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INTRODUCTION

;Ever since-the Protestant Churches were born during the period of
Reformation they have been forced to do a considerable amount of soul-search- |
ing as to what constitutes their identity. Questions ‘about the nature of
the Church, visible and invisible, have been asked throughout the centuries
among the Reformed, Lutheran and Anglican heirs of the Reformation, without
ever reaching a conclusive answer. Interpretations of the trﬁe Church,
its characteristics and its faith and order are many and varied, even within
one denomination and they have engéndered bitter strife and schisms.

This was also the case with the English Reformation and the Church that
was established in its consequence., As Professor Owen Chadwick points out,
the English Reformation Wwas unique in being emphatically a political revolu-
tion, and its author, King Henry VIII resisted, for a time ferociously, many
of the religious consequences which accompanied the legal changes everywhere
in Eur0pe.1 Consequently, the nature of the emerging Church was even more
Opeﬁ‘for debate than elsewhere in Protestant countries. The historical
developnents during the reigns of Edward VI and Mary made the situation even
more confused, Thus, when Elizabeth succeeded her sister to the throne and
the moderate Matthew Parker was installed as the Archbishop of Canterbury,
nopody'really knew how the Church of England*wés to develop. There were
many conflicting opinions, Catholicism still had many staunch supporters,

whereas the returning protestant exiles of Mary's reign wanted to press the

Reformation fﬁrther, according to the example of Geneva, It is significant

o
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1., Chadwick, The Reformation. The Pelican History of the Church,
Aylesbury 19€8, p.97.



that Elizabeth, at the beginning of her reign, did not concentrate on dO;trine,
but on‘wofship and discipline, Her aim was to consolidat; a unified |
national**Church, and to secure this aim she recovered from Parliament the
Royal Supremacy .and enforced the new Prayer-book. Only later, in 1563, was
the work resumed on revising the 42 Articles of 1553, aﬁd the 39 Articles, as

they now stand, saw daylight in 1571. Here, in Article XIX the Church was

defined as "a congregation of Faithful men, in which the pure v;ord‘of God is |
preached, 'and the Sacraments be ‘duly administered according to Christ's
ord‘ina.nce‘in all those ithings that of necessity are requisite to the same,"
Article XXXIV stated that "It is not necessary that Traditions and Ceremonies
be in all places one, or utterly like" thus expressing a tolerant attitude,

but taking a stand against those who were unwilling to submit to the Ceremonies
of the thurch. Finally, Article XXXVII expressed the idea of the Church being
subject to the }onarch's authoi'ity in certain matters. The general tone of
the 39 Articles was conservative and concil:‘fé,téry, and it did not satisfy the
more radical wing of Protestants. Hence a Puritan front was soon forming,

led by several noted theologians, especially by Thomas Cartwright, Professor
of Divinity at Lady Margaret's College at Cambridge. The Zpiscopal wing of
the Church also rallied to support their position, and as their most notable
leader emerged Richard Hooker, author of the book Of the Laws of Ecclesiasticall
Polity. In the ecclesiastical baitle that followed it became painfully obvious
that ¥lizabeth had not succeeded in creating a unified national Church,

It is against this background that we see John Donne emerging from
history. = In his own person he depicted his age in many ways. He was the
child of ardent Catholic parents, and in his earliest years he received a
thorough indoctrination in his ancestors!' faith, puring his twenties he
was converted to Anglicanism. As was the case with the knglish Reformation

his conversion, too, can be called "a political revolution of expediency”



which was later to have genuine religious consequences.,

L

Yet in the midst of his political conversion he was forced to give much
thought to the differences between Rome and Canierbury and we know thzat he
battled with the question of the true Church already from an early age.

Vhen later force of circumstances had confined him to'seclusion and poverty,
he used his time to study theology and canon law, thus paving the road that
was to lead him into the orders. Although it can be argued that when Donne
finally accepted orders, at a fairly advanced age, this v;a.s another political
conversion, his career as a preacher became no less rotable than that as a
poet, His sermons were apprecizted as much by the King as by the common

" citizens of London., ‘There could be no doubt that the eventual fruits of
his possibly political conversion were genuin2, As the King's Chaplain in

" 0rdinancy and Dean of St., Paul's he commanded a very influential position in
his Church, and from what may be judged, his message was given due considera-
tion., Only his ill health prevented his promotion to a bishopric shorily
before his death.,

From this bg,ckgromd arises naturally the question: Vhat was Donne's
doctrine of the Church? How did this man, who had once in his life changed
his ailegiances from one Church to another and was later serving a Church
deeply divided think about the Church in its essence and actions, in its
faith and oxrder? Often he'is’ counted among tl;le ranks of'the Laudia.n party!
but this assumption seems to be made on _insufficient grounds, without the -
understanding of the totality of Donne's thinking. It is the purpos; of this
thesis to give as thorough account as possible of Donne's ecclesiology, and
in doing so, to sketch the main outliites of his theological thinking and to
show the place which the Church held therein. 1In so doing it will also be
necessary to dwell at some length with Donne's personal development and the

formation of his way of thinking, in order to arrive at an understanding of



him on his.own terms,

In this task finding a suitable method has posed a prc;blem. Donne
was never an academic theologian, but a preacher a.ﬁd 2 ﬁoet'. He did not
present his message in a.c:a.demic treatises, but in dynamic preaching situation,
‘creating a field of force,; where the poles were the preacher, the congrega-
tion and ’Fche‘; Holy Spirif. Donne himself was aware of this differeﬁce, and
refers to it“in one of hi}s sermons in the following mai;ﬁerz

That'“s é diiffe;cence between Sex'r;lons and Lectures, that a Sermon intends

Exhortation principally and rdification, and a holy stirring of religious

affections, and then matters of Doctrine and points of Divinity, occasion-
ally, secondarily, as the words of the text may invite them; but Lectures

intend principally Doctrinal points, and matter of Divinity, and matter of
- Exhortation but occasionally and as in a second place.

This passage alone. should make us to proceed with caution in applying the

traditional methods of systematic theology to Donne's sermons. It is evident
that the points of doctrine were always in a subordinate pocsition in Donne's.
preaciling and that the true gist of his message must be sought elsewhere,
Another closely related danger here is that of approaching with a ready rigid
frame of refergpce and applying excerpis of Donne's sermons to it and seeing
how they correspond, As examples of this the two only. treatises on Donnet's
theological thinking written before the 1960's, those of Mary Paton Ramsay and
Itrat-Husain, may be:, (::i'.'l',ed...3 In her book, kiss Ramsay starts looking for
similarities between Donne's sermons and the Neoplatonic elements of medieval
Scholasticism. = Obviously she finds pleniy of these, as can be found with
every theologian who makes frequent use of the Fathers, especially St,
Augustine, as Donne does. From these .admi'ttedlyi undeniable end frequent
gimilarities she derives the conclusion that Donne was essentially a medieval

spirit and that most of his theology carries a Neoplatonic stamp., Thus she

-

2, The Sermons of John Donne, I-X, edited, with Introductions and Critical

Apparatus, by Evelyn }, Simpson and George R. Fotler, Berkeley, Calif,
i 1953"'62. VOI. VIII’ Pl95.

2. I, P. Ramsay, les Doctrines mé'digvales chez Donne, London, 1917.
Jtrat-Husain, The Dogmatic and I'ystical Theolosy of John Donne, London, 1938.




denies Donne of all originality as a theological thinker:

Donne s test révele ain51 comme un penseur eleve, qui pretend pourtant
moins a 1'or1g1na11te phllOSphlque qu a la vision du poete. Comme

me*;aphysmlen il 2y €n realité, répete presque sans commentaires les
theorles de ses prédécesseurs depuls St. August1n.4

Al'l:houe;h her conclusion is correct in the sense that Donne did not
“develop any new points of doctrine as such, she has failed to see that the

usage that vonne made of his predecessors' heritage formed a total picture

that was quite unlike medieval Scholasticism,

The same faults of indiscriminate reading of Donne's sermopsi and:coming
with a pre-fabricated doctrinal frame of reference plague a.lso Itrat-Husain's
. work. In his introduction he claims to Ycover the whole field of (Donne's)
theology in- a systematic way, a method which is usually employed by theologians
in the divisio;a and treatment of th‘eirhsubjects". He does nort, however, stop
to ask whether this admittedly common method ‘is appropriate when dealing with
Donne. Instead, 'he‘gleané Donne's sermons to see hovwr Don;ze stands on? a
certain set of doctrinal points ‘Wthh he has derived {rom Anglican theology;
Nlot surprisingly, he comes up with a bonne who is in perfect accord with
Hooker and Andrewe.;.:, and a staunch supportez: of ‘high-church Anglicanism,

He too has failed to ask whether similarity in certain doctrinal shibboleths
does necessarily mean that the total picture of bonne's theological thinking

corresponds precisely to that of the Anglican Church in the 17th century.

The great work of publishing a new edition of Dénne's sermons in the
1950's and 60's, by Evelyn M. Simpson gnd Georse R. Potter, broug:ht a new
jmpetus on the study of Donne's theology, especially in America. In these
later studies_of the 1960's we can see 'that a new appreciation of the special
characteristics of Donnets thinking ié form.;mg. As an indication of this

..rl"'!

we may quote Thomas F. Merrill, in his article John Donne and the mord of God:

W

4, Ramsay, p.258.




As a rule, we approach the seventeenth-century sermon as we would a
document, Ve examine its rhetorical form and flourish, we investigate
its doctrinal oxrthodoxy, and we look for its insights into the social .
and intellectual milieu, The sermon, for all intents and purposes, is
treated no differently than a theological treatise or a devotinnal hand-
book; we attend the composition and snub charisma., “hile this procedure
perhaps suffices for the preaching of some Anglican divines, it certainly

falls short of what is required for a comprehens:we appreciation of the
- sermons of John Donne,? ~

Mexrrill goes on to show that any systematic analysis of Donne's theology
must necessarily give due allowance to the fact that it is dealing-with
preached theology. This special character of bonne's sémons has been

grasped also by Toni McNaron in her typewritten doctoral thesis John Donne's

Sermons Approached as Dramatic "Dialogues of One“.s' McNaron proceeds from

| the basic assumption that for Donne a sermon is always a dialogue situation.,
In hexr analysis she concentrates on the dramatic elements in Donne's  sermons,
such as:questions, striking openings, elaborate conclusions and Donne's stréng
emphasis on time and place. ' She further emphasises that Donne attached much
importance to audience participation, and rather than delivering a harangue,

tried to engage his congregation in a dialogue, demanding immediate response

from his hearers.

Thus,  when doing the ground research for this thesis I battled with the -
problem of 'finding a suitable methc;d for my research, ‘I came to the followir;;g
basic points: 1. I have denied myself all pre-established doctrinal frames
of reference listening only to what Donne has to say. . I‘have not tried to
compare him with medieval Scholasticism,. like Ramsay, or with the generally
accepted body of Anglican divinity like Husain, References 1':0 comon pre-

valent dogmatic structures have been m~de only when Donne's own material has

50 difectly warranted, and I have tried consciously to avoid labeling him

e

"l

W

5, ‘3apuphilolozische Mitteilungen 4 LXIX 1968. Helsinki 1968, p.597. This
article deals with vomne's concept of the preached ¥Word, and will be referred
to in the respective chapter of this thesis. I}errill has also done research
into the anthropology of Donne, the results of which can be found in his

doctoral thesis The Christian Anthrovology of John Donne, University of
Wisconsin, 1964.

6. University of VWisconsin, 1964.




with tags derived from the history of dogma. 2. In approaching him in this
manner I‘ have observed the following guiding principles whi'ch can be derived
both by Donne's own texts and by previously done research: a. Donne does
not develop any new points of doctrine in his sermons. He is conten‘_ted with
the heritage of the Fathers and the Scholastics as seen through the eyes of
Reformation, in this respect. ©h. He has no need of developing a novel

dogmatic theology because his theology is essentially preached theology where

points of doctrine come in a subordinate position., c. To Donne preaching

is a dynamic event, as lerrill puts it, "an apocalyptic event that sets the
doors of heaven and hell in motion".7 This event must be grasped as a dialogue,
| both between the preacher and the.congregation and the Holy Spirit and the
individual sinner, d. Consequently, when Donne is preaching, his main
enmhasié is on the immediate experience, he employs a theoclogy of here and now.
In the development of this theology lies Donne's great originality which
gseparates him from other contempoirary Anglican preachers,

To illustrate more closely what I mean, a passage of a sermon preached
at St., Paul's on Christmas Day 1628,

So that here is the case, if the naturall man say, alas they are but dark
notions of God which I have in the nature; if the Jew say, alas they are
but remote and ambiguous things which I have of Christ in the Prophets;

If the slack and historicall Christian say, alas they are but generall
things, done for the whole world indifferently, and not applyed to me,
which I reade in the Gospell, to this naturall man, to this Jew, to this-
slack Christian, we present an established Church, a Church endowed with

a power, to open the wounds of Christ Jesus to every wounded soule, to
spread the balme of his blood upon every bleeding heart; A Church that
makes this generall Christ particular to every Christian, that makes the
Saviour of the world, thy. Saviour and my Saviour; that offers the originall
sinner Paptisme for that; and the actuall sinner the body and blood of
Christ Jesus for that; A Church that mollifies, and entenders, and shivers
the presumptuous sinner with denouncing the judgements of God, and then,
consolidates and establishes the diffident soule with the promises of his

Gospell.8

/’

=

W

7. Merrill, op. cit., p.608.
8. Donne, op. cit., vol. VIII, p.308.



On the’ surface, looking at the dogmatic content, this chapter would be
ﬁard to place in a definite era. It could well be taken £rom.the writings
of some early Father, or even from the Tomes of Homilies, for that matter.
Here Donne merely states that the Church pronounces the judgements and mercies
of God in the sermon, and applies the merits of Christ to wash away the original
sin and actual sins in the Sacraments., Perhaps the only sign that would give
a casual reader a hint that these words were uttered by an Anglican divine, is
the occurrence of the phrase "established Church", and the implied idea that
an established Church is also a Church endowed with divine powéf. - Yet an -
analysis of this chapter following the guiding principles given earlier will
reveal much mores

In the above quoted passage Donne creates a dramatic situation, | Although
the Chﬁrch is at the centre of the drama, it is not .there as a static entity,i
but rather on one hand giving the framework of the events and also a2gain
emerging from the interwoven events, He introduces the active elements,
the natural man, the Jew, and the slack Christian, These come forth with
their objections and reservations which are met in the Church., The judge-
ments of God are presented to each of them, to wipe away the objections and:
reservations, and this being accomplished, the promises of Gospel are -applied
to consolidate the diffident soul. Here Christ himself is at work; when we .
100k at the way Donne alliterates with the words wounds .... wounded, blood ..
bleeding, it is not simply for the sake of elodution, but to imply that in
this event the wounded souwl participates in the wounds of Christ, the bleeding
heart partakes of his blood. The dramatic element, however, does not stop "
here on a descriptive level, TWe are also dealing with a"dialogue, where
Donne constantly involves his audience. The hypothetic natural man, Jew
and slack Christian,'are in fact challenges to the congregétion: Do you

recognize yourself in one of these? Donne sees the chain of evenis that



he is dcscribicg as not merely concerning but actually taking place ﬂerc and
now, The shattering of the presumptuous soul and esta'blisi'xing of a diffident
soul are not meant to be things that happen to hypothetical entities in
hypothetical ltinle cnd épace, but something that is to be applied by the
individué.i parishioner to himself while he is i‘learing the words of Donne.,
Hence there is a constant interé.cticn between the preacher, the congregation,
and the Holy Spirit, wﬁc is ‘i;hc eri'mus mctcr behind both of fhece. | Hence we
can alsch sc.y that when E[)cnne ﬁt'i:erec his worcs, he had 1n his mind a Church

that was not so much an established ins’ciﬁtution, but =n event, where all the

Haﬁlpenings he deccfiberc’ took place in imclediatel} Jrelcrvant time cnd sPJa.ce.
Thcs my basically systematic-anclirticai mcthcd in this thesis has been
cu‘chjectﬁedttc théﬁresscntial modificcticﬁ that the preaching event is always
tgakcn into account as the fundamental pciﬁt of :view, riecessary for understand-
ing what Donne is saying., At times I have found it mcﬁre fruitful to respond

to Donne rather than tc ana.lyze hlm, to enter into a d:l.alcgue m.th him, in

order to meet hm on hlS own 'l:erms.“ Thus, in glvmg nyself the 11berty of
hcrmene:utically intexpreticg his message I have tried to account for the

fact that for Donne the effective communication cﬁf Chrisfian dcct;'ine fis not
a 'sbtatement Fa'bcut the action of ch, c'.n c:rea.:ting, sustaining and scvihg the
world. Fo‘:c him %hc pmclamc,ticn of thc "ﬂcn*:'dm of ch, whefe it is efficaciouc,
is identical to 1':he ac;tion of God. By this I do Wnct?mean something ov;er and

above, ° The 8peakéing of thc preacher and the hearing of the hearer is simply

par'bic:Lpation in God's action.9

This should nct however, be taken as an indication that Donne was nerely

fcilowing the doctrine of the efficacious {vcrd as develcped by Calvin,

A S

g

o

9, Cf, Nerrill saying: The traditional approach fails because it obliges us 1o
regard the sermon as a static literary entity rather than, as Donne understood
" it, a dynamic, corporate event involving preacher, congregation and the oly
Spirit. For Donne, the sermon was not mere discourse, not even a sacred pre-
paration for some ensuing sacramental encounter with the Holy Presence. It
was a decisive confrontation of congregation and Holy Ghost taking place in
time. The sermon was a sacred instance of God's reaching out for ma- in ihis
world; it was nothing less than an apocalyptic event. lMerrill, ov. cit.,
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Although Donne's concept of preaching and the woxd Bf God does superficially

remind us of the Calvinistic doctrine of the instrumental use of the VWord of
God, its roois are elsewhere, and must be sought in vonne's ontology. 1In

reading:ﬂonne's sermons one soon notices traces and hints of an ontoiogy that
is ﬁeither*Scholastic-Aristotelian, nor*Neoplatonic-Augustinian, but something
éer& definitely Donne'; own, Reading Donne's sermons one begins to discern
that for Donne, to be is_always being in relatioﬂ'aqd interaction to somebody
of something. It is only a.CBntext of a.paiterp of interactive rela£ionships-
that we can understand the meaning of lonne's message. That this éort of
ontology of being*in relationships is vonne's own concept and not a loan from
-Calvin or any other theological source, becomes evident when we noticeﬂthat it
does not come forth only in his éheology, but aléo in hi; eariy‘love;poétry.
6ne can trace a line of developmenﬁxin young:Donne's amatory experience, where
he chénges from being an isolated, aufonomous entityintohbeingsometﬁiné'only .

in relationship to the one‘h; loves, A similar development can be later found
in his'ﬁearchihg'for God, vhen he gradually abandons hisrautonomous isqiation
in favor of a harmonious interactive relationship. These trends will, how-
ever, be dealt with in greater detail in the first main chapter of this thesis.
Atlfhis point let it sufficé to say that when dealing with Donne w> are deal-
ing with a person, who had iwo iotally different identities during his life:
that of a man about town, auladieg' man, and tha£ of a saintly div&ne and |
Dean of St. Paul's., Yet both his identities demonstra£e a similar_dqality
of experience that craves for communion and coﬁmunicétion. This is the
final viewpoint we need to convince us that, whentiealihg7wit£ Donne we will
have to take him as an ind;vidual phenomenonland not reiyiéoo ﬁuch oﬁ other
earlierﬂand contemporary theological solutions. Itfalso épﬂﬁinces ﬁs that

’ - et : ~ ,

action and interaction are the two factors which furnish us the key of under-

standing his way of thinking and feeiing, theological and otherwise.  Thus,

».i.'
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forewa:ned and forearmed by the above-stated considerations I have finally -
been able to go ahead and try to present a picture of hiss;hinking“in general |
and hisqegclesiology in pafticularJﬂ

'T.have begun my thesis.with a chapter dealing with Donne's life and
development, his works and the general character of his theology. In the
first sub-chapter, Life and Development, I-have tried to give the outlines
of his life,'giving'SPecial consideration of the development of his amorous
life and his religious life, I have tried4t$ make this as concise as possible
but when we are dealing with a character as complex as Donne, a certain amount
of biographical;background data is necessary for proper understanding. In
| dealing with his amorous life and:religious life, I have.tried to trace their
developnent as closely as can be done with existing material, knowing'all-the
time that these are areas where research is always bordering dangerously close
to speculation. | In the second sub-chapter The Secular Works of Jack Donne
I have concentrated on the trend of‘developmeﬁf in his amorous experience,-
as shown in the light of his love poetry. Here I try.to show . his pre-occupa-
tion with communication and}communion, and his search for them in-its different
stages and its fulfillment, The third sub-chapter, The Works and Thinking of
Dr. Donne, Qemonstrates a simllar pattern of experience in his religious
development, its correspondence to the patiern shown in the-previous sub-
chapter and also tries to give the outlines of his theology.

T have divided the actual discussion of Donne's ecclesiology in two
main chapters: [The Church in the World and The Church in her ‘Actions. . In
the former I try to define the place that the Church held in.Donne's -
ontological structure, its raison d'gtreh§n the creation,. its position in
a world where the Church of Christ had recently suffered a serious.split and
thehrise~of the national state required a re-evaluation ofithehold~ideal of

the universal Church, apd its relationships with the society, and, finally,
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I have outlined the function of the Church, given the above stated conditions
and ci;'cwnstance‘s. Th}e' corresponding sub-cha*pters; ares A. The Church in
the Creé.tiéh,' B. Ti'lﬁe Church Diirided, - C. The 6hui'ch’ and Social Order, and
. De Tile: Church 2a’ the% Ark of Salvation.

In the latter main chépter on Donne's ecclesiology I have concentrated
on deséri%ing hdw the Church fulfills its functions in practice, Heére I
have started from the basic problem facihg man, to learn to see God and to
knoﬁ JGod, énd the;}innafe c“apagé:ifaﬁ in him qfc;r this task,  From this I have
proceeded: to show how God has reached out for man, by speéking to hqim;é' first
in the éaﬂy revelation recorded in the Bi'tiie: and, later, in the preaching
of the Church. Thereafter I ilave éhovm, how the relationship thus establish-
ed 1s carefully cared for and nurtured throﬁu'gh'_the Sacraments of the Church.

The respective sub-chapters are: A, Man's Quest to See and Know God, -
B. The Written Word, C.  The Sp‘ oken Word and D, The Sacraments.  In the

course of these considerations Dorne's pre-occupation with communication and
communion hals“p:‘rovided the Leiatﬂmoti{r, which serves us to demonstrate how
Doﬁne's ecclesiolbsgy forms a unified structure wheré'i;ﬁé differéht”élemenfs

. "™ e
l'

jbin eacﬁ othexr to fofm a ciear and logical entitir. ‘ | o
Ixylﬂdtlzfis s‘Eudy Donne's sermons have providéd me with my main source
nié:;éfiai. | ‘l‘hz%eaition I have used is The Sermons 'c;i‘ “John Donne I =X, ed,
Evelyn I;JI:?Simﬁson and George R. Potter, Berkeley 1953-62. (Abbreviation S).
As?regk'aﬂ.rés other source mate:r:'i‘a.lﬂ, the follzﬁingﬁ editibns. have been used:

Essays in Divinity by John Donne, ed, Evelyn M, Simpson. Oxford 1952.
(Abbreviation E). John Donne, Devotions upon Emergent Occssions, Ann Arbor

Paperbacks, University of Michigan, 1965, (Abbreviation D). The Poems of
John Donne, ed, Sir Herbert Grierson. Oxford 1951 . (Abbreviation Poens),
Edmund Gosse, 'The Life and ILetters of John Donne I-IT, London 1899,

(Abbreviation ietters). Biathanatos. Reprbduced from the First{Editioﬁ.
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With a bibliographical Note by J. William Hebel. New York 1930.

(Abbreviation B). Psevdo-martyr. ‘Vherein ovt of certaine propositions and
gradations, this conclusion is euicted. That those which are of .the Romane

religion in this kingdome, may and ought to take the oath of allegiance.
London 1610.  (Abbreviation P-M).

Wh?n quoj:ing _directly from Donne's works, the source is indicated by
the appropriate abbreviation together with tl}e page number, In casé othér
Editions have been used, there is a separate mfention of ,this in the foot-
note., As regards literature and Eﬁcriticism on Dop?e, I have relied mostly
on Sir} Geoffrey Keynes's excellent b:I.'t:al:i.ography.;10 | Here, howe;’er! an
. unexpected problem has”emerged. HAlthopgh thousands of pa.geq_have been
| written on Don.ne‘ and his production, most of these deal*ﬁith his poetry,
and even the treatises on his sermons are written mostly from a literary
point ofu view. Hence it has been difficult to find suitable criticism for
comparison with the ideas presented in this thesis. This problem has been
made even more difficult by the fact that even the few works that deal with

Donne's theological thought concentrate mostly on topics that are of little
relevance from the viewpoint of this thesis. . 'I'hgs, the reader will find
" that the research presented here stands to a 1arg; degree on its ovm, with
references to previous research being scant and scattered. However, it is
to be‘1|mped, that in this manner the author has been# able tqjopen some new

vistas to hitherto unexamined aspecis of Donne's thinking,

10. Keynes, A Bibliography of Dr., John Donne, Dean of Saint Paul's. Fourth
edition., Oxford 1973.
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1. THE LIFE AND WORKS OF JOHN DONNE

L

A, LIFE AND DEVELOPNENT -

.Ever since Izaak Walton first wrote his famous account on the life of
John D-:m.ne,‘l numerous attempts have been made to describe his colourful d;ama.
and its main actor, Donne himself., Years-of diligent scl';olarship*in piecing
together biographical data provided:to us by his own writings and '.contemporary
| documents have produced a rich yield and we are to-day presented with a fairly
accurate picture of the outward events of his life.A7 R.C. Bald points out,
Donne must be the earliest major poet in English c:;f whom an adequate biography
~1is possible.2 However, although Baldt!s excellent biography leaves:.few gaps
conce;rning the events of Donne's life, the development and structure of his
character and thinking is still shrouded in mystery to quite a large extent,
Vhen we look at Donne vie are presented with pictures of a lecher'and a saint,
a cynic and a man overflowing with genuiné tenderness; we see ecstatic

visions, produced by ardent love to a mortal woman or immortal God, we see

a desperate man brooding over suicide. Small wonder if we are to sigh

"3- J
r-.

Y%

together with Donne: "Oh, to vex me, contraryes meet in-one.
.In this chapter it has been my main intent to concentrate not so much
on. the external events of Donnets life, but to try to.draw a picture of -his

dnner development, As has been already stated in-the introductory chapter

1. The edition in my use has been: Izaak Walton, The Lives of Dr, John Donne,

Sir Henry Wotton, Mr, Richard Hooker, Mr., George Herbert., 1670, ZA
Scolar Press Facsimile) Menston, 1969, -

2. See Bald, John Donne, a Life. Cxford 1370, p.1.
3; Holy Sonnet XIX., ©Poems 302.
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ny main emphasis in this thesis is the dynamics of Donne's, theology. The
same principle applies also to this chapter. | In following the inner
dynamics of the developments of Donne 8 1ife I have been able to produce a
fairly conclusive pi. cture that helps us to understand the seeming contradic-
tions in Donne’s character and the greatr outward changes he went through
during hifs 1if e. I have relied mainly on three biographical works to
supply the necessary data, those of Walton and Bald, and Edward I.e Comte.
Those wishing i'or a more detailed account of the external events of Donne's
1ife are advised to refer to Mr. Bald's excellent WOTXK, which is generally
_ considered to be the most authoritative treatise in its field to-day.

| My basic assumption has been that although there are great changes in
Donne 's moods and emotions, his passions and loves, 1thereﬂ is a clearly re-
cognizable emotional charge of energy, an inner potentiali that is seeking
const‘antly its outlet and driving him on, no matter what the course or
direction. This emotional charge should not be confused with his actual
emotions; it ie merely a basic potential, whereas his actual emotions can be
recognized as 1ts outlets. In his earlier poetrprhorr early sermons the
emotional content may even strike qus as rather shallow, 'but ‘nonetheless we
are kable to recoglize the hidden charge that has not yet had the time or
opportunity to grow into an actual emotion. ?’hether Donne 1is. urging his
mistress to undressaand come to bed or his congregation to repent for
thelir sins, he is following the one and the same calling of his vehement
inner voice. As the events unfold in .front of our eyes, rwe can see, that

given the external circumstances he received from life, it was _-fairlymlogical

that he should arrive where he did, following more.or less unconsciously the

w
-
- -

calling voice of his primary charge.

4. Le Comte, Grace to a Witty Sinner: A Tife of John Donne, Iondon 1965.
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1. Early years 1572-1601

.. .John Donne was.born in London, .in Bread Street, K some time during the
early half of 1572, - His father, a prosperous iron-monger, claimed gentle
birth and traced his family to the Dwns of Kidwelly.in. Carmarthenshire.
This was an old family whose roots.disappeared in the mythical past; its
early representative Meirick, King of Dyvet, was said to have been.one.of
the four that carried. golden .swords before King Arthur at his cc::mcma.‘cic:eni...r5
In early:history the:Dwns of.Kidwelly were often fo@rl participating in the
making of the emergent nation. Ve cannot tell for sure whether this ,
genealogical connection between the ancient family ami the poet. is accurate.
We only know that he firmly adopted it himself,. and the coat:-of arms of Dwns
of Kidwelly appears in Donne's earliest portrait made in 1581 and was also.
used on one of his seals.. 1In short, it is evident that together with his

family Donne considered himself to be no commoner, and aimed from early. man-

- hood to the court and.the.service of the state.

-Donne's maternal ancestry was by no means less notable than that on his
father's side. - His mothexr, Elizabeth, was daughter of John Heywood,.
epigrammatist and writer of interludes. . - The most ncted member of the ...
family was Donne's greaj-granduncle Sir Thomas dore, martyr and saint.. On
both sides Donne's ancestors were ardent Catholics; Donne refers to himself
as "being dériued from such a stocke a.nd race, as, 1 beleeue, no family, ., ..
(which is not of farre larger extent, and greater branches), hath endured

and suffered more .in their persons and fortunes, for obeying the Teachers

of Romane Doctrine, than-it hath done."_6 Historical documents .bear wiiness

(‘f !
*'f'
- !#f ) 'l'-i.."'-t

5. See Bald, p.20. Bald quotes here the Golden Grove Book..

6. P-M "Advertisement to the Reader", -

%
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that this was indeed the case. Ve can only imagine the atmosphere of
suspense in I)oﬁne's home during his childhood, the whole i:amily living in
constant fear of legal severities that might fall on Catholics suspected
of recusancy ox downright treason.

Young Donne received his early instruction from catholic tutors at
home,” "In October 1584 he matriculated with his brother Henry from Hart
Hall, Oxford. At matriculation they both gave their age as being one year
younger than they actually were, to avoid the Oath of Sl;premacy which was -
required from all students of sixteen years or more ¢f age, According to
Walton, Donne studied for Oxford some three years, without taking a degree.
From Oxford he moved to Cambridge, where he stayed about two years, again
without taking a degree., Thus he again avoided the Oath of Supremacy.

For the ensuing years 1589-91 nothing is known about Donnets life. It is
suggested that during these years-he travelled abr::ad to France, Italy and
possibly to Spain. Thne next thing we know a&ut Donne is that in 1591 he -
began preliminary studies of law in Thavies Inn, and moved from ";here to
Lincoln's Inn the following year.' There his law-studies, however, seem to
| have held a relatively unimportant place in his life., He lived extra-;
vagantly, spent a large portion of his patrimony, mixed with his fellow-
students, and devoted his time to making valuable contacts and lasting friend-
ships. It is also assumed that he wrote the bulk of his poetry at Lincoln's
Inn. - In 1596 he volunteered his services to the Earl of Essex,‘ and followed
him on his expedition to Cadiz, and a year later, to the Azores.

- In 1598 Donne's star took a sudden rise, He was emplc}:yed as the
secretary of Sir Thomas Egerton, the Lord Keeper, The new emploﬁnent was
ideal for him in many aspects, Egerton was one of the most influential

men in the country, and his pmtégés had a reputation of getting good

preferment, It is likely that nothing would have st0pped_D5i1ne from
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making a spectacular career as a statesman, had it not been for the disastrous
effects of his marriage, - In Egerton's house lived Lady E'gerton's nieve,
Anne More, = Donne and the sixteen-year-old Anne soon fell in lov; with each
othe:}:,-.and'. were. secretly married in December 1601, When -Anne's father, Sir
George more, was informed about the marriage in February 1602, he was furious.
Sir George had Donne imprisoned briefly in the Fleet and tried to have the
ma.rr:la.ge annulled, He a.lso persuaded Egerton to ‘dismiss Donne from his
service. Although .Donne was soon released, and the Court of Audience upheld
the validity of his marfiage, he was :ln an awkward situation. Egerton would
not give him his employment back, nor was there any other way of making a
living in sight. Sir George More had refused to give any more substantial
a dowry to his daughter than his mdging blessing., Eventually, a relief
of sorts came when Anne's cousin, Sir Francis Wolley, invited the young
couplé‘ to stay in his housé at Pyrford,
Thus; Donne's*hopes of aﬂca,reer aé. a.fcoun':'tiez: and statesmaa were crushed

because he had allowed his love life to get the better of his political |

prudence, 'I‘herefore :I.t is appmpriate that we try to trace the chief out- n
‘ lines of his amorous 1iaisons, as far as possible, considering thz scant data
available, A friend had describec'i the*young Donne at Lincoln's Inn as being
vnot dissolute, 'bﬁt very neat; a.”great visif;; o;‘ Lad‘ies, a gréat frequenter
of Playes, a éreat ﬁiter of conceitéd Verselsi".'] f Unfortuﬁately we have no
data as to when*‘,hwhere andh how he cbndl.l_c;,tedjhis iisits to I.a.dies“. ' The |

autobiographical value of his poéms is small, at ie‘é.‘St‘ as actual events are

cc:n:i.cerned«.»8  But even so we can discern a fair amount of his emotioné.l

7- See Bald’ Po72a - ) | -

-
-

8, Cosse has displayed vivid imagination by reconstructing "y deplorable but
eventful liaison" that began in 1596, See Letters, p.66. Of modern
opinion as to the autobiographical value of Donne's poems, see BSald,

ppt 5"'10.
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attitudes during this period. It seems that the “great visiter of Ladies"

at Lincoln's Inn was a great hunter as well:

I spring a mistresse, sweare, write, sigh and weepe:

- And the game kill'd, or lost, goe, talke, and sleepe.9

This hunt of female game was indeed ars gratia artiss

And though I faile of my required ends,

tThe attempt is glorious and it self commend.si....10
There is no doubt of the bull's eye he is aiming at:

Perfection is in unitie: preferr

- One woman first, and then one thing in her..f11

The important thing is the precious "Centrique part"*; hence the indifferent

Jack ponne can love

both fair and browne,

Her whom abundance melts, and her whom want betraies,

Her who loves lonenesse best, and her who maskes and plaies,

Her whom the country form'd, and whom the town .....12

If his mistress 1s married, her husband exists only to be cuckolded,
although a certain amount of caution may be recommended. His passion has the
quality of a devouring fire that, like a c;sk of powdex;,ﬁbums but a short
time, yet devours everything in its way. 1

In the language of modern popular psychology it might be said that in
his early poems vonne displays a well-developed Don Juan syndrome. His

cynicism is striking and some of his poems even display some amount of sexual

ha'l;::'ed.‘l3 However, a word of caution is again needed. It must be taken

9., loves diet, Poems 49,

10. Flegie XVII. Poems 101. |

11. Elegie XVIII. Poems 103, - -
12. The Indifferent. Poems 1 3. |

13. See e.g. The Avparition. Poems 43,
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“'{nto account that Donne's early poetry also follows the cgnventions of his
time. - Many of his elegies make use of the themes.of Ovid's Amores, and
often his conceits are there merely for their own sake., ““Also Donne's

| ear{y poetry was primarily written to amuse his closest circle of friends,
a group of young Elizabethan coxcombs who always appreciated a good story,

' regardless of a doubtful veracity., Still it would be a grave mistake -to
assume that lonne had little or no amatory experience duriné his early

14

years. He certainly had enough to ‘recognize love's many moods and to

| piay each string in Cupid's bow,. His strong cynicism reveals his deep
sense of insecurity; he is too wary to allow himself to grow too attached
to any woman, Although the need of a deeper attachment is evident in-his.:
‘poetry, his lack of courage prevents him from forming one, To compensate
“for this, he concentrates in several less serious attachments and, ‘like the
proverbial fox with sour grapes, speaks of the "queasie paine of being

15 '

belov'd and loving". .

******* We may well ask what caused Donne's metamorphis fromthis youthful but
“wary cynic to the man who wrote The Good-morrow, The Sunnc Rising and -the- . ‘
Song Sweetest Love, I do notGo? Or, as the question may be paraphrased,
what happened to him when he met Anne More?  Here, I believe, The Extasie
giveé us jtihe key., ﬁTh‘is poem will be dealt with in greater detail in the
followiﬁg chapter, but already here a few remarks are required. In general,
i’c is'depressing to seé hovf noted scholars iike‘H’elen Gardner and'. A.J. Smith
t;reatwthié poem asranr':’tntelieidtu?a']“. exercise that aims to treat the subject

| ;f iovérs' ecstasy iﬁ”Pe’hc:“carchan sfjriue, or to define the metéphys:lca.l essence

5 .

‘14. ~ Le Comte expresses with reason his astonishment at the prim attitude of
certain Victorian minded scholars, and refutes their claims of Donne's
sexual ignocence. See Le Comte 53-57. |

15. The Calme, Poems 157. |
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6

of love (possibly in accordance with the Platonic sc':h.:;~ol).,1 It should be

fairly evident that, although The Extasie does contain numerous metaphysical
allusions and figures, it also displays an emotional background where some-
thing essentially new has been experienced., Again, we cannot speculate
about the exte}:'nal framework of this experience, but it should be clear that
the experience has been none the less real. It is well knowvn to those who
have loved, that lovers sometimes do experience similar ecstagies, where the
limitations of space and time lose their significance, TUsually these ex-
periences are totally unexpected and mark a turning point in an already
existing relationship. Here, losing momentarily their separate identities,

| the lovers meet each other on what Donne calls the level of souls. This, in
turn creates a basic sense of security, which works to allay'possible fears
'a.nd a.nxieties‘ disturbing tl;e dynamics of the relationship. We can .fairly
safely conjecture that in The Eﬂasie Donne is describing a similar experience.

For the first time in his life he has experienced a basic security with his

woman and this experience is strong enough to transform their relationéhip
and consequently, releases new potentials of loving and tenderness in Donne's
person, Now he is capable of saying: o B .

And now good morrow to our waking soules,
Which watch not each other out of. feare.17

"Having thus traced some main features of Donne's amoTous life, it-still
remains:for us to give some thought to his religious:development during-his

early years. We have already noted that he-had inherited from his parenis a

strong Catholicism., Yet he was-constantly forced-to:see in his closest family

circle how adherence to the ancestral faith could lead to imprisonment,

-t

f
-
a—".
-

16, See Gardner, The Argument about The Ecstasy., Elizabethan snd Jacoben
Studies Presented to Frank Percy VWilson. Oxford 1959, Smith, The leta-

physics of Iove. Review of English Studies 9/1958. Even more bizarre-critic-
ism can be found., |

17. The Good-morrow, Poems 7,
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. e
exile or.loss of life.18 Thus he soon had to face the question, whether

L J

this faith was worth the sacrifice of a promising career.. Iooking back at

his conversion Donne writes:

I had.a longer work to doe then many other men; for I was first to
blot out, certaine impressions of the Romane religion, and to wrastle
both against the examples and against the reasons, by which some hold was
taken; and some anticipations early layde vpon my conscience, both by
Persons who by nature had a power and superiority ouer my will, and others
who by their learning and good life, seem'd to me justly to claime the

interest for the guiding, and rectifying of mine vnderstanding in these
matters.19 |

These influences were no doubt strong, but we know that Donne had already
during his years of study become alieniated from his Catholic heritage.

. Walton tells us that Donne, in his eighteenth year "had bethrothed himsell

to no Religion that might give him any other denomination than a Christian, n20

A little later,

eoo Yt being unresolved in his Religion, he thought it necessary to
rectifie all scruples that concerned that ... he begun to survey the

Body of Divinity, as it then was controverted betwixt the Reformed and
the Roman Church. ... Being to undertake this search, he belicved the
Cardinal Bellarmine to be the best defender of the Roman cause, and there-
fore betook himself to the examination of his Reasons.

Although here Walton is probably speeding Donne's conversion, it is likely
that during his years at Lincoln's Inn Donneh did devote much time to, the study

of theology. He may well have studied Bellarmine's Disputationes de
controversiis Christianae Fidei, although Bald remarks that this was more
Jikely of his Catholic spiritual advisers' initiative.22 Perhaps the most
authentic documents of Donhe's religious search during thesé years is 'his'

JIT Satire. Here he makes fun of those who seek true religion in Rome,

because it was found fl}ere a thousand years ago, as well as of those who

18. .Donne's brother Henry died in prison in 1593._3 Roth his uncles were exiled,
19. . P-M,. A Preface to the Priestes and Jesuites,

20. Valton, p.14.

21. Op., cit., p.15. L
22, Bald, p.69.
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seck in Geneva a religion "plain, simple, sullen, young". He refutes the
claims of those who embrace all religions as willingly, and those who accept

none. Finally he comes to his conclusion:

’

though truth and falsehood bee |
Neare twins, yet truth a little elder is; -
Be busie to seeke her, beleeve mee this,

Hee's not of none, nor worst, that seekes uthe 'best 5
we do not know i‘or certain, when Donne finally abandoned catholicism and
embraced Anglicanisn; It must: have happened some time before 1598, ‘becanse
otherwise Egerton would probably not have teken him into his employment.
_ sut even though the date of his i‘ormal conversion must remain a. mystery, we
may reasonably suggest that it was not a very deep one.i EWe have no docu-
ments of that period where Donne would have displayed a deeper religious

feeling one way or the other, It is proba'ble that he was very much the man

' "i

who wanted to "dou'bt vusely“ and had acted mostly out of convenience. The

sanctions that followed adhering to Catholicism and the rewards that accompan-
i<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>