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Abstract

The objective of the following thesis 1s to dexﬁonstrate the concetvability that the

rartous romances relating to King Arthur may be used to reconstruct some of the many

Welsh literary sources that have been lost to us over the past fifteen centuries. To do this,

! will examine two stories written by one of the earliest and the most influential of all the

Arthurian romance writers, Chrétien de Troyes. These érev the abduction of Guiniévre and
the grail.

The Preface and Introduction will explain the broad assumptions upon which I base
my present volume. First, that there was a British Heroic Age between the fifth and early
seventh centuries. Seccnd, that it did produce several literary works of historical value.
My theory 1s that some of these literary sources were at one point written and, though
badly marred by progressive influences, have survived in the form of romances. If this
theory is correct, the study of all extant early variations of what is essentially one story
should reveal a series of independent connections to the Dark Age British. In addition,
there is a high probability that this story will be able to be seen in the context of fifth ¢
sixth-century British culture. This is what will be attempted with the abduction and grail
narratives,

In the second chapter I will summarize the influences of the known sources of

Chrétien de Troyes in writing Le Chevalier de la Charretfe. This will have two purposes.
¢

First, it will serve to point out the degree of influence Chrétien's patron had on him

Second and what is mere importar
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Chapter X will cover old ground. The four basic theories pertaining to the origin
of the grail will be elaborated upon. It will be seen that each contention has a strong case.
It will be argued that the grail as we know it from the romances is a preduct of progressive
layers of influence. The most reasonable guess is that this process began in a Celtic milien
and was progressively subjected to Christian and Jewish influences.

Chapter X1, much like Chapter 11, will discuss the role of the main characters to
show the consistent treatment of the characters in the various grail stories. Again, this will
argue for a common origm.  Chapter XI1 will follow Chapter IV in showing the partial
independence from Chrétien of many of the early grail romances. This will serve tc pomt
out that the poem has 2 history well before 1100, In addition, I will survey every Welsh
episode that parallels the last scene of the unique Peredur romance. It will be found that

there are a rather large number of similar tales,
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from the fifth or early-sixth century in Britain or Brittany.
In Chapter X111 ! will use the knowledge that Philip's influence has changed the

entire plot of the grail romance as a clue in searching & e answer to the grail's identity
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and mmportance. Making use of the previous chapter, ! will survey th

Christian and Celtic religions of fifth- and sixth-century Britain, determining thetr relative

strength and location. In the case of the Celtic practices, I will mtroduce all the basic
" 1 A+ tha

knowledge to be had of its worship through a study of Celtic Archaeology and the
; S Britai is wi ; ; srail.

medieval witch ceremonies of Britain. This will reveal a strong link between the grail

Britain.




The last two chapters of this book will follow the pattern of chapters V and VL

Chapter XIV will point out the scenes and details in Le¢ C'onre that seem slightly mor

47

likely in the centuries before 900 than the twelfth century. Chapter XV will catalogue
several scenes and details that undoubtedly belong to a period before the ninth century.
My conclusicn from the above research is that these two stories do indeed come

from a pericd anterior to the ninth century. 1 believe that they were at one point in

=

written, literary form and were concerned with historical actions of the post-Roman

-

pericd. For this reason 1 believe that the abduction and grail stories are based on historical

occurences of the fifth or sixth centuries. In turn, this means that a better understanding of
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o tales may help form a more complete understanding of fifth-
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he iterary materials may be dated earlier than pre 1150, Thus, much of the native Welsh

material cannot be proven te be free of Geoffrey’s influence,
Arthur 8

This thesis is in part a response to their labors. The above-mentioned scholars

have cumulatively demonstrated the seeming futility of reconstructing fifth-century British

15t 1 H : ilabl d ther have mferr dest
histery with the limited rescurces available, and therefore have inferred the desire for more
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material with which to work. This is the service | am rendering here. Although I do not

g
e
D
e
4]
=
(=W
oy
]
-

-
v understand the fifth century, ! have here presented a good case for

avenues which are not currently visible, but I think it more useful to propose 2 new and

and literary records were the rudimentary beginnings of the King Arthur of the medieval
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1 wili ienceionii refer 10 Uis hypmi;_cumi rthirian source as Caaegr. | do ol preiena thal uis was
T i into one compendinm, It is simply 2 convenient term which
1 ource 1 n!cni which contains Artharian references

ford Dictionary, is "Any of the nelrative compositions i
the Middle Ages" This narrow definition h;gs heen
c,zmshr hter?i’ The *B" definition is "A narrative having the lreal

wcteristics of the | .ceizﬂndic sagasl: a story of hf"'orc :
adventure " {(f)xfr,w'{,/,)chmmw\' P4 304)
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sources deriving fromi the fifth century, whether this was directly or at one remove.!? This

netion is not as unreasonable as it may at first seem. Many pieces of myth and legend have

of the Heraclids may be an oral remain of the historical Dorian conguest.!* Even mythical
islands of various nations have been geographically located. !

Central to these tales i1s Chrétien, the first and most imitated court peet of the
continent during the middle ages. It is through an understanding of him that a solid

concept of the original version of the hero tales may be achieved.

It 1s with these premises that I begin. I write with the further belief that the
Northern Memorande proposed by Thurneysen and similar pseudo-historical British

sources did exist.!® These sources were acoessible as late as the twelfth century as written

| R N PR P

ief thai these would originallv Bave been heroic age fegends on their wav (o
escribed in W P Ker. Ipic and Romance: Exsavs on Medieval Li

231 : oy P R o S R, S, .
fitliams, “The Barly Welsh Arthurian Pocms”, The Arthur of the iielsh, Rachel Bronwich ¢t ai
(edg), (Cardiff. 1991). 69 note 132, He lists Sumerian Dilmun and Pok n Tuma,
16 e . s

v, The fact that the sonrces used by

Bromvwich et al (eds ). (Carditf, 1991b), 283},
manuscripts originated is open to debate,
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Chapter I: Introduction: An historical study of the abduction and grail stories

in the early Arthurian romance

Nearly a century ago, Gaston Paris began the painstaking process of proving that
Irish mytholegy had been a weighty influence i the French romances with his work on Le
Chevalier de la Charrette ! Sir John Rhys? and Professor Roger Loomis® both expanded
Welsh tales to identify Celtic motifs as themes that were transmitted from an unRomanize
ireland to France through Britain and its bards.
are so clearly British that the Welsh-Breton theory has become deeply rooted. Beginning
with Professor O'Rahilly and followed by Dr. Proinsias Mac Cana and Dr. Bromwich, a
trend toward thinking of the commeon Irish, British
motifs has gained ground.” However, there is still a latent tendency to see the Celtic

themes inn the continental romances as the result of a Breton/Welsh connection.

" ics Romans de la Tabic Ronde: Lancclot du Lac". Remaiio 19 (Paris. 1883).

S Celiic Folldore: Welsh and Manx. (Oxford. 1801} "Notes on the Hunting of Twrch Trwyil"
C(London, 1896): Studies in the Arthurian fu(rmg/] (Lnndnn Oxlord. 1891 The Welsh People:

(. 7 ‘pf/)r\ o theip ()rg(nm H)x[nm aned Lanws, L(n;uu(g(wz Literaiure, and Characieristics, (London, 1923,

. 1y N

Looniis, "Lanogx'cnemz and Cresticn's unvin(mu . Modern Langiiage Notes 43 (Battimore, 19285}
i sha. i‘)i[ i /7/05 41;]// r/re lrthiirion

. LIPS P Y SRR R .
14; Mac Cana. Celtic Myithology, (Hamdyi

" Rahiily. "On the Grigins”, " frin 18 {Dublin, 1946b).
l‘)7( ), 94 Bronwvlch “Celtic Flements in Arthurian Romance", The Legend of Arthur in the Middle
Ages. P.B. Grout et al (eds.). (Cambridge 1983} 51; " Dewy Chwedl o Thair Rhamant” Y Traddodiad

R.fzwdd./z.rrfmf? vr Qesoedd Canol Gereint Bowen_ (Llandvsul, 1974), 167-9.
1 §RE . ed. Gereint Powen, { veul, )

[ece]



Since the early and middle part of this century, Rachel Bromwich has initiated a
more therough research method involving onomastic features of the Arthurian romances
and Welsh story. She has shown that the lecend of Arthur was transmitted to Europe both
orally and by written means by analyzing how the names of established characters have
altered in the comparable insular and continental tales. She has alsc demonstrated that this
material came with a setting comparable to that in Welsh tales, with the names and
personae of many of the characters.® Her position, that the Welsh literary traditions
supplied the original stock to the continental Arthurian romances
by all who study the Celtic side of the Arthurian phenomenon. T
method of transference to the continent and the name transformations of individual
Arthurian characters, on the other hand, remain open to much debate.”

ic scholars have for the most part stood clear of Arthur, except as a literary

character.” However, some of their studies during the past twenty-five years will have
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he level of understanding of Middle Welsh literature concerning Arthur. The scholarly

Dumville have given Welsh scholarship a clearer perspective on the histonical sources for

Lo mori~d Y - PG DROTEIG-1 M AN 2 FREN o A b o d T Nars Choduiale
the pert vd. - otk on the hercic-a IC TMUHCU OY Professor Hector and Dr. Nora Chadwick
O The lore was most definitely transmitied by word of mouth, at least in part

7 B S U - S I S-S S SO AU SR T A

! Dr. Bromwich provides & convenicnt swinmaty in "First Transmission frony England to France”, 7he

Asthur of the Welsh_ Rachel Bromuwich et al {eds) (Cardiff, 1991h)
W s > vich gt [ L7

% 1 exclude here Professor Jackson, Professor Jones, Professor Alcock, Professor Barber, Dr. Kirby, who
have all ‘:uppm“tr*d ig historicity, and Dr. d cl and Prolcssor Dumville, who have der Lz.‘d it
t would be foolish to attcmpt a comprchensive reference here, but sce the bibliography for most of the




has yet to be equaled!? The pertinent Middle Welsh literature has been thorou
and discussed by Sir Ifor Williams, Professor Kenneth Jackson, Dr. Rachel Bromwich, and
Dr. Marged Haycock.!! An idea of post-Roman Britain's customs was given a solid

ramework upen which to build by Dr. Nora Chadwick. This was initiated through her

work on the Mabinogion collection and the Irish stories, mainly the t

cycle.!2 The work of Dr. David Binchy and Professor Fergus Kelly on Old Irish law texts
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In maternial pertaming unmquely to the study of the Grail, Dr. Bromwich, Dr. Nora

Chadwick, and Professor Charles T

B

Fo) -SSP T . PRI 1 Tha el Ahiafl A - 1 ot
Christia uty Dasl A;e Bllt&Iﬂ.l’l The work u}uc:ﬂy of Dr. GI' ham VSbStuI’, Dr.

relevant texts. In addition, Hughes, Vhe Church in Farly Irvish Sociery, (Cambridge, 1966), Celtic Brirain
in the Forly Middle Ages: studies in Welsh and Scottish sources, (Cambridge, 1980), and Church and
soclety in freland, A 1. 400-1200_ (Cambridge, 1987y, Also, Dumville's The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle
eoflahorative edition, (Cambridge, VIR3), freland in Karly Mediaeval Kurope studies in memory of

Kathleen [ughes, (Cambridge, 1982), and St Patrick, A, 1D, 193-1993 (Cambridge, 1993) are all
fundamental texts on the subiect.
10y R
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i particul e [eroic Age, (Cambridge, 19125 and The Development of Oral Literature,

I ir
(Cambridoc, 1932-40),

L 4ee

ot S . A P T oSNt B WA e ]
. Pedeir Keine v Mahinogi, (Oxford, 19306)

1 Welsh

-~

ad Bhee ; b -
Oxford, 1944) and Canu gvda Rhagvmadrodd o Nodiado, (Oxford, 1960), Jackson,
Language and History in Korly Britain: A Chronological Survey of the Drittonic Languages 15t to 120th c.
AD. (Edinburgh, Y953Y, and The Gododdin: Scotland’s earliest poem, (Edinburgh, 1969). Trinedd Yays

Pryvdein, trans. and ed. Rachel Bromwich, (Cardiff. 1961, vev. 1978) and Cullnech go Olwen: i edition
and studv of the Farliest Arthurian Tale, Rachel Bromywich and D Simon Evans (eds.), (Cardiff, 1992),

Havcock, " "Preidden Anuwn' and the figure of Taliesin® SC 14/15 (Cardiff, 19084)

(R0 s S LR APQERL, LU0 ;e

vy Tradition”. Scoptish Gaelic Studies & (Oxford. 1958),

uc, more recent work on the topic has only found ways in

N 1 L v A0 WY 412

views presented here,
David Binchy, and "Celtic and Anglo-Saxon Kingshin”, (Oxford, 1970} Kclly, 4

14 - . IR . . . . . At
2 Tricedd Yays Prydein, trans, and od. Rachcel Bromwich, (Cardiff,

Themes and Rreton Lays", £C' 9 (Paris, 1961). "Celtic Elements in A

chict 961, rev. 19
nur

3
1
rth

8). "Cceltic Dyvnastic
wrign Romance: A General
Survev" The Legend of Arthur in the Afiddle 1ges P, B, Grout et gl {eds ), (Cambridge, 1983} Culinech

)
AN
i Ohvesn: an edition aid study of the Farliest Asthurian Tole Rachel Bromwich and D Simon Evans

O, (Cardiff, 1992). Chadwick, The /ge of the Saints in the Farly Celtic Church. Riddell Memorial
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feds
(eds

Lectures given March 22-24, 1960, (London, Y96 VY. Thomas, Brirain and Irelapd in Farfy Christion




Margaret Murray, and Dr. Clare Stancliffe have opened up 2 new understanding of the

nature of the British beliefs as they were practiced in fifth-century Celtic Britain.!> Glenys
Goetinck has done the most comprehensive study of the romance Peredii'® From the
turn of the last century French scholars of the stature of Viscount Villemarqué, Professor

Sir John Rhys, Dr. Jessie Weston, Dr. Roy Owen,

)
-
23
5
el
"
9
3

wn, Professor Willlam Roach, Dr. William Nitze, Professor Roger Loomis,

o

Dr. Eugene Weinraub, and Professor Nora Lomre Goodrich have added their knowledge
ie grail question to the growing critical literature.*

. : B
ntervening twenty-seven years since Arthur's Britain have produced a gre

deal of scholarship in archaeology, too. An increased number of digs and 2 more complete

view of early medieval political geography and culture have greatly improved ou

Kt damian A tha altin  siotl i | DU, S ~ PR, RPN | ™ PN

boundaries of the Celtic 1aticis 10uOWIILE the Roman GCCup tion 18 The broad
M 2

knowledge and interests of the archaeclogists Professor O.G.S. Crawferd, Prefessor

Times: A.D. 440-800, (Londor

1971y, Christianily in Roman Britain 10 4.D. 500, {London, 1981).

1, 18
15 P T S A S Y I DY S S SRR S SO oy U S S
S Webster, e Bricish Celis and their Gads under Rome, (London. 1986). Murray. 7he God of the
[Witches, (London, 1931); Stancliffe, St A

10 mea

R T NS SRRPRES SRNPCL - 20 SEPINIS TOTSIN NN SIS 2 SRS DY o St b s ol (P, J.o
Goetinek, Peredur. a stucly of Welsh tradition in the grail legends, (Cardill, 1975},

tisn and his [lagiographer, {

LI

o
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>
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tad

Y7 These arc only the most prominent scholars. The grail gucstion is such an miriguing topi

c
invited a rather large number of publications. For a large base of ideas on the subject see the bibliography

at the end of this paper with regard to the above mentioned authors.
V8 Dark, Civitas to Kingdom: British Political Continuity 300-800_ (Leicester, 19943,
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Chevalier de la Charrette and Dysgyl for Le Conte du Graal 22 As it seems reasonable
that similar material on the same person would come ult ltimately from the same source, !

will call this prototype Cadegr.
Thus, this chapter will demonstrate that several romances were independently

o

based cn a common Celtic source that predated 1100, Following this, | will follow Sir

hn Rhys?® and Sir Ifor Williams?? in proposing that the romances are loosely based on

stortes from the British heroic period. The present author is hardly the first to conceive of

such a notien.
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woaild have to take the romances ir

ost in Welsh, and are now only 10 be found in the Anglo-Norman versions and those based on

end for Hellenic studies in his The Greek Myths, making a direct correspondence betweer

77 - R Ny DU A - [ U, g e e cme tme g T R o A - -
<4 From this point forward. Glas will be the designation for the comimon source of the Guinevere
abductions and Dusey/ for the grail legend. These sources would have been in existence by the early
twelfth ¢ i
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matiére, was unimprovable.! The meaning, or sems, was the only aspect that could be

altered to enable a more accurate and subtle understanding of their thoughts. With the
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At the same time, by following monastic convention and claiming to be making use of an

old theme, the peets molded the prologue into a2 standard humility theme. The prologue

%7 - y } d' i
was also used to praise the largesse of one's patron in hopes of additional financial

reward.? Chrétien's use of these two terms, then, implies only his proper education in the
medieval form of writing.

What Htﬂe mav ‘he d;rer- lw (rzeaﬂerl

What may be directly gleaned from his poems about his contributions and the
nature of his source matertal may leave the reader wanting more. However, his writings
b oduced 1tict ; : ! 1 -
have produced medern criticism from many different perspectives and especially from

V) MR ¥4

Nitze. "Sens el Matiére daus les Geuwvres de Chrétien de Troves", Romania 44 (Paris, 1915-17). 30;
cn, "On the Latin sources of Thebes and Ineay®, PAML 4 16 (Menasha, 1901)

Warren, "0z tin sou Thébes and Iiméay", PAMLA 16 (Mena 01y, 384: Faral, "Ovide of
cuclaues avtres Roman d'Encas”. Romania 20 (Parig 1911) 185 187

* Nitze. "Sens of Maticre dans fes Ocuvies de Chidticn de Troves", Haomania +4 (Paris, 1915-175. 28;
Hunt, "The Prologue to C ] Licor rocl. Romaria 92 (Parig, 1971 327-%8 However, Dy,

Rychner hag argued arstien to mean hig motivation "e prologue du
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Therefore, according to her the source ends with the last years of the seventh century and
was most likely last edited shortly after Nechtanesmere.

The location of origin for the Northern Memoranda is easy enough to find. A clue

comes in the same sentence that tells us the date of the original Historia Brittonum
maiiuscript.  Ninnius, one reads, wrote in King Merfyn's fourth year o
and his heir Rhodrt are known to have taken a considerable interest in North British
history in order to build a national consciousness and gathered and published much of its
records for this purpose. Since the only surviving British state in ninth-century Scotland
vas Strathclyde, 1t seems most probable the Norshern Memoranda was kept somewhere
within its borders. It must have been stored there for several decades at least. Its specific
location of storage is unknown, and unnecessary to discuss for this chapter.

As to the nature of the Northern Memoranda, 1t was most probably written

e

JE PRe—1 P R A - [N g thioa ot e nda I FRUSNECNY o NEDDSNIN——— |
ao V\7u,26 and may have been much 118_1}:'&1 than what one finds in Historia Britt peiin. 27
74 . . ) . RS

== ibid, 91-2. Dr. Chadwick suggcsted specificaily Bangor Fawr on the basis of the Elfoddw of Bangor
named in the preface and this site's proximity to the Gwynedd court

25 . " PENESC I TN P S - e NS PR IO RS

== Ihid, 66-72. Dr. Chadwick betieved the document would have been kept in Cuimnberland {inost
probably Hoddom (ibid. 64-53)1) becanse the saga hero Rhydderch Hael's death is not recorded in it
Historia Brittonum gives the Strathelvde king the epithet "Hen™ (as opposed (o MS 336 Hengwrt), and
because Lrbgen is here killed by treachory, as opposed to hig fate as recorded in the Llywarch clegy. Here
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uent increasing
I t , h manuscring, it
could be proved 1o be the oldest version of the Historia Britionum compilation and i fact a precursor 1o it
{

(The Gododdin of Aneivin, od. John Koch,

b i

cxplain how such information could have come into the hands

Nosthern British Section in Nennius", C'e/f and Saxon, (Cambridge, 1963} 53 argues for Glasgow as the
religious capital of Strathelyde, 3 itich kinedom in what is now Scotland.
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The evidence from Historia Brittenum and Annales Cambrice indicates it contained

-

historical, pseudo-historical, and hiterary material. In addition Dr. Bromwich, along with

Professor Thumeysen and Professor Bruce have added the Arthunana section to the

. [EPRIT Y & ST » SOV, SURPI. PR PPy SN U SNUNNUPNS SN b 3
segment Of Historic Brittomm that derives from the Nortfern Memoraridea +®
There 15 some evidence for the existence of additional literary material within the

Ty~ o 33 - A ~ -. 3 . 3
Northern Memoranda, as Dr. Thurneysen and others have hypothesized (above); this 15 to

be found in the Scottish vitae. Professor Jackson would date the Life of Kentigern back

large body of historical and pseudo-historical data existed in the North by the seventh

artrieer 3 13 Was 1 . O o N Ty I Al )
CGHIuL_y.‘A This was inn both written a I form, and was undo thLu_y to be found in
27 T, - at . I N

, Celi and Saxon, (Cambridge, ‘63)~ 57.

apnarenthy) genea

GRRITHLY

1
o
4] P o S S - Uty X EIEI S-SR <
MY MacGucen, "Yvain, Ewen. and Owain ap Uricn”, TDGNHAS, 3rd series 3 (Dumtfiics. 1956). 107-131;
"A Reply to Professor fackson® TDGNILAS, 3rd Series, 36 (Dumfrieg, 1959y 175-83
3
\l i 2 . Ty g0 Y 5 54 el la Ty
Caritey, Stadies in Earlyv Irish Literature and Ilisiory, (Dublin, 1935). 79
324 ‘ YRy
22 Ve Gododdin of Areivin, od. John Roch (Cardiff, 1997), Ixxvii-iii
m a4 B .t ST EE B T SRR P ot e AT s B AT a ol o s ceammond san § oma ol o~ F s P | T,
I upon the faci that the hero's birth and childiood are spent in Lotluan (Gerimarn as of the
seventh century). The place-names are delinitely Celtic, implying the source was in circulation
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independent and isolated sources.* It may not be too bold to suggest Glas and Dysgyl

may have originated from the Northern Memaoranda or similar sources as well.

.

\s uncertain as the geographic origin of the legend of Arthur and its subsequent

1
heroes are, the precise form in which this corpus made its way to Ffance 1s fairly certam; 1t
was primarily oral. The Arthunian scholar RS, Loomis was for many years the biggest
proponent of this belief He devoted the majority of his first chapter m Arthurian

Tradition and Chrétien to listing the widespread evidence for oral transference in during
Several motifs found in Arthurian literature also bring this out. E.g 2 blow is
delivered to the head to finish a combat, regardless of the height of the opponent. Several

lances are used in jousts with a good opponent and only one for a poor one.  These

suggest the use of cral formulae. Since the phenomencn is to be found in other Welsh
1 o xwall it jmanliss o oxrotare ~Ahmiries fhot 1o comatiirae ~F o ol ard 3
tales as well, it ITpLies a system of tec iques that is the signature of a Celtic bard. - 7

Dr. Bromwich asserts the debt to oral transference by stating that the
French/Welsh equations were unknown to Geoffrey and his adapters, yet can be

Welsh and French stories. Some of the

e

Mahelocas/Melwas, Mabon-agrain/Mabon, and Caradues Briebras/Caradawe Freichfras.
o

> - I AP o . s SR ey e
== Undoubtedly. simitar arguments could be made for many of the vitac of the Cornish, “lcwn, and
Welgh gaints but I am not aware of any. Instead, the consensns have been that "Their Latin liveg,
although containing tr: \.d tional elements and perhaps some historical features, are r:ompesst!ons of the
eleventh and twelfth centuries and constitute 2 w 'ﬂ“—deﬂnpd genre of semi-bipgraphical writing " Roberts,
"Culhweh ac Olwen, 7 /re Trinds, and Saints' Lives" The Arthur of the Welsh, Rachel Bromwich et al
(eds), (Cardiff, 199182,
N

8 s o i nn e smtam T o AT
1 For a convernient sumiiary of ihe 1 linguistic and historical evidence see Chapler I of .irifirian
Tradition and Chrétien, (New York, 1949y,
27 » " ot \

27 Middi

(Cardiff,

cton, "Chwed! Geraint ab Iirhin® The Arthur of the Welsh, Rachel Bromowich ot al {(cds.),
1991), 1534
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Though it is true that Lanzelet posgesses the virtue of conrage, axiomatic in a medieval hero, and is

capable of loyalty, sacrifice, and liberality, he takes life much as it comes. He has no conscience in
love; religion is as foreign to him as it was presumably to the author of Morville's book. His

viography is an Arthurian romamce in iis most elemeniary siage. 26
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who leads Arthur's army to meet with Gawein "as was proper".2® Tt must be admitted that
23 Though t

(L 2347-62

source.

263 Spaarnay. "Hartmann von Auc and his Successors", Arthurian [iterature in the Middle Ages, cd. R.S.
Loomis, (Oxford, 19539} 439,

27 piu ¢ Fone, 1 16862-17092

[
‘>°

ibid, 1. 22221

e
(o)




f

ertamn ¢

~
LW

s quite

1
1

T’y
A14

, but Tirl

tien

r

<

roid any

n't av

flence from Chr

g 1

™

ndicates stror
Arthu

nence

1
4.

> was so brave that he would

Hal
ALL

1

h Tirl

~
emric

Keii's prom

: ) a3 P 0= .
o 2 > e
& 2 o« r &2 S & vﬂu < o3 S w2
- = o R £ = = * e
) vz ey o3 3 = , u ©
w B e O = - ¢l & nd
+ B = —_ +2 +3 IS} 3 3 o) bt 3
Py =4 N W
u & -2 S g3 S} o e 5 5 -
O £ < 8] -y 3 [ ke
O vy -~ 7] [ b N py)
o b = £ 33 < 5 @ £ » sk
b 5 © ) a3 bt e o - = n -
m g B <0 <) o o) m‘ 2 - hw )
s H % S £ = ¢ 3z
O o o = 3 & 5 2 S 2 Qg 2
I o ~ o 2 + ey 5 o]
e © . . - @ B0 5 Ceu S = =
‘ =h 7] S , ) - (] =
g & G - b5 - i & 15 & 8 - =
© i j= S R <3 5 o o3 > = i \D 9
4 @ . = b s = ¢ h= =2 ey b =
v & nz +2 &) 3 e i : © =
v o = o3 &3 [ N " L -
© s Cm Lw - ool Aw L \ty e = 0 X
P £ B W -3 .= %2 il A L == wn 2 »
s p [72] ¢ - - ) L] N A
£ 8 09 SO O R = £ o = 5
.fw AU > !\U ey 3 [ P 73 . JU
k= o -4 = N b Q e - S, a3 s » b
& b = iz 2 & & ) o 3 oy N P
A B 5 0B 8 @ O L = 2
=S K g I £ & i ¢ 4 ® = & =
o £ = @ ) ] = o 3 5 B 2 2 =
5 = Q & @ g ! £ O s 15} & = 3
=4 = (3 »L.U L= wn L2 mad dad o3 = et i) ﬂ
v W g — = ea [ £ o3 3 3 o U X
A s E . & B o = 9 5
& E ) = v = i- e w3 S 2 g =
B 05 “© o= 3 ¥ 2 £ 5 L & 8 3 2
s ou = < © ; o = 5 o =3 - & -3
T g 3 5 5 0w F oo O o B 5 % 2
o 2 = 2 ] s w “ N b Wy 1= 3 N b
-3 = Y 2 " =3 L] = e =
= 2 e = w2 &} == > = 3 mw S e - TS 7
. 5 0D 8w g e s B 2 2 B 5 %
nmu pmv fqm = o= .ﬁu MW MW =~ U“ =3 = ar RS .ﬂuw
=i ” L) el - v ey & = - m = 2
=8 m. 73 D M..w. 9 e R o b A © ..mm £ o Z
> — — z il ) Fas
w = = = bt . =N = e =3 b7 i 3 = s &
¢ ) =] = & ] - o - ) — o O =
- sy ; = 2 £3 2 = = £: = = e ¥ T =
5 ° 4 g & ¥ 5 a2 = o T 5 = 0o
El © 3 < ) o 2 k2 & m = % o= 0 =
« 0§ 2 - & 35 & B s & £ & & S @ m o9
73 ) o e o G st 1500) P e -5 o3 N N -
= ] - 3 o b L 5 &S - b e, & e Am
=D ey O a3 2 2 33 £ Q D e R
5 E D e . & = t £ - v £ Do =
B , e £ 5 ) = £ d= 5 2% s
o s - e o i !
R T : g & @& Y 2 o 8§ 4 9 g oo 2
3 » > - 2 - e B I =
B 4 T E g o2 £ 2 o2 o B
W = S << Q < 2 @ ] © 3L nO PANIR I
B3 _ I S SO 5 S m &% =
& -2 =3 2N L > ) uwh oh) 3 =) = b e O
o= = « o S o e = oz [ > =
o ‘4 i3 N = O = I @ & ] ) oo = F
‘0 = ! S b O © - 2 = - i D
N 2 b0 & = 3 & o w 3 b By oy
« ~ P — < - . o 5 2 = = 2
= = - 23 o 2 A = o L3 - mWJ s & m S B
= €L = -, £ P . o3 - e ; —_ I = =
=t = o) - - § S [} P L wy Ll e N
o = Q g 3 o < © 0 £ pi % = B
O B~ 2 O 4] 5 = = e 5 £ B 2 £ B
n 5 SN R =8 5O =B DA wm
Lyt Phiet e 2 (] o3 i o B B
o= o3 = Y = <3 o = P L E o e
IS < -] o < et 3 5 £3 AF e e o

81



o
o]

In ¢ 1205 Hartmann von Aue wrote a German adaptation of Chrétien's Vvain.

alters them to the taste of a

1fics of Chre

and spec

ine

largely follows the storyl

awein

GQ‘T T

1C SoUrce.

Celt:

1
Tiit

epende

ind

b4
x

1mes show siens of ar

o

ient i

§ 80 promi

i

ich

1

e cloak, wh

'S TesCuer.

ifievie

ed as Gi

il

e Cafi €asi

G

it Vet
> Wit Cnretien,

ealing

-

1al garm

essent:

an
il CalL

hea
(ol

Hanx 7OVEr the
-~ L ¥ LA

oions. Hov

hese re

attion mn ¢

hardly in m:

o
&

1n

~
L,

more

the
LELNW

omplete details regard

r, that the evidence for

eve

tad  hnay
Lo, iy

1§
Hii4

be ad

ab

n nftha

24 SR LA

anatic

AY
Y

hat are known to have derived from at least one

+
4

Lanzelet all

LAk

-

yatza
NoF i,

P

e, F)
Archivolt, Din

cus extant

A L0
LV LW S LWL

Qual fioer of

e...

11 an

<.

may have been th

ifi IS 2iv

val

1at Gau

iifi

anle o

959 4472

Rt

~ford, |
y S

predecessor

~

dy 1izk

], and there 1

v

Traa,

‘

24

Le

Sw

he™

Chapter V1



jon may be

~
a

T

wues 1o

ndependent elements cf each vers

1

o
~

ch th

sele el o
tisn cuiture ar

whi

ii

th
B

ncy wi
older

151ste

i

d. the co

1
x

n theme and the earl

ctio

the abdu

versity

,thed

ird
i\

Ths

=

HHAS I

151
A,

/G

I

+

rwytar

a

In
S

storica
LY

3

fan h

A Eary xi1;
tha ANa
[ R w

)
from

dence w

mportan
evid

T
L

sant
pters

5

1

LEL

first emerged 1
h

LI8SANVIRL WS

ablishvnanf nf

ancther, related source of early B

TEANL

v of the cleme

man

1L

addition

33

¢ abducior and rescuc

.

11

111 and

T
Tid

~
L

e would have taken somethi

aradoc of Ligncay

&
A



British Source Material

|
i
| | | |
| : | ! —
i Glastonbury ——— i I !
I | | F— Hugh
' ! ! Modena l M aric
IMistoria Regum Britannia Vita Gildae Ymddiddan | . Lanzelet
fwein| Le Chevalier

Diu Crone

e
o



£3
L)

ai

8

7t
it

ancicn

C origins

. A survey of thos

re algo v

2]
i

1
i

el
it he

o

C

MY
L

£

h

T
.

robably w

ko pra

in the sear

Clues of C

ils
ooy

T’
k.
+

las,

v

useful tool
f(

2
&

i

fs and Det

Moti

\%

er
an hall, as Chr

133
AuAL L

Chapt
xtent and nature of

53
TLLe LA_\.I 2.

o
W)

£

Here it has established a comm

i

o
-

1101'\ QVY\I
g

~
One can

£2T
O

WL u.b

hear cham
LRNTX

nt
BIVSL

o
k.

cnl malo t
6 L3 XRLLLIN NS L

3]
Ly

R -
CIT LG sane

T

tat Fr

1051

2l 1.

4

wite o (e

Lt



9
[ b
%) e Q 1
£l ) e ﬁ
g £ 0% & o
I= @) © ; £ B
Q e 3 ) 4 o
o - = g 2 5 &
- <3 = = ¢] &
= Q - Q - =3 o
g o o 5 3] — - & "
] S e &3 s Yot b = [
m..u i« g 5 & ..MM nu ot ..mm o3 @]
o Rt 3 - "l =S -
® T3 = L ] O & 3} - e o 3
< ™ b5 5 4 4 4 A b r L 63
= &3 o £ L A a :] & =) <
3 = & = 5o : = 2 N 3 3
n— - a .
.5 3 8 = R Ty €3 o N o @ b} 58
[ e : = o3 <) ‘ o v g £ A
w [ A 4 d g et St = - i )
£} @ el ru = 4=d o [l s i
o=t £ ¢ — 4 W (@] - .5 e wl c
e el J o) Q e} = = ] o3 o3 5
Q W hee ‘ > — T &) % o2 X foste &)
S =S 55 8 F 2 B, £ 2 %
.- . el
" o @ W B "y R & A e T = 2,
ot Q - = — o Q Am o (7] mu - s = =
5 £ ~ ! el g £ L2 3 et 3 [ [ o =
Q = 3 . 0 3 5] & o = e (=
~ 5] ] oty P b =2 2 o .. OL [4s] Q Un.
=} v o3 = @ 5 3 £ 4 R ¢ < 4 2
.Au & = o b 5 59 _n-,m wn -t e A, T
w o~ ~ [ e e o] N e ot v (0] &) e E
o ! = 3 'S 3 42 £ @ w a2 &S o A
o > TR ud o 53 = 1% g e B 2%
= © o - > =3 7 " e o @ o @ e
= & 2 = @] ¢ 2 & 2 3= ! 5 3 2=
[} - ) o] il U £ b P A bk £ = 2
s = o -3 & © & Bx 1 b % E 3
15} ) 4 B Q - 5 o 3 o w s B 00
£ =, 3 15 4= £ 4 it B> w b 1 8 Eol el
e} % & [4+] e mm @) au om a.. = W = —
v 2 3 & (] Ko ot pu 1 3 e = 5 e
= += Q o & Q e & ru A “ 3 © 3 = .m_
= 3 [ ~ s “ & & = Q +2 Y = ’ e
33| & =3 ~ @ =2 O w 2] =] FE; mvw ) R o oeb
0 &5 : MU.. 2 b 1% 4 ) A =3 b © - ] =
+ 3] e o b &L 3 H Uy 5 S 2 £ 5o
@ o L 8 7 e X w & i o DN © D 2w
Y & )2 : 8 & 3 & N : w9 =i
5 Q % -8 i) = € = 3 1 3 a 28
~ <3 1 = 5 3 - @ 2 O - A o 4 A
‘—t (V] + N J L3 R [ s8] £ © A S G Tﬂ &
& ~ P g = © © u i Iy 4 =i
4 e - o et e 4 3 4 £ R e =] A
Q d 3 a1 & o3 5 & > =
mu e 4 ] 2y (o9 mm o - r,.b = 3 o g nL ]
" = © v N= +2 @ = o =1 = - Fe oS ﬂu o
3 Q = v = g = £ 3 o M w 3 o = ot
W Q2 o3 [] - = - [ [ [ M b = P
R4 b 35 = jan = %) = ~ b (0] [ 3 g
Q o | %] N e - ] a4 J o] 15} & Ia
o o] = & G + ¢ © & e . L . A d S a
g8 - : i D o R a8 el R e
N bemt foe ) [ ] &) oo ~ = o & =3 & o 3 o = :
[ [1B] ] e — < - < PR .
b Q ) = Q 2. C: [®) 23 o3 128 5 3 P 5 pet ey
e = £ = et a rey & a \ o] o (=] = [
) mn,. s 3 h 3 =2 v e e m. EH © - © s 5 ol %
& 9] [} @ 4] @] Ve S mu =~ Pt mw 55 “ - =
i o " - o n.u. = v f.A hmw [%] anm i W 123 = m e
w 8 s H 5 o B s 8 o 4 4 & 54 ¥
I =R & ; = g T B9 = 2T &
. 4 3 ol
= © B = g S A o =3 N =0 -8 &
= B 2 ;e 58 5 g 3 o o ER- e
el 2 ) er - = -3 &2 ] b @] eA 4 @ = &
3 g Q 1%] +- 5] ] ! =3 Y - i N - i esy =
&S ¢l ') K} = Q a PN [¥) | %) = 3] = g
i) ] e T3 e Y w <] = oed o O o=
« ‘mm mU - ol R a3 2 L f - =3 M D -
-] o 0 = & £ k= @y > 5. =] £ a8 =
[®] ] e ) &0 L ¢ m.u. ] mm . ! A .v\u lu\ .,_U
- ) 2 ) .2 =1 = L ] & = oo
= g 2 £ . 02 s o = oea
dod a3 od = mmu 3 = el I < on 2
® o g H N = P P g 2
i &3 ‘bm (] ¥ et o ~ [ <A ¥
2 2 ot W mu K S ! el
Q2 oy . jon -— LA - nl
£ - ]l %] " e ~ 1_ o
- [ @Q 3 o ® =2 = o £
4 = 4 2
2 5 5 2ef 3
7 = o Dy =
® L= Loy o 8-
3 = wd G &
~ S g = =
-y el =]
PO =K 3
RS =™ e 3
<y E 53
- a v Y
s - el ~
= et
R



Early Welsh tales rarely speak of the architectural arrangements. However, post-
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upperts the theory of dining/sleeping halls, though the
agreement has been anything but uniform.® Beginning with Professor Alcock in Dinas
Powys and Cadbury Castle, Somerset,’ many archaeologists have come to the conclusion

that halls were in existence and used as both consumption and sleeping facilities.

Drofessor Char T qemce 1o mmllimeg o tormn cite TY AE D o A 00 300 o o ndnents o] BT 9 M-

Professor Charles Thomas is WiLing 10 term Site L 01 1NaGCiilie s Gig a potentiar hall” Dr.
\ . .- . . .

Brian Hope-Taylor's Yeavering writing is another notable agreement with this proposal

Cwvitas to Kingdom, the author reasons back why such structures were a necessary part of

the late Roman world.!! Dr. Laing has not only accepted the proposal but has produced
an article "Timber Halls: Some Problems", which survey the various obstacles in detecting
a hall on a site.'? Though currently not accepted by all experts, the idea is accepted by
most. The theory of halls is an established part of Dark Age Britain. La Charrette

25- ‘)\ A .dr
{ t

C

7 AT 1 . P P S o al e W ke T P ats DUV SR I § SR A S [ R s PR 51 T OO
© AICOCK, Urll(m 'UW_VL\', \\_ﬂldm. 1"/\),‘)\ VL, &_,uub[,{’rv \’,.u,i\utf, DOTNETSEd, (Cmumm 1‘1:»'3;.
b4

4 SRy

Though he docs fuve reservations about Alt Clut ("Reconnaissance excavations it carly histornc
fortifications and other roval sites in Scotland, 1974-84" 1"81.
admits that there are no other stractures like those he Bro
(Cardiff. 1963). 68), ‘
Thomias, Frglish [eriiagge Book of Tintagel. {London, 1993}, 90-1.
10 Scikirk, "Birdoswald, Dark Age ‘v‘v'é’iﬂs in a Romian Fot", Current Archiceoiogy 110 {(London, 19903,
288-91
11 Dark, From Civitas o Kingdom, {Leicesier, 1994), 178-81
12 Laing, "Timber Halls in Dark Age Britain-Somc Problems" 7OGNAS (Dwmdrics, 1969), 110-127
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Whoever sleeps three nights with a woman from when the fire is covered until it is nncovered on

the morrow. and from then on wants to leave her_ let him pay her a steer worth twenty pence and

per
angther worth thirty pence and another worth forty pence.  And if he takes her to house and home
and che is with him seven vears, he is bound to share with her from then on as with a wife with
besiowers.

Even when she was fully married as a gwraig briod, a woman might legally go

which a husband could not receive compensation for his wife was "if a man from afar from
a strange country should fondle her before knowing the law of the country".37

All this points to a strong Medieval Celtic tradition of princes arriving in foreign
lands and mating with the royal women there for a night. Tt is a pattern to be found
throughout Celtic lore, and one to be condemned by the new ideals of love formulated by

wOoInAn in a

I
4L

% A woman who has tived with onc ne Cil yCars.,
37 The Law uf Ihvwel Dda, trans. Jeuld 1. 1986). 48. The tenin "Foadle" is MW gofisio;
alternatively dodi bysedd viddi "putting fingers into her”, (Jenkins (1986) 241)

=% | have not made usc of Dr. Busby's excmplary work on Gauvain, Gawvain in Gld French [iterature
Amsterdam_ 1980). While it does do a good job in charting Gauvain's literary progress from the
t

(
A\
troubadours through the M

romances may have develeloped before the
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at hand, and increasingly in the Arthurian tales that followed. A Celtic theme is being
carefully lmdden. Chrétien's first leaves us a hint in Le Charrette. In the moments when

Lancelot watches Guimévre and attempts to jump to her, the author makes a coy remark

estoit 1a pucele venue,
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et cil respont: "Sainne et Heitiee,

dameisele | vos face Dex "

=
a
j=a
]
3
N

‘Plusor sont gui de presant

L SR g A

andissent cinc cenz merciz,

Then he goes on his way until. Iate in the ovening, he met a damsel coming his way who was
exceedingly beautiful and atiractive, clegantly dressed and adorned. This damsel greets him
discretely and politely, and he replics: "Mav God keen von healthy and happy, voung lady!™ Then

o

R INAYAS
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41 L i
*> La Charrerfe, 11, 360
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same stanza: "Rhag pebyll Madog pan atgoriai, Namyn un giir o gant nmi ddelat;" "... when

he used to come back to Madog's tent there used not to return but one in a hundred".”? In

(&1

a praise of Ceredig it 1s said: "cyn dyfod et ddydd, gowychydd et wybod;" "... his refine
manners were perfection” >4

These two distinct qualities are treated as equal in importance. There are further

simta oo trr G bm elemd rrmimar ~ard fm csrmet i te alom alesnr
i Chulainn's battle-fury is to send naked women out to greet him. He is also slowed in
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