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Chapter 2: Entering the realm of defining spirituality to adopt an interpretative framework so that this can be applied to this thesis – a literature review 

If insight is to be gained, what are we looking with, at or for?  

This includes Spirituality in the context of the hospital and spirituality outside healthcare setting  

I need to critic the appropriateness of such a conceptual construct End point of chapter:  how does that relate to children? 

 
Chapter 3: How does the adopted interpretative spirituality framework relate to the construct of the child and childhood development? 

Theories, models and images  

The rights of the child – giving children a voice 

(How does that relate to the children recruited in this research? – maybe too early to introduce) 

How does that relate to the contexts that they are in? (nurture) 

How does that relate to who they are? (nature)  

End point: This then relates to how children should be treated  

Chapter 4: The worlds that children encounter: What has been the professional response to 

relate spirituality to children or children to spirituality?  The intentionality of spirituality, 

bringing value to the  context of human community– the changing professional role, 

response and interpretation of spirituality in:-  

 - Education (Religious education) 

- Health (Palliative care and Nursing) 

 - Healthcare Chaplaincy (specifically the Scottish context) 

  The end point: one aspect that is being addressed is Spiritual assessment  

Chapter 6:  A pilot SAT: The specific 

tool under study. 

 

Methodology: The reason for the format 

- Qualitative research 

- The role of play  

- The place for story 

 

A description of the portfolio 

 Space 

 Museum 

 Journey 

 Sorting cards 

 

Recruits 

General overview – case profiles in 

Appendix 

 

Reflexivity 

 

End point in chapter: what kind of 

themes did emerge? 

 

Chapter 8: What type of insights did this tool reveal about 

children in hospital? 

 Their dis/connectedness through 

  -relationships 

  - activities 

  - in treatment 

End point in chapter: what did we learn about the tool? 

Chapter 10: What insights have been gained in this tool and its development to indicate the 

competencies required by a healthcare professional to conduct this SAT in an appropriate way with a 

child in hospital? 

End point: what theological insights are gained that contribute into this process? 

Chapter 9: What can we learn about a child by applying the adopted interpretative spirituality 

framework in order to understand the child’s spiritual needs during their healthcare journey? Select 

cases and present a worked through process.  

End point: Who would be the most appropriate person to fulfil this task? 

 

Chapter 11: What is the theological significance of this process in regards to the place of children, the role of the assessor 

and the impact of the encounter? 

 How do we view and communicate to children 

The place of multiple communities and meaning 

 The balance of power – who should be in control? 

Introduction 

Chapter 1: The journey to the question being asked: What are the insights gained from a portfolio of spiritual assessment tools of hospitalised school-aged children to facilitate the 

delivery of spiritual care offered by the healthcare chaplain?  

The  Novel 

Setting the scene 

Who are the 

characters in the 

story? 

Child 

Chaplain 

Family 

Staff 

Chapter 5: Spiritual Assessment Tools – the 

struggle to offer help 

 What has been offered? 

 Who has used them? 

 Who are they designed for? 

 What have been the benefits and 

difficulties? 

 Does this help answer the thesis 

question?  

End point: Answer:  - Yes, there is an 

identified gap in provision, hence the study 

Where do they 

meet? - hospital 

What happens 

when they meet? 

What do they 

do? 

How do they 

feel? 

What is said? 

Chapter 7: What have been the developments in 

the spiritual assessment tool? 

End point: what can we learn about a spiritual 

profile of a paediatric patient? 

What happens 

afterwards?  

1. Profile of 

child 

2. Self-

assessment of 

professional 

competence 

Related submitted 

papers  

Competences - Its' all about the 

interview 

Reflections on myself as the 

interviewer 0509 

It's all about me! 

Study Case 17 - new developments 

Storyboard - shopping trip case 

14,15,16 - It's all about the 

interview 

Storyboard - football trip case 

10,11,12,13 - It's all about the 

interview 

Storyboard - shopping trip case 

6,8,9 - It's all about the interview 

Storyboard - Museum trip case 7 - 

It's all about the interview 

Sorting Cards - It's all about the 

interview Cases 6-16 

Space Game - It's all about 

the interview 

Storyboard - shopping trip 

case 2-3 - It's all about the 

interview 

What does qualitative research 

contribute to the development of 

this thesis 

Child Development 

Table 

Appendixes 

Assessor competences 

position paper 

Spiritual Assessments position 

paper 

How do we tell stories and what do 

stories tell us 

Play position paper 

Child and spiritual 

development 

position paper 

Study Case 18 & 19- new developments 

written but not submitted 

Need for development of thesis 

Exploratory paper in the 

process of writing 

What happened 

Bibliography 

Literature progress 

written but not submitted 

MTh dis.  

Conclusion 

Assessor competences 

position paper 

Summary Profile of 

Cases 

And moral of the 

tale . . . .  


