[image: image1.png]



MUSIC PERCEPTION AND COGNITION LABORATORY

SCHULICH SCHOOL OF MUSIC, McGILL UNIVERSITY
INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE EXPERIMENT

This study is divided into the following three parts:

1. Experimental study – Part I

2. Experimental study – Part II

3. Pitch test

To complete each one of these three parts, the same procedure is followed.

· TASK. You will hear pairs of sounds, and for each pair you have to decide if the overall pitch goes up or if it goes down. You will judge it as going UP if you think that overall the second sound in the pair is higher in pitch than the first one. On the contrary, you will judge it as going DOWN if you think that overall the second sound is lower in pitch than the first one.
· INTERACTION. To listen to a pair of sounds, click on “LISTEN”. You will hear the two sounds, one after the other. If, after hearing the two sounds, you think that the overall pitch goes up, you have to select “Pitch goes UP”. On the contrary, if you think that the pitch goes down, you have to select “Pitch goes DOWN”. Having made your selection, you can proceed to listening to the next pair of sounds by clicking “LISTEN” again.
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You can listen to each pair of sounds only once. 

The text above the buttons informs you about your progress in each part of the study.

At the end of each part (the computer will let you know when this happens), you have to leave the booth and call the experimenter in order to proceed to the next part of the study.

· JUDGING THE OVERAL PITCH MOVEMENT. The sounds you will hear in both parts of the experiment are complex sounds containing many different frequencies. You are asked to make judgments about the OVERALL PITCH of each sound. By “overall pitch” we mean a single pitch that represents the whole sound. You should not think hard about this when you listen to the sounds, but rather trust your first impression: if, after hearing a pair of sounds, the pitch sounded like it was going down, that is your answer. If you really find it difficult to make a decision, you can try to sing those two sounds to yourself and see if you are singing them as going up or going down.
