VL

Universit
s of Glasgowy

https://theses.gla.ac.uk/

Theses Digitisation:

https://www.gla.ac.uk/myglasgow/research/enlighten/theses/digitisation/

This is a digitised version of the original print thesis.

Copyright and moral rights for this work are retained by the author

A copy can be downloaded for personal non-commercial research or study,
without prior permission or charge

This work cannot be reproduced or quoted extensively from without first
obtaining permission in writing from the author

The content must not be changed in any way or sold commercially in any
format or medium without the formal permission of the author

When referring to this work, full bibliographic details including the author,
title, awarding institution and date of the thesis must be given

Enlighten: Theses
https://theses.qgla.ac.uk/
research-enlighten@glasgow.ac.uk



http://www.gla.ac.uk/myglasgow/research/enlighten/theses/digitisation/
http://www.gla.ac.uk/myglasgow/research/enlighten/theses/digitisation/
http://www.gla.ac.uk/myglasgow/research/enlighten/theses/digitisation/
https://theses.gla.ac.uk/
mailto:research-enlighten@glasgow.ac.uk

BETWEEN - McALPINE A ND POLARTIS:!

PRI,

-

A Social Inscape Study ~ PH.D. THESIS

GECORGE GIACINTO GIARCHI

N TETT T

. Get.,1980, SOCIOLOGY DEPARTMENT, GLASECY  UrIVERSLTY.



ProQuest Number: 10662698

All rights reserved

INFORMATION TO ALL USERS
The quality of this reproduction isdependent upon the quality of the copy submitted.

In the unlikely event that the author did not send a complete manuscript
and there are missing pages, these will be noted. Also, if material had to be removed,
a note will indicate the deletion.

uesL

ProQuest 10662698

Published by ProQuest LLO (2017). Copyright of the Dissertation is held by the Author.

All rights reserved.
This work is protected against unauthorized copying under Title 17, United States Code
Microform Edition © ProQuest LLO.

ProQuest LLO.

789 East Eisenhower Parkway
P.Q. Box 1346

Ann Arbor, MI 48106- 1346



BETWEEN McALPINE AND POLARIS = : A SOCIAL INSCAPE STTUDY

.

SUMMARY

On the 4th.March,1961, the Polaris Nuclear Submarine Base was set up on the
Holy Loch, in an area known as East Cowal,Argyllshire,Scotland. About 3,000
Americans, mostly U.S servicemen,settled either at Base or ashore in the
semi~remote area . Another outside intrusion upon the quiet life of the
people in the Cowal Peninsula took place in the winter of 1972, when
McAlpine,the civil engineering and building contractoryset up a concrete
gravity structural complex at Ardyne within the same area . Almost 1,600
navvies descended upon the locality to build North Sea platforms for the
oil exploration off-shore in East Scotland . For eleven years before,the
people had had experience of inroads of foreign populations coming in
by regular rotation. In 1972 the situation altered dramatically,with the
incomers total” - a proportion of 29% of the resident population.

Between these two intruding, mostly bachelor, alien groups, life in the
old capital of Cowal,Dunoon, and a girdle of villages stretching on either
side, had been affected, and a seaside locality pushed into the front-line
of the arms build-up . The ecology, the political set-up, the economy,
and the culture locally had been diversely affected by the invasions.

In addition,regionalization exacerbated the outside remote controls when

_area was absorbed into the Strathclyde Region. For centuries the township

of Dunoon had been the adminstrative centre for the shore settlements.Now
the area was to be administered by Glasgow regarding major matters, and by
Lochgilphead regarding District affairs. Lochgilphead, ironically had been
for years a challenge to the Dunoonite bid for more and more local autonomy.
However, in 1975 the Dunoon Provost and the Town Council were waived aside,
and the locality together with the town were administered by a lesser burgh.
The outside controls were now complete, as the locality became more and more
enmeshed within the faraway centres of power - Washington with its military
aims, London with its oil objectives and assosciated industries, and
Glasgow with its Regionalization programmes. The peripheral was therefore
necessarily caught up with the centres of power with a growing local

frustration .

’

The impact was assessed during the election campaign of autumn'74, when
130 people were interviewed in the Burgh, so as to explore the burning
local issues that were surfacing during the local debates , at.a time when
discussion was encouraged regarding macro and micro issues.

Letters to the local press concerning the intrusions had been analyzed in
the macro/micro context, and the Shexiff Court accounts explored, in an
attempt to piece together the impact at cultural levels. The photographs
in the local press over the period since the USN invasion were also
assessed to establish the comparative effects of the intrusions and also
of regionalization locally.



SUMMARY 2

A conspectus of what the visitors to the traditional seaside holiday
strip felt about the possible changes was in part established through
interviews on the ferries, when 148 visitors were contacted during the
summer season of 1975. Opinions of the locality have been ascertained, thus
providing an outside view, and some appraisal of what visitors were feeling
about the changing face of East Cowal.

In the autumn/winter of 1975-'76, 525 people were interviewed in their
homes within the locality, so as to establish what they were feeling about
the changes which appeared to constitute a state almost of social siege,
which provided an inside view of local happenings and feelings.

The whole study was organized and designed within a new approach ,
providing a macro/micro analysis of events and their outcome over the years
since Proteus arrived at Holy Loch, and also an assessment, in particular,
of the plural consciousness of the people during the period of research .

Throughout that approach the study was set in the historical context of
the locality, especially of its old capital Dunoon , and focused upon the
locality in triptych viz. the Burgh of Dunoon in the centre, and the settlem-
ents to the South~West and the North-East flanking it and hinged to it on
each side.

Central to the approach - a "social-inscape approach" - was the import-
ance of the familiar to the residents, and the psychosocial upset that
surprise may bring ."Particularity"was a central concept throughout . From
the initial impact of outside invasions phases have been identified in the
chronicle of local events describedas a "maze" . The political interventions
from faraway centres of power were also analyzed, and often exposed as
"oblique"intrusions.
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P R E F A C E

"Above this race of men stands an immense and tutelary
power, which takes upon itself alone to secure their gratifications
and to watch over their fate. That power is absolute, minute, regular,
provident and mild. It would be like the authority of a parent if,
like that authority, its object was to prepare men for manhood; but, it
seeks, on the contrary, to keep them in a perpetual state of childhood:
it is well content that éeqple should rejoice, provided they think of
nothing but rejoicing. For their happiness such a government willingly
labours, but it chooses to be the sole agent and the only arbiter of
that happiness; it provides for their security, foresees and supplies
their necessities, facilitates their pleasures, manages their principal
concerns, directs their industry, regulates the descent of property,
and subdivides their inheritances: what remains, but to spare thém all
the care of thinking, and all the trouble of living?

"Thus it every day renders the exercise of the free agency of
man less useful and less frequent; it circumséribes the will within a |
narrower range and gradually robs a man of all the uses of himself..:.
After having thus successively taken each member of the community in its
powerful grasp and fashicned him at will, the supreme power then extends
its arm over the whole community. It covers the surface of society
with a network of small, complicated rules, minute and uniform, through
which the most original minds and most energetic characters cannot
penetrate, to rise above the crowd. The will of man is not shattered,
but softened, bent and guided..... Such a power does not destroy, but
it prevents existence; it does not tyrannise, but it compresses,
enervates, extinguishes, and stupefies a people, till each nation is

reduced to ncothing better than a flock of timid and industrious



animals of which the government is the shepherd."

Tocqueville {(1840):

DEMOCRACY IN AMERICA
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BY WAY OF INTRODUCTION
ST

QEAPTER 1. Setting the Local Scene

CHAPTER 2, Some Seminal Ideas:
IR Changé, lmpact and Community
Concepts.




1.
SETTING THE LOCAL SCENE

Extending alongside the fretted shoreline of the Cowal
Peninsula, south Argyll, Scotland, lie tourist resorts which have
catered for work-weary urbanites from the earliest days of the
Industrial Revolution. The peninsula extends out towards the Isle of
Bute, washed on all three sides by the waters of lochs, Kyles and
Firth. It hangs onto the mainland only by a narrow strip, some six
miles across and serrated by two glens: Kinglas and Croe. The land-
mass takes on the shape of a giant claw with fissures running inland
from the sharp-pointed promontaries, fragmenting the pawlike terrains
with glens, inland lochs, rivers and streams. Most of the area is
mountainous and approximately half is wooded, with settlements largely
along the shoreline; almost all of which face the densely populated
West of Scotland industrial region (see Map Diagrams 1, for location
and main communicatiors).

Dunoon, the capital of Cowal, stands at the narrowest point
on the Firth where for centuries travellers have ferried between
Highland and Lowland. It is around and within this small burgh of
approx. 9,200 people that most of the population of Cowal is clustered.
Map Diagram 2 accompanied by general information gives some indication
of the town's size and local facilities. As on Map 5, there is a line of
smaller settlements stretching on each side of the capital, which could
be described as a necklace of villages connected by a winding road
around the neck of the Holy Loch. Settlements here stand more or less
apart, beginning with Ardentinny, then Blairmore, Strome, Kilmun,
Sandback and Ardnadam, and so round to Hunters Quay and Kirn extending

to the centre-piece, Dunocon. On the other side, in a south westerly
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direction lie Bullwood, Innellan and Toward, stretching out to Ardyne
Point, where the road runs upwards into the wilds of Inverchaolain -
the other end of the necklace of settlements. That road ends by Loch
Striven alongside - the shore, and is one of the most dramatic cul-de-
sacs in Britain. Significantly, the road at tpe other end also stops
dead just outside of Ardentinny, to the north, alongside Loch Long,
although a single road swings off, just before it ends, into the woods
over the hill to Loch Eck. The ends of both roads, therefore, can be
said to lead nowhere, as the ebb and flow of life by the water's edge
run to and from the town of Dunoon, known since the thirteenth century
as "the capital castle of the Lordship of Cowal"l It is about these
settlements, uniquely linked over time in their semi-isolation that
this study is concerned. Although two roadways, the B836 and the A815,
run out of the straggling shore~road westwards and neorthwards, they are
travellers' highways where no local.bus service or railway-line run.

In an area that lays claim to be one of the finest beauty
spots in Britain (and according to many locals: in the world) every-
- thing imaginable is offered the out-of-door enthusiast on land, and on
water, Both the yachtsman and the pony-trekker are catered for, as
well as the rock-climber and sea-angler, the sub-acquatist as yell as
the bird and wild-life observer. Cowal not only leads to the Highlands,
it offers its own miniature highland heathered peaks, and its nine
lochs, to the tourist, with forest and mountain walks, together with
trout streams and salmon rivers (see Map Diagram 5}. The wildness of
the peninsula can best be attested by the fact that over 39 different
bird species, including the Heron and the Golden Eagle make their home
in Cowal.

It was in this peaceful and semi-isolated area that
militarists established an American naval missile base in 1961. This

was no ordinary arrangement, because it was the first European US
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, Polaris Base, altering the balance of power in the US/Russian
confrontation. Moreover, it brought the realities of nuclear threat
more dramatically home to the local people of a rather remote part of
Scotland. Set up within the parish of Dunoon and XKilmun, the nuclear
missiles stacked at first aboard the depot ship,and later stored
within the surrounding mountains and countryside, pushed the rural-
urban locality into the very forefront of nuclear threat. ihe element
of surprise runs throughout the story of the US Base, as we shall see,
from the first announcement of the establishment of the Base by
Macmillan to his colleagues, from the subsequent local intimation to
the Duncon Town Council by a telegram; from the consequent establishment
of the Polaris Base overnight, as the US depot ship moved in and
anchored off-shore. Unlike other bases there was here no previous
onshore installation, no building of gquays, nor quarters. The anchor-
age was a natural one, and the ship was both quarter and workshop for
the service personnel and submariners. The local newspaper of 4 March
1961 described the arrival at Holy Loch of the nuclear submarine tender-
ship, Proteus on the third of March:

"The vessel entered the loch shortly before 10 o'clock, flying

the stars and stripes at her rear mast. She was towed stern

first to her moorings by two powe?ful tug~boats, a third tug

being deployed at the stern to keep her course. Three planes

flew overhead, while pinnaces of the Royal Navy patrolled the

loch.“2

Instantly, the quiet loch lost its peace, and the necklace of
villages and centrepiece township of Dunoon were hung around a neck of
nuclear armaments. Overnight, the loch had become one of the West's most
strategic vantage-points.
The establishment, personified by the Burgh officials,

offered a civic reception on Friday 10 March, when the Lady Provost



addressed the USN personnel in these terms:

"It gives me particular pleasure on behalf of the Town

Council and of the citizens of the Burgh of Dunoon to welcome

most warmly the officers and enlisted men of the USS Proteus,

who are to be ocur new neighbouég at their station in the Holy

Loch. Duncon and the Cowal shore may at this moment be un-~

familiar to you, but soon you will get your bearings, and will

enjéy with us this lovely part of Scotland, where we have the

hills- the glens, the lochs and the beautiful Firth of Clyde.

I hope that you will get a lot of joy and pleasure from the

surroundings in which you now find yourselves. We are friendly

people in Duncon, and we pride ourselves that we know how to

welcome visitors in our midst. We do not, however, loock on

you as visitors, for you are going to work and live heré, and

will, we hope, beccme one with us.“3

It was said then, that the USN Base would probably remain

three years in the area; that was suggested 15 years ago. There are
many questions which must be raised about the effects of that military
and foreign presence which cover aspects of life locally, and it was to
answer some of them that I moved into Dunoon in 1974 to explore thé
social texture of life within the linked settlements on the eastern
shores of the Cowal Peninsula. However, I. was not aware until T

took up residence in the locality - that other events had been afdot
within the locality of eastern Cowal.

About ten years after the USN Base was established, when
the census of 1971 was completed, plans were carried out for the
creation of a "gravity structure" plant at Ardyne to the south of the
Burgh of Duncon, which would involve the influx of ocutside labourers

and technicians, and an onshore ecological change to the landscape,

with the buildings of basins along the shore, excavations, and the
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erection of a McAlpine navvy camp. The soil and rocks from the shore
were to alter the shore-line by the building up of a hill overloocking
the site. Here in the guiet countryside where the sheep grazed, and
where people refired for the rural solitude, a whole new w6rid erupted with
an endless stream of heavy loxries, both day and'nighmcarfying concrete
mix and girders. Buses brought hundred of navvies from daybreak along the
narrow shore road, with at least 1050 men journeying by ferry from "the
other side"r or- from Buté.

So, the pressures for the loca}‘people of the Cowal Shore came
from two ends of the o0ld parish of Dunpén and Kilmun: from the Navy
Base at the north end,and the navvy cggp at the south end. Between
Polaris and NQAlpinea-whole new world of living and style ofylife
invaded the rﬁral-urban locality. And as_if to put the ﬁinal turn on
the screw, regionalisation soﬁe years after, was to be implemented in
May 1975, altering the controlling powers by taking the district out of
a Highlamd.and‘Islands setting, and placing it with the industrial
mass of Stratheclyde to the south, making commercial Glasgow its
administrative and planning centre, the’metropo;is on "the other side®
of the Firth.

The estimated population of the settlements in East Cowal

“in 1975 was approximately as follows:

The Burgh of Dunoon:

Population 2, 122 comprising the township of Duncon and the settlements
of Kirn and Hunters Quay to the East, and part of Bullwood to the West.4
These settlements constitute oné burgh,which is not to say that they
constitute one place, a matter to be discussed later.

The Eastern Cowal Shore:

1. Population of the five settlements lying to the north-east of the Burgh:
Ardentinny: estimated population 1co
Blairmore: estimated population 309

Strone: estimated population 363



Kilmun: estimated population 318
Sandbank & estimated population 850 (two settlements merged into one but
Ardnadam:
not necessarily one in the minds of the people-~ to be discussed
later.)
2. Population of the two settlements to the south-west of the Burgh :
Innellan: estimated population 956

Toward: estimated poéulation 110

3. Population of a coastline row of houses called Bullwood, running into the Burgh

4
-

and also into Innellan:
estimated population 384 *

The Scattered Areas:

1. Population of associated scattered rural homesteads, less determined, or linked
with settlements to the west of the Burgh:
Inverchaolain (inéluding Port Lamont):
estimated population 120
2. Population of associated scattered rural homesteads (by Loch Eck, the tai;—end
of the Holy Loch)
Benmore and Rashfield and also scatitered homsteads by Glens Lean and Masson :
estimated population 105
(All above estimates include children.)

These estimates were difficult to establish, short of a complete population
survey, because the researcher had only the 1971 "Index to Scottish Place Names"
(HMS80) to go by, the R.G. Report estimates, and distussion over the possible
populations with administrators to the District, with locals, and reference to
electoral rolls and data from the Information Tourist Office locally. The
estimates are set out to present some comparative measure for size. The scatter
of houses amidst fields and alongside the lochs does not make assignment easy,

where ultimately local consensus as to the identification of

* The settlement populations given above are not to be confused with the C.C.E.D.s
of the Census which include more than the settlements.



boundaries alone can ultimately establish where villages begin and end,
a matter which will be éonsideréd.later when I will consider and also
discuss the - 6% sample of the entire area around Dunoon. The intention
was not to-present a'demographic study - The. Census itself leaves the data
incomplete, becaudse it does not take count of places below 100 people
(which places can considerably alter from one Census to the ﬁext).
-0 . .- : In any case,
ny study set out to assess cextain factors of a sociolegical nature
within a ligited timespan, so that“exact" statistics for e%ery single place
were not possible, nor were they alﬁays necessary.

If the difficulty in establishing the exact populations of
the scattered settlements around Duncon presented difficulties, that of
estimating the number of USN personnel and the Ardyne workforce
proved much more problematical. A conversation with officers attached
to the Base and with administrators at Ardyne Camp, convinced me
forcibly that there can be as much secrecy about personnel within an
industrial workforce as with the military. 1In fact, the military were
more cooperative when it came to manpower estimates.

The USN American and Ardyne populations were as follows in

the autumn of 1975:°

1. American/Servicemen:

(a) aboard USS Vvessels : - . approx. 1400
tb) ashore: in East Cowal : " 700 (approx.600 accompanied
‘ by wife )
on the other side
of the Firth : approx . 180 (approx 100 accompanied

by wife )



Dependents-

fa) xresiding in East Cowal:
wives approx, 600
children approx. 480

b) residing on the other side of the Firth.

wives approx. 100
children approx. 60
Note: those residing ashore without wife were not necessarily single,
some were married enlisted men whose wives were in the USA). The CB. s
(Brigade of semi-military men engaged in construction work) - 20.
Civil Technical Staff-: attached to the Base -
approx. 90 (for 6 month periods)

2. McAlpinie Personnel:

{(a) navvies resident at the Camp:
approx. 500

‘b) various personnel resident in East Cowal:
approx. 160

married with wife approx. 25

{c) daily work force coming in by chartered ferries:
approx. 800

{d) daily work force coming in by usual ferries:
approx. 250

{e) American technicians for short periods.

approx. &0
Dependents:
In East Cowal -~ approx. 25 wives

approx . 36 children



Of the approximately 480 children of USN personnel residing in
East Cowal in Autumn 1975, 312 were on the local school rolls, as shown

in Table 1.

TABLE 1: PROPORTION OF USN PUPILS IN EAST COWAL SCHOOLS (1975-76)

Schools in East Teaching Total Number Number of %
Cowal Staff of usiy USN
Pupils Pupils Pupils
1. ST. MUN'S R.C. 9 201 67 33,73
PRIMARY
2. STRONE PRIMARY 4 91 23 25,3
3. SANDBANK PRIMARY 9 127 23 1€.1
4. KIRN PRIMARY 16 377 59 15.7
5. DUNOON PRIMARY 15 378 57 15.1
6. RASHFIELD PRIMARY 2 - 42 5 11.9
7. TINNELLAN PRIMARY T4 75 8 iC.7
8. DUNOON GRAMMAR - 71 986 69 7.C
9, TOWARD PRIMARY 2 31 1 3.2
10. ARDENTINNY PRIMARY 2 20 0 0.0
TOTALS: ALL SCHOOLS 134 2528 312 13.4
TOT ALS : PRIMARY SCHOOLS 63 2257 245 10.7

(Source: DIVISIONAL EDUCATION OFFICER - ARGYLL + BUTE
DIVISION)

The teacher ratio was between 1 to 10 pupils (Ardentinny) and 1 to
25.2 (Dunoon Primary), so that it would appear, at first sight at any
rate, that the influx of USN pupils had nét strained the teacher/pupil
ratio. {(Children of incoming '"Brdyners" could not be.accurately checked from
rolls. Being mostly Scots, with local addresses, no special note was made of
them on rolls}. However, the USN rotation of crews and personnel
during the school year created sudden and unpredictable rises in the
number of children sometimes overcrowding certain classes and upsetting

the curriculum as shall later bhe discussed.



The composition of the total population as estimated above approximately,
‘ _works out as follows:

TABLE 2:; PROPORTION OF USN/ARDYNE WORKER INCOMERS/AND DEPENDENTS

Approx
Population types No. %
LOCAL RESIDENTS in Burgh of Dunoon 9, 122 71.6
(including \ . A
; " 1] h
children furth" (outside) of Burg 3,615 28.4
TOTALS 12,737 100.0
USN RESIDENT Naval personnel aboard Canopus
INCOMERS AT and Barge 1,400 42.6
igiiLgiYIN Naval personnel ashore in East
Cowal 700 21.3
Wives residing in East Cowal 600 13.2
children residing in East Cowal 480 14.6
American civil technical staff %0 2.7
CB.s 20 0.6
TOTALS: 3,290 100.0
PERSONNEL OF Navvies at camp - 350 44.8
McALPINE {dent i . 1 30.7
RESTDENT Resident in East Cowa 310 e
LOCALLY Wives resident in East Cowal 25 3.2
Children resident in East Cowal 36 4L,6
American technicians ' 60 T7
TOTALS ¢ ’ 781 1CC.0
SUM TOTAL RESIDENTS: 1 6808 100. 00
INCOMING Daily from the other side of the
WORKERS Firth 1,050 5.9 .

SUM TOTALS.ALL RESIDENTS + DAILY WORKER INCOMERS 17,858 100.00

These "working approxiﬁate totals" indicate that taking the incomers
both resident and dailf migrants (5,121), they represented a proportion
of 28.TR% of the 17,858, Taking both the McAlpine and USN incomers at
Base and ashore, or at the camp, (4,071), they represented a proportion
of 24&2% of the residents — the "Outsiders' Proportion Ratio" (O.P.R.)

The impact of the O.P.R. and the <travelling alien population implies

considerable possible psychosocial and socio-economic problems for

the people of the Burgh' and surrounding locality.
Wnen in this study I refer to"incomers",

I will vbe referring to the
people in the above population o f

3,290 USN s 1 i et wealpd
5,29 bersonnel and dependerte, 781 dealpine

staff and dependents, ard 1,050 incoming daily workers. The local people referred
to thez as"the 3;9omers ", )



Dunoon Burgh is really three settlements. Firstly, there is the old
town area converging around the piér and main street, then, merging into
it, are the settlements of Kirn a;d Hunters Quay to the North-East,
alongside the shore of what is known locally as the East Bay. On the other
side of the pier is the West Bay (see Map 2). The immediate shore-line
dwellings that skirt the four miles of promenade running from the West Bay
to the East Bay were built around the middle or end of the last century,
with a few blatant exceptions, such as the concrete Hall and some modern
shops standing almost on top of the pier, looking incongruous by the
Victorian main street building-line, The sweep of the Bays to the left and
right of the pier, with the neat line of houses and gardens alongside the
promenade, present an imposing aspect, but the old walls and grey facades
of once érouder mansions tell one that the Burgh has known better days.

The town, as shown in Map 2; is mainly centred upon Argyll Street,
the chief shopping place. In 8ll, there are only two other streets:

Hillfoot Street, and John Street, which could be regarded as shopbing
precincts. Apart from the hotels and boarding houses skirting the two bays,
the Burgh is mainly residential, At the time of the research, there were
six public houses, three restauranks, two cafes, two tea-rooms, four
Scottish Banks, three chemist shops, the Burgh Hall, a closed-down
cinema, and a Woolworths store, ih the main str&&t characterised by a

long line of small shops running up from the Esplanade and public gardens

in front of the pier.

The old Kirk dominates Dunoon on the hill behind the pier, complemented
by the imposing steeples of two Presbyterian Churches overlooking the main
street.

The modern indoor swimming pool on the East Bay, together with the
Queen's Hall, break the shore contour of a nineteenth-century watering resort,
Only when one reaches the inner streets and comes across three modern Council
Estates: at the Glebe (off George Street), Valrose Terrace (off Alexander

Street), and at Ardenslate (alongside Ardenslate Road), does gne come across
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the more contemporary scene (see Map 2). Running into the Ardenslate scheme
are the Waverley Court flats, where ﬁSN enlisted personnel live. Off the
main street, standing like a Warehouse, is the American Commissary. Both
the naval flats, and the Commissary, are tucked out of sight.

American cars in the streets with their US gumber plates, however,
stand out from the Scottish scene, and American accents betray the presence
of hundreds of civilian-clad naval personnel.

So much for the small Burgh, what of the surrounding locality?
Motoring from Dunoon to Ardyne along the East Shore in a southerly direction,
the visitor noticed in 1974-76, the heavy traffic of lorries and green McAlpine
vans. Here the road was being widened and straightened by scores of navvies.

On approaching Ardyne, low flying helicoptgrs patrolled the environs around
Toward and Ardyne. At Ardyne the gigantic towers of concrete platforms for the
North Sea oil field appeared beyond the trees, rising abBove dust and hundreds of
men at work, amidst the shouting of gangers and the whirr of huge mixers, each
tower being higher than the Post Qffice Tower in London.

When the visitor journeyed from Dunoon, in the other direction towards
the North West, after leaving Hunters Quay, the grey hull of the US Polaris
depot ship loomed up incongruously alongside a gigantic floating dry dock with
nuclear submarines alongside. The hum of engines, and the busy activity of small
craft, coasting to and from the long pier at Ardnadam, presented a discordant
picture, in an otherwise remote and peaceful loch setting, intruding upon the
peaceful villages of Sandbank, Kilmun, and Strgne, which together with the line
of dwellings known as Rashfield, circled the loch and its noisy vessels. Around@
Strone Point the small villages of Blairmore and Ardentinny appeared to be more
removed from the US naval intrusion, but a sense of peace was soon shattered
when ariving at the naval torpedo range at Loch Long, once noted for its quiet

retreat and its herons.



. The concrete gravity.North Sea structures at Ardyne to the south,
and the USN Base to the north of the Burgh, were out of sight, when cne
was in Duncon, but the casual visitor was reminded by the USN cars, the
green McAlpine vans, and the strange accents of incomers, that things
were afoot in Cowal, For me the intriguing guestion was to repeatedly
come back between 1974-76 during my stay within the locality - "What
is actually happening to the people in the settlements between McAlpine
and Polaris?" .The answers I formulated are set out in this sh:éy, but
more was happening in Cowal besides the USN and McAlpine impact.

At the same time, there was the 1975 administrative annexation of
the locality with Glasgow. I was anxious to assess the local impact
of the American, Ardyne invasions, plus the annexation, because they
seemed toconcertina upon the 1life of the people at ss many levels. I
had originally gone to Dunocon imagining that the study would be solely of
the impact of the USN Base upon the people, only to éiscover, as shall be
demonstrated later, that local people were also concerned about the new
Ardyne complex, and the disruption of the local administration through
the new regionalization. It appeared that the impact of the USN Base
had to be seen in comparative terms, and a triple analysis carried out:
of the impact of the Polaris Base, of Ardyne and of regionalization.

An impact study cannot assess the change and consequent stress outside
the total framework. As it was to hapéen, there emerged a triptﬁh_Of
life in the locality - but, it appeared that the three outside intrusions
were shifting across that <itriptych taking turns as it were to be in the
centre,

The Burgh was central, the settlements to the Socwth-West. and the North-
East, flanked it on each side, in a population distribution where the
main bulk of the people lived in the Burgh along the shore, and the other
minor groupings to the right and left of it. None of the settlements to

the NE and SW of Dunoon appeared to have centres - they straggled by



the coast; whereas, Dunoon had a centre around its main street, which is
the chief shopping street for the settlements on either side of the Burgh,
which is their ancient capital. The study will therefore attempt to examine
life within the locality under the impact of the three intrusions of
militarization, industrialization and regionalization. These will be studied
mainly with regard to their effect principally on Dunoon. But all three

A
impacts, as will be seen, shook each sector of the locality in turn, because

all three sectors were linked together historically, economically, and

socially with the Burgh as shall be demonstrated.
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2.

SOME SEMINAL IDEAS: CHANGE, IMPACT,
AND COMMUNITY CONCEPTS

"It is not to be denied that if the point of view
from which the analysis is made were pressed
further there would be much more toc be explained.
The extent to which a concept explains something
can never be absolute; it always keeps step with
the expansion and intensification of insight into
the total structure"

Rarl Mannheim (1936)l

The number and variety of locality or settlement studies
concerned with their social structure and institutions are rather
bewildering in their miriad approaches and because of their multiple
foci. As far back as 1927 a bibliography put together by Allen
Eaton and Shelby M. Harrison contained no fewer than 2,275 titles of
prejects or studies, of which 154 were comprehensive locality studiés
and 2,621 were specialised assessments of diverse areas in settlements.2
Plowman, D.E.G. et.al. (1962) list 21 British "community studies” carried
out since 1939. After 1962 there has been a renewed interest in such -
projects, amongst which have been the notable studies of: Stacey, M.
(1960), Collisom, P. (1963), Emmett, L. (1964), Glass, R. (1964), ¥
Jennings, H. (1962), Littlejohn, J. (1964), Spencer, J. (1964), Williams, W.M.
(1963), Elias, N. '& Scotson, J.L. (1965) and Frankenberg, R. (1966).° At
the same time, numerous books offered critiques of '"community studies“.AMorecwu,
there Nas peenm. a remewed interest in the effects of industrialisation
upon small settlements in Scotland during the upsurge in oil development.

In search for a conceptual and methodological lead to fellow, the

substantive context of the study will be the guiding factor in utilising
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previous aﬁproaches.

This is the study of impact upon a peripheral locality, firstly by
events and decisions made in the outside‘SPhere of the larger world, and secondly
by the invasion of outsidefs within its confines. This being the substantive
context, and clusters of settlements in East Cowal being the areal context, will
necessitate some discussion at the outset of the relevant concepts of impact,
and social change . Although ather concepts will be utilised, these are the
major hinges upon which the present énalysis revolves. Given, -as shall be
shown, the multiple sociological perspectives on both changé and community; and
the sociological gaps in the discussion of impact, the explanatory framework
can hardly be put together without a careful selection of suitable material
drawn from a tested store of knowledge.

Sociological analysis with regard to impact demands further study.

The framework stands or falls on its cardinal concepts, but on social changes
there is a profusion of data and on impact too little. The concepts will be
dealt with each in turn and the problematics associated with them within their
theoretic field; a viewpoint will be adopted, and the concepts which are
cardinal to this study will be related to each other within a basic framework.

R Nisbet (1972) has shown that the sociological study of social change
is concerned with the search for succes$ive differences in time of a persisting
identitys. Since over time settlements may change endogenously, or exogenously, or
both, it will be necessary to review the social theories which bear more directly
upon cumulative change and difference under impact. The backdrop to Western
living is modernity with its dﬁnamic innovations and explosive proliferation of new
ideas. When any outside event intrudes upon the local scene, one must be able to
assess first of all what changes may be ascribed to the ongoing diffusion of
modernity, and what changes to the unusual event with differences to match either
growth or impact. A synoptic view of the theories indicates that broadly speaking
they divide into firstly, those which chart trends or dialectical
development which evol?e over long periods of time (evolutionism),

and secondly, those which assess the disjunctures
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caused either in the short or long term, in micro/macro terms which may be
planned/unplanned, or be intended/unintgnded processes (diffusionism). The
metaphoric substrata underlying the former are analogies of flow and growth in
change, and underlying the latter those of discontinuity and intrusion.

The first approach, though it represents a broad umbrella for numerous
evolutionary and neo-evolutionary theories, emphasises the ceaselessness of change,
but at the same time the continuity underlying the progreséioﬁ and development,

The movement across modern society is from the simple to the complex6. Transition
is about the move from the indefinite incoherent homogeneity to a definite coherent
heterogeneity7. Traditional ways of living may now give way to rationalised
controls, and personality and local status,with the charisma they carry,no longer

Pl b
are paramount.

Some writers take a before—and-after look at settlements and dectors
of life within the pervasive ambit of progressive change. Firstly, A Feldman
(1960), W Moore (1960, 1965), N J Smelser (1964, 1966), and M Levy (1967) for
example, assess what is as compared with what wass. Secondly, they identify
industrialisation as the main cause of change in the indigenous ways of living.

M J Levy (1967) describes it as the "universal social solvent' which permeates
through the social fabricg. Taking the Durkheimian analogy of organic growth,

the theorists see society as composed of interdependent parts where change in

some affects the whole. Close upon the concept of industrialisation is the concept
of modernisation - the more industrialisation, the more modernisation. But
modernisation has not a uniform effect throughout the economic, political and
social sectors of life, as demonstrated by several neo-evolutionists.

N J Smelser (1966) describes the association transformationle: and WF
Ogburn (1922) says that people often do hold onto their customary ways of lifell.
He adds that kinship networks, churches, and schools often are resistant to
change. Although an evolutionist, he was well aware of the fixity, the
persistence and resistence which may characterise certain sectors of societylz.

He goes so far as to say:



"The persistence of culture at times appears so strong that it seems as though
13
culture actually resists change"” . He makes the punt that the cultural

vestiges that survive the advent of modernity fulfil certain needs, functions, or

desires. He calls these "cultural utilities" 14. .  ;*“’

Thus it is that culture once established tends to persist because it has

utility. Ogburn regards technology as a form of culture , which he terms’"material
culture” in contradistinction to "non-material culture" which are customs, beliefs,
philosophies and laws 15. The technological innovations do not bring about
immediate changes according to Ogburn,who states that non-material culture lags
behind material culture. Change may be a progressive phenomenon, but culture

does persistin older forms. The new must provide superior utility befere the old

gives way.

Tye concept of lag as set out by Ogburn would appear to have important
implications as stressed by Appalbaum. R P.(1970), although.cOmpletely missing,
as is Ogburn, from A.Smith's(1976) analysis of the literature on social change 16.
According to Ogburn,cultural differentiation takes place within a society which is
being.indugtrialised _ because older utilities persist, or psychologically because

-

there is no time for adjustment in the rapidity of change in a technological society.

This . forms the basis for Alvin Toffler“s(1970) assessment based on Ogburnl7

Ogburn lists at least nine barriers to cultural change in certain levels
of living,or in certain areas,atypical of changes elsewhere .These deserve specific

mention as they will be most relevent to the discussion of community, and to the

findings of my reseaich in Dunoon and district.

Firstly, there is geographic isolation. The St.Kilda story by Tom Steel

L1} v
(1975) is a case in point. Moderni sation lagycreated disparities, especilly in

social terms,between the mainland of Scotland and the remote island18 .

Secondly, climate or the absence of natural xesources . Where there is a

lack of local resources and conditions for the establishment of indus trialisation,
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industries geldom move in ,Also, such resources refer to much more than industries,

for example,eating habits are greatly determined by local food resources. (Once
again life on St.Kjlda provides example where the island dietary habits were

centred on fulmars ., )Whatever might be said about Western culture, or the national

trends, when it comes to assessing*what persists locally in a sector or settlement,
the cultural forms are determined,according to Ogburn, by their correlation to

other parts of culture 19 .

Thirdly, there is the power of a: particular economic class who resist

change because their vested interests might be threatened."Those who derive except-

ional benefit from rent,iiterest and profits resist changes that endanger, or

affect adversely these sources of income"?oAccgrding to Ogburn,pcwer,which-is closely
correlated with money and property,accounts for lags.

Fourthly, traditional hostility inherent in the particular mores xesists

the new order. The A.P. Cohen (1978) account of a Shetland communityt resistence

to the ways of the "Scoth man" - to which I will return later -~ illustrates the

point made by Ogburn 21 .

Fifthly, there is fear of the unknown attached to the new, especially when

hazards accompany it , or any risks. This may be extended to such areas as fear of

-

accidents assgociated with some-forms of work,and even to unionisation where breaks in

work are feared,which has been brought out in the Scottish oil studies,as we shall .

later see.

Sixthly, there is the force of habit with the attendant conservatism it

engenders)especially wh€re innovations are rarer,as is brought ocut in peripheral

areas ' .by community studies ,which I will refer to later.

Seventhly, there is social pressure through fear fostracism or punishment, but

also because of a preference for security in orderliness, definiteness . The

predictable brings with it a certain order and insulation against the unknown.



Eighthly, there is noétalgia for the past with the tendency to glorify

and forget the unpleasant, when presented with the choice of the new. Ogburn

takes up the sigh of the “"good 0ld days"% adding that it is accdmpanied by

"gelective forgetting” 1, T ‘ »

-
Tastly, there is anxiety because of uncertainty attached to the unknown,

' guperior utility is the deciding factor.

' s e PR e -
e W -

:'Althéugh Ogburn ennumerateé the above barriers to change,he is well.aware
of the attraction of adventure ané of 1nncvation, well aware that overall the -
new takes over progressivelyin the dialectic of change, but he appreciates that
adaptation is not uniform evexywﬁefe. Thiswfits in with thé phénome#én of
segmental living referred to by Duikheim 22, and of "involutions" referred to by
Geertz creating couﬁter—tféﬁds 23 . This fits in with M.J. Levy's ‘observatlon
that there are segmenmsof'modern 11v1ng which are "relatlvely non-‘modernlsed" 24.

So that according to Sahllns M.D and Service E R. (1960), also Stewart J H (1959),

social evolution is 'accompanied by cultural differentiation .

Eisenstadt S.N. (1964),in his.analysis within the neo—evolttioﬁist approach,
sees elites mediating the process, often controlling it from the centre. The
modernising elites institutionalise the new values and schemes with their goals
through organisations 25 . The elites, however, are encapsulated within the
pracess of modernication itself, thrown up,aé. it were,by the upheaval of changing

26 ) . . -
developments

Without entering: further into ﬁhe evolutionist approach, discussed at length
by T.Parsons (1960, 1966),R.A.Nisbet (1967, 196%9,1970,1972),R.P Appelbaum (1970) , .
and A.D.Smith (1976), amongst others 27, and leaving aside the systemic approach

(which stands astride the evolutionist and dJdiffusionist approaches )till later,

a review of the giffusimist perspective on social change will follow.



Whatever the views of diffusionists, they all agree that change occurs mainly
outgside the unit under study, that it is exogenous, that chance, not a dialectic
inherent in the historical pfocess, is a dominant factor. Innovations are
diffused by such phenomena as unpredictable ethnic and population movements.
Empirically the approach is often centred on micro events, identifying collision
and culture clashes, creating disruption, discontinuity and rupture. Events linked
with ideas are denominators of change. History is viewed in a non-serial foim,

often as a sequence of disjointed episodes in an absurxd worldzs.

-

Movements of people generated interests in d%ffused ideas and innovations,
in such studies as those of W.I. Thomas énd F. Znaniecki (1927), R.E. Park (1951,
1960)29. Contact, conflict, and competition characterise the influx of people as
they fight for space, creating the immigration problems of the new world. E. Rogers

(1962), following G. Tarde (1903), emphasises that communicability is the crucial

factor, as innovators invade the fabric of 1ife3o. If the outsiders do not fit in

with existing beliefs and mores, life is disturbed by the "marginal" peoplesl.'

Mass movements, such as nationalism and communism, invade life. These are

inspired, as E. Kedourie (1960) points out, by the ideas of the intellectuals who

are the prophets of the secular age32. Mass Movements with their invasion of

ideas and emotions erupt, with what Trevor-Roper (1961) describes as "powerful

ideas"33, within sectors of society, which challenge older attitudes and beliefs.

Mass media also invade the life of man, disseminating ideas, creating "psychic

4

mobility"3 . D. Lerner (1958) and K.W. Deutsch (1966) examine the interpersonal

and collective diffusion of ideas through such media35. Physical and social
mobility, according to them, make modern man more receptive to information. The
psychic mobility extend man's horizon, making him more receptive and open, but

he may at the same time be indoctrinated by the elites using the media to diffuse

an ideology.



29

The exogenous nature of change, whether due to movements of population,
mass movements, or'whatever extraneous event(s), 1s the significant factor, as
defended by R Nisbet (1972). He cites A R Radcliffe-Brown (1957), reminding
the followers of theeminent.structural-functiOnalist that he distinguished between
two forms of change: 1. change within the structural-form (readjustment), and
2. change of the structural-form (change of type)36. Change within is embedded
in all social structures. He observes that systematic writers often confuse the
two. He says that changes in type "do not emerge genetically in cumulative
growthlike, and sequential fashion from a long line of smaller changes within

1137

the system"™’, and adds that major social changes are "closely related to impacts

and forces from outside"SB. Thus he commends the Weberian approach which dealt
with the problems of change which he saw as pre-eminently historical and event-
oriented: event, time, circumstance and place are the important variables. He
rejects Marx's analysis, which he regards as essentially immanentist39.‘

Without entering fully into the Marx/Weber debate on their views about
changeao, one must have reservations about Nisbet's simplistic dismissal, and
this for certain reasons associated with a critique of the endogenous and
exogenous approaches. Firstly, no single theory can hope to embrace and encompass
the immense varieties of change over time. Secondly, although their starting
points are diverse, both Marx and Weber provide us with insights into the
phenomenon of change over time. Thirdly, both are historically oriented, and
concerned with situational impact in a world of events. Without falling into the
temptation of fusing their views, it may be said that Marx's endogenous emphasis
when dealing with Western development did not rule out a diffusionist theory of non-
Western capitalism, as D Smith (1976) expertly shows4l.

However, before establishing an eclectic basis for an approach to this
study, the shortcomings of the endogenous and exogenous approaches do need
to provide limits, and the advantages in each reviewed, so as to provide

appropriate conceptualisation.



The endogenous may be criticised for the obvious teleological bias,
And apart from Ogburn's allowances for the envirommental factors, and those of the
Chicago School, change is often viewed in an envirommental vacuum, whereas
environment is linked with cultural changes. Secondly, the clear cut-off points
in the evolving process are determined by an imposition of a deterministic blueprint
rather than by an analysis of historical events. Thirdly, there is a tendency, as
shown in Parson's rendering of Weber's rationalisation process, to reformulate
and extend the analysis that was confined to one epoch to that of civilisation
in its entirety42. Fourthly, theorisks often begin by asserting and adopting
the endogenous, yet lapse into the exogenous, so that authors like Eisenstadt
(1973) become emmeshed in contradiction43. Lastly, the categories are'too
broad.

The neo-evolutionist approach with its emphasis upon the endogenous
process of change has much to comment its emphasis upon inherent change that
accompanies alteration in size, scale and frequency. Secondly, it accounts °
for differentiations and anomalies, as well as the lags and culture clashes
in the context of modernity.

The exogenous approach may be criticised for the emphasis on crisis
to the detriment of changes within. Reading Nisbet, one gets the impression
that change is only change when it brings about complete alteration of type.
Secondly, change as created by outside forces may overlook the inherent
qualities of the groups, strata, and elites, whose response to crisis may be
one of initiative. Thirdly, the diffusion theorists do not provide criteria
for the determination -of the 'significant' event. Fourthly, the approach does
not allow for the two-way process — the invaded acting upon the invaders is not
developed . Fifthiy, intercommunication with ité endogenous effects are
overlooked. Lastly, the analysis of impact as a dynamic process is not
developed.

‘The diffusionist approach, however, has also got much to comment it.
The main factor is its emphasis upon the chance and unpredictableness of life.
Secondly, it assesses the possible causal linkages between events, or at least

associational relationships between what is happening outside with what is

happening inside theé organisation -or the settlement.
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D. Smith (1976) suggests an 'interplay' and transunit44 model which
conserves aspects of the endogenous and exogenous nature of change should
be adoptedﬁs. My study takes up his suggestion, but will incorporate it into
a locality situation. As shall be seen, many sociologists of community
pay lip service to the concept of change, but as M. Stacey has observed in
her propositions, the sociologist ought to be sensitive to change outside,
and connection of parts within settlements to parts outside. The concepts
of time and change are central to her approach and also the ‘concepts of

transition and persistence

Taking the analogy of flow and growth, my study will identify the
developments that have come about locally, mediated by the local people
which demonstrate 'interplay' and cumulative changes over time, created by
the character of the residents, but the persistencies and 'cultural

utilities" will also be identified.

Taking the analogy of discontinuity and intrusion, I will also
assess the outside events which, taken together, or separately, appeared to
have brought about intrusions, to which people either adjusted, or resisted
with consequent localised social changes. Thus, the short—-term will be
viewed within the long-term and the backdrop of modernisation. In this I
will be searching for the "conjunctures" suggested by Braudelﬁf.(2969)47.
The French histofical approach takes the ensemble, or constellation of
events, around a period of change, and attempts to see the pressures at
that time from outside. Locally, there are the enduring constraining and
limiting indigenous institutions, or structures. How they fare under
the crises will be critical, especially when considering_the invasion of

the American military and the navvies later in this research.

Remembering the differential rates and the lags that may appear,
it will be necessary to assess the asynchronous modifications or inertias
at the economic, political, cultural and ecological levels. The effect
upon the invaders will also be analysed within an interplay and transunit
analysis. But, first the concept of impact will require some prior
‘discussion before linking the conceptualisation around social change with

that of community.



As alreéady observed, the'cohcept“oflimpact is often overlogked in-
the examination of socilal change. I have yet to find a sociology study -

which has "impact" in its index. Even Alvin Toffler's (1970) mammoth book

Future Shock which attempts to present an overview of what happens to

people today overwhelmed by hyper-change, does not really analyse impact,
but rather the effects, which is another matter, as we shall see. His
chief failing is that he does not really assess continuity and persistence,
although he draws upon Ogburn throughout his book. Why - should continuity
and persistence be important to a céncept of impact?

Obviously, what was, is altered by what chaﬁge impact has grought
about; I am not concerned with a before/after emphasis; it has its place,
but rather with the dynamics of impact as a first stage of analysis, so often
entirely missing from the studies on invasionism. This analysis argues that
the element of surprise and momentum be first assessed, which requires that
one does not preoccupy oneself so much with Toffler's repeated reference to
stimulus overload or Cohen's (1978) "cultural accounting;48 important
though they be. To some extent the "in the wake of disaster" studies, such
as that of Kai Erikson (1979), are helpful because the reaction of people
is logged and gut reactions noted; but such events és the Buffalo Creek
and Aberfan disasters are extreme, impact is not confined to disaster.

There are case studies of settlements under impact, such as that ofso
W.F. Cottrell (1959) of Caliente, and T. Steel's (1975) St. Kilda study,
but although they alert us to a surprise element, do not attempt to assess 1it.
Initially, an exaﬁination of the term "impact" and the conceptualisation in
social psychology will creat a starting-point for further elaboration and
inventiveness.

The Oxford Dictionary refers to the act of impinging, or collision
in the context of momentum. It cites Coleridge's (1817) "impression 'ad extra'
a perception occasioned by an impact.51 Webster's Dictionary is fuller on
impact™ . Impact is referred to as collision, impingemént ;3 striking

against; onset; the power of impressing; the force of impression; a

clash ,shock,bump,bolt,percussion . Impact now commonly suggests the driving

L
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impetus or momentum, in or as if in a collision, or the dynamic force in impressing

52
or compelling change "

Three things suggest themselves: 1. substantively, impact refers to the

instance of percussion/momentum in exogenous terms -it has outside origin(s);

2.psychologically , it refers to the impression and perceptions created and

has inside repercussions; and 3.in real terms, spin-offs-and/or outgomes . are. -
the-sum of the percussion of both inside and outside forces. It is the second

point which reguires mare observations.Certain people will know what is happening,
others will not, some impressions will be created from outside for those under
impact, and others will be differentially created by those under impact. The

- ‘mpact will result in a three —way percussion reaction : those who know ..
what is happening will react passively or actively; those who are not aware of what

is happening will not react,but attempt to continue as before.Lastly,those who tnink
they know what is happening,will react passively or actively. So that the interplay
is mediated by perception,or the lack of it. ZLags will therefore abound,  wherein
some changes will proceed for some-and-not for ethers, and some- people will bring
about changes at one level (eg. the political) and not at another(eg.the economic).

But, as indicated already,when - citing the nine barriers to change listed by Ogburn,

barriers to the impaet having an effect will also be dependent upon indigenocus
local factorsin addition to levels of awareness .Indeegd,these levels of awareness,

or the lack of them,will be largely determined by them .

The ecolegy, the local power structure, the mores, habits and locally

determined fears and pressures, are in brief Ogburn‘'s counter pressures which will

require to be explored when analysing the process of impact. ¢.A,Hillery Jnr.
(1968) describes the whole process of change anﬁ its impact as characterised by

"structural freewheeling ", which adds to the analogy of lag - the social change
52
of some structures will be stepped up, but others will remain static.

Given the above considerations, the element of surprise which I have already

raised, will require to be seen within the dynamics of impact.
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In this study, the element of surprise (almost totally absent from community

studies) is the central factor. This will now be elaborated within the episode

of impact. It is described as an episode because it has a beginning, a middle,
and an end. Firstly , there is the instance of impact or percussion ,” which is
accompanied by initial surprise. It is 'customary to regard impact as a crisis
which is unwelcome because it is a departure from optimum conditions, whereas the

ipitial unexpected event may be the harbinger of boom not doom. People may be

surprised therefore by joy, or by tragedy. Indeed, the one event may bring joy to
some and misery to others. There are not enough "in the wake of prosperity" studies

to extend our knowledge of collective euphotic impact,and counterbalance the "in

the wake of disaster" studies. What is important at the initial stage of impact
is the immediate jolt accompanied by welcome or unwelcome surprise.

Secondly,there is a period of spin-offs, when a former routine is disrupted
locally, or ghattered, or at least challenged. Once again,this could be for the

better for some, or for the worse for others. Moreover, what began as a pleasant
experience may now appear to be anything but, or'‘vigce versa'.This is the period of

realisation wheri decisions have to be made before a new routine is adopted.Seldom
does impact come in single events, wiecause &  1is often part of ‘a constellation-of
events ~ hence the episodic nature of impact. The spin-offs are accompanied by
secondary surprise, which as has been already suggested ™¥mark a change in

reaction.

Thirdly, there there is the pariod, following upon the spin-offs,when
routinisation has been resumed,either at a new level,or as a return to the old -
perhars a more entrenched return to the older ways of acting. This return,however,
has not marked the end of the episode, because repercussions from the initial
and secondary percussions will emerge spasmodically . These will diminish in

time, but may escalate again to the point of re~activating the whole pleasant or

unpleasant experience. In addition, throughout this period of resumed routines,

when a new pace of life,or a return to the old,has taken place, some lags may

create an uneven reaction, especially where some people,or some sectors of the



local structure of life will be suffering from delayed shock or-reaction. "

It is during this thlrd phase that tertiary surprise occurs. With the
rise and fall of reaction, with the delayed action for some and not for others,
with the wish to settle down to either a new order or an old, or older one,there
will be the "not again"or -the “1n Juck again“ response, depending upon who are
the beneflciaries or not. In addition ,there are the problems of ad]ustment to the

~—

return,whether innovatory or otherwise, when the unforeseen takes place.

It,would ne sinple if things only happened -one at a time. Settlements
and organizations undergo impact cumulatlvely in a frenetic,world noted for
transience 53. One impact w111 be experlenced on top of another. .We must not
jump to conclusions and surmise that‘because there is cumlative 1mpact‘there is

cumulative local change. That must be empirically explored each time. Ittelson,W.H.

(1973), Glass D.C. and Singer J.E. (1972), and - Cox T (1978), all demonstrate
from a strictly psychological viewpoint and a mass of research that repeated

. 54
stimulation creates response decrement », From a sociological point of view

r
unless there is a change of the local structure of life, rather than within it,
people may well be cocooned in their own routinised ways. Which is backed by
R.W.Kates (1970):'"Where peole do not experience anything they accept the

55
situation™ . The relevance of this will be seen later. It cannot be concluded

that because peaple's routine -living has not altered that they have adaptedjpérhaps
they were unaware of what the realities were in the first place. Tpis is why

Glass G.C. and Singer J.E.(1972), quoting Harris (1943), observe that often

56
adaptation is synonymous with haBituation . In addition, as we have seen,

people may not adapt, when they are aware of the realities, they may simply

keep to their well-tried "cultural utilities".

We are now in a position to draw up'a general pattern with regard to

Ippact and surprise as shown in Diagram I .
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¢ Having discussed-- social change and impact : will the
perspective adopted be a systemic one ? In their writings, the neo-evolutionists

and Ogburn. take the ‘®wiew #at.society is made up of systems with inter-related

sub-systems after the model of an orgdganism. The stability of the same is maintained,
. 57

in spite of change,by a homeostatic process of adaptive upgrading ,so that
stability and continuity is made possible in spite of changes. This -precess - -

explains --returns. to. normalitw,. bnk. the: pPocess-does-not -always ~take place.It is ..

ifichoste. baecapse - Sdme ‘Institutiens simply Break downrTSe-that-this study acsepts

‘gquilibrating processes,.but-Yejects _a universal application of them in society.

I will now consider the concept of community .
. community is an omnibus word to which many meanings

have been attached; a matter discussed at length by Stacey M. (1962), Minar D.W.

and Greer S.(1969),Hillexry G.A. jnrJies5 , 1963 ) ,Konig R.(1968), Salaman G.

(1974), Nisbet R. (1973 ) [, MacIver R.M.(1945), Martindale D.(1964),.

ro

‘parsons. T. (1951,196L)Poplin E. (1972), and Gusfield J.R.(1975), to mention’ only
58 59
a few of the sources - Sorokin,P.A.(1947)and others wish to drop the term .

More discongertipg still,-és M.Stacey(19639) fully -

demonstrates,there is considerable disagreement ,not only about the term, but

: 60
about the concept it is supposed to describe . This study will follow Stacey's

significant - lead,by not using the term community..

. Conceptualisation regar&ing localised imskitutions ,
structures 'and processes under exegencwuws change agents,will be censitlered when I

take account of the recent Scottish studies.They .are of the same time band ; they -

are . .contemporaneous with the Dunoon and district study, and in the peripheral

sea strips ; equally under the iampact of the same o0il boom ,which as we shall see.

&lso involved Dunoon and district.

But, my study also includes an assessment of the

impact of the Pqglaris Submarine Base on the locality, so that some military



sociological factors must be reviewed, as will be done in the next chapter
We are concerned in this one to examine impaet substantively, irxespective of
origin. .Latex, the rgsearch will demonstrate the qualitative differences between

civil and military Iimpact episodes.

This being a locality study,one must be clear as to what localities
comprise : What is under impact sociologically .within the confines of the
areal focus ,or geographic boundaries selected for study ? J.R.Gusfield (1975)
has alerted us to the ideological,existentig;,systemic, and utopian biaseg that
have become entwined around the concept of community 60; Althoqg@ one may -

discard the term and the concept o©of community,the substantive areas of debate

remain, Systems,configurations,enclaves,worlds of meaning etc.create complexity.

Taking the systemic orientation and conceptualisation,which is the
most influential and most generally adopted in locality studies, one is Ffaced
with a variety of systemic renderings beginning with the functicobalists like.
Radcliffe~Brown A.(1935),and Malinowski B.(1922,1936, 1944,1948 , l§52)?lwho
stressed that activities must demonstrate their functional contribution to the
maintenance. and needs of the social structure after the model of organic
activity maintaining organic structure. The problem with it was that ,whereas an

organism ceasesto continue once crucial functions die off, social systems do

endure , although essential activities do not . Tpey change in type, but suxvive.

Merton R.K.(1957) reformulated the  approach. Activities may have no social
organic function and may even be "dysfunctional" in one partial structure whilst
they may be functional in another 62. A more dynamic concept of a social system
began now to emerge which took into account the disruption or clash of view

63
between loeal orientations such as Merton was able to show in Rovere

More dynamic images and approaches ' were incorporated into the concept-
valisation of the sccial system and eclectic studies began to appear, as for
64
example,the Rex and Moore (1967) Sparkbrook "race, community and conflict"study

To the conceptualisation of Merton,with modifications, Rex and Moore sdded tBe

ideas of Weber and Mannheim on the variant points of view of people, amplified by

Myrdal's concepts on thevcimle of relevance" determined by the interests and ideals



of individuals and grotps,f wittin.which is atotlier _,.circle. | "of significance" where
-valuations are:held by substantial groups. of people or by small groups witt sutstant-
ial social power” 65. Here cne has a more existential assessment less systemic, yet
not antithetical to the concept of belief systems circulating within the local social
system, which will also be‘taken up iclthe impact study of Dunoon apd dist:ictt .
The problem is that the words "system" and “function“ are like proverbial red
rags to so many sociologists. In fact, any alluSion or usage of the terms ushe: in

protests of teleological bias, static bias, and ahistorical bias, views which
‘ 66
Sztompka P. (1974) reviews, as the dominant criticisms of systemic thinking. But thezc

are SO many eclectic formulations, making use of the concept of system, especially_ )

those of a more prOcessual emphasis,where the criticisms do: not apply. Margaret

~
o e

Stacey ‘et al.'(l97SBefine4asocia1 systemyas'a set of interrelated social instit—

utions, such as familial,. religious, Juridical etc..incorporating the belief systems

67
of eachlIt involves the notionsof structure procesg and time" .This definition forms

. the contextual‘starting-point of my locality study, and_'israppliéa-to Duﬁoon District

It must-also.belsaidiststan'tte.term"ccmmunity"has causeé conftsionlbottu.
etymologically and conceptually( so too the termvsystem?_ Ih fact, aystemic writers
have generally to sta:t off their studias by stating what variants of systems
thinking they exclude. lndeed, as authors such as Sztompka(1974) have demonstrated,

there are at least five © - conceptual systems models, with a total of at least )
| 68
13 general assumptions and 17 particular assumptions, sometimes included or excluded

I have already stated that there is mismatch beétween many griticisms of system

approaches and the actual particular eclectic analyses, and this especially so -

with regard to countless locality studies. Hillery g.A. jnr.(1955) is often cited as

69

having listed at least 94 diverse definitions of community » what is overlooked is

the fact that variant systemic ideas have made their way into the definitions and
help create the lack of agreement and confusion.
In addition, it is clear that the essence of a systemic approach is its
70
stress on context, a question mwell discussed by Ernest Gellnex(1970) s but

the price paid for this significant contribution is that it is less wekll suited

‘to account for constructing analyses of the gybjective - Wa¥ in which events are seen,



However, the contextual prov1des the backdrop to the study of settlemente,
or 1oca11ties, whlch, as we shall see, was central to R.L Warren s (1956)
vertical axis of coordln;tion and eommunie;t;on between the locallty and
instltutlons in the wider world beyond its conf:.nes.71 For impact studies tnemt
import of this approach 1s»obvlous, as it was to J. Bensman and A.J. vidich (1958);
and which prompted Stacey to say at the end of her app;alsal of the concept of
community: "In any localxty study some of the social processes we shall want to
consider will take us.outside the lccaiity:73; But what of the cognitive naps
people build up about the social context of theif immediate world and of the
world beyond? This area of discussion and analysis has been inspired by the
existential phenomenologist rather than the systemic thinkers who are more

concerned with structure than form, more with externalities rather than

internalities74, go that their contextual foci may reify.

To avoid the danger of reification, when relating the part to the whole in
a functional frame of refenence, to which Weber refers explicity,75 and to put
existential man into the scene76, one requires to adopt an eclectic approach.
The bkasic concepts ought to cover the contextual world, which is larger than
individuals or groups, yvet also allow for the perceptions of people within it.
In this, one has to be slow to use terms which have taken on too many socio=-
logical meanings over time, or have become laden with debate and confusion.
Concepts must provide anchorage which implies that one uses terms that have a
sharp precise edge. In this case, I have to choose terms which a;low for both
a structural and contextual connotation, and, at the same time, allow for the
variables of intended meanings behind actions and reactions77. Concepts as
heuristic tools should account for the internal world of the actor's mind and
the external parameters of action. We require words that provide counterparts

to objective and subjective, external and internal, but which also carry

connotations of environmental or reactive meanings, which at the same time do
not rule out eclectic bridging. It is basic to this thesis that these new terms

be established, allowing for flexibility in eclectic terms. The study will




provide the empirical anchorage for the use of the terms I am about to propose.

In selecting the terms to be used, I will begin with the environment and
all exfernalities in relation to the residents. Geographers, social psychologistg?
and sociologists from Park R.E. and Burgess E.W. (1921) down to Suttles G.D.(1974)7?
were particularly aware of the importance of environment for residents. However,
there are problems in determining where that environment begingend ends. Obviously,
the locality and environment are not the same thing - locality being a designatory
term for a physical setting, and its environment being a qualitative terms
congisting of the natur#i characteristics, together with the man-made built~up
environment. Here there is some considerable confusion, because geographers include
a human landscape, consisting of sourées of ideas, goods and servicesao; and in
environmental studies, local history is included as a qualitative factorel. Lastly, .
metereologists and ecologists include the weather cycle or cycle or hazards,
threat and change, whether physical in terms of terrain, or atmospheric‘in terms
of the weatheraz. Social psychologists distinguish broadly between the physical
and the man=-made environmentaa. In an impact study, conceptualisation of

environment must be more precise.

The above bundle of factors require to be sorted out and carefully defined
to add up to an external life setting. Tom Burns (1970) speaks of the problems
created for the sociologists when they are faced with substantive areas of study
that are already defined by other disciplinesa4. As an explanatory science of
social phenomena, there are necessarily many overlaps with other sciences and
disciplines, where the sociologist may well take over perspectives, integrate
knowledge, or may question ideas; In the instance under discussion, it is clear
that the varied foci of other disciplines require in sociological terms to be
separated out in relation to impinging external factors for local residents. The
environment is basic to any impact study; as we have élready seen, it is also a
significant mediatory factor in the Ogburn approach to change. In the light of

these remarks, externalities will be defined.



Adoption of terms for sociological heuristic purposes demands that, although
we may add considerably to their usual connotations, we must also respect their
primary denotation. In the search for terms, .I choose to gake use of the suffix
"gcape", which in 'bar-formation' is used with land and sea, so that one has sea-
gcape and landscape. This term, which is associated with settings, could be highly
useful in designating some externalities in sociology. As we shgll see, I am not

introducing terms for terms sake. "Scape™ (see Oxford Dictionary, 1961l) is related

to the Dutch word "schap" meaning creation, constitution or condition. It also
includes as a connotation the meaning of the Latin "cappa" - cape or clcak. This
latter is cne possible derivation of the word. Here is conveyed the ideas of an
outer world in which man finds himself and which envelopes him. With these
factors in mind, I propose that the immediate physical context of man's life be
termed his "local-scape” and the outside context the "outscape”. The emphasis

on context, here encapsulated, canserves the inside/outside, endogeneous/exogenous
systemic emphasis, but gqualitatively, as we shall see, allows for a more exist-

ential dimension in an eclectic reformulation of systemic ideas.

The "local-scape" within this impact study will refer to the man-made and
natural environment as physical externalities. The "local-scape" has therefore
certain boundaries and landmarks, also a shape and morphology. The boundaries
will not always be clear: these will be defined by its residents, dependent upon
the folk images as described by Suttles (1974)85. Suttles states that territory
"depends on a mental template of its structure and the way some natural and man=-

made features of the environment help determine that structure"86

The "outscape" is the beyond, but as MacIver (1928) observed, there are social

87. So we

f

worlds beyond the local scene "circling us yound, grade beyond grade."
may refer to "nearer and wider outscapeg", according to the degree in remoteness
in communication terms, rather than in mileage. Historical, economic, political,
military, and cultural links, determine the diffusion of ideas, and mobility of
people, which as we have seen, are highly relevant to the conceptualisaﬁion of
change. Instead of speaking of units in the context of change in transunit and

interplay terms, the substantive thinking of change is transposed into transcape
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and interscape interaction.

Taking up the factor of distance in communication in transscape
terms, it is proposed, for the purpose of this impact study, that there are''nearer
and ;ider outscapgétwhoée boundaries, unlike those of the'local—scape.will necegs-
arily be vague , because they are moré distant;usually not observable from the
local-scape; often not directly accessible from it; usually less experienced by the

people of the’local-scapét This point is crucial to an impact study, because it is
the hidden agenda and decision~making in the beyond, in the unknown, that

perplexes peodple . which this study confirms, as shall be demonstrated. 2also,
an'outscape:whidlis more distant than others in mileage terms, may be regarded

as neaxrer, because of the increased communiecation . thus presenting a more
dynamic internal /external systems assessment. The more impact, therefore,a place

in the outscape exercises upon the local-scape,the more it moves into a position of
nearer and nearer influence. As it draws vloser in its influence, people within the
local-scape get to know more .about it, and its man-made and physical boundaries

take on meore meaningful forms. Whether people resent,or welcome its outside influ-

ence, knowledge bf this place has locally become more intense, If outsiders from
its confines come into the local-scape,that knowledge will grow, taking on various

biases, as reported quotations from interviews in the Dunoon area will show.

The particular physical and man-made structures such as roaas, buildings
etc. of theulocal—scape"create certain effects . Ecology is the study of such
effects,which shows that the man-made and the natural may constitute hazards or
threat, liberation or progress 88..1 propose that there is an "ecological-scape”

which is the emergent inhibiting or liberating factors of the environment which

create the quality of a setting for living .

The guality of life is not only determined ecologically, but also by
the impress of the past on the present. Local custom, traditional codes, galasor
pPageantspr Highland Games , certain buildings and local landmarks, are part of
an endogenous historical local growth which . imparts a local transgenerational

quality of life, which these local phenomena or monuments express still .



This transgenerational quality is an enveloping factor kepgin being,noﬁ only by
buildings ard other localised factors, but also by the written and spoken word.

It is identified in this study as the "historical-scape".

We cannot deal with impact from outside upon a loéality, unless change in
the economic, political, and cultural spheres are assessed. Anthony Smith(1976)

8

describes these as"regions of change" 9. N.J Smelser (1964)speaks of these as
structural prccessesgo . The differential impact is dealt with in the. -
economic, the political and the cultural context by socioIobists}both exbgenist and
endogenist.;theQreticians,_Eo that it will be essential. to identifyrthefe diYérse
“scapes~ .. Taking Ogburn's concept of lag, there_will be lag in some and not in

others within a particular impact. Which are affected and how ,will be important to

any assessment of the overall change in local conditions.

The economic, the political, and the cultural are viewed in this impact
study as "scapes", because they constitute enveloping faétors.toncepts of structure,
of region, of system, have been used for them which have been appropriate in other
studies,but here I am concerned with the impact on people, and so the enveloping
factor is important to.the study. .It may well be that the invasion from .outside
intensifies the envelopment of one which runs ahead(freewneeling) that of the
others.These'écapes”are described briefly as follows :

The "economic-scape® is the prevailing resource allocation in the form of
goods and services affecting people's life-style or standard of liwving.

The "political-scape" is the institutionalised distribution of power and
control in public affairs as exemplified in party politics, the military , elitist
groups , Administration, énd formal or informal organisations.

The "cultural-scape" is the routinized sccial pattern of living in the form
of customary behaviour and rituals within a social calendar, whose conventions are

mediated by local tradition and local institutions: familial, religious etc.

It might be objected that some of these scapes might very well have gone by
the name of spheres, realms,regions, sectors,structures ,processes, or systeﬁs.
None ,f these terms 'per se' denote envelopment as scape primarily does, hence
the proposed usage in a study which wishes to lay particular.stress upon condit-

joning and intruding variables upon the life of people in settlements.



Any move forward in the study of impact wWlll De aepenaent uporn

checking the exogenous source of impact, and the effects on major-scapes'locally.
Meanwhile, there may have been endogenous processes at work locally, where changes
in thekscapeé‘had already been taking place - the two processes cantiot be confused.

Otherwise,one might be concluding that"such -and suchvtook place because of the

events from outside , when,in fact,they were due to a process that was already in
being ; this, as we shall see, is highly relevant to the Dunoon and district impact
L1 1]

study. We will often be moving back and forward between the local-scape and

[1 y
the‘outscape,now dealing with macro events, then dealing with micreo events, in an

attempt to find possible "conjunctures", and this because I agree with D.Smith

(1976) that one cannot view the short~term apart from the long-range processual

or trend-like events.Seldom are we entitled to view particular phenomena in their
own rightgl_ But,how do we-take acoount of residents' views -of. phenemena of change ?
How does one dovetail the sﬁbjective with the objective, the internal
with the external, in a study which clearly sets out to take both the perceptions
and reactions of people, and the externalities both endogenous and exogenous which
may create change in people or settlements ? The element of surprise, already
detailed as crucial to an impact studx)requires that the perceptions of people be
accounted for, as does the delineation of the local-scape. It so happens that
Peter and jriditte Berger (1976) allude to the fact that poets may have much to
say that is highly relevant concerning the effect of externalities on people
"alongside the sea ","atop high mountains® 92. One of the most insightful poets

who examined the interplay between setting and feeling, between the scene and

perception,was Gerard Manley Hopkins whose poetry conveyed the concreteness of

settings, and at the same time captured the specific individual experience. He
called this process "inscape" which contains both the outside and inside of

experience based upon the("haecceitas") particularity or thismess of both the
93

world experienced and the experience itself

As a sociologist, I am not corcerrned with the process of. perception or

cognition‘gﬁr se' (this pertairns to Feychology ), put rather with ther social

ramifications in a collective or group setting .Thusr I am not attempting in this

study to explore the"inscape"of people as such , but rather to take



account the sepial processes in which perceptions were both shared and formed

with regard to the navy and navvy invasions . Any converging perceptual assessments
will matter in the analysis about the military and industrial impacts. The individual
perceptions do not remain a closed book, people may share views with neighbours,
and there is a conseguent intra-subjective experience, in which the purely individual
and particular becomes the plural and the shared social opinion. At that stage the
inscape of the solitary becomes a "social inscape" experiencé,wherein people

share and add to each others perceptions and levels of awareness. So this is not

AL . . 3 . »
an inscapé'study,focussedt:za singular psychological experience, rather it is a

L3 . . / . . . . . .
social inscape’ study, which is focussed on a plural experience involving the sedim-

entation of views,created particularly by acculturation processes institutionally, and

through locality networks of communication.qhe singular becomes the plural,not through

the'fiat'of the aggregate tallied by the computer, but through meetings in shop

doorways, or in groups attables over a »pinta", where impressions are shared and
views jell . ..Clearly, the oommunicatioﬂfénd frank - talk is dependent upon

long+standing, social interrelationships wherein reality is socially constructed

institutionally. circles of relevance impinge upon perceptions as groups interact.

So far in this chapter ,the concepts of change, impact and community have

been discussed, followed by interrelating the conceptualisations ,suggesting an
eclectic approach ,incorporating the systemic orientation and a more existential
approach. To avoid possible misinterpretations,and an identification with classical
functionalist systems thinking, new terms have been suggested, incorporating some
new ideas on the element of surprise within the impact episode, and denoting the
local externalities,as well as those beyond its confines to make an inside /outside
or endogenous/exogenous model work. In addition , the perception of people locally
required to be incorporated into the discussion of concepts and possible new terms,
because a study of gurprise mguired it, and the avoidance of reificaticn necessitated
it.

But, how does the discussion"sd far fit in with the Scottish oil impact
studies ? Although it is difficult to assess the contemporaneous work of

colleagues, one cannot overlook the influential work of Moore R (1978),Taylor D(1975),
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Broady, M (1975); Varwell, A (1973, 1979); Hunt, D (1977); Greico, M (1978);
Holmes, J (1974); Cohen, A P (1978); -Jackson, A (1979); McFarlane, G (1979);
Sutherland, S (1974); Wills, J (1978); Vallee, F G (1979); Ennew, M (1979);
and Shapiro, ﬁ (1978), to mencion only some of the prolific and ever expanding
research in the settlements and areas hit by the oil boom in Scotland in the

seventiesga. A list of studies at the-end of the Report to the North Sea 0il

Panel (31 May, 1977) provides a bibliography on current work,

Many of the studies are concerned with invasibn and intrusions,
so that clearly there are grounds for expecting useful comparison. Social change
has been a main focus in them, but although it was recognised that there was
differential impactgs, the maig sector of that focus was the economic, within a
debate over the relevance of the developmenq/ﬁnderdeveloPmePt approach of Gunder
Frank. However, the most common impact cited in the studies appeared to be the

"imposition of short and long-term uncertainty”, and, as the Report to the North

Sea 0il Panel makes clear, this uncertainty underlined in the studies was about:

what had been happening, what was currently happening, and what was going to

hapgengG. This main outcome of the studies confirms me more in my pursuit of an
assessment of episodes within an impact framework. The need to assess
"conjunctures" and the source, mode, and effect of change, will create a framework
for organising the analysis that might otherwise be too diffuse.

The hidden agenda of unseen elites is a second area that has been
well developed, espéﬁially by Moore, R (1978)97. Much of the study is reminiscent

of Walter Lippmann's unseen world, out there, where real decisions are made

affecting the seen world of daily life.98 This outside domain that creates the
exogenous sources of change, in fact is shown to be incompetent, when it comes to
planning. Moore shows that there is lack of understanding in far—away centres.
There the better interest of Scotland is overlooked.

"Making it up as we go along is cited by Moore99 as an outcome of that drive to



48

exploit, coupled with crass ignorance of local factors. This wili bé
brought eut also in my research. |

The. inauthentic nature of the politics involved is well discussed py
Rodger, J J (1978) after the Moss Moran-Controvers§loo. This analysis brings
together much of the distorted communication and the contradicfion behind the
public participation ploy (an inauthentic activity) in which consultation and
open debate about regional planning are maintained, but in reality are structurally
negated. The inauthenticity of political and elitist intervention is also a
featured sphere for discussion and exposure in my research into and analysis
of the transcape decisions concerning the USN Polaris Base at Holy Loch, and the
Concrete Gravity Structure complex at Ardyne. A

The economic factor is much discussed in the studies of oil boom
impact. The Latin American development/Underdevelopment approach of Gunder Frank
has been utilised. However, Moore points out the Third-World link with Eurdpean
capitals is not quite the same thing as was happening in Scotland in the seventies.
The exploited nature of Scottish economies as a poor partner to England is shown
as a feature of peripheral areas in the UK, where Moore, R (1978), and Carter, I
(1974, 1976) show that historically Scotland has been used for the extraction of
primary resources and that the relative desolation which accompanied it is a
product of social and economic relation5101. The incomer-owned trans-national
corporations (INCs) have moved in, under the argument that the pressure of the
national interest calls for development at the cost of traditiomal local
developmentsloz. The 'finite future' (oil will soon rum out) takes precedence
over all. Tourism is affected. The studies show that the TNCs have needed the

103

localities more than they needed the TNCs .

The Report of the North Sea 0il Panel draws upon the studies to

show that where outside developments takes over there is decreasing proportion of
local ownership and control. House, J D (1978) shows there is uncertainty

with regard to the infinite future when o0il goes - a dynamic underdevelopment
threatens the locality104 (as in the case of so many gold rush settlements the world

over). My study in Dunoon shows that the economic impact had common features



with the pnorth-gast studies, showing that peripheral éxploitation and economic

uncertainty 1u¥ked in the settleﬁents,where tourism was affected by the finite

schemes of both militarists and industrialists. In addition,the findings of Grieco

M. {1976) that the. TNCs" "guaranteee thet locak w::"L.ll be the main employees of the
05

incoming industry is not all borne out by events.This was also a characteristic

in the Dunoon and district study . The plight of men who had left local work

places for the"Ardyne fleshpots", only to be out of work,and out of favour,when

Ardyne closed down as a gravity structural complex,is also a feature which the

106
Report of the North Sea 0il Panel discusses .

Lastly, the cultural impact with its accent on formalistic and legalistic

processes, as strangers move into the area,is brought out in the Scottish oil
107
studies . However, this is a topic which cne finds less well discussed than

the others. The Way of Life Szminars at Edinburgh University (1979) have attempted
to redress the lack of focus upon the impact on the localway of life. Cohen A P
(1978), moreover, does enterxr intq the cultural clash at the ireresting level of
"cultural accounting® 1O?People become more corscious of their values and traditions
when outsiders threaten them , as they d4dd in Shetland when the "oily men" came.

The psychological slant taken by Cohen is one which enters into the persanal dynamics
in an area of study that tends to become too reified. It also is an example(in my
terms) of" social inscape“. He takes into account  the impact"before the first

109
lay-barge and helicopter appeared " . He speaks of"that moment"and "that instant"

in which the "sceptre of radical and possibly cataclysmic change was presented ",
110

and of "historical junctures" when people became conscious of impending doom :

all of which my- approach emphasizes. Here we have a hint at an episode of change
when he adds : "It is the beginning(though the most important phase) of the

process which will continmue into the future”

,'Impact on a way of life(which Cohen appears to belittle in ..the case
Shetland) is an invidious process, where lags will show themselves within the
pattern of life.McPariane G. (1977) shows that in Shetland incomers were

' 111
preferred when it came to rentals, to locals .Implicit in this is a great deal
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of cultural upheaval. As the St.Kjlda story showed, when it comes to the chance"to turn

112
a penny")people often change their ways, creating local sub-groupings .

Adrian Varwell(1979),/in the Working Papers 4 and 7 of the Way of Life Seminars

at Edinburgh University) reviews the concept of identity as a social process , and
suggests that the concept of identity is the key to an understanding of the way of
life 113. The personal, corporate,ethnic, and continuity identity themes in the lit-
erature,are cited '%y Varwell .Yne emphasis on the shared communal e;perience at these
levels is highly significant in the Scottish situation of invasion. What is lacking,
however, is the discussion of the identity of the incomers. One must 'take account of
the "rhetoric of struggle"in Suttles's terms (1974)%14The Scottish studies take little
or no - account of the defended territory concepts and the central factor of
DISTANCING lls,which is the display of unaggressive signalS'or actions, signalling
submission or superiority. Suttles rightly points out that identity carries with it
outward §igns ° . They are offensive /defersive mutéd _actions indicatinq:"wétch your

step”; “Just so much and no more " etc....They invest the locals with a certain

identity as the established ones, but the outsiders have also their distancing mechanism

If it is accepted by the writings of-cohen and varwell that identity is established

with. *reference to others",then one has to ask how ? And,as overlookad by recent
Scottish studies, invasion is essentially the clash of identities - outsiders who
invade arezs do have identiies also. This is a matter that is of importance to my

study, as I will now briefly explain.

SuttlesG.D. (1272) speaks of the "contrived identity " , which is thel6
ready-made, manufactured identity created by advertising men and other developersl. The
'foisted identity campaign'works! People outside the area create local identities for ths
purpose of attracting people there (as was the case in St.Xilda ), or for the purpose
of foisting the superiority of the firm,the military etc. moving in . The oil men carry
before them the identity manufactured in the press, the T.V. documentary, etc...,
as do the naval men of the submarines. The situation is not simply one of locals

having an overall stereotype of the outsider - that is just too naive - but rather

a complex impact situation where there are competing identities. In addition to the

Fomb ot ~arbrivgad AanFiFlioac dn vt ACFE ~nbks 2o memmla Tnealtirad feoas C1ikblaoc)
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there is the inevitable clash between the "homegrown identities'" and the

outsider identities each about the other. In an impact study, this area of analysis
is importgnt, as I will later show. in my terms the "social inscape" of each
social group runs aloﬁg lines which seldom meet.

Flowing from the question of identity and tied up with it, as well

discussed by Gusfield, J R (1975), is the Weberian concept of the "dual ethic"117.
Apart from adopting ane identity for self, and another for others, beyond the
circle, the group etc., there is }he adopting of an ethie for dealings within the
group and for others outside it. As we shall see, the impact of outsiders creates
dual performances —~ "I'd do this to an American, but never to a local" etc...
In addition, the dual=-ethic may cut both ways in that the outsiders will also
experience the "consciousness of kind" as military colleagues or workmates, so
that there will be one way'of acting towards military neighbours, and anather
towards locals.,

In analysing the clash of identitites, one may go further with the
analysis by considering the "master identity" (Suttles-1974), which however is
not considered as such in the recent Scottish studiesllg. Suttles, G D (1974)
points out that peoplé may identify themselves in sectorial terms eg as
West Siders, or Hyde Parkers. .Taking Gerhard Lenski's conceptual treatment
of "ecrystallisation" Suttles speakes of experience crystallising into a wider
localistic identity, which may embrace heterogeneous groupingslzo.

As will be discussed, locals in the Dunocon district see themselves as
Cowal folk, and so adopt a '"master idqntity“, but have other settlement identities
besides. Thus, the Cowal folk have subsidiary identities built up by their
experience of life in San&bank, Kirn, etc., along the Cowal shores. Since within
the area, there is the ane town, people divide between those in and out of town,
but amongst those who are out—of-towners, there is a broad local crystallisation
of identity amongst people "by Holy TLoch (beyond the West Bay)

and those "by Toward" (beyond the East Bay), as we will see, but in the context

of being Cowal folk.
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L. in the towﬁship of Dunoon, 2. in the settiements in and around the Holy Loch
area beyond the East Bay, and 3. in thie settlements in aﬁa around Toward beyond

the West Bay. But, the "master identity"'of being Cowal folk will be taken into
account,

What of the mechanismslwhich consérve and keep alive the local identities?
Janowitz, M (1952) has shown that the urban press may act as a custodian, fostering
sectorial and area loyalties, and integritylzo. The neighbourhoods, settlements
and homesteads of East Cowal have their local newspaper, which helps, as shall be
seen, to cultivate the identity of the Cowal folk, with Dunoon their local capital,

and the historic area of Dunoon and Kilmunside. But, I say "helps" because as

Judith Ennew observes, in her contribution to the Way of Life Seminars (May 1979),

citing F Barth (Ethnic Groups and Boundaries): the identified are sensitive to the

views of the identifiers, eg of tourists, of travel agents, and of national
opinion ", to which one may add the popular press and the channels of Television.
The sensitivity of the locality to outside criticism will be cited in.the présent
study. Good and bad images circulate, and oftem the local loyalties are increased
with the phenomenon of accentuated identity (see A P Cohen, Nov. 1978: "0il and
the Cultural Account”)lzz, or an insecurity of identity follows (see J Ennew:
"Self Image and Identity in the Hebrides'" May 1979)123. In the present study,

the national press coverage of events, concerning the USN Polaris Base at Holy
Loch, and the Ardyne Gravity Structure complex, will be cited, and the

reactions of the people to them in the locality will be discussed later.

The role of the local press as a buffer to the impact from outside will feature
throughout the study.

Having reviewed the literature with the concepts of change, impact and
community as special foci, and suggested using new terms to evade misunderstanding
over the nature of the systematic content in the study, I will set out in general
the substantive areas for Aiscussion and the methodology to be followed.

The framework and outlay of the analysis is contructed around the source

of impact, the mode of impact and the effect of impact. This framework has been

suggested by the exogenous/endogenous interplay and transunit model of D Smith

-

(1976), as discussed. The focus of impact will be Duncoon  and its:

) ) A . .
Locality under invesion, intrusion and take-over, but as argued by



the systemic emphasis on contextual approach, and aiso by the
exogenous/endogenous social change model adopted, it will be set within
the larger world. So, a macro/micro interplay study will link the
locality with the world beyond, and events locally with events
transnationally and intranationally.

To facilitate the unravelling of the complexities and evade
hisunderstandings, as explained, I have selected "scape” terms (we
already séeak of the social landscape). The immediate physical context
of the resident's life is described as theﬂlocal-scape»in
contradistinction to the‘butscapé: Modernisation changes affecting
both the outscape and local-scape will be taken into account, so that
endogenous growth will be identified and possible local lags at
economic, political, and cultural levels. Interplays between the 'local- -
scape"and the‘;utscapehwill be assessed.

So, in discussing the source of impact, the linkage between the
unseen world beyond the.local—scapekhorizon will transpose terms, as
internal and external system, into a terminology that is more in
keeping with the settings of the townscape, the landscape, and the
seascape, yet conserving systemic ideas.

In identifying the mode of impact, I will attempt to use the
episode of impact in an attempt to detect a processual pattern, and so
prepare the ground for the study of effects in scape terms, but also
embrace mediating factors such as detailed by Ogburn's nine barriers to
change.

The effects of the three impacts will be compared. Firstly, the
way they link between the local-scape and the outscape. Secondly, the
way both invasions of the military, and of the.navvy workforce are
affected by the local scene. Thirdly, the way in which the inclusion
of Cowal in Glasgow's Strathclyde Region affected the wmaster identity of

Cowal folk will be shown. The three-way analysis will therefore contain

s



aspects of the processes and impact of militarisatiom, industrialisation,
and bureaucratisation upon a locality. The inauthentic nature of the
hidden agendas, and the discontinuities created locally will be linked
with circles of significance in the outscape.

The endogenous emphasis upon the long-term growth, within the
limitations of the criticisms and qualifications already detailed, will .
distinguish between social changes that take: place independenély_
of the ‘exogenous impacts and those that are dependent upon themn.

The study of impact will involve identifying any possible 16;g~term
changes, or significant change of social structures locally. It is a
complex task, because the impact episodes in time overlapped although they
began at different times. The Ardyne intrusion followed the invesion of the
Americeng a decade later. The Ardyne initial impact came at a time when
the USN Polaris Base had been well established. The period of tertiary
surprises had followed a routine which incorporated, for some locals at
any rate, interaction with USN personnel. Later, when the Ardyne events
had run into a period of 'spin—offs’' and subsequent routinization the
new regionalisation scheme hit the locality with-its‘initial impact.

The identification of those who welcomed and those who resisted the
changes will be problematic, because of the uneven episodes of impact and
overlaps. An analysis, based upon the study of the three impacts as to
their origin, mode and effects, will attempt to present the-episodes of
change longitudinally.

In,a study, where both the exogenous and endogenous sources, modes,
and effects of impact are analysed in macro terms, the particular impact
upon the social inscape will not be overlooked, such as people's reaction
and perceptious during the episode of change. In particular, I will also

examine, on the one hand, the cultural utilities which endure in spite of
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the exongenous znroads. and. .on_the othet.,the uneven dlsgunctlon, -and

. even at txmes, rupture of the pattern of llfe.: In‘addxtlon, therenxs

”;the_uncertaxntg_vh1eh;hagpts people under  impact, and possibly their

dual'ethicalsbehavlosr“whjch will need to be explored against a backdrop

of‘conflict between;the'military and civilian world, wherein identities:

_are radlcally opposed and between the industrial and tourist interests

’ -

wherexn economles clash. There 1s also the hazard of having a ‘nuclear
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armament store of balllstlc m15s1les by Cowal s once peaceful shores.
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There is also the dem1se of a local polztxcal and administrative set-up

with regxonalxzatlon and the pass1ng of the provost the Town Counc11
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and the loss of status to the Burgh. The concludlng sectlon on the
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effects of these 1mpacts upon the ecolog1ca1, the econom1c, the

polltlcal and cultured scapes w111 cover changes to the way of llfe and
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people's ‘'social 1nscape of these effects in the locallty.

The methodology 1nvolved in carry1ng out this study is

”later deseribed in detail. I will 1nd1cate in general the methods

adopted. I am well aware in thls-that there are many divergent views
attached to so many methods, tried out in so many studies. J. Bensman
et al (1971) goes so far as to say: "No one has yet been able to
present a formal methodology for the optimum or proper method

for the scientific study of the community". 123 My approach ean hardly
hope to establish one, but it is hoped that it will extend our knowledge

of impact. e e T
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With ;;gard éo the source of impact;'iﬁ an attempt to study events I ﬁtiliééd
: the historical sources ét the Mitchell library to.establiéh long=~term trends iﬁ |
" the West of Scotland, and to Seelthe‘COWal shoreéAin both the context of Glasgow’é h
development and that of the area ;é a whole. I used the local press to trace the
changes within Dunoon and district over time. Inwéddition to these, I used the
national press over the years to document the popular ideas'orrsensationalised'

news about the area of East Cowal. The chronicle of events:and possible

‘conjunctures' had to be assessed regarding the three main impacts.

Fd

A study of the military organization and its ideclogy was mainly documentary.

Observation and conversation, locally, helped to £ill out more details.

With regard to the mode of impact, I attempted to detect the processual
pattern, through the letters to the press, through my observations while staying

in the area, through eavesdropping.

With regard to the effects of impact, I interviewed 655 local people in the
area, and 148 visitors on ferries between Duncon and "the other side". Also,
graffiti in toilets were studied to explore some less inhibited local reactions

-

to outsiders and also those of outsiders to the locals.

I did not confine my residence to the locality. Instead, I resided both in
Glasgow and Dunocon. The travelling to and fro, helped me to see the Cowal shores
in relation to the metropolis, which, as we shall see, was inextricably linked
with the fortuneé and development of Duncon and district. I was also following
the routes taken by miilions over the past 150 years, or so, from the urban
sprawl to the rural settlements of Cowal. The experience of living in the
metropolis, and in the satellite peripheial district of the region, confirmed
me that an inside/outside perspective of what happened to the East Cowal shores

was advantageous.
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Taking into consideration the discussion of . this chapter, I
Wlll present a synthe51s in the concludlng pages of this thesis, based
upon the accumulated data. The synthe31s will put together the,flndlngs

based upon my ana1y31s. ' The data will be selected in accordance with the

) Py nvm‘. ; ..,...w...ﬂ.i...mr

Telmen bt i

e - A ey ..;n:.

'recurrent elements withln surprzse 1ntrusmons upon localltles from outside.

1. The intrusion of the outscape in the local-scape.
2. The episode of chanée which accompanied each impact.
'3, The temporal_diﬁensicntand lags duting the conjucture

cf evects. | |
4. The dimension of the familiar. \
5. fﬁe dimension of social inscape.

6. The subjective dimension.

The synthesis will present andconsider the findings in relation to

the above six components in the concluding pages.
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THE CIVILIAN SCENE: INVASIONS, CONCENTRATIONS, & SEGREGATIONS PRE '6l

"We must break through the walls of the contemporary action,
and go back into the past. In addition to a descriptive

and contemporary analysis and the combination of various
statistical inventories taken at var:ous moments of time such
as are provided regularly by the population censuses, we need
some insight into the actual process of these occurrences which
have formed the specific traits of our community":

Ronig, R., (1968)!

In 1883 the founder and first editor of the local newspaper,
which is now the Dunoon Observer & Argyllshire Sténdard, wrote and
published a small booklet entitled "Handy Guide to Dunocon" which
introduced the reader to the town of Dunoon and its immediate
envi;onment of East Cowal.? Later his son, the second editor, drew a
map of Dunoon District which also included the settlements of East
Cowal. That map hangs now in the office of the first editor's great-
grandson in John Street, Dunoon, and the boocklet continues to be
published. For three generations the family editors of the local
newspaper have written about life in the Dunoomn district, always
associating the shore settlements with their capital, Dunoon. The
map is shown in photostat as Map 1. It was eventually adopted in
this research, providing a "meaningful causal unit", following Sorokim, P.
(1949)3, so as to establish the ecological confines of my study.
Systemic theorists look for a meaningful "whole'", but the holistic
approach cannot be anything but arbitrary if it is not '"causally"
justified: the danger is that the "whole" may be imposed.

It is necessary from the outset to establish the "local-
scape" which may be anything from a homestead in a pastoral wild surround
to a built~up urban sprawl. If one is searching for "social inscape"
with its communal sharing and consensus, or its communal disruption and

conflict, one must establish the local field of activity. This requires

*Dunoon Slogan Postmark
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an identification of Eommon space necessary for contending parties,or a
"common share of life and existence".4 Once that space is defined and
causally justified, the éenesis‘of life may be historically delineated
within it. MAP 1 delineates the "local-scape" under focus.

As hinted at already, the villages and the small Burgh set
within an ecoclogically semi-remote area constitute a natural integral
scape whose natural boundaries are the waterscapes to the west, the East
and the South, then running from the end of Loch Striven along the three
glens of Tarsan, éarrachra and Branter to the river Driep where it flows
from the old bridge into Loch Eck, then coming south running alongside
the banks of Loch Eck to Whistlefield, over the hill to Ardentinny by
Loch Long. So much for the"ecological —~scape”, what of its economic
configuration? |

The villages and the small Burgh share a common "economic—

scape" as each is dependent upon the same ferry point for the transit
of most essential goods from the Metropelis, Glasgow and the "other
side". As can be seen from the Introduction: the main local resource
and work centre is Duncon for each of the s@ttlements, whilst both
Dunoon and the villages dépend,fasummh“of the male employment A
upon the work provided in the local countryside e.q. in the pine
woods, the local sawmill and scattered farms. However, the settlements,
one way or another, are caught up in the tourist trade centred on Dunoon.

The villages and the Burgh share a common 'political -scape"
as each share the same power-play within the same political zone and
constituency. The public administration is more or less concerned with
the same localised needs and issues to be found within the same locality
which consists of the historic parish of Dunoon and Kilmun,with Inver-~
chaolain the ancient burying place. These constitute an area that has
been an ongoing Cﬂristian unit for centuries. Duncon and Kilmun claim
to be one of the oldest parishes in the country, as Dunlop, f.{1885)

states, Duncon and Kilmun are "said to be one of the most ancient in



_ Scotland”«® It is an historical fact that the parish of Dunoon and
Kilmun has regulated the life of the local people for centuries "quoad

sacra quoad civilia".

The villages and small Burgh share a common "gultural-scape"
whose "particularity" has endured for more ﬁhan a century. Firstly; Cowal
maintained a Scottiéh identity, an ancient tradition for hospitality,
centred around music and dance, proud of its historical lore which has
always found a major place in the local brochures for tourists, and
often in the local newspaper. The highlight of the year is the Cowal
Highland Gathering, which attracts four times the population of the
Burgh to the playing of the bagpipes by a thousand pipers, the
prowess of caber throwers and the nimble steps of hundreds of Highland
dancers over two days of . Highland festivities, presided over tradition-
ally by the clan chiefs. The locality is essentially, "Scottish".

Secondly, the Scottish Presbyterian Church reinforces +ties within
and:beéween éettlements « Religious belief appears to matter in an

area that has been less exposed to the inroads of secularism. Indeed, when

Dunoon was Glasgow's prime resort, people blocked the exits at the pier to prevent
holiday-makers on Sundays from entering the towm . They called them"the Sabbath
breakers" O, After a hundred years of holiday-making ,Dunoonites are much more
tolerant, but it indicates that there has.always been a"lag" between Cowal and
"the "~other side"in sacred as well as in secular terms,

Tpirdly,sﬁbrting events,. and clubs.draw p30ple=t9ggther,across the

the Cowal settlements. Shinty, a sport peculiar to Bute and Argyll,bowling, and

golf, attract wvillagers and Dunoonites‘to~sha{e as spectators or participants .
ﬁbny other pastimes link villagers with Dunoonites -» a@s can simply

be shown, albeit in a cursory fashion, by the list of some of the main local
clubs and organised meetings, whose very titles designate their embrace

of the area, rather than just the Burgh. These are mainly the following:

Cowal Horticultural Society Cowal Choral Society
Cowal Badminton Association Cowal Tennis Association
Cowal District Bridge League Cowal Golf Club

Cowal Camera Club Cowal Round Table

Cowal Panto Group Cowal Floral Art Club
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Cowal Music Club Cowal Angling Club

Cowal Amateur Football Club Cowal- Athletic Footabll Club
Dunoon Argyll Curling Club Dunocon Town & County Club
Dunoon & District Angling Club Dunoon Argyll Whist Drives
Dunoon & District Gun Club Dunocon Rural Imstitute

Dunoon & District Young Farmers' Club
bunoon & District Canine Club

The list is. far from being exhaustive, identifying‘only those
clubs which by title are professedly café;{n& f;:r the whole district,
but it numbers the major part of the clubs and social groups locally.
Certainly, these listed social groups justify the claim of many local
residents with whom I had contactin the district, who over and over
again emphasised the very full social life they were living during the
winter season. In an area such as this one is reminded of Durkheim's
distinction between "material density" (ratio of people to the surface)
and "moral density" (intensity of communication).6 Although there is a
low density of population by urban standards, there are indications of

a high density of participation and shared experience.

As pointed out in the last chapter, "time" locally has its own
particularity. Changes are built up over time, and certain local
structural patterns of living emanate within the process of tJ:,me° The
life programme cannot be understood in isolation from the past. Marx
(1852) states: "Men make their own history, but they do not make

+t under circumstances chosen by themselves, but under

circumstances directly encountered, given and transmitted

from the past."7
Traditions and life-cycle emerge as time rolls by, and loeal "power-
scapes” establish the limits of living. Sociologists have been well
aware of the importance of history when searching for reasons why people
act the way they do, especially within their study of settlements.

Out of the web of time the strands of local features ' appear, a matter



which requires demonstration as one traces the local history of Dunocon
" and its locality. The™historical-'scape” gives to a settlement or
locality a certain "particularity”"-in a sense the ‘present is contained
in the envelope'of the past. " * . owLr [ troLacoe
" Following Konig, R.{1968) and the obsergations of the 1ast chapter,
the history o f the locality will b6 outlined within the framéwork ofstman.on,

concentration and segregatlon.9 At the same time, one looks for

continuities, as suggested by Stein, R.M.(lQGO).lO

"puncon™ may be derived from the word "Dun-nan-aoidhean"

meaning "place resorted to by strangers or guests".ll From the earliest
of days going back to the seventh century, outsiders came into the ares,
usually at first for pillage.12 But, more important, the location of
Duncon afforded a stepping-stone for travellers to and from the Western
Highlands. The First Statistical Account of Scotland (1791) states that
Dunoon was an important ferry inlet for Argyllshire, especially hefore
the new road was built by Loch ILomond up to Inverarale Thereafter, the
size of the population did tend, for a while, to go down, as Duncon's
ferry facility was used less. Nonetheless, travellers, especially
farmers or drovers constantly passed to and from the West Highlands by
the ferry across the Firth. Indeed, we know from well-established local
sources and a collection of maps at Castle House, Dunoon, that the only
road through the village of Dunoon led to the ferry, a thoroughfare
where strangers met and were welcomed by the locals of Dunoon.l4

Duncon was a well known centre " for smuggling, and for
the illegal distilling of whisky.l5 Factors which, as shall be seen,
are curiously repeated today when considering the peddling of drugs in
the area since the US Navy Base was created.

In 1755 , there were 1,757 people in the district.16 Judging
from the 1791 statistical account, they were a resilient people, anxious

at all costs to develop further the ferry service and the link with the

- . 1 .
opposite side of the Firth. 7 Apparently, there were frequent attempts
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to build a pier or quay near the castle.18 Today, the pier jutting out
into the waters.of the Firth, facing the "other side" stands for the
linkage of the to&n and district with strangers and guests. But, what
of the ruined castle of Dunoon above the p?er?

The castle was probably founded in the sixth century and, if
we are to believe narrators such as MacKay, was the seat of foreién
outside invaders who successively took over the castle and,area.19 The
New Statistical Account(1845) makes reference to a turbulent ancient
local history centred around Dunoc:n.20

Further along the Cowal shores stands the ruin of Toward
Castle. It was once the seat of the Lamonts, from which they ruled
Cowal. However, according to historical accounts the Campbells, from
Loch Awe, took over the castle at Dunoon, and gradually had control of
the district.21 The castles therefore represent dual local clan
loyalties and, as is well know, clan loyalties persist today with a
continuing sensitivity to past history. The Campbells supported the
Crown, and so represented locally "outside" loyalties, and the central-
ised control of the wilder West . Hitherto Cowal clung to its relative
independence, a trend whichrepé@tsitself; again in curious continuity,
but with a certain local ambivalence down to the division of opinion
with regard to Strathclyde regionalisation, as shall be seen. In spite
of much local feeling, Cowal became known as "King's Cowal" - the thorn
in the side of an Argyll that had always been set against control from
-the centre or south, and proud of its Dalriadic origins. The Lamonts
represented independence, and. the Campbells dependence.

The stay of the Campbells cannot be said to have been a happy
one. It ended abruptly in 1646 after one of their atrocities. Taking
the cteam of the Lamont Clan, numbering thirty six "special gentlemen”
in boats from the Lamont castle at Toward, the Campbells hung them or

22

put them to the sword, burying many alive below Dunoon castle. To

this day a plaque marks the spot of this burial, and the Lamonts continue



to pay homage. No plagque marks the spot where the Campbells lodged on
the hill. Théy left the town almost immediately after the atrocity.23
But, they remained the leading family in Argyll, ruling the whole area,
in spite of their deeds, because of their support of the crown and the
impositioﬂ>of the Englisﬁ languége. deay,'people locally can still
recall the ostracisation of Campbell families as late as the 1930s, and
at the local Highland gathering one may still hear “boos" for the
Campbell band as it appears in competition. There is certainly a local
cult in support of the Lamont clan. Dunoon was never proud of its "royal"
constables on the hill, and has always played down that Campbell
connection.

Returning to the "outside" interference by the monarchy, one
may cite MacKay (1845) who states: "The extension of the power and rights
of the Scottish monarchy evidently operated as a disturbing force on the
more ancient order of things in this distiict", adding that this brought
with it the concomitants of conguest and_colonisgtion by outsidérs, and
"the dislodging of local inhabitants".zé Once again, one is witnessing‘
invasion and outside interference in the area.

In 1791, when The First Statistical Account of Scotland was
written, the local historian wrote "incoming people are very much low-
country tenants" ', and added that English was the common language of the
locals, although "Gaelic is still the natural tongue with them".25
In addition, he noted that the incomiﬁg shepherds were wedlthy South-
landers, and that one Teviotdale shephered owned 1060 local ;;heep.26
Moreover, of the 14 proprietors, only three were resident.27 It. is
clear that for lengthy periods Dunoon .DiEtrict was infiltrated from the
outsiae and under a cosmopolitan influence. This must be set against a
background of Engli;h domina;ion and interference, especially after the
Jacobite movement.

Dunoon District was to be subject to successive takeovers both

in terms of power and culture. English influence made early cultural
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inroads into the Cowal strip, when the rest of Argyll was Gaelic. It is
significant that the Burgh of Dunoon is the only one in Argyll that has
an English motto: "Forward". Certainly, the influence of the more
populated lands and the appeal of a new life-style and opportunity
across the Firth have been a continuing feature in the story of the town.
In the 1791 account, the Dunoon narrator writes: "Our neighboufhood to
Greenock leads our young people to be expensive in their attire,aand to
imitate such as affect the manners and dress of those who rank higher
than themselves".28 For the young "forward" meant loocking towards the
south for progress, even for their livelihood, and many left the district.
Cowal has been described as facing North-West, but looking over its
shoulder of hills and shores to the more "developed" South. The God-
fearing writer of 1791 claims that the prolonged conviviality at nights
and local merrymaking were caused by the "near neighbourhood of a much
frequented seaport town" - namely Greenock across the waters.2
Today, the social and economic interplay between both sides of

the Firth is still a salient feature, as we shall see, but creating certain
local ambivalences. This was later accentuated with the "metropolis-
satellite" polarisation, especially with Glasgow, as the connection
between the district and the economic centre of the West of Scotland
increased, only to be finally heightened in the Strathclyde complex
when Argyll was to be annexed to Glasgow administratively in 1975.

| The complei network of control stretches from the very edges o f
the periphery to the centre, where power is lodged . More and more,
the centre has influence , politically , economically and culturally,
and as shall be seen, also militarily, as the interdependence of the
satellite-metropolis extends yet further to more and more complex
macro~metropolises as shown elsewhere by the writings of Gunder Frank

(1967, l97l).30"

Progressive changes were sweeping through ' Sgotland

emacavins from the cities, which not only grew in size, dut created neyw



towns by industrial expansion and modernity. The story of the Clydeside
coincides with developments everywhere. Change took place across scapes
with interplay principally between the economic-scape in the outscape,
affecting small towns in the peripheral localities and indeed creating
new ones, so that Glasgow affected the spatial distribution of localities
in the West of Scotland. In the upsurge of the Scottish cotton industry
as described by Hamiltom, H. (1932), followed by the metal industries
which opened up the Clyde wvalley, the whole Clyde estuary became
a centre of activity.31 Towns like Dunoon were affected by the
macro situation because they became residential watering places for the
more affluent Glaséow businessmen, and resorts to which the labouring
masses went later in steamships at the summer weekends.

It is evident that the spatial distribution of Dunoon and
district is meaningful only within the social and cultural variables
that are associated with the expunsion of Glasgow. In additionm,
sociologists such és Shevky, E. & Bell, W. (1955), Berry, B.J. & Rees,
P.H. (1969), have rightly stated that a settlement is a product of its
time, and can only be understood in terms of the society into which it
comes into being.32

Although Dunoon developed within its own historical-scape in
conjunction with Kilmun and Strone. By the banks of the Holy Loch
together with Sandbank, Glasgow's influence was always there. Kilmun
was further developed by Napier of Glasgow, who built much of the present
settlement. Some older locals will tell you in Kilmun, with some pride,
that David Napier, the famour Glasgow engineer, sailed the first iron
steamer in the world on nearby Loch Eck. This was in 1820. Kilmun has
been linked with Dunoon by reason of the fact that both Dunoon and Kilmun
have been for many years one single parish. The mutual contact of both
places with Glasgow merchants is also significant. The geographic location
of Cowal, with its more isolated position appears to bring the small
settlements of Kilmun, Strone, Blairmore and Ardentinny,

as well as Sandbank, Hunters Quay, Kirn,



Innellan and Toward, together into a natural unit, but the simultaneous
development of the settlements during the Glasgow industrial break-
through enables one to see the area even more as a meaningful causal
unit. Lindsay, M. (1958) describes the invasion of the entrepremneurs

into the area.

"By the middle of the century, mansions and 'marine villas'
were sprouting round the fringes of every accessible loch
and open stretch of the Clyde. Tea, tobacco, soap, coal,
iron and steel, ships and railway engines, these were the
things that lined the pockets of Glasgow's captains of
commerce. Self-made men, most of them, they had little in
the way of taste. The§ wanted the appearance of grandeur
and their architects gave it to them, in neo-baronial

turretings and mock gothic gambols.'33

A casual walk today through Dunoon; and the settlements that lie
to the NE and SW of the Burgh will throw light upon these remarks.
According to Patterson, J.S. (1972): "By 1864 the 'coasting
season' was a recognised feature of life in the West of Scotland".3"
For the towns of the estuary this meant a cycle of life in which
successive holiday-makers invaded the locality each year, regularly,
according to the holiday periods set out by each city and town of the
industrial belt. Already, in 1845, the narrator of the chapter on
Dunoon and Kilmun in The New Statistical Account of Scotland could
describe a scene of rapid and seasonal changes of population in an area
developing to meet the demands of leisure-seekers: '"While building and
other improvements proceed actively, numerous families of tradesmen from
the towns on the Clyde, and labourers, reside for a year or two, and
again removed. Families also sometimes reside during the summer months
in villas or houses, either their own property, or occupied for the time.

The residence of such is made to suilt convenience and taste; and

.18



transfers in such kinds of house property are of frequent occurrence;
and altogether, there may be said to be an irregular and varying
condition of the population as to actual amount .... Perhaps in no
parish in Scotland is the population more varia@le, comparing one year
with another".35

But the merchants went and the poorer classes moved in, not so
much to gnjoy what was left, but to be given the new delights, thought
up and devised by incoming Glasgﬁw and Renfrewshire shopkeepers and
hoteliers, who were the grandparents of many of today's locals. In the
1930s Lindsay describes the trip to Dunoon, when the "Eagle" steamer
tied up at Dunoon, and "the day trippers spilled over the pier and dis-
persed among the town's crowded narrow streets in search of fish—-and-
chip shops, junk stores and othér transferred delights of Glasgow".3®
Needless to say, Dunoon 'pubs" were a feature, most of them lining the
main street, and the lower roads. Drunken behaviour aboard the
steamers, especially at weekends has continued to be a topic of interest
locally. In the 1860s and 1870s the Glasgow Herald published regular
accounts of drunken excursionists "doon the watter".37_ Every ship (even
today) carried a licence to sell spirits at any time of day, and the
profits have encouraged the stewards to turn a blind eye to behaviour
that might otherwise be reprehensible ashore.38 For the Glaswegian who
had little to cheer him in life, drink was his escape = in 1868 there
were 1,780 pubs in Glasgow alone.3? When he got to the ship at the
Broomielaw of Glasgow he could drink "all the way" down to the Firth
and back.“0

Significant change of the locality had taken place in the wake
of the industrial development that was sweeping through Britain,
proceeding from faraway centres to peripheries like Cowal. The needs of
the strangers had always had a profound effect on local modes of hospitality.

We have here clear evidence of the ''dual ethie" in Dunoon.

In spite of its presbyterianism the town complied with outside demands



with regard to the need for drinking places in particular. The stranger's

stay was finite, and presented the opportunity'to turn a penny".

Dunoon had quite a name as a drinking place back to the
days of the early ferry, and enjoyed an enduring reputation for the
distilling of whisky.“! When the population of Dunoon and Kilmun
pérish stood at 2,853 in 1845, there were three good local inns for
drinking, and in addition, as the "Account'" observes: "There are not
fewer than 18 places besides, within the united parish, licensed for
the sale of spiritous liquors. In the year 1841 the amount of spirits
imported to the united parish for consumption in these places,
amounted to 2,958 gallons".*2 (Certainly, down to the present, the
Dunoon pubs and local inns have attracted a large trade. There is no
indication, however, that the residents of the town enjoyed a
reputation for heavy drinking. The summer spell could hardly have
given the thrifty population much time for it and the greater
"redundancy of roles" in the winter, to use Frankenberg's concept *32
would make overt heavy drinking less acceptable, except when the big
seasonal festivals came along, or the traditional event.

Throughout the "Accounts' one gets the impression that Cowal
was a law—abiding area, as was Argyll, where family life appeared to
have mattered. Indeed, for the whole of Argyll in 1958 there were
only 1l serious crimes in all. The number of persons classified as
"juvenile offenders'" was 70 (under 17 years of age). There were, in
all, 28 cases of theft, 25 road accident offences, 19 miscellaneous
offences, amongst youth, and 1,226 offences or crimes were proceeded
against.“% By 1968 standards these indices are indicative of pervasive

controls. We will see the huge change post—-1961.
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But,Dunoon g{rove to cater for the strangers by every means

to attract more visitoré «« ‘First of all, the town made use of Burns'
love for a local Dunoon girl, erecting a statue to her in 1896, the

"Bonnie Mary of Argyll®”, which stands in front of the ruined castle.

She stands with bronze eyes focused - on the Ayrshire coast where she was

said to have “exchange bibles with Robert Burns over running water, and
45
married in the *Scottish style'".’ Glasgow people have come by their
thousands to visit the hill, not to see the castle ruin, but to see
the statue, and be photographed standing by "Bonnie Mary of Argyll", or
to search for Auchamore Farm, the spot where she was born. Love has
also echoed in song about Dunoon and District.by Sir Harry Lauder, the
renowned Scot, who lived in the Dunoon District for years, and whose
best songs were about love by the "bonnie banks o' Clyde"; and William
Cameron wrote a poem about the romantic air at Dunoon's Morag Fairy
Glen, a spot for lovers along the West Bay:
"There's music in the wild cascade,
There's love amang the trees,
There's beauty in ilk bank an' brae
An' balm upon the breeze;
Then meet me, love, by a' unseen
Beside yon mossy den;
0, meet me, love at dewey eve,
In Morag's Fairy Glen." 4
The town has also striven to attract people with sporting
events. As far back as the middle of the last century Dunoon staged a
British boxing championship between thn Gondie of Scotland and Ned
" Langlands of England - with bare knuckles - to which thousands of
people journeyed from all over Britain.4f But it was the Cowal
Highland Games, founded in 1894, which became the outstanding event
of the year "recognised as an athletic event of international standing".
Bighland Games were introduced as part of the vogue of "Balmorality":
"The couthy simulation of old customs that have long since lost their

49

meaning, for the sake of gratifying sentimentality".’
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Lindsay, M. (1939) wrote a poem about the Highland Games at
Dunocon, which does convey much of the nationalism and the atmosphere
of the grand occasion, when pipe bands from every part of the world and
each clan muster, their clan support following them through the town
from the pier to the park for competition. When 30,000 visitors cram
the small streets, festooned with tartan banners and clan shields,  out-
numbering the locals by three to one:
"There's tartan tammies and muckle blads
tae show the garb o' the clans;
there's thistl't lassies and kiltit lads
wi the emblems of fitba fans.
The fuss and the jostle, the rankringan din,
the stow and the heat o the day
are sudently naethin for aa are kin
when the thoosand pipers play.
As the skirlin soun drifts up tae the hills
and spreids owre the skinklan sea,
there's nae ae hert but gaes faster and fills
wi whit Scotland jince culd be.
Yet aford the echo has cooled i the bluid
they're wavean their gew-gaws again.
And Scotland's -back tae her dotit mood
o snicheran, sneet hauf-men'!" 50
We see here the drifting sight-seers with their football scarves waving
them to the Scottish emblems, who for a brief spell under the sway of
the playing of the thousand pipers, feel victorious over the English,
only to return to the: reality of Sgotland's dependence upon England,
Still on the subject of sport, the area has long been rencwned
for its yacht racing, since the days of Sir Thomas Lipton. The Clyde
Yacht Club has had its headquarters at the Royal Marine Hotel, Hunters
Quay, for years and from here the Clyde Fortnight over the years launched
some of the biggest British events, especially the six-metre yacht race
for the coveted Seawanhaka Cup - a race which has attracted the best
yachtsmen in the world. Nearby is the well-known Robertson Yard at
Sandbank, where a small number of local craftsmen have built some of the
world's best yachts to represent Britain in internatiomal races. Local

pride in local achievements cements local ties, giving the "social

inscape" yet another "particularity".
P



Duncon was never to have the reputation for the extrovert
Blackpool-like attractions, but it did have its summer shows at the
theatre, called "the Cosy Corner", on the front, where the best of
Scotland's comic turns amused the holiday-makeré for years. The
character of the seaside shows will have much to do with the story of
recent changes in Dunoon, as shall be seen.

It must not be imagined that the district of Cowal, and the
town of Dunoon, in particular, could cater for the cycle of incomers
without help from "the other side'. We have already seen how labourers
from outside, and their families, stayed for two years at a time whilst
helping to build the new Dunocon. Smith, G.C. (1961) in the latest
Statistical Accounf, notes: "At the beginning of the century it was usual
to recruit hotel staffs with employees who came only for the season from
outside. the area, generally from élasgow. So too with the touring
coaches and cabs: horses and drivers were brought down from Glasgow." 51
According to the same account "at the height of the season the population
is treb].ec:l.'ﬁ'2 To. cater for these it was usual to recruit staff from
Greenock or Glasgow. The summer season was, therefore, characterised by
"cosmopolitanism" both with regard to local tourism and service. This also
continued throught the off-season when contact with "the other side" was
maintainéd during the winter, because of the traffié of skilled labour to service
machinery, heating systems, etc., or to prep;re business premises for

the oncoming season.



There can be no doubt whatever that tourism was the major means_
of livelihood for the people of Dunoon and the local settlements up to
1961. The Burghal area contained, by that time, no less than s;ven
licensed hotels 130 private hotels and boarding houses and a large number
of flats or apartments.s3 The hotels and boarding houses could account
for 3,000 holiday-makers. The crowded summer months and the quiet winter
spell created a contrast in patterns of living and in life-style. Dunoon
and district lacked large—scale industry, so that migration of the
young has been inevitable throughout the years, whereas businessmen,
the hoteliers, landlords and shopgeepers of one kind or another, could
financially survive a bleak winter.

In addition, and more important, each day a growing number
of local people commuted to the towns on '"the other side" where
they had managed to obtain employment. We haQe no idea of the
number who travelled over by ferry to these jobs each day, except that
Smith, C.G. (1961) merely notes: ""Apart from the building trades, there
is little opportunity for learning a trade; some manage to secure an
apprenticeship in Greenock, and travel daily, but others, less fortunate,
have to go farther afield." %4

A marginal number of local people did find employment in the
agricultural and forestry belts. In 1961 there were 34,533 acres in
cultivation or farm use, and afforestation enterprises utilised 11,110
acres. But the major part of the agricultural usage of land was for
grazing, no less than 31,766 acres, so that the need for manpower was minimal.

Influx, however, cannot be associated solely with the increase
in visitors during the season. There have been other forms of invasion.
After the resort was well established at the turn of the century and
the rhythm of life routinized, older people began to come to Dunoon for
retirement in ever greater numbers. At the same time, as we have already

seen, the young people began to leave the town and area to seek work on



"the oéher side'". "According to the Returns of the Registrar General for
Scotland,- the Dunoon birthrate showed a '"crude rate of natural decrease"
except in the two immediate periods following the two World Wars, as can

be seen from the “pgturns of the R.G?ﬁ and yet the population was rising,
so that we can only account for this increase in population by the influx
of outsiders, and these were mainly the aged. 1In fact, the Census of

1961 pointed out that Dunoon Burgh had by that time the lowest percentage
of young amongst the Burghs of Argyll, a County with a low proportion of
youth, and that the Burgh of Dunoon had at the same time, the highest
proportion i; elderly of 65+ - in a County noted for its high percentage

of aged peopii.' And the narrator of The Third Statistical Account

(1961) points out: "Many old people retire to Dunoon, in spite of the
shortage of houses, and but for this influx the remarkable growth of
population would not have occurred, for many who are born within the parish
have to leave it to seek employment." 58

The data supplied by the Registrér General covering the period
(1911-1961) indicates how Dunoon compares with the County and
National Rates of Births and Deaths.BgThe death-rates show that Dunoon
on the whole has had a consistently higher rate than the National and
County Rates, and inversely a lower birthrate than the National and
County levels.

What of the movement of population during the war years?
Significantly, there has been a naval infiltration during the two world
wars, when RN vessels anchored in the Holy Loch, and convoy veéselg off
the Firth within the estuary in general. It is interesting that the
Second Statistical Account (1845), mentions that the Holy Loch was an
ancient anchorage for foreign ships?o In the second world war, sub-
marines were moored té a mother ship almost at the same anchorage as

that of the present USN tender-ship. Ironically, since the time of

St. Kentigen, the Loch has been called "an Loch Seanta'", which means,

according to MacKay (1845) "the charmed loch". 61



Also in the second world war, Duncomn District, like most more
remote urban-rural areas, had its share of evacuees. As regards these
latter, Smith, G.C. (1961), writes: "Some of the families that came as

62 But these families were

evacuees have remained to make their homes'".
not considerable. The unusual influx, however, in the war years mﬁét

be noted, in that although evacuees did move to remote spots throughout
Britain, Dunoon had both a military and a civil influx. TFor three to
four years naval personnel were based in the town, not only by reason-of
the naval vessels off-shore, but also because of the maintenance of the
barrier-boom stretching f£rom Dunocon to the Cloch opposite. The writer

of the 1961 '"account" notes that the influx of evacuees, plus the wives
of servicemen in Dunoon ''gave hotel-keepers a busy time".63 By all
accounts, it was a prosperous period for thé>Burgh and the area.--

In concluding it must be emphasised that Dunoon ceased to be an
important ferry-port and stop—off for strangers as better roads were
provided in the West of Scotland. 1In addition, under the impact of moderni-
sation Glasgow played an important role in shaping the town and its
district. The town and area were committed to catering for strangers, not
as travellers but as '"weekenders'" or holiday-makers. The local population
was largely urban, thrifty and cosmopolitan. Successive invasions from
the "outscape" brought the local people closer to the industrial West.

The rural area surrounding Dunoon was populated by urbanites. Indeed,
whatever the geographical remoteness from Glasgow the locality was tied

"on the other side" upon which it

up with the industrial world
depended for prosperity and general economic developument.

So much for the frequent invasions and successions in the

locality, I will now deal with the concentrations thsat followed them.
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The first concentrations are easily identifiedifirstly, came the
coneentration of the wealthy,who established the industrialisation of the
West o Sotlemi;secondly,Successive soncentrations of mainly middle~class,
urbanites , who were thrifty and enterprising'small businessmen,

In 1822 James Ewing, an ex-Provost of Glasgow, most
influential in the Merchants' House of Glasgow and the Glasgow Bank, and
founder of the Glasgow Savings Bank, set up his marine villé near the
old Dunoon Castle. Writing about Ewing, Reverend MacKay (1866), in
eulogy writes: "ﬁe need scarcely inform tourists or travellers frequent-
ing the Firth of Clyde that Duncon has since grown up to be now a very
extensive and populous place indeed, having grown beyond the dimensions
of a mere village....and whatever extension it has already arrived at,
or whatever may yet-be its extent and size, it is all undoubtedly
traceable to Mr Ewing's good taste and discernment, in having selected
it as his summer residence. He may well be styled the founder of Dunocon.
The visitors whom he drew to the place soon began to follow the example
he had set them; and villa after villa, and house after house hegan to
rise."

The merchants of Glasgow whose, city ﬁoasted "the tallest
chimney-stacks in the world" siezed the opportunities afforded by
steamship travel, not only in déveloping markets abroad, but also in
setting up residence for themselves along the picturesque Clydeside
estuary. It became the social thing, and the culturally appropriate
step for the wealthy Glaswegians to have a castle-like dwelling or
marine villa by the waters of the Firth. The Glaswegian social and
cultural connection is thus central to the  story of new Dunoon.

Indeed, the present line of boarding houses and hotels in
Dunoon, running parallel to the water's edge, were for the most part
the summer residences of Glasgow merchants.65 But this was made
possible by the expansion of Glasgow's merchant class, together with

!
the timely development of steamships, rather than the "good taste" of



Ewing. Nonetheless, the influence of the merchant banker cannot be
underestimated, because of his personal links with theubusiness and
banking elite of the city. The significant thing to note, from the
point of view of the origin of the new township, is that Dunoon was
described in 1866 as "virtually a suburb or amenity of Glasgow".66
An interesting'footnote to the development of Dunoon and district 1is
that another Glasgow merchant and friend of Ewing, Mr. Kirkham Finléy,.
set up his castle at Toward ten years after, in 1832, so that the two
traditionally opposed clan sectors of Cowal associated with two old
antagonistic castles, around which families polarised in fixed animosity,
became linked through the mutual friendship of two Glasgow merchants.
Although thereafter, family clan divisions in part remained locally, they
never asserted themselves quite so fiercely as before.

The concentration of the wealthy Glasgow merchants along the
shore roads of Cowal, brought to the ''clachan" cottages and thatched
farmsteads, a dramatic change of life~style, as carriages and pairs
carried the wealthiest men of Scotland to their castles by the sea.
Lindsay, M. (1958) says of these "patriarchal masters’: 'they created a
convention — taken up by middle—class and by the proletariat in
their turn, to go 'doon the watter'."67

It is significant that Ewing's own bank, the '"Savings Bank"
of Glasgow was set up in Dunoon as early as 1839 and that Kirkham
Finlay of Castle Toward, together with James Hunter of Hafton, made
possible the extension of the Dunoon Kirk§8 and both Douglas of
Glenfinart and Kirkham Finlay provided school house and educational
facilities 1oca11y.69 This typical "upper-crust" prowess and Victorian

patronage of church and schoolroom, cannot be underestimated, and local

loyalties of a predominantly middle-class population is still fostered.



89

It is clear that shopkeepers, publicans, hoteliers, landlords, and

proprietors of one form or another, made up the more prosperous locals.
Most of the 25 Provosts and Town Councillors pre~1961 were small
businessmen. They were the "better—offs'", made-up of incomers, for the
most part, from Paisley, Greemock and Glasgow. Smith G.C. (1961)
describes the town as made up of fdozens of small shopsﬁ.70 These
followed in the wake of the big landowners. In 1845 when there were
only 13 proprietors in the parish of Dunoon and Kilmun,' there were no
less than 12 mansions with extensive parks, and a total of just under
400 local houses in the whole area, many of which were owned by the
wealthy merchants.Yg From a reading of the "Accounts" (1791, 1845,
1961) one gets the impression, confirmed by the analysis of the
available evaluation rolls, that aftgr a top~heavy upper-class
occupancy,'a self-employed comfortable class began to grow apace with
the development of the local tourist and catering trade, typical of any
watering place, but that initial influx of merchant princes left its
mark upon the area, not only ecologically, but in terms of local
influence. Status mattered, and prestige went hand-in~hand with material
prosperity.

As the holiday resort grew, so too did the exodus of the
working-classes, because they could not survive without emigration, and
the influx of a resilient self-employed, thrifty class, imbued with
the then popular sentiments of "self-help" soon dominated the place
with middle-class values and conservatism. The decrease of the rural

life noted in the 1845 "Account" went on apace, as did the exodus of

the "farm hands".
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The local small businessmen and caterers have been fiercely
competititve, however, and individualistic from the very beginning.
We have seen how the new Dunoon came to be, and the invasion of
resourceful vendors and caterers from the more developed and

T3 R
"Gesellschaft~like" Turban areas on "the other side'": these came with a

certain contractual approach to life, built up by an urban
industrialist society.

In a situation where there are ratepayers who are absent for
a major part of the year, as was the case in Dunoon and area 74
over the years as shown by-an Bxé@iéﬁ#?ﬁéi?fithﬁ'Evalﬁation Rolls ,"Public-
regarding attitudes ars less common amongst absentee landlords ."Private-
regarding” attitudes tend to prevail, to use a distinction suggested
by Wilson, J.Q. (1963):75The common good in this circumstance may
be so easily lost sight of. The significance of these remarks with
regard to the USN personnel will later be made clearer .

Clearly the private-regarding interests of the landlords, were
not in the interests of the younger married people seeking local
property. Property stood empty for nine months, only available for
vigsitors. The strangers were preferred to the locals. The Council
house provision was inadequate for years, certainly till the mid-sixties.
Smith G.C. (1961) states that accommodation was poor for the working
class; There were fewer Council houses built in Dunocon than in the
smaller towns of Campbeltown and Oban. Dunoon, the biggest Argyll

76

Burgh had a poor record compared with some of the smaller Burghs.
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The ideas of Glasgow University's Adam Smith concerning the
free market economy dominated Scottish thought, and the Protestant
ethic of work involved individualistic efforts: each man was to give
an account of his stewardship before God: the imdividual, not society,
was called to judgement! Those were the days when Samuel Smiles's book
on figelf-Help" was read avidly by the self-employed, and was instrumental
in creating their wvalue system. Thernew bourgeoisie were individualists
in Dunoon District, as the court proceedings shoﬁed.

However, the individualism in the district was very marked from
the beginning of the Victorian settlement, litigations locally were
heated and prolonged. The editor of the Dunoon Observer & Argyllshire
Standard, describes the new gentlemen in the second half of the
nineteenth century as a "litigious people",77'and a local lawyer,

Mr. A.MclLean, has done some considerable study of the various fierce

court room battles over ghe rights of locals to propertyz8 A main
contention seems to have been between the alleged "rights'" of the
established 1locals to lanes, cart roads, etc., and certain common land,
and that of the incoming property speculators. The significant fact which
emerges 1s that the incomers' take-over of certain properties which were
said to be communal was resisted.

Today, the protest of the local people, in conflict with the
competition of incomers and of intruding interests will be made evident,
as it certainly was pre-1961l. In both the country area around the
Burgh of Dunocon and in the town or local settlements of Cowal, locals
were restricted by reasqn‘of the landed property rights of the few, who
held a great deal of the green strip, and by reason of the growing !
"burgess" hold on capital within the urban area; the older locals were
caught between. Conflicts accordingly arose. If we take a simple
earlier example from the local history, we can show how interests did
clash from the beginning of the new Dunoon over "rights'" of individuals

and those of the people. After Ewing took over his property on the



"front", which today is called "Castle Gardens",.he proceedeé, in 1834,
to build a high wall around his "bit". This included the old Castle
property. The locals were outraged and people today will still tell
you about it, after approximately 140 years. Tﬁe Dunoonites claimed
that the castle property was common land, and from the exodus of the
Campbells had been freely used by the locals. Not daunted by the high-
handed incomer, the local women patiently and obstinately came by night
and took aéay whole sections of Ewing's wall, which barred their way to
the Castle hill. It erided in a court case at Inveraray in which
proceedings were taken against some of the women, but in the end local
feeling won the day, and the castle property has remained open eve;
since to the people.

A Dunoon poet, Duncan MacLean (1835) wrote a poem concerning

the incident which describes the communal spontaneous action:
AULD WIVES' BATTLE OF CASTLE HILL

"We sing of the castle Dunoon,
The hill gemm'd with daisies so bright,

Where our mothers we know in days long ago
Fought proudly for freedom and right.

The beautiful hill we now own
By the landlord was walled all around,

Till our mothers with skill assailed the old hill
And levelled the wall to the ground." 19

This "communal act" indicates that there was some corporate
feeling about collective rights or claims locally. After 1868 when
Dunoon became a Burgh, actioms by the council were sometimes success-—
fully reversed by the locals. For example, in 1880 it was suggested
that a public park be opened; a plebiscite was taken, in the outery that

80

went up, and the proposal was rejected by 424 votes to 170.°Y  In the

days of railway expansion it was proposed that a railway line should
come round. via Lochgilphead, with stations planned at intervals from
Strachur onwards, passing Loch Eck, and halﬁing at Sandbank, before

terminating at Dunoon?l This was resisted by individuals as well as

public bodies, and given uv.
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Another two examples will show how the concentrated population
that had been built up in m;re recent times was able to organise ﬂ;otest
' against innovation or interference from outside. It was suggested in
1921 that efectricicj be introduced, but "the r;tepayers rejected the
proposal” and it was not until 1929 that electricity was supplied.’
Later, when nationalisation of the British Railways caused a cut-back
in shipping, and several Clyde-piers were to be closed, public protests
in Dunooﬁ and district were added to the objections. These "proved
effective in curbing the official zeal for excessive centralisatior;‘.83

So much for the successive invasions and the particular
concentration of population and contéols within the localityswhich established
certain social characteristics ‘. But what of segregation? Was there
any? The people were largely cosmopolitan in those days and mest
could not claim to be real "natives”. Hard-line established resistance
to strangers appears to have been minimal in a locality known for its
hospitality. Only the old clan divisions appear to have created local
bias as hinted at already, and although an individualism was apparent,
segregation did not seem to throw groups into limbo.

We have seen how the area was characterised by conservatism,

tempered by a certain tolerance for "outsiders'. Needless to say,

Presbyterianism had exercised a dowinant local socialisation
influence from the beginning ,which at all times propagated the strict

way of life, associated as it has been with the inculcation of values

of  sobriety and self-control in the Calwinist tradition, and as prqfagated

by John Enox Only the openness and tolerance, already alluded to, as modifying
featuressraltered the Presbyterian mode of living in Cowal, The service funciion
of the locality as a tourist and holiday centre had altered the salient features
of strict Presbyterianism. We will later see the impact suffered by the locality

when the religious fabric of life locally was threatened by the more liberal

vieus of the American inconers,
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The local Catholic children have always attended the ancient
Protestant Dunoon Grammar School since the first influx of Irish
labourers, together with a mixture of Catholics from the Isles, and
the Lowlands, during the immigration when Dunoon had almost doubled its
population‘between 1831 and 1931.840 Whilst on '"the other side'" both
Catholic and Protestant schools have created a notorious partitién
between religions; in a country where religioﬁs barriers have been’
second only to the North of Ireland, a place like Dunoon has stood out
singularly, creating tolerance and acceptance.

At the same time, the fact that the Catholic people in the
mi&—lQZOs were able to secure an excellent plot of land for their church
at the East Bay opening into the promenade, shows how open were the locals
to "outsiders". '

There were ten presbyterian charges in the Dunoon/Kilmun parish
District by 1961: three in Dunocon, two in Innellan, two in Kirn, one in
Sandbank, one in Kilmun and one in Strone and Ardentinny, showing a
total of 4,272 officially committed members altogether.85 To the West
linked with Inverchaolain was the Presbyterian kirk at Toward. The
Dunoon kirk is the High Kirk. For selection visitors could choose
from a Free Church service, a typical Presbyteriaun, or Baptist, or
Scottish Episcopalian, or "Congregation of Christiam Brethren' church
service, or attend the meetings of the Jehovah Witnesses, or Mass
at the Catholic Church.a6 English visitors were not fully provided for,
but the same has been true of the church service provision in most small

English seaside towns regarding places of worship For Scots.



In Dunoon according to the 1961 Census, which assesses the
situation as it was when the USN Base was firstlestablished, the Ratio
of Residents born outside Scotland in Dunoon per 1,000 of the
population was 80. This compares with 70 in Argyll and 66 in the small
Burghs, Cowal was largest with 105.

From the fact that Cowal's ratio was over 1 in 10, and
considering that mény local families had themselves originated from
outside Dunoon District a generation before, it could be said that

localism: may have been less marked in the area as a whole than they
might have been, had the area been without a history of cosmopolitanism.
Smith, G.C. (1961) remarks: "Neither representation on public bodies,
nor office-holding in the local societies, nor even personal aésociation
is confined to the 'natives': the grouping is rather according to taste
and interest rather than according to length of residence". 81
Important to the religious scene is the fact that the various
local churches were accustomed to worship with many strangers coming
and going throughout the summer months, a situation that could have
weakened the communal parochial spirit which might have existed in
certain congregations, since it could possibly have disrupted the
continuity and stability of corporate worship. On the other hand, the
kno&ledge that others from outside in random numbers actually shared the
same belief might have had a consolidating effect - and the more

heterogeneous the origins of the visitors, the more assuring it
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would be. One could say, perhaps thaﬁ the Cowal religious congregations
have been accustomed by reason of the cycle of summer and winter swings of
population to .experience"mechanical solidarity"as a parish or fellow-

' 88
ship in the quiet periods, and "organic solidairity" in the busier
season, which helped to create an openness in spite of the area's remoteness.
A consequent degree of pliancy and a flexibility have characterised the
worshippers;on the whole,and a greater ability to adapt.

The geographic character of Dunoon and district woﬁld appear to
create for the local people a certain ndency towards closure, with
infrequent boats connecting the locality with "the other side" during
the winter months - there were less boats in the winter season pre-1961
than there are today. Contact with "“he other sidé' by road has always
been arduous and lengthy and possible only for car owners. Networks
have tended to be "territorially based" therefore, in Barnes' terms,
but with the incoming workers and the summer crowds the pecple's sense
of tolerance and adaptation appear to have been considerable.
Educationally, the very experience of schooling in Dunoon has been
instrumental in creating tolerance and kitting together the villages
around the shore, as shall now be shown.

Dunoon Grammar School has enjoyed an educational reputation
throughout Argyll, with pupils coming from all parts of the Western
Highlands for their secondary education. The day schocl has had an
unusually widespread appeal and wider intake, because in many parts,
of the West there are no secondary schoois, so that children and young
adults in the periphery have to come in and take up residence in a
hostel in Dunoon to attend the Grammar School for their secondary
education.sgt So it is that the bcal pupils are able to mix with others
whose values and outlook are quite different, which has gurther widened
the open outlook the locals have been noted for throughout the past.

In addition, all the secondary pupils from the shore settlements merge

with the Burgh youngsters at the Grammar School - the rival schools are

o 0 '"the other side’.
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But what about the electorate within the "political-scape"?
Since 1707 Argyll has had an MP, but between 1707 and 1831 there was a
very small number of electors, in all 43 in the whole of Argyllshire
in 1790, which increased to 107 electors by 1831.90 MacDonald,
C.M. (1961) comments: '"The members were practically always landed
proprietors, and of a total of twelve members before 1832, ten bore
the name of Campbell." 91 Earlier the Liberals held sway, latterly
the Conservatives. Out of the fifteeh MPs before 1961, eleven were
Conservative. The area of Cowal was thus noted for its Tory loyalties,
as was to be expected in an area largely made up of small businessmen
and white—collar workers. According to the various issues of the
Dunoon Observer & Argyllshiré Standard, over the past 100 years and
more, local interest in politics seems to have been intense. The
"affairs of State" used to be hotly debated before crowds at the Pier,
especially prior to world war one, by two old "worthies", Postman
Livingstone, a white-bearded, swarthy local, and William Galloway
("British Wull")?2

The public debates at the pier, or opposite in the Castle
Gardens, were both political and religious. The Church of Scotland
ministers became thoroughly involved in the issues of Parliameﬁt. It is
also important to realise that the people of Cowal appeared to have been
greatly interested in wider politics, than folk in most urban-rural
areas in the remoter parts of Scotland. The reason for this was the
fact that many families originated, or came from the "other side" and

some indeed from farther afield, and so were less parochially minded.



One may now be in a position to present some assessment of
trends and salient characteristics prior to 1961, utilising the
above data, and strengthening the analysis with relevant material
from established sources.

It is evidence that Dunoon and district have undergone
successi