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ABSTRACT

This thesis provides a general overview of the links between the Scottish Gaels of the western
seaboard of Scotland and the Gaelic-speaking peoples of Ireland, especially of Ulster, between
1560 and 1760. It covers a period of dramatic transformation in Gaelic society, from the age of
Reformation to the collapse of Jacobitism and the decline of clanship. The focus of fresh
interpretation is on religious, social and, to a lesser extent, economic links, but political, military
and cultural connections are also considered, in order to reach an understanding of the

encompassing historical perspective which governs the relationship between the Gaels.

Most connections in 1560 were related to the trade in Highland mercenaries to Ulster and
Connacht, and to the growing territorial aspirations of a small colony of MacDonald settlers in
Antrim. The Union of the Crowns in 1603 and the coterminous completion of the Tudor conquest
of Ireland had a number of consequences on pan-Gaelic relations. The mercenary trade came to an
end, leading to the creation a pool of redundant swordsmen in both countries. Highlanders were
officially excluded from the plantation of Ulster in 1610, which introduced more of an English-
speaking dimension to Scoto-Irish relations. In physical terms, the presence of English and
Lowland Scots settlers in the north of Ireland divided the Gaels. In order to survive in Ulster, the
MacDonnells of Antrim were forced to conform to the government in Dublin. This rendered the
split between them and the Clan Donald South in Scotland permanent, and further undermined
Gaelic solidarity in Ulster. The pan-Gaelic military connection is traced from the mercenary trade
through the political realignment of 1603, to the Royalism of the civil war period when the Gaels

entered the national arena, and finally to the limited links of the first and last Jacobite rebellions.

The contribution made by the Gaels to each other's religious heritage was substantial. The factors
which rejuvenated and sustained Catholicism in the Highlands and Islands after the Reformation
are examined, particularly the role of the first missionaries, who were almost exclusively Irish
regulars. During the seventeenth century, Irish Franciscans, Vincentians, Dominicans, Barnabites,
lay Capuchins and secular priests were present on the Highland mission who, by the end of the
century, were all working together under the Scottish secular mission head. In the eighteenth
century, the number of Irish dropped as native Highlanders assumed responsibility for the mission.
Conversely, the role of Gaelic-speaking ministers in the Church of Ireland, and in the presbyterian
church in Ulster from the late sixteenth century, is examined. The contribution of Gaelic-speaking,
University-educated Scots to the embryonic Protestant Church in Ireland, when few Irish-speakers

were conforming, was particularly significant.

There was a considerable volume of commercial traffic across the North Channel, both legitimate

trade and smuggling, in which the Gaelic élite played their part. The trade in military contraband
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and victuals during the Ulster rebellion (1594-1603), the grain trade, the Highland fishing industry
in the late seventeenth century and their expeditions to Ireland, and the leasing of west coast forests
by Irish tanning merchants in the eighteenth century, are all evaluated. There was also a substantial

smuggling trade in salt, fish, grain, livestock, and various incidental items.

The various factors between 1560 and 1760 which resulted in the permanent settlement of
Highlanders in Ireland are elucidated, as well as the seasonal interchange of migrant workers and
refugees from ecclesiastical and judicial discipline. Periods of war and the political realignment
after them usually affected migration, and there was, thus, substantial Scottish settlement in Ireland
in the Cromwellian period and after the 1690 Revolution, when land devastated by warfare was
made available for settlement. On a more occasional basis, evidence indicates that Highlanders
most often fled to Ulster to escape sanction, whereas the Irish were most attracted by the better

provision made for poor relief in Scotland, particularly in Argyll and the southern Isles.

Cultural links between the Gaels, which have proved most enduring in the long term, were marked
in the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries by the movement of Scots to Ireland to be
educated in the traditional schools of learning, particularly in the medical and bardic disciplines,
but also to study with virtuoso musicians. With the decline in Gaelic institutions in both countries,
cultural ties between the Gaels became less formal. Those pursuing a medical career either became
apprentice apothecaries or enrolled at universities, though musicians continued to travel in the
Gaidhealtachds without attention to national boundary. Many more from the Gaelic learned class

redeployed into the ranks of the Established Church in Scotland or the Catholic Church in Ireland.

Throughout the thesis there are undertones of the antipathy which existed between the Campbells
of Argyll, and the‘ MacDonalds of Kintyre and Islay, their offshoot the MacDonnells of Antrim, and
various clans previously associated with the Lordship of the Isles, who tended to take opposing
sides in any conflict because of their antagonistic stance towards each other. Attitudes among clans
on the western seaboard to the role of the Campbells as agents of the government was an important
factor in the polarisation of the Highland clans in the 1640s civil war and during the Jacobite
}eﬁellioné, iﬁtolStewart and government camps. Included in the traditionalist stance was a concept
of a pan-Gaelic unity connecting the Gaels of Ireland and Scotland. Thdugh, by the end of the
seventeenth century, this had little basis in reality, the idea was fostered and developed, almost
exclusively by the MacDonald bards, probably as part of an anachronistic identification with the
role of the Lordship and the MacDonalds' own long-term relationship with Ireland. Nonetheless, it
is worthy of note that it is the MacDonald viewpoint which significantly colours surviving concepts

of Scottish Gaelic history.
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INTRODUCTION

This thesis is an overview of the ﬁlajbr links between the Gaélic:spéak’ing’ pebpies of ireI(ami, ’
particularly Ulster, and of the west Highlands and Islands of Scotland between 1560 and 1760. It
looks at a broad spectrum of interaction between Irish and Scottish Gaels, highlighting the military,
religious, social, economic, demographic, and cultural aspects of their relationship, in an attempt to
reach an understanding of the historical perspective which encompasses the whole. The period
covered, from 1560 to 1760, has been chosen because the traditional mould of Irish and Scottish
Gaelic society was broken apart during this time and replaced by a political system within which
the Gaels were only able to retain their distinctiveness in a linguistic and cultural sense. This
period of 200 years largely charts the political transition from fairly autonomous Gaelic units in
both Ireland and Scotland - lordships and clans - with distinct social and economic frameworks, to
the absorption and assimilation of the Gaidhealtachds into their respective nation states. Stretching
from the age of Reformation and the subsequent growth of the Counter-Reformation movement to
the collapse of Jacobitism and the decline of clanship, these dates are also thematically appropriate

for such a study.

This tremendous change in the fabric of Gaelic society was executed over a number of decades by
military, political and ecclesiastical action. It was a gradual process, but there is evidence of a good
deal of coercion, particularly in Ireland with the extensive land expropriations which occurred
there. In Scotland, legislative and military coercion by the central government only extended to
expropriation in the case of four clans, though there were annexations following the 1715 and 1745
Jacobite rebellions. The clan chiefs still commanded more authority than the government until
after the 1745, when there was a suppression of their independent power and heritable
jurisdictions.! In Ireland, on the other hand, native Irish political power was largely eroded after
the failure of the Ulster rebellion at Kinsale in 1601 and the planting of the six escheated counties
in Ulster from 1609, though the native Irish were still strong enough to make concerted attempts in
the 1640s and 1689-91 to regain control of Ireland. 'The writing on the wall,' in the late sixteenth
and early seventeenth centuries, did not go unheeded by the literati of either Gaelic societies,
especially the bards who found their security and social status in jeopardy as the Gaelic social

structure and, thus, their patronage came under threat.

To place these two regions in a context which facilitates their comparison, it is necessary to discuss
the nature of the geographical areas and social systems. (For the geographical relationship of these
regions, see fig. 1.1, The Western Highlands and Islands of Scotland in relation to East Ulster.) In
today's sociological climate, historians have become particularly interested in the historical

structures of society. There is a substantial tract literature which elucidates Irish laws and the



Fig. 1.1
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nature of kingship in medieval Irish society, but very little survives for Scotland. It is clear that
there were kin-based structures in both societies. Nonetheless, it is difficult to find a
comprehensive discussion of the structure of clanship in an exclusively Scottish context, nor is
there an adequate comparison of the Irish and Highland social structures although many =~ |
assumptions are made about their similarity since the Highland derived originally from the Irish.
Most secondary accounts concentrate on the importance of the upper part of the hierarchy rather
than the individual clansman, though this is probably a bias induced by the surviving material. The
principal features of Scottish kin-based society can be gleaned from a variety of documents dating
from the fourteenth century. The main fragment of Scottish Gaelic law which survives, the Leger
inter Brettos et Scottos (Laws of the Bretts and Scots), an enumeration of the financial
compensation payable for manslaughter and other injuries, emphasises the importance of kindred.
The earliest extant rentals for the Highlands and Islands, giving an indication of the landholding
and associated adminstrative systems, date from the first decade of the sixteenth century. They are
thus feudal rather than Gaelic in origin, but their terminology provides information about the older
system.2 While it does not claim to be definitive, the brief description of the norms and general
ethos of Gaelic society outlined below, permits an understanding of where the two sets of social
codes differ and are similar and gives some indication of how they impinged on one another.
Within this generalisation, however, the fact that these were vital, evolving communities should not

be lost sight of, nor that there would have been distinctive regional variations.
Geography

Ulster is the northernmost of the four provinces of Ireland (see fig. 1.2, Ireland - Provinces) and in
the period from 1560 to 1760 included not only the area defined as northern Ireland today, but also
Donegal, Monaghan and Cavan which are now part of southern Ireland. (See fig. 1.6, Sixteenth-
Century Ulster.) According to English administrative divisions it comprised the nine counties of
Antrim, Down, Londonderry, Tyrone, Armagh, Monaghan, Cavan, Fermanagh and Donegal. As in
the Highlands, the physical terrain in Ulster was inhospitable. Government forces attempting to
bring the native Irish under English law, had to contend with bogs, woods and mountainous terrain
and a general lack of made roads, all of which hindered easy communication. (See fig. 1.3,
Physical features of Ulster , and fig. 12.1, Irish woodlands c. 1600.) The low, round, hills known
as drumlins on the southern borders of Monaghan and Armagh formed a natural barrier against
intrusion from the English Pale, broken only by loughs and passes. Easy access into Ulster until
the seventeenth century could only be obtained in two locations, by the fords of the Erne in the
west and through the Moyry Pass in the east, a pass that is the defile of the hills south of Slieve
Gullion. (See fig. 1.10, The Ulster rebellion 1594-1603 (main passages into and out of Tyrone and
Tyrconnell).) In 1560, Ulster was the most autonomous Gaelic province in Ireland, with a high

percentage of Irish speakers, but the Cromwellian land confiscations of the mid-seventeenth
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Fig. 12
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century resulted in many native Irish being later relocated to Connacht.3

The Highlands as a region is distinguished from the Lowlands of Scotland by its relief, because
much of the land is over 300m. (See fig. 1.4, Scotland - Land over 300m.) This upland massif of
the north and west of Scotland is geologically separated from the Lowlands by the 'Highland line,'
which follows the Highland Boundary Fault, and runs from Helensburgh on the west coast to
Stonehaven on the east. This region comprises the four 'Highland counties' of Argyll, Ross,
Sutherland, and Inverness, as well as parts of northern Perthshire and western Caithness. (See fig.
L.5, The Highland line.) Within this a further distinction can be made between the south-west and
eastern Highlands and the north and west Highlands. The former which includes Argyll, the
southern Isles, Perthshire, and passes through central and eastern Inverness-shire, and Ross and
Sutherland to the north is a central belt of relatively flat and productive arable land which stretches
past the Highland line into Aberdeenshire. To the east of this are the coastal and Lowland plains.
The north and west Highland mainland, on the other hand, is the most inaccessible country in the
Highland region, a contortion of hills, mountains and rocks which stretches for 200 miles, and is
sparse in resources. Most of it is too high for cultivation and elsewhere the soils are thin.
Therefore, cattle played as important a part in the Highland economy as subsistence farming. Off
the coast, the north-west region includes two strings of islands, the Inner and Outer Hebrides,
which are also hard to cultivate.* (See fig. 1.6, The south-west, eastern and north-west Highlands.)
The Highlands and Islands remained predominantly Gaelic-speaking throughout the period from
1560 to 1760.

As well as their isolation from the English government in Dublin, and the Lowland government in
Edinburgh, the geographical isolation and the inhospitability of the terrain allowed the Gaels of
Ulster and the west Highlands and Islands to resist encroachments on their political autonomy.
caused both to be regarded as risks to the political security of both Ireland and Scotland.
Conversely, the easy access which each had to the seaways, rendered them open to assistance from
Catholic powers on the continent. The close proximity of such unruly areas to each other, their
cultural similarity and their military links, was regarded as a threat. (See fig. I.1, The Western
Highlands and Islands of Scotland in relation to East Ulster.) It therefore became of the utmost
importance in the early seventeenth century, for the Stewarts to secure the loyalty of individuals
such as MacDonnell of Antrim, who in a geographical sense as well as in terms of kinship and
culture, could be either a bridge or a wedge between these two regions. Without Antrim's support
of the government, the significant pan-Gaelic cooperation evident in the late sixteenth century
might have continued.5 It has not been regarded as insignificant that Gaelic power lasted longest in

Ulster, the area which was nearest to the Highlands and Islands.6
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THE HIGHLAND LINE

The Scottish Highlands as a distinctive cultural and geographical region.
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Gaelic Society

Politically, both the Highlands and Islands and Gaelic Ireland were made up of individual units -
lordships and clans - rather than a Gaelic nation, but neither have left administrative records, Both
societies were dominated by feuds and dynastic struggles within ruling families which resulted in
groups branching off and creating new dynasties. Sometimes, as in the case of the MacDonalds of
Kintyre and Islay, this resulted in new branches across the North Channel in Ireland. There was
further conflict evident in the late sixteenth century between the Gaelic system of tanistry and
Brehon law and the primogeniture and feudalism of the English government in Ireland and the

Lowland government in Scotland.”

There were also certain similarities in the outlook of Irish and Scottish Gaelic societies. Both were
essentially militaristic, and prowess in arms was a dominant aspect in the lives of the ruling classes.
The lord or chief's status was as much determined in this patriarchal society by the number of men
he could mobilise - based on the service he was due - than by the extent of the land he owned. A
leader's prestige was equally dependent on his success in inter-tribal warfare, and the importance of
war can be seen in the emphasis given to the feats of warriors in the bardic poetry. Furthermore,
both were basically pastoral economies in which there was seasonal population movement
associated transfer of cattle to the upland summer pastures, known as 'creaghting' in Ireland. Some
ballybetaghs and ballyboes (see below) were distinguished by suffixes -owtra and -eightra (Irish
uachdarach, upper, and iochdarach, lower), which probably distinguished upland and lowland
pastures. The terms also seem to have been used in the Highlands and Islands, for instance, in the
island of Eigg,3 where there was a similar movement to the shieling or the baile samhraidh
(summer town) from the permanently occupied baile geamhraidh (winter town). Cattle were an
important part of the Gaelic economy, and many luxury items could be bought for a certain 'cattle
price.' Cattle also, for example, made up a significant part of Crown rents in Kintyre in 1505-06.
The prosecution of cattle raids or creachan were regarded as a legitimate extension of tribal activity
which was, therefore, recorded in the Irish Annals. Furthermore, the significance of relationship to
the chief and the importance of kinship in both societies can never be underestimated. Day-to-day
living was in 'extended co-residential family groups,' underwritten by the system of fosterage.?

This institution was a major social bond in both Ireland and Scotland. It was used as a method of
cementing recognised alliances, and did much to preserve lordship and clanship. Often a contender
for a chiefship could count on more reliable support from his fosterers than from his blood kin who
were probably also contenders for the position. In that sense, the origin of fosterage may be seen as
a form of hostageship for the behaviour of its dynasty, but it was also important with the fairly
flexible nature of Gaelic marriage customs and lack of distinction between legitimacy and

illegitimacy, as a means of separating the sons of different wives and diffusing the tension.10
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In the Irish system, the political and social head of his people was the r4, the tribal king or chief, for
example, O'Neill of Tyrone or O'Donnell of Tirconnell, though not a king in the sense of being
crowned and annointed. When David II became the first Scottish king to be crowned and
annointed in 1329, the traditional form of inauguration of leaders was retained among the clan
chiefs in the Highlands and Islands, and was also the norm in the Irish tiatha (see below).11 In the
Scottish Highlands, the clan chief, for example, MacDonald of Dunyveg and the Glens, or
Campbell of Argyll, was at the pinnacle of the political and social structure, and mythologically, at
least, and in many cases in reality, had a kinship connection with the members of his clan. The r{
and the clan chief were theoretically selected by election from a ruling kingroup known as the
derbfhine, a group of four generations who were descendants of a common greatgrandfather who
had been chief (ceannfine). The fine were the elite of the lineage group in the lordship or clan, the
members of which, na comhmbrdithribh (associated brethren), were, in a sense, 'coheirs.! Within
this group, the man with the strongest following in the clan or lordship was usually nominated to
the chiefship. The successor appointed from this group while the lord was still alive was known as
the tdnaise ri (lit. 'second to a king') or tanist. In practice, however, it is clear that where they had
not been killed by war or incapacitated through physical or mental illness that the immediate ruling
family attempted to confine the succession to their own close relatives which often resulted in sons
succeeding fathers, in a pattern akin to the law of primogeniture. This is clear from the Irish
Annals and also from looking at the succession in Scottish clans. Where the succession was
restricted to a small and closely connected family group, the lordships and clans remained powerful
and politically coherent. Thus, the lordship of Maguire in Fermanagh was passed from father to
son for seven generations. Nonetheless, this still remained an unusual circumstance. Frequency of
descent outwith the close family usually resulted in extensive feuding and political instability on
the deaths of chiefs. For example, the weakness of the MacWilliam or Mayo Burkes in the early
sixteenth century has been ascribed to the passing of the chieftaincy between the second, third and
fourth cousins. There was thus discontinuity of government and policy and the creation of diverse

centres of power in the lordship.12

The Gaelic system of landholding, according to Brehon law, was based on ownership by an
extended family kingroup, where land was the property of the tribe or clan under an elected chief.13
Within the Gaelic system there were both landowners and free tenants of varying sizes, known to
the English in Ireland as freeholders, as well as landless men and labourers. The class of freemen -
mainly landed freeholders and the hereditary families of professionals - outnumbered the unfree
(churls). In distinct contrast with English and Lowland Scots laws of primogeniture, the Gaelic
land inheritance was divided among the sons who did not necessarily have to be legitimate, failing

which, it was divided among the sons of the male next-of-kin.!4

In Ireland, the lordship was commensurate with and was often later defined by the Tudors, as a
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County. Under the lords were the uirrithe (sub-kings), hereditary local sub-chiefs who each
controlled a particular state or fzath - the major political unit in Ireland - which generally equated
with the area of an English barony. The lord was ruler of his family's own hereditary territory or
demesne lands, over free and unfree men, where he functioned as an wirri or local chief, and also
overlord of a group of tiéatha which comprised his 'country,’ where his relations were only with
freemen. A lord's comparative power depended on how much of his 'country' he held as demesne
lands (free of tribute), and also on the extent of his overlordship of other tiatha, in which territory
he could exact tributes from the wirri such as the entertainment of his household for certain periods.
He also held the right to quarter mercenaries - galléglaigh, buannadhan, or redshanks - on his
freemen, and to call out the risings or general hosting of the country - the gairmsluaigh. Where the

majority of his uirrithe were members of his extended family, a chief was clearly stronger.15

Beneath the wirrithe was a substantial middle class of sept leaders who performed military and
ceremonial services and provided hospitality, in return for the protection of the uirri. The sept was
the 'basic Irish corporate family group' and probably derived, as a concept, from the Irish sliocht
(lit. section).1® The concept was also familiar in Scottish Gaelic (see below). Like the tacksmen in
Scotland, they fulfilled an important role in the absence of a market economy, collecting rents in
money and in kind, and arranging for the distribution of surplus. The ballybetagh (baile biataich or
victualler's town) was a grouping of sixteen ballyboes (see below) and was the territorial area
controlled by the sept leader. It was also the larger fiscal unit from which the contribution in kind
was payable to the chief. A study of Tyrone in the early seventeenth century enumerated the
middle class of sept leaders there at about 80, while inclusive of the uirrithe, the ruling class of
Tyrone comprised about 100 heads of families. At the bottom of the totem, the economic or
agricultural unit of land held by the Irish yeoman farmer, was the ballyboe (baile bo, cow land) or
the townland, a unit of about sixty acres of arable, meadow and pasture, defined in terms of the
land required to graze a certain number of cattle. Settlement within the ballyboe varied from single
farmsteads to a cluster similar to the clachan-style settlement of the nineteenth century. There was
an average of two to three families on a ballyboe (which rose to as many as ten when the native
Irish were removed to the marginal ballyboes during the plantation settlement). In turn, the farmer

employed labourers and servants.!?

Other than the lands apportioned to freeholders, there was free land. Included within this was the
chief's demesne lands, but there was also ecclesiastical or tearmon land, and land given out to the
Gaelic professional families of seanchaidhean, bards, leeches and galldglaigh. In 1606, when Sir
John Davies, the Irish Attorney-General visited Maguire's country in Fermanagh, the proportion of
lands held by Maguire to that given in freehold was 1 to 7. Though they held free land, the learned
classes were distinct from freeholders, because they held land on the basis of professional position

' like the Gaelic learned classes. Nonetheless, their holdings could be quite extensive. For example,
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in the 1590s, the holdings of two brothers of the Ballynoa or Newtown sept of MacSheeys, Owen
and Turlough mac Edmond MacSheehy, galldglaigh to the Earls of Desmond in County Limerick,
amounted to nine quarters and 20 acres, or in modern calculation, 3,260 acres. Since this was only
one of the septs under Desmond, it is an indication of the importance of militarism in Irish |
society.18 The lord also kept a household troop, known as the ceithearn tigh (anglicised 'keherynty'
or 'kernty') who acted like a police force and whose leaders, the fircheithearn were usually
hereditary. They were are to be distinguished from the ceithearn coille or wood kearn who were
bandits outwith the authority of the lordship.!? In the Highlands, this was mirrored in the luchd-
taighe,0 the chief's bodyguard, which the Privy Council enactment of 1616 sought to limit.2!

Highland society had similar structured divisions. At the top was the chief or ceann-cinnidh. The
political unit was the clan, a word authenticated by its use in both Gaelic and non-Gaelic sources.22
Literally meaning children, the term clann described a patrilineal kindred whose members were
descendants of a named ancestor. It was also used in a more limited sense, with a Gaelic
patronymic or sloinneadh, to refer to the descendants of a particular ancestor four or five
generations back - as in Clann mhic Dhonnchaidh Ruaidh.2? As in Ireland, the chief ruled over the
free and unfree classes, only the former of whom had full privileges in the clan. Those broken men
and other kinless people who attached themselves to the clan naturally fell into the second
category.24 Moreover, the chief and fine also acknowledged certain social obligations. As late as
1703, the traveller Martin Martin noted that in Barra: "The Macneills replaced milk cows which
their tenants lost in a severe winter, and accepted as life-long guests in their own household tenants
too old or too feeble to cultivate the ground any longer."5 Beneath the chief were the daoine
uaisle or noblemen, often close kinsmen of the chief who held land in return for military service
and were responsible for subletting it. The most important among these were the cadets, the second
(usually the eldest cadet) and younger sons of the chief who were the ceann-tighean or heads of
houses into which the clan was divided. From them, at various points, derived the sliochdan, the
distinctive branches or septs in each clan, identified by their descent from a progenitor, for
example, sliochd lain (descendants of John.) The land held by the fine as their personal heritage
was known as their oighreachd, or their mensal lands, the equivalent of Irish demesne land. This is
to be distinguished from the clan's collective heritage, their dithchas. The main form of land-
tenure in the Highlands in 1560, was wardholding, a feudal tenure based on military service to the
superior, though as the period advances it gives way to feuferme, where the obligations were
mainly economic. From the seventeenth century the customary rights to land embodied in the
concept of duthchas, or hereditary rights of occupation to particular holdings, were replaced by
‘tacks' or written leases and they became the fir-tacsa or tacksmen, or, with the emphasis on their
managerial role as heads of townships (bailtean), the fir-baile. With the slow growth in the market
economy from the early seventeenth century, they arranged for the sale of surplus produce. Under

steelbow tenure the tacksmen were responsible for giving out cattle as capital as well as land.
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Beneath the daoine uaisle were the peasantry, tenants and sub-tenants who held small scraps of

land.26

Land in the Highlands then was laid out not so much to ensure an effective agricultural economy as
to stabilise a class structure and to verify mutual obligations. It passed from proprietor to tacksman
(or tenant), from tacksman to subtenant, from subtenant to cottar2” or servant. At each stage some
ground would be kept in immediate occupation, but the rest would be handed down, as an earnest of

kinship, or to ensure rent, loyalty, service, each rank linked with the next in mutual obligation.28

By the late sixteenth century, the clan consisted of a number of elements - the chief's close
kinsmen, that is the members of the derbfhine; the hereditary families and officials; the tenants and
sub-tenants; smaller subordinate clans, septs or families who came under the chief's authority
because of tenurial obligations, because of a need for protection or because they had been
conquered; 'broken' men, either men loosely associated with the clan but not fully accepting the
chief's authority, refugees, or men from other clans who had broken up and taken the life of

caterans.zg

The basic unit of social, economic and agricultural organisation was the township or baile, or joint-
farm - comprising a clachan or group of dwellings, infield and outfield land and common grazing -
where a group of tenants worked the land cooperatively according to the agrarian system of runrig
by which each farm had a share of the main kinds of land available. The tenants, usually four to
ten in number, were jointly responsible for payment of rent. The bailtean were grouped into the
larger economic unit known as the dabach for administrative purposes. This was the economic unit
which corresponded with the Irish baile biatach. The officer who collected the dues was the mair,
later martay (Gaelic maer, later maor-taighe),30 each dabach being divided into four quarterlands
to facilitate collection. Names prefixed by Kerro- and Kerra- (Gaelic ceathramh) indicate
quarterlands. The quarterland was also the unit on which public dues like cess were levied.
Sometimes a township in itself constituted a quarterland. In those areas colonised by the
Norsemen, the Hebrides and areas of the western mainland, a dabach was known from the eleventh
century as a 'tirunga’ or ‘terung' (lit. #ir, land; unga, ounce), from a tax imposed by Harold Hairfair

of an ounce of silver on each dabach as the overlord's portion.3!

As far as the fiscal administration of Gaelic society was concerned, the chiefs held economic power
in their political units by dispersing land and receiving rent exactions and payments in return. The
method by which land was distributed differed in the Irish provinces and in the Highlands and
Islands. For example, in late sixteenth-century Connacht, land was distributed among the fine
every year on May day. Elsewhere in Ireland it was redistributed only after a death among the fine.

In Scotland, there was also periodic redistribution of land by lot to ensure the maintenance of every
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member of the clan. This periodic redistribution was known by the English as 'gavelkind.' In both
countries, property was divided at death among the members of the kin group, usually by quarters
and sixteenths because there were four sub-groups among the fine.32 In early seventeenth-century
Scotland, 'tacks' or unwritten leases tended to be renewed every year. Where a family established,
unbroken occupancy of a farm or township for three generations, they were deemed to have
established a duthchas or right of ancient possession to it. Chiefs levied tributes and exactions
from the territories under them which were extensive in peace time and extortionate in times of
war. There were fixed tributes in money, cattle, and perishables, the most important part of which
was probably taken as free board and lodging in the form of coinnmheadh or coyne (more
accurately coynue), meaning billeting. Though Irish in origin, the term "conyou" can be found in a
contract of 1580 between the bishop of the Isles and Lauchlan MacLean of Duart. In general,
however, this exaction in hospitality or its financial commutation, went under the Scots name of

'conveth' (corrody or waytinga).33

The governments in both Ireland and Scotland legislated against the abuse of forced exaction of
entertainment. Extorted food and entertainment for the night cuid oidhche (lit. 'share of a night')
anglicised in Ireland as 'cuddies’ and in Scots as 'cuideich,’ had been prohibited as early as the
fifteenth century in Ireland to protect the borders of the Pale from marauding bands. In Scotland,
the Privy Council restrictions on the power of the clan chiefs, passed in 1616, ordered that "thay
sall in all tyme comeing forbeare the taking of cowdighis frome thair tennentis, and sall content
thame selffis with the constant and cleir dewytie for the quhilk thair landis ar sett."34 Among the
other main exactions in Scotland was cdin, latin 'canum,' a payment to the landlord from the
produce of the land, in grain or livestock, or a financial commutation. The term was also used in
Ireland, Justice Luttrell noting in 1537 that 'if any of the poor tenants of any marchers have any
cow, oxhide or other victual to be sold, and sell the same to others, not offering it first to the lord
owner of the soil, his said lord taketh cane [cdin] or penalty therefore, commonly 6s 8d [sterling].'
Irish lords levied their daughters' dowries from their territory, either by petition or compulsion.
Chieftains also had the right to lift calps - in essence, death duties - on the death of his followers,
which usually took the form of their best beast. Feacht and slégad or 'sluaged’ (lit. 'hosting') were
military services calculated on the dabach of land whereby the occupier was obliged to attend
hostings within and without the territory respectively.33 Moreover, military strength was
significantly extended in Scotland by the entry into bonds of manrent with neighbouring clans and

septs, whereby the weaker pledged service in return for protection.36

There was a certain gradation within the lordships and clans depending on the tribute they were due
from neighbouring territories. In Ulster, the most powerful lordship was that of the O'Neills of
Tyrone. In their central position in the province, they commanded loyalty from many of the

lordships to the south and north, with the exception of Donegal where the O'Donnells were strong
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enough to maintain independent control. The O'Donnells were lesser overlords, with authority over
a smaller territory, in which the MacSweeneys and the O'Boyles were their main sublords. In
Connacht, the most powerful lordship was probably that of the MacWilliam Uachter (Upper), the
Earls of Clanricarde, whose territory was in the Galway area of south Connacht, The other branch, |
the MacWilliam Iochtar (Lower), was weaker as a result of internecine feuding. The O'Briens of
Thomond in south Connacht and the O'Flahertys of west Connacht also maintained independent
control. Under the overlords, small lordships, which varied in their extent and power, paid tribute
to them. Some were weakened by feuding which, in Ulster, for example, had resulted in three
different MacMahon lordships. Smaller lords whose territory was between two more powerful
ones, as was the Maguires of Fermanagh, between O'Neill of Tyrone and O'Donnell of Tirconnell,

could be the cause of conflict for overlordship.37 (See fig. 1.4, Ulster lordships, c. 1534.)

After the suppression of the lordship of the Isles in 1493, the most powerful branch of the
MacDonalds which remained was that of the Clan Donald South in Kintyre and Islay, but within
the first thirty years examined in this thesis its power was already on the wane, and by 1614 it had
ceased to legally exist as a territorial clan. It suffered from internal weakness and from the
aggressive extension of the authority of the Campbells, Earls of Argyll, whose power-base in mid-
Argyll was consolidated by their kin relationship with other powerful Campbells such as the
Campbells of Glenorchy in Breadalbane. Like Irish overlords, the military power of the Campbells
brought a number of minor clans and families under their protection, either through choice or by
conquest, such as the MacNabs, the Lamonts, the MacDougalls, and the territorially dispossessed
MacGregors. Equally important, politically, were the Gordons, Earls of Huntly whose estates
included lands in Highland Aberdeenshire and Banffshire, on the eastern periphery of the
Highlands and who had married into the Earldom of Sutherland. Both were often given special
lieutenancies and commissions to execute government policy @e in the south and the north
Highlands. The family most often chosen to enforce law and order in the north-west Highlands
was the MacKenzies, created lords of Kintail in 1609 and Earls of Seaforth in 1624, whose territory
reached from Cromarty on the mainland to Lewis in the Outer Hebrides. The leaders of these
powerful clans, like the Irish lords, were willing to adapt to Lowland systems if they could be
manipulated to their own advantage. They were all masters 'at the art of aggressive feudalism,’

tempered by the traditions of kinship.38

In short, Gaelic society in Ireland and Scotland was bound together by kinship and blood ties, a
related sense of loyalty to the lord or chief based on mutually understood social obligations and

military service, and by group ownership of land.3?
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The Historical Context

Since the decline and transformation of Gaelic society was so all-encompassing, most areas of the
relationship between Scottish and Irish Gaels have been examined - military, religious, social, , ,
commercial and cultural inter-relations. Aspects of most areas of their inter-relationship have been
covered previously in piecemeal studies, but there has not been an attempt at an overview of the

Gaelic dimension as a whole.

Most recent work dealing with Scoto-Irish connections has been social and economic trade studies,
which have been more concerned with the English-speaking parts of each country where
commercial enterprise had its roots, for example L. M. Cullen and T. C. Smout's Comparative
Aspects of Scottish and Irish Economic and Social History 1600-1900, (1977), T. M. Devine and D.
Dickson's Ireland and Scotland 1600-1850. Parallels and Contrasts in Economic and Social
History 1600-1900, (1983), L. E. Cochran's Scottish trade with Ireland in the eighteenth century,
(1985), and R. Mitchison and P. Roebuck (editors), Economy and Society in Scotland and Ireland
1500-1939, (1988). Similarly, M. Perceval-Maxwell's Scottish Migration to Ulster in the Reign of
James I, (1973), a comprehensive account of Scottish participation in the Ulster plantation in the
early seventeenth century, including the role of Scottish Protestant clergy, contains few references
to Highlanders and Islanders, other than those who had already settled there in the sixteenth
century. Admittedly, this had much to do with their official exclusion from the plantation, but
Kintyre was only 12 miles distant from Antrim, and Highlanders are known to have taken part in it
at the lower levels. It is possible to glean some idea of the involvement of Highlanders in the
plantation through the mass of research conducted in Ireland into the history of colonisation and the
nature of Gaelic attitudes to the plantation, and through research into family name evidence. This
has notably been by Philip Robinson, Robert Hunter, Raymond Gillespie and Brian S. Turner, some
of which has been published*0 but much of which remains unpublished.4! This work has also
pointed out an essential adaptability in the native Irish consciousness which belies the rigidity
implied by the historicial structuralisation of its social system. Historiography of the entire period
in Ireland concentrates far more than in Scotland on the issue of the transfer of land ownership
from Gael to foreign settler and the consequent erosion of Gaelic society. Scottish historiography
on the other hand has concentrated more on the commercialisation of the pastoral economy, in for
example, such seminal articles as Eric Cregeen's 'The tacksmen and their successors: a study of
tenurial reorganisation in Mull, Morvern, and Tiree in the early eighteenth century,' (1969). In
terms of general social studies, Angus Martin has a chapter in his Kintyre: The Hidden Past

(1984), entitled 'The Irish in Kintyre' in which he considers the effect of the Irish in the west
Highlands.

Turning to the political and military dimension, the standard work on Highland mercenaries in
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Ireland during the late sixteenth century is still G. A. Hayes-McCoy's Scots mercenary forces in
Ireland (1565-1603), (1937), though it lacks the more thematic maturity which its author was later
to bring to the subject from the Irish angle, in his two chapters in A New History of Ireland, 111,

* (1976):42' The recent work of J. Michael Hill, Sorley Boy MacDonnell ‘and the Rise of Clan lan
Mor 1538-90, (1993), deals more specifically with Somhairle Buidhe MacDonald's contribution to
the consolidation of the MacDonald colony in Antrim. With the growth in interest in the political
relationship between the three kingdoms, some interesting studies examining the significance of
Ireland in Scottish politics in the sixteenth century, particularly in relation to the fifth Earl of
Argyll, have been produced by Jane Dawson. 'Two kingdoms or three?: Ireland in Anglo-Scottish
relations in the middle of the sixteenth century,’ (1987) illustrates the Irish government's awareness
of the Scots dimension in its campaign to bring Ulster under English authority. The work of David
Stevenson has elucidated the complex politics between the three kingdoms in the mid-seventeenth
century, and in particular the significance of Ireland in Scottish politics. The political and military
importance of the Scoto-Irish link in the seventeenth century, particularly during the civil war
period, have been covered in detail in his Scottish Covenanters and Irish Confederates, (1981), and
more exclusively from the Highland and Gaelic dimension in Alasdair MacColla and the Highland
Problem in the Seventeenth Century, (1980.) Though written primarily from an Irish perspective,
Jane Ohlmeyer's Civil War and Restoration in the Three Stuart Kingdoms: The career of Randal
MacDonnell, marquis of Antrim, 1609-1683, (1993) constantly makes Scottish links in its
argument. The third and fourth volumes of 4 New History of Ireland, (1976, 1986), especially the
third volume which is perceptive and thematic in its treatment of seventeenth century Ireland, has
proved a useful reference tool for the general trend in Irish history throughout the period, as have
the third and fourth volumes of The Edinburgh History of Scotland, (1976, 1977) for Scottish
history.

The standard text for the history of presbyterianism in Ireland, which amply documents its close
links with Scotland, remains J. S. Reid's History of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, (2nd
edition, 1867). Equally valuable are the unpublished typescripts by A. F. Scott Pearson, "Puritan
and Presbyterian Settlements in Ireland 1560-1660, (1948), 1, II, and D. Stewart's 'The history of
the Presbyterian Settlements in Ireland 1641-1760,' (1948). There has been one modern attempt at
a history of Catholicism in Scotland after 1560 in P. F. Anson's Underground Catholicism in
Scotland, 1622-1878, (1970). However, the main contribution to the history of Highland
Catholicism and the role of Irish priests on the mission has been the publication of material from
the Archives of the Congregation de Propaganda Fide, founded in 1622. The main work in the
Scottish context is Cathaldus Giblin's The Irish Franciscan mission to Scotland, 1619-1646.
Documents from Roman archives, (1964), and he has discussed later material in 'St. Oliver

Plunkett, Francis MacDonnell, O.F.M., and the Mission to the Hebrides' and various other articles.
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As far as the cultural angle is concerned, a great deal of research has been done in the Scottish
Gaelic field relating to the hereditary learned families, which includes material on their links with
Ireland. Particularly to the fore in these studies has been Derick Thomson in his pioneering work
on the MacMhuirichs*3 and'John Bannerman's The Beatons, a medical kindred in the classical
Gaelic tradition, which elucidates a plethora of genealogical intricacy. The standard synthesis of
Scottish Gaelic literature of the period is also Thomson's An Introduction to Gaelic Poetry, (1973.)
The work of Ronald Black on the poetry of the O Muirgheas4ins*4 and 'Colla Ciotach' (1973) also

has a distinct Scoto-Irish dimension.

For the background analysis of the Irish Gaelic literature of the period, this thesis owes much to
Brian O Cuiv's surveys in 4 New History of Ireland, 111, IV.45 It must also be said that the study of
the Gaelic learned scene in Ireland has an entirely different intellectual context, because of its
encapsulation of Gaelic nationalism. It emerges as an issue central to any political study of the
Gaeltacht and not peripheral to it. To appreciate this it is necessary only to look at B. Bradshaw's
'Native reaction to the Westward Enterprise: a case-study in Gaelic ideology,' (1978), which
analyses a sample of Gaelic poetry in its political and cultural context, by which he implies the
existence of a Gaelic nationalism which opposed colonisation. In sampling the bardic corpus more
widely, T. J. Dunne's 'The Gaelic Response to Conquest and Colonisation: The Evidence of the
Poetry,' (1980), refutes this, inferring that the rigid structure of Gaelic society and the inflexibility
of the old order made it difficult for the fine to change. N. P. Canny's 'The formation of the Irish
mind: religion, politics and Gaelic Irish literature,' (1982), concentrates on a synthesis of the views
expressed in Gaelic literature between 1580 and 1750, while A. Dooley's 'Literature and Society in
Early Seventeenth-Century Ireland: The Evaluation of Change,' (1992) attempts a summation of the
whole endeavour before reaching her own understanding of the cultural consciousness of the bards
in the early seventeenth century. There has been some attempt by A. I. Macinnes to produce this
kind of political perspective in the Scottish Gaelic context, in his 'Seventeenth-Century Scotland:
The Undervalued Gaelic Perspective,' (1992), but far more perceptively in his earlier piece 'Scottish
Gaeldom, 1638-1651: The Vernacular Response to the Covenanting Dynamic,' (1982). Much of
the intellectual honing on the Irish side derives from the peculiar nature of colonial society in
Gaelic Ireland, and has probably gained its depth and perception from the inevitable redefining of
the nature of 'Irishness' following the creation of the Irish Free State in 1921 and the civil war of
1922.

Contemporary work in the field, though noteworthy, has been of a fairly piecemeal nature,
covering only certain aspects of the relationship between Irish and Scottish Gaels in detail, or over
limited periods. There have been no attempts at an overview of the links between the Irish and

Scottish Gaidhealtachds over a substantial period of time, and this thesis addresses this deficiency.
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Both because of the aggressive nature of Gaelic society and because both cultures were essentially
oral in bias, there are huge gaps in the record extant for a history of the Gaidhealtachds. This was
not assisted by the burning of the Four Courts in Dublin in 1922 when a good deal of material
pertinent to the Irish side was lost. Although if is generally recognised to be inadequate especially,
between 1509 and 1588,46 the Calendar of the State Papers relating to Ireland has, nonetheless,
been a valuable source of information for the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries.
Though the trend in recent Irish scholarship has been to examine the original State Papers, it was
not felt necessary to do this for an overview. Where the Irish calender is deficient in terms of
accurate dating and identification of writers and informants, it has often been possible to
supplement it by reference to the Calendar of State Papers relating to Scotland and Mary, Queen
of Scots. The genealogical material in the Calendar has been as useful for the sixteenth century as
have the pedigrees of the MacDonalds of Drumbohena, the McNeills of Faughart, the papers of the
MacDonnells of Belfast, Dublin and Kilsharvan, County Meath, and the MacDonald of Killearnan

Papers for the genealogical and social links of the seventeenth century.4?

The nature of the other primary and manuscript sources for this study are described in the body of
the thesis. In brief, the most fruitful source of fresh information, for social, cultural and
demographic as well as religious material, has undoubtedly been the ecclesiastical records - the
extensive records of the Catholic mission in the Highlands and Islands in the late seventeenth and
early eighteenth centuries, and the Kirk records on the Protestant side. In general, the Catholic
material was in easy, cursive hands and the record revealing‘of evidence for the extensive
contribution of Irish priests in the first hundred years of underground Catholicism in the Highlands
and the management of the mission from the north-east of Scotland. Given the detail with which
the priests reported their movements to the Congregation of Propaganda Fide, who mainly funded
their operation, and to their superiors on the continent, it was found valuable to construct individual
itineraries of the priests*8 in an attempt to distinguish the day-to-day movement from the overall
trends on the mission. As far as the Protestant records are concerned, it was necessary to develop a
variety of paleographic skills to decipher the varied and convoluted scripts of the presbytery clerks.
These records, in particular, were useful not only for ecclesiastical matters but were also used in a
peripheral way, with reference to the presbytery as a court, for general social material which comes
to light via the disciplinary process. The other noteworthy, though slighter, contribution which the
sources make to the historiography of the Highlands during this period is in the economic field, in
the seventeenth century material on west coast fishing in the Papers of the Stirling-Maxwells of
Pollok, and in the evidence on North Channel smuggling in the early eighteenth century, in the
Campbeltown Outport Records.

This study attempts to be broad and multi-faceted. If any one historical method predominates over

others, this is the emphasis given to elucidating particular kinship ties throughout the work. The
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approach is not overtly genealogical but nonetheless indicates the importance of these bonds in all
areas of communication and connection between Irish and Scottish Gaels. Wherever possible, links
have been carefully traced through. Kinship ties were used to cement military and political
alliances, to facilitate cross-channel trade, both legal and illegitimate, to draft in, priests nurtured on ,
the Antrim estates to the Highlands and Islands, and also encouraged the migration of seasonal
labour between the two countries. Where close kinship bonds already existed or were promoted in
order to strengthen particular connections, it can be seen that the cross-Channel links often
flourished. Where kinship relationships were missing, the links often failed or had but a finite
existence. Even the attenuation (though not disappearance) of kinship ties and the growth in
commercial relationships evident towards the end of the period in 1760, is but a focus on kinship

from the negative viewpoint.

Although they call upon some primary source material, the first four chapters do not claim to be a
fundamental contribution to original research, because this thesis is not intended to be a political
history of the Irish and Scottish Gaidhealtachds. Nonetheless, there is a necessary background to
an overview of this kind, of which these chapters provide a sketch. An attempt has also been made
to place a new Gaelic perspective on the available literature, for instance in the synthesis of
material relating to the Highland contribution to the plantation of Ulster about which there is little
information, The civil war and Covenanting period have been treated relatively cursorily since this
area has been copiously served in contemporary writing by David Stevenson, which would be
difficult to improve upon. Similarly, while substantial reference has been made to the poetry of the
period, the last three chapters, which deal with cultural interaction, have relied heavily on work
published on the hereditary learned families by Celtic scholars and historians. Again, attention has
focussed on synthesising the Scoto-Irish Gaelic links of the period and furnishing examples from
the poetry illustrative of that link, particularly in military, political or social contexts.

Given that Highland involvement in Ireland was primarily military in origin, the study begins with
an exploration of Highland mercenary involvement in Ireland. It plots the Highlanders' transition
from a political and cultural stance which was essentially against the Crown, as marked by the
persons of Elizabeth I in Ireland and James VI in Scotland, to one which was Royalist, as shown in
their support of Charles I during the civil war of ﬁe 1640s, and the Stewart pretenders of the
Jacobite period. (Chapters 1 to 4.) The religious links between the Gaelic peoples, Catholic and
Protestant, are then examined, highlighting the invaluable contribution made by Irish priests in the
rejuvenation of Catholicism in the Highlands and Islands, and the hitherto undervalued contribution
made by Gaelic-speaking presbyterians in bringing the gospel to Irish speakers in Ulster. (Chapters
5to 10.) The links of the elite in Gaelic society, their social connections, alliances and settlement,
and their commercial enterprises across the North Channel are then brought into focus. (Chapters

11 to 13.) Trends in settlement of the lower social strata, both occasional and seasonal, are
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examined after this. (Chapters 14 to 15.) Finally, the cultural dimension, on which much attention

has been lavished by scholars over the past few decades, is considered. (Chapters 16 to 18.)
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CHAPTER 1
THE REDSHANKS: HIGHLAND MERCENARIES
IN IRELAND, 1560-1603

Introduction

Since the thirteenth century Scots had sought marriage alliances, plundering raids and mercenary
work as galléglaigh (families who served as hereditary mercenaries) in Ireland. However, by the
sixteenth century, the Gaelic revival in Ireland called for the augmentation of the galléglaigh and
the traditional risings by Highland redshanks (mercenaries who operated on a seasonal basis) in
order to combat the well-trained Tudor armies. The redshanks operated mainly in Ulster and to a
lesser extent in Connacht, usually on short three-month contracts. The greater Irish lords regarded
the military force provided by mercenaries as requisite for the retention of their Gaelic autonomy,
and many of them intermarried with Highland women in order to ensure ready supplies of
redshanks. Both Scots mercenaries and Irish levies were drawn together in the basic struggle of the
Gaelic order against the consolidating nation states, but any meaningful political alliances between
the Gaels was made difficult by the apparent inability of Scots and Irish chieftains to see beyond
the furtherance of their individual supremacy. Even where kin ties were still vital, as among the
factions of Clan Donald South in Antrim and Kintyre, Islay and Jura, the closeness of relationship
between the two fell foul of desire for personal gain. Ultimately, the differences between the
MacDonalds led to the official recognition of the Irish branch as an autonomous sept by James VI
and I in 1603, when he granted legal title to Sir Randal MacDonnell of the Route and the Glens of
Antrim. Prior to this, the Glens had been held by Angus MacDonald of Dunyveg. The English
also made a deliberate policy of allying themselves with the enemy of whichever chieftain, Irish or
Antrim MacDonald, most threatened their authority at the time, so that late sixteenth-century Ulster
presented a kaleidoscope of changing relationships and alliances. Moreover, since most of the
native Irish were Catholic in religion, and their church was proscribed, Irish resistance to English
authority became inextricably linked to the Counter-Reformation in Ireland, and from the early
1580s connections were fostered with Catholics in north-east Scotland. Leaders of the various
risings in Elizabeth's reign could justifiably look for assistance to Catholic countries on the
continent, which resulted in the English government, as it did in Scotland, identifying Catholicism
with treason. Certainly, Hugh O'Neill entertained some Scottish Jesuits in his camp during the
Ulster rebellion (1594-1603).
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I. SOURCES

There are three basic sources which record the activities of Scots mercenaries in Ireland during this
period. The first is the State Papers of the English government in Ireland, and the State Papers,
relating to Scotland. Neither particularly elucidate the Gaelic viewpoint, though both give
extremely detailed accounts of the movements of mercenaries, seek to identify the motivations
behind these movements and also provide a good deal of incidental genealogical material for
Gaelic kingroups, as the English establishment grappled with the extremely complex connections
of the period. Some supplementary evidence for mercenary involvement in Ireland can be gleaned
from the praise poems to Gaelic chieftains, but poetic evidence for the mercenary period,! as for
other military interactions between Gaels from 1560 to 1760, is viewed separately since there are

clearly limitations in its use.

In Ireland, the compilation of annals and genealogies, the literary preserve of the hereditary
historians or seanchaidhean, provides a history of Gaelic society throughout the medieval period.
Initially, annals were compiled simply as chronicles of important events, and function to a certain
extent as necrologies with an emphasis on military exploits. Two out of the four series of major
Irish Annals were still current during this period. The Annals of Loch Cé run from 1014 to 1590
and derive from Loch C¢, a lake in the County of Roscommon in Connacht, near Boyle, and the
Annals of Ulster or the Annals of the Four Masters allegedly contain entries prior to the birth of
Christ and run to 1616. The latter were a late compilation from a variety of Irish chronicles and
manuscripts, put together by the Franciscan chronicler Michael O'Clery in the friary of Donegal
and various of his lay associates, between 1632 and 1636, as monument to the traditional Gaelic
society which they felt was fast disappearing.2 Both give a native Irish account, though generally
not revealing of attitudes to events. Nonetheless, they are the only Irish counter to the

government's view expressed in the State Papers.

From about 1570, personal views of the English occupiers in Ireland, in the form of historical
descriptions and accounts, are also available to supplement the material in the State Papers. Such
accounts provide detailed descriptions of those areas of Ireland which the writers knew and visited,
giving an account of the status quo from the English point of view, and the attempts of the Irish to
resist the advance of English authority.3 The first referred to here is The Description and Present
State of Ulster, written in 1586 by Sir Henry Bagenal who was then Marshal of the Queen's forces
in Ireland, and based at Newry.* Most of the descriptions of Ireland produced by Englishmen after
this were loosely based on, and generally aware of, Bagenal's account. The Description of Ireland,
and The State thereof as it is at this present In Anno 1598, probably written by one S. Haynes, a
man of undoubted English sympathies, and perhaps an English official, followed Bagenal's outline,

though also gave unique details about the main towns, castles, chieftains and noblemen of each
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county. Significantly, it was written at the height of the Ulster rebellion when the gravity of the

Gaelic bid for independence must have been most apparent to the English.3 Similarly, John

Dymmok's, A Treatice of Ireland, written in about 1600, by an Englishman who probably worked

for Essex'when he ‘was Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, also’follows Bagenal's'geographical description '
of each county in Ireland. However, it also has comments at the beginning about the perceived
character of the Irish, their military forces, about the exactions of the Gaelic lords on their people,

and the services due to the Queen.6

II. BACKGROUND TO MERCENARY ACTIVITY: PRE-1560 MACDONALD
SETTLEMENT IN ANTRIM

Occasional Highland settlement in Ulster and Irish settlement in the west Highlands, had occurred
before 1560, indeed, probably since the time of the Dalriadic settlement at the beginning of the

- sixth century, which so many genealogists mark as the beginning of the Scoto-Irish link.”
Interaction would have been greatest at the areas of closest proximity, that is, between Kintyre and
the tip of north-east Antrim between Cushendun and Ballycastle. (For the relative locations of
Kintyre and Antrim, see fig. I.1, The Western Highlands and Islands of Scotland in relation to east
Ulster.) Hayes-McCoy, the main writer on the Scots mercenary presence in Ireland in the late
sixteenth century, outlined a tri-partite theory of mercenary migration to Ulster. Although all three
movements were related because the migrants were members of the Clan Donald South, he also

pointed out the inherent artificiality of such a delineation.3

Late Middle-Age settlement was inextricably linked to mercenary activity. This provision of
Highland mercenaries to Ireland had its roots in the late thirteenth century, during the period of
Angus Mor, Lord of the Isles (1249-1300), and his son Angus Og (1308-1330), when the Irish
were martialling their resources against the Norman invaders. The native Irish had no standing
forces, and so trained mercenaries from Innse Gall, 'the islands of the foreigners,' were brought in
to counter them.® They came mostly from the districts of Glen Massan, Glendaruel, Loch Sween
and Loch Aweside.!0 The first mention of Highland mercenaries in the Irish wards is in 1247
when one Mac Somhairlidh was killed fighting for the chieftain of Tirconnell (Tir Chonaill).
Galléglaigh families such as the MacDonalds and MacSweeneys!! began to settle in Ireland in the
mid-thirteenth century and thus established themselves as the leading galldglach families. They
also remained aware of their origins,!2 as can be seen by the Irish Lord Deputy's description of the
MacSweeneys in west Ulster in 1588 as ‘two or three strong septs of people there, being all devoted
to the Scottish race.'3 (See fig. 1.4, Ulster lordships c. 1534.) The first documented instance of
the word galléglaigh is in 1290. It derives from gall and Jglach, meaning literally ‘foreign



29

warrior,' foreign because of the mixed Norse or Scandinavian blood of the Hebridean mercenary

families. It is anglicised as gallowglasses.14

The advent and consolidation of the galldglaigh in Ireland is closely connected first, to the
forfeiture of Alasdair Og of the Isles by Robert Bruce in 1308, who then 'granted Castle-Swin and
all his lands to his brother, Angus of the Isles.' Alasdair Og's sons, according to tradition, went to
Ireland and became galléglach leaders.!> Second, it is connected to the Bruces' invasion of Ireland
in 1315, which was embarked on in an attempt to deflect attention from Scotland in its war against
Edward II of England. According to tradition, it was Domnall O Néill of Ulster, who invited King
Robert to Ireland in the hope of reviving the high-kingship of Ireland in his person. Certainly
Robert referred in a letter to the people of Ireland, probably in early 1315, to nostra natio (our
nation), in a deliberate linking of the two Gaelic peoples, which he sought to restore to its former
freedom.16 After this, Highland mercenaries both from Argyll and the Outer Isles spread into
Ireland in bands from the north, down through the west to the south and into Leinster. By the
middle of the fourteenth century the MacDonalds and the MacSweeneys had been joined by the
other main galléglaigh bands of MacSheey (or MacSheehy),17 MacDowell!8 (MacDougall),
MacRory, and MacCabe, though little is known of the latter. Many of them stayed, mainly in the
north of Ireland. The MacCabes, for instance, were almost entirely based in Cavan and Fermanagh
in Ulster and Leitrim in Connacht, but were also in Monaghan and Meath. (See fig. 1.6, Sixteenth-
Century Ulster.) The MacDowells' main base was in Roscommon in Connacht, and the MacRorys
were also strongest in that province. The MacSheeys appeared first in the north but set up a
branch in Munster in 1420 where they were galléglaigh to the Earls of Desmond in the Limerick
region.!® Hereditary mercenary service was established in various territorial lordships and the
galléglaigh became, to that extent, institutionalised. They were endowed with lands and had
genealogies compiled for them which legitimised their status. This introduced a new concept into
Irish society, of bodies of permanently-armed fighting men, professionals who held land in
freehold by virtue of military service as opposed to hostings of armed landholders, raised when
circumstance demanded. However, there was also an itinerant element among the galldglaigh,
with bands looking for employment in various parts of the country. By the fifteenth century they
operated throughout the country but were least developed in Leinster. Conversely, they were
particularly strong in Connacht and Ulster. In Munster and Leinster, their main employers were the
English and their development there, where there was a synthesis of Irish and English social
systems, was dependent on a growth in the system of coigne and livery.20 By 1560, galléglaigh
captains in the south had begun to recruit to the rank and file from the native Irish, particularly in
Munster but also in Leinster, though command was still held by those of true galléglaigh descent.
In Ulster and Connacht, it was still easier to draft in fresh recruits from the Highlands. This general

movement of Highland mercenaries has been recognised as the first military-based migration.21
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The breakdown of the Lordship of the Isles in 1493 caused a major political realignment in the
western Isles, leading to the formation of various branches of MacDonalds. It also brought on a
slow decline in the autonomy of the independent Gaelic lordships, though they were not brought
fully under the authority of the Lowland government until the early seventeenth century. The , , , | , |
common progenitor of all the MacDonalds was Eoin na h'Ile (John of Islay), Lord of the Isles, son

and heir of Angus Og. In 1350, he married as his second wife, Margaret, daughter of Robert II, the

first Stewart king. Their first son and heir to the Lordship of the Isles was Donald, often referred to

as 'Donald of Harlaw' who, at Harlaw, defeated a force sent against him by the Duke of Albany,

then regent. Their second son was Iain (or Edin) Mhor, whose descendants are particularly

significant to this thesis. (See fig. 1.1, Origins of the main branches of the Clan Donald.) From

Iain __I\rik_xgr were descended the MacDonalds of Kintyre, Antrim, Sanda, Largie and Islay who, in

association, formed the Clan Iain Mhoir (or Clan Iain Mhoir Ile). This group also came to be

known as the Clan Donald after Iain M]\(’Jl('s son, Donald Balloch, and were referred to as the Clan

Donald South, to distinguish them from the descendants of Hugh of Sleat, six of whom were called

Donald, who became known as the Clan Donald North. The fourth son of Edin na h'Ile and

Margaret Stewart, Alasdair Carrach, was the founder of the MacDonalds of the Braes of Lochaber

or the MacDonalds of Keppoch. Further families were also established through the sons of Edin na

h'lle from his first marriage to the heiress, Amie MacRuairi. Ranald, the second son of this first

union, fell heir to the MacRuairi inheritance of the Garmoran lordship, that is, to the Moidart

region, Uist, Barra, Rhum, Eigg and Harris, as well as various other territories on the mainland east

of Moidart. The descendants of Ranald became the MacDonalds of Clanranald and Glengarry.22

The gradual transfer of members of the Clan Donald South to Ulster from the late fourteenth
century brought about a second military migration which occurred between the advent of the
galléglaigh and the later appearance of the redshanks, or 'New Scots,' in'Treland.23 A salient date
in terms of this migration was the marriage, in about 1399, of Iain Mhor, the brother of Donald,
Lord of the Isles, to Maire Biséd,24 heiress to the seven lordships of the Glens of Antrim. After his
marriage, lain Mhor was soon styled MacDonald of Dunyveg and the Glens, in recognition of the
new inheritance. From the time of this union of the MacDonalds and Biséds and the acquisition of
the Glens by the MacDonalds, some of the MacDonalds' tenants in Kintyre began to drift into
Antrim, The Clan Donald South's position in Ulster was further consolidated by the three
successors of Iain Mhor - Donald Balloch, John and Edin Cathanach - who sought to strengthen
their inheritance by intermarrying with the native Irish families of O'Donnell of Tirconnell, O"Neill
of Clandeboye, and the Old English25 family of Savage of the Ards. (See fig. 1.4, Ulster lordships
c. 1534.) They also gave land to cadets of their house in the Glens of Antrim. In time, the

MacDonalds changed to the more Irish form of their name - MacDonnell - used by their kinsmen
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the O'Donnells in Tirconnell. Their attempts to maintain and extend their Irish heritage brought the
MacDonalds into conflict with both the Irish and the English.26

Emigration from Kintyre and the Isles also‘increased when the clan'was under political pressure in '
Scotland. Four such periods have been identified in the fifteenth century. First, and perhaps
enthused by his new possessions in Antrim, Iain Mhor became dissatisfied with that part of the
patrimony which had been assigned to him. He entered into military dispute with his elder brother,
Donald of the Isles, and on his defeat, he was obliged to seek refuge in the Glens. Second, when
Donald of the Isles died in about 1423, James I, who considered his heir, Alasdair (Alexander), to
be too powerful after his acquisition of the Earldom of Ross, applied a policy of divide and rule to
Alasdair and his uncle Jain Mhor. At a meeting with the King's agent, James Campbell, Iain Mhor
refused to be implicated in reducing his own nephew and was subsequently killed. Ultimately, a
battle ensued between the opponents and allies of the King, at Inverlochy, in 1431. Iain Mhor's
son, Donald Balloch, gathered a band of men in the Antrim Glens, and headed to Lochaber to
avenge his father. Having defeated the King's army, Donald Balloch and several other associated
leaders were obliged to flee back to the Glens. Conn O'Neill, who had previously treated with
James I, was requested to send back Donald Balloch dead or alive, but O'Neill seems to have given
him his daughter's hand in marriage instead! Third, the general policy of John, Lord of the Isles
(great-grandson of Eodin na h'Ile) of allying with English princes rather than Scottish ones, led to
the forced surrender of his lands of Knapdale, Kintyre, and the Earldom of Ross, in 1476. This
sent a large wave of settlers to Antrim probably more numerous than the two which had preceded
it.27 Yet, little could have matched the influx after the actual forfeiture of the Lordship of the Isles,
at the instigation of James IV in 1493, which constitutes the fourth wave of MacDonald settlement
in Antrim. James IV came to the west coast, shortly afterwards, to receive the personal allegiance
of those who now held directly of the Crown, liberally bestowing his patronage on the chief of the
Clan Donald South, Edin Cathanach, to whom he gave a knighthood. Yet, although he was granted
a charter of all his lands, except a small area of Kintyre around Dunaverty Castle, which the Crown
clearly reserved for strategic purposes, this was sufficient to incur the wrath of the chief. Edin
Cathanach seized back the garrison from James IV and hanged the governor from the wall. The
chief was subsequently seized at the hands of John mac Iain MacDonald of Ardnamurchan with
whom he was in dispute over the territory of Sunart. Eoin Cathanach and four of his sons were

executed in Edinburgh in or around 149428

After this execution, significant numbers of MacDonalds and people from their associated clans
and cadet families arrived in Antrim. Only two of Eoin's four sons, Alexander and Angus, survived
the assault on the family and both escaped to Antrim. Alexander, the eldest, became the heir to the
chiefship of the Clan Donald South. Angus eventually settled in Sanda and was the progenitor of
the MacDonalds of Sanda. Although MacDonald of Ardnamurchan was sent to root the brothers
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out of Antrim, the quarrel was fortuitously patched by a marriage between his daughter and
Alexander. Having failed to extirpate them, James IV passed a penal enactment in the Scottish
parliament of 1503 permanently exiling Alexander of Kintyre and Islay from Scotland which
remained: in force until the King's‘death'in 1513. ‘Since he'was prohibited from retarning'to* *
Scottish soil, Alexander was followed to Ireland by members of his own clan and by many from
associated clans who had come under the protection of the Clan Donald South in 1476. Alexander
extended the Scottish colony in Antrim so that by the mid-sixteenth century it stretched along the
coast from the Bann to Glenarm.29 (See fig. 1.2, The Glens and the Route of Antrim.)

Alexander MacDonald held the Castle of Dunanynie on Ballycastle Bay, (see fig. 1.2, The Glens
and the Route of Antrim) which had sea access through Port-brittas, a small harbour near the cliff
foot on which the castle stood, and where his mercenaries embarked from their galleys. Closely
associated with the MacDonalds in their mercenary activity were clans such as the McNeills of
Gigha and Kintyre, the MacKays of the Rhinns of Islay and Kintyre, the MacDonalds of Largie,
and the MacAllisters of Kintyre.30 Family name evidence in Antrim which becomes available for
the whole county in two surveys of the mid-seventeenth century, supports the mercenary origin of
these families because they are not clustered in identifiable pockets like the indigenous Irish, but
are more scattered, a distribution pattern which is in keeping with their mercenary employment,3!
MacDonnell, MacKay, McNeill32 and MacAllister are the most common Highland names recorded
in the 1669 Antrim Hearth Money Roll. Yet, because of the MacDonalds' overwhelming
dominance of the Antrim area, historians have a marked tendency to ascribe families whose origins
are not readily traceable to having come with the MacDonalds. 'It finds a kind of parallel in all the
families who allegedly came to England with the Conqueror, except that the coming of the
MacDonnells to the Glens cannot be simply confined to a single date.>> The English in Ireland
regarded Alexander as a force to be reckoned with but the consolidation of Alexander MacDonald's
power-base in Antrim lead to a softening of James V's attitude towards him. Though the first
documented use of Scottish mercenaries in the Annals was by Conn O'Neill and Hugh Dubh
O'Donnell in the 1520s (1522, 1524, 1528),34 Alexander's flight to Antrim marks the beginning of
the Redshank period.35

Some perspective can be applied to the settlement of Highland mercenaries in Ulster from an
account of Sir Henry Bagenal, Marshal of the Elizabethan forces in Ireland, in 1586. After

referring to the supplementing of Irish forces by Scots mercenaries, he states that:

The ancient followers of this Countrie are these - the Missetts some few remaining, but in poor state;
the MacKayes the Omulrenies, the Mac y Gilles, the MacAwnleys, the MacCarnocks, and the
Clanalasters, who are most desirous to live under the Scottes, because they do better defend and less

spend them than the Irish Lord doth.36
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The Missets' are clearly the Biséds, the MacKays are Highland in origin, the 'Omulrenies' are the
Irish 'O Mulvenna, Mulvenna or McIlvenna,' ollaimh to the O'Cahans in County Derry, the '‘Mac y
Gilles" are the Irish 'Magills;' 'MacAwnley' is the Scottish name 'MacAuley,' the"MacCarnocks" are
'MacCormicks' and the 'Clanalasters' are the Highland 'MacAllisters.' The name Magill is probably
of Gall-Gael origin which designates people of mixed Scandinavian and Gaelic blood, though the
'Clan an Ghoill' are never mentioned as gallglaigh. The gaelic version 'Mac an Ghaill' or 'son of
the foreigner' occurs in south-west Argyll but is not numerous there. MacAuleys were present in
both Dumbarton and Lewis; MacAuley was already the most numerous name in the 1659 Census,
which seems to indicate a pre-redshank settlement. In keeping with this, there is not one MacAuley
in Kintyre, Islay, Jura, Colonsay, Coll, Tiree, Mull or even Ardnamurchan in the 1541 Rental of the
Isles, whereas all other Highland names in the Glens first appear in the west coast of Scotland.
According to local tradition the MacAuleys are said to have fought with the MacQuillans when
they defeated the MacDonalds at Glenshesk, but at the battle of Aura, in 1559 they had joined the
MacDonalds. Therefore, the MacAuleys probably date from the galléglaigh period. Interestingly,
there is a distinct possibility that the MacQuillans themselves were galldglaigh in origin, claims
having been made that the 'Clanuilins' had branched from the Campbells. MacCormick is also one
of the most numerous names but it does not appear in the 1542 Rental of the Isles, and therefore
probably dates from the same period. The 'Clanalasters' have been clearly identified with the
mercenaries from Argyll who began to enter Ireland in the fourteenth century, and continued into
the sixteenth. It would, therefore, appear that the three most numerous names of Gaelic origin in
the Glens of Antrim by the seventeenth century - Magill, MacCormick and MacAuley - are ail
Scottish, but derived from the galléglaigh and not the Redshank period.37

As well as causing MacDonald migration to Antrim, the realignment after the downfall of the
Lordship of the Isles in 1493 resulted in a considerable number of redundant fighting men in
Scotland. This occurred at a time when the Tudor scheme of conquest created a need for their
services by the native Irish lords who wished to keep the English at bay. The Lordship had drawn
together a number of subsidiary clans through the provision of a variety of services, not the least of
which were military. During this period mercenary movement was mainly seasonal, occurring in
the summer before the harvest. The mercenaries very rarely settled permanently in Ireland, and did
not received hereditary grants of land like the galléglaigh. The movements of these mercenaries,

redshanks,38 or New Scots' have been referred to as the third military migration.39

The earliest settlement by Highland immigrants, from the time of Edin Mhor's acquisition of the
Biséd inheritance, was in the Glens of Antrim. Historically, most are thought to have settled in the
lower or northern glens.#? However, this opinion has been modified in recent times, by the

consistent appearance in seventeenth-century documents of the common Kintyre names of
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MacKay, McNeill and MacAllister in Tickmacrevan, or the upper Glens. From the Hearth Money
Roll of 1669, five MacKays can be identified in Tickmacrevan, as opposed to four in Culfeightrin
(lower Glens), while there are three McNeills in Tickmacrevan and the same number of
MacAllisters.#! (See fig. 11.3, The ¢ivil parishes of the Glens of Antrim.) The, closeness of ,
Kintyre to the Antrim coast cannot be overstressed, being only 12 miles distant at its closést point,
and it would be short-sighted to suggest that all movement was dictated by the expediency of the
great clans. Anyone with access to a boat probably crossed the North Channel for a multitude of

reasons, both social and commercial.

Nevertheless, the gradual movement of Highlanders into the Glens had distinct military overtones.
A description of the Glens in 1598 noted that "there are many Creekes between Rocks and
Thicketts where the Scottish Gallies do commonly land."42 Settlement continued, was consolidated
and received new impetus in the mid-sixteenth century under Colla Maol Dubh, the third son of
Alexander MacDonald of Islay and Kintyre, and the official representative of the clan in Ireland, as
the Scots pushed westwards towards the Bann. (See fig. 11.4, Genealogy of the MacDonalds of
Colonsay.) His base in Ulster was the Castle of Kinbane, a mile and a half from Ballycastle. (See
fig. 1.2, The Glens and the Route of Antrim.) Under his leadership, the MacDonalds acquired the
MacQuillan territory of the Route. This military initiative resulted in an influx of Scots redshanks
during the 1550s, especially around 1551 when the lord chancellor, Sir Thomas Cusack, indicated
that the Route and the surrounding areas were filled with bonnachts.43 By this time another branch
of the MacDonalds had established a temporary settlement in Down where they had killed John
White and taken over his lands of the Dufferin on the south side of Clandeboye.** Sir Henry
Bagenal's account of 1586 thus notes that "Brian Caraghe's countrey was a porcion of Northe
Clandeboy, won from it by a bastard kinde of Scottes, of the septs of Clandonells,*5 who entred the
same and do yet holde it, beinge a very stronge pece of land lienge uppon the North side of the
Bande."46 Nonetheless, the territories held by the Scots were not extensive. Their problem to the

government lay in their military power.

Though they were only protecting their inheritance, the English perceived the activity of those
MacDonalds who crossed in the reign of James V in terms of a possible Franco-Scottish invasion,
(England had been at war with France until 1550), which would be assisted by Gaelic Ulster.

When Mary Tudor declared war on France again in 1557, Sir Henry Sidney, the Irish Lord Justice
feared that James MacDonald, sixth of Dunyveg would take the opportunity to invade Ulster, and
could receive help from the Pale where the exactions of Elizabeth's soldiers were a great burden. It
was also reported that Somhairle Buidhe (or Sorley Boy), brother of James MacDonald of
Dunyveg, (see fig. 1.11, Genealogy re dean of Limerick's report 1595/6) who had responsibility for
the clan's Irish territories, had "said plainly that Englishmen had no right to Ireland." In 1558, the

year in which Elizabeth came to the throne, Mary Stewart, queen of Scots, married the French
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dauphin, and with a French Queen Regent in Scotland, Ulster, which was effectively outside of
Dublin's control, was therefore within easy reach of England's enemy. It was Ireland's use as a base
for an attack on England, rather than the possibility of its conquest, which most perturbed the
government, After Calajs fell fo the French in January 1558, the English feared that the French
would use their Scottish base to invade Ireland with the assistance of the MacDonalds, a plan for
which had been formulated in 1550.47 Moreover, the attempts of the Lowland government to
extend its authority to the Highlands, resulted in further infiltration of MacDonalds to east Ulster.
Nonetheless, the Treaty of Cateau Cambrésis with France in 1559 and the Treaties of Berwick and
Edinburgh between the English and the French in Scotland in 1560 increased Elizabeth's sense of
security. This new friendship between Scotland and England was to increase the significance of
Ireland in Anglo-Scottish relations because, from this point, the English sought Scottish help (in
theory at least) in Ulster.43

On Colla Maol Dubh's death in 1558 and the readjustment in MacDonald leadership which this
entailed in 1559, the MacQuillans fought for their patrimony of the Route against Somhairle
Buidhe, his brother and successor who, like Colla, was more Irish than Scottish,4 and lost. After
the battle of Slieve an aura, there was a vast consolidation of the MacDonald territories in Antrim,
under Somhairle Buidhe which permanently shifted the balance of power in Ulster and established
the Scottish settlement as more than simply a MacDonald outpost in Antrim. Sombhairle Buidhe
established his base at Dunluce. Of equal significance, perhaps, is that all of James MacDonald of
Dunyveg's brothers, except Somhairle Buidhe, who was, in practice, occupied in a military capacity
in extending the family's inheritance in Antrim, took to mercenary soldiering as an occupation.
Exercise in arms was the primary occupation of the younger sons of a chief, of whom there were

usually an abundance, both legitimate and bastard.50

III. REDSHANK INVOLVEMENT IN IRELAND, 1560-1603

A. Operation, contracting and maintenance of redshanks within the Irish system

The decade beginning in 1560 also marked a change in the English government's strategy in
Ireland. In 1556, the more liberal policy of surrender and regrant - the surrender of lands and
Gaelic title to the Crown which the Gaelic lord received back as a royal grant and if sufficiently
conciliatory, a feudal dignity - was replaced by a more aggressive policy of conquest and
colonisation which was codified under the Lord Deputyship of Sir Henry Sidney from 1565.
Moreover, in Ulster the problem of containing the Gaelic lordships, and ultimately the success of
the Tudor conquest, was inextricably bound up with the presence of Scots. They had to contend

with the MacDonald colony in Antrim whose attempts at expansion caused constant friction with
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local Irish, notably the MacQuillans,?! and the seasonal influx of Highland mercenaries which
constantly changed the military status quo. Since English authority was weakest in Ulster, it was
essential to subdue it, which effectively meant to demilitarise it, if Ireland as a whole were to be
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conquered.52

Gaels clearly felt more comfortable with others of a common Gaelic heritage than with English
speakers but it is important to state that by 1560, other than in the case of the MacDonalds (and in
spite of later bogus genealogical tables which claim an Irish heritage for most Scottish Gaelic
families), the Islesmen in general were not closely related to the native Irish. This situation was not
assisted by the fractured nature of the Gaelic polity, manifesting in rivalry and feuding between the
various clans and septs which constituted political units within themselves. All chieftains sought to
keep and extend their own territory and to maintain their independence. In this sense, the
MacDonalds' vying for land in Ulster made them rivals rather than allies of their neighbours, the
O'Donnells and the O'Neills. The English government, the Scottish government and all the
respective Scottish clans and Irish septs made use of each others' weaknesses and exercised a policy
of divide and rule where they could. If anything could be identified as the dominant Gaelic attitude
of this period, it was a sense of survivalism. In February 1586, Sir John Perrot, the Lord Deputy,
put it in the following terms: "And for this country people ... they are generally addicted to these
three dangerous humours, papistry, change of government, and licentious liberty; so as surely, how
fair soever they pretend, as still they do unto me, yet if a new master, and a stronger one come, they

will follow him, and leave the old when they see him unable of himself to make his party good."3

After the demise of the Lordship of the Isles in 1493, there were a number of attempts to re-
establish it, the final one by Donald Dubh in 1545, who was the last MacDonald chief to be
recognised by the whole clan, but the power vacuum left by it enabled the Crown to step into the
gap, and many western clans came to prefer holding their lands as direct feudal vassals of the King.
Nonetheless, the government did not make a direct move to bring the Highlands and Islands under
central control until the enactment of the General Band in 1587.54 The break-up of the Lordship
also contributed to the factionalism of the individual clans, as well as liberating fighting men in the
western Highlands who thus looked for new employment opportunities in Ireland where the native
lords were opposing the advance of the Tudors. Those Scots who had come to Ireland in the
fourteenth century as galléglaigh had settled and remained there in that capacity, but in the
sixteenth century, the movement of mercenaries from Scotland to Ireland was seasonal. These
mercenaries, in general, did not settle, fighting on contract for various native Irish lords and then
returning to Scotland, usually in time for the harvest.55 The Irish Lords Justices wrote in May 1583
that: 'The Scots are accustomed between this time and harvest to come out of their barren islands
into Ulster.'¢ The English chronicler, William Camden, wrote in 1586 of the area around

Coleraine that O'Neill could not contain:



39

the island Scots who, to save their own at home in the summertime, leave those barren and fruitless
islands, where there is nothing but want and beggary, and come hither for provisions, where they
. take all opportunities to raise or nourish rebellion, so that is has been declared high treason either to, .

call them into Ireland or receive them in it.5’

Sometimes mercenaries would "byde furth ane haill zeir, as offtimes it happins quhen ony of thair
particular Ilands hes to do with Irland or neighbours" and thus there must have been a very clear
distinction between fighting men and those who laboured on the land who were not allowed to
leave on mercenary expeditions.’® They transported themselves in mercenary galleys, which had
shallow draughts, drawing little water in comparison with the English pinnaces often sent against
them, and could be propelled by sail or oar.59 They were more versatile than the English ships
which only had sails, and could easily evade them in the clement summer weather. With the tide in
their favour the MacDonalds of Kintyre could cross to Ulster in between two and three hours. The
mercenaries put ashore at Glenarm, Red Bay and Dunluce, the Bann mouth, at Dunnalong on the
Foyle and the Swilly, in Tirconnell and on the Connacht shore. As Captain Thornton put it to Cecil
in 1595, the Highland galleys were "of great swiftness by oars hardly to be followed for good
service by Her Majesty's pinnaces."60 The government did what it could to restrict the building of
Scots galleys. On 28 August 1568, for instance, the Irish Lords Justices informed Elizabeth that
they had 'restrained the export of boards from Carrickfergus and Wexford, to impede the Earl of
Argyle in making galleys.'! At that time, Argyll employed two families of shipwrights, the
MacGilleChonaill at Loch Awe and the MacLucais62 at Loch Fyne.53 There is little to support the
view that in the mid-sixteenth century 'the Campbells failed to dominate the Islands chiefly because
they were a land and not a sea-power.'®* On the contrary, Argyll could mobilise not only his own
galleys, but those of all his Campbell kinsmen,%5 and because of his connections with the Loch
Fyne herring industry, even commandeered 200-300 "fyschair boyttis then lawbowring in the heyd
tak of hering" in August 1568 as transporters. A bond of manrent between the sixth Earl and the
bailies and Council of the burgh of Renfrew on 21 October 1580 specified that the burgh "salbe
reddy with our haill boittes and vyners upon sufficient warnying to serve the said nobill Lord buith
in Scotland and Yreland." The Campbells were aware of sea power but unlike the MacDonalds

most of their territories, other than some islands, were on the mainland.66

The renegade priest and redshank, John Eldar, who was a native of Caithness, explained the term
redshank to Henry VIII in about 1543. "Moreover ... they call us in Scotland Reddshankes, and in
your Graces dominion of England roghe footide Scottis" because in both summer and winter,
except when the frost was most vehement, they always went "bair leggide and bair footide."67
Lindsay of Pitscottie applied the term ‘redshank' to the Highland race as a whole when he wrote his

history in 1573, which is an indication of the extent of mercenary employment on the western
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seaboard: "The other pairts [of Scotland] ar full of mountains, and very rud and homlie kynd of

people doeth inhabite, which is called the Reidschankis or Wyld Scottis. They be cloathed with

ane mantle, with ane schirt saffroned%8 after the Irisch manner, going bair legged to the knee.

Thair weapones ar‘bowis and dartes, with ane verie broad sword'and ane dagger scharp onlié at the '
on syde."6% According to George Buchanan's history of Scotland, first published in 1582, these

darts or arrows were "for the most part hooked, with a barble on either side, which, once entered

within the body, cannot be drawne forth againe, unless the wounde be made wider." In his De

origine, moribus et rebus gestis Scotorum, published in Rome in 1578, John Leslie, former

Catholic bishop of Ross,”? indicated that they:

used also a two-edged sword, which with the foot soldiers was pretty long, and short for the horse:
both had it broad, and with an edge so exceeding sharp that at one blow it would easily cut a man in
two. For defence, they used a coat of mail woven of iron rings, which they wore over a leather
jerkin, stout and of handsome appearance, which we call an action. Their whole armour was light,

that they might the more easily slip from their enemies’ hands.”!

Redshanks are usually distinguished not only from the galléglaigh, whose main weapon was the
Lochaber axe (or Danish axe), but also from the Irish ceatharnaigh or kern, who were less heavily
armed than the former, their main weapon being the dart, which was attached to a thong so that it
could be retrieved. Ceatharnaigh (one of the meanings is peasantry) generally refers to the native
Irish levies rather than mercenaries and were regarded as the lesser soldiers. However, the
longstanding nature of the mercenary tradition in Ireland and the interaction of Hebridean
mercenaries with the local population from the late thirteenth century, whether galléglaigh or
redshank, lead to a certain fluidity of definition among them. Thus, by the sixteenth century, the
Fiants or orders for making out Letters Patent, refer to ceatharnaigh whose surnames are clear
evidence of a Hebridean origin. Similarly, members of the major galléglaigh septs of the
MacDonalds and the MacSweeneys were often referred to as ceatharnaigh or kern. The situation is
complicated, to a certain extent, by the existence of the term buannadhan (buonies, bonnotes,
bonnachts, bonaghts or bonaghti, in English) which is used in the fairly limited context of the
native mercenaries who first made their appearance in Ireland a century after the galléglaigh in a
similar capacity to the purely Highland mercenaries, but were not a common feature of military
society until the late sixteenth century.”? It was not until this point that the non-free population
were permitted to bear arms which until then had been the duty and privilege of the free, land-

owning classes.”3

In the sixteenth century, there were three main mercenary power-blocks. (See fig. 1.3, Main
mercenary groups.) The first was the MacDonalds from Loch Indaal and the Rhinns of Islay, the
Pap of Jura and Kintyre, that is, the Clan Donald South.” With a base in Kintyre, just 12 miles
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from the coast of Antrim, the strength of the MacDonalds was a variable quantity, because as Sir
Henry Bagenal in Newry commented in 1586 "they are supplied as need requireth from Scotland,
with what numbers they list to call, by making of fires upon certain steep rocks hanging over the
sea."’3 This group tended to work with'or contract the‘MacPhees of Colonsay, the MacDoralds of *
Sanda and Largie, the MacDonalds of Sleat and Clanranald, Clan Iain of Ardnamurchan, the
MacAllisters of Loup, MacKays from Kintyre and further north, and the McNeills of Gigha. The
second was the Campbells from Argyll. The third was the MacLeans from Ardmanach and Jura,
Morvern and Mull, that is, the Clan Gilleathain. This group contracted MacQuarries from Ulva,
MacNeills from Barra,”6 and the MacKinnons of Strathswordsdale in Skye and Mishnish in the
north of Mull.”7 There was also occasional involvement from the MacLeods of Harris and Lewis
who both worked with MacDonalds.”8 Clan alliances and feuds had a limiting affect upon the
number of mercenaries for hire, because longstanding enemies were unwilling to fight on the same
side. The significant patterns which emerge within the development of the above groups from
1560 to 1603 are the extension of MacDonald power in Antrim, the concurrent decline of the Clan
Donald South in Scotland, and the expansion of Campbell authority in Argyll. The MacLeans were
hostile to the MacDonalds of Dunyveg and the Glens, and were quasi-allies of the Campbells. This
fairly diffident alliance between the MacLeans and the Campbells was cemented by two marriages.
(See fig. 1.5, Relationships between the Campbells of Argyll and the MacLeans of Duart.) The
MacLeans later became subject to the 'hesitant bribery' of the English in the final decade of the

century.’9

The system under which the mercenaries fought was known as buannacht, a Norse word. The
buannacht system evolved to sustain the galléglaigh, and refers to the billeting of hired
mercenaries on the people of a Gaelic lordship or tiath. It had a relationship with coinnmheadh or
the tribute in entertainment, free board and lodging which the lesser fine in the tiath owed to their
ri or uirri for the maintenance of their horsemen, their galléglaigh and their ceatharnaigh. It was
also the method by which the redshanks were maintained. They were kept at buannacht in his own
lands, so many supported by each tiath, and also in the tdatha of his uirrithe. For example, each
ballybetagh under MacWilliam Burke of Mayo in 1578 provided for the billeting of 13 mercenaries
both galléglaigh and redshanks. (See MacWilliam Iochtar in fig. 1.8, Connacht lordships ¢. 1534.)
All those thus supported were referred to as buannadhan or billeted men.80 There was also a
distinction between 'bonaght bonny' and 'bonaght beg.' The first was an exaction paid by the Irish
for the billeting of the Queen's galléglaigh or kern. 'Bonaght beg' or 'little' buannacht, was "a
proportion of mony, ratably charged upon every plowland" towards the support of the buannadhan.
Buannacht bdrr, that is, 'on top' or 'additional' buannacht, probably represents an extra levy and

seems to have involved billeting at discretion.3!
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If operated successfully, it was a system which provided for a permanent force of hired fighting
men to defend each lordship without placing undue pressure on the freemen who were at liberty to
rise in their own defence. There were variations in its operation from lordship to lordship. Under
the Anglo-Norman lords, who, combined aspects, of the Irish system with concepts,of feudalism, , , , , |,
buannacht was more frequently referred to as 'coigne and livery,' or the entertainment and

sustenance of the soldiers and the feeding of their horses.82 Like all forms of tribute, such a system

was open to abuse by unscrupulous or greedy individuals, particularly, according to Sir John

Davies (Attorney-General from 1606),83 who knew Ireland well, by the Anglo-Irish.84 The

English also made use of the buannacht system to maintain their own soldiers, and even based the

cess for the maintenance of Crown soldiers upon it, but they ultimately aimed to destroy the system

because it provided the means for the Irish lords to maintain their military resources to the

detriment of the government. By Elizabeth's eleventh statute of 1569 buannacht was abolished,

being referred to as "that horrible and most detestable coyne and livery, which was the verie nurse

and teat that gave suck and nutriment to all disobediencies, enormities, vices, and iniquities of this

realm, over foule and filthie here to be expressed."85

Scots mercenaries were hired on contract for definite periods of time, on varying financial terms
and conditions, but only a little evidence survives which elucidates these contractual arrangements.
Contracts were arranged by agents or by exchange of letters. One example survives of an early
Gaelic contract and bond made between Archibald, fourth Earl of Argyll, and the Calbhach
O'Donnell of Tirconnell, on 13 July 1555, and confirmed and renewed in 1560, from which date it
is extant. It states, in the first instance, that "an caimhnes agas an phairt do bhi eddir an daonibh
rompo do bheth ar buil 7 go haithridhe an t-Iarrla sin .1. Mac Cailin do chomhnamh agas do
cuideachagh le On Domhnaill fa dhuthaig 7 fa thigerrnas athar 4 shenathar i Dhomhnaill do cur ar
laimh" (the friendship and affection that formerly existed among their peoples shall be maintained,
and more particularly, that Earl, viz. Mac Cailin, shall with all his strength succour and assist
O'Donnell in respect of putting into his possession and under his control and into obedience to him
of his own, his father's and his grandfather's land and lordship). Argyll was further to supply
O'Donnell with "gunna briste balla do bhrissedh chaslen" (a gun for breaking walls so that he may
break castles),36 because he possessed a strong artillery when large cannon were a rarity in the
Highlands. In 1560, the year of the contract's renewal, Argyll also offered 3,000 mercenaries to the
English government - twice as many men as they then had in their army in Ireland - an indication
of his formidable military power. In total, he was probably able to mobilise 5,000 swordsmen,
from his vast territorial holdings, perhaps more. In legitimising his position with the government,
Argyll possibly hoped to regulate the trade in mercenaries between the Isles and Ulster and
improve his own political position. Yet, though he signed a formal contract with William Cecil, the
English secretary, by 19 July 1560, which detailed the terms of his prospective service in Ulster, his

services were never called upon.87 This was a pattern followed by the English throughout the late
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sixteenth century in Ireland. The government's dealings with Highlanders were probably designed

more to ensure their neutrality than ever to place them in a position of trust.

In return for Argyll's military power and protection, the Calbhach bound himself and his* * +
descendants to pay him the sum of 100 English merks or 400 merks Scots "do dhiol na do focc
gach en bliadhna do Maccailin agas do oidhreachaibh agas da shliocht do ghabhas uachtaranacht
no tigerrnas Errghaodheal mur chomhtharrtha umhlacht agas oglachais agas mur chis bhit(h)-
bhuain coidhce o uan Domhnaill 7 ona shliocht do Mhaccailin agas da shliocht" (as a token of
submission and service, and as a perpetual tribute for ever from O'Donnell and his descendants to
Mac Cailin and his descendants).88 A similar tribute also seems to have been paid to Argyll by the
O'Neills of Tyrone.89 More interesting was the stipulation that O'Donnell was to maintain "ctig
céd buinna" (500 billeted soldiers) whenever Argyll had needed of such service, and moreover,
that "sin do bheth fa thoil 7 fa mheacain (?)°° Mhiccailin faris gach en ni ele ata sa contracta no sa
dentur so" (this provision shall be according to the will and pleasure (?) of Mac Cailin over and

above every other provision in this Contract or Indenture).9!

An English translation of an Irish letter from Ciichonnacht Og Maguire of Fermanagh to
'M'Gilasbig M'Agnus Ilay' [Angus MacDonald of Dunyveg] survives in the State Papers, dated
June 1593. Maguire stated that there were 'some wars rising upon me' and that his partner in them
was Brian Oge O'Rourke, but that he only had two or three weeks left on the contract with his
buannadhan. He therefore sought 500-600 tall, well-armed men from Dunyveg, stating that: 'I will
give you meat, till I entertain yourself and whomsoever else I shall in like sort entertain both for
meat and wages. And I do send to you that I do not marvel if I were in distress that you should
give your help unto me for a quarter of a year for a little hire. And moreover I think that you shall
have better spoils than your wages from me till the end of that three weeks.'2 Three-month

contracts seem to have been the norm.93

In 1562, at the beginning of the period under view, a general rate of pay was 8d st. per mercenary
per day. In 1575 a statement of "the wages of the Irish men of war" laid down that the buannacht
or payment of a galléglach and of redshank for a quarter of a year was one beef for his wages, and
two for his maintenance. The captain of the galléglaigh or redshanks had a horse and a hackney,
and was given six men's allowances for his pay. He was also paid 13 dead pays out of each 100
men to whom he had to advance wages, so that a company of 100 comprised, in effect, only 87
men.9* According to Sir Nicholas Malby, governor of Connacht, in March 1581, the quarterly
wages agreed with the Scots for their service with the Burkes of Mayo were £4,200 sterling. The
number of Scots to whom these wages were paid was 600. However, one Edward Whyte further
stated in May 1582 that this group of Scots under Alexander MacDonald?® had been paid in meat,
drink and money, and that 'the said Alexander would take up 50 or 60 dead pays of the country
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every night.%6 In 1595, the general rates in Ulster for mercenaries were 10s a quarter in wages for
longbowmen or halbertmen, 20s for men with firearms, and aside from this, three ‘'madders' of
butter and six 'madders of oatmeal, and for want of this victual 10s. by the month.' The monthly
pay for a man 'that is no shot' was 13s 4d, and for a man with firearms was 16s,8d.per month.%7 |
However, in the same year, Hugh Ruadh O'Donnell sent some wrought silver work to the Hebrides

to pay for mercenaries.”8

Though the mercenaries were also paid in coin? it seems, even where wages were quoted, that
financial payments were often commuted in kind - particularly into cattle, meal, and butter.100 1t
was an extremely lucrative trade of prime economic importance to the Scots,!?! payment of whom
detracted from exactions to the English, who in May 1577 complained that the: 'Extortions and
ravine of Scots and mercenary hell-hounds kept by rebel lords amount to more than double the
composition for cess.'192 The great Irish lords all possessed thousands of cattle which were a major
part of their wealth, and the creaghts or droves would often be taken with them when they went to
fight or to exact tribute from their uirrithe.193 In 1585, for example, Somhairle Buidhe was said to
be "the lord over fifty thousand cows." For security, cows were usually kept in less accessible
places. The particular strongholds of the Ulstermen were the crannogs or artificial lakes.104 For
instance, when the government was thinking of spoiling Ciichonnacht Og Maguire in January 1594,
who was expecting Scots from James MacSombhairle, they were informed that: "Their cows are kept
most in the islands, and alongst the lough's side [i.e. Lough Erne].'105 (See fig. 1.3, Physical
features of Ulster.) Since cattle were used to pay mercenaries, it was a policy of the English, to
seize a chieftain's cattle to prevent him doing so. When Richard Bingham, governor of Connacht,
proceeded against the Burkes of Mayo in July 1586, he levied forces and "hunted them so from
place to place that within the space of three weeks we took from them the number of four or five
thousand head of cattle" which were used to defray the cost of the expedition and to pay the Irish
kerne with him.196 Similarly, when the English considered employing Scots against O'Neill in the
late 1590s, this was because they were 'inured to the manner of the Irish war, and specially to tread
the bog and the bush, would do well, being mingled with English, to destroy their cattle, which
would be a good step to their overthrow, being once destitute of their cows.''97 Sir Ralph Lane was
confident in December 1598 that the force in Coleraine would draw the Scots from O'Neill ‘for fear
of the loss of their cows, which they love as their lives, and far better than him.'198 The Isle of
Rathlin acted as a gathering point for Scottish plunder. John Smith wrote in 1569 that 'Rathlin is
the greatest enemy that Ireland hath, it is the only succour of the Scots for thither they bring their
spoils out of Ireland, and they keep them until they can well convey them into Scotland.'10% Thus,
the caoruigheachta (anglicised keraght, kyrreaght, kirriatt and creaght), the herds of cattle and
those in charge of them were an important feature of Irish society.!10 The plundering of cattle or

the creach or 'creagh' (not to be confused with the 'creaght' above), remained an important part of
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warfare in Ireland until the 1640s.11! Years of dearth and death of cattle, as in 1585-86 meant that

Irish lordships were 'not able to bear so many soldiers.'12

 Mercenaries were also provided with gifts pertinent to their task. For instance, twenty-two, of the
‘great company of Scots' who went to Connacht in July 1582, 'were furnished with a case of pistols
or snaphaunces.'!13 Besides this, the Scots also took what they could plunder. In 1593, Captain
Nicholas Dawtrey, commander of Knockfergus, divided this aspect of their activity into cattle
rustling, the theft of household items and holding important individuals for ransom. When a force
of Scots attacked Sir Owen McTool near the Eme, in Connacht, in August 1586, they took from
him money, hackneys, shirts of mail and 500-600 cows.!14 On occasion, the Irish attempted legal
retribution, as in 1579 when Se4n O'Dogherty agreed compensation with the sixth Earl of Argyll
for goods stolen by MacLean of Duart. On 27 August 1579 MacLean had bound himself to deliver
certain pledges for fulfilling the deliverance and decreet pronounced by Argyll "towart satisfaction
of the hershipe done be my freyndis upoun the bounds of schayne odochtrie of Glach in Yreland."
On 27 May 1580, Duart bound himself to repay O'Dogherty and to bring a discharge from him to
Argyll before 25 December, for which he gave security of lands of the Earl's choice, worth 200

merks duty p.a.!15
B. The kinship factor in the contracting of mercenaries in Ulster, 1560-1593

The hiring of mercenaries was greatly affected by ties of kinship and relationship. An act of 1557
‘against the bringing in of Scots, retaining of them and marrying with them,' had not only forbidden
the Irish to marry Scots but prohibited Scots from taking Irish citizenship. Directed against the
mercenaries, particularly the MacDonalds, it was an aspect of the Irish government's new
aggressive policy of conquest.!!6 In May 1573, for instance, Somhairle Buidhe expressed his
desire to the Ards colonist, Thomas Smith, to 'have himself and his made denizens by patent, and
enjoy the liberties of marriage.''17 Nonetheless, the marriages of some Ulster chiefs to Scottish
women from the main mercenary clans, who acted as their husbands' recruiting agents, brought in

large numbers of mercenaries to Ireland.!18

Sean O'Neill, first Earl of Tyrone (Tir Eoghain), or to his own people Se4n an Diomuis (Seén the
Proud) was a strong Gaelic lord who sought to make the most of his autonomy. (See fig. 1.4,
Ulster lordships c. 1534.) According to the contemporary writer John Hooker, chamberlain of
Exeter, he "furnished all the peasants and husbandman of his countrie with armour and weapons,
and trained them up in the knowledge of the wars." His arming of the 'unfree' tenants was
unprecedented in Gaelic Ireland and allowed him to mobilise as many as 5,000 men. He claimed

the hegemony of Ulster which had belonged to his ancestors as the rightful kings of Ulster,!1% and
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thus not only represented the most serious opposition to Elizabeth I's policy of subjugation of the
native order in Ireland, but was also antagonistic to others who threatened his position in Ulster.
This meant not only O'Donnell who had aspirations on Inishowen, but the Bagenals and their claim
to Newry, the Earl of Kildare's claims to Dundrum and Lecale, the O'Reillys of Cavan, the
Maguires of Fermanagh, and more particularly, the established presence of the MacDonnells in
Antrim. Ulster was the main cause of conflict in Ireland in the early years of Elizabeth's reign, and
the English dealt with it by stirring the antagonism of O'Donnell and the O'Reillys against Sean,
and encouraged the MacDonalds and the Campbells to deny him military support from Scotland.120

Although he wished to check the advance of the Scots in Ulster, Sean was also aware of the
necessity to intermarry with them to facilitate the import of mercenaries. Like most Gaelic chiefs
of the period his marriage and hand-fast relationships were very complicated, because they were
entered into to cement a number of political alliances. Marriage customs in Irish and Scottish
Gaelic society were very fluid. Dynasts married at an early age and usually at least four times.
Concepts of legitimacy were vague and divorce was easy to obtain for both parties. Seén's only
purported wife was Catherine MacDonald, an illegitimate daughter of James MacDonald of
Dunyveg, by whom he had Henry O'Neill. He sent her home within two years of her coming to
live with him, took her back again later, and finally married her some time after they had already
had children.12! By Margaret O'Donnell, he had Se4n Oge, the only son of exclusively Irish blood.
According to many sources he is said to have imprisoned Catherine MacLean, widowed third
Countess of Archibald, fourth Earl of Argyll in 1561, who was at the time married to the Calbhach
(or Calvagh) O'Donnell whom he had just overthrown. This was perhaps no hardship for the
people of Tirconnell because, according to Sir Thomas Cusake, O'Donnell was ‘hated by his own
for the impolicy of his agreements at his marriage with the Countess of Argyle.''22 The third
daughter of Hector Mor MacLean!23 (see fig. 1.5, Relationships between the Campbells of Argyll
and the MacLeans of Duart), she was, like Lady Agnes Campbell and her daughter Inneen Dubh
(who had both spent time at the Scottish Court), a political asset, having been educated in the Court
of the Queen Regent. Catherine was "conted very sober, wyse, and no less sotell, beyng not
unlernyed in the Latin tong, speckyth good French, and, as is sayd, some lytell Italyone."124 At the
time, Sean was living with the Calbhach's daughter, Margaret.12> However, given the period of
time involved, Catherine MacLean probably left the Calbhach of her own volition. This was a
diplomatic embarrassment to her stepson, the fifth Earl of Argy!l, who had used the marriage to
strengthen the military bond between the Campbells and the O'Donnells.!26 There was probably as
little substance to the suggestion that Se4n simply held Catherine as long as he thought he might be
able to extract a ransom from the MacLeans for her release. The story of her being kept in
chainsli7 was probably circulated to save the Calbhach's pride who had lost his lands and been
forced to acknowledge Sean as overlord, though it does seem to have influenced the name of her
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