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KEY TO TRANSLITERATION

The following system is employed for transliterating Arabic in
this thesis.

A. Cconsonants.

Transliteration Arabic letter
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INTRODUCTION

In writing oh Arabic langu‘age there is a genre known as
Lahn al-‘a2mmah , which deals with the purity of Arabic; itis
intended to prevent users of the language making common
mistakes such as were introduced from different dialects and the
speech of non-Arabic speaking Muslims. Religion played a great
part in the initiation and development of this genre of writing;
indeed, concern for the text of the Qur'an may be considered the
principal reason for its existence. There are numerous
references to the preoccupation of the early Muslims with the

prevention of common mistakes in Arabic.

The first writer known to have practised this genre of
writing is ‘Ali b. Hamzah al-Kisa'i who died in 189 H. He had
many followers in the east:al-Asma'i, Abt Hatim al-Sijistani,

Ibn Durayd al-Azdi and many others.

The first person known to have been concerned with this
subject in the west is Abu Bakr al-Zubaydi, the author of two

works: Lahn al-'‘ammah and Mukhtasar Lahn al- ammah. These

two works were subsequently combined into one : al-Tahdhib bi-
muhkam al-tartib, by Ibn Shuhayd al-Andalusi. The existence
of the composite work, and, indeed, of the Mukhtasar was

unknown to the two separate editors of al-Zubaydi's Lahn al-



'

‘ammah., Ramadan ‘Abd al-Tawwab and ‘Abd al-'Aziz Matar.
The editions of both these editors were made from the unique
Istanbul MS, which according to Ramadan ‘Abd al-Tawwab is
undated, but which ‘Abd al-'Aziz Matar says has been ascribed
by the Institute of Arabic Manuscripts to the 10th centry H.
This Istanbul MS was taken to be incomplete, and both editors

used various other sources in making their editions, notably :

1. Tashih al tashif, by al-Safadi.

2. Shifa * al-ghalil, by al-Khafaji.

3.al-Jumanah fiizalat al-ratdnah, an anonymous work.

4. al-Madkhal ila-tagwim al-lisan, by Ibn Hisham al-
Lakhmi |

which contain much material cited from al-Zubaydi

Even with the inclusion of this material, these two editions

do not comprise all the material that is to be found in al-

Tahdhib bi-muhkam al-tartib , the only known MS of which is

preserved in the Chester Beatty Library, Dublin, no.5186.

It comprises 185 pages of 19 lines, each line having 8 words
as an average. It is written in "clear scholar's naskh.” Some
words are wrongly pointed, others are not written clearly and
there are a few repetitions. In addition , some words are written
in the margin instead of where they belong in the text. This MS
also has inany errors in spelling and syntax. On the first page

the title is given as follows :
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There then follows a short passage on the compiler, Ibn

Shuhayd:
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According to Arberry, the MS is of the 9th century H. Thus,
it is probably older than the Istanbul MS of Lahn al-'Ammah .

There is some confusion in the kunvah of Ibn Shuhayd as it
appears in the MS. On p.2 of the text it is given as AbU Bakr;
on the title-page it is given as Abu ‘Umar. The well known poet’s

kunvah was in fact AbG ‘Amir. There is little doubt, however,

that the same person is in question, since al-Tahdhib is
dedicated to the amir of Valencia, ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. ‘Abd al-
Rahman, Dhi al-Sabigatayn. We know from Ibn Bassam that
Ibn Shuhayd the poet was a friend of Dhi al-Sabiqatayn, a title
bestowed incidentally, by the Caliph of Cordoba, al-Qasim b.
Ham mid. We can also date the compilation of al-Tahdhib to



after 412 H, since this is' the year in which Dhﬁ al-Sabiqatayn v

became amir of Valencia.

In his introduction to al-Tahdhib Iban Z}%’Hpraises the

amir ‘Abd al-'Aziz as a statesman who is also interested in
scholarship. He has, he .says, combined the two books of al-
Zubaydi into one, arranged alphabetically, as be’iilg eé,sier and
more useful. After his own introduction he cites al-Zubaydi's

introductions to the two bdoks, Lahn al-'ammah fi 1-Andalus

and Mukhtasar Lahn al-'ammah.

The introduction to Lahn al-'ammah fil-Andalus here is

similar to that found in the Istanbul MS. In the introduction to
"Mukhtasar Lahn al—'am mah, al- Zubaydi states that this second
book was written as a supplement to the first, with the saxﬁe
arrangement. He further specifies that his work depends on or!arl
~rather than written sources, further information having become

available after the completion of Lahn al-zmmabh .

Following the three introduciions, the actual material of al-
Tahdhib is divided in two parts. The first part is untitled and
accounts for two-thirds of the book. It deals with syntax and
morphology and contains 352 cases. The second part contains 94

cases and has the title:

. drbge b P darbyy deldl Gaudl LSS

It deals with semantics (ma'ant).




Ibn Shuhayd arranges the work in alphabetical order
according to the first letter of the correct word. The

Ialpha.b e'tic'al. order that he follows is the western Arabic

alphabetical order.
by A
Yg P P D J .éJ?._} ST A o
: ‘(,_5'-"51}:"0‘"6‘“5
The present work, then, adds considerably'to our knowledge
concerning popular language in al-Andalus both in practice and

in theory. It explains why the editors of Lahn al- ‘ammah

supposed, in their ignorance of the existénce of the Mukhtasar
that the Istanbul MS was incomplete, given that so much
material from al-Zubaydi, which did ‘not appear there, was cited
from other sources. It is also of interest to have al-Zubaydi's
introduction to the Mukhtasar and Ibn Shuhayd's introduction to
the composite work. |

The comparative figures for citations of Various kinds

between the Lahn al- ‘Ammah and al-Tahdhib are as follows :

al-Tahdhib Lahn al-ammalh,

a- verses of the Qur'an 22 11
b- ahadith 47 30
c- proverbs and sayings 40 12
d- verses of poetry 361 215

In the production of this edition:



1- The edition of Lahn al-"ammah by Ramadan ‘Abd al-
Tawwab and other sdur&:es have beeri used in filling lacunae and

in identifying words that are unclear in the MS.

2-Many Arabic linguistic sources have been consulted for

the checking of uncommon words.

3-Almost all verses of poetry have been traced in the

original diwans or other sources.
- 4-All the verses of the Qur'an have been checked.

S-Almost all the ahadith have been traced in the

appropriate collections.
6- Orthographical anomalies have been silently regularized.

7- Words cited as examples of correct and incorrect usages

are placed in double round brackets (( )).

8-If more than one word is referred to by a raised numeral

in the text, the words concerned are enclosed in square

brackets [ ].

9- Editorialedditions are enclosed in angled brackets < >.

10- Raised numerals in the text refer to entries in the

apparatus criticus . Numerals in the brackets following a portion




of the text refer to entries in the notes on the text. Variant
readings in the published disvans of poets cited are indicated in

| the notes; e.g. note 75: text- bi-1- g3'; diwan - bi-l-jaw.

Symbols used in this work

1) O o Manuscript.

2) J :Lahn al-'‘ammah.

3) X :Word repeated in MS.

4) +1 :Word written in the right-hand margin of the MS.
S) 1+ :Word written in the left-hand margin of the MS.

6) + : Word written in the upper margin of the MS.
7) .+ :Word written in the lower margin of the MS.

8 // : Beginning of a new page of the manuscript.

9) ’( : Folio recto.

10) <> :Folio verso.
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