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SUMMARY:

S e ttle m e n ts  w h ich  have developed over a long period  o f t im e  

in e v ita b ly  r e f le c t  the  env iro nm en ta l and h is to r ic a l fa c to rs  which have shaped 

th e ir  phys ica l and socio -econom ic id e n t ity .  I t  is  the  purpose o f  th is  thes is  

to  tra c e  the  in fluence  o f such fa c to rs  on the  developm ent o f K irk w a ll and 

S trom ness and, in  a d d itio n , to  examine th e  e lem ents o f townscape w h ich, 

in  v iew  o f possib le  econom ic changes w ith in  the  is land  group, m ay requ ire  

c a re fu l co n s id e ra tio n  i f  the  unusual c h a ra c te r o f  these burghs is  n o t to  be 

lo s t  by il l-c o n s id e re d  developm ent.

A lth ough  ly in g  only 8 m ile s  f ro m  the  n o r th  coast o f  Sco tland, the  

O rkney Is lands came under N orse in fluence  during the  e a r lie s t  pe riod  o f 

m a jo r  s e tt le m e n t.  The earldom  w h ich was c rea ted  in  the  n in th  ce n tu ry  

b ro u g h t about the  ra t io n a lis a t io n  o f a g r ic u ltu ra l holdings th ro ugho u t the  

is le s  and the  fo u n d a tio n  o f  an a d m in is tra tiv e  c a p ita l ad jacent to  a she lte red  

lagoon tow a rds  the  ce n tre  o f  the  O rkney M ainland. Under successive earls  

K irk w a ll developed in  tw o  d is t in c t  sec tions  : the  e a r l's  to w n , a developm ent 

o f  the  shoreside f is h in g  s e t t le m e n t,  and the  Lave ro ck  o r  b ishop 's tow n  to  

th e  sou th  around St. Magnus C a the d ra l and the  B ishop 's  Palace.

W ith  im p ig n o ra tio n  o f the  is lands in  1468 th e  Norse c u ltu re  was 

superseded by th a t  o f  th e  Scots. B y  a se rie s  o f  c h a r te rs  K ing James I I I  

gained c o n tro l o f  b o th  earldom  and b ish o p ric  p ro p e rt ie s  and in  1486 

es tab lishe d  K irk w a ll as a ro y a l burgh. F lu c tu a tio n s  in  th e  power o f the  

S c o tt is h  e a rls  and bishops a f fe c te d  the  developm ent o f the  O rcadian c a p ita l 

and produced repercuss ions th ro u g h o u t the  landw ard areas and is lands.

F u r th e r  burgh expansion o ccu rre d , how ever, during the  fo llo w in g  

tw o  ce n tu rie s  ; the  d iv e rs if ic a t io n  o f  th e  economy a t t r a c t in g  im m ig ra n ts  

f r o m  the  o u tly in g  is lands -  a tre n d  th a t  continues a t  the  p re se n t t im e . 

Im p rovem en ts  in  land and sea com m unica tions increased K irk w a ll's  sphere 

o f  in fluence  and encouraged bo th  a conso lida tion  o f the  a d m in is tra tiv e  

fu n c t io n  o f  the  burgh and the  developm ent o f se rv ice  in d u s tr ie s . W ith  such 

soc io -econom ic changes re s id e n tia l developm ent was fo rc e d  in to  the  

surround ing  fa rm  land w h ile  the  fo rm e r  dw ellings o f  m e rch an t la ird s  and 

e c c le s ia s tic s  along the  m a in  s t r e e t  w ere  converted  to  com m erc ia l p rem ises.

In  c o n tra s t no urban developm ent had occu rred  around Hamna Voe



in  th e  W es t M ainland p r io r  to  l5 90o H ow ever, in  the  e a r ly  years o f the 

fo llo w in g  c e n tu ry  a fe w  a rtis a n s  seised p lo ts  o f land f ro m  the  b ishopric  on 

th e  s te e p ly  slop ing ground to  the  w e s t o f  the  bay, and the  tra d in g  s e ttle m e n t 

o f  S trom ness became estab lished.

D u ring  th e  e igh teen th  and n ine teen th  ce n tu rie s  the  economy 

f lo u r is h e d  as a r e s u lt  o f  co n ta c ts  w ith  the  'New W o rld ' v ia  the  r ic e  tra d e , 

th e  w ha ling  ships and th e  Hudson's Bay Company. The increase in  w e a lth  in  

th e  co m m u n ity  in  tu rn  a t t r a c te d  a considerable num ber o f im m ig ra n ts  

p a r t ic u la r ly  f r o m  N o rth e rn  Scotland and the  South Is le s , the  m axim um  

popu la tion  being reached in  1821. FoHowing the  decline in  overseas tra d in g  

th e  economy became o r ie n te d  tow ards  home-based in d u s try  such as spinning, 

s t ra w -p la i t in g ,  b o a t-b u ild in g  and f is h in g . The c h a ra c te r is t ic  townscape o f 

th e  s e t t le m e n t developed during  th is  pe riod  : sh o re -lin e  dwellings being 

c o n s tru c te d  w ith  th e ir  long axis to  the  sea, p a r t ia l ly  on in d iv idua l stone 

w harves to  m ax im ise  the  use o f  bu ild ing  land and access to  th e  harbour.

D u ring  the  p re s e n t c e n tu ry  m any changes have been w rough t bo th  

in  th e  soc io -econom ic s t ru c tu re  and the  townscape o f the  tw o  burghs. The 

fu n c t io n s  o f  K irk w a ll and S trom ness te n d , a t  the  p re se n t t im e ,  to  be 

com p le m e n ta ry  and r e f le c t  lo c a l and N a tio n a l G overnm ent p o lic ies  f o r  

deve lopm ent o f  w h a t are essen tiaH y r u ra l areas. H owever, economic 

expansion associa ted  w ith  th e  N o rth  Sea o i l e x p lo ra tio n  is  im m in e n t -  an 

expansion w h ich  m ay ra p id ly  o b B te ra te  the  h is to r ic a l c h a ra c te r o f  bo th  the 

burghs and subm erge the  O rcad ian id e n t ity .

I t  is  obvious th a t  th e  h is to r ic a l f a c to r s ,  m entioned in  th e  th e s is , 

have a t  va rious  t im e s  had a considerable e f fe c t  on the  developm ent o f  bo th  

burghs. Y e t d e ta ile d  s tud ie s  o f  the  p re se n t s ta te ,  and p a r t ic u la r ly  the  

townscape e le m e n ts , o f  K irkw aH  and S trom ness in d ica te  th a t  the  c h a ra c te r 

o f  the  s e tt le m e n ts  is  th e  re s u lt  n o t only o f  the  periods o f  economic 

expansion b u t a lso those o f  econom ic and soc ia l decline. F o r  th is  reason i t  

is  necessary to  tra c e  th e  in fluence  o f  each fa c to r  and show how the  poss ib ly  

d e tr im e n ta l e f fe c ts  o f  f u r t h e r  econom ic g ro w th  and urban renew al m ay be 

l im ite d  so th a t  th e  c h a ra c te r o f  the  O rcadian burghs m ay be re ta in e d  f o r  

fu tu re  genera tions.
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PR EFACE.

In  an age when N a tiona l G overnm ent has the  power to  en fo rce  the 

deve lopm ent o f  re m o te  ru ra l areas f o r  th e  economic b e n e fit  o f the  whole 

n a tio n  i t  is  im p o r ta n t  to  id e n t ify  the  re la tio n s h ip  between sm a ll urban 

s e tt le m e n ts  and th e  ru ra l areas th e y  serve. F u r th e rm o re  i t  is  necessary 

to  analyse th e  phys ica l and socio-econom ic s t ru c tu re  o f those s e ttle m e n ts  to  

ensure th a t  th e  in h e re n t c h a ra c te r o f  the  tow n  and reg ion  is  n o t destroyed 

by a deve lopm ent w h ich m ay be only o f  s h o r t du ra tion .

The O rkney is lands are  a case in  p o in t. A lthough  bo th  the  Orkneys 

and Shetland have been sub jected  to  periods o f  Norse and S c o ttis h  dominance 

th e y  re ta in  a c h a ra c te r and independence unique among the  S c o tt is h  is les .

A t  the  p re s e n t t im e ,  how ever, i t  is  debatable how long th is  c h a ra c te r can 

su rv ive  th e  onslaught f r o m  N o rth  Sea o i l  e xp lo ra tio n .

The deve lopm ent o f  the  economy o f the  O rkney is lands can be 

i l lu s t r a te d  by a s tudy  o f the  M ainland burghs o f K irk w a ll and S trom ness and 

to  th is  end m a jo r docum enta ry sources have been consu lted and analysed. 

A lth o u g h  c lo se ly  linked  w ith in  the  same h is to r ic a l fra m e w o rk  the  tw o  burghs 

c o n tra s t  in  s i te ,  age, fu n c t io n  and deve lopm ent p a tte rn . I t  would seem 

e s s e n tia l, th e re fo re ,  to  in v e s tig a te  in  d e ta il the  h is to r ic a l developm ent 

o f  b o th  bu rghs , analysing each phase o f developm ent and s tudy ing  i t s  e f fe c t  

on the  socio«econom ic s t ru c tu re  and the  phys ica l c h a ra c te r o f  the  s e ttle m e n t. 

I n i t ia l ly  th is  would appear to  be an e as ie r ta s k  f o r  K irk w a ll as docum entary 

evidence, o f  a p r im a ry  and secondary n a tu re , extending back to  the  pe riod  

o f  th e  N orse earldom  is  e x ta n t. In  the  case o f S trom ness l i t t l e  research  

has been a tte m p te d  and im press ions  o f th e  tra d in g  s e tt le m e n t occu rr in g  in  

l i t e r a r y  te x ts  o f  re c e n t ce n tu rie s  need to  be v e r if ie d  f ro m  o r ig in a l docu­

m e n ta tio n  b e fo re  an accu ra te  p ic tu re  o f the  e s ta b lish m e n t and expansion 

o f  th is  u rban com m u n ity  can be b u i l t  up. The secondary e lem en t invo lv ing  

th e  d e te rm in a tio n  o f  the  e f fe c t ,  o f  each fa c to r  in  the  developm ent h is to ry ,  

on th e  fa b r ic  o f  th e  c u r re n t townscape would seem s ig n if ic a n t as the  

townscape o f  bo th  burghs appears to  be a c tin g  as a s t im u lu s  to  the  to u r is t  

in d u s try  a t  the  p re se n t t im e .

F re q u e n tly  the  s t ru c tu re  o f  a tow n is  looked a t  p u re ly  by geographical 

ana lys is  o f a c u r re n t p lan o r  by an a rc h ite c tu ra l app ra isa l o f  the  build ings.



H ow ever, b o th  these v iew po in ts  f a i l  to  give an o v e ra ll assessm ent o f the 

co n tem po ra ry  c h a ra c te r w h ich , where the  s e tt le m e n t has an old founda tion  

as is  the  case w ith  K irk w a ll and S trom ness, m ay be th e  re s u lt  o f many 

h is to r ic a l as w e ll as phys ica l fa c to rs .  In  planning f o r  expansion the  

h is to r ic a l in flu e n ce  is  o f te n  ignored and t h is , to g e th e r w ith  the  tre n d  

tow a rds  u n i fo rm ity  in  urban design, m ay lead to  the  to ta l  d e s tru c tio n  o f the 

quaK ties  th a t  c re a te  a good urban env ironm ent. Thus a s tudy  encompassing 

th e  h is to r ic a l,  geographica l and a rc h ite c tu ra l aspects o f urban development 

should prove to  be o f g re a te r  value in  de te rm in in g  th e  m ethods by w hich a 

s t im u la t in g  townscape has evolved in  a re la t iv e ly  h o s tile  phys ica l environ­

m e n t and the  r ig h t  equ iK brium  has been achieved between a th r iv in g  urban 

com m u n ity  and i t s  r u ra l h in te rla n d . F u r th e rm o re  i t  can show how the  

in h e re n t c h a ra c te r is t ic s  o f  a burgh and i t s  com m un ity  id e n t ity  m ay be 

re ta in e d  desp ite  f u r t h e r  m a jo r  econom ic developm ent f r o m  e x te rn a l sources. 

I t  is  th e  purpose o f  th is  th e s is  to  in v e s tig a te  a l l  these aspects o f urban 

deve lopm ent w ith  re s p e c t t o  K irk w a ll and S trom ness in  the  Orkneys.



INTR O D UCTIO N

A lth o u g h  Orkney is  s itu a te d  some 8 m ile s  o f f  the  N o rth  

S c o tt is h  co a s t i t  is  on ly cc 200 m ile s  f ro m  Norw ay and thus i t s  t ie s  w ith  

th e  Scandinavian K ingdoms have, th ro ugho u t h is to ry ,  been s tro n g . I t  is  

th is  m arked  N orse  in fluence  th a t ,  desp ite  th e  pawning o f the  is lands to  

th e  S c o tt is h  crow n in  th e  f i f t e e n th  c e n tu ry , se ts  the  Orkney and Shetland 

is lands  a p a r t  f r o m  th e  W e s te rn  S c o tt is h  is le s  f ro m  the  p o in t o f v iew  o f 

c u ltu re ,  aspects  o f language and sys tem s o f  land tenure .

The O rkney group com prises 47 hab itab le  is lands a lthough 

m any o f  these have been evacuated during  the  tw e n t ie th  ce n tu ry  when 

th e y  ceased to  be econom ica lly  v iab le  f  o llow ing a m arked decline in  

popu la tion . The la rg e s t  and m o s t p ro d u c tive  m em ber is  the  M ainland 

s itu a te d  in  a c e n tra l p o s it io n  between the  N o rth  and South is land groups. 

T o  th e  sou th  th e  high is land  o f Hoy, to g e th e r  w ith  G raem say, F lo t ta  and 

South W a lls  sever Scapa F low  f r o m  the  A t la n t ic  w h ile  to  the  so u th -e a s t 

th e  C h u rc h ill B a r r ie rs  have, since th e ir  c o n s tru c tio n  in  the  period  

1940 -  41 , lin ke d  the  s t r in g  o f is lands inc lud ing  tw o  ho lm s, B u rra y  and 

South R onaldsay to  th e  M ainland. In  the  n o r th  an a s s o rtm e n t o f 

ir r e g u la r ly  shaped is la n d s , the  la rg e s t  being Rousay, W e s tra y , Papa 

W e s tra y , Eday, Shapinsay, S tronsay , Sanday, and N o rth  Ronaldsay, 

s t r e tc h  o u t tow a rds  Shetland and the  a n c ie n t Norse kingdom s (F ig , 1).

D e sp ite  th e  s itu a t io n  in  the  n o r th e rn  B r i t is h  w a te rs  the  

O rkney Is le s  b e n e f it  f r o m  the  s tre a m  o f w a rm  w a te r  f r o m  th e  W est 

Ind ies  w h ich  d r i f t s  n o r th -e a s t  across the  A t la n t ic  to  bathe the  w e s te rn  

coasts o f  B r i t a in  and Scandinavia. T h is  m a rine  in fluence  is  im p o r ta n t 

in  producing  a p o s it iv e  te m p e ra tu re  anom aly during  the  w in te r  m onths 

and reduc ing  annual range o f  te m p e ra tu re  to  c. 8 °C  (14° F ). Thus 

w in te rs  a re  w a rm  b u t sum m ers cool:
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O RKNEY : C L IM A T IC  DATA

M on th
Tem p. Average P re c ip ita t io n  Hours sunshine

° F . Average Average % possib le 
Inches

JAN. 39.0 3.45 28 13
F E B . 38.5 3.01 52 20
M AR . 39.2 2.81 91 25
AP R . 42.3 2.07 141 33
M A Y 46.3 1.99 165 32
JUNE 50.7 1.84 155 28
JU LY 53.5 2.57 132 24
AUG. 53.4 2.87 118 25
SEPT. 51.4 2.90 101 24
OCT. 46.9 3.97 78 25
NOV. 42.8 3.93 39 17
DEC. 40.0 4.19 19 10

T o ta l r a in fa l l  is  n o t h igh (0.90 m  ; 35.6 inches) b u t ta i ls  on about 200 days

p e r  annum. The w e s t M ainland w ith  an average annual t o ta l  o f  1.03 m . 

(40.7 in s .) is  s l ig h t ly  w e t te r  than  the  eas t M ainland (1.00 m  ; 39.5 ins .) 

because o f  th e  h ig h e r ground and p re v a ilin g  w e s te r ly  w ind. A lthough snow 

fa l ls  le ss  f re q u e n t ly  in  th e  is lands than  in  th e  r e s t  o f  n o rth e rn  Scotland 

snow m ay l ie  f o r  m any days a t  a t im e  in  th e  e a r ly  p a r t  o f  the  year. In  

th e  e a s t Mainland snow fa l ls  on average on 45.8 days p e r annum.

The m o s t s ig n if ic a n t  o f  the  c lim a t ic  phenomena on the  

com m un ica tions  o f th e  is lands are w ind and fo g . Fogs m ay occur th rough ­

o u t th e  ye a r b u t tend to  be m o s t fre q u e n t in  July and August, W inds are 

o f te n  s tro n g  w ith  the  p re v a ilin g  w e s te r lie s  sweeping u n in te rru p te d  across 

th e  low  undu la ting  topography. Average w ind speed v a r ie s  f ro m  23 m .p.h. 

a t  an e le v a tio n  o f  131.06 m . (430 fe e t)  in  th e  w est Mainland to  15 m .p.h. 

a t  39.62 m . (130 fe e t )  in  th e  e as t Mainland b u t  gu s ts  upwards o f  80 m .p.h. 

have been experienced. The w arm  m o is t  c lim a te  producing a grow ing sea­

son o f  230 days encourages the  developm ent o f  lush  p a s tu re  unre lieved by

th e  presence o f  tre e s .

D u rin g  geo log ica l h is to r y ,  how ever, th e  c lim a te  and vege ta tio n  

have changed m any t im e s  : d e s e rt cond itions th a t  la id  down beds o f  d d  

Red Sandstone in  the  Devonian era  (400 m . years B .P .) even tua lly  g iving 

way to  a se rie s  o f  d is t in c t  reg im es th a t  cu lm ina ted  in  th e  g la c ia l e ra  

1 m . years ago. T h is  cold pe riod  has been th e  m a jo r  agent responsib le 

f o r  the  de ta iled  scu lp ting  o f  th e  Orcadian landscape. Ice  flow ed  over 

th e  h ig h e s t areas and in  Hoy carved U-shaped va lleys  and deposited
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m o ra in ic  deb ris  a t  p o in ts  along the  va lle y  f lo o r .  E lsewhere tu n d ra  

cond ition s  e x is te d  causing sub tle  changes to  th e  su rfa ce  fo rm  so th a t  

to d a y  th e  is lands possess v e ry  sm ooth  b u t g e n tly  undu la ting  topography.

The fo rm e r  h i l ls  have been reduced to  m odest h e ig h ts , ra re ly  exceeding 

243.84m (800 fe e t )  O .D ., w h ile  a cover o f bou lder c lay is  found in  th e  low 

basins. Because o f  th e  cool m o is t  na tu re  o f the  p o s t-g la c ia l c lim a te s  a 

w idespread covering o f pea t e x is ts  on the  h i l l - to p s  and in  basins -  a 

n a tu ra l resou rce  f ro m  which the  Orcadians have reaped g re a t b e n e fit.

The p a t te rn  o f so lid  geology (F ig. 2) is  one o f f la g s to n e s  and 

sandstones fo rm in g  a d issected  a n tic lin e  in  the  w e s te rn  p a r t  o f  the  

m a in land  and fa u lte d  undu la ting  topography f a r th e r  east. D isse c tio n  and 

ice -m o u ld in g  has re s u lte d  in  the  fo rm a t io n  o f  a num ber o f poo rly  drained 

ba s in s , o f te n  surrounded by low  h i l ls ,  wh ich are f i l le d  w ith  w a te r ,  to  

fo r m  fre s h w a te r  lochs such as H a rra y  and Boardhouse, o r  pea t and mosses. 

The co a s ta l areas e x h ib it  m any fe a tu re s  o f m arine  e ros ion  and deposition. 

C l i f f s  r is in g  v e r t ic a l ly  f o r  m any hundreds o f fe e t  are f ro n te d  by w ide

w a v e -c u t p la t fo rm s  on w h ich la rg e  s tacks  fre q u e n t ly  s tand. Headlands
2 3

o r  nesses are  separa ted  by open sandy bays o r by narrow  geos , the

headlands them se lves being eroded by co rra s io n  and hyd rau lic  ac tion . 

A t la n t ic  waves under the  in fluence  o f th e  p re va ilin g  w e s te r lie s  ra p id ly  

erode th e  coastBne in  th e  w e s t and spray c a rr ie d  in land des troys  much o f 

th e  n a tu re  v e g e ta tio n  on th e  c l i f f  to p  thus  a cce le ra ting  w eathering . In  

th e  m o re  s h e lte re d  e a s t, how ever, depos ition  occurs in  w ide bays between 

headlands, and baym outh  ba rs  and tom bolos are  common fe a tu re s . Where 

a bou lde r c la y  co ve r, deposited during  the  g la c ia l epoch, is  m ixed w ith  

b low n sand th e  heavy s o il is  ligh tene d  and made p rodu c tive .

W ith in  th is  phys ic a l fra m e w o rk  a g r ic u ltu re  and s e tt le m e n t 

developed w ith  co m pa ra tive  ease. Many anc ien t s ite s  e x is t  s c a tte re d  

th ro u g h o u t th e  is la n d s , inc lud ing  Stone A ge /B ronze  Age s e tt le m e n ts  such 

as th e  a g r ic u ltu ra l v illa g e  o f  Skara B ra e , is o la te d  stone m o n o lith s , 

de fens ive  b rochs , b u r ia l ca irns  and earth -houses. Many o f  the  re lic s  

found  a t  these s ite s  in d ica te  periods o f  peace fu l h a b ita tio n  based 

la rg e ly  on an a g r ic u ltu ra l economy w h ile  the  indented coas tline  was



fo u n d  to  p rov ide  e xce lle n t anchorages and access to  th e  sea could 

p rov id e  supp lem ents to  the  no rm a l d ie t and f a c i l i t a te  com m unications.

W ith  th e  Norse invasions o f the  n in th  ce n tu ry  the  e x is tin g  

s e t t le m e n ts  became am algam ated in to  la rg e r  u n its  and the  odal 

(u th e ll ,  uda l) sys tem  o f land te n u re  was in troduced  in to  the  is lands. 

Based on a sys te m  o f e f fe c t iv e  occupa tion , a man held in  fre e h o ld , 

w ith o u t  w r i t t e n  t i t l e ,  land th a t  h is  fo re b e a rs  had broken out; 

Succession was by p a r t i t io n  -  a l l  the  oda lle fs  ch ild ren  rece iv ing  an 

equal share o f the  p roperty ,,

The e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  th e  E a rldom  under S igurd in  A ,D , 874 

made th e  d iv is io n  o f  land necessary f o r  ta x a tio n  purposes f o r  the  

upkeep o f  th e  E a r l ’s governm ent. T h is  in troduced  a new te rm in o lo g y  

whose re m n a n ts  a re  s t i l l  in  ex is tence .

4
In  re s p e c t o f  s k a t o r  ta x  paid to  the  E a r l lands w ere e ith e r

B o rd la n d , S ka tland , Quoyland o r Towm ale. B ord land , o r  m ensal fa rm s ,

w i th  t h e ir  B o l o r  B u f and i t s  enclosures served as the  occasional

q u a r te rs  o f  th e  E a r l (Jarl) on h is  journeys around th e  is lands and were

th u s  exem pt f r o m  th e  paym ent o f  ska t. S im ila r ly  Quoyland paid no

s k a t as i t  was a p o r t io n  o f  land enclosed f ro m  the  m oor and c u ltiv a te d

a f t e r  th e  assessm ent f o r  ta x a t io n  purposes was com plete , A lthough

th e  a rab le  land was f re q u e n t ly  re p a r t it io n e d  among the  tenan ts  the

house, to g e th e r  w ith  a s m a ll p iece o f land around i t  used f o r  pas tu rin g

a n im a ls , rem a ined in  c o n s ta n t possession o f  the  household. T h is  land 
7was th e  Tow m ale and lik e  Quoyland and Bord land paid no ta x  to  the  

E a r l,

The Skatlands thus fo rm e d  the  m a in  body o f the  Orkney lands 

a lrea dy  in  c u lt iv a t io n  when sk a t o r  land ta x  was f i r s t  la id  on the  is lands 

w i th  th e  c re a tio n  o f  th e  earldom . The d iv is ions  w ere  made accord ing 

to  th e  value o f th e  land and n o t i t s  area. Thus a h ie ra rc h y  o f  te rm sg
e x is ts , th e  p r in c ip a l m em bers being ouncelands and pennylands. The 

fo r m e r  paid annually to  th e  E a r l money o r produce to  the  value o f  one 

ounce o f  s ilv e r . These ouncelands w ere then  subdivided in to  e ighteen 

pennylands paying to  th e  E a r l the  value o f one penny. W ith  in he ritance  

by  p a r t i t io n  causing the  f u r th e r  subd iv is ion  o f land new te rm s  were
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in tro d u ce d  as fo llo w s :

1 pennyland 3 4 m a rk  lands o r fa r th in g  lands

3 6 u riscops o r m aeliscops

3 10 cow sw orths

In  add ition , la  t e r  ea rls  held lands acquired by purchase o r excambion^ 

and those  seized o r co n fisca te d .

The th ir d  owner o f  land, a p a rt f ro m  the  E a r l and the  

o d a lle rs , w as, a f t e r  O rkney was c h r is t ia n is e d  in  A .D , 995, the  Church. 

The lands lik e  those  o f  th e  e a r l w ere s c a tte re d  th ro ugho u t the  lo w e r, 

m o re  f e r t i l e  areas and p rov ided  th e  revenue f o r  the  upkeep o f the  

e a r ly  churches and chapels and th e  la te r  B ish o p ric .

The  c u lt iv a te d  area du ring  the  Norse p e rio d , which extended

in to  th e  f i f t e e n th  c e n tu ry , was thus  d iv ided in to  a num ber o f physica l

and a d m in is tra t iv e  u n its .  Odal land cons is ted  o f a tu n  o r townland

w ith  i t s  B o l o r  p r in c ip a l fa rm  and was enclosed by a hiUdyke which

sepa ra ted  i t s  g a r th  ( in f ie ld )  f ro m  i t s  S o e ttu r  (h i l l  land). The

c o n tin u a tio n  o f  these ’to w n s 1 in to  th e  e igh teen th  c e n tu ry  is  shown in

th e  re n ta ls  as cata logued by  A lexander P e te rk in ,  a lthough w ith  
10

im p ig n o ra tio n  the  o ld  N orse earldom  was rep laced by governm ent 

unde r th e  S c o tt is h  crown and a fe u d a l sys tem  rep laced th e  odal law . 

W ith  th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f a S c o tt is h  sys tem  th e  Crown la id  c la im  to  

th e  fo re s h o re , p re v io u s ly  th e  p ro p e r ty  o f  the  o d a lle rs , and p a r t i t io n  

as a fo rm  o f  succession was rep laced by p r im o g e n itu re ^  thus  

a r re s t in g  th e  f u r th e r  d iv is io n  o f e x is tin g  land hold ings. Thus in  th e  

p re s e n t landscape a m ix tu re  o f  la rg e  and s m a ll ho ld ings e x is ts  

p roduc ing  crops and p ro v id in g  abundant g rassland on which s to re  c a t t le  

and sheep can be ra ised .

F ro m  th e  t im e  o f  th e  e a r lie s t  s e tt le m e n t th e  e lem ents o f 

physiography have played an im p o r ta n t  p a r t  in  in flu e n c in g  th e  

deve lopm ent o f  th e  economy. When com pared to  th e  Hebrides and much 

o f  n o r th e rn  Scotland O rkney is  r ic h  econom ica lly . The igneous and 

m e ta m o rp h ic  rocks are  l im ite d  and thus  a f e r t i l e  s o il has evolved 

under th e  m a r it im e  in flu e n ce  p rov id ing  ample p a s tu re . A g r ic u ltu re  

developed e a rly  and provided a surp lus o f  produce which enabled a class



o f m e rch an ts  and a rtis a n s  to  become estab lished c re a t in g  a nucleus 

f o r  u rban expansion*, W ith  the  earldom  a la rg e  n o n -a g ric u ltu ra lly  

p ro d u c tiv e  body o f people was in troduced  to  the  is lands and w e a lth  

accum ula ted  f r o m  the  earldom  e s ta te s  a llowed the  bu ild ing  o f 

im p re ss ive  edifices,, I t  was on th is  founda tion  th a t  K irk w a ll developed 

as th e  c a p ita l o f the  is land  com m un ity  and w h ile  is o la te d  c ro f te rs  

s tru g g le d  to  m a in ta in  a subsistence economy on b a rre n  p lo ts  in  the  

w e s te rn  is le s  th e  in h a b ita n ts  o f  the  Orkneys proceeded to  e x p lo it 

t h e ir  n a tu ra l advantages and fo rg e  ahead in  b o th  a c u ltu ra l and 

econom ic sensec



CHAPTER I

No p rec ise  date  can be given f o r  the  e s ta b lish m e n t o f the  

p a r is h  boundaries. The e a r ly  des igna tion  o f lands belonging to  the  

o d a lle rs , e a r l and church under the  Norse undoubtedly fo rm e d  the  

bas is  f o r  th e  parishes,, S to re r  C lous ton , how ever, s ta te s  th a t  

con fus ion  e x is ts  over th e  te rm  'ounceland'. A lthough  usua lly  equal 

t o  e igh teen  pennylands, th e  te rm  in  i t s  a lte rn a tiv e  spe lling  o f 

e y r is la n d , u r is la n d  o r  u rs land  appears to  have also been applied to  

la rg e r  d is t r ic t s  having a g re a te r  m o n e ta ry  value. These d is t r ic ts  

con ta ined e a r ly  chapels w h ich , in  a num ber o f cases , p reda te  the  

p a r is h  churches and thus  th e  u rs land  d is t r ic t s  could be earH er than  

th e  pa rishes.

B y  th e  te n th  c e n tu ry , how ever, th e  p a rish  boundaries appear
1

t o  have come in to  ex is tence : S t. Ola , named a f te r  a s a in t ly  Norse

k in g , a t  th e  c e n tra l ’neck’ o f  th e  M a in land , w h ile , fa c in g  the  A t la n t ic

and guard ing  the  en trance  to  Scapa F low  in  the  w e s t,  th e  townships
2

w e re  g a the red  w ith in  the  boundary o f the  p a rish  o f S trom ness.

F ro m  th e  re n ta ls  b o th  these p a rish e s , in  w h ich a t  va rious dates the  

m a in  urban developm ents in  O rkney o ccu rre d , seem to  com prise c. 120

pennylands and, a lthough th e  percen tage o f  ownership between o d a lle rs ,
3 _

e a r l and church va rie d  , the  p a r is h  economy had a p u re ly  a g r ic u ltu ra l

base. P ressu re  o f popu la tion  a t  th is  date  was m in im a l and the

tow nsh ips and is o la te d  fa rm s  w ere  spread over the  lo w e r m ore  f e r t i l e

slopes.

The p a ris h  o f  S t. O la , cen tred  on a na rrow  is th m u s  g iv ing  

access to  b o th  N o rth  and South is le s , has been ex te n s ive ly  developed 

and b e n e f its  f r o m  a c o m p a ra tive ly  u n re s tr ic te d  s ite  (F ig . 3). An area 

o f  fa u lt in g  w ith in  the  beds o f S trom ness and Rousay fla g s to n e s  o f 

D evonian age prov ides a c o r r id o r  o f  land , nowhere r is in g  above 15.2 m  

(50 fe e t ) ,  t h a t  extends f o r  th re e  m ile s  f ro m  Scapa Bay in  a n o r th  -  

n o r th  -  e a s te r ly  d ire c t io n  to  the  Bay o f  K irk w a ll.  The fla g s to n e s  

o v e rla in  by  bou lder c la y , blown sand and a lluv ium  provided an idea l 

s ite  around th e  shores o f a sh e lte re d  lagoon f o r  the  e a r ly  developm ent 

o f  K irk w a ll,  the  O rcadian c a p ita l (F ig . 4).



To the  w e s t the  land r is e s  g e n tly  f r o m  low  c l i f f s  and rocky 

shores to  a n a rrow  p la t fo rm  around 4707 m  (150 fe e t) .  F ro m  th is  

co a s ta l s t r ip  slopes steepen to  the  pea t and h e a th e r-c la d  s u m m it 

o f  W id e fo rd  H i l l  a t  225,9 m  (741 f e e t ) o 0Do tw o  m ile s  f ro m  K irk w a ll. 

B eyond ,uncu ltiva ted  m oorland extends in to  the  pa rish  o f O rph ir.

The re m a in d e r o f  the  p a rish  com prises undu la ting  m oorland reaching 

76,2 m  (250 fe e t )  on th e  ridge  o f B e rs tane  H i l l  one m ile  to  the  south -  

e a s t o f  th e  tow n. On the  n o r th  coast tw o  peninsulas -C a m e s s  and 

Tankerness, separa ted  by a w ide sandy bay, a re  backed by low ly ing  

a g r ic u ltu ra l land r is in g  to  a m oorland p la teau  th a t  continues in to  

th e  e a s t IVhinland.

In  the  w e s t M iin land  the  p a rish  o f  S trom ness and, as w i l l  

be shown la te r ,  the  burgh m ay be d iv ided in to  tw o  types o f 

phys iograph ic  reg ion  (F ig .5) whose boundaries re s u lt  la rg e ly  f ro m  

c o n tra s ts  in  the  underly ing  geo log ica l s tru c tu re .

T h is  p a r t  o f th e  M ainland is  n o te w o rth y  as only here are 

H ighland rocks  exposed on the  s u r fa c e , the  steep slopes and rocky  

o u tc ro p s  o f  the  ridge  tre n d in g  n o r th -n o r th -e a s t  to  so u th -s o u th -w e s t 

th ro u g h  B r in k ie ’s B ra e , 94.8 m  (311 fe e t )  above sea le v e l, p rov id ing  

v is ib le  evidence o f the  ex is tence  o f  a g ra n ite /s c h is t  com plex o f p re -  

O ld Red S andstone age. H eav ily  eroded to  fo rm  the  tro u g h  o f  S trom ness 

ha rbo u r to  th e  e a s t, th e  same ro c k  sys tem  reappears in  the  tr ia n g le  

o f  low  ground a t  the  W hitehouse Rocks (F ig . 6).

F lank in g  th is  igneous core a re  younger s t r a ta  o f Old Red 

Sandstone age, the  n a rrow  ou tcrops o f basal b recc ias  and sandstone 

g iv ing  way to  lo w e r S trom ness f la g s  w h ich , in  the  w e s t a t  le a s t,  fo rm  

an area o f high ground te rm in a tin g  in  the  high c l i f f s  o f  the  B lack  C ra ig  

and Neban P o in t. Much o f  th is  area is  unrec la im ed m oorland nurs ing  

pocke ts  o f  lo w e r, m ore  f e r t i l e  ground o f the  B u rn  o f  S e lta , the  old 

tow nsh ip  o f  MousLand. E x tens ive  areas o f  p ea t e x is t  : a t  47,7 m  

(150 fe e t )  above sea le v e l,  to  the  n o r th -w e s t o f  B r ir ik ie 's  B ra e , and 

in  th e  Moss o f  Quwhom, ju s t  above sea leve l.



The d issec ted  upland s u rfa ce , reaching 157.9 m  (518 fe e t)  

in  th e  H i l l  o f  M i f f i a , g radua lly  decreases in  h e ig h t to  the  south and 

e a s t, tu rn in g  f ro m  h e a th e r m oor to  the  r ic h e r ,  m ore  heav ily  c u ltiv a te d  

land o f  th e  tow nsh ips. The sepa ra tion  o f  th e  fa rm in g  com m un ities  is  

la rg e ly  th e  re s u lt  o f  physiographic fa c to rs  and th is  is  nowhere seen 

m o re  c le a r ly  than  in  the  case o f  the  is o la t io n  o f  the townships o f  

In n e r and O u te r S trom ness on a f a i r ly  f l a t  p la in , poss ib ly  the  rem nants  

o f  a lo w  le v e l e ros ion  s u r fa c e , to  the  w e s t o f  the  re s is ta n t  core o f  

g ra n ite /s c h is t .  Tow ards the  Loch o f  Stenness, where the  S trom ness 

f la g s  have been m o re  hea v ily  eroded in to  an undu la ting  low land th a t  r is e s  

above 60.9 m  (200 fe e t)  in  on ly  tw o , separa ted s u m m its , Redland H i l l  

and B runa Fea , th e  la t t e r  g iv ing  p robab ly  th e  best-know n and m o s t 

im p re s s iv e  v iew  o f  p re s e n t-d a y  S trom ness, the  townships are  m ore  

c lo s e ly  linked .

In  th e  re n ta ls  f o r  th e  pa rish  th re e  m ain d is t r ic t s  can be 

recogn ised: Inner and O u te r  S trom ness , each com pris ing  tw o  ouncelands, 

and th e  tw e n ty -s e v e n  pennylands o f  C a irs to n , con ta in ing  the  E a r l's  Bu ’, 

ly in g  on low  ground to  the  s o u th -e a s t o f  the  p a rish . In add ition  a num ber 

o f  odal and quoylands a re  l is te d  in  the  area bo rde ring  th e  Loch o f  Stenness. 

Each p a ris h  d is t r ic t  included a church o r  chapel th e  e a r l ’s Bu’ having an 

a tta ch e d  chapel (ded icated to  the  H o ly C ross and in  th e  16th c e n tu ry  

s tand ing  as the  p a r is h  church). The la te r  p a r is h  church , St. P e te r ’s 

K ir k ,  how ever, was e re c te d  a t  th e  sea shore in  Inne r S trom ness , fra g m e n ts  

o f  th is  church rem a in ing  w ith in  the  c e m e te ry  about a m ile  to  th e  sou th ­

w e s t o f  th e  p re s e n t tow n. Two bu ild ings m a y b e  recognised : the  gable 

end o f  one con ta in ing  an e igh teen th  ce n tu ry  m u ra l m onum ent bearing  a 

ve rs io n  o f  th e  arm s o f  M oodie o f  M e ls e t te r ,  a landowner in  the  p a rish  

as e a r ly  as th e  s ix te e n th  ce n tu ry ; the  o th e r ,  s tand ing  some tw e n ty  yards 

to  th e  n o r th ,  com pris ing  the  rem a ins o f a w a ll b u i l t  w ith o u t m o r ta r .  The 

s i te  o f  th e  chapel and c e m e te ry  appears to  have been occupied p re v io u s ly  

b y  a b roeh , and a probable lin k  w ith  th e  C e lt ic  m iss io n a rie s  e x is ts  in  the  

nam e ’m o n a s te ry ’ used by the  Ordnance Survey f o r  a s ite  lo c a lly  known 

as th e  ’M onker House’ and the  presence o f  fra g m e n ts  o f  c e lt ic  je w e lle ry  

found in  the  v ic in ity .



A  num ber o f o th e r p re -N o rse  s ite s  can be recognised w ith in  

th e  f e r t i l e  coas ta l areas o f the  parish . Numerous mounds o f 

in d e te rm in a te  o r ig in  have been id e n t if ie d  and a c a irn  occurs on low 

ground in  C a irs to n . Three o th e r b roch  s ite s  lik e  th a t  a t  the  cem ete ry  

e x is t  on de fens ive  s ite s  near w a te r ,  those a t  the  co a s t, however, 

having s u ffe re d  p a r t ia l d e s tru c tio n  f ro m  m arine  eros ion  so th a t  no 

s ig n if ic a n t  c o n s tru c tio n s  rem a in .

The on ly notab le  re lic  f r o m  th is  e a r ly  pe riod  o f Norse ru le  

is  th e  Buf and C a s tle  o f  C a irs to n , A lthough  the  B u ' is  n o t a c tu a lly  

te rm e d  ’B o rd land ' in  the  s ix te e n th  ce n tu ry  re n ta ls  the  whole tow n , 

ie , , th e  B u ’ p lus the  a tta ch e d  fa rm s  o r  u m b e s s e tte rs , paid no ska t 

and is  described as ’old e a rld o m ’. D e ta ils  in  the  Royal Com m ission 

on A n c ie n t M onum ents suggest th a t  some confus ion  e x is ts  over the  

d a tin g  o f the  f o r t r e s s ,  known as C a irs to n  C a s tle , a tta ch e d  to  the  Bu’. 

O rkneyinga Saga re la te s  how, on Septem ber 22nd, 1152, E a r l E rlend
4

s u rp r is e d  the  ships o f E a r l H a ra ld  o f f  K ja rre k s te a d  (K ja rre ks -s to d u m ) 

whereupon H a ra ld  and h is  men to o k  re fu ge  in  the  nca s tle  ( i  Kasta laun) 

t h a t  was then  th e re ." I t  is  poss ib le , how ever, th a t  the  saga w r i t e r  

confused K ja rre k s -s to d u m  w ith  K n a rra r -s to d u m , the  m odern K na rs ton , 

w h ich  is  close to  K irk w a ll.  In c ide n ts  assoc ia ted  w ith  th is  b a t t le  suggest 

t h a t  th e  c a s tle  was near to  K irk w a ll.  The rem a ins o f th is  o ld s tro n g ­

ho ld , He to  th e  sou th  o f th e  fa rm  bu ild ings a t  the  B u ' on the  w e s t shore 

o f  the  Bay o f  Ire la n d  (F ig .7). A lm o s t a square -  m easuring 70’0" n o r th -  

sou th  and 68’9" e a s t-w e s t - , th e  enclosure cons is ts  o f w a lls , c. 4 ’0M 

th ic k ,  o f  rubb le  s e t in  clay. Rem ains o f dom estic  bu ild ings occur 

a g a in s t th e  in n e r sides o f the  n o r th  and w e s t w a lls . A  cham ber in  the  

n o r th -w e s t co rn e r opens in to  a c ir c u la r  t u r r e t ,  some 9’0" in  d ia m e te r 

w h ich  p ro je c ts  f r o m  the  e x te rn a l angle. E xcava tion  c a rr ie d  o u t in  1927 

in d ic a te d  a la rg e r  t u r r e t  opening a t  the  s o u th -e a s t angle th a t  was 

p robab ly  added a t  a la te r  date. A  w a te r  in le t  passing th rough  the  w e s t 

w a ll o f  th e  enclosure was a lso exposed by excavation. The general 

s t ru c tu re  and appearance is  th a t  o f  a s ix te e n th  ce n tu ry  bu ild ing  b u t when 

E a r l R o b e rt S te w a rt g ran ted  the  e s ta te  in  fe u  to  W illia m  Gordon in  1587 

i t  is  possib le  th a t  the  new f  euar m e re ly  re h a b ilita te d  and expanded the  

tw e l f t h  c e n tu ry  ca s tle . C louston  com m ents, how ever, th a t



’• ••••<> i t  had, m o re o ve r, no n a tu ra l advantage o£ 

p o s it io n , s tanding in  a g e n tly  sloping f ie ld  

close to  the  beach, and was a lto g e th e r a ve ry  

p r im it iv e ,  e a r ly  type o f c a s t le , i l l - s u ite d  to  

w ith s ta n d  f o r  long a de te rm ined  a tta c k  by a 

s tro n g  fo rc e .

A p a r t  f r o m  th e  s trongho ld  and lo c a l churches the  pa rish  

con ta ined  the  same tow ns o r  d is t r ic t s  w ith  th e ir  s c a tte re d  fa rm s  u n t i l  

th e  beginning o f  th e  seven teenth  cen tu ry . A t  th a t  date the  she lte red  

h a rb o u r, long used as an anchorage by lo ca l and fo re ig n  f le e ts ,  began 

to  a t t r a c t  s e t t le r s  and an urban developm ent based on sea tra d e  

commenced on th e  s teep  e a s t- fa c in g  slopes o f th e  g ra n ite  ridge  o f 

B r in k ie ’s B rae .

L ik e  th e  w e s t IVhinland p a ris h , St. Ola experienced s im ila r  

pe riods  o f  s e t t le m e n t by e a r ly  im m ig ra n ts , no tab ly  the  P ie ts .

H ow ever, a la rg e  num ber o f c a irn s , mounds and c is ts  belonging to  the 

P re -P ic t is h  e ra  have also been excavated. These, w h ile  occu rring  

m a in ly  on th e  lo w - ly in g  s ite s ,  can also be found on th e  uplands, an 

exam ple being th e  chambered c a irn  s itu a te d  a t a h e ig h t o f  106.7 m  

(350 fe e t )  O.D. on W id e fo rd  H iH  (F ig . 8). B rochs , lik e  those in  

S trom ness are  lo ca te d  on defensive co a s ta l s ite s  and thus have la rg e ly  

s u f fe re d  f r o m  m a rin e  erosion. O th e r P ic t is h  rem a ins in  the  fo rm  o f 

e a rth -h ouses  are  found  on c o a s ta l areas where s o il developm ent is  deeper 

a llow ing  excava tion  o f  an underground chamber. Three examples occur 

w ith in  th e  p a r is h  boundary, one a t  G ra in  (F ig . 9), being w ith in  th e  burgh 

l im i t s .  A lth o u g h  no re lic  has eve r been found  in  th is  earth -house  

exam ina tions in  th e  n ine te e n th  ce n tu ry  d iscovered masses o f an im a l 

bones, ashes and she lls  on th e  to p  o f the  s t ru c tu re  suggesting an 

economy bas ed on the  produce o f ad jacent land and sea.

In  b o th  parishes the  la te r  urban developm ent did n o t occur on 

th e  s ite  o f  these e a r ly  s e ttle m e n ts  undoubtedly due to  the  need to  

choose a sh e lte re d  s ite  w ith  ample anchorages ra th e r  than  the  re s t r ic te d  

de fens ive  p o s it io n  o f the  P ie ts . However, un like  i t s  younger neighbour, 

K irk w a ll was estab lished  around the  shore o f  a sh e lte re d  lagoon on the

s i t e  o f  a C e lt ic  s e ttle m e n t. C e rta in ly  th e  tw e l f th  ce n tu ry  records o f
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th e  Norse a r r iv a l s e t down in  'I-I is to r ia  N orveg iaer ind ica tes  th a t  

O rkney was inhab ited  by tw o  classes o f people, the  P e t i (P ie ts ) and 

the  Papae (C e lt ic  c le rgy) and the  con tin ua tion  o f the  place-nam es 

assoc ia ted  w ith  the  e a r ly  m iss io n a rie s , p a r t ic u la r ly  Papdale in  

K irk w a ll,  t e s t i f y  to  th e ir  presence,, T h e re fo re  i t  is  lik e ly  th a t  the 

presence o f  a s m a ll chapel b u i l t  in  Papdale and dedicated to  a C e lt ic  

s a in t gave r is e  to  the  use o f th e  name K irk ju ^ v a g r (the creek o f the 

K irk )  f o r  the  s e ttle m e n t*  C e rta in ly  the  pa rish  church o f S t0 Ola 

e re c te d  by a N orse E a r l is  l ik e ly  to  have been on the  consecrated s ite  

o f an e a r lie r  f  oundation*

As the  la rg e s t  p a r t  o f  the  p a r is h , some one hundred and fo u r  

pennylands, was owned by the  Church fe w  ind iv idua l landowners appeared 

in  th e  re n ta ls  u n t i l  the  B ish o p ric  e s ta te s  began to  be feued a f te r  1560*

A  num ber o f  im p o r ta n t  odal e s ta te s  can be recogn ised, how ever, a t  an 

e a r ly  da te  and in  O rkney inga Saga m en tion  is  made o f homesteads a t  

G la itn e s s , G a itn ip - and Knarston*

W ith  the  a r r iv a l o f  the  Norse e a rls  in  the  te n th  ce n tu ry  

th e  p a r is h  o f  St* Ola w itnessed  the  expansion o f th e  f is h in g  and 

e c c le s ia s tic a l s e tt le m e n t a lready  estab lished  w ith in  the  c e n tra l lowland*

The need f o r  a sea t o f governm ent and the  am algam ation  o f the  iso la ted  

s e lf« s u f f ic ie n t  a g r ic u ltu ra l u n its  in to  an earldom  b roug h t in to  focus 

th e  need f o r  an urban and a d m in is tra tiv e  centre* Thus developm ent in  

th is  lo c a tio n , un like  th a t  in  the  W est M ain land, was rap id  and by A.D*

1046 the  Sagas re c o rd  the  presence o f E a r l Rognvald and h is  tro o p s  in  

K irk w a ll du ring  the  w in te r  m onths* The invasion  f ro m  Scandinavia 

re s u lte d  in  a ra p id  increase in  bu ild ing  and a h a ll o r  ca s tle  to  accom m odate 

th e  E a r l was e re c te d  on the  shore o f the  lagoon, to  the  sou th  o f the  

church* Many o th e r  m a g n ific e n t c o n s tru c tio n s  «• churches and dom estic  

bu ild ings  -  fo llo w e d  and the  s m a ll tow n  soon became the  f lo u r is h in g  

c a p ita l o f  th e  is land  group*



CHAPTER II

The e a rH e s t w r i t te n  reco rd  o f l i f e  in  the  O rkney Islands 

appears in  Orkneyinga Saga. In  th e  year A .D . 874 E a r l Rogvald 

a s s is te d  H a ra ld  H a rfa g e r (F a ir -h a ir )  to  conquer Norw ay, and the  ea rls , 

c h ie fs  and p e t ty  kings f le d  w e s tw a rd , p r in c ip a lly  to  the  is lands, where 

th e y  became estab lished and, in  due course , re b e llious . King Harald 

becam e t ir e d  o f the  depredations o f the  ex iles and sailed w e s t to  

pun ish th e  V ik ings . He subdued Shetland, the  O rkneys and Hebrides and 

sa iled  to  th e  Is le  o f  Man to  la y  w aste  the  Manx hom esteads. I t  was in  

one o f  these  b a t t le s  th a t  Iv a r ,  son o f  E a r l Rognvald, f e l l  and the  K ing, 

as com pensation f o r  th e  son's dea th , gave to  h is  t r u s t y  e a r l the  

is lands  o f  Shetland and O rkney f o r  h is  own. However, because o f  

c o m m itm e n ts  in  N orw ay, Rognvald proceeded to  g ra n t th e  earldom  to  

h is  b ro th e r ,  S igurd.

Thus when the  earldom  was estab lished in  the  n in th  ce n tu ry

i t  is  l ik e ly  th a t  V ik ings  had a lready subdued a 'K ingdom , dom inion o r

fe d e ra t io n  o f  C e lt ic  t r ib e s  whose te r r i t o r ie s  included O rkney, Shetland
1

and th e  n o r th e rn  p a r t  o f  S co tland '. The rem a ins o f th e  s tru c tu re s  

b u i l t  by  these  people -  b ro ch s , earth -houses -  are  found w ide ly  th ro ugh ­

o u t th e  is lands and the  fo unda tions  o f  an extens ive  a g r ic u ltu ra l 

econom y had been la id  du ring  th is  pe riod  o f  s e tt le m e n t as has been 

shown.

The fo rm  o f  the  h a m le t in  the  low  c o r r id o r  o f  land in  the

c e n tre  o f  the  p a rish  o f  S t. Ola during  th e  P ic t is h  occupation is  l ik e ly

t o  have been s im p le . In  th is  lo c a tio n  the  economy seems to  have been

based on th e  produce o f  the  sea and i t  is  l ik e ly  th a t  th e  f i r s t  dwellings

w e re  e re c te d  fa c in g  n o r th  along the  shore o f  the  bay and by the  edge
2 3

o f  a la rg e  t id a l bas in , known in  la te r  t im e s  as th e  Oyce o r P eerie  Sea , 

sepa ra ted  f ro m  the  open sea by  a long shingle s p i t ,  th e  A yre . Hossack 

in  h is  volum e 'K irk w a ll in  th e  O rkneys ' com m ents th a t

such a p o s itio n  was h igh ly  advantageous to  th e  p r im it iv e

com m u n ity , f o r  when th e  o u te r w a te rs  were to o  bo is te rous

f o r  th e ir  f r a i l  vesse ls, they  could launch th e ir  coracles

on the  lagoon, ready a t a ll t im e s  to  y ie ld  a lib e ra l re tu rn

4to  th e ir  p r im it iv e  modes o f  f is h in g '.



I t  was to  th is  lo c a tio n  a t an unknown date th a t  the  Culdees, tra v e llin g
* o

n o r th  f r o m  th e  w e s t coast o f Scotland, came to  e s ta b lish  a m iss ion  

and chapel. The chapel seems to  have been co n s tru c te d  ip  the  shallow 

v a lle y , known today  as Papdale,^ beside a sm a ll s tre a m  flo w in g  n o r th ­

w e s t in to  th e  lagoon. Even a t  such an e a rly  date i t  is  l ik e ly  th a t  the 

dw ellings w ere  low  b u t s u b s ta n tia l s t ru c tu re s  made o f  rough stonew ork 

and ro o fe d  w ith  tu r f s .  The p a u c ity  o f n a tu ra l t im b e r  in  th e  islands 

r e s t r ic te d  i t s  use in  the  c o n s tru c tio n  o f bo th  bu ild ings and boats.

The succeeding cen tu ries  w itnessed  many changes in  N o rth e rn  

Europe, The Norwegian Crown held D enm arks much o f N o rth e rn
g

Scotland and, th ro ugh  m a rr ia g e , the  lin e  continued in to  Norm andy and , 

so to  the  E ng lish  th rone . D esp ite  these w idespread fa m ily  connections 

squabbles w e re  c o n s ta n tly  a r is in g  between m in o r c h ie fta in s  and a tte m p ts  

to  conquer and reconquer t e r r i t o r y  gave r is e  to  m uch s t r i f e .  K ing 

H a ra ld 's  o r ig in a l g i f t  o f the  Orkneys to  E a r l Rognvald was n o t le a s t 

among th e  sources o f tro u b le .

W ith  the  e s ta b lish m e n t o f  H ara ld  on the  Norwegian th rone  

Rognvald had rece ived  th e  g i f t  o f  lands in  M ore and Romsdalen. Thus 

when th e  earldom  o f  O rkney and Shetland was c rea ted  Rognvald found 

h im s e lf  f u l l y  occupied w ith  a f fa ir s  concerning his Norwegian p ro p e rty  

and thus  h is  b ro th e r ,  S igurd, was sen t w e s t to  govern the  is lands.

D u ring  h is ea rldom  lands w ere  won f ro m  th e  Scots in  Ross and M oray 

b u t  in  a d ispu te  w ith  a C e lt ic  c h ie f S igurd died o f blood poisoning, 

h is  leg  having been p ie rced  by the  buck to o th  o f h is s la in  opponent’s 

head. S igu rd ’s son, G u tto m  succeeded to  the  t i t l e  b u t died w ith o u t 

is s u e , th e  p ro p e r ty  re v e r t in g  to  h is  u n c le , Rognvald. Rognvald then  

gave th e  earldom  to  h is  son, H a llad , who s e t t le d  on the  Mainland, 

b u t ,  d is lik in g  the  is o la t io n , soon re tu rn e d  to  Norway leaving his b ro th e r ,  

E in a r ,  Rognvald ’s youngest son, to  rep lace him . Having de fea ted  tw o  

Danish v ik in g s , c la im a n ts  to  the  is le s , E in a r  ru le d  su cce ss fu lly  f o r  

some t im e  and ta u g h t th e  is land  in h a b ita n ts  to  use t u r f  o r  pea t as a 

fu e l.

The anc ien t odal sys tem  o f  in h e rita n ce  by p a r t i t io n  m ean t, 

how ever, th a t  the  is lands w ere o f te n  in h e r ite d  jo in t ly  by severa l sons.



Thus on the  death o f E in a r h is  th re e  sons, A r r ik e ll,  E rlend  and T h o rfin n , 

ru le d  jo in t ly  and w ere succeeded by the  fo u r  sons o f  T h o rfin n . A  period 

o f consp iracy and m u rd e r fo llow e d  b u t the  youngest o f  T h o rf in n 's  sons, 

L o d v e r, su rv ived  and was succeeded in  tu rn  by h is son, Sigurd Lodverson 

(S igurd I I  o r  S igurd the  S tout).

U p to  th is  t im e  the  V ik ings were pagan, be liev ing  in  a number 

o f  p o w e rfu l gods. However in  the  te n th  ce n tu ry  O la f Tryggveson was 

b a p tise d  in to  th e  C h r is t ia n  f a i t h  in  England and was burn ing  to  conve rt 

h is  coun trym en. On his jou rney n o r th  to  Norway in  A.D. 995 to  c la im  

th e  kingdom  he tu rn e d  in to  the  Orkneys and encountered E a r l Sigurd 

s h e lte r in g  in  Osm ondwall in  the  sou th  is les . O la f fo rc e d  the  e a r l to  

become conve rted  by th re a te n in g  to  k i l l  S igurd 's son. The son was 

tra n s p o r te d  to  Norway where he rem ained u n t i l  h is death -  an assurance 

o f  S igu rd 's  continued f a i t h  and lo y a lty .

The death o f S igurd in  A .D . 1014 caused f u r th e r  prob lem s as

to  ow nersh ip  o f  the  earldom . F o u r sons w ere  le f t ;  th re e , Sum arled,

B ru s i and E in a r ,  by the  f i r s t  w i fe ,  and T h o rfin n  by th e  second, the

daugh te r o f  K ing M a lco lm  o f  Scotland. Up to  the  death o f Sumarled
. . 7th e  is lands  w ere  divided in to  T r ith in g s  o r T h ird s  among the  e lder 

b ro th e rs  w h ile  T h o rf in n  ru le d  Caithness and Sutherland, However, on 

th e  dea th  o f  th e  e ldes t son E in a r to o k  the  spare T h ird  a lthough T h o rfin n  

c la im ed  h is  r ig h t f u l  p o rtio n . E in a r thus held the  M ainland and the  

n e a re r n o r th  and sou th  is le s  banishing the  m eeker son, B ru s i,  to  the  

o u te r  is le s  in  th e  n o rth . D u ring  th is  pe riod  the  in h a b ita n ts  grew poore r 

and fa rm s  w e re  neg lected  as E in a r oppressed them  w ith  the  burden o f 

c o n s ta n t w a r exped itions fo rc in g  them  even tua lly  to  com pla in to  the  

lo c a l c h ie fs . The d ispu te  continued even a f te r  E in a r 's  death in  A .D .

1020 a t  th e  hands o f  T h o rf in n 's  f o s te r - fa th e r  and K ing O la f was asked 

t o  d iv ide  th e  p ro p e r ty  between the  tw o  rem a in ing  earls . T h is  he d id , 

d iv id ing  th e  is lands in to  th re e  once m ore  and re ta in in g  one o f  these 

T h ird s  f o r  h im s e lf.

Some t im e  la te r  B ru s i's  son, Rognvald, who had been b rough t 

up a t  the  c o u r t  o f K ing O la f, c la im ed the  earldom  f o r  h im s e lf. I t  was 

th is  e a r l who probably e rec ted  the  church, on the  s ite  o f  the  C e lt ic

chapel, f r o m  which the  s e t t le 1*16^  though t to  have been named.



16

T he re  is  no re c o rd  o£ an e a r lie r  name in  the  Sagas b u t  Mooney

com m en ts  th a t

'. ..  i t  is  ve ry  im probab le  th a t  such a c e n tra l p lace

as K irk w a ll w ith  i t s  exce llen t o u te r  and in n e r anchorages

could have rem ained w ith o u t a Norse name to  th e  t im e
8o f  Rognvald B ru s is o n ’.

H ow ever, on e re c tio n  o f  th is  e d ific e  in  m em ory o f  h is  fo s te r - fa th e r ,

O la f  th e  H o ly , who was k ille d  in  the  b a t t le  o f  S tik le s ta d  in  A .D . 1030, 

th e  compound K irk u -v a g r  -  th e  creek o f  the  K irk  -  was adopted.

An arched doorway, the  on ly rem a ins o f  S t. O la f 's  church

is  now found along a na rrow  close branching o f f  th e  m a in  s t re e t  in

K irk w a ll.  T h is  rem n an t is  n o t, how ever, p a r t  o f  the  N orse  k ir k  w hich

seems to  have been destroyed  by f i r e  in  1529, b u t is  th e  en trance  to  the

b u ild in g  p roba b ly  e rec ted  by Bishop Reid la te r  in  the  s ix te e n th  ce n tu ry

as th e  rep la cem en t f o r  the  damaged pa rish  church. D e ta ils  o f  th is
9b u ild in g  have been recorded by S ir. H. Dryden and were p r in te d  in  one 

o f  th e  lo c a l newspapers in  the  n ine teen th  ce n tu ry .

The s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  s t ru c tu re  (F ig .10) com prised a

p a ra lle lo g ra m , 35 fe e t  x 18 fe e t  in te rn a l d im ensions, w ith  th e  long

ax is  o r ie n te d  n o r th -e a s t  to  s o u th -w e s t. The w a lls  va ried  in  th ickness:

one to  th e  sou th  being 2 fe e t  11 inches and ano the r, to  the  w e s t, 3 fe e t

6 inches. The only en trance  was on th e  south  a t  a d is tance  o f  17 fe e t

f r o m  th e  e x te rn a l w e s t angle. T h is  doorw ay, as can be seen in  P la te  1

is  3 f e e t  5 inches w ide w ith  a s e m i-c irc u la r  head and continuous m ould ings,

o f  a h o llo w , o rnam ented w ith  fo u r-le a ve d  f lo w e rs  and a f i l le te d  ro ll .

I t  is  th o u g h t th a t  the  r id g e  was about 24 fe e t  high. No tra c e  o f  o r ig in a l

w indows cou^d be found in  the  n ine teen th  ce n tu ry  and m odem  glass had

been in s e r te d  in  the  e as t and south w a lls . The in te rn a l w a lls  showed the

p o s itio n s  o f  tw o  am b rie s , b o th  openings having an ogee arch  under hood

m ould ings. The am bry  in  the  n o r th  w a ll was m o re  o rn a te  than th a t  in

th e  eas t w a ll,  being flanked  by b u ttre s s e s  w ith  f in ia ls .  A few  fe e t  eas t
11

o f  th e  en trance  was a stoup o r  p isc ina  . The deco ra tion , noted by D ryden , 

in d ic a te s  the  use o f  a G oth ic  s ty le ,  s im ila r  to  th a t  found in  la te r  p a r ts  o f  

th e  ca th e d ra l and thus the  com ple te  rebu ild ing  o f  the  o ld e r church is ind ica ted .



To the  sou th  o f  the  chapel was the  graveyard. W ith  the  adoption o f 

the  ca th e d ra l as the  pa rish  church in  the  la te  s ix te e n th  ce n tu ry  St. O laf 

was abandoned and f e l l  in to  d is re p a ir. However, i t  has a lso been used 

as a poor-house , a c a rp e n te r 's  shop and warehouse and a dwelling-house 

in  th e  succeeding cen tu ries .

E a r l Rognvald s e tt le d  in  K irk w a ll and presum ably b u i l t ,  in  

a d d itio n  to  the  church , a ca s tle  o r h a ll to  accom m odate h im s e lf and his 

tro o p s . The Sagas note :

'. . . .E a r l  Rognvald res ided in  K irk w a ll,  and b rough t

th e re  a ll necess ities  f o r  the  w in te r ;  he had a
. 1 2

g re a t num ber o f men and e n te rta in e d  them  lib e ra l ly . ’

No d e ta il o f  th is  s tru c tu re  is  availab le a lthough i t  is  presum ed to  have 

been on h igher ground to  the  so u th -w e s t o f the  ham le t.

The Sagas in d ica te  th a t  a t  th is  p o in t in  h is to ry  the  ham le t 

was a rranged along the  shores o f the  bay and lagoon as described.

Changes had occu rred  w ith  the  e s ta b lishm en t o f the  ea rldom , however, 

and du ring  th e  e leventh  c e n tu ry  the  f i r s t  o f severa l pub lic build ings was 

e re c te d . T h is  s e t the  p a t te rn  to  be fo llow e d  by o th e r ea rls  during the  

succeeding ce n tu r ie s : a p a t te rn  th a t  was to  re s u lt  in  the  development 

o f  an urban com m u n ity  r ic h ly  endowed bo th  c u ltu ra lly  and a rc h ite c tu ra lly . 

I t  m ay seem strange  th a t ,  a t  such a co m p a ra tive ly  e a rly  d a te , a 

c o m m e rc ia l and e c c le s ia s tic a l ce n tre  had developed in  th is  re m o te  is land 

com m un ity . S im ila r  c e n tre s , fa m i l ia r  enough in  p a r ts  o f England, were 

r e s t r ic te d  in  Scotland to  the  c e n tra l low land zone a t  th is  date. W ith  the 

continued m ig ra t io n  o f  C e lt ic  m iss io n a rie s  no rthw a rds  among the  rocky  

p ro m o n to r ie s  and is lands o f f  the  w e s t coast o f B r ita in  an awareness o f 

a s p ir i tu a l ex is tence  was b roug h t to  the  iso la te d  pagan com m unities.

T h is , to g e th e r  w ith  so c ia l in te rc o u rs e  f ro m  the  voyagings o f  exp lo re rs  

and re fugees w ith in  Europe led to  a b lossom ing o f  c u ltu ra l l i fe .  I t  was 

in e v ita b le , th e re fo re ,  th a t  s e t t le r s  in  the  Orkneys would b rin g  some o f 

th is  knowledge w ith  them  and in  the  f e r t i l e  low lands an advanced 

a g r ic u ltu ra l economy would be estab lished. W ith in  th is  phys ica l 

env iro nm en t a surp lus was ava ilab le  f ro m  bo th  land and sea to  support 

a s m a ll b u t l iv e ly  se c tio n  o f the  com m un ity  occupied w ith  n o n -a g ric u ltu ra l 

p u rs u its . W ith  the  a r r iv a l o£ the  Norse in  the  n in th  ce n tu ry  the  e x is tin g



s e t t le r s  w ere organised in to  townships paying re n t in  land and money 

f o r  th e  su p p o rt o f  the  governm ent as w e ll as the  church. The presence 

o f the  e a r l and his troops  emphasised the  need f o r  a la rg e r  s e ttle m e n t 

and i t  is  n a tu ra l to  suppose th a t  one o f the  m o s t a t t r a c t iv e  centres 

w ould have been the  f is h in g  ham le t in  the  c e n tra l Mainland. S he lte r 

and defence , plus means o f escape by sea, were necess ities  f o r  the  

e a r l,  espec ia lly  during the  m ore troub lesom e pe riods , and these needs 

in  t u r n  a t t ra c te d  a com m un ity  o f c ra fts m e n  -  m asons, ca rp e n te rs , 

b o a t-b u ild e rs  -  to  the  shores o f the  lagoon. The wanderings o f the  

V ik in g s  them se lves g re a tly  enhanced the  l i f e  in  the  is lands.

C h r is t ia n ity  on a broader scale was in troduced  because o f a chance 

encoun te r w ith  K ing O la f, and the  presence o f a P a ris  scho la r was la te r  

to  have an in fluence  on the  design and bu ild ing  o f th e  ca thedra l.

In d iv id u a l p e rso n a litie s  w ere  to  channel the  developm ent o f  the  islands 

in  succeeding cen tu rie s  as w i l l  be shown b u t by the  e leventh  cen tu ry  the 

N orse in fluence  was s u f f ic ie n t  to  provide the  m om entum  f o r  continued 

expansion.

V a rious e a rls  succeeded Rognvald I and, a lm o s t a cen tu ry  

la t e r ,  h is  namesake was responsib le  f o r  the  nex t m a jo r developm ent, 

t h a t  o f  th e  ca thed ra l ded icated to  St. Magnus.

Towards the  beginning o f the  tw e l f t h  ce n tu ry  Magnus 

re tu rn e d  to  th e  is lands f ro m  th e  S c o ttis h  c o u r t to  c la im  his share o f 

th e  earldom  f ro m  his cousin, Hakon. The s a in tly  Magnus, having re fused  

to  f ig h t  w ith  Hakon, l e f t  to  v is i t  the  E ng lish  c o u rt o f H enry I ,  re tu rn in g  

th e  fo llo w in g  yea r w ith  w arsh ips armed. The co u n c illo rs , however, 

b ro u g h t about a re c o n c ilia tio n  between the  cousins and th is  was to  be 

f in a lis e d  a t  E g ilshay in  E a s te r  week, each e a r l com ing w ith  tw o  ships 

and an equal num ber o f men. Hakon, how ever, summoned a g re a te r  fo rc e  

and M agnus, knowing h im s e lf to  be outnum bered, w en t to  the  church to  

p ra y  b e fo re  p lacing h im s e lf a t  Hakon's m ercy . When they  m e t Magnus 

o f fe re d  his cousin th re e  choices: f i r s t l y ,  th a t  he w en t south  to  Rome 

and Jerusalem  to  make a tonem ent f o r  bo th  th e ir  sou ls , swearing never 

to  r e tu rn ;  secondly, th a t  he be sen t to  im p riso nm e n t in  Scotland, and, 

la s t ly ,  th a t  he be m aim ed and th ro w n  in  a dungeon f o r  the  re s t  o f his 

l i f e .  A lth ough  the  E a r l was s a t is f ie d  w ith  the  la s t  suggestion the



c h ie fta in s  would agree to  nothing s h o rt o f m u rd e r and the  E a r l's  cook 

was e ve n tu a lly  persuaded to  k i l l  Magnus. Magnus prayed and issued the 

cook w ith  o rders  to ’... s tand , thou be fo re  me and hew me on the  head 

a g re a t wound, f o r  i t  beseems no t to  chop o f f  c h ie f's  heads lik e  th ieve s '. 

Magnus was m urdered in  A .D. 1116 and Hakon, having tra v e lle d  to  Rome 

and Jerusalem  to  cleanse his sou l, became an exce lle n t ru le r .

Six years p r io r  to  his death Magnus' s is te r  had m a rr ie d  K o l, 

a N orw egian baron and th e ir  son, K a li,  was h e ir  to  h is  unc le 's  h a lf  o f 

th e  earldom . In  A .D . 1129 King Sigurd o f Norway co n firm e d  the  c la im  

g iv ing  K a li the  t i t l e  o f E a r l and the  name o f Rognvald. Hakon's su rv iv ing  

son P a u l, how ever, was allowed to  rem a in  sole e a r l f o r  a num ber o f 

yea rs  b e fo re , on K o l's  advice, an embassy was sen t to  Orkney to  press 

th e  c la im . Paul re fu sed  to  acknowledge the  cha llenger and Rognvald's 

m essengers continued sou th  to  seek he lp , f o r  th e  ensuing b a t t le ,  among 

th e  S c o tt is h  ch ie fs . B e fo re  the  b a t t le  K o l gave his son the  fo llo w in g  

advice:

'...Seek help whence i t  is  abundant, f o r  I  th in k  th a t  he

m ay g ra n t thee th y  rea lm  who had i t  by r ig h t  -  I

mean St. Magnus the  E a r l,  th y  uncle. I  desire  th a t ,

t o  p rovide  f o r  h is  g ran tin g  thee the  a n c e s tra l lands

th a t  are th in e , and w ere h is , thou make a vow to  have

a church o f stone b u i l t  a t  K irk w a ll in  the  Orkneys when

thou  ga ines t th a t  re a lm , so th a t  th e re  be n o t a m ore

m a g n ific e n t in  th e  land; and le t  i t  be endowed so th a t

th e  fo u n d a tio n  m ay increase , and th a t  i t  m ay be b rough t
14

h is  re B c s , and w ith  them  the  Episcopal Seat.'

The vow was made f i r m  and sure. Rognvald was successfu l and, w ith o u t 

bloodshed, E a r l P au l rem oved to  Rousay, leaving the  h a ll a t  K irk w a ll 

f o r  Rognvald.

Thus in  A .D . 1137 S t. Magnus C a the d ra l, th e  m o s t considerable 

m onum ent e re c te d  during  the  Norse occupation, was s ta r te d ,  ranking 

w ith  Glasgow C a thedra l as one o f the  tw o  f in e s t  and m o s t com plete o f 

th e  ca th e d ra l churches in  Scotland (P la tes  2 & 3). K o l, the  e a r l's  fa th e r ,  

was e n tru s te d  w ith  the  o rgan isa tion  o f the  c o n s tru c tio n  o f the  ca thedra l 

and i t  was on a s ite  on h igher ground to  the  south  o f Papdale b u t towards
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the  shores o f the  Oyce th a t  a rc h ite c ts  and bu ilde rs  gathered th e ir  

m a te ria ls ,, I t  is  though t l ik e ly  th a t  K o l b rough t his bu ilde rs  f ro m  

N orw ay a lthough the  ca thedra l displays noth ing  d is t in c t iv e ly  Norse 

e ith e r  in  i t s  technique o r in  i t s  design, resem bling ra th e r  the  w o rk  

o f Durham  masons. Th is lin k  w ith  the  south  is  n o t su rp r is in g  when 

one considers th a t  Bishop W illia m  the  O ld, a P a ris  scho la r then  

re s id e n t in  K irk w a ll,  would have undoubtedly seen some o f the  

p r in c ip le  Norm an churches in  Franee and England and th a t  Ko l 

h im s e lf  would probably be fa m i l ia r  w ith  the  re c e n tly  com pleted 

C a the d ra l a t  Stavanger. In  a d d itio n , w ith  the  in tro d u c tio n  o f 

C h r is t ia n ity  to  Norway Eng lish  bishops had been appoin ted , S tavanger, 

f o r  in s ta n ce , having a bishop f ro m  W in ch e s te r, and Englishm en and 

Scotsm en were responsib le f o r  bu ild ing  a num ber o f Norwegian churches 

and abbeys.

The o rig in a l design was f o r  a c ru c ifo rm  Romanesque church

co m p ris in g , f i r s t l y ,  an a is led  nave, e ig h t bays in  leng th ; secondly,
15

n o r th  and sou th  tra n s e p ts ,  each w ith  an eas t apsid io le ; and la s t ly ,  

a c h o ir  o f  th re e  bays, te rm in a tin g  in  a c e n tra l apse and having aisles 

th a t  w e re  square-ended e x te rn a lly . The ch o ir and nave, excluding the 

apse was to  have been 130 fe e t  in  leng th . I t  is  l ik e ly  th a t  tow e rs  were 

planned a t  the  w e s t end o f the  nave a is les and above the  cros s ing, and 

th e  founda tions  o f a c lo is te r  on the  south  side o f the  nave have been 

d iscovered. The m a te r ia l employed on the  bu ild ing  is  the  loca l fla g s to n e , 

used as ru b b le , w ith  dressings o f fre e s to n e  f ro m  the  Head o f Holland, 

th re e  m ile s  away, and f ro m  the  is land o f Eday. The w e s t gable, 

how ever, is  m a in ly  red  a s h la r  a lthough a lte rn a te  red and w h ite  bands 

produce an in te re s t in g  polychrom e e f fe c t  in  the  m ouldings o f the  w est 

doorways.

The founda tions  w ere la id  as a s ing le ope ra tion  b u t w o rk  on 

th e  w a lls  and p ie rs  commenced a t  the  eas t end proceeding w estw ard  

as f a r  as the  tw o  e a s te r ly  bays o f  the  nave a is les and the  tw o  e a s te r ly  

p ie rs  o f the  nave arcade. The e a r lie s t  m asonry was b u i l t  w ith o u t a 

p l in th  and e x te rn a l b u ttre s s e s  are m a in ly  confined to  the  heavy south 

nave w a ll. By the  m idd le  o f the  tw e l f th  cen tu ry  the  cho ir and tran sep ts  

had been com ple ted (F ig. 11).



A  h a lt  in  progress fo llow ed  as, by A 0D0 1144, available

funds had been exhausted, K o l suggested th a t  a ba rga in  be sealed

betw een E a r l Rognvald and the  landowners. Since E a r l S igurd I I  Orkney

peasant p ro p r ie to rs  had no t been in  possession o f th e ir  odal r ig h ts ,

having to  pay a casua lty  to  the  E a r l on succeeding to  th e ir  h e r ita b le
16p ro p e rty , K o l proposed th a t  on paym ent o f  one m e rk  f o r  each

17
p lough’s land (plough-gang) in  the  area o f th e ir  re sp e c tive  holdings

th e y  should become fre e h o ld e rs  enjoying the  anc ien t odal r ig h ts

independent o f  the  ea rl. Orkneyinga Saga re p o r ts  th a t :

' . . . .A l l  w ere w e ll pleased, and th ence fo rw a rd  th e re  was no la ck  o f

m oney f o r  the  bu ild ing  o f the  church and i t  became a m a g n ific e n t 
18

s t r u c tu r e 1.

When w o rk  was resum ed a T ra n s itio n a l s ty le  had replaced 

th e  o r ig in a l Romanesque.

'••..R ognva ld1 s (K o l’s) plan has served as a guide f o r  

the  e n tire  s t ru c tu r a l developm ent; and, w ith  a 

re s p e c t f o r  th e  a lready e x is tin g , th a t  is  uncommon 

in  th e  M iddle A g es , subsequent a rc h ite c ts , one a f te r  

the  o th e r , have adapted th e ir  own s ty le  to  th a t  o f the

fo u n d e r, w ith o u t ,  how ever, to  any g re a t e x te n t
......................................19

renouncing th e ir  a r t i s t i c  in d iv id u a lity 1.

The new T ra n s it io n a l design is  found in  the  e a s te rn  chapels o f the

tra n s e p ts ,  b u i l t  A .D . 1160 -  1200, and w ith in  the  same period  the

upper window in  th e  n o r th  tra n s e p t gable was re b u ilt  and the  crossing

was th o u g h t to  have been com p le te ly  re c o n s tru c te d , A  c e r ta in  am ount

o f  c o n f l ic t  e x is ts ,  rega rd ing  th is  re c o n s tru c tio n , Dryden and M eyer

agree th a t  th e  lo w e r p a r t  o f  the  to w e r is  la te  tw e l f th  c e n tu ry , and

th e  upper p a r t  th ir te e n th  c e n tu ry , b u t K e r r  argues th a t

'. . . . th e  rem ova l and rebu ild ing  o f  such a heavy mass

o f m asonry  as the  c e n tra l to w e r would ta x  the

s k i l l  o f  the  masons o f th a t  t im e ; and unless the

to w e r had fa lle n  (which i t  did no t) i t  seems u n like ly
20

th a t  anyone would dream  o f ta k in g  i t  down,'

T h ree  th e o rie s  are in  vogue: the  f i r s t  suggestion is  th a t  the  Norm an 

p ie rs  o f the  to w e r were re —chise lled  w ith  the  T ra n s itio n a l m ouldings,
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the  second th a t  the old p ie rs  were encased in  T ra n s itio n a l m ould ings, 

and, la s t ly  th a t  the  o rig in a l Norman p ie rs  were rem oved and new p ie rs 

e re c te d  in  T ra n s it io n a l s ty le  upon old foundations. I f  th is  la t t e r  were 

th e  case i t  was a daring opera tion  and re s u lte d  in  the  e re c tio n  o f the 

e x is tin g  cross ing  p ie rs  and arches w ith  enough o f the  to w e r to  rece ive 

th e  ro o f  ridges. This enabled a fu tu re  extension to  bo th  cho ir and nave 

to  be planned.

By A .D . 1180 w o rk  on the  nave had progressed as f a r  as the  

s ix th  bay w estw a rd  f ro m  the  tra n se p ts  and the  a is le  w a lls  had been 

b u i l t  up to  the  tops o f the  windows. A t  th is  stage a te m p o ra ry  gable 

was e re c te d  to  enable the  com ple tion  o f  the  s ix  bays. (F ig . 12).

B y  the  beginning o f the  th ir te e n th  c e n tu ry  the  a is le  w a lls

and n o r th  doorway had been com pleted. The nave, t r i f  o rium  and c le re s to re y

had been co n s tru c te d  a t  a s lig h t ly  lo w e r le v e l than  those o f the  cho ir

and tra n s e p ts  and s ix  bays o f  the  nave and a is les w ere covered w ith
21

q u a d r ip a r t ite  va u lts . The plan to  include v a u ltin g  in  th e  nave 

rep laced the  in tended open wooden ro o f, (P la te  4).

A t  th is  t im e  the  o r ig in a l scheme f o r  the  w e s t f r o n t  was

abandoned and a new design, even tua lly  com pleted tw o  ce n tu rie s  la te r ,

was commenced. A  s im ila r  a lte ra t io n  was e ffe c te d  on the  cho ir.

P r io r  to  A .D . 1250 the  apse a t  the  eas t end o f Rognvald's ch o ir  was

rem oved and th re e  bays w ere  added w ith  a s t ra ig h t  eas t gable. L ike

those  in  the  nave the  a is les w ere vau lted  b u t the  ch o ir i t s e l f  had an

open wooden ro o f.  H igh v a u lts  were in s e rte d  over Romanesque bays

and extended above the  th re e  new bays. Because o f the  change o f s ty le

th e  w a ll-heads o f  th e  o lde r se c tio n  o f the  cho ir had to  be ra ised . The

R oyal C om m ission In v e n to ry  s ta te s  th a t  " . . . . a rc h ite c tu ra l d e ta il o f
22

th e  new bays suggest a design by a F rench  a rc h ite c t "  and m ay have 

been executed in  p a r t  by F rench  masons.

The succeeding ce n tu ry  w itnessed  the  ra is in g  o f  the  crossing

to w e r  to  th e  le v e l o f  the  b e ll cham ber and the  to w e r i t s e l f  was probably
23

com ple ted  w ith  a B a rt iz a n  and sp ire  (P la te  5).

B y  th e  a d d itio n  o f  th re e  bays to  the  ch o ir the  w e s te rn  lim b  

had lo s t  i t s  due le ng th  in  p ro p o rtio n  to  the  e a s t5 and when the  cho ir
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was nearing  com p le tion , extension to  a new w est gable was s ta r te d  to
24

re ta in  th e  naza re th  cross plan. I t  is  n o t known how long the  tem pora ry  

w e s t gable rem ained standing although Dryden concludes th a t  the  

o r ig in a l w e s t w a ll o f the  nave (b u ilt  in  th e  th ir te e n th  c e n tu ry  in  th e  

th i r d  s ty le )  was und is tu rbed  and u n t i l  the  p re s e n t gable was e rec ted  

in  th e  fo u r th  p e rio d , outs ide the  old one, i t  was l e f t  standing.

*... A  considerable t im e  elapsed between th e  f in is h in g  o f  the
. 2 5

w e s t face  and the  f in is h in g  o f  the  in se rtio n *.

M e ye r d isagrees th a t  th e  old te m p o ra ry  w e s t f r o n t  was l e f t  standing 

a f t e r  th e  new gable was com ple ted and a t t r ib u te s  th e  lo w e r p o r t io n  o f  

th e  w e s t f r o n t  -  poss ib ly  s ta r te d  in  A .D . 1250 -  to  Bishop H enry , w h ile  

th e  eas tw a rd  extension was in  p rog ress . A lthough the  gable was n o t 

com p le ted  u n t i l  th e  t im e  o f  Bishop Thomas T u llo ch , c. 1460, th e  

po lychrom e doorways a re  poss ib ly  th ir te e n th  ce n tu ry . (P la te  6).

'...T h e  lo f t y  w e s t gable r is e s  grand ly f ro m  th e

ground, and e xh ib its  some la te r  w ork in  a g lo rious  

t r ip le  p o r ta l o f  th ir te e n th  c e n tu ry  da te , and overhead 

a la te r  tra c e d  window above which th e  gable is  rea red  

skyward*. ^

W ith  th e  com p le tion  o f th is  gable the  tw o  adjo in ing bays o f  th e  nave 

and a is les  w ere b u i l t ,  the  w o rk  proceeding f ro m  w e s t to  eas t. These 

bays p lus th a t  to  the  w e s t o f the  te m p o ra ry  gable rem a in  unvau lted , 

th e  v a u lt  having been rem oved f ro m  th e  th ir d  bay. The a is le  w a lls  

w e re  then  b u ttre s s e d . (F ig . 13).

The C a th e d ra l was even tua lly  com pleted some th re e  and a 

q u a r te r  ce n tu rie s  a f te r  i t s  founda tion . F u r th e r  a lte ra t io n s  were o f  

a m in o r  c h a ra c te r. In th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  th e  w est e x te rn a l doorway 

in  th e  south  a is le  was rep laced w h ile  m u llion s  were in s e rte d  in  the  

e a s t w indow o f  th e  c h o ir ,  and th e  gab le t surrounding th e  c e n tra l doorway 

in  th e  w e s t gable was repa ire d . In  1671 th e  s p ire  was s tru c k  by  

lig h tn in g ,  being rep laced by  a p y ra m id a l wooden ro o f .  The fa b r ic  having 

undergone a se ries  o f  re p a irs  and renova tions , p a r t ic u la r ly  in  th e  la s t  

c e n tu ry , is  now experiencing m a jo r re p a ir  due to  excessive m ovem ent 

ou tw a rd s  o f  th e  w e s t f r o n t  and the  tw o  adjacent bays.



The e f fe c t  o f  the  e rec tion  o f  such a s t ru c tu re  w ith in  the

O rcad ian landscape was undoubtedly d ra m a tic . M eye r s ta te s  th a t

*...S t. Magnus C a thedra l is  th e  grandest bu ild ing

in  the  Orkneys ... . . . .  the  m ig h t ie s t  m onum ent

l e f t  by  th e  Norsemen in  th e  w e s t, n e x t to

T rondhjem  C a thedra l th e  o ldes t m onum ent
27o f  the  whole o f  anc ien t N orw ay1, 

and K e r r  a d m its  th a t

*...w ork  o f  th is  o rd e r is  ra re  in  Scotland, and in

K irk w a ll we have th e  m o s t success fu l t re a tm e n t 
28

in  the  c o u n try 1.

Though one o f  the  s m a lle s t in  B r ita in  i t  gives a t  f i r s t  s ig h t an 

im p re ss io n  o f  im m ense size and in  f a c t  p rov ides an im p o r ta n t  landm ark 

f r o m  m any po in ts  in  bo th  the  n o rth  and south  isles.. The le ng th  and 

h e ig h t have been exaggerated w hile  th e  w id th  is  reduced to  g ive the  

i l lu s io n  o f  a to w e rin g  s t ru c tu re .  In  th e  nave th e  h e igh t o f  th e  va u ltin g  

is  71 fe e t  w h ile  th e  w id th  between th e  p i l la r s  is  less  than  17 fe e t .

I t  is  unusual to o  in  the  use o f  co loured stonew ork. A lthough th e re  is  

evidence th a t  th e  in te r io r  was, a t  one t im e ,  covered w ith  p la s te r  on 

w hich fre sco e s  were p a in ted , th e  p re s e n t exposure o f  th e  red  fre e s to n e  

g ives th e  C a th e d ra l, espec ia lly  w ith  th e  rays  o f  th e  la te  a fte rn o o n  sun 

lig h t in g  th e  p i l la r s ,  a w a rm th  and l i f e  o f  i t s  own.

The bu ild ing  under th e  d ire c t io n  o f K o l and la te r  under o th e r 

a rc h ite c ts  and many bishops would have employed a la rg e  num ber o f  

m en , adding g re a t ly  to  th e  in h a b ita n ts  o f  S t. O la. Experienced 

c ra fts m e n  w ere  im p o rte d  f ro m  o th e r p a r ts  o f  B r ita in  and th e  

c o n tin e n t and these  included m asons, hew ers, c a rp e n te rs , quarrym en 

and boa tm en f o r  t ra n s p o r t in g  th e  fre e s to n e  to  th e  C a the d ra l s ite .

I t  is  l ik e ly ,  how ever, th a t  a l l o r  m o s t o f  th e  unsk illed  workm en would 

have been re c ru ite d  lo c a lly .

I t  is  th o u g h t probable  th a t  w ith in  th re e  o r  fo u r  years o f  the  

fo u n d a tio n  o f  th e  C a th e d ra l, enough was b u i l t  to  a llow  i t s  consecra tion 

and Bishop W illia m  had th e  re lic s  o f  S t. Magnus b roug h t f ro m  th e  o lder 

c a th e d ra l in  B irs a y . The S h o rt Magnus Saga reco rds th e  event



. . . Bishop W illia m  fa re d  ( fro m  B irsa y ) east to

K irk w a ll w ith  a w o rth y  company, and b rough t

th ith e r  the  halidom o f E a rl Magnus. The shrine

was s e t on the  a lta r  th a t  is  in  the  church th e re

(St, O la f's ), The m a rk e t tow n  o f  K irk w a ll had

then  f  ew houses, b u t i t  has since spread o u t much.

T h ith e r  a f te r  th a t  fa re d  many men and w atched

th e re  in  the  church a t the  halidom  and g o t cured

f o r  th e ir  a ilm en ts  i f  they  vowed to  E a r l Magnus 
29

w ith  tru e  fa i th '.

O rkneyinga Saga includes a long l i s t  o f p ilg r im s  v is it in g  th is  spo t and 

th e  need f o r  accom m odation f o r  bo th  these v is i to rs  and the  men 

employed in  the  bu ild ing  opera tions gave an exce lle n t s t a r t  to  the  

g ro w th  o f  the  town.

W ith  the  rem ova l o f the  rem ains o f St. Magnus f ro m  B irs a y  

to  i t s  even tua l re s tin g  place near the  C a thedra l a l ta r  the  b ishop ric  

was t ra n s fe r re d  to  the  b u s tlin g  tow n  o f K irk w a ll.  The appo in tm ent by 

B ishop W illia m  o f e c c le s ia s tic a l o f f ic ia ls  f o r  the  C a thedra l necess ita ted  

th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f re s id e n tia l bu ild ings f o r  them  and i t  is  lik e ly  th a t ,  

s h o r t ly  a f t e r  the  founda tions o f the  C athedra l had been la id ,  w o rk  

commenced on a B ishop 's Palace some f o r t y  yards to  the  south.

Haakon Haakonsson's Saga re la te s  how, on h is jou rney n o rth  

a f t e r  h is d e fe a t a t  the  b a t t le  o f La rgs  in  O ctober 1263, the  K ing 

reached K irk w a ll and to o k  up residence in  the  B ishop's Palace f o r  the 

w in te r .  F ro m  the  Saga i t  seem s th a t  the  bu ild ing  consisted o f a tw o -  

s to re ye d  h a ll w ith  an adjo in ing chamber. The B ishop 's chapel, a 

sepa ra te  b u ild in g , is  a lso m entioned. D uring  the  w in te r  K ing Haakon 

became i l l  and died in  the  cham ber a ttached  to  the  Palace, h is  body 

re c e iv in g  te m p o ra ry  b u r ia l in  the  C a thedra l ch o ir u n t i l  i t  could be 

rem oved to  Bergen the  fo llo w in g  spring .

A n  exam ina tion  o f the  fa b r ic  re ve a ls , in  the  low er leve ls 

a t  le a s t,  m arked s im ila r i t ie s  to  the  C athedra l. The low er p a r t  o f the 

re c ta n g u la r  h a ll (F ig . 14) is  b u i l t ,  except f o r  the  dressed w o rk , 

e n t ir e ly  o f  reg u la rly  coursed flags tone s . The narrow  loopholes in  the



o u te r  w a ll o f  the  Palace open tow ards the  in te r io r  where they  are 

b u i l t  o f  red  and ye llow  fre e s to n e s  in  a lte rn a tin g  bands. The w a lls  

o f  fla g s to n e s  and dressed fre e s to n e s , a l l c a re fu lly  squared and 

arranged a t the  quoins o r  angles, are id e n tic a l to  th e  m asonry in  the  

o ld e s t p a r ts  o f  the  C a thedra l w here, as has a lready been no ted , 

po lych rom e decora tion  was a fe a tu re  o f  the  e a rly  b u ild in g , th e  

techn ique  cu lm in a tin g  d ra m a tic a lly  in  th e  w e s t doorways o f  th e  

th ir te e n th  cen tu ry . O th e r in d ica tio n s  o f  tw e l f th  c e n tu ry  c o n s tru c tio n  

a re  found in  the  occurrence o f  sm a ll squared holes in  th e  o u te r w a lls . 

These were f o r  th e  a tta ch m e n t o f s c a ffo ld in g , on com p le tion  o f  th e  

b u ild in g  the  wooden beams being savm o f f  in s ide  and outs ide . Decay 

o f  th e  wood has re s u lte d  in  th e  p re se n t openings.

B y  1320, how ever, i t  is  recorded th a t  th e  Bishop *s Palace

was
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f. . . . f o r  th e  m o s t p a r t  in  ru in s * 

due to  neg lec t and a lien a tion  o f th e  diocesan revenues. P e riods  o f  

re b u ild in g  fo llo w e d , the  m o s t im p o r ta n t being in  1550 under B ishop 

R eid and c. 1600 by E a r l P a tr ic k  S te w a rt. The la te r  c o n s tru c tio n s  are 

e a s ily  recogn isab le  f ro m  a s tudy o f  th e  in te r io r .  The ou tw a rd  

m ovem ent o f  th e  w e s t w a ll n ece ss ita te d  the  e re c tio n  o f  la rg e  

b u ttre s s e s  and the  upper w a lling  was replaced. The m asonry in  th is  

s e c tio n  d i f f e r s  m arke d ly  f ro m  th e  basem ent le ve ls . The arrangem ent 

o f  stones is  haphazard, the  stones them selves va ry ing  in  shape, size 

and co lour. A t  th e  quoins no a t te m p t has been made to  square o f f  th e  

s tones and no re g u la r  cours ing  is  to  be seen. Remains o f the  v a u ltin g  

c a r r ie d  o u t by B ishop R e id in  th e  lo w e r f lo o rs  e x h ib it a m ore regu la r 

a rra n g e m e n t o f  s tonew ork.

The m o s t s ig n if ic a n t  c o n s tru c tio n  o f the  s ix te e n th  ce n tu ry  

under B ishop R e id  is  th e  la rg e  c ir c u la r  to w e r  a t  the  n o r th -w e s t co m e r 

o f  th e  h a ll (P la te  7). The basem ent o f  the  to w e r , a vau lted  c e lla r  l i t  

on ly  b y  th re e  gunloops, is  en te red  f ro m  the  n o rth m o s t c e lla r  under th e  

h a ll.  T he re  is  no connection between th is  room  and th e  square chamber 

above, th e  la t t e r  being approached f ro m  the  m ain  h a ll. T h is  unvaulted 

cham ber, l i t  by  tw o  windows, and having a f ire -p la c e ,  w a ll-p resses and



a p r iv y  was probably the B ishop’s p riv a te  room  o r so la r.

C om m unica tion  w ith  the upper room s was e ffe c te d  by a s p ira l 

s ta irc a s e  enclosed in  the w a ll a t  the south angle o f the  so la r. The 

room s in  the  upper to w e r are s im ila r  to  th a t  on the  f i r s t  f lo o r ,  

excep t th a t  th e  th ir d  f lo o r  room has no fire p la c e . The s ta ir  continues 

up to  a w a ll w a lk  surrounding the  square g a r re t  s to re y  o f th e  tow e r.

T h is  defensive parapet supported on a double row  o f co rbe ls , appears 

to  have been roo fed  -  an e x tra  p ro te c tio n  aga inst the  Orcadian w eather. 

The w e ll-co u rse d  e x te r io r  m asonry o f the  to w e r is  punctua ted w ith  

em brasures f o r  a r t i l le r y ,  while fac ing  Palace Road are tw o  s c u lp tu ra l 

e lem en ts  (P la te  8). The r ig h t-hand  one shows a sh ie ld  o f a rm s in  high 

r e l ie f  -  supposed to  be those o f Bishop Reid. The o th e r scu lp tu re  is  o f 

a b ishop, h is  m it re  re s tin g  on the low desk in  f r o n t  o f  th e  f ig u re . The 

whole is  enclosed in  a G oth ic niche, the  w h ite  fre e s to n e  f ig u re  co n tra s tin g  

w ith  the  surrounding red  fre e s to n e  m ouldings. The s ty le  and cond ition  

o f th is  scu lp tu re  suggests th a t  i t  is  a th ir te e n th  c e n tu ry  c re a tio n  

in s ta lle d  in  the  w a ll by Bishop Reid.

In  1568 the B ishop’s Palace came in to  th e  possession o f 

E a r l R o b e rt S t e w a rt by a deed o f excambion w ith  B ishop B o thw e ll.

The Ep iscopal Palace was re co n s tru c te d  by h is son, E a r l P a tr ic k  

S te w a rt,  be fo re  being tra n s fe r re d  to  Bishop James Law in  1607. The 

E a r l was responsib le f o r  the  rea rrangem ent o f  the  h a ll and i t s  

ex tens ion  to  the  south. He fu r th e r  lowered the  f lo o r  le ve l o f  the  h a ll 

w h ich  necess ita ted  a s im ila r  low ering  o f tw o  f ire -p la c e s  and the  

re m o va l o f  Reid 's vau lting . The h a ll was divided in to  fo u r  chambers 

and th e  upper s to re y , o r ig in a lly  conta in ing bed cham bers, was likew ise  

rearranged. I t  is  lik e ly  th a t  E a r l P a tr ic k  also provided a g a r re t.

To the  south o f the  h a ll the  E a r l added an ex tens ion  th a t  

o r ig in a lly  fo rm e d  an arcaded loggia o f tw o  bays w ith  a couple o f s to re ys  

o f  hab itab le  room s above. The arcade was la te r  b u i l t  up and a window 

and door w ere  provided on the w e s t side. The second f lo o r  o f  the  

ex tens ion  had la rge  o rie ls  on e ith e r  s ide , c a rr ie d  on baske t co rbe lling  

s im ila r  to  th a t  found on his own Palace nearby. Gunloops were 

prov ided  in  the  m asonry o f these windows. C orbels were also in troduced  

in  th e  m a in  h a ll a t  th is  t im e  to  support E a r l P a t r ic k ’s la te r  ce iling .
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The ha ll i t s e l f  was only p a r t o£ the  B ishop's Palace, The 

Sagas m e n tion  a separate chapel and the  rem ains o f a square to w e r 

have been found to  the east o f Reid ’s round to w e ra Belonging to  the 

g a rr is o n  side o f the  Palace, th is  tow er m o s t lik e ly  contained the  Massy 

M ore  o r dungeon, and has bequeathed i t s  name to  the  neighbouring tow er 

in  th e  fo rm  "'Moosie Tow er", The O f f ic ia l Guide to  the  m onum ent 

m en tion s  in  add ition  to  the chapel, tw o  square to w e rs . One, ca lled the 

Mense Tow er was o f g rea t size w ith  tu r r e t te d  corners and was probably 

used as a bishop's manse.

Passing f ro m  the n o rth  gable o f the  h a ll to  one o f th e  square 

to w e rs  was the  m ain entrance to  the episcopal p re c in c t. Known as the  

W a te rg a te , th is  la rge round-arched opening can be seen in  e a r ly  engraved 

v iew s o f the  C athedra l area. During the  w idening o f the  s t r e e t  in  1877, 

how ever, the  arch was removed and re b u ilt  in  the  eas t w a ll o f the  Palace. 

The im provem ents w rought by E a r l P a tr ic k  w ere o f s h o r t d u ra tio n  as in  

th e  re b e llio n  o f 1614 the Bishop's and E a r l's  Palaces w ere seized by the  

E a r l 's  son, R obert S tew a rt and w e re , w ith  his rem o va l, allowed to  f a l l  

in to  decay.

The development o f an e cc le s ia s tica l ce n tre  in  the  la t t e r  p a r t  

o f  the  tw e l f th  cen tu ry  on h igher ground to  the  sou th  o f the  o r ig in a l 

h a m le t re s u lte d  in  a d iv is ion  o f the  tow n in to  tw o  d is t in c t  d is t r ic t s  

(F ig.15), A lthough i t  is  im possib le to  say when th is  was f i r s t  no ted , 

th e  sepa ra tion  between the  b ishopric  s e ttle m e n ts  to  the  sou th  o f  the  

C a th e d ra l, in  w hat has come to  be known as the  Lave ro ck , and the  e a r l's  

o r  k in d 's  tow n around the  shore -line  dwellings and the  e a r l's  c a s t le , gave
t?

r is e ,  a t  a com para tive ly  e a rly  da te , to  a m arked fu n c t io n a l zonation.

Thus the  com m erc ia l cen tre  continued to  grow around the  lagoon although 

th e re  would have been a change in  emphasis f ro m  the  o r ig in a l f is h in g  

economy to  one em bracing the  c ra f ts  and s k ills  needed f o r  the  c o n s tru c tio n  

in d u s try . Separated fro m  th is  development by a wide s t re tc h  o f shore 

in  f r o n t  o f the C a thedra l, on which m a te r ia l was assembled and blocks 

hewn f o r  the  bu ild ing , was the  e cc le s ia s tica l cen tre . T h is  sepa ra tion  

o f c iv i l  and e cc le s ia s tica l power was to  be found in  many S c o ttis h  towns; 

in  E d inburgh, f o r  instance , e x is tin g  in to  the  n ine teen th  cen tu ry . In  

K irk w a ll th is  d iv is ion  is s t i l l  ce lebrated in  the  annual B a ', a fo o tb a ll



game commencing in  f r o n t  o f the  C athedra l and played th rough  the 

s t re e ts  between team s f ro m  the  upper and low er tow n. I t  is  c e rta in  

th a t  du ring  th is  period K irk w a ll f lo u rish e d . In  the  Rognvald sec tion  o f 

O rkneyinga Saga passages are found re fe r r in g  to  the  increase in  

popu la tion  and in  the la t t e r  p a r t  o f the  tw e l f t h  c e n tu ry  an alehouse, 

fre q u e n te d  by leading men in  the  earldom , was in  existence.

F o r  the  next tw o  cen tu ries  l i t t l e  is known o f the  development 

o f  th e  tow n. The sequence o f Norse ea rls  continued u n t i l  A.D.1231 when 

a b reak  in  the  m ale line  occurred  and the  son o f  a Scotsm an, an E a r l o f 

Angus who had m a rr ie d  the  daughter o f an E a r l o f O rkney, was recognised 

by the  Suzerain as successor. The E a rls  o f Angus continued u n t i l  

A .D . 1321 when th e y  were replaced th rough  a s im ila r  cause by the  

S tra th e rn e  line . F i f t y - e ig h t  years la te r  a th ir d  lin e  o f S c o ttis h  ea rls  , 

th e  'lo rd ly  lin e ' o f S t. C la ir ,  in h e r ite d  the  t i t l e .  T h is  lin e  continued 

u n t i l  W illia m  S in c la ir  t ra n s fe r re d  his lands and r ig h ts  to  K ing James I I I  

o f  Scotland in  A .D . 1471,

D uring  the  la s t  period  o f these S c o tt is h  ea rls  K irk w a ll C astle  

was b u i l t  by E a r l H enry St. C la ir  (A.D. 1379-83). A lthough  i t  is  though t 

t o  have been e rec ted  in  the  v ic in i ty  o f  the  ea rH er residence o f the  Norse 

e a r ls ,  no th ing  is  known o f  the  e a r lie r  bu ild ing. The St. C la ir  fo r t r e s s  

was b u i l t  on the  w e s t side o f the  p r in c ip a l s t r e e t ,  to  the  n o r th -w e s t o f 

the  C a th e d ra l, and was e re c te d  in  o rde r to  p rovide  the  E a r l w ith  a place 

o f residence equal in  s tre n g th  to  the  B ishop 's Palace and having 

accom m odation f o r  a g a rriso n . Under H enry H his 

' . . . l i t t l e  c o u r t o f  O rkney was the  m o s t e legan t and re fin e d  in  Europe
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and adorned w ith  the  o f f ic ia l  se rv ices o f many proud S c o ttis h  nobles'.

The ca s tle  had a re p u ta t io n  f o r  g re a t s tre n g th  being described in  a 

le t t e r  w r i t t e n  to  L o rd  B inn ing by L o rd  Caithness in  the  f  oHowing te rm s :

’. . . I t  is  one o f  th e  s tro n g e s t houses in  B r ita in ;

f o r  I  w i l l  b r in g  w ith  me to  your Lo rdsh ip  cannon b u lle ts

broken lik e  g o lf  ba lls  upon the  c a s t le , and c lo v in  in
. 32

tw a  h a lf  is . '

C e rta in ly  the  rem a ins o f a w a ll,  55 fe e t  long by 11 fe e t  th ic k ,  s t i l l  in  

ex is tence  in  the  n ine teen th  ce n tu ry , seem to  bear w itn ess  to  i t s  s o lid ity .
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The Rev. George B a rry  suggested th a t  th e re  was some 

connection  w ith  th e  churchy describ ing  th e  a rm s and m it r e  engraved on 

a s tone  on i t s  f r o n t .  N oth ing is  known o f  th is  assoc ia tion  and i t  seems 

l ik e ly  th a t  th e  s tone , o r ig in a lly  in co rp o ra te d  in  an e c c le s ia s tic a l bu ild ing , 

m ay have been tra n s fe r re d  to  th is  new s itu a t io n  a t  an unknown date.

B a rry  also w r ite s  th a t  i t  was *... o r ig in a lly  th e  o rd in a ry  residence
O O

o f  th e  ro y a l governors, cham berla ins o r fa rm e rs  o f  these islands*.

The Frenchm an, B o no t, was governor o f  th e  C a s tle  when the  Earldom  

was held by M a ry  o f  L o rra in e  and a f te r  h e r death M ichae l B a lfo u r  was 

appoin ted to  th e  po s t. I t  la te r  became th e  p ro p e r ty  o f  th e  S te w a rt 

E a rls . On th e  im p riso nm e n t o f  E a rl P a tr ic k  in  D um barton  C a s tle , h is  

son, R o b e rt S te w a rt, was persuaded to  seize th e  c a s tle  on b e h a lf o f  the  

E a rl. To p u t down the  in s u rre c t io n  tro o p s  were sen t n o r th  ca rry in g  

f r o m  Edinburgh c a s tle  ane g re a t cannon c a l l i t  Thraw n M outhe, m a rk it
3 ,

w ith  th e  porcup ine , and ane b a t te r in g  p iece , m a rk it  w ith  the  salamander*. 

The com m ander, the  E a rl o f  C a ithness , then

•...commanded th e  cannoneers to  shu te  a t  th e  C a s tle , 

who d id th e ir  p a r t  so w e ll t h a t  by  th e  second sho t one 

o f  the  tu r r e ts  upon th e  head o f  th e  House was p ie rced

and a lm o s t beaton down, to  th e  g re a t t e r r o r  o f  the
* 35 t r a i to r s  *.

The s tre n g th  o f  th e  fo r t r e s s  is  in d ica te d  by  th e  f a c t  th a t  i t  w ith s to o d  

th e  siege f o r  m any weeks b e fo re  being surrendered. A lthough  an o rd e r 

f o r  th e  d e m o litio n  o f  K irk w a ll C a s tle  was issued on 22nd O c to b e r, 1614, 

th e  S h e r if f  C o u rt was s t i l l  s i t t in g  in  th e  bu ild ing  on 5 th  M ay, 1615. 

H ow ever, by  O c to b e r, 1615, th is  C o u rt had moved to  th e  E a rl*s  Palace 

p robab ly  in d ic a tin g  th a t  th e  C a s tle  had been c leared  away. Rem ains o f  

a w a ll,  how ever, were in  ex istence in  1865 when, in  o rd e r to  im prove  

access to  th e  ha rbou r, the  E a r l o f  Ze tland  gave pe rm iss io n  f o r  th e  s ite  

t o  be leve lled . A com m em orative  plaque was la te r  in sc ribed  on th e  f r o n t  

o f  th e  C a s tle  H o te l. O th e r bu ild ings connected w ith  th e  C a s tle  and the  

E a r l 's  re ta in e rs  arose on s ite s  in  th e  im m ed ia te  v ic in i ty  o f  th e  C a s tle  

(P la te  9).



Undoubtedly during the th re e  cen tu ries  fo llo w in g  the  

com m encem ent o f the C athedra l g re a t changes had taken  place in  the  

s m a ll s e ttle m e n t; W ith  the in tro d u c tio n  o f a lin e  o f Scots earls  and 

th e  expansion o f the  ham le t, o fte n  w ith  im m ig ra n t tra d e rs  and a rtis a n s , 

th e  N orse in fluence  was considerably d ilu ted* The g re a t in f lu x  f ro m  

Scotland b rough t bo th  c u ltu ra l and economic change and many o f the  new 

s e t t le r s  w ere  to  become w ea lthy  and in f lu e n t ia l m em bers o f the  

com m un ity . Hossack recognis es th a t  the  increase in  popu la tion  was due 

la rg e ly  to  the  presence o f many im m ig ra n ts  who

’...b ro u g h t w ith  them fro m  the o u te r w o rld  ta s te s  which 

could only be g ra t if ie d  th rough  a m a r it im e  tra d e  w ith  

B r i t is h  and C on tinen ta l p o r ts . And the  demand ca lled 

f o r t h  the  supply, b ring ing  to  the  f r o n t  q u ite  a num ber 

o f m erchan t s a ilo rs , many o f whom,by co m m e rc ia l 

e n te rp r is e , acquired w ea lth .^^

The periods o f bloodshed and violence under the  V ik ings in  the  e a rly  

years  o f  the  earldom  had, during the  c e n tu rie s , been replaced by less 

d e s tru c tiv e  a c t iv it ie s .  W ith  the  e re c tio n  o f the  im press ive  c iv i l  and 

e c c le s ia s tic a l build ings the  com m unity had become organised and a 

f lo u r is h in g  tra d in g  s e ttle m e n t had emerged.

A  physica l expansion o f the  tow n had also occu rred  during 

th is  period. P r io r  to  the  f i r s t  burgh c h a r te r  the  dw elling  houses and 

business prem ises occupied the  s ite  between the  shore o f  K irk ju -v a g r  

and the  C astle . The Laverock, the second d iv is ion  o f the  to w n , extended 

to  the  sou th  and, between the  tw o , the  C a thedra l w ith  i t s  lo f t y  sp ire  

k e p t w a tch  over the  is lands, p rov id ing  the  focus f o r  the  is o la te d  is land 

com m un ities .

W hile  the  Norse he ritage  was s ig n if ic a n t w e ll in to  the  

e igh te e n th  ce n tu ry , as the  rem ains o f odal land tenure  and te rm in o lo g y  

in d ic a te , the  a r r iv a l o f the  Scots was to  become an in c rea s ing ly  

im p o r ta n t  fa c to r  in  in fluenc ing  the  fu tu re  developm ent o f  the  is lands 

gene ra lly  and K irk w a ll in  p a r t ic u la r . In  the  succeeding ce n tu rie s  a 

p a t te rn  o f feuda l ownership was to  become es tab lished , espec ia lly  under 

th e  S te w a rt E a r ls ,  and w ith  the  im p igno ra tion  o f the  is lands in  A.D.1468 

th e  com m un ity  as a whole was to  become in creas ing ly  dependent on



c o n ta c t w i th  the  Kingdoms to  the  south f o r  i t s  continued 

live lihoo d .



CHAPTER in

B y  th e  m arriage  c o n tra c t o f  A.D. 1468 C h r is t ia n  I ,  K ing o f

th re e  Scandinavian co u n tr ie s , pledged sovereign r ig h ts  and possessions

in  th e  is lands as the  dowry o f  h is  daughter, P rincess M a rg a re t,  who

was b e tro th e d  to  King James I I I  o f Scotland. The dow ry was s e t a t
1

60000 Rhenish f lo r in s  b u t because o f m one ta ry  d i f f ic u l t ie s  C h ris tia n  

cou ld  p rov ide  on ly 2000 f lo r in s .  Thus in  1468 th e  im p ig n o ra tio n  o f 

O rkney to o k  place f o r  the  sum o f  50000 f lo r in s  and, a ye a r la te r ,  

Shetland was pawned f o r  th e  balance o f  the  dowry. The w ord ing  o f  th e  

c h a r te r  s ta te s  th a t

*...W e, C h ris tia n , King o f  Norw ay... g ive , g ra n t ,  p ledge,
2

and place under sure hypothec and m o rtg a g e , likeas

we have m ortgaged a ll the  sundry r ig h ts ,  se rv ices and

th e ir  ju s t  p e r t in e n ts , la w fu lly  belonging to  us and our
3

predecessors the  K ings o f  Norway*, 

and was a te m p o ra ry  tra n s a c tio n  g iv ing  James r ig h ts  over th e  K ing*s 

p ro p e r ty ,  n o t the  earldom , b ishopric  o r u d a lle rs 1 lands.

James d id no t f in d  th is  s itu a t io n  a t  a ll s a t is fa c to ry  as a l l  

h is  r ig h ts  would need to  be re linqu ished should K ing  C h r is t ia n  pay the  

balance due on h is  d a u g h te r^  dowry. M o re ove r, th e  O rkneys w ere o f  

s t ra te g ic  im po rtance  due to  th e ir  p ro x im ity  to  Scotland and, th e re fo re ,  

i t  was des irab le  to  ob ta in  a secu re r fo o t in g  than th e  m a rr ia g e  c o n tra c t 

p e rm it te d .

Thus by a series  o f  tra n s a c tio n s  in  1470«71 th e  Crown o f

Scotland

*...in  exchange o f  c e r ta in  lands in  F i fe  and a pension

o f  40 m e rks , acquired fro m  E a rl W illia m  an

i r re d e e m a b le  t i t l e  to  th e  E a r ld o m  e s ta te  and
4

ju s  C o m ita tu s  O rchadie .1 

T h is  excambion to o k  place desp ite  the  fa c t  th a t  a clause in  th e  docum ent, 

re la t in g  to  the  in s ta lla t io n  o f  Henry S in c la ir and M s successor W illia m  

S in c la ir  as e a r l,  fo rbade  the  aHenation o r  sale o f th e  E arldom  o f  O rkney 

and Lo rdsh ip  o f  Shetland «... o r  lands o r  is lands belonging to  th e  said

earldom *. ^



Thus tw o  years a f te r  the m arriage the King became E a r l o f Orkney 

ho ld ing a l l i t s  ancient es ta tes  and r ig h ts  -  a p o s itio n  w hich could no t 

be a lte re d  even i f  the  dowry was paid.

A bout the  same tim e  James arranged to  have th e  b ishopric  

o f  the  is lands tra n s fe r re d  f ro m  the m e tro p o lita n  See o f Trondh jem  

to  S t. Andrews in  Scotland -  a move undoubtedly encouraged by the  

se rie s  o f S co ttish  bishops appointed to  Orkney a t th is  date. The King 

th u s  gained w hatever p riv ileges the  See yie lded to  the  Crown.

There were many advantages to  be gained f ro m  these 

tra n s a c tio n s . Scotland became the  la rgestlandow ner in  the  Orkneys 

and Shetlands and could b e n e fit  f ro m  the revenues o f  the  r ic h  e s ta te s  

and reduce the  Norse in fluence th a t  had d is tu rbe d  the  peace w ith in  the  

n o r th  and w e s t o f Scotland in  previous cen tu ries . In  a d d itio n , how ever, 

th e  K ing was re lieved  o f the  balance o f a debt owing to  Norway f o r  the  

lease o f the  W este rn  Is le s . By the  T re a ty  o f P e r th ,  1266, Scotland 

pa id  the  Annual o f Norway, a ye a rly  re n ta l o f 100 m e rk s , b u t th is  was 

cancelled and su b s ta n tia l a rre a rs  were wiped o u t by the  m a rria g e .

The stage was then se t f o r  the  c h a r te r  w h ich appeared in  

1486 whereby James erected  the tow n o f K irk w a ll in to  a Royal burgh. 

The docum ent con firm ed  to  the  ’P ro v o s t, B a ill ie s ,  Council and

C om m un ity  o f our Burgh and C ity  o f K irk w a ll'a  num ber o f  g i f t s  o f
. . 6

lands b u t opens w ith  p re lim in a ry  d e sc rip tive  passages.

'. . .F o r  as m uckle as we are re a lly  in f  orm ed th a t  th e re  

is  no burgh o r tow n w ith in  these is lands o f O rkney 

b u t our said burgh o r c ity  o f  K irk w a ll’.

and considering

' i t  is  f o r  the p resen t a lm os t undone by the  fo re ig n e rs , 

extraneous f  o re s ta lle rs  and m erchan ts th a t  com eth  

f ro m  a ll p a r ts ,  n o t being burgesses o f  th e  said bu rgh , 

and buys and se lls  a ll s o r ts  o f  com m oditys as f re e ly  in  

thesa id  islands as any fre e m a n , burgesses o f  our said 

burgh o r c ity  doeth ’.

The c h a r te r  continues:



'We o f new again e re c t a ll an h a ill our said Burgh 

and C ity  o f K irk w a ll and th a t  p a r t  th e re o f called 

th e  Laverock, w ith  a ll and sundry houses, b igg ings, 

tenem en ts , ways, places, oyss (wherein the  sea 

f lo w s ) , ya rds, t o f t s ,  c r o f t s ,  quoys, rn iln s , m iln lan ds , 

m u ltu re s , sequels, lochs, w a te rgangs, k ir k s ,  chappels, 

schools, ly ing  w ith in  the t e r r i t o r y  th e re o f w ith  an f re e  

p o r t  and haven, in  an f u l l  Burgh R oya l'.

A  num ber o f lands in  the parish  o f S t. Ola w ere conveyed to  K irk w a ll 

v iz . S t. C atherines Quoys, Carness, ground between Carness and 

W eyland, K irk w a ll H i l l  and W ide fo rd  H i l l ,  b u t excluding W eyland and 

Papdale.

The c o n firm a tio n  includes:

'a l l  and H a ill the  K irk  called St. Magnus K ir k ,  and a l l 

o th e r  k ir k s ,  chappels and chapplandries, schoo ls, yards 

y r 'o f , r ig h t  o f patronage w ith in  our said B u rgh , and a l l 

and sundry lands belonging to  the  said k i.rk s , chappels, 

chapplandries and schools, provided to  the  same in  q 'ts o r  

m anner o r way, alse w e ll lyand w ith o u t burgh as w ith in  

th e  sam in; w ith  f u l l  power to  the  said P ro v o s t, B a ilie s  

and Council o f the  said Burgh, and th e ir  successors, 

to  in t r o m it ,  u p B ft  and rece ive  the  sam e, du ties  o f the  

said lands, and to  s e t t  and ra ise  the  same in  a l l tym e  com ing1.

A  number o f powers o f a d m in is tra tio n  and le g is la t io n  w ere  

g ra n te d  to  the  Town Council. These included w eekly m a rk e ts , annual 

f a i r s ,  and the  power o f ’P i t t  and Gallows',* w ith  custom s and shore 

dues. The Council i t s e l f  was to  com prise a P ro v o s t, fo u r  b a ilie s , 

dean o f  g u ild , a tre a s u re r  and council o f 15 burgesses. The burgesses, 

as was no rm a l in  ro ya l burghs, were given the  f u l l  r ig h ts  o f tra d e  in  

m erchandise o f a ll kinds and to  exp o rt and im p o r t  f re e ly .  Power was 

a lso  g iven to  the  Council to  receive w ith in  the  burgh 'b a x te rs , b re w e rs , 

f is h e r s ,  f le s h e rs , ta y lo rs ,  co rd in a rs , w e b s te rs , w ake rs , s m ith s , 

w r ig h ts ,  ca rp e n te rs , masons' and o th e r a r t i f ic e r s  and c ra fts m e n  to  

use th e ir  respec tive  c ra fts .  A lso  a to lb o o th  and prison-house had to  be 

b u i l t ,  to g e th e r w ith  a M erca te  cross and th rone  o r  t ro n  (o f f ic ia l
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w eighing m achine). I t  was th is  r e s t r ic t io n  o£ fo re ig n  tra d in g  to  the 

burgesses th a t  was to  cause a v io le n t d ispute  between K irk w a ll and th e  

younger s e tt le m e n t o f  Stromness in  1755.

The re  w ere , however, a num ber o f  re s e rv a tio n s  in  the  

C h a r te r ,  in  p a r t ic u la r :

(a) th e  r ig h t  to  cu t peats f o r  th e ir  own use was reserved 

to  th e  tenan ts  o f  b ishopric  lands around K irk w a ll i.e . 

W eyland, G ra in , Hats to n , Y a irs a y  and Saverock,

(b) th e  King and his successors rese rved  th e  C a s tle  o f 

K irk w a ll and i t s  co n te n ts} and

(c) th e  Bishop*s Palace was rese rved  to  th e  B ishop o f 

O rkney and Shetland.

In  re c e n t cen tu ries  the  Church o f  Scotland has questioned the  

le g a l i ty  o f  ownership o f  S t. Magnus C a thedra l by th e  Town C ouncil o f 

K irk w a ll.  The t ra n s fe r  o f  th e  m a g n ifice n t church , o r ig in a lly  th e  

p ro p e r ty  o f  E a rl Rognvald and endowed by h im , to  th e  burgh m ay seem 

s tran ge . However, up to  the  im p igno ra tion  th e  C a th e d ra l undoubtedly 

rem a ined in  th e  possession o f  th e  e a r l and was passed down to  E a r l 

W illia m  S in c la ir  as p a r t  o f  th e  earldom  p ro p e rty . Thus w ith  the  

excam bion th e  C athedra l passed to  K ing James HI and he had e ith e r  to  

keep th e  a d m in is tra tio n  o f  th e  bu ild ing  and i t s  r ic h  endowments in  h is  

own hands o r  convey i t  to  some responsib le body. W ith  th e  fo rm a t io n  

o f  th e  R oyal burgh in  1486 i t  was n a tu ra l,  th e re fo re ,  th a t  th e  new ly 

c re a te d  tow n  council should take  a l l  th e  re s p o n s ib ility  f o r  th e  C a thed ra l. 

F o r  m aintenance o f  the  m em o ria l church a num ber o f  lands w ere also 

conveyed to  th e  burgh v iz : G la itness , St. C a tha rines Quoys, B u tquoy , 

R ow isquoy, Quoyangrie, Quoybanks, Hornersquoy, Soulisquoy,

P ickaquoy, Andersquoy, Mudisquoy and th e  lands o f  the  Prebend o f  

S t. John.

In  th e  succeeding tw o  cen tu ries  c o n firm a tio n  o f  th e  1486 

c h a r te r  was necessary, p r in c ip a lly  because o f  tresp ass . B ishop R e id , 

f o r  in s ta n ce , seized the  revenues o f  the  Prebendary o f S t. John f ro m  

th e  burgh in  th e  m id~ s ix tee n th  cen tu ry . In  1536 a C h a rte r  o f  

C o n firm a tio n  was given by King James V. A t  th is  d a te , in  a d d ition



to  the  a tte m p ts  made to  remove c e rta in  lands and p riv ile g e s  f ro m  the 

b u rgh , th e re  were encroachments on the  tra d in g  p riv ile g e s  and those 

th a t  a f fe c te d

’. . . th e  ye a rly  re n ts  and p r o f i t s  o f  a l l th e ir  common good 

....a s  w e ll as th e ir  quoys, r ig h ts  o f pa tronage, prebendaries 

....de ta ined  and w ithholden f ro m  them  by some o f the  

in hab ita n ts  w ith in  the said is land o f O rkney’.

A t  the  S co ttish  R e fo rm a tio n  in  1560 the  g re a te r  p a r t  o f 

th e  C hurch 's w e a lth  was con fisca ted  by the Crown o r p o rtion ed  ou t 

among a r is to c ra t ic  laym en, leaving inadequate stipends f o r  the  R e fo rm ed 

m in is  te rs .  Th is in s u ffic ie n c y  was p a r t ly  made up by the  a p p ro p ria tio n  

o f  K irk la n d  revenues to  which the B ishopric  was n o t e n t it le d . I t  is ,  

how ever, no t c le a r w hether i t  was the  bishops o r E a r l R o b e rt S te w a rt 

who deprived K irk w a ll o f St. C a the rine ’s Quoys and o th e r lands in  St.

Ola w h ich , by the  o rig in a l c h a rte rs , belonged to  the  burgh.

A  fe w  years a f te r  the R e fo rm a tio n  Queen M a ry  gave her 

husband, the  E a r l o f B o thw e ll, the t i t l e  o f Duke o f  Orkney. A f t e r  

B o th w e ll’s f l ig h t ,  the t i t l e  was bestowed on M a ry ’ s h a lf -b ro th e r ,

L o rd  R o b e rt S te w a rt, who was to  hold the  lands belonging to  the  e a r l,  

k ing  and bishop. E a rl R obert was in  a p o s itio n  to  c o n fisca te  m any 

K irk w a ll p ro p e rtie s  as he held the  abbacy o f H olyrood which he b a rte re d  

w ith  B ishop B o thw e ll f o r  the  te m p o ra lit ie s  o f  the  B ish o p ric  o f  Orkney. 

D u ring  his earldom  he also became P ro vo s t o f K irk w a ll and dared to  

decla re  h im s e lf  the  Superior o f the  Royal Burgh.

Such was the  in fluence o f the f i r s t  S te w a rt E a r l t h a t  the  

is lande rs  came to g e th e r in  the s ix te e n th  cen tu ry  to  l i s t  the  oppressions 

endured under E a rl R o be rt . There were a num ber o f co m p la in ts ,

v iz :  th a t  th e  E a r l had

(1) ra ised  the  re n ts  to  the l im i ts  o f the  te n a n ts ’ endurance 

(XX) oppressed the  churchmen and o the rs  in to  com pulsory 

su rrender o f th e ir  lands and r ig h ts  

(111) Suppressed burghal lib e r t ie s  o f K irk w a ll and burned 

i t s  archives

(XV) aggravated the ev ils  o f odal subd iv is ion by extending 

the  s is te r 's  p a r t  to  a share even o f  the  Head B u ’ .
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(V) abolished odal m ills  on every burn and a s tr ic te d  

a l l to  his own m ills  w ith  new S c o ttis h  burdens,

(V I)  cla im ed the whole com m onties, f is h e r ie s  and sea 

beach and punished a ll use o f them  by na tive  o r  

s tra n g e r as a tresp ass , 

and ( V l l )  la id  heavy to lls  o r custom s on numerous f le e ts  o f

D utch fishe rm en  and Norwegian tra d e rs  whose t r a f f i c  

to  and f ro m  the islands in te r fe re d  w ith  h is  own 

monopoly, and found o th e r i l l i c i t  p r o f i t s  in  the  sale 

o f  rem iss io ns  f o r  c rim e s , perm iss ions f o r  s ing le 

com bat, and licences f o r  exclusive t r a f f i c ,  in  

s e c re t encouragement and p a rtn e rs h ip  w ith  p ira te s  

and in  p ro h ib itin g  assistance to  w recks as an
9in fr in g e m e n t o f his pretended d ro its  o f  A d m ira lty .

L i t t le  could be done to  im prove the  s itu a t io n  and under 

P a t r ic k ,  the  Earl*s  son, the  oppressions continued. The com p lica tions 

o f  land ownership were no t eased by the excambion in  1614 between 

B ishop Law and King James V I  o f lands in  H o lm , O rp h ir , S trom ness, 

Sandwick, Shapinsay, W alls , Hoy and p a rts  o f  S t. Ola. Because o f th is  

exchange, supposedly in it ia te d  to  rationaH se the  d iv is io n  o f  land w ith in  

th e  is la n d s , the  Royal Burgh was le f t  w ith  only tw o  quoys -  SouHsquoy 

and Mudiesquoy -  o f the  o rig in a l g i f t  o f a dozen, b u t K irk w a ll and 

W id e f ord H ills  to g e th e r w ith  some o th e r u n cu ltiva te d  lands likew ise  

escaped appropria tion .

On the  death o f James V I  h is successor, Charles I ,  appears 

to  have assumed the  t i t l e  o f E a r l o f Orkney b u t during  the  Com m onwealth 

in  th e  m id -seven teen th  cen tu ry  a fu r th e r  a t te m p t was made to  deprive 

K irk w a ll o f i t s  e a rly  ch a rte rs  and r ig h ts  as a Royal Burgh.

W illia m , E a r l o f M o rto n , no t s a t is f ie d  w ith  th e  powers and 

revenues gran ted  by Charles I  in  a lease o f the  E arldom  and Crown 

e s ta te s  o f Orkney and Shetland, coveted thos e o f the  Royal burgh which 

w e re  ou ts ide  his lease. He thus harassed the  Town Council f o r  e ig h t 

yea rs  p u tt in g  the  inhab itan ts  to  enormous expense> having them  charged 

b e fo re  th e  P r iv y  Council as rebels and deprived o f th e ir  m un ic ipa l r ig h ts . 

M o rto n  was a ro y a lis t  and thus w ith  the  es tab lishm en t o f  the



C om m onw ealth  under C rom w ell he in v ite d  a co n tin en ta l fo rc e  under the

M arqu iss  o f M ontrose to  Orkney in  an a t te m p t a t  re s to r in g  Charles II

t o  the th ro ne . Toge ther w ith  a kinsm an, Lo rd  K innou l, M ontrose

b ro u g h t h is  tro o p s  n o rth  in  1650 and succeeded In e n lis tin g  cc 2000

O rcadians to  the  cause0 W ith  the de fea t o f M on trose 's  a rm y  C rom w e ll's

tro o p s  w ere  qua rte red  upon the burgh. The m a g is tra te s  and tow n  council

th e n  ceased a t  once to  discharge th e ir  duties* They seem to  have
i  n

re fu s e d  to  assess the people, o r e x e rt any a u th o r ity  w ha teve r *. The 

p e rs e c u tio n  was so severe th a t ,  in  1657, the Burgesses reso lved to  p e t it io n  

C ro m w e ll f o r  recogn ition  o f the burgh rights,, C rom w e ll re a c te d  fa v o u r­

a b ly  and B a ilie  P a tr ic k  C ra ig ie  was sent to  Edinburgh in  the  fo llo w in g  year 

t o  lo o k  a f t e r  the  in te re s t  o f the burgh* In  1658 -  59 P ro v o s t C ra ig ie  

d iscovered  p ro o f o f the burgh r ig h ts  in  the  anc ien t c h a rte rs  and Charles I I  

issued a C h a rte r  o f C o n firm a tio n  in  1661* T h is  docum ent c o n firm e d  

oooc a l l o th e r c h a rte rs , in fe f tm e n ts ,  p recep ts  and 

in s tru m e n ts  o f sasine, new donations, concessions, 

m o r t if ic a t io n s  and ac ts  o f donation, and a l l o th e r 

w r it in g s ,  r ig h ts ,  t i t le s  and s e cu ritie s  ...**. 

o f  w hatsoever n a tu re '
1

g ra n te d  to  the  burgh to g e th e r w ith  'p r o f i t s ,  com m od ities  and possessions'

enjoyed because o f the  previous cha rte rs . Emphasis was placed on the
12

le g a l i ty  o f  the  d e live ry  o f stone and 'verge ' a t  the  m a rk e t cross as a 

s e is in  f o r  house p ro p e rty  sales and land tra n s a c tio n s , and the  re se rva tio n s  

a f fe c t in g  the  B ishop's Palace and b ishopric  lands w ere con firm ed .

T h is  c h a r te r  enraged M orton  to  such an e x te n t th a t  on 11 th  June, 

1662, he p e tit io n e d  the  P r iv y  Council to  suppress K irk w a ll C o rp o ra tio n , 

accusing th e  m a g is tra te s  o f supporting Crom well* M o rto n 's  in fluence  a t  

C o u rt was s tro n g  and a decree was issued by P a rlia m e n t commanding th e  

burgesses and in hab ita n ts  o f the Orcadian c a p ita l to  cease exe rc is ing  'C9M 

any o f  th e  ju r is d ic t io n s  o r power belonging o r p rope r to  a burgh ro y a l o r  

bu rgh  o f  re g a lity  u n t i l  th e ir  r ig h t  and ju r is d ic t io n  was c leared and decided' . 

and sum moning seven leading c itize ns  to  appear be fo re  P a rlia m e n t.



P ro v o s t C ra ig ie , however, managed a t la s t  to  persuade the  

L o rd s  o f  T reasu ry  to  issue an o rde r p ro h ib it in g  the  troub lesom e E a rl 

o f  M o rto n  f ro m  in te r fe r in g  w ith  th e  town o f  K irk w a ll,  o r  the  r ig h ts  

o f  any o f  th e  inhab itan ts . The dispute ended in  the  ^E x tra c t A c t  o f  

R a t i f ic a t io n  in  fa vo u r o f  the  Burgh o f  K irk w a ll1 issued by P a rlia m e n t 

in  1670. The o r ig in a l ch a rte rs  o f  theR oya lB u rgh  were co n firm ed  

a lthough no a tte m p t was made to  re s to re  th e  lo s t  revenues. A lso 

con ta ined  w ith in  the  document was a dec la ra tion  m aking le g a l th e  

a p p ro p ria tio n  by the  b ishopric o f  church lands and endowments 

o r ig in a lly  s e t aside f o r  the maintenance o f the  C a thedra l. The burgh 

had won b u t i t s  loss o f land and revenues was to  cause p rob lem s in  

la t e r  years especia lly  regarding C athedra l m aintenance.

In  Rognvaldfs o rig in a l vow p r io r  to  h is  b a t t le  w ith  E a r l Paul 

o ve r h is  c la im  to  the  earldom he pledged to

*... le t  i t  (the  C athedra l) be endowed so th a t  th e
.14

founda tion  may increase1 

and w ith  th e  e re c tio n  o f  th e  town in to  a Royal Burgh in  1486 a dozen 

quoys p lus the  lands o f the  Prebend o f  S t. John were g ran ted  to  p rovide  

th e  revenues f o r  the  maintenance o f  the  C a thedra l fa b r ic .  As has been 

m en tion ed , during th e  succeeding cen tu ries  these lands were to  be taken 

f r o m  th e  burgh by bo th  the  holders o f the  earldom  and b ish o p ric . The 

a p p ro p ria tio n  o f  the  Prebend o f St. John to o k  place c. 1544. On the  

re c o n s tru c tio n  o f the  C athedra l Chapter Bishop Reid managed to  d iv e r t  

th e  revenues o f  th is  Prebend f ro m  the  m a g is tra te s  p u t t in g  i t  to  use in  

th e  suppo rt o f  th e  m in is te rs  o f K irk w a ll congregation. The bishop and 

b is h o p ric  es ta tes  were thus re lieved  o f  the  burden o f  th e  paym ent o f  

these  stipends. Reid in troduced seven new d ig n ita r ie s  to  h is  C h a p te r, 

and appointed seven prebendaries, th ir te e n  chaplains, s ix  c h o r is te rs  

and a s a c r is ta n , the  residences o f these o f f ic ia ls  being in  th e  Laverock 

c lose  to  th e  C athedra l. In R e id 's  c h a r te r  the  burgh o f K irk w a ll appears 

t o  have had i t s  re s p o n s ib ility  f o r  the  church l im ite d  to  the  upkeep o f 

th e  nave, th e  bishop having c o n tro l over the  ch o ir. M ention  is  also made 

o f  th e  Prebend o f St. M ary  and i t  is  possib le th a t  th e  revenues f ro m  land 

in  th e  parishes o f Evie andRendall, th a t  fo rm ed  th is  Prebend, w ent



to w a rd s  the  upkeep o f the ro o f and windows o f St. Magnus.

In  s p ite  o f the rem oval o f lands f ro m  the  burgh , w ith  Reid's 

new scheme o f a d m in is tra tio n  i t  may be argued th a t  the  endowments 

w e re  placed on a c lear and proper fo o tin g  f o r  the  f i r s t  t im e . As has 

a lrea dy  been shown, Reid was also responsible f o r  the  extension o f 

b u ild in g  w o rk  throughout the burgh. In  add ition  to  the  w o rk  in  the  nave 

o f  th e  C a thedra l he is  reputed to  have decorated 

'th e  E n try  w ith  a M agn ificen t P o rch '15.

When the  anc ien t Norse church o f St. O la f was destroyed  by f i r e  Reid 

organ ised the  re co n s tru c tio n  o f the parish  church presum ably on the  

fo rm e r  s ite  in  Papdale and also renovated the  co llapsing B ishop 's 

P a lace , adding the  round tow er th a t dom inates Palace Road to  the  

n o r th -w e s t angle o f the hall. In James I l l 's  o r ig in a l c h a r te r  m en tion  

is  found  among the many quoys and build ings conveyed to  K irk w a ll o f 

'scho o ls , yards y r 'o f ' and by 1536, the date o f the  f i r s t  C h a rte r  o f 

C o n firm a tio n , th is  had expanded to  'g ram m ar school'. T h is  e a r ly  

ve n tu re  in to  the  f ie ld  o f education, accompanying as i t  d id the  in f lu x  

o f  learned d ig n ita r ie s  o f the church, is no t su rp ris in g . However, i t  was 

B ishop Reid who pu t the  gram m ar school on a proper fo o t in g  e re c tin g  

'. . .a  la rg e  C o u rt o f Houses to  be a Colledge f o r  the  in s tru c t in g  o f the  

yo u th  o f th is  coun trey in  G ram m ar and Philosophy'.

T h is  group o f build ings is s itua ted  in  Palace Road to  the  w e s t o f  Reid 's 

Palace and tow er.

A lthough on his death in  1558 Bishop Reid l e f t  m uch un fin ished  

w o rk  h is  con tribub ion  to  the expansion o f the  burgh is  n o t in s ig n if ic a n t. 

Two years la te r ,  in  1560, P a rliam en t abolished C a tho lic ism  as the  s ta te  

re lig io n ,  and con fisca ted  the b ishopric  es ta tes  leaving only th ird s  o f 

b e n e fic e s , includ ing the Prebends, f o r  the support o f  the  re fo rm e d  

c le rg y . Because o f the sudden rem oval o f funds a t the  R e fo rm a tio n  the  

p a r is h  o f St. Magnus which had only re c e n tly  been fo rm e d  to  serve the  

burgh  having the  C athedra l as i t s  parish  church was u n ite d  w ith  the  

an c ie n t p a r is h  o f  S t. Ola. The C athedra l became the  church f o r  th e  

u n ite d  parishes and the ancient founda tion  o f S t. O la f was allowed to  

f a l l  in to  decay. Th is union o f adjacent parishes took  place th roughou t 

O rkney a t  th is  period and in  the w est Mainland the  pa rish  o f S trom ness



was jo in e d  w ith  Sandwich. The reduction  in  the  number o f  pa rish

m in is te r s  f ro m  eighteen to  nine fa c il ita te d  the  d is tr ib u t io n  o f the  

m eagre  funds.

B o th w e ll succeeded Reid and was th e  la s t  bishop in  possession 

o f  th e  P a lace , a build ing made la rge ly  uninhabitable due to  R e id ’s 

u n fin is h e d  re c o n s tru c tio n . This bishop, however, requ ire d  to  spend 

m uch t im e  in  Edinburgh where he had a la rge  mansion and so the  

excam bion, p rev ious ly  mentioned between B o thw e ll and E a rl R o b e rt 

S te w a r t ,  occurred  g iving th a t E a rl r ig h ts  to  the  b ishop ric . I t  was n o t 

u n t i l  E a r l P a tr ic k  S tew a rt succeeded to  the  earldom  in  1591 th a t  the  

B is h o p ’s Palace was renovated and extended once m ore and th e  Newark 

in  th e  Y a rd s , now known as the  E a r l’s Palace, was commenced.

W ith  the  renewal o f episcopacy in  1600 Law was named Bishop 

b u t  on re tu rn in g  to  the  diocese he found the  palace o f  h is  predecessors 

in  ruins and th e  church revenues in  secular hands. On 21st January, 1607, 

a c o n t ra c t  was drawn up be fo re  the  Bishop and E a rl P a tr ic k  b y  which 

Law  is  g iven th e  Newark in  the  Yards and P a tr ic k  S te w a rt

*... binds h im s e lf to  make the said house w a te r th ig h t  and
17

w ind th ig h t ,  and commodiously habitable*.

and to  hand i t  over to  the Bishop be fo re  O ctober 1s t. By th is  c o n tra c t 

Law  res igned  the  whole o f the  b ishopric  lands and re n ts  in  O rkney and 

Shetland to  th e  E a rl f o r  an annual payment o f 4000 m erks.

W ith  the  im prisonm ent o f E a rl P a tr ic k  in  D um barton  C a s tle  

and th e  siege o f  K irk w a ll C astle  held by the e a r l’s son, R o b e rt, th e  K ing 

c o n fis c a te d  P a tr ic k  S te w a rt’s es ta tes  and Law gave up the  o ld  b ishop ric  

lands. In  1614 King James VI issued a c h a rte r  to  Bishop Law by which 

th e  excam bion between the  es ta tes  was arranged to  guarantee succeeding 

b ishops an annual income o f  8000 m erks.

Law  soon l e f t  f o r  Glasgow and was replaced by Bishop Graham 

on th e  24th  A ugust, 1615. By th is  tim e  he was able to  s ta te  

c... Quhen I  re c e iv it  the  b ishopric  I  re c e iv it  the  house, w ith  some guid 

p len ish ing  o f  beds and bu ird s , s ick as the E a rle  hade.1 

B ishop Graham kep t a ga rrison  in  the Palace and e rec ted  the  f i r s t  

p r iv a te  sea t in  the  C athedra l toge the r w ith  a g a lle ry  f o r  h is  fa m ily  in  

th e  s o u th -e a s t o f  the  cho ir.



By 1633, however, the  maintenance o£ th e  C a the d ra l had 

becom e a prob lem  once more. In an A c t o f  P a rlia m e n t

...O ure  Soverane Lo rd  and E s ta tes  o f P a rlia m e n t 

Hes R e m it t i t  and recom m endit And re m its  and 

recommends

I te m  — Ane a r t ic le  g iv in  in  P a rlia m e n t desyring

th a t  the  bodie o f the ca thedra l k ir k  o f  O rknay

be uphold in and m ainteined be some com petent

meanes To be ass ign it out o f the K in g ’s p a tr im o n ie

f o r  th a t  e f fe c t  seeing the same was uphaldin by th e

E r ie  o f  Orknay o f b e fo r; And th a t  the  Bishope o f

O rknay and his successors be o rd a in it to  uphald th e

q u ire  o f  the  said k ir k  as the  fo rsa ids  a r t ic le s  in
19th e m s e lf fs  m a ir  a t  le n th  b e irs ’.

S ix years la te r ,  a f te r  a m eeting o f  th e  G eneral Assem bly 

in  G lasgow, episcopacy was overth row n fo r  the  second t im e . The 

b is h o p r ic  p ro p e rty  passed to  the  Crown and thus th e re  was no p re la te  

to  app ly  church funds f o r  re p a ir  on the  cho ir. G raham , no longer b ishop, 

gave up h is  house.

, L .. I  d e ly v e r it  i t  againe, according to  the  in v e n ta r

I  re c e iv it  i t  b y , in  omnibus to  R o be rt T u llo , upon

a charge o f the com m ittee . I l e f t  i t  in  b e t te r  o rd e r

than  he re c e iv it  i t ;  b o t now I  heare i t  is  bo th  ru in a te d

by th e  w e th e r, and no t w e ill used be h im , q r  o f  ye w i l l

pardone me to  be so rrie ; f o r  I  was m ore  than  c a re fu ll
20

b o th  o f  the  K irk  and th a t  house. ’

The  P re s b y te r ia n  m in is te rs  th a t  took over the  charge were he lp less, 

dependent as they  were la rg e ly  on the revenue f ro m  the  Prebend o f  

S t. John f o r  th e ir  meagre stipend. Due to  f in a n c ia l demands f ro m  o th e r 

p a r ts  o f  h is  Kingdom King Charles I  was also ap t to  overlook the  

C a th e d ra l in  Orkney. However, on 7 th Novem ber, 1647, th e  C ity  o f
21

E d inburgh , lessees o f  the  b ishopric  de live red the  sum o f  £200 Scots 

t o  th e  K ir k  Session o f  St. Magnus.
22

’ , f o r  re p a irin g  o f the fa b r ic k  o f the  Q u ire  .

F u r th e r  app lica tions w e re  m ade to  E d in b u rg h  in  1659 f o r  fu n d s , * e



K ir k  Session and Council ind ica ting  th a t  no income f o r  C a thedra l 

m ain tenance was available through seat re n ts . The com p la in t about 

la c k  o f  sea t re n ts  seems strange as i t  was the  p re ro g a tive  o f roya l 

burghs to  exact such re n ts  fro m  the parish ioners f o r

. . . th e  m aintenance o f the fa b r ic  and the p rov is ion  o f  decent
2 3

ce le b ra tio n  o f  public w orsh ip .'

On the R e s to ra tio n  bishops were once m ore appointed to  the  

diocese and f o r  the fo llow ing  tw en ty-n ine  yea rs , u n t i l  P re sb y te ria n ism  

became th e  established re lig io n  o f Scotland, the  revenues w ere 

m a in ta ined . Money was thus fo rth co m in g  in  1669 when th e  C a thedra l 

ro o f  was repa ired  and tw o years la te r  when lig h tn in g  s tru c k  the  steeple 

legacies were available fro m  the bishops to  ensure the  f a i r l y  ra p id  

e re c t io n  o f  a new pyram ida l ro o f on top  o f the  tow e r. The re tu rn  to  

P re s b y te r ia n is m , 9 once more removing access to  b ishop ric  revenues 

f o r  m aintenance o f the cho ir, led to  the fre q u e n t p e t it io n in g  o f  the 

P re s b y te ry  f o r  funds in  succeeding centuries.

In  the  C harte r o f C o n firm a tio n  issued by James V  in  1536 i t  

is  no ted  th a t

'. . .  our said burgh and c ity  is da ily  enlarged by bu ild ing

and repa iring  houses, m a rke t places and s t re e ts  w ith in

the  lib e r ty  and te r r i t o r y  o f the same by the  said
24

m erchan ts , burgesses and in h a b ita n ts .'

In  a d d itio n  to  those ed ifices already in  existence a t th e  date o f the  

im p ig n o ra tio n , v iz . the C athedra l, the C astle  and the  B ishop's Palace 

o r  P lace o f the  Yards, a New W ork (Newark) in  the Yards was s ta r te d  

du ring  th is  period and, accompanying the expansion o f the  C a thedra l 

C h a p te r, residences f o r  church d ign ita rie s  were a lso  erected .

I t  has already been shown how R obert S te w a rt, the  ba s ta rd  

son o f  James V , acquired the episcopal lands and revenues ru lin g  over 

th e m  as E a r l o f Orkney, a t i t le  bestowed on him  by his h a l f - s is t e r ,  

Queen M a ry , u n t i l  his death in  1593. He was succeeded by E a r l P a tr ic k  

w ho, lik e  his fa th e r ,  was responsible f o r  exerc is ing  e x tra o rd in a ry  

ty ra n n y  over the  islands using both feuda l and odal law when i t  su ited  

h im  to  exact re s u lts  f o r  his own b e n e fit. However, th is  e a r l was 

responsib le  f o r  the  e rec tion  o f the Newark o r E a r l 's  Palace w h ich ,



when f in is h e d , m u s t have been one o f the  f in e s t  examples o f Scots 

b a ro n ia l a rc h ite c tu re  then  in  existence. A t  h is  t r i a l  in  1610, however, 

i t  became ev iden t th a t  E a r l P a tr ic k  b u i l t  h is  castles  -  the  K irk w a ll 

P a lace , a to w e r house in  Scalloway, Shetland, and p a r ts  o f  his fa th e r 's  

B irs a y  P a lace , N o ltla n d  C a s tle , W es tray  and the  B ishop 's Palace -  

w i th  slave labour.

The rem a ins o f the  E a r l's  Palace cons is t o f tw o  long ranges, 

s e t  a t  r ig h t  angles to  each o th e r , fa c in g  w e s t and n o r th  (Fig.16).

L y in g  t o  th e  ea s t o f th e  B is h o p 's  Palace the  s tru c tu re  to g e th e r w ith  

th e  fo r m e r  b u ild ing  was designed to  enclos e a la rge  c o u r t in  w h ich 

a g a rr is o n  could be accommodated. E x te rn a lly  the  bu ild ing  is  im press ive  

(P la te  10) w ith

' . . . t a l l  and m ass ive , e labo ra te ly  decorated tu r r e ts  

w h ich  are corbe lled ou t f ro m  the  f re e  angles, 

co rbe lled  bases o f the  tw o  la rge  o r ie l windows 

(one c irc u la r  and one m u lt i-a n g u la r)  on the  w e s t 

f r o n t ,  and the  corbe lled  b re a s t o f the  g re a t h a ll 

f ire p la c e .

The c o rb e llin g  on the  tu r r e ts  is  o rn a te , the  spaces between the  

m ou ld ings being fash ioned in to  dummy gunloops (P la tes  11-13).

R ea l gunloops , how ever, are found in  the  m ouldings beneath a l l the

la rg e  w indows.

'. . .W ith  th e ir  immense "b a ske t" co rbe lling , and th e ir

m u llioned  and sh a fte d  w indow s, the  o r ie ls  are
26

unsurpassed in  S co tland '.

The m a in  en trance  is  found  in  the  south w ing ju s t  a t  i t s  

ju n c t io n  w ith  the  w e s t f r o n t  o f  the  m ain  range (P la te  14). The doorway 

has h e a v ily  m oulded ja m b s  w ith  th re e  moulded panels above a c lass ica l 

l in t e l .  A lth o u g h  considerab ly  w orn  i t  i s  known th a t  these panels ca rried  

an in s c r ip t io n ,  th e  a rm s o f E a r l P a tr ic k  and the  ro ya l a rm s o f Scotland

in  ascending o rd e r. A  s i m i l a r  panel bearing an in s c r ip t io n , now ille g ib le ,

occurs  on th e  co rbe lled  chimney b re a s t ju s t  to  the  n o rth  o f the  entrance.

To th e  eas t o f  the  m a in  bu ild ing  the  rem ains o f  fu r th e r  windows 

m ay be seen lig h t in g  bo th  the  g re a t h a ll and an adjacent room. These th ree
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superb bow w indow s, one round, one m u lt i-a n g u la r  and th e  n o r th m o s t 

squa re , w ere  la te r  damaged, possib ly in  the  siege o f 1614. The 

tra d e sm a n  s en trance  occurs on the  south  face  a t  the  base o f a square 

p ro je c t in g  to w e r.

The ground f lo o r  o f the  east w ing o f the  palace is  e n t ire ly  

occupied w ith  la rg e  vau lte d  ce lla rs  and th e ir  lin k in g  c o rr id o rs  w h ile  

t o  th e  s o u th , beyond the  s ta ir  w e ll,  is  a k itch e n  obviously enlarged 

d u rin g  th e  b u ild ing  to  enable the extension o f the  E a r l 's  h o s p ita l i ty .

The fa b r ic ,  un like  the  B ishop 's Pa lace, is  u n ifo rm , th e  ye llow  fre e s to n e  

being c a re fu lly  squared and carved th roughou t m o s t o f  th e  s tru c tu re .  

H ow eve r, aw kw ard ly  placed on the  ground f lo o r  a t  the  angle o f the  tw o  

w in g s , a w e ll has been discovered. T h is , lined  w ith  c a re fu lly  carved 

s tones  in  a lte rn a tin g  red  and yellow  bands o f fre e s to n e , undoubtedly 

belongs to  th e  tw e l f th  o r  th ir te e n th  ce n tu ry  when i t  m ay have served 

o u t-b u ild in g s  o f  the  B ishop ’s Palace.

The s ta ir -c a s e  leads o f f  the  ve s tib u le  and r is e s  to  the  f i r s t  

f lo o r  in  a se r ie s  o f s t ra ig h t  f l ig h ts  a lte rn a tin g  w ith  landings. F ro m  the  

to p  land ing  opens a s m a ll square annexe in  the  upper p a r t  o f the  square 

to w e r . P o s s ib ly  fu n c tio n in g  as an a n te -ro o m  o r w a it in g  room  i t  is  l i t  

by th re e  w indows and has a b e a u tifu l ce iling  w ith  r ib  -  and -  panel 

v a u lts  execu ted in  f in e  ash la r. A  stone la v e r is  found to  the  r ig h t  

o f  th e  en trance .

O pposite  th is  a n te -ro o m  on the  same landing is  a sm a ll vau lted  

cham ber co n ta in in g  a f ire p la c e  and tw o - t ie re d  lo cke r. W ith  a window 

ove rlo ok in g  th e  m a in  palace entrance  and access to  the  m a in  s ta ir  i t  

is  H ke ly  to  have been occupied by the  E a r l ’s p r in c ip a l personal se rvan t 

who could thus  in sp e c t and c o n tro l the  v is i to rs  to  th e  Palace.

T o  th e  w e s t o f  these tw o  chambers and leading o f f  a low er 

land ing  is  a cham ber th a t  was probably used by guests. A lthough s itu a te d  

above th e  k itc h e n , and thus w arm ed by the  f lu e  f ro m  the  k itch e n  

f ir e p la c e ,  i t  was c u t o f f  f r o m  the  E a r l ’ s q u a rte rs . The g a r re t s to re y , 

reached by a s p ira l s t a i r  in  the  angle between the  tw o  w in g s , seems to  

have had ’ s tu d ie s ’ in  the  tw o  round tow e rs .



The m a in  h a ll and E a r l ’s apa rtm en ts  are to  be found in  the  

e a s t w ing  and i t s  ad jacent n o rth -w e s t tow e r.

...T he  g re a t h a ll o f E a r l P a tr ic k ’s Palace has been one 

o f th e  nob lest s ta te  room s o f any p r iv a te  ca s tle  in  

S cotland ’. ^

Occupying m o s t o f  the  east w ing and l i t  by tw o  la rge  bow w indow s, one 

o f  th e  w e s t- fa c in g  o r ie ls  and a window o f th re e  l ig h ts ,  round-headed 

and d iv ided  in to  th re e  sections by tra n so m s, occupying m o s t o f  the  

so u th  g a b le , it  is  a handsome room. A  m a g n ific e n t f ire p la c e  occurs in  

th e  m id d le  o f  the  w e s t w a ll (P la te  15). The jam bs are r ic h ly  m oulded 

t o  resem b le  those o f the  entrance door w h ile  the  l in t e l  fo rm s  a 

s t r a ig h t  a rc h ,th e  stones being kinked to  p reven t s lipp ing . Above the  

l in t e l  is  a re lie v in g  a rch , the  o rig in a l m asonry between th is  a rch  and 

th e  l in t e l  no longer ex is ting . The E a r l's  in it ia ls  and co rone t are found 

on th e  ca p ita ls  o f the  jambs. In  add ition  a s m a lle r f ire p la c e  e x is ts  in  

th e  n o r th  gable. M u ra l lockers  are placed near the  en trance  to  th e  h a ll 

and th e  recess f o r  a d resser o r b u f fe t  is  placed between th e  bow 

w indows. The g a r re t  is  reached by the  s p ira l s ta irw a y  m entioned 

p re v io u s ly .

To the  n o rth  o f the  g re a t h a ll is  the  f i r s t  o f  th e  E a r l 's  

p r iv a te  cham bers, possib ly  fu n c tio n in g  as an audience cham ber. L i t  by 

th e  second o r ie l window and the  square bow window opposite  i t  has a 

f ire p la c e  and p r iv y . The g a r re t s to re y  is en te red  by a s m a ll s p ira l 

s t a i r  a t  th e  ju n c tio n  w ith  the  n o rth -w e s t to w e r. The inne r room  found 

in  th e  to w e r  is  ano the r handsome apa rtm e n t. Windows fa ce  n o r th ,  sou th  

and w e s t,  g iv ing  views o f the C athedra l and o th e r palace bu ild ings w h ile  

f u r t h e r  cham bers known as 's tu d ie s ’ occur in  the  tw o  bu lky round tu r r e ts .  

A  f ire p la c e  and p r iv y  are included.

The combined bu ild ing  which E a r l P a tr ic k  c o n s tru c te d  o u t o f 

th e  O ld  W o rk  o r  P lace and New W ork o f uhe Yards is  unp ara lle lled  in  

Sco tland  a lthough f ro m  records i t  has been discovered th a t  bo th  the  

m a s te r  o f  w o rks  and the  mason were Scots. The s ty le  o f  th e  bu ild ings 

and th e  splendour and re fin e m e n t o f  the  decora tions revea l a man o f 

c u ltu re d  ta s te ,  who, w h ile  exacting g re a t riches  by oppressing his 

v a s s a ls , was capable o f channelling his w e a lth  in to  the  c o n s tru c tio n  o f



a rc h ite c tu ra l w orks  th a t  were to  enhance g re a tly  b o th  th e  burgh o f 

K irk w a ll and m ore  rem o te  p a rts  o f h is earldom .

The C h a rte r  o f James I I I  rep resen ts  the  tow n  as com pris ing

tw o  d is t in c t  se c tio n s , the Burgh and the  Lave rock , separa ted  by an

open a rea  in  f r o n t  o f the  C athedra l. However, as e a r ly  as 13 th  A p r i l ,
28 .

1618, a S e is in  is  recorded in  the  R e g is te rs  concern ing a tenem en t o f 

land  'ly in g  in  the  M id toun  o f K irk w a ll '- th a t  area between the  b ridge 

ove r Papdale B u rn  and the  garden o f the  B ishop's Palace. C e rta in ly  

th e  e re c t io n  o f  the  E a r l's  Palace, in  w hat was fo rm e r ly  considered to  

be th e  e c c le s ia s tic a l p re c in c t would have b lu rre d  th e  fo rm e r  d is t in c t io n  

be tw een th e  e a r l's  tow n  and the  bishop's tow n -  a d is t in c t io n  th a t  would 

seem  unnecessary anyhow during the period  when th e  S te w a rt e a rls  

dom ina ted  th e  b ishop ric  and earldom  lands and c la im ed c o n tro l ove r the  

bu rgh  a d m in is tra tio n .

Expansion o f  the  tow n proceeded apace as the  se is ins  show.

The c o n s tru c tio n  o f  the  p r in c ip a l build ings had a t t r a c te d  c ra fts m e n  

and a r t is a n s  f ro m  bo th  B r ita in  and the  C ontinen t. In  a d d itio n  the  

a d m in is tra t io n  o f  bo th  the  earldom  and b ishopric  re q u ire d  the  presence 

o f  a la rg e  num ber o f learned o f f ic ia ls  and the  re c o n s tru c tio n  o f  the  

C a th e d ra l C hap te r in  1544, in  p a r t ic u la r ,  gave r is e  to  considerable 

re s id e n t ia l bu ild ing .

The b e s t preserved o f the  old e c c le s ia s tic a l residences is  th a t  

known as Tankerness House, a com posite s t ru c tu re ,  ly in g  in  th e  m id -to w n  

im m e d ia te ly  to  the  w e s t o f the  C a thedra l (P la te  16). In  1544 B ishop Reid 

c re a te d  Magnus S trang , sub -chan to r, and John T y r ie ,  a rch-dean , b u t i t  

was a t  th e  t im e  o f the  R e fo rm a tio n , on the  appo in tm ent o f  G ilb e r t  F a d z ie  

as a rch -dean , th a t  the  sub-chan try  and archdeanery w ere jo ined  by 

a d d it io n a l bu ild ings to  fo rm  the  p resen t m ansion b u i l t  round an a lm o s t 

re c ta n g u la r  co u rtya rd . The open c o u rt is  en te red  f ro m  the  s t r e e t  to  the  

e a s t th ro u g h  a heavily  moulded round—arched gateway. Above the  en trance  

is  a co rbe lled  balcony bearing a panel conta in ing tw o  coats o f a rm s. The 

sh ie lds  bear th e  arm s and in it ia ls  o f G ilb e r t Fou lz ie  and his w ife ,  E liza b e th  

K in n a ird . A n  in s c r ip t io n , also included in  th e  a rm o ria l panel, bea rs  th e  da te  

1574; poss ib ly  the  date o f com ple tion  o f the  bu ild ing.



The n o r th  w ing (Fig. 17) is  a long oblong b lock , tw o  s to re ys

and a g a r re t  in  h e ig h t, p resen ting  i t s  crow -stepped gable to  the  s tre e t.

E x te n d in g  f ro m  the  s t re e t  tow ards the  garden and p ro je c tin g  beyond

th e  p re s e n t w e s t w ing th is  b lock appears to  be contemporaneous w ith  the

m a in  en trance . The o rig in a l entrance to  the  b lock , to g e th e r w ith  a s ta ir ,

is  found  in  a re c ta n g u la r to w e r p ro je c tin g  in to  the  n o r th -e a s t co rne r o f
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th e  c o u r ty a rd . The skew -puts on the  n o rth  w ing bear the  sacred 

in i t ia ls  IHS (a m is ta k e  f o r  IHC) and those o f archdean F ou lz ie  and his 

w ife .  A  le a n - to  s t ru c tu re  o f la te r  date has been e rec ted  near the  s ta ir  

to w e r  and th e  w ing i t s e l f  has been bo th  m odernised e x te rn a lly  and 

re m o de lled  in te rn a lly .  The m odern window in  the  south  w a ll beside the  

p re s e n t e n tra n c e , how ever, has a s ix te e n th  cen tu ry  l in t e l  in scribed :

H E IR  BE GOD.

The w e s t w ing appears to  have been rem odelled in  the  e igh teen th  

c e n tu ry . L-shaped in  p lan , i t  has a w e s tw a rd  extension to  correspond 

w ith  t h a t  o f  th e  n o r th  wing. The so u th -w e s t skew -pu t bears the  date 

1722, w h ile  on th e  n o r th -w e s t are the  in it ia ls  RB and MS -  R o be rt B a ik ie  

o f  Tankerness and h is w ife ,  M a rg a re t S inc la ir. The south and eas t w ings 

a re  o f a la te r  date. Hossack re la te s  th a t  F ou lz ie  died som etim e be fo re  

1595 and,due to  debts in cu rre d  by h is grandson, G ilb e r t S in c la ir , Bisbop 

Grahame acqu ired  a bond over the  house. Th is he t ra n s fe r re d  to  his son- 

in - la w , P a t r ic k  S m ith  o f B ra co , a m em ber o f a la rge  land-owning fa m ily . 

In  1633 £600 was borrow ed f ro m  James B a ik ie  o f Tankerness and was 

fo llo w e d  by a f u r t h e r  sum o f 1000 m erks la te r  in  the  same m onth. Thus 

i t  was in e v ita b le  th a t  th e  B a ik ie s  acqu ired F o u lz ie ’s m ansion naming i t  

a f t e r  t h e ir  c o u n try  e s ta te .

On e ith e r  side o f  Tankerness House were in  the  s ix te e n th  

and seven teen th  c e n tu ry  o th e r o f f ic ia l  residences o f church o f f ic e rs .  

O ccupying a s ite  to  the  sou th  o f the  ca s tle  ru ins  and extending w estw ard  

to  th e  Oyce was th e  m ansion and garden o f the  P ro vo s t. Demolished 

b e fo re  1677, i t  was replaced by a b e a u tifu l m ansion w ith  an o r ie l window 

ove rlook ing  th e  C a the d ra l b u i l t  on the  n o r th  p a r t  o f  the  s ite . Im m ed ia te lyto
to  th e  n o r th  o f  the  su b -ch a n try  and arch-deanery was the  Thesaurerie  

o r  res idence  o f  th e  T re a su re r. Occupied in i t ia l ly  by Stephen Culross i t  

ceased to  fu n c t io n  as an o f f ic ia l  residence when the  pos t o f  tre a s u re r



was abolished a t  the  R e fo rm a tio n . In  the  fo llo w in g  years i t  was in  the  

possess ion  o f tw o  landowning fa m ilie s  -  the  C ra ig ies  o f G a irsay and the  

B a ik ie s  o f  Burness -  be fo re  becoming in  1700

to ta l l ie  ruinous in  G avills  and Syde -  w a lls  and
on

w a n tin g  R o o ff and w indows'.

The residences o f the  chaplains, chance llo r and sub-dean o f  the

C a th e d ra l la y  to  the  south  o f Tankerness House in  the  Laverock. A f t e r

th e  R e fo rm a tio n  none o f these build ings rem ained in  the  hands o f  the

church  f o r  v e ry  long b u t were instead taken over by m e rch an ts  and

h e r i to r s  f r o m  o th e r p a r ts  o f Orkney, o fte n  as paym ent f o r  a debt. James

B a ik ie  o f  Tankerness thus acquired the  sub-dean's manse in  1689 when

John Sm ythe o f  Rapness f e l l  in to  debt. I t  is  l ik e ly  th a t  a l l these

dw e llings  w e re  s u b s ta n tia l bu ild in g s , the chance llo r’s res idence , f o r

in s ta n c e , being described in  the  V a lua tion  R o ll o f 1677 as
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'••• ane g re a t  tenem ent under a s c la i t t  r u i f f ’.

O th e r im p o r ta n t b u ild ings , occupied p r in c ip a lly  by burgesses, 

w e re  to  be found  s c a tte re d  along the  m ain  s t re e t  th a t  p a ra lle lle d  the  

s h o re  o f  th e  lagoon. The dwellings them selves w ere gene ra lly  s im p le , 

undecora ted  s t ru c tu re s , o f tw o  o r  th re e  s to re ys  w ith  e ith e r  one side o r 

a gable fa c in g  the  narrow  s tre e t.  The basic fo rm  then  seems to  have 

been

tw o  room s w ith  a s ta ir  between and a c lo s e t behind
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the  s ta ir  on tw o  f lo o rs  and an a t t ic  above'.

The ro o fs  w e re  genera lly  s la te d , although some m ay have been tha tched . 

W a lls  w e re  o f  lo c a l fla gs tone  rubble usually la id  in  c lay and harled . In  

la t e r  seven teen th  ce n tu ry  w o rk  dressings o f fre e s to n e  appear and 

im p o r ta n t  burgesses fre q u e n tly  had th e ir  arm s carved on l in te ls ,  

plaques o r  p u tt-s to n e s . M ore complex s tru c tu re s  w ere b u i l t  around 

th re e  s ides o f a s quare , the  connecting w a ll between the  gable ends on 

th e  f o u r th  side enclosing a cou rtya rd . The ro o fs  are c h a ra c te r is t ic a lly  

h igh p itc h e d  w ith  crow -stepped gables. F re q u e n tly  o f f ic e s  such as a 

k itc h e n , brew -house and byre to g e th e r an adjacent k a ily a rd  and pea t 

b rae  w e re  to  be found a t  the  re a r o f the  liv in g  q u a rte rs .



Houses s t i l l  in  existence f ro m  the  s ix te e n th  and seventeenth 

c e n tu ry  are  e x tre m e ly  d i f f ic u l t  to  tra c e . The c h a rte rs  o f the  tenem ents, 

as d e ta ile d  by Hossack, fre q u e n tly  conta in  re fe ren ces  to  'ru in ous ' houses 

and i t  is  c e r ta in  th a t some s ite s  have experienced a num ber o f d is t in c t  

pe rio ds  o f d e m o lit io n  and rebu ild ing . Thus w h ile  a s ite  m ay be ancient 

th e  p re s e n t dw e lling  on i t  may bear a com pa ra tive ly  re c e n t date. In  th is  

n o r th e rn  p a r t  o f  the  Kingdom the  a rc h ite c tu ra l s ty le  f o r  dom estic  

bu ild ings  rem a ined  unchanged over many cen tu ries  and subsequent 

re n o v a tio n  m ay disguise a much o lder s tru c tu re .  The a rm o ria ls  and dated 

m onogram s in co rp o ra te d  in  some o f the  bu ild ings m ay also be m isleading. 

O fte n  these  carved fre e s to n e  blocks were rem oved f ro m  one bu ild ing  to  

a n o th e r in  subsequent re c o n s tru c tio n s . An example o f th is  rem ova l is  

fo u n d  in  V ic to r ia  S tre e t where a f ire p la c e  l in te l  w ith  a m onogram  (I) T 

HS f o r  John T r a i l l  and Helen S te w a rt, and 1679, the  date o f th e ir  m a rr ia g e , 

appears ove r th e  en trance  to  a close.

One s t ru c tu re  e x is tin g  f ro m  the  seventeenth c e n tu ry , however, 

has been id e n t if ie d  by J. S to re r  C louston (P la te  17). The house, ly in g  on 

th e  e a s t side o f  the  Lave rock in  w h a t is  now V ic to r ia  S tre e t ,  is  grouped 

round th re e  sides o f a co u rtya rd . Hossack, in v e s tig a tin g  th e  available 

docum ents a t  th e  end o f the  la s t  c e n tu ry , names the  o rig in a l owner as 

W ill ia m  Gordon who, on h is  dea th , bequeathed the  p ro p e rty  to  his 

daugh te rs . The bu ild ing  appears to  have been bought by Hugh C louston, 

d y e r , c.1700, pass ing  to  h is  son, H enry , s h o r t ly  a fte rw a rd s . Thus the 

V a lu a tio n  R o ll o f  1714 notes

r...H e n ry  C louston  ha th  an double house under s c la i t t  ro o f 

th e re ,  v e ry  o ld , possest by h is fa th e r ,  h im s e lf ,  and
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Hugh S c o tt. The w a lls , t im b e r  and ro o f  ve ry  much fa ily ie d '.  

The house became ru inous and on i t s  purchase by the  Rev, W illia m  S c o tt 

w a s , acco rd ing  to  Hossack, pu lled  down to  a llow  the  e re c tio n  o f a 

handsome double te n em en t w ith  c o u rty a rd  in  i t s  place.

34
On re -e x a m in a tio n  o f  th e  docum ents S to re r  C louston 

concludes th a t  th e  o r ig in a l dw e lling  house was m e re ly  patched and 

re - ro o fe d  by S c o tt and s u b s ta n tia te s  h is c la im  a f te r  cross-checking 

s e is in s , v a lu a tio n  ro l ls  and d ia ries . Clous to n  has rev ised  the  number o£ 

te n e m e n ts  in  th e  area f ro m  f iv e  to  fo u r  l is t in g  the  owners o f 'Hugh



C lous ton  s House' as Thomas M ain (1623), O liv e r L inay  and P a tr ic k  

M u rra y .

Survey o f th is  house ind ica tes  a bu ild ing , c.55 fe e t  x  22 fe e t ,  

having th e  w e s t gable a b u ttin g  on the  s t r e e t  (F ig. 18). The w a lls  are th ic k  

v a ry in g  f r o m  3 fe e t  to  3 fo o t  6 inches b u t an enormous c ro s s -w a ll o r 

m id -g a b le  4 f t .  6 ins. in  th ickness lie s  tow ards the  cen tre . To the  east 

o f  th is  c ro s s -w a ll is  a sm a ll room  w ith o u t f ire p la c e  o r windows. The 

b u ild in g  seems to  have been b u i l t  in to  a high bank and windows would have 

been unnecessary. Access to  the  to p  o f the  bank would have been by an 

o u ts id e  s t a i r ,  since rem oved, and a sm a ll door opening in to  the  upper 

room  e x is ts  in  th e  eas t gable. The o th e r tw o  room s on the  ground f lo o r  -  

th e  p re s e n t p a r lo u r and k itch e n  -  are o f app ro x im a te ly  equal s ize  and 

sepa ra ted  by  a wooden s ta ir .  Two e x te rn a l entrances e x is t: a r ic h ly  

m oulded fre e s to n e  doorway, possib ly  e rec ted  by Rev. S c o tt; and a n a rro w e r 

door lead ing  in to  the  k itc h e n , o f  a la te r  date. A n  old window in  the  

p a r lo u r ,  fa c in g  the  c o u rty a rd , has been converted  in to  a s m a ll cupboard^ 

le av in g  on ly  tw o  la rg e  windows fa c in g  sou th  and a th ir d  in  the  w e s t gable. 

The s ing le  f l ig h t  o f  s ta irs  leads to  tw o  o f the  th re e  upper room s above 

w h ich  is  th e  a t t ic .

T h is  su rvey id e n t if ie d  a house e xh ib itin g  m any old d e ta ils  b u t 

w h ich  was s ig n if ic a n t ly  d i f fe r e n t  f ro m  the  no rm a l tw o -room ed  house th a t  

was com m on when W illia m  M a in , fa th e r  o f Thom as, co n s tru c te d  i t  c.1590. 

In  a d d it io n , an in v e n to ry  o f th e  house, dated 1657, m entioned a 'g re a t 

h a l l* , a d e s c r ip tio n  th a t  could n o t apply to  any o f the  surveyed room s. 

S tudy o f  th is  in v e n to ry  and th e  fa b r ic  seems to  ind ica te  th a t  th e  p resen t 

k itc h e n  was o r ig in a lly  the  g re a t h a ll,  the  o r ig in a l k itch e n  probably being 

across  th e  c o u r t.  A  la rg e r  c e n tra l room  could have ex is ted  i f  the  wooden 

s t a i r  had been n e a re r the  w e s t gable. The tw o  e a s te r ly  room s called 

'c e l la r s ' appear to  have been used as s to re -ro o m s .

Evidence th a t  the  o r ig in a l bu ild ing  was a single s to re y  dw elling 

e x is ts  in  th e  f a c t  th a t  the  upper w a lls  are much th in n e r than  those on 

th e  ground f lo o r .  There appears to  have been no f ire p la c e  in  e ith e r  gable, 

the  w e s t gable showing evidence o f the  presence o f a doorway leading on 

to  th e  s t r e e t .  C louston  concludes, th e re fo re ,  th a t



* ...o r ig in a lly  the  whole house was only one s to re y  h igh , 

and consisted  o f a h a ll 35 f t  long , b u t 15^ f t .  w ide , 

having a door on the  w e s t end and a f i r e ,  o r f i r e s ,  

in  the  m id d le , w ith  a h a lf  underground cham ber a t  

the  ea s t end divided f ro m  the  h a ll by a th ic k  cross
O C

w a ll,  s tro n g ly  suggesting a la rge  "a le -h u r ry " . '

The houses to  the  eas t and south  o f  the  close are la te r  bu ild ings.

The boundaries o f the  Royal Burgh as id e n t if ie d  in  1486 

rem a ine d  co n s ta n t f o r  many cen tu ries . K irk w a ll Bay and the  c r o f ts  

o f  S t. C a th e rin e 's  Quoy fo rm e d  the  n o rth e rn  l im i t s ;  the  Oyce, Broad 

Sands and the  C r a f ty  those to  the  w e s t, w h ile  to  th e  eas t la y  the  lands 

o f  Papdale , Quoyangry and o th e r quoys bo rde ring  the  Lave rock; and on 

th e  sou th  the  lands o f H o rne r squoy, P ipers quoy and G la itness. Thus 

ly in g  w ith in  th e  Royal Burgh were s ite s  along w ha t are now known as 

Shore S t re e t ,  H arbour S tre e t and the  eas t p a r t  o f A y re  Road, B ridge 

S t r e e t ,  A lb e r t  S t re e t ,  Broad S t re e t ,  V ic to r ia  S tre e t ,  and M ain S tre e t. 

The e x te n t o f  developm ent w ith in  the  burgh a t  any p a r t ic u la r  date is 

d i f f i c u l t  to  a s c e rta in  accu ra te ly . However, re fe re n ce  to  the  evidence 

produced in  ’K irk w a ll in  the  O rkneys ’ by B.H. Hossack concerning the  

h is to r y  o f  va rious  quoys o f  land and bu ild ings does enable a p ic tu re  to  

be b u i l t  up. The re s u lts  o f  th is  analysis have, th e re fo re ,  been used to  

com p ile  a map o f  th e  burgh in  th e  year 1700 (F ig.19).

The map shows th a t  f a i r l y  extensive bu ild ing  developm ent had 

o ccu rre d  along th e  m a in  s t re e t .  The s ite  o f the  o rig in a l f is h in g  ham le t 

t o  th e  n o r th  o f  Papdale B u m , how ever, shows a close arrangem ent o f 

te n e m e n ts  b u i l t  gable end on to  th e  m a in  th o ro u g h fa re  and separated 

one f r o m  ano the r by a na rrow  lane o r close. D uring  the  f i r s t  period o f 

deve lopm ent some o f the  o r ig in a l humble h a b ita tio n s  had, no doubt, 

been dem olished being rep laced by g rander tow n houses o f the  land­

owning fa m ilie s .  Thus in  the  la t t e r  p a r t  o f  the  seventeenth cen tu ry  

names such as P ro v o s t B a ik ie , Buchanan o f  Rusland, Rendall o f B re ck , 

T ra iU  o f  W oodwick and S in c la ir o f S w inb ruch t, the  la t t e r  a son o f 

W il l ia m , E a r l o f O rkney, are a tta ched  to  m any pieces o f p ro p e rty  along 

th e  shore. Hossack re c o rd s , f o r  in s tan ce , th a t  P a tr ic k  S m ith  o f B raco, 

s o n - in - la w  to  B ishop Graham , was the  e a r lie s t  owner o f a tenem ent o f



land  on th e  e as t p a r t  o£ the  ’R a m p a rts ’ » the  p re se n t s ite  o f K irk w a ll 

H o te l* B y 1677 th is  p ro p e rty  had passed to  P a tr ic k  T r a i l l  o f E lness 

who had

’oootws la rge  double tenem ents under s c la i t t  r o o f ,  

p n t lie  possest be h im s e lf ,  b e tw ix t  the  k in g ’s 

h ie  s t r e e t  tow ards the  p ie r  and sh o ir  on the  n o r th ,  

th e  k in g 's  h ie s t re e t  on the  e a s t, e tc,,’

In  1690 David T r a i l l ,  P a tr ic k 's  second son, had cleared away the  double 

te n e m e n ts  bu ild ing  one la rge  house on the  s ite  w h ich , regarded w ith  

d is fa v o u r  by the  townspeople, was given the  name ’T r a i l l 's  F o lly '*

To the  w e s t was a la rge  mansion regarded in  th e  f i f t e e n th

c e n tu ry  as being the  m o s t im p o r ta n t house n e x t to  the  C astle  and
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Palace* I t  is  en te red  in  the  Seisins as 'o f  old ca lled the  Inns' and 

was c o n s tru c te d  f o r  S ir  David S in c la ir  o f  Sw inbrucht, I t  was too  la rge  

f o r  any n o rm a l fa m ily  and appears to  have been d ivided to  accom m odate 

th e  households o f tw o  w e a lth y  burgesses in  the  fo llo w in g  century* The 

e x is tence  o f carved p u t t  stones ind ica tes  the  presence o f the  M o n c r ie ffs  

and th e  N is b e t and T r a i l l  fa m ilie s  a t  d i f fe r e n t  tim es* In  1690, however, 

th e  C o lle c to r  o f Custom s occupied the  w e s te rn  p a r t.

A sso c ia ted  a s it  was w ith  the  e a r l's  governm ent i t  is  n a tu ra l 

to  suppose th a t  c e r ta in  m in o r  pub lic  bu ild ings would have occupied s ite s  

in  th is  p a r t  o f  the  burgh* Hossack tra c e s  a num ber o f such build ings*

To th e  w e s t o f the  'In n s ’ was in  c0 1647 the  K ing 's  New House o r G irn e ll 

in  w h ich  co rn  would be ga the red  f ro m  the  es ta te s  and d ried  i f  necessary 

in  th e  ad jacen t k i ln  (since removed)* A  s m a ll s lipw ay opposite the 

G irn e ll is  s t i l l  known as the  'co rn  s lip '*  The Keeper o f the  K n g 's  G irn e ll 

was an im p o r ta n t  f ig u re  in the  com m un ity  ho ld ing , in  a d d itio n , the  t i t l e  

o f  C ham berla in  o f the  Earldom * F a r th e r  e a s t along the  shore was the 

B u t te r  S torehouse, a bu ild ing  in  w h ich s k a t t  paid in  b u t te r  f ro m  the 

ea rldom  lands could be co llected* A d jace n t to  the  B u t te r  Storehouse 

was a b u ild in g  known as T oun iga r, poss ib ly  the  f i r s t  To lboo th  o f the 

burgh* B y 1665, how ever, i t  had been sold to  M itc h e ll Rendall o f Breck*

M oving in land f ro m  the  shore to  the  b u rn , along w hat is  now 

B rid g e  S t re e t ,  a s im ila r  p a t te rn  o f bu ild ings occu rred , again occupied 

p r in c ip a lly  by land«owning m erchants. Some tra d e s , how ever, are also



re p resen ted . F o r  in s tance , W illia m  C o v in g trie  s e t t l in g  in  Orkney in  

1613 in tro d u ce d  a new business, th a t  o f bake r, w h ile  in  the  same 

lo c a l i ty  va riou s  m e rch a n ts , weavers and skippers had th e ir  houses. In 

1677 a house on the  w e s t side o f the  s t re e t
o o

’...u n d e r s c la i t t  ro o fe , except the  k itc h ie ' 

had a surgeon as ten a n t. D esp ite  the  crowding o f m any o f the  bu ild ings, 

o th e rs  w e re  o f considerable size. The Irv in e s  and la te r ,  th e  S inc la irs  

o f  Sabay had ’ane g re a t ludgeing' on the  east side o f  th e  s t re e t  w h ich , 

d u rin g  an assessm ent f o r  window ta x  in  1711, had tw e n ty - f iv e  windows -  

a considerab le  num ber a t th a t  date.

’. .. a p t  o f which haveing y r in  f f y f t e i n  windows

is  possest by James f fe a  o f C le s tre n ; a p t

y r o f ,  having e ig h t w indow s, stand ing  w aste ;

and a p t.  y r o f ,  haveing tw o  w indows, is
39

possest by John M illa r*

Evidence o f in f i l t r a t io n  in to  the  com m un ity  by Scots and 

E n g lish  e x is ts  in  many o f the  old records. The Drummonds o f B la ir -  

D rum m ond possessed a house in  the  bu rgh , one m em ber o f th e ir  fa m ily  

becom ing a b a ilie  in  1680. To the  south  o f Papdale was the  guard-house 

f o r  s o ld ie rs  doing s e n try  d u ty  a t  C ro m w e ll’s F o r t  and a num ber o f 

re fe re n c e s  are found  to  houses occupied by C rom w ellians who, having 

m a rr ie d  lo c a lly ,  s e t up as m e rch an ts  and c ra fts m e n  in  K irk w a ll. 

S om e tim e  in  the  m id -se ve n te e n th  ce n tu ry  George T r a i l l  sold to  H a rry  

E rb u r ie

’. ..  ane la rg e  new te n e m e n t, s c la i t t  r u ife d ,
40

e s t im a t  in  y e a rlie  re n t  to  f y f t i e  pound’ 

ly in g  betw een th e  P ro v o s tr ie  and T h e sa u re rie , E rb u r ie , one o f C rom w e ll' 

s o ld ie rs , m a rr ie d  tw ic e , in to  tw o  lo ca l fa m il ie s ,  and estab lished h im se lf 

as a w e a lth y  m e rch a n t b e fo re  f in a l ly  fa l l in g  in to  debt. I f  the  records 

are  c o r re c t  i t  seems th a t  these C rom w ellians made s ig n if ic a n t 

c o n tr ib u tio n s  to  lo ca l knowledge by in tro d u c in g , among o th e r th in g s , 

techn iques o f gardening and m echanica l a r ts  such as lock  co n s truc tion .

To the  south  o f  Papdale B u rn , in  w ha t came to  be known as 

th e  ’m id - to w n ’ , th e re  was f a i r ly  rap id  developm ent during  the  s ix teen th
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and seven teen th  ce n tu rie s . On the  s ite  o f the  C om m erc ia l Bank was a 

c lu s te r  o f  houses around th re e  sides o f a square enclosing a c o u rtya rd  

known as P a rlia m e n t Close. I t  was here th a t  m uch pub lic business was 

tra n s a c te d . In  the  surrounding houses c ra fts m e n  m ing led  w ith  burgesses. 

F iv e  gene ra tions  o f weavers occupied a house near the  bridge and, in  

th e  grounds o f th e  Dowcot -  a la rge  m ansion w ith  o f f ic e s  th a t  had been 

a llow ed t o  f a l l  in to  ru in  -  a num ber o f humble tha tched  tenem ents  were 

t o  be fo u n d , occupied by severa l people inc lud ing  a ’pyoner’ o r  s t re e t  

c le ane r and a 'bo rrow m an '. Houses and grounds ded icated to  va rious 

C a th e d ra l a lta rs  o r chapels w ere  also in  e x is ten ce , an example being 

th e  house ded icated to  St. B a rb a ra ’s a l ta r  which stood to  the  south  o f 

th e  Long G u tte r  -  an open d ra in  runn ing in to  th e  lagoon. F o llow ing  the  

d e m o lit io n  o f  the  C astle  in  1614 th e  s ite  was ra p id ly  b u i l t  upon, the  

s o u th  b lo ck  house being re n te d  in  1690 by the  Town Council f o r  use as 

a F le s h m a rk e t. Access to  the  open s ite  in  f r o n t  o f the  C a thedra l where 

n o rm a l m a rk e ts  w ere  held w ou ld , no doub t, have encouraged th is  move.

In  th e  L a ve ro ck , the  b ishop’s to w n , bu ild ing  developm ent 

proceeded m o re  s lo w ly  and the  s tru c tu re s  w ere  less c lose ly  spaced. 

A lth o u g h  m any o f the  occupants had church connections the  adoption o f 

P re s b y te r ia n is m  had, as has been shown, led  to  the  a b o lit io n  o f the  

C a th e d ra l C h a p te r the  old church residences being taken  over by 

m e rc h a n t burgesses.

Aw ay f ro m  the  m a in  th o ro u g h fa re  developm ent had been 

spo rad ic . C e rta in  bu ild ings e x is tin g  f ro m  the  seventeenth  ce n tu ry  can 

be seen in  C lay Loan and in  the  quoys tow ards  G la itne ss , b u t beyond the  

bu rgh  boundaries the  o ld fa rm la n d s  rem ained in ta c t  f o r  m any cen tu ries . 

I n f i l l in g  and subd iv is ion  o f quoys w ith in  the  burgh continued s te a d ily  

and w a s te  ground, pea t braes and ka ilya rd s  w ere encroached upon and 

b u i l t  o ve r to  give th e  a lm o s t con tinuous, i f  ir re g u la r ,  bu ild ing  line  th a t  

e x is ts  in  th e  p re se n t towns cape.

E m p loym ent s t ru c tu re  is  d i f f ic u l t  to  tra c e . The P o ll Tax 

R o ll41 f o r  K i r  lew a l l  in  1695 re fe rs  only occasiona lly  to  the  occupation 

o f  th e  head o f household and w h ile  c h a rte rs  and seisins fre q u e n tly  

m e n tio n  the  tra d e  o f o r p o s itio n  held by the  persons m entioned in  the



docum ent no com ple te  p ic tu re  can be b u i l t  up. However, Hossack 

m e n tio n s  th a t  in  1677 e ig h ty -th re e  persons were l is te d  as holding 

burgess t ic k e ts  and a l l appear to  have been engaged in  business. In 

a d d it io n , th e re  were n in e ty - fo u r  ra te p a y e rs , paying in  t o ta l  £2393 

Sco ts (£199*5d) N o t a l l the  businesses succeeded and the  records 

f re q u e n t ly  r e fe r  to  p ro p e rty  passing f ro m  one fa m ily  to  ano the r in  

paym en t o f  deb ts. I t  was in  th is  m anner th a t  m any m e rch an t la ird s , 

such as th e  T r a i l ls ,  and e c c le s ia s tic a l fa m il ie s ,  lik e  th e  Grahames, 

gained la rg e  e s ta te s  and valuable house p ro p e rt ie s  f ro m  th e ir  money 

lend ing  p ra c t ic e s .

Over th e  e ig h t cen tu ries  since the  es ta b lish m e n t o f  the  

ea rldom  th e  to w n  had undergone considerable expansion and w ith  the  

e re c t io n  o f  th e  m a jo r pub lic  bu ild ings to  th e  south  o f the  o rig in a l 

f is h in g  h a m le t th e  focus o f  the  s e tt le m e n t was to  move f ro m  the  

shore to  th e  K ir k  Green in  f r o n t  o f  the  C a thedra l. I t  was to  a house 

a t  th e  end o f  th e  S trynd  th a t  the  To lboo th  was tra n s fe r re d  in  the  

beg inn ing o f  th e  seventeenth  c e n tu ry , b e fo re , a ce n tu ry  o r  so la te r ,  

a Town H a ll and Guard-house was e rec ted  on the  K irk  Green i t s e l f .

The open space in  f r o n t  o f the  C a th e d ra l, a f te r  the  e re c tio n  o f the  

R oya l B u rgh  in  1486, accom m odated the  annual f a i r s ,  o f  wh ich only 

th e  Lam m as M a rk e t su rv ives . Then the  K irk  Green held hundreds o f 

'c lose  and open s tands ' where com m od ities  o f every d e s c r ip tio n  were 

expos ed f o r  sale. D u ring  the  f a i r  the  s ta lls  extended as f a r  as the  

B ishop 's  P a lace , and booths w ere  b u i l t  on each side o f the  lane leading 

down beside Tankerness House lin k in g  the  K irk  Green to  the  liv e s to c k  

m a rk e t  on th e  B road Sands. As the  f a i r  a t t ra c te d  a la rge  number o f 

people f r o m  g re a t d is tances a s tand ing  a rm y  cons is ting  o f  tw o  

com panies o f d r il le d  and arm ed men was used to  m a in ta in  law and o rder. 

The 'u p - th e -g a te ' company m u s te re d  on the  Broad Sands w h ile  the  

'd o w n -th e -g a te ' tro o p s  assem bled on the  A y re . The common guard­

house w a s , u n t i l  the  e re c tio n  o f  th e  Town H a ll in  1740, the  nave o f  the  

C a the d ra l. T h is  dese cra tion  o f  the  church o f  St. Magnus g re a tly  

d is tre s s e d  th e  C a the d ra l d ig n ita r ie s  and a docum ent dated 3rd  December, 

1620, re c o rd s  th a t
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< ... Q lk  day m y L o rd  Bishop w t  the  r e s t  o f the

Sessione having co n s id e r it the  g r y t  abuse

th a t  hes bene u s it  in  the  k ir k  be w o rk ing  and

saw ing o f ty m b e r be anie P a r t ic k la r  m an th a t

d w e llis  w ith in  the  towne o f K irk w a ll,  hes, w ith

ane consen t, o rd a in it  th a t  quhatsom ever person

o r persons presum is in  the  c o n tra r ie  sha ll pay

20s, to  h is quoties as w e il tham e th a t  sawis as
42

tham e th a t  awis the  ty m b e r ,1

H ow eve r, th e  g re a te r  scandal was the  occupation by the  tow n  guard , 

a r e p o r t  o f  w h ich  appeared in  1690.

'. . . th e  m ore  than  barbarous p ra c tic e  o f the

tow n -gu a rd  o f K irk w a ll,  a t  th e  t im e  o f the

Lam m as f a i r ,  t h e ir  keeping guard w ith in  the

church s h u tt in g  o f guns, burn ing  g re a t fy re s

on the  graves o f the  dead, d rin k in g , f id l in g ,

p ipe ing , swearing and cu rs ing  n ig h t and day
43w ith in  the  chu rch1.

W ith  th e  a r r iv a l o f  C rom w ell* s so ld ie rs  in  the  seventeenth 

c e n tu ry  f u r t h e r  l ib e r t ie s  w ere  taken  w ith  the  C athedra l. The 

E n g lis h e s ’ needed to  p rov ide  b o th  accom m odation f o r  them selves 

and fo r t r e s s e s  to  p ro te c t  th e  tow n  aga ins t the  R o y a lis ts , the  C astle  

by th is  t im e  having been destroyed . Thus the  so ld ie rs  helped them selves 

to  w h a t th e  C a th e d ra l could supp ly, v iz . wood f ro m  pews and stones f ro m  

th e  k irk y a rd . In  1674 an a t te m p t was made to  re p a ir  the  damage.

'...T h e  M a g is tra te s  p re se n t declared th a t  they  were w ill in g

th a t  the  church ya rd  should be re b u ilt  as fo rm e r l ie ,

P rovyd ing  th a t  th e  stones o f the  fo rm e r  D yk, w h ich were

ta ke n  away by th e  E n g lishes , where w ith  the  Back Guard

and f o r t s  w e re  bu ilded , being now in  m y L o rd  B ishope’s
44

possess ion , w ere  re s to re d  f o r  th is  e f fe c t . '



The B ack Guard was a t  the  bu rn  o f Papdale and the  f o r t s  on e ith e r

side o f  th e  harbour. The f o r t  to  the  w e s t has since been destroyed  in

q u a rry in g  a c t iv i t ie s ,  b u t the s ite  on the  opposite  side o f the  bay

re m a in s  (P la te  18). Th is  f o r t  was surrounded by a d itc h , the  harbour

being defended v e ry  success fu lly  by cannon. In  m ore  re c e n t t im e s  guns

manned by the  O rkney V o lun tee r A rm y  w ere placed on C ro m w e ll's  old

f o r t .  A lth o u g h  n o rm a lly  so ld ie rs  were q u a rte re d  in  the  guard^house

th e  G overno r and p r in c ip a l persons resided in  K irk w a ll.  Thus G overnor

W atson  re n te d  th e  old manse to  the  south o f the  B ishop 's  Palace f ro m

th e  m in is te r ,  M r. James Douglas, because i t

'la y  conven ien tly  f o r  h im , being w ith in  the  gates o f

th e  pa lace, p rom is ing  to  pay fo u r ty -e ig h t  pounds

Scots money y e a r ly , and to  leave i t  in  as good cond ition
45

when he should be ca lled  o f f '

The occupation o f the  burgh by the  C rom w e llians and the  

d is tu rb a n ce s  under the  S te w a rt E a rls  did much to  d is ru p t the  no rm a l 

a d m in is t ra t io n  o f K irk w a ll.  Since the  f i r s t  c h a r te r  a d m in is tra tio n  

and le g is la t io n  had been in  the  hands o f the  Council w ith  the  burgh c o u rts  

m e e tin g  re g u la r ly  to  dispense ju s tic e . I t  is  po ss ib le  th a t  these c o u rts  

w e re  he ld  in  the  house known as T oun igar a t  the  shore side a lthough no 

d e f in ite  evidence is  fo rth c o m in g . However, i t  is  c e r ta in  th a t  the  

P a r lia m e n t house o f the  S te w a rt E a rls  was im m e d ia te ly  to  the  south 

o f  Papdale B urn . A f t e r  the  d e m o lit io n  o f H enry S in c la ir 's  C as tle  i t  

appears th a t  the  S h e r if f  C o u rt s a t in  the  E a r l 's  Palace f o r  fo u r  yea rs , 

th e n  rem oved to  the  C a the d ra l u n t i l  the  Town H a ll was b u i l t  c. 1740. 

D e s p ite  th e  num erous p r iv ile g e s  taken  up by the  Royal Burgh on re c e ip t 

o f  James H i's  C h a rte r  one was to ta l ly  neglected. No com m iss ioner was 

s e n t f r o m  K irk w a ll to  the  C onvention o f Royal Burghs f o r  tw o  cen tu rie s  

because u n t i l  1611 O rkney continued to  'b ru icke  i t  awen law es ' as a 

dependancy o f  Denm ark. H ow ever, during  the  proceedings aga ins t E a r l 

P a t r ic k  th e  P r iv y  Council

'. . .  to o k  upon i t s e l f  to  abrogate Scandinavian laws and

usages and to  declare th a t  law  o f  Scotland should be
' 46

to le ra te d  in  O rkney and Z e tland .



A lthough  lo c a l governm ent s u ffe re d  d is tu rbance  in  the  tw o

c e n tu r ie s  up to  A .D . 1700 so, as has been shown, d id the  Church.

H ow eve r, the  increas ing  com p le x ity  o f com m un ity  l i f e  was to  depend

la rg e ly  f o r  i t s  s u rv iv a l on an in s t i tu t io n  fo s te re d  under the

e c c le s ia s tic a l w ing -  the  g ram m ar school. Thought to  have been founded

by B ishop B ja rn i (A.D, 1188 ~ 1223) i t  is  l ik e ly  th a t  the  c lasses were held

in  th e  C a th e d ra l w ith  c e r ta in  churchmen a c tin g  as the  teach ing  s ta f f .

In  th e  f i f t e e n th  ce n tu ry  fe w  boys and no g ir ls  a ttended  school. In

1496, how ever, James IV  enacted th a t

'. . .  a l l  persons o f means sha ll send th e ir  e ld e s t sons

to  school f ro m  th e  t im e  th e y  are  e ig h t o r  nine

years  old t i l l  th e y  be co m p e te n tly  founded and 
47

p e r fe c t  in  L a t in '.

On R e id 's  re c o n s tru c tio n  o f the  C a the d ra l C hap te r tw o  m em bers w ith  

spec ia l educa tiona l ta sks  w ere  appointed. The f i r s t ,  th e  Chaplain o f 

S t. P e te r

'. . . s h a l l  be a M a s te r o f  A r t s  and an e ru d ite  G ram m arian.
48

He a lso sha ll be M a s te r o f the  G ram m ar School'

The second, the  Chaplain o f St. A u gus tine , was requ ire d  to  be a D o c to r 

in  b o th  k inds o f  song as he w ould be m a s te r  o f the  Song School. Th is  

B ishop  was a lso  responsib le  f o r  c o n s tru c tin g  a c o u r t o f  houses to  be a 

'C o lledge ' -  th e  bu ild ing  being e re c te d  to  the  w e s t o f  the  B ishop 's 

Pa lace a t  the  end o f  a long te nem en t known as th e  'Ludgeing ', Under 

b o th  th e  E p iscopa lians and P re s b y te ria n s  the  g ram m ar school continued 

t o  be ru n  by m in is te rs  f ro m  S co tland, th e  tow n council in te r fe r in g  

on ly  in  1698 when s t r i f e  betw een the  e cc le s ia s tic s  th re a te ned  to  d is ru p t 

th e  school.

The Scots in flu e n ce  in  education did m uch to  d ilu te  the  old 

N orse  c u ltu re  w h ile  undoubtedly b e n e fit in g  the  com m un ity  as a whole. 

Thus by th e  ye a r 1700 the  burgh o f K irk w a ll had la rg e ly  th ro w n  o f f  the 

V ik in g  in flu e n ce  and had become an im p o r ta n t com m erc ia l cen tre  in  the 

n o r th . I t s  in flu e n ce  was unchallenged. The c e n tra l p o s itio n  w ith in  the 

is la n d  group fa c i l i t a te d  i t s  dom ina tion  over the  s t i l l  la rg e ly  a g r ic u ltu ra l 

c o m m u n ity  w h ile  the  w e a lth  and extravagance o f i t s  popu la tion  and i t s  

e d if ic e s  gave i t  a re p u ta t io n  th a t  spread f a r  to  the  south. In  the w e s t 

M a in land , how ever, a fe w  s c a tte re d  h u ts  were m u lt ip ly in g  beside a bay



t h a t  had long been used by shipping s h e lte r in g  f ro m  the  n o rth e rn  winds 

a deve lopm ent th a t  was to  re s u lt  in  the  e s ta b lish m e n t o f  a second 

im p o r ta n t  O rcad ian tra d in g  s e tt le m e n t during  th e  ce n tu rie s  th a t  

fo llo w e d *



CHAPTER IV

W hen, som e tim e  be fo re  1595, R o b e rt,  ’E r ie  o f  O rkna y ', s e t 

in  fe u  a p iece o f  ground m easuring ’a ug h tsco ir f u t t i s  o f  le n th  and 

a u g h ts c o ir  f u t t i s  o f  b re id ’ to  W illia m  C la rk  and M a rio n  C h a lm er, h is 

s pouse,

*••• w i th  pow er o f  b rew ing and s e llin g , ke ip ing  o f  o s t le r ie

and bying  o f  a l l th ing s  apperten ing  th a ir t o  f o r  fu rn is s in g
2

o f  th e  commounes and v th e r is  re s o r t in g  th a ira w a y ’

th e  advantages o f  th e  she lte re d  bay f o r  tra d in g  had obv ious ly  been

recogn ised . H ow ever, the  n a tu ra l lo c a tio n  f o r  such an in n  was n o t to

th e  w e s t o f  H a nna  Voe, which was to  become th e  s ite  o f  the  la te r  to w n ,

b u t  th e  lo w e r m ore  open ground to  the  sou th  o f  th e  'M y ln  Burne o f 
3

C a irs to n *  -  a s ite  a t  the  head o f the  bay where a g e n tly -s lo p in g  s andy 

beach a llow ed s m a ll tenders f ro m  schooners anchored nearby to  be drawn

up w h ile  th e  seamen sampled the  lo ca l h o s p ita lity .

I t  m ay seem strange  th a t ,  a t  th is  c o m p a ra tive ly  e a r ly  d a te ,

such an e s ta b lis h m e n t should have proved a v iab le  econom ic p ro p o s itio n .

Knowledge o f  th e  existence o f d is c re te  a g r ic u ltu ra l tow nsh ips w ith in

th e  p a r is h , fo rc e d  in to  s e lf- s u f f ic ie n c y  by the  topography and la c k  o f

adequate land com m un ica tions, would in d ica te  th a t  th e  se rv ices  p rov ided

a t  th is  t im e  and place would n o t be re q u ire d , c e r ta in ly  by  th e  lo c a l
4

in h a b ita n ts . Y e t  Jo Ben ind ica tes  th a t  Hamna Voe had long been

recogn ised  as p rov id ing  a sa fe  anchorage f o r  sa ilin g  vesse ls p ly in g  these

n o r th e rn  w a te rs  and in  1529 te s t i f ie s  to  i t s  use by ships o f  m any n a tio n s ,

e s p e c ia lly  those  f r o m  F rance and Spain.

*... S trom ness a lia  parochia e s t ,  e t  p o rtu m  habet

s a lu t i f  e rum ; c la ss i hie e x itu s  op tim us : GalK

Hispanique h ie tem p es ta tes  saepissim e e v ita n t:

H ie  n u ll i  v e n t i naves laedere possunt:

V o c a tu r p o rtu s  h ie  C a irs ta n e , quia Saxis 
5

m u m ta  e s t f.

O rkneyinga Saga m entions S trom ness on ly  tw ic e  b u t shows 

t h a t  th e  f  avourable cond itions o f  th e  w a te rs  o±. th e  bay had been 

recogn ised  a t  an even e a r lie r  date. The re fe re n ce s  com prise  an account



o f th e  fe u d  between E a r l H ara ld Maddadson and his cousin , E a r l 

E r le n d , ove r H a ra ld 1 s c la im  to  lands in  Orkney. A lthough  th e  name 

K ja r re k s te a d  , associa ted w ith  the  c a s tle , occurs in  the  account th e re  

is  no m e n tio n  o f  the  pa rish  name ’S trom ness ’ in  the  Sagas. Evidence o f 

an e a r ly  s e tt le m e n t in  th is  so u th -w e s t co rne r o f  th e  M ainland o f Orkney 

is ,  th e re fo re ,  lacking . I t  seems un like ly  th a t  th e  V ik ing s  had any la rge  

p e rm a n e n t s e tt le m e n t w ith in  the  pa rish  a lthough the  E a r l 's  B u ’ and i t s  

f o r t r e s s  would have been used as a te m p o ra ry  residence. In  a d d itio n , 

fe w  a rchaeo log ica l s ite s  o f note have been d iscovered. F o u r b roch  s ite s  

e x is t  -  a t  th e  Howe o f C a irs to n , a t  W arebeth  Beach and on th e  coast 

a t  B reckne ss , bo th  fa c in g  Hoy Sound, and a t  A r io n , to  th e  w e s t o f  the  

L och  o f  Stennes -  none w ith in  the  p resen t burgh boundary. Severa l b u rn t 

mounds a re  m arked on the  Ordnance Survey maps b u t these are s c a tte re d  

on th e  edges o f  the  h igher ground tow ards the  ce n tre  o f the  pa rish .

B y th e  s ix te e n th  ce n tu ry , however, a la rge  num ber o f 

tow nsh ips  had developed in  the  pockets o f f e r t i l e  ground in  th e  w e s te rn  

p a r t  o f  th e  p a r is h  and on the  m ore gentle  e a s t- fa c in g  slopes tow a rds  

Stenness Loch. In  the  e a rly  re n ta ls  seventeen e n tr ie s  w ere  made f o r  

S trom ness  p a rish  and although some o f these would be f o r  th e  lands 

be long ing to  s ing le  fa rm s  o th e rs , such as C a irs to n , In n e r and O u te r 

S trom ness ( la te r  Innertow n and O u te rtow n) com prised a num ber o f s m a ll 

fa rm s  w ith in  the  tow nsh ip  dykes. Thus th e re  is  no evidence rega rd ing  the  

e a r ly  deve lopm ent o f an urban cen tre  around the  shores o f Hamna Voe 

and i t  w ou ld  appear th a t  p r io r  to  1624 no land had been seised on th e  w e s t 

side o f  th e  bay and the  pa rish  was inhabited by a s c a tte re d  fa rm in g  

popu la tion .

U n like  the  c a p ita l, K irkw aH , whose h is to ry  has been 

docum ented f ro m  a ve ry  e a rly  pe riod , S trom ness has rece ived  l i t t l e  

a t te n t io n .  R eference to  the  records th a t  are  m  ex is tence  f ro m  th e  

s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry , however, exposes c e r ta in  anomalies p a r t ic u la r ly  

re g a rd in g  place-nam e elem ents w ith in  the  parish . B e fo re  proceeding to  

s tu d y  th e  h is  to r y  and development o f the  burgh in  m ore  d e ta il i t  is  

necessary to  a t te m p t to  explain some o f these anomalies.



F ro m  the  e a rly  days o f the  earldom  when land was s p l i t  

in to  a num ber o f f a i r ly  sm a ll a d m in is tra tiv e  u n its ,  th e  pa rishes , th is  

e x tre m e  s o u th -w e s t co rner o f the  Orkney M ain land, an area o f c.33 sq. 

k in s . ,  adopted the  shore-nam e, 'S trom ness ' (F igs.20 & 21). However, 

e a r ly  m aps by W allace and K itc h in  ind ica te  th a t  the  exac t lo c a tio n  o f 

th e  p ro m o n to ry  named 'S tro m  Ness' was in  d ispu te . W allace in  h is 

'M ap o f  th e  Is land s  o f O rkney' id e n t if ie s  'B re ik n e s s e ', and m arks  

'C a irs to n ' on the  s ite  o f the  p resen t burgh, b u t places th e  name 

’S tro m n e sse ' to  the  n o rth  o f B reckness, on the  w e s t coas t in  the  

v ic in i t y  o f  th e  B lack C raig. K itc h in , how ever, m a rks  'S trom ness ' a t  

p re s e n t-d a y  B reckness, a t  the  entrance to  Hoy Sound.

These tw o  ca rtog raphers  obviously fo llo w e d  C apta in  G reenville  

C o llin s , hydrographer to  the  K ing , who, pub lish ing his C oasting  P i lo t  

in  1689, a lso appears to  be confused over the  lo c a tio n  o f  S tro m  Ness, 

us ing  th e  tw o  p o s s ib ilit ie s  then  in  vogue on separa te  c h a rts . (F ig .22)

In  h is  m ap o f  'The Islands o f O rkney' he in d ica tes  nine s m a ll bu ild ings 

w h ich  he names 'C a irs to n ' to  the  w e s t o f the  harbour. He also includes 

soundings f o r  the  m ain  channels and the  lo c a tio n  o f sa fe  anchorages 

b u t  la rg e ly  ignores the  in land d e ta il. In  h is second map o f  'The C h ie fe  

H a rbours  in  th e  Islands o f O rkney' com piled in  1688 a t  a la rg e r  sca le , 

B reckness rece ives the  shore-nam e 'S tro m n e ffe ' and th e  c o n fig u ra tio n  

o f  th e  whole pa rish  changes. A n o th e r d iscrepancy a rises  f ro m  the  

in c lu s io n  o f a s lig h t ly  d i f fe r e n t  s e t o f f ig u re s  f o r  the  depth o f  the  

h a rb o u r approaches. Again the  name 'C a irs to n ' is  appended to  the  s m a ll 

shores ide  s e tt le m e n t. I t  m ay be argued, how ever, th a t ,  as C o llin s ' 

p r im e  o b je c tive  was to  map and describe the  harbouas around G rea t 

B r i t a in ,  th e  inc lus ion  o f b o tto m  depths and d e ta ils  in  the  tidew ays 

n e c e s s ita te d  the  in s e rt io n  o f the  harbour names over land areas. T h is  

p o s it io n in g  m ay then  have been copied by la te r  ca rto g ra phe rs . By 1750, 

how eve r, M urdoch Mackenzie's sa iling  in s tru c t io n s  f o r  n e g o tia tin g  the  

sh o a ls  and tid e s  w ith in  the  Sound ind ica te  th a t  the  P o in t o f  'N ess ' was 

th e  low  tr ia n g le  o f land im m ed ia te ly  to  the  w e s t o f  the  harbour en trance. 

The 'Tow n o f  S trom ness ' is  also m entioned in  th is  descrip tj.on.



R efe rences f ro m  l i te r a tu r e  suggest m ore  d e f in ite ly  th a t

th e  e a r ly  s e t t le m e n t to  the  w e s t o f  Hamna Voe was named 'C a irs to n ',

n o t 'S tro m n e ss '. W allace and B rand c e r ta in ly  em phasised th e  advantages

o f  th is  th e  fo u r th  ha rbou r in  th e  O rkneys , b u t a lso no ted th a t  th is

ha rbo u r was

’. . . a t  K a irs to n  (o r K e rs to n ) , a s m a ll v illa g e

a t  th e  w e s t end o f th e  M a in land ’.^

De F o e , s e v e n ty - fo u r  years a f t e r  B rand a lso  l is t s  th e  anchoring places

around th e  O rcad ian shores inc lud ing

'. . . th e  fo u r th  a t  K e rs to n  w h ich  is  v e ry  com m odious,
7

and w e ll- fe n c e d  aga ins t a ll w inds '.

A b o u t th e  same t im e ,  how ever, o th e r  w r i te r s  such as Pococke and 

James Fea ta lk  o f  th e  'to w n ' and the  'v illa g e ' o f  S trom ness re s p e c tiv e ly . 

Pococke in  1760 in d ica te s  th a t  the  in h a b ita n ts  o f  th is  f lo u r is h in g  tow n
g

w ere  'a l l  (except one F a c to r )  Publicans and Shopkeepers', w h ile  F ea , 

f i f t e e n  years  a f t e r  Pocockds v is i t ,  recogn ised th a t  th e  increase o f 

tra d e  w ould  ju s t i f y  th e  com m ent th a t

'. ..h e re  (a t th e  v illa g e  o f  S trom ness) is  th e  p r in c ip a l 

ha rbou r in  the  c o u n try  and one o f th e  f in e s t  th a t  

can be im ag ined '.^

I t  is  poss ib le  th a t  some o f these  w r i te r s  w ere  in fluenced  by 

h is to r ic a l re co rd s  and th e  o r ig in a l names w ere  thus  pe rpe tua ted  in  

l i te r a tu r e .  Y e t such re co rd s  w ere  l im ite d  and in  th e  case o f  the  lega l 

docum ents rega rd ing  th e  t r a n s fe r  o f land a f te r  1617, the  R e g is te rs  o f 

Se is ins , th e  f i r s t  e n tr ie s  w e re  f o r  quoys o f land and houses loca ted  

'a t  th e  shore side o f S trom n ess '. Here 'S trom ness ' is  undoubtedly the  

p a r is h  name and, on co n s id e ra tio n  o f the  p a r is h , i t  is  no ticeab le  th a t  

l i t t l e  o f  th e  u n c l i f f  ed l i t t o r a l  was n o t a lready covered by a tow nsh ip  

name a t  th a t  t im e . Thus th a t  piece o f uncla im ed land beneath B r in k ie 's  

B ra e , w ith  i t s  s lop ing sandy beach, became known as 'th e  shore ' and a l l 

land seised th e re  was 'a t  th e  s h o re -s id e '. I t  is  obvious f ro m  th e  re n ta ls  

to o  th a t  th is  d e s c r ip tiv e  te rm  has been adopted as in  1642 an e n try

to w a rd s  th e  end o f  th e  B ish o p ric  re n ta l covers the  'Feu dew ties f o r
, . f 10 

Houss a t  th e  Shoir o f S trom nes '.



W r ite r s  in  th e  n in e teen th  ce n tu ry  m a in ly  adopted the  name

'S tro m n e ss '-a n a m e  th a t  was used in  1755 in  the  p e t it io n  to  the  Burgh
11

o£ K irk w a ll rega rd ing  the  paym ent o f cess, and one adopted on a l l

Ordnance Survey maps -  b u t a fe w  such as Fergusson and th e  A ndersons,

re m in d  th e ir  reade rs  th a t

'. . . fo r m e r ly  i t  (the  v illa g e  o r tow n  o f S trom ness)

re jo ice d  in  th e  name C a irs to n , and the  anchorage

ou ts ide  th e  ex tens ive  ha rbour is  ca lled  C a irs to n  
12

Roads'.

C e rta in ly  th e  name 'S tro m n e ss ' has been used since 1817 when th e  tow n  

gained i t s  fre e d o m  f r o m  th e  R oyal B u rgh  o f  K irk w a ll i t s e l f  becom ing a 

B u rgh  o f Barony.

The reason f o r  th e  adoption  o f  th e  name 'C a irs to n ' f o r  the  

e a r ly  s e t t le m e n t ,  how ever, rem a ins  confusing. S to re r  C louston  has 

suggested th a t  th e  to w n  o f  C a irs to n , a p p ro x im a te ly  27 pennylands, 

com prised  a l l  the  ground su rround ing  Hamna Voe, th a t  is ,  in c lud ing  the  

e a s te rn  shores o f  B r in k ie 's  B rae w here th e  burgh developed, and th a t  

th e  tow n  o f  In n e r S trom ness (36 d.land) d id n o t extend as f a r  as th is  

e a s te rn  shore. I f  th is  w e re  so, th e n  i t  would seem th a t  th e  p o o re s t 

p a r t  o f  th is  tow nsh ip  f ro m  the  a g r ic u ltu ra l p o in t o f  v iew  w ould have been 

to  th e  w e s t o f  th e  ha rbou r and s e t t le m e n t could ta ke  place th e re ,  under 

th e  s h e lte r  o f  th e  h i l l ,  w ith o u t a f fe c t in g  th e  p a s to ra l economy. 

A l te rn a t iv e ly ,  f r o m  th e  e a r ly  d e f in it io n  o f te rm s  used f o r  land d iv is ion  

under th e  N orse odal s y s te m , i t  is  usual th a t  the  'to w n ' land com prised 

on ly  th e  c u lt iv a te d  area and th is  would have been separa ted  f ro m  the  

h i l l  o r  com mon p a s tu re  by a h i l l  dyke. Thus th e  rough ground and steep 

slopes o f  th e  g ra n ite /s c h is t  com plex m ay have la in  o u tw ith  the  dykes 

o f  b o th  C a irs to n  and th e  tow n  o f  In n e r S trom ness, and due to  r ig h ts  o f 

com m on ow nersh ip  could have been s e t t le d  e a s ily  by persons employed in  

n o n -a g r ic u ltu ra l p u rs u its . H is to r ic a l re co rd s  do l i t t l e  to  c la r i fy  th is  

p ic tu re  and so th e re  rem a ins  a g re a t deal o f specu la tion  on th is  po in t.

A p a r t  f r o m  the  con fus ion  as to  the  use o f 'C a irs to n ' and 

'S tro m n e ss ' as tow n  names in  b o th  the  ru ra l and urban sense, 

d i f f ic u l t ie s  a r is e  concern ing th e  lo c a tio n  o f the  s t re tc h  o f w a te r  named 

'C & i.rs ton  Roads'. In  th is  case d e sc rip tio n s  in  th e  R e g is te rs  o f Seisins
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o£ boundaries o f th e  quoys o f  land c le a r ly  in d ic a te  th a t  the  w a te r  

p a r t ia l ly  enclosed betw een the  slopes o f  B r in k ie ’s B rae  and the  Inne r 

and O u te r H o lm s , tw o  low  is lands ly in g  to  th e  sou th  o f  Garson Shore, 

was ca lled  th e  ’Road o f C a irs to n ’. T h is  name appears to  have rem ained 

u n t i l  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  when va rious  w r i te r s  and c a rto g ra p h e rs , 

inc lud ing  P e te rk in ,  Tudo r and Fergusson , s ta te d  th a t  C a irs to n  Road 

la y  a t  th e  back o f  the  H o lm s , ano the r s h e lte re d  area where la rg e r  

vesse ls  approaching f ro m  the  sou th  and ea s t could anchor s a fe ly  

w ith o u t  having to  n e g o tia te  th e  t id a l s tre a m s  a t  th e  na rrow  en trance  

to  th e  ha rbo u r i t s e l f .  H ow ever, p r io r  to  the  p u b lic a tio n  o f  these  te x ts  

M urdoch M ackenzie recogn ised th e  d iffe re n c e  betw een these tw o  bodies 

o f  w a te r  and anchoring p laces:

’...T h e  H a rbour o f  S trom ness is  v e ry  sa fe  aH W e a th e rs ,

though the  Ground is  s o f t  and oozy, by being m uch

plowed up. M oor to  W e s t, f o r  the  h a rd e s t Gales

o f  W ind a re  f r o m  th a t  Q u a rte r .

K e rs to n  Road, o r  th e  Back o f the  H olm s is  a l l  clean

Ground th a t  holds w e ll and is  deep enough a t  a l l T im es

f o r  vesse ls o f  any Burden: B u t th a t  P a r t  w h ich is

m o s t o u t o f  T id e -w a y , and le a s t  exposed to  W e s te r ly

W ind is  o f f  a s m a ll sandy Bay w e s tw a rd  f r o m  the  
13

Bue o f  K e rs to n '.

A n o th e r s ig n if ic a n t  phys ica l fe a tu re  th a t  has changed in

name during  th e  p a s t fe w  c e n tu r ie s , b u t w h ich has always dom inated

th e  deve lopm ent o f  th e  urban c e n tre , is  th e  h ighes t p o in t o f  the

g ra n ite /s c h is t  com plex. P re s e n tly  known as B r in k ie ’s B ra e , re fe re n ce
14

is  m ade, p a r t ic u la r ly  in  th e  Se is ins, to  th is  as th e  W ard o r W a r t H ill .  

T h is  nam e, u se d , no doub t, because a beacon would have been l i t  on i t s  

s u m m it in  t im e  o f  in v a s io n , was applied to  a num ber o f  O rcadian h ills .  

O th e r re fe re n c e s  give the  ridge  as the  N o rth  H i l l  o r  s im p ly  ’th e  h i l l ' .

O u tw ith  the  p re se n t burgh boundary p lace-nam es have changed 

H t t le  over the  ce n tu rie s . The f  o rm e r tow nsh ip  and is land  names 

su rround ing  th e  ha rbou r a re  e a s ily  recognisable and m ay be tra c e d  in to  

th e  p re s e n t c e n tu ry  th rough  many docum ents w ith  only occa s io n a l 

changes in  spe lling . W ith in  the  developing tow n , how ever, names are n o t



used as c o n s is te n tly ,  b u t tend  to  change as th e  in h a b ita n ts  change.

F ig u re  5 shows th a t  the  boundary o f th e  po lice  burgh , da ting  

f r o m  1871, encloses a re la t iv e ly  s m a ll area around the  shores o f th e  bay. 

In  1914, due to  considerab le  low d e n s ity , lin e a r  deve lopm ent along th e  tw o  

roads lead ing n o r th  f r o m  the  tow n  c e n tre , the  n o r th e rn  boundary, which 

had fo rm e r ly  fo llo w e d  a s t ra ig h t  lin e  f ro m  B r in k ie ’ s B rae to  Cooper's
15

Slap on th e  road  to  C a irs to n , was extended to  encompass the  newer 

’subu rb ’. A round 1962 th is  boundary was changed once m o re , fo llo w in g  

f u r t h e r  deve lopm ent along th e  same ro u te s , th is  t im e  reach ing  the  M i l l  

o f  C a irs to n  in  th e  n o rth .

The p re se n t boundary runs f ro m  th e  ro c k e t house on th e  shore 
16

a t  th e  nous t o f N e th e rto w n , fa c in g  Hoy Sound, in  a n o r th -n o r th -  

e a s te r ly  d ire c t io n  to  th e  t r ia n g u la t io n  p o in t on B r in k ie ’ s B rae and thence 

in  a s t r a ig h t  lin e  to  the  M i l l  o f  C a irs to n . F ro m  the  M i l l  i t  runs so u th - 

s o u th -e a s t, th e n  s o u th -e a s t fo llo w in g  the  edge o f a n a tu ra l r idge  u n t i l  

i t  reaches th e  road to  C a irs to n , I t  then  fo llo w s  th e  M i l l  B u rn  tu rn in g  

s o u th -e a s t to  the  anc ien t fa rm  o f  Navershaw and th e n  sou th  to  the  w e s t 

c o rn e r o f  th e  Bay o f N avershaw , inc lud ing  in  i t s  c ir c u i t  the  tw o  holm s 

th a t  l ie  a t  th e  ha rbo u r en trance .

W ith in  th is  boundary and bo rd e rin g  Hamna Voe are tw o

d i f fe r in g  types  o f topography. In  o rd e r to  analyse these w ith  re sp e c t

t o  t h e ir  la te r  ro le  as s ite s  f o r  u rban deve lopm ent a map showing d ire c t io n

o f  slopes was com piled f ro m  v e r t ic a l a e r ia l photography a t  a scale o f
17

a p p ro x im a te ly  1:7500 . P a irs  o f photographs w ere  stud ied  using bo th  a

lens s te reoscope and a la rg e r  m i r r o r  s te reoscope , the  la t t e r  being used 

in  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f th e  hachured map (F ig.23). Under the  stereoscope 

th e  landscape appeared as a th re e -d im e n s io n a l m odel and the  hachures 

used t o  re p re s e n t the  m a in  slopes w ere drawn on the  photographs using 

a ch inagraph pencil. The m ethod  o f v iew ing  photographs s te re o sco p ica lly  

a lso  enabled the  va lleys  on the  steep  slopes to  be p inpo in ted  w ith  re sp e c t 

to  th e  p re se n t bu ild ing  la you t. Th is was o f value in  the  id e n t if ic a t io n  o f 

quoys o f  land f o r  the  m ap o f  the  s e tt le m e n t a t  1700, and so w ill be 

d iscussed in  g re a te r  d e ta il la te r .  F ou r m a in  va lle ys  w ere found and, as 

th e  s tre a m s  are only p a r t ia l ly  piped underground, they  are  id e n tif ia b le



in  th e  f ie ld .  F o u r s m a lle r  d issec tions  have also been m arked  and i t  is  

possib le  th a t  these m in o r  va lle ys  flo w e d  w ith  w a te r  a t  th e  date o f the  

e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  th e  v illa g e . The hachures and va lle y  lin e s , having been 

m arked  on th e  a e r ia l pho tog raphs , w ere  t ra n s fe r re d  to  a base m ap a t 

the  scale o f 1:10560. The slope d e ta il was lo ca te d  p la n im e tr ic a lly  by 

re fe re n c e  to  the  c u ltu ra l fe a tu re s  common to  b o th  map and photograph.

The com ple ted  m ap shows th a t ,  as was expected , the  s te e p e s t 

slopes are  c lo se ly  lin ked  w ith  the  g ra n ite /s c h is t  ou tcrops. In  the  m idd le  

s e c tio n  o f  th e  ha rbour f r o n t ,  opposite  th e  tw o  H o lm s, th e  land r is e s  

ra p id ly  f r o m  the  shore to  a genera l le v e l a t  60.9m (200 fe e t ) ,  a tta in in g  

94.8m (311 fe e t )  in  B r in k ie 's  B rae . The fo u r  m a in  va lle ys  d isse c tin g  

th is  slope are  s te e p ly  graded a lthough in  p a r t  the  s tre a m s  are  now 

con fined  to  a r t i f i c ia l  channels and have been piped beneath the  bu ild ings. 

F a r th e r  sou th  and to  th e  eas t o f  th e  bay the  g e n tly  dipping O ld Red 

Sandstone s t r a ta  unde rlie s  r ic h  fa rm la n d , the  s u rfa ce  o f  w h ich ra re ly  

r is e s  above 15.2m  (50 fe e t) .  These m o re  accom m odating slopes have n o t, 

how ever, fo rm e d  th e  s ite s  f o r  ex tens ive  urban sp raw l b u t rem a in  la rg e ly  

in  t h e ir  o r ig in a l a g r ic u ltu ra l s ta te .  There is  on ly one im p o r ta n t s tre a m  

in  th is  p a r t  o f  th e  bu rgh , th e  M i l l  B u rn , w h ich , a f t e r  f lo w in g  so u th - 

s o u th -e a s t behind a low ridge  f ro m  the  o ld .m il], tu rn s  th rough  n in e ty  

degrees to  m eander w ith in  an inc ised  channel in to  the  n o r th -e a s t co rn e r 

o f  th e  bay head.

The ha rbour i t s e l f  extends 1 .8km  (1.125 m ile s ) f r o m  the  P o in t 

o f  Ness to  th e  shallow  mud f la t s  a t  the  head o f Hamna V oe , b u t is only 

0.5 km  (a p p ro x im a te ly  580 ya rds) a t  i t s  b roadest. The whole harbour 

tre n d s  s o u th -s o u th -w e s t to  n o r th -n o r th -e a s t  b u t has to  be approached 

f r o m  th e  s o u th -e a s t due to  th e  c o n fig u ra tio n  o f the  en trance  and the  

s tre n g th  o f  th e  t id a l s tre a m s  in  Hoy Sound. M ore d e ta iled  in fo rm a tio n  

concern ing the  co n d itio n  o f  the  harbour has appeared in  a num ber o f 

l i t e r a r y  sources. M urdoch Mackenzie supplem ented his e a r ly  c h a r t w ith  

a d e s c r ip tio n  o f th e  h a rb o u r, and h is w ords have been echoed by bo th  

James Fea and S in c la ir. S ix ty -one  years p r io r  to  M ackenzie G reenville  

C o llins  had produced his tw o  c h a rts  o f  the  ha rbo u r, and, a lthough some 

o f  his depths v a r ie d , he in d ica ted  the  m a jo r shoals and ro cky  beaches 

w ith  a f a i r  degree o f  accuracy. B o th  hydrographers in d ica te  a general



sha llow ing f ro m  about f iv e  fa th o m s  a t  the  ha rbour en trance  to  tw o

fa th o m s  opposite  th e  W hitehouse Rocks. The only obstac le  in  the

harbour appears to  be a shoal covered by 1.5 fa th o m s  o f w a te r

ex tend ing  f ro m  the  Ness n o rth w a rd  close to  the  shore. The ha rbo u r,

how ever, is  la rge  enough to  s h e lte r  a g re a t m any ships and B a rry

com m ents  in  1805 th a t  i t  has ’a dep th  o f w a te r  s u f f ic ie n t  f o r  vessels
18

o f a thousand tons  bu rden ’ -  im p o r ta n t  fa c to rs  in  the  developm ent

o f  th e  h e rr in g  f is h e ry  in  th e  n in e te e n th  ce n tu ry . B a r ry  goes on to

exp la in  th a t :

’. . . tw o  holm s guard i t  (the  ha rbo u r) f r o m  the

e a s t, beyond w h ich  th e re  is  a ls o , as i t  w e re ,

a p o r t io n  o f  the  same h a rb o u r, in  w h ich  ships

o f  s t i l l  g re a te r  burden com m only r id e ,  on

account o f  b o th  i t s  e as ie r access and su p e rio r 
19

dep th  o f  w a te r ’ .

T h is  a re a , la t t e r ly  ca lled  C a irs to n  Roads, is  shown c le a r ly  on 

M ackenzie ’s c h a rts  and has depths va ry in g  f ro m  th re e  to  s ix  fa th o m s , 

th e  w a te r  being s h e lte re d  by a sand bank ly in g  to  th e  eas t o f th e  Ness 

and th e  h a rbo u r en trance .

Since C louston  described  th e  v illa g e  o f S trom ness in  the  year

1700 as co m p ris in g  '. . .h a lf  a dozen houses w ith  s la te d  ro o fs ,  and a few  
20

s c a tte re d  h u ts ’ cons iderab le  deve lopm ent has taken  place w ith in  the  

phys ica l f ra m e w o rk  a lready  described. W r it te n  accounts o f the  s ta te  

o f deve lopm ent o f th is  tra d in g  p o s t in  the  e x tre m e  so u th -w e s t o f the  

Mainland o f  O rkney abound a f t e r  the  beginning o f  the  e igh teen th  

c e n tu ry  b u t i t  is  th e  pe riod  im m e d ia te ly  b e fo re  th is  th a t  gave the  

in i t ia l  s t im u lu s  to  th e  co m m e rc ia l developm ent. The p rim e  ob jec tive  

w as, th e re fo re ,  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  a map o f  the  v illa g e  in  the^year 1700 

w ith  th e  hope th a t  on com p le tion  some l ig h t  would be shed on the  

lo c a tio n  o f  the  o r ig in a l s ite s  chosen f o r  the  e re c tio n  o f th e  e a r ly  house 

In  a d d itio n  i t  was be lieved th a t  a s tu d y  o f  th e  e a r lie s t  h is to r ic a l 

docum ents , where these w ere ava ila b le , would be o f  use in  com piling  a 

re c o rd  o f  th e  f i r s t  in h a b ita n ts  o f  the  s e tt le m e n t,  th e ir  place o f o r ig in  

and t h e ir  occupations. L a te r  l i t e r a r y  sources re m a in  vague on a l l  these 

p o in ts .



P r io r  to  th e  yea r 1700, th a t  is ,  du ring  th e  f i r s t  c e n tu ry  o f 

th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f h a b ita tio n s  on to  th is  o th e rw ise  em p ty  and 

in hosp itab le  sho re , reco rds  are  ava ilab le  in  fo u r  bas ic  fo rm s : R e g is te rs  

o f Seisins dealing e s s e n tia lly  w ith  the  t r a n s fe r  o f pa rce ls  o f land b u t 

in c lu d in g , in m o s t  cases, s u f f ic ie n t  d e ta il o f the  occupation  o f  the  

s e t t le r s  to  enable a p ic tu re  o f the  con tem po ra ry  co m m e rc ia l a c t iv i ty  

t o  be b u i l t  up; P a ris h  R en ta ls  f o r  dates betw een 1490 and 1739 as 

conta ined in  th e  p u b lic a tio n  by A lexander P e te rk in  e n t it le d  ’R en ta ls  

o f  O rkney ’ ; E s ta te  Papers o f c e r ta in  lo c a l fa m ilie s ;  and, la s t ly ,  

popu la tion  s t a t is t ic s  such as those  ava ilab le  in  the  P o ll Tax R o ll o f 

1694. F u rth e rin ve s tig a tio n  o f  these  docum ents revea led  th a t  the  

R e g is te rs  o f Seisins w e re  l ik e ly  to  prove m o s t u s e fu l in  th e  co m p ila tio n  

o f  th e  e a r ly  plan b u t ,  in  a num ber o f cases, d e ta ils  could be c ro s s ­

checked th ro u g h  the  o th e r  docum en ts , and prob lem s s te m m in g  f ro m  

a m b ig u itie s  w ith in  in d iv id u a l re co rd s  could be e lim in a te d .

I t  w as, o f  cou rse , necessary to  read and m ake tra n s c r ip t io n s

o f  a l l  th e  e n tr ie s  concern ing th e  t r a n s fe r  o f land a n d /o r houses a t  the

shoreside o f  S trom ness f r o m  th e  R e g is te rs  o f Seisins f o r  the  years

betw een 1617 and 1700. A l l  these re g is te rs  w e re  re a d ily  ava ilab le  in

th e  S c o tt is h  R ecord  O ff ic e  b u t because o f th e  d i f f ic u l t ie s  m entioned

in  th e  rev iew  o f  source m a te r ia l (Appendix A ) ,  the  e x tra c t io n  o f

su ita b le  data  proved to  be an e x tre m e ly  t im e -co n su m in g  ope ra tion .

A ls o  th e  vo lum es consu lted  did n o t cover th e  fo llo w in g  dates:

Ju ly 1626 -  May 1630,
June 1656 -  June 1661,
A p r i l  1692 -  July 1693, 

and Sept. 1696 -  M arch  1697

a lthough David H e a r t ’s P ro to c o l Book includes some se is ins  du ring

these periods. In  a l l  n ine ty -o ne  e n tr ie s  w ere reco rded  f o r  pa rce ls  o f

land seised around th e  shores o f  Hamna Voe, o r  C a irs to n  Road as i t

was th e n  ca lled.

The n e x t stage was to  c ro s s -re fe re n c e  a l l  th e  t ra n s c r ip t io n s  

re fe r r in g  to  the  same p lo t  o f  ground a n d /o r houses n o tin g  when the  

quoy was subdivided. In  a num ber o f cases the  ta s k  was accom plished 

e a s ily  b u t  o th e r  e n tr ie s  caused prob lem s th ro ugh  lack  o f adequate 

d e s c r ip tiv e  passages. The com p lica tions  a r is in g  f ro m  the  process o f



72

c ross-check ing  th e  se is ins m ay be e x e m p lifie d  by re fe re n c e  to  the

h is to ry  o f  th e  ’piece o f w a is t  ground' seised to  Thomas T a y lo r  by

David B ea to n , m e rc h a n t, in  N ovem ber, 1666. T h is  land , ly in g  upon

th e  shore o f  S trom ness was d e lim ite d  as fo llo w s  in  th e  o r ig in a l

docum ents :

'...bounding upward f r o m  A lex . Cham ber's

(obviously a m is ta k e  f  o r 'C h a lm e r ’ ) M arch

on th e  e a s t to  Wm. Johnstoun’s M arch  on

th e  w e s t th e  bu rn  on the  n o r th  and P a tr ic k
21

M ow at h is  m a rch  on th e  so u th '

In  Ju ly , 1670, Thomas T a y lo r  se ises th e  same piece o f ground ’. .. to g id d e r

a lso  w ith  the  te n e m e n t o r  new hous la i t l ie  bu ilded be th e  said Thomas
22

upon th e  sa id w a is t  ground' to  James S te w a rt o f  Graemsay. L a te r

t h a t  ye a r T a y lo r  seised th e  same ground, and new house plus ya rd  and

p e r t in e n ts  to  h is  spouse, Is o b e ll S in c la ir . The yea r 1673 sees the  t ra n s fe r

o f  th e  a fo re m e n tio n e d  piece o f land , w ith  the  house then  inhab ited  by

Thomas T a y lo r , to  Hugh S in c la ir ,  in d w e lle r in  S tronsay , one o f  the

n o r th e rn  is le s  o f Orkney. In  th e  A p r i l  o f  the  fo llo w in g  yea r the  sou thern

p o r t io n  o f  th e  quoy was seised to  John G ray , sk ippe r in  S trom ness parish .

T h is  w a s te  ground la y  to  the  sou th  o f  Thomas T a y lo r 's  dw e lling  and
23

co ns is te d  o f  '20 faddom es o f  m easure n o r th  to  sou th ' . A s a l l

succeeding e n tr ie s  are  f o r  se is ins between G ray and ano the r person i t

appears th a t  in  th is  case th e  ground was t ra n s fe r re d  f o r  p o s te r ity  to
24

John G ray and did n o t continue to  be held in  h e r ita b le  f  ew f erm e 

by T a y lo r. Thomas T a y lo r  'h e re ta b le  prop*; and fe w  fe rm o r ' seises 

th e  o r ig in a l quoy to  Duncane G raham e5m e rc h a n t, tow ards  th e  end o f 

1674 and again in  1676, w ith  a re in s ta te m e n t o f  the  docum ent issued in  

1670 to  h is  w ife  in  F e b ru a ry , 1677. The la s t  fo u r  e n tr ie s  f o r  th is  

ground t e s t i f y  to  i t s  f u r t h e r  subd iv is ion  and w i l l  be quoted to  i l lu s t r a te  

th e  d i f f ic u l t y  in  lo c a tin g  th e  in d iv id u a l house s ite s  w ith in  the  quoys 

f r o m  d e s c r ip tio n s  conta ined in  the  se is ins. In  Decem ber, 1679, Thomas 

T a y lo r ,  sk ip pe r in  S trom ness , seised to  P a tr ic k  M e lline  and Annas 

L o u t t i t ,  h is  spouse:



' . . .O f f  A l l  and H a ill th a t  the  said Thomas h is

peice o£ w a is t  ground and g re in  (green) a t  the

sho irsyd  o f S trom ness Lyand on th e  n o r th s

n o r th w e s t p a i r t  o f  the  said Thom as h is  owne

dw e lling  house y r . bound it and haveing th e

ness dyk runn ing a llon ges t the  end o f  h is

pea t b rae  and the  sa id  pea t b rae  on the

e a s t and sou th e a s t p a ir t  th a ir o f  th e  s ta n k

in  the  m id le  o f the  m y re  in  th e  sou th  and

s o u th w e s t p a i r t  t h a ir o f ,  the  g re a t stone

ca lled  W m , Johnstones m a irc h  stone and the

end o f h is  quoy on the  w e s t n o r th  w e s t p a i r t

th a ir o f  and the  burne runn ing  to  th e  sea a llon ges t
25

the  n o r th  and n o r th e a s t p a i r t  t h a i r o f 1.

The second e n try  appears in  M a rch , 1682, and covers th e  tra n s a c tio n

betw een Thomas T a y lo r  and O liv e r S m ith , s m ith  in  S trom ness , to g e th e r

w ith  Janet B ea ton , h is  spouse. In  th is  docum ent T a y lo r  seises:

' . . .O f f  A l l  and H a ill the  sa id  Thomas T a ilz e o r  his

houses b u i l t  upon th e  southsyd o f h is  owne

dw e lling  house p re s e n tlie  possest by R o b e rt

MeaHie and Thom as T a ilz e o r  shoem akers in
■ ,26S tr .  tennen ts  th e re in 1 .

O liv e r  S m ith  and h is  w ife  appear in  the  la s t  tw o  se is ins  a lso. In  the

e n t r y  f o r  F e b ru a ry , 1683, he appears to g e th e r  w ith  John Beaton and

h is  w i fe ,  M a r ie , in com ers  f ro m  U t te r  S trom n ess , and rece ives:

' . . .O f f  A l l  and H a ill t h a t  the  sd. Thomas and h is

said spous th e ir  dweHing houss upon b o th  syds

o f the  closs back and f o i r  under and above p re s e n tlie

posses t be th e m s e lf fs  Thomas T a ilz e o r younger
27

co rd in e r in  S trom ness and Annas M e a llin g 1 . 

to g e th e r  w ith  the  quoy o f  land as o rig inaH y m entioned in  the  d isp o s itio n  

o f 1666.

The la s t  docum ent to  be found concern ing th e  developm ent o f 

the  same quoy during  the  pe riod  under s tu d y  appeared on June 4 th , 1698. 

A ga in  th e  persons involved in  the  tra n s a c tio n  w ere Thomas T a y lo r  and



O liv e r S m ith  w ith  th e ir  w ives. Th is  e n try  is  longe r th a n  those 

p re v io u s ly  quoted and is  o£ p a r t ic u la r  in te re s t  as i t  in d ica te s  the  

g ro w th  in  th e  size o f household th a t  had occu rred  by th is  date. I t  reads 

as fo llo w s :

' . . .O f f  A l l  and H a il l t h a t  the  dw e lling  houss upon bo th

syds o f  th e  c loss back and f o i r  under and above w ith

th e  quoy o f  land p e rta in in g  y r to  w ith  th e  k a .ill y a ird

p e a tt  brae and h a il l  p r iv ile d g e s  and p e r t in e n ts

p e rta in e in g  and belonging to  the  same o r w h ille

r ig h te o u s lie  sh a ll be known to  p e rta in e  and belong

y r to ...s a m e n  is  p re s e n tlie  posses t and inhab ited

be N ic o ll Johns to u n  seaman F f  ranc is  M u rra y  co r d inar

K a th r in  T u llo ch  and James B a rc la y  seaman and

W illia m  Olsone m in s t r e l l  on e a s t . . . .P a t r ic k  M ow at

coupar h is  m a irch e s  on th e  sou th  p a ir ts  Wim.

Johnstoun seaman h is  m a irches  on the  w e s t and the
2 8burne on th e  n o r th  p a ir ts ' .

The s e is in s , such as those  quoted co m pris ing  the  tra n s a c tio n s

ove r a p e rio d  o f  t h i r t y - t h r e e  years f o r  the  quoy o r ig in a lly  disponed to

Thomas T a y lo r ,  have been used in  an a t te m p t to  recogn ise , w ith in  the

p re s e n t landscape, the  bu ild ings m entioned  in  the  old docum ents.. The

subd iv is ion  o f the  quoy appears com plex because such n a tu ra l fe a tu re s
29

as 'W m. Johnstone's m a irc h  s to n e ' and 'th e  s ta n k  in  the  m id le  o f the  

m y re ' can ra re ly  be id e n t if ie d . The c o m p ila tio n  o f  a c a rto g ra m , 

how ever, is  r e la t iv e ly  easy and th e  genera l a rra ngem en t o f fe a tu re s  

w ith in  th is  p a r t ic u la r  quoy can thus  be seen (F ig.24). In  th e  case o f 

T a y lo r 's  quoy, th e  lo c a tio n  o f  th e  te n em en t o f  land could be f ix e d  w ith  

a reasonable degree o f accuracy and id e n t if ic a t io n  o f  the  o r ig in a l 

'b igg ings ' on th e  Ordnance Survey 1:2500 map o f S trom ness foHowed 

ra p id ly . Thus th e  e x is tin g  bu ild in g s , w h ile  having undergone m in o r 

s t r u c tu r a l a l te ra t io n ,  are  basicaH y those d a tin g  f ro m  th e  pe riod  1670- 

1690. S im ila r  se is ins f o r  o th e r pieces o f ground do n o t always provide 

s u f f ic ie n t  in fo rm a tio n  to  a llow  p rec ise  id e n t if ic a t io n  and da ting  o f  

dw e llings. F o r  in s ta n ce , where a la rge  quoy has been heav ily  b u i l t  upon 

in  succeeding c e n tu rie s  i t  is  ra re ly  possib le  to  de te rm ine  the  p o s itio n



o f the  f i r s t  bu ild ing  on th e  s ite .

The process o f c ross-check ing  led  to  th e  re c o g n itio n  o f

over tw e n ty - f iv e  in d iv id u a l quoys. A t  f i r s t  these w ere  f i t t e d  to g e th e r

ra th e r  lik e  the  pieces o f  a jigsaw  puzzle to  fo rm  a c a rto g ra m  showing

th e  re la t iv e  p o s it io n  o f  each p lo t  o f  land (F ig ,25). I t  was pos s ib le  to

lo c a te  th e  f i r s t  e n t r y ,  th a t  f o r  the  quoy seised to  A lex . Chalm er in
30

1624,f r o m  a d e ta ile d  p lan executed by Joshua Johnston in  1792. W hile

inc lud ing  seve ra l inaccu rac ies  in  the  o r ie n ta t io n  o f boundaries , the

burn,sea and c ra g s , to g e th e r  w ith  the  a rrangem en t o f  bu ild ings w ith in

th e  quoy are  c le a r enough on the  plan to  a llow  th e  land to  be f ix e d

a c c u ra te ly  on a c u r re n t 1:2500 scale base map. Once th is  had been

p lo tte d  and th e  bu rn  th a t  fo rm e d  th e  n o r th e rn  boundary d e te rm in e d ,

a l l  succeeding tra n s c r ip t io n s  w ere  read and th e  pa rce ls  o f  land

id e n t if ie d  and drawn on th e  c a rto g ra m  f ro m  the  d e sc rip tio n s  o f  the

neighbouring quoyholders and th e  n a tu ra l fe a tu re s  in  the  con tem pora ry

landscape. Some quoys, how ever, could no t be lo ca te d  in  th is  p a r t  o f

th e  shore due to  la c k  o f d e ta il rega rd ing  th e ir  boundaries. O the rs  have

n o t been included on th e  c a rto g ra m  and m ap as th e y  lie  o u tw ith  the  m ain

b u ild in g  area and though tra c e d  th ro ugh  la te r  se is ins have n o t been

s u b je c t to  any pe rm anen t developm ent. A n  exam ple o f  th e  la t t e r  case

e x is ts  e a r ly  in  the  R e g is te rs . In  1622 the  Church hands over to  David

B osw e ll and M a r jo ry  G ordon, h is  w i fe ,  a piece o f w a s te  ground ly ing

a t  th e  head o f  th e  Road o f C a irs to n  ( to  the  n o r th  o f Hamna Voe),

fo llo w in g  i t  th re e  years la te r  w ith  the  d is p o s itio n  o f the  ad jacen t land.

These quoys cannot be f ix e d  a c c u ra te ly  a lthough the  boundary d e s c r ip tio n

is  v e ry  d e ta iled . The m a rch s to n e s , crags and th e  confluence o f tw o

burns can no longe r be recognised and th e  s tu d y  o f the  a e r ia l photography

shows no s ign  o f a t r ib u ta r y  to  the  M i l l  B u rn  in  th e  area. The nex t

re fe re n c e  to  th e  area is  found in  A u g u s t, 1668, when John B o sw e ll,

's k ip p e r  burgess o f K irk c a ld ie  , F ife ',  and 'on ly  la w fu ll son o f David

B osw eH ', t ra n s fe rs  th e  land m entioned in  th e  se is in  o f  1625 to  the

fo u r  daughters  o f th e  la te  David Beaton and R o b e rt Halcro,husband to

E liz a b e th , one o f the  daughters. This docum ent includes the  d e s c r ip tio n

o f th e  w a s te  ground to g e th e r w ith  th e  'whole houses and yards b u i l t  
31

and p lan ted  th e re ' . The land and bu ild ings w ere to  be divided equally
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betw een the  a fo rem e n tione d  persons. A lth ough  engraved views o f 

S trom ness produced a ce n tu ry  o r  so la te r  show a num ber o f bu ild ings , 

inc lud ing  p o s s ib ly  W illia m  C la rk 's  inn , a t  the  bay head, th e re  is only 

a f a in t  s ign  -  a s l ig h t  d is tu rb a n c e  o f t u r f  and d is c o lo u ra tio n  o f the  

ground -  o f  such s tru c tu re s  in  th e  p re se n t landscape.

Having es tab lished  th e  rough p la n im e tr ic  re la tio n s h ip  

betw een the  quoys o f  land th e  c a rto g ra m  was t ra n s fe r re d  to  a base 

p rov ided  by th e  Ordnance Survey 1:2500 map produced in  1882. F o r  

th is  th e  d im ensions o f the  pa rce ls  o f land w e re  taken  in to  cons ide ra tion  

and re fe re n c e  made to  the  e xa c t p o s it io n  o f n a tu ra l fe a tu re s  as shown 

on th e  Ordnance Survey shee t. In  a num ber o f  ins tances  the  re co rd  

r e fe r r e d  to  a bu rn  as th e  boundary. W here th is  could n o t be re a d ily  

id e n t if ie d  in  the  f ie ld  th e  hachured m ap, as described e a r lie r  in  the  

c h a p te r, proved inva luab le . Due to  th e  f a c t  th a t  b reaks o f slope had 

been p lo t te d  f r o m  a e r ia l pho tography b e fo re  being lo ca te d  on the  base 

m ap th e  lines  o f app a re n tly  d ry  va lle ys  w ere  e a s ily  recognised and were 

used to  f i x  some o f the  trou b le som e pieces o f  ground.

In  m o s t cases a close t ie  was found  betw een the  l im i ts  o f the  

o r ig in a l quoys and the  garden and f ie ld  boundaries e x is tin g  w ith in  the  

p re s e n t landscape. Some d i f f ic u l t ie s  a rose , how ever, when n a tu ra l 

fe a tu re s  could n o t be id e n t if ie d  in  th e  f ie ld  due to  o b lite ra t io n  by la te r  

bu ild ing  deve lopm ent. T h is  was p a r t ic u la r ly  t ru e  f o r  the  m archstones 

th a t  m arke d  the  co rne rs  o f some o f th e  p lo ts  o f  ground, and also the  crags 

o r ’c ra ig s to n e s 1. W hile  a num ber o f ou tc rops  o f g ra n ite  do e x is t ,  

p a r t ic u la r ly  under the  founda tions  o f  bu ild ings o r b o rde ring  the  fla g s to n e  

s t r e e t ,  i t  is  o f te n  d i f f i c u l t  to  lin k  a p a r t ic u la r  piece o f ro c k  w ith  a 

d e f in ite  se is in , G ene ra lly , how ever, a piece o f  land would be f ix e d  

betw een i t s  neighbours ra th e r  than  f ro m  the  d e s c r ip tio n  o f the  

in d iv id u a l quoy in  question.

One quoy o f  land , on ly te n ta t iv e ly  pos itioned  to  the  n o r th  o f 

th e  m a in  s e t t le m e n t along the  shore s ide , m ay be used to  dem onstra te  

some o f  the  prob lem s o f in te rp re ta t io n  o f th e  se is ins. On 1 s t A u g u s t, 

1668, th e  daughters o f  David Beaton dispon ed to  F ra n c is  M a rw ick  and 

h is  m o th e r ,  C h r is t ia n  W ork:
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' . . .O f f  A l l  and H a ill ane piece o£ w a is t  ground

extend ing to  f o u r t t ie  fadom es o£ ground

in  b re d th  and a lso in  le n g th  bounding f ro m

th e  o ld bow n e x t to  the  d e ce is t hugh L in k le t te r 's

house and m arche on the  n o r th  side n e x t C lewabank

lyand on the  n o r th  h i l l  t h a ir  w ith in  th e  parochine 
32

o f S tro m n e ss ’ .

Hugh L in k la te r ’ s quoy can be id e n t if ie d  as ly in g  in  th e  area o f the  

p re s e n t John S tre e t  to  th e  n o r th -w e s t o f  the  m a in  p ierhead. However, 

th e  e xa c t p o s it io n  o f  th e  n o r th e rn  boundary -  a bu rn  -  can no longer 

be tra c e d  in  th e  landscape a lthough re fe re n c e  to  th e  a e r ia l photography 

helps to  f i x  th is  fe a tu re . The w e s te rn  boundary to  the  'o ld  bow ' again 

causes p rob lem s. T he re  are  seve ra l p o s s ib ilit ie s : th e  quoy m ay have

te rm in a te d  a t  th e  na rrow  lane th a t  runs f ro m  behind th e  church n o r th  

a long the  h i l l ;  i t  m ay have extended to  th e  line  o f th e  p re s e n t Back Road, 

o r ,  a l te rn a t iv e ly ,  m ay have reached a h igher p o in t on the  h i l l  where a 

rough a lig n m e n t o f  f ie ld  boundaries is  seen to  e x is t  on th e  map. 

C o n s u lta tio n  o f  a num ber o f S c o tt is h  d ic tio n a r ie s  f o r  a d e f in it io n  o f 

th e  te rm  'bow ' does n o t help to  c la r i f y  th e  s itu a t io n . The re  appear to  

be fo u r  in te rp re ta t io n s  o f  th e  w o rd , v iz . a fo ld  f o r  cows, an a rch  o r 

ga tew ay, th e  a rch  o f  a b ridg e  and the  curve o r bending o f  a s t re e t .

The Ordnance Survey map in d ica te s  th a t  th e  m a in  road -  the  Back Road -  

has a sha llow  Z bend a t  th is  s p o t, w h ile  the  presence o f  a s tre a m  may 

have n e ce ss ita te d  th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f  a b ridge . I t  would a lso be lo g ica l 

to  have a fo ld  f o r  cows on the  h i l l  f a i r l y  near the  v illa g e  -  m o s t people 

a t  th is  t im e ,  a lthough p ra c t is in g  some s o r t  o f  t ra d e ,  would have 

re ta in e d  a cow o r  cows to  p rov ide  the  fa m i ly  w ith  d a iry  produce. Thus 

any o f  these  in te rp re ta t io n s  is  poss ib le , b u t the  exac t lo c a tio n  o f  the  

o ld bow cannot be proved. The inc lus ion  o f dim ensions f o r  the  w aste  

ground m ay in i t ia l ly  seem h e lp fu l u n t i l  an a t te m p t  is  made to  f i t  a 

squa rish  quoy 40 x  40 fa th o m s  (240 x  240 fe e t )  in to  the  area. B earing  

in  m ind  th a t  fe w  boundary changes have taken  place th ro ugho u t the  

c e n tu rie s  tw o  f ie ld s  seem to  be a p p ro x im a te ly  the  c o r re c t  size and lie  

in  the  genera l a rea , a lthough n o t im m e d ia te ly  ad jacen t to  the  curv ing  

s t r e e t ,  th e  s tre a m  o r any apparent fo ld  f o r  c a t t le .  Clewbank, a lthough



m entioned  in  a num ber o f s e is in s , has since dis appeared f ro m  the  

landscape.

Many se is ins  include one o r  m ore  d im ensions in  th e ir  

d e s c r ip tiv e  passages b u t w here compass d ire c tio n s  are  o m it te d  i t  

m a y b e  d i f f i c u l t  to  lo c a te  th e  quoy. In  1663 P a tr ic k  Manson, s m ith ,  

dispones to  h is  daugh te r and he r husband N ico l L o u t t i t ,  s a ilo r ,

’ . . .O f f  A l l  and H a il l th a t  h is  hous lyand upon th e

s h o ir  o f  S tr .  to g id d e r w ith  th re e s c o ir  faddom s o f

ground in  le n g th  and tw e n tie  faddom s in  b read th
33p e rte in in g  to  the  said house1 

L y in g  w ith in  th e  area o f  the  Town House and S trom ness H o te l the  quoy 

w i l l  f i t  betw een garden boundaries so th a t  the  long axis is  e ith e r  

p a ra lle l t o  o r  pe rpe nd icu la r to  th e  shore. A n  area o f land belonging to  

th e  L o u t t i t ’s extends f r o m  Bank Loan beside the  Town House south  

a lm o s t to  Church Road and con fus ion  over th e  subd iv is ion  o f  th is  area 

and th e  t r a n s fe r  o f  quoys betw een m em bers o f the  L o u t t i t  fa m ily  does 

n o t he lp  th e  o r ie n ta t io n  o f the  quoys and th e  co m p ila tio n  o f  an accura te  

map.

M o s t o f  the  seisins s tud ied  between the  years 1617 and 1700 

r e fe r  t o  w a s te  ground 'a t  th e  shore s id e '. As a t  th is  f i r s t  stage o f 

deve lopm ent o f  the  tow n  p ressu re  on space and c o m p e tit io n  f o r  land 

a llow ing  access to  th e  shore was n e g lig ib le , houses n o m in a lly  e rec ted  

'a t  th e  shore s id e 1 w e re  o f te n  q u ite  a d is tance  upslope. Thus i t  appears 

th a t  th e  ' sho res ide ' was regarded as com pris ing  the  whole o f the  slope 

to  th e  e a s t o f  B r in k ie 's  B rae n o t m e re ly  th e  ju n c tio n  between land and 

w a te r . Due to  th e  deve lopm ent o f  the -ha rbou r and the  increase in  tra d e  

th e  fo llo w in g  c e n tu rie s  w ere  to  see severe overcrow d ing on the  steep  

s lopes, th e  dw ellings o f te n  being c o n s tru c te d  gable end on to  th e  s t r e e t ,  

to  ensure m axim um  use o f  space, on th e ir  own p ie r  o r  w h a rf.

A lth ough  th e  boundaries o f the  quoys w ere  o r ig in a lly  id e n t if ie d  

on the  m ap o f S trom ness in  1882 the  f in a l  p lan has been executed on the  

c u r re n t  o u tlin e  and thus  the  pa rce ls  o f  ground m ay be seen superim posed 

on th e  m odern  shore line  and bu ild ing  lin e  along the  m a in  s t r e e t  (F ig .26).
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T h is  enables th e  h is to r ic a l m ap to  be com pared w ith  la te r  maps o£ 

th e  burgh produced on the  same base and i l lu s t r a te s  th e  re la tio n s h ip  

be tw een the  s ite  o£ th e  anc ien t and m odern tow n. The plan shows the 

boundary o f  each quoy id e n t if ie d  f ro m  the  s e is in s , the  a lte rn a tiv e  

p o s itio n s  o f  F ra n c is  M a rw ic k 's  quoy in  the  n o r th  being d e lim ite d  by 

a pecked ra th e r  th a n  a so lid  in k  line . Included w ith in  each boundary 

is  th e  name o f th e  person to  whom the  quoy was f i r s t  disponed 

to g e th e r  w ith  th e  da te  o f  th a t  se is in . In  some cases the  name b u t no 

date  has been shown. The reason f o r  th is  apparent om iss ion  is  th a t  

no s e is in  was found  up to  1700 f o r  the  p a r t ic u la r  piece o f ground, the  

presence o f  th e  in d iv id u a l being asce rta in ed  f ro m  a l i s t  o f  the  neighbours 

in  th e  se is ins  f o r  an ad jacen t quoy. The developm ent and subd iv is ion  o f 

th e  quoys can be tra c e d  th ro u g h  th e  docum ents and in  some cases 

id e n t if ic a t io n  and app ro x im a te  da tin g  o f bu ild ings has been possible. 

Those dw e llings th a t  have been proved to  be in  exis tence by A.D . 1700 

a re  shaded and com parison w ith  th e  c u r re n t 1:2500 p lan ind ica tes  those 

th a t  have n o t been dem olished since th a t  date . A lthough  the  num ber 

o f  bu ild ings  e re c te d  w ith in  each quoy is  easy to  c a lc u la te , due to  

considerab le  h igh d e n s ity  deve lopm ent in  la te r  ce n tu rie s  i t  m ay be 

im poss ib le  in  some cases to  give the  exac t lo c a tio n  o f the  e a r lie s t  

s t ru c tu re s .  In  these ins tances  a p o in t sym bol has been used to  in d ica te  

on ly th e  num ber o f houses conta ined w ith in  th e  boundary by the  beginning 

o f  th e  e ig h te e n th  ce n tu ry .

The com ple ted  map co n ta ins , in  a d d itio n , th re e  s m a ll p lo ts  

o f  land to w a rd s  the  n o r th e rn  edge o f w h a t was th e n  th e  com m e rc ia l 

c e n tre  o f  th e  d is t r ic t s .  The d e s c r ip tio n  in  the  R e g is te r  o f  Se is ins 

is  p a r t ic u la r ly  f u l l  in  th is  ins tance  (Appendix B) and th e  dimensions 

g iven enabled the  quoys to  be p lo tte d  a c c u ra te ly  a t  the  scale o f 1:2500. 

The hou se th a t  was subsequently e re c te d  on the  la rg e s t quoy is 

n o te w o rth y  in  t h a t ,  w h ile  i t  is  n o t the  e a r lie s t  dw e lling  s t i l l  in  

e x is te n c e , i t  is  th e  only bu ild ing  re ta in in g  evidence o f  a date. A  coa t 

o f  a rm s  bearing  th e  in it ia ls  I  (J)M and M N , an in s c r ip t io n  and the  date 

1716 is  c le a r ly  v is ib le  in  the  ped im ent on th e  porch  over the  p re se n t 

en trance  and lin k s  i t  w ith  James M il le r  to  whom the  th re e  quoys were 

seised in  1711 (P la tes  19 & 20).



The s tu d y  o f th e  se is ins  shows th a t  by th e  year 1700 the

v illa g e  had expanded beyond the  ra th e r  conse rva tive  num ber o f houses

in  (H ouston 's  d e s c r ip tio n  and w ith  e x p lo ita t io n  o f the  tra d in g

p o s s ib ilit ie s  o f th e  harbour was to  undergo f u r th e r  developm ent in  the

fo llo w in g  ce n tu r ie s . S to re r  C louston  concludes th a t  'S trom ness , in
34

f a c t ,  owed i t s  beginnings to  the  e n te rp r is e  o f younger sons’ and w h ile  

th is  is  undoubted ly t r u e ,  as th e  re co rd s  show, im m ig ra n ts  f ro m  Orkney 

and th e  S c o tt is h  M ainland also played a considerable p a r t  in  fo rg in g  

tra d in g  lin k s  o u tw ith  the  is lands.

The re n ta ls  in d ica te  th a t  the  p a rish  com prised c.120%

pennyland o f w h ich  s ix  eyris lands  w ere  p robab ly  o ld ska tland  o r e a r l’ s

bo rd land , and the  rem a ind e r old quoy land. I t  seems lik e ly  th a t  about

h a lf  -  6C% d. land -  was oda l, w ith  52%d. land fa l l in g  to  the  e a r l and

8d. land to  the  church. The U the llB ook o f 1601 e n te rs  the  various odal

lands in  th e  fo rm  o f  59 pa rce ls  held by a p p ro x im a te ly  57 people, and in
. 3 5

1617 no fe w e r  th a n  13 odal fa m ilie s  appear on S u it R o lls  . These 

w ere  as fo llo w s : Jerome T u lloch  o f  Quholm; tw o  Redlands -  John o f th a t  

I l k  and Jerom e in  K irb is te r ;  F o u r Beatons -  John o f C louk, M agnusof 

Pow , Thom as o f Dale and Magnus o f Quoy; Edward S in c la ir  o f Ness;

C la ra  M u rra y  o f G a rth ; Jerome K irkness  o f Mousland; John C u rs e tte r  

in  K ir b is te r ;  A le x  B row n in  O u te r S trom ness; and Adam Sm yth o f Stove. 

In  a d d itio n  th e re  w ere  tw o  owners o f p u re ly  fe u d a l e s ta te s : W illia m  

Gordon o f  C a irs to n  and R o b e rt E lph ins tone  o f  H am iger.

D esp ite  th e  change in  ownership o f the  p a rish  f ro m  the  e a r l 

t o  th e  b ishop in  1614 and th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f ano the r la rge  fe u d a l e s ta te , 

owned by th e  B ishop 's  fa m i ly ,  the  G raham es, a t  B reckness in. the  w e s t 

o f  th e  p a r is h , th e  m a jo r landowning fa m ilie s  rem a ined and appear 

re g u la r ly  in  th e  Seisins. The e a r lie s t  h a b ita tio n , W illia m  C la rk 's  in n , 

e re c te d  on w aste  ground a t  the  head o f th e  bay, la y  w ith in  the  tow nsh ip  

dyke o f  C a irs to n . C a irs to n  a t  the  end o f  the  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  was 

s t i l l  ea rldom  p ro p e rty  thus th e  fe u  was rece ived  f ro m  E a r l R o b e rt 

S te w a rt. By the  date  o f  the  com m encem ent o f  the  R e g is te rs  o f S e is ins , 

how ever, th e  p a rish  had passed in to  the  hands o f  B ishop G raham , the  

f i r s t  se is ins  f o r  the  em erging s e tt le m e n t being in  each case f o r  'th e

sa id  reve rand  fa th e r ’ s piece o f w aste  land ’. The f i r s t  o f  these se is ins ,



th a t  b e tw e e n tte  bishop and D avid  B o sw e ll, m e rch a n t burgess o f

K inghom e , and M a r jo ry  Gordon, h is  w ife ,  was f o r  ground on the  n o r th

side o f  th e  road  o f  C a irs to n . In  th e  yea r 1587 E a r l R o b e rt had g ran ted

in  feu  to  h is  's e r v i t o r ' ,  W illia m  Gordon, th e  whole e s ta te  o f C a irs to n

'in  co n s id e ra tio n  o f  ou r sovere ign L o rd 's  A c ts  o f P a rlia m e n t made anent
3 6the  s e tt in g  o f fe w is  f o r  b igg ing and b e it in g  (re p a ir in g ) o f  houses.'

Thus i t  was p robab ly  W illia m  Gordon who repa ire d  th e  old c a s tle  and 

e re c te d  th e  new fa rm  bu ild ings . When a re la t io n ,  p robab ly  a daughte r, 

m a rr ie d  a w e a lth y  S c o tt is h  m e rch a n t i t  was n a tu ra l th a t  they  should 

have rece ive d  a te n e m e n t o f  land in  C a irs to n  n o t f a r  f ro m  th e  B u ' -  a 

s i te  on low  ground a t  th e  head o f  th e  bay. The im p o rta n ce  o f  th e  bay as 

an anchorage had been recogn ised a t  an e a r ly  da te  and thus th e  com m erc ia l 

p o s s ib il it ie s  o f  such a s ite  would have undoubtedly been exp lo ited  by David 

B osw e ll. In 1668, how ever, th e  land and bu ild ings passed f ro m  John 

B o sw e ll, the  on ly  la w fu l son o f  th is  un ion , who had h im s e lf  become a 

's k ip p e r burgess o f  K irk c a ld ie ',  to  th e  daughters o f David Beaton. The 

B eaton  fa m i ly ,  ho ld ing land in  C louk, Pow, Dale and Quoy, f ig u re  

p ro m in a n tly  in  the  se is in s , and c.75% o f the  quoys shown on the  map as 

feued on th e  w e s t o f  the  ha rb o u r w ere  rece ived  f ro m  D avid  Beaton o r h is 

successors. C lous ton  no tes  th a t  on D avid  B ea ton 's  death in  1669 the  

p ro p e r ty  was d iv ided among h is  fo u r  daughters and included th ir te e n  houses 

a p a r t  f ro m  h is  landed e s ta te  in  the  p a rish . The second and m ore  im p o r ta n t 

land tra n s a c tio n  was th a t  between the  bishop and A lexander C ha lm er, 

s m ith ,  in  1624. I t  is  poss ib le  th a t  A lex. C ha lm er was somehow re la te d  

to  M a rio n  C ha lm er who, w ith  h e r husband, had s e tt le d  a t  the  bay head in  

the  1590's. H ow ever, the  ground seised in  th is  case is  n o te w o rth y  in  th a t  

i t  was th e  f i r s t  on the  w e s t side o f  th e  ha rbo u r, being s ite d  on f a i r ly  

s te e p ly  slop ing ground ly in g  to  the  south o f a bu rn  tow a rds  th e  m idd le  o f  

the  shoreside. O th e r land owners issu ing  feus along th is  p a r t  o f  th e  shore 

w e re  the  Redlands o f  Redland, and the  Grahames o f B reckness.

The f i r s t  reco rded  v is i t  o f  Bishop Grahame to  S trom ness was 

f o r  th e  purpose o f  ho ld ing c o u r t in  D ecem ber, 1617. A t  th is  pe riod  in  

th e  e x tre m e  w e s t o f  the  M ainland c r im e , espec ia lly  sheep s te a lin g , 

appears to  have been r i f e .  I t  appears th a t  the  men o f  the  w est had
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' " g r ip p i t "  th e  an im a l crop  ra th e r  p rom iscuous ly  and sold them  to
38

ships c a llin g  a t  S trom n ess ’ and the  B ishop as judge in  the  B ish o p ric , 

was respons ib le  f o r  exac ting  a su itab le  punishm ent* The B ishop, seeing 

the  advantages o f land purchase schem es, was encouraged to  acquire 

lands w id e ly  th ro u g h o u t the  M ain land, in  some cases rece iv ing  p ro p e rty  

as paym ent f o r  debt* Thus fo llo w in g  v is i t s  to  S trom ness and Sandwick 

he purchased the  e s ta te s  o f B reckness and Skaill* The c h a rte rs  t e s t i f y  

th a t  in  1625

*o©ane horonabe ll wom an, M areon C re igh toun ,

spse to  ane Reverend fa th e r  in  God, G eorge,
39B ishop o f  O rkney' 

appears as o b ta in in g , w i th  'D avid  G raham e, h e r sone ', lands in  

Sandwick w h ile  in  M ay, 1630, a bond was issued by

'. . .F ra n c is  Mudie o f Breknes to  g ra n t c h a r te r  o f

c o n f irm a tio n  to  M arion  C ric h to u n , spse o f  Geo. b.

o f  O rk , and John G raham e, he r son ,ooeo f lands in
40

U t te r  and Inne r S trom ness ' „

The M ud ies, o r ig in a lly  a C a ithness fa m ily  who came to  Hoy and W alls  

a f t e r  th e  R e fo rm a tio n , had c e r ta in ly  acqu ired B reckness by  th e  year 

1563. I t  is  im poss ib le  to  a s c e rta in  the  reasons f o r  the  choice o f 

Breckness as the  s ite  f o r  the  B ishop 's m ansion house. C om pleted in  

1633, a yea r a f t e r  h is  w ife 's  dea th , i t  would have undoubtedly provided 

a r e t r e a t  when episcopacy was o ve rth ro w n  s ix  years la te r  and Grahame 

was fo rc e d  to  res ign .

S tanding beside the  fa rm  bu ild ings on a sea c l i f f  a t  B reckness, 

th e  ru in  in d ica te s  th a t  the  B ishop b u i l t  a s u b s ta n tia l L«shaped bu ild ing  

(F ig . 27). The w a lls  a re  f a i r l y  com ple te  and stand to  a he igh t o f tw o  

s to re y s . The w a llhead, where i t  re m a in s , in d ica te s  the  presence o f 

a m oulded eaves course and i t  is  l ik e ly  th a t  th e re  would have been an 

a t t i c  in  the  ro o f.  The m a in  b lo ck , m easuring  c. 41 x  22 fe e t ,  is  o rien te d  

east<*west w ith  a view across Hoy Sound to  the  A t la n t ic  beyond.

C onta in ing  th e  m a in  pub lic  room s, th e  b lock  has a m ass ive  f ire p la c e  in  

the  w e s t gable and an entrance to  the  south. The m asonry in  a ll sec tions 

is  a m ix tu re  o f uncoursed f la g s to n e  rubb le  w ith  moulded fre e s to n e s ,

th e  la t t e r  l im ite d  m a in ly  to  door and window openings* However, beside 

th e  f ire p la c e  in  the  n o r th -w e s t angle o f the  h a ll is  a m u ra l cupboard



w ith  a m oulded fre e s to n e  surround ad jacent to  a s m a lle r  cupboard 

w ith  a double l in t e l  (P la te  21). The m ain  en trance  to  the  house is in  

th e  e a s t facade a t  the  ju n c tio n  o f the  tw o  w ings. The doorway is  

im p re ss ive  w ith  m oulded jam bs and the  a rm s and in s c r ip t io n  o f the  

B is  hop in  th e  panel above the  door. Im m e d ia te ly  inside the  entrance 

are  th e  rem a ins  o f a f l i g h t  o f s ta ir s  leading to  the  upper s to re y .

The n o r th e rn  p ro je c tio n , c.26 x  24 f t .  in  s iz e , contained the  k itchens 

and s to re ro o m s . The room  appears to  have been divided in to  tw o  long 

cham bers and th e re  are tw o  arched fire p la c e s  in  the  n o rth e rn  gable.

One m ay specu la te  th a t  the  presence o f a B ishop in  th is  

is o la te d  p a r t  o f  th e  M ainland encouraged an im provem en t in  the  

behaviour and m o ra ls  o f  the  inh a b ita n ts  o f  the  parish . I f  th is  were 

th e  case i t  seems th a t  the  e c c le s ia s tic a l in fluence  did n o t continue 

in to  th e  fo llo w in g  ce n tu ry  as a S trom ness m e rc h a n t, se is ing  in  1716 

a p iece o f  w as te  ground w ith in  the  dyke o f H a m ig e r,to  the  east o f  the  

h a rb o u r, produced a son who became n o to rio us  among the  is lands and 

f a r t h e r  a f ie ld  as the  P ira te  Gow. The Grahame fa m ily ,  however, were 

to  have a m ore  p o s itiv e  e f fe c t  on the  developm ent o f  bo th  the  tow n o f 

S trom ness and c e r ta in  parishes in  Orkney. On h is  death  around the  year 

1644 th e  B ishop l e f t  his p ro p e rty  to  f iv e  sons and s ix  daughters who, by 

th e ir  m a rr ia g e s , w ere to  gain f u r th e r  extens ive  e s ta te s  and become 

lin ke d  w i th  o th e r notab le  O rcadian fa m ilie s .  F o r  ins tance : M ary  m a rr ie d  

P a t r ic k  S m ith  o f B raco; A n n is , Adam Ballenden o f Stenness, and M a rjo ry , 

George Drum m ond o f B la ir  Drummond; w h ile  tw o  sons gained G orth ie  and 

R o th ie sh o lm , and James became a m e rch an t in  Edinburgh.

The incom ers to  the  v illa g e  o f S trom ness seem to  be m o s tly  

O rcad ian  as th e  frequency  o f names such as L o u t t i t ,  M a rw ick  and 

L in k la te r  in d ica te . However, the  advantages o f the  harbour were to  

a t t r a c t  a num ber o f im m ig ra n ts  who w ere to  become im p o r ta n t and 

in f lu e n t ia l m em bers o f the  com m unity. M em bers o f th e  S te w a rt and 

Gordon fa m ily  w ere in troduced  w ith  the S te w a rt E a rls  o f  th e  s ix te e n th  

c e n tu ry , w h ile  the  Grahames o r ig in a lly  proceeded n o r th  f ro m  the  east 

co a s t o f  Scotland. There w ere in  a d d ition  a num ber o f fa m ilie s  f ro m  the 

n o r th  o f  Scotland such as the  S inc la irs  and Moodies o f Caithness and the  

S utherlands o f Sutherland. O th e r m em bers o f the  com m un ity  bear names



such as E lph ins tone  and P o lle x fe n  th a t  are connected m ore  obviously 

w ith  fa m il ie s  o u tw ith  th e  islands,, I t  w i l l  be seen, th e re fo re ,  th a t  

a lthough a considerab le  num ber o f m erchan ts  s e t t l in g  along the  shore 

o f the  Voe arose o u t o f  the  old landed fa m ilie s  in  the  neighbourhood, as 

no ted  by C lous ton , a f a i r  percentage came f ro m  o u tw ith  the  pa rish  and, 

in  a num ber o f  in s ta n ce s , o u tw ith  the  Orkneys them se lves.

The ava ilab le  re c o rd s , w h ile  p rov id ing  evidence o f  the  

phys ica l deve lopm ent o f  the  s e tt le m e n t,  m ay also be used in  a s tudy  

o f th e  occupa tion  s tru c tu re  th a t  had evolved by the  year 1700. The 

P o ll T ax  R o ll,  1694, l i s t s  138 m ale heads o f household b u t reco rds  the  

occupation  o f  on ly 26 o f these. The subd iv is ion  o f th is  t o ta l  m ay be 

seen in  th e  fo llo w in g  tab le :

T rade Num ber
Em ployed

L o ca tio n

W o b s te r (weaver) 9 s c a tte re d  w id e ly  th roughou t parish

C a rp e n te r 4 a ll w ith in  Inne r S trom ness

S m ith 3 tw o  in  Inne r S trom ness

T a y lo r 3 a ll around Hamna Voe

Couper 2 one in  Inne r S trom ness

P oor f is h e rm a n 2 Inne r S trom ness

C o rd in e r (shoem aker) 1 C a irs to n

Seaman 1 Inne r S trom ness

W r ig h t 1 Inne r S trom ness

O f th e  persons named on the  1700 m ap, as rece iv ing  the  f i r s t

se is in  o f  th e  dem arka ted  quoys, the  occupations o f  f i f t e e n  m ay be

trace d * These are  l is te d  as fo llo w s :

Seaman **» N ico l L o u t t i t ,  John G ray , W illia m  Johnstone

T a y lo r  « John Hours to n e , R o b e rt Hutcheson, Thos. T a y lo r

C a rp e n te r/ « W illia m  L o u t t i t ,  P a tr ic k  M ow at
Couper

Landowner ~ W illia m  Gordon (C a irs to n ), H a rry  Graham
(Breckness)

M erch an t ~ Duncan Grahame



S m ith  -  A lexander C ha lm er, O liv e r S m ith

C o rd in a r -  W illia m  M e lv e ll

W r ig h t  -  Thomas L o u t t i t

B y th e  ye a r 1700, how ever, the  t o ta l  num ber o f tradesm en th a t  were 

s e t t le d  along th e  s t r ip  o f shore g re a tly  exceeded the  num ber ind ica ted  

in  th e  l i s t  above. As has been no ted , each o f the  o r ig in a l quoys had, by 

th e  beg inn ing o f  the  n ex t ce n tu ry  undergone considerable subdivision.

In  th e  case o f  T a y lo r 's  quoy th e re  appear to  be a t  le a s t seventeen people 

occupying th e  th re e  houses by the  year 1700, o f  w h ich te n  w ere  m ale.

The tra d e s  o f  these are  as fo llo w s : fo u r  c o rd in a rs , tw o  seamen, and 

one each o f  ta y lo r ,  s m ith  and m in s tre l.  The la s t  named as John Beaton, 

com ing f r o m  'U t t e r  S trom ness ' was obviously one o f  the  'younger sons' 

o f  the  landed g e n try  and no tra d e  is  noted f o r  h im . T h is  accum ula tion  

o f  tra d e sm e n  is  ty p ic a l o f  a l l the  la rge  quoys. D u ring  th e  83 years p r io r  

t o  1700 th e  se is ins recorded the  ex is tence o f 36 persons p ra c t is in g  a 

tra d e  o r  p ro fe s s io n  a t  the  shore side. Th is  t o t a l  m ay be analysed as 

fo llo w s :

Seaman 9

C o rd ina r 6

M erch an t 6

C a rpe n te r 5

S m ith  4

T a y lo r  4

M in s t re l 1

W r ig h t 1

A s  w ith  the  P o ll Tax R o ll the  re c o rd  o f  occupations as 

ga the red  f r o m  th e  se isins is  incom p le te . H ow ever, th e  developm ent 

along th e  shoreside o f S trom ness as e xe m p lifie d  by these reco rds  is 

considerab le  by A .D . 1700. The s u ita b i l i t y  o f  th e  bay f o r  tra d in g  had 

been recogn ised by en trep reneu rs  f ro m  a l l p a r ts  o f Scotland and the  

co m m e rc ia l p o te n t ia l o f  the  s e tt le m e n t a t  th e  tu rn  o f th e  c e n tu ry  was 

n o t in s ig n if ic a n t.  The cen tu rie s  th a t  fo llo w e d  w ere  to  w itn e ss  the  

ex tens ion  o f  th is  com m erc ia l a c t iv i ty  w ith in  a b roader fra m e w o rk  w ith  

th e  to w n  demanding the  loosening o f the  bonds o f  c o n tro l held by 

K irk w a ll over fo re ig n  tra d in g  during the  n ex t hundred years. Th is  was



th e  tu rn in g  p o in t and th e  expansion th a t  was to  fo llo w  b rough t the  

s e t t le m e n t  t o  i t s  zen ith .
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CHAPTER V

T h a t S trom ness flo u r is h e d  in  the  succeeding ce n tu rie s  is  

beyond doub t and in  a l e t t e r  f ro m  David Geddes, m e rch an t in  S trom ness, 

dated 12 th  A p r i l ,  1788, th e  re s u lts  o f  th a t  a re  ou tlin e d :

’ ...T o  g ive  you an Idea o f  the  flo u r is h in g  s ta te  o f our 

g re a t Town; 40 years ago 150 fe e t  o f  ground on th e  

shore below the  s t r e e t  was bought f o r  £10 and now I 

pay £60 f o r  70 fe e t  o f  the  same ground, a ll the  spare 

p ieces o f  ground on the  shore bear the  lik e  va lue ’ \

The v illa g e  underw en t considerable expansion and th is  is  n o t on ly re f le c te d  

in  th e  c o s t o f  land b u t m ay be seen in  a ra p id  increase  in  pop u la tion , drawn, 

f r o m  m any p a r ts  o f  N o rth e rn  B r i ta in ,  and the  e x p lo ita t io n  o f  th e  tra d in g  

p o te n t ia l o f  the  ha rbo u r th a t  had been recognised a lready by some o f the 

e a r l ie s t  s e t t le r s  on th is  s t re tc h  o f  shore. Thus in  1755 i t  could be s ta te d  

th a t

’ . . . th e  in h a b ita n ts  o f  S trom ness , by th e ir  s itu a t io n  upon

th e  P entland  F r i t h ,  have been fre q u e n t ly  under a k ind o f

N e ce ss ity  o f  dealing in  fo re ig n  co m m o d itie s , upon occasion

o f  Ships p u tt in g  in to  th e ir  H a rbou r, f o r  w an t o f  P ro v is io n s ,

and o th e r  N ecessaries, which the  Crews o f these Ships could

n o t purchase in  any o th e r  way than  by B a r te r  o r  Exchange o f

such C om m odities as th e y  have on board. And as i t  would

have been barbarous and inhumane in  the  Respondents to

have re fu se d  such Com m erce, they  came under a N e cess ity  o f

disposing o f such inconsiderab le  Q u a n tit ie s  o f  fo re ig n
2

com m o d itie s  as came in to  th e ir  hands1 .

I t  was th is  p ra c tic e  o f fo re ig n  tra d in g  by  th e  g row ing v illa g e  

o f  S trom ness th a t  led  to  considerable f r ic t io n  developing between th is  

w e s te rn  s e t t le m e n t and th e  anc ien t is land  c a p ita l du ring  the  f i r s t  60 

years o f  the  e igh teen th  cen tu ry . In  th e  o r ig in a l c h a r te r  o f  1486 e re c tin g  

K irk w a ll in to  a Royal Burgh i t  was s ta te d  th a t ,  accord ing to  t ra d it io n ,  

the  burgesses o f  K irk w a ll would be given the  f u l l  r ig h ts  o f  tra d e  in  

m erchand ise  o f  a l l  k inds and allowed to  e x p o rt and im p o r t  f re e ly .  In 

1693, how ever, an A c t  o f  P a rlia m e n t was issued by which
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’ . . . th e  b e n e fit  o f  tra d e  allowed to  the  ro y a l burghs

m ig h t be com m unica ted in  fa v o u r  o f  burghs o f

r e g a l i t y , ba ro n ry  and o th e rs , on th e ir  re lie v in g

th e  ro y a l burghs o f a p ro p o rt io n  o f th e  ta x  la id  
3

on th e m ’ .

Up t o  th is  date  a l l ro y a l burghs had the  im p o r ta n t fu n c t io n  o f g ran tin g

tra d e  licence s  in  the  fo rm  o f burgess t ic k e ts .  The ho lde r o f such a

t ic k e t  was taxed  o r s te n te d , by th e  ro y a l burgh issu ing  th e  t ic k e t  f o r

th e  p r iv ile g e  o f  becom ing a ’f r e e ’ t ra d e r  w ith  r ig h ts  to  c a r ry  on his

business. The t o ta l  ta x  lev ied  on th e  ro y a l burghs provided in  tu rn

a p p ro x im a te ly  o n e -s ix th  o f  the  land ta x  o f Scotland. K irk w a ll

m a g is t ra te s ,  th e re fo re ,  had the  m onopoly o f  tra d e  re g u la tio n  th roughou t

th e  whole coun ty , the  A c t  s ta t in g  th a t

’. . . Im p o r t in g  o f  a l l fo re ig n  com m od ities  and m erchandise,

e ith e r  by sea o r  land , doth  and sh a ll belong to  the

fre e m e n  in h a b ita n ts  o f  t h e ir  M a je s tie s  Royal Burghs...

likew ays , th a t  the  e xp o rtin g  by sea o f a ll na tive

com m od itie s  o f  th is  Kingdom do th  and sha ll belong to
4

the  fre e m e n  in h a b ita n ts  o f  the  ro y a l burghs o n ly .. . . ’

O th e r t r a f f ic k e r s  o f goods w ere known a t  th is  t im e  as 'u n fre e ' t ra d e rs  

and i f  caught w ere  penalised under th e  A c t :

'. . . th e  goods o r com m od ities  o f the  u n fre e  tra d e rs  sha ll 

be escheated"* -  the  one h a lf  to  the  K ing and the  o th e r 

h a lf  to  th e  burgh apprehendar; and th a t  i f  the  said goods 

o r  com m od ities be apprehended w ith in  any o f th e  sa id 

ro y a l burghs, o r  the  suburbs o r appendices belonging to  

th e m , o r  w ith in  th e ir  p o r ts  o r  ha rbo u rs , the  same m ay 

be s u m m a rily  seized and secured as goods escheat 

in  m anner fo re s a id ’.

A s  w e ll as th e  c o n fis c a tio n  o f th e ir  goods u n fre e  tra d e rs  w ere  f in e d  

and o f te n  had so ld ie rs  qua rte red  in  th e ir  houses u n t i l  paym ent was 

fo r th c o m in g .

Under th is  d e f in it io n  m erchants in  S trom ness , by p rov is ion ing  

th e  f le e ts  th a t  ca lled a t  the  ha rbour, w ere ’u n fre e ’ t ra d e rs  and to  

escape ha rassm en t by K irk w a ll advantage was taken  o f th e  1693 A c t  by



w hich  tra d e  could be extended o u tw ith  the  ro y a l burghs. Thus Stromness

m e rch a n ts  undertook  to  pay a p ro p o rt io n  o£ th e  annual ta x a tio n  la id  upon

K irk w a ll in  o rd e r t o  have a com m un ica tion  o f tra d e . The sys tem  o f

ta x a t io n ,  how ever, b rough t f o r t h  m any com p la in ts  as a le t t e r  to  the

M a g is tra te s  f r o m  Andrew Ross in  E d inburgh, dated 1700 shows:

*...1 had s e v e ra ll accom pts f ro m  you r co n tre y  o f

yo u r unequall d iv is ione o f  the  quota imposed by

d e c re it  o f  p a r lia m e n t upon the  un fre e  tra d e rs

w ith in  you r p re c in c t , and p a r t ic u la r ly  upon those

in  S trom ness paroch. W hat ground ye hade f o r

p o rp o rtio n e in g  soe m uch upon them  is  unknown to

m e b u t I  w ished w ith  a l l m y h e a r t ye hade w alked

m ore  equally and ju s t ly  in  you r d iv is io n e , soe as

none m ig h t have reasone to  com plaine as those in

th e  fo rs a id  paroch m o s t c lam orous ly  does. T h e re fo r

I  m o s t e a rn e s tly  des ire  th a t  ye would be pleased to

recons ide r you r d iv is ione and n o t only ease the  said
7

people in  S trom ness b u t lyckwayes Zetland* .

The ta x  im posed on S trom ness by th e  M a g is tra te s  in  K irk w a ll amounted 

to  £204~16s Scots which was equ iva len t to  one th ir d  o f  th e  t o ta l  sum 

due f r o m  th e  Royal Burgh. S trom ness m erchan ts  considered th is  f ig u re  

to  be t o ta l ly  un ju s t c la im ing  th a t  i t  was *d isp roportioned  to  h e r tra d e
g

and h e r a b il i ty *  b u t neverthe less continued paym ent u n t i l  1743. A t  

th a t  da te  c e r ta in  tra d e rs  under the  leadersh ip  o f A lexander Graham 

re fu s e d  to  pay the  cess and w ere in  consequence sued f o r  the  sums due 

-  th a t  in  th e  case o f A lexander Graham am ounting to  £16 Scots. The 

lo c a l le g a l proceedings favoured  K irk w a ll b u t much expensive l i t ig a t io n  

fo llo w e d  b rin g in g  hardsh ip to  bo th  towns. E ve n tu a lly  a com prom ise was 

suggested th a t  th e re  would be a 50% re d u c tio n  in  th e  ta x  paid by 

S tro m n e ss , b r ing ing  the  sum to  £102, in  lin e  w ith  paym ents made by 

W ick  and Peterhead. The convention o f Royal B u rghs, how ever, dism issed 

th is  suggestion, ins is t in g  th a t  peace could be bought only by paym ent 

o f  a l l  unpaid dues w ith  a re tu rn  to  the  a rrangem ent o f  1719 whereby i t  

was agreed th a t



'••• in  case o£ increase o£ th e ir  tra d e  and decrease o£ 

th e  in h a b ita n ts  o£ K irk w a ll to  sub jec t them se lves

to  pay such fu rd e r  p ro p o rt io n  o f cess as any ....
9convention .... sha ll h e re a fte r  de te rm ine*.

The m a t te r  w e n t to  the  C o u rt o f Session w h ich , in  1754, declared th a t

'. . . th e re  was no s u f f ic ie n t  r ig h t  in  the  burgh

o f K irk w a ll to  assess the  v illa g e  o f S trom ness ,

b u t th a t  the  said v illa g e  should be q u it  th e re o f ,
10and f re e  th e re fro m , in  a l l  t im e  coming* .

K irk w a ll appealed to  the  House o f L o rd s  b u t the  o r ig in a l decis ion was 

c o n firm e d  in  1758 a llow ing  S trom ness , and even tua lly  a l l  s im ila r  towns 

and v illa g e s  th ro ugho u t Scotland, to  become f re e  and independent o f the  

ro y a l burghs.

D esp ite  even tua l v ic to r y  the  prolonged lega l b a t t le  had

exhausted th e  finances o f m any o f the  S trom ness tra d e rs . A lexander

G raham , a t  one t im e  among the  w e a lth ie r  m erchan ts  who, in h e r it in g  the

fa m i ly  p ro p e r ty  tow ards th e  cen tre  o f the  burgh , c o n tro lle d  much o f the

A m e ric a n  t ra d e , f e l l  in to  f in a n c ia l d i f f ic u l t ie s  and a tte m p te d  to  sue his

fe llo w  m e rch a n ts  f o r  £600. He u lt im a te ly  became b a n k ru p t, h is  p ro p e rty

in  G raham  P lace being sold to  F ra s e r  S m ith , a sh ipm a s te r. However, the

m o n e ta ry  prob lem s o f c e r ta in  p a r t ic ip a n ts  in  the  s tru g g le  did n o t have a

d e tr im e n ta l e f fe c t  upon the  tow n and f ro m  th a t  t im e

*.,.S trom ness became a place o f m ore  n o te ,

in  consequence o f the  free dom  she had obta ined,

and h e r t ra d e , as tra d e  always should b e , n e ith e r

curbed by absurd re g u la tio n s , nor shackled by th e

co rp o ra tio n  s p i r i t ,  w i l l ,  probably soon enable he r in

h e r tu rn  to  acquire an ascendant o ve r, and p re sc rib e
11

laws to ,  her fo rm e r lo rd ly  superio r*.

A f t e r  the  in i t ia l  e s tab lishm en t o f th e  tow n  by a sm a ll num ber 

o f e n tre p re n e u rs  and m in o r tra d e rs  f ro m  many p a r ts  o f  Scotland the  

im proved  com m un ica tions, developed as a re s u lt  o f  shipping passing 

th ro u g h  the  h a rbo u r, in e v ita b ly  encouraged f u r th e r  im m ig ra tio n . The 

exchange o f goods a t  the  p o r t ,  once fre e d  f ro m  the  c o n s tra in ts  f e l t  

du ring  the  period  o f dom ination  by K irk w a ll,  gave r is e  to  extensive



w ho lesa ling  and re ta ilin g . Thus in  1760, during  a to u r  o f Scotland,

Pococke com m ents o f the  200 o r so fa m ilie s  in  the  tow n th a t  '...th e y  

are  a l l  (except one F a c to r )  Publicans and Shopkeepers’. 12 W hile  th is  

is  undoubted ly an exaggeration -  only 55 ou t o f a t o ta l  popu la tion  o f 1344 

being so c la s s if ie d  in  1790 -  i t  emphasises the  im po rtance  o f such services 

in  th e  genera l economic s tru c tu re  a t  the  t im e . Pococke also m entions 

th a t  th e  p r in c ip a l tra d e  o f the  Orkneys was c a rr ie d  ou t in  th is  w e s te rn  

h a rb o u r, n o t in  the  is land c a p ita l, and com prised the  e x p o rt o f a 

d iv e rs i ty  o f  lo ca l produce includ ing:

’ . ..B a r le y , K e lp , Ashes, F is h  o y l, S a lt bee f and b u t te r .

They also send out o a tm ea l, m a lt ,  ham s, dryed geese,

ta llo w , Cod, l in g  and the  Skins o f Calves ra b b its  and

fo x e s , goose fe a th e rs ,  coarse f r iz e s ,  f in e  s to ck in g s ,
13k n i t  g loves, and lin n e n .'

In  th e  O ld S ta t is t ic a l A cco un t, fo llo w in g  some 32 years la te r ,  the  

p r in c ip a l ite m s  f o r  e xp o rt rem a in  the  same and are valued a t  £2371.15.8d. 

Im p o r ts ,  how ever, com pris ing  raw m a te r ia ls  such as m o lasses, f lo u r ,  

w ood, coa l, te a  and f la x ,  m anu fac tu red  a r t ic le s  -  ea rthenw are , 

ca rtw h e e ls  -  and lu xu ry  ite m s  -  s n u f f ,  d r in k , tobacco , powder and shot -  

g re a t ly  exceed th is  t o ta l ,  am ounting to  £4198.l.Od. The tra d e  d e f ic i t  

was made up in  a number o f ways and the  A ccount reco rds  th a t  money 

was ava ilab le  in  the  fo rm  o f re m itta n c e s  f ro m  seamen in  the  Navy, 

f r e ig h ts  o f  vesse ls , money f ro m  shipping f re s h  p ro v is io n s , o r spent by 

seamen in  pub lic  inns and in  re m itta n c e s  f ro m  men in  the  se rv ice  o f the  

Hudson’s Bay Company. C e rta in ly  the  sums spent by seamen in  the  pub lic 

inns was lik e ly  to  have been considerable th e re  being 23 r e ta ile rs  o f  ale 

and 7 r e ta i le r s  o f s p ir i ts  in  S trom ness by the  end o f the  cen tu ry . A lso  

in  t im e  o f w a r when shipping was fo rc e d  to  take  the  m ore  n o r th e r ly  ro u te  

v ia  S trom ness to  escape m arauding p r iv a te e rs  and f r ig a te s  the  tow n  was 

l ik e ly  to  rece ive  an e x tra  income in  excess o f £1000

Due to  the  incidence o f w a r and s to rm s  in  th e  Pentland F i r t h  

th e  num ber o f vessels ca lling  in  the  harbour f lu c tu a te d  considerably as 

th e  re co rd s  note . P r io r  to  1763 between 450 and 500 ships passed th rough 

p e r annum b u t in  the  la te r  p a r t  o f the  ce n tu ry  the  p rod u c tio n  o f im proved 

surveys and ch a rts  o f the  n o rth e rn  w a te rs , p r in c ip a lly  by M urdoch
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M ackenzie , a llowed th e  d ire c t  ro u te  th rough  the  F i r t h  to  be used m ore 

f re q u e n t ly  reducing  the  shipping in  S trom ness to  c.340 pe r annum. The 

co m p o s itio n  o f the  f le e ts ,a s  revealed in  a ta b le  p r in te d  in  the  Old 

S ta t is t ic a l A cco u n t, is  in te re s t in g . E ng lish  and S c o tt is h  vessels used 

th e  ha rbo u r m o s t f re q u e n t ly  b u t in  each year th e re  appear to  have been 

va luab le  c o n ta c ts  • w ith  shipping passing to  and f ro m  A m e rica  and p a rts  

o f  n o r th e rn  Europe.

STROMNESS : SHIPPING

L is ts  o f vessels

Y ear 1789 1790 1791 1792

E n g lish 105 72 96 87

S c o tt is h 214 121 203 214

I r is h 7 13 19 17

D u tch 2 0 0 0

Swedish 5 0 5 9

D anish 9 2 11 5

P russ ians 3 2 1 3

D anzig ships 1 3 4 1

A m erican s 0 0 1 2

T o ta l 34? 213 340 338

r e f :  O ld S ta t is t ic a l A ccount: V o l XV I

In  a d d itio n  to  the  lin ks  fo rg e d  o u tw ith  th e  is lands S trom ness

m e rch a n ts  w ere  responsib le f o r  the  d is tr ib u t io n  o f a sso rted  com m od ities

to  cus to m e rs  a l l  over Orkney. F o r  in s tan ce , m uch coal and w h isky was

s e n t to  James R obertson  o f Ness, w h ile  b a rre ls  o f h e rr in g  and q u a n titie s

o f  tobacco  w e n t to  N o rth  Ronaldsay and, on one occasion, a w a tch  was

d ispatched to  S tronsay. The R obertson le t t e r  book in d ica tes  the  re g u la r

expo rt o f h e rr in g  and kelp in  the  e igh teen th  cen tu ry . However, the  loca l

f is h in g  in d u s try  was inconsiderable a t  th is  t im e  and Hepburn notes th a t

’. . . f is h in g  is  now only prosecu ted as f a r  as the  p o v e rty  and

w an t o f the  in h a b ita n ts  fo rc e  th e m , f ro m  day to  day, to

seek in  the  sea an a d d ition  to  th a t  scan ty  subsistence which
14

the  land a ffo rd s  th e m .'
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I t  is  th o u g h t th a t  the  £30 o r  so needed f o r  a boa t and f is h in g  equipm ent

was in  excess o f the  means o f  the  m a jo r ity  o f  the  in h a b ita n ts  and by

1794 on ly  tw o  sloops f ro m  S trom ness appear to  have been engaged in

ca tch in g  h e rr in g . The e x p lo ita t io n  o f the  w a te rs  by ’fo re ig n  f le e ts ’

gave r is e  to  com p la in ts  among the  Orcadians b u t desp ite  suggestions

th a t  '. . . f is h e r ie s  (the  m o s t p ro f ita b le  and b e n e fic ia l o f a l l trad es)

m ig h t be es tab lished  and c a rr ie d  on th e re  (Orkney) to  g re a te r  advantage
15th a n  anywhere else in  Scotland (the  is le s  o f Z e tla nd  excepted)’, i t  

was n o t u n t i l  the  fo llo w in g  ce n tu ry  th a t  f is h in g  became an im p o r ta n t 

com ponent o f  the  economy. On a s m a ll sca le , how ever, i t  was 

pursued f ro m  the  m idd le  o f  the  e igh teen th  ce n tu ry  w ith  tw o  o r  th re e  

S trom ness boa ts  engaged in  w h ite  f is h in g  and lo b s te rs . The la t t e r  

p roved  to  be a p ro f ita b le  e n te rp r is e  and c. 12000 w ere  despatched 

annua lly  to  London in  Gravesend smacks th a t  ca lled  in  the  harbour 

f o r t n ig h t ly  du ring  May and June. D u ring  the  w in te r  m onths between 50 

and 100 m en f is h e d  in  the  h a rb o u r,fro m  the  stone quays o r sm a ll boa ts , 

f o r  s il lo c k  w h ich , on th e ir  sale b ro u g h t a s ig n if ic a n t  incom e in to  the  

tow n. O th e r e n te rp r is e s  u n fo r tu n a te ly  b ro u g h t less money in to  the  

s e tt le m e n t.  The Napoleonic W ars sen t th e  p r ic e  o f ke lp  ro c k e tt in g  

because fo re ig n  p roduc ts  w ere unobta inable and th is  encouraged lo c a l 

landow ners to  crowd th e ir  e s ta te s  w ith  people to  g a th e r tang les : th e  

shores o f  Hamna Voe were adapted f o r  burn ing  the  co lle c te d  seaweed 

in  s im p le  k iln s  b e fo re  the  valuable ash was exported . In  the  1790’s 

weed was c u t on ly every  tw o  o r th re e  years am ounting to  c.42 tons per 

annum , and Clous to n  notes th a t

’. . . i t  is  n o t annually m ade; and when b u rn t the  g re a te r
16

p a r t  belongs to  h e r ito rs  n o t re s id e n t here. ’

Among o th e r lo c a l in d u s tr ie s  w ere  those invo lv ing  b o th  the  

re p a ir  and c o n s tru c tio n  o f boats. O f the  493 m ales re s id e n t in  the  

to w n  a t  th e  close o f the  ce n tu ry  60 w ere seamen, 18 ship ca rpen te rs  

and a f u r t h e r  8 w ere  l is te d  as jo in e rs . Severa l s m a ll sh ips  o f between 

30 and 90 tons each w ere b u i l t  in  nousts bo rde ring  th e  harbour and 

appear to  have been used lo ca lly . In  a d d itio n , w eavers, ta i lo r s ,  

shoem akers, m asons, coopers and b lacksm ith s  w ere  p ro m in e n t m embers 

in  s o c ie ty  -  type  o f a r tis a n s  th a t  were e a r ly  s e t t le r s  along the  shoreside.



The wom en, ou tnum bering  the  m en by 358, found em ploym ent as fem a le  

s e rv a n ts , d ressm ake rs , s tock ing  k n i t te r s  o r as m a n u fa c tu re rs  o f linen.

W h ile  tra d e  appears to  have undergone considerable development 

in  th e  tw o  ce n tu rie s  since W illia m  C le rk  es tab lished h is  inn a t  the  

bay head to  o f f e r  h o s p ita li ty  to  passing seamen th e re  seems to  have 

been room  f o r  im p rovem en t:

' . . . I t  is  e v id e n t, th a t  f r o m  th e ir  H a rbo u r, a much m ore  

honourab le , as w e ll as a m ore  Lucra tive  Trade m ig h t 

be c a rr ie d  on, f o r  everyone o f the  p r in c ip a l In h a b ita n ts  

have a w h a rf a t  th e ir  own doo r; and the  t o ta l  neg lec t o f 

th is  e xce lle n t advantage, shews th a t  th e y  are  in fe c te d  

w ith  th e  same indolence com plained o f in  the  In h a b ita n ts  

o f  K irk w a ll.  ^

In  s p ite  o f g iv ing  an im p ress ion  o f  laz iness th e re  w ere  in  f a c t  a number 

o f  e n te rp r is in g  ind iv idua ls  w ith in  the  com m un ity . I t  was such e n te rp ris e  

th a t  no doubt led to  a no ticeab le  increase in  sm uggling , espec ia lly  in  

such lu x u rie s  as D utch g in , tobacco , F rench b rand ies , w in e , ru m , tea  

and c o f fe e ,  du ring  th is  period.' O the rs  b e n e fite d  th e  com m un ity  m ore  

obv ious ly  by the  example s e t and leadersh ip  g iven du ring  th e ir  l i fe t im e .  

C e rta in  fa m ilie s  prospered and among these are  the  Johnstons and 

Geddes, b o th  o r ig in a lly  incom ing f ro m  Scotland.

I t  is  th ough t th a t  the  e a r lie s t  Johnston, a son o f th e  E a r l o f 

Annandale, s e tt le d  in  B irs a y , b u t during  the  n e x t gene ra tion  sons 

became estab lished  in  e s ta te s  in  S trom ness p a ris h , and R ichard  

Johnston, who m a rr ie d  M a rjo r ie  C u rs i t te r  o f  A pp ie tow n , became a 

p ro m in e n t m e rch a n t in  the  tow n  i t s e l f .  The Seisins show th a t  in  1695 

R ich a rd  Johnston and his w ife  rece ived a d is p o s itio n  f o r  a piece o f w as te  

ground in  M o w a t's  Quoy and th e re  s e t up a sm a ll shop s e llin g  m u tto n  and 

vea l. Those S trom nessians who f e l l  in to  debt f o r  th e ir  purchases soon 

found  them se lves obliged to  hand over w h a t asse ts  th e y  did possess and 

th u s  Johnston was able to  acquire many sm a ll p ro p e rt ie s  in  paym ent f o r  

shop accounts. In te re s t  in  tra d e  was encouraged w ith in  th e  fa m ily  , 

p a r t ic u la r ly  on the  m a rria g e  o f R icha rd 's  son, John, to  M a rjo r ie  C ra f ts ,  

th e  daughte r o f John C r a f ts ,  a London shipow ner, and M a rjo r ie  L o u t t i t  

o f  Lyk ing . T h e ir  son, Joshua, became an im p o r ta n t m em ber in  the
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co m m u n ity  es ta b lish in g  h im s e lf as a s o l ic i to r  and N o ta ry  Public  in  

S trom ness in  1745 s h o r t ly  a f t e r  a tw o -y e a r period  o f indenture  to  

John R idock , S te w a rt C le rk  o f Orkney. L inks  w ere again fo rg e d  w ith in  

and o u tw ith  the  is lands. On h is m a rria g e  in  1749 to  M a rg a re t Halcro o f 

C o u b is te r ano the r valuable Orkney e s ta te  came in to  the  fa m i ly ’s 

possession w h ile , f o r  a t im e ,  Joshua h im s e lf was designated as a w r i te r  

in  E d inburgh th is  poss ib ly  enabling h im  to  pursue o th e r valuable tra d in g  

c o n ta c ts . Many deeds and seis ins bear w itn e ss  to  his ro le  as N o ta ry  

P ub lic . In  1754 a deed executed by h im s e lf  on b eh a lf o f  Magnus Irv in g , 

s a ilo r  in  S trom ness , describes the  t ra n s fe r  o f  a house and quoy o f land 

valued a t  £20 and a s ix te e n th  p a r t  o f the  B rig a n tin e  ’M a rg a re t ’ o f 

S trom ness  valued a t  £8 to  the  e ldes t son, James Irv in g  „ A ls o  m entioned 

in  th e  deed are the  second son, Magnus, a s a ilo r  in  London and the  

younger son, Edw ard, who was a s a ilo r  w ith  the  Hudson's Bay Company. 

T h is  emphasises the  extensive tra d in g  con tacts  o f  m any o f  the  

co n te m p o ra ry  in h a b ita n ts .

By 1750 Joshua's s is te r ,  K a th e rin e , had become linked  by m arria ge  

to  a no the r notab le  im m ig ra n t fa m ily ,  the  Geddes’. I t  is l ik e ly  th a t  

D avid  Geddes, a taxsm an , a r r iv e d , probably f ro m  P e te rhead , c.1716 and 

i t  was h is  son George who, on h is wedding to  K a th e rin e  Johnston, 

es tab lished  h im s e lf  in  a p o s itio n  to  in h e r it  p a r t  o f the  valuable Jchnston 

e s ta te .

George Geddes, s a ilo r ,  w en t to  Canada w ith  W o lfe 's  exped ition  

in  1759, b u t ,  tw o  years la te r ,  he had re tu rn e d  and taken  a m ortgage  

f r o m  h is  b ro th e r - in - la w  on a house then  possessed by A le x  M cKay, 

t id e w a te r ,  on a p a r t  o f L o u t t i t s  Quoy tow ards  the  n o r th  end o f the  

ha rbour. H is son, D avid , also removed te m p o ra r ily  to  Canada on his 

a p p o in tm e n t in  1777 as P aym aste r o f th e  A rm y  led by L ie u t.-G e n e ra l 

Burgoyne. A lthough  taken  p riso n e r a f te r  the  d e fe a t in  Saratoga he 

re tu rn e d  to  S trom ness in  1783, m a rr ie d  M a rg a re t C ru ikshank and b u i lt  

Geddes House (1787), a notable bu ild ing  to  the  sou th  o f th e  M elvine

p ro p e rty  in  H e lliho le  where he was ’. . . to  have a Dock f o r  th e  Sloops,
18 • e tc . ’ In  1785, Geddes, obviously som ewhat d issolusioned by l i f e  m

O rkney , had w r i t te n  th a t ,  to  provide f o r  the  fu r th e r  increase in  fa m ily

s ize  w ith  the  a r r iv a l o f ano ther c h ild , he was p repa ring  to



’ . . . t r y  m y fo r tu n e  in  the  seas th is  sum m er in  a ve ry  f in e  sloop

I  have g o t b u i l t  a t  L e ith  o f  near 100 Tuns burden, a l l oaken
• . 19o u t and m , f i t t e d  o u t in  the  b e s t m a n n e r.’

A lth o u g h  c o s tin g  £800 he e n tru s te d  the  m a s te rs h ip  o f the  vessel to  his

tw e n ty -o n e  year old b ro th e r - in - la w , H a rry  C ru ikshank, and planned to

'...g o  on f r e ig h t  o r fo rc e  a Trade f ro m  the  B a lt ic  o r Norway to  L ive rpoo l
T 1 J l  2 0  • •o r Ire la n d  res ign ing  h im s e lf to  th e  f a c t  th a t  ’th is  and the  f is h in g  is

21
a l l  I  can a t te m p t in  th is  C o un try ’ . However h is successes in  tra n s p o rtin g  

cargoes o f  co rn  to  Norway and Deals to  Ire land  encouraged him  to  s e tt le  

m o re  pe rm a n e n tly  in  S trom ness and to g e th e r  w ith  H a rry  C ruikshank and, 

la t e r ,  th e  Irv in g  fa m ily ,  he acquired an in te re s t  in  10 ships a t  the  peak 

o f t r a d e , becoming engaged in  numerous o th e r shipping ven tu res . The 

w idespread  con tac ts  fo rg e d  in  e a r lie r  years undoubtedly enabled h im  to  

use some o f h is  ships to  c a rry  Canadian spars to  B r i t is h  shipyards be fo re  

a llow ing  them  to  continue on a sm uggling run  w ith  s a lt  to  Gothenburg.

In  a d d itio n  in  1791 he was appointed the  Orkney agent f o r  the  Hudson's 

Bay Company, a po s t rem a in ing  in  the  fa m ily  u n t i l  1819. D u ring  the  

Napoleonic W ars David Geddes became som eth ing o f a m e rch a n t banker 

and seems to  have owned severa l hundred acres o f land in  a d d itio n  to  

t h i r t y  houses in  the  town.

The e f fe c t  o f such fam iH es  on lo ca l live lihoo d  was considerable 

and when th e  Cruikshanks s ta r te d  a b re w e ry , which was soon converted  

in to  a m o re  p ro f ita b le  d is t i l le r y ,  in  th e  s e t t le m e n t,  i t  was undoubtedly 

an a t te m p t  to  e x p lo it to  an even g re a te r  e x te n t the  w e a lth  b rough t to  

th e  area by th e  shipping. However, as in  m any O rcadian fa m il ie s ,  w e a lth  

was s h o r t liv e d  and D avid ’s son, George, fa ile d  to  s t r iv e  to  m a in ta in  the  

t ra d in g  lin k s  in  the  p e rio d , a f te r  Napoleon's d e fe a t a t  W a te rlo o , when 

m uch shipping was being d iv e rte d  to  the  peace fu l w a te rs  o f th e  Eng lish  

Channel. Business slumped, the  fa m ily  became in s o lv e n t, and George, 

s tr ip p e d  o f h is honoured p o s itio n  as agent f o r  th e  Hudson’s Bay Company 

f le d  to  Lancash ire  w ith  h is  w ife .

P robab ly  one o f  the  m o s t im p o r ta n t fa c to rs  leading to  the  

deve lopm ent o f the  tow n o f S trom ness and to  the  f lu c tu a t in g  fo rtu n e s  

o f  i t s  in h a b ita n ts  was w ar. Between 1688 and 1815 th e re  w ere s ix  m a jo r 

w a rs , covering  a period  o f 60 yea rs , in  w h ich B r ita in  was involved.



D u rin g  such pe riods o f  d is tu rbance  the  English  Channel was n o t safe 

f o r  m e rch a n t shipping and convoys o f vessels used th e  m ore  treacherous 

w a te rs  o f  th e  P en tland  F ir th .  However, u n t i l  the  p u b lic a tio n  o f  a 

com prehensive s e t o f  c h a rts  and sa ilin g  in s tru c t io n s  in  1750, by  Murdoch 

M ackenzie , and th e  in s ta lla t io n  o f ligh thouses in  the  F i r t h  m ore  than 

h a lf  a c e n tu ry  la te r ,  th e  ro u te  via the  O rkney is lands them se lves was 

p re fe r re d  and S trom ness, a t  the  en trance  to  Scapa F lo w , b e n e fite d  

g re a t ly  f r o m  the  re s o r t  o f  such shipping. In  a d d itio n  the  Orkneys in  

genera l and the  ha rbour o f  S trom ness in  p a r t ic u la r  p rov ided  the  f in a l 

la n d fa ll f o r  vessels tra v e llin g  w e s t to  th e  new colonies in  A m erica  o r 

f o r  w haling ships proceeding to  Greenland and Davis S t r a it .  On the  

o u tw a rd  jou rney  w a te r , provisions, ana e x tra  crew  m em bers could be 

acqu ired , w h ile  on th e  homeward run  a c a ll a t  S trom ness p rov ided  the  

f i r s t  o p p o rtu n ity  f o r  th e  sale o f  fu r s ,  t im b e r  and f is h .

A lthough Canada's n o r th - fa c in g  bay was d iscovered by Henry

Hudson in  1610 and ceded to  B r ita in  by th e  T re a ty  o f  U t re c h t  i t  was no t

u n t i l  1670 th a t  any tra d e  was executed by th e  Hudson's Bay Company.

No d e f in ite  evidence e x is ts  o f  th e  f i r s t  O rcadian re c ru its  a lthough i t

is  poss ib le  th a t  C apta in  G rim in g to n  o f  th e  ship 'Hudson's B a y1 engaged

te n  o r  tw e lv e  s to u t  able young men in  1702. C e r ta in ly  tw o  years la te r

th e  C apta in  was asked to  supply in fo rm a tio n  about f in d in g  se rvan ts  f o r

th e  company in  O rkney and to  w r ite  to  h is  c o n ta c ts

'. . . f o r  as many as h is fr ie n d s  can g e t t  n o t exceeding

24 in  num ber and am ongst them  tw o ta y lo rs  and
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to  be a ll young m en '.

D u rin g  peace tim e  th re e  ships o f  between 150 and 400 tons  each ca lled 

a t  S trom ness in  May o r June re tu rn in g  about Novem ber to  land those  

m en who had chosen to  re tu rn  home a f te r  th e ir  c o n tra c ts  had exp ired. 

The num ber o f  men engaged p e r annum f lu c tu a te d  between 60 and 100 

and i t  seems th a t  Orcadians were p re fe r re d  to  w o rke rs  f ro m  England 

o r  Ire la n d  f o r  a num ber o f  reasons, v iz :

th e y  w ere f re e  o f the  ta in t  o f  re b e llio n  in  fa v o u r o f  the

exiled S tu a rts ;

th e y  w ere  poor so th a t  s ta r t in g  wages, r is in g  w ith  

re -e n U s tm e n t, o f  £6 p.a. f o r  labou re rs  and £15.20 p.a. 

f o r  c ra fts m e n  and sa ilo rs  seemed p r in c e ly ;



and th e y  w ere  accustom ed to  g re a t hardsh ip  and

could endure th e  r ig o u rs  o f the  A r c t ic ,

D e sp ite  re p o r ts  o f  indolence by various w r i te r s  i t  seems th a t  the  

O rcad ians in  th e  em ploym ent o f the  Company proved d ilig e n t and 

re s o u rc e fu l. F o rm in g  th re e -q u a r te rs  o f the  employees in  Canada by 

th e  end o f th e  e igh teen th  ce n tu ry  th e y  w ere responsib le  f o r  the  

in tro d u c tio n  o f a g r ic u ltu re  in  the  re m o te r  a reas , qu ick ly  became sk illed  

in  t ra v e l by canoe and had, in  many cases, rece ived s u f f ic ie n t  education 

to  a llow  them  to  run  tra d in g  posts . Thus in  the  years 1796-97 the  

Company had 506 employees in  R u p e rt's  land, s ta tio n e d  a t  pos ts  o r  

o u tp o s ts  in  A lbany, Moose, E a s tm a in , Y o rk , Severn and C h u rch ill 

d is t r ic t s ,  and, o f the  376 O rcad ians, 48 came f ro m  S trom ness.

In  s p ite  o f com p la in ts  in  O rkney f ro m  the  low  wages and the  fa c t  

th a t  th e re  was a cons tan t d ra in  on the  popu la tion  because o f the  number 

o f  m en engaged, the  Company increased i t s  labour fo rc e  to  such an 

e x te n t th a t  i t  could n o t re ly  on the  casual con tac ts  o f sh ipm a s te rs  b u t 

needed to  appo in t an agent in  S trom ness. Thus in  1791 David Geddes was 

g iven th e  ta s k  o f re c ru it in g  su itab le  labou r, advancing wages and m ee ting  

b i l l s ,  w h ich , invo lv ing  the  m an ip u la tion  o f £2-3000,,was a considerable 

re s p o n s ib ility .  George Geddes succeeded his fa th e r  in  the  po s t in  1811 

b u t th e  w a rs  in  Europe having allowed the  press-gang to  rem ove, f o r  

m i l i t a r y  and naval d u ty , w o rke rs  who could have been employed by the  

Company, to g e th e r w ith  the  em ploym ent o f lo ca l men in  th e  ra p id ly  

developing inshore h e rr in g  f is h e r ie s ,  m eant th a t  th e  Company's 

re q u ire m e n ts  could n o t be s a t is f ie d . Thus during  the  n in e te e n th  ce n tu ry  

th e  lin k s  w ith  O rkney were weakened a lthough fo u r  agents succeeded 

Geddes; John Rae 1819-1834, Edward C louston to  1867, John S tanger to  

1878 and, la s t ly ,  James Spence. In  s p ite  o f the  continued need to  ob ta in  

p ro v is io n s , and w a te r  f ro m  Log in 's  w e ll,  re c ru itm e n t was f ro m  Scotland -  

S trom ness a c tin g  as the  ga the ring  ground f o r  w o rke rs  -  ra th e r  than  

p r im a r i ly  f r o m  Orkney and the  m e rg e r o f th e  Company in  1821 w ith  i t s  

Canadian r iv a l ,  the  N o rth W e s t Company, encouraged th e  adoption o f 

the  p o lic y  o f Canadian re c ru itm e n t favoured  by i t s  p a rtn e r.



W ars in  the  south g iv ing  r is e  to  the  use o£ O rcadian w a te rs

a lso  in fluence d  ano the r lu c ra t iv e  e n te rp r is e  -  th e  R ice Trade. Between

O c to b e r 1757 and O ctober 1760 the  Old S ta t is t ic a l A ccoun t reco rds  th a t

a t o t a l  o f  19 vesse ls c a rr ie d  44, 454 c w t -  3 q t. -  91b o f r ic e  f ro m

A m e ric a . The f u l l  du ty  payable on such a com m od ity  was £14,182-8-6%d

b u t th is  was reduced to  £1419-15-2%d due to  the  re -e x p o r t  o f the  cargo

to  Holland. Thus in  1775 Fea explains th a t

'...som e  years ago, a la rge  W harf and Warehouse was fin ish e d

by M essrs. J.G .....ns (Gordons o f C a irs to n ) a t  a g re a t expense

f o r  rece iv ing  and unlading ships f ro m  A m e rica  w ith  R ice ....

The owners o f the  Warehouse a lso rece ived  c e r t i f ic a te s

f ro m  the  m a s te rs  o f the  V esse ls , o f the  quickness o f th e ir

d ispa tch  f ro m  th is  P o r t ,  in  o rd e r to  convince s tra n g e rs  o f
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i t s  being th e  m o s t e lig ib le  s itu a t io n  f o r  th a t  trade*.

K irk w a ll,  jea lous o f the  con tac ts  fo rg e d  by the  s m a lle r  s e tt le m e n t in  

th e  w e s t,  a tte m p te d  to  e x e r t i t s  a d m in is tra tiv e  powers to  rem ove the 

r ic e  tra d e  to  i t s  own harbour. In  the  ensuing argum ents th e  d ism asted 

vesse l th a t  la y  in  S trom ness harbour and had been used f o r  weighing the  

cargo p r io r  to  the  e re c tio n  o f the  warehouse and w h a rf was rem oved to  

K irk w a ll and rum ours  w ere spread by m erchan ts  in  the  c a p ita l as to  the  

inadequacy o f Strom ness harbour f o r  such tra d e . The a t te m p t fa ile d  as 

th e  e n te rp r is e  o f th e  Gordons o u tw itte d  the  r iv a ls  in  K irk w a ll.  However, 

S trom ness i t s e l f  fa ile d  to  re ta in  the  tra d e  a s , w ith  the  end o f the  

Napoleonic W a rs , the  A m erican  ships p re fe rre d  to  s a il d ire c t ly  to  the  

Is le  o f  W ig h t where in fo rm a tio n  regard ing  c u rre n t m a rk e t p r ic e  could 

be rece ived  within48 hours f ro m  agents in  London -  a considerable saving 

o f  t im e  when compared to  S trom ness.

T rade associa ted  w ith  the  w haling in d u s try  a lso s u ffe re d  

s ig n if ic a n t  booms and slumps. D uring  the  re v iv a l o f B r i t is h  w haling 

in  th e  1760's vessels f ro m  N ew castle , W h itb y  and H u ll ca lled  a t  O rkney, 

t o  r e c r u i t  m en, in  M arch and A p r i l  each year on ro u te  f o r  the  A r c t ic .  

A p a r t  f r o m  S trom ness harbour the  ships used lo.nghope and W idew all 

B a y s , p a r t ic u la r ly  a f te r  im provem ents  in  the  nav iga tio na l aids o f the  

P en tland  F ir th .  A lthough  genera lly  between tw e n ty  and tw e n ty - f iv e  

m en w ith  s k i l l  in  handling sm a ll boa ts  would be needed the  numbers



100

f lu c tu a te d  g re a t ly  and the  W haling Companies, lik e  Hudson’s Bay 

Company, used lo c a l agents to  f a c i l i t a te  re c ru itm e n t.  Thus M rs . 

C h r is t ia n  R obertson  continued, a f te r  the  death o f he r husband in  1811, 

to  ru n  one o f th e  b igges t businesses, a c tin g  f o r  severa l Hull whaling 

houses. In  1816, tw e n ty - f iv e  ou t o f a t o ta l  o f t h i r t y - f o u r  whaling 

ships o r ig in a te d  in  H u ll and in  the  census o f  1821 ove r f i f t y  S trom ness 

m en are recorded  as having the  occupation 'S a ilo r -S tra its '.  A lthough  a t 

i t s  peak some 700 men le f t  S trom ness pe r annum f o r  the  s h o r t season 

in  D avis S t ra it ,o v e r f  ish ing  led to  a decline in  the  in d u s try  during  the  

n in e te e n th  ce n tu ry  and a lte rn a tiv e  m ethods o f em ploym ent availab le 

to  O rcadians du ring  the  same period decreased the  im po rtance  o f 

S trom ness as a p o r t  o f ca ll. By 1841 the  w haling in d u s try  was in  decline.

In  1805 B a rk is  able to  com m ent o f  S trom ness th a t  the  

’. .. in h a b ita n ts  are tradesm en, shopkeepers, s a ilo rs ,  

s h ip m a s te rs , p ilo ts  and sm a ll p ro p r ie to rs  o f la n d s , 

who are in  general an in d u s trio u s  and e n te rp r is in g  

people, and in  p o in t o f co m fo rta b le  liv in g ,  so c ia l s p i r i t ,  

and h o s p ita lity  to  s tra n g e rs , are n o t in fe r io r  to  those
24

o f th e  same rank , in  any s im ila r  s itu a t io n  th ro u g h  S co tla n d / 

The in c rea s ing  d iv e rs ity  o f em ploym ent w ith  o p p o rtu n it ie s  f o r  gaining 

advancem ent and w e a lth  in  tra v e ls  to  A m e rica  a t t ra c te d  a la rge  number 

o f  s e t t le r s  in to  the  town. Pococke v is it in g  S trom ness in  1760 notes 

th a t  th e re  w ere  over 200 fa m ilie s  crowded in to  dw ellings a t  the  shore - 

s id e , w h ile  Fea , 15 years la te r ,  m entions 600 in h a b ita n ts . A lthough  

these  f ig u re s  cannot be proved they  do serve to  denote a m arked upward 

tre n d  in  the  popu la tion  to ta l  and by 1790 th is  had a tta in e d  1344. However, 

th ro u g h o u t the  ce n tu ry  th a t  fo llow e d  the  im balance o f  the  popu la tion  

betw een m ale and fem a le  com ponents, f i r s t  noted in  the  Old S ta t is t ic a l 

A c c o u n t, was to  have a s ig n if ic a n t e f fe c t  on th e  econom ic s tru c tu re  o f 

S trom ness. The to ta l  a t  the  end o f the  e igh teen th  ce n tu ry  o f 493 m ales 

and 851 fem a les  -  a r a t io  between m ale and fe m a le  o f 12:21 -  was due 

undoubtedly to  the  absence o f men in  the  Greenland f is h e ry ,  th e  Hudson's 

Bay Company and H is M a je s ty 's  Navy, and in  the  fo llo w in g  ce n tu ry  the  

h e rr in g  f is h in g  i t s e l f  was to  encourage the  c o n tin u a tio n  o f th is  tren d .

The la rg e  num ber o f fem a les  as has been m entioned found em ploym ent



lo i

in  d o m e s tic  in d u s tr ie s  o f va rious types and the  lin e n , s tock ing s ,

bon ne ts , e tc . th a t  w ere produced found m a rk e ts  th ro u g h o u t B r ita in .

The h igh p ro p o rt io n  o f widows in  the  com m un ity  is  a lso seen as a d ire c t

r e s u lt  o f  th e  s e a -fa r in g  occupations o f the  men* Thus Geddes re la te s  a

'. . . lo s s  th a t  happened to  th is  s m a ll place th is  w in te r

f r o m  a sloop th a t  w ent ou t to  k i l l  seals on an Is land

t e n  le a g u e s  t o  th e  w e s tw a rd  o f  t h i s , a g a le  o f  w in d

drove them  to  the  Is les  o f N o rth  F e r ro  where th e y

a l l  perished b u t th re e  young lads; th e y  w ere  about

tw e n ty  drowndedwho have l e f t  a num ber o f help less

widows and young ch ild ren  a lm o s t d is t i tu te  and the
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g r e a te s t  p a r t  o f  th e m  w i t h in  c a l l  o f  m y  D o o r '.

The increase in  popu la tion  had in e v ita b ly  been accompanied by 

considerab le  bu ild ing  developm ent w ith in  the  tow n  (P la te  22). The 

e n tr ie s  in  th e  Seisins m u lt ip ly  and because o f the  re s t r ic t io n s  o f the  

s ite  a phase o f in ten s ive  bu ild ing  on la rge  quoys, se ised along the  shore 

b e fo re  1700, commences. Thus the  o r ig in a l s itu a t io n  whereby a house 

w ould  be e re c te d  on an extensive quoy w h ich enabled th e  re te n t io n ,  i f  

necessary , o f  a cow 's g rass , a k a il-y a rd , dungh ill and pea t b raes , was 

rep laced  by close and haphazard developm ent. F o rm e r pea t braes and 

k a i l  ya rds  provided new bu ild ing  s ite s  and when new s tru c tu re s  w ere ren ted  

a va luab le  income was fo rth c o m in g  f o r  the  o r ig in a l owner o f th e  p ro p e rty . 

Specu la tive  bu ild ing  was neg lig ib le  b u t m erchan ts  could o f te n  gain 

im p o r ta n t  p ro p e rt ie s  w ith in  the  tow n  by buying s ite s  when the  p rice  was 

lo w  and se llin g  them  a t  a la te r  date. David Geddes, com m enting  on the  

ra p id ly  r is in g  co s t o f land, s ta te s  th a t  h is  g ra n d fa th e r , ano the r David 

Geddes, had fo re seen  th is  and had picked up about a th ir d  o f  th e  m o s t 

va luab le  spo ts  along the  shore during his l i fe t im e  as such a fa m ily  

in v e s tm e n t. O th e r m e rch a n ts , ty p if ie d  by the  Johnstons, managed to  

acqu ire  p ro p e rty  as paym ent f o r  debts thus c o n tro llin g  m uch o f the  

w e a lth  o f the  s e tt le m e n t a t  th a t  t im e . In  a re n t  book o f th e  Johnston 

E s ta te  betw een 1749 and 1800 th e re  are tw o  e n tr ie s  f o r  p ro p e rty  w ith in  

th e  tow n. By 1761 Joshua Johnston had possession o f M o w a t's  and 

C h a lm e r's  quoys tow ards the  cen tre  o f the  shore line  and L o u t t i t 's  and 

M ar w ic k 's  Quoys farther n o rth . The re n ta ls  f o r  dwellings v a ry  and



r e f le c t  b o th  the  s ize  o f  the  bu ild ing  and o f te n  th e  subd iv is ion o f 

p ro p e r ty  betw een seve ra l households. Thus on M o w a t’s Quoy John 

Johnston ’s dw e lling  house and o f f ic e s  gave a r e n t  o f  £3 s te r l in g  w hile  

Joshua Johnston, George Geddes, A lex  M cKay and John Spence paid 

£2.1.8d f o r  houses on C h a lm e r’s and L o u t t i t 's  Quoys. O th e r in hab ita n ts  

o f  p a r t  o f  a dw elling  could pay as l i t t l e  as 5s .l0d . The re n ta l no tes , 

th e re fo re ,  th a t  in  1761 M o w a t’s Q uoy,conta in ing e ig h t heads o f  

households, paid £5.17.6d; C h a lm e r’s Quoy w ith  e ig h t households paid 

£9.10.0d; L o u t t i t ’s Quoy (s ix  households) was valued a t  £6.3.4d. and 

W illia m  W y lie  leased M a rw ic k 's  Quoy f o r  a r e n t  o f  £0.16.1%d.

The re n ta l fo llo w in g  in  1774 f o r  th re e  o f  th e  fo u r  quoys -  

L o u t t i t 's  Quoy being o m it te d  -  shows m ore  c le a r ly  th e  com plex household 

a rra ngem en ts  th a t  could a rise . W hile the  re n ta ls  f o r  th e  th re e  quoys 

change on ly  s l ig h t ly  during  the  th ir te e n  years th e  num ber o f  occupiers 

r is e s  m a rke d ly . M o w a t’s Quoy re n ta l l is ts  eleven household heads, w h ile  

t h a t  f o r  C h a lm e r’s Quoy to  the  n o r th  has r ise n  to  th ir te e n .  Thus in  one 

o f  th e  houses belonging to  C h a lm e r’s Quoy -  th a t  o f  th e  la te  Adam o r  

James Is b is te r  -  M a rg a re t M atches paid £6 Scots f o r  the  upper house, 

George Sabiston s a ilo r ,  £6 Scots f o r  the  k itc h e n , E ls p e t W ilson , £6 fo r  

th e  la ig h  (low er) room  and Adam B ru ce , s a ilo r ,  £3.12 Scots f o r  th e  l i t t l e  

fo re house  o f  the  same bu ild ing . S im ila r ly  in  M ow a t's  Quoy one s tru c tu re  

had a f is h e rm a n  in  the  upper house, a weaver in  th e  c e lla r  and a s a ilo r  

re n t in g  th e  b y re : the  money paid being p ro p o rt io n a l to  the  value to  the  

p a r t  o f  the  bu ild ing  ren ted .

B y  1795 in f la t io n  o f  p ro p e r ty  values was s ig n if ic a n t  and in  a l i s t  

o f  a r t ic le s  o f  R o u p ^  by John Johnston, m e rch an t in  S trom ness , published 

on 8 th  January o f  th a t  year the  fo llo w in g  e n tr ie s  appear:

House possessed by Wm. Rendall cooper w ith  k a ilya rd  :

M r. D avid  Geddes £ 8 4 s tg .

Ho. & pea t braeposs? by  John K n a rs ton  : Wm. H a lcro

o f  Bea £130 s tg .

Ho. possd. W m. Is b is te r ,  s a ilo r : Da. Geddes £100 s tg .

Ho. ka ilyd . 8c by re  possd. by R o b t. M a tches , ta i lo r ;

H a rry  Cruikshanks £42 s tg .

W aste grd. 45’ along St. x 27' tow ards old p ie r  :
, 27

Geo. S m ith  £50 s tg .
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B y th e  tu r n  o f th e  c e n tu ry  f i f t y - n in e  p ro p r ie to rs ,  m any o f whom such 

as th e  Johnstons' and Geddes' w ere considerable landowners in  bo th  tow n 

and p a r is h , w ere  in  possession o f 222 inhab ited  houses w h ich were ren ted  

f o r  a t o ta l  o f  £561.0.Od. A t  th a t  t im e  the  re n ta l f o r  Gordon's w a re ­

house and w h a rf was £15.

The unique towns cape o f S trom ness was to  emerge during  th is  

pe riod . The problem s o f the  s teep ly  sloping s ite  have been explained 

b u t  th e  ex tens ion  o f tra d e  in  th e  harbour m eant th a t  bu ild ing  

deve lopm ent a llow ing  m axim um  access to  the  shore became a m a t te r  o f 

urgency. The o r ig in a l seisins extended, as F ig . 26 shows, f r o m  the  

shore upwards to  the  h i l l .  The quoys them se lves w ere  o fte n  la rge  and 

th e  o r ig in a l dw ellings were e rec ted  ad jacent to  and genera lly  fa c in g  the  

ha rbour. The rap id  im m ig ra tio n  on to p  o f the  n a tu ra l popu la tion  

inc rease  and the  fo rm a t io n  o f an economic s t ru c tu re  heav ily  dependent 

on tra d e  encouraged in tens ive  sho re -line  developm ent.

W h ile  lo ca l sources o f t im b e r  w ere lack ing  bu ild ing  stone was 

re a d ily  ava ilab le  in  the  neighbourhood and t u r f s  as w e ll as s la te  could 

be used f o r  ro o fin g . The n a tu ra l cleavage w ith in  th e  fla g s to n e s  allowed 

masons to  c u t rough blocks f o r  bu ild ing  w hich could be eas ily  f i t t e d  

to g e th e r  in to  a w a ll w ith o u t the  need f o r  m o r ta r .  The a v a ila b il ity  o f 

lo c a l bu ild ing  m a te r ia l a lso p e rm it te d  the  ex tens ion  o f th e  shore line  

and i t  was in  the  e igh teen th  and n ine teen th  ce n tu rie s  th a t  the  ind iv idua l 

w h a rfs  and p ie rs  were e rected  along the  whole le ng th  o f the  shore 

(P la te  23). Separated by slipways and boa t nousts these w h a rfs  provided 

th e  founda tions  f o r  bu ild ings e rec ted  gable end on to  the  harbour as 

m en tioned  p rev ious ly . The stone houses them se lves w ere  thus e rec ted  

p a r t ly  on the  w h a rf and p a r t ly  on the  n a tu ra l slope o f th e  land and, due 

to  th e  change in  le v e l, had o fte n  tw o  s to re y s  fa c in g  the  s t r e e t  w ith  

th re e  on th e  seaward side. To f a c i l i t a te  access to  the  shore f o r  people 

fo rc e d  to  bu ild  f a r th e r  upslope th e re  w ere  na rrow  lanes and closes, 

paved and stepped, running between the  houses and s k ir t in g  the  rem a in ing  

p e a t b raes and ka ilya rds . Hugh M il le r  in  1847 describes S trom ness as
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'. . .a  long na rrow  ir re g u la r  s t r ip  o f a to w n , nea rly  a m ile  

long , and f a i r ly  th ru s t  by a steep h i l l  in to  th e  sea, on 

w h ich  i t  encroaches in  a broken lin e  o f w h a rf -  lik e  

b u lw a rks , w here , a t  high w a te r ,  vesse ls o f a hundred

tons  burden f lo a t  so im m e d ia te ly  beside the  houses th a t
. 28 

t h e ir  pennants on gala days wave over th e  chim ney p o ts '

(P la te  24)

In  m any cases bu ild ings e rec ted  fa c in g  th e  shore on the  o rig in a l 

quoys w e re  found to  occupy to o  much space when p ressu re  on land became 

c r i t ic a l .  Thus a good deal o f  d e m o litio n  and re bu ild ing  also occurred  

a lthough  on a much s m a lle r scale than  th a t  c a rr ie d  o u t in  K irk w a ll.  The 

deve lopm ent on C ha lm er's  Quoy, f o r  in s tance , is  e xe m p lifie d  in  th re e  

plans executed f o r  Joshua Johnston in  1765 and 1792 re s p e c tiv e ly  

(F igs . 28 and 29). The o lder dwellings such as David S u the rland 's  house 

(probably th a t  e rec ted  by A lex. C halm er soon a f te r  1624) faced  the  

ha rbou r and thus occupied much space along the  shore. D u ring  th e  e a rly  

p a r t  o f  th e  n ine teen th  ce n tu ry , how ever, th is  bu ild ing  was demolished 

and rep laced  by fo u r  la rge  and tw o  s m a lle r dw ellings b u i l t  w ith  th e ir  

gables to  th e  s t re e t  on the  wedge -shaped s ite  ad jacent to  Duncan's burn.

T h is  tre n d  a llow ing  m axim um  developm ent o f a p a r t ic u la r  s ite  is  

c h a ra c te r is t ic  and is  seen on the  1792 plans to  have a lready been adopted. 

F u r th e r  in f i l l in g  o fte n  o f ir re g u la r ly  shaped s ite s  re s u lte d  in  the  unusual 

a rra n g e m e n t o f  neighbouring build ings and the  m eanderings o f pub lic 

r ig h ts  o f  way between the  dwellings (P la te  25)„ Demands on land led to  

f u r t h e r  in f i l l in g  and on C ha lm er's  Quoy, f o r  in s ta n ce , th e  num ber o f 

houses in c rea sed  by 27 to  a t o ta l  o f  51 between 1790 and 1880.

Such was the  ir r e g u la r ity  o f  developm ent caused by economic 

expansion th a t  by th e  year 1808 a v is i to r  to  the  tow n  was able to  com m ent 

t h a t

'. ..w h ile  much labour has been bestowed to  rende r the  tow n

easy o f access to  sea, they  seem n o t have though t access
29

fro m  the  land o f any im p o rta n c e .'

A lth o u g h  in  a 1711 se is in  the  m ain  s t r e e t  p a ra lle llin g  th e  shore is  te rm e d
30th e  'Queen's highway' i t  continued to  be l i t t l e  m ore  than  a narrow  

m uddy lane f o r  m any decades ana even in  1822 P e te rk in  s ta te s  th a t
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'. • . th e  range o f c lu s te re d  bu ild ing  extends along the  

side o f the  ha rbou r, and is  connected to g e th e r by 

a na rrow  lane , never exceeding 12 fe e t  in  w id th , 

and som etim es so narrow  as fo u r  o r  f iv e .  I t  

runs in  a z ig -zag  d ire c t io n , is  ill-p a v e d  w ith
o*[

f la g s to n e s  o f unequal s izes , and is  usua lly  v e ry  f i l t h y . '

The inadequacy o f land com m unications emphasised the  re m o te ­

ness o f  th e  tow n  f ro m  the  re s t  o f  Orkney and p a r t ic u la r ly  K irk w a ll.  

A f t e r  th e  a b o lit io n  o f cess and the  free dom  f ro m  c o n tro l by th e  Royal 

Burgh in  tra d in g  m a tte rs  developm ent continued unhampered and David 

Geddes re p o r ts  th a t

’...w e  are a l l w e ll in  th is  rem o te  poor hapy (s ic) C o u n try  n e ith e r 
r

Go.v Judge Law ye r o r any rank  above a poor M in is te r  to

d is tu rb  u s , no t so much as a Justice  o f Peace nea re r than

12 m ile s ;  indeed the  Customhouse fo lk s  som e tim es take

our good d rink ; b u t y e t we are reso lved never to  pay any
32

D u tie s  le t  the  A c ts  o f P a r l im t.  be w h a t th e y  w i l l '

Some 29 years  la te r ,  however, fu r th e r  s teps w ere  taken  to  im prove 

th e  s ta tu s  o f  the  tow n and on 18th  F e b ru a ry , 1817, a p e t it io n  f o r  i t s  

c re a tio n  in to  a burgh o f barony was g ran ted  desp ite  considerable 

oppo s it io n  f ro m  K irk w a ll.  A lexander P e te rk in , the  S h e r if f -S u b s t itu te ,  

p res ided  ove r a m ee ting  o f v o te rs  in  St. P e te r 's  Church in  A p r i l  1817 

du ring  w h ich  30 h e r ito rs  and 7 tenan ts  e lec ted  tw o  B a ilie s  and nine 

C o u n c illo rs  (9 m erchan ts  and 2 m in is te rs )  o u t o f  th e ir  num ber. The 

m e e tin g  a lso appointed Edward C louston as f i r s t  tow n  c le rk  o f  the  burgh. 

The C h a rte r  enabled the  burgh to  a t t r a c t  f u r th e r  tra d e  by hold ing 

re g u la r  m a rk e ts  and an annual f a i r  in  Septem ber. The money obtained 

f r o m  such a c t iv i t ie s  was to  be us ed f o r  the  m aintenance o f law  and 

o rd e r and im provem en t o f the  harbour. I t  was m any years  b e fo re  such 

changes could be e ffe c te d , however, due to  the  debts in c u rre d  by lega l 

expenses o f th e  p e tit io n . The Council i t s e l f  was fo rc e d  to  use the  

o f f ic e s  o r houses o f i t s  m em bers f o r  a considerable t im e . The Town 

C ouncil was soon to  use i t s  power f o r  c o n tro l o f  law and o rd e r and in  

a m e e tin g  held on 9 th  June, 1817, i t  was decided to  e n ro ll a l l 

'. ..re s p e c ta b le  c it iz e n s ' as a police fo rc e  'ag a in s t . . . th e  outrageous



and tu rb u le n t  proceedings o£ seamen and o th e rs  who fre q u e n t th e  
33

h a rb o u r'. O ffe n d e rs , t r ie d  b e fo re  the  B a ilie s  in  the  Burgh  C o u rts , 

w ere  u s u a lly  f in e d  as no ja i l  ex is ted  in  th e  burgh f o r  th e ir  de ten tion .

W ith  th e  adoption o f the  P o lice  A c t  in  1857 S trom ness was able to  le vy  

a r a te  on householders. Thus money was soon ava ilab le  f o r  the  

im p ro v e m e n t to  the  in s a n ita ry  cond ition  o f the  s t r e e t  and th e  p rov is ion  

o f  s t r e e t  l ig h t in g . In  due course com m unica tions w ith in  O rkney were 

im proved  and, p r io r  to  the  a cq u is itio n  o f  a m a il c o n tra c t f o r  a d ire c t  

S tro m n e s s -S c ra b s te r run  using a s m a ll lo c a lly -b u il t  sh ip , th e  'Royal 

M a i l ',  a p o s t-g ig  tra v e lle d , when cond itions were s u ita b le , to  K irk w a ll.

W ith  the  independence gained by the  ro y a l c h a r te r  and the

in tro d u c tio n  o f  th e  h e rr in g  fis h in g  in to  the  economic s t ru c tu re  o f the

burgh th e  people o f  S trom ness became 'among the  m o s t s p ir i te d  
34

a d v e n tu re rs '.  Only fo u r  years la te r  S trom ness obta ined i t s  m axim um  

p o p u la tio n  o f  2236 in h a b ita n ts  (940 m a les, 1296 fem a les ) occupying 385 

houses. The s e tt le m e n t continued to  f lo u r is h  b u t in  th e  n ine teen th  

c e n tu ry  i t  was lo ca l em ploym ent o f  men in  the  f is h e r ie s  and women in  

th e  s tra w  p la it in g  in d u s try  th a t  was o f  g re a te s t economic im po rtance .

A lthough  as e a rly  as 1577 i t  had been recorded th a t

'. . . .  They take  g rea t q u a n titie s  o f  f is h e , which th e y
• 35

d r ie  in  th e  wmde and sunne'

in d u s try  rem a ined f o r  the  n ex t tw o  ce n tu rie s  in  a v e ry  re s t r ic te d  fro m .

U ndoubted ly th e  poor people o f  the  pa rish  had long been accustom ed to

hooking s illo c k s  in  the  harbour and using them  to  supplem ent th e ir  m eagre

d ie t ,  the  surp lus being sold f o r  4d. an anker. The Old S ta t is t ic a l A ccoun t,

how ever, l is t s  on ly tw o  sloops fis h in g  f o r  h e rr in g  and i t  was n o t u n t i l

1819 th a t  an upsurge o f in te re s t  was to  occur and f is h in g  became a m ore

s ig n if ic a n t  p a r t  o f  the  economy. In th a t  yea r S trom ness m erchan ts

c re a te d  a m a rk e tin g  o rgan isa tion  -  the  S trom ness H e rr in g  F ish ing

Company -  w h ich, w hile  dissolved only some fo u r  years la te r  due to  b ig

lo sse s , was to  s e t th e  p a t te rn  f o r  the  fu tu re .  D u ring  th e  decade th a t

fo llo w e d  the  company's collapse the  lo c a l boa ts  re v e r te d  to  the

t ra d it io n a lly  p ro f ita b le  lo b s te r  and w h ite  f is h .  In  th e  1830's, however,

th e  h e rr in g  in d u s try  rev ived  and between 20 and 40 S trom ness boa ts

jo ined  th e  la rg e r  f le e ts  fro m  N o rth -e a s t Scotland e a r ly  each sum m er.
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R e s u lts  w ere  va riab le  due to  the  e r ra t ic  m ovem ents o f the  h e rr in g  

and th ro u g h o u t the  rem a inder o f the  ce n tu ry  th e  p a t te rn  o f boom and 

s lum p was to  continue. Thus w h ile  an average o f  3-400 vesse ls crowded 

th e  ha rbo u r during  the  season th is  number could r is e  as high as 800 when 

shoals w e re  la rg e , the  boats being packed so close to g e th e r  th a t  i t  was 

poss ib le  to  w a lk  f ro m  the  tow n to  the holms across th e ir  decks (P la te  26).

The increased landings b rought n o rth  cu re rs  f ro m  th e  eas t coast o f 

Sco tland f o r  the  s ix  o r e ig h t week season and g u tt in g  and cu ring  s ta tio n s  

w ere  s e t up on the  P o in t o f Ness, on the  ho lm s  (P la te  27), a t  th e  bay 

head and a t  p ra c t ic a lly  every p ie r  along the  harbour f r o n t .  The d ra m a tic  

r is e  in  popu la tion , w ith  4-5000 e x tra  in h a b ita n ts , had a considerable 

e f fe c t  on the  town. W hile  the  men lived  on th e ir  b o a ts , the  women who 

w e re  employed as g u t te rs  and packers, to g e th e r w ith  th e  coopers m aking 

b a r re ls  in  w h ich the  h e rr in g  were tra n s p o rte d  (P la te  28), live d  e ith e r  in  

lodg ings in  S trom ness o r in  la rge  wooden hu ts  e rec ted  a t  the  m ore  open 

areas to  the  n o r th  o r south o f the  tow n , ad jacent to  th e  cu ring  grounds.

To se rv ice  the  needs o f these te m p o ra ry  im m ig ra n ts  m any o f the  

in h a b ita n ts  became employed as lodging-house keepers o r  as m e rc h a n ts , 

punching a door in  the  s t re e t  gable o f th e ir  house and conve rtin g  the  

p a r lo u r  in to  a shop.

The upsurge in  the  f is h in g  and the  need f o r  the  re p a ir  o f b o a ts , 

o f te n  damaged in  s to rm s  during the  season, encouraged a fu r th e r  

deve lopm ent in  ship build ing. The Old S ta t is t ic a l A ccoun t notes th a t  

se ve ra l s m a ll boats had been b u i lt  in  the  tow n and in  1806 th e  b r ig  ’L o rd  

C o llingw ood ’ , 137 to n s , was co n s tru c te d  f o r  David Geddes and fo u r  

p a r tn e rs .  In  the  census o f 1821 th e re  appear a t o ta l  o f  22 c a rp e n te rs ,

16 b oa t b u ild e rs , and 12 apprentices w o rk ing  in  a t  le a s t fo u r  yards. In  

th e  yea rs  1836-9 t h i r t y  vessels were repa ire d  a t  Stanger's ya rd  a t  Ness, 

th e n  th e  la rg e s t in  the  tow n , b u t i t  was n o t long be fo re  o rde rs  f o r  ships 

w e re  com ing f ro m  as f a r  a fie ld  as L ive rp oo l. By 1840 tw e n ty —th re e  

vesse ls  a re  recorded as belonging to  the  tow n  and i t  is  l ik e ly  th a t  these -  

2 b r ig s ,  18 schooners and 3 sloops -  w ere a ll lo c a lly  b u i lt .  D uring  the  

m id -n in e te e n th  cen tu ry  Stanger b u i lt  ships sp e cu la tive ly , a c tin g  as a 

shipowning m erchan t u n t i l  a purchaser could be found. George and P e te r 

Copland w ere  also bu ild ing  ships w ith in  the  tow n  and in  1879 received a

ii



tw e n ty -o n e  year lease f ro m  the  Board o f T rade f o r  land on the  

fo re s h o re  o f S trom ness harbour opposite the  Ness o f G arson, the  old 

s ite  o f  H am iger. The Board reserved  the  r ig h t  to  rem ove ’a l l bu ild ing 

w o rks  o r  e re c tio n s  w h ich may have become d ilap ida ted  o r abandoned’^  

a t  the  end o f th e  lease and the  fo llo w in g  year the  Coplands w ere able to  

enclose th e ir  p a te n t s l ip  w ith  a w a ll and gates. In  1882 S tanger’ s son 

re tu rn e d  to  S trom ness and reopened Ness Y a rd , which had been closed 

on h is fa th e r 's  dea th , although f lu c tu a t io n s  in  tra d e  had, by th is  t im e , 

reduced th e  o rde rs  f o r  new vessels. Th is  decline is  also seen c le a rly  in  

th e  census data. In  the  m idd le  o f the  c e n tu ry  th e re  w ere  51 jo in e rs , and 

25 sh ip ca rp e n te rs  res id ing  in  the  tow n b u t by 1891 the  num bers had 

decreased to  26 and 13 respec tive ly .

O ccupation s tru c tu re  (F ig.30) as i l lu s t r a te d  in  the  e n u m e ra to rs ' 

books emphasises the  f lu c tu a t in g  fo r tu n e s  and occupations o f the  

in h a b ita n ts  o f  S trom ness. The t ra d it io n a l lin ks  w ith  A m e rica  having 

been b roken  in  the  e a rly  years o f the  n ine teen th  c e n tu ry , em ploym ent was 

found  in  a num ber o f home-based in d u s trie s . Thus in  1851 th e re  appear 

79 seamen around the  shore o f Hamna Voe and w h ile  in  the  succeeding 

f o r t y  yea rs  th is  t o ta l  was halved the  num ber o f lo ca l f is h e rm e n  increas ed 

s lig h t ly  -  f ro m  tw en ty -one  to  th ir ty - th re e .  C o n ta c t w ith  the  sea-going 

t ra d it io n s  o f  the  popula tion was also m a in ta ined  th rough  the  sh ip -bu ild ing  

in d u s try  w h ile , in  1851, c o n tro l o f  tra d e  was exerc ised by 7 p i lo ts ,  3 

t id e w a ite rs ,  2 shipping agents, 2 coastguards and 3 custom s o f f ic ia ls .

The e a r ly  tradesm en -  shoem akers, ta i lo r s ,  s m ith s , masons -  th a t  

s e t t le d  in  the  em ergent v illage  during the  seventeenth c e n tu ry  are w e ll 

re p re se n te d  200 years la te r  a lthough th e ir  num bers f lu c tu a te .  D u ring  

th e  la t t e r  p a r t  o f the  cen tu ry  i t  was the  annual in f lu x  o f la rge  num bers 

o f  people associa ted w ith  the f is h in g  th a t  had th e  m o s t d ra m a tic  e f fe c t  

on th e  econom ic s tru c tu re . The need f o r  accom m odation and p rov is ions 

a f fe c te d  bo th  the  es tab lishm en t o f  lodging houses and inns and the  

increase  in  r e ta i l  p rem ises w ith in  the  burgh boundary. The num ber o f 

b a ke rs , g roce rs  and drapers increased d ra m a tic a lly  w h ile  o th e r serv ices 

such as those o f a ch e m is t, banker and accountant w ere  in troduced.

The im balance o f the  popula tion between m ale and fe m a le  continued 

th ro u g h o u t the  n ine teen th  cen tu ry ; th e re  being 773 m ales to  1265



fe m a le s  in  1851 and 661 m ales to  972 fem a les  f o r t y  years la te r .

Absence o f  m e n fo lk  w ith  the  f is h in g  f le e ts  o r  due to  loss o f l i f e  a t  sea 

m e a n t th a t  th e  women in  the  com m un ity  w ere o f te n  fo rc e d  to  become 

econom ica lly  s e lf - s u f f ic ie n t .  The t ra d it io n a l dom estic  occupations o f 

sp inn ing , k n i t t in g ,  d ress-m aking  and m ill in e ry  thus became im p o r ta n t, 

the  goods produced serv ing  bo th  the  lo ca l and e x p o rt m a rk e t. In  

a d d it io n , as during  the  w a r years o f the  e a r ly  n ine te e n th  ce n tu ry  the  

sources o f fo re ig n  s tra w  were rem oved, ha tm akers  w ere  fo rc e d  to  

depend on the  B r i t is h  p roduct. Large num bers o f women w ere needed 

to  s p l i t  and p la i t  the  s tra w  ready f o r  the  bonnet m akers and in  1821 

seven s t ra w -p la i t  m a n u fa c tu re rs  employed tw o  men and 196 women 

and g ir ls  f o r  th is  purpose. By 1851 the numbers had decreased to  5 

m a n u fa c tu re rs  and 66 women employees and the  advent o f  peace 

accom panied by the  red iscove ry  o f  b r ig h te r  co n tin e n ta l rye  s tra w  k ille d  

th e  in d u s try  s h o r t ly  a fte rw a rd s .

A n a lys is  o f the  household s tru c tu re  (F ig . 31) during  the  n ine teen th  

c e n tu ry  f u r th e r  emphasises the  im balance o f  the  popu la tion : in  1851 

th e re  was a to ta l  o f  577 ind iv idua l households in  S trom ness o f which 40% 

had an u n m a rrie d  o r widowed woman a t  i t s  head. 40 years la te r  w ith  

497 households th is  t o ta l  had changed only s lig h t ly  b u t th e re  w ere  fe w e r 

w idow s poss ib ly  due to  the  increased use o f s a fe ty  m e a s u re s  a t  sea. 

C e r ta in ly  th e  num ber o f men away a t  sea had decreased during  the  same 

p e rio d  by 18, em phasising the  tre n d  tow ards home-based in d u s try . The 

h e rr in g  f is h in g  accompanied by the  expansion o f  se rv ice  in d u s tr ie s  

w ith in  th e  burgh encouraged fu r th e r  im m ig ra t io n  p a r t ic u la r ly  f ro m  

parishes  in  the  w e s t F in la n d  (F ig .32). C o n ta c t w ith  the  South Is les  

and, beyond th e  Pentland F i r t h ,  w ith  Scotland and England, encouraged 

f u r t h e r  s e t t le r s  f ro m  these areas. O fte n  m a rria g e  gave r is e  to  the  

in tro d u c tio n  o f such 'fo re ig n ' blood and i t  is  notab le  th a t  many S trom ness 

m en proceeded across the  F i r t h  to  Caithness to  ob ta in  a w ife  ra th e r  

th a n  m a r ry  in to  the  lo ca l fa m ilie s . Towards the  end o f the  ce n tu ry  the  

percen tage o f the  in h a b ita n ts  born  in  Scotland and the  South Is les  had 

increased and can be c o rre la te d  w ith  im provem ents  in  shipping, w ith  

th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f s te a m , and also w ith  the  boom in  the  h e rr in g  

in d u s try  w hich a t tra c te d  a la rge  num ber o f e x tra  w o rke rs  in to  the  burgh

f o r  a s h o r t  period each year. Thus in  the  m idd le  o f th e  cen tu ry  a to ta l  

o f  757 persons (37.4% o f to ta l  popula tion) are recorded in  the  census



as having been bo rn  o u tw ith  S trom ness pa rish  and a lthough th is  number 

had fa l le n  to  702 in  1891, because o f th e  genera l popu la tion  decrease, 

th e  percentage o f  the  to ta l  popu la tion  rep resen ted  by th is  f ig u re  had 

increased to  43.5%.

A lth o u g h  th e  tow n had undergone d e f in ite  phys ica l expansion to  

accom m odate th e  increase in  popula tion th e re  was s t i l l  severe ove r­

c row ding: th e  New S ta t is t ic a l A ccount reco rds 650 households occupying 

500 houses b u t th e  number o f dwellings appears to  have been exaggerated 

in  th is  re c o rd  as only 10 years la te r  the  census enum erates 378 

in hab ite d  houses. The fa ll in g  popula tion (F ig .33), a f t e r  the  m axim um  o f 

2236 was obta ined in  1821, reduced the  need f o r  f u r th e r  bu ild ing  and 

thus  only 10 e x tra  ha b ita tio n s  appear to  have been e re c te d  by the  end o f 

th e  ce n tu ry . However, many o f the  build ings were s m a ll and although 

s ta t is t ic a l ly  the  household size can be ca lcu la ted  as 5.5 persons (1851) 

and 4.2 persons in  1891, the  a c tu a l s itu a t io n  is  n o t revealed by th is  

average. W h ile  i t  was common f o r  a number o f single people to  liv e  

under th e  same ro o f th e re  is  evidence o f 1851 o f 10 people, m o s tly  a d u lts , 

occupying a t in y  co ttage  in  a row in  Queen S tre e t -  now dem olished on 

th e  Back Road -  w h ile  17 persons inhab ited  a tw o -s to re y  house in  L e ith 's  

C lose o f f  th e  m a in  s tre e t.  T h is  was by no means unusual. The tab les  

(F ig .34) analysing household com pos ition  a lso b rin g  to  l ig h t  some 

in te re s t in g  po in ts . The incidence o f e x t ra -m a r ita l re la tio n s h ip s  is  seen 

c le a r ly  in  th e  num ber o f sp in s te rs  w ith  ch ild ren  and in  1891 a bache lo r is 

l is te d  as having a ch ild  -  pos s ib ly  th a t  abandoned by i t s  m o th e r. The 

num ber o f le g it im a te  ch ild ren  was o fte n  high per fa m ily  fo llo w in g  the  

tre n d s  o f the  V ic to r ia n  age and, w h ile  one o r tw o  ch ild ren  p e r fa m ily  

was n o rm a l, one couple in  the  m idd le  o f the  c e n tu ry  had 13 o ffs p r in g .

A  la rg e  num ber o f dependent re la t iv e s  als o occurs in  m any o f the  

households and when these include young re la tio n s  the  occupation analysis 

revea ls  th a t  th e y  were employed as apprentices o r  labou re rs  to  the  head 

o f  household o r ,  in  the  case o f the  g ir ls ,  were used as dom estic  se rvan ts . 

Lodgers  a ls o were fre q u e n tly  employed in  the  tra d e  o r c r a f t  o f  th e ir  

la n d lo rd  a c tin g  as journeym en, apprentices and a s s is ta n ts . Servants 

occu rred  in  m any o f th e  households b u t th e re  was a tendency f o r  only 

th e  incom ing w e a lth ie r  fa m ilie s ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  the  p ro fe ss io n a l people, 

t o  em ploy la rge  numbers o f se rvan ts .



Ill

I t  was th is  body o£ h igh ly  educated im m ig ra n ts  th a t ,  in  the  

n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry , led to  a d iv e rs if ic a t io n  o f  the  soc ia l s t ru c tu re  and 

i t  was under th e ir  im pe tus  th a t  a num ber o f  a m en itie s  such as museum, 

banks e tc . w ere  in troduced  to  the  burgh during th is  pe riod .

The presence o f  im m ig ra n ts  in  the  p ro fe s s io n a l classes n o t 

on ly  encouraged th e  development o f  c e r ta in  soc ia l a m en itie s  w ith in  the  

burgh b u t  also b roug h t about i t s  phys ica l expansion on the  slopes o f  

B r in k ie 's  B rae away f ro m  the  sh o re -line  congestion and th e  in s a n ita ry  

co n d itio n s  o f  the  n a rro w , i l l  l i t  s t re e t  (P la te  29). Thus the  Ordnance 

S urvey 1:2500 scale plan o f  S trom ness, produced in  1882, shows th a t  a 

num ber o f  s u b s ta n tia l detached v illa s  had been co n s tru c te d  on H ills id e  

Road and the  Back Road where problem s o f  land com m un ica tion  w ere  eased 

(F ig .3 5). The expansion o f trad e  during the  n ine teen th  c e n tu ry , having 

encouraged the  fu r th e r  subdivision o f the  a lready overcrowded quoys, 

re s u lte d  in  a dense and continuous developm ent o f  ove r a m ile  f ro m  th e  

head o f  Hamna Voe to  the  P o in t o f Ness. The ir re g u la r it ie s  o f the  

b u ild in g  lin e  along the  s t r e e t ,  re s u lt in g  f ro m  the  haphazard bu ild ing  

deve lopm ent o f  th e  previous c e n tu r ie s , led to  severe congestion 

p a r t ic u la r ly  during the  periods when c a r ts  loaded w ith  h e rr in g  w ere 

tru n d le d  to  and f ro m  the  curing  grounds. A lthough  the  s t r e e t  had been 

paved i t  narrow ed so severe ly , in  some p laces, f o r  exam ple, Graham 

P lace  where th e re  was only fo u r  fe e t  between ad jacent bu ild in g s , th a t  

t ra n s p o r ta t io n  by land was hampered. P u b lic  bu ild ings w e re , how ever, 

e re c te d  in  th e  m ain  area o f  the  tow n, in  some cases on ground th a t  had 

rem a ined  unoccupied b u t m ore  o fte n  on spec ia lly  c leared s ite s . By the  

m id d le  o f  th e  ce n tu ry , th e re fo re , th e re  appear to  have been 4 in n s , 34 

pubBc houses, a pa rish  church, a p o s t o f f ic e ,  l ib ra r y ,  8 schoo ls, 3 banks 

and a m useum  and town ha ll. The increase in  correspondence, encouraging 

th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f  a p o s t o f f ic e  f o r  m a il de live red  via  th e  p o s t g ig  f ro m  

K irk w a ll o r  the  'R oyal M a il ' th a t  crossed the  P entland  F i r t h ,  

n e ce ss ita te d  th e  fo rm a lis a t io n  o f  the  h a b ita tio n s  in to  recognisable 

s t re e ts .  Thus a t th is  t im e  the  Town Council s e t about the  naming o f 

sec tion s  o f the  s t r e e t  and the  la rg e r  closes th a t  wound f ro m  th e  shore 

upw ards to  the  Back Road and B r in k ie 's  B rae.



A n  increase in  education encouraged the  e s ta b lish m e n t o f  a 

l ib r a r y ,  b u t the  in fluence  o f the  church was s t r i c t  and no novels were 

in i t ia l ly  a llowed on the  shelves. There were 8 s m a ll schools in  the  burgh 

o f  w h ich  tw o  w ere run  by public: su bscrip tion . The schools were o fte n

s ta f fe d  by no m ore  than  one te a ch e r, usua lly  a wom an, who gave 

ru d im e n ta ry  education and in s tru c t io n  in  lo ca l s k il ls .  However, the  

dependence o f the  s e tt le m e n t on sea-going tra d e  led  to  the  inc lus ion  o f 

n a v ig a tio n  in  the  cu rricu lu m  o f one school. A t  f i r s t  the  pup ils  w ere sons 

o f  m e rch a n ts  and w ea lthy  a rtis a n s  b u t th e re  was soon a demand f o r  

educa tion  f o r  the  poo re r ch ild ren  in  the  burgh and a Sabbath school was 

opened in  1830 w ith  between 200 and 300 scholars.

The churches them selves expanded during the  period . The

o r ig in a l p a r is h  church, s ite d  ad jacent to  the  churchyard  on th e  shore a t

W a re b e th , having fa lle n  in to  ru in  was replaced in  1717 by a church b u i l t

in  th e  s e tt le m e n t.  However, by the  tu rn  o f the  ce n tu ry  th is  bu ild ing

could n o t accom m odate aH the  w orsh ippers f ro m  bo th  tow n  and pa rish

and th u s  S t. P e te rs  Church was extended in  1814 and re b u i lt  w ith  1200

s it t in g s .  D u ring  the  n ine teen th  ce n tu ry  o th e r churches w ere  b u i l t

to w a rd s  th e  ce n tre  o f the  burgh. E a rly  in  the  Secession m ovem ent

se ve ra l S trom nessians s ta r te d  to  a tte n d  the  m in is tra t io n s  o f M r.

B ro a d f o o t in  K irk w a ll.  Thus a c a te c h is t was s ta tio n e d  in  S trom ness in

1802 and th e  foH ow ing year a proposal was p u t fo rw a rd  to  e re c t a church.

By 1806 th e  bu ild ing  was com plete . A t  a cos t o f £600 i t  was designed to

se a t 643 and in  1806 '...30  com m unicants and 2 e lders w ere  d is jo ined
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f ro m  K irk w a H , and fo rm e d  in to  a separate congrega tion ’. Th is 

m ee ting -house  was a sm a ll and ine legant s tru c tu re  b u t the  d is c o m fo r t  

o f  the  pews did noth ing to  s top  the  increase in  the  size o f congregation. 

On 10 th  F e b ru a ry , 1862, th e re fo re ,  a m ee ting  o f the  congregation made 

th e  dec is ion  th a t  a new church should be b u i l t  and the  new V ic to r ia  S tre e t 

U n ite d  F re e  Church was com pleted s h o r t ly  a fte rw a rd s . In  1888 ano the r 

p lace o f  w o rsh ip  was con s tru c te d  in  the  same se c tio n  o f  the  town. This 

was a s m a ll wooden s tru c tu re  on the  n o rth  side o f Church S tre e t and 

s e rv e d  th e  Episcopalians. Considerable correspondence occurred  during  

th e  e a r ly  years o f the  cen tu ry  regard ing  the  sepa ra tion  o f  the  parishes 

o f  S trom ness and Sandwick, linked f o r  economic reasons severa l



c e n tu r ie s  e a r lie r .  The m in is te r  serv ing  the  area was fo rc e d  to  

a lte rn a te  between serv ices in  the  tw o  parishes and the  increased 

popu la tion  in  S trom ness f e l t  th a t  they  w ere  being neg lected w ith  

se rv ice s  only once in  tw o  weeks. Thus in  1823 the  C om m issioners o f 

Teinds declared th a t  S trom ness and Sandwick were separa te  parishes 

a lthough  th e y  rem ained jo ined u n t i l  the  incumbency o f  Rev. W illia m  

C lous ton  ceased in  1832.

A lth ough  th e  tow n f lo u r is h e d  severa l prob lem s w ere faced  by 

th e  t ra d e rs  o f th a t  age the  m a in  one s tem m ing  f ro m  a serious la ck  o f 

banking fa c i l i t ie s .  When money was no t availab le hand w r i t t e n  notes 

o f exchange w ere  used in  com m erc ia l tra n s a c tio n s . C h a rte red  banks, 

how ever, would have noth ing  to  do w ith  b ills  o f exchange and the  tra d in g  

p op u la tion  was fo rc e d  to  re ly  on m erchan t banks. M one ta ry  tra n s a c tio n s  

w e re  o f te n  considerable and a num ber o f m erchan ts  had accounts w ith  

E d inburgh f i r m s .  The in a c c e s s ib ility  o f ready money proved e x tre m e ly  

inconven ien t and thus on 18th F e b ru a ry , 1836, the  demand f o r  lo ca l 

banking f a c i l i t ie s  was m e t by the  opening o f a branch o f the N a tio n a l 

Bank o f  Scotland. By 1864 the  business o f the  branch had increased to  

such an e x te n t th a t  la rg e r  p rem ises were requ ired  and an im posing 

e d if ic e  was e rec ted  near the  p ie r  head. In  1854 o th e r banking fa c i l i t ie s  

w e re  ava ilab le  to  the  popula tion on the  e re c tio n  o f a branch o f the  

C o m m e rc ia l Bank o f Scotland in  the  same lo c a lity .

The increase in  w e a lth  and im portance  o f the  s e tt le m e n t enabled 

th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f a bu ild ing  to  be used as a tow n h a ll and museum fro m  

pub lic  su b sc rip tio n s  in  1858 (P la te  30). Th is square s t ru c tu re  was placed 

ad jacen t to  some o lde r co ttages on a p ie r  a t  the  m ou th  o f  the  May Burn. 

L o ca l in te r e s t  was s tim u la te d  in  the  fo rm a t io n  o f a n a tu ra l H is to ry  

S o c ie ty  and i t s  m em bers to o k  charge o f the  museum developm ent in  the  

same bu ild ing . O th e r public build ings em erging a t  the  same t im e  w ere 

th e  U n ite d  P re s b y te r ia n  Church in  V ic to r ia  S tre e t and the  D r i l l  H a ll in

H e llih o le  Road.

Towards the  end o f the  cen tu ry  a tte m p ts  a t  re g u la tin g  the  

m ovem ent o f  shipping w ith in  the  harbour were made fo llo w in g  the  

H a rbour A c t  o f  1897. By th is  A c t  H arbour C om m issioners w ere made 

responsib le  f o r  the  e re c tio n  o f nav iga tion  aids such as leading lig h ts ,



th e  e n fo rce m e n t o f tonnage ra te s  and p ie r  co n s tru c tio n . E a r l ie r  in  

th e  c e n tu ry  the  f i r s t  deep-w ater p ie r  had been c o n s tru c te d  tow ards 

th e  head o f  the  bay and th is  was extended and im proved by the  

C om m iss ioners . In  add ition  the  sm a ll r ic e  warehouse w h a rf to  the  

n o r th  o f  th e  p ie r  was extended by the  a d d itio n  o f a 160 fo o t  wooden 

s t ru c tu re .  Plans w ere  also p u t fo rw a rd  by the  C om m issioners f o r  the  

e re c t io n  o f a p ie r  to  the  south o f H e lliho le  to  a llow  500 vessels to  

unload h e rr in g  f o r  t ra n s p o r t  to  the  curing  s ta tio n s . Th is proposa l was 

m e t by considerable lo ca l opposition. The s ite ,  how ever, was la te r  

developed as a p ie r  f o r  the  C om m issioners o f N o rth e rn  L igh thouses.

W ith  th e  es tab lishm en t o f ligh t-h ouses  on G raem say and a 

beacon a t  the  P o in t o f  Ness the  need f o r  safeguards f o r  the  la rge  

am oun t o f  shipping fre q u e n tin g  the  harbour was rea lised . In  a d d itio n  

a considerab le  lo c a l demand f o r  a l ife b o a t arose fo llo w in g  a sh ipw reck 

in  1866 in  w h ich severa l lo ca l seamen were drowned. In  th e  fo llo w in g  

ye a r a 33 -  fo o t  ten -oa red  li fe b o a t a rr iv e d  and was in s ta lle d  in  a shed 

to  th e  w e s t o f  the  P o in t o f Ness. This lo ca tio n  proved unsu itab le  as 

th e  b o a t could only be launched down the  s lip  a t  c e r ta in  s ta te s  o f the  

t id e  and a f t e r  1891 the  rep lacem ent li fe b o a t ,  the  'Good Shepherd' was 

anchored in  th e  harbour. This s itu a t io n  continued u n t i l  a new life b o a t 

s ta t io n  was b u i l t  on a s ite  in  M ow at's  Quoy.

A lth ough  one o f the  o rig in a l reasons f o r  the  developm ent o f the  

ha rbo u r as an e ssen tia l p o r t  o f c a ll f o r  shipping t ra v e ll in g  between 

Europe and the  new colonies in  A m erica  was to  a llow  the  vessels to  take  

on f re s h  w a te r  i t  was n o t u n t i l  the  end o f the  n ine teen th  ce n tu ry  th a t  

th e  lo c a l in h a b ita n ts  received a piped w a te r  supply. L og in 's  w e ll th a t  

had supplied many vesse ls , includ ing the  Hudson's Bay ships f ro m  1670- 

1891, C apta in  Cook's vesse ls , and F ra n k lin 's  exped ition , was only one 

among m any pub lic and p r iv a te  w e lls  w ith in  th e  burgh. H ow ever, the  

genera l overcrow d ing and the  existence o f pub lic  m iddens on the  s ite  

re s u lte d  in  the  p o llu tio n  o f w a te r supplies and the  in s a n ita ry  na tu re  o f 

th e  burgh. The annual increase in  popu la tion  during  the  f is h in g  season 

p u t f u r t h e r  p ressure  on the  l im ite d  resources and c o n tr ib u te d  g re a tly  

to  the  f i l t h y  s ta te  o f the  p ie rs  and s tre e t.  The in tro d u c tio n  o f a 

sys te m  o f re fu se  and sewage c o lle c tio n , to g e th e r w ith  a piped w a te r 

supply in  the  s e ttle m e n t thus became a m a t te r  o f ex tre m e  urgency.



In  1898, th e re fo re ,  pipes were la id  f ro m  the  Yelda re s e rv o ir  on the  

h igh gr °und to  the  w e s t and the  ash and o f fa l  m iddens w ere abolished.

In  th e  th re e  cen tu rie s  since the  a r r iv a l o f a few  en trep reneu rs  

on th e  slopes ad jacent to  the  she lte red  bay considerable expansion had 

occu rred . The tra d in g  p o te n tia l o f the  harbour was exp lo ited  by f a r -  

seeing m e rch an ts  and land-owners and the  im m ig ra n t popu la tion  proved 

adaptab le  in  the  face  o f the  numerous economic changes th a t  w ere to  

fo llo w . C o n tro l over development and fo re ig n  exchange by the  c a p ita l 

w as , due to  the  perseverence o f the  e a rly  S trom ness ians, qu ick ly  

rem oved and th e  tow n became f re e  to  develop independently o f K irk w a ll.  

Y e t in  s p ite  o f the  rap id  increase in  popu la tion  causing th e  younger 

s e t t le m e n t  to  r iv a l the  size o f the  anc ien t ro y a l burgh in  th e  e a r ly  

n in e te e n th  ce n tu ry  and the  e re c tio n  o f S trom ness as a burgh o f barony, 

th e  fu n c t io n s  o f the  tw o  burghs rem ained separate and d is t in c t.  Once 

th e  m axim um  popu la tion  was reached in  1821 S trom ness s ta r te d  a slow 

b u t d e f in ite  decline and although tra d e  and lo ca l f is h in g  continued the  

a d m in is tra t iv e  powers rem ained on a sm a ll scale. K irk w a ll,  however, 

du ring  th e  same period  had increased he r co n ta c ts  w ith  th e  rem a inder 

o f  th e  is land  group and w ith  Scotland, thus f i r m ly  e s ta b lish ing  h e rs e lf 

as th e  a d m in is tra tiv e  c a p ita l and m a jo r serv ice  ce n tre  f o r  the  s c a tte re d  

a g r ic u ltu ra l com m un ities o f the  landward areas -  a fu n c t io n  th a t  was 

founded in  h is to ry  and one th a t  S trom ness could never hope to  r iv a l.



CHAPTER VI

B y th e  beginning o f the  e igh teen th  ce n tu ry  K irk w a ll had become 

es tab lishe d  as th e  O rcadian c a p ita l and, under the  successive ea rls  and 

b ishops , had developed the  a d m in is tra tiv e  base to  i t s  economy. Thus 

un like  i t s  neighbour to  the  w e s t the  fo llo w in g  tw o  cen tu rie s  w e re , f o r  

th e  c a p ita l,  ones o f conso lida tion  o f fu n c t io n  accompanied by a steady 

increase  in  popu la tion . T rade im proved i f  no t f lo u r is h e d  during the  

pe rio d  and th e re  was a cons tan t e xp o rt o f lo ca l produce and im p o r t  o f 

lu x u ry  goods and n e c e s s it ie s , such as coa l, hardware and c lo th . L i t t le  

lo c a l in d u s try  ex is te d  a lthough a num ber o f a r tis a n s  w ere established 

and f o r  a s h o r t t im e  K irk w a ll,  lik e  S trom ness, m anu fac tu red  a 

s ig n if ic a n t  am ount o f ke lp  and s tra w  p la it .  However, the  im press ion  

o f a fflu e n c e  w ith in  the  R oyal B urgh , apparent in  the  hey-day o f the  

N orse and S c o tt is h  E a r ls ,  seems to  have d im in ished; a num ber o f w r ite r s  

n o tin g  th a t  by 1700 a l l was n o t w e ll w ith in  the com m unity.

One o f the  m ore  in te re s t in g  documents is  th a t  re la t in g  to  the 

s ta te  o f  tra d e  a t  th a t  t im e  and conta ins a re p o r t  on the  burgh in  which 

se ve ra l s ig n if ic a n t  com m ents are made:

'. . . Im p r im is  -  I t  is  dec la ired  be us th a t  wee have 

no shipps belonging to  the  said b rugh  b u t ane 

s m a ll b a rk  about the  burde in  o f te n  la s ts ,  w ith  

ane o th e r sm a ll ba rk  about the  lyke burde in;

Secundo -  I t  is  he irb y  f u r th e r  dec la ired  th a t  

th e re  is  no to i l lb u ith  belonging to  the  said 

B rugh , b u t ane house belonging to  one o f the  

burgesses, and f o r  paying the  m a ille s  th e re o f 

wee a re  obliged to  s te n t the  in h a b ita n ts  

T e r t io  -  I t  is  fu r th e r  dec la ired  th a t  th e re  is  no 

common good o r bu rrow s rudds belonging to  the  

sa id  B rugh , b u t ane sm a ll co tta ge  w h ich is  

n o t w o r th  above th r ie  pound s te r l in g  y e ir ly ,  

and by the  S te w a rts  o f O rkney th e ir  p re tend ing  

r ig h t  to  the  s u p e r io r it ie  o f  the  samen does 

consume in  defence th e re o f ,  i f  n o t m o re , y e t 

the  value o f w ha t the  samen produces
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Q u a rto  -  I t  is  f u r th e r  decla ired  th a t  the  custom es 

o f ou r said y e ir ly  Lambas M e rcka t is  aplyed f o r  the  

paym ent o f  the  o f f ic e rs  and o th e r se rvan ts  belonging 

to  th e  said B rugh , and a ll which is g o t y e ir ly  w i l l  no t 

am ount above f f o u r  pound s te r lin g ; a l l w h ich holds 

f u r t h  the  ex tream  p o ve rtie  o f the  said B rugh , 

and pleads f o r  a considerable ease o f our T a x t r o l l ' '1'

T h is  docum ent goes on the^re la te  the  reasons f o r  the  lack  o f shipping 

in  th e  burgh m en tion ing  th a t  a t  the  beginning o f M ay, 1703, the  only 

sh ip  belonging to  K irk w a ll was captured by a F rench  p r iv a te e r  during 

he r passage to  L e ith  and her cargo, to g e th e r w ith  seve ra l m erchan ts  

and tw o  m a g is tra te s  who were on board, was tra n s p o rte d  to  D unkirk, 

O th e r ships h ire d  by loca l m erchan ts seem to  have s u ffe re d  a s im ila r  

fa te ,  Eunson, however, com ments on ano the r possib le course o f the  

la c k  o f  shipping:

’. . .  th e re  is  a ve ry  f in e  harbour f o r  shipping;

b u t i t  is  no t much re s o rte d  to  by vesse ls , as i t  

lyes  a t  an inconvenient d istance f ro m  the  

genera l course in  s te e rin g  b y ’.^

D u ring  the  e igh teenth  cen tu ry  the  s itu a t io n  seems to  have 

changed: the  com merce being in  ’an im prov ing  c o n d itio n ’ w ith  expo rts  

o f  lo c a l produce, such as anim al p ro d u c ts , linen , ke lp  and co rn , being 

se n t to  D um barton , L ive rp oo l and as f a r  south as B r is to l.  The balance 

o f tra d e  a t  th is  t im e  was good w ith  the  value o f expo rts  exceeding 

im p o r ts  by as much as £9236,4.Od in  1780.

K IR KW ALL : TRADE FIGURES

Y ears E x p o rts Im p o rts Balance Shipping Tonnage Men

1770 £12018-4 £104 06 -6 £1611-18 17 825 76

1780 £23247-10 £14011-6 £9236-4 20 940 90

1790 £26598-12 £20803-0 £5795-12 30 2000 170

r e f :  O ld S ta t is t ic a l A ccount, vo l. V II



W hile  th e  com m un ity  rem ained s e lf - s u f f ic ie n t  in  m any o f the  

n e c e ss itie s  o f l i f e  the  w e a lth ie r  in hab ita n ts  o f the  c a p ita l demanded 

m o re  lu xu rious  ite m s  and the  l i s t  o f im p o r ts ,  inc lud ing  coa l, sugar, 

s p i r i t s ,  w ines , s n u f f ,  tobacco, b is c u its , hardware and c o tto n s , 

r e f le c ts  th is  demand.

A p a r t  f ro m  the  produce th a t  tra v e lle d  o u tw ith  the  is lands

th e re  was a considerable loca l m a rk e t supplied in  th e  m a in  by the

tra n s a c tio n s  a t  the  annual Lammas F a ir ,  E xtend ing  to  th re e  days i t

a llow ed a g re a t num ber o f m erchants to  t ra v e l n o r th  to  O rkney f ro m

th e  e a s t coas t o f Scotland and became a k . .g re a t Rendezvous o f the

c o u n try  people, who b ring  in  b lack c a tt le  f o r  s la u g h te r, coarse and
4

f in e  lin n e n , S tock ings, B la n k e ts , e tc . f o r  sa le '.

The linen  in d u s try  th a t  was c a rrie d  ou t on a dom estic  scale 

among th e  is land  group was in troduced  in  1747. F o r  15-20 years i t  

was under the  management o f only a few  business m en b u t 25,000 

sp ind les o f ya rn  were exported per annum. By 1790, how ever, the  

in d u s try  had declined as m ore people t r ie d  to  in trodu ce  f la x  in  

c o m p e tit io n  thus causing the  ya rn  to  be spun p o o rly  and the  p r o f i t s  

to  drop. Shopkeepers in  bo th  K irk w a ll and S trom ness gave ou t l i n t  to  

sp in  and i t  was no t unknown f o r  landholders to  exact the  spinning o f 

y a rn  f r o m  th e ir  tenan ts  as p a r t  o f th e ir  re n t. A lthough  spinning 

con tinued , f o r  e xp o rt to  Edinburgh, and Glasgow o r w he reve r the  

h ig h e s t p r ic e  could be obta ined, i t  was on a s m a ll scale and when the  

p r ic e  f e l l  m o s t o f the  ya rn  was m anu fac tu red  in to  linen  c lo th  f o r  the 

E n g lish  m a rk e t.

The ke lp  in d u s try  also flo u r is h e d  during  the  ce n tu ry  fo llo w in g  

i t s  in tro d u c tio n  in  the  1730fs. In the  pe riod  1740-60, fe tc h in g  4 5 / -  per 

to n ,  i t  gave an annual income o f £2000 b u t by 1791 the  m a rk e t p r ice  was 

£6 p e r to n  w ith  K irk w a ll b e n e fitin g  to  the  value o f £17000. Em ploying 

3000 people during the  m onths o f June and July th e  in d u s try  had an 

im p o r ta n t  e f fe c t  on the  income o f the  poo re r classes w h ile  the  managers 

o f  the  in d u s try , the  lo ca l la ird s ,fo u n d  kelp m aking so p ro f ita b le  a 

business th a t  th e y  were able to  b u i lt  many o f the  f in e r  houses in  the  

c a p ita l on the  proceeds.
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K irk w a ll,  l ik e  S trom ness, experienced the  changing fo rtu n e s

o f th is  in d u s try  and w ith  i t s  demise the  lo c a l populace tu rned  to

s t ra w -p la it in g  in  th e  succeeding cen tu ry , In trodu ced , due to  the

p o l i t ic a l s itu a t io n  in  E urope, by an Eng lish  company, i t  employed

c, 7000 women* These employees were tra in e d  to  use "wheat o r rye

s tra w  in  i t s  green u n s p lit  s ta te  to  produce an im ita t io n  o f Leghorn 
5

p la it*  L a te r  th e  p la i t  was tre a te d  w ith  su lphur smoke, was bleached, 

and sm oothed between ro lle rs *  Labour was cheap, being paid a t  between 

4d and 6d f o r  eve ry  20 yards o f p la i t ,  b u t the  p rice  ra ised  in  the 

G reenock and London m a rk e ts  w as, in  the  b e t te r  days, as much as 

£30,000* H ow ever, as was noted in  S trom ness, the  re s to ra t io n  o f 

peace in  Europe w ith  the  d e fe a t o f Napoleon allowed the  in tro d u c tio n  

o f  s u p e rio r  fo re ig n  s tra w  and, w ith  increas ing  emphasis on the  cen tres  

o f  m a n u fa c tu re  in  the  sou th , the  in d u s try  in  K irk w a ll collapsed*.

In  s p ite  o f  the  a c t iv i t y  during these periods the  to ta l  e f fe c t  on

th e  burgh  was sm all* Thus the  Reverend B a rry  re f le c ts

* 9 0 0  A s  tra d e  is  b u t s m a ll,  and the  m anu fac tu re

s t i l l  le s s , in  p ro p o rt io n  to  the  popu la tion , every

ye a r d rives  m any o f the  m o s t p rom ine n t young
6

m en abroad in  search o f a Hvelihood*1 

T h is  appa ren t exodus w as, how ever, concealed by the  trem endous in f lu x  

o f  p o o re r s e t t le r s  f ro m  the  o u tly in g  ru ra l a reas, fo rc e d  to  abandon th e ir  

c r o f t s  b o th  because o f the  t o ta l  fa i lu re  o f the  crops in  some years and 

th e  p a r t ia l  suppression o f smuggling* Undoubtedly the  f a c t  th a t  a lte rn a tiv e  

fo rm s  o f  em p loym ent in  th e  n o n -a g ric u ltu ra l s e c to r  could be found in  the 

bu rgh  w ou ld  have p rov ided a considerable ad d itio n a l in cen tive  to  m ig ra tion *

Thus w h ile  Fea notes th a t  K irk w a ll a lready is  a populous and p r e t ty
7 . . .

la rg e  to w n , con ta in ing  about 1500 in h a b ita n ts 1, George B a rry ,  in  w r it in g

th e  f i r s t  s t a t is t ic a l  account s ix te e n  years la te r ,  notes an increase in  

p op u la tion  o f  tw o  hundred in  only s ix  years* A p a r t  f ro m  the  fe w  engaged 

in  th e  m a n u fa c tu re s  a lready noted i t  seems th a t  the  em ploym ent s tru c tu re  

was based hea v ily  on the  r e ta i l  t ra d e , c r a f t  in d u s tr ie s , the  sea, and 

d o m e s tic  se rv ice  by  the  end o f the  e igh teen th  century*
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K IR K W A LL : OCCUPATION STRUCTURE : 1790

O ccupation M a s te r Journeyman A pp ren tice

W eaver 53 8 14

Shoemaker 16 2 17

T a i lo r 15 11

W r ig h t 22 1 29

Mason 7 16 6

S la te r 6 2

S m ith 4 1 4

Cooper 3 -

Sea 200 sa ilo rs 25 + boa tm en

D o m e s tic  Service 120 women 10-12 men

r e f .  O ld S ta t is t ic a l Account vo l. V II

In  a d d it io n  th e re  appear to  have been a dozen gen tlem en ’s fa m ilie s  in  

res idence  to g e th e r w ith  tw o  c le rg y , one phys ic ian , tw o  surgeon 

apo the ca ries  and fo u r  a tto rn e ys .

B y  th e  date o f the  New S ta t is t ic a l A ccoun t the  p a t te rn  o f 

e m p lo ym e n t, w h ile  showing the  same general t re n d s , em phasises, by 

i t s  in c lu s io n  o f a number o f bankers , la w y e rs , m in is te r s , teachers  

and o f f ic e r s  o f custom s and excise , the  increas ing  developm ent o f  the  

a d m in is tra t iv e  powers o f the cap ita l. Shopkeepers rem ained numerous

supp ly ing  the  ever increasing popula tion

’ a lm o s t every a lte rn a te  house, in  m o s t p a r ts  o f  the

i, -8to w n , contain ing a shop.

The p r in c ip a l shops were w e ll-s to cke d  w ith  goods o f every  d e s c r ip tio n , 

im p o r te d  f ro m  Edinburgh, London and o th e r m a rk e ts , in  sa iling  

p acke ts  p ly in g  the  n o rth e rn  w a te rs . However, m  1836 th e  Aberdeen 

Company had given a f i l l i p  to  Orcadian tra d e  by p lacing a s te a m -d riv e n  

vesse l in  re g u la r passage between L e ith  and L e rw ic k , an advance over 

th e  ir re g u la r  sa ilings o f fo rm e r  vessels w hich w ere so dependent upon

th e  w ind.



In  th e  rem a inder o£ the  n ine teen th  ce n tu ry  the  p a t te rn  o f 

em p loym ent among th e  in hab ita n ts  o f  K irk w a ll can be tra c e d  through 

th e  census data  (Fig.36). The c ra f ts  and p ro fe ss io n s  noted by B a rry  

con tinued  to  be represen ted  b u t the  numbers f lu c tu a te d .  Thus w h ile  

th e  num ber o f weavers decreased by 49 in  the  succeeding f i f t y  years 

th e  f ig u re s  f o r  shoemakers and ta ilo rs  had increased app ro x im a te ly  

f iv e - fo ld .  Between the  m iddle and the end o f the  n ine teen th  ce n tu ry  

o th e r  changes can be noted which ind ica te  the  developm ent o f  c e r ta in  

s e c to rs  o f  th e  com m unity  l i fe .  W hile seamen rem ained cons tan t in  

num ber th e  fis h e rm e n  increased fo llo w in g  the  expansion o f the  h e rr in g  

in d u s try  th a t  had, in  the  case o f S trom ness, provided such a valuable 

b o o s t to  the  economy. The demands o f lo ca l m a rk e t f u r th e r  estab lished  

persons involved in  the  curing  and la te r  re ta il in g  o f  th e  catch. The 

upw ard tre n d  in  popula tion bo th  f ro m  im m ig ra tio n  and by n a tu ra l 

means fu r t h e r  encouraged the  development o f the  bu ild ing  tra d e  and 

an increase  in  the  number o f those persons p rov id ing  every-day goods 

to  the  com m un ity . Thus in  the  f o r t y  years up to  1891 the  l i s t  o f  

m il le r s  tre b le d  w h ile  the bakers increased f ro m  11 to  38 and g roce rs  

rose  f r o m  20 to  95 -  a l l trends  echoed by S trom ness. The bu ild ing  tra d e  

g e n e ra lly  increased in  im portance w ith  masons and jo in e rs  to ta ll in g  39 

and 79 re s p e c tiv e ly  in  1891. In add ition  s ix  new ho te ls  w ere opened and 

29 persons are  lis te d  as keeping lodging-houses -  an increase o f 21 in  

f o r t y  yea rs . Women in  K irk w a ll,  like  th o se  in  S trom ness , found 

em p loym ent in  k n it t in g  and dressm aking, p a r t ic u la r ly  a f te r  the  collapse 

o f  the  s tra w  p la it in g  and m ill in e ry  in d u s tr ie s , and undoubtedly provided 

th e  in c reas ing  number o f drapers w ith  many o f  th e ir  w ares.

A s  th e  com m unity became m ore so p h is tica te d  o th e r  specia lised 

c r a f t s  and serv ices were in troduced. Many fe m a le s , espec ia lly  thos  e 

f r o m  th e  co u n try  areas, w ent in to  dom estic  se rv ice  in  the  tow n  houses 

o f  th e  w e a lth y  la ird s  and m erchan ts o r in  the  new h o te ls  and lodg ing - 

houses. A  num ber o f men were also employed as gardeners, o r  labou re rs  

on the  neighbouring fa rm s  and c ro f ts .  C ra fts m e n  such as w a tchm ake rs , 

pho tog raphers  and p r in te rs  were in troduced , the  la s t  tw o  w o rk ing  

p r in c ip a lly  in  the  o ff ic e s  o f the  tw o  lo ca l newspapers -  the  'O rkney 

H e ra ld ' and 'The O rcadian'. The increas ing  demand f o r  l i te ra c y  p u t



p re ssu re  on bo th  the  Church and i t s  o f fs p r in g , the  G ram m ar School.

B o th  in s t i tu t io n s  expanded and d iv e rs if ie d  during the  c e n tu ry , the  

num ber o f  churchm en o f various denom inations increas ing  by f iv e  to  

a t o ta l  o f  12 w ith  the  corresponding f ig u re s  f o r  teach ing s t a f f  r is in g  

f r o m  eleven to  t h i r t y  fo u r .

B urgh a d m in is tra tio n  was in  the  hands o f the  Council com pris ing  

a num ber o f  b a ilie s  and m a g is tra te s , b u t the  increase in  law yers  to  a 

t o t a l  o f  15 m ay have re fle c te d  a r is e  in  the  c r im e -ra te  among the  

cosm opo litan  com m unity. Those u n fo rtu n a te  enough to  be cap tu red  by 

th e  s ing le  policem an and proved g u ilty  were even tua lly  lodged under the  

w a tc h fu l eye o f the  p rison  o f f ic e r .  Harbour o f f ic ia ls  increased w ith  

th e  im p ro ve m e n t o f tra d e  w h ile  many o f the  o f f ic e s , inc lud ing  those o f 

th e  sh ipping com panies, found i t  necessary to  em ploy a num ber o f c le rks . 

Expansion o f  tra d e  was accompanied, like  th a t  in  the  w e s te rn  burgh , by 

a demand f o r  banking and insurance fa c i l i t ie s .  In  1825, th e re fo re ,  John 

B a ik ie  L ie u t . ,  R.N. opened a branch o f the  N a tiona l Bank o f Scotland 

in  th e  old subdean's manse near the  ca thedra l. This was soon f  oHowed 

by th e  convers ion  o f a hou se in  B ridge S tre e t to  fo rm  a bank under the  

agency o f  James Spence, w ith  a fu r th e r  adap ta tion  o f p rem ises in  A lb e r t  

S tre e t  as a branch o f the Union Bank. However, the  in tro d u c tio n  o f 

spec ia lised  serv ices o fte n  requ ired  the  expe rtise  o f personnel f ro m  

fa m il ie s  o r ig in a tin g  o u tw ith  the  islands and numerous com p la in ts  were 

vo iced  rega rd ing  the  in ju s tic e  th a t  was f e l t  f ro m  the  dominance o f 

'fo re ig n e rs ' in  the  seats o f power.

'...T h e  in hab ita n ts  are m o s t ly  tradesm en, who are 

u n ju s tly  deprived fro m  having any share in  the  

m anagement o f public a f fa ir s ,  and labour under 

a lam en tab le  v a r ie ty  o f g rievances, n o to rio u  s ly  

occasioned by the  undue in fluence o f a m a jo r ity  

o f  th e  pre tend ing n o b ility  o f  Orkney* which is  a 

degree o f s lave ry , th a t  ought no t to  be imposed 

upon any com m unity o f F reeborn  B r ito n s

The Census reveals how la rge a p ro p o rtio n  o f the  popu la tion  were 

in com e rs  to  the  burgh (Fig.37). Whereas Strom ness obtained m o s t o£ 

i t s  im m ig ra n ts  f ro m  the  W est Mainland and th e  South Is le s , K irk w a ll,
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w ith  i t s  n o r th - fa c in g  bay received 21.8% o f i t s  t o ta l  popu la tion  in  1851 

f r o m  th e  n o r th e r ly  Orkney Is les. In add ition  the  co n ta c ts  fo rg e d  

th ro u g h  th e  preceding cen tu ries  w ith  the  south re s u lte d  in  a fu r th e r  

6.5% o f  th e  t o ta l  o r ig in a tin g  in  the  S c o ttis h  m ainland. In  the  m id ­

n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry , th e re fo re , some 44% o f the  t o ta l  popu la tion  o f 

3331 souls w ere  im m ig ra n ts . By the  end o f  the  ce n tu ry  these s ta t is t ic s  

had changed only s lig h t ly . The popula tion had r is e n  to  3900 by th is  t im e  

and a lthough  th e  balance between d if fe re n t  b i r t h  places rem ained la rg e ly  

th e  same th e  percentage o f incom ers had, in  m o s t cases, increased.

In  1891, th e re fo re ,  the  census ind ica tes th a t  less than  h a lf  the  p o p u la tio n -  

48% -  w e re  bo rn  w ith in  the  burgh o r the  pa rish  o f St. Ola.

The d r i f t  f ro m  the  coun try  continued th ro ugh  the  n ine teen th  

c e n tu ry ,  and can s t i l l  be noted in  the  depopulation o f m a iy  o f the  

o u tly in g  is lands , causing a m arked increase in  popu la tion  p a r t ic u la r ly  

be tw een 1821 and 1881 (Fig.38). A lthough the  num bers f lu c tu a te  s lig h t ly ,  

po ss ib ly  due to  the  decline o f the kelp in d u s try  a f t e r  1831 which also 

a f fe c te d  house-bu ild ing, the  tre n d  is  undoubtedly upward and c o n tra s ts  

w ith  S trom ness in  the  w est which s u ffe re d  a s teady decline once i t s  

m ax im um  had been a tta in e d  in  the  e a rly  decades o f the  cen tu ry . The 

new s e t t le r s  needed accom m odation and th is  p u t p ressu re  on the  burgh 

b o th  to  i n f i l  e x is tin g  s ite s  and to  expand beyond th e  boundaries 

des igna ted in  the  c h a rte r  o f 1486. Thus the  S ta t is t ic a l A ccoun t a t  the 

end o f  th e  e igh teen th  cen tu ry  records th a t

'. . .a  good many houses have been b u i l t  beyond

the  p re c in c ts  o f the burgh, though so near i t  as 

t o  make a p a r t  o f the  tow n; and w ith in  i t  a 

house no sooner goes in to  d is re p a ir , o r tum b les  

down, th a t  a new one is  ra ised  in  i t s  s tead , o f 

m ore  than  double o r tre b le  i t s  dimension. B es ides, 

houses o f every s o r t  have become o f m ore  reques t 

o f  la te  than  they  used to  be, f ro m  a co m p e tit io n  

among these who w ish to  re n t th e m , and they  

cannot be obtained b u t w ith  much d i f f i c u l t y , and 

a t  a re n t  m ore than double o f th a t  w h ich was fo rm e r ly

, i 10given them  .



By th is  t im e  th e  focus o f the  tow n had become f i r m ly  estab lished in  

and around B road S tre e t and the  C athedra l. Thus th e re  was undoubtedly 

considerab le  p re s tig e  to  be gained among the  w e a lth y  fa m ilie s  by the  

possession o f one o f the  la rge  houses in  th is  v ic in ity .  In  a d d itio n , i t  

was advantageous to  loca te  some o f the  m a jo r pub lic  bu ild ings in  th is  

area b u t  th e  demand f o r  su itab le  build ing s ite s  was re s t r ic te d  and many 

d ispu tes  arose over the  ownership o f developable p ro p e rty .

One such house was the old manse to  the  south  o f the  B ishop's

Palace (F ig .39). Occupied by the  Governor o f C ro m w e ll's  tro o p s , i t

rem a ined  vacan t f ro m  1661 to  1741, the  m in is te rs  a t  the  t im e

p re fe r r in g  to  in h a b it th e ir  own houses w ith in  the  to w n , and having

become ru inous during th a t  period the problem  o f re p a irs  ra ise d  the

q u e s tio n  o f  ownership. Three years la te r ,  however, the  old manse

'...w a s  re p a ire d  ou t o f a g i f t  f ro m  the  E a r l o f M o rto n  ,the lessee o r
11

D o n a to ry  o f  the  Crown'. The E a r l seems to  have assumed th a t  by

th is  m ove he could es tab lish  ownership o f bo th  the  B ishop 's Palace and

th a t  o f  th e  E a r l,  the  la t t e r  borde ring  the  garden ground belonging to

th e  m anse. The bu ild ing  was thus reoccupied and in  the  e a r ly  p a r t  o f

th e  n in e te e n th  cen tu ry  the  Rev. W illia m  Logie o f Lady P a ris h , Sanday,

was appoin ted to  the  f i r s t  charge. He had no t been in  residence long,

how ever, when an accident caused the  old s tru c tu re  to  be s e t on f i r e

and the  m in is te r  had to  f le e  to  his own p ro p e rty  in  B ridge S tre e t.

F o u r c la im a n ts  appeared during in ves tiga tio ns  in to  ownership o f the
12

b u ild in g , v iz : th e  Crown, th e  Town Council, th e  H e r ito rs  and L o rd  

Dundas who had by th is  t im e  succeeded the  E a rls  o f M o rton . As these 

c la im s  w ere  n o t subs tan tia ted  i t  was considered th a t  the  Crown 

p robab ly  had the  bes t r ig h t  to  i t  and th a t  Log ie should be given £30 p.a. 

as r e n t  o f  a house in  lieu  o f the manse p rov id ing  he gave to  the  H e r ito rs  

a l l  r ig h t  and t i t l e  he had to  the  p ro p e rty . The lega l b a t t le  continued 

b u t  ended w ith  the  Crown Chamberlain n ea tly  co n fis c a tin g  the  manse. 

W il lia m  Log ie  wanted a la rg e r house b u ilt  on the  s ite  b u t the  Cham berla in 

w ould  n o t aHow e x tra  ground f o r  th is  purpose suggesting ins tead  th a t  a 

new manse be cons truc te d  on the  glebe. He fu r th e r  in d ica ted  th a t  i f  

th is  w e re  done then the m in is te r  would have tw o  manses and as he could 

n o t occupy b o th , the  old manse should be re tu rn e d  to  the  Crown who 

w ould then  re p a ir  and re le t  the  p ro p e rty . No bu ild ing  was e rec ted  on



th e  glebe a t  th is  t im e  the  Rev. Logie p re fe r r in g  to  occupy a la rge  

G eorg ian s ty le  house, Daisybank, b u i lt  overlooking the  tow n n o t f a r  

f r o m  Papdale. Th is dw elling designated as a manse on a num ber o f 

maps in  th e  n ine teen th  cen tu ry  during Log ie 's  occupation was neve r, 

in  f a c t ,  church p ro p e rty .

The increase in  population and the  demands f o r  l i te ra c y  pu t 

p re ssu re  on the  G ram m ar School w h ich, fo s te re d  under the  w ind o f the  

chu rch , had been housed by Bishop Reid in  a sm a ll s t ru c tu re  to  the  

w e s t o f  h is  Palace. By 1711, however, the  w o rk  o f the  school appears 

to  have been so u n s a tis fa c to ry  as to  cause gentlem en to  b r in g  

'cha p la ins ' f r o m  the  south to  educate th e ir  ch ild ren . F i f t y - t h r e e  

yea rs  la te r  R e id 's  school build ings were condemned as unsu itab le  and 

in s u f f ic ie n t .  A  c o m m itte e  o f the  Town Council thus re p o rte d  th a t

' . . . i t  would requ ire  a ve ry  la rge sum o f money f o r  re p a ir in g  

th e  old school and build ing ano ther new school, as the  

m a te r ia ls ,  in  the said old school, i f  i t  was taken down, 

would be o f ve ry  sm a ll value; and, besides, i f  the  schools 

w ere  repa ired  as fo rm e r ly  designed, by th e ir  s itu a t io n  

would no t probably answer the  purposes o f tw o  schools
13

as th e y  would be s t i l l  ve ry  damp and i l l - l ig h te d '

Thus i t  was determ ined th a t  the  schools should be housed under 

one ro o f  in  a new bu ild ing to  be e rected  in  the  churchyard , fa c in g  Broad 

S t re e t ,  and im m e d ia te ly  to  the  n o rth  o f the  C athedra l. The new bu ild ing  

w as, how ever, cheap and nasty  and only 14 years la te r  the  P ro vo s t 

s ta te d  th a t

'. . . th e  F lo o r  o f  the G ram m ar School is  in  a bad

cond ition  and may be a g rea t h u r t  to  the  ch ild ren ,
14

as i t  is  only covered w ith  stones and E a rth *

The school was soon re flo o re d  a f te r  th is  re p o r t  b u t the  fo llo w in g  year 

th e  school m a s te r ,  W illia m  G ra n t, complained th a t  the  p a r t  o f  the  

school occupied by h im  was too  sm a ll and the  ch ild ren  had s u ffe re d  

in -h e a lth  as a re s u lt .  The rem a inder o f the  bu ild ing , used as a p r iv a te  

school f o r  E ng lish  classes, was thus cleared and G ran t g o t possession 

o f th e  e n t ire  build ing.



F o r  the  n e x t tw e n ty  years problem s a r is in g  f ro m  the  s ta te  

o f  th e  bu ild in g  and d i f f ic u l t ie s  in  appointing a su itab le  schoo lm aste r -  

th e n  th e  d u ty  o f  th e  Town Council -  caused a m arked decrease in  

educa tiona l s tandards. By 1814 the  p o s ition  was such th a t  R o be rt 

S m ith  and o th e rs  requested the  use o f p a r t  o f the  school as they  

in tended  to  em ploy a teache r f o r  the  education o f th e ir  own ch ild ren.

The C ouncil unable to  o f fe r  a s a t is fa c to ry  a lte rn a tiv e  g ran ted  th e ir  

re q u e s t.

F o u r  years la te r  the  s itu a tio n  had become c r i t ic a l  and the

C o unc il, suggesting th a t  a new school should be e rec ted  and donating

£300 f r o m  i t s  own funds , called f o r  fu r th e r  subscrip tions  to  enable

b u ild ing . The in i t ia l  idea was m e re ly  to  extend the  school-house in

B road S tre e t  by the  add ition  o f a ba llroom  as '. . . th e  A ssem bly Room

in  th e  Town H a ll was too  sm a ll f o r  the  gay and fe s t iv e  th ro n g  which
15

p e r io d ic a lly  gathered th e re . ’ Th is was fo llow e d  by a proposa l to  e re c t 

a new school and County H a ll which would com prise r...a  pub lic  school, 

a schoo l m a s te r ’s dwelling house, an a p a rtm e n t f o r  a pub lic  l ib r a r y ,  a 

coun ty  ro o m , and the  re q u is ite  accom m odation f o r  the  S h e r if f 's  C o u rt ’.^ 

The s i t e ,  i t  was suggested,was to  be th a t  p o r t io n  o f  the  churchyard 

w h ic h , ly in g  to  the  n o rth  o f the C a thedra l, was unoccupied by graves 

being m e re ly  used as a grazing ground by loca l in h a b ita n ts . In  1818 the  

p lan  and e s tim a te  f o r  £686 was approved b u t the  County Convener, 

d e s ir in g  a Record Room and apa rtm e n t f o r  County m e e tin g s , requested 

th e  a d d itio n  o f  a fu r th e r  w ing to  the  build ing. However, bu ild ing  

o p e ra tio n s , having s ta r te d  close to  the C a th e d ra l, were b rough t s w i f t ly  

t o  a close by an in te rd ic t  issued by S h e r if f  P e te rk in . Th is  document 

p reven ted

'...w e ll-m e a n in g  1 ocal Goths f ro m  re a rin g  a huge incongruous p ile
, . 17

a g a in s t th e  venerable w a lls  o f the  ancient church .

In v e s tig a tio n  as to  the  r ig h ts  to  the  p ro p e rty  in d ica ted  th a t  the

in te r d ic t  could n o t be rem oved, the  new s tru c tu re  was c leared , and the

school house was fo rc e d  in to  continued use. However, th is  bu ild ing  was
18

d e te r io ra t in g  so ra p id ly , 'n o t being w ind o r w a te r  t ig h t '  th a t  education 

o f  th e  burgh ch ild ren  had la rg e ly  been abandoned -  th a t  continu ing  being 

a t  severe r is k  to  the  ch ild ren 's  hea lth  -  and the  e re c tio n  o f  a new
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s t ru c tu re  on an a lte rn a tiv e  s ite  became im p e ra tive . Two p lo ts  were

suggested: th e  B u tts , a ya rd  ly ing  a t  the  re a r o f  V ic to r ia  S tre e t,

p roved inadequate in  s ize , s itu a tio n  and va lue, w h ile  Brandyquoy,

ad jacen t to  the  C a thed ra l, could only be acquired by the  Burgh

s a c r if ic in g  a l l  i t s  r ig h ts  to  St. Magnus -  r ig h ts  e n tru s te d  to  i t  by

th e  C h a rte r  o f  James I I I  and no t to  be re a d ily  re linqu ished . A n  impasse

was reached. However, in  a magnanimous g e s tu re , Samuel La ing  o f

Papdale o f fe re d  a co rne r o f h is lands 'on a pe rpe tua l fe u  o r f o r  a t r i f l in g
19

fe u  d u ty  (£12 S co ts)' f o r  the  new gram m ar school and the  schoo lm aster 

w ith  h is  charge ente red  the  new build ing in  1820. The Council then  

proposed to  the  Barons o f Exchequer th a t  a tr ia n g u la r  piece o f ground 

to  the  e a s t o f  the  churchyard be f re e  f o r  use as a playground f o r  the  

new school. In  1830 Laing o ffe re d  an adjacent part: o f h is  p ro p e rty  f o r  

th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f an in fa n t school. Thus in  the  period  1824-40 th e re  

was a considerable im provem ent in  education in  the  burgh and the  numbers 

rose  f r o m  the  20 scholars in 1790 to  between 80 and 100 young boys and 

g ir ls  s tudy in g  the  t ra d it io n a l academic subjects inc lud ing  G reek, L a t in ,  

F re n c h , E n g lish , M a th em a tics , A r ith m e t ic ,  R e lig ion  and, o f  lo ca l 

a p p lic a tio n , N aviga tion.

H ow ever, the  a ttra c t io n s  o f s ite s  in  the  cen tre  o f the  burgh also

led  to  encroachm ents upon the  C a thedra l f ro m  ano the r d ire c tio n . In

1669 K irk w a ll had enro lled as a fre e  Royal Burgh and in  th a t  yea r the

burgh t re a s u re r ,  A r th u r  B a ik ie  o f  Tankerness, obtained a se is in  f ro m

George L in a y  f o r  '. .. th e  house a t  the  fo o t  o f the  S trynd  w ith  i t s  y a ird
20

s tre tc h in g  to  th e  lane leading to  Papdale’ , to g e th e r w ith  the  con ten ts  

o f  th e  house, f o r  conversion in to  a Tolbooth. W ith in  70 years th e  E a r l 

o f  M o rto n , considering th a t  the accom m odation o ffe re d  by th is  fo rm e r  

d w e llin g  was in s u f f ic ie n t  f o r  burgh needs, ordered

’...200  pound s te r lin g  o f the  f in e  decreed by the  L o rd s  o f

J u s t ic ia ry  to  be payd by S ir James S te w a rt o f B u rra y

to  the  said E a rle ... ,  to  be appHed tow ards bu ild ing  a
21

new To lboo th  o r P rison  in  the  Town o f K irk w a ll'

The E a r l's  generos ity  w ent fu r th e r ,  however, as he aUowed the  

C o rpo ra tion  to  use stones f ro m  the  ru ins  o f the  K ing ’ s C astle  in  the  

b u ild ing  and in s tru c te d  his cham berla in , Andrew R oss, to  un roo f the



E a r l ’ s P a lace , o f  which he was m e re ly  a te n a n t, and severa l houses 

in  th e  burgh to  provide s la tes  f o r  the  tow n house. Undoubted ly, M o rton  

was n o t a d is in te re s te d  p a rty . A cqu iring  the  ta cks  o f the  b ishopric  

e s ta te  v ia  h is  cham berla in  he had no t received the  £7147 s te r l in g  which 

was to  be paid on the  a b o litio n  o f he rita b le  ju r is d ic t io n  by the  t im e  the 

p roposa ls  f o r  the  new Tolbooth  were considered. I t  w as, th e re fo re , 

p o l i t ic  t o  keep on good te rm s  w ith  the  loca l a d m in is tra to rs  and, in  

any case, he hoped to  be able to  look fo rw a rd  to  being allowed the  use 

o f  th e  G re a t H a ll in  the  new build ing f o r  holding co u rts .

Opinions on the  s tru c tu re  a f te r  i t s  com p le tion  va ry . Pea
22

re m a rk e d  th a t  i t  was ’a ve ry  neat bu ild ing ' w h ile  a la te r  w r i t e r  

described  i t  m ore  lu c id ly

’...T h e  tow n house, supported on p i l la rs ,  fo rm in g

a piazza in  f r o n t ,  and in  every respec t a nea t and

commodious bu ild ing , the  f i r s t  s to re y  o f w h ich is

div ided in to  apa rtm en ts  f o r  a common p riso n , the

second f o r  an assem b ly-ha ll, w ith  a la rge  room  adjo in ing

f o r  the  C o u rt o f Justice ; and the  h ighest is  s e t a p a rt

as a lodge f o r  the accom m odation o f the  anc ien t f r a te r n i t y  
,23

o f  f re e  masons'

C o n te m p o ra ry  views (P la te  31) ind ica te  th a t  the  bu ild ing  was n o t 

unpleas ing a e s th e tic a lly  y e t o th e r sources in d ignan tly  suggest th a t  i t  

m a rre d  th e  o the rw ise  noble co lle c tio n  o f s tru c tu re s  in  th e  anc ien t 

burgh.

’. . .w ith in  10 yards o f  the  f r o n t  o f the  C a thedra l

and between i t  and the  p rin c ip a l s t re e t  o f  K irk w a ll,

th e re  is  s itu a te d  the  County Ja il and C ourt-house , a

s tro n g  and s u f f ic ie n t ,  b u t a t  the  same t im e  m o s t
24

u n s ig h tly  m odern bu ild ing '

W ha teve r the a rc h ite c tu ra l opinion m ay have been i t  c e r ta in ly  

se rved  an im p o r ta n t socia l need in  p rov id ing  room s where la d ie s , o f 

’as b r i l l ia n t  an appearance as any in  the  c o u n try ',  and G entlem en, 

who w ere  'by no means in fe r io r  e ith e r  in  m e n ta l o r bod ily  q u a lif ic a t io n s , 

when com pared w ith  any o f th e ir  southern n e ig h b o u rs ',m ig h t assemble 

f o r  fu n c tio n s . However, when the  Old Town H a ll had thus served the
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co m m u n ity  f o r  a hundred and f o r t y  years i t s  accom m odation, like  

th a t  o f  i t s  p redecessor, was found to  be too  l im ite d  f o r  the  business 

o f the  t im e  and new County Build ings '...con ta in ing  a spacious c o u r t­

room  w ith  a l l  the  o ff ic e s  re q u is ite  f o r  the  p roper a d m in is tra tio n  and
2 5

th e  conduct o f  County a f fa ir s ' were e rected  ad jacent to  the  E a r l's  

Palace in  the  garden o f the  old Manse. In  ad d itio n , 7 years la te r  i t  

was decided to  replace the Town H a ll on the  K irk  Green by new m unic ipa l 

bu ild in g s  on th e  re c e n tly  cleared s ite  o f the  old P ro v o s tr ie  in  Broad 

S tre e t .  Designed and construc ted  by loca l people th e y  d isp lay the  decor­

a t io n  o f the  S c o ttis h  baron ia l s ty le  (P la te  32) ra th e r  than  the  m ore 

re s tra in e d  d e ta il o f the  e a r lie r  s tru c tu re  w h ich , on com p le tion  o f the  

new b u ild in g , was demolished to  revea l the whole o f the  w e s t f r o n t  o f 

S t. Magnus once m ore .

Demands f o r  new build ing s ite s  w ith  the  ra p id ly  increas ing  

popu la tion  soon re su lte d  in  the expansion o f the tow n away f ro m  the  

n a rro w s  o f the  s t re e t  onto the higher ground o f the  surrounding 

quoys. By 1840, th e re fo re , although i t  was s t i l l  recognised th a t  the

to w n  cons is ted  p r in c ip a lly  o f one s tre e t  '. . . in  many p a r ts  ve ry  narrow
26 27 

runn ing  th e  whole le n g th ’ , a new s t re e t  '...ca lle d  K ing S tre e t ' ,

p a ra lle l t o  i t  on the  east side o f the burgh had been commenced w ith in

th e  p rev ious 20 years and contained '...se ve ra l neat and commodious
28houses' . In  add ition  the change over o f build ings along the  s t re e t  to  

a c o m m e rc ia l fu n c tio n  fo rc e d  many people outwards in to  the  expanding 

p e r ip h e ra l re s id e n tia l development.

Th is  change o f build ing fu n c tio n  is  exem p lified  in  the  conversion 

o f a num ber o f the  la rg e r tow n houses, especia lly  those near K irk w a ll 

B ay , in to  h o s te lr ie s  and hote ls . A long the  shore i t s e l f  T r a i l l 's  F o lly ,  

opposite  the  sm a ll p ie r ,  having fa lle n  in to  ru in  found i t s  ad jacent peat 

b rae  becom ing the  s ite  o f  Kelday's Tavern (P la te  33), e rec ted  by George 

Omond, a lo c a l m erchan t. S im ila r ly  the  neighbouring s ite  known as the  

•Inns' was cleared in  the  n ine teenth  ce n tu ry , being replaced by new 

bu ild ings  conta in ing an h o te l, a steam boat o f f ic e ,  the  headquarters o f 

th e  O rkney Club and a dwelling house. The Ship Inn and the  'A nchor' 

a lso  appeared in  the  same lo c a lity  during the  e igh teen th  ce n tu ry , w h ile  

th e  old 'G a lle ry ' was re b u ilt  by the T r a i l l  fa m ily  and converted  in to  an
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h o te l in  th e  1810’s. Now occupied by the warehouses and business 

p rem ises  o£ R o be rt Garden, the adjacent ground s t i l l  conta ins the 

sum m erhouse o f undressed stones fro m  P ira te  Gow's sh ip ’s b a lla s t  

th a t  T r a i l l  e rec ted  in  the garden next to  h is house. A t  the  o th e r end 

o f th e  to w n  a num ber o f inns were established also in  the  n ine teen th  

c e n tu ry ,  b u t se rv ing , on th is  occasion, t ra v e lle rs  f ro m  the  landward 

a reas ra th e r  than  those a rr iv in g  by sea. Thus C a lde r’s Inn in  V ic to r ia  

S tre e t  w as, in  1819, the p rinc ipa l h o te l in  K irk w a ll.

In  a d d itio n  to  these high-class lodging houses p r iv a te  e n te rp ris e  

in tro d u c e d  o th e r com m erc ia l ventures in to  the  s t re e t.  Near the  bridge 

over th e  Papdale Burn an incom er fro m  G erm any, Nathan G oldberg, 

e re c te d  a la rge  warehouse and se t h im s e lf up as a s to rem an  and 

w ho le sa le r. In  the  same area another im m ig ra n t, th is  t im e  f ro m  

M idd lesex , in troduced  the  c r a f t  o f m us ica l in s tru m e n t: m aking. In 

th e  La ve ro ck  the  f i r s t  p r in t in g  business in  Orkney was estab lished a t 

th e  end o f the  e igh teen th  cen tu ry , the  owner, Magnus Anderson, b ring ing  

a p ra c t ic a l bookbinder fro m  Edinburgh to  se t up the binding shop th e re . 

I t  was M agnus’ grandson, who, continuing in  the  fa m ily  business, founded 

The  O rcad ian ’ newspaper. F a r th e r  south in  V ic to r ia  S tre e t one o f a 

c lu s te r  o f  sm a ll co tta ges , t ra d it io n a lly  occupied by a r t is a n s , was in  

1803 purchased by R obert B o rw ick f ro m  H array. Th is  man to g e th e r 

w ith  a neighbour and a te n a n t, James Knarston and O liv e r S c o tt,  

com p le ted  the  bu ild ing  on the w est side o f the  s t re e t  to  C lay Loan and 

was responsib le  f o r  estab lish ing  the s tra w -p la it in g  and d is t i l l in g  

in d u s tr ie s  in  the  burgh.

The in tro d u c tio n  o f commerce on a la rg e r scale demanded bo th  

th e  com ple te  conversion o f s tru c tu re s  along the  s t re e t  and th e ir  

ex te n s io n  in to  the  surrounding garden ground and yards. On the  landward 

s ide K irk w a ll was bounded by a series o f quoys and the  fa rm s  o f  Papdale 

and W eyland. To the  w est Pipersquoy lay to  the  south o f the  Peerie  Sea 

and extended to  Hornersquoy through which the  road to  Scapa was cu t.

To  th e  sou th  o f  the  tow n was the  m in is te r 's  glebe and f ro m  the  Clay 

Loan  narfh toPapdale were a series o f quoys -  Q uoyangrie, Butquoy and 

Rowisquoy (now Brandiequoy) -  a l l o f which appeared in  th e  old re n ta ls . 

M any docum ents thus revea l th is  amoebic outw ard g row th  o f  the  burgh.



131

In  1706 R o b e rt M o rr is o n , who had b u i l t  some o f the  houses in  the S trynd, 

acqu ired  f r o m  th e  M a g is tra te s

. . . th e  piece o f w aste  ground ly ing  to  the  n o rth

o f  th e  o ld ru inous c a s tle , 68 fe e t  in  leng th

f r o m  eas t to  w e s t and 28 fe e t  in  b read th

f r o m  sou th  to  n o r th ,  rese rv ing  th a t  the  said

R o b e rt leave as much room  upon the  n o rth  side
29

as a horse and kavet o r horses w ith  loads 

can pass th rough  cons is ting  o f 7 fe e t  in  b read th  

f o r  sa id p a s s a g e '^

Th is  p ro p e r ty  a c e n tu ry  and a h a lf  la te r  became the  C astle  H o te l 

(P la te  34). The houses to  the  n o rth  were se t back f ro m  the  s t re e t  and 

had w a lle d  gardens extending in to  the  line  o f the  p resen t s tre e t.  Thus 

th e  p ro f it - s e e k in g  owner rem oved the  garden w a ll and b u i lt  a row o f 

o n e -s to re y  shops bo rde ring  the  highway. One o f the  tre e s  in  his garden, 

how ever, was allowed to  rem a in  and i t  does so today, being w ide ly  known 

as K irk w a ll 's  'B ig  T re e ' (P la tes  35 and 36). O the r m erchants explo ited 

b o th  t h e ir  p o s itio n  on the  s t re e t  and the  Peerie  Sea. Such an ind iv idua l 

was John T a i t  who, buying the p ro p e rty  o f R obe rt Heddle o f M e ls e tte r  

ly in g  in  A lb e r t  S tre e t ,  demolished the  s tru c tu re  and b u i l t  a new house 

w h ich ,be ing  s e t back f ro m  the  o r ig in a l bu ild ing  lin e , thus widened the 

s t r e e t .  Because o f th is  pub lic gesture  the  Town Council allowed T a it  

to  encroach on th e  shore o f the  Peerie  Sea when he e rected  a storehouse 

a t  th e  f o o t  o f  h is yard .

Expansion also occurred  in to  the  quoys to  the  east o f the  burgh

boundary. In  th e  e a r ly  years o f the  la s t  cen tu ry  S h e r iff  Robertson

abandoned th e  enlarged p ro p e rty  known as 'H e ll ',  th a t  he had purchased
,31f r o m  th e  B a lfo u rs  o f E lw ic k , in  fa v o u r o f 'a i r ie r  q u a rte rs  a t  Butquoy 

w here  he became the  f i r s t  tenan t. H is fo rm e r  home was taken over by 

th e  C ustom s and E xcise s h o r t ly  a fte rw a rd s . A  cen tu ry  e a r lie r  Andrew 

S trang  had also moved eastw ard  a f te r  h is purchase o f a p a r t  o f 

Q uoyang rie , 60 fe e t  by 48 fe e t ,  on which he o u ilt  a dye-house.

S t. C a the rine 's  Quoys, named in  the  old burgh c h a rte rs  and 

wedged between the  lands o f Papdale and W eyland, also became the  s ite  

f o r  b u ild ing  developm ent during  th is  period. S p lit  in to  tw o  sections -



th e  upper and lo w e r quoys -  by a lane f ro m  the  shore to  Papdale, the

ra te  o f  deve lopm ent r e f le c ts  the  in tr ic a c ie s  o f ownership. The lower

quoy fo rm e d  th e  garden o f th e  'G a lle ry ' and even on the  Ordnance

Survey p lan  o f th e  burgh produced in  1880 rem a ins undeveloped. In  fa c t

i t  was n o t u n t i l  th e  c losing years o f the  n ine teen th  cen tu ry  when the

ground had become the  p ro p e rty  o f R o be rt Garden, a loca l m erchan t,

th a t  th e  s i te ,  o r ig in a lly  the  graveyard o f St. O la f's  church, was b u ilt

upon. R o b e rt Garden a t  th a t  t im e  cons truc te d  rows o f back-to -back

te r ra c e d  housing f o r  the  poo re r w o rk ing  class in  the  town. On the

o th e r  hand, th e  upper quoy had been purchased by David D re ve r, 'la te
32

fa rm e r  in  N ew ark , Sanday' in  1804. A lthough owning a house a t the 

n o r th -w e s t co rn e r o f the  quoy he a n tic ip a te d  the  demands, noted much 

la te r  by h is  successor in  the  s o u th e rn  quoy, f o r  w orkm en's houses and 

b u i l t  C a the rine  P lace on the  rem a inder o f his tenem ent. Thus a row o f 

houses b o rd e rin g  the  old lane and severa l sm a ll la te ra l s t re e ts  were 

c o n s tru c te d  to  house many o f the  people d r i f t in g  in  f ro m  the  surrounding 

c o u n trys id e . The Census reco rds  th a t  in  1851 the  eighteen houses o f 

C a th e rin e  P lace contained 59 separa te  house-holds s tre s s in g  the  demand 

o f  th e  p o o re r sections o f the  com m unity.

A d ja ce n t to  C a therine  Place was an ancient s ite  called 'D unk irk '. 

I t  is  n o t c e r ta in  how such a name came to  be a ttached  to  the  p ro p e rty  

b u t i t  is  suggested th a t  the  one -tim e  owner o f the  land, Capta in R obert 

P ap lay , one o f E a r l P a tr ic k 's  com m anders, may have named h is  tenem ent 

a f t e r  one o f th e  E a r l 's  ships. W hatever i t s  o r ig in  the  name rem a ins and 

in  th e  n in e te e n th  ce n tu ry  one o f the  whale f is h in g  companies purchased 

th e  bu ild ings  thus enabling th e ir  employees to  b o il the  whale o il and pack 

th e  b lubbe r in to  b a rre ls  la rg e ly  under cover. This connection, w ith  o il 

con tinues today  as the  old 'O ily  House' is  now the  o f f ic e  prem ises o f 

th e  K irk w a ll O il Depot.

The f i r s t  Ordnance Survey plan o f the burgh revea ls t h a t , in  

a d d it io n  to  th e  s ite s  a lready m entioned, development had proceeded on 

th e  bo rde rs  o f the  old fa rm  o f Papdale (Fig.40). In  1783 Papdale was the  

p ro p e r ty  o f R o be rt La ing , m erchan t and Dean o f G u ild , who appears to  

have secured the  e s ta te  f o r  his h is to r ia n  son, M alco lm . A t  th a t  t im e  

th e  w e s t boundary extended to  the  re a r o f the  p ro p e rt ie s  in  A lb e r t



S tre e t ;  a na rrow  lane s k ir t in g  the back o f the  houses. A n c ien t pub lic 

r ig h ts  o f  w ay, however, were m ainta ined through the  e s ta te  a llow ing 

th e  lo c a l populace access to  the burn f o r  washing and to  i t s  banks f o r  

b leaching.

On th e  death o f his fa th e r  in  1805 M alcolm  sold h is  tow n  house 

and occupied Papdale perm anently. Encroachm ents on the  boundaries o f 

th e  e s ta te  w ere  then  beginning. About 1814 p a rts  o f the  common land 

on th e  E a s t H i l l  were f  eued and po rtions enclosed to  a llow  the  tow n  to  

ra is e  m oney f o r  pub lic purposes. These appear to  have been the  

co m p le tio n  o f the  p ie r  and harbour, the repa iring  and paving o f the  

s t re e ts  and th e  estab lishm en t o f a public school. Thus the  f in e  

G eorg ian s ty le  viHas -  Daisybank, L i ly  Bank and E a s t Bank -  to g e th e r 

w ith  a te r ra c e  along E a s t Road in  the Regency id iom , w ere com pleted 

(P la te s  37 and 38). A t  the same tim e  to  the  south o f the  burn a sm a ll 

square o f  bu ild ings was constructed . A s n u ff m i l l ,  d riven  by th e  w a te r 

pow er o f  th e  bu rn , fo rm ed  one side o f the square, w h ile  opposite James 

D re v e r  had, in  1816, b u ilt  a brewery. When th is  la t t e r  e n te rp rise  

fa ile d  D re  v e r  removed to  a s ite  a t the ju nc tion  o f C a the rine  P lace and 

E a s t Road where he s ta r te d  the m ore p ro f ita b le  a c t iv i ty  o f w h isky 

m aking .

In  1818 M alco lm  Laing died and was succeeded by h is b ro th e r  

Sam uel, one o f the  m o s t popular and lib e ra l P rovos ts  K irkw aH  has 

possessed. I t  has been noted th a t  when the  Town Council was in  

d i f f i c u l t y  over a s ite  f o r  the new G ram m ar School i t  was La ing  who 

o f fe re d  p a r t  o f  h is es ta te  f o r  the  build ing. This p a t te rn  continued.

P lo ts  w e re  feued to  both m in is te rs  o f the U n ited P re sb y te ria n  and 

E p iscopa lian  congregations f o r  the co n s tru c tio n  o f th e ir  church and 

manse (P la te s  39 and 40). La ing ’s s is te r - in - la w , M iss KeHy, fu r th e r  

encouraged development w ith in  the Papdale bounds. Thinking th a t  in  

K irk w a ll th e re  was in s u ff ic ie n t com fo rtab le  accom m odation f o r  

a r t is a n s  she e rected  houses between the burgh school and the  U.P. church 

to  supply th is  lik e ly  need. In  the fo llow ing  decades fu r th e r  detached 

s to n e -b u ilt  v il la s  were ra ised along the east side o f Dundas C rescent to  

l in k  w ith  re s id e n tia l development a t Gallowha' and W a rre n f ie ld  (P la te  41). 

T h is  lady also replaced the old c h a r ity  school th a t  had opened in  1825 a t



th e  f o o t  o f  E a s t Road w ith  a new school in  which f re e  education in  the  

th re e  'R 's ' and sewing was to  be given to  orphan g ir ls  and daughters o f 

th e  v e ry  poor in  an a tte m p t to  make them  s e lf-su p p o rtin g .

T o  the  south  and sou th -w est fu r th e r  bu ild ing development 

o ccu rre d  along W e lling ton  S tre e t, High S tre e t and N icolson S tre e t -  

the  m a in  tho ro u g h fa re s  to  Stromness and Scapa -  b u t i t  was in  the  

re g io n  o f  th e  P eerie  Sea th a t  changes were to  have the  m o s t s ig n if ic a n t 

e f f e c t  on th e  economic expansion o f the burgh.

A s  f a r  back as the  seventeenth cen tu ry  reco rds m entioned the

e x is te n ce  o f  a sm a ll p ie r  on the shore o f K irk w a ll Bay opposite  th e

e n tra n ce  to  B ridge  S tre e t. This landing, however, appears to  have been

p o o rly  c o n s tru c te d  f o r  tra d in g  vessels and up to  the  beginning o f  the

n in e te e n th  ce n tu ry  passengers s t i l l  had to  'e ith e r  leap in to  the  sea o r
33

be c a r r ie d  ashore on m en's shoulders' . The u n s u ita b ility  o f th e  bay 

f o r  anchorage a t  c e rta in  s ta te s  o f the wind and t id e  to g e th e r w ith  the  

inadequacy o f w harfage undoubtedly encouraged the  development o f the  

h a rb o u r o f  S trom ness during these centuries to  the  d e tr im e n t o f the  

c a p ita l.  Thus u n t i l  1811 when the  f i r s t  subs tan tia l p ie r  was e rec ted  i t  

was necessary  f o r  sm a ll vessels to  negotia te  the narrow  oyce to  secure 

anchorage in  the  she lte red  w a te rs  o f the Peerie Sea. The p ro x im ity  

o f  th e  dweUings along the s tre e t  to  the lagoon fa c i l i ta te d  the  conveyance 

o f  goods f r o m  d if fe re n t  p a rts  o f the Mainland d ire c t to  the  tradesm en 

in  K irk w a l l and up to  1840 i t  seems lik e ly  th a t  a lm o s t every fa rm e r  and 

m e rc h a n t in  the  islands was a boatman and able to  manage the  t ra n s p o r t  

o f  h is  own g ra in , c a t t le ,  pea ts , e tc . (F ig .41). In  add ition  to  the  shores 

o f  th e  lagoon boats could be drawn up on the  sloping shingle ridge  called 

th e  A y re . T ra d it io n a lly  held in  common to  allow the  pub lic somewhere 

to  prom enade away f ro m  the ra th e r  in s a n ita ry  conditions o f th e  narrow  

s t r e e t  (P la te  42), the beach was also used f o r  d ry ing  washing and f o r  

b re a k in g  up old boats and build ing new ones. Thus th e re  was pub lic o u tc ry  

when suggestions were pu t fo rw a rd  fo r  the  development o f  the  A yre  f o r  

a num ber o f purposes, v iz : in  1791 James E rsk ine  acquired a p o rt io n  o f 

th e  beach f o r  house bu ild ing , while s h o r t ly  a fte rw a rd s  M alco lm  La ing 

app lied  f o r  a s ite  f o r  a w in d -m ill.



B y th e  e a r ly  decades o f the  n ine teen th  c e n tu ry , however, a 

w ind o f  change was blowing. A t  th a t  t im e  development o u tw ith  the  

anc ien t burgh boundary had become s ig n if ic a n t enough to  expose the 

p rob lem  o f tra n s p o r t in g  goods, especia lly pea ts , to  the  new dwellings 

ly iftg  away f r o m  the  shore. I t  was becoming increas ing ly  essen tia l to  

o f f lo a d  th e  goods f ro m  the  small, boats drawn up on the  shore and c a rry  

th e  o f te n  bu lky  a r t ic le s  by hand, on horseback o r ,  eve n tu a lly , by c a r t.

B u t th e  s t re e ts  and lanes o f K irk w a ll were narrow  and i l l - s u i te d  to  th is  

fo rm  o f  t ra n s p o r t  and in  1818 R obert Baikie o f Tankerness proposed th a t  

a road  be made f ro m  the p ie r to  the School Wynd -  Tankerness Lane -  to  

re lie v e  th e  congestion in  the S tre e t. This suggestion was n o t im plem ented 

u n t i l  1865 when Junction Road was made, tapping the  m a in  s t re e t  a t  every 

lane f r o m  the  harbour to  the  head o f the town.

In  1829 Grainbank was b u ilt  to  the w e s t o f the  Peerie  Sea by the 

cham be rla in  to  the  E a r l o f Zetland. The only con tac t w ith  the  tow n was 

e f fe c te d  by s k ir t in g  the  shore o f the lagoon and using stepping stones 

a c ro ss  th e  C r a f ty  -  a sm a ll m arshy c r o f t  to  the  south o f  the  Peerie  Sea -  

and th e  cham berla in  f in d in g  th is  rou te  inconvenient con s tru c te d  a lig h t  

wooden d raw -b rid ge  across the  Oyce m outh. Thus when the  bridge was 

ra is e d  s m a ll boa ts could s t i l l  e n te r the lagoon to  d ischarge th e ir  cargoes. 

H ow ever, th e  increase in  trad e  encouraged the  use o f m ore s u b s ta n tia l 

sea-go ing  vesse ls , includ ing those powered by s team , which were o f too  

g re a t a d raug h t to  nego tia te  the  Oyce b u t which were s u f f ic ie n t ly  ro b u s t 

t o  endure the  rougher w a te rs  adjacent to  the new p ie rs  extending in to  

K irk w a ll Bay. In  add ition  the decline in  the  use o f w a te r  t ra n s p o r t  in
0 4

fa v o u r  o f  c a r ts  f o r  the  general m ovem ent o f peats to  the  dw ellings 

w ith in  th e  tow n  rendered redundant the  lagoon around w hich th e  e a r lie s t  

s e t t le m e n t  had been established. This rem oval o f tra d e  f ro m  the  P eerie  

Sea to  th e  la rg e r  bay thus allowed a s tro n g  wooden bridge to  be b u i l t  a t  

th e  Oyce m ou th  and veh icu la r t r a f f i c  along th e  A yre  was established.

In  1839 Thomas F le t t  rea lis in g  the  p o te n tia l o f the  Oyce m outh  s ite  

e s tab lishe d  a saw m i l l  a t  the  end o f the  A y re , designing a broad wheel 

w h ich  w ould  r is e  and f a l l  and reverse  w ith  the  ebb and f lo w  o f the  t id e

(P la te  43).

In  1857 the  Orkney Road A c t  was passed and th is  enabled the



im p ro v e m e n t and co n s tru c tio n  o f  roads to  bo th  th e  eas t and w e s t

M ain land thus  emphasising the  im portance o f  K irk w a ll as a ro u te  cen tre .

The o ld  h i l l  road  to  Strom ness was thus abandoned in  fa v o u r  o f  the  shore

side ro u te  w h ich  tra v e rs e d  the  Ayre; a new stone bridge  in  1858 rep lacing

th e  wooden s t ru c tu re  across the  Oyce. This im p rovem en t crea ted  one o f

the  m o s t im p o r ta n t  t r a f f i c  rou tes in  Orkney, The c losu re  o f  th e  P eerie

Sea encouraged re c la m a tio n  o f  the shore to  provide f o r  fu r th e r  bu ild ing ,

e sp e c ia lly  f o r  new in d u s try . Im provem ents th a t  commenced in  the  1860’s

and con tinued  th ro ugho u t the  rem ainder o f the cen tu ry  thus re s u lte d  in

th e  re c la m a tio n  o f  about 18 acres o f  the lagoon, the B road Sands and the  
35

swamps and 'ip e r ' o f  the  C ra f ty .  To re lieve  t r a f f i c  congestion caused

by th e  in c re a se  in  wheeled vehicles nego tia ting  the  na rrow  s t re e t  the

E a r l o f  Z e tla n d  ordered th a t  the  f in a l rem ains o f  S t. C la ir 's  C a s tle  be

rem oved in  1865, tw o  new thorough fares -  C astle  S tre e t and Junction Road

-  be ing  fo rm e d  to  give new access to  the harbour. The appo in tm en t o f

H a rb o u r T ru s te e s  fo llow ing  the A c t  o f  1859 fu r th e r  helped to  focus a l l

t ra d e  on th e  p ie rs  a t  th e  bayhead and in  1866 fo llo w in g  a g r ic u ltu ra l
36

im p ro v e m e n ts  and th e  g row th  o f the  c a t t le  trad e  -  especia lly  f o r  

e x p o rt -  an iro n  p ie r  was construc ted . L a te r  in  the  ce n tu ry  ano the r p ie r  

was e re c te d  to  provide fu r th e r  b e rth s  f o r  the  steam  vessels fro m  L e ith  

and Aberdeen th a t  sa iled on regu la r passage to  Shetland (F ig .42).

The increasing  com m erc ia l p o te n tia l o f  the  burgh accompanied 

as i t  was by a decrease in  the p r o f i t s  to  be gained f ro m  a g r ic u ltu re  

encouraged, as has been m entioned, im m ig ra tio n  on a la rg e  scale. The 

p re s s u re  o f  popu la tion  was such th a t  by 1851 th e re  were on average 7.3 

persons p e r  dw elling  house in  the  burgh. A lthough th is  f ig u re  had 

decreased to  5.7 persons per dwelling in  1891 i t  was s t i l l  m uch h igher 

th a n  t h a t  f o r  S trom ness a t  the same t im e  and concealed much m ore  

severe  overcrow d ing  in  c e rta in  sec to rs  o f  the  tow n (F ig .43). A lthough , 

as in  S trom ness , fem ales exceeded males in  the  r a t io  o f  1.4:1 (1851) 

and 1.3:1 (1891) the  fig u re s  are  lo w e r than those in  the  w e ste rn  burgh 

p o s s ib ly  due to  the  fe w e r males being away f ro m  home in  the  f is h e r ie s , 

th e  Hudson's Bay Company and the  whaling in d u s try . C e rta in ly  i n  the  

m id d le  o f  th e  c e n tu ry  only 5.9% o f the households in  K irk w a ll had the
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fa th e r  absent compared to  8.7% o f the  households in  Strom ness a t  the  

same date. The ta b le  (F ig .44) in d ic a tin g  th e  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  o f  heads o f 

households fo llo w s  rough ly  the  same p a tte rn  as th a t  f o r  th e  younger 

tra d in g  s e ttle m e n t. However, i t  m ay be noted th a t  th e re  is  a h igher 

percentage o f households headed by a m a rr ie d  couple -  app rox im a te ly  

50% -  and a lo w e r percentage by sp in s te rs  o r w idows.

I f  one could ob ta in  f ig u re s  on the  average income o f the

fa m ilie s  recorded in  th e  Census one would undoubtedly f in d  a m arked

d iv is io n  w ith in  the  tow n  -  probably much g re a te r  than  th a t  in  S trom ness.

The occurrence o f w e a lth y  m e rc h a n ts , landed g e n try  o f old O rcadian

fa m il ie s ,  and incom ers in  th e  p ro fess ions  obviously allowed the  fo rm a tio n

o f an upper soc ia l s tra tu m . Shopkeepers and a rtis a n s  o f many types

would fo rm  the  'm idd le  c lass ' w h ile  a t  the  low er end would be numerous

se rva n ts  and casual laboure rs . Indeed, the  Census shows th a t , in  add ition ,

th e re  w ere  in  the  burgh a la rge  num ber o f persons c la s s if ie d  as paupers

and i t  is  l ik e ly  th a t  the  to ta l  o f  167 in  1851 is  an un d e rs ta te m e n t o f  the

tru e  f ig u re . Fea a lm o s t a ce n tu ry  e a r lie r  had rem arked  on the  occurrence

of. the  la rge  num ber f ro m  the  lo w e r classes and in d ica ted  some o f  the

problem s a r is in g  f ro m  th e ir  presence:

'. ..s o  l i t t l e  is  In d u s try  encouraged in  our C o un try ,

th a t  no means can be assigned, by which the

lo w e r class o f people ge t th e ir  bread. B y Reason

o f having no em ploym ent, th e y  m u s t liv e  ve ry

w re tc h e d ly ; they  become in do len t and lazy  to  the

la s t  degree, insom uch, th a t  ra th e r  than  ra ise

Cabbage f o r  th e ir  own use, they  w i l l  s te a l them

fro m  o th e rs , and ins tead  o f being a t  pains to

p repare  the  T u r f ,  w hich th e y  have f o r  the  m ere

tro u b le  o f c u tt in g  up and d ry in g , y e t ,  ra th e r  than

do so , th e y  w i l l  s te a l i t  f ro m  those who are r ic h e r

o r  m ore  in d us trious  than  them selves. Thus they

pass th e ir  days in  w re tchedness, in  ignorance, ard 
37

in  w ickedness' .
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T h a t K irk w a ll so c ie ty  to le ra te d  these people is  obvious in  

th e ir  being allowed to  beg le g a lly  on Saturdays: in  f a c t  the  K irkw a llia ns  

had l i t t l e  a lte rn a tiv e  in  as much as no s o lu tio n  could be o ffe re d  to  the 

prob lem . Even when a poor-house was estab lished  in  the  old church o f 

S t. O la f i t  was o f so s m a ll a size th a t  the  e f fe c t  on the  burgh was 

neg lig ib le . The demand f o r  su itab le  housing f o r  the  lo w e r class was 

considerable and was by no means m e t by David D re ve r bu ild ing  his 

w o rk e rs ' co ttages  in  C a the rine  P lace. E duca tion  was also a p rob lem , 

b u t during  the  la t t e r  p a r t  o f the  e igh teen th  and the  n ine teen th  

ce n tu rie s  c h a r ity  schools were opened in  an a t te m p t to  b e t te r  the  lo t  

o f the  ch ild ren  o f the  poor. One such school, endowed by the  S ocie ty 

f o r  P ro m o tin g  C h ris tia n  Knowledge and s itu a te d  in  a s m a ll co tta ge  a t  

G la itness (P la te  44),ta u g h t between 50 and 60 poor p u p ils , w h ile  the  

fe m a le  c h a r ity  school was im proved by M iss K e lly  in  1846. In  add ition  

th e re  w ere  th re e  sabbath schools and an in fa n t  school, the  la t t e r  

ad jo in ing the  g ram m ar school.

The e c c le s ia s tic s , a t  one t im e  so im p o r ta n t a s e c to r o f the  

co m m u n ity , did w ha t they  could b u t re lig io n  in  Scotland genera lly  was in  

a s ta te  o f  f lu x .  W ith  numerous s e p a ra tis t m ovem ents breaking away 

f ro m  the  P re s b y te r ia n  church th e re  was l i t t l e  money f ro m  these sources 

to  sw e ll the  funds o f  the  poor. Anyway the  Seceders w ere probably 

m ore  inc lined  to  f i l t e r  the  money f ro m  th e ir  co lle c tio n s  in to  the  bu ild ing 

o f la rg e , new churches and the  m in is te r 's  manse. In  the  records i t  is  

noted th a t  as e a rly  as 1793 M alco lm  La ing  had issued a c h a r te r  f o r  land 

ad jacen t to  the  Ba' Lea -  the  t ra d it io n a l burgh fo o tb a ll f ie ld  -  f o r  the  

e re c tio n  o f  the  U n ited  P re sb y te ria n  church. However, by 1805 the  

m ee ting  house appears to  have been inadequate f o r  the  needs o f the  

congregation and La ing  was once m ore  approached f o r  bu ild ing  land. In  

1849 the  old ‘b a rn ’ had been dem olished and a f in e  new church e rec ted  

in  i t s  stead (P la te  39). S im ila r ly  the  Congregational m ee ting  house a t  

the  head o f La ing S tre e t became to o  sm a ll and, having been superseded 

by new prem ises a t  the  B r id g e , t ra n s fe r re d  to  Palace Road in  the  m id ­

n ine teen th  cen tu ry  to  a s ite  obtained f ro m  M r. Laing. L ikew ise  the 

Secession Church o f K irk w a ll,  the  F ree  Church and the  E p iscopalian 

congregation  obtained land on the  e s ta te  o f Papdale. In  c o n tra s t the
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Road and in  f a c t  the  Lave rock  ~ the  old B ishop’s burgh -  contained a 

num ber o f re lig io u s  m ee ting  houses during these cen tu ries .

A lthough  funds were fo rth c o m in g  f o r  these p ro je c ts  the  

c o f fe rs  rem ained em p ty  f o r  long periods when the  poor needed support 

o r  the  various educationa l es tab lishm en ts  needed re p a ir  o r  renewal.

In  m any cases, innova tion  was dependent upon the  conscience o f  the  

w e a lth ie r  m em bers o f the  com m unity. Thus i t  was w ith  th e  founda tion  

o f a h o s p ita l in  the  burgh.

The land to  the  south  o f the  m a in  s t re e t  rem ained f o r  m ary

years in  the  hands o f the  R ichan fa m ily  and by 1789 L ie u t.  W illia m

Richan o f Rapness had possession o f m uch o f th e  p ro p e rty . Having

sought pe rm iss ion  to  e x t ra c t  stones f ro m  the  qu a rry  alongside Scapa

Road he se t about th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f a house ’. ..s u ita b le  f o r  the
3 8accom m odation o f any Orkney gen tlem an’ . U n fo r tu n a te ly  h is w ife ,

a woman o f appa ren tly  ex tra vagan t ta s te s ,  did n o t like  the  bu ild ing  and

fo rc e d  Richan to  buy f ro m  James Copland, m erchan t in  Deerness, the
39

house ’...com m on ly  ca lled the  M eal House' . He then  s e t about

dem olish ing bo th  these dwellings and bu ild ing  a new mansion. Having

fa lle n  in to  debt the  p ro p e rty  passed f ro m  h im  to  the  T ru s te e s  and the

house was sold to  James Shearer, m e rch a n t, on R ichan 's death. A bout

th is  t im e  John B a lfo u r  o f T renab ie , who had prospered in  h is l i f e  away

f ro m  O rkney, rea lised  K irk w a ll’s need f o r  a hosp ita l. Thus in  1836 he

’appointed tru s te e s  and gave a la rge  p o r t io n  o f h is  fo r tu n e  f o r  bu ild ing ,
40

fu rn is h in g  and endowing such an in s t i tu t io n ’ . The g i f t  com prised 

£20,000 in  M exican Bonds w h ich , due to  d e p re c ia tion , only rea lised  

£6,049.8 .1d, on th e ir  sale. However, th is  money was invested  and the  

in te re s t  allowed to  accum ulate u n t i l  1845 when Shearer’ s m ansion was 

purchased and the  G eneral H osp ita l s e t up w ith  a m a tro n  and vo lu n ta ry  

s t a f f  o f  fo u r  lo ca l doc to rs . A lthough  known o r ig in a lly  as the  'O rkney 

H o s p ita l’ , i t s  name was changed in  1853 to  the  'B a lfo u r  Orkney H o s p ita l’ 

and some years la te r  to  the  ’B a lfo u r H o s p ita l’. Between 1845 and 1870 

the  T rus tees  used accum ulated revenue to  purchase adjacent p ro p e rty  

and in  1874 one house was converted in to  a fe v e r  h o s p ita l w ith  a 

perm anent nu rse ,bu t proved too  sm all. Two o th e r houses were used f o r
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a h o s p ita l f o r  in fe c tio u s  diseases in  1883 b u t s ix  years la te r  a new 

f  ever h o s p ita l had to  be b u i l t  and th is  was enlarged a t  the  tu rn  o f the 

cen tu ry .

F u r th e r  im provem ents  w ere fo rth c o m in g  and Anderson w r ite s  

in  1884 th a t

’...d u r in g  the  p as t fe w  years the  tow n has been much

im proved. I t  has a w a te r  and drainage scheme o f

which any tow n  in  Scotland m ig h t be proud and which
41

has co s t a sum o f about £14,000’.

Th is  was o f  g re a t b e n e fit  to  th e  com m un ity  as a whole b u t p a r t ic u la r ly  

to  those poo re r people who had no access to  th e ir  own p r iv a te  w e ll and 

had, th e re fo re ,  been requ ired  to  c a r ry  w a te r  home along the  s t re e t  f ro m  

pub lic  pumps. A n o th e r pub lic  u t i l i t y  in troduced  in  the  n ine teen th  cen tu ry  

was the  m a nu fac tu re  o f gas p a r t ic u la r ly  f o r  pub lic lig h tin g . In  1810 the  

F i r s t  London Gas Company rece ived a c h a r te r  f o r  the  m a nu fac tu re  o f 

coal gas b u t by 1838 a lo ca l company had been fo rm ed . In  a d d ition  p r iv a te  

ind iv idua ls  made gas, occasiona lly w ith  d isas trous  re s u lts . There were 

successes,however, and one ind iv idua l named Eunson, who was the  f i r s t  

person to  l ig h t  h is  shop w ith  gas lamps ra th e r  than  candles, proceeded 

to  England where he was appointed as manager o f  the  W olverham pton 

Gas W orks.

’. . .B u t  w ith  a l l these im p rovem en ts , the  tow n

when looked a t f ro m  the  p ie r ,  has a fo re ig n
42

an tiqua ted  appearance' .

The continu ing existence in to  the  succeeding cen tu ries  o f many 

o f  th e  old public bu ild ings th a t  w ere founded in  the  days when the  earldom  

flo u r is h e d  undoubtedly focussed the  a t te n t io n  o f the  s c a tte re d  ru ra l 

popu la tion  on the  tow n  sh e lte rin g  in  the  low s tra th .  B u t  i t  was during 

these c e n tu r ie s , probably m ore than  any th a t  had gone b e fo re , th a t  the  

v iew  o f the  sp ire  o f S t. Magnus proved to  be the  goal f o r  p ilg rim age  f o r  

so m any -  a v is io n  th a t  o ffe re d  r e l ie f  f ro m  the  hardships o f the  c ro ft in g  

l i f e  on a rem o te  is land and prom ise  o f em ploym ent and e n te rta in m e n t, 

o f  s u f f ic ie n t  food  and money to  spare. Sadly,as the records re la te ,  

m any o f these incom ers died in  re la t iv e  o b s c u rity  in  the  overcrowded 

hovels bo rde ring  the  s tre e t.  Y e t progress was made and possib ly the
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increase in  com m unications -  by land and sea -  played a m a jo r ro le  in  

the  c re a tio n  o£ a s ym b io tic  re la tio n s h ip  between K irk w a ll and the  

landward areas and is lands and led to  the  e s tab lishm en t o f an Orcadian 

id e n t ity  a t  th is  t im e . The fo rm e r ly  iso la te d  s e l f - s u f f ic ie n t  u n its  were 

thus phys ica lly  and psycho log ica lly  linked and K irk w a ll was no longer fo rce d  

to  re m a in  a c a p ita l in  name only b u t was able to  im p lem en t i t s  powers over 

th e  e n tire  com m unity . Thus w ith  an increase in  l i te ra c y  genera lly , 

to g e th e r w ith  ad d itio n a l fa c i l i t ie s  f o r  soc ia l in te rco u rse  among a l l s t ra ta  

o f s o c ie ty ,th e  soc ia l and economic developm ent o f the  is land group was 

la rg e ly  fre e d  f ro m  i t s  dependence on the  in it ia t iv e  o f i t s  w e a lth ie r  

m em bers. The t im e  was then  r ig h t  f o r  the  fo rm u la tio n  o f  County p o licy  

to  a llow  O rkney as a w ho le , and th e  burghs o f  K irk w a ll and Strom ness in  

p a r t ic u la r ,  to  proceed in to  the  tw e n t ie th  cen tu ry .
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CHAPTER VII

D uring  the  p resen t ce n tu ry  i t  has been the  e f fe c t  o f bo th  

K irk w a ll and S trom ness as reg iona l cen tres  th a t  has co n tro lle d  the  

economic developm ent o f the  burghs. W ith  im provem ents  in  

com m unica tions bo th  on land and sea the  tow ns ' sphere o f in fluence  

enlarged: in  the  case o f S trom ness to  include much o f the  w e s t Mainland 

and the  sou thern  is le s  w ith  K irk w a ll dom inating  the  n o rth e rn  is le s , the 

ea s te rn  group o f the  South Isles and the  eas t Mainland. However, the  

im po rtance  o f K irk w a ll as the  is land c a p ita l and sea t o f the  County 

Council means ih a t desp ite  these reg iona l linkages K irk w a ll e f fe c t iv e ly  

conta ins the  whole O rcadian arch ipelago w ith in  i t s  urban f ie ld .  Thus w ith  

th is  changing emphasis the  socio-econom ic s tru c tu re  is  seen to  r e f le c t  

Cbunty p o licy  and n o t m e re ly  the  whim s o f ind iv idua ls liv in g  w ith in  

d is c re te  and co m p a ra tive ly  iso la te d  cen tres .

D u ring  the  previous cen tu ry  the  is land economy had developed 

in  tw o  im p o r ta n t sec tions : a g r ic u ltu re  and f is h in g . In  the  landward areas 

a g r ic u ltu ra l im provem ents  includ ing the  re -d iv is io n  o f fa rm  u n its  by 

land lords and the  adoption o f new m ethods o f c u lt iv a t io n  had, to g e th e r 

w ith  im proved sea com m unica tions, encouraged the  expansion o f the  

e x p o rt tra d e  in  fa rm  produce. The in d u s try  has been fu r th e r  s tim u la te d  

during the  tw e n t ie th  cen tu ry  by the  need f o r  food  p roduc tion  during the 

tw o  w o rld  w a rs , and G overnm ent po lic ies  o f subsid is ing a g r ic u ltu re .

The m a in  component o f the  in d u s try  -  liv e s to c k  re a r in g  -  has thus 

f lo u r is h e d  and has been accompanied by increased e f f ic ie n c y  in  cropping. 

However, th e re  have been declin ing s e c to rs  o f which probably the  m o s t 

s ig n if ic a n t has been the  decrease in  p o u ltry  and egg p rodu c tion  in  i t s  

e f fe c ts ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  on fem a le  em ploym ent. Increas ing  m echan isation 

has also had a d e tr im e n ta l e f fe c t  on em ploym ent and by reducing the  

need f o r  la rge  num bers o f fa rm  w o rke rs  has re s u lte d  in  a m arked 

depopulation o f many o f the  islands.

Towards the  end o f the  n ine teen th  cen tu ry  the  f is h in g  in d u s try  

to o  had begun to  p lay an inc reas ing ly  im p o r ta n t ro le  in  the  economic 

s tru c tu re  o f the  com m unity and i t s  e f fe c ts  p a r t ic u la r ly  on Strom ness 

had been m arked. However, h e rr in g  m ovem ents proved e r ra t ic  and the
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booms and slumps in  the  in d u s try  had serious repurcussions on the 

economic s ta b ility ,, Thus the  reco rds  note th a t  in  1900 a d isastrous 

season produced a landing o£ only 3740 craris w h ile  in  the  fo llo w in g  

year 43,594 crans w ere caught. I t  was th is  un re liab le  na tu re  o f the  

season th a t  k ille d  S trom ness as a h e rr in g  p o r t  and by 1908 numbers o f 

cu re rs  had fa lle n  to  5. B e fo re  the  f i r s t  W o rld  W ar the  in d u s try  was 

dead. However f is h in g  has continued w ith  a re ve rs io n  to  w h ite f is h ,  crabs 

and lo b s te rs  th a t ,  as the  e a rly  reco rds  in d ic a te , had long been the  basis 

f o r  the  in d u s try  in  the  n o rth e rn  w a te rs .

W ith in  th e ir  reg iona l fra m e w o rk  K irk w a ll and S trom ness have, 

th e re fo re ,  estab lished th e ir  ro le  to  va ry ing  degrees as m a rk e t cen tres  

f o r  bo th  these se c to rs  o f the  economy. K irk w a ll A u c tio n  M a r t  thus 

handles th e  a g r ic u ltu ra l produce f ro m  the  n o r th  and eas t expo rtin g  

p r in c ip a lly  to  Aberdeen, w h ile  the  W est M ainland M a r t  in  S trom ness 

channels the  s to ck  th rough  S crabs te r and W ick -  t ra d it io n a l po in ts  o f 

c o n ta c t f o r  the  w e s te rn  burgh. A l l  produce f o r  e xp o rt f ro m  Orkney m u s t 

th e re fo re  pass th rough  K irk w a ll o r S trom ness and s tock  is  genera lly  sold 

in  one o f fo u r  w ays, v iz :

th rough  the  M a rts  to  buyers f ro m  the  sou th , 

shipped d ire c t  by fa rm e rs  f ro m  K irk w a ll to  

Aberdeen to  be sold a t  the  Aberdeen M a r t ,  

t o  dealers f ro m  Aberdeen who buy s to re  c a t t le  

on Orkney fa rm s  and arrange sh ipm ent and sale 

to  Aberdeenshire fa rm e r s , 

o r  to  F a t  S tock M a rke tin g  C o rpo ra tion  who buy f a t

c a t t le  in  O rkney and ship them  to  be s laughtered in  Aberdeen. 

A lthough  the  t ra d it io n a l e x p o rt has been o f s to re  c a t t le  and sheep the  

loss o f  revenue on beasts exported  f o r  sale in  Aberdeen due to  w e igh t 

re d u c tio n  in  t r a n s it  is  encouraging the  fa t te n in g  and s laugh te r o f beasts 

in  the  is lands and th e  e xp o rt o f carcases to  the  S c o ttis h  mainland. The 

th ro ughp u t in  bo th  these m a r ts  has shown, in  the  p o s t-w a r e ra , a 

d e f in ite  upward tre n d  although the  numbers have rem ained low er in  the  

w e s te rn  burgh -  sh ipm ents f ro m  Strom ness averaging less than  20% o f 

the  t o ta l  -  due to  i t s  re s t r ic te d  sphere o f in fluence . The tu rn o v e r o f 

K irk w a ll M a r t ,  th e re fo re ,  was in  the  reg ion  o f £3m in  1972 -  an increase 

o f £800,000 on the  previous season.



Throughput K irk w a ll M a rt :

G a tt le 1971 1972 Sheep 1971 1972

S tores 17315 19018 S tores 7122 7663

F a t 1264 1024 F a t 9959 11034

F a rro w s 2055 1745 FM C 8337 5768

Calves 774 620

FM C 437 273

W hile  f ig u re s  f o r  s to re  c a t t le  and f a t  sheep increase , the  num ber o f 

beasts  sold to  the  F a ts to c k  M a rke tin g  C o rp o ra tio n  has shown a decline.

The num bers o f pigs and horses a re  genera lly  sm a ll and f lu c tu a te  l i t t l e .  

Thus in  1972 the  N o rth  o f Scotland Shipping Company exported  to ta ls  o f 

23,248 c a t t le ,  32,914 sheep, 85 pigs and 328 horses.

A ssoc ia ted  w ith  th is  e xp o rt tra d e  o f an im als are  the  processing 

in d u s tr ie s  involved w ith  a g r ic u ltu ra l produce. A lthough  th e re  has been a 

general decline in  the  num ber o f pigs and p o u ltry  handled in  the  is lands -  

genera lly  the  re s u lt  o f  increased c o m p e tit io n  f ro m  the  south  -  some fa rm s  

do m a in ta in  p rodu c tion  and p o u ltry  grading and bacon processing are found 

in  the  H a ts to n  in d u s tr ia l zone to  the  w e s t o f K irk w a ll.  B o th  p o u ltry  and 

eggs are  now graded and packed in  K irk w a ll,  the  egg packing s ta t io n  in  

S trom ness having closed severa l years ago fo llo w in g  a p o lic y  o f 

c e n tra lis a t io n  o f a declin ing in d u s try . In  c o n tra s t,  how ever, bacon 

processing appears to  be an expanding in d u s try  w ith  lo c a lly  s laughtered 

pigs being used in  the  m a nu fac tu re  o f p ies , sausages, e tc .

D uring  W orld  W ar I I  the  increased demand f o r  liq u id  m ilk  occasioned 

by the  in f lu x  o f se rv ice  personnel led  to  a g re a te r  emphasis being placed on 

d a iry  c a tt le .  However, tow ards  the  end o f the  w a r i t  was rea lised  th a t  no 

o u t le t  would be availab le f o r  th e  m ilk  w ith  the  re d u c tio n  o f the  m i l i ta r y  

popula tion. The fa rm e rs ,  having s u ffe re d  s im ila r ly  a f te r  the  f i r s t  W orld  

W a r, approached the  G overnm ent and began neg o tia tion s  to  enable a M ilk  

M a rke tin g  scheme to  be s e t up. On 1 s t Ju ly, 1946, a fa c to ry  in  converted 

nissen h u ts  was opened to  handle 500 gallons pe r day. An increase in  in take  

to  2000 gallons p u t p ressu re  on the  p rem ises and thus extension o f 

f a c i l i t ie s  became essen tia l. In  1950 the  M ilk  M a rke ting  Board took  over



com plete re s p o n s ib ility  f o r  the Orkney schemes and, due to fu r th e r  

increases in  surp lus m ilk  f o r  m anufactu re , new specia lly  designed 

prem ises to the south-east o f the burgh were opened in  1959. The 

cream ery,em p loy ing  c.50 unsk illed  and se m i-s k ille d  w orkers,produces 

b u tte r and cheese which is  sold w ide ly  throughout B r ita in .

However, in  spite o f th e ir  fu n c tio n  as m arke ting  centres i t  is  

undoubtedly K irk w a ll that has dominance as an a g r ic u ltu ra l se rv ice  centre. 

The m ain processing plants f o r  a g r ic u ltu ra l products are  in  the cap ita l 

as has been mentioned but in  add ition there are  f i r m s  seUing and se rv ic ing  

a g r ic u ltu ra l m achinery. T h is  trade , situated la rg e ly  in  the in d u s tr ia l 

zone: at Hatston and that bo rde ring  Junction Road, has developed in  

im portance w ith  the increas ing  m echanisation o f a g ricu ltu re  in  general. 

L im ite d  in  its  m arke t func tion  and contacts w ith  the a g r ic u ltu ra l areas 

and la rge  urban centres in  Scotland, Stromness has no se rv ice  indus try  

o f  th is  type w ith in  its  boundary.

In  con tras t to its  a g r ic u ltu ra l im portance Stromness, as o f  old, 

re f le c ts  its  continuing dependence on f is h in g  in  its  economic s truc tu re .

W ith  the decKne o f  the h e rr in g  the f is h in g  in dus try  was fo rc e d  to  tu rn  

p r in c ip a lly  to s h e llf is h  and the in troduction  o f m otorised boats instead o f 

the open yawls o f the past increased the e ff ic ie n c y  o f the indus try . D uring  

the f i r s t  h a lf  century ind iv idua l fish e rm e n  were responsib le  f o r  selHng 

th e ir  catches to M e il's  in  K irk w a ll o r d ire c t to B illingsga te . However, the 

tim e  spent in  tra n s it  reduced the qua lity  o f the goods and i t  was only in  

1953 w ith  the establishm ent o f a processing fa c to ry  in  Stromness by the 

Orkney F ishe rm en 's  Society that the m arke ting  side o f the in dus try  became 

rationaHsed. Thus at the present tim e there are  somewhere in  the reg ion  

o f 500 boats reg is te red  f o r  fis h in g . A lthough m ostly  o f a sm a ll s ize , 

em ploying a Hm ited crew ,the a v a ila b ility  o f la rg e r  boats specia lly  designed 

fo r  the lo bs te r and crab indus try  is  encouraging g rea te r cooperation between 

ind iv idua ls . N inety per cent o f  the lobs te rs  are shipped Hve to England 

and W estern Europe -  genera lly  by a ir  because o f th e ir  high value. C rabs, 

however, are e n tire ly  processed because th e ir  value does not a llow  

c a re fu l handling and use o f the rap id  tra n sp o rt lin k s  that would ensure th e ir 

a r r iv a l a t the m arke ts  in  good condition. Only about one per cent o f the 

to ta l income f ro m  f is h in g  is  now derived f ro m  white f is h  and i t  is  notable



that K irk w a ll is  o f l i t t le  im portance in  th is  in d u s try  in  general when 

compared to Stromness.

However, the tra d it io n a l sea contacts have encouraged,in both 

urban centres,the continuation o f one branch o f in dus try  -  that o f boat­

bu ild ing . D u ring  the nineteenth century a considerable num ber o f boats 

had been constructed a t the ya rd  at Garson belonging to the Copland 

b ro th e rs , and that a t Ness belonging to J. Stanger. In  add ition , both 

M ackay's and Anderson 's ya rds were opened in  the town. L it t le  trace  is  

to  be found o f the Copland and Stanger yards at the present tim e; the 

la tte r ,  being occupied by a tangle processing company and by the a rm y 

during  W orld  W ar I I  p r io r  to its  conversion by Stanley C u rs ite r  in to  a 

dw e lling  house.

In 1964, how ever, James Anderson in h e rit in g  h is  grand fa th e r 's  

f i r m  in  a sm a ll yard  in  the centre o f  town acquired a s ite a t the Point o f  

Ness f ro m  the Town Council. There  he b u ilt  a shed and launching sHp, 

adjacent to the fo rm e r  ya rd . A lthough business has fluc tua ted  the Anderson' 

ya rd , em ploying c.30 men, is  the la rg e s t in  Orkney and plans are now being 

put fo rw a rd  f o r  expansion over the adjo in ing p rope rty  to enable a fu r th e r  

250 fe e t o f  undercover bu ild ing  berths and a new slipway to be b u ilt  to 

p e rm it the construction  o f la rg e r ,  deeper draught vessels. The f i r m  now 

o f fe rs  a complete design and bu ild ing  se rv ice , producing tra d it io n a l wooden 

c r a f t  and completed vesse ls in  steel and glass f ib re .  Steel ships are  f it te d  

out under con trac t w ith  a W hitby f i r m  who produce engined hu lls . Contact 

w ith  th is  f i r m  alone is  lik e ly  to b rin g  in  o rde rs  w o rth  over £ lm  in  the next 

fe w  years. In  add ition 50 -  60 fo o t h u lls  produced by H a lm atic  (Scotland) 

L im ite d  at Hatston, K irk w a ll are fin ished  in  the yard . To lessen th e ir  

dependence on the f is h in g  in dus try  -  whose fo rtu n e s  have fluc tua ted  so 

fre q u e n tly  in  the past -  cabin c ru is e rs  aimed at the p leasure boat industry  

and c r a f t  spec ia lly  adapted f o r  sea angling are a lso in  production. M ackay's 

B oa tya rd , sited in  a shed at the p ie r head in  Strom ness, is  on a much 

sm a lle r scale. Em ploying only s ix  men i t  produces sm a lle r f is h in g  vessels 

and dinghies.

In  previous centuries l i t t le  a c tiv ity  in  the boa t-bu ild ing  f ie ld  was 

found in  K irk w a ll.  However, in  November 1971 H a lm atic  (Scotland) L im ite d , 

a subsid ia ry  o f H a lm atic  L im ite d , Havant, Ham psh ire , which pioneered
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th e  use o£ re in fo rc e d  p la s t ic  in  the  B r i t is h  m arine  in d u s try , s e t up a 

p ro d u c tio n  ce n tre  in  an old hangar a t  the  H a ts to n  base. The ir hu lls  are 

m oulded to  be f i t t e d  ou t la te r  in  the  o th e r O rcadian yards.

In  June 1973 !The O rcad ian1 newspaper published f ig u re s  f o r  

O rkney's gross C ounty p rodu c t w h ich , am ounting to  £7,133,000 -  an 

increase o f  14.5% on the  previous to ta l  -  was broken down in to  a number 

o f  components. Thus a g r ic u ltu re ,  to  the  value o f £4 ,400 ,000 , was seen 

as the  m o s t im p o r ta n t p a r t  o f the  economy, fo llow e d  c lose ly  by d is t i l l in g -  

£1,400,000. The o th e r m a jo r components l is te d  w ere  f is h in g  (£288,000), 

k n itw e a r (£230,000) to u r is m  (£548,000) and b o a t-b u ild in g  (£267,000) and 

emphasised the  la rg e ly  t ra d it io n a l base o f the  economic s tru c tu re .

Unlike M acPherson's d is t i l le r y ,  producing 'O ld O rkney' w h isky , 

ad jacen t to  the  May B u rn  a t the  south  end o f Strom ness which was closed 

w ith in  the  e a r ly  decades o f the  p resen t c e n tu ry , the  d is t i l le r ie s  in  and 

around K irk w a ll continue to  f lo u r is h . A t  p resen t the  Highland P a rk  

d is t i l le r y  (P la te  45), founded in  1798, is n o t only the  m o s t n o r th e r ly  b u t 

one o f the  la rg e s t in  Scotland. Now s itu a te d  on an extensive s ite  about a 

m ile  to  the  s o u th -e a s t o f the  ce n tre  o f the  burgh i t  com prises o f f ic e s ,  

bu ild ings f o r  fe rm e n t in g , d ry in g , b rew ing , and d is t i l l in g ,  plus warehouses 

and s to re s . A lthough  o u tw ith  the  burgh Scapa d is t i l le r y ,  estab lished in  

1884, a ls o  c o n tr ib u te s  to  the  w e a lth  f ro m  the  in d u s try  and i t s  p ro d u c t, 

lik e  th a t  f r o m  i t s  neighbour, is  la rg e ly  sen t to  C e n tra l Scotland, where i t  

is  blended and b o tt le d . In  t o ta l  the  tw o  un its em ploy about 50 men and 

th is  f ig u re ,  lik e  th a t  f o r  o u tp u t, va ries  only s lig h t ly . A lthough  th e  5000 

acres o f  H o b b is te r M oor provide peats and w a te r  is  available f ro m  lo ca l 

s p rin g s , the  m a jo r ity  o f the  raw  m a te r ia ls  used in  the  in d u s try  have to  be 

im p o rte d . Thus coke a rr iv e s  f ro m  South Scotland and N o rth -E a s t England, 

b a r le y  f ro m  Y o rksh ire  and M oraysh ire  and yeasts  f ro m  South Scotland by 

a rrangem ent w ith  the  D is t i l le r s  Company L im ite d . A d d itio n a l revenue, 

how ever, is  found in  the  weekly sale o f w e t d r a f f  to  d a iry  fa rm e rs  -  a 

supply which appears to  have d i f f ic u l t y  in  m ee ting  th e  demand.

The to u r is t  in d u s try  is  probably one o f the  m o s t ra p id ly  expanding 

in d u s tr ie s  in  the  County a t the  p resen t t im e . W hile K irk w a ll is  the  n a tu ra l 

focus  f o r  v is ito rs  a r r iv in g  by a i r ,  o r  sea f ro m  Aberdeen o r L e rw ic k , 

S trom ness a t t r a c ts  those to u r is ts  who t ra v e l n o rth  by r a i l  and coach o r by



ca r to T hu rso  and undertake the sho rte r sea journey f ro m  Scrabster.

Both centres a re  im po rtan t a ttrac tion s  in  th e ir  own r ig h t both because 

o f the charm  and charac te r o f th e ir  s tree ts  and the am enities o ffe re d  

to to u r is ts  in  the a v a ila b ility  o f  ho te l and boarding-house accommodation, 

access to sea and bus t r ip s ,  and cinema shows, museums, lib ra r ie s  and, 

in  the case o f  K irk w a ll,  h is to r ic  monuments. Outw ith the burghs other 

opportun ities ex is t f o r  pursu ing outdoor sports inc lud ing  g o lf  and fis h in g , 

and m ore specia lised studies o f na tu ra l h is to ry  and archaeology. I t  is  

to be hoped, th e re fo re , that in  an e f fo r t  to accommodate the lik e ly  

increase in  tourism ,deve lopm ent w ith in  the burghs w i l l  not de trac t f ro m  

the in tim a cy  o f the ancient settlem ents and th e ir  cha rac te r, so much a 

product o f  h is to r ic a l development, w i l l  not be destroyed.

The only o ther secto r o f indus try  which makes a notable 

con tribu tion  to the wealth o f  the Orkney Islands is  that invo lv ing  tex tile  

m anufactu re  and kn ittin g . The m ain weavers -  A rgarden  Tweeds L im ite d  

and Norsaga Tweeds -  are both established in  K irk w a ll and m anufacture  

c lo th , rugs and tie s  using im ported  Scottish and Orcadian wool. F in ish ing , 

how ever, is  genera lly  c a rrie d  out away f ro m  Orkney, the m ain centres 

being Stornoway and Hawick. Products are  sold w ith in  the is lands but the 

m a jo r ity  o f  the goods are m arketed w ith in  G reat B r ita in  o r N orth A m erica . 

In add ition a fe w  ind iv idua ls  have con tact w ith  a G alashiels f i r m  which 

o rde rs  tweeds,rugs and scarves.

O ther m anu factu ring  indus try  -  essen tia lly  c r a f t  based -  is  on a 

v e ry  sm a ll scale and is  genera lly  concentrated in  K irk w a ll.  A  sm a ll f i r m  

o f  jo in e rs  m aking the tra d it io n a l Orkney ch a ir is  situated in  a hut on 

Brandyquoy to the east o f the Cathedral. Wood is  im ported  f ro m  Japan, 

sea-grass f ro m  London and straw  f ro m  Papa We stray. The h igh ly  sk illed  

labour fo rc e  genera lly  m anufactures to o rd e r, the p r in c ip a l buyers being 

f ro m  U.S.A, the Continent and Commonwealth. B aske try  also employs a 

fe w  h igh ly  sk illed  w o rke rs  and the products are sent to va rious  m arkets 

in  G reat B r ita in . Jew ellery m aking, another c r a f t  in dus try  fin d in g  buyers 

throughout the w o rld , uses s ilv e r  im ported  f ro m  London and stones f ro m  

the west o f  Scotland. Many o f the designs are  based on tra d it io n a l Orcadian 

sym bols ye t these are employed to create in te res tin g  pieces o f modern 

je w e lle ry . P rin tin g  f i r m s  are found in  both centres o f population, those



in  K irk w a ll being p r in c ip a lly  associated w ith  the lo ca l newspaper. In 

add ition ce rta in  food m anufactu ring  in d u s trie s  are  located in  both 

K irk w a ll and Stromness. Includ ing a lemonade fa c to ry  and bake ries , 

they essen tia lly  supply the lo ca l m arke t.

By f a r  the la rg e s t num ber o f employees in  the two burghs are  in  

the f ie ld s  o f  te r t ia ry  in dus try  -  the serv ices. Includ ing p ro fess io na l 

se rv ices such as those o f a doc to r, teacher and la w ye r, the indus try  also 

invo lves the la rg e r  mass o f the w o rk ing  population em ployed,in va rious 

capacities, in  shops and o f f ic e s  throughout the burghs and those provid ing 

bu ild ing , m arke ting  and engineering serv ices together w ith  pub lic u t il it ie s .

Since the New S ta tis tica l Account commented in  the f i r s t  h a lf  o f 

the nineteenth century  that a lm ost every house in  m ost p a rts  o f  K irk w a ll 

contained a shop the com m erc ia l nature o f the p rin c ip a l s tree t has 

rem ained la rg e ly  unchanged. Increasing population and opportun ities f o r  

trade encouraged the conversion o f fo rm e r  re s id e n tia l qua rte rs  a t an e a rly  

date and resu lted  in  a spread o f housing outw ith the boundary o f the old 

burgh. W ith the re c la m a tio n  o f p a rt o f the Peerie  Sea: a fe w  shops, 

espec ia lly  those dealing w ith  fu rn itu re  and s im ila r ly  la rge  objects, have 

been constructed along Junction Road. The d if fe re n t  se rv ices o ffe re d  by 

these re ta il p rem ises , especia lly  those f o r  g roce rie s  and c lo thes, re f le c t  

the county -  w ide sphere o f in fluence  o f K irk w a ll shops: the num bers being 

g rea te r than those demanded by the population o f the burgh alone. In 

add ition to the shops th is  p a rt o f the town contains ho te ls , res tau ran ts , 

banks, a d m in is tra tive  and p ro fess io na l o f f ic e s ,  the newspaper o f f ic e  and 

the G eneral Post O ff ic e . Extensive warehousing fa c i l i t ie s ,  linked w ith  

the p o rt fu n c tio n  and need to  im p o rt and export so many com m odities, are 

a lso found away f ro m  ’the S tree t' and p a r t ic u la r ly  in  the Junction Road 

area. Em phasising its  fu n c tio n  as a reg io na l centre many o f the K irk w a ll 

shops, banks, etc. have vans and boats that tra v e l to serv ice  the outly ing 

com m unities.

L ike  the cap ita l, Stromness also contains m ost o f  its  com m erc ia l 

p rem ises along its  m ain s tree t although detailed ana lys is , ca rr ie d  out in  

subsequent chapters, revea ls  as f o r  K irk w a ll the d is tin c t func tiona l 

zonation that has developed w ith in  the burgh in  recent decades. In 

Strom ness, however, there are no branches o f m u ltip le  stores apart



f ro m  the  S c o tt is h  C ooperative  W holesale S ocie ty  and the  showroom o f 

the  N o rth  o f Scotland H y d ro -E le c tr ic  Board; the  shops being in  the  hands 

o f lo ca l owners.

B u ild ing  tra d e s  are represen ted  in  K irk w a ll and S trom ness and 

e x is t  in  the  new in d u s tr ia l zones: Junction Road and H a ts to n  in  K irk w a ll,  

and the  N o rth  End in  S trom ness. A lthough  p r in c ip a lly  engaged in  

c o n s tru c tio n  w ith in  the  s e ttle m e n ts  the m ain  f i r m s ,  espec ia lly  those in  

the  c a p ita l,  undertake haulage w o rk  and p ro je c ts  th roughou t the  Mainland 

and is lands. P ub lic  demand f o r  power s ta t io n s , extensions to  public 

bu ild ings such as the  lo ca l schools, and council housing, to g e th e r w ith  

r u ra l bu ild ing  schemes has been a s tim u lu s  f o r  g ro w th  in  the  co n s tru c tio n  

in d u s try  th ro ugho u t the  Orkneys. A ssoc ia ted  w ith  th is  in d u s try  are  the  

qua rry ing  e n te rp rise s  and concre te  b lock m a nu fac tu re  o f severa l lo ca l 

f i r m s  estab lished in  bo th  the  m ain  urban cen tres .

The rem a ind e r o f the  in d u s tr ia l se c to rs  com prise garages and 

m o to r  eng ineers, and the  p rodu c tion  p lan ts  f o r  the Gas Companies and 

H y d ro -E le c tr ic  Board. Several f i r m s  e x is tin g  in  S trom ness and K irk w a ll 

a re  connected w ith  the  m o to r  in d u s try . In  a d d ition  to  s e llin g , h ir in g  and 

re p a ir in g  veh ic les , the  im p o r ta n t co n ta c t w ith  the  co u n try  d is t r ic t s  is  

m a in ta ined  by the  bus se rv ice  run  by one o f these f i r m s .  As w e ll as 

p rov id ing  a means o f t ra v e l to  the  shopping cen tres  f o r  co u n try  fo lk  the 

buses also ru n  a d e live ry  se rv ice  f o r  parce ls.

The Gas in s ta lla t io n s  are found in  close p ro x im ity  to  the  

com m erc ia l cen tres  o f the  s e ttle m e n ts . Im p o rtin g  coal and coke f ro m  

Scotland they  provide gas th ro ugho u t the m a in  b u ilt -u p  areas. K irk w a ll,  

how ever, also possesses a genera ting  s ta t io n  run  by the  N o rth  o f Scotland 

H y d ro -E le c tr ic  Board which supplies Strom ness and the  landward areas 

by cable. In  the  la s t  tw o  years a new and enlarged Power S ta tio n  has been 

e rec ted  on a s ite  a t  the  eas te rn  shore o f the  Peerie  Sea to  a llow  the  ou tp u t 

to  be increased to  m e e t the  grow ing demand (P la te  46).

The expansion o f K irk w a ll as a com m e rc ia l and d is tr ib u t iv e  cen tre  

is  la rg e ly  the  re s u lt  o f i t s  a c c e s s ib ility  and the  p resen t system  o f 

com m un ica tions, developed during the  la s t  hundred yea rs , has played an 

im p o r ta n t p a r t  in  th is  development. P r io r  to  1857 land tra n s p o r t  was



l im ite d , the sea acting as the m ain  thorough fa re  between points on the 

Mainland as w e ll as between is lands. However,the im provem ents fo llo w in g  

the Orkney Road A c t changed the situation,he lp ing to unite the scattered 

a g r ic u ltu ra l townships w ith  the cap ita l. Thus access was gained to the 

m arke ts  and other se rv ices provided by K irk w a ll which fu r th e r  encouraged 

development o f its  d is tr ib u tiv e  functions. In  con trast Stromness remained 

at the end o f a cu l-de -sac  o f the Mainland road system  and thus could 

p rov ide  no focus  f o r  development as did its  eastern neighbour. However, 

the sea lin k s  did provide an opportun ity to continue trade w ith  Scotland thus 

estab lish ing the burgh as an im portan t transh ipm ent po in t f o r  goods 

proceeding to and f ro m  W est Mainland townships. Undoubtedly i t  is  the 

com m unication lin k s  that have re in fo rc e d  the sphere o f in fluence  o f the 

two burghs in  the c u rre n t century and have to some extent a ffe c te d  th e ir  

socio-econom ic s truc tu re .

The harbour a t Stromness,although lack ing  the contact w ith  the 

N o rth  A m e rica n  continent that was responsib le  f o r  much o f the e a rly  burgh 

development,continues to be an im po rtan t te rm in a l f o r  passengers and goods 

proceeding north  f ro m  Scrabster o r across Scapa F low  f ro m  the South Is les. 

D u ring  the e a rly  decades o f the century steam ers o f Langlands o f L ive rp oo l 

called tw ice  weekly w ith  passengers on route between L ive rp o o l, Oban and 

Aberdeen. A lso  North o f Scotland steam ers plied the route  f ro m  Aberdeen 

to Scalloway in  Shetland -  again once in  e ithe r d ire c tio n  per week. D uring  

the sum m er months ships f ro m  A n tr im  also called in  the harbour b ring ing  

to u r is ts  f o r  a b r ie f  stay. The w a r, however, severed many o f these Hnks; 

those Langland ships that were not lo s t were taken over by the Coast L ines 

o f L ive rp o o l and an agreement between the N orth o f Scotland Shipping 

Company prevented th e ir  resum ing  the Langland sa ilings.

The St. O la, however, continued to run  the sea cross ing  f ro m  

Scrabster ca lling  at Scapa p ie r and occasiona lly at Hoxa. However, the 

presence o f the B r it is h  F le e t anchored in  the F low  fo rc e d , f o r  reasons o f 

se cu rity , the d ire c t route to the west o f Hoy to be adopted and th is continues 

in  use except when severe winds and tides make i t  necessary to s a il the m ore 

sheltered w aters o f  Scapa F low . A f te r  much debate th is  route is  being 

developed to provide a m ore frequen t and rap id  lin k  w ith  the north o f 

Scotland on the in troduc tion  o f a new R o ll-o n -R o ll-o f f  fe r r y .  Due f o r
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d e liv e ry  in  1974 the  231 fo o t  ship w i l l  be able to  accommodate 400 

passengers and 85 cars (o r cars and heavy com m erc ia l vehic les) and 

includes space f o r  80 head o f c a t t le  o r 320 sheep -» an im provem ent on 

the  capac ity  o f  the  p resen t boat,, Thus fu r th e r  p ie r  in s ta lla t io n  has 

been necessary ad jacen t to  the  N o rth  P ie r  in  the  harbour and the  

re c la m a tio n  o f the  shore extending f ro m  the  bay head -  proposed o r ig in a lly  

in  the  n ine teen th  ce n tu ry  « has been undertaken to  p rovide  a new road 

lin k  to  ease congestion in  the  narrow  s tre e t,

The o th e r sa ilings  f ro m  Strom ness are v ia  the  ’Hoy Head’ and 

the  ’W a tc h fu l’ w h ich , run  by B rem ne r and Company, l in k  the  tow n w ith  

the  a g r ic u ltu ra l com m un ities  o f Hoy, W a lls , F lo t ta  and Graemsay. In  

a d d itio n  the  sou the rnm os t p ie r  in  the  harbour belongs to  the  Com m issioners 

o f  N o rth e rn  L ighthouses and accom m odates the  l ig h t  house vesse ls , 

p r in c ip a lly  the  ’Pole S ta r ’ , th a t  supply and m a in ta in  the  nav iga tion  aids 

and ligh thouses in  the  n o r th e rn  waters,,

To provide e x tra  accom m odation a ll the  p ie rs  in  S trom ness have 

undergone periods o f im p rovem en t to  th e ir  s tru c tu re . The lighthouse 

p ie r  -  a t im b e r  fra m e w o rk  e rec ted  in  1902 -  was enlarged in  the  1930’s 

by the  a d d itio n  o f a la rg e r  b e r th  on concre te  p ie rs . The South P ie r  

tow ards the  bayhead w as, on i t s  c o n s tru c tio n  in  1879, the  f i r s t  deep w a te r 

p ie r  in  the  harbour. I t  was extended and im proved , however, tow ards the  

end o f the  la s t  ce n tu ry  and again in  the  1950’ s when e x tra  s to rage 

fa c i l i t ie s  w ere  made availab le. The ice p la n t used by fis h e rm e n  now 

e x is ts  a t  the  end o f  th is  p ie r. A  s h o r t d is tance to  the  n o rth  is  the  p ie r  

associa ted w ith  the  old r ic e  warehouse. T h is  has re c e n tly  undergone 

im provem ents  w ith  the  s tren g th en ing  o f i t s  co n s tru c tio n . The N o rth  P ie r 

is  the  la rg e s t o f the  th re e  p ie rs  and is  used by the S t, Ola and the vessels 

running to  Hoy, A  num ber o f s to rage sheds e x is t on th is  p ie r  and the  

new f e r r y  te rm in a l is  being b u i l t  adjacent to  i t .

In  c o n tra s t to  the  she lte re d  b e rth s  in  Strom ness harbour K irk w a ll's  

w harfage extends o u t in to  a wide and ra th e r  exposed bay. The p resen t 

harbour co n s tru c te d  during the  la t t e r  p a r t  o f the  n ine teen th  cen tu ry  and 

extended th e re a f te r  com prises a la rge  p ie r  o f  about a thousand fe e t  in  

le ng th  to  the  eas t and a sm a lle r p ie r  o f c. 350 fe e t  to  the  w est. These 

p ie rs  enclose a sm a li rough ly  tr ia n g u la r  bas in  ad jacent to  Harbour S tre e t
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(P late 47). The entrance is  f r o m  the west and approx im ate ly  500 fe e t o f 

quayside accommodate vesse ls such as coaste rs , tra w le rs , f is h in g  boats 

and yachts. The rem a inde r o f the m ain p ie r  outw ith the basin provides 

berths f o r  the la rg e r  cargo and passenger vessels on route  between Aberdeen 

and L e rw ick  -  the fo rm e r  lin k s  w ith  Le ith  being severed in  the la s t few  

years . However, as in  Strom ness, the P. and O. Company plan to  replace 

the ’St. C la ir ’ on th is  run  w ith  a new R o ll-o n -R o ll-o f f  f e r r y  serv ice  in  

1975. In  add ition Hnks w ith  the N orth  Is les  are  m aintained by the saiHngs 

o f the 'O rcad ia ' and s im ila r  vesse ls , there a lso being a serv ice  to 

Shapins'ay f ro m  K irk w a ll.  In tim es o f severe weather conditions fo re ig n  

and Scottish vesse ls a lso seek she lte r in  the bay and harbour.

The w ars w h ile  d is rup ting  no rm a l sa ilings p r in c ip a lly  through Scapa 

F low  d id , how ever, leave a legacy that was o f b e n e fit to K irk w a ll in  

p a rtic u la r. D u ring  the f i r s t  W orld  W ar b lock ships were sunk between 

the is lands and ho lm s to the south-east o f Scapa F low  in  an a ttem pt to 

prevent en try  by enemy subm arines. T h is  strategy was not e n tire ly  

success fu l and so du ring  W orld  W ar II  concrete b a r r ie rs  -  the C h u rch ill 

b a r r ie rs  -  were constructed by p rison e rs  o f w ar to lin k  the Mainland w ith  

Lamb H o lm , G lim s H o lm , B u rra y  and South Ronaldsay. C a rry in g  a road 

these b a r r ie rs  served a dual purpose in  both preventing the en try  by 

German U -boats and rep lac ing  the fe r r y  lin k s  p rev ious ly  needed between 

these South Is les . Thus land contact w ith  K irk w a ll was fa c ilita te d  and the 

sphere o f in fluence  o f the cap ita l enlarged.

Because o f the naval and a rm y in s ta lla tions  w ith in  the Orkneys 

during  the two w ars a i r  bases were constructed over a l l availab le te r r ito r y  

to a llow  a ir  reconnaissance o f enemy ship movements and contact w ith  the 

m il i ta ry  headquarters fa r th e r  south. In  the v ic in ity  o f K irk w a ll there were 

two such aerodrom es - at Hatston to the west and at G rim se tte r to the east. 

Since the rem ova l o f m il i ta ry  personnel the G rim se tte r site has been 

developedlylheBritish A irp o r ts  A u th o rity  as the com m erc ia l a irp o r t  f o r  the 

Orkneys p rov id ing  da ily  lin k s  w ith  Shetland, W ick, Inverness, Aberdeen, 

Ed inburgh and Glasgow. In addition Loganair L im ite d , run  under the wing 

o f the Orkney Island Shipping Company L im ite d , provides short in te r ­

is land serv ices w ith  its  8 -  seater Is lander a ir c ra f t .  T h is  'plane also 

provides a valuable ambulance serv ice  f o r  patients re q u ir in g  hosp ita l-
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isa tio n  in  K irk w a ll o r Aberdeen. Again the existence o£ a ir  

com m unications in  close p ro x im ity  to the cap ita l encourages ce n tra l­

isa tio n  o f o f f ic e s ,  se rv ices , etc. in  K irk w a ll.  Stromness to the west 

has no such a ir  lin k .

The d if fe r in g  ra te s  o f development o f  the two burghs has in  the 

present century resu lted  in  d is tin c t and d ivergent population trends (F ig .45). 

In  Stromness there has been a general downward movement f ro m  the peak 

f ig u re  o f 2236 in  1821 to 1414 in  1961 w ith  a period o f s ta b ility  f ro m  1871- 

1911 du ring  the height o f  the h e rr in g  fis h in g . K irk w a ll,  in  con trast, a lready 

s lig h tly  h igher than Stromness in  1821 has continued the upward trend w ith  

a substantia l increase between 1821 and 1881 and a fu r th e r  marked 

increase in  the period inc lud ing  the Second W orld  W ar -  the requ irem ents 

f o r  se rv ice  f ro m  the m ili ta ry  personnel undoubtedly acce lera ting  

depopulation in  ce rta in  landward areas. These trends have continued in  

the la s t decade although, lik e  K irk w a ll,  the f ig u re s  f o r  Stromness d isplay 

a s lig h t upward trend. In genera l, however, the depopulation o f the is lands 

continues; there being a 14.3% drop between 1961 and 1971 fo r  the landward 

area which accompanies a 8.9% decrease in  the to ta l is land population over 

the same period. However, i t  appears that the decrease is  fa ll in g  o f f  

s ligh tly  as between 1951 and 1961 there was a drop o f 11%. W ith the 

concentration o f population in  K irk w a ll and its  environs -  some 30% o f the 

Orcadian inhabitants -  i t  is  not su rp ris in g  that there are now m ore people 

in  th is  pa rish  than in  the North and South Is les  put together. Although the 

cap ita l, w ith  its  increas ing  num bers due p r in c ip a lly  to m ig ra tio n , d isplays 

a g re a te r p ropo rtion  o f young people, the genera l trend in  Stromness and 

the County as a whole is  o f  an ageing population. Thus 14% o f m ales are 

over 65 and 24.6% o f fem a les over 60 years o f age. A s in  the reco rds  o f 

the previous century m ales are s t i l l  outnumbered by fe m a les  but the 

im balance has been reduced possib ly  due to the g rea te r concentration on 

home-based indus try . A n a lys is  o f  place o f b ir th  s ta tis tic s  indicates, th a t  

the p ropo rtion  o f fo re ig n  born , ie  outw ith Scotland, has been reduced to 

4.3%.



The cu rre n t census a lso shows that there has in  recen t years been 

a decrease in  the number o f persons per household and an. increase in  

household am enities -  undoubtedly the re s u lt o f considerable house 

bu ild ing  away f ro m  the old centre during the twentie th century.

K irk w a ll,  the a d m in is tra tive , business and trad ing  centre o f the 

county w ith  its  h is to r ic a l in te re s t and many am en ities, provides the ideal 

centre f o r  re s id e n tia l development. The changing fu nc tion  o f the dwellings 

along the s tre e t encouraged the development, f o r  re s id e n tia l purposes, o f 

the ancient quoys bo rde ring  the town in  the nineteenth century. However, 

the fu r th e r  increase in  population and the com m erc ia l development o f the 

ce n tra l zone has, w ith in  the la s t 70 yea rs , brought about considerable 

in f i l l in g  between the m ain routes that were la id  out fo llo w in g  the Road Act.

The period 1902-1939 was notable fo r  the construction  o f  both p r iv a te ly  

owned, detached v il la s  and bungalows in  ribbon  development: to the east 

in  the v ic in ity  o f  Weyland (Plate 48), to the south along New Scapa Road 

and west towards G laitness. The Housing A c t o f  1919 also enabled the 

Loca l A u th o rity  to commence council housing schemes -  the f i r s t  being 

o f sem i-detached houses a t C a rte rs  Park. T h is  was fo llow ed  by fu r th e r  

encroachments on the Papdale estate and in  the v ic in ity  o f  Laing Street.

The dwellings are  unrem arkable  in  sty le  re fle c t in g  the a rc h ite c tu ra l trends 

and economic constra in ts  o f  council house bu ild ing  at the tim e . However, 

includ ing runn ing w ater and gas and e le c tr ic ity  supplies they were a 

d e fin ite  im provem ent on the old dw ellings along the s tree t. The development 

a lso reduced s ig n if ic a n tly  the overcrow ding that had been noted in  the census 

data o f the prev ious century.

Since the second W orld  W ar fu r th e r  estate bu ild ing  and p riva te  

development has taken place w h ile  the p re fab rica ted  huts at H a ts ton  have 

been u tilise d  to accommodate fa m ilie s  inc lud ing  those w a itin g  f o r  council 

housing. The a tlas maps ind icate the loca tion  o f  these m ain developments 

and fu r th e r  re fe re n ce  w i l l  be made to the re s id e n tia l expansion o f  the 

burgh in  Chapter V III.

Stromness lik e  K irk w a ll has undergone expansion w ith  the in f i l l in g  

o f s ites high on the slopes o f B r ir ik ie 's  Brae w ith  council houses. In 

con trast to the cap ita l, however, th is  development, in  the absence o f 

population increase, has been la rg e ly  the re s u lt o f the need to reduce
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overcrow d ing in  the old dw ellings along the s tree t and to provide 

a lte rna tive  accommodation when dw ellings were converted to a com m ercia l 

function .

D u ring  the la te  nineteenth century m ost o f the la rge  detached stone- 

b u ilt  v i l la s ,  inc lud ing the f i r s t  b lock o f f la ts  f o r  the N orthern  Lighthouse 

B oard , w ere constructed on the pe riphe ry  o f the burgh. Subsequent housing 

development in  Stromness up to the outbreak o f the Second W orld  W ar, 

when there w ere 443 inhabited houses, consisted o f a sm a ll number o f 

p riva te  detached houses, and f i f t y  2 -  s torey te rraced  and sem i-detached 

houses w h ich were b u ilt  by the Loca l A u th o rity .

In  the pos t-w a r period ex -a rm y  huts on the slopes behind the towm 

w ere converted in to  tem pora ry  dw ellings and fu rtherperm anen thouses o f 

tra d it io n a l type were constructed. The la rg e s t development has been on 

s ites to the south o f the burgh: Hoymansquoy where tw en ty -s ix  dwellings 

w ere b u ilt  in  1953,F a ra ve l -  25 dw ellings in  1971 -  and Pum pwell Park -  

12 in  1964. M ore lim ite d  bu ild ing  has occurred on the m ore steeply sloping 

s ites to the centre and north  o f the burgh. A lthough some 40 houses have 

been closed since 1900, usua lly in  the o lder p a rt o f  the s tree t, in f i l l in g  

o f cleared s ites has been only on a sm a ll scale. However, eleven 

dw ellings in  three blocks have been created in  M ayburn C ourt on the site 

o f the old d is t i l le ry  and a fu r th e r  fo u r  b locks are  nearing com pletion in  

the Gap s ite  to the south o f the H feboat station.

Accompanying the housing development in  both burghs has been a 

d iv e rs if ic a t io n  and extension o f com m unity fa c il i t ie s .  Fo llow ing  the 

Education (Scotland) A c t o f  1872 School Boards were elected to manage 

lo ca l education. These Boards thus took over con tro l o f the pa rish , burgh 

and church schools; securing tra ined teachers and establish ing a common 

c u rr ic u lu m  leading to a National Leaving C e rtif ic a te . RationaHsation 

o f the system  thus occurred and in  Stromness a la rge  school bu ild ing  

was erected w ith  the abandonment o f  many o f  the s m a lle r bu ild ings.

T h is  school had a m assive endowment f ro m  the Humphrey Bequest and 

the Hourston B u rsa ry  and th is  money became p a rt o f  the Orkney 

Educational T ru s t. The A cadem y,bu ilt on the Back Road (Plate 49),has 

been extended in  a number o f phases during the twentieth century and a 

num ber o f p re fab rica ted  s truc tu res have been used since 1950 to give



extra  accommodation f o r  the grow ing numbers o f pup ils. P rovid ing 

p r im a ry , ju n io r  and secondary education,pupils are  drawn f ro m  a wide 

area inc lud ing  the west Mainland and South Is les . In  the la s t few  years a 

new in fa n t school has been b u ilt  on the old bov/ling green behind the 

Stromness Hotel. F u rth e r Education classes in  a number o f p ra c tica l 

subjects are  a lso held in  the school build ing.

A  num ber o f o ther com m unity bu ild ings ex is t w ith in  the burghs.

The churches erected during  the nineteenth century are s t i l l  in  existence 

although the old pa rish  church o f St. P e te r, ceasing to be used f o r  worship 

w ith  the am algam ation o f congregations in  the town, has been leased as a 

Youth Centre. In  H e lliho le  Road two substantia l bu ild ings -  the Town H a ll 

and the  Tem perance H a ll -  provide accommodation f o r  dances, sales, 

cinema shows and th e a tr ic a l pe rfo rm an ces , w h ile  the church haHs, 

scattered throughout the burgh, are  used f o r  a v a r ie ty  o f purposes. A t 

the low er end o f  H e lliho le , adjacent to M elvine P lace, is  a tw o -s to rey  

bu ild ing  used as a pubHc lib ra ry .  The bu ild ing , g ifte d  to the town in  1905, 

also contains a com m ittee room  which is  leased f o r  m eetings etc. A grant 

f ro m  the County C ouncil is  provided f o r  the general maintenance o f the 

build ing. In  the m id-n ineteenth century pub lic in te re s t in  na tu ra l h is to ry  

brought about the fo rm a tio n  o f a lo ca l society w h ich, as has been mentioned, 

was responsib le f o r  the crea tion  o f a museum in  the Old Town H a ll at the 

May Burn. W ith  the p rov is ion  o f new accommodation f o r  the Town Council 

the museum expanded to occupy the whole o f the bu ild ing. As weH as a 

sta tic  co llec tio n  exh ib itions are mounted which generaHy re f le c t  stages in  

the h is to r ic a l development o f the burgh.

In  con tras t to K irkw aH  the m edica l fa c il i t ie s  o f the burgh are  

lim ite d . However, an Eventide Home, St. P e te r’ s House,was opened at the 

end o f H e lliho le  Road in  1957 (Plate 50). Inco rpo ra ting  St. P e te r’ s Manse, 

a new w ing has been b u ilt  to provide ex tra  accommodation and th is  is  Hnked 

to the o r ig in a l manse by a single s to rey block containing a s itt in g -c u m - 

din ing un it. W ith  te rraced  lawns dropping to  the lin e  o f Duncan's B urn , 

the s ite  o f fe rs  m agn ificen t v iew s over the town and harbour. The house 

is  adm in istered by the Social W e lfa re  Departm ent o f the Town Council.



Because o f its  in fe r io r  status w ith  respect to K irk w a ll there are few  

Nationa l A u th o rity  representa tives in  the town. However, the Town Council 

occupies p rem ises in  H e lliho le  Road and the Town House at the p ie r  Head. 

E ssen tia l se rv ices such as those o f the po lice  and f i r e  brigade are  also in  

existence w ith in  the town; genera lly  in  lim ite d  accommodation towards the 

N orth  End. The Post O ff ic e  -  o r ig in a lly  in  A lf re d  S treet -  is  now towards 

the p ie r  in  V ic to r ia  S treet and f a i r ly  convenient f o r  m a il a r r iv in g  by steamer 

o r f ro m  K irk w a ll.  Associated w ith  the harbour and fis h in g  are a number o f 

p rem ises : the Customs and Excise together w ith  the H arbour M aster has an 

o f f ic e  in  V ic to r ia  S treet ; the Royal National M iss ion  to Deep Sea F isherm en 

has a re s t room  a t the p ie r head and the Royal National L ife b o a t Ins titu tion , 

o r ig in a lly  accommodated at the Ness, obtained a na rrow  site in  Dundas 

S treet in  1927.

K irk w a ll w ith  its  population o f over 4000 is  the fo c a l po in t f o r  the 

Mainland and the Is les . Thus as w e ll as being an im po rtan t com m erc ia l and 

d is tr ib u tiv e  centre serv ing  the a g r ic u ltu ra l in dus try  and m arke ting  fa rm  

produce i t  is

’the seat o f the County Council and o f the S h e r if f  C ourt; 

its  harbour is  the la rg e s t and best equipped in  the County; 

the lo c a l o f f ic e s  o f the a ir  tran spo rt se rv ice  are  located 

in  the town; i t  is  the centre f o r  hosp ita l se rv ices , the 

home o f the County Com m unity Centre and Senior Secondary 

School.1

A s  in  Stromness the crea tion  o f the School Boards enabled ra tio n a l­

isa tion  o f the educational system  in  the burgh and K irk w a ll Educational T ru s t 

was fo rm e d  to provide books and, where necessary, pay school fees.

D uring  th is  period i t  was inev itab le  that the ad jo in ing G ram m ar, In fa n t and 

Subscription schools in  the co rne r o f  Papdale estate should be the focus  f o r  

development. W ith  the abo lition  o f the Board system  and the crea tion  o f 

the County Education A u th o rity  in  1919 im provem ents in  accommodation 

were made; and the school continues to expand. W ith  over 1200 pupils 

gathered throughout the is lands -  one im po rtan t fa c to r  in  the increasing 

depopulation o f the Orkneys and the ageing o f the population s truc tu re  in  

the is lands -  i t  has been necessary in  recent years to e rec t special hoste l



accom m odation f o r  the le a rn e rs  (Plate 51). T h is , together w ith  a new 

school complex (P late 52) includ ing a sw im m ing pool, has occurred on a site 

im m ed ia te ly  adjacent to the old house o f Papdale (P late 53). The previous 

hoste l accom m odation f o r  g ir ls  -  a complex o f s in g le -s to rey  f la t- ro o fe d , 

u t i l i ty  type s tru c tu re s  owned by the Post O ff ic e  and situated in  old Scapa 

Road -  s u ffe re d  severe disadvantages due to distance f ro m  the school and 

iso la tio n  in  the extrem e south-west o f the burgh. The new site w h ile  ly ing  

away f ro m  the centre o f the town does provide a cam pus-type situation 

where land is  a lso ava ilab le  f o r  p laying f ie ld s  etc.

F u r th e r  Education classes are held both in  the G ram m ar School 

and in  the Com m unity Centre , the la tte r  occupying prem ises in  Broad Street. 

In  add ition , these h a lls , lik e  those associated w ith  the churches, are 

availab le f o r  m eetings o f clubs and societies. A theatre ex is ts  in  the town 

in  a m odern bu ild ing  in  M il l  S treet, f a i r ly  near the town centre,but the 

cinem a, since f i r e  destroyed the old bu ild ing  in  A lb e r t S treet, has been 

iso lated on an open site  in  Junction Road.

The B ib lio theck  o f K irk w a ll,  founded in  1683, was the f i r s t  Public 

L ib ra ry  in  Scotland and during  its  existence has been housed in  a number o f 

build ings inc lud ing  the Cathedral. The present County L ib ra ry  bu ild ing , 

however, is  ce n tra lly  placed in  Laing Street (Plate 54). A p a rt f ro m  the 

usual sections, there is  a specia l'O rkney Room ' containing a co llec tion  o f 

lo ca l books and re c o rd s , plus an E xh ib ition  Room. The l ib ra ry  a lso 

provides a County fa m ily  l ib ra ry  serv ice  sending books to a l l the is lands in  

the group. U n like  Stromness, K irk w a ll had u n til recen tly  no museum. 

However, the renovation o f Tankerness House commencing in  1965, allowed 

its  conversion f o r  museum purposes and th is g re a tly  added to the to u r is t 

a ttrac tions  in  the Cathedra l p rec inc t.

The B a lfo u r  H osp ita l, founded in  the m id-n ineteenth  century in  

M ain S treet, was tra n s fe rre d  in  the 192O's to new bu ild ings on a site in  

New Scapa Road to the south-west o f the burgh. The bu ild ings com prise 

a series o f s ing le -s to rey  w ings erected during W orld  W ar I I  and linked 

to an o lder tw o -s to rey  stone block which was erected as a M em oria l 

B u ild ing  in  1926. A t the opposite end o f the burgh is  the Eastbank H ospita l 

which was founded around Eastbank House in  1934. These hosp ita ls  serve 

the en tire  County. The County Home, o r ig in a lly  known as the Combination
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Poorhouse, is  s itu a te d  on O ld Scapa Road on a tw o -a c re  s ite .

M o s t o£ th e  N a tiona l and Loca l A u th o r ity  p rem ises are  

ce n tra lis e d  around Broad S tre e t,  a lthough expansion has re su lte d  in  some 

m ovem ent away f ro m  the  c e n tra l zone to  la rg e r  s ite s . Thus the  Education 

O f f ic e s ,  Custom s and E xcise, Council o f  Social Service, the  M un ic ipa l 

B u ild ings and th e  County O ff ic e s  are a l l  found along the  m ain  thorough fare .

The G eneral P o s t O ff ic e  s itu a te d , since the  exp iry  o f  i t s  lease o f  accommo­

d a tio n  in  the  M un ic ipa l B u ild ings , in  a la rg e  b lock on Junction Road, has 

o th e r  p rem ises  in  H a ts to n , O ld Scapa Road and in  a new b lock in  Brandyquoy. 

G overnm ent o f f ic e s  a re  housed in  Brandyquoy and Junction Road. The 

D e p a rtm e n t o f  A g r ic u ltu re ,  A g r ic u ltu ra l advisers f ro m  Aberdeen and the  

C ounty Developm ent D e p a rtm e n t a re  a ll lo ca ted  in  s m a ll p rem ises w ith in  

th e  c e n tra l zone o f the  burgh. The S h e r if f  C o u rt B u ild ing  is  on th e  s ite  

o f  th e  garden o f the  o ld ca thed ra l manse ad jacent to  the  E a r l's  Palace and 

th e  new P o lice  S ta tio n  was e rec ted  a t  th e  re a r  o f  th is  s tru c tu re  in  the 1950's.

M o s t o f  th e  harbour o f f ic ia ls  have o f f ic e s  ad jacen t to  th e  p ie r ,  

w h ile  the  C oastguard S ta tio n  occupies an ample s ite  near C rom w e ll's  F o r t  

overlooking th e  bay. (P la te  55).

D u ring  the  seventy years o f the  p re s e n t ce n tu ry  K irk w a ll,  the 

County tow n, has seen a considerable socio-econom ic expansion, w h ile  

S trom ness, m ore  l im ite d  in  th is  f ie ld ,  has been in  decline. There has 

been a tendency to  c e n tra lis e  eve ry th ing  in  K irk w a ll and th is  is  n o t only 

re f le c te d  in  the  num ber o f  people o f fe r in g  p ro fe ss io n a l and o th e r serv ices 

to  th e  is land  com m u n ity , b u t also in  the  h igher p ro p o rt io n  o f  young people 

in  the  burgh. S trom n ess , i t s  h in te rla n d  l im ite d  to  the  South Is les  and W est 

M ain land, s t i l l  s u f fe rs  som ewhat f ro m  i t s  p o s itio n  in  th e  ex tre m e  w e s t 

o f  th e  M ainland and Hke the rem a inder o f the  C ounty exh ib its  an ageing 

popu la tion . Y e t i t  can be seen th a t  in  the  tw e n t ie th  ce n tu ry  these tw o 

burghs have adopted com plem enta ry ro le s . K irk w a ll,  w h ile  being the  

p r in c ip a l ro u te  ce n tre  and sea t o f  a d m in is tra tiv e  pow er, has no d a ily  sea 

con tac ts  w ith  th e  S c o ttis h  Mainland and is  inconven ien tly  s itu a te d  to  serve 

th e  w e s t M ainland as a m a rk e t cen tre  o r  to  e x p lo it th e  r ic h  fis h in g  grounds 

to  th e  w e s t. S trom ness, how ever, does keep re g u la r c o n ta c t w ith  the N o rth  

o f  Scotland -  a c o n ta c t th a t  is  l ik e ly  to  s tre n g th e n  w ith  the  in tro d u c tio n  o f
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th e  new fe r r y  p rovides essen tia l serv ices f o r  th e  area im m ed ia te ly  

to  n o r th  and south and, by v ir tu e  o f i t s  she lte re d  anchorage and tra d it io n  

o f  f is h in g ,  is  able to  h a rv e s t the  seas. I t  is  necessary f o r  the  continuing 

w e ll-be ing  o f  the  s m a lle r  bu rgh , th e re fo re ,  th a t  these  com plem entary 

ro le s  a re  recognised by th e  County Council.

The fu tu re  developm ent o f  S trom ness and K irk w a ll is  unce rta in  

-  many changes have been noted during  the  h is to ry  o f  bo th  cen tres  -  y e t 

i t  seems probable  th a t  th e  expansion o f  to u r is m  and the  in te re s t  in  the 

o i l  p o te n t ia l o f  th e  n o rth e rn  w a te rs  w i l l  have considerable e ffe c ts .  B o th  

could d ra s t ic a lly  a l te r  th e  burghs. I f  th is  were to  happen the  essen tia l 

c h a ra c te r o f  th e  tow ns could be destroyed  f o r  ever and i t  is  th is  ch a ra c te r 

t h a t ,  in  i t s e l f ,  proves to  be such a to u r is t  a t t ra c t io n .  F u rth e rm o re , the  

o p p o rtu n it ie s  f o r  s e lf- im p ro v e m e n t in  assoc ia tion  w ith  the  o il companies 

m ay a t t r a c t  many young people f ro m  the  is lands a cce le ra tin g  depopulation. 

The w e a lth  o f  th e  companies channelled in to  the  e rec tion  o f  te rm in a ls , 

docks, e tc . ,  could, unchecked, lead to  the  sp o lia tio n  o f  much o f  the  

a g r ic u ltu ra l land and m any scenic a t tra c t io n s .  Y e t i t  is  im p o r ta n t to  

rem em ber th a t  such a bonanza m ay be s h o r t- l iv e d  and K irk w a ll and 

S trom ness a re  lik e ly  to  rem a in  la rg e ly  dependent on th e ir  con tac ts  w ith  

land and sea f o r  th e ir  economic ex is tence. The p ro s p e r ity  o f  these areas 

is  thus e ssen tia l. As a possib le  safeguard f o r  the  fu tu re  i t  is  advisable, 

th e re fo re ,  to  s tu d y  th e  p re s e n t s ta te  o f  the  burghs in  d e ta il to g e th e r 

w ith  the  means whereby th e  in t im a te  charm  and d is t in c tio n  o f th e  townscape 

o f  bo th  K irk w a ll and S trom ness m ay be re ta ine d .



CHAPTER VIII

'T ' is  a base l i t t le  borough, both d ir ty  and mean -

T h e re ’s nothing to hear, and th e re ’ s nought to be seen,

Save a church , where, o f old tim es a p re la te  haranged,
1

And a palace tha t's  b u ilt by an e a r l that was hanged.’

When Scott w rote  h is  poem in  August 1814 he possib ly l i t t le  thought 

that much o f the old s truc tu re  o f the town o f which he so obviously d is ­

approved would rem a in  in to  the twentie th century when i t  would in  fa c t 

become a to u r is t a ttrac tion . The ancient e d ifice s  produced during the 

earldom  re m a in ,w ith  the Cathedra l, at present undergoing re s to ra tio n , 

situated so adm irab ly  that i t  fo rm s  the hub f o r  the Orkney is land group.

In  add ition there are  the noble re lic s  o f the B ishop ’s and E a r l ’ s Palaces, 

now open to the elem ents, but re ta in ing  much o f the m agnificence o f past 

eras. A lthough the s tre e t p lan has changed l i t t le ,  many o f the houses 

borde ring  the thorough fa re  have been re b u ilt  e ith e r because, at various 

tim es, they w ere beyond re p a ir  o r because a fu n c tio n a l change necessitated 

the erection  o f a new s truc tu re . Indeed throughout h is to ry  ce rta in  sites 

along the s tre e t have changed many tim es. One example o f th is  can be 

found opposite the Cathedral where, in  the e a rly  pa rt o f  the sixteenth 

century the mansion and garden o f the Provost stood. P r io r  to 1677, 

however, the old P ro vo s tr ie  had been demolished being replaced by a
2

’b e a u tifu l house erected by M argare t G ro tt, widow o f P a tr ic k  P r in c e ’

(Plate 56). T h is  house w ith  its  o r ie l window fa c in g  onto Broad Street 

can be seen in  the e a r lie s t v iew s o f th is  p a rt o f the town and in  fa c t  

rem ained unchanged u n til 1884 when i t  in  tu rn  was demolished to a llow  space 

f o r  the new Town H a ll. In some cases,as has been m entioned,rem oval o f 

o lder dw ellings allowed the bu ild ing o f la rg e r  town houses as m ore and m ore 

m em bers o f old Orkney fa m ilie s  rea lised  the prestige  and occasionally 

wealth to be gained f ro m  a town house in  the cap ita l. Sometimes,however, 

i t  appears that o ther incentives to the construction  o f a dw elling  in  

K irk w a ll existed : to provide qua rte rs  f o r  the w in te r socia l season and to

a llow  the ch ild ren  o f the fa m ily  to rece ive  th e ir  education in  the G ram m ar
3 . . .

School. D u ring  some instances o f rebu ild ing  the new dw elling  was res ited

so that the s tree t was widened at that point. In  general, however, the line  

o f the paved highway rem a ins unchanged and is  a u s e fu l in d ica to r o f the



o rig in a l extent o f  the burgh and the pee rie  Sea.

A s  w ith  Strom ness, K irk w a ll in  the e a rly  stage o f its  development 

had been dependent on com m unication by sea. Yet the presence o f an E a rl 

and h is  re tin u e , together w ith  the o f f ic ia ls  associated w ith  the b ishopric , 

served to draw  the tow nsfo lk  in  a second d irec tio n . Thus the inhabitants 

looked to the sea f o r  th e ir  live lihood  and towards the bishops and e a rls , 

in  th e ir  h a lls  and palaces, as supreme ru le rs . I t  was probably th is  in te rna l 

focus on power that encouraged the development and continuation o f the 

'S tree t1 and o ther lines  o f com m unication by land outw ith the burgh. Th is  

is  in  m arked con tras t to Stromness where land com m unication developed as 

a m ere a fte rthoug h t during  the m id-n ineteenth century.

K irk w a ll can be said, th e re fo re , to have developed as a route centre 

and an a d m in is tra tive  cap ita l during the e a r lie s t p a rt o f its  h is to ry . As the 

centuries progressed the soc ia l s tru c tu re , becoming less dominated by the 

fo rm e r  powers -  the earldom  and church - ,  encompassed a c lass o f wealthy 

and in f lu e n tia l m erchants who, proceeding north  to the is lands f ro m  

Scotland, brought about ce rta in  economic changes that were to set the seal 

on K irk w a ll 's  fu tu re . T rade increased, the incom ers exp lo iting  contacts 

outwith the is lands to fo s te r  th is  section o f the economy. In  add ition, the 

knowledge and experience o f l i f e  outside the Orkneys possessed by many 

o f these wealthy en trepreneurs brought about a c u ltu ra l awakening, and l i f e  

in  the cap ita l, f o r  the upper classes at le as t, seems to have been equal to 

that in  the la rg e r  c it ie s  throughout the kingdom. The lo w lie r  c ra ftsm en  

and poor fo lk  f lo c k in g  f ro m  the coun try , however, found the soc ia l am enities 

and an im proved standard o f liv in g  much ha rde r to p rocure  than they had 

antic ipated and, crowded in to  the sm a ll cottages sandwiched between the 

w ealthy, they were fo rc e d  in to  re la tiv e  servitude f o r  many centuries.

T h is  d iv is io n  o f society is  re fle c te d  in  both the fu nc tiona l development o f 

the burgh and in  its  towns cape.

The mapping o f K irk w a ll as regards bu ild ing  age, sty le  and func tion  

was c a rrie d  out on a base map, a t a scale o f 1 ; 2500, provided by the 

Ordnance Survey. lu c k ily  a recent ed ition o f th is  plan was availab le and 

thus only m in o r a lte ra tions  and additions were noted during the f ie ld  w ork.

To accommodate these changes a f i lm  pos itive  o f the plan was made under 

licence and deletions and additions were marked on th is  p r io r  to duplication
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f o r  presentation in  the A tlas .

I f  one re c a lls  that the shore o f the pee rie  Sea o r ig in a lly  lay along- 

the lin e  o f what is  now Junction Road the map showing bu ild ing  style (Atlas 

Map 1) c le a r ly  re f le c ts  the o r ig in a l s truc tu re  o f dw e llings, many o f which 

w ere gable end on to the s tre e t, situated on long na rrow  tenements that 

extended to the shore on the west and to the bounds o f Papdale and the 

ancient quoys surrounding the burgh to the east. However, th is  arrangem ent 

o f burghage p lo ts is  not unique but can be id e n tif ie d  re a d ily  in  many town 

and v illa g e  centres in  England, and indeed also on the continent, which were 

founded du ring  the M ediaeval period. Yet in  th e ir  basic fo rm  none o f  the 

bu ild ings re f le c t  the a rc h ite c tu ra l sty le  that was found in  much o f the re s t 

o f B r ita in ,  depending ra th e r on a sim ple low construction  o f lo ca l flagstone 

w a lls  punctuated w ith  sm a ll windows and door openings. A t the gables the 

fla g s  were rough ly  arranged in to  a series o f steps that served to prevent 

the slate o r thatch ro o fs  f ro m  l i f t in g  in  the strong winds to which the 

Orkneys are  prone.

A lthough e a rly  dw ellings were lik e ly  to have been only one o r 

one -  and -  a h a lf  s toreys in  height -  as examples, f ro m  the Shore Street 

lanes, now dem olished, ind ica te (Plate 57) -  m ost o f the m ain  habitations 

o f the seventeenth to nineteenth centuries a re , lik e  those in  Stromness, 

tw o-s to rey  s truc tu res . However, the fla tn e ss  o f the s ite  did not in  th is  

instance p e rm it the considerable underbuild ing that is  to be found in  the 

younger burgh. O ccasionally, possib ly  due to the overcrow ding recorded 

in  the nineteenth century census data, considerable use is  made o f the 

a ttic  s to rey and d o rm e r windows have, in  some cases, been inserted . A t 

other points along the s tree t, notably on the west side o f B ridge S treet, 

dw ellings o f three sto reys were constructed.

A p a rt f ro m  these p la in  bu ild ings the in f lu x  o f wealthy fa m ilie s  

f ro m  both Orkney and Scotland encouraged the construction  o f the la rg e r, 

m ore handsome residences a lready noted. W hile  the f in e s t and best 

p reserved example is  undoubtedly Tanker ness House, the old ecc les ia s tica l 

foundation, other courtyarded dw ellings rem a in . Exam ples can thus be 

id e n tif ie d  at 41 -  3 A lb e r t Street, 5 Broad S treet, and 7 2 - 4  V ic to r ia  

Street.



The t ra d it io n  o f a lte ra t io n  and o f  ten  com ple te  rebu ild ing  o f 

h a b ita tio n s  along th e  s t re e t  makes da ting  o f bu ild ings in  the  o ldest 

sections o f  th e  tow n d i f f ic u l t .  F re q u e n tly  a s ite  is  ve ry  o ld b u t the 

s t ru c tu re  on i t  m ay have been p a r t ia l ly  o r w ho lly  redesigned severa l tim es 

du ring  the  h is to ry  o f  the  burgh. In a d d itio n , during th e  n ine teen th  and 

tw e n t ie th  ce n tu rie s  th e  rem ova l o f  the  c row s teps , renew al o f  ro o fs  and 

chimneys and the  rende ring  o f  the  su rfa ce  o f the  stone e f fe c t iv e ly  serves 

to  conceal a ll t ra c e  o f  a n t iq u ity . A p a r t  f ro m  those residences b u i l t  f o r  

th e  w e a lth ie r  m em bers o f  s o c ie ty , which were undoubtedly in fluenced to  

a c e r ta in  e x te n t by the  c u rre n t a rc h ite c tu ra l tre n d s , the  m a jo r ity  o f 

houses m a in ta ined  the  same a rc h ite c tu ra l s ty le  over m any cen tu rie s .

T h is  again ham pers accu ra te  d a tin g  o f  the build ings a lthough c la s s if ic a t io n  

in to  genera l bu ild ing  periods is  possib le  (A tla s  Map 2). One s ig n if ic a n t 

exam ple, w hich w i l l  be m entioned in  m ore d e ta il in  C hapte r X  is  the  te rra c e , 

a n c ie n tly  known as the  "Ludgeing", ly in g  adjacent to  th e  B ishop 's Palace in  

Palace Road. R ecen tly  renova ted , these  dw ellings now e x h ib it the  de ta ilin g  

o f  a m odern age and w ith o u t docum entary evidence th e ir  seventeenth cen tu ry  

o rig ins  would rem a in  unknown.

W hile  a w a lk  th rough  th e  old s t r e e t  revea ls  m any h is to r ic a l de ta ils  

s ig n if ic a n t changes -  o ccu rring  f o r  many o f  the  reasons a lready s ta te d  -  

become apparent. T h is , to g e th e r w ith  the  ou tw a rd  expansion o f  the  burgh 

over the  surround ing  t e r r i t o r y ,  proves a m arked c o n tra s t to  the  s itu a tio n  

found in  th e  younger burgh o f  S trom ness. O th e r d iffe re n c e s , however, may 

also be noted. K irk w a ll's  fu n c tio n  as th e  a d m in is tra tiv e  c a p ita l o f  the 

O rkney is lands has re s u lte d  in  a g re a te r  emphasis on pub lic  bu ild ing  and, 

-n a tu ra lly , th e re  are  no e d ifice s  o f  the  a n tiq u ity  and m agn ificence  o f  th e  

C a thedra l and ad jacen t Palaces in  the  tra d in g  s e tt le m e n t to  th e  w est. 

H ow ever, the  township o f  bo th  burghs rem a ins fa s c in a tin g  and rew ards 

c a re fu l s tudy.

Having landed a t  the  p ie r  i t  is  obvious to  the  v is i to r  th a t  th e  

harbour fro n ta g e  has s u ffe re d  s ig n if ic a n t changes in  the la s t  tw o  cen tu rie s . 

T r a i l l 's  F o lly  and the  'Inns' have been replaced by newer s tru c tu re s ,  th e  

im p ress ive  Renaissance bu lk  o f  th e  K irk w a ll H o te l occupying th e  fo rm e r  

s ite .  To the  w e s t, however, the  K ing 's  G im e ll has been re ta ine d  although 

m inus i t s  k iln  (P la te  58). In  th e  eas te rn  sec tion  Shore S tre e t shows a d iv e rs ity
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o£ bu ild ing  style . The old Shore Street lanes w ith  the crow-stepped ^  

fa c in g  the bay have been demolished to make way f o r  the Shell O il Company’s 

tank fa rm  (Plate 59). Thus only two examples rem a in  o f the trad ition a l 

fo rm  o f twQ -storey dw elling  that housed the f is h in g  population in  the burgh. 

The rem a in ing  bu ild ings la rg e ly  conceal th e ir  o r ig in  although a study o f 

the genera l p ropo rtions  and window arrangem ent does lead one to  suspect 

h is to r ic a l associations. (Photoscape 1.)

Opposite the m ain p ie r  the entrance to B ridge  Street occurs 

serv ing  to  channel t r a f f ic  and pedestrians in to  the beginning o f the 

co m m e rc ia l centre. There  is  no pavement in  the n a rro w e r sections o f the 

s tree t and thus pedestrians are  f re e  to wander across the whole w idth o f the 

roadway -  a dangerous occupation when the thorough fa re  is  a lso crowded 

w ith  veh ic les. The p la in e r town-houses o f the r ic h  land-owning fa m ilie s  -  

C ra ig ies  o f  Oversanday, H a le r os o f C rook, Mowats o f Pow etc -  a re  to be 

found a l l along B ridge  Street. Two o r th re e -s to re y  s truc tu res , that have 

undergone va rious degrees o f renovation, these fo rm e r  residences have 

th e ir  ground f lo o rs  converted in to  shop o r o f f ic e  prem ises. However, 

above one m odern shop f ro n t  is  a sm a ll plaque bearing the monograms o f 

Po ttinger o f  Hobbister and h is  w ife  and the date 1628 ind ica ting  a fo rm e r  

occupier. Both these old dw ellings along the s tree t and those crowded in to 

the side lanes have f a i r ly  la rge  windows. T h is  serves to id e n tify  the houses 

o f the wealthy f ro m  those o f the poo re r inhabitants in  the burgh ; the la tte r  

occupying houses where windows were fe w  in  num ber and sm a ll in  size. 

Perhaps there was a ce rta in  p restige  attached to la rge  windowed houses. 

C e rta in ly  crowded as they are  in  na rrow  closes l i t t le  lig h t would have been 

gained and in  fa c t  one m ight suppose that the in san ita ry  condition o f the 

s tree t in  past centuries would have discouraged such a development. The 

east side o f  B ridge  Street has undergone m ore  d ra s tic  a lte ra tio n  in  itso  o

upper section at least. The old residence o f the Irv in g s  o f Sebay has been 

replaced by a com m e rc ia l bu ild ing  which in  its  upper storeys d isp lays the 

p il la rs  and entablature o f a c la ss ica l style. Beyond is  the warehouse 

accommodation o f R. Garden L td ., the bu ild e r o f Garden Street nearby. 

Although the s tree t broadens in  f ro n t  o f the warehousing i t  na rrow s again 

tow ards the s ite o f the old bridge. In  th is  section the crow -steps and 

fla g g y  nature o f the stonework are again in  evidence and na rrow  lanes
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running in  the d ire c tio n  o f Papdale occur between the bu ild ings. I t  is  in  one 

o f these closes that the only rem inde r o f the presence o f St. O la f 's  Church 

-  the arched doorway -  is  located.

W hile  many o f the fo rm e r  dw ellings o f the seventeenth to  n ine­

teenth centuries re m a in , newer s truc tu res  o f much la te r  date tend by th e ir  

sheer bulk to dom inate the section o f the s tree t in  which they have been 

erected. One f in e  example is  the bank bu ild ing  ju s t to the south o f the 

B ridge (Photoscape 2). N o t only is  the th re e -s to re y  bu ild ing  ta lle r  than 

most o f the surrounding s truc tu res  but in  the use o f the Renaissance style 

w ith  its  moulded window openings, s trong ly  p ro jec ting  eaves, low  ro o f  angle 

and emphasis on h o riz o n ta lity  i t  is  seen to be to ta lly  out o f  character. 

P rogress ing  along the s tree t the in tim a te  charac te r o f  the town re tu rns .

The s tree t line  is  ir re g u la r  and closes enter f ro m  both sides, those to the 

west g iv ing access to  Junction Road ra th e r than, as in  the past, to the 

shore o f the Peerie  Sea. Only one veh icu la r access occurs along A lb e rt 

Street -  Laing Street. Named a f te r  the fa m ily  who, occupying Papdale 

during the e a rly  p a rt o f the la s t cen tu ry , did so much to aid the development 

o f the town, its  m ost notable bu ild ing  is  the Renaissance fo rm  o f the 

Orkney County L ib ra ry . The same m ix tu re  o f old and new continues, w ith 

the 'B ig  T re e ',  occupying p a rt o f the roadway near Broad Street, serv ing 

to rem ind the present population that garden ground ra th e r than com m erc ia l 

prem ises once existed in  that area.

A t the e x it  o f A lb e r t S treet severa l notable rem a ins occur 

(Photoscape 3). To the east is  the na rrow  lane known as the Strynd, at the 

s tree t end o f which was, in  the eighteenth cen tu ry , the house occupied as 

the Tolbooth. To  the west is  the s ite  o f the old castle the existence o f 

which is  com memorated in  the plaque on the side o f what was once the Castle 

Hote l and in  the name o f the new veh icu la r lin k  to Junction Road. S light 

progress in to  Broad S treet, once the Old K ir k  Green, b rings the im press ive  

Gothic fo rm  o f  St. Magnus Cathedral in to  view. The red sandstone m asonry 

together w ith  the a rc h ite c tu ra l style and its  general size sets th is  bu ild ing  

apart f ro m  its  surroundings, the orien ta tion  o f the lanes leading f ro m  the 

west together w ith  the s tree t i t s e l f  fu r th e r  focus ing  attention on the church. 

Opposite a re  a number o f bu ild ings o f va ry ing  ages, shapes and sizes. The 

courtyarded house o f P rovost Riddoch can be seen which, b u ilt  in  the
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m id-e ighteenth  century, s t i l l  has the carved gate posts at the entrance to the 

court. The dom inant s truc tu re  on the west side o f the s tree t is ,  however, the 

Scots ba ron ia l town h a ll erected at the end o f the la s t century to replace the 

old town h a ll which stood in  f ro n t  o f the Cathedral. Broad Street ends w ith  

Tankerness House and the ’Ludgeing’ ind ica ting  the beginning o f the other 

ancient p a rt o f  the town -  the Laverock.

A t the entrance to the B ishop ’ s town the s tree t narrow s once more

and resum es its  flagstone  surface  (Photoscape 4). There are  a g rea te r

num ber o f houses w ith  th e ir  gables fa c in g  the road in  th is  section and the

narrow  p lo ts o f land extending o r ig in a lly  to the shore are not as heavily  b u ilt

upon as those to the north. Most houses are two storeys in  height although a

row  o f s m a lle r cottages does ex is t along Gunn’s Close and the Royal Hotel,

occupying a s ite  towards the m idd le  o f V ic to r ia  Street, contains fo u r  f lo o rs .

Adjacent to the ho te l a r ic h ly  carved lin te l m arks the doorway o f the ancient
4dw elling house o f John T r a i l l  and Helen Stewart. G enerally the s truc tu res 

in  V ic to ria  Street a re  com para tive ly  l i t t le  changed and in  only two o r three 

instances have new bu ild ings been introduced. These, although m odern in  

design, a re  o f sm a ll size and thus do not de trac t f ro m  the antique appearance 

o f the Laverock.

Beyond V ic to r ia  Street there, are s t i l l  rem inde rs  o f the ancient 

foundation o f the burgh. The quaint cottage at the end o f C lay Loan (Plate 

60) w ith  its  sym m e trica l facade -  despite the in troduction  o f one m odem  

window -  s im ple  h a lf  d o rm e rs , crow -steps and ancient ro o f  is  one example. 

O thers are  found fa r th e r  f ro m  the ea rly  centre o f hab ita tion, along the road 

to G laitness, although in  many o f these cases the rendering  o f the stonework 

and re ro o fin g  tends to update the appearance o f the s truc tu re . (Plate 61 and 

62).

F ro m  the viewpoint at the top o f the Cathedral tow er i t  is  possible 

to obtain both one o f the best panoramas o f the burgh, ancient and m odern, 

and an apprecia tion o f the func tiona l zonation.

To the east o f the present harbour the prom ontory on which 

C rom w e ll’ s so ld ie rs  b u ilt th e ir  f o r t  is  c le a rly  id e n tif ie d  (Photoscape 5).

Now occupied by single storey v il la s  i t  is  pa rt o f the housing development that 

has occurred in  the triang le  o f ground between Weyland and the East H ill.  •
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Ind iv idua l p lo ts having been developed at d if fe re n t  tim es there is l i t t le  un i­

fo rm ity  o f design o r plan. The lin e  o f Catherine Place and the o il tanks are 

both v is ib le . In  the centre o f the v iew  the Renaissance re v iv a l s ty ling  o f the 

County L ib ra ry  w ith  its  pedimented windows stands out above other sm a lle r 

and p la in e r dw ellings. To the east die la rge  G eorg ian-sty le  v il la s  o f 

L ilybank and Daisybank occur, surrounded by much open ground. The estate 

o f papdale, although considerably reduced in  size since the Laings started 

feu ing  p lo ts f o r  house and church bu ild ing  in  the nineteenth century, is  s t i l l  

recognizable. The old house -  an im press ive  country mansion w ith  a centra l 

pediment decora ting an otherw ise s im ple facade -  s t i l l  ex is ts  sheltered by its  

be lt o f trees. In  fa c t  the panorama ind ica tes how well, trees grow w ith in  the 

she lte r o f the town. The la tes t encroachment on the grounds o f the old fa rm  

is  in  the fo rm  o f new school bu ild ings o f which the hoste l b locks, standing 

on the sou th -fac ing  va lle y  side o f Papdale burn , fo rm  a noticeable obtrusion 

on the skyline. To the south o f the burn m ore housing development has 

occurred . Commencing in  the nineteenth century w ith  the erection  o f la rge 

v il la s  f o r  the w e a lth ie r  m em bers o f socie ty, and the severa l churches, 

in f i l l in g  continued in  the twentieth century. Much o f the housing development 

was the re s p o n s ib ility  o f the Town Council but some m ore in te res ting  priva te  

residences have been constructed. Fo llow ing  the curve o f Dundas Cresent 

the m a jo r m odern housing estates are  reached. A lthough d if fe re n t  sections 

were developed at d if fe re n t  tim es in  the post-w ar period there is  a ce rta in  

u n ifo rm ity  o f style which produces a d e fin ite  monotony in  the townscape.

Looking south f ro m  the tow er one p icks up the rem a ins o f the 

E a r l ’ s and B ishop ’s Palaces and, running upslope f ro m  the houses along 

V ic to r ia  Street, the lines  o f the o r ig in a l long burghage p lots. Although 

development p a r t ic u la r ly  o f housing now spreads some considerable distance 

f ro m  the centre o f the town much o f the ancient fa rm in g  land o f St. Ola 

s t i l l  rem a ins in  the c o rr id o r  o f land between K irk w a ll Bay and that o f 

Scapa.

To  the west the v iew  changes somewhat (Photoscape 6'). Housing 

development, surrounding some im portance pub lic bu ild ing  in  the fo rm  o f 

B a lfo u r H osp ita l and the Orkney County Home, is  Km ited in  extent being 

replaced by what is  known as the m ain in d u s tr ia l zone o f K irk w a ll.  W ith the 

c rea tion  o f Junction Road and the rec lam ation  o f p a rt o f the Peerie  Sea land
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was ava ilab le  f o r  uses o th e r than  housing. Indeed th is  area could be said 

to  have been p o s it iv e ly  undesirab le  f o r  re s id e n tia l use because o f the 

increas ing  p ra c tic e  o f  using the  P eerie  Sea as a rubb ish  dump,whereas the 

f l a t  land o f  low  value ly in g  adjacent to  the  ha rbour and c e n tra l area o f the 

tow n w ith  good road com m unica tions could prove h ig h ly  des irab le  f o r  s it in g  

se rv ice  in d u s tr ie s . S tru c tu re s , bo th  la rg e  and s m a ll, w ere erected  to  

se rve  a v a r ie ty  o f  purposes inc lud ing  w ho lesa ling , sm a ll m anu fac tu ring  

in d u s try ,  o f f ic e s ,  re p a ir  shops, e tc . The Phoenix Cinema is  an im p o rta n t 

bu ild ing  to  the  south and n o t f a r  away is  the  slaughterhouse and prem ises 

se llin g  a g r ic u ltu ra l equ ipm ent, to g e th e r  w ith  a gasholder conspicuously 

iso la te d  on p a r t  o f  the  C r a f ty .  Some n ine teen th  c e n tu ry  dw ellings e x is t 

b u t  these  are  re s t r ic te d  to  tw o  row s o f  te rra c e d  houses and a p a ir  o f  

dw ellings in  Tankerness Lane. The d iv e rs ity  o f  s ty le  in  the  in d u s tr ia l 

s e c to r  is  c le a r ly  in d ica te d  in  the  photographs. One dom inan t bu ild ing  on 

th e  la te s t  sec tion  o f  re c la m a tio n  is th a t  belonging to  the  S c o tt is h  H yd ro - 

E le c t r ic  B oard  which f a r  exceeds the  o th e r  p rem ises in  s ize . The areas 

given ove r to  th e  A u c tio n  M a r t  and the  Gas Company are also re a d ily  

id e n t if ia b le .

On th e  ground th e  w id th  and d iv e rs ity  o f  bu ild ing  along Junction Road 

appears in  m arked c o n tra s t to  the  m ain  s t r e e t  which i t  p a ra lle ls  (Photoscape 

7). In  a d d itio n , m odern lig h t in g  schemes and shop and garage signs tend to  

g ive a c lu tte re d  appearance breaking up even the  harm onious rh y th m  o f the  

ridged  ro o fs  o f  many o f  the  one -s to re y  bu ild ings. The m ain  m odem  build ing 

is  a h o r iz o n ta l s t ru c tu re  housing c e r ta in  G overnm ent O ff ic e s  which although 

o f  a s im ila r  h e igh t blends p o o rly  w ith  i t s  neighbours. P robab ly th e  m o s t 

in te re s t in g  views gained by a w a lk  along Junction Road are those glim pses o f 

th e  old p a r t  o f  th e  tow n , p a r t ic u la r ly  the  C a thed ra l, v ia  th e  na rrow  lanes 

and s tre e ts .

Beyond th e  A y re  the  o ld m i l l  has been converted  in to  a packing 

s ta t io n  f o r  O rkney Egg P roducers w h ile  the  rem a in ing  hangars and p re fa b r i­

cated dw ellings o f  the  H a ts ton  a ir  base are used by s m a ll in d u s tr ia l concerns 

and as te m p o ra ry  dwellings p r io r  to  the a cq u is itio n  o f  C ouncil housing 

(P la te  63). I t  is  to  be re g re tte d  th a t  th is  area bo rde ring  one o f  the  m ain 

approaches to  th e  burgh has such a d ilap ida ted  shan ty -tow n  appearance.

The map in d ica tin g  bu ild ing fu n c tio n  displays many c o n tra s ts  

between K irk w a ll and Strom ness (A tla s  Map 3). Possibly the  m o s t s tr ik in g
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d is tr ib u t io n  -  m a in ly  because o f  the  size o f  the  ground plan -  is  th a t  f o r  

bu ild ings p rov id ing  pub lic  m eeting  places -  churches, h a lls , schools, etc. -  

and those p rov id ing  a pub lic se rv ice  -  h o te ls , p o s t o f f ic e ,  garages, banks. 

Because o f  th e  t ra d it io n a l im po rtance  o f  the  c a p ita l as an a d m in is tra tiv e  

and se rv ice  c e n tre , g re a te r  economic d iv e rs ity  has re s u lte d  and th is  is  

re f le c te d  in  the  g re a te r  s ize and percentage o f such bu ild ings. The high 

incidence o f  fo rm e r  re s id e n tia l bu ild ings along the  s t r e e t  th a t  have been 

to ta l ly  converted  to  com m erc ia l use, to g e th e r  w ith  th e  s m a lle r percentage 

o f  cases w here the  owners res ide  over th e  business p rem ises  can be seen.

In  S trom ness th is  tre n d  is  n o t fo llow ed . There  a re , however, a s ig n if ic a n t 

num ber o f th e  o ld e r b u ild ings , p a r t ic u la r ly  those to  th e  south  end o f  

V ic to r ia  S tre e t ,  th a t  re ta in  t h e ir  p u re ly  re s id e n tia l fu n c tio n .

On th e  rec la im ed  shore o f  the  P e e rie  Sea many o f  the  in d u s tr ia l 

com ponents o f  the  economic s t ru c tu re  are  ga thered  b u t space rem ains 

ava ilab le  f o r  ca rpark ing . Beyond the  A y re  the  H a ts to n  in d u s tr ia l s ite ,  

com pris ing  about 33 acres o f  land , conta ins H a lm a tic  -  a f i r m  build ing 

f ib r e  g lass boa ts ; p o s t o f f ic e  garages, a coal s to re  and a p o u lt ry  ha tchery  

among i t s  occup iers.

W ith in  the  rem a inder o f  the  tow n in d u s tr ia l s ite s  are sm a ll and 

s c a tte re d . F o r  in s tan ce , in  new ly enlarged p rem ises in  Palace Road t ra d ­

it io n a l s tra w  p la i t  f o r  baske ts  and the  'O rkney C h a ir ' a re  m anufactu red . 

P r in t in g  w orks  are  found bo th  in  Junction Road and V ic to r ia  S tre e t w h ile  the 

s ilv e r  je w e lle ry  in d u s try  has a ce n tre  ad jacen t to  a dw elling  house in  M ount 

D riv e . The only o th e r m a jo r developm ent is  to  be found in  the  ex trem e  sou th ­

eas t o f  the  burgh and inc ludes, on sepa ra te  s ite s ,  the  C laym ore C ream ery 

and the  H ighland P a rk  D is t i l le r y .

A lthough no C e n tra l Business D is t in c t  can s t r i c t l y  be said to  e x is t,  

th a t  area o f  the  S tre e t between the  harbour and V ic to r ia  Road does conta in 

th e  p r in c ip a l business p rem ises (A tla s  Map 4). However, th e re  is  some 

o v e rs p ill in to  Junction Road w ith  the  m ain fu rn itu re  dea lers in  p a r t ic u la r  

seeking th e  m ore  spacious p rem ises to  be found th e re . In c o n tra s t to  

Strom ness K irk w a ll conta ins a branch o f  H epw orths , B oots  the  C hem ists and 

W oo lw orths , d isp lay ing i t s  h igher urban s ta tu s . O the rw ise  the  census o f 

businesses along the  s t re e t  fo llo w s , in  the  r e ta i l  s e c to r , a s im ila r  p a t te rn  

to  th a t  in  th e  younger burgh. In a d d itio n , o f course, th e re  are  th e  o ff ic e s  

o f  tw o  s o H c ito rs , one accoun tan t, the  Custom  House, th e  O rkney Council o f
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Socia l Service and the  Education D e p a rtm e n t w ith in  th is  zone.

The continu ing  increase in  popu la tion  p u ts  p ressu re  n o t only on 

th e  am en ities  and serv ices provided w ith in  th e  burgh b u t also on the land 

ava ilab le  f o r  new housing developm ent. However, a lthough  th e  t e r r i t o r y  

covered by residences is s te a d ily  enlarging considerable areas o f open space 

-  bo th  pub lic  and p r iv a te  -  rem a in  in  the  c a p ita l (A tla s  Map 5). Two m a jo r 

areas o f  pub lic  open space e x is t  -  a t  B ignold P a rk  to  the  sou th -e a s t o f the 

burgh and Pickaquoy P a rk  in  a ra th e r  is o la te d  p o s itio n  to  th e  w e s t o f  the 

P e e rie  Sea -  p rov id ing  space f o r  fo o tb a ll and hockey to g e th e r  w ith  o th e r 

g rass s p o rts . In  add ition  B ignold P a rk  is  used as the  s ite  o f  the  Annual 

County A g r ic u ltu ra l Show. A lthough under the  auspices o f  the  N a tiona l 

P lay ing  F ie lds  A ssoc ia tion ,P ickaquoy P a rk , opened in  1956 as a George V 

P lay ing  F ie ld , is  used less due to  i t s  s itu a t io n  away f ro m  b o th  the  schools 

and m ain  re s id e n t ia l areas. A much s m a lle r area o f  pub lic  open space lie s  

in  the  va lle y  o f  the  Papdale burn. Now known as the  "W illo w s " the  records 

in d ic a te  th a t  the  in h a b ita n ts  o f  K irk w a ll have had t ra d it io n a l r ig h ts  to  the 

bu m  f o r  washing and bleaching purposes f ro m  th e  e a r lie s t  s tage in  the  

h is to ry  o f  the  burgh.

A reas o f  p r iv a te  open space tend to  be ve ry  s c a tte re d  th roughou t 

th e  c a p ita l and include th e  paddocks surrounding Daisybank and p a r t  o f Papdale 

in  the  e a s t, an area in  Manse P a rk  to  the  south and th e  ground owned by 

th e  Tennis Club adjacent to  M ain S tre e t. Sm all patches o f  ground devoted to  

c h ild re n ’s p lay  areas and a llo tm e n ts  are also d ispersed w ith in  the  m ain 

re s id e n t ia l zones.

How ever, probably the  m o s t im p o r ta n t area is  th a t  inc lud ing  the  

garden o f  Tankerness House, the  K irk  Green and G raveyard , and the  grounds 

o f  th e  tw o  Palaces. S itu a te d  in  the  ce n tre  o f  th e  burgh these grassy areas 

w ith  th e ir  numerous tre e s  bo th  produce a pleasing n a tu ra l background aga inst 

which to  s e t  o f f  the  m ore  im p o r ta n t o f  th e  anc ien t re lic s  and prov ide  a 

c e n tra l 'p a rk ’ where lo c a l in h a b ita n ts  and v is ito rs  can g a th e r to  cha t o r  r e s t  

on benches under th e  le a fy  canopy. The C a thedra l p re c in c t,  such as i t  is ,  

is  thus o f  g re a t am en ity  value and does n o t f in d  an equal in  Strom ness.

As w ith  S trom ness, in  much o f  the  p re se n t townscape o f  K irk w a ll,  

evidence e x is ts  o f  the h is to r ic a l associations o f  th e  burgh. R e lics  o f  the
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N orse  invas ions, p r in c ip a lly  in  the  fo rm  o f  th e  C a th e d ra l, which toge the r 

w ith  th a t  a t  G lasgow, is  one o f  th e  b e s t examples o f ecc le s ia s tica l 

a rc h ite c tu re  o f  the  Romanesque -  G o th ic  pe riod  rem a in ing  in  Scotland, 

to g e th e r  w ith  la te r  e d ifice s  o f  th e  S c o tt is h  earldom, fo rm  a fo c a l p o in t 

in  th e  c e n tre  o f the  burgh. Y e t away f ro m  these grand s tru c tu re s  the 

c h a ra c te r o f  the  dom estic  bu ild ings has also been shown to  re ta in  the  

f la v o u r  o f  th e  p a s t. The b read th  o f the  so c ia l s t ru c tu re  in  evidence in  

th e  d iv e rs ity  o f  bu ild ing  s ty le  along the  s t r e e t  cannot be denied and much 

o f  th e  economic and c u ltu ra l developm ent o f the  town can be regarded as 

re s u lt in g  la rg e ly  f ro m  th e  presence o f many h igh -bo rn  w ea lthy  and 

in f lu e n t ia l re s id e n ts  a t  an e a r ly  da te . However, th e  changes in s tig a te d  

by m any o f  these  en trep reneu rs  demanded a lte ra t io n  o f  the  burgh in  a 

p h ys ica l as w e ll as an economic sense. Thus much o f  the  p resen t townscape 

r e f le c ts  also th e  periods o f  in s ta b il i t y  associated w ith  the  many booms 

and s lum ps. I t  is  th is  a lm o s t cons tan t renew al in  the  lig h t  o f  the  changing 

s o c ia l and economic c lim a te  th a t  c o n tra s ts  m arked ly  w ith  Strom ness. In 

th e  la t t e r  case th e re  was much less soc ia l d iv e rs ity  and the  dependence o f  

a lm o s t th e  e n t ire  popu la tion  on one o r  tw o e n te rp r is e s  a t  any one t im e  

produced a s o r t  o f hom ogeneity th a t  is  re f le c te d  in  th e  phys ica l s tru c tu re  

o f  th a t  tow n.

In  K irk w a ll th is  was never the  case. In the  pe rio d  o f  church versus 

s ta te  ~ in  the  guise o f  th e  E a r l -  tw o  d is t in c t  sections o f  the  town were 

es tab lished  and th is  a f fe c te d  the  com m un ity  developm ent. However, the 

upheavals in  the  church f ro m  the  seventeenth c e n tu ry  onward to g e th e r w ith  

th e  co llapse o f  th e  p o w e rfu l and o fte n  oppressive earldom  allowed th e  Town 

C ouncil to  take  over m uch o f  the  c o n tro l o f  the  town and thus i t s  ro le  as a 

c a p ita l w ith in  th e  O rkneys could be developed. F ro m  the  beginning o f  th e  

e igh teen th  ce n tu ry , th e re fo re ,  th is  new fu n c t io n  o f  conso lida tion  o f  adm in­

is t r a t iv e  powers under the  in fluence  o f  th e  lo c a l in h a b ita n ts  proceeds.

W hateve r p ressu re  ex is ted  to  re s tru c tu re  the  phys ica l and human 

environm ents in  the  p a s t -  e ith e r  f ro m  ind iv idua ls  o r so c ie ty  in  genera l -  

i t  is  undoubtedly surpassed by th a t  in  the  tw e n t ie th  ce n tu ry . W ith  the  

p re s e n t in fluence  o f  m ass-m edia th e re  is perhaps an understandable tren d  

tow a rds  th e  updating  and s tanda rd isa tion  o f  the  various in te r lo c k in g  fa c e ts

o f ,  p a r t ic u la r ly ,  th e  urban cen tres  th ro ugho u t the  coun try . Y e t emphasis
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on ra p id  t ra n s p o r t  sys te m s , housing im provem ents  to  m e e t w ith  a ll die 

c u r re n t planning regu la tions  and C e n tra l G overnm ent c o n tro l over 

deve lopm ent a t  all. leve ls  could, i f  applied un th in k in g ly  to  a town like  

K irk w a ll,  d e s tro y  i t s  in he ren t ch a ra c te r. There  has always been a w ill in g ­

ness among th e  c it iz e n s  o f  the  c a p ita l to  adapt to  the  new 'c lim a te ' b u t 

th is  could lead to  t o ta l  d e s tru c tio n  o f  an h is to r ic  founda tion  upon which 

th e  p o s itio n  o f  th e  c a p ita l, v is-a -v is  the  o th e r  n o rth e rn  is lands and the 

rem a ind e r o f  B r i ta in  to  the  sou th , is  la rg e ly  dependent -  p a r t ic u la r ly  

f o r  the  deve lopm ent o f  i t s  t o u r is t  in d u s try . P robably th e  m o s t im p o rta n t 

fu n c t io n  o f  K irk w a ll today is  th a t  as a d m in is tra tiv e  and m a rk e t cen tre  

f o r  a th r iv in g  a g r ic u ltu ra l com m un ity . Y e t the  no ticeab le  d r i f t ,  especia lly 

o f  th e  young, f ro m  the  land and the  subsequent ageing o f  th e  rem ain ing 

com m un ity  o f te n  re s u lt in g  in  t o ta l  depopulation o f the  o u tly in g  areas, 

poses im p o r ta n t  prob lem s concerning th e  con tin ua tion  o f  th a t  fu n c tio n .

The interdependence between K irk w a ll and the  is lands is so f in e ly  balanced 

th a t  any m a jo r  change caused, f o r  exam ple, by w idespread depopulation 

could se rio u s ly  u p se t the  economic eq u ilib riu m . Regarded in  th is  l ig h t  the  

c u r re n t  o i l boom thus  p resen ts  a c e r ta in  th re a t  to  the  com m unity . I f  many 

people are  a t t ra c te d  f ro m  the  land by b e t te r  cond itions and h igher wages 

o f fe re d  by the  o i l  companies th e  p a t te rn  th a t  fo llow ed  the  Second W orld  

W ar m ay be repea ted . Thus on th e  decline o f the  o i l  in d u s try  in  the  fu tu re  

th e  n eg lec t o f  th e  old a g r ic u ltu ra l s k il ls  p reven ting  a re tu rn  to  the  land 

m ay fu r th e r  increase th e  depopulation and reduce the  ro le  o f  K irk w a ll as a 

m a rk e t ce n tre . I t s  e f fe c ts  on the  tow n m ay also re s u lt  in  the  d e s tru c tio n  

o f  th e  c h a ra c te r o f  th e  anc ien t s t re e t  under the  name o f  p rog ress  and the  

re c e n t m ode rn isa tion  o f some o f the  o lde r bu ild ings shows th a t  th is  tren d  

has a lready begun. However, the  townscape o f  the  Royal B urgh , lik e  th a t  

o f  S trom ness , could be preserved f o r  p o s te r ity  w ith o u t posing to o  many 

re s t r ic t io n s  on the  emergence o f the  c e n tre  in to  the  fra m e w o rk  o f  the  

m odem  age -  an achievem ent which m ay be des irab le  i f  n o t e ssen tia l f o r  

the  p re s e rv a tio n  o f  th e  Orcadian id e n t ity .



175

CHAPTER IX
Strom ness ’does n o t depend on grand v is ta s  b u t ra th e r  on an 

1
in t im a te  cha rm ' and in  i t s  haphazard a rrangem en t, where even 'the  sea

. . . .  2 . .
is  a dom estic  in s t i tu t io n ',  lie s  i t s  fa s c in a tio n . The view o f  the town

3
' is  a t  o n c e  splendid, va ried  and in te re s t in g ' w ith  th e  build ings hugging

th e  brae  and extending o u t over th e  ebbing t id e  aga inst the  backdrop o f the 

h i l ls  o f  Hoy. The m ile -lo n g  harbour fro n ta g e  is  unique, w ith  a lm o s t every 

dw e lling  occupying i t s  own w h a rf -  th e  c re a tio n  o f a com m un ity  th a t  a t  a l l 

le ve ls  w as, u l t im a te ly ,  dependent f o r  i t s  Hvelihooa on th e  sea. S trom ness, 

unHke K irk w a ll,  did n o t p rov ide  o p p o rtu n it ie s  f o r  w ea lthy  m erchan ts  and 

landed g e n try  to  e re c t noble tow n houses o f  a sh la r, e legan tly  p roportioned  

and la id  o u t round a c o u rty a rd . A t  th is  s ite  the  physica l c o n s tra in ts  o f  the  

s te e p ly -s lo p in g  g ra n ite  ridge  w ere too  g re a t and th e  s itu a t io n  v is-a-vis the 

r e s t  o f  th e  kingdom  rendered the  c re a tio n  o f such m agn ificence fu t i le .

The m a in  concern was access to  the  tra d in g  vessels seeking a safe  anchorage 

in  the  ha rbour and to  th is  end, and to  overcome the  topographic prob lem s, 

a w a ll o f  bu lw arks was estab lished on which the  dw e llings, gable end to  the 

sea, were erected .

F ro m  th e  seis ins i t  seems ev ident th a t  in  the  decades succeeding 

th e  in i t ia l  feu ing  o f  a quoy on the  m id -sho re  to  A lexander C halm er a f a i r ly  

ra p id  deve lopm ent occurred . E n trep rene u rs  f ro m  many p a r ts  o f Orkney and 

indeed f ro m  m uch fa r th e r  a f ie ld  were quick to  reaHse th e  p o te n tia l o f the  

o th e rw ise  neg lected bay. The im m ig ra t io n , however, posed problem s o f  

accom m odation and the  se is ing o f tenem ents o f land on the  h i l l  f o r  the 

p r in c ip a l purpose o f  house c o n s tru c tio n  continued apace. The urban g row th  

was e r ra t ic  and unplanned, th e re fo re , w ith  quoys on some sections o f  the 

shore being subdivided many tim e s  in  ve ry  few  years w h ile  o th e rs , due 

poss ib ly  to  p rob lem s o f ow nership , rem ained und is tu rbed  f o r  much longer. 

One m ay specu late why, in  a ll the  m ile  o f shore, A lex . C halm er should have 

s e tt le d  where he did. A lthough ad jacent to  a burn which would have provided 

fre s h  w a te r  the  s ite  is  steep and craggy and in  i t s  undeveloped s ta te  th e re  

is  l ik e ly  to  have been a s ig n if ic a n t c l i f f  fa l l in g  to  the  rocky shore.

P e rhaps, how ever, he had no choice b u t received th a t  p o r t io n  o f the  h i l l  

which th e  Bishop though t the m o s t unsu itab le  f o r  any fu tu re  use he 

h im s e lf  m ay have conceived. The records alas th ro w  no lig h t  on th is
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situation. Once de lim ited  th is  quoy seems to have provided the centre fo r  

fu tu re  bu ild ing  although at a f a i r ly  e a rly  stage there were occasional 

dw e llings ly in g  some distance to the north  and south.

W hile  m ost o f the in it ia l inhabitants seem to have been f i r m ly  

established in  a c ra f t  o r to have lin k s  w ith  the sea -  persons who had both 

the demand f o r  and means to provide a f a i r ly  substantia l s truc tu re  -  there 

may have been others m ere ly  squatting along the shore in  t u r f  hovels o f 

which no trace  rem a ins. However, even f o r  these poo re r incom ers the great 

abundance o f lo ca l stone, o ften  ly in g  haphazardly on p lo ts that had to be 

cleared anyway p r io r  to bu ild ing , would have enabled a m ore w ea the r-p roo f 

hab ita tion  to be constructed on th is  rem ote shore. In  the present burgh, 

th e re fo re , a range o f bu ild ing  sty le  is  evident. O ccasionally one o f these 

lo w lie r  dw ellings occurs a llow ing one to postulate that th is  was, in  the 

absence o f conclusive evidence in  w ritte n  documentation, one o f the p rin c ip a l 

constructions in  the f i r s t  bu ild ing  period o f the seventeenth century. W ith 

the inc reas ing  com petition f o r  space at the shore a second and d is tin c t 

period o f bu ild ing  commenced. Although id e n tif ie d  both f ro m  the o rien ta ­

tion  and size o f the hab ita tions them selves and th e ir  arrangem ent on massive 

stone-built w h a rfs , the continuing need f o r  access to  the harbour together 

w ith  the s itua tiona l in h ib itions  on a rc h ite c tu ra l d e ta il, resu lted  in  the 

propagation o f the sim ple res tra ined  mode o f bu ild ing , that composed the 

second pe rio d , f o r  a long tim e. Thus the dating o f ind iv idua l dwellings 

rem a ins  p rob lem atic  during  the two centuries o f m a jo r urban growth.

L a te r s ty les , commencing in  the V ic to r ia n  e ra , a re  m ore re a d ily  id e n tifie d  

and, as in  m ost cases, the bu ild ings include substantia l v il la s  o r public 

e d ific e s , docum entary evidence is  genera lly  ava ilab le  to fa c il ita te  dating.

• Contact w ith  trad ing  vessels p ly ing the northern  w aters -  the 

ra ison  d 'e tre  f o r  Stromness -  can thus be seen as one o f the dominant 

in fluences on the developing townscape. In fa c t  so s ig n ifica n t was the 

com m unication system by w ater that H ttle  regard  was paid to that by land 

u n til the m id-n ineteenth century. However, the establishm ent o f an 

im portan t h e rr in g  in dus try  a t that period necessitated the conveyance o f the 

catches by c a rt to the curing  grounds at the e x tre m itie s  o f the town and the 

narrow  lane along the shore had to be upgraded and paved to serve as the 

m ain thorough fare . Even in  these ca rting  days severe congestion o f the
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stree t occurred and th is  is  m ore s trong ly f e l t  in  the present m otorised age. 

A lthough the m a jo r bottlenecks were cleared at the beginning o f the century 

there rem a in  fe w  points o f access f o r  veh ic les f ro m  the h i l l ,  the side lanes 

genera lly  being na rrow  and stepped. In  addition the s tree t i t s e l f ,  divided 

in to  a se ries  o f S qua res1 o r m ore open sections and !n a rro w s !, zigzags 

between the ir re g u la r  bu ild ing  lin e  o f the old residences and rem a ins 

em inently m ore suitable f o r  pedestrian t r a f f ic .

A n a lys is  o f the s truc tu re  o f the present town thus revea ls  the 

numerous phases o f its  h is to r ic a l growth. Although dating is  d i f f ic u l t  i t  is  

possib le to  place the s truc tu res  in  th e ir  general bu ild ing  period and co rre la tio n  

between th is  map and the evidence o f the old se is ins does a llow  id e n tif ic a tio n  

o f some o f the e a r lie s t hab ita tions. In  addition the bu ild ing  func tion  re fle c ts  

the conversion o f residences in to  p a r t ia l i f  not w ho lly  com m erc ia l prem ises 

-  a tre n d ,it  has been stated,that began in  o rde r to f u l f i l  the requ irem ents o f 

the vast num ber o f seasonal incom ers  during the h e rr in g  boom. Many o f 

the old shop windows along the s tree t -  now boarded up w ith  the re-occupation 

o f the bu ild ings as p riva te  dw ellings -  te s t ify  to  th is  fu n c tio n a l change.

There  is  no Central Business D is tr ic t  in  the s t r ic t  sense o f the te rm . 

Comm erce f lo w e rs  w herever space p e rm its , not in  s p e c ific  zones, along 

the shore although there is  a tendency f o r  la rg e r  in d u s tr ia l and com m erc ia l 

p rem ises to  congregate on the fr in g e  o f the town to the north  as the map -  

analysed la te r  -  c le a r ly  shows.

A t the tim e  o f the in it ia l mapping the Ordnance Survey had not 

published th e ir  c u rre n t plan o f Stromness and thus i t  was necessary to  re tu rn  

to  the County se ries  which, at a scale o f 1 ; 2500, had been produced in  1902.

A  num ber o f im po rtan t changes having occurred in  the burgh during  the 

twentie th century considerable re v is io n  was necessary o f th is  base map. To 

th is  end a e r ia l photographs were obtained f ro m  the Ordnance Survey showing 

the state o f the town in  June 1964. Revis ion was c a rrie d  out by t ra n s fe r  o f 

de ta il f r o m  the photographs onto a tra c in g  o f the old plan. In  addition f ie ld  

checking procedures allowed the most modern developments up to 1972 to be 

plotted on the new base map. Once complete the up-to -da te  plan was 

duplicated andjusedin the p lo tting  o f de ta ils  o f style and func tion  o f the 

ind iv idua l bu ild ings w ith in  the cu rre n t burgh boundary.
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Inspection o f the plans (Atlas Maps 6 & 7) dep icting bu ild ing age and 

style revea ls  a close co rre la tio n  between the period o f development and the 

urban density. The oldest p a rt o f the town is  that bo rde ring  the stree t that 

w inds f ro m  the head o f Hamna Voe south towards the Point o f Ness. In the 

ce n tra l section o f the shore i t  is  seen that m ost o f the build ings are oriented 

w ith  th e ir  gables fa c in g , on one side the s tree t and on the other the harbour -  

a device employed to  a llow  access by the m axim um  number o f people to the 

shore. I t  is  lik e ly  as some o f the seis ins suggest, that many o f the ea rlies t 

hab ita tions were in  fa c t  set back f ro m  the shore, w e ll above the high water 

m ark . Thus extending westward f ro m  C ha lm erfs Quoy were a number o f 

developments in itia te d  by Thomas T a y lo r , W illia m  Johnstone, O live r Smith, 

etc. W hile  the occupation o f A lex. C ha lm er, that o f sm ith , had no obvious 

requ irem en t f o r  a shore line pos ition , other inhabitants such as W illia m  

Johnstone and h is  neighbour to the south-east, John G ray, both sk ippers, had 

m ore obvious sea-going connections and yet are  found some considerable 

d istance up slope. Thus i t  is  l ik e ly  that ve ry  e a rly  in  the h is to ry  o f the town 

there was a d e fin ite  need to establish r ig h ts  o f  way that led to the shore 

between the houses. I t  is  th is  pa tte rn , s t i l l  extant, o f na rrow  stepped lanes 

m eandering up the h i l l  around p rope rty  boundaries that gives such charm  to 

the townscape.

One may put fo rw a rd  a num ber o f suggestions, o ther than the one 

a lready noted, f o r  the adoption o f the c h a ra c te ris tic  arrangem ent o f the 

dw ellings at th is  tim e. In  Chapter V the technique o f bu ild ing  flagstone 

dw e lling  houses p a rtly  on w h a rfs  to  extend the available bu ild ing  land has been 

described. Both to save space and, one may suggest, to reduce the amount 

o f  stone needed in  the construction  o f the p ie r ,  the long axis would freq uen tly  

be at r ig h t angles to  the shore, each p ie r  being separated by nousts and slipways. 

In such dw ellings the shop and liv in g  accommodation was genera lly  on the 

second f lo o r  i.e . that at s tree t le v e l, and there  were s ta irs  up to  the th ird  

f lo o r  bedroom s and to  a ttics  beyond, and down to  the basement which 

extended under p a rt o f the house on the le ve l o f the p ie r. Boats ty ing up at 

these p ie rs  could thus unload th e ir  cargo in to  the basement which was 

fre q u e n tly  used as a warehouse; the goods being la te r  tra n s fe rre d  to the shop 

o r business p rem ises above. (F ig. 46).
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There  w ere , however, severa l disadvantages f ro m  th is  type o f 

construction . The la rg e r windows in  the m ain facades o f the build ings faced 

onto the na rrow  closes that led to the shore and because o f the high density 

bu ild ing  the adjacent dw e lling  was o ften  as l i t t le  as th ree  fe e t away. Thus 

ve ry  l i t t le  lig h t f i l te re d  in to  the room s. The gables them selves generally 

have only one o r two sm a ll windows which again a llow  l i t t le  penetration o f 

sunlight.

In  some cases, how ever, these prob lem s have been eased by 

construc tion  o f a dw e lling  fa c in g  the shore. A  fe w  o f these build ings are 

v e ry  old s tru c tu re s , an example being the sm a ll one-storey bu ild ing  at the 

lo w e r end o f Church Road. Containing both accommodation in  an a ttic  and, 

on the ha rbour s ide, in  a basement the bu ild ing  has the s tree t door below 

s tree t le ve l. A lthough no docum entary evidence was found as to  the actual 

age o f  the bu ild ing , its  o rien ta tion , size and the fa c t that i t  is  s ig n ifica n tly  

below the present le ve l o f the s tree t suggests its  antiqu ity . F u rth e r a 

moulded plaque ex is ts  over the door but the in s c rip tio n  has been erased due 

to the weathering o f the sandstone b lock o f which i t  was composed. Other 

houses such as that constructed by the Graham fa m ily  im m ed ia te ly  to the 

north  o f C h a lm e r’s Quoy are obviously younger and encourage one to d iscover 

o ther reasons f o r  the change in  bu ild ing  arrangem ent.

In  th is  case the Graham fa m ily ,  descendents o f the B ishop who b u ilt 

h is  palace on the iso lated coast at B reckness in  1633, had much p rope rty  and 

grea t wealth when compared to  the no rm a l c ra ftsm e n  o f the tim e. Thus 

Duncan Graham  could a f fo rd  to  construct a la rg e r  p ie r ,  on which to  bu ild , 

and would undoubtedly have been eager to  arrange h is  handsome dw elling so 

that a good v iew  o f the harbour and the M ainland beyond would be available 

and h is  neighbours would not crowd in  on h im .

Upslope f ro m  the s tree t dw ellings are oriented in  a m ore haphazard 

fash io n  but there is  a m arked trend f o r  m ore houses fa c in g  the s tree t to 

occur. Those oriented w ith  th e ir  long axis perpendicu lar to the shore thus 

step upslope adjacent to a lane o r close and have a basement le ve l at the 

low er end o f the slope under the m ain liv in g  area. A s the tow n developed 

away f r o m  the shore there was an increas ing  tendency to site the hab itations 

so that the best views over the bay could be obtained. Thus the W hite House, 

supposedly one o f the e a rlie s t bu ild ings constructed using lim e  m o rta r, by
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the Beatons, wealthy lo c a l landowners, s t i l l  stands iso lated on a kn o ll w ith 

excellent v iew s to  the east.

The fe w  plans tha t do ex is t f r o m  the eighteenth century suggest 

fu r th e r  reasons f o r  the o rien ta tion  o f dw ellings along the shore side. On the 

in it ia l se is ing o f a com para tive ly  la rge  quoy o f land the f i r s t  owner had, 

a pa rt f r o m  obvious topographic cons tra in ts , a f re e  choice o f s ite  f o r  h is  

house. The re s t o f the quoy would then be la id  out w ith  k a ily a rd , peat-brae, 

dung h i l l  and, i f  bo rde ring  the shore, a boat noust. W ith  subdivision o f the 

quoy in f i l l in g  o f these sections occurred and i t  was usual to bu ild  w ith in  the 

lin e s  o f the peat b rae , the k a il-y a rd  dyke, etc. Thus in  the plan o f Chalm er !s 

Quoy drawn by Joshua Johnston in  1792 (F ig. 29) two long peat braes are marked 

im m ed ia te ly  to the south side o f a na rrow  lane now known as Khyber Pass 

leading to  T ay lo r*s  Quoy. The cu rre n t map ind ica tes two sem i-detached and 

v e ry  cramped dw ellings f i l l in g  th is  space, the bu ilde rs  having obviously been 

severe ly  lim ite d  by the extent o f  the fo rm e r  braes.

In  the newer bu ild ing  fa r th e r  up the h i l l  much m ore space was 

ava ilab le  f o r  development and the existence o f town planning regu la tions 

govern ing such th ings as r ig h t o f lig h t and pos ition  o f bu ild ing  lines  renders 

the townscape less  in te res ting . Yet even in  the oldest sections changes have 

occurred . The conversion o f dw ellings in to  com m erc ia l p rem ises in  the 

hey-day o f the h e rr in g  indus try  has a lready been mentioned. I t  was during  

th is  period  that many occupiers punched a shop doorway in  the centre o f the 

s tree t gable and flanked  th is  entrance by two plate glass windows. As noted 

in  K irk w a ll,  the no rm a l pa tte rn  o f renovation has led to  the replacem ent o f 

the old f la g  and slate ro o fs  and chim neys, the bu ild ing  up o f the crow -step  

gables and the rende ring  o f much o f the outer stonework. Thus w h ile  the 

s truc tu re  is  old the existence o f a modern facade and de ta ils  confuses 

attem pts a t dating the build ings accurate ly. Yet lik e  K irk w a ll the burgh 

re ta in s  an a ir  o f an tiqu ity , the ir re g u la r it ie s  o f the s tree t w ith  the constantly 

changing range o f views experienced during a walk through the tow n re fle c t in g  

aspects o f M ediaevalism .

I f  one commences at the South End and walks north  along the s tree t 

a number o f views are obtained which il lu s tra te  the points a lready mentioned 

in  the tex t and re f le c t  the extent to which the h is to r ic a l element is  reta ined 

m  the present townscape.
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T o the righ t-hand  side o£ the road and extending on to the shore by- 

means o f the no rm a l p ie r  construction  are a double set o f fo u r  dwellings set 

back to back (Photoscape 8). The exact age o f these houses is  not ce rta in  

f ro m  the re co rd s  yet they do appear in  the e a r lie s t engraved views o f the 

town and were, th e re fo re , in  existence in  the eighteenth century. Although there 

has been some s ligh t a lte ra tio n  in  the ex te rna l appearance the chimney w idth, 

crow-stepped gables, slate ro o fs  and general s im p lic ity  o f the facade indicate 

the m ain ch a ra c te r is tic s  o f the a rc h ite c tu ra l style at that period. On the 

opposite side o f the road are two sets o f s ing le -s to rey  te rraced  dwellings.

B u ilt  in  the in te r -w a r  period they are o f no s tr ik in g  a rc h ite c tu ra l m e rit.

The South End o f the s tree t as such begins w ith  a m oderate ly-s ized 

clay-bound stone bu ild ing  b u ilt  on a ro ck  foundation and a sm a ll p ie r. The 

sym m e trica l arrangem ent o f th ree  windows on the upper f lo o r  and two windows, 

one on e ith e r side o f a cen tra l doorway, on the ground f lo o r ,  echoes that 

o ccu rr in g  on the double te rra ce  to the south. A lthough the crow -steps have 

been rem oved on th is  bu ild ing  and a porch has been constructed over the 

f ro n t  door the old stonework is  s t i l l  exposed.

A lthough the flagstone s tree t has been repaved in  many sections, 

and the ce n tra l d ra in  is  now f i l le d  w ith  'cobb les1 o f flagstone -  setts - ,  the 

absence o f a pavement together w ith  the rough appearance o f the roadway is  

re m in isce n t o f the condition o f the old s tree t. The ce n tra l band o f cobbles in  

add ition tends to lead the eye in  to  the next v iew  as the thorough fa re  meanders 

north . The s tree t i t s e lf  is  divided in to  a number o f d is tin c t sections, the 

'square s'being separated by na rrow er sections which channel both pedestrian 

and v e h ic u la r t r a f f ic .

The f i r s t  'square1 to the south occurs where the road takes two a lm ost 

r ig h t angular bends in  f ro n t  o f the museum. As one enters the square a suite 

o f old f is h e rm e n ’s cottages standing, behind the museum, on th e ir  own p ie rs  

comes in to  view . Two o f these sm a ll bu ild ings are  ex trem e ly  ancient and 

have been la rg e ly  untouched f o r  the la s t two centuries. E xh ib iting , lik e  the 

p ie rs  on which they are b u ilt ,  the rough stonework o f the e a r lie r  bu ild ing  period 

they also re ta in  the sm a ll windows, wide chim neys, ancient s la te  ro o fs  and 

crow -steps that have been removed f ro m  so much o f the town. On rounding 

the f i r s t  o f the bends one sees the entrance to a cou rt o f new build ing that has 

in f i l le d  the old d is t i l le ry  site. The second bend leads in to  A lfre d  Street.



(Photoscape 9).

A lf re d  Street -  one o f the na rrow  sections -  leads eventually in to  

A lf re d  Square, a la rg e , anonymous open space lack ing  both cohesion and 

characte r. On both sides o f the s tree t the bu ild ings are  f o r  the m ost pa rt 

oriented no rth -sou th  and genera lly  tend to  be la rg e  w ith  a m ore m odern 

appearance. On the facades emphasis is  placed on s trin g -co u rse s , quoins 

and window d e ta il and m ost o f  the stonework is  rendered. Chimneys are 

n a rro w e r and crow -s teps ra re . Ly ing  some distance south o f C h a lm er1 s 

Quoy where the e a r lie s t development occurred i t  is  l ik e ly  that th is  section 

o f the town was not densely developed u n til the la s t century. One te rra c e , 

gable end to  the s tre e t, p ro trud ing  beyond the no rm a l bu ild ing  lin e , squeezes 

the road shorewards b e fo re  the square is  reached. The open area at th is  

po in t was p a r t ia lly  created by the dem o lition  o f a se ries  o f houses, in  the 

1900’s, that had fo rm e d  a bottleneck in  the fo rm e r  ca rting  days.

One’ s eye is  led by the long h o rizo n ta l lines  o f a store  belonging to  

the C om m iss ioners o f N orthern  Lighthouses to  the west side o f the square 

where a nobly proportioned house w ith  round arched doorways, one w ith  a 

moulded canopy and p il la rs  (a tw entie th century a ffe c ta tio n ), stands.

The s tree t na rrow s be fo re  tu rn ing  in to  M el vine P lace, the f i r s t  

section o f the town where documentary evidence lin k s  i t  w ith  the seventeenth 

century  phase o f bu ild ing  (Photoscape 10). Notably at th is  po int is  a sm a ll 

house o f unusual appearance. A  co rne r gablet has a window at s tree t le ve l 

and the doorway o f the house is  reached by descending a fe w  steps. T h is  

suggests that the house is  e a rly  and may have been b u ilt  when the muddy 

s tre e t was low er. The houses on the ex it f r o m  the square exh ib it the 

adaptation to  slope. C loses are  stepped and at the s tree t end o f the house 

a re  windows in to  a basement. The m ain p a rt o f the dw elling is  tw o -s to rey  

but accom m odation also ex is ts  in  the a ttic . The rough arrangem ent o f 

flags tones  can be seen in  many o f these bu ild ings.

F ro m  th is  point north the s tree t contains some o f the oldest

s tru c tu re s  in  the town (Photoscape 11). T h is  is  the area m arked on the map

o f 1700 as M e lv ine ’s Quoy, Mowat's Quoy and C h a lm e r’s Quoy and i t  is  in
4

the la t te r  tenement o f land that the s tree t plunges through its  narrow est , 

m ost ir re g u la r  section be fo re  opening in to  Graham Place. N early  a l l  the
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houses in  th is  sec tion  o f C ha lm er's  Quoy are gable end on to  th e  s tre e t.

The slope to  the  shore is  steep and thus s teps have been cons truc te d  to  

lead down onto  the  in d iv idua l p ie rs . A lthough many o f 1116 gables have been 

rendered a f t e r  conversion to  com m e rc ia l p re m ise s , thus o b lite ra t in g  the 

o ld  stone w o rk , the  m a in  facades o fte n  continue to  e x h ib it the  random 

f la g s to n e  c o n s tru c tio n

F ro m  th is  sec tion  o f  C ha lm er's  Quoy -  now known as Porteous' Brae 

-  the  c e n tre  o f  the  town is  reached. In the  la s t  cen tu ry  a dw elling  occupied 

m o s t o f  th is  now open area b u t ,  leaving only c.4 fe e t  between bu ild ings , i t  

posed a severe p rob lem  to  t r a f f i c  f lo w  and was demolished e a rly  in  the 

p re s e n t ce n tu ry . The 'square ' thus fo rm e d  is  th e  m o s t cohesive o f those 

along th e  s t re e t .  (Photoscape 12).

On descending f ro m  th e  b rae  and cross ing  th e  o ld lin e  o f Duncan's 

B u m  one's eye is  bo th  a rre s te d  by th e  gables o f houses p ro tru d in g  in to  the 

s t r e e t  lin e  and contained w ith in  the  open space. A num ber o f  stepped closes 

e n te r  th e  square f ro m  th e  h i l l  and serve  f u r th e r  to  focus a t te n t io n  in to  the 

b o w l- lik e  area. Facades and gables are  genera lly  re g u la r and la rg e ly  

unadorned. In  e x itin g  f ro m  the  square the  road narrow s once m ore  and rises  

s lig h t ly .  The ground f lo o r  o f  each bu ild ing  is  now given ove r to  com m erc ia l 

use and the  shop and o f f ic e  fro n ta g e  has in  m any cases been m odernised.

Above, the  s im p le  s tonew ork and window a rrangem ent rem a ins. In  gaps along 

th is  se c tio n  are  some o f the  m ore  im p o r ta n t bu ild ings such as V ic to r ia  S tre e t 

Church and th e  fo rm e r  Union Bank -  th e  la t t e r  ad jacent to  Manse Lane.

I t  is  through the  closes and lanes th a t  new v is ta s  and views catch the  

eye (Photoscape 13). G limpses o f bu ild ings a re  caught f ro m  many angles 

and th e  sea suddenly w i l l  appear a t  th e  end o f  row s o f s im p le  co ttages .

A lth ough  new build ings have been e rected  i t  is  o f te n  the  case th a t  o ld ones 

have m e re ly  been converted to  a new fu n c tio n . Thus e x tra  bedroom  

accom m odation f o r  the  Oakleigh H o te l is  found in  a s t r in g  o f  old co ttages 

and coach houses standing on an ad jacent p ie r .  However, when the  P a rish  

Church was moved f ro m  the  old k irk y a rd  on W arebeth Beach in to  the  tow n 

in  the  beginning o f the  e igh teenth  cen tu ry  i t  occupied an open and im posing 

s i te  to  the  w e s t o f  the  m ain s t r e e t  in  p a r t  o f  L o u t t i t 's  Quoy. Extended and 

r e b u i l t  in  1814 i t  has a sU gh tly  D u tch  appearance p a r t ic u la r ly  in  the  ro o f

s ty lin g  and although fu n c tio n in g  as a Youth C en tre  a t the  p re se n t t im e  i t



s t i l l  dom inates Church Road, one o f the fe w  veh icu la r access points along the 

length o f the m ain stree t.

The s tree t continues north bending seawards in  f ro n t  o f the new Post 

O ff ic e  (Photoscape 14). There  is  a m ix tu re  o f bu ild ings dep icting various 

stages o f a lte ra tio n  but a s ig n ifica n t development has been the in troduction  o f 

bow-windowed do rm e rs  producing an ir re g u la r ity  o f r o o f- l in e  that fa i ls  to 

harm onise w ith  the adjacent s truc tu res. The s tree t soon opens in to  the 

la rg e s t and least cohesive o f the spaces -  that around the p ie r  head. The 

bu ild ings v a ry  f ro m  ancient barns and storehouses and a co llec tion  o f 

m iscellaneous sheds to the w e ll-p ropo rtion ed  old r ic e  warehouse and the hotel 

and banks -  notable V ic to ria n  ed ifices .

Beyond the p ie r  head the s tree t closes in  again (Photoscape 15). Th is  

is  the reg ion  o f L in k la te r ’s Quoy which by 1700 had been subdivided severa l 

tim es . Shortly a fte rw a rd s , in  1711, James M il la r  obtained a se is in  f o r  a 

sm a ll piece o f ground and erected his house at the top o f a stepped close.

S t il l bearing h is coat o f  a rm s  above the doorway i t  is  th is  house that f o r  many 

yea rs  has been considered to be the e a r lie s t bu ild ing  in  the town. As was 

found in  the section o f the s tree t to  the south o f M elvine Place the dwellings 

in  th is  p a rt o f the town m ore fre q u e n tly  face  the shore although, occasionally, 

a gable is  slotted in to  a na rrow  plot. P la ine r do rm ers  appear on some o f 

these bu ild ings and lik e  those in  other parts  o f the town, subsequent renovation 

has a lte red  many o f the de ta ils  o f the o r ig in a l design. A t the N orth  End, a 

la rge  and im press ive  th re e -s to re y  bu ild ing  known as ’Spedding’s 1 occurs.

Set on a p ie r  w e ll below the le ve l o f the s tree t, the ground f lo o r  d isplays 

round arched openings that may have taken boa ts or coaches in  bygone days. 

T h is  bu ild ing  lik e  the unique double te rra ce  at the South End is  ancient, 

appearing in  a l l  the e a rly  engraved views. No documentary evidence has been 

found to lin k  i t  conc lus ive ly  w ith  p a rt ic u la r  m erchant in  the town although i t  

stands in  the reg ion  o f the p lo t o f land o r ig in a lly  named as M a rw ick 's  Quoy.

F ro m  th is  point the s tree t peters out. The flagstones are replaced 

by tarm acadam , the bu ild ing  development becomes sporadic and the road to 

K irk w a ll s tre tches out over the brae. A  set o f ancient cottages borders: the 

road a t the bay head which, w ith  the rec lam ation  o f the shore, now back onto 

the new road leading to the fe r r y .  A t th is  section o f the town, however, space 

was ava ilab le  f o r  m in o r in d u s tr ia l development and housing schemes both now
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s tre tch ing  along the three rou tes north.

0£ the newer te r r i to r y  at the back o f the town probably the most 

in te re s tin g  area is  that bo rde ring  Duncan*s B u rn  in  the centre o f the burgh 

(Photoscape 16). The bu rn  now la rg e ly  confined and piped underground fo r  

much o f its  length can be traced by observation o f the position  o f the gently 

sloping va lle y  sides. F ro m  the brae to  the south one*s eye is  drawn by the 

o rien ta tion  o f recen t s truc tu res  to focus  on the tow er o f the church in  

V ic to r ia  Street. To the west the land r is e s  to G rieve ship T e rra c e , a deve l­

opment o f the e a rly  pos t-w a r pe riod , behind which are  the p re fab rica ted  huts 

o f the ATS Camp used as tem p o ra ry  dw ellings. The Back Road sweeping 

down in to  the va lle y  ascends the northe rn  slope and, in  a se ries  o f smooth 

cu rves , disappears behind the school bu ild ings. The a rc h ite c tu ra l de ta il is  

not m e rito r io u s  but the concentration o f v is io n  in to  th is  sm a ll va lle y  -  which 

in  its  lo w e r section became the focus  o f the e a rly  development o f the shore­

lin e  -  and the in te rp la y  o f ancient and modern s truc tu res  provides the 

townscape in  th is  area too w ith  a ce rta in  fasc ina tion .

A n a lys is  o f bu ild ing  fu nc tion  (A tlas Map 8) shows tha t, f o r  the most 

p a r t,  the non -res iden tia l bu ild ings i.e . o f f ic e s  and r e ta il p rem ises are strung 

out along the whole length o f the s tree t. In add ition , however, the la rg e r 

in d u s tr ia l concerns are situated both to the north and south end o f the town where 

re s id e n tia l development th ins and the slopes become m ore gentle and thus 

su itab le f o r  such development. These areas, together w ith  the ho lm s, were 

o f course u tilise d  as curing  grounds during the h e rr in g  f is h e ry  due to the 

ava ilab le  space.

In  m ost cases the s tree t shows signs o f fu n c tio n a l adaptation o f the 

bu ild ings. L i t t le  has been demolished the ground f lo o r  room  adjacent to the 

s tree t being m e re ly  converted to the changed usage. O ften  the basement 

serves as the warehouse f o r  goods although today l i t t le  is  de live red by sea 

to the in d iv id u a l p ie rs .

A  census ca rrie d  out in  July 1971 o f those bu ild ings along the s tree t 

given over to something other than a pu re ly  re s id e n tia l fu n c tio n  revea ls  the 

v a r ie ty  o f the re ta il p rem ises and th e ir  crowding in to  ce rta in  portions o f the 

s tree t (A tlas Map 4). T h is  study also notes a number o f empty shops and 

those re -occup ied  as p riva te  dwellings -  the re lic s  o f  the h e rr in g  boom. The 

m ost a ttra c tiv e  loca tion  f o r  re ta ilin g , th e re fo re , appears to be that portion  o f
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the s tree t extending f ro m  Porteous B rae north to include the p ie r head.

C e rta in ly  there  tends to  be a d is tin c t movement o f  shops f ro m  the narrow  

sections o f the s tree t to the m ore open areas -  the la tte r  enabling shoppers to 

stand and look in  shop windows w ithout fe a r  o f th e ir  l i f e  as veh ic les  swing 

between the bu ild ing  lines  in  the m ore re s tr ic te d  sections. To  the north and 

south the shops th in  out, those fe w  that do occur tending to  be general merchants 

and thus acting as the 'c o rn e r shop' found fre q u e n tly  among re s id e n tia l 

developments o f less  unusual urban areas. I t  is  s ig n if ic a n t, however, that 

the inhabitants s t i l l  liv e  over th e ir  shop o r o f f ic e ,  a c h a ra c te ris tic  o f the 

v illa g e  ra th e r than the town, and only ra re ly  is  a bu ild ing  com ple te ly converted 

f o r  com m e rc ia l use.

A p a rt f r o m  the open space to  the north  and south o f the burgh the 

m ain  area o f fu n c tio n a l d iv e rs ity  is  at the p ie r  head. Here in  open ground 

on Lou ttits * Quoy the m a jo r V ic to ria n  developments occurred in  the build ing 

o f the Stromness Hotel (P late 64), the Town House and the Bank build ings. 

Constructed o f ash la r m asonry they exh ib it the s ty lised  c row -s teps , s tr in g -  

cours ing , continuous hood m oulding; quoins and f in ia ls  that are ch a ra c te ris tic  

o f  the a rc h ite c tu ra l style at the tu rn  o f the century. Indeed the S rom ness 

H o te l w ith  its  double bays, p illa re d  p o rtico  and co rbe lled , tu r re t - l ik e  fea tu res  

at the gables is  rem in iscen t o f the Scot's ba ron ia l style . A t th is  po in t are 

not only the m ain pubBc bu ild ings, however, but also the s m a lle r o f f ic e s  

and la rg e r  warehouses associated w ith  the p ie r head fu n c tio n s , a p r in tin g  

w o rks , lemonade fa c to ry ,  etc. Composed o f corrugated iro n  o r sim ple 

m asonry they are  a m arked contrast to the f lo w e ry  V ic to ria n  developments 

across the stree t.

A p a rt f r o m  prov id ing  the burgh w ith  its  m a jo r areas o f pub lic open 

space i t  has been noted that the s ites at the po in t o f Ness and those at the bay 

head contain the m ain in d u s tr ia l development. A t the Ness in  the la s t century 

was the sh ip -bu ild ing  yard  owned by J. S tanger/ T h is  s ite  is  now occupied 

f o r  a s im ila r  purpose -  the yard owned by Anderson producing f is h in g  boats 

o f up to  60 fe e t f o r  both the Orkney and B r it is h  m arkets.

To  the north  and stre tch ing along C a irston  Road is  the la rg e s t 

in d u s tr ia l zone in  the burgh (Photoscape 17). Grouped around the road junction 

are  the Gas W orks, Co-operative Society bakery and coal store and the 

A uction  M a rt, a l l  o f which occupy s ites o f considerable size. A t the bay head 

are a s tr in g  o f m iscellaneous prem ises inc lud ing the slaughter-house, workshops,
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and a bu ild ing  fo rm e r ly  occupied by Orkney Egg P roducers. Between the 

road to  K irk w a ll and C a irs to n  Road are the  rem a ins o f  C ra ig m illa r  Camp 

and the  su rv iv ing  h u ts  conta in  workshops o f  va rious s o r ts .  The o th e r m a jo r 

deve lopm ent a t  th is  end o f  the  tow n is  the  ya rd  o f the  m a jo r  bu ild ing 

c o n tra c to r  which lie s  a t the  head o f  H ills id e  Road (P la te  65).

A p a r t  f ro m  the  b u ilt-u p  area th e re  e x is t w ith in  the  burgh boundary 

considerab le  areas o f  open space (A tla s  Map 9). B o th  the  ha rbour and the  

upper slopes o f  B r ir ik ie ’s B rae p rov ide  o p p o rtu n it ie s  f o r  re c re a tio n a l 

p u rs u its .  O u tw ith  the  burgh th e re  is  o p p o rtu n ity  f o r  ba th ing  on the  sandy 

beach a t  W arebeth and f is h in g  on the  lochs to  th e  n o rth .

The m ain  areas o f  pub lic  open space He adjacent to  the  in d u s tr ia l 

zone in  the  tr ia n g u la r  piece o f ground between the  m ain  roads to  K irk w a ll.

The s ite  extending to  some 6 acres is  p a r t ly  s te r i l is e d  by the  foundations 

o f  th e  m iH ta ry  h u ts  and roadways c o n s tru c te d  during th e  w a r. I t  is  used, 

how ever, p r in c ip a lly  during S trom ness shopping week, and f o r  v is it in g  fa ir s ,  

c a r-p a rk in g  and o th e r re c re a tio n a l p u rs u its . A d jacen t to  th is  s ite  a sw im m ing 

poo l has been c o n s tru c te d  in  re c e n t years.

A n o th e r area o f  pub lic  open space e x is ts  tow ards the  P o in t o f  Ness; 

sandwiched between th e  sh ip -bu ild ing  ya rd  and th e  G o lf Course and supplied 

w ith  w a te r  and s a n ita tio n , i t  is  designated as th e  burgh caravan and camping 

s ite .  Nearby is  a s m a ll area used as a ch ild re n 's  p layground.

M a jo r zones o f  p r iv a te  open space a re  found again ly in g  to  the  south 

o f  th e  burgh. Here on the  exposed so u th -fa c in g  slopes is  th e  Strom ness G o lf 

Club occupying c.51 acres w ith  a club-house nearby. A d jacen t to  th is  is  a 

new re c re a tio n  ce n tre  com pris ing  tenn is  c o u rts  andbowHng green to g e th e r 

w ith  p rov is ions  f o r  indoor s p o rts . The fo rm e r  bow ling green s itu a te d  behind 

th e  S trom ness H o te l is  now occupied by th e  new school bu ild ings. O th e r 

p r iv a te  open space e x is ts  in  the  garden ground ad jacen t to  the  m ain areas o f 

bu ild ing  development. In s p ite  o f  the  high d e n s ity  along the  lin e  o f  the  s t re e t  

on th e  h i l l  slopes to  th e  w e s t considerable area is  availab le f o r  garden 

deve lopm ent, the  te rra c e d  slopes o f S t. P e te r 's  House and the  Strom ness 

H o te l being p a r t ic u la r ly  no tew o rthy .

A lthough considerable developm ent and burgh im provem en t occurred 

du ring  the  cen tu rie s  since i t s  founda tion ,p robab ly  the m a jo r d i f f ic u l t y  o f  the
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s ite  rem a ins  in  its  e f fe c t  on the com m unication system. Modern a rch itec tu ra l 

techniques have overcome any prob lem s that existed in  constructing  dwellings 

on ir r e g u la r s steeply sloping s ite s 5 yet the topographic constra in ts  continue to 

be s ig n if ic a n t f o r  land com m unication. The s tre e t, a casual conception o f 

a pedestrian age when a l l focus  was on the lin k s  by sea, rem a ins an idea l 

subject f o r  pedestrian -  veh icu la r separation, so fre q u e n tly  advocated in  new 

town development p ro jec ts . Yet in  th is  case there  is  the m a jo r question o f 

where the veh ic les are to  go. The maps ind icate that apa rt f r o m  the north 

and south approaches to  the s tree t ve h icu la r access to the cen tra l area o f the 

town is  e ffe c te d  at only two points -  H e lliho le  Road and Church Road. In  

con tras t there are twelve na rrow  stepped closes running f ro m  d if fe re n t  

sections o f the s tree t, between the old dw ellings to the upper slopes eventually 

te rm in a ting  in  the Back Road. The Back Road i t s e l f  and the cu l-de -sacs in  

the new housing areas give only lim ite d  access to  the m ain bu ild ing  zones 

and thus d e live ry  o f goods to shops f o r  instance would be im possib le  i f  

veh ic les  were e n tire ly  p roh ib ited  f r o m  the s tree t. Com m unication to  the 

p ie r ,  how ever, has recen tly  been fa c ilita te d  by the rec lam ation  o f a po rtion  

o f  the shore s tre tch ing  f ro m  the A uction  M a rt to the v ic in ity  o f  the N orth P ie r 

where a new landing f o r  the proposed R o ll-o n -R o ll-o f f  f e r r y  is  being 

constructed.

®A sm a ll smug c ity  o f s ide-stepping s tree ts  which seemed

to ignore  the invention o f the w hee l.1

When L a u rie  Lee made that comment on Sego.via in  Spain he m ight 

equally w e ll have been w a lking the flagstones o f Stromness and observing the 

constantly changing patte rn  o f the townscape. The serpentine nature o f the 

s tre e t that re f le c ts  the ir re g u la r ity  o f the bu ild ings, ’set down as w h im  or 

conveniency d ire c te d ’ ^ is  re ta ined in  the m odern town and creates a fe e lin g  

o f an tiqu ity  that is  unsurpassed among the other northe rn  burghs. That i t  

is  i l l-s u ite d  to the tw entie th century is  beyond question yet i t  is  debatable how 

f a r  m odern soc ia l and economic demands should be allowed to  a lte r  the town. 

The cu rre n t o il boom in  the northern  w aters may encourage substantia l 

m odern isa tion , yet i f  th is  happens and m a jo r redevelopm ent schemes are 

pe rm itted  in  an e f fo r t  to ease the problem s o f congestion and lo w -c lass  housing 

that ex is ts  throughout the burgh the charm  and uniqueness o f the shore-side 

development w i l l  soon be lo s t. T h is  is  a lso true  o f K irk w a ll where the 

incentives to change are possib ly even s tronger. However, the western



settlem ent continues its  fu n c tio n  -  developed three centuries ago -  as a trad ing  

centre. Thus its  contacts w ith  the sea both by the f is h in g  indus try  and in  its  

ro le  as the m arke t centre and m a jo r com m unication po in t w ith  the N orth o f 

Scotland re in fo rc e  the s ign ificance  o f the harbour fron tage  and sheltered bay. 

One undoubtedly needs to  com prom ise. To  m a in ta in  the characte r o f the 

burgh -p robab ly  im po rtan t f o r  fu r th e r  encouraging the to u r is t indus try  -  one 

needs to renovate and rebu ild  w ith  caution. In the past ca re less  designing f o r  

unsym pathetic innovators has resu lted  in  the in troduc tion  o f bu ild ings that 

a re  com ple te ly out o f cha racte r w ith  the surroundings. An awareness o f the 

components o f the townscape and an in te llig e n t use o f m odern technology could 

fa c il ita te  the p a r t ia l tra n s it io n  o f the burgh in to  the mode o f twentie th century 

l i f e .  In  some schemes a lready completed th is  process o f f i t t in g  the new in to  

the fra m e w o rk  o f the old has been c a rr ie d  through to  produce aesthe tica lly  

pleasing re su lts . In  o ther exam ples, how ever, th is  has not been the case.
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CHAPTER X

'B r in g  h a lf  a dozen bu ild ings to g e th e r  and an a r t  o th e r  than
1

a rc h ite c tu re  is  made poss ib le .'

'B r in g  bu ild ings to g e th e r and c o lle c t iv e ly  they  can g ive a
2

v is u a l p leasure  which none can give s e p a ra te ly .'

The s ty le  o f  dom estic  bu ild ing  found in  b o th  K irk w a ll and Strom ness 

has been m entioned and a p a rt f ro m  one o r tw o  instances in  the  c a p ita l does 

n o t i t s e l f  m e r i t  a g re a t deal o f  a t te n t io n . Y e t the  m eandering s t re e t  and 

th e  ju x ta p o s it io n  o f  s t ru c tu re s ,  a lb e it p la in  and in s ig n if ic a n t in  is o la tio n , 

re s u lts  in  a townscape o f  g re a t c h a ra c te r. P rog ress ion  along the  s t r e e t  

opens up c o n tra s tin g  views in  a se ries  o f  je rk s  o r  re ve la tio n s  and i t  is  th is  

s e r ia l v is io n  th a t  makes the  tow n in to  'a p la s tic  experience, a journey through
3

pressures and vacuum s, a sequence o f  exposures and enc losures.'

I t  has long been recognised by tow n planners th a t  the  psycho log ica l 

e f fe c t  o f  the  env ironm ent on the  in h a b ita n ts  o f  a tow n o r  c i t y  can have 

im p o r ta n t re s u lts  on the  frequency o f  use o f  shopping c e n tre s , the  demand 

f o r  housing, e tc . Thus a townscape th a t  p rov ides a c e r ta in  am ount o f  v a r ie ty  

and the  e lem ent o f  su rp r is e  is  seen as essen tia l. A long s t ra ig h t  road has 

l i t t l e  im p a c t because the  e x is tin g  view  is  soon d igested  and, w ith o u t any 

a r re s t in g  fe a tu re  along i t s  le n g th , w i l l  become m onotonous. There is also 

a no ticeab le  re a c tio n  to  bo th  the  c o n s tr ic t io n s  o f  a tunne l o r  narrow  

th o ro u g h fa re  and those  to  a square -  people tending to  m ove qu ick ly  through 

th e  fo rm e r  b u t ga the ring  o fte n  in  la rg e  num bers f o r  some considerable 

t im e  in  the  la t t e r .

I f  one considers the  townscape o f  bo th  the  m ain  O rcadian burghs 

th is  a lte rn a tio n  o f  tunne l and square and i t s  sub tle  e f fe c t  on the  re ac tion s  o f  

the lo c a l in h a b ita n ts  can be re a d ily  id e n t if ie d . The 'tu n n e ls ' which com prise  

m o s t o f  the  'S tre e t ' in  b o th  tow ns re s u lt  in  f a i r ly  rap id  m ovem ent. A lthough , 

p a r t ic u la r ly  in  K irk w a ll,  the  s t r e e t  conta ins many shops th e re  is  l i t t l e  des ire  

to  H nger to  gaze in  the  windows and pedestrians so doing fre q u e n tly  run r is k  

o f  in ju ry  f ro m  veh ic les sw inging f ro m  side to  side across th e  whole w id th  o f 

th e  s t re e t  in  an a t te m p t to  n e g o tia te  the  ir re g u la r it ie s  o f the  bu ild ing  Hne.

In  S trom ness these se c tion s , w h ich, due to  the  d i f fe r e n t  h is to r ic a l developm ent, 

tend  to  be na rro w e r than K irk w a ll's  highway, are  genera lly  lack ing  in  r e ta i l  

p rem ises  and the  re c e n t m ovem ent o f  one shop -  Orkney Te lev is ion  E n te rp rise s
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-  f r o m  the  con fines o f  P o rteous  B rae  to  the  m ore open se c tio n  o f  the s t re e t  

a t  'P lainstones' m ay be a re f le c t io n  o f  th is  psycho log ica l e f fe c t .  C e rta in ly  

th e  p re se n t lo c a tio n  o f  th is  shop, ad jacen t to  one o f  the  m ain ga thering  

grounds f o r  the  lo ca l populace, encourages in te re s t  in  th e  window display 

w h ich now m ay be viewed in  com para tive  s a fe ty .

The 'squares ' o r m ore open sections o f  the  s t r e e t  -  m ore  numerous 

in  S trom ness b u t r e s t r ic te d  to  B road S tre e t in  K irk w a ll -  tend  to  con ta in  a 

g re a te r  num ber o f  shops and o f f ic e s  and i t  is  in  these sec tions  th a t  l i f e  

s low s and people g a th e r to  gossip , o f te n  encouraged by th e  presence o f 

pub lic  sea ting  a rrangem ents . The b u s tle  o f  l i f e  and the  c o n s ta n tly  changing 

group s t ru c tu re  provides a liv e lin e s s  th a t  cannot f in d  expression in  the  m ore  

r e s t r ic te d  p o rtio n s  o f  th e  th o ro u g h fa re .

I t  does n o t fo llo w , how ever, th a t  th e  psycho log ica l advantage o f 

these  squares is  id e n tic a l. F o r  exam ple, in  S trom ness th e  m a in  m ee ting  

p lace tends to  l ie  in  th e  v ic in i ty  o f  Graham P lace w h ile  A lfre d  Squam.. and 

H e llih o le  to  the  south la ck  the  m agne tism  displayed by  th is  com m erc ia l hub. 

M any reasons m ay be id e n t if ie d  f o r  th is  : th e  topograph ic  d e ta ilin g , v a r ie ty  

o f  bu ild ing  s ty le  and fu n c tio n  and th e  ju x ta p o s it io n  o f  s tru c tu re s .

S im ila r ly ,  the  harbour areas in  b o th  K irk w a ll and S trom ness a t t r a c t  

a t te n t io n  b u t th is  is  m a in ly  a re s u lt  o f  the  a c t iv i t y  w ith in  the  p ie r  areas 

and th e  v a r ie ty  and d isp o s itio n  o f the  surrounding s tru c tu re s  does n o t in  

i t s e l f  p rov ide  a s u f f ic ie n t ly  cohesive a tm osphere  o r  a sense o f  enclosure.

I t  has been seen th a t  the  in tro d u c tio n  o f  new and d ive rg en t s tru c tu re s  

can e f fe c t iv e ly  damage th e  townscape and, th e re fo re ,  th e re  is  a need to  

id e n t i f y  th e  components o f th a t  townscape in  o rd e r to  p rese rve  the  

behav ioura l c h a ra c te r is t ic s  o f the  in h a b ita n ts , where these a re  seen as 

s o c ia lly  and econom ically desirab le . The pace o f  d e m o litio n  has g re a tly  

increased  in  re c e n t years and a lthough th is  process has been c o u n te r­

balanced to  some e x te n t by the re s to ra t io n  o f  in d iv idua l s tru c tu re s  o f 

o u ts tand ing  in te re s t ,  l i t t l e  has been done to  p rese rve  homogeneous groups 

o f  h is to r ic  bu ild ings o f  the  second rank.

In  the  n o rth e rn  burghs -  a s im ila r  example being found in  L e rw ic k , 

Shetland -  th e re  are  tw o m ain components : the  build ings them selves, and 

th e  lin k in g  s t re e t .  Photographic evidence revea ls  th a t  the  'S treet* was



o r ig in a lly  paved w ith  la rge  flagstones w ith  a ce n tra l band o f about 0.46 m.

(1*6” ) which was o f a cobbled nature to  give horses a foo tho ld  which the 

flagstones denied them  -  the la tte r  being im po rtan t in  leading ones eye in  the 

c o rre c t d ire c tio n  to  a llow  antic ipa tion  and then re a lis a tio n  o f the em erging 

view . F o r  much o f its  length the ’S tree t’ in  Stromness m ain ta ins th is  

ch a ra c te ris tic  ce n tra l band but in  K irk w a ll i t  has been rep laced, although a 

change in  co lour o f  the f la g s  and concrete replacem ents tow ards the centre 

o f the 'Street' tends to  p rovide  a s im ila r  i f  not as p o w e rfu lly  eye-catching 

ribbon.

The sequence o f v iew s em erging during  a walk through the m ain stree ts 

o f  both K irk w a ll and Stromness has been e xem p lified  in  Chapters V III  & IX .

The photoscapes presented there  thus serve to i l lu s tra te  many o f the points 

a lready covered -  the ir re g u la r ity  o f the bu ild ing  lin e , the a lte rna ting  sections 

o f the fStreet' and the nature o f the roadway its e l f  -  and i t  is  la rg e ly  th is  s e r ia l 

v is io n  that p rovides the fa sc in a tio n  in  an exp lo ra tion  o f the old centres. 

However, a s im ila r  element o f in te re s t and su rp rise  can also occur in  many 

o f the lanes and closes runn ing f ro m  the S tre e t .1 In  K irk w a ll unexpected 

view s o f the m ain  pub lic  bu ild ings, especiaHy the C athedra l, are  obtained 

along such na rrow  wynds w hile  in  the w estern  settlem ent, which lacks such 

e d if ic e s , the lanes m ere ly  re in fo rc e  the characte r o f the s tree t it s e lf .

T h is  s e r ia l v is io n  may be analysed by the study o f one such lane in  

Stromness. Now known as K hyber Pass (Plate 66) in  the seventeenth century 

i t  provided a r ig h t-o f-w a y  through C ha lm er’s Quoy to the sea f o r  Thomas 

T a y lo r  and John Gray. A t the upper end o f the paved close, adjacent to the 

residences constructed by John G ray -  known as G ra y ’s B iggings -  are two 

ancient cottages e xe m p lify in g  many o f the fe a tu re s  so c h a ra c te ris tic  o f the 

e a r lie s t bu ild ing  style. F ro m  the upper lane f iv e  steps lead to  the flagstone 

close which meanders gently down the brae (Plate 67). The in it ia l im press ion  

is  one o f complete enclosure, the bu ild ing  at the end o f the lane e n tire ly  

b lock ing  the view . Yet to the le f t  there are three obBque planes en echelon 

w hich together w ith  the curve in  the lane serve to focus  one’s gaze to the 

r ig h t in  search o f an ex it. F a rth e r down the lane and f i l l in g  the righ t-hand  

side a lo w e r bu ild ing  comes in to  v iew  which, in  con trast to  those at the head 

o f the c lose, has its  flagstone s truc tu re  exposed (Plate 68). A t th is  point 

the walHng and the bu ild ing fa b r ic  produce a ce rta in  homogeneity but the
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o rien ta tion  o f the lo w e r w a ll and the bu ild ing  beyond, together w ith  the em erging 

gablet at the downslope co rne r o f the house encourages fu r th e r  movement. 

Beyond the gablet the im press ion  is  again o f to ta l enclosure and there  is  some 

am bigu ity  in  the curve o f the lane suggesting movement is  possib le to  both 

le f t  and r ig h t (P late 69). However, the presence o f the gable at one end o f 

the bu ild ing  to the le f t  and the a lignm ent o f that occupying the centre o f the 

v ie w , which i t s e l f  re in fo rc e s  the la ye rs  o f stonework in  the cottage w a ll, 

suggests a continuation o f the lane to  the le f t .  F u rth e r p rogress revea ls  the 

lane descending steeply v ia  a se ries  o f steps between ta l l  bu ild ings to  the m ain 

s tree t below (Plate 70). The v iew  is  again enclosed but the lack  o f c e n tra l­

isa tio n  on the opposite gable once again d ire c ts  one's eyes to  the le f t .  S e ria l 

v is io n  is  thus established and the meandering nature o f th e TStreet* is  

in troduced by the alignm ent o f s truc tu res  along th is  connecting lane.

A ttem p ts  to  m ain ta in  these in te rconnecting  planes leading down to  

the centre  o f the town can, in  the case o f Strom ness, be found in  some o f the 

new housing development (P late 71). Thus in  the lo w e r p a rt o f S p ring fie ld  

C rescent the concrete w a lls  lin k in g  pathways, slopes and steps set up a 

rh y th m  that focuses a ttention on the lanes and o lder bu ild ings fa r th e r  down 

the slope.

The other m a jo r components o f the townscape are the bu ild ings 

them selves and thus the continuation o f the burgh charac te r in  the lig h t o f 

re-deve lopm ent schemes seems to  necessitate a study and apprec ia tion  o f the 

fa b r ic  o f the m ain re s id e n tia l and co m m e rc ia l s truc tu res . A na lys is  o f the 

bu ild ing  style as depicted in  both the photographic reco rd  o f the ancient 

burghs and in  the continuing existence o f bu ild ings in  antique co rne rs  where 

subsequent a lte ra tio n  has been m in im a l revea ls  ce rta in  essentia ls  as regards 

w a llin g , roo fing ,w indow s, etc.

F ro m  the reco rd  o f one o f the lo w lie s t te rra ce s  -  Queen Street in  

Stromness (Plate 72) -  i t  is  possib le to id e n tify  the o r ig in a l nature o f the 

bu ild ings in  Orkney. In m ost s tone-bu ilt s tru c tu re s  o f tra d it io n a l characte r 

the m asonry is  e ithe r o f 'd ry -s to n e 1 construction  -  that is  la id  w ithout m o rta r  

-  o r is  bonded in it ia l ly  in  mud o r c lay m o rta r , and la te r  in  Hme m o rta r. In 

O rkney abundance o f lo ca l bu ild ing m a te ria l in  the fo rm  o f flagstones -  

a lready mentioned -  gave r is e  to s ig n ifica n t stone s truc tu res  at an e a rly  date.

However, the Queen Street houses show tha t, in  add ition , use was made o f the



rounded bou lders o f g ran ite  that possib ly  had been cleared f ro m  the tenement 

o f land p r io r  to bu ild ing . These bou lders o ften  fo rm e d  the low er pa rt o f the 

w a ll but occasiona lly were used at a h igher leve l. G enera lly , however, they 

w e re , due to  th e ir  ir re g u la r ity ,  not used adjacent to window and door openings. 

These sections are  thus m ore lik e ly  to  be fo rm e d  f ro m  the re g u la r flagstone 

b locks. The spaces occu rr in g  w ith in  the w a ll were plugged w ith  sm a ll stones 

and c lay m o rta r. These rough w a lls  were genera lly  c. 2 ’ 6n (0.76 m) in  w idth, 

the openings f o r  the sm a ll, square windows and door u t il is in g  longer flagstone 

o r ,  where ava ilab le , d r iftw o o d  as lin te ls  and s il ls .  U n like  the black-houses 

o f the W estern  Is le s  which d isp lay a hipped ro o f  there seems to  have been a 

tra d it io n  o f gable-ended bu ild ings in  Orkney. Thus w ith  the rem ova l o f the 

f i r e  f r o m  the ce n tra l hearth  to a f ire p la c e , the chim ney could a lso be 

incorpora ted  in  the gable. In  the e a r lie s t bu ild ings a s im ila r  flagstone 

construc tion  o f the same w idth as the supporting w a ll was used f o r  the 

chim ney.

R oo f covering va rie d  accord ing to  lo c a lity  but o r ig in a lly  thatch was

m ost w ide ly  used. In  O rkney, as the Queen Street dw ellings show, the

cleavage in  the lo c a l f la g s  led to  the use o f a flagstone  ro o f  that was p a r t ia lly

covered by t u r f  o r thatch. T h is  served to  provide both insu la tion  and extra

p ro tec tion  against strong w inds p a r t ic u la r ly  in  the less  sheltered sites.

W here the flagstone cover was incom plete thatch was la id  upon a webwork

fo rm e d  by thread ing s traw  -  ropes -  sim m ons -  backwards and fo rw a rd s

across the p u r lin s , the area between the lo w e r-m o s t p u r lin s  and the w a ll-

head s t i l l  being covered w ith  th in  flagstones. The thatch was held on by ropes

weighted w ith  stones o r attached to the w all-head -  a technique also adopted

in  the Hebrides. A lthough flagstone  and slate became, f ro m  the sixteenth

century  onwards, the m ost fa m i l ia r  ro o f in g  m a te ria l in  the Orkney Is le s ,

thatch was re ta ined on the houses o f the poor and the outhouses o f the r ic h .

Thus in  the m id-seventeenth century the reco rds  re ve a l that:

*.... R obert and James S inc la irs  o f Sabay hath ane great ludgeing

sometyme perta in ing  to  the S in c la irs  o f Sabay -  the twa pt q ro f

is  w ithout ro o fe , and the re s t q ro f  p 'tHe under theack ro o f and
4

p ’tUe under s c la itt ro o fe .1
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Having established the tra d it io n a l fo rm  o f construction  i t  is  necessary 

to  determ ine how f a r  th is  has been reta ined during  the m ain bu ild ing  period up 

to the beginning o f the present century. Although the o r ig in a l one-storey 

dw e lling  was superseded by that o f two f lo o rs  w ith , where adaptation to slope 

proved necessary, considerable underbuild ing g iv ing an add itiona l num ber o f 

s to reys , many fe a tu re s  o f the sim ple style did continue. Both the dw ellings 

along the Shore S treet lanes, K irk w a ll -  now dem olished -  and the bu ild ing  at 

4 1 - 3  John S treet, Stromness, exh ib it the same flagstone  construction  w ith  the 

inc lus ion  o f la rg e r  less  re g u la r bou lders p a r t ic u la r ly  in  the low er sections o f 

the w a ll (P lates 73 -  74). Gaps between the m ain b locks continued to be 

plugged w ith  rubb le  and c lay m o rta r and i t  seems lik e ly  that the en tire  su rface  

was, at one t im e , pointed and whitewashed. C e rta in ly  many tra v e lle rs  to
5

these towns in  the nineteenth century m ention ’the white w a lls  o f the houses’ 

and the house at the top o f Khyber Pass re ta in s  th is  ex te rna l appearance.

Most o f the rem a in ing  bu ild ings in  both towns, however, show only the 

rem nants o f th is  su rface  on the stonework i f  they have not been newly rendered. 

W here the old stonework is  v is ib le  i t  appears to be f a i r ly  rough w ith  no attempt 

at cours ing although some o f the la rg e r  f la g s  do seem to  have been arranged 

at the ex te rna l angles to fo rm  rud im en ta ry  quoins. W indows rem ained sm a ll 

although w ith  the in troduc tion  o f sash windows towards the end o f the 

seventeenth century there was a tendency to  enlarge the opening. Throughout 

the m ain  bu ild ing  period both window and door openings were deeply recessed 

w ith in  the w a ll, poss ib ly  f o r  p ro tec tion  against the e lem ents, and Hntels 

continued to  be fo rm e d  o f long flagstones where d riftw o o d  o r im ported  t im b e r 

was unavailable.

O ther fe a tu re s  o f bu ild ing  sty le  ind ica te  the need to  w ithstand lo ca l 

gales : the crow-stepped o r corb ie  gable probably being the m ost im portan t.

I f  one considers the design o f bu ild ings in  other pa rts  o f Europe in  th is  and 

preceding a rc h ite c tu ra l periods i t  seems that the corbie gable, so much a 

p a rt o f the townscape o f the Low C ountries, was la rg e ly  a decorative fea tu re . 

C e rta in ly  the F lem ish  gables appear in  a great v a r ie ty  o f sty les f ro m  the 

M ediaeval period onwards. However, in  these rem ote northe rn  w a te rs , cut 

o f f  f r o m  the f lo w e rin g  o f a rc h ite c tu ra l ta lent on the continent, one is  led to 

suppose that its  in troduc tion  was as a fu n c tio n a l device and any decorative 

qua lities  were pu re ly  inc identa l. In Orkney the tra d it io n  o f constructing a
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pitched ro o f  w ith  end gables necessitated the bu ild ing  up o f the end w a lls to the 

ridge  line . W hile  the stone could be broken in to  b locks o f v ir tu a lly  any length 

the p ilin g  o f one on top o f another to produce a smooth inverted  V-shape at the 

gable was im possib le . Instead a stepped outline resu lted  : the steps not 

necessa rily  being sym m e trica l about the ridge  but having a depth and re g u la r ity  

which was dependent both on the cha rac te r o f the ind iv idua l f la g s  used and the 

s k il l  o f the bu ild e r. Obviously the th inner the f la g s  the m ore nea rly  would the 

gable come to presenting a smooth edge but where the f la g s  were th ick  o r o f 

ir re g u la r  depth i t  was probably eas ie r to p ile  them in to  m ore obvious steps.

In  the V ic to r ia n  era th is  trend had progressed to such an extent that the c ro w - 

steps had become f i r m ly  established as a decora tive  device and specia lly  

carved b locks were o ften  used in  th e ir  construction. In  th is  arrangem ent the 

flags tone , slate o r thatch ro o fs  were below the top o f the gable and could, 

w ith  m o rta r ; be attached to  the inne r la y e r o f stonework. T h is  would prevent 

the wind getting under the ro o f  covering and thus l i f t in g  i t  -  a d is tin c t advantage 

in  such exposed te r r ito r y .  Thus i t  is  ve ry  ra re  to f in d  an example where the 

ro o fin g  m a te ria l overhangs the gable. A lthough one such case does ex is t in  

Stromness (Plate 75) i t  seems that a great deal o f  m o rta r  was needed on the 

ro o f  to ensure the sla tes were not removed. Thus the crow-stepped gable, 

w ith  the arrangem ent o f  so many bu ild ings w ith  th e ir  long axis perpend icu la r to 

the shore, became a s ig n if ic a n t p a rt o f the townscape (Plate 76). However, 

there were disadvantages. The tra d it io n  o f crea ting  solid stone w a lls  encouraged 

w a te r to  perco la te  through the cracks between the stones at the w all-head and 

thus in to  the in te r io r  o f the dw ellings. I t  was o ften  essen tia l, th e re fo re , to 

ensure that the stone was la id  w ith  a slope to the e x te r io r  su rface  o f the w a ll 

to  overcome th is  tendency. W ith  tim e and settlem ent o f the stonework i t  is  

possib le that these spaces opened fu r th e r  and in  subsequent renova tion many 

such stepped gables have been b u ilt  up and rendered , instead o f being m e re ly  

sealed, thus destroying  one o f the fe w  decora tive  fe a tu re s  o f the bu ild ings.

The ro o f covering i t s e l f  has a lte red  a num ber o f tim es during  the 

centuries. The lo ca l flagstone that could be s p lit  along Hnes o f cleavage in to  

f a i r l y  la rge  but th in  un its  provided the m ain ro o fin g  m a te ria l in  much o f the 

e a r ly  bu ild ing  period. These f la g s  were placed on the ro o f so that there was 

a s ligh t overlap lengthw ise, the jo in ts  being f i l le d  w ith  a sim ple m o rta r.

Because o f the size o f the b locks ve ry  fe w  la ye rs  were needed on each slope 

o f the ro o f,  (p la te 77). T h is  m a te ria l was la te r  replaced by lo ca l and
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eventua lly im ported  slates which were o f a much s m a lle r size. These were 

genera lly  arranged in  o f fs e t  row s so that the upper slate overlapped two slates 

on the lo w e r row . Recently m odern m a te ria l in  the fo rm  o f t i le s ,  fe lts  and 

corrugated iro n  has also been in troduced during  renova tion , again a lte rin g  

the cha rac te r o f the bu ild ing.

The m ain bu ild ing  sty le  o f  an essen tia lly  tw o -s to re y  residence proved 

inadequate when an increas ing  population put p ressu re  on exis ting  accommoda­

tion . Thus in  m ost cases the a ttic  space needed to  be used as bedroom  

accom m odation and requ ired  to  be l i t  by sky -lig h ts  o r do rm ers . Although 

sty-Kghts are  com m only found , where the w a ll w a s c a rr ie d fu r th e r  than the 

second f lo o r  o f the bu ild ing  i t  was possible to in troduce a h a lf-d o rm e r  w ith  

a f la t  slate ro o f  to  increase the illu m in a tio n  o f the ro o f  space (Plate 78).

In  th e ir  e a r lie s t fo rm  they were usua lly  sm a ll and square containing recessed 

casement windows but la te r  developments w ith  a sash window increased the 

size. A ls o  on some occasions where a f la tte d  in te r io r  s truc tu re  o f a bu ild ing  

necessitated the opening o f a door in to  an upper f lo o r  -  reached by an outside 

s ta ir  -  ex tra  height would be gained by a d o rm e r- lik e  p ro je c tion  in to  the ro o f 

(P late 79). L a te r do rm e rs  tend to be pedimented, w ith  the m ost recen t, 

com ple te ly detached f ro m  die side w a ll, bearing a hipped ro o f.

In  any attem ptto m odernise p a rt o f an ex is ting  town i t  is  o f v ita l 

im portance to consider die components o f the townscape and attem pt to 

am algam ate the new w ith  the old in  o rde r to  m ain ta in  the harm onious and 

u n if ie d  appearance o f the area. In  so many cases th is  has not been ca rrie d  

out and the characte r o f the area has been a lm ost com plete ly destroyed as a 

re s u lt.  The increas ing  des ire  f o r  p rem ises designed especia lly  to su it the 

requ irem en ts  o f the c lie n t o r the c u rre n t vogue ra th e r than a bu ild ing  that 

is  aes the tica lly  pleasing and in  keeping w ith  the im m edia te  environm ent 

has produced, as examples f r o m  every urban centre in  B r ita in  show, a 

stereo-typed and charac te rless  association o f s truc tu res . In  some towns 

where development over a long period o f tim e  has produced a great d iv e rs ity  

o f  s ty le  th is  may not be too s ig n ifica n t. However,-where a townscape ex is ts  

tha t is  la rg e ly  dependent on the juxtaposition  o f s im ila r  fo rm s  a new 

bu ild ing  o f a d if fe re n t  age and sty le  in troduced w ith in  th is  fra m e w o rk  can 

qu ick ly  destroy the rhy thm  set up by the surroundings. Thus having 

id e n tif ie d  the essentia l components o f the townscapes o f K irk w a ll and
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Strom ness, i t  is  im po rtan t to consider the e ffe c tiveness  o f ce rta in  schemes 

that have a lready been ca rrie d  out as regards renova tion , conversion and 

rebu ild ing  along the s tree t and point to im provem ents in  technique, i f  

necessary, that could be used in  fu tu re  work.

In the southern p a rt o f the o r ig in a l settlem ent o f Stromness as 

i t  existed in  the yea r 1700 was a quoy o f land seised by K a the rine  Beaton to 

W illia m  M e lve ll, a lia s  M ea llie  (M elv ine), co rd in a r. The se is in  o f 1670 

states that the quoy extended;

*.... f r o m  ane l i t le  quoy c loss at the high c ra ig  

stones o r ham m ers above the said P a tr ic k  Mowat 

h is  hous and tow ards the W heitt hous to f fo u rte e n  

faddom s in  breadth and in  length f ro m  the said 

high c ra ig  stones o r ham m ers down tow ards the sea8.

A lthough M elvine had pe rm iss ion  to bu ild  only a house f o r  h im s e lf i t  was

probably f a i r ly  e a rly  in  the fo llo w in g  century that th is  p a rt o f  H e lliho le  was

fu r th e r  subdivided. Two plans (F igs. 47 & 48) produced as evidence in  a

lega l dispute over the ownership o f a piece o f shore are  in  existence f ro m

the e a rly  p a rt o f the nineteenth century and show ten dw elling houses plus a

sm ithy and byre  on the site. To the north was the house erected c 16 60 as a

residence f o r  P a tr ic k  Mowat and across the s tree t a bu ild ing  -  now

demolished to make way f o r  new housing -  that became known as the

B rita n n ia  Inn. To  the south o f the burn was a sm a ll subscrip tion  school -

demolished 1937 -  and along the s tree t some o f the p rope rty  belonging to the
. 7

wealthy Geddes fa m ily .

A p a rt f r o m  the m in o r a lte ra tio ns  caused by the rem ova l o f 

some s truc tu res  and the add ition in  1905 o f  the pub lic l ib ra ry  to the south o f 

H e lliho le  the old bu ild ings plotted on the nineteenth century map a l l  ex is t in  

the present townscape. However 'The O rcad ian ' dated December 26th, 1968, 

noted that ;

V.. during  recen t months a lte ra tio ns  and recons truc tion  

w o rk  have been ca rr ie d  o u t on the old house at 8 -  10 

M elvine P lace '.

A lthough m arked on the plan as 's m a ll houses' i t  appears to have been a 

substantia l double res idence, w ith  a f l ig h t  o f outside s ta irs  to  its  m ain

entrance on one side, w h ile  another entrance opened onto the close at the
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re a r  o f the bu ild ing. Survey w o rk  having revealed the ro o f  and w a lls  to be in  

excellent condition these have essen tia lly  been reta ined. However, i t  was 

necessary to rebu ild  the f ro n t  w a ll to provide la rg e r  window openings and f lo o r  

le ve ls  at a m ore convenient height. In  add ition the whole in te r io r  has been 

gutted.

The success o f such an operation depends, however, i f  one 

rega rds  the maintenance o f the tra d it io n a l characte r o f the townscape im portan t, 

on the a b ility  o f  the recons truc tion  to blend in  w ith  the surrounding dwellings.

The sou th -fac ing  f ro n t  facade although obviously m odern in  appearance does 

re ta in  many o f the fe a tu re s  noted in  the o lder bu ild ings (P late 80). The facade 

is  essen tia lly  sym m e trica l w ith  two windows at ground f lo o r  le v e l, one on 

e ith e r side o f the ce n tra l door, and th ree  windows above. The Hne o f eaves 

and ridge  fo llo w  through f ro m  the adjacent bu ild ing  and to gain add itional 

height on the upper f lo o r  f la t - ro o fe d  do rm e r windows, echoing those on the 

o lde r dw e lling , have been u tilised . The sim ple gable end chimneys have also 

been re ta ined. A lthough undoubtedly m odern in  characte r the re g u la r ity  o f 

fe n e s tra tio n  and the adoption o f many o f the m ore subtle de ta ils  o f the 

tra d it io n a l s ty le  produces a w ork  that is  in  harm ony w ith  its  environm ent.

In  K irk w a ll renovation o f a te rra c e  o f dw e lling  houses in  the 

lo w e r p a rt o f Palace Road was completed in  1972. A nc ien tly  known as the
g

’ Ludgeing o r Long tenem ent1 the bu ild ings, ly ing  between the round tow er 

o f  the B ishop ’s Palace and Tankerness House, fo rm  one side o f the 

Cathedra l p rec in c t and thus were w orthy o f res to ra tio n . The bu ild ings 

them selves date back to the m id-seventeenth century and although some 

additions and a lte ra tio ns  were made a f te r  that date the tra d it io n a l bu ild ing 

s ty le  has been re ta ined. O rig in a lly  com pris ing  two houses, W illia m  Orem ,

N.P. and Town C le rk  o f K irkw aH , seems to have acquired the upper house 

f r o m  Bishop Honyman’s son, R obert, and th is  he subsequently re b u ilt  and 

poss ib ly  extended. The lo w e r o f the present three dw ellings is  p a rt ly  

hidden behind a sm a ll one-storey extension which lie s  at r ig h t angles to the 

m ain  facade and a tw o -s to re y  house erected by Hay E lr ic k ,  watchm aker,
9

in  1823 which ’ stands in  bold ugliness in  f ro n t  o f the Old College bu ild ings ’.

Adopting the sty le  o f the tim e  the bu ilde rs  constructed 

dw e llings w ith  a re g u la r facade, a lready noted in  many houses b u ilt in  a 

s im ila r  pe riod , a steeply sloping slate r o o f ,  and corb ie  gables topped by
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broad chimneys. The in te rn a l plan o f two room s on e ith e r side o f a cen tra l 
10

sca le -and -p la tt s ta ir  on each f lo o r  was s im ila r ly  c h a ra c te ris tic .

A lthough the essentia l f  ojrm o f the bu ild ings has been reta ined 

-  the sm a ll extensions have been rem oved on two o f the houses -  the re in ­

troduc tion  o f a white harled  su rface  to the stonework,which contrasts  w ith  

the w e ll-cou rsed  b lue -g rey  stonework o f the re b u ilt  extension, in troduces a 

c e rta in  liv e lin e s s  that is  lack ing  in  the u n ifo rm  greyness o f many o f the 

s tone -bu ilt dw ellings in  the town (P lates 81 and 82). In  add ition , the re ten tion  

o f the crow-stepped gables encourages the play o f lig h t and shade across the 

m e llow  tones o f the slates. Obviously an adm irab le  piece o f re s to ra tio n  and 

one w orthy o f the C iv ic  T ru s t award rece ived by the a rch ite c t and con trac to rs , 

i t  is  perhaps to be reg re tted  that p ro je c ting  window s il ls  -  com plete ly out o f 

cha rac te r w ith  the Scottish bu ild ing  sty le  o f the period -  were in troduced 

in to  an otherw ise p e rfe c t facade.

Not f a r  f r o m  the ’ Ludgeing’ but fa c in g  the w est f r o n t  o f the 

Cathedra l is  the fo rm e r  ecc le s ia s tica l residence now known as Tankerness 

House. F ro m  the h is to r ic a l evidence outlined in  Chapter I I I  i t  seems that 

th is  dw e lling  was b u ilt up around a courtya rd  in  a se ries  o f d is tin c t bu ild ing  

periods. The sixteenth century b lock w ith  its  gable to the s tree t is  H ttle  

changed and is  thought to be contemporaneous w ith  the round-arched 

gateway (P late 83). The western  range was a lte red  during  the in it ia l period 

o f occupation by the B a ik ies  o f Tankerness w hile  the b locks fo rm in g  the 

south and east sides o f the courtya rd  appear to  date f ro m  the eighteenth 

century. However, the continuation o f the basic bu ild ing  sty le  over many 

cen tu ries has resu lted  in  a ce rta in  u n ifo rm ity  among the components o f the 

com plete mansion.

Rem aining in  the hands o f the B a ik ie  fa m ily  u n til 1951 when i t  

was purchased by the Town C ouncil, re s to ra tio n  and conversion in to  a museum 

began in  the spring o f 1965. U n like  the previous examples where the c lass ic  

m ain  facade was displayed the orien ta tion  o f the oldest b lock w ith  its  gable to 

the s tree t in troduces a ce rta in  v a rie ty . The window arrangem ent is  not 

sym m e trica l and old photographs show that the w ide r window on the ground 

f lo o r  o f the gable was orig inaH y a doorway. The present door ly in g  adjacent 

to  the gateway is ,  together w ith  the window above, constructed in  a lean-to  

add ition to the m ain b lock. The rem a inder o f the s tree t facade, has been
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a lte red  w ith  the in troduc tion  o f ir re g u la r ly  placed windows o f varying sizes.

The g rey , slate r o o f ,  crow-stepped gables and broad chimneys have, however.

been re ta ined. In  some respects  th is  conversion is  out o f cha rac te r : the

harled  su rface  and emphasis on the frees tone  o f the window surrounds and

gables being, even in  the absence o f red pan tiles , m ore re m in iscen t o f the

sixteenth and seventeenth century houses o f the F ife  coast ra th e r than N orthern

Scotland. T h is  fa c t  is  hinted at by the C iv ic  T ru s t in  its  commendation o f

the re s to ra tio n  in  1968 :

'. . . .  A  c lass ic  example o f the re s to ra tio n  o f a f in e  old

Scottish house w ith  tra d it io n a l de ta il. The qua lity  o f the

c ra ftsm ansh ip  and h is to r ic a l co rrec tness o f a rc h ite c tu ra l

d e ta il a re  fa u lt le s s , the courtya rd  and garden elevations

being p a r t ic u la r ly  a ttra c tive . A lthough the white h a r lin g

on the s tree t e levation fa c in g  the C athedral is  m ost

re fre s h in g , th is  m ight have been be tte r i f  i t  had been

re lie ved  by some pointed o r "bodged *’ stonework in  a

m anner m ore tra d it io n a l to th is  p a rt o f Scotland. Some

such d iv is io n  m igh t have assisted in  breaking up the mass
11

to make i t  m ore eas ily  read as a p a rt o f the street*.

A lthough not p a rt o f the s tree t and th e re fo re  standing as an 

example o f a rc h ite c tu ra l s k i l l  in  its  own r ig h t,  probably the f in e s t conversion 

o f an old bu ild ing  is  that o f Stenigar towards the Point o f Ness in  Stromness. 

O rig in a lly  S tanger’s sh ip -bu ild ing  yard  i t  was purchased and converted in to  

a dw e lling  house in  the 1940’ s by Stanley C u rs ite r. A long tw o-s to rey  

bu ild ing  i t  continues to d isp lay the f in e  stonework and slate ro o f  o f tra d it io n a l 

characte r. However, the crowsteps and chim neys have been rendered and 

com parison w ith  old photographs suggests that the w a ll has been b u ilt  up and 

the ro o f  ra ised  to  a llow  the in se rtio n  o f the ta l l  windows found on the present 

east facade (Plate 84). A lthough some o f the o r ig in a l openings have been 

re ta ined at the le v e l o f the ground f lo o r  there is ,  un like  the sm a lle r 

dom estic bu ild ings, no sym m etry  in  the facade. Yet the whole s truc tu re  

re ta in s  a ce rta in  harm ony, the addition o f a f in e  c irc u la r  bay extending through 

two f lo o rs  and a la rge  studio window on the upper f lo o r  serv ing to add fu r th e r  

in te re s t and d is tin c tio n  to the bu ild ing. Tow ards the shore the fo rm e r  

slipways have been replaced by a f in e  garden which, in  its  in fo rm a l a rrange­

m ent, acts as a suitable in troduction  to th is  unique build ing.
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Inev itab ly  during  the course o£ h is to ry  old s ites have been 

cleared and subsequently f i l le d  w ith  new up-to -da te  build ings. D uring  such a 

process there is  the obvious tem ptation to employ a style o f bu ild ing  that is  in  

cu rre n t use ra th e r than amalgamate the design o f the new s truc tu re  w ith  that 

o f fo rm e r  ages. In  the case o f Mayburn C ourt, how ever, a re a l and 

ex trem e ly  successfu l attem pt was made to  m ain ta in  the components o f the 

townscape.

B o rde ring  the May B urn  on a wedge-shaped site  that narrow s 

towards the boat noust in  f ro n t  o f the museum was u n til the 1920‘s M acPherson‘s 

D is t i l le r y  producing Old Orkney ’0, 0s W hisky (Plate 85). Surrounded by a 

stone w a ll punctuated by two gateways the s truc tu re  com prised a jum ble o f 

bu ild ings o f which the m ain b lock was aligned w ith  its  gable to  the s tree t w ith  

a subs id ia ry  b lock  a t r ig h t angles fa r th e r  up the slope. T h is  basic o rien ta tion  

o f bu ild ing  un its  has been reta ined in  the present group. The rem a inde r o f 

the s ite  fo rm s  a courtya rd  which, enclosed on three sides, a llow s access to 

the garage accommodation at ground f lo o r  le ve l (P lates 86 8c 87). The three 

m ain  b locks contain three f lo o rs  ; in  most cases the dw elling  house 

accom m odation fo rm in g  the upper f lo o rs  above the garage. However, the 

lo w e r f lo o r  o f the b lock nearest the s tree t contains s ing le -s to rey  f la tte d  

accommodation. E n try  to the m ain dw elling  un its  is  e ffe c te d  by a ra ile d  

balcony at second storey le ve l w ith  steps leading to  the s tree t. l i k e  the 

lu dge ing  which was converted by the same f i r m  o f a rch itec ts  these bu ild ings 

d isp lay a subtle balance between the w e ll-cou rsed  b lue -g rey  stonework -  th is  

is  W a lii w a ll stone which in  5 -  6 years  tu rns  brown -  which is  u tilise d  in  

ce rta in  low er sections o f the bu ild ing  and the lig h t harled  su rface  above.

The grey tile d  ro o f  and subdued pa in tw ork helps to u n ify  the co lour scheme.

The facades, as is  tra d it io n a l, d isp lay a re g u la r ity  o f fe n e s tra tio n  but in  

th is  instance the p ro je c ting  s il ls  do not seem out o f place. The plainness o f 

the bu ild ings is ,  however, re lieved  by the rhy th m  o f the ra ilin g s  and steps 

and the whole, fo rm in g  an a rre s tin g  enclave along the s tree t, is  w orthy o f 

the award received from , the C iv ic  T ru s t.

W hile  i t  m ight be assumed f ro m  these examples that the 

p rese rva tion  o f the old s tree ts  in  the two burghs has been o f p r im a ry  im portance 

f o r  some tim e  the in tru s io n  o f bu ild ings in  rev ived  Renaissance and Scots 

ba ro n ia l id iom s, mentioned in  other chapters, shows that th is  is  not so. In



203

fa c t  in  some sections o f the s tree t the whole cha racte r o f the town has been 

a lte re d , the in tim a te  charm  being replaced by an atmosphere o f d u ll u n ifo rm ity  

o r uncom fo rtab le  v a r ie ty . However, awareness o f pubHc re s p o n s ib ility  is  

not enough. There  is  a lso a need to  change ind iv idua l a ttitudes to  p rope rty , 

as sm a ll unconsidered changes can ru in  the townscape. A t a m eeting o f the 

Orkney H eritage Society th ree  years  ago an instance o f th is  was cited in  the 

b locking o f a window in  a p rope rty  at the end o f H e lliho le  Road, Stromness
12

which 'has a lte red  the charac te r o f a m ost in te re s tin g  co rne r o f the s tre e t. '

W ith  the present wind o f economic change blow ing in  f ro m  the 

seas around the is lands i t  would be too easy to b rin g  about considerable 

redevelopm ent o f much o f the untidy s tree t layout rep lac ing  the poo re r qua lity  

dw ellings w ith  b r ig h t new habita tions. However, the to u r is t in dus try  is  

in c reas ing  in  the is lands and as w e ll as the f re s h  a i r ,  open space and 

opportun ities f o r  pursuing outdoor a c tiv itie s  o r scra tch ing  among the so il 

f o r  fu r th e r  reK cs  o f the d is tan t past the ancient stones o f the two burghs are 

undoubted a ttrac tion s  in  th e ir  own r ig h t -  to v is ito rs  and lo c a l inhabitants 

a like . I t  is  to be hoped, th e re fo re , that p ro je c ts  inc lud ing  the renovation o f 

the Strynd, rebu ild ing  o f the Gap s ite  in  S trom ness, and rep lac ing  o f concrete 

slabs by flagstones along the s tree t w i l l  be accompanied by an increased 

awareness o f the im portance o f the com plete townscape o f Stromness and 

K irk w a ll and tha t the h is to ry  contained in  the stones should not be destroyed 

f o r  fu tu re  generations.
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CONCLUSION :

Undoubtedly the  s tudy  o£ K irk w a ll and S trom ness , O rkney, f ro m  an 

h is to r ic a l,  geographical and a rc h ite c tu ra l v ie w p o in t, as undertaken in  th is  

th e s is ,  has proved valuable in  em phasising the  close re la tio n s h ip  between 

these fa c to rs  in  the  es ta b lish m e n t and developm ent o f  th e  tw o  burghs.

Indeed the  occurrence o f  c e r ta in  fe a tu re s  w ith in  the  p resen t townscape 

would be inexp licab le  w ith o u t a de ta iled  knowledge o f the  h is to r ic a l phases 

th rough  which the  is lands have passed and th is  in  i t s e l f  m ay ju s t i f y  the  

inc lus ion  o f  so m uch h is to r ic a l data,. However, w h ile  research  in to  the  

e vo lu tion  o f the  M ainland burghs proves u s e fu l in  c re a tin g  an understanding 

o f the  v a r ia t io n s  w ith in  the  s e tt le m e n t h is to ry  o f  the  Orkneys i t  also allows 

c e r ta in  fo re c a s ts  to  be made concerning the  re s u lts  on the  urban 

com m un ities  o f l ik e ly  fu tu re  development.

B o th  the  soc io -econom ic  and phys ica l s t ru c tu re  o f the  burghs d isp lay 

unusual fe a tu re s  a t  the  p re se n t t im e . O fte n  these fe a tu re s  are rem nants 

f ro m  a fo rm e r  pe riod  which have been adapted to  th e ir  c u r re n t use. In  m o s t 

in s ta n ce s , how ever, these apparent anomalies can be seen as lo g ica l 

developm ents when placed in  th e ir  h is to r ic a l co n te x t. W ith in  the  soc io ­

economic s e c to r  numerous examples m ay be c ite d . A t  p re se n t S trom ness, 

a lthough s u f fe r in g  a notable decline in  popu la tion  in  the  la s t  150 ye a rs , s t i l l  

re ta in s  f is h in g  and b o a t-b u ild in g  in d u s tr ie s  th a t  have fo rm e d  a t ra d it io n a l 

base to  the  economy ever since the  es ta b lish m e n t o f  the  s e tt le m e n t in  the  

e a r ly  17 th  cen tu ry . C o n ta c t w ith  tra d in g  vessels p ly ing  the  n o rth e rn  w a te rs  

has also proved valuable in  a llow ing expansion o f S trom ness ' fu n c t io n  as a 

m a rk e t cen tre  f o r  the  W est Mainland and South Is les  and as a pass enger 

te rm in a l f o r  v is i to rs  to  the  is lands. The in tro d u c tio n  o f a new R o ll-o n -R o ll-  

o f f  f e r r y  emphasises th is  fu n c tio n . K irk w a ll on the  o th e r handbecame

an a d m in is tra tiv e  c a p ita l and Royal Burgh e a rly  in  i t s  h is to ry  and during 

the  p re se n t ce n tu ry  im provem ents  in  com m unications have re in fo rc e d  the  

m a rk e tin g  and serv ice  fu n c tio n s  o f the  ca p ita l. W ith  the  re fo rm  o f lo ca l 

governm ent the  a d m in is tra tiv e  ro le  o f K irk w a ll is  lik e ly  to  be expanded and 

the  developm ent o f the  landward areas and is lands to  be m ore  c lose ly  

c o n tro lle d  by personnel aware o f and sym p a th e tic  to  lo ca l cond itions and 

needs.
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W hile  a knowledge o£ the  h is to r ic a l fa c to rs  ac tin g  w ith in  the  islands 

a t  va rious t im e s  can be used to  exp la in  th e  econom ic and soc ia l c h a ra c te r is t ic s  

i t  is  also valuable in  a s tudy  o f the  townscape* In i t ia l ly  the  existence o f a 

ca th e d ra l and the  im press ive  rem a ins o f tw o  palaces w ith in  w ha t is  e sse n tia lly  

on ly  a s m a ll burgh m ay seem strangea H owever, when the  pe riod  o f the  

Norse and S c o tt is h  earldom  is  examined i t  becomes c le a r t h a t ,  f a r  f ro m  being 

an area re m o te  f ro m  c iv i l is a t io n ,  the  Orkneys and Shetland were im p o r ta n t 

as cen tres  f o r  co lon isa tion  and had, in  a d d itio n , a s tra te g ic  value0 

C e rta in ly  the  V ik ing  in fluence  on a g r ic u ltu re  and on the  re lig io u s  and c u ltu ra l 

developm ent w ith in  the  is lands was m arked ; the  b ishop ric  r iv a ll in g  the  earldom  

in  pow er a t  t im e s  during the  M ediaeval period* In  some cases, how ever, i t  is  

im possib le  to  s ta te  c a te g o ric a lly  the  reasons f o r  developm ent a lthough, f ro m  

th e  h is to r ic a l s tu d y , te n ta t iv e  exp lanations m ay be p u t fo rw a rd  f o r  

consideration* The lin e a r n a tu re  o f S trom ness to g e th e r w ith  the  extensive  

w h a rf  b u ild ing , f o r  in s ta n ce , can be re la te d  to  the  need f o r  access to  the  

ha rbour y e t no undisputab le hypothesis can be p resen ted f o r  the  choice o f s ite  

in  th e  f i r s t  place* One m ay p o s tu la te  th a t  the  steep w e s te rn  shore o f the  

bay, w h ich  had f o r  m any cen tu rie s  been used  as a she lte re d  anchorage, was 

common land w h ich , poss ib ly  ly in g  outs ide the  tow nsh ip  dykes, was unsu itab le  

f o r  a g r ic u ltu ra l usage. I t  m ay, th e re fo re ,  have been the  only p o in t a t  which 

a rtis a n s  would be f re e  to  s e t t le  and where a w a te r  supply, adequate bu ild ing  

m a te r ia l and a c e r ta in  am ount o f  p ro te c t io n  f ro m  the  p re va ilin g  w inds m ig h t 

a lso be available* H ow ever, p ro o f o f  th is  th e o ry  is  lacking.

W hatever the  in te r - re la t io n s h ip  between h is to r ic a l events and the  

developm ent o f the  burghs in  the  p a s t, the  fu tu re  s ta te  o f K irkw aH  and 

S trom ness rem a ins in  the  balance. However, i t  is  possib le to  recognise 

c e r ta in  tre n d s  and to  suggest, in  the  l ig h t  o f  p a s t experience, the  e f fe c t  

on the  socio-econom ic and phys ica l s t ru c tu re  o f the  s e ttle m e n ts  o f such 

l ik e ly  developments. A t  the  p re se n t t im e  the  economy seems to  be ta k in g  

a num ber o f d iverg ing  pa ths o f w h ich probably the  mos t  im p o r ta n t are the  

developm ent o f  the  is land c a p ita l as a reg iona l ce n tre  to  the  d e tr im e n t o f 

S trom ness, the  expansion o f bo th  S trom ness and K irk w a ll as tra n sh ip m e n t 

p o in ts  and to u r is t  cen tres  in  th e ir  own r ig h t ,  and the  development o f  the  

economy as a re s u lt  o f o i l e xp lo ra tion , I t  seems lo g ic a l th a t  to u r is m  w i l l  

demand the  re te n tio n  o f the  in he ren t ch a ra c te r o f the  townscape w h ile
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la rg e -sca le  economic developm ent supported by na tio na l G overm nent could 

to ta l ly  ignore the  h is to r ic a l evo lu tion  o f the  re la tio n s h ip  between the 

s e t t le m e n ts , landw ard areas and is lands b ring ing  u lt im a te  d e s tru c tio n  to  

b o th  r u ra l and urban com m unities  when the  o il runs o u t -  a s im ila r  s itu a t io n  

has a lready been noted on a s m a ll s cale im m e d ia te ly  a f t e r  the  tw o  w o rld  

w a rs . F o r  th is  reason changes in  assoc ia tion  w ith  o il are l ik e ly  to  have the  

m o s t d ra m a tic  e f fe c t  on the  com m un ity  in  each o f the  th re e  m a in  se c to rs  

under s tudy.

W ith in  the  townscape changes can be p re d ic te d  as a re s u lt  o f 

bu ild ing  developm ent to  accom m odate the  e x tra  labour fo rc e  needed f o r  o il 

developm ent. I t  has been noted th a t  sections o f K irk w a ll’ s m a in  s t re e t  

have lo s t  th e ir  cohesion, f ro m  an a e s th e tic  v ie w p o in t, because o f the  

in tro d u c tio n  o f la rg e  m odern c o n s tru c tio n s  bearing no resem blance to  the  

c h a ra c te r is t ic  bu ild ing  s ty le  o f  the  c a p ita l. The tw e n t ie th  ce n tu ry  housing 

developm ents a lso la ck  c h a ra c te r in tro d u c in g  a d u ll u n ifo rm ity  to  the  

townscape p r in c ip a lly  because m odern bu ild ing  re g u la tio n s  a c t as a m a jo r 

in h ib ito r  in  bu ild ing  design. W ith  a s ig n if ic a n t increase in  the  area covered 

by m odern re s id e n tia l and indus t r i a l  bu ild ing  w ith  re sp e c t to  the  anc ien t 

urban nucleus the  townscape would be lik e ly  to  lose much o f i t s  im p a c t and 

a t t ra c t io n .  F u rth e rm o re  m odern t r a f f i c  demands cannot be accommodated 

in  the  narrow  lanes w ith in  the  com m erc ia l cen tres  o f the  s e ttle m e n ts .

The s itu a t io n  has a lready become c r i t ic a l  in  S trom ness y e t ,  because o f the  

prob lem s o f the  s i te ,  the  p o s s ib il ity  o f f in d in g  a s o lu tio n  seems rem o te .

Road widening schemes would cause the  d e s tru c tio n  o f the  com m erc ia l cen tre  

i t s e l f ,  upse t the  to u r is t  in d u s try  and negate the  reasons f o r  the  in tro d u c tio n  

o f  im proved land com m unica tions. In  bo th  cases the  re d u c tio n  o f a g r ic u ltu ra l 

land w ith  increas ing  urban developm ent is  l ik e ly  to  upse t the  d e lica te  balance 

between the  burghs and th e ir  h in te rlands .

Changes in  soc ia l s t ru c tu re  re s u lt in g  f ro m  la rg e -sca le  economic 

developm ent may also be p re d ic te d  w ith  re fe re n ce  to  the  h is to r ic a l evo lu tion  

o f the  is lands. A lthough  an in c reas ing ly  la rge  num ber o f Scots s e tt le d  in  the 

is lands a f te r  im p ig n o ra tio n  th e ir  numbers were re la t iv e ly  s m a ll compared to  

th e  to ta l  popu la tion  and the  e ss e n tia lly  O rcadian c h a ra c te r is t ic s  w ere re ta ined  

and Norse c u ltu re  and e lem ents o f language surv ived . A t  th e  p resen t t im e  a 

la rg e  in f lu x  o f  'fo re ig n ' w o rk e rs , inc lud ing those f ro m  the  U n ited  S ta tes  o f
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A m erica  and th e  C o n tin e n t, poss ib ly  only on a te m p o ra ry  basis could have 

d ra m a tic  e f fe c ts  on the  com m un ity . The head o f many an O rcadian g i r l  

m ig h t be tu rned  by the  w e a lth  and experience o f  an o il man and i t  is  n o t 

unknown f o r  the  il le g it im a c y  ra te  to  take  a d ra m a tic  upward tre n d  a f te r  

such a m asculine invasion as the  census reco rds  o f  the  19th ce n tu ry  prove.

In  a d d itio n , the  p o s s ib ilit ie s  o f in te rm a rr ia g e  a rise  and th is  would in troduce  

co m p le te ly  c o n tra s tin g  c u ltu ra l e lem ents. Even w ith o u t the  o i l d e s tru c tiv e  

so c ia l tre n d s  can be seen. W ith  th e  tendency tow ards  the  re d u c tio n  o f  

lo c a l educationa l fa c i l i t ie s  and the  p resen t l im ite d  o p p o rtu n it ie s  f o r  

em ploym ent w ith in  the  is lands th e re  is  an increas ing  e m ig ra tio n  o f  th e  

young e con om ica lly -ac tive  s e c to r o f  the  com m un ity  which re s u lts  in  an 

ageing popula tion. The c o n tro l o f  th is  ou tw a rd  f lo w  is im p e ra tiv e  i f  l i f e  

on the  is lands is  to  continue.

To some e x te n t a boost to  the  economy such as th a t  given as a 

re s u lt  o f in ve s tm e n t by o i l  companies m ay tu rn  the  tid e . Y e t ,  as has been 

m entioned , the  m a jo r ity  o f  w o rke rs  f o r  th e  new e n te rp rise s  are  lik e ly  to  

be b ro u g h t in  f ro m  o th e r  areas and only to  a l im ite d  e x te n t w i l l  tra in in g  

f o r  s e m i-s k ille d  Orcadians occur. However, th e  p o s s ib ility  o f  em ploym ent 

in  som eth ing  o th e r  than th e  t ra d it io n a l occupation is  l ik e ly  to  be a g re a t 

in ce n tive  f o r  m oving to  K irk w a ll and leav in g  the  ou tly ing  is lands and the  

a g r ic u ltu ra l way o f  l i f e .  T ra d it io n a l s k ills  could thus be abandoned f o r  

m o re  than  a genera tion  causing la rg e -sca le  e m ig ra tio n  to  o th e r in d u s tr ia l 

areas when o il becomes exhausted. This has a lready happened a f te r  tw o 

W orld  W ars re s u lt in g  in  th e  com ple te  abandonment o f  c e r ta in  r u ra l 

tow nships and is lands. W ith in  th e  burghs th e  demands o f  an increas ing  

popu la tion  m ay re s u lt  in  th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f  branches o f  la rg e  chain s to re s  

and the  re d u c tio n , due to  c o m p e tit io n , o f  the  lo ca l shopkeepers. Again 

s h o r t - te rm  expansion o f  th is  type  may have de le te rio u s  e f fe c ts  on th e  

fu n c t io n a l s t ru c tu re  o f K irk w a ll and S trom ness in  th e  fu tu re .

When looking a t  th e  possib le  re s u lts  o f  economic deve lopm ent, 

such as th a t  associa ted w ith  the  o i l  in d u s try , i t  is  perhaps d i f f i c u l t  to  adopt 

anyth ing o th e r than a no te  o f  pess im ism . Where a g re a t deal o f  c a p ita l is  

suddenly invested  in  a fo rm e r ly  r u ra l com m un ity  such as Orkney th e re  is  

l i t t l e  t im e  to  consider the  re s u lts .  B ig  in d u s try  genera lly  requ ire s  an 

a lm o s t in s ta n t  p r o f i t  rega rd less o f  th e  c o s t o f  achieving th a t  end. Y e t

.1



i£  the  O rcad ian id e n t ity  is  to  be re ta in e d  g re a t care is  needed in  development. 

I t  w i l l  also be e sse n tia l to  bear in  m ind the  fu tu re  o f the  is land com m unity  

in  the  p o s t-o il era. Over m any cen tu rie s  the  Mainland s e ttle m e n ts  have 

evolved a fu n c t io n a l re la tio n s h ip  w ith  th e ir  h in te rla n d  th a t  could so eas ily  be 

d e s troyed , b u t w h ich could s t i l l  be v i t a l  to  th e ir  s u rv iv a l in  the  fu tu re .

In  v iew  o f  th is  i t  seems p re fe ra b le  th a t  lo c a l governm ent, in  p a r t ic u la r ,  

should a t te m p t to  accom m odate a l l the  c u rre n t tre n d s  th a t  prove to  be o f 

advantage to  th e  is lands. In  th is  way i t  w i l l ,  h o p e fu lly , be poss ib le  to  

b o th  update the  h is to r ic  urban s e tt le m e n ts  so th a t  m odern developm ent may 

occur and a t te m p t to  conserve the  c h a ra c te r o f  the  burghs o f  K irk w a ll and 

S trom ness so th a t  th e  O rcad ian h e rita g e  m ay be re ta in e d  f o r  fu tu re  

genera tions.
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APPENDIX A

A  g re a t v a r ie ty  o f  documents are in  ex istence covering c e rta in  

periods o f h is to ry  and w h ile  the  e a r ly  re co rd  is  by no means com ple te  

availab le sources do th ro w  valuable l ig h t  on the  em ergent urban cen tres . 

R eferences to  the  urban cen tres  m ay be found in  m any h is to r ic a l te x ts *  

These v a ry  in  a v a ila b il ity  and coverage; some are genera lised w h ile  o the rs  

are h igh ly  specialised* D i f f ic u lt ie s  a rise  in  the  a c c e s s ib ility  and handling 

o f o r ig in a l m anusc rip ts  and due to  h is to r ic a l acc iden t m uch u s e fu l m a te r ia l 

m ay have been destroyed  o r m isplaced* F o r  convenience each type  o f  docu­

m en t w i l l  be s tud ied  and appra ised separately,,

REGISTERS OF SEISINS:

A v a ila b il ity :  P a r t ic u la r  R e g is te rs  o f Seisins commence in  A .D . 1617

and are availab le f o r  pub lic  use between 1617 and 1781. T h e re a fte r  access 

to  the  P a r t ic u la r  R e g is te rs  is  possib le only on paym ent o f a fe e  and thus 

these are used p r in c ip a lly  by law yers  in  searches f o r  t i t le s  to  p ro p e rty . 

A f t e r  1781 abridgem ents m ay be consu lted b u t these are m uch abbreviated 

and do n o t con ta in  the  d e ta ils  o f the  p ro p e rty  boundaries th a t  occur in  the 

P a r t ic u la r  R eg is te rs*

C onten ts  o f Docum ents: The se is in  f o r  A lexander C ha lm er, sm y th  in

S trom ness, in  1624 is  shown in  Appendix B and dem onstra tes  the  ty p ic a l 

cond ition  and le n g th  o f such m anuscrip ts . P a r t ic u la r  R e g is te rs  o f Seisins 

com prise the  fo llo w in g  m ain  sections:

2, Date o f Seisin and type o f docum ent i.e . a d is p o s itio n , 

renun c ia tion  e tc .

2. The p a rt ie s  involved in  the  t ra n s fe r  o f the  p ro p e rty , 

includ ing the  name o f the  N o ta ry  P ub lic  whose job  i t  

was to  re co rd  the  se is ing  o f land.

3. A  d e s c r ip tio n  o f the  p ro p e rty  seised:

eg. 'quoy o f land o r piece o f w aste  ground'

' 'p r in c ip le  dw elling house to g e th e r w ith  the  

quoy o f land , and yard  th e re to  belonging to  

a ll o th e r houses, bu ild ings e tc . p e rta in in g  

to  the  sam e.'
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4. A  d e s c r ip tio n  o£ the  boundaries. Th is  m ay take  one o r

a com bina tion  o f the  fo llo w in g  fo rm s .

(a) phys ica l boundaries, eg. a b u rn , the  sea, a c rag , 

m a rch s to n e , g a te , e tc .

e.g. ’having the  sea on the  sou th , beginning 

f r o m  the  sea upward to  the  burn  to  the  m ee ting  

o f  the  tw o  l i t t l e  burns on the  w e s t and th e re fro m  

to  the  crag in  the  braehead where the  m archstone 

is  and f ro m  the  crag eastw ard  to  the  stone and stone 

on the  w e s t side o f the  crag  and th e re fro m  

sou thw a rd  to  the  sea'. R.S. 43,2. p, 33

(b) neighbours,

e.g. ’bounded and having P a tr ic k  M ow a t’ s house

and lands on the  sou th , the  said Thomas T a y lo r 's

own dw elling house and quoy o f land on the  n o r th ,

and the  la te  Alex® C h a lm e r’s house and lands on

the  eas t and W illia m  Johnston’ s house and lands on

th e  w e s t. ' R.S. 45.2. p. 462.

(c) dim ensions in  fe e t  o r fa th o m s  w ith  o r  w ith o u t 

compass d ire c t io n s ,

e.g. 'extend ing in  le n g th  f ro m  n o r th  to  south

260 fe e t  and f ro m  eas t to  w e s t 160 fe e t  in

b re a d th .’ R.S. 45.2. p. 429

'house ly in g  a t  the  shore side o f S trom ness to g e th e r

w ith  th e  th re e  score fa th o m s  o f ground in  le ng th

and tw e n ty  fa th o m s  in  b re a d th ’. R.S. 45.6. p. 39.

5. lo c a tio n  o f  p ro p e rty ,

e.g. 'ly in g  w ith in  the  pa rish  o f S trom ness , la te  B ishop ric  

now S te w a rtry  o f Orkney. ’

’ly in g  w ith in  the  burgh o f K irk w a ll.  ’

6. N otes o f o th e r p riv ile g e s  e tc . such as the  w inning o f  pea ts and

the  r ig h t  to  common grazing.

e.g. ’w ith  licence and l ib e r ty  o f  casting  and w inning o f peats 

where the  r e s t  o f the  commons and tenan ts  thereabout 

w in  th e ir  fu e l ’. H e a rt 's  P ro to c o l Book p. 292.



7. L is t  o£ w itnesses.

The A bridgem ents  are  genera lly  ty p e w r it te n  and com prise:

1, date o f e n try  in  the  R e g is te rs , to g e th e r w ith  the  

re fe re n ce  to  the  e n try  in  the  P a r t ic u la r  R e g is te rs , 

inc lud ing  the  volume and page num bers,

2, names o f p a r t ie s  invo lved , occupation o f  the  m ale 

head o f the  household a n d /o r the  s ta tu s  o f the  fem a le ,

3, date seised and date  o f the  d ispos ition ,

4, b r ie f  d e s c r ip tio n  o f the  ite m  seised.

e.g. 'a piece o f  land called G REENW ALL, p, S tr ,

(p a r is h  S trom ness)

’te n e ^5* a t  S. end o r Shoreside o f STROMNESS, p. S t r . 1

(tenem ents a t  the  south  end o r Shoreside o f S trom ness,

p a rish  S trom ness).

A  ty p ic a l e n try  in  the  A b ridgem ents  reads as fo llo w s  and m ay be

com pared w ith  the  tra n s c r ip t io n  o f the  1624 Seisin in  Appendix B.
t*98, Dec, 8. 1785. David Geddes, m erch  , S tr ,  pu rchaser,

ge ts  Ren Dec. 7. 1785, by Geo, Geddes,

m erch^. S t r . , and Ann B ea ton , h is  spse ., 
t  r ,

o f a Tene ° N * m id  o f Shoreside,

STR ., p. S t r . , . . . .  & o f £33, in  D isp, o f

W adset by Euphan Manson, r e l ic t  o f Thos. 

L in k la te r ,  ca rp ., S t r . ,  to  said Geo. Geddes 

and Ann B e a tton . Jan, 27. 1780, P.R. 13.74.

(T ra n s la tio n  : David Geddes, m e rch an t in  S trom ness, purchaser ge ts  

R enuncia tion on December 7 th  1785, by George Geddes, m e rch an t in  

S trom ness and Ann B ea ton , h is  spouse, . . . . . .  o f a tenem ent near the

m idd le  o f the  Shoreside, S trom ness, P a rish  o f S trom ness . . . . .  and

o f £33-00 in  D is p o s itio n  o f W adset by Euphan Manson, r e l i c t  o f  Thomas 

L in k la te r ,  c a rp e n te r, S trom ness, to  the  said George Geddes and Ann 

B e a tton . January 2 7 th , 1780).

P rob lem s a ris in g  f ro m  the  us e o f the  P a r t ic u la r  Regis te rs  o f Seisins :

1. The documents are u se fu l f o r  tra c in g  the  developm ent o f  an area 

only i f  the  ru ra l o r urban tow n is o f a co m p a ra tive ly  la te  date.

In  the  case o f S trom ness th e re  is no reco rd  o f any perm anent 

dw elling e rec ted  to  the  w e s t o f  Hamna Voe p r io r  to  1624 and
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thus th e  d iv is io n  and enclosure o f the  h i l l  slope m ay be tra ce d  

f ro m  i t s  com mencem ent th rough  the  seisins* F o r  an o lder 

burgh such as K irk w a ll o r an ancient fa rm in g  tow nsh ip  i t  is  

m ore  d i f f ic u l t  and less s a t is fa c to ry  to  a t te m p t to  fo llo w  the  

s e tt le m e n t h is to ry  by th is  m ethod due to  the  am ount o f 

bu ild ing  th a t  had occurred  p r io r  to  the  f i r s t  recorded seisins*

2. A l l  re g is te rs  are kep t on a county basis and in  the  case o f those 

under s tu d y  f o r  th is  th e s is  e n tr ie s  f o r  Orkney and Shetland were 

bound to g e th e r w ith in  the  same cover. The re g is te rs  la ck  any 

index and thus i t  is  necessary to  read every e n try  in  o rd e r to  

id e n t ify  those th a t  are re le va n t. U n fo r tu n a te ly  the  pa rish  

name is  contained tow ards the  ce n tre  o f the  document and 

palaeography m ay make th is  d i f f ic u l t  to  recognise im m ed ia te ly .

A lso  th e  sheer size o f each vo lum e, leading to  human e r ro r  due 

to  fa tig u e  and eye s t ra in ,  m ay cause e n tr ie s  to  be overlooked*

3* A l l  e a r ly  re g is te rs  are in  the  o r ig in a l m a n u sc rip t fo rm  which 

re s u lts  in  com p lica tions  o f a palaeographic na tu re . Th is  m ay 

re s u lt  in  the  om ission  o f re le v a n t e n tr ie s  as s ta te d  p rev io us ly  

and the  in c o rre c t  in te rp re ta t io n  o f d e ta ils  w ith in  the  se is in  

during tra n s c r ip t io n .

e.g. 'bu rne1 f o r  ’ba rne ’ ; 'brayhead* f o r  ’bayhead’

A bb rev ia tions  m ay also cause d i f f ic u l t ie s ,  

e.g. q lk  -  w h ich  ; u m q ll -  the la te ,  deceased ;

y r o f  -  th e re o f.

The ink  on the  o ldes t documents is  usua lly  ve ry  faded and 

occasiona lly pages have p a r t ia l ly  d is in te g ra te d  o r have been to rn ,  

w ith  the  obvious loss o f d e ta il f o r  c e r ta in  p a r ts  o f  the  e n tr ie s .

H andw riting  o f the  N o ta rie s  P ub lic  employed during  the  cen tu ries  

va ries  cons id e ra b ly  in  le g ib i l i ty ,  and the  fo rm a t io n  o f ind iv idua l 

cha ra c te rs  by a d i f fe r e n t  hand m ay change the  appearance o f the 

whole w o rd  so s ig n if ic a n tly  th a t  deciphering each document proves 

to  be a leng thy and ted ious process.

On occasions an e n try ,  no rm a lly  th a t  associated w ith  the  m o s t 

w e a lthy  landowners in  the  area, eg. the  Grahames o f Breckness o r 

the  Gordons o f C a irs to n , appears in  L a tin . Th is fu r th e r  increases



the  com p lica tions  o£ recogn is ing the  existence o£ a re le v a n t se is in  

and e x tra c tin g  the  e sse n tia l paragraphs f ro m  the  mass o£ lega l 

jargon*

4. D e sc rip tio n s  o£ the  boundaries o£ the  quoys v a ry  in  d e ta il as has 

been shown* W here only a b r ie f  s ta te m e n t occurs w ith in  the  

docum ent, such as the  inc lus ion  o f  the  dimensions o f the  p lo t  

w ith o u t re fe re n ce  to  compass bea rings, neighbours o r the  

re la tio n s h ip  to  o th e r parce ls  o f  land, id e n t if ic a t io n  m ay be 

im possib le* F o r  example an e n try  dated 1661 reads

'O f A l l  and Whole h is house . . . .  b u i l t  upon the  shoreside 

o f  S trom ness in  le n g th  and b read th  w ith  one hundred and 

te n  fa th o m s  o f ground back and fo re  f ro m  the  h ighes t o f  

the  h i l l  to  the  lo w e s t o f  the  ebb'. R.S. 45. Vol. 1*

No o th e r re fe re n ce  has been found to  th is  p lo t  o f land between 

1617 and 1700 and the  Hum phreys, who appear to  have extensive 

e s ta te s  o u tw ith  the  p a rish , are n o t m entioned again w ith  re sp e c t to  

p ro p e rty  'on the  shores ide '. The lo c a tio n  o f th is  house th e re fo re  

rem a ins a m y s te ry .

5. Because they  deal e s s e n tia lly  w ith  the  t ra n s fe r  o f land se is ins 

cannot be used to  e s ta b lish  accura te  dates f o r  dwellings w ith in  a 

town. In  some cases hous e s , b a rn s , e tc . have been e rec ted  f o r  

some t im e  be fo re  the  landowner decides to  seize the  quoy and 

'b igg ings ' to  ano the r person. Thus any date given to  the  bu ild ing  

th a t  is  based on the  date o f the  seis in  w i l l  be inaccu ra te . The 

re v e rs e , o f course, also holds tru e . F re q u e n tly  a piece o f w aste  

ground is  seised and the  new owner rece ives the  r ig h t  to  e re c t a 

dw elling a t  some unspecified  date b u t chooses n o t to  develop the  

land b e fo re  se is ing to  ano the r person. In  th is  in s ta n t the  h a b ita tio n  

th a t  is  f in a l ly  e rec ted  w i l l  p o s t-d a te  the  o r ig in a l e n try  in  the  

re g is te rs .

RENTALS

A v a ila b i l i ty : T ra n s c r ip tio n s  f ro m  the  o rig in a l documents are available

f o r  va rious dates between 1490 and 1739 in  the  'R en ta ls  o f  O rkney' by

A lexander P e te rk in  published in  1820. P e te rk in  notes th a t



'B y  b ishop ric  c h a r te r  1614, the  K ing , w ith  consent o f h is 

o f f ic e rs  o f s ta te ,  and under the  a u th o r ity  o f  the  A c t  1612, 

gave, disponed, and f o r  ever co n firm e d  and m o r t i f ie d  to  

James, bishop o f  O rkney, and his successors, the  whole 

lands in  th e  parishes o f H o lm , O rp h ir , S trom ness, Sandwick, 

Shappinshaw, W a lls , Hoy and also c e r ta in  lands in  the  pa rish  

o f S t. O lla th e re in  enum erated, a ll s itu a te  in  O rkney'.

As the  o r ig in a l B ish o p ric  records which w ere lodged in  the  C ity  

Chambers in  Edinburgh have been m iss ing  f o r  a num ber o f years a ll 

in fo rm a tio n  concerning the  re n ts  paid to  K ing and, la te r ,  the  B ishops, 

has been taken  f ro m  the  p u b lica tio n  m entioned above :

C onten ts  o f the  Docum ents :

1. Name o f  tow nsh ip  w ith  a s ta te m e n t o f  the  e x te n t and type o f  land. 

e.g. 'K irb u s ta re  : 6d. te r ra e ,  u th e ll. '

'Nes : ob te rra e . p. Rege, Quoyland',

'O rq u ile  : j  f a r  ding t e r  re  quoyland.'

2. D e ta ils  o f the  re n ts  paid in  kind and Scots money, 

e.g. 'S trom ness C ro p t 1739

Inne rto w n  : 36d. Land, 3 m k. p.d. land, 3 k lh .p .m k .

John Johnstoun in  Ness com pts f o r  %d. land th e re , 

p s . 6d. sc a t s r . , 4 mk. oy le , 2m. 2 s e t t ,  m a lt  ; I t .  

f o r  Id . la s t  laboured by Mag. C ro m a rty , ps. 8 mk. 

o y le , Is  s c a t s r . ,  4 s e t t  m a lt  ; extends to  Is  6d. 

s ca t s r . , 12 m k. oyle and 3 m. m a lt.  R es ts  a ll is  

£L8~ l-6d .

( tra n s la tio n : S trom ness A ccoun t 1739 :

Inne rto w n  : 36 pennylands, 3 m arks  (m erks) p e r pennyland,

3 cow sw orths p e r m ark :

John Johnstoun in  Ness accounts f o r  %d. land th e re , pays 

6d. s c a t s ilv e r ;  4 m erks o i l ,  2 m e ills  2 s e ttin g s  m a lt  : I te m  

f o r  one penny (land) la s t  laboured by Magnus C ro m a rty , pays 

8 m erks o i l ,  1 s h illin g  s c a t s i lv e r ,  4 s e ttin g s  m a lt ;  extends to  

Is .  6d. s c a t s i lv e r ,  12 m erks o i l and 3 m e ills  m a lt.  R e s ts  a ll 

is  £ 1 8 -l-6 d .)

Only one e n try  f o r  a house ra th e r  than  a fa rm  appears in  the
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'S trom ness re n ta ls  p r io r  to  1642. T h is  was f o r  a house ly in g  on the  low 

ground between the  to w n sh ip  dyke o f I la m ig e r and the  m i l l  bu rn  o f C a irs ton . 

T h is  h a b ita tio n  becam e, a t  a com pa ra tive ly  e a rly  date in  the  h is to ry  o f 

developm ent o f  the  w e s t M ain land, the  lo c a l inn , b u t re fe re n ce  is  made to  

i t  in  the  R en ta ls  s im p ly  as 'Wm, C la rk ’s house now b u i l t  paying te n  s h illin g s ’ 

(Appendix C). B y the  1640’s some developm ent had taken  place a t  the  

shoreside and in  1642 f iv e  houses w ith  ground were l is te d  as paying fe u -d u ty  

in  chickens and capons. The hous eholders a t th a t  t im e  are w e ll-know n. The 

Beatons and Redlands held land in  o th e r p a r ts  o f the  pa rish  as did W illia m  

O gilv ie . A lexander C halm er appears e a r ly  in  the  Seisins and is  m o s t l ik e ly  

to  have been the  f i r s t  en trep reneu r in  the  area, w h ile  M r. John Gairdyne 

was the  m in is te r  o f  the  then  combined parishes o f S trom ness and Sandwick.

In  the  re n ta l o f 1739, how ever, the  num ber o f houses l is te d  to ta ls  

only eleven which seems rem a rkab ly  low when one considers th a t  in  1669, 

some 60 years e a r lie r ,  on the  death o f David Beaton th ir te e n  houses were 

m entioned in  the  w i l l  and were subsequently divided among his daughters. 

Evidence f ro m  the  se is ins also suggests th a t  in  th is  case the  re n ta ls  as 

co lle c ted  by P e te rk in , a c e n tu ry  la te r ,  m ay have been incom ple te . By the  

year 1700 a t  le a s t tw en ty -one  ind iv idua l parce ls  o f land m ay be recognised 

along th is  p a r t  o f the  shore and m o s t o f  these had also been subdivided a 

num ber o f  t im e s ,  each subd iv is ion bearing a dw elling which was occupied 

by one o f the  numerous s m a lle r  tradesm en who were being a t t ra c te d  in to  

the  area a t  th is  tim e .

In  the  re n ta ls  dated 1497 -  1503 th ir te e n  e n tr ie s  are made f o r  lands 

in  St. Ola b u t by 1595 a fu r th e r  38 have been added. These include a 

num ber o f quoys now enclosed w ith in  the  burgh boundary and m ay ind ica te  

the  expansion o f the  burgh away f ro m  the  shores o f the  lagoon and bay.

The Lave rock , f o r  in s tan ce , is  recorded as paying 16 sh illin g s  in  s ilv e r  

a t  th is  date. The la rg e s t  p ro p o rtio n  o f St. Ola pa rish  belonged, in  the  

s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry , to  the  b ishop ric  and thus a num ber o f e n tr ie s  appear 

in  the  re n ta ls  f o r  lands associated w ith  the Church and prebends. C orse, 

a th re e  pennyland pe rta in ed  to  the  Prebendarie o f St. John and fo u r  named 

quoys belonged to  St. K a the rine . Many o f the  la rg e r  fa rm s  can be tra ce d  

th rough  the  re n ta ls  in to  the  p resen t day ; Papdale, W eyland, G a itn ip , 

W id e fo rd , e tc . being fa m i l ia r  landm arks. O th e rs , however, have

I
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^-disappeared as developm ent o f  th e  tow n  encroached on th e ir  lands.

C o rre la tio n  w ith  se is ins suggests th a t  th e 're n ta ls  as published by 

P e te rk in  m ay be incom p le te . C e rta in ly  d iscrepancies a rise  w ith in  the  

v illa g e  o f S trom ness and f o r  K irk w a ll re n ta ls  are o f l im ite d  value as so 

m uch developm ent had occurred  a t  an e a r ly  date.

ESTATE P A P E R S :

These documents s u f fe r  th rough  d iv e rs ity  and la ck  o f index f o r  a 

s tu d y  o f th is  na tu re . In  m o s t cases the  papers have been ke p t in  s low ly  

d is in te g ra tin g  bundles and the  faded in k  to g e th e r w ith  the  s ta te  o f 

f r a g i l i t y  makes an assoc ia tion  w ith  the  ve ry  precarious.

The types o f documents to  be found among E s ta te  and fa m ily  papers 

genera lly  include le t t e r s ,  re n ta ls  and, occas iona lly , se is ins. Where 

la te r  m em bers o f the  fa m ily  have zealously catalogued some o f th e  contents  

o f  these bundles, as is  the  case o f the  Johnstone E s ta te  re c o rd s , the  ta s k  

o f  deciphering and e x tra c tin g  re le v a n t in fo rm a tio n  is  fa c il i ta te d .  Where 

the  landowners have la rge  e s ta te s  e lsewhere, however, the  arch ives tend 

to  com prise  m ore  genera l reco rds o f e s ta te  management and o th e r business 

in te re s ts  w ith  de ta iled  s tud ies  o f ind iv idua l houses and sm a ll pa rce ls  o f 

land in  some o f the  re m o te r  corners o f the  e s ta te  rece iv ing  l i t t l e  a tte n tio n . 

However, documents belonging to  such la rge  and im p o r ta n t arch ives tend to  

have com e, a t  some t im e ,  under the  auspices o f the  guardians o f the  

reco rds  in  the  S c o ttis h  Record O ff ic e ,  Ed inburgh, and thus whole co lle c tio ns  

m ay be found  cata logued, indexed and, in  some in s tan ces , m ic ro film e d  f o r  

eas ie r access. Th is  is  t ru e  o f the  Craven B equest, In ve n to ry  o f Orkney and 

Shetland, Fea o f C le s tra in  ( F le t t )  C o lle c tio n , the  S ca rth  o f Breckness 

M un im ents and c e r ta in  o f  the  M o rto n  Papers.

Some o f these papers w ere o f value in  the  com p ila tio n  o f an e a r ly  map 

o f S trom ness as th e y  th re w  a d d ition a l l ig h t  on the  lo c a tio n  o f parce ls  o f 

land and th e ir  occupants. In  the  Johns tone E s ta te  records a num ber o f 

se is in s , th a t  w ere n o t id e n t if ie d  in  the  P a r t ic u la r  R e g is te rs  o f Seisins 

consu lted in  Ed inburgh, were d iscovered and bore w itn ess  to  the  fu r th e r  

subd iv is ion  o f the  m a jo r quoys a t  the  shoreside. Genealogies, to g e th e r 

w ith  an accum ula tion  o f se is ins re fe r r in g  to  p a r t ic u la r  quoys during a tw o  

hundred year period  were also o f use in  tra c in g  the  expansion o f the e a rly
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burgh*

W ith in  the  Johnstone c o lle c tio n  re n ta ls  w ere ava ilab le  f o r  the  years 

1761 and 1774, m ore  than  a ce n tu ry  a f te r  the  f i r s t  com m erc ia l s ite  had 

been s e ttle d * These l is te d  the  occup ie rs , w ith  the  occasional re fe rence  

to  the  fo rm  o f em ploym ent to g e th e r w ith  the  re n ts  paid in  S te rlin g  and 

Scots money,and w ere valuable in  assessing the  e x te n t o f  developm ent 

w ith in  the  va rious quoys*

In te re s t in g  com m ents m ay also be contained w ith in  p r iv a te  fa m ily  

le t te r s *  F o r  in s ta n ce , a le t t e r  dated 1788 f ro m  David Geddes, who was 

to  become the  O rkney agent f o r  the  Hudson's Bay Company in  1791, 

conta ins the  fo llo w in g  obse rva tion  f o r  S trom ness :

'T o  give you an Idea o f the  f lo u r is h in g  s ta te  o f our g re a t 

Town ; 40 years ago 150 fe e t  o f ground on the  shore below 

the  s t r e e t  was bought f o r  £10 and now I pay £60 f o r  70 fe e t  

o f the  same ground*1

These documents lik e  the  re n ta ls  tend  to  be m o s t  su ited  to  provid ing  

evidence th a t  is  supp lem entary to  th a t  contained in  th e  Regis te rs  o f 

Seisins as in  them selves th e y  are n o t s u f f ic ie n t ly  com ple te  and de ta iled  to  

p rovide a l l o f  the  in fo rm a tio n  necessary f o r  tra c in g  the  developm ent o f 

the  urban centres*

P O LL T A X  R O LL 1694 -  1695 :

The P o ll Tax was a ta x  paid on each person and f o r  the  purpose o f 

assessm ent o f the  am ount due a l i s t  was com piled o f th e  re s id e n ts  o f 

the pa rish  o f S trom n ess , s im ila r  to  those produced th ro ugho u t Orkney 

a t the  t im e ,  and the  burgh o f K irkw a ll*  E s s e n tia lly  th is  com prised a 

l i s t  o f  the  heads o f  households and, i f  m a le , the  occupation was occasiona lly 

appended*

eg, Adam L o u t t i t  w o b s te r

Andrew L y e ll N o ta ry  P ub lic  

O ther m em bers o f the  household were l is te d  in  abbrev ia ted  fo rm * These 

included the  w ife ,  ch ild re n , o th e r re la tiv e s  and se rvan ts  o f the  householder* 

In  the  p a rish  reco rds  a t  the  end o f each e n try  o r  a t  the  end o f the  township 

under rev iew  a note  was made concerning the  persons, f ro m  whom the  land 

was rented*
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eg« 'James S in c la ir + m  (m o the r) u d a lle r 

lab^° to  h im s e lf ,1 

’Adam C ro m a rtie  + w (w ife ) + s (son) +

S,F, (fem a le  se rvan t) K ing ’s te n n a n t, '

F o r  S trom ness in fo rm a tio n  is  available regard ing  the  presence o f 

persons employed in  n o n ^a g ric u ltu ra l p u rs u its ,  eg, s m ith ,  ca rp e n te r, ta i lo r ,  

b u t th e re  is  no in d ic a tio n  o f th e ir  in hab iting  a dw elling w ith in  the  v illage. 

A p p ro x im a te ly  th re e  hundred and e ig h ty  souls were enum erated w ith in  the 

pa rish  b u t m o s t o f the  tradesm en are l is te d  as res id ing  w ith in  the 

tow nsh ip  o f Inner S trom ness a t  th is  t im e .

A lthough  com piled only a yea r la te r ,  in  1695, the  reco rd  f o r  the  burgh 

o f K irk w a ll d i f fe r s  som ewhat f ro m  th a t  f o r  the  pa rish  o f S trom ness, Six 

hundred and e ig h ty  s ix  persons, inc lud ing s e rva n ts , are l is te d  b u t ch ild ren  

are ra re ly  m entioned. In  th is  case the  re co rd  appears to  be o f adu lts  only 

ra th e r  than  a t o ta l  census. Few occupations are m entioned f o r  the 

in h a b ita n ts  o f K irk w a ll,

A  second much abbreviated r o l l  dated 20 th  F e b ru a ry , 1699, is  also 

availab le f o r  K irk w a ll,  A lthough  bearing the  same t i t l e ,  v iz . R e p o rt o f 

the  Poleable Persones w ith in  the  Brugh o f K irk w a ll,  only e ighteen persons 

are lis te d . No household d e ta ils  are recorded a lthough the  occupation o f 

the  head o f the  household to g e th e r w ith  the ta x  in  Scots money does occur.

The P o ll Tax R o ll w h ile  g iv ing  a rough in d ica tio n  as to  popula tion size 

should be used cau tious ly . No d e f in ite  values f o r  the popu la tion  o f the 

sm a ll v illa g e  o f S trom ness can be obtained although in  con junction  w ith  

o the r docum ents, such as the  S e is ins, the  lo c a tio n  o f some fa m ilie s  can 

be cross-checked. As the  re co rd  f o r  K irk w a ll seems to  be l im ite d  to  

adu lts  t o ta l  popu la tion  and occupation s tru c tu re  o f the  burgh cannot be 

de te rm ined  accu ra te ly ,

KIRK SESSION RECORDS

Many o f the K irk  Session Records have been f o r  some t im e  lodged in  

St, Magnus C athedra l, The bound volumes covering a period extending back 

in to  the  e igh teen th  cen tu ry  are in  va ry ing  s ta te s  o f re p a ir. The records
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are n o t always com p le te , many o f the  e a r lie r  books having s u ffe re d  to rn  

pages and fad in g  in k  i f  n o t a m ore com ple te  d is in teg ra tion ,,

In fo rm a tio n  contained in  the  M inu te  Books va ries  considerably 

and no index is  genera lly  available,, F ro m  re fe re n ce  to  sample documents 

la rg e ly  f ro m  the  n ine teen th  ce n tu ry  the  business recorded m o s t fre q u e n tly  

seems to  be th a t  concerning the  reasons f o r  the  non»attendance a t  church 

o r communion o f c e r ta in  pa rish ione rs  and the  m o ra l w ell»being o f the 

genera l populace* D e ta ils  concerning the  developm ent o f the  tow n are 

lim ite d  a lthough m en tion  m ay be found o f church p ro p e rty  in  c e rta in  

m inutes* F o r  instance on 26 th  M ay, 1841

’th e  Session to o k  in to  cons ide ra tion  the  inadequate 

accom odation fu rn ish e d  to  the  S o c ie ty ’s schoo l,

G la itn e ss , and reso lved to  M em oria lize  h e r M a je s ty ’s 

C om m issioners o f Woods and F o re s ts  in  fa v o u r o f a 

g ra n t o f a piece o f ground ad jacen t to  the  s ite  o f the 

school house and garden* ’

The m a t te r  was s t i l l  under cons ide ra tion  eleven years la te r*

O th e r documents include le t te r s  concerning church p ro p e rty , 

the  re p a irs  to  the  C a thed ra l fa b r ic ,  and the  c o lle c tio n  o f tiends f ro m  

church p ro p e rty  in  the  v ic in i ty  o f the  burgh*

In  the  s ix te e n th  ce n tu ry , w ith  the  a b o lit io n  o f C a tho lic ism  

as the  s ta te  re lig io n , the  b ishop ric  e s ta te s  w ere taken  by the  Crown*

F o r  a t im e  Edinburgh leased the  re n ts  o f the  B ishop ric  f o r  the  support 

o f m in is te rs  and re p a ir  o f bu ild ings in  th a t  c ity *  A lthough  many o f the 

e a rly  reco rds  o f the  B ishop ric  w ere lodged in  the  c i t y  arch ives in  

Edinburgh m o s t o f these have been lo s t  during the  succeeding cen tu ries  

and those rem a in ing  are  fre q u e n tly  incom p le te  o r in  poor condition* 

In fo rm a tio n  concerning l is t s  o f  p a rish  m in is te rs , re n ta ls  and th ird s  o f 

benefices are available* O f the  documents s t i l l  e x ta n t fe w  shed l ig h t  

on the  church p ro p e rty  and re n ta ls  beyond th a t  published by lo ca l 

h is to r ia n s  o r reco rd  soc ie ties*
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CENSUS DATA:

E a r ly  census data  was o£ a v e ry  ru d im e n ta ry  na tu re  such as th a t 

recorded in  the  P o ll Tax R o lls* However, a f te r  1821 E num era to rsT re p o rts  

g iv ing  ad d itio n a l d e ta il are availab le in  the  S c o tt is h  Record O ff ic e  and may 

be consu lted f o r  the  years up to  18910 F o r  the  purpose o f the  Government 

census each ru ra l pa rish  and burgh is  d ivided in to  a num ber o f s m a lle r 

a re a l u n its  known as the  enum era tion  d is tr ic ts ,,

The 1821 census, the  e a r lie s t  availab le f o r  O rkney, is  o f l i t t l e  

re a l use in  the  s tudy  o f the  phys ica l developm ent o f  the  tw o  burghs as i t  

m e re ly  gives names o f in h a b ita n ts  w ith o u t re fe re n ce  to  the  lo c a tio n  o f 

the  inhab ited  dwelling,, F ro m  1841 onwards, how ever, m ore  d e ta il is  

contained w ith in  the  e nu m e ra to rs ' documents,, A  ty p ic a l e n try  includes 

the  s t r e e t  o r  house nam e, nam es, ages and re la tio n s h ip  o f household 

m em bers , to g e th e r w ith  the  occupation o f the  w ork ing  popu la tion  and 

place o f b i r t h  o f each person* In  the  1891 census a re co rd  o f the  number 

o f windows in  each bu ild ing  is  also included*

Because o f the  d iv is io n  o f the  area in to  the  enum eration 

d is t r ic t s  a d e s c r ip tio n  o f the  boundaries o f each d is t r ic t  is  found on the  

f i r s t  page o f th e  record* T h e re a fte r  a sum m ary o f the  num ber o f 

separa te  occup ie rs , num ber o f bu ild ings « in hab ite d , un inhabited and 

under c o n s tru c tio n  and to ta l  popu la tion , w ith  a sepa ra tion  between male 

and fe m a le , is  tabu la ted* In  o rd e r to  increase the  accuracy o f the  

popu la tion  to ta ls  a sum m ary o f no rm a l re s id e n ts  te m p o ra r ily  absent, 

and v is i to r s ,  b o th  m ale and fe m a le , are  also found tow ards the  f r o n t  o f 

each re p o rt*

A na lys is  o f  data e x tra c te d  f ro m  these volumes can th ro w  

valuable l ig h t  on the  demographic and economic s tru c tu re  o f the  burghs, 

p a r t ic u la r ly  when records f ro m  the  m idd le  and end o f the  ce n tu ry  are 

compared* In fo rm a tio n  regard ing  household size and num ber o f households 

per dw elling is  eas ily  e x tra c te d  f ro m  the  sh e e ts , as is  popu la tion  s tru c tu re *  

Occupations l is te d  va ry  considerab ly , how ever, and sub tle  d iffe re n c e s  are 

noted poss ib ly  re f le c t in g  the  in d iv idua l's  conception o f h is  mode o f 

em ployment* T h is  type o f analysis o fte n  proves in te re s t in g  f o r  the 

s tudy  o f tow n s tru c tu re *  F o r  in s tance , in  K irk w a ll c e rta in  occupations 

are c lose ly  t ie d  to  p a r t ic u la r  lo ca tio n s  w ith in  the  burgh and o fte n  close



c o rre la tio n s  between these fa c to rs  and such th ings as household size and 

com pos ition  can be recognised* Em phasis w ith in  bo th  burghs under study 

is  on m a n u fa c tu rin g  and se rv ice  in d u s tr ie s  as m ig h t be expected*

However, a reasonable p ro p o rtio n  o f the  popu la tion  seems to  be w orking 011 

the  land o r a t  sea, thus  tra v e llin g  beyond the  burgh l im i t s  da ily  to  pursue 

th e ir  em ploym ent* Because o f i t s  im po rtance  as the  is lands ' c a p ita l, 

K irk w a ll has a g re a te r  p ro p o rt io n  o f la w y e rs , doc to rs  and o th e r p ro fess iona l 

people*

Studies o f household com pos ition  prove in te re s t in g  in  th a t  they 

in d ica te  the  high percentage o f widows and s p in s te rs  in  the  com m un ity , 

some o f the  la t t e r  possessing la rg e  fa m ilie s *  Th is  is  especia lly  t ru e  o f 

S trom ness f ro m  w here , due to  the  o p p o rtu n it ie s  o ffe re d  by the  Hudson's 

Bay Company and the  whaling f le e ts ,  many men w ere lu re d  away, o fte n  to  

th e ir  dea th , leaving the  women to  occupy th e ir  t im e  w ith  straw«=>plaiting 

and k n it t in g  a t  home*

The rap id  g ro w th  o f bo th  s e ttle m e n ts  f ro m  the  beginning o f 

the  n ine teen th  ce n tu ry  seems to  have been due la rg e ly  to  im m ig ra tio n  as 

revealed by a s tudy  o f the  places o f b i r t h  l is te d  in  the  census* In  1851 

app ro x im a te ly  te n  p e rcen t o f the  to ta l  popu la tion  o f  S trom ness came 

f ro m  the  South Is les  o r Scotland, b u t f o r t y  years la te r  th is  f ig u re  had 

r is e n  to  n ineteen percent* However, in  K irk w a ll,  the  e a r lie r  census 

reco rds twenty~one pe r cen t o f the  popu la tion  coming f ro m  the  N o rth  

Is le s  and a f u r th e r  s ix  per cent f r o m  Scotland*

When examined in  con junction  w ith  the  available Ordnance 

Survey 1:2500 p lans, produced f o r  O rkney.in  the  1880's, the build ing 

developm ent o f  the  burghs can be traced*

Undoubtedly the  enum era tion  documents provide valuable 

s ta t is t ic a l  in fo rm a tio n  during the  n ine teen th  century* F o r  the  p resen t 

ce n tu ry  census data is  availab le on a te n  yea r basis b u t th is  occurs only 

in  published tab les  f o r  the County and does n o t revea l the  ind iv idua l d e ta ils  

th a t  w ere  found in  the  enu m e ra to rs ' books*

STATISTICAL ACCOUNTS :

Two s ta t is t ic a l accounts o f Scotland are ava ilab le , bo th
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runn ing  to  m any volum es : the  f i r s t ,  known as S in c la ir 's  S ta t is t ic a l A c c o u n t, 

published in  1795; the  second, th e  New S ta t is t ic a l A cco u n t, appearing fo r t y  

years la te r .  In  each case th e  p a r is h  m in is te rs  were charged w ith  the 

c o lle c tio n  o f  a se t o f  s ta t is t ic s  f o r  th e ir  pa rish  and any included burghs. 

Thus in fo rm a tio n  concerning K irk w a ll and S t. Ola occurs to g e th e r and in 

S in c la ir 's  S ta t is t ic a l A ccount th a t  f o r  the  combined parishes o f  Sandwick 

and S trom ness was co lle c ted  by the  Rev. W illia m  C louston.

The da ta  contained in  the  accounts va rie s  considerably bo th  in  

am ount o f  d e ta il and i t s  accuracy. The e a r lie r  account can be divided in to  

a num ber o f  subsections. A genera l d e s c r ip tiv e  paragraph f o r  each pa rish  

and burgh s ta r t s  the  account and, f o r  K irk w a ll,a  g re a t deal o f  a rc h ite c tu ra l 

d e ta il f o r  th e  m ain  pub lic  bu ild ings is  included in  -this sec tion . L is ts  o f 

h e r ito r s ,  re n ts  charged and an in d ic a tio n  as to  th e  s ta te  o f  p ro p e rty  fo llo w . 

P opu la tion  f ig u re s  a re  ava ilab le , these  n a tu ra lly  p reda te  the censuses, and 

occupation  s t ru c tu re  f o r  bo th  urban and ru ra l areas is  analysed, inc lud ing 

the  p r ic e  o f  labour and c o s t o f  p ro v is ions . The p a ris h  economy, inc lud ing 

ru ra l in d u s tr ie s , m anu fac tu res  and t ra d e , p rovides in te re s t in g  reading and 

th e  accounts end w ith  a sec tion  on pub lic  am en itie s  such as num ber o f  

churches and schools, and accom m odation o f fe re d  f o r  the  poor. The New 

S ta t is t ic a l A ccount is ,  f o r  each o f  the  parishes under cons ide ra tion , 

m a rke d ly  reduced in  s ize and am ount o f  d e ta il.  In fo rm a tio n  contained 

includes a d e s c r ip tiv e  in tro d u c tio n  o f  the  p a r is h  and burgh , l i s t s  o f  land­

ow ners, the  p a rish  economy and, a f in a l sec tion  on pub lic  am en ities .

The accuracy o f  the  pa rish  da ta  is d i f f ic u l t  to  de te rm ine  and 

the  eloquence o f  some o f  th e  w r it in g  m ay hide s ig n if ic a n t e rro rs  o f  fa c t .

F o r  in s ta n c e , W illia m  C louston w r ite s  o f  the  v illa ge  o f  S trom ness in  1795 

in  the  fo llo w in g  te rm s :

'S trom ness ... .  was, in  the  beginning o f  the  p resen t ce n tu ry , very  

inconsiderab le , cons is ting  only o f  h a lf  a dozen houses w ith  s la ted  

r o o fs , and a fe w  s c a tte re d  h u ts , the  f i r s t  inhab ited  by tw o  

gentlem en o f  landed p ro p e r ty , and tw o  o r  th re e  s m a ll tra d e rs , 

the  la s t  by a fe w  fis h e rm e n  and m echan ics.'

C o n su lta tio n  o f  re le v a n t seisins proves th a t  in  1700 th e  tow n o f  S trom ness 

was m uch la rg e r  than is  suggested in  th is  account.
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On th e  o th e r  hand valuable s ta t is t ic a l  in fo rm a tio n  may be 

ga thered  f ro m  these sources and in te re s t in g  com m ents can be found. F o r 

exam ple, due to  the  am ount o f  shipping using th e  P en tland  F i r t h  and 

S trom ness harbour th e re  was concern in  the  e igh teen th  ce n tu ry  th a t  

F rench  p r iv a te e rs  m ig h t s a il n o r th  to  harass the  s a ilo rs  and in te r ru p t  

tra d e . Thus i t  was suggested th a t ,  f o r  the  s a fe ty  o f  tra d e  passing by 

S trom ness , i t  m ig h t be necessary to  e re c t a f o r t  a t  the  entrance to  the  

ha rbou r. I t  is  also in te re s t in g  to  no te  th a t  even the  young s e ttle m e n t o f  

S trom ness was im p o rt in g  la rg e  q u a n titie s  o f  lu x u ry  produce such as s n u ff ,  

h a ts ,  tobacco , s p ir i t s ,  w ines and f in e  c lo th  -  n o t w hat one would expect 

in  such an appa ren tly  iso la te d  com m un ity .

The re p o r ts  on K irk w a ll fo llo w , i f  n o t in  d e ta il,  s tandard 

h is to r ic a l and l i t e r a r y  accounts w ith  an emphasis on the  re lic s  o f  th e  

N orse and S c o ttis h  earldom . T rade in  the  e igh teen th  cen tu ry  was less 

a t  K irk w a ll,  vessels fa vo u rin g  the  s h e lte r  o f  the  w e s te rn  h a rbo u r, and 

m a n u fa c tu re s , im p o r ts  and expo rts  were co m p a ra tive ly  less im p o rta n t. 

H ow ever, m any d e ta ils  a re  noted o f serv ices and am en ities  and th e  

r e p o r t  on th e  educationa l s ta te  o f  th e  c a p ita l shows how w e ll versed th e  

young c it iz e n s  were in  the  c la ss ics , languages and nav iga tion .

The S ta t is t ic a l Accounts p r in te d  and published in  the  

e igh teen th  and n in e te e n th  ce n tu rie s  are im p o r ta n t as they  are among the 

e a r lie s t  w ide ly  ava ilab le  re p o r ts  o f  the  s ta te  o f  th e  parishes and burghs. 

W h ile  some o f  th e  m a te r ia l should be t re a te d  w ith  g re a t caution much 

is  o f  value in th e  s tudy  o f  the  developm ent o f  th e  burghs.

L IT E R A R Y  SOURCES :

The ea rU e s t account o f  the  O rkney Is les can be found in  a 

se ries  o f  Norse Sagas, espec ia lly  Orkneyinga Saga, a lthough less de ta iled  

re fe re n ce  m ay be found in  o th e rs  such as Magnus Saga. E s s e n tia lly  a 

d e s c r ip tio n  o f  th e  l i f e  and t im e s  o f va rious O rkney ea rls  re fe re n ce  m ay 

be found to  th e  places frequen ted  by the  ea rls  and in fo rm a tio n  gained as 

to  th e  stages o f development o f  K irk w a ll in  p a r t ic u la r .  V ildng invasions 

and r iv a lr ie s  occupy much o f  the  te x t  b u t success in  b a t t le  is seen to  have 

re s u lte d  in  th e  e re c tio n  o f  c e r ta in  no tab le  bu ild ings w ith in  the  boundary 

o f  th e  c a p ita l. Thus E a rl Rognvald I replaced the  anc ien t C e lt ic  church



'w ith  one ded icated to  the  s a in tly  K ing O la f o f  N orw ay, and h is  namesake was 

respons ib le  f o r  the  e re c tio n  o f  S t. Magnus C a the d ra l in  the  tw e lf th  century. 

W ith  the  rem o va l o f  the  B ishop ric  sea t f ro m  B irs a y  to  K irk w a ll fu r th e r  

deve lopm ent o f  the  town ensued to  accom m odate church o f f ic e rs .

O rkneyinga Saga m entions S trom ness on ly tw ice . The r e f  erenc< 

com prise  an account o f  the  feud between E a r l H ara ld  Maddadson and his 

cous in , E a rl E rlend , ove r H a ra ld 's  c la im  to  lands in  O rkney. In  September 

1152, th e  f le e t  o f  E a r l E r le n d  and Sweyn A s le ifs o n  m e t th a t  o f  E a rl 

H a ra ld  o f f  the  B u ’ o f  C a irs to n . H ara ld  surrendered  and swore to  re linqu ish  

h is  c la im  to  O rkney b e fo re  being allowed to  re tu rn  to  h is  lands in  Caithness. 

H ow ever, e a r ly  the  fo llo w in g  yea r fo u r  sm a ll ships belonging to  H ara ld  shel­

te re d  near G raemsay b e fo re  landing so ld ie rs  in  Hamna Voe in  a f u t i le  

search f o r  E a rl E rlend.

A p a r t  f ro m  the  Sagas the  m a in  l i t e r a r y  reco rds  commence in  

th e  s ix te e n th  ce n tu ry  and no tab le  co lle c tio n s  f ro m  the  e igh teen th  and 

n ine teen th  ce n tu rie s  e x is t  when tra v e ls  around Scotland w ere becoming 

popu la r. D e ta il va ries  considerab ly in  these te x ts .  General desc rip tions  

o f  th e  areas v is ite d  a re  in te rm ix e d  w ith  b r ie f  s ta te m e n ts  as to  the  

econom ic s ta te  o f  the  burghs. Some il lu m in a tin g  com m ents occur. F o r 

in s ta n c e , in  L o c k h a r ts ’ 'L i fe  o f  S c o tt ' published in  1900 th e  im press ions 

th a t  S trom ness and K irk w a ll l e f t  on S c o tt du ring  h is v is i t  in  1814 are  

v iv id ly  recorded:

'S trom ness is  a l i t t l e  d i r t y  s tra g g lin g  to w n , which 

cannot be tra v e rs e d  by a c a r t ,  o r even by a h o rse , 

f o r  th e re  are  s ta irs  up and down, even in  the  

p r in c ip a l s t re e ts .  We paraded i t s  whole le n g th  lik e  

tu rke ys  in  a s t r in g ,  I  suppose to  s a t is fy  ourselves 

th a t  th e re  was a worse tow n  in th e  O rkneys than  the  

m e tro p o lis , K irk w a ll. '

In  some pub lica tions  the  au tho r has obviously plucked d e ta il 

f ro m  e a r lie r  sources and so discrepancies have been perpe tua ted . Th is 

occurs m ore  o fte n  in  the d e scrip tions  o f  S trom ness where l i t t l e  

docum entary evidence has been used as p ro o f o f  the  s ta te m e n ts  made.

Thus the  com m ent p r in te d  in  S in c la ir 's  S ta t is t ic a l Account th a t  S trom ness, 

a t  th e  beginning o f the  e igh teenth  ce n tu ry  consisted o f  h a lf  a dozen s la ted
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houses and a fe w  s c a tte re d  hu ts  is  echoed by B a r ry  in  1805 and P e te rk in  

in  1822 and is  quoted in  de sc rip tio n s  o f  th e  burgh w r i t te n  in  the  p resen t 

ce n tu ry .

C o n flic t in g  im press ions also occur. In  1805 the  Rev. George 

B a rry  w r ite s

'The in h a b ita n ts  (o f S trom ness) .... a re  in  genera l an 

in d u s trio u s  and e n te rp r is in g  people ' 

b u t th is  is  c o n tra d ic te d  by S c o tt only nine years la te r  

'th e  O rcadians seem by no means an a le r t  o r  

a c tiv e  ra c e . '

P robab ly  the  m o s t re lia b le  volum es a re  those  appearing in  the  

la s t  tw o  ce n tu rie s  under th e  au thorsh ip  o f  a se rie s  o f  lo c a l h is to r ia n s , 

among them  J. S to re r  C lous ton , J. Mooney and B .H . Hossack. Hossack and 

Mooney w ro te  in  d e ta il on th e  ro y a l burgh o f  K irk w a ll w h ile  S to re r  C louston 

w ro te  w ide ly  on th e  O rkney is lands. A l l  these te x ts  have been thorough ly  

researched and are based on ava ilab le  docum enta tion , o f te n  in  the  possession 

o f  the  p a r t ic u la r  au th o r. A lthough fre q u e n tly  in  book fo rm  a r t ic le s  also 

occur in  a num ber o f  pub lica tions  such as those  o f  th e  O rkney A n tiq u a ria n  

S oc ie ty , th e  S c o tt is h  R ecord S oc ie ty , and the  V ik ing  S ocie ty  f o r  N o rth e rn  

Research. These volumes are o f  g re a t value due to  the  fa c tu a l basis o f 

t h e ir  m a te r ia l and as m any o f  the  docum ents re fe r re d  to  o r  tra n sc rib e d  

in  Appendices are  no longer eas ily  accessib le  th e y  prov ide  possib ly  the  

only lin k  -with the  e a rly  O rcadian re co rd s .

CARTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTATION:

Map evidence va rie s  in  scale and thus in  usefu lness. P r io r  to  

the  fo rm a tio n  o f the  Ordnance Survey in  the  1800’s severa l a tlases and 

n av iga tio na l c h a rts  had been produced f o r  G re a t B r ita in  and i t  was norm a l 

to  include separa te  maps o f  Scotland, o fte n  w ith  in d iv idua l county sheets, 

however ru d im e n ta ry . Many examples e x is t,  f ro m  the  'Isole e t Hebride 

e t  O rcade ' by P o rcacch i and 'O rcades' by M e rc a to r  in  the  la t t e r  p a r t  o f 

the  s ix te e n th  ce n tu ry , th rough  the  maps o f  Blaeu and Hondius to  those 

o f  Aberdeen, A rro w s m ith  and Thomson in  th e  e a r ly  n ine teen th  cen tu ry .

Two se ts  o f  de ta iled  c h a rts  are also availab le : those  by C apta in G reenville  

C o llins  under th e  t i t l e  'G re a t B r ita in 's  C oasting P i lo t '  appearing f i r s t



in  1689, and then in  a num ber o f  la te r  e d itio n s , and 'Orcades : o r  a 

Geographic and H ydrographic Survey o£ th e  O rkney and Lew is Is lands ' by 

M urdoch M ackenzie fo llo w in g  in  1750.

A study o f  the  ava ilab le  maps and c h a rts  o f  the  is lands fro m  

the  s ix te e n th  ce n tu ry  onwards shows the  gradual im p rovem en t in  the  s ta te  

o f  su rvey and ca rto g ra p h y , and changes in  bo th  K irk w a ll and S trom ness can 

be fo llow e d . P rob lem s a rise  due to  changes o f shape o f  th e  areas under 

cons ide ra tion  and the  rem o va l o f  p lace-nam es f ro m  one lo c a tio n  to  another 

over a pe riod  o f  years. A m o s t confusing p ic tu re  occurs in  the  map o f  

'O rkney and Shetland ' by H enricus Hondius in  1633 -  4 as C a irs to n  

(C a re fto n e ) appears as an is land in  the  p o s it io n  o f  G raem say. The d is t r ic ts  

o f  C lu m le t, Whom, G a ir th ,  Skel, L ie ,  S trom ness and K irb u s te r  a re  m arked , 

to g e th e r w ith  a church and w hat appear to  be seven houses a t  th e  south 

shore. L e t t e r  G ladice in  'A map o f  th e  A illa n d  o f  O rkn e y ', 1693, ind ica tes  

dw ellings a t  C ra ikness on the  w e s t coast o f  -the M ainland to  the  n o rth  o f  

B reckness and m arks anchorages a t  K e rte n  (C a irs to n ). W allace 's  m ap, 

appearing s h o r t ly  a f te rw a rd s , m arks  S trom ness, the  headland a f te r  which 

the  p a rish  was named, on the  w e s t coast n o r th  o f  B reckness b u t C a irs to n , 

w ith  i t s  houses, anchorages and soundings in  fa th o m s  occur on the  s ite  o f  

the  p re se n t burgh and i t s  harbour. A b ridge  over th e  en trance  to  Loch 

Stenness in d ica tes  an im p rovem en t in  com m unica tions w ith  the ca p ita l, 

K irk w a ll.  B y  the  beginning o f  th e  n ine teen th  c e n tu ry  th e  houses and the  

church had acqu ired the  name 'S trom ness ' and th e  name 'K e rs to n '

(C a irs to n ) was re s t r ic te d  to  the  B u ' to  the  east. The p ic tu re  f o r  K irk w a ll 

is  s im p H fie d  because th e  antiquity?- o f  the  burgh and the  e a r ly  es tab lishm en t 

o f  th e  dom inant bu ild ings  along the  shore o f  th e  lagoon reduced the  

p o s s ib il ity  o f  ca rto g ra p h ic  inaccurac ies. In 1766 W illia m  Aberdeen 

produced a d e lig h tfu l oblique view  o f  K irk w a ll f ro m  the  West showing 

c le a r ly  th e  pub lic  bu ild ings dom ina ting  th e  Kne o f dwellings whose gardens 

s tre tc h e d  down to  th e  she lte re d  lagoon. The c h a rts  produced by C o llins  

and M ackenzie also ra is e  queries on de ta ile d  exam ination  as, fre q u e n tly , 

in d iv id u a l sheets occu rring  w ith in  the  same a tla s  do n o t con ta in  the  same 

in fo rm a tio n  in  th e ir  dup lica ted  sections. However, anomalies o f  

nom enc la tu re  and lo ca tio n  changes can in  some cases be c la r i f ie d  by 

re fe re n c e  to  w r i t te n  docum enta tion.
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P r io r  to  the  p u b lica tio n  o£ la rg e -s c a le  plans in  th e  n ine teenth  

c e n tu ry  th e  only de ta iled  sources f o r  the  burghs are  those drawn by lo ca l 

su rveyors  f o r  p lanning purposes o r as evidence in  some lega l d ispute. Thus 

in  1765 N ico las Oman produced a 'plan o f  a house bought by th e  deceased 

David S u therland, and the  w aste  ground in  d ispu te  and possessed by Isobel 

Manson h is  r e l i c t '  -  p a r t  o f  the  quoy o f  land in  S trom ness seised to  

A lexander C ha lm er, s m ith ,  by the  Bishop o f  O rkney in  1624. In  1792 tw o 

o th e r de ta iled  plans o f  C h a lm e r's  Quoy w ere  draw n, the  p ro p e r ty  by th is  

t im e  being in  th e  possession o f  Joshua Johnston and fo rm in g  p a r t  o f  h is  

la rg e r  e s ta te . S im ila r ly  in  1829 tw o  plans o f  the  area o f  S trom ness known 

as H e lliho le  and M e lv ine  P lace w ere produced, one by each o f  the  p a r t ie s  

in  a le g a l d ispu te  ove r ownership o f  a piece o f  p ro p e rty  on the  shore.

P lans o f  K irk w a ll a re  s im ila r  in  th a t  they  fo rm  ind iv idua l se ts  

f o r  planning o r lega l purposes. Several e a r ly  n ine teen th  ce n tu ry  plans e x is t 

o f  th e  area in  the  ce n tre  o f  the  burgh , inc lud ing  Broad S tre e t,  S t. Magnus 

C a th e d ra l and the  B ishop 's and E a r l's  Palaces. P lans o f  the  surrounding 

fa rm in g  lands are also to  be found in  the  la s t  c e n tu ry  and one f o r  G lai.tness, 

to g e th e r w ith  a ta b le  o f  co n te n ts , seems to  have been produced fo u r  t im e s , 

in  1818, 1836, 1853 and 1854. A plan drawn f ro m  a survey by James C ra ig  

in  1846 shows the  com m onty, lands cla im ed by the  burgh o f  K irk w a ll,  feus 

g ran ted  by the  burgh and encroachm ents. Thus some idea o f the  expansion 

o f  the  burgh m ay be obtained when th is  plan is  compared to  th a t  produced 

o f  the  burgh , by the  Ordnance Survey, a t  a scale o f 1:2500.

W ith  the  la rg e -sca le  mapping o f the  area by th e  Ordnance 

Survey in  the  1880's th e  f i r s t  de ta ile d  plans o f  th e  whole is lands were 

ava ilab le  and, when used in  con junction  w ith  the  census reco rds o f a 

s im ila r  d a te , could be used to  s tu d y  the  m ain  urban developm ents. F u r th e r  

o f f ic ia l  plans fo llow e d  in  the  f i r s t  decade o f  the  tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry  and 

p a r ts  o f  a m ore  re c e n t se ries  have been published.

W herever possib le  a tte m p ts  w ere made to  cross check the  

in fo rm a tio n  contained in  the  documents m entioned. In some cases m ore 

prob lem s arose as a re s u lt  o f  th is  exercise b u t in  o th e rs  apparent 

d iscrepancies between d e ta il contained in  d i f fe r e n t  sources could be 

explained and e lim ina ted . In  some e s ta te  papers, f o r  in s tance , seisins
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w ere  recorded th a t  w ere  n o t found in  th e  P a r t ic u la r  R e g is te rs  a lthough, 

i t  is  poss ib le  f o r  the  reasons a lready s ta te d , th a t  they  m ay have heen 

overlooked. O fte n , espec ia lly  in  l i t e r a r y  sou rces, s ta te m e n ts  do no t 

appear to  have been based on f a c t  b u t m e re ly  heresay and legend, b u t,  

f o r  many reasons i t  m ay be d i f f i c u l t  to  p rove the  inaccurac ies  

conclus ive ly .

Using these docum ents, th e re fo re ,  a s tudy o f  th e  urban and 

economic developm ent o f  the  tw o  m a in  O rcad ian b u rgh s , emphasising 

th e  phys ica l expansion o f  the  ce n tre s  and th e  townscape th a t  re s u lte d , 

could be commenced.

i
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APPENDIX B

T ra n s c r ip t io n s  o£ Docum ents f ro m  the  P a r t ic u la r  R e g is te rs  o f  Seisins,

1617 -  1716.

1. T ra n s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  Seisin f o r  A lexander C h a lm e r, 1624, f o r  which 

a photocopy o f  th e  a c tu a l docum ent is  included:

A t  K irk w a ll th e  f i r s t  day o f  M ay th e  yea r o f  god 1624 years f i r s t

The le t t e r  o f  r a t i f ic a t io n  and renun c ia tion  the  th re e  in s tru m e n ts  o f

sasine and le t t e r s  o f  re v e rs io n  u n d e rw r it te n  w ere  produced and received

con fo rm ing  to  the  a c t  o f  p a r lia m e n t o f  the  which t h e  fo llo w s . In

the  name o f god amen. By the  ........ men by th e ir  p resen t pub lic

in s tru m e n t th a t  upon th e  tw e n ty - fo u r th  day o f  a p r i l  o f  the  yea r o f  god

1624. And o f  the  re ign  o f our said sovere ign lo rd  James by the  grace o f

god k ing  o f  G rea t B r i ta in ,  F rance and o f Ire la n d , de fender o f  th e  fa i th ,

the  f i f t y  fo u r  and tw e n ty  tw o years. In presence o f  o u r n o t. pub lic  and

w itnesses u n d e rw r it te n  im pow er pe rson a lly  upon the  piece o f w aste  ground
r

and space. An honest man H enry Beaton in  Conquesquoy p ro  * and in

name and b e h a lf o f  A lexander C halm er s m ith  o f  ..........  n o ta ry  pub lic

  and w ith  c le a r ly  understand ing and Janet F i r t h  spouse to  the  said

A lex, f o r  h e rs e lf  hold ing and bearing in  h e r hands a c e r ta in  C h a rte r  o f  

h e r ita b le  fe w fe rm e  made given and g ran ted  by our reverand  fa th e r  in  god

George Bishop o f O rkney and Shetland w i t h   advice consent and assent

o f  the  p ro v o s t and rem a in ing  C hapter o f  the  ca th e d ra l church o f  Orkney.

To the  said A lexander C ha lm er, the  said Janet F i r t h  h is  spouse t h e  .

o f  them  ... . . .  and to  the  h e irs  la w fu lly  g o tte n  o r  to  be g o tte n  between

th e m .............. to  the  said A lexander h is h e irs  and assignees w hatsoever.

O f a l l and whole th a t  th e  said reverand  f a th e r ’s p iece o f  w aste  ground 

on the  w est side o f  h is road o f  C a irs to n  whereupon the  said A lex , and his 

spouse have a lready b u i l t  and p lan ted  a house and yard  w ith  th e  same house 

and yard  b u i l t  and p lan ted  by them  thereupon. The said p iece o f  w aste  

ground being bounded w ith  the  sea on the  east and fro m  the sea d ire c t ly  to  

the  high c ra igs ton e  and th e re fro m  to  many cra igstones ly ing  to g e th e r on 

the  w est and f ro m  the  said c ra igs ton es  to  the  s ink on the  south side o f  the 

burn  on the  n o rth  and down th e  said s ink to  the  sea ly in g  in  th e  pa rish  o f 

S trom ness w ith in  the  B ishop ric  o f O rkney and ...... . o f  the  same. Toge ther
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w ith  pow er p riv ile g e  and l ib e r ty  to  the  said A lex, h is spouse and th e ir  fo resa ids

to  b u ild  and p la n t .......  houses and yards upon the  said piece o f  ground as they

s h a ll th in k  expedient and w ith  p r iv ile g e  and l ib e r ty  also to  cas t peats to  .......

th e re  a l l in  use upon the  common m oo r and com m onty o f  the  said parish  to  be 

held o f  th e  said reverand fa th e r  and h is  successors in  h e r ita b le  fe w f erm e as 

the  said  and p re ce p t o f  sasine. In  th e  end ......... the  said Henry
1C

Beaton p ro  * and in  name and b e h a lf o f  the  said A lex . C halm er and the  said Janet

F i r t h  f o r  h e rs e lf  w ith  a l l   p resen ted and de live red  by  Edward S inc la ir o f

Ness, b a ilie  in  th a t  as spec ified  in  the  said p recep t de live rin g  and recognising

h im  p re se n t the  same to  be a la w fu l e xh ib itio n  and said b a ilie  in  th a t  p a r t .......

the  said C h a rte r  in  h is  hands de live red  i t  un to  no t. pub lic .......  to  be published

and a l l o f  the  p re c e p t w he reo f the  fo llo w s : In  n a m e .........  Edward

S in c la ir  o f  Ness and ...................     in  t h a t ... i t  is  our w i l l  and .. you

th a t  ........ where the    e x h ib it,  gave and de live red  s ta te  and sasine

a c tu a l re a l and co rpo ra l possessing o f a ll and whole our said piece o f  waste 

ground w ith  the  said house and ya rd  b u i l t  and p lan ted  thereupon ly in g  and bounded 

as is  above spec ified  w ith  the  said p riv ile g e  and l ib e r ty  o f bu ild ing  and p la n tin g  

o f  m ore  houses and yards upon the  same and o f  c u tt in g  o f peats upon the  said 

common m oor and com m onty o f our said pa rish  in  m anner o f  fo re sa id . To

the  said A lexander C ha lm er, the  said Janet F i r t h  h is spouse the  ..........  to

t h e m   in  th e ir  names ........ h e re o f Be de live red  o f  e a rth  and stone o f  the

ground o f  th e  said p iece o f  w as te  ground as use is  co n fo rm  to  t h e   o f the

o th e r  have a b o ve w ritte n  ........ the  which t o i l  we p resen t to  y o u   and

fo rm e r ly  ou r baiHes in  th a t  ........ th e re o f as th is  our p resen t th e re  her ........

p re c e p t o f  sasine In the  end w he reo f w r i t te n  by A n d re w   David H e a rt

w r i t e r  . . . . . . .  w ith  o th e r . . . . . . . .  and w ith  the hands o f  the  said p ro v o s t and

rem a in ing  C hapte r o f  o u r said ca th e d ra l church o f  Orkney .......  A l l  in  few

T oge the r w ith  the  common fe w  o f  our said chap te r is  appended. A t  K irk w a ll 

th e  tw e n ty  second day o f  a p r i l  the  yea r o f  god 1624. B e fo re  the  w itness  Adam 

Ballenden o f  S tennis David Graham only e ldest la w fu l son and apparent h e ir ,  

P a tr ic k  S m ith  o f B raco , our s;on-in~law R o b e rt G raham , Andrew S m ith ,

George L e s lie  . . . . . .  the said David H e a rt and A n d re w   h is  .......  can to r
r .  r .

M . Davidson subchantor ... .. .  S m ith  subdean M ’ James Rob ........ M * P a tr ic k

Ing lis  prebend, o f  S............ Adam Ballenden w itness  D. Graham w itn e s s , A.

S m ith  w itn e s s , George L e s lie  w itn e s s , D. H e a rt w itn e ss , .......  w itness .

  the  reading and p u b lica tion  o f  th e  which c h a r te r  and p recep t o f  sasine



a b o v e w ritte n  the  said Edward S in c la ir b a ilie  in  th a t  as above

sp e c ifie d , By v ir tu e  o f h is said o f f ic e  o f b a ilie  p resen ted to  h im

in  the  said p recep t exh ib ited  gave and de live red  s ta te  and sasine

a c tu a l re a l and co rpo ra l possession o f a ll and whole the  said piece

o f w a s te  ground w ith  the  said house and ya rd  b u i l t  and p lanted

thereupon ly in g  and bounded as is  above sp e c ifie d  w ith  the  said

p r iv ile g e  and l ib e r ty  o f bu ild ing  and p lan ting  o f m ore  houses and

yards upon the  same and o f cas ting  o f peats upon the  said common

m o o r and com m onty o f  the  said pa rish  in  m anner fo re s a id  to  the
¥

said H enry B eaton p ro  0 and in  name and beh a lf o f the  said A lex ,

C ha lm er and to  the  said Janet F i r t h  spouse to  the  said Alex,, f o r
¥

h e rs e lf.  The said H enry p ro  19 and in  name fo re s a id  and the  said

Janet f o r  h e rs e lf  being pe rsona lly  p resen t and accepting the  same.

Be de live red  o f e a r th  and stone o f the  said piece o f w aste  ground

as use is  con fo rm  to  the  , . . .a0 o f the  sa id c h a r te r  and p recep t o f

sas ine  a b o ve w ritte n  in  a ll p o in ts . Upon the  which a ll and sundry
¥

••••so th e  sa id  H enry Beaton p ro  9 and in  name and beh a lf o f the  

sa id  A lex , C halm er and the  sa id Janet F i r t h  spouse to  the  sa id 

A le x , f o r  h e rs e lf  and recognised th is  p resen t pub lic  in s tru m e n t 

o r  m ore  pub lic  in s tru m e n ts  to  be made to  them  by me n o ta ry  

pub lic  These th ing s  w i l l  upon the  said piece o f w aste

ground a t  the  said house by th e  sa id A lex , thereupon a t seven hours 

in  th e  m orn ing  on the  day , , , , , ,  years o f god and yea r o f our

sovere ign  lo rd 's  re ig n  a b o vew ritten . I n   o f T h o m a s ........

S trom ness Andrew T r a i l l  Magnus Fea  ....... David

B osw e ll burgess o f K inghorne and Edward Laughton w itn ess

th e re to  e tc

paragraph o f L a t in  t e x t  ends the  document,

D avid H e a rt 's  P ro to c o l Book : Num ber 353

In s tru m e n t o f  Sasine n a rra tin g  th a t ,  upon 19th, M arch 1628, 

W illia m e  Leask in  H am m egar, in  C a irs ta n e , w ith  h is own hands, 

gave sasine to  Magnus Leask in  How, his e ld e s t son, o f

A l l  and H a ill th a t  h is  tenem en t o f  land , hous, y a ird , 

tow m a le  and p e r t in e n tis  th a ir o f  p re s e n tlie  inhab ite  and possest 

be A nd ro  M wre h is sone -in -law  b u i ld it  and now m a n u r it vpoun a



peice sum tym e o£ w a is t  ground contening augh tsco ir f u t t i s  o£
le

le n th  and augh tsco ir f u t t i s  o£ b re id  s e t in  fe w  be vm q R obert
le

E r ie  o£ Orknay to  vrnq W illia m e  C le rk  and M are on Chalm er h is

spous th a ir  a ir is  and assignis h e re ta b lie  B ound it b e tu ix  the  m yln
le

burne o£ C a irs tane  and vm q Ranie E lph ins toune 's  n o rth m o s t 

m arche o f Hamegar lyand in  the  paroch in  o f S trom ness now 

w ith in  the  B ish o p rik  o f  O rkney and S h ire f dome o f the  sam in , 

w ith  power o f b rew ing and s e llin g , ke ip ing o f  o s t le r ie  and bying 

o f a ll th in g is  apperten ing  th a ir to  f o r  fu rn is s in g  o f  the  commounes 

and v th e r is  re s o r t in g  th a ir  away, w ith  licence  and l ib e r t ie  o f 

cas ting  and wyning o f p e a tt is  to  the  sa id is  hous quha ir the  r e s t  

o f the  commounes and te n e n tis  th a ira b o u t vses to  w in  th a ir  

fe w  all*

3. R.S. 43 Vo l. 6 : P a r t .  Reg0 Seisins : Feb. 6, 1639 -  June 16, 1647 :

Feb. 7, 1643:
t .  t .

Rob * Hutcheon -  upon th e  ground and the  land and house o f Rob

Hutcheon ta ilz e o r  in  S trom ness and M a rion  B roun his spouse having

in  th a ir  hands a c e r ta in  c h a r te r  made and g ra n tin g  by Thos. Redland
le

o f Redland o ldes t la w fu l son and a ir  o f  umq John Redland o f 

Redland h e r ita b le  fe w fe rm o r  o f the  said land and houses under­

w r i t t e n  w ith  advice and consent o f Magnus and Hew Redland his
i**b ro th e r  to  the  said Rob * and the  said M a rion  B roun h is spouse 

th e ir  a irs

O f f  a l l and h a ill t h a t  the  said Thomas his piece som etim e

o f w aste  ground covering 7 score fe e t  in  le n g th  and 7 score fe e t

in  b re a d th  on the  e a s t  side o f th e  (n o rth ) h i l l  o f  S trom ness
. . .  1p e rta in in g  to  h im  in  h e r ita b le  fe w fe rm e  as h e ir  to  h is sa id umq 

fa th e r .  T o g e th e r w ith  the  house and yards b ig g it  and p la n t i t  

th a irup on  f o r  b rew ing and se llin g  o f  ale and m akeing o f change 

th e re u n t il having the  house and piece o f  ground som etym e inhab ited  

by  Helen H u n te r now by W * L o u t t i t  a lias f  ea on the  south  the  

m a rch  stones in p u t on the  w e s t and n o r th  and the  narrow  passage 

th a t  lie s  along the  sh o ir  o f  the  sea ca lled  th e  Vo o f C a irs tane  

on the  east.



R.S. 45 Num ber 1 : P a r t .  Regc Seisins : June, 8, 1661 ~ O ct. 31, 1666 : 

Sept. 11, 1662 :
r

David B e a tto n ’s land -  b e fo re  F ra n c is  Gordon m rc h t  Strom ness pro  

to  W1*1* Johnstoun in  S trom ness. The said David B eaton . . .  e x h ib i t i t ,  

gave and d e ly v e r it  to  W111* Johnstoun

O f f  a ll and h a il l th a t  h is ba lk  o f  land and piece o f w aste  ground 

extending in  b re a d th  f ro m  the  ground to  the  so u th -e a s t to  30 faddoms 

and extending in  le n g th  f ro m  the  stone h i l l  to  the  b ra y  on the  no rth .

Aug. 18, 1663 :

F ro m  P a t, Manson s m y th , in d w e lle r in  S trom ness to  N ico l L o u t t i t ,  

s a ilo r ,  a lso in d w e lle r in  S trom ness and M a rion  Manson spse.

O f a l l and h a il l th a t  h is hous lyand upon the  s h o ir  o f  S trom ness 

to g id d e r w ith  th re e s  c o ir  f  addoms o f ground in  le n g th  and tw e n tie  

f  addoms in  b re a d th  p e rte in in g  to  the  sa id hous w ith  p a ir ts  . . .0,. 

p e r t in e n ts  th a ir o f  e tc ,

Nov. 6, 1663 :

Magnus M a rw ick  in d w e lle r in  S trom ness and C h r is tia n  W ork  spse and 

F fra n c is  m a rw ic k  sone f ro m  Magnus M o ir .

O f f  a l l and H a ill the  said Magnus h is  said piece o f w a is t  ground 

extending in  le ng th  f r o m  his said H t t le  houss n o rth w a rd  tow ards the  

vo head in  le n g th  to  f  o ir te e n  f  addoms to g id d e r w ith  the  . . . .  h is  l i t t l e  

houss w ith  p a ir ts  p e r t in e n ts  e tc .

O ct. 13, 1663 :

F ro m  Wm - Beatoun o f Clouke and P a t. Beatoun in  deal h is b ro th e r  

to  Thos. T a ily e o r, ta ily e o r  in  S trom ness,

O f f  A l l  and H a ill t h e ir  l i t t l e  hous and quoy lyand upon the  said 

shoare o f S trom ness bound it between Hew L in k l i t t e r  h is dweUing 

house on the  south  and the  hous p re s e n tlie  posest by Magnus M arw ick  

on the  n o r th  p a ir ts  w ith  ya irds  p e r ts  e tc .
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8* Dec* 15 * 1663 :

P at* Manson sm y th  in  S trom ness to  Thos. L o u t t i t  w r ig h t  the re*

O f f  A l l  and H a il l the  sa id P a tr ic k  h is  tw o  p a i r t  o f  an quoy o f  

land  houss and ya ixd  fo rm e r ly  belonging p n t lie  possessed by  David 

bea ton  B a ill ie  saved and rese rved  to  th e  sa id  p a t r ic k  m anson  and h is  

****** th e  houss and y a ird  p n t lie  possessed by  N ic o l L o u t t i t  w i th  7 

£ addoms o£ ground f ro m  th e  h ig h e rm o s t p a i r t  o f  th e  sa id  quay  being 

f r o m  th e  n o r th  side o f sd y a ird  w h ich  p e rte in s  to  th e  sd houss w a d s e t  

upward and so along to  th e  burne (?) w h ich  runs ha rd  b y  th e  house 

p re s e n tly  possessed b y  hugh L in k la t te r *

9* R.S. 45* P a r t .  Reg, Seisins : Nov* 1 , 1666 -  M ay 2 3 , 1674 :

Nov. 1 , 1666:

David B ea ton  to  Thomas T a ilzeo r*

O f f  A H  and H a il l the  sa id  D avid  h is  p iece o f  w a is t  ground 

Lyand upon th e  s ch o ir  o f  S trom ness bounding upward £ ra m  A le x . 

C ham ber’s M arch  on th e  e a s t to  w ” * Johnstoun’s M arch  on th e  w e s t 

th e  b u m  on th e  n o r th  and P a tr ic k  Mow a t  h is  M arch  on th e  sou th  p a ir t  

Lyand w ith in  the  pa roch in  o f  S trom nes s*

10. 1666:
m .

D avid  B ea ton  to  W L o u t t i t  c a rp e n te r in  S trom ness*

O f f  A H  and H aiH  said piece o f  w a is t  ground Lyand a t  the  head 

o f  th e  sa id  W01* h is  u t t e r  dyk upwards to  th e  h iH  „ „  m e rk i t  w i th  stone 

s tands a t  q lk  p lace th e  sa id  W1̂  is  to  b u ild  ane head dyk bounded and 

haveand th e  m o o r (?) and m arches o f  th a t  houss aH ow it p e r t in e n ts  to  

u m q ll R o b e rt Mansone on th e  n o r th  Thomas Redland o f  th a t  j l k  h is 

m arche to  R o b e rt hutches ones house and p riv ile d g e  y r o f  on th e  sou th  

th e  h iH  on th e  w e s t and th e  sa id W illia m  h is  . ..*0 quoy and houss n ex t 

t o  th e  sho ire  on th e  e a s t w i th  p a ir ts  p e r ts  e tc  ..*.* Lyand in  the  

Innortoune  o f S trom nes.

11.1667 :

D avid Bea ton  to  M a jo rie  and Helen L in k le t te r  lawH daughters to  umqle 

Hugh L ih k e le tte r .
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O ff  A l l  and I la i l l  th a t  the  said David h is l i t t l e  house and 

quoy o f land Lyand upon the  sho ire  o f S trom nes bound it f r a  the 

sho ire  o f S trom ness to  the  n o r th  h i l l  and f r a  umqle R o b e rt 

Mans one's m a irche  on the  south  w ith  f f i f t i e  faddom s o f  ground 

on the  n o r th  Lyand to  th e  old bow o f C lew breck to  th e  burn  and 

s t r ip  y r o f  having the  n o r th  h i l l  on the  w e s t th e  sea and harboure 

o f C a irs  tone on the  eas t p a ir ts  y ro f  p e rte in in g  to  h im  as uddell 

Lands Lye ing  in  S trom ness nex t to  the  sho ire  and harbore o f 

C a irs  tone Lyand in  the  parochine o f Stromness*

120 Aug0 1 , 1668 :

B a rba ra  and M a rjo r ie  beatones la w fu ll daughters o f  u m q ll David 

bea ton m erchand in  S trom ness to  F f  ra n c is  M a rw ick  and his m o th e r 

C h r is t ia n  W erk*

O f f  A l l  and H a ill ane piece o f w a is t  ground extending to  

f o u r t t ie  fadom es o f  ground in  b re d th  and also in  le n g th  bounding 

f ro m  th e  old bow n ex t to  the  dece is t hugh L in k le t te r ’s house and 

m arche on the  n o r th  side ne x t clewabank Lyand on the  n o r th  h i l l  

t h a ir  w ith in  the  parochine o f S trom ness*

13. M ay 18, 1669:
t*

C a th e rin e , EH zabeth, B a rba ra  and M a rjo r ie  B ea ttone  and Rob 

H a lc ro  to  Thos* L o u t t i t  w r ig h t  in  S trom ness*

O f f  A l l  and H a ill th a t  th a ire  peice o f  w a is t  ground Lyand 

upon th e  sho ire  o f S trom nes B ound it and having W™* L o u t t i t  h is 

m a irche  on the  sou th  the  um ql hew L ih k le t te r s  m a irche  on the  n o rth  

extending to  th re e  sco ire  faddom s to  the  dyk p e rta in in g  to  th e  said 

Thomas h im s e lf  £ on th e  e a s t  and the  h i l l  on th e  w e s t extending to  

f o u r t t ie  f addorn.es w ith  p a ir ts  e tc . in  parochin*

14* 1670:

Kath* B ea ttone  to  M elveU a lias MealHe co rd in e r and Janet 

B e a ttone  h is spouse.

O f f  A l l  and H a ill the  s d K a the rine  h e r peice o f w a is t 

ground a t  the  sh o ir o f  S trom ness Lyand and having p a tr ic k  M owat



couper h is  hous and ground in  th e  n o r th  and the  re s t  o£ the  w a is t 

ground tow ards the  hous p e rta in in g  to  ane pas sage be the  sd K a th  

c a l l i t  the  W h e itt  hous on the  south  extending to  the  le ng th  and 

b re a d th  as fo llo w s  v iz , f ro m  ane l i t l e  quoy clos s a t  the  high 

cra igs  tones o r ham m ers above the  said P a tr ic k  M ow at his hous 

and tow ards the  W h e it t  hous to  f fo u r te e n  faddom s in  b read th  and 

in  le n g th  f ro m  th e  said high craigstones o r  ham m ers down tow ards 

the  sea having the  ground passage to  the  sd P a tr ic k  M ow at on the 

n o r th  and cc.0o is  keeping the  b re a d th  f i r s t  to  th ir ty e ig h t  faddom s 

a llo w it  „ occ# and th a t  f o r  bu ild ing  o f  ane hous and y a ird  tha irup on  

to g id d e r w ith  peats e tc 0

Jan, 27, 1671 :
t

K a th  B ea ton  to  Rob * H a le ro  o f houtone and E liza b e th  Beatoune 

h is  spse.

O f f  A l l  and H a ill ane peice o f w a is t ground being the 

rem a ine ing  o f th a t  peice ground th a t  was m erked and m arched to  

th e  sa id R o b e rt and his said spous which is  f ro m  the  burne to  the  

boa tsnous t t h r e t t ie  fadom e and f r a  the  g a rv e ll o f the  house posest 

be F fra n c is  lo rd  c<)oeo, upward o r w e s tw a rd  se x te in  fadom e f r a  th a t  

th e  sd peice ground y r o f  now f  ew f erm e to  is  ane peice ground

above the  said se x te in  fadom e upward o r w e s tw a rd  to  the  gate th a t  

passe th  f r a  the  sa id K a the rine  he r own house to  the  said burne and 

f r a  the  sa id  burne n o rth w a rd  (?) to  the  said boa tsnoust a t L e a s t 

even doune f r a  the  said g a ite  to  th e  said noust as ane p a ir t  o f the  

sa id K a th e rin  h e r quoy o f  Land y ron  h e r owne dw elling house stands 

Lyand in  the  paroch in  o f S trom ness,

M arch  1674 :

C a the rine  B e a ttone  la u ll daughter to  um ql david B ea ttone  som etym e

B a ill ie  o f  S trom ness to  h a rr ie  grahame o f Breckness.

O f f  A l l  and H a ill th a t  peice o f w a is t ground p e rte in in g  to

h e r Lyand a t  the  sh o ir  syde o f S trom ness extending in  leng th  f ro m

the  lo w e s t o f  the  ebb on th e  east to  the  lo w e s t end o f the  ground
m . . .

s e t t  in  f  ew f erm e be h e r to  W M e lv ill a lias M ea llie  cordm ar on
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th e  w e s t and haveing the  lo w e r end o f the  Quoy pe rte in in g  to  

P a tr ic k  M ow at ca rp e n te r on the  n o r th  and the  w a is t  ground 

reach ing downe f ro m  the  said C a the rine  h e r dw elling  house to

th e  sea s h o ir  on the  sou th  w h ich peice o f w as te  ground is  , ......

ca lled  h a lih o ll extending downward f ro m  the  sa id W**1'  M e lv ill 

h is  ground to  the  lo w e s t o f  th e  ebbe as said is  to  fo u r te e n  

faddom es o f b re id th  Lyand in  the  said paroch in  o f S trom ness,

17, A p r i l  3 , 1674 :

Thos, T a ilz e o r sk ippe r in  the  paroch in  o f S trom ness to  John 

G ray sk ippe r in  sa id paroch in  o f S trom ness,

O f f  A l l  and I ia i l l  th a t  h is  said peice w a is t  ground 

Lyand above the  shoar o f S trom ness cons is ting  o f  20 faddom es 

o f m easure  n o r th  and sou th  bound it and haveing P a tr ic k  M ow at 

ca rp e n te r h is  house and lands on the  sou th , the  said Thos, 

T a ilz e o r  h is  own dw elling  house and quoy o f land on th e  n o rth
1 27

and umq A le x  ° C halm er h is  house and lands on the  eas t and

Jonston sk ipper in  the  sd pa roch in  h is  hous and lands on the 

w e s t,

18, Aug. 18, 1674 :
X

P a t. B e a ttone  o f  D ea ll he re tab le  p rop  * o f  peice w a is t ground to  

F ra n c is  Gordon b a ill ie .

O f f  A l l  and H a ill th a t  h is  sa id peice o f w a is t ground 

Lyand above W illia m  Jons tone sk ipper h is  dw elling house cons is ting  

o f  faddom s in  le n g th  and b re a d th  bound it f r a  the  said W™*

Jonstone his head dyk to  the  new house p n tlie  b u i l t  be Magnus . .. .  

and James B e a tto n  on the  w e s t to  the  run ing  burne upon the  n o rth  

faddom s to  the  comone slapp upon the  sou thw est and the  s d 

W1*1* Jonstone sk ippe r h is  dw elling hous upon the  eas t Lyand w ith in  

th e  parochin.

19, 1674:

H a rie  Grahame o f Breckness he re tab le  prop * to  Duncane Grahame 

m erchand in  S trom ness.



0££ A l l  and H a ill h is houses and y a ird  and quoy o f land 

w ith  houses biggings yeards p a ir ts  e tc  p e rte in in g  and belonging 

th a ir to  Lyand on the  s h o ir  syd o£ S trom ness boundit f ro m  Alex* 

C halm ers m arches on the  south  to  R o b e rt Hutches ones m airches 

on the  n o r th  having the  samen loan below John H a irs ta ines  

m a irches on the  w e s t and the  sea ca lled C a irs tane  road on the 

eas t p a ir ts  y ro f  and the  samyne is  p n t lie  possest be Henrie 

Irv in g  Lyand in  the  parochin,

Sept0 15, 1675:

John Gordone m erchand in  S trom ness f o r  h im s e lf f  and in  name

and beh a lf o f K a th , E liz a b e th , B a rba ra  and M a r jo r ie  B ea ttones
1 g t 0

la w fu ll daughters o f umq David b e a tto n e , Rob ° H a lcro

o f H ow ton spse to  E liza b e th  and the  sd John h im s e lf f  spse to

sd M a rjo r ie  to  H enrie  Irv in e  a lias H ollan and Janet W ilson  his

spse.

O f f  A l l  and H a ill th a t  peice o f w east ground f o r  bu ild ing  

ane house o r  houses upon w ith  k a ily a rd  and pea tyeard  extending 

to  30 faddom es n o rth  and southw ard and fo u r  t ie  faddom s to  the  

h i l l  w e s tw a rd  Lyand and bound it b e tw ix t  the  l i t l e  burne on the 

sou th  the  Loan above Thomas L o u t t i t ’s quoy on the  east the  

r e s t  o f  th e  w e s t h i l l  on the  n o r th  and the  o th e r p a ir t  o f  the  

sa id  w e s t h i l l  on th e  w e s t p a ir ts  y ro f  Lyand w ith in  the  parochin.

R.S. 45. V o l. 4: P a r t .  Reg. Seisins: Dec. 12, 1682 « A p r i l  4 , 1692: 

July 16, 1685:

F fra n c is  Gordon b a ill ie  in  S trom ness and M a rie  Beatoun his spse 

w ith  advise and consent o f James Gordine only la w fu l sone to  

Gordone o f  C a irs tone .

O f f  A l l  and H a ill th a t  th e ir  dw e lling  house o f tenem ent 

o f land w ith  the  h a lf  o f the  quoy p e rta in in g  y r to  bound it f ro m  

the  shoar o f S trom ness to  the  w a r t  h i lls  and f r a  umq R o b e rt 

Mansones m a irc h  on the  south  w ith  f i f t i e  faddom es o f ground 

to  the  n o r th  o f the  said tenem ent Lye ing to  the  old bow o f 

clowbank to  the  burne and s t ry p  y ro f  haveing the  w a r t  h i l l  on



the  w e s t and th e  sea and harbour o f  C a irs tane  on the  east 

p a ir ts  th a ir o f  w ith  a ll and sundrie  p a ir tm e n ts  p e rta in in g  

y r to  as the  samyne is  possest be them .

R.S. 45. V o l. 7: P a r t .  Reg. Seisins: -  M ay, 16, 1716:

M ay 15, 1711:

Compeared persona lly  a t  and upon y r  peice o£ w a is t  ground
t t

k a i l l  y e ird  and pea t brae a f te r  m en James Gordoun o f 
11K e rs toun  only law  sone to  the  Deceast f f r a n c is  Gordon o f

t  . . 11
K e rs to u n  . . . . . .  and w h im  James M il la r  Burges o f K ir k

R es iden te r in  S trom nes. And th e re  the  said James Gordoun 
r

p ro p ry  m a in ly  ou t o f h is  own f f r i e  p ropper m o tiv e  w ith

c e r ta in  knowledge and d e lib e ra te  m inde no wayes being . . . . . .

com pelled c ircum vened no r seduced E xh ib ite d  Gave and 
11 t t

de lyvered here and I r r e  s ta te  and seasin a c tu a ll re a ll and 

C o rp o ra ll

O f f  A l l  and H a ill the  ka iH  y a ird  p re s e n tly  possest by 

the  sd James M il la r  extending f ro m  E a s t to  w e s t on the  

southsyde to  Ten faddom s and fo o t  and h a lf  and f ro m  south to  

N o rth  on the  w e s t syde to  E leven ££adorns fo u r  fo o t  And f ro m  

w e s t to  eas t on the  N orthsyde to  Ten £ adorns and f ro m  N o rth  

to  s outh  on the  eas t syde to  Ten faddom s f f o i r  f f o o t  and ane 

h a lf  f o o t  Bounded as £ fo llow es v iz  Haveing the  k a i l l  y a ird  

p e rta in in g  to  ye a ires  o f M  James S trachan L a te  m in  # a t Hoy

and Grahamsay on ye sou th , a p a rt o f the  tuo  riggs p e rta in in g
r .  t

to  the  a ires  o f the  sd M  * James S trachan and to g ith e r  w a
t t

p a r t  o f  the  tuo  r iggs  a f te r  men disponed by the  sa id James 

Gordoun to  the  said James M il la r  On the  w e s t the  peice o f ground
X

o r  r iggs  p e rta in in g  to  the  a ires  o f the  said M  ° James S trachan 

and the  said James Gordon Lyand nex t to  Magnus S in c la ir 's  house 

on the  n o r th  and the  tu o  s ta ck  h il ls  the  one belonging to  the 

a ires  o f the  said M  ° James S trachan and the  o th e r p tn ing  to  the 

sa id James Gordon and p re s e n tly  Disponed by h im  to  the  sd James 

M il la r  On the  E a s t.
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O ft  AH and H a ill a p a r t  o f the  tu o  riggs  a men ptn ing

to  the  sd James Gordoun Lyand upon the  w estsyde o f the  said

k a i l l  y a ird  E xtend ing  in  L e n th  f ro m  E a s t to  w e s t on the

• southsyde to  f f y f t y  tu o  fo o ts  o f ru le  and in  b read th  f ro m
e

south  to  N o rth  on y  w estsyde to  f fo u r t y tu o  fo o ts  o f ru le  and 

in  le n th  f ro m  w e s t to  eas t on the  N orthsyde to  f f y f t y t u o  fo o ts  

o f ru le  and in  b re a d th  f ro m  South to  N o rth  on the  eas t syde to  

t h r e t t y  E ig h t fo o ts  e ig h t inches o f ru le  Bounded as f fo llo w e s  

v iz  Haveing a p a r t  o f the  tuo  r iggs  p tn in g  to  the  a ires  o f the
X  G

sd M  James S trachan On y sou th , The rem a in ing  p a r t  o f the  

tu o  r ig g s  p tn in g  to  the  sd James Gordoun on the  w e s t and a p a r t
Q

o f th e  tu o  r ig g s  and w a is t  ground p tn in g  to  y a ires  o f the  sd 
x

M  ° James S trachan and the  sd James Gordoun on the  N o rth  and
e . t t

y  k a i l l  y a ird  a men p re s e n tly  disponed by the  sd James
0

Gordoun to  y sd James M il la r  on the  E a s t.

O f f  A l l  and H a ill the  pea t ground p tn in g  to  the  sd James

Gordoun as i t  is  p re s e n tly  possest by the  sd James M il la r  Lyand 
0

upon y  E a s t syd o f the  sd k a i l l  y a ird  extending in  le n th  f ro m  
e

E a s t to  w e s t on y  southsyd to  seven faddom s h a lf  faddom  and
e

in  b re a d th  f ro m  sou th  to  N o rth  on y w e s t syd to  f f  ou r faddomes
e

and ane h a lf  and in  le n th  f ro m  w e s t to  Eas t  on y N o rth  syde to  

s ix  faddom es f f  our p a r t  f  addom and in  B re a d th  f ro m  N o rth  to
Q

sou th  on y eas t syde to  f f  our faddom s and ane h a lf  Bounded as
e

f f  ollowes v iz  Haveing the  pea t ground p e rta in in g  to  y  a ires  o f
r  e t t

the  sd M  James S trachan On y  sou th  The k a i l l  y a ird  a men
. . e

on the  w e s t,  the  H t le  k a i l l  y a ird  and houss p e rta in in g  to  y  a ires
X

o f  th e  sd M  James S trachan and the  sd James Gordoun on the

N o rth  The Queens highway the  Banks and harbour o f Strom ness

on th e  e as t p a r ts  y r o f  a ll lyand a t  the  shoarsyd o f S trom ness

m ain land la te  B ish o p rick  and now S te w a rtry  o f  O rknay disponed
11

to  the  sd f f  ranc is  Gordoun by H ellen L in k la te r  law daughter to  
11

umq Hugh L in k la t te r  in  S trom ness.
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APPEN D IX  C :

T ra n s c r ip tio n s  f ro m  ’R en ta ls  o f  O rkney’ by A lexander P e te rk in , 1820.

R e fe rences to  the  developm ent o f the  burgh o f S trom ness:

I I .  R en t ale o f K ing and B ischoppis Lands o f O rkney 1595.

H am iga ir ob te r ra e  :

Wm ’ C la rk is  house now bigged payis  -------

Ha, The T rew  and Just R e n ta ll o f  a l l th e  F e rm e s , D e b tis , D e w ties ,

and Gersumes o f the  Lands o f ye P aroch in  o f STROMNES,

1614.

HAMEGER: ob te r ra e ,  p ro  Rege . . . . . .  Set in  fe w  to  umqle

Ronald E lph ins ton . W IL L IA M  CLARKSHOWS Newbigging 

payis y e ir l ie  te n  s h illin g s  money.

IV . R enta le  o f  the  Landis and D ew ties T h a iro f  q lk is  a p p e rte in it 

to  the  la i t  B is h o p r ik  o f  O rknay 1642.

HAMM AGAIR: h a lf  d. land , f e w i t  to  Ronald E lph ins toun  f  o r 

paym ent o f  43/4d. Wm * C le rk is  hous fe w i t  f o r  10s. money. 

FEW DEUTIES f o r  Houfs a t  the  Shoir o f S trom nes.

DAVID BETOUN payis f o r  h is houss and ground y r. 6 capones 

JON R IDLAND f o r  h is  hous, e tc  6 capones 

W**1* O G ILVIE f o r  h is  hous, e tc  6 capones 

A L E X . CHALM ER f o r  his hous and ground y r  24 chickenis 

Mr ° JOHN GAIRDYNES A ir is  f o r  a piece o f ground a t  h is 

hous 12 chickenis,

V. The T rue  and Jus t R e n ta ll o f a l l the  F e rm is , D e b tis , D ew ties 

and Gersumes o f f  the  B ischop rick  o f O rknay, S trom nes.

le
HAMEGAIR: ob te r ra e  f e t t  in  fe w  To vmq Ronald E lp h in fto u n  

f o r  ye a rlie  pay*7* o f x l i r j  s i i i j  d C le rk is  houfe payis 

y e a rlie  x  s.
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The Capones o£ S trom nes David b o fu e ll payis ye a rlie  f o r  his 

few w  dew tie  o f  h is hou f s is  v j capones

W™* og ilv ie  payis f o r  Tack dew tie  f o r  h is lands and houf s is  

v j capones

H ele in  h u n te r payis f o r  h i r  hou f s is  and lands 

John Redland f o r  h is hou f s is  v j capones
X

M  * John G airney f o r  a peice ground a t  h is houfe x i j  chickens
X

A le x  # C halm er f o r  h is  h o u ff  and ground x x i i i j  chickens.

V I, Donald G ro a t’s "B is h o p ric k  -  C om pt -  Book. C ro p t 1739” .

Under th e  subheading

CLUCK 6d. Land, 3 m k p.d. Land

A rch . G ibson and M a rjo ry  Gordon pay f o r  the  fe w  due tie  o f 

H am m iger £2 -  3 -  4d.

Thos. Grahame ps„ feww due tie  o f  h is  house 6  capons.

R e s ts  a l l is  £1,

Wm ’ G raham 's r e l i c t  ps. f o r  the  Rob*** Hutcheson's house 

and Quoy £1. R ef^* to  he r accot.

Geo. D a lla s ' r e l i c t  ps. f o r  H e llen  Cham ber's house 24 chickens. 

R e s ts  a l l is  £1 -  4s,

Wm “ A lla n  ps, f o r  the  h a lf  o f L in k la t te r  house 1 / 8d.

Jas Gordon ps. f o r  the  oyr. h a lf  Tan tum . R e s ts  a ll is  1 / 8d.
t  m,

M arg ° Tu lloch  ps. f o r  W Johnstoun's house 3/4d.
t .

M arg * F id d le r  ps, Tan tum . R es ts  a l l is  3/4(3.

John and Mag. L o u t t i t 's  pay f o r  th e ir  house Tan tum  -  R ests 

a l l  is  3 /4 d.

F ra n c is  M a rw ick  ps. f o r  few w  due tie  o f h is house Tan tum .

R e s ts  a l l is  3/4d. 
r .

M  * R o b e rt Honyman o f Grams ay ps, f o r  fe w  due tie  o f  

W illia m  M ow at's  house 6 capons,

W111* Gordon o f K a irs to n : I t :  fe w  due tie  o f  Thomas Spence

house 1 0 / - .

(Th is was o r ig in a lly  W illia m  C le rk 's  house).



243

N O T E S :

INTRODUCTION :

1. C lim a te  da ta  ava ilab le  in  th e  O rkney Room , C ounty L ib ra ry ,

K irk w a ll*

2, P ro m o n to ry  o r  cape : f re q u e n t ly  used as a te rm in a tio n  in  the  

p rope r name o f a headland*

3* A  g u lly  o r  creek,

4, (1) T ax  upon a l l  land occupied by O da l-red  f o r  th e  su p p o rt o f

the  C row n, and expense o f  the  governm ent;

(2) Land ta x  paid in  O rkney and Shetland f o r  th e  supp o rt o f 

the  E a r l 's  governm ent,

5, B u ',  B u ll,  B o l : (1) P r in c ip a l fa rm  o f the  O da ls jo rd , so m e tim e s  

ca lled  th e  Head Bu ll*

(2) A  te rm  som etim es used to  denote a fa rm  house o r  v illa g e  

in  con junction  w ith  the  p rope r name,

6, L a te r  add ition s  to  th e  arab le  area w ere  named quoyland and did

not. pay s k a t t  : d e r iv a tio n  : Q u o y -k v i-  a spo t w here an im a ls are

w o n t to  congregate.

To T ow m a le , T u m a ill,  Tum ale : a g rass p a tch  used f o r  te m p o ra r ily  

p a s tu r in g  anim als*

8, Ounceland, E y r is la n d , U ris la n d , U rs land : land paying s k a t t  to  

the  value o f one ounce o f  s ilv e r ,

9, le g a l exchange,

10, The pledging o r pawning o f a possession,

11* The r ig h t  o f  the  e ld e s t son to  in h e r it  th e  p ro p e r ty ,  t i t l e ,  e tc , ,

o f  a p a re n t, to  the  exclusion o f  a l l  o th e r ch ild ren ,

CHAPTER I  :

1, S t; Ola p a r is h  was named a f t e r  K ing O la f , the  f i r s t  C h ris tia n  

K ing o f N orw ay, who died in  b a t t le  AD 1030,
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2. S trom ness is  now b o th  the  p a rish  and burgh name b u t is  derived f ro m  

a shore name : S tro m , S traum  « s tro n g  t id e ,  ness -  p rom onto ry*

30 S trom ness -  120%d. lands : subd iv is ions « 60%d. octal ;

52%d. earldom  (16(3* land ’auld ea rldom 1, 36%d, conquest) ;

8d. land church (3d. b is h o p ric , 5d k irk la n d ).
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Figure 2 : Geology o£ the Mainland.



Figure 3 : S t. Ola : Parish  map.
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F igure 4 : K irkw all : Geology.
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Figure 5 : Strom ness : Parish map*
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F igure 6 : Strom ness burgh : Geology*
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Figure 7 : Strom ness : C airston  C astle : plan.
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Ficm re 8 : K irk w a ll : W id e fo rd  H i l l  : Chambered C a irn .O



F ig u re  9 : K irk w a ll : G ra in  earth -house .



Figure 10 : K irkw all : S t. Olaf^s Church : Sketch plan.
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F ig u re  11 : K irk w a ll : S t. Magnus C a the d ra l : p lan showing
bu ild ing  penc



Figure 12 : K irkw all : St* Magnus C athedral : section.



F ig u re  13 : K irk w a ll : St*, Magnus C a the d ra l : e levation*



Figure 14 : K irkw all : Bishop’s Palace : plans.
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Figure 15 : K irkw all : 1468 : Cartogram *
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Figure 16 : K irkw a ll : E a rl's  Palace : plans.
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Figure 17 : K irkw all : Tankemess House : plan.
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Figure 18 : K irkw all : 72 V ic to ria  S tre e t : house : plan.
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Figure 19 : KbrkwalL : 1700 : Cartogram*
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Figure 20 : Stromness : reproductions o£ ancient maps.
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Figure 21 : Stromness : reproductions of ancient maps.
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F ig u re  22 : G reenville  Collins' ch arts0
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Figure 23 : Stromness : burgh : hachured map.
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F igure  24 : Stromness : T ay lo r’s Quoy : Cartogram*
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Figure 25 : Stromness burgh : 1700 : Cartogram*
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Figure 26 i Stromness burgh : 1700 : plan.
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Strom ness : Breckness House



Figure 28 : Stromness • Chalm er’s Quoy plan : 1765„
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Figure 29 Stromness : Chalm er’s Quoy : plan 1792.
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Figure 30 : Stromness : Occupation S tructure 1851 8c 1891.
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■Figure 31 : Stromness : Heads o£ Households 1851 & 18910

HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD
PERCENTAGE OF 
TO TA L HOUSEHOLDS '

1851 1891

SPINSTER 15.0 18.3

BACHELOR 3.8 9.7

WIDOW 25.0 22.7

WIDOWER 4.3 4.6

COUPLE 42.5 37.8

COUPLE (F a th e r 
absent) 8.7 6.4

COUPLE (M o the r 
absent) 0*7 0.4



Figure 32 : Stromness : Place of B ir th  1851 & 1891*

P LAC E OF BIRTH
PERCENTAGE OF 
TO T A L PO PULATION

1851 1891

EAST M AINLAND 1*28 0.37

K IR K W A LL  AND ST* OLA 2*07 3.72

WEST M AINLAND 20*04 14.01

SOUTH ISLES 5*48 9.48

NORTH ISLES 1.33 2.85

SCOTLAND 5.33 8.80

ENGLAND 1.09 2.91

ELSEWHERE 0.74 1.36

T O T A L 37.36% 43.50%



Figure 33 : Stromness : Population Graph : 19th century0
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Figure 34 : Stromness : Household Structure : 1851 8c 1891c

1851

N U M B E R O F H O  U S E H O L D S TOTAL

HEAD
LIVING
ALONE 1 2 3

C H I L D R E N  
4  5 6  7 8  9 10

DEPENDENT 
RELATIVES 
1 2  3

IODGER 

1 2

SERVANT 

1 2

NUMBER
OF

HOUSEHOLDS

SPINSTER 52 5 2 16 6  1 7 2 87

BACHEIOR 7 9 1 1 

<4 /  <5 >1

3

(3 ,i
4 1 2 2

WIDOW 32 53 23 7 2 3 1
■ V  2

10  2 10 2 144

WIDOWER 5 8 6 1 1
V ) , 2

8 1 25

COUPLE 43 35 49 33 24 19 9 7 “ to - 29 9  2 
<4);

CMN

25
(3)

i H
245

COUPLE (F ath er 
absent)

5 12 14 1 2 3 2 7  3 
( 4 , i 2<3)i

4 SO

COUPLE (M other 
absent)

2 1
(4>i

4

FIGURES ENCLOSED W ITHIN BRACKETS ARE NUMBERS OF RELATIVES, SERVANTS, E T C . WHEN THOSE NUMBERS EXCEED THOSE A T  THE HEAD O F THE COLUMN.

.1891

HOLTSEHOLD N U M B E R O F H O U S E H O L D S TOTAL

HEAD LIVING CHILDREN DEPENDENT IODGER SERVANT
NUMBER

ALONE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 RELATIVES 
1 2  3 1 2 1 2

HOUSEHOLDS

SPINSTER 58 5 2 1 16 6 

( 4 >1

1
2(3>1 H

91

BACHEIOR 28 1
I 2(4 )t  3( 6 )

1

6 48

WIDOW 35 43 14 7 3 2  2 * 7  .  9 
3

2 6  5 4 113

WIDOWER 6 9 3 2 1 1 1 2 1 1 23

COUPLE 30 41 29 26 19 9  14 2 4 19 3 2 9 23 A 
<3 >1 (S )x

188

COUPLE (F a th e r 1 5 9 8 2 1 1 1 9 1 1 3 32
absent)

COUPLE (M other 2 1
absent)
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Figure 35 : Stromness : 19th century building development.
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F ig u re  36 : K irk w a ll : O ccupation S tru c tu re  1851 Sc 1891*
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Figure 37 : K irkw all : Place of B ir th  : 1851 8c 1891.

P LAC E OF BIRTH
PERCENTAGE OF 
TO TA L PO PULATIO N

1851 1891

EAST M AINLAND 4.79 3.48

WEST M AINLAND 5.67 7.13

STROMNESS 1.18 1.20

SOUTH ISLES 2.98 5.14

NORTH ISLES 21.80 20.80

SCOTLAND 6.57 9.94

ENGLAND 0.27 1.84

ELSEWHERE 0.60 2.45

T O T A L 43.86% 51.98%



Figure 38 : K irkw all : Population Graph : 19th century*
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Figure 39 : Kirkwall : Old manse : elevation and plans*
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F ig u re  40 : K irk w a ll : I9 th  ce n tu ry  bu ild ing  development,,
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Figure 4.1 : Kirkwall : Aberdeen’s view of burgh 1766.



Figure 42 : K irkw all : plan o£ p ier : 189 l0



Figure 43 K irkw all Household Structure 1851 8c 18910

1851

HOUSEHOLD
HEAD

N U M B E R O F H O U S E H O L D S TOTAL
NUMBER

OF
HOUSEHOLDS

LIVING
ALONE 1 2 3

C H I L D R E N  
4  5 6  7 8 9 10

DEPENDENT 
RELATIVES 
1 2 3

LODGER 

1 2

SERVANT 

1 2

SPINSTER 53 11 4 V H 4 106

BACHELOR 18 20 6  3 6 6  5 56

WIDOW 56 51 28 12 6  5 25 4  4 
(4 ) 2 ‘V ■v 179

WIDOWER 9 21 7 5 1 1 18 2 V 56

COUPLE 79 126 81 63 38 29 11 4 3 1 59 7 2 
(4 ) 2  ( 5 )l 37'V 40 17

(9)s <4>2 
<S>2

468

COUPLE (F ath er 7 13 12 7 5 5 2 1 1 7 7 1 55
absent)

COUPLE (M other 1 1 1 1 . 1 4
absent)

FIGURES ENCLOSED W ITHIN BRACKETS ARE NUMBERS OF RELATIVES, SERVANTS, E T C ., WHEN THOSE NUMBERS EXCEED THOSE A T  THE HEAD OF THE COLUMN.

1891

HOUSEHOLD N U M B E R O F H O U S E H O L D S TOTAL

LIVING
AIONE 1 2 3 4

C H I L D R E N  
5 6  7 . 8  9 10

DEPENDENT 
RELATIVES 
1 2 3

LODGER 

1 2

SERVANT 

1 2

NUMBER
OF

HOUSEHOLDS

SPINSTER 85 11 7 2 3 27 3 7(3) 3
1

9 2 148

BACHELOR 16

‘K
6  2 

<S>3
2 2

<4 >1

5
( 3 >1

2
(9>i

49

WIDOW 57 44 21 9 9 4 2 28 4  1 11 5 8 2 162
<4)i

< 3 >6
(S ) 1

t 4 >2

<7 >1

(3>!

WIDOWER 13 2 2 13 7 2 2 3 1 11 6  1 2 2 5 2 6 8

<3 >2

COUPLE 69 10 2 73 74 62 29 24 9  10 2 52

<4>1
1 0  3 

<6>2

35

<3 >6

(S )t

13
(4 )?

38

( 3 ) 6

(io)t

11

( 4 ) i
500

COUPIE (F ather 3 11 1 2 13 12 5 3 1 5 1 3 1 2 61
absent)

COUPLE (M other 1 2 2 3 1 5
absent)



F ig u re  44 : K irk w a ll : Heads o£ Households 1851 8c 1891.

HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD
PERCENTAGE OF 
T O T A L  HOUSEHOLDS

1851 1891

SPINSTER 11.44 14.79

BACHELOR 6.05 4,90

WIDOW 19.33 16.18

WIDOWER 6.05 6.49

COUPLE 50.54 49.96

COUPLE (F a th e r 
absent) 5.94 7.39

COUPLE (M othe r 
absent) 0.43 0.50
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Figure 45 : K irkw all & Stromness : Population Graphs : 20th century.
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Figure 46 : Stromness : house : A lb e rt S tre e t : plan.
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Figure 47 : Strom ness M elvine Place plan : early  19th century*
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P igure 48 Strom ness : Melvine Place plan : early  19th century.
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Plate 1 : Kirkwalls St* Olaf’s Church, sketch o£ doorway*



Plate 2 : Kirkwall, St„ Magnus Cathedral, exterior from the west.



Plate 3 : Kirkwall, St. Magnus Cathedral, south elevation.



P la te  4 : K irk w a ll, S t. Magnus C ath ed ra l, nave looking e a s t, 19th century
engraving.
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Plate 5 : Kirkwall, St. Magnus Cathedral, south transept.



Plate 6 : Kirkwall, St. Magnus Cathedral, west front, doorway details.



Plate 7 Kirkwall, Bishop’s Palace from the Cathedral tower*



Plate 8 Kir lav all, Bishop's Palace, details of effigies on Reid’s tower*



P la te  9 . K irk w a ll
3 P l3 ( i u e  c o m m e
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Plate 10 : Kirkwall, Earl's Palace, west elevation.



Plate 11 : Kirkwall, Earl's Palace, circular corbelling*

P la te  12 : K irlcw all, E a r l's  P alace, M u lti-a n g u la r corbelling,

P la te  13 : K irk w a ll, E a r l's  P alace, corbelling on tu r r e t .



Plate 14 : Kirkwall, Earl's Palace, main entrance.



'Plate 15 : Kirkwall, Earl's Palace, fireplace in the Great Hall*



Plate 16 : Kirkwall, Tankerness House, east elevation.
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Plate 17 : Kirkwall, 72, Victoria Street.



Plate 18 : Kirkwall, site of Cromwell's Fort.



Plate 19 : Stromness, House built by J. Millar, 19th century view.

P la te  20 : S trom ness, M i l la r ’s house, d e ta il o f inscrip tion  over the porch.



Plate 21 : S trom ness, Breckness House, Sketch deta ils  o f cupboard
and fireplace,,



P la te  22 : Strom ness, eighteenth century engraving*
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Plate 23 : Stromness, house at the north end, early 20th century.



Plate 24 : Stromness, view of: harbour, late 19th or early 20th century,



Plate 25 Stromness, Porteous' Brae, late 19th century,



Plate 26 : Herring fleet in harbour, late 19th century.



Plate 27 : Stromness, curing on the Holms, late 19th century.



Plate 28 : Stromness, coopers on the pier, late 19th century



Plate 29 : Stromness, view from the Holms, late 19th century,,



Plate 30 : Stromness, Old Town Hall and museum.



Plate 31 : Kirkwall, Broad Street with old Town Hall, 19th century

HMgff



Plate 32 : Kirkwall, New Town Hall from the Cathedral tower.



Plate 33 : Kirkwall, Harbour Street, 19th century.



P la te  34 : K irk w a ll, C as tle  H o te l, e a rly  20 th  century,



Plate 35 Kirkwall, 'Big Tree', 19th century*



Plate 36 : Kirkwall, 'Big Tree’, 1970o



Plate 37 : Kirkwall, 'Daisybank*'

P la te  38 : K irk w a ll, 19 «» 21 E a s t Road*
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Plate 39 : Kirkwall, United Presbyterian Church, Dundas Crescent*



Plate 40 : Kirkwall, St0 01a£fs Church, Dundas Crescent*



Plate 41 : Kirkwall, Dundas Crescent, late 19th century*



Plate 42 : Kirkwall, Volunteer Review on the Ayre, early 20th century.



Plate 43 : Kirkwall, Ayre Mill and stone bridge*



Plate 44 : Kirkwalls Glaitness School*



Plate 45 : Kirkwall5 Highland Park D is tiller y<,



Plate 46 : Kirkwall, Power station*



Plate 47 : Kirkwall, Harbour basin,,



Plate 48 : Kirkwall., 20th century housing, Cromwell Road*



Plate 49 : Stromness, The Academy.



Plate 50 Stromness, S tD Peter's House? old people’s home.



Plate 51 Kirkwall, Grammar School, hostel blocks.



P la te  52. : K irk w a ll, G ram m ar School, new building.



Plate 53 : Kirkwall, Infant School with Papdale House,
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Plate 54 : Kirkwall, Orkney County Library,



Plate 55 : Kirkwall, Coastguard buildingsa



Plate 56 : KirkwaU, Broad Street, 19th century view.
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Plate 57 Kirkwalls Shore Street lanes*



Plate 58 : Kirkwall, King's Girnell and site of the 'Inns'*
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P la te  59 : K irk w a ll, Shore S tre e t  fro m  C rom w ell's  F o r t ,  e a rly  20th  
cen tu ry , photographed a t  m idnight in M idsum m er*



Plate 60 : Kirkwall, 8, Clay Loan*



Plate 61 : Kirkwall , Wellington Street.

P la te  62 : K irk w a ll, W ellington S treet,



Plate 63 : Kirkwall, Hatston air base, prefabricated housing.



Plate 64 : Stromness, Stromness Hotel0



Plate 65 Stromness, Building contractors.



P la te  66 : S trom ness, Grayfe Biggings and Khyber Pass, sketch,



P la te s  67 -  70 : S trom ness, Khyber P ass, se ria l vision,,

P la te  70,



P la te  71 Strom nesSj Paplay's P a rk , W alkways.



Plate 72 : Stromness, Queen Street, early 20th century.



Plate 73 : Kirkwall, Shore Street lane9 20th century,,

P la te  74
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P la te  75 : S trom ness, detail, o f c o ttag e , A lfre d  Streets



Plate 76 Kirkwall, Shore Street, 20th century*



H a te  77 : S t re a m * * , ,  d e ta il o f f la g s to n e  r o o f ,  A lf r e d  S t r e e t



Plate 78 : Stromness, detail o£ dormer.

P la te  79 : S trom ness, out building on p ie r , M elvine P lace



Hate 80 : Stromness, Melvine Place, house in PK)Cess of renovation



Plate 81 : Kirkwall s The 'Luclgeing1 from Broad Street,,

P la te  82 : K irk w a ll,  The fLudgemg' fro m  the Cathedral*



Plate 83 Kirkwall, Tankerness House*
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P la te  84 : S trom ness, S ten ig ar, orig inally  S tangerfs shipyard*
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Plate 85 Stromness, * Old Orkney1 Whisky distillsry*



Plate 86 : Stromness, Maybum Court,

P la te  87 : S trom ness, view fro m  Mayburn Court®
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MAPS PHOTOSCAPES : KIRKWALL PHOTOSCAPES STROMNESS

1 Kirkwall : Building S ty le . 1 Bridge S t r e e t . B South  End

2 Kirkwall : Building Age . 2 A lb e r t  S t r e e t S A lf re d  S t re e t

3 Kirkwall : Building F un c tion . 3 Broad S t re e t . 1 □ Melvine Place

4 Kirkwall and Stromness : Shop and office premises. 4 V ic to r ia  S t r e e t . 11 Dundas S tre e t

5 Kirkwall : Open Space ; Communications . 5 Panorama - view east from St Magnus Cathedra 12 Graham Place.

6 S trom ness : Building Style 6 Panorama - view w est from  St Magnus Cathedra 13 V ictoria  S tre e t.

7 S trom ness : Building Age . 7 Junction Road .
14 North Victoria S tre e t and Pier

Stromness : Building Function
15 John S tre e t.

9 Stromness : Open Space : Communications
16 Springfield Crescent area .

17 North End industrial zone
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Steniae
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/ D e fe n c e Boa?
Y a r d
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One s to rey  bui lding 

Two s to re y  bui lding 

Three s to re y  bu i ld ing 

Four s to rey  bu i ld ing 

O th e r  bu i ld ings  

Do r mer 

Basement x

Compi led f r o m  O r d n a n c e  S u r v e y  s h e e t s  C VI  7 

a n d  C VI  11, S e c o n d  E d i t i o n , 1902 ,  1: 2 5 0 0  s c a l e .  

P l a n i m e t r y  r e v i s e d  f r o m  a e r i a l  p h o t o g r a p h y  

O . S . j 6 4 j 5 4 4 f r a m e s  3 2 - 3 4 , 4 4 - 4 7  a n d  8 9 - 9 1 ,  

a n d  f r o m  f i e l d w o r k  1969 -  1 9 71 .

6 C



C o m p i l e d  f r o m  O r d n a n c e  S u r v e y  s h e e t s  C VI  7  

a n d  C VI  11, S e c o n d  E d i t i o n ,  1 9 0 2 ,  1 - 2 5 0 0  s c a l e .  

P l a n i m e t r y  r e v i s e d  f r o m  a e r i a l  p h o t o g r a p h y  

O. S.  f  6 4  /  5 4  , f r a m e s  3 2  -  3 4 ,  4 4  - 4 7  a n d  8 9 - 9 1 ,  

a n d  f r o m  f i e l d w o r k  1 9 6 9 -  1971 .

B U I L D I N G M A P "7 A

L E G E N D

Pre 170 0 

1700  - 18 8 0 

1880 - 1800 

1800  - 18-40 

Post 1840

S T R O M  NESS : AGE

1000 1500 2000 FEET



V O  E

Br i nk i es  

Brae A

G ar s o n

S c h o o l

Town 
H o u s e /

S c h o o I

W h i f e h o u s e
Rocks

AA an se l l

S t  P e t e r s  
^  H o u s e

C o m p i l e d  f r o m  O r d n a n c e  S u r v e y  s he e t s  C VI  7 
a n d  C VI  11, S e c o n d  E d i t i o n , 1 9 0 2 ,  V - 2 5 0 0  s ca l e .  

P l a n i m e t r y  r e v i s e d  f r o m  a e r i a l  p h o t o g r a p h y  

O . S . / 6 4 / 5 4 ,  f r a m e s  3 2  -  34  , 4 4  - 4 7  a n d  8 9 - 9 1 ,  

a n d  f r o m  f i e l d w o r k  1 9 6 9 -  1971 .

H o t e l

L i f e b o a t  
si  i p

I N N E R

H O L M 2000 FEET
/ / R o c k e f  

/ /  H o u s e
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S T R O  M  N

H A R B O  U R

Y a r d

T HE

N E S S

L E G E N D
Pne 17 0 0  

1700  - 188 0 

1880 - 1900 

1300  - 1940 

Post 104-0

C o m p i l e d  f r o m  O r d n a n c e  S u r v e y  s he e t s  C VI  7 
a n d  C VI  l l ,  S e c o n d  E d i t i o n ,  1 9 02 ,  l : 2 5 0 0  s ca l e .  

P l a n i m e t r y  r e v i s e d  f r o m  a e r i a l  p h o t o g r a p h y  

O. S.  J 6 4  j  5 4  , f r a m e s  3 2  -  3 4  , 4 4 - 4 7  a n d  8 9 - 9 1 ,  

a n d  f r o m  f i e l d w o r k  1 9 6 9 -  1971.
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L E G E N D

Resident ia I

Residential / Commercial

Commercial

Industr ial

Public ut i l i ty

C o m p i l e d  f r o m  O r d n a n c e  Survey s h e e t s  C VI 7  

a n d  C VI  7 7, S e c o n d  E d : t i o n , 190  2 , 1 - 2 5 0 0  s c a l e .  

P l a n i m e t r y  r e v i s e d  f r o m  a e r i a l  p h o t o g r a p h y  

O . S . / 6 4 J 5 4 ,  f r a m e s  3 2 - 3 4 ,  4 4 - 4 7  a n d  3 9 - 9 1 ,  

a n d  f r o m  f i e l d w o r k  1 9 6 9 -  19 71 .
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Br i nk i e s  
Br a e  A

Gar son

Town  
Ho u s e  J

H o t e l
S c h o o l

Industr ial

W h i t e  house 
Rocks

Public building

P a p le y  s 
/ P a r k

Public ut i l i ty
St  P e t e r s  

^  H o u s e

C o m p i l e d  f r o m  O r d n a n c e  S u r v e y  s h e e t s  C VI 7 

a n d  C VI  11, S e c o n d  E d i t i o n , 1 9 0 2 ,  1 - 2 5 0 0  sca/e. 
P l a n i m e t r y  r e v i s e d  f r o m  a e r i a l  p h o t o g r a p h y  

O . S . / 6 4 / 5 4 ,  f r a m e s  3 2 - 3 4 , 4 4 - 4 7  a n d  8 9 - 9 1 ,  

a n d  f r o m  f i e l d w o r k  1 9 6 9 - 1 9 7 1 .

H o t e l

L i f e b o a t
N  s l i p

H O L M 2000 FEET
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500 1000 1500 2000 EEET

L E G E N D
Resident ia 1

Residential / Commercial

Commercial

Industr ial

Ho t  e 1

Public building □
Public ut i l i ty

C o m p i l e d  f r o m  O r d n a n c e  S u r v e y  s h e e t s  C VI 7 

a n d  C VI  11, S e c o n d  E d i t i o n , 1 9 0 2  , 1 - 2 5 0 0  s c a l e .  

P l a n i m e t r y  r e v i s e d  f r o m  a e r i a l  p h o t o g r a p h y  

O.S. /6 4 / 5 4 .  f r a m e s  3 2 - 3 4 , 4 4 - 4 7  a n d  8 9 - 9 1 ,  

a n d  f r o m  f i e l d w o r k  1 9 6 9 - 1 9 7 1 .



1000 2000 FEET

M in o r  road

P e d e s t r ia n  lane

Public

C o m p i l e d  f r o m  O r d nance S u r v e y  s h e e t s  C V! 7  

a n d  C V I  11, S e c o n d  E d i t i o n ,  1902, V - 2 5 0 0  scale. 
P l a n i m e t r y  r e v i s e d  f r o m  a e r i a l  p h o t o g r a p h y  

O . S . f  6 4 j  54 ,  f r a m e s  3 2 - 3 4 , 4 4  - 4 7  a n d  89 — 97, 
a n d  f r o m  f i e l d w o r k  1 9 6 9  - 1 9 7 1 .

□ PEN SPACE A N D  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S



H A M  L A

Br i nk i e s  
B r a e  /

G a r s o n

S c h o o l

Town  
H o u s e /

H o f e /
S c h o o l

M in o r  road

P e d e s t r ia n  lane

Public

W h i l e  h o u s e  

Roc  ks

M a n s e \ LNy Manse 
Park

S t  P e t e r s  
r \  H o u s e

C o m p i l e d  f r o m  O r d n a n c e  S u r v e y  s h e e t s  C VI  7 

a n d  C VI  11, S e c o n d  E d i t i o n ,  1 9 0 2 ,  1 - 2 5 0 0  scal e.  

P l a n i m e t r y  r e v i s e d  f r o m  a e r i a l  p h o t o g r a p h y  

O . S . / 6 4 f 5 4 ,  f r a m e s  32 ~ 34  , 44  -  4 7  a n d  8 9  ~ 9 1, 
a n d  f r o m  f i e l d w o r k  1 9 6 9  -  1 9 7 1 .

i  i c e b o a t  
" . slip

I N N E R

2 0 0 0  FEET
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H O L M

Y a r d

L E G E N D
M a i n  r o a d

M i n o r  r o a d

P e d e s t r ia n  lane

Public open space

Pr iva te  open space

C o m p i l e d  f r o m  O r d n a n c e  S u r v e y  s h e e t s  C VI 7 

a n d  C VI  11, S e c o n d  E d i t i o n ,  1 9 0 2 ,  l ' - 2 5 0 0  sca l e.  

P l a n i m e t r y  r e v i s e d  f r o m  a e r i a l  p h o t o g r a p h y  

O.  S. j  6 4 / 5 4 ,  f r a m e s  3 2 -  3 4 , 4 4  - 4 7  a n d  8 9 ~ 9 1 ,  

a n d  f r o m  f i e l d w o r k  1 9 6 9  -  1 9 71 .
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