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SUMMARY:

Settlements which have developed over a long period of time
inevitably reflect the environmental and historical factors which have shaped
their physical and socio~economic identity, It is the purpose of this thesis
to trace the influence of such factors on the development of Kirkwall and
Stromness and, in addition, to examine the elements of townscape which,
in view of possible economic changes within the island group, may require
careful consideration if the unusual character of these burghs is not to be

lost by illeconsidered development,

Although lying only 8 miles from the north coast of Scotland, the
Orkney Islands came under Norse influence during the earliest period of
major settlement, The earldom which was created in the ninth century
brought about the rationalisation of agricultural holdings throughout the
isles and the foundation of an administrative capital adjacent to a sheltered
lagoon towards the centre of the Orkney Mainland, Under successive earls
Kirkwall developed in two distinct sections : the earl's town, a development
of the shoreside fishing settlement, and the Laverock or bishop's town to
the south around St, Magnus Cathedral and the Bishop's Palace,

With impignoration of the islands in 1468 the Norse culture was
superseded by that of the Scots, By a series of charters King James III
gained control of both earldom and bishopric properties and in 1486
established Kirkwall as a royal burgh, Fluctuations in the power of the
Scottish earls and bishops affected the development of the Orcadian capital

and produced repercussions throughout the landward areas and islands,

Further burgh expansion occurred, however, during the following
two centuries ; the diversification of the economy attracting immigrants
from the outlying islands =~ a trend that continues at the present time,
Improvements in land and sea coﬁmmications increased Kirkwall's sphere
of influence and encouraged both a consolidation of the administrative
function of the burgh and the development of service industries, With such
socio-economic changes residential development was forced into the
surrounding farm land while the former dwellings of merchant lairds and

ecclesiastics along the main street were converted to commercial premises,

In contrast no urban development had occurred around Hamna Voe



in the West Mainland prior to 1590, However, in the early years of the
following century a few artisans seised plots of land £rom the bishopric on
the steeply sloping ground to the west of the bay, and the trading settlement

of Stromness became established,

During the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries the economy
flourished as a result of contacts with the 'New World' via the rice trade,
the whaling ships and the Hudson's Bay Company, The increase in wealth in
the community in turn attracted a considerable number of immigrants
particularly from Northern Scotland and the South Isles, the maximum
population being reached in 1821, Following the decline in overseas trading
the economy became oriented towards home=based industry such as spinning,
straw=plaiting, boat=building and fishing, The characteristic townscape of
the settlement developed during this period : shore=line dwellings being
constructed with their long axis to the sea, partially on individual stone

wharves to maximise the use of building land and access to the harbour,

During the present century many changes have been wrought both
in the socio=economic structure and the townscape of the two burghs, The
functions of Kirkwall and Stromness tend, at the present time, to be
complementary and reflect local and National Government policies for
development of what are essentially rural areas, However, economic
expansion associated with the North Sea oil exploration is imminent - an
expansion which may rapidly obliterate the historical character of both the
burghs and submerge the Orcadian identity,

It is obvious that the historical factors, mentioned in the thesis,
have at various times had a considerable effect on the development of both
burghs, Yet detailed studies of the present state, and particularly the
townscape elements, of Kirkwall and Stromness indicate that the character
of the settlements is the result not only of the periods of economic
expansion but also those of economic and social decline, For this reason it
is necessary to trace the influence of each factor and show how the possibly
detrimental effects of further‘ economic growth and urban renewal may be
Iimited so that the character of the Orcadian burghs may be retained for

future generations,
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PREFACE,

In an age when National Government has the power to enforce the
development of remote rural areas for the economic benefit of the whole
nation it is important to identify the relationship between small urban
settlements and the rural areas they serve, Furthermore it is necessary
to analyse the physical and socio=economic structure of those settlements to
ensure that the inherent character of the town and region is not destroyed

by a development which may be only of short duration,

The Orkney islands are a case in point, Although both the Orkneys
and Shetland have been subjected to periods of Norse and Scottish dominance
they retain a character and independence unique among the Scottish isles,
At the present time, however, it is debatable how long this character can

survive the onslaught from North Sea 0il exploration,

The development of the economy of the Orkney islands can be
illustrated by a study of the Mainland burghs of Kirkwall and Stromness and
to this end major documentary sources have been consulted and analysed,
Although closely linked within the same historical framework the two burghs
contrast in site, age, function and development pattern, It would seem
essential, therefore, to investigate in detail the historical development
of both burghs, analysing each phase of development and studying its effect
on the socio=economic structure and the physical character of the settlement,
Initially this would appear to be an easier task for Kirkwall as documentaxry
evidence, of a primary and secondary nature, extending back to the period
of the Norse earldom is extant, In the case of Stromness little research
has been attempted and impressions of the trading settlement occurring in
literary texts of recent centuries need to be verified £rom original docu-
mentation before an accurate picture of the establishment and expansion
of this urban community can be built up, The secondary element involving
the determination of the effect, of each factor in the development history,
on the fabric of the current townscape wouvld seem significant as the
townscape of both burghs appears to be acting as a stimulus to the tourist

industry at the present time,

' Frequently the structure of a town is looked at purely by geographical

analysis of a current plan or by an architectural appraisal of the buildings,



However, both these viewpoints £ail to give an overall assessment of the
contemporary character which, where the settlement has an old foundation
as is the case with Kirkwall and Stromness, may be the result of many
historical as well as physical factors, In planning for expansion the
historical influence is often ignored and this, together with the trend
towards uniformity in urban design, may lead to the total destruction of the
qualities that create a good urban environment, Thus a study encompassing
the historical, geographical and architectural aspects of urban development
should prove to be of greater value in determining the methods by which a
stimulating townscape has evolved in a relatively hostile physical environ=
ment and the right equilibrium has been achieved between a thriving urban
community and its rural hinterland, Furthermore it can show how the
inherent characteristics of a burgh and its community identity may be
retained despite further major economic development f£rom external sources,
It is the purpose of this thesis to investigate all these aspects of urban
development with respect to Kirkwall and Stromness in the Orkneys,



INTRODUCTION

Although Orkney is situated some 8 miles off the North
Scottish coast it is only ¢, 200 miles from Norway and thus its ties with
the Scandinavian Kingdoms have, throughout history, been strong, - It is
this marked Norse influence that, despite the pawning of the islands to
the Scottish crown in the fifteenth century, sets the Orkney and Shetland
| islands apart from the Western Scottish isles from the point of view of

culture, aspects of language and systems of land tenure,

The Orkney group comprises 47 habitable islands although
many of these have been evacuated during the twentieth century when
they ceased to be economically viable following a marked decline in
population, The largest and most productive member is the Mainland
situated in a central position between the North and South island groups,
To the south the high island of Hoy, together with Graemsay, Flotta and
South Walls sever Scapa Flow from the Atlantic while to the south~east
the Churchill Barriers have, since their construction in the period
1940 - 41, linked the string of islands including two holms, Burray and
South Ronaldsay to the Mainland, In the north an assortment of
irregularly shaped islands, the largest being Rousay, Westray, Papa
Westray, Eday, Shapinsay, Stronsay, Sanday, and North Ronaldsay,
stretch out towards Shetland and the ancient Norse kingdoms (Fig, 1).

Despite the situation in the northern British waters the
Orkney Isles benefit from the stream of warm water from the West
Indies which drifts north-east across the Atlantic to bathe the western
coasts of Britain and Scandinavia, This marine influence is important
in producing a positive temperature anomaly during the winter months
and reducing annual range of temperature to ¢ 8 °C (14°F)., Thus

winters are warm but summers cool:



ORKNEY : CLIMATIC DATA

Temp, Average Precipitation Hours sunshine
Month °f‘, Average Average 9 possible
Inches
JAN. 39.0 3.45 28 13
FEB. 38.5 3.01 52 20
MAR. 39.2 2,81 91 ' 25
APR. : 42,3 2,07 141 33
MAY 46,3 1.99 : 165 32
JUNE 50,7 1.84 155 28
JULY 53.5 2.57 132 24
AUG. 53.4 2,87 118 25
SEPT, 51,4 2,90 101 24
OCT. 46,9 3.97 78 25
NOV. 42.8 3.93 39 17
DEC. 40,0 4,19 19 10

Total rainfall is not high (0.90 m ; 35,6 inches) but falls on about 200 days
per annum, The west Mainland with an average annual total of 1,03 m,
(40.7 ins,) is slightly wetter than the east Mainland (1.00 m ; 39,5 ins.)
because of the higher ground and prevailing westerly wind., Although snow
falls less frequently in the islands than in the rest of northern Scotland
snow may lie for many days at a time in the early part of the year, In
the east Mainland snow falls on average on 45.8 days per annum,

The most significant of the climatic phenomena on the
communications of the islands are wind and fog. Fogs may occur through-
out the year but tend to be most frequent in July and August, Winds are
often strong with the prevailing westerlies sweeping uninterrupted across
the low undulating topography, Average wind speed varies from 23 m.p.h.
at an elevation of 131,06 m, (430 feet) in the west Mainland to 15 m.p.h.
at 39,62 m. (130 feet) in the east Mhinland but gusts upwards of 80 m.p.h,
have been experienced. The warm moist climate producing a growing sea=
son of 230 days encourages the development of lush pasture unrelieved by
the presence of trees. |

During geological history, however, the climate and vegetation
have changed many times : desert conditions that laid down beds of (d
Red Sandstone in the Devonian era (400 m, years B.P.) eventually giving
way to a series of distinct regimes that culminated in the glacial era
1 m., years ago, This cold period has been the major agent responsible

for the detailed sculpting of the Orcadian landscape, Ice flowed over

the highest areas and in Hoy carved U-shaped valleys and deposited



morainic debris at points along the valley floor, Elsewhere tundra
conditions existed causing subtle changes to the surface form so that
today the islands possess very smooth but gently undulating topography,
The former hills have been reduced to modest heights, rarely exceeding
243,84m (800 feet) O,D,, while a cover of boulder clay is found in the low
basins, Because of the cool moist nature of the post-glacial climates a
widespread covering of peat exists on the hill-tops and in basins - a

natural resource from which the Orcadians have reaped great benefit,

The pattern of solid geology (Fig, 2) is one of flagstones and
sandstones forming a dissected anticline in the western part of the
mainland and faulted undulating topography farther east, Dissection and
ice-moulding has resulted in the formation of a number of poorly drained
basins, often surrounded by low hills, which are filled with water, to
form freshwater lochs such as Harray and Boardhouse, or peat and mosses,
The coastal areas exhibit many features of marine erosion and deposition,
Cliffs rising vertically for many hundreds of feet are fronted by wide
wave-cut platforms on which large stacks frequently stand, Headlands
or nesses2 are separated by open sandy bays or by narrow geos , the
headlands themselves being eroded by corrasion and hydraulic action,
Atlantic waves under the influence of the prevailing westerlies rapidly
erode the coastline in the west and spray carried inland destroys much of
the nature vegetation on the cliff top thus accelerating weathering, In
the more sheltered east, however, deposition occurs in wide bays between
headlands, and baymouth bars and tombolos are common features, Where
a boulder clay cover, deposited during the glacial epoch, is mixed with

blown sand the heavy soil is lightened and made productive,

Within this physical framework agriculture and settlement
developed with comparative ease, Many ancient sites exist scattered
throughout the islands, including Stone Age/Bronze Age settlements such
as the agricultural village of Skara Brae, isolated stone monoliths,
defensive brochs, burial cairns and earth-houses, ~Many of the relics
found at these sites indicate periods of peaceful habitation based

largely on an agricultural economy while the indented coastline was



found to provide excellent anchorages and access to the sea could

provide supplements to the normal diet and facilitate communications,

With the Norse invasions of the ninth century the existing
settlements became amalgamated into larger units and the odal
(uthell, udal) system of land tenure was introduced into the islands,
Based on a system of effective occupation, a man held in freehold,
without written title, land that his forebears had broken out,
Succession was by partition ~ all the odalle¥s children receiving an

equal share of the property,

The establishment of the Earldom under Sigurd in A,D, 874
made the division of land necessary for taxation purposes for the
upkeep of the Earl's government, This introduced a new terminology

whose remnants are still in existence,

In respect of skat4 or tax paid to the Earl lands were either
Bordland, Skatland, Quoyland or Towmale, Bordland, or mensal farms,
with their Biilsor Bu' and its enclosures served as the occasional
quarters of the Earl (Jarl) on his journeys around the islands and were
thus exempt from the payment of skat, Similarly Quoyland6 paid no
skat as it was a portion of land enclosed f£rom the moor and cultivated
after the assessment for taxation purposes was complete, Although
the arable land was frequently repartitioned among the tenants the
house, together with a small piece of land around it used for pasturing
animals, remained in constant possession of the household, Thié land
was the Towrna1e7 and like Quoyland and Bordland paid no tax to the
Earl,

The Skatlands thus formed the main body of the Orkney lands
already in cultivation when skat or land tax was first laid on the islands
- with the creation of the earldom, The divisions were made according
+o the value of the land and not its area, Thus a hierarchy of terms
exists, the principal members being ounceland58 and pennylands, The
former paid annually to the Earl money or produce to the value of one
ounce of silver. These ouncelands were then subdivided into eighteen
pennylands paying to the Earl the value of one penny., With inheritance

by partition causing the further subdivision of land new terms were



introduced as follows:
1 pennyland = 4 mark lands or farthing lands
= 6 uriscops or maeliscops
= 10 cowsworths
In addition,later earls held lands acquired by purchase or excambion9

and those seized or confiscated,

The third owner of land, apart from the Earl and the
odallers, was, after Orkney was christianised in A.D, 995, the Church.
The lands like those of the earl were scattered throughout the lower,
more fertile areas and provided the revenue for the upkeep of the

early churches and chapels and the later Bishopric,

The cultivated area during the Noxse period, which extended
into the fifteenth century, was thus divided into a number of physical
and administrative units, Odal land consisted of a tun or townland
with its Bl or principal farm and was enclosed by a hilldyke which
separated its garth (infield) from its Soettur (hill land). The
continuation of these 'towns'into the eighteenth century is shown in
the rentals as catalogued by Alexander Peterkin, although with
impignoration10 the old Norse earldom was replaced by government
under the Scottish crown and a feudal system replaced the odal law.
With the introduction of a Scottish system the Crown laid claim to
the foreshore, previously the property of the odallers, and partition
as a form of succession was replaced by pJc’imo,c;enii:ure11 thus
arresting the further division of existing land holdings, Thus in the
present landscape a mixture of large and small holdings exists
producing crops and providing abundant grassland on which store cattle

and sheep can be raised.

From the time of the earliest settlement the elements of
physiography have played an important part in influencing the
development of the economy. When compared to the Hebrides and much
of northern Scotland Orkney is rich economically. The igneous and

“metamorphic rocks are limited and thus a fertile soil has evolved
under the mariﬁme influence providing ample pasture. Agriculture

developed early and provided a surplus of produce which enabled a class



of merchants and artisans to become established creating a nucleus
for urban expansion, With the earldom a large non-agriculturally
productive body of people was introduced to the islands and wealth
accumulated from the earldom estates allowed the building of
impressive edifices, It was on this foundation that Kirkwall developed
as the capital of the island community and while isolated crofters
struggled to maintain a subsistence economy on barren plots in the
western isles the inhabitants of the Orkneys proceeded to exploit
their natural advantages and forge ahead in both a cultural and

economic sense,



CHAPTER 1

No precise date can be given for the establishment of the
parish boundaries, The early designation of lands belonging to the
odallers, earl and church under the Norse undoubtedly formed the
basis for the parishes, Storer Clouston, however, states that
confusion exists over the term 'ounceland', Although usually equal
to eighteen pennylands, the term in its alternative spelling of
eyrisland, urisland or ursland appears to have also been applied to
larger districts having a greater monetary value, These districts
contained early chapels which, in a number of cases, predate the
parish churches and thus the ursland districts could be earlier than

the parishes,

By the tenth century, however, the parish boundaries appear
to have come into existence: St, Olal, named after a saintly Norse
king, at the central 'neck' of the Mainland, while, facing the Atlantic
and guarding the entrance to Scapa Flow in the west, the townships
were gathered within the boundary of the parish of Stromness.2
From the rentals both these parishes, in which at various dates the
main urban developments in Orkney occurred, seem to comprise c, 120
pennylands and, although the percentage of ownership between odallers,
earl and church varied3, the parish economy had a purely agricultural
base, Pressure of population at this date was minimal and the
townships and isolated farms were spread over the lower more fertile

slopes,

The parish of St, Ola, centred on a narrow isthmus giving
access to both North and South isles, has been extensively developed
and benefits from a comparatively unrestricted site (Fig, 3). An area
of faulting within the beds of Stromness and Rousay flagstones of
Devonian age provides a corridor of land, nowhere rising above 15,2 m
(50 feet), that extends for three miles from Scapa Bay in a north -
north - easterly direction to the Bay of Kirkwall, = The flagstones
overlain by boulder clay, blown sand and alluvium provided an ideal
site around the shores of a sheltered lagoon for the early development

of Kirkwall, the Orcadian capital (Fig, 4).



To the west the land rises gently fxom low cliffs and rocky
shores to a narrow platform around 47,7 m (150 feet), From this
coastal strip slopes steepen to the peat and heather~clad summit
of Wideford Hill at 225,9 m (741 feet) Q.D, two miles from Kirkwall,
Beyond uncultivated moorland extends into the parish of Orphir,

The remainder of the parish comprises undulating moorland reaching
76,2 m (250 feet) on the ridge of Berstane Hill one mile to the south -
east of the town, On the north coast two peninsulas —Carness and
Tankerness, separated by a wide sandy bay, are backed by lowlying
agricultural land rising to a moorland plateau that continues into

the east Mainland,

In the west Mainland the parish of Stromness and, as will
be shown later, the burgh may be divided into two types of
physiographic region (Fig,5) whose boundaries result largely from

contrasts in the underlying geological structure,

This part of the Mainland is noteworthy as only here are
Highland rocks exposed on the surface, the steep slopes and rocky
outcrops of the ridge trending north-north-east to south-south-west
through Brinkie's Brae, 94,8 m (311 feet) above sea level, providing
visible evidence of the existence of a granite/schist complex of pre-
Old Red Sandstone age, Heavily eroded to form the trough of Stromness
" harbour to the east, the same rock system reappears in the triangle

of low ground at the Whitehouse Rocks (Fig,6).

Flanking this igneous core are younger strata of Old Red

~ Sandstone age, the narrow outcrops of basal breccias and sandstone
giving way to lower Stromness flags which, in the west at least, form
an area of high ground terminating in the high cliffs of the Black Craig
and Neban Point, Muéh of this area is unreclaimed moorland nursing
pockets of lower, more fertile ground of the Burn of Selta, the old
township of Mousland, Extensive areas ofvpeat exist : at 47,7 m
(150 feet) above sea ievel, to the north-west of Brinkie's Brae, and

in the Moss of Quwhom, just above sea level,



The dissected upland surface, reaching 157.9 m (518 feet)
in the Hill of Miffia, gradually decreases in height to the south and
east, turning from heather moor to the richer, more heavily cultivated
land of the townships. The separation of the farming communities is
largely the result of physiographic factors and this is nowhere seen
more clearly than in the case of the isolation of the townships of
Inner and Outer Stromnesson a fairly flat plain, possibly the remnants
of a low level erosion surface, to the west of the resistant core of
granite/schist. Towards the Loch of Stenness, where the Stromness
flags have been more heavily eroded into an undulating lowland that rises
above 60.9 m (200 feet) in only two, separated summits, Redland Hill
and Bruna Fea, the latter giving probably the best-known and most
impressive view of present-day Stromness, the townships are more

closely linked.

In the rentals for the parish three main districts can be
recognised: Inner and Outer Stromness, each comprising two ouncelands,
and the twenty-seven pennylands of Cairston, containing the Earl's Bu|
lying on low ground to the south-east of the parish, In addition a number
of odal and quoylands are listed in the area bordering the Loch of Stenness,
Each parish district included a church or chapel the earl's Bu having an
attached chapel (dedicated to the Holy Cross and in the 16th century
standing as the parish church). The later parish clurch, St. Peter's
Kirk, however, was erected at the sea shore in Inner Stromness, fragments
of this church remaining within the cemetery about a mile to the south-
west of the present town. Two buildings may be recognised : the gable
end of one containing an eighteenth century mural monument bearing a
version of the arms of Moodie of Melsetter, a landowner in the parish
as early as the sixteenth century; the other, standing some twenty yards
to the north, comprising the remains of a wall built without mortar. The
site of the chapel and cemetery appears to have been occupied previously
by a broch, and a probable link with the Celtic missionaries exists in the
name 'monastery' used by the Ordnance Survey for a site locally known
as the 'Monker House' and the presence of fragments of celtic jewellery

found in the vicinity.
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A number of other pre-Norse sites can be recognised within
the fertile coastal areas of the parish, Numerous mounds of
indeterminate origin have been identified and a cairn occurs on low
ground in Cairston, Three other broch sites like that at the cemetery
exist on defensive sites near water, those at the coast, however,
having suffered partial destruction £rom marine erosion so that no

significant constructions remain,

The only notable relic £rom this early period of Norse rule
is the Bi' and Castle of Cairston, Although the Bu!is not actually
termed 'Bordland' in the sixteenth century rentals the whole town,
ie,, the Bu!plus the attached farms or umbessetters, paid no skat
and is described as 'old earldom', Details in the Royal Commission
on Ancient Monuments suggest that some confusion exists over the
dating of the fortress, known as Cairston Castle, attached to the Bu'.
Orkneyinga Saga relates how, on September 22nd, 1152, Earl Exlend
surprised the ships of Earl Harald off Kjarrekstead (Kjarreks-stbffum)4
whereupon Harald and his men took refuge in the "castle ( i Kastalaun)
that was then there," It is possible, however, that the saga writer
confused Kjarreks~stodum with Knarrar-stédum, the modern Knarston,
which is close to Kirkwall, Incidents associated with this battle suggest
that the castle was near to Kirkwall, The remains of this old strong=-
hold, lie to the south of the farm buildings at the Bu' on the west shore
of the Bay of Ireland (Fig,7), Almost a square - measuring 70'0" north-
south and 68'9" east-west ‘-,the enclosure consists of walls, ¢, 4'0"
thick, of rubble set in clay, Remains of domestic buildings occur
against the inner sides of the north and west walls, A chamber in the
north-west corner opens into a circular turret, some 9'0" in diameter
which projects from the external angle, Excavation carried out in 1927
indicated a larger turret opening at the south-east angle that was
probably added at a later date, A water inlet passing through the west
wall of the enclosure was also exposed by excavation, The general
structure and appearance is that of a sixteenth century building but when
Earl Robert Stewart granted the estate in feu to William Gordon in 1587
it is possible that the new feuar merely rehabilitated and expanded the

twelfth century castle, Clouston comments, however, that
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'eessso it had, moreover, no natural advantage of
position, standing in a gently sloping field
close to the beach, and was altogether a very
primitive, early type of castle, ill-suited to
withstand for long a determined attack by a

strong force, °

Apart from the stronghold and local churches the parish
contained the same towns or districts with their scattered farms until
the beginning of the seventeenth century, At that date the sheltered
harbour, long used as an anchorage by local and foreign fleets, began
to attract settlers and an urban development based on sea trade
commenced on the steep east-facing slopes of the granite ridge of

Brinkie's Brae,

Like the west Ihinland parish, St, Ola experienced similar
periods of settlement by early immigrants, notably the Picts,
However, a large number of cairns, mounds and cists belonging to the
Pre-Pictish era have also been excavated, These, while occurring
mainly on the low-lying sites, can also be found on the uplands, an
example being the chambered cairn situated at a height of 106,7 m
(350 feet) O,D, on Wideford Hill (Fig, 8), Brochs, like those in
Stromness are located on defensive coastal sites and thus have largely
suffered from marine erosion, Other Pictish remains in the form of
earth-houses are found on coastal areas where soil development is deeper
allowing excavation of an underground chamber, Three examples occur
within the parish boundary, one atGrain (Fig, 9), being within the burgh
limits, Although no relic has ever been found in this earth-house
examinations in the nineteenth century discovered masses of animal
bones, ashes and shells on the top of the structure suggesting an

economy bas ed on the produce of adjacent land and sea,

In both parishes the later urban development did not occur on
the site of these early settlements undoubtedly due to the need to
choose a sheltered site with ample anchorages rather than the restricted
defensive position of the Picts, However, unlike its younger neighbour,

Kirkwall was established around the shore of a sheltered lagoon on the

s ite of a Celtic settlement, Certainly the twelfth century records of



12

the Norse arrival set down in 'Historia Norvegiae' indicates that
Orkney was inhabited by two classes of people, the Peti (Picts) and
the Papae (Celtic clergy) and the continuation of the place-names
associated with the early missionaries, particularly Papdale in
Kirkwall, testify to their presence, Therefore it is likely that the
presence of a small chapel built in Papdale and dedicated to a Celtic
saint gave rise to the use of the name KirkjumvégIG (the creek of the
Kirk) for the settlement, Certainly the parish church of St, Ola
erected by a Norse Earl is likely to have been on the consecrated site

of an earlier foundation,

As the largest part of the parish, some one hundred and four
pennylands, was owned by the Church few individual landowners appeared
in the rentals until the Bishopric estates began to be feued after 1560,
A number of important odal estates can be recognised, however, at an
early date and in Orkney inga Saga mention is made of homesteads at

Glaitness, Gaitnip- and Knarston,

With the arrival of the Norse earls in the tenth century
the parish of St, Ola witnessed the expansion of the fishing and
ecclesiastical settlement already established within the central lowiand,
The need for a seat of government and the amalgamation of the isolated
self-sufficient agricultural units into an earldom brought into focus
the need for an urban and administrative centre, Thus development in
this location, unlike that in the West Mainland, was rapid and by A,D,
1046 the Sagas record the presence of Earl Rognvald and his troops in
Kirkwall during the winter months, The invasion from Scandinavia
resulted in a rapid increase in building'and a hall or castle to accommodate
the Earl was erected on the shore of the lagoon, to the south of the
church, Many other magnificent constructions ~ churches and domestic
buildings =~ followed and the small town soon became the flourishing
~ capital of the island group, ‘



CHAPTER II

The earliest written record of life in the Orkney Islands
appears in Orkneyinga Saga. In the year A.D, 874 Earl Rogvald
assisted Harald Harfager (Fair-hair) to conquer Norway, and the earls,
chiefs and petty kings fled westward, principally to the islands, where
they became established and, in due course, rebellious, King Harald
became tired of the depredations of the exiles and sailed west to
punish the Vikings. He subdued Shetland, the Orkneys and Hebrides and
sailed to the Isle of Man to lay waste the Manx homesteads, It was in
one of these battles that Ivar, son of Earl Rognvald, fell and the King,
as compensation for the son's death, gave to his trusty earl the
islands of Shetland and Orkney for his own, However, because of
commitments in Norway, Rognvald proceeded to grant the earldom to

his brother, Sigurd.

Thus when the earldom was established in the ninth century
it is likely that Vikings had already subdued a 'Kingdom, dominion or
federation of Celtic tribes whose territories included Orkney, Shetland
and the northern part of Scotland'.1 The remains of the structures
built by these people - brochs, earth-houses - are found widely through-
out the islands and the foundations of an extensive agricultural
economy had been laid during this period of settlement as has been

shown.

The form of the hamlet in the low corridor of land in the
centre of the parish of St, Ola during the Pictish occupation is likely
to have been simple, In this location the economy seems to have been
based on the produce of the sea and it is likely that the first dwellings
were erected facing north along the shore of the bay and by the edge
of a large tidal basin, known in later times as the che2 or Peerie Sea3,
separated from the open sea by a long shingle spit, the Ayre. Hossack

in his volume 'Kirkwall in the Orkneys' comments that

t.... such a position was highly advantageous to the primitive
community, for when the outer waters were too boisterous
for their frail vessels, they could launch their coracles

on the lagoon, ready at all times to yield a liberal return

. g 4
to their primitive modes of fishing'.
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It was to this location at an unknown date that the Culdees, travelling
north from the west coast of Scotland, came to establish a mission
and chapel, The chapel seems to have been constructed in the shallow
valley, known today as Papdale,S beside a small stream flowing north~
west into the lagoon, Even at such an early date it is likely that the
dwellings were low but substantial structures made of rough stonework
and roofed with turfs, The paucity of natural timber in the islands

restricted its use in the construction of both buildings and boats.

( The succeeding centuries witnessed many changes in Northern
Europe, The Norwegian Crown held Denmarky much of Northern

Scotland and, through marriage, the line continued into Normandy6 and .
so to the English throne, Despite these widespread family connections
squabbles were constantly arising between minor chieftains and attempts
to conguer and reconquer territory gave rise to much strife, King

Harald's original gift of the Orkneys to Earl Rognvald was not least

among the sources of trouble,

With the establishment of Harald on the Norwegian throne
Rognvald had received the gift of lands in Mdre and Romsdalen, Thus
when the earldom of Orkney and Shetland was created Rognvald found
himself fully occupied with affairs concerning his Norwegian property
and thus his brother, Sigurd, was sent west to govern the islands,
During his earldom lands were won from the Scots in Ross and Moray
but in a dispute with a Celtic chief Sigurd died of blood poisoning,
his leg having been pierced by the buck tooth of his slain opponent's
head, Sigurd's son, Guttom succeeded to the title but died without
issue, the property reverting to his uncle, Rognvald, Rognvald then
gave the earldom to his son, Hallad, who settled on the Mainland,
but, disliking the isolation, soon returned to Norway léaving his brother,
Einar, Rognvald's youngest son, to replace him, Having defeated two
Danish vikings, claimants to the isles, Einar ruled successfully for

some time and taught the island inhabitants to use turf or peat as a

fuel,

The ancient odal system of inheritance by partition meant,

however, that the islands were often inherited jointly by several sons,



Thus on the death of Einar his three sons, Arnkell, Erlend and Thorfinn,
ruled jointly and were succeeded by the four sons of Thorfinn, A period
of conspiracy and murder followed but the youngest of Thorfinn's sons,
Lodver, survived and was succeeded in turn by his son, Sigurd Lodverson

(Sigurd II or Sigurd the Stout),

U p to this time the Vikings were pagan, believing in a number
of powerful gods, However in the tenth century Olaf Tryggveson was
baptised into the Christian faith in England and was burning to convert
his countrymen, On his journey north to Norway in A,D, 995 to claim
the kingdom he turned into the Orkneys and encountered Earl Sigurd
sheltering in Osmondwall in the south isles, Olaf forced the earl to
become converted by threatening to kill Sigurd's son, The son was
transported to Norway where he remained until his death ~.an assurance

of Sigurd's continued faith and loyalty.

The death of Sigurd in A,D, 1014 caused further problems as
to ownership of the earldom, Four sons were left; three, Sumarled,
Brusi and Einar, by the first wife, and Thorfinn by the second, the
daughter of King Malcolm of Scotland, Up to the death of Sumarled
the islands were divided into Tri‘things7 or Thirds among the elder
brothers while Thorfinn ruled Caithness and Sutherland, However, on
the death of the eldest son Einar took the spare Third although Thorfinn
claimed his rightful portion, Einar thus held the Mainland and the
nearer north and south isles banishing the meeker son, Brusi, to the
outer isles in the north, During this period the inhabitants grew poorer
and farms were neglected as Einar oppressed them with the burden of
constant war expeditions forcing them eventually to complain to the
local chiefs, The dispute continued even after Einar's death in A,D,
1020 at the hands of Thorfinn's foster~father and King Olaf was asked
to divide the property between the two remaining earls, This he did,

dividing the islands into three once more and retaining one of these

Thirds for himself,

Some time later Brusi's son, Rognvald, who had been brought
up at the court of King Olaf, claimed the earldom for himself, It was
this earl who probably erected the church, on the site of the Celtic

chapel, from which the settlement is thought to have been named,
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There is no record of an earlier name in the Sagas but Mooney
comments that

"... it is very improbable that such a central place

as Kirkwall with its excellent outer and inner anchorages

could have remained without a Norse name to the time

of Rognvald Brusison‘.8
However, on erection of this edifice in memory of his foster-father,
Olaf the Holy, who was killed in the battle of Stiklestad in A.D.1030,
the compound Kirku-vagr - the creek of the Kirk - was adopted.

An arched doorway, the only remains of St, Olaf's church
is now found along a narrow close branching off the main street in
Kirkwall. This remnant is not, however, part of the Norse kirk which
seems to have been destroyed by fire in 1529, but is the entrance to the
building probably erected by Bishop Reid later in the sixteenth century
as the replacement for the damaged parish church, Details of this
building have been recorded by Sir, H. Dn:‘yden9 and were printed in one

of the local newspapers in the nineteenth century.

The sixteenth century structure (Fig.10) comprised a
parallelogram, 35 feet x 18 feet internal dimensions, with the long
axis oriented north-east to south-west., The walls varied in thickness:
one to the south being 2 feet 11 inches and another, to the west, 3 feet
6 inches, The only entrance was on the south at a distance of 17 feet
from the external west angle. This doorway, as can be seen in Plate 1
is 3 feet 5 inches wide with a semi-circular head and continuous mouldings,
of a hollow, ornamented with four-leaved flowers and a filleted roll.
It is thought that the ridge was about 24 feet high. No trace of original
windows could be found in the nineteenth century and modern glass had
been insérted in the east and south walls. The internal walls showed the
positions of two ambries,lo both openings having an ogee arch under hood
mouldings. The ambry in the north wall was more ornate than that in
the east wall, being flanked by buttresses with finials. A few feet east
of the entrance was a stoup or piscinall. The decoration, noted by Dryden,
indicates the use of a Gothic style, similar to that found in later parts of
the cathedral and thus the complete rebuilding of the older church is indicated.



To the south of: the chapel was the graveyard, With the adoption of

the cathedral as the parish church in the late sixteenth century St, Olaf
was abandoned and fell into disrepair, However, it has also been used
as a poor-house, a carpenter's shop and warehouse and a dwelling-house

in the succeeding centuries,

Earl Rognvald settled in Kixrkwall and presumably built, in
addition to the church, a castle or hall to accommodate himself and his
troops, The Sagas note:

"....Earl Rognvald resided in Kirkwall, and brought

there all necessities for the winter; he had a
great number of men and entertained them liberally,'
No detail of this structure is available although it is presumed to have

been on higher ground to the south-west of the hamlet,

The Sagas indicate that at this point in history the hamlet
was arranged along the shores of the bay and lagoon as described,
Changes had occurred with the establishment of the earldom, however,
and during the eleventh century the first of several public buildings was
erected, This set the pattern to be followed by other earls during the
succeeding centuries: a pattern that was to result in the development
of an urban community richly endowed both culturally and architecturally.
It may seem strange that, at such a comparatively early date, a
commercial and ecclesiastical centre had developed im this remote island
community, Similar centres, familiar enough in parts of England, were
restricted in Scotland to the central lowland zone at this date, With the
continued migration of Celtic missionaries northwards among the rocky
promontories and islands off the west coast of Britain an awareness of
a spiritual existence was brought to the isolated pagan communities,
This, together with social intercourse from the voyagiﬁgs of explérers
and refugees within Europe led to a blossoming of cultural life, It was
inevitable, therefore, that settlers in the Orkneys would bring some of
this knowledge with them and in the fertile lowlands an advanced
agricultural economy would be established, Within this physical
environment a surplus was available from both land and sea to support

a small but lively section of the community occupied with non-agricultural

pursuits, With the arrival of the Norse in the ninth century the existing



settlers were organised into townships paying rent in kind and money
for the support of the government as well as the church, The presence
of the earl and his troops emphasised the need for a larger settlement
and it is natural to suppose that one of the most attractive centres
would have been the fishing hamlet in the central Mainland, Shelter

and defence, plus means of escape by sea, were necessities for the
earl, especially during the more troublesome periods, and these needs
in turn attracted a community of craftsmen - masons, carpenters,
boat-builders - to the shores of the lagoon. The wanderings of the
Vikings themselves greatly enhanced the life in the islands,
Christianity on a broader scale was introduced because of a chance
encounter with King Olaf, and the presence of a Paris scholar was later
to have an influence on the design and building of the cathedral,
Individual personalities were to channel the development of the islands
in succeeding centuries as will be shown but by the eleventh century the
Norse influence was sufficient to provide the momentum for continued

expansion,

Various earls succeeded Rognvald I and, almost a century
later, his namesake was responsible for the next major development,

that of the cathedral dedicated to St, Magnus,

Towards the beginning of the twelfth century Magnus
returned to the islands £rom the Scottish court to claim his share of
the earldom from his cousin, Hakon, The saintly Magnus, having refused
to fight with Hakon, left to visit the English court of Henry I, returning
the following year with warships armed, The councillors, however,
brought about a reconciliation between the cousins and this was to be
finalised at Egilshay in Easter week, each earl coming with two ships
and an equal number of men, Hakon, however, summoned a greater force
and Magnus, knowing himself to be outnumbered, went to the church to
pray before placing himself at Hakon's mercy, When they met Magnus
offered his cousin three choices: firstly, that he went south to Rome
and Jerusalem to make atonement for both their souls, swearing never
to return; secondly, that he be sent to imprisonment in Scotland, and,
lastly, that he be maimed and thrown in a dungeon for the rest of his

life, Although the Earl was satisfied with the last suggestion the



chieftains would agree to nothing short of murder and the Earl's cook
was eventually persuaded to kill Magnus, Magnus prayed and issued the

cook with orders to'.,, stand, thou before me and hew me on the head

a great wound, for it beseems not to chop off chief's heads like thieves'.13

Magnus was murdered in A,D, 1116 and Hakon, having travelled to Rome

and Jerusalem to cleanse his soul, became an excellent ruler,

Six years prior to his death Magnus' sister had married Kol ,
a Norwegian baron and vtheir son, Kali, was heir to his uncle's half of
the earldom. InA,D, 1129 King Sigurd of Norway confirmed the claim
giving Kali the title of Earl and the name of Rognvald, Hakon's surviving
son Paul, however, was allowed to remain sole earl for a number of
years before, on Kol's advice, an embassy was sent to Orkney to press
the claim, Paul refused to acknowledge the challenger and Rognvald's
messengers continued south to seek help, for the ensuing battle, among
the Scottish chiefs, Before the battle Kol gave his son the following
advice:
'...Seek help whence it is abundant, for I think that he

may grant thee thy realm Who had it by right -1

mean St, Magnus the Earl, thy uncle, I desire that,

to provide for his granting thee the ancestral lands

that are thine, and were his, thou make a vow to have

a church of stone built at Kirkwall in the Orkneys when

thou gainest that realm, so that there be not a more

magnificeht in the land; and let it be endowed so that

the foundation may increase, and that it may be brought

his relics, and with them the Episcopal Seat.,':[4 7
The vow was made firm and sure, Rognvald was successful and, without

bloodshed, Earl Paul removed to Rousay, leaving the hall at Kirkwall

for Rognvald.

Thus in A.D. 1137 St, Magnus Cathedral, the most considerable
monument erectedkduring the Norse occupation, was started, ranking
with Glasgow Cathedral as one of the two finest and most complete of ‘
the cathedral churches in Scotland (Plates 2 & 3). Kol, the earl's father,
was entrusted with the organisation of the construction of the cathedral

and it was on a site on higher ground to the south of Papdale but towards

19
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the shores of the Oyce that architects and builders gathered their
materials, It is thought likely that Kol brought his builders from
Norway although the cathedral displays nothing distinctively Norse
either in its technique or in its design, resembling rather the work

of Durham masons, This link with the south is not surprising when
one considers that Bishop William the Old, a Paris scholar then
resident in Kirkwall, would have undoubtedly seen some of the
princilie» Norman churches in France and England and that Kol

himself would probably be familiar with the recently completed
Cathedral at Stavanger, In addition, with the introduction of
Christianity to Norway English bishops had been appointed, Stavanger,
for instance, having a bishop from Winchester, and Englishmen and
Scotsmen were responsible for building a number of Norwegian churches

and abbeys,

The original design was for a cruciform Romanesque church
comprising, firstly, an aisled nave, eight bays in length; secondly,
north and south transepts, each with an east apsidiole ;15 and lastly,

a choir of three bays, terminating in a central apse and having aisles
that were square-ended externally, The choir and nave, excluding the
apse was to have been 130 feet in length, It is likely that towers were
planned at the west end of the nave aisles and above the cros sing, and
the foundations of a cloister on the south side of the nave have been
discovered, The material employed on the building is the local flagstone,
used as rubble, with dreséings of freestone from the Head of Holland,
three miles away, and from the island of Eday, The west gable,
however, is mainly red ashlar although alternate red and white bands

produce an interesting polychrome effect in the mouldings of the west

doorways,

The foundations were laid as a single operation but work on
the walls and piers commenced at the east end proceeding westward
as far as the two easterly bays of the nave aisles and the two easterly
piers of the nave arcade, The earliest masonry was built without a
plinth and external buttresses are mainly confined to the heavy south

nave wall, By the middle of the twelfth century the choir and transepts

had been completed (Fig,11),



A halt in progress followed as, by A,D, 1144, available
funds had been exhausted, Kol suggested that a bargain be sealed
between Earl Rognvald and the landowners., Since Earl Sigurd II Orkney
peasant proprietors had not been in possession of their odal rights,
having to pay a casualty to the Earl on succeeding to their heritable
property, Kol proposed that on payment of one merk16 for each
plough's land (plough-gang)17 in the area of their respective holdings
they should become freeholders enjoying the ancient odal rights
independent of the earl, Orkneyinga Saga reports that:

'eeesAll were well pleased, and thenceforward there was no lack of
money for the building of the church and it became a magnificent

1
structure’, 8

When work was resumed a Transitional style had replaced
the original Romanesque,
.. Rognvald's (Kol's) plan has served as a guide for
the entire structural development; and, with a
respect for the already existing, that is uncommon
in the Middle Ages, subsequent architects, one after
the other, have adapted their own style to that of the
founder, without, however, to any great extent
renouncing their artistic 1'.n<i{ivi<iiua1ity’.l9
The new Transitional design is found in the eastern chapels of the
transepts, built A,D, 1160 - 1200, and within the same period the
upper window in the north transept gable was rebuilt and the crossing
was thought to have been completely reconstructed, A certain amount
of conflict exists, regarding this reconstruction, Dryden and Meyer
agree that the lower part of the tower is late twelfth century, and
the upper part thirteenth century, but Kerr argues that
1,...the removal and rebuilding of such a heavy mass
of masonry as the central tower would tax the
skill of the masons of that time; and unless the
tower had fallen (which it did not) it seems unlikely
that anyone would dream of taking it down, '2,
Three theories are in vogue: the first suggestion is that the Norman

piers of the tower were re-chiselled with the Transitional mouldings;



the sccond that the old piers were encased in Transitional mouldings,
and, lastly that the original Norman piers were removed and new piexs
erected in Transitional style upon old foundations, If this latter were
the case it was a daring operation and resulted in the erection of the
existing crossing piers and arches with enough of the tower to receive
the roof ridges, This enabled a future extension to both choir and nave

to be planned,

By A.D. 1180 work on the nave had progressed as far as the
sixth bay westward from the transepts and the aisle walls had been
built up to the tops of the windows, At this stage a temporary gable

was erected to enable the completion of the six bays, (Fig.12).

By the beginning of the thirteenth century the aisle walls
and north doorway had been completed, The nave,triforium and clerestorey
had been constructed at a slightly lower level than those of the choir
and transepts and six bays of the nave and aisles were covered with
quadripartite vatults.21 The plan to include vaulting in the nave

replaced the intended open wooden roof, (Plate 4),

At this time the original scheme for the west front was
abandoned and a new design, eventually completed two centuries later,
was commenced, A similar alteration was effected on the choir,
Prior to A,D, 1250 the apse at the east end of Rognvald's choir was
removed and three bays were added with a straight east gable, Like
those in the nave the aisles were vaulted but the choir itself had an
open wooden roof, High vaults were inserted over Romanesque bays
and extended above the three new bays, Because of the change of style
the wall-heads of the older section of the choir had to be raised, The
Royal Commission Inventory states that "....architectural detail of
the new bays suggest a design by a French archif:ec’c”22 and may have

been executed in part by French masons,

The succeeding century witnessed the raising of the crossing
tower to the level of the bell chamber and the tower itself was probably

.23 .
completed with a Bartizan ~and spire (Plate 5)

By the addition of three bays to the choir the western limb

had lost its due length in proportion to the east, and when the choir



‘was nearing completion, extension to a new west gable was started to
retain the nazareth cross plan, 2 It is not known how long the temporary
west gable remained standing although Dryden concludes that the

original west wall of the nave (built in the thirteenth century in the

third style) was undisturbed and until the present gable was erected

in the fourth period, outside the old one, it was left standing,

%... A considerable time elapsed between the finishing of the
west face and the finishing of the insertion',
Meyer disagrees that the old temporary west front was left standing
after the new gable was completed and attributes the lower portion of
the west front = possibly started in A.D. 1250 - to Bishop Henry, while
the eastward extension was in progress, Although the gable was not
completed until the time of Bishop Thomas Tulloch, c. 1460, the
polychrome doorways are possibly thirteenth century, (Plate 6).
t,..The lofty west gable rises grandly from the
ground, and exhibits some later work in a glorious
triple portal of thirteenth century date, and overhead
a later traced window above which the gable is reared
skywazxd?®, 26
With the completion of this gable the two adjoining bays of the nave
and aisles were built, the work proceeding from west to east. These
bays plus that to the west of the temporary gable remain unvaulted,
the vault having been removed from the third bay. The aisle walls

were then buttressed. (Fig. 13).

The Cathedral was eventually completed some three and a
quarter centuries after its foundation. Further alterations were of
a minor character. In the sixteenth century the west external doorway
in the south aisle was replaced while mullions were inserted in the
east window of the choir, and the gablet surrounding the central doorway
in the west gable was repaired. In 1671 the spire was struck by
lightning, being replaced by a pyramidal wooden roof, The fabric having
undergohe a series of repairs and renovations, particularly in the last
century, is now experiencing major repair due to excessive movement

outwards of the west front and the two adjacent bays.
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The effect of the erection of such a structure within the
Orcadian landscape was undoubtedly dramatic. Meyer states that
'...St. Magnus Cathedral is the grandest building
in the Orkneys ......, the mightiest monument

left by the Norsemen in the west, next to
Trondhjem Cathedral the oldest momiment

of the whole of ancient Norway', 27

and Kerr admits that

'...work of this order is rare in Scotland, and in

Kirkwall we have the most successful treatment

in the country’. 28
Though one of the smallest in Britain it gives at first sight an
impression of immense size and in fact provides an important landmark
from many points in both the north and south isles,.  The length and
height have been exaggerated while the width is reduced to give the
illusion of a towering structure. In the nave the height of the vaulting
is 71 feet while the width between the pillars is less than 17 feet.
It is unusual too in the use of coloured stonework, Although there is
evidence that the interior was, at one time, covered with plaster on
which frescoes were painted, the present exposure of the red freestone
gives the Cathedral, especially with the rays of the late afternoon sun
lighting the pillars, a warmth and life of its own.

The building under the direction of Kol and later under other
architects and many bishops would have employed a large number of
men, adding greatly to the inhabitants of St. Ola.  Experienced
craftsmen were imported from other parts of Britain and the
continent and these included masons, hewers, carpenters, quarrymen
and boatmen for transportiﬁg the freestone to the Cathedral site.

It is likely, however, that all or most of the unskilled workmen would

have been recruited locally.

It is thought probable that within three or four years of the
foundation of the Cathedral, enough was built to allow its consecration
and Bishop William had the relics of St. Magnus brought from the older

cathedral in Birsay,  The Short Magnus Saga records the event



'seo Bishop William fared (from Birsay) east to
Kirkwall with a worthy company, and brought
thither the halidom of Earl Magnus, The shrine
was set on the altar that is in the church there
(St. Olaf's), The market town of Kirkwall had
then few houses, but it has since spread out much,
Thither after that fared many men and watched
there in the church at the halidom and got cured
for their ailments if they vowed to Earl Magnus
with true faith'.29
Orkneyinga Saga includes a long list of pilgrims visiting this spot and
the need for accommodation for both these visitors and the men

employed in the building operations gave an excellent start to the

growth of the town,

With the removal of the remains of St, Magnus from Birsay
to its eventual resting place near the Cathedral altar the bishopric
was transferred to the bustling town of Kirkwall, The appointment by
Bishop William of ecclesiastical officials for the Cathedral necessitated
the construction of residential buildings for them and it is likely that,
shortly after the foundations of the Cathedral had been laid, work

commenced on a Bishop's Palace some forty yards to the south,

Haakon Haakonsson's Saga relates how, on his journey north
after his defeat at the battle of Largs in October 1263, the King
reached Kirkwall and took up residence in the Bishop's Palace for the
winter, From the Saga it seems that the building consisted of a two-
storeyad hall with an adjoining chamber, The Bishop's chapel, a
separate building, is also mentioned, During the winter King Haakon
became ill and died in the chamber attached to the Palace, his body
receiving temporary burial in the Cathedral choir until it could be

removed to Bergen the following spring,

An examination of the fabric reveals, in the lower levels
at least, marked similarities to the Cathedral, The lower part of the
rectangular hall (Fig,14) is built, except for the dressed work,

entirely of regularly coursed flagstones, The narrow loopholes in the



outer wall of the Palace open towards the interior where they are
built of red and yellow freestones in alternating bands. The walls
of flagstones and dressed freestones, all carefully squared and
arranged at the quoins or angles, are identical to the masonry in the
oldest parts of the Cathedral where, as has already been noted,
polychrome decoration was a feature of the early building, the
technique culminating dramatically in the west doorways of the
thirteenth century. Other indications of twelfth century construction
are found in the occurrence of small squared holes in the outer walls.
These were for the attachment of scaffolding, on completion of the
building the wooden beams being sawn off inside and outside. Decay

of the wood has resulted in the present openings.

By 1320, however, it is recoxrded that the Bishop's Palace
was

!....for the most part in ruins!
due to neglect and alienation of the diocesan revenues. Periods of
rebuilding followed, the most important being in 1550 under Bishop
Reid and c. 1600 by Earl Patrick Stewart. The later constructions are
easily recognisable fxrom a study of the interior.  The outward
movement of the west wall necessitated the erection of large
buttresses and the upper walling was replaced. The masonry in this
section differs markedly from the basement levels. The arrangement
of stones is haphazard, the stones themselves varying in shape, size
and colour. At the quoins no attempt has been made to square off the
stones and no regulér coursing is to be seen, Remains of the vaulting

carried out by Bishop Reid in the lower floors exhibit a more regular

arrangement of stonework.

The most significant construction of the sixteenth century
under Bishop Reid is the large circular tower at the north-west corner
of the hall (Plate 7). The basement of the tower, a vaulted cellar Lit
only by three gunloops, is entered from the northmost cellar under the
hall. There is no connection between this room and the square chamber
above, the latter being approached from the main hall. This unvaulted

chamber, lit by two windows, and having a fire-place, wall-presses and



a privy was probably the Bishop's private room or solar,
Communication with the upper rooms was effected by a spiral
staircase enclosed in the wall at the south angle of the solar, The
rooms in the upper tower are similar to that on the first £loor s
except that the third floor room has no fireplace, The stair continues
up to a wall walk surrounding the square garret storey of the tower,
This defensive parapet supported on a double row of corbels, appears
to have been roofed - an extra protection against the Orcadian weather,
The well-coursed exterior masonry of the tower is punctuated with
embrasures for artillery, while facing Palace Road are two sculptural
elements (Plate 8), The right-hand one shows a shield of arms in high
relief - supposed to be those of Bishop Reid, The other sculpture is of

a bishop, his mitre resting on the low desk in front of the figure, The

whole is enclosed in a Gothic niche, the white freestone figure contrasting

with the surrounding red freestone mouldings, The style and condition
of this sculpture suggests that it is a thirteenth century creation

installed in the wall by Bishop Reid,

In 1568 the Bishop's Palace came into the possession of
Earl Robert Stewart by a deed of excambion with Bishop Bothwell,
The Episcopal Palace was reconstructed by his son, Earl Patrick
Stewart, before being transferred to Bishop James Law in 1607, The
Earl was responsible for the rearrangement of the hall and its
extension to the south, He further lowered the floor level of the hall
which necessitated a similar lowering of two fire-places and the
removal of Reid's vaulting, The hall was divided into four chambers
and the upper storey, originally containing bed chambers, was likewise

rearranged, It is likely that FEarl Patrick also provided a garret,

To the south of the hall the Earl added an extension that
originally formed an arcaded loggia of two bays with a couple of storeys
of habitable rooms above, The arcade was later built up and a window
and door were provided on the west side. The second floor of the
extension had large oriels on either side, carried on basket corbelling
similar to that found on his own Palace nearby, Gunloops were
provided in the masonry of these windows, Corbels were also introduced

in the main hall at this time to support Earl Patrick's later ceiling,
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The hall itself was only part of the Bishop's Palace, The
Sagas mention a separate chapel and the remains of a square tower
have been found to the east of Reid's round tower, Belonging to the
Agarrison side of the Palace, this tower most likely contained the Massy
More or dungeon, and has bequeathed its name to the neighbouring towex
in the form "Moosie Tower", The Official Guide to the monument
mentions in addition to the chapel, two square towers, One, called the
Mense Tower was of great size with turretted corners and was probably

used as a bishop's manse,

Passing from the north gable of the hall to one of the square
towers was the main entrance to the episcopal precinct, Known as the
Watergate, this large round~arched opening can be seen in early engraved
views of the Cathedral area, During the widening of the street in 1877,
however, the arch was removed and rebuilt in the east wall of the Palace,
The improvements wrought by Earl Patrick were of short duration as in
the rebellion of 1614 the Bishop's and Earl's Palaces were seized by the

Earl's son, Robert Stewart and were, with his removal, allowed to f£all

into decay.

The development of an ecclesiastical centre in the latter part
of the twelfth century on higher ground to the south of the original
hamlet resulted in a division of the town into two distinct districts
(Fig.15). Although it is impossible to say when this was first noted,
the separation between the bishopric settlements to the south of the
Cathedral, in what has come to be known as the Laverock, and the earl's
or king's town around the shore-line dwellings and the earl's castle, gave
rice, at a comparatively early date, to a marked functional zonation,
Thus the commercial centre continued to grow around the lagoon although

there wo\uld have been a change in emphasis from the original fishing
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economy to one embracing the crafts and skills needed for the construction

industry, Separated from this development by a wide stretch of shore

in front of the Cathedral, on which material was assembled and blocks
hewn for the building, was the ecclesiastical centre, This separation

of civil and ecclesiastical power was to be found in many Scottish towns;
in Edinburgh, for instance, existing into the nineteenth century. In

Kirkwall this division is still celebrated in the annual Ba', a football
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game commencing in front of the Cathedral and played through the
streets between teams from the upper and lower town, It is certain
that during this period Kirkwall flouriched, In the Rognvald section of
Orkneyinga Saga passages are found referring to the increase in
population and in the latter part of the twelfth century an alehouse,

frequented by leading men in the earldom, was in existence,

For the next two centuries little is known of the development
of the town, The sequence of Noxse earls continued until A,D,1231 when
a break in the male line occurred and the son of a Scotsman, an Earl of
Angus who had married the daughter of an Earl of Orkney, was recognised
by the Suzerain  as successor, The Earls of Angus continued until
A.D, 1321 when they were replaced through a similar cause by the
Stratherne line, Fifty-eight years later a third line of Scottish earls ,
the 'lordly line' of St, Clair, inherited the title, This line continued
until William Sinclair transferred his lands and rights to King James III

of Scotland in A.D, 1471,

During the last period of these Scottish earls Kirkwall Castle
was built by Earl Henry St. Clair (A.D, 1379-83), Although it is thought
to have been erected in the vicinity of the earlier residence of the Norse
earls, nothing is known of the earlier building, The St, Clair fortress
was built on the west side of the principal street, to the north-west of
the Cathedral, and was erected in order to provide the Earl with a place
of residence equal in strength to the Bishop's Palace and having
accommodation for a garrison, Under Henry II his
.. little court of Orkney was the most elegant and refined in Europe
and adorned with the official services of many proud Scottish nobles',
The castle had a reputation for great strength being described in a
letter written to Lord Binning by Lord Caithness in the following texrms:

1...It is one of the strongest houses in Britain;

for I will bring with me to your Lordship cannon bullets
broken like golf balls upon the castle, and clovin in
_ twa halfis, 132
Certainly the remains of a wall, 55 feet long by 11 feet thick, still in

existence in the nineteenth century, seem to bear witness to its solidity.
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The Rev. George Barry suggested that there was sorme
connection with the church, describing the arms and mitre engraved on
a stone on its front. Nothing is known of this association and it seems
likely that the stone, originally incorporated in an ecclesiastical building,
may have been transferred to this new situation at an unknown date.
Barry also writes that it was f... originally the ordinary residence
of the royal governors, chamberlains or farmers of these islands?, 33
The Frenchman, Bonot, was governor of the Castle when the Earldom
was held by Mary of Lorraine and after her death Michael Balfour was
appointed to the post. It later became the property of the Stewart
Earls. On the imprisonment of Earl Patrick in Dumbarton Castle, his
son, Robert Stewart, was persuaded to seize the castle on behalf of the
Earl. To put down the insurrection troops were sent north carrying
from Edinburgh castle ... ane great cannon callit Thrawn Mouthe, markit
with the porcupine, and‘ ane battering piece, markit with the saﬁ[amanc'ler'.34
The commander, the Earl of Caithness, then
1...commanded the cannoneers to shute at the Castle,
who did their part so well that by the second shot one
of the turrets upon the head of the House was pierced
and almost beaton down, to the great terroxr of the
traitors?®.
The strength of the fortress is indicated by the fact that it withstood
the siege for many weeks before being surrendered, Although an order
for the demolition of Kirkwall Castle was issued on 22nd October, 1614,
the Sheriff Court was still sitting in the building on 5th May, 1615,
However, by October, 1615, this Court had moved to the Earl's Palace
probably indicating that the Castle had been cleared away. Remains of
a wall, however, were in existence in 1865 when, in order to improve
access to the harbour, the Earl of Zetland gave permission for the site
to be levelled. A commemorative plaque was later inscribed on the front
of the Castle Hotel. Other buildings connected with the Castle and the

Earl's retainers arose on sites in the immediate vicinity of the Castle

(Plate 9).
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Undoubtedly during the three centuries following the
commencement of the Cathedral great changes had taken place in the
small settlement, With the introduction of a line of Scots earls and
the expansion of the hamlet, often with immigrant traders and artisans,
the Norse influence was considerably diluted, The great influx from
Scotland brought both cultural and economic change and many of the new
settlers were to become wealthy and influential members of the
community, Hossack recognises that the increase in population was due
largely to the presence of many immigrants who
'.eebrought with them from the outer world tastes which

could only be gratified through a maritime trade with

British and Continental ports., And the demand called

forth the supply, bringing to the front quite a number

of merchant sailors, many of whom,by commercial

enterprise, acquired wealth,‘36
The periods of bloodshed and violence under the Vikings in the early
years of the earldom had, during the centuries, been replaced by less
destructive activities, With the erection of the impressive civil and
ecclesiastical buildings the community had become organised and a

flourishing trading settlement had emexrged,

A physical expansion of the town had also occurred during
this period, Prior to the first burgh charter the dwelling houses and
business premises occupied the site between the shore of Kirkju-vagr
and the Castle. The Laverock, the second division of the town, extended
to the south and, between the two, the Cathedral with its lofty spire

kept watch over the islands, providing the focus for the isolated island
communities,

While the Norse heritage was significant well into the
eighteenth century, as the remains of odal land tenure and terminology
indicate, the arrival of the Scots was to become an increasingly
important factor in influencing the future development of the islands
generally and Kirkwall in particular, In the succeeding centuries a
pattern of feudal ownership was to become established, .especially under
the Stewart Earls, and with the impignor ation of the islands in A,D,1468

the community as a whole was to become increasingly dependent on



contact with the Kingdoms to the south for its continued

livelihood,
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CHAPTER I

By the marriage contract of A.D. 1468 Christian I s King of
three Scandinavian countries, pledged sovereign rights and possessions
in the islands as the dowry of his daughter, Princess Margaret, who
was betrothed to King James ITl of Scotland. The dowry was sct at
60000 Rhenish florins1 but because of monetary difficulties Christian
could provide only 2000 floxins, Thus in 1468 the impignoration of
Orkney took place for the sum of 50000 florins and, a year later,
Shetland was pawned for the balance of the dowry. The wording of the
charter states that ’

I...We, Christian, King of Norway... give, grant, pledge,
and place under sure hypotheczand mortgage, likeas
we have mortgaged all the sundry rights, services and
their just pertinents, lawfully belonging to us and our
predecessors the Kings of Norway‘.3
and was a temporary transaction giving James rights over the King's

property, not the earldom, bishopric or udallers' lands.

James did not find this situation at all satisfactory as all
his rights would need to be relinquished should King Christian pay the
balance due on his daughter®s dowry. Moreover, the Orkneys were of
strategic importance due to their proximity to Scotland and, therefore,

it was desirable to obtain a securer footing than the marriage contract
permitted.
Thus by a series of transactions in 1470-71 the Crown of
Scotland
t,..in exchange of certain lands in Fife and a pension
of 40 merks, acquired from Earl William an
irredeemable title to the Earldom estate and
jus Comitatus Orchadie.? 4
This excambion took place despite the fact that a clause in the document,
relating to the installation of Henry Sinclair and his successor William
Sinclair as earl, forbade the alienation or sale of the Earldom of Orkney
and Loxdship of Shetland ‘... or lands ox islands belonging to the said

earldom/!.



Thus two years after the marriage the King became Earl of Oxkney
holding all its ancient estates and rights - a position which could not

be altered even if the dowry was paid,

About the same time James arranged to have the bishopric
of the islands transferred from the metropolitan Sece of Trondhjem
to St, Andrews in Scotland - a move undoubtedly encouraged by the
series of Scottish bishops appointed to Orkney at this date. The King

thus gained whatever privileges the See yielded to the Crown,

There were many advantages to be gained from these
transactions, Scotland became the largestlandowner in the Orkneys
and Shetlands and could benefit from the revenues of the rich estates
and reduce the Norse influence that had disturbed the peace within the
north and west of Scotland in previous centuries, In addition, however,
the King was relieved of the balance of a debt owing to Norway for the
lease of the Western Isles, By the Treaty of Perth, 1266, Scotland
paid the Annual of Norway, a yearly rental of 100 merks, but this was

cancelled and substantial arrears were wiped out by the marriage,

The stage was then set for the charter which appeared in
1486 whereby James erected the town of Kirkwall into a Royal burgh,
The document confirmed to the 'Provost, Baillies, Council and
Community of our Burgh and City of Kirkwall'a number of gifts of
lands but opens with preliminary des criptive passages,
1...For as muckle as we are really informed that there
is no burgh or town within these islands of Orkney
but our said burgh or city of Kirkwall',
and considering
' it is for the present almost undone by the foreigners,
extraneous forestallers and merchants that cometh
from all parts, not being burgesses of the said burgh,
and buys and sells all sorts of commoditys as freely in

thesaid islands as any freeman, burgesses of our said
burgh or city doeth’.

The charter continues:
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'‘We of new again erect all an haill our said Burgh
and City of Kirkwall and that part thereof called
the Laverock, with all and sundry houses, biggings,
tenements, ways, places, oyss (wherein the sea
flows), yards, tofts, crofts, quoys, milns, milnlands,
multures, sequels, lochs, watergangs, kirks, chappels,
schools, lying within the territory thereof with an free
port and haven, in an full Burgh Royal',
A number of lands in the parish of St, Ola were conveyed to Kirkwall
viz, St; Catherines Quoys, Carness, ground between Carness and

Weyland, Kirkwall Hill and Wideford Hill, but excluding Weyland and
Papdale,

The confirmation includes:

'all and Haill the Kirk called 5t, Magnus Kirk, and all
other kirks, chappels and chapplandries, schools, yards
yr'of, right of patronage within our said Burgh, and all
and sundry lands belonging to the said kirks, chappels,
chapplandries and schools, provided to the same in q'tsor
manner or way, alse well lyand without burgh as within
the samin; with full power to the said Provost, Bailies
and Council of the said Burgh, and their successors,

to intromit, uplift and receive the same, duties of the

said lands, and to sett and raise the same in all tyme coming',

A number of powers of administration and legislation were
granted to the Towh Council, These included weekly markets, annual
fairs,7 and the power of 'Pitt and Gallows'; with customs and shore
dues, The Council itself was to comprise a Provost, four bailies,
dean of guild, a treasurer and council of 15 burgesses. The burgesses,
as was normal in royal burghs, were given the full rights of trade in
merchandise of all kinds and to export and import freely, Power was
also given to the Council to receive within the burgh 'baxters, brewers,
fishers, fleshers, taylors, cordinars, websters, wakers, smiths,
wrights, carpenters, masons' and other artificers and craftsmen to
use their respective crafts. Also a tolbooth and prison-house had to be

built, together with a Mercate cross and throne ox tron (official
3



weighing machine). It was this restriction of foreign trading to the

burgesses that was to cause a violent dispute between Kirkwall and the

younger settlement of Stromness in 1755,

There were, however, a number of reservations in the
Charter, in particular:

(a) the right to cut peats for their own use was reserved
to the tenants of bishopric lands around Kirkwall i.e,
Weyland, Grain, Hatston, Yairsay and Saverock,

(b) the King and his successors reserved the Castle of
Kirkwall and its contents, and

(c) the Bishop?s Palace was reserved to the Bishop of
Orkney and Shetland.

-In recent centuries the Church of Scotland has questioned the
legality of ownership of St, Magnus Cathedral by the Town Council of
Kirkwall, The transfer of the magnificent church, originally the
property of Earl Rognvald and endowed by him, to the burgh may seem
strange. However, up to the impignoration the Cathedral undoubtedly
remained in the possession of the earl and was passed down to Earl
William Sinclair as part of the earldom property. Thus with the
excambion the Cathedral passed to King James III and he had either to
keep the administration of the building and its rich endowments in his
own hands or convey it to some responsible body. With the formation
of the Royal buxgh in 1486 it was natural, therefore, that the newly
created town council should take all the responsibility for the Cathedral.
For maintenance of the merﬁoxial church a number of lands were also
conveyed to the burgh viz: Glaitness, St. Catherine's Quoys, Butquoy,
Rowisquoy, Quoyangrie, Quoybanks, Hornersquoy, Soulisquoy,
Pickaquoy, Andersquoy, Mudisquoy and the lands of the Prebend of
St. John.

In the succeeding two centuries confirmation of the 1486
charter was necessary, principally because of trespass. Bishop Reid,
for instance, seized the revermes of the Preébendary of St. John from
the burgh in the mid-sixteenth century. In 1536 a Charter of
Confirmation was given by King James V. At this date, in addition

36



to the attempts made to remove certain lands and privileges from the
burgh, there were encroachments on the trading privileges and those
that affected
'oothe yearly rents and profits of all their common good
eeeeas well as their quoys, rights of patronage, prebendaries
«essdetained and withholden from them by some of the

inhabitants within the said island of Orkney'.,8

At the Scottish Reformation in 1560 the greater part of
the Church's wealth was confiscated by the Crown or portioned out
among aristocratic laymen, leaving inadequate stipends for the Reformed
minis ters, This insufficiency was partly made up by the appropriation
of Kirkland revenues to which the Bishopric was not entitled, It is,
however, not clear whether it was the bishops or Earl Robert Stewart
who deprived Kirkwall of St, Catherine's Quoys and other lands in St,
Ola which, by the original charters, belonged to the burgh,

A few years after the Reformation Queen Mary gave her
husband, the Earl of Bothwell, the title of Duke of Orkney, After
Bothwell's flight, the title was bestowed on Mary's half-brother,

Lord Robert Stewart, who was to hold the lands belonging to the earl,
king and bishop, Earl Robert was in a position to confiscate many
Kirkwall properties as he held the abbacy of Holyrood which he bartered
with Bishop Bothwell for the temporalities of the Bishopric of Orkaey,
During his earldom he also became Provost of Kirkwall and dared to

declare himself the Superior of the Royal Burgh,

Such was the influence of the first Stewart Earl that the
islanders came together in the sixteenth century to list the oppressions
endured under Earl Robert. There were a number of complaints,
viz: that the Earl had

(1) raised the rents to the limits of the tenants' endurance

(11) oppressed the churchmen and others into compulsory

surrender of their lands and rights
(111) suppressed burghal liberties of Kirkwall and burned
its archives

(1v) aggravated the evils of odal subdivision by extending

the sister's part to a share even of the Head Bu',



(V) abolished odal mills on every burn and astricted
all to his own mille with new Scottish burdens,

(V1) claimed the whole commonties, fisheries and sea
beach and punished all use of them by native or
s tranger as a trespass,

and  (VI1) laid heavy tolls or customs on nurmerous fleets of

Dutch fishermen and Norwegian traders whose traffic
to and from the islands interfered with his own
monopoly, and found other illicit profits in the sale
of remis sions for crimes, permissions for single
combat, and licences for exclusive traffic, in
s ecret encouragement and partnership with pirates
and in prohibiting assistance to wrecks as an

infringement of his pretended droits of Admiralty, ?

Little could be done to improve the situation and undex
Patrick, the Earl's son, the oppressions continued, The complications
of land ownership were not eased by the excambion in 1614 between
Bishop Law and King James V1 of lands in Holm, Orphir, Stromness,
Sandwick, Shapinsay, Walls , Hoy and parts of St, Ola, Because of this
exchange, supposedly initiated to rationalise the division of land within
the islands, the Royal Burgh was left with only two quoys - Soulisquoy
and Mudiesquoy ~ of the original gift of a dozen, but Kirkwall and

Wideford Hills together with some other uncultivated lands likewise

escaped appropriation,

On the death of James VI his successor, Charles I, appears
to have assumed the title of Earl of Orkney but during the Commonwealth
in the mid~seventeenth century a further attempt was made to deprive

Kirkwall of its early charters and rights as a Royal Burgh,

William, Earl of Morton, not satisfied with the powers and

revenues granted by Charles I in a lease of the Earldom and Crown
estates of Orkney and Shetland, coveted thos e of the Royal burgh which

were outside his lease. He thus harassed the Town Council for eight

years putting the inhabitants to enormous expense, having them charged
before the Privy Council as rebels and deprived of their municipal rights,

Moxrton was a royalist and thus with the establishment of the
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Commonwealth under Cromwell he invited a continental force under the

Marquiss of Montrose to Orkney in an attempt at restoring Charles II
to the throne, Together with a kinsman, Loxd Kinnoul, Montrose
brought his troops north in 1650 and succeeded in enlisting c, 2000
Orcadians to the cause, With the defeat of Montrose's army Cromwell's
troops were quartered upon the burgh, The magistrates and town council
then '..0e. ceased at once to discharge their duties, They seem to have
refused to assess the people, or exert any authority whatever'.lo The
persecution was so severe that, in 1657, the Burgesses resolved to petition
Cromwell for recognition of the burgh rights, Cromwell reacted favour~-
ably and Bailie Patrick Craigie was sent to Edinburgh in the following year
to look after the interest of the burgh, In 1658 ~ 59 Provost Craigie
discovered proof of the burgh rights in the ancient charters and Charles II
issued a Charter of Confirmation in 1661, This document confirmed

'seeo all other charters, infeftments, precepts and

instruments of sasine, new donations, concessions,

mortifications and acts of donation, and all other

writings, rights, titles and securities .eecce

of whatsoever nature'
granted to the burgh together with 'profits, commodities and possessions'11
enjoyed because of the previous charters, Emphasis was placed on the
legality of the delivery of stone and 'verge'lz at the market cross as a

seisin for house property sales and land transactions, and the reservations

affecting the Bishop's Palace and bishopric lands were confirmed,

This charter enraged Morton to such an extent that on 11th June,
1662, he petitioned the Privy Council to suppress Kirkwall Corporation,
accusing the magistrates of supporting Cromwell, Moxrton's influence at
Court was strong and a decree was issued by Parliament commanding the
burgesses and inhabitants of the Orcadian capital to cease exercising 'css

any of the jurisdictions or powexr belonging or proper to a burgh royal or

burgh of regality until their right and jurisdiction was cleared and de01ded'

and summoning seven leadmg citizens to appear before Parliament,
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Provost Craigie, however, managed at last to persuade the
Loxds of Treasury to issue an order prohibiting the troublesome Earl
of Morxton from interfering with the town of Kirkwall, or the rights
of any of the inhabitants. The dispute ended in the *Extract Act of
Ratification in favour of the Burgh of Kirkwall® issued by Parliament
in 1670. The original charters of theRoyal Burgh were confirmed
although no attempt was made to restore the lost revenues. Also
contained within the document was a declaration making legal the
appropriation by the bishopric of church lands and endowments
originally set aside for the maintenance of the Cathedral. The burgh
had won but its loss of land and revenues was to cause problems in

later years especially regarding Cathedral maintenance.

In Rognvald’s original vow prior to his battle with Earl Paul
over his claim to the earldom he pledged to

... let it (the Cathedral) be endowed so that the

foundation may increase!
and with the erection of the town into a Royal Burgh in 1486 a dozen
quoys plus the lands of the Prebend of St. John were granted to provide
the revenues for the maintenance of the Cathedral fabric, As has been
mentioned, during the succeeding centuries these lands were to be taken
from the burgh by both the holders of the earldom and bishopric. The
appropriation of the Prebend of St. John took place c. 1544. On the
reconstruction of the Cathedral Chapter Bishop Reid managed to divert
the revenues of this Prebend from the magistrates putting it to use in
the support of the ministers of Kirkwall congregation. The bishop and
bishopric estates were thus relieved of the burden of the payment of
these stipends. Reid introduced seven new dignitaries to his Chapter,
and appointed seven prebendaries, thirteen chaplains, six choristers
and a sacristan, the residences of these officials being in the Laverock
close to the Cathedral. InReid's charter the burgh of Kirkwall appears
to have had its responsibility for the church limited to the upkeep of
the nave, the bishop having control over the choir. Mention is also made
of the Prebend of St. Mary and it is possible that the reverues from land

in the parishes of Evie and Rendall, that formed this Prebend, went
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towards the upkeep of the roof and windows of St. Magnus,

In spite of the removal of lands from the burgh, with Reid's
new scheme of administration it may be argued that the endowments
were placed on a clear and proper footing for the first time, As has
already been shown, Reid was also responsible for the extension of
building work throughout the burgh, In addition to the work in the nave
of the Cathedral he is reputed to have decorated

'the Entry with a Magnificent Porch'ls,

When the ancient Norse church of St, Olaf was destroyed by fire Reid
organised the reconstruction of the parish church presumably on the
former site in Papdale and also renovated the collapsing Bishop's
Palace, adding the round tower that dominates Palace Road to the
north~west angle of the hall, In James III's original charter mention
is found among the many quoys and buildings conveyed to Kirkwall of
'schools, yards yr'of' and by 1536, the date of the first Charter of
Confirmation, this had expanded to 'grammar school'. This early
venture into the field of education, accompanying as it did the influx
of learned dignitaries of the church, is not surprising, However, it was
Bishop Reid who put the grammar school on a proper footing erecting
...a large Court of Houses to be a Colledge for the instructing of the
youth of this countrey in Grammar and 131'1ilosophy'.1

This group of buildings is situated in Palace Road to the west of Reid's

Palace and tower,

Although on his death in 1558 Bishop Reid left much unfinished
work his contribution to the expansion of the burgh is not insignificant,
Two years later, in 1560, Parliament abolished Catholicism as the state
religion, and confiscated the bishopric estates leaving only thirds of

benefices, including the Prebends, for the support of the reformed

clergy, Because of the sudden removal of funds at the Reformation the

parish of St, Magnus which had only recently been formed to serve the
burgh having the Cathedral as its parish church was united with the

ancient parish of St, Ola. The Cathedral became the church for the
united parishes and the ancient foundation of St, Olaf was allowed to
fall into decay. This union of adjacent parishes took place throughout

Orkney at this period and in the west Mainland the parish of Stromness
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was joined with Sandwick, The reduction in the number of parish

ministers from eighteen to nine facilitated the distribution of the

meagre funds,

Bothwell succeeded Reid and was the last bishop in possession
of the Palace, a building made laxgely uninhabitable due to Reid’s
unfinished reconstruction, This bishop, however, required to spend
much time in Edinburgh where he had a laxge mansion and so the
excambion, previously mentioned between Bothwell and Earl Robert
Stewart, occurred giving that Earl rights to the bishopric, It was not
until Earl Patrick Stewart succeeded to the earldom in 1591 that the
Bishop's Palace was renovated and extended once more and the Newark

in the Yards, now known as the Earl's Palace, was commenced.

With the renewal of episcopacy in 1600 Law was named Bishop
but on returning to the diocese he found the palace of his predecessors
in ruinsand the church revenues in secular hands. On 21st January, 1607,
a contract was drawn up before the Bishop and Earl Patrick by which
Law is given the Newark in the Yards and Patrick Stewart

t... binds himself to make the said house water thight and

. 17
wind thight, and commodiously habitable?.

and to hand it over to the Bishop before October Ist, By this contract
Law resigned the whole of the bishopric lands and rents in Orkney and

Shetland to the Earl for an annual payment of 4000 merks.

With the imprisonment of Earl Patrick in Dumbarton Castle
and the siege of Kirkwall Castle held by the earl's son, Robert, the King
confiscated Patrick Stewart's estates and Law gave up the old bishopric
lands, In 1614 King James VI issued a charter to Bishop Law by which

the excambion between the estates was arranged to guarantee succeeding
bishops an annual income of 8000 merks.

Taw soon left for Glasgow and was replaced by Bishop Graham

on the 24th August, 1615, By this time he was able to state

¢... Quhen I receivit the bishopric I receivit the house, 1\/\srlth some guid

plenishing of beds and buirds, sick as the Earle hade.*

Bishop Graham kept a garrison in the Palace and erected the first

private seat in the Cathedral together with a gallery for his family in

the south-east of the choir.
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By 1633, however, the maintenance of the Cathedral had

become a problem once more. In an Act of Parliament

‘...0ure Soverane Lord and Estates of Parliament
Hes Remittit and recommendit And remits and
recommends

Ttem - Ane article givin in Parliament desyring
that the bodie of the cathedral kirk of Ozxknay

be upholdin and mainteined be some competent
meanes To be assignit out of the King's patrimonie
for that effect seeing the same was uphaldin by the
Erle of Orknay of befor; And that the Bishope of
Orknay and his successors be ordainit to uphald the
quire of the said