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i s  s a i d  t o  hav e  d i e d  i n  a n  a sy lu m ,  f rom  t h e  e f f e c t s  

o f  d r i n k ,  when she  was a b o u t  s i x t y .  The p a t i e n t  i s  

one  o f  a  l a r g e  f a m i l y ,  a l l  o f  whom d i e d  o f  p h t h i s i s  

u n d e r  t h e  ag e  o f  tw e n ty  e x c e p t  two s i s t e r s  an d  one 

b r o t h e r .  One o f  t h e  s i s t e r s  i s  s t r o n g  an d  h e a l t h y ;  

t h e  o t h e r  h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  d e l i c a t e  a n d  s u f f e r s  f ro m  

n e r v o u s n e s s  a n d  f a i n t i n g  a t t a c k s .  The b r o t h e r  i s  a  

m a r t y r  t o  a s th m a .

P r e v i o u s  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  P a t i e n t . -  Prom t h e  ag e  

o f  one  y e a r  u n t i l  sh e  was f o u r t e e n  t h e  p a t i e n t  was 

a n  i n m a t e  o f  L o r d  K i n n a i r d ' s  S c h o o l  i n  W es tb o u rn e  

G rove ,  a n d  t h e r e  she  l e a r n e d  h e r  l e s s o n s  w e l l  b u t  

was s a i d  t o  be t r o u b l e s o m e ;  she  was d e l i c a t e ,  c h i l d ­

i s h ,  and  m i s c h i e v o u s ;  she  d i d  n o t  c a r e  f o r  p l a y ,  

a n d  i f  she  d i d  p l a y  she  g o t  w i l d  an d  e x c i t e d .  At 

t h e  ag e  o f  s e v e n  s h e  b eg a n  t o  m e n s t r u a t e ;  t h e  d i s ­

c h a r g e  was s c a n t y ,  i t  a p p e a r e d  e v e ry  two weeks ,  and  

was f r e q u e n t l y  a t t e n d e d  w i t h  p a i n  an d  w i t h  s y n c o p a l  

a t t a c k s .

A f t e r  l e a v i n g  s c h o o l  she  went i n t o  d o m e s t i c  

s e r v i c e  a n d  r e m a in e d  i n  h e r  f i r s t  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  

e l e v e n  y e a r s .  She was n o t  m i s c h i e v o u s ,  b u t  t o o k  a  

g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  g a r d e n i n g ,  c a r p e n t r y ,  a n d  man*s 

work g e n e r a l l y .  Her  h e a l t h  was f a i r l y  good  d u r i n g  

t h i s  t i m e ,  b u t  she  c o n t i n u e d  s u b j e c t  t o  s y n c o p a l  

a t t a c k s  a t  t h e  p e r i o d s ,  and  on two o c c a s i o n s  sh e  

was l a i d  u p ,  f i r s t  w i t h  d i p h t h e r i a ,  an d  n e x t  w i t h



r h e u m a t i c  f e v e r .  F o r  the .  l a t t e r  i l l n e s s  she  went 

i n t o  St George* s H o s p i t a l  a n d  she  made a  good r e ­

c o v e r y .  W h i le  i n  St  G e o r g e ' s  she  l o s t  h e r  v o i c e ,  

b u t  i t  r e t u r n e d  u n d e r  F a r a d i s m .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d s  

she  a p p e a r s  t o  hav e  l e f t  h e r  f i r s t  s i t u a t i o n ,  and  

s h e  was n e v e r  a b l e  t o  s e t t l e  l o n g  i n  a n o t h e r .

I n  1 882 ,  she  e n t e r e d  Lambeth  I n f i r m a r y  owing 

t o  l o s s  o f  p o w e r  i n  t h e  body and  l i m b s .  She was 

u n a b l e  t o  t u r n  h e r s e l f  i n  bed ,  n o r  c o u l d  sh e  f e e d  

h e r s e l f ,  a n d  t h e  stomach-pump h a d  t o  be em ployed.

At t i m e s  sh e  l o s t  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  and  d u r i n g  one 

s u c h  a t t a c k  she  was t h o u g h t  t o  be d e a d ,  an d  was, 

s h e  s t a t e s ,  l a i d  o u t  f o r  b u r i a l  ( c a t a l e p s y ) .  A f t e r  

b e i n g  i n  t h e  Lambeth  i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  two y e a r s ,  she  

became u n m a n a g e a b le  a n d  was removed t o  L e a v e s d e n  

Asylum. H ere  she  was k e p t  f o r  s i x  weeks a n d  a g a i n  

r e t u r n e d  t o  Lambeth ,  b e i n g  d i s c h a r g e d  f rom  t h e r e  i n  

two weeks " c u r e d " .

I n  1886 ,  she  went i n t o  P a d d i n g t o n  Workhouse f o r  

t r o u b l e  i n  h e r  mouth ,  c a u s e d  by c u t t i n g  a  t h i r d  s e t  

o f  t e e t h .  T h ese  h a d  t o  be  e x t r a c t e d  u n d e r  c h l o r o ­

form ,  and  she  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  b r o u g h t  on 

a t t a c k s  o f  c o n v u l s i o n s  w i t h  u n c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  t h a t  

sh e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  b i t  h e r  to n g u e  i n  t h e  a t t a c k s ,  a n d  

t h a t  sh e  h a d  t o  be  t i e d  i n  bed .  F a r a d i s m  d i d  h e r  

good,  and  a f t e r  s i x  w e e k ' s  r e s i d e n c e ,  she  was d i s ­

c h a r g e d  w e l l ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  l e f t  s i d e  o f  t h e  body
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r e m a i n e d  c o l d ,  an d  she  f r e q u e n t l y  l o s t  a l l  f e e l i n g  

i n  t h e  l e f t  l e g .

H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  P r e s e n t  I l l n e s s . -  On O c t o b e r  

2 2 n d ,  1887 ,  she  was f r i g h t e n e d  by a  v i c i o u s  d o g , a n d ,  

a s  s h e  was m e n s t r u a t i n g  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  h e r  p e r i o d i c a l  

s y n c o p a l  a t t a c k s  became w orse  t h a n  u s u a l .  Two d a y s  

a f t e r  t h e  f r i g h t ,  she  h a d  one o f  t h e s e  f a i n t i n g  a t ­

t a c k s  w h i l e  c l e a n i n g  t h e  s t a i r s ,  an d  sh e  f e l l  t o  

t h e  b o t t o m ,  where  sh e  r e m a in e d  u n c o n s c i o u s  f o r  more 

t h a n  a n  h o u r .  On r e g a i n i n g  h e r  s e n s e s ,  t h e  l e f t  

s i d e  was " a l l  gone"  an d  s t i f f .  She was t a k e n  t o  

S t  T h o m a s ' s  H o s p i t a l  i n  a cab ,  and  p l a c e d  u n d e r  t h e  

c a r e  o f  Dr B r i s t o w e .  The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  c o n d e n s e d  

fo rm  o f  t h e  n o t e s  t h e n  made a s  t o  h e r  c o n d i t i o n l -

f l e n e r a l  A p p e a r a n c e . -  The p a t i e n t  i s  p a l e ,  

f a i r l y  w e l l  n o u r i s h e d ,  an d  n o t  o b v i o u s l y  emo­

t i o n a l .  She c o m p la in s  o f  c r a m p - l i k e  p a i n  i n  

t h e  back- and  s t i f f n e s s  o f  t h e  l e f t  arm an d  l e g .

M u s c l e s . -  The l e f t  arm i s  r i g i d  a n d  ex ­

t e n d e d  i n  a  s t r a i g h t  l i n e .  The f o r e - f i n g e r  i s  

e x t e n d e d  a n d  t h e  thumb r e s t s  u p o n  i t ,  w h i l e  t h e  

t h r e e  u l n a r  f i n g e r s  a r e  f i r m l y  b e n t  i n t o  t h e  

palm; t h e  h a n d  e x a c t l y  r e s e m b l e s  t h a t  u s e d  i n  

p r i n t i n g  t o  c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  a  n o t e .  C o n s i d e r ­

a b l e  pow er  i s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  p a s s i v e  movement 

b u t  no p a i n  i s  c a u s e d  t h e r e b y .  The l e f t  l e g  

i s  somewhat r i g i d  a t  t h e  h i p  and  k n e e ,  b u t  t h e
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a n k l e  i s  f r e e l y  m o v a b le .  I t  i s  w eak e r  t h a n  t h e  

r i g h t  l e g ,  b u t  s t i l l  h a s  a  f a i r  amount o f  power.

R e f l e x e s . -  A l l  t h e  s u p e r f i c i a l  r e f l e x e s  

a r e  p r e s e n t .  The k n e e  j e r k s  a r e  e x a g g e r a t e d ,  

b u t  e q u a l ;  t h e r e  i s  no a n k l e  c l o n u s .

Common s e n s a t i o n .  -  On t h e  l e f t  s i d e ,  t h e  

t r u n k  an d  l i m b s  a r e  q u i t e  a n a e s t h e t i c  a n d  a n a l ­

g e s i c  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  s o l e  o f  t h e  

f o o t  a n d  t h e  s p a c e  b e tw e e n  t h e  c o s t a l  m a r g i n  

a n d  t h e  p e l v i c  r im .  The c o n j u n c t i v a  o f  t h e  

l e f t  eye, an d  t h e  s o f t  p a l a t e  and  t h e  p h a r y n x  

on b o t h  s i d e s ,  a r e  s e n s i t i v e ,  b u t  t h e  l e f t  h a l f  

o f  t h e  t o n g u e  and  t h e  mucous membrane o f  t h e  

l e f t  s i d e  o f  t h e  m o u th  a r e  a n a e s t h e t i c .

S p e c i a l  S e n s e s . -  Smell  a n d  t a s t e  a r e  l o s t  

on t h e  l e f t  s i d e ,  b u t  p r e s e n t  on t h e  r i g h t *  

H e a r i n g  i s  n o t  v e r y  a c u t e ,  b u t  i s  p r e s e n t  on 

b o t h  s i d e s .  T h e re  i s  b l i n d n e s s ,  e x c e p t  t o  t h e  

p e r c e p t i o n  o f  b r i g h t  l i g h t ,  o f  t h e  l e f t  eye 

a n d  o f  t h e  t e m p o r a l  h a l f  o f  t h e  r i g h t  ey e .

T h e re  i s  no d i s t u r b a n c e  o f  e o l o u r - v i s i o n *  The 

p u p i l s  a r e  r a t h e r  s m a l l ,  b u t  a r e  e q u a l  a n d  

a c t  i v e .

F a c i a l  m u s c l e s . -  T h e re  i s  no w eak n ess  

i n  t h e  m u s c l e s  o f  t h e  ey e ,  f a c e ,  o r  t o n g u e .

The p a t i e n t  o n l y  r e m a in e d  i n  St Thomas’ s 

f o r  t h r e e  days  an d  i r r m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  sh e  

h a d  a n  a t t a c k  o f  f a i n t i n g  i n  t h e  s t r e e t ,  b u t  r e -



c o v e r e d  a n d  v e n t  home i n  a  cab t o  h e r  s i t u a t i o n ,  

v h e r e  she  r e m a in e d  t i l l  May 2 6 th ,  1888.  On t h i s  

d a t e  she  e n t e r e d  St  M ary’ s H o s p i t a l ,  c o m p l a i n i n g  o f  

w e ak n e s s  an d  cramp o f  t h e  l e f t  s i d e .  She was p l a c e d  

u n d e r  t h e  c a r e  o f  Dr L e e s ,  and  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  n o t e s  

o f  h e r  c a s e  were m a d e ; -

"The p a t i e n t  i s  somewhat d u l l  an d  v a c a n t  

i n  a p p e a r a n c e ,  b u t  i s  r a t i o n a l  and  a n s w e rs  

q u e s t i o n s .  The l e f t  arm and  t h e  l e f t  l e g  a r e  

i n  a  s t a t e  o f  t o n i c  c o n t r a c t i o n ;  t h e  l e g  o n ly  

became a f f e c t e d  on t h e  way t o  h o s p i t a l .  The 

s u p e r f i c i a l  r e f l e x e s  a r e  good;  t h e  t d c h e  c e r e ­

b r a l  i s  e a s i l y  o b t a i n e d .  The l e f t  k n e e - j e r k  

i s  a lm o s t  l o s t ,  w h i l e  t h e  r i g h t  i s  much 

e x a g g e r a t e d .

"The r i g h t  s i d e  i s  h y p e r a e s t h e t i c  a l l  

o v e r ,  p a i n  b e i n g  e l i c i t e d  by a  t a p  o f  t h e  f i n ­

g e r .  The l e f t  s i d e  i s  a n a e s t h e t i c  f rom h e a d  

t o  f o o t  an d  d e v o i d  o f  m u s c u l a r  s e n s i b i l i t y .

"The s p e c i a l  s e n s e s  ( s m e l l ,  v i s i o n ,  t a s t e  

an d  h e a r i n g )  a r e  a l l  a b s e n t  on t h e  l e f t  s i d e .  

M oreover ,  t h e  r i g h t  eye h a s  a c o n t r a c t e d  w h i t e  

l i g h t  f i e l d ,  w i t h  no f i e l d  f o r  g r e e n  and  p r a c ­

t i c a l l y  none f o r  r e d .

"T here  i s  a  m arked  o v a r i a n  p a i n  t o  p r e s ­

s u r e  on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e ,  and  a t  t h e  same t im e  

t h e r e  i s  a  f e e l i n g  o f  a b a l l  i n  t h e  t h r o a t  and
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t h e  l e f t  l e g  becomes f l e x e d  and  p a i n f u l , "

The p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t  i s  n o t  v e r y  p a r ­

t i c u l a r l y  n o t e d  a t  St M a r y ' s ,  b u t  on J u n e  1 s t ,  1888 ,  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i t e m  a p p e a r s : -

"The p a t i e n t  s a y s  t h a t  when h e r  f r i e n d s  

came t o  s e e  h e r  y e s t e r d a y ,  t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  b e ­

came a n a e s t h e t i c  f o r  a  s h o r t  t im e  a n d  t h e  r i g h t  

arm g o t  c o n t r a c t e d  l i k e  t h e  l e f t ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e  

c o n t r a c t i o n  d i s a p p e a r e d  on t h e  arm b e i n g  ru b b e d .  

The o t h e r  p a t i e n t s  c o n f i r m  h e r  s t a t e m e n t .  The 

p a t i e n t  f e e l s  t h e  p r i c k  o f  a  p i n  t h i s  m o rn in g  

on t h e  l e f t  h an d  a n d  up t h e  arm f o r  t h r e e  

i n c h e s ;  a l s o  f o r  an  i n c h  o r  two above  t h e  elbow. 

T h e r e  i s  a n a e s t h e s i a  on t h e  back  o f  t h e  r i g h t  

h a n d . "

On J u n e  1 3 t h ,  1883, a  f u r t h e r  n o t e  a p p e a r s : -

*A m agnet  was p l a c e d  i n  t h e  p a t i e n t ’ s bed
t

by h e r  l e f t  s i d e ;  she  went to  s l e e p ,  and ,  

d u r i n g  s l e e p ,  t h e  a n a e s t h e s i a  s h i f t e d  o v e r  t o  

t h e  r i g h t  s i d e ,  l e a v d n g  t h e  l e f t  s i d e  q u i t e  

l im p  an d  s e n s i t i v e .  On t h e  magnet  b e i n g  p u t  

on t h e  l e f t  s i d e  i t  seems t o  draw t h e  a n a e s ­

t h e s i a  and  c o n t r a c t i o n  away from t h e  r i g h t  

s i d e  an d  back  t o  t h e  l e f t . ”

The d a t e  on which  t h e  p a t i e n t  was d i s c h a r g e d  i s  n o t  

g i v e n ,  b u t  t h e  r e s u l t  i s  p u t  down a s  " r e l i e v e d . "



F o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  St M a r y ' s ,  t h e  

p a t i e n t  was a t  s e r v i c e ,  b u t  f rom  1891 t o  1893 she  

was a n  in m a te  f o r  s h o r t  p e r i o d s  o f  M id d le s e x  

H o s p i t a l ,  M a ry le b o n e  I n f i r m a r y ,  a n d  C l e v e l e n d  S t .  

S i c k  Asylum, s u f f e r i n g  f rom w eakness  o f  t h e  l e f t  

s i d e  and  o c c a s i o n a l  c o n v u l s i v e  a t t a c k s .  I n  May,1394 

sh e  was m a r r i e d ,  and  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  o v e r  a  y e a r  

f rom  t h i s  d a t e  she  h a d  v e r y  good h e a l t h ,  b e i n g  f r e e  

f rom  a t t a c k s  a n d  t r o u b l e d  v e r y  l i t t l e  w i t h  s t i f f ­

n e s s .  She h a s  one c h i l d ,  which was b o r n  on March 4, 

1895 ,  a n d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  O c t o b e r  she  h a d  a  m i s ­

c a r r i a g e  a t t e n d e d  w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  h a e m o r rh a g e .  

D u r in g  r e c o v e r y ,  h e r  c h i l d  was s n a t c h e d  ou t  o f  h e r  

a rm s ;  h e r  l e f t  w r i s t  was i n j u r e d ,  and  t h e  s t i f f n e s s  

h a s  b e e n  worse  s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e .

P r e s e n t  Cond i t i o n  (March 24, 1 8 9 6 ) .  -  T h e re  i s  

s t i f f n e s s  a n d  p a r e s i s  o f  a l l  t h e  m u s c l e s  o f  t h e  l e f t  

u p p e r  l i m b .  The w r i s t  and  hand  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  r i g i d ;  

t h e  thumb i s  o p p o sed  t o  t h e  f o r e f i n g e r  an d  b o t h  a r e  

e x t e n d e d ;  t h e  2nd,  3 r d ,  and 4 t h  f i n g e r s ,  a r e  sem i­

f l e x e d .  None o f  t h e s e  j o i n t s  can be moved. The 

e lbow  i s  a l s o  s t i f f  and  t h e  s h o u l d e r  somewhat so,  

b u t  b o t h  t h e s e  j o i n t s  can be s lo w ly  p u t  t h r o u g h  

t h e i r  whole r a n g e  o f  movement by means o f  p a s s i v e  

m o t i o n .  T h e re  i s  no a p p r e c i a b l e  s t i f f n e s s  o f  t h e  

m u s c l e s  o f  t h e  t r u n k ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  m arked  s t i f f n e s s  

o f  t h e  l e f t  l o w e r  l im b ,  and,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  p a t i e n t
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c a n  w alk ,  t h e  g a i t  i s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  a n d  t h e  l e g  i s  

d r a g g e d  a l o n g ,  n o t  c i r c u m d u c t e d .  The s t i f f n e s s  i s  

w o rse  ^ i n  t h e  k n e e  and  a n k l e  t h a n  i n  t h e  h i p .

T h e re  i s  no a p p r e c i a b l e  a t r o p h y  o f  t h e  l i m b s ;  t h e  

l e f t  arm m e a s u r e s  o n ly  1 cm. l e s s  t h a n  t h e  r i g h t ;  t h e  

u p p e r  a rms a r e  o f  e q u a l  c i r c u m f e r e n c e ;  t h e  l e f t  l e g  

a n d  l e f t  t h i g h  a r e  e a c h  jt  mp. l e s s  t h a n  t h e  r i g h t  

o n e s .  The dynamometer  can n o t  be moved by t h e  a f f e c t ­

ed  h a n d ,  b u t  t h e  r i g h t  han d  c a u s e s  i t  t o  r e g i s t e r  

35 k i l o s .  The k n e e - j e r k s  a r e  s l i g h t l y  p l u s ,  and  

a r e  a b o u t  t h e  same on b o t h  s i d e s .

W i th  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n j u n c t i v a ,  t h e

u p p e r  l i p  and  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  n o s e ,  t h e r e  i s  a n a e s ­

t h e s i a ,  a n a l g e s i a ,  and  t h e r m a l  a n a e s t h e s i a  o f  t h e  

whole  o f  t h e  l e f t  s i d e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  l e f t  h a l f  o f  

t h e  t o n g u e ,  p a l a t e ,  and  p h a r y n x  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  e p i ­

g l o t t i s .  The l a s t  can be t o u c h e d  by t h e  f i n g e r  

w i t h o u t  c a u s i n g  any r e f l e x  a c t i o n .  The r i g h t  s i d e  

i s  n o rm a l  a l l  o v e r  t o  t o u c h ,  p a i n ,  h e a t  a n d  c o l d .

The s p e e c h  i s  good,  and  t h e r e  i s  no f a c i a l  

p a r a l y s i s .  The o v a r i a n  phenomenon ( wo v a r i e w) i s  

a b s e n t  on b o t h  s i d e s .

W i th  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  s p e c i a l  s e n s e s ,  a l l  a r e  in ­

o p e r a t i v e  on t h e  l e f t  s i d e ,  and  no o r g a n i c  change

can be  d e t e c t e d  i n  any o f  t h e  o r g a n s .  Mr Work Dodd 

exam ined  t h e  e y e s  and  r e p o r t s :  “The f u n d i ,  m u s c l e s ,  

a n d  p u p i l s  o f  b o t h  e y es  a r e  n o rm a l .  The l e f t  eye
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i s  t o t a l l y  b l i n d  e x c e p t  t o  han d  r e f l e x .  The r i g h t

eye h a s  a  v e r y  c o n t r a c t e d  f i e l d  o f  v i s i o n ,  b u t  p e r -
6_

f e e t  c e n t r a l  v i s i o n  (9)  w i t h  g l a s s ,  an d  no rm a l  

c o l o u r  v i s i o n . ”

t r e a t m e n t _ a n d  p r o g r e s s . -  The f o l l o w i n g  m i x t u r e  

was p r e s c r i b e d  on t h e  p a t i e n t * s  f i r s t  v i s i t ,  on  

M arch  1 7 t h ,  189 6 , and  was c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h o u t  I

R/
T i n c t .  V a l e r .  Amnon.

Ammon. Brom. ^

Aquae Menth .  P ip  a d  §-7' t e r  i n  d i e .

I n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h i s ,  L i n .  S a p o n i s  was o r d e r e d

t o  be w e l l  r u b b e d  i n t o  t h e  a f f e c t e d  l i m b s .  On March 

2 4 t h  a n d  3 1 s t ,  no improvement  was n o t e d ,  an d  on 

A p r i l  7 t h  t h e  p a t i e n t  was f o u n d  t o  be f e e b l e  and  

d e p r e s s e d ,  an d  t h e  l i m b s  ^were r a t h e r  s t i f f e r  t h a n  

b e f o r e .  T h i s  was due ,  she  s a i d ,  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

sh e  was m e n s t r u a t i n g .  About t h i s  t im e  we had  an  

o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  s e e i n g  Dr L lo y d  T u c k ie  make u s e  o f  

h y p n o t i c  s u g g e s t i o n  an d  we d e t e r m i n e d  t o  t r y  i t s  

e f f e c t  on o u r  p a t i e n t .  On A p r i l  1 4 t h ,  Mr Dodd 

o p e r a t e d ,  h a v i n g  p r e v i o u s l y  o b t a i n e d  t h e  p a t i e n t * s  

c o n s e n t .  He p l a c e d  h e r  i n  a  c o m f o r t a b l e  c h a i r  and  

d i r e c t e d  h e r  t o  l o o k  f i x e d l y  on a  p i e c e  o f  c u t  

c r y s t a l  which  he  h e l d  i n  h i s  hand ;  i n  a  few m i n u t e s  

h e r  e y e s  became heavy and  g r a d u a l l y  c l o s e d ;  h e r  

b r e a t h i n g  t h e n  became p r o l o n g e d ,  h e r  h e a d  d r o p p e d



f o r w a r d ,  a n d  sh e  h a d  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  b e i n g  i n  a  

n a t u r a l  s l e e p .  Mr Dodd t h e n  to o k  t h e  a f f e c t e d  arm 

a n d ,  a f t e r  s t r o k i n g  i t ,  was a b l e  e a s i l y  t o  overcome 

t h e  r i g i d i t y ,  a n d  t o  p u t  t h e  l im b  t h r o u g h  p a s s i v e  

m ovem ents ;  i t  so o n  became q u i t e  f l a c c i d ,  a l l  b u t  

t h e  thumb which  was f e l t  t o  o f f e r  d e f i n i t e  r e s i s t ­

a n c e .  The p a t i e n t  s e p a r a t e d  t h e  thumb and  f o r e ­

f i n g e r  on command, and  a l s o ,  h e l d  t h e  arm s t r a i g h t  

o u t  f rom  t h e  body an d  i n  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  p o s i t i o n s ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  d i r e c t i o n .  The p a t i e n t  was t o l d  t h a t  

t h e  s t i f f n e s s  would  n o t  r e a p p e a r  on aw ak en in g ,  and  

i t  d i d  n o t  do so f o r  some t i m e .  She was e a s i l y  

r o u s e d  by b lo w in g  i n  h e r  f a c e  and  t e l l i n g  h e r  t o  

wake u p ,  b u t  she  r e m a in e d ,  w h i l e  u n d e r  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  

s l i g h t l y  c o n f u s e d .  She d i d  n o t  know where  she  had  

b e e n ,  b u t  e x p r e s s e d  h e r s e l f  a s  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  im­

p ro v e m e n t  i n  t h e  arm a n d  l e g .

On A p r i l  2 1 s t ,  t h e  p a t i e n t  s t a t e d  ( a n d  h e r  

s t a t e m e n t  was c o n f i r m e d  by h e r  hu sb an d )  t h a t  t h e  

s t i f f n e s s  h a d  r e m a in e d  away f o r  s e v e r a l  d a y s ,  and  

t h a t  i t  h ad  o n l y  g r a d u a l l y  r e t u r n e d ,  bu t  was n o t  so 

e x t r e m e  a s  i t  h a d  b e e n .  On e x a m i n a t i o n ,  i t  was 

f o u n d  t h a t  sh e  c o u ld  walk b e t t e r ,  c o u l d  move t h e  

a rm  more  f r e e l y ,  an d  c o u l d  a l s o  s l i g h t l y  f l e x  t h e  

w r i s t .  The thumb, how ever ,  was a p p a r e n t l y  a s  r i g i d  

a s  b e f o r e .  H ypno t i sm  was employed r e g u l a r l y  e a c h  

week a f t e r  t h i s  by Dr S a v i l l  o r  me; no a c c i d e n t s
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h a p p e n e d ,  and  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t  g r a d u a l ­

l y  im p ro v ed .  The s t i f f n e s s  a lw a y s  p e r s i s t e d  d u r i n g  

t h e  h y p n o t i c  s l e e p  u n t i l  p a s s i v e  m o t i o n  was begun ,  

a n d  i t  may be h e r e  r e m a rk e d  t h a t  t h e  h u s b a n d  s t a t e d  

t h a t  i t  a l s o  p e r s i s t e d  d u r i n g  n a t u r a l  s l e e p .

On May 1 2 t h ,  t h e  p a t i e n t  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h r e e  

n i g h t s  b e f o r e  ( 9 t h )  she  h a d  gone t o  bed  a s  u s u a l ,  

b u t ,  d u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t ,  she  w is h ed  t o  r i s e  t o  h e r  

c h i l d ,  a n d  was a s t o n i s h e d  t o  f i n d  t h a t  she  c o u l d  

n o t  do so  b e c a u s e  t h e  r i g h t  l e g  and  r i g h t  arm had  

become r i g i d .  The l e f t  l i m b s  h ad  become q u i t e  

f l a c c i d  an d  pow er  h a d  r e t u r n e d  t o  them.

On e x a m i n a t i o n ,  t h e  r i g h t  arm was fo u n d  t o  be 

s t i f f  f rom  t h e  e lbow downwards; t h e  f i n g e r s  were 

s e m i - f l e x e d ,  an d  t h e  thumb p r e s s e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  f o r e ­

f i n g e r .  The m u s c u l a r  s e n s e  was n o rm a l ;  t h e r e  were 

no t r e m o r s ,  and  t h e  dynamometer  r e g i s t e r e d  R.O^L.35 .  

The r i g h t  l e g  was s l i g h t l y  s t i f f  i n  w a l k i n g ,  b u t  

t h e  j o i n t s  c o u l d  be  p u t  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  whole r an g e  

o f  movement.  Bo th  knee  r e f l e x e s  were s l i g h t l y  ex ­

a g g e r a t e d .  The to n g u e  was s t r a i g h t  an d  t h e r e  was 

no  f a c i a l  p a r a l y s i s .  S e n s a t i o n  t o  t o u c h  was l o s t  

i n  b o t h  h a n d s ;  i t  c o u l d  b e  made o u t  i n  t h e  w r i s t s  

a n d  u p w a rd s ,  a n d  i n  t h e  body an d  l e g s .  A n a l g e s i a  

was p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  thumbs an d  f i n g e r s  o f  b o t h  h ands  

b u t  t h e  p r i c k  o f  a  p i n  was f e l t  e l s e w h e r e .  The 

f a c e  was i n s e n s i b l e  t o  t o u c h  e x c e p t  ro u n d  t h e  mouth ,
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i t  was s e n s i t i v e  t o  p a i n  a l l  o v e r .

The p a t i e n t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  a t t e n d  r e g u l a r l y  once 

a  week, a n d  was h y p n o t i s e d  on e a c h  o c c a s io n *  I n  

J u n e  i t  was n o t e d  t h a t  she  c o u l d  walk p e r f e c t l y ,  and  

t h a t  t h e  o n ly  r e m a i n i n g  s t i f f n e s s  was i n  t h e  thumb 

a n d  f o r e f i n g e r  o f  t h e  r i g h t  hand* The a n a e s t h e s i a  

was l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  back  o f  t h e  same hand .  On 

J u l y  1 4 t h ,  she  was n o t e d  t o  be " w e l l " ,  t h e  a n a e s ­

t h e s i a  an d  s t i f f n e s s  b e i n g  q u i t e  gone .

At t h e  end  o f  S e p te m b e r ,  a  w e l l - w r i t t e n  n o t e  

was r e c e i v e d  f rom  t h e  p a t i e n t  s a y i n g  t h a t  she  h ad  

r e m a i n e d  p e r f e c t l y  w e l l ,  an d  t h a t  she  was a b l e  f o r  

a l l  h e r  h o u s e h o l d  d u t i e s .
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CASE I I .

C h a r l o t t e  Budd, a g e d  n i n e t e e n ,  was b r o u g h t  t o  

t h e  West  End H o s p i t a l  on May 1 9 t h ,  1896,  c o m p la in ­

i n g  o f  w eak n ess  i n  h e r  r i g h t  l i m b s  and  s e v e r e  f i t s .

F a m i ly  H i s t o r y .  -  The f a m i l y  h i s t o r y  i s  good;  

b o t h  p a r e n t s  a r e  a l i v e ;  an d  no n e r v o u s  d i s e a s e  h a s  

a f f e c t e d  any o f  h e r  r e l a t i v e s .

P r e v i o u s  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  P a t i e n t . -  The p a t i e n t  

was f o r m e r l y  a  w a i t r e s s  i n  a  h o t e l ,  and  e n jo y e d  

good h e a l t h  u n t i l  a  y e a r  ago when sh e  had  a  s e v e r e  

f a i n t i n g  a t t a c k  i n  w hich  she  was u n c o n s c i o u s  f o r  

h a l f  an  h o u r .  The a t t a c k  was a t t r i b u t e d  t o  o v e r ­

work an d  was n o t  r e p e a t e d .

H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  P r e s e n t  I l l n e s s . -  At t h e  end o f  

March t h e  p a t i e n t  h a d  h e r  r i g h t  e a r  s y r i n g e d  on a c ­

co u n t  o f  a  f e e l i n g  o f  d i s c o m f o r t  i n  t h a t  o rg a n .  The 

o p e r a t i o n  was done somewhat r o u g h ly  an d  gave  r i s e  

t o  a  s l i g h t  d e g r e e  o f  h aem o r rh a g e  f rom t h e  m e a tu s .  

The b l e e d i n g  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  e v e r  s i n c e ,  and  Dr Dundas 

G ran t  was c o n s u l t e d  on t h a t  a c c o u n t .  On h i s  exam­

i n a t i o n ,  i t  was d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e  p a t i e n t  was d e a f  

i n  t h e  a f f e c t e d  e a r ,  b u t  t h i s  h a d  n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  

b e e n  n o t i c e d .  No s c a r  o r  o t h e r  o r g a n i c  change  c o u l d  

b e  f o u n d  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  h aem o r rh ag e  o r  d e a f n e s s ,  

b u t  Dr G ran t  was o f  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  had  p r o ­

b a b l y  b e e n  an  a b r a s i o n  o f  t h e  m e a tu s  a t  t h e  o u t s e t .



On A p r i l  2 1 s t ,  t h e  p a t i e n t  b e g a n  t b  have 

s e v e r e  f i t s ,  w h ich  a t  f i r s t  o c c u r r e d  e v e r y  day  ; t h e n  

e v e r y  o t h e r  day ;  t h e n  t h e r e  was an  i n t e r v a l  o f  a 

week t i l l  t h e  l a s t  one y e s t e r d a y  (May 18,  1 8 9 6 ) .

The p a t i e n t  s a y s  t h a t  she  s u f f e r s  f rom  g i d d i n e s s  

im m e d i a t e l y  b e f o r e  t h e  f i t s ,  an d  t h a t  she  i s  q u i t e  

u n c o n s c i o u s  d u r i n g  them .  She s u f f e r s  f rom  h ea d a ch e  

an d  l a s s i t u d e  f o r  some h o u r s  a f t e r  t h e  a t t a c k s .  Her 

a u n t  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  f i t  l a s t s  a b o u t  an  h o u r  d u r i n g  

w h ic h  t i m e  t h e  p a t i e n t  s t r u g g l e s  a  g r e a t  d e a l ,  and  

i t  t a k e s  f o u r  p e o p l e  t o  h o l d  h e r ;  t h a t  she  bends  

t h e  body i n t o  a l l  k i n d s  o f  s t r a n g e  fo rm s ,  and  some­

t i m e s  b i t e s  h e r  t o n g u e ;  t h a t  she  c l u t c h e s  h e r  r i g h t  

e a r  an d  s c rea m s  " D o n ' t  cu t  i t ! "  o r  t a l k s  o f  p l a c e s  

where  sh e  h a s  r e c e n t l y  b e e n .  T h e re  h a s  b e en  weak­

n e s s  o f  t h e  r i g h t  u p p e r  an d  l o w e r  l im b s  s i n c e  t h e  

f i r s t  f i t ,  an d  i t  h a s  become worse  a f t e r  e a ch  su c ­

c e e d i n g  a t t a c k .

P r e s e n t  C o n d i t i o n . -  The p a t i e n t  was d r i v e n  i n  

a  t r a d e s m a n ' s  c a r t  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  and  was a s s i s t ­

ed  by two p e o p l e  i n t o  t h e  o u t - p a t i e n t  room. I n  com­

i n g  i n  i t  was n o t i c e d  t h a t  she  d r a g g e d  t h e  r i g h t  

l e g  i n  w a l k i n g ,  and  when she was a s k e d  t o  walk a l o n e  

s h e  i m m e d i a t e l y  f e l l  down. She can  s t a n d  a l o n e ,  b u t  

when t h e  ey es  a r e  c l o s e d  she  sways a b o u t  a  g r e a t  

d e a l .  The whole o f  t h e  r i g h t  l o w e r  l im b  i s  i n  a  

s t a t e  o f  f l a c c i d  p a r e s i s ,  an d  t h e  r i g h t  u p p e r  l im b
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i s  i n  t h e  same c o n d i t i o n .  The dynamometer  i n  t h e  

r i g h t  h a n d  r e g i s t e r s  5 k i l o s ,  and  i n  t h e  l e f t  r e g i s ­

t e r s  35 k i l o s .  She i s  u n a b l e  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  v a r i ­

o u s l y  w e i g h t e d  b a l l s  o f  t h e  same s i z e  w i t h  t h e  r i g h t  

h a n d ,  w h i l e  w i t h  t h e  l e f t  she  can  d i s c r i m i n a t e  b e ­

t w e e n  them a t  o n c e .  M easurement  o f  t h e  a f f e c t e d  

l i m b s  d o e s  n o t  show any a t r o p h y  a s  compared w i t h  

t h o s e  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .

The p a t e l l a r  r e f l e x e s  a r e  s l i g h t l y  p l u s ,  b u t  

t h e r e  i s  no a n k l e  c l o n u s .

T h e r e  i s  no f a c i a l  o r  o c u l a r  p a r a l y s i s ,  and  

t h e  t o n g u e  i s  p r o t r u d e d  i n  a  s t r a i g h t  l i n e .

S e n s a t i o n  t o  t o u c h  and  to  p a i n  i s  d i m i n i s h e d  

a l l  down t h e  r i g h t  s i d e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  f a c e ;  b u t  

t h e  a n a e s t h e s i a  an d  a n a l g e s i a  a r e  n o t  a b s o l u t e .  She 

h a s  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  h e a t  f rom  c o l d  on 

t h e  r i g h t  s i d e ,  w h i l e  on t h e  l e f t  s i d e  she  r e c o g ­

n i s e s  them a t  once .

The s e n s e s  o f  t a s t e  an d  o f  s m e l l  a r e  u n a f f e c t ­

ed,  b u t  t h e  p a t i e n t  s t a t e s  t h a t  she  i s  u n a b l e  t o  

h e a r  w i t h  t h e  r i g h t  e a r .  As p r e v i o u s l y  m e n t io n e d ,  

no a b n o r m a l i t y  can  b e  fo u n d  i n  t h e  m e a tu s ,  and  t h e  

e v i d e n c e  o f  ha e m o r rh a g e  i s  d e r i v e d  f rom  a  s m a l l  

amount o f  b l o o d  c l o t  on t h e  l o b u l e ,  and  f rom t h e  

s t a t e m e n t s  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t  an d  h e r  a u n t .

The f u n d i ,  m u s c l e s ,  and  p u p i l s  o f  t h e  e y e s  a r e  

n o r m a l ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  a  s l i g h t  d e g r e e  o f  h y p e r m e t r o p i a .





M o re o v e r ,  t h e r e  i s  r e t r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  v i s u a l  f i e l d s  

f o r  a l l  c o l o u r s ,  and  a  d i s a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  t h e s e  

f i e l d s ,  t h e  b l u e  f i e l d  b e i n g  s m a l l e r  t h a n  t h e  r e d .  

T h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  more m arked  i n  t h e  l e f t  ey e .

The p a t i e n t  i s  i n t e l l i g e n t  and  n o t  m a r k e d ly  

e m o t i o n a l ,  b u t  p r e s s u r e  on t h e  l e f t  o v a r i a n  r e g i o n  

c a u s e s  p a i n ,  a s c e n d i n g  t o  t h e  t h r o a t ,  and  a  t e n d e n c y  

t o  w e e p in g .  M e n s t r u a t i o n  i s  n o rm a l .  She s t a t e s  

t h a t  sh e  h a s  f r e q u e n t l y  h e a d a c h e  i n  t h e  o c c i p i t a l  

r e g i o n ,  an d  t h a t  she  s u f f e r s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  f rom  con­

s t i p a t i o n ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no v o m i t i n g .  She f u r ­

t h e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  she  somet imes  becomes b r e a t h l e s s  

a p a r t  f ro m  e x e r t i o n ,  and  t h a t  sh e  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  

t r o u b l e d  w i t h  a t t a c k s  o f  s h i v e r i n g  a l t e r n a t i n g  w i t h  

f l u s h i n g .

A c a r e f u l  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  c h e s t  and  abdomen 

f a i l e d  t o  p r o d u c e  any e v i d e n c e  o f  v i s c e r a l  d i s e a s e .  

I n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  c a u s a t i o n  o f  h e r  c o n d i t i o n ,  n o t h i n g  

can  be  d i s c o v e r e d  beyond  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e r  m a r r i a g e  

h a d  b e e n  p o s t p o n e d  i n d e f i n i t e l y  t o  h e r  g r e a t  d i s ­

a p p o i n t m e n t ,  and  t h a t  soon  a f t e r w a r d s  h e r  ear.  was 

i n j u r e d ,  a s  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  d e s c r i b e d .

P r o g r e s s  and  T r e a t ment.. -  The p a t i e n t  and  h e r  

f r i e n d s  were g i v e n  a  good p r o g n o s i s ,  an d  t h e  f o r m e r  

was t o l d  t o  u s e  e v e ry  e n d eav o u r  t o  walk w i t h o u t  .as­

s i s t  a n c e .  She was p u t  on a b rom ide  and  v a l e r i a n
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m i x t u r e  an d  was d i r e c t e d  to  have t h e  weak l im b s  

shampooed  n i g h t  and  m o rn in g .  On h e r  n e x t  v i s i t  

(May 2 6 th )  she  was h a l f - c a r r i e d  a s  b e f o r e ,  and  on 

e x a m i n a t i o n  t h e  p a r e s i s  and  h e m i - a n a e s t h e s i a  were 

f o u n d  to  b e  m a r k e d ly  w orse .  T h e re  had b e en ,  however ,  

no  r e c u r r e n c e  o f  t h e  f i t s .  On June  2nd, she r e p o r t ­

ed  t h a t ,  a few n i g h t s  b e f o r e ,  t h e  power had  sudden­

l y  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  r i g h t  l e g ,  and  she  h ad  b ee n  a b l e  

t o  w a lk  f ro m  one room t o  a n o t h e r  w i th o u t  a s s i s t a n c e ,  

b u t  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t  t h e  l im b  a g a i n  became 

weak a n d  h a d  r e m a in e d  so .  On June  9 t h ,  t h e  p a t i e n t  

s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  r i g h t  b r e a s t  had  become s w o l l e n  and  

h a d  b e e n  d i s c h a r g i n g  b l o o d  a t  t h e  n i p p l e ,  a t  i n t e r ­

v a l s ,  f o r  f o u r  d a y s .  On e x a m i n a t i o n ,  t h e  r i g h t  

b r e a s t  was fo u n d  to  be f u l l e r  t h a n  t h e  l e f t  o n e , b u t  

t h e r e  was no t e n s i o n  o r  i n d u r a t i o n  and  no b l o o d  

c o u l d  be e x p r e s s e d .  At t h e  n e x t  v i s i t  t h e r e  was a  

f u r t h e r  c o m p l a i n t ,  v i z :  s p i t t i n g  o f  b lo o d ,  and  no 

o r g a n i c  b a s i s  was fo u n d  f o r  t h e  symptom. On June  

30 t h ,  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  was made o f  t h e  p a t i e n t * s  con­

d i t i o n ,  an d  t h e  o n ly  improvement found  was t h e  ab ­

s e n c e  o f  a n a e s t h e s i a  f rom t h e  f a c e .  The P a r a d i s  

w i r e  b r u s h  was employed w i t h  a  m o d e ra te  c u r r e n t ,  f o r  

a  q u a r t e r  o f  an  h o u r ,  t o  t h e  r i g h t  airn an d  l e g ,  and 

gave  r i s e  t o  a  good d e a l  o f  c o m p la in t  f rom  t h e  

p a t i e n t .  A f t e r  i t s  u s e  t h e  h e m i - a n a e s t h e s i a  seemed 

l e s s  b u t  t h e  p a r e s i s  p e r s i s t e d .
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On S ep tem b er  8 t h ,  t h e  p a t i e n t  p r e s e n t e d  h e r s e l f  

i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a p o s t - c a r d .  She a p p e a r e d  t o  have  

b e e n  f r i g h t e n e d  away by t h e  p a r a d i s m  a s  she  h a d  n o t  

r e t u r n e d  a f t e r  i t s  employment o v e r  two months  b e f o r e .  

She was v e r y  much b e t t e r ,  and  w alked  i n t o  t h e  room 

a l o n e .  She s t a t e d  t h a t  she  c o u ld  walk f o r  o v e r  

h a l f  a  m i l e  a t  a  s t r e t c h ,  and  t h a t  t h e  arm was g a i n ­

i n g  i n  pow er  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  l e g .  The improvement 

had  o n ly  b e en  n o t i c e a b l e  abou t  a  month and  a p p e a r e d  

t o  be m ore  o r  l e s s  c o i n c i d e n t  w i th  an improvement 

i n  h e r  m a t r i m o n i a l  p r o s p e c t s .  The dynamometer  r e g ­

i s t e r e d  i n  t h e  r i g h t  hand  15 k i l o s ;  i n  t h e  l e f t  30 

k i l o s .  T h e re  was s t i l l  r i g h t  h e m i - a n a e s t h e s i a  ex­

c e p t  on t h e  f a c e ,  b u t  t h e r e  was no l o n g e r  any an ­

a l g e s i a .  The e a r  h a d  c e a s e d  t o  b l e e d ,  a s  h ad  a l s o  

t h e  b r e a s t  and  m outh .  T h e re  had  b e en  no c o n v u l s i v e  

a t t a c k s .
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DIAGNOSIS.

The d i a g n o s i s  o f  h y s t e r i c a l  a f f e c t i o n s ,  on a c ­

co u n t  o f  t h e  c l o s e  s i m i l a r i t y  o f  many o f  t h e i r  m an i ­

f e s t a t i o n s  t o  t h e  symptoms o f  v a r i o u s  o r g a n i c  

d i s e a s e s ,  i s  o f t e n  a  m a t t e r  o f  v e r y  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y .  

I n  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  c a s e s ,  however ,  t h i s  d i f f i c u l t y  d i d  

n o t  o b t a i n .  I n  Case I .  t h e  p a t i e n t  h a s  a f a m i l y  

h i s t o r y  and  p r e v i o u s  r e c o r d ,  a l l  p o i n t i n g  t o  h y s ­

t e r i a .  She i s  s e e n  to  have  s u f f e r e d  f rom m in o r  and  

m a j o r  a t t a c k s ,  i n c l u d i n g  c a t a l e p s y ,  and ,  i n  a d d i ­

t i o n  t o  t h e s e ,  t o  have  s u f f e r e d  f rom  h e m i - a n a e s t h e s i a  

a n d  h e m i p l e g i a .  O t h e r  h y s t e r i c a l  s t i g m a t a  were a l s o  

w e l l  m arked ,  v i z :  t h e  o v a r i a n  phenomena, a b o l i t i o n  

o f  t h e  p h a r y n g e a l  r e f l e x ,  a n d  a b o l i t i o n  o f  t h e  f u n c ­

t i o n s  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  s e n s e s  on t h e  a f f e c t e d  s i d e  

w i t h  c o n t r a c t e d  f i e l d  o f  v i s i o n  i n  t h e  eye o f  t h e  

o p p o s i t e  s i d e .

I t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t h a t  one g r o s s  m a t e r i a l  

l e s i o n  c o u l d  have  p r o d u c e d  a l l  h e r  symptoms, and  

when t h e  symptoms t h e m s e l v e s  a r e  s c r u t i n i s e d  t h e y  

a r e  s e e n  t o  be ,  i n  many p a r t i c u l a r s ,  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

o f  h y s t e r i a .  The h e m i - a n a e s t h e s i a  i n v o l v e s  t h e  

s p e c i a l  s e n s e s  on t h e  same s i d e ,  and  i s  out  o f  p r o ­

p o r t i o n  i n  d e g r e e  and  e x t e n t  t o  t h e  accompanying  

h e m i p l e g i a ,  and  i t  i s  no t  accom pan ied  w i th  o p t i c  

n e u r i t i s  o r  o t h e r  s i g n  o f  o r g a n i c  d i s e a s e .
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A g a in ,  t h e  h e m i p l e g i a  p r e s e n t s  s e v e r a l  c h a r a c ­

t e r i s t i c  f e a t u r e s .  F i r s t l y ,  we n o t e  t h a t  i t  was 

su d d en  i n  i t s  o n s e t  and  accom pan ied  w i t h  r i g i d i t y  

f rom  t h e  v e r y  b e g i n n i n g ,  and  t h a t  t h e  r i g i d i t y  

a t t a i n e d  i t s  maximum s t r a i g h t  away. Had i t  n o t  b e en  

f u n c t i o n a l ,  t h e  r i g i d i t y  would e i t h e r  have  b e e n  a  

l a t e  symptom coming on g r a d u a l l y ,  o r  an  e a r l y  and, 

more o r  l e s s ,  t r a n s i e n t  symptom, p a s s i n g  o f f  f o r  a 

t i m e  and  r e t u r n i n g  a f t e r  an  i n t e r v a l  i n  a more 

i n t e n s e  d e g r e e .  The s eco n d  p o i n t  to  n o t e  i n  r e g a r d  

t o  t h e  h e m i p l e g i a  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no a p p r e c i a b l e  

a t r o p h y  o f  t h e  m u s c l e s ,  and  t h a t  t h e  e l e c t r i c a l  r e ­

a c t i o n  i s  u n c h a n g e d .  Both  o f  t h e s e  symptoms we 

would  have  e x p e c t e d  t o  f i n d  i n  o r g a n i c  d i s e a s e .

The t h i r d  p o i n t  i s  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  f a c e  from 

t h e  h e m i p l e g i a ,  and  t h i s  i s  a  c o n d i t i o n  which 

C h a rc o t  s t a t e s  (D is .  o f  Nervous System, V o l .  I l l ,  

p .  282) t h a t  he was u n a b l e  to  f i n d  a t  a l l  w e l l - m a rk e d  

i n  any c a s e  o f  o r g a n i c  o r i g i n .  The s h i f t i n g  o f  t h e  

c o n d i t i o n  f rom one s i d e  o f  t h e  body t o  t h e  o t h e r  

u n d e r  t r e a t m e n t  may a l s o  be m e n t io n e d  a s  a c i r cu m ­

s t a n c e  w i t h o u t  p a r a l l e l  i n  c a s e s  o f  h e m i p l e g i a  

d e p e n d e n t  on a  m a t e r i a l  l e s i o n .  I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  o n ly  

f a c t  which I can  im ag ine  b e in g  u s e d  a s  an  argument  

a g a i n s t  t h e  d i a g n o s i s  i s  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  con­

t r a c t u r e ;  and  w h i l e  such  a p e r i o d  a s  n i n e  y e a r s  i s
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u n d o u b t e d l y  a  l o n g  one f o r  h y s t e r i a ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  

t h e  f e m a le  s e x ,  s t i l l  i t  i s  n o t  u n p r e c e d e n t e d ,  two 

c a s e s  o f  C h a r c o t ’ s b e i n g  q u o te d  by Pagge ( P r i n c i p l e s  

a n d  P r a c t i c e  o f  M e d ic in e ,  2nd ed .  V o l .  I I ,  p .  827) 

o f  t e n  a n d  s i x t e e n  y e a r s  d u r a t i o n  r e s p e c t i v e l y .

I n  Case I I  t h e  f a m i l y  and  p r e v i o u s  h i s t o r y  o f  

t h e  p a t i e n t  d o es  n o t  h e l p  one m a t e r i a l l y  i n  p r o ­

n o u n c i n g  a  d i a g n o s i s  o f  h y s t e r i a ,  b u t  t h e  h y s t e r i c a l  

s t i g m a t a  a r e  v e r y  w e l l  m arked .  We have  h e m i - a n a e s ­

t h e s i a  w i t h  s e n s o r i a l  a n a e s t h e s i a  ( d e a f n e s s  o f  t h e  

r i g h t  e a r ) ,  c o n t r a c t e d  f i e l d s  f o r  w h i t e  l i g h t  and  

i n v e r t e d  c o l o u r - f i e l d s  o f  v i s i o n ,  and  m ark ed  o v a r i a n  

t e n d e r n e s s .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  h e m i p l e g i a  i s  n o t  accom­

p a n i e d  w i t h  r i g i d i t y ,  s t i l l  i t  i s  q u i t e  a s  m arked  

a s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  c a s e ,  and i t  p r e s e n t s  most  o f  t h e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a l r e a d y  d i s c u s s e d ,  v i z :  a b s e n c e  o f  

a t r o p h y  i n  t h e  l i m b s ,  a b s e n c e  o f  change  i n  t h e  e l e c ­

t r i c a l  r e a c t i o n  o f  t h e  m u s c l e s ,  a b s e n c e  o f  t h e  i n ­

vo lv em en t  o f  t h e  f a c e ,  sudden  d i s a p p e a r a n c e ,  and  

s u d d e n  r e a p p e a r a n c e .  The h e m i - a n a e s t h e s i a  i s  n o t  

so i n t e n s e  a s  i n  t h e  o t h e r  p a t i e n t ,  bu t  t h e  r e m ark s  

a l r e a d y  made a p p l y  t o  i t  e q u a l l y \ and  i t  i s  d i f f i ­

c u l t  t o  im ag in e  a  p a t i e n t  p r e s e n t i n g  t h i s  symptom 

w i t h o u t  o t h e r s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  g r o s s  l e s i o n ,  u n ­

l e s s  i t  be o f  h y s t e r i c a l  o r i g i n .  Two f e a t u r e s  a r e  

fo u n d  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  c a s e  which were n o t  p r e s e n t  i n  

t h e  f i r s t ,  v i z :  a b s e n c e  o f  m u s c u l a r  s e n s e  and
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p r e s e n c e  o f  i n v e r t e d  c o l o u r  f i e l d s  o f  v i s i o n .  The 

f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  i s  s c a r c e l y  e v e r  o b s e r v e d  i n  p a r a l y s i s  

o f  c e r e b r a l  o r i g i n  f rom  o t h e r  c a u s e s  t h a n  h y s t e r i a  

( C h a r c o t ,  V o l .  I l l ,  p .  28 2 ) ;  and  t h e  se co n d  i s  a n  

i m p o r t a n t  s i g n  s i n c e  i t  i s  by no means i n f r e q u e n t  

i n  h y s t e r i a ,  i s  v e r y  o f t e n  p e r m a n e n t ,  and  i t  c an n o t  

be s i m u l a t e d .  I t  i s  a  m a t t e r  f o r  r e g r e t  t h a t  t h e  

l e n g t h  o f  t im e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  

s e c o n d  p o i n t  i s ,  how ever ,  se ldom  a v a i l a b l e  i n  o u t ­

p a t i e n t  p r a e t i e e .





PATHOLOGY

P r o p e r l y  s p e a k i n g ,  t h e r e  i s  a s  y e t  no p a t h o l o g y  o f  

h y s t e r i a ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  n o t  w a n t in g  c e r t a i n  

t h e o r i e s  and  a t t e m p t e d  e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  symptoms. 

S i n c e  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s e a s e  i n  t h e  m a le ,  

t h e  o l d  i d e a  f rom  which  t h e  name h y s t e r i a  i s  d e -

i g n o r e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  

u t e r u s  h a s ,  i n  some c a s e s ,  m ore  o r  l e s s  i n f l u e n c e  

on  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  d i s e a s e .  Our  c a s e s  i l l u s t r a t e

t h i s  p o i n t .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  t h e r e  i s  a  h i s t o r y  o f  

p r e c o c i o u s  m e n s t r u a t i o n ,  o f  improvement  i n  t h e  

symptoms on m a r r i a g e ,  and  o f  r e l a p s e  u n d e r  t h e  

a n x i e t i e s  o f  m a t e r n i t y .  W h i le ,  i n  t h e  s e c o n d ,  t h e  

d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  d e l a y e d  m a r r i a g e ,  p o s s i b l y  e n t a i l ­

i n g  u n s a t i s f i e d  d e s i r e ,  a p p a r e n t l y  r a n k e d  a s  a  p r e ­

d i s p o s i n g  c a u s e .

Prom t h e  t i t l e  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s ,  i t  w i l l  be  s e e n  

t h a t  t r a u m a t i s m  i s  l o o k e d  upon  a s  h a v i n g  p l a y e d  a n  

i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  t h e  

symptoms i n  one ,  o r  b o t h ,  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t s .  I n  

Case I ,  t h e  c o n t r a c t u r e  an d  p a r a l y s i s  were  c o i n c i ­

d e n t  w i t h  a f a l l  d o w n s t a i r s ,  a n d  a l t h o u g h  no one 

w i t n e s s e d  t h e  f a l l  and  t h e r e  were no m ark e d  b r u i s e s  

t o  i n d i c a t e  on which  s i d e  t h e  p a t i e n t  d i d  f a l l ,  

s t i l l  t h e  p r e s u m p t i o n  i s  t h a t  she  f e l l  on h e r  l e f t

r i v e d  ( V < rT € fx tf .  womb) h a s  b e e n  ab an d o n ed ,  b u t  i t



s i d e ,  t h e  s i d e  w hich  was t h ro w n  i n t o  a  s t a t e  o f  

c o n t r a c t u r e .  Had i t  b e en  a  h e m i - p l e g i a  d e p e n d e n t  

on a  s u d d e n  o r g a n i c  b r a i n  l e s i o n ,  one c o u l d  u n d e r ­

s t a n d  t h e  f a l l  o c c u r r i n g  i m m e d i a t e l y  s u b s e q u e n t  t o  

t h e  a t t a c k ;  b u t ,  i n  a  h y s t e r i c a l  a f f e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  

k i n d  w i t h  no h i s t o r y  o f  shock  o r  f r i g h t  i m m e d i a t e l y  

p r e c e d i n g  t h e  a c c i d e n t ,  i t  seems l e g i t i m a t e  t o  con ­

c l u d e  t h a t  t h e  f a l l  c a u s e d  t h e  p a r a l y s i s ,  an d  n o t  

t h a t  t h e  p a r a l y s i s  c a u s e d  t h e  f a l l .  I n  Case I I ,  

t h e  t r a u m a t i c  o r i g i n  i s  a p p a r e n t l y  more  r em o te  

b e c a u s e  t h e  deve lo p m en t  o f  t h e  p a r a l y s i s  was much 

more  g r a d u a l  t h a n  i n  t h e  o t h e r  p a t i e n t .  T h e re  was 

a  c l e a r  h i s t o r y  o f  i n j u r y  t o  t h e  e a r  a n d  d o u b t l e s s  

t h e r e  was, i n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n t ,  some s l i g h t  l a c e r a ­

t i o n  o f  t h e  m e a t u s ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e  h a e m o r rh a g e  f rom  

t h a t  l o c a l i t y  was p e r p e t u a t e d  by h y s t e r i a  seems 

p r o b a b l e  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r easo n s .* -  (1)  Dr Dundas 

G r a n t ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  r e p e a t e d  e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  was u n ­

a b l e  t o  f i n d  any l e s i o n  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  i t ;  (2)  i t  

was f o l l o w e d  i n  due t im e  by o t h e r  h a e m o r r h a g e s !  f o r  

w h ic h  no l o c a l  c a u s e  c o u l d  be fo u n d ;  (3) t h e r e  were 

no c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n d i t i o n s  s u c h  a s  h a e m o p h i l i a ,  

p u r p u r a ,  o r  s u p p r e s s e d  m e n s t r u a t i o n  which  m ig h t  

s e r v e  t o  e x p l a i n  i t .  I f ,  on t h e  above  g r o u n d s ,  i t  

be  g r a n t e d  t h a t  t h i s  p r i m a r y  t r a u m a t i c  symptom o f  

h a em o r rh a g e  f rom t h e  m e a tu s  was p e r p e t u a t e d  by 

h y s t e r i a ,  t h e  c o n n e c t i n g  l i n k s  b e tw e e n  i t  and  t h e





more  s e v e r e  symptoms f a l l  f a i r l y  n a t u r a l l y  i n t o  

p o s i t i o n .  The p a t i e n t  came w i t h  t h e  one c o m p l a i n t  

o f  b l e e d i n g  f rom t h e  r i g h t  e a r ;  b u t  on e x a m i n a t i o n  

sh e  was f o u n d  t o  be d e a f  i n  t h e  same o r g a n .  The 

d e a f n e s s ,  a g a i n ,  p r o v e d  t o  be o n ly  a p a r t  o f  a  

g e n e r a l  r i g h t  h e m i - a n a e s t h e s i a  w h ich  was s o o n  f o l ­

lo w e d  by a s e r i e s  o f  a t t a c k s  i n v o l v i n g  m ore  p a r ­

t i c u l a r l y  t h e  a f f e c t e d  s i d e ,  an d  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  

t h e  g r a d u a l  o n s e t  o f  r i g h t  h e m i p l e g i a .

T h a t  t r a u m a t i s m  p l a y s  a  p a r t  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  

o f  h y s t e r i c a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  i s  p e r h a p s  n o t  s u f f i ­

c i e n t l y  r e c o g n i s e d .  I t  i s ,  how ever ,  q u i t e  a n a l o g ­

ous  t o  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  same a g e n t  i n  g o u t .  Most
Y

o f  u s  h a v e  s e e n  i n  g o u ty  p a t i e n t s  an  a t t a c k ,  s u p ­

p l e m e n t a r y  t o  t h e  r e g u l a r  s p r i n g  o r  au tumn one ,  

b r o u g h t  on by a n  i n j u r y .  M o re o v e r ,  a s  C h a rc o t  h a s  

p o i n t e d  o u t ,  n o t  o n ly  does  t h e  i n j u r y  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  

a t t a c k ;  i t  a l s o  d e t e r m i n e s  the.  s e a t  o f  t h e  a t t a c k  

w h ich  n e e d  n o t  be i n  t h e  j o i n t  r e g u l a r l y  a f f e c t e d  

u n l e s s  t h a t  h a p p e n s  t o  be t h e  one w hich  h a s  b e e n  

s t r u c k  o r  i n j u r e d .  We have  t h u s  a  d i s e a s e  o f  t h e  

n e r v o u s  s y s tem ,  a n d  a  d i s e a s e  o f  m e t a b o l i s m  -  two 

v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  c o n d i t i o n s  -  b e h a v in g  i n  e x a c t l y  t h e  

same way u n d e r  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  same a g e n t .  S a v i l l ,  

w r i t i n g  on n e u r o p a t h i c  s p i n a l  d i s e a s e  (S t  Thomas’ s 

H o s p i t a l  R e p o r t s ,  V o l .  X V I I I ) ,  e x p l a i n s  t h e  a c t i o n  

o f  t r a u m a t i s m  i n  h y s t e r i a  t h u s : -  "The o r g a n i c  su b ­
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s t r a t u m  may be  v e r y  s l i g h t ,  a m o u n t in g  t o  no m ore ,  

p e r h a p s ,  t h a n  a  c o n g e s t i o n  o r  a  t r i f l i n g  l u x a t i o n ,  

b u t  y e t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  s e a t  o f  t h e  

n e u r o t i c  symptoms, a n d  t o  c a l l  f o r t h  t h e  m a n i f e s ­

t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  h y s t e r i c a l  d i a t h e s i s .  I n  a  p e r f e c t ­

l y  n o rm a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n  t h e  t r i f l i n g  i n j u r y  would  p a s s  u n ­

n o t i c e d ,  bu t  t h e  s l i g h t  p a i n  by c o n s t a n t  " a t t e n t i o n ” 

becomes  i n t e n s i f i e d ;  o t h e r  symptoms f o l l o w  a n d  a r e  

d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  same way, and  p e r s i s t  l o n g  a f t e r  

t h e  i n i t i a l  c o n g e s t i o n  f rom  t h e  i n j u r y  h a s  p a s s e d  o f f ?

I n  o u r  c a s e s  one may l o o k  upon  t h e  t r a u m a t i s m  a s  

c a u s i n g  a  r e f l e x  a c t i o n ^  i n  t h e  f i r s t  c a s e  t h e  

p a r a l y s i s  a p p e a r e d  a t  t h e  moment o f  t h e  a c c i d e n t ,  

w h i l e  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  i t  a p p e a r e d  o n ly  a f t e r  a s o r t  

o f  i n c u b a t i o n  s t a g e  o f  u n c o n s c i o u s  m e n t a l  e l a b o r a ­

t i o n .  By means o f  h y p n o t i c  s u g g e s t i o n  C h a rc o t  was 

a b l e ,  i n  c e r t a i n  c a s e s ,  t o  p r o d u c e  v a r i o u s  p a r a l y s e s ,  

r i g i d  o r  f l a c c i d .  He compared t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t r a u ­

m a t i sm  t o  s u c h  h y p n o t i c  s u g g e s t i o n ,  b o t h  a g e n t s  p r o ­

d u c i n g  what he c a l l e d  a  dynamic  l e s i o n  o f  some p a r t  

o r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  n e r v o u s  s y s te m .  A p p l i e d  t o  

o u r  c a s e s  t h i s  t h e o r y  would i n d i c a t e  a dynamic  

l e s i o n  o f  t h e  m o t o r  c o r t e x  and ,  i n  v ie w  o f  t h e  h em i-  

a n a e s t h e s i a ,  o f  t h e  p o s t e r i o r  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o r t e x  a s  

w e l l .

The e f f e c t  o f  t h e  t r a u m a t i s m  i n  o u r  two p a t i e n t s  

was v e r y  d i f f e r e n t ,  and  i t  m ig h t  be a s k e d  why i n  

t h e  one t h e  p a r e s i s  was a t t e n d e d  w i th  c o n t r a c t u r e ,



an d  i n  t h e  o t h e r  w i t h  f l a c c i d i t y .  The p r e v i o u s  

h i s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t s  a f f o r d  some e x p l a n a t i o n .  

I n  Case I  t h e  whole c a r e e r  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t  f rom 

c h i l d h o o d  h a d  b e e n  u n d e r  a  c l o u d  o f  h y s t e r i a ,  and  

one would  e x p e c t  more  p r o f o u n d  symptoms u n d e r  t h e s e  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  The amount o f  i n j u r y  i s  no g u i d e  to  

t h e  e x t e n t  o f  i t s  c o n s e q u e n c e s ,  a s  i t  h a s  b ee n  

shown i n  s e v e r a l  p u b l i s h e d  c a s e s  t h a t  t h e  p a r a l y s i s  

h a s  b e e n  most  e x t r e m e  where t h e  t r a u m a t i s m  was o f  

t h e  s l i g h t e s t  d e s c r i p t i o n .  I f  one were t o  f o l l o w  

C h a r c o t ' s  t e a c h i n g  h e r e  one would s a y  t h a t  t h e  

f i r s t  p a t i e n t  h a d  a  c o n t r a c t u r e d i a t h e s i s r w h e re a s  

i n  t h e  s e c o n d  t h i s  was a b s e n t .  C h a rc o t  c l a i m s  t h a t  

i n  h y s t e r i a ,  a s  i n  p a r a l y s i s  due to  a  m a t e r i a l  

l e s i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  som et im es  a  h y p e r e x c i t a b i l i t y  o f  

t h e  g r e y  s u b s t a n c e ,  and  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  t h e  m o t o r  

c e l l s  o f  t h e  a n t e r i o r  h o r n s ,  a  c o n d i t i o n  which  he  

names  S t r y c h n ism (V o l .  I l l ,  p .  3 8 ) .  T h i s  a f f o r d s  

a  good e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  r i g i d i t y  i n  

su ch  c a s e s ,  t h e  t h e o r y  b e i n g  t h a t  i r r i t a t i o n s  o f  

t h e  c e n t r i p e t a l  n e r v e s  augment t h e  a l r e a d y  e x c i t e d  

c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  m o t o r  c e l l s ;  t h e  m e a s u re  o v e r f l o w s ,  

a n d  t h e  c e n t r i f u g a l  n e r v e s  t r a n s m i t  t h e  i r r i t a t i o n  

t o  t h e  m u s c l e s  which t h e y  s u p p l y .  I f  t h i s  h y p e r ­

e x c i t a b i l i t y  be a b s e n t ,  a s  we may s u p p o se  i n  t h e  

s e c o n d  c a s e ,  t h e n  a f l a c c i d  p a r a l y s i s  r e s u l t s .

The v a s o - m o t o r  t h e o r y  o f  e p i l e p s y  i s  w e l l
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known, a l t h o u g h  by no means  g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d ,  an d  i t  

m ig h t  be  t h o u g h t  t h a t  i n  h y s t e r i a  t h e  same t h e o r y  would 

s e r v e  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  d i v e r s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  

d i s e a s e .  C e r t a i n l y  v a s o - m o t o r  symptoms a p p e a r  t o  be 

t h e  o n ly  c o n s t a n t  phenomena met w i t h  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  

fo rm s  o f  h y s t e r i a ;  and  i t  i s  n a t u r a l  t o  su p p o se  t h a t  

t h e  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  b r a i n ,  o r  o f  p a r t s  o f  t h e  b r a i n ,  

d ep e n d s  on t h e  b l o o d  s u p p ly  l i k e  t h e  o t h e r  o r g a n s  o f  

t h e  body .  P h y s i o l o g y ,  h o w ev er ,  t e a c h e s  u s  t h a t  t h e  

b r a i n ,  b e i n g  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  c l o s e d  c a v i t y  o f  t h e  c ran iu m ,  

d i f f e r s  m a t e r i a l l y  f rom  t h e  o t h e r  o r g a n s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  

t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  i t s  b l o o d  s u p p l y .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  c e r e ­

b r a l  v e s s e l s  a r e  endowed w i t h  a  c e r t a i n  amount o f  muscu­

l a r  f i b r e ,  v a s o - m o t o r  n e r v e s  h av e  n e v e r  b e e n  f o u n d  i n  

c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  them, a n d  e x p e r i m e n t s  p u b l i s h e d  t h i s  

y e a r  by L e o n a r d  H i l l  ( P h y s i o l o g y  a n d  P a t h o l o g y  o f  C e re ­

b r a l  C i r c u l a t i o n ;  London,  1396) show t h a t  t h e  v a s o - m o t o r  

s y s t e m  o n ly  i n d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t s  t h e  c e r e b r a l  c i r c u ­

l a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  g e n e r a l  b l o o d  

p r e s s u r e  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  c h i e f l y  by t h e  c o n t r a c t i o n  

o r  d i l a t a t i o n  o f  t h e  v e s s e l s  i n  t h e  S p l a n c h n i c  a r e a .

The v a s o - m o t o r  c e n t r e ,  b e i n g  p a r t  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  

n e r v o u s  s y s te m ,  f e e l s  t h e  same n e e d s ,  and  i s  s t i m u ­

l a t e d  by t h e  same c e n t r i p e t a l  i m p u l s e s ,  a s  a f f e c t  

t h e  r e s t  o f  t h a t  sys tem ;  and  t h u s  i t  m a i n t a i n s  a  

s u p p l y  o f  b lo o d  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  

o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  n e r v o u s  sy s te m .  I n  c e r t a i n  p a t h o l o -



g i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  shock  o r  e x h a u s t i o n ,  t h i s  

m echan ism  i s  so weakened  t h a t  c o m p e n s a t io n  f o r  g r a v ­

i t y  i s  a b o l i s h e d ;  a  c o n d i t i o n  o f  c e r e b r a l  a n a e m ia  

r e s u l t s ,  and  a s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  more o r  l e s s  u n c o n ­

s c i o u s n e s s ,  p a r a l y s i s  and  a n a e s t h e s i a  e n s u e .  I f  

c e r e b r a l  a n a em ia  i s  p r o d u c e d  e x p e r i m e n t a l l y  by a  

s u d d e n  m e th o d ,  s u c h  a s  l i g a t u r e  o f  t h e  c a r o t i d  and  

v e r t e b r a l  a r t e r i e s ,  e p i l e p t i c  spasms may be p r o d u c ­

e d .  And i n d e e d ,  i n  c e r t a i n  human b e i n g s  whose 

a n a s t a m o s i s  i n  t h e  c i r c l e  o f  W i l l i s  i s  n o t  v e r y  

f r e e ,  p r e s s u r e  on one c a r o t i d  may e a u s e  f o r m i c a t i o n  

a n d  e p i l e p t i c  spasm i n  t h e  l i m b s  o f  t h e  o p p o s i t e  

s i d e .  A l l  t h i s  does  n o t  n e g a t i v e  i n  t h e  l e a s t  t h e  

t h e o r y  t h a t  v a s o - m o t o r  de ran g em en t  i s  a c c o u n t a b l e  

f o r  s u c h  symptoms o f  h y s t e r i a  a s  s y n c o p a l  a n d  e p i l e p ­

t i f o r m  a t t a c k s ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  

more  p e rm a n e n t  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  p a r a l y s i s  an d  a n a e s ­

t h e s i a .  To do so on t h e  same l i n e s  one would r e ­

q u i r e  t o  s u p p o se  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  l o c a l  a n a e m ia s  o f  

v a r i o u s  n e r v e  c e n t r e s ,  b u t ,  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  c e r e ­

b r a l  v a s o - m o t o r  n e r v e s ,  s u c h  a  s u p p o s i t i o n  would  

n o t  be t e n a b l e .

A f t e r  a l l ,  we must r e t a i n  h y s t e r i a  i n  t h e  g roup  

o f  m y s t e r i o u s  d i s e a s e s  which we t e r m  f u n c t i o n a l .

As Gowers s a y s ,  i t  i s  p r o b a b l y  t h e  most  p e r f e c t  t y p e  

o f  a  f u n c t i o n a l  m a la d y .  " I t  n o t  o n ly  c o n s i s t s  i n ,  

b u t  a r i s e s  by,  a  f u n c t i o n a l  d i s t u r b a n c e  -  a  l o s s  o f
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t h e  due b a l a n c e  b e tw e e n  c e r t a i n  o f  t h e  h i g h e r  f u n c ­

t i o n s  o f  t h e  b r a i n . 1* We m ust  n o t ,  how ever ,  l o o k  

u p o n  h y s t e r i a  a s  a  m ere  a f f a i r  o f  w i l l  a s  t h e  d e f i n ­

i t e  g r o u p s  o f  symptoms dep en d  on t h e  s e c o n d a r y  de ­

ran g e m en t  o f  l o w e r  c e n t r e s .

Ramon y C a j a l ,  i n  a r e c e n t  p a p e r  (A rch .  f .  

P h y s i o l . ,  Du Bois-Reymond,  1895,  p .  375) s u g g e s t s  

t h a t  i n s u l a t i o n  b e tw e e n  one g roup  o f  c e l l - p r o c e s s e s  

a n d  a n o t h e r  i s  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  by means o f  t h e  n e u ­

r o g l i a  c e l l s .  T hese  c e l l s  a r e  fo u n d  e i t h e r  w i t h  ex­

p a n d e d  o r  c o n t r a c t e d  b r a n c h e s .  I n  t h e  f o r m e r  con ­

d i t i o n  t h e y  f a v o u r ,  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  t h e y  r e t a r d ,  t h e  

s p r e a d  o f  n e r v e  c u r r e n t s .  T h i s  i s  t h e  l a t e s t  t h e o r y  

o f  e p i l e p s y ,  and  i t  a p p e a r s  t o  me t h a t  some s u c h  

m i n u t e  a n a t o m i c a l  b a s i s  w i l l  a t  some f u t u r e  d a t e  be  

fo u n d  i n  h y s t e r i a ,  and  w i l l  e x p l a i n  t h e  r e s t r a i n e d  

f u n c t i o n  o r  u n r e s t r a i n e d  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  c e r e b r a l  

c e n t r e s ,  which  f i n d s  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  s u c h  symptoms a s  

h e m i - a n a e s t h e s i a ,  p a r a l y s i s ,  an d  c o n t r a c t u r e  i n  

t h a t  d i s e a s e .

I t  may be s a i d  t h a t  o u r  knowledge  o f  t h e  e s s e n ­

t i a l  e lem e n t  i n  h y s t e r i a  i s  t o o  v i s i o n a r y  t o  r e n d e r  

i t s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  p r a c t i c a l  v a l u e ;  and  w h i l e  t h a t  

may be t r u e  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  i t  i s  t o  be remem­

b e r e d  t h a t  t h e  work o f  r e s e a r c h  i s  e v e r  a d v a n c i n g ,  

and  t h e  f u t u r e  may y e t  s ee  t h e  l a r g e  g roup  o f  

f u n c t i o n a l  n e r v o u s  d i s e a s e s  s u p p l i e d  w i t h  a m o rb id
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a n a to m y .  I n  t h e  m e an t im e ,  a  r e v i e w  o f  o u r  p o s i t i o n  

may s e r v e  a s  a  f r e s h  i n c e n t i v e  t o  r e s e a r c h .
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I n  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  h y s t e r i c a l  a f ­

f e c t i o n s  a s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by o u r  c a s e s ,  i t  r i l l  be 

c o n v e n i e n t  t o  b e g i n  w i t h  t h e  s e c o n d  c a s e  w hich ,  b e i n g  

i n c o m p l e t e ,  may be  d i s m i s s e d  i n  a few w ords .  The 

p a t i e n t  a t t e n d e d  f o r  f i v e  weeks and  t o o k  d u r i n g  t h a t  

t i m e  a  m i x t u r e  c o n t a i n i n g  Ammon. Brom g r s  xv an d  

T i n c t .  V a l e r .  Ammon, m xxx.  She h a d  no r e t u r n  o f  

t h e  c o n v u l s i v e  s e i z u r e s ,  which  was so f a r  s a t i s f a c ­

t o r y ;  on t h e  o t h e r  h an d ,  we f a i l e d  t o  d e t e c t  any 

im provem ent  i n  t h e  p a r a l y s i s .  At h e r  f i f t h  v i s i t  

t h e  E a r a d i e  b r u s h  was a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  l im b s  o f  t h e  

a f f e c t e d  s i d e  f o r  q u a r t e r  o f  a n  h o u r ,  an d ,  a l t h o u g h  

a  c u r r e n t  o f  o n ly  m o d e r a t e  s t r e n g t h  was employed,  

i t  gave  r i s e  t o  a good d e a l  o f  p a i n .  T h i s  a p p e a r e d  

t o  f r i g h t e n  t h e  p a t i e n t  away, and  we d i d  n o t  s ee  h e r  

a g a i n  f o r  o v e r  two m o n th s .  She t h e n  made one r e t u r n  

v i s i t ,  b u t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  d i d  n o t  r e p e a t  i t ;  f u r t h e r  

o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  h e r  c a s e  was t h u s  p r e v e n t e d ,  w hich  

i s  t h e  more r e g r e t t a b l e  i n  a s  much a s  h e r  c o n d i t i o n  

a t  t h a t  t im e  gave  r i s e  t o  t h e  hope  t h a t  she  would 

u l t i m a t e l y  do w e l l .  The a n a e s t h e s i a  was s t i l l  

p r e s e n t  i n  some d e g r e e ,  b u t  t h e  p a r a l y s i s  was so 

much l e s s  t h a t  she  came u n a t t e n d e d ,  w a lk in g  w i t h o u t  

l a m e n e s s ,  and  a b l e  t o  go a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s t a n c e  

w i t h o u t  f a t i g u e .  She s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  improvement  

had  n o t  become n o t i c e a b l e  f o r  q u i t e  a  month  a f t e r



t h e  F a r a d i s m  h ad  b e e n  u s e d ,  an d  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  

t r a c e  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  c a u s e  an d  e f f e c t  u n d e r  

t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  But i t  may be  t h a t  t h e  m o r a l  

a t m o s p h e r e  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  t h e  d r u g s ,  an d  t h e  

e l e c t r i c i t y  i n i t i a t e d  t h e  im provem en t ,  a l t h o u g h ,  

so f a r  a s  t h e  p a r a l y s i s  was c o n c e r n e d ,  t h a t  im p ro v e ­

ment  d i d  n o t  become a p p a r e n t  u n t i l  s e v e r a l  weeks 

a f t e r  t h e  r e m e d ie s  h ad  c e a s e d  to  be em ployed .  I t  

was, h o w ever ,  e l i c i t e d  t h a t  h e r  m a t r i m o n i a l  p r o s ­

p e c t s  were b r i g h t e r ,  and  i t  i s  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h i s  

f a c t  h ad  more  t o  do w i t h  h e r  p r o g r e s s  t o w a r d s  r e ­

c o v e r y  t h a n  a n y t h i n g  e l s e .

Our f i r s t  c a s e  a t t e n d e d  r e g u l a r l y  an d  f a i t h ­

f u l l y ,  and  we had  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  s e e i n g  ip. h e r  

an  a lm o s t  co m p le te  r e c o v e r y  f rom  a  c o n d i t i o n  w h ich  

h a d  l a s t e d  f o r  n i n e  y e a r s .  As h e r  r e c o v e r y  i s  a t ­

t r i b u t a b l e  t o  h y p n o t i s m ,  i t  may be p e r m i s s i b l e  t o  

make a  few rem a rk s  on t h a t  s u b j e c t  a s  a  t h e r a p e u t i c  

a g e n t .  Bernhe im  ( " H y p n o t i s m s ,  S u g g e s t i o n ,  P s y c h o -  

t h e r a p i e . " ,  P a r i s ,  1891) d e f i n e s  h y p n o t i s m  a s  ’’t h e  

p r o d u c t i o n  o f  a  p s y c h i c a l  s t a t e  i n  w hich  t h e  

r e a d i n e s s  o f  t h e  mind t o  r e c e i v e ,  a n d  i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  

c a r r y  o u t ,  s u g g e s t i o n ^ a r e  g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e d ;  and  

s u g g e s t i o n  he d e f i n e s  a s  " t h e  a c t  by w hich  a n  i d e a  

i s  i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  mind and  r e c e i v e d  by i t  a s  

t r u e . "  T h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  does  n o t  l i m i t  t h e  u s e  o f  

s u g g e s t i o n  to  any p a r t i c u l a r  p h a s e  o f  t h e  h y p n o t i c  

t r a n c e ,  and  i n d e e d  does  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n v o l v e  any



d e g r e e  o f  t r a n c e  a t  a l l ;  so t h a t  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  

i n c l u d e  u n d e r  t h e  h ea d  o f  h y p n o t i c  t r e a t m e n t  t h e  

c u r e s  o f  h y s t e r i c a l  a f f e c t i o n s ,  w hich  we r e a d  o f  a s  

h a v i n g  o c c u r r e d  a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n ­

t u r y  by p i l g r i m a g e s  t o  t h e  Tomb o f  St  D e n i s .  T h e se  

p a t i e n t s  were ,  d o u b t l e s s ,  a f f e c t e d  by t h e  rum ours  

o f  t h i s  means o f  c u r e  i n  s u c h  a way t h a t  t h e i r  

m in d s  were r e a d y  t o  r e c e i v e ,  b e l i e v e  a n d  a c t  u p o n ,  

t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  o f  c u r e  which  t h e  v i s i t  t o  t h e  Tomb 

p r o v i d e d .  I f  t h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  a h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t  

be t h e  c o r r e c t  one,  h y p n o t i c  s u g g e s t i o n  i s  a  v e r y  

o l d  remedy; b u t  i t  can n o t  be s a i d ,  a s  y e t ,  t o  p o s ­

s e s s  t h e  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  which  o l d  age  u s u a l l y  con­

f e r s .  I t  i s  s t i l l  a s s o c i a t e d ,  t o  a g r e a t  e x t e n t , i n  

t h e  p u b l i c  m ind  w i t h  t h e  t r i c k e r y  o f  p u b l i c  p e r f o r m ­

a n c e s .  E l e c t r i c a l  t r e a t m e n t  was, a t  f i r s t ,  v i e w e d  

w i t h  s u s p i c i o n  f o r  t h e  v e r y  same r e a s o n ,  an d  i f  t h i s  

were  a l l  t h a t  h y p n o t i s m  had  t o  f a c e  i t  would p r o ­

b a b l y  soon  overcome i t .  The f a c t  i s ,  how ever ,  t h a t  

t h e  p u b l i c  have  s u c h  an  e x a g g e r a t e d  i d e a  o f  t h e ;  pow er  

w h ich  a h y p n o t i z e r  o b t a i n s  o v e r  h i s  p a t i e n t ,  a n d  i n  

some e a s e s  s u c h  a  l a m e n t a b l y  p o o r  o p i n i o n  o f  m e d i c a l  

men, t h a t  t h e y  im ag in e  t h e i r  p e r s o n s  a n d  p r o p e r t y  

would  no l o n g e r  be u n d e r  t h e i r  own c o n t r o l  i f  t h e y  

were once to  subm it  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  h y p n o t i s m .  F o r  

t h i s  r e a s o n  h y p n o t i s m  i s  n o t  l i k e l y  to  be much u s e d



i n  t h e  m ean t im e  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  h o s p i t a l  

p a t i e n t s  who hav e  u s u a l l y  no l e g a c i e s  t o  b e q u e a t h  

e i t h e r  t o  t h e  d o c t o r  o r  anyone  e l s e .  A n o t h e r  

r e a s o n  u r g e d  a g a i n s t  h y p n o t i c  s u g g e s t i o n  i s  i t s  a l ­

l e g e d  b a d  a f t e r - e f f e c t s .  T h i s  i s  a  r e a s o n  n o t  con­

f i n e d  t o  i h e  l a i t y ,  b u t  f o u n d  i n  some o f  o u r  t e x t ­

b o o k s ,  e . g .  Ormerod ( D i s .  o f  t h e  N ervous  System,  

London,  1892) s a y s :  "Hypnot ism h a s  b e e n  l a r g e l y  r e ­

commended l a t e l y  f o r  t h e r a p e u t i c a l  p u r p o s e s ,  b u t  i t  

would  a p p e a r  t o  be a  d o u b l e - e d g e d  w e a p o n .M The i l l -  

e f f e c t s  a r e  n o t  s p e c i f i e d ;  g e n e r a l  s t a t e m e n t s  a r e  

made, and  made, so f a r  a s  one can  l e a r n ,  w i t h o u t  

s u f f i c i e n t  r e a s o n .  I have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  

Dr L l o y d  Tuckey ( a u t h o r  o f  P s y c h o - T h e r a p e u t i c s ,  

London,  1892) f o r  s t a t i n g  t h a t ,  i n  a n  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  

o v e r  t e n  y e a r s  s p e c i a l  p r a c t i c e ,  he h a s  n e v e r  s e e n  

harm  r e s u l t  t o  a s i n g l e  p a t i e n t  f rom t h e  u s e  o f  

h y p n o t i s m  a s  a  m e d i c a l  t r e a t m e n t .  T h i s  i s  a  s t a t e ­

ment o f  v a l u e  and ,  i n  v iew  o f  i t ,  i t  i s  a  m a t t e r  f o r  

r e g r e t  t h a t  any o f  o u r  t e x t - b o o k s  s h o u l d  a s s i s t  i n  

c a s t i n g  d i s c r e d i t  on an  a g e n t  which  may y e t  p r o v e ,  

i f  i t  h a s  no t  a l r e a d y  done so ,  w or thy  o f  a  p l a c e  on 

out* l i s t  o f  r e m e d i e s .

The u s u a l  means o f  i n d u c i n g  h y p n o t i s m  i s  by 

t h e  " f i x a t i o n ” m ethod  i n  which  t h e  p a t i e n t  i s  made 

t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  h i s  v i s i o n  on a  p i e c e  o f  c u t  c r y s t a l ,  

o r  o t h e r  b r i g h t  o b j e c t .  I t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t ,  i n  a
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s u i t a b l e  p a t i e n t ,  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  i s  by t h i s  means so 

r i v e t e d  t h a t  a c o n d i t i o n  o f  c o r t i c a l  i n h i b i t i o n  i s  

i n d u c e d ;  t h i s  f i n a l l y  i n v o l v e s  t h e  c e n t r e  f o r  s i g h t ,  

t h e  e y e s  become c l o s e d ,  a n d  t h e  o p e r a t o r  h a s ,  a s  i t  

w ere ,  a  c l e a n  s h e e t  on which  t o  w r i t e  h i s  s u g g e s t i o n .  

I t  | i a s  a l r e a d y  b ee n  p o i n t e d  ou t  i n  t h e  r e m a rk s  on 

p a t h o l o g y  t h a t  t h e  f a u l t  i n  h y s t e r i a  i s  s u p p o s e d  t o  

l i e  i n  t h e  h i g h e r  c e r e b r a l  c e n t r e s ;  a n d  i n  h y p n o t i s m  

we h a v e  a means o f  t r e a t m e n t  w hich  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  

a c t  on t h e  same s t r u c t u r e s ,  an d  one t h a t  would 

t h e r e f o r e  a p p e a r  t o  be s p e c i a l l y  s u i t a b l e  f o r  t h e  

t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  d i s e a s e  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  T h i s  

i n d e e d  was t h e  o p i n i o n  h e l d  by C h a r c o t ;  b u t  many 

h y s t e r i c a l  p a t i e n t s  a r e  so much e n g r o s s e d  w i t h  t h e i r  

m a l a d i e s  t h a t  t h e i r  u n d i v i d e d  a t t e n t i o n  i s  n o t  a l ­

ways r e a d i l y  o b t a i n e d ,  and  i n  t h a t  c a s e  t h e y  c a n n o t  

be h y p n o t i s e d .  Where t h i s  d i f f i c u l t y  does  n o t  a r i s e  

t h e r e  a p p e a r s  t o  be ,  i n  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  h y s t e r i c a l  

a f f e c t i o n s ,  a f i e l d  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  h y p n o t i c  su g ­

g e s t i o n  u n d e r  c e r t a i n  c o n d i t i o n s .  T h ese  c o n d i t i o n s  

may be s h o r t l y  s t a t e d  a s  (1) where t h e  s t a n d a r d  

t r e a t m e n t  i s  u n o b t a i n a b l e  o r  u n s u i t a b l e ,  an d  

(2) where t h e  s t a n d a r d  t r e a t m e n t  h a s  f a i l e d .  By 

t h e  s t a n d a r d  t r e a t m e n t  i s  meant  g e n e r a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  

h e a l t h ,  m assag e ,  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  b a t h s ,  e x e r c i s e s ,  

m o r a l  i n f l u e n c e ;  o r  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  m e thod  

a d v o c a t e d  by W e i r - M i t c h e l l  and  P l a y f a i r ,  i n  which
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t h e  above  r e m e d ie s  ( e x c e p t  e x e r c i s e s  a n d  b a t h s )  a r e  

em ployed  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  a b s o l u t e  r e s t ,  o v e r ­

f e e d i n g ,  and  s t r i c t  i s o l a t i o n .  The g r e a t e r  number  

o f  t h e s e  m e a s u r e s  r e a l l y  a c t  t o  a  l a r g e  e x t e n t  a s  

m o r a l  a g e n c i e s  g i v i n g  r i s e  t o  an  e x p e c t a t i o n  o f  r e ­

c o v e r y  an d  h a v i n g  a l s o ,  t o  a c e r t a i n  d e g r e e ,  a  d i s ­

c i p l i n a r y  e f f e c t .  The o v e r - f e e d i n g  h a s  f o r  i t s  

o b j e c t  t h e  r e n o v a t i o n  o f  t i s s u e ,  an d  t h i s  i t  accom­

p l i s h e s  when m a ssa g e  i s  p r o p e r l y  c a r r i e d  o u t .  The 

W e i r - M i t c h e l l  m e thod  and  i t s  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  a r e  ex­

t r e m e l y  s u c c e s s f u l ,  b u t  t h e r e  r e m a in  a c e r t a i n  num­

b e r  o f  c a s e s  t o  which  i t  i s  u n s u i t e d  and  w hich  may 

even  be made worse by i t s  employment .  I n  a n o t h e r ,  

a n d  p r o b a b l y  l a r g e r ,  g roup  o f  c a s e s  t h e  m e th o d  en­

t a i l s  so much n u r s i n g  an d  e x p e n se  t h a t  i t  c a n n o t  be 

employed .

At t h e  West End H o s p i t a l  t h e r e  i s  n o t  a s  y e t  

i n d o o r  accom m odat ion  f o r  a d u l t s ,  so t h a t  o u r  p a t i e n t  

was d e b a r r e d  f rom a n y t h i n g  a p p r o a c h i n g  t h e  m e th o d  

o f  t r e a t m e n t  we have  h e e n  l a s t  c o n s i d e r i n g .  E o r  

t h i s  r e a s o n ,  and  a f t e r  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  d r u g s  an d  

e l e c t r i c i t y ,  she  was s u b j e c t e d  t o  h y p n o t i c  s u g g e s ­

t i o n .  Tha t  sh e  o b t a i n e d  o n ly  good f rom  i t s  employ­

m e n t ,  t h a t  she  p r o v e d  a  s u i t a b l e  s u b j e c t ,  a n d  t h a t  

t h e  t r e a t m e n t  was h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l  h a s  b e e n  s e e n  

f ro m  t h e  c l i n i c a l  r e c o r d  o f  h e r  c a s e .
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