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To one engaged  i n  g e n e r a l  p r a c t i c e  o c c u p i e d  
e a c h  day i n  a t t e n d i n g  t o  t h e  most  d i v e r s e  c l a s s  
o f  c a s e s ,  t h o s e  d i s e a s e s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  c l a i m  h i s  
s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  and i n t e r e s t  w h ich  come most 
f r e q u e n t l y  u n d e r  h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n .  My a t t e n t i o n  
was d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  k i n d r e d  s u b j e c t s  o f  i s c h i o ­
r e c t a l  a b s c e s s  and  f i s t u l a  i n  ahO. by h a v i n g  t o  d e a l  
w i t h  a s u c c e s s i o n  o f  c a se s '  o f  t h a t  k i n d  fev/, no 
d o u b t ,  i n  number ,  b u t  r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  
t o  t h e  o t h e r  d i s e a s e s  f a l l i n g  u n d e r  my n o t i c e .  The 
f a c t  a l s o  t h a t  p r e v i o u s  t o  my s e e i n g  them  s e v e r a l  
o f  them  h a d  b e e n  o v e r l o o k e d  by o t h e r  s u r g e o n s  
owing t o  w an t  o f  c a r e  i n  d i a g n o s i s  t e n d e d  p e r h a p s  
t o  m ag n i fy  t h e i r  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  my mind and  t o  
c a u s e  me t o  g i v e  them more a t t e n t i o n  t h a n  I  s h o u l d  
o t h e r w i s e  h a v e  d o n e .  The s u b j e c t  i s  n o t  in d e e d  
i n  i t s e l f  an a t t r a c t i v e  one ,  more e s p e c i a l l y  a s  
t h o s e  d i s e a s e s  a r e  a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  met w i t h  in  
weak and  d e b i l i t a t e d  p a t i e n t s  and so a r e  f rom t h a t  
c a u s e  and a l s o  f rom t h e i r  a n a t o m i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  
v e ry  a p t  to  g i v e  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e s u l t s .  They 
demand a l s o  s u ch  an  amount o f  c a r e  and  r e g u l a r  
a t t e n t i o n  i n  t h e i r  a f t e r  t r e a t m e n t  t h a t  when t h e y  
o c c u r  i n  p a t i e n t s  w i t h i n  e a sy  r e a c h  o f  h o s p i t a l s  
and  w i t h  no o b j e c t i o n  t o  b e i n g  t r e a t e d  t h e r e  m e d i c a l  
men i n  g e n e r a l  p r a c t i c e  a r e  t e m p t e d  t o  f i g h t  shy 
o f  them  and t o  recommend t h e i r  r e m o v a l  t o  t h e  
h o s p i t a l  w a r d s .  The s u b j e c t s  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  ■ 
a r e  so c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  c l i n i c a l l y  and merge i n t o  
each  o t h e r  so  f r e q u e n t l y  t h a t  t h e y  can  h a r d l y  be 
v ie w e d  a p a r t  f rom  one a n o t h e r »  I n d e e d ,  ev e ry  c a s e  
o f  F i s t u l a  i n  Ano i s  a c co m p an ied  by t h e  f o r m a t i o n  
o f  p u r u l e n t  m a t t e r  i n  t h e  i s c h i o - r e c t a l  f o s s a .  As 
w i l l  be shewn,  h o w e v e r , c a s e s  o f  a b s c e s s  i n  t h i s  
r e g i o n  a r e  met w i t h ,  w h ic h ,  when d e a l t  w i t h  e a r l y  
by o p e r a t i o n  i n t e r f e r e n c e ,  r u n  t h e i r  w ho le  c o u r s e ,  
and f i n a l l y  c i c a t r i z e  w i t h o u t  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  mucous 
membrane o f  t h e  r e c t u m .

I t  i s  beyond  t h e  sc o p e  o f  t h i s  p a p e r  t o  d e s ­
c r i b e ,  i n  d e t a i l ,  a l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  v a r i e t i e s  o f  
t h e s e  d i s e a s e s  and t h e i r  d i f f e r e n t  m ethods  o f  t r e a t ­
ment a s  th e y  a r e  g i v e n  in  s p e c i a l  t r e a t i s e s  on 
D i s e a s e s  o f  t h e  Rec tum .  My p u r p o s e  i s  r a t h e r  t o  
d e s c r i b e  and  comment on t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  a few 
c a s e s  w h ich  hav e  come u n d e r  my own o b s e r v a t i o n  i n  
p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e ,  c o n c l u d i n g  w i t h  a b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n
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2
o f t h e  a n a t o m i c a l  p a r t s  i n v o l v e d  and a few g e n e r a l  
r em a rk s  on t h e  s u b j e c t  a s  i t  h a s  p r e s e n t e d  i t s e l f  
t o  my m in d .

Case I .  A lex  .M ac leod ,  ag ed  38 ,  employed i n  
i n d i a - r u b b e r  w o rk s ,  l i v i n g  in  M a r y h i l l ,  came to  me 
i n  Feby,  1886 ,  c o m p l a i n i n g  o f  l o s s  o f  f l e s h ,  
c o n s t i p a t i o n ,  p r o f u s e  s w e a t i n g  when i n  bed  a t  n i g h t  
s l i g h t  cough a c co m p an ie d  by a l i t t l e  s p i t t i n g  o f  
bAood.  He i s  a n a t i v e  o f  M u l l ,  and  h i s  f a m i ly  
h i s t o r y  i s  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  good ,  a s  he  was one o f  
a f a m i ly  o f  e l e v e n ,  one o f  whom o n ly  i s  d e a d , - a  
s i s t e r ,  t h e  y o u n g e s t  o f  t h e  f a m i l y ,  She d i e d  a t  
t h e  age  o f  33 o f  t y p h u s  f e v e r .  The p a t i e n t  was a 
man o f  t e m p e r a t e  h a b i t s  and a s s e r t e d  t h a t  h e  had  
n e v e r  b e e n  o t h e r w i s e .  He h a d  a lw ay s  b e en  v e ry  
h e a l t h y  u n t i l  w i t h i n  3 y e a r s  p r e v i o u s l y ,  when he 
b e g a n  g r a d u a l l y  t o  l o s e  f l e s h ,  and  a l t h o u g h  a lw ay s  
a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  to  h i s  work y e t  ho e n j o y e d  o n ly  
i n d i f f e r e n t  h e a l t h ,  and was f r e q u e n t l y  t r o u b l e d  

w i t h  c o n s t i p a t i o n , '  t h e  bo w e ls  som et im es  n o t  b e i n g  
moved f o r  a week o r  even  l o n g e r .  From t im e  to  t im e  
a l s o  he  was t r o u b l e d  w i t h  a cough and o c c a s i o n a l l y  
a l i t t l e  s p i t t i n g  o f  b l o o d  b u t  n e v e r  more t h a n  
a few s t r e a k s  i n  t h e  ^mtumi,  L a t t e r l y  a l s o  p r o f u s e  

n o c t u r n a l  s w e a t s  h a d  come on and  he  f e l t  so much o u t  
o f  s o r t s  t h a t  he  r a r e l y  w en t  o u t  e x c e p t  t o  h i s  
w o rk .  On e x a m in in g  h im  I d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  p r e s e n c e  
o f  m o i s t  r a l e s  and  a l i t t l e  d u l n e s s  a t  t h e  b a s e  
o f  t h e  l e f t  l u n g  a t  t h e  back . When q u e s t i o n i n g  
h im  a b o u t  t h e  c o n s t i p a t i o n  he  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  he 
f e l t  a l i t t l e  m o i s t u r e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  a t  a l i t t l e  
d i s t a n c e  f rom h i s  a n u s ,  and  t h a t  so m e t im es  he 

‘ n o t i c e d  a s t a i n  o f  " M a t t e r "  on h i s  s h i r t ,  I  made
; V' h im  ex p o se  t h e  p a r t s  and I found  an  o p e n in g  i n  t h e

s k i n  a b o u t  an  i n c h  and a h a l f  f rom  h i s  anus  and 
d i r e c t l y  e x t e r n a l  to  i t ,  and so s m a l l  a s  b a r e l y  to  
a d m i t  t h e  p o i n t  o f  a p r o b e .  A t h i n  s e r o - p u r u l e n t  
d i s c h a r g e  was o o z in g  f rom i t  and more came o u t  on 
p r e s s i n g  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  p a r t s  w i t h  t h e  f i n g e r .  I 
o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h i s  d i s c h a r g e  was n o t  more o f f e n s i v e  

Tj. t h a n  t h a t  f rom an o r d i n a r y  s i n u s  and t h a t  i t  had
d ./ ■ n o t  t h e  f a e c u l e n t  o dour  u s u a l l y  n o t i c e d  i n  s u c h  c a s e s .
I' - When t h e  p r o b e  was a d m i t t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  n a r ro w
J ;■ e x t e r n a l  o r i f i c e  i t  e n t e r e d  a f a i r l y  c a p a c i o u s
I c a v i t y  o f  an  a n g u l a r  s h a p e ,  t h e  b e n d  o f  t h e  a n g l e
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b e i n g  .a t  t h e  e x t e r n a l  o r i f i c e .  One arm o f  t h i s  
c a v i t y  e x t e n d e d  i n t o  t h e  i s c h o - r e c t a l  f o s s a  to  a 

d e p t h  o f  n e a r l y  2  i n c h e s  t e r m i n â t in g  i n  a c u l - d e -  
s a c ,  and  on i n t r o d u c i n g  t h e  f o r e f i n g e r  o f  t h e  l e f t  
h a n d  i n t o  t h e  anus  t h e  p o i n t  o f  t h e  p r o b e  c o u l d  be 
f e l t  most  e a s i l y  b e tw e e n  t h e  two s p h i n c t e r s ,  b u t  
I  c o u l d  f i n d  no a p e r t u r e  i n t o  t h e  r e c t u m  a l t h o u g h  
I s e a r c h e d  v e ry  c a r e f u l l y .  The o t h e r  a rm  o f  t h e  
c a v i t y  was a s i n u s  e x t e n d i n g  d i r e c t l y  f o n v a r d s  f o r  
a b o u t  an  i n c h  u n d e r m in i n g  t h e  s k i n  o f  t h e  p e r i n -  
aeum, and was o f  v e r y  n a r ro w  c a l i b r e .

I a d v i s e d  h im to  hav e  i t  op en ed ,  and  on t h e  
1 4 t h  Feby I  went  to  h i s  h ouse  a c c o m p an ied  by an  
a s s i s t a n t .  An ounce o f  c a s t o r  o i l  was g i v e n  t h e  
n i g h t  b e f o r e  and  i n  t h e  m orn ing  t h e  r e c t u m  was 
w ashed  o u t  w i t h  an enema o f  soap  and w a t e r .  H av ing  
p u t  h im w e l l  u n d e r  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  c h l o r o f o r m  we 
g o t  h im  i n t o  t h e  l i t h o t o m y  p o s i t i o n .  The in d e x  
f i n g e r  o f  t h e  l e f t  han d  a f t e r  d i p p i n g  i t  i n  C a r b o l i c  
O i l  ( 1 - 8 0 )  v/as t h e n  i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  auus  . . I 
t h e n  i n s e r t e d  a d i r e c t o r  t h r o u g h  t h e  e x t e r n a l  
o p e n in g  and p u s h e d  i t  up t o  t h e  v e ry  end o f  t h e  
s i n u s  when I d i r e c t e d  i t s  p o i n t  in w ard s  to w a r d s  
t h e  r e c t u m  and g r a d u a l l y  p u s h e d  i t  t h r o u g h  u n t i l  
i t s  p o i n t  was f e l t  by t h e  f i n g e r .  I t h e n  s l i d  a 
p r o b e - p o i n t e d  b i s t o u r y  a l o n g  i t  i n t o  t h e  r e c tu m ,  
w i t h d r e w  t h e  d i r e c t o r ,  and  h o o k in g  t h e  f i n g e r  o v e r  
t h e  p o i n t  o f  t h e  k n i f e  drew i t  s t e a d i l y  down t h r o u g h  
t h e  s p h i n c t e r s  and o t h e r  i n t e r v e n i n g  t i s s u e s .  I 
t h e n  s l i t  up t h e  a n t e r i o r  s i n u s  by means o f  a 
d i r e c t o r  and p r o b e ' - p o i n t e d  b i s t o u r y .

A s o l u t i o n  o f  C h l o r i d e  o f  z i n c  (40 g r s  t o  Si) 
was t h e n  u s e d  t o  wash o u t  t h e  c a v i t y  w h ich  was 
t h e n  s y r i n g e d  o u t  w i t h  weak Condy’s f l u i d  and  
p a c k e d  w i t h  b o r a c i e  l i n t  and  a T -b a n d a g e  a p p l i e d .
A f t e r  h e  r e c o v e r e d  from t h e  c h l o r o f o r m  he  g o t  
85 d r o p s  o f  L i q .  ô p i i  S e d a t i v .  i n  w a t e r ,  and  a 
s i m i l a r  d r a u g h t  was l o f t  f o r  tiim i n  c a s e  he  s h o u l d  
h a v e  much p a i n  o r  u n e a s i n e s s .  On t h e  m o rn in g  o f  
t h e  1 7 t h  he took a warm h i p - b a t h  and t h e  d r e s s i n g s  
came away e a s i l y .  In  t h e  f o r e n o o n  I  d r e s s e d  i t  
a g a i n  i n  t h e  same way w a s h in g  i t  o u t  w i t h  weak 
C o n d y ' s  f l u i d  a s  b e f o r e .  The same e v e n i n g  he  took  
an ounce  o f  c a s t o r  o i l  and the, d r e s s i n g s  came 
away when t h e  bow els  moved.  The r e c t u m  was w ashed  
o u t  w i t h  warm w a t e r  i n  t h e  m o rn in g  and  t h e  wound 
was d r e s s e d  d a i l y  by me f o r  a b o u t  3 w e e k s ,  when he 
was a b l e  t o  .walk a b o u t  a l i t t l e  and c o u l d  a p p l y  
t h e  d r e s s i n g s  h i m s e l f  a s  by t h a t  t im e  t h e  wound
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was h e a l i n g  n i c e l y .  I t  was a b o u t  10 weeks  a f t e r  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  b e f o r e  i t  c o u l d  be s a i d  t o  be e n t i r e ­
l y  c l o s e d ,  and f o r  some t i m e  a f t e r w a r d s  he was 
t r o u b l e d  w i t h  an  o c c a s i o n a l  i n v o l u n t a r y  e s c a p e  o f  
f l a t u s  and  mucus a l o n g  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  c i c a t r i x ,
I s e n t  h im  away t o  Mull  f o r  a few w eeks ,  and  w h i l e  
t h e r e  he  im proved  v e r y  q u i c k l y  and g a i n e d  f l e s h .  
S i n c e  t h e n  he has  b e e n  a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  r e g u l a r l y  
t o  h i s  w ork ,  b u t  he h a s  f rom  t im e  t o  t im e  p u t  
up s p u t a  t i n g e d  w i t h  b l o o d ,  and h a s  b e e n  much 
t r o u b l e d  w i t h  c o n s t i p a t i o n .  The f i s t u l a  h a s  g i v e n  
h im  no t r o u b l e  s i n c e .  At t h e  end o f  l a s t  y e a r  
(1888)  I a d v i s e d  him to  u s e  en em ata  o f  an  ounce 
o f  G l y c e r i n e  when t h e  bo w e ls  w ere  c o n s t i p a t e d .
He h a s  had  g r e a t  r e l i e f  f rom t h i s  and h a s  fo und  i t  
o f  much more s e r v i c e  t h a n  c a s c a r a  s#g^rai(à% o r  any 
o f  t h e  o t h e r  a p e r i e n t  r e m e d ie s  he  h a s  u s e d .  S i n c e  
a b o u t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  y e a r  (1889)  
t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  an e n t i r e  a b s e n c e  o f  cough and 
s p i t t i n g  o f  b l o o d .  I  made an  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  h i s  
c h e s t  i n  May and c o u l d  f i n d  no e v i d e n c e s  o f  d u l n e s s  
o r  o t h e r  s i g n s  p o i n t i n g  t o  c o n s o l i d a t i o n .  T h i s  
was a v e ry  f a i r  exam ple  o f  t h e  B l u i d  e x t e r n a l  
v a r i e t y  o f  I n c o m p le t e  F i s t u l a .  I t  was m ark ed ly  
c h r o n i c  i n  i t s  n a t u r e  -  t h e  f a c t  o f  t h e r e  b e i n g  no 
p a i n  and c o m p a r a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  u n e a s i n e s s  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  a n u s  l u l l i n g  any a n x i e t y  i n  t h e  
p a t i e n t s  mind to  a  g r e a t  e x t e n t .  He was more con ­
c e r n e d  a b o u t  h i s  l o s s  o f  f l e s h  c o n s t i p a t i o n  and 
b lo o d y  s p u t a  and i t  was o n ly  c a s u a l l y  i n  c o u r s e  o f  
q u e s t i o n i n g  h im  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  s l u g g i s h n e s s  o f  h i s  
b o w e ls  t h a t  he d r o p p e d  a h i n t  o f  symptoms p o i n t i n g  " 
t o  f i s t u l a .  A f t e r  I  exam ined  h im  he seemed q u i t e  
s u r p r i s e d  when I  t o l d  h im  t h a t  t h e r e  was  s u c h  an  
e x t e n s i v e  c a v i t y  i n  t h e  i s c h i o - r e c t a l  f o s s a .

A l l ' t h e  s i g n s  o f  an  i n c i p i e n t  pu lm o n ary  
p h t h i s i s  w ere  p r e s e n t  -  cough ,  h a e m o p ty - s i s , l o s s  
o f  f l e s h ,  n i g h t  s w e a t s  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  
p h y s i c a l  s i g n s .  I  t h i n k  t h a t  h e r e  t h e  m ain  f a c t o r s  
i n  c a u s i n g  t h e  f i s t u l a  w ere  t h e  o b s t i n a t e l y  c o s t i v e  
c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  b o w e ls  an d  t h e  weak s t a t e  o f  t h e  
p a t i e n t ,  and t h o s e  two c a u s e s  would  o f  c o u r s e  a c t  
and r e a c t  upon one a n o t h e r .  The o p e r a t i o n  seemed, 
t o  be a t t e n d e d  xim sB * by a l m o s t  im m ed ia te  im­
p ro v e m e n t  i n  h i s  g e n e r a l  c o n d i t i o n ,  and  t h i s  
a g a i n  was g r e a t l y  a i d e d  by r e s t  and  t h e  change  t o  
t h e  f i n e  a i r  o f  M u l l .  The c e s s a t i o n  o f  t h e  cough 
and s p i t t i n g  o f  b l o o d  and t h e  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  
d u l n e s s  e t c  i n  t h e  l u n g  w ere  p e c u l i a r l y  g r a t i f y i n g
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y x A  , d ;% ^

y^y^^yo^^-tk^-yyC



f e a t u r e s ^ i n  t h i s  c a s e .
The p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  A n t e r i o r  S in u s  c o m p l i c a t e d  

t h i s  c a s e  c o n s i d e r a b l y  and  n e c e s s i t a t e d  a l a r g e r  
i n c i s i o n  b e i n g  made t h a n  i f  t h e  f i s t u l a  had  b e en  
s i m p l e .  T h i s ,  no d o u b t ,  was why g r a n u l a t i o n  took  
p l a c e  so s l o w l y .  Those  s e c o n d a r y  s i n u s e s  o c c u r  
v e r y  f r e q u e n t l y  i n  c a s e s  o f  f i s t u l a  and  i t  i s  
a b s o l u t e l y  n e c e s s a r y  t o  l a y  them open;  o t h e r w i s e  
t h e y  r e m a in  as  a c o n s t a n t  s o u r c e  o f  i r r i t a t i o n  and 
p r e v e n t  t h e  h e a l i n g  o f  t h e  wound.

T h e re  was v e ry  l i t t l e  h a e m o r rh a g e  d u r i n g  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  I t  i s  r e m a r k a b l e  what  d i f f e r e n c e s  
we f i n d  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  i n  s u c h  c a s e s .  My f r i e n d  
Dr S i n c l a i r  o f  t h e  P a r i s h  o f  Lochs  i n  t h e  I s l a n d  
o f  Lewis  i n fo rm s  me t h a t  i n  t h e  on ly  c a s e  o f  t h e  
k i n d  t h a t  he e v e r  o p e r a t e d  on t h e r e  was a t r e ­
mendous amount o f  s e c o n d a r y  h a e m o r r h a g e , -  and t h a t  
when he  was c a l l e d  t o  s e e  h i s  p a t i e n t  on t h e  day 
a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  he  found t h a t  t h e  b l o o d  h a d  
s o a k e d  r i g h t  t h r o u g h  t h e  m a t t r e s s  on t o  t h e  f l o o r .
I  remember a l s o  my f r i e n d  t h e  l a t e  Dr R o b e r t  M o f f a t t  
t e l l i n g  me, a p r o p o s  o f  a c a s e  o f  t h e  k i n d  i n  Dr 
M acleod*s  w a rd s  i n  t h e  W e s t e r n  I n f i r m a r y ,  t h a t  
he  h a d  s e e n  i t  n e c e s s a r y , t o  l i g a t u r e  s p o u t i n g  
v e s s e l s  -  p r o b a b l y  t h e  i n f e r i o r " h a e m o r r h o i d a l ,  
w h ich  b r a n c h e s  o f f  f rom t h e  p u d i e  a r t e r y  and  r u n s  
a c r o s s  t h e  i s c h i o - r e c t a l  f o s s a  t o  s u p p ly  t h e  l o w e r  
end o f  t h e  b ow el .
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Case I I .  T h o s . Ross ,  F e n c e r  i n  P u b l i c  P a r k s ,  
ag ed  56, r e s i d i n g  i n  Mount S t .  was s e e n  by me f i r s t  
i n  March 1 888 , when he c o m p la in e d  o f  a s w e l l i n g  to  
t h e  l e f t  o f  h i s  a n u s  o f  a b o u t  2 months  d u r a t i o n .
He a t t r i b u t e d  i t  t o  a c h i l l  w h ic h  he g o t  on Glasgow 
G reen  on J u b i l e e  d a y .  The r e c o r d  o f  h i s  f a m i ly  
h i s t o r y  so f a r  as  i t  c o u l d  be  a s c e r t a i n e d  was v e ry  
good ,  -  h i s  f a t h e r  and  m o th e r  h a v i n g  b o t h  a t t a i n e d  
t h e  age  o f  o v e r  80 y e a r s ,  and  h i s  p a t e r n a l  g r a n d ­
f a t h e r ,  a c e n t e n a r i a n ,  (̂ y in g  a t  t h e  age  o f  1 0 2 .
The p a t i e n t  h i m s e l f  h a d  in  h i s |y o u n g e r  d a y s  b e e n  a 
v e ry  r o b u s t  man, b u t  o f  l a t e  y e a r s  he  h ad  a c q u i r e d  
v e r y  i r r e g u l a r  and  i n t e m p e r a t e  h a b i t s  w h ich  h ad  
b r o k e n  h im  down c o n s i d e r a b l y .  T h e re  was no e v id e n c e  
o f  any o r g a n i c  d i s e a s e  i n  h i s  c h e s t .  He was a man 
o f  l a r g e  f ram e ,  b u t  p r e s e n t e d  an  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  
g r e a t e r  age  t h a n  h i s  y e a r s  w a r r a n t e d .

He s t a t e d  t o  me t h a t  a b o u t  lOmonths  p r e v i o u s  
t o  my s e e i n g  h im  he  b e g a n  to  have  an  u n e a s y  f e e l i n g  
a b o u t  h i s  a n u s  e s p e c i a l l y  when he  was a t  s t o o l .
T h i s  g r a d u a l l y  i n t e n s i f i e d  u n t i l  i t  became v e ry  
p a i n f u l  -  t h e  p a i n  b e i n g  o f  a b u r n i n g  c h a r a c t e r ,  and  
a f t e r w a r d s  t h e  s w e l l i n g  g r a d u a l l y  d e v e l o p e d ,  and 
he  h a d  o c c a s s i o n a l  d i s c h a r g e s  o f  pus  when a t  s t o o l .  
He was n a t u r a l l y  s o m e w h a t j c o n s t i p a t e d .

On ex a m in in g  h im  I  found  a c o l d ,  f l u c t u a n t  
s w e l l i n g  t o  t h e  l e f t  o f  h i s  a n u s ,  b u t  on i n t r o ­
d u c i n g  t h e  f i n g e r  i n t o  t h e  bowel  no o p e n in g  c o u l d  
be f e l t  i n  t h e  w a l l  o f  t h e  g u t .  On t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
d a y ,  a f t e r  h a v i n g  t h e  bo w e ls  c l e a r e d ,  he  was p u t  
u n d e r  c h l o r o f o r m ,  t h e  a b s c e s s  was bpened  f r e e l y ,  
and  a good q u a n t i t y  o f  f o e t i d  pus  e s c a p e d .  A 
p r o b e  was t h e n  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  s i n u s  and I 
t h e n  fo und  t h a t  t h e r e  was a s m a l l  o p e n i n g  j u s t  above 
t h e  i n t e r n a l  s p h in c te r^ -  t h r o u g h  w h ich  t h e  p o i n t  o f  
t h e  p r o b e e  c o u l d  e n t e r  t h e  b o w e l .  A d i r e c t o r  was 
p u s h e d  t h r o u g h  t h i s ,  and  t h e  s p h i n c t e r s  d i v i d e d  
w i t h  a p r o b e - p o i n t e d  b i s t o u r y .  The wound was t h e n  
w ash ed  o u t  w i t h  a s o l u t i o n  o f  c h l o r i d e  o f  Zinc 
(40 g r s .  t o  l ô à ) a n d  was t h e n  w e l l  f i l l e d  w i t h  wood­
wool  s p r i n k l e d  o v e r  w i t h  i o d o fo r m  and a T b a n d ag e  
a p p l i e d .

G r a n u l a t i o n s  w ere  b u i l t  up v e ry  s lo w ly  i n  t h i s  
c a s e .  I  d r e s s e d  i t  d a i l y  a f t e r  t h e  3 r d  day f o r  
o v e r  f o u r  w e e k s .  A f t e r w a r d s  he d r e s s e d  i t  h i m s e l f .  
He was s t i l l  o c c a s i o n a l l y  h a v i n g  d r i n k i n g  b o u t s ,
I  h e a r d  f rom a f r i e n d  o f  h i s  t h a t  i t  was n o t  h e a l e d
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i n  May o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  y e a r  and t h a t  he  was b r e a k i n g  
down r a p i d l y  owing t o  i n t e m p e r a t e  h a b i t s .

T h i s  man was an  e x t r e m e l y  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  
p a t i e n t  t o  d e a l  w i t h ,  and h a d  I known i n  t i m e  w hat  
h i s  h a b i t s  w e re  I q u e s t i o n  v e ry  much i f  I  w o u ld  have  
t a k e n  h i s  c a s e  i n  han d  a t  a l l .  I t  was an  o r d i n a r y  

c a s e  o f  B l i n d  I n t e r n a l  F i s t u l a ,  and from t h e  co n ­
d i t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r t s  i n v o l v e d  t h e r e  was no r e a s o n  
to  a n t i c i p a t e  an  u n s u c c e s s f u l  r e s u l t ,  a s  t h e r e  
was no e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  d i s e a s e  b eyond  t h e  i n t e r ­
n a l  o p e n in g  and I c o u l d  d i s c o v e r  no s e c o n d a r y  s i n u s ­
es b r a n c h i n g  o f f  f rom t h e  main  s i n u s .  Gold v/as 
e v i d e n t l y  t h e  e x c i t i n g  c a u s e  s e t t i n g  up s u b - a c u t e  
i n f l a m m a t i o n  i n  t h e  i s c h i o - r e c t a l  f o s s a  c u l m i n a t i n g  
i n  an  a b s c e s s  w h ic h  b u r s t  i n t o  t h e  b o w e l .  The 
e s c a p e  a t  t i m e s  i n t o  t h e  c a v i t y  o f  f o r e i g n  m a t t e r  
f rom t h e  bow el  w o u ld  t e n d  t o  k e e p  up in f l a m m a t o r y  
a c t i o n  w i t h  f o r m a t i o n  o f  pus  w h ic h  found  an  o u t ­
l e t  i n t o  t h e  bow el  and  e s c a p e d  a l o n g  w i t h  h i s  
mot i o n s  .
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Case I I I ,  Wm R e id ,  A b i n g t o n  S t ,  I r o n - m o u l d e r
ag ed  3 8 ,  came t o  me i n  May, 1887 c o m p l a i n i n g  o f  
p a i n  and  o c c a s i o n a l  d i s c h a r g e s  o f  p u s  j u s t  a t  t h e  
v e r g e  o f  t h e  a n u s .  He was a s p a r e  d y s p e p t i c  
l o o k i n g  man, an  i n v e t e r a t e  t e a - d r i n k e r  and  h a d  
l o s t  most  o f  h i s  t e e t h .  No i n f o r m a t i o n  p o i n t i n g  
t o  any h e r e d i t a r y  t a i n t  v/as e l i c i t e d  on e n q u i r y  
i n t o  h i s  f a m i l y  h i s t o r y .  B o th  h i s  f a t h e r  and  m o th e r  
w ere  a t  t h e  t im e  a l i v e  and h e a l t h y .  He v/as one o f  
a f a m i l y  o f  s i x ,  two o f  whom w ere  d e a d -  b o t h  how­
e v e r  o f  p u lm o n a ry  d i s e a s e ,  one o f  p l e u r i s y  and t h e  
o t h e r  o f  p neum on ia  c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  p u lm o n ary  a b s c e s s .  
The p a t i e n t  h i m s e l f  v/as t e m p e r a t e  and  a lw a y s  h ad  
b e e n  as  r e g a r d s  t h e  u s e  o f  s t i m u l a n t s ,  and  a l t h o u g h  
n e v e r  e n j o y i n g  r o b u s t  h e a l t h  h ad  a lw a y s  b e e n  a b l e  
to  a t t e n d  t o  h i s  w o r k .  H i s  l u n g s  on p h y s i c a l  ex ­
a m i n a t i o n  a p p e a r e d  t o  be i n  a f a i r l y  h e a l t h y  
c o n d i t i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  e x p i r a t o r y  murmur v/as p r o ­
l o n g e d  somewhat a t  t h e  r i g h t  a p e x ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  
t h e  back  i n  w h ich  p o s i t i o n  t h e r e  v/as a l s o  i n c r e a s e  
o f  d u l n e s s  a s  com pared  w i t h  t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e .  I 
r e m a rk e d ,  h o w ev er ,  no h i s t o r y  o f  cough and  no n o t e ­
w o r th y  amount o f  e x p e c t o r a t i o n ,  and  t h e  c h e s t  v/as 
e n t i r e l y  f r e e  f rom r â l e s  o f  any k i n d .

He t o l d  me t h a t  h e  h a d  e x p e r i e n c e d  a f e e l i n g  
o f  p a i n  and  d i s c o m f o r t  a t  h i s  . a n u s  as  f a r  b ack  a s  
1881 , and  t h a t  a l i t t l e  lump g a t h e r e d  a t  i n t e r v a l s  
o u t s i d e  t h e  . a n u s  and  b u r s t  d i s c h a r g i n g  p u s .  He 
d i d  n o t  t r o u b l e  h i m s e l f  much a b o u t  i t  t h i n k  in g  t h a t  
i t  was " p i l e s "  . He h a d  c o n s u l t e d  a  d o c t o r  a month 
o r  tv/o b e f o r e  he  came to  me, and  he  t o l d  h im  t h a t  he 
was s u f f e r i n g  f rom  p i l e s  and g a v e  h im  some o i n t m e n t  
to  a p p l y ,  b u t  i n s t e a d  o f  g i v i n g  r e l i e f  i t  a p p e a r e d  
t o  make m a t t e r s  w o r s e .

On e x a m i n a t i o n  I  found  a s m a l l  o p e n i n g  i n  t h e  
sk i n  a t  t h e  edge  o f  t h e  a n u s  p o s t e r i o r l y  . A few 
d r o p s  o f  i c h o r o u s  pus- tin l’okiis.d. from; i t  d u r i n g  ex­
a m i n a t i o n .  When e x p l o r e d  w i t h  t h e  p r o b e  i t  was 
found  to  l e a d  i n t o  a n a r ro w  and  s t r a i g h t  s i n u s  d i r ­
e c t e d  o b l i q u e l y  f o r w a r d s  and  u p w a rd s ,  and  t e r m i n ­
a t i n g  i n  an  o p e n in g  on t h e  l e f t  s i d e  o f  t h e  bowel  
j u s t  a t  t h e  u p p e r  b o r d e r  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a l  s p h i n c t e r  

On t h e  e v e n i n g  o f  t h e  2 n d  J u n e  he  to o k  f u l l y  
an ounce  o f  c a s t o r  o i l  and t h e  n e x t  m o rn in g  t h e  
r e tu m ,  was c l e a r e d  o u t  w i t h  an enema.  In  t h e  f o r e ­
noon  he  v/as a n a e s t h e t i z e d  by means o f  c h l o r o f o r m ,  
a d i r e c t o r  was p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  s i n u s  and  t h e n
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a p r o b e - p o i n t e d  b i s t o u r y  was g u i d e d  a l o n g  t h e  d i r ­
e c t o r  u n t i l  i t s  p o i n t  was f e l t  i n  t h e  r e c t u m .  The 
d i r e c t o r  was t h e n  w i t h d r a w n  and  t h e  p o i n t  o f  t h e  
b i s t o u r y  p u l l e d  down by t h e  f o r e f i n g e r  o f  t h e  l e f t  
han d  i n  thc|rec:tU:%  d i v i d i n g  t h e  mucous membrane 
o v e r l y i n g  t h e  s i n u s .  The s p h i n c t e r  was t h e n  p u t  
on t h e  s t r e t c h  by means o f  t h e  two thumbs i n s e r t e d  
i n t o  t h e  a n u s  and drawn a p a r t  so a s  t o  p a r a l y s e  
t h e  f i b r e s  o f  t h e  m u s c l e .  A l i t t l e  c r y s t a l l i n e  
io d o fo rm  was t h e n  d u s t e d  o v e r  t h e  wound and  t h e
an u s  was s t u f f e d  w e l l  w i t h  b o r a c i e  l i n t .  An o p i a t e  

was a f t e r w a r d s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  t o  k e e p  t h e  b o w e ls  
a t  r e s t  f o r  a day o r  tw o .  On t h e  6 t h  h e  took,  a 
h o t  h i p - b a t h  and  a f t e r  r e m o v a l  o f  t h e  d r e s s i n g s  
t h e  r e c t u m  was w ash ed  o u t  w i t h  an  enema o f  h o t  
w a t e r  and f r e s h  l i n t  and  io d o f o r m  w ere  a p p l i e d .  I 
d r e s s e d  i t  d a i l y  f o r  a week s y r i n g i n g  i t  e v e ry  
t im e  w i t h  a s a t u r a t e d  s o l u t i o n  o f  b o r a c i e  a c i d .  He 
was t h e n  a b l e  t o  go t o  h i s  work and  l i t t l e  o v e r  a 
f o r t n i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h e  wound was q u i t e  
c i c a t r i z e d .  I  saw h im  a g a i n  i n J a n u a r y  1889 and 
he  t o l d  me t h a t  i t  had  n e v e r  g i v e n  h im  any t r o u b l e ,  
and  i t  was o n ly  a n jc lo se  e x a m i n a t i o n  t h a t  I  c o u l d  
even  d i s c o v e r  t h e  c i c a t r i x .  He i s  t r o u b l e d  p r e t t y  
much w i t h  n i g h t  s w e a t s ,  b u t  o t h e r w i s e  he  a p p e a r s  
t o  be i n  f a i r l y  good h e a l t h .  ^

T h i s  was an  i n s t a n c e  o f  w hat  E r i c h s e n  c a l l s  
Anal  A b s c e s s .  The a b s c e s s  forms i n  t h e  submucous 
t i s s u e  i m m e d i a t e l y  above  t h e  a#.us and s u p e r ­
f i c i a l  t o  t h e  s p h i n c t e r  and  may’ be c a u s e d  e i t h e r  by 
s u p p u r a t i o n  o c c u r r i n g  u n d e r n e a t h  i n f l a m e d  i n t e r n a l  
p i l e s ,  o r  by f o r e i g n  b o d i e s  e s c a p i n g  f rom  t h e  
r e c t u m .  The p u s  r e a d i l y  w orks  i t s  way downwards 
b e tw e e n  t h e  mucous membrane and t h e  m u s c le  u n t i l  i t
r e a c h e s  t h e  a n u s ,  w h ere  i t  a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  form
o f  a r o u n d e d ,  s o f t ,  p r o j e c t i n g  n o d u l e  w h i c h  r e a d i l y  
b u r s t s  i f  i t  i s  n o t  i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h ,  and i s  a p t  
to  g a t h e r  a g a i n  a t  i n t e r v a l s . I n  t h i s  c a s e  t h e r e  
was no e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  p i l e s ,  and  I
t h i n k  i t  i s  h i g h l y  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  some s h a r p  p o i n t e d
body h a d  e s c a p e d  f rom  t h e  bow el  e x c i t i n g  i n f l a m m a t ­
o ry  a c t i o n j a s  t h e  i n t e r n a l  o p e n in g  o f  t h e  s i n u s  was 
j u s t  a t  t h e  p o i n t  w h ere  s u ch  an  a c c i d e n t  w o u ld  
be most  l i k e l y  t o  o c c u r ,  v i z i  a t  t h e  n a r r o w i n g  o f  
t h e  r e c t u m  a t  t h e  u p p e r  b o r d e r  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a l  s p h i n ­
c t e r .  He h a d  no d o u b t s  b u t  t h a t  h e  was s u f f e r i n g
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a p r o b e - p o i n t e d  b i s t o u r y  was g u i d e d  a l o n g  t h e  d i r ­
e c t o r  u n t i l  i t s  p o i n t  was f e l t  i n  t h e  r e c t u m .  The 
d i r e c t o r  was t h e n  w i t h d r a w n  and t h e  p o i n t  o f  t h e  
b i s t o u r y  p u l l e d  down by t h e  f o r e f i n g e r  o f  t h e  l e f t  
han d  i n  the| rec:tu% d i v i d i n g  t h e  mucous membrane 
o v e r l y i n g  t h e  s i n u s .  The s p h i n c t e r  was t h e n  p u t  
on t h e  s t r e t c h  by means o f  t h e  tv/o thumbs i n s e r t e d  
i n t o  t h e  a n u s  and drawn a p a r t  so  a s  t o  p a r a l y s e  
t h e  f i b r e s  o f  t h e  m u s c l e .  A l i t t l e  c r y s t a l l i n e  
i o d o fo r m  was t h e n  d u s t e d  o v e r  t h e  wound an d  t h e  
an u s  v/as s t u f f e d  v / e l l  w i t h  b o r a c i e  l i n t .  An o p i a t e  

was a f t e r w a r d s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  t o  k e e p  t h e  b o w e ls  
a t  r e s t  f o r  a day o r  tw o .  On t h e  6 t h  he  took,  a 
h o t  h i p - b a t h  and  a f t e r  r e m o v a l  o f  t h e  d r e s s i n g s  
t h e  r e c t u m  was w a sh e d  o u t  w i t h  an  enema o f  h o t  
w a t e r  and f r e s h  l i n t  and  i o d o f o r m  w ere  a p p l i e d .  I 
d r e s s e d  i t  d a i l y  f o r  a week s y r i n g i n g  i t  ev e ry  
t im e  w i t h  a s a t u r a t e d  s o l u t i o n  o f  b o r a c i e  a c i d .  He 
was t h e n  a b l e  t o  go t o  h i s  work and  l i t t l e  o v e r  a 
f o r t n i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h e  wound v/as q u i t e  
c i c a t r i z e d .  I  sav/ h im  a g a i n  i n J a n u a r y  1889 and 
he  t o l d  me t h a t  i t  h ad  n e v e r  g i v e n  h im  any t r o u b l e ,  
and i t  was o n ly  a n jc lo se  e x a m in â t  i o n  t h a t  I  c o u l d  
even  d i s c o v e r  t h e  c i c a t r i x .  He i s  t r o u b l e d  p r e t t y  
much w i t h  n i g h t  s w e a t s ,  b u t  o t h e r w i s e  he  a p p e a r s  
t o  be i n  f a i r l y  good h e a l t h .  ^

T h i s  was an  i n s t a n c e  o f  w hat  E r i c h s e n  c a l l s  
Anal  A b s c e s s .  The a b s c e s s  forms i n  t h e  submucous 
t i s s u e  i m m e d i a t e l y  above  t h e  aaaus and  s u p e r ­
f i c i a l  t o  t h e  s p h i n c t e r  and  may’ be c a u s e d  e i t h e r  by 
s u p p u r a t i o n  o c c u r r i n g  u n d e r n e a t h  i n f l a m e d  i n t e r n a l  
p i l e s ,  o r  by f o r e i g n  b o d i e s  e s c a p i n g  f rom  t h e  
r e c t u m .  The p u s  r e a d i l y  w orks  i t s  way doy/nv/ards 
b e tw e e n  t h e  mucous membrane and  t h e  m u s c l e  u n t i l  i t
r e a c h e s  t h e  a n u s ,  w h e re  i t  a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  form
o f  a r o u n d e d ,  s o f t ,  p r o j e c t i n g  n o d u l e  w h i c h  r e a d i l y  
b u r s t s  i f  i t  i s  n o t  i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h ,  and i s  a p t  
t o  g a t h e r  a g a i n  a t  i n t e r v a l s .  I n  t h i s  c a s e  t h e r e  
was no e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  p i l e s ,  and  I
t h i n k  i t  i s  h i g h l y  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  some s h a r p  p o i n t e d
body h a d  e s c a p e d  from t h e  b ow el  e x c i t i n g  i n f l a m m a t ­
ory  a c t i o i ^ a s  t h e  i n t e r n a l  o p e n in g  o f  t h e  s i n u s  was 
j u s t  a t  t h e  p o i n t  w h e re  s u c h  an  a c c i d e n t  w o u ld  
be most  l i k e l y  t o  o c c u r ,  v i z i  a t  t h e  n a r r o w i n g  o f  
t h e  r e c t u m  a t  t h e  u p p e r  b o r d e r  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a l  s p h i n ­
c t e r ,  He h a d  no d o u b t s  b u t  t h a t  he  v/as s u f f e r i n g  
f rom p i l e s ,  and  t h e  d o c t o r  whom h e  c o n s u l t e d  t r u s t ­
ed t o  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  g i v e n  by t h e  p a t i e n t  and  d i d
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n o t  t a k e  t h e  t r o u b l e  t o  e x a m i n e ^ h i m s e l f • One i s  
v e ry  much t e m p t e d  t o  do t h i s  i n  o r d i n a r y  s u r g e r y  
p r a c t i c e ,  b u t  a s  a r u l e  o f  p r e c e e d u r e  i t  i s  v e r y  
u n s a f e . I  h a v e  no d o u b t  t h a t  t h i s  p a t i e n t  was a l s o  
t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  p h t h i s i c a H ^ t a i n t  and  t h i s  h a d  
s o m e th in g  t o  do w i t h  p r e v e n t i n g  i t  f rom h e a l i n g  
s p o n t a n e o u s l y
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Case IV .  M alco lm  S t e v / a r t , Mason, G a r r i o c h m i l l  Road, 
aged  2 9 ,  came t o  me in  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  May, 1888 , 
c o m p l a i n i n g  o f  an i n f l a m e d  and p a i n f u l  s w e l l i n g  
i n  t h e  i s c h i o - r e c t a l  f o s s a  on t h e  l e f t  s i d e .  He 
a t t r i b u t e d  i t  t o  s i t t i n g  f o r  some t im e  on a  c o l d  
s t o n e .  H i s  f a m i ly  h i s t o r y  was good ,  and  h e  h i m s e l f  
h a d  a lw a y s  e n j o y e d  good  h e a l t h .

T h r o b b i n g ,  and  s h o o t i n g  p a i n  f o l l o w e d  by a 
f e e l i n g  o f  f u l n e s s  b e g a n  in  t h e  n e i g h b o u r h o o d  o f  t h e  
anus  and  p e r i n a e u m  a b o u t  a f o r t n i g h t  b e f o r e  -I saw 
h i m .  On e x a m i n a t i o n  I  fo und  a  t e n s e ,  p a i n f u l  amd 
f l u c t u a n t  s w e l l i n g  w i t h  a r e d  and  i n f l a m e d  s u r f a c e  
a l i t t l e  t o  t h e  l e f t  o f  t h e  a n u s  and  e x t e n d i n g  
somewhat on t o  t h e  g l u t e a l  r e g i o n .

I  f i r s t  made a f r e e  i n c i s i o n  w i t h  a Sym e 's  
a b s c e s s  k n i f e ,  and  t h e n  f i n d i n g  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  
u s e  a d i r e c t o r  and  p r o b e - p o i n t e d  b i s t o u r y  I  c a r r i e d  
t h e  t h e  i n c i s i o n  t o w a r d s  t h e  g l u t e a l  r e g i o n .  The *
n e i g h b o u r i n g  i n t e g u m e n t s  w e re  c o n s i d e r a b l y  u n d e r ­
m ined  and  a l a r g e  q u a n t i t y  o f  l a u d a b l e  pus  g u s h e d  
o u t .  The c a v i t y  o f  t h e  a b s c e s s  e x t e n d e d  t o  a 
d e p t h  o f  a b o u t  an  i n c h  and  a h a l f  i n t o  t h e  i s c h i o ­
r e c t a l  f o s s a ,  a c e r t a i n  amount o f  h e a l t h y  t i s s u e  
i n t e r v e n i n g  b e tw e e n  i t  and  t h e  b o w e l .  I  s e a r c h e d  
v e ry  c a r e f u l l y  w i t h  a p r o b e  b u t  c o u l d  d e t e c t  no 
f u r t h e r  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  s i n u s .  I  w ash ed  o u t  t h e  
c a v i t y  w e l l  w i t h  a  s a t u r a t e d  s o l u t i o n  o f  b o r a c i e  
a c i d ,  d u s t e d  some i o d o f o r m  i n t o  i t  an d  s t u f f e d  
i t  w i t h  b o r a c i e  l i n t .  I  d r e s s e d  i t  d a i l y  i n  t h i s  
way f o r  a b o u t  a week ,  and  t h e n  fo u n d  i t  n e c e s s a r y  
t o  c l i p  o f f  some o f  t h e  o v e r h a n g i n g  f l a p s  o f  s k i n .
At ea ch  d r e s s i n g  t h e  c a v i t y  was s y r i n g e d  o u t  w i t h  
c o n c e n t r a t e d  b o r a c i e  s o l u t i o n .  I t  g r a n u l a t e d  w e l l ,  
and i n  10 weeks  t h e r e  was a c o m p le t e  c i c a t r i x .  I  
saw h im  i n  t h e  m id d le  o f  F e b r u a r y ,  1 8 8 9 , when he  
t o l d  me t h a t  he  h a d  n e v e r  h a d  any t r o u b l e  w i t h  i t  
s i n c e ,  and  t h a t  he  f e l t  i n  a s  good  h e a l t h  a s  e v e r  
he  d i d .

T h i s  was a c a s e  o f  a c u t e  I s c h i o - R e c t a l  A b s c e s s  
o c c u r r i n g  in  a p a t i e n t  q u i t e  f r e e  f rom any s u s p i c i o n  
o f  b e i n g  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  any p h t h i s i c a l  t a i n t ,  and  
was  d i r e c t l y  t r a c e a b l e  t o  c o l d .  The a b s c e s s  v/as 
v e ry  e x t e n s i v e ,  and  t h i s  was no d o u b t ,  why i t  took  
so l o n g  t o  h e a l .  He was a b l e  t o  go t o  h i s  work 3 
weeks a f t e r  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  a b s c e s s ,  I  w a i t e d  
f o r  a week b e f o r e  c u t t i n g  o f f  t h e  o v e r h a n g i n g  f l a p s  
o f  s k i n  t o  a l l o w  t h e  a c u t e n e s s  o f  t h e  i n f  1 ammation



7 ^ /  Y /^  Y J X < U .^ Y X̂ ZcyiX. yzYYcyXf Z!fYay^<9y^4Ày yxY Y i.

^  j ^ Y p i X ^  Y ^ Y tS x e X Z C  y z Y c A jC X  Z C z Z iZ ty iz y Y z x P

{ Z * x < ^ C x y ix S tY y € x ty t y e x Y Y x  e ^

y z Y : Z f ,g y ty X ^ y

■ Z y i^ Y c y ^ ^  -^ y e x Z y Y x  ^ ^ c x --< * ^ lt,2 ,.« ^ /
y ^ Y z < iy ^ ^ '* - Y x . y Z «  £ y Z Z < Y * ^ '* Z P y ^ ^ ^ < Z y * ^  y Z y Y ty Y x  ^ y Y Æ z A t ^ ^  

ge^^yyxg> C  .=< .X y Z y 'Y p - iS y ^  ^ tZ ^ y Z x A x P  x ^ x Z  C c Y Y

^  ^ ^ Y ^ y C y X y X y c Y ^  x Y y C < y ^ ^ £ a < jZ z ^  y Y  Y ^ ^ y Y tY ^ - 'i x a ^  ^ L Z t* * X - t ^ y Y ^ P

g :^  g_X y*y< ytyY c< y< P  y -Y o ^ y C A ^  g  Z H Z e X yzC

^ Y ^ :X y X ty < J  y zY y Z X O L X : Y ^ x y ty p y * * /Z t ^  J ^ - ^ y e y ,Y  C Z >

^ ' ‘̂ O y ty P -'̂ ^x y x ^P X y Z  L y ^^C y O y ^^X x iX . ,  Y ^ ^ '^ * Z y Y Y  ^■ '̂Z-̂ 'C ẑY Y zx  ̂ y Z ^ lC (_
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t o  s u b s i d e  , and so  t o  m i n i m i z e  t h e  r i s k  o f  h a e ­
m o r r h a g e .  I  g a t h e r  f rom  E r i c h s e n  ( o p . c i t )  t h a t - h e  
c o n s i d e r s  s u c h  c a s e s  c e r t a i n  t o  t e r m i n a t e  s o o n e r  
o r  l a t e r  i n  f i s t u l a ,  b u t  t h i s  c a s e  shews t h a t  s u c h  
i s  by no means a n e c e s s a r y  s e q u e n c e .
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Case V. Mrs M cC o n n e l l ,  a g e d  3 0 ,  r e s i d i n g  i n  
K e l v i n  S t r e e t ,  c a l l e d  me i n  t o  s e e  h e r  on t h e  2 n d  
F e b r u a r y ,  1 8 8 9 .  She w as  c o m p l a i n i n g  o f  an  a c u t e l y  
p a i n i h l  s w e l l i n g  i n  t h e  l e f t  i s c h i o - r b c r t a l  f o s s a .
I  h a d  a t t e n d e d  h e r  i n  h e r  f i r s t  c o n f i n e m e n t  t h r e e  
weeks  p r e v i o u s l y .  The 2 n d  s t a g e  o f  t h e  l a b o u r  was 
c o n s i d e r a b l y  p r o t r a c t e d  owing t o  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  
e f f i c i e n t  p r o p u l s i v e  p a i n s .  The p r e s e n t a t i o n  was 
c r a n i a l  (2nd  p o s i t i o n )  and  I  d e l i v e r e d  h e r  by t h e  
a i d  o f  t h e  f o r c e p s .  T h e re  was o n ly  t h e  most  
t r i f l i n g  l a c e r a t i o n  a t  t h e  p o s t e r i o r  com m issu re  
o f  t h e  v a g i n a ,  and d u r i n g  t h e  w eek^s  a t t e n d a n c e ,  
t h a t  I  made a f t e r w a r d s  I  gave  most  p a r t i c u l a r  i n ­
s t r u c t i o n s ,  as  I  a lw a y s  do ,  t h a t  t h e  p a r t s  s h o u l d  
be c a r e f u l l y  w ash ed  d a i l y  w i t h  l u k e - w a rm  w a t e r ,  and  
sh e  a p p e a r e d  to  be  m aking  a f a i r l y  good r e c o v e r y .

H er  f a m i l y  h i s t o r y  was g o o d .  She h e r s e l f  was
a t h i n ,  p a l e ,  l a n g u i d ,  u n h e a l t h y  l o o k i n g  vfoman, 
b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  s h e  h a d  n e v e r  h a d  any a c u t e  i l l n e s s ,  
a n d  t h a t  s h e  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  c o n f i n e d  t o  b ed  f o r  
more t h a n  a  day o r  two a t  a t i m e .  She h a d  a  n a r ro w
f l a t  c h e s t ,  b u t  t h e r e  w e re  no s i g n s  o f  t u b e r c u l a r
d i s e a s e ,  and  she  was  n e v e r  t r o u b l e d  w i t h  a  co u g h .

She t o l d  me t h a t  a day o r  t w o - a f t e r  I  h ad  
c e a s e d  a t t e n d i n g  h e r  f o r - h e r  c o n f i n e m e n t  sh e  h a d  
a s l i g h t  s h i v e r i n g  and t h a t  a f t e r w a r d s  she  became 
f e v e r i s h , a n d  f e l t  p a i n  n e a r  t h e  a n u s  and  c o m p a r a t ­
i v e l y  s u p e r f i c i a l .  She h a d  p o u l t i c e s  a p p l i e d , a n d  
a s w e l l i n g  g r a d u a l l y  fo rm e d .

I fo u n d  t h i s  s w e l l i n g  i n f l a m e d  and  f l u c t u a n t ,  
and  on o p e n in g  i t  w i t h  a  Sym e 's  a b s c e s s  k n i f e  a 
good  q u a n t i t y  o f  l a u d a b l e  p u s  r u s h e d  o u t .  The 
C a v i ty  o f  t h e  a b s c e s s  e x t e n d e d  i n t o  t h e  i s c h i o ­
r e c t a l  f o s s a  t o  t h e  d e p t h  o f  o v e r  an  i n c h  b u t  d i d  
n o t  a p p r o a c h  n e a r  t h e  b o w e l .  I  s y r i n g e d  i t  o u t  
w i t h  warm b o r a c i c  s o l u t i o n  and d r e s s e d  i t  w i t h  
b o r a c i c  l i n t .  Tvro d ay s  l a t e r ,  on t h e  a c u t e n e s s  o f  
t h e  symptoms s u b s i d i n g ,  I  e n l a r g e d  t h e  e x t e r n a l  
o p e n i n g  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  h i p  w i t h  a d i r ­
e c t o r  and p r o b e - p o i n t e d  b i s t o u r y .  I  t h e n  f i l l e d  
t h e  c a v i t y  w i t h  w ood-wool  s p r i n k l e d  w i t h  io d o fo rm ,  
and  I  k e p t  t h e  d r e s s i n g  i n  s i t u ' w i t h  s t r i p e s  o f  
s t i c k i n g  p l a s t e r .  I  a l s o  gav e  h e r  a t o n i c  c o n s i s t ­
i n g  o f  Qunine  and  T i n c t  . F e r r  . P e r c h l o r . and  k e p t  h e r  
i n  bed  f o r  a f o r t n i g h t ,  d r e s s i n g  t h e  wound d a i l y .
By t h e  end o f  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  wound was n e a r l y  f i l l e d  

w i t h  f i r m  h e a l t h  g r a n u l a t i o n s ,  and  sh e  was a b l e  t o
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a t t e n d  t o  h e r  h o u s e h o l d  d u t i e s .  From t h e  f i r s t  
sh e  h a d  v e r y  l i t t l e  m i l k ,  and  t h e  c h i l d  h a d  t o  be 
f e d  f rom a n u r s i n g  b o t t l e .  ,

T h i s  was t o  me an  e x t r e m e l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  c a s e ,
, a s  i t  was t h e  o n ly  i n s t a n c e  o f  t h e  k i n d  o c c u r r i n g  
among n e a r l y  BOO c a s e s  o f  m i d w i f e r y  t h a t  I  hav e  
a t t e n d e d ,  and  I  h a v e  o f t e n  p u z z l e d  m y s e l f  i n  
s p e c u l a t i n g  w hat  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  e x c i t i n g  c a u s e  
T h e re  was n o t h i n g  u n u s u a l  i n  h e r  c o n f i n e m e n t  
b e y o n d  w hat  o c c u r s  i n  an  o r d i n a r y  f o r c e p s  c a s e ,  
and  by t h e i r  a i d  d e l i v e r y  was v e r y  e a s i l y  e f f e c t e d .  
I  h av e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  i n i t i a l  c a u s e  may hav e  
b e e n  t h r o m b o s i s  o c c u r r i n g  i n  one o f  t h e  h a e -  
m o r r h o i d a l  v e i n s  w i t h  s o f t e n i n g  o f  t h e  th ro m b u s  
and  c o n s e q u e n t  s u p p u r a t i v e  i n f l a m i n a t i o n . The co n ­
d i t i o n s  f a v o u r a b l e  t o  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  t h r o m b o s i s  
w o u ld  be p r e s e n t .  Thus p r e s s u r e  o f  t h e  g r a v i d  u t ­
e r u s '  a c t i n g  on t h e  v e i n s  i n  t h e  p e l v i s  d u r i n g  t h e  
l a t e r  months  o f  p r e g n a n c y  m ig h t  r e a d i l y  in d u c e  
d e g e n e r a t i v e  change  i n  t h e  w a l l  o f  t h e  s m a l l e r  
b r a n c h e s  o f  t h o s e  v e s s e l s ,  and  t h i s  w o u ld  t e n d  t o  
t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a t h ro m b u s  .

I f  my s u s p i c i o n  i s  c o r r e c t ,  an d  h a d  t h e  
m i s c h i e f  o r i g i n a t e d  h i g h e r  up i n  t h e  p e l v i s  i t  

m ig h t  h a v e  g i v e n  r i s e  t o  p e l v i c  c e l l u l i t i s . I n  t h e  
t e x t  books  I  h a v e  c o n s u l t e d  I  h av e  n o t  s e e n  t h i s  

q u e s t i o n  m ooted ,  and  I am c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  i t  i s  a 
p o i n t  d e s e r v i n g  a t  l e a s t  o f  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .
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4 :;ÿ^C yy£ A y^L y£ y€ . yyty< ^ /C y ^ K y ^ ^ ^  y i  A : : ^ ti j^ À U ^

^ é y y ^ n ^  ^ ^ y £ y 7 < 2 y ti< .̂  ^  y z < y < y ^ . 4 d Z ^ d y A y iZ y ty y -^ y ^ ;y t:y .̂ y ^  ̂  y ^ J ^ _ _ y ,e ^  < S K _

y y y ^ ^ .̂ tÿ 7 y * y ^ y C ^
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I t  w i l l  be  a s  w e l l  h e r e  t o  g i v e  a b r i e f  
d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e a n a t o m i c a l  r e l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p a r t s  
i n  w h ich  t h e  above  d i s e a s e s  o c c u r ,  a s  t h i s  i s  n e c e s s ­
a r y  t o  a p r o p e r  a p p r e h e n s i o n  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  and  

to  t h e  m e a s u re s  a d o p t e d  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  a f f e c t ­
i o n s  s u r g i c a l l y .

The I s c h i o - r e c t a l  f o s s a  i s  a s p a c e  o f  
p y r a m i d a l  fo rm  l y i n g  b e tw e e n  t h e  r e c t u m  a n d - t h e  
i s c h i a l  b o n e .  I t  i s  f i l l e d  by a s o f t  g r a n u l a r  f a t . 
Roughly  s p e a k i n g ,  i t s  d i m e n s i o n s  a r e  a&out one i n c h  
w id e  a t  t h e  s u r f a c e ,  and  i t  i s  a b o u t  two i n c h e s  i n  

d e p t h .  E x t e r n a l l y  i t  i s  b o u n d ed  by t h e  o b t u r a t o r  
f a s c i a  c o v e r i n g  t h e  o b t u r a t o r  i n t e r n e s  m u s c l e ;  
i n t e r n a l l y ,  by t h e  r e c t o - v e s i c a l  f a s c i a  i n  c o n t a c t  
w i t h  t h e  l e v a t o r  a n i  m u s c l e .  I n  f r o n t  i t  i s  l i m i t ­
ed by t h e  t r i a n g u l a r  l i g a m e n t ,  an d  b e h i n d  by t h e  
g r e a t  s u c r o - s c i a t i c  l i g a m e n t  and  g l u t e n s  maximus 
m u s c l e .  L y in g  c l o s e  t o  t h e  i s c h i a l  t u b e r o s i t y  a r e  
t h e  p u d i c  v e s s e l s  and n e r v e .  P o s t e r i o r l y  t h e  a r t e r y  
l i e s  a t  a d e p t h  o f  a b o u t  an  i n c h  and a h a l f  f rom  th e  
s u r f a c e ,  b u t  a n t e r i o r l y  i t  i s  much more s u p e r f i c i a l .  
G r o s s i n g  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  h o l l o w  i s  t h e  i n f e r i o r  
h a e m o r r h o i d a l  b r a n c h  o f  t h i s  v e s s e l  w i t h  accom pany­
in g  v e i n s  and  n e r v e s .

C o n n e c te d  w i t h  t h e  l o w e r  end o f  t h e  
r e c t u m  a r e  t h r e e  m u s c l e s  — two s p h i n c t e r s ,  e x ­
t e r n a l  and  i n t e r n a l ,  and  t h e  l e v a t o r  a n i .

The e x t e r n a l  s p h i n c t e r  i s  f l a t  and  t h i n  
and  s u r r o u n d s  t h e  l o w e r  end o f  t h e  r e c tu m ,  a t t a c h e d  
b e h i n d  t o  t h e  c o c c y x ,  and i n  f r o n t  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  
p o i n t  o f  t h e  p e r i n a e u m .  I t  l i e s  c l o s e  b e n e a t h  t h e  
s k i n .  I t s  o u t e r  b o r d e r  p r o j e c t s  o v e r  t h e  i s c h i o ­
r e c t a l  f o s s a .  T h i s  m u sc le  o c c l u d e s  t h e  a n a l  
a p e r t u r e  and  i s  u n d e r  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  w i l l .

The i n t e r n a l  s p h i n c t e r  may be d e s c r i b e d  
a s  a t h i c k e n e d  b an d ,  h a l f  an  i n c h  i n  d e p t h ,  o f  t h e  
i n v o l u n t a r y  c i r c u l a r  f i b r e s  o f  t h e  g u t ,  and  e n c i r ­
c l e s  t h e  l o w e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e c t u m  i n  t h e  fo rm  o f  a 
r i n g .  I t  a s s i s t s  t h e  e x t e r n a l  m u sc le  i n  c l o s i n g  
t h e  a n u s ,  and  i s  i n v o l u n t a r y  i n  i t s  a c t i o n .

The l e v a t o r  a n i  m u sc le  bounds  t h e  i s c h i o ­
r e c t a l  f o s s a  on the .  i n n e r  s i d e ,  and  u n i t e s  w i t h  
i t s  f e l l o w  t o  fo rm  a  f l e s h y  l a y e r  t h r o u g h  w h ic h  t h e  
r e c t u m  p a s s e s .  I t  e l e v a t e s  and  i n v e r t s  t h e  l o w e r  
end o f  t h e  g u t  a f t e r  d e f a e c a t i o n .

Owing t o  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  
t h e  f o s s a  and  i t s  s c a n t y  b l o o d  s u p p ly  i t  i s ,  
when s u b j e c t e d  to  any i r r i t a t i o n ,  p e c u l i a r l y  p r o n e
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y^iy^!x.̂ y^^yy^ y^^-̂  ŷ yt̂ ^<ytyty*̂ tyy^y<.ty^y^A'£yr3yy'̂ Cytytyt. ûy"̂ C<̂ Cŷ  ̂
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t o  become t h e  s e a t  o f  i n f l a m m a t o r y  a c t i o n .  Thus 
when i t  i s  e x p o s e d  t o  a d e g r e e  o f  c o l d  w h ic h ,  i n  
o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  body by n a t u r e  more r e s i s t i n g  
w ou ld  p r o d u c e  b u t  t r i v i a l  e f f e c t s  i f  an y ,  t h e  
r e s u l t s  i n  t h i s  n e i g h b o u r h o o d  a r e  more s e r i o u s  and 
l a s t i n g  i n  t h e i r  n a t u r e .

When we c o n s i d e r  i t s  i n t i m a t e  r e l a t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  l o w e r  end o f  t h e  bowel  we c an  q u i t e  u n d e r ­
s t a n d  how, i n  c e r t a i n  c a s e s ,  s h a r p - p o i n t e d  b o d i e s  
s u c h  a s  f i s h  b o n es  and  t h e  l i k e  w h ic h  h av e  b e e n  
i n g e s t e d  and h a v e  t r a v e r s e d  t h e  a l i m e n t a r y  c a n a l ,  
becom ing  r e t a i n e d  i n  t h e  r e c t u m ,  im p in g e  on t h e  
mucous membrane,  and  g r a d u a l l y  making  t h e i r  way 
t h r o u g h ,  become t h e  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  o f  i n f l a m m a t i o n . 
A l s o ,  when f rom  any c a u s e  t h e  r e c t a l  w a l l  h a s  
become w eak en ed  i t  r e a d i l y  p e r m i t s  o f  t h e  e g r e s s  
o f  s e p t i c  m a t t e r  i n t o  t h i s  n e i g h b o u r h o o d .

W i th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  c a u s e s  o f  t h e  
m i s c h i e f  o f  w h ic h  the. a b o v e  may be r e g a r d e d  as  
common i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  i n  p r a c t i c e  t o  e s t i m a t e  
t h e i r  r e l a t i v e  f r e q u e n c y .  We can  c o n c e i v e ,  f o r  
i n s t a n c e  o f  a  s p i c u l e  o f  b o n e ,  a f t e r  p i e r c i n g  t h e  
bowel  and  e x c i t i n g  s u p p u r a t i v e  c h a n g e ,  e i t h e r  mak­
in g  i t s  e s c a p e  u n o b s e r v e d  i n  t h e  p u s  o r  becom ing  
d i s s o l v e d  i n  i t .  W.H.Van B u re n  ^ ment i o n s  a c a s e  o f  
f i s t u l a  i n  w h ic h  he  fo u n d  a f r a g m e n t  o f  c h i c k e n  
bone  l o d g e d  d e e p l y  i n  a s i n u s  i n  t h e  i s c h i o ­
r e c t a l  f o s s a .  A p a r t  f rom  c o l d  an d  d i r e c t  i n j u r y ,  
h o w e v e r ,  we f i n d  t h a t  p a t i e n t s  t h e m s e l v e s  a r e  g e n e r ­
a l l y  a t  a l o s s  t o  a s s i g n  a d e f i n i t e  c a u s e  f o r  t h e i r  
c o m p l a i n t .

The a c u t e  fo rm  o f  I s c h i o - r e c t a l  a b s c e s s  
i s  f r e q u e n t l y  met w i t h  i n  r o b u s t  p a t i e n t s  and i s  
a t t e n d e d  by c o n s i d e r a b l e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  d i s t u r b a n c e ,

L o c a l l y  t h e r e  i s  g e n e r a l l y  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  
d e g r e e  o f  p a i n  and t h r o b b i n g .  As p a t i e n t s  o f t e n  
h a v e  a d i s l i k e  t o  a p p l y  t o  t h e  s u r g e o n  f o r  a s s i s t ­
a n c e  t h e y  so m e t im es  r e s o r t  t o  p o u l t i c e s  and  fo m e n t ­
a t i o n s  f o r  some t im e  b e f o r e  t h e y  a r e  c o m p e l l e d  t o  
a p p ly  f o r  o t h e r  h e l p . -  I n  Case  IV.  t h e  p a t i e n t  was 
s u f f e r i n g  f o r  a b o u t  a f o r t n i g h t  b e f o r e  I saw him, 
t e m p o r i z i n g  by means o f  p o u l t i c e s  and  h o t  h i p - b a t h s  
and t r u s t i n g  t o  c u r e  h i m s e l f  by t h e s e  m e an s .  The

* L e c t u r e s  on D i s e a s e s  o f  t h e  Rectum,  1 8 8 1 .
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r e s u l t  was t h a t  when I saw h im  t h e  pus  h ad  b u r ro w e d  
t o  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  e x t e n t  on t o  t h e  g l u t e a l  r e g i o n .  
Had he a p p l i e d  e a r l i e r  he w o u ld ,  i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  
h a v e  g o t  im m ed ia te  r e l i e f ,  and t h e  wound,  b e i n g  
l e s s  e x t e n s i v e  w o u ld  hav e  g r a n u l a t e d  s o o n e r .  The 
r i s k  o f  h a e m o r rh a g e  i n  t h o s e  c a s e s  i s  l e s s e n e d  i f  
t h e  i n c i s i o n  i s  c a r r i e d  i n  a d i r e c t i o n  r a d i a t i n g  
f rom  t h e  a n u s ,  a s  t h e r e  i s  t h e n  l e s s  r i s k  o f  i n ­
j u r i n g  t h e  i n f e r i o r  h a e m o r r h o i d a l  a r t e r y  w h ich  
c r o s s e s  t h e  i s c h i o - r e c t a l  f o s s a  f rom t h e  p u d i c  
a r t e r y .  I t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  i n s i s t  t o o  s t r o n g l y  
on t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  e a r l y  i n c i s i o n  i n  s u c h  c a s e s .
No t i m e  s h o u l d  be  l o s t  w h e n e v e r  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  
p u s  i s  ev en  s u s p e c t e d .

The C h r o n ic  fo rm  o f  a b s c e s s  may t a k e  a 
l o n g  t im e  t o  fo rm  and may be  a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  f r e e  ' 
f rom  p a i n .  They o c c u r  a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  i n  p h t h ­
i s i c a l  p a t i e n t s  o r  i n  d e l i c a t e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  
s y s t e m  s u c h  a s  s u p e r v e n e  upon  f e v e r s  and  o t h e r  
w a s t i n g  i l l n e s s e s .  H ere  a l s o  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  
e v a c u a t e  t h e  a b s c e s s  a s  so o n  a s  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  
pu s  i s  a s c e r t a i n e d .  T h i s  fo rm  o f  a b s c e s s  o c c a s i o n ­
a l l y  becomes w i d e l y  e x t e n d e d ,  u n d e r m i n i n g  t h e  i n ­
t e g u m e n t s  t o  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s t a n c e  f rom  t h e  
p o i n t  o f  o r i g i n .  I t  i s  a p t  t o  b u r s t  i n t o  t h e  bowel  
i f  n o t  d e a l t  w i t h  e a r l y  enough and a b l i n d  i n t e r n a l  
f i s t u l a  r e s u l t s  . I t  i s  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  Case I I  may 
h a v e  o r i g i n a t e d  i n  t h i s  way .  I n  a l l  s u c h  c a s e s  t h e  
g e n e r a l  h e a l t h  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t  c a l l s  f o r  a s  much 
a t t e n t i o n  as  t h e  l o c a l  c o n d i t i o n  and  no means s h o u l d  
be  s p a r e d  t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  v i t a l  p o w e r s ,  a s  t h e n  t h e  
r e p a r a t i v e  p r o c e s s  w i l l  be  g r e a t l y  f a c i l i t a t e d .

I f  t h o s e  a b s c e s s e s  f a i l  t o  h e a l  t h e y  
s o o n e r  o r  l a t e r  c o n t r a c t  i n t o  a s i n u s ,  and  so t e r ­
m i n a t e  i n  f i s t u l a .  The m o b i l i t y  o f  t h e  p a r t s  
a c t e d  upon  by t h e  a l m o s t  c o n s t a n t  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  ' 
s p h i n c t e r  m u s c l e s ,  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  so  much l o o s e  
a r e o l a r  t i s s u e ,  t h e  u n s u p p o r t e d  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  
v e i n s  w h ic h  i n  t h o s e  p a r t s  h a v e  no v a lv e s  and th e  
c o n s e q u e n t  t e n d e n c y  t o  s t a s i s  o f  t h e  v en o u s  c i r ­
c u l a t i o n  a l l  t e n d  t o  r e t a r d  t h e  h e a l i n g  p r o c e s s .

T h e re  a r e  on r e c o r d  c a s e s  o f  t h e  s p o n ­
t a n e o u s  h e a l i n g  o f  f i s t u l a ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  v e r y  r a r e .  
I t  i s  most  l i k e l y  t o  o c c u r  i n  c a s e s  o f  B l i n d  E x ­
t e r n a l  F i s t u l a  w here  t h e r e  a r e  no s e c o n d a r y  s i n u s e s .  
Dr All inghamM^ o f  S t .  M a r k ' s  H o s p i t a l ,  who i s
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who i s  g e n e r a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  l i v -  
a u t h o r i t y  on t h i s  s u b j e c t  s t a t e s  t h a t  a b o u t  1 p e r  
c e n t  o f  t h e  c a s e s  t e r m i n a t e  i n  t h i s  w ay .  He. h a s  
a l s o  s u c c e s s f u l l y  t r e a t e d  s e v e r a l  c a s e s  w i t h o u t  
h a v i n g  r e e o u r s e ( to  o p e r a t i v e  m e a s u r e s .  In  t h o s e  
c a s e s  he  f i r s t  d i l a t e s  t h e  e x t e r n a l  o p e n in g  by 
means o f  sp o n g e  t e n t s .  When t h e  o p e n in g  i s  l a r g e  
enough  ho i n s e r t s  t o  t h e  end o f  t h e  s i n u s  a s m a l l  
p i e c e  o f  wool  s a t u r a t e d  i n  s t r o n g  c a r b o l i c  a c i d  
w i t h  10 p e r  c e n t  o f  w a t e r ,  and  t h e n  i n s e r t s  a -  
d r a i n a g e  t u b e - ^ r e s s i n g  i t  t h u s  d a i l y .  He a l s o  
m e n t i o n s  one c a s e  i n  whic.h by means o f  a bone 
c o l l a r - s t u d  w i t h  a  h o l e  d r i l l e d  t h r o u g h  i t  t o  p e r ­
m i t  t h e  pus  to  e s c a p e ,  he  managed t o  k e e p  t h e  e x - '  
t o r n a l  o r i f i c e  p a t e n t  w i t h o u t  i r r i t a t i n g  i t  and  
o b t a i n e d  a good  r e s u l t .  I d l l o w i n g  P r o f e s s o r  
D i t t e l  o f  V ie n n a  Dr A l l i n g h a m  h a s  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l  
i n  d i v i d i n g  some f i s t u l a  p a i n l e s s l y  and  b l o o d ­
i e s  s l y  by means o f  t h e  e l a s t i c  l i g a t u r e  w i t h o u t  
h a v i n g  r e c o u r s e  t o  t h e  k n i f e .  I t  i s  o n l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  
i n  c a s e s  u n c o m p l i c a t e d  by s e c o n d a r y ’s i n u s e s  t h a t  
t h i s  i s  p o s s i b l e .  H e - r e l a t e s  ( o p . c i t .  p a g e  3 7 . )  
t h a t  he h a s  o p e r a t e d  i n  t h i s  way on t h i r t e e n  
m e d i c a l  mon, and  t l i a t  t h e y  h a v e  a l l  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  
t h e  l i g a t u r e  d i v i d e d  t h e  f i s t u l a  w i t h o u t  p a i n ,  and  
t h a t  t h e y  w e re  a b l e  t o  go a b o u t  and  a t t e n d  to  
t h e i r  p a t i e n t s .  I  t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  m e thod  o f  
o p e r a t i n g  h a s  n o t  a t t a i n e d  t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  t h a t  i t  
d e s e r v e s .

F i s t u l a  i s  t h e  most  common o f  a l l  d i s e a s e s  
i n  t h e  n e i g h b o u r h o o d  o f  t h e  r e c t u m .  Dr A l l i n g h a m  
( o p . c i t . p a g e  13)  m e n t i o n s  t h a t  o f  4000 c o n s e c u t i v e  
c a s e s  o f  r e c t a l  d i s e a s e  t r e a t e d  a t S t .  M a r k ' s  
H o s p i t a l  1057 w e re  p i s t u l a .  I t  i s  found  t o  be 
commoner i n  men t h a n  i n  women, and  i s  o f t e n e r  met 
w i t h  i n  p e o p l e  a t  t h e  p r im e  o f  l i f e  t h a n  Eit e i t h e r  
e x t r e m e .  I t  i s  a l s o  fo u n d  am ongs t  a l l  c l a s s e s  o f  
p a t i e n t s .  Madame de S e v i g n e  s p e a k s  o f  i t  i n  h e r  
l e t t e r s  a s  t h e  " M a l a d i e  du r o i , " and  s a y s  t h a t  u n d e r  
L o u i s  XIV who was a s u f f e r e r  f rom  i t ,  i t  was very-  
p r e v a l e n t  a t  c o u r t ,  and  t h a t  many u n d e r w e n t  an  
o p e r a t i o n  f o r ^ ' i t s  c u r e ,  even  some who d i d  n o t  h a v e  
t h e  d i s e a s e  ( Î ) .

F i s t u l a  i n  Ano v e r y  f r e q u e n t l y  o c c u r s  a s  a 
c o m p l i c a t i o n  o f  p h t h i s i s .  .For o u r  p r e s e n t  p u r p o s e  
t h i s  may b e t t e r  be  p u t  c o n v e r s e l y  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  
a g r e a t  many p a t i e n t s  s u f f e r i n g  f rom  f i s t u l a  a r e  
p h t h i s i c a l .  I n d e e d  so common i s  t h i s  c o n j u n c t i o n
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o f  t h e  two d i s e a s e s  t h a t  w h e n e v e r  a c a s e  o f  f i s t u l a  
comes u n d e r  o u r  n o t i c e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  co ­
e x i s t e n c e  o f  p h t h i s i s  a lw a y s  a r i s e s  i n  t h e  mind as  
a f a c t o r  to  be d e a l t  w i t h  i n  t h e  c a s e .  Dr A l l i n g h a m  
( o p . c i t . )  s t a t e s  t h a t  o u t  o f  1633 c a s e s  o f  f i s t u l a  
t r e a t e d  by h im  in  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  2 3 4  o r  1 4 .3  p e r  
c e n t  w ere  e i t h e r  p h t h i s i c a l » ^ o r  p r e s e n t e d  symptoms 
s u c h  a s  p r e s h a d o w e d  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  p h t h i s i s .
Dr Benson   ̂ p u t s  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  a t  10 t o  15 p e r  
c e n t .

The q u e s t i o n  h a s  b e e n  f r e q u e n t l y  d i s c u s s e d  
w h e t h e r  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  f i s t u l a  i s  p e r m i s s i b l e  i n  
p h t h i s i c a l  p a t i e n t s .  F o r m e r ly  some u s e d  even  to  
thinJc t h a t  t h e  d i s c h a r g e  o f  p u s  f rom  t h e  f i s t u l a  
was an  e f f o r t  o f  n a t u r e  t o  th ro w  o f f  t h e  d i s e a s e ,  
and  t h a t ;  i f  an  a t t e m p t  w ere  made to  Cause  i t  t o  h e a l  

t h e  pu lm o n ary  d i s e a s e  w ou ld  a d v a n c e  w i t h  f r e s h  v i r u l e n c e  
on t h e  c l o s i n g  up o f  an  o u t l e t  t o  t h e  h a b i t u a l  
d i s c h a r g e  o f  p u r u l e n t  m a t t e r .  Nowadays vre f i n d  a 
g e n e r a l  c o n c e n s u s  o f  o p i n i o n  t h a t  i n  many c a s e s  
o f  u n d o u b t e d  p h t h i s i s  i t  i s  a l l o w a b l e  and even  
a d v i s a b l e  t o  o p e r a t e ,  b u t  t h a t  s p e c i a l  c a r e  and  

ju d g m e n t  r e q u i r e  t o  be  e x e r c i s e d .  When t h e r e  i s  
a c u t e  t u b e r c l e  i n  t h e  l u n g s  an  o p e r a t i o n  c a n n o t  be 
a t t e n d e d  by p e r m a n e n t  c u r e ,  and  a l l  t h a t  n e e d  be 
a t t e m p t e d  i s  t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  u r g e n t  symptom s.

Chas . B. K e l s e y  M.D. ^ l a y s  g r e a t  s t r e s s  
upon  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  t r y i n g  t o  remove cough i f  i t  
b e  p r e s e n t ,  b e f o r e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  o p e r a t e .  No d o u b t  
when v i o l e n t  and  f r e q u e n t  i t  i s  a d e c i d e d  c o n t r a ­
i n d i c a t i o n ,  i n t e r f e r i n g  a s  i t  d o e s  v e r y  c e r t a i n l y  
w i t h  t h e  h e a l i n g  o f  t h e  wound.  A g a in  when t h e  
p a t i e n t  i s  weak and  e m a c i a t e d  i t  i s  w e l l  t o  p o s tp o n e  
a c t i v e  i n t e r f e r e n c e  u n t i l  h e  h a s  r e g a i n e d  some 
m e asu re  o f  s t r e n g t h .  To e f f e c t  t h i s  we may r e ­
commend r e s t  and  change  o f  a i r  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  
n o u r i s h i n g  d i e t  and  s u i t a b l e  t o n i c s  and ,  when t h e  
s to m ac h  can  t o l e r a t e  i t .  Cod L i v e r  O i l .  Then when 
he  i s  deemed s t r o n g  enough t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i s  more

" D i s e a s e s  o f  t h e  Rectum" 2 n d  E d i t i o n  
" D i s e a s e s  o f  t h e  Rectum and Anus" 1883
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l i k e l y  t o  p r o v e  s u c c e s s f u l  and  t h e r e a r e  more l i k e l y  
t o  be  h e a l t h y  g r a n u l a t i o n s ,  and t h e  n e c e s s a r y  c o n - ‘‘; 
f i n e m e n t  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i s  a l s o  b e t t e r  e n d u r e d .

A l t h o u g h  t o  t h e  s u r g e o n  en g ag ed  i n  h o s ­
p i t a l  work t h e s e  a f f e c t i o n s  and  t h e i r  t r e a t m e n t  
may a p p e a r  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  t r i v i a l ,  y e t  t o  men o c c u p i ­
ed i n  g e n e r a l  p r a c t i c e ,  who f rom  e s t a b l i s h e d  
c u s t o m , e s p e c i a l l y  i n  c i t i e s ,  r a r e l y  u n d e r t a k e  any 
b u t  t h e  m in o r  o p e r a t i o n s ,  t h e y  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  be 
o f  i n t e r e s t  a s  s o m e th in g  o u t s i d e  t h e  g e n e r a l  r o u t i n e  
o f  t h e i r  w o r k .  T h i s  p r o b a b l y  e x p l a i n s  why my 
a t t e n t i o n  was s p e c i a l l y  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  c o n s i d e r ­
a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s u b j e c t .  My e x p e r i e n c e  so f a r  a s  i t  
h a s  gone  h a s  shewn me t h a t  a g r e a t  amount o f  r e l i e f  
f rom  p a i n  and  d i s c o m f o r t  c a n  be o b t a i n e d  f rom  an  
o p e r a t i o n  s i m p l e  i n  i t s e l f  and  i n v o l v i n g  l i t t l e  
d a n g e r  even  i n  p a t i e n t s  s u f f e r i n g  f rom  c o n c u r r e n t  
d i s e a s e .  T h i s  i s  w e l l  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  c a s e s  I and  
I I I ,  i n  b o t h  o f  w h ic h  t h e  p a t i e n t s  h a d  many o f  t h e  
u s u a l  s i g n s  and  symptoms o f  p h t h i s i s  w e l l  d e v e l o p ­
ed,  and  7/ho n o t  o n ly  g o t  r i d  o f  t h e  a n n o y a n c e  and  
d r a i n  on t h e  s y s t e m  p r o d u c e d  by f i s t u l a  o f  l o n g ­
s t a n d i n g  b u t  w ere  u n d o u b t e d l y  im proved  as  r e g a r d s  
t h e i r  l u n g  a f f e c t i o n .  I t  may be  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
i s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  e v i d e n c e  t o  shew t h a t  t h e  c e s s a t ­
i o n  o f  t h e  symptoms o f  pu lm o n ary  m i s c h i e f  was 
d i r e c t l y  t r a c e a b l e  t o  t h e  m e a s u re s  t a k e n  f o r  t h e  c 
c u r e  o f  t h e  f i s t u l a  y e t  a s  C .B .K e l s e y  ^  ' t e r s e l y  
p u t s  i t " p h t h i s i s  a l o n e  i s  b e t t e r  t h a n  p h t h i s i s  and 
f i s t u l a "  . And u n d o u b t e d l y  much i s  g a i n e d  by r e ­
l i e v i n g  a p a t i e n t  o f  a s o u r c e  o f  a n x i e t y  and  an n o y -  
a n c e . 'w h ic h  ' i s r c o n s t a n t l ÿ  o b t r u d i n g  i t s e l f  upon  h i s  
a t t e n t i o n ;  and i n  a c a s e  o f  i n c i p i e n t  p h t h i s i s  
i t  i s  c o n c e i v a b l e  t h a t  t h e  h e a l i n g  o f  a f i s t u l a  
when p r e s e n t  may t u r n  t h e  s c a l e ' i n ' a t  l e a s t  c a u s i n g  
t h e  d i s  e a s e ” in ;  t h e ; ' l u n g s  t o  become q u i e s c e n t .

" D i s e a s e s  o f  t h e  Rectum & Anus"
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