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Summary

Though slightly disturbed by the Patronage issue, the relations of
Church and State as defined by the‘Westmihster Confession of Faith
were not seriously questioned until late in the eighteenth century,
when, through the influence of the French Revolution, some of the

Secession Churches began to claim *"new light". In the early nine-

teenth century the rise of evangelicalism brought to the Church of
Scotland a new concern about the spiritual needs of the churchless
masses and a new appreciation, -voiced chiefly by Dr.Thomas Chalmers,

- of the value, even of the necessity, of an Establishment of Religion

as a means towards meeting this need. To this was vigorously opposed
the demand for the complete separation of Church and State coming from

those Secession Churches who now shared the viewpoint of Voluntaryism.

The period of 1834 ~ 1843 brought the Establishment into open conflict
with the State. The decisions of the Court of Session and the House of

Lords against the Bstablished Church in several cases connected with
the patronage question appeared to the Non-Intrusion party a threat
to the Church®s spiritual independence and liberty. As the Bstablished

Church had no success in defending her spiritual independence in the

civil courts, she submitted a Claim of Right to the Government in 1842,
and when the General Assembly met in 1843, since there was no satis-
factory response from the Government, the Non-Intrusion party left the
Church of Scotland. The new body, the Free Church of Scotland, defined

her new position in the Act of Separation and Deed of Demission. She

did not abandon the idea of an established church, as it was described
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in the Westminster Confession of Faith. In following years the Free
Church took up the problem of adjusting to the new circumstances the

formula of subscription. The changes made are to the effect that the
subscriber, in addition to the Westminster Confession of Faith, ap-
proves of the general principles respecting the jurisdiction of the
Church and her subjection to Christ as her only Head as laid down in

the Claim of Right. The introduction of the expression "general prin-
ciples' probably indicates a far-reaching change in.thﬂ'ﬁﬁg%%e of the
Free Church in the Church and State question, which she may have drawn
from W.Cunningham, who in his Historical Theology develcped a distinction
between a general principle and the mode of applying it. Cunningham dis-
tinguished between a general duty which rests upon the nations and their

rulers to promote the true religion and to maintain tke Church of Christ,

and the specific measures which the State may take up in discharging

this duty. This distinction affected the thinking of the Free Church
in the establishment question during the following 30 years, especially

during the union negotiations between the Free and the United Presby-

terian Church from 1863 -~ 1873.

They had been precegded in 1857 by the Cardrosgs case. The Judgments of

the different courts here were important for the Free Church in so far
as she did not get any recognitiop as a Church with special privileges,
but was treated as a voluntary group only like other non-established
denominations.

The union negotiations became another important %ﬂ& in the thirking
about the establishment principle, when they were opened in 1363. Zrom
the beginning it was clear that the most difficult point in the nego-

tiations would be the relation between the Church and the State, and
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‘the first union report of 1864 showed the extent of agreement and dis-
agreement. The disagreement mainly was on the question of the duty of
the State to endow the Church, which the United Presbyterians denied.
For the development of the Church and State question it was important
that the Free Church here distinguished between a general principle
that there was a duty of the State to embrace and profess the Christian
religion and to further the interests of it among its subjects, and the
special aﬁpﬂéation that it is the duty of the State '"when necessary

or expedient, to employ the national resources in aid of the Church,

provided that in doing so, while reserving to himself the full control
over the temporalities, which are his own gift, he abstains from all

his authoritative interference in the internal government of the Church."
The following debate showed that this distinction was not universally
accepted in the Free Church and two parties emerged, the Unionists ac-
cepting the distinction between a general principle and the mode of
applying it, and the opposition which maintained that the so-called
"application' was part of the original Free Church principle. During

the following years, until the negotiations had to be abandoned in 1873,
there was no change in the position of the two parties, and the pro-
posals of union seemed in the end of have been abortive, but in fact
with the introduction of the distinction between a general principle

and the measures to perform it, a significant step had been taken
towards disentangeling what was essential to the '"HEstablishment prin-
ciple", the duty of the State to recognise the Church, from what was
inessential, the specifications of particular measures by which the State
might perform this duty at any given time. Introducing this idea the Free
Church had taken the first step away from the "Establishment principle"

as it had been understood in former times.



The Situation of the Church

s

The Relation between Church and State until 1733

At the beginning of the 18th century the question of the relation be-
tween the Church and the State seemed to have been settled. It was
believed that the relation between Church and State was laid down in
the Scriptures and this embodied in the Westminster Confession of

Baith in chapters XXIIf and XXX. God has ordained two distinct govern-
ments in the world, thgt of the civil magistrate and that of the Church,
| Chapter XXIII sets forth the rights and duties of the civil magistrates,
to whom God has given'the power of the sword, “for defence and encoure
agement of them that are good, and for the punishment of the evil-doers."l
The civil magistrates are not to be allowed to interfere with the
Church in spiritual matters, but are to concern themselves with the
preservation of order and peace, the suppression of heresy, the reform
of abuses, and the keeping of God's commandments. They can call synods
for this purpose, be present at them, and provide "that whatsoever is
transacted in them be according the mind ﬁfGod."2 On the other hand
Jesus Christ the only '"King a.nd.Head“3 has appointed 2 government in

the Church distinct from the civil magistrate. This church government

is in the hands of the church officers who have been given "the keys
of the kingdom of heaven'", "by virtue whereof, they have power to
retain, and to remit sins,...“4 This publicly acknowledged relation

and distinctiveness between the Church and the State continued un-

1.) The Westminster Confession of Faith, ed. by S.W.Carruthers,
Manchester; c.XXIII, 1 -

2.) ibid., c. XXII1, 3

3.) dibid., c. XXX, 1

4.,) dibid., c. XXx, 2



challenged until the late 18th century when, influenced by the French
Revolution, new ideas hostile to the inherited Church and State relation
grew up. But a change in this relation was shadowed forth when in 1712
two acts restored patronage, which had been abolished in 1690, and

gave toleration to the Episcopalians in Scotland. The Act was deeply
deplored by the Church as "grieqﬂbus and p;ejudicial."l The Generél }Z
Assembly announced that it had ins%ruéted its conmission to seek with

ail proper and dutiful means that the Patronsge Act be repealed.'{sa-;‘e(n

. difficulties arose when Presbyteries refused to induct a presentee.:

' When this question could not be settled in a normal waf, then the Synod
or the Assembly forced the introduction of the presentee by appointing

a socalled 'riding' committee to carry thrdﬁgh %he unpopular settle-
ment.2 These quarrels about the patronage question led to the consti-

" tution of the Secessicn Church in 1733.

The Secession Church of 1733

tame v & heaol :
The Conflict stasted when Ebenezer Erskine, called to be Moderator of

the Synod of Perth and Stirling, preached a scrmon in which he attacked

the policy of the General Assembly. Censured by fellow-members of the

Synod, he appealed to the General Assembly itself.

Mcanwhile the Presbytery of Dunfermline, of which his brother Ralph

Erskine was a member, had refused to receive as a member of the Presby-
. ‘ _ | molucéeol

tery the unpopular presentee at Kinross, though he was already esdained

as a minister there.

1.) J.H.S.Burleigh, A Church History of Scotland, p.279
2.) 1ibid.



Both matters came up at the General Assembly of 1733. The Presbytery

of Dunfermline was ordered to receive the Rev.Mr.Stark, and its more
rebellious members were rebuked and forbidden to make any further
dissent or protest. Ebenezer Erskine was similarly rebuked for language
which "tendedlfo disturb the peace and good order of the Church." The
Commission of the Assembly suspended Ebenezer Erskine and three fellow-
protesters at its August meeting, and finding them obdurate,relieved
them of their charges the following November, In reply the four min-
isters formally seceded from ministerial communion with their brethren
until such time, as they might see their sins and mistakes and amend

them. The protesters appealed to '"the first free, faithful and reform-

ing General Assembly of the Church of Scotland."1

The Burghers and Anti-Burghers of 1747

After some years the Associate Synod, as it was called, had difficulties
in its own membership, which divided over the Burgess Oath Controversy
of 1747 into Burghers and Anti-Burghers. People who wished to become
burgesses of[Edinbquh, Glasgow, Perth,etc. were required to take a
Burgess oath. Was it a2 lawful oath when taken by a member of the Se-
cession Church ? This important question came before the Synod. One
party, later called Burghers, argued that it was possible to take the
oath, regarding it in the light of the time when it began, in the Re-
volution period, when the Church was quite pure. The other side, the

Anti-Burghers, said that this was impossible; the ovath must be taken

in the sense of those who required it and the words '"presently pro-

¥ L E ] ] 2
fessed in this realm" occurred in it.

1.) Burleigh, op.cit., pp. 280/281
2.) D.Scott, Annals and Statistics of the Original Secession Church,
pp. 36/37; for text sece Appendix III



In 1761 another group seceded from the Church of Scotland and formed

the Relief Church. Thomas Gillespie and two friends formed the new
church as “the Presbytery of Relief for Christians oppressed in their

Church privileges."1

The Influence of the French Revolution

In spite of the different secessions from the Church of Scotland

there was no change in the accepted principles of religion as deter-

mined in the Westminster Confession of Faith whicﬁhall parties in the
Church of Scotland and among the Seceders were agreed in accepting.

It was only with fhe French Revolution that a new situation began fo
arise in which some parts of the Westminster Confession were called

in question. Tﬁe French Revolution shook the nations of Europe. It was
hailed by all those who felt a strong sense of the éorrUptioné and
abuses of the existiﬁg governments and societies. But it also aroused
fear in those who saw an apparently stable and ancient regime with
all its powers and privileges overthrown. But when the revolution ran
into great excesses and turned more and more to violence and bloodshed,
some of the hopes with which it had been greeted were disillusioned,
and the fears to which it had given occasion were increased. The first
ﬁews of the French Revolution which reacﬁed Scotland was received with
delight.2 The changes it brought about in the type 5f govaernment and
the fall of popery were greeted as steps towards a regeneration of
Europe "and as introductory to the millenium of civil and religious

blessedness."3 On the other side there were strong evidences of con-

l.) Burleigh, op.cit., p.284

2.) G.Struthers, The History of the Rise, Progress, and Principles of
the Relief Church, p.378

3.) 1ibid.



cern and indeed fears in government and Church. People of influence

and property came together to counteract all ideas of reformjl Throne

) miuth
and altar discovered afresh how'they needed each others® support. In

consequence of this the Moderate party in the Church of Scotland, which
had been characterized by a tendency towards unorthodox theologiesz,

was strengthened in its orthodoxy, and called the people to gather round
the throne and the altar to preserve the Establishment and with it re-
ligion.3 Despite much disappointment and discouragement with the viélent
course of the events in France, the effect of the French Revolution was
~a very considerable stimulation of the desire for political reform and

freedom. If the Church of Scotland was frightened into a very general
retreat to a non-political orthodoxey, in many of the Secession bodies,
while the violence was condemned, the interest in éolitical and social
change was retained. And this had repercussions on their views of the

adequacy of the Westminster Confession, particularly where chapters

XXIII and XXX were concerned.

The 0ld and New Light Controversy

In both Burgher and Anti-Burgher parts of the Secession Church

parties emerged who felt that they now had *"new light" on the re-

lations between the civil authority and the church, and in consequence

they must regard the chapters XXIII and XXX as no longer determinative.4

Struthers, op.cit., p.378
ibid., p.380

ibid.

ibid., p.384
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The controversy began among the Anti-Burghers in 1791, when two over-

tures were laid on the table of the General Associate Synod asking for
a modernisation and correction of the Secession Testimony.1 These pro-
posed changes were objected to by a minority, later called the ''Ql1d
Lights'". The main issue of the controversy among botﬁ/'Burghers and

Anti-Burghers, was the connection of Church and State. The "0ld Lights"

maintained that the Church and the State had duties to perform for each
2

other. The State should recognize the Divine Being as the God.of
Nations and frame its laws according to the Decalogue. But the State
should have no fight to interfere with the internal matters of the

CLhurch, The question of giving and receiving endowments they regarded

as an open one to be decided in the light of the particular circum -~

stances.3rThey contended for the national recognition and establishment

of religion as an abstract innciple, though they could not accept the
present Establishment because of its Erastian character. The split imto
“"New Light".énd v0ld Light" occured among the Burghers in 1799 and among
the Anti-Burghers in 1804. The '"0ld Light'" Burghers inclined towards
the Church of Scotland and joined it in 1839, while the "0Qld Light“

Anti-Burghers formed the QOriginal Secession Church.4

The Revival of Evangelicalism

| o half | Saw . : .
At fhé“ggd of the 18th century also begaR the revival of Evangelicalisam.

This started in England a2t first and was connected with the names of
ﬂ. the WESlex/s and Whitefield. The new evangelical movement expressed

- itself in a new earnestness of preaching and long series of Christian

D.Scott, op.cit., p.80
ibid., p.81

ibid.

Burleigh, op.cit., p.324
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activities. Also it tried to bring back to the church the masses which
it had lost during the period of the Enlightenment.1 Methodism as
such had little or no appeal in Scotland, and Wesley's numerous

visits produced little result. A native evangelical movement ac-

companied at times by revivals such as those of Kilsyth and Cambuslang,

was led by a number of strongly Calvinistic-Evangelical ministers,

highly esteemed and beloved by the'people,2 and also drew on the as-

sistance of George Whitefield. This movement provided, towards the end
of the 18th century, .cordial support throughout Scotlaad for the
London Missionary SocietY and the other societies of missionary

interests; though the General Assembly refused to commit itself of-

ficially, it recommended to all members of the Church of Scotland to

promote the Gospel and a just sensa of the inestimable blessings it

conveyed within their sphere of influence.3

The end of the 18th century saw the arrival of several English preach-
ers in Scotland, notably Charles Simeon of Cambridge (1796) and some
years later, Rowland Hill. Simeon attracted the support of two Scots-
men, the brothers Alexander and James.Haldanei James Haldane accompanied
Simeon and, since a missionary project which he had planned for India

had come to nothing, he was encouraged by Simeon's example to begin

with evangelical journeys of his own through Scotland. At first his
practice was to attend the Sunday morning sexvice in the parish church
and later in the day to speak at an open air meeting about the morning®s

sermon. Later with the financial assistance of his brother he built

preaching ‘'Tabernacles! in some of the larger towns. Hle also organised

1.) Burleigh, op.cit., p.30¢
2.) ibid., p.310

3.) ibid.

4.) see Appendix I




a “"Society for the Propagation of the Gospel at Home". In doing all

this the Haldanes had not been hostile to the Established Church.
Their purpose was to encourage the preaching of the Gospel, sadly neglec-
ted as they believedit tobe by the parish ministers.l But great resent-
ment arose against them. In 1799 the matter was brought up in the Gen-
eral Assembly and it passed an Act that only those men should be ad-
mitted to preach who had pursued the course of study prescribed by

the Church. It also forbade the ministers to employ unqualified per-
sons. With the Act went a Pastoral Admonition showing the people that
tﬁeministry had always been well educated to the prescriptions of the
Church. The General Assembly urged the ministers to remain loyal to
thé principles for which their forefathers had fought and suffered.

with the beginning of the 19th century a new generation pf evangelical

ministers had grown up within the Church of Scotland, and therefore the

Haldanes could not expand theirwork.2 Later the Haldanes with a num-

ber of their followers became Baptists.3

The Voluntary Controversy
The Situation in 1829

Voluntaryism may be said to have been born in Scotland when the New
Light Anti-Burghers came to the conviction that there should be no

State church and that "governments should not concern themselves with

1.) Burleigh, cp.cit., p.31l1
2.) op.cit., p.313
3.) G.D.Henderson, The Church of Scotland, p.120




. . 1 . :
ecclesiastical matters." This was in 1796. But a long time passed

before the Secession Churches came into open conflict with the Estab-
lishment on this issue.

The signal for the battle was given by a sermon preached in Glasgow
in 1829 by the Rev. Andrew Marshall of Kirkintilloch. There were

both ecclesiastical and political events which brought about the de-

bate.

On the ecclesiastical side the steady growth within the Church of
Scotland of an evangelical party had passed from a situation in which
the evangelicals from all denominations could cooperate happily in

such things as Missionary Societies, Bible Societies and the like,

into a situation in which, conscious of their growing power in their
own Church, aware that they might in the near future be the majority
party within that Church, controlling its affairs, the Church of

Scotland evangelicals became more conscious of being ministers of an

Establishment. There was a cooling off to some degree Dbetween them
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