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Abstract

In the early 17th century Christian IV of Denmark created a highly im-

pressive navy. This thesis investigates the uses to which the navy was
put, and assesses the ships that were built to meet these needs. It shows
that the Danish navy was for a time the largest state-owned navy in
Europe and that the dockyard used to build and maintain these ships was
one of the finest in Europe.

The administration of the navy is analysed in detail. It is shown
that the lower administration of the dockyards and the seagoing navy
was highly organised, but Christian IV's failure to reform the higher
levels of administration seriously hampered the effectiveness of the navy.
The navy grew beyond the bounds of what the state of Denmark-Norway
could afford and naval finance became a highly contentious issue in the
modernisation of the state. .

fo build the navy's ships Christian IV brought in master

shipwrights from England and Scotland. The organisation of naval ship-
building is examined in detail and the design of Danish warships is

analysed. The Scot David Balfour is shown to be one of the most innova-
tive and successful shipwrights of the early modern period.

The figure of Christian IV dominates the Danish navy in the early
17th century. He was involved in all aspects of its organisation from its
use as a political force to the design of specific vessels. He created a
highly impressive navy in terms of ships and dockyards but failed to see

that it also needed an efficient administration to operate effectively.
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Introduction

This thesis has developed from an initial interest in the Scottish
shipwrights who worked for the Danish navy. Its scope was widened
significantly after an attempt to find out more about how the navy

operated in the reign of Christian IV (1596-1648) showed that, although it

is highly symbolic in terms of Danish national identity, very little serious
scholarly work has been carried out on it.

Christian IV is Denmark's equivalent of Henry VIII, a grand,

domineering king who is remembered for his drinking, his womanising and
his navy. Like Henry VIII, a great deal of mythology has grown around
this larger than life monarch. Perhaps the most famous image of Christian
IV is as the warrior king on the deck of his flagship leading his navy to
victory after being blinded in one eye. Successive generations of Danes,
in the face of military defeat and a steady contraction of national bound-
aries, have looked back in admiration at the great age of Denmark and at
the king who valiantly fought to save his country. Christian IV and his
navy were romanticised in this climate of nationalism to such a degree

that it became difficult to tell myth from reality.

The first historians of the Danish navy were naval officers and
their work is coloured by overt patriotism and professional pride. The
first dedicated history of the navy came in 1818 from W. Graah!, a naval
lieutenant, who openly admitted that he was aiming to put the Danish ad-
mirals on a par with those from England, France and Holland. A more
thorough history came from a naval captain, Hans Georg Garde, in 18324
but although he consulted a large amount of source material he did not
T-;-;;;-;;;: :r;-;a:marks seekrigshistoria, (Kebenhavn, 1818).

2. H.G. Garde, Efteretninger om den danske og norske S¢magt, (Kébenhavn, 1832), I-IV.



fully understand the state administration of the period or the sources
that it produced. His interpretation was therefore often inaccurate and
his figures frequently meaningless. His revised version of 18613 was much

better although it was still imbued with a romantic notion of the navy
and perpetuated many of his mistakes and misapprehensions. Another his-

tory was published in 1875 by J.C. Tuxen4, a teacher at the naval
academy, who sought to provide a popular account of the navy's history.
He reiterated the patriotism evident in the earlier works and provided
little new in the way of interpretation.

These works were all general surveys of the Danish navy from ear-

liest times to their date of publication. The first work to look specifically
at Christian IV's navy came from the pen of a remarkable priest by the
name of H.D. Lind, who between 1882 and 1924 published over 30 books
and articles on the 17th century Danish navy. His book on Christian IV
and his dockyards was his first and, although very impressive in the
amount of information that it contains, has some major flaws. Lind's grasp
of the source material was much better than Garde's but he still made

some mistakes in interpreting the political and administrative background

to the navy. His approach was essentially genealogical and the majority of
the book consists of biographical details of naval officers and master
craftsmen. Where he does attempt to give some historical perspective he

is clearly influenced by the aura of Christian IV as a great monarch and

his analysis is uncritical and frequently naive. His genealogical approach

3. H.G. Garde, Den dansk-norske Se¢magts Historie 1535-1700, (K¢benhavn, 1881). This was a com-
panion volume his Den dansk-norske S¢magts Historie 1700-1814, (K¢benhavn, 1852).

4. J.C. Tuxen, Den danske og norske S¢magt fra de aldste Tider indtil vore Dage (Kebenhavn,
1875).

5. H.D. Lind, Kong Kristian den Fjerde og hans Mznd paa Bremerholm (K¢benhavn, 1889).



also means that he concentrated on the higher echelons of the navy and
more or less ignored the common seamen and craftsmen.

The only professional historian in the 19th century to investigate
Christian IV's navy in any depth was Christian Bruun. His major work
was a biography of the Dutch admiral Cort Adeler® and, although his sub-
ject did not join the Danish navy until the 1660s, Bruun provides some
interesting background from the reign of Christian IV. He also published
accounts of two of the major sea battles of Christian IV's reign? which,
for the first time, began to strip down some of the myths of Christian IV
as a great admiral and shed light on the real history of his navy.

In the 20th century many articles have been published on various
aspects of Christian IV's navy, such as the development of the
dockyards8, naval strength at particular times?, and various aspects of
naval administration!®. The most comprehensive work has been carried out
by Niels Probst, whose interest in the technical details of shipbuilding
and in the pictorial evidence of ship paintings has provided the most
detailed analysis of the navy's ships to date'l. However, although these

articles have helped to build up a more accurate picture of Christian IV's

A Sy -l i i A A S A - S W

8, Christian Bruim. Curt Sivertsen Adelaer, (K¢benhavn, 1871).

7. Bruun, Slaget paa Kolberger Heide den 1. juli 1644 og de efterfgplgende Begivenheder,
(K¢benhavn, 1879); 'Christian 1V { Listerdyb', Danske Samlinger, V1 (1871), 263-86.

8. Knud Klem, 'Christian IV og Bremerholm', Handels- og S¢farts Museets Arbog, 1977, 95-6; Ole
Lisberg Jensen, ‘Bremerholm eller Gammelholm', Marinehistorisk Tidskrift 1988/3; P. Wessel-Tolvig,
Holmen og Ké¢benhavn. En beskrivelse af fliddestationens betydning for byens udvikling,
besk®zftigelse og handel', HMHistoriallinen Arkisto, 92 (1988), 89-107,.

9. Preben Holck, ‘Flaadelister omkring Krigsaarene 1844-45', Tidskrift for Sevasen, 114, 1943,
483-504 & 545-685; Jergen H. Barfod, 'Norske defensionskibe og deres udrustning under

Torstenssonfejden', Handels- og S¢fartsmusecets Arbog, (1948), 99-129,

10. Steffen Heiberg, ‘'S¢etatens ¢konomiske forvaltning under Christian 1V*, Marinehistorisk
tidsskrift, (1/1980), 8-18; F.S. Grove-Stephensen, °‘Marinens jurisdiktionaforhold fér 1660°,

Marinehistorisk tidsskrift, (2/1984), 19-31,

11. See the bibliography for a full list of articles.



navy, its political and administrative importance has still not yet been
addressed in any detail. Probst's general history of Christian IV's navy
was due for publication in 19962 and may address these issues, but at
the time of writing has yet to appear and its contents are unknown.

The fact that Christian IV's navy plays such an important role in
popular Danish history and national identity makes it strange that so

little has been written on its wider significance. It is even more surpris-

ing given that there has been a major debate and reappraisal of Christian
IV's kingship over recent years and that the navy played such an impor-

tant role in shaping his foreign and domestic policies!s.

This lack of any comprehensive survey of the political and ad-
ministrative background to Christian IV's navy can be seen in the work
of contemporary historians of early modern Denmark, who still tend to
rely heavily on the flawed and outdated works of Garde and Lind',
thereby perpetuating their mistaken premises and meaningless figures.
This thesis aims to remedy this situation and provide a thorough inves-
tigation of the political aims and the administrative workings of the
Danish navy in the reign of Christian IV. It also remains true to its
original aim of assessing the careers and methods of the master
shipwrights employed by Christian 1V.

The thesis is divided into three separate sections. Part A deals
with the politics of the navy and the way in which the navy and the
state administration affected each other. The first issue to be addressed
in Chapter 1 therefore is why Christian IV actually needed a navy. The

role of the government officials concerned with the navy is investigated

12. Niels Probst, Christian 4.8 flAde, 1588-1660, (Xébenhavn, 1996).
13. See Chapter 2 for a fuller discussion of this debate.

14. For example Askgaard, Jespersen and Tandrup all use figures and assumptions based on
their work: Finn Askgaard, Christian 1V: Rigets vabnede Arm, (Kébenhavn, 1988); Leon Jespersen,
'The Machtstaat in Seventeenth-century Denmark', Scandinavian Journal of History, 10 (1985),
271-304; Leo Tandrup, Mod triumf eller tragedig (Aarhus, 1979), I-I1I.



in Chapter 2, and the contentious nature of the navy's political control is
also discussed. Christian IV essentially sought to maintain sole political
control in order to influence both his foreign and domestic politics, but
the fact that he needed his council to grant funding meant that a certain
degree of co-operation was req‘uired. The complex nature of naval finance
is discussed in Chapter 3 and the part played by the navy in Denmark's

growing financial insolvency is analysed.

Part B analyses in detail the navy and its administration. The
strength of the navy i1s analysed in Chapter 4, where it is shown that
not only did Christian IV own some of the largest ships of the time but
that the Danish state nan was the largest in Europe during the 1620s
and 1630s. To service this growing fleet extensive naval dockyards were
needed and in Chapter § the development of Copenhagen as one of the
finest naval dockyards in northern Europe is discussed. In Chapter 6 the
administration of the naval dockyard at Copenhagen is discussed in detail
and Chapter 7 looks at the civil and military organisation of the sea-
going navy. What comes out of this analysis is that, although the higher
command of the navy was muddled and politically contentious, the or-
ganisation at the lower levels of naval administration was much more ad-

vanced than in many other countries.

Part C looks in detail at the men who built Christian IV's navy and
at the ships they built. In Chapters 8 and 9 the careers of the state
shipwrights and their role within the state system are discussed, while
Chapter 10 looks at ships built for the navy under contract by private
shipwrights. The section concludes in Chapter 11 with an analysis of the
different ship design methods employed by the various shipwrights which
shows that one shipwright in particular, David Balfour, was highly in-
novative and ought to be recognised as one of the major master

shipwrights of early modern Europe.



The role of Denmark has frequently been overlooked or dismissed
as relatively unimportant in discussions of early modern European his~-
tory. In recent years this situation has improved to some extent through
the endeavours of Munck15, QOakley's, Kirby!” and Lockhart's, It is

hoped that this thesis will build on their efforts and establish the Danish

navy as an important European navy, influential in shaping the politics of
northern Europe, forward looking in terms of its administration, and

highly innovative in terms of dockyard development and ship design.

15. Thomas Munck, Seventeenth Century Europe: State Conflict and the Social Order In Europe
1598-1700, (Basingstoke, 1990).

18. Stewart P. Oakley, War and Peace in the Baltic 1560-1790, (London, 1982).

17. David Kirby, Northern Europe in the Early Modern Period: The Baltic World 1492-1772,
(London, 1990).

18. Paul Douglas Lockhart, Denmark in the Thirty Years' War, 1618-1648: King Chnstian 1V and
the Decline of the Oldenburg Stats, (London, 1996).



Stylistic Conventions

Throughout the thesis various conventions have been used. To limit any
confusion the Danish titles of officials and institutions have been used.
The Danish form of proper and place names has also been used, apart
from Copenhagen which has been preferred to K¢benhavn, except when
citing Danish language publications. Some Danish terms are also more elo-
quent than their English counterparts and have been used to simplify the
text, for example Kejserkrig is used instead of 'the Danish involvement in
the Thirty Years War'. A glossary of the more commonly used terms is
provided.

The translation of early 17th century texts is never easy and the
original of all foreign texts is therefore given first, with a literal, and
sometimes approximate, translation following. This may interrupt the flow
of the text to some extent but it was felt important to cite the original
text to minimise the risk of any errors or misinterpretations in transla-
tion being perpetuated.

The original units of measurement have been used throughout but
where possible the S.I. equivalent is also given. The Danish monetary
system saw many changes throughout Christian IV's reign and they are

discussed at length in Chapter 3. Although the rigsdaler is generally
taken as £0.25 during this period it was felt that the conversion of

figures would only serve to further complicate matters.



Glossary

Alen ETl

Baddsmand Seamen

Danske kancelli Danish Chancellery
Handfaestning Accession charter

Kejserkrig The Danish involvement in the

Thirty Years War (1625-29)

Kongens eget kammer The King's own Chamber

Lsp Length between stem and stern posts
Lk Keel length

Len A local administrative region
Lensmand The local administrative official
Mestersvend Senior craftsman

Rentekammer Treasury

Rentemester Official in charge of the rentekammer
Rigsadmiral Lord High Admiral

Rigshofmester The highest state official

Rigsrad Council of the realm

Skriver Clerk

Staendermeode Meeting of the Estates General
Svend Craftsman

Torstenssonkrig The Danish-Swedish War (1643-45)
Tyske kancelli German Chancellery
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1. The Function of Christian IV's Navy

1.1. The Danish Navy in Europe
The age of Christian IV (1596-1648) was a period of great change
throughout Europe with religious strife and dynastic disputes resulting
in a state of recurrent and protracted warfare. It was also a period
which saw many countries going through crucial phases in their evolution
from medieval feudal states into modern nation states with central
governments and state controlled armies and navies. These changes sig-
nificantly altered the political geography of Europe as the power of dif-
ferent states grew or declined, both through the fortunes of war, and
through states developing more modern systems of government at dif-
ferent rates.

Nowhere was this change more evident than in the maritime powers.
In the early 16th century Spain, Portugal and the Mediterranean powers
were the main political and economic forces on the seas of Europe.
However, the rise of the Dutch republic and the expansion of English
shipping in the late 16th century saw a significant shift in power from
Southern to Northern Europe. The northern powers had developed the
new technology of the heavily armed sailing ship which could easily
defeat the galleys of their southern adversaries. The impact of this tech-
nology saw the decline of the Mediterranean powers and the rise of the
Atlantic powers. Spain and France held a foot in both camps and the
early 17th century saw them trying to adapt to the changing balance of
power with very different results. France made a conscious decision to
become an Atlantic power in the 1620s and succeeded remarkably well,
while Spain remained torn between the two seas and by the mid 17th

century her naval influence had seriously begun to declinel.

1. Jan Glete, MNavies and Nations: Warships, Navies and State Building in Europe and America,
1500-1860, (Stockholm, 1993), 1, 102-72.

11



In the Baltic Sweden and Denmark had eclipsed the power of the
Hanse in the early 16th century to become the most powerful maritime
states, but the Baltic itself remained largely on the periphery of
European affairs until the rise of England and the Netherlands as
maritime powers in the late 16th century. England's forest resources were
becoming depleted and the Dutch had little to start with, therefore the

trade in shipbuilding timber and other naval stores from the Baltic be-
came essential to their survival as maritime powers. Control of the Baltic
trade therefore took on massive significance and, with Denmark controlling
entry to the Baltic, she acquired increasing economic and political weight
in European affairs. To safe-guard this position of power the Danish navy

expanded well beyond its previous level.

However, changing political geography was not the sole reason for
the expansion of the Danish navy. The early 17th century was also the
age of mercantilism and expanding commercial empires, with for example
the Dutch and English governments fostering the development of East In-
dia companies. Christian IV was not one to let a good idea pass and
firmly embraced the idea of mercantilism, establishing the Danish East In-
dia Company and many other state controlled shipping, trading and

manufacturing companies. Denmark also had a potentially major advantage
over her commercial rivals in that she claimed sovereignty in the north-

ern seas. This provided certain benefits such as fishing and whaling
rights, but it also meant that if the North East and North West passages,
which were being so eagerly sought in the early 17th century, were found

then she would be able to exploit any trade passing through them to the

full. With this expansion of maritime trade and exploration the Danish
navy needed to expand, both to safeguard Denmark's own trading inter-
ests and to fully exploit her right to levy tolls on foreign shipping in

Danish sovereign waters.



The late 16th and early 17th centuries were also the time of the
'military revolution' in Europe which saw the size of armies and navies
expand rapidly as the scale of warfare grew?2. The navies of England,
France, the Netherlands and Sweden all grew significantly, both in terms
of the number of ships in the fleet and the size of individual ships.

Christian IV recognised that if Denmark was to survive as a European
maritime power then she too must keep up with these developments.

However, Denmark did not simply respond to changes elsewhere and
in many ways Denmark was one of the leading nations in the naval side
of the military revolution. In terms of the size of the navy, the size and
design of its ships, and in the development of dockyard facilities Denmark
was certainly at the forefront of developments. However, mere possession
of a large fleet was no guarantee of success and when it came to naval
tactics Denmark proved not to be so well advanced.

Another important aspect of the military revolution was the growing
centralisation of government and the development of bureaucracies to ad-
minister the growing burdens of the state. In this process navies became
much more a part of government and therefore took on far greater politi-
cal importance than ever before. The obvious effect was on foreign policy,
where political decisions regarding the navy could significantly alter a
country's position, such as the decline of Spain as a maritime power un-
der Olivares, who unsuccessfully attempted to maintain a diverse range of
naval interests, and the rise of France as a result of Richelieu's policy of
establishing France principally as an Atlantic naval power. However,

navies could also play an extremely important role in internal state
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2. There is a growing literature on the theory of the military revolution. The more significant
works are: Geoffrey Parker, The Military Revolution: Military Innovation and the rise of the West,
1500-1800, (Cambridge, 1988, 2nd. edition 1996); Jeremy Black, A Military Revolution?: Military
Change and European Society 1550-1800, (Basingstoke, 1991); Clifford J. Rogers (ed.), The Military
Revolution Debate: readings on the military transformation of early modern Europe, (Oxford,
1995).
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politics, largely as a result of their massive expense, which can be seen
to dramatic effect in the consequences of Charles I's ‘'ship money’
policies.

Both foreign and internal politics played a major part in the
development of Christian IV's navy. Apart from the obvious power
struggle with Sweden in the Baltic the navy played an important role in
Christian IV's policy of bringing Denmark much more into the mainstream
of European affairs. His desire to see Denmark as a major European
power, rather than simply a Baltic power, can be seen in his attempts to
improve the status of his court by bringing in artists, architects and
musicians from all over Europe to try and transcend its previous image
as crude and uncultured. The navy, as an adjunct to the court, received
similar attention and craftsmen were specially imported to build a more
European style navy. Christian IV's visit to England 1606 was the most
blatant use of the navy as a diplomatic tool to display to the rest of
Europe the growing ‘stature of Denmark, but there were numerous other
occasions where the splendour of his new navy was used simply to im-
press foreign powers, such as at the royal wedding celebrations in 1635.
Paradoxically the navy was only ever used in anger in the Baltic and the
event that brought Christian IV really onto the European stage, his entry
into the Thirty Years War, had little to do with the navy.

The Danish navy also played an' equally important role in internal
politics and become an important element in the process of Denmark's
transition from a feudal society to a modern state. As we shall see 1in
Chapter 2, the question of who controlled and financed the navy was one
of the key issues that dominated the constitutional power struggle be-
tween the king and his council. Christian IV deliberately built up his
navy to increase his own power and prestige in the face of direct op-

position from his council. This constitutional crisis lead ultimately to the

14



abolition of the council and the establishment of an absolute monarchy in
1660. The difficulties in financing the navy also had an important effect
on the modernisation of the Danish economy into a tax state3. Admittedly
neither of these changes were completed under Christian 1V, but he was
undoubtedly responsible for precipitating the crisis in the first place by
his extravagant spending on the court and navy.

Christian IV's navy therefore became very much a symbol, both of
Denmark's growing aspirations in Europe and of the growing power of the
king in his own country. However the role of the navy in protecting

Denmark's sovereignty in the Baltic remained its main function and it is

to this role that we must first turn our attention.

1.2 Dominium Maris Baltici

The primary aim of Christian IV's navy was without question to maintain
the Danish claim to the dominium maris Baltici, the dominion of the Baltic
Sea. The foundations of this claim lay in the Kalmar Union of 1397 when
Denmark achieved dominance over all the Scandinavian lands stretching
from the River Elbe in Holstein right round to Finnish Karelia. However,
despite possessing all these coastal territories Denmark could not become
a significant maritime power while the Hanse, the league of north German
towns, controlled virtually all maritime trade in the Baltic.

A significant change came in the late fifteenth century when the
arrival of Dutch and English traders in the Baltic saw the influence of
the Hanse wane. This fragmentation of commercial power enabled Denmark
to impose heavy tolls on shipping passing through the Sound, and her

naval strength began to be steadily increased to enforce these tolls.

3. The most important works on the transformation of the Danish economy are: E. Ladewig Peter-
sen, 'From Domain State to Tax State', Scandinavian Economic History Review, 23 (1975), 116-48;
Steffen Heiberg, 'De ti tpnder guld: Rigsrdd, kongemagt og statsfinanser { 1630'erne’, Historisk
Tidsskrift, 76, (1976), 25-568; Jens Engberg, Danske finanshistorie § 1640'erne, (Aarhus 1972);

and Leon Jespersen, ‘'The Machtstaat in Seventeenth-century Denmark', Scandinavian Journal of
History, 10 (1985), 271-304.
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Ironically at the very time when the Hanse domination was coming
to an end the Kalmar Union was also fragmenting. Sweden under Gustav
Vasa once more become an independent power and began to assert her
influence on Baltic trade. As a result of the so-called 'Count's War'
(1634-35) the power of the Hanse was finally broken, but the threat to
the Danish claim of dominion had, in the space of just a few years, been

substituted by that of Swedens.

Whilst Danish claims to the dominium maris Baltici were more or less
justified by her geography, her claim to dominion over the southern Bal-
tic coastal waters was less justifiable. Admittedly Denmark had owned
possessions in Estonia and Finland but these had been ceded as far back
as the 14th century. The impending collapse of Livonia in the 1550's,
however, brought to a head the struggle for naval dominion in the East-
ern Baltic. Denmark bought back the island of @sel and a small foothold
on the Livonian mainland, while Sweden, Poland and Muscovy fought over
the remaining lands. Sweden's eastern expansion and growing claims for
the dominium maris Baltici for herself angered Denmark, and the accession
in close succession of two highly ambitious and warlike monarchs,
Frederik II in Denmark, and Erik XIV in Sweden, made war inevitable®.

Although the cause of the Northern Seven Years War (1563-70) was
nominally about the use of the symbol of the three crowns in the regalia
of the two countries, the primary aim for Denmark was undoubtedly to

once more subject Sweden under a restored Kalmar Union, and to gain

undisputed dominion over the Baltic. The war at sea proved disastrous

for Denmark, and Sweden was able to defeat the combined fleets of Den-

4. David Kirby, WNorthern Europe in the Early Modern Period: The Baltic World 1492-1772,
{(London, 1994Q), 61-2.

5. Stewart P. Oakley, War and Peace in the Baltic 1560-1790, {London, 1992), 29-31.
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mark and Liibeck time after time8. The almost complete destruction of the
Danish fleet in a storm in 1566 effectively rendered Sweden the master of
the Baltic’. However the dramatic gains by Sweden at sea were more than

matched by Danish gains in the land campaign, and the resultant peace

treaty proved much more favourable to Denmark.

The Treaty of Stettin was an unsatisfactory affair and was more of
a formal cease-fire than a true peace treaty. The principal area of dis-
pute was not resolved but merely postponed, and the unworkable com-
promise over the Livonian lands allowed Sweden to continue her expan-
sionist ambitions in this area. The only decisive result was the agreed
ransom for the return of Alvsborg to Sweden. The war had sown the
seeds of bitter hatred between the two nations and the inconclusive
peace treaty made a further outbreak of hostilities inevitable at some
stages®.

The uneasy peace allowed Sweden to continue her campaign for ter-
ritorial gains in the eastern Baltic, while in Denmark the war-weary
Frederik II licked the wounds of his navy and set about reforming the
state administration. It is a mystery why Sweden after having fought so
hard to achieve dominance in the Baltic then allowed her navy to
deteriorate after Erik XIV's death, but the financial strictures of the
Stettin peace and the growing commitment of land forces in Livonia no
doubt played their part. So while the Swedish navy gradually
deteriorated to virtually nothing but small inshore craft in a poor state

of repair by the end of the century?, Frederik II set about strengthening

his navy, its dockyard and administration.

8. R.C. Anderson, Naval Wars in the Baltic 1522-1850, (London, 1910), 4-16.

7. R. Nisbet Bain, Scandinavia: A Political History of Denmark, Norway and Sweden from 1513 o
1900, (Cambridge, 1905), 79-81.

8. Leo Tandrup, Mod triumf eller tragedie, (Aarhus, 1979), I, 62.

9. Michael Roberts, Gustavus Adolphus: A History of Sweden 1611-1632, 11, (London, 1958), 285-6.
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The quest for domination of the Baltic was no vain geopolitical pur-
suit. The levy of tolls on the vast volume of shipping passing through the
Sound provided the Danish monarchy with massive financial resources
which could be used without any authorisation from the rigsrdd. The

basis for the right to levy these tolls was that the Sound was regarded

as a 'stream' passing through Danish territory. Although this was a
rather dubious claim even Grotius, the champion of the Mare Liberum, ac-
knowledged that enclosed seas and straits occupied on both shores could
be regarded as sovereign territory, and tolls charged accordingly!°.

The Sound tolls were first imposed in the 1420s to compensate for
the fishing revenues lost when the herring migrated from the Baltic!t,
and as Dutch and British trade grew through the sixteenth century their
value steadily increased. Then in 1567 Frederik II altered the assessment
of levies from the ships themselves to their cargoes, which virtually
trebled the revenue within the space of a year?2

Although Denmark's naval strength had diminished slightly during
the minority government (1588-1596), this was the situation inherited by
Christian IV. The Hanse had been ousted from their dominant position,
Sweden's once victorious navy had all but vanished, and Denmark was

reaping the benefits of the Sound tolls. However, Swedish gains in Livoma

and the prospect of a united Polish-Swedish state under Sigismund,
pointed to the storm clouds gathering over Denmark's Baltic domination.
But, for the moment, with the possession of the strategic line of islands
of Bornholm, Gotland, and @sel stretching between Sweden and the con-

tinent, Denmark could be considered the undisputed master of the Baltic

Sea.

10. T.W. Fulton, The Sovereignty of the Sea (Edinburgh, 1911), 347-50.

11. Charles E. Hill, The Danish Sound Dues and the Command of the Baltic, (Durham, N.C., 1926),
11""12-

12. Kirby, The Baltic World, 99.
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This situation did not last long, however. Sweden had gained per-
manent control of Estonia and Narva in 1595, and then joined the war of
succession in Muscovy in search of further territorial advantage in the
area. The election of Sigismund III, rather than uniting Sweden and
Poland, occasioned a bitter war between the two countries, and the sub-
sequent privateering and blockading by fhe two countries significantly

affected Denmark's toll revenues.

Also affecting Sound toll revenues was the free trade agreement
between Denmark and Sweden, dating from the time of Hanse domination.
Initially this exemption from paying Sound tolls made little impact since
most of Sweden's comparatively negligible trade went via the southern
Baltic ports. However from around 1600 her exports of iron, copper and
forest products steadily increased and foreign goods were now also
beginning to be carried in Swedish owned ships'3. This double blow to
Sound toll revenues, and therefore royal power, was not taken lightly by
Christian 1V.

From the very start of his reign Christian IV was clearly bursting
to re-open the unfinished business of the Northern Seven Years War, and
finally give to Sweden the blow which would enable the restitution of the

Kalmar Union. The territorial gains of Sweden in the eastern Baltic and

the subsequent disruption of trade there, as well as the issue of Sound
toll exemption, provided only some of many excuses for Christian IV to
declare war and after many years of wrangling with the pacific rigsrdad
he finally manipulated their consent in 1611,

The much strengthened navy proved a valuable tool in the ensuing
Kalmar War (1611-1613). The poor Swedish fleet dared not risk a full scale
naval encounter and resorted solely to opportunistic harrying of the
Danes. Such was the Danish superiority that on more than one occasion
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13. Tandrup, Mod triumf eller tragedie, 1, 67-70.
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the Swedes scuttled their ships rather than risk defeat and see their
ships incorporated into the Danish navy. This naval superiority left the
Danes free to bombard coastal defences almost at will and enabled the
capture of both Kalmar and Alvsborg. It was also able to enforce a suc-
cessful blockade of Sweden, preventing goods and mercenaries coming in
from either the west or the south. However, it was unable to strike the
final blow and completely eradicate the Swedish navy, as at one stage
seemed possiblet4.

Despite the overwhelming Danish success at sea the land campaign

reached a stalemate, with Denmark having achieved the greater success.
The young Gustav Adolf inherited a kingdom at war on three fronts and

with the advice of Oxenstierna sued for peace with Denmark to con-
centrate on Sweden's campaigns in the east?s.

The resultant Knar¢d peace treaty on the surface reflected the
Danish victory, with Sweden capitulating to almost all of the Danish
demands. However, Christian IV had been unable to deliver the crushing
victory he had hoped for and Danish territorial gains were minimal.
Sweden gave up her claims on Finmark and the fort of Sonnenburg on
@sel, and Alvsborg was ransomed at a price of one million rigsdaler, which

Christian IV confidently hoped would prove impossible and therefore

default to Denmark. However, this was hardly adequate territorial compen-
sation for Swedish advances in the east if Denmark was to preserve its
balance of power in the Baltic. The free trade agreement was also rein-
forced and Sweden was granted permission to levy tolls on shipping at

Riga.

14. Anderson, Naval Wars in the Baltic, 29-35.

18. Oakley, War and Peacea 48-9.
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The harsh terms of the treaty with respect to the Alvsborg ransom
in fact proved much more to Sweden's benefit in the long run. Britain
and the United Provinces feared for the consequences of Danish aggran-
disement on their trade. The Sound tolls had been increased for the
duration of the war and official Dutch protests were met with an arrogant

dismissal by Christian IV. Alarmed at this disrespect and the prospect of
a Danish monopoly in the Baltic they allied themselves with Sweden as a
safeguard -against any further machinations by Denmark. This fifteen year
defensive alliance proved invaluable to Sweden, who had previously been
without any western allies at all, and to a large extent made possible the
payment of the Alvsborg ransomt!®. Ominously the Dutch also promised to
respect Sweden's dominium maris Baltici'?,
‘The Knar¢d treaty has been likened to the Versailles peace treaty!®
and was regarded by all the players as unsatisfactory. There is no
doubt that Gustav Adolf concluded peace to play for time whilst he dealt
with Sweden's conflicts in -the east, and that he would later come back to
the conflict with Denmark at a more advantageous time. Christian IV had
failed in his primary objectives and the harsh terms back-fired in his
standing in international diplomacy. Further conflict would prove in-
evitable between the two nations in their fight for Baltic supremacy. As
Leo Tandrup put it: it was a bad war and it resulted in a bad peace'.
Peace with Denmark enabled Sweden to push her advantage in her
fight with Muscovy and the territorial gains from the resultant Stolbova

peace treaty of 1617 gave her an unbroken coastline from Kalmar through

16. Roberts, Gustavus Adolphus, 1, 71-2.

17. Oakley, War And Peace, 53.
18. Kirby, The Baltic World, 143.

19. Tandrup, Mod triumf eller tragedie, 1, 219-223.
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to Estonia. In its turn the Stolbova peace enabled the Swedish fight to be
concentrated against Poland and after faltering gains in Livonia, Riga was
captured in 1621, and Danzig subjected to an enforced neutrality in 1623.

Whilst these Swedish gains were being added to her growing empire
the issue of free trade with Denmark was being stretcﬁed to breaking
point. Sweden had-imposed an indirect sales tax which was seen by
Danish merchants as a toll in contravention of the Stettin agreement. In
addition Sweden was now levying tolls on the southern Baltic and was at-

tempting to gain exemption from the Sound tolls for trade with her newly

gained territories.

This was clearly a threat to Danish sovereignty in the Baltic and in
1622 Christian IV gained the rigsrdd's sanction to resist this threat by‘
banning the transport of Swedish war goods through Danish sovereign
waters.?® . Christian IV also banned all warships and war materiel from
passing the Sound and sanctioned high handed and malicious customs in-
spections on all Swedish shipping. Finally in 1623 tolls were imposed on
Swedish shipping as a direct retaliation over the sales tax issue?'.

Christian IV was keen to deliver a decisive show of force to
preserve his supremacy against Sweden. However, in the meantime Gustav
Adolf and the Swedish riksr&d had concluded a truce with Poland and
were well prepared to meet any Danish aggression. Only the Danish
rigsrdd sought to preserve the peace and forced a border meeting at
Knardd in 1624. Despite blustering threats from Christian IV he knew that
his army and navy had been starved of funds by the rigsrdc®?, and

were in no fit state to engage a battle-ready Swedish force. The Swedes

20. The rigsrdd for the first time acknowledged and defined the limits of Danish sovereignty in
the southern Baltic at this time. RAdets betamnkning, 6 July 1622, Kr. Erslev, Aktstykker og oplys-
ninger til rigsraad og standermedernes historie i Kristian 1V's tid, (K¢benhavn, 1883-90), I, 336-7.
21. Tandrup, Mod tnumf eller tragedie, 11, 539.

22, Erslev, rigsraad og standermgdernes historie, 1, 401-2,
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also knew they held the upper hand and tried to use their superiority to
wrest control of the Sound from Denmark. In this they failed, but on all
other points Christian IV was forced to agree to a humiliating capitulation

which re-imposed the former free trade agreement and ensured free pas-

sage of Swedish war materiel through the Sound3.

The 1624 Knar¢d incident marks the decisive moment when the
dominium maris Baltici slipped permanently from Denmark's grasp. The
relative power of the two Baltic nations was now finely balanced, but with
the scale inexorably tipping in Sweden's favour?4, Before the treaty Den-
mark was recognised as the superior Baltic power but a humiliating climb
down at once strengthened Sweden's and diminished Denmark's standing
in international circles.

Meanwhile Christian IV's expansionist policy in northern Germany
had not been as successful as he might have hoped. In an effort to
retain his standing in international affairs after the Knar¢d treaty he
hastily concluded an agreement with England which allowed him to lead
the fight in Germany as head of the Evangelical League. A quick success
here he hoped would also strengthen his position in relation to Sweden?®.

Denmark's involvement in the Thirty Years War (1625-29), known as

the Kejserkrig, made little demands on the navy in the Baltic, apart from

coastal blockades, until the latter stages of the war. This dramatically

changed in 1627 when Imperial troops overran Jutland, and threatened to
push on to take the Danish islands. Superior Danish naval strength was

instrumental in thwarting this threat, and the rigsrdd noted that the
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navy was 'al Danmarkis (nest Gud) den st¢rste defens udi dene
besvarlige tid' (all Denmark's greatest defence, next to God, in these
troubled times)?. However, Denmark's disastrous land campaign had led

the Habsburgs to contemplate the possibility of taking control of the Bal-
tic for themselves and a grand plan was conceived which would unite the
Spanish and Polish fleets in the Baltic. Preparations were also begun in
Wismar for the building of an Imperial fleet and in 1628 Wallenstein as-
sumed the grandiose title of General of the Baltic and Qceanic Seas?.

To combat this threat Sweden agreed to support Denmark in her
fight and a three year alliance was concluded in April 1628. This was no
great pact of friendship but a tactical manoeuvre which both sides hoped
would preserve their national security. After Jutland had been overrun
Denmark was wary of a threatened sea-borne invasion of her islands and
was keen to sue for peace on favourable terms. An alliance with Sweden
greatly strengthened her bargaining position. Sweden, on her part, knew
that if Denmark capitulated there would be little to stop the Imperial
forces from launching an attack against her. Gustav Adolf had also made
the decision to involve himself in the German war but needed Denmark to
maintain the fight until his war with Poland was ended and Sweden was

in a more able position to launch an attack in Germany. By the terms of

the treaty Sweden was to provide eight warships to strengthen the
Danish navy and in return Denmark was to stop the passage of any ships
sailing to Danzig. Although the treaty was limited it was significant in that
the two Scandinavian powers suspended their contest for the dominium

maris Baltici to see off the threat from a third party2,
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The test of the alliance was not long in coming. Wallenstein had
found Wismar an unsuitable naval base and had therefore also decided to
take Stralsund, and laid siege to the town in May 1628. An Imperial vic-
tory here would give them control of virtually the lwhole north German
coast, the consequences of which would have been grave for both Den-
mark and Sweden. The relief of the siege by the combined Scandinavian
forces gave each party what they wanted. Denmark had gained an impor-
tant bargaining counter for her peace negotiations, and Sweden had
gained a foothold in north Germany and a valid excuse for entry into the

conflict.

In 1629 the Danish navy was able to further strengthen Denmark's
hand in the peace negotiations. One squadron mounted a successful
blockade of Wismar, whilst a force of 150 warships and transports enabled
the landing of ten thousand troops in Slesvig to cut off the Imperial
forces in northern Jutland2s,

Despite these successes the terms demanded for peace were still
unacceptable to Christian IV. In a last throw of the dice he invited Gus-
tav Adolf to a border meeting at Ulvsbick. Ostensibly this was to discuss
how the two countries might defeat the Habsburgs maritime pretensions
once and for all. However Christian refused to co-operate on any matter
and the meeting ended in acrimony. The meeting had, however, served its
true purpose for Christian IV in displaying a facade of Scandinavian
unity. Wallenstein hurriedly settled the peace negotiations which proved
more than generous to Denmark in the circumstances. The treaty of
Liibeck has been described as 'the greatest diplomatic coup in Danish
history'3, and although Christian IV was excluded from the Lower Saxon

Circle, no Danish termtory was lost, nor did Denmark have to pay any

29. Anderson, Naval Wars in the Baltic, 43.

30. Paul Douglas Lockhart, Denmark in the Thirty Years' War, 1618-1648: King Christian IV and
the Decline of the Oldenburg State, (London, 1996), 205.
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form of reparation.

Christian IV may have succeeded in his short term aims with his
pretence at Ulvsback but the long term consequences were bleak. If Gus-
tav Adolf were to fail to keep the Imperial forces at bay the Baltic would
then be open to Habsburg domination. However, if he were to succeed
then Sweden would be the undisputed master of the Baltic. Either way
Denmark had irrevocably lost her control. Coupled with this Christian 1V
had also lost the respect of her western allies and Denmark could no
longer to be regarded as a European state of the first rank. The original

aims of the war had been reversed completely and Christian IV's personal

humiliation was totald!.

Sweden's truce of Altmark with Poland, and the subsequent suc-
cesses of Gustav Adolf in Germany left no-one in doubt as to who was
the new master of the Baltic. Sweden controlled, and levied tolls on, vir-
tually the entire southern Baltic coastline. Christian IV recognised the
danger of Sweden enlarging its area of Ius Dominij Maris Baltic/2 and
warned the rigsrdd in 1630 that a fleet still needed to be maintained to
prevent any further encroachment on Denmark's sovereignty, but Danish

policy in the Baltic remained somewhat hesitant in the years immediately

after the peace of Liibeck.

However, the death of Gustav Adolf in 1632 and the subsequent
reverses experienced by the Swedes on the continent emboldened Chris-
tian IV to once again re-assert his claims on the Baltic®, He asked the

rigsrdd in December 1632 how 'Rigets Rettighed over @sters¢en kunde

31. Roberts, Gustavus Adolphus, 11, 380-8,

32. Letter to rigsrdd, 4 April 1630, C.F. Bricka & J.A. Fredericia (eds.), Kong Christian den
Fjerdes egenhandige Breve, 11, 258-9.

33. Hill, Danish Sound Dues, 102-8.
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havdes og en flaade holdes udrustet' (the state's sovereignty over the
Baltic could be reinforced and a navy kept mobilised), to which they
responded with the granting of a corn tax34. A naval rebuilding
programme was also begun and the navy was put in a state of readiness
in what amounted to a state of armed neutrality.

By the mid 1630s Christian IV was in a position to resume his ag-
gressive attitude to Baltic politics. Prompted by the impending end of the
truce between Sweden and Poland, the fleet was ordered to be as strong
as possible in 1635 and 1400 new seamen were to be recruited3. This
mobilisation may simply have been a precautionary measure but the fact
that excuses were ready prepared for the Emperor in case he questioned
the 'Starcke ausrustung zur Sehe'® (strong mobilisation at se<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>