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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

A full account of the sources}ﬁn'which.thia‘bingraphy
1g bagsed will be found on pp.9=35 belo;v. It 48 propeyr to add
here two personal acknowledgmenis, Professor G.0o Savyles
suggested ths life of Scrope as a subject for reaearch, and
has always been most generous in giving botﬁaadvice and
information, Professor B.H. Putnam has alao%given valugble
agdvice, and in the course of seeing her Sir‘WilliampShareshull
through the press I have naturally had the oppovtunity'cf

mgking comparisons with the career of another juﬂt%ce of
the same period, EE

I have not attempted to discuss Scrope's congiaputimn
to the development of legal thought and doctrine, F:ve;\if L
hed felt confident of possessing the necessary technlcal:
Iknowledgo, it would seem premature to venture upon such a
topic until the unprinted reports of the eyres of 1521 end
1329-.30 and the reports of the period of Scerope's chiefl
justiceship (at present available only in the edltion of
1678-80) have been critically ecdited,

I have added, at the end of the volume, a copy of an
of fprint of my article in the Scottish Historical Review

for October 1949, to which reference is made in the text.

CoelioGad
EelioGeSe
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Wensleydale, forkshire.
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aprointed attorney to Thomas Meynill.

Henry le Scrope, his elder brother, appointed
justice of the cormon pleaspe.

FPirat certain reference to Geoffrey as a pleader,
Married before this year.,

Acting as king's serjeant:; and present in King's
Council,

Hes his home at Clifton, Wensleydmle,

First aprointed to commission of 'oyer and
terminer!, First summons to parliamsnt,
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PART T,

The problems of writing the biogravhy of Scrope, with a brief

survoy of the materisls

"Very many great families of the nobility ..,.. have been
originally ralsed, or (by the younger brothers) upheld and
assisted, so that the rise and continuance thereof must be
owned to be due to their industry snd studles in the laws of

England ... 83 barristers, gserjeants at law, Judges of the
king's bench ,.. and those families have been since great

soldlers, ambagsadors, statesmen, and, in fine, the greatesat

men of thelr times.,
(Anon. M3, of 1697, presented to the British Nuseum by

G.C. Scrope, Esqe.; now M3, Addit, 28,205, f. 67 v.)

(1) |

The modieval English lewyers, as Maitland -has sald
rin a femous panssage, were a renarkable race., If, belng
&warldly*mmn, not of the sterile cast", they succeecded in
- founding families, many of them had interests which extended
beyond worldly prosperity; they werc "in their way learned,
cultivated men, linguiats, logiclans, tenacious disputents,
true loveré of the nice case and tho ooot point".(l) Ve pfOpoae
to attempt-the'biography'éf'a lawyer whoseo life could bs used

to 1llustrate many such accomplishments, and who was, at the

same time, notably successful in his pursult of worldly
prosperity. OSir Geoffrey le Scrope stands out as a diétinguiahad
lewyer even in the days of such.celdbritiea as Bereford, Stonor,

(1) _Y.B.S.S. 1 and 2 Edw, II, p.lxxxi. (Seo note on pe vi
ante regarding the method of citation from Year Books).



(1)
- and Shareshull, Yet, 1f Edward III had been asked why he

e valﬁba Scrope's sorvices so highly, one may guess that he

would have gilven flrst place to the work which he did as o
member of the council, Second only to this, the king
probably estocmed Scrope as one of hls very best diplomatists,
a layman whe by virtue both of his personal qualitles and of
his profeselonal training, could Lold his own easily among
the prelates who, a8 a rule, were the senior members of
diplomatic missions, In addition to all this he was, of course,
like most medieval j’ustices » Bmployed on innumerable occasions
in thoge miécellanecus adﬁiniatrative task:ﬂ wﬁich, 1r; the
abéence of a highly speclalized civil service, had to bo
performed by any sulitably quellifled gervant of ths crown who
happened to be gvallable at the time, The blography of such a
person presents formidgble problems, ' We fear that our best
efforts may leave many things unsettled, whether becauce of the
Inherent defects of record sources as material for biography,
oY because of the imperfections of our treatment of such
intractable evidence, One thing is certain, however: that the |
importence of Scrope's l1ife and work justifies the effort, It
may be asked wky, 1f this be so, his name 183 so little Xnown ‘
(1) A full biography of Shareshull has been completed by Miss
Putnem, and it is now in the press (cf. introductory note
ante.). Bolland wrote a short 1ife of Bereford, which
was published In 1924, Stonor, whose establiahment of
the fortunes of a great family provides an instructive
parallel to the career of Scrope, has received no adequate

treatment; there is a brief notice in Stonor letters and
Papers (Camden Third Series X}{IX), pp.W



that some have even t‘ai:%ed to distinguish him from his less
1)

eminent brother, Henry. Une reason, no doubt, 13 theo
relatively small space devoted to the blography of laymen in
current mcdleval studies, When 80 many even of the English

kings and greater magnates still awalt a .modorn biograrher,

1t 1s not surprizing that a knight of humble and obacure origin

(2)
should be neglected, Again, the pgenealogiats and writers of

pedigrees are apt to pay little attention to the sncestors of
peers, except what is necessary to establish the descent of the-
first holder of the title, If Ceoffrey le Scrope, and not his

son Henrys had come to be reckoned as the first Iord Scrope of
(3 '
Masham, he would have gained more attention in modern works

of reference, Yot it was Ceoffrey's work which created the
fortunes of the familys; hls son was a far less able man., The
most important reason of all is the fact that no blography of
Scrope, or indeed of any medieval justice, can be written
without a great deal of re'search In those goctions of the Public
Records which are stlll unprinted, and, for the most part, not

even calendared., That 1s the reason for the fragmentary nature

(1) So Campbell in ILives of the Chlef Justices (infra, ps it )o
Tout In Fdward II, p.330y doea not clearly distinguish
Geaffroy (of lasham) from Henry (of Bolton), The reference

to Henry in T.R.Hist.S., XTI, p.2007 should bo to Ceoffrey.
This last 1s an indexer's error,

(2) The recent works of Professor Johnstone on Edward of
Carnarvon, and of Mr. Donholm-Young on Richard of Cornwall,
are, perhaps, a sign of a change in the position,

(3) On Henry's exact atatus see Tout Chepters III, p.296, and
footnotes., J}Modemm writers on tho poerage have élwa;ra
accepted him ns the first bvaron Scrope of Masham; cf. J.W,
Clay: Extinct and Dormant Peerares of the Northern

Countles of Enpland, p.202.




of the notices of Scrope which are to be found in Dugdale!s

Baronage, in Foss's Lives of the Justices, in Nicolasa's

Scerope and Grosvenor Controversy, and in all modern works -
which attempt to deal with the subject, The difficulties of

writing the life of any Justice of this period are accentuated,

in the present case, by the suddenness of the rise of the ,
Scropes from insignificance in the earlier yearsa of Edward I,

to a position of great importance under his son and his grandson,
The goneral obacurity of the family before the close of thne
thirteenth century has deprived us of any chance of traging

the earliest stages in the careers of elther Geoffrey or Henry,

We must, in due course, discuss the problems of {he sources;
but since so little is generally known about the early Scropoes,
we shall first give a brief sketch of the main facts of.the

lives of the two brothers, with speclal reference, of course,

to Geoffrey.

(11)
The 3cropes 0of the age of Richard II, lienry IV, and

-y

Henry V are familiar to all readers of Shakespeare, but the
amall beginnings of thelr family fortunes are little known,
oxcept among historiens whose special interests lie in the

antiquities of Yorkshire, The following summary will show
the relationahip of Henry and Ceoffrey to their more famous

descendants, The Roman numerals refer to the gencalogy




which will be found on yp. ?’57\ » Tho two brothera, Henry

and Geoffrey, (nos., VIII and IX) are the ancestors of the

houses of "Serope of Bolton" snd "Scrope of Nasham" respectively,
Neithoer of thom can be sald to have Inherited any of the wealth
which they left to thelr asons, for Sir William le Scrorpe,

their father, was so unimportant that, apart from a few
occurrences in thaiwitneas lists of Yorkshire charters, 1t is
hard to collect more than half a dozen certaln references to

(1)

him, The preceding stage in the genealogy 1s so uncertain
as to emphasize still further the obsacure origins of the
family: for it 1s impossible to establish the exact number
of generations between VI end VII, or to explain the apprarent

loss of ths connecti(un vith Flotmanby in the middlo of ths
2)
thirteenth century, - It 1s, however, pretty cortain that

lenry (VIII) snd Geoffrey (IX) were brought up, and probable

that they were born, on Willtam le Scmpet'? (VII) ostates in

| %!
Wenale(zc)iale. Henry was born before 12068, and Geoffrey before
12856, Both brothers entered the legal profession and rose

(5)
rapldly, Henry belng a pleader as early as 1202 and rising

¥

(1) Infrapp.4o -
(2) Infra p. ¥
(3) He- seomrs to have been of age in 1289 (Cal.Close R, 1288-96,

] ,ﬁ ...T,:;,-‘;;_r p ¢ l 1 @
(4) Infra Poe s




(1)
to the position of justice of the common pleas in 1308;_,* |

Geoffrey following the same path, at a distance appropriate

to the difference 1n his age. Ultimately, Henry became chief

(2)
justice of the king's bench (1317) and ended his career as

(3)
chief baron of the exchequer (from 1330), Ho died in 1334,

leaving a son Richard who had a distingulshed military career

(he fought at Crécy, Calais, Espagnols-sur-mer, Berwick, and
Najara), served Richard II as chancellor from 1378-1380 and

from 1381-1382, and founded a family which continued until

(4)
the extinction of the male line in 1630, Geoffrey

(5)
an eminent pleader in tho earliest years of Edward II and

enjoyed(aibrilliant career as a king's serjeant from 1315 ()
6 7

onwards, was created juﬂtiée of the common pleas In 1323,

(8)
and chief Jjustice of the king's bench in 1324. Concurrently

with his work in the courts, he was employed on diplomatic

who was

o,

missions which, when they could not be fitted into the vacations,

involved hia replacement for considerable periods by substitute

Justices. He undertook also the arduous duties of a justice

of assize, and, in hls capacity as an itinerant justice after

(1) Cal,Pat.R, 1307-13, p.l47.

ke) Cal,Close R, 1313-18, p.415.

(3) Cal.Pat. R, 1330~34, p.20.

(4) Nicolas, vol.II, passim, and D.,N,.B,
(6) Infra p. sS4

(6) Infra pe. 5'6}

(7) Infra pe. Q'I

(8) Infra p, 3
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the triumph of Edward II and the Despensers in 1322, he may
have 1incurred a certaln odium for his services in suppressing
the enemles of the government, even if he was not actually

one of its supporters in a politicai gengde, It 13 probavly
1323
for this reason that YMortimer's (ior)lspiracy of IE2ew®R included
1
Serope among the list of "gullty men", His part in the

revolution of 1326«27 is very obscure. . But eno?g? is lmown
24
to make .1t clear that the allegation of Dugdale, that he was

out of favour with Edward III at the atart of the new reign,

is unfounded, A writ was sddreased to him as chief justice of

(3)
the king's bench on 28th January 1327, and there 1s no doubt

that he took his accustomed place on the bench for the first

(4)
term of Fdward III's reign. Indesd, under Edward III his

fortunes rose even higher than before. After his employment

in the negotiations with Scotland which led to the Treaty of

(5) |
1528, he came to be regarded with such favour aes a diplomat

(6)
that he was obliged in 1334 to ask for a rest, His lsbours

on the king's bench, however, were not roeduced: all that he

(1) Vide‘ Infra De 9

(2) Baronage, Vol, T p.b58 ,. followed by all later accounts,
(3) Infra, p. |3§

(4) Infra, p. 5

(5) Inf'ra,,rp. 107 &L
(6) Infra, p. lq7




(1)

galned was & temporary respite from foreign travel, It was,
in fact, Impossible for him to abandon his legal duties
without laying aside his hope of securing a greater reaspect
for law and order; a hope in which he had (it seems) begun &

(2)
series of general eyres in 1329-30, His owrnr court of king's

bench was, 1f we accept Mlass Putnam's attractive suggestion,
B key point in the government's programme for the improvement
of public order, and he was not the man to neglect its

(3)
posgibilities, But in 1338 he had to give way to the

needs of an aggressive forelign policy: like many a modern
minister who 13 clearly the best man for two incompatible

-

poats, he surrendered the chief :jJusticeship and went abroad

t (4) |
with the king. ‘Soon he wgs one of the supreme allled

(5)
council for the prosecution of the war, and he dled at his
post in Ghent in 1340. He left a aon Hénry who has been atyled&

"eirst Baron gcrope of Masham" by writers on the peerage.

Young Henry, like his cousin Richard, had a distinguished
career in the fleld, serving at Halidon H11ll, Sluys, Crecy
eand Eapagnols, One of his sons was that unfcrtuléte Archblishop

of York who was beheaded in 1405; m grandsopn, the thirad Baron,
was the tralitor who was executed on the eve of the Agincourt

expedlition. The barony was restored, however, in 1426 and

(1) Ibiad.

(2) Infr‘a,Pp. 'Sl goﬁ/‘
(3) Putnam, Proceedings, p.lxii.

(4) Infra, p. &3
(5) Infra, pe. 237

1




conti?u?d in the male line until 1t fell into abeyance in
1
1817. ~

(111)
we now tur? ?o congider the materials availlable
2 S -
for a 1ife of Scrope. It will be simrlest to begin by giving

a short criticiémof such connected accounts of his life as

have been attempted hitherto. The earliest seems to occur in
Dugdale 's Baronage of England (15750.(3) Though circumscribed
both by the special interests of that work, and by the limited
use which could be made of record material at that time,
Dugdale's work 1s the foundation of subsequent biographical
sketches, Unfortunately his inevitable errors, such as the
aggertion that Scrope was out of favour for a spell after

the revolution of 1326, have been repeated down to and including
the date of the Dictionary of National Bilography. Before
leaving Dugdale, we should note that four years before the
issue of the Baronage, he had appended to his Origtneg

Juridiciales the Chronica Series, a chronological catalogue of

legal worthies ranging from 1067-1671, This list is still

(1) Nicolas, vol,II passim; D.N.B. It may be of interest to
add the following words of Nicolas: "In the period of
three hundred years, during more than a century of which
the Barony of one branch was in abeyance, the House of
Scrope produced two earls and twenty barons, one chancellor,
four treasurers, and two chief justices of England; one

archblshop and two bishops; five Knights of the Carter and
numerous Bannereta”, (Nicolas, II, p.2.).

(2) Henceforward "Scrope" means Geoffrey le Scrope unless
otherwlse indicated,

(3) ogg.cit. | VOIoI pp¢657"8:

s
Himy .
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valuable for 1t{s references to documents which have not yet

been calendared, and especially to the Liberate Rolls, But it
contains many errors, and it is to an error of this sort that
we owe the common statement that Scrope, along with three other
eminent serjeants, received his first stiprend in 131é§) this 1is

a misunderstanding of the date of Iiberate roll No.92.

( We may consider next the blograrhy by Sir Harris
2)

Nicolas, forming part of his éﬁition of the document commonly .
called the "Scrope and Crosvenor Roll" (1832)., The first

volume contains the complete text of the roll, which, consider-

‘ihg 1ts importance, 18 not so well known to historians as 1t
should be, JIt consists of the report of proceedings in the
court of chivalry between Sir Richard Scrope (the son of
Geoffrey's brother Henry) and Sir Robert Grosvenor, concerning
their dispute over the right to bear the arms 'azure, a bend
or'. DBecause Geoffrey Chaucer was called as oné of Scrope's
witnesses, tha1proceedingahave for long been fairly well
known to students of literature, but 1t 1s no credit to
historlans that the edition of Nicolas 1s 8till incomplete,
has never been reprinted since the very limited edition of

(3)
1832, end worat of all, conslidering the nature of the text,

(1) Chronica Series, pe38. The correct date is 1315,
See Appendix A No,l.

(2) Nicolas, Vol,II, pp.P6=-105,

(3) For this reason we have reproduced, at Appendix B, the most
important passages of the text of the Roll for our purpose,
On the importance of the Roll as » primary source see

below, pp. |3$1/_ .
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has no adequate index, The chief value of Nicolas' biograrhy
s that 1t adds to the work of Pugdale the evidence obtainable
from the depositions of the witnesses in the court of chivalry:
but in general it is a scholarly piece of work and 1t hus
never been superseded, Subsequent bilographies are few in
number and add very little. Iord Campbell did not consider
Scrope worthy of mention in his Iives of the Chief Justices of
Enrland (1849); but he obviously confused pim with his elder
brother, since he alleged that Henry was chief juatice of the
king's bench at a period when the post was certainly held by
Geof‘frey.(l) We need say little of the lives in Edward Foss's

Judpges of Fngland (1848-64) and in the Dictionary of Netional
Blograrhy, The former 1s as good as the average' level of a

pioneer work which, although 1nd13pensablef haga been sald to
"slamour for re-editing and amplification?" the latter, by
Jemes Tait, 1s naturally a careful compilation of accepted

facts rather than a piece of research. 3incc the date of the

Dictionary there has been no fresh treatment of the subject
except for a most useful article by Mr. Charles Clay on the

(1) Campbell, Vol.,I, p.86.

(2) Sayles, Select Cases in the Dourt of King's Eench,
Volel, PoeXxlix,-



12

| (1)
pedigree of the Scropes,

One thing all the blograrhies have in common: they
are very brief. Nicolas's, tho longeat, occupies ten pages.
But this does not mean that the materisls are scanty. Tke

Calendars of Ghancery'Rallg‘have-many hundreds of references to
Scrope as a justice, diplomat, member of the council, landowner
and creditoyr, From them alone one could compile an outline of his
career 1in the publlic service and ascertain a good deal about
his private life, There is,uunfortunately, a serious defect

in the Calendar of Patent Rolls from our point of view: the

cormissions of assize and of gaol deli?eﬁy enrolled on the
2

dorse of the rolls are not calendared. It has thus been

necessary to use the original rolls for the later years of
Edward II when Scrope was acting as a justice of assize. The
Parliement Rolls (in tho three publications in which they have-:

apreared) give an invaluable record, atr?tghing from his first
- 3

appearance as a king's serjeant in 13185, to the ¢limax of

his parliasmentary career in 1332 when, as chief justice of

(1) C.T. Clay: "The family of Scrupes or Crupes of Whitting-
ton, Co. Gloucester”, (Transactions of the Bristol and

Gloucestershire Archaeological Society, Vol.,IXV,
Pp.129-140 (1944),~ I should add that the racently
published volume of the new edition of the Complete

Peerage contains an article on the Scropes, 1 am grateful
to kr, Michael W, lughes, the author, for courteously

allowing me to read his 2., In 1946,

(2) This may meang the omiasion of a total of perhaps 2000
entrlies in a single year, On other defects of the Cal-
endars for our purpose, see Putnam, Transformstion,
pagsime I om grateful to Mr, Slingsby of the P.R.0s for
much useful information on these points,

(3) Infra,pp.5q —b
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the king's bench, he openod parliament and declared the policy

(1)
which, thers can be little doubt, he had helped to frame.

Palgrave's edition of the Parlismentary Writs provides, as far
as 1326, nuch information, not only on Scrope's parliamentary
career but also, In its appendices,on certain aspects of his

(2)

judicial work, Rymor's Foedora 1s, of course, indispensable
for Scropo's diplomatic worke 7Ths Rerort on the Dignity of a
_Eﬂ is essential for tracing Scropets career in parliament

and counclil after the end of the relgn of Edward II, at which
point the Parliamentary Wrlts of Palgrave comes to an end.

The Calendar of Close Rolls, it may be noted, 1s no substitute
gince 1t does not include the namcs of all those who recelved
an individual writ of sumronas,

The most important single document conceming Serope |
in tho Fublic Record Office 1s that which at present foms rart
of Chancery Hiscellanea, bundle 6, but which we have already
referred to as the "Scrope and Grosvenor Roll®, the text of
which forms the first volumo of Sir Harris Nicolas' work
referrcd to sbove, Theo origin of this document 18 as follows,
During Richard II's expedition againat the Scots 4n 1385, 8ir
Richard le Scrope of Bolton challenged Sir Robert Crosvenor

for, as he asserted, wrongly bearing the arms 'azure a dbend

(1) Infra, p. l&']
(2) XNote especially p.Ga Anfra. wie |.

y
B

S
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(1)
or', ‘There can be no doubt that the Scropes had used these

arms for many years; the photograph of Geoffrsy's seal, which
appears as our frontisplece, 1s evidence of the fact, But a
settlement of the argument was not to be obtalned'by simple
reference to seals in the family archivaa;(e) 1t needed a

long sult before the "court of chivalry"” to establish the
Scropea' rights, Wwitnosses were surrmoned before thse court,
preasided over by the constable, at various places during the
next few yeara, and it was not until 1590 that &8 final jud ent
was delivered by Richard II himself In favour*ofiscrope.(s

The roll, unfortunately, 15 mutilated at the end and this has
caused the loss of the evidence of a great many of Grosveﬁor'aﬁﬂ
witnesses, Wo are concerned, however, only with Sir Richard

lo Scrope's witnesses, who reached the surprising total of 246,
They appeared before gessions of the court at the following

towns; the fligures indicate the total number of witnesses at

s
each place: Plymouth (the rendesvous for the expedition of

John of Gaunt to Spain) 70; Tiverton 4: AbbotﬂburyJG; éhﬂater 10
York, Aton, Pickering and Scarborough 65; Nottingham and
Ieicester 7; laxton 3. The evidence of 8o many witnesses from

go many different parts of the country (efter making allowance

(1) Nicolas, Vol,I, p.184.

(2) In the course of the trial, however, the evidence of

armorial seals of the Scrope family was adduced, vide
Nicolas, Vol.I, pp.93, 139,

(3) 1o, p¢362: ,
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for the fact thét some 0f the meeting places were dictated by
military convenience) gives unique value to the roll as s
source of Information on pedigrees and family history in
general. But 1t must be admitted that the blograrher of Scrope
1s somewhat disappolnted by the results. Fourteen witnesses
make some Ireference to him, Seven of these were born in or
before 1320, and couid therefore be expected to have some
knowledge at first hand:; of these seven, four were born in
or before 1310, and had thus reached the age of thirty or more
when Ceoffrey died., One, Brilan de S%gyledon,had gone with
Ceoffrey on his last overseas mission. All the uncertainty
that has arisen over the very ambiguous et plus in statements of
age in the rollfe) does not alter the fact that some of these
witnesses were old enough have supplied exactly the kind of
personal information sbout CGeoffrey's character which we
cannot find in ordinary record sources, bBut it 1s perhaps
foolish to expect very much in any record of Legal proceedings
except what 1s strictly relevant to the enquiry. The question
was simply, "did the ancestors of Richard le Scrope bear a
cortaln coaf of arms?"” It was relevant to the case, by
medieval atandards, to testify to their knightly virtues as _

well as to the deslgns on their shields, but no rmore was allowed

by”wayﬁof.personal description, A more serious matter 1s the

(1) Treaty Roll No,15, m,10,

(2) e.g. JJMs Manly, Canterbury Tales, (1928), p.6: -
T.R. Iounsbury, Studies in Chaucer, I, pp. 19 seq.
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credibility of some of the evidence given at the trial. It
wo uld seem that many of Richard le Scrope's supporters were
anxlous lest hls descent from a famlly of eminent lawyers

should suggesat that the Scropes were unwarlike. Thus there:
1s conslderable emphasis on the Scropes! attainments in the
tournament end on the fleld of battle; and one witness is at

pains to refute those who argtzec)i that the law could not be
1

the profession of = gentleman¢ Ve find certainly en
insistence on Geoffrey's prowess as a knight which 13, to =

modern reader, rather hard to reconcille with hils arduous

labours on the bench and at the council table, Indeed there

are some cases where the gtatements of the witnesses can dbe

made to look very doubtful by comparison with other record

;

eévlidence, For example, Thomas Rooa of Kendal, who was over -,
elghty at the time of the trial, testifled that Geoffrey was
present with the king at the campalign of Stanhope Park in the.

gummer of 13273 but there .'Ea record evidence of his being at
2)
fork at the material time, Aga.'(Ln i1t 13 almost certain
3
that tho statement of William Biset that Geoffrey's son

Henry fought at Slﬁya 1s erronecous. 4n entry in the Treaty

(1) Nicolas I, p,182: "jeo oy dire q' homme dist g' lMonsieur

Henry lescrope nest point graunde gentil homme par cause
qil est un homme de la ley, & jeo vous dye certoeignement
q' son pler estoit fait chivaler a Faukyrke”, etoc,

(2) Vide Appendix C, sub anno 1327. Nicolas quotes the

testimony of William of Aton in support of Roog (I .14?5 |
but 1t 1s too vague to be conclusié?g. » P )

(3) Ibid. I, p.l126.
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Foll for 1340-41 shows that Henry accompanied his father on

e

his last voyage from England, some time after the battle had
been fcmght.(l) He could scarcely have been also prssent on
the earlier expedition which led up to the battle, Pl;obably
Biset recalled Henry's participation in the lai:er expedition
to Sluys in 1345 and confused it with that of 1340,

It 13 only right to add that other sources confirm
some of the assertions.which the witnesses make about

Ceoffrey's military attailnments, The statement of William of

(2)
Aton gnd of John de Rither - that he bore arms at Builronfosse -

i3 borne out by Hemingburgh.(s) The satatement that he was
knighted during a tournament at Northampton(é)though it 1s, .
on purely a vnriorl grounds, most unlikely (for there is every
indication that he was knighted on his appointment as a Jjustice,
according to what seems to have been a cormon custom) receives
unespected support in a wardrobe payment for his expenses at a
tournament at Northampton which seems to have taka?sgﬂace at

sbout the same time as his elevation to the bench, We rust

therefore accept the evidence of the witnesses on 1ts merits;

(1) Treaty Roll 15, m.l0,

(2) Infra, Appendix B, V: Vf;

(3) - Hemingburgh, Vol.II, p.347.

(4) Infra, Appendix B, V: Vf.

(5) On the difficulties of this matter vide _1_;_1_1_‘_?_51:;). %8 29, -
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i1t would be wrong to reject any of 1t simply because of 1its
"aristocratic® biaa,

The fate of the private archives of the Scrope family
will be discussed when we conslder the unprinted sources for
the 1ife; but 1t 15 proper to mentlon, while we are déeling with
rrinted materials, the very useful collectionsof Yorkshire
Deads which have been issued by the Yorkshire Archaeological

(1)
Soclety, They include the documsnts now preserved in

Bolton Hell, and many of thogse which have found their way to the

Wostminater Abbey Muninmont Roomz )The forkshire feet of fines
2 ,
from 1327-47 are also In print, although unfortunately thoae

of the roigm of Fdward II are still unprinted, It must not,
however;, be thought that these publications glve anything like -
a completo picture of the avallable materials for the history

of Scrope's estates, There are meny similar documents enrolled

L.J'-\-‘I’M" *

on the Coram Rege, De Banco and Assize Rolls whose texts are

not extant elsewhore and which have nover bewn systematically

(3)

printed; and some others exist in unaati?f?ctory printed
WUl &
texts whiok no Indication of thelr origin,

The printed Year Books form & source at once

fascinating and eniématic. Any reader of the "black letter"

(1) Y.A.S. Vols. 39, 50, 63, 65, 69, 76, 83, 102, 111.
(2) _3_._2;’ Vol.42.

(3) e.gs Coram Rege R. 274, m,16; 284, m.l; De Banco R, 248,
mely A.Re 546, m,01,

(4) ©.g. Fisher: History and Antiquities of Nashem and
Mashamshire (1865), Appendix.
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ecditlion, In which alone we can find in print the reports of
Scrope's professional activities between 1318 and 1337, has
good cause to reflect on Maltland's remarks asbout the disgrace-
ful neglect with which English scholarship has treatad the
Yéar'Books;(l) but he 13 elso inclined to sympathise with lMr.
H.G., Richardgon's argument that 1t %a eady to overestinate
their value as historical material, 2 The followlng table of

the printed Year Books for the period of Scrope's carcer will

show where the relevant reports are to be found in print:

Edward I Reports of various dates Rolls Serlea, odited
from 1292 to end of reign. by Horwood,

Edward II (a) Mich, 1307 to Trin. Selden Society
1318, editions,
(b) Mich., 1318 to 'Tes reports de cases!
Mich. 1326. (1678-82),

Edward III (a) Hil. 1327 to Mich., 1336. do,
(b) Hil1, 1337 to Trin, Rolls Series, edited
1335, by Lorwood and Pike,

To the ebove, one must add the reports of eyres in
which Scrope toolk part; a rather different category and one
which 1s of greater interest to us.(SJ The eyre of Kent
(6 & 7 Edward II) has been published by ths Selden Society:
that of London (1321) was printed in 19841 from a single and

very poor MS, buf the book 13 so scarce in this country that it

(1) ©.Ze P. & Mo, Vol,II, DeS734
v’

(2) T.R.Hist.S,, 4th Serics, Vol.V, pp.20-51, T

(3) cf. Richardson, op.cit,, p.49:




(1)

is not available éven in the British Museum, An independent
version of the Iondon eyre in ILatin, by 4indrew Horn, the City
Chamberlain, was printed In the Rolls Series as part of the

(2)
Munimenta Gildhallae Iondoniensis. Finally, the report of

the great Northampton eyre of 1320-30, though 4t exists in
gome excellent M3S, has never been printed at all,

There is no need to mention the genersal faults of
the "black letter" edition; they are only too familiar. Two
roints which specially affect our present taslt may perhaps

be stressed., Even the MS Year Books are scarcely noted for

their accuracy in distingulshing the names of Justices and

(3) |
counsel; the black letter edition inherits this 4ifficulty

and, by textual corruption, adds to it, It doos not worry the
lawyer, but it 1s a great dlaadvantage to a blographer, ¥When
we reflect that, for many yecars, Ceoffrey and lenry le Scrope

ware simultaneously active in the courts it will be seen how

unsafe 1t 1s to assume that any particular 'Scrope! 1s in fact

(1) ed. R.V. Rogers in Yemoirs of the American Academy of Arts
and Sciences, Vol,XIX, I am very grateful to Frofessor
Plucknett for lending me his copy. Extracts from one of ..
the B.Me MSS are printed in M. Weinbaum: Iondon unter

Fduard I und IT (Stuttgart 1933) Vol,II, pp.lld~127.
(2) Mun.6ild., Vol.JI, i, pp.285-432,

(3) As a ™ abbreviations aralused for the names of speakers,
llence similar names like Scorburg, Scardeburgh, Shardélowe,
Shareshull, were very liable to be confused, Cf, Foss,

Judges of England, IIT, 489,
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Ceoffrey unless his Christian name 1is mentioned, (as 1t 1is
sometimes) or unless other circumstances make his identity
quite clear. Equally embarrassing 1s the unreliability of the
chronology of the black letter text, In at least three terms

when we lmow that Scrope was certainly not on the bench he 1a

(1)

quoted in the report, Yot when wo turn to the modemm

editions which are available for some periods of his career we '

are not entirely immune from similar anxieties, The "Scrope®”

who appears in the Rolls Series edition of the Year Bodks(og
2

Edward I cannot be identified on Internal evidence alone;

tho date of Geoffroy's firsast appearance in the YearB?o¥a
3
edited for the Selden Soclety 1s not free from doubt; and

| chronological difficulties are by no means unknown oven 1n( \
4
texts which have been edited in the wmogst impeccable astyle.

Thus we have to concode the somewhat unsatisfactory nature of

the YbarkBﬁoks, even in their best editions, for our particulapr
o

PUrpo8e.,
Before we leave the printed sources a vord is due

to the chroniclers, Few of them mention Serope., He does not

(1) Michaelmas 1330, Y,.,B, pl.l15; Easter 1332, Y,B., pl.61:
Easter 1334, Y.B,, pl.55, with which ¢f. Rob.Parl.ined.,
p.23ghu

(2) Infra, p. #
(3) Y.B.8.S., 2 & 3, Eds II [Vol.19] p.73.
(4) ¥.B.S8.5., 5 Ed ITI (Vol.31), p.xi.

(6) It need hardly be satressed that the Year Books are mainly
concerned with 'clvil'! 1litigation and do not tunerefore give
very mich attentlon to the doings of the king's bench,
where most of Scrope's judicial work waa done, On theip
‘unrelliabllity In determining matters of fact, see Plucknett

_;;n;f; Statutes and their interpretation, p.5,
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scem Lo have aroused the same popular intsreat as Ralph of

(1) (2)
Hengham, and Hervey of Stanton  did in their dsy, ¥hen

he 13 mentior(xm;l i1t is because he helped to negotiate a well
%

known treaty, or because he was tho enemy of the chronicler!s

(4)

favourite archblshop: not beoause his character had imprsased
1tsolf on the public imegination. A few references in the

chronicles, however, are of great interest, It is the lanercost

chronicler who reveals that Stimpa waa the nain figurs in the
3)

trial of Harclay at Carlisle: record evidence would have
suggostod -« wrongly - that he was present only as a junior

momber of a commission headed by the Earl of Kent, Only in
the Pipewell Chronicle 13 i1t recorded that he was one of the

dalegation tci I)Ianilworth in 1327, which witnesied the abdication
- {6

of Edward II. Only one source, a French chroﬁiela, roveals

his presencs at the neagotlations for peace bstween England and

(7)
¥rance in September 1340, Chronicls, rather than rocord

(8) |
evidence fixes tho date of his death, and it i3 a chronicle

-
(1) Sayles, K.B.I, p.lxviii, and note; and cf, 1bid p.lxx for
a reference to Spigurnel.

(2) Campbell, Lives of the Chief Justices, I, p.87.

(3) Infray—pe e.g_ Ao EUT ek Bd. T, T, }..Qs
(%) Infra, pe 434 .

(5) .1Inf'ra, pe 63 .

(6) Infra, p. |34 -

(7) Infra, p. 233

(8) Infra, p. 233
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which suggests the extent of the bribes which ho recoeived in
(1)
220-30, during the eyre of Horthampton, On the whols,
however, his career lay out of sight of the chroniclers. Had

(2)
he been robbed on the highway (like one of his colleagues)

or thrown into prison (like the justices of 1289 and 1340)
he would probably have earncd more attentlon then he did by

his efficiency and general avoldance of scandal,

(iv)

we have now to discuas the problema of the unprinted-
gources. It need hardly be said that our trecatment of the
bulkier classes of material has had to be eclectic, An
exhaustive search of the Memoranda rolls of the exchequer from
about 1310 to 1340 would certainly roveal facts which would
contribute much to our blography; but auch a search has, of
course, bveen quite impossible. Further, a systematic
examination of the le Banco Rolls, term by term, from the date
vhen the names of narratores firat begin to be given would
probably clarify the problem, discussed at a later stage,(S)

of the date of Scrope's first appearance at the bar, Selection

is inevitable among such a bulk of matorial and our purpose

| here 1s to indicate the plecea whore the search has been most

fruitful. Tho Corum Rege and Idberate Rolls teken together

(1) Infra, p. IsG

T

(2) EKnighton, Vol.I, pp,460-1,
(3) Infra, p. #%
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make 1t posslble to fix the chronology of his carser on the
bench with far greater accuracy than has so far been attempted,
From the former 1t 1g posslble elso to complle the itinerary
of the king's bench.(l) The latter provide many detalls of
diplomatic misaions, as well as giving evidence of his employ-

ment on a number of miscellaneous dutles, Unfortunately we

can never rely implicitly on the evidence of the Coram Rege
Rolls for his wheresbouts, One cannot belleve, for example,
that Scrope sat on the king’a‘bench at York until 8th February
1334 end began vork in Edinburgh next morning; yet that i1s the

- (2)
literal interpretation of the record evidence as 1t stands,

The name of the justice at the head of the Coram Rege Foll 1s
no absolute proof of his presence on the bench during that
rarticular term, Nor i1s the payment of hls salary a pfoof
that he earned 1t in the court; a deputy could do his work
there, while he himself was overseas, earning an additional
salary as a diplcmat:.(S) Sinilar difficulties are involved

in the use of tho Feet of Fines to establish hie presence on

tho common bench; in one case certa 1n1§ they cannot be treated

(4)

with any confidence.

(1) See Appendix G below.
(2) See Appendix C below, sub _anno,

(3) He was abroad during Easter and Trinity terms, 1334, yet
was pald his full salary for both (Liberate 111, m.4).

(4) Infra, p. ‘67 end cf. Sayles, K.B, I, p.cxxxixf
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The 4sgize Nolls have problems of a diffesrent kind.
It is well known that the name so applied to the series in the

Public Record Urfice(is &6 moat misleading one for so niacell-
1)

gneous a collection. Which of them are in fact recoras of
scropo's work a3 a Justice of asslizoe? We may‘eicludo at once
certain rolls which bear his name: the eyre rolls of 1329-30,

and the rolls recording the oyer and terminer procsedings of

(2)
1326 and 1332. Refersnce to thoe 1ist in Aprendix E will

show that this leaves sevon rolls of proceedings before Scrope
among which we must search for the records of his work on the
aaalzea, A cloger inspechtion shows that we can exclude two

of thess, which record only criminal procoedings against thoge
who had seiéed robel property after the campalzn of Borough-

(3) :
bridge. The resulting total of five rolls can hardly

represent the full record of Scrops's work as a jua?i?a#nf
4
assiza from LCecember 1320 until the summer of 1324, Quite

apart from their small size, they do not by any msans cover
all the counties in which Scrope had been commissioned to

take the asslzes, It gseems probable that some rolls have been

loat: a conjecture which is perha?s supported by the fragmentary
| 5)
condition of the surviving rolls. Scrope was not responaible

(1) Cfi TiﬂtHiﬂttst V, p§64’ Bnd Sayliea, KiBl III’ p.XCg
(2) Infra, Appendix E.
(3) See Appendix E,

(4) This being the period calculated from his formal cormissions
on the Patent Rolls, and hls payments on the liberate Rolls,

,(f{)e_z'ﬁ-ﬂ. 1115#
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for any such loss, for his son aaserted after his death that
his father had never possesged asny assize rolls, gaol aelivery
r0lls, or other documents of like character, except those of
the eyre of 1320-30, which had long ago been dukly sent to

(1)
the exchequer, The blame is thus thrown upon Scrope's

(2)

genior partr{ers in cormisaiona of assize: John of Doncaster
and Wiiliam of Herlé?) We may perhaps gsee in this apparent
loss an 1llustration of the carelessness which occasioned the
Statute of 1335, ordering the annual delivery of rolls of
agaizes, geol delivery, and oyer and terminer to the exchequer,
That Scrope was very careful sbout the preéparation of
his own personai rolls i1s suggested by the exceptionally full
racords of the Northampton eyrs of 1320-30, (classified now
ag .Assize Rolls 620-636). One of these, No,633, 18 not fit
for examination and I have not been able to inspect i1t: but
e whele Sviso
the remalnder are in good condition, and,totals soms 7850
membranes; a figure which can hardly be equalled by the rolls
of any other general eyre., We know little about his clerks,
but they seem to have been carefully chosen. One of then,
Adam of Stayngreve, who was certainly responsible for the
Coram Rege Rolls at one period of lcrope's career, “ rose to
(1) Appendix A, No,XVI.
(2) Patent Roll 153, m.5 4, etc,
(3) A.Re 161 m 23 425 ms, 1=6, etc, TFor a case in 1329 when
two Justices disagreed over responsibility for the
'record! see Saylea K.B. II, p.cxxvi,

(4) Hist.MSS, Cormission, Middleton 1SS, p.92.
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be a justice first of the common pleas and 1a%e§ of the king's
(1) | 2 |
bench, and another,?i}liam of Brocklesby, became a ,
3
baron of the exchequer, Without pressing the point too far,

we may ascribe to Scrope a considerabls interest in the(4)

preparation and preservation of the rolls of his court,

The exchequer and the wardrobe accounts between them
might have besen expescted to provide the foundation of;oﬁr
knowledge of Scrope's diplomatic work, .Unfortunatel},'hawever,
this 15 not the case, We cannot enter here into a full
discussion of e problem whose complexities would take us far;

beyond our proper subject: but we can perhsaps iIndlcate o few

of the reasons why there 1s sometimes no financial record of a

journey overseas ﬁv?n)whenother‘avidence makes 1t certain
5
that 1t took place,

(1) Foss, Judges of England, III, p.509,
(2) I.R. No,263, 10th November.

(3) FOBS, 10000115.’ p+403,

(4) His private memoranda were destroyed by fire during the
dilsturbances of 1326-27, (vide infra, p. 3 ): but the
Coram Rege rolls, although they were in hias possession
according the usual custom, did not suffer,

(6) It has often been assumed that lists of payments at the
exchequer are equivalent to lists of embassies, e.g. in
Bibliotheque de 1'Ecole des Chartes, vol,lix, 1898: "Ias
ambaasades anglaises pendant la guerrs de cent ans", A
complete 1llst of embassles in this period is very desirable:
but it would demand the collation of many different gources:
cf+ MNeSalt in E.H.R. Vol.xllv, pp,263-78% It may be noted
here that the existence of letters patent appointing an
envoy to a mission 18 no proof that he actually served. It
was a common practice to appoint more envoys than were '
necessary in order to provide for unforeseen contingencles,
A quorum was usually stated in the writs (cf. Appendix D
nos.yY, 14, 16 etc.), and 1t is evident that very frequenﬁly

only the minimum number of envoys actually took part in th-
mission,
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The details of an envoy's accounts may be looked for

in three places: the particule compotl preserved in the

exchequer (E,101); the foreign accounts (nuncii) contained in

the Pipe and Chancellor's Rolls; and in the iiardrobe bOOkﬂtl)

especially under the headings of necessaria and prasestita.

The gsecond of these was an abbreviated version of the first

and may therefore serve to fill a gap in the surviving seriles

| (2)
of particule. Only one of Scrope's twenty-one diplomatic

| (3)
missions has left a trace in the Earticulei \ esnd the sanse
4
account 1s duly enrolled on the Pipe Roll, We cannot assert

that time has destroyed particule of Scrope's journeys which

once existed:; for such documents would certainly have left a

record on the Pipe Roll before they perished, "Vie may therefore

agssume that 3erore accounted with the exchequer only once 1n
his diplomatic career. On one other occcasion (in 1338) he was

palid at the exchequer, before going;abr?a?'but he had no time
5 .

before his death to present an account. 1t seems very

probable %h?n that he was, as a rule, pald through the

wardrobe. When we turn to the wardrobe books, however,

(1) Cuttino, pp.ll7 seq.

(2) So the account of Henry Percy in 1328 (Pipe Roll 1
Edward III tn 30 d).

(3) Appendix A, No,VI.
(4) PipB Roll loc.cit.

(6) Appendix D, No.21.

(6) It is no objection to this statement that his companions are

regularly pald at the exchequer, Different members of a
mission could be pald in different ways,.
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we do not by any means find the complete answer to our problem,

There are, indeed, three wardrobe accounts for Scrope's
miasionagl) but even allowing that we may have overlooked some
wardrobe accounts, we are left with a considerable gap between
the number of missions and the number of paymenté. One possible
ezplanatfon , Of course, 1s the fact that the exlisting wardrobe
books are by no means a complete serieas. DBetween the sixth

and the tenth years of Edward III, for example, we have nothing

to compare with the account books of Robert Baldock and of

(2)
Roger Waltham under Edward II. Nor do the enrolled accounts

of the wardrobe provide the detall which ia necessary to follow
the career of a single envoy during the periods when there 1s

no original account bvoks All these facts may be admitted, and
yot we must still feel puzzled to find no sufvivingaccount

for so many jJjourmneys that woere undoubtedly made, We need not
lmagine, however, that Scrope was out of pocket, In many
cases, though no account survives, there 1s other evidence of
payme(nt y Such as a writ of llberate, (%) or an entry in the Issue
R011,4) or an original reéeipt to the Itallian merchantsfm

And .1t 13 not without interest to note that in thé last few

years of his life Scrope .recelved lump sums amounting to

> »

(1) Appendix A, Nos,III, IV; B.M. ¥S, Stowe 653, £, 26 v,
(2) B.M. MSS. Addit. 9951, Stowe 563.

(3) Appendix D, No.9e'

(4) Ibid., No.,17. °

(5) Ibid,, No,16, ~
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(1) (2)
£333/6/8 and an annual pension of 200 marks, given in such

terms as to suggest that they were compensation for expenses
In the service of the crown, Iiis total receipts from these
sources wore considerably greater than his total salaery as

chief justice, It is possible, at least, that these payments

(3)
may be a8 recognition of his apparently unpaid cdiplomatlic work,

We do not propose to dilscuss here the value of the

(4)
unpublished reports of the eyres of 1321, and of 1320-30,

We have naturslly made use of them, but a proper assessment of
their use to the blographer must await the completion of

critical editionzs. We shall conclude our present discussion
with a few words on the family archives of the Scropes.
Originally these must have included not only chartersa, letters
patent and other like documents of a territorial nature, but

also somo documonts relating to the judiclal careers of Henry

(1) Liberate 112, me3, 114 m.3.
(2) w’ II’ 11, p01123i

(3) It 418 proper to say that I have not made a complete search
of the wardrobe debentures (E 404) because their very
fragile seals render them subject to restrictions in
handling, It 1s gratifying to hear that it is proposed to
calendar these documents, On the matter of apparently o
unpaid diplomatic work of. A, Iarson, "The payment of L

fourteenth century English envoys" (E.H.R., vol,liv,
PPe413=4)%

(4) It may perhaps be noted in passing that it is a quarter of
a century since Mr, Richardson pointed out how atmgg a
case there 1s for printing the first (loc, cit.,, pefO)e
Nothing has been done since then that can be considered a
satisfactory . fulfilment of his hopes, The edition of
R.V. Rogers, referred to above p.i3 , is quite unsttis-
factory; and the passages printed by Weinbaum in fondon unte

Fdouvard I & I, are extracts, not a full text. 7The case
for printing the report of the eyre of 1320-30 i3 even

stronger., (Since writing this note I have learned that M
Cam 1s preparing an edition of the report of 1321),

e .,
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and GCeoffrey. The latter have entire%y)periahed, and we can
1

infer thelir existence only by analog¥r) and by the evidence
2

of enrolments in the rublic Records, A ginriilar fate hasg

has probably overtaken the cartulary which we know was
prepared by the Scropes of Masham in later days, and which

certainly contained many documents concerning Geoffrey's
o3tates., It 18 possible of course that the cartulary may have
survived unrecognised, and aince'lta recovery would be of
considerable interest not only to students of the medieval
history of Yorkshire but to othsrs as well, 1t may be deslrable
to state briefly'what 1s kmown about 1t,

The Bolton branch of the Scrope famlly survived in
the male line until the seventeenth century, and even after
the extinction of the name of Scrope, Bolton Castle remained
in the hands of the Dukes of Bolton, who were desacended from
the daughter of the last baron.(S) In consequence, there ars
st1ll at Bolton Castle -a number of documents, which have been
preserved there since the days of Geoffrey'a‘brotherf4) The

fate of the Masham branch was very different, Clifton Castle,

(1) cf. Hist, 1SS Cormlssion, Middleton M35, p.92, This inden=-
ture rmist have come from the archives of the Willoughby

famlly; 1t 1s certainly not Serope's counterpart, yide
infra, poe .

oA

(2) Appendix A, No,XVI, The original is not extant. On each
occasion of handing over his post Scrope must have entered
into a simllar indenture, but none has been preserved.

(3) Nicolas, II, p.GS:
(4) Vide Y.A.S., Vol,L (1914), pasaim,




the seat of Geoffrey and hls helrs, is a mere ruin, and 1t
seems very probable that the archlves once kept there were
dispersed/ soon after the death of the last baron[ in 151’751)
That, at léastz , 1s the inference to be drawn from the appearance
of the cartulery in the hands of Sir Robert Cotton, from whom
it passed, apparently about 1614, to another great book
collector, Willliam Howardig) After this there 1s not the
smallest indication of its fate, altho<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>