University
of Glasgow

Marrs, Clifford James (1995) The 1859 religious revival in Scotland: a
review and critique of the movement with particular reference to the city
of Glasgow. PhD thesis.

http://theses.gla.ac.uk/1747/

Copyright and moral rights for this thesis are retained by the author

A copy can be downloaded for personal non-commercial research or
study, without prior permission or charge

This thesis cannot be reproduced or quoted extensively from without first
obtaining permission in writing from the Author

The content must not be changed in any way or sold commercially in any
format or medium without the formal permission of the Author

When referring to this work, full bibliographic details including the
author, title, awarding institution and date of the thesis must be given

Glasgow Theses Service
http://theses.qgla.ac.uk/
theses@gla.ac.uk




- T

THE 18959 RELIGIOUS REVIVAL IN SCOTLAND:
A REVIEW & CRITIQUE OF THE MOVEMENT
WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO THE CITY OF GLASGOW.

CLIFFORD JAMES MARRS LL.B., DIP.TH., M. A.

SUBMITTED FOR THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
FACULTY OF DIVINITY

UNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW

JULY 1995.



ABSTRAGT.

A literature search i1in the general field of nineteenth
century Scottish history revealed one topic where little
previous, and no recent research had been undertaken. There
has been a marked lack of academic interest in the religious

revival that commenced in the late 1850s.

This 1is rather surprising given the allegation, supported
by a consensus of scholars, that the movement was, 1in the
words of Drummond & Bulloch, '...the first...great revival
that stirred the life of Victorian Scotland....' Popular
perception has 1t that the movement affected the entire
nation, including, for the first time, the modern industrial
and commercially inspired mass urban areas of which Glasgow
was a prime example. In the city the movement was apparently
so rampant that 1t impacted wupon the whole population

interrupting normal daily life and intercourse. (1)

Additicnally, 1t has been claimed that church attendances
increased substantially, and that the movement stimulated

improvements 1n social behaviour as well as heralding a

great change 1n social policy, encouraging 'practical
Samaritanism’ - legislative and active 1intervention to
alleviate the social evils of the era - and so a move away

from the previously dominant Iaissez falre approach.
Moreover, 1t 1s contended that the revival radically altered

church attitudes, policies and practices, tor example, being
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perceived as central to the acceptance and popularity of lay

A

preachers and hymnsinging.

Suspicious of consensus, popular perceptions and claims
based on so little detalled historical analysis this thesis
seeks to test all of these to ascertain 1f they have
combined to create an accurate history or a mythical account

of events. It will also attempt to fill in gaps left by the

methodology and scope of earlier work, the most influential
ot which has been produced by passionate scholars working on
a macro or national level who penned descriptive narratives
which lacked critical analysis. These failed, for example,
to consider theories  about revivals  such as the
circumstances/conditions under which they are believed to
tend to occur, the maintainence and transmission of revival
impulses, who was 1nfluenced by such movements, and how to
evaluate them. Other deficiencies include an absence ot a
critique ot sources, an 1inadequate consideration of the
theology of the movement, and a lack of contextualization.
Moreover no detalled critical dispassionate research on the

revival's impact at a micro-level, such as a village, town

or city has ever been produced.

The thesis covers all of these beginning with a review ot
primary and secondary sources followed by an examination of
theological and theoretical 1issues. The 1859 movement 1s
then contextualized with an analysis of the politico-

economic, social and ecclesiastical-spiritual situation/



environment in which it occurred: in ettect this tests the
theories about the circumstances/conditions commonly held to
precede and be conducive to the commencement of revivals.

Preceptions of the revival are then presented with a

consideration ot stimuli, transmission, geographical
coverage and duration, together with denominational
opinions, popular responses, concerns, criticisms and
evaluations.

Research then focuses on the city of Glasgow, supposedly one
of the localities most impacted upon. Confining the study to
a restricted and well-defined geographical area applies a
methodology unique to the subject. This approach permits a
meticulous search ot sources which have hitherto received
only cursory attention. It also tacilitates the introduction
and utilization of unknown 1local sources, or sources not

before conslidered relevant. These 1include local newspapers,
kirk session and presbytery proceedings, police and prison
reports, and the diaries, autobiographies, correspondence
etc. of local people. An 1innovative approach to in-depth

investigation of the 1impact and eftects ot revival at a

local level is thus 1ntroduced.

The adoption of this method results in the production of a
highly detailed local chronology which provides tor a much
greater understanding of the operation ot the movement 1in
the «city. It pinpoints more precisely the districts

af fected, identifies duration and difterent phases within



it, and highlights the adoption by local revivalists of new

tactics. A method of evaluating the impact of revival at a

local 1level 1s then suggested, one made possible by the
methodology initially adopted, namely a comparative analysis

based on contextualization.

A final chapter otfers a summary critique and an opinion on

the consensus, popular perceptions and claims of earlier

scholars.
Footnote.
(1) Drummond & Bulloch, p. 185.
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Abbreviations & Footnotes.

I. Abbreviations

i.

i1.

AECGA

AFCGA

EC
ECGA

ECPG
FC
FCCRM
FCGA
FCHMC
FCPG
FCSGA
GA
PDECGA

PDFCGA

PUPCS

RPC
RPCS
UPC
UPCS
UPPG

Primary

BM
BN
BT
BS
DEM
DEP
DH
DM
GC
GH
MS
NEDM
NOTW
oG
SM
SR
TL
TR
TT
wWJ
WW

Acts

of the

Assembly

Acts

ot the

Established
Established

FEstablished

Free
Free
Free
Free
Free
Free

Church
Church
Church
Church
Church
Church

Ecclesiastical Bodies & Sources

Established Church General

Free Church General Assembly
Church of Scotland

Church General Assembly
Church Presbytery ot Glasgow
ot Scotland

Committee on Religion & Morals
General Assembly

Home Mission Committee
Presbytery ot Glasgow

bynod ot Glasgow & Ayr

General Assemly

Proceedings & Debates ot the Established
Church General Assembly

Proceedings & Debates ot the Free Church
General Assembly '

Proceedings of the United Presbyterian

Church 5Synod

Reformed Presbyterian Church

Reformed Presbyterian Church Synod

United Presbyterian Church

United Presbyterian Church S5Synod

United Presbyterian Presbytery ot Glasgow

Source Publications

British Messenger
Beltast Newsietter
Banner of Truth
British Standard
Dublin Evening Mail
Dublin Evening Post
Dumtries Herald
Daily Mail
Clasgow tLourier

Clasgow Herald

Morning Star

North British Daily Mail
News of the World
Scottish Guardian

Scotsman
Saturday Review
The Lancet

The Revival

The Times

Wynd Journal
Word & Work
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I11.

iii. Secondary Sources

DSCHT Dictionary of Scottish Church History &
Theology

RSCHS 'Records of the 5Scottish Church History
Society.'’

These abbreviations are used throughout the text. When
referencing newspapers and Journals, the 1initials are
followed by the date ot publication and, 1in the case ot
the larger secular ones, the precise page and column
numbers where the 1intormation cited 1is 1located. For
example, b5G 24-b-b0, 2/4 reters to the Scottish Guardian
of 24 June 18b0, page 2, column 4.

In the case ot muitliple reterences 1in a tootnote an
ampersand or semi-colon 1s used to distinguish dittferent
editions ot the same source whilst a colon 1is used to
ditterentiate sources.

Footnotes

Footnotes do not contain additional text but are used
soley to 1identity source material. For the sake of
clarity and to minimise the number ot tootnotes they
appear only at the end ot paragraphs.

If a paragraph contains more than one reterence then a
collective tfootnote is used to ldentify all sources. The
sources will appear in the tootnote in the same order as
the references appear in the paragraph.

Where a paragraph contains allusions and a footnote is
given suggesting sources these appear, 1in the case ot
secondary sources, in chronological order ot
publication. In the case ot newspapers all editions ot a
particular paper are reterred to collectively betfore
progressing to the nexi source.
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AN IDENTIFTCATION & CRITIQUE OF SOURCES.
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Chapter One R

Secondary Sources.

Introduction.

This Chapter 1s composed of two parts. The purpose of the
first 1is to establish the chronological order in which works
and references relating to the 1859 revival have appeared and
to give a very brief description of the nature of these: this
serves to highlight the dearth of material on the movement.

Detalls are retained for the second part which is devoted to a

full identification and critique of these sources.
I. A Chronology of Secondary Sources.

On 27 April 186! the prominent minister of Glasgow's

Bridgegate FC, the Rev. Dougal M'Coll, confidently predicted:

The religious history of these eventual days 1is not to be
preserved merely in the record of frequent prayer meetings
and sudden conversions; this time will make 1its own
records and bulld up its own enduring monuments..., and it
will mark itself{ indelibly to atter ages.... (1)

A literature search confirmed that this did not happen.
VYictorian scholars, 1including specialist Church historians,
ignored the movement. Even 1n near contemporaneous local
histories, in books penned chronologically close to the events
and devoted exclusively to the history of Glasgow, the revival
1s never mentioned. This is so even in the case ot authors who

in other works had displayed an interest in ecclesiastical and

religious matters. (2)

...15....




In 1910 a book of Reminiscences of the Revival of '53 and the
Sixties was published comprising ot speeches of survivors ot
the movement. These addresses recalled personal involvements
and were delivered at a 'Great Commemorative Meeting' to mark
the 50th anniversary of the revival., At this gathering, held

at North UFC 1in Aberdeen on Friday 8 October 1909, one veteran

lamented the lack of any record: °'One often wonders why no

history of the awakening ot 1857-60 has been written....' (3)

Atfter 1303 there was no significant change. Almost another
decade passed betore, 1in 1918, after the majority of
particpants and eye witnesses had died, a first short essay
was produced by W.J. Couper 1in his book Scottish Revivals.
General apathy once more set in. In 192/ a passing reterence
-appeared in J.R. Fleming’'s A History of the Church in Scotland
1845-1874, but no fturther nmention was made until the late
1940s when a Ph.D by 0. Bussey entitled 'The Religious
Awakening ot 1856-60 in Great Britain & Ireland' , and a book

by J.E. Orr, The Second FEvangellical Awakening 1in Britaln,

appeared 1n 1947 and 1949 respectively.

During the next three decades the movement was virtually
neglected. For example, 1t was completely ignored in the
panoramic works of both J.H.S. Burleigh and G. Donaldson, who
penned, 1in 1960, A Church History of Scotland, and Scotland:
Church and Nation through Sixteen C(Centuries respectlively. In
1975 another passing reference appeared 1in Drummond &

Bulloch's The Church 1In Victorian 5Scotland 1843-1874, with a
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further one 1in John Kent!s 1978 book, Holding the Fort:

™,

Studfies Iin Victorian Revivalism.

In 1880 the revival was considered by I.A. Muirhead in a RSCHS
article, 'The Revival as a Dimension ot Scottish Church
History'. C.G. Brown mentioned the movement 1in his 1982 Ph. D,
'Religion and the development of an urban society: Glasgow
1780-1914', and again 1in his 1987 book, The Social History of
Reliigion 1In Scotland since !730. The most recent reference is
in the 1993 publication, A Dictionary of 5Scottish Church

History & Theology (DSCHT).
I1. Identification and Critique of Secondary Sources.

In 1918 the first essay on the movement appeared in a book by
the KRev. W.J. Couper entitled Scottish Revivals. This
ldentified and summarily considered the major revivals which
had occurred in b5cotland from Stewarton in the seventeenth
century to the Moody/Sankey experience of the later nineteenth
century. Only 3/ coples ot the book were produced. Couper
devoted one chapter to each occurrence in which major points

are noted 1in narrative descriptive fashion. Rarely 1s an

opinion or criticism tendered.

An account of the 1859 movement 1s given in a chapter of about
5,000 words. In a work of this size, which adopts a national
perspective, Couper is only able to ofter sweeping

generalizations.

_17..




He attempts a very limited contextualization of the revival,
and claims that it was stimulated by news of events in America
and the north ot Ireland. This author views it as a single
unitied movement which permeated the whole of Scotland. He
contends that lay preachers, some of whom he identifies by

means ot short protiles, played a prominent role, and that

tervent hymn-singing was a conspicious feature of meetings, at
which a '...deep sense of sin...' was frequently awakened and

the work of the Holy ©Spirit and the need for repentance
stressed. Consequences were allegedly both spiritual and
soclal with many conversions, supposedly from all ranks of
soclety, d1improved personal behaviour and habits, and the
emergence ot a social and civic conscience which tound its

expression in Christian philanthropy.

Untortunately most of the work 1s unaccredited, however some
contemporary newspapers which reported and commented upon the
revival are identitied, particularly rhe Aevival and the Wynd
Journal, as are denominational presbytery, synod and assembly
records. Thus although Couper gives but a brief account, his

work was usetul in suggesting leads which could be pursued.

In the tollowing decade J.R. Fleming, 1n 1927, corroborated
some ot the views of Couper. In particular he claimed that
foreign 1intluences had been present, the movement had
permeated much ot the nation, +to varying degrees all

denominations had benetitted, and 1laymen had played a

_18_



prominent part in leadership and preaching thus helping relax

attitudes to lay ministry and making 1t more acceptable. <4)

In the late 1940s more extensive work appeared.

In 1947 O, Bussey submitted to New College Edinburgh the tirst
and only Ph.D. exclusively pertaining to the revival. The
author, like Couper a Scottish minister, admitted to being a
passionate scholar. He claimed, '...no general survey ot the
movement 1in this country {[UKI has so tar been made.' His
study sought to rectify this and so0o was geographically
sweeping in nature, as the title suggesis: 'The Religious

Awakening of 1858-60 in Great Britain and Ireland.' (5)

Bussey based his work on sources such as, °'...pamphlets
containing local news...written by eyewitnesses...',
biographies of prominent contemporary church figures and,
'...a host of periodicals, reporis, newspapers etc..' His
intention was to produce a review which, '...describeldl the
movement as much as possible as 1t appeared to those
eyewitqesses who passed through 1it.° This perhaps explalns
the narrative style adopted and accounts tor the lack ot any

critique.

Bussey examined pre-revival religion and compared the 16&59
experience to previous occurrences. He attempted a limited
contextualization of the movement by placing 1t within an
allegedly international religious experience which was seen as
having commenced in 185/ and which was viewed as having swept

t hrough the Protestant countries and communities ot North

_19_



America and Northern Europe 1in the years 1immediately
tollowing. He did not, however, attempt a wider socio-economic

or political contextualization.

In addition, Bussay provided details  about leading
personalities, notable conversions, physical phenomena, and
contemporary criticisms. He also suggested direct beneficial
results, both spiritual and social, throughout the following
decades. These ranged from 1increased church attendances and
home and foreign missionary enterprises to improved personal
behaviour and the creation ot schemes to alleviate poverty and

suttering. A useful bibliography was also included.

Although relatively comprehensive, the desire to consider the
revival throughout the whole ot Britain resulted 1n only one
chapter being devoted to the movement 1in Scotland. This
resulted 1iIn a less than detailed analysis. Moreover, despite
the primary sources previously named, the chapter on 5cotland

is heavily reliant on Couper, although this 1s not always

acknowledged. (6)

Although Bussey's. thesis 1s more wide-ranging than Couper's

paper, and 1in respect ot OScotland does provide some more
detail, given his dependence on his predecessor 1t 1s not

surprising that the findings ot the two concur., It appears
that Bussey's work has been consulted by only two other

researchers since its completion 48 years ago.

The only book dedicated to the movement was completed 1n’ 1949

by J.E. Orr, a selt-contessed pro-revivalist. The author made

_.20...



@ similar claim to that of Bussey, that in respect ot Britain,

=,

'...no history ot the movement has been written....' He
turther asserted that there was, '...no [substantiall
published work reporting the progress of the Awakening 1n

ocotland.' Orr does not list Couper or Bussey 1in his

bibliography. (7

- Orr declared his work, '...a pioneer study....designed to make
an 1mportant contribution to ecclesiastical history.' His

'primary purpose' was to;

. ., present a caretully documented and authentic account of
this remarkable religious movement which protoundly
intluenced British life 1in the middle of the nineteenth
century.... The secondary purpose is to attempt to analyse
the results ot the Awakening, 1in the hope that other
historians may turn their attention to a much neglected
phase ot recent church history. (8)

In seeking to produce a '...narrative ot the progress ot the
movement throughout the United Kingdom...', Orr adopted a
methodology and style resembling that ot Bussey. His research
was '...based very largely wupon primary sources, chietly
[religious and secularl newspapers.' The end-product 1s
descriptive rather than critical, scanning the movement on a
macro-level, as 1s retflected 1n the title: The Second

Evangelical Awakening 1in Britain. (4

Of all the writers on the revival, Orr arguably made the most
extravagant claims, contending that +the British churches
enjoyed an 1intlux of some 1,000,000 converts, 1ncluding

300,000 in Scotland. Like Bussey, he also alleged that for
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many years atterwards there were  numerous  positive

consequences. (10)

In addition to charting the movement throughout the whole of

the British Isles, Orr also 1included chapters considering
opposition to it, denominational interest in it, personalities

involved and revival psychology, theology and hymnology.

In similiar fashion to Bussey's thesis, the revival 1in
ocotland was contined to a solitary chapter. In this well
researched and documented piece Orr identifies additional
primary sources which apparently corroborate the contentions

ot earllier scholars; no original 1deas emerge however.

The order in which Orr arranged his book is significant. It
commences with a chapter entitled, 'The Awakening in America’,
tollowed by ‘'The Awakening in Ulster’ and 'The Awakening in
Scotland'. The 1importance ot this order is that 1t reflects
the author's view ot the revival as an uninterupted continuum
which started in America, crossed the Atlantic Ocean to reach
the north ot Ireland betore arriving 1in OScotland and then

spread throughout the remainder of Britain.

Thus like Bussey, Orr linked the various regional experiences
into a trans—-Atlantic movement of which the Scottish
experience was but a part. This international dimension had
previously been recognized by both Couper and Fleming who
suggested that motivation had emanated from America, a point

subsequently noted by Muirhead; however none attempted a

development. Orr does by ofttering suggestions regarding the
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practicalities for foreign 1influences, noting the trans-
Atlantic traffic 1n personnel and intelligence between the

three major ports of Glasgow, Belfast and New York.

The works of Bussey and Orr were tollowed by 25 years of
inditfterence. Not until 1975 did turther references emerge. In
that year a book by Drummond & Bulloch acknowledged the
movement. Assertions were made as to its widespread popularity
which 1is said to have crossed social and church divides, 1its
stimulation ot hymn-singing, and its impact, both
geographically and denominationally. These, however, amount to
no more than crude @generalizations which are neither

substantiated nor developed. «11)

Three years later John Kent 1in, Holding the Fort: Studies in
Victorian ARevivalism, a book examining revival 1in England,
concluded that the 1859 revival had been almost exclusively a

Protestant phenomenon. «12)

In 1980 a journal article by I.A. Mulrhead entitled, 'The
Revival as a Dimension ot ©Scottish Church History' was
published in RSCHS, In format this essay was similar to the
work of Couper, In 1t the author chose tc survey all major
Scottish revivals rather than engage 1in a detailed study of
any particular one, It contained only a few paragraphs on the
1859 revival. The intformation supplied was consistent with,
and so corroborated, the general facts and conclusions of

earlier writers.
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Muirhead, however, made an . additional <contribution by
addressing conceptual 1ssues. For example, he considered it
there was a trend as to circumstances or conditions which
accompanied revivals or with which such occurrences tended to
be associated, that 1s, those which created various kinds of

communal or individual insecurity or uncertainty. (13)

In the 1980s C.G. Brown made minor contributions in his Ph.D.
thesis and in a book. In the tformer, a meticulously detailed
mammoth double volume which appeared in 1982 and entitled,
'Religion and the development ot an urban society: Glasgow
1780-1914', he does not appear to regard the movement as
greatly intluential. This is retlected in the fact that only
1% of the thesis 1is devoted to it. In these tew pages simllar
assertions to those already made by earlier scholars are

repeated: Brown was one ot the few to have read Bussey's
thesis. Apart from brietly reterring to theories concerning
circumstances and conditions which may in some way correlate
with revivals, the only other points of note are the author's
contentions thélt the EC was hesitant, 1t not reluctant, to
embrace the movement which 1in Glasgow, he alleged, was a

predominantly working class phenomenon. <«14)

As the title suggests, Brown's book, The Social History of
Reiigion 1in 5cotland since 1730, 1is a sweeping historical
survey similar in format to the works of Burleigh and
Donaldson. Given this style, it 1s not surprising that it

contains little information on the revival. It furnished a few
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generalizations which <concurred with previous accounts,

including a repeat of his thesis assertion that the movement
was popular amongst the working classes. The only additional

detail was the remark that the revival occurred in the wake of

a trade depression. (15)

Although shedding 1little new light on the movement, Brown's
thesis was valuable tor providing general background
information. The thesis and book combined to provide an
extensive bilbliography, suggesting several primary sources,

particularly church records.

In 1989 J. McCaffrey's article in the RSCHS 'Scottish Church
‘History in the Nineteenth Century: A DSelect Critical
‘Bibliography'’, confirmed the dearth of secondary sources
pertaining to the movement 1n question. It 1dentified only

Muirhead's article cited above. (16)

The most recent consideration ot ObScottish revivals 1s by D.E.
Meek in the 1993 publication, A Dictionary of Scottish Church
History & Theology. In about 6,000 words Meek considers
revivals generally, brietly examining understandings ot what
they are, together with the roots, patterns, contexts and
results of such movements. He confirms the production of
several descriptive accounts and highlights the lack of

critical analysis, (17)

In respect of procedure and progress, research commenced with
a wide ranging literature search on the general theme of

church history 1in an urban environment. This unearthed
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McCatfrey who iden.tif‘ied Muirhead, who 1n turn referred to
Couper and Orr. C.G. Brown's book and thesis were readily
available. The former was well known and contained a reterence
to the the latter: this Ph.D., undertaken at the University of

Glasgow, identified Bussey. (18)

The search also suggested other sources including three slim
non-scholarly volumes two of which were published in 1860. One
was by the Rev, Dr. William Nixon, a FC minister from Montrose
who wrote of his neighbouring area, An Account of the late
work of God at Ferryden., The other was a compilation of
sketches by the Rev., William Reid entitled, Authentic Records
of Revival Now in FProgress 1n the lnited Kingdom The third,
published in 1906, was by the Rev. Alexander MacRae, ~Revivals
in the Highlands and Islands 1In the Nineteénth Century. Each
of these 1s a blatant pro-revival propaganda organ which adds
a degree of local detail but makes no significant contribution

to the present study.

Other books identitied 1include three which predate the
movement. These share the same title, Lectures on Revivals of
Religion and are by, 1n chronological order, William B.
Sprague (1833), Charles Grandison Finney (1837), and William
Maxwell Hetherington <(1840), Modern works comprise William G,
McLoughlin Jn., Modern Revivalism: Charles G(Grandison Finney to
Billy Graham (1858): J.B. Boles, The Great Revival 1787-1805
(1972>: R. Currie, A. Gilbert & L. Horsley, Churches and

Churchgoers: Patterns of Church Growth 1n the British Isles
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Since 1700 <(1977): R. Carwardine, Transatlantic Revivallsm:
popular evangelicalism 1n Britain and America, [7890-1865
(1978)>: I.H. Murray, ~KRevival and Revivalism: The Making and
Marring of American Evangelicalism 1750-1858 (1994). Doctoral
theses 1include P.L. M. Hillis, 'Presbyterianism and Social
Class in mid-nineteenth century Glasgow, a study of nine
churches' (1978), and S.S. Nenadic, ‘'The Structure, values and
intluence of the Scottish urban middle class: Glasgow 1800 to

1870' (1986).

In the 1830s the Americans Sprague and Finney were arguably
the toremost advocates on the subject of revival. Published in
America, and by Collins of Glasgow, their books conveyed the
prominent notions of the time and informed opinion on both
sides ot the Atlantic. The authors' views were also promoted
personally when they toured this country, the tormer as early

as 1828, the latter in the 1840s. (19)

The book edited by Hetherington derives from a series of
addresses 1inspired by the spate ot revival experiences dating
from 1859, the most tamous ot which were located at Kilsyth,
Dundee and Perth. These stimulated popular interest, both
supportive and otherwise, to such an extent that the
Presbytery of Aberdeen established a special committee to
investigate. Moreover, '...1t was thought expedient that a
course ot lectures should be delivered...for the purpose ot
communicating right views and removing prejudices on that all-

important topic’, namely, revivals of religion. Delivered 1in
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Glasgow 'in 1840, and published by Collins the same year, these
discourses emanate from a number ot pro-revival evangelical

Scottish divines. Each lecture constitutes a chapter of the

book. Overall they consider numerous aspects of revival. The

editor claimed the work, '...exhibitl(ed] almost a system of
theology...' on the subject. Meek adds the detail that the
contributors, '...were almost all in city charges.' (20)

The books of McLoughlin, Boles, Currie et al., Carwardine and
Murray add no new intelligence about the revival under
scrutiny. However each, to varying degrees, adds a modern
volce to the consideration of concepts about revival. For

example, Currie et al. mention possible contextual stimuli, as
does Carwardine who adds a trans—-Atlantic dimension and, like

Boles, also examines transmission of revival impulses.
McLoughlin and Murray are exclusively concerned with revivals
in America and are usetul tor the opinions they otftter on the

1857 movement 1n that country.

Hillis's thesis examined the social composition ot nine
Glasgow congregations during the years 1840-18/70. Although
this covers the years ot the revival, he makes no reterence to

the movement. Like C.G. Brown's thesis, Hillis's provided

usetul background intormation together with details of primary

sSQuUrces.

As the title suggests, Nenadic's thesis 18 a study ot the
values and 1intluences upon and ot Glasgow's middle classes

from the beginning ot the nineteenth century to 1870, with
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particular reference to the Glasgow of 1861, t hus
corresponding with the period of the revival. The movement,
however, 1s never mentioned. As with the previously named
theses, this one 1s useful for contributing to an appreciation

of aspects of the socio-economic context immediately preceding

the movement and for suggesting source material.

The methodology adopted in the secondary sources whether 1in
the form of books, theses or articles, indicates that the
principal objective was to convey general impressions rather
than provide a detailed analysis. With the exception of C.G.
Brown's thesis, all pursued a macro-level approach which
produced panoramic overviews, 1limited to descriptive reviews
ot large geographical expanses. They relied predominantly on

national data, anecdotal evidence and general statements.

The overwhelming impression gleaned 1s of the remarkable
degree of accord. The wvarious commentators conveyed a
consistent account with no major factual disagreements and no

dissenting voices, merely a few qualitications.

This is, perhaps, not surprising 1in view of the relatively
small number of scholars who have addressed the topic and the
reliance of the more recent on their predecessors. Whilst
later sources consider conceptual issues they add little by
way of new information, tending merely to repeat the
descriptions and claims made previously by Couper, Bussey and

Orr, 1ldentitfied as the three main contributors.
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Each of these had evangelical sympathies and was supportive of
the objectives of revival. Unlike Couper and Bussey, Orr was
not a Scottish minister. He was, however, a staunch revival
enthusiast who devoted his 1life to researching such

occurrences and produced a number of books on different

movements 1n Aslia, America and Europe. (21)

tach of these three scholars appears to have based his study

on dual presuppositions:

(1) that religious revival was a 'good' thing 1in as
much as 1t ©produced more Christians or more
earnest Christians and unquestionably made a
positive beneficial contribution to both church
and society;

(11) that the 1859 revival produced many such people

and therefore made a great impact on society and
was hugely influential.

Even -1t no 'hidden agenda' as such existed, such sympathies
and assumptions could lead to a tendency to 'write—-up’ the

movement and 1its ettects. The works ot these passionate
authors undoubtedly promote the revival as a major socio-
spiritual phenomenon. The sympathies and assumptions may also,
to some extent, account for the adoption ot descriptive rather

than critical approaches.

Although the consensus represented by the secondary sources
cannot be accepted as a wholly reliable retflection of the
reality of the movement under consideration, their value 1in
suggesting a variety ot primary sources must be acknowledged

as the identitication ot these facilitated the current study.
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Chapter Two

Primary Sources.

Introduction.

Whilst the secondary sources identified a number of primary

sources, none offered a critique.

Three main types of sources were suggested: (i) personal data,
tor example, biographies and autobiographies, correspondence,

diaries and memoirs: (i1) church records: (iii) newspapers.

Civic records such as vital, social and economic indicators
were largely 1ignored, as were other types of ecclesiastical
records such as local Sunday School data and the Reports of
Glasgow City Mission. These have been consulted and will

recelve appropriate comment when utilized in the text.

The primary sources were located via the Scottish Record
Oftfice <(Edinburgh), ©5trathclyde Regional Archives (Glasgow),
The Mitchell Library <(Glasgow’), Glasgow University Library,

and the Evangelical Library (London).

The remainder of this Chapter talls into two parts. The first
considers personal data and church records as primary sources,

whilst the second 1s concerned with the most extensive source,

contemporary local newspapers.



I Personal Data and Church Records as Primary Sources
for Religious Revival Intelligence.

i. Personal Data.

Revival intelligence emanating from personal data comes in the
form of statements, comments and opinions expressed in writing

by eyewltnesses,

when considering intelligence from such sources it is
necessary to be a<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>