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The picture changes in 1300, however. In the first place, the south-west was 
rendered more secure by the capture of Caerlaverock in that year, bringing the sheriffdom 
of Dumfries more firmly under English control. In the following year a considerable 
number of castles across Lowland Scotland were either recaptured or built up to enable 
them to hold an English garrison. Thus, by 1302., the castles of Berwick, Roxburgh, 
Jedburgh, Selkirk, Edinburgh, Linlithgow, Carstairs, Bothwell, Kirkintilloch, Dumfries, 
Lochmaben and Ayr were all held for King Edward and there was an English sheriff at 
Peebles. 

This network of English-held castles across southern Scotland placed Edward's 

officials in a much stronger position. Although control was by no means complete in the 
south-west, it is clear that the sheriffs or the warden of the march were able to make 
effective the orders of forfeiture on certain 'rebel' lands and that a few of their new 
owners gained possession. The administrative processes involved in effecting such a 
redistribution of land meant that the raising of revenues and the prosecution of justice 

were also not beyond their capabilities, with the important proviso that this was by no 
means the case in all areas of the south-west. 

However, English control of the south-east was now effective in all sheriffdoms, 
although the sheriff of Edinburgh appears to have been alone in collecting all fon-ns of 

revenue. There is also' evidence for the prosecution of robbers in the sheriffdom of 
Roxburgh and the holding of a burgh court at Linlithgow. 

Thus, after the turn of the century, the English were able to operate a limited 

administration in the south of Scotland. Admittedly, it bore little resemblance to the 

system established in 1296, nor that described in the ordinances 
, 
of September 1305. 

Nevertheless, the-people of southern Scotland, particularly in the south-east, seem to 

have come to accept Edward's government, if not out of choice, at least out of necessity., 
However, it must be said, finally, that the great volume of pýtitions concerning 

Scotland given a hearing in the parliament of February 1305 attesuto the limitations of 

the English administration before that date. Disputes over land and property in almost 

every part of Scotland, including areas in which there would appear to have been 

effective English control, were brought before the king. In those few instances where 

claims had been made and upheld in previous years, it is quite clear that Edwards 

officers had not been able to -execute the judgement, although obviously any who had 

been restored to land and property according to such a judgement would not now be 

making a complaint. 
It must also be said that behind the capitulation of the majority of the -Scots in 

1304 lay a desire to re-establish a uniform administration throughout the land to protect 

the rights of its people. Since the loyalist government could never fully expel the English 

from the fertile lands of southern Scotland, and it had become clear that the figurehead of 
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that government, King John, was either unwilling, or unable, to return to his kingdom, 
the best hope for a settled future lay with Edward. 

Reflections on the Scottish government: 
Despite the lack of evidence for the activities of the Scottish government , there is 

probably more evidence for the ability of the Guardians to execute the judgements of 
their courts during the period 1297-1303 than there is for King Edward. Although such 
evidence mostly refers to courts held in the north-east, Sir William Oliphant, the Scottish 
sheriff of Stirling, was also able to exercise his authority effectively. In addition, since the 
bishop of St. Andrews was able to enjoy the fruits of his see as far south as Fife, there is 
also good reason to believe that the 'rebel' government was successful in raising revenues 
in the north-east at least. Finance, as Edward well knew, was essential to the waging of 
the war, and although the Guardians were in an equivocal legal position with regard to 
the calling out of the Scottish army, it is clear that, even after the defection of the earl of 
Carrick in 1302, the forces at the command of the 'rebel' leaders were potent enough to 
cause the English much anxiety, so long as a pitched battle was avoided. 'Me capture of 
Stirling castle from the English, followed closely by that of Bothwell, suggests that 
although there was certainly a degree of crisis management in their choice of leaders2 
the Scots were able to rally round the Guardians, whoever they might be, and use their 

undoubtedly limited resources to great effect. 
The patriots, therefore, had cause for a degree of pride in their achievements 

between 1297 and 1304. They had held on to parts of the south-west, and the north-east 
in its entirety -a larger geographical area than the English ever held - throughout that 

period in far more than name only. It is reasonable to suggest, therefore, that the Scottish 

nobility were not nearly as demoralised in 1304 as they had been after the battle of, 
Dunbar in 1296. In addition, the degree of responsibility which Edward gavelhe Scottish 

political community in 1305, again in comparison with 1296, can only have increased 

their confidence. Having proved that they could exercise power in defiance of the English 
king, the Scots now only required a legitimate leader to act as a catalyst for revolt. The 

main obstacle to the success of Robert Bruce was not the English but the Comyn family 

and their allies, who, after all, dominated that very part of Scotland which had so 

effectively resisted the influence of Edward I. If there was any lesson to be learned by the 
English king from his experiences of 1296-1304., it was that Scotland would not remain 

conquered for long. 

2 Although rank was sometimes sufficient qualification to become a Guardian. success was more often the necessary prerequisite. 
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LL APPENDIX A 

,d 
GARRISON GRAPHS 

The following graphs, illustrating fluctuating garrison numbers, were 
constructed from a database containing all evidence for garrison membership 
throughout the period 1296 to 1305 collect6d during the course of my research. The 
results of this database were then transferred onto a spreadsheet, from which the 
graphs were generated. 

It must be stressed, however, that the results produced can only serve as an 
impression of the numbers involved in the castles shown in the graphs. In so many 
cases, the evidence can be regarded as indicative only of those who should have.. been 

present Those parts of the graphs which fluctuate gently over a comparatively small 
time-scale [for example, Graph 11 'are, in fact, the most accurate, since they were 
taken from wages accounts. Little faith should be put in straight lines! Ile dotted 
lines indicate periods for which there is no evidence whatsoever. Finally, graphs have 

been produced only for those garrisons for which there is sufficient information. 

- Graph 1: Caerlaver6ckmen-at-anns 
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Graph 2.1: Lochmaben men-at-anns 

Men-at-arms in Lochmaben Castle: 1299- 13041 
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Graph 2.2: LochmabenfootsoLdiers 

IFootsoldiers in Lochmaben Castle: 172ý9ý9-1304 
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Graph 3.1: Dumfries men-at-arms 
4, 

Men-at-arms in Durnfries castle: 1300-1304 
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Graph 3.2: Dumfricsfootsoldiers 

jFootsolcliers in Dumfries Castle: 1300-1 

330 
300 
270 
240 
21o -- 
180 -- 
150 - 
120 - J 
90 -- 
60 
30 

--- - --- -- ----------- 0- 
C=) (=> C=) - - - C-4 C-4 C14 CN Cý4 CN r, -) PQ 
C) c> (=, c> (-> E 4 C> (=> C> C> C> C> c=) CD C> C:: ) C: ) CD C: ) CýI - cz> C> c) z z 

CN re-) r, -) cx> r- 00 C" c) c: ) r"') Ln rý, C:: > C%. 4 P--) 

00 C=ý C4 C, 4 -,. r U, > co c> --, ---- --., %--, ---- -ý ---, -,, ý 

C-4 C-4 
"%,,, 

C-4 
', ý, 

C14 
`%,, 

- 

C14 CI4 CI4 C14 

V- C-4 C-4 . d- Cýo 00 CýI CN CNI --; I- CID CC) 4=1 C4 CN "gr to 

Date 



413 

Graph 4: Ayr men-at-anns 

IMen-at-arms in Ayr Castle: 1302-1305 
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There were no footsoldiers in the garrison at Ayr during this period. 
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Graph 5.1: Carstairs men-at-arms 
't d 

IMen-at-arms in Carstairs Castle: 1301-13031 
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Graph 5-2: Carstairsfootsoldiers 

Footsoldiers in Carstairs Castle: 1301-13041 
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Graph 6-1: Kirkintilloch men-at-arms 
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Graph 7: Linlithgow men-at-arms 

IMen-at-arms in Unlithgow Castle, 1302] 
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Though there were footsoldiers in the garrison at Linlithgow during this period, they 

remained fairly static and insufficiently interesting for a graph. See page 205 for an 

example of the numbers of footsoldiers usually present at Linlithgow. 
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Graph 8-1: Edinburgh men-at-anns 
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Gmph 8-2: Edinburghfootsoldiers 

iFootso(diem In Edinburgh Castie: 1300-13041 
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Graph 9.1: Roxburgh men-at-arms 
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Graph 9.2: Roxburghfootsoldiers 

lFootsoldiem in Roxburgh Castle: 1298-13031' 
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Graph 10.1: Jedburgh men-at-anns 
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Graph 10.2: Jedburghfootsoldiers 
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Graph 11.1: Berwick men-at-arms 
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Graph 11.2: Berwickfootsoldiers 

Footsoldiers at Berwick: 1298-1 
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