
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://theses.gla.ac.uk/30782/ 

 

 

Theses digitisation: 

https://www.gla.ac.uk/myglasgow/research/enlighten/theses/digitisation/ 

This is a digitised version of the original print thesis. 

 

 

 

Copyright and moral rights for this work are retained by the author  

A copy can be downloaded for personal non-commercial research or study, 

without prior permission or charge  

This work cannot be reproduced or quoted extensively from without first 

obtaining permission in writing from the author  

The content must not be changed in any way or sold commercially in any 

format or medium without the formal permission of the author  

When referring to this work, full bibliographic details including the author, 

title, awarding institution and date of the thesis must be given 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Enlighten: Theses  

https://theses.gla.ac.uk/ 

research-enlighten@glasgow.ac.uk 
 

https://theses.gla.ac.uk/
mailto:research-enlighten@glasgow.ac.uk


T h e  G lasgow  E m an c ip a t io n  S o c ie ty  1 8 3 3 -7 6

A  T h e s is  presented  fo r  the deg ree  of M. L i t t  

At the U n iv e rs ity  of Glasgow  

By R obert L e B a ro n  Bingham 1973

i
I
I



'T k  e 

AO  25*



T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S

C hapter I

Chapter II 

Chapter I II 

Chapter IV  

C hapter V  

Chapter V I  

Chapter V I I

Appendices : 

Appendix I

Appendix II

Appendix I II

Appendix IV  

Appendix V

Introduction P a r t  I

In troduction P a r t  II

Mem bership of the Glasgow  
Em ancipation Socie ty

Th e  Development and Success of the 
Glasgow Em ancipation S o c ie ty

D is c o rd  W ith in  the Glasgow  
Em ancipation Socie ty

The  Decade of the 1840 's  and the 
F r e e  Church C o n tro versy

T h e  F in a l  Y e a rs  of the Glasgow  
Em ancipation Socie ty

Conclusion

S o c ia l ,  P o li t ic a l  and P h ila n th ro p ic  
A c tiv i t ie s  of the Members of The  
Glasgow Em ancipation S o c ie ty

D e legates  Appointed by The  Glasgow  
Em ancipation Soc ie ty  to T h e  W orld  
Anti S la v e ry  Convention in 1840

L is t  of men elected to the G. E .  S .  
committee on 27 A p r i l  1841 at a public  
meeting held in the B a z a a r

Committeemen of the Glasgow  
F re e d m e n 's  Aid Socie ty

P e r io d ic a l  Expend itu res  of the 
Glasgow Em ancipation Soc ie ty

Page

1

18

32

73

120

158

1 96 

232

255

273

274

275  

277



C H A P T E R  I In troduction

The purpose of th is  in troduction is f i r s t  to give the social , 

p o lit ica l and economic setting in which the Glasgow Em ancipation  

S o c ie ty  ex is ted  during  its  active  phase from  1833 to 1853 and 

second, to give a b r ie f  outline of its  h is to ry . Th e  p h y s ic a l,  

social and moral c lim ate of the p e r io d  help to exp la in  the 

ex is tence  and a c t iv it ie s  of the S o c ie ty  and converse ly  the  

a c t iv it ie s  of the S o c ie ty  form p a r t  of the m any-s ided p ic tu re  of 

the development of Glasgow in th is  vita l per iod . T h e  Glasgow  

Em ancipation Soc ie ty  was of m ajor importance in the B r i t is h  

a n t is la v e ry  movement a f te r  1833.^ T h is  movement was s im ila r  

to many o ther re fo rm  and ph ilan th ro p ic  movements which swept 
over  B r i ta in  during th is  p er io d . T h e re fo r e  by understanding the 

nature  of the society which produced such a movement on the local 

sca le  it  is possib le  to have a m ore complete comprehension of the 

natu re  of the movement on the national sca le . T h is  in turn leads  

to a c le a r e r  understanding of Glasgow sp e c if ic a l ly  and B r i ta in  in 

general during the mid nineteenth century .

In 1833 Glasgow contained just under a tenth of the popu­

lation of Scotland . Though urban growth had been ra p id ,  

esp ec ia lly  in the Glasgow a r e a ,  Scotland was s til l  b as ica lly  an 

a g r ic u ltu ra l  country . The  city was unique in Scotland when 

compared to o ther  towns in that it was by a s izeab le  margin the 

la rgest and had by fa r  the heaviest concentration of industry and 

commerce. In d u s tr ia l iza t io n  and rap id  commercial development in 

Scotland had o r ig in a ted  in the Glasgow region and economically

1 C. Duncan R ic e ,  nThe S cott ish  F a c to r  In The F ig h t
Against A m erican  S la v e ry  1 8 3 0 -1 8 7 0 . ,, (P h .D .  T h e s is ,  
U n iv e rs ity  of Edinburgh t 1969) p. 44.
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the c ity  led the res t  of the country. Th is  economic importance

was based upon the cotton industry  which dominated Glasgow in

much the same way as Glasgow dominated Scotland.

The  cotton trade  and its  b ranches-sp inn ing  weaving and

dyeing -  was the economic corners tone  of the W est of Scotland.

In 1834 th ere  w e re  137 cotton m ills  in the en t ire  country and

except fo r  a few  in Aberdeen and o n e  n ea r  P e r th  they w e re  all

s ituated in and around Glasgow and all of them w e re  connected

with the Glasgow trade. In 1832 there  w e re  £ 4 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  worth

of cotton goodsmanufactured in B r i ta in ,  £ 6 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  worth  o r  15%

of which was manufactured in Glasgow. By 1838 the number of

handlooms in the West of Scotland used fo r  cotton w eav in g  was

over 3 7 ,0 0 0 .  In 1850 there  w e re  149 cotton m ills  in the Glasgow

area  and between them they had 1 ,4 1 0 ,0 5 4  spindles, 21 ,575  power
2

looms and employed 31 ,710  people. Hand in hand with technical 

and commercial development there  o ccu rred  a rap id  growth in 

the c i ty 's  population which rose from 7 7 ,3 8 5  in 1801 to 2 0 2 ,4 2 6  

in 1831 and to 347,001 by 1851. Thus it is evident that the trade  

and m anufacture of cotton te x t i le s ,  mostly fo r  fore ign  m arke ts ,
3

was of paramount importance to the c ity . Not su rp r is in g ly  those 

who w e re  the lead ers  in this t rad e  w e re  among the most important 

and w ea lth ies t men in the c ity . Cotton merchants such as James 

O sw ald , John Dennistoun, A lexa n d er  Johnston and W il l iam  M il ls  

w e re  not only men of great w ealth  and economically v e ry  powerful

2 B r i t is h  Association fo r  the Advancement of S c ie n c e , L o c a l
In d u str ies  of Glasgow and the West of Scotland (Glasgow  
1901) p. 176.
Bennets Glasgow Magazine 1 8 3 2 -3  (Glasgow 1833 2 v o l s . )
I ,  165.

3 John S in c la i r ,  A na lys is  of the S ta t is t ica l  Account of 
Scotland (Edinburgh 1831 2 v o l s . ) 1, 333.
James Hooper Dawson, An Abridged S ta t is t ica l  H is to ry  of 
Scot I and (Edinburgh 1853) p. 674
Jam es C le land , Enum eration of The  Inhabitants of The City  
of Glasgow and County O f L a n a rk  F o r  The  Government 
Census o f  M. D C C C . X X X I  (Glasgow 1 832) p. 206
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but w e re  p o l i t ic a l ly  important. W h ile  those connected with the

cotton industry w e re  by no means the only influential men in

society they did make up a s izeab le  portion  of the community's

leadersh ip . F o r  instance between the y ea rs  1832 and 1846 no

less than sixteen of the c ity 's  f i f ty -o n e  m ajor p o lit ica l leaders

w e re  e i th e r  cotton merchants o r  m anufacturers . O f the sixteen

tw elve w e re  W h ig s , the dominant po lit ica l faction in Glasgow
4during the period .

G lasgow , as the commercial and industr ia l cen tre  of 

S cotland , was not l im ited how ever to cotton alone. Iron w orks  

w e re  also of m ajor importance. In the y e a rs  between 1830 and 

1849 the number of b last furnaces around Glasgow grew  from  

sixteen producing 4 0 ,0 0 0  tons p e r  ye a r  to seventy-n ine  producing
4 7 5 ,0 0 0  tons p e r  y e a r .  In ten y e a rs  this production was nearly  

doubled and by 1865 the total production of iro n  had reached  

1 ,1 6 4 ,0 0 0  tons p e r  y e a r .  It is t ru e  that the m ajor w orks  w ere  

outside of the c ity  concentrated in the v ic in ity  of W ishaw , A i r d r ie  

and C oatbridge but Glasgow was the d is tr ib u tin g  cen tre  and some of 

the ir  g reat iro n m aste rs  played a considerab le  p a r t  in its public  

l ife . F u r t h e r ,  Glasgow also had its d is t i l le r ie s ,  b re w e r ie s ,  

chemical w o rk s ,  ta n n e r ie s ,  dye w o rk s ,  b leach fie ld s , paper  

m anufacturies and sh ipyards . Juxtaposed with the growth of 

these industr ies  th ere  was also a rap id  development in the f ie ld  

of engineering. T o  all this must be added the commercial and 

trading re la t io n s  which the c ity  had w ith ev e ry  p a r t  of the globe.

4 David  T e v io td a le ,  "Glasgow P a r i  iam entary Constituency
1832 -46"  (B . L i t t .  T h e s is ,  U n iv e rs ity  of G lasgow , 1963) 
p. 63. The m ajor po lit ica l le a d e rs  include not only the 
L o rd  P ro v o s ts  and M P 's  but also B a il ie s  and Town  
C o unc illo rs  who through th e ir  w ea lth ,  in fluence, social 
and personal t ies  dominated the po lit ica l development of 
the c ity  during  this period .
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T h e  im portance of this t rad e  can be determ ined by pointing to 

i ts  sharp in crease  between 1830 and 1860. In 1830 75 fo re ign  

ships (8571 gross tonnage) a r r iv e d  in the H a rb o u r  o f Glasgow. 

T h is  had r is e n  to 203 ships (3 5 ,4 5 2  gross tonnage) in 1840 and 

to 470 ships (1 0 8 ,4 1 0  gross tonnage) in 1850. By 1860 533  

fo re ign  ships (1 2 0 ,3 0 5  gross tonnage) w ere  coming in annually.

In the same ye a rs  the gross revenue of the H a rb o u r  increased  

from £ 2 0 ,2 9 6  in 1830 to £ 4 6 ,5 3 6  in 1840, £ 6 4 ,2 4 3  in 1850 and 

£ 9 7 ,9 8 3  in 1860. T h is  trade  was to all p a rts  o f the w orld  but 
most im portantly  with N o rth  A m erica  and the W est Ind ies , and 

the East India trade  to Ind ia , M alaya and China. ^

Some of the leading m erchants in town such as W a lte r  

Buchanan, John Dennistoun and A lexa n d er  Johnston had branch  

offices all ove r  the w o r ld  and most of the o ther m erchants and 

m anufacturers  depended upon fo re ign  m arkets  r a th e r  than m erely  

domestic ones. Th e  tremendous increase  in the m anufacture of 

cotton fo r  fo re ign  consumption and the re s u lt in g  expansion of 
other industr ies  was the root cause of this in c rease  of t rad e  and

5 D aw so n , An A bridged S ta t is t ic a l  H is to ry  of Scotland  
pp. 667 -7 0 .  T e v io td a le ,  "G lasgow P a r l ia m e n ta ry  
Constituency" p. 69.
B r i t is h  A ssocia tion  fo r  the Advancement of S c ie n c e ,
Local Industr ies  of Glasgow and the W est of Scotland  
p. 287
David B re m n e r ,  Th e  Industr ies  of S co tlan d , T h e ir  R is e , 
P ro g re s s  and P re s e n t  Condition (Edinburgh 1869) 
p p .33 , 35.
S in c la i r ,  A n a lys is  of the S ta t is t ic a l  Account of Scotland  
I ,  320 T a b le  I I .  S ee  also pp. 349 -5 3 .
The Account O f Th e  T ru s te e s  of R iv e r  C lyde F rom  1st 
Ju ly , 1850 to 30th June, 1851 (Glasgow 1851) p. 23.
The Accounts O f T h e  T ru s te e s  of the C lyde Navigation  
F ro m  1st J u ly ,  18^9 to 30th June, 1860 (Glasgow I8 6 0 )  
p. 32.
Both Accounts a re  located in the M itchell L i b r a r y ,  Glasgow. 
Customs Duties also rose rap id ly  but because of changes in 
the t a r i f f ,  esp ec ia lly  in 1846, they a r e  less  r e l ia b le  fo r  
estimating the T ra d e .  N e v e r th e le s s  the changes a re  
im pressive. In 1830 £ 5 9 ,0 3 1  was collected and by 1850 
this had grown to £ 6 4 0 ,5 6 8 .
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Q
regional p ro s p e r ity .  It is not s u rp r is in g  th e re fo re  that these  

men took a l ive ly  in te re s t  in w o r ld  events. T h e ir  business  

depended upon the w o r ld  situation and they w e r e ,  above all 

else in terested  in business. E v e ry th in g  e ls e ,  re l ig io n ,  p o lit ics  

o r ph ilan th rop ic  causes took second p lace to commerce. M o re ­

o v e r ,  the ir  commercial philosophy was rooted deeply in Adam 

Sm ith 's  theory of la is s e z - fa i r e .  They w e re  opposed to 

governmental in te r fe re n c e  of any kind w here business was 

concerned. These  men w e re  highly com petitive in outlook and 

it was scarce ly  possib le  to be a successful m anufacturer o r  

merchant without possessing a g reat deal of in it ia t iv e  and a 

constant w illingness to use o r  adopt new methods. The  w orld  

of this in d u s tr ia l iza tio n  and commercial expansion was raw  and

crude in which no q u a r te r  was given to the weak who w e re  only
7haltingly protected by governmental leg is la tion .

Society in G lasgow in the th ree  decades p r io r  to 1860 

was composed gen era lly  of th ree  broad groups with various  

gradations within each stratum . These groups w ere  the wealthy  

commercial e l i te  o r  "b u rg h er g e n try " ,  the middle income 

entrepreneurs  and the great mass of the labouring poor. Because

6 S in c la i r ,  A n a ly s is  of the S ta t is t ica l  Account of Scotland  
I ,  352.

7 T e v io td a le ,  "G lasgow  P a r i  iam entary Constituency" p. 90. 
James C leland in works like  Th e  R ise  and p ro g ress  of 
The C ity  of G lasgow (Glasgow 1816) and the Glasgow  
Account, which he helped compile in the New S ta t is t ic a l 
Account of S c o tlan d , L a n a rk s h ire  (Edinburgh 1841)
and Andrew  U r e  in his book Th e  Philosophy of 
M anufacturers  o r  An Exposition of the S c ie n t i f ic ,  Moral 
and Commercial Economy of the F a c to ry  System of G re a t  
B rita in  (London 1835) w e re  both propagandists fo r  this  
idea that commercial success depended upon personal 
effort and a b i l i ty  and the need fo r  improvement and inno­
vation. S ee  N . S .  A . Ib id ,  pp. 101-241 and U r e  Ibid Ch. I 
passim.
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of the constant in crease  in the demand fo r  labour resu lt ing  from the

rap id ly  expanding industry  and commerce of the a rea  the labouring

element made up by f a r  the la rg e s t  segment of the population of the

c ity . A f te r  the Reform  B il l  of 1832 th ere  w e re  only approxim ately

7 ,0 0 0  e le c to rs  in G lasgow , most o f whom w e re  small sca le  merchants

such as shopkeepers, b o o kse lle rs  o r  c lo th ie rs ,  etc. The  A b strac t  of

the Census of 1831 l is ts  the number of c a p ita l is ts ,  ban kers , p r o -
0

fessional and educated men at 2 ,7 2 3  and i f  we exclude the

professional and educated men the number of cap ita l is ts  and bankers

(often the same) was much s m a lle r .  T h is  was the gentry often

r e fe r r e d  to as the n B u rg h e r  A r is to c r a c y ” .
Th e  " B u rg h e r  A r is to c ra c y "  was composed of men of great

wealth and high social position obtained through severa l generations

of po lit ica l ru le .  Num bering  only about two o r  th ree  hundred it was
small enough to be homogeneous in social and fam ily  re la t ions

though occasionally  w il l in g  to accept an outs ider. These men
w ere  educated, c u ltu re d ,  openminded and as a ru le  belonged to the

Estab lished  Church putting a social ban on all D isse n te rs
g

(Episcopalians excepted). T h is  ban was eased a f te r  the 

D isruption  of 1843 because a la rg e  portion  of this group tra n s ­

fe r re d  th e ir  a lleg iance  from  the E s tab lished  Church and joined  

the F r e e  C h u rc h , taking a g rea t  deal of wealth and social p res t ige  

with them in the p rocess .

8 A b s trac t  of the Population  R eturns  of G reat B r i ta in  1831 
pp. 1833 (149) xxxvi -  x xx v ii i  p. 1001. F o r  a fu r th e r  b re a k -  
down of the occupations of the population o f the city see
Cl el and , Enum eration  of The  Inhabitants of The  C ity  Of 
Glasgow p. 214
The Glasgow V o te rs  Manual being A  L is t  O f All Those  
E n tit led  to V o te  fo r  members fo r  the F i r s t  Reformed  
P a rl ia m e n t W ith in  T h e  B oundaries  O f the Borough, As  
Defined By The  R eform  Act (Glasgow 1832)

9 John O swald  M itc h e l l ,  O ld  Glasgow Essays (Glasgow  
1905) pp. 1 6 2 -3 .
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o f the constant in crease  in the demand fo r  labour resu lt ing  from  

the ra p id ly  expanding industry and commerce of the a re a  the 

labouring element made up by fa r  the la rg es t  segment of the 

population of the c ity . A f te r  the Reform  B ill  of 1832 there  w ere  

only approxim ate ly  7 ,0 0 0  e lec to rs  in G lasgow , most of whom 

w e re  small sca le  m erchants such as shopkeepers , bookselle rs  

o r  c lo th ie rs  etc. The  A b strac t  of the Census of 1831 lis ts  the 

number of c a p ita l is ts ,  b an kers , professional and educated men
0

at 2 ,7 2 3  and if  we exclude the profess iona l and educated men 

the number of cap ita lis ts  and bankers  (often the same) was much 

sm alle r .  T h is  was the gentry often r e fe r r e d  to as the "B u rg h er  

A r i  s tocracy" .

The "B u rg h e r  A r is to c ra c y "  was composed of men of great

wealth and high social position obtained through severa l generations
of po lit ica l ru le .  Numbering only about two o r  th ree  hundred it was

small enough to be homogeneous in social and fam ily  re la t io n s
though occasionally  w il l in g  to accept an o u ts ider .  These men

w e re  educated, c u ltu red , openminded and as a ru le  belonged to

the E s tab lished  Church putting a social ban on all D issen te rs
g

(Episcopalians excepted). T h is  ban was eased a f te r  the 

D isruption  of 1843 because a la rg e  portion  of th is  group t ra n s ­
fe r re d  th e ir  a lleg iance from the E s tab lished  Church and joined  

the F r e e  C h u rch , taking a great deal of wealth and social p res t ig e  

with them in the process.

8 Population  o f G reat B r i ta in  1831 Enum eration  A bstrac t  
(2 vol s. ) 1, 1001. F o r  a fu r th e r  breakdown of the 
occupations of the population of the city see C le land ,  
Enum eration of T h e  Inhabitants of Th e  C ity  Of Glasgow  
p. 214.
The Glasgow V o te rs  Manual being A  L is t  O f All Those  
E n tit le d  to V o te  fo r  m em bers  fo r  the F i r s t  Reformed  
P a rl iam en t W ith in  T h e  B oundaries  O f T h e  Borough, As  
Defined By Th e  Reform  Act (Glasgow 1832).

9 John O sw ald  M itc h e l l ,  O ld Glasgow E ssays  (Glasgow  
1905) pp. 1 6 2 -3 .



A s has been in fe rre d  the wealth  of this class re f lec te d  

the economic situation of Glasgow in that cotton was the most 

important element. H o w ev er ,  th e re  w e re  many o thers  outside of 

the cotton industry who helped to make up this group. Men like  

W ill ia m  D ixon -  iro nm aster ,  John F lem ing  -  East India M erchant , 

Hugh Tennent -  b r e w e r ,  C h ar les  Tennent -  chemical m a n u fa c tu re r , 

A ndrew  Bannatyne -  w r i t e r ,  James E w ing  -  W est Indian Merchant  

and many m o re  w ere  typical of this segment of soc iety . A ccord ing  

to A rch ib a ld  A lis o n , the w idely respected S h e r i f f  of L a n a rk s h ire  

and an acute o b s erver  of the p e r io d ,  this upper crust of society was  

split into d iv is ions and co te r ies  and there  was a strong fee ling  of 

jealousy among the var io u s  elements. T h e  West Indian merchants  

or the "S u g ar  A r is to c ra c y "  as they w e re  c a l le d ,  w h ile  not as 

important economically as the cotton m erchants , w e re  at the top 

of the social scale. T h is  was no doubt because of th e ir  "o ld"  

money as opposed to the re la t iv e ly  "new " money of the cotton  

industry. Next came the Cotton merchants. Th e  ca lico  p r in te rs  

w ere  th ird  and r a r e ly  mixed with the cotton or sugar c lasses.  

F in a l ly ,  came the iron and coal m as te rs ,  in fe r io r  in social 

prestige  but s t il l  possessing much w ealth . As a ru le  these groups  

ra re ly  if  ever  mixed soc ia lly . ^  A ltogether they formed the most 

important po lit ica l element in the c i t y .  B e fo re  the 1832 Reform  

Act they had ru led  without opposition because they w e re  gen era lly  

the only ones able to influence the p o lit ica l  s t ru c tu re  then in 

existence. A f te r  1832 they continued to ru le  because the newly  

enfranchised middle income groups had grown to accept th e ir  

leadership in p o lit ics  much as they had accepted it in commerce.

10 S i r  A rch ib a ld  A l is o n ,  Some M em oirs of My L i fe  and
W rit in g s  (Edinburgh and London 1883 2 vo ls. ) I ,  3 4 4 -5 .
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Throughout this p e r io d  it was men of wealth and h ig h  social 

standing who w e re  time and again re tu rn ed  to P a rl iam en t o r  

elected L o rd  P ro v o s t .  B a s ic a l ly ,  how eve r,  they w e re  business­

men and not p o lit ic ian s  and those that held these o ffices w ere  

usually  motivated by a d e s ire  to promote the in te res ts  of trade  

and industry o r  fo r  the social p res t ig e  of bein g an MP o r  L o rd  

P ro v o s t .   ̂  ̂ These men w ere  used to p rov id ing  the social , 

polit ica l and economic leadersh ip  in the c ity  and w hether they 

ind iv idually  held high po lit ica l o ffice  o r not, they continued to 

control the l i fe  o f the a rea .  It must be said that they did this  

only at the sufferance o f the newly elected members of the middle 

income social b racke t who tended to channel th e ir  e ffo rts  in areas  

of somewhat secondary import to the development of the c ity .

The  less wealthy and newly em erging e n tre p re n e u rs ,  as 

stated , numbered around 7 ,0 0 0 .  These  included the sm alle r  scale  

m erchants , warehousem en, insurance agents , dye rs  etc. P o l i t ic a l ly  

they held the pow er to e lect themselves into leadersh ip  but because  

of the financial insecu rity  of the period  and the amount of time which  

high polit ica l o ff ice  would have taken away from  th e ir  business , few  

held high po lit ica l ambitions. O f course not all th e ir  time was 

spent looking a f te r  th e ir  business in te re s ts .  Many o f  them w ere  

soc ia lly  active  taking leading p arts  in the d iffe ren t philanthropic  

societies  o r  even taking minor po lit ica l posts such as Bail l ie  o r  

Town C o u n c illo r .  Men like  Robert K e t t le ,  a merchant and the 

leader of the S cottish  Tem perance movement, James C ouper,  

insurance b ro k e r  and B a il ie  of P ro v an  in 1850, G eorge Gal l ie ,  

bookseller and s ta tion er and the T r e a s u r e r  of the Scottish  

Tem perance U n io n , and A rch ib a ld  W atson , ya rn  merchant and 

dyer and committeeman of the Glasgow Emancipation Socie ty  w e re

11 T e v io td a le ,  "Glasgow P a r l ia m e n ta ry  Constituency'1 
p. 131
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typical m em bers  of this social s tratum . They w e re  the link  

between the commercial e l ite  and the mass of the working classes.  

C om m erc ia lly  if  not soc ia lly  they w e re  in contact with the upper

classes and owing to the nature  and location of th e ir  businesses
* 12

they w e re  ph y s ic a lly  close to the w o rk e rs .  T h is  intimate and

da ily  exposure to the w retched conditions of the labouring poor is 

no doubt to a la rg e  degree re s p o n s ib le  fo r  the w idespread  

ph ilan th ro p ic  and ch a ritab le  a c t iv ity  that this group took p a rt  in. 

Again th e ir  contact w ith the gentry  was undoubtably one of the 

reasons fo r  th e ir  constant s trugg le  to be successful in business  

with the p o s s ib il i ty  of eventually  being accepted into that status.
T h e  labouring  element in Glasgow of course made up the 

vast m ajo r ity  of the population but p o l i t ic a l ly  and soc ia lly  they 

w e re  impotent. T h e  Reform  B il l  and the Municipal Reform  Act 
had given the fra n ch ise  to those occupying a p rem ise  w ith a valued  

rent of £ 1 0  o r  more p e r  y e a r .  T h is  excluded almost all the
1 3w ork ing  c lasses who occupied much less expensive dwellings.

It should be noted that w h ile  the physical environment and 

condition of the w ork ing  element was in general v e ry  p o o r,  there  

w ere  gradations to these conditions as some w o rk e rs  w ere  

re la t iv e ly  b e tte r  o ff than o thers . F o r  instance the F a c to ry  Report  

found conditions among the cotton spinners  b e tte r  than those among

12 Because of the conditions of the inner urban a re a  this middle  
income element g radua lly  moved th e ir  homes to the surroun d­
ing suburbs from  whence they commut ed to the commercial 
a rea  of the c ity  and th e ir  businesses which w e re  often  
bordering  on the slums. S e e  John R. K e l le t ,  " P ro p e r ty  
S p ecu la to rs  and the B u ild ing  o f G lasgow ", Scottish Journal 
of P o li t ic a l  Econom y, v o l . 8  (1 961 ) ,  2 3 0 -2

13 T h e  Glasgow V o te rs  Manual o f 1832 l is ts  the name and 
occupation of all the new ly  enfranch ised vo ters  a f te r  the 
1832 Reform  B i l l .  Those e l ig ib le  w e re  almost exc lus ive ly  
of the middling and upper c lasses who occupied dwellings  
of o v e r  £1 0 p e r  y e a r .  In fact something l ike  s ix  sevenths  
of the houses had annual ren ts  of less than £ 5  which is 
ind icative  of the economic gap separating  these two seg­
ments of the society. S e e  K e l le t ,  Ib id ,  p. 230
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the p o o rly  paid handloom w eavers .  In g e n e ra l,  how ever, the 

lives of the more 11 resp e c tab le” poor w ere  a lways verg ing  o r  

tending toward slipping into the ugly morass which engulfed so 

many of G lasgow ’ s w ork ing  element. ^  In fact the physical 

environment of the m ore poorly  paid lab o u re rs  was at best 

in san ita ry  and at w o rs t  dep lo rab le  as evidenced by a re p o rt  in 

1840 by R obert Cowan M .D .  He s ta tes , "T h e  s tree ts  o r  ra th e r  

the lanes and a l le ys  in which the poor l ive  a r e  f i l th y  beyond 

m easure; exc re m e n tit io u s  m atter and f i l th  of eve ry  descrip tion  

is a llowed to lay upon the lanes o r  if  co llected it rem ains  

accumulating fo r  months until the lan d lo rd , whose p ro p e rty  it is ,  

is p leased to remove it .  The  houses a re  ru inous, ill constructed
1 g

and to an in c re d ib le  extent destitu te  of fu rn itu re .  " J. C. Symon
describes  some of the cheap lodging-houses the poor lived in. "In
the lo w e r  lodging-houses ten , tw elve  and sometimes twenty persons

of both sexes and all ages sleep prom iscuously on the f lo o r  in
d iffe ren t degrees  of nakedness. Those places a re  gen era lly  as

re g a rd s  d i r t ,  damp and decay such as no person of common humanity
1 7to animals would stab le a horse in. " These  conditions w e re  due

14 F a c to ry  In qu iry  Commission, Minutes of E v id e n c e , P . P .
1 833 (450) x x ,  pp. 69 -10 4 .

15 L au ra n c e  James Saunders  in his book S cottish  Dem ocracy  
1 8 1 5 -1 8 4 0 ,  Th e  Socia l And In te llectua l Background  
(Edinburgh 1950) d iscusses this constant s truggle  of the 
labouring element in the urban s ituation . S ee  pp. 106 -10  
192 -207 .

1 6 R obert Cowan M. D. , V ita l  S ta t is t ic s  of Glasgow i l lu s tra t in g
the S a n ita ry  Conditions of the Population (read  before  the
S ta t is t ic a l  Section  of the B r i t is h  Association  21 Septem ber  
1840) p. 34.

17. J. C. Symon quoted in A ssis tan t Hand Loom W eavers
Comm issioner R e p o r t , P . P . 1839 -40  (159) X L I I ,  p. 51 
A  v ery  readab le  discussion of Scottish  urban l i fe  during this  
period  is to be found in V ic to r ia n  Studies vol. 11 (1 96 7 -8 )  
entitled  "T h e  S co tt ish  V ic to r ia n  C ity"  p . 3 2 9 -5 8  by G eoffrey  
Best. B e s t 's  intention is to ra is e  questions and as he h im self  
seems to imply it should not be taken as an au th o r ita t ive  study 
but as an attempt to assess the problem s involved in this  
h is to r ica l  a rea .  N e v e r th e le s s  it is a stim ulating essay which  
seeks to c re a te  a context fo r  the discussion of Scottish  urban  
h is to ry  in the nineteenth cen tury .



to a m yriad  of s o c ia l ,  po lit ica l and economic fac to rs . P ro b ab ly

the most important of these was the enormous social upheaval and

alienation  caused by the industria l revo lu t io n , the economic and

legal d i f f ic u lt ie s  of dealing with la rg e  sca le  and urgent building

developm ents, the problem of coping with mass im igration  from  the

Highlands and I re la n d ,  the neg lect of the municipal au thorit ies
1 8and the low wages rece ived  by the w o rk e rs .  H ow ever poor as 

the environmental conditions w e re  they w e re  probably an im prove­

ment on the Highland ru ra l  situation from  w here many of this group  

had em igrated because of the c le a ra n c e s  and in o rd e r  to f ind jobs  

and an improved standard of l iv ing . Many I r is h  had immigrated to the 

W est of Scotland even before  the g rea t  famine of the 1840's to 

escape the w retched conditions th e re  and to find employment in the 

expanding cotton industry. The  population of Glasgow had risen  

at an astounding ra te  between 1791 and 1831. In the in terven ing  fo rty  

y ea rs  it had grown from 6 6 ,5 7 8  to 2 0 2 ,4 2 6 .  Th is  is in s ta r t l in g  con­
tra s t  to the previous th i r ty -s ix  y e a rs  when the population had

increased by only about 4 3 ,0 0 0 .  W ages, w hile  b e tte r  than ru ra l
1 9a r e a s ,  w e re  still  v e ry  low. F req u en t epidemics of v iru le n t  

diseases and p e r io d ic  unemployment caused by commercial de­

press ion could add to th e ir  d is tre s s  and in secu rity .  A ll of these  

fac to rs  combined to make the s ituation  of the labouring poor in

18 K e l le t t ,  " P ro p e rty  S p ecu la to rs  and the Build ing of Glasgow"  
pp. 211 -3 2 .
James E .  H and ley , Th e  I r is h  in Modern Scotland (C o rk  
U n iv e rs ity  P re s s  1 947) pp. 3 2 - 7 ,  145 , 149 -52 .

19 T h e  s ta tis tica l increase  in the population of Glasgow is given  
in Cl e land's  Enum eration o f the Inhabitants of the C ity  of 
Glasgow pp. 2 0 6 -7 .  Accord ing  to Cleland th e re  w ere  
3 5 ,5 5 4  Irishm en in the c ity  in 1831. See  Ib id , p. 211.
A  good account of the conditions of the I r is h  immigrants  
to the Glasgow a re a  before  the Fam ine and indeed of the 
w orking  element in general is given in James E .  H and ley ,
T h e  I r is h  in Scotland 1789 -1845  (C o rk  U n iv e rs ity  P re s s  
1 943) pp. 9 7 -1 1 8 ,  157 -2 65 . D. F .  M acdonald 's book Sco tland 's  
Sh ift ing  Population 1 7 7 0 -1 8 5 0 (Glasgow 1937) gives an ex ­
cellent descrip tion  of the d if f ic u lt ie s  a r is in g  from mass em i­
gration  in the urban s ituation . See  esp ec ia lly  pp. 20 , 3 4 -4 5 ,  
60 , 64 , 7 7 -8 4 ,  Ch. I l l  pass im . S ee  also W. H. M a r w ic k , 
Economic Developments in V ic to r ia n  Scotland (London 1936) 

__________ d p . 1 31 -4 .  ~



20Glasgow amongst the w o rs t  in nineteenth century  B r i ta in .

When con s id ering  the problem s which could a r is e  loca lly

in a period  of rap id  industria l and commercial development the

question  could be asked why should  so much energy be poured

into an emancipation society to a l le v ia te  the conditions of the

negro slave ra th e r  than offsetting the d is tre s s  on the local sca le?

In the f i r s t  p lace  there  was some attem pt, at least as fa r  as

c h a r ita b le  and p o lit ica l a c t iv ity  was concerned. Throughout

B r i ta in  th e re  w ere  l i t e r a l ly  thousands of s o c ie t ie s ,  o rgan iza t ions

and associations composed of the m id d le  and upper c lasses that

attempted to effect some remedy. They existed  it would seem
fo r  the a l le v ia t io n  o f e v e ry  conceivable form of d is tre s s  ranging

from T h e  S o c ie ty  fo r  Improving the Conditions of th e  L ab ouring
21P o or to the Soc ie ty  fo r  Recla im ing P ro s t i tu te s .  It was the 

golden age of p h ila n th ro p ic  ac t iv ity  and the societies  with th e ir  

countless a u x i l ia r ie s  sprang up in eve ry  p a r t  of the country. 
Between 1796 and 1834 Glasgow had its sh are  of such soc ie ties  

with at least s ix ty - fo u r  re l ig io u s  and ch a ritab le  institu tions

20 W il l ia m  F e rg u s o n , Scotland 1689 to the P re s e n t  (Edinburgh  
1969) p. 300.
S au n d ers , S co tt ish  Dem ocracy pp. 176 -91 .
Thomas F e rg u s o n ,  Th e  Dawn of Scott ish  Socia l W e lfa re  : 
a survey  from  medieval times to 1863 (London 1948) Ch. V  
p as s im , see esp ec ia lly  pp. 118 -3 7 .
James P a g an , Sketches of the H is to ry  of Glasgow (Glasgow  
1847) pp. 104 -5 .

21 F o rd  K. B ro w n , F a th e rs  of the V ic to r ia n s ,  The  Age of 
W ilb e r fo rc e  (Cam bridge 1961) Ch. 9 passim . T h is  chapter  
discusses and l is ts  the in c re d ib ly  w ide v a r ie ty  of ph ila n th ro p ic ,  
c h a ritab le  and re l ig io u s  o rg an iza t io n s  which existed  in B r i ta in  
during the la t te r  p a rt  of the eighteenth and f i r s t  ha lf  of the 
nineteenth cen tu r ies . Some of the more unusual groups lis ted  
include "T h e  L ad ies  A ssocia tion  fo r  the Benefit  of G en tle ­
women of Good F a m ily  Reduced in F o r tu n e  Below the S ta te
of Comfort to W hich they Have Been Accustom ed", "The  
National T ru s s  S o c ie ty  fo r  the R e l ie f  O f Th e  Ruptured  
P o o r"  and "T h e  S o c ie ty  fo r  R e turn ing  Young Women to th e ir  
F r ie n d s  in the C ountry".
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22exc lus ive  of the Glasgow Em ancipation S o c ie ty . In 1834 alone

subscrip tions  to t h i r t y - th r e e  benevolent and c h a ritab le  soc ie ties

amounted to o v e r  £ 3 0 ,0 0 0  and another £ 1 7 ,2 8 1  was ra ised  fo r

r e l ie f  of paupers . G e n e ra l ly ,  up to 1850, about £ 5 0 ,0 0 0  was
23ra is e d  annually  fo r  a w ide v a r ie ty  of ph ilan th ro p ic  causes.

T hese  e f fo r ts  w e re  o rgan ized  and supported by genuinely w e l l -

meaning people who ea rn e s t ly  wished to do something fo r  the
24conditions of the w ork ing  classes.

T h e  mid nineteenth century was a period  in which the 

doctr ine  of l a is s e z - fa i r e  was held to be almost sacred. Bentham,

22 James Cl el and, S ta t is t ica l  F a c ts  D e s c r ip t iv e  o f the F o rm e r  
and P re s e n t  S ta te  of Glasgow (Glasgow 1837) p. 10

23 Daw son, A b ridged  S ta t is t ica l  H is to ry  of Scotland p. 666  
N. S . A . L a n a r k s h ir e  pp. 185 -6 .

24 I l lu s t r a t iv e  of th is  concern fo r  the condition of the condition  
of the poor and hum anitarian program m es in general was the 
c a re e r  of the g reat pub lisher W ill iam  C o ll ins . Both C o ll ins  
and h is  son W il l ia m  C o llins  II v igorous ly  supported  the 
temperance movement and w e re  concerned with the squalid  
l iv ing  conditions of the working c lasses. S ee  David  K e i r ,
T h e  House of C o ll in s .  The S to ry  of a Scottish  F a m ily  of  
P u b lis h e rs  from  1789 to the P re s e n t  Day (London 1952) pp. 5 4 ,  
1 5 4 -9 * .  Another well known merchant and m a n u fa c tu re r , 
Kirkm an F in la y ,  a lso  took an in te re s t  in social re fo rm  most 
notably in the f ie ld  of education. See  H and ley , T h e  I r is h  in 
Scotland pp. 2 6 0 -1 .  E van g e lica ls  such as Revs. D r .
Stevenson M acgill and Thomas Chalm ers did yeoman w o rk
in the f ie ld  of social and hum anitarian  re form  d ire c t ly  a f fe c t ­
ing the conditions in which the w ork ing  man existed  and 
which w e re  to have a s ignificant effect on fu tu re  
innovations in this w ork. S e e  S te w a r t  M echie , Th e  Church  
and S cottish  Socia l Development 1780-1870  (London 1 960) 
pp. 4 0 - 6  and J. W. N e s b it ,  "Thomas C ha lm ers  And T h e  
Economic O r d e r " , Scottish Journal of P o li t ic a l  Economy 
vol. 1,1 (1964) 1 5 1 -7 .  F o r  C halm ers  stand on the condition  
and fu tu re  of the w orking classes see Ibid pp. 154 -7 .
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Mai thus and R ic a rd o ,  the leading economic and social guides of

the e r a ,  w h ile  not w ish ing fo r  the poor to be kept in th e ir  m iserab le

s ta te , w e re  not at all op tim is tic  about th e ir  capability  of ach iev ing

a b e t te r  lo t. Any improvement in th e ir  condition they fe lt  must be

through s e lf -h e lp  w h ile  at the same time a llow ing economic p ro g res s

to take its  course  un fe tte red  by governmental in te r fe re n c e  o r  
25re s tr ic t io n s .  U n d er  this p re v a il in g  b e l ie f  it is not at all s u r -

26p r is in g  that the w ork in g  classes could be v e ry  badly off indeed.

Consequently the Glasgow w o rk e rs  during  pe r io d s  of economic

depression w e re  the f i r s t  and hardest hit and, until the 1845

Scottish P o o r  L a w  Amendment A c t ,  had to re ly  on the gen era lly

inadequate vo lun tary  poor r e l ie f  of the E s tab lished  Church and
27also the P o o r  R e l ie f  fund ra ised  by assessment Fn Glasgow.

In the end th e re  was some attempt to improve the lot of the labouring  

man but the economic b e lie f  of the day , supported by general popular  

opinion opposed any extens ive o r  revo lu t io n ary  steps to change th e ir  

standard of l iv ing .

25 J. R. P o y n te r ,  S o c ie ty  and P auperism  (London 1969) p p .x v ,  
xvi. S i r  John S in c la i r  the s ta t is t ic ia n  was a f irm  b e l ie v e r  in 
Mai thus and many of his conclusions a re  based on M althusian  
doc tr ines . F o r  an example of this see his A nalys is  of the 
S ta t is t ic a l  Account of Scotland I I ,  Appendix I I ,  3 7 -8 .  S ee  
also A lexa n d er  L le w e l ly n ,  The Decade of R e fo rm , The
1830*5 (Devon 1972) pp. 7 -8 .

26 F o r  a r a th e r  pes s im is t ic  v iew  of the overa ll  condition of the 
w ork in g  c lasses  see T .  R. G o u rv ish , "T h e  Cost of L iv in g  in 
Glasgow in the e a r ly  N ineteenth  C en tu ry"  Economic H is to ry  
Review  v o l . 25 (1972) 6 5 -8 0 .

27 F o r  a good contem porary discussion of the situation of the 
S cottish  poor in re la t io n  to the poor in the re s t  of B r i ta in  
and the com parative  ineffec tiveness of the Scottish  P o o r  L aw  
see W. P .  A l is o n ,  O b servations  on T h e  Management of The  
P o o r  In Scotland  (Edinburgh and London 1840) passim^
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P o l i t ic a l ly  during the 1830, s ,  40*s and 50>s Glasgow was in

a s ta te  of fundamental change. Th e  " B u rg h e r  A r is to c ra c y "  which

had con tro lled  p o lit ic s  up to the Reform  Act rem ained p re tty  much

in control though th e ir  power was to g radu a lly  slip from them. Th is

was caused by social and economic developments ra th e r  than change

in the po lit ica l lead ersh ip . The Reform  B il l  had given the franch ise
and consequently the e le c t iv e  p o w e r  to the m id d le -c lasses  though

they p r e f e r r e d ,  at least fo r  a w h ile ,  to keep the old dominant group

in positions of p ow er. P o li t ic a l  p a r ty  d istinctions in Glasgow w e re  in

general b lu r re d  by common economic in te res ts .

The  po lit ica l lead ers  tended in re a l i ty  to be v e ry  much a like
28being divided into l ib e ra l  T o r ie s  and con servative  W higs. It

was said of John D ennistoun, one of the notable p o lit ica l leaders

of the day , " In  p o lit ic s  John Dennistoun w as, l ike  his fa th e r  and
his b ro th e r ,  a keen L ib e r a l ,  according to the L ib e ra l is m  of the

day, w hich , h o w eve r,  was ra th e r  W higg ish , and hard ly  kept pace
29with the p ro g re s s iv e  L ib e ra l is m  of the c ity  . . . "  P o li t ic a l

re fo rm  to these lead ers  was ch ie fly  the means of achieving the

removal of re s t r ic t io n s  on trade . T h e ir  moderation can be fu r th e r

i l lu s tra te d  by the fact that between 1832 and 1847 no Glasgow MP

was a R ad ica l.  A ll w e re  opposed to Household S u f f f ' l ^ C  and the

B a llo t w hile  none showed any in te res t  in changing the prov is ions

of the 1832 Reform  Act. The  W hig and T o ry  a r is to c ra c y  w ere

united in th e ir  d e s ire  to re ta in  p o lit ica l pow er. Th is  necessitated

the securing of the lo y a l ty  and respect of the m idd le -c lasses  which
30in turn demanded a safe policy of moderation.

28 T e v io td a le ,  "Glasgow P a r i ia m e n ta ry  C onstituency",  
Ch. 3 , 7 passim .

29 Memoirs and P o r t r a i t s  of One Hundred Glasgow Men 
(Glasgow 1886 2 vol s. ) 1, 102.

30 T e v io td a le ,  "Glasgow P a r i  iam entary  Consti tuency" , 
p. 141
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T h e  1830 's  and 40 's  w e re  yea rs  of vast and continuous

so c ia l ,  po lit ica l  and economic change. N ow here is th is  so c le a r ly

re f lec ted  as in the change taking p lace in the re l ig io u s  thought
31and fee ling  of the day. It was a period  that saw the Estab lished  

Church come under strong attack by many D issenting churches,  

p rin c ip a lly  the R e l ie f  and the U n ited  Secession C h urches , fo r  its  

connection w ith the S ta te . Many D issenting  m in is ters  based th e ir  

attacks on the Church of Scotland  on the p r in c ip le  of "V o lu n ta ry is m " ,  

the b e l ie f  that re l ig io n  was a personal m atter and that the churches  

should be b u i l t ,  supported and the m in is te rs  sustained by voluntary  

contributions from  the p a r is h io n e rs .  W ith in  the ranks  of the  

E stab lished  Church the E v a n g e lic a ls  w ere  clam ouring against 

the S ta te 's  in te r fe re n c e  in th e ir  a f fa irs .  Th e  "V e to"  Act and the 

"C hapel"  Act of 1834 w e re  essen tia lly  m easures  employed by The  

evangelical group w ith in  the K i r k  in o rd e r  to p u rify  o r  modify the 

C h urch 's  re la t io n  w ith  the S ta te .  Th e  E v a n g e lic a ls ,  led by the 

g reat Thomas C h a lm e rs ,  w e re  attempting to make the Estab lished  

Church more e ffic ien t and e f fe c tive  in coping with the social 

changes and p re s s u re s  of the day, without n ec essarily  

re linqu ish ing  the m onetary support of the S ta te . How ever the 

A u c h te r a r d e r , Lethendy and S tra thbog ie  cases ra ised  in th e ir  

minds the spectre  of E ra s t ia n is m  to which they w ere  d ia m e tr ic a l ly  

opposed. T h e  zeal with which these men attempted to effect re fo rm s  

w ith in  the Church quite n a tu ra l ly  led to d isagreem ents with the more

31 F o r  a concise but v e ry  good descrip tion  of the changes 
o cc u rr in g  during  this p e r io d  and th e ir  re la t io n  to 
ecc les ias tica l a f fa i r s  see F e rg u so n , Scotland 1689 to the 
P re s e n t  Ch. 10 passim , and esp ec ia lly  pp. 3 06 -1 7
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m oderate and co n servative  members who opposed any fundamental 

changes in its  m ake-up. E v en tu a lly  this led to the D is rup tion  of 

1843 and the o rgan iza t ion  of the F r e e  Church of Scotland. The  

Dissenting churches w ere  not f r e e  from internal disputes many of 

which w e re  instigated by this same E vangelica l s p ir i t  which was  

attempting to l ib e r a l i z e  S cott ish  theology to conform more with  

a changing society . But w h ile  d isagreem ents between the 

E v an g e lica ls  and the co n serva t ives  o r  moderates led to a f r a g ­

menting of some churches th e re  was also a movement toward  

realignm ent and consolidation among the v a r io u s  sects. The most 

important of these ju n c tu res  o cc u rre d  in 1847 when the United

Secession and R e l ie f  Churches merged to form  the United
32P re s b y te r ia n  Church.

Change then is the keynote to understanding the situation  

in Glasgow in the 1830 's  and 4 0 's  p a r t ic u la r ly  as the E vangelica l  
s p ir i t  was so m arked in G lasgow , in both the Estab lished  and 

D issenting  chu rches , para lle ll ing  as it w e re  the in d iv id u a lis t ic  

eth ic  of its  commercial and industr ia l  expansion. It was in this  

f lu id  environment that the Glasgow Em ancipation Socie ty  was 

organ ized  and in which it was to pursue its  most vigorous e ffo rts  

fo r  w orldw id e  emancipation of the s laves .

32 A  d iscussion o f the changes in the S cott ish  Church during
this period  can be found in a w ide v a r ie ty  of Scottish  church  
h is to r ie s .  J . H . S .  B u r le ig h 's  A  Church H is to ry  of Scotland  
(O xford  U n iv e rs ity  P r e s s  1960) gives an esp ec ia lly  c le a r  
account. A  fo ld -o u t fo llow ing  page 456 is p a r t ic u la r ly  
helpful in understanding the v a r io u s  d iv is ions and reunions  
that took p lace in the nineteenth century . S ee  esp ecia lly  
pp. 309 -6 9 .  S e e  also Hugh W a tt ,  Thomas C halm ers and 
the D isrup tion  In co rp o ra t in g  the C halm ers  L e c tu r e r s  fo r  
1 9 4 0 -4 4  (Edinburgh etc. 1943). A lso  G. D. H enderson ,  
H e r i ta g e ,  A  Study of the D is rup tion  (Edinburgh 1943) 
passim. E s p e c ia l ly  pp. 59-1 21
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P a r t  II

Pu tt ing  the Em ancipation Soc ie ty  into the f ra m e w o rk  of the 

Glasgow env ironm ent we can see a society v e ry  well f itted  to its  

setting. T h e  p o lit ica l  le a d e rs ,  w hile  not r a d ic a l ,  w e re  gen era lly  

of the l ib e ra l  cult. S la v e ry  v io la ted  the economic and social 

doctr ine  held by these lead ers  and indeed by the e n t ire  merchant 

class. The  commercial lead ers  in what was one of the most 

com m ercia lly  important of B r i t is h  cen tres  w ere  w il l in g  to go to 

great lengths to promote la is s e z - fa i r e  economics. In some cases  

this meant supporting movements o r  soc ie ties  such as the Glasgow  

Em ancipation Soc ie ty  whose aims could be com m erc ia lly  p ro f itab le .  

T h e ir  o v e rr id in g  concern w ith business has a good deal of im port­
ance when considering  the m em bersh ip  of and in te re s t  in the 

S ocie ty . A v a r ic io u s  as these men w ere  it should be remembered that 
of the four g reat sugar ports  (London, B r is to l ,  L iverp o o l and 

Glasgow) only Glasgow re f ra in e d  from  taking p a r t  in the s lave t r a d e j  

T h e  d e s ire  on the p a rt  of the commercial leadersh ip  to " im prove"  

or " p ro g re s s "  econom ically led them to r e a l iz e  and s tress  the
need fo r  a labour fo rc e  able and w il l in g  to move and use its

2
labour in the best m arkets . In o ther w ords " f re e "  labour was

1 T h e  O ld  Country Houses of the Old G lasgow G entry  (Glasgow
1 878 Second Ed ition ) p. 211. Though the c ity  abstained from  
the s la v e - t ra d e  the Glasgow West India M erchants w ere  
p e rfe c t ly  w il l in g  to exp lo it  s lave labour in o r d e r  to p ro tec t  
and increase  th e ir  high investment in the W est Indies. F o r  
an ind ication  of this investment see S .G . C heckland, "Tw o  
Scottish  West Indian L iqu ida t ion s  A f te r  1793" Scottish  
Journal of P o l i t ic a l  Economy vol. 4 (1957 ),  127 -43 . See  
esp ec ia lly  pp. 128 -3 5 .  S e e  also S . G .  Checkland "F inance  
F o r  T h e  W est Indies 1 7 8 0 -1815"  T h e  Economic H is to ry  
R eview  v o l .X  (1 9 5 7 -1 9 5 8 ) ,  4 6 1 -9 .  S e e  especial ly p. 465.

2 Th e  p r id e  in and the determ ination  to improve and p ro g ress
com m erc ia lly  and in d u s tr ia l ly  is c le a r ly  i l lu s tra te d  in the 
s ta t is t ica l accounts of the p er iod . S e e  N. S . A. L a n a rk s h ire  
pp. 101-241 and especial Iy pp. 1 37 , 140 , 142 , 147 , 156. U r e ,  
T h e  Ph ilosophy o f M anufactures pp. 1 -4 4 ,  4 3 0 -6 6 .  James
Cl el and, T h e  R ise  and P r o g ress  of T h e  C ity  Of Glasgow.  
(Glasgow 1820) passim.



a necessary  Ingredient in securing  th e ir  own economic develop­

ment and success. A bo lit ion is ts  had from the beginning of the 

movement based  th e ir  opposition to s la v e ry  on m o ra lis t ic  

grounds claiming that s la v e ry  was a sin against God and Humanity.

They  w e r e ,  how eve r,  not above making p o lit ica l o r  economic

capital out of the question when it could be done without com pro-
3mising moral v iew s. Adam Sm ith could be quoted as an authority

as to the u n p ro fita b il i ty  of s lave ry .  In his W ealth  of Nations Smith

was in essence espousing "enlightened se lf  in te re s t"  when he

stated " It  appears  accord ingly  from  the exp erien ce  o f all ages

and nations, I be lieve , that the w ork  done by f re e  men comes

cheaper in the end than that perfo rm ed  by s la v e s ."  R e fe r r in g  to

f re e  tenants as compared to s laves  he says "Such tenants, being
f re e  men, a re  capable of acquir ing  p ro p e rty  and having certa in
proportions of the produce of the land , they have a p la in  in te res t

that the whole produce should be as g reat as possib le  in o rd e r  that

th e ir  own propo rtion  may be so. A  slave on the c o n tra ry ,  who can

acq u ire  nothing but his m aintenance, consults his own ease by

making the land produce as l i t t le  as possib le o v e r  and above that 
4

maintenance. " Us ing arguments such as these the abo lition is ts

often s tressed  the benefits  to be d e r ived  from fre e in g  the s laves.
S la v e ry  was not o n ly  s in fu l,  it was bad business. The  slave

m ere ly  produced ra w  m ateria l to be manufactured by industry

without becoming a consumer of these goods . By fre e in g  the

slaves and paying them wages not only could they produce raw  m ateria l

fo r  in d u s try ,  but they would also become a consumer of its products

thus opening up e n t ire ly  new m arkets  which in fact is what did
5

happen in the case of the West Indies. W ith  some 4 ,5 0 0 ,0 0 0

3 S i r  G eorge S tephen, A n tis la v e ry  R eco llec tions in a S e r ie s
of L e t te r s  addressed to M rs  . B eecher S tow e (London 1854)p. 256

4 Adam S m ith ,An Inquiry  into the N a tu re  and Causes of the 
W ealth  of Nations (London 1826) pp. 8 2 ,  364.

5 H ow ard  T e m p e r le y , B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  1 8 33 -1 870  (London
1972) p. 14. Michael M oohr, " T h e  Economic Impact of S lave  
Em ancipation in B r i t is h  Guiana 183 2 -1852"  Econom ic  
H is to ry  R eview  vol. 25 (1972) 595.



slaves in the U n ited  S ta tes  and B ra z i l  not to mention the m ill ions  

in B r it ish  India and the E a s t ,  this potential economic expansion posed 

a very  tempting and d e s ira b le  m arket indeed. An organ iza tion  such
Q

as the G lasgow Em ancipation Soc ie ty  which was ac t ive ly  w ork in g

toward emancipation and the expected in c rease  in consumer demand

could expect and indeed did re c e iv e  support not only from  the v e ry

large scale  m erchants and m anufacturers  but also from the middling

or  lower level businessmen who w ere  not unaw are  of the economic

benefits that might acc ru e  from  this expanded business. F o r  y ea rs
the abo lit ion is ts  had been preach ing  that f r e e  labour was cheaper

7
than slave labour. T o  a businessman the claim  of reduced labour

6 Except fo r  c ircum stances that obviously demand that the name 
of the S o c ie ty  be spelled out in full it w il l  henceforth be 
r e fe r r e d  to by its  in i t ia ls  G. E .  S .

7 T h is  idea that under any circum stances f re e  labour is cheaper  
than s lave  labour is v e r y  questionab le  as the W est Indian  
p la n te rs  w e re  to point out when they w ere  f ighting to re ta in  
th e ir  monopoly of the sugar trad e  in the 1840*3. U n der f re e  
labour the p ro f its  on many plantations w e re  reduced  
d ra s t ic a l ly  and many ow ners w ere  fo rced  into bankruptcy.
See  W il l ia m  L a w  M ath ieson, B r i t is h  S la v e  Em ancipation
183 8 -1849  (New  Y o rk  re p r in t  1967) Ch. V I I  pass im , and 
Kenneth M. Stam pp, T h e  P e c u l ia r  Institution -  S la v e ry  in 
the A n te -B e llu m  South (New Y o rk  1956) p. 41 8. S e e  also  
M oohr, "T h e  Economic Impact of S la v e  Em ancipation in 
B r it is h  G u ia n a " , 598 -6 0 0 . W. L .  Burn in his book Em anci­
pation and A pprenticesh ip  in the B r i t is h  West Indies (London  
1937) p. 367 dem onstrates this by comparing the production  
of stap le  crops in the W est Indies between 1831 and 1842 under  
s la v e ry ,  apprenticeship  and f re e  labour.

1835-8  compared to 183 1 -4  1839 -42  compared to 1831 -34

Barbados +24% -11
S t. K it ts -1 3 +5
N e rv is -4 0 -4 8
M o n serra t -5 0 -41
Jam aica -1 5 -5 2
Dominica -3 3 -2 6
G renada -2 0 -5 2
S t. L u c ia -1 2 -1 2
St. V incent - 5 -40
T  obago - 3 6 -4 7
T  r in idad - 7 -1 5
B r i t is h  Guiana +9 -6 2
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costs meant lo w er  opera ting  expenses which in turn meant increased  

p ro f its  and as we have seen Glasgow businessmen w e re  v i ta l ly  

in terested  in commercial p ro s p e r ity .

But there  was also a hum anitarian an d  re l ig io u s  fee ling  in 

Glasgow that made s la ve ry  repugnant. The  p e rse cu tio n , v ir tu a l  

enslavement and m artyrdom  of Scottish  seventeenth century re l ig io u s  

heroes the re v e re d  C ovenan ters  was s til l  well rem em bered and this  

abh orrence  of persecution  undoubtedly p layed a s ignificant p a r t  in 

explain ing the abstinence from the s lave t ra d e  and the popular support  

in the city fo r  the a n t is la v e ry  movement. The  renew ed in te re s t  in 

the lives and tim es of the C ovenanters  fed and was fed by contem por­

a ry  in te re s t  in the r is in g  tide of E vangelica l fee ling  and in the  

issues ra is e d  by the Ten  Y e a r s 1 Conflic t.  The  appeal that s la v e ry  

was a sin and a moral evil was p a r t ic u la r ly  e f fec tive  to the s t r ic t  

Scottish  P re s b y te r ia n .  F u r t h e r ,  the grow ing in te re s t  of the 

Scottish  Church in m iss ionary  ac t iv ity  from  the 17^0's onw ards  

to f re e  the pagan from  the bondage of ignorance is an important; 

fac to r  as evidenced by the w ide popu lar ity  of the accounts of 

A lexa n d er  Duff from  India fo llow ed by W il l ia m  Knibb of Jamaica  

in the late 1820 's  and 30*s and of course the g rea t  David  LivingstonC
Q

in the 1850 's  and 6 0 's.
F in a l ly  the G. E .  S . re f le c te d  G lasgow in its  independent 

s p ir i t  of action. G lasgow 's  industr ia l and commercial success  

was based on S cott ish  money. Glasgow was not contro lled  by 

London o r  ex terna l financing so its  achievements w e re  Scottish  

ones. T h is  p r id e  in th e ir  commercial success and independence  

was manifested in the G. E . S . in its  obstinate re fusa l to come under

8 B u r le ig h ,  A  Church H is to r y  of Scotland  p. 417
W a tt ,  Thomas Chalm ers  and the D is ru p tio n  p. 149 
John H ow ard H in ton , M em oirs of W il l ia m  Knibb , M iss ionary  
in Jam aica (London 1 847) pp. 144 -8
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the control of the London based B r i t is h  and F o re ig n  A n t i -S la v e r y  

S ocie ty . T h is  independent s p ir i t  on occasion led to c lashes with the 

London society and th e ir  fo llow ing an a ltogether d iffe ren t program m e  

was by no means unusual. T h e  G. E .  S .  suited Glasgow and the c ity  

re turned  the compliment. T h e  Socie ty  provided the p latform  fo r  

men fo r  w ha tever  reason to campaign against s la v e ry .  Th e  city  

provided the s o c ia l ,  econom ic, p o lit ica l and re l ig io u s  environment  

that led men to take advantage of this p la tfo rm .
Th e  i l le g a l i ty  of s la v e ry  was decided in Scotland in 1778 in

the case of Joseph Kn ight, the Scott ish  Judges taking the ground

that the m as te r 's  r ig h t of domination was in general unsustained

by law. T h is  was a f te r  the 1772 Som ersett Judgement in England

stating that the state  of s la v e ry  was so odious that nothing could
be suffered  to support it but positive  law  and th e re  was no such

law. The Knight decision took a b road er stand and stated that

the power claimed o v e r  the s lave nev er  was in use in Scotland
9

nor acknowledged by Scottish  law. The legal decisions  

abolishing s la v e ry  in B r i ta in  m arked the beginning of the end of  

s la v e ry  throughout the E m p ire  because behind the legal judgement 

lay the moral judgem en t, and behind the moral judgement lay the 

E v an g e lica ls  with th e ir  v igorous condemnation of moral 

im perfection.

9 R. Coupland, T h e  B r i t is h  A n t i -S la v e r y  Movement (London  
1933) p. 55. It is in te res ting  to note in passing that n e ith e r  
of these dec is ions bore much influence on the 1775 and 1779 
A cts to abolish the serfdom of the Scott ish  c o l l ie rs  though 
the two institu tions w e re  in many respects  s im ila r .  See  
Baron F .  Duckham, A  H is to r y  O f The Scottish  Coal 
Industry  1 7 0 0 -1 8 1 5 ,  A  Social and Industria l H is to ry  
(Plymouth 1970) pp. 2 9 7 -8 .

22



The Glasgow Em ancipation S o c ie ty  founded in 1833 g rew  out
of the Glasgow Anti S la v e ry  S o c ie ty  w h ich  dated from 1823 and

with a few v a r ia t io n s  had ess en tia l ly  the same complement of

members. ® The Anti S la v e ry  S o c ie ty  had been o rgan ized  to

w ork  fo r  the abolition of s la v e ry  in the B r i t is h  West Indies and

through its  ag itation  had had a d is t in c tly  d is turb ing  effect upon

the local W est Indian m erchants. Accord ing  to the Minute Books

of the W est India Association  of Glasgow as e a r ly  as 1826 they
had petitioned the House of Commons stating that they w ere

a larm ed  at the c u rre n t  ag itation fo r  abo lition  and all the talk

of total and immediate abo lition  without compensation. * T h is

is in te re s t in g  and ind ica tive  of its  v e ry  l ib e ra l  leadersh ip  because
the b e l ie f  in immediatism did not come into general acceptance

1 2throughout G re a t  B r i ta in  until about 1830. Again in 1830 the 

W est Indian S o c ie ty  petitioned the King complaining of the e f fo rts

10 F o r  a comparison of the membership of the two soc ie ties
see Scots  T im e s , 27 January 1833 and the Glasgow  
Em ancipation S o c ie ty  Annual R eport 183 5 (F o r  Glasgow  
Em ancipation S o c ie ty  Annual R e p o r ts , see below footnote 1 5).

11 M itchell L i b r a r y ,  G lasgow. M inutes of the West India
A ssocia tion  of Glasgow v o l . 1, 6 May 1 826.

12 David  B r io n  D a v is ,  "T h e  Em ergence of Immediatism in
B r i t is h  and A m erican  A n t is la v e ry  Thought11 M iss iss ipp i  
V a lle y  H is to r ic a l  R e v ie w , vol. 4 9 ,  (1 9 6 2 -6 3 ) ,  2 0 9 -3 0 .  
Immediatism was a confusing and often co n trad ic to ry  slogan  
which often meant d if fe re n t  things to d iffe ren t people. On 
the one hand the w ord  im plies instantaneous and complete  
freedom fo r  the s laves . C onverse ly  many abo lit ion is ts  took 
it to mean that the p rocess  fo r  the abo lition  of s lave ry  should 
be in it ia ted  immediately even though the actual program m e  
would be understood to take a number o f  y e a rs  to complete.
In o th e r  w ords gradual emancipation of the sa lves  began 
im m ediate ly . To  com plicate the m atter  the more zealous  
ab o lit ion is ts  took the meaning quite l i t e r a l ly  as did many 
advocates of s la v e ry  who confidently  pointed out the u tte r  
im p ra c ta b il i ty  of the scheme. S e e  David  B r io n  D a v is ,
11 Immediatism : A  P ro d u c t  of A m erican  and B r i t is h  Anti 
S la v e ry  T ho ught" , in R ich a rd  O. C u r r y (e d . ) The  
A b o li t io n is ts ,  re fo rm e rs  o r  fan a tics  (New Y o rk  1 965) 
p p . 7 7 -8 7 .
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of the Anti S la v e ry  S o c ie ty  to deface the c h a ra c te r  of the West

India Association  members. They  went on to state that the v io lent

d iscussions which the society had provoked had brought about a
1 3

d e te r io ra t io n  in th e ir  p ro p e rty .  In te res tin g ly  enough the

s e c re ta r ie s  of the Anti S la v e ry  Socie ty  w e re  the same as in the

la te r  Em ancipation S o c ie ty ,  John M u rra y  and W il l iam  Sm eal. The

significance of th is in re g a rd  to the Anti S la v e ry  S o c ie ty 's

hos ti l i ty  to the W est India Association  before  1833 w ill  la te r

become a p p aren t .  A f te r  a s e r ie s  of pub lic  meetings in 1833 the

society along with many s im ila r  soc ieties throughout B r i ta in

achieved th e ir  goal w ith  the passage o f a bill in late August

prov id ing  fo r  the abo lition  of s la ve ry  in the B r i t is h  colonies as
14from August 1 , 1834.

The  in it ia l  phase o f the Glasgow Em ancipation Socie ty  began
with the founding of the S o c ie ty  on Decem ber 12, 1 8 3 3 ^  by George

1 6Thompson a fo rm e r Agency Committee A n tis la v e ry  le c tu re r .

13 Minutes of the W est India Association  of G lasgow , vol. I
25 O ctober 1 830. In his book A  R etrospect (Glasgow n. d . )
S i r  James D. M a rw ic k  also comments on the strong fee ling  
in Glasgow in fa v o u r  of the emancipation of the s laves.
See p. 3.

14 F o r  accounts of a n t is la v e ry  public meetings in Glasgow in 
1833 see Scots  T im e s ,  16 F e b ru a ry  1833, 19 F e b ru a ry  1833,
9 M arch 1833, and 12 M arch 1833. See  also H in ton ,
M em oirs of W il l ia m  Knibb pp. 144 -66 .

1 5 M itchell L i b r a r y ,  G lasgow , G lasgow Emancipation Socie ty
Minute Book I ,  12 Decem ber 1833. The  Glasgow Emancipation  
S o cie ty  Minute Books a re  included in the Smeal Co llection  
located at the M itchell L i b r a r y ,  Glasgow. The Smeal 
Col lection consists of four volumes of minutes of the Glasgow  
Em ancipation S o c ie ty 's  pub lic  and committee meetings as well 
as its  two Cash Books and a number of m iscellaneous papers  
perta in ing  to its a c t iv it ie s .  A lso  included in the co llection  
a r e  the S o c ie ty 's  Annual R eports  between the y e a rs  1834 and 
1851 , the Minute Book of the G lasgow  F reed m a n 's  A id  Socie ty  
and va r io u s  o th e r  m a te r ia ls  re la t in g  to the a n t is la v e ry  
ac tiv ity  in G lasgow between 1833 and 1876.

16 The Agency Committee with which George Thompson was
connected was i ts e lf  a London based a n t is la v e ry  organ ization  
set up in 1831 to arouse public support fo r  the abo lition  of West  
Indian S la v e ry .  S e e  Stephen , A n tis la v e ry  Recollec tions  
pp. 1 2 6 -3 5 ,  148 -5 2 .



T h e  object of th is new Glasgow society was nothing less than

"the A bolit ion  of S la v e ry  throughout the W o r ld "  but more

p a r t ic u la r ly  in the U n ited  S ta tes .  Its more immediate aim was to

give f inancial a id to Thompson who had been invited to le c tu re  in

A m erica  by W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n ,  one of the lead ers  of the

Am erican abo lition  movement at that time.

The  S o c ie ty 's  e a r ly  per iod  between 1834 and 1840 was

chiefly  concerned with supporting Thompson, who was re ta in ed

as its  paid le c t u r e r ,  and fighting  against the Apprenticeship  
1 7System. Not long a f te r  its  form ation the G. E .  S . had come out

strongly against apprenticesh ip  and at the height of the agitation

had petitioned both P a r l ia m e n t and the King fo r  its  abolition as

w ell as holding a number of pub lic  m eetings to s t i r  up popular
1 8excitement a n d  in te re s t.  T h e  agitation which had become 

nation w ide fo rced  the p la n te rs  in the W est Indies e i th e r  to

17 Th e  A pprenticesh ip  Act passed on August 29th , 1833, to 
become e ffe c tive  on August 1st, 1834, ca lled  fo r  an outr ight  
gift of £20m  to the s laveow ners  as compensation fo r  the  
freedom  of the s laves . The s laves w e re  to s e rv e  a term  of 
s e r v ic e  ca lled  apprenticesh ip  d u r in g  which per iod  they 
would w ork  only a spec if ic  number of hours p e r  week fo r  
th e ir  fo rm e r ow ners  w ith the rest of th e ir  time at th e ir  
disposal. In the case of f ie ld  hands this per iod  was to
last fo r  s ix  y e a rs  and fo r  all o th ers  four yea rs .

18 G. E . S .  Annual R eport 1835. The  public  meetings of the 
Socie ty  in 183 7 -8  against Apprenticesh ip  a re  extens ive ly  
covered  in the Glasgow A rgus the most important l ibera l  
new spaper in the city between 1833 and 1847. Its  e d i to r ,  
W ill ia m  W e i r ,  was one of the le a d e rs  of the F r e e  T ra d e  
movement in the W est of Scotland until the repeal of the Corn  
L a w s  in 1846 and a staunch supporte r of the an t is la ve ry  
cause. Th e  pub lic  meetings of the S o c ie ty  took p lace  on 19 
June 1837 , 31 O ctober 1837, 8 Novem ber 1837, 27 Decem ber  
1837, 14 F e b ru a r y  1838 and 16 A p r i l  1838.
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abandon the system v o lu n ta r i ly  o r have P a rl ia m e n t abolish it 

fo r  them. By August 1st 1838, all of the Colonial Assem blies of 

i the West Indies had f in a l ly  voted to en d  it .  It was also during
I this period  that the Soc ie ty  had become in te res ted  in the problem

of s lave ry  in In d ia , the existence of s la v e ry  in the then independent

T e x a s  and the Am istad con troversy  all o f which w ill  be dealt with
in more detail la te r  on.

T h e  ye a r  1840 began a new phase in the development of the
G. E .  S . which resu lted  in some b it te r  in ternal squabbling and

u ltim ately  the res ignation  of some of its  most influential members.

It o r ig ina ted  with the W o rld  A n t i -S la v e r y  Convention of 1840 to

which the S o c ie ty  had sent a number of delegates. T h e  con troversy

began o v e r  the question of w hether o r  not to accept as delegates
1 9to the Convention a number of Am erican women. Up to this time

the question had not been ra ised  in B r i ta in  as it  was taken as a

m atter of course  that women formed separate  o r  a u x il ia ry  soc ieties

and would not cons ider attending the W orld  Convention as delegates

which was of course  the w ork  of men. The A m erican  women w ere

excluded and the rad ica l  G a r r is o n ,  a r r iv in g  la te ,  re fused  to take

p a r t  in the proceed ings  and jo ined the ladies in the g a l le ry  to

dem onstrate his support fo r  th e ir  r igh t to be recognized  as delegates.

The  rea l t ro u b le  began fo r  the G. E .  S . when a few months a f te r

the W o r ld  Convention the Am erican abo lit ion is t John C o ll in s  a r r iv e d

in Glasgow seeking money fo r  the support of a new newspaper to be
20established by G a r r is o n ’ s Am erican A n t i -S la v e r y  S o c ie ty .

E s s e n t ia l ly  the dispute was o v e r  w hether o r  n o t  to accept pub lic ly

19 F o r  an account of the debate at the Convention see  
P ro c eed in g s  O f The  General A n t i -S la v e r y  C onvention ,
C a lled  By T h e  Committee Of T h e  B r i t i s h  And F o re ig n  
A n t i -S la v e r y  S o c ie ty ,  and Held In London from  F r i d a y ,
June 12th to T u e sd ay , June 2 3 rd ,  1840 (London 1841) 
pp. 2 3 -4 6 .

20 W a l te r  M. M e r r i l l ,  Against Wind and T id e . A  B iography of 
W ill ia m  L lo y d  G a rr is o n  (Cam bridge Mass. 1963) p. 175.
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the c red e n tia ls  of C o ll in s  at a public  meeting thereby endorsing  

both him and the G a rr is o n  faction  he represen ted  . T h e  d iff icu lty  

lay in the fact that by associa ting  the G. E .  S . w ith the Am erican  

A n t i -S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  it could be charged that the S o c ie ty  was

! supporting the cause of W oman's R ig h ts , a position many of its
I
| members opposed. A f te r  some fast manoeuvring by two opposing

I factions w ithin the S o c ie ty ,  C o ll in s  was recognised and sub -
t
j sequently a good many of the members of the o rgan iza tion  resigned

| in p ro tes t.  The G. E . S .  , now f irm  ly under the control of its  two

s e c re ta r ie s  W il l ia m  Smeal and John M u r ra y ,  was from this point
on to take a m ore rad ica l  l ine  in its  a c t iv it ie s .

F o r  the next two and a h a lf  y ea rs  the Socie ty  busied its e lf

in severa l n o n -c o n tro v e rs ia l  causes. U n d er  the influence of

George Thompson it became in te res ted  in and petitioned P a rl iam en t

on behalf of the Rajah of S a tta ra h  who the committee fe lt  had been
21unjustly  dethroned. It also ac t ive ly  opposed the Afghanistan

W a r  in 1842 and appointed delegates to the W o rld  A n t i -S la v e r y
Convention in 1843. O th e r  in te re s ts  intended to fa c i l i ta te  the

abolition of s la ve ry  included petition ing P a r l ia m e n t to remove

all re s tr ic t io n s  "on the F r e e  E m igra t ion  of the N egro  race  from

all p a r ts  of the coast of A f r ic a  to the B r i t is h  West India" and a
22ra th e r  v a c il la t in g  stance in the F r e e  T r a d e  con troversy . At

the same time it  was ca lling  fo r  churches to w ithdraw  from  

communion with those slave holding churches in the A m erican  South. 

A c tiv i ty  of this kind had none of the ideological b itte rness  that had 

torn the S o c ie ty  apart  in 1841 o r  that was to give it new unity and 

l i fe  during the F r e e  Church C o n tro v ersy .

21 G. E .  S .  M inute Book I , 3 August, 1841.

22 Ib id , 1 August 1843. S e e  below Ch. V  p. 163 -7
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T h e  F r e e  Church C o n tro v e rs y ,  which b roke out in 1844,

orig ina ted  when a delegation of the new ly formed F r e e  Church of

Scotland v is ited  the Southern  S ta tes  of A m erica  in search of

financial support fo r  the build ing of new churches. In this they
23met with cons iderab le  success ra is in g  about £ 3 ,0 0 0 .  Such  

ac tiv ity  so close to home by th is  new but ve ry  important segment 

of the Scott ish  re l ig io u s  community could not go Unchallenged and 

the G .E .  S . prom ptly  s ta r te d  a "Send Back the Money" campaign  

which achieved amazing p ro p o rt io n s . The G. E .  S .  o rgan ized  a 

s e r ie s  of pub lic  p ro tes t meetings and at the height of the con troversy  

invited G a rr is o n  to jo in  th ree  o ther A m erican  abo lition is ts  James 

Buffum, F r e d e r ic k  Douglass and H e n ry  C. W righ t to w ork w ith it 

in an e f fo rt  to put p re s s u re  on the F r e e  Church to re tu rn  the 

money. D esp ite  the ou tcry  of the G .E .  S . and o th e r  a n t is la v e ry  

groups the money was not re tu rn ed  and it is open to question w hether  

o r not its  advocates e v e r  r e a l ly  expected the e ffo rt  to be 

success fu l.

T h e  next program m e the G .E .  S .  launched was in it ia ted  at a 

public  meeting on Novem ber 1 6 th , 1852. Th e  publication of H a r r ie t  

B eecher S to w e 's  U ncle  Tom 's  Cabin  had caused a nationwide s t i r  

and h er impending v is i t  to B r i ta in  sponsored by a newly formed  

r iv a l  a n t is la v e ry  society gave r is e  to the U n c le  Tom 's Penny  

O ffe r in g  w hereby anyone who had read  the book was asked to

23 George S hepperson , "Thom as C h a lm ers , Th e  F r e e  Church  
of Scotland  and the S o u th " ,  Journal of Southern  H is to ry  
vol. X V I I  (1951 ),  519. O ther accounts of the con troversy  
can be found in two other a r t ic le s  by P ro fe s s o r  Shepperson  
v iz  " F r e d e r ic k  Douglass and S c o tla n d " ,  Journal of N egro  
H is to ry  v o l .sX X X V t l l  (1 9 5 3 ),  307-21 and "The  F r e e  Church  
and A m erican  S la v e r y " ,  S cott ish  H is to r ic a l  Review  vol. 30 
(1951 ),  126 -4 3 .
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donate one penny. So successful was this campaign that on M rs .

S tow e 's  d e p a rtu re  from  B r i ta in  she took with h er  o ve r  twenty  
24thousand d o l la rs .  T h e  G. E .  S . , which took over resp o n s ib il ity

fo r  the co llection  in the W est of S co tland , sent these contributions
to the Ed inburgh Em ancipation  Socie ty  w h ic h  on 19 A p ri l  1853

25presented her with the sum of £1 ,000 . U lt im a te ly  S cotland 's  

contribution to the O ffe r in g  amounted to £1 ,3 3 0 .

F ro m  this per iod  onw ards the G. E . S .  declin ed rap id ly  in 

j ac t iv ity  meeting only s p o ra d ic a lly .  G e n e ra l ly  these meetings  

f w e re  ca lled  to re c e iv e  a v is i t in g  abo lit ion is t o r  as on one occasioni
to m em oria lize  the members o f the W esleyen Conference in 1857

2 6not to accept two m in is te rs  representing  s lave  holding churches. 

The outbreak of the A m erican  C iv il  W a r  fa i le d  to re v iv e  the S o c ie ty  

except fo r  an occasional pub lic  meeting.
As the w a r  in A m e r ic a  began to en te r  its  final stages and 

thousands of f re e d  men, des titu te  and homeless came on the 

Am erican scene many of the members o f the G. E . S .  formed a new 

society on Novem ber 7 ,  1864 called  the F reed m e n 's  A id  S ocie ty .  

Though s t r ic t ly  speaking it was a sep ara te  o rgan iza tion  it was made 

up p r im a r i ly  of members from  the G. E .  S . and its a c t iv it ie s  help 

to f i l l  in and exp lain  a long period  of a n t is la ve ry  inactiv ity  between  

1863 and 1873. Between 1864 and 1867 this society held th ir teen  

committee and pub lic  meetings and rem itted  to the national society  

in London about £ 1 6 0 .  It is also s ign ificant that as e a r ly  as June 

1865 it had agreed to un ite  w ith  the national society. Up to this

24 F o r r e s t  W ils o n ,  C ru s a d e r  in C r in o l in e ,  The  L i fe  of
H a r r ie t  B eech er  S tow e (London 1942) p. 225

25 G. E .  S .  M isce llaneous  P a p e r s, U n c le  Tom 's Penny O f fe r in g ,
Statem ent of Com m ittee , A b strac t  of T r e a s u r e r 's  Account.

26 G. E .  S .  M inute Book I V ,  27 July 1857
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time the members o f the G .E .  S .  had shown an almost passionate  

independence from  London and consequently this decision to

a f f i l ia te  with the national movement shows a ce rta in  amount of
i 27j mellowing o ver  the y e a rs .

| Between 1863 and 1873 the G. E .  S .  held no m eetings, its

I e ffo rts  no doubt channelled into the a c t iv it ie s  of the F reed m a n ’s

Aid Soc ie ty . In 1873 one poo rly  attended public meeting was held

which sent a reso lu tio n  to the P r im e  M in is te r  and L o rd  G ra n v i l le

proposing that the Government should take steps to halt  the East

A f r ic a  s lave  t ra f f ic .  T h e ir  next and last public  meeting was held

in 1876 to p ro tes t  against a Government c i r c u la r  which stated that
28fug itive  s laves  could not look fo r  re fuse  on B r i t is h  w ar  ships.

The  ex is tence of the G. E . S . can thus in re tro sp ec t be 

divided into th re e  main periods d u r in g  each of which severa l d if fe re n t  

objectives w e re  sought. T h e  f i r s t  from  1833 to 1840 was a p er io d  

of successful and unified  agitation crowned by the abolition of the 

apprenticeship  system. T h is  was fo llow ed by a p e r io d  between  

1840 and 1847 o f b i t te r  con troversy  f i r s t  d irec ted  inw ard  and la te r  

focused on the F r e e  Church of Scotland . F in a l ly ,  the e r a  between  

1847 and 1876 during which the Soc ie ty  g radua lly  lost momentum 

and u ltim ate ly  ceased to ex is t as a potent special in te res t  lobby.

The G. E .  S .  was an o rgan iza t ion  that was shaped by events  

though it did take an ac t ive  p a r t  in these events ra th e r  than s itting  

pass ive ly  by the w ayside. Its  p re c is e  ro le  and the reason it took 

the course it did w il l  be dealt with la te r  but suffice  to say it was  

no o rd in a ry  group being fa r  more v igorous than most B r i t is h

27 F re e d m e n ’ s A id  Soc ie ty  M in u te  B o o k , 6 June 1865.
H e re a f te r  r e f e r r e d  to as F .  A . S . M inute Book. The cash 
accounts a re  contained in the Minute Book. It should be 
understood that the S o c ie ty  agreed to unite with the London  
society only a f te r  it was made known that the purpose of the 
national soc iety  was to co -o rd in a te  the e f fo r ts  of the p ro ­
vincia l soc ie t ies  and in no way in te r fe re  with th e ir  in ternal  
a f fa irs .

28 G .E .  S . Minute Book I V ,  3 Novem ber 1873, 2 F e b ru a ry  1876. 
F o r  extens ive  accounts of these meetings see Glasgow H e r a ld ,
4 Novem ber 1873 and the N o rth  B r i t is h  D a ily  Mail , 3 F e b ru a ry  
1876.



a n t is la v e ry  bodies and d isp lay ing  an independence of mind that 

was most unusual in soc ie ties  of this kind in G re a t  B r i ta in .

F o r  the immediate and long term  development of B r i t is h  society  

in the nineteenth century the great questions of the day w e re ,  

of co u rs e , p o l i t ic a l ,  economic and soc ia l.  These  issues p o la r iz e d  

around the s trugg les  o v e r  C h a rt is m , F r e e  T r a d e ,  the P o o r  L a w ,  

Disestablishm ent and educational r e fo r m .  H o w e v e r ,  in the 

context of the general surge of re form  enthusiasms and as one of 

the m inor offshoots of that re fo rm ing  im pulse, and in p a r t ic u la r  

as p a r t  of the o v e ra ll  B r i t is h  a n t is la v e ry  movement a f te r  1833,  

the Glasgow Em ancipation S o c ie ty  p layed a vita l if sometimes 

secondary ro le .  In this context the understanding of its  ex istence  

and h is to r y  is im portant.

31



C H A P T E R  II Mem bership o f the S o c ie ty  1833-1851

On D ecem ber 6 , 1833 the f i r s t  p re l im in a ry  meeting of the 

Glasgow Em ancipation S o c ie ty  met and a rran g e d  to fo rm a lly  

organ ize  a society that in fu tu re  y e a rs  came to have a s ign ificant  

influence on the course  o f the B r i t is h  anti s la v e ry  movement. One  

of the p r im a ry  reasons fo r  th is  in fluence is the members them selves. 

Many of the most influential men in s o c ie ty ,  p o lit ics  and the church  

w e re  at one time o r  another ac t ive  in the movement. Through its  

membership the S o c ie ty  could count on being represen ted  in 

P a r l ia m e n t ,  in the C ity  Cham bers and in some of the most 

p restig ious  congregations in the a re a .  Between 1833 and 1851 , 

during which time the membership was re c o rd e d ,  th ere  w e re  only  

one hundred and fo r ty -o n e  o f f ic e r s ,  committeemen, and honorary  

and corresponding members. Because of the prom inence of its 

members and the hard  w ork of its more ac t iv e  segment it was able  

to assert  an in fluence d isproportio nate  to its  s ize .  D u rin g  per iods  

of intense a c t iv ity  such as during  1838 and 1840-1 The S o c ie ty  was  

able to nominate and send to conventions in London notable and 

respected men to w o rk  tow ard fu r th e r in g  both its  own p o lic ies  and 

the a n t is la v e ry  cause in gen era l.  Even  in the less spectacu lar  

committee meetings which helped decide d ire c t io n  and po licy  there  

w ere  often men of a high c a l ib re  taking an ac tive  ro le .  Men such 

as the v e n e ra b le  R o bert Graham e and the Rev. D r .  Ralph W ard law  

found it possib le  to take time out to c h a ir  both committee and public  

meetings. Indeed W a rd la w  was one of its  lead ers  until he and o thers  

split o ff  from  the G. E .  S .  in 1841 due to ideological f r ic t io n .

O ther members w e re  less prom inent and in a few  cases l i t t le  o r  

nothing is known about them. S t i l l  o thers  w e re  members only  

b r ie f ly  and took no s ign ifican t p a r t  in the S o c ie ty ’ s a c t iv it ie s .  A  

sizeab le  p o r t io n ,  numbering approxim ate ly  tw e n ty - f iv e  p e rc e n t,
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w e re  members in name only and r a r e ly  if  e v e r  took p a rt  in

committee w ork . They  d id ,  h o w eve r,  lend th e ir  names to the

S ocie ty  and subsequently th e ir  implied endorsement of its po lic ies .

Th u s  some of the respect in which they w e re  held loca lly  was in

turn bestowed upon the S o c ie ty .  Endowed with this mantle of

resp ec tab il i ty  and the enthusiasm of its more ac tive  members, the

Soc ie ty  was often able to a t tra c t  la rg e  audiences fo r  its  public

meetings and consequently apply a ce rta in  amount of public

p re s s u re  on the governm ent to gran t its  demands.

The  recorded  membership of the Socie ty  can conveniently

be divided into f iv e  ca teg o ries  : (1) O ff iceho lders  (2) C le rg y
(3) A c tive  Committeemen (4) Inactive  Committeemen (5) H o n o rary

and C orresponding Mem bers. These in turn can be broken down

in o ther ways such as occupations or  re l ig io u s  a f f i l ia t io n s . Of
course a few members re fu se  to f i t  w ell into these c a teg o ries ,

such as the Rev. James M c T e a r  who instead of involving h im self
in the m in is try  of the R e l ie f  C h u rch , to which he was orda ined ,

2
spent his l i fe  as a teacher of E n g lish  . Nothing much is known of 
Rev. P e te r  McOwan who does not seem to have e v e r  been a 

p rac t is in g  m in is ter  in G lasgow .

O thers  l ik e  Rev. G eorge J e ffre y  f i t  into th ree  of the f ive  

groups as a m in is te r ,  a v ice  p res iden t and an active  committeeman. 

G e n e ra l ly  speaking, how eve r,  the f iv e  groups a re  d is t in c tive  at 

least to the degree that one is able  to get a c le a r  idea as to the ir  

make-up and the m a k e -u p  of the S o c ie ty  as a whole.

D u rin g  the more ac t ive  yea rs  of the G. E . S . , between 1833 

and 1854 , nineteen men held one of the four o ffices  in the Socie ty

1 A  few of the more prom inent pub lic  meetings to which a la rge  
number of people w e re  rep o rted  to have attended took place  
on 23 Septem ber 1835 , 19 June 1837, 14 F e b ru a ry  1838,
15 O ctober 1839 , 5 May 1842, 17 August 1843, 21 A p r i l  
1846, 28 O cto ber 1846 , 1 6 Novem ber 1852. S ee  G. E .  S .
Minute Books l - I V .

2 W. Innes A dd ison , M a tr icu la t io n  Album of the U n iv e rs ity  of 
Glasgow 172 8 -1858  (Glasgow 1913) p. 241. H e re a f te r  r e fe r r e d  
to as M. A . U . G. M c T e a r 's  o b ituary  can be found in the Glasgow  
C o u r ie r , 29 O cto ber 1 846.



i . e .  P re s id e n t ,  V ic e -P r e s id e n t ,  T r e a s u r e r  and S e c re ta ry .

Throughout most of this per iod  Robert Graham e held the position

of P re s id e n t.  V ic e -P r e s id e n ts  included Revs. Hugh Heugh,

Michael W i l l i s ,  W il l ia m  A nderson , G eorge J e f f re y ,  Ralph

W a rd la w , W il l ia m  Kidston and John Dennistoun, James O sw a ld ,

A lexander H a s t ie ,  Thomas G raham e, W il l iam  Paton and Anthony

Wigham. James Johnston b r ie f ly  held the o ffice  of T r e a s u r e r

a fte rw ard s  assumed by James Beith til l  his death in 1841. D r .

James Smeal fo r  one y e a r  held the o ffice  of F o re ig n  S e c re ta ry .

T h e  o ffice  of S e c re ta ry  was held by John M u r ra y ,  W il l iam  Smeal
3

and A ndrew  Paton.
Robert G raham e, the f i r s t  P res id e n t  of the G. E .  S . was

appointed in 1833 and held the o ffice until his death in 1851.

D u rin g  this per iod  G raham e was undoubtedly one of the most
respected men in the c ity . Born  in G lasgow  on Septem ber 19,
1759, he was the second son of Thomas G ra h am e w r i t e r  and an
important c it izen  of G lasgow. L ik e  his fa th e r  Grahame became

a w r i t e r  and with the f irm  of Graham e and M itchell became one
of the most d istinguished in the c ity . In 1833 he was unanimously

elected L o rd  P ro v o s t  thus becoming the f i r s t  L o rd  P rovost

elected a f te r  the Reform  B i l l .  E a r l i e r  in his c a re e r  he had

spoken out against the p a r t  played by the government during the

Am erican Revolution and in 1794 was one of the law yers  fo r  the

defence of Thomas M u ir  and o th e r  po lit ica l  p r is o n e rs .  Along

with  James Oswald he belonged to the F o x  Club which consisted
4

of all the leading re fo rm e rs  of the day. He was also a member

3 G. E .  S . Annual R eports  1835-51

4 L o rd  P ro v o s ts  of Glasgow from 1833 to 1883, (Glasgow  
1883) pp. 8 ,  1 5 -9 .
R obert R e id ,  G lasgow P ast &  P re s e n t  (Glasgow 1884 
3 vols. ) I I ,  500. The  O ld  Country Houses of the Old  
Glasgow G en try  p. 260
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5
and P re s id e n t  of the Glasgow Reform  A ssocia tion . Along with  

severa l o th e r  members of the G. E .  S . he was a member of the 

"C liq u e 11 a l ib e ra l  re fo rm  group that was composed mainly of old
Q

steady W higs and p o l i t ic a l ly  v e ry  p o w erfu l.  Not only was  

Graham e an ac t ive  and zealous re fo rm e r  but he was also a land­

holder w ith  con s id erab le  wealth. He had been an orig ina l p a r tn e r  

of C h ar les  Tennant & Co. , had extens ive  holdings of F o r th  and

Clyde and Union Canal S to c k , and promoted va r io u s  lu c ra t iv e
7

mineral ra i lw a y s .  G raham e, un like  the f igurehead  p res iden ts  

of many o ther s o c ie t ie s ,  actually  took an ac t ive  p art  in the running  

of the S o c ie ty  during  the e a r ly  y e a rs  of its  existence. It was only 

because of his advanced y ea rs  and dec lin ing health that he ceased  

being an ac t ive  member. Indeed he le ft  Scotland  a ltogether and 

re t i r e d  to F r a n c e  and la te r  to Hatton H a l l ,  Northam ptonshire  

w here he died in 1851.
R obert G rah am e1 s son Thomas was in many respects  s im ila r  

to his fa th e r .  He too was a w r i t e r  and had jo ined his fa th e r 's  

f irm  and in fact had taken his fa th e r 's  p lace  in the f irm  now called

5 R eport of the P roceed ings  of the G lasgow Reform  
Associa tion  fo r  the Y e a r  1831 (Glasgow 1831) p. 1 7.
T h is  re p o r t  is located in the M itchell L i b r a r y ,  Glasgow. 
Subsequent re fe re n c e  to membership in the association  
re fe r s  to this footnote. The  G lasgow Argus of 19 June 
1837 l is ts  the fo llow ing G. E . S . committeemen who w ere  
also members of the Glasgow R eform  Association :

James Be ith  James Oswald
W a lte r  Buchanan W il l ia m  Paton
W a lte r  C ra ig  R o bert Sanderson
John F lem in g  D r .  James Smeal
John A. F u l le r to n  Jam es T u r n e r
A le x a n d e r  Graham John U r e
John Maxwell

6 John S t r a n g ,  Glasgow and its  C lubs (Glasgow 1864) p. 452

7 L o rd  P ro v o s ts  o f G lasgow , p. 21
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| M itchell G raham e & M itch e ll .  As his fa th e r  before  him he

became a member of the F a c u lty  of P ro c u ra to rs  in Glasgow in 
81817. In 1842 he was appointed a V ic e -P r e s id e n t  of the G. EE. S .  

though he n ever assumed an ac t ive  ro le  and seldom attended any 

meetings. In 1854 he was asked to be P re s id e n t  of the Socie ty
9

though he n ev er  fo rm a lly  accepted the office.

Among his o ther  a c t iv it ie s  he took a decided in te res t  in the

total abstinence ( tee to ta le r )  movement. Thom as, who had m arr ie d

Hannah F in la y ,  daughter of K irkm an F in la y ,  was from the highest
class of G lasgow society . H e ,  l ik e  his fa th e r ,  was a l ibe ra l Whig
though his in te res t  and in fluence on the G. E . S . can at best be

described  as s light.
Rev. D r .  Hugh Heugh of the Un ited  Secession Church was

appointed one of the o r ig ina l V ic e -P re s id e n ts  of the G. E . S . and
rem ained so until the S o c ie ty  sp lit  in 1841. Born in 1782, he

was both ac t ive  and respected throughout the a rea .  Besides

taking a leading p a rt  in the publ ic  meetings of the G. E .  S . he was

an ardent w o rk e r  fo r  o ther  ph ilan th ro p ic  causes such as the B ib le

and m iss ionary  soc ie ties . ® and was S e c r e ta r y  of the Glasgow

V o lu n ta ry  Church S o c ie ty .  ^  As a m in is ter  at B la c k f r ia r s  on

Regent S t .  from  1821 until h is death in 1846 he was reputed to
1 2be one of the most e ffe c tive  speakers  of his day.

8 M. A . U . G. , p. 207
9 G. E .  S . Minute Book I V ,  15 Novem ber 1854

10 A n drew  A i r d ,  G lim pses of O ld G lasgow , (Glasgow 1894) 
pp. 2 9 5 -8 .

11 R ic e ,  ,!T h e  Scott ish  F a c to r  In The  F ig h t Against Am erican
S la v e r y 11 App. B.

12 A i r d ,  G lim pses of O ld Glasgow pp. 2 9 5 -8
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Along with Heugh another Un ited  Secession Church

m in is ter was appointed V ic e -P r e s id e n t  of the G. E .  S . in 1836.

Born in 1768 the Rev. D r .  W il l ia m  Kidston became one o f the

most prominent men in his church. F ro m  1791 till  1851 he held

the m in is try  at the Campbell S t .  Church during which time he

was ac t ive ly  in te res ted  in many associations fo r  the prom otion
1 3of re lig io n  both at home and abroad. He was a member of the

Glasgow A u x i l ia ry  B ib le  S o c ie ty  as well as a S e c re ta ry  of the
Glasgow M iss ionary  S o c ie ty  and T r e a s u r e r  of the Andersonian  

14U n iv e rs ity .  H e  perhaps reached the p innacle of his c a r e e r  

when in May of 1847 he was e lected M odera to r  of the F i r s t  

Synod of the U n ited  P r e s b y te r ia n  Church. L ik e  Rev. Heugh he 

took l i t t le  in te res t in the committee w ork  of the G. E . S . but was  

q u ite  active  in its pub lic  meetings. U n lik e  Heugh, h o w eve r,  he 

remained on as a V ic e -P r e s id e n t  until his death in 1852.

Undoubtedly the most eminent and w idely known of the 

m in is te rs  who w e re  appointed V ic e -P re s id e n ts  of the G. E .  S .  

was the Rev. D r .  Ralph W a rd la w . Born in D a lke ith  in 1779  

W ard law  became one of the most notable m in is ters  in G lasgow  

w hile  at the Independent G eorge S t.  Chapel. He rece ive d  an 

H o norary  D o cto ra te  of D iv in i ty  from Y a le  U n iv e rs ity  in 1 81 8 

and was o ffe red  p ro fesso rs h ip s  and p r inc ipa l ships all o ve r

1 3 T h e  M em orial Cata logue of the O ld Glasgow E xh ib it ion
1 894 (Glasgow 1 894) p. 84.

14 Glasgow C o u r ie r , 3 M arch 1835.
R ic e ,  " T h e  S c o tt ish  F a c to r  In The  F igh t Against A m erican  
S la v e ry "  App. B. T h e  Andersonian U n iv e rs ity  was a 
ra th e r  l ib e ra l  school founded by P ro fe s s o r  John Anderson  
in 1796 as a p ro tes t  against the po lic ies  of the U n iv e rs ity  
of Glasgow.
R e id ,  G lasgow P a s t  6/ P r e s e n t I I ,  257.
Glasgow A u x i l ia r y  B ib le  Soc ie ty  Report 1820-1 (Glasgow  
1821). T h e se  R eports  a re  found in the U n iv e rs ity  of 
Glasgow L ib r a r y .
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1 5England. He w ro te  ably and extens ive ly  and between 181 1 and

1853 he was P ro fe s s o r  of Theo logy in the Congregational D iv in ity

H a ll .  Among his many p h ila n th ro p ic  a c t iv it ie s  in the G lasgow area

he was a tru s te e  of the A ndersonian U n iv e r s i ty ,  P re s id e n t  of the

Glasgow R e lig ious  T r a c t  Soc ie ty  and P re s id e n t  of the Glasgow
1 6V o lu n ta ry  Church S o c ie ty . He was also the S e c r e ta r y  and the

leader o f the Glasgow A u x i l ia r y  B ib le  S o c ie ty  during  which per iod

a co n tro versy  broke out o v e r  the policy of the London  society of

d is tr ib u t in g  B ib les  containing the Apocrypha. A long with the

e n t ire  Glasgow S o c ie ty  he s trong ly  d isapproved of this p ra c t ic e

but un like  most of the o thers  he favoured  a f f i l ia t io n  w ith the London

S o c ie ty .  When the G lasgow S o c ie ty  voted to set up th e ir  own

independent soc iety W a rd la w  along with the Revs. D ic k ,  M itc h e l l ,

K idston and Ew ing left to form  another society a f f i l ia te d  with
London. P o l i t ic a l ly  he was a steadfast W hig who took no action

1 7in p o l it ic s  unless the W higs took the lead. W a rd la w  was 

p resen t at the s ta r t  of the anti s la ve ry  movement in Glasgow  

in 1823 when the G lasgow A n t i -S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  was founded.

In 1833 when it was changed into the Glasgow Em ancipation Socie ty  

he was one of the o r ig ina l V ic e -P r e s id e n ts .  He re ta in ed  the 

office  and was one of its most ac t ive  members until he resigned  

in 1841 when the G. E .  S . was torn ap a rt  by in terna l disputes brought

15 A i r d ,  G lim pses of O ld  Glasgow pp. 3 68 -7 2
Joseph I rv in g ,  T h e  Book of Eminent Scotsmen (P a is le y  
1881) pp. 540-1

16 M. A . U .G .  , p. 162
R ic e ,  "T h e  Scott ish  F a c to r  In T h e  F ig h t A gainst A m erican  
S la v e r y 11, App. B.

17 W il l ia m  L in d sa y  A le x a n d e r ,  M em oirs of the L i fe  and W rit in g s
of Ralph W a rd la w  D D  (Edinburgh 1856) pp. 2 5 2 -8 ,  297. 
Although during  his l i fe  W a rd law  was v e ry  ac t ive  in the 
a n t is la v e ry  movement in Glasgow th ere  is l i t t le  in this  
biography concerning his in te res t  o r  a c t iv ity  in this f ie ld .



on by the G a rr is o n ia n s .  He la te r  founded another more moderate

anti s lave ry  society and rem ained ac tive  in the movement until his  
1 8death in 1853.

A nother important and ac t ive  m in is te r  who served  as V ic e -

P res id e n t  was the Rev. W il l ia m  Anderson. A nderson , a R e l ie f

Church m in is te r ,  f i l le d  the pulp it of the John S t.  Church fo r

f i f ty - tw o  y ea rs .  He took an ac t ive  p a r t  in all the questions of

the day both p o lit ica l  and theological and contributed la rg e ly  and

effec tive ly  to the cause of re form . Some of his many a c t iv it ie s

include preach ing  fo r  C a tho lic  Em ancipation , V o lu n ta ry ism , Repeal
of the Corn L aw s  and the cause of the N o rth  in the Am erican  C iv il  

1 9W a r .  O th er in te re s ts  of h is w e re  membership in the Glasgow
A u x il ia ry  B ib le  S o c ie ty  and the Glasgow V o lun tary  Church Socie ty

and serv ing  as V ic e -P r e s id e n t  of the Glasgow R e lig ious F r ie n d ly
Socie ty  w hile  all the time being a leading member of the e a r ly
temperance movement. In 1850 Glasgow U n iv e rs ity  aw arded him

20an honorary  L L .D .  Anderson was in te res ted  and active  in the 

G. E . S . and often served  as chairm an in both the public  and 

committee meetings. In 1841 he was appointed one of its V i c e -  

P re s id e n ts  and held that o ffice  through 1851.

18 Ib id ,  p. 298
G eorge S h epperso n , " H a r r ie t  Beecher S tow e and Scotland
1 8 5 2 -3 " ,  S co tt ish  H is to r ic a l  R e v ie w , vol. 32 (1953 ),  4 3 -4 .

19 J. Logan A ikm an , (ed. ) H is to r ic a l  N otices of the United
P re s b y te r ia n  Church in Glasgow (Glasgow 1875) p. 58 
Mem oirs and P o r t r a i t s  of One Hundred G lasgow  Men 1, 12

20 Glasgow C o u r ie r , 3 M arch 1835.
R ic e ,  "T h e  Scottish  F a c to r  In The F ig h t  Against Am erican  
S la v e ry "  App. B.
E d w ard  M o r r is ,  H is to ry  o f the Tem perance & Teetotal 
Socie ty  (GI asgo w 1 855) p. 1 5.
A ikm an, H is to r ic a l  N o tices  of the U . P .  Church p. 58
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T h e  Rev. M ichael W i l l is  held the o ffice  of V ic e -P r e s id e n t

from 1844 through 1851. Born in 1799 he la te r  m atr icu la ted  at

the U n iv e rs ity  of G lasgow in 1 81 3 , rece ive d  his M. A. in 1817

and D. D. in 1839. He was a m in is te r  to the Renfie ld  S t .

congregation under : 1) O rig in a l B u rg h er  Church 1 8 2 1 -3 9 ,

2) C hurch  of Scotland  1 8 3 9 -4 3 ,  3) F r e e  Church of Scotland 184 3 -7 .

W il l is  served  as P r o fe s s o r  of Theology to the B u rg her Synod

from 1825 to 1839. In 1847 he em igrated  to Canada w here  he was
P r in c ip a l  of and P ro fe s s o r  of D iv in ity  at Knox C o lle g e , Toron to

from 1847 to 1871. He rem ained a staunch abo lit ion is t a f te r  his

move to Canada and w h ile  th ere  he served  as P re s id e n t  of the
21Anti S la v e ry  S o c ie ty  of Canada. D u rin g  the con troversy

between the ab o lit io n is ts  and the F r e e  Church of Scotland in the

mid 1840’ s W i l l is  was one of the a r e a ’ s most outspoken c le rg y  in
condemning the po licy  of the F r e e  Church in its  acceptance of
contributions from  S lavehold ing  churches of the A m erican  South

even though he was a m in is te r  of that K i r k .
Although he was only appoin ted  a V ic e -P r e s id e n t  of the

G. E . S .  in 1851 the Rev. G eorge J e f f re y  of the Un ited  Secession

C h urch , London Road had been a member of the committee since

1843 and had taken an ag g ress ive  p a r t  in the public and committee
meetings in the campaign of the G. E .  S . against the F r e e  Church.

He was also one o f the s ta lw a r ts  of the S o c ie ty  in its declin ing

ye a rs  a f te r  1853 and was often seen on the p la tform  at its public  
22meetings. He was also noted fo r  being outspoken on the

social o r  s e m i-p o li t ic a l  questions of the day and came out strongly
23against the w a r  in the C rim ea .

21 M. A. U .G .  p. 271
A nn ie  H. A b le  and F r a n k  J. K l in g b e rg ,  A  S id e -L ig h t  on
A n g lo -A m e ric a n  R e la t io n s , 1 83 9 -1857 . Fu rn ish ed  by the 
C orrespondence  of L e w is  Tappan and O th e rs  with the 
B r it is h  and F o re ig n  A n t i -S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  (L a n c a s te r ,  P a .  
1927) p. 261 , n. 2^2

22 G. E .  S .  M inute Book I V ,  10 June 1846 , 18 F e b ru a ry  1851.
23 R o bert  S m a l l , H is to ry  of the Congregations of the United

P r e s b y te r ia n  Church  F ro m  1733 to 1900 (Edinburgh 1904 
2 voI s. ) I I , 71. -----------------------------



In 1841 John Dennistoun was appointed a V ic e -P r e s id e n t

of the G. E .  S . having been an honorary  member since 1838. Son

of James Dennistoun the w ealthy Glasgow b a n k e r ,  he was

associated throughout his l i fe  w ith his b ro th er A lexa n d er  in

J. & A. Dennistoun, Cotton M erchan ts , which had branch

offices in L iv e r p o o l ,  N ew  O r le a n s ,  H a v re  de G ra c e ,  N ew  Y o r k ,

Melbourne and London. Added to this he had his own cotton

spinning f irm  of John Dennistoun & Co. and was one of the founders

of the la rg e  f la x  spinning concern of A lexa n d er  F le tc h e r  &  Co.
at Rollox. In 183 4 -5  he was Bail l ie  of P ro v an  and in 1 83 6 -7

24he was a d i r e c to r  of the Cham ber of Commerce. F in a l ly ,  he 

was elected to rep res en t the c ity  in P a rl iam en t between 1837  

and 1847. It is not reco rd ed  that Dennistoun e v e r  attended a 

committee meeting of the G. E .  S . but he was appointed as a d e le ­

gate to both the W o r ld  Anti S la v e ry  Conventions of 1840 and 1843
25though he fa i le d  to attend e ith e r .  During  public meetings he 

was occasionally  on the p latform  and contributed his eminence  

i f  not his p ra c t ic a l  leadersh ip  to the S ocie ty .

24 Glasgow Post O ff ice  D ir e c to r y  1834-7 . H e re a f te r  this  
d ire c to ry  w ill  be r e fe r r e d  to as G. P . O .  D .
T e v io td a le ,  "G lasgow  P a r l ia m e n ta ry  Constituency"
p. 64.
M em oirs  and P o r t r a i t s  of One Hundred Glasgow Men I 
100- 2 .

25 Rhodes House L i b r a r y ,  B r i t is h  And F o re ig n  Ant?
S la v e ry  S o c ie ty  P a p e r s ,  M. S . S . B r .  Emp. S 1 8. C 9 /3 0  
John M u rra y  to J. H . T re d g o ld ,  3 June 1840, M. S . S . B r .  
Emp. S 1 8 .C 2 1 /1 0 8 ,  W il l iam  Smeal to John S cob le , 7 June 
1843. These  papers  along with the Minute Books of the 
B r it is h  and F o re ig n  Anti S la v e ry  Socie ty  a re  located in 
the Rhodes House L i b r a r y ,  O xfo rd  and w ill  h e re a fte r  be 
r e fe r r e d  to as B . F . A .  S . S .  P a p e rs  and B. F .  A. S . S .  
Minute Books.
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t
;

Although he was tw e n ty -fo u r  y e a rs  o ld e r  than Dennistoun,

James Oswald was quite s im ila r  in many respects. He too was a

cotton yarn  m erchant and associa ted  with the f irm  of Oswald

Stevenson & Co. M o re o v e r  he too was an MP fo r  Glasgow and

served from  the f i r s t  Reform  P a r l ia m e n t in 1833 until 1837 and

again from  1839 until 1841. He was a leader of the Whig o r

R eform er p a r t y  and a member of the "C liq ue"  and the F o x  Club.

On George IV 's  v is i t  to E d in b u rg h , Oswald commanded the Glasgow  
26Light H o rs e . Coming from  an old and respected Glasgow fa m ily ,

Oswald was well known and liked  in the a rea .  P e te r  M ackenzie

states of him in h is  book Rem iniscences of Glasgow "He was

esteemed to be a man of the g rea tes t  p rob ity  and finest senSe of

honour. H is  v e ry  name was a passport to f i r s t  ra te  society in
27Glasgow o r  out of it o r  indeed w h e re v e r  he went. " A f te r  his  

death in 1853 some of his  f r ie n d s  erec ted  a statue of him which s til l  
stands in G eorge S q u a re .  As w ith  Dennistoun, Oswald never  

attended a committee meeting and r a r e ly  did he attend the public  

ones. H is  contribution  to the Socie ty  was mainly in having his 

prominent name as one of the G. E .  S .  V ic e -P re s id e n ts .  He
28served in th is  capacity  between 1841 and 1853 when he died. 

How ever se rv in g  in his capacity  as MP fo r  Glasgow he did present  

a number of petitions  to P a r l ia m e n t  on behalf of the Socie ty and
I

w il l in g ly  supported v a r io u s  causes proposed by it.

26 M. A . U .G .  p. 173
S tra n g ,  G lasgow and its Clubs p. 452

27 P e te r  M acke n z ie ,  Rem iniscences of Glasgow and the W est
of Scotland  (Glasgow 1868 2 vols. ) I ,  636.

28 G. E .  S .  Annual R e p o rts  1841-51  
M. A . U .  G . , p. 173
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A lexa n d er  H a s t ie  was another of the p o l it ic a l ly  powerful

that served  as V ic e -P r e s id e n ts  of the G. E .  S . a lbeit  only b r ie f ly .

Born in 1805 of R o bert H a s tie  the founder of the well known

m ercan ti le  house of R o bert H a s tie  &  Co. , he was at an e a r ly

age re q u ire d  to take o ve r  the fam ily  business. He gradually

became more and m ore p o l i t ic a l ly  and soc ia lly  active. He

served as a manager of the Glasgow Royal In f i rm a ry ,  a member

of the committee fo r  R iv e r  C lyde & H a rb o u r  of G lasgow , a

cou nc illo r  fo r  the 1st W a rd  between 1840 and 1846, a d i r e c to r  of

the Cham ber of Com m erce, d ire c to r  of the Tow ns H o s p ita l , and

d ire c to r  o f S t i r l i n g ’ s L ib r a r y .  In 1846 he was elected L o rd

P ro v o s t of the C ity  thus becoming the f i r s t  D is s e n te r  to atta in  that

office . F in a l ly ,  in 1848 he was elected MP fo r  the c i ty ,  a position
29he held until 1857. As a member of the Un ited  P re s b y te r ia n

C hurch , H a s tie  was also the f i r s t  D isse n te r  to sit in the House of

Commons fo r  Glasgow. H a s tie  was typical of the "new 11 L ib e r a ls

who rose  to pow er in the la t te r  half  of the 1840’ s. These "new"
men had come to G lasgow  and taken advantage of the enormous

commercial and industr ia l  success of the a re a  and because of
th e ir  a b i l i ty  and wealth  had, by 1850, thrust aside the old

"B u rg h e r  A r is to c ra c y "  and assumed the p o lit ica l leadersh ip  of 
30the c ity .  Though his p o lit ic s  w e re  l ib e ra l and he attained a 

position of p rominence and pow er he was a member of n e ith e r  

the "C liq u e "  nor the G lasgow Reform  Association  indicating that

29 G . P . O .  D . 1 8 4 0 -6
L o rd  P ro v o s ts  of G lasg o w  pp. 1 0 2 -6

30 T e v io td a le ,  "G lasgow  P a r i ia m e n ta ry  Constituency"  
p p . 1 9 4 -8 .
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by the la t te r  p a r t  of the 1840 's  these two groups had lost much of

th e ir  in fluence and importance. U n lik e  Dennistoun and O sw a ld ,

H as tie  p layed an ac tive  ro le  in the meetings of the G. E .  S .  and as

e a r ly  as 1843 served  as chairman fo r  the Ninth Annual Meeting.

Again in 1844 , 1851 and 1860 he took the c h a ir  at public meetings
31and ac tive ly  p a rt ic ip a ted .

Anthony Wigham came from a Q uaker fam ily o r ig in a l ly  from  

the N o rth  C ountry  that moved to Scotland in the eighteenth century .  

He was the cousin of John Wigham whose w ife  Jane (s is te r  of 

W ill ia m  Sm eal) and daughter w ere  lead ers  of the rad ica l Edinburgh  

L a d ie s  Em ancipation S o c ie ty .  L ik e  many of the o th e r  members he 

was a member of the G lasgow A u x i l ia ry  B ib le  S o c ie ty . In 1835 he 

moved to A berdeen w here  he becam e a leading member of the 

a n t is la v e ry  movement. Wigham was one of the o r ig ina l V ic e -  

P re s id e n ts  and rem ained as one until 1841 when he resigned in 

the dispute c rea ted  by the A m erican  G a rr is o n ia n  abo lition is t

John C o ll in s .  F ro m  his ac t iv ity  in Aberdeen it is most l ik e ly  he
u . i • 32was a w ho lesa le  ironm onger.

W il l ia m  Fkton , who was well known in the city fo r  his

re l ig io u s  and p h ila n th ro p ic  w o rk ,  was a W est India merchant.

In the 1830 's  he was appointed a D ire c to r  of the Chamber of

Commerce as well as being a member of the Glasgow Reform

A ssocia tion . L a t e r  in the 40 's  he served  as C lyde Com m issioner,

B r id g e  Com m issioner and C om m issioner fo r  Assessed Taxes  fo r  
33Glasgow.

31 G. E .  S . Annual R eport 1843.
G. E .  S .  M inute Books I I I ,  I V ,  14 M arch 1844, 1 August 
1843, 6 January 1851 , 8 M arch 1860.

32 G lasgow A u x i l ia r y  B ib le  S o c ie ty  R eports  1813-21
R ic e ,  "T h e  S co tt ish  F a c to r  In T h e  F ig h t Against A m erican  
S la v e ry "  p p .4 5 - 6 ,  6 4 -5 .
C. Duncan R ic e ,  "A b o lit io n is ts  and abolitionism  in Aberdeen:  
a test case f o r  the n ineteen th -cen tu ry  a n t i -s la v e ry  movement" 
N o rth e rn  Scotland  v o l . 1 (1 972) 7 0 -1 .

33 G . P . O . . D . 183 3 -49
R eport of the P ro c eed in g s  of the Glasgow Reform  Association
fo r  the Y e a r  1831 p . 1 7
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Between 1836 and 1841 Paton was one of the most active

members of the G .E .  S . and was appointed V ic e -P r e s id e n t  in

1840. T h is  was only one y e a r  before  he was to res ign  and become
34the le a d e r  of the anti G a rr is o n ia n  abo lit ion is ts  in Glasgow.

L i t t l e  is known about W il l iam  S m e a l’ s ra th e r  obscure

r e la t iv e  James Smeal except that he was a physic ian and like

W il l ia m , an ac t ive  Q uaker. H is  tenure  w ith the G. E . S .  as F o re ig n

S e c re ta ry  was short and he attended few  meetings. L ik e  the o thers

in the S o c ie ty  his p o l i t ic s  w e re  l ibera l as evidenced by his
35membership in the Glasgow Reform  A ssocia tion .

James Johnston, who fo r  th ree  y e a rs  served  as t re a s u re r

fo r  the G .E .  S .  , was a merchant associated  w ith  James Johnston

& Son w holesa le  carpe t and woollen com m ission warehousemen.
L ik e  o thers  in the S o c ie ty  he was a committeeman of the Glasgow

V o lu n ta ry  Church S o c ie ty .  In 1836 he moved to U p per Canada
w here  he rem ained an honorary  member of the Socie ty  and w here

36he was respo ns ib le  fo r  the founding of an anti s lavery  society.

A f te r  August 1839 he em igrated to Auburn N ew  Y o rk  and la te r  

(18 4 1 -2 )  to Fram m ingham  Massachusetts.

34 G .E .  S .  M inute Book I I I ,  30 July 1841
H a r r ie t  B eecher S to w e , Sunny M em ories of F o re ig n  Lands
(London 1854) 2 vols. ) I ,  52.

35 R eport  of the P ro c eed in g s  of the G lasgow Reform  Association
fo r  the Y e a r  1831 p . 1 7

36 G . P . O . D . 183 4 -5
R ic e ,  "T h e  Scottish  F a c to r  In T h e  F ig h t Against Am erican  
S la v e r y "  App. B.
G. E .  S . Annual R eport 1837 p. 48
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A n d rew  P a to n , a commission m erchant, assumed the o ff ice

of S e c r e ta r y  a f te r  the death o f John M u rra y  in 1849. P r i o r  to

that he had been ve ry  ac t iv e  in both the committee and public

meetings. As a c lose  fr ie n d  of W il l ia m  S m e a l,  one of the o th e r

s e c r e ta r ie s ,  he took a leading ro le  in the G . E . S .  from the time

that he jo ined  in 1841 until its  fina l meeting in 1876.

F a c ts  surrounding  the l i fe  of John M u r ra y ,  one of the

s e c re ta r ie s  of the G. E .  S .  and with W il l ia m  Smeal and George

Thompson its  most important f ig u re ,  a re  v e ry  obscure. It is

known that he spent ten y e a rs  in the West Indies and upon his

re tu rn  spent a g reat deal of time w orking  fo r  the abolition of 
37s la v e ry .  H is  a c t iv ity  in the a n t is la v e ry  cause goes back as

fa r  as the founding of the Glasgow Anti S la v e ry  S o c ie ty  in 1823
in which he served  as one of the c o -s e c r e ta r ie s  with W il l ia m

Sm eal. M u r ra y ,a  customs c o l le c to r ,  from Bowling B a y , was a member
of the R e l ie f  Church and the S e c r e ta r y  of the Glasgow V o lun ta ry
Church S o c ie ty . He r a r e ly  missed e ith e r  a committee o r  public

meeting of the G. E .  S .  and took a leading p a r t  in shaping the

rad ical G a rr is o n ia n  p o lic ies  of the S o c ie ty .  He was by no

means a w ealthy man and upon his death in 1849 his belongings,

valued at only £ 8 0 ,  w e re  empounded pending the settlement o f a
38debt owed to the Canal Company.

37 Ibid. 1851 , pp. 6 -7

38 S cott ish  R ecord  O ff ic e ,  Dumbarton Com m issary Record  
V I  1 84-9-52, S C 6 5 / 3 4 / 6  pp. 4 2 4 -5 .
R ic e ,  "T h e  S cott ish  F a c to r  In T h e  F ig h t  Against Am erican  
S la v e ry "  p. 45.
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T h e re  is no doubt that the s ingle  most powerful fo rc e  in

the existence of the G. E .  S . w as its  reco rd in g  S e c re ta ry  W ill iam

Smeal. S m ea l,  who was a prosperous  g rocer and tea d e a le r ,  was

also a zealous re fo rm e r  and took an active  p a rt  in the temperance

and peace movements and the w ork  tow ard the abolishment of capital

punishment. He also supported the repeal of the Corn L aw s  and

a national system of education. F o r  more than f if ty  y e a rs  he held

the office  of C le r k  to the P re p a r a t iv e  M eeting , the Tw o Month

M eeting, and the G eneral M eeting of the Soc ie ty  of F r ie n d s .  In

1840 he was acknowledged as one of the m in is te rs  of the Socie ty

of F r ie n d s .  As e a r ly  as 1815 he was a member of the Glasgow

A u x il ia ry  B ib le  S o c ie ty .  F ro m  1864 to 1867 he was the S e c re ta ry

and T r e a s u r e r  of the Glasgow F reed m a n 's  A id  S o c ie ty . W ith

bro ther Robert he was the founder and c o -e d ito r  of the Q uaker
monthly Th e  B r i t is h  F r ie n d .  Smeal was deeply in terested  in po lit ics

39and a l ife  long member of the L ib e ra l  p arty . With a man so busy

in so many re fo rm  movements it is easy to understand why he was
40well known and respected in the E ast end of Glasgow.

As R ecord ing  S e c r e ta r y  of the G. E . S . from  its inception  

until its final meeting in 1876, Smeal never missed any kind of 

meeting and was la rg e ly  responsib le  fo r  the radical G arriso n ian  

po lic ies  that the S o c ie ty  fo llow ed. Through sheer fo rce  of energ y ,  

d r iv e ,  and, as w il l  be shown, some ra th e r  dubious p ra c t ic e s ,  he

39 B iographical Catalogue -  being an account of the lives of the 
F r ie n d s  and o thers  whose P o r t r a i ts  a re  in the London F r ie n d s  
Institu te  (London 1888). pp. 6 3 2 -4 .  The  Biographical  
Catalogue is located in the F r ie n d s  House, London. F o r  
S m ea l1 s o b ituary  see Glasgow H e r a ld , 22 August, 1877.

40 A i r d ,  G lim pses of O ld Glasgow pp. 4 4 3 -4 .
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and a small c o te r ie  of fe llow  ra d ic a ls  managed to impose po lic ies

on the S o c ie ty  which in 1841 led a s ignificant portion  to break away

and form another more m oderate society.

The  S m e a l’s l ik e  the Wigharri1 s ,  had come from the North

Country . H is  fa th e r  had been a member of the Church of Scotland

as a youth but had le ft  and joined the seceders and subsequently

became connected w ith the Independents and Baptists . In 1801

he jo ined the Q u akers  in Edinburgh and from there  came to Glasgow
41

w here  he became a g ro c e r  and tea merchant.
A f te r  the d ep artu re  of James Johnston, James Beith held the

42office of T r e a s u r e r  until his death in 1840. Beith was a manu­

fa c tu re r  associated  with the Company of Thorb urn  &  Beith and was  

quite active  in both c iv ic  and re l ig io u s  a f fa irs .  He was appointed

a D i r e c to r  of the Towns Hospital in 1833 and served  as a councillo r
43for the T h i r d  D is t r ic t  the same year. T y p ic a l ly  he was a member

of the G lasgow V o lu n ta ry  Church Socie ty  and the Glasgow Reform  
44Association . He was also one of the more zealous members of the 

G. E . S . taking an ac t ive  p a rt  in both the public  and committee 

meetings.

T h u s , nineteen men at one time o r  another held o ffice  in the 

G. E . S . F iv e  of the s ix  m in is te rs  w ere  D is s e n te rs  and the s ix th ,  

Rev. W i l l i s ,  as has been pointed out, eventually  left the

41 T h e  Annual M onitor and Memorandum Book No. 26 (Y o rk  1838)
pp. 1 3 7 -8 .  The  Annual Monitor and Memorandum Books a re  
located in the F r ie n d s  H o u se , London.

42 G. E .  S .  Annual Report 1841 , p. 9

43 G. P . O .  D . 1 83 3 -4

44 R ic e ,  "T h e  Scott ish  F a c to r  In The F igh t Against Am erican
S la v e ry "  App. B.
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\ E s tab lished  Church and jo ined the F r e e  Church. T h is  is typical

of the res t  of the c le rg y  in the S o c ie ty  in that there  w ere  but four

of th ir ty -o n e  m in is te rs  a f f i l ia te d  w ith  the Church of Scotland. One

of these, the Rev. P a t r ic k  B r e w a te r ,  can hard ly  be said to have

been re p re s e n ta t iv e  of the Establishm ent as he was an out and out 
4 5

ra d ic a l .  T h is  lack o f p a rt ic ip a t io n  on the p a r t  of the Estab lished  

Church is due to its co n servative  stance concerning m atters  of 

reform  and as has been shown the leaders  of the G. E . S . w e re  

zealous re fo rm e rs .  W a rd la w ,  Heugh, Kidston and Anderson w e re  

some of the most outstanding m in is te rs  in Glasgow and th e ir  

p r in c ip le s  of re fo rm  w e re  undoubtedly well known. Couple this  

with the antagonism between the D issenting and the Estab lished  

Church and it is not d if f icu lt  to understand the lack of p art ic ip a tio n  

by the Church of Scotland . O f equal importance it should be pointed  

out that the m in is te rs  of the E s tab lished  Church had much more  

important and intimate m atte rs  concerning them such as the problem  

of Church Extension  in the 30 's  and the Ten Y e a rs  Conflic t between  

1834 and 1843.

T h ir te e n  of the o fficeh o lders  w ere 'laym en  and among them

some from  the v e ry  upper crust of G lasgow  S o c ie ty . O f the

th ir te e n ,  s ix  w e re  m erchants , two w e re  m anufactu rers , two

w r i t e r s ,  one doc to r ,  one customs o f f ic e r  and a tea d e a le r .  T h re e

of these men served  in P a r l ia m e n t  w hile  two w e re  L o rd  P rovosts

of Glasgow. N in e  o f the th ir teen  w e re  defin ite ly  not members of
46the Church of Scotland. H o w e v e r ,  owing to the powerful position

45 H a ro ld  Underwood F a u lk n e r  , C hartism  and the Churches  
(London 1970) p p . 107 -9
L e s l ie  C. W r ig h t ,  S cottish  C hartism  (Edinburgh 1953) pp. 27, 
4 6 -7 .

46 Those de f in ite ly  not members o f the Church of Scotland w e re  
W ill ia m  P . P a to n ,  James Johnston, Anthony W igham , James 
B e ith ,  James S m e a l,  W il l ia m  S m ea l,  John M u r ra y ,  A lexander  
H a s t ie ,  and A n drew  Paton.
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held by the Church of Scotland  in the upper class society of

G lasgow, men of the s ta tu re  of R obert and Thomas G raham e,

James O swald and John Dennistoun w e re  most c e r ta in ly  members

of the E s tab lish ed  Church.

Thus numbered among the o ff iceh o ld e rs  there  was the cream

of both the re l ig io u s  and lay soc ie ties . T h is  was by no means

unusual as philanthopic  soc ieties  all o ve r  B r i ta in  had almost an

obsession with appointing the famous and important to at least

nominally head th e ir  o rgan iza tions . T h is  was no doubt to lend a

certa in  au ra  of re s p e c ta b il i ty  and s ta tu re  and presumably more
47weight in seeking th e ir  ends.

Between 1834 and 1851 tw e n ty -f iv e  members of the c ity 's

c le rgy  w e re  lis ted  as committeemen. In fact any member of the
c lergy  who subscribed  to the S o c ie ty  w a s ,  at least in th eo ry ,

48autom atically  l is ted  as being a member of the committee.
Counting the s ix  m in is te rs  who w e re  o fficeho lders  there  w ere  

th ir ty -o n e  clergym en who served  at one time o r  another in the  

G. E . S .  Some l ik e  the Revs. James M c T e a r  and W il l ia m  Anderson  

took v e ry  ac t iv e  ro le s  w hile  o thers  such as John Ed w ards  and 

James P a te rs o n  so f a r  as is re c o rd e d ,  never attended a single  

meeting. F i f te e n  of these m in is te rs  could be said to have taken  

an ac t ive  ro le  during  the p er io d  of th e ir  membership w hile  sixteen  

r a r e ly  showed any in te re s t .

The  fif teen  m in is te rs  who w e re  ac tive ly  involved in the 

committee m eetings can be broken down into four ca tego ries .

47 B ro w n , F a th e r s  of the V ic to r ia n s  pp. 343 -60

48 G. E .  S .  Annual Report 1835 , p. 3.
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T h e  f i r s t  group was made up of those m in is ters  of the United

Secession and R e l ie f  C hurches which la te r  combined into the

United  P re s b y te r ia n  C hurch . T h is  group included Revs. A nderson ,

Heugh, J e f f re y  and Kidston (see p p .36, 37 , 39 , 40) as well as Revs.
A le x a n d e r ,  H a rv e y ,  David  King and John E ad ie . O f these last

th ree  perhaps E a d ie  was the most notable. F ro m  1835 he was the

pastor of the Cam bridge S t.  Church and grew  to be well liked
and highly respected  throughout the community. S o c ia l ly  his

49peers  w e re  of the highest rank . H is  B ib lica l commentaries  

w e re  wel I known and The Bail I ie  goes so fa r  as to say " D r .  Ead ie  

has won lasting fame as a B ib lica l c r i t ic  and commentator. H is  

w orks have atta ined the d ignity  of 's tandard ' and won fo r  th e ir  

author a distinguished p lace  among l i t e r a r y  churchmen. H is  fame
5(is not Scottish  m ere ly  l ike  that of so many of our noted m in is te rs" .

Rev. K ing, who m in is te red  at the N o rth  A lbion S t.  C h urch , was one

of the founders of the E vange lica l A ll ia n c e  in 1846. Along with

W a rd la w , Heugh, A n d erso n , and H a rv e y ,  he took p a rt  in the
51V o luntary  movement. Rev. H a rv e y  of Calton was well known

fo r his re form  b e lie fs  and only too w il l in g  to speak up in public

concerning them. H e spoke up in favour of V o lu n ta ry ism ,
52C h artism , U n iv e rs a l  S u ffra g e  and opposed S o c ia lism . Both

King and H a rv ey  w e re  Committeemen of the Glasgow A u x i l ia ry  B ib le
c  • ♦ 53Soci ety.

49 A i r d ,  G lim pses of O ld  Glasgow pp. 2 8 2 -5  
The B a iH ie , 20 May 1874
Memoirs and P o r t r a i t s  of One Hundred Glasgow Men 1 , 1 1  3 -4

50 The  B a f l l f e , 20 May 1874

51 A i r d ,  G lim pses of O ld Glasgow pp. 306-11

52 A ikm an, H is to r ic a l  N o tices  of the U . P .  Church pp. 89 -9 0  
A lexan d er W ils o n ,  The C h a r t is t  Movement in Scotland  
(M anchester 1970) p. 147.

| 53 A le x a n d e r ,  M em oirs  of the L i fe  and W r it in g s  of Ralph
| W ard law  D. D . pp. 2 5 2 -8
| Glasgow C o u r ie r , 3 M arch 1835.
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T h e  second c a te g o ry ,  made up of m in is te rs  of the

Independent C h urch , includes the Revs. F e rg u s  F e rg u s o n ,

Thomas P u l l a r ,  G eorge Rose and of c o u rs e ,  Ralph W ard law .

Except fo r  W a rd la w ,  Fergu son  was the most important in this

group. He took his B. A . and M. A. at the U n iv e rs ity  of Glasgow
in 1845 and 1858 re sp e c t ive ly  and rece ive d  his D. D. from  the

54U n iv e rs ity  of Lebanon, Tennessee in 1875. Both Ferguson

and P u l la r  w e re  active  in the tem perance movement. L i t t l e  o r

nothing is known concerning the a c t iv it ie s  o f Rose except that

he was the m in is te r  of the Independent P r im it iv e  Methodist

Church at the W ater loo  V e te ra n  Chapel , S u ffo lk  S t re e t .

T h e re  w e re  th ree  members of the Church o f Scotland that

can be considered ac t ive  though fo r  quite d iffe ren t  reasons. Rev.

John Duncan of the Duke S t .  Chapel o f E a s e  was one of the more
colourful m in is te rs  of the day. Duncan held the Sabbath

L ec tu res h ip  in Glasgow between 1831 and 1841 when he was
appointed as a m issionary  to the Continental Jews in Hungary.

L a t e r ,  in 1843, he jo ined the F r e e  Church and was immediately
appointed as P ro fe s s o r  of H eb rew  at N ew  C o lle g e ,  Edinburgh.

H is  b r i l l ia n c e ,  c h ild lik e  s im plic ity  and lud icrous absentmindedness
made him one of the most lovab le  and respected  m in is te rs  of the day.

He was described as "h a lf  ancient m a r in e r  and ha lf  wandering

Jew , and w holly  a being of another sphere with h is  long beard and

flow ing s k i r ts ,  his l if te d  f in g e r  and g l i t te r in g  eyes , his a rch a ic
55language and supra-m undane thinking. M Duncan took an active  

in te res t  in the w ork  of the G. E .  S . w h ile  he l ived  in Glasgow and 

was often in attendance at both the committee and public  meetings.

54 M. A . U . G .  p. 425

55 F a s t i  E c c le s ia e  S c o t ic a n a e , H. Scott  (ed ), rev ised  edition  
(Edinburgh 1915) vo l. 3 , 4 2 5 -6
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T h e  Rev. P a t r ic k  B re w s te r  of P a is le y  on the o ther hand never

as fa r  as is known attended a committee meeting. H o w ev er ,

B re w s te r  p layed a big p a r t  in severa l of the la rg e  public meetings.

B re w s te r  was one of the few  men in the G. E . S . who openly

espoused C h artism  and indeed he w a s  fo r  a time one of the
56leaders  of this movement in Scotland. He was the most active

m in is ter in Scotland  in the a rea  of reform  and it would seem that

his e n t ire  pub lic  l i fe  was one continual succession of disputes.

He loudly advocated f r e e  t ra d e ,  teetotal ism, repeal of the Corn

L a w s , a national system of education , C a tho lic  Em ancipation and
57of course the C h a r te r .  B r e w s te r 's  a ttitude reg ard in g  reform  

contrasted sh arp ly  with the g re a t  m ajo r ity  of his fe llow  

Estab lishm ent m in is te rs  and he even found him self rebuked by 

the e n t ire  P re s b y te ry  of P a is le y  fo r  his a c t iv it ie s  during the v is it  

of Daniel O 'C onnell in 1835. The  final member of th is group,
Rev. Michael W i l l is  (see page 40 ) is included in th is  group because  

he was a m in is te r  f i r s t  of the O rig ina l B u rg h er  and then the 

Estab lished  Church when those two churches merged in 1839.

It must be re m e m b e re d ,  h o w eve r,  that during the per iod  that he 

was most ac t ive  in the S o c ie ty  between 1844 and 1847 he was a 

member of the F r e e  Church which had broken away from the Church  

of Scotland in 1843.

The  final group is more of a c lass if ica tion  than a group in

that it consists of just one man, Rev. James M c T e a r .  M c T e a r  is

a man who r e a l ly  doesn't f it  into any group w e ll .  A  native  of 

Ire lan d  and a m in is te r  of the R e l ie f  Church he spent his l i fe  as 

an English  teach e r .  F o r  over th ir ty  y ea rs  few men w e re  more

56 F a u lk n e r ,  C h artism  and the Churches p. 18
? W r ig h t ,  S co tt ish  C h artism  pp. 4 6 - 7 ,  49.

57 F a u lk n e r ,  C h artism  and the Churches pp. 107 -9
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active on questions of national l ib e r ty  and p h ilan th ro p ic  causes.

As an e a r ly  a g ita to r  fo r  the repeal of the Corn Law s he was put

in ja i l  fo r  severa l days on a charge  of sedition. He was one of
58only two even rem otely  p o lit ica l  teach e rs  of the day and one of

the most ac t ive  members of the G. E .  S .  from  its beginning until

his death in 1846.

One thing can be said of the s ixteen no n -ac tive  m in is te rs
of the S o c ie ty  and that is that they w e re  not only not ac t ive  in

the G. E .  S . but g en era lly  they w e re  not active  in any o ther

re form  soc ie ties . T h is  is not to say that they w ere  not capable

o r  ac t ive  men. T h e  Rev. W il l ia m  L in d s a y ,  a R e l ie f  M in is te r  at

D o v e h i l l ,  was a P ro fe s s o r  of D iv in ity  in the Theolog ical H a l ls  of
the R e lie f  Synod and la te r  the U n ited  P re s b y te r ia n  Synod and in

591851 became M o d era to r  of the U n ited  P re s b y te r ia n  Synod.

Another sch o la r  was the Rev. James P a te rs o n . P a te rs o n  taught 
both L o g ic  and R h e to r ic  in the G lasgow Commercial C o llege  and 

Theology fo r  the B aptis t Union of Scotland. Both P a te rson  and
60Lindsay w e re  re l ig io u s  le a d e rs  and sch o la rs  ra th e r  than re fo rm e rs .

O f the r e s t ,  l i t t le  can be said  of th e ir  p h ilan th ro p ic  a c t iv it ie s .

The  Revs. John E d w a rd s ,  W il l ia m  Auld and G re n v i l le  E w ing ,
61w e re  all committeemen of the G lasgow A u x i l ia ry  B ib le  Soc ie ty .

58 M. A. U . G . p. 241
Glasgow C o u r ie r , 29 O ctober 1846

59 M. A. U . G. p. 315

60 A i r d ,  G lim pses of O ld  G lasgow pp. 3 1 2 -4 ,  337 -40

61 G lasgow  C o u r ie r , 3 M arch  1835.
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Ew ing was m ore exceptional than the o thers  and was quite well

known fo r  his t re a t is e s  on the missions and volumes to promote

the cause of education besides w orking  fo r  a scheme to convert the  
62natives of India . L i t t l e  e lse  is known about the o thers  and indeed  

l i t t le  e lse is r e a l ly  important as these w e re  members in name only  

and had no bearing  on the po licy  o r  a c t iv it ie s  of the G. E . S.

Of this group of s ixteen  inactive  m in is ters  f ive  w e re  in the 

R e lie f  and U n ited  S ecess ion  C h urches , f iv e  w e re  Independent, two 

w ere  from the Church of Scotland  and one each from the C o n g re -  

gationalis t W esleyn Methodist and Baptist Churches. Th e  Rev. 

P e te r  McOwan was not l is ted  as e v e r  having been a p rac t is in g  

m in is ter  in G lasgow. T h e  la rg e s t  represen ta tion  in this group,  

as in the ac tive  group , is the R e l ie f  and Un ited  Secession  Churches  

fo llowed by the Independents and indeed the two groups a re  quite  

s im ila r .
When the c le rg y  a r e  taken as a w hole , a few s ignificant

facts stand out. The  c le rg y  w e re  overw helm ingly  of D issenting
63churches numbering tw e n ty -s ix  of th ir ty .  O f these, roughly half  

belonged to the U n ited  Secess ion  and  R e l ie f  Churches and another  

q u a rte r  to the Independent C hurch. T h is  in some degree  is 

responsib le  fo r  the r a th e r  l ib e ra l  outlook of the G. E .  S . in its e a r ly  

years . T h is ,  h o w eve r,  can be very  deceiv ing as it was many of 

these same men who in 18&1 upon re a l is in g  that they could ne ither  

take o v e r  the S o c ie ty  nor e ffec tive ly  re s t ra in  the adoption of some 

ra th e r  rad ical p o l i t ic s  w e re  to res ign  from the Socie ty  and form a 

new and more m o d e ra te  anti s la v e ry  g roup . T h e i r  l ib e ra lism  was 

much l ik e  that o f the p o l it ic a l  leadersh ip  of G lasgow at this time.

62 Irv in g ,  Th e  Book of Eminent Scotsmen p. 135

63 Rev. P e te r  McOwan is not included as nothing is known of 
him.
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That is to say they w e re  l ib e ra l  but by no means radical and tended 

to be only m oderate ly  l ib e ra l  as the conservatives  tended to be only  

m oderately conserva t ive . But as E van g e lica ls  they took a l ive ly  

in te res t in the F o re ig n  M iss ions which n a tu ra l ly  lead to an in te res t in 

the slave tra d e  and hence to the anti s lavery  movement. H o w ev er ,  

a n t is la ve ry  and vo luntary ism  was a long way from  Woman's Rights. 

These c le rgym en , l ib e ra l  as compared to the Estab lished  Church  

m in is te rs ,  w e r e  r a th e r  co n serva t iv e  when compared w ith W il l iam  

S m ea l,  John M u r ra y ,  G eorge Thompson and above a l l ,  W il l iam  

L loyd  G a rr is o n .  Even so , throughout the p e r io d  of the recorded  

membership of the G. E .  S . there  remained m in is ters  of the highest 

c a l ib re  on its  r o l ls  as both committeemen and o fficeh o lders .

W ith the exception of the m in is te rs  between 1833 and 1851
there  w ere  l is ted  sev en ty -e ig h t d if fe ren t  members of the committee.

On the av e ra g e  th e re  w e re  approxim ate ly  th ir ty - fo u r  members in
any given y e a r .  D u r in g  the e a r ly  y e a rs  between 1833 and 1840

the committee rem ained re la t iv e ly  stable with only the normal

a ttr i t io n  due to death , em igration  o r  individual loss of in te re s t.
D uring  other pe r io d s  as between 1840-1 with the G arr iso n ian

con troversy  and la te r  between 1847-51 when public in te res t  in
the movement began to wane th ere  w ere  quite d ra s t ic  changes 

64in its m ake-up. Some m em bers, such as Thomas S la t e r ,  a 

g rocer and tea dea ler, w e re  committeemen fo r  only b r ie f  periods  

and often n ev er  attended a meeting. O th e rs  such as E b en ezer  

Anderson rem ained ac t ive  members fo r  many y ea rs  and fa ith fu lly  

attended both public  and committee meetings.

Because of the g reat importance of the cotton industry  

and trad e  in the W est of S c o tlan d , a la rg e  p roportion  of the 

members lis ted  as m a n u fa c tu re rs ,  m erchants and warehousemen  

w e re  probably  engaged in this t rad e . Warehousemen w e re  agents

64 A  l is t  of the committeemen is supplied in each of the G. E . S .
Annual R eports  fo llow ing  the abs trac t of the Annual Meeting.
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o r  middlemen, some being w holesale  dea le rs  and others  both
65w holesale  and r e ta i l .  T h e se  th ree  professions make up over

half of all the businesses engaged in by the committee. M o re o v e r ,

some of the men w e re  both m erchants and m anufacturers  l ike  W il l iam

B rod ie  o r  m erchants and warehousemen like  Robert Kaye and A ndrew

) Young. The  fo llow ing  is a breakdown of the d if fe re n t  businesses o r
66| pro fess ions engaged in by the committee : 

j M erchant 27

M anufacturers  11

C lo th ie r  o r  D r a p e r  6

Insurance Agents 4

W arehousemen 3
T e a c h e rs  3
S ta t io n e rs  3
P u b lis h e rs  2
G ro c e r  and T e a  D e a le r  2 

Insurance B ro k e r  2
E n g ra v e r  2

U n c e rta in  2
F o r ty -o n e  of the seventy -e igh t committeemen w e re  manu­

fa c tu r e r s ,  m erchants o r  warehousemen which gives an idea as to 

the m ake-up of the committee as a whole. They w e re  men of the 

middle o r  upper middle c lass prosperous but not n e c essa ri ly  r ich .  

Coupled with the o th e r  pro fess ions  they made up a typical example  

of the l ib e ra l  element taking p a r t  in the philanthopic causes and 

ac tiv ity  of the day.

65 T e v io td a le ,  "G lasgow  P a r i  iamentary Constituency"  
pp. 4 4 -5 .

66 T h is  in fo rm a tio n  is d e r ived  from the G . P . O .  D.
1833-51

P la s te r e r

P r in t e r

W r i te r
Boot &  Shoe Shopowner

Sh ipbu ilder

W eaver
Student

Physic ian
B aker

Bookbinder
Hide & L e a th e r  F a c to r
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One of the m ore influential members of the committee and

an ac t ive  member of the S o c ie ty  was W a lte r  Buchanan, a merchant

connected with Buchanan Ham ilton &  Co. a f i rm  in the East India

trade . Some o f  his a c t iv it ie s  and o ffices  included serv ing  as a

d ire c to r  of the M erchants  H ouse, C h am b er o f Commerce and the

Glasgow Royal In f irm a ry  and as a committeeman of the Glasgow

W estern  Academy. F ro m  1857 to 1865 he served  as M. P .  fo r

Glasgow. Buchanan, u n like  most of the o th e r  committeemen was

from the highest c lass  o f Glasgow society and supported such

lib e ra l  po lic ies  as C atho lic  Em ancipation , Repeal of the Corn L a w s ,
the Reform  B il l  and fo r  a long time was a member of the • 'C lique1*

67and the Glasgow R eform  Associa tion .
Another more typical of the members o f  the committee was

W il l iam  C ra ig  of W il l ia m  C ra ig  &  Co. m anufacturers . Just a few
of his many a c t iv it ie s  include serv ing  as Bail l ie  fo r  Glasgow and the

R iv e r  & F o r th  of C lyde between 1835 and 1838 , D ir e c to r  of the
68M erchants House, T r a d e  House and Towns H osp ita l.  C ra ig ,

I ike the o th e r  pol it ica l ly influentia l members of the G. E .  S . was

also a member of the "C l iq u e "  and the Glasgow Reform  Association
though he d if fe re d  in one respect in that he was an ac tive  exponent 

69of C hartism .

V e r y  s im ila r  to C r a ig  in his p h ilan th ro p ic  a c t iv it ie s  was

John F lem in g  a merchant from  C larem ont. A  p a r t ia l  l is t  of his
70a c t iv it ie s  reads as fo llow s :

D i r e c to r  o f the Chamber o f Commerce 183 3 -4

Bail I ie  fo r  Glasgow 1835-8
¥ - - - - - - - -   -     — - - - .  .................
,67 M em oirs and P o r t r a i t s  of One Hundred Glasgow Men I ,  5 7 -8 .
[ S t ra n g ,  Glasgow and its Clubs p. 452 . G. P .  O. D .

68 G .P .O L D .  183 5 -8

69 G las g o w  A rg u s ,  16 A p r i l  1831.
S t ra n g ,  G lasgow and its  Clubs p. 452
R eport of the P ro c eed in g s  of the Glasgow Reform  Association  
fo r  the Y e a r  1831 p . 1 7

70 G. P .  O. D . 1 8 3 3 -4 5 . S t r a n g ,  Ibid.
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C o u n c illo r  fo r  D is t r ic t  5 1833-9

Committeeman on the R iv e r  C lyde & H a rb o u r  of Glasgow

D ir e c to r  of the House of Refuge 1841 -2

Committeeman of the Glasgow W estern  Academy 184 4 -5

C o unc illo r  fo r  D is t r ic t  3 1847-50

M aster of W o rks  1 8 3 3 -4

P i lo t  Board 183 3 -4

C ouncillo r  fo r  D is t r ic t  1 1 8 3 9 -4 0 -4 5

Member of the l,C l iq u e ,,

Glasgow Reform  Association

Thomas M u ir  was a m erchant who served  only b r ie f ly  as

a G. E . S .  committeeman and l ik e  C ra ig  was a v e ry  ac tive  man

on committees as well as p o l it ic a l ly  influential being a member 
71of the "C l iq u e " .  A nother intensely active  man was the r e t ire d  

tobacco m erchant, James T u r n e r  o f  T hrushgrove . Born  in 1768 

T u rn e r  built up a v e ry  successful tobacco trade  before his r e t i r e ­
ment in 1831. Besides being an ac t ive  member of the G. E. S .  

T u rn e r  was well known in the po lit ica l and ph ilan th ro p ic  spheres
as w e ll .  A  l is t  of h is  a c t iv it ie s  is v e ry  s im ila r  to that of severa l

72of the o ther committeemen.

Bail l ie  of P ro v a n  183 5 -6  

C o u n c il lo r  fo r  D is t r ic t  1 183 3 -46

Deputy Bail l ie  o f  the R iv e r  1 8 3 4 -8 ,  1840 

D ir e c to r  of the Royal In f irm a ry  1843 

D ir e c to r  of L o c k  Hospital 1843 

Member of the Glasgow Reform  Association  

T u r n e r  was also an ac t iv e  C h a r t is t ,  a t ra i t  decidedly  

atypical of most of the o th e r  members of the G. E .  S . He also had

71 Ibid.

72 G. P . O .  D . 1 8 3 5 -4 6  
Glasgow A r g u s , 19 June 1837
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a ra th e r  co lourfu l past as P e te r  M ackenzie  in his  O ld

Reminiscences of G lasgow points out. In O ctober of 1816 he

offered his land in T h ru s h g ro ve  fo r  the use of a p u b lic  r a l ly  " fo r

the re d re s s  of g r ievances  in the Commons House of P a r l ia m e n t"

a fte r  the L o rd  P ro v o s t  had denied the use of the G lasgow G reen

and the M a g is tra tes  had prevented  the use of the T ra d e s  House.

F o r  this he had been im prisoned in the B r id ew e ll  of Glasgow fo r

some time under the capita l charge  of High T reaso n  . L a t e r  he
73became one of the most ac t ive  M ag is tra tes  of the c ity .

John K ing , who served  b r ie f ly  on the G. E . S .  committee,  
was a p a r tn e r  in the f irm  of G eorge Macintosh & Co. a la rge  

chemical m anufactu rer .  H is  a c t iv it ie s  and in te re s ts  w e re  much 

the same as F le m in g 's ,  T u r n e r 's ,  Buchanan's and many of the 

others. These  w e re  m anufacturers  and merchants intensely  

in terested  in the l i f e  of Glasgow and attempting to change it a cc o rd ­

ing to th e ir  l ib e ra l  standards. It is not s u r p r is in g  that there  w ere  

a few C h a r t is ts  on the Committee fo r  during the p er io d  in which  

the movement f lo u rish e d  in Scotland it tended to concentra te  in 

the Glasgow a re a .  H o w e v e r ,  as has been in tim ated, it was not a 

common c h a ra c te r is t ic  among the committee. T h is  w ill  become 

important la te r  on when the C h a rt is ts  cam e into conflic t with the 

G .E .  S . in 1 8 4 0 -1 .

O f those committeemen who w e re  not m erchants , manu­

fa c tu re rs  o r  warehousem en only a few  w e re  outstanding,among  

them Robert Simpson. Simpson was a d ra p e r ,  s i lk  m e rc e r  and 

haberdasher. Between 1843 and 1845 he was a Commissioner fo r

73 P e te r  M acke n z ie ,  O ld Rem iniscences of Glasgow and the 
W est of Scotland  (Glasgow 1890 3 vols. ) I ,  101 -5  7
F o r  a d iscussion of this meeting in T hrushgrove  and its  
importance to the re form  agitation  in the a r e a ,  see 
W ill ia m  M. R oach , "Radical Reform  Movements In Scotland  
F ro m  1815 To  1822 with p a r t ic u la r  re fe re n c e  to events in the 
W est of S co tlan d " .
( P h .D .  T h e s is ,  U n iv e rs ity  of Glasgow 1970) pp. 4 1 -7
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W ard  9 and also  served  as T r e a s u r e r  of the Scottish P e rm is s iv e

B ill  Association  (a tem perance o rgan iza tion ) and V ic e -P r e s id e n t
74of the S cott ish  Tem perance  League . R obert K e tt le ,  one of the 

more ac t ive  committeemen, was also  the leading temperance  

advocate in the a re a  and served  as P re s id e n t  of both the S cottish  

Tem perance League  and the G lasgow Abstinence S o c ie ty  as 

well as ed iting  the S cott ish  Tem perance Journal. Both G eorge  

Gal l ie  and G eorge W atson w e re  bo o kse lle rs  and s ta tion ers  and 

l ike  K e tt le  they took an ac t ive  ro le  in the operation  of the G. E . S .  

G a ll ie ,  p r io r  to going into business fo r  h im self,  had been 

associated w i th  the f i rm  of Voung G a l l ie  &  Co. which was chiefly  

concerned with p r in t in g  re l ig io u s  publications. F ro m  1822 on he 

concerned h im self mainly with bookse lling , again of the re lig ious  

nature and became one of the p r in c ip a l  s ta tioners  in the c ity .

A p art  from  being active  in the a n t is la v e ry  movement he also took
75part  in the tem perance movement. G eorge Watson of George

Watson & S o n , b o o k s e l le rs ,  was prominent in severa l o rgan izations  

other than the G. E .  S . One of h is in te re s ts  included being honorary  

d ire c to r  of a group with the ra th e r  cumbersome t i t le  of The  

C alton , M ile -e n d  and B ridgton  Mechanics Institution fo r  Im prove­

ment in A r ts  and Sc iences . W atson also served  as a M anager of

the Glasgow Royal In f i r m a r y ,  Bail l ie  of the Burgh of C a lton , and
76a member of the House of Refuge. James McCune Smith was the

only student to be a committeeman. S m ith ,  a n eg ro , was the 

eldest son of Samuel Smith a N ew  Y o rk  m erchant. F ro m  1832 

until 1837 he attended the U n iv e rs ity  of Glasgow and rece ived  his

B. A. in 1 835 fo llow ed in 1836 by an M. A. and f in a l ly  in 1837, by 

an M. D. In 1 8 3 2 -3  as a f i r s t y e a r  student, he was the f i r s t  negro
j

  . - -

! 74 A i r d ,  G lim pses of O ld Glasgow p. 21 7
I 75 Ib id ,  pp. 41 2 -4

76 G. P .O .  D. 1836-46
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! 77
f  to re c e iv e  the p r i z e  fo r  G eneral Em inence in L a t in .  A f te r

re tu rn in g  home he became one of the most important black

abo lit ion is ts  and edited both the Co loured  Am erican and the 
78Anglo A fr ic a n .  He was also made an honorary  and c o r r e s ­

ponding member of the G. E . S . though none of his le t te rs  to the 

S o c ie ty ,  i f  indeed he e v e r  w ro te  any, have surv ived .

Th e  e n t ire  l is ted  committee betw een  1833 and 1851 can be 

divided along the same lines as the c le rg y ,  i . e .  those who took 

an ac t ive  p a r t  how ever b r ie f ly  and those who r a r e ly  if  eve r  took 

an in te re s t  and w e re  members in name only. Th e  accounts of 

those attending the committee meetings l is t  fo r ty - tw o  members  

that could be ca lled  ac tive  in that they f a i r l y  frequently  attended  

the meetings. Th e  t h i r t y - s ix  inactive  committeemen e ith er  stayed  

on the committee only b r ie f ly  a n d /o r  w e re  n ever recorded  as 

having attended a meeting.

O ccupationa lly  the inactive  committeemen formed a group 

quite s im ila r  to the ac tive  group and in this they re f lec te d  the 

c lergy . O f its  t h i r t y - s ix  mem bers, no less than fifteen  w ere  

merchants. It must be understood that the label "m erchant"  

applies to m ere ly  the general c lass if ica tio n  of business and does 

not have any bearing  on th e ir  individual w ea lth ,  social status  

o r  p o lit ica l in fluence. F o r  instance, John F lem ing  and W il I iam  

Gunn could both be described  as m erchants . H o w e v e r ,  F lem ing  

was a w ealthy E a s t  India Merchant and p o l it ic a l ly  quite important 

w hereas  Gunn could only be described  as a middle income c lo th ie r  

with l i t t le  p o lit ic a l  in fluence. O th e rs  in this group could be added 

to the number o f m erchants such as P a t r ic k  Thompson and Thomas

77 M. A . U . G .  p. 392
! E d w a rd  D ix o n ,  " T h e  Am erican  N e g ro  in Nineteenth Century

Scotland" (M. L i t t .  Thes is  U n iv e rs ity  o f Edinburgh 1 969) 
p. 1 58.

78 P e te r  M. B erg m an , Th e  Chronological H is to ry  of The N egro  
in A m e r ic a  (N ew Y o rk  1 969) p. 99
James M. M cP h erso n , Th e  S tru g g le  F o r  E q u a l ity ,  A bo lit ion is ts  
and T h e  N e g ro  In the C iv il  W a r  and Reconstruction  
(P r in ce to n  N ew  Jers ey  1964) p. 60.



S la t e r ,  tea d e a le rs ,  David  S m ith ,  shoe shopowner, R obert

Sim pson, Colin  M cD ou gall,  James C la rk  and Thomas B a i r d ,

c lo th ie rs  and the total climbs to tw en ty -tw o  o r  th ree  f if th s  of the

en t ire  group. Except fo r  the m anufacturers  the re s t  was composed

of two p u b lis h e rs ,  th ree  w r i t e r s  two of whom w e re  insurance

agents , a te a c h e r ,  a p r in te r  and a p la s te re r .  F in a l ly ,  th e re

w e re  four m anufacturers  among whom R obert B a rc la y  of the f irm

of B a rc la y  &  C u r ie  sh ipbu ilders  was the most s ign ifican t at least
79in the monetary and social senses.

T h e  composition of the more ac tive  group of committeemen  

was much the same as the in a c t iv e  group. In a l l ,  there  w e re  

fo r ty - tw o  in this g roup , f if te en  of whom w e re  m erchants. I f  we  

add the bo o kse lle rs ,  c lo th ie rs  and other small m erchants o th e r ­
w ise  l is ted  the total is tw en ty -o n e  o r  f i f ty  percen t.  T h is  

somewhat lower percentage  of m erchants is offset by th e re  being  

eight m anufacturers  as opposed to only fo u r  in the inactive  group. 
The rem ain d er  of the group consisted of a v a r ie d  assortm ent of

occupations ranging from  a physic ian  to an insurance agent and
80from a student to a baker.

Thus it is evident that at least in composition these  

two groups a re  v e ry  s im ila r .  S o c ia l ly  and p o l it ic a l ly  they took 

p art  in many of the same o rg an iza t io n s . Men from  each group  

w e re  city c o u n c il lo rs ,  bail l ie s  o r  on v a r io u s  boards of d ire c to rs .

In both groups we find men l ik e  W il l ia m  B ro d ie  and P a t r ic k  

L ethem , members of the G lasgow A u x i l ia r y  B ib le  S o c ie ty . T h e re  

w e re  severa l members of the p o l i t ic a l ly  powerful • 'C lique" in each  

group and both had men belonging to the Glasgow Reform

79 B a rc la y  as a sh ip b u ild er  was the only re p re s e n ta t iv e  
from  la rg e  sca le  heavy industry on the Committee.
F o r  convenience t h e r e f o r e ,  he has been included with  
the m anufacturing category  above.

80 Inform ation concerning the committeemen has been 
culled from  a w ide v a r ie ty  of sources the most important  
of which a r e  l is ted  on page253*. F o r  a fu r th e r  breakdown  
see Appendix I.
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A ssociation . Indeed, in almost eve ry  respect they w ere  almost 

I identica l. T h e re  is one s ign ifican t a r e a ,  how ever, in which  

these two groups d i f fe r  m arked ly . The  inactive  m embers, on the  

averag e , rem ained on the committee only three  ye a rs  w hereas  in 

the ac tive  group the ave rag e  period  was eight ye a rs .  F o r  r a th e r  

obvious reasons this should not be s u rp r is in g .  Those who took 

an active  in te re s t  rem ained ac t ive  and on the committee w h ile  

those who lacked in te re s t  soon dropped out. T h e re  a r e  exceptions  

to this as in the case of Colin  McDougall who was a s teadfas t,  if  not 

a very  ac t ive  m em ber, from  1834 until 1851. W il l iam  Brown and 

John F lem ing  w e re  also members of long standing though like  

McDougall v e ry  inactive  ones. T h is  was fa r  from the ru le  as in 

general the members o f the inac t ive  group tended to drop mem ber­
ship f a i r ly  qu ickly . Th e  fo llow ing  ch art  gives a breakdown of the 

average  length of membership of the m erchants and s im ila r  

occupations, the m an u fac tu rers  and all the others  :
M erchant M anufacturers  O th ers  

A ctive  Committeemen 9. 6 y ea rs  6 y e a rs  8 yea rs

Inactive  Committeemen 5 yea rs  1 .4  ye a rs  2. 7 y e a rs  

It Is s ign ificant that the m erchants  in both groups remained  

members fo r  longer p er io d s  than e ith e r  the m anufacturers  of the 

other var ious  occupations. A lso  in both groups the m anufacturers  

had the shortes t tenure  as members. F u r t h e r ,  if  we compare the 

p o l i t ic a l ,  social and p h ila n th ro p ic  ac t iv ity  of the merchants and 

the m a n u fac tu re rs ,  it is evident that the merchants w e re  the more  

active .
B earing  in mind the conflic t between the G arr is o n ia n s  and 

the more m oderate fac tions  in 1840-1 which to re  the Soc ie ty  apart  

when many of the m oderates res igned , we can compare the merchants  

and m anufac tu rers  in another way. A f te r  1841 only th ree  manu­

fa c tu re rs  a re  e v e r  l is ted  as being committeemen, two of whom

64



played no s ign ifican t p a r t  in the S o c ie ty 's  a c t iv it ie s .  Only  

G eorge T h o rb u rn ,  one of the e a r ly  members played any ro le  

at all and even this was s light. A f te r  1844 he seems to have  

w ithdraw n from  ac tive  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in the meetings. On the 

other hand the m erchants  w e re  v e ry  much in evidence. O f the 

tw en ty -one  m erchants o r  s im ila r  occupations that had taken an 

active  ro le  in the G. E .  S .  seventeen w e re  s t il l  members a f te r  

1841 w h ile  one of the o th e r  fo u r ,  John McLeod of A r g y l l ,  had 

died in sh ipw reck . Included in the seventeen w ere  such prominent 

m erchants as W a l te r  Buchanan, G eorge Watson and James T u rn e r .  

Due to th e ir  h ig h er a t tr i t io n  ra te  the m erchants and re la ted  

occupations of the inactive  group lost a p ro p o rt io n a lly  la rg e r  

amount than the ac t ive  group. O f the tw en ty -tw o  in th is  f ie ld ,  
fourteen re ta in e d  membership into the fo r t ie s .  Included w ere  

some v e ry  prom inent men such as John U r e ,  R obert S im pson, John 

F lem in g  and W il l ia m  B ro d ie .  What is s ign ifican t here  is the la rg e  

number of m erchants  who e ith e r  jo ined o r  re ta in ed  th e ir  member­
ship on the committee a f te r  1841. Consequently since membership  

implies approval e ith e r  im plicitly  o r  e x p lic i t ly  it is assumed that a 

great m a jo r ity  of the m erchants  condoned the exceedingly l ibera l  

and at times even rad ica l p o lic ies  which the s e c re ta r ie s  embarked  

upon. Th e  m an ufactu rers  on the o ther hand, can be said to have  

held more m oderate v iew s and w e re  unw ill ing  to given even implied  

approval. Even  a llow ing  fo r  the fact that th ere  w e re  more  

merchants than m anufactu rers  in Glasgow and thus a g re a te r  

pro b a b il ity  that they would have more committeemen both before  

and a f te r  the 1841 sp lit  it is n ev erth e les s  a fact that the merchants  

w e re  propo rtiona l ly m ore w il l in g  to support a society which the 

m an ufactu rers  held to be too l ib e ra l .  A f te r  1841 the G. E . S. can 

be said to f i t  this descrip t ion  because of its v igorous support of 

j  the rad ica l W il l ia m  L lo yd  G a rr is o n .



The honorary and corresponding members compose the 

final segment of the G. E .  S . membership. Included among them 

w ere  some of the most w idely  known men in B r i ta in  and the most 

notorious Am erican abo lition is ts . O th e rs  w e re  much less  

prominent and indeed a few w e re  ra th e r  obscure and known only  

in abo lit ion is ts  c irc le s .  They came from a wide v a r ie ty  of 

backgrounds ranging from a Hindu Brahm in to a F re n c h  noble­

man and from  a radical Church of Scotland m in is te r  to an ex 

fug itive  Am erican slave. Some had great influence on the Socie ty  

and others  w ere  nothing more than names lis ted  in the Annual 

R e p o rts . In i tse lf  the v a r ie ty  is in te re s tin g  but not nec essa ri ly  

important. H o w ev er ,  a b r ie f  descrip tion  of these men serves  not 
just to i l lu s t ra te  this point but much m o re  im portantly  it serves  

as a v ir tu a l  panoram a of the h is to ry  of the G. E . S .  It shows w here  

the in te re s ts  of the Socie ty  lay and it t racks  the growth and 

development of the G. E . S . through its fo rm ative  and active  yea rs .

It can be divided up into th ree  groups -  B r i t is h ,  A m erican  and 

O thers .

Th e  la rges t of these groups was that composed of B r it is h

abo lit ion is ts  with a total of ten honorary  members. The most

important of these, at least to the G. E .  S . , was G eorge Thompson.

Indeed, it  was Thompson who had founded the S o c ie ty  and through

much of its  h istory  he was to have a profound influence over it.

Just a few of his other reform ing in te re s ts  include the repeal of
81the Corn L a w s ,  In ternational P eace  and B r i t is h  India. H is  

influence upon the G. E . S . w ill be discussed in detail la te r  on. 

S u ff ic e  is to say he was a v e ry  popular professiona I re fo rm e r  

with a wide range of in te res ts  and was able to involve the G. E . S. 

in many of them. Joseph S tu rg e  was a wealthy Birmingham merchant 

and C h a r t is t  leader and a member of the S o c ie ty  of F r ie n d s .  As a

81 G eorge W ilso n , H is to r ic a l  Notes of G eorge Thompson's  
Labours  (Manchester I8 6 0 )  p p . 1 -4
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vehement opponent of the p o lic ies  of G a r r is o n  he res ig n ed  his  

membership of the G. E .  S .  in 1841. H is  w ork  in the a r e a  of  

reform  is too well known to make it necessary  to go into it o r  h is  

l i fe  in d e ta i l .  A nother h on orary  member was P a t r ic k  B r e w s te r  

(see page 53. ) . .  Daniel O ’Connell was of course the famous  

Ir ish  M. P .  and one of the most Tfenowned men in B r i ta in  fo r  h is  

work fo r  the re fo rm  of P a r l ia m e n t ,  C a tho lic  E m an cip ation , a n t i ­

s lavery  as well as a host of o ther  issues. L o rd  Brougham , who 

at one time served  as L o rd  C h a n c e l lo r  in G r e y ’ s cab in e t,  w as,  

along w ith  Buxton, one of the most i l lu s t r io u s  ab o lit io n is ts  of 

the day , though he is p robab ly  m ore noted as a proponent of the  

G reat Reform  B il l  than fo r  his anti s la v e ry  a c t iv ity .  M cG reg o r  

L a i r d  was a well known lead er  of the F r e e  T r a d e  movement as

well as his w ork  fo r  the cu lt iva tion  of trade  with A f r ic a  as  a
82means to combat the s lave  trad e . As well as being a V ic e -  

P re s id e n t  of the G. E .  S .  , John Dennistoun was fo r  a time an 

honorary  member of the S o c ie ty  (see page 41. ). Th e  las t th ree  

in this group w e re  men of much less re n o w n  to the general public  

with in te res t  in them mainly confined to abo lit ion is t c i r c le s .  O f  

these, James Johnston, the f i r s t  t re a s u r e r  of the G. E .  S .  has 

a lread y  been d iscussed (see page 45. K Rev. D r .  R obert Burns  

was o r ig in a lly  a Church of Scotland  m in is te r  in P a is le y  who had 

joined the F r e e  Church in 1843 and had gone to A m erica  and
}
,Canada in 1 84 3 -4  to s o l ic it  funds fo r  the new church. Upon his 

sre tu rn  he immediately re g re t te d  not having come out m ore strongly  

^against s la v e ry  w h ile  on his mission and had taken p a rt  in a public 

■ meeting held by the G .E .  S . to w arn  the F r e e  Church about holding 

fe llowship with s lavehold ing churches in the A m erican  South.

82 F o r  a short sketch of the l ive s  of Brougham , L a i r d ,
O ’C o nne ll,  B r e w s te r  and S tu rg e  see D ic t io n ary  of National 
B io g rap h y , L e s l ie  Stephen (ed. ) (London 1868 63 vols. ) V I ,  
304 , 4 4 9 -5 8 ,  X X X I  4 0 7 - 8 ,  X L  I 3 7 3 -8 9 ,  L V  130 -1 . There  
is also a d iscussion of S tu rg e  in G. D. H. C o le 's  book 
C h a rt is t  P o r t r a i t s  (New  Y o r k  1 965) pp. 1 6 3 -8 6
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L a te r  he em igrated to T o ro n to ,  Canada, w h e r e  he became  

m in is te r  of Knox Church and la te r  P ro fe s s o r  of C h r is t ia n

Evidences and Church H is to ry  at Knox C o lleg e , Toronto . The  

last member of this group was Rev. Thomas R oberts  of the B r is to l
84and C lifton  Anti S la v e ry  S o c ie ty  and an abo lition is t of long standing.

Of the ten , four w e re  at one time o r  another in tim ately  bound up with  

the actual w ork in g  of the Soc ie ty  and in some way influenced it.

These w e re  Johnston, S tu rg e ,  B re w s te r  and Thompson. Another  

fo u r ,  O 'C o n n e l l ,  L a i r d ,  Dennistoun and B u rn s , took p a r t  in its  

a f fa irs  but only to a m inor degree. L o rd  Brougham and Rev.
Roberts  had l i t t le  o r  nothing to do with the Soc ie ty .

The hon orary  and corresponding  m em bers from the United  

States  made up the next la rgest group with nine members. By 

fa r  the most important of these was W il l iam  L lo yd  G a r r is o n ,  the 

extrem e rad ica l re fo rm e r  from  Boston, Massachusetts. It was 

G a rr is o n  who had been responsible fo r  o r ig in a tin g  the abo lition ist  

movement in A m erica  when he founded his newspaper The L ib e ra to r  

in 1830. It was also due to his ins istance on bringing in 

extraneous issues into the a n t is la v e ry  c ru sad e , ranging from  

a n t ic le r ic a l is m  to W oman's R ig h ts , that was resp o n s ib le  fo r  the 

eventual b reak  up in the movement into two contending factions. 

F r e d e r ic k  Douglass of L y n n ,  M assachusetts was an ex fugitive  

slave who t ra v e l le d  to B r i ta in  in 1 84 5 -6  and again in 1859. At 

f i r s t  a loyal supporte r o f G a rr is o n  , he was la te r  to become a 

b itte r  antagonist o v e r  the issue of "No Union with S lave h o ld ers" .

James N. Buffum , a Q uaker and also of L y n n ,  Massachusetts, 

was another leading A m erican  abo lit ion is t and accompanied

83 G .E .  S .  M inute Book I I I ,  1 August 1844 
S c o tt ,  F a s t i  E c c le s ia e  S coticanae I I I ,  176

84 G. E .  S .  Annual R eport 1835 , p. 39

83
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Douglass to B r i ta in  in 184 5 -6  during the F r e e  Church Con­

tro v e rs y . U n like  Douglass, Buffum remained a strong supporte r  

of G a rr is o n .  H enry  C. W rig h t of P h ilad e lp h ia  was a fanatica l  

abo lition is t and anti w a r  le c tu r e r  who came to B r i ta in  in 1841 

and remained to w ork with Buffum , Douglass and G a rr is o n  during  

the F r e e  Church C o ntroversy . He also was a strong supporte r  

of G a rr is o n .  James McCune Sm ith has been discussed (see pages 61 -2 )  

though it might be added that as a close f r ien d  of Douglass he also  

became estranged from G a rr is o n .  Rev. Nathanial Paul of 

W ilb e r fo rc e  S e tt lem ent, U p p er  Canada was a black Baptist  

m in is ter  who came to B r i ta in  in 1833 seeking aid fo r  a group of 

negro refugees in O ntario . A s  agent fo r  the colony he spent four
y e a r s  in B r i ta in  and collected over $68 ,000 all o f which went

85tow ard  paying his expenses and he re tu rned  empty handed.
James G. B irn e y  from Kentucky was an ex s laveho lder in Alabama  

who became an abo litionist in 1832. In 1840 and again in 1844 he ran  

fo r  P re s id e n t  of the United  S ta tes  under the standard of the L ib e r ty  

P a r ty .  In 1840 he, along with o th e r  prominent a b o lit io n is ts ,  

seceded from  the Am erican Anti S la v e ry  S o c ie ty  due to th e ir
86opposition to G arr iso n  and form ed th e ir  own anti s la ve ry  society.

A r th u r  Tappan was a wealthy s i lk  merchant from New  Y o rk  and one

of the most important leaders  of the A m erican  abo lition ist movement.

He also broke with G a rr is o n  in 1840 and l ike  many o th e rs ,  became  
87his b i t te r  c r i t ic .  F in a l ly ,  Rev. H iram  H. Kellogg of G a le s v i l le ,  

I l l in o is  was the head of Knox C o lleg e , I l l in o is  and of course  an 

abo lit ion is t.  He was a f r ie n d  of A r th u r  Tappan and v is ited  B r i ta in

85 L o u is  Ruchames (ed. ) Th e  L e t te r s  of W il l iam  L lo yd  G a r r is o n ,
A  House D iv id ing  Against I ts e lf  1836-^0 (C am bridge , Mass.
1 971 - )  | | ,  53.

86 Ib id , p. 35

87 Ib id ,  p. X X IX
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in 1843 as a delegate to the Second W orld  Anti S la v e ry  C o n-  
88i vention. O f these nine men a l l ,  w ith the exception of A r th u r

.
Tappan , had taken an ac t ive  p a r t  in one o r  more meetings of the 

Society  and all had v is ited  B r i ta in  fo r  a period  of months o r  even  

ye a rs  as in the case of W rig h t  and P a u l.  Taken together they 

i l lu s t ra te  r a th e r  pointedly the d iv is ions that w ere  to plague the  

Am erican movement. O f the nine who had all supported G a rr is o n  

at one time o r  another at least four -  Sm ith , D oug lass , B irn ey  and 

Tappan -  came to oppose him. O f the rem aining four (excluding  

G a rr is o n )  Buffum, Paul and W rig h t rem ained  loyal and it is  

assumed that K e llogg held a to le ra n t attitude toward him.
T h e  final group of four consists of men quite remote from the 

ac tiv ity  of the G. E .  S . and none of them played any ro le  o r  

in fluenced  the S o c ie ty  to any degree . The f i r s t  and undoubtedly 

the most famous of all the honorary  members was the M arquis  de 

L a faye tte .  Known throughout the Continent and B r i ta in  as one 

of F r a n c e 's  leading l ib e r a ls  and re v e re d  in the U n ited  S ta tes  fo r  

his p a rt ic ip a tio n  in the A m erican  R evo lu tion , he accepted appoint­
ment as an ho n o rary  member in a le t te r  of John M u rra y  just p r io r

89to his death in 1834. H is  son, G eorge Washington L a fa y e tte  

and s o n - in - la w ,  V ic to r  de T r a c e y ,  both members of the highly  

a r is to c ra t ic  S o c ie te  pour L 'A b o l i t io n  de L 'E s c la v a g e  w ere  sub­

sequently appointed to the ro le s  of honorary  and corresponding

members. It might be added that de T ra c e y  was also a member of
90the Chamber o f D eputies  at the time. T h e  final honorary  member

88 A b le  and K l in g b e rg ,  A  S id e -L ig h t  on A n g lo -A m erican  
Rel ations p. 1 39 , n. 107

89 G .E .  S . Minute Book I ,  L a fa y e tte  to M u r ra y ,  1 May 1834

90 G. E .  S . Annual R ep o rt.  1835 , p. 14, 1837 p. 46.
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was an Indian from  C a lcu tta  named Dw arkanauth T a g o re .  T a g o re

was one o f the la rg e s t  m erchants in C a lcu tta  as w ell as being

one of In d ia ’ s leading re fo rm e rs  in both the social and commercial 
91area s . H is  appointment as hon orary  member in 1842 was due 

solely to the instiga tion  of G eorge Thompson who was p re p a r in g  

to go to India at the inv itation  o f T a g o re .  U n like  the o ther two 

groups which consisted mainly of men w ork in g , and w ork in g  h a rd ,  

fo r  the end of s la v e r y ,  th is group was composed of men appointed  

to add a deg ree  of prom inence to the membership of the S o c ie ty .

T h e  same of course could be sa id  of L o rd  Brougham and Daniel 

O 'Connell though at least they had taken an active  p a rt  in the  

B r it is h  abo lit ion is t movement.
T h e  hon orary  and corresponding  members make up a p ic tu re  

of the h is to ry  of the G. E .  S .  Some w e re  m en who g re a t ly  influenced  

the Soc ie ty  l ik e  G eorge Thompson and W il l iam  L lo yd  G a rr is o n .  
O th e rs  re f le c t  p a r t ic u la r  crusades the G. E . S . was involved in 

such as D o ug lass , Buffum and W rig h t and the F r e e  Church  

C o n tro v e rs y .  Rev. B u rn s ,  Johnston and Smith had been involved  

in the running of the S o c ie ty  and when they left to A m erica  they 

w e re  honoured fo r  th e ir  w ork . Th e  la rg e  number of hon orary  

members from  A m e r ic a  re f le c t  the o v e r - r id in g  concern of the G. E . S .  

with s la v e ry  in the U n ited  S ta tes . S tu rg e ,  Thompson, B re w s te r  

and G a rr is o n  w e re  all c losely  involved w ith the d is c o rd  which  

broke out in the S o c ie ty  in 184 0 -1 .  Brougham , L a fa y e tte  and 

O 'Connell re f le c t  the concern of the G. E . S . to ach ieve some 

m easure of re s p e c ta b il i ty  by having well known names on its  

ro les .  The membership of Dw arkanauth  T a g o re  i l lu s tra te s  

the r a th e r  ephemeral in te re s t  the G. E . S .  had in India as compared  

to A m erica .  They w e re  a highly d iv e rs if ie d  group as w e re  the 

a c t iv it ie s  of the G .E .  S .  but they w ere  all linked together in th e ir  

opposition to s la v e ry .

91 Ib id, 1842 p. 19-20



Between the y e a rs  1833 and 1851 there  w e re  one hundred  

and fo r ty -o n e  o f f ic ia l ly  lis ted  members of the G. E .  S . Tak ing  into 

account those that w e re  lis ted  under more than one heading it 

breaks down thus :

O ff ic e rs  19 (including 6 c le rgy)

C le rg y  31

H o n o rary  and

Corresponding  M em bers 23 (including 1 committeeman
1 c le rg y  and 2 o ff iceho lders)

S u b-to ta l ’ 151
Minus 7 c le rg y ,

1 committeeman

2 o ff iceh o ld e rs  141
Taken  as a w ho le , the o rg an iza t io n  involved men of more than

averag e  ab il i ty  with a high moral p resence and social con­
sciousness. In the main they w e re  in f a i r ly  com fortable  

circum stances with time and d e s ire  enough to support a cause 

they fe lt  deserved  attention. As the Socie ty  developed changes 

took p lace  both in the leadersh ip  and in the committee and these 

changes a re  the essence of the fo llow ing  chapters .
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C H A P T E R  I I I

Development and Success of the Glasgow Emancipation Socie ty

•'That this m eeting, convinced that S la v e ry  is inconsistent

with the s p ir i t  and precepts  o f C h r is t ia n ity ,  and subversive of

the best in te re s ts  of mankind, -  R eso lves , that a Socie ty  be now

formed to prom ote its U n iv e rs a l  ex t in c t io n . Thus at a public

meeting on Decem ber 12, 1833 in Rev. D r .  W a rd la w 's  Chapel

the Glasgow Em ancipation S o c ie ty  came into o ffic ia l existence.
T h re e  p r io r  meetings had been held in o rd e r  to set up this

meeting and fo rm u la te  a constitution under which it would opera te .

At the f i r s t  such meeting held in the C h r is t ia n  and P h ilan th ro p ic
Agency H ouse, An Appeal to the F r ie n d s  of N eg ro  Emancipation

Throughout G re a t  B r i ta in  by W il l ia m  L loyd  G a rr is o n  was read.

In it G a r r is o n  pleaded fo r  support from the B r i t is h  abo lition ists

on behalf of th e ir  Am erican  cou nterp arts  by way of supporting fo r
th ree  ye a rs  the a n t is la v e ry  mission to the Un ited  S ta tes  of George  

2
Thompson. The  meeting decided to set up a society fo r  this  

purpose with the goal of w ork ing  toward un iversa l emancipation.

A  sub-com m ittee was appointed which met the follow ing day to 

d raw  up reso lu t io ns  fo rm u la t in g  such a society and on Decem ber
3

10 a full Committee met and approved th e ir  w ork . F o r  o ver  four  

decades this soc iety w orked fo r  the un iversa l abolition of s lavery  

but it was between the yea rs  of 1833 and 1840 that it was to 

achieve its  g rea tes t  successes.

T h e  reasons fo r  the form ation of the G .E .  S . can be traced  

back to two p r im a ry  and severa l secondary causes. G a r r is o n 's

1 G. E .  S . Annual R eport 1835 , p. 3 "Resolu tions adopted at the 
form ation of th e S o c ie ty ,  12th Decem ber 1833"

2 G. E .  S .  Annual R eport 1835 , pp. 9 -1 0

3 G. E .  S .  M inute Book I ,  6 Decem ber 1833, 7 Decem ber 1833,
10 Decem ber 1833.
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t r ip  to B r i ta in  in 1833 , ostens ib ly  to ra ise  funds fo r  a negro

j vocational school, and in fac t fo r  combating the w o r k  of the
4

Am erican  C o lon ization  S o c ie ty  p ro v id e d  the cata lyst fo r  its  

form ation. T h e  A m erican  ab o lit io n is ts  of whom G a rr is o n  was 

only one of many, w e re  deeply in te res ted  in the w ork  of the 

B r it is h  abo lit ion is ts  not only to lea rn  th e ir  techniques but to 

acq u ire  an au ra  of re s p e c ta b il i ty  through a ff i l ia t io n  and recog ­

nition. G a r r is o n 's  t r ip  should be v iew ed as an attempt to gather  

about h im self this c loak o f re s p e c ta b il i ty  provided by the 

successful B r i t is h  ab o lit io n is ts .  As fa r  as the Glasgow  

organ ization  was concerned he was eminently successful. H is  

acquaintance and fr ien d sh ip  w ith G eorge Thompson provided the 

necessary  link which led to the establishment of the G. E .  S .

B e fo re  his t r ip  l i t t le  a ttention had been paid by the B r i t is h  

abo lit ion is ts  concerned as they w e re  getting r id  of s la v e ry  in 

th e ir  own co lon ies , to the newly emerging A m erican  movement. 

Thompson's enthusiasm fo r  the p o lic ie s  of G a rr iso n  stimulated his  

d r iv e  to estab lish  a n t is la v e ry  soc ie ties  throughout B r i ta in  fo r  

un iversa l emancipation. G a r r is o n  had invited Thompson to v is it  

A m erica  to w o rk  fo r  this end. To  avoid any c r i t ic is m  in the 

U nited  S ta tes  as to who was supporting this ven ture  G a rr is o n  had
i

requested that Thompson be to ta lly  subsid ized by B r i t is h  organizations.' 

In any event n e ith e r  G a r r is o n  nor the New  England A n t i -s la v e r y  

Socie ty  which he rep res en ted  could a ffo rd  to pay fo r  the mission so 

n e c essa ri ly  the funds had to come from  the B r i t is h .  Consequently  

Thompson set about o rg an iz in g  a number of soc ieties  with this

4 M e r r i l l , Against Wind And T id e  p. 66.
W . P .  G a r r is o n  and F .  J. G a r r is o n ,  W il l iam  L lo yd  G a rr is o n  
1 8 0 5 -1 8 7 9 ,  Th e  S to ry  o f H is  L i fe  To ld  by his C h ild ren  
(New Y o rk  1 885 4 vol s. ) 1, 352-79.

5 G. E . S .  Annual R eport 18 3 5 , pp. 9 -1 0
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purpose in mind. On O ctober 25 th , 1833 he v is ited  and 

organ ized  such a society in Ed inburgh. L a t e r  in G lasgow , using  

the fra m e w o rk  of the Glasgow Anti S la v e ry  Soc ie ty  (in existence  

since 1823) he o rgan ized  the Em ancipation Socie ty  p u re ly  fo r  the
g

purpose of su p p o rtin g  his t r ip  to the U n ited  S ta tes . It must be 

rem em bered that Thompson had been an Agency Committee le c tu re r
7

against W est Indian s la v e ry  and that once this had been abolished  

he found h im self out of a job. As a professional a g i ta to r ,  which  

in essence was exac tly  what he w as , this put him in a d iff icu lt  

position . It should be made c le a r  that although Thompson was a 

professional ag ita to r  he was no t a m ercenary  as some of his 

d e tra c to rs  attempted to make him out to be. N e v e r th e le s s ,  his  

advocacy of many d iffe ren t causes, though always in the l ib e ra l  
sp h ere , exposed him to such c r it ic is m . A  tr ip  to the Un ited  S ta tes  

would enhance his reputation as a re fo rm e r  and p ro v id e  fu r th e r  

f ie ld s  fo r  agitation and incidenta lly  sustenance. Thus a society  

l ike  the G. E .  S . o rgan ized  fo r  his support could s e rv e  the purpose  

of enhancing his reputation  and prov id ing  a basis fo r  fu r th e r  

agitation. G a r r is o n ’ s tr ip  then can be said to be of paramount 
im portance in the establishment of the G. E. S . as it brought 

together v e ry  important fo rces  at w o rk  in the f ie ld  of agitation  

and d iv e r te d  th e ir  d ire c t io n  from im peria l to un iversa l attention. 

F u r t h e r ,  the t r ip  served  to i l lu s tra te  the accomplishments of 

B r ita in  in the a n t i -s la v e ry  f ie ld  and em phasize th e ir  leadersh ip .  

Thus G a r r is o n ’s journey  to England served  a dual purpose as it 

established him , at least in B r i t is h  eyes , as the leading Am erican  

abo lition is t and it founded a new movement w ith in  B r i t a in ,  i . e .  

the movement fo r  w o r ld  w ide em ancipation . T h is  had been his
g

intention and with the help of men l ike  Thompson he succeeded.

6 G. E .  S .  Minute Book I ,  6 Decem ber 1833 
T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  p. 23

7 Rucham es, T h e  L e t te r s  of W il l ia m  L loyd  G a rr is o n  I I ,  xxx.
S tephen , Anti - S I  avery  Recol I ections p. 148

8 See»»Garrison to the Board  of M anagers of the New  England
A n t i -S la v e r y  Socie ty"in  The  L i b e r a t o r , 7 Septem ber 1833.



O th e r  fo rc e s  w e re  p re s e n t ,  how ever, which added to the

formation of the G. EE. S .  T h e  s trugg le  against colonial s la v e r y ,

which in the case of G lasgow had o f f ic ia l ly  commenced in 1823 ,

had le ft  a fee ling  of deep d is tru s t  towards the W est Indian p lan te rs .

Many b i t te r  w ords had passed between the p ro  and a n t i -s la v e ry

factions and in the eyes of the local abo lit ion is ts  the e x - s la v e -

holders could not be tru s te d  in the adm in is tra tion  of the a p p re n t ic e -  
9

ship system. P a r i  lament had placed the burden of establish ing  

the necessary  fra m e w o rk  fo r  the implementation of its A p p re n t ic e ­

ship Act on the co lo n ia l  le g is la tu re s  ra th e r  than adm in is tering  it 

d ire c t  from  London. T h ese  le g is la tu re s ,  which P a r l ia m e n t had 

fo r  y ea rs  been a ttem pting  to p re s s u re  into am elio ra ting  th e ir  s lave  

law s, w e re  of course absolutely  dominated by the p lan te rs .  T im e  

and again these p la n te rs  had complained about, ignored o r  fa i led  

to c a r ry  out d ire c t iv e s  from  P a r l ia m e n t  and the Colonial O ff ic e .
So it was when they w e re  given the resp o n s ib il ity  of g radu a lly  

emancipating the s laves  many abo lit ion is ts  considered it w ise  

to keep a sharp eye on the p la n te rs ' a c t iv it ie s .  T h is  suspicion  

is borne out as e a r ly  as June 1835 when the G. E . S . passed a

9 S e e  Footnote 16 in p a r t  II of Chapter 1

10 B u rn ,  Em ancipation and A pprenticesh ip  pp. 8 1 -2  
W ill ia m  L a w  M ath ieson, B r i t is h  S la v e ry  and its  A bolit ion  
1823 -38  (London 1926) p p . 1 5 4 -6 4 ,  172 -4 .
M ath ieson, B r i t is h  S la v e  Em ancipation p. 2
D a v is ,  " T h e  E m ergence  of Immediatism in B r i t is h  and
Am erican  A n t is la v e ry  Thought" p. 219
N e g ro  A ppren ticesh ip  in the Colonies -  A  Review  of the
Report of the S e le c t  Committee of the House of Commons
(London 1837) p. 7
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j
resolution  in support of Buxton’ s p roposed  inqu iry  into a lleged

vio la tions of the A pprenticeship  Act. ^  It is also symptomatic of

the doc tr ine  of immediate and unconditional emancipation which
1 2dominated B r i t is h  a n t i -s la v e ry  thought a f te r  1830. F u r t h e r ,

the abo lit ion is ts  who had been responsib le  fo r  the e lim ination  of

colonial s la ve ry  w e r e ,  as we have seen, avid businessmen and

fe lt  that the enormous sum of £ 20m should not be handed o v e r  without
1 3a f irm  guarantee that the public would get its money’ s w orth .

It is s ignificant that one of the f i r s t  soc ie ties  formed with this in

mind was in the intensely commercial atmosphere of G lasgow.

These men had no intention of a llow ing £20m  to be squandered

simply from  neglecting to enforce the Apprenticesh ip  Act o r

perm itt ing  the p la n te rs  to re in troduce  s la v e ry  through the

a r b i t r a r y  e re c t io n  of d iscr im in a to ry  vagrancy laws. That this
attitude p re v a ile d  throughout B r i ta in  as a whole is borne out

by a reso lu tion  passed at an an t is la v e ry  meeting held in London’s
E x e te r  Hall on 11th Ju ly , 1837. The  reso lu tion  stated :

"That this meeting is convinced from the specimens 
a lread y  fu rn ished , that unless the p ro g res s  of that 
descrip tion  of Colonial L eg is la t io n  which is intended  
under general t i t le s  of law  more p e c u lia r ly  to affect  
the N egro  population, be c a re fu l ly  and anxiously  
watched by the B r i t is h  public S la v e ry  w ill  be 
continued under new form s fo r  many generations  
a f te r  the close of the term  of the present  
A p prenticesh ip . "14

W ell be fore  the passing of the Act B r i t is h  abo lit ion is ts  had o f f ic ia l ly

come out against Apprenticeship as a solution and w ere  s trong ly  in

11 G. E .  S . Minute Book I ,  9 June 1835

12 D a v is ,  "The  Em ergence of Immediatism in B r i t is h  and 
A m erican  A n tis la v e ry  Thought" p. 2 0 9 -3 0
S e e  Footnote 12 in p a r t  II of Ch. I

13 Glasgow A r g u s , 24 Septem ber 1835. F o r  the abo lit ion is ts '  
position regard ing  the proposed compensation of £ 2 0m to 
the s lave  ow ners see Scots  T im e s , 6 August 1833.

14 Resolutions Passed at an A n t i -S la v e r y  Meeting at E x e te r  H a l l ,
On the 11 th of July^ 1837. T h is  c i r c u la r  is located at the 
Rhodes House L i b r a r y ,  O xfo rd  in 100.221 & 34.
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favour of immediate and unconditional emancipation. H o w e v e r ,

as p rac t ica l  men they re a l iz e d  that it was the best of a bad deal

knowing full well that they could h a rd ly  expect to have all th e ir
1 5demands fu lf i l le d .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  th e ir  unw illingness to tru s t

the W est Indian p la n te rs  was manifested in the o rgan iza tion  of

societies l ike  the Ed inburgh  and Glasgow groups to keep a

c r i t ic a l  eye on th e ir  a c t iv i t ie s .

F in a l ly ,  it should be recognized  that there  was a de fin ite

re luctance to disband any o rgan iza tion  such as the Glasgow A n t i -

S la v e ry  S o c ie ty  which had proved  so e ffective  as a po lit ica l

p re s s u re  group jus t  because it had succeeded in atta in ing its
1 6p r im a ry  ob jective . A f te r  all in the re la t iv e ly  b r ie f  period  

between 1823 and 1833 it had, along with o ther such so c ie t ie s ,  
successfu lly  overcom e the strong opposition of the W est Indian  

in te re s ts  in P a r l ia m e n t and accomplished at least part ia l  
emancipation of the s laves with f ina l freedom only a few  years  

away. The  G. E .  S . took the position that w h ile  there  w ere  many 

d iffe ren t  in te re s ts  rep res en ted  in P a rl iam en t and w h ile  the West  

Indian in te re s ts  w e re  by no means unimportant when a question at 

issue touched n e ith e r  a m em ber's  p a r t ic u la r  concerns, nor those 

of his p a r ty ,  they could expect to convince him to vote according  

to his conception of p r in c ip le  and o f course the national good. 

Thus the hum anitarian  appeal of the abo lition is ts  could be very  

effec tive  even without m ajor in te re s ts  o r  la rg e  popular support

15 S tephen , A n t i -S la v e r y  Recollec tions p. 121 
B u rn ,  Em ancipation  and Apprenticesh ip  p. 88 
T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  p. xi
D a v is ,  " T h e  Em ergence of Immediatism in B r i t is h  and 
A m erican  Anti s la v e ry  Thought" passim .

16 R ic e ,  " T h e  S co tt ish  F a c to r  in the F igh t Against Am erican  
S la v e ry "  p. 12
T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  p p .x i ,  x i i .
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on its  side as long as they could p rove  that th e ir  goals would not

in ju re  B r i ta in 's  o ve ra ll  pos ition or in some way p erso na lly  affect
1 7a m a jo r ity  of M. P . ' s .  T h e  G. E .  S . was to continue to petition

and m em oria lize  both P a r l ia m e n t  and the sovere ign from  its

inception til l  the v e ry  end in 1876 always to influence the state

to take measure fo r  its  ends o r  to inform it of a situation it held

to be a v io la tion  of the law  o r  m o ra lity .  It was because of this

be lie f  that its w ork  was not yet completed and its ab il i ty  to in

some way fu r th e r  the cause of the s lave in o ther p a r ts  of the w o r ld
that the Glasgow Anti S la v e ry  Soc ie ty  was unw ill ing  to disband
a fte r  it had accomplished its  o b jec t ,  fo r  as hum anitarians the

members of the G. E . S . knew about and w e re  deeply concerned

with both the u n iversa l s lave  tra d e  and s lave ry .  It would be
foolish to d isso lve  an o rg an iza t io n  that had helped to do so much

good when there  was s t i l l  so much more to do.

The Glasgow Em ancipation S o c ie ty  was not m ere ly  a band
of l ib e ra l  hum anitarians gathered together to f ight s la ve ry  fo r  lack
of a b e tte r  cause. It was form ed through a combination of events ,

attitudes and p e rs o n a l it ie s  which sought a v a r ie ty  of goals all

linked in some way w ith the w ord " s la v e ry " .  G a r r is o n 's  t r ip  to

B r i ta in  seeking support fo r  the A m erican  movement f i re d  the idea

of in ternationa l s la v e ry  and consequently un iversa l emancipation.

The S o c ie ty 's  p a r t ia l  success in the cause of B r i t is h  slaves enabled

them to turn its attention in this d irec t io n . S ince  the United

Sta tes  was in tim ate ly  connected with B r i ta in  in so many w ays , the
1 8United  S ta tes  was the logical focal point of its ac t iv ity .

G a r r is o n 's  inv ita t ion  to Thompson to crusade in A m erica  at 
B r it is h  expense gave the S o c ie ty  a tangible program m e w hereby it 

might ac tua lly  feel as though it w e re  accomplishing this end. As

17 R. A . Austin  and W. D. S m ith ,  "Images of A fr ic a n  and 
B r it is h  s lave  tra d e  A bolit ion  : the trans ition  to an 
Im p e r ia l is t  ideology 1 7 8 7 -1807"  A fr ic a n  H is to r ic a l  
Studies v o l . II no. 1 (1969)

18 F r a n k  T h is t le th w a i te ,  The  A n g lo -A m e rican  Connection in
the E a r ly  N ineteen th  C en tu ry  (P h ilade lp h ia  1959) Ch. 1 
passim, and p p . 1 0 8 -9
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f a r  as the A m erican  ab o lit io n is ts  w ere  concerned, it had the

des ired  e ffect of connecting the highly respectable  B r i t is h

movement under the d istingu ished leadersh ip  of C la rk s o n ,

Buxton, Brougham and o thers  with the new and as yet u n -
1 9distinguished A m erican  movement. Th is  connection was in it ia l ly

undertaken by the Scott ish  soc ie ties  and la te r  by the B r i t is h

movement as a whole. A t the same time the B r i t is h  abo lition ists

wanted to insure  the absolute success of the ir  own w o rk  in the

West Ind ies , insecu re  as they w e re  as to the Apprenticeship

programme. O f  course none of this would have been possib le

without the p ro p e r  m otivation which w as , as we have seen,

existant in B r i ta in  as a whole in this age of fe rv id  Evangelica l  
20a c t iv ity .  A ll these aspects w e re  important at one phase o r

another in the development of the G. E .  S ,

T he  p re c is e  fra m e w o rk  of the G .E .  S . was set up by a

ser ies  of reso lu tions  passed in its  f i r s t  public meeting on

Decem ber 12th, 1833. These  reso lu tio ns , w h ile  not apprec iab ly
d iffe ren t from those that set up many ph ilan th rop ic  so c ie t ie s ,  do

neverthe less  give some indication as to the sort of men that went

to make up its membership. T h e  f i r s t  resolution  stated as we have
seen that since s la v e ry  was incons is tent with C h r is t ia n ity  and the

best in te res ts  of mankind a society fo r  un iversa l em ancipation be

set up. Thus a new d ire c t io n  is se t ,  that of w orld  w ide ra th e r

than m ere ly  colonial emancipation. It also shows a deep concern

with C h r is t ia n  p r in c ip le s  which was c e r ta in ly  not uncommon among
21the o th e r  p h ila n th ro p ic  soc ie ties  of the day. Resolution II

19 Ib id ,  p. 108

20 C h r is t in e  B o lt ,  The  Anti S la v e ry  Movement and R e ­
con struc tion , A  Study in A n g lo -A m e rican  C o -op era tion  
183 3 -77  (O x fo rd  U n iv e rs ity  P re s s  1969) p. 5

21 Ibid.
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m ere ly  states that the society shall be ca lled  the Glasgow

Em ancipation S o c ie ty .  Th e  th ird  reso lves  to give financial aid

to G eorge Thompson on h is  mission to A m erica  fo r  th ree  y e a rs  o r

longer. The  fourth  reso lu tion  states f irm ly  that the society is

w il l in g  to w ork  sep a ra te ly  o r  in concert w ith o ther  societies.

T h is  gives notice of the so c ie ty 's  independence which is re ta in ed

throughout its h is to ry  and which it even went so fa r  as to recommend

to other soc ie ties  such as it did in 1853 in an address to the

M anchester Anti S la v e ry  Union which w a s  then in the process of 
22form ing. Resolution  V .  states that membership is open to all

who a re  f r ie n d ly  tow ard  th e ir  object and who contribute the sum of

5s p e r  y e a r .  T h is  subscrip tion  of 5s p er  y e a r ,  w h ile  it would tend
to keep out the w ork in g  c lass  was not n e a rly  so high as some of the

23B ib le  soc ie ties  asked fo r .  Th e  final reso lu tion  appointed the 

officeh o lders  and Committee of the society and gave them the pow er

22 G. E .  S . M inute Book I V t 20 Decem ber 1853

23 T h e  G lasgow B ib le  S o c ie ty  and the Glasgow Socie ty  fo r  
Prom oting C h r is t ia n ity  among the Jews asked fo r  10s 6d 
per annum as did the G lasgow  A u x i l ia ry  Socie ty  in aid 
of the B aptis t  M ission and T ra n s la t io n s  in India. It 
should also be pointed out that the low and by no means 
secure  wages of the fac to ry  w o rk e rs ,  w e a v e rs ,  day 
labourttS etc. made it almost impossible fo r  them to join  
the S o c ie ty  even had they the d e s ire  to do so. Most
of th e ir  earn ings  went tow ard  consumption meaning 
food, clothes and s h e lte r  w ith l i t t le  le ft  over fo r  
am enities l ike  membership in the G. E .  S .
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\ to add members to themselves; that a quorum of seven was

necessary  fo r  a meeting to be held; and that any m in is ter  being a

member o r  s u b s c r ib e r  of the society would autom atically  be on 
24

the committee. Th e  requ irem ent that seven be a quorum fo r  a 

va lid  meeting was often broken during  periods of slack in te re s t  o r  

when action was d es ired  quickly  and th e re  was insuffic ient tim e to 

gather together the re q u ire d  number. A lso w hether through o v e r ­

sight o r  in ten t,  sev era l  m in is te rs  who w e re  sub scrib ers  w e re  

n ev er  l is ted  as committeemen. The basic s tru c tu re  of the society  

was simple in that it stated its object and set up the m achinery to 

w ork tow ard  it. The  d if f ic u lty  lay in achieving it.

The f i r s t  and p r im a ry  object of the G .E .  S . was the support  

of G eorge Thompson in A m erica . It was not, how ever, b linded to the 

fact that his in te r fe re n c e  in the domestic a f fa irs  of any fore ign  state  

and esp ec ia lly  those o f the U n ited  S ta tes  would be met with  

ho s ti l i ty .  The  in te rp re ta t io n  Thompson and consequently the 

G . E .  S . gave to the t r ip  was that he was going m erely  to convince  

the A m erican s  to b r in g  p re s s u re  to bear on th e ir  own Government 

to get the s laves  emancipated. Thompson was going to w arn  them

that all l ib e r ty  would soon be abolished in th e ir  country if they
25continued to to le ra te  s la v e ry .

Th e  danger of in te r fe r in g  in the internal a f fa irs  of o ther  

countries  was fu r th e r  brought home to the members of the Socie ty  

in a le t te r  from  L o rd  S u ff ie ld  in re p ly  to one from John M u rra y  

seeking h is  opinion as to the ad v isa b il i ty  of requesting the KincJ to 

instruct the M in is te r  of F o re ig n  A f fa irs  and ambassadors to en ter

24 F o r  R esolutions see G. E .  S . Minutes Book 1, 12 Decem ber  
1833. S ee  also Glasgow A r g u s , 16 Decem ber 1833.

25 G. E .  S . Annual R eport  1835, pp. 7 -9
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into fo re ign  correspondence with slave holding countries  to p reva il

upon them to f r e e  th e ir  s laves . L o rd  S u ff ie ld  stated that he would

not adv ise attempting to get the U n ited  S ta tes  to abolish s lave ry  as

the e f fo r ts  would only r e ta r d  its  abolition due to th e ir  resentment

of B r i t is h  in te r fe re n c e  in th e ir  in ternal a f fa irs .  L o rd  S u ff ie ld

went on to say :

MI w ill confess my b e l ie f  that exc lus ive attention to 
the final extinction  of it  (s la v e ry )  in our own 
C o lo n ies , the p eaceab le , the safe and sa lu tory  and 
the p rosp erous  term ination  of human bondage among 
our fe llow  subjects w il l  do more to put an end to 
s lavery  in o th e r  p a r ts  of the W o rld  than at present  
can be done by o ther means. " 26

and he went on to recommend the diffusion of re l ig io u s  knowledge to
the newly emancipated B r i t is h  s laves  as a m ore e ffec tive  way to

fight fo re ign  s la v e ry .  Thomas Fow ell  Buxton, the other important

a n t i -s la v e ry  lead er  in P a r l ia m e n t ,  w ro te  a s im ila r  le t te r  to M u rra y
27recommending success of the B r i t is h  plan f i r s t  as an example.

Th is  was not at all the kind of rep ly  the committee wanted who,
flushed with the abo lition  of s la v e ry  in August and enthusiastic

over the forthcom ing Thompson m ission, we re  keen to launch

another campaign of m em oria ls  and petitions to London and public

meetings and propaganda throughout the res t  of the country.

M eanw hile  the G .E .  S . w aited  fo r  the d e p a rtu re  of Thompson

on his mission. Thompson h o w eve r,  had been seeking additional
28support from the Agency Committee in London. In a le t te r  of 

F e b ru a r y  18th, 1834 , to the G. E .  S . Committee he f i r s t  asked them 

to co llect s ignatures  fo r  a Mem orial to be sent to the P re s id e n t  and

26 G. E .  S . M inute Book I ,  L e t t e r  from  L o rd  S u ff ie ld  to M u r ra y ,  
25 F e b ru a r y  1834.

27 Ib id ,  le t te r  from Buxton to M u r ra y ,  24 F e b ru a ry  1834

28 T h e  Agency Committee had been the prim e mover in the  
B r i t is h  e f fo r t  to abolish colonial s lave ry  and had prev ious ly  
employed both Thompson and Joseph S tu rg e ,  the founder of 
the B r i t is h  and F o re ig n  Anti S la v e ry  S o c ie ty ,  as its 
le c tu r e r s ,  S e e  footnote 16 Ch. I p a rt  II .
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Congress of the U n ited  S ta tes .  He went on to s ta te  the v iew s  of the

Agency A n t i -S la v e r y  S o c ie ty ,  which he was attempting to e s ta b lis h ,

as to the re la t io n s h ip  between that society and the prov inc ia l

soc ie ties  including Glasgow and Ed inburgh . The f i r s t  point o f highest

importance was that th ere  should be a national society w ith  all e f fo rts

d irec ted  from London. T h is  would a llow  any agent rep res en tin g  them

in the U n ited  S ta tes  to be more e ffec tive  as he would then rep res en t

all the anti s la v e ry  soc ie ties  in G re a t  B r i ta in .  S econd ly , that

individual e f fo r ts  by independent a n t i -s la v e ry  societies  would only

weaken the movement and should be d iscouraged as it would lead the

public  to be lieve  th ere  was jea lousy o r  schism w ith in  the movement.

F in a l ly ,  T h e  Agency S o c ie ty  fe lt  that Thompson should be under

th e ir  d irec t io n  on h is  t r ip  to A m erica  in o rd e r  to unify the movement
and p reve n t d issention. Thompson went on to recommend, no doubt

with v e ry  l i t t le  confidence as he was well aw are  of the independent

attitude of the S co tt ish  so c ie t ies ,  that the G. E . S . should become

an a u x i l ia ry  to the London society though of course he would a lways
29feel h im self p e c u l ia r ly  a re p re s e n ta t iv e  of the Scottish  societies .

M u r ra y 's  rep ly  that the G. E .  S . would act in concert with but not as

an a u x i l ia ry  to the Agency A n t i -S la v e r y  Soc ie ty  was taken as a sign

of d is tru s t  of that society by the G. E .  S . The  G. E .  S . 's decision

to postpone action on the M em orial to the United  S ta tes  P re s id e n t

and Congress met w ith  the c r i t ic is m  that this proposal had met with

immediate acceptance with the L iv e r p o o l ,  M ancheste r ,  B irm ingham ,
30S h eff ie ld  and B r is to l  soc ie ties .

In a le t te r  to Smeal , Thompson stated that he had been 

involved in o rg an iz in g  the B r i t is h  and F o re ig n  S o c ie ty  fo r  the 

U n iv e rs a l  Abo lit ion  of N e g ro  S la v e ry  and the S la v e  T ra d e  (known

29 G .E .  S . M inute Book I ,  le t te r  from Thompson to G .E .  S .  
Com m ittee, 18 F e b r u a r y  1834.

30 Ib id , le t te r  from  John C r is p  to M u r ra y ,  29 M arch 1834.
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as the Agency S o c ie ty )  which had become necessary  due to the

inactiv ity  of the Agency Comm ittee a f te r  the Apprenticesh ip  Act

had been passed. He also claimed to have been estab lish ing  new

anti s la v e ry  soc ie t ies  in B a th , B irm ingham , Boston, W isbeach ,

B r is to l ,  C h e lm sfo rd , Stainea* E x e te r  and W oburn. To  the question

as to why there  w e re  no prom inent names on the r o l ls  of the new

Agency Soc ie ty  Thompson re p l ie d  that he fe lt  it was more important

to set up the society im m ediately than to w a it  fo r  notable people to
31jo in  -  they soon w o u ld . In this Thompson was m erely  being

p rac tica l considering  that his object was to o rgan ize  support fo r

his mission to the U n ited  S ta te s  and that it re a l ly  made l i t t le

d iffe rence  who was in the soc ie ty  so long as they w e re  w il l in g  to

help. T h is  was in m arked contrast to a response to a s im ila r

question to John C r is p ,  the in te r im  S e c r e ta r y  of the London group,

who stated simply that the old Agency Committee had been t im id ,

inactive  and without w e l l -d e f in e d  a n t i -s la v e ry  p r in c ip le s .  The new

Agency Soc ie ty  " p r e fe r r e d  confining th e ir  numbers to those

in d iv id u a ls  who though less known to the public had proved

themselves to be the most useful A l l ie s  and the most constant to
32A n t i -S la v e r y  p r in c ip le s .  " Typ ica l of many a n t i -s la v e ry  leaders  

he fa iled  to g ive  ju s t ic e  to the e f fo rts  of o thers  as it had been the 

Agency Committee that had been respons ib le  fo r  much of the popular  

agitation against W est Indian s lave ry .

In August, Thompson was at last p rep a re d  to set sail from  

L iv e rp o o l.  In the meantime G eneral L a fa y e t te ,  who the G. E . S .  

named as one of th e ir  H o n o ra ry  and C orresponding M em bers , had 

died and it was decided to hold a public  meeting on August 4th to

31 Ib id. le t te r  from  Thompson to S m e a l,  18 F e b ru a ry  1834

32 Ib id ,  le t te r  from  C r is p  to G. E . S .  Comm ittee, 29 March  
1834
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tes t ify  the S o c ie ty ’ s g reat resp ec t fo r  him. The meeting had been

postponed from  August 1st out of re g a rd  fo r  the Dissenting

m in is ters  who wished to o b s erve  that day as a Day of Thanksgiving
33fo r  the A b o lit ion  of Colonial s la v e ry  which then came into effect.

Thompson, w a it ing  in L ive rp o o l fo r  his d e p a r tu re ,  had a lread y

given one fa re w e ll  address in G lasgow on January 24 th , but he

agreed to take p a r t  in this meeting thus putting o ff h is d e p a rtu re

fo r  a few  days. The August 4th m eeting, held in D r .  B e a tt ie ’s

C h a p e l , was ch a ired  by the V e n e ra b le  R obert Graham e who had

been a personal f r ie n d  of L a fa y e tte .  It was also G raham e who had

been in charge  of w r i t in g  up the reso lu tio ns  with help from Johnston,

S m e a l , M c L a re n  and W atson. Th e  meeting approved a resolution
of a ffectionate  esteem fo r  the G enera l and sent an eu log is tic

address to his son, G eorge Washington L a fa y e tte  who they w e re

also to m ake  an H o n o rary  and Corresponding  Member. F in a l ly
Thompson, over s ix  months a f te r  his last fa re w e ll  ad d re ss , gave

another in which he du tifu lly  gave thanks and devout g ratitude to
34God fo r  the freedom  to the s laves . A  few days la te r ,  on August

15th, he set sail fo r  New  Y o rk .  He took w ith him a Resolution of
A p prec ia tion  to M iss P ru d en ce  C rande ll of C a n te rb u ry  Connecticut

an
fo r  her conduct andAengraving on plate from the women of the

35Glasgow L a d ie s  A u x i l ia r y  A n t i -S la v e r y  Soc ie ty .

33 Ib id ,  30 June 1834, 22 July 1834

34 Ib id ,  4 August 1834 
Glasgow A r g u s , 7 August 1834

35 P ru d en ce  C ra n d e l l ,  a th ir ty  y e a r  old mannish looking
fanatica l sp ins te r  and an a b o lit io n is t ,  had attempted to 
set up a school fo r  b lack ladies but the v io lent reaction  
of the people of C a n te rb u ry  Connecticut and legal action  
u ltim ate ly  prevented  its founding.
S e e  M e r r i  11, Against W ind and T id e  p. 64 
G. E .  S . Annual R eport 18 3 5 ,  Appendix p. 42
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Thompson's v is i t  to the Un ited  S ta tes  has been discussed many 
36times and it is not the purpose of this thesis to go into it in

any g rea t  d e ta i l .  H is  coming had been well advert ised  by

G a rr is o n  in his newspaper The  L ib e r a t o r . He was to have

a r r iv e d  on the United  S ta tes  which had left L iverp o o l on the

8 th of August and had he done so, he probably  would have met with

a l iv e ly  reception . Upon the a r r iv a l  of the Un ited  S ta te s , the

Captain o f  the vessel had been w arned  by the pilot that if Thompson

w ere  on board he should hide fo r  his l i fe  as there  was the

poss ib il ity  of a vio lent reception w ait ing  fo r  him in New  Y o rk .
S e vera l  days la te r  when he f in a l ly  did a r r iv e  he was almost

immediately turned out of his hotel in o r d e r  to g ra t ify  an
3 7

indignant Southern  guest. In b r ie f ,  his mission turned out to 

be anything but a howling success. Thompson was just the so rt  

of man the p ro s la v e ry  and m oderate p ress  could lash into as a
38fore ign  ins t iga to r  meddling in A m e r ic a 's  p r iv a te  internal a f fa irs .  

Thompson was an ag g ress ive , antagonistic , cha lleng ing  and often  

s a rc a s t ic  stump speaker who often in fu ria ted  the public . In New

36 F o r  severa l good descrip tions see :
Samuel J. M ay, Some R eco llec tions of our A n t is la v e ry  
C onflic t  (New Y o rk  re p r in t  1 968) pp. 11 5 -2 5
C. Duncan R ic e ,  "T h e  Anti S la v e ry  M ission o f G eorge  
Thompson to the Un ited  S ta tes  1834 -1835"  Journal of 
A m erican  Studies vol. 2 (1968 ),  13-31  
T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n tis la v e ry  pp. 2 7 -9  
T h is t le th w a ite ,  The  Anglo A m erican  Connection pp. 109-11  
G a r r is o n ,  W ill iam  L loyd  G a rr is o n  I ,  4 4 6 -5 2 2 ,  II 1 -72  
John L .  Thomas, The L ib e r a to r  W il l iam  L loyd  G a r r is o n  : 
a Biography (Bos ton 1963) pp. 194-203

37 G. E .  S . Annual Report 1835, p. 23  
G a r r is o n ,  W ill iam  L loyd  G a rr is o n  I ,  4 4 6 ,  451

38 B o lt ,  The  A n t i -S la v e r y  Movement and R econstruction  p. 2 3 -4
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Ham pshire  and Maine mobs broke windows in the ha lls  w here  the

abo lit ion is ts  came to h ear  him. In Low ell Massachusetts he was

n ea rly  hit in the head by a la rg e  brickbat and indeed near the end

of his mission in September 1835 he was hit in the face by a stone
39while  d e l iv e r in g  a lec tu re  in Boston. F o r  fourteen months 

Thompson stayed in the U n ited  S ta tes  le c tu r in g , form ing a n t i ­

s la ve ry  s o c ie t ie s ,  s t ir r in g  up antagonism and in general causing  

much excitem ent.

In Glasgow the G. E .  S .  , w h ich , with the Edinburgh so c ie ty ,  

w e re  to a la rg e  p a r t  f inancing Thompson's t r ip ,  ca lled  th ree  

committee meetings to read  le t te rs  from  him concerning his
p ro g res s  and in re tu rn  sent fo r  his support £ 202 . 10s. all o f which

40was sent to the Agency Socie ty  in London. In A p r i l  1835 the 

G .E .  S .  rece ived  word from Thompson that he had drawn on th e ir  

account the amount of £ 1 0 0  which the T r e a s u r e r  announced the 

S o c ie ty  was unprepared  fo r .  It was decided to seek help from  the 

E d in b u rg h  group as well as to send out a call fo r  subscrip tions in 

o rd e r  to honour the d ra ft .  At a meeting called  on June 9 th , it was 

learned that the Edinburgh society had meanwhile taken upon i ts e lf  

the whole amount and had since A p r i l  rem itted  the money, thus 

getting the G. E .  S . off the hook. T h is  no doubt cam e as a r e l ie f  

to the members of the committee fo r  as the Cash Book re v e a ls  the 

f inances of the Socie ty  at that time w e re  in a v e ry  poor condition. 

Because of this the T r e a s u r e r  instructed Thompson to r e f r a in  in 

the fu tu re  from  draw ing upon them d ire c t ly  but to d ra w  upon the

39 G a r r is o n ,  W ill iam  L loyd  G a rr is o n  I ,  4 5 1 -2  
M e r r i l l ,  Against Wind and T id e ,  pp. 100-1
Russell B. N ye , W il l iam  L lo yd  G a rr is o n  and the Hum anitarian  
R e fo rm ers  (Boston 1955) pp. 80-1
Russel B. N y e ,  F e t te re d  Freedom  ; C iv il  L ib e r t ie s  and the 
S la v e ry  C ontroversy  1830-1860  (Michigan S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  
P r e s s  1963) pp. 2 0 1 -3

40 G. E .  S .  Cash Book 1, 21 A p ri l  1834, 11 August 1834 
10 March 1835, 10 Decem ber 1835
G .E .  S .  Minute Book I* 22 O ctober 1834, 18 M arch 1835,
10 A p r i l  1835
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Agency Soc ie ty  to which the G. EE. S .  w ere  to rem it funds fo r  his  
41

support.

In A m erica  Thompson was build ing up more and more hatred

against him self. He d irec ted  his attacks not only at Am erican

slaveho lders  but also at two of his fe l lo w  countrymen. At the

Annual Meeting of the Am erican Anti S la v e ry  Soc ie ty  he v ic iously

attacked two B r i t is h  Baptist m in is te rs ,  Rev. D r .  J. Hoby and

Rev. D r .  F .  A. Cox fo r  s itt ing  pass ive ly  and not coming out against

s lave ry  at the Annual Meeting of the Baptis t Church in Richmond,

V i r g in ia .  Indeed, it  can be said that there  was some ju s t if ic a tio n
fo r  his attacks as Cox was an active  member of the Agency Soc ie ty  

42in London. In Septem ber 1835 a gallows was erec ted  fo r  Thompson
43and G a rr is o n  by an angry Boston mob. D u rin g  O ctober and part

of Novem ber he was fo rced  to go from  one hiding place to another

to escape the hos ti le  c it izens . F in a l ly ,  on 9th N ovem ber, finding
Boston much too hot and at the expense of G a r r is o n 's  New  England

Anti S la v e ry  S o c ie ty ,  he s e c re tly  f led  on a New  B runsw ick  packet
44fo r  S t. John and hence back to B r i ta in .  H is  m ission 's  immediate

effect upon the A m erican  anti s la ve ry  movement served  m erely  to
45p o la r iz e  the p ro  and anti s lavery  factions. T h is  p o la r iza t io n  had 

been in it ia te d  by G a r r is o n 's  vicious a ttacks on s la v e ry  in The  

L ib e r a to r  and the resentment caused by Thompson's v is it  nearly  

completed this process.

41 Ib id , 22 O ctober 1834, 18 M arch 1835,10 A p ri l  1835,
9 June 1835. G. E .  S . Cash Book 1, 4.

42 G a r r is o n ,  W ill iam  L loyd  G a rr is o n  I ,  480-1

43 Ibid. p. 51 9

44 M e r r i l l ,  Against Wind and T id e  p. 101
G a r r is o n ,  W il l iam  L loyd  G a rr is o n  11,49-50

45 R ic e ,  "The  Scottish F a c to r  in the F igh t Against Am erican
S la v e ry "  p. 11 7
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A s f a r  as B r i ta in  was concerned Thompson’ s v is it  was much 

more im portant. H is  close friendship  and a ff in ity  w ith  G a r r is o n  

I during his stay in A m erica  had a g reat deal of influence on the

| Scottish soc ie ties  and esp ec ia lly  upon the G. H . S . w here the two
I
| ra d ic a ls  M u rra y  and Smeal began to dominate its a c t iv it ie s .  They  

I w e re ,  a f te r  a l l ,  its  s e c re ta r ie s  taking c a re  o f  all of its c o r r e s -
l
| pondence and s ince the G .E .  S . ' s  re la tionsh ip  with o ther soc ie ties

and most of i ts  p o lic ie s  w e re  established only through such contact

they came to d ire c t  the en tire  organ ization. The  day to day w ork

was c a r r ie d  out by these men and usually  only ra t i f ie d  at the

committee meetings which of course the s e c re ta r ie s  called.
T h e re fo re  s ince Thompson was th e ir  paid agent with the full

support of the s o c ie ty ,  and since most of his correspondence was

with the s e c re ta r ie s  with them con tro lling  the o rg a n iz a t io n ,  it is
not at all s u rp r is in g  that the society tended to be c losely attuned

46to the G a rr is o n ia n  point of view . T h e re  was nothing p a r t ic u la r ly

con trovers ia l about this at the time because G a rr is o n  seemed, at
47

least to the B r i t i s h ,  to be the leader of the Am erican  movement.

It was only la te r  at the W orld  Anti S la v e ry  Convention of 1840 

when G a rr is o n  introduced Women's Rights into the movement, and la te r  

such rad ica l re fo rm s  as a n t i -c le r ic a l is m  and anti S a b b a ta r ia n is m ,  
that f r ic t io n  a ro s e  in the Glasgow and o ther B r i t is h  soc ie ties . It 

was only when they re a l iz e d  that Thompson's close communion wi;th 

G a rr is o n  and his G a rr is o n ia n  philosophy o r ig ina ting  from his t r ip  

to A m erica  that the m ore moderate members of the G. E .  S . re a l iz e d  

they had been manoeuvred out of the position of pow er. T h is  was 

to cause d issent and a struggle  fo r  pow er w ith in  the ranks of the 

S o c ie ty ,  but as the s e c re ta r ie s  had fo r some seven y e a rs  been 

contro lling  its d i re c t io n ,  it was too late fo r  the m oderates to regain  

c o n tro l .

46 Ibid. p. 452
47 N y e ,  W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a rr is o n .  And The Hum anitarian  

Reform  e r s  p. 67
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On Thompson's re tu rn  to B r i ta in  the G. E .  S .  f i r s t  convened  

a committee meeting and la te r  on a public  meeting to welcome him 

back. T h e  committee meeting was held on January 18th 1836 in 

the F r ie n d s  M eeting House with R o bert G raham e once more in the 

c h a ir .  A f te r  hea rin g  of his adventures the meeting passed  

reso lu tions of confidence and congratu la tions on his r e tu r n ,  thanks­

giving fo r  his safe ty  and a pledge to continue the an t is la v e ry  crusade.  

Two days la te r  at a public meeting with n ea rly  the e n t ire  committee

in attendance, and a considerab le  number of the C ity 's  D issenting  
48c le rgy  Thompson described  the A m erican  mobs and the heroism

of the A m erican  abo lit ion is ts  (not to mention his own) and claimed
49his mission a complete success. T h is  was somewhat removed from  

the rea l tru th  as h is  mission had been anything but a success given  

the in te rp re ta t io n  he had given to the t r ip  before  he le ft .  (S e e  above  

page 82). But r e a l is t ic a l ly  Thompson could hard ly  have stood up 

in fro n t of his Glasgow audience and admit his t r ip  to have been 

a dismal flop. F o r  one thing such an admission would have done 

no good and m ost c e r ta in ly  have hurt the movement. S econd ly ,  

Thompson no doubt fe lt  he had succeeded as he was not the kind  

of man to admit to personal fa i lu re  of any kind.

The end of Thompson's mission to A m erica  was not, h o w ever,  
the end of his connection w ith the G .E . S . He was to continue in 

its  employment until the end of 1837 as its  paid le c tu re r  t ra v e l l in g  

throughout the country  speaking against the apprenticesh ip  system.

In a l l ,  Thompson was to re c e iv e  a total of £ 6 4 2 .  10s. from  the 

G. E . S . fo r  his w o rk ,  £ 3 5 0  of which was rem itted  a f te r  his re tu rn  

from A m erica .  50

48 S ig n if ican tly  no mention is made of any of the c i ty 's
E s tab lished  c le rg y  and apparently  the only m in is ter  from
the Church of Scotland was the rad ica l P a tr ic k  B re w s te r  
of P a is le y .

49 Glasgow A r g u s , 21 January 1836
G. E .  S . Minute Book I ,  20 January 1836

50 G. E .  S . Annual Reports  1 8 3 5 -8 ,  see the ab s trac t of the
T r e a s u r e r 's  Account fo r  each y e a r .
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On August 1st 1834 the ap p ren ticesh ip  system came into

fo rce  on all of the B r i t is h  s lave  holding colonies, except fo r

I Bermuda and Antigua w h ere  the s laves w e re  given th e ir  e n t ire

j freedom . The  members of the G .E .  S . w e re  by no means in favour

of apprenticeship  but w e re  at least fo r  a w h ile  content to give the

system a chance. H o w e v e r ,  in just ten months, M u rra y  was

w rit in g  to John Scoble  that the p la n te rs  had a lready  v io la ted  the
51Act and had lost the r ig h t  to compensation. In c re a s in g ly ,  the

B r it is h  ab o lit ion is ts  w e re  becoming aw are  of abuses in the system
52

esp ec ia lly  in re g a rd  to co rp o ra l punishment. Th e  London society  

had requested the G. E .  S .  and o th ers  to use th e ir  influence with  

th e ir  M. P .  's to get them to back a motion in P a rl iam en t concerning  

the excesses and v io la tions  of the apprenticeship  system and to 

set up a P a r i ia m e n ta ry  in q u iry  to determ ine if  the p lan te rs  had met 
the conditions under which compensation had been agreed upon.

In a s e r ie s  of reso lu tions  at a committee meeting of June 9th ,

1835, which had in sp ired  M u r r a y ’ s le t te r  to S c o b le ,  they 1) w ere  

of the opinion that A p p re n t ic e s h ip  was being v io lated  and that the 

negroes w ere  c ru e l ly  trea ted ; 2) since B r i ta in  was lega lly  bound 

to compensate the s lave o w n e rs ,  it is the G overnm ent's  duty to see 

that all conditions of the Act be c a r r ie d  out before  compensation 

be paid; 3) that they would request the two M. P 's  from G lasgow ,  

James Oswald and Colin  Dunlop to support Buxton's forthcoming

51 John S cob le  had, along with Thompson, been a paid  
l e c tu re r  fo r  the Agency Committee in the campaign to 
abolish colonial s la v e ry .  L a te r  he became S e c re ta ry  
to the B r i t is h  and F o re ig n  Anti S la v e ry  S o c ie ty  during  
the 1 8 4 0 's.
B . F .  A . S .  S .  P a p e r s ,  M. S .  S . B r .  Emp. S 1 8 .C 2 0 /2 9  
M u rra y  to S c o b le ,  12 June 1835.

52 F o r  d e ta ils  o f such abuses see B u rn , Em ancipation and 
A p pren ticesh ip  Ch. V ,  V I pass im , esp ec ia lly  pp. 231 -6 2 .  
M ath ieson , B r i t is h  S la v e ry  and Its  Abolit ion  pp. 28 0 -8
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motion fo r  a P a r l ia m e n ta ry  in qu iry  into the apprenticeship  system.

T h r e e  months la te r  another committee meeting was held to

consider the p ro p r ie ty  of holding a public  meeting to p resent an

address to Daniel O' Connell on the subject of Buxton*s proposed

motion to set up an inquiry into the apprenticeship  system in the

next P a r l ia m e n t.  H is  p rev ious  one made on June 16th had been

w ithdraw n almost immediately a f te r  a ra th e r  flim sy explanation of

the G overnm ent's  position by L o rd  G re y . T h is  w ithdraw al of a

motion fo r  an inqu iry  on Buxton's p a r t  had caused members of the

G . E . S . to have doubts about his moral courage in his fight against  
54apprenticesh ip . Thus by getting O 'Connell to back the motion in 

the next P a r l ia m e n t  it was fe lt  that Buxton might p ress  through fo r  

the inqu iry .
The idea of presenting  an address to O 'Connell from  the

G. E . S . was not at all popular with at least th ree  members of the

S oc ie ty ; Rev. Duncan of the Un ited  Secession C h urch , David

M* L a re n  a m erchant and Baptist m in is te r ,  and James S te w a r t .

M 'L a re n  pro tes ted  fo r  three  reasons , the f i r s t  being that he did

not feel that O 'C onnell had done any th ing  to deserve  such a

d is tinc tion . S eco n d ly ,  he fe lt  that O 'Connell was coming to
55Glasgow in his P o l i t ic a l  c h a ra c te r  and that to address him

w ould  be to identify  the G. E .  S . with him and his pol ic ies  which

would in turn in ju re  the Soc ie ty . F in a l ly ,  the committee meeting

which approved the address consisted of n in e ,  th ree  of whom had
5 6voted against it and s ix  was less than a quorum. The f i r s t

53 G. E . S . M inute Book 1, 9 June 1 835

54 Ibid. 19 Septem ber 1835

55 O 'C onnell was making a tour of the north drumming up
enthusiasm fo r  a Radical scheme to r  eform the House of 
L o rd s

56 G. E .  S . M inute Book I ,  19 Septem ber 1835
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objection is debatable as he c e r ta in ly  voted fo r  the end o f s la v e ry  

and had always been outspoken in his condemnation of it.  T h e  

second objection is r a th e r  odd as one of the p r im e  methods used  

by any a n t is la v e ry  group was p re c is e ly  th is ,  to promote th e ir  

hum anitarian  goals by p o lit ica l  methods. Thus what b e tte r  way to 

promote these goals than by obtain ing the support of a v e ry  popular  

polit ica l leader. As f a r  as in ju r in g  the G. E . S . by identify ing  with  

O 'Connell this was highly u n lik e ly .  Obviously the th ird  objection  

is simply unreasonab le . R o bert  K e tt le ,  the Tem perance le a d e r ,  

sent in a w r i t te n  p ro tes t  along much the same lines though he added 

that he believed  that the a n t is la v e ry  cause was chiefly  indebted to 

the re l ig io u s  P ro te s ta n t  fee l in g  fo r  its success and th e re fo re  the
57

address to O 'C o n n e l l ,  a Roman C a th o lic ,  would be rank in jus tice .  
N e v e r th e le s s ,  it was decided that the address  should be presented  

to O 'C o n n e ll.  Conveniently  M u rra y  had a lready  drawn up the address  

and it was reso lved  that the e n t ire  committee would p resen t it in 

person.
On Wednesday mornign the 23rd  of Septem ber at the Hope S t re e t  

Baptist Chapel almost the e n t ire  committee p resented  the address to 

O 'Connell and hea rd  a damning speech on the apprenticeship system  

and A m erican  s la v e ry .  O 'C onnell pointed out that they had succeeded  

so fa r  a lread y  and had , to be s u re ,  bought the freedom of the s laves  

at the p r ic e  of £20m . He insisted  on getting full va lue  fo r  th e ir  money 

as a good p r in c ip le  in barga in ing  -  not in human flesh but fo r  twenty  

m illion pounds w orth  of human l ib e r ty .  He also attacked A m erican

57 ib id ,  le t te r  from  R o bert  K e tt le  to S m e a l , 19 Septem ber 1835. 
As th is  c le a r ly  ind icates  abo lit ion is ts  could be eve ry  bit 
as n a rro w -m in d e d  and pre jud iced  as anyone e lse . R eform ist  
tendencies and movements w e r e  not fo r  all re fo rm s  and w e re  
p e r fe c t ly  capable of b ig o try  themselves. Rev. G eorge Bourne  
(see footnote 21 Ch. IV )  was a strong A n t i -C a th o l ic .  Another  
a b o li t io n is ts ,  the Rev. Samuel H. Cox of New Y o r k ,  was a 
re l ig io u s  bigot who turned on the Q uakers . S ee  B e rtram  
W y a t t -B r o w n ,  L e w is  Tappan and the E vangelica l W a r  Against  
S la v e ry  (C leve lan d  1 969) p. 11 4
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s la v e ry  as the a r is to c ra c y  of the skin . F in a l ly ,  he pledged to

divide the House on the subject of any fu r th e r  compensation to
58the fo rm e r  slave owners if any such attempt should be made.

It was c e r ta in ly  an insp ir ing  speech and no doubt the committee

fe lt  that O 'Connell was sure  to be a man to w ork d il igen tly  in

P a rl iam en t fo r  the prompt end to apprenticesh ip . In this they

w ere  to be disappointed. On M arch 22nd, 1836, Buxton moved fo r

a committee of inqu iry  into the apprenticeship  system and a few

days la te r  he was presented with a petition  from the G. E . S .
59signed by 2 9 ,8 3 0  which supported his action. Th e  select

committee, including Buxton and O 'C o n n e l l ,  met spo rad ica lly  from

A p ri l  19 t il l  August 5th and in te rv iew ed  only seventeen w itnesses

including four p la n te rs ,  three Special M ag is tra tes  and four

experts  on colonial law. The resu lt  was less than g ra t ify in g
and at the conclusion of th e ir  re p o rt  they stated that there  was
"much reason to look fo rw a rd  with confident hope to the resu lt
of this great experim ent" and fu r th e r  :

" . . . nothing could be more unfortunate than any 
occurrence  which had a tendency to unsettle  the 
minds of e i th e r  class with re g a rd  to the f ixed  
determ ination of the Im perial P a r l ia m e n t to 
p re s e rv e  inv io la te  both p a r ts  of the engagement 
by which the s e rv ice s  of the A pprenticed  L a b o u re r  
w e re  secured to his em ployer fo r  a defin ite  period  
and under specif ic  re s tr ic t io n s .  "60

T h is  was not even half a loaf and c e r ta in ly  f a r  from what was

expected given the tone of O 'C o n n e ll 's  w ords in the Hope S tre e t
Baptist Church.

58 G lasgow  A r g u s f 24 Septem ber 1835

59 G. E . S . Minute Book I ,  28 March 1836

60 M ath ieson, B r i t is h  S la v e ry  and Its  Abolit ion  pp. 2 7 6 -7
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A  few months follow ing the address to O 'Connell the G. E . S .

rece ived  re p o rts  from the Agency S o c ie ty  of p la n te rs  on the is land

of M au r it iu s  i l le g a lly  holding and im porting s laves from  A f r ic a  in

o rd e r  to take advantage of the compensatory payment o f the

Government. In a le t te r  read during  a committee meeting on

Decem ber 28th 1835 the Agency S o c ie ty  informed the G. E .  S .  of

this and wen t on to say that the Colonial S e c r e ta r y ,  L o rd  G le n e lg ,

was planning on having the most important w itn ess , M r .  John 
61Jerem ie  sent to Ceylon because the Colonial O ff ic e  opposed any

62inquiry  into the situation. Je re m ie ,  it seems, had conveniently

been appointed to a judgeship in Ceylon in o rd e r  to have him out of

the country before  Buxton's inqu iry  could be commenced. London
had asked the G. E . S . to send a le t te r  to L o rd  G lenelg  opposing
this action and the committee immediately did so. In it they not

only asked the Colonial S e c re ta ry  to r e f r a in  from  sending Jerem ie
abroad but also stated that they fe lt  that n e a r ly  all the s laves  on

M aurit ius  w ere  entitled  to th e ir  freedom  as having been i l le g a l ly

imported a f te r  the abolition of the s lave  trade  in 1807. Because of

this they w e re  n a tu ra l ly  concerned with the proposed compensation
63of £ 2 ,0 9 9 ,0 0 0  to these p lan te rs . Subsequently Jerem ie  did

rem ain to give testimony against the opera tion  of the apprenticeship
64

system before Buxton's inquiry  but the re s u lt  seems to have had

61 S i r  John Je re m ie ,  who went out to S t .  L u c ia  in 1825 as f i r s t
P re s id e n t  of the Royal C o u r t ,  was to a g reat extent r e ­
sponsible fo r  introducing much needed legal re fo rm s to the 
island. H is  experiences on the is land had caused him to
be an able and outspoken opponent of s lave ry  and subse­
quently of apprenticeship . S ee  B u rn ,  Em ancipation and 
A pprenticeship  pp. 6 8 -9 ,  337 -8

62 G. E .  S . Minute Book I ,  28 Decem ber 1835

63 Ibid.

64 B u rn ,  Em ancipation and Apprenticesh ip  pp. 337 -8
Stephen, A n tis la v e ry  R eco llec tions pp. 21 9 -2 0
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l i t t le  e ffect on the outcome. H o w e v e r ,  it is doubtfu l, owing to the  

unsympathetic nature  of the Colonial O ff ic e  during this p er io d  that 

any le t te r  from  the G.E.. S.  , o r  any other S o c ie ty ,  to L o r d  G lenelg  

would have any bearing on w hether o r  not Jerem ie  would be a v a i l ­

able to g ive testimony.

F o llo w in g  the ra th e r  disappointing resu lts  o f Buxton's  

select committee John S c o b le ,  Joseph S tu rg e  and two o ther  

abo lit ion is ts  determ ined to make th e ir  own p r iv a te  inqu iry  into 

the w ork in g  of the apprenticeship  system by going to the W est  

Indies and observ ing it fo r  themselves. On O ctober 28th 1836

the G .E .  S .  committee met and passed a resolution of approval
65fo r  the t r ip  and sent a copy to S tu rge . The fo llow ing  M a rc h ,  at 

th e ir  T h ir d  Annual M eeting, they passed a resolution  stating that 
owing to the natural r igh ts  of man, the revea led  w ord  of God and 

B r it is h  common law , all subjects w e re  entitled  to im m ediate, un­
conditional and e n t ire  freedom. Once m ore they condemned

fifiapprenticeship  and demanded immediate freedom  fo r  the negroes.

In June 1937 the G. E . S . committee met and decided that it would

be highly d e s ira b le  fo r  S tu rg e ,  w ho had just re tu rn ed  from the

W est In d ie s ,  to be invited to ad d re s s  a public  meeting on the

resu lts  of his tour. Subsequently , on June 19, a public

meeting was held (S tu rg e  did not attend) to petition P a rl ia m e n t fo r

an immediate end to apprenticeship . T h is  time they condemned not

only apprenticesh ip  but also the compensation that went along with

it and indeed every  aspect of the system. It was moved by Thompson

that a petition  be drawn up against apprenticeship  and sent to the

Glasgow M .P .  's  with a request that they support it in the Commons.
67F in a l ly ,  S tu rg e  was pub lica lly  thanked fo r  his mission.

65 G. E .  S . Minute Book I I ,  28 O ctober 1836

66 Ib id , 13 March 1837

67 Ib id ,  5 June 1837, 19 June 1837
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All of this was well and good but it was obviously not 

getting them anywhere in P a r l ia m e n t.  P e tit io n s  and m em oria ls  

had so fa r  been ineffec tive  due, no doubt, to the lack of any 

unity in the movement. The  S e lec t  Committee of 1836 was r e ­

appointed about the time of S tu rg e ’s re tu rn  from the W est In d ie s ,  

but due to the dissolution of P a r l iam en t in June they settled fo r  a 

recommendation fo r  an immediate inqu iry  into the condition of 

W est Indian prisons and "espec ia lly  into the construction and use

of the tre ad m ills  which a re  employed in them, and the n a tu re  of
68the coerc ion  adopted to ensure labour among the p r isoners ."

It was c le a r  that a concerted and unified e ffo rt  on the p a r t  of the

abol itionists* societies was going to be necessary  if they w e re  to
have any chance at all of success.

D esp ite  th is ,  the G. E .  S . rem ained inactive  t i l l  the end of
O ctober 1837 at which time a committee meeting was called  to
consider the p ro p r ie ty  of sending delegates to E x e te r  Hall in
London fo r  a proposed Anti S la v e ry  Convention on Novem ber 14

fo r  the purpose of bringing popular p re s s u re  to b ear  on P a rl iam en t
69to end apprenticeship . Th is  was just the sort of call that the 

G. E . S . needed to re tu rn  to l ife . It was decided not only to 

appoint delegates to attend the convention but also to hold a public  

meeting to endorse the delegates thus lending the weight of public  

opinion to th e ir  support. The d e leg a tes  appointed w e r e ,  Revs. 

Heugh, A nderson , H a rv e y ,  King and the Rev. P a t r ic k  B re w s te r  

of P a is le y ,  plus Thompson and M u rra y . S tu rg e ,  in a le t te r  to the 

committee, had recommended that they w r i te  to as many Scottish

68 Math ieson, B r i t is h  S la v e  Em ancipation p. 16

69 G. E . S . Minute Book I I ,  31 O ctober 1837
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( M .P .  's as possib le urging them to support a vote to end a p p re n tic e ­

ship. T h is  suggestion was taken up in part  as they agreed only to 

w r i te  th e ir  own M .P .  's and leave it up to the d iscre t io n  of the

s e c re ta r ie s  as to w hether they wanted to w r i te  to other so c ie t ies
70attempting to influence them to w r i te  to th e ir  own M .P .  's.

On November 8th at a crowded public  meeting in W a rd la w 's  

Chapel the fee l in g  against apprenticeship  had reached a high
71point. Rev. W il l ia m  Anderson, who was by no means a r a d ic a l ,

went so f a r  as to say that the p lan te rs  had insulted the B r i t is h

Government and that th e ir  p ro p e rty  should be confiscated. W hether

he r e a l ly  meant this is v e ry  questionable as he was a highly
respected  member of a society which held personal p ro p e rty  almost

sacred. C e r ta in ly  his audience would never have condoned this
kind of ac t io n , but in the heat of the excitement it was obviously

overlooked or discounted as m ere rh e to r ic .  Th e  highpoint of the
evening w a s ,  of course , the speech by Thompson and his presenta tion

of a petition  to Queen V ic to r ia  re q u ir in g  two men to c a r r y  it to the 
72platform . Th is  could be pure  th ea tr ica l rep o rt in g  but it must be

remembered that any petition of well o ve r  one hundred thousand
names, as this one w as, was bound to re q u ire  a g reat deal of paper

and consequently the fact that two men w e re  needed to c a r r y  it is

not r e a l ly  too incred ib le . F in a l ly ,  a f te r  a number of speeches

and reso lu tions for the nomination of the delegates and against

ap p ren ticesh ip , Smeal announced an anonymous donation of £ 5 0  to

help d e fray  the cost of the delegates. Obviously the fee ling s  and

hopes w e re  running very  high and the people no doubt w e re
73expecting tangible resu lts .

70 Ibid.

71 In 1841 Anderson was to dissent quite voc ife rous ly  from  
the position of the G. E . S . in th e ir  support of G a rr is o n  
o ve r  the issue of "Woman's R ights" . S ee  G. E . S . M inute  
Book I I I , 2 August 1841 and G. E .  S . Annual Report 1841 ,p . 29

72 T h is  petition  contained 1 3 5 ,0 8 3  s ignatures and b reaks  down
in this manner. 22 ,161 from the women of Glasgow and a total
of 6 5 ,0 0 0  from the West of Scotland. 6 9 ,0 0 0  from Edinburgh
and the E ast of Scotland. The  P e tit io n  i ts e lf  was 2 ,6 5 0  ft. long.
S e e  Glasgow A rg u s . 1 3 Novem ber 1837 

( *  Ibid.



Th e  E x e te r  H a ll Convention of 1837, consisting of 140 

delegates from  throughout B r i t a in ,  lasted from  Novem ber 14th to 

the 23rd  and resu lted  in the o rg an iza t io n  of the C entra l N egro  

Em ancipation Committee. T h is  was a res ident committee set up 

to watch P a r l ia m e n t ,  re p re s e n t  th e ir  v iew s and publish a news­

paper 1QTe_Bri_tjsh_Ema^ The convention also drew  up a

memorial stating that "the A ppren ticesh ip  system, l ik e  all o ther
m odifications of c r im e ,  has dem onstrated the absolute hopelessness

74of recon c il ing  r ig h t and w rong". John M u r ra y ,  one of the Glasgow

d elega tes , took a v e ry  ac t ive  p a r t  in the proceedings and was on
75many of its  committees. One tangible  resu lt  of the convention

affecting the G. E .  S . and one which they w e re  not expecting was

a le t te r  from  Thompson stating that if it w e re  agreeab le  to them he
should, fo r  the next s ix  months, be engaged as an agent fo r  the

C entra l N e g ro  Em ancipation Committee during which time they w e re  to
76pay him ra th e r  than the G. E .  S . Th is  was e n t ire ly  reasonable  fo r

Thompson, as a national f ig u r e ,  wished to a f f i l ia te  h im self with a

national o rg an iza t io n  through which the prov inc ia l soc ieties  w ere  to
e x e r t  th e ir  influence on P a r l ia m e n t .  T h is  e ffec tive ly  term inated

Thompson’ s tenure as the S o c ie ty ’s paid agent though he continued

for many y e a rs  a f te rw a rd s  to take a leading ro le  in its  ac t iv it ies .
It was decided at the committee meeting at which this le t te r  from

Thompson was read  that a pub lic  meeting should be held to hear
77from the convention delegates a re p o rt  on th e ir  w ork.

At the P u b lic  meeting held on Decem ber 27th , the Rev.

P a t r ic k  B re w s te r  was the main speaker. H is  speech displayed a 

noticeable le g a l is t ic  bent as he backed up his attacks on app ren tice ­

74 M ath ieson, B r i t is h  S la v e ry  and Its Abolit ion  pp. 2 8 4 -5
T e m p e r le y , B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  p. 39

75 Glasgow A r g u s , 28 Decem ber 1837

76 G. E .  S . Minute Book I I ,  7 Decem ber 1837
77 Ibid.
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ship with evidence and logic ra th e r  than the inflamed sensationalism  

used by Thompson. Th e  meeting ended with the approval of petitions  

to P a r l ia m e n t fo r  the end of apprenticesh ip . One was to be sent to 

John Denn istoun , th e ir  local M. P .  to be presented in the Commons

and the o ther to be sent to L o rd  Brougham fo r  p resenta tion  in the
, ^ 78 L o rd s .

T h e  movement was fast gaining momentum all over  B r i ta in  with

local soc ie ties  p resen ting  petitions  and m em oria ls to P a r l ia m e n t .

Another pub lic  meeting of the G. E . S . was called fo r  F e b ru a r y  14th

to hear Thompson’ s re p o rt  of his a c t iv it ie s  since the E x e te r
Convention. M ore  important than the speech by Thompson was a

proposal by Rev. Anderson that if the M elbourne Government then

in pow er fa i led  to back the motion by S i r  E a rd le y  Wilmofc fo r  the

abolition of apprenticesh ip  that action would form one of ihe main

reasons which would go to a lienate  th e ir  minds from that Government.

W hile  admittedly this posed no immediate threat to the then to tte r ing

M elbourne G overnm ent, it did d e r iv e  f ro m  the voting public and as

s im ila r  d issatis fac tion  was being promulgated from like  meetings all
ove r  the cou ntry , it served  at least to put the Government on notice

as to the fee lings of a s m a ll , if  v o c a l , segment of the population.

The meeting also decided to apply by petition  to attoW Thompson to

address both Houses of P a r l iam en t when the Wilmofc proposal was 
79introduced.

A  few w eeks fo llow ing this meeting a committee meeting was 

held to appoint delegates to a second convention to be held in 

E x e te r  Hall on the 27th of March 1838 in o rd e r  to again petition  the 

Melbourne Governm ent. John M u rra y  and the Revs. W a rd la w , K ing,

78 Ib id ,  27 Decem ber 1 837

79 Ib id , 14 F e b r u a r y  1838 
Glasgow A rg u s ,  19 F e b ru a ry  1838
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Heugh and B eatt ie  agreed to attend as delegates. It was also

decided at this meeting to c irc u la te  another petition fo r  P a r l ia m e n t .

The  E x e te r  Hall Convention of March 27th sent a delegation

to meet with Russell and M elbourne, to request them to agree  to end

apprenticesh ip . The  fo llow ing day , a f te r  the text of L o rd  Brougham 's

Abolit ion  Act became pub lic ,  approxim ate ly  250 petitions in favour

of the abolition of apprenticeship w e re  presented to the Commons.

T h is  was in p re lude  to the introduction of Wilm6ifc*S reso lu tion

(in his absence it was presented by G eorge S tr ic k la n d )  fo r  the
81abolition of apprenticeship  on August 1 , 1838.

Th e  G. E .  S . was now w ork ing  at full speed. On A p r i l  6 th ,

Heugh, Smeal and Anderson w ro te  a le t te r  to one of the Glasgow

M . P . ' s  L o rd  W il l ia m  B entinck , express ing  th e ir  deep r& gret that

he had voted against W ilm ofc 's  reso lu tion  fo r  immediate emancipation
which had been defeated by a vote of 215 to 265. T h is  opposition

by L o rd  Bentinck must su re ly  have come as a s u rp r is e  to the members

of the G. E .  S . owing to his reputation as a true  l ib e ra l  stemming

from his zealous re form  w ork  as G overnor G eneral of India between  
821828 and 1835. Another le t te r  was w rit te n  to Dennistoun p ra is in g

him fo r  his conduct and expressing to him th e ir  full support. F o u r

days la te r  a suggestion by Thompson was agreed upon to ra is e  two
new petitions  (one fo r  women) to be sent to P a r l ia m e n t.  These

petit ions , which w e r e  to take just a few days to complete, contained

102 ,10 0  s ignatures . W ard law  had claimed 135 ,00 0  female

signatures on the petition  but then understatement was n ever a strong
8 3tra i t  among abo lit ion is ts . It was also decided that le t te rs  w e re  to

80 G. E .  S . Minute Book I I ,  19 M arch 1 838

81 B u rn ,  Em ancipation and Apprenticesh ip  p. 352
82 Ib id ,  p. 354

A lf re d  L eR o y  B u r t ,  The  Evo lu tion  of The  B r i t is h  E m p ire  and 
Commonwealth from The A m erican  Revolution (Boston 1956) 
pp. 3 29 -3 0 .

83 G. E .  S . Annual Report 1838, p . 14
Glasgow A r g u s , 1 9 A p ri l  1838
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be sent to other par i  iam entary constituencies urging them to 

p ro c u re ,  i f  po s s ib le ,  a prom ise from th e ir  M .P .  's  of support fo r  

immediate emancipation. A  week la te r  on A p r i l  16th a public  

meeting was held in Heugh's chapel to pro test the Governm ent's  

decision to continue apprenticesh ip  ' t i l l  1840 and to pass the 

petitions to both Houses of P a r l ia m e n t .  Anderson moved that a 

Memorial to the Queen fo r  immediate emancipation be sent through 

the Duke of Sussex. V a r io u s  o ther resolutions of thanks w ere  

passed, among them one of cord ia l approbation to the members of 

the B aptis t and o th e r  churches of the W est Indies fo r  l ib e ra tin g  

th e ir  s laves and to S i r  G eorge  S tr ic k la n d  and W il l iam  P e ase  fo r
8^th e ir  m easure fo r  complete emancipation presented to P a rliam en t.

In M ay, W ilm o fc  and S tr ic k la n d  w e re  ready fo r  another test
of s trength in the Commons and once more the G. E . S . was asked to
send delegates fo r  a convention at E x e te r  Hall to show popular
support fo r  the motion. T h is  time the delegates w e re  R obert

Grahame and his son, Thom as, Thompson, S m e a l , John Douglass,
85W il l iam  W h ite ,  D av id  Boyd and John Boyle G ray . The W l | m o £

Proposal of May 22nd fo r  the cessation of apprenticeship  actually

met with success, b r ie f ly .  In a s p a rs e ly  attended House of

Commons the motion passed 96 to 93. A  few days la te r ,  how ever,
86the Government o ve rtu rn ed  this decision by a vote of 250 to 178.

The s ign ificance of all this ag itation  was not lost on the West Indian 

p lan te rs  and it became evident to them that e i th e r  they would have 

to b r ing  an end to the system of th e ir  own accord  o r  soon have it 

imposed on them by London. In June, S t. V incent and Tobago  

abolished the system fo llow ed by the Bahamas in July. Also in 

June, Jam aica passed an Act term inating  the system on August 1.

On re c e iv in g  the news that Jam aica had decided to end apprentice­

ship it was decided at a committee meeting of July 18 to hold an

84 G. E .  S . M inute Book I I , 16 A p ri I 1838

85 Ib id ,  17 May 1838

86 B u rn ,  Em ancipation  and Apprenticesh ip  p. 356.
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evening o f thanksgiving on August 1 in the churches and that a

collection  should be made in o rd e r  to help the G. E .  S . pay fo r
87some of the cost of its  e f fo r t .  T h e  campaign between March

1837 and August 1838 had cost the G. E .  S . n ea rly  £ 7 0 0  and they

found themselves £ 2 2 0  in debt. On p r in ting  and ad v ertis in g  alone

they spent ove r  £ 2 5 0  and th e ir  petitions  to P a r l ia m e n t  had run to 
88n early  £ 1 0 0 .  T h is  was a great deal of money to be spent by just  

one society and it g ives some indication as to the extent of the move­

ment and the excitem ent it aroused. At the 4th Annual Meeting of the 

G. E .  S . w ith  John Dennistoun, M .P .  in the c h a ir ,  the Socie ty  passed  

a reso lu tion  of thanks to God fo r  the end of apprenticeship  and
reso lved  to continue th e ir  s truggle  fo r  the u n iversa l abolition of 

89s lavery .  Thus the G. E .  S . in conjunction w ith  many other groups  

had successfu lly  completed a campaign against one of its p r im a ry  

grievances . U n iv e rs a l em ancipation, h o w eve r, was as f a r  away  

as it had always been but the G. E . S . could congratu late  i ts e lf  on 

having been ac tive ly  engaged in hastening its a r r iv a l .
D u rin g  the campaign against apprenticeship  the G. E . S . had 

used severa l methods to keep the issue of s la v e ry  in fro n t of the 

public  eye. Between June 13 and 17 , 1836, it sponsored a s e r ies  

of debates between the Rev. R. J. B re c k in r id g e  of the A m erican  

C olon ization  S o c ie ty  and G eorge Thompson on the subject of 

Am erican s la v e ry .  F o r  f iv e  consecutive nights with an average  

attendance of n e a r ly  nine hundred they met and debated in W a rd la w 's  

Chapel fo r  the purpose of e l ic it in g  facts  surrounding Am erican  

s lavery .  P re v io u s ly  it had been agreed not to propose any question  

fo r  a formal decision and that th ere  would be no decision as to the

87 T h is  co llec tion  m ade by the churches in the city and 
surrounding  country  netted the G. E . S . £ 6 4 .  1 9s. 4d.

88 G. E .  S .  Annual R eport 1838, see abstrac t of the T re a s u r e r s  
Account

89 G. E . S . M inute Book I I ,  2 August 1838
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w inner o r  loser  in the contest. The  second p a r t  of this agreem ent

was broken almost immediately fo llow ing the debates when in a

committee meeting on the 21st of June the Socie ty  came out w ith

glowing p ra is e  of Thompson fo r  his sk ill  in the debates and claiming
91that he had obviously come out on top. The debates make

in te res ting  reading if only because they i l lu s t ra te  the d if fe re n c e

between the two men. Thompson, who was by all accounts a v e ry

e ffe c t iv e ,  i f  inflam m atory sp e a k e r ,  was continually forced  to defend

his recent t r ip  to the Un ited  S tates  and often he became the issue

ra th e r  than Am erican s lave ry .  B re c k in r id g e ,  who was shrew d

enough to r e a l iz e  that his audience was anything but sympathetic

to his stand, ignored accusations and personal attacks and gradu a lly
manoeuvred Thompson into a position of defending his w ork  and

po lic ies  ra th e r  than attacking s la v e ry .  In essence, B re c k in r id g e

claimed that s la v e ry  was pu re ly  a local m atter  fo r  the states to

decide upon and not a national institu tion . Hence any condemnation

of A m erica  as a whole fo r its system of s la v e ry  was unw arran ted  
92and unjust. F o r  its p a r t ,  the G. E .  S . decided to have the e n t ire

93debate p r in ted  up in both cheap and expensive form.

90 Ib id ,  8 June 1836

91 Ib id , 21 June 1836

92 F o r  the text of the debate see Glasgow A r g u s , 16, 20 June
1836. See also D iscussion on Am erican  S la v e ry  In D r .  
W a rd la w 's  Chapel , between M r.  G eorge Thompson and the 
Rev. R. J. B re c k in r id g e  of B a lt im o re ,  United S ta tes  On 
the Evenings of the 1 3 th , 14th, 15th , 16th, and 1 7th June 
1836 (Second Ed it ion  Glasgow 1 836) located in the M itc h e ll 
L i b r a r y ,  Glasgow.

93 G. E .  S . M inute Book I I ,  21 June 1836, 12 July 1836.
2000 copies of the debate w e re  spec ia lly  p r in te d  up at a 
cost to the Socie ty  of £ 7 6 .  7s. See  G. E . S . Annual Report
1837, A b strac t  Account O f Th e  Receip ts  And Expend itu res  
Collected W ith The  D iscussion B e tw ix  M r. G eorge Thompson 
and The  Rev. R. J. B re c k in r id g e  p. 143

90
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T h e  purpose of the debates had of course been to keep the

issue of A m erican  s la v e ry  in fro n t of the public  in o rd e r  fo r  the

G. E .  S .  to gain its  sympathy and support. It must be said that the

So c ie ty  was at least p a r t ia l ly  successful in attempting to educate

the public  as to the e v i ls  of s la v e ry .  Excluding those in attendance

at the debates and thus exposed d i r e c t l y ,  the reading public  was

tre a te d  to almost verba tim  coverage  in both the Glasgow A rgu s  and

the Glasgow C h ro n ic le  which had a combined c ircu la tion  of probably
94around eight hundred and f i f ty .  What effect this coverage had 

on the attitudes o r  opinions of the su b scr ib e rs  to these new spapers  

can only be guessed at but s ince  both publications w e r e  adamflntly 

opposed to A m erican  s la v e r y ,  it is assumed that th e ir  rea d e rs  

held s im ila r  v iew s and consequently the accounts of the debates  

would probab ly  not have changed th e ir  stand on the issue one way 

or another. The  debates served  m ere ly  to re in fo rc e  this opposition  

to the system of s la v e ry .
It cannot be said that the debates had any significant effect  

on the members of the S o c ie ty  fo r  as loyal sup porte rs  of both 

Thompson and G a rr is o n  any position taken by a member of the 

Am erican  C o lon ization  S o c ie ty  would have been complete anathema  

to them. One of G a r r i s o n s  main objectives in coming to B r i ta in  in 

1833 had been to counteract the fund ra is in g  e ffo rts  of E l l io t t
95C resso n , another em issary  of the A m erican  Colon ization  Socie ty .

Any o rgan iza t ion  as c losely  associated  with G a r r is o n ,  as was the 

G. E . S . through Thompson, could sca rce ly  be expected to be affected  

by anything a member of the Co lon ization  Soc ie ty  might say. I f  the 

newspaper re p o r ts  a r e  a c c u ra te ,  B re c k in r id g e ’ s words w ere  

rece ived  with f a r  less enthusiasm than those of Thompson. T h is

94 R. M. W. Cow an , The N ew spaper In S co tlan d , A  Study Of Its  
F i r s t  Expansion 1 81 5 -1860  (Glasgow 1946) p. 1 70

95 G a r r is o n ,  W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a rr is o n  I ,  352 -79
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enthusiasm is re f le c te d  in a well attended public meeting soon a f te r
96the debates fo r  the sole purpose of p ra is in g  Thompson's e f fo rts .

A  society so f irm ly  based on the precepts  of m o ra lity  as the

G. E .  S . was would find a natural a l ly  in the local churches. In

the case o f the G. E . S . this al l iance was almo st exc lus ive ly  with the

D issenting v a r ie ty  and it was through them that they attempted to

rem onstra te  with the people in the U n ited  S ta tes . In M arch 1837

at a pub lic  meeting it was moved by Rev. Kidston and seconded by

Rev. A ndrew  S o m e rv il le  of Dum barton , both of the U n ited  Secession

C h u rch , that the Socie ty  rem onstra te  with the people of A m erica  and
97esp ec ia lly  with C h r is t ia n  p ro fesso rs  against the ev i ls  of S la v e ry .

Many of the local churches w e re  sympathetic to the aims of the
G. E .  S . and went so fa r  as to hold public  days of thanksgiving and

p ra y e r  in 1834 when s lave ry  was abolished and again in 1838 with

the term ination  o f apprenticeship . Indeed, it was the moral support
given by the D issenting  m in is te rs  that prov ided  the impetus fo r  much
of the S o c ie ty 's  w o rk . With the exception o f Thompson and the

s e c r e ta r ie s ,  the most notable and active  men in the pub lic  meetings

w ere  without doubt m in is ters  such as A n d e rs o n , H eugh , W ard law

and Kidston. T h is  tendency of D issenting  churches to take an
active  in te re s t  in a n t is la v e ry  w ork  and subsequently to communicate

th e ir  condemnation of the system to th e ir  b re th ren  in A m erica  was
98one of the main goals of the G. E .  S . Am erican  and B r i t is h  churches

99had established c lose t ies  on m atters  of d oc tr ine  and o rgan iza tion ,  

and it was through these that the G. E . S . expected to e x e r t  moral 

p re s s u re  fo r  the end of s lave ry .

96 G. E .  S . M inute Book I I ,  1 August 1836
G lasg o w  A rg u s ,  4 August 1836

97 G. E .  S . M inute Book I I ,  15 M arch 1837

98 G .E .  S . Annual Report 1835, p. 2 3 ,  1836, p. 6

99 Thi s t le th w a ite ,  The  A n g lo -A m e rican  Connection pp. 80-1
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A s events unfolded across the A t la n t ic ,  such as the  

extension of s la v e ry  into T e x a s ,  the s e c re ta r ie s  made sure  that 

they rece ive d  p ro p e r  attention both in the p ress  and at its public  

meetings. As e a r ly  as March 1837 the G. E .  S . condemned the 

revo lu tion  in T e x a s  as nothing m ore than a w a r  to extend the slave  

system and said it would be calamitous fo r  the cause of emancipation  

i f  it w e re  successfu l. L a te r  in 1839 the G. E .  S .  sent a memorial 

to the Governm ent opposing the recognition of Texas as an 

independent nation as long as s la v e ry  existed there . T h is  memorial 

re f le c te d  the general v iew  held by B r i t is h  abo I it io n s is ts  that the  

Government should use all ava ilab le  p re s s u re  to induce the 

government of T exas  to give up s la v e ry  as a p r ic e  fo r  recognition  

and subsequently the r ig h t to make commercial tre a t ie s .  Recognition  

would also be c o n tra ry  to the B r i t is h  ro le  as the leading advocate of 
freedom throughout the w orld . M em oria ls  such as this proved  

to be ine ffec tive  due to the Governm ent’ s d e s ire  to see an independent 

Texas  which would se rv e  as a check to the rap id ly  growing might of 
the Un ited  S ta tes  and a basis fo r  an increase  in B r i t is h  influence  

in A m erica .  T h e re  w e re  also a number o f s trong economic reasons  

fo r  the G overnm ent’ s d es ire  to see Texas  independent. F o r  one 

thing, cotton from  T ex as  would be in d ire c t  competition with cotton 

grown in the S outhern  S ta tes  thus making B r i ta in  more independent of 

Southern cotton. It would also prov ide  a m arket fo r  B r i t is h  goods 

and a means of undermining the Am erican  ta r i f f  as well as an aid fo r  

s tab iliz in g  re la t io n s  w ith Mexico. Thus it was in Novem ber 1840 

when the Government signed a s e r ie s  of t re a t ie s  with Texas  with  

no mention of s la v e ry  that the G. E .  S . re a l iz e d  how impotent they 

w e re  in influencing the international policy of the Government when

100 G. E .  S . M inute Book I I ,  13 M arch 1837, 15 O ctober 1839 
T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n tis la v e ry  p. 198

101 Lou is  B. F i l l e r ,  The Crusade Against S la v e ry  (London 1960) 
p. 175.
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j  important commercial and economic fa c to rs  necessitated a policy  

co n tra ry  to hum anitarian p r in c ip le s .  The  arguments of m ora lity  

and freedom  could induce the Government to action , but only so long 

as they did not inhibit the grow th o f commerce o r  the national good.

In the case of T e x a s ,  the m em oria ls  of the a n t is la v e ry  societies  ran  

c o n tra ry  to what the Governm ent fe lt  was sound policy and w ere  

d is reg ard e d .

A nother incident in which the G. E . S . involved i ts e lf  shows

that the S o c ie ty  was in te res ted  in more than just apprenticeship

o r  the a c t iv it ie s  of George Thompson. In 1839, f i f ty - tw o  i l le g a l ly

imported s laves w ere  sold to two slave dea le rs  in H avana , Cuba,
there  to be transshipped to another p a r t  of the is land on the
schooner A m istad . On the fourth  day out the slaves m utinied, captured

the ship and under the illus ion  that they w e re  being re tu rn ed  to A f r ic a ,

found them selves  off the N ew  England coast of Connecticut w here

they w e re  taken into custody on charges of p ira c y  and m urder. The
two slave d e a le rs ,  R u iz  and M ontes, sued to have th e ir  p roperty

re s to re d . T h is ,  of co u rs e , d rew  the attention of Am erican
abo lit ion is ts  who immediately contested the suit and s tarted  legal

proceed ings which eventually  ended with freedom fo r  the A fr ic a n s
102some eighteen months la te r  in the U n ited  S ta tes  Suprem e Court.

H a rd ly  had the case been brought to court but the G. E . S . held a

public meeting to petition  M elbourne and P a lm ers ton  to in te rc e d e  with

the Un ited  S ta tes  Government on behalf of the A fr ic a n s  in o rd e r  to

secure th e ir  freedom  and if  necessary  to p rov ide  a B r i t is h  ship
103fo r  th e ir  transporta tion  back to th e ir  homes. In conjunction  

with s im ila r  petitions from o th er  l ik e  soc ie ties  this memorial had 

the d es ired  e f fe c t ,  at least on the B r i t is h  Government. Pa lm erston  

instructed  the B r i t is h  m in is te r  in M adrid  to demand prosecution  

of the two slave d ea le rs  and to ask the Spanish Government to

102 Samuel F la g g  Bem is , John Quincey Adams and The Union  
(New Y o r k  1956) pp. 384-41 5

103 G. E .  S . Minute Book I I ,  15 O ctober 1839
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issue s t r ic t  o rd e rs  to the au thorit ies  in Cuba to grant the negroes
104freedom  should they a r r iv e  th ere . The  Government also  

instructed  th e ir  m in is te r  in W ashington, H enry  S . F o x ,  to use his  

good o ffices  on behalf of the Amistad captives w ithou t in te r fe r in g  

with the jud ic ia l proceedings. In a n o te  to the Am erican  S e c re ta ry  

of S ta te ,  F o x  d ec la red  that under the term s of the T r e a ty  of Ghent 

the U n ited  S ta tes  and B r i ta in  w e re  pledged to do th e ir  best to 

abolish the s lave trade  and consequently entitled  the B r i t is h  

Government to call ser ious  attention to the Amistad v ic tim s now 

about ready  to appear before the Suprem e Court. F o x  s tated ,  

f,lt is under these circum stances that H e r  M a jes ty 's  Government 

earn e s tly  hope that the P re s id e n t  of the United  S ta tes  w ill find  

him self empowered to take such measures on behalf of the a fo re ­
said A fr ic a n s  as shall secure  them the possession of th e ir

105l ib e r ty ,  to w h ich , without doubt, they a re  by law entitled . "
T h is  express ion  o f concern by the B r i t is h  Government could of course  

have l i t t le  effect on a case before the Suprem e C ourt but as it was 

re leased  to the p re s s  before  the t r ia l  it did s e rv e  notice to the 

ju d ic ia ry  of the dip lom atic implications of the case. T h e  G. E . S . 

could h a rd ly  claim  any c red it  fo r  the eventual freedom of the 

Amistad negroes but th e ir  in te res t does i l lu s t ra te  th e ir  concern  

fo r  the conditions o f the negro in a reas  fa r  removed from the 

control of the B r i t is h  Government. Even as la te  as Novem ber 1841 , 

a f te r  the freedom  of the Amistad captives had been sec u red , the 

G. E . S .  was petition ing  the Government to p ro v id e  a ship fo r  th e ir  

t ransporta t ion  back to A fr ic a .

104 Ib id ,  le t te r  from W il l iam  F o x  S trangew ays  to W il l ia m  P a to n ,
23 D ecem ber 1839.

105 B em is , John Quincy Adams and The  Union p. 404

106 G. E .  S . M inute Book I I I ,  18 Novem ber 1841
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T h e  1830 's  then, was a per iod  of growth and co -opera tion

as fa r  as the development of the G. E .  S . was concerned. G ranted

the S o c ie ty  clung to its independence and refused to be dominated

by la r g e r  and w e a lth ie r  London so c ie t ies ,  but it is neverthe less

a fact that at the height of the apprenticeship struggle  they w il l in g ly

co -opera ted  with the London abol ition^/Hfe by petitioning and

m em oria liz ing  the Governm ent and by sending th ree  separa te

slates of delegates to meetings in E x e te r  H a ll .  F ro m  1833 to 1840

the G. E .  S . sent f iv e  petit ions  to P a r l ia m e n t ,  four m em oria ls  to

Government m in is te rs ,  th re e  delegations to meetings in London plus

numerous addresses and le t te rs  to people not just in B r i ta in  but on

the Continent and the U n ited  S ta tes  as w e ll .  In a l l ,  th ere  w e re
s ix ty -s ix  meetings of the G .E .  S .  during  this p e r io d ,  seventeen

of which w e re  public . On the average  this means that o v e r  a s ix
year p er io d  the S o c ie ty  met about once a month and held n e a rly
th ree  public  meetings a y e a r .  These f ig u re s  a re  deceptive ,

how ever, as th e re  w ere  per io d s  such as during the f i r s t  s ix  months

of 1839 when the Soc ie ty  was quite inactive. A ls o ,  a number of

meetings w e re  ca lled  fo r  purposes other than pursu ing an t is la v e ry

w ork. One such meeting was convened in June 1836 to exp ress  thanks

to James Johnston, the t r e a s u r e r ,  fo r  his w ork  before  his em igration

to Canada. A  s im ila r  m eetin g  a y e a r  la te r  drew  up a le t te r  of

apprec ia tion  to James McCune Smith who was re tu rn in g  to New

Y o rk  a f te r  having completed his education at the U n iv e rs ity  of 
107Glasgow. N e v e r th e le s s  the S o c ie ty  showed a ra th e r  rem arkab le  

energy during  the 1830 's . T h is  zeal can be traced  to a number of 

causes o r  reasons. One of the m ore important of these was that the

107 Ib id ,  I I ,  16 June 1836 , 5 June 1837
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S o cie ty  worked fo r  specif ic  and obtainable goals. O f cou rse ,

most B r i t is h  ph ilan th ro p ic  soc ieties  of the day had spec if ic  goals

and some of them incred ib ly  so. It would, how ever, be stre tch ing

c re d ib i l i ty  to believe  that the goals of some of these societies  such

as The Socie ty  fo r  Return ing  Young Women to th e ir  F r ie n d s  in the

C ountry  o r  The Southampton Soc ie ty  fo r  the Reform ation of G yps ies ,
108w ere  e ith e r  p rac t ica l o r  obtainable. On the o ther hand, the 

f ight against s la v e ry  and subsequently against apprenticeship was a 

re a l is t ic  e ffo rt  with e v e ry  chance of success. C e r ta in ly  the support 

of Thompson's mission to the U n ited  S ta tes  was feas ib le  no m atter  

how unadvisable. F u r t h e r ,  the e ffo rt  to suppress s la v e ry  through­
out the res t of the w orld  did have a strong appeal and was within  

the rea lm  of p o s s ib il ity .  B r i ta in  a f t e r  all did w ie ld  immense 

in ternational power and if  this w e re  applied in an e ffo rt  to abolish  

s lavery  it would be reasonable to expect successful resu lts . The  

problem lay in getting the Government to apply this power and to this  

end the G. E .  S . constantly worked through m em oria ls , petitions  

and correspondence. T h is  brings up another reason fo r  the v igorous  

ac tiv ity  of the G. E .  S . in the decade of the 1830's . In th e ir  fight 

against apprenticeship they had every  reason to expect success. It 

was through the e ffo rt  of the abo lit ion is ts  that the B r i t is h  slave  

trade  had been elim inated in 1807 and la te r  they had been responsib le  

fo r  the abolition of W est Indian s la ve ry  in 1834. Relying on many of 

the same arguments they had called upon to abolish s la v e ry ,  they 

could, with reasonable assu ran ce , look fo rw a rd  to a successful 

campaign against apprenticeship . Another reason fo r  th is  ac t iv ity  

of the G .E .  S . lay in the fact that th e re  was a s u rp r is in g  amount of

108 B ro w n , F a th e rs  of the V ic to r ia n s  pp. 3 2 9 ,3 4 0
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public in te re s t  and sympathy fo r  i ts  cause. T h e re  would be l i t t le  

reason to hold so many public meetings if  the members of the public  

w ere  apathetic  toward the S o c ie ty 's  aims. It is d if f icu lt  to 

determ ine exactly  how many w ere  in attendance at the v a r io u s  public  

gatherings of the G .E .  S . The  new spaper accounts almost in va r iab ly  

re p o rt  a " la rg e  and respectab le  au d ien ce"  in attendance but exactlyI
what this means is questionable . One indication of the attendance  

is the capacity  of the meeting p laces . O v e r  half  of the public  

meetings took place in D r .  W a rd la w 's  G eorge S t re e t  Chapel which  

held approxim ately  twelve hundred people. O th e r  meetings took 

place in D r .  H e u g h 's  Regent S tre e t  Chapel and Rev. A n derson 's  

John S tre e t  Chapel both of which w e r e  somewhat la rg e r  . C onse­
quently it would not be unreasonable to assume that attendance  

f igu res  would norm ally  have been som ewhere between eight hundred  

and one thousand fo r  the average public  meeting and s ign ifican tly  

higher when men such as O 'C o n n e ll  o r  Thompson w e re  on the p la t ­
form. At the Annual Meeting of 1838, W a rd la w 's  church was f i l le d

and according to rep o rts  severa l hundred people had to be turned  
109away. E a r l i e r  it was reported  that W a rd la w 's  Chapel was f i l le d  

on the occasion of Thompson's re tu rn  from A m erica  and that Heugh's  

Chapel was likew ise  f i l le d  la te r  on that ye a r  at a meeting ca lled  to 

p ra is e  Thompson fo r  his success in his debate against Rev.

B rec k in r id g e . T h is  indicates a great deal of middle c lass support 

fo r  th e ir  aims without which the ir  e f fo rts  would have had l i t t le  e f fe c t .

It should also be taken into consideration  that public meetings addressed  

by popular f ig u res  fo r  w hatever cause be it tem perance, a n t is la v e ry ,  

f re e  tra d e  etc. , w ere  a source of mass enterta inm ent much l ik e  the

109 Glasgow A rg u s ,  6 August 1838

110 G. E .  S .  Minute Book I I ,  20 January 1836 , 1 August 1836.
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th ea tre  o r  cinema a re  today. It must also be rem em bered  that they 

w e re  able to get a la rg e  number o f people to sign p e t it io n s , in two 

cases well o ve r  1 0 0 ,0 0 0 .  T h is  w idespread  public sympathy and 

support gave th e ir  petitions and m em oria ls  popular backing and 

demanded at least that the Governm ent take notice of them ra th e r  

than having them u t te r ly  ignored as i f  presented by crackpots .

T h e  final reason fo r  the energy  of the G. E .  S . in the 1830's  

lay in its  capable and e n e rg e tic  leadersh ip . G eorge Thompson,

Smeal and M u rra y  w e re ,  of c o u rs e , the backbone of the S o c ie ty .

It was M u r ra y 's  re s p o n s ib il i ty  as corresponding s e c re ta ry  to keep  

in contact with other so c ie t ies  inform ing them of the p o licy  o f the 

G. E .  S . and co -o rd in a t in g  the S o c ie ty 's  w ork with the o th e r  groups.

In this he was helped by Smeal the reco rd in g  s e c re ta ry  who was also  

respons ib le  fo r  the pub lication  of the Annual Report and the v a r io u s  

pamphlets the G. E .  S .  issued. But it was Thompson who was the real 

gu iding light in the '3 0 's .  As the founder of the G. E .  S . and its  

paid le c tu r e r  fo r  four y e a r s ,  it was he who represen ted  th e ir  v iew s  

throughout B r i ta in .  H is  influence was such that upon his  recommend­

ation in 1838 the G .E .  S . even changed its name to the Glasgow
111Em ancipation and A b o rig in es  P ro te c t io n  S o c ie ty . A f te r  the 

ending of apprenticesh ip  Thompson became in te rested  in India and the 

advocacy of the cause of the natives  held in s lave ry  there . F o r  a 

b r ie f  per iod  he was engaged by the A b orig ines  P ro te c t io n  S o c ie ty  to 

plead the cause of the Indian natives  hence the junction with the  

G. E . S .  N ine  months la te r  Thompson was back explain ing why he 

had removed his connection w ith the A borig ines  P ro te c t io n  S o c ie ty  

and was now supporting the B r i t is h  India Socie ty  founded by Joseph

111 Ib id , 6 S ep tem b er 1838
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P ease  of D a ri in g to n . N eed less  to say , the G. E .  S . imm ediately
11 3agreed to unite in prom oting the aims of that S o c ie ty .  Indeed ,

under Thompson's guidance, n e a r ly  the e n t ire  Annual Meeting in

1839 was given o v e r  to speeches concerning the poor in India .
114Thompson and M a jo r  G eneral B r ig g s  made an appeal to w hich

the audience of G lasgow as one of the m ajor cotton m anufacturing

centres of B r i ta in  w e re  esp ec ia lly  vu lnerab le . It w as a ss erte d

that in In d ia ,  B r i ta in  had a country capab le  of an almost boundless

supply of raw  cotton at a f a r  lo w e r  p r ic e  than they w e re  pay ing  fo r

it to the s lavehold ing p la n te rs  in A m erica . At the same tim e, by
encouraging the countr ies  in Ind ia , B r i ta in  would open up an

unlim ited f ie ld  fo r  th e ir  m anufacturers  and give a c e r ta in  death
115blow to s la v e ry  in the A m erican  South. T h is  was just the kind

of argument which appealed to the members of the G. E . S . and they

voted approval of the aims of the B r i t is h  India S o c ie ty . It was also
the f i r s t  public stand the G. E .  S .  was to take in the co n tro versy

over f re e  trad e  though as yet they had not come out s trongly  one

way o r  another. H o w e v e r ,  as Thompson was a s trong advocate of

f re e  t ra d e ,  it would not be too long before  the G .E .  S . w ere  to
116jo in  him in the s trugg le .

Obviously then it was Thompson who led the Socie ty  in the 

decade of the 1830 's  and it was Smeal and M u rra y  w ho c a r r ie d  out 

the day to day w ork  and d ire c t io n . T h e re  w e re  o th e rs ,  how ever,

11 2 S ee  B r i t is h  In d ia ,  P roceed ings  at a P u b lic  Meeting in 
D arling ton  (D ar l in g to n  1839)

113 G .E .  S . M inute Book I I , 13 May 1839

114 M a jo r  G eneral John B r ig g s  was the author of T h e  Cotton 
T ra d e  of India (London 1840) and one of the leaders  in the 
movement c a l l in g  fo r  commercial development of B r i t is h  India

115 G. E .  S . M inute Book I I ,  1 August 1839

116 T h is t le th w a ite ,  T h e  A n g lo -A m e rican  Connection pp. 161-2  
In June and August of 1841 the G. E . S . came out strongly in 
support o f f r e e  tra d e . S ee  G. E . S . Minute Book I I I ,  18 June 
1841 , 2 August 1 841.
Wil so n , H is to r ic a l  Notes of George Thompson's Labours p. 2.
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who took an in te res ted  and ac tive  ro le  such as Revs. Heugh,

W a r d la w  and Anderson and James Johnston, James McCune Smith  

and W il l ia m  Paton. Even R o bert G raham e, who by this time was  

well past his p r im e ,  was in te res ted  enough to ch a ir  th ir teen  of th e ir  

meetings and consequently add a m easure of p re s t ig e  to the gatherings.

It was undoubtedly due to the in te re s t  taken in the Soc ie ty  by men such 

as Graham e and the leading dissenting c le rgy  of the city that the 

Socie ty  was able to a t tra c t  a ttention  and it was due to the e ffo rts  of 

Smeal and M u rra y  that those in te res ted  w e re  kept informed of the 

p ro g res s  of th e ir  e ffo rts .
These fo u r  fa c to rs  : 1) spec if ic  and obtainable goals; 2) an 

exp ecta tion  of success; 3) pub lic  in te re s t  and sympathy, and 

4) en e rg e tic  leadersh ip  -  w e re  interdependent and during the 1830 's  

they w orked  harm oniously together and provided  an atmosphere which  

made the G. E . S .  one of the most e ffec tive  a n t is la v e ry  groups in 

B r ita in .
It was during th is  decade of the 1 830 's  that the G. E . S .

rece ived  a great deal of support from  the L a d ie s  A u x i l ia ry .  T h is

society g rew  out o f the Glasgow L a d ie s  A n t i -S la v e r y  Association

which had been founded by Thompson in M arch 1833 during the height
117of the a n t is la v e ry  ag ita tion . On January 8 ,  1834, Thompson

founded the Glasgow L a d ie s  A ssocia tion  in aid of the Glasgow

Em ancipation S o c ie ty  which became known as the Glasgow L a d ie s
118A u x i l ia ry  Em ancipation S o c ie ty .  D u ring  the '3 0 's  with W il l iam

S m ea l's  s is te r  Jane as its s e c re ta ry  the Lad ies  A u x i l ia ry  donated

to the G. E .  S . £ 4 3 3 .  7s. 10^d. and p r in ted  fo u r  thousand pamphlets.

Included in the pamphlets w e re  two thousand copies of The W rongs
11 9of A f r ic a  by M iss M. B .  Tuckey . T h is  was a co llection  of t ru ly

117 Scots  T im e s ,  1 2 M arch 1833
118 G. E .  S . M inute Book I ,  8 January 1834
119 M. B. T u c k e y ,  Th e  W rongs  of A f r ic a  (Glasgow 1837) located at

the M itchell L i b r a r y ,  (Glasgow, 'the  w ork  o f Miss Tuckey brings  
to mind M rs . Je llyby  of D lcke n 's  novel B leak House. M rs . Je llyby  
whose total preoccupation  w ith  A f r ic a  resu lted  in interm inable  
t r a c t s ,  le t te rs  and inconsequential b icker in g  w h ile  rem aining

| ob liv ious to the chaos surrounding  h e r ,c a n  be taken as an example
I of the almost unbridgeab le  gulf then existing  between the w orking

classes and the p h ila n th ro p ic  soc ieties  of the day.



exe crab le  occasional poe try  and an appeal to the women of G rea t

B r i ta in  from  M rs . A . D. M i l le r  and M iss E lizab e th  P e a s e ,

s e c re ta r ie s  of the D arling ton  L a d ie s  S o c ie ty ,  fo r  the U n ive rs a l

A b o li t io n  of S la v e r y ,  to jo in  the ag itation  against apprenticeship .

In addition to holding a n t is la v e ry  b aza ars  in both Glasgow and

K ilm arnock they also d rew  up , at considerab le  expense, a petition
1 20to the Queen against apprenticesh ip  in the e a r ly  p a r t  of 1838.

H o w e v e r ,  the main function o f the L a d ie s  A u x i l ia ry  was to ra is e  money 

fo r  the G. E .  S . in support of th e ir  a c t iv it ie s .  O f the approxim ate  

£ 2 ,0 0 0  spent by the G. E .  S . during  this p e r io d ,  w e l l  over twenty 

percent was supplied by the L a d ie s  A u x i l ia r y .  The  financial backing  

given by the women became esp ec ia lly  s ignificant when it is re a l iz e d  

that during the econom ically  depressed y e a rs  of 1837-8  they sub­
s id ized the G. E .  S .  to the amount of £ 3 0 7  out of the £ 6 9 3  they 

121spent. As o f  August 2 ,  1838 , the G. E .  S . found i ts e lf  £ 2 2 0  in 

debt. T h is  meant that of the £ 4 7 3  of rea l  money collected by the 

G. E . S .  n e a r ly  two th ird s  came from  its  a u x i l ia ry ,  a fact the men 

w ere  w ise  enough to rem em ber and fre q u en tly  thanked them fo r .
T h e  a c t iv it ie s  of the G. E .  S . during  the 1830 's w ere  marked  

by severa l c h a ra c te r is t ic s  which m ake the period  d is t in c tive  from  

any other in its  h is to ry .  T h e re  was of co u rs e , th e ir  tendency to 

remain independent. T h is  was matched as at almost no other time  

in th e ir  h is to ry  by a w il l in g n ess  to c o -o p e ra te  with the o ther a n t i ­

s lavery  soc ie ties . T h is  resu lted  in a concentration  of e f fo rt  when 

the need a ro s e  as during  the apprenticesh ip  campaign and a 

d iv e rs if ic a t io n  o f in te re s t ,  re f le c te d  by th e ir  junction with the 

A b o rig in es  P ro te c t io n  S o c ie ty .  The  in fluence of re l ig io n  in the
i

1 20 Second R eport  of the Glasgow L a d ie s  A u x i l ia ry  Em ancipation  
S o c ie ty  1 August 1839 (G lasgow 1839). T h is  and o th e r  
Annual R ep o rts  of the L a d ie s  soc ie ties  a re  located at the 
M itchell L i b r a r y ,  G lasgow.

121 G. E .  S .  Annual R ep o rt  1838 , S e e  the abs trac t of the 
T r e a s u r e r s  Account.
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a n t is la v e ry  s trugg le  of the G. E .  S . can sca rc e ly  be over  

emphasized. S la v e ry  w as a sin not just in the B r i t is h  E m p ire  

but all o v e r  the w orld . A s  they re p e a te d ly  s tressed  at th e ir  

public m eetings, the e v i ls  of s la v e ry  knew no national boundaries.  

T h is  fe e l in g , coupled with the re l ig io u s  fe rv o u r  of the tim e, was of 

utmost im portance in exp la in ing  the continued an t is la ve ry  ag itation
1 22

of the p er iod . F in a l ly ,  th e re  was a fee ling  of optimism caused
by a v e ry  real expectation o f  success in the fight against

apprenticesh ip . At this stage th ere  was no rea l reason to assume

that fu r th e r  e f fo rts  against s la v e ry  and the s lave  trad e  would not

bear f ru i t .  A f te r  a l l ,  the 30 ’s had shown that the vigorous e ffo rts
of a vocal m inority  cou ld , on occasion , induce the Government to

take sympathetic action on th e ir  behalf. In the case of the W est
Indies this was due to the fac t  that the burden of the em pire was

beginning to weigh upon B r i ta in .  A  new sense of respo ns ib il ity

to the colonies emerged and found expression  in the successful

struggle  against s la v e ry .  In the argument between the pro and

anti s la v e ry  factions the p la n te rs  made vigorous appeals to im peria l

sentiment and in te re s t  be liev ing  this would em barass the
1 23

abo lit ion is ts  by ra l ly in g  pub lic  opinion against them. The  

a n t i -s la v e ry  faction  on the o th e r  hand did not hes itate  to use anti 

im peria l language to ach ieve  th e ir  ends. T r u e ,  E m an c ip a tion  was  

accompanied through im peria l p o w e r ,  but in this c a s e  the ends 

ju s t if ie d  the means. F u r t h e r ,  this end (the emancipation of the

122 T h is  was a common fe a tu re  in nineteenth century  hum anitarian  
movements. S e e  B o lt ,  T h e  A n t i -S la v e r y  Movement and 
R econstruction  p. 5.

123 F o r  an example of such an appeal in the G lasgow a r e a ,  see  
Glasgow W est India S o c ie ty  Minute Book 1, 6 May 1826,  
P e ti t io n  to the House of Commons. The  petit ion  s tresses  
the harm which the abo lition  of s la ve ry  would cause the 
W est Indies and to the co lonists l iv ing  there .
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s la v e s ),  w as the v e ry  opposite of im peria lism  in that B r i ta in  would

f r e e  the s laves re g a rd le s s  of w hether o r  not it destroyed the

p lan te rs  and even though it was at a heavy cost to the B r i t is h  
1 24tre a s u ry .  W h ile  it is a fact that it w as the p la n te rs  themselves

who abolished the app renticesh ip  system , it is also true  that

sympathy in P a r l ia m e n t  was undeniably build ing in support of the

app ren tices . T h e  action taken by the p la n te rs  was m erely  to

fo re s ta ll  London 's  in te r fe re n c e  into the r ig h ts  of the W est Indian
125assem blies to leg is la te  fo r  themselves. The  G. E .  S . could 

look back on a decade o f success and fo rw a rd  into the next decade  

with r e a l is t ic  hopes that fu r th e r  in ro a d s  against s lavery  would be 

achieved. U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  it was due to a man so important to the 

crea tio n  of the G. E . S . , W il l ia m  L loyd  G a r r is o n ,  that the Socie ty  

was n e a r ly  destroyed .

124 B u r t ,  T h e  Evo lu tion  of The  B r i t is h  E m p ire  pp. 2 0 7 -8

125 M ath ieson, B r i t is h  S la v e  Em ancipation pp. 18 -20



C H A P T E R  IV

D iscord  W ith in  The  Glasgow Em ancipation Soc ie ty  1840-41

W ith  the abolition of Colonial Apprenticesh ip  in 1838 , the

a n t i -s la v e ry  movement in G re a t  B r i ta in  found i ts e lf  in effect out

of a job. Most of the abo lit ion is t soc ie ties  had been formed fo r

this purpose and w ith  its  term ination  there  was some tendency

to disband o r  simply to lose in te re s t .  T h is  tendency was to some

extent re f le c te d  in the ac t iv ity  of the G. E .  S . w hich , though it  had

shown i ts e lf  to be quite catho lic  in its w ork during the 1830 ’s ,

showed a de f in ite  s lackening of in te re s t  in 1839. D uring  th is

yea r  the committee held only four m eetings, two of which w e re
concerned with p u re ly  procedura l m atters  such as appointing a

subcommittee to a r ra n g e  fo r  the Annual Meeting o r  to hear and
approve the Annual R eport.  Th e  two public  meetings held that y e a r

show that th e  S o c ie ty  was search ing  fo r  an issue which would

capture  the in te re s t  of the public and spark  off another round of

popular ag itation  -  this time aimed d ire c t ly  at the A m erican  
2

s laveh o ld ers . In this it fa iled  p a r t ly  because the issues of the 

Amistad captives and the recognition o f Texas  w e re  so remote and 

in any case would have had l i t t le  e ffect on the people and p a r t ly  

because of this sense of apathy existing a f te r  the end of A p p re n t ic e ­

ship. T h is  gradual dec line  in in te res t  was also re f le c te d  in the 

financing of the S o c ie ty .  The accounts show an expenditu re  of 

just o ve r  £ 1 7 6  exc lu s ive  of that money paid against its debt as 

opposed to almost £ 7 0 0  expended during the p rev io u s  eighteen  

months. In a le t te r  to one of the committeemen of the B r i t is h  and

1 T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  p . 63
2 G. E . S . M inute Book I I .  Th e  committee meetings w e re  held  

on 13 May 1839 , 18 July 1839, 31 July 1839 and 9 O ctober  
1839. T h e  tw o  pub lic  meetings took p lace  on 1 August 
1839 and 15 O cto ber 1839.
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F o re ig n  Anti S la v e ry  Socie ty  S m ea l,  who was about ready to make

the annual co llection  of sub scrip tions , said :

"I am a good deal disappointed that more zeal in 
contributing to this p ra isew o rth y  object has not 
been man ifested in this q u a r te r ,  esp ec ia lly  as I 
had it advert ised  in our most extensive ly  read  
L ib e ra l  Jo u rn a l,  the A rg u s ,  and th re w  off from  
i ts  types 300 C irc u la rs  and had them addressed  
to our most influential benevolent and re l ig io u s  
c h a ra c te rs  in the C ity  and neighbourhood. "3

T h e re  was no in tention, how eve r,  at least on the p a r t  of the G. E . S.

le a d e rs h ip ,  to give up the s trugg le  fo r  un iversa l emancipation but
a new d ire c t io n  and new issues w e re  needed to convey to th e ir

fo llow ing the necessity  fo r  continuing agitation. T h is  new impetus

was prov ided  in a round about way by the founding of the B r i t is h
and F o re ig n  Anti S la v e ry  Socie ty  in London.

At a meeting called by Joseph S tu rg e  and a group of leading
London abo lit ion is ts  in E x e te r  Hall on the 17th and 18th of A p r i l ,

1839 delegates from all over B r i ta in  reso lved  to o rg a n ize  a
4society fo r  the un iversa l abolition of s la v e ry .  T h is  was a new  

d irec t io n  as fa r  as the London abo lit ion is ts  w e re  concerned as 

h ere to fo re  they had concerned themselves p r im a r i ly  with colonial 

s la v e ry  and apprenticesh ip . T h is  new society ca lled  the B r i t is h  

and F o re ig n  Anti S la v e ry  Socie ty soon took the in it ia t iv e  and 

leadersh ip  in the campaign against w o r ld  s la v e ry  away from  the  

Scottish  soc ie ties  w here it had o r ig in a ted  in 1833 with the 

Edinburgh and Glasgow groups. T h is  was to be a source of  

some annoyance at least to the G. E . S . as evidenced by a le t te r

3 G. E .  S . Annual Reports  1838 -9 . S e e  abs trac t of the T r e a s u r e r s
Account
B . F .  A . S .  S . P a p e rs ,  M. S . S . B r .  Emp. S I  8. C l 0 5 /6 0 ,  Smeal 
to H en ry  S t e r r y ,  22 January 1840.

4 T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  pp. 6 5 -6
Douglas H. M aynard , "The  W o rld  A n t i -S la v e r y  Convention  
of 1840» M iss iss ipp i V a lle y  H is to r ic a l  R e v ie w , vol. 4 7 ,
(1960-61 f 4 5 3
A  Chronological Summary O f Th e  W ork  Of Th e  B r i t is h  &
F o re ig n  A n t i -S la v e r y  Soc ie ty  D u rin g  the Nineteenth Century  
( 1 839-1 900)(London n. d. ) seo H n n ^ i f . t in n  of th~ ^ c i e t y



from Smeal to John S cob le  in which he reminded Scob le  of the

p a rt  they had a lread y  p layed in the w orld  fight against s la v e ry .

Smeal went on to say that the G. E .  S . would w il l in g ly  c o -o p e ra te

with the " la te ly  institu ted  !B. F .  A . S . S . 1 in any measure calcu lated
5

in our judgement to fu r th e r  our common ob ject" .

T h e  B. F .  A . S . S .  d i f fe re d  from the Scottish  soc ie ties  in that it 

was national in scope r a th e r  than m erely  p ro v in c ia l .  Almost 

immediately it began o rg an iz in g  a campaign to f re e  the Am istad  

negroes and opposing the B r i t is h  Governm ent's  recognition of 

T e x a s  a lread y  r e fe r r e d  to. T h e  most s ign ificant undertak ing of  

the new so c ie ty ,  how eve r,  was to call fo r  and o rg a n ize  a W orld  

Anti S la v e ry  Convention to be held in London's F reem a so n 's  Hall  
in June 1840. T h e  object would be to inv ite  delegates from all 

o v e r  the w o r ld  but ch ie f ly  from  the Un ited  S ta te s ,  to meet in 

London a n d  inaugura te  an in te rn a tio n a l campaign against s lave ry .
A s host they would be respons ib le  fo r  all its  p rep a ra t io n s  including

Q
the agenda. T h is  in turn  would resu lt  in the B. F .  A . S . S . 's  taking  

a leading ro le  in its opera tion  and p la c e  it in a position of le a d e r ­
ship in the w o r ld  movement. T h is  cannot have set too well with  

the le a d e rs h ip  of the G. E .  S .  but the idea of a W o r ld  Convention  

was in i ts e lf  a t t ra c t iv e  in that it might renew  enthusiasm fo r  its  

e ffo rts .

5 B. F .  A. S .  S . P a p e r s , M. S .  S . B r .  Emp. S 1 8 .C 2 1 /1 0 7  
Smeal to John S c o b le ,  1 January 1840.
T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  pp. 6 6 -7

6 G i lb e r t  H . B a rn e s ,  T h e  A n t is la v e ry  Impulse 1830-1844  
(New Y o rk  1933) p. 171
Trum an N e lso n , (ed. ) Documents of U p h e a v a l , S e lec tions  
F ro m  W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n 's  Th e  L ib e r a to r  1831 -65  
(New Y o rk  1966) p. 170
T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  pp. 85-91
M ayn ard , " The  W o r ld  A n t i -S la v e r y  Convention" pp. 4 5 3 ,4 5 5 - 6

122



A t a pub lic  meeting on January 9 ,  1840, called to h ea r  John

S c o b le ,  who was on tour drumming up enthusiasm fo r  the Convention

as well as discussing the re s u lts  of N egro  Emancipation in the West

Ind ies , the G. E .  S . thanked Scob le  fo r  his inform ation and expressed

satis faction  at the form ation of the B F . A . S .  S .  though of course it

was determ ined to rem ain  independent. The fo llow ing day at another

pub lic  meeting the G .E .  S . approved of the Convention and appointed

a lis t  of delegates to re p re s e n t  it. It was also decided that the

S o c ie ty  w ould , before  the Convention met, appoint as delegates

anyone f r ie n d ly  to the cause that would be in London at the time

as it fe lt  it was v e ry  important to have as many delegates as
7

possible in o rd e r  to im press the o ther countries . F u r t h e r ,  any 

m easure such as a W o r ld  Convention, which was calcu lated  to 

re v iv e  in te re s t  in the then flagging B r i t is h  movement could only  

s erve  to benefit the Glasgow society. Thus by en thus ias tica lly  

supporting the Convention the G. E .  S . was in e ffe c t ,  promoting  

its own in te res ts . R e a lis in g  this the committee laid great  

emphasis on encouraging the appointment of as many delegates  

as possib le  to the Convention.

In A m e r ic a ,  the only o ther country to send a s izab le  

delegation to the Convention, the proposed convention met with  

an enthus ias tic  response in abo lit ion is t  c irc le s .  H o w e v e r ,  the 

abo lit ion is t movement in the U n ited  S tates  had split into two 

q u a rre l l in g  factions caused p r im a r i ly  by the insistence of G arr is o n  

that women be a llow ed to take an active  public  ro le  in the p r o ­

ceedings of the A m erican  Anti S la v e ry  Soc ie ty . Those members

7 G. E .  S . M inute Book I I ,  9 January 1840, 10 January 1840.
T h e  delegates appointed at the meeting of 10 January 1840 
w e re  Thompson, W h ite ,  S m ea l,  R a ton , K e tt le ,  Lang lands,  
M u r ra y ,  and Revs. Heugh, A nderson , P u l l e r ,  Graham.
S e e  B . F .  A . S . S .  P a p e r s ,  M. S . S . B r .  Emp. S18 . C 1 0 /
4 4 - 5 ,  Smeal to T re d g o ld ,  21 March 1840.
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of the A. A . S . S . , led by L e w is  Tappan , who d isagreed  with this  

view  walked out of the A. A. S . S . Convention of 1840 when they  

rea l is ed  that G arr is o n  had packed the meeting with his sup porte rs .  

A fte rw a rd s  they fo rm ed  a r iv a l  anti s la ve ry  society ca lled  the
g

Am erican and F o re ig n  Anti S la v e ry  S o c ie ty . The  call fo r  a 

W orld  Convention in 1840 o ffe red  an opportunity f o r  these r iv a l  

factions to gain p res t ig e  by associating  themselves with the 

B rit is h  abo lit ion is ts . Indeed, the Convention o ffe red  the means of 

enhancing the general repute and influence of the A m erican  

an t is la v e ry  movement. H o w ev er ,  it was through the ins is tence  

of G a rr is o n  that the A. A. S . S . which his sup porte rs  now c o n tro l le d ,  

appoint a number of women as d e leg a tes  to the Convention, that 
caused dissension at the Convention and la te r  sp lit  the B r i t is h  

movement. ^
T h e re  is no doubt that G a rr is o n  re a l is e d  that by appointing  

women as convention delegates his faction was to cause troub le  in 

London. In May of 1840 he had re p r in te d  in his new spaper Th e  

L ib e r a to r  a le t te r  from S tu rg e  to th e o ffic ia l  new spaper of the

A. A. S . S . The Em ancipator of M arch 12, 1840, which stated that 

there  was strong fee ling  against the idea of women as delegates  

and recommending that they not come. ^ But in a le t te r  to one of 

the o ther d e lega tes , Rev. G eorge B radburn  , he w ro te  ". . . I

8 N y e , W ill iam  L loyd  G a rr is o n  and the H um anitarian  R e fo rm e rs  
p p . 126 , 1 30.
F i l l e r ,  The C rusade Against S la v e ry  pp. 1 3 5 -6  
B a rn e s ,  The  Anti s lave ry  Impulse pp. 1 5 5 -8 ,  160 , 169 , 175. 
W y a tt -B ro w n ,  L e w is  Tappan and the Evangelical W a r  Against  
S la v e ry  pp. 197 -8 .  It should be noted that Tap pan 's  faction  
had also tr ie d  to pack the A. A . S . S . Convention in its  favour  
and consequently th e ir  la te r  c ry  of ,,fo u ln must be taken with  
a gra in  of salt.

9 M ayn ard , "The  W orld  A n t i -S la v e r y  Convention", pp. 4 5 4 ,  
4 5 6 -7

10 M e r r i l l ,  Against Wind and T id e  p. 161 
G a r r is o n ,  W il l iam  L lo yd  G a rr is o n  I I ,  353 
B a rn e s ,  The  A n tis la v e ry  Impulse pp. 171 -2
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beseech you , fa il not to have women recognized as equal beings

in i t" .   ̂  ̂ But wh i le  it is t ru e  that G a rr is o n  was well aw are  that

his stand on the r ig h ts  of women to p a r t ic ip a te  in the Convention

would be opposed in London and that at least some o f  the B r i t is h

abo lit ion is t le a d e rs  w e re  p re p a re d  to do so , it is not t ru e  that the

B r i t is h  ab o lit io n is ts  as a whole w e re  aw are  of the con flic t.  Some
had n ev er  heard  of the dispute and when they w ere  confronted with

it at the Convention they showed that they opposed any such p rocedure

which was so ra d ic a l ly  at v a r ia n c e  with established B r i t is h  p ra c t ic e s  
1 2in such m atters . A ll B r i t is h  a n t is la v e ry  soc ie ties  w e re  segregated

accord ing to sex and w hile  they may have been a f f i l ia te d  with each o ther

such as the G. E .  S .  and its  L a d ie s  A u x i l ia r y ,  they none the less had

a b a r r i e r  between them. Women simply did not p a r t ic ip a te  in the
public o r  p r iv a te  gatherings of the men. T h is  was not n e c e s s a r i ly

the case as fa r  as the fem ale  meetings w e re  concerned fo r  as in the

case of the G lasgow L a d ie s  A u x i l ia ry  Socie ty  men frequen tly  took 
1 3an active  ro le .  None the less in the past, as in the en t ire  h is tory

of the G .E .  S .  , women w ere  not to take an ac tive  ro le  in its formal 
14proceedings. Again th ere  had been no women delegates at the 

various  meetings in E x e te r  Hall during the apprenticesh ip  agitation

11 Ruchames, T h e  L e t te r s  of W il l ia m  L lo yd  G a rr is o n  I I ,  587  
G a rr is o n  to G eorge  B rad burn  24 A p r i l ,  1840

12 B a rn e s ,  T h e  Anti S la v e ry  Impulse pp. 171 -2

13 F o r  exam ples  of this p art ic ip a tio n  of the men in the pub lic  
meetings of the fem ale  soc ie ties  see G. E .  S .  Minute Book I ,
8 January 1834 and Second Annual Report of the Glasgow  
F em a le  Ant? S la v e ry "S o c ie ty  (G lasgow  1843)

14 R eport of the D iscussion  at the F i r s t  Meeting of the Members  
of the Glasgow Em ancipation  Socie ty  31 M ay, 18^1 (Glasgow  
1841) p. 5.
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in 1 83 7 -8  and women w e re  in v a r ia b ly  excluded from  p art ic ip a tin g

in public  meetings though they often made up a s ignificant p a r t  of

the audience. It was simply not done in B r i ta in  and when they w ere

confronted with it at the Convention they reac ted  in a manner which

one would well have expected. R ev. C h a r le s  Stovel rep resen ting

the B aptis t  Union stated that the Question :

"how ever it may have been discussed in A m e r ic a ,  is 
to ta lly  new to me. I n ev er  heard  a word of it before .
I c e r ta in ly  n ever studied what is ca lled  the r igh ts  of 
women . . .  I appeal to you on all sides of the question,  
w hether what you a re  pursu ing  is the great object fo r  
which we a re  met . . .  W e ought not to be compelled to 
discuss this question , o r  to decide upon it now. I f  it 
te a rs  you r S o c ie t ie s  to p ieces in the U n ited  S ta tes  
why would you te a r  in p ieces  our c o n v e n t io n ? " !5

C e r ta in ly  the question had n ever r is e n  in the Glasgow society and no

mention is made on the subject w hatsoever in e i th e r  its Minute Books

o r  in its  Annual R e p o rts  up to 1840. Indeed, the G. E .  S .  seemed to
be unaw are  that th e re  was such a dispute in the Un ited  S ta tes .  The
reason fo r  this is simple as this issue had only come to a head just

one month befo re  the W o rld  Convention at the Annual Convention

of the A . A. S .  S .  in New  Y o rk  a lread y  r e fe r r e d  to (See  pages 123 -

4).  Due to the com para tive ly  s low  communications of the day , th e re

was l i t t le  time fo r  in form ation of the A. A. S .  S .  Convention to be

passed to the B r i t is h  soc ie ties  much less cause anything l ike  a

co n tro ve rs y . F u r t h e r ,  the G. E .  S .  had since its inception looked

upon G a rr is o n  and the A . A . S .  S .  as the lead ers  of the movement in

A m erica  and w h ile  the committeemen may have been aw are  of his stand

on the r ig h ts  of women, they c e r ta in ly  had not been viewed as a

d iv is iv e  issue up to the time of the W o r ld  Convention. As ea r ly

as 1832 he had insisted  that women become full p a r tn e rs  in the

1 5 P ro c eed in g s  of the General A n t i -S la v e r y  Convention called  
by the committee of the B r i t is h  and F o re ig n  Ant? S la v e ry  
S o c ie ty  from  F r id a y .  June 12th to Tu esd ay . June 23rd  1840 
(London 1841) p. 43.
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1 6a b o lit io n is t  crusade and although G a rr is o n  may have a lte re d  his

stand on many issues on th is  he rem ained  adament. O f course

there  is a vast d if fe re n c e  between aw areness and compliance and

c e r ta in ly  many m em bers of the G. E .  S . would have and eventually

did dissent from his position . But up to this point there  had been

no reason fo r  the G .E .  S . e i th e r  to condone o r  re je c t  or even to

discuss the issue. It simply had not concerned the S ocie ty .

Between January 10 and June 1 , 1840 the G. E .  S . held no
o ffic ia l meetings though the s e c r e ta r ie s ,  M u rra y  and Smeal w ere

obviously busy rounding up and appointing as G .E .  S . delegates
men who would be in London during  the Convention. To the

o r ig ina l tw elve  delegates appointed at the January meeting there
w e re  added another eleven and by the time the Convention assembled

this  had grown to tw e n ty -s ix .  O f the tw e n ty -s ix  delegates from

Glasgow two w e re  re p re s e n ta t iv e s  of groups o ther than the G .E .  S .
Rev. A lexa n d er  H a rv e y  rep res en ted  the R e l ie f  Synod of Scotland

and John A. F u l la r to n  rep res en ted  the Congregational Union of
Scotland . Daniel O 'C onnell was appointed as a G. E . S . delegate

owing to his connection w ith  the Socie ty  as an honorary  and

corresponding  member. O th e r  prominent G. E .  S . delegates

included James O swald  and John Dennistoun, two local M .P .  's  and
1 7George Thompson who also represen ted  the Edinburgh S o c ie ty .

Th e  W o rld  Convention was called  to o rd e r  on June 12,

1840 and commenced with an address by the ageing Thomas C la rkso n .

Immediately th e re a f te r  p a r t  of the Am erican delegation , led by 
1 8Wendell P h i l l ip s  in the absence of G a r r is o n ,  brought up the 

issue of recognis ing  a group of Am erican  women as o ffic ia l delegates

16 N e lso n , Documents of Upheaval The L ib e r a to r  14 July 1832 
p. 54

17 P ro c eed in g s  of the G enera l A n t i -S la v e r y  Convention  
pp. 5 7 3 -8 4  G. E .  S . Minute Book I I ,  1 June 1840
S e e  Appendix II.

18 W endell P h i l l ip s  was the son of the f i r s t  M ayor of Boston and
a graduate  of H a rv a rd  C o llege  in 1831. He abandoned the profession
of law to devote h im self fu ll time to a n t is la v e ry  w ork in which he
became one of the most important A m erican  abo lit ion is ts  and 
throughout much of his c a r e e r  he remained a close fr ien d  of 
G a rr is o n .



{ by moving that a membership committee be appointed with ins tru ctions

to issue c red en tia ls  to all persons that had been p ro p e r ly  accred ited

by th e ir  local o rgan iza tions . T h is  would n e c e s s a ri ly  have included

the women appointed to the Convention by the M assachusetts Anti

S la v e ry  Soc ie ty  and the P h ila d e lp h ia  F em ale  Anti S la v e ry  Soc ie ty

and endorsed by the A . A . S .  S .  who had ignored S tu rg e 's  w arn ing
1 9about represen ta tion  at the Convention of th e ir  sex. Immediately  

this was opposed by n o t  only most of the B r i t is h  delegates but by a 

la rge  portion  of the A m erican  delegates as w e ll .  The  response of 
Rev. A lexa n d er  H a rv e y ,  a member of the G. E .  S .  and rep resen tin g  

the R e l ie f  Synod of S c o tlan d , was well rep re s e n ta t iv e  of the general 
reaction  of the delegates in that one f if th  of them w e re  m in is te rs  

and between one th ird  and one q u a rte r  of the rem ainder w e re  Q uakers  

plus rep res en ta tives  from  some th ir ty  nonconformist church groups.
He professed  great respec t fo r  women but only w ithin th e ir  sphere.

"H e  thought and conscientiously believed that if  he gave his vote  

fo r  admitting fem ales to vote and speak in such an assembly as the  

present he should be acting in opposition to what he considered the  

word of God". Instead of adopting the motion by P h i l l ip s  the 

Convention by an overw helm ing m a jo r ity  adopted a substitute
20proposal b a r r in g  women from  taking any p a r t  in the proceedings.

G a r r is o n ,  who had been detained by the May meeting of the

A. A. S .  S .  a r r iv e d  on June 17 and upon learn ing  of the exclusion  

of the fem ale  delegates re fused  to take any p a r t  in the Conventions  

a c t iv it ie s .  He c e r ta in ly  must have been p re p a re d  fo r  the 

Convention 's  decision and no doubt had contemplated just such a move.

19 G a r r is o n ,  W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a rr is o n  I I t 353.
M aynard , "T h e  W o r ld  A n t i -S la v e r y  Convention", p. 4 5 6 -7  
P roceed ings  of the G eneral A n t i -S la v e r y  C onvention , p. 23

20 N y e ,  W ill iam  L lo y d  G a r r is o n  and the Hum anitarian  R e fo rm ers  
p. 128
G a r r is o n ,  W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a rr is o n  II 3 7 1 -2
P roceed ings of the G eneral A n t i -S la v e r y  Convention pp. 3 8 ,4 5 .  
N e lso n , Documents of Upheaval The L ib e r a to r  28 August 1840 p. 170 
T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  Anti s la v e ry  pp. 8 7 -9 0
M aynard , "T h e  W o r ld  A n t i -S la v e r y  Convention" pp. 4 6 0 ,4 6 7
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In a le t te r  to his w ife  in M ay, G a rr is o n  stated :

’•F a th e r  Bourne who goes against ’woman's r ig h ts ' ,  is 
now sitt ing  by my side; and he p re d ic ts ,  with all 
confidence, that no woman w i l l  be allowed a seat in 
the Convention. Such a th ing, he says , was never  
heard o r  thought of in any p a r t  of E urope . It is ,  
perhaps , quite p robab le , that we shall be fo iled  in 
our purpose; -  but the subject cannot be agitated  
without doing good -  and you and the dear fr iend s  
of human rights  may be assured , that we shall not 
eas ily  a llow  ourse lves  to be intim idated o r  put 
down. "21

But the question had been decided and all that there  rem ained to do

was to s it in the g a l le ry  with the lad ies until the Convention

adjourned on June 23. It was his contention that fo r  the Convention

to exclude any of the A. A. S . S . de lega tes , including the women,
was tantamont to excluding them all and consequently he refused

to take p a rt  in the Convention or indeed have h im self lis ted  as a 
22delegate. C onverse ly  most of his fo llo w e rs  attending the 

Convention took the defeat in good grace  and co -opera ted  in the 

rem ainder of its proceedings.

21 Ruchames, The L e t te r s  of W il l ia m  L lo yd  G a rr is o n  I I ,  616
G a rr is o n  to Helen E .  G a rr is o n  19 M ay, 1840. The Rev. G eorge  
Bourne was a P re s b y te r ia n  m in is te r  o r ig in a lly  from England  
and one of the founders of the A. A. S . S . He was also the 
author of The Book and S la v e ry  I r re c o n c i la b le  (P h ilad e lp h ia  
1816). H is  e a r ly  w ork in the a n t is la v e ry  movement had great  
influence on G arr iso n  and converted him to the policy of 
"im m ediateism ". See  W a lte r  M. M e r r i l l ,  The  L e t te r s  of 
W illiam  L lo yd  G a rr is o n  : I W il l  Be Heard'. 182 2 -35  
(Cambridge Mass. 1 971 -  ) p. 1 72.

22 Ruchames, Ibid. p. 665 G a rr is o n  to O l iv e r  Johnson, 3 July  
1840 and p. 654.
G arr iso n  to Helen E . G a rr is o n  29 June, 1840.
Betty F la d e la n d , James G il le s p ie  B irn e y  S lave h o ld er  to 
A bolit ion is t (New Y o rk  1 955) p. 1 97
N elson , Documents of Upheaval The L ib e r a to r  28 August 1841 
p p . 170-1
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T h e  G. E .  S . de legates , w ith the exception of Thompson,

played l i t t le  active  ro le  in the Convention 's proceedings. Thompson

was ac t ive  try ing  to mediate between the disputing factions but l i t t le

is heard of any of the other Glasgow delegates. John M u rra y  had

drawn up a paper concerning the mode in which A f r ic a  and its sons,

the l ib e ra te d  A fr ic a n s ,  might be e ffe c tive ly  protected by p lacing

them under the protection  of the p r in c ip a l pow ers of E urope . T h is

plan was r e fe r r e d  to committee and la te r  r e fe r r e d  to the B. F .  A . S .  S .

Committee w here  it was promptly forgotten o r  at least nothing was  
23ever made of it. Th is  fa i lu r e  of the G. E .  S . to take any kind of

leadersh ip  at the Convention is a ttr ib u tab le  to a number of causes.

F o r  one thing of the tw e n ty -s ix  delegates it appointed, only ten 
24

attended. We know from the re p o rts  of the proceedings that 

S m ea l,  M u r ra y ,  Thompson and O 'Connell attended and took p a rt .

Rev. H a rv e y  a committeeman of the G. E .  S . attended and took an 

active  r o le ,  but as stated he was a delegate from the R e l ie f  Synod  

of Scotland. W hile  it is true  that Thompson and O 'Connell did take  

leading p a r ts  in the Convention, it must be rem em bered that they 

w ere  popular public f igu res  and could hard ly  have been expected  

to rep res en t the views of anyone o ther than themselves. It is not 

known who the other G. E .  S . delegates in attendance w e r e ,  but 

w hoever they w e re ,  they took no leading ro les . Second ly , there  

w ere  s lig h tly  ove r  400 delegates in attendance at the Convention
2 *

including many of the best known A m erican  and B r i t is h  abo lit ion is ts .

23 P roceed ings  of the General Anti S la v e ry  Convention pp. 507 ,
5 5 0 -1 .

24 G. E . S . Annual Report 1840, p. 18

25 Proceed ings  of the General Anti S la v e ry  Convention p. 5 7 3 -8 4 .
M aynard , "T h e  W o rld  A n t i -S la v e r y  Convention" pp. 4 5 7 -8
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W ith so many delegates it is understandable that a group as small 

as the one from the G. E .  S . should fail to be important. F in a l ly ,  

and most important of all was the fact that the B . F .  A. S . S . which  

had called  the Convention, had been responsib le  fo r  all its  a r r a n g e ­

ments such as who would speak, when and what would be discussed. 

In o ther w o rd s , the Convention was o rg an ized , run and con tro lled  

by the n e w ly  formed B . F .  A. S . S . no doubj^much to the chagrin  of 

the Glasgow delegates. If  they had not expressed this be fo re  the 

Convention they certa in ly  did a f te rw a rd .  In response to a C i r c u la r  

sent out by the B. F .  A. S .  S . in 1841 as to the p ro p r ie ty  of holding  

another an t is la v e ry  convention in 1842 or 1843 M u rra y  w ro te  a le t te r  

saying that he doubted that the G. E .  S . would countenance another  

convention unless it was f i r s t  agreed publl c l y  «n P u b lic  N o tice  

M. . . that no Committee -  not even the Convention when met -  shall 
have any pow er to decide as re g ard s  the delegates upon th e ir  

qua lif ica tions  as to S e c t ,  S e x ,  colour o r  b reed , but only upon 

the v a l id ity  of th e ir  c red e n tia ls" .  L a t e r  in 1843 M u rra y  stated that 

before  the G. E .  S . would approve any delegates to another proposed  

anti s la ve ry  convention, it would l ik e  to know I f  the B . F .  A. S . S .  

intended to make " a l l"  the arrangem ents as to who would speak,  

when and what would be discussed and the recognition of delegates.

In short he wanted it made c le a r  that another convention would not
26be dominated completely by the B. F .  A. S . S .

26 B. F .  A . S . S . Minute Book I f Minute 368 , 15 Septem ber 1841 
B. F .  A. S . S . P a p e r s , M. S . S . B r .  Emp. S 1 8 .C 9 / 3 2 ,  M u rra y  
to T re d g o ld ,  9 Septem ber 1841, M. S . S . B r .  Emp. S 1 8 .C 2 0 /  
30, M u rra y  to S c o b le ,  16 F e b ru a ry  1843. T h is  con trasts  
somewhat with the attitude of the other s e c re ta ry ,  W il l iam  
Smeal who w ro te  to the London group that he knew of nothing  
that would prevent the G. E .  S . from sending a numerous  
and respected delegation to the proposed convention. S ee  
Ib id , M. S . S . B r .  Emp. S 1 8 .C 1 0 4 /8 9 ,  R obert and Wil I iam 
Smeal to G. W. A le x a n d e r ,  9 May 1843.
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D is re g a rd in g  the c o n tro ve rs y  o ve r  the "Woman Q u estio n " ,

it cannot be said that the W o r ld  Convention had any s ignificant

effect on the po lic ies  o r  attitudes of the G. E .  S . o r  its  members.

The  most important d iscussions at the Convention centred around

the ro le  of the churches in the a n t is la v e ry  campaign and the e n d o rse -
27ment of f re e  labour as a means of combating s lave ry .  The G. E . S .

had long s tressed  the im portance o f  Church P a r t ic ip a t io n  in its

e ffo rts  and its support of Thompson and the B r i t is h  India S o c ie ty

in 1839 had put the Soc ie ty  in a position of encouraging the use of

f re e  labour to fight s la v e ry .  Both issues w e re  to re c u r  la te r  on in

the a c t iv it ie s  of the Soc ie ty  but in n e ith e r  case can it be said that

the Convention had any d ire c t  e ffect upon its attitudes.

F o llo w in g  the row  o v e r  the "Woman Question" the Convention
proceeded re la t iv e ly  smoothly until its conclusion on June 23. The
G. E . S . which had held only one meeting since January 10 p re p a re d

to re c e iv e  at a public m eeting, G a rr is o n  and a number of o ther

A m erican  delegates who w e re  making a short tour of B r i ta in .

Accompanying G a rr is o n  w e re  th re e  other men who had also refused
to take seats at the Convention in opposition to the decision to

exclude the women d e lega tes , Nathanie l P .  R o dgers , C h a r le s  L .
28Remond and W ill iam  Adams. They had been spending all o f th e ir

time a f te r  the Convention in London from  w hence, w i th  some time

out fo r  s ightseeing , they proceeded to Scotland in the company of 
29Thompson. A f te r  stopping off in Edinburgh fo r  a s e r ie s  of 

meetings on temperance and anti s la v e ry  they went to Glasgow fo r  

a public meeting held in W a rd la w 's  G eorge S t re e t  Chapel.

27 M aynard , "T h e  W o r ld  A n t i -S la v e r y  Convention" pp. 4 6 1 -2

28 G. E .  S . Annual R eport 1840, Appendix V  pp. 28

29 G a r r is o n ,  W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a rr is o n  I I ,  3 9 4 -5
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T h e  meeting in W a rd la w 's  Chapel proved to be the

beginning of what was to be the most active  per iod  in the h is to ry  of

the G. E .  S . T h e  meeting had been ca lled  esp ec ia lly  to re c e iv e
30G a rr is o n  and his fe l lo w  A m erican  a b o lit io n is ts ,  and its long 

term re s u lt  was the a lienation  of a substantial portion of the 

leadersh ip  of the G. E .  S . The  G. E .  S . up to this time had always  

supported G arr is o n  and the A. A . S . S .  fo r  two reasons. F i r s t  of 

all up t i l l  1840 there  had been only one national a n t is la ve ry  

organ iza tion  in the U n ited  S ta tes  to which the G. E . S . could lend 

its support. S econd ly , due to the c lose  association of Thompson 

with G a rr is o n  and the leading ro le  he had played in moulding the 

a c t iv it ie s  of the G. E .  S . the S o c ie ty  had a lw ays viewed G a rr is o n  

as the leading Am erican  abo lit ion is t .  T h is  is p e r fe c t ly  understand­

able and as long as he stayed in A m e r ic a ,  his stand on o ther issues  

re a l ly  made no d iffe ren c e  to the members of the G .E .  S . No mention  

of G a rr is o n  is made in any of the reco rd s  of the G. E .  S . o th e r  

than in the context of the a n t is la v e ry  struggle. H o w e v e r ,  G a r r is o n 's  

re fo rm  horizons w e re  not lim ited  m ere ly  to a n t is la v e ry  w ork . He  

was also an advocate of p a c if is m , tem perance, nongovernmental ism, 

anti c le r ic a l is m ,  anti S a b b a ta r ia n is m , womans r ig h ts  (as we have  

seen) and he came out s trongly  against such things as cockfighting,  

tobacco and " in f id e l i ty " .  H is  u ltim ate  aim was "the emancipation  

of our whole race  from the dominion of man, from the thraldom of
31s e lf ,  from  the government of bru te  fo r c e ,  from  the bondage of s in".  

Th e  problem  w as , could the G. E .  S . pub lica lly  support a man as 

the lead er of the A m erican  a n t is la v e ry  movement without being laid

30 G. E .  S . Minute Book I I ,  27 July 1840

31 L a r r y  G a ra ,  "Who W as An A b o lit io n is t"  in M artin  Duberman  
(ed. ) The  Anti S la v e ry  Vanguard  (P r in ce to n  U n iv e rs ity  
P r e s s  1965) p. 37.
N y e ,  W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a rr is o n  and the H um anitarian  R e fo rm ers  
pp. 21 , 104, 106 , 113 , 124.
M e r r i l l ,  Against Wind and T id e  p. 243
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open to the charge that they w e re  in effect supporting his o ther  

re fo rm is t  program m es. W as the support of G a rr is o n  to be as a man 

o r  as an abo lit ion is t?  Th is  is important fo r  w h ile  all the members  

of the G. E . S . re jec ted  s lave ry  and not a few w e re  active  in the 

tem perance movement, womans r ig h ts ,  anti c le r ic a l is m  and anti 

S abbatarian ism  w ere  not l ike ly  to go down well with the l ikes  of 

W a rd la w  and Heugh or  indeed v e ry  many of the S o c ie ty 's  members.

Up to this time the local D issenting m in is ters  had played a ve ry  

active  ro le  in the Society and to a l ie n a te  them by supporting  

G a rr is o n  as a man ra th e r  than p ure ly  as an abo lition is t would most 
assured ly  cause a r i f t  in the S o c ie ty . T h is  as we w ill see , was  

exactly what eventually did happen.
F o r  his p a r t  G arr is o n  undoubtedly came N orth  seeking support 

of the Scottish  societies a f te r  his re je c t io n  in London. T h is  is 

p e rfe c t ly  understandable owing to his c lose fr iendsh ip  with Thompson. 
Thompson's great influence o ver  the S cottish  soc ie ties  provided  the 

l ike lihood that such an attempt wou Id be successful. Another  

important element conducive to an in it ia l f r ie n d ly  reception of  

G arr is o n  was the S o c ie ty 's  staunch independence and the trad itional  

Scottish  d is tru st of cen tra l iza tio n . Thus G a r r is o n 's  re jec t io n  in 

London made him a more appealing f ig u re  fo r  in rece iv in g  him at 

a public meeting the G. E .  S . would dem onstrate th e ir  independence 

and autonomy. It was only a f te r  his reception that trouble  was to 

break  out.

G a r r is o n 's  speech at W a rd la w 's  Chapel on July 27 at least 

gave the m em bers of his audience that had been unaw are of h is other  

views an inkling  as to what kind of a re fo rm e r  he ac tua lly  was. In 

ta lk ing about the W orld  Convention he r e fe r r e d  to it as having ex ­

cluded h a lf  the w o r ld 's  population (women) from being represented  

and condemned th e ir  exclusion from  it. He went on to accuse the
32church in A m erica  as being the most deadly enemy of abolitionism .

32 R eport of the Speeches and Reception of the A m erican  Delegates  
at the G reat P u b lic  Meeting of the Glasgow Em ancipation Socie ty  
27 July 1840 (Glasgow 1840) pp. 9 ,  10, 14, 15.
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On entering  the chapel he had rece ived  a pamphlet signed " A

W hite  S la v e 11 from a C h artis t  at the door and n ear  the end of his

speech he read it to the audience. T h is  act was not intended to

exc ite  sympathy fo r  the C h art is ts  claim that the workingman of

G reat B r i ta in  was no b ette r  off than the s laves  in A m erica . G a rr is o n

d isagreed  on the p r in c ip le  that no m atter what condition a f re e  man

was in he was b ette r  off than a slave. But G a rr is o n  went on, and

this c e r ta in ly  would not have endeared him to many of the abo lit ion is ts

in attendance, "But I sa id , a lthough it is not tru e  that England has

any w hite  s laves , e ith er  at home o r  abroad , iS<£ not tru e  that th ere

a re  thousands of her population both at home and abroad , who a r e
deprived  of th e ir  just r igh ts  -  who a re  grievous ly  oppressed -  who

a re  dying even in the midst of abundance, of actual s tarva tion?  Y E S !
And I exp re ss ly  called upon B r i t is h  abo lition is ts  to p rove  themselves
the tru e  fr ie n d s  of the su ffe r ing  humanity abroad by showing that

33they a re  the best fr iends of suffering  humanity at home". By

coming out in support of the C h art is ts  even in so mild a way as

this cannot be calculated as a way of gaining the support of his

predom inately  middle class audience because at this period  in

Glasgow there  was a great deal of resentment between the w orking

class C h a r t is ts  and the middle classes. Th is  stemmed not only

from th e ir  demands fo r  the adoption of the C h a r te r  but also because

the constant in te rfe ren c e  of the C h a rt is ts  at various  public meetings

had developed into something of a con troversy . The reason fo r  this

in te r fe re n c e  was that the C h a rt is ts  in the West of Scotland fo llow ed

a policy  which d ictated that anything which might tend to detract

from the C h a r te r ,  such as the anti s lave ry  cause, was to be deplored.

They fe lt  that the C h a r te r  must come f i r s t  and that all o ther re fo rm s
3 4

should be postponed until it was achieved. A dding  to G a r r is o n 's

33 Ibid. p. 23
G a r r is o n ,  W ill iam  L loyd  G a rr is o n  I I ,  400.

34 W ils o n , The  C h a rt is t  Movement In S c o tla n d , p. 121. W r ig h t ,  
Scottish  C hartism  p. 114
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blunder near the close of the meeting one of the C h art is ts  in the 

audience d isrupted the proceedings by getting to the p latform  and 

attempting to make a speech. In the end the audience fo rced  him 

to stop indicating not only th e ir  resentment at his conduct, but also  

knowing the probable content of his intended speech, th e ir  d is ­

agreement with what he would have to say. T h is  was not the f i r s t  

time a public  meeting of the G. E . S .  had been disrupted o ve r  the  

issue of B r i t is h  "w hite  s la v e ry "  but the issue was defin ite ly  not

a popular one if the reaction  of the audience on such occasions is
35to be taken as ind icative . Thus G a rr is o n  possib ly inadverten tly  

a l l ie d  h im se lf,  at least in the eyes of many at the m eeting, with a 

movement they w e re  strongly opposed to. When a call went out 
fo r  his support, as it soon d id , th is  meeting g ro w s  in importance.

Soon a f te r  this Glasgow meeting G a rr is o n  re tu rn ed  to A m erica  

having gained l i t t le  if  anything in his v is i t  to B r i ta in .
T h e  Annual Meeting of the G. E .  S . in 1840 was undoubtedly  

the most unusual and important in its  h is to ry . A c tu a lly  it amounted 

to th ree  separate  meetings taking place on August 7th and 10th and 

S ep tem b er 14th. The f i r s t  meeting in W a rd la w 's  Chapel resu lted  in 

an unusual but by no means unexpected motion by W ard law  and K e tt le  

to have the Annual Report recommitted to the committee fo r  rev is io n  

owing to th e ir  d isapproval of a segment contained there in  concerning
30

the recent W orld  Convention. E a r l i e r  W ard law  had indicated to

35 R eport of the Speeches and Reception of the Am erican  D e leg ates
at the G re a t  P u b lic  Meeting of the Glasgow Em ancipation S o c ie ty  
27 July 1840 p. 23
G a r r is o n ,  W il l iam  L lo yd  G a rr is o n  I I ,  400
At a public meeting on 13 M a rc h ,  1837 an unidentified  A m erican  
man attempted to make this same point but owing to his complete
lack of ab il ity  as a public speaker and a ra th e r  i r r i ta t in g  
mannerism in his speech he was laughed off the p la tfo rm  by 
the audience and fo r  the rem ainder of the meeting he was  
r id icu led  by the subsequent sp eakers , much to the delight of 
those in attendance. See Glasgow A rg u s ,  16 M arch 1837.

36 G. E .  S . Minute Book I I ,  7 August 1840
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Smeal his decided opposition to women taking p a r t  in pub lic  meetings

and esp ec ia lly  those of the G. E .  S . It was Sm ea l's  intention to have

a number of the re jec ted  A m erican  women delegates to the W orld

Convention sit on the p latform  and take p a r t  in the Annual Meeting

and he was fu lly  aw are  that this plan would be strongly opposed by

many in the committee. In a le t te r  to G a r r is o n ,  Smeal stated :

"I suspected there  would be some misgivings about 
our Fem ale  fr ien d s  in ce rta in  q u a r te rs ,  and my 
suspicion is confirmed. F o r  a note from D r .  W a rd la w  
is just to hand putting to me the question Ms it intended  
that the female A m erican  Delegates to whom so repeated  
and pointed a llusion was made on Monday evening l a s t , 37 
take any p a rt  in the proceedings of our Annual Meeting -  
O r  that they appear on the p la tfo rm  in th e ir  capacity  as  
de leg a tes? 1 I have an apprehension that this is  p r e ­
p a ra to ry  to opposition not only on D r .  W 's  p a r t ,  but 
it may be on that of o thers  in the Committee. 11

Smeal went on to p lace the blame o n  W ard law  if  the women w e re
38refused the p latform  or not a llowed to speak. In this W a rd la w  was 

successful as no women took p a r t  in the meeting. H o w e v e r ,  he was  

also opposed to that part  of the Annual Report which supported the 

rights  of women to p a r t ic ip a te  in the W o rld  Convention and conse­

quently proposed that it should be sent back to committee to be 

rev ised . The text of the p a rt  objected to is not known as it was  

n ever p r in ted  but the rev is ion  drawn up by a subcommittee of 

K e tt le ,  Thompson, M c T e a r ,  Smeal and M u rra y  can hard ly  have 

been what W ard law  and K e tt le  had in mind when they sent it back.

In any case it is evident that Smeal had no intention of changing the

37 T h is  is in re fe re n c e  to G a r r is o n 's  speech on July 2 7 ,  1840 
a lread y  discussed.

38 Boston P u b lic  L i b r a r y , G a rr is o n  P a p e r s , M .S .  A. 1. 2. vol. 9 
(184o) no. 91 , Smeal to G a r r is o n ,  1 August 1840. M ic ro f i lm  
copy from  Boston P u b lic  L ib r a r y  h e re a f te r  r e f e r r e d  to as 
G a rr is o n  P a p e rs .
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substance of that p a r t  of the R e p o r t . The  amended segment, w h ile

not mentioning that the re je c te d  delegates w e re  women, neverthe less

undeniably places the G. E .  S .  in opposition to the action taken at the

Convention. P a r t  of the re v is e d  R eport read " . . . and the exclusion

of c e r ta in  of the D e legates from  A m erica  may be mentioned as acts

which in the opinion of these gentlemen w e re  of an i l l ib e ra l  ,
39unauthorised and o v e rb e a r in g  char a c te r .  " Added to this the 

s e c re ta r ie s  made up an appendix consisting in p a r t  of a s e r ie s  of 

resolutions by var ious  a n t is la v e ry  soc ie ties  approving of G a r r is o n 's  

action at the Convention and a l is t  of the women delegates re fused  

admission. Smeal must have known that the rev is ion  would have  

been unsatis factory  to many on the committee knowing, as he 

obviously d id , th e ir  v iew s of the "Womens R ights" question.
40

S m ea l,  h o w e v e r ,  was an ardent sup porte r  of Womens Rights  

and he explained his position on the rev ised  Report in a le t te r  to 

S turge  :

" T h e  Report was rem itted  to the committee fo r  're v is io n '  
not 'to a l te r '  fo r  're v is io n '  does not n e c e s s a ri ly  imply 
a lte ra t io n  . . .

"The  whole a f fa i r  about re v is in g  and a l te r in g ,  having  
ended in th is ,  that on comparison of the o r ig ina l essay  
with what now app ears  in p r in t ,  the d iffe ren c e  is simply  
th is ,  that the la t te r  conveys the sentiments of the 
s e c re ta r ie s  respecting  the Convention in terms even 
more decided than the fo r m e r ,  a re s u lt  w h ich , as thou 
may suppose, they w e re  not a l i t t le  g ra t if ie d .  "41

39 G. E .  S . Annual R eport 1840 . The amended section -  "Y o u r  
Committee" p. 17 to p arag rap h  th ree  p. 18 ending with the word  
"oppressed".

40 A b le  and K l in g b e rg ,  A  S id e -L ig h t  On A n g lo -A m e rican  Rela tions  
p. 73 in n. 37.

41 Resolutions of P u b l ic  Meetings of the Members and F r ie n d s  
of the Glasgow Em ancipation  S o c ie ty ;  Correspondence O f The  
S e c re ta r ie s ;  and Minutes O f The  Committee Of S a id  Socie ty  
S in ce  Th e  A r r iv a l  In G lasgow , O f M r. John A. Col I in s , the 
R ep resen ta t ive  O f T h e  Am erican  A n t i -S la v e r y  Soc ie ty  in r e ­
fe ren ce  to Th e  D iv is io n s  Among A m erican  A b o lit io n is ts  (Glasgow  
1841) pp. 8 - 9  Smeal to S tu rg e  24 F e b ru a r y  1841. H e re a f te r  this
fDamjDhlet wi I l_be_re ferred  to as Resolutions and Correspondence  
O f T h e  G. E .  S . S in ce  The  A r r iv a l  u t  John A. C o ll ins . M urray  
w holehearted ly  supported this position taken by Sm eal. S ee  Ibid  
P P .9 - 1 0 ,  M u rra y  to S tu r g e ,  25 F e b ru a ry  1841. --------



It is evident that the s e c re ta r ie s  w e re  try in g  to run things th e ir  

own way in spite  of any objections from  the committee.

Th e  meeting of August 7 was adjourned until the 10th to

fin ish up the S o c ie ty 's  business which was mainly concerned with

rem onstra ting  with local churches to w ithdraw  from fe llow ship  with

the slavehold ing churches of the A m erican  South. The  C h a r t is ts ,

who had been much in evidence at the meeting to re c e iv e  G a r r is o n ,

re turned  in fo rc e  led by L loyd  Jones, a S o c ia l is t  m iss ionary  and

a M r. J a c k , a C h a r t is t .  T h is  time instead of m ere ly  handing out

c i r c u la r s  at the door they made an attempt to take over the meeting.

The C h a r t is ts  it must be said had nothing against the an t is la v e ry

movement as such. In fact they condemned Am erican  s la v e ry .

H o w e v e r ,  as p rev io u s ly  s ta ted , they did feel that all o ther  re form
43movements should subordinate  them selves to th e ir  ob jectives .

By taking o ve r  the pub lic  meetings of the re fo rm  soc ieties  by sheer  

weight of numbers they fe lt  they could re d ire c t  these e f fo rts  toward  

th e ir  ob jec tives . U n fo rtuna te ly  fo r  the C h a rt is ts  this p ra c t ic e  had 

the exact opposite effect of a l ienating  the v e ry  o rgan izations they 

attempted to con tro l.  In the case of the G. E .  S . this resentment  

was immediate. N e a r  the end of the Adjourned Meeting L lo yd  Jones 

proposed an addition to the p rev ious  resolution  with an amendment 

to th e ir  p ream ble  stating "And that the ow ners of our la rg e  

M anufacturing E stab lishm ent be p a r t ic u la r ly  requested to 

immediately re n d e r  th e ir  ass istance in making such a lte ra t io n s  in 

the Institu tions of th is  Country  so that Infant s lavery  may be at

42 G. E .  S .  M inute Book I I ,  10 August 1840 
Glasgow A rg u s ,  1 3 August 1840

43 John C o ll in s  and W il l ia m  L o v e t t ,  Chartism  : A  New  
O rg a n iza t io n  O f T h e  P eo p le  (London 1840, New  E d it ion  
New  Y o r k  1 969) p. 8 W ils o n ,  The  C h a rt is t  Movement in 
Scotland p. 245.



once abo lished11. T h is  was fo llow ed immediately by a proposal by 

M r. Jack s tating  :
"T h a t w h ile  we take e ve ry  opportunity  of hastening  
the emancipation of the s laves o f A m erica  and all 
other p a r ts  of the W o r ld ,  we d ire c t  the Committee  
to take ev e ry  opportunity  of u rg ing  the Government 
of B r i ta in  to take immediate steps fo r  advancing the 
conditions of the people of this country m o ra l ly ,  
p h ys ica lly  and p o l i t ic a l ly  by passing a law granting  
the r ig h t of S u ffra g e  to eve ry  man of sane mind, 
unconvicted of c r im e  who has atta ined the y e a rs  of 
his m a jo r ity .

T hese  additions w e re  objected to by Thompson and against the

strong opposition of the C h a r t is ts  the meeting was immediately  
45adjourned. The  G. E . S .  obviously wanted no part  of the

C h a rt is ts  as it considered them a d is ru p t iv e  element in its work

to say nothing of society at la rg e . T h is  is made p e r fe c t ly  c le a r
la te r  when Smeal a r b i t r a r i l y  re jec ted  an application fo r  membership
by Jones "on the grounds that he apprehended that he was des irous

of becoming a member of the Socie ty  that he might have the
46opportunity of p u b lica l ly  d is turb ing  its proceedings. "

F o r  the th ird  time on Septem ber 14 the G. E .  S . met in public

meeting to conclude its  business s ta r te d  on August 7th. T h is  time

things went off smoothly concerned as it was with Thompson's
47

speech concerning the poor in India.
In O cto ber another group of A m erican  delegates to the W o rld  

Convention paid a v is i t  to Glasgow and the G. E .  S . rece ive d  them at 

a public  meeting. T h e  A m e r ic a n s ,  James B irn ey  and H enry  S tanton ,  

w e re  accompanied by John Scob le  of the B . F .  A . S .  S .  all of whom

44 G. E .  S . Minute Book I I ,  10 August 1840

45 Ib id .

46 Ib id , 20 O ctober 1 840

47 Ib id ,  14 Septem ber 1840
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48strongly  opposed G a rr is o n . T h is  did not prevent them from
49rece iv ing  a warm reception and a f te rw a rd s  Scoble  went so f a r

as to say , 11 . . . that our v is i ts  to Edinburgh and Glasgow have

produced an excellent moral effect; and I think I may now say we

have nothing to fe a r  from G a rr is o n is m " . A  few days la te r  he went

on to state that from all he I'could lea rn  by enquiring and observation

I am extrem ely  happy to say that G arr iso n ism  has made but l i t t le

way in S co tlan d , and that even his w arm est a d m ire rs  a r e  by no

means p rep a re d  to advocate his extrem e view s -  indeed I may
50say that they a re  more inclined to repudiate  them'1. T h is  was  

a fundamental e r r o r  on S c o b le ’ s p a r t  fo r  it was the fo llow ing  day 

a f te r  a P u b lic  B reak fas t  fo r  the th ree  that the sub committee met 
to re v is e  the Annual Report which turned out to be so b la tantly  

p ro -G a rr is o n .
Meanwhile  events w ere  taking p lace in A m erica  that w ere  to 

lead to a breakup in the G. E . S . Because of the split in the A. A . S . S .  

in May 1840 o ver  "Woman's Rights" G a r r is o n ,  on his re tu rn  from  

B r i ta in ,  was forced to re o rg a n ize  the A. A. S . S . In o r d e r  to re ta in  

the claim of being a national society the A. A. S . S . had to establish  

a new spaper which i t cal led the National A n t i -S la v e r y  S tandard .

48 Ruchames, The L e t te rs  of W il l iam  L loyd  G a rr is o n  I I ,
528 ,  553 -4 .

49 T h is  must have come as a welcome r e l ie f  to Stanton to say
nothing of the beneficial effect to his health fo r  it is said  
he had been mobbed at least two hundred times in his own 
country. S tanton , a jo u rn a l is t  and an an t is la v e ry  le a d e r ,  
was fo r  a time an agent fo r  the A. A . S . S . Ibid p. 54 
L o u is  Ruchames, The A b o lit ion is ts  : A  C o llec tio n  O f T h e ir  
W rit in g s  (New Y o rk  1 963) p. 21.

50 A b le  and K lin g b erg , A  S id e -L ig h t  On A n g lo -A m e rican  
R ela tions  p. 75 in n. 37
B. F .  A . S . S . P a p e r s , M. S .  S . B r .  Emp. S I  8. C l  0 / 2 8 ,
Scoble  to T re d g o ld ,  14 O ctober 1840.
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T h e  E m a n c ip a to r , along with n e a r ly  anything of any value had e ith e r

been sold o r  given away by its B o ard  of D ir e c to r s  before  G a rr is o n

had captured the A. A . S . S .  in the spring of 1840. Thus the need fo r
51reo rg an iza t io n  and a new new spaper. F o r  this money was needed

and consequently John A. C o ll ins  was sent to B r i ta in  seeking financial

support. C o ll ins  was a s trange b ird  even in the abo lition is t f lock.

A  fo rm e r  student at A ndover Theological S e m in a ry ,  he had left to

become a general agent of the Massachusetts Anti S la v e ry  S o c ie ty .

A f te r  re tu rn in g  from B r i ta in  he became a utopian soc ia lis t  and
52ultim ate ly  an anarch is t.  Some indication of his fanatic ism  can be

gleaned from  his descrip t ion  of Thompson a f te r  his re tu rn  to A m erica .
53

Thompson he said was "in his na tu re  timid and compromising". I f  

Thompson was timid and compromising one wonders what kind of man 

C ollins  would have found acceptable.

C o ll in s 's  f i r s t  stop in London seeking financial aid resu lted  

in his being turned down f la t  by the B. F .  A . S . S . with the rem ark  

that "the course recen tly  pursued by the A m erican  Anti S la v e ry  

Socie ty  has a lienated th e ir  confidence". The B . F . A .  S .  S . wanted

51 W y a t t -B ro w n ,  L e w is  Tappan And The  Evangelica l W a r  
Against S la v e ry  pp. 194 -6
Ruchames, Th e  A b o lit io n is ts  p. 22

52 John L .  Thom as, " A n t is la v e ry  and U top ia"  in Duberm an,
Th e  A n tis la v e ry  Vanguard  pp. 2 5 4 -9

53 Quoted from R ic e ,  "T h e  Scottish  F a c to r  In Th e  F ig h t  
Against A m erican  S la v e ry "  p. 184.
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nothing to do with e i th e r  G a rr is o n  o r  his A . A. S . S . and had a l l ie d
54its e lf  so lid ly  behind the A . F . A .  S .  S .  U n d er  the tutelage of

55E lizab e th  P e ase  of D a r i  ington, with whom he spent some time
a fte r  his v is i t  to London, C o ll in s  proceeded to Glasgow undoubtedly

because of the sym pathetic reception  given to G arr is o n  on his

e a r l ie r  v is i t .  It was fe l t  that because of the friendship  between

G a rr is o n  and severa l members of the G. E . S . , notably S m ea l,

M u r ra y ,  Thompson and M c T e a r ,  that Glasgow should be the cen tre

of G a rr is o n is m  in B r i ta in  and that Co llins  should concentrate  his
5 6a c t iv it ie s  th e re  to build support fo r  G a r r is o n 's  A . A . S .  S . Upon 

his a r r iv a l  in Glasgow in F e b ru a r y  1841 the G. E .  S . held a committee  

meeting to re c e iv e  him and to a llow  him to present his case as to the 

present s ta te  and prospects  of the A . A . S .  S . In o ther w o rd s , he asked  

fo r money. The  committee decided to w ait until they saw a pamphlet, 

which C o ll in s  was w r i t in g ,  concerning the d iffe rences  between the

54 B a rn e s ,  The  Anti S la v e ry  Impulse p. 173 
T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n tis la v e ry  pp. 209 -10

55 Boston P u b lic  L i b r a r y , Weston P a p e rs  M. S . A . 9. 2. vol. 13
pt. 1 no. 25 E l izabeth P e ase  to ? n. d. T yp escr ip t  copy in the
M itchell L i b r a r y ,  G lasgow , from Boston P u b lic  L i b r a r y . 
H e re a f te r  cited as Weston F a p e r s .
E l iz a b e th  P e a s e  was the daughter of the Q uaker Joseph  
P e a s e ,  founder of the B r i t is h  India Soc ie ty . She became 
in te res ted  in the a n t is la v e ry  movement in the 1830 's  and 
was a l i fe  long fr ie n d  and supporte r of G a rr is o n . In 1853 
she m a rr ie d  John N ic h o l , a p ro fesso r  of Astronomy at the 
U n iv e rs ity  of G lasgow and fo r  a b r ie f  p er iod  P re s id e n t  of 
the G. E .  S . in 1859.

56 G a rr is o n  P a p e r s , M .S .  A . 1. 2. vol. 11 p. 68 , E l izab e th
P e ase  to S m e a l,  14 F e b ru a ry  1841.
G a rr is o n s  fr ien d sh ip  with M c T e a r  is cited in Ruchames,
The  L e t te r s  of W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a rr is o n  I I ,  p. 724 , G a rr is o n  
to John C o ll in s ,  1 Decem ber 1840.
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Old O rg an iza tion  (A . A . S . S . ) and the N ew  O rg an iza tion  (A. F .  A. S .  S .  )

to decide upon w hether o r  not to hold a P u b lic  Meeting fo r  the purpose

of welcoming him and deciding upon the claims of the A . A . S .  S .  to
57the sympathy and pecuniary  su p p o rt  of the G. E .  S . In essence

what Co llins  wanted (o ther than money) was fo r  the G. E . S . to come

out pub lica lly  in support of the G a rr is o n ia n  A. A. S . S . G iven the

overa ll  h istory  of the G. E . S .  up to this time this would not seem to

have been an unreasonable request. H o w e v e r ,  the attitude of

several o f the leading members had changed since the introduction

of the "Woman Rights'* question into the W o rld  Convention and the

activ ity  of the C h a rt is ts  at th e ir  own meetings which G arr is o n  had

im p lic it ly  supported.

The  fee lings in the G. E .  S . committee against G arriso n

became apparent shortly  a f te r  the publication  of the Annual Report

and the a r r iv a l  of C o ll ins  in the c ity . The  f i r s t  to vo ice his
opposition to the course Smeal and M u rra y  w ere  d irec t in g  the
Socie ty  was one of its  most prominent m em bers, the Rev. Ralph

W ard law . In a communication to the s e c re ta r ie s  of 19 F e b ru a ry  1841

W ard law  stated in a le t te r  of res ignation  :
" . . .  I do not feel m yself at l ib e r ty ,  by re ta in ing  my 
connection with a S o c ie ty  which has pub lica lly  taken  
opposite ground, to appear to countenance what I hold 
to be an outrage upon all decorum , and an insult to that 
invaluable portion  of th is  community, whose r ig h ts  it 
professed ly  maintains.

57 G. E .  S . M inute Book I I I ,  11 F e b ru a ry  1841
The pamphlet by C o ll ins  was entitled  Right and W rong Among 
The A bo lit ion is ts  Of T h e  U n ited  S ta tes  or the O b jec ts ,  
P r in c ip le s  And M easures of the O rig in a l A m erican  A n t i -  
S la v e ry  S o c ie ty ,  Unchanged ; (Glasgow 1841) and was mainly  
concerned with a defence of G a rr is o n  and the A. A . S . S .  
Included was a personal defence by C o ll ins  of charges made 
against him by the B . F . A .  S .  S . and anti G arr iso n ian  
abo lit ion is ts  in the U n ited  S ta tes .

58 Resolutions And C orrespondence O f The  G. E .  S . S ince  The  
A r r iv a l  O f John A. C o ll in s  p. 1 3 W ard law  to Smeal and M u r ra y ,  
1 9 F e b ru a ry  1 841.
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H is  fee ling  was that the re v is e d  Report was too one -s ided  in its

attitude toward the issue of "Womans R ights ’*, which indeed it

obviously was. One has but to glance at the re levant portions in

the R eport and the Appendix to r e a l is e  that it gives full support
59to G arr is o n  and was in favo u r  of "Womans R igh ts ’*. Smeal and 

M u rra y  of course denied that it was one -s ided  and regard ing  the 

Appendix they said '*. . . and that in the present as in eve ry  fo rm er  

instance, we have been le ft  to se lect and a r ra n g e  the m atter for
60that portion of the pub lication  accord ing to our own d is c re t io n " .

In o th e r  w ords w h ile  the R eport  i ts e lf  was subject to approval by 

the committee the s e c re ta r ie s  w e re  f re e  to put anything they 

wanted in the Appendix. In th is  instance they had committed the 

Socie ty  to a position which they favoured but which was opposed by 

many of the members. F u r t h e r ,  a f te r  the Report had been " re v is e d "

59 S ee G. E .  S .  Annual R eport 1840, pp. 17 -8  and Appendix

60 Resolutions And Correspondence Of The G. E .  S . S ince  The  
A r r iv a l  O f John A. C o ll in s  p. 15, Smeal and M u rra y  to 
W a rd la w ,  23 F e b ru a r y  1841 , p. 6 , Smeal to S tu rg e  4 
F e b ru a r y  1 841 .

61 The o r ig in a l  R eport had been approved by a committee of 
only fo u r  (seven being a quorum) consisting of R obert C onne ll,  
M u rra y ,  Smeal and W il l ia m  Gunn who technically  was not 
even a committee member. The rev ised  Report was approved  
by a subcommittee consisting of Thompson, M c T e a r ,  Smeal 
M u rra y  and K e tt le  all o f whom, except fo r K e tt le ,  w ere  
staunch sup porte rs  of G a r r is o n .  Th is  Report was never  
submitted to a full committee meeting fo r  approval but
sent immediately to be published. Thus it is c le a r  that the 
s e c re ta r ie s  w e re  v io la t in g  even this p rocedure . S ee  G. E . S . 
Minute Book 11, 7 August 1840, 21 O ctober 1840 and 
Resolutions And C o rrespondence O f T h e  G. E .  S . S ince  The  
A r r iv a l  O f John A. C o ll in s  pp. 1 4 -5 ,  Smeal and M u rra y  to 
W a rd la w , 23 F e b ru a r y  1841.
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it had been sent immediately to the p r in te r  without being o f f ic ia l ly  
62approved.

W hile  C o ll ins  was in Glasgow waiting fo r  the publication of his  

pamphlet and an opportunity to get a public hearing  some members of the
63B. F .  A . S .  S .  and especia lly  Capt. C h a r le s  S tu a r t  had been spreading

defamatory rum ours about him and the A. A. S . S . S tu a r t ,  it seems, had
64sent a le t te r  to W ard law  containing charges against the A. A . S . S . T h is

was not at all p leasing to the s e c re ta r ie s  and a f te r  a committee meeting on

March 3 they sent a le t te r  to S tu a r t  inviting  him to come to Glasgow and

defend the charges he had made against C o ll ins  and the A. A . S . S . which
he had p r in te d  and c ircu la ted  all o ve r  the country. S tu a r t 's  response is

in teresting . In a le t te r  refusing the invitation  and r e f e r r in g  to "Woman's

Rights" question, S tu a r t  said :

"I may add, my dear Smeal , w ith all candour and kindness  
that if  I am to judge of the Glasgow Em ancipation Com m ittee,  
by the sentiments and positions advanced by you and d ear  
John M u r ra y ,  on this sub jec t, when I last met you in G lasgow ,
I should be insane in submitting m yself to you as judges ,  
knowing the total and dep lorab le  derangement of your v ie w s ,  
in this m a tte r ,  both as to facts and p r in c ip le s " 6^

In a le t te r  to the s e c re ta ry  of the B . F .  A . S .  S .  , J. H. T re d g o ld ,  Smeal 

demanded an explanation of the charges and threatened to cease all co­

operation between the two societies unless they rece ived  a s a t is fa c to ry  

response. Smeal and M u rra y  w e re  obviously put out about the e n t ire

situation and went so fa r  as to accuse the B . F .  A . S .  S .  of "mean and
66d as tard ly"  action against C o ll ins  and the A. A. S . S . S trong  w ords  

indeed fo r  a prominent Q uaker l ike  Sm eal.

62 G .E .  S .  Minute Book I I I ,  21 O ctober 1840
63 S tu a r t  was a r e t i r e d  naval o f f ic e r  on ha lf  pay who spent much of

his time between the U . S .  and B r i ta in  campaigning against s la v e ry .
64 G .E .  S .  Minute Book I I I ,  3 M arch 1841 

B a rn e s ,  The Anti S la v e ry  Impulse p. 281 n. 10
65 Resolutions And Correspondence Of T h e  G. E .  S . S ince  Th e  

A r r iv a l  O f John A. C o ll ins  p. 2 5 .  Smeal to S tu a r t  4 M arch 1841 , 
S tu a r t  to S m ea l,  8 M arch 1841

66 Ib id . pp. 6 -7  Smeal to S tu rg e ,  4 F e b ru a r y  1841 , pp. 9 -1 0
M u rra y  to S tu rg e ,  25 F e b ru a ry  1841 , pp. 2 5 - 6 ,  Smeal to T r e d ­
gold, 5 March 1 841 , G. E . S . Minute Book I I I , 3 M arch 1 841.
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it had been sent immediately to the p r in te r  without being o f f ic ia l ly
, 62 approved.

W h ile  C o ll in s  was in Glasgow w aiting  fo r  the publication  of his

pamphlet and an opportunity  to get a public hearing  some members of the
63B . F . A .  S .  S .  and esp ec ia lly  Capt. C h ar les  S tu a r t  had been spreading

defam atory rum ours about him and the A. A . S .  S . S tu a r t ,  i tseem s, had
64

sent a le t te r  to W a rd la w  containing charges against the A . A . S .  S .  T h is

was not at all p leas ing  to the s e c re ta r ie s  and a f te r  a committee meeting on

M arch 3 they sent a le t te r  to S tu a r t  inviting him to come to Glasgow and

defend the charges he had made against C o ll ins  and the A . A . S . S . which

he had p r in te d  and c irc u la te d  all ove r  the country. S t u a r t ’s response is

in te re s tin g . In a le t te r  re fus ing  the invitation  and r e fe r r in g  to "W om an's

R ights" question , S tu a r t  said :

"I may add, my d e a r  Smeal , with all candour and kindness  
that if I am to judge of the Glasgow Em ancipation Com m ittee,  
by the sentiments and positions advanced by you and d ear  
John M u r ra y ,  on th is  sub jec t,  when I last met you in G lasgow ,
I should be insane in submitting myself to you as judges,
knowing the total and d ep lo rab le  derangement of your v ie w s ,
in this m a tte r ,  both as to facts  and p r in c ip le s "6 5

In a le t te r  to the s e c re ta ry  o f the B . F . A .  S .  S .  , J. H . T re d g o ld ,  Smeal 

demanded an explanation of the charges and threatened to cease all co­

operation  between the two soc ie ties  unless they rece ived  a sa t is fac to ry  

response. Smeal and M u rra y  w e re  obviously put out about the e n t ire

situation and went so f a r  as to accuse the B . F . A .  S . S .  of "mean and
66d as ta rd ly"  action against C o ll in s  and the A . A . S .  S .  S trong  words  

indeed fo r  a prom inent Q u aker  l ik e  Sm eal.

62 G. E .  S .  M inute Book I I I ,  21 O ctober 1840.
63 S tu a r t  was a r e t i r e d  naval o f f ic e r  on half pay who spent much of

his time between the U . S .  and B r i ta in  campaigning against s lave ry .
64 G .E .  S .  M inute Book I I I  f 3 M arch 1841 

B a rn e s ,  T h e  Ant? S la v e ry  Impulse p. 281 n. 10.
65 Resolutions And C orrespondence O f Th e  G. E .  S . S ince  The

A r r iv a l  O f John A . C o ll in s  p. 2 5 ,  Smeal to S tu a r t  4 M arch 1841
66 Ib id ,  pp. 6 -7  Smeal to S tu r g e ,  4 F e b ru a ry  1841 , pp. 9 -1 0

M u rra y  to S tu r g e ,  25 F e b ru a r y  1841 , pp. 2 5 - 6 ,  Smeal to T r e d ­
gold , 5 M arch  1841. G. E . S .  Minute Book II I  t 3 March 1841.
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On M arch 10 a committee m eeting  was held at the request of

Revs. Heugh and King. They had requested the meeting because they

rece ive d  a C i r c u la r  signed by Smeal and M u rra y  as s e c re ta r ie s  of

the G .E .  S . to which was attached a le t te r  by M rs . H a r r ie t  M artineau

recommending in strong te rm s the pamphlet by C o ll ins  which was s til l

in pub lication . Heugh and King wanted it to be made c le a r  that they

w e re  n e ith e r  ind iv idu a lly  nor as a society committed to e i th e r  the

le t te r  by M artineau  o r  C o l l in s 's  pamphlet which in any case they

had not even seen. Added to th is  they w e re  d issatis fied  with the

rev is io n  in the R e p o rt saying that it committed the G. E . S . to

supporting "W omen's R ig h ts " ,  a position they most decidedly opposed.

What they demanded was a public  d ec la ra t io n  d isassociating  the G. E . S .
from both the proposed pamphlet and any stand on the woman question

in o rd e r  to stand right with the public . Smeal and M u rra y  both denied
the accusation that they w e re  attempting to associate  the G. E .  S . with

e ith e r  the le t te r  by Martineau, the C o ll in s  pamphlet o r  "W omen's

R ights" with the un like ly  excuse that they had added th e ir  names as

s e c re ta r ie s  "m ere ly  w ith a v iew  to insure  the confidence of those

who might transm it to them pecun iary  ass istance toward the p r in ting
etc. of M r.  C o ll in s  pamphlet" though they did agree  to inform  all

those re c e iv in g  the C i r c u la r  that the committee was not implicated
67but only them selves as ind iv iduals . At a subsequent meeting the 

next week Heugh proposed fo r  adoption a resolution  stating that the 

Annual R eport of 1840 had been sent to a subcommittee fo r  rev is ing  

and had not been rev ised  but p r in ted  and c ircu la te d  along with an 

appendix supporting the stand of the "Womans R ights" faction and 

that the G. E .  S . was not responsib le  fo r  e i th e r  that p a rt  of the 

R eport o r  Appendix r e f e r r e d  to. F u r t h e r ,  that the G. E .  S . would 

publish a d e c la ra to ry  reso lu tion  to this effect to the fr ie n d s  of the

67 G .E .  S . M inute Book I I I ,  10 M arch 1841.
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S ocie ty  and leave fo r  fu r th e r  consideration  the claims of the

conflic ting  A m erican  societies . In effect th is would have been a

vote  of no confidence in the s e c re ta r ie s  and might have resu lted  in

th e ir  res ignation  though this is doubtful. M u rray  how ever proposed

an amendment stating :

"W h ereas  it is the opinion o f ce rta in  members of this  
Com m ittee , that the amended portion  of our last  
Annual R eport does s t i l l ,  as o r ig in a l ly ,  convey  
sentiments which favo u r the opinion of that p arty  
among A m erican  A b o lit io n is ts  who a re  said to 
advocate what is techn ica lly  termed the 11 Woman Rights'® 
question; and a lso  that o ther  passages in the R eport  
passed by the S o c ie ty  at the Annual M eeting, convey 
s im ila r  sentiments -  It is th e re fo re  Resolved as the 
Judgement of this Meeting that the Glasgow Em anci­
pation S o c ie ty  has as yet made no d ec la ra t io n  of its  
v iew s e i th e r  on this o r  o ther  questions which d iv ide  
A m erican  A b o li t io n is ts ,  but that it is s t i l l ,  as 
h e re to fo re ,  connected with the orig ina l Am erican  
Anti S la v e ry  S o c ie ty  and that as an Anti S la v e ry  
body only. "68

One is fo rc e d  to ad m ire  the shrewdness of M u rra y 's  proposal. The  

amendment was quite in l ine  with Heugh's motion in that it did not 
commit the S o c ie ty  to the support of "W om en's R ights" . But then 

o f f ic ia l ly  the S o c ie ty  never had come out one way o r  another on 

the question but had only implied support through the w ording  

and contents of the Annual R eport. T h e re fo re  if  M u r ra y 's  motion 

won he was s a c r i f ic in g  absolutely  noth ing. On the o ther hand, 

approval of the amendment would mean endorsement by the G. E .  S. 

of the A- A. S . S .  which w a s , a f te r  a l l , what the s e c re ta r ie s  w ere  

a fte r .  A d d it io n a lly  it let the s e c re ta r ie s  off the hook as the 

amendment p rov ided  an opportunity fo r  those members of the 

committee who opposed "Womanfe R ights" but who w ere  f r ie n d ly  

with M u rra y  and Smeal to vote in favour of it. On a vote the 

amendment won and Heugh tendered his res ignation . H is  position on 

the issue as f a r  as the G. E .  S . was concerned had been made quite

68 Ib id , 1 6 M arch  1841
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c le a r  e a r l i e r  in a le tte r  to the s e c re ta r ie s .  He fe lt  that as a

society the G. E . S . had expressed i ts e lf  in opposition to the r igh ts

of women taking part  in the W orld  Convention when the G .E .  S .

delegates had "with all but p e rfec t  unanim ity , (no doubt th is  meant

with the exception of Smeal and M u rra y )  dec la red  fo r  the opinions
69of the Convention. " S ince  then the s e c re ta r ie s  had changed

the S o c ie ty 's  stand and consequently he had decided to w ith d raw .

On the 25th of March 1841 another committee meeting was

held to fo rm a lly  accept the c re d e n tia ls  of C o ll ins . It was also

agreed fo r  the s e c re ta r ie s  to p re p a re  a C i r c u la r  to the A m erican

abo lit ion is ts  on behalf of C o ll ins  and his mission. Both of these
measures w ere  opposed but it seems the s e c re ta r ie s  had insured

th e ir  passage by getting men favourab le  to th e ir  stand to attend the 
70meeting. Th is  was obviously a game two could play and soon 

a n o th e r  meeting was held on A p ri l  13 with the m ore m oderate faction  

in g re a te r  strength and a motion was passed stating 1) that the 

committee discla im ed giving any judgement on the "W om an!sRights"  

question and should not be understood to recognise such r ights  

2) the G. E .  S . took a neutral position between the A. A . S . S . and 

the A. F .  A . S . S . and 3) that the G. E .  S .  abstain from identify ing  

with any agent o r  publication of e ith e r  of those societies t i l l  the  

com m ittee could investigate th e ir  d iffe rences . W hether this  

disturbed the s e c re ta r ie s  is doubtful. It would appear that they

69 Resolutions And Correspondence O f The G. E .  S .  S ince  Th e  
A r r iv a l  O f John A. C o ll in s  p. 21 Heugh to M u rra y  and Smeal , 
24 F e b ru a ry  1841.

70 G. E .  S . Minute Book I I I , 25 M arch 1841 , 29 M arch 1841.
It was at the M arch 25th meeting that a le t te r  from  Joseph 
S tu rg e  was read demanding that his name be removed from  
the lis t  of H o n o rary  and Corresponding members of the 
S o c ie ty  due to the p r o -G a rr is o n  stand which it seemed to 
him the G. E .  S . had taken. S ee  Resolutions And C o r r e s ­
pondence O f The G. E .  S . S ince  The A r r iv a l  O f John A.
Col I ins p. 5 S tu rg e  to S m e a l , 25 January 1 8 4 l.
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expected something along these lines and w ere  fu lly  p rep a re d  fo r

it. In any case they presented the meeting with a rem onstrance from

f if ty -n in e  members and fr ie n d s  of the G .E .  S . and a memorial signed

by th ree  hundred and eight Glasgow women in favour of g iv ing C o ll ins
71a public meeting to consider the conduct bf the G. E .  S . committee.

The meeting was held in Rev. N e s b it ’ s Albion S t re e t  Church which

was crowded mostly with C h a rt is ts  who constantly in te rru p ted  the

proceedings. C o ll in s ,  who was the main spe aker ,  r e fe r r e d  to the

moderate m em bers of the committee who had been responsib le  fo r

the reso lu tion  passed at the A p ri l  13th committee meeting as

"midway abo lit ion is ts"  and "pro  s lave ry  men". He went on to call
the G lasgow c le rgy  no m ore w orthy than the A m erican  c le rg y  who,
he sa id , w e re  the bu lw arks  of s lavery  . These attacks must have

seemed gross ly  u n fa ir  to the l ike s  of W a rd law  who had been one of
the lead ers  of the Glasgow anti s la v e ry  movement when C o ll ins  was

72still  only th irteen  years  old. What could be gained by such 

attacks is incom prehensible and due to the important p lace that the 

local c le rg y  held in the G. E . S . they w e re  unforg ivab le . C e r ta in ly  

the s e c re ta r ie s  w ere  much to blame fo r  not d isassociating  themselves  

from them i f  indeed they wanted to do so at a l l .  Th e  meeting how ever  

can hard ly  be said to have been made up of the members and fr ie n d s  

of the G .E .  S . fo r  there  w ere  very  few  of those in attendance. The  

C h a r t is t s ,  who made up most of the aud ience, had repea ted ly  d is ­

rupted the m eeting, and towards the end of it completely destroyed

any semblance of o rd e r  and the meeting broke up into near bedlam
73and had to be adjourned. Because of the d is in tegra tion  of the 

meeting b e fo r e  the s e c re ta r ie s  w e re  able to get it to condemn the  

actions of the committee another meeting had to be ca lled . T h is

71 G .E .  S . Minute Book I I I ,  13 A p r i l  1841.

72 A le x a n d e r ,  Mem oirs O f The  L i fe  and W r it in g s  of Ralph  
W a rd la w ,  D. D . p. 298 C o ll ins  was born in 1810.

73 Glasgow A rg u s ,  19 A p ri l  1841. R eport of the D iscussion  at the
F i r s t  Meeting of the Members of the Glasgow Em ancipation  
S o c ie ty  May 31 , 1841. pp. 9 ,  1 8.
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meeting shows all the signs of collusion between the s e c re ta r ie s

and the C h a rt is ts .  F i r s t  the two main sp e a k e rs ,  the Revs. P a t r ic k

B re w s te r  and John R itc h ie ,  w e re  both lead ers  of the C h a r t is ts

movement in Scotland. Second, the meeting w a s  to be held in the

B a z a a r  which held about four thousand people so obviously a v e ry

la rg e  gathering was expected. T h i r d ,  at the meeting the B a z a a r

was f i l le d  to capacity mostly with C h art is ts  and yet it passed off
74smoothly without d isturbance. F in a l ly ,  both the s e c re ta r ie s  

and the C h a rt is ts  had reso lu tions passed which they wanted. T h is  

meeting shows c le a r ly  to what lengths M u rra y  and Smeal w e re  

wil I ing to go in th e ir  d e s ire  to support Col I ins and the A. A . S . S .

In a resolution  by Rev. R itch ie  it was proposed 1) that the G. E .  S .  

would c o -o p e ra te  with o ther a n t is la v e ry  soc ie ties  re g a rd le s s  of 
co u n try , c re e d ,  p arty  o r  sex , 2) that the G. E . S . placed full 

confidence and support in the A. A. S . S . , 3) that the meeting express  

disapprobation at the action of the G. E .  S . committee fo r  th e ir  action  

in re g a rd  to C o ll in s ,  4) that the B. F .  A . S . S . , because of its  actions  

toward C o l l in s ,  had lost the confidence and support of the G. E . S .  ,

5) that the G .E .  S . expresses its  confidence in C o ll in s  and that

a c i r c u la r  le t te r  to B r i t is h  abo lit ion is ts  be sent stating that the 

G. E . S . exp resses  support and sympathy to the A. A. S .  S . , and 6) r
that an additional seventeen new members be added to the committee. 

None of this is  p a r t ic u la r ly  reve a lin g  except fo r  the addition of the 

seventeen new committeemen o r  about a fo r ty  percent increase .

One asks who they w ere and why w ere  they added. As fa r  as why 

they w ere  added it is p e r fe c t ly  obv ious  that they w e re  hand picked  

by the s e c re ta r ie s  to ensure  they would no longer be out voted in the 

committee meetings. As re g ard s  who they w e r e ,  on the whole l i t t le

74 G lasgow  A rg u s ,  29 A p r i l  1841

75 G. E .  S . Minute Book I I I ,  27 A p r i l  1841.
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is known about them except fo r  Jam es T u r n e r  of Thrushgrove  who 

I was an active  C h a rt is t  and John U r e .  O f the o thers  v e ry  l i t t le  is 

known. T h is  suggests that they w e re  not of any real standing in the 

community. F o r  the most p a r t  they w e r e  small m erchants or t ra d e s ­

men such as James Dunn a b a k e r ,  o r  James B ruce  an en g ra ver .  As
76such th e re  is ve ry  l i t t le  re c o rd  of them. The rec o rd  of the m eeting,

how ever, suggests that they w e re  all C h a r t is ts  o r  C h a rt is t

sym path izers . M u rray  and i^meal had what they wanted and it was
now the tu rn  of the C h a rt is ts  who passed a resolution  stating :

"That in accordance with the sentiments contained in 
the address presented to M r.  C o ll in s  and now re a d ,  it is  
the opinion of this meeting that the people of this country  
a re  entitled  to th e ir  r ig h t of su ffrage  fo r  which they 
have been contending these last th re e  y ea rs  and that 
we pledge o urse lves  to use every  moral and legal means 
to obtain our l ib e r ty  and the l ib e r ty  of all mankind. n?7

The re s u lt  of the meeting was that in re tu rn  fo r  accepting pub lica lly

at least one plank of the C h a r te r ,  and that the most important one,

Smeal and M u rra y  had once again succeeded in putting the G .E .  S .

in d ire c t  support of the G a rr is o n ia n  A m erican  abo lit ion is ts . T h is

c le a r ly  shows to what extent the s e c re ta r ie s  w e re  w il l in g  to go in
o rd e r  to obtain the support of the G. E .  S . fo r  the A. A . S . S . when

it is rem em bered that only a few  months p rev io u s ly  Smeal had

re jec ted  an application by the C h a rt is t  L lo y d  Jones fo r  membership

in the Soc ie ty  non the grounds that he apprehended M r. Jones was

desirous of becoming a member of the S o c ie ty  that he might have an
78opportunity of pub lica lly  d is tu rb ing  its proceedings. 11 The  

s e c re ta r ie s  w e re  without qualms in using a h e re to fo re  d isagreeab le  

element in o rd e r  to gain th e ir  ob jective  if  the c ircum stances req u ired  

it. T h is  does not mean the s e c re ta r ie s  w e re  without p r in c ip le s .

76 F o r  a l is t  of the p ropo sed  new committeemen and the ir
occupations see Appendix I I I

77 G. E .  S . Minute Book I I I ,  27 A p r i l  1841

78 Ibid. I I ,  20 O ctober 1840. S ee  above page 140
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On the c o n tra ry  it was th e ir  r ig id  and unfa iling  support of the

p r in c ip le s  of G a rr is o n  that led them to take these e x tra o rd in a ry

m easures. W a rd la w  and Heugh , though they had p rev io u s ly  sent

in le t te rs  of res ignation  s t i l l  hoped to gain control of the Soc ie ty .

At a committee meeting of May 19 they succeeded in getting a

suffic ient number o f th e ir  sup porte rs  to attend and c a r r ie d  a motion

calling  fo r  a pub lic  meeting of the members of the G. E .  S . to determ ine
the v a l id ity  of the membership of the seventeen new committeemen

appointed at the B a z a a r .  At the subsequent meeting on May 31 , the

membership voted that indeed the seventeen new men had not been

va lid ly  appointed. It was then moved and approved that those same

men should be added to the committee. The motion was contested on

the grounds that many had le ft  the meeting which had had a ve ry  low
attendance in any case. N e v e r th e le s s  with just th ir ty -o n e  members

of the G .E .  S .  in attendance out of a possib le  two hundred and n in e ty -

s ix  s u b s c r ib e rs  the meeting decided to re c e iv e  into the committee the 
79new members. T h e  re s u lt  was p red ic tab le .  The  m oderate member­

ship , knowing that the addition of these rad ical new committeemen  

would prevent them from  e x e rc is in g  any control o ve r  the S o c ie ty ,  

immediately began to res  ign. D u rin g  the next two months the
res ignations of tw elve  of the S o c ie ty ’ s most active  members w e re  

80accepted. Among the most important w e re  Revs. W a rd la w ,  Heugh, 

K ing and R o bert K e tt le  and W il l ia m  Paton. They had been some of  

the most ac tive  and prom inent members and th e ir  d e p artu re  was a 

serious blow to the p re s t ig e  and v i ta l i ty  of the S o c ie ty . O thers  such 

as John Reid simply stopped ac tive ly  p a rt ic ip a tin g  in the movement.

79 Ibid I I I ,  19 May 1841
R ep o rt  of the D iscussion  at the F i r s t  Meeting of the Members
of the Glasgow Em ancipation  S o c ie ty  May 31 , 1841 pp. 2 5 -6

80 G. E .  S .  M inute Book I I I ,  16 June 1841 , 20 July 1841 , 30 July
1 841 , 2 Augu st 1 841.
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Between January  1840 and August 1841 the G. E .  S . was

concerned with l i t t le  e lse o ther than its  internal squabbling. As

f a r  as ac t ive ly  pursuing a program m e opposing s la v e ry  almost nothing

had been done. F o r  one thing its  attention was d iverted  from  s la v e ry

to the in ternal b icke r in g  and the struggle  to control the S ocie ty .

S econd ly , even had the S o c ie ty  focused its attention on the issue

of in ternational s la ve ry  th e re  was almost nothing it could have  
81done. W hereas  in A m erica  the public was intim ately concerned  

with the a n t is la v e ry  cause, B r i ta in  was l i t t le  affected in one way o r  

another with the emancipation o f  fo re ign  s laves. Th is  was one of the 

p rim a ry  reasons why the movement was losing public  support. Th e  

Socie ty  was v e ry  ac t ive  during this period  but the ind ications a r e  that 

at pub lic  m eetings, except when the C h a rt is ts  turned up, the attend­
ance had fa llen  off con s id erab ly . W itness the turn out of only  

th ir ty -o n e  at the pub lic  meeting of May 31 , 1841. Thompson’ s t r ip  

to the U n ited  S ta tes  in 1 8 3 4 -5  was intended to awaken the conscience  

of the A m erican s  as to the ev i ls  of s la v e ry  and its potential danger  

to the freedom  of the re s t  of the cou n try .  T h is  had been accomplished  

due more to the e f fo r ts  o f the A m erican  abo lit ion is ts  than the B r i t is h  

but n everthe less  it had been accomplished. What remained fo r  the 

B r it is h  abo lit ion is ts  and m ore s p e c if ica l ly  the G. E .  S .  was indefin ite .  

D ire c t  action was out of the question and in this reg ard  it was in 

much the same position as the A m erican  abo lition is ts  owing to the 

semi-autonomous position of the S tates  in the United  S ta tes  fed era l  

system of governm ent. In the past as in the fu ture  the S o c ie ty  was  

forced  to attack the system in d ire c t ly  such as in the case of the

81 H ow ard  T e m p e r le y ,  ’’T h e  B r i t is h  and A m erican  A b o lit io n is ts  
Com pared11 in D u b erm an , The  Anti s la v e ry  Vanguard  
p p . 3 5 9 -6 0 .
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Am istad captives o r  th e ir  opposition to the G overnm ent's  re c o g -  
82nition of Texas . W hile  it is tru e  that th ere  was a great amount 

of respect fo r  the B r i t is h  abo lit ion is ts  by the A m ericans th is  meant 

l i t t le  to the public at la rge  and had no effect on the institu tion  of  

s la v e ry .  But even this mutual adm iration  of the B r i t is h  and 

A m erican  abo lit ion is ts  was in te r fe re d  with owing to the fragm enting  

of the movement into p ro  and anti G a rr is o n  factions. In th is  the 

G. E .  S . was now solid ly  behind G a rr is o n  but in o r d e r  to accomplish  

this it had been forced  to abandon any w ork  against the institu tion  

i tse lf .  In the end it was a per iod  of maximum, intensive a c t iv ity  

and minimal c o n s tru c t iv e  accomplishments. T h is  was caused by 

the fundamental d iffe rence  between the two ra d ic a ls  Smeal and 

M u rra y  and the more moderate members. On the one  hand th e re  

w e re  the s e c re ta r ie s ,  who, because of th e ir  support fo r  G a r r is o n ,  
w e re  w il l in g  to destroy the S o c ie ty  in o r d e r  to save it. On the 

other hand the m oderates insisted that the soc ie ty 's  a c t iv it ie s  be 

l im ited only to fighting s la v e ry  and any extraneous issues such as  

suffrage o r  "Womans Rights" should not be a llowed to have any 

place e ith e r  im plic ity  o r  e x p lic i t ly  in the group 's  w ork . Any  

support fo r  G a rr is o n  on the p a r t  of the G. E . S . they fe lt  implied  

support fo r  the o ther reform s he continually  dragged into the e ffo rt .  

T h is  they could not condone and consequently a f te r  they w e re  

unable to gain control of the Socie ty  they w ithdrew .

The  L ad ies  A u x i l ia ry  which had been so important f in a n c ia lly  

to the G. E .  S . in the e a r l i e r  y e a rs  rem ained in the hands of the 

m oderates and it became necessary  to form a new group ca lled  the
83Glasgow Fem ale  Anti S la v e ry  Socie ty  which was v e ry  pro  G a rr is o n .

82 T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n tis la v e ry  p. 197

83 R ic e ,  "T h e  Scottish F a c to r  In Th e  F ig h t Against A m erican  
S la v e ry "  p. 234. An Appeal to the L a d ie s  of G re a t  B r i ta in  
on B ehalf  of the A m erican  S laves  (Glasgow 1841) p. 14, 
located in the M itchell L i b r a r y ,  Glasgow.
Annual Repo r t  of the Glasgow F em a le  Anti S la v e ry  S o c ie ty
1 842, pp.5-7.
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It w as , how ever, much less successful in ra is in g  funds e ith e r  fo r  

its own operation  o r  to donate to the G. E .  S . In fact it never donated 

any money at all to the G .E .  S . but concentrated on ra is in g  con­

tr ibutions to send to the Boston Anti S la v e ry  B a z a a r  held each year
84in Boston Massachusetts. T h is  was to p ro ve  unfortunate fo r  the

G. E .  S . in the fu ture co n tro versy  w ith the F r e e  Church o f Scotland

concerning holding fe llow ship with siavehold ing churches in the

A m erican  South. It was due to lack of money that the G. E .  S . nearly
85suspended opera tions between 1847 and 1851.

The  separation  of the two q u a rre l in g  factions of the G. E .  S .
in 1841 th e re fo re  had long range effects . F o r  one thing it a lienated

the Lad ies  A u x i l ia ry  Socie ty  as an important source of revenue and
it lost fo r  the G. E . S . a g rea t  number of D issenting m in is ters  who had

up to then been the backbone of the S o c ie ty . T h is  is i l lu s tra te d  by
comparing the subscrip tion  l is ts  o f 1841 and 1842. Th e  resu lts  show
about a f i f ty  percent reduction and of the s u rv iv o rs  few  took any

real in te re s t  in the Soc ie ty . T h is  d isaffection  of many of the c le rg y

is fu r th e r  shown by the fact that fo r  the rem ainder of the decade

only four public meetings w e re  held in churches and all four took
86place in Rev. Anderson 's  John S t r e e t  R e l ie f  Church. F in a l ly ,  

and most s ignificant of a l l ,  the in ternal split separated the two 

most important elements in the S o c ie ty .  Smeal and M u r ra y ,  

reg ard less  of th e ir  rad ical inc lina tions  w ere  the d r iv in g  fo rc e  be­

hind the G. E .  S . but without the ac t ive  p a rt ic ip a tio n  ofthe leading

84 S ee  Annual Report of the Glasgow Fem ale  Ant? S la v e ry  
S o cie ty  1841-51 .

85 G .E .  S . Annual R eport 1851 , p. 5

86 Ib id ,  1841-2
G .E .  S . Minute Book I I I ,  2 August 1841, through  
6 January 1 851.
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D issenting  c le rgy  they found themselves mostly cut o ff from  

p opu lar support. It was not until a co n tro ve rs y  w ith  the F r e e  

Church f la re d  up and the D issenting  C le rg y  again jo ined the 

effo rt  in 184 4 -7  that the Socie ty  showed any rea l sign of re tu rn in g  

to l i fe  and then only until it becam e evident that its e f fo rts  w ere  

f ru it le s s .
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C H A P T E R  V

The Decade Of The 1840's And T h e  F r e e  Church C o n tro versy

T h e  effect of ove r one yea r  of in ternal w rangling  on the 

G. E . S . was both immediate and deb il ita t ive .  Nothing had been 

gained by a lienating  the c i ty 's  D issenting c le rgy  and a s izab le  

portion  of the S o c ie ty 's  leadersh ip . The p r ic e  fo r  backing G arr iso n  

and the A. A. S . S . in terms of manpower had been high and, as w ill  

be shown, o ve r  the next th ree  y e a rs  the re tu rn s  w e re  neg lig ib le .

The d if f ic u lt  problem stil l  rem ained of finding a v iab le  program m e  

o r  issue which would in some e ffec tive  way come to g r ips  w ith the  

problem of s lave ry  in other p a r ts  o f the W orld . It was at this  

point that G eorge Thompson once m ore came to the fo re .  Thompson  

had stayed re la t iv e ly  c le a r  of the in terna l d ispute though as a lways  

he rem ained a staunch supporter of G a rr is o n .  But Thompson had 

branched out into other a reas  of re fo rm  a f te r  the end of ap p re n tic e ­

ship and consequently he was not as intim ately  bound up with the 

inner w ork ings of the G .E .  S . although he s t i l l  held powerful sway  

over it. As the dust was s til l  se ttling  a f te r  the schism he once 

more stepped in to attempt to lead what remained of the S o c ie ty  

down an e n t ire ly  new path.

W ith  the ending of apprenticeship in 1838 Thompson had 

almost immediately jo ined the A borig ines  P ro tec t io n  S o c ie ty  which  

had quick ly  resu lted  in the G. E .  S . a f f i l ia t in g  w ith  that body.  ̂ Soon

th e r e a f te r ,  because of his enthusiasm on the subject of India and
2

at the instigation of Joseph Pease  of D arling ton  he became one of 

the founders of the B r i t is h  India S o c ie ty  o rgan ized  in 1839. Not 

s u r p r is in g ly , the G. E . S . obediently a l l ie d  themselves with this

1 G. E .  S . Minute Book I I ,  6 Septem ber 1838 
H o w itt 's  Journal vol. I I ,  23 O ctober 1847.

2 Joseph P e a s e ,  the founder of the B r i t is h  India S o c ie ty ,  was  
a w ealthy Q uaker m a n u fa c tu re r , ra i l ro a d  p ro m o te r ,  
ph ilan th ro p is t and abo lition is t. He was the fa th e r  of 
E liza b e th  Pease  (Ch. IV  fn. 55) and the f i r s t  Q uaker e lected  
member of the House of Commons.
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group. Subsequently this body dissolved due to internal disputes

but Thompson remained active  in the w ork fo r  reform  in India. By

considering the conditions and the claims of the poor in India it was

fe lt  that the Government could devise methods to c a r r y  out measures

to be tte r  th e ir  c ircum stances. T h is  was im portant, fo r  s la v e ry

depended on the production of tro p ica l products and these could be

cultivated  in India cheaper than in s lave  te r r i t o r ie s  owing to the

almost l im itless  supply of cheap labour. It was thought that if  this
4could be accomplished s la ve ry  would be ended by m arket fo rc e s .

It was under these circum stances that Thompson entered  into the

employment of the R a ja  of S a t ta r a ,  who had been deposed by the
5

East India Company, and began w ork ing  fo r  his re s to ra t io n .

The G. E .  S . became involved with Thompson's e ffo rts  to 

re in s ta te  the Ra ja  of S a t ta ra  at its  Annual Meeting in 1841. At 

the Adjourned Meeting on August 3 rd ,  Thompson monopolised the 

proceedings by giving a long speech in which he explained the 

circum stances under which the R a ja  had been deposed and

3 G. E .  S . Minute Book I I ,  13 May 1839
How?tt's Journal vol. I I ,  23 O ctober 1847 
T e m p e rle y ,  B r i t is h  A n tis la v e ry  pp. 101-2
Able and K lin g b e rg , A  S id e -L ig h t  On A n g lo -A m erican  
Relations p. 63 n. 18.
B r i t is h  India -  P roceed ings  at a P u b lic  Meeting in D arling ton  __7_

4 G. E .  S .  Minute Book I I , 14 Sep tember 1 840
T e m p e rle y ,  B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  p. 102
S ee Ch. I l l  p. 11 5

5 H o w itt 's  Journal vol. I I ,  23 O ctober 1847.
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* concluded by proposing a motion condemning the East India Company
6and its  B oard  of Control fo r  th e ir  treatm ent of the e x - r u le r .  He

also proposed that the G. E .  S . seek , through P a r i  iam entary

investigation and leg is la t io n , to p ro c u re  the re s to ra t io n  of the Raja.

T h is  may seem to be, and indeed w a s ,  a f a r  c ry  from the orig ina l

purpose of the G. E .  S . which a f te r  all had been set up to combat

s lavery  of the masses ra th e r  than the re s to ra t io n  of ind iv iduals

un law fu lly  deprived of th e ir  position . Rev. P a t r ic k  B re w s te r

took jus t such a position when he objected to Thompson’ s rem arks
and suggested that the G. E .  S . would be much b e tte r  advised to show

concern fo r  the poor in B r i ta in  than fo r  a R a ja  in India and he o ffe red

an amendment to Thompson's motion ca lling  fo r  the abolition of the

Corn and P ro v is io n  Law s  and a speedy re v ie w  of the P o o r  L aw s . T h is
led to a ra th e r  heated debate between the two and f in a l ly  the cha irm an,
John M cLeod , cut B re w s te r  o ff and ca lled  fo r  a vote in which

7
Thompson's motion was c a r r ie d  overw helm ingly . It was quite  

apparent that B re w s te r  had lost much sympathy in the an t is la ve ry  

c ir c le  of G lasgow owing to the prominent part  he had taken at  

prev ious public  meetings when the C h a rt is ts  had taken o v e r  full 

control of the proceedings. They no doubt fe lt  that he, as one of 

the C h a rt is t  le a d e rs ,  had been re s p o n s ib le  fo r  much of the b i t t e r ­

ness that had so recen tly  sp lit  up the S o c ie ty . W hile  such an 

amendment would have been happily agreed to at the B a z a a r  Meeting  

or the meeting immediately preceding it the members of this audience  

w ere  not C h a rt is ts  and obviously wanted nothing more to do w ith  

them or B re w s te r .  T h e ir  recru itm ent by the s e c re ta r ie s  had been

6 G. E .  S . Minute Book I I I ,  3 August 1841
F o r  Thompson's position see H o w itt 's  Journal 
v o l . I , p. 4 6 -7

7 Glasgow C h ro n ic le ,  4 August 1841
G. E .  S . Minute B o o k , I I I ,  3 August 1841
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a tem porary  m easure to ach ieve  a spec if ic  goal. Smeal and M u rra y  

w e re  undoubtably aw a re  that if they w e re  to perm anently  involve  

the Soc ie ty  with the C h a r t is ts  the basic aims of the G. E .  S . would  

have been engulfed and re leg a ted  to only secondary importance.

Tak ing  into account the almost passionate zeal of the s e c re ta r ie s  

fo r  the abo lition  of the s laves  it is hard  to imagine that they would  

have been foolish enough to e ffect a permanent junc tu re  w ith  the 

C h a rt is ts  at the r is k  o f being overw helm ed by them. T h is  was 

made c le a r  at the m eeting  and Rev. B re w s te r  fo r  his p a r t  took the 

hint and never again took p a r t  in the a f fa irs  of the G. E .  S .

H ow ever much Thompson pleaded the case of the R a ja  of 

S a t ta r a ,  and it must be said he did his level best to a rouse  the 

enthusiasm of the G .E .  S .  , this was not an issue that was capable  

of exc iting  the membership of the S o c ie ty . Adm ittedly the G. E .  S .  

did take some r a th e r  c u rs o ry  action and at the Annual Meeting it 
had come out fo r  the adoption of measures fo r  the abo lition  of 
Indian s la ve ry  and had secured  the support of the two Glasgow  

MP. 's ,  Oswald and Dennistoun, if  any such m easure should be
g

proposed in P a r l ia m e n t .  Soon a f te r  the Annual Meeting the committee

agreed to petition  P a r l ia m e n t  fo r  the R a ja 's  re s to ra t io n . T h is

pe tit io n , how eve r,  had not been sent and was s t il l  in the hands of

the G. E .  S . as la te  as the end of O ctober 1842. It seems that the

Socie ty  was w aiting  fo r  the case to be presented  before  the House

of Commons and fu r th e r  action on this m a tte r ,  if  any , is not
g

r e fe r r e d  to in the M inute Books. In May of 1842 at a public  

meeting a reso lu tio n  of support fo r  the R a ja  was passed and at the 

instigation of Thompson it was fo rw ard e d  to him. ^ But this was  

l i t t le  more than going through the motions at the behest of Thompson

8 Ibid.

9 G. E .  S . Annual R eport 1842 , p. 8

10 G. E .  S . M inute Book I I I ,  5 May 1842
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who was p re p a r in g  to go to India la te r  that yea r .  D esp ite  the

fact that in 183 9 -40  the G. E .  S . had pr in ted  and c ircu la ted  2 6 ,7 5 0

pamphlets and o ther p r in te d  m ateria l on the s u b je c t^  and that the

Reports  of 1842 and 1843 w e re  f i l le d  with information concerning

Thompson and B r i t is h  India the G. E .  S . never re a l ly  involved i ts e lf

deeply w ith the problem s of India . It can only be said that the

Socie ty  took at best a passing in te res t  in the East Indies due

solely to the e f fo r ts  of Thompson. The  issue of s lavery  in India

was of even less concern to the Socie ty  and when re fe re n c e  was

made to i t ,  it was without any real enthusiasm and l i t t le  concerted

o r  o rgan ized  action in the p a r t  of the G. E .  S . was d irec ted  tow ards

its abo lition . T h e  reason  fo r  this was that s la v e ry  in India was

quite d iffe ren t  from  that in the W est. In the W est s lave ry  was
built on a po licy  of coerc ion  in o r d e r  to exploit a reso u rc e  fo r  the

p ro f it  of a few. In India s la v e ry  was a ltogether a d iffe ren t m atter.

Indeed there  w e re  in Ind ia  severa l v a r ie t ie s  of s la v e ry  some of which
1 2w ere  quite benign and even benefic ia l to the s laves . Except fo r

1 3condemning Indian s la v e ry  in its  R eports  and Aooen dices , the 

G. E . S . did I i t t le  o r  nothing of a p rac t ica l nature  to effect its  

abol ition.

11 G. E .  S .  Annual R eport 1840, p. 17

12 S la v e ry  in India was of course no bed of roses and in some
cases quite  b ru ta l but on the whole it d iffe red  quite ra d ic a l ly  
from  the W e s te rn  form . S ee  D. R. B a n a j i ,  S la v e ry  in B r i t is h  
India (Bombay 1933) pp. 1 - 2 ,  2 0 ,  30 , 8 1 ,  8 4 ,  1 0 6 -8 ,  1 3 2 -4 6 ,  
Ch. II p ass im .

13 G. E .  S .  Annual R eport and Appendix, 1842, 1843.
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Th e  duties lev ied  on colonial and fo re ign  grown sugar w e re

of a more pert in en t and intim ate na tu re  in th e ir  connection with the

G .E .  S . In the past G lasgow had been one of the most important

centres in the W est Indies sugar t rad e  and the West India M erchants

in the c ity  w e re  s til l  pow erfu l and important men. But during the

campaign against s la ve ry  and apprenticeship  there  had been many
14harsh w ords between the m erchants  and the anti s lave ry  zea lo ts .

1 5All of these m erchants w e re  staunch T o r ie s  so it is no wonder

given the past antagonisms and th e ir  p resent po lit ica l b e lie fs  that
there  would be l i t t le  love lost between these two segments of the

population. F o r  these reasons it is not s u rp r is in g  that when the

subject of the S u g ar  Duties  was b roached  to the G. E .  S . it came
out strongly  in favour of f re e  trade . T h is  is not e n t ire ly  c o r re c t

in that when it was f i r s t  brought up at a meeting in May 1841 the

Soc ie ty  decided to do nothing about it as the committee was divided
1 6in sentiment over it. But h e re  it must be rem em bered that at this

time the Soc ie ty  was s til l  in the throes of the s truggle  between the

pro  and anti G a rr is o n  factions and any consideration  o r  d iscussion

of the m atter  would have been absurd ly  anachron is tic  to the issue

then at hand. T h is  indecision was shortly  modified to all out
support fo r  the G overnm ent's  m easures fo r  p rom oting  F r e e  T ra d e

when a motion to that effect was passed at a committee meeting of

18 June 1841. Soon a f te r  th is at th e ir  Annual M eeting the Soc ie ty

came out p u b lica l ly  in th e ir  app ro va l of the proposed reduction in
17the S u g ar  D u ties . T h is  was in d ire c t  opposition to the stand  

taken by the B. F .  A . S .  S .  who held that the expansion of the sugar  

market by the opening up of the B r i t is h  m arket would only stim ulate

14 James Cl el and, Annals of G lasgow Com pris ing an Account of 
the P u b lic  B u ild in g s , C h a r it ie s  and the R ise  and P ro g re s s  of 
the C ity  (G lasgow  181 6 2 vo ls . ) I I , 3 7 4 -5
H in ton , M em oirs  of W il l ia m  Knibb pp. 1 4 4 -8 ,  156 -6 3 .  
T e v io td a le ,  "G lasgow  P a r i ia m e n ta ry  Constituency" pp. 8 2 -3

15 T e v io td a le ,  "G lasgow  P a r i  iam entary Constituency" p. 83
16 G. E .  S . M inute Book I I I ,  24 May 1841
1 7 Ib id ,  18 June 1841 , 2 August 1 841.
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production in other sugar producing c o u n tr ies ,  most of which

perm itted  s lave ry .  T h is  r is e  in the demand fo r  sugar would incur

a r is e  in the demand fo r  labour and in the case of the slaveholding
1 8countries  this would d ire c t ly  stim ulate the slave trade . T o  this

the G. E .  S . answ ered  that it  was th e ir  b e l ie f  that all things being

equal f re e  labour was cheaper than slave labour. T h e re fo re  all the

B r it is h  West Indies needed was an abundant supply of f re e  labour

which could be obtained from  A f r ic a  under s tr ic t  Government

supervis ion. They  claim ed that monopoly had always been the main

support of s la ve ry  and th e re fo re  F r e e  T ra d e  would push slave

labour out of the m arket f o r ,  as they r e i te r a te d ,  f re e  labour was

cheaper than s lave  labour. As fa r  as f re e  em igration from A f r ic a

to the W est Indies they w e re  again in d ire c t  opposition to the

B . F . A .  S . S . who held that the so ca lled  “ f re e "  em igration  would
1 9soon develop into a new s lave  trade.

T h e  all out support which the G. E .  S . had given F r e e  T ra d e  

in the beginning was soon modified to a somewhat m ore equivocal 

stand. The Annual R eport of 1842 hedges on the viewpoint it had 

prev ious ly  taken when it  stated "W e by no means advocate the 

introduction of S lave  grown S u g a r ,  on the same terms with B r i t is h  

f re e  labour produce; but we be lieve  that the B r i t is h  may produce it 

as cheap, and we would insist that they should be re q u ire d  to do so. 11 

The Socie ty  changed th is  somewhat m ore the fo llow ing y e a r  when it 

ignored the issue of F r e e  T ra d e  and m erely  ca lled  fo r  f re e  m igration  

of A fr ic a n s  to the West Indies with re tu rn  passage guaranteed.

18 M ath ieson, B r i t is h  S la v e  Em ancipation pp. 157 -9

19 B. F .  A . S .  S .  P a p e r s ,  M. S . S . B r .  Emp. S I  8. C 2 0 /3 6  
M u rra y  to S c o b le ,  3 June 1843, M. S . S . B r .  Emp. S I  8. 
C 2 0 /3 8 ,  M u rra y  to S c o b le ,  12 August 1843.

20 G. E . S .  Annual R eport  1842, p. 86



F in a l ly  on 12 A p r i l  1844 the S o c ie ty  completely re v e rs e d  its

fo rm er position and petitioned P a r l ia m e n t to admit fo re ign  f re e

grown sugar and other products from  all p a r ts  of the w o r ld  on the

same term s as colonial produce and that P a r l ia m e n t should not

agree  to any m easure (meaning equal duties on s lave grown produce)

that would tend to increase  o r  extend the duration of s la v e ry  o r  the

slave trad e . Th e  petition called  fo r  "the abolition of s la v e ry  by
21f iscal regu la tions  based on moral and p ac if ic  means. 11 Thus  

from a position of full support of F r e e  T ra d e  the G .E .  S . had come 

full c i r c le  and was now seeking r e s t r ic t iv e  ta r i f fs  against s lave  

grown products . In essence the Soc ie ty  supported the theory of 

f re e  tra d e  but this stand had to be modified in o r d e r  to correspond  

to its  hum anitarian sentiments even at the r is k  of opposing the 

w idespread  popular support fo r  the e lim ination  of t rad e  b a r r ie r s .

It is in te res ting  to note here  that the W est India Associa tion  of 
Glasgow had, even befo re  the G. E .  S . , been petition ing  P a r l ia m e n t  

along identical lines. W hereas  its  stand before  the abolition of 
s lavery  had been to demand protection against f re e  grown sugar  

and to minimise the ev i ls  of s la v e ry ,  it now demanded protection
22against s lave grown sugar and exaggerated the ev i ls  of s la v e ry .

T h is  led to the ra th e r  unusual a ll iance  betw een  the local W est  

India m erchants and the G. E .  S . both of which sought the same 

ends though fo r  quite d iffe ren t reasons. Th e  G. E .  S . fo r  its  p a r t  

sought fo r  the protection  of West India sugar as an economic le v e r  

to fa c i l i ta te  the end of s la ve ry  o r  at the v e ry  least to inhib it its  

p ro f ita b i l i ty .  The West India merchants sought the same ends in 

o rd e r  to re ta in  th e ir  monopoly. Soon a f te r  the G. E .  S .  took its  

stand fo r  pro tection  of the W est India in te re s ts  the W est India  

Associa tion  of Glasgow began encouraging its e ffo rts  by making

21 G . E .  S . Minute Book I I I , 1 August 1843, 12 A p r i l  1844.
G. E .  S . Annual Report 1 844 , pp. 11 - 2

22 M inutes of the W est India Associa tion  of G lasgow l t 25
O cto ber 1 830 , 5 M arch 1816 , 6 May 1826, 5 May 1841.
E r i c  W il l ia m s , Capita lism  and S la v e ry  (U n iv e rs ity  of N o rth  
C a ro lin a  P re s s  1944) p. 141.
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donations to enable the Soc ie ty  to c a r r y  out its  agitation.

T h is  gradual change in the position of the G. E . S . led to a 

ra th e r  muddleheaded and ill thought out proposal by M u rra y  in re g a rd  

to the renew al of a commercial t re a ty  with B ra z i l  which was due to 

e x p ire  in Novem ber 1844. H is  suggestion was that if  B ra z i l  wanted  

its sugar admitted on the same status as B r i t is h  f re e  grown su g a r ,

! it notify the B r i t is h  Government of the names of th e ir  p lan ta t io n s ,

i th e ir  ex ten t,  the number and descrip tion  of the s la v e s  on each and
!
I th e ir  sugar would be admitted fo rthw ith  provided they agreed to 

j cu lt iva te  th e ir  p lantations and ra is e  th e ir  sugar with f re e  labour.

| But in o r d e r  to insure  that it was f r e e  labour B r i t is h  o f f ic ia ls  w e re
r
I to be appointed and perm itted  to res id e  on each p lantation as inspectors  

to see that the p lantations w e re  so cu ltiva ted . These inspectors  w e re  

to c e r t i fy  that the sugar was the product of f re e  labour. T h is  would  

induce o th ers  to give up s la v e ry  and consequently s la ve ry  would  

gradu a lly  be abolished. T h is  was in l ine  with the S o c ie ty ’ s b e l ie f  

that the Governm ent should apply fiscal p re s s u re  on fo re ig n  states
24fo r  the abo lition  of s la v e ry  through commercial t re a ty  negotiations.

Upon rece iv in g  th is  proposal in the form  of a memorial L o r d  Aberdeen

acknowledged re c e ip t  and thanked him fo r  h is  communication, which
25was probably  m ore than the proposal deserved. Thomas C la rk s o n ,  

to whom a copy of the memorial had been sent, was more kind as he 

pointed out the u t te r  im p ra c ticab il i ty  of having Government agents  

on every  p lantation  saying that even the B r i t is h  Government could 

not a ffo rd  such a scheme. He added in a le t te r  the fo llow ing  day

23 Minutes of the W est India Association  of G lasgow I ,
25 July 1844 , 8 Septem ber 1846, 19 January 1848.

24 G. E .  S .  Annual R eport 1843, p. 1 3
G. E .  S . M inute Book I I I ,  25 March 1844.
S e e  M em orial to L o r d  Aberdeen.

25 Ib id , Reply of L o rd  A b erd een , 11 A p ri l  1844.
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1,Be th e re fo re  so good as to devise some p lan , by which the fewest

inspectors  could superintend the greates t number of contiguous  
26estates. 11 He d id , how ever, approve of the scheme as did Joseph 

27S turge . Nothing is even mentioned of the possib le attitude the 

B ra z i l ia n s  may have held concerning the p oss ib il ity  of having  

hundreds if not thousands of B r i t is h  inspectors s c u rry in g  about 

the ir  country attempting to d iscern  which was f re e  and which was  

slave grown sugar. One is tempted to speculate as to how such 

a proposal w ould  have been rece ived  had it been introduced into 

the negotiations fo r  the new commercial t rea ty .

T h e  importance of all th is  concern over f re e  trade  and f re e  

A fr ic a n  em igration and f re e  labour goods versus  slave labour goods 

is not so much what was achieved (they achieved nothing) but the 

fact that it i l lu s tra te s  the kind o f m an who made up the membership  

of the G. E .  S . and in th is  the G. E .  S . was a microcosm of the 

general middle class re form  societies  of the day. By and la rg e  

the cast of men constituting the G .E .  S . p laced every  confidence  

in the a b i l i ty  of the Government to handle any situation o r  problem  

abroad as well as at home. They fe lt  that the Government could or  

would undertake  to c o r re c t  abuses simply because it had been 

convinced that the situation o r  state was in some way m ora lly  wrong  

and under its  guidance any plan could be undertaken , any wrong  

r ighted. T h is  re f lec ted  the underly ing  philosophy of the cas te ,  

i . e .  e ff ic ien t  ru le  based upon the committee p ro ced u re  and 

effec tive  government superv is ion . Given d irec t io n  and enlighten­

ment any powerful state such as B r i ta in  could ach ieve the type of 

society e lsew h ere  that they fe lt  to be in ex istence in th e ir  own 

country -  a society which preached inev itab le  p ro g res s  and the

26 G. E .  S . M iscellaneous P a p e rs ,  C larkson  to M u r ra y ,  3 
A p r i l  1844, 4 A p ri l  1844.

27 G .E .  S . M inute Book I I I ,  12 A p r i l  1844.
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freedom to achieve success by personal d r iv e  and ambition. To

atta in  th is  goal even fore ign in te rv e n t io n  into the institu tions of other

countr ies  by the Government was not ru led  out. B earing  w itness to

this is a memorial by the G. E .  S . to L o rd  Aberdeen of 22 F e b r u a r y ,

1844, c a l l in g  fo r  the Government to insist upon an agreement with

B ra z i l  in the renew al of the fo rthcom ing  commercial tre a ty  w hereby

B r ita in  would be a llowed to place permanent o ff ic ia ls  in B r a z i l  at

su itab le  p laces to prevent s lave trad ing or  encroachments on the

l ib e rty  of f r e e  imported A fr ic a n  lab o u re rs .  F o r  th is  purpose there

was to be a fu l l ,  exact and complete re g is t ry  of all B r a z i l ia n  s laves

with a descrip tion  at the time of concluding the tre a ty .  F u r t h e r  it
would be agreed that uno Em igrants  (w ere  to be) landed without due

prev ious  notice given to one of the o f f ic ia ls  so that the landing may
take p lace  under his inspection11 and that the B r i t is h  o ff ic ia ls  would
have f r e e  access to all the em igrants and the s lave re g is t ry  until

28B ra z i l  abolished s la v e ry .  The  abo lit ion is ts  wanted the B r i t is h
Government to use its economic, commercial and industria l might

to fo rc e  other countr ies  to acquiesce in th e ir  stand regard ing

s la v e ry  and to insure  success they w e re  to back up that fo rc e  with
government functionaries .

The con troversy  surroun d ing  f re e  trade  ve rs u s  p ro tec t iv e

ta r i f f  against slave grown produce and f re e  em igration  versus

re s t r ic te d  em igration  continued w e l l  into 1848 even though in 1846

the Governm ent had d ra s t ic a l ly  reduced the sugar ta r i f f .  Once

again the po licy  of the G. E .  S . changed and once again the

committee w e re  unable to make up th e ir  minds as to which was the
29most e ffec tive  means of fighting s la v e ry .  H o w e v e r ,  by this  

time it r e a l ly  made no d iffe rence  fo r  the W est Indian in te re s ts ,

28 Ib id ,  17 F e b ru a ry  1844.

29 Ib id ,  9 May 1848.
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unable to compete with slave la b o u r ,  w e re  p ra c t ic a l ly  f in ished as 

a significant economic fo rce . ^

S in ce  the days of the con troversy  aroused by G a rr is o n  in 

1840-1 the G. E .  S . had been on bad terms with the B . F . A .  S .  S .

T h e  p r im a ry  reason fo r  th is  was of cours e the B. F .  A. S .  S .  *s 

I anti G a rr is o n  stand and th e ir  support fo r  the equally anti G a rr is o n

A. F .  A. S . S . T h is  antagonism is nowhere so evident as in the

| correspondence between the two soc ie ties  ran g in g  from th e ir[
j d isagreem ents concerning f re e  trad e  and f re e  em igration  to the
I
| ca ll ing  of a second W o rld  Convention in 1843. Th e  correspondence

con cern ing  the proposed W o r ld  Convention is esp ec ia lly  i l lu s t ra t iv e
of the ill fee ling  between the two groups. About one y e a r  a f te r  the

f i r s t  W o rld  Convention the B. F .  A. S . S .  reso lved  to look into the
31p ro p r ie ty  of holding a second such convention in 1842 o r  1843.

In Glasgow this proposal met with a fro s ty  reception and the committee
passed a reso lu tion  stating it was inexpedient of the B . F . A .  S .  S . to

come to any decision regard ing  another convention w ithout f i r s t
32consulting the A. A. S .  S . , something the B. F .  A. S .  S .  was

obviously not p rep ared  to do. Soon a f te rw a rd s  the G. E .  S .  decided

to postpone any consideration of such a convention until a f te r  it
33had heard from A m e r ic a ,  meaning of course the A. A. S . S . The

B . F . A .  S . S .  had meanwhile rece ived  an encouraging response from

many of the B r i t is h  anti s lave ry  societies w ith ,  as could be expected,
34the exception of the G. E .  S . M u rra y  had w r it te n  a le t te r  stating  

that he doubted the G. E .  S . w ou ld  approve such a convention and 

demanded to know exactly who the B . F . A .  S .  S . had consulted in

30 T e v io td a le ,  "G lasgow  P a r l ia m e n ta ry  Constituency" p. 82  
Wi 11 iam s , Capita lism  and S la v e r y  p. 1 52

31 B . F . A .  S .  S . P a p e rs ,  M. S .  S . B r .  Emp. S I  8. C /4 5

32 G. E .  S . Minute Book M l,  18 June 1841

33 Ib id ,  20 July 1841
34 B. F .  A . S . S . Minute Book I ,  Minute 368 , 15 Septem ber 1841
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A m e ric a  when they w e re  enquiring about another convention.

In o ther w o rd s ,  M u rra y  was asking if  the B . F .  A . S .  S . had

secured the approval of the A . A . S .  S .  before  ca ll ing  fo r  another

W o r ld  Convention. L a t e r  in the e a r ly  p a r t  of 1843 a f te r  the

inv ita t ions  had been sent fo r  the Second W o r ld  A n t i -S la v e r y

Convention, M u r ra y ,  who had enquired  about w hether o r  not women

w e re  to be a llow ed as de lega tes , w ro te  Scoble  a le t te r  which is

typical of the exchange between the two societies . He w ro te ,  "I

was at length favoured  with yours of the 20th in rep ly  to mine of the 
3617th u lt. at least the only rep ly  which it seems you can give

without a decision of the Committee upon the m atter. 11 He went

on to call the le t te r  "u n sa tis fac to ry" .  M u rra y 's  le t te r  implies

that S c o b le 's  re p ly  to his f i r s t  le t te r  was m erely  a short note

accompanied by a c i r c u la r  stating that the "D elega tes  a re  to be 
37G entlem en ". T h is  would c e r ta in ly  have been more than 

unsatis fac to ry  to the often i ra s c ib le  M u rra y  esp ec ia lly  in light of 

th e ir  e a r l i e r  d isagreem ents .

35 B . F .  A . S . S .  P a p e r s ,  M. S . S . B r .  Emp. S I 8. C 9 /3 2 ,
M u rra y  to T re d g o ld ,  9 S e p te m b e r 1841

36 M u r ra y 's  f i r s t  le t te r  stated that before  the G. E .  S .  would
approve any delegates to the forthcom ing convention they 
would I ike  to know if  the B. F .  A . S . S .  intended making al I 
the arrangem ents  as to who would speak, when, what would
be discussed and the recognition  of delegates. In sh o rt ,  was 
the B . F .  A . S .  S .  making all the arrangem ents  beforehand or  
would they be left fo r  the Convention to decide. S ee
B . F .  A . S .  S .  P a p e r s , M. S .S .  B r .  Emp. S 1 8. C 2 0 /3 0 , M u rra y  
to S c o b le ,  1 6 F e b ru a r y  1843.

37 B. F .  A . S .  S .  P a p e r s .  M. S . S .  B r .  Emp. S I 8. C 2 0 /3 3 ,  M u rra y
to S c o b le ,  24 M arch 1843. F o r  fu r th e r  examples of the te rs e  and 
often h os ti le  correspondence between the two societies  see Ib id , 
M. S . S . B r .  Emp. S I  8. C21 /1  09 ,  Smeal to S c o b le ,  14 F e b ru a ry  
1844. M. S .  S . B r .  Emp. S 1 8. C 9 /3 2 ,  M u rra y  to T re d g o ld ,  9 
S e p te m b e r  1841. M. S . S . B r .  Emp. S I 8. C 2 0 /3 6 ,  M u rra y  to 
S c o b le ,  3 June 1843. M. S . S .  B r .  Emp. S I 8. C 1 1 2 /11  8 6 ,  M u rra y  
to B . F .  A . S .  S .  Com m ittee, 6 A p ri l  1844. M. S . S . B r .  Emp. 
S 1 8 .C 2 0 / 3 4 ,  M u rra y  to S c o b le ,  31 May 1843. M. S .  S .  B r .
Emp. S I 8. C 9 /3 3 ,  R e p resen ta t ive  of T red g o ld  to M u r ra y ,  9 
Septem ber 1 8 4 1 .M . S . S .  B r .  Emp. S1 8. C 2 0 /3 0 , M u rra y  to 
S c o b le ,  16 F e b ru a r y  1843. S ee  also Resolutions And C o r r e s ­
pondence of the G. E .  S . S ince  the ArrMV&l C f" John A . Col I ins.
passim.



Due mainly to the animosity ex is tin g  between the G. E .  S .  and

the B . F .  A . S .  S . the G .E .  S . p layed very  l i t t le  ro le  in the Second

W o rld  Anti S la v e ry  Convention which met in London on 1 3 June

1843. It w ill be remembered that at the f i r s t  such convention

the G. E .  S . had appointed tw e n ty -s ix  de legates , ten of whom

attended. T h is  time the G. E .  S . only appointed s ix  delegates

Robert G raham e, Thomas G raham e, John Dennistoun, James

O sw ald , M cG regor L a i r d  and John M u rra y .  O f the s ix  only two
38attended, L a i r d ,  who was an honorary  m em ber, and M u rra y .

F o r  his p a r t  L a i r d  played an active  ro le  in the inconclusive debate

o v e r  f re e  trade  by proposing a motion which echoed the position of

the G .E .  S . exactly  and in this he was seconded by M u rra y .  H o w e v e r ,
39since the issue was f in a lly  dropped, it w a s  ra th e r  a f ru it le s s  e ffo rt .

A t this stage it must be said that since the term ination  of 

apprenticeship  in 1838 the G. E .  S . had been unable to contribute  

anything of a pos it ive  nature  to the f ight against s la v e ry .  N e v e r th e ­

less it did remain active  and in te res t  w ith in  the Socie ty  remained  

strong as evidenced by the f a i r ly  numerous attendance at the 

committee meetings. Committee meetings and correspondence,  

ho w ever, had l i t t le  effect on the public  at la rg e  and an issue or  

con troversy  was needed that would s t i r  up popular enthusiasm and 

once again place s lave ry  in front of the public  eye. It was at this  

point that a pu re ly  Scottish incident rek ind led  popular enthusiasm  

against s lavery .

In e a r ly  1843 a la rg e  segment of the Church of Scotland  

dissociated i ts e lf  from the General Assembly and formed the F r e e  

Church of Scotland . Th is  was caused by the long fe s te r in g  issue  

of patronage and the S ta te 's  in te r fe re n c e  in the in ternal a f fa irs  of

38 B . F .  A .  S .  S .  P a p e r s , M. S .  S .  B r .  Emp. S I  8. C 2 1 /1 0 8 , Smeal 
to S c o b le ,  7 June 1843. J. F .  Johnson, P roceed ings  of the 
W o rld  Anti S la v e ry  Convention (London 1844). S ee  list of 
delegates.

39 Ibid t see proceedings fo r  19 June 1843.
T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  p. 157
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the Es tab lished  Church. T h is  new church which was led by

Thomas Chalm ers included some of the most respected m in is te rs

of the country. It was the intention of those m in is te rs  to set up the

F r e e  Church along identical l ines  as the Es tab lished  Church had

been o rgan ized  with the exception of being connected with the S ta te .

F o r  this a g reat deal of money was req u ired  fo r  build ing new

churches , paying the m in is te rs  and supporting its var io u s  m iss ionary

and domestic schemes. T h is  money had to be obtained through

voluntary  contributions s ince having broke off th e ir  connection

w ith  the S ta te  the F r e e  K i r k  had to be se lf  supporting. It was

under these c ircum stances that the F r e e  Church G eneral Assembly

despatched a deputation to the U n ited  S ta tes  seeking financia l aid.

T h is  mission would have been o f no d ire c t  concern to the G. E .  S .

had not its  members v is i te d  the Southern  S ta tes  and collected a
substantial amount of money from  the s lave holding members o f  the
P r e s b y te r ia n  churches. O f o v e r  £ 3 ,9 5 0  co llected in A m erica  in

1843 -4  it is estimated that approxim ate ly  £ 3 ,0 0 0  came from  the
40S outh , much of it from C h arles ton  South C a ro lin a .  When news  

of this broke it caused an immediate fu ro re  not only in Scotland  but 

in Am eri ca as wel I . L e w i s T a p p a n , the I eader of the A. F .  A . S .  S . , 

w ro te  to S tu rge  that Thomas C halm ers ' defence of re c e iv in g  the

40 A cts  O f the F r e e  Church O f Scotland 1843 -1847  (Edinburgh 1847) 
See A b s trac t  of the P u b lic  Accounts of the F r e e  Church of 
Scotland fo r  the p e r io d  from May 18, 1843 to March 30 , 1844 
appended to the A c ts  of the A s s e m b ly ,  M D C C C X L V  27 May 1844. 
P roceed ings  of the G eneral Assembly of the F r e e  Church of 
Scotland Held in E d in b u rg h , May 1847 (Edinburgh 1847) 
pp. 2 6 5 -2 7 4 . Both the A c ts  of the F r e e  Church and the  
Proceedings of the G eneral Assembly a re  to be found in the 
New C o lle g e  L i b r a r y ,  Edinburgh under E1 2 /6 3 - 6 5 .
George S h epperso n , "T h e  F r e e  Church and A m erican  
S la v e ry "  p. 1 26.
W itn e s s , 10 June 1846
M e r r i l l ,  Against Wind and T id e  pp. 186 -7
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money, 11 is to put down what we have been attempting fo r  10 ye a rs

to build up -  It is taking sides w ith re l ig io u s  p ro fesso rs  who hold

s laves , whose consciences have been reached by a n t is la ve ry

discussions. It is adm inistering  an opiate to N o rth e rn  p ro -s la v e r y

m in is ters  who have been placed in an aw kw ard position by A n t i -
41S la v e ry  arguments and e n t r e a t ie s .11 G a rr is o n  gave the con­

tro v e rs y  w ide coverage in The L ib e r a to r .  Indeed, at the height

of the campaign in 1846 he gave it more coverage than the Mexican
42W a r  in whi ch the United  S ta tes  was then em broiled.

In Glasgow the G. E . S . immediately turned on the F r e e

Church fo r  accepting the "B lood Money". The v e ry  fact that the

K ir k  had sent a deputation to the South to so lic it  money must have

been p a r t ic u la r ly  galling to the committeemen and esp ec ia lly  to
Smeal and M u rra y . The whole idea of w ithholding fe llow ship  with
slaveholding churches had been one of the corners tones upon which

43th e ir  society had been based. F o r  an important church in the ir  

own b a il iw ic k  to pub lic ly  accept contributions from such a source  

was obviously hum iliating and in to lerab le . It was a sure  indication  

that the Soc ie ty  had fa iled  to indoctr ina te  an important sec tor of 

the local churchmen. Th is  is understandable if  not quite excusable  

when it is remembered tha t,  with few exceptions, the Estab lished  

Church up to 1843 had played almost no ro le  pub lic ly  o r  p r iv a te ly  

in the ac t iv ity  of the G. E . S . and consequently had been fa r  less  

exposed to its  propaganda than the a r e a ’ s Dissenting c le rg y .

41 Ab le  and K lin g b erg , A  S id e -L ig h t  on A n g lo -A m e rican  
Relations p . 1 97

42 M e r r i l l  , Against Wind and T id e  p. 211

43 G. E .  S . Annual Report 1835 , p. 23 ,  1836 p. 6 .
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Th e  most important fac to r  was not so much the amount of money

co llec ted , because the F r e e  Church was co llecting  money at an 
44astonishing ra te .  What p a r t ic u la r ly  d isturbed the abo lit ion is ts

was that the F r e e  Church defended its r ight to accept the money

and en ter  into fe llow ship with the p ro  s la ve ry  churches of the

South. Thomas C h a lm ers , the leader o f the F r e e  C h urch , stated

the position of the F r e e  K i r k  regard ing  pro  s la ve ry  Southern
45churches in a le t te r  to the W itness in May 1845. In essence  

the position was that w h ile  s la v e ry  as an institution was to be 

d ep lo red , there  w ere  no S c r ip tu ra l  o r  ethical grounds to w ith d raw  

from fe llow ship  w ith these churches. "Condemn the sin but love  

the s inner"  was the basis of his argument. W hile  this may have  

been a convenient position fo r  the F r e e  Church to take , it c e r ta in ly  

made l i t t le  impression among the Scott ish  abo lit ion is ts  who 

repeatedly  condemned both the sin and the s inner. The  v e ry  idea  

of p lacating  such zea lo ts  as Smeal and M u rra y  and the o ther G. E .  S .  

members with an argument such as this could hard ly  be said to have  

been enlightened. H o w ev er ,  there  is doubt w hether o r  not the 

F r e e  Church had any serious intention of jus tify ing  its  stand to 

the abo lit ion is ts . As the F r e e  K i r k  fu lly  re a l iz e d  the m ere act of 
defending the holding of fe llow ship  with slaveholding churches

44 Money was coming into the co ffe rs  of the F r e e  Church at the 
ra te  of o ve r  £1 ,000  a week and at the General Assembly of 
the F r e e  Church in 1844 it was rep o rted  that the church  
had col I ected £ 3 6 8 ,6 1  3. 14s. 8d. fo r  its buil ding fund and 
various schemes and had a balance in the bank of £ 3 3 ,1 2 9 .  6s. 5d. 
See A cts  of the General Assembly of the F r e e  Church of 
Scotland 1844, p. 55.
P roceed ings of the G eneral Assembly of the F r e e  Church of 
Scotland 1 8 4 4 , p. 244
J. M. R e id ,  K irk  and N a tio n , The S to ry  of the Reform ed  
Church of Scotland (London 1960) p. 143

45 W il l iam  Hanna, Mem oirs of the L i fe  and W r it in g s  of Thomas  
Chalm ers P . P .  L .  L .  D. (London 1852 4 v o ls . ) IV ,  5 8 2 -9 1 .
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im p lied , jus t ly  o r  un justly ,  approval of the s lave system and 

consequently the less said on its  p a r t  the be tte r .  It c e r ta in ly  had 

no intention of sending any of the money back.

The G. E .  S . in it ia ted  its MSend Back The Money11 campaign 

at a public meeting in A nderson ’s John S t r e e t  Chapel on 14 March

1844. The  meeting passed a reso lu tion  proposed by Rev. G eorge  

Je ffre y  of the United  Secession Church which called  fo r  the F r e e  

Church :
” . . . to acquit themselves as becomes C h ris t ia n s  and 
Scotsmen in reg ard  to pecuniary  contributions from  
Am erican S laveho lders ;  and in p a r t ic u la r ,  the 
contributions sent them from C harles ton  South  
C a ro lin a  and not to accept of such but to re fuse  and 
send them back to the donor, accompanied with a 
faithful and plain dealing testimony to the Am erican  
Churches against S l a v e r y . ”

The meeting also drew  up and sent to the Glasgow F r e e  Church
47P re s b y te ry  a resolution  to that e ffect. The  P re s b y te ry  rece ived

48it on A p r i l  3 rd  and immediately tabled it. T h is  is not, as it would

seem, because it d isagreed with the sentiments of the reso lu tion .
On the c o n tra ry  they ve ry  much agreed with the resolution  excluding

of course the p a r t  concerning re tu rn in g  the money. H o w e v e r ,  the
policy of the F r e e  Church was to steadfastly  refuse to act upon any

p e t it io n , memorial o r resolution  transm itted  to it by other than
49th e ir  own p re s b y te r ie s , courts or people. T h is  could not have

46

46 Proceed ings  of the G eneral Assembly of the F r e e  Church of 
Scotland May 1846. See”F r e e  Church G eneral Assembly to 
General Assembly of the P re s b y te r ia n  Church in the United  
States  of A m erica”in the proceedings of June 2 ,  1846 in 
Appendix p p .5 0 -2 .

47 G .E .  S . Minute Book M l, 14 M arch 1844

48 Scottish  Record O ff ic e ,  Glasgow F r e e  Church P re s b y te ry  
M inutes, 1843-8  C H /1 4 6 /3 4 ,  3 A p ri l  1844.

49 Proceed ings  of the G eneral Assembly of the F r e e  Church of 
Scotland May 1 847 p. 264
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j been known to the G. E .  S . and fo llow ing this pub lic  meeting the

Socie ty  sent copies of the reso lu tion  to eve ry  P re s b y te ry  and

Synod C le r k  of the F r e e  Church in Scotland and to the M oderator

of its G eneral Assembly. The M o d e ra to r ,  Rev. H enry  G re y ,

bluntly refused to lay the m atter before  the Assembly claiming that

it would come up by o v e r tu re ,  which indeed is what happened
50though in a much w atered  down form . The  o v e r tu re  p resented

by the synod of Lothian and Tw eeddale  was fe lt  by G re y  to be

attended by d if f ic u lt ie s  and, at the suggestion of Revs. Candlish

and Cunningham, it had been sent to committee w h ere  it was

v ir tu a l ly  ignored. The re p o rt  of the committee, of which Candlish

was cha irm an , bears  this out by ignoring the centra l issues of

C h r is t ia n  F e llo w sh ip  and the reception of funds. Th e  re p o r t ,

which was b r ie f  and non-com m itta l,  states :
" T h e  Committee cannot but c o n s id e r  it the duty of 
C h ris t ia n  Churches, as such, to set themselves  
against the manifold abuses of s la v e ry ,  and to aim 
decidedly at its abolition; nor can they conceive  
of C h ris t ia n  Churches giving th e ir  sanction to this  
institution without painful apprehension of the 
respo ns ib il ity  which they must in that case incur in 
re fe re n c e  to the laws which regu la te  it and the 
calam ities  which flow  from i t . f,5 l

Th is  seems to have m olified the G .E .  S . tem p o rar ily  fo r  at its

Annual Meeting in August 1844 it passed a resolution  thankful that

the F r e e  Church had d irec ted  its attention to both the question of

s lavery  and, somewhat o p t im is t ic a lly ,  the reception of money from

50 P roceed ings  of the General Assembly of the F r e e  Church of 
Scotland 1844j See  proceedings of 24 May 1844 pp. 163 -4  
G. E . S . Minute Book I I I .  25 March 1844, H enry  G rey  to 
M u rra y  and Smeal 21 May 1844.
New C o llege  L ib r a r y ,  Ed inburgh. C halm ers C o l le c t io n ,
Candlish to C h a lm ers , 10 July 1844.

51 W il I ia m  W ilson D. D . , Memorial s of R obert Smith Candl ish D. D. 
(Edinburgh 1880) p. 349
G. E . S . M inute Book I I I ,  1 July 1844, G re y  to Smeal and M u rra y ,  
21 June 1844. P roceed ings  of the General Assembly of the 
F r e e  Church of Scotland 1844, see the proceedings of 24 May 
1844 pp. 16 3 -4  fo r  the position of Candlish and Cunningham.
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slaveholding churches. Th is  attitude changed abruptly  due to a

published le t te r  from Chalm ers to the Rev. D r .  Smyth of C harles ton

South C a ro lin a  of 25 Septem ber 1844 in which he defended accepting

the money and stated :
111 do not need to assure  you how l i t t le  I sympathise with  
those who -  because s la v e ry  happens to p reva il  in the 
Southern S ta tes  of A m erica  -  would unchris t ian ise  that 
whole region; and who even c a r r y  th e ir  extravagance  
so fa r  as to a ff irm  that, so long as it subsis ts , no 
fe llow ship or interchange of good offices  should take  
place with its  churches or  its m in is te r s .1153

T h is  made it quite evident that the F r e e  Church had no intention of 
doing anything at all o r  of even taking the issue s e r io u s ly  and con­
sequently the G. E .  S . ca lled  another pub lic  meeting to m em oria lise  

the Church. The Memorial , of which 1000 copies w e re  p r in ted  and 

d is tr ibu ted  to var io u s  churches and m in is te rs ,  stated : -

"T h a t  this Socie ty  is deeply grieved  at the ind iffe rence  
with which this important subject appears to be viewed  
by the F r e e  Church and fe a rs  that re l ig io u s  Body is not 
suffic iently  impressed with the pern ic ious  effect which  
w ill  undoubtedly resu lt  to the Anti S la v e ry  cause from  
the m ere presumption in the U n ited  S ta tes  that such a 
la rge  and influential section of the C h ris t ia n  Church in 
this Country is favourab le  to s la v e ry ,  from the fact of 
th e ir  rece iv in g  Jhe a fo resa id  Contributions from Am erican  
S la v e h o ld e rs .11

T h is  meeting is esp ec ia lly  in te res ting  because of those who 

took p a r t  in it. The  main sp e akers ,  Revs. R itc h ie ,  Ingram , Bates  

and Je ffre y  w e re  all m in is ters  of denominations that had been 

attacked pub lica lly  by Chalm ers and it was now th e ir  turn to re tu rn

52 G .E .  S . Minute Book I I I ,  1 August 1844

53 Hanna, M em oirs of D r .  C halm ers IV ,  5 8 1 -2

54 G. E .  S .  Minute Book I I I ,  18 Novem ber 1844.

52
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the honour which they did with gusto. It should be stated here  that

this antagonism was not based sole ly  on d isagreem ents  o ver  s la v e ry .

Long before  the D isrup tion  in 1843 the E van g e lica ls  among the

Dissenting c le rg y  had been highly c r i t ic a l  of the E s tab lished  Church
56because of th e ir  connection w ith  the S ta te .  T h is  in va r iab ly  led to 

ill feelings between the two factions which was s til l  v e ry  much in 

evidence a f te r  the D isruption . So it was without any qualms that 

these men undertook to assail the F r e e  Church. Up until the out­

b reak  of the con troversy  th ree  of these four m in is te rs  Ingram ,

Bates and Je ffre y  had shown l i t t le  in te res t in the anti s la v e ry  move­

ment so it is reasonable  to assume that u l te r io r  motives stemming  

from e a r l ie r  q u a rre ls  and more la te ly  by Chalm ers attacks w e re  the 

basis fo r  th e ir  new found an t is la v e ry  a rdou r.
As the time fo r  the next G eneral Assembly of the F r e e  Church  

approached the G .E .  S . set about p r in t in g  up propaganda condemning  

the F r e e  Church fo r  accepting fe llow ship  w ith s laveholding churches.
In F e b ru a ry  of 1845 the Socie ty  had pr in ted  a la rg e  number of an

57address by H enry  C. W rig h t to the F r e e  Church reg ard in g  this  
58fellow ship . About a month la te r  it had p r in ted  up another c i r c u la r

55

55 R ic e ,  " T h e  Scottish  F a c to r  In Th e  F ig h t  Against A m erican  
S la v e ry "  p. 286. Glasgow A r g u s , 21 Novem ber 1844.
Both Je ffrey  and R itch ie  w e re  of the Un ited  Secession Church.  
Rev. Bates was of the Reform ed P re s b y te r ia n  Church w h ile  
Ingram was an Independent Congregational m in is ter.

56 W il I iam L aw  M ath ieson, Church and Reform  In S c o tlan d , A  
H is to ry  F ro m  1797 to 1843. (Glasgow 1916) pp. 2 7 9 -8 1 .

57 W righ t was an A m erican  a n t i -w a r  advocate w ho spent the y ea rs
between 1841 and 1847 in B r i ta in  preach ing  n o n -re s is ta n c e  and 
abolitionism . P re v io u s  to coming to B r i ta in  he had been p r o ­
minent in the an t is la ve ry  struggle  in A m erica  and had been one 
of the agents fo r  the A . A . S . S . until 1 837 when the A . A . S . S .
committee refused to r e h ire  him "because of his p e c u lia r  peace
v ie w s , and because he declined giving a pledge to confine him­
se lf  to the discussion of A bolit ion ism ". See  Ruchames, The  
L e t te r s  of W il l iam  L loyd  G a rr is o n  I I ,  xxx ,  xxx i.

58 G. E .  S . Minute Book I I I ,  10 F e b ru a ry  1845.
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of a le t te r  from W righ t to Rev. W il l ia m  Cunningham, one of the

leaders  of the F r e e  C hurch , w h ich  appeared in the Glasgow A rgu s
59and in which W rig h t attacked the stand of the F r e e  Church. Both

the attacks by the abo lit ion is ts  and the defence by the F r e e  Church

remained g en era lly  the same. The  goal now was to arouse the middle

and upper c lasses against the K ir k  and in this the campaign met with
60considerable  success. These attacks w e re  supplemented by

c r it ic is m  w ith in  the F r e e  Church. At the General Assembly of 1845

there  w e re  no less than six o v e rtu re s  against holding fe llow ship

with pro s la ve ry  churches. The most c r i t ic a l  of these was from  the

P re s b y te ry  of Glasgow which had been approved unanimously as

ea r ly  as Decem ber 4 th ,  1844. It stated :
"Tha t this P re s b y te ry  o v e r tu re  the G eneral Assembly to 
take into v e ry  serious consideration  the question of 
E c c le s ia s t ic a l  fe llow ship with those churches in A m erica  
which a re  known o r  shall be found to encourage s la v e ry  
and that due c a re  be taken to instruct deputations ( i f  any) 
who may v is i t  slaveholding s ta tes ,  to avoid such communications  
with avowed defenders of these p ra c t ic e s  as may commit our  
Church to any part ic ipa tion  in other men's sins. "61

These o v e rtu re s  had no effect on the G eneral Assembly which refused
to even take up the issue , repeating  what it had done the p rev ious  y e a r .  

F o r  the moment th e re  was l i t t le  the G. E .  S . could do though it re fused  

to let the issue die. It was at this point that the A. A . S . S . once more

involved i ts e lf  in the a f fa irs  of the G. E .  S . and Scotland.

59 Glasgow A r g u s , 24 M arch 1845. The L e t te r  was p r in te d  under  
the caption " A  M a n -S te a lin g  Church" and as can be imagined, 
was v e ry  b i t te r  and inflammatory.

60 S hepperson , " T h e  F r e e  Church and A m erican  S la v e ry "  
pp. 128, 139.

61 Glasgow F r e e  Church P re s b y te ry  Minutes 1843-8  
C H 3 /1 4 6 / 3 4 , 4  Decem ber 1844.
F r e e  Church of Scotland O v e r tu re s  May 1845. These  a re  
contained in Assembly P a p e rs  1845 at the New  C o llege  L i b r a r y ,  
Edinburgh under E l  2 /6 3 -6 5 .
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In A m e r ic a ,  w h e re  the F r e e  Church C o ntroversy  had caused 

i a g re a t  deal of excitement in abo lition is t c i r c le s ,  the A. A . S .  S.
I

decided to take the cause d ire c t ly  to the source of the problem  and

despatched two ve te ra n s  of the a n t is la v e ry  movement to jo in  W righ t

in the struggle . James N. Buffum and F r e d e r ic k  Douglass a r r iv e d

in L iv e rp o o l around the f i r s t  of Septem ber 1845 and almost

im m ediately set o ff fo r  Ire lan d  w h e r e  they spent some fo u r  months

getting involved in var ious  re form  movements such as tem perence
62and advocating the repeal of the Act of Union. In January  1846

Douglass and Buffum jo ined W rig h t in Glasgow and the G. E .  S .

a rran g e d  a speaking tour fo r  them which included P e r t h ,  Dundee,
A y r ,  G reenock , P a is le y  and e lsew here . The agitation was now at

its height and charges and counter charges w e re  thrown back and

forth  between the two factions though the abo lit ion is ts  seemed to be
63getting the be tte r  of the struggle . The G. E . S . was defin ite ly  

the main fo rc e  in th is  agitation as the Edinburgh society was by
64this time la rg e ly  inactive  and had declined to take p a rt  in the e ffo rt .

As the con troversy  raged in the p ress  the G. E . S . p re p a re d  a public  

meeting fo r  21 A p r i l  1846. The Socie ty  had invited Thompson to jo in  

the A m erican s  fo r  the meeting which was to be the f i r s t  pub lic  

meeting of the G. E .  S .  in over seventeen months. The  m eeting, 

which took p lace in the C ity  H a l l ,  as expected roundly condemned 

the F r e e  Church and was highlighted by Douglass's  speech.

Douglass, who had proven him self to be a rem arkab ly  e ffe c tive

62 S h epperson , "T h e  F r e e  Church and Am erican  S la v e ry "  
pp. 126 -7 . P h i l ip  S . F o n e r ,  The  L i fe  and W rit in g s  of 
F r e d e r ic k  D oug lass , E a r ly  Y e a rs  181 7-1849  (New Y o rk
1 950 5 vol s. ) 1, 6 2 -4 .

63 S hepperson , " T h e  F r e e  Church and Am erican S la v e r y " ,  
pp. 129, 134 -6 .  S hepperson, " F r e d e r ic k  Douglass and 
Scotland" pp. 3 1 3 -7 .  G. E .  S .  Minute Book I V ,  12 January  
1846, 20 A p r i l  1846.

64 R ic e ,  "T h e  S cottish  F a c to r  In The  F ig h t  Against A m erican  
S la v e ry "  p. 320
G. E . S . M inute B o o k , IV ,  10 A p r i l  1846
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speaker on his to u r ,  s k i l l fu l ly  re fu ted  the arguments of C halm ers  in

favour of holding fe llow ship with p ro  s la ve ry  churches. An excerp t

from his speech shows not only his a b i l i ty  as a public  speaker but it

also ra th e r  d ram atic a lly  i l lu s tra te s  the type of o ra to ry  which caused

such b itte rn ess  between the abo lit ion is ts  and the F r e e  Church and
why so much public excitement was aroused.

"N ow , what we want to do is to make s la ve ry  d is ­
respectab le . W hatever tends to make it resp e c tab le ,  
tends to e levate  the s laveh o ld er;  and w h a tever ,  th e re ­
fo r e ,  p roc la im s the resp e c tab il i ty  of the s la v e h o ld e r ,  
o r  of s iavehold ing, tends to perpetuate  the existence  
of this v i le  system. N ow , I hold one of the most d i r e c t ,  
one of the most powerful means of m aking him a 
respectab le  man, is to say that he is a C h r is t ia n :  fo r  
I hold that of all o ther men, a C h ris t ia n  is most 
entitled  to my affection and re g a rd .  W ell the F r e e  
Church is  now procla im ing  that these men -  all b lood-  
smeared as they a r e ,  with th e ir  s t r ip e s ,  gags and 
th u m b -screw s , and all the bloody p a ra p h e rn a lia  of 
slavehold ing, and who a re  depriv ing  the s lave of the 
r ight to learn  to read and word of God -  that these men 
a re  C h ris t ia n s  and ought to be in fe llow ship  as such.

R h e to r ic  such as this was guaranteed to p lease both the abo lit ion is ts

in the audience and those who cam e to hear the F r e e  Church denounced.

It would also be ce rta in  to cause the F r e e  Church apologists to re tu rn
66the insults in kind. The meeting concluded with the G. E .  S .  e x ­

tending an invitation  fo r  G a rr is o n  to v is it  B r i ta in  once more and 

jo in  in the campaign.

65 F o n e r ,  The  L i fe  and W rit in g s  of F r e d e r ic k  Douglass I ,  
178.

66 F o r  a p a r t ic u la r ly  good example see P roceed ings  of the 
G eneral Assembly of the F r e e  Church of Scotland May 
1847 p. 272
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Fo llo w in g  this A p r i l  meeting many of the members of the

G. E . S .  went to Edinburgh to o rg an ize  a public meeting in the

Rose S tre e t  V o lu n ta ry  Secession Church. T h is  was necessita ted

by the inactiv ity  and apathy of the Edinburgh Em ancipation S o c ie ty

w hich, as stated , declined to c o -o p e ra te  with the G. E .  S . against  
67the F r e e  Church. Soon a new a n t i -s la v e ry  committee was formed

in Edinburgh which held fourteen public  meetings in the Music Hall

and some of the c i ty 's  la rgest churches and which w e re  addressed
68by Thompson, W r ig h t ,  Buffum and Douglass. The ag ita t io n ,  

how ever, was not confined solely  to o ra to r ic a l  m ud-slinging. Red  

paint rep resen ting  the blood of slaves was sm eared on w a lls  and 

doorsteps with o r  without accompanying legend and the campaign 

slogan "Send Back The Money" was p las te red  all over the city . 
Douglass succeeded in cutting the slogan into the ground on

69A rth u rs  Seat despite in te rfe ren c e  from  the town constable.

All this took p lace just p r io r  to the May G eneral Assembly of 
the F r e e  Church w ith the obvious intention of p ress u r in g  that church  

into re tu rn in g  the money. If  fo r  no o ther reason than sheer se lf  

respect the F r e e  Church could hard ly  have been expected to re tu rn  

the money. Such a move would have been an open admission of guilt  

and a repudiation  of a segment of the Am erican  P re s b y te r ia n  Church  

that had generously assisted it in its hour of need. T r u e ,  the F r e e  

Church quickly became quite wealthy and could eas ily  have afforded  

to re tu rn  the money but such a step would only have been an 

unnecessary affron t to the Am erican church without contributing  in 

any way to the abolition of s lave ry .  The  only thing the General

67 Weston P a p e r s ,  M .S .  A. 9. 2. vol. 20 (1844) no. 2 5 ,  M ary  
Welsh to ? , 2 5  A p ri l  1844.
G. E . S . Annual Report 1847, p. 6.

68 G. E .  S . Annual Report 1847, p. 7.
R ic e ,  "T h e  Scottish  F a c to r  In The  F igh t Against A m erican  
S la v e ry "  p. 322.

69 G a r r is o n ,  W il l iam  L loyd  G a rr is o n  M l, 153. S h epperson , "T h e
F r e e  Church And Am erican S la v e ry "  p. 128. W il l ia m  F .  M i l le r ,
M em oria ls  of Hope P a r k ,  com prising some p a r t ic u la rs  in the l i fe
of our d ear  fa th e r ,  W il l ia m  M i l le r ,  and notices of h is more  
immediate ancestors; together with a lis t of h is engravings  
(London 1886) p. 170
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Assem bly did was to w r i te  a le t te r  to the G eneral Assembly of the

P re s b y te r ia n  Church in the Un ited  S ta tes .  The  le t te r  is ind ica tive

of the sentiments of the church tow ard the abo lit ion is ts  and the

agitation they w ere  arousing. W hile  the F r e e  Church opposed

s lavery  it re a l is e d  that all the abo lit ion is ts  clam ourings in the

United  S ta tes  had made the A m erican  church explain its  position

and this made it look as though it w e re  apologising fo r  the system.

The le t te r  went on to say "W e su ffe r  w ith you in this re s p e c t ,  and

we have not been moved, nor w ill be a llow  ourse lves  to be moved by

mere c lam our, from what we be lieve  to be S c r ip t u r a l , as well as
70b ro th e r ly  position in our re la t io n  tow ards you. 11 W h ile  th is  may 

have precluded action by the F r e e  Church fo r  1846 the ag itation  was  

nowhere near ended. No sooner had the Assembly adjourned than 

the G. E .  S . held a public meeting to condemn both the F r e e  K i r k  and 

its Assembly and once again Rev. G eorge Je ffre y  was prom inent on 

the p la tfo rm . It was he who moved congratu lations to Thompson who, 
at the height of the agitation had rece ive d  the Freedom  of the c ity  of

71Edinburgh fo r  his serv ices  to the f re e  trade  and a n t is la v e ry  movements.

The G. E .  S . now waited fo r  the a r r iv a l  of G a rr is o n  whom it

had invited at th e ir  A p r i l  meeting. In July G a rr is o n  set off with a
typical and less than se lf  dep recato ry  rem ark  "I do not go, to

f la t te r  E ngland , o r  to d isparage my native land, but to p ro tes t

against the foul deed of the F r e e  Church of Sco tland , in putting

into its t re a s u ry  the p r ic e  of blood, and giving fo r  it the r ig h t hand
72of C h ris t ian  fe llow ship  to the A m erican  s la v e h o ld e rs ;"  A f te r

70 P ro ceed in g s  of the G eneral Assembly of the F r e e  Church of
Scotland May 1847. See " F r e e  Church G eneral Assembly to 
the G enera l Assembly of the P re s b y te r ia n  Church in the 
United S ta tes  of A m erica"  in the proceedings of June 2 ,
1846, pp. 5 0 -2  in Appendix.

71 G. E .  S . Minute Book I I I ,  10 June 1846.
Glasgow A r g u s , II June 1846
Shepperson, "T h e  F r e e  Church and A m erican  S la v e ry "
p. 128.

72 G a r r is o n ,  W il l ia m  L loyd  G a rr is o n  I I I ,  155.
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spending some time in London with Thompson and W rig h t and

helping to estab lish  the s h o rt - l iv e d  Anti S la v e ry  League he made

his way up to Glasgow a f te r  having v is ited  B r is to l ,  B irm ingham ,
7 3

S h e ff ie ld ,  N ew castle  and B e rw ick . The G. E .  S . committee

rece ived  G a rr is o n  on the 21st of Septem ber, two days a f te r  h is

a r r iv a l  , and immediately a rranged  meetings fo r  him in G reen o ck ,

P a is le y ,  Ed inburgh and Dundee. On Septem ber 30th he re tu rn ed

to Glasgow fo r  a public meeting held in the C ity  H a ll .

At this stage the F r e e  Church found i ts e lf  under b i t te r

attack by two of the m ost forceful an t is la v e ry  a g i ta to rs ,  Thompson
and Douglass , its most famous A m erican  exponent G a rr is o n  and

two o ther v e ry  capable Am ericans W righ t and Buffum. Added to

this was a form idab le  a r r a y  of the D issenting  c le rg y  whose

denominations had come under attack by the F r e e  Church through
Chalm ers. Even within its own ranks there  w ere  those who rose
up to attack the church. Revs. Michael W i l l is  and James M c B e th ,
both G .E .  S . committeemen, had from  the s ta r t  attempted to get the

church to w ithdraw  from fe llow ship with Southern churches. At

the instigation of W i l l is  the G lasgow  F r e e  Church P re s b y te ry  had

no less than th ree  times made o v e rtu re s  to the General Assembly
74against this fe llow ship . Added to this when the small but vocal

F r e e  Church Anti S la v e ry  Socie ty  was formed in e a r ly  1847

W il l is  and McBeth formed the nucleus around which it worked.

Against these and o thers  the F r e e  Church brought to b ear  the not

insignificant ta lents  of Revs. Cunningham, Candlish and of course
75the ageing but s t il l  powerful f ig u re  of Thomas Chalm ers .

73 Ib id t pp. 159 -7 5

74 Glasgow F r e e  Church P re s b y te ry  Minutes 1 8 4 3 -8 ,
C H 3 /1 4 6 /3 4 ,  1 May 1844, 4 Decem ber 1844, 7 O ctober 1 846.

75 Though they opposed the abolition ists it can in no way be
said that any of these men w ere  pro  s lavery  as the 
abo lit ion is ts  attempted to make them out. In fact they all 
condemned s lavery  in some ra th e r  harsh term s. T h e ir  
q u arre l was solely  w ith the fanatic ism  of the abo lit ion is ts  
and the demands they made.
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i It must be admitted that the m ere  fact that the abo lit ion is ts  had "the  

bloody s h ir t"  on th e ir  side gave them a d istinct advantage in the 

conflic t. The  F r e e  Church was fo rced  into a position not of  

defending s lave ry  but of defending a church which defended s la v e ry .

To  the abo lit ion is ts  this implied at least t i tu la r  approval of the system  

even though the Church had repeated ly  denounced it. T h is  was a ve ry  

unenviable position fo r  any church to be put in much less one newly  

formed.

The agitation continued with the abo lit ion is ts  attack ing  the F r e e
Church as well as turn ing th e ir  f i r e  on the la te ly  instituted

E vangelica l A ll ian ce . The  A l l ia n c e ,  which was an association of

evangelical Christians of var ious  denominations both in B r i ta in  and

the Un ited  S ta te s ,  had as its purpose the strengthening of bonds
76between P ro tes tan t groups in d iffe ren t p a r ts  of the W o rld .  As

e a r ly  as A p r i l  1 846 the G. E .  S . had passed a resolution  c a l I in g  fo r
the A l l ia n c e  to exclude from membership and to re f ra in  from  inviting

any s laveholders  to th e ir  proposed meeting in August of that yea r .

To this the A ll ia n c e  had agreed mostly at the instigation of J. H .

Hinton a member of the P ro v is io n a l Committee of the A ll ia n c e .

H o w e v e r ,  at th e ir  August meeting the A ll ia n c e  had re v e rs e d  i ts e lf

on this pledge and had allowed a section of slaveholding A m erican

delegates , led by Rev. Thomas Smyth of C h ar les to n , to take p a r t  in
77th e ir  proceedings. It was because of this that the G. E .  S .  , at the 

Septem ber 30th meeting to re ce ive  G a r r is o n ,  passed a reso lu tio n  

condemning the e n t ire  Evangelica l A l l ia n c e  in almost r i tu a l is t ic  

terms. T h e  resolution  stated "Resolved that the burning rebuke  

and emphatic condemnation of the C h r is t ia n  w orld  ought to fall on 

the so ca lled  E vangelica l A ll ian ce  as a body proved treachero us

76 T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n tis la v e ry  p. 21 7 
B u r le ig h ,  A  Church H is to ry  of Scotland p . 362

77 T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n tis la v e ry  pp. 2 1 7 -8
G. E . S . Minute Book I I I ,  20 A p ri l  1846, 21 A p ri l  1846.
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to the cause of bleeding humanity and consequently re c re a n t  to
78every  p r in c ip le  of our com passionate Redeem er. 11

A f te r  a b r ie f  excursion to Ire lan d  and W ales G a rr is o n  again

re tu rned  to Scotland fo r  a few  p a r t in g  shots at the F r e e  Church. At

a la rge  public meeting in the Glasgow C ity  Hall he heard Thompson

attack W a rd la w ,  who was not p re s e n t ,  fo r  his defence of the

E vangelica l A ll ian ce . W a rd la w 's  position was that he hoped the

A ll ia n c e  would re f ra in  from  putting a ban on individual s laveh o ld ers
79w hile  strongly condemning the institu tion  of s lave ry .  Just over

s ix  ye a rs  previous to this G a rr is o n  had heaped p ra is e  on that

respected m in is te r  when he had been rece ived  in Glasgow a f te r  the
80f i r s t  W orld  Anti S la v e ry  Convention. Now he was taking p a r t  with  

the G. E .  S . in his public condemnation. F o r  the G. E .  S . it did not 

m atter so much what one had done in the past fo r  the an tis la ve ry  

crusade but what position one held at the moment. If  one did nothing  

or deviated s lightly  from its v iew s on important issues the G. E .  S .  

would not hes itate  to denounce almost any offender. In this it was 

a m ir ro rp e r fe c t  re f lec tion  of G a rr is o n .

G a rr is o n  left fo r  the U n ited  S ta tes  soon a f te r  the Glasgow  

meeting but the F r e e  Church agitation rem ained v e ry  much a live .

On the 1st of F e b ru a ry  1847 at the S o c ie ty 's  Annual M eeting , the 

speakers  once again condemned both the F r e e  Church and the 

E vangelica l A l l ia n c e ,  yet they did p ra is e  the B r i t is h  branch fo r

78 Ib id , 30 Septem ber 1846. Though nowhere n ear  as colourful
o r  emphatic the wording of this reso lu tion  bears  a s tr ik in g  
resemblance to the formal Papal r i t e  of excommunication which 
was stil l  in use at the time. H o w e v e r ,  owing to the almost 
fanatical anti romanism of the E v an g e lica ls  we must assume 
this to be pure coincidence.

79 A b le  and K lin g b erg , A  S id e -L ig h t  on A n g lo -A m erican  Relations
p . 224 n. 187
Glasgow A rg u s , 29 O cto ber 1846.
S h epperson , "T h e  F r e e  Church and Am erican  S la v e ry "  p. 139.

80 Glasgow A r g u s , 30 July 1840.
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excluding s laveho lders  from membership. T h is  was a shrew d  

though meaningless sop tossed out by the B r i t is h  A l l ia n c e  fo r  the 

simple reason that there  w ere  no longer any B r i t is h  s laveh o ld ers .

Any possib le  hope that the F r e e  Church might conceivably  

re tu rn  the money o r  b reak  off fe llow ship  with pro  s la v e ry  churches  

was dashed by the proceedings of the F r e e  Church G eneral Assembly  

of 1847. On May 29th petitions from  the Deacon's  C ourt of 

S t.  B e rn ard  s and Preston jtens w e re  read which ca lled  fo r  w ith ­

draw ing  fe llow ship  from churches a llow ing s laveho lders  membership. 

A fte r  attempting to evade the issue Candlish and Cunningham launched  

a d ia tr ib e  against not only the A b o lit io n is ts  who had been attacking

the F r e e  Church but also against the F r e e  Church Anti S la v e ry  
82S ocie ty . Regarding the abo lit ion is ts  G a r r is o n ,  Buffum, Douglass,

W r ig h t  and Thompson, Cunningham said "These  men disgusted the
C h ris t ia n  peoples of this land -  they made p e r fe c t ly  manifest th e ir

c h a ra c te rs ,  th e ir  s p ir i t  and th e ir  p r in c ip le s ;  and thereby S a tan 's
83dev ise , to a la rg e  extent fa iled  of Success. " As i f  to f in a l ly  put

an end to the e n t ire  con troversy  Cunningham made the position of

the F r e e  Church p e r fe c t ly  c le a r  in these w o rd s , "W e have said

as much, and we have spoken as strongly against s la ve ry  -  against

the sinful n a tu re ,  the degrading c h a r a c te r ,  the in ju r ious  tendency

of s la v e ry ,  -  as they could wish us to say; but we stop there

because we do not be lieve  that it  is a p r in c ip le  that the w ord of God

sanctions, that we a re  bound to d ep rive  s laveh o ld ers ,  simply as
84such of C h ris t ia n  ord inances. " T h is  was the final outburst of the 

F r e e  Church on the question of C h r is t ia n  fe llow ship  w ith slaveholding  

churches. As fa r  as the G .E .  S . was concerned it now became a dead 

issue.

81 G. E .  S . Minute Book I I I ,  1 F e b ru a ry  1847

82 P roceed ings  of the G eneral Assembly of the F r e e  Church of 
Scotland May 1847. S ee  proceedings of 29 May 1847, pp. 2 62 -7 4

83 Ib id , p. 272
84 Ib id , p. 269.
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F o r  the purpose of this thesis the net y ie ld  of the "S en d  Back

T h e  Money" campaign can be evaluated from two d iffe ren t ang les , i . e .

the effect of the campaign on the F r e e  Church and the s tru g g le 's

e ffect on the G .E .  S . It must be admitted that the campaign was an

u tte r  fa i lu r e  if goal achievement is the evaluating  standard. The

F r e e  K i r k  n e ith e r  broke fe llow ship nor re tu rned  the money which

w e re  a f te r  all the p r im e ob jective  of the ex e rc is e .  N e v e r th e ls s ,  it

did re c e iv e  a g re a t  deal of ve ry  bad pub lic ity  during the a f fa i r  and

this no doubt was c e r ta in ly  most unwelcome. No sooner had it

broken away from  the Es tab lished  Church on a m atter of p r in c ip le  than
it i ts e lf  was being attacked on a m atter of p r in c ip le .  It must also be

said that the sensationalism  of the "bloody s h ir t"  held a ce rta in

amount of appeal for those who wished to assail the church fo r

m ore p r iv a te  denominational reasons. The  Revs. B a tes , J e f f re y ,
R itc h ie  and Ingram had done just this. The campaign, h o w eve r,

must be put into another p e rsp ec tive  in its effect on the church. In
fact the campaign was of minor importance to the F r e e  Church. It

is tru e  that th ere  was a great outcry  ra ised  in the p ress  and at the
public meetings and that there  w e re  many ra th e r  b i t te r  invectives

passed between the two factions but this was h ard ly  enough to have

any fundamental influence on the church. In a l l ,  between 1844 and

1847 only eleven o v e rtu re s  on the subject w ere  made to the F r e e

Church G eneral Assembly and many of these w e re  unusually mild  
85in th e ir  term s. The Glasgow Synod, which presented  th ree  of these  

o ve rtu res  and which one might presum e to have been the most 

in te res ted  due to the zeal of McBeth and W i l l i s ,  has nothing to say 

in its re c o rd  books besides the wording of the o v e rtu re s  and the
g  g

statement that they w ere  passed unanimously. A ll to ld , the F r e e

85 P ro c eed in g s  of the G eneral Assembly of the F r e e  Church of 
Scotland 1844^7

86 Glasgow Church P re s b y te ry  Minutes 1 8 4 3 -4 8 , C H 3 /1 4 6 /3 4 ,
1 May 1844 , 4 Decem ber 1844, 7 O ctober 1846.
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Church trea ted  the e n t ire  issue as m ere ly  an em barassing and

ir r i ta t in g  nuisance ra th e r  than a m atter  of basic C h ris t ian

p r in c ip le  which the abo lit ion is ts  fe lt  it to be. The  abo lit ion is ts

may have d isturbed the mental -tranquility  of the F r e e  C h u rch ’ s
87leader D r .  C halm ers but it is highly un like ly  that this was his

m ajor concern in his last y e a rs  concerned as he was with w ork ing

fo r  the success of the F r e e  K i r k ,  vo luntary ism  and establish ing a
88national system of education. At the time the church was seeking  

to p a ra l le l  the Estab lished  Church in all aspects of ecc les ias tica l  

functions including m issionary  w o rk ,  education and church con­

struction  and this e ffo rt  took up almost all of its tim e, and in te re s t .  

Any issue which would tend to s id e tra c k  this e f fo r t  had to be and 

indeed was re legated  to the position of re la t iv e ly  minor importance.  

Consequently the s ign ificance of the "Send Back The Money"  

campaign launched by the G. E . S . had l i t t le  impact on the F r e e  

Church.

On the other hand the effect of the campaign on the G. E . S .  

was of m ajor importance. A f te r  the internal schism of the Socie ty  

in 1840-1 public  in te res t  had begun to f lag  due la rg e ly  to the lack  

of a unify ing o r  stimulating cause. Because of G a rr is o n  the c lergy  

had been alienated and fo r  this reason the G .E .  S . had lost much of 

its popular support. Coupled with this no issue of importance had 

come along to keep the spec tre  of s la v e ry  before  the public  eye. 

P u b lic ity  was of course fundamental to the e ffo rt  and w h ile  there  

was p lenty of inform ation in the p re s s  concerning the S u g ar  Duties  

and B r i t is h  India these had nothing to do with A m erican  s lave ry  

which was a f te r  all the p r im a ry  in te re s t  of the G. E .  S .  Acceptance  

of money from slaveholding A m erican  churches by an influential

87 S hepperson, "T h e  F r e e  Church and Am erican  S la v e ry "  p. 133

88 Hanna, M em oirs of the L i fe  and W rit in g s  of Thomas Chalm ers
IV ,  486 -9 6 .
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local church was another m atter and was of m ajor importance not

only to the Scottish abo lit ion is ts  but also to the e n t ire  movement on
89both sides of the A t lan t ic .  In S co tlan d , which was more thoroughly

90attuned to the an t is la v e ry  movement than the res t of B r i ta in ,  the

acceptance of such money was a ser ious  setback. Thus when the

G. S .  S . unloosed the cry  "Send Back The Money11 the response in

both the p ress  and public was most encouraging. T h is  brought new

life  to the G. E .  S . and re tu rned  to it much of the importance it had

lacked since the campaign to abolish W est Indian a p p re n tices h ip .

T h e re fo re  the "Send Back The Money" campaign was of i ts e lf

important as it rev ived  public in te res t and brought many of the

c le rg y ,  at least te m p o ra r i ly ,  back into the movement. H ow ever

important the campaign w as , the necessity  fo r  the F r e e  Church to

actually  re tu rn  the money was absolutely v ita l fo r  the fu tu re

effectiveness of the S ocie ty . So long as th e re  had been any hope
w hatsoever, the movement f lou rished . When it f in a l ly  became

evident that the F r e e  K i r k  would not re tu rn  the money o r  w ith d raw
from fe llow ship  in te res t  declined rap id ly .  Between May 1847 and

January 1851 the G. E .  S . held only s ix  committee meetings and no 
91public meetings. The e ffo rt  which had cost the Socie ty  o ve r  £ 5 0 0

89 W y a t t -B ro w n ,  L e w is  Tappan and the Evangelica l W a r  Against  
S la v e ry  pp. 31 5 - 6  George S hepperson , "Thomas C h a lm ers ,  
The F r e e  Church of Scotland and the South" Journal of 
Southern H is to ry  17, (1951) p. 520.

90 That the anti s lave ry  feeling in Scotland was more intense than 
in the res t  of B r i ta in  is confirmed not just by the fact that the 
movement fo r  w o r ld -w id e  abolition o r ig ina ted  in Edinburgh and 
Glasgow in 1833 but also by the observations of v is it in g  
abo lition is ts . S ee  Samuel Ringgold W a rd ,  Autobiography of
a F u g it ive  N egro  : H is  A n t i -S la v e r y  L ab o u rs  in the Un ited  
S ta te s ,  Canada and England (London 1855) p. 337

91 G. E .  S . M inute Book IV ,  12 May 1847 through 27 Septem ber
1850.
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had simply burnt i ts e lf  out and le ft  the G. E . S . n e a rly  £1 50 in debt. 

Between August 1845 and F e b ru a ry  1847 they had spent £ 2 2 4  on

public  meetings alone and well ove r  £ 2 6 0  on p r in tin g  and ad v ertis in g .

It might have been worth the cost i f  they had succeeded but in fact they 

fa i led  and as a resu lt  they n e a r ly  ceased to exist as a functioning  

society.

The reasons fo r  the fa i lu r e  of the "Send Back The Money"

campaign a re  not d iff icu lt  to d iscern . T h e  F r e e  Church had perhaps

unw itting ly p laced i ts e lf  into an em barrass ing  position from  which it

could not eas ily  ex trac t  its e lf  without acute em barrassm ent both to

its e lf  and to the Southern churches which had given it ra th e r  generous  
93support. Th e  abo lition is ts  had shown th e ir  usual lack of

moderation and had instantly and v ic ious ly  assailed  the church and
placed it in a position from which th e re  could be no graceful ex it .

The  only possib le  stance the F r e e  Church could take to avoid u tte r
humiliation was that of defending its actions in the hope that the
con troversy  would soon blow o ver. Th e  more v io lent the c r i t ic is m

the more in trac tab le  became the c h u rc h 's  position and consequently
e lim inated any poss ib il ity  that the money would be re tu rn e d  o r  that

the K irk  w ou ld  break  fe llow ship . P e rh a p s  the position of the F r e e
Church was best stated by Chalm ers w hen, at the height of the

agitation in 1846, he stated in a le t te r  to the L o rd  P ro v o s t of

E d inbu rg h , Adam Black :

"I would no more re fuse  to hold C h r is t ia n  communion with  
one man simply because a S la v e h o ld e r  than I would re fuse  
to hold C h r is t ia n  communion with another man simply because  
a so ld ie r .  Th is  p r in c ip le  has been acted on in the C h ris t ia n  
Church from the days of the A p o s tles ,  and fo r  more than 
1800 y e a r s ,  and I w ill not su ffe r  my convictions to be o v e r ­
bourne by a m ere novelty unheard of till w ith in  a v e ry  
recent p e r io d ,  how ever f ie rc e  o r  form idab le  the attempt 
may be to fo rc e  it upon us by the clam our of ag ita to rs  and 
demagogues -  men who under the guise of humanity and the 
love of freedom  have re ta rd e d  the abolition of s la v e ry  by 
laying the serv itude of th e ir  fan tas t ic  and i r ra t io n a l  notion

92

92 G. E . S .  Annual Report 1847, see abs trac t of the T r e a s u r e r s  
Account.

93 C halm ers P a p e r s , Thomas Smyth to C halm ers 24 May 1844.
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op what is in i ts e lf  a most r ighteous and c le a r ly  
unquestionable cause. "94

Thus the abo lit io n is ts ,  by th e ir  own enthusiasm had snuffed out any

hope of success.

Some indication of the d e te r io ra t in g  fortunes and energy of

the G. E .  S .  is i l lu s tra te d  by its reac tion  to a c i r c u la r  sent out by

the B . F .  A . S . S .  in 1848 ca lling  fo r  a conference to consider the

state of the an t is la v e ry  cause and esp ec ia lly  the in crease  in the

slave trade . The response to the B . F .  A . S .  S .  was that no member

of the S o c ie ty  would be able to attend the meeting. Smeal said he

would be in London a few days a f te r  the planned May 20th meeting  
95but not before. Th is  is in contrast to the re a c t io n  in 1840 when

the G. E .  S .  had responded to the c a l l  fo r  the W o rld  Convention

enthus ias tica lly . It is true that its response in 1843 was minimal
but this was due more to the f r ic t io n  then existing between the two

societies  ra th e r  than any lack of in te re s t.  In 1848 no one cared to
exert  the e ffo rt  o r  indeed had any real in terest in such a meeting.

It may not have been a call fo r  a W o rld  Convention as the others

had been but it would have been the next best thing. Even had it been

a W orld  Convention it is doubtful that it would have caused much of

a s t i r  in the then near dormant G. E .  S.

The  G. E .  S . involved i ts e lf  in a ve ry  m inor way with the

potato famine which swept ove r  Ire land  in the la t te r  p a r t  of the 1840's .

In Dublin  the R e l ie f  Committee of the Socie ty  of F r ie n d s  had

so lic ited  money, to help feed the s tarv ing  I r is h ,  from B a lt im ore

Md. and C harles ton  South C a ro lin a  both of which had responded

generously. T h is  money, s im ila r  to the money collected by the F r e e

C hurch , cam e from the s lavehold ing Am erican  South and as such the
96G. E . S . fe lt  it should have been re turned . T h is  may seem to have 

been an iro nhearted  if  understandable attitude fo r  the G .E .  S . to take.

94 Ib id , C halm ers  to the L o rd  P rovost of E d inbu rg h , 23 May 1846

95 G. E .  S . Minute Book IV ,  9 May 1848

96 Ib id , 6 A p r i l  1847
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T h e  F r e e  Church had taken money to build churches and finance  

various  schemes and in this case the reac tion  of the G .E .  S . was  

reasonable  at least on hum anitarian grounds. On the o ther hand 

the I r is h  peasantry  w e re  s tarv ing  to death by the tens of thousands  

w hile  W estm inster seemed to do almost nothing to help. It th e re ­

fo re  became necessary  fo r  p r iv a te  philanthropy to supplement the
97m eagre ass istance rendered  by the Government. Support from

any q u a rte r  including s laveholders  was desperate ly  needed.

N e verth e less  when w ord  reached the G. E . S .  about money obtained

from the A m erican  South in the spring  of 1847 the Socie ty  decided

to pro test and rem onstra te  with the Dublin Committee against rece iv in g

such sums. As might be expected the Dublin  Committee re fused  to

consider the p ro tes t  as it could find no suffic ient reason to re tu rn  
98the money. The incident, of i ts e lf  w holly  incidental to the h is tory  

of the G .E .  S . , neverthe less  points out some important fea tu res  of 
the S o c ie ty .  F o r  one thing the leadersh ip  was w il l in g  to judge an 

action even though they had l i t t le  understanding of the motives  

which necessita ted  it. The m ere act of rece iv in g  money from
slaveholding areas  was in and of i ts e lf  wrong and could not be

tin 99
counten^ed under any c ircum stances. T h is  position was even

more hard lined  than that held by G a rr is o n  who ju s t if ie d  the reception

97 Giovanni Costigan , A  H is to ry  of Modern Ire lan d  w ith a Sketch  
of E a r l i e r  T im es (New Y o rk  1969) pp. 179 -80 .

98 G .E .  S . Minute Book I V ,  13 A p ri l  1847, 12 May 1847.

99 T h is  position was not new but under the c ircum stances it
was somewhat more u n re a lis t ic .  E a r l i e r  in 1844 the
G. E . S . had expressed its opinion that the act alone d e te r ­
mined the m o ra l i ty  of a situation and not its underly ing  
causation. See G .E .  S . Minute Book I I I ,  18 Novem ber 1844.
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of such money fo r  famine r e l ie f .  T h is  r ig id  doctrin ism  dernahded 

that any fr ie n d ly  communication with s laveh o ld ers  was tanCamOUIkCtb 

holding p ro s la v e ry  sentiments and consequently was more se r io u s  i f  

broken than the r e l ie f  of severa l m ill ions of Irishm en. T hese  men w e re  

f a r  more in te res ted  in the l ib e r ty  o f th ree  m illion A m erican  s laves  

than they w e re  in the lives of o ve r  eight m illion I r is h  just a few  

miles away. Taken in this context the label '•hum anitarian11, when 

applied to the G. E .  S .  has a somewhat hollow r in g . The  "hum an itar ian "  

s p ir i t  seems to have been lost and rep laced  with in f lex ib le  ideology. 

F u r t h e r ,  this ideology was highly se lec t ive  in its  ob jec tive  and 

outlook. In o ther words w orld  events w e re  viewed through the 

narrow -m inded  persp ec tive  of an t is la v e ry  p r in c ip le  and th is  led  

quite n a tu ra l ly  to extrem ism . Consequently the S o c ie ty 's  reac tio n  

to the co llection  of Southern  money by the Dublin Q uakers  is simply  

a m anifestation of this extrem ism . C h a lm er 's  reac tion  to the 

ab o lit io n is t 's  attack on the F r e e  Church (pp. 191 -2 ) came s tra ig h t  

to the po in t,  i . e .  fanatic ism  under the guise of hum anitarianism  could  

do more harm than good and in any case would re ta rd  the p ro g re s s  of 

an o therw ise  p ra isew o rth y  cause. A d d it io n a lly ,  as has been pointed  

out, re l ig io n  played a v ita l ro le  in the a n t is la ve ry  movement but in 

this case the position of the G. E .  S .  was based sole ly  on a n t i ­

s la ve ry  p r in c ip le s .  The  Dublin  Q uakers  had not cared  w here  the  

money came from  fo r  the famine r e l ie f  and only w ished to help the 

s tr icken  population. Even though Q uakers  w e re  v e ry  prominent in 

the abo lit ion is t movement the r ig id  position expounded by Smeal 

through the G. E .  S . was not a position many of that sect adhered to.

T h is  position of the G. E .  S .  c le a r ly  shows the rad ica lism  of Smeal 

and his dominance o ve r  the S o c ie ty .

The  decade of the 1 8 4 0 's ,  a f te r  the in ternal d ispute fo llow ing  

the W o rld  Convention, was the last per iod  in the h is to ry  of the G. E .  S .

100 G a r r is o n ,  W ill iam  L loyd  G a rr is o n  I I I ,  155. n. 1.
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in which the Soc ie ty  was able to mount a serious e f fo rt  in the  

a n t i -s la v e ry  struggle. The e ffo rt  i ts e lf  was unsuccessful and its  

aggregate y ie ld  neg lig ib le  but it was the w o rk  of a stil l  ac t ive  

and vital o rgan iza tion . ^  The  F r e e  Church con troversy  had 

proven that th e re  was still  substantial in te res t  in the community 

in support of the anti s la v e ry  movement. Th e  G. E .  S . had shown 

that it still  had the ab il i ty  to arouse the people to bring  social 

p ress u re  to bear even against one of the two most influentia l  

churches in Scotland. In the end it had fa ile d  to ach ieve success  

and it was p a r t ly  because of this fa i lu r e  that in the fu tu re  it would  

no longer be of m ajor importance as a p re s s u re  group. It was  

becoming m ore and more evident that no m atter what the S o c ie ty  

might do it could have no effect one way o r  the o th e r  on the out­

come of the s trugg le  to abolish s la v e ry .  T h e  movement fo r  p o lit ica l  

re fo rm , which was closely tied up w ith  the causes of Tem perence  , 

social and educational re fo rm  and D isestab lishm ent, held a more  

re a l is t ic  p oss ib il ity  of success as well as d ire c t ly  effecting  the 

population. Consequently the re fo rm ing  zeal of the people was 

channeled into a re a s  which o ffe red  a tangible and v is ib le  re tu rn  

on the e ffo rt  expended. Th is  the G. E .  S . could not o ffe r .  W ith  

the exception of two ra th e r  b r ie f  per iods  when public  in te re s t  

was again aroused in the ea r ly  1850 's  and 60 's  the S o c ie ty  p layed  

only a minor ro le  in B r i ta in 's  an t is la v e ry  and re fo rm  e ffo rts .

101 Between 16 June 1841 and 27 Septem ber 1850 the S o c ie ty  
held a total of 49 committee meetings 23 of which took 
place during the F r e e  Church C o ntroversy  between 14 
March 1844 and 12 May 1847. The G. E . S . a lso held 18 
public  meetings exc lus ive  of the meetings it o rgan ized  in 
other p a r ts  of Scotland fo r  v is it in g  A m erican  abo lit ion is ts .  
See G. E .  S . Minute Books I I I ,  IV  16 June 1841 to 27 
Septem ber 1850.
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C H A P T E R  V I

The F in a l Y e a rs  of the Glasgow Em ancipation S o c ie ty  18 5 2 -1 8 7 6

If  there  was ev e r  a book which re f lec ted  the o ve ra ll
philosophy of the w orld  abolition movement that book was U n c le

Tom 's C ab in . It was the answ er to an ab o lit io n is t 's  p r a y e r .  It

was almost p erfec t .  H a r r ie t  B eecher S tow e had w r it te n  a novel
which v iv id ly  described  in the most heart  rending term s every th ing

the B r i t is h  abo lition is ts  had been preach ing  since the a n t is la v e ry

movement began in 1783. One passage, by no means a typ ica l ,
i l lu s tra te s  the inhumanity of s la v e ry ,  the dignity of the individual

n e g r o ,  and the hum anity  and C h r is t ia n i ty  of his ra c e .

"The  F e b ru a ry  morning looked gray  and d r iz z l in g  
through the windows of U ncle  Tom 's cabin. It 
looked on downcast faces , the images of mournful 
hearts . The l i t t le  table stood out before the f i r e ,  
covered with an iro n in g -c lo th ;  a coarse  but clean  
sh irt  o r  two, f resh  from the i ro n ,  hung on the back  
of a ch a ir  by the f i r e ,  and Aunt Chloe had another  
spread out before  h e r  on the table. C a re fu l ly  she 
rubbed and ironed every  fold and every  hem, with  
the most scrupulous exactness, eve ry  now and then 
ra is in g  her hand to her face  to wipe off the tea rs  
that w e re  coursing down h e r  cheeks.

Tom sat by, w ith his testament open on his knee,  
and his head leaning upon his hand; but ne ither  
spoke. It was yet e a r ly ,  and the ch ild ren  lay all 
asleep together in th e ir  l i t t le  rude trund le -bed .

Tom , who had to the full the gen tle , domestic h e a r t ,  
w hich , woe fo r  them! has been a p e c u lia r  c h a ra c te r is t ic  
of his unhappy ra c e ,  got up and walked s i len tly  to look 
at his ch ild ren .

' I t 's  the last t im e , '  he said.

H e re  was Tom the loyal almost sa in tly  se rv a n t ,  devoted husband

and fa th e r  humbly submitting to being taken from his home and

fam ily  to satis fy  the debt of his m aster. Nothing could be more

1 H a r r ie t  Beecher S tow e , U n c le  Tom 's Cabin : o r .  S lave
L i fe  in A m erica  (Edinburgh 1852) p. 59.
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calcu lated  to en list the sympathies of the B r i t is h  people who had fo r

decades been exposed to the propaganda of the abo lit ion is ts .

F i r s t  published in 1852 U n c le  Tom 's  Cabin was almost an

instantaneous success. In less than eight months it reached a

c ircu la tio n  of over one m illion in B r i ta in  alone. S h o rt ly  in all p a r ts
2

of the country it was being dram atised and set to music. T h e  book

sold all o ve r  the w o r ld  and was trans la ted  into at least tw e n ty -s ix  
3

languages. Once again s la v e ry  was back as never b e fo re ,  in fro n t  

of the public  eye. Nothing could be more beneficial to the a n t i ­

s la v e ry  cause than to have hundreds of thousands of people pouring  

o v e r  the tr ib u la t io n  of U n c le  Tom. It put fresh  l i fe  into a badly  

fa i l in g  B r i t is h  an t is la v e ry  crusade. It can’ t be said to have
rev ived  the a n t is la ve ry  societies as a whole but it c e r ta in ly  sparked

„  . 4off new in te res t  in the cause.
The effect of M rs . S to w e ’ s book on the G. E .  S . was

s ta r t l in g . S ince  the con troversy  with the F r e e  Church the Soc ie ty
had met in frequently  and with l i t t le  rea l purpose. It had contented

5
its e lf  w ith re v i l in g  the F u g it iv e  S lave  L a w  and c r i t ic iz in g  two 

new r iv a l  Glasgow an t is la ve ry  o rg an iza t io n s , the Glasgow New  

Association  fo r  the Abolit ion  of S la v e ry  and the Glasgow F e m a le  

Association  fo r  the Abolition of S la v e r y ,  both of which w e re  strong
g

in th e ir  opposition to G arriso n ism . Th e  Fem ale  Associa tion  had

2 F ra n k  J. K lin g b e rg , ’’H a r r ie t  B eecher Stow e and Socia l Reform  
in England” Am erican  H is to r ic a l  R e v ie w , vol. 43 (1 9 3 7 -3 8 )  5 4 4 -5

3 Ib id , p. 545 n. 11.
4 F o r  a discussion on the d e te r io ra t in g  fortunes of the B r i t is h

A n tis la v e ry  movement see T e m p e r le y , B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  pp. 2 2 8 -3 2
5 G. E .  S . Minute Book I V ,  6 January 1851. G. E .  S . Annual Report

1851. The F u g it iv e  S la v e  L a w ,  which was passed as p a r t  of the 
G reat Compromise of 1850, req u ired  the re tu rn  of all fug itive  
slaves to th e ir  ow ners from any o ther state including the 
’’ f r e e ” states of the N orth .

6 G a rr is o n  P a p e r s , M. S . A. 9. 2. v o l . 25 no. 5 0 , Smeal to W il l iam
W e lls  B ro w n , 12 Decem ber 1850. B. F .  A. S . S .  P a p e r s ,  M. S . S .
B r .  Emp. S I 8. C 3 6 /5 2 , Smeal to L .  A. C h am erovzow , 16 A p r i l  1853.
A  Defence of the Glasgow F em ale  Association  fo r  the Abolition
of S la v e ry  (Glasgow 1651) L e t te r  I. Pamphlet located in the 
Mitchell L i b r a r y ,  G lasgow . G. E .  S . Minute Book I V , 2 6  A p r i l  1852.
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been formed at the instigation of Rev. J. W. C. Pennington, a 

I negro abo lit ion is t rep resen ting  the New  Y o rk  V ig i la n c e  Com m ittee,  

a f te r  he had been rebuffed by the G. E .  S .  due to his chu rch 's  

a ff i l ia t io n  with s laveholding churches and his anti G a rr is o n
g

attitudes. It s ta rted  with a group of nine ladies d issa t is f ied  with the

pro  G a rr is o n  position of the "Old O rg an iza tio n "  Glasgow F em ale  Anti

S la v e ry  Soc ie ty  w hich, it w ill be re c a l le d ,  had broken off from the

orig ina l L a d ie s  A u x i l ia ry  Socie ty  which had by this time ceased to 
9

exis t. The  men's New Association  fo r  the abolition of S la v e ry  

was formed around the D issenting c le rg y  and the a rea s

moderate abo lition is ts  who had disassociated  themselves during

7

7 Weston P a p e r s , M .S .  A. 9. 2. v o l . 25 (1850 -51 )  no. 4 5 ,
A ndrew  Paton to Anne W a rre n  W eston , 15 Novem ber 1850.
Rev. D r .  J. W. C. Pennington (1809 -1870 ) was born a s lave  
in M aryland . At the age of tw en ty-one he escaped and la te r  
became a m in is ter  in the A fr ic a n  Congregational Church. He  
represented  Connecticut at the London A n t i -S la v e r y  Con­
vention in 1843 and was again in B r i ta in  at the time of the 
F u g it iv e  S la v e  Act. Due to his status as a fu g it ive  s lave  
this Act placed him in some d if f ic u lt ie s  until f r ien d s  ra ised  
suffic ient money to pay fo r  his purchase. He was then sold 
to a th ird  p a rty  who l ib e ra ted  him. H is  la te r  l i fe  was spent 
as a m in is ter in various N egro  P re s b y te r ia n  Churches. He  
is also discussed in D ixon , "T h e  A m erican  N egro  in 
Nineteenth Century  Scotland", p. 96.

8 Because of Pennington's a f f i l ia t io n  with a church that rece ived  
slaveholders  into fellowship the G. E .  S . fe lt  that they must 
disassociate  themselves from any an t is la ve ry  a c t iv ity  he would  
be involved with in Glasgow because of the position the Socie ty  
had taken regard ing  the F r e e  Church and the Evange lica l  
A llian ce . S ee  G. E . S . Minute Book IV ,  31 January 1850. It 
was at this meeting that the G. E .  S .  sent a Resolution of  
condolence to the widow of John M u rra y  who died on 26 March  
1849. See  B . F . A . S .  S .  P a p e r s .  M. S . S . B r .  Emp. S I  8. 
C 3 6 /5 2 ,  Smeal to L .  A . C ham erovzow , 16 A p r i l  1853.

9 Edinburgh U n iv e rs ity  L ib r a r y  E s t l in  P a p e rs ,  M ic ro f i lm  M 742 
Anti S la v e ry  C a u s e , passim .
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the 1841 d isruption . ^  Concern with the byzantine com plex it ies ,  

manoeuvring and f ru it le s s  b ickering  is pointless as it would only  

serve  as a re p e t i t iv e  discussion of philosophical battle  lines long 

fro zen  and by now ir re c o n c i la b le .  It was m ere ly  a symptom of 

f ru s tra t io n  common to many re form  movements faced with an in ab il i ty  

to ach ieve p rac t ica l  o r  significant resu lts .  The  publication  of 

U ncle  Tom 's Cabin awoke new in te res t in s la v e ry  and a po s s ib il i ty  

of meaningful action to fu r th e r  the abo lit ion is t e ffo rts . The  G. E .  S .  

which had met only at ra th e r  long in te rv a ls  since 1847 and had 

held only one public m e e t in g ,^  once again sprang v igorous ly  back  

into l i f e ,  i f  only b r ie f ly .

The  Scott ish  abo lit ion is ts  w ere  not slow to re a l is e  the  

potential of the mass appeal of U n c le  Tom 's C ab in . If  they could  

e ffec tive ly  channel the popular enthusiasm caused by S to w e 's  book 

there  was a reasonable  poss ib il ity  of p re s s u r in g  the Government  

into some o ve rt  action which would stim ulate the A m erican  South  

e ith e r  com m ercially  o r  economically to abolish s la v e ry .  Along these  

lines the G. E .  S . met in Committee on Novem ber 9 ,  1852 to consider  

a proposal by the F r ie n d s  of Em ancipation in Edinburgh fo r  a Penny  

O ffe r in g  from  eve ry  re a d e r  of U ncle  Tom 's Cabin and perhaps a

10 B . F . A .  S . S . P a p e r s ,  M. S . S . B r .  Emp. S 1 8 .C 3 6 /5 2 ,
Smeal to L .  A. Cham erovzow , 16 A p ri l  1853.
A  Defence of the Glasgow F em ale  Association  fo r  the 
A bolit ion  of S la v e r y , see Appendix .
S to w e , Sunny Mem ories of F o re ig n  Lands I ,  58.

11 Between May 1847 and Novem ber 1852 the G. E .  S . Committee  
met only ten times. Th e  public  meeting on 6 January 1851 
was called  to hear W ill iam  W e lls  B ro w n , a fu g it ive  s lave  
from A m erica . See  G. E .  S . Minute Book I V ,  25 August 
1847 to 9 Novem ber 1852.
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National Remonstrance against A m erican  s lave ry .  To  this the 

S o c ie ty  re a d ily  agreed and determ ined to engage the C ity  Hall fo r  

a public  meeting to spark off the d r iv e .  Subsequently a meeting  

was held on November 16 in the C ity  Hall with Smeal in the cha ir .

On a motion by Rev. W il l iam  S c o tt ,  an Independent m in is te r ,  and 

seconded by W il l iam  W e lls  B ro w n , a fug itive  slave from A m e r ic a ,  
the G. E .  S . hailed the publication of U n c le  Tom !s Cabin and since  

it fe lt  that the book would do so much good they agreed to unite
1 3w ith  the Edinburgh Socie ty  in the Penny O ffe r in g  then in p rogress .

T h e  Penny O ffe r in g  was to be set up in this manner : 1) P u b lic

meetings w ere  to be convened w h e re v e r  success was thought to be

possib le  fo r  the sole purpose of c rea tin g  in te re s t;  2) In cases

w here  public meetings w ere  inexpedient, a few zealous people
fr ie n d ly  to the cause of emancipation w e re  to take charge  and divide

the tow n o r  d is t r ic t  up and canvas appointed a re a s  so that no s tre e t
or even a single house would be missed; 3) Some w ork  to be done

congregational ly by collections on the sabbath or by the church
members so lic it in g  subscriptions. A  special c i r c u la r  on the subject

had been addressed to M in is te rs  of the Gospel of every  denomination

on the subject; 4) O w ners  and M anagers of P u b lic  W orks  could aid

by in te re s tin g  those in th e ir  employment and appointing an employee

to co llec t the O ffe r in g ; 5) Even indiv iduals could w ork at the scheme
14by going around and collecting  fo r  the O ffe r in g . The  idea was to 

collect from  every  person who had read U ncle  Tom 's Cabin a con­
tr ibu tion  of at least one penny to be sent to M rs . S tow e fo r  h er  to

1 5use as she deemed f i t  in the fight against s la v e ry .  The  meeting

12 G. E .  S . M inute Book IV ,  9 Novem ber 1852.

13 Ib id , 1 6 Novem ber 1852

14 G. E . S . Mi seel I aneous P a p e r s , U n c le  Tom ’s Penny O ffe r in g
and National Remonstrance 1 6 November 1852.

15 G. E .  S . Minute Book IV ,  1 6 November 1852.
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also agreed to jo in in a National Remonstrance with the people of 

the Un ited  S ta tes  against s lavery  as suggested by Ed inburgh. Ten  

days la te r  at a meeting of Committee a d ra ft  of the National R e ­

monstrance was read  and approved and the G. E .  S . agreed to a 

P ropos ition  by Edinburgh that it take c a re  of the West of Scotland  

in the Penny O ffe r in g . The S o c ie ty  also proposed that it would 

issue its own c i r c u la r  regard ing  the O ffe r in g . H o w e v e r ,  the 

Committee did decide to w r i te  to the Edinburgh S o c ie ty  stating that 

instead of mass s ignatures  of the Remonstrance m erely  the

signatures of the Chairm an of the var io u s  public meetings would 
1 6suffice. T h is  c le a r ly  indicates the declin ing fortunes and 

enthusiasm of the Socie ty  fo r  as it implied the compiling of a la rge  

petition was completely beyond its financial cap ab ilit ies . It is also  

ind icative  of a r e a l is t ic  attitude re g a rd in g  the e ffectiveness of 

sending over to the United  S tates  of any huge petition . It would  

be, as the Committee stated, " reg ard e d  as mere w astepaper" . No 

doubt true . The  Socie ty  r e a l is t ic a l ly  believed that publication in

the new spapers was the only way to get it in fro n t of the Am erican
k i -  17 public .

Emotion immediately began to run high reg ard in g  the Penny
O ffe r in g . The  abo lit ion is ts  w ere  on the c res t  of a huge emotional

wave and a most welcome and unexpected wave at that. In an

ed ito r ia l  in the B r i t is h  F r ie n d  Smeal claimed that "At no period

in our remembrance -  c e r ta in ly  not since the abolition of colonial

s lavery  -  has the fee ling  of the country been ra ised  to such a pitch
1 8as at the p resent moment;" T h is  does not seem to be an o v e r ­

statement and subsequent events indicate that if  anything Smeal 

was understa ting  the case.

16 Ib id , 26 Novem ber 1852.

17 Ibid.

18 B r i t is h  F r i e n d , Decem ber 1852. A lso  see G a rr is o n  P a p e r s ,
M .S .  A . 1. 2. v o l . 22 (1852 ),  H enry  Wigham to G a r r is o n ,  17 
Novem ber 1 852. W eston P a p e r s , M .S .  A. 9. 2. vol. 26 (1852) 
no. 71 , Jane Wigham to Anne W a rre n  W eston, 18 Novem ber 1852.
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The excitement over the Penny O ffe r in g  and the National

Remonstrance in the West of Scotland had up to this time been the

sole concern of the G. E .  S . w hile  the two ,,new11 organ izations

m erely  looked on from  the s ide lines . T h is  was soon rem edied

however when the Rev. W a rd la w ,  acting at the suggestion of W ill iam

Paton and through the two r iv a l  soc ie ties  issued an invitation  to M rs.
1 9Stowe to v is i t  B r i ta in  at the expense of these committees. Th is

could only have been m ortify ing to the G .E .  S . fo r  no m atter how much

enthusiasm it might drum up over the Penny O ffe r in g  an actual v is it
to Scotland by the author would d w arf  any excitement it might arouse.

It must also have been a source of some compensation to W ard law  who

could look back to the b itte rness  of 1840-1 and the personal a ttacks
20on him by the G. E .  S . in 1846. M inor compensation could be 

gleaned fo r  the G .E .  S . from the opportunity  to present the O ffe r in g  

in person to Stowe but it c e r ta in ly  must have  been i r r i ta t in g  fo r  a 

r iv a l  a n t is la v e ry  group to be hosting the hero ine  it had been working  

so hard  fo r .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  the co llection of subscrip tions fo r  the 

O ffe r in g  proceeded at an im pressive ra te . In just three  months the

19 S hepperson, " H a r r ie t  Beecher S tow e and Scotland 1852-53"  
pp. 4 3 -4 .  S to w e , Sunny M em ories of F o re ig n  Lands I ,  52. 
W ilso n , C ru s ad er  in C r in o l in e  pp. 199 -200
G a rr is o n  P a p e r s , M. S . A. 1. 2. v o l . 22 (1853) no. 31 ,
Smeal to G a r r is o n ,  4 March 1853. T h is  le t te r  also shows the 
deep concern which Smeal had over M rs . S to w e ’s attitude  
concerning G a rr is o n  and the A. A. S . S . and his hope that she 
would come out in support of the G a rr is o n ia n  abo lition is ts .

20 S ee  Ch. IV  passim and Ch. V  p. 1 86  
Glasgow A rg u s , 29 O ctober 1846
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G. E .  S .  had addressed over one thousand c i rc u la rs  and copies

of the Remonstrance to m in is te rs  of n e a r ly  eve ry  C h r is t ia n

Denomination in the C ity  and W est of Scotland. By F e b ru a r y  1853

a number of the Remonstrances had a lready  been re turned  accompanied

with O ffe r in g  rem ittances and w i th  a considerable  sum a lre a d y
21collected the d r iv e  continued. At the same time the S o c ie ty  sent 

out two hundred C i r c u la r s ,  fu rn ished  to it by the Edinburgh  

Comm ittee, to the upperc lasses stating that the Testim onial would
22soon be wound up and inviting th e ir  contributions on a la rg e  sca le .

M rs . Stowe left Boston f o r  B r i ta in  on M arch 30 , 1853

and a r r iv e d  in L iverpoo l on A p r i l  10. T h re e  days la te r  she a r r iv e d

in G lasgow  w here  she rece ived  nothing less than an o verp ow ering

reception. On h er  f i r s t  day the L o rd  P ro v o st p erso na lly  escorted
her on a tour of the c ity  and the Cathedral w here  thousands queued

23up to look at her s ignature in the v is i to rs  book. Th e  fo llow ing  

day she attended a so iree  in h e r  honour given by the two "n ew 11 
organ iza tions  in C ity  Hall attended by over two thousand members of 

the middle and upper c lasses. A t a s im ila r  function the fo llow ing  day 

she rece ived  members of the w ork ing  classes though this time the 

turnout was somewhat sm alle r .  At ne ither  so ire e  w e re  any members  

of the G. E .  S .  in evidence thus ra th e r  pointedly depicting the extent
2 i\

of the enmity then existing between the two r iv a l  anti-slavery factions.

On the 18th of A p r i l  S tow e tra v e l le d  to Edinburgh w here h e r  

reception if  anything dw arfed  that of Glasgow. H e re  the crow ds lined  

the s tree ts  as the L o rd  P ro v o s t  took h er  on a tour of the c ity .  The  

reason fo r  her t r ip  to Ed inburgh had of course been to re c e iv e  the 

Penny O ffe r in g . At a so ire e  s im ila r  to the one given in Glasgow  

but this time held by the G a rr is o n ia n  Ed inburgh L a d ie s  Em ancipation  

Socie ty  she rece ived  one thousand gold sovere igns presented  on a

21 G .E .  S . Minute Book IV ,  15 F e b ru a ry  1853.
22 Ibid.
23 W ilso n , C ru s a d e r  in C r in o l in e  p . 21 3
24 S hepperson, ’'H a r r ie t  B eecher Stowe and Scotland" pp. 4 0 -3

W ilso n , C ru s ad er  in C rin o l ine pp. 2 1 4 -5  . S to w e , Sunny
M em ories or l -o re ig n  Lands I ,  S7-60
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25 is i lv e r  s a lv e r .  T h e  contribution from  Glasgow of £ 7 9 .  9s. 2 3 d.

was second only to that of Edinburgh which collected £ 2 0 9 .  4s. 9^d.

In all co llections w e re  rece ived  from  two hundred and e igh ty -tw o

d if fe re n t  locations in va ry in g  amounts ranging from Is .  from

Middlesbrough to the much la rg e r  amounts from Edinburgh and
26Glasgow. The lis t  below covers  the m ore generous rece ip ts .

Ed inburgh £ 2 0 9 . 4. 9 id .
Glasgow 79. 9. 2*d .
Dunferml ine 31. 6. 3d.
B e rw i c k - o n - T  weed 30. - . -d .
Fal k i r k 23. -d .
Montrose 22. -d .
K irk w a l I 21. - . -d .
A rb ro a th 18. 9. -d .
P e r th 17. 12. 6d.
B rech in 17. 10. 6d.
Duns 16. 1. 7d.
Gal ashiel s 16. —. 5d.
K ilm arnock 15. 4. 6d.
Langholm 15. - . 6d.
Sunderland 14. 16. 10d.
West L inton 14. 10. -d .
Banff 14. 8. 9d.
M elrose 1 3. 13. 2d.
Le ith 12. 15. 2d.
Al loa 10. 19. 1 d.
Irv in e 10. 2. -d .

T h is  time members of the G. E .  S . w e re  present owing to the con­

spicuous p a r t  they had played in the O ffe r in g . It is in te re s tin g  to 

note Smea Ms reac tio n  to Stow e as it c le a r ly  points out what was  

foremost in his mind, regard ing  her influence and im portance in the 

movement. Smeal stated :

"On the whole Mm of opinion that H a r r ie t  S to w es ’ 

v is it  w il l  be of s e rv ic e ,  e v e n  to o u r  v iew s of Anti 

S la v e ry  p r in c ip le  and action. At Edinburgh in 

p a r t ic u la r ,  H . B. S . came out p re tty  strong about 

G a r r is o n ,  and even the p ro fe s s o r  sa id , regard ing

25 W ils o n , C ru s a d e r  in C r in o l in e  pp. 21 5 - 6
S to w e , Sunny M em ories o f F o re ig n  Lands I ,  80-1 , 8 4 -6

26 G. E .  S . Mi seel I aneous P a p e r s , see Su bscrip tions  fo r  the 
U n c le  T om ’ s Penny O ffe r in g
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Social Anti S la v e ry  sentim ent, that nothing b e tte r

would be o r  had been w rit te n  on the sub ject, than

what W. L .  G. had penned and recommended his
27w rit in g s  to be read . 11 

S m ea l's  concern with S tow e 's  a n t is la v e ry  stand was understandable  

because she was not just another v is it in g  A m erican  abo lit ion is t  

to be ignored if  h e r  ideas fa iled  to harmonise with the p a rty  line .

S tow e at this point was the A m erican  abo lition is t m ore important  

than any soc ie ty  o r  p a r t ic u la r  abo lition ist ideology. F o r  the simple  

reason that she was lion ized by society and the impact of what she 

said c a r r ie d  fa r th e r  and had much g re a te r  import than all the B r i t is h  

a n t is la v e ry  leaders  o r  soc ieties  combined. If  she had come out 
strongly against G a rr is o n  o r  condemned him it most c e r ta in ly  would 

have meant the end of the G. E .  S . as a respectab le  society which  

w ould , no doubt, cause its immediate dissolution.
A f te r  the Edinburgh so ire e  S tow e went north w h ere  she was 

presented  with an additional £ 1 8 0 .  In A b e rd e e n  she was given £ 1 2 0  

and the rem ainder came from  the a n t is la v e ry  society of Dundee. L a t e r  

she re tu rned  to Edinburgh while h e r  husband Calv in  and son, C h ar les  

stopped off in Glasgow once again to address a temperance ra l ly
28and re ce ive  an address from the students of the U n iv e rs ity  of Glasgow. 

A fte r  a b r ie f  stay in Edinburgh she t ra v e l le d  south to England w here  

she was presented  with a fu r th e r  O ffe r in g  of £1 ,800 . In all she 

collected  o v e r  ^ 2 0 , 0 0 0  in B r i ta in  from  the O ffe r in g ,  well o v e r  a 

th ird  of which came from Scotland. A ll this w a s  accomplished in 

just over seven months and gives some indication of just how w id e -

27 G a rr is o n  P a p e r s , M .S .  A. 9. 2. vol. 27 (1853) no. 37 , Smeal 
to M ary  Estl i n , 1 7 May 1853 .
B . F .  A . S .  S . P a p e r s ,  M. S . S . B r .  Emp. S 1 8 .C 3 6 /5 2 ,  Smeal 
t o L . A .  Cham erovzow , 16 A p ri l  1853.

28 G .E .  S .  M iscellaneous P a p e r s ,  U ncle  Tom 's Penny O ffe r in g  
Statem ent of Committee.
W ils o n ,  C ru s a d e r  in C r in o l in e  pp. 21 7 -8 .
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spread  and intense was the enthusiasm fo r  the book and the O ffe r in g .

T h e  money was collected and given to S tow e with no s tr ing s  attached

as to what she was to do with it though it was understood it was to

be used in the a n t is la v e ry  cause. Th e  Statem ent of Committee of
the U n c le  Tom 's Penny O ffe r in g  states :

"T h e  Committee a re  not at present in possession of 
exact information respecting  the instramental it ies  
through which M rs . S tow e has reso lved  to expend  
the "O ffe r in g "  but they have ev e r  fe lt  the utmost 
confidence that she w ill apply it in the most 
judic ious m anner, to aid the cause of the S lave;  
an opinion which M rs . S tow e 's  anti S la v e ry  p ro ­
ceedings, subsequent to h er  re tu rn  to A m erica  
has tended to g rea t ly  confirm . "29

T h is  is fu r th e r  borne out by a le t te r  accompanying a fu r th e r  donation

rem itted  to Stowe from Scotland of £ 1 5 0  in F e b ru a ry  1854. W il l iam
Duncan, s e c re ta ry  of the Penny O ffe r in g  w ro te  " T h e  Committee

confide the disposal of the sum, now rem it ted , en t ire ly  to y o u rs e lf ,
b e liev ing  you w ill  apply it in the way l ike ly  to do most good to the

30Anti S la v e ry  Cause in A m e r ic a ."  W h atever eventually  became
of the money is unknown as M rs . S tow e n ever rendered  an account
of what she  did with it. It is probab le  that she app ro pria ted  it fo r

31her own p r iv a te  use. She c e r ta in ly  had no qualms about tak ing it

and seemed to accept it as h er  just due probably  because she had

rece ived  no ro ya lt ies  from the sa les  of h e r  book owing to the lack of
32a copyright t re a ty  between B r ita in  and the Un ited  States . T h is  

attitude is re f lec te d  in a le t te r  from  h e r  to Duncan acknowledging  

rece ip t of the £ 1 5 0  he had sent along. The le t te r  m ere ly  acknow­

ledges that the money was rece ived  without rendering  even a hint
33of g ra titude  o r  thanks.

29 G. E .  S . Mi seel I aneous P a p e rs  , U ncle  Tom 's Penny O ffe r in g  
Statement of Committee. G a rr is o n  P a p e r s , M. S . A . 1. 2. 
vol. 22 (1852 ),  H enry  Wigham to G a r r is o n ,  17 Novem ber 1852.

30 G .E .  S . Miscel I aneous Pape rs ,  W il l iam  Duncan to H . B. S tow e ,
8 F e b ru a ry  1854.

31 W ilso n , C ru s a d e r  in C r in o l in e  p. 225
32 Ib id , pp. 2 2 5 -6
33 G. E .  S . M iscellaneous P a p e rs ,  H. B , S tow e to W il l ia m  Duncan,

1 6 March 1 854.



The Penny O ffe r in g  was a much needed if  b r ie f  w indfall fo r  

the G. E .  S . as an organ iza tion . T h e  p u b lic 's  attention was once  

again tuned in to the problem  of s la v e ry  if not exactly  the a n t i ­

s lavery  cause. Th e  cause how ever could not help but benefit from  

th is  resurgence  of in te res t  as indicated by the renewed a c t iv ity

of the G. E .  S . in late 1852 and 1853. D u ring  this per iod  the
3 4

S ocie ty  met a total of seven tim es, and w h ile  it must be admitted

that this cannot be compared with e a r l i e r  per iods  of excitem ent in

the 30 's  and 40 's  it neverthe less  i l lu s tra te s  the effect of U n c ie

Tom 's Cabin on the movement. H o w e v e r ,  this renewal of in te re s t

was only achieved at the s a c r i f ic e  of the assumptions of men l ike

Smeal and the now deceased M u rra y  that the N egro  was in all ways

the equal of the whites. It was th e ir  contention that it was the
institution of s lave ry  i ts e lf  that inhib ited the black from reach ing

35his full potential and not any inate c h a ra c te r is t ic  of h is  race .
Stowe had re in v ig o ra ted  B r i t is h  abolitionism  and made it fash ion­
able once more due to h e r  tremendous reception and h er  f r a t e r ­

nisation with the upper c rust of B r i t is h  society. Throughout her  

tour she had been rece ived  and ido lized  by such notables as L o rd  

and Lady G ainsborough, S i r  W il l iam  H am ilton , C h a r le s  D icke n s ,

the Duke and Duchess of S u th e rlan d , L o rd  R u s s e l l , and innum er-  
36able o thers . H o w e v e r ,  since she had now made abolitionism

fashionable it was the brand of abolitionism  as expounded by
37H a r r ie t  B eecher Stow e a la U n c le  Tom 's Cabin. It cannot be 

said that the black in the "Cabin" is the social and biological equal

34 G. E .  S . M inute Book IV ,  9 Novem ber 1852 to 20 Decem ber 1853.

35 R ic e ,  "T h e  Scott ish  F a c to r  In The F ig h t Against A m erican  
S la v e ry "  p. 518

36 S to w e , Sunny Mem ories of F o re ig n  Lands I ,  172 , 174 ,
2 5 8 -6 7 ,  3 01 -1 3 .

37 F i l l e r ,  C rusade Against S la v e ry  pp. 2 08 -1 0

207



of the w hite  and th is  is p re c is e ly  what the members of the G. E .  S .

had been preach ing  since th e ir  e a r l ie s t  days. At almost e v e ry

public meeting this point had been d r iven  home in term inab ly  by

speaker a f te r  speaker. L ik e w is e  one of the novel’ s main

c h a ra c te rs ,  the fug itive  s lave G eorge H a r r i s ,  is gripped w ith  a
38d e s ire  to re tu rn  to A f r ic a  which he fe lt  was his rea l home.

T h is ,  of co u rse , implied approval of the co lonization scheme which

had, since the v is it  of G a rr is o n  in 1833 been a bogey to B r i t is h

abo lit ion is ts  (S ee  Chapter I I I  pp. 74 ). It was now Stowe who

was the perso n if ica t ion  of abolitionism  and in o rd e r  to re ta in

re s p e c ta b il i ty  soc ieties  such as the G. E .  S . w e re  forced  to accept
o r  at least to le ra te  her stand. She had taken the movement out

of the churches and public meeting ha lls  and placed it in the draw ing
rooms of the upper c lasses. T h is  was p re c is e ly  what the G .E .  S .

had been try in g  to avoid by its  numerous public meetings and
petitions. Any success it had been able  to achieve had been
through popular support on the p a r t  of the middle c lasses. N o w ,

how ever, the Soc ie ty  was in effect left high and d ry . The  w ork ing

c lasse s , who had always been outside the movement and had never

lent it any rea l support, w e re  fu r th e r  a lienated by this new shift 
39in the movement. A ll this is ra th e r  d ram atic a lly  i l lu s tra te d  by 

the almost immediate drop off in ac t iv ity  of the G. E . S . a f te r  the 

conclusion of the Penny O ffer in g .

S to w e 's  re tu rn  to A m erica  and the term ination  of the Penny  

O ffe r in g  le ft  a void in the movement in Glasgow. W ith no p a r t ic u la r  

program m e o r  con troversy  the Committee now began meeting only fo r  

spec if ic  reasons such as to greet a v is it in g  Am erican abo lition ist o r

38 S to w e , U ncle  Tom ’ s Cabin pp. 2 7 1 -3

39 R ic e ,  "T h e  Scottish  F a c to r  In Th e  F ig h t Against Am erican  
S Ia v e ry "  p . 494.
T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  pp. 2 2 5 -6

208



in response to a request by the B. F .  A . S . S . fo r  p a r t ic u la r  action.

In Septem ber 1853 the Committee met to re ce ive  James M i l le r

M cKIm , of P h ila d e lp h ia ,  and one of the founders of A m erican

abo lition ism , and agreed to hold a pub lic  meeting fo r  him to talk
40on the h is to ry  and present state of the A m erican  movement. In 

Decem ber 1853 the Committee again met to d raw  up a memorial to 

the newly formed M anchester Anti S la v e ry  Union as to th e ir  

sentiments concerning such an organ iza tion . T h is  unsolic ited  

document is in te res tin g  fo r  a number of reasons. Th e  p r im a ry  one 

is that the advice the G. E .  S . gives to the Union states . . that 

the ground occupied by the Union be so b ro ad , c le a r ,  and un­
m istakable that its fu tu re  operation shall not be impeded by any

of the causes of l im ita t ion , of d issension, and d is tra c t io n ,  of which
41we have a lread y  had experience. '* T h is  c le a r ly  indicates that the 

Society  was fu lly  aw are  of the harm caused to its  o rgan iza t ion  by its  

incessant b icker in g  both in te rn a lly  and with the B . F .  A. S .  S .  T h is  

however did not stop it from going on to c r i t ic iz e  the B. F .  A . S .  S .  

as having lost the confidence of the abo lit ion is t movement. The  

G. E . S .  had s til l  not fo rg iven  the London group nor forgotten  th e ir  

past d iffe ren c es . F in a l ly  the Socie ty  went on to recommend that

40 W y a t t -B ro w n ,  L e w is  Tappan and the Evangelica l W a r  Against  
S la v e ry  p . 310.
G. E .  S . Minute Book IV ,  1 Septem ber 1853, 5 Septem ber 1853. 
A pparently  the public  meeting was held though there  seems to 
be no account of it e i th e r  in the Minute Book o r  in the con­
tem porary new spapers. T h is  is unusual fo r  the public  
meetings of the G. E .  S . w e re  gen era lly  well rep o rted  in 
the l ib e ra l p ress  of the day and the Minutes of 5 Septem ber  
1853 spe c if ica l ly  mention that accounts w e re  to be found in 
the new spapers. The  complete lack of coverage  leads one 
to be lieve  that the meeting was of so l i t t le  consequence that 
the new spapers deemed it unworthy of coverage.

41 G. E .  S . M iscellaneous P a p e r s , A ddress  to the M anchester  
Anti S la v e ry  Union.
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the Union re ta in  its  independence from  the B. F .  A .  S . S .  thus

r e - i t e r a t in g  th e ir  own determ ination  to re ta in  th e ir  independence

even at the expense of national unity.

F o r  n e a rly  one y e a r  there  w e re  no meetings of the G. E .  S .

F in a l ly ,  in Novem ber 1854 the Committee met to consider a c i r c u la r

by the B . F . A .  S . S .  ca ll ing  fo r  a conference of the f r ien d s  of

abolitionism  to meet in London on the 29th and 30th of Novem ber.

T o  this the Socie ty  read ily  agreed adding that it ea rn es tly  hoped

that the forthcoming conference would avoid anything l ike  a

sec ta rian  fee ling  o r  jea lousy. As delegates to the con ference ,

they appointed Thompson, Thomas G raham e, Rev. J e ffre y  and John
N ic h o l,  P ro fe s s o r  of Astronomy at the U n iv e rs ity  of G lasgow. None

42of these de legates , except fo r  Thompson, was able to attend.
43S ix  months la te r  in A p ri l  1855 the S o c ie ty  rece ived  P a r k e r  P i l ls b u r y ,

a fanatica l A m erican  G a rr is o n ia n  who was touring B r i ta in  preach ing
against the B. F .  A . S . S . At this stage it should be added that the

B. F .  A . S . S . was now under the leadersh ip  of a new s e c re ta ry  Lou is

A. Cham erovzow who had been w ork ing  hard  fo r  a reco n c il ia t io n

between the contending factions in the abo lit ion is t movement with some
44m easure of success. It is ind icative  of the ill fee ling  which the

42 B . F . A .  S . S . P a p e rs ,  M. S . S . B r .  Emp. S I  8. C 3 6 /5 6 .
G. E . S . M inute Book IV ,  15 Novem ber 1854, 4 A p r i l  1855.

43 P a r k e r  P i l ls b u ry  seemed to have much in common with John
C o ll ins  as reg ard s  to fanatical a n t is la v e ry  ze a l.  Even so 
radical an abo lition is t as Wendell P h i l l ip s  regarded  him as 
a fanatic . He f i r s t  became known in the a n t is la v e ry  move­
ment when as a young theology student he spec ia lized  in the 
ra th e r  spectacu lar  action of barging into church se rv ice s  and 
demanding to be heard  from  the pews. S ee  N y e ,  W il I iam  
L loyd  G a rr is o n  and the Hum anitarian  R e fo rm ers  pp. 7 8 -9
and T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  p. 244.

44 G. E .  S .  M inute Book IV ,  4 A p r i l  1855. It was at this meeting
that the s e c re ta r ie s  asked P i l ls b u ry  to address what they 
termed a moderate sized public meeting in the M erchants Hall 
on 10 A p ri l  1855. F o r  a discussion of the w ork  Chamerovzow  
was doing to attempt to bring  about a reco n c il ia t io n  between 
the contending factions of the a n t is la v e ry  movement, see 
T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n tis la v e ry  pp. 2 4 2 -4
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S o cie ty  s t il l  re ta ined  toward London at th is time that the G. E .  S .

a rranged  fo r  a public  meeting fo r  P i l ls b u ry  to vent h is  w ra th  against

the B. F .  A . S . S .  In fa c t  P i 11 sbury said nothing p a r t ic u la r ly  s ta r t  I ing

o r  re v e a lin g  to the few who turned up at the meeting but m ere ly  went

over  the oft covered grounds concerning the contending abo lit ion is t

factions. To  the public the subject held no in te res t  and they stayed

away in droves. Th e  excuse o ffe red  fo r  th is  slim attendance was
45inclement w eather though simple apathy comes n e a re r  the tru th .

Between 10 A p r i l  1855 and 10 March 1859 the G. E .  S . met only

one time in response to a c i r c u la r  by the Rev. E d w ard  M atthews of
A m erica  and represen ting  the F r e e  Baptist M iss ion ary  S o c ie ty . The

C ir c u la r  requested the Socie ty  to m em oria lise  the forthcom ing

August 1 , 1857 Conference of the W esleyan Methodists not to re c e iv e

Rev. Bishop Simpson and Rev. D r .  M cClin tock as delegates as they

represented  slaveholding churches. T h is  was agreed to and an
address was drawn up and sent to the Rev. R obert Young, pres iden t

46of the conference. 1859 was a y e a r  of re la t iv e  ac t iv ity  compared

to the recent past as the Committee met four times. Th e  f i r s t  such

meeting was held to petition P a r l ia m e n t against the New  Jam aica

Immigration B il l  which was duly fo rw ard ed  to the two local M .P .  's
Robert D a lg lish  and W a lte r  Buchanan, a member of the G. E .  S .

since 1837. It was also at this meeting that it was reso lved  to ask

P ro fe s s o r  Nichol to accept the P res id e n cy  of the Soc ie ty  which

had been vacant since the death of R obert G raham e in 1851. N ic h o l,

who had been v e ry  active  in the a f fa irs  of the S o c ie ty ,  such as they w ere
47in the 18 5 0 's ,  gladly accepted. Unfortunate ly  his p res iden cy  lasted  

less than seven months as he was dead before  O ctober.

45 G. E .  S .  Minute Book IV ,  10 A p ri l  1855 
Glasgow E x a m in e r , 14 A p r i l  1855

46 G .E .  S . M inute Book IV ,  27 July 1857.
G. E . S .  Mi seel I aneous P a p e r s , "Memorial of the G. E . S .  to the
Members of the W esleyan Body in Conference Assembled on
B ehalf  of the Anti S la v e ry  Cause, 28 July 1857. "

47 G. E .  S . Minute Book IV ,  10 March 1859. G. E .  S . Mi seel I aneous
P a p e r s ,  Nichol to G. E .  S . Committee, 15 M arch 1859.
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; On 10 August 1859 the Committee met to re c e iv e  W il l ia m

Robson of W arr in g to n  who had just re tu rned  from a tr ip  to the

U n ited  S ta tes . A f te r  giving an account of the an t is la v e ry  movement

Robson somewhat understated the case when he expressed his

conviction that the time might come fo r  more energ e tic  action on

the p a r t  of abo lition is ts  in B r i ta in  in o rd e r  to help th e ir  c o u n te r -  
48p a rts  in A m erica . The abolition movement at least in Glasgow

had n e a r ly  ceased to exist. N e v e r th e le s s  Robson's w ords w e re

prophetic  fo r .th e  Am erican C iv il  W a r  was less than two y e a rs  away

and it eventually  would become n ecessary  fo r  the B r i t is h  abo lit ion is ts

to help out th e ir  A m erican  Counterparts .

In e a r ly  1843 the G a rr is o n  faction  in the Un ited  S ta tes  had

been openly condemning the Un ited  S ta tes  Constitution and ca ll in g

fo r  the d issolution of the A m erican  Union. To put it in th e ir  own

words "T h at the compact which ex is ts  between the N orth  and the

South is 'a covenant with death and an agreement with he ll '  -
involving both p a r t ie s  in a trocious c r im in a l i ty ;  and should be

49immediately annulled. " The fo llow ing  y e a r  the A. A. S . S . at its  

annual meeting adopted the slogan "No Union W ith S la v e h o ld e rs "
50which was to be its ra l ly in g  c ry  up until the time of the C iv il  W a r .

It is almost superfluous to say that th is c ry  was almost immediately

taken up by the G. E .  S . and repeated both in public meetings and
51in its  correspondence until 1861. H o w e v e r ,  events in the

48 G. E .  S . M inute Book IV ,  10 August 1859

49 The  L ib e r a t o r ,  3 F e b ru a ry  1843. T h is  has been quoted from
M e r r i l l ,  Against Wind And T id e  p. 205

50 N e lso n , Documents of Upheaval T h e  L ib e r a to r  31 May 1844,
pp. 2 0 2 -5 .

51 G. E . S . Minute Book I I I ,  2 August 1844, 1 August 1845, I V ,
6 January 1 851. G a rr is o n  P a p e r s , M .S .  A. 9. 2. vol. 24 no. 9 ,  
Smeal to M a r ia  Chapman, 21 M arch 1848.
Glasgow D a ily  H e ra ld ,  29 F e b ru a ry  1860 
Glasgow E x a m in e r , 7 A p r i l  1860.
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G a rr is o n ia n  faction  in A m erica  had not been tranquil and the one

time staunch G a rr is o n ia n  F r e d e r ic k  Douglass, who had made such

a good impression in Scotland during the F r e e  Church C o n tro v e rs y ,
52

had sp lit  with G arr is o n  ove r  this issue. T h is  was of l i t t le

immediate concern to the G. E .  S . except that it put it in opposition

to Douglass, a man they had fo rm e r ly  l ion ized. T h is  was of no real
importance in any event fo r  the G. E .  S . was mostly inactive  and

the con troversy  was centred in A m erica . H o w e v e r ,  a f te r  John

B row n 's  ra id  on H a rp e rs  F e r r y  in 1859 Douglass had f led  from  his

home in R ochester N . Y .  to Canada fe a r in g  he might be accused of

conspiring  in the ra id .  F rom  Canada he sa iled  to B r i ta in  fo r  a f iv e
month tour lecturing  on the ra id  and his in te rp re ta t io n  of the 

53Constitution. It was under these circum stances that the G. E .  S .  

called a public  meeting on F e b ru a ry  27 and again on M arch 8 1860 

to hear Thompson denounce Douglass and claim that the e n t ire  f ra m e ­
w ork set up by the Constitution supported the upheld s la v e ry .  T h is  

a tta ck , motivated no doubt by Thompson's devotion to G a r r is o n ,  was  

wholly unnecessary fo r  the con troversy  was pu re ly  academic and 

indeed of l i t t le  consequence to the B r i t is h  anti s la ve ry  movement.

It also seems as though Thompson gave a ra th e r  poor perfo rm ance  

owing to his ill health. In re fe re n c e  to the meeting of 27 F e b ru a ry

52 F o n e r ,  Th e  L i fe  And W r it in g s  of F r e d e r ic k  Douglass I I ,  
5 2 -7 .  A l is ta i r  Cameron G ra n t ,  "G eorge  Combe And H is  
C ir c le :  W ith P a r t ic u la r  R e ference  To  H is  R e la tions W ith  
T h e  Un ited  S ta tes  of A m erica"  (P h .D .  Thes is  U n iv e rs ity  
of Edinburgh 1960). See  Appendix p. 288

53 F o n e r ,  The  L i fe  And W r it in g s  O f F r e d e r ic k  Douglass I I ,  
9 0 -5 .
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1860 T h e  Glasgow E xam in er stated :

’•The George Thompson of those days ( r e fe r r in g  to the  
height of the an t is la v e ry  campaign) so fa r  as o ra to r ic a l  
pow er is concerned was s c a rc e ly  the G eorge Thompson 
of these days. T im e  and troub le  and toil have all been 
dealing with him, and not v e ry  gently e ith e r  as we should 
suppose from his personal appearance and vocal pow er.
He is but a shade of what he was. He is com parative ly  
shrunk and emaciated; his f ra m e  has lost much of its  
f le x ib i l i t y ,  and his vo ice has no longer that depth and 
fu llness and resonate  pow er which told with such an 
overpow ering  effect in his younger days. "54

T h is  was unfortunate at least fo r  Thompson as Douglass was at

the height of his o ra to r ic a l  power and rep lie d  a month la te r  s k i l l fu l ly

and log ica lly  and with none of the b i t te r  invectives that had so
55ch a ra c te r ise d  Thompson's speech. Th e  public  had now heard

both sides of the debate but Thompson insisted on making a rep ly
to D o ug lass 's  rep ly  and the G. E .  S .  du tifu lly  held another pub lic

meeting in the C ity  Hall on A p ri l  5th. T h is  was more than the
public could stand esp ec ia lly  since Thompson had made such a poor
perform ance in his e a r l ie r  speech. Thompson again made a ve ry
inadequate speech f i l le d  with d ry  facts  read  in an undertone. In

any case it made l i t t le  d iffe ren c e  as few  people turned up to hear  
56him. The G. E .  S . was simply deluding i ts e lf  when it p roc la im ed

"T h e  re fu ta tion  given of the charges that F .  Douglass had brought
57against the L e c tu r e r ,  was at once ab le ,  lucid and triumphant. "

T h e  point of all this is to show to what extent the G. E .  S . had gone 

in the support of G a rr is o n  in this policy of "No Union With S la v e ­

ho ld ers" . The  G. E .  S . was committed, i r re v o c a b ly  it would seem,  

to this po licy . It had no idea that it would soon have to 'c la r i f y '  

this stand somewhat and come out in full support of the Union.

54 Glasgow E x a m in e r , 3 M arch 1860

55 "T h e  Constitution of the Un ited  S ta tes  : Is it P r o - S la v e r y  o r  
A n t i -S la v e r y "  in F o n e r ,  Th e  L i fe  And W r it in g s  O f F r e d e r ic k  
Douglass I I , 4 6 7 -8 0 .

56 Glasgow E x a m in e r ,  7 A p r i l  1860

57 G. E .  S . Minute Book IV ,  5 A p r i l  1860
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The f i r in g  on F o r t  £ v j ( f ) te r  and the advent of the A m erican

C iv il  W a r  in 1861 resu lted  in an u t te r ly  unexpected change in po licy

by G a rr is o n  and his faction o f abo lit ion is ts . F ro m  being strong if not

rab id  d isunionists they changed with almost unbelievable ra p id ity

to staunch supporte rs  of the Union. T h is  came as somewhat of a

rude shock to the members of the G. E .  S . as its last th ree  public

meetings had been ca lled  to hear Thompson denounce the Union. In

response the Soc ie ty  tem p o ra r ily  adopted a policy of watchful

waiting until it could see w hether o r  not the F e d e ra l  Government
58 *would take up a defin ite  a n t is la v e ry  position . At a committee

meeting in O cto ber 1861 the G. E .  S . reso lved  to delay sending an
address to the Am erican abo lit ion is ts  ". . . on account of f r ie n d s  of

the Abolit ion  Cause in A m erica  having, to some exten t,  imbibed the

popular s p ir i t  in favour of the C iv i l  W a r ,  now waging in that
country , and until it be manifest how the Un ited  S ta tes  Government

may act in re fe re n c e  to G enera l F re m o n t 's  proclam ation of l ib e r ty  
59to the S lave s . " Th e  Soc ie ty  held to this policy  of watchful

w aiting  fo r  eighteen months. In A p r i l  1863 George Thompson
returned  to Glasgow and the G. E .  S . held a public meeting. Thompson

had from the s ta r t  supported G a r r is o n 's  about face on the Union

issue and the G. E .  S . now somewhat re lu c tan tly  fo llow ed his lead.

At the public meeting a motion was passed express ing  good w il l  to the

people of the F r e e  S ta tes  and a renewal of sympathy with them in
60th e ir  e ffo rts  to win the w ar . T h is  rem arkab le  about face  can only be

58 Thom as, T h e  L ib e r a to r  W il l ia m  L lo yd  G a rr is o n ;  A  B iography  
p. 412. M e r r i l l ,  Against W ind And T id e  pp. 27 6 -8
R obert B o ts fo rd , "Scotland  And Th e  A m erican  C iv il  W a r"
(P h .D .  T h e s is ,  U n iv e rs ity  of Edinburgh 1 955 2 vol s. )1, 4 7 2 ,
II pp. 551 , 5 5 4 -5 .
G. E .  S . Minute Book I V ,  27 F e b ru a ry  1860, 8 M arch 1860,
5 A p r i l  1860.

59 G. E .  S . M inute Book I V ,  7 O ctober 1861

60 Ib id , 28 A p r i l  1863.
B o ts fo rd , "Scotland  And The  A m erican  C iv il  W a r"  I I ,  556.
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explained in term s of the state of the S o c ie ty  at the time. T h e  

Socie ty  was to all intents and purposes almost dead. Its undeviating  

support of G arr is o n  and Thompson had v i r tu a l ly  left it w ithout a 

policy  of its  own in re la t io n  to A m erica .  Thus when its two le a d e rs  

re v e rs e d  th e ir  stand the Soc ie ty  was put into the position of e i th e r  

complying with the new policy o r  repudiating  it .  Repudiation of the  

policy  of course meant repudiation of Thompson and G a rr is o n .  

Because of its  long and intim ate association w ith  these two men 

such a move was obviously impossible thus its acceptance of the 

new position.

D uring  the period  when the S o c ie ty  was patiently  watching

the events in A m erica  to determ ine its  own course they had not

been e n t ire ly  inactive. A f te r  the T re n t  A f fa i r  the G. E . S .  had taken

the lead in Scotland fo r  promoting peace with A m erica . On 12
Decem ber 1861 it o rgan ized  a public  meeting in the C ity  Hall to

rem onstra te  with theGovernment to rem ain at peace with the U n ited  
61S tates . The Governm ent's  d ec la ra t io n  of n e u tra l ity  between the

two b e ll ig e re n ts  and its subsequent hot indignation of the action of

Capt. W ilkes  of the San Jacinto toward its now neutral shipping
02

had led to the poss ib il ity  of w a r  between the two countr ies .

W estm in s te r 's  indignation was countered about this time by the

ra th e r  poignant blast from J. Randolf C lay ex -U n ite d  S ta tes

C harge d 'A f fa ire s  in S t.  P e te rs b u rg  and V ienna when he stated

in a le t te r  to the T im es :

" I t  is  novel to see the B r i t is h  Government appear as 
the staunch advocate of neutral r igh ts  a f te r  so many 
y e a rs  of c o n tra ry  policy; and it w ill be equally inconsistent  
a f te r  so many y e a rs  of c rus ing  and so g reat amount of 
t re a s u re  being spent in the suppression o f the s lave  trade  
to see the standard of S t. G eorge wave side by side with  
the Pa lm etto  f lag  fo r  the p ro tection  and encouragement of 
this dem ora liz ing  institution. "63

61 Ib id , I ,  469. G. E .  S . Minute Book IV ,  12 Decem ber 1861

62 S i r  L le w e lly n  W oodw ard , Th e  Age O f Reform  181 5-1870  
(O xford  1962) p. 308.

63 Quoted in the Glasgow D a ily  H e ra ld ,  13 Decem ber 1861.
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T h e  shoe f i t te d ,  a bit t ightly p erh ap s , but it did f it .  B r i ta in  on the

other hand could and did point out the fact that the United  S ta te s  had

alw ays jea lous ly  guarded the liwiolakiftty of its own neutral shipping

and had once even gone to w a r  with B r i ta in  o ve r  the issue. T h is

shoe also f it ted . Th e  rancour between the Un ited  S ta tes  and the

B r i t is h  Government over the la t te r 's  n e u tra l ity  built up esp ec ia lly

over the blind eye B r i ta in  had turned to the build ing of w a r  ships
64on her ports  that w e re  intended fo r  the Southern  S ta tes . T h is  

a re a  has been w ide ly  covered before  by h is to r ian s . S u ff ic e  to say

64 B o lt ,  The  A n t i -S la v e r y  Movement And R e co n s tru c t io n , p. 2 7 -8  
Between 1861 and 1865 no w arsh ips  w ere  built on the C lyde  
sp e c if ica l ly  fo r  the Southern S ta tes . Of the f iv e  w arsh ip s  
which w e re  built on the C lyde fo r  fo re ign  countr ies  in these  
y e a r s , th r e e  w ere  fo r  T u rk e y  and two fo r  Denm ark. S ee  
Transac tion s  of the Institution of E n g in e ers  and S h ip b u ild e rs  
in Scotland ( In c o rp o ra te d ) , F i f ty -S e c o n d  S e ss io n , 1 9 0 8 -
1 909 (Glasgow 1 909 104 vol s. ) I 11 Appendix I I , p. 29.
Undoubtedly Smeal and the G .E .  S . would have sounded the 
tocsin both immediately and loudly if  it w ere  known that 
attempts w e re  being made even in d ire c t ly ,  to supply ves se ls  
to 'the South. The  absence of any such pro tes t  on the p a r t  
of such sensit ive  local abo lit ion is ts  at this per iod  in the 
w ar dem onstrates c le a r ly  th e ir  unawareness (and the 
weakened state of the Socie ty  at this time) because ships  
which could be converted into Blockade runners  in fac t did 
o rig in a te  from the C lyde. They only reached this p o s it io n ,  
how ever, in d ire c t ly  a f te r  f i r s t  having been sold to B r i t i s h -  
based custom ers in bona-f ide  transactions. T h e  c ircu ito u s  
nature  of these dealings c le a r ly  hid this in d irec t  l ink  from  
even watchful members of the public  l ike  Smeal at th is  time. 
F o r  exam ple, the S ea  K in g , bu ilt  by Stephen of L in thouse  
fo r  competing in the China trade  eventually  turned up as the 
armed r a id e r  Shenandoah in C onfederate  s e rv ic e  in la te  
O ctober 1863. Two other v e s s e ls ,  the F e rg u s  and Th e  D a r e , 
la te r  employed as blockade ru n n ers  w e re  b u i lt ,  and went 
through a s im ila r  metamorphosis at the same time. Such  
transform ations w e re  obviously so drawn out as to make 
the local connections d iff icu lt  to detect. F o r  some 
deta ils  of these transac tions and the accompanying public  
and even Governmental unaw areness, see J. L .  C a r v e l ,  
Stephen of L in thouse , A  Record  of Tw o Hundred Y e a r s  of 
Shipbuild ing 1 750-1 950 (Glasgow n. d. ) pp. 4 5 ,  184 and A  
Shipbuild ing H is to ry  175 0-1932  (London n. d. ) pp. 31 - 9 , 4 6 - 5 8 .  
F o r  the background to the inform ation in this footnote I am 
indebted to M r.  A. S la v e n ,  Departm ent of Economic H is to r y ,  
U n iv e rs ity  of G lasgow , whose knowledge of the shipbuilding  
business reco rd s  of this per iod  is extensive.
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the  p o s i t i o n  o f  the G.  E .  S .  w a s  that  the G o v e r n m e n t  s h o u ld  not  in

any  w a y  a id  the C o n f e d e r a c y .  T o  t h is  end at the p u b l i c  m e e t i n g

in A p r i l  1 8 6 3  the G.  E .  S .  d r e w  up a p e t i t i o n  w h i c h  i n c lu d e d  a

p r o t e s t  a g a in s t  the G o v e r n m e n t ' s  a l l o w i n g  B r i t i s h  c i t i z e n s  to

e n g a g e  in i l l e g a l l y  p r o v i d i n g  and f u r n i s h i n g  w a r  s h ip s  and c a p i t a l

to th e  S o u t h .  T h i s  p e t i t i o n  w a s  e v e n t u a l l y  p r e s e n t e d  to th e  C om m o n s

by W a l t e r  B u c h a n a n  o n e  o f  the M . P .  ' s  f o r  G l a s g o w  and a long t im e
65

m e m b e r  o f  the  G.  E .  S .  T h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  an o u t b r e a k  o f  w a r

b e t w e e n  the  two  c o u n t r i e s  w a s  u p p e r m o s t  in the m in d s  o f  the

m e m b e r s  of  the S o c i e t y  at  t h is  t im e .  B r i t a i n ' s  i n v o l v e m e n t ,  had  it

come a b o u t ,  w o u ld  most  c e r t a i n l y  h a v e  been  a g a in s t  the N o r t h  and

s i n c e  the G.  E .  S .  w a s  now  c o m m i t te d  to the s u p p o r t  of  th e  U n i o n

any such  o u t b r e a k  of  h o s t i l i t i e s  w o u l d  h a v e  p l a c e d  i t ,  to put  it

m i l d l y ,  in a d e l i c a t e  p o s i t i o n .  O p p o s i t i o n  to the G o v e r n m e n t  in t im e

o f  w a r  w o u ld  h a v e  been  most u n p o p u l a r .  O n  th e  o t h e r  hand s u p p o r t

f o r  t h is  G o v e r n m e n t  w o u ld  h a v e  m eant  r e p u d i a t i o n  o f  both T h o m p s o n

and G a r r i s o n  and th is  w o u ld  h a v e  b een  u n t h i n k a b l e .  F u r t h e r ,  w a r

cou ld  o n ly  r e s u l t  in the h u m i l i a t i o n  of  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and no

g l o r y  f o r  B r i t a i n  as  she  w o u l d  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  th e  p r e s e r v a t i o n
66of  s l a v e r y  in th e  S o u t h .  T h e  p r e d i c a m e n t ,  f o r t u n a t e l y ,  r e s o l v e d  

i t s e l f  i n i t i a l l y  at  Antieftvnand u l t i m a t e l y  at A p p o m a t t o x .

T h e  w h o l e h e a r t e d  s u p p o r t  the G.  E .  S .  had  g iv e n  to the  N o r t h  

r e s u l t e d  in i t s  lo s in g  a good dea l  o f  the p u b l ic  s u p p o r t  th e  S o c i e t y  

had had  b e f o r e  th e  o u t b r e a k  o f  the  C i v i l  W a r .  T h e  most  i m p o r t a n t  

i m m e d ia t e  e f f e c t  w a s  th e  c u t t i n g  o f f  o f  the  s u p p l i e s  o f  co t to n  by the  

U n i o n  b l o c k a d e .  T h i s  w a s  o f  c o u r s e  a s e r i o u s  e c o n o m i c  b l o w  to 

the t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  in th e  a r e a .  A l t h o u g h  the co t to n  i n d u s t r y  w a s  

no l o n g e r  S c o t l a n d ' s  l e a d i n g  i n d u s t r y  it w a s  s t i l l  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e

65 G.  E .  S .  M i n u t e  B o o k  I V ,  28  A p r i l  1 8 6 3  
G l a s g o w  D a i l y  H e r a l d , 29 A p r i l  1 86 3

66  Ib id .
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importance. When imports of raw  cotton to Scotland fell from

| 1 7 2 ,0 5 5  cwts. in 1861 to 7 ,2 1 6  cwts. in 1864 a great many people

| w e re  put out of w ork and although the population was not as

serious ly  affected as that in L a n c a s h ire  th ere  was w idespread

deprivation  which was worsened by the r e s t r ic t iv e  stipu la tions
68inherent in the Scottish  P o o r  L a w . What affect th is  d is tre s s

had on the attitude of the people toward the anti s la ve ry  movement

is impossible to say. Some indication of th e ir  fee lings can be

d iscerned  as e a r ly  as March 1862 when the S o c ie ty  attempted to

arouse enthusiasm fo r  a public meeting by posting a number of

sensation p lacards  and c irc u la t in g  a t ra c t .  Both means fa iled
69to arouse in te res t  and the proposed meeting was ca lled  off.

L a te r  in 1863 when the Socie ty  held a pub lic  meeting to re c e iv e  the

noted A m erican  m in is te r ,  H enry  W ard  B e e c h e r ,  a good portion  of
those in attendance w e re  de f in ite ly  Southern  sym path izers  and

70repeatedly  d isrupted the proceedings. These w e re  not pro  

s la v e ry  men by any means but m ere ly  those who hoped the South would 

win so that the fa c to r ie s  would re tu rn  to production. T h is  was m erely  

wishful thinking on the p a rt  of the populace because the Scott ish  

cotton industry un like  that in England, n ev er  re tu rned  to anything  

l ike  its p re  w a r  importance. ^

67

67 W. O. H enderson , nT h e  Cotton Fam ine  in Scotland and the 
R e lie f  of D is tre s s  1862 -1864"  Scott ish  H is to r ic a l  R eview  vol. 
30, (1951 ),  155. F o r  s ta t is t ics  concerning the extent of the 
cotton industry in Scotland at the time of the C iv il  W a r  see 
B re m n e r ,  Th e  Industr ies  of Scotland p. 287

68 Ib id , p. 290
Henderson , nThe Cotton Fam ine in Scotland" pp. 157 -62  
B o ts fo rd , "Scotland And Th e  A m erican  C iv il  W a r"  Ch. IV  
passim .

69 G. E . S . M inute Book IV ,  4 March 1862 , 14 July 1862

70 North  B r i t is h  D a ily  M a i l ,  14 O ctober 1863

71 H enderson , "T h e  Cotton Fam ine in Scotland" pp. 1 63 -4
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E ven  before  L e e ’ s s u rre n d e r  many members of the G. E .  S .

w ere  taking an in te res t  in the thousands and hundreds of thousands

of newly f re e d  slaves o r  f re e d  men as they w e re  ca lled . L in c o ln 's

Em ancipation P roc lam ation  which came into effect on January 1 ,

1863 had fre e d  only those slaves s t il l  in rebel held t e r r i t o r y

which at that time meant most of the Southern  states. H o w e v e r ,  as

the N o rth e rn  arm ies  gained control o ve r  more and m ore a re a s  of

the South the s laves they l ib e ra ted  became freedm en. F r e e  as they

now w e re  they w e re  s til l  in a t e r r ib le  s ituation  fo r  the F e d e ra l

Government had as yet established no o rgan iza tion  fo r  th e ir  r e l ie f .

In te res t  in the plight of the freedmen had been aroused as e a r ly

as A p r i l  1863 when a F reed m e n 's  A id  Socie ty  was formed in London.

As in te re s t  developed o ther soc ieties  began to o rg an ize  with the

spec if ic  intention of ra is in g  funds and m ate r ia ls  fo r  the r e l ie f  of
the newly fre e d  s laves . On Novem ber 7 ,  1864 a F reed m e n 's  A id

Socie ty  was formed in Glasgow around the nucleus of the G. E .  S .

O f the th ir ty -o n e  orig ina l members tw elve had been active  at one
73time o r  another in the a c t iv it ies  of the G. E .  S . At about the

same time a L a d ie s  A u x i l ia ry  to the F reed m e n 's  A id  S o c ie ty  was

set up consisting mainly of the w ives  of the members in its  male

counterpart. As might be expected Smeal was the S e c r e t a r y -

T r e a s u r e r  and the real lead er of the group.

At the organ izational meeting of this new society the

Committee heard  L e v i  Coffin  the eminent A m erican  Q uaker from

Cincinnati who was touring B r i ta in  on behalf of the A m erican
74F reed m en 's  Aid  Commission. It was decided at a committee  

meeting a few weeks la te r  to attempt to so lic it  as much funds as 

possib le to give to Coffin  before  he le ft  and in this they succeeded

72 B o lt ,  The  A n t i -S la v e r y  Movement And Reconstruction  p. 59.

73 B. F .  A . S . S . P a p e r s . M. S .  S .  B r .  Emp. S 1 8. C l  2 0 /3 6 ,
Smeal to Aspinal Hampson, 21 M arch 1866.
F .  A . S .  Minute Book, 7 Novem ber 1864.

74 Ibid. B o lt ,  The A n t i -S la v e r y  Movement and R econstruction  
p. 58.



to the extent of £ 1 0 0 .  It cannot be sa id ,  h o w ever, that th ere

was anything like  real enthusiasm generated fo r  this e ffo rt  in the

Glasgow a re a .  In its tw en ty -e igh t months existence from  Novem ber

1864 to F e b ru a ry  1867 the S o c ie ty  was able to ra is e  just o v e r

£ 2 5 0  and made total contributions to the cause of only £ 1 6 4 .

D u r in g  this period  the committee met just th ir teen  times and only

two pub lic  meetings w ere  held. As it f re e ly  admitted the response
76to its  e f fo r ts  had been disappointing. T h is  was in marked

contrast to the response e lsew h ere  in Scotland esp ec ia lly  among

the churches. In 1867 fo r  instance the M odera tor  of the F r e e

Church w ro te  to Smeal that the K i r k  in Dundee had collected

subscrip tions of money and clothes to the amount of £ 5 0 0 .  About

the same time David  C ra w fo rd ,  the General S e c re ta ry  of the
U n ited  P re s b y te r ia n  Church of Edinburgh w ro te  that this Church
had rem itted  to the Am erican M iss ion ary  Association  £ 6 4 1 .  1 8 .6 d .
which had been donated at a co llection  designated esp ec ia lly  fo r  

77that purpose. Even  this was m in iscule when compared with the
approxim ately  £ 1 2 5 ,0 0 0  ra ised  throughout B r i ta in  between 1863 and 

781868. In te res tin g ly  the E s tab lished  C h u rch , w h ile  it expressed

its sympathy with the freedm en, made no attempt to so lic it  funds

and un like  its  two r iv a ls  the F r e e  K i r k  and the United  P re s b y te r ia n s
79the E s tab lished  Church advanced no money o r  clothes fo r  the cause. 

T h is  fa i lu r e  to make any e f fo rt  to aid the freedm en can probably  be 

accounted fo r  by re i te ra t in g  that since the inception of the a n t i­

s lave ry  movement in Scotland the E s tab lished  Church had always

75 F .  A . S .  Minute B o ok , 30 Novem ber 1864, 6 June 1865.

76 Ib id , 7 Novem ber 1864 to 27 F e b ru a ry  1867. Th e  cash accounts
a re  included in the Minute Book.

77 Ib id ,  p. 46
B . F . A . S .  S .  P a p e r s ,  M. S .  S . B r .  Emp. S 1 8. C l  2 0 /3 7 ,
Smeal to Aspinall Hampson, 4 July 1866.
B o lt ,  The A n t i -S la v e r y  Movement And Reconstruction  p. 90

78 ib id ,  p. 113
79 B. F .  A . S .  S .  P a p e r s , M. S .  S . B r .  Emp. S 1 8 .C 1  2 0 /3 7 ,

Smeal to Aspinal Hampson, 4 July 1866.
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been outside the pa le  of its a c t iv it ie s .  Thus there  was no m oti­

vation fo r  it to take an ac tive  ro le  in the campaign. On the o ther  

hand, the Un ited  P re s b y te r ia n s  had always taken an active  ro le  

in the movement and could be expected to have shown a l iv e ly  

in te re s t.  Even the F r e e  Church had been exposed, much to its  

em barrassm ent, to the crusade and it is not unreasonable to 

assume that by ac t ive ly  so lic it ing  funds fo r  the freedm en it was 

to some extent squaring the books fo r  its e a r l i e r  stand.

One episode in the campaign to aid the freem en i l lu s tra te s  

how c lose ly  the a c t iv it ies  of the F reed m e n 's  A id  S o c ie ties  resem ­

bled those of the Anti S la v e ry  S o c ie t ies .  One would think that 

any e f fo r t  fo r  so benevolent a cause would be f re e  of all ranco ur  

and disputes. A f te r  all it was only a f te r  the ending o f ap p re n tice ­
ship and the fru s tra t io n  at the in ab ili ty  to achieve pos it ive  resu lts  

that the petty  b icker ing  had broken out in the B r i t is h A n t i  S la v e ry  

movement. The  d r iv e  to end colonial s la v e ry  and apprenticeship  

had been conspicuous fo r  its co -opera tion  among the va r io u s  o r ­

gan izations. i f  the past could be used as a precedent the F r e e d ­

men's A id  Campaign should have been f re e  of in ternal disputes  

which had torn apart the abolition movement as there  was a v e ry  

rea l and obtainable set of o b jec t ives , namely the co llection  of 

clothes and money to aid the newly f re e d  b lacks . U n fo rtunate ly  

this was not to be the case. In O cto ber 1865 a negro u p ris ing  

broke out on the Island of Jamaica which was immediately and 

b ru ta l ly  suppressed. H o w e v e r ,  its impact on the B r i t is h  

F reed m en 's  A id  S o c ie t ie s ,  which w e re  at that time attempting to 

set up a National Union of all such s o c ie t ie s ,  was to d iv ide the 

movement into two contending factions. One faction proposed  

including the Jamaican freedmen in th e ir  philanthropy and the other

opposed this insisting that all th e ir  e f fo rts  be concentrated fo r  the
80re l ie f  of the A m erican  freedm en. The  Glasgow society supported

80 B o lt ,  The  A n t i -S la v e r y  Movement And R econstruction  
pp. 3 6 - 7 ,  4 6 -5 3 .

222



the la t te r  position and Smeal w r i t in g  in M arch  1866 stated ,

"tt  is to be reg re tte d  that d iffe ren c es  of opinion should have a r isen

among the fold of the F reedm en. I a llude to the proposal to unite

our e f fo rts  on behalf of the s u f fe re rs  in Jamaica with that being

done fo r  the l ib e ra ted  slaves in A m erica ;  which union of e ffo rt  we

see is advocated in the pages of the ’F re e d m e n 1 and this has led to
81our ceasing to o rd e r  it. ” H o w e v e r ,  the stand of the Glasgow

Freed m en 's  Aid Socie ty  by this time made l i t t le  d iffe rence  because

fo r  all intents and purposes it had ceased to function. Owing to a
lack of enthusiasm of both its own members and the public at la rg e

they w e re  unable to do anything of s ign ificance. A f te r  a b r ie f

period  from  O ctober 1865 to July 1866, during  which S m ea l,  now
in his seven ty -fourth  y e a r ,  re linqu ished his o ff ice  of S e c re ta ry  to

James S in c la i r ,  he was fo rced  to resum e it because of the apathy
82of the members of the S o c ie ty . A lso  at about this time Smeal had

to turn down a request fo r  a public meeting to re c e iv e  Rev. R. J.

P a rv in  of the A m erican  F reed m e n 's  Union Commission because of

lack of public support. Two meetings in Novem ber 1866 had to be

adjourned because even the small quorum of f iv e  could not be

rounded up. F in a l ly  in F e b ru a ry  1867 the Socie ty  accepted the

fact that it had been unable to arouse any public sympathy and
83quietly  went out of existence.

The  fa i lu r e  of the Glasgow F re e d m e n ’ s A id  S o c ie ty  cannot be 

attr ibuted  to any conflic t of ideology. We have seen in the past that 

on occasion the G. E .  S .  had been able to arouse a great deal of 

public sympathy and support in its anti s la v e ry  e f fo rts  and the

81 B . F .  A . S .  S .  P a p e r s , M. S .  S .  B r .  Emp. S 1 8. C l 2 0 /3 6 ,
Smeal to Aspinal Hampson, 21 March 1866, M. S .  S .  B r .
Emp. S I 8. C l  21/ l  2 5 ,  Smeal to A r th u r  A lb r ig h t ,
1 January 1 866.

82 F .  A. S .  Minute Book, 24 O cto ber 1865, 2 July 1866.
B . F .  A .  S .  S .  P a p e r s ,  M. S .  S . B r .  Emp. S 1 8. C l 2 0 /3 7 ,
Smeal to Aspinal Hampson, 4 July 1866.

83 F .  A. S .  Minute Book, 1 5 Novem ber 1866, 1 9 Novem ber 1866, 
27 F e b ru a r y  1867.
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freedm en’ s aid movement was m ere ly  an extension of th is  e f fo r t .

Economic considerations seem to be more f ru it fu l  grounds to exp la in

its demise. The  W est of Scotland had been by f a r  the most

s e r io u s ly  hit a re a  in Scotland during  the cotton fam ine resu lt in g

from the N o r th ’ s blockade of Southern  p o rts .  I f  now the people

w e re  asked to give aid to the country respo ns ib le  fo r  th e ir  s e v e re

economic d is tre s s  it is reasonable  to assume that resentm ent to

such a proposal in d ire c t  proportion  to this d is tre s s  would dominate

th e ir  attitude toward such a ph ilanthropy. T h is  seems to be borne

out in o ther p a rts  of B r i ta in  such as in L a n c a s h ire  w h ere  a s im i la r

fa i lu re  in the campaign was reported . O th e r  a rea s  such as in

Dundee, Ed inburgh and e lsew h ere  which had su ffe red  f a r  less
84w e re  in p roportion  much more generous in th e ir  support. It 

might be fu r th e r  added that the p re v a il in g  Scott ish  P o o r  L a w  r e ­
fused help to able bodied men re g a rd le s s  of th e ir  p ligh t. W hy,  

th e re fo re ,  should they be called  upon to r e l ie v e  the A m erican  

freedmen who was every  bit as ablebodied as the Scots  w ork ing  man? 

Since the su ffe r in g  caused by the Scottish  P o o r  L a w  had been the 

greates t in the Glasgow a re a  it is not s u rp r is in g  that he re  the 

backlash against aid fo r  the freedmen would be s trongest. F in a l ly ,  

but stil l  im portan t,  Smeal was now in his middle seventies and it 

was he, above all o th e rs ,  that was the m otivating fo rc e  behind the 

Glasgow movement. Except fo r  A n drew  Paton and R ev. George J e f f re y ,  
Smeal was the only member who had surv ived  from  the e a r l ie r  and 

much more dynamic e ffo rts  in the 30 's  and 40*s. As he slowed down 

so n e c e s s a ri ly  did the G. E .  S .  and subsequently the F re e d m e n ’ s A id  

Socie ty . T h e  freedm en 's  aid d r iv e  in Glasgow simply lacked  

aggress ive  and forcefu l leadersh ip .

W h ile  it seems evident that sympathy fo r  the A m erican  slave  

and la te r  the freedm en had soured this is not to say that s lavery  as

84 B o lt ,  The  A n t i -S la v e r y  Movement And Reconstruction  p. 105
B re m n e r ,  The Industr ies  of Scotland pp. 2 8 7 -9 0
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i an issue was dead. B u t,  as in the case of M rs .  S to w e , this

could not be a ttr ibu ted  to the e f fo r ts  of the G. E .  S .  o r  indeed any

anti s la ve ry  society. Due la rg e ly  to the popu lar ity  of the accounts

of D r .  David  L iv in g s to n e 's  two t r ip s  to A f r ic a  in 1 8 5 2 -6  and 1858 -64

which depicted the enormous havoc caused by the E as t A fr ic a n  slave

trade  the public  had remained aw are  that s la v e ry  was s til l  ve ry
85much in ex istence in the w orld . T h e  G. E .  S .  , because of its concern

with A m erican  s la v e ry ,  had fa iled  to cap ita l ise  on this r e s e rv o ir  of

anti s lavery  fee ling . With the term ination  of A m erican  s la ve ry  and

the co llapse of the local freedm en's  aid movement, th ere  remained

nothing more fo r  the G. E .  S . to do if it did not turn its  attention to

the A fr ic a n  s lave  trade.
As a society the G .E .  S .  had not met fo r  ten y ea rs  when in

1873 Benjamin M i l la rd ,  S e c r e ta r y  of the B. F .  A . S .  S .  w ro te
enquiring about the poss ib il ity  of holding a public meeting concerning
the E a s t A fr ic a n  s lave  trade . S m ea l's  response was that at the

present (June 1873) it was not adv isable  to hold such a meeting and

recommended delaying until the autumn. L a t e r  in Septem ber he

w ro te  again requesting p r in ted  m ateria l to use in s t i r r in g  up public  
8 6in te re s t.  Both le t te rs  show that Smeal had mellowed a great  

deal in his old age as they show none of the old v ind ic tiveness and 

in fact almost reek  with o f fe rs  of co -o p era tio n . By the end of  

Septem ber the p r in ted  m ater ia ls  had a r r iv e d  and the G. E .  S . set 

about d is tr ibu tin g  them esp ec ia lly  to m in is ters  "who should be 

requested to call the attention of th e ir  Congregations to the subject 

and as much ignorance on re fe re n c e  to the S la v e  question was

85 W oodw ard , The Age of Reform  p. 370 n. 1.

86 B . F .  A . S .  S .  P a p e r s ,  M. S .  S . B r .  Emp. S 1 8 .C 4 6 /2 6 ,
Smeal to Benjamin M i l la rd ,  6 June 1873, M. S . S .  B r .  Emp. 
S 1 8 .C 4 6 /2 8 ,  Smeal to Benjamin M i l la r d ,  3 Septem ber 1873.

225



believed to p reva il  among the W o rk in g  C la s s e s ,  the S e c r e ta r ie s

w e re  le ft  to p re p a re  a b r ie f  statement regard ing  it fo r  c ircu la tio n
87among that c la s s ."  The committee which met was but a shell of

its e a r l i e r  make-up in attendance. O f the f i f ty  laymen and tw en ty -

one m in is te rs  invited to the m eeting, only nine besides Smeal showed

up. A f te r  a ten ye a r  in term ission it is rem arkab le  that they w ere

able to get any kind of a turnout at a l l .  Th e  subsequent public

meeting in the T ra d e s  Hall on Novem ber 3 was a disappointment.

Only a small audience turned out to hear the Rev. C h a r le s  N e w , a

re tu rned  m iss ionary  from  East A f r ic a ,  discuss the a ra b ic  operated

slave routes from  Z a n z ib a r  to P e r s ia ,  Egypt and T u rk e y .  It was
reso lved  that a copy of var ious  reso lu tions be sent to the P r im e
M in is te r  and L o r d  G re n v i l le  ca l l in g  fo r  the Government to rem onstrate

with the governments of countr ies  to put an end to th is  t rad e  and

also that the Government should use its  moral influence to induce
00

Spain  and B ra z i l  to give up s la v e ry .  It is to Smeal !s c re d it  that 
even at e igh ty -one  years  of age he had stil l  not given up his fight 

against s la v e r y ,  impotent as that fight had now become. W ith  the 

exception of Rev. Je ffre y  who was not in attendance only two ve teran s  

of the e a r ly  y e a rs  rem ained , Smeal and A ndrew  Paton.

In July of 1875 the Government issued a C i r c u la r  concerning  

fug itive  slaves stating that they could not look fo r  sanctuary  aboard  

B r it is h  naval vessels  w ith in  the th ree  m ile  lim it of s lave-ho ld ing  

countries . When this met with a loud outcry  of popular indigna'tion 

the Government in Decem ber issued a new C i r c u la r  which provided  

that :

" . . .  when any person pro fess ing  to be a s lave seeks
admission to H e r  M a je s ty !s ships when on the high
seas, claiming the protection  of the B r i t is h  F la g ,  
the commander must sa tis fy  h im self that there  is in 
that p a r t ic u la r  case suffic ient reason fo r  th e ir

87 G. E .  S .  Minute Book I V ,  29 Septem ber 1873

88 Ibid^ 3 Novem ber 1873
N orth  B r i t is h  D a ily  Mail , 4 Novem ber 1873.
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rece iv in g  him, bearing  in mind that w h ile  the B r i t is h  
Government d es ires  to m itigate  the h o r ro rs  of s la v e ry  
H e r  M a jes ty1 s ships a re  not intended fo r  the reception  
of o ther  persons than th e ir  own o f f ic e rs  and c rew s . If  
the fug itive  has been thus rece ive d  upon the high seas  
fo r  adequate reasons , he should be re ta ined  until 
t ra n s fe r re d  to some o th er  ship o r  landed in some country  
w here his l ib e r ty  w ill be respected . If  H e r  Majesty»s  
ships a re  w ithin the t e r r i t o r ia l  w a te rs  of a S ta te  w here  
s la very  e x is ts ,  no person pro fess ing  to be a fug itive  
slave shall be admitted on b o ard , unless his l i fe  would  
be o th erw ise  in manifest danger. I f  thus rece ived  on 
board , he must not, a f te r  danger is  passed, be perm itted  
to continue on board; but no demand fo r  his s u rre n d e r  
can be en te rta in ed , nor any examination of his status be 
made. I f  the s lave  claims pro tec tion  on the grounds  
that he has been kept in s la v e ry  c o n tra ry  to t re a t ie s  
existing  between G reat B r i ta in  and that t e r r i t o r y  on the 
w ate rs  of which the ship l ie s ,  he may be rece ived  and the 
truth o f his statements enquired in to , the Commander 
communicating with the n ea re s t  C o nsu lar  au th o r ity ,  and 
in case of d iff icu lty  applying fo r  instructions to his  
co m m an d er-in -ch ie f,  who w il l  if n ecessary  r e fe r  to the 
A d m ira lty .  In eve ry  case of a fug itive  s lave  seeking  
refuge on board , a special re p o r t  is to be made. f|89

As might be expected this too was greeted with w idespread

condemnation. A ll o ve r  B r i ta in  public  meetings w ere  held in

pro tes t .  On two days a lone, January 31 and F e b ru a ry  1 , 1876 ,

meetings took place in London, R ochdale , H u l l ,  H u d d e rs f ie ld ,

T o w e r  Hamlets (London) and the Edinburgh Town Council condemned
90the C i r c u la r  and m em oria lised the Government to w ithdraw  it.

Smeal , who was now in his e ig h ty -f i f th  ye a r  and a i l in g ,  set about 

arran g in g  fo r  what was to be the final public meeting of the G. E .  S .  

On January 25 a committee meeting was held to make arrangem ents  

fo r  this pub lic  meeting and to appoint a delegation to v is i t  upon the 

local M .P .  !s ,  George A n derson , D r .  Cameron and M r .  W h ite law  

requesting them to take p a r t  in the meeting. It was fu r th e r  a rran g e d  

fo r  posters  to be p laced throughout town advertis ing  the meeting

89 Glasgow H e r a ld , 30 Decem ber 1875

90 Ib id , 1 F e b ru a ry  1876, 2 F e b ru a ry  1876.
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and fo r  the p r in t in g  up of both of the Government C i r c u la r s  to be
91handed out at the meeting. On F e b ru a ry  2nd, C ity  Hall was f i l le d

with what was rep o rted  to be an enthusiastic  audience. C h ie f

M a g is tra te  M o rr iso n  held the c h a ir  and on the p la tfo rm  w e re  no less

than four M . P . ’ s ,  th ree  C o u n c il lo rs  and th ree  B a i l l ie s .  S m e a l,

due to ill hea lth , was unable to be present but his son, W il l ia m

G. S m ea l,  was on the p la tfo rm . Only two ve teran s  of the 1840’ s

rem ained , A ndrew  Raton and Rev. G eorge Je ffre y .

The final meeting o f the G. E .  S .  , though unimportant in

i ts e l f ,  was addressed by m ore local d ig n ita r ies  than any of the

soc ie ty ’ s fo rm e r  gatherings. F o u r  M . P . ’ s ,  John Ramsay of

F a l k i r k ,  W il l ia m  Holms of P a is le y ,  G eorge Anderson and D r .

Cameron took p a r t  and addressed the meeting and a reso lu tion
of p ro tes t  against the F u g it iv e  S la v e  C i r c u la r  was passed and

. 92sent to Queen V ic to r ia .

The importance of Smeal to the existence of the a n t i -s la v e ry  

movement in Glasgow is best i l lu s tra te d  by the fact that throughout 

its f i f ty - th r e e  yea r existence f i r s t  as the Glasgow A n t i -S la v e r y  

Socie ty  and la te r  as the G. E .  S .  , he had been its S e c r e ta r y  and 

d riv in g  fo rc e . A ltogether the G. E .  S . held two hundred and fo u r  

m eetings, f i f ty -e ig h t  of which w e re  public . Except fo r  the 

final public  meeting Smeal was present at e ve ry  one to re c o rd  the 

minutes. I f  some blame can be thrown on him fo r  his p a r t  in the  

b itte rness  of the 1840’ s he is also due a great deal of p ra is e  fo r  

keeping the e f fo rt  a l iv e .  By the end of his l i fe  he was well known 

in Glasgow fo r  his w ork both in the a n t is la ve ry  f ie ld  and in o ther  

social re fo rm s . Th e  Glasgow H e ra ld  of August 2 2 ,  1877 tes t if ie s

to this fact with a rem arkab ly  long account of h is l i fe  and the respect

91 G. E .  S .  Minute Book I V ,  25 January 1876

92 Glasgow H e r a ld , 3 F e b ru a ry  1876.
G .E .  S .  Minute Book I V ,  2 F e b ru a ry  1876.
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with which he was held in the community. W il l iam  L lo yd  G a r r is o n ,  

who was touring B r i ta in  again in 1877 and v is ited  Smeal not long 

befo re  his death , summed up both the closeness of the two men and 

the reg ard  with which he was held when he s ta ted , "I was deeply  

affected by the sudden death of our dear f r ie n d  W il l ia m  S m e a l , but 

feel unspeakably thankful that we w e re  perm itted  to see each o ther  

again in gladness of s p ir i t  before  I le ft  G lasgow. H is  l i fe  was as
93exem plary and se rv ic e a b le  to his ra c e  as it was long p ro tra c te d .  11 

The final y ea rs  of the G. E .  S .  from  1852 to 1876 w e re  in 

some respects  s im ila r  to its f i r s t  y e a rs .  At the conclusion of both 

periods the S o c ie ty  could look back on success. In 1840 the 

success of the fight to end apprenticeship was s til l  f resh  in the 

minds of the committeemen as was th e ir  f inancing of Thompson’ s tr ip  

to the U n ited  S ta tes . In 1876 the S o c ie ty  could recount its  w o rk  in 

the Penny O ffe r in g  and its w ork in the F re e d m e n ’s A id  d r iv e .  T r u e  

the F reed m e n 's  Aid w ork  in Glasgow had been something o f a fa i lu r e  

but throughout B r i ta in  it had been a resounding success. D u ring  

both periods real tangible e ffo rts  w e re  made against the institu tion  

of s lavery  as contrasted with the 1840’ s and its f ra t r ic id a l  b icker in g  

and the th ree  y e a r  t ira d e  against the F r e e  C hurch. H o w e v e r ,  

w hereas in the 1830’s there  had been few signs that s la v e ry  as an 

institution was in the dec line  the per iod  a f te r  1850 found it losing  

ground almost eve ryw h e re .  F r a n c e ,  Sw eden , Denm ark and Holland  

all abolished it in th e ir  colonies. Em ancipation in the U n ited  S tates  

was of course the greates t success and th e re  even signs that p ro g ress  

toward abo lition  was being made in B r a z i l .  W ith  the dec line  in 

s la v e ry  came the dec line in importance and need of a n t is la v e ry  societies .  

But fo r  S m e a l,  the movement in Glasgow would most c e r ta in ly  have  

term inated long before  it actually  did. It was his dogged p ers is ten ce  

in o rgan iz ing  the a c t iv it ie s  of the S o c ie ty  and encouraging those who

93 G a rr is o n  P a p e r s , M .S .  A . 1 .1 .  v o l . 8 no. 32 ( a - b ) ,
G a rr is o n  to E liza b e th  P ease  N ic h o l,  25 August 1877.
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sympathized with its  ob jectives to take an active  ro le  that was the 

vita l ingred ient in the continuing existence of the G. E .  S .  a f te r

1852. As he slowed down so too did the a c t iv it ie s  of the S o c ie ty .  

A fte r  the fina l public meeting in F e b ru a ry  1876 the G. E .  S .  ceased  

to ex is t because Smeal was too old and in firm  to p rov ide  the needed  

leadersh ip . It was only because of his determ ination that the 

Socie ty  had surv ived  -  a lbeit  in a ra th e r  skeletal fo rm . It was the 

churches, through th e ir  m iss ionary  w ork  and the Government which in 

the final th ree  decades of the nineteenth century was deeply involved  

in the a f fa irs  of A f r ic a ,  that w e re  now the basis of the s trugg le  

against s la v e ry  and the slave trade .

S in ce  1807 the B r i t is h  Government had been involved in an 

attempt to suppress the A fr ic a n  s lave  trade . T h is  had led eventually  

to the Government assuming d ire c t  control of t e r r i t o r y  on the W est  

Coast of A f r ic a  and a s e r ie s  of w ars  with the Ashanti Kingdom.
The successful conclusion of these w ars  in 1874 under the le a d e r ­

ship of S i r  G arnet Wolsefey had led to B r i t is h  t e r r i t o r ia l  acquis it ions
94and a dominant position in the a re a .  O th e r  European nations  

w e re  also becoming in te res ted  in domination and exp lo itation  the 

A fr ic a n  continent and by the end of the century  the take o v e r  was  

v ir tu a l ly  complete south of the S a h a ra .  In o rd e r  to ru le  (and exp lo it)  

effic ien t government control was necessary . Obviously the anarchy  

of the s lave trad e  could not be to le ra ted  and d ire c t  action was taken  

against it not only by B r i ta in  but by the o ther European pow ers  as 

w e ll .  M o reo ver  the ac tiv ity  of var ious  re l ig io u s  m iss ionary  groups  

led to increased  B r i t is h  involvement on the A fr ic a n  Continent and 

th e ir  rep o rts  concerning the s lave  trade  led to the c lam our of  

hum anitarians fo r  its  suppression. As a consequence of th is  the 

d e s ire  to end the trade  if  not the institution the Anti s la v e ry  crusade  

was l ifted  out of the hands of the abo lition ist soc ieties  and became

94 W oodw ard , Th e  Age of Reform  p. 375
O l iv e r  R an sfo rd , The  S la v e  T ra d e ;  The  S to ry  of T ra n s a t la n t ic  
SI ave ry  (London 1971) p p .2 6 4 -5 .
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national po licy . As the abo lition  of W est India s la v e ry  had 

inev itab ly  fo llow ed the abolition of the B r i t is h  s lave  trade  so too 

did the abo lition  of A fr ic a n  s la v e ry  fo llo w  the suppression of the 

A fr ic a n  s lave  trade . Thus the ex is tence  o f  an t is la v e ry  societies  

l ike  the G. E .  S .  became superfluous and a l l ,  with the exception of 

the B. F .  A . S .  S .  , vanished.

95

95 T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n tis la v e ry  pp. 2 6 3 -7
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C H A P T E R  V I I  Conclusion

T h e re  a re  a number of important aspects w hich , although they 

have been alluded to in the preceed ing  c h a p te rs ,  m erit  c lo s e r  

examination because of th e ir  influence on the p o l ic ie s ,  a c t iv it ie s  

and complement of the Em ancipation S o c ie ty .  The  importance of these  

var io u s  fac to rs  a lte re d  from  time to time and consequently in o r d e r  

to more fu lly  understand th e ir  s ign ificance  it is perhaps b e t te r  to 

deal with them sep ara te ly  taking into consideration  the e n t ire  

h is to ry  of the S o c ie ty .

O f p r im a ry  concern throughout the h is to ry  of the S o c ie ty  was  

the problem  of finance. Money was absolutely necessary  to prom ote  

the aims of the o rgan iza tion  and to inform and arouse the populace. 
During  the period  when the S o c ie ty  was most ac tive  between 1834  

and 1847 its  average y e a r ly  expenditure  was about £ 2 5 5 .   ̂ T h is

1 By way of comparison the annual budget of the B . F .  A . S .  S .
was between two and th re e  thousand pounds during the same 
period . S ee  T e m p e rle y ,  B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  pp. 8 3 ,  229.
On the m ore local scene the f inances of the G. E .  S .  can be 
compared with Th e  Glasgow B ib le  S o c ie ty  which had rece ip ts  
of well ove r  £1 ,000  in 1833 and almost £ 5 ,7 0 0  in 1835. S ee  
Tw entie th  Annual R eport of the Glasgow B ib le  S o c ie ty  (Glasgow  
1833) p. 33 and T w e n ty -T h ir d  Annual R eport of the Glasgow  
B ib le  Socie ty  (Glasgow 1835) p. 28. In 1830 the G lasgow and 
West of Scotland Tem perance S o c ie ty  reported  an expenditu re  
of o ver  £51 5. S e e  F i r s t  Annual R eport of the G lasgow and 
W est of Scotland Tem perance S o c ie ty  (Glasgow 1830) p. 43.
In 1858 another temperance so c ie ty ,  The  Glasgow A b s ta in e rs  
U n io n , reported  co llections of o v e r  £ 4 ,6 5 0  w hile  the G. E .  S .  
could only claim  co llections amounting to £ 5 7 .  17s. 8d. o v e r  
a two y e a r  period  between 1858 and 1860. S e e  G. E .  S .  Cash  
Book I I ,  4 A p r i l  1858 to 20 M arch 1860, and F o u rth  Annual 
Report of the Glasgow A b s ta in e rs  Union (Glasgow 1858),
A b s trac t  of the T r e a s u r e r s  Account. The  Annual R eports  of 
both the Tem perance Soc ie ty  and the A b s ta in e rs  Union a r e  
located in the M itchell L i b r a r y ,  G lasgow. A lso  by way of 
comparison it is in te re s tin g  to note that between 1835 and 
1848 the London based B r i t is h  and F o re ig n  Tem perance  S o c ie ty  
was able to ra is e  only between £ 5 0 0  and £1 ,000  a y e a r  and shows 
the strength of the tem perance movement in Glagow at a tim e when 
the an t is la v e ry  movement was in a v e ry  weakened sta te . T h e  ex ­
penses of o ther leading tem perance soc ie ties  before  1850 g en era lly  
amounted to le s s J h a n  £ 2 ,0 0 0 .  S e e  B r ia n  J H a r r is o n ,D r in k  And The  
V ic to r ia n s :  The Tem perance Question in England 181 t r r n f / ?

( London 1971) p p .21 , 105,108.



f ig u re  of £ 2 5 5  is at best m is leading and in fact a d is to rtion  of the

Society»s financial cap ab ilit ies . D u ring  periods of high excitement

expenditures shot up out of all p ropo rtion  to the normal y e a r ly

outflow. F o r  instance expenditures in the ye a rs  between the end

of the apprenticeship  system and the height of the F r e e  Church

C o n tro v ersy  (1838 -1845 ) averaged only about £ 1 4 5  and d ire c t ly

re f le c t  the re la t iv e  absence of rea l  popular enthusiasm. T h is  was

due p r im a r i ly  to the lack of any issue o r  program m e capable of

capturing  the imagination of the public  and the preoccupation of the

Socie ty  and the movement as a whole with its  in ternal d i f f ic u lt ie s

(Ch. 4). On the o ther hand the y e a rs  immediately p r e c e d in g  and

fo llow ing  this per iod  when important issues w e re  at stake saw
2

expenditures of £ 6 9 3  and £ 5 0 3  re s p e c t iv e ly .  S in ce  a g rea t  deal 

of the money collected was by small subscrip tions the r e la t iv e  

income and expenditures a re  an indication of the popular support and 

enthusiasm the Soc ie ty  was able to exc ite . But although the S o c ie ty  

attempted to arouse the sympathy of the mass of the population it 
n ever depended upon them fo r  d ire c t  financial support. S u bscrip tions  

w e re  g en era lly  rece ived  from the a lread y  converted  element of the 

middle c lasses in p roportion  to the seriousness of the cause and the 

amount of e ffo rt  expended. T h is  is borne out by comparing the 

subscrip tions fo r  the ye a rs  1840 and 1847. In 1840, 235 sub­

s c r ib e rs  donated just o ve r  £ 1 2 9 .  In 1847, 178 su b scr ib e rs  gave  

almost the same amount. At f i r s t  glance the f inances during  the 

period  of the campaign to end apprenticeship  seem to con trad ic t this  

p r in c ip le .  T h e  l is t  of su b scr ib e rs  fo r  the y e a r  1838 numbers 178 and 

they supplied only about £ 8 8  to the G. E .  S .  t re a s u ry .  T h is ,  how eve r,  

is v e ry  m isleading because it was at this time that the  L a d ie s

2 G. E .  S .  Annual R eports  1 8 3 5 -4 7 ,  see abs trac ts  o f the
T r e a s u r e r s  Account which a r e  included at the end of each  
R eport.
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A u x i l ia ry  held two anti s lave ry  b aza ars  in Glasgow and K ilm arn ock  

and out of the proceeds of £ 4 1 5 .  15s. 6^d. it donated to the G. E .  S.

£2 2 7 .  12s. 10^d. Thus instead of depending on subscrip tions as 

such the Soc ie ty  tapped this same m id d le -c lass  support in d ire c t ly  

but no less successfu lly . N e v e r th e le s s  on the average  between the 

y ea rs  1834 and 1847 the Socie ty  could depend on almost one hundred  

and s ixty  y e a r ly  co n tr ibu ters . It was on the basis of such sub­

scr ip t io n s  that the Socie ty  was fo rced  to regu la te  its  pub lic  a c t iv ity  and 

consequently its  effectiveness.

Although subscrip tion  money was the foundation upon which  

the G. E .  S . was fo rced  to Operate there  w e re  o ther sources of 

revenue , less re l ia b le  but occasionally  quite ben efic ia l.  A ll  
through the 1830 ’s the L ad ies  A u x i l ia ry  Socie ty  donated money to 

its  t re a s u ry .  In all between 1834 and 1840 they w e re  to p ro v id e  

the Soc ie ty  w ith £ 4 3 3 .  7s. 10^d. T h is  was of great im portance to the 

Socie ty  and enabled it to employ George Thompson and mount the anti 

apprenticesh ip  campaign (Ch. 3) which with the exception of the Penny  

O ffe r in g  in 1852 (Ch. V I pp. 199-208) w ere  the only two successful 
p ro jec ts  of any consequence which the Soc ie ty  undertook. Had  

it not been fo r  the contributions of £ 2 2 7 .  12s. 10^d. from the L ad ies  

Auxil ia ry  in 1838 the G. E .  S . would have found i ts e lf  not £ 2 2 0 .  1 3s. 

in debt but £ 4 4 8 .  5s. 10^d. in debt. T h is  would have placed the 

organ iza tion  in a very  d iff icu lt  position and no doubt would have 

stif led  any ac t iv ity  at all fo r  several yea rs .  Another less lu c ra t iv e  

but s til l  s ign ificant source of income was derived  from  the sa le  of 

t ickets  to public meetings and the co llections made at the door at 

th e ir  conclusion. The  amounts ranged from a ra th e r  p itifu l  
£ 1 .1  2s. 3d. co llected at a pub lic  m eeting on January 10, 1 840 to a

3 Ib id . 1838, see the ab s trac t of the T r e a s u r e r s  Account.
Annual R eport of the Glasgow L a d ie s  A u x i l ia ry  Em ancipation
Socie ty  July 31 . 1 8 3 9 . see abs trac t of the T r e a s u r e r s  Account.
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s izab le  £1 32. 18s. 3d. col Iected fo r  t icke ts  at the O ctober 1 3 , 1863
4meeting to re c e iv e  H enry  W ard  B e ech e r. N o rm a lly  l i t t le  was 

collected at the door o r  by the sa le  of t icke ts  to the public meetings. 

H o w e v e r ,  the prom ise of a speech by Thompson, O 'C o n n e l l ,

Douglass o r  B eecher a lways brought in m ore than enough money to
5

meet expenses. Another form of revenue was d e r ived  occasionally  

from  donations from sm alle r  a n t is la v e ry  soc ieties  and other o rg an iza t io n s .  
D uring  the per iod  between M arch 1 , 1836 and M arch 1 3 ,1 8 3 7 ,

£ 1 0 4 .  18s. 6d. was rece ived  from  seven d if fe ren t  an t is la v e ry  

o rg an iza t io n s , the la rg es t being a donation of £ 5 0  from  the F r ie n d s
g

of Emancipation in M anchester. In o ther  yea rs  sums w ere  rece ived  

from a n t is la v e ry  societies in F a l k i r k ,  Ham ilton and the F r ie n d s  of
7

F r e e  E m ig ra t io n  contributed £ 1 0 0  between the y e a rs  1844 and 1848.

A  small group known as the Socie ty  fo r  R e lig ious  Purposes which met in 

W a rd la w 's  G eorge S t .  Chapel was a re g u la r  co n tr ib u to r  in the 1830 's

4 G. E .  S .  Annual Report 1840 , see the abs trac t of the T r e a s u r e r s  
Account.
G. E .  S .  Cash Book I I ,  15 O cto ber 1863.

5 G. E .  S .  Annual R eport 1834, 1835 , 1837, 1847.
G . E .  S .  Cash Book I ,  3 O cto ber 1846, 30 O cto ber 1846, I I ,
1f> O ctober 1863. it is in te re s tin g  to note that of the £ 2 .  4s. 7d. 
collected  at the 1844 Adjourned Annual Meeting in Rev. 
A n derson 's  John S t .  Chapel 2s. 6d. was "bad s i lv e r "  o r  
counterfe it  money. H o w e v e r ,  instead of m ere ly  ignoring  
this sum it was duly entered  into the scrupulously kept 
Cash Book and subtracted from  the total co llection  of the  
meeting. S ee  G. E .  S .  Cash Book I ,  3 August 1844. G. E .  S .  
Annual R eport 1844, abs trac t of the T r e a s u r e r s  Account.

6 Ib id ,  1837 , abstrac t of the T r e a s u r e r s  Account. A n tis la v e ry  
soc ie ties  from N e w c a s t le ,  P a is le y ,  N o rth  S h ie ld s ,  South  
S h ie ld s ,  L e ic e s te r  and S t i r l in g  donated somewhat sm a lle r  
sums.

7 Ib id , 1844, abs trac t of the T r e a s u r e r s  Account.
G. E .  S .  Cash Book 1, 25 July 1844 , 29 July 1844, 12 Septem ber  
1846, 26 January 1848. The  F r ie n d s  of F r e e  Em igra tion  was  
the pseudonym under which the W est India Association  of Glasgow  
contributed funds to the G. E .  S .  S e e  Minutes o f  the W est India  
A ssocia tion  of Glasgow I ,  25 July 1844, 8 Septem ber 18^6,
1 9 January 1848.

235



though a fte r  the dispute in 1840-1 they ceased to g ive a id . A nother  

source of income was gleaned from  the sa le  of pub lication s though 

th is  revenue tended to flu c tu a te  w ild ly  from  y e a r to y e a r . In

1 8 3 5 -6  fo r  exam ple only £ 2 .  2s. 4d. was re c e iv e d  from  the sale  of 

w ritte n  m ateria l w hereas  in 1 8 4 5 -7  d uring  the F r e e  C hurch C o n tro v ersy  

£ 1 5 2 . 16s. 7d. was rece ive d  from  the sa le  of pam phlets, most notably
9

by Thomas C la rks o n  and W .C . W rig h t. In general how ever v e ry  

l i t t le  was brought in in th is m anner though during  periods  of popular 

in te re s t s ig n ific a n tly  m ore money was rece ive d . ^  A fte r  1851 when 

the S o c ie ty  lost its  d r iv e  and the movement was c le a r ly  losing support 

all of the a fo re  mentioned sources o f incom e n e a rly  d rie d  up. The  

most im portant e lem ent, that of s u b s crip tio n s , dw indled to almost 

nothing w ith annual total co llec tio n s  amounting to g e n e ra lly  less  

than £ 4 0  and often much le s s , thus re fle c tin g  the general apathy 

which had o vertaken  the movement.

W h ereas  the revenue o f the S o c ie ty  was atta ined  from  a 

v a r ie ty  of sou rces  its  expend itu res w e re  d ire c te d  m ainly tow ards the 

expenses of pub lic  m eetings and m ore im portan tly  tow ards the 

pub lication  o f a n tis la v e ry  propaganda. An exception to th is  was 

the money paid out to Thompson between 1834 and 1837 during his  

stin t as the S o c ie ty 's  paid le c tu re r . In a l l ,  he was paid  £ 6 4 2 . 10s. 
by the G. E . S . and was the biggest s in g le  expend itu re  during  the 

1830 's . H o w e v e r, between 1834 and 1840 the S o c ie ty  spent 

£ 6 9 1 . 6s. 8d. on p r in tin g , a d v e rtis in g  and new spapers. T h is  does

8 G. E . S . Annual R ep o rt 1838 , 1839 , 1840. S ee  ab s trac t o f the 
T r e a s u r e r  Account

9 Ib id , 1847 , ab s trac t o f the T re a s u re rs  Account
G .E .  S . M inute Book IV .  17 O cto b er 1845 , 5 Novem ber 1845.

10 F o r  exam ple in 1837 and 1838 £ 2 4 . 10s. 3^d. and £ 2 8 . 8s. 6^d. 
w e re  d e rived  by the sales of pub lica tion s  w hereas  in 1839 and 
1843, £ 3 .  7s. 3^d. and £ 0 .  4s . 4d. w e re  rece ive d  in th is  m anner. 
S ee  G. E . S . Annual R eport 1837 , 1838 , 1839 , 1843 , ab s trac t 
of the T re a s u re rs  Account.

0

236



not include the expenses of the p u b lic  m eetings o r  the p e titio n s  

sent to P a rlia m e n t which ran  to w e ll  o ve r £ 2 0 0 . Betw een 1840 

and 1851 £ 8 9 9 .2 s .  7^d. was spent on p r in tin g , a d v ertis in g  and 

new spapers the la rg e s t exp end itu re  between 1845 and 1847 when 

£ 2 6 6 . 14s. 6d. was used in th is  f ie ld . Expenses fo r  pub lic  m eetings  

amounted to w ell o ve r £ 3 4 0  w ith the most being spent between 1845 

and 1847 when £ 2 2 4 . 2s. O^d. was e x p e n d e d .^  A fte r  1851 w ith  

revenues at a vas tly  reduced state, expenditu res w ere  p ro p o rtio n a l ly 

cut and g e n e ra lly  less than £ 4 0 . T h e re fo re  the exp end itu res  o f the 

S o cie ty  i l lu s tra te  what has a lre a d y  become ap p aren t, i . e .  that the 

S o c ie ty  depended on le c tu re s , pub lic  m eetings and the p re s s  to en­

lis t  the support of the people in o rd e r  to fu r th e r  its  o b je c tiv e s . In 

the 1850*s when the movement moved out of the pub lic  m eeting h a lls  

and into the d raw in g  rooms of the upper c lass  due to the influence of 

H a r r ie t  B eecher S tow e the G. E . S . as a society became less  

im portant and its  support dw indled to the loyal hard  co re  of local 
ab o litio n is ts . It  is a moot point to co n s id er what might have been 

its  re la t iv e  e ffec tiven ess  had the S o c ie ty  been ab le  to expend m ore  

money because although a n tis la v e ry  fee lin g  had not died out in G lasgow , 

support fo r  o rg an iza tio n a l a n tis la v e ry  had c e rta in ly  dec lined . T h is  

was no doubt due to the S o c ie ty*s  a lie n a tio n  from  the C h u rch es , the 

incessent in tern a l b icke rin g  between the v a rio u s  a n tis la v e ry  so c ie ties  

and its  in a b ility  to achieve even a modicum of success against the 

in s titu tio n  o f s la v e ry . Loss of pub lic  support meant loss of 

financia l support w ith a consequent re s tr ic t io n  on the S o c ie ty *s  a b ility  

to inform  the pu b lic  and prom ote its  cause. S in ce  these w e re  the two 

main reasons fo r  the ex istence of the G .E .  S . as such it is obvious  

that a fa ilu re  in finances fo re c a s t a d ec lin e  and eventual te rm ination  of its  

a c tiv it ie s . But the fa ilu r e  in financing  was m ere ly  a symptom and not

11 Ib id , 1834 -47 , abstract of the T re a s u re rs  Account

237



a cause of the dec line of the Em ancipation S o c ie ty . Why it

d e te r io ra te d  and eventua lly  went out of ex is tence  w ill be d iscussed(B elow
pp. 247 -  ,9 ) but the fa ilu re  to secu re  adequate financing  was no

m ore than reasonab le  when o ther fa c to rs  a re  taken into co n s id era tio n .

The ro le  and p a rtic ip a tio n  of women in the G lasgow a n tis la v e ry

movement was at tim es v ita l to the G. E . S . and at o th e r tim es

re la tiv e ly  unim portant. The L a d ie s  A u x ilia ry  Em ancipation  S o c ie ty

had been founded by G eorge Thompson on January 8 , 1834 and

throughout the 1830>s th is soc iety  had p layed  an im portant ro le

in help ing to finance the opera tions of the G. E . S . T h e re  is a

bas ic  d iffe re n c e  between th is  soc iety  and the two subsequent fem ale

a n tis la v e ry  so c ie ties  in G lasgow. It  was o rgan ized  as the G lasgow
L a d ie s  A u x ilia ry  Em ancipation S o c ie ty  in aid of the G lasgow

1 2Em ancipation S o c ie ty . Its  purpose th e re fo re  was to g ive ass istance

and be subordinate to the G. E . S . and lik e  the G .E .  S . it was founded

on a p u re ly  hum anitarian  bas is . H o w e v e r, when the G. E . S . sp lit
in 1840-1 on ideological grounds th is  r i f t  c a r r ie d  o v e r into the

fem ale society  but in th is  case it was the anti G a rris o n  fac tio n  that

re ta in ed  co n tro l. Subsequently a new fem ale society  was form ed

ca lled  the G lasgow  Fem ale  A nti S la v e ry  which was founded on
ideological ra th e r  than hum anitarian  grounds and which was v e ry

pro  G a rris o n . The L a d ie s  A u x ilia ry  S o c ie ty  soon went out of

existence and ceased to help the G. E . S . f in a n c ia lly . F ro m  th is

point it was the new fem ale society that was the im portant fa c to r

in G lasgow  and th is was a com pletely sep ara te  society from  the

G. E . S . though the two so c ie ties  w e re  in com plete harm ony id eo lo g ica lly .

The purpose of th is  society was not to ra is e  funds fo r  the G .E .  S . as

had been the L a d ie s  A u x ilia ry  but to w ork to ta lly  independently fo r
1 3the abo lition  of s la v e ry  in the U n ited  S ta te s . To th is  end the  

12 G. E . S . M inute Book I ,  8 January 1834

1 3 Second Annual R eport of T h e  G lasgow Fem ale  Anti S la v e ry
S o c ie ty  (G lasgow  1843) p. 4.
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women concentrated  th e ir  e ffo rts  in sending p a rc e ls  of c lo th in g ,

goods and some money to the Boston A nti S la v e ry  B a z a a r. Betw een

1843 and 1852 they co llected  and sent w ell o ve r £1 ,000  w orth  of

goods to the B a z a a r and o rg an ized  a p e titio n  to the f re e  women of

A m e ric a  of some 4 5 ,0 0 0  s ignatures to be put on d isp lay  at the

B a z a a r . These co n trib u tio n s , along w ith s im ila r  con tribu tions

from  many o th er B r it is h  fem ale a n tis la v e ry  so c ie ties  w ere  of m ajor
im portance to the success o f the B a z a a r which in turn was the

la rg e s t s ing le  source of income fo r  G a rr is o n 's  M assachusetts
14Anti S la v e ry  S o c ie ty . T h is  new fem ale society was made up 

m ostly o f the w ives of the men in the G. E . S . and they w e re  to 

fo llo w  the lead of the m en's society in all m atters  of p o lic y . T h is  

included the a ttack  on the F r e e  Church as w ell as the G a rris o n ia n  

cry  of "No Union W ith  S la v e h o ld e rs " . H o w e v e r, in 1850 at the 

instiga tion  of R ev. J .W . C . Pennington n ine o f the members of th is  

society b roke o ff ,  again on ideological grounds, and form ed the 

Glasgow  F em ale  A ssociation  fo r  the A b o litio n  o f S la v e ry  w h ich , 

along w ith  the New  A ssocia tion  fo r  the A b o litio n  of S la v e ry ,  w ere  

resp o n s ib le  fo r  in v itin g  H a r r ie t  B eecher S tow e to Scotland  in 1853  

(Ch.VI pp.198-202).Thus the lad ies o r  at least some o f them had come 

fu ll c ir c le .  The  new women's o rg an iza tio n  opposed the p o lic ie s  of

14 Ib id , p. 11
F o u rth  Annual R eport of The G lasgow Fem ale  Ant? S la v e ry  
S o c ie ty  (G lasgow  1845) pp. 3 ,1 1 .
F ifth  Annual R eport o f the G lasgow F em ale  Anti S la v e ry  
S o cie ty  (G lasgow  1846) pp. 3 , 4 ,  11.
S ix th  Annual R eport o f The G lasgow F em ale  Ant? S la v e ry  
S o cie ty  (G lasgow  1851) pp. 3 , 4 ,  16 . 28.
B r it is h  F r ie n d , Novem ber 1848 , D ecem ber 1852 
N ineteen th  Annual R eport P re s e n te d  To  T h e  M assachusetts  
A nti S la v e ry  S o c ie ty  By Its  B oard  o f M anagers , January 22 1851 
(Boston 1851) pp. 67 , 69.

15 S ix th  Annual R eport o f The G lasgow Fem ale  A nti S la v e ry  
S o c ie ty  p. 6.
E s tlin  P a p e rs , M ic ro film  M 7 4 2 , Anti S la v e ry  C a u s e , p. 1.
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If

G a rris o n  as had the o rig in a l L a d ie s  A u x ilia ry  in 1841 but as in the

case of the movement in general they w ere  weak and e s s e n tia lly

in e ffe c tiv e . F o r  the most p a rt and again at the instiga tion  o f R ev.

Pennington they channelled th e ir  e n e rg ies  into p ro v id in g  boxes fo r
1 6the New  Y o rk  V ig ila n c e  Com m ittee.

A t th is  point the fem ale a n tis la v e ry  movement should be put 

into p e rs p e c tiv e  as to its  re la t iv e  im portance in the G lasgow  a n ti­

s la v e ry  movement as a w hole. It is tru e  that the women con tribu ted  

badly needed funds in the 1830 's  and w ithout th e ir  support the G. E . S . 

would most c e rta in ly  have been in bad s tra its  f in a n c ia lly . A lso  in 

the 1840 's  and p a rt  of the 1850 's  they fa ith fu lly  sent p a rc e ls  to the 

v ario u s  B a z a a rs  held in A m erica  and kept up a constant lia iso n  w ith  

c o -a g ita to rs  holding s im ila r  v iew s. H o w e v e r, it was alw ays the 

men's society  that took the lead and kept the movement a liv e . The  

women held few  pub lic  m eetings and even these w ere  dom inated by 

the men. T h e re  can be no doubt w hatsoever that even if the fem ale  

soc ie ties  had n ever been o rg an ized  the m en's society would have  

existed  and would have undoubtably fo llow ed the same p o lic ie s  it 

u ltim ate ly  did . The women helped o r  fo llow ed . Both the L a d ie s  

A u x ilia ry  and the G lasgow Fem ale  A ssoc ia tion  fo r  the A b o lition  

of S la v e ry  w ere  short lived  o rg an iza tio n s  once they abandoned 

th e ir  connection w ith the G. E . S . W ithout being under the auspices  

of an ac tiv e  m ale o rg an iza tio n  the fem ale a n tis la v e ry  so c ie ties  in 

Glasgow qu ickly  d e te r io ra te d  into in s ig n ifican ce . T h is  was not 

n e c e s s a rily  v a lid  in o th er p a rts  of S cotland  as in Ed inburgh  w here

the p ro  G a rris o n  fem ale society was much m ore ac tive  in the e a r ly
1 71850 's  than its  anti G a rris o n  male co u n te rp a rt. T h is  can be 

linked to the zeal and almost fanatica l support these so c ie ties  gave 

to G a rris o n . The lead ers  of so c ie ties  which supported G a rris o n  

n e c e s s a rily  had to be rad ica l if not fan a tic s  and as such they w ere

16 E s tlin  P a p e rs , Ib id . S ix th  Annual R ep o rt of T h e  G lasgow  
F em a le  Ant? S la v e ry  S o c ie ty , p. 6.

17 R ic e , " T h e  S co ttish  F a c to r  In T h e  F ig h t A gainst A m erican  
S la v e ry " ,  p p .3 9 0 -1 .
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w illin g  to expend e ffo rt to keep the movement a liv e  long a f te r  it had 

ceased to be e ffe c tiv e . F in a l ly ,  it was the G. E . S . , not the wom en's  

so c ie ties  that was the h eart of the a n tis la v e ry  strugg le  in the W est 

of S cotland  and as such the women w e re  e s s en tia lly  o f secondary  

im portance. N e v e rth e le s s  they did take p a r t  and w ere  at tim es  

instrum ental in help ing the G. E . S . c a r r y  out its  a c tiv it ie s .

The C h a rtis ts  in G lasgow took a sho rt but v e ry  im portan t 

ro le  in the h is to ry  o f the G. E . S . In essence the two movements w ere  

poles ap a rt but they did have s u p e rfic ia l s im ila r it ie s . In an e ra  of 
re fo rm  and ra d ica l ag itation  punctuated by y e a rs  of social and

in d u stria l d is tre s s  C h artism  prov ided  a v eh ic le  fo r  the exp ress io n
* 18of pent up g rievances and a s p ira tio n s  of the w ork in g  c lasses.

A n tis la v e ry  ag ita tion  was a s im ila r  v eh ic le  fo r  the m iddle and upper 

classes along w ith  o ther "resp e c ta b le "  movements such as the A nti 
C orn L a w  League. In th is way they could avoid acknow ledging the 

tru th  behind the C h a rtis t  movement which would have been detrim enta l 

to th e ir  well being and the p o litic a l pow er they held . Both move­
ments sought social re fo rm  through p o litic a l means. F u r th e r ,  the 

two movements w ere  b a s ic a lly  e g a lita r ia n  in th e ir  ideals  as w ell 

as th e ir  u ltim ate  goals. But here  the s im ila r ity  ends fo r  w h ile  the  

C h a rtis ts  may have been p o lit ic a lly  incompetent they w e re  a rea l 

and imminent th rea t to the pow er of the m iddle and upper c lasses .

T h e ir  demand fo r  u n iversa l su ffrag e  went rig h t to the h e a rt of p o litic a l 

p ow er. T h is  coupled w ith  the huge ra l l ie s  on G lasgow G re e n , the 

potential to v io lence and the harangues of F e a rg u s  O 'C onnor makes 

it no wonder that the m iddle c lasses gave them prec ious  l i t t le  

support. On the o ther hand, the lead ersh ip  and membership of the  

G. E . S . w ere  not only p o lit ic a lly  astute but in severa l cases  

p o lit ic a lly  p o w erfu l. F e w  men could object to th e ir  goal no m atter

18 W ils o n , The C h a rtis t  Movement In S c o tla n d , p. 266
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how d iff ic u lt  o r rem ote it appeared . T h e  C h a rtis ts  them selves

condemned s la v e ry  (Ch. IV  p .139) ju s t as they would have condemned

child  beating o r  cannibalism  had they been prom inent issues of

the day. The ab o litio n is ts  had an inoCCuous issue which appealed

to those w ith p o litic a l pow er w h ile  the C h a rtis ts  had a pow erfu l

issue appealing  to the p o lit ic a lly  inoCCuous. C h artism  was a p o litic a l

answ er to a m ultitude of intim ate social and economic prob lem s and

it is no s u rp ris e  that its  fo llow ing  became fru s tra te d  because those

w ith p o litic a l pow er seemed to be m ore in te res ted  in the lib e rty  of

the b lack s lave  thousands of miles away w h ile  a ll around them gross

inequa lity  flo u ris h e d . It is tru e  that m embers of the G. E . S . a lso

belonged to o th e r benevolent o rg an iza tio n s  m ore lo ca lly  o rie n ta te d
(F o r  d e ta ils  see Appendix I) but to the C h a rtis ts  the very  ex is tence

of an a n tis la v e ry  society was absurd ly  an ach ro n is tic  in the context

of G lasgow soc ie ty . A n o th er im portant d iffe re n c e  between the two
o rg an iza tio n s  is that the workingm en who made up the C h a rtis t movement

had been a lien a ted  from  the Churches and consequently w e re  held up to the
m iddle c la s s e s , which made up the G. E . S . , as in fid e ls  and b la s -  

1 9phem ers. C o n vers ly  the Em ancipation  S o c ie ty  was an in tensely  

re lig io u s  o rie n ta te d  o rg an iza tio n  even a f te r  many of the churches  

had ceased to support it. It is in th is  context that one must v iew  the 

re la tio n s h ip  between the C h a rtis ts  and the G. E . S . in 1 8 4 0 -1 .

T h e  p a r t ic u la rs  of the C h a rtis ts  involvem ent w ith  the G. E . S . have  

been d iscussed (Ch. IV  pp. 1 3 9 -4 0 , 1 5 0 -3 . Ch. V  pp. 1 6 0 -1 ) though its  s ig n i-  

ficance  is b e tte r  v iew ed in light of the e n tire  h is to ry  of the S o c ie ty  ra th e r  

than re s tr ic t in g  it to the p erio d  in which it o cc u rre d . It is obvious

19 F a u lk n e r , C h artism  and the C hurches p. 1 6. The  C h a rtis ts  
w e re  not ir re lig io u s  but sim ply d isa ffec ted  w ith the churches  
in ex is tence . To  compensate fo r  th is  they set up th e ir  own 
church f ir s t  in S cotland  and la te r  in England. S ee  J. L .
Hammond and B a rb a ra  Hammond, T h e  Age O f The C h a rtis ts
1 8 3 2 -1 8 5 4 . A  Study of D iscontent (London 1930) pp. 2 1 7 -8 ,
2 4 6 -7 ,  251.
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from  the re a c tio n s  of those in attendance at the vario u s  pub lic

m eetings o f the S o c ie ty  that they w e re  not in sympathy w ith  the goals

of the C h a rtis ts . It is ju s t as obvious that the two pub lic  m eetings
20dominated by the C h a rtis ts  w ere  only p e r ip h e ra lly  concerned w ith  

a n tis la v e ry . T h e  s e c re ta r ie s  had used C h a rtis t  support to ach ieve  

a lim ited  o b jec tive  (G. E . S . endorsem ent of the A . A . S . S . ) and had 

had no p lans to re c ru it  th e ir  perm anent support. T h is  had a lien a ted  

a la rg e  segment o f the m oderate elem ent in the S o c ie ty  w hich u ltim a te ly  

resu lted  in a loss of popular as w ell as financia l support. T h is  loss  

of fin an c ia l support became esp e c ia lly  im portant during  the F r e e  

Church C o n tro v e rs y . T h is  is v iv id ly  illu s tra te d  when it is  rem em bered  

that in F e b ru a ry  of 1847 the S o c ie ty  found Its e lf  £ 1 4 7 . 15s. 10d. in debt 

and was alm ost fo rced  to suspend o p era tio n s  w h ile  try in g  to pay it o ff.
In 1838 a fte r  the campaign to end apprenticesh ip  it had been In debt 
m ore than £ 2 2 0  and yet had c a r r ie d  on despite  the much la rg e r  debt.

In 1838 the S o c ie ty  could depend upon a w id e r basis o f fin an c ia l 

support than they could in 1847. T ru e  it was the support fo r  the 

rad ica l p o lic ie s  of G a rris o n  that had been the essence of the  

ideological d ispute but the p a rtic ip a tio n  of the C h a rtis ts  a lien ated  those  

that could have sim ply ignored G a rris o n . In tru th  G a rris o n  could  

have been dism issed by the rank and f i le  of the S o c ie ty  because  

t itu la r  approval o f a man in Boston was not an insurm ountable  

obstacle to men of the c a lib e r  o f W a rd la w , Heugh and P a ton . H o w e v e r, 
by en lis tin g  the support of the C h a rtis ts  and associating  them w ith the 

S o cie ty  the s e c re ta r ie s  had brought in a d istastefu l elem ent which  

would have proved  v e ry  d iff ic u lt  if  not Im possible to overcom e. Once 

disaffected  they turned into b itte r  c r it ic s  o f the S o c ie ty  and could  

h ard ly  have been expected to re tu rn  to the fo ld  when o th er a n tis la v e ry

20 The C h a rtis ts  dominated the G. E . S . pub lic  m eetings of 16 A p ril 
1841 and 27 A p ril 1841. S ee  Ch. IV  pp. 151 -3 .
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issues came to the fo re . C a th e rin e  P a to n , the w ife  of A ndrew  P a to n ,

w ro te  of them in 1847 :

"T h e  c le rg y  who d eserted  in 1841 s till re ta in  th e ir  
enm ity , and now that they can no longer control the  
society  in p u b lic , do all they can to in ju re  us in p r iv a te ,  
th e ir  vocation g iv ing them g rea t scope in that w ay , 
leading cap tive  s illy  wom en, not to mention s illy  men.
You know from  exp erien ce  that d e s e rte rs  (c le r ic a l 
ones es p e c ia lly ) a re  a lw ays the w ors t kind of e n e m ie s .. .  "

T h e  C h a rtis ts  w ere  th e re fo re  to a d eg ree  respo ns ib le  fo r  the in itia l

s p lit in the S o c ie ty  and the la te r  form ation  of the G lasgow N ew

A ssocia tion  fo r  the A b o lition  o f S la v e ry  in the e a r ly  1850 's  (C h .V I
pp. 1 9 7 -9 ).

T h is  thesis  does not suppose to put the anti s la v e ry  and 

C h a rtis t  movements in G lasgow  on an equal footing . N e ith e r  does 

it seek to g ive the G. E . S . undue im portance at the expense of the  

C h a rtis ts . P ro p o rtio n a l ly the C h a rtis t  movement was vas tly  la rg e r  

and o f much g re a te r  im port to the a re a . It was the C h a rtis ts  that 

in fluenced the G. E . S . and not the re v e rs e . The C h a rtis ts  w ere  a 

rea l and p o s itiv e  th rea t to the ex is tin g  balance of society w hereas the 

G. E . S . was in essence a negative  p ro tes t against a rem ote system. 

Had the C h a rtis t movement f lo u ris h e d  it is h ighly doubtful that it 

would have continued to a c tiv e ly  in fluence the Em ancipation S o c ie ty  

sim ply because of the basic d iffe re n c e s  which separated  the two 

movements. P ro tra c te d  p a rtic ip a tio n  by the C h a rtis ts  in the a ffa irs  

of the G. E . S . would undoubtedly have led to an e a r ly  d isso lu tion  

of the S o c ie ty . As has been said(Ch.V.pp.160-1)their rec ru itm e n t had 

m erely  been a tem porary  m easure which the s e c re ta r ie s  had used to 

gain control o f the d ire c tio n  and p o lic ie s  of the S o c ie ty . A fte r  the  

C h a rtis ts  had served  th e ir  usefu lness the pow er s tru c tu re  of the 

S o c ie ty  qu ickly  made it obvious that any fu r th e r  p a rtic ip a tio n  on

21 W eston P a p e rs , M .S .  A . 9. 2. vo l. 23 p. 19 , C a th e rin  Paton  
to ? , 1 A p ril 1847.
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th e ir  p a rt would be unwelcome and the two groups ceased co­

o pera tion . It is c le a r  that although Smeal used the C h a rtis ts  he 

would not s u ffe r to have them take o v e r control o f the S o c ie ty  and the 

bad recep tion  g iven to one of th e ir  le a d e rs , the Rev. P a tr ic k  B re w s te r ,  

at the Annual M eeting in 1841 (Ch. V ,  pp. 160 -1 ) c e rta in ly  could not 

have d isp leased  him. As it happened th is  was fo rtu n a te  fo r  the 

G. E . S . fo r had it continued to re ly  on o r  accept C h a rtis t p a rtic ip a tio n  

it undoubtably would have exp erien ced  a s im ila r  fa te  during  the mid 

1840!s. C h a rtis t enthusiasm  was on the wane and it is  lik e ly  that 

a close a ff i l ia t io n  between the two groups would have prevented  any 

ac tive  e ffo rt against the F r e e  Church a few  y e a rs  la te r  as by that 

tim e the C h a rtis t  movement was dorm ant. Thus by sev erin g  connections  

the S o c ie ty  had saved its e lf  and was able to continue to p a rt ic ip a te  

in the a n tis la v e ry  movement.
As has been made c le a r  a n tis la v e ry  sentim ent flo u rish e d  

ch ie fly  amongst the m iddling and s m a lle r businessmen w ith  only  

m ore o r  less nominal leadersh ip  from  the lib e ra l minded b u rg h er  

a r is to c ra c y  (Ch. 2). T h is  is tru e  not only in the f ie ld  of a n tis la v e ry  

soc ie ties  but in countless o th er lik e  o rg an iza tio n s  which when 

combined together show the g reat concern o f that elem ent which was 

try in g  to re fo rm  a w o rld  beset w ith seem ingly unsolvable problem s  

brought on by the in d u s tria l revo lu tio n . In an atm osphere which  

preached s e lf-h e lp  as opposed to governm ent in te rfe re n c e  the only  

way to ach ieve the needed re fo rm s  was through p h ila n th ro p ic  and 

ch a rita b le  o rg an iza tio n s . As p rev io u s ly  stated (Ch. I ,  p. 12) th ere  

w ere  l i te r a l ly  thousands of these groups of which the a n tis la v e ry  

soc ie ties  made up only a v e ry  small p o rtio n . F o rd  K. B row n points  

out in his book F a th e rs  of the V ic to r ia n s  that th ere  w ere  so c ie ties

11. . . to im p ro ve , to e n fo rc e , to re fo rm , to b e n e fit, to 
p re v e n t, to r e lie v e , to educate , to re c la im , to encourage, 
to p ro ro g a te , to m ain ta in , to p rom ote, to p ro v id e  fo r ,  
to sup port, to e ffe c t, to b e tte r , to in s tru c t, to p ro te c t,
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to sup ercede , to em ploy, to c iv i l iz e ,  to v is i t ,  to 
p re s e rv e , to c o n v e rt, to m itig a te , to ab o lish , to 
in v e s tig a te , to p u b lish , to a id , to extingu ish . "22

T h e  men p a rtic ip a tin g  in these o rg an iza tio n s  d es ired  to im prove

society  in o rd e r  to ach ieve a b e tte r  w o rld . T h is  "w o rld  b e tte r in g '1

philosophy was probably  c a r r ie d  to its  u ltim ate  conclusion with

the founding o f c o -o p e ra tiv e  and O w en ite  s o c ia lis t communities which

had such an in fluence in the a re a  of re fo rm  in the 1 8 2 0 's , 3 0 's , and

4 0 's . These groups w e re  the logical extension of the m iddle and

upper c lass  b e lie f that society could be changed and im proved if
ind iv idu a ls  o r  groups of ind iv idu a ls  would only help them selves

23through edu cation , c o -o p e ra tio n  and determ in ation . One of the

most im portant m ovem ents, tem perance, was not only a goal but a

v ita l ing red ien t in th is  e n tire  re fo rm is t a c tiv ity . Tem perance o r

the abstinence from  strong d rin k  was the key to im proving the
whole of s o c ie ty , o r  at leas t so it was assumed. L e a d e rs  o f th is
movement w e re  involved in all s o rts  of o th e r re fo rm is t  w ork not the

24
leas t of which was the a n tis la v e ry  movement. A g a in , education was 

fundamental to th is  d r iv e  fo r  im provem ent as it was fe lt  that the 

enlightened and educated mind could not help but to seek fo r  im prove­

ment in the condition of soc ie ty .

U n derstandab ly  m embers o f D issen tin g  C hurches p layed a 

la rg e  ro le  in the B r it is h  re fo rm  movement. B a s ic a lly  the D isse n te rs  

w ere  d is s a tis fie d  w ith the E s tab lish ed  C hurch and consequently the 

estab lished  o rd e r  of s o c ie ty , the two going hand in hand. O f course  

d issa tis fa c tio n  w ith the ex is tin g  o rd e r  is  the essence of any re fo rm

22 B ro w n , F a th e rs  of the V ic to r ia n s  p. 328

23 R. G. G a rn e tt, C o -o p e ra tio n  and the O w enite  s o c ia lis t  
com m unities in B r i ta in ,  1 8 2 5 -4 5 . (M anchester U n iv e rs ity  
P re s s  1971). pp. 1 -6 0 , 1 3 0 -5 9 .

24 H a r r is o n , D r in k  and the V ic to r ia n s  p. 174 S ee  T a b le  4.
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ag ita tion  and consequently it is not s u rp ris in g  to find  m embers of 

these sects leading and dom inating many re fo rm  o rg an iza tio n s . 

H o w e v e r, th ere  w ere  E v a n g e lic a ls  both in the C hurch o f England  

and the C hurch o f S cotland  who sought to accom plish change w ith in  

the system  the most notable being W illia m  W ilb e r fo rc e  and Hannah  

M ore in England and Stevenson M a c G ill, Thomas C halm ers and 

W illia m  C o llin s  in S co tland . N e v e rth e le s s  the preoccupation  of the 

Church o f S cotland  w ith  its  own d iff ic u lt ie s  during the Ten  Y e a rs  

C o n flic t even on the p a rt of its  g rea t le a d e r , Thomas C h a lm e rs , who 

had been c lo se ly  associated  w ith social re fo rm  in ev itab ly  d is tra c te d  

the E stab lishm ent E v a n g e lic a ls  from  social issues fo r  a tim e. Thus  

it was g e n e ra lly  the members of the D issenting  C h u rch es , esp ec ia lly  

in S c o tla n d , who took the most ac tive  ro le s  in the a re a  o f social 

re fo rm  ag ita tio n .

In the whole fie ld  of re fo rm  it was the m em bers of the m iddle  

classes who w e re  the basis and the backbone of the e ffo r t .  It was 

th e ir  b e lie f  in p ro g re s s , in ev ita b le  p ro g re s s , that caused them to 

take p a rt in th is  re fo rm is t a c tiv ity . The  b e tte r w o rld  would be 

achieved but re fo rm  of in s titu tio n s , c iv i l ,  e c c le s ia s tic a l and social 

would a c c e le ra te  this p ro cess . These men could see the enormous 

changes tak ing  p lace all around them and it was m ere ly  a m a tte r of 

channelling  th is  fo rc e  in the p ro p e r d ire c tio n  and the re s u lt would  

be benefic ia l to a ll .  T h is  attempt to channel re fo rm is t enthusiasm  

was the sole reason fo r  the ex is tence of form al o rg an iza tio n s .

Any e ffo rt which encompassed such a w ide f ie ld  of endeavour 

and-which attem pted to reshape the e n tire  society was bound to be 

confronted w ith serio u s  d iff ic u lt ie s *  T h e  estab lished  o rd e r  o f the 

ru lin g  c lass  had eve ry  reason to oppose rad ica l o r  fundamental 

changes and often confounded the re fo rm e rs  e ffo rts  by e ith e r  a 

negative  response as in th e ir  re fusal to abolish the C o rn  L aw s  till  

1846 o r  a p o s itiv e  resjaanse such as the substiti&on of apprenticesh ip
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fo r  s la v e ry  in the W est Ind ies . T h is  of course bred  fru s tra tio n  which  

in tu rn  provoked the m ore arden t re fo rm e rs  into extrem ism  and 

fan a tic ism . In turn  th is  led to d isagreem ents and dissension between  

m oderate and ex trem e re fo rm e rs . In ev ita b ly  th is  resu lted  in the 

b reak -u p  of many of the movements into contending faction s which  

w e re  seem ingly m ore in te re s te d  in attack ing  each o th er than p ro ­

moting th e ir  cause. S in ce  the so le  purpose fo r  the ex is tence o f a 

re fo rm in g  society  was to channel enthusiasm  tow ard  a tta in in g  a 

sp e c ific  goal these o rg an iza tio n s  became m ere ly  m eaningless  

appendages once these goals had been lost sight of. T h e  end re s u lt  

was no m ore than could be expected , i . e .  the d isso lu tion  and co llapse  

of the o rg an iza tio n  though not n e c e s s a rily  of the idea which had 

brought about its  ex is tence .

W ith  a ll these fa c to rs  in mind concern ing re fo rm  o rg an iza tio n s  

in general it is possib le  in the case of the G lasgow Em ancipation  

S o cie ty  to study a s p e c ific  o rg an iza tio n  to see how it com pares w ith  

the o v e ra ll scope o f re fo rm is t a c tiv ity . F i r s t  of a ll it undeniably f its  

the p a tte rn  as a "w o rld  b e tte r in g 11 o rg an iza tio n . T ru e  its  e ffo rts  w ere  

d irec ted  fu r th e r  a fie ld  than o ther m ore lo ca lly  o rien ta te d  groups but 
its  purpose was Identical in that it sought to im prove the lo t: of hum an ity , 

a lb e it a v e ry  rem ote portio n  under p e c u lia r  c ircum stances. Its  

leadersh ip  and membership w e re  w ith  few  exceptions so lid ly  of the 

m iddle c lasses and re lig io u s ly  a ff il ia te d  w ith the D issen tin g  churches. 

These men w e re  convinced that the n e g ro , given his freedom  and 

an equal chance to succeed, could pull h im self up by the bootstraps  

and successfu lly  compete in soc ie ty . T h is  could be eas ily  proved  

by pointing  to b lacks such as F re d e r ic k  Douglass and James McCune 

Sm ith who had shown th e ir  exceptional w orth  and a b ility . It was a 

dram atic  illu s tra tio n  of what could be achieved through education and 

s e lf d is c ip lin e . The G. E . S . wanted to re fo rm  not its  own local 

society but the s tru c tu re  of soc iety  in o th e r lands so that o th er
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b lacks might have the same opportun ity  of b e tte rin g  them selves as 

Sm ith and Douglass had done. F u r th e r ,  s la v e ry  was a d ire c t  

con trad ic tio n  of the general re fo rm is t  b e lie f in p ro g res s  and as such 

its  abo lition  could only give b en efic ia l re s u lts . Because of the  

G overnm ent's re fusa l a n d /o r  in a b ility  to take d ire c t action against 

s la v e ry  in a rea s  outside of its  d ire c t c o n tro l, it was up to p r iv a te  

so c ie ties  lik e  the G. E . S . to w ork independently in an attempt to 

channel popu lar revu ls io n  against the system into a co n stru c tive  

program m e which would in some m ateria l way e ffect its  o v e rth ro w .

Its  e ffo rts  w e re  unsuccessful and, tru e  to fo rm , the S o c ie ty  fo llow ed  

the path of o th er re fo rm  s o c ie ties . F i r s t  fru s tra tio n  at th e ir  

continued in a b ility  to do anything of a tangib le n a tu re  against 

A m erican  s la v e ry . Second, extrem ism  as illu s tra te d  by th e ir  support 

fo r  the fanatica l W illia m  L lo yd  G a rr is o n . T h ir d ,  dissension between  

the m oderates and the ra d ic a ls  which d iv e rte d  the S o c ie ty 's  atten tion  

from  the in s titu tio n  o f s la v e ry  to a n tis la v e ry  p r in c ip le s . F in a l ly ,  

fragm entation  and the gradual p rocess of d ec lin e . T h is  dec line  was 

checked only by the F r e e  C hurch C o n tro v e rs y , the U n c le  Tom 's  

Penny O ffe r in g  and the hard  w ork of its  s e c re ta ry , W illia m  S m ea l.

The im portance of the w o rld  a n tis la v e ry  movement a fte r  the  

abolition  of B r it is h  colonial s lave ry  in 1834 should not be u n d er­

estim ated because of its  re la t iv e  unim portance to o th e r re fo rm  

movements In B r ita in . In A m erica  the movement was of v ita l im p o rt­

ance and con tribu ted  s ig n ific a n tly  to the grow ing q u a rre l o ve r "S ta te s  

R ig h ts". In the South the p ro s la v e ry  a g ita to rs  o v e rre a c te d  to the  

movement in the 1830 's  and consequently gave it im portance out o f 

all p ro p o rtio n  to its  in fluence. T h is  con tribu ted  to the d is tru s t and 

grow ing sectionalism  which u ltim ate ly  resu lted  in the C iv il W a r.

It is no oversta tem ent to say that the issue o f s la v e ry  was one of 

the p rim a ry  con tribu ting  fa c to rs  tow ard  that w a r. The A m erican  

ab o litio n is ts  and esp e c ia lly  G a rris o n  must take d ire c t re s p o n s ib ility  

fo r  th e ir  p a rt  in adding to the sensationalism  and h o s tility  which
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surrounded the issue of s la v e ry . T h is  re s p o n s ib ility  they would not 

and did not accept but instead attem pted to add fuel to the f i r e  fe e lin g  

that the sooner the issue reached the bo iling  point the sooner s la v e ry  

would be abo lished. To  ju s tify  th e ir  ag ita tion  they pointed to B r ita in  

and the successful extinction  o f s la v e ry  in h e r co lon ies. To add to 

th e ir  re s p e c ta b ility  they attem pted to associate  them selves w ith  the  

highly respected  B r it is h  ab o litio n is ts . T h is  is why they had reac ted  

so favo u rab ly  to the two W o rld  A nti S la v e ry  Conventions held in 

London in 1840 and 1843. The B r it is h  ab o litio n is ts  had what the  

A m erican  ab o litio n is ts  lacked -  re s p e c ta b ility .

D e sp ite  the constant b icke rin g  the A m erican  and B r it is h  a b o li­

tio n is ts  stayed in c lose communication w ith  one another and th e re  

was a d ire c t connection between th e ir  a c tiv it ie s . T h is  resu lted  in

the two movements having a rea l e ffec t on each o th e r both as reg ard s
25to po licy  and e ffo rt . Consequently the p a r t ic u la r  stand taken by

one of the m ore im portant B r it is h  a n tis la v e ry  so c ie ties  was of concern
to the A m erican  ab o litio n is ts  because it served  as an in d ic a to r o f the

fee lin g s  and p o lic ie s  held by a s ig n ifican t p o rtio n  of the B r it is h

ab o litio n is ts . D u rin g  the 1830's  and 1840 's  the G. E . S . was probably

second only to the London so c ie ties  in im portance both in re g a rd  to

p re s tig e  and enthusiasm . T h e re fo re  its  p ro -G a rr is o n  stand did
m atter to the A m erican  ab o litio n is ts  because it lent support and

credence to one of th e ir  r iv a ll in g  fac tio n s . G a rr is o n , whose
26a c tiv it ie s  w e re  d ire c t ly  stim ulated by the aid of the B r i t is h ,  could  

point to the G. E . S . and r ig h tfu lly  claim  to have at least the m oral 

backing o f one of B r ita in 's  strongest a n tis la v e ry  so c ie ties . H o w e v e r, 

in the end one is  fo rced  to ask what rea l d iffe re n c e  did th is  make in

25 A r th u r  Young L lo y d , The S la v e ry  C o n tro v ersy  1831 -1860  
(U n iv e rs ity  of N o rth  C a ro lin a  P re s s  1939) pp. l 4 l - 2

26 Ib id , p. 141
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the movement. The answ er is p robab ly  none and at best v e ry  l it t le .

It is u n lik e ly  that G a rr is o n 's  fo llo w in g  would have v a r ie d  at a ll if

the G. E . S . had taken a position  in opposition to him. The movement

was much m ore than soc ie ties  o r in d iv id u a ls . A n tis la v e ry  soc ie ties

w e re  m ere ly  the form al institu tion  o f an ideology based on the
27C h ris tia n  b e lie f  of u ltim ate  human equ ality  b e fo re  God. T h e re ­

fo re  to the movement as a w hole it was im m aterial who o r  what the 

G. E . S . supported fo r  it was the so c ie ties  which depended upon the 

movement and not the movement upon the so c ie ties .

H o w e v e r, s la v e ry  as an ins titu tion  had been in ex istence
and had been condemned long befo re  the em ergence of the

28a b o litio n is ts  so c ie ties . But in the n ineteenth century a n tis la v e ry  

thought came into its  own. F o r  one thing the evangelical thought of 

the day would brook no com prom ise on bas ic  C h ris tia n  b e lie fs . A ll 
in s titu tio n s , c iv il o r  e c c les ia s tica l w e re  judged by the law of God 

and s la v e ry  as p ra c tic e d  was judged by them as a c le a r  tran sg ress io n  

of th is law . The S co ttish  P re s b y te ria n is m  of the day was an 

in to le ran t theology in judging moral tu rp itu d e . The re lig io u s  

enthusiasm  of the E v an g e lic a ls  m ere ly  m agnified th is  in to le ran ce  w ith  

the re s u lt that s la v e ry , along w ith many o ther social e v i ls ,  was 

b itte r ly  denounced as inconsistent w ith C h ris tia n  P r in c ip le s . It 

is h a rd ly  s u rp ris in g  th e re fo re  that th e re  should be some concerted  

e ffo rt on th e ir  p a rt  in opposition to s la v e ry . T h e  Glasgow Anti 

S la v e ry  S o c ie ty  and subsequently the G lasgow  Em ancipation  S o cie ty  

w e re  m ere ly  m anifestations of the E v a n g e lic a l's  condemnation of 

s la v e ry . T h is  does n o t, h o w ever, exp la in  the excep tion a lly  long 

existence of the S o c ie ty  and fo r  that m ore human fa c to rs  must 

be taken into account. In its  in itia l phase between 1834 and 1847

27 F o r  an excep tion a lly  good contem porary exam ple of th is  
fee lin g  see E s te r  C o p ley , A  H is to ry  of S la v e ry  And Its  
A b o lition  (London 1836) passim . S ee  e s p ec ia lly  pp. 62 5 -3 4 .

28 D avid  B rio n  D a v is , T h e  P ro b lem  of S la v e ry  in W estern  C u ltu re  
(C o rn e ll U n iv e rs ity  P re s s  1 966) passim .
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the S o c ie ty  had pub lic  sympathy and support as w ell as an 

in te re s te d  m em bership and an able lead ersh ip . In its  dec lin ing  

phase its  ex is tence was due alm ost so le ly  to its  lead ersh ip  and 

m ore s p e c ific a lly  to W illia m  Sm eal(ChVl pp,. 228^9). A fte r  1853 and 

the Penny O ffe r in g  it could alm ost be said  to have been his  

exc lu s ive  soc ie ty . W e re  it not fo r  him the S o c ie ty  would have ceased  

to ex is t but that is not to say that the pop u lar revu ls io n  against 

s la v e ry  would have been the less . A n tis la v e ry  sentim ent did not need a 

society in o rd e r  to ex is t but in the case of G lasgow  it had an 

exceptional one. As has been made c le a r  the purpose of th is  society  

as w ith o th e r re fo rm  so c ie ties  was to channel a general fee lin g  into 

sp ec ific  program m es o r  a c tiv it ie s  w ith  the in tention  of focusing  

p re s s u re  on the Governm ent o r  o th er re le v a n t bodies such as the 

F r e e  Church o r  the E vangelica l A llia n c e  in o rd e r  to fa c ili ta te  the 

end of s la v e ry . In 1876 the G. E . S . was unique in B r ita in  in that 
it was the o ldest o f all a n tis la v e ry  so c ie ties  including the B .F .  A . S . S .  

Its  h is to ry  is the h is to ry  o f a n tis la v e ry  sentim ent and  a c tiv ity  in 

Glasgow  fo r  fo r ty - tw o  y e a rs  and consequently o f rea l im portance in 

the study of nineteenth cen tury  B r it is h  a n tis la v e ry  a c tiv ity . But to 

say that the G. E . S . is im portant because it ex is ted  fo r  fo r ty -tw o  

ye a rs  is absurd as the m ere exis tence of a society o r  ins titu tion  

means nothing if  that soc iety  accom plishes nothing of w orth  o r  

im portance. T h e re fo re  in o rd e r  to ju s tify  the study of the G. E . S . 

it is necessary  to show how and in what ways it was im portant 

w ith in  the context of the a n tis la v e ry  movement.

It is the contention of th is  thesis  that th e re  a re  s ix  reasons

why the G. E . S . m erits  im portance in the B r it is h  a n tis la v e ry

crusade a fte r  1833. O f p r im a ry  im portance is  the fact that the

S o c ie ty  was the c e n tre  of the G a rris o n  fac tion  w ith in  the movement

a fte r  1840. T h is  was not a chance o cc u rre n ce  but a d e lib e ra te
29Intention of G a rris o n  and his su p p o rte rs . The sp lit between the

29 G a rris o n  P a p e rs , M .S .  A . 1. 2. vo l. II p. 6 8 , E liza b e th
P e ase  to S m e a l, 14 F e b ru a ry  1 841.
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pro  and anti G a rris o n  elem ents e ffe c tiv e ly  c rip p le d  the B r it is h  

movement fo r  it was only w ith unity  of e ffo rt  and c o -o p e ra tio n  

that the ab o litio n is ts  could hope to put p re s s u re  on the Governm ent 

to implem ent its  program m es. T h is  had been done during  the anti 

app ren ticesh ip  campaign w ith g ra tify in g  re s u lts  i f  not by W estm in s te r  

at leas t by the colonial le g is la tu re s . A fte r  1838 and the end of 

app ren ticesh ip  the B r it is h  a n tis la v e ry  movement could c la im  no 

s ig n ifican t successes on a national sca le . One of the p r im a ry  

reasons fo r  th is  was the incessant in te rn a l q u a rre llin g  and lack  

of c o -o p e ra tio n  between the two contending faction s and the G. E . S . 

w as the le a d e r o f one of these fac tio n s . S eco n d ly , the S o c ie ty  was  

to a la rg e  d eg ree  respo ns ib le  fo r  Thom pson's tr ip  to the U n ited  

S ta tes  in 1 8 3 4 -5  which was u ltim ate ly  to have such an im portant 

impact on the B r it is h  movement because of Thom pson's association  

w ith G a rris o n . H is  tr ip  had also been respo ns ib le  fo r  in fluencing  

A m erican  pub lic  opinion against fo re ig n  (B r it is h )  a g ita to rs  in te r ­

fe r in g  into th e ir  dom estic a ffa irs  and was another wedge d riv e n  

between the p ro  and anti s la v e ry  sym path izers  in the then s t il l  

burgeoning sectional co n flic t (Ch.lff p p .87 -9 ). T h ir d ly ,  the G. E . S . 

had led the unsuccessful figh t against the F r e e  Church fo r  accepting  

con tribu tions from  A m erican  s laveh o ld ers . It was th is  soc iety  that 

had a rran g ed  pub lic  m eetings fo r  v is itin g  A m erican  a b o litio n is ts  

and o rg an ized  a loud and, if nothing e ls e , an em barrass in g  campaign  

against th is  im portant S co ttish  k ir k  (Ch. V  pp.1 71-92).S in c e  th is  

e ffo rt by the a b o litio n is ts  was surpassed only by th e ir  campaign  

against colonial s la v e ry  and since the G. E . S . p layed a la rg e  ro le  

in the v igorous S co ttish  p a rtic ip a tio n  the S o c ie ty  can r ig h tfu lly  

be c re d ite d  w ith  being one of the m ajor co n trib u to rs  in th is  

successful cam paign. The fifth  reason fo r  the im portance of the  

G. E .  S . was that it was one of the few  a n tis la v e ry  soc ie ties  to 

rem ain  independent of the B. F .  A . S . S . throughout its  h is to ry .
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T h e re  w e re  o th ers  of course such as the H ib e rn ian  A nti S la v e ry  

S o c ie ty  in D u b lin , the B ris to l society and the E d inburgh  so c ie ties  

but none of these w ere  as enduring n o r as im portant as the G .E .  S . 

F in a lly  the S o c ie ty  is im portant fo r  the com pleteness of its  reco rd s  

which tra c e  in deta il its  e ffo rts  from  its  f i r s t  m eeting in 1833 to its  

final pu b lic  m eeting in 1876. Because of the a v a ila b ility  o f these  

reco rd s  and the com prehensive lis tin g  of its  membership it se rv es  

not only as a unique guide to p ro v in c ia l nineteenth cen tury  B r it is h  

a n tis la v e ry  a c tiv ity  but also as a f i r s t  c lass  illu s tra tio n  of the 

ra th e r  com plex p e rio d  of re fo rm is t a c tiv ity  which flo u ris h e d  out­

side of the dom inating in fluence of London. In its e lf  the G. E .  S .  

n e ith e r added to nor subtracted  from  the state  of society in G lasgow . 

It was m ere ly  a product of ex isting  conditions but as such the study 

of the S o c ie ty  fa c ilita te s  a m ore com plete understanding o f G lasgow  

and the W est o f S cotland  during  the m iddle decades of the n in e­

teenth cen tu ry .
A fte r  the second read ing  of the b ill to end the B r it is h  s lave

trad e  in 1807 W ilb e r fo rc e  asked H enry  Thorftttfft MW elI H e n ry  what
30shall we abolish n e x t? '1 In the y e a rs  fo llo w in g  B r it is h  ab o litio n is ts  

by th e ir  e f fo r ts , good, bad and in d iffe re n t attem pted to answ er th is  

question by w o rk in g  fo r  nothing less than the end of s la v e ry  through­

out the e n t ire  w o rld . The movement v a r ie d  g re a tly  both in in tens ity  

and success but n ever in purpose. T h e  a c tiv it ie s  of the a b o litio n is ts  

and th e ir  o rg an iza tio n s  te ll a s to ry  o f a long fru s tra t in g  and at tim es  

b itte r  fig h t against the in s titu tio n  of s la v e ry . In th is figh t the 

Glasgow Em ancipation S o c ie ty  took an im portant and ag g ress ive  ro le  

and d eserves  a g reat deal of c re d it fo r  its  successes and d is c re d it  

fo r  its excesses. In sum it was a s ig n ifican t fo rc e  to be reckoned  

w ith in mid nineteenth cen tu ry  B r it is h  a n tis la v e ry  sentim ent and 

a c tiv ity .

30 S i r  R eg inald  Coupland, W ilb e rfo rc e  (London 1945) p. 282
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A P P E N D IX  I

S o c ia l,  P o lit ic a l and P h ila n th ro p ic  A c tiv it ie s  of the M em bers of 

The G lasgow  Em ancipation S o c ie ty

T h e  in form ation  concern ing  the v a rio u s  a c tiv it ie s  of the 

committeemen of the G lasgow Em ancipation S o c ie ty  has been 

gleaned from  a w ide v a r ie ty  o f sources . T h e  most im portant of 

these sources include the G lasgow P o st O ffic e  D ire c to r ie s  1833-51 , 

the G lasgow A rg u s , G lasgow H e ra ld , and G lasgow C o u r ie r ,

G lasgow and Its  C lubs by John S tra n g , G lim pses of O ld  G lasgow  by 

A ndrew  A ir d ,  G lagow P a s t and P re s e n t by R obert R e id  (S e n e x ), 

M a tric u la tio n  Album of the U n iv e rs ity  of G lasgow  1728 -1858  by W .

Innes A d d ison , L o rd  P ro v o s ts  of G lasg o w , O ld  C ountry  Houses of 
The O ld  G lasgow G e n try , T h e  Book of Em inent Scotsm en by Joseph 

Irv in g , "T h e  S co ttish  F a c to r  In T h e  F ig h t A gainst A m erican  S la v e ry 11 
by C . Duncan R ic e , T h e  M em orial C atalogue of The O ld G lasgow  

E xh ib itio n  1894 , H is to r ic a l N o tices  of the U n ited  P re s b y te r ia n  Church  

in G lasgow , M em oirs and P o r t r a its  o f One Hundred G lasgow  M en , 

'•Glasgow P a rlia m e n ta ry  C onstituency" by D avid  T e v io td a le , T h e B a i l l ie , 
The L ife  and W ritin g s  of Ralph W a rd la w  by W illia m  A le x a n d e r, F a s ti  

E c c le s ia e  S co tican ae  by Hugh Scot (ed. ) ,  O ld  Rem iniscences of G lasgow  

and the W est of Scotland  by P e te r  M ackenzie  and The D ic tio n a ry  of 

N ational B iography by L e s lie  Stephen (ed. ). A b b rev ia tio n s  in th is  

appendix a re  as fo llo w s :

G. R. A . G lasgow  R eform  A ssocia tion
G. A. B . S . G lasgow A u x iIia ry  B ib le  S o c ie ty

G. V . C . S . G lasgow V o lu n ta ry  C hurch S o c ie ty

C , M. B . I, I. A , S . C a lto n , Mi I e -en d  and B ridgeton  M echanics

In s titu te  fo r  Im provem ent in the A r ts  and 

S c ien ces .
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O fficeholders of G. E . S . 1834-51

Name

A N D E R S O N , 
Rev. W illia m

O ccupation

Rel ie f  C hurch  
M in is te r

B E IT H , James M an u factu rer

D E N N IS T O U N ,
John

M erchant

A c tiv e  Y e a rs  O th e r A c tiv it ie s

1834-51 G .A . B .S .  ,
Tem perance S o c ie ty ,  
V ic e  P re s . G lasgow  
Religious: F r ie n d ly  
S o c ie ty , G .V .  C . S .

1834 -40  C o u n c illo r D is tr ic t  3 ,
D ire c to r  of Towns  
H o s p ita l, G .R . A . ,
G. V . C . S . , G lasgow  
P o lit ic a l Union

1841-51 M. P . fo r  Gl asgow ,
1837 -47 .
B ail l ie  of P ro v a n , 
D ire c to r  Cham ber of 
Com m erce,
D ire c to r  Asylum  fo r  
Bl ind ,
C . M. B .M . I . I . A .  S .

H A S T IE ,  
Al exander

M erchant 1851

H E U G H , 
R ev. Hugh

U n ited  Secession  
C hurch M in is te r

M .P . fo r  G lasgow , 
1 848 -57
L o rd  P ro v o s t of 
Gl asgow ,
M anager of G lasgow  
Royal In f irm a ry ,  
Committeeman of R iv e r  
C lyde  and H a rb o u r of 
G lasgow ,
C o u n c illo r  W ard  1 ,
B ail l ie  fo r  G lasgow , 
Cham ber of C om m erce, 
D ire c to r  o f Towns  
H o s p ita l,
D ire c to r  o f S t ir l in g  
L ib r a r y

1834-40  G .A . B .S .  ,
G. V .  C . S .
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G R A H A M E,R obert

Name

G R A H A M E ,Thom as

J E F F R A Y ,
R ev. G eorge

J O H N S T O N ,
James

K ID S T O N ,
R ev. W illiam

M U R R A Y , John 

O S W A L D , James

R A T O N , A ndrew  

R A T O N , W illia m  P .

Occupation A ctive Y e a rs  O ther A ctiv ities

W r ite r 1834-51

W r ite r 1835 -40

U n ited  S ecession  
Church M in is te r  1843-51

M erchant and
G eneral Agent 1 8 3 4 -6

U n ited  Secession  
Church M in is te r  1834-51

Col le c to r of 
Canal dues 
B ow ling Bay

Cotton Y a rn  
M erchant

1834 -49

1841-51

Commission
M erchant

Commission
M erchant

1841-51

183 6 -40

L o rd  P ro v o s t of 
G lasgow , F o x  C lu b , 
P re s . G. R . A . ,
1!CI ique11,
G . A , B . S . ,
F a c u lty  of 
P ro c u ra to rs .

Tem perance S o c ie ty , 
Facul ty of P r o ­
c u ra to rs  , G. A . B . S .

G . V . C . S .

G. A . B . S . ,
T re a s u re r  at 
Andersonian  
U n iv e rs ity , S ec . 
Glasgow M iss io n ary  
S o c ie ty , M odera to r  
of U .P .  , Synod 1847

G. V . C . S .

M .P . fo r  G lasgow ,
1 8 3 3 -7 , 1839-47  
•'C lique*1, F o x  C lu b , 
S ec . Glasgow E ast  
Ind ia  A s so c ia tio n ,
G. R . A .

P o lic e  Com m issioner

Cham ber o f Comm erce  
Com m issioner fo r  
Assessed Taxes fo r  
Gl asgow,
B rid g e  C om m issioner, 
C lyde C om m issioner, 
G. R . A .
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Name Occupation A ctive Y e a rs  O ther A ctiv ities

S M E A L , James 

S M E A L , W illia m

P h ys ic ian 1834

T ea  d e a le r  and 1834-51  
G ro c e r

W A R D L A W , 
Rev. Ralph

Independent
M in is te r

1834-40

W IG H A M ,
Anthony

W IL L IS ,
R ev. M ichael

W holesale
Ironm onger

O rig in a l
B u rg h er

1834 -40

1834 -47

G. R. A .

C o -e d ito r  of B r it is h  
F r ie n d , S e c re ta ry  of 
F ir s t  E le c to ra l 
D is t r ic t ,  C hairm an of 
T h ird  W ard  Committee 
S e c re ta ry  and 
T re a s u re r  of P eace  
C om m ittee, M in is te r  
in Q u aker C h u rch ,
G. A . B. S .

S ec . of G . A . B. S . , 
Theology P ro fe s s o r  in 
Congregational D iv in it  
H a l l ,
T ru s te e  A ndersonian  
U n iv e rs ity ,
P re s . G lasgow  
R elig io u s  T ra c t  
S o c ie ty , P re s .
G. V . C . S .

Committeeman -  
Aberdeen A u x ilia ry  
B ib le  S o c ie ty ,
G. A . B . S .

P ro fe s s o r  of Theology  
to B u rg h er S ynod, 
P re s , of Anti S la v e ry  
S o cie ty  of C anada, 
Tem perance S o c ie ty
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M in is ters  In G. E . S . 1834-51

Name Church A c tiv e  Y e a rs  O th e r A c tiv it ie s

A U L D , W illia m  

B R A S H , W illia m

B R E W S T E R ,
P a tr ic k

R e lie f  1835-51

U n ited  S eccession  1835-41  

Church of S co tland  1836

B R O W N , 
C h a rle s

Church of S cotland  1834

C A M P B E L L ,
E dw ard

Independent 1 83 4 -5

D U N C A N , John Church of S cotland  1834 -40

D U N C A N ,
W a lte r

U n ited  Secession  1834

E A D IE , John U n ited  Secession  183 7 -44

E D W A R D S ,
John

Independent 183 6 -44

E W IN G , 
G re v il le

Independent 1834-40

G .V . C .S .  

G. A . B . S .

C h a r tis t ,
Mem ber o f Com plete  
S u ffra g e  Convention  
and C h a rtis t T e m p e r­
ance Movement

M iss io n ary  to Hungary  
1 8 4 1 -3 ,
P ro fe s s o r  of H e b re w , 
New  C o lle g e , 
Edinburgh

D ire c to r  -  Cowcaddem  
M echanical In s titu te , 
P ro fe s s o r  of B ib lic a l 
L ite ra tu r e  to U n ited  
S ecess ion  Synod, 
Mem ber New  Testam en  
R evis ion  Comm ittee  
(1870 ), M o d era to r of 
U n ited  P re s b y te r ia n  
Synod 1 857.

G. A . B . S . , G . V . C . S .  
Tem perance S o c ie ty

G. A . B. S . , 
G .V .  C . S .
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Name

F E R G U S O N , 
F e rg u s

G R A H A M , John

H A R V E Y ,  
Al exander

IN G R A M , 
G eorge S .

K IN G , D avid

L IN D S A Y ,  
W il liam

M A C B E T H , 
James

M C K E N Z II
John M orel I 

M C O W A N , P e te r  

M C T E A R , James

P A T E R S O N ,
James

P U L L A R ,
Thomas

R O S E , George

Church A ctive Y e a rs  O ther A c tiv ities

Congregational
Independent

1844-51

Rel ie f  

Rel ie f

1840-51

183 4 -42

Independent 1847-51

U n ited  Seccession  1834-40

Rel ie f

Congregational

Unknown

E nglish  T e a c h e r  
R e lie f  Church  
M in is te r

B aptist

Independent

Independent
P r im it iv e
M ethodist

183 5 -43

F r e e  Church of 184 4 -7  
Scot I and

1839

1834

183 4 -47

1 83 6 -9

1 836 -42

1841-7

S co ttish  Tem perance  
S o c ie ty

G. A . B . S . , C h a r t is t ,  
G. V . C . S .

G . A* B . S . , 
E van g e lica l A llia n c e ,  
G. V . C . S .

G# A* B . S . ,
M o d era to r U n ited  
P re s b y te r ia n  Synod  
1851, Theo log ica l 
P ro fe s s o r .

O ffic ia l in F r e e  
Church Anti S la v e ry  
S o c ie ty

A g ita to r  fo r  repea l of 
C orn  L a w s .

Tem perance S o c ie ty ,  
Theology P ro fe s s o r  to 
B aptis t U n io n , 
P ro fe s s o r  o f L o g ic  and 
R h e to ric  to G lasgow  
Com m ercial C o lleg e .

Tem perance S o c ie ty
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Name Church A ctive Y ears  O ther A ctiv ities

S C O T T , Independent 1851
W il I iam

T H O M P S O N , W esleyn  M ethodist 1836  
R obert

Glasgow Com m ercial 
Total A bstinence  
S o cie ty

C ity  M iss io n ary .
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A ctive Committeemen 1834-51

Name

A N D E R S O N , 
E b en ezer

Occupation  

P ro v is io n  M erchant

A c tiv e  Y e a rs  O th e r A c tiv itie s

1841-51

B A R R , John 

B L Y T H , John 

B R O W N , Hugh Jr. 

B R U C E , James

M erchant (probably) 

M uslin M an u fac tu rer  

M an u factu rer

E n g ra v e r and 
C a lico  P r in te r

1841-51

1837 -40

1834 -40

1 84 1 -4

B U C H A N A N , 
Wal te r

M erchant 1837-51

C A IR N S , 
Wal te r

P a p e r R u l^ r  and 
Book B indeh

C O N N E L L ,
R obert

T  eacher

C R A IG , 
W il liam

M an u factu rer

1844-51  

183 4 -44  

183 4 -9
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T  em perance  
Movement

G. A . B . S .

Tem perance S o c ie ty  

G. A . B . S .

G. R . A . , "Cl iq u e " , 
M .P .  fo r  G lasgow  
1 8 5 7 -6 5 , D ire c to r  
of M erchants H ouse, 
D ire c to r  of Cham ber 
of Com m erce, 
Com m issioner fo r  
A ssessed T axes  fo r  
G lasgow ,
D ire c to r  of G lasgow  
Royal In f irm a ry ,  
Committeeman of 
Glasgow  W estern  
A cadem y, B rid g e  
Com m issioner

S e c . of Glasgow  
P u b lic  L ib r a r y

G. R . A . , "Cl iq u e " , 
C h a r t is t ,  C o u n c illo r  
fo r  D is tr ic t  1 , 
Com m ittee on R iv e r  
C lyde and H a rb o u r of 
G lasgow , Bail l ie  fo r  
G lasgow , B a i l l ie o f  
R iv e r  and F ir th  of 
C ly d e , D ire c to r  of 
M erchants H ouse, 
D ire c to r  o f Towns  
H ospita l from  M e r­
chants H ouse, D irecta  
of T ra d e s  H ouse, 
B rid e w e ll Com m iss-



Name Occupation A ctive Y ears  O ther A ctiv ities

D IC K , G eorge C . M an u factu rer 1834-40

D U N N , James

F E R G U S O N ,  
W il I iam

G A L L IE ,
G eorge

G U N N ,
W il I iam J r .

K E T T L E ,
R obert

K IN G , John

L A N G L A N D S ,
H en ry

L E T H E M ,
P a tr ic k

B a ker

L ith o g ra p h ic  
p r in te r  and 
en g ra ver

1841-51  

1 83 5 -47

B o o k s e lle r and 
S ta tio n e r

1834 -40

C lo th ie r

Cotton Y a rn  
M erchant

184 0 -44  

1834-40

M an u factu rer 1834

W arehousem an 183 4 -45

Musi in
M an u factu rer

1834-8

G. V . C . S . ,
Deacon C onvener of 
T ra d e s  House

G overnor o f W ilson  
School

G lasgow R e lig io u s  
T ra c t  S o c ie ty , 
T re a s u re r  of E x ecu tive  
Com m ittee, S co ttish  
Tem perance U nion .

P re s id e n t of Glasgow  
B ro w n 's  S o c ie ty  183 3 -4

P re s . S co ttish  T e m p e r­
ance L ea g u e , P re s .  
Glasgow A bstinence  
S o c ie ty , E d ito r  S cotti sh
Tem perance Journal , 
Deacon in B aptis t 
C h u rch , G lasgow  
R elig ious  T ra c t  S o c ie ty

D ire c to r  of M erchants  
House and Cham ber of 
C om m erce, D ire c to r  
of C lydesdale  B ank, 
F o rth  and C lyde  
N avigation  and Glasgow  
and South W estern  
R ail way

G .A . B. S . , T re a s u re r
of S co ttish  Tem perance  
S o c ie ty , G .V .  C . S .
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Name Occupation Active Y e ars  O ther A ctiv ities

L O C H H E A D , 
W il I iam

U p h o ls te ry  fu rn is h e r  
paper hanging, down 
fe a th e r  and c h a ir  
m erchant.

1841-51

M C G IL P ,
N in ian

Insurance Agent 1836-40

M C K E A N D , 
Anthony

W arehousem an 1834-51

M C L A R E N ,
D avid

Accountant and 
Commission Agent

1 8 3 4 -4 0

M C L E O D ,
John
(o r A rg y ll)

B o o k s e lle r  and 
S ta tio n e r

183 4 -7

M C L E O D , John M an u factu rer 1834-41

M C L E O D , 
W il I iam

W eaver 184 1 -5

M A T H IE ,
R obert

D ra p e r  Agent 
and House 
F a c to r

184 0 -4

G. A . B. S .

G. A . B . S .

G .V .  C . S . ,
Sec . G lasgow  
Rel igious T ra c t  
S o c ie ty , G. A . B. 
B aptis t P a s to r

Bail I ie  of 
Gorbal s , 
D ire c to r  of 
Glasgow Annuity  
S o c ie ty ,
G. V . C. S . ,
Tem perance
S o cie ty

G. A. B. S .
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Name O ccupation A c tiv e  Y e a rs  O th er A c tiv itie s

M A X W E L L , 
John

P h ys ic ian 1 8 3 4 -43  F o x  C lu b ,
P ro fess io n a l
Attendant
G lasgow
L y in g -In  Hospital 
G. R . A .

M U IR , T e a c h e r 1841 -7
Hugh

R E ID , W arehousem an 183 4 -44  G .A . B .S .
John

R E ID ,
R obert

W r ite r  o r  
M erchant

1843-51 S ec. of S cottish  
T  em perance  
League

R O S S , 
John B.

H ide and 
le a th e r fa c to r

1841-51

S A N D E R S O N , 
R obert

A g en t,
Ship Insurance  
b ro k e r

183 4 -44 G. R . A . ,
nCI ique’1

S M IT H ,
James
McCune

M edical
Student

183 4 -7
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Name Occupation A ctive Y ears  O ther A ctiv ities

S T E W A R T ,
James

U n c e rta in 1834 -47

T H O R B U R N ,
G eorge

T U R N E R ,
James

M an u fac tu rer 1835-51

Landow ner and 1841-51  
Tobacco M erchant

W A T S O N , 
A rch ib a l d

D y e r and Y a rn  
M erchant

1834 -47

W A T S O N ,
George

S ta t io n e r ,  
L ib r a r ia n  and 
Booksel le r

1834 -47

W A T S O N ,
James

A ccountant, 
S to c k b ro k e r and 
Insurance Agent

1836-51

W A T S O N ,
Thomas

S ilk  M erchant and 
T h ro w s te r  1840-51

W R IG H T ,
Ronald

G ra in  and 
P ro v is io n  
M erchant

184 1 -7

Y O U N G , Comm ission 183 4 -47
A ndrew  M erchant and

Cotton Y a rn  
Agent

G .A . B .S .  (possib ly)

G . A . B . S .

G. R . A . , B ail I ie  of 
P ro v a n , C h a r t is t ,  
D ire c to r  of Royal 
In f irm a ry , D ire c to r  o f 
L ock  H o s p ita l, 
C o u n c illo r  o f 1st D is t r ic
1 8 3 3 -4 6 , V . P . of 
G lasgow  P o litic a l U n io n , 
G . A . B . S .

B ail I ie  o f C a lto n ,
G* V . C . S . , G . A . B . S . , 
M anager of Royal 
In f irm a ry , House of 
R efug e, C . M. B. M. I.  I.A.J

G lasgow  P o litic a l Union

G . A . B. S .

Committeeman of B arony  
of G orbals  B ranch of the 
Total A bstinence  
S o c ie ty .

G . V . C . S .
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Inactive Committeemen 1834^51

Name

A N D E R S O N ,
D avid

B A IR D ,
Thomas

B A R C L A Y ,
R obert

B R O D IE ,
W illia m

B R O W N ,
Thomas

B R O W N ,
Thomas

B R O W N , 
W il I iam

B R U C E , P e te r

B U C H A N ,
D avid

C A IR D , 
W il I iam

Occupation

M erchant

A c tive  Y e a rs  O th e r A c tiv it ie s

1833 -40

C lo th ie r  and 
T a i lo r

S h ip b u ild e r

1851

1834

M an u fac tu rer  
and M erchant

1840-51

U n c e rta in 184 1 -2

W r ite r  and 
Insurance Agent

1851

O il and C o lo u r  
M erchant

1834 -47

W holesale  P a p e r 1841-51  
and Rag M erchant

W r ite r  and 
Insurance Agent

P la s te re r

1834

1847-51

G, V . C , S . , G . A . B . S .

G . A , B._S.

Council lo r  fo r  
A nderston

T r e a s u r e r  fo r  Asylum  
fo r  B lin d , G . A , B . S . , 
D ire c to r  o f Royal 
In f irm a ry , Tem perance  
S o c ie ty , C o u n c illo r  
W ard  3 , C o urt House  
C om m issioner 1843 , 
F o u n d er of S abbath , 
School Union.

Dean of M erchants House 
1 8 3 7 -8 , G. A . B . S . , 
Glasgow  Assoc, fo r  
P rom oting  the In te re s t  
of the Church of S c o t­
land , Committeeman  
G lasgow  P u b lic  L ib r a r y

F a c u lty  of P ro c u ra to rs .
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Name Occupation A ctive Y e a rs  O ther A ctiv ities

C L A R K , James

C O U P E R ,
James

F L E M IN G ,
John

F U L L E R T O N ,
A rc h ib a ld

F U L L E R T O N ,  
John A .

G A L T , R o b ert

G R A H A M ,
Al exander

G R IE G , G eorge

K A V E , R o b ert

K N O X , John

L A N G , W illia m

L E T H E M ,
M atthew

C lo th ie r  and 1847-51
T a ilo r

Insurance B ro k e r  1851 B ail l ie  of P ro v an

M erchant 183 4 -47

Publ is h e r  
and Booksel le r

Publ is h e r  
and B o o kse lle r

S ilk  M e rc e r

M erchant

1836

1 84 0 -3

1851

1851

Cham ber of C om m erce, 
B a il l ie  o f G lasgow , 
C o u n c illo r  D is tr ic t  5 &  3 
Com m ittee House of 
R efuge, Comm ittee  
Glasgow  W estern  Academy 
M aster o f W o rk s , P ilo t  
B o a rd , G . R . A. , G. A . ELS 
" C liq u e " , Com m ittee of 
R iv e r  C lyde and H a rb o u r  
of G lasgow.

G. R . A .

V ic e -P re s id e n t  G. R. A .

H eadm aster of 1 84 4 -7
Engl ish D ept.
W estern  Academy

M erchant and 1851
W arehousem an

T a rta n  C loth 1847-51
M an u fac tu rer

M erchant 1 8 4 1 -5

P ro fe s s o r  of R h e to ric  
and B e lle s  L e tte rs  at 
A ndersonian  U n iv e rs ity

G . A . B . S .

G lasgow  P o litic a l U n io n , 
" C liq u e " , G .A . B .S .

M uslin  1839 -40
M an u fac tu rer
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Name Occupation A ctive Y ears  O ther A ctiv ities

M C D O U G A L L , 
Col in

W oollen and L in en  1834-51  
D ra p e r

M C G E O R G E ,
A n drew

W r ite r 1834

M C N A IR , James M erchant

M E L V IN , 
W il I iam

1841

H a t, Cap and 1851
S h ir t  M an u fac tu rer

M U IR , Thom as M erchant and 1834
M an u fac tu rer

R U S S E L L ,
D avid

P r in te r  and 1841-51
S te re o ty p e  Founder

S IM P S O N ,
R o bert

D ra p e r , S i lk -  
m ercer and 
H a b erd as h er

1844-51

S L A T E R ,  
Thomas H .

S M IT H , D av id

G ro c e r and T ea  1834
D e a le r

Boot and Shoe 183 5 -7
Shop ow ner

T E N N A N T ,
A ndrew

M erchant 1834

T H O M P S O N ,
P a tr ic k

T ea  and coffee  
F r u i te r e r  and 
G ro c e r

1834-6

F a c u lty  o f P ro c u ra to rs

V ic e -P re s id e n t of 
G lasgow  A b s ta in e rs  
Union

C o u n c illo r  D is tr ic t  5 , 
Deputy C hairm an of 
R iv e r  C lyde & H a rb o u r  
of G lasgow , "C liq u e ” , 
C . M. B. M. I . I . A . S . ,
G. R . A .

Com m issioner W ard  9 , 
V ic e -P re s id e n t  of 
S cottish  Tem perance  
L e a g u e , T re a s u re r  of 
S co ttish  P e rm is s iv e  B ill 
A s so c ia tio n , C o u n c illo r

G .A . B .S .  , B aptist 
p as to r of G eorge S t. 
Church
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Name Occupation A ctive Y e a rs  O ther A ctiv itie s

U R E , John M erchant 1 8 4 1 -7

W H IT E , Cotton Y a rn  1 83 7 -42
W illia m  M erchant

C o u n c illo r  D is t r ic t  2 , 
B ail lie  o f P ro v a n ,  
D ire c to r  of M erchants  
H ouse, B rid e w e ll 
C om m issioner, G. R . A .

W Y L IE ,
R obert

M erchant 1851



H o n o ra ry  and C orrespond ing  M em bers of G. E . S . 1836-51

Name

B IR N E Y , James

B R E W S T E R ,
R ev. P a tr ic k

L O R D  B R O U G H A M

B U F F U M , James N .

B U R N S , R ev. D r .

D E N N IS T O U N , John

D O U G L A S S ,
F re d e r ic k

G A R R IS O N , W illia m  
L lo yd

J O H N S T O N , James

K E L L O G G , H ira m  H .

L A IR D , M acg reg o r

M A R Q U IS  D E  
L A F A Y E T T E

L A F A Y E T T E ,
G eorge W ashington

O 'C O N N E L L , D an ie l

P A U L ,
R ev. N athan ia l

R O B E R T S ,
R ev. Thomas

R esidence  

C in c in n a ti, Ohio  

P a is l ey

London

L y n n , M assachusetts  
R o c h e s te r, New  Y o rk

T o ro n to , U p p er Canada

Glasgow

L y n n , M assachusetts  
R o c h e s te r, N ew  Y o rk

B oston, M assachusetts

U p per C anada, A u b u rn , 
New  Y o r k ,  Fram m ingham , 
M assachusetts

Knox C o lle g e , Ill in o is

London

P a r is

P a r is

Dubl in

W ilb e r fo rc e  S e ttle m e n t, 
U p per Canada

B risto l

M em bership P e rio d  

183 8 -47

1837-51

1838-51  

1845

1851

1 83 8 -40

1845-51

1836-51

183 7 -47

184 4 -7

1843-51

1834

1836-51

1836-51

1 8 3 9 -9

1836-41
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Name R esidence M em bership P e rio d

S M IT H , James McCune

S T U R G E , Joseph

D W A R K A N  A U T H ,
T  agore

T A P P A N , A r th u r  

T H O M P S O N , G eorge  

D E  T R A C Y , V ic to r  

W R IG H T , H e n ry  C .

New  Y o rk  

Birm ingham  

Cal cutta

New  Y o rk  

L iv e rp o o l 

P a r is

P h ila d e lp h ia ,
P ennsy lvan ia

1838-51  

1836 -40

184 2 -5

1 8 3 6 -4 2  

1836-51  

1836-51

1843-51
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A P P E N D IX  II

D e leg ates  Appointed by T h e  G lasgow  Em ancipation S o c ie ty  to 

The W o rld  Anti S la v e ry  Convention in 1840.

R ev. Wi11 iam A lexan d er

M r. F ra n c is  C . Brow n

M r. Hugh Brown

M r. Wal te r  Buchanan

M r. John Dennistoun

M r. H en ry  Dunlop
M r. W il I iam F e lk in

R ev. John Graham

M r. R o bert G raham e

M r. Thomas G raham e

R ev. Hugh Heugh 
(res igned  as delegate)

Rev. A lexan d er H a rv e y  
(re p resen ted  R e lie f Synod  
of Scotland)

M r. James Hutcheson

M r. A lexan d er Johnstone

M r. R o bert K e ttle

M r. H en ry  Langlands

M r. Anthony McKeand

M r. M ark  M oore
M r. John M u rra y

M r. D ania l O 'C onnell 
(also a delegate  fo r  Dublin )

M r. James O sw ald
M r. W illia m  Paton

R ev. Thomas P u lla r

M r. W illia m  Smeal 
(A lso  delegate fo r  P a is le y )
M r. G eorge Thompson 
(A lso  delegate fo r  Ed inburgh)

M r. G eorge T h o rb u rn
M r. W illia m  W hite

M r. John A . F u lla r to n  
(re p re s e n tin g  the Congregational 
Union of Scotland)

273



A P P E N D IX  III

L is t  of men elected to the G. E . S . com m ittee on 27 A p ril 1841 at 

a pub lic  m eeting held in the B a z a a r :

E b en ezer Anderson  

John B a r r  

Thomas B row n  

James B ruce  

P e te r  B ruce  

James Dunn 

W il I iam Lang  

W illia m  Lochend J r .

W illia m  M cLeod  

James M cN a ir  

Hugh M u ir  

A ndrew  Paton  

Rev. G eorge Rose 

D avid  Russell 

James T u rn e r  

John U re  

Ronald W righ t

P ro v is io n  M erchant

M erchant

U n c e rta in

E n g raves  and C a lico  P r in te r  

W holesa le  P a p e r and Rag M erchant 
B a ker  

M erchant

U p h o ls te ry  fu rn is h e r , Dow n, F e a th e r  

and H a ir  M erchant 

P a in te r  and P ap erh an g er  

L a th -s p l i t te r  and T im b e r M erchant 
T e a c h e r
Comm ission M erchant
M ethodist M in is te r

P r in te r  and S te re o ty p e  Founder

Pol itic ia n
M erchant

G ra in  and P ro v is io n  M erchant
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A P P E N D IX  IV

Committeemen-of--the Gl asgow F reed m e n 1 s A id  Soci ety

C o u n c illo r  James M o ir (C hairm an) W ho lesa le  and re ta il tea
m erchant

n E dw ard  A lexa n d er J r .  N it ra te  and phosphate
m erchant

M John B u rt L e a th e r m erchant

M James Thompson F le s h e r

M r. A rch ib a ld  C ro s b ie  Tobacco p ipe m aker
11 W il I iam F o rs y th  B a ker

11 W illia m  G ray  B iscu it and bread  m anufactu rer

" James Hodge Tobacco and snuff m anufacturer

Rev. D avid  Johnston Church o f S cotland
M r. John Knox T a rta n  cloth m anufactu rer
" W illia m  Logan C ity  m issionary

" G. M cCallum  U n c e rta in
11 James M c F a rla n e  Fan cy  b read  and b iscu it baker

n J. W . M cG reg o r Tobacco and snuff m anufacturer

11 P e te r  M cLeod C lo th ie r

n James M cNish M ill m anager -  S o m e rv ill ’ s w orks

" John N a irn  M erchant and tu rkey red  d yer

i* John N e il son B u ild e r

" R obert P a te rs o n  U n c e rta in

" A ndrew  Paton Comm ission m erchant

D r .  A lexan d er Robb P h ys ic ian

M r. R obert Sim pson D r a p e r ,  s ilk m e rc e r  and

hab erdasher

" James S incl a ir  P ro v is io n  m erchant

11 W illiam  Smeal G ro c e r and tea d e a le r

" Thomas Sm ith W holesa le  s ta tio n e r

11 R obert S ta rk  Sh ip  and insurance b ro k e r

C o nt’d / . .



M r. John Stevenson
11 James W . W e ir
it James W ilk inson
ii R o b ert W oodside

D r . W il 1 iam Young

U n c e rta in

W ho lesa le  s ta tio n e r

G eneral m erchant and warehousem an

Boot and shoe m aker

P h ys ic ian
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vol s.)

T h e  Annual M on ito r and Memorandum Book No. 26 (Y o rk  1838)
F r ie n d s  H ouse. London.

B iograp h ica l Catalogue -  being an account of the live s  of the F r ie n d s  and 
o th ers  whose P o r t r a its  a re  in the London F r ie n d s  In s titu te  (London 1888). 
F r ie n d s  House. London

P ro c eed in g s  of the G eneral A n t? -S la v e ry  Convention ca lled  bv the 
Com m ittee of the B r it is h  And F o re ig n  A n t i-S la v e rv  S o c ie ty  and H eld  in 
London from  F r id a y .  June 12th to T u e sd ay . June 23 rd  1840 . (G lasgow  1841).
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F a c to ry  Inqu iry  Comm ission 1833 (450) xx
A b s trac t of the Population  R etu rn s  of G re a t B r ita in  1831 . 1833 (149) 
x x x v i-x x x v iii

A ss is tan t Hand Loom W eave rs  C om m issioner R eport 1839-40  (159)
X L  11

N E W S P A P E R S  A N D  P E R IO D IC A L S  :

The B a il l ie

Bennets Glasgow M agazine  

B ritis h  F r ie n d
Glasgow Post O ffic e  D ire c to ry

Glasgow A rgus
G lasgow C o u rie r

Glasgow D a ily  H e ra ld

Glasgow E xam iner
Glasgow H e ra ld
N o rth  B r it is h  D a ily  M ail

Scots  T im es
W itness

P A M P H L E T S  A N D  C IR C U L A R S  :

N egro  A p prenticesh ip  in the C olon ies -  A  R eview  of the R eport of the 
S e lec t Comm ittee of the House of Commons (London 1837).

R esolutions Passed at an A n t i-S la v e ry  M eeting at E x e te r  H a l l ,
On the 11 th of July 1837 . (Located  in Rhodes House L ib r a r y ,  O x fo rd )

D iscussion on A m erican  S la v e ry  In D r . W a rd la w ^  C h ap e l, between  
M r. G eorge Thompson and the Rev. R . J. B re c k in r id g e  of B a lt im o re .  
U nited  S ta tes  On T h e  E ven in g s  of the 13th . 14th . 15th . 16th . and 
17th June 1836 (second E d itio n  G lasgow 1836).

R eport of the D iscussion at the F i r s t  M eeting of the Mem bers of the 
Glasgow Em ancipation S o c ie ty  31 M ay . 1841 (G lasgow  1841).

P A R L IA M E N T A R Y  P A P E R S  :
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R eport o f the Speeches and Reception of the A m erican  D e leg ates  
at the G rea t P u b lic  M eeting o f the G lasgow  Em ancipation S o c ie ty  
27 July 1840 (G lasgow  1840).

Resolutions of P u b lic  M eetings of the M em bers and F r ie n d s  o f the 
Glasgow Em ancipation S o c ie ty : C o rrespondence O f T h e  S e c re ta r ie s :  
and M inutes O f The Com m ittee O f S a id  S o c ie ty  S in ce  The A r r iv a l  In 
G lasgow . O f M r. John A . C o llin s . The R ep resen ta tive  O f T h e  A m erican  
A n ti-S la v e ry  S o c ie ty  in re fe re n c e  to The D iv is io n s  Among A m erican  
A b o litio n is ts  (G lasgow  1841).

R ight And W rong T h e  A b o litio n is ts  O f The U n ited  S ta tes  o r  the 
O b je c ts . P r in c ip le s  And M easures of the O rig in a l A m erican  A n ti -  
S la v e ry  S o c ie ty . Unchanged : (G lasgow  1841)

An Appeal to the L a d ie s  of G re a t B r ita in  in B ehalf of the A m erican  
S lave s  (G lasgow 1 841).

A  D efence of the G lasgow  Fem ale  A ssocia tion  fo r  the A b o litio n  of 
S la v e ry  (Glasgow 1851).

N ineteenth  Annual R eport P res en ted  To  T h e  M assachusetts Ant?
S la v e ry  S o cie ty  Bv Its  B oard  of M an ag ers . January 2 2 . 1851 
(Boston 1 851).

R eport o f the P ro ceed in g s  of the G lasgow R eform  A ssoc ia tion  fo r  the 
Y e a r  1831 (G lasgow 1831).

G lasgow A u x ilia ry  B ib le  S o c ie ty  R eport 1820-1 (G lasgow  1821)

B r it is h  In d ia . P ro ceed in g s  at a P u b lic  M eeting in D a rlin g to n  
(D ari ington 1 839)

F o u rth  Annual R eport of the G lasgow  A b s ta in e rs  Union (G lasgow  1858)

F ir s t  Annual R eport of the G lasgow and W est of Scotland Tem perance  
S o cie ty  (G lasgow 1830)

T w entie th  Annual R eport o f the G lasgow  B ib le  S o c ie ty  (G lasgow  1833)

The Accounts O f T h e  T ru s te e s  of The R iv e r  C lyde from  1st J u ly .
1850 to 30th June, 1851 (G lasgow 1851).

The Accounts O f The T ru s te e s  of The C lyde N av ig ation  F ro m  1st 
July 1859 to 30th June. I8 6 0  (G lasgow  I8 6 0 ) .
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A R T IC L E S  :

A U S T IN , R. A . and 
S M IT H , W . D.

/
A N S T E Y , R o d g er, T .

B E S T , G eo ffrey  

C H E C K L A N D , S . G.

C H E C K L A N D , S . G.

D A V IS , D avid  B rio n

D A V IS , D avid  B rio n  

D IL L O N , M erton L .

F L  A D E L  A N D , B etty  

F L  A D E L  A N D , B etty

G O U R V IS H , T . R.

'•Images o f A fr ic a  and B r it is h  s lave  
tra d e  abo lition  : the tra n s itio n  to an 
im p e ria lis t ideology 1 7 8 7 -1 8 0 7 " ,
A fr ic a n  H is to r ic a l S tud ies  vo l. ii (1969)

"C ap ita lism  and S la v e ry  : A  C ritiq u e "  
Econom ic H is to ry  R e v ie w , vo l. X X I
(1968).

"T h e  S co ttish  V ic to r ia n  C ity " ,
V ic to r ia n  S tud ies  vo l. 11 (1 9 6 7 -8 ).

"F in an ce  F o r  The W est Indies  
1 780-181 5" Econom ic H is to ry  R eview  
v o l .X  (1957 -19 58 )

"Tw o S co ttish  W est Indian L iq u id atio n s  
a fte r  1793" S cottish  Journal of 
P o lit ic a l Economy vo l. 4 (1957)

"T h e  E m ergence of Imm ediatism  in 
B ritis h  and A m erican  A n tis la v e ry  
T h o u g h t" , M iss iss ipp i V a lie v  H is to r ic a l 
R eview  vo l. 49 (1 9 6 2 -6 3 ).

"Jam es C ro p p er and The B r it is h  Anti 
S la v e ry  Movement 1 8 2 3 -33"  Journal of 
N eg ro  H is to ry  vo l. 46  (1961).

"T h e  A b o litio n is ts  : A  Decade of 
H is to rio g ra p h y  1959 -1969"
Journal o f Southern  H is to ry  v o l. 35
(1969).

"W ho W e re  the A b o litio n s ts"  Journal 
of N eg ro  H is to ry  vo l. X L IX  (1964).

"A b o litio n is ts  P re s s u re s  On The C oncert 
of E u ro p e  181 4 -1822"  Journal of Modern  
H is to ry  v o l. 38 (1966)

"T h e  Cost o f L iv in g  in G lasgow in the 
E a r ly  N ineteenth  C en tu ry" Econom ic  
H is to ry  R eview  vo l. 25 (1972)
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H E N D E R S O N , W .O .

K E L L E T ,  John R.

K L IN G B E R G , F ra n k  J.

L O V E L A N D , Anne C.

M A Y N A R D , Douglas H.

M O O H R , M ichael

N E S B E T , J. W .

R IC E , C. Duncan

R IC E , C. Duncan

S H E P P E R S O N , G eorge

S H E P P E R S O N , G eorge

"T h e  Cotton Fam ine in S co tland  and the 
R e lie f  of D is tre s s  1 8 6 2 -1 8 6 4 ” S co ttish  
H is to r ic a l R eview  vo l. 30 (1951)

" P ro p e rty  S p ecu la to rs  and the B u ild in g  
of G lasgow ” S co ttish  Journal o f 
P o lit ic a l Economy vo l. 8 (1961)

" H a r r ie t  B eecher Stow e and S o c ia l 
R eform  in Eng land” A m erican  H is to r ic a l 
R eview  v o l. 43 (1 9 3 7 -3 8 )

"E va n g e lic a lism  and ’ Im m ediate  
Em ancipation1 in A m erican  A n tis la v e ry  
Thought” Journal of S ou th ern  H is to ry  
vo l. 32 (1966 ).

"T h e  W o r ld ’ s A n t i-S la v e ry  Convention  
of 1840” M iss iss ipp i Valiev H is to r ic a l 
R eview  vo l. 47 (1 9 6 0 -6 1 ).

"T h e  Econom ic Impact of S la v e  
Em ancipation in B r it is h  G uiana  
1 8 3 2 -5 2 ” Econom ic H is to ry  R ev iew  
vol. 25 (1972).

"Thom as C halm ers And T h e  Econom ic  
O rd e r ” S co ttish  Journal of P o lit ic a l  
Economy vo l. 11 (1964).

"A b o litio n is ts  and abo lition ism  in 
A berdeen : a test case fo r  the n in e ­
teen th -cen tu ry  a n t i-s la v e ry  movement" 
N o rth e rn  Scotland vo l. 1 (1972)

"T h e  A n t i-S la v e ry  M ission  of G eorge  
Thompson to the U n ited  S ta tes  1 8 3 4 -3 5 ” 
Journal o f A m erican  S tu d ies  vo l. 2 (1968)

"Thom as C h a lm ers , T h e  F r e e  Church o f 
Scotland  and the South” Journal of 
Southern  H is to ry  vo l. X V I I  (1951)

" F re d e r ic k  Douglass and S c o tla n d ” 
Journal o f N egro  H is to ry  vo l. X X X V II I  
(1953)
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S H E P P E R S O N , George "T h e  F r e e  Church and A m erican  
S la v e ry  " S co ttish  H is to r ic a l R eview  
vo l. 30 (1951)

S H E P P E R S O N , G eorge " H a r r ie t  B eecher S tow e and S cotland  
18 5 2 -3 "  S co ttish  H is to r ic a l R eview  
vo l. 32 (1953).

S T A IG E R , C. B ruce "A bo lition ism  and the P re s b y te r ia n  
Schism  of 183 7 -1838"  M iss iss ip p i 
V a lle y  H is to r ic a l R eview  vo l. 36 
(1 9 4 9 -5 0 )

T Y R R E L L ,  A . "P o litic a l econom y, whiggism  and the
education of w o rk in g -c la s s  adults in 
Scotland 1 8 1 7 -40"  S co ttish  H is to r ic a l 
R eview  vo l. X L V I I I  (1969)
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U N P U B L IS H E D  T H E S E S  :

B O T S F O R D , R o bert

D IX O N , E d w ard

G R A N T , A l is ta ir  Cam eron

R IC E , C. Duncan

R O A C H , W illia m  M.

T A Y L O R , C la re

T E V IO T D A L  E ,  D avid

••Scotland And T h e  A m erican  C iv il 
W a r1' (U n iv e rs ity  of Edinburgh Ph . D.
1 955 2 vol s . )

••The A m erican  N eg ro  In N ineteenth  
C entu ry  S cotland" (U n iv e rs ity  of 
Edinburgh M. L i t t .  1969).

"G eorge Combe And H is  C irc le  :
W ith  P a r t ic u la r  R e fe ren ce  To  H is  
R ela tio n s  W ith T h e  U n ited  S ta tes  of 
A m erica"  (U n iv e rs ity  of Edinburgh  
P h . D . 1 960).

"T h e  S co ttish  F a c to r  In the F ig h t  
A gainst A m erican  S la v e ry  1830 -1870"  
(U n iv e rs ity  o f Ed inburgh Ph . D. 1 96 9 ).

"R ad ica l R eform  Movements in Scotland  
F ro m  1815 to 1822 w ith  p a r t ic u la r  
re fe re n c e  to events in the W est of 
S cotland" (U n iv e rs ity  of Glasgow  
P h .D . 1970).

"Som e A m erican  R e fo rm ers  and th e ir  
In fluence on Reform  Movements in 
G re a t B r ita in  from  1830 to I8 6 0 "
{Un iv e rs ity  o f Ed inburgh P h . D.
1960)

"G lasgow  P a rlia m e n ta ry  Constituency
1 8 3 2 -4 6 "  (U n iv e rs ity  of Glasgow  
B. L i t t .  1963).
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MANUSCRIPTS :

S m e a l  Col  I ec t io n ,  Mi tche l  I L i b r a r y .  G l a s g o w .  T h e  S m e a l  C o l l e c t i o n  
c o n s i s t s  of the G l a s g o w  E m a n c i p a t i o n  S o c i e t y  M i n u t e  B o o k s  ( 4 ) ,
C ash  B o o k s  ( 2 ) ,  A nnual  R e p o r t s  (1 8 3 5 - 5 1 ) ,  M i s c e l l a n e o u s  P a p e r s .  
S u b s c r i p t i o n  B o ok  and a l a r g e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  p a m p h le t s  r e l e v a n t  to 
the a n t i s l a v e r y  m o v em en t  in G l a s g o w .  A l s o  in c l u d e d  is the  M i n u t e  
B o o k  of  th e  G l a s g o w  F r e e d m e n ' s  A i d  S o c i e t y  and th e  A n n u a l  R e p o r t s  
o f  the f e m a l e  a n t i s l a v e r y  s o c i e t i e s  w h ic h  e x i s t e d  in G l a s g o w  as  
w e l l  as n u m e r o u s  o t h e r  a b o l i t i o n i s t  p u b l i c a t i o n s  is s u e d  both  
l o c a l l y  as w e l l  as  in the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  T h i s  a c c o u n t s  f o r  a p p r o x i ­
m a t e ly  o n e  h a l f  of the  c o l l e c t i o n  , the r e m a i n d e r  b e in g  o f  s l i g h t  
i n t e r e s t  and l i t t l e  i m p o r t a n c e .

B r i t i s h  A nd  F o r e i g n  A n t i  S l a v e r y  S o c i e t y  P a p e r s .  R h o d e s  H o u s e  
L i b r a r y .  O x f o r d .  T h e  B r i t i s h  A n d  F o r e i g n  Ant? S l a v e r y  S o c i e t y  P a p e r s  
a r e  the la r g e s t  and most v a l u a b l e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  a n t i s l a v e r y  m a t e r i a l  
r e l a t i n g  to th e  B r i t i s h  a n t i s l a v e r y  m o v e m e n t  in the  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  
T h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  c o n s is t s  p r i m a r i l y  o f  th e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o f  the  S o c i e t y ,  
i ts  M i n u t e  B o o k s  as w e l l  a s  a v o l u m i n o u s  a s s o r t m e n t  o f  p a m p h l e t s  e tc .  
c o n c e r n i n g  th e  B r i t i s h  and  A m e r i c a n  e f f o r t  a g a in s t  s l a v e r y .

G a r r i s o n  and W e s t o n  P a p e r s .  B o s to n  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y . B o s t o n  M a s s .  
R e f e r e n c e s  in the  te x t  to l e t t e r s  in t h e s e  c o l l e c t i o n s  r e f e r  to 
m i c r o f i l m  c o p i e s  o b t a in e d  f r o m  the B o s t o n  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y . A  
C o l l e c t i o n  o f  l e t t e r s  in t h e s e  P a p e r s  in t r a n s c r i p t  f o r m  r e l a t i v e  
to th e  S c o t t i s h  a n t i s l a v e r y  m o v e m e n t  ca n  be fo u n d  in the Mi tchel  I 
L i b r a r y .  G l a s g o w .

C h a l m e r s  C o l l e c t i o n . N e w  C o l l e g e  L i b r a r y . E d i n b u r g h .
A s  of  th is  w r i t i n g  th e  l e t t e r s  of  D r .  T h o m a s  C h a l m e r s  h a v e  o n ly  
been p a r t l y  o r g a n i z e d  and a c e r t a i n  amount  of  he lp  f r o m  the s t a f f  
is n e c e s s a r y  to o b t a in  s p e c i f i c  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .

D u m b a r t o n  C o m m i s s a r y  R e c o r d  V I  1 8 4 9 - 5 2 . S C 6 5 / 3 4 / 6 ,  S cott?sh  
R e c o r d  O f f i c e ,  E d i n b u r g h

G l a s g o w  F r e e  C h u r c h  P r e s b y t e r y  M i n u t e s  1 8 4 3 - 8 . C H 3 / 1 4 6 / 3 4 ,
S c o t t i s h  R e c o r d  O f f i c e .  E d i n b u r g h

M i n u t e s  of  the W e s t  In d i a  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  G l a s g o w ,  M i t c h e l l  L i b r a r y  
Gl as g o w .

E s t l  in P a p e r s .  M i c r o f i l m  copy  lo c a t e d  in th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  E d i n b u r g h  
L i b r a r y . T h e  o r i g i n a l s  a r e  lo c a t e d  in th e  B o s to n  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y .
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