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Abstract

Kitab al-Wajiz fi Dhikr al-Muijaz wa al-Mujiz by AbU Tahir
al-Silafi (d.576/1181) is an important treatise on jjaizah [one of the eight
methods of the transmission of 1_1_a_q_1_],_h_], which also includes the
biographies of those transmitters [in the Sth-6th centuries H.] of hadith
who gave an jjazah to al-Silafi. K, al-Wajiz is the single important source
of some biographies for many later bibliographers.

This thesis is based on the edition of a unique MS [of K. al-Wajizl in
the Chester Beatty Library. The work is divided into two main sections, the
introductory part and the critical edition of the Text.

The introductory part is further divided into two chapters. The first
chapter consists of a briel account of the author's life and a detailed study
of his works. The second chaptler contains a general outline of the eight
methods of the taking up of badith LLuLu_qL_ahg_mmmm;hgmml and a basic
account of the subject of jjazah, followed by a discussion of al-Silafi's
attitude towards jjazah.

Part two consists of the critical edition of the Arabic Text together
with an introduction, English translation and the necessary explanatory
notes. The method adopted in the edition, annotation and translation is
also indicated here. Indices of the Quranic verses and abadith, names of

books, places and persons, occurrmsin the Arabic Text are also provided.
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CHAPTER ONE

ABU TAHIR AL-SILAFI

AbU Tahir al-Silafi, a pre-eminent traditionist of the sixth century A.
H., is no longer an obscure figure. Though very few of his works have yet
seen the light of day, much more has been written about his life, details
of which are found in books, theses and articles which have been
produced in recent years. These works are listed at the end of this chapter
together with the early biographical dictionaries which contain an
account of al-Silafi's life. The number of these worké demonstrates the
degree of attention al-Silafi has always attracted.

In order to avoid repetition of the discussions about the various
aspects of al-Silafi's life found in the aforesaid works, only a very brief
introductory account of his personality and aclivities is given here.

Emphasis has been laid upon the literary output of al-Silafi. An
account of his published, unpublished and non-extant works has been
provided. No single account so far has given comprehensive information
about these works; indeed, the nature of some of them has been

misunderstood in the past.






BIOGRAPHICAL ACCOUNT

Abhmad b. Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Ibrahim b. Silafah
al-_]urwﬁ'e‘mi.1 al-Isbahani, later al-Iskandari, Abu Tahir, known as al-
Silafi,?2 surnamed Sadr al-Din, was born at Isbahan between 472 and 478
AH/1079-1085 AD.S

Although little is known of his primary education. one can surmise
that he began his principal Islamic learning [i.e. reading the Qur‘apic
text] in his early childimod. , as he read the canonical readings of the
Qur'an in 488 under Muhammad b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahmian al-
Madini and others.*

The religious milieu provided by his family played an important role
in the formation of his personality. His father had already p;eceded him
in undertaking a journey in quest of h_a;m._b_s and this probably played

a part in his directing his interest to this topic in later years. As a very

young child he was regularly present at the preaching sessions of "Urwa

1. For this spelling and vocalization; see al-Sam'ani, Ansab, f. 128a.

2. During his stay at Baghdad he used to sign himself Ahmad b. Muhammad known
as al-Silafah. “al-Silali" appears for the first time in Alexandria; see Ibn Nugiah
Ikmal, f. 68b; see also Ibn Khallikan, Wafavat, 107/1.

3. The uncertainty regarding the exact year of his birth arises because al-Silafi
himself is unsure about it. A number of different sayings of al-Silali have been
quoted by his biographers. al-Maqarri has cited an interesting musalsal hadjlh in
this regard, that when al-Silafi was asked by AbU al-Hasan b. Mu'min in which year
he was born, al-Silafi told him to mind his own business and then quoted a musalsal
t;a_qml going back to Malik b. Anas who was asked a similar question, to which the
latter replied that it was no part of manliness to disclose cne's age; see Nafh, 207/5.
However, al-Dhahabi concludes from different guotations that al-Silali was most
probably born in 475; see his Sivar 7/21; Tarikh, [l. 324b, 327a.

4. al-Dhahabi, Siyvar, 8/21; al-Subki, Jabaqgat, 4@“al-jazari, Ghavah, 102-103/1;
al-Silafi read Kjtab Abi ‘Ubayd fi al-Qiraat except sirah Qaf under Muhammad b.
Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Madini.

5. K. al-Wajiz, f. 5b; al-Safadi, al-Wali, 66/2; al-Silafi's father acquired hadith
from the musnids of Baghdad e.g. Ibn al-Batir (d. 494) and al-Ni‘ali (d.493) and

others. al-Silafi also excerpted his father's traditions.






bint Muhammad a leading preacher from his family who died in 480.%
Hadith, which became the main subject of interest and major
concern of al-Silafi's future life, drew his attention when he was still a
very young boy, when he made his debut in the hadith session of AbuU
Muhbam mad Rizci Allah b. ‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Tamimi in 482.7 His
recognised sami’ of,t;_a_dun however began in 488 when he devoted
himself enthusiastically to it.® He took the opportunity of listening to
hadith from the musnid of Isbahan, Abl 'Abd Allah al-Qasim b. al-Fadl al-
Thaqafi (d. 489)% and from other shavkhs, who total more than 600, of
whom 17 were women.!? He also sent ijazah requests to many ‘3li al-
sanad traditionists, musnids and prominent figures of other towns.!1
al-Silafi made such rapid progress in this field that by 492, when he
was still about seventeen years old, people started writing hadith on his
:rluthorit'yr.12
In Ramadan 493, he travelled to Baghdﬁd.'-” and four years later, in
497, he made the h_au_. in the company of his father.!4 He spent some
time at Makkah and Madinah and returned to Baghdad in 498 after a halt
at Kifah. During his stay at each of these places he continued devotedly
to hear padith and also to meet the scholars there.13 His stay in Baghdad

lasted a further two years.!®

6. al-Dhahabi, Sivar, 8/21.

7. al-Dhahabi, Sivar, 8/21; K, al-Wajiz. biog. 1.

8. al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, f. 324 b; al-Subki, Tabaqat, 43/4.

9. Abi al-Qasim's lirst sama' was in 403, gl-'Ibar, 327/3.

10. Ibn al-Abbar, al-Mu'jam. 50; al-Dhahabi, Tarikh. . 324b; Sivar, 8/21.

11. al-Silafi obtained Lhe jjizah of Abu Tahir al-Baqgillani, who died in 489; he also
despatched jjizah requests to Baghdad in the year 491 and beflore that as well; see
al-Silafi, Kk, al-Wajiz, biography nos. 2,3 4.

12. al-Subki, Iam_qzju 43/4.

13. al-Silafli, K, al-Waijiz, biog. 2 .

14. al-Silafi, Mu'iam al-Safac, p. 385.

15. Ibid, pp. 211, 427, 429.






Undoubtedly, his stay in Baghdad gave him every opportunity to
pursue the study of hadith and other basic [slamic sciences (e.g. several
canonical readings of Quran), figh, grammar, syntax, literature and
philology, under eminent experts in those fields. He read Shafi'ifigh
under al-Kiya al-Harrdsi, and attended lectures at Nizamiyyah College.”
On the very first day of his arrival at Baghdad he fervently rushed to
read hadith under Ibn al-Batir, the musnid of Baghdél-:l.18 Before leaving
Baghdad he compiled a huge volume, comprising 35 ajza', of the ng_f:mn
he had received on the authority of his Baghdad shavkhs (including 8
shaykhat).1®

In quest of hadith, he embarked on his exhaustive eleven years
cihlah in Baghdad in the year 500. The last two years of this journey were
spent in Damascus.?? His travels took him to Khizistan, ]Jibal,
Edharbayjin, Arrafn, Armenia and Jazirah. A brief reference to this '
riblah is made by his biographers,2! but more detailed accounts are
found in his Mu‘jam al-Safar, while his hal—acng'dn al-Buldanivvah
provides a list of 40 towns visited during this rihlah.

With the intention of making another journey, this time to the West,
he reached Alexandria in 511,22 where he stayed for four vyears.

Subsequently, he visited Cairo, where he remained for three years, and

then returned to Alexandria and settled there permanently.23

16. Ibid, p. 421.

17. Ibn Nuqgtah, al-Tagyid, 204/1; al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, f. 324b; Sivar, 11-12/21; Ilbn
Khallikan, Wafayat, 105/1.

18. Ibid, Nasr b. Ahmad b. ‘Abd Allah b. al-Batir (398-499); see al-Dhahabi, al-
Jdbar, 340/3.

19. Ibid, Sivar 12/21.

20. Ibid, 16./721; Ibn 'Asakir, Tarikh, f. 449/1.

21. Ibid, Sivar 12-16/21.

22. K. al-Wajjz, biog. 6; 1bn Nugtah, Tagvid, 208/1; Ibn Khallikan, Waflavat, 105/1;
Ibn al-Abbar, al-Mu'jam, p. 49; Ibn al-Jumayyizi, Mashvakhah, f. 15a.






Alexandria was a resting station for the pilgrims of the West, and a
shelter for the refugees of Sicily after the Norman occupation of the
[sland.z“ Activities concerning hadith burgeoned there with the arrival
of al-Silafi; people flocked from both East and West to this ‘ali al-sapad
traditionist for his sama‘.?> The people of Alexandria held him in high
esteem, and many years later in 546, al-'Adil 'Ali b. al-Sallar the vizier of
al-Zafir al-'‘Ubaydi built the first Dar al-badith there, known as al-
Madrasah al-‘Adli yyah or al-Silafiyyah.2®

Notwithstanding his opposition to the Fatimid caliphate, there are no
reports of any clashes between him and the Caliphs. On the contrary, he
was held in great respect by them.2”

al-Silafi is credited with having heard traditions from the shavkhs of
more than 70 different towns. His shayvkhs and those who transmitted
on his authority are toonumerous to count.?® One remarkable feature of
al-Silafi is that some of his shavkhs, e. g. Muhammad b. Tahir al-Magqdisi
(d. 507) and AbU 'Ali al-Baradani (d. 498), had also transmitted on his
authority. Similarly Qadi 'Iyad, who died 32 vears before al-Silafi, also
transmitted on his authority by means of jj_azah_,zg He was unparalleled
for being heard for more than eighty Years.30 No one could vie?t?iﬁm

towards the end of this period. An amazing difference of 144 years is

found between the deaths of the first and the last transmitiers who

23. 1bn 'Asakir, Tarikh, . 499/1.

24. F. Gabrieli, Storia della Letteratura araba, Milano, 1952, pp. 176-179.

25. al-Sakhawi, ['lan, 294; Ibn Nuglah, Tagyid, 205/1.

26. Ibn Khallikan, Walav3l, 105/1; Ibn al-Abbar, al-Mu‘ijam, p. 49; al-Dhahabi,
Iadhkirah, p. 1302; al-Hafiziyyah al-Silafiyyah' al-Asnawi, Tabaqat, 270/1, 444/2.
27. al-Dhahabi, Tadhkirah. p. 1301. |

28. Ibn 'Asakir, Tarikh, f. 499/1; al-Dhahabi gives a detailed account of both in his
Sivar, 9-22/21.

29. al-Rafi'i, al-Tadwin, 225/2; al-Dhahabi, JTadhkirah, 1300.

30. al-Dhahabi, al-‘Ibar, 228/4.






reported on his authority.3!
He died suddenly on 5 Rabi' al-Akhir 576, after the Fajr prayer, and

was buried in Wa'lah at Alexandria.32

31. al-Subkij, al-Tabaqal al-Wusia, l. 26a.
32. Ibn Khallikan, Wafayal, 106/1; al-Asnawi, Tabaoal. 5%9/2.






AL-SILAFI 'S WORKS
In this section we will proceed to examine the works of al-Silafi,
which have been divided into three calegories, namely, published,

unpublished and non-extant works.

PUBLISHED WORKS
/Mu'jam al-Safar
This is undoubtedly the most important work of al-Silafi. It is in the
form of a biographical dictionary, which gives a valuable informative
account of the social and scholarly activities of his time. It has drawn the
attention of various contemporary scholars. The first of these culled from
it 54 biographies of transmitters of Sicilian origin and arranged them

under the title of Ahkb.ar_a.Lb.a.si_M_unmJ_&gmmn33 Similarly 104

biographies of Spanish scholars were extracted from the book by another

scholar and recorded in Akhbar wa Tarajim Andalusivyah.34

In addition to this the book has been studied as part of a doctoral
thesis in 196833 and again in 1972.3% Also a part of il was published for

the first time in 197837 and was critically analysed in 197938

33. Rizzitano, U, Akhb3 1 B3 ] ah allad 1 Tariama Ia
AbU Tahir al-Silafi, Annals of the Faculty of Arls Univ. of 'Ain Shams, Vol. 3, Jan.
1955, Cairo University Press, pp. 49-112.

34. 'Abbas, Ihsan, Ak : % ivva

al-Safar 1i al-Silafi, Dar al- Thaqafah (Beirut 1963).

35. Zaman, Sher Muhammad, AbQ [ahir Ahmad b, Muhammad al-Sila(i, al- [sbahani
His life and works with an Analvtical study of his Mu'jam al-Safar, Ph.D. Thesis,

Harvard Universily, Cambridge, Massachusetts, April, 1968.

36. Saleh, Hasan 'Abd al-Hamid, The Life and Times of al-Hafiz Abl Tahir al-Silafi

accompanjed by a critical edition of part of the author's Mu‘iam al-Safar Ph.D.

Thesis, Universily of Cambridge, July 1972.
37. al-Hasani, Bahijah, My‘jam al-Safac, vol. 1, Dar al-Hurriyyah (Baghdad 1978).

38. Ma'ruf, Bashshar ‘Awwad, "Mu'jam_al-Saflar li Abi Tahir al-Silali’, al-Mawrid,
no.8, vol. 1 (Baghdad 1979), pp. 379-383.
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publication of the full contents of the work took place in 1988.3°

Su'alat al-Hafiz al-Silafi 40

Following the example of previous m_uh.a_d_d_i_t.hj.f“ al-Silafi also
compiled a few works of this genre. Of these only one, which resulted
from his meeting with al—I:Iawcthi.42 in Wisit at the beginning of the
second phase of his rihlah in 500 has so far been published. Brief
accounts of the life and activities of 126 transmitters are arranged
systematically in this book. Like his M, al-Safar, this work has also been a
great source of information for later biographers, i.e. Yaqut, Ibn Nugqiah,

al-Qufti, al-Dhahabi and Ibn Hajar.

al-Muntaqa min Kitab Makarim al-Akhlaq 43

This is a work that survives only in one autograph MS. It is a
selection, in five parts, from a work of Ab0 Bakr Muhammad b. Ja'far b.
Sahl al-Khara'iti (d. 327).44 Having made the selection, al-Silafi read it
under his shaykh Abu al-Hasan in Damascus, who was in possession of a
manuscript of al-Khara'iti's work. The surviving part of the Makarim al-
Akhlag has also been publishe-:l."5 It contains traditions, anecdotes,

poetry and mk_am_ on the subject of ethics.

Intikhab min Kitab al-Irshad fi Ma'rifat ‘Ulama’ al-
Hadith46

39.2aman, S. M., M_u_ja_m_m Ma]ma al-Buhuth al-1slAmiyyah (Islamabad 1988).

i, ed. Muta' al-Turabishi (Damascus

1976 &1983]
41. See e.g. Su'alat" [Mhman b. Talul li Ibn Ma'in (d. 233) (MS. Istanbul Ahmet III,

624); (MS. Istanbul

Ahmet II1, 124/4); Mlﬁl.AJlLﬂ.ﬂR.h.dﬁd.lLﬂLH&klm_h_alM(MS Ahmet I1I, 624/1)
42. AbG al-Karam Khamis b. ‘Ali b. Ahmed b. 'Ali b. Ibrahim b. al-Hasan b.

Salamiyah al-Hawdhi (447-510) al-Dhahabi, Ia_d_h};_ngh p. 1262.

MaLtha ed. Muti' al-Hafiz & Ghazwah Budayr (Dar al-Fikr, Damascus 1986)
44. See for his biography Khatib, Tarikh, f. 139/2; al-Dhahabi, Tadhkirah, 48/3.
45. Cairo, 1350H.






Kitab al-Irshad, is a compilation of Abil Ya'la al-Khalil b. ‘Abd Allah al-
Khalili (d. 446), who dictated it to AbU al-Fath Isma'il b. 'Abd al-Jabbar.
When al-Silafi visited Qazwin in Safar 501 he read it under Abu al-Fath. He
later made a selection from it. This selection consists of 10 parts.

A complete manuscript is presently held in Istanbul and Rabm,“7
and parts of it are to be found in Leiden and Berlin.48 Each part of the
work contains many reading certificates.

The work consists of information about transmitters from various
towns and some of their transmissions. The preface contains various
discussions on hadith sciences. Special treatment is given to the issue of
u_lu%u_al;s_an_a_d_ 49 Each one of the 10 ajzd’ of the Aya Sofya copy contains

a number of reading certificates.

Muqaddimat Kitab Ma'alim al-Sunan
This is published as a part of the eighth volume of Mﬂkhlﬁsm_&unﬁn

Abi Dawid’® According to al-Silafi Ma'alim al-Sunan is the best
commentary on al-Sunan (by Abl Dawid) ever written. This

mugaddimah emphasizes the importance of the Sunan followed by a

characteristic biographical account of its compiler. al-Silafi elaborates

his sanad of al-Sunan. It is worth noting that he repetitiously indicates

46. It is published under the title of ﬂl:l.r_s.had_h_m.a_uh!_llla.mﬁ__al:_ﬂ_uai ed.
Asya kaliban ‘Ali al-Zuhayri, Markaz Ihya al-Trath alillmi al-‘Arabi, University of
Baghdad, 1981.

47. MS. Istanbul, Aya Sofya collection Suleymaniye Kiitiiphanesi, 2951; Raba.528
Kattani.

48. Parts 5,8,9 are preserved in the Leiden University Library, Or. 109, Ar. 1809

Ar. 1810. Part 6 is cited in Ahlwardl's Catalogue, Yerzeichniss der Arabischen
Handschriften der Koniglichen Bibliothek zu Berlin (Berlin 1887-1899) 1X, 381

(MS. 9919).

49. See [f. 7b, 8a of the Aya Sofya MS.
50. al-Mundhiri, Mukhtasa : 3 a Ma'a 3 3 A AV m3
al-Khatabi.. ed. Muhammad Hamid al-Fiqqi, & Ahmad Mahmud Shakir (Dar al-
Ma'rifah, Cairo 1369) vol. 8, pp. 138-163.
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that he received it exclusively from Abu al-Mahasin al-Tabari of al-Rayy
during his riblah in 501; the latter was the only transmitter of this book
with ispad ‘ali on the authority of AbU Dawid. He further mentions that
AbU Bakr al-TartGshi, an illustrious Shafi'i faqih wrote it without sama’
and authorization because he did not have an opportunity of receiving it
in ‘'Irdq. At the end it gives some information on the life of AbQ

Sulayman al-l(hatti’ibi.f‘I -- the commentator of the S,u_m

Istijazat al-Hafiz al-Silafi al-Shaykh al-Zamakhshari
This is a small treatise which contains the correspondence for jjazah
between al-Zamakhshari and al-Silafi. It has been edited by Bahijah al-

Hasani.52 It was also previously published in al-Magqgarri's Azhar al-
B:‘s:a‘d.53

51. See also al-Dhahabi, Siyar,1/20 where he cites a large amount of biographical
information on the authority of al-Silafi.

52. See Majallat al-Majma' al-'Ilmi al-'Iraqi, 1973, no. 23, pp. 157-195.
53. See pp. 283-293.
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UNPUBLISHED WORKS

This is the largest portion of al-Silafi's works. As seen from the
aforementioned list a few of his works have been published but a vast
majority continues to remain unknown to contemporary scholarship. The
manuscripts of these works are scattered in libraries throughout the
world. Here an attempt has been made to provide a comprehensive list of

I.hem.s4

al-Mashyakhah al-Baghdadiyyah5S3

This is also known as Mu'jam Baghdad>® al-Safinah al-
Baghdadiyyah >’ Mu'jam Masha'ikh Baghdad®® and Mu'jam Shuyikh
Baghdad.>®

This work, comprising 35 parts.60

is a collection of the
transmissions which al-Silafi received from his shavkhs of Baghdad. A
manuscript of it, consisting of 348 folios is preserved in the Escorial
Library,61 while some other parts of the work are also found in other
libraries.52

The present Escorial copy was transcribed by Ibrahim b. ‘Uthman b.

54. M. M. Zaytin assumes that, apart from two works of al-Silafi, no other book of
him has survived; see al-Silafi Ashhary 'Ulami’, p. 45.

55. The [full title on the existing copy of the work is al-Mashvakhah al-
56. This is also used by Hajji Kll-nalifah. Kashf, p. 1696; al-Silafi, Mu'jam al-Saflar,
p. 65.

57. al-Dhahabi, Sivar,21/21, but again on Lhe same page it is spelt as al-
58. Ibn Shuhbah, Tabaqgat , 7/2.

59. al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, f. 324b.

60. al-Dhahabi, Tadhkirah, p. 1300.

61. Harltwig Derenbourg, Les Manuscrits Arabes de 1'Escorial (Paris 1928), 281/3
(MS. 1783).

62. Mm@mmmmﬂuhmmw f. 1-73a (MS. Istanbal, Maktabah
Fateh Millet, Fezullah collection MS. S532). Juz' 11 and 12 are preserved in
Damascus, Maktabah al-Asad, Zahiriyyah collection,3747 (Majmu‘ 10), ff. 39b-55b.
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fsa from the autograph of Hammad al-Harrani (d. 597), dated by him in
Alexandria, in Rajab 609. al-Harrani received his copy from al-Silafi by
means of jjdzah in 574. This copy has no preface; but it begins directly
with Ibn al-Batir's traditions. al-Nawawi, who frequently quotes this work

in his Iab_ﬁ_qal cites the following passage on the authority of al-Silafi:®3

o aally wladly 2Ll e (5 e LY g ] calinl Ll e de O3y o L) o i O3a 1,
LRl e Sy Faady patiy dicall s JGy 0BY 0y,

This quotation is taken from the preface of this Mashvakhah,--
indicating that the Escorial copy lacks the preface. This work provides
the full name of his shavkhs, and the year and place of the transmission.

No detailed biographical information is provided. The style is more or less

similar to Mujam Asami Mashaikh Abi ‘'Ali al-Hasan al-Haddad (d.
5i15).6%

An abridgement of the work was also made by Ahmad b. Khalil al-
Labudi®d a copy of which is presently held at Leiden %6

Kitab al-Wajiz fi Dhikr al-Mujaz wa al-Mujiz,

This is the subject of the study of the present thesis.

Kitab al-Arba'in al-Buldaniyyah
The full title given to this work by al-Silafi is Kitab al-Arba'in al-

Mustaghna bi Tay'in ma fihi min al-Muin,®7 but it is commonly known
as al-Arba‘'ig a]—[}ulgia“nijgjf:a.h.'sa This work comprises forty hadith

received from the shavkhs of forty towns. According to al-Silafi, he is the

63. al-Nawawi, Ikhtisar al-Tabagal, I. 43a (MS. Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyyah, 3440).
64. MS. Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyyah, 26 M. M_us_t_ai_ah

65. al-Munlagat min al-Safinah al-Baghdadiyyah, Brockelmann, GAL, 1:365 (450),

S1,624;S 11, 85.
66. Landberg, Calalogue desmanuscrits arabes, p. 32 (MS. 117).
67. See Lhe preflace of KJ_Lab_al_AI_Qa_m (MS. Paris) I. 2b; see also Ibn al-Jumayyizi,

Mashyakhah, f. 17a.
68. Hajji Khalifah, Kashfl, p. 54.
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first person to lay down a new tradition in A.J;.b_'g.'.l.nﬂ.(’g Ibn Nuqtah, al-
Dhahabi, and Hajji Khalifah agree with al-Silafi that this is so.”9 After
al-Silafi, many scholars, like YUsuf b, Ahmad b. Ibrahim (d. 585), Mansir
b. Salim al-Iskandaradni (d. 677) and Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Zahiri (d.
696) followed this newly introduced method.” !

[n the preface al-Silafi relates a short history of Arba'in literature
by giving the names of 10 prominent traditionists who compiled works
consisting of forty traditions.” 2

al-Silafi dictated the work in 575, at the request of some of his
fellows.”3 It became very popular and spread, in Andalus particularly,
during the lifetime of al-Silafi. Ibn al-Abbar mentions the names of those
people who read it under al-Silafi.’4 al—}{u'ayni,75 Ibn Rz‘11'i'.76 Ibn
Taghri Bardi’” give the names of those people who received it from al-
Silafi by means of jjazah or sama'. al-Tujibi.’® and Ibn Hajar’? also read
it under their shavkhs.

According to Khalid al-Balawi, al-Silafis Arba'in was a text book in

the madrasahs of Alexandria, e.g. Madrasah al-Salahivyah and Madrasah

69. See K. Arba‘in (MS. Paris) [. 2b.

70. Ibn Nugtah, Taqyid, 20571, al-Dhahabi, Tacikh, . 325 b; Hijji Khalifah, Kashf,
p. 51.

71. al-Dhahabi, Tadhkirah, pp.1336, 1467, 1480, al-Dhahabi himsell also compiled

a work of this type entitled as al-Thalathun Hadithan al-Buldaniyyah: see Mukhlasar
min Tarikh Ibn al-Dubaythi p. 13; see also Arberry, Sakhawijana (London 1951) for

further details, pp. 14-16.

72. See the preface f. 2a.

73. K._Acba'in (MS. Paris) f. 2b.

74. See his al-Takmilah, vol. 2, pp. 531,603,668.

75. See his Barnamij, p. 117, 118,

76. See his Jarikh, p. 181.

77. See his al-Manhal al-§afi, 46/1.

78. See al-Qasim b. Yosufl al-Tujibi (d. 730) Barnamij al-Tujibi. ed. ‘Abd al-Hafiz
Manstr (Tunis 1981), p. 154.

79. See his al-Majma' al-Mu'assas li al-Mu'jam al-Mufahras (Ms. Dar al-

Kutub al-Misriyyah, Cairo, 72), ff. 322, 457.
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[bn Habdssah, in 738 H.80

There are a number of manuscripts of this work, preserved in
different libraries around the world.

1. Cairo, Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyyah, Taymiriyyah collection, MS.

422 Hadith, ff. 11.

2. Tehran, Khizanat Fakhr al-Din al-Nusayri8!

3. Damascus, Zahiriyyah.

a. Majmi' 18 - fols. 36 - 43.

b. Majmu' 76 - fols. 6 - 21.

c. Hadith 532 - 1 - 10.

d. Hadith 537 - 1 - 16.

4. Paris, Bibliothéque Nationale, 722/1.

Abli Muhammad al-Qasim Ibn 'Asdkir al-Dimashqi expanded this

under the title Turug Arba'in al-Hafiz al-Silafi wa al-Ta'rif bi Ruwatihd wa
Dhikr al-'All wa al-Nazil min Darjatina®? An abridgement of the work

was also made by Abl Bakr Ibn Zahmuyah, only two folios of which exist

in the Zahiriyyah Library.83

Tarajim al-Abhariyyin

A collection of the traditions and some verses of poetry which al-
Silafi read under his ghaykhs of al-Abhar. The work starts on f. 132a with
the title wamwam It contains no
biographical accounts of these ghaykhs.

A manuscript of the work is preserved in the Zahiriyyah collection
of Maktabat al-Asad Damascus.34

‘Ali b. al-Mufaddal al-Maqdisi, a prominent pupil of al-Silafi, read it

80. Khalid al-Balawi, i_al- ig [i 1l ' a al- iq cf. M, Zaytin,
al-Silafi Ashbaru ‘Ulam3' al-Zaman p. 201.

81. See Majallat Ma'had al-Mak htiitat al-‘Arabiyyah, 1957, vol. 3, p. 47.

82. MS. Zahiriyyah, 279, Hadith, If. 60.

83. Ibn Zahmiyah, al-Muntagd min al-Arba‘in al- Buldapivvah cf. S_gLalgj._a_l__Ham
al-Silafi, ed. al-Turabishi, p. 20.

84, MS. 3809, Majmiu' (73), . 132a -138b.
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under the latter in the presence of some other people in Ramadan in the

year 573. The extant copy was compared with the original of al-Silafi.

< al-Salmasiyyat

Also known as al-Majalis al-Khamsah83 and al-Majalis al-
ﬁ_alm_aamy_ah,.% This is a collection of al-Silafi's padith which he dictated
to the scholars of Salmas (Adharbayjan) in Dhi al-Hijjah 505, in its chief
mosque.&7 The work comprises five small collections which were
dictated in five gatherings. Each majlis consists of 10 hadilh and ends
with a piece of poetry.88

Like his other works it was also used by later scholars, and was read
as a text by Muhibb al-Tabari and Ibn }ama'ah” Ibn Hajar read it under
his ghavkhah Maryam.90

A list of the Mss. of this work is as follows:

l. Damascus, Maktabal al-Asad, Zahiriyyah collection:

a. MS. 3800, Majmu’ (64) ff. 156 - 164,

b. MS. 1178, Hadith (387) ff. 230 - 245.

c. MS. 376, Majmi’ (26) ff. 293 - 296.

2. Oxford, Bodleian Library, MS. 493 Marsh, tf. 194 - 209.%!

All these copies contain a great number of reading certificates.

al-Sudasiyyat

85. Ms Damascus, Zahiriyyah 3800 (Majmi', 64) f. 156; al-Ishbili, Fihrist, p. 179;
Hajji Khalifah, Kashf, p. 997.

86. Ibn al-Abbar, al-Mu'jam, p. 142.

87. al-Dhahabi, Tarikh. [.325b.

88. Saleh mistakenly says that each majlis conlains four ahadith; see his al-Haliz
al-Silafi, p. 198.

89. See the reading certificales of the MS. of al-Zahiriyyah 387 Hadith. [. 245b.

90. Ibn Hajar, al-Majma"‘ al-Mu'assas, [. 255.

91. The title does not appear in the printed catalogue, and the work is bound with
other works.
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This is a collection of selected hadith of those Aali al-sanad traditions.
which al-Silafi received by sami' from Ibn al—Hattab al-Razi, the musnid.
of Alexandria.®? In the sanad only six authorities including his shaykh
al-Razi intervene between al-Silafi and the Prophet (p. b. u. h.). For this
reason it was called al-Sudasivvat.

In the preface al-Silafi explains the meaning of ‘Ali and pnazil and
the virtues of being Ali al-sanad. In this regard he supports his opinion
by quoting some fhadith. The work includes some information about the
transmitters, particularly the companions. This work is also referred to
by later scholars.?3

The following is a list of the Mss. which are found in different
libraries around the world.

1. Damascus, Maktabat al-Asad, Zahiriyyah collection, 3809 (Majmi'

73),f.11-121.

2. Escorial, 1800/9, ff. 89-99.%4

3. Gotha, Thuringische Landesbibliothek, no. 613.93

The Zahiriyyah MS. is in the autograph of Abl Muhammad 'Abd al-
Ghani al-Maqdisi and was read under al-Silafi in Sha'ban S69 in

Alexandria. This copy has also been checked against the original copy.

Intikhabat
Following the tradition of earlier scholars.c’6 al-Silafi also prepared

a2 number of selections of the books and collections of his shavkhs and

92. al-Suda‘Six}{ai al-Mukharrajah min Sam3‘'at al-Razi; see title page of the
Zahiriyyah MS. 3809, Majmu’, 73, f. 11; see also Hajji, Kash(, p. 982 where he gives
the title as al-Sudasiyyat [i al-Hadith.

93. Muhibb al-Tabari, al-Riyadd  al-Nadirah (i Manaqib al-'Asharah (Beirut 1984)
p. 18/1.

94. See the catalogue of Derenbourg Hartwig , L_e_s__Mmms_quLLaLg_Qe_s_d_e_l_E_s_ng
(Paris 1884-1903) MS. 1800/9.

95. See the calalogue of Pertsch, Wilhelrﬂ, Die Arabjischen Handschriften der
Herzoglichen Bibliothek zu Gotha (Gotha 1878), vol. 1, MS. 613.

96. See al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, al-Jami‘, pp. 155-167 for further details; see also
notes on Arabic lext no.80. : ’
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earlier scholars. The following is a list of these Intikhabat.

1. Intikhab min Ustul Sama‘'at Ibn al-Farrd' al-
Mawsili®’

al-Silafi excerpted more than one hundred Juz' of Ibn al-Farrd's
t.ransmissions:.98 The third part of this work, consisting of 9 folios, is
listed in the catalogue of the Chester Beatty Library. It is an autograph

copy dated, in Alexandria, Sha'ban 513.99

2. Intikhabat min Usil Kutub al-Shaykh Abi 'Abd Allah
al-Tabari!00
This selection consists of ,anam and anecdotes which al-Silafi
transmitted on the authority of AbU ‘Abd Allah al-Husayn b. ‘Ali b. al-
Husayn al-Tabari of Makkah. It contains a reading certificate in the
colophon, which indicates that on completion al-Silafi read this work

under al-Tabari.

3. Intikhabat min Ustl Ibn al-Sar[‘aj‘O1
This consists of 6 folios which contain aha_d_f_m_ anecdotes and some
verses. The reading certificate on the first page of the Baghdad copy

indicates that it was received from al-Silafi in 571,102

4. Intikhabat min Usul Sama‘at Abi al-Husayn al-Thaqafi
al-Silafi made this selection on the authority of AbU al-Husayn

Ahmad b. Hamzah b. Muhammad al-Thaqafi the bakim of Kufah, when the

97. ‘Ali b. al-Husayn b. ‘Umar, Abu al-Hasan al-Misri (d. 519); see Mu'‘jam al-Safar,
p. 286.

98. al-Silafi, Mu‘jam al-Safar, pp. 28‘6:1"_—7.

99. Arberry, A hand list, MS. 3764.

100. MS. Maktabah al-Asad, Zahiriyyah Collection, 3791 Majmiu‘ (55) ff. 73 - 80.
101. Abu Muhammad Ja'far b. Ahmad b. Husayn (d. 500).

102. MS. Baghdad, Maktabah al-Awqaf, 2841 Majmi'.
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latter came to Baghdad. This copy was written by 'Abd al-Ghani b. ‘Abd al-
Wahid al-Magqdisi. It also contains a reading certificate on the title

page.]03 This work has also been compared with al-Silafi's original copy.

s. Intikhabat min Ustl Ibn al-Tuyuri!04

This is also known as g_[;A_izﬁ'_a_l;I_‘_uﬂr_iML.ms A manuscript of the
work is preserved in the Zahiriyyah collection. It consists of 286 folios,
comprising 17 parts,106 and contains ghi_djj,_h anecdotes etc, which al-
Sjlafi selected from the autograph of Ibn al-Tuytri during his stay at
Baghdad.

Each part of this collection ends with the authorization of al-Silafi
and a reading—cértificate. |

[t appears in the catalogue under the title of Muntakhabat al-

6. Intikhabat min Ajza' Abi Mangir al-Kh@jani!'%7

al-Silafi excerpted this work from the writings of AbU Manslr
Abhmad b. Nasr b. Ahmad al-Mudhakkir (b. 433) at Maraghah during his
rihlah. He read it under the latter in the year 503. The Damascus MS. is _in
a Maghribi hand. At the end of this selection there are two folios
containing the hadith of AbU Tahir al-Nuhawandi (f. 137) and Ahmad al-
Ashnajardi (f. 138). The colophon of the MS. is followed by a reading-

certificate. This copy was written in 572.

7 Intikhab min Mashyakhat al-Razi, wa Thabt
Masmi'atih

103, MS. Damascus, Maktabah al-Asad, Zahiriyyah, 113 Majmi’. ff. 11 - 21.

104. Abl al-Husayn al-Mubarak b. ‘Abd al-Jabbar al-Sayrafi, al-Baghdadi (d. 500).
105. MS. Damascus, Maktabah al-Asad, Zahiriyyah, 3763 Majmo'(26), [T. 128-139.
106.MS. Damascus, Maktabah al-Asad, Zahiriyyah, 329 Hadith, ff. 286.

107. MS. Ibid. 3763 Majmu’ (26) (I. 128-136.
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al-Silafi made a selection of the Mashvakhah of his shaykh Abu 'Abd
Allah Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Razi in 512. A manuscript of this work is
presently held in Damascus (Zahiriyyah). It mentions 46 shavkhs, the
majority of whom belong to Egypt.'o8

This copy is signed by 'Abd al-Rahman b. Makki al-Ansari and dated
597; he read it under al-Silafi at Alexandria in 521.

A brief introduction to each shavkh is followed by a k;ggmh or a piece

of poetry.

8. Intikhab min Musnad Ibn Zaydan!0°

This is a very small collection prepared from selected ahadith of the
musnad of Ibn Zaydan. A manuscript of it, bound with other works of al-
h,l 10

Silafi, is in the Zahiriyya in the autograph of ‘Abd al-Ghani al-

Magqdisi

al-Amali

The plural of jmla’' is used for a collection of hadith etc. which a
shayvkh transmits by means of dictation. 11!

According to Ibn Khallikan, al-Silafi's amali and ta‘dliq are
innumerable.!!2 The following verses by al-Silafi indicate his concern

with such things:"3

lailly bAbl gl g 1l JLYI a5 e B,
Y ol cssule Lo uls g sl g sl Jals

108. MS. Zahiriyyah, 1231 (Hadith, 527), ff. 73-80; see also Mu'jam al-Safar for his
life, p. 286.

109. Abb Muhammad ‘Abd Alldh b. Zaydan b. Burayd al-Bajli (d. 313).

110. MS. 3849, ff. 17-22. |

111. See also Kashf, p. 161/1.

112. See Walayat, p. 105; MS. Zahiriyyah, 9399 shows this figure i. e. 633- 637.

113. al-Sam‘ani, Adab al-Iml3, p. 12.
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In the Mu'jam al-Safar he makes mention of those who came to write
these amali at special dictation sessions.
There are several copies of these amali in various libraries. A list of

these surviving works is given.

1. Juz' min al-Amalj'!4

This is a collection of hadith which were dictated on Fridays.

2. Juz' min al-Amalil!>
The MS of this work is in the autograph of al-Silafis eminent student
'Abd al-Ghani al-Maqdisi. He read it under al-Silafi in 510 in Alexandria

This Juz' was dictated in the course of al-Silafi's 633rd to 637th sessions.

3.Juz' min al-Amalill®6

This is a part of the 17th Juz' of amali frbm the dictation sessions
which took place on Fridays in the year 529.

The concluding page contains a reading certi-ficate of the 7th

century.

4. Juz' min al-Amali!l7

The MS of this work contains the fifth session [Juz' 5] of the Amali of
Abu Muti’ Muhammad b. 'Abd al-Wahid al-Misri (d. 497), which the latter
dictated at Isbhahan on Monday, 2nd Sha'ban 488. Having written them
down al-Silafi transmitted them in his turn in Alexandria in 574.

Each Ila.d.LLh. ends with a critical remark as regards its authenticity.

The MS. folios contain only one majlis, comprising five ahadith.

114. MS. Zahiriyyah, 3927, [f. 2b-10a.

115. MS. Zahiriyyah, 9399, f. 1-13a.

116. MS. Zahiriyyah, 7416 ‘Am. ff. 1-10.

117, MS. Zahiciyyah, 1148 (357 Hadith), (ff. 56a - 58b).
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juz' min Hadith al- Silafil!8

A collection of the transmissions attributed to al- S1laf1 which ‘Abd
|-*Aziz b. ‘Isa al-Lakhmi read under him in 574. The beginning of the MS.

is missing.1 19

Kitab al-Abhdth
This is a collection of mm_,lzo Juz' five and nine of v}hich are

listed in the Leiden Cataiogue.lzl

Mugaddimat Kitab al-Istidhkar 122

This is an introduction to the Kitab al-Istidhkdr fi sharh ma
mmwhh_ﬁ.l__lﬂ.uﬂmm by Ibn 'Abd al-Barr, in which the latter
comments on the Muwatta’ of Malik. K. al-Istidhkar was used as a text
book indSilafi's madrasah.

al-Silafi dictated this work in 551. The Damascus MS. was read by AbU

Muhammad ‘Abd al-Aziz b. {sa al-Lakhmi under al-Silafi in Shawwal 573
in al-Madrasah al-‘Adiliyyah at Alexandria.
A MS. entitled ghl_mlﬁ}_'ﬂlﬂ_ﬂﬂduwat‘l’:a' li al-Imam Malik fi Maijlis

is also listed by Kahnilah.lz?’ This work ispreserved in the
Mahmidiyyah Library, Madinah. The first four folios are similar to that

of the Zahriyyah copy.

118. MS. Zahiriyyah, 3798 (62 Majmu'), ff. 9 - 20.

119. It begins: Oit'ah min al-hadith wa minhu hadith al-Istihza.

120. Brockelmann, GAL, 1: 365 (450).

121. Landberg, C. Catalogue desmanuscrils, MS. 76 (vol. 5) and 75 (vol. 9) p. 24, 25.
122. MS. Damascus, Zahiriyyah, 3807 Majmu‘ (71) ff. 116 - 122.

123. Kahhalah, WMMMLM(MS 127) al-Mawrid, vol. 6,
part 2, p. 243, 244.
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NON-EXTANT WORKS

The following are those works which have been attributed to al-
Silafi by his biographers and bibliographers, but they are not known to

be extant.

1. Mu‘jam Shuyikh Isbahan

This was a biographical dictionary of the ghavkhs of Isbahian under
whom al-Silafi read. The first reference to it is maderby al-Nawawi 124
who does not give it a specific title. al-Dhahabi is alone in that he calls it
by three different titles, ie. Mu'jam li Masha'ikh Isbahin,'?> Mu'jam
Isbahan'?® and al-Safinah al-Isbahanivyah.'?? Ibn Shuhbah and Ibn
Hajar call it Mu'jam Masha'ikh Isbahan.!?® and Mujam al-
,lgb_ahanizxmlzg respectively,

This Mu'jam contained the biographies of more than 600 people of
Isbahdn as well as of those who visited it. A large part of the work is
quoted by al-Dhahabi in his Tarikh al-Islam. It is also been used by Ibn

Hajar.130

Tarjamat Abi al-Muzaffar!3!

A biography of this renowned poel and man of letters of Khurdsin

is cited by al-Sakhawi,!32 al-Subki'33 and Hajji Khalifah.!34

124, MF. 43a.

125. Tadhkirah, p. 1299; see also Kaltani, Fihrist. 997/2.

126. Sivar, 8/21; Tarikh, . 324b.

127. Sivar, 21/21.

128. Tabaaat, 7/2.

129. Lisan, 83/5.

130. See his :[a_b_su_ 745/2; Lisan, 83/5. .

131. Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Abi Wardi; see Yaqot, M _al-Buldian, 111/1;
al-Zirikli's A'lam, 316/5; see also Mamdih Haqqi, al-Abi Wardi Mumaththil al-Qarn
al-kKhamis [i Baclaman al-Fikr al-‘Arabj (Damascus N.D.).

132. al-Sakhawi, J'lan, 378.
133. al-Subki, Idha.uﬂ. 63/4.
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S. M. Zaman interprets Hajji Khalifah's entry as implying that this is
a biography of al-Silafi written by Abu al-Muzaffar.135 This assumption,
however, is erroneous, as al-Silafi was some 66 years younger than Abil
al-Muzaffar and was still a young man travelling in quest of hadith when
the latter died, in 507. Furthermore, the titles given to AbQ al-Muzaffar, as
recorded on the first page of the MS. of his diwan show the respect and
high esteem in which he was held.l-”6 The exalted position of this man
makes it even more doubtful that he should have written any such

biography.

Tarjamat Hayat Abi Nu‘aym al-Isbahani
This is another work which is cited by al-Dhahabi!3’7 and

Sakhawi.!38 It contains the names of 80 people who transmitted on the

authority of Abu Nu'aym, along with the latter's biography.

Shart al-Qira‘'ah ‘ala al-Shuyikh

This work is mentioned by al-Dhahabi,!3% and Hajji Khalifah.!140

Fihrist al-Silafi

This was an important work containing a list of both al-Silafi's
-transmissions and of the books which he transmitted. It is mentioned by
al-Ishbili!4! and al-Sakhawi.!42 al-Ishbili received his copy from al-

Silafi. It was also read by al-Ru'ayni under AbU Ishaq Ibrahim b.

134. Hajji Khalifah, Kash{. 398/1.

135. See his dissertation, p. 10.

136. Diwan al-Shavkh al-Imam Taj Khurasa
Wardi (MS. Oxford Bodleian, 251 Laud), f. 1b.
137. Tadhkirah, p. 1093.

138. al-Sakhawi, al-]'lan, 370.

139. al-Dhahabi, Sivar, 21/21.

140. Hajji, Kashf, 1044.

141. al-Ishbili, Fihrist, p. 430.

142, al-1'1an, 273.
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Muhammad b. 'Abd al-'Aziz al-Hadrami. !43

Su’alat al-Silafi

144 jn which al-

This is a comprehensive title given to those works
Silafi carried out investigations of the transmitters of hadith, and of other
scholars of both Baghdad and Kufah irrespective of whether or not they
were natives of these places. Questions were put to al-Shuja’ al—Dhuhli,145
al-Mu'taman al-Saji"“‘ and AbuU ‘Ali al-Baradani of Baghdad and Abu
Nasr ai—NarsiI 47 of Kufan!48 concerning the reliability of these
transmitters and scholars. The answers given were arranged by al-Silafi
in these works, which became a valuable source of information for later .

biographers.”g

Intikhab

This was a selection prepared from the sama'at a.nd ajza of Abu al-
Hasan 'Ali b. 'Isa al-Tabari, al-Wa'iz! % known as al-'Ayyar of Marand. This
selection, incorporating other material which al-Silafi received during
his rihlah, from the shavkhs of Aze‘lbaijan, Arran, Armenia, Shirwan
and Bab al-Abwab, was * left behind by him with somebody at Salmas

and was never recovered.

Intikhab Tawrikh Tarabulus

The original history was by AbU al-Hasan 'Ali b. ‘Abd Allah b.

143. al-Ru‘ayni, Barnamij, p. 116.
144, These works are mentioned by Ibn Nugtah, Tagvid, 204/1; and Ibn Rajab, Dhavl
JTabagat. 95/1.

145. Shuja’ b. Facis al-Dhuhli, Abii Ghalib al-Baghdadi (d. 507) al-‘lbar, 13/4. i 5 p nh

146. Mu'taman b. Ahmad b. ‘Ali Ab Nasr al-Raba'i (d. 507) al-‘Ibar. 15/4.

147. Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Baghdadi (d. 498) al-‘[bar 352/3.

148. Muhammad b. ‘Ali b. MaymuniKafi, Abii al-Ghana'im (d. 510) al-'Ibar, 22/4.
149. See also the preface by M. al-Turabishi of Su'alat al-Silafi, p. 30.

150. al-Silafi, Mu‘jam_al-Safar. p. 280.
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Mahbib, the Ra'is of Tripoli (d. 521);!5! aj-Silafi made a selection of the

material in it.152

Ikhtisar Tarikh Bukhara

The original history was by Muhammad b. Ahmad, known as

Ghunjar (d. 422).133 An abridgement of it was made by al-Silafi. !4

Amali

This was a juz' comprising the namm reports, anecdotes etc.,, which
al-Silafi dictated in seven sittings on the request of Abi al-Hasan ‘Ali b.

Fayd. It is mentioned by al-Ishbili 133

al-Ajza' al-'Asharah al-Mukharrajah

These Ajza' consist of the h_a_d,u._h_ of al-Rais Abu ‘Abd Allah al-Qasim
b. Fadl al-Thaqafi (d. 489) the musnid of Isbahan. 136

Intikhab al-Manamat al-Nabawiyyah

This is a selection from a work by Abu ‘Ali al-Baradani.!>’

151. Yaqut, Mu'jam al-Buldan, 523/3.

152. al-Silafi, Mu'jam al-Safar, p. 259.

153. Yaqut, Irshad, 329/6.

154. al-Sakhawi, I'lan, 252.

155. Fihrist, p. 178.

156. See Ibn al-Jumayyazi, Mashyvakhah, [. 16b.
157. al-Dhahabi, Tadhkirah, p. 1232.
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WORKS ATTRIBUTED TO AL-SILAFI

Muntakhabat al-Isbahani

The MS supposedly of this work mentioned only by Brockelmann!>8

is in fact Intikhabat min usil Ibn al-Tuyiri'>®

Risalat al-Nasikh wa al-Mansikh

This work is also attributed to al-Silafi only by Elrockelmann.160

However, two works i. e. AbU Ja'far al-Nahhas's al-Nasikh wa al-
Mansikh'®! and Kitab al-Nasikh wa al-Mansikh by Abu Dawid al-
Sijist%ini162 were transmitted by al-Silafi to his students along with many
other books. Perhaps a reading certificate indicating the authority of al-

Silafi to transmit them led Brockelmann to make this assumption.

Mu‘jam al-Shu‘ara’

This is in fact Mu‘jam al-Safar, and is cited by Arberry,‘s‘?’ who has
followed Brockelmann in adopting this title, which the latter claims to
derive from Yaqut's al;LLana_q,If“‘ since he disregards the title, Mu'jam
al-Silafi which is found on the title page. In fact, in Brocke\mann's
references to al-Irshad, the work of al-Silafi that is quoted is not named.
Three of the five passages are taken from his Mu'jam al-Safar, while the
other two are from his Mu'jam Baghd3d and Sy;ajﬁl.”’s However, there
are iwo citations, not mentioned by Brockelmann, in al-Irshad, of a M.

al-Shu‘ara by al-Silafi.!©® Both actually come from Mu'jam al-Safar.

158. GAL, S1, 624.

159. See Supra, p. 18.

160. Brockelmann, GAL, S1, 624.

161. al-Silafi, M, _al-Safar. p. 29.

162. al-Fasi, Dhavl Kitab al-Tagvid 1i Ibn Nugtah (MS. Cairo 294), [. 116a.
163. Arberry, A hand list.., 46/4 (MS. 3880).

164. Brockelmann, GAL, SI, 624.

165. Su'alat al-Silafi 1i Khamis al-Hawdhi.,
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There are also specific references, both in al-Irshad and in M. al-Bulddn
{o Mu'jam al-Safar by al-Silafi. It is probable that scribal confusion has
caused a mythical Mu'jam al-Shu‘ar3d’' to come into being. The title is not
found in earlier sources and it seems to be quite alien to the field of al-

Silafi's interest.

al-Arba'in al-Wad'dniyyah
This is a collection of 40 traditions which is attributed to al-Silafi by

al-ﬁ;snawi”’7

and Brockelmann.!®% A study of its manuscript clear-ly
indicates that al-Silafi was only a transmitter of this collection.!®9 al-
Ishbili, who received a copy from al-Silafi by means of ij_a_z_ab_,”o
confirms this. al-Silafi read this work under Ibn Wad'an, AbU Nasr
Muhammad b. ‘Ali b. ‘Ubayd Allah, who was the h.ak.lm of al-Mawsil, when
the latter came to Baghdad.

According to al-Suyiti it was originally compiled by Zayd b. Rifa'ah
and was falsely attributed by Ibn Wad'an to himself.!71

Several copies exist in wvarious libraries.!72 [t has also been

published from a single MS. in al-Awqaf library, Baghdad.!”3

The following is a list of some other works which have been

mistakenly attributed to al-Silafi. It is clear from the MSS. that al-Silafi

166. see al-Irshad, 16/3, 119/4.

167. al-Asnawi, Ia_b_agal, 58/2.

168. GAL, 1: 355 (435).

169. MS. al-Baladiyyah al-Iskandariyyah, 1669. ( Title page).

170. Fihrist, p. 157.

171. al-Suyiti, Dhayl al-La'ali al-Masnii'ah, -, cf. Fihris Khizanat al-
Taymirivyah, Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyyah, P. 202

172. (1). Istanbul, Jarullah Collection Sileymaniye Kiitiiphanesi, MS. 410, [f. 156-
174; (2). Baghdad, Maktabat al-Awqal al-‘Ammah (Majmi' 2953/1), ff. 38; (3). Paris,
Bibliotheque Nationale, MS. 722, ff. 100-110; (4). Fihrist al-Khizanah al-
Taymirivyah fi Dar al-Kutub (Cairo N. D.) p. 182. It contains four copies, 129, 155,
275, 74 Majmu"; (5). India, Oriental Public Library, Banki Pur, MS. 274, If. 25; (6).
Berlin, Koniglichen Bibliothek, 1460/4, f. 97-118.

173. al-Arba'in al-Wad'aniyyah al-mawdi'ah, ed. ‘Ali Hasan ‘Ali (Beirat 1987).
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acted only as a transmitter and that the works were originally compiled

by some one else.

WORKS TRANSMITTED BY AL-SILAFI

al-Fasi, Muhammad b. Ahmad provides a list of 12 books which al-

Silafi read under his shavkhs and which he later transmitted. al-Rafi‘i (d.

623) remarks on the great number of gajzi signed by al-Silafi 184 Muta’

al-Turabishi also declares that he has found the 3ama3’' certificates of al-

Silafi on several volumes preserved in the Zahiriyyah Collection of

Maktabat al-Asad, Damascu s.185

174.
7S,
176.
177.
178.
179.

MS. Bodleian, 493 Marsh, . 143a- 163a.

al-Albani, Filris Makhtitat Dar al-Kutub al-Zahirivyah, P. 300.

Ibid. p. 300.

Ibid. p. 301.

Ibid. p. 301.

Ibid, p. 302. This work is by his student ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Ruhawi (d. 612) it

is a selection made from Silafi's nasiﬁ_n and later read under him; see the title page
MS. Zahiriyyah Majm{' 26 (Hadith 11.245-260).

180.
181.
182,
183.
184.
185.

Ibid p. 301.

Ibid p. 301.

Ibid p. 302.

Brock, GAL, S1, 624. (MS. Cambridge, 736).
See his al-Tadwin, 225/2.

See Suilat, p. 19.
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APPENDIX I

SOURCES FOR AL-SILAFI 'S BIOGRAPHY
*. 'Abbas Qummi, Hadiyvat al-Abbab fi dhikr al-Ma'rOfip bi al-Kund wa
al-Algab wa al-Ansab (Tehran 1950), p. 171.
*. Ahmad Taymur Basha, Dabt al-A'lam (Cairo 1947), p. 74.
*. al-Asnawi, Jamal-al-Din 'Abd al-Rahim (d. 772), Tabaqat al-Shafi'ivyah
(Baghdad 1970), vol. 1, pp. 58-59.
*. Brockelmann K, Geschichte der Arabischen Lifferatur, 365; Sl: 624.
*. al-Bustani, Da’irat al-Ma'acif (Beirut 1887), vol. 9, p. 735.
*. al-Dhahabi (d. 748), Tarikh (MS. Laud or. 304 Bodleian Library Oxford),
ff. 324b-327a (MS. Ahmet iii [stanbul, 2917, vol. 14), fols. 6 1b-65a.
Tadhkirat al-Huffaz ( Hyderabad 1958), vol. 4, pp. 1298-1304.
Sivar A'lam al-Nubald' (Beirut 1982), vol. 21, pp. 5-39.
al-"Ibar i Khabari man Ghabar (Kuwait 1963), vol. 4, pp. 227-228.
Duwal al-Islam (Hyderabad 1337 H) vol. 2, p. 65.
al-Mukhtasar min Tarikh Ibn al-Dubaythi (Baghdad 1963), pp. 206-207.
al-Mushtabih fi al-Rijal (Cairo 1962), p. 364.

Asma’ man ‘3sha Thamanin ba'da Shaykhihi (MS. Istanbul Aya Sofya

2953),f. 24a. Sublet
2

Ahl al-Migh fa $a'idan ed. Jacqueline,/Cahiers d' Onamastique Arabe,

Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (Paris 1979) pp. 125-126.
Mizan al-I'tidal (Hyderabad 1884), vol. 1, p. 62.

*. al-Fasi, Muhammad b. Ahmad (d. 832) Dhayl Kitab al-Tagyid bi ma'rifal
Ruwat al-Supan wa al-Masanid (MS. Tarikh 294, Dar al-Kutub al-

Misriyyah), fols. 116a-116b.

. Hasan 'Abd al-Wahhab, “"al-Iskandariyyah fi al-‘Asr al-Islami,”
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Maijallat al-Kitab, Cairo, No.3, Vol: 111 (Jan. 1947), pp. 379-393.
= Ibn al-Abbar (d. 659),

(Madrid 1885) pp. 48-53.

* Ibn ‘Asakir (d. 571) Tahdhib Tarikh Dimashg (Damascus 1329 H), vol. 1,
pp. 449-450.

* [bn al-Athir al-Jazari (d. 630) ﬂkLﬂhah_ﬁ_IﬂhﬂhLb_al;Aniﬁb. (Beirut N.
D.) vol. 2, p. 126; al-Kamil (Beirut 1979), vol. 9, p. 152. ‘
* Ibn Haiaro:ksqalani (d. 852) Lisdn al-Mijzin (Hyderabad 1911-13) vol. I,
pp. 299-300,

*. Ibn al-'Imad al-Hanbali (d. 1089) Shadharat al-Dhabab (Cairo 1350 H),
vol. 4, p. 255.

*. Ibn al-Jumayyizi, ‘Ali b. Hibat Allah (d. 649) Mashvakhah (MS. Istanbul
Suleymaniye Kutuphanesi, Feyzullah Efendi Collection 507/2), ff. 14b-18a.
*. Ibn Khallikan (d. 681) Wafayal al-A'van (Beirt 1977), vol. 1, pp. 105-
107.

*. Ibn Kathir (d. 774) al-Bidavah wa al-Nibayah (Beirut 1966), vol. 11, pp.
307-308.

*. Ibn Nasir al-Din al-Dimashqi (d. 842), Tawdih al-Mushtabih (MS.
Zahiriyyah 584), f. 71b.

*. Ibn Nugtah (d. 629), Kitab al-Taqyid li Ma'rifat al-Ruwat wa al-Sunan
wa al-Masanid (Hyderabad 1983) vol. 1. pp. 204-210; Jkmal al-1kmal (MS.
British Museum or. 4586), fols. 68b-69a.

*. Ibn Shuhbah (d. 851) Tabaqat al-Shafi'ivyah (Beirut 1987), vol. 1, pt. 2,
pp26-7.

*. Ibn Taghribirdi (d. 874), al-Nujim al-Zahirah (Cairo 1936), vol. 6, p. 87.
*. al-Iskandarani, Mansir b. Salim (d. 673) Dhay!l Kitab Mushtabih li
Aim.a__ahﬂuau_lm_ﬂy_qmn (MS. Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyyah 81 Mustalah
al-Hadith), fol. 57.
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* ‘I[yad, al-Qadi (d. 544), al-Ghunyah (Beirut 1982) pp. 102-105; (Tunis
1978), p. 168-171.

*. al-Jazari (d. 833), Ghdval al-Nihayah fi Tabagat al-Qurrd' (Cairo 1933)
vol. 1, pp. 102-103.
* Kahhalah, 'Umar Rada, Mu‘jam al-Mu'allifin ( Damascus 1957), vol. 5, p.
7.

*. al-Kattani, Muhammad ‘Abd al-Hayy, Eihris al-Fahdris (Beirut 1982),
vol. 2, pp. 994-998,

* al-Magqgarri (d. 1041) Azhar al-Rivad fi Akhbari 0adi 'Ivad (Cairo 1939-
42), vol. 2, pt. 3, pp. 167-171.

* al-Maqdisi, 'Abld al-Rahman Abu Shamah (d. 665) al-Rawdatayn fi
Akhbdr al-Dawlatayn (Cairo 1287H), p. 16/2.

*. al-Magqrizi, Taqi al-Din (d. 845) al-Suluk li Ma'rifat Duwal al-Mulik
(Cairo 1934-58) vol. 1,pt. 1 p.71.

*. Nawwiab $iddiq Hasan Khan al-Qannbji (d. 1307) al-T3j al-Mukallal
(Bombay 1963) pp. 34-35; Athaf al-Nubald' (Kan Pur 1288 H) pp. 188-189.
*. al-Nawawi (d. 676) Tabaqgat al-Shafi‘ivyah (MS. Dar al-Kutub al-
Misriyyah 3440) fol. 43/a.

*. Nicholas, Yosuf, A'lam al-Iskandarivvah (Alexandria 1969) pp. 155-157.
*. al-Rafii, ‘Abd al-Karim (d. 623) al-Tadwin i Akhbar Qazwin (Hyderabad

1984) vol. 2 pp. 224-226.

*. al-§afadi, Khalil b. Aybak (d. 764) al-Wafi bi al-Wafayat, ed. Ihsan
‘Abbas (Wiesbaden 1969/1389), vol. 7, pp. 351-353.

" al-Sakhawi (d. 902) al-I'lan bi al-Tawbikh li man dhamma al-Tarikh
(Beirut N. D), p. 294.

*. Saleh Hasan "Abd al-Hamid, al;Ham_m_Iamr_ahmn {al-Maktab al-
[slami, Beirut 1977), pp. 272.

*. al-Sam‘ani (d. 562) al-Ansib (London/ Leiden 1912), fol. 302/b.
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*» gibt Ibn al-Jawzi (d. 654), Mirat al-Zaman fi Tarikh al-A'vidn
(Hyderabad 1952), vol. 8. pp. 361-362.

= a]-Shayyal Jamal al-Din (d. 1967) A'lam al-Iskandarivvah fi al-'Asr al-
Islami, "al-Hafiz al-Silafi wa Madrasiuhd” (Dar al-Ma'‘arif, Cairo 1965), pp.
130-159.

* al-Subki (d. 771) Iabﬁm_ahs.nmmmm (Caifo 1906), vol. 4, pp.
43-48; Tabaqat al-Shafiliyyah al-Wusta (MS. Marsh 428, Bodleian Library
Oxford), ff. 25b-26a.

*. al-Suyuii (d. 911) Husn al-Muhadarah (Cairo 1968), vol. 1, p. 354;
labagat al-Huffaz (Beirut 1983), p. 469.

*. al-Yafi'i ‘Abd Allah b, As'ad (d. 768) Mir'at al-Janin (Hyderabad 1337
H), vol. 1, pp. 403-404.

*. Zaman S. M., Silafi's Biography. His Birth and Family Backeround.

Islamic Studies Quraterly Journal vol. 25, spring 1986, No. 1, Islamabad, p

p. 1-10.

*. Zaman S. M., ]

m_mta.h.an Islamic St. Q. vol. 25, No. 2, Summer 1986. pp. 151-159.
*. al-Zirikli, al-A‘lam (Beirut 1984), vol. 1, pp. 215-216.

oL
*. Zaytin Muhammad Mahmid, al-Hafiz al-Silafi. Ashhary 'Ulma’ al-
Zaman (Matba'at Salah al-Din al-Iskandariyyah 1973), pp. 312.
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CHAPTER 11

METHODS OF CARRYING & IMPARTING OF HADITH
[n the books of mustalah (hadith sciences) tahammul al-hadith is

generally divided into the following eight methods.!86

1.al-Sama’

In this method a student receives l;.a.d.ll.h. from the mouth of his
shavkh, regardless of whether the shavkh is speaking from memory or
reading from a book; the process can take the form of dictation or
otherwise. The knowledge acquired through this method is preferably
referred to in transmission by such terms as sami'ty and haddathana.

2. al-Qira'ah

This is the opposite of sama’, in which a student reads under his
shaykh from a book or recites from memory, and the latter listens or
compares the former's reading with his own copy. The suggested words
for the transmission of hadith by this means are gara’'tu ‘ali or
akhbarand. This method is also known as ‘ard, because the student
presents the material to his shavkh.

3. al-ljazah

In jjazah a scholar gives authorization to a student to transmit a text.
This method does not imply any reading. Suggested words for the
transmission of material received by this means are ajazani or anba'ana.

4.al-Munawalah

In this method a teacher hands over written material to his swdeﬁt.
with or without the permission to transmit it to others. The teacher may

ask the student either to retain that copy or to transcribe it and return

186. See e.g. ‘Iyad (d. 544), al-1lma', p.68; Ibn al-Salah (d. 643), Mugaddimah, p. 245:
al-Sak hawi, Fath al-Muehith, 18/2.
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the original to him. The recipient uses the term nawalani or akhbarani

mundwalatan in referring to such material.
5. al-Mukiatabah

In this method a shaykh sends, as opposed to hands, to his student
material either written in his own hand or written for him by someone
else. This material may or may not be accompanied by an jjazah to
transmit it further. The recipient uses the terms kataba jlavva or
akhbarani kitabatan in referring to it.

6.al-1'lam

In this method a shavkh informs his student that such and such
material belongs to him. To many scholars the student is not entitled to
transmit this material until he is given the consent of his shavkh. He uses
the terms a'lamani or akhbarani bj al-1'lam in referring to it.

7. al-Wasiyyah

[n this method a shaykh bequeaths his material to somebody by will,
being either at the point of death or about to undertake a journey, with or
without the authorization to transmit it. The terms used to refer to such
material are awsani or akhbarani wasiyyatan.

8. al-Wijadah

This refers to the discovery of some material, regardless of whether
it belongs to a contemporary scholar or someone earlier. The terms used
in transmitting this material are wajadtu or ukhbirtu wijadatan.

A close examination of all these methods reveals that they can be
classified into two main groups. Methods one and two, which require the
direct study of a text, constitute the first class. The rest of them,requiring

no oral instruction, constitute the second.lg?

187. Most of Lhe earliear scholars made no difference between the lirsL lLwo meLhods.
According to 'Ali b. Abi Talib reading to a shavkh and being read by him Lo his

x
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In the absence of established institutions with no specific curricula,
the whole activity took whatever shape the individuals preferred.
However, the first class was undoubtedly preferred to the second and was
more commonly used and recognised.

As far as the second class is concerned, y_aﬁ__'uw_an. i'lam and wrijadah
are considered weaker than the rest; The other three methods, i.e. jjazah.
munawalah and mukatabah are regarded as equivalent to one another, as

we shall see in the feollowing account.

studenls is the same. A similar opinion is reported from ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abbas,
Malik and al-Zuhri see Ibn al-Athir, Isabah. p. 1264; al-Suyuli, Tadrib, p. 131;
Sezgin, GAS, p. 60, lyad, [lma p 7. )

B —"1
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al-1JAZAH

Almost every considerable earlier work on fhadith sciences deals
with the method of jjizah. Some individual works were also written on
the subject. In this regard, al-Ramahurmuzi (d. 360) is the first person
who collected the views and practices of his predecessors in his al-
Muhaddith al-F3sil, considering jjazah and mundwalah as one
method.!88

Another fourth century Maghribi traditionist, Abl al-'‘Abbas al-
Ghamri (d. 392), wrote an independent book entitled alﬂjlazah_nm
a];q_ax.:l_b_i_a_l;_ljﬁzah.lsg This work is not known to exist; however, al-Qadi
‘lyad referring to it says that al-Ghamri does not make any difference
between jjazah and munawalan.!9°

Ibn Bashkawal mentions two work§ namely al-Kalam ‘ala al-ljazah
wa al-Munawalah (in many 2jz3’) by 'Abd al-Rahman b. Fatis (d. 402), and
al-Munawalah wa al-ljazah fi nagl al-Hadith by Qasim b. Ibrahim known
as Ibn al-Sabini (d. 446).19! Neither is known to exist, but their titles
sufficiently indicate that jjizah and mupiwalah were discussed in thém
together.

In the fifth century, al-Khatib al-Baghdadi (d. 463), in his Kifavah,
supplies extensivé quotations on the nature of 1jdzah and its various types
and the different opinions and behaviour of earlier and contemporary
scholars with regard to its ‘,raliclily.'g‘2 But it is worth noting that he

considers mupniwalah as one of the best kinds of U_amh,.m?’ He lists it in

188. See pp. 435-58 ‘Bab al-gaw| (i al-ljazah wa al-munawalah’ "
189. See al-Ishbili, Fihrisl, p. 260.

190. See his [ima’, p. 88.

191. Ibn Bashkawal, Silah, pp. 306, 461.

192. al-Khatiib, Kifavah, pp. 348-89.

193. Ibid, p. 363.
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the first place and mukatabah in the third place among the various types
of ijazah. al-Khatib also wrote another treatise about the jjazah of an

unknown and non-existent person.!%4

Two books, namely Kitab al-ljazah wa madhahibuh3d and Kitab al-
‘Amal bi ljazat al-ljazah, are attributed to Ibn al-Qaysarani (d. 507);

neither of them is known to have survived.!®3 Abu al-Barakat 'Abd al-
Wahhab b. al-Mubarak al-Anmati (d. 538) is known to have written a
book entitled Kitab fi al-ljazat, which is not known to exist either.!96
Both of these authors seem to have discussed jjazah separately without
combining it with munawalah.

Among the extant sources of the sixth century, al-Qadi ‘Iyad (d. 544)
is the first person to introduce munawalah and jjizah as two separate
methods, putting jjazah in the fifth rank.!97

In this series, al-Silafi's K. al-Wajiz is a noteworthy work on the
subject. He emphasizes the need, importance, benefits and validity of
ijazah. He also claims not to be following his predecessors in his handling
of the subject. However, he also prefers munawalah to jjazah.!98

Ibn $alah (d. 643), in his Mugaddimah, presents all the methods of
transmission in a more detailed and systematic Wa')r.199 He discusses
nunawalah and jjazah, putting them in two different categories. People
who came after him contributed nothing new to his work: they merely
explained its contents290 or summarised the material, keeping the same

arrangement. Some of them even made a verbatim copy of some of its

194. al-ljazah li al-Ma'dim wa al-Majhill, see note on the Arabic Text 48.
195. See al-Baghdadi, Hadiyyat al-‘Arifin, pp.82, 83.

196. Ibid, p. 638.

197. ‘1yad, al-1lma'‘, pp. 88-107.

198. See K.al-Wajiz, ff. 2/a & b.

199. Ibn al-Salah, Mugaddimh, pp. 262-77.

200. e.g. al-Sakhawi, Fath al-Mughith,61-110.
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portions.
| However, very little has been written by modern scholars.29! The
majority of contemporary Arabic sources treat it in a traditional way.
Most of them merely mention it as one of the eight methods of
transmission. The one article in English, in EI%, is disappointingly
brief.202

However, this thesis does not aim to discuss jjizah as an independent
subject. This introductory essay is intended to provide a base from which

to examine al-Silafi's attitude towards this method and to see this in

operation in K. al-Waijiz.

201. See Goldziher, Muhammadanische Studien pp. 188-95; Ahlwardt, Yerzeichnis -
der Arabischen Handschriften der Koniglichen Bibliothek zu Berlin (Berlin
1887), 54-95/1; Sezgin, GAS, pp. 53-84/1; Guillaume, The Tradition of Islam,
(Oxford 1924), p. 36; A'zami, Hadith Methodology (Indianapolis 1977), p. 20.

202, Emzmgnas_d.\mu.ﬂam. Idjazah" pp. 1020-22
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MEANINGS OF IJAZAH

Semantics of ljazah

Etymologically speaking, the word jjazah is derived from the ] wi
root meaning, ' to cross, to pass along (a2 place), to outpass’. From this
sense it develops the secondary sense of ' to be permissible,’ and ajaza

jjaizatan comes to mean ' to consider as lawful, to allow a thing .

Ibn Faris says that jjizah is taken from jawdz al-ma which is ' the

watering of land and cattle,” as in 203

-elaile Sl els)Y b W] 1B 5l U e

al-Qami says: o oi i,

55 M eI G LS
Technical meaning

Technically this is ‘permission to transmit orally or in writing 294,

According to the traditionists,jjaizah means a license given by a shaykh to
a transmitter authorizing the latter to transmit a text or a whole book
(without involving direct study of the text) in his turn. The shaykh writes

this permission in his own hand, or someone else writes it on his behalf

or he declares it orally, or sends it in a letter.293

Four Elements of ]ljazah
1. Muiiz : A shavkh (who sanctions an jjazah)

203. Ibn Faris, AbD al-Husayn Ahmaqfﬁuj_ma_liétl._ughgh) (Beirut 1984), p. 202/1;
see also Ibn Manzor, Lisan al-'Arab, 533/1.

204. al-Thanawi, Muhammad ‘Ali al-Farigi, Kashf Istilabatal-Fupin (Cairo 1963), p.
295, C

205. 'lyad, Ilma, p. 88; al-Miyanishi, Abl Hals '‘Umar b.’Abd al-Majid, Ma I3 yasa‘ al-
Muhaddith Jahluhil (Baghdad 1967), p.7; Ibn al-Athir, Jami' al-Usil p. 81; Ibn al-
Salah, Mugaddimah, p. 276; al-Sakhawi, Fath al-Mughith. p. 65/2; Encychlopasdea of
Islam, p. 1020. '

r
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2. Mujaz lahu: A rawi, (who is given an ijazah)

3. Mujaz bihi : The material (a work of the mujiz or a work received
through a chain of transmitters).

4. Lafz al-]jdzah: The words in which the uﬂza.ll is given as gjaztu
jaka.






41

KINDS OF IJAZAH

A. Permission given to a particular individual (mujaz lahu) to
transmit something specific (mujaz bihi) as, 'I give you ijazah to transmit
the book of al-Bukhari'

B. Permission given to a particular individual for something not
specific as, '[ give you ijazah for whatever is transmitted by me’.

C. al-ljazah al-‘Aammah, permission given to people in general as, 'I
give ijazah to the Muslims’, or 'to all of my contemporaries’.

D. ljazat al-majhil, (a) (mujaz lahu unknown) jjadzah to an
unknown person for known malerial as, 'l give Muha:ﬁ mad ijazah for the
Sahih of al-Bukhari (when a number of people have this name); (b)
(mujaz bihi unknown) jjazah to a known person for unknown material
as, ' give you permission for kitab al-Supan’ (when many works might
be known by this title); (c¢) (both mujdz lahu & mujaz bihi unknown)
iijdzah to an unknown person for unknown material as, 'I give
Muhammad jjazah for a book of hadith'

E. ljazat al-ma'dim, permission given to a person who does not yet
exist as, (a) '[ give ijazah to whoever may be born to so and so, (b) T give
ijazah to so and so and whoever may be born to him', or 'l give you jjazah
and your posterity’.

F. al-ljazah li ghayvr ahl al-adad’, permission given to a small child or
a mad-man who does not possess adequate rationality.

G. m;wzjm permission to transmit further what has been
received by ijazah as, 'I permit you to transmit what has been per mitted
10 me".

H. ljazah to transmil something which the muijiz has not yet received

himself.






42

In A, it is generally accepted (though not unanimously) that hadith
may be considered validly transmitted. B, C, E & F are accepted by some

scholars and rejected by others; D, G & H are mostly disapproved of.
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QUESTION OF THE VALIDITY OF IJAZAH

Conditions for the Authenticity of Ijazah

There are a few condilions, concerning the age and ability of a
transmitter, which are laid down in all methods of thé taking up of hadith
in general. In comparison with sama' and gird'ah, there is a looseness in
the gagxah; therefore two additional conditiens are imposed for this
method by some scholars.

1. Both the mujiz and mujaz should be conversant with the science of

2. Both the mujaz bihi and the mujaz lahu should be specific.

OPINIONS OF DIFFERENT SCHOOLS

Although AbU al-Walid al-Baji al-Andalusi (d. 426) claims that both
earlier and later scholars are unanimously agreed upon the validity of
transmission through the method of liaz_a_h..206 in fact, there is a good
deal of controversy among scholars in this regard. Opinions can be
divided into four categories;

(1). It is not permissible for anyone to transmit by means of jjazah. -
A small group of munﬂ_d_dum faqihs and usmls_ hold this opinion.

(2). It is permissible for someone Lo put into practice what he has
received by jjazah, but he may not transmit it to others. Some Zahris have
this view.

(3). It is permissible for someone to transmit such material to others
but it is notl acceplable for him to pl;ll it in to practice. Only Abu ‘Amr al-
Awza'l is of this belief.

(4). It is permissible for a transmitter both to transmit and to put in

206. ‘Iyad, al-1lma", p. 89.
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to practice what he has received by means of ijazah and there is no doubt 'regqvoh'ng
the validity of this. The majority of the later muhaddiths, faqihs, etc,
hold some such opinion.
Muhaddiths
There are various opinions prevalent among the traditionists on this

subject. Some of the mutagaddimiun totally reject jjizah and others
believe in it conditionally. However, the majority of the muta'akbkbirln
accept it.207

Shu'bah b. al-Hajjaj (d. 160) who travelled extensively in search of
hadith believes that the rihlah will disappear with the practice of
ﬁ_azan.zos He condemns the taking of knowledge without sami’, saying

that every science which does not have haddathana and akhbarana is

just vinegar and vegelables.209

Ibrahim al-Harbi (d. 285) also disapproves of it saying thal jjazah
and munawalah are both invalid and have no value.?!? Ab@ Zur'ah al-
Razi (d. 323) was asked about jjazah in badith; he replied that he had not
seen any of his predecessors using it; he further added that it was not the
way of the people of 'ilm. Khalafb, Tamim (d. 213) an;l Salih b. Muhammad
al-Baghdadi known as Jazarah (d. 294) also have similar views.2!!

However, the majority of the earlier traditionists consider it
valid 212 al-Khatib in his Kifdvah provides a list of those traditionists who

were in favour of this method.2!3 The quotations which he cites in this

respect indicate that there was no concept of mere jjazah without

207. See glossary for the terms myulagaddimin and mula'akhkhirln.
208, al-Kt(‘ltib, Kifayah. p. 353; al-Sakhawi, Ea_;h__g_l_—MMLh 68/2.
209. al-Hakim, al-Madkhal, p. 10.

210. al-Kuatib, Kifavah, pp. 352, 353.

211. Ibid, p. 352.

212. 1bid, p. 369.

213. Ibid, p. 350.
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munawalah or mukatabah in that period. The following verses of Ahmad
b. al-Migdam al-'Ijli (d. 253) [which the latter wrote in compliance with

an ijazah request]'are also an evidence for this behaviour:2!4

Jomy DSl oSl Jomy 4B papdU pSdl (oS
Jsiey et (S gos o) piind) Jly oa e low 105
Jsdly axls 05 L oylsis LSl e 0 il o

As far as the later traditionists are concerned all types of jjazah
were prevalent among them. al-Silafi is one of its most fervent advocates.
The following verses indicate the practice of later traditicmi.%;l,5

Sl Ll pa e LS pSlyy e oSN 0l S
olis] Ol Lo opnomius Lt Sladl bb jhid ol day o
Faqihs
al-Shafi'i (d. 204) is reported as having been an opponent of
ijazah;?!® some later Shafi'i fagihs such as Abd al-Hasan al-Mawardi (d.
450), al-Qadi al-Husayn b. Muhammad al-Marwartdhi(d. 462) and Abu al- &
Mahasin al-Ruoyani held similar views.?!7 However, al-Rabi' b.
Sulayman, the illustrious student of al-Shafi'i opposed his teacher.218
Another report cited by al-Ramahuwmuzi indicates that al-Shafi'i, on his
second visit to Baghdad, permitted Husayn al-Karabisi to write down
material from the books of al-Za'farani and to transmit it on his

al.xthority.219 al-Sakhawi concludes that the majority of Shafi'is consider

214. 'lyad, Ilma‘, p. 97; see also al-Katib, Kifayah, p. 388 with slight verbal
difference.

215. al-Silafi, K, al-Wajiz, [. 17/a; al-Sakhawi, E.ﬁ.lh_ﬁ.l;M_uE.hLLIL 70/2.

216. al-Bayhaqi, Ma'rifat al-Sunan, 87/1; Adab al-Shafi'l, p. 98; al-Khatib, Kif[avah,
p. 354.

217. al-Sakhawi, Fath al-Mughith, 73/2.

218. Ibn al-Salah, Mugaddimah, p. 262.

219. al-Ramahufnuzi, al-Mubaddith al-Fasil p. 448; al-Khatib, Kifayah, p. 361,
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transmission by means of jjaizah a valid practicezzo.

As far as the Hanafis are concerned, al-Bulqini cites al-Qaynah to the
effect that AbuU Hanifah and Muhammad [one of the two most prominent
students of Abu Hanifah] do not consider the transmission of hadith by
means of ij_az._fa_l;z.,z21 without direct study of a text, permissible, Another
ﬁan_a_ﬁmm Abu Tahir al-Dabbas, has the most extreme view in this
regard. He says that the meaning of the words of a shavkh,'| give y-ou
permission’ is 'l give you permission to attribute a false statement to
n:1‘3-_222

al-Khujandi is of a similar opinion.223 Abu Bakr al-Razi however,
conditionally allows jjizah saying that if both the mujiz and the mujaz
know the contents of what is being licensed, it is lawful, otherwise it is
not.224

Milik imposes conditions, which if not fulfilled invalidate
transmission by means of jjazah. He says that the mujjz should be
knowledgeable and trustworthy in his faith and transmission, that he
should know whatl he is transmitting, the material (mujaz bihi) should be
checked against the original of the shavkh, and the recipient (mujaz
lahu) should also be knowledgeable -- the knowledge should not be passed
lo an incompetent person.225 However, we find that Malik's practice in
this regard was inconsistent. He permitted ijdizah to some people and

withheld it from others.226

220.al-Sakhawi, Eath al-Mughith,, 73/2.

221. Mahasin al-Bulginj, cf. Ibn al-Salah, Mugaddimah, p. 264.

222. al-Sakhawi, Falh al-Mughith, 69/2.

223. Ibn al-Salah, Mmmm p. 263.

224 al-Suyiti, Tadrib, 30/2

225, ‘lyad, Ilma’ p. 95.

226. See for both al-Sakhawi, Fath al-Mughilh 67/2; 'lyad, 1lma.r94,90; al-
Khatib, Kifayat' ©353,360.
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Among the Malikis, ‘Abd al-Malik b. MajishUn disapproves of ijazah
and advocates rihlah to acquire :ilm.227 Others like ‘Isa b. Miskin (d. 295),
Ahmad b. Muyassir (d. 337) and Abl Muhammad ‘Abd al-Rahmian Ibn
‘Attab (d. 520) accept the validity of ijazah 228

Ahmad b. Hanbal also approves, saying that if ijazah is rejected
knowledge will disappear.:’z29 His son, ‘Abd Allah, says that Ahmad
licensed only two volumes for ‘Abbas al-Madini, after examining their
contents.230

Zahiris

Ibn Hazm rejects the idea of abstract jjazah; he neither approves of
transmission by this means nor believes in acting upon what has been
received through it. In his view jjdzah is a heretical practice which
cannot be traced in that of the Prophet (p. b. u. h.) or of his Companions
and Followers.23! Other Zamm say that a padith received by this means
is like 2 mursal tradition, which cannot be transmitted or used for
deducing the laws of the shari'ah.232

Usulis

Ibn Barhan says that munawalah [i. e. ij_azm] was not a common
practice among the salaf; it is something adopted in later periods ‘by
people whose aim was 'uluww alsanad and not something that can be
considered justifiable.233

al-Shawkani (d. 1255) rebuts those who do reject jjazah on the

grounds that it is detrimental to men's active quest for knowledge; he

227. al-Sakhaw],Fath al-Mughith.. 68/2; ‘lyad, llma’ 94

228. al-Suyuti, Tadrib, 31/2; ‘Iyad, llma’, 93,91,92.

229. Ibn Qudamah al-Maqdisi, Rmd__a_],_a_l;ﬂ_azjr_, (Riyadh N.D) p 308/1; al-Sakhawi,
Faih al-Mughith., 69/2. ‘ '

230. al-Khatib, Kifavah, p. 361.

231. Ibn Hazm, al-Ihkam (i usdl al-Abhkam, 2 vols. (Beirut 1985), pp. 273-4/1.

232. Ibn al-Salah, Mugaddimah, p. 264.

233. 1bn Barhan, al-Wusul ila al-Wusil, pp. 201, 202.
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maintains that iiazah is a means of transmission like other methods. Even
if nr is weaker than others, that is no reason to reject it completely.
gnowledge will not disappear because of the abandonment of a stonger
method of transmission than ijazah. Nor will the purpose for which the
ciblah was instituted be negated; it was for the acquisition of a means of
transmission, and this has been supplied by ijazan?-“

Among the usulis Ibn al-Juwayni also considers ijazah a reliable

method, which may be used for transmission without mnﬂmalah.235

234. al-Shawkani, Muhammad b. ‘Ali, Icshad al-Fuhil (Beirut N. D.), p. 56.
235. al-Juwayni, Abt al-Ma'ali, Mphan_[j_uﬂl_al_;ﬁiﬂh,(tairo N. D)pp. 645-47.
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IJAZAH AND AL-SILAFI

In spite of the reservations which some early traditionists had had,
by the time of al-Silafi, the majority of them tended towards the
acceptance of all kinds of jjazah.

The establishment of madrasahs and the circulation of enormous
amounts of written material also influenced the methods of the carrying
of hadith. Though the tradition of the [m_l_an did not cease altogether,
some of those who undertook a journey, instead of receiving the complete
transmissions of a shaykh from his own lips, would hear or read only a
part of his marwjvyat in his presence and request jjazah for any
further material which he possessed.236

al-Silafi seems to be the most fervent advocate of jjazah. In his K. al-
Wajiz, he scarcely mentions the views of those traditionists who actively
rejected jjazah. His reasoning is that since the jsnad is the basis of the
shari'ah, one should adhere to every possible means through which its
study and continuity can be guaranteed. Though samai\ gird'ah and
munawalah possess the highest grade in this regard it is, however,
impossible that any work could survive solely by these means.

In obtaining jjazahs from the shavkhs, al-Silafi employed every
possible means available to him. In some cases he asked the help of some
of his fellows who were travelling for the acquisitibn of h_a_cum and in

other cases he wrote letters to his muiizin.237 His enthusiasm to obtain

236. When Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Ma'afiri arrived in - Alexandria in 572 he
heard only a few things from al-Silafi and received all his other material by means
of jjazah, Ibn al-Abbar, al-Takmilah, 603/2; see also Ibn al-Zubayr, Silal al-Silah,
Pp. 64, 67, 144, 150; although the object of al-Silafi's rihlah appears to have been
for sama.' his concern was also to get more and more writlen ajza' with the jjazah of
the shaykhs.

237. See his Mu'jam al-Safar, p. 251; K. al-Wajiz, biog. 2. 3, 33, 47, see also note

infra, 3,).
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jjazahs in some instances resulted in his compelling people to comply
with his request. One instance of his persistence appears in his writing to
al-Zamakhshari, requesting the latter's jjazah. When this was not
forthcoming, he again wrote to al-Zamakhshari in the following year.238
Another instance of his perseverance in this connection is the occasion
on which he sought the jjazah of AbU Hafs ‘Umar b. YUsuf al-Siqilli. The
latter was renowned for not wanting to transmit hadith to anyone, and no
one had previously been able to obtain his jjazah. However, when al-
Silafi found out that he had been the recipient of . particular material,
he argued with him for a long time until he persuaded him to give his
ijazah of what he himself had received either by jjazah or s_a_m_a;.239

The material al-Silafi received by means of jjazah was transmitted by
him to other people by means of jjazah and sam3i' as well.240 He was
extremely generous in giving his jjazah to other people. He personally
wrote many jjazahs for his students.24! He also acceded to other
individual s’ requ»z:sts.242 Ibn al-Abbar, in his Takmilah 1i Kitab a‘l-S_iIan
mentions the names of many people who received jjazah from al-
Silafi, 243

He also complied with a request for jjazah by the Sultan of the

Maghrib, al-Amir Tashfin b. ‘Ali b. Yisuf b. Tashfin al-Sunhaji.244 al-

238. al-Magqarri, A.ZhiL&l;le pp. 283-93.

239. Mu'jiam al-Safar, p. 222.

240. Ibn al-Mufaddal al-Maqdisi received the Sahih of al-Bukhari by means of sama’
from al-Silafi which the latter received by jjazah on the authority of Abi Maktim b.
Abi Dharr, al-Dhahabi, Tadhkirah, p. 1286.

241. He wrote one for his celebrated student Ibn al-Jumayyizi in Rabi' al-Awwal
573; Ibn al-Jumayyizi, Mashyakhah f. 17a.

242. 1bn Zubayr, Sﬂ_ah_, p.68; Ibn al-Abbar Takmilah, 85/1.

243. Ibn al-Abbar, Ibid, See e.g. biogs. 222, 244, 252, 276, 1340, 1424, 1451, 1496,
1507, 1530, 1598, 1785, 2081: as we see, al-Silafi authorized al-Ishbili to transmit
his Fihrist, p. 430 | ]
244. al-Silafi, Mu'jam al-Safar p. 435.
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Malik al-'Adil also secured an jjazah from al-Silafi for his son al-Kamil (b.

573).243

Three illustrious contemporaries of al-Silafi, Qadi ‘Iyad, Ibn ‘Asakir
and al-Sam'ani were authorized by al-Silafi to transmit all of his
transmissions.24°

The ijazah which al-Silafi sanctioned to his daughter Khadijah(d.
598) became an invaluable source for the coming generations who
transmitted on his authority by this means. Many scholars including ‘Abd
al-'Azim al-Mundhiri, were anxious to obtain her ijaz.ah.“-’

al-Silafi believed in all kinds of jjazah, He transmitted by means of
ijdazah ‘ammah, on the authority of Ab@ al-Fadl Ibn Khayron.24® Many
people such as al-Rafi'i, Muhy al-Din Ibn al-‘Arabi and AbuU al-Qasim
Ahmad b. Yusuf, then transmitted by means of jjaizah ‘Ammah. on his
authority.249 Ibn Nasir al-Din al-Dimashqi says that al-Silafi granted
ijazah to every student on the earth and he himself used such jjazah
[ammah] in his transmission.?>% He also commonly bractised the second
type of jjazah. in which the specification of the material is not made, and
he authorized various people for all of his books and transmissions.2>

He wrote his jjazah to the people of many places. In Ramadin, 560 he

sent an jjazah ‘ammah to the people of Isbahanj he also included the

people of other towns in this authorization.2>? In Shawwal 567 he wrote

245. Ibn Taghribirdi, al-Nujum al-Zahirah, 228/6.

246. al-Qadi ‘'Iyad, Ghunyah, p. 102; Ibn ‘Asakir, Tahdhib, 29/1, Mashyakhah, [. 31,
Ibn Manzur, Dhavl Tarikh Baghdad, p. 99, cf. al-Dhahabi, Sivar, 23/21

247 al-Mundhiri, Takmilah, biog. 684.

248. K, al-Wajiz . 9b.

249. See 1bn al-Abbar Takmilah, biog. 222 and al-Magqarri, Azhar al-Rivad, 54/3; al-
Rafi, Tadwin, 225/2. '

250. Ibn Nasir al-Din, Iaﬂm_al;M_uﬁh_La_th, MS Zahiriyyah 584, f. 17b.

251. Ibn al-Zubayr, 51_1311 p.68.

252. Ibid.
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TwWO
PART WO INTRODUCTION

‘1lm al-rijal, which occupies a central place in 'Ulim al-Hadith, has
been ireated in different ways by the mgﬂim of different periods.

The great amount of literature produced in this field can be divided into

various categories, amongst which the Ma'ajim al-Shuvyilkh and

Maslw'al{l’lahs.258 which were first produced at the end of the third

ce:ntury.259 reached their zenith in the time of al-Silafi when almost
every cansiderable m_uha_d_dm contributed to this gem‘e.z60 al-Silafi, who
is a master of this field according to Vajda.261 also wrote more than one
such work. He may be crediled for adopting new ways of classifying his
shaykhs: According to their towns and according to the means by which
he received hadilh from them.

The present work, K. al-Wajiz, is one such work which deals with the
biographies of only those shavkhs who corresponded with him {(mujizin),
whom he lists according to their places of residence. He also provides us
with a comprehensive and informative introduction on the relevant
subject, i. e. jjazah and its related aspects.

The only work of al-Silafi which belongs to this genre and which
now has been edited three times is Mu'jam_al-Safar?®? while K. al-Wajiz, a

unique work of its kind, has been rather neglected. The work is neither

258. These contain information about gshavkhs and their transmissions
received by means of samai,' qird'ah or jjazah by the author. The main
difference between Mu‘jam and Mashvakhah is that the former is

arranged alphabetically whereas the latter [ollows no particular

arrangement. See for the vocalizations of mashvakhah al-Kattani,

Eihris, 624/2.

259. Mashvakhah Abi YUsuf Ya'qub b. Sufyan al-Fasawj (d. 277) See al-Katlani,

Risalah, p. 116; al-Kattani, Fihrjs, 624/2.

260. e.g. al-Sam‘ani (d. 562) produced lwao, i. e. Mashyakhat al-Sam'ani and al-Tahbir
- ‘i - ir; as did Ibn 'Asidkir, i.e. Mashyakhat [bn ‘Asakir and Mu'jam

261. See his article Un Opuscule inédit d'as-Silafi, L p.85.
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known to Brockelmann nor is it listed by Hajji Khalifah and Isma'il
.Basha. Having remained out of sight for a considerable period it
appeared for the first time in 1963 in Arberry’'s Catalogue of the Chester
Beatty Collection of the National Library of Ireland. A few years later a
contemporary French scholar, Georges Vajda, analysed the contents of
the work or rather summarized it, without editing the text.263

However, the book continues to remain obscure to the Arab world. In
his introduction to Akhbar wa Tardjim Andalusivvah (selected
biographies of Spanish scholars culled from the Mu'iam al-Safar by al-
Silafi; published in 1963 and second edition 1985) Ihsan ‘Abbas gives; a
biographical account of al-Silafi in which he mentions the latter's
infatuation with obtaining jjazit. Although he makes references to other
works of al-Silafi, he does not give any information about K._al;]ZEa,i.i.Z..264

In his edition of al-‘Igd al-Thamin by al-Fasi, Fuad Syed, being
unable to differentiate between two works of al-Silafi, assumes that some
passages cited in al-'Igd, which al-Fasi derives from K. al-Wajiz, are taken
from those biographies which are missing from Mu'‘jam a]—Sa[an.265

On the life of al-Silafi, Muhammad Mahmid Zaytin, an Egyptian
writer, has written a bulky volume comprising 316 pages of large format

in which he refers to K. al-Wajiz as al-Wajiz al-Mujaz al-Muijiz in the list

of al-Silafi's works. He further confuses the reader by asserting that the

book is in fact the same as SILaLL__aL:QiLMJ_'alLahS_thﬁKILZG(’

Another work of al-Silafi concerning the criticism of rijal , Su'alat

262. See for further details supra al-Silafi's works, p.7.

263. See his article "Un Opscule inedit d‘as-Silafi", pp. 85-92 in Bulletin No. 14
(1966) of the Institut de Recherche et d'Hisloire des Texles (Centre National de la
Recherche Scientifique, Paris).

264. See pp. 9-11.

265. See e.g. the marginal notes in al- ‘Iad al-Thamin, 399/4, 328/7.

266. See a hagiographical work al-Silali Ashharu ‘Ulama al-Zaman (Alexandria
W73), P. 46. ’
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al-Hafiz al-Silafi li Khamis al-Hawdhi has been edited by Muta’ al-
Turabishi (published in 1976 and second edition in 1983). The preface
contains a valuable biographical note on al-Silafi and his works.
However, as far as K. al-Wajiz is concerned, no information is provided on
the nature, or even the survival, of the work; it is merely referred to as
peing listed amongst the books in the biography of al-Silafi which is cited
by al-Dhahabi in his Siyar.267

The first part of Mu'iam al-Safar, edited by Bahijah al-Hasani, is
prefixed with a large introduction in which 10 pages are devoted to the
works of al-Silafi and 7 other pages to jjazat al-Silafi. However, no

mention is made of K a]—mgﬁz_%&

267. See Syalat, p. 22.
268. See Mu'jam al-Safar, ed. Bahijah al-Hasani (Baghdad 1978) pp. 77-86 and 53-59.
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AUTHORSHIP OF THE WORK

On the basis of both internal and external evidence, it is possible to
pe reasonably confident that K. al-Wajiz is in fact, the work of al-Silafi.

Firstly, its contents unanimously suggest that this is so. A detailed
study of the oral sources and direcl authorities of the isnads quoted by al-
gjlafi shows that all the shavkhs on whose authority he transmits are
people whom al-Silafi met or read under during his journeys in quest of
m_dj_m or on otherocr:z:lsir:ms.z's’9

Other personal information given by al-Silali in K. al-Wajiz is also
given by biographers of his life. For example, al-Silafi says that he set out
for Baghdad in the year 493;270 this is the year given by his biographers,

such as Ibn Nugtah??! and al-Dhahabi272

Secondly, this work has a great resemblance to his other works i.e

Mu'jam al-Safar, Mashwkhat Baghdad and Kitab al-Arba'in in respect of

the style of the language,273 the similarity of some of the information274

and of the authorities?’? and to some extent the organization of the

269. See Lhe notes on the Arabic text nos: 32, 33, 53, 54, 431, 454 elc.

270. K, al-Waijiz ff. 5a, 5b; al-Mashvakhah al-Baghdadivvah,f. la.
271. al-Tagvid, 207/1.
272. Tarikh, . 324b.
273. Compare the mugaddimah of K al-Wajiz with that of his K. al-Arba‘in.
274. A comparison of a few passages will show this. Two extracts are given below
from K. al-Waliz, side by side with the corresponding passages from Mu'iam a]_—
Safar. Eoadl LU@J,?JJA-I..\EE;_,?};.II e ol oes Q.\J-JJ,‘.L}:Q..L_;J.LJJJQJ‘..Q)L?! (e
' o s ik fad oo Lelar OBl el | ZBW o S ol et Dby o)
;.La.a.vg.inth'r‘}.hg;)ﬂ Yy ... aelg U@J!J[gﬂ»qﬂ'gﬂﬂu
Aol gl aze o 3 (T gupendly O K-ol-Wagig: £ /b«
i delay e dSay L5y slhag 0] A U TSI T S HX < [ AR P
M. al-SafaviPP 331,267 11, 00 U 2ilony)ly cransy pom Ibidl, £. 17/,
Also compare f. Sa with p. 403, [. 16a with p. 272; f. 18a, b with pp. 85, 360 of

M.u_'ia_m_al;s_aj'_aL which has been critically edited by S. M. Zaman and definitely
established as a work of al-Silali.

275. See for example the note on Arabic texl nos. 28, 48, 110, 149 elc, where the
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material.

Thirdly, later biographers and writers refer to and quote K. _al-Wajiz
ascribing it to al-Silafi

Ibn Nugtah (d. 629) cites a long passage in the biography of lbn al-
‘Abbadani, who gave ijazah to al-Silafi.Z”6

Ibn al-Abbar (d. 659) takes the major part of the biography of
Maymin b. Yasin al-Junhdji from K a]—ﬂaj'|z.277

According to al-Nawawi (d. 676) al-Silafi wrote an independent work
for the ijazahs of each town.278

al-Dhahabi (d. 748) quotes quite a few passages from it in his
works.279

Abu Zakariyya Yahya b. Ahmad al-Nafazi al-Himyari known as al-
Sarraj (d. 805) a scholar from Fas, also refers a few times to K,_al-Wajiz in
his m_ZSD

Taqi al-Din al-Fasi (d. 832) uses material from K._al-Wajiz in his work
in the biographies of some transmitters of Makkah; in some cases it is the
only source of his information.28!

Ibn Hajar (d. 852) says that he has read K. al-Wajiz under his shavkh
AbU Zakariyya Yahya b. Yusuf b. Abi al-Fath al-Misri282

al-Sakhawi (d. 902) extracts a couple of sayings of scholars from K.

references are taken from the Mu'jam al-Safar.

276. al-Tagvid, 271-2/ 2, of. K_al-Waijiz ff. 10a, b.

277. al-Takmilah, 718/2, cf. K. al-Wajiz, I. 13a.

278. See [Khtisac Tabaqat al-Shafi'ivvah, I. 43a.

279. See for example Tarikh, ff. vol. 12, 46a, 66a, b, 78a, 97b, 101b, 103a, 109b;
63/9; al-Mushtabih, 494, 514; Sivar, 21/21.

280. Fihris al-Sarraj, ff. 30, 31 (cf. K al-Waijiz, ff. 1b, 4a) cf. al-Kattani, YGsuf,
Madrasat al-Imam al-Bukhari fi al-Maghrib (Dar Lisan al-Arab, Beirit N.D.) vol 2,
Pp. 132, 133, 141.

281. al-'lod al-Thamin, pp. 227, 381/2; 397/4; 242/5; 461/6; 139, 141, 328/7. cf.
K. al-Wajiz, fr. 13b, 14a, 15b, 16a, 15b, 13a, 14b, and 16a.

282. a|-Majma' al-Mu'assas, f. 49.
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al-Wajiz?%3

al-Suyiti (d. 911) relies upon it in his work on one occasion.284

al-Kattani (d. 1350) traces K, al-Wajiz back to al-Silafi with unbroken
as’.!mid.285 He also says that Abd al-Tawfiq al-Dakkali quotes from K. al-
Wajiz in his Fihrist.286 7

From this evidence, there appears every reason to support that the

work's attribution to al-Silafi is authentic.

283. Fath al-Mughith, 11/2, 69/2.

284. Tadrib al-Rawij, 7/2.

285. Fihris al-Faharis, 1130/2

286. Known as Simt al-Jawhar {i al-asinid al-mutlasilali bi al-Funin wa al-Athar,
cf. al-Kattani, Fihris, 1060/2. .
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PURPOSE AND NATURE OF THE WORK
The principal purpose of Kitab al-Wajiz fi dhikr al-Mujaz wa al-Mujiz

is made plain in the author’s introduction to the work:

"Having first made mention of those among the
transmitters and the major scholarly huffadz whom I have met
and having recorded those on whose authority I have noted
down some hadith,.......... and having sel down all that in a book

that [ entitled al-Mu‘jam al-Mu'arrakh......... I thought fit to add
to this also information concerning those who corresponded
with me from distant lands that I have never seen or ever
approached, much less visited, or from towns that [ have visited,
but only after the death of my correspondent (al-mujiz), so that
I was unable to meet him............. So, with the help and support
of Allah who is exalted, I began on this supplement [to al-
Mu‘jaml, ... [ now thought it would be better and more
likely to lead to profitable results to give individual biographies
of the shavkhs of each place separately; Thus any student who

wished to find out about them (al-mujjzin) would be enabled to
w287

gain comprehensive knowledge of them.
This excerpt shows that (1) al-Silafi wanted to produce a separate
dictionary of the biographies of all of his mujiziin according to their
towns of residence; (2) this work was to be a supplement to his previouélyr

written al-Mu'jam al-Mu'arrakh; and (3) that it would include all those

shavkhs whom he could not meet but from whom he obtained [jazah. Also,
as the name of the book (i. e. K._al-Wajiz fi dhikr al-Mujaz wa al-Mujiz)
implies this would be a work relating the biographies of those listed in it
together with their transmissions which lhe received by means of jjazah.

Now we shall examine to what extent al-Silafi-fulfils the purpose
implied in the preface. As far as the biographies are concerned, fifteen
out of the forty-seven entries are listed only with the names of the

shayvkhs without any biographical information being given about them.

287 K. al-Wajiz , [. 1b.
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A few other names which are included are accompanied by a little more
jnformation. however, even they do not entirely fulfill the purpose. al-
Dhahabi, in his ITarikh likewise seems to complain about this
shortcoming.?8% In some cases, al-Silafi is unable to provide such
information, having, as he tells us, lost his notes.289

Furthermore, it is said that K_al-Wajiz is a supplement to al-Mu‘jam
al-Mu'arrakh. Thus it would clearly be advantageous to identify the latter
work.

AL-MU'JAM AL-MU ARRAKH

There are several works attributed to al-Silafi bearing the title of
Mu'jam, such as Mu'jam Baghdad, Mu'jam al-Safar, Mu'jam al-Huffaz,
Mu'jam al-Shu‘ard’ and Mu'jam Shuyikh [sbaban; none of these works is
known to have had the alternative title al-Mu'jam al-Mu'arrakh.

Now, if we hypothesize that by zl-M. al-Mu'arrakh al-Silafi may
mean one of the above-mentioned Mu'‘jams, then the question arises as to
which. We shall discuss each title individually so that we can then
establish which work corresponds closest to al-M. al-Mu'arrakh. Before

embarking on this discussion it appears relevant to look at the

description of al-Mu'jam al-Mu'arrakh as is given in the introduction of
E al-siiaiiz.
"Having first made mention of those among the
transmitters and the major scholarly huffdz whom [ have met;
and having recorded those on whose authority 1 have noted
down some Radilh, even if they were not masters of the rules of

transmission and the passing on of hadith; and having named
those from whom [ have gained some juristic, literary or ascetic

288. al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, f. 103a/12, the biographies of al-Husayn b. Ahmad al-
‘Ukbari, Hibat Allah b. 'Abd al-Razzaq [. 101a/12; and Muhammad b. Muhammad b.
‘Ubayd Allah I. 119a/12, and see note no. 190 on Lhe Ar. texi.

289. See K, al-Wajiz, . 9b " There were also olher shavkhs whose names I have
forgotlen, whose iidzah Hamzah al-Tabari obtained for me." A similar account is also

found in his M. al-Safar, p. 331.
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benefit, or those who acceded to my request to let me hear
something of their poetry and their ideas, or what they had
heard from any brilliant writer or prolific transmitter; and
having set down all that in a book that I entitled al-Mu'jam al-
Mu acrrakh, since I specified therein their grades, distinguished
between the reliable and the less reliable among them,
presented the most valuable of their dicta, indicated their
ranking and standing -- without citing more than one hadith
from any one of them, or more than one anecdote or piece of

poetry,..... the Mu'jam is arranged according to the letters of
the alphabet, in their totality."290

Bearing in mind this description, we can proceed to examine the
aforementioned titles in the hope of identifying this work.

A. Mu‘jam Baghdiad is mentioned by al-Silafi himself and also by

some of his biographers.zgl A study of a manuscript of it shows that it
does not match the description of al-M. al-Mu'arrakh, as it contains no
remarkable biographical information about the shavkhs that it lists,

B. Mu'jam al-Safar is mentioned in most of biographical sources in
the list of the works of al-Silafi.?%2 It was written after the completion of
a journey of 11 years, starting in Baghdad, and ending in Alexandria. It
contains the biographies of those shavkhs whom al-Silafi met during his
tiblah and of those who visited him during his residence in Alexandria.

Apart from the fact that the arrangement is not entirely
alphabetical, it seems quite possible that this work is the same as gl-M. al-
Mu'arrakh as Vajda believes probably to be the case.293

However, some doubts arise with regard to this conclusion when one

considers the description of the work as given by al-Sakhawi:

"The Mu'jam al-Safar of al-Silafi, a very useful volume, in

290. K, al-Wajiz, f. 1b.
291. al-Silafi, M. al-Safar p. 65; al-Dhahabi, Tarikh [. 62/14 (Ms. Istanbul, Topkapi,
Ahmet iii, 2917); see also the full description of the work supra p. 11.

292. see also supra works of al- Silafi, p. 7.
293. Vadja,"Un Opuscule Inedit d' as-Silafi, p. 86.
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the handwriting of Muhammad b. al-Mundhiri, who related on
the authority of his father al-Zaki that he received it in the
handwriting of al-Silafi in parts (juzazat) each of which
contained one separate biography. He (al-Zaki) made a fair copy
and arranged them [the parts] as they came to hand and not in

proper order. The arrangement of the work, therefore, is not as
it should be. This work does not contain any biographies of the
people of Isbahan."294

In the light of this, and other references.zg5 it seems possible that
al-Silafi did not complete or give a title to this work. If this is so, then
Mu'jam al-Safar cannot be al-M. al-Mu'arrakh, as the latter was completed
before it was supplemented by K._aj;_\iaﬁz_zg(’

D. MJJ_,La_nL,al;ﬂuﬂ_az is listed in the Catalogue of the ‘Arif Hikmat
collection of the Mahmidiyyah Library, Madinah; however, it is also the
same work as M. al-Safar.2%7

E. Mu'jam al-Shu'ard, is in fact Mu'jam al-Safar.298

F. Mu‘jam Shuvikh Isbahdn, although not known to exist, is

mentioned as a work of al-Silafi by Ibn Hajar, al-Subki and al-Dhahabi. 299
According to the latter, who frequently cites passaées from it in his
Tarikh, it contains the biographies of six hundred people of Isbahan. The
study of these passages shows that this was a work of a biographical
nature which also included those ahadith, anecdotes, verses and other
material, which he had received from his shavkhs in Isbahan.

On close examination of the extracts cited by al-Dhahabi, one can see
that the method followed therein closely resembles the method which al-

Silafi describes in the preface of K. al-Wajjz as being followed in al-M. al-

294. al-Sak hawi, al-Mutakallimun, p. 114; I'Ian, p. 224.
295. al-Dhahabi, Tadhkirah, 91/4; Sivar, 16/21.
296. K al-Waljiz, f. 1b.

297, Majallat Majma' al- Lughal__al-'Arabjvyah, Damascus, NO. 48, vol. 1, p. 73.

298. see for more details, p. 26.

299, Ibn Hajar, Lisan al-Mizan, 318/1, 83/5; al-Subki, Tabagat, 43/4; al-Dhahabij,
Sivar, 21/21.
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Muarcakh. In addition to this, the following points also corroborate the
idea of its being a similar work to al-M, al-Mu'arrakh.
1. In K al-Wajiz, in the biography of Fayd b. 'Abd al-Rahman b.

shadhi, al-Silafi makes a reference to al-M, al-Mu'arrakh.

"I had seen his son Muhammad at Isbahidn and had
attended his preaching session. He recited to me two verses of
poetry which I have written down on his authority and have

mentioned them in al-Mu‘jam al-Mu'arrakh3%°
An examination of the existing Mu'jams of al-Silafi reveals that this

account is not to be found in any of them. However, it can be reasonably
assumed that it is more likely to have been mentioned in Mu'jam [sbahdn
than in any other work, since the meeting between al-Silali and
Muhammad b, Fayd b, ‘Abd al-Rahman took place in Isbahan.

2. The second point which supports the idea that M. Isbahdn may be
al-M., al-Mu'arrakh is that al-Silafi acquired the majority of his jjazahs
with the help of the people of Isbahéin,301 prior to his rjhlah. It can be
reasonably accepted that he started setting down these jjizahs so far
accumulated, in a book, separately, as a supplement to M, Isbahan; this
supplement he later completed and named K. al-Wajiz.

The only point which stands against this works being decisively
declared as al-M. al-Mu'arrakh is al-Silafi's ambiguous statement that he
has included in it the major scholarly huffaz whom he had met. Mu'jam
Isbahan, however, is a compilation of only those huffiz whom he met-in
[sbahan. Mu'jam al-Safar is the only work which was written during the

later part of his life, when he had met all the major scholarly huffaz.

300. K al-Wajiz. f. 16b.

301. K. al-Waijiz, ff. Sa, 9b, 10a, 12b, 14a, 15b: the lollowing is the list of Lhose
who helped him to acquire jjizahs, along with the dates on which they received
them: AbG Mansir Ma'mar b. Ahmad al-'Abdi in 488, Hamzah al-Tabari in 489, Abi
Nasr al-Yunariti in 491, Mahammod b. al-Fadl al-Isbahani, 493, Ahmad b.
Muhammad al-Nahhas in 493, Isma'il b. Muhammad b. al-Fadl al-Isbahani in 493.
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However, the evidence cited for case F is more cogent. Consequently,
although it is impossible definitely to identify al-Mu‘jam al-Mu'arrakh, it
can be said with certainty that al-Mu'jam al-Mu'arrakh may be M.
_L;b.ahﬁn or that this may have been a comprehensive title given by al-
Silafi to all of his Mu'jams.

As indicated earlier, K. al-Wajiz is a work which was intended to
contain the biographies of all those shavkhs with whom he had
corresponded in distant lands, some of which he had never visited, and
who had given him jjazahs. His desire to visit al-Andalus, was never
fulfilled and he obtained the jjazahs of its prominent shaykhs with the
help of 'Ali b. Ibrahim b. Yusuf al-Ansari. This was in 512, after he had
settled in Alexandria.?%2 [t seems very strange then, that he does not
mention any of these shavkhs in K. al-Wajiz. Some details of these
mujiziin and their ijazahs are found in his M. al-Safar3%3 and Ibn al-
Abbar also provides a more comprehensive list of them.304 It is not
possible to agree that the K. al-Wajiz was written before 512; since the
death of Razin b. Mu'awiyah is dated as 535 in his biographical entry{3°5

thus it cannot have been completed before that date.

302. al-Silafi, Mu'jam al-Safar, p. 151; Yaqat, M. al-Buldan, 79/3.
303. See M. al-Safar, pp. 87, 226, 434.

304. Ibn al-Abbar, gal-Mu'‘iam. pp. 49-50.

305. see K. al-Wajiz biog. no. 31.
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CONTENTS AND STRUCTURE
OF THE WORK
K. _al-Wajiz can be divided into two main parts; in the first part the
question of jjizah is discussed thoroughly, while the second part contains

the traditions received by jjazah by al-Silafi and the biographies of his

ml”]znn

According to al-Silafi, jjazah rests on firm grounds since it has been
approved and practised by the fagi hs and muhaddiths of all periods up to
and including his own time. It plays a crucial part in the survival of
isnad, which is the principal basis of the shari'ah. Although, in this
respect, sami’ and mun3dwalah undoubtedly possess a greater authority
than jjazah, it is inconceivable that any kind of compilation could
survive solely by means of uninterrupted sama'. Therefore the need
arises for other means of transmission, and ijazah is simply one of such
means by which transmission can be maintained.

The aim of all these methods (i.e. sama’, mundwalah and jjazah) is to
keep the sunnahs concerning the abhkam of the shari'ah alive. This can
be achieved by employing any method on condition (a) that precision and
exactitude be observed during the transmission of a text, (b) that it be
free from any additions and omissions, and (c¢) that if transcribed, it be
from the handwriting of a reliable person.

On the basis of the teachings of the Quran and the sayings of the
Prophet (p.b.u.h) one may conclude that a method which makes some
concessions and facilitates the task is one which should be permitted to
Students of the shari'‘ah and may be considered as an acceptable means of
transmission.

A great benefit of jjazah is that it enables the keen seeker of
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learning (i. e. hadith) who suffers from some severe handicap (e. g.
sickness or shortage of funds), which prevents him approaching a
shavkh and receiving his transmissions by means of sama’, to acquire
them by means of kitabah along with the jjazah for its transmission. This
practice also goes back to the time of the Prophet (p. b. u. h.).

The subject of ijizah is also discussed by Abl al-'Abbas al-Walid b.
Bakr b. Makhlad al-Ghamri, a Maghribi predecessor of al-Silafi; however,
al-Silafi's approach to the subject is completely different, in that he
adopts a method which was readily understood by the students of his time.

The difference in opinion concerning the choice of precise
phraseology which is used for transmission is discussed. The expressions
which help to distinguish that which has been received by sami’ from
that has been received by jjazdh are also discussed, and subsequently,
terms which he feels are best suited to convey the manner in which
transmission was received are suggested.

The controversy among both the mutagaddimin and
mutaakhkhirin regarding the acceptability of jjazah is represented by
citing the position adopted by Abu Nasr al-Sijzi in respect of its validity.
Although he at first strongly opposed its use, he accepted it as a means of
transmission in his later years.

The conditions concerning the age and ability of the recipient of an
ijazah is discussed, with the citation of the various views of the earlier
and later scholars.

The theoretical part of the work ends here. The second part of the
book contains the biographies of the shavkhs of Baghdad, Basrah,
Makkah, Mawsil, Hamadhan, Asadabad, Istirabad and Khurasan, along
With a specimen of the traditions which al-Silafi received from them by

means of jjazah. There is little need to review the contents of the
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biographical information here. We may simply review the common
features of the biographies and the general structure qf the work.

The total number of mujiziin mentioned in this part is 47 (the
number varies under each town entry),3°6 this being the number of
those who had died between the years 483 and 570 H.397 The arrangement
is neither alphabetical nor chronological but is made according to tlhe
towns from which jjizah was despatched by the muijiziin, irrespective of
whether or not they were permanenl residents there; e. g. all the
mujizon of Makkah were originally from some other towns.3%8 Unlike al-
Silafi's other works, K. al-Wajiz does not contain an account of any female
mni‘:zah.3'39

al-Silafi did not meet the majority of his mujiziin, and he therefore
transmitted on their authority by means of jjazah. In the case of a few
mujizin whom he did meet he also uses jjazah as a means of

s

transmission.310

His mujizun belong to the category of muhaddiths, fagihs, zuhhad,
SUfis and persons with no particular designation excepl that of being ‘ili
1% 3anaq 311

The biographies contain very little personal information, and the

entries differ from each other in respect of subject matter and length.

306. Only one shaykh is cited under each of these places i. e Khurasan, Istirabad and
Asadabad.

307. see note numbers 441,340.

308. K. al-Wajiz . 12b.

309. al-Silafi introduced 8 shaykhal in his Mu'jam Baghdad and 19 in his Mu'jam,
al-Safar. According to al-Tujibi, a mu‘jam of his shaykhat was compiled by one of his
fellows, see Ibn al-Abbar, al-M u'jam, p.50.

310. see e.g. the biographies of Abl Muhammad Rizq Allah b. Abd al-Wahhab al-
Tamimi, Sa'd b. ‘Ali al-'ljli and Muhammad b. ‘Ali b. Muhammad b. al-Mu‘azzam.

311. e. g. AbQ 'Abd Allah al-Husayn b. Ahmad b. Talhah al-Ni‘ali was a ham_mamJ
s€ée note no. 73. .
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Some of them are very detailed while others are L;ather brief. In some
cases, just the names of the mujizin are given with no further
information.-” 12

Usually, a biography contains the full name, the nisbah and kunvah
of a muijiz, the dates of his birth and death, a brief family background,
names of his more prominent teachers and students (i. e the persons who
transmitted on his authority), names of the cities visited by him, and titles
of the books and ajza' which he read or transmitted.

Often a biography starts with some distinguishing feature of the
muijiz e.g. his position.3l3 his rank.3l4 his m_n.d_nna_b_315 or his sect;316 or
it may start with the date of his death or the date when an ijazah was
sanctioned.317

The material which has been transmitted by means of jjizah mostly
consists of ahﬁ.dnll. but some anecdotes and verses of poetry are also
included.

The work is entirely based on oral or first-hand written material
which he received either from his mujjizin or from other people. No
single biography has been copied from any other work, as was common
practice of scholars of that period.

Most of the information is documented by means of an jsnad. The
first-hand information is referred to by such phrases as akhbarana,
sami‘tu and kataba ilayva, and the intermediary informants are also

clearly indicated.3!® Some_times more than one source of information is

312. See biog. nos. 10-19 and 40-42.
313. See biog. nos. 5, 6, 47.

314, See biog. nos. 2, 22.

315. See biog. nos. 1, 27, 32, 33.
316. See biog. nos. 23, 44.

317. See biog. nos. 7, 9, 20.
318.Seel. 16 b. biog. 34.
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mentioned.319

In some cases, in the biography of a mujiz, other biographies are
also given, sometimes of people who have a relationship with the
mujiz 320 and sometimes of one of those whose names occur in the chain
of transmission.321

Most of the traditions mentioned belong to the genre of sahih, but a
few da'if and mawdy' are found as well. No comment on the nature of these
traditions as regards their authenticity, etc., is made, in contrast to the
contemporary Mu'jam of Ibn ‘Asakir, who adds a critical note at the end
of each tradition he has received by sama' or jjizah.

Most of the jjazahs al-Silafi collected were with the help of his

fellows (mujazatis} but he also employed other methods, e.g. he wrote

letters to shavkhs in Baghdad.322

319. See I. 3b.

320. e.g. the biographies of the three brothers of Tirad al-Zaynabi are given under
the latter's biography.

321. K, al-Wajiz, If. 7a, b, 8b, 18a.

322. See biog. 2, 3: in the biography of Nabt (33) al-Silafli says: 1 wrote to him and
requested him to give me his jjazah.
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LANGUAGE AND STYLE

al-Silafi, originally of Persian background, seems to have devoted
nimself to the study of Arabic language and grammar from his early
childhood; he may have had the opportunity of learning under renowned
experts in the field like al-Khatib al-Tabrizi, al-Fasihi and Ibn al-Sarraj at
Baghdad.323 Although he wrote in Arabic of a moderakely high standard,
traces of his mother tongue are still apparent.

The preface is written in rhymed prose which often looks artificial.
For the sake of rhyme he sometimes interpolates an unnecessary word
which often creates complications in the understanding of a simple
sentence.324 He also commonly allows himself to interpolate
v:iig.ressions.-”25 His long sentences can be confusing, his pronouns are
sometimes of uncertain referrence and heoccassionly employs unfamiliar
words and strange expressions.32%

A few syntactical irregularities are also apparent, e.g. he uses the
verb 'ayyana with ‘ala twice327 and istahagga with bi-;328 the more
common usage is with a direct ‘ abject.

He often cites part of a verse of poeiry or an ayah of the Qur'an

without indicating that he is doing s0,329

323. al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, f. 325b.

324. K._al-Wajiz, f. 3b.

325. See . 3a, and f. Sa.

326. K._al-Wajiz [. 2a.

327. See K._al-Waijiz, IT. 1b, 3b.

328. K. al-Wajiz, f. 3b.

329. See K, al-Wajiz, . 18b, where the second line of the following verse of
Mutanabbi is quoted: L2l s biag adiab L ogus e

cf. g|-° -] i i 1 djw3 ial-] i - i, ed. Nasil al-Yazji
(Dar al-Qalam Beirut), p. 125; for Quranic gyahs see (. 15a and 2a, cf. Quran, 14:27
and 53:3.
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THE MANUSCRIPT

The present work is based on one manuscript only. This unique copy

entitled KITAB AL-WAJZ FI DHIKR Al,-MUJAZ WA AL-MUIZ is numbered

4874 (1) in A Hand List of the Arabic Mss., in the Chester Beatty Library,

Dublin330. [t is one of two works contained in the same volume.

The title page gives the title of the work and the name of;:lilhor; but
the names of the scribes are not given, the manuscript is undated, nor are
the-re any certificates of reading.

In the left-hand margin of f. 1a there is a note in a hand other than

the scribe's: ithadl 5a OLSUl 1 il Al L

wmwml)wﬁ‘.bﬁl'@ul
diker o publ ol 1 dama o danl o
Gy W gty Sl unSy il
! Glpal sy Cd

sl olSely k! iy ol s

ox pd isste Gl 3 510 3

A sty Wy 5l ly A

Comr Lo (Sy55 EVY L

The last two-and-a-half lines are illegible.

The manuscript consists of 19 folios33! of large format, including
the title page and the page bearing the colophon. Each page of the
manuscript contains 27 iim’:s,332 each of which is generally of 12-15
words,

The manuscript is on the whole in good condition. The bottom of the
verso of each folio contains the first two words of the recto of the

following folio. These catch words show that the text is complete and that

—

330. A. J. Arberry, A hand list of the Arabic Mss. vol. 6, p. 125, 126.

331. 'Abd al-Hamid in his book al-Hafiz Abu Tahir al-Silali mistakenly says Lhal K,
al-Wajjz consists of 21 folios, see P 197.
332. The last page has only 4 lines.
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the correct sequence of folios has been maintained.
It seems that the text was later collated by the scribe with another
manuscript. On the right hand margin of f. 1b we [ind Ls o+ and
Lo o“ - beside the colophon; while twice we find T in the right hand
margin on fols. 10b and 17b, in the same hand. From this we may

conclude that the collation of the text was completed in three sittings.

SCRIPT

The manuscript was writlen by two hands; fols. la -18b being in one
hand while only fols. 192 and 19b are in another. Although the first
scribe writes a poor naskh he is, nevertheless, very careful about the
proper vocalization of words and particularly, about the names of the less
well known transmitters. Vowels are used quite frequently, as are shadda
and madda.

If he mistakenly reverses two words, he puts a small ——« above them
to indicate that the opposite order is the correct one.333 He also writes a
small ‘(:,‘" above a repeated name, when the repetition is deliberate 234

Marginal corrections and glosses have been made by the scribe
himself. Another hand has indicaled, in the margin, where the individual
biographies begin.

When the scribe omits something, he inserts it in the margin by
putling a miniature & beside it, and an indication of omission at the
appropriate place in the text; these marginalia are included in the edited
text with an indication in the foot-notes.

The scribe regularly begins a new section in larger writing and
Occasionally he places a mark — above the first word,

The only punctuation mark used is the circle with a dot in it, which

333. See I. 14a.
334. See IT. 17b, 18a, b.
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is not invariably used .
The text is written continuously, without any paragraphs, but an
effort has been made to indicate poetical quotations by putting them on a

separate line.

ORTHOGRAPHY

The inconsistent use of alif mamdudah is seen frequently in the
writing of proper names. Thus, for example, Ishig, Ibrahim, Harun,
Uthman, Sufyan, Muawiyah are written: Ge==l« «&.l 1 =0 (oie

The same phenomenon is found in < and 4% but not in (_;—4~>L or

uf;\;:_335

He frequently omits the hamzah after alif mamdudah, for example

lole for ,loke, |~ for s, L1 for ety el for 4L,

No hamzah is written in med. and tert rad hamz verbs such as for
example: (L for di.,.g . Mt for SLAL 7

Ya is written in place of hamzah in words such as‘pﬁ»}ﬁifor lo—c;l,b :

U for S, sl for  LL .

The alif of ibn is consistently written at the beginning of a line.

He never puts two dots on 13 marbitah.

There are quite a number of mistakes in the manuscript which
Seems to be the fault of the scribe e.g. e for g, C_,AJ for 45,2,

s for (s, 30 for );»(__3‘\, 2 L&) for Q‘WL..M , L2 for

ol 336

335. See f. 16a.
336. See [T. 2a, 7b, 9b, 13a, 15a, 16a.
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METHOD OF EDITION, ANNOTATION AND
TRANSLATION

EDITION

1. I have retained the MS. readings of K. al-Wajiz without any
change. The few emendations which have been made are to names that
are already incorrect in the Mss, and to forms of words that do not vield
the required sense, e. 8.l for Ls- and <™ for 2, .

2. I have also reproduced the vowel markings present in the MS,,
including those of the proper names, in the few cases where these are
given. In those cases where they disagree with those found in other
sources | have recorded the difference in the notes at the end.

3. Emendations to the MS. reading, except for the silent
regularization of habitual orthographical peculiarities of the scribe, are
suggested in the apparatus criticus. The position of these in}hfrabic Text is
indicated by underlined numerals.

4. Abbreviations used by the scribe are also adopted such as

L for Liis and L1 for bi._-b{.

5. A few words that [ believe to have fallen out of the Text, | have
supplied within brackets, as specified in the sigla; where these additions
derive from another source I have indicated their provenance in the

6. To facilitate the reading of the text and to avoid ambiguity in the
names of the transmitters, I have added the vowel marks where
appropriate; certain marks of punctuation are also supplied, The text has
been divided into paragraphs and sections as required by the sense.

7.The symbols employed in the apparatus criticus are the following.

+ Above the line.
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e Below the line,

L In right-hand margin.

H In left-hand margin.

(-) x.ou Repeated and then deleted in MS.

(-) *.. Added and then deleted in the MS.

< > Addition of the editor.

() Completion from other sources.

< The MS.

/ End of a folio.

« ¥ Verses of the Holy Quran, ahadith, and the names of
books.

ANNOTATION

1. The Text has been annotated with philological and necessary
biographical notes. Since these conlain a large proportion of Arabic
words or phrases __ personal names, names of towns, technical terms, etc.
— it has been considered more convenient and more advantageous to
write them in Arabic. The consecutive numerals in the Ar. Text
correspond with these explanatory notes.

2. The references in these notes are given by the short titles of the
works concerned. These are expanded in an appendix to the notes and
related to the authors under whom entries are to be found in the
bibliography.

3. References are given to Qur'anic verses, ahadith, and to those
quotations that it has been possible Lo trace.

4. Indices of the names of the persons, tribes, towns, places, books,
Quranic verses, ahddith and athar which occur in the text are provided
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the
alphabetically, at the end of f{Arabic part of the work. The numerals

within brackets ig the indices correspond with the notes at the end.

5. The bibliography has been arranged according to the names of
the authors.

6. Details of works to which refernce is made only once are given in

the footnotes 1o those references.

TRANSLATION

1. Extra words which are necessary for the sense are added in the
brackets.

2. Folio numbers of the Ms. are given in the margin of the
translation.

3. A separate glossary of some technical terms that occur in the Text
has been provided at the end of the translation. These lerms, in most

cases, are simply transliterated in the translation.
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KITAB
AL-WA]JIZ FI DHIKR AL-MUJAZ
WA AL-MUJIZ

A SHORT TREATISE ON THAT WHICH HAS BEEN RECEIVED BY [JAZAH AND

THOSE WHO HAVE GIVEN IT.

BY

AL-HAFIZ ABUTAHIR AHMAD B. MUHAMMAD B. AHMAD

AL-SILAFI, AL-ISBAHANL AL-ISKANDARL
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IN THE NAME OF ALLAH THE MERCIFUL THE COMPASSIONATE.

YOUR HELP AND FACILITATION O LORDI

AbU Tahir Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Ibrahim
al-Silafi, al-Isbahani, later al-Iskandari, al-lmam, al-Hafiz (may Allah's
good pleasure be upon him) said:

After praise to Allah, the Lord and Ordainer of blessings since
ancient times, Who is praised for His bounty, which He graciously
pestows, and for His kindness; after prayer for His blessings upon
Muhammad, the ultimate in greatness, the seal of the prophets Lo
mankind and nations, and His blessing upon his family, which is
distinguished for its admirable character, and pre-eminent wisdom, and
on his Companions, the helpers of Islam and its propagators among the
Arabs and the non-Arabs:

Having first made mention of those among the transmitters and the
major scholarly Quffaz whom I have met; and having recorded those on
whose authority I have noted down some hadith, even if they were not
masters of the rules of transmission and the passing on of hadith; and
having named those from whom I have gained some juristic, literary or
ascetic benefit, or those who acceded to my request to let me hear
something of their poetry and their ideas, or what they had heard from
any brilliant writer or prolific transmitter; and having set down all that

in a book that I entitled al-Mu'iam al-Mu'arrakh, since I specified therein

their grades, distinguished between the reliable and the less reliable
among them, presented the most valuable of their dicta, indicated their

ranking and standing -- without citing more than one nﬁm from any

\/b
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one of them, or more than one anecdote or piece of poetry, [and I have
cited some pieces of poetry in order to be represemfative] even though
there is better poetry by other people; I thought fit to add to this also
information concerning those who corresponded with me from distant
lands that I have never seen or ever approached, much less visited, or
from towns that [ have visited, but only after the death of my
correspondent (al-mujiz), so that I was unable to meet him, as fate and
divine decree would have it.

So, with the help and support of Allah Who is Exalted, [ began on
this supplement [to al-Mu‘iam], but I did not follow the method that I had
followed in al-Mu'iam. The former is arranged according to the letters of
the alphabet, in their totality, for I found that those from whom [ had
received oral transmission were many, whereas the mujizin, on the other
hand, were few; I now thought it would be better and more likely to lead
to profitable results to give individual biographies of the shavkhs of each
place separately. Thus any student who wished to find out about them (al-
m_uiizﬂn] would be enabled to gain comprehensive knowledge of them.
Allah Who is Exalted, is the One who directs [mankind] to what is right
and the One who should be asked to give [them] the profit of it in this
world and the next, and it is through Him that [they] attain the glorious
ranks.

Now, you should know that jijazah has been approved by the
jurisprudents of the shari‘ah, the practitioners of its principles and
applications, and by the scholars/ of hadith, in the past and present,
century after century, age after age, until our own times; therefore they
permit the transmission of hadith by this means, and they disagree
concerning it with the wicked, rebellious, heretic, whose intention is to

destroy what was laid down by the Law giver and complied with by the
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Companions and the Followers (1abj'), and so became obligatory duty and
inescapable prescription. And he who is granted success [by Allah] and
who has observed the implementation [of this] on the part of all the
Successors will strive earnestly to follow the Predecessors, those who are
the models, the leaders in the right way, since following them in the
correct sunnahs is one of the most direct paths, one of the stoutest shields
and the strongest argument, safe from any deviation; and that which they
followed is sound, and it is not permissible to oppose it; if anyone does
oppose it, his opposition will bring his downfall.

If, however, he adheres to it, he will follow the obvious highway,
will hold on to the most reliable hand-hold, and fulfill the obligatory
duty, and refrain from accepting the words and deeds of those who deny
the words of him who does not speak of his own whim; and Allah the
Exalted enables us to follow and comply with [the l;m.dil..h.] and restrains us
from innovation and heresy, for He is the most compassmnate of those in

Eo whioe 'S¢ ~ e o amad e .
whom hope is put and the most generous of those who are asked

Since this has been firmly established and proved to be true by
demonstration, every investigator may be quite sure that isndd is the
basis and foundation of the shari‘ah, and so adhere to every possible
means by which study of it rather than its disappearance may be assured.
And by jjazah, as is clear to anyone who is discerning and perspicacious,
is assured the continuity of such athar, as has been transmitted and is
sound, and the survival of its beauty, clarity, splendour, and brightness;
therefore it is necessary to rely on it and always have trust in it without
any doubt as to its soundness or any suspicion about its wide scope. For the
highest grade in this (i.e. the science of means of transmission) is sama’,
then next munawalah and then jjdzah.

[t is inconceivable that every large compilation, or even every small
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one, could surﬁve only by means of uninterrupted sami' from a remote
period of time, and that no part of it should be disrupted by deaths of
transmitters, and by the loss of careful huffaz. Since all this is so, it is
necessary to employ a means whereby the activity of compilation may
persist -- a means that will ensure its continuance and not lead to its
future disappearance. Therefore, it is of very great benefit to achieve the
transmission of such material by jjazah, since the purpose of doing so is
to strengthen the sunnahs transmitted concerning the prescription of
the shari‘ah, and the keeping alive of traditions, according to the most
rigorous selection, whether by means of samia’, or gird‘ah, or
munawalah, and ijazah, provided that precision and exactitude ave
observed and that the greatest care is taken that there shall be mo
addition or omission; and that in relation by ijdzah from a shavkh one
has recourse only to what is transmitted from the handwriting/ of one
whose transmission can be relied upon and whose words can be trusted.
After that, a certain relaxation, which provides an easier path, and
some concession [may be permitted], rather than [insisting on]
obstruction and great'difficulties. which lead to frustration, taking as
authority for that, the words of Him who is Exalted: "And He has imposed
no difficulties on you in religion; it is the cult of your father Abraham";
and: "Allah intends every facility for you; He does not want to put you to
difficulties”™ and the words of the Apostle of Allah (may the peace and the
blessings of Allah be upon him): " [ am sent down with the easy, the true
and tolerant [religion] and : * Do not be too severe with yourselves so as to
be put to difficulty; for the Israelites were severe with themselves and
Allah made difficulties for them;" and: " Indeed Alldh the Exalted likes His

concessions to be observed just as He likes His obligatory duties to be

z/b
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observed.” Whenever a matter is difficult it may become easy again, and
attention to what leads to advantage and recurrent benefit for students of
the shari‘ah is better than neglect of it, withholding it and making it void.

If anyone adduces evidence to show that a masmi' transmission is
more comprehensive and freer from mistakes than a mujiz transmission
which has not been read under a shaykh and not properly checked, our
reply 1o him and our invalidation of what he has said lies in what has
gone before. He may also be told that no-one is exempt from error and
that nothing that is copied continuously is exempt from omission, so if the
one who receives oral transmission from a shavkh is not knowledgeable
or accurate in what he takes from him, he may become negligent and
make mistakes, unlike someone who has received by jjdzah and is
attentive, retentive and knowledgeable of what he conveys, cites and
transmits; and we have explained earlier that the fundamental point
concerning this is the transmitter's knowledge, carefulness and
precision, however the transmission takes place, whether by samai’,
munawalah or jjazah, since all of these are permissible,

If an intelligent student considers whatl is transmitted by a hanz and
what is transmitted by some-one inferior to him in knowledge, and he
observes the differences between them, in transmission of the same book,
because of the shortcomings of the latter he will appreciate the truth of
what we have said and withdraw from his original position, never
mention it again and never speak to anyone about it.

And it is also among the benefits of jjizah that not every scholar and
keen seeker of knowledge is able to journey or travel, especially if he is
the viclim of sickness or shortage of funds; or the shavkh to whom he
would like to make a journey is far away and he would encounter great

difficulty in getting to him. In these circumstances, kitdbah is more
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advantageous and more suitable to him; and this practice is to be regarded
as one of the most direct paths and the most enlivening sunnahs. Thus
some-one in the far West can wrile to some-one in the far East and give
him permission to transmit/ the sound ahadith in his possession on his
authority. This transmitted material will be valid, for the Prophet (may
the peace and the blessings of Allah be upon him) did the same. It has
peen established that he sent letters to Kisra, Qaysar and others through
his emissaries. Those who welcomed these emissaries and accepted what
they brought to them are thereby provided with a hujjah lindication],
and those who refused and did not act accordingly, are thereby burdened
with a n_u_u_an against them.

Among other arguments that may also be adduced in this regard, and
as indicating that it is quite right to follow this practice, is the fact that
when he (may the peace and the blessings of Allah be upon him) sent
‘Abd Allah b. Jahash to Nakhlah on anexpedition (sirivvah), he handed
over to him a sealed letter, telling him not to open it until he had
travelled for two days; he should then open it and execute whatever
orders it contained. ‘Abd Allah complied with that. This is a clear evidence
for the practice of jjazah and explicit guidance from him (may the peace
and the blessings of Alldh be upon him).

AbU al-‘Abbas al-Walid b. Bakr b. Makhlad al-Ghamri, who came
from the West but died in the East and was among those who travelled
persistently in search of learning (i. e. hadith) -- a scholar, a
jurisprudent, a grammarian and a reliable authority whom [ consider to
be masmi' pazilan but mustajaz ‘dlivan -- wrote a book entitled al-
Wijazah fi sihhat al-Qawl bi al-Ijazah, in which he provides all that is
necessary on this subject (i. e. ijazah) with the utmost eloguence and

clarity.

3/a
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However, I have not followed his method of proceeding and
authentication but rather another one, in which I have dealt with the
subject in words which are more suitable for the students of the present
age and better adapted to their understanding. Attempting Lo be simple
and avoiding prolixity is a more appropriate and correct practice in such
matters.

Those who accept the validity of jjazah in transmission and who
incline towards it even though they do not agree with total dependence
upon it have disagreed concerning the nature of the technical term that
should be preferred [when practising it] by the learned. In my opinion,
the best thing and, upon consideration, thelfirmest and clearest is that
the muhaddith when transmitting from some-one whom he has seen and
spoken to face to face, should say: Anba'ani and concerning some-one
with whom he has corresponded but has not seen Kataba jlavva and
concerning something that he has received by sama' akhbarani and
haddathand and sami'tu. The object of this is that what he has received by
sami’ may be distinguished from what he has received by jjizah, and
what is literal in it from what is figurative; and that he should say
haddathani concerning what he has received by sama’ alone from the
mouth of his shaykh:; and haddathand concerning what he has received
by sama' from his mouth in the same way, only in the company of some-
one else; he should say akhbarani concerning what he has received by
sama’ when reading alone to his shavkh, and akhbarana concerning
what he has received by sami' when in the company of one or more
others, whether he himself or another was reading. This is in order that
what is received by sami' may be distinguished from what is received by

ijazah, according to the criteria of validity that we have laid down./ And

3/b
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if some-one chooses to adopt for what he has received by jjdzah and for
its transmission a method other than that which I have chosen and
specified for myself, and if he subscribes to the contrary of that which I
have subscribed to, he is free to do so; however, this should be designated
by words that convey the sense of jjdzah and expressions that are
equivalent to it and do not alter the long-standing prescriptions for it laid
‘ down by a group of people who have deserved to be considered pre-
eminent by virtue of their learning by heart and their knowledge; and it
should be completely free from tadlis and ambiguity; it should be
designated by words the sense of which does not resemble that received
by sama’, which would permit innovation rather than conformity, as
required by orthodoxy and approved by any nﬁﬁz who encounters il.
The statement of a transmitter by jjdzah, kataba ilayva fulan, that [
have adopted [as acceptablel was also so adopted by al-Bukhari in his

Sahih; he says: Kataba jlayya Mubammad b Bashshar Bundar. Ibn Abi

Hatim al-Razi says something similar in his writings; as do also other
trustworthy Quffaz and reliable transmitters of hadith, both before and
after them. AbU '‘Amr al-Awza'i, the imam of al-Shim would say kataba
ilayya Qatadah.

I have also heard AbU 'Ali al-Baradani a haﬁz. at Baghdad say: [
heard Abu al-Qasim Wasil b. Hamzah al-Bukhari say: He presented to us
his words and his -learning, saying: | came to al-shaykh Abu al-‘Abbas
Ja'far b. Muhammad b. al-Mu'tazz al-Mustaghfiri, a khatib at Namrrand I
asked him about jjazah. He told me [ heard al-Khatib b. Ahmad al-Sijistani
say: | heard AbU Tahir al-Dabbas say: The meaning of the words of the
shavkh, ajaztu laka is: I give you an jjazah to attribule a false statement
to me. Then Ja'far b. Muhammad said to me: However, I will put all that I

have received by sami' into written form for you so that you may say:
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Ja'far b. Muhammad wrote to me that so-and-so b. so-and-so related to us;
he said: So-and-so related to us.

Among both earlier and later authorities there are some who are
hesitant in the matter of ijazah: one of these was AbU Nasr al-Sijzi, but in
the end he was also convinced of its validity. This is Abl Nasr ‘Ubayd
Allah b. Sa'id b. Hatim b. Ahmad b. Muhammad b. ‘Alawayh b. Sahl b. Tsa b.
Talhah al-Hafiz al-Wa'ili of Bakr b. Wa'il; Abu Ishaq Ibrahim b. ‘Abd al-
Malik b. Muhammad al-Mugqri' al Shahhami informed us in Qazwin about
his provenance. Abi Ma'shar ‘Abd al-Karim b. ‘Abd al-Samad b.
Muhammad al-Tabari al-Mugqri’ informed us at Makkah: AbU Nasr ‘Ubayd
Allah informed us in the same terms that [ have used.

I[sma'il b. al-Hasan al-‘Alawi transmitted to me on his authority at
Isbahan and 'Abd al-Baqi b. ‘Abd al-Latif al-Hashimi at Makkah, and Abu
Muhammad b. al-Sarraj at Baghdad, and al-Sharif Abu Shakir al-
‘Uthmani at Makkah also related to me some stories on his authority
which [ have noted down from his memory/ and not from any written
source. And | read under al-Shaykh AbU Muhammad b. al-Sarraj a great
deal which he had had on the authority of AbU Nasr and had received
ijazah to transmit. AbG Nasr had given Ibn al-Sarraj ijazah orally after
Ibn al-Sarrdj had heard fawa'id read in his presence.

When [ reached Damascus [ came to know about some ahadith which
he [AbG Nasr] had written down for Abl al-Qasim al-Hinnai -- the father
of our shaykh AbQ Tahir -- and his brother, and he had permitted both of
them to transmit them on his authority. He said: jjizah is not acceptable
to me and therefore I have put these anasmn in a written form for you, so
that you may transmit that on my authority, or words to that effect. And
the inference in this matter would be according to his indication. I have

read it under AbU Tahir, on the authority. of his father AbU al-Qasim,

L/a



87

from a written copy [by AbT Nasr]. And I was extremely surprised at his ‘
giving ijazah to our shavkh AbU Muhammad b. al-Sarrdj, and the latter's
accepting this, and his refusing to give it in the case of the two sons of al-
Hinnd'l, in spite of their position, until Ab0 Muhammad b. al-Akfani in
Damascus took out for me a book written by ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. Tha'labah al-
Sa'di al-Andalusi -- who was a learned reliable man -- which began: al-
shavkh al-Hafiz Ab0 Nasr al-Wa'ili has given me jjazah; AbU al-Fadl al-
Hakkak has related it 1o us on his authority. And [ also came across a juz’
at Damascus lransmitted by Abu al-Faraj Sahl b. Bishr al-Isfarda’ini on the
authority of AbU Nasr containing his jjazah. AbT al-Faraj is also reliable,
and so | considered the jjazah [given to] Ibn al-Sarraj valid; 1 thou_ght
more highly of him and his reliability became clear to me, (may the
mercy of Allah the Exalted be upon him).

At first, AbU Nasr strenuously resisted and held back from the
giving of jjazah, but towards the end of his life he as strenuously
acceptled it and complied with following the majority of learned huffaz
who had preceded him (may the mercy of Alldh be upon them all). And I
have heard AbU al-Hasan Muhammad b. Marziiq al-Za'farani at Baghdad
say: [ heard AbU al-Fadl Ja'far b. Yahya al-Tamimi say: Abu Nasgr al-Sijzi
al-Hafiz used to say: Munadwalah is equal to sama'. This Ja'far is a
trustworthy nahz and is known as Ibn al-Hakkak at Makkah. He came to
Isbahan and my fellows wrote down [hadithl] on his authority but I did not
see him. Allah the Exalted is asked for help and guidance in following the
path of verification.

There is difference of opinion among those scholars who accept the
validity of jjazah, as to when it is valid, and for whom it ‘is considered

appropriate. So some of them equate these questions with those of sama’;



88

others disagree with them. Most of them say that the sama' of an Arab
child is valid when he has reached the age of four; and they adduce as
evidence the hadith of Mahmud b. al-Rabi' that he was aware of a sip of
water that the Apostle of Allah (may the peace and the blessings of Allih
be upon him) took from a well in their house. The sama' of a non-Arab
child is valid when/ he reaches the age of six.

I heard AbU Muhammad Hibat Alldh b. Ahmad b. al-Akfani al-
Mu'addil at Damascus say: [ heard Abl Muhammad ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. Ahmad
b. Muhammad al-Kattani al-Hafiz say: I heard Abl Nasr 'Abd al-Wahhab
b. 'Abd Alldh b. 'Umar al-Murri say: [ heard Abu Sulayman Muhammad b,
‘Abd Allah b. Zabar al-Raba'i al-Hafiz say: | heard al-Hasan b. Habib say: I
heard al-Rabi' b. Sulayman say: [ was with al-Shafi'i when a man came to
him asking for jjazah for his son, al-Shafi'i asked him: How old is your
son?. The man told him that he was six years old. al-Shafi'i said; ljazah is
not permitted for a child like this until he has reached the age of seven.
Ibn Zabar said: My opinion in this regard is the same as al-Shafi'i's.

My opinion in this regard and the one that [ have found the ]mff_az
among my shavkhs to hold, whether those whom | have mel while
travelling or those whom [ have met while in residence somewhere,
following the opinion of their gshavkhs in their turn is that: lidzah is
valid for anyone to whom it is given, whether he is young or old, It is a
personal privilege, like a hubus [a benefaction that is reserved for him
alone] or like a hibah, and this should not be condemned as harmful.

[t is also said that a bubus and a hibah are valid only for some-one
who has reached the age of seven. The ultimate cbjective of jjazah is
transmission. This is inconceivable in the case of a child, as opposed to an
older person. The latler may receive something by sama' in his town and

transmit it in another town immediately after receiving it, whereas in

L/b
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the case of a child, jjazah can only be received for him from the shavkhs
of the time, so that when he reaches the age of transmission he may
transmit whatever sound ahadith from them he possesses. [t is like his
being given a hubus, as a child, of a house and land, when it is not
conceived that he will actually have the disposal of these. When he
attains puberty and is held to be responsible, the hubys is handed over to
him, and he has the disposal of it, without anyone's having the right to
object to the manner in which he chooses to do so.

AbU Bakr al-Khatib al-Hafiz al-Baghdadi wrote a good booklet on this
subject; we heard it being read under Abi Muhammad al-Samarqgandi at
Baghdad and Abu Bakr al-Shibli in Egypt. He speaks in this booklet about
ijazah for a ma'dum (person not yet born), quoting the opinions of the
Shali, Hanafi and Hanbali fagihs that indicate its validity. If they can
adduce arguments for jjazah for a ma'dim, then surély the case for an
already existing child is much stronger. Analogy requires this to be valid,
and it has, in fact, been popular practice both among laymen and among
the imams of n_agm both past and present, who have accepted it as valid.

This is its justification. Allah the Exalted is the source of success.
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Now I shall start with the SHAYKHS OF BAGHDAD, the city of
peace (may Allah the Exalted make it an abode for Islam/ forever) and
proceed from them to the others. I shall present on the authority of all
those from whom [ have been able to transmit [by .i.iﬁl.ﬂh] and whose
md_[m I have obtained, only one hadith, seeking to be brief and to avoid
prolixity except in the cases where it is useful and beneficial to the
knowledgeahle on account of the shortness of the jsnid from noble
hu_[[_az which is most highly regarded and which [the learned] discern in

every gathering and occasion.

The first one among them was:

(1) AL-IMAM ABU MUHAMMAD RIZQ ALLAH B. 'ABD AL-
WAHHAB AL-TAMIMI

The shavkh and leader of the Hanbalites in Baghdad. He came to
Isbahan as an envoy of the Caliph to the Sultan. At that time I was a
young child. I saw him on the day when he arrived at the city and
entered. It was a notable day, like the 'id, or even more so. He was lodged
[as a guest] at the Sultan's house, al Bab al-Qasr, our quarter. [This palace]
was built by the Daylamite [sultans] and it was taken over by the [Seljuk]
Sultan of the time after the cessation of the former's rule; - It is a lofty
house with a river flowing near it -- he was given the status of an envoy.

I was present in the Mosque of Jurjir, which is situated near Bab al-
Qasr, our quarter, at his majlis, not in the way that adults are present, but
just for fun, in the usual way of children. Many years later, when I was
mature and had applied myself enthusiastically andAwholeheartedly to
Sami’ and writing h_a_cmn al-Ilmam Ma'mar b. AbuU al-Hasan Ahmad b.

Ma'mar al-'Abdi -- who was a person of reliable authority and pleasing



91

manners and behaviour -- said to me: I asked him (i. e. AbU Muhammad)
for ijazah for you by including you in the number of those of our
children whose names [ wrote in the request. He complied with the
request, and wrote his jjazah in his own hand. [ claimed it from him
repeatedly, but he could not produce it.

I set out for Baghdad in the year 493 to meet and write down padith
on the authority of the musnidiin among its shavkhs -- I was not able to
return to the city [of Isbahin]. One day I happened to mention this maijlis
in Baghdad, when Abu al-Barakidt b. al-Saqati al-Hafiz was present; he
said: [ was the one who read under him on Friday after the prayer, on the
minbar of the small mosque, because of the large number of people; and
the juz' [being read] was of the hadith of Muhamlﬁad b. ‘Uthman b.
Karamah, which was transmitted on the authority of Abu ‘Umar 'Abd al-
Wahid b. Mahdi al-Farisi, on the authority of Muhammad b. Makhlad al-
Diri on his authority. This is what Ibn al-Saqati said.

He (AbU Muhammad) was (may the mercy of Allah the Exalted be
upon him) a noble person with fewer transmitters in his jsnad ('ali al-
isnad). He used to affect people's hearts by his preachings and call them
towards righteousness. He transmitted on the authority of/ AbU 'Amr b.
Mahdi, AbT al-Husayn b. al-Mutayyim, Hilal al-Haffar, Abu al-Hasan b.
Bishran, Hibat Allah b. Salamah the commentator, and others like them.

I have been told that AbuU Ghalib Hibat Alldh b. Muhammad b.
Hartn composed a gasidah about him when he came to Isbahan; the first
verse of which is:

On the arrival of al-shavkh Rizq Allah, the people of Isbahian were
provided with wonderful asinid.

He transmitted on the authority of AblU ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami

with jjazah.
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AbU Mubhammad Rizq Allah b. 'Abd al-Wahhab al-Tamimi informed
us when he came to us in Isbahan: AbU al-Husayn Ahmad b. Muhammad
b. Hammad the preacher (al-Wa'iz), known as Ibn al-Mutayyim informed
us: al-Qadi Abl 'Abd Allah al-Husayn b. Isma'il al-Mahamili related to us
by dictation: Muhammad b. 'Amr b. Abi Madh'Ur related to us: Yazid b.
Zuray' relaled to us: 'Abd Allah b. 'Awn related to us on the authority -of
Nafi‘, on the authority of Ibn 'Umar; he said: A man asked the Prophet
(may the peace and the blessings of Allah be upon him) about the night
prayer and he told him: Two rak'ahs at a time, and if you fear that the
morning is coming then one rak'ah. This will be the witr prayer for you.

AbU Muhammad Rizq Allah informed us as well: Abi ‘Umar ‘Abd al-
Wahid b. Muhammad b. "Abd Allah b. Mahdi al-Farisi informed us: AbQ
‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Makhlad al-Diri related to us: Muhammad b.
‘Uthman b. Karamah related to us: Ab0 Usamah related to us on the
authority of Hisham, on the authority of his father, on the authority of
'‘A'ishah that a man came to the Prophet (may the peace and the blessings
of Allah be upon him) and said: O Apostle of Allahl my mother has died
unexpectedly and has not left a will. I think if she had spoken she would
have made charitable disposition. If I do so on her behalf, will she be

rewarded? He said: yes, she will.

The second one was:

(2)  ABU ‘ABD ALLAH AL-HUSAYN B. AHMAD B. TALHAH
AL-NI'ALI
He gave me jjazah for all that which he transmitted in the year 91
and before that as well. He was on a level with al-shavkh AblU Muhammad
Rizq Allah in ‘uliwal-sanad and in his transmission of the hﬁm of al-

Qadi AbT ‘Abd Allah al-Mahamili on the authority of Abu 'Umar b. Mahdi
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a1-Farisi. He also transmitted on the authority of AbU Sa'd al-Malini and
others higher [a'la] in sanad than AbG Sa'd. My father (may the mercy of
Allah be upon him) heard [ahadith] being read under him.

My fellow Abu al-Khayr Hazirasb b. ‘Awd b. al-Hasan al-Harawi said
to me at Baghdad: Ibn Talhah al-Ni'ali died in $Safar in the year 493; and
that is the yvear/ when | approached Baghdad in the month of Ramadan
and arrived there in Shawwal. There was an interval of seven months

petween his death and my arrival there, And sami' is a matter of fortune.

AbU 'Abd Allah al-Husayn b. Ahmad b. Talhah al-Ni‘dli wrote to me"

from Baghdad in the year 491 and before that, I believe, Abl 'Umar 'Abd
al-Wahid b. Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Mahdi al-Farisi informed us: al-
Qadi Abu 'Abd Allah al-Husayn b. Isma'il al-Mahamili related to us by
dictation: Ahmad b. Isma'il al-Sahmi related to us: Mailik related to us on
the authority of Ibn Shihdb: On the authority of Abi Idris al-Khawlani
on the authority of Abl Hurayrah thal the Apostle of Allah (may the
peace and the blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Whoever performs
wudi' should take water into his nose and blow it out again
(iS.LamhﬂLﬂ.]337 and whoever practices jstijmar should use an odd number

[of stones].

The third one was:

(3) AL-SHARIF AL-KAMIL ABU AL-FAWARIS TIRAD B.
MUHAMMAD B. 'AL] AL-ZAYNABI
He was the supreme head of the Hashimiyyun, and he was almost
equal to the two above-mentioned [people] in al-'uluww. He transmitted on
the authority of a group [of muhaddiths] on the authority of which no-

one else has transmitted after him; among them were Hiladl al-Haffar,

337. Ms. Istatara.
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Abl Nasr Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Hasnin al-Narsi, AbG al-Hasan ‘Ali b.
‘Abd Allah b. Ibrahim al-Hashimi and others.

[ have his handwriting on the part [juz] of the request for ijazah
which I dispatched to Baghdad in the year 491. I had on it the
handwriting of various musnid shavkhs; and the request that they might
give ijizah to these who are mentioned [in the request] for what they had
heard and what they had received by jjazah. Tirad replied: [ give them
jjazah for what they asked herein; [signed] Tirad b. Muhammad.

My fellow Abu al-Khayr Hazarasb b. ‘Awd al-Harawi said to me at
Baghdad: [ heard al-Kamil Abu al-Fawaris Tirad b. Muhammad al-

Hashimi say: I was born in the year 398 in Shawwal. Hazdrasb said: he

died in the year 491, on the last day of Shawwal, and was buried on the

first day of Dhu al-Qa‘dah. Hazarasb (may the mercy of Allah the Exalted
be upon him) was reliable in what he says.

He was Abu al-Fawaris Tirad b. Muhammad b, 'Ali b. Muhammad b.
‘Abd al-Wahhab b. Sulayman b. Muhammad b. Sulayman b. '‘Abd Allah b.
Muhammad b. Ibrahim al-Imam b. Muhammad b. ‘Ali b. 'Abd Allah b. al-
‘Abbas/ b. 'Abd al-Muttalib al-Hashimi, known as al-Zaynabi; the one who
was in fact al-Zaynabi was ‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. Ibrahim because
his mother was Zaynab bint Sulayman b. ‘Ali b. '‘Abd Allah b. 'Abbas.

He had three brothers, all of whom transmitted h_amm [ met two of
them.

AbU Talib al-Husayn: The head and teacher of the followers of
Abu Hanifah in Baghdiad, in their school at Bab al-Tag. I met nobody
among the scholars of Baghdad who occupied a greater position than he
did. No-one had precedence over him in the maijlis of the Caliph on the

day of debate. All of the scholars and leaders came after him when they
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entered the palace al the time of debate on the days of assembly, in a place
known as Bab al-Firdaws. al-Mustazhir bi-Allah and his sons used to be
there to watch the people who had come to attend the assembly, the faqihs
and the munazics [debaters], through a window, without being seen.

He was a person of high status and importance. In spite of his
greatness, precedence and leadership, he was an extremely humble
person. He transmitted for us on the authority of AbU Talib b. Ghaylan,
Abu al-Qasim al-Tannukhi and él—Amir Abl Muhammad b. al-Mugtadir et
cetera. He transmitted the Jahih of al-Bukhari on the authority of
Karimah al-Marwaziyyah, the one who lived near the Ka'bah at Makkah
(al-mujawirah), on the authority of al-Kushmihani, on the authority of
al-Farabri, on the authority of al-Bukhari

And the second was:

AbU Ya'la Hamzah: Who was older than Abu Talib. [ asked him
about his date of birth; he said: I was born in the year 407. I read under
him on the authority of al-Qadi Abu al-‘Ala al-Wasii al-Muqri' and Abu
Mubhammad al-Khallal al-Hafiz. He said to me: I heard al-Qadi Abl al-
Husayn al-Tawwazi and AbQ0 al-Hasan b. Qashish al-Maliki and others
being read under; and al-Wazir Ibn Abi al-Rayyan intended 1o take me to
AbT al-Hasan b. al-Hammami al-Mugri’ but did not succeed in this, and I
did not receive anything from him by sami’. Sama’ is a matter of fortune,
He [AbG Ya'lal said: I read the K.na_b_ai;liajm by al-Tha'lab under ‘Ali b.
‘[sa al-Raba'i

The [third] one whom I did not meet but with whose lifetime [ just
coincided, and on the authority of whose companions [ wrote down hadith
was:

Ab0D Nasr Muhammad b, Muhammad: The last person to

transmit the gagm_u of Abu al-Qasim al-Baghawi at Baghdad with fewer
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authorities (‘alivan), and the hadith of Ibn Abi Dawud al-Sijistani on the
authority of Abl Tahir al-Mukhallis and Ibn al-Zunbir. He was among
the shavkhs of the Sifis, accompanying them in their ways/ without
separating from them or opposing them in anything; but he agreed with
them until his death in the year 497 in Jumada al-Ukhra and he was
pborn in the year 387 in $afar.

Al-Nagib Abu al-Fawdaris Tirad b. Muhammad b. 'Ali al-Zaynabi wrote
to me from Baghdad: AbU Nasr Ahmad b, Muhammad b. Hasnun al-Narsi
informed us: Muhammad b. 'Amr b. al-Bakhtari al-Razzaz related to us:
Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Abi al-'Awwam related to us: He said: [ heard
Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Hanbal asking Abu -al-Nadr -Hﬁshim b. al-Qasim
about this hadith. [ heard Hashim b. al-Qasim say: ‘Abd al-'Aziz b. al-
Nu'man al-Qurashi related to us: Yazid?ﬁ8 b. Hayyan informed us on the
authority of ‘Atd’, on the authority of Abu Hurayrah: He said: The Apostle
of Allah (may the peace and the blessings of Allah be upon him) said:
The love of these four people can be combined only in the heart of a
believer: Abu Bakr, 'Umar, '‘Uthmin and ‘'Ali (may the good pleasure of
Allah the Exalted be upon them all).

al-Nagib wrote to me from Baghdad and ‘'Atiq b. Ahmad b. 'Abd al-
Rahmin al-Andalusi told me on his authority in Egypt: AbG al-Hasan "Ali
b. 'Abd Allah b. Ibrahim al-Hashimi informed us: Abu Ja'far Muhammad
b. ‘Amr b. al-Bakhtari al-Razzaz related to us: Muhammad b. Ahmad b. al-
Barra' al-'Abdi informed us: ‘Ubayd Allah b, Farqad the mawli of al-Mahdi
related to me: He said: Once a wind blew in the time of al-Mahdi, so he
went into a room enclosed in another room, smeared his cheeks with dirt,
then said: O Allahl all this creation is free from this sin except me; if [ am

the one of all your creation from whom satisfaction is sought for it, here I

338. Ms. Zayd.
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am before you. O Allahl do not make the people of other religions rejoice

at my misfortune. He continued to do this until the wind subsided.

Among them was:

(4) ABUTAHIR AHMAD B. AL-HASAN B. AHMAD AL-
BAQILLANI

He wrote to me giving me his jjdizah. He was a reliable [trans mitter]
who knew what he transmitted on the authority of his shavkhs Abu ‘Ali b,
Shadhan, Ab0O ‘Abd Allah al-Mahamili, AbU al-Qasim b. Bishran and
others. | heard Sa‘'d Allah b. ‘Ali b. Ayyub al-Bazzaz at Baghdad say: AbU
Tahir al-Baqillani died in Rabi' al-Akhir in the year 489 and he was born
in the vear 416.

I I[first] wrote on the authority of his brother Abu Ghalib
Muhammad b. al-Hasan when [ entered Baghdad in the year 493,/ and a
great deal after that. After writing, | received a large amount by samai’
under him, either from my own reading or from that of Abu Nasr al-
Mu'taman b. Ahmad b. al-Saji al-Hafiz and others.

I informed al-lmam AbuU Bakr Muhammad b. Abi al- Muzaffar al-
Sam'ani on his authority, when the latter came to Baghdad on his way to
the haji, and other seekers of hadith who came there; and I ask Allah the
Exalted to help me in getting the reward. He was a prolific transmitter and
his jspad is like [of the same number of links as] the jsnad of his brother

and his shavkhs Ibn Shadhan, Ibn Bishran and others.

Among them was:

(5) AL-SHAYKH ABU AL-HASAN AHMAD B. ‘ABD AL-
QADIR B. MUHAMMAD B. YUSUF

His family came from Isbahan but he was born in Baghdad. One of

7/b
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the most distinguished, reliable, trustworthy and credible shavkhs, who
was from the ruling family and was a man of the most precious spirit. He
travelled to Cairo and Qayrawan in;Africa; and wrote down [a.b.a_dnh.] on
the authority of the shavkhs of the two climes, and also the shaykhs of
Diyar Bakr and Makkah.

Among the shavkhs of Baghdad were Abu ‘Ali b. Shadhan, Abu 'Amr
b. Dust and Makki b. ‘Ali al-Hariri and others. Among the shavkhs of Cairo
were Abu al-Hasan ‘Ali b. Munir b. al-Khallal and his companions. Among
the shavkhs of Makkah were Abu Dharr al-Harawi and Abu Nasr al-Sijzi
and others.

He had jjazah from AbU al-Hasan al-Hammami al-Muqri’. He had a
grand house and his family was blessed. The most distinguished of them
was 'Abd al-Khaliq, whom [ entrusted with my books when my father
arrived and I made excuses to him [perhaps for not accompanying him on
the ha_u_] but he said: This is my last hajj; [eventually] a group of the
leaders of Isbahan complied with his request, so he performed the n_a_u_ in
the year 497.

Abu al-Hasan Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Qadir b. Muhammad b. Yasuf al-
Isbahani wrote to me from Baghdad: Abu Talib Makki b. ‘Ali b. ‘Abd al-
Razzaq al-Hariri informed us: AbU Sulayman Muhammad b. al-Husayn b.
‘Ali al-Harrani informed us: Muhammad b. ‘Abd b. ‘Amir related to us:
Ibrahim b. al-Ash’ath related to us: He said: [ heard Ibn ‘Uyaynah say: A
learned man is like a lamp lit on a path; whoever passes it, lights [his own

lamp] at it, derives light from it, and blesses it.

Among them was:

(6) ABU AL-HASAN ‘ALI B. AL-HUSAYN B. ‘ALiB.
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AYYUB/ AL-BAZZAZ AL-MAWSILI

He was reliable in transmission. He transmitted on the authority of
Ibn Shadhan and people of his tabagah in Baghdad, and [bn Himmasah
al-Rawi on the authority of Hamzah al-Kindni, in one majlis. He saw him
in Cairo. I read under my father, in the year 497 in Baghdad, some of the
traditions transmitted on his authority at this majlis, which I excerpted in
his fawd'id. al-Imam AbU Bakr Muhammad b. Abi al-Muzaffar al-Sam'ani
al-Marwazi and other scholars of hadith heard these fawd'id being read
under him al Makkah in the same year. And again, when [ entered Egypt

in the vear 511, I heard this majlis being read completely under Abu

Sadigq al-Madini and AbU ‘Abd Allah al-Razi at Cairo as well and at

Alexandria under [bn Himmasah.

Among the traditions transmitted at it are those that AbiU Sadigq
Murshid b, Yahya b. al-Qasim al-Madini told us in Cairo and AbU ‘Abd
Allah Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Ibrahim al-Razi told us in Cairo as well,
and in Alexandria; both of them said: AbU al-Hasan 'Ali b. 'Umar b.
Muhammad al-Sawwaf al-Harrani informed us: AbU al-Qasim Hamzah b.
Muhammad b. 'Ali al-Kinani al-Hafiz related to us by dictation: 'Imran b.
Musa b. Hamid al-Tabib informed us: Yahya b. ‘Abd Allah b. Bukayr
related to us: al-Layth b. Sa'd related to me on the authority of ‘Amir b.
Yahya al-Ma'afiri on the authority of Abu 'A.bd al-Rahman al-Hubli; he
said [ heard ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Amr say: The Apostle of Alldih (may the peace
and the blessings of Allah be upon him) said: A man of my ummah will be
called in the presence of all mankind on the day of judgement; then 99
scrolls [of his deeds] will be spread out in front of him; each scroll will
stretch out as far as the eye can see. Then Allah the Great and Glorious
will say: Do you deny any of this? The man will reply: No, O Lord!; then the

Great and Glorious will say: do you have any excuse or any good deed?

g/a
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Then the man will be afraid and say: No, O Lordl. Then Allah the Great and
Glorious will say: Surely We have some good deeds recorded in your
favour and you shall not suffer injustice. Then a paper will be brought
out for him, in which is: I bear witness that there is no God but Allah and
that Muhammad is His servant and His messenger. Then he will say: O
Lordl what is this paper in comparison with these scrolls. Allah the Great
and Glorious will say you shall not suffer injustice today; he said: then the
scrolls will be put in one scale and the paper will be in the other scale;/
the one with the scrolls will be lighter and the one with the paper will be
heavier.

Hamzah said: We do not know any transmitter of this nﬁ_d_ilh except
al-Layth b. Sa'd, although it is one of the excellent ahddith; Allah bestows
good fortune. Our shavkh AbU al-Hasan al-Harrani said to us: When
Hamzah dictated to us this hadith, a stranger who was sitting in the hadith
circle gave such a violent cry that his soul left him with it. | was among
those people who were present at his funeral and prayed for him.

AbU '‘Abd Allah al-Razi said: We heard him say: I was born in the
vear 343. This is the last story which AbU $idigq and AbU 'Abd Allah
narrated to us on the authority of al-Harrani. He was the last one in the
world, East or West, o transmit on the authority of Hamzah, in one majlis,
which is known as the majlis of the scrolls (majlis al-sijillat) and also as
the majlis of the paper [m_ajils_al;hj;ﬁg_ah}. He had nothing either on his
authority or on that of anyone else except it (i.e. this majlis}).

ADbU al-Raja’ al-Shirazi and AbU al-Najib al-Urmawi and other huffaz
who came to Cairo wrote it on his authority and Abl 'Abd Allah heard it
under him, read by his father in al-Muharram in the year 441, the same
year in which he died in the month of al-Rajab. He received it by sama’

from Hamzah in the vear 357 and Hamzah died in the same year.

g/b
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He was an authority in padith and the knowledge of its rijal and
ruwit. Among those who transmit on his authority are Abu al-Hasan al-
Daraqutni al-Baghdadi, Abli ‘Abd Allah b. Mandah al-Isbahani and other
huffaz of the East and the West. al-Hikim AbU ‘Abd Allah b. al-Bayyi' al-
Hafiz at Naysabir makes mention of him in his book Ma'rifat 'Ulim al-
Hg_gmh that he was one of those four persons who were famous for their
remarkable memory.

This hadith is transmitted by a group of the huffaz of ng_cmn among
whom the faqihs' are great in number, on the authority of Hamzah. Abu
‘Imran al-Fasi dictated it at Qayrawan on the authority of AbU al-Hasan b.
al-Qabisi, and Abl Zayd 'Abd al-Rahman b. Yahya al-'Attar al-Qurtubi on
the authority of Hamzah.

AbT Ja'far al-Jarddi told us: AbU al-Fath al-Shashi informed us:
Muhammad b. Mu'adh al-Tamimi informed us: AbG 'Imran related to us:
and AbU al-Fadl Muhammad b. ‘Umar b. 'Abd al-'Aziz al-Bukhari wrote to
me from Makkah; he said/I heard Abl Muhammad al-Hasan b. Ahmad b.
al-Qasim al-Samarqandi al-Hafiz at NaysabUr say: I heard AbU al-'Abbas
Ja'far b, Muhammad b, al-Mustaghfir al-Nasafi al-Hafiz say: | heard AbD
‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Ishig b. Muhammad b. Yahya b. Mandah al-
Isbahani al-Hafiz say: [ heard AbU al-Qasim Hamzah b. Muhammad b. ‘Ali
al-Kinani al-Hafiz at Cairo say: | used to write hadith using only the salat
formula without the salim after mention of the Prophet (may the peace
and the blessings of Alldh be upon him). [ had a dream in which [ saw
the Prophet of Allah (may the peace and the blessings of Allah be upon
him) who said to me: Will you not complete the §alat formula when you
write?. So, thereafter, | never wrote his name without the complete Sﬂlﬁl

and salam; (may the peace and the blessings of Allah be upon him, on his

9/a
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family, and his Companions),

One of the things that indicates the authenticity of this dream is
what AbU Bakr Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Badran al-Hulwani told us at Baghdad:
AbU al-Muzaffar Hanad b. Ibrahim b. Muhammad al-Nasafi told us: Abu
al-Qasim ‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Makhlad informed us at
al-Basrah: ‘Abd al-Qahir b. Ahmad b, ‘Umar al-Zibaqi related to us: Ishiaq b.
Wahb al-'Allaf related to us: Bishr b, '‘Ubayd Allah related to us: Khazim b.
Bakr related to us on the authority of Yazid b. ‘lyad, on the authority of
‘Abd al-Rahman al-A'raj, on the authority of Abu Hurayrah; he said: the
Apostle of Allah (may the peace and the blessings of Allah be upon him)
said: Whoever writes the galal for me will not cease to be given the salat
of the angels as long as my name remains in that piece of writing.

Ibn Ayylb had a great number of shavkhs. One of the works that he
alone transmitted is Kitab Ma'dni al-Qur'an by AbU Ishaq al-Zajjaj which
he alone transmitted on the authority of AbU al-‘Ala’ al-Wasi{i, on the
authority of Abu 'Ali al-Farisi al-Nahwi

We wrote on the authority of his son Abt Muhammad Sa'd Allah b.
'Ali, on the authority of AbQ Ja'far b. Maslamah al-Mu'addil and others. He
was a pious, reliable man [ heard AbU Muhammad Sa‘'d Allah b. 'Ali b.
Ayyub at Baghdad say: My father died in the month of Dhu al-Hijjah in

the vear 492, and he was born in 410,

Among them was:

(7) MUHAMMAD B. MUHAMMAD B. ‘UBAYD ALLAH B.
AHMAD B. ABI AL-RA‘D AL-‘UKBARI
He died in Baghdad/ while I was there in Safar in the year 94. [ did
not have the opportunity to receive anything by sami from him, even

though, on more than one occasion, | intended to wvisit him; [ never
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succeeded in this because of the crisis of an illness that afflicted him,
which ended his life. I attended his funeral.

He used to transmit on the authority of Ibn Shihab al-‘Ukbari who
transmitted on the authority of Abu Bakr b. Khallad al-Nasibi, and on the
authority of others than Ibn Shihab as well. AbU Nasr al-YuUnarti (may
Allah's mercy be upon him) obtained his jjazah for me before I entered
Baghdad. There were also other shavkhs, whose names [ have forgotten,
whose jjazah Hamzah al-Tabari obtained for me and for other students of
hadith through the good offices of al-Shaykh Abu Bakr b. al-Khadibah
al-Hafiz. I recorded their names on a piece of paper, which I have not
been able to find among my books which were brought to me from

Isbahan.

Among those on whose authority I transmit by means of jjazah, is:

(8) ABU AL-FADL AHMAD B. AL-HASAN B. KHAYRUN
AL-BAGHDADI AL-MU‘ADDIL

[ have seen his handwriting in a volume, in which he details the
masmu'at that he still possessed, having survived accident and fire. The
[book] was read under him by al-Qadi AbU 'Ali al-Saraqusti known as Ibn
Sukkarah, and it is in the handwriting of one of the Banl HUd -- the
Amirs in al Andalus, what he wrote is what I shall hereafter mention. It is
now in my possession.

He was a reliable scholar of hadith, and one who was expert in the
rules of transmission. He had received much by means of sami' and he
had many shaykhs. He was unique among his fellows for his knowledge
and large number of masmu‘at and as an authority in al-jarh wa al-ta'dil.
AbU Bakr al-Khatib al-Hafiz regarded him as reliable and considered his

judgements authoritative; he transmitted on his authority, in his history
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[of Baghdad] concerning ia'dil wa lajrih.

The text of what he wrote is: al-Shaykh AbT ‘Isa Lubb b. Hid b. Lubb
al-Judhami and AbU al-'Abbas Ahmad b. 'Abd Allah al-Ansari received
from me by sami’' all this book, which is in four parts, as read by al-
shavkh AbU ‘Ali al-Husayn b. Muhammad al-Sadafi -- all of them were
from al-Andalus -- and [ gave them jjazah for all of that book along with
all the other traditions which I had received by sami' from all my
shavkhs and the various branches of knowledge which [ had received by
ijazah. 1 also gave jjazah to all of the Banu Hud, and all other Sunni
muslims who were present this year who wished to transmit on my
authority. And my jjazah is also for the Mugqri' Abl Ja'far 'Abd al-Wahhab
b. Muhammad al-Ansgari/ They may use whichever they prefer of the
expressions: Akhbarand jjazatan or ajaza land for transmission; written
by Ahmad b. al-Husayn b. KhayrlGn b. Ibrahim in Ramadin of the year
486. And all praise is for Allah alone, and may the peace and the blessings
of Allah be upon our master Muhammad the Prophet, and on his family;
Allah suffices us and is the best support.

I heard AbG Muhammad b. al-Sarrdj al-Lughawi say in Baghdad: We
rarely asked al-Shaykh Abu al-Hasan b. al-Qazwini for ijazah but that he
said: [ give you jjazah and all the muslims. [ also heard Abu Muhammad
Sa'd Allah b. 'Ali b. Ayylb al-Bazzaz say in Baghdad: AbU al-Fadl b.

Khayrun died in Rajab 488, he was born in 406.

Among them was:

(9) ABG AL-FADL MUHAMMAD B. AHMAD B. TAWQ

He died in Safar of the year 494 (may the mercy of Allah the Exalted

be upon him). His funeral prayer was read at al-Madrasah al-Nizimiyvah.
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[ also prayed for him along with the other people and attended his
funeral. [ did not receive anything from him by sama but | have ijazah
from him. He belonged to the Shafi'i madhhab. He transmitted on the
authority of Abu Talib b. Ghaylan and other shaykhs; and Abu Talib is
his a‘la shaykh [on whose authority he transmitted with isnad ‘ali]. He
was a man of virtue and piety as I have been told by the people of
Baghdad. The person who took it upon himself to obtain his jjazah for me
was al-shavkh AbU al-Nasr b. al-Yonarti (may Alldh be good to him). He
also obtained jjazah from others, from whom I have not had any single

Among them were:

(10) ABU BAKR AHMAD B. AL-HUSAYN B. KAYLAN

(11) KAMIL B. BARUKH B. KHUTLUKH AL-SHIHABI AL-TURKI

(12) ABU GHALIB BARAKAH B. AHMAD B. 'ABD ALLAH AL-WASITI

(13) ABU AL-FATH 'ABD AL-WAHID B. 'ULWAN B. 'AQIL AL-SHAYBANI

(14) FULAN B. HIBAT ALLAH B. MUHAMMAD B. AHMAD B. ABI MUSA

AL-HASHIMI

(15) AHMAD B. AL-HASAN B. AL-HUSAYN B. ABI QALADH AL-HARIMI

(16) ABU AL-HASAN ‘ALIB. ABI AL-QASIM AL-DINAW ARI AL-ZAHID

(17) MUHAMMAD B. AL-HUSAYN B. 'ABD ALLAH B. AL-HARISAH AL-

BAZZAR
(18) AL-HUSAYN B. AHMAD B. AYYUB AL-'UKBARI

(19) HIBAT ALLAH B. ‘ABD AL-RAZZAQ AL-ANSARL
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As far as the SHAYKHS OF AL-BASRAH are concerned, our
fellow AbU Nasr al-YOnarti/ (may the mercy of Allah the Exalted be upon
him) took it upon himself to obtain their ijazah for me in the year 91. He
was a hafiz and one of those who travelled to ‘Irag and Khurasan to
obtain hadith. He preferred travelling to remaining at home, and thus
obtained that which his fellows could not obtain, because they remained

in Isbahan, and he travelled extensively.

The oldest of them and the one with the most isnadg was:
(20) AL-SHARIF ABU TAHIR AL-‘ABBADANI

The transmitter of Kitab al-Sunan by AbQ Dawiud and other books,

on the authority of AbU 'Umar al-Hashimi and on the authority of Abi al-
Hasan al-Najjad. He was the last one in the world to transmit on their
authority.

Abl Nasr told me that he believed that he was born in the year 404.
Abl Zakariyya Yahya b. Muhammad b. 'Ali b. Qays al-Najrani, -- who
lived in al-Basrah, having come (O US in Isbahan -- told me that AbU
Tahir Ja'far b. Abi Bakr al-'‘Abbadani al-Basri died in Jumada al-Ula in
the year 93. It was announced in the town that whoever wished to pray
for [bn al-"Abbadani al-Zahid might come, sO the people of al-Basrah
flocked to his funeral. Probably the only people who did not come were
those few who had the excuse of illness or some other mishap.

Abl Tahir Ja'far b. Muhammad b. al-Fadl b. al-"Abbadani al-Qurashi
wrote 1o me from al-Basrah: AbU ‘Umar al-Qasim b. Ja'far b. ‘Abd al-Wahid
al-Hashimi related to us by dictation in the year 413: .f\bﬁ ‘Ali Muhammad
b. Ahmad b. 'Amr al-Lu'lui related to us: AbU Dawud Sulayman b. al-
Asha'th al-Sijistani related to us: Hisham b. ‘Ammar related to us: al-Walid

b. Muslim related to us: al-Hakam b. Mus'ab related to us: Muhammad b. ‘Ali

Io/b



107

b. ‘Abd Allah b. 'Abbas related to us on the authority of his father that he
related to him on the authority of Ibn 'Abbas; he said: The Apostle of
Allah (may the peace and the blessings of Allah be upon him) said:
Whoever prays incessantly for forgiveness, Allah will make for him a
way out of every difficulty and an escape from every care and will
provide him wiih livelihood from a source which he has not taken into
account.

AbU Tahir al-‘Abbadani wrote to me from al-Basrah: AbO ‘Umar al-
Qasim b. Ja'far al-Hashimi related to us: AbT Bishr 'Isa b. [brahim al-
Saydalani related to us: AbT Yusuf al-Qalbsi related to us: 'Abd Allah b.
Raja’ related to us: Harb b. Shaddad related to us on the authority of
Yahya b. Abi Kathir; [he said:] AbU Salamah related to us/ that Abi
Hurayrah related to them that the Apostle of Allah (may the peace and
the blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Indeed Allah, the Blessed, the
Exalted is selfrespecting, and a believer is [alsol selfrespecting, and
Allah's selfrespect demands that he [the believer] should not do what is
prohibited to him.

AbU Tahir al-‘Abbadani wrote to me from al-Basrah -- and Abu
Shuja’ al-Kattani al-Basri also informed us on his authority at Nahr al-
Dayr --: Ab@ 'Umar al-Qasim b. Ja'far b. 'Abd al-Wahid al-Hashimi
informed us: Abu al-Hasan 'Ali b. Ishaq b. al-Bakhtari al-Madara'i related
to us: ‘Ali b. Harb al-Tai related to us: 'Abd Allah b. Idris related to us on
the authority of al-A'mash, on the authority of Shaqiq; he said: ‘Abd Allah
used to say: | am the one most aware of your position; nothing prevents
me coming out 1o you [every day] except a reluctance to bore you for the
Apostle of Allah used not to preach to us every day because he did not

want to bore us.

1 /a ;
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Al-Madarai said: -- and Ahmad b. 'Abd al-Jabbar al-'Utaridi related it
to us --: AbU Mu'awiyah related to us: al-A'mash related to us on the
authority of Shaqiq, on the authority of ‘Abd Allah; he said: The Apostle of
Allah (may the peace and the blessings of Allah be upon him) said: When
you are three, two of you should not whisper together leaving your fellow
alone, because this will grieve him.

He said: Ahmad b. Hazim b. Abi Gharzah al-Ghifari related to us: al-
A'mash informed us on the authority of Shaqiq, on the authority of ‘Abd
Allah; he said: The Apostle of Allah (may the peace and the blessings of
Allah be upon him) said: The first matter [on the day of judgement]
which will be decided among mankind is blood.

He said: ‘Abbas b. Muhammad al-Duri related to us: ‘Ubayd Allah b.
Musa related to us: Sufyan informed us on the authority of Shaqiq, on the
authority of ‘Abd Allah; he said: The Apostle of Allah (may the peace a:nd
the blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Indeed paradise is nearer to
anyone of you than the lace of his shoe and so is the fire.

This AbU Tahir wrote to me from al-Basrah: Abu al-Hasan 'Ali b, al-
Qasim al-Najjad informed us: AbU al-Hasan ‘Ali b. Ishag b. Muhammad al-
Madara'i related to us: Abu Qilabah related to us: ‘Ali b. al-Ju'd related to
me: Abu Ya'la -- the brother of Yazid b. Hartn -- related to us on the
authority Abu Hanifah; he said: al-Sha'bi was relating something when a
man behind him began to say unpleasant things to him, so he turned
round and said: Long life, and no noxious disease to ‘Azzah who has not

treated our honours as lawful prey./

Among them was:

(21) AL-QADI ABU ‘UMAR MUHAMMAD B. AHMAD B.
‘UMAR AL-NUHAW ANDI

If/b
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He wrote to me what he transmitted. He was ‘ali al-isn3d, and he was
greatly respected by the people of that town [al-Basrah]. He transmitted
on the authority of his grandfather -- on his mother's side -- AbG Bakr
al-Babasiri and AbG [Mubammad] Talhah al-Mawaqiti, both of whom
transmit on the authority of AbU Ishaq al-Hujaymi

[ also wrote on the authority of his son al-Qadi AbU Tahir when I
visited al-Basrah in the Year 500; and dictated on the authority of his
shavkhs in its Jami‘ [central Mosque] on Friday after the prayer, a majlis
which I had selected for him. He was a reliable and trustworthy
transmitter and so was his father al-Qadi AbG ‘Umar who was long-lived
(may the mercy of Allah the Exalted be upon both of them).

al-Qadi AbuU 'Umar al-Nuhawandi wrote to me from al-Basrah: My
grandfather AbiU Bakr Muhammad b. al-Fadl b. al-‘Abbas al-Babasiri
informed us: Abl Ishaq Ibrahim b. ‘Ali b, 'Abd Allah al-Hujaymi related to
us: Abu Bakr 'Abd Allah b. Mahran al-Nahwi related to us: 'Affan b.
Muslim related to us: Shu'bah related to us: Abl Ishaq informed us on the
authority of Harithah b. Wahb al-Khuza'ii he said: The Apostle of Allah
led us in two rak'ahs of prayer [at Mina] as our greatest assembly in the
state of peace.

al-Qadi AbuU 'Umar al-Nuhawandi wrote to me from al-Basrah: My
grandfather AbuU Bakr al-Babasiri informed us: AbU Ishaq al-Hujaymi
related to us: Abl Qilabah related to us: AbU 'Asim related to us: Sufyan al-
Thawri related to us; he said: [ was told on the authority of al-Hasan that
he remarked about the person who commits a sin and then repents, then
again commits a sin and again repents -- three times -- that that is t_he
characteristic of a believer.

al-Qadi AbuU 'Umar al-Nuhawandi wrote to me from al-Basrah: AbU

Muhammad Talhah b. Yusuf b. Ahmad b. Ramadan al-Mawagqiti informed
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us: Ibrahim b. 'Ali b. 'Abd al-A'la al-Hujaymi related to us: Ja'far b.
Muhammad b. Shakir al-§a'igh related to us: ‘Affan related to us: Hammad
p. Zayd related to us: Ayyub related to us on the authority of Abu Khalil
al-Duba'i, on the authority of 'Abd Allah b. al-Harith, on the authority of
Umm al-Fadl that a man said;: O Apostle of Allahl I have married a woman
when I have already one; the first one claims that she has breast-fed _the
new one -- Ayyub says: either once or twice -- the Apostle of Allah (may
the peace and the blessings of Allah be upon him) said: One suck or two
do not make this marriage unlawful.

And among them was:

(22) QADI AL-BALAD ABU AL-FARA]

He was a prominent gas;u [judge] and a reliable transmitter. He was
appointed gadi al-gudat in al-Basrah and its environs. He transmitted on
the authority of the two gidis AbD al-Tayyib al-Tabari and Abil al-Hasan
al-Mawardi -- he met both of them in Baghdad -- and on the authority of
AbU Tahir b. Bishr al-Basri and Abu al-Ghan2'im b. Hammad/ al-Ahwazl
and others.

AblU Muhammad b. al-Samargandi al-Hafiz told me at Baghdad that he
had received a letter from al-Basrah with the news of the death of al-Qaci
AbU al-Faraj in Muharram 499.

AbU al-Faraj Muhammad b. 'Ubayd Allah b. al-Husayn, gadi of al-
Basrah wrote to me: Abié Tahir Muhammad b. 'Ali b. Bishr al-Basri
informed us: Tahir b. "Abd Allah b. Mahmiud informed us: AbT Khalifah
informed us: Musaddad b. Musarhad related to us on the authority of ‘[s3,
ie. Ibn Yunas: he said: Mu'awiyah b. Yahya al-Sadafi related to us on the

authority of al-Qasim, on the authority of AbU Umamah that the Apostle

of Allah (may the peace and the blessings of Allah be upon him) said: .
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Anyone who accepts Islam at the hand of somebody is under his
guardianship.

al-Qacli AbU al-Faraj wrote to me again from al-Basrah: Abu al-Hasan
'Ali_b. Muhammad b. Habib al-Mawardi al-Basri informed us at Baghdad:
Muhammad b. al- Mu'alla al-Azdi related to us: Muhammad b. Yahya al-
Soli told us: Tha'lab informed us on the authority of [bn al-A'rabi, on the
authority of al-Mufaddal al-Dabbi; he said: al-Hajjaj b. Yusuf ordered a
man to be brought from prison. When he was brought out to him he
ordered his head to be cut off. The man said: O Amirl please postpone it
until tomorrow, may Allah postpone the hour of your death and make you
achieve your desires. So he said: postpone it. Then the man was taken
back to prison, and he was heard to say:

Perhaps a freedom that Allah brings is that He gives orders to His
creation everyday.

al-Hajjaj said: We think he has taken this idea from the Qur'an:

Every day in [new] splendour does He [shinel.

Among them was:

(23) ABU TAHIR AL-DABBAS

He was numbered among the ascetics; and followed the MAaliKi
madhhab and belief. He 1ransmit_ted on the authority of AblU ‘Abd Allah b.
Dassah and others.

AbU Tahir al-Mazini al-Hafiz told me at al-Basrah that this AbU
Tahir was known as Ibn Dubuqqgah; and he praised him. Our fellow, Abu
Nasr al-Yunarti al-Hafiz told me that when he asked him < he said that >he
- was born in the year 417 , and he related to him at al-Basrah.

AbU Tahir Ahmad b. Muhammad b. al-Qasim al-Dabbas al-Maliki

wrote to me from al-Basrah: Abl 'Abd Allah Muhammad b. Ahmad b. "Abd
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Allah b. Dassah al-Basri related to us by dictation: Abl Ya'qib YUsuf b.
Ya'qub al-Najirami related to us: Zakariyya b. Yahya al-Saji related to us:
Hudbah related to us: Hammad b. Salamah related to us on the authority of
Habib, on the authority of al-Hasan and Hamid, on the authority of
Mu'arriq al-'Ijli that Salman al-Farisi wept when his death was at hand.
He was asked the reason for this weeping. He said: It was something that
the Apostle of Allah (may the peace and the blessings of Allah be upon
him) enjoined upon us. He said: Let the property of any one of you be
only like the travelling provisions of a rider. V

They said: When he died they inspected his house, and found in it a
loaf of bread and something to eat with it, and some other goods that were

worth only 20 dirhams.

Among them was:
(24) ABU TAHIR B./ MAHMUYAH AL-'ABDI
Abl Nasr b. al-YUnarti al-Hafiz told me that this Abd Tahir was
Muhammad b. Muhammad b. [brahim b. ‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad b, ‘Ali b.
Mu'adh b. Khabbab al-‘Abdi al-Zahid b. al-Zahid and was known as Ibn
Mahmuyah. He was a reliable shaykh. [ asked him about his date of birth,
and he said: in the month of Rabi' al-Awwal 429.

When [ visited al-Basrah in Jumada al-Ula 500, I asked Abil
Muhammad Jabir b. Muhammad b. _]abir-”39 al-Tamimi al-Hafiz about him.
He told me that he had died a month ago before my arrival, He was a
reliable shavkh of sound principles. He transmitted on the authority of
Ibn Ghassan about one hundred juz, a similar number on the authority
of al-Bazkulli, and many on the authcrity of others like them among the

shaykhs of al-Basrah.

339. Ms. Jad.
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Abl Tahir Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Ibrahim b. Mahmiyah al-
‘Abdi wrote to me from al-Basrah: Abi al-Husayn Muhammad b.
Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Bazkulli related to us: Abl al-Tayyib ‘Abd al-
Rahman b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-'Attar al-Mugri related to us: Abu
Khalifah related to us: Abu al-Walid related to us: ‘Abd al-Hamid related to
us: Shahr b. Hawshab related to us on the authorilty of ‘Abd al-Rahman
that Ab0 Dharr related to him that the Apostle of Allah (may the peace
and the blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Indeed Allah the Exalted
says: 0 My servantl as long as you worship Me and ask things of ™Me [ will
be forgiving to you for what you do. O My servantl If you bring Me sins
amounting to the whole capacity of the earth, but have not committed
shirk, I will bring you the same amount of forgiveness.

This 'Abd al-Rahman on whose authority Shahr 1ran:‘;mitted was lbn
Ghanam from Damascus who belonged to the Ash'arimadhbab. He
transmitted on the authority of ‘Umar b. al-Khattab and Mu'adh b. Jabal
and other Companions as well. Sawwar b. Shabib, Isma'il b. Abi al-
Muhajir and others transmitted on his authority.

This 'Abd al-Hamid who transmitted on the authority of Shahr was
Ibn Bahram al-Fazari al-Mada'ini. 'Abd Allah b. al-Mubarak, Waki' b. al-
Jarrah, Hashim b. al-Qasim, Muhammad b. YUsuf al-Firyabi and others
transmitted on his authority. Yahya b. Sa'id al-Qattdan, Ahmad b. Hanbal,

Yahya b. Ma'in and others regarded him as reliable.
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SHAYKHS OF AL-HARAM

Among those who wrotle to me from the Holy Haram of Makkah was:
(25) ABU MAKTUM ‘ISA B. ABI DHARR AL-HARAWI
AbU Nasr Mahmid b. al-Fadl al-Isbahdni took it upon himself to
obtain his jjdzah for me in 493./ He used to transmit on the authority of
his father. He said: My father died in 436 and [ was born in 415.

[ learnt that he had received by sami’' on the authority of AbU 'Abd
Allah al-San‘dni, who transmitted on the authority of Abl 'Abd Allah al-
Naqwi, on the authority of Ishdq al-Dabari on the authority of 'Abd al-
Razzaq; he received this from him at Makkah. al-San'ani had more
iasnads [kana aspad] than his father AbG Dharr.

Among those [books] which I possess now, of those which he had
read under his father, are the Kitdb al-Asmi3 wa al-Kupi by Muslim, two
parts [juz']l of the Amali by Ibn al-Anbari and the prayers that he had
collected, which he called Kitab al-Da‘'wit. The juz’' in which was what he
had received by samid on the authority al-3an‘ani is also in my
possession.

When 1 perform‘ed the hajj along with my father the gshavkh (may
the mercy of Allah be upon him) in 97, we came together in 'Arafat. al-
Imam AbU Bakr Muhammad b. Abi al-Muzaffar al-Sam'ani al-Marwazi said
Lo me: Let us go to him to read something under him. [ said to him: This is
the place for worship and when we return to Makkah we shall receive
[some traditions] by sami’ from him and shall make him one of the
shaykhs of the Holy Haram; so he agreed to that (may the mercy of Allah
the Exalted be upon him).

Maymun b. Yasin al-$anhiji -- one of the Amirs of the Murabituin --
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was anxious to receive something by sama‘ from him at Makkah and he
asked him to come from Surat Bani Shababah where he used to live as his
father, AbG Dharr, had before him. He bought from him the Sahih of al-
Bukhari, the original copy of his father, in which he had what he had
received by samia' from AbuU I[shaq al-Mustamli, Abt Muhammad al-
Hamawi and AbU al-Haytham al-Kushmihani, on the authority of al-
Farabri, on the authority of al-Bukhiri, along with many other things. He
received it by sami’' from him over a number of months, before the
arrival of the pilgrims. When he performed the n_au and came back to
Makkah from ‘Arafat, he departed for Surat with the first departing
group of the people of al-Yaman. When Ibn al-Sam'ani heard about his
departure, he blamed me for my action, so I comforted him and said to
him: Do not be upset; he had nothing with him to transmit but the book of
al-Bukhari, in which you and he are on the same level. One of the
shavkhs of his father, Abu Dharr, for this book was AbuU al-Haytham, and
you have received it by sami’ from AbuU al-Khayr b. Abi ‘Imran at Marw,
on the authority of Abu al-Haytham. He brightened up at this.

AblG Maktim 'Isa b. Abi Dharr al-Harawi wrote to me from Makkah:
Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. al-Husayn b. Yusuf al-$an'ani informed us:
Abl ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Ahmad b. 'Abd Allah al-Naqwi informed us:
Ishag b. [brahim b. 'Imad al-Dabari/ related to us: ‘Abd al-Razzaq b.
Humam informed us on the authority of Ma'mar, on the authority of al-
Zuhri, he said: Anas b. Malik told me that fifty prayers were made
obligatory on the Apostle of Allah (may the peace and the blessings -of
Allah be upon him) on that night when he was taken to the heavens.
Then these were reduced to five, and then a voice called to him O
Muhammadl My words do not change; indeed you will get [the reward of ]

fifty for five.
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Abu Maklum wrote to me from Makkah: My father AbU Dharr al-
Harawi informed us: AbU al-Fadl Muhammad b. 'Abd Allah b. KhamirUyah
informed us at Harat: Ahmad b. Najdah related to us: Sa'id b. Mansur
related to us: AbuU al-Ahwas related to us, on the authority of Abu Ishagq,
on the authority of al-Harith, on the authority of 'Ali; he said: Whenever
the Apostle of Allah (may the peace and the blessings of Allah be upon
him) visited a sick person, he said: O Lord of the mankind! take away this
adversity; cure this disease, for You are the Curer. There is no Curer but
You.

Abl Maktum told us: My father informed us: AbUG Bakr Hilal b.
Muhammad al-Fagih informed us at al-Basrah when I read under him:
Muhammad b. Hayyan al-Mazini related to us ‘Amr i.e Ibn Marzug related
to us: Shu‘bah informed us, on the authority of Abu Ishag, on the
authorily of AbU al-Ahwas, on the authority of 'Abd Allah, on the
authority of the Prophet (may the peace and the bléssings of Allah be
upon him) that he used to pray: O Allahl I ask You to give me awe of You,

guidance, chastily and freedom from want.

Among them was:

(26) ABU AL-FADL MUHAMMAD B. 'UMAR B. 'ABD AL-
‘AZIZ B. TAHIR AL-BUKHARI

the mujawir [who lived near the Ka'bah] at Makkah, the one who led
the Hanafis in prayer at Bab al-Nadwah. He was given the appellation of
Kak. He wrote on the authority of the shaykhs of Bukhira, Samarqand
and other towns of Transoxiana and Khurasan. He excerpted fawid'id for
himself and collected the musalsalat which he came across; and [ found
unfamiliar [traditions] among those which he transmitted.

Ibrahim b. al-Mutqin al-Sabti (may the mercy of Allah be upon him)
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wrote Iha_dltn} on his authority, as did others of the people of the Maghrib
-- of al-Andalus and al-'Udwah -- who used to come to me and read under
me, may Allah benefit all by their knowledge and the understanding
with which they have been provided. He gave me jjazah and wrote to me
in his own handwriting in Mubarram 524.

AbU al-Fadl Muhammad b. ‘Umar b. ‘Abd al-'Aziz al-Hanafi al-Bukhari
wrote to me from Makkah: AbU al-Hasan ‘Ali b, Muhammad b. Khidham al-
Faqgih informed wus at Bukhara: Mansir b, Nasr al-Kiaghadhi al-
Samarqandi informed us: al-Haytham b. Kulayb al-Shashi informed us:
Abu Bakr al-Husayn b. Muhammad b. Abi Ma'shar al-Madani al-Baghdadi
relaled to us: Waki' b. al-Jarrah b. Malih related to us, on the authority of
Musa b. ‘Ubaydah, on the authortiy of Hammad b. Salamah, on the
authority of Abu al-Tayyah, on the authority of Anas b. Malik; he said:
The place of the Mosque of the Prophet (may the peace and the blessings
of Allah be upon him) was the property of the Bani al-Najjar. There
were some date palms and graves./ The Prophet (may the peace and the
blessings of Allah be upon him) said to them: Discuss a price for it with
me. They said: We shall never take money for it. As the Prophet (may t-he
peace and the bléssings of Allah be upon him) was building it he would
say: There is no life but the next life; (O Allahl) forgive the ansir and the
muhbdjiron. He said: The Prophet (may the peace and the blessings of
Allah be upon him) used to pray there at prayer times before it was
completed.

Abl al-Fadl wrote to me from Makkah; he said: 1 heard Abu
Muhammad al-Hasan b. al-Qasim al-Samarqandi al-Hafiz say: [ heard Abu
al-‘Abbas Ja'far b. Muhammad b. al-Mustaghfir al-Nasafi al-Hafiz say: I

heard AbT ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Ishagq b. Yahya b. Mandah al-
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Isbahani al-Hafiz say: I heard Abu al-Qasim Hamzah b. Muhammad b. ‘Ali
al-Kinani al-Hafiz at Cairo say: [ used to write hadith using only the salat
formula without the salam after mention of the Prophet (may the peace
and the blessings of Allah be upon him). [ had a dream in which Ifsaw
the Prophet (may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), v.fho
said to me: Will you not complete the saldt for me when you write?. So,
thereafter, I never wrote his name without the complete salal and salam.

This story has been mentioned above with the same jsnad, in the
biography of 'Ali b. Ayylb al-Baghdadi, after the hadith of the [nnagm.b.]
paper, in the course of the life of Hamzah al-Kinani (may the mercy of

Allah be upon him).

Among them was:

(27) ABU NASR MUHAMMAD B. HIBAT ALLAH B.
THABIT AL-BUNDANIJI

An imam and fagih of the adherents of al-Shafi'l: He lived at Makkah
for many years [in the neighbourhood of the Ka'bah] and eventually died
there. He was a pious blind man. Abu Ishaq al-Shirazi was his shavkh in
figh. Among those shavkhs from whom he received the traditions by
sama' were AbU Muhammad al-Jawhari and other later transmitters of
mmm at Baghdad.

He gave me jjazah in the year 93. Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Nahhas
al-Isbahdni -- my companion in my quest -- (may the mercy of Allah be
upon them both) obtained for me his ijazah. [ heard AbU Bakr Hamd b.
Abi al-Fath b. Mard al-Shah al-Isbahani -- the pious shavkh -- at Makkah
say: al-Fagih AbU Nasr al-Bundaniji used to recite gul huwa Allahu Abhad
[say: He, Allah, is One) six thousand times every week. He used to perform

an ‘Umrah on every day of Ramagan; since he was blind and unable to
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see, he was taken by the hand (may the mercy of Allah be upon him).
May Allah benefit him in the hereafter by His action as He benefited him
with His knowledge in this world.

AbU Nasr Muhammad b. Hibat Allah b. Thabit al-Bundaniji wrote to
me from Makkah in the year 493: AbU Muhammad al-Hasan b. 'Ali b.
Muhammad al-Jawhari informed us at Baghdad: AbU al-Hasan "Ali b.
Mubhammad b. Ahmad b. Lu'lu’ al-Warraq related to us: Abi Muhammad
al-Haytham b. Khalf b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Duri informed
us: Abl Musa/ Ishaq b. MUsa b. ‘Abd Allah b. Yazid al-Khatmi al-Angiri
related to us: Ma'n b. ‘Isa b. Ishag b. Dindr al-Ashja‘i al-Qazzaz related us:
Abi ‘Abd Allah Malik b. Anas al-Asbahi related to us, on the authority of
[bn Shihab, on the authority of AblU Salamah, on the authority of Abu
Hurayrah, that the Apostle of Allah (may the peace and the blessings-of
Allah be upon him) said: He who can perform one rak'ah of a prayer
[owing to the shortness of the prescribed time left for that prayer] has
performed the [entire] prayer.

AbU Nasr wrote to me from Makkah -- and Abu al-Hasan al-Rawhani
al-Mugri' also related to me on his authority in Cairo --: AbU al-Hasan ‘Ali
b. al-Muzaffar b. Badr al-Shafi'l al-Bundaniji related to us: Abi al-Hasayn
Tahir b. Lubuwwah al-Bazzaz informed us: al-Aqfasi informed us: Dinar
informed us: My mawla Anas related to me on the authority of the
Prophet (may the peace and the blessings of Allah be upon him) that he
said: Anyone who gives his brother a mouthful of sweetmeats, Allah will

save him from bitterness of standing on the day of judgement.

Among them was:

(28) AL-"ALLAMAH AL-KHWRRIZMI ABU AL-QASIM
MAHMUD B. ‘UMAR B. MUHAMMAD
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AL-ZAMAKHSHARI

One of the prominent people of his time in various branches of
knowledge and different skills, and particularly in grammar and
philology. He wrote excellent poetry, outstanding epistles and valuable
books.

He lived [near the Ka'bah] in Makkah for a long time. I used to write
letters to him, to which he replied. I shall mention here -- if Allah the
Exalted will -- a sample of these that contains matter beneficial and
advantageous to students of literature and pleasing to learned men, and
particularly to men of letters.

He wrote to me from Makkah after I had asked him to let me know his
date of birth. He said: As far as the time of my birth is concerned, that
happened in the deaf month of Allah [Raiab] in the year 467 in an
obscure village of Khwarizm called Zamakhshar,.

[ heard my father (may the mercy of Allah be upon him) say: A
bedouin passed by it and asked about its name and the name of its
headman. He was told: Zamakhshar and al-Raddad. He said: There is no

virtue in sharr levill and radd [rejection] and did not enter it.

Among them was:

(29) ABU SHUJA® 'UMAR B. MUHAMMAD B. ‘ABD ALLAH
B. NASAR AL-BASTAMI, LATER AL-BALKHI

His father Muhammad was called Abu al-Hasan, and his grandfather
‘Abd Allah was called Abu Muhammad. He wrote to me from Makkah in
524, when he came there for the hajj.

Muhammad b. Abi al-Qasim b. al-Zarif al-Balkhi told me in Alexandria

that he had asked him about the date of his birth in Balkh. He said: In Dhu
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al-Hijjah in the year 75.

His handwriting in his jjazah indicates great superiority. He
mentioned that he had received the Kijtab Shama'il al-Nabi (may the
peace and the blessings of Allah be upon him) by Abu 'Isd al-Tirmidhi by
‘sami' from Abl al-Qasim al-Ziyadi. He used to transmit it on the authority
of AbU al-Qasim al-Khuzd'i, on the authority of al-Haytham/ b. Kulayb al-
Shashi, on his (AbU 'Isd's) authority; and he also transmitted Gharib al-
Hadith by AbU Muhammad b. Qutaybah with the same isndd as far as al-
Haytham, on the authority of its author.

He wrote excellent poetry; he had a firm grounding in figh, and a
good knowledge of Arabic language and grammar [mm]. He was
unassuming, with no trace of guile in him, as I have been told by some
reliable people of Khurasan who lived with him.

[The namel Nasar in his genealogy with fatha c;n the sad occurs in
mukhtalif al-asma wa mutalifihd together with Nasr -- with sukiin on
the §ad -- and Nadr. Allah the Exalted is the One who establishes us in
sirength with His word that stands firm, in this world and in the
hereafter.

AbU Shuja' '‘Umar b. Abi al-Hasan al-Balkhi wrote to me from
Makkah: Abu al-Qasim Ahmad b. Muhammad b. 'Abd Allah al-Khalili
informed us at Balkh: Abl al-Qasim 'Ali b. Ahmad b. al-Hasan al-Khuza'i
informed us: al-Haytham b. Kulayb al-Shashi informed us: Muhammad b.
‘Ubayd Allah al-Munadi related to us: Rawh related to us: Shu'bah related
to us on the authority of Qatadah: al-'Ala' b. Ziyad related to us on the
authority of Mu'adh b. Jabal that the Prophet of Allah (may the peace and
the blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Indeed Satan is the wolf [that
attacks] mankind, just like the wolf [that attacks] sheep; he takes the

lonely, the old and the one far from the herd. Take care not to be divided.
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You must be united with the community, the common pecple, and the
Mosque.

AbU Shuja’ ‘Umar b. Abi al-Hasan al-Bastami wrote to me from
Makkah: AbU al-Qasim Isma'il b. al-Husayn b. "Ali al-Sanjabasti al-Fara'idi
informed us in Balkh: AbU 'Ali al-Hasan b. Abmad b. Muhammad b. al-
Hasan al-Zahid al-Balkhi told us: AbD Bakr Muhammad b. Ahmad b.
Sshadhan al-Faqir informed us: AbU Shihab Mu'ammar b. Muhammad b.
Mu'ammar al-'Awfi related to us: AbU al-Sakan al-Makki b. Ibrahim al-
Sadiiq related to us: Ja'far b. al-Zubayr related to us, on the authority of al-
Qasim -- the mawla of Yazid b. Mu'awiyah --, on the authority of AbU
Umamah; he said: The Apostle of Allah (may the peace and the blessings
of Allah be upon him) said: [t is written on the door of Paradise that a
loan [is rewarded] eighteen times and [ga_d_a_q.a_h.] charity ten times.

This is a hadith hasan . Its transmitters -- from AbU Shuja’ to Jafar -
- are famous people from Balkh and there is nothing munkar among the
traditions which they have transmitted.

Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Umar al-Balkhi recited to me in Egypt --
he was an excellent person -- he said: Abu Shuja’ ‘Umar b. Abi al-Hasan
al-Bastami recited to us [a piece] of his own poetry at Balkh. This AbuU
Shuja' also wrote to me from Makkah with his ijazah before [Muhammad
b. ‘Abd Allah] recited to me on his authority:/

These are the letters of griefs and sorrows to my great friends and
companions.

The dwelling place of my body is far from your abode, but my heart
is very close to remembrance of you.

For you is my love, both secretly and openly, an_d Allah knows both
what I conceal and what I reveal.

When I learnt the contents of your letters, [ wrote my answer to
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you without the hope of acknowledgement.

[ give you ijazah to transmit on my authority as I have received
from my shaykhs and my fellows by sama’, provided that you keep the
condition of its validity and you observe all the means of keeping it
correct.

I hope that for this Allah will remember you and me on the day of

judgement with his forgiveness.

Among them was:

(30) ABU MUHAMMAD ‘ABD ALLAH B. MUHAMMAD B.
ISMA'IL B. SADAQAH B. GHAZAL AL-MUQRI AL-MISRI

He lived [near the Ka'bah] in Makkah for a number of years and
eventually died there in the year 24, as Abl Muhammad b. al-Barqi told
me.

[sma'il b. Muhammad b. al-Fadl al-Hifiz told me about him in
[sbahan before [I started] my journey in 493, and before that as well. I did
not have an opportunity to meet him and receive anything by sami’ from
him when [ performed the haji in the year 97, and [ did not know that he
was living [near the Ka'bah] in Makkah. Sama’ is a matter of fortune.

He received [traditions] by sama’ from 'Abd al-‘Aziz b. al-Hasan b. al-
Darrab, Muhammad b. Makki al-Azdi, AbU Muhammad al-Mahamili, Abu
al-Husayn al-Mugqri' al-Shirazi and their contemporaries at Cairo. He also
transmitted the Jahih of al-Bukhari on the authority of Karimah al-
Marwaziyyah. He saw her in the Holy Haram.

[ wrote on the authority of his brother Abu Ishiq Ibrahim b.
Muhammad at Cairo. He was also a pious man like his brother; he had a

retreat and did not mix with people. He had read the Qur'an with the
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seven ldifferent] readings under AbU Ishaq al-Khayvyat. His shaykhs
were the same as his brother's, i.e lbn al-Darrab Abu al-Husayn al-
Shirazi and their fellows. ‘Abd Allah was older than he and | asked him
about his date of birth. He said: 450. [sma'il had also told me about him
pefore I started my trip; he had seen him [near the Ka'bah] at Makkah,
put he returned to Cairo and died there. He and his brother 'Abd Allah
were of the Maliki madhhab (may the mercy of Allah be upon both of
them); and may Allah bestow His mercy upon us when we come to where

they have come.

Among them was:

(31) ABU AL-HASAN RAZIN B. MU'AWIYAH B. ‘AMMAR
AL-‘ABDARI AL-ANDALUSI

He was a learned shavkh but his ispnads were pazil He wrote a
number of books; among them was a book in which he gathered together
everything in the [ive Sahihs and al-Muwattd, and another giving an
account of Makkah.

Abi Muhammad ‘Abd Allah b. Abi al-Barakat/ al-Sayrafi al-
Tarabulusi from the Tarabulus of the Maghrib told me that he died (may
the mercy of Allah the Exalted be upon him) in al-Mqharram in the year
35 at Makkah, and that he was one of those who had prayed for him and
attended his funeral.

He received by sami from ‘Ali b. Fayd al-Qurtubi a number of those
[things] which the latter had written on my authority at Alexandria,
having come there from al-Andalus on his way to the hajj He used to
transmit them on his authority after he left Makkah. Among the things
which he wrote on his authority was Kitdb al-Sirah by Ibn Hisham, in

five volumes (may Allah reward him for his intention and give him
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lodging in Paradise by His great mercy).

Among them was:

(32) ABUZAYD AL-HASAN B. ‘ALl B. AI-FADL Al-
TABARI

One of the fagihs of Amul in Tabaristan. He was known there as Ibn
al-Basri. He wrote to me from Makkah in Dhi al-Hijjah 528, having come
there to perform the hajj He mentioned that he had received Kitab
Ma'rifat ‘Ulom al-Hadith by al-Hakim AbU ‘Abd Allah b. al-Bayyi' al-Hafiz
by sami' from AbT Bakr Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Khalf al-Shirazi at Naysabﬁr and
[obtained jjazahl to transmit it on his authority. He had also received
Kitab Haqa'igq al-Tafsir by Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami by sami’' from
Ibn Khalf, on the authority of al-Shaykh AbU 'Abd al-Rahman. His
handwriting indicates knowledge and thorough scholarship.

Abu Zayd al-Hasan b. ‘Ali b. al-Fadl al-Tabari known as Ibn al-Basri
wrote to me from Makkah: AbG Bakr Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Khalf al-Shirazi
informed us at Naysabir: AbT 'Abd Allah Muhammad b. 'Abd Allah b.
Hamduyah al-Hafiz informed us: al-Zubayr b. 'Abd al-Wahid al-Hafiz at
Asadabad related to us: Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Zibaqi related to us:
Zakariyya' b. Yahya al-Mugqri' related to us: al-Asma'i related to us:
Kaysan, the mawla of Hisham b. Hassan related to us, on the authority of
Muhammad b. Sirin, on the authority of Mughirah b. Shu'bah; he said: The
Companions of the Apostle of Allah (may the peace and the blessings of

Allah be upon him) used to knock on his door with their finger-nails.

Among them was:

(33) ABU 'ISA NABT B. ‘UBAYD B. MUHAMMAD AL-
NAHDI AL-YAMANI
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A Shafii faqih. He was born in al-Yaman then lived in Makkah until
his death. He studied figh under our shavkh Abl 'Abd Allah al-Husayn b.
‘Ali al-Tabari there.

[ used to hear about him and believe that he possesed an jsnad ‘ali, so
[ wrote to him and requested him to give me his jjazah. He mentioned that
he had received [something] by sama' from the two fagihs, Abi ‘Abd
Allah al-Tabari and AbU Nasr al-Bundaniji, and from Isma'il b. Muhammad
b. al-Fadl al-Isbahani al-Hafiz as well./ These three were my sn_ams_..l
wrote on the authority of al-Husayn at Makkah in the year 97, and on the
authority of Isma'il some years before that at Isbahian. As for AbT Nasr is
concerned, I did not meet him, but he gave me jjazah in the year 493.

Nabt is a unique name. | do not know anyone else of this name. He is
Nabt b. ‘Ubayd b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah b. YUsuf b. Ruhaym al-Nahdi
al-Yamani; he wrote this in his own handwriting in DhU al-Hijjah in the
year 526. He mentioned that he was born in al-Yaman and had resided in
Makkah (may Allah the Exalted protect it) from the year 477 until the
time of his writing this jjazah (i. e. 526). He stayed there until his death

(may the mercy of Allah the Exalted be upon him).
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SHAYKHS OF AL-MAWSIL

Among those who wrote to me from al-Mawsil was:

(34) ABU AL-QASIM B. SAFWAN AL-DHUHLI

He was a shavkh well known for his piety, faith and eagerness for
knowledge: he came of a family of traditionists.

He received by sama' from AbT Nasr b. Tawgq, "Ali b. Ibrahim al-
Sarraj and Ibrahim b. Muhammad b. TUs al-Sa’'igh and others in his
native town, and from Abi al-Husayn b. al-Naqlr, Abu Muhammad al-
Sarifini, AbU al-Qasim b. al-Busri and Ibn Hummaduyah -- the fellow of
Ibn Sam'Gn -- at Baghdad. He performed the hajj and received by sama’ at
Makkah and transmitted many (may the mercy of Allah be upon him).

AbT al-Qasim Nagr b. Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Safwan al-Dhuhli
wrote to me from al-Mawsil; and Abu al-Aswiar ‘Umar b. al-Munakhkhil b.
‘Abd Allah al-Babi al-Tajir also told me on his authority at Cairo: Abu
Nasr Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Baqi b. Tawq al—Mu'addil related to us by dictation.:
AbT al-Qasim Nasr b. Ahmad b. al-Khalil al-Marji related to us: Abu Ya'la
Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. al-Muthanna al-Tamimi related to us: Shayban b. Farrikh
al-Abulli related to us: Sallam, i. e. Ibn Miskin, related to us: AbU Zilal
related to us on the authority of Anas b. Malik, on the authority of the
Prophet (may the peace and the blessings of Allah be upon him); he said:
Indeed a man in hell will call for one thousand years: O Compassionate
onel Beneficient onel Then He will say: O Jibrill go to My servant. Then
Jibril will go and see the people of hell prostrate on their faces. He said:
Then he will return and say to Him: O Lord! I have not seen him. He will
say: Go to him; he is in such and such a place. He said: Then he will go to
him and bring him. Then Allah the Great and Glorious; will say to him: O

My servantl how did you find your abode and your final destiny? He said:
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he will say: O Lord the worst place and the worst destiny,/ He said: then he 7/
will say: O Lordl [ hope You will not send me back again, after You have

brought me out. He will say: Leave My servant.
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HAMADHAN

Among the shaykhs of Hamadhian who gave me their jjazah only but

of whose traditions I received nothing was:

(35) ISMAIL BMUHAMMAD B. ‘UTHMAN B. AHMAD B.
MUHAMMAD B. ‘ALl KNOWN AS
AL-QUMASANI

He gave me ijazah in the year 494 in Jumada al-Ukhra (sic). He
belongs to a house [which is famous for] knowledge, asceticism and
godliness; and he was renowned among them for his great superiority

and comprehensive knowledge of hadith and its transmitters.

And (among them wasl

(36) SA'D B. *ALI A1-'I]JLI

[He gave me uamn] at the aforesaid time. He was Abu Masur al-Badi'
whom I saw in Hamadhan. He came to me in a small house in which I had

lodged. He was a person of excellence. He made a journey to Isbahan.

And:
(37) '‘ABD AL-WAHID B. AUMAD B. 'ABD ALLAH B. BUNDAR
(Who gave me jjazah) at the above mentioned time.
And:
(38) ABU AL-FARA] MUJAMMAD B. ‘ALl B. MUJAMMAD
B. AL-MU'AZZAM
(He gave me jjazah) in Jumada al-Akhirah in the year 94. I am
doubtful now as to whether or not I received anything by sama' from him
when [ entered Hamadhan and lived there. He was [certainly] alive then.

His son is a learned man. He used to come to me in the small house of Jafar
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al-Abhari, who was once the shaykh of the $ufis (may the mercy of Alldh
pe upon him). [ am almost certain that I read under him something of his

traditions which he received by samaia'

And:
(39) MAKKI B. BUNJIR B. 'ABD ALLAH AL-SHA"AR
He was a person of knowlege, according to what [ was told about him.
He and al-Shaykh AbU Zakariyya Yahya b. Mandah al-Hafiz used to
write letters to each other. I found that he was most complimentary about
him. His son ‘Ali performed the hajj with us; and he received a lot by

sama when [ read under the shaykhs of Baghdad, al-Kufah and Makkah.

And: (40) 'ABD AL-GHAFFAR B. MUJAMMAD.
And: (41) MUBAMMAD B. JABAR B. ‘ALl known as WAFA'
And: (42) NASR B. MUHAMMAD B. 'ALl B. ZIRAK.

And:
(43) ABU AL-HASAN FAYD B. ‘ABD AL-RAHMAN B. SHADHI
AL-SHA'RANI

He wrote to me in the year 91 from Baghdad [sending the letter] by
AbU Nagr al-Yinarti; who came there [on his way] to perform the hajj.
Then he wrote to me again, after that, from Hamadhan in the year 94
with the jjazah. Nothing much of his hadith or transmission came to me. [
had seen his son Muhammad at Isbahan and had attended his preaching
session. He recited to me two verses of poetry which I have written down
on his authority and have mentioned in al-Mu'jam al- Mu: ‘arrakh

As far as his father Fayd is concerned, he possesed ispad ‘ali. He was

a reliable and acceptable [authority]/ and [ do not know anyone else by

17/b
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that name among the transmitters except an intelligent, mature man who
came to us in Alexandria, on his way to the hajj in the year 530. He wrote
on my authority a collection that exceeds one thousand sheets; among this
were Kitab al-Sirah by Ibn Hisham, Mushkil al-Ouran by Ibn Qutaybah,
al-Mujalasah by al-Maliki, Mummnuummm:ﬁw_ﬂﬂm
by Ibn Khallad and Annnm_a_l_-_ﬂa_dnh by him as well. His name was "Ali b.
Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Fayd al-Farisi, later al-Qurtubi, but Fayd occurs
only in his genealogy, not as his own name.

Fayd b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Shadhi al-Hamadhani wrote to me: Abl
Mansur ‘Abd Allah b. 'Isa al-Multasib informed us: al-Fadl b. al-Fadl b. al-
‘Abbas al-Kindi informed us: ‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad b. Khazimah al-Bawardi
related to us; Muhammad b. Bashshar Bundar related to us: Muhammad b.
Bakr related to us: ‘Abd al-Hamid b. Ja'far related to us: A man told me on
the authority of 'Abd al-Rahman b. Ya'qub, on the authority of his father,
on the authority of Anas b. Malik that he used to transmit on the
authority of the Prophet (may the peace and the blessings of Allah be
upon him); he said: He who reads a word of the Quran, Allah will write

ten good things for him for each [letter of the alphabet] Ba, Ta and Tha.

And:

(44) ABU THABIT BUNJIR B. MANSUR AL-HAMADHANI

The shaykh of the Sufis there; AbuU Nasr al-Yunarti requested him to
give me his jjazah. He used to transmit on the authority of Ja‘'far al-
Abhari, his shavkh in Sufism. This Ja'far is one if the prominent shavkhs
of Quhustan: He was born at Abhar, then later lived in Hamadhan. There
he established a duwavrah for the Sifis in which I lived. Ahmad b,
Muhammad al-Ghazali, the brother of Abu Hamid, AbQ al-Futoh b. al-

Mu'tamad al-Isfara’ini and other scholars of Khurasin were with us
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there; those who had adopted their ways, and performed their actions in
the ways of Sufism in their preaching sessions. My father (may the
mercy of Allah be upon him) told me that he had previously accompanied
him, and lived in his hospice.

AbG Thabit Bunjir b. Mansir al-Hamadhani wrote to me from
Hamadhan -- and his servant Abl 'Ali al-Hasan b. Ibrahim al-Sufi told me
about it on his authorily there -- he said: I heard Abd Muhammad Ja'far b.
Muhammad b. al-Husayn al-Abhari say: [ heard Abu al-Hasan ‘Al b.
Ahmad b. Salih al-Mugri' al-Qazwini say: I heard AbU Bakr Muhammad b.
‘Abd b. '‘Amir al-Samarqandi say: | heard I[brahim b. al-Ash'ath al-
Bukhari, the servant of Fudayl b. ‘lyad, say: I said to Fudayl during his
final illness: Please give me your last advice (may Allah's good pleasure
be upon you). He said: Be a tail [follower); do not be a head lleaderll. -
Another asked him to advise him; he said: The things you will regret atl

the time of your death hour, should be regretted now.
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ASAD ABADH

The man who [wrote to me] from Asad Abadh,/ a town of Quhustan

near Rawdhrawar, to which [ have never been, was:

(45) ‘UMAR B. ‘ALl B. JIBRIL AL-QAYYIM

He related to me on the authority of AbU Tahir al-Husayn b. ‘Ali b.
Salamah al—Hamadhani; he was the last to relate on his authority. AbU
Tahir was one of the most prominent muhaddiths who travelled a lot in
search of hadith. A number of earlier transmitters transmitted on his
authority. He used to dictate (hadith) at Hamadhan. Among his shaykhs
were: Ab0 Bakr al-Isma'ili al-Jurjani, ‘Attdab b, Muhammad al-Waraminj,
AbU Bakr al-Sunni al-Dinawari, AbG Bahr b. Kawthar al-Baghdadi, AbU
‘Amr b. Hamdan al-Naysabiri, AbU Bakr b. al-Muqri' al-Isbahani and
others like them. I have received only a few of the traditions which this
Ibn Jibril transmitted.

I read some fawa'id under Lami'ah bint Sa'id b. Muhammad al-Baqqal
at Isbahian, on the authority of Ibn Salamah, by jjazah Abu Talib al-
Kundalani was the only person [ met who had seen him and who related
to me on his authority concerning his “f_a_v_@';g_. but not from the original
copy that he received by samia'. [ do not know who excerpted these
fawa'id for him, whether it was a learned reliable person whose words
and transmission could be trusted and relied upon, or some-one with no
knowledge, so as to go beyond the prescribed limits in the matter.

Abl Hafs 'Umar b. 'Ali b. Jibril al-Asadabadhi wrote to me from
Asadabadh: and AbU Muhammad Rashid b. ‘Ali b. Rashid al-Mugqri’ al-
Asadabadhi also told me at al-Ahwaz on his authority: AbU Tahir al-
Husayn b. 'Ali b. Salamah al-Hamadhani informed us: AbU Bakr

Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Jishnas al- Mu'addil related to us at [sbahan: AbQ

| 3/
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Sa'id al-Hasan b. 'Ali b. Zakariyya al-Basri related to us: ‘Abd Allah b.
Mu‘awiyah al-Jumahi related to us: the two Hammads -- Hammad b.
Salamah b. Dinar and Hammad b. Zayd b. Dirham -- related to us; they
both said: 'Amr b. Dindr related to us on the authority of ‘A1a’ b. Yasar, on
the authority of Ab@ Hurayrah; he said: The Apostle of Allah (may the '
peace and the blessings of Allah be upon him) said: When the prayer is
being performed [lead by an i_ma_m,] no other prayer but the prescribed

prayver should be performed.
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ISTIRABAD

The one who wrote to me from Istirabad was:

(46) ABU AL-FADL ZAFAR B. AL-DA'l B. MAHDI AL-'ALAWI

He wrote to me from Istirabad -- and Abu Sa‘d al-Muzaffar b. 'Abd al-
Rahim b. ‘Ali al-Hamduni al-Mu'addib also told me at al-Rayy on his
authority --: My father AbiU Muhammad al-Da‘i b. Mahdi informed us: Abu
‘Asim ‘Abd al-Wahid b. Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Ya'qib al-Harawi
related to us at Sijistdn: al-Amir AbU al-Hasan Fa'iq al-Khassah informed
us: ‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. Ya'qub al-Faqih/ related to us: Hamdan b.
Dhi al-Nun related to us, Shaqiq b. Ibrahim related to us: ‘Abbad b. Kathir
related to us on the authority of AbuU al-Zubayr, on the authority of Jabir
b. ‘Abd Allah (may Allah's good pleasure be upon them); he said: The
Apostle of Allah (may the peace and the blessings of Allah be upon him)
said: Do not sit with every learned man but only the one who calls you to
five [things] from five [others]: from doubt to certainty; from arrogance
to humility; from enmity to justice; from hypocrisy to sincerity; and from
greed to asceticism. Although this chain is nizil, it is excellent and with
mention of Fa'iq al-Khassah, it is superior.

I shall also write down this hadith with jspad ali and mention it as
an appendage to the previous limd_] nazil. al-Qadi Abu al-Mahasin 'Abd
al-Wahid b. Isma'il al-Tabari told me at al-Rayy: AbU Talib Hamzah b.
Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Ja‘'fari informed us at NiUgan: AbU I[shaq
Ibrahim b. Muhammad b. Habash al-‘Adl informed us: ‘Abd Allah b.
Muhammad b. Ya'qub al-Harithi related to us: Hamdan b. Dhi al-Nin
related to us: Hatim al-Asamm related to us: Shaqiq b. Ibrahim al-Zahid
related to us on the authority of 'Abbad b. Kathir, on the authority of Abu

al-Zubayr, on the authority of Jabir b. ‘Abd Allah; he said: The Apostle of

18/b
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Allah (may the peace and the blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Do
not sil with every learned man but only the one who calls you to five
[things] from five [others]: from doubt to certainty; from arrogance to
humility; from enmity to sincere well-wishing; from hypocrisy Lo
sincerity; and from greed to asceticism.

Among the traditions which appear to be very strange is that which
‘Abd al-"Aziz b. Ahmad al-Kattani al-Hafiz at Damascus narrates in his
Mu'‘iam al-Shuytkh, on the authority of some-one, on the authority of
another, on the authority of this <al-:Da'i. The hJ.LfIE.Z have aims, turning
aside from which is inconceivable, and these are known only to those
who are expert in this field, and to no-one else. The others do not immerse
themselves in the sea of the huffdz, nor are they familiar with the
intricacies of their branches of knowledge upon which they rely, or with
their achievement. They do not transmit and they have not the [requisite]
training or knowledge to do so. If there were no pnazil lispads] ‘ali could
not be known, and the cheaper could not be known with out the
expensive. Things are made clear by their opposites. There is greater
benefit in mentioning this here than anything else of the kind. Just as ils
isnad is curious, so are its contents most strange.

This is what Abt Muhammad Hibat Allah b. Ahmad b. Muhammad al-
Akfani informed us at Damascaus -- he was a knowledgeable and reliable
person --; Abld Muhammad 'Abd al-'Aziz b. Ahmad/ b. Muhammad al-
Kattani al-Hafiz related to us: Abl ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Ali b. Jallun
al-Barqi -- who came to us -- informed us: AbTG Nasr Muhammad b. Jalil al-
Harawi al-Stfi informed us; AbG Muhammad ¢al-»Da'i b. Mahdi b. Abi Tahir
al-Istirabadi related to us: Abl Nasr Ahmad b. Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Fami
related to us at Naysablr: ‘Abd Allah b. Abi al-Muwajjih al-Anbari related

to us: Yazid b. Hartn related to us: Muhammad b. 'Amr related Lo us on the

l‘-'l/a
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authority of AbU Salamah, on the authority of AbU Hurayrah; he said: I
heard the Apostle of Allah (peace be upon him) say: Indeed Allah the
Great and Glorious has one army in the heavens aﬁd one on the earth; His
army in the heavens is the angels and the army on the earth is the people
of Khurasan.

This is how it appears in my source, but it is cbvious 1o me that there
are two or more transmitters missing in its jspad, -- Allah knows best --

and its matn is extremely strange.
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KHURASAN

Among the shavkhs of Khurasan [wasl:

(47) ABU BAKR 'ABD AL-GHAFFAR B. MUHAMMAD B. AL-
HUSAYN AL-SHIROY

A famous reliable shavkh. He was the last one in the world to
transmit the fJadith of AblU al-'Abbas al-Asamm with isnad ‘dli, on the
authority of some-one, on his authority. He came to Isbahan long ago and
our older shavkhs like Ahmad b. Bishrawayh al-Hafiz and others wrote on
his authority; then later the younger people made a journey to him. They
wrote traditions on his authority and obtained his jjizah for me and for
their other associales in sama’, as it is customary for muhaddiths to do for
one another.

Abu Bakr 'Abd al-Ghaffar b. Muhammad b. al-Husayn al-Shirtt wrote
to me from Naysabir and AbU al-'Abbas Ahmad b. Muhammad b.
Bishrawayh al-Hafiz informed us before that, on his authority in Isbahan
in the year 493 --: al-Qadi Abu Bakr Ahmad b. al-Hasan al-Hiri related to
us;: Muhammad b. Ya'qub al-Asamm related to us: Zakariyya b. Yahya
related to us: Sufyan b. ‘Uyaynah related to us on the authority of al-Zuhri,
on the authority of Anas b. Malik; he said: a man said: O Apostle of Allahl
when is the hour of reckoning? he said: and what have you prepared for
it? he did not mention much except that he loved Allah and his Apostle.
He said: you will be with those that you love.

This hadith came to me with jsnad ‘ali by various routes, among
which is that of this al-Hiri. AbU al-Hasan Makki b. Mansur b. ‘Allan al-
Karaji told us: -- he came to us in Isbahan in the year 491 and died there
in the same year; his body was taken to al-Karaj and buried there --: al-

Qadi Abu Bakr al-Hiri informed us at Naysablr: He mentioned/ the

19b
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tradition in the same way, word for word. This is the end, and all praise be
to Allah the Sustainer of the worlds, and His peace and abundant good
blessings be upon our master Muhammad, on his family and his
Companions until the day of judgement; and all praise be to Allah the

Sustainer of the waorlds.



Akhbarana:-

Amali:-

Anba'ana:-

Athar:-

Dirayah:-

Fawa'id:-
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GLOSSARY

of some technical terms occurring in the text.

is used to indicate something which has been

received through girad'ah (reading of a student

under his shayvkh).

a tradition of which the isnad contains relatively

fewer authorities.

the collection of traditions, anecdotes, poetry, etc.

received by dictation from a shavkh.

is used to indicate something which has been received

from a shaykh by means of jjaizah or munawalah.

(pl. athar) mostly used as a synonym of h_adlln;
some scholars restrict it to the sayings and deeds

of the Com panions.

the critical study of traditions and of transmitters

of traditions.

a collection (variable in size) of the hadith of a
shavkh, together with information concerning the

transmitters, etc, excerpted by his pupil
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Haddathana:- is used to indicate something which has been

received by means of sama’ (see also sama').

Haddathanid Imla'an:- is used to indicate something which
has been received from a shavkh by means pf

sama’ at his dictation.

Hadith:- (pl. ahadith) a report transmitted on the authority of
the Prophet (p. b. u. h.) containing his sayings, deeds

or tacit approval, etc.

Hafiz:- higher in grade than a muhaddith with an extensive

knowledge of hadith and all of its related topics.

Hasan:- a hadith transmitted through an uninterrupted sanad
by a transmitter who is Adil but not fully dabit; it is
inferior to a sahih tradition, although it is neither

shadhdh nor muallal
Hibah:- a gift, the voluntary transfer of ownership of a thing
during the lifetime of the donor, and with no

consideration payable by the donee.

Hubs:- (pl. ar_l.lza.s.) something that is protected, in order to

prevent it's becoming the property of a third person.

ljazah:- a license (oral or written) given by a scholar to the



[snad:-

Istijazah:-
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recipient to transmit or teach a particular text.
(pl. asanid) the chain of authorities by whom a

hadith is transmitted.

seeking permission from a shavkh to transmit his

al-Jarh wa al-Ta'dil:- a critical study of the lives of transmitters

Juz':-

Kataba ilayya:-

Khatib:-

Maijlis:- (1)

Masmi':-

of hadith in which their status andreliability are

assessed.

(1) a collection of hadith (variable in size).
(2) a collection containing aJ;;ﬁ_d_LLh_ on a particular

subject,

is used to indicate something which has been
received by means of correspondence (kitabah}] and

the one who delivers the sermon in a mosgue on

Fridays and ‘ids.

a gathering or assembly for padith lessons.
(2) a collection of hadith which has been received

from a shavkh in one gathering.

a hadith which has been received from a shavkh

by means of sama' or gird'ah .



Matn:-

Muhaddith:-

Mu'jam:-

Mujaz:-

Mujaz lahu:-

Mujiz:-

Mukatabah:-
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a statement or information given in a hadilh relating

to the Prophet (p. b. u. h.),

one who has extensive knowledge of hadith

and its transmitters and devotes himselfl to it.

a biographical dictionary of transmitters arranged

alphabetically.

a lransmission which has been received by means

of jjazah.

a person who has been granted an jjdzah by a
shavkh to transmit those of his traditions for which

the jjdizah has been given.

The person who gives jjazah to somebody to transmit

his ahadith.

taking up of hadith through correspondence.

Mukhtalif al-Asm3a’ wa Mu'talifiha:;- variant vocalizations of names

Munawalah:-

that appear the same in writing.

a method of taking up of h.agli:h in which the
shavkh hands on his traditions to the recipient

without sama' or girdah.
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Munkar:- a tradition transmitted by a dajif transmitter
which contradicts one transmitted by a trustworthy

transmitter.

Mugqri':- (1) who teaches the Qur'an.
(2) who is an expert of several canonical readings of

the Qur'an.

Musalsalat:- (sing: musalsal) a tradition in which each

transmitter uses the same formula as the first.

Musnid:- one who transmits hadith with its jsnad, regardless of
whether he has formal learning in h.a_dJ.l_h. or has

‘merely the text itself to transmit.

Muta'akhkhirtn:- mubaddiths who lived after the fourth

century H.

Mutaqaddimin;- mubaddiths who lived before the fourth

century H.

Nazil;- a tradition with a relatively larger number of

transmitters in the chain of authorities.

Qira'ah:- a method of taking up of hadith in which the
student reads under the gshavkh and the latter listens

and approves the reading.



Rihlah:-

Riwayah:-

Sahabi:-

Sama':-

Sami'tu:-

Tabagah:-

Tadlis:-
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a journey made in quest of knowledge, particularly

in hadith.

the oral or written transmission of hadith.

a believer who accompanied the Prophet (p. b. u. h.)

or saw him.

a method of taking up of hadith in which the teacher

reads and the students listen and memorieses.

used in a transmission which has been received by

sama’ only.

a generation of transmitters who lived at the same

time and shared the same teachers.

to transmit, implicitly having received by sama’
ahadith not in fact received by sama', as on the
authority of one from whom other ghadith have been

so received.

Turuq al-Hadith:- (sing. Iarin) used as synonym of jspad.

Wajh:-

used as a synonym of jspnad.
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