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Abstract

The name Mukha@rimin/ﬁukha@ramin is given to tﬁose Arabic poets
who were born before Islam but continued to live and compose
during the Islamic period.. A portion of the surviving poetry

of these poets - specifically, the longer and most complete

poems that are believed to have been composed after the advent

of Islam by the most important of the poets generally designated
by this name ~ has been taken as the basis for an attempt to
compile a stylistic concordance., This particular body of work

is of a convenient size for such an attempt, and it has the added
advantage that the impact of Islam might be expected to have
affected it in certain common respects that would distinguish

it from pre-Islamic poetry. The "Index of descriptive words and
phrases", which forms the principal part of this thesis, lists
the words and phrases used to refer to, and to describe, both
directly and metaphorically, the persons, objects, and other
phenomena that most commonly appear in what may be termed the
more "conventional" sections of these compositions, that is to
say, the very large proportion of lines in which the poets, like
all early Arabic poets, compose variations on certain conventional
themes.,

The ultimate object must be, of course, to make such a concordance,
and indeed other kinds of concordances, for the whole of early

A¥rabic poetry. It will then be possible to say to what extent



different periods can be distinguished from one another, The
"Index" compiled here represents an experiment carried out on
a limited, and to some extent legitimately separable, portion
of an enormous corpus. 1t is to hoped that the process will

prove useful for wider application.

Texts of the poems are provided for reference; many of them

have been translated into English in the form in which they
appear in Ibn Hisham by A. Guillsumg but since the Diwans of

the individual poets - where these exist - often present fuller,
and variant, versions, and since it is sometimes possible to
produce a closer rendering than that of Guillaum% new translations
are also offered here, Basic annotations and short biographieé

of the poets are appended.
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Introduction

The chice of the longer Islamic poems (more specifically those
believed to have been written after the advent of Islam, whether
or not they show any signs of Islamic influence) by the principal
poets generally éategorised as Mukha?rimi as the material for this
thesis was made for a number of réasons: first, it provided a body
of work of a convenient size, without the necessity of further
arbitrary limitation; secondly, it was comparatively unfamiliar;
thirdly, it might be thought, because of the very period of its
composition, to be more generally homogeneous than any other
selection that might be made from early Arabic poetry. As far as
this last point is concerned, the question of whether elements

can be detected in this poetry, other than the obvious Islamic
accretions, that are not to be found in pre-Islamic poetry will
have to wailit for an answer until more intensive analysis of the
whole of early Arabic poetry has benn carried out. This, of course,
will be a far greater task, In the meantime, however, it is to be
hoped that the results presented in the "Index of descriptive

words and phrases" will indicate, among other things, that it is

worth while undertaking such classificatory exercises.

The "Index" is clearly the more important part of this thesis.
An attempt has been made in it to list the words and phrases used
to refer to, and to describe, both directly and metaphorically,

%

the persons, animals; objects, abstract notions, and phenomena
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that appear most regularly in this body of poetry. Its scope could
doubtless have been extended, but a halt had to be called at some
point, and it will be a simple matter to enlarge it in future,

if this should seem desirable, As it stands, it is almost certainly
incomplete and contains errors; it was often difficult to decide
whether or not a particular expression should be included, and at
what length, where it belonged, and to what extent cross-references
were re%@red. It represents, however, an attempt -~ not, it is

hoped, a valueless one -- to provide the basis for a rudimentary

stylistic concordance for a definite body of work.

¥o claim to»originality is made for the texts of the poems as
presented here., Their inclusion is merely for the convenience of
the reader in that they provide a compendious point of reference
for the Index, They have been taken, without more critical
assessment than the selection of the variant readings that give
reasonable sense, from the published Diwans of the individual
poets and the other sources that are indicated in the notes. The
notes themselves have also been extracted from commentaries on

the poems, and where these are lacking, from Arabic dictionaries
and other relevant works of reference. They are intended to eluci-
date obscure words, and to determine, where possible, the occasions

on which individual poems were composed and to what they allude.

It was felt that translations of the poems should be provided,

: . o
despite the fact that many of them appear in Guillaumls translation
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of Ibn Hisham's Sirat_rasul Allah, The poems were taken; whenever
possible, from the Diwans of the individual poets, and these, in
many cases, give a fuller version of the text than Ibn Hisham;
they also frequently disagree with his readings. Where-poemé were
taken from Ibn Eisham, it often seemed possible to produce a more
faithful rendering than Guillauvme's, It was felt that, in ahy case,
the presence of translations would facilitate the task of those
who use the Index, It is hoped that the text, notes and translation
may together prove useful to students and others interestéd in
extending their acquaintance with early Arabic poetry. While every
effort has, of course, been made to produce a rendering faithful
to the sense of the original, it must be confessed that obscurities
remainy it is sometimes impossible to be certain that the poet's
intention has been accurately represented, since the train of
thought displayed in the poem as we have it is far from clear.

Where the dictionaries and commentaries are at varilance concerning

the meanings of words or phrases, alternative versions are provided.

The texts of poems preserved in the Mufaddaliyzét, which form an
et Y
appendix, have not been provided with translations or notes; it was

felt that no substantial improvement could be made on the work of

Ce Jo Iyall, to which the reader is referred,
A check-list of poems which appear in Ibn risham is provided. The
firct column indicates the number of the poem in the present work,

the second the page reference in Ibn Fisham, and the third that in
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- Ibn Fisham

829
647
454
647
647
1022
1024
723
1026
738
524
711
523
302
474
525
884
724
1025
799
936
620
711
572
644
667
929
629
930
617
620
522
931
9%6
522
613
528
704
618

Guillaume

558
432
306
433
4%3%
795
797
488
690
© 498
347
479
347
206
320
348
781
489
689
537
630
412
480
380
430
448
624
418
625
408
415
345
626
785
345
405
350
473
A0Q
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Thesis Ibn Hisham : Guillame
50 630 : 419
51 707 476
52 773 770
5% 658 441
54 520 344
57 724 489
58 613 _ 405
60 706 475
61 870 587
62 622 759
65 799 ' 538
66 . 624 414
67 634 423
68 527 350
81 858 | 577
82 660-61 444
83 660 443
84 © 836 . 563
85 850 , 572
86 862 581
87 864 582
88 863 369
89 859 578
90 881 595
91 860 579
92 861 580
93 859 577
95 832 775
96 864 583
97 843 | 568
8 - 898 601
99 - 888 597
100 - 889 598
101 831 - 560
102 - 876 - 291
103 888 598
104 857 576

105 255 724
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Hassan b. Thabit
*

gassén b. Thabit b, Mundhir was born‘about the year 563,
and brought up at ai-Madina, He belonged to the tribe of
al-Khazraj, who were among the An§§r; his father Thabit
and his grandfather Mundhir were chiefs of their people

and leaders of the tribes of Aws and Xhazra].

He is said to have died at the age of 120 years, and his
life was equally divided between the Jahiliyya and Islam,
Unlike the majority of his contemporaries, ?assén was an
urban peoet; he attained an exalted position at the courts of
al—gira and Ghassan., He praised the princes of these courts
in a number of odes and received vaiuable gifts from them;
thes gifts did not cease when he became a Muslim and

no longer composed verses in their honour.

Hassan was probably about 50 years of age when Muhammad

arrived in al-Madira., His brother Aws is listed among the

c

earlier converts to Islam, and ~Uthman was paired with

him as his immigrant brother.



After embracing Islam, he became one of the Provaet's most
prominent poets, and employed his talients on behalf of Islan.
His poetic support was pariticulerly welcome after the siege
of al-Madina, when that of Ka®b b. M3lik and Abduliah b.
Rawé?a seemed %to have been inadequate.

Because of his advanced age gassén took no part in the
actual fighting, he fought with a keener weapon than the
sword, the weapon of words. In the year 9/630C a great
deputation from the tribe of Tamim‘appeared atv al-Madina,
and a contest in verse is said to have tezken place in the
presence of the Prophet, between al-Zabargan b. Badr, a poet
énd chief of Tamim,_and @assén. He recited poetry on behalf
of the Prophet and in defence of Islam until Temim declared
themselves overcome by his superior talent, and accepted
Islam.

The greatest event in the history of early Islam was
naturally the conquest of Mecca, which is described in the
Quran as a " Great victory ".The word "Victoryé forms the

keynote of a long poem by Eassan composed in hcnour of

the event.
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To Nu@ammad the services cf ?assin were invaluable in
replying to the hija’ of the unbelieving voets. He satirised
the leaders of the Quraysh, and accused them and other
unfriendly tribes of treachery and dishonesty; he reminded
them of their defeats and the destruction of their leaders
in the wars against the Prophet. He elegized the individual
Muslims who fell in the wars, and, of course, the Prophet,
when he died, His most notable service to Islam, as
mentioned above, was the conversionuof Tamim. The Prophet
rewarded his services with the double gift of an estate and
a wife named SIrIn who came from Egypt in the year 6 or 7,
and became the mother of his son CAbdal-Ra@mén. His poetic

career seems to have ended with the death of the Prophet.

FXRENEARHHXFALX ALK RRRNRRRAEXXX
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Hassan b. Thabit 1

- - -1 -
The traces of That al—Asabic, al-Jiwa , and CAdnrat are

obliterated, and their dwellings are empty.

The encampments of the Banu al-Hashas are deserted and

their traces have been effaced by the sirong wind and

rain.

There used always to be a friend there and on their

pasture-land there used to be camels and sheep.

Leave this! But who is responsible for that spectre

which makes me sleepless when the evening has gme?

Shacshé', who has enslaved him, so that his heart cannot

be cured of her.

As if there were a hidden thing of Bayt Ra's (wine)
mingled with honey and water on her iteeth, or the taste

of a fresh apple which has been carefully plucked

If other drinks are ever mentioned, they are inferior toc

good wine,

Ve shift the blame to it if we suffer pain, when there

are detractors or revilers present.

We drink it, and it makes us kings and lions; the encounter

does not overtire us,

May we lose our horses, if you do not see them raising

the dust while going to their meeting-place Kida!,

Opposing the spear-heads, inclining to either side, with

o

the thirsty lances on their shoulders.
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14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

16
Our fleet horses always go fast, with the women flapping

them with their coverings.

If you oppose us we will perform the cUmra, and the
victory will fall to our side and the cover will be

removed ( the truth will appear ).

If not, you must wait for that hard day when God helps

those whom He wishes.

And God said: I smoothed the way for an army the

Ansar, whose intention was to meet God / fight a battle.

Every day we get fighting, or insult, or satire from
MaCadd.
Ve give our decision in verses against those who satirise

us, and we strike them until they are stained with blood.

And God said: I have sent a servant who tells the truth,

if experience profits you.

I witnessed to him and my people believed in him, and you
said: We will not respond to him and we do not wish to

do it,

And Jibril, the loyal messenger of God, is among us and

the Holy spirit, who has no equal.

Convey my message to Abu Sufyan: You are faint-hearted,

a coward and poltroon.

You satirised Muhammed, and I replied on his behalf, God

will give me a reward for thax.
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25

26

27

28

29

30

31

17
7ill you satirise him, when you are not his equal? your

evil overweighs your good.

You have satirised the blessed, pious and sincere man
wvho is the trusted one of God, ancd whose nature is

loyalty.

Are those of you who satirise God's Apostle equal to

these who praise him and those who help him?

My father and my grandfather and my honour are protection

for the hconour of Muhammad against you.

If the Banu ILu'ayy strike Judhayma, their killing is a

remedy,

Those are a people whe have helped others against us,

and their blood is in our fingernails.

The confederates of al-Hirth Ibn AbI Dirar and of Qurayza

are safe from us,

My tongue is a sharp sword in which there is no defect,

and my sea cannot be made turbid by one small bucket,

K XK FHHEXXKXXFKAXAH®
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Hassan b, Thabit 5

May God revile Lihyan, for their blood cammot requite us
.

for those who were kilied by treachery

2 ) - o > C -
They killed on the day of Raji~ a noble man, an honest and

true friend.
If they had all been killed on the day ofRaji® in

retaliation for Dhii'l-Dabr(®Asim), they would not suffice

for him ..
A slain man whom the bees round their dwellings protected,

among people of obvious blasphemy and hypocrisy.

a trifle.

Lihyan killed cne more generous than they, and after him
.
(="

they sold Xhubayb for

Fie on ILihyan in all circumstances! Their remembrance in
Chem

c-l.

6
the memory is the worst dispraise of

A mean tribe accused of treachery and bplameworthy actiocns,

and their blameworthy actions were not committed in secrecy.

If they were killed, their blood would not pay

8
but the murder of murderers is my remedy,
Q9 If I do not die I shall terrify Hudhayl with a raid, like
the morning-cloud that brings rain,
10 By the command of the Apostle of God, whose command is ti
only command to be enforced, and the calamities of time
with ennihilation.
g0

;111 frighten Lihyan
will seem like the kids of

i a7y al-

1

And a peop

11
which are not warm,
FHXXF R
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Hassan b. Thabit

(%2

Will the obliterated traces of a desolate land reply to

one who asks avout them?

A bare desert, the traces of which have been obliterated
by the heavy rain of clouds ard the blowing of the winds

of the elevated land covered with plants.

I saw there inhabited houses which were embellished by

those of good repute and conspicuous ancestral claims.

Leave the houses and do not remember every fair beloved

who had good rounded breasts and was sweet in conversation.

And complain to God of anxieties and of what you have seen

from a gathered, angry people.

They proposed to fight against the Prophet and they
collected the peopie of the villages and the nomads of

the desert.

An army in which were cUyayna and Ibn Harb, with the

horses of the confederates, Vvery angry.

Until when they reached al-Madina and wished to kill the

the Prophet and to take spoils,

And they took the field against us with their great power,

they were repulsed in spite of their anger.

By the blowing of a violent wind, which scattered their
host, and by the army of your Lord who is the HMaster of

Tords.
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12

13
14

15

24

And God sufficed the bvelievers in their fizhtin

oy
o Hat % 4

He rewarded them well in payment,

After they had despaired, they were revived by an

ordinance sent deown by our Generous Sovereign.

God cooled the eyes of Muhammad and his companions,
and humbled every suspicious unbeliever who put on the

undergarment of unbelief; unbelief is not clean of clothes.

May distress hold fast their hearts, and may it incline

them ©to unbelief until the end of the time.
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Hassan b. Thabit 4

Did you know the encampment of Zaynab on the heaps of sand,

like a line of writing on new parchment?

The winds and every black cloud pouring down its

continuwous rain have erased it,

Its traces have been worn away and have become a desert

after being the dwelling of the beloved.

Cease to remember them every day and restore the heat

of the distressed and broken heart.

And give us true information not false news, about that
in which there is no disgrace, and about the good fortune
that the Sovereign made for us among the polytheists on

the day of Badr,

On the day when their collected army, whose columns

appeared at sunset, was like Hira’.
*

We encountered them with a army compesed of young and

old people like the lions of the forest.

In front of Muhammad, defending him against his enemies
L

in the clouds of dust of war.

There were in their hands sharp cutting swords, and well-

proven shafts all having compact and hard knots.

The Banl al-Aws, the chiefs, were assisted by the Banu

al-Najjar in embracing the strcng religion.
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We left Abu Jahl and SUtba lying on the ground.

And we left Shayba among noble-born men who have a known

and honourable pedigree,

When we threw them in groups into the ditch, the Apostle
of God called them saying: " Have you not found that

I spoke the truth? and the decree of God seizes hearts?"

They did not speak and if they had spoken they would
have said: " You spoke rightly and you were right in

your opinion,"

R R R S o o
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Hassan b. Thabit 5
L

By God, Hudhayl does not know if the water of Zamzam is

pure or polluted,

When they performed the ®Umra and Hajj they were not

lucky at al-Hajjarayn or al-Mas®a.

But al-Rajic was a halting-place for them where obvious

meanness and vices were,

They were like excited goats in al-Hijaz, at the houses

in the evening,

They allured Xhubayb by their compact, and what a bad

agreement was their false treaty!

They have a clitoris the lips of the wvulva of which seize

tightly whatever comes to it and whatever pierces through.

CAli used to lead and defend them; they lived and they had

no hearts.

F KWK HHEHHRHE XA KK
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Hassan b. Thabit 6

May the blessings of God pe upon those who came one
after another on the day of al-Rajic ; ihey were honoured

there and granted their rewaxd.

Marthad was the chief of the squadron and both Ibn ai-

Bukayr and Xhubayb were their Amirs.

And al—cAsim, who was killed by their dung-heap jaded

camels, gained glory. Indeed he gained much.

He made it impossible for the gallant warriors to reach
his back, and fcught steadily. Indeed he was an excellent

fighter. -

And a son of Tarig and Ibn Dathna, whose written death

encountered him there, were among them too.

KK N He N KK R KKK HAK
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Hassan b. Thabit 7

There are traces and a conspicuous meeting-place of the

Apostle in Tayba. Traces may be effaced and perish,
L]

But the signs of the holy house with the pulpit of the

guide who used to ascend it will not be effaced.

There are clear signs and remaining way-marks, and an

abode of his, where are & mosque and a place of prayer.

There are rooms in the midst of which a light from God

used to come down, shining with a bright flame _

The well-known places whose signs can never be blotted

out; if they are worn then they are renewed.

I recognised there the traces of the Apostle and of his

time, and a grave in which he was concealed by its digger.

I remained there weeping over the Apostle; mankind and the

Jinn alike assisted in weeping over his death,

They reminded us of the favours of the Apostle, and I

myself could not count them because my soul pecame
perplexed and distressed., The loss of Ahmad emaciated it

wvhile it .was recounting the favours of the Apcstle.

The tenth part of everything had not been reached, but my

soul had already enough to grieve over,

I+ stood for as long as it could beside the remains of
the grave in which Ahmed was buried and its eyes were

shedding tears.
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May you be blessed, O grave of the Apostle! and may that

city be blessed where the rightly guided one stayed in

his life!

And many your tomb be blessed that it contains a good

man! over it is a building of thin siabs set in order.

Hands were pouring sand and eyes were shedding tears

upon it and the ten gocd stars s%rely set at this event.

They buried forbearance, knowledge and mercy on that
evening when they left him without a pillow and hid him

in softened ground,

They went with grief, for their Prophet was not among

them, and their backs and arms seemed without strength.

They were weeping over him for whose death-day the
heavens and the earth cry; human beings are even more

sorrowful.

Has the misfortune of any death ever equallied that of

the day when Muhammad died?

The recipient of revelation was cut off from them on
that day, and he had the possessor of light that set

and rose,

Guiding to the Merciful those who imitated him, and
rescuing them from terrible punishments, and leading them

aright.

He was an Imam to them, leading to the truth, exerting

himself, and a2 sincere teacher; if they obeyed him,

they would be made happy.
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He was forgiving of error, and he would accept men's
excuses; 1f they behave well, God would be most bountiful

with good.

y\
If they were ov%@aken by any problem which they could not

bea, he smoothed the way of their difficulty.

While they were enjoying the grace of God, there was in
their midst a guide by whose guidance they were directed

to a clear path,

It was very hard to him that they should go astray
from the right path, and it was his desire that they
should always be righteous, and should follow the righv

way.

Compassionate to them, he would not incline his wings
in any direction; he was affectionate towards them and

used to smooth their way.

While they were enjoying that light, suddenly an arrow

of death penetrated deeply into their light.

He became much praised, returning to God; the true

angels wept over him and he was praised.

The holy city became a waste place, because of the

absence of the revelation that it had had.

A desolate land, except for the habitation of the grave
in which our lamented one had alighted, whom Balat and
o H

Ghargad weep over.

His mosque, and his empty space where he used to stand

and sit down became deserted places because of his death.
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Near the greav stoning~place his houses, courtyards,

spring-encampment and tirth-place became desolate.

0 eye, shed tears cover the Apostle of God. I do not

k¥now whether your tears will ever be dried.

Why do you not weep over the possessor of that grace,

the train of which covered mankind.

Shed abundant tears over him and weep loudly for the
death of him whose equal will not be found in this world.

Those who passed away before never lost the like of
Muhammad and no one like him will be lost till the last

day of the world.( no-one has been or will be lost )

More chaste than him or more faithful to one obligation
after another, or more approachable for favours,

without finding them burdensome;

Or more lavish with his new and old wealth, when even
a generous man becomes niggardly of that which he

possessed by inheritance;

Or nobler of reputation among the people of the houses,
when his genealogy was traced back, or nobler with regard

to his Abtahl ancestor,and a ruler;
L ] .

Or more powerful and established in superiority, like lofty

plastered pillars of honour;

Or firmer of root and branch and wood which were fed by
the rain-clouds so that the wood became pliant and

slender.
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The glorious master brought him up as a child, and his

perfection was completed in the most noble way.

The vrecepts to the Muslims were accomplished at his
hands; science was not withheld and judgement was not

put aside.

I speak, and what I say cannot be criticized by anyone

of the people but those who are of poor intellect.

My desire does not abstain from saying verses in his
praise, hoping that I may remain in paradise for ever for

doing so.

I hope that I will surely be given the protection of
the chosen one there, and in order to get it on that day

I will strenuously exert my utmost endeavours.

EKEEXNRFNHXRRXER



S Y!r“u;..:z.wl Sk
’.)._.____...C‘?'Sjlzo-))gto}iw

,J_—._——MY| Mw&.ﬂ}

3 sty Yad1 155 J Vel 15 L
,J._____;m RTRRREE
;.L..._.......>J0J| e e L-?9‘—v-:—%¢JI dese
St Y 00l a2y Tos
oo J L e i
:L______.?.::Qa;uJSL_; ¢,Lasl

RREN U ) U] I FO A 1

L ZKZY =Lk

f
I Lo I SUIN] J E 726
) G el i

. % 5| -
U] | MYCR DS L_ﬁ’lﬁ g’L

l,JL 12e 4_';[3;5 1’..("!!&'9

D ol all sl sl

L b Sl Leell Pé.ﬁ
4)__.__5.36)L,0JI'&;QT1&,. L
| 8 iyl e Lol Ly

L;—-l.~é) bao Lo B, L
e LSt om0 Wl s
Wl e ol &l
—  La, ol Lal o L
by oo 3 Ml L Y5 Lo
4,———-43‘ Loy elady a3,
520 5 4 Lo ST el
[ S PO U VR ) § B

L____.,Qdyf.._'jt.:»):: ¢)Lﬁﬁo}

R I R N R



A ool ou Ol

eox bedl

(b ads) TY V19 /) eol o Gl Olno ]
( ales,a) 09 oA eyl n Glus Obes Y

(b ads) TV /1 Glea Oles (93 apadll e Gdaall il
C ey ade D Glo Gt G Gl LB

) o LN
PO IuN | PR CF- U] BESU J BNV PR PIRT) DU PR S T
Gie sl andl Gy ek thl el ¢ Il e O]t agedl Y
| c Y L
. r.ml:y@‘;,};b_:.:di.l!i;:wlt:;.: JRCJEN] e DR
e Lol aadl t oV oo tloaln 7
V= I SUCRON | EEPURC B SR UC U
. wmrh.,sa,&:@,zﬂ:uT_q
Te2S et
ol ¥l OLT taend sl — 1T
st ws (b T asddl len 18
S VRN OG- SEETO 'S SR P 6} EREVE) B -
iy e dbedl ae b BTl s G5 e gl T elady B, 1T
J'ﬁv-;lrﬁ’)l-?vj‘ o= ol ea, LAl o G ad o 5 Ol s e

sy |
PV I IR OS] BN TS N c:),éd! PSRN PO L



-

10

46
Hassan b, Thabit 8

What is the matter with my eye that it does not sleep,

as though its interior angles had been anointed with the

collyrium of a blear-eyed man?

In grief for that leader of Islam who has died. O best

of those who walk on the earth, do not be far off from
us!

The pity of it! would that my sides might keep the dust
away from you! would that I had been concealed before

you in Baqic al-Ghargad!

Can I remzin after you in al-ladina among them? alas,

would that I had not been born!

I swear by my father and mother that he whose death I

ratched on monday was the true Prophet.

After his death, I was turning my heacd to right and left
in bewilderment. Would that I had been given the poison

of a large snake to drink!

Or may the decree of God come to us quickly, today at

night or tomorrow!

Our hour will come, and we will meet a gecod man of noble

origin and of pure nature.
0 first-vorn of blessed memory of Emina, you were born
of a virtuous woman with the most auspicious omens,

‘s a light that illuminated all the world; those who

were guided to that blessed light were rightly guided.
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0 ILord, gather us and our Prophet in a garden that will

turn aside the eyes of the envious-—-~
y :

In the garden of paradise. O great, high and powerful

God, set it aside for us!

I swear by God that I will never hear of the death of
a man throughout my life, but that I will weep over the

Prophet Muhemmad.

Oh, how unhappy were the Helpers of the Prophet and his
kindered, after he had been concealed in the midst of

the grave!

The land became straitened for the Helpers, and their

faces became black like the colour of antimony.

We begot him and his grave is among us, and we did not

deny the great favours that he offered us.

God granted us honour through him and guided his Helpers
through him in every hour of presence.
May God, those who encompass His throne, and the pious,

pray for the blessed Ahmad.

The Christians and Jews of Yathrib rejoiced, when he

was hidden in the grave.

K RKXHEEEEXHELXRFRXX
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Hassan b. Thavit 9

Did our declaration of peace on that day when al-Migdad's

horsemen came make the children of al-Tagita happy?

We were eight, and they were a numerous and clamorous

army, but they were driven away by our lances and scattered.

By God, if what the frogs of the horses' hooves suffered
from having been led to the south valley of Saya yesterday
had not ruined their feet and a day of being led and of

charging had not harmed their backs,

They would have met you, carrying men all of whom were

fully~equipped, defenders of truth, novtle in ancestry.

We were of the company who followed you when you were

hurling away the bridles of every excellent horse.

Nay, by the Lord of the camels that go to Mina, and the

men that travel over the lofty peaks of the mountains,

( We will fight against vou ) until we have caused our
horses urinate in your courtyards, and have returned with

your women and your children,

Being proud with all the young camels and swift full-blood
horses that turn swiftly on every battle~field and in

every valley.

So oup&xcellent horses are fed on milk, when the fire of

war is stirred by the wind of morning,
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And our swords cof white steel cut through steel armour
and the heads of dauntless warriors.

God put obstacles in their way, for the sake of His

holy shrine and for the sake of His glory.

They were enjoying a pleasant life in their dwellings,
but on the days of Dhu Qarad their faces were changed

into those of slaves.
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Hassan b. Thabit 10
T have taken a true oath without any deceit or falsehood,

By God, no woman ever conceived or brought forth a child

like the Prophet, the Apostle of mercy, the guiding one.

And no one ever walked on the surface of the earth, more
faithful to a compact with a meighbour or to a promise,
than him who was a light which illuminated, blessed in his

mission, the possesscr of resolution and right guidence,

Vindicating all previous prophets, and most generous of

people in giving favours to any who asked.

O best of mankind, I was in a running river and I have

become like a solitary thirsty ﬁan.

Your wives have emptied the tents and have not fastened

the pegs at the sides of the tents,

Like nuns they have put on hair-shirts, and they are

certain of evident misfortune after having been in
prosperity.
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Hassan b. Thabit 11

The mixed crowds - of men had become powerful and

numerous, and a1~FurayCa was rejected / became the chief.

The people of Muzayna came here from a great distance to

expel me from the tents of Muzayna, while my people

were a burden to you.

They were attacking me secretly in time of peace with words

as though I was nothing.

The mother of that man with whom I contended was deprived

of him, or he was caught in the claws of the lion,

On a day when the north wind blows violently,
sea rises high, casting foam on the shore, it
overwhelming than I when you see me burst out

like a cloud carrying hail.

There will be neither blood-money nor revenge

dead man whom I take early in the morming.

Tell CUbayd that I have left for him the best

that parents leave for their child.

The houses are central and the palm-trees are

and the white swords strut in Egyptian cloths

striped garment.

-

But as for the Quraysh, I will not leave them

and the
is not more

in anger

for the

things

very near

like a

until they

come back to the straight way from the wrong courses,
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Abandon al-I3t and al-®Uzz3, prostrate themselves

before the eternal Creator,

And bear witness that what the Apostle said to them

is true, and fulfil their promise to the one God.

KA F R RHXR KN,
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Hassan b. Thabit 12

By God my Lord, we will not abandon a noble man, chaste

and noble in ancesitry.

Honoured, who calls us to the Supreme ILord, giver of

sincere advice and the supporter of the pillars(of Islam).

Like the new moon, blessed, mercifui, of a forbearing

nature and a visitor of the sick,

If you abandon him, my Lord is powerful and will cease

His favours given bountifully to you.

By God my Lord, we will never abandon him; otherwise

there is no hope for a lifeto come.

We do not desire any Lord as a helper except God until

the day of resurrection arrives,

ERXELXKAXNXKRHRH%K
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Hessan b. Thabit 13

.. OF .
Those who were clothed with soft coats, mail were led by
N

him who possessed a firm nature, foremost in fighting,
not a coward,

I mean the Apostle of God, because God made him superior

to all mankind in piety and generosity.

You thought that you would protect your family, and that

the water of Badr was beyond our reach.

Then we reached it, not affected by what you said, so

that we quencheda our thirst with no small draught.

The Apostle 1is among us and the truth that we follow as

long as we are alive, and there is unlimited victory for

us.

He embarks fearlessly upon what is terrible, and he rides
on the way that they have cut, when the warriors defend

their chiefs.

He is faithful to his promise, brave, a bright star from
which light is obtained, a full moon for every glorious

M1 g

7

A blessed one whose face is like the light of full moon.

Vhatever he says is an irreversible decree of God.

They lay hold upon a strong extended, unbreakatle rope

of God,
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Hessan b. Thabit 14

From our eyes tears flowed abundantly, and it was incumbent

upon my eye to shed more tears over Sacd,

A slain man who died in battle = eyes were painfully
affected by his death, pouring tears and in continuous

pain —

In defence of the religion of God, an heir of paradise
with the other martyrs. How fine was its ( the religion's )

delegation!

Though you left us without your love and you went into

the dust of the dark grave, O Sacd,

You are the one who has returned ( to God ) with a noble

martyrdom and clothes of noble qualities and praise,

And with your Jjudgement concerning the two tribes of
Qurayza according to what God decreed concerning them,

not according to your own decree,

Your judgement on them coincided with the Judgement of
God, and you did not forgive when you were reminded of

the agreement.

If the vicissitudes of time have caused you to enter
among those who sold this world in exchange for Eis

eternal paradise;

How excellent is the place to which the righteous go when

they are called to God for regard and concern.

FRAERERRRXFHRFEFHEX*%
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Hassan b, Thabit 15

The Quraysh kmnew on the day of Badr, the day of

captivity and hard killing,

That we were the lions of war on the day of Abu al-Walid

when the spears were confused.

We killed the two sons of Rabia on the day when they

marched to us in strong coats of mail,.

Hakim fled there on the day when the Banu al-Najjar

happened on them like lions.

The troops of Fihr turned back at that, and al-Huwayrith

2 bandoned them afar off.

You found shame and swift humiliation that would last

for ever under the neck-vein,

All the people turned away together, and they did not

feel an inclination for ancient lineage.

XXX HKXEKEXKXXXXX
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Hassan b. Thabit 16

You asked the Guraysh and they did not lie; now you

must ask Wahwah and Abd CImir,
* *

What kind of lineage Hassan possesses among his people.

The questioner is not like him who has full knowledge.

If they told the truth, they would inform you +that we

were honourable and victorious.

And that we were swift-running horses in the battle-
field, and that we repelled the swords of the haughty

and licentious warriors.

I inherited good actions and genrnerosity and nobility

from my ancestors,

And responsibility for blcodwits, the obligation to

release captives, and taking pride in a splendid origin,

With horses all of which were strong and hard-hoofed,

and swords all of which were bright and sharp-edged,

And with wide bright swords which were like a pond, and

bent with their length to the sinews of the arms,

With them we remove the lives of armed men, when the

light of morning appears toc the eyes,

When the people contend ‘together in their aims, you

will finé al-Zibd®arI a2t the back.
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And he does not treat the falterer in the midst of his

meeting-place 1ike the warlike eloquent poet,

How could a speechless man show hatred to me, who was

traced back to a forlorn adoptive man?

What a bad orator he is, and what a excellent servant
he is, and very slow in bringing the cooking pot to

those who have already slaughtered beasts for him.

K RK W KR KKK R K XEXKAX
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Hassan b. Thabit 17

You cannot be compared with CAmr and with the men

Mundhir when the steeds of the people become emaciated,

Dirar foolishly desired to meet Mundhir at Dajnan, and

hopes were abundant.

By the Lord of the camels that are ambling towards lMina,
would that those who came out of the valley of a2l-Xudidayn

had remained doubtful.

Let Saa go, because both Sa®d and Mundhir are equal

when they tie their waist-wrappers for war against you.

If it were not for Abu Wahb, poems would have ascended

sadly to the height of al-Balga’.

We and those whe compose verses praising us are like

those who sell dates to the people of Khaybar,

Do not be like that sleeping man who dreams that he is

in the town of Kisra or in the town of Qaysar.

Do not be like that mother deprived of her child, who,
had her heart taken thought, would have been far from

being a bereaved mother.

And do not be like that sheep whose death was caused by
the pit which was dug by her own legs, though she did not

desire it to be her grave.

And do no:t be like the foolish man who sticks out his

chest, and is not afraid of a2 concealed arrow.

Do not feel proud wearing cotion, while the Nabateans
L d

wear short and fine clothes.

o o o o o
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Hassan b. Thabit 18
You ask about a tribe thet is noble, brave, brilliant

and courageous on the battle-field,

A reliable people who rejoice in good actions and

generosity, far-reaching and steady in misfortunes.

I told her that martyrdom was a joy and the pleasure of

the pardoning God, © Umam.

You must know that your good father Hamza was an

excellent Wazir to the Apostle of God.

The true God, the Iord of the throne, called him to a

paradise with which he is pleased and to joy.

That is what we hoped for and begged God that it would be

the best place of arrival for Hamza on the day of gathering}-

I swear by God thatv I will never forget you as long as
the ZXast wind blows, and I will weep when I am at home

or on a journey,

Over the lion of God who was our noble lord defending

Islam against every infidel.

Would that my remains and bones had been left there on
that day, so that hyenas and vultures might have come

upon me by turns.

I say, when the lamentation has risen because of his
death, may God give our brother and helper the best

reward.
WK W R H W E R H N H KWK
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Hassan b, Thabit 19

There are three who excelled in their preeminence;
their Tord will grant them an easy 1ife when they are

resurrected.,

They spent their 1life in this world without separation,

and they were buried together when they died.

There is no intelligent muslim who denies their

excellence when they are recalled to memory.

EXXEXHXK R AL LNHRNH
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Hassan b, Thabit g

My people are those who gave refuge to their Prophet,
and accepted him, while the irhabitants of the land were

disbelievers,

Except those chief men of tribes who were the predece-

ssors of the pious, and helpers with the Ansar;

Rejoicing in the gifts of God, they said, when a nobly

born and chosen one came to them:

You are most welcome in peace and ampleness of life,
how excellent is the Prophet, and the share of booty,

and the neighbour!

They lodged him in a house where he who was their guest

wagﬁot afraid., How excellent was that!

They (the Ansar ) shared their property with him when
they ( the Muhajirin ) came as emigrants, and the portion

of a denier is the fire (Hell).

We went forward and they went forward to Badr seeking
death. Fad they had true knowledge they would not have

gone forward.

He deceived and then betrayed them; the wicked man is

always a seducer of his companion.

And he said %o them:"I am your companion," Then he made
them to come to the worst of watering-places wherein is

misfortune and shame.

Then we met together, and they turned away from their
leaders, some of them geing to the high ground and some

of them to the low ground.
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Hassan b. Thabit 21

VWould that I knew that news came to Mecca of the infidels

that we killed in the battle.

We slew their chiefs beside their baggege, and they ret-

urned only with heavy loss.

Ve killed first Abd Jahl then ®Utba after him, and

shayba as well, in the battle,

How many noble, generous men did we kill, with an honour-

able genealogy among their people!

We left them for hyenas to come to by turns; they will be
roasted at a fire, and then sent into a deep hollow in

hell, .

because of their blasphemy against God, and the religion

remained upright, and they could not ask us for bloodmoney.

I swear by my life that the squadrons of a victorious man
were reduced to nothing, and they did not overcome on the

day when we met them at Badr,

EHXKHEHFREXERXXKH XX XXRXX
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Hassan b, Thabit 22

Cares increased and tears were flowing down abundantly,

when he was drowned in a flood of tears, from love for
C_.= N s . . . .

Sha~sha’ was soft and thin-bellied, with no impurity or

sickness in her.

Abandon Sha®sha’ since her love has become paltry, and
paltriness is the worst consummation that a lover can

have,

Go the Apostle and say: O best trusted by the believers

when mankind was directed on the right course,

Why were Sulaym called, when they were remote, before a

tribe who gave you shelter and helped you?

God called them Ansar because of their help to the right

religiox}{'«hen repeated fighting blazed up.

They exerted themselves in the way of God, bearing

nisfortunes patiently, and they did not recoil cowardlily

( from the battle ) and did not give up in disgust.

When the people gathered against us, we had no recourse

but swords and spears.,

We fought doggedly against the people, allowing none to
live, and we abandoned nothing that was revealed in the

Suras.

Our assembly did not shun the court-yard of the battle,

and we were flames when its fire blazed fiercely.
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And how many times at Badr d4id we repel the hypocrites
without their achieving their aims! and victory was

sent down among us.

We were your soldiers on that day of the battle in the
valley of Uhud when lMudar uselessly mustered their

peovle,

We did not weaken or retire like cowards, and they did
not know of anyone among us who stumbled, while most of

the people stumbled.
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Hassan b, Thabit 23

Did SUyayna think, when he visited it (al-Madina), that

he would destroy palaces in it?

You inspired your army with the desire of what was not,

and you said to them: "We will take many spoils.™

You disliked al-Madina when you came to it, and you found

that the lions there roared.

They turned back quickly as if with the wide stride of

ostriches, and did not examine a single abortive foetus.

The Apostle of the Sovereign was our amir. What a beloved

amir was sent to us!

An Apostle who was a luminous lamp; we rely upon whatever

revelation he receives,

KHEXEX XX K XKXXKXARXKX



il Jal L 5 S
;————-—:}—;-13'1*‘\35 % iy (5
e Wy Ll (s sl
)5.3___._.«a.llu'9-¢.,>wwl K
S pr——s & lae 5> 13
RTINS XTI
;9)————————5;:5(3015'-3-:#

D et _yeE el (o

100

V¢

<ol e Ol

eI L Ele S 5 dp e
L OF by T e 5550

da G byols bl e

e I}b‘.tﬁ | s o
WY G sl SI
JJUN—— P P | SRR VRN
e U G 2
LB b k5 o LI 5

e L E R X ]




101

el

(b ady ) Yao /) el o Gles Clws — )

( ahin ) T el G Qe Cles T

Yao /1ol oo Glas Oleo 0 @ amatd]l e Guisadi il
rRRUO:S | DU ¢

casly, o “Ul4?5155'Q1¢5g§%2%°pkgfkbuo'HJB

wal__Y

CUA, gsas Gl ais b ame s 5 i G boly o LRI s el )
telesa b e LRI

el edy B oy 151 Gepre il uy Bt (BB Zele @ panll ¥
gl 3 gl L et ¢ Ldlha AL dsla

- . JIJl et al tel el v

CAE e T Y

c O AR tees A

Thrd4dr+++++4



102

Hassan b. Thabit 24

O ny eye, shed your few remaining tears, and remember

in your easy life those who lie in their graves.

And remember the battle of Muta, and what occured there
on a day when they fled away after being defeated in

that battle ( which broke out at noon )

When they fled away and left Zayd there; how excellent

is the refuge of the poor and captive one!l

Him who was lived by the best of all mankind, the Lord of

men, whose love is found in men's hearts,

That Ahmad who has no equal; my grief and my gladness are

both for him,

Zayd had command of us, not a command of a deluded man

accused of lying.

Then shed, O my eye, abundant tears for the Khajraji who

was there a chief who was not niggardly.

We have been greatly affected by the news of his death

and we spend the night in grief not in joy.
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?assﬁn b. Thabit 25

Inform the pocor that happiness abandoned them with the

Prophet who turned away from them ( died ) at daybreak.

Who was he near whom were my saddle and riding-beast and
the provision for my family when they could not perceive

rain far off?

That was he whose companions never fear him when they

trip or stumble in their speech.,

He was the light and the illuminaticon and we followed him,

and he was, after God, our hearing and sight.

The day they hid him in a winding-sheet and buried him and

laid the clods of clay on him,

Would that God had not left anything of His creation and

had not left alive either female or male after him!

A11 the people of the Banu Najjar became humbled, and it

was a matter decreed by God.

The booty was distributed among all the people; they

scattered it among themselves openly and uselessly.

XK KX F XXX EXX,EHX¥
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Hassan b. Thabit 26

We helped the Apostle of God and the religion with force,
in spite of the rebellious people of Ma®dd and a large

tribe,

With sword-cuts the agitation of which is like the
scattering of urine of a pregnant she-camel, and
spear-thrusts ( that produce wounds ) like the mouths of

heat-dazed milch~camels.

Ask Uhud: When its valleys rose up, striking at us like

lions in their lairs,

Did we not face danger in the thick of the battle when

it was good to come to death between the armies?

We have struck the skulls of warriors clad in armour, and
our origin goes back to the stock of the victorious

family of Ghassan.

If it were not for the fear of God we should have said,

honouring the people at Khayfayn: Is there a contender?

Our living men are the best of those who walk on the
earth, and our dead are the best of these who are buried

in graves,
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Hassan b. Thabit 27

-

A painful night came to me in Yathrib, and care that

kept me awake when other people slept,

2 Because of the memory of a friend which provoked flowing
tears there; the cause of weeping is remembring a calamity,
and the death of a friend is a calamity; how many noble

men are afflicted thus but bear it patiently!

4 T have seen the best of the believers coming successively
to death, while I have been left behind with those whose

death was postponed,

5 May God bless those slain who died at Mu'ta one after

another, among whom was Dhu'l-Janahayn Ja“far,
.

6 And Zayd and CAbdullah when they all followed one another,

and causes of death( i.e. lances ) were guivering,

7 On that day when they departed with the believers, led

to death by the fortunate and bright-faced one —

8 Brilliant, like the brightness of the full moon, from the
tribe of Hashim, courageous and bold when the signs of

wrong appeared.

9 He fought with the lance until he died, propped on no

pillow on a battle~field in which spears were broken.

10 His reward was that of those who suffered martyrdon,

paradise and luxuriant green groves.,
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r ¢ - . - A .
We found Ja "far liyal {o Muhammad and a man of resolution
.

when he held command.

Islam has always had from the tribe of Hashim pillars

of an indestructible honour and a reason for boasting.

They are the mountain of Islam and all other people round
it are boulders compared with such a wonderful and lofty

mountain,

Difficulties are resolved by them in every hard fight

when things go hard for the people.

They are the friends of God who sent down His judgement
to them, for or against their actions, and among them

was the purified Book -

. C .
Great chiefs, among whom is Ja~rar, his mother's son

CA13, the chosen one Ahmad,

Hamza, al-CAbbas and chil; the sap of wood comes from

where 1t is squeezed.

HH KK F KX XERRXKXFE¥
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Hassan b. Thabit 28

1 The eminent headmen of Fihr and their brothers have
stated a conduct of 1life for the pecple which is to be
followed. |

2 ZEveryone, whose heart fears God, is satisfied with it

and with that decree which they have issued.

3 They are people who do harm to their enemy when they
fight, and when they intend the profit of their partisans,

they are profitable to them.

4 That is their natural disposition, not a new thing; truly

it is what is new in natures that is evil.

5 The people cannot patch up what their hands have spoiled
while defending themselves, and they cannot spoil what

they have patched up.

6 If the people ever contend together they are the winners,
or if they weigh themselves against glorious men they

weigh down the scale in generosity.

7 If there are among other people champions behind themn,

all precedence must follow the least precedence of those.

8 They do not withhold their favour from a servant, and

impurity does not attack them in their desires,

9 They do not ignore anyone, even if you desire them <o;

they are more capacious in their generous minds

10 They are chaste and their chastity is mentioned in the
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revelation; they do not covet anything, and covetousness

does not destroy them.

Prom how many friends of theirs did they receive
generosity, and how many vigorous enemies 4did they

mutilate .

They gave their obedience to the Prophet of the true
religion and piety, and their help to him did not

weaken, and they did not withdrcw it.

If he said to them: "Go forward!" they exerted their
utmost energy in it, and if he said: " Turn aside to us

for a whilel!" they stopped quietly.

They proceeded until the Christians and the Jews

followed their lead.

Take what they give you spontaneously when they are
angry, and do not concern yourself with that which is

forbidden by them.

In fighting against them, there is an evil in which is
m
#ixed colocynth and bitter aloes, so abandon hostility

towards them.

We raise ourselves high when the clutches of war come

to us, when the scattered groups submit to its claws.

They are nov Q@eased when they hit their enemy, and if

they are struck they are not weak and impatient.
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They are like 1ion§éf Bisha, having distorted ankles,

in battle when death is very near.

When we declare war on a tribe we do not walk slowly
towards them like the wild calf walking towards the

wild cow.

How noble is a nation whose leader is God's Apostle,

when desires and parties differ.

My praises were presented tc them by my heart which was
helped in what it desired by a distinguished and skiliful

tongue,

They surpass all living creatures, whether the people

talk seriously or jest,
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Hassan b, Thabit 29

Did the spring-abodes that had become waste places
abandoned by all their inhabitants excite a desire in
you for Umm al-¥alid?

Summer winds and heavy rain caused by Aquarius, with
rough and violently stirred clouds, pouring, have effaced

them,

Nothing remained but the fire-place round which were

lying supports for cooking-pots like pigeons.

Do not remember a house whose people are scattered by

distance, and the tribe separated by camels.

And say:" If there was a day at Uhud which a fool took into

account, the truth will spread.

All +the Banu Aws fcught on that day, and they obtained

a lofty reputaticn.

And the Banu al-Najja defended themselves and fought,

and none of them was anxious in the fight,

In front of the Apostle of God; they did not forsake
him, because he was a helper and a mediator for them

from their Tord.

They fulfilled their promise, when you, O Guraysh, did
not believe in your ILord, and a rebellious slave and an

obedient one are not egqual.

There were swords in their right hands when the war became

&
fierce; those lying on the ground were inevitably destgyed

A
by them,
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As they left Uthm3n and Sa®d buried, while the spears

were levelled,

And they left Ubayy lying on his pillow under the dust;
his shirt was soaked with blood, dead at the hand of the
Apostle of God, until the people were covered by the
dust that they had stirred up.

Those were my people, leaders of their chiefs, and

every nation has its leaders and chiefs.

It is through them that God makes us great when He does

so, even though there are critical affairs, O Quraysh.

If you remember the slain, ( remember that ) obedient
Hamza was among them, who was killed for the sake of
God; now his abode is in eternal paradise, and the decree

of Him who executes decrees is very swift,

And your slain are in Hell; the best thing that they are
given to f£ill +their bellies is hot water and bitter

thorn-fruit.

HFKFERK XK EXXLEHLX
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Hassan b. Thabit 30
O people are there means of defence against our

ineluctable fate? and can the easy life we had come back?

I remember an age which had passed, and my soul became

depressed and my eyes shed tears.

Deep affection reminded me of friends who were killed,
among them Nufay® and r3ri® and Sa®d; they have taken up
their abode in paradise, their homes have become desolate

and the earth is waste country uninhabited by them.

They were faithful to the Apostie on the day of Badr,
while the clouds of death and the bright swords were

over them.

He called them and truly they responded to him, and all

of them heard and obeyed him in every matter.

They remained united until they died — only wars can cut

the fixed terms ..

Because they hoped for his mediation on that day when no

one except the Prophet would be able to intercede.

And that was our misfortune, O best of all mankind; that
was the place where we suffered martyrdom for God's sake,

while death was abundant.

We took the first step towards you, and our successors

will follow what we first did in obedience 1o God.

We know that sovereignty belongs only to God and that the

decree of God is inescapable.

P R R I S o S o
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Hassan b, Thabit 34

Behold, God has vitalised a people for their gobd actions
and their help offered to the Merciful, the Lord of the

whole earth.

May my Lord destroy you, O CUtayba b, Malik, and procure

a deadly punishment for you before death!

You extended a hand with a shot against the Prophet, and
you shed the blood of his mouth; may your hand be severed

with swords!

Why not did you fear God, and that place you will have to go

to after a certain event.

He has been a disgrace to his people in life and ( he will

be ) a misfortune +to them on the day of Resurrection.

Who will apologise to me for ( the crime committed by ) the
servant of “Udhra after he has fallen into the intensely

dark and billowy sea,

RHFE XK YKKXXRERAAAX
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Hassan b. Thabit 32

What the matter with your eye that its tears do not

stop flowing down on your chest like locse pearls?

For Khubayb whose death was for the sake of God, and

who was not cowardly or unsteady when you met him,

0 Khubayb go, may God reward you with good and eternal

paradise in the company of the houris.

What would you say if the Prophet asked you-~ when the
pious angels were on the horizen; why did you kill the
martyr of God for a tyrant who ravaged the cities and

the roads?

O Abu Ihab, tell me your relation of the event; where is

the young gazelle adorned with pearls and silver?

Do not mention Abu Kuthayba when you are boasting,
otherwise you will exceed in stupidity, and do not mention
a great man, because treachery is a falling short;

a great man is fine of soul and character.

KKK K KKK XK KX XK XK
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Hassan b, Thabit 33

We remained beside the old shallow well for several
nights with a numerous well-equipped army, with
spacious kneeling~places for camels, with darkbay horses
all of whose middles were half of their bodies, slender

in the waist,tall, of high withers,

You see the roots of the annual thorny itrees being

uprooted by the feet of the swift running camels.,

When they depart from a place, you would think that it
was the traces of the encampment of the huge crowd of the

periodic fair.

We march and the gazelles can not escape safe from our
midst, even though they strive to run quickly away from

UsS.

They left the streamlets of Syria, from which they were
cut off by swords (which caused wounds ) like the mouths

of tied she-camels near to bringing forth,

In the hands of men who migrated to their God, and His

true helpers, and in the hands of Angels.

When they descend into Hawran from the sandy hills, tell

them: " That is not the way."

If we meet Furat b. Hayyan during our patrol and searching,

he will be hostage for one who dies.

And if we meet Qays b. Imru’al-Qays after him, we will make
his face even blacker.

Convey my message 10 Abd Sufyan, that he is the worst of

bandits.
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Hassan b, Thabit 34

Am I not the best of all Ma®add individually and
collectively, if they are all gathered togather and

counted?

A people all of whom were present at Badr with the Apostle,

and who were never remiss and never abandoned him,

They made a covenant with him and none of them broke it,

and there was nothing wrong in their belief,

( so it was ) on the day when vehement fighting occurred

in the valley of Uhud, like the heat of a fire blazing up,

And on the day of Dhu Qarad when he stirred up war with
them on excellent horses, and they did not shrink cowar——

dlily from the battle.

On the day of DhU'l-°Ushayra, with the Apostle, they

destroyed it with their cavalry armed with swords and

spears;

And on the day of Wadd@n they expelled its inhabitants,

prancing with their horses, until the rugged ground and

mountains stopped us.

( so it was ) on the night when they sought their enemy
for the sake of God, ( certain that ) God would reward

them for what they did.

In the raid on the day of Najd, when the Apostle was

with them, they obtained spoils and booty there;
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And that night at Hunayn they fought together with him,
and he gave them there to drink again the war that

they had fasted once,

In the raid on alaQéc, we scattered the enemy as camels

scatter before they reach the drinking-place;

And on the day of the pledge, they were people of the
pledge, ready to fight, and they were munificent to him

and never abandoned him;

And on the day of the raid of the conguest (of Mecca ),
they were among his army stationed on the enemy's

frontier, and they were not unsteady cr hasty;

And on the day of Xhaybar they were in his squadron,

every one of them a gallant man devoting himself to death,

Holding unsheathed swords which trembled in their right

hands, sometimes bent striking and sometimes straight.

( so it was ) on the day when the Apostle of God went
to Tabuk reckoning that God alone was sufficient, and

they were his first banners.

They were controllers of the war if a war seemed good to
them, so that advancing and reireating seemed good to

then,

Those people were the helpers of the Prophet and they
were my people; I belong to them when my lineage is

traced back.

They died@ honourably and their pledges were not brokens

Q

when they were killed they were killed for the sake of Go
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Hassan b. Thabit 35

Do you know the house whose traces, after you abandoned
it, have been effaced by clouds pouring down heavy and

continuous rain,

Between al-Saradih and Udmana and the channel of

al-Rawha in ha'il.

I asked her about that but she was unabvle to answer me
because she did not know what kind of answer should be

returned to the asking one.

Do not remember a house whose traces are effaced, and weep

over Hamza, the man of grace,
»

Who filled the bowls when a dusty wind blew violently

in the year of drought,
Who left a man with his comrade staggering on his spear,

Who confused the cavalry when they refrained from making

an attack, like a strong lion living in his thickets.

A man of good character among the heads of Hashim, who

did not argue with falsehood rather than truth.

Did not the hands of al-Wahshi, the murderer, become
dried up for a2 man who suffered martyrdom under your

lances?

A man was left on a sharpened spear that had a hard and

smooth head,
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The earth has sunk in darkness, and the light of the

rising moon is blackened because of his loss,

May God's Dblessings be upon you in a lofty paradise,

honoured by those who enter.

We always considered Hamza a safe-guard against every

misfortune that overtook us.

He was a great defender of Islam and he was never weak

or a deserter.

Do not be glad, 0 Hind, but let flow your tears —

shed the tears of a woman deprived of her child,

And weep over ®Utba when he ( Hamza ) cut him ( CUtba )

with his sword under the rising dust.

Having attacked your chiefs —— every haughty man whose

heart was stupid,

Hamza destroyed them, at the head of a tribe who walked

in suppie coats of mail.

On that day when Jibril, his helper, descended; how

excellent a helper of the attacking horsemen he was!
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Eassan b. Thabit 36

We were kings of the people before Muhammad, and when

Islam came, we had superiority.

God, there is no other god but He, honoured us in days

that have elapsed and have no equal,

With the victory of God and His Apostle and His religiomn;
and He bestowed on us a name that has spread abroad and

has no equal.

Those are my people, the best people of all, and my people

are worthy of everything that is counted good.

They increase with their generosity that of those who

have gone, and there was no lock on their generosity.

When they were asked a favour in their meeting-place,
they did not use bad language, and those who begged from

them found no miserliness in them,

If one of them bears the responsibility for a debt, he

pays the whole of his due in full, without defaulting.

Their neighbour /guest had his house on high ground among
them, and as long as he stayed with ws, he received honour

and generosity.

The one of them who speaks the truth is he who speaks
first, and their judgement is just, and their speech is

clear,

When they fight or are at peace, they cannot be compared
with anyone, because their fighting is fearful and their
peace is ease.

Amin al-tfuslimin, while he lived, and he whom the angels

washed clean of his impurity, both bslonged to us.
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