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Abstract

The name flukhadrimln/Mukhadramln is given to those Arabic poets
• •

who were born before Islam but continued to live and compose

during the Islamic period •. A portion of the surviving poetry

of these poets - specifically, the longer and most complete

poems that are believed to have been composed after the advent

of Islam by the most important of the poets generally designated

by this name - has been taken as the basis for a~ attempt to

compile a stylistic concordance. This particular body of work

is of a convenient size for such an attempt, and it has the added

advantage that the impact of Islam might be expected to have

affected it in certain common respects that would distinguish

it from pre-Islamic poetry. The IIIndex of descriptive words and

phrases ll , which forms the principal part of·this thesis, lists

the words and phrases used to refer to, and to describe, both

directly and metaphorically, the persons, objects, and other

phenomena that most commonly appear in what may be termed the

more IIconventional ll sections of these compositions, that is to

say, the very large proportion of lines in which the poets, like

all early Arabic poets, compose variations on certain conventional

themes.

The ultimate object must be, of course, to make such a concordance,

and indeed other kinds of concordances, for the whole of early

Arabic poetry. It will then be possible to say to what extent
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different periods can be distinguished from one another. The

"Index ll compiled here represents an experiment carried out on

a limited, and to some extent legitimately separable, portion

of an enormous corpus. It is to hoped that the process will

prove useful for wider application.

Texts of the poems are provided for reference; many of them

have been translated into English in the form in which they

appear in Ibn Hisham by A. Guilla~ but since the nlwans of

the individual poets - where these exist - often present fuller,

and variant, versions, and since it is sometimes possible to

produce a closer rendering than that of Guillaum~ new translations

are also offered here. Basic annotations and short biographies

of the poets are appended.

****************************
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Introduction

The chice of the longer Islamic poems (more specifically those

believed to have been vvritten after the advent of Islam, whether

or not they show any signs of Islamic influence) by the principal

poets generally categorised as MukhadrimI as the material for this
•

thesis was made for a number of reasons: first, it provided a body

of work of a convenient size, without the necessity of further

arbitrary limitation; secondly, it was comparatively unfamiliar;

thirdly, it might be thought, because of the very period of its

composition, to be more generally homogeneous than any other

selection that might be made from early Arabic poetry. As far as

this last point is concerned, the question of whether elements

can be detected in this poetry, other than the obvious Islamic

accretions, that are not to be found in pre-Islamic poetry will

have to wait for an answer until more intensive analysis of the

whole of early Arabic poetry has benn carried out. This, of course,

will be a far greater task. In the meantime, however, it is to be

hoped that the results presented in the IlIndex of descriptive

words and phrases" will indicate, among other things, that it is

worth while undertaking such classificatory exercises.

The IIIndex" is clearly the more important part of this thesis.

ml attemnt has been made in it to list the words and phrases used

to refer to, and to describe, both directly and metaphorically,

the persons, animals, objects, abstract notions, and phenomena
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that appear most reGularly in this body of poetry. Its scope could

doubtless have been extended, but a halt had to be called at some

point, and it will be a simple matter to enlarge it in future,

if this should seem desirable. As it stands, it is almost certainly

incomplete and contains errors; it was often difficult to decide

whether or not a particular expression should be included, and at

what length, where it belonged, and to what extent cross-references

~

were re~~red. It represents, however, an attemp~ -- not, it is

hoped, a valueless one -- to provide the basis for a rudimentary

stylistic concordance for a definite body of work.

No claim to originality is made for the texts of the poems as

presented here. Their inclusion is merely for the convenience of

the reader in that they provide a compendious point of reference

for the Index. They have been taken, without more critical

assessment than the selection of the variant readings that give

reasonable sense, from the published nlwans of the individual

poets and the other sources that are indicated in the notes. The

notes themselves have also been extracted from commentaries on

the poems, and where these are lacking, from Arabic dictionaries

and other relevant works of reference. They are intended to eluci-

date obscure words, and to determine, where possible, the occasions

on which individual poems were composed and to what they allud8.

It. was felt that translations of the poems should be provided,

e
despite the fac~ that many of them appear in GuillaumLs translation
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of Ibn Hishmn's sirat rasul Allah.------------------ The poems were taken, whenever

possible, from the Dlwans of the individual poets, and these, in

many cases, give a fuller version of the text than Ibn Hisham;

they also frequently disagree w.i th his readings. vlhere poems were

taken from Ibn Hisham, it often seemed possible to produce a more

fai thful rendering than G"l.illaume' s , It was felt that, in any case,

the presence of translations would facilitate the task of those

who use the Index. It is hoped that the text, no~es and translation

may together prove useful to students and others interested in

extending their acquaintance with early Arabic poetry. \'mile every

effort has, of course, been made to produce a rendering faithful

to the sense of the original, it must be confessed that obscurities

remain; it is sometimes impossible to be certain that the poet's

intention has been accurately represented, since the train of

thought displayed in the poem as we have it is far from clear.

I'mere the dictionaries and commentaries are at variance concerning

the meanings of words or phrases, alternative versions are provided.

The texts of poems preserved in the MUfaddali~at, which form an----TT--- "---

appendix, have not been provided with translations or notes; it was

felt that no substantial improvement could be made on the work of

c. J. Lyall, to which the reader is referred.

A check-list of poems which appear in Ibn Eisham is provided. The

firrt column indicates the number of the poem in the present work,

the second the page reference in Ibn Eisham, and the third that in
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Guillaur.'le ' s translation.

Thesis Ibn Eisham Guillaume

1 829 558
2 647 432
4 454 306
5 647 433
6 647 433
7 1022 795
8 1024 797
9 723 488

10 1026 690
11 738 . 498
13 524 347
14 711 479
15 523 347
17 302 206
20 474 320
21 525 348
22 884 781
23 724 489
25 1025 689
27 799 537
28 936 630
29 620 412
30 711 480
31 572 380
32 644 430
33 667 448
34 929 624

35 629 418
36 930 625

37 617 408
38 620 415
39 522 345
40 931 626

41 936 785
43 522 345

44. 613 405
tt

45 528 350
46 704 473
4g 618 LtOq
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Thesis Ibn Hisham Guillame

50 630 419
51 707 476
52 773 770
53 658 441
54 520 344
57 724 489
58 613 405
60 706 475
61 870 587
62 622 759
65 799 538
66 624 414
67 634 423
68 527 350
81 858 577
82 660-61 444
83 660 443,

836 56384
85 850 572
86 862 581
87 864 582
88 863 369
89 859 578
90 881 595
91 860 579
92 861 580
93 859 577
95 832 775
96 864 583
97 843 568
98 898 601

99 888 597
100 -889 598
101 831 560
102 876 591
103 888 598
104 857 576
105 255 724

***************************
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•-----------------

Hassan b. Thabit b. Mundhir was born about the year 563,
•

and brought up at al-Madina. He belonged to the tribe of

al-Khazraj, who were among the Ansar; his father Thabit
•

and his grandfather Mundhir were chiefs of their people

and leaders of the tribes of Aws and Khazraj.

He is said to have died at the age of 120 years, and his

life was equally divided between the Jahiliyya and Islam.

Unlike the majority of his contemporaries, Hassan was an
•

urban poet; he attained an exalted position at the courts of

al-Rira and Ghassan. He praised the princes of these courts
•

in a number of odes and received valuable gifts from them;

tbes gifts did not cease when he became a Muslim and

no longer composed verses in their honour.

Hassan was probably about 50 years of age when Muhammad
• •

arrived in al-Madina. His brother Aws is listed among the

earlier converts to Islam, and Cuthm~~ was paired with

him as his immigrant brother.
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After embracing Islam, he became one of the Prophet's most

prominent poets, and employed his talents on behalf of Islam.

His poetic support was particulerly welcome after the siege

of al-r·ladina, when that of Kaca b. Ealik and cAbdullah b.

Rawaha seemed to have been inadequate •
•

Because of his advanced age Hassan took no part in the
•

actual fighting, he fought with a keener weapon than the

sword, the weapon of words. In the year 9/630 a great

deputation from the tribe of Tamlm appeared at al-Madina,

and a contest in verse is said to have taken place in the

presence of the Prophet, between al-Zabarqan b. Badr, a poet

and chief of Tamlm, and Hassan. He recited poetry on behalf
•

of the Prophet and in defence of Islam until Tamlm declared

themselves overcome by his superior talent, and accepted

Islam.

The greatest event in the history of early Islam was

naturally the conquest of Eecca, which is described in the

Quran as a l! Great victory I! .The 110rd TnJictory" r orms the

keynote of a long poem by Hassan composed in honour of

the event.
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To Muhammad the services of Hassan were invaluable in
•

replying to the hija' of the tL~believing poets. He satirised

the leaders of the Quraysh, and accused them and other

unfriendly tribes of treachery and dishonesty; he reminded

them of their defeats and the destruction of their leaders

in the wars against the Prophet. He elegized the individual

Muslims who fell in the wars, and, of course, the Prophet,

when he died. His most notable service to Islam, as

mentioned above, was the conversion of Tamlm. The Prophet

rewarded his services with the double gift of an estate and

a wife named SIrln who came from Egypt in the year 6 or 7,

and became the mother of his son cAbdal-Ea~~an. His poetic

career seems to have ended with the death of the Prophet.

***************************
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Hassan be Thabit
• 1

1 - - c -' c-The traces of Dhat al-Asabi , al-Jiwa , and Adhra' are
•

obliterated, and their dwellings are empty.

2 The encampments of the Banu al-Hashas are deserted and
• •

their traces have been efraced by the strong wind and

rain.

3 There used always to be a friend there and on their

pasture-land there used to be camels and sheep.

4 Leave this! But who is responsible for that spectre

which makes me sleepless when the evening has gone?

5 Shacsha', who has enslaved him, so that his heart canr~ot

be cured of her.

6 As if there were a hidden thing of Bayt Ra's (wine)
7

mingled with honey and water on her teeth, or the taste

of a fresh apple which has been carefully plucked

8 If other drir~s are ever mentioned, they are inferior to

good wine.

9 We shift the blame to it if W~ suffer pain, when there

are detractors or revilers present.

10 We drink it, and it makes us kings and lions; the encounter

does not overtire us.

11 May we lose our horses, if you do not see them raising

the dust while going to their meeting-place Kida',

12 Opposing the spear-heads, inclining to either side, with

the thirsty lances on their shoulders.
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13 Our fleet horses always go fast, with the women flapping

them with their coveringso

14 If you oppose us we will perform the cUmr a, and the

victory will fall to our side and the cover will be

removed ( the truth will appear ).

15 If not, you must wait for that hard day when God helps

those whom He wishes.

16 And God said: I smoothed the way for an army the

Ansar, whose intention was to meet God / fight a battle •
•

17 Every day we get fighting, or insult, or satire from

Macadd.

18 We give our decision in verses against those who satirise

us, and we strike them until they are stained with blood.

19 And God said: I have sent a servant who tells the truth,

if experience profits you.

20 I witnessed to him and my people believed in him, and you

said: We will not respond to him and we do not wish to

do it,

21 And Jibril, the loyal messenger of God, is among us and

the Holy spirit, who has no equal.

22 Convey my message to Abu SUfyan: You a~e faint-hearted,

a coward and poltroon.

23 You satirised MQ~ammad~ ~~d I replied on his behalf. God.
will give me a reward for that.
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24 Will you satirise him, when you are not his equal? your

evil overweighs your good.

25 You have satirised the blessed, pious and sincere man

who is the trusted one of God, and whose nature is

loyalty.

26 Are those of you who satirise God's Apostle equal to

these who praise him and those who help him?

27 My father and my grandfather and my honour are protection

for the honour of Muhamnlad against you •
•

28 If the Banu Lurayy strike JUdhayma, their killing is a

remedy.

29 Tbose are a people who have helped others against us,

and their blood is in our fingernails.

30 The confederates of aI-Hirth Ibn AbI Dirar and of Qurayza

are safe from us.
• • •

31 My tongue is a sharp sword in which there is no defect,

and my sea cannot be made turbid by one small bucket.

*****************
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• 2

1 May God revile T ;' .;;. for their blood cannot requite us.LJ~l1Yan ,
•

for those who »tes:e killed by treachery"

2 They killed the day of .~C noble honest andon RaJl a man, an

true friend.

3 If they had all been killed on the day ofRajIC in

retaliation for Dhufl-Dabr(cAsim), they would not suffice
•

for him

4 A slain man whom the bees round their dwellings protected,

among people of obvious blasphemy and hypocrisy.

5 Lihyan killed one more generous than they, and after him
•

they sold Khubayb for a trifle.

6 Fie on Lihyan in all circumstances! Their remembrance in

the memory is the worst dispraise of them

7 A mean tribe accused of treachery and blameworthy actions,

and their blameworthy actions were not committed in secrecy.

8 If they were killed, their blood would not pay for him;

but the murder of murderers is my remedy.

9 If I do not die I shall terrify Hudhayl with a raid, like

the morning-cloud that brings rain,

10 Ey the command of the Apostle of God, whose command is the

only command to be enforced, and the calamities of time

will frighten Lihyan with arwihilation•
•

11 And a people at al··RajI C will seem like the kids of goats

which are not warm.
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Hassan b. Thabit 3
•

1 Will the obliterated traces of a desolate land reply to

one who asks about them?

2 A bare desert, the traces of which have been obliterated

by the heavy rain of clouds and the blowing of the winds

of the elevated land covered with plants.

3 I saw there inhabited houses which were embellished by

those of good repute and conspicuous ancestral claims.

4 Leave the houses and do not remember every fair beloved

who had good rounded breasts and was sweet in conversation.

5 And complain to God of anxieties and of what you have seen

from a gathered, angry people.

6 They proposed to fight against the Prophet and they

collected the people of the villages and the nomads of

the desert.

7 An army in which were CUyayna and Ibn Harb, with the
•

horses of the confederates, very angry.

8 Until when they reached al-Madina and wished to kill the

the Prophet and to take spoils,

9 And they took the field against us with their great power,

they were repulsed in spite of their anger.

10 By the blowing of a violent ~lind, which scattered their

host, and by the army of your Lord who is the Master of

Lords.
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11 And God sut'fi.ced the believers in thelr i'ighti.:n.E, and

He rewarded them well in payment.

12 After they had despaired, they were revived by an

ordinance sent down by our Generous Sovereign.

13
14

God cooled the eyes of Muha~ad and his companions,
•

and humbled every suspicious unbeliever who put on the

undergarment of unbelief; unbelief is not clean of clothes.

15 May distress hold fast their hearts, and may it incline

them to unbelief until the end of the time.

**************
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Hassan b. Thabit 4
•

1 Did you know the encampment of Zaynab on the heaps of sand,

like a line of ~Triting on new parcr~ent?

2 The winds and every black cloud pouring down its

continuous rain have erased it.

3 Its traces have been worn away and have become a desert

after being the dwelling of the beloved.

4 Cease to remember them every day and restore the heat

of the distressea. and broken heart.

5 And give us true information not false news, about that
6

in whf.ch there is no disgrace, and about the good fortune

that the Sovereign made for us among the polytheists on

the day of :sadr.

7 On the day when their collected army, whose colTh~s

appeared at s~~set, was like Rira' •
•

8 We encountered them with a army composed of young and

old people like the lions of the forest.

9 In front of Muhammad, defending him against his enemies
•

in the clouds of dust of war.

10 There were in their hands sharp cutting swords, and well-

proven shafts all having compact and hard knots.

11 The Bann al-Aws, the chiefs, were assisted by the :Sann

aI-Najjar in embracing the strong religion.
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12 We left Abu Jahl and cUt ba lying on the ground.

13 ~~d we left Shayba among noble-born men who have a knovm

and honourable pedigree.

14 When we thre\'! them in groups into the ditch, the Apostle

15 of God called them saying: " Have you not found that

I spoke the truth? and the decree of God seizes hearts?"

16 They did not speak and if they had spoken they would

have said: II You spoke rightly and you wer-e right in

your opinion. 1t

**.;(.****~.**~-****
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Hassan b. Thabit 5
•

1 By God, Hudhayl does not know if the water of Zamzam is

pure or polluted.

2 When they performed the cUmr a and Hajj they were not
•

lucky at al-Hajjarayn or al-Masca•
•

3 But al-RajIC was a halting-place for them where obvious

meanness and vices were.

4 They were like excited goats in al-Hijaz, at the houses
•

in the evening.

5 They allured Khubayb by their compact, and what a bad

agreement was their false treaty:

6 They have a clitoris the lips of the vulva of which seize

tightly whatever comes to it and whatever pierces through.

7 cAli used to lead and defend them; they lived and they had

no hearts.

****************
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Hassan b. Thabit 6
•

1 May the blessings of God De upon those who came one

after another on the day of al-TIajIC

there and granted their reward.

they were honoured

2 Marthad was the chief of the squadron and both Ibn al-

Bukayr and Khubayb were their Amirs.

3 And al-cAsim, who was killed by their dung-heap jaded
•

camels, gained glory. Indeed he gained much.

4 He made it impossible for the gallant warriors to reach

his back, and fought steadily. Indeed he was an excellent

fighter.

5 And a son of Tariq and Ibn J)atrlna, whos e written death
•

encountered him there, were among them too.

***************
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1 There are traces and a conspicuous meeting-place of the

Apostle in Taybao Traces may be effaced and perish,
•

2 But the signs of the holy house with the pulpit of the

guide who used to ascend it will not be effaced.

3 There are clear signs and remaining way-marks, and an

abode of his, where are a mosque and a place of prayer.

4 There are rooms in the midst of which a light from God

used to come do~~, shining with a bright flame

5 The well-know:~ places whose signs can never be blotted

out; if they are worn then they are renewed.

6 I recognised there the traces of the Apostle and of his

time, and a grave in which he was concealed by its digger.

7 I remained there weeping over the Apostle; mankind and the

Jinn alike assisted in weeping over his death.

8 They reminded us of the favours of the Apostle, and I
9

myself could not count them because my soul became

perplexed and distressed. The loss of A~~ad emaciated it
•

while it.was recounting the favours of the Apostle.

10 The tenth part of everything had not been reached, but my

soul had already enough to grieve over.

11 It stood fo~ as long as it could beside the remains of

the grave in which Ahmad ..ras buried and its eyes were
•

shedding tears.
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12 May you be blessed, 0 grave of the Apostle~ and may that

city be blessed where the rightly gUided one stayed in

his li:fe!

13 And many your tomb be blessed that it contains a good

man! over it is a bUilding of thin slabs set in order.

14 Hands were pouring sand and eyes were shedding tears
v,

upon it and the ten good stars sJrely set at this event.

15 They buried forbearance, knowledge and mercy on that

evening when they left him without a pillow and hid him

in softened ground.

16 They went with grief, :for their Prophet was not among

them, and their backs and arms seemed without strength.

17 They were weeping over him for whose death-day the

heavens and the earth cry; human beings are even more

sor-r-owf'u.L,

18 Has the misfortune of any death ~ver equalled that of

the day when Muhammad died?
•

19 The recipient of revelation was cut off froID them on

that day, and he had the possessor of light that set

and rose,

20 GUiding to the Merciful those who imitated him, and

rescuing them from terrible punishments, and leading them

aright.

21 He was an Imam to them, leading to the truth, exerting

o t h lOf +- b d n°himself, and a SJ.ncere eac er; triey 0 eye ..:.lID,

they would be made happy.
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22 He was forgiving of erroT t and he would accept men's

excuses; if they behave well~ God vTould be most bountiful

with good.

r
23 If they were ove~aken by any problem which they could not

bea, he smoothed the way of their difficulty.

24 ~~ile they were enjoying the grace of God, there was in

their midst a guide by whose guidance they were directed

to a clear path.

'25 It was very hard to him that they should go astray

from the right path, and it was his desire that they

should always be righteous, and should fo11ow the right

way.

26 Compassionate to them, he would not incline his wings

in any direction; he was affectionate towards them and

used to smooth their way.

27 vfuile they were enjoying that light, suddenly an arrow

of death penetrated deeply into their light.

28 He became much praised, returning to God; the true

angels wept over him and he was praised.

29 The holy city became a waste place, because of the

absence of the revelation that it had had.

30 A desolate land, except for the habitation of the grave

in which our lamented one had alighted, whom Balat and
•

Gharqad weep over.

31 His mosque t and his empty space where he used to stand

and sit dovrn became deserted places because of his death.



42

32 Near the great stoning-place his houses, courtyards,

spring-encampment and birth-place became desolate.

33 0 eye, shed tears over the Apostle of God. I do not

know whether your tears will ever be dried.

34 Why do you not weep over the possessor of that grace,

the train of which covered mankind.

35 Shed abundant tears over him and weep loudly for the
death of him whose equal will not be found in this world.

36 Those who passed away before never lost the like of

Muhammad and no one like him will be lost till the last
•

day of the world. ( no-one has been or will be lost)

37 More chaste than him or more faithful to one obligation

after another, or more approachable for favours,

without finding them burdensome;

38 Or more lavish with his new and old wealth, when even

a generous man becomes niggardly of that which he

possessed by inheritance;

39 Or nobler of reputation among the people of the houses,

when his genealogy was traced back, or nobler with regard

to his AbtahI ancestor,and a ruler;
• •

40 Or more powerful and established in superiority, like lofty

plastered pillars of honour;

41 Or firmer of root and branch and wood which were fed by

the rain-clouds so that the wood became pliant and

slender.
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42 The glorious master brought him up as a child, and his

perfection was completed in the most noble way.

43 The precepts to the Muslims were accomplished at his

hands; science was not witrilleld and judgement was not

put aside.

44 I speak, and what I say cannot be criticized by anyone

of the people but those who are of poor intellect.

45 l'1y desire does not abstain from saying verses in his

praise, hoping that I may remain in paradise for ever for

doing so.

46 I hope that I will surely be given the protection of

the chosen one there, and in order to get it on that day

I will strenuously exert my utmost endeavours.

***-l<-***********
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Hassan be Thabit 8
•

1 Vhat is the matter with my eye that it does not sleep,

as though its interior angles had been anointed with the

collyrium of a blear-eyed man?

2 In grief for that leader of Islam who has died. a best

of those who walk on the earth, do not-be far off from
us!

3 The pity of it! would that my sides might keep the dust

away from you! would that I had been concealed before

-cyou in Eaqi al-Gharqad!

4- Can I remain after you in al-Hadina among them? alas,

would that I had not been born!

5 I swear by my father and mother that he whose death I

watched on monday was the true Prophet.

6 After his death, I was turning my head to right and left

in bewilderment. Would that I had been given the poison

of a large snake to drink!

7 Or may the decree of God come to us quickly, today at

night or tomorrow!

8 Our hour will come, and we will meet a good man of noble

origin and of pure nature.

f' A . b9 0 first-born of blessed memory 0__~lna, you were orn

of a virtuous woman with the most auspicious omens,

10 As a light that illuminated all the world; those who

were guided to that blessed light were rightly guided.
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11 0 Lord, gather us and our Prophet in a garden that will

turn aside the eyes of the envious--

12 In the garden of paradise. 0 great, high and powerful

God, set it aside for us!

13 I swear by God that I will never hear of the death of

a man throughout my life, but that I will weep over the

Prophet Muhammad •
•

14 Oh, how unhappy were the Helpers of the Prophet and his

kindered, after he had been concealed in the midst of

the grave!

15 The land became straitened for the Helpers, and their

faces became black like the colour of antimony.

16 We begot him and his grave is among us, and we did not

deny the great favours that he offered us.

17 God granted us honour through him and guided his Helpers

through him in every hour of presence.

18 Nay God, those who encompass His throne, and the pious,

pray for the blessed Ar~ad•
•

19 The Christians and Jews of Yathrib rejoiced, when he

was hidden in the grave.

******************
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Hassan b. Thaoit
• 9

1 Did our declaration of peace on that day when al-MiQdad's

horsemen came make the children of al-Laqita happy?
•

2 We were eight, and they were a numerous and clamorous

army, but they were driven away by our lances and scattered.

3 By God, if what the frogs of the horses' hooves suffered
4

from having been led to the south valley of Saya yesterday

had not ruined their feet and a day of being led and of

charging had not harmed their backs,

5 They would have met you, carrying men all of whom were

fully-equipped, defenders of truth, noble in ancestry.

6 We were of the company who followed you when you were

hurling away the bridles of every excellent horse.

7 Nay, by the Lord of the camels that go to Mina, and the

men that travel over the lofty peaks of the mountains,

8 (We will fight against you ) until we have caused our

horses urinate in your courtyards, and have returned with

your women and your children,

9 Being proud with all the young camels and swift full-blood

horses that turn s,~iftly on every battle-field and in

every valley.

10 So our~xcellent horses are fed on milk, when the fire of

war is stirred by the wind of morning.
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11 And our swords of white steel cut through steel armour

and the heads of dauntless warriors.

12 God put obstacles in their way, for the sake of His

holy shrine and for the sake of His glory.

13 They were enjoying a pleas~nt life in their dwellings,

but on the days of Lhu Qarad their faces were changed

into those of slaves.

****************
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Hassan b. Thabit 10
•

1 I have taken a true oath without any deceit or falsehood.

2 By God, no woman ever conceived or brought forth a child

like the Prophet, the Apostle of mercy, the guiding one.

3 And no one ever walked 011 the surface of the earth, more
4

faithful to a compact with a neighbour or to a promise,

than him who was a light which illuminated, blessed in his

mission, the possessor of resolution and right guidence,

5 Vindicating all previous prophets, and most generous of

people in giving favours to any who asked.

6 0 best of mankind, I was in a rUllning river and I have

become like a solitary thirsty man.

7 Your wives have emptied the tents and have not fastened

the pegs at the sides of the tents,

8 Like nuns they have put on hair-shirts, and they are

certain of evident misfortUlle after having been in

prosperity.

************
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•

1 The mixed crow~s, of men had become powerful and

numerous, and al-FurayCa was rejected / became the chief.

2 The people of Muzayna came here from a great distance to

expel me from the tents of Muzayna, while my people

were a burden to you.

3 They were attacking me secretly in time of peace with words

as though I was nothing.

4 The mother of that man with whom I contended was deprived

of him, or he was caught in the claws of the lion.

5
6

On a day when the north wind blows violently, and the

sea rises high, casting foam on the shore, it is not more

overwhelming than I when you see me burst out in anger

like a cloud carrying hail.

7 There will be neither blood-money nor revenge for the

dead man whom I take early in the morning.

8 Tell cUbayd that I have left for him the best things

that parents leave for their child.

9 The houses are central and the palm-trees are very near

and the white swords strut in E~JPt~an cloths like a

striped garment.

10 But as for the Quraysh, I will not leave them until they

come back to the straight way from the wrong courses,
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11 Abandon al-Lat and al-cUzza, prostrate themselves

before the eternal Creator,

12 And bear witness that what the Apostle said to them

is true, and fulfil their promise to the one God.

************
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Hassan b. Thabit 12
•

1 By God my Lord, we will not abandon a noble man, chaste

and noble in ancestry.

2 Honoured, who calls us to the Supreme Lord, giver of

sincere advice and the supporter of the pillars(of Islam).

3 Like the new moon, blessed, merciful, of a forbearing

nature and a visitor of the sick.

4 If you abandon him, my Lord is powerful and will cease

His favours given bountifully to you.

5 By God my Lord, we will never abandon him; otherwise

there is no hope for a liieto come.

6 We do not desire any Lord as a helper except God until

the day of resurrection arrives.

***************
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Hassan b. Thabit 13
•

1 Those who were clothed with soft

him who possessed a fiIm nature,

not a coward ,

4-
0f

· 1 Idbcoav/~~al~ were e y

foremost in fighting,

2 I mean the Apostle of God, because God made him superior

to all mankind in piety and generosity.

3 You thought that you would protect your family, and that

the water of Eadr was beyond our reach.

4 Then we reached it, not affected by what you said, so

that we quenched our thirst with no small draught.

5 The Apostle is among us and the truth that we follow as

long as we are alive, and there is unlimited victory for

us.

6 He embarks fearlessly upon what is terrible, and he rides

on the way that they have cut, when the warriors defend

their chiefs.

7 He is faithful to his promise, brave, a bright star from

which light is obtained, a full moon for eve-r:y glorious

mans>

8 A blessed one whose face is like the light of full moon.

Whatever he says is an irreversible decree of God.

9 They lay hold UDon a strong extended, unbreakable rope

of God..

****************
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• 14

1 From our eyes tears flowed abundantly, and it was incumbent

upon my eye to shed more tears over Sacd,

2 A slain man who died in battle = eyes were painfully

affected by his death, pouring tears and in continuous

pain --

3 In defence of the religion of God, an heir of paradise

with the other martyrs. How fine was its ( the religion's)

delegationl

4 Though you left us without your love and you went into

the dust of the dark grave, 0 Sacd,

5 You are the one who has returned ( to God) with a noble

martyrdom and clothes of noble qualities and praise,

6 And with your jUdgement concerning the two tribes of

Qurayza according to what God decreed concerning them,
•

not according to your o\~ decree.

7 Your judgement on them coincided with the judgement of

God, and you did not forgive when you were reminded of

the agreement.

8 If the vlcissitudes of time have caused you to enter

among those who sold this world in exchange for His

eternal paradise,

9 How excellent is the place to which the righteous go when

they are called to God for regard and concern.

******************
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•

1 The Quraysh knew on the day of Badr, the day of

captivity and hard killing,

2 That we were the lions of war on the day of Abu al-vlalld

when the spears were confused.

3 We killed the two sons of Rabica on the day when they

marched to us in strong coats of mail.

4 Hakim fled there on the day when the Banu aI-Najjar
•
happened on them like lions.

5 The troops of Fihr turned back at that, and al-Huwayrith
•

~

a bandoned them afar off.
~

6 You found shame and swift humiliation that would last

for ever under the neck-vein.

7 All the people turned away together, and they did not

feel an inclination for ancient lineage.

****************



73
11 ~t· 'k>• lX U

~,...-----:;.~ W I ~)' I ~ oJ.7

Jr--~' t5' J'. I) ~ ~~ J

;;__;;» WI L. .~ I <j~~ ;;

~,..--_.~'. l:J I cjs- J.,~ ~

~r---~t; l;l} ~ l.fr I.'; I u

...,...---.;;» "11~ 0.-r--:.rJ k:.-~ -'

~,..__c L;J I~ 1'-:-'r-oJ is' is

(

\ -

r

o

++++++++++++++



. r: fl ' ~
(f' x 0

. :t ,t r~' . ~fi):

)
- - 't V\ -f ~

· : (t" ~ .r. L • ':t • ~ ~
'r: ;\ -

I) 'j7 r~, G, V\ V\ • r '-L: <:» . ~
... L ~. '-. L r· f ~'. - [.

. ("2.- Go. ~ t x 'b. e ~ ~ ~
~l> • C -z V\ ,- ~ 0 ~

~: 1- ~' (L: ~l (~ ·l ~.-- ~ :: ,t
(' - ,$ 'L t l \.0 -. ~ \D~". .. t ~

L.~ '1. '- t .. fJ:-.... c- l:, <;»

~. \P, E~:' ,:.. - ~ ~ -;- ~ r
O

r ~r; :;
It" - <>., ~_ v- ~~. )\() ~

:. (. - r . \.f. • C ~ .
<r.' - 0 • ~, [ \i> L. C' - t·· ~. c..:. <;» J\... F' ~ - {, , .. <; L \J; -J

- ("rl - • • - ,{ l - .p... ,F: t ~ ~ ,g; L; L _ ~ .~ f: ~. L ~
~ ~ l:. \[: . lfi E 1- e ~.. r -~. ~ ~

t· <i' - - ~ (: f' - v l t ~~ 1-'" ~ c-
~.1 ~~, ~,[~ t·.["·:~ L t ~:: f
~,~ G _} ~ ~ e'. ~ ~ r: ~~, . . . - ~ \.0 - [: [:
C c.,· a: ~ 'L ~. •.;,.:.. - .r· 1 -:t,., L. 1: ~ l' G r; r;
\. Y • •• " • J., 1\1 c- I ~

• ~~. L .f f~ e.: • 'r.. I .. l' ~. ~.
'- , •• il. \ \i. - ~. ~ ,
y.' • (. L ", -:t.... \. C: I C: (.
57 ~ \';.,~ l ~ f: ~ c., ~ ~ [~ r 'ff

r , l _ _ ,r ¥ . E v '~. _.r v -
.. 't - L • f L e - \.0- ~ ,p- .. L." \) c. - .. .• -. .• c- .. , P" C: C:

'F1. (lq t t!i: 'r ~: ~ } f [ f n 1; t ~ 1 1 ~
I I I I I I I I I I I I ~ i I~ '-- '[
---.1> > -< --' 0 "" -1 -t - - -
-1--1.... I I I

-1 ~



75

Hassan b. Thabit 16
•

1 You asked the Quraysh and they did not lie; now you

must ask Wahwah and Abu cAmi r,
• •

2 What kind of lineage Hassan possesses among his people •
•

The questioner is not like him who has full knowledge.

3 If they told the truth, they would inform you that we

were honourable and victorious.

4 And that we were sWift-running horses in the battle-

field, and that we repelled the swords of the haughty

and licentious warriors.

5 I inherited good actions and §enerosity and nobility

from my ancestors,

6 And responsibility for bloodwits, the obligation to

release captives, and taking pride in a splendid origin,

7 With horses all of which were strong and hard-hoofed,

and swords all of which were bright and sharp-edged,

8 And with wide bright swords which were like a pond, and

bent with their length to the sinews of the arms.

9 With them we remove the lives of armed men, when the

light of morning appears to the eyes.

10 When the people contend together in their aims, you

will find al-ZibcarI at the back.
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11 And he does not treat the falterer in the midst of his

meeting-place like the warlike eloquent poet.

12 How could a speechless man show hatred to me, who was

traced back to a forlorn adoptive man?

13 ~mat a bad orator he is, and what a excellent servant

he is, and very slow in bringing the cooking pot to

those who have already slaughtered beasts for him.

******************
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Hassan b. Thabit 17
•

1 You cannot be compared with cAmr and with the man

Mundhir when the steeds of the people become emaciated.

2 Dirar foolishly desired to meet Mundhir at Dajnan, and
• •
hopes were abundant.

3 By the Lord of the camels that are ambling towards Mina,

would that those who came out of the valley of al-KudIdayn

had remained doubtful.

4 Let Bacd go, because both Bacd and Mundhir are equal

when they tie their waist-wrappers for war against you.

5 If it were not for Abu Wahb, poems would have ascended

sadly to the height of al-Balqa,.

6 We and those who compose verses praising us are like

those who sell dates to the people of Khaybar.

7 Do not be like that sleeping man who dreams that he is

in the town of Kisra or in the town of Qaysar.

8 Do not be like that mother deprived of her child, who,

had her heart taken thought, would have been far from

being a bereaved mother.

9 And do not be like that sheep whose death was caused by

the pit which was dug by her own legs, though she did not

desire it to be her grave.

10 And do not be like the foolish man who sticks out his

chest, and is not afraid of a concealed arrow.

11 Do not feel proud wearing cotton, while the Nabateans
•

wear short and fine clothes.

*****************
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1 You ask about a tribe that is noble, brave, brilliant

and courageous on the battle-field,

2 A reliable people who rejoice in good actions and

generosity, far-reaching and steady in misfortunes.

3 I told her that martyrdom was a joy and the pleasure of

the pardoning God, 0 Umam.

4 You must know that your good father Hamza was an
•

excellent Wazir to the Apostle of God.

5 The true God, the Lord of the throne, called him to a

paradise with which he is pleased and to joy.

6 That is what we hoped for and begged God that it would be

the best place of arrival for Hamza on the day of gathering•
•

7 I swear by God that I will never forget you as long as

the East wind blOWS, and I will weep when I am at home

or on a journey,

8 Over the lion of God who was our noble lord defending

Islam against every infidel.

9 Would that my remains and bones had been left there on

that day, so that hyenas and vultures might have come

upon me by turns.

10 I say, when the lamentation has risen because of his

death, may God give our brother and helper the best

reward.
*****************
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Hassan b. Thabit 19
•

1 There are three who excelled in their preeminence;

their Lord will grant them an easy life when they are

resurrected.

2 They spent their life in this world without separation,

and they were buried together when they died.

3 There is no intelligent muslim who denies their

excellence when they are recalled to memory.

****************
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Hassan b. Thabit
• 20

1 My people are those who gave refuge to their Prophet,

and accepted him, while the inhabitants of the land were

disbelievers,

2 Except those chief men of tribes who were the predece-

ssors of the pious, and helpers with the Ansar;
•

3 Rejoicing in the gifts of God, they said, when a nobly

born and chosen one came to them:

4 You are most welcome in peace and ampleness of life.

how excellent is the Prophet, and the share of booty,

and the neighbour:

5 They lodged him in a house where he who was their guest

wa~ot afraid. How excellent was that!

6 They (the Ansar ) shared their property with him when
•

they ( the Muhajirln ) came as emigrants, and the portion

of a denier is the fire (Hell).

7 We went forward and they went forward to Badr seeking

death. Had they had true knowledge they would not have

gone forward.

8 He deceived and then betrayed them; the wicked man is

always a seducer of his companion.

9 And he said to them:"I am your companion." Then he made

them to COF-e to the worst of watering-places wherein is

misfort~~e and shame.

10 Then we met together, and they turned away from their

leaders, some of them going to the high ground and some

of them to the low ground.
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•

1 Would that I knew that news came to Mecca of the infidels

that we killed in the battle.

2 We slew their chiefs beside their baggege, and they ret-

umed only with heavy loss.

3 We killed first Abu Jahl then cut ba after him, and

shayba as well, in the battle.

4 How many noble, generous men did we kill, with an honour-

able genealogy among their people!

5 We left them for hyenas to come to by turns; they will be

roasted at a fire, and then sent into a deep hollow in

hell, .

6 because of their blasphemy against God, and the religion

remained upright, and they could not ask us for bloodmone~

7 I swear by my life that the squadrons of a victorious man

were reduced to nothing, and they did not overcome on the

day when we met them at Badr.

********************
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Hassan b. Thabit 22
•

1 Cares increased and tears were flowing down abundantly,
2

when he was dro~rned in a flood of tears, from love for

Shacsha' was soft and thin-bellied, with no impurity or

sickness in her.

3 Abandon Shacsha' since her love has become paltry, and

paltriness is the worst consummation that a lover can

have.

4 Go the Apostle and say: 0 best trusted by the believers

when mankind was directed on the right course,

5 Why were Sulaym called, when they were remote, before a

tribe who gave you shelter and helped you?

6 God called them Ansar because of their help to the right
•

religiorywhen repeated fighting blazed up.

7 They exerted themselves in the way of God, bearing

misfortunes patiently, and they did not recoil cowardlily

( from the battle ) and did not give up in disgust.

8 vlhen the people gathered against us, we had no recourse

but swords and spears.

9 We fought doggedly against the people, allowing none to

live, and we abandoned nothing that was revealed in the

Suras.

10 Our assembly did not shun the court-yard of the battle,

and we were flames when its fire blazed fiercely.
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11 And how many times at Badr did we repel the hypocrites

without their achieving their aims! and victo~J was

sent do~rn among us.

12 We were your soldiers on that day of the battle in the

valley of Uhud when Mudar uselessly mustered their

people.
• •

13 We did not weaken or retire like cowards, and they did

not know of anyone among us who stumbled, while most of

the people stumbled.

****************
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Hassan b. Thabit 23
•

1 Did CUyayna think, when he visited it (al-Madina), that

he would destroy palaces in it?

2 You inspired your army with the desire of what was not,

and you said to them: "v[e '\'lill take many spoils. n

3 You disliked al-Madina when you came to it, and you found

that the lions there roared.

4 They turned back quickly as if with the wide stride of

ostriches, and did not examine a single abortive foetus.

5 The Apostle of the Sovereign was our amIr. ~~at a beloved

amIr was sent to us~

6 An Apostle who was a luminous lamp; we rely upon whatever

revelation he receives.

*****************
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Hassan b. Thabit 24
•

1 0 my eye, shed your few remaining tears, and remember

in your easy life those who lie in their graves.

2 And remember the battle of Muta, and what occured there

on a day when they fled away after being defeated in

that battle ( which broke out at noon ) _

3 When they fled away and left Zayd there; how excellent

is the refuge of the poor and captive one!

4 Him who was lived by the best of all mankind, the Lord of

men, whose love is found in men's hearts.

5 That Ahmad who has no equal; my grief and my gladness are
•

both for him.

6 Zayd had command of us, not a co~~and of a deluded man

accused of lying.

7 Then shed, 0 my eye, abundant tears for the KhajrajI who

was there a chief who was not niggardly.

8 We have been greatly affected by the news of his death

and we spend the night in grief not in joy.

*****************
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Hassan b. Thabit 25
•

1 Inform the poor that happiness abandoned them with the

Prophet who turned away from them ( died ) at daybreak.

2 ~fuo was he near whom were my saddle and riding-beast and

the provision for my family when they could not perceive

rain far off?

3 That was he whose companions never fear llim when they

trip or stumble in their speech.

4 He was the light and the illumination and we followed him,

and he was, after God, our hearing and sight.

5 The day they hid him in a winding-sheet and buried him and

laid the clods of clay on him,

6 Would that God had not left anything of His creation and

had not left alive either female or male after him:

7 All the people of the Banu Najjar became humbled, and it

was a matter decreed by God.

8 ~he booty was distributed among all the people; they

scattered it among themselves openly and uselessly.

****************
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Hassan b. Thabit 26
•

1 We helped the Apostle of God and the religion with force,

in spite of the rebellious people of Macdd and a large

tribe,

2 With sword-cuts the agitation of which is like the

scattering of urine of a pregnant she-camel, and

spear-thrusts ( that produce wounds ) like the mouths of

heat-dazed milch-camels.

3 Ask Uhud: vfuen its valleys rose up, striking at us like
•

lions in their lairs,

4 Did we not face danger in the thick of the battle when

it was good to come to death between the armies?

5 We have struck the skulls of warriors clad in armour, and

our origin goes back to the stock of the victorious

family of Ghassan.

6 If it were not for the fear of God we should have said,

honouring the people at Khayfayn: Is there a contender?

7 Our living men are the best of those who walk on the

earth, and our dead are the best of those.who are buried

in graves.

**************
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Hassan b. Thabit 27
•

1 A painful night came to me in Yathrib, and care that

kept me awake when other people slept,

2 Because of the memory of a friend which provoked flowing
3

tears there; the cause of weeping is remembring a calamity,

and the death of a friend is a calamity; how many noble

men are afflicted thus but bear it patiently~

4 I have seen the best of the believers coming successively

to death, while I have been left behind with those whose

death was postponed.

5 May God bless those slain who died at Mu'ta one after

- - canother, among whom was Dhu'l-JanahaYn Ja far,
•

6 And Zayd and cAbdullah when they all followed one another,

and causes of death( i.e. lances) were quivering,

7 On that day when they departed with the believers, led

to death by the fortunate and bright-faced one -

8 Brilliant, like the brightness of the full moon, from the

tribe of Hashim, courageous and bold when the signs of

wrong appeared.

9 He fought with the lance until he died, propped on no

pillow on a battle-field in which spears were broken.

10 His reward was that of those who suffered martYrdom,

paradise and luxuriant green groves.



112

11 We found Jacfar liyal to Muh~~aQ and a man of resolution
•

when he held command.

12 Islam has always had from the tribe of Hashim pillars

of an indestructible honour and a reason for boasting.

13 They are the mountain of Islam and all other people round

it are boulders compared with such a wonderful and lofty

mountain.

14 Difficulties are resolved by them in every hard fight

when things go hard for the people.

15 They are the friends of God who sent down His judgement

to them, for or against their actions, and among them

was the purified Book -

16
~

Great chiefs, among whom is Ja~far, his mother's son

cAlI, the chosen one Ahmad,
•

17 Hamza, al-cAbbas and cAqIl; the sap of wood comes from
•
where it is squeezed.

*****************
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Hassan b. Thabit 28
•

1 The eminent headmen of Fihr and their brothers have

stated a conduct of life for the people which is to be

followed.

2 Everyone, whose heart fears God, is satisfied with it

and with that decree which they have issued.

3 They are people who do harm to their enemy when they

fight, and when they intend the profit of their partisans,

they are profitable to them.

4 That is their natural disposition, not a new thing; truly

it is what is new in natures that is evil.

5 The people cannot patch up what their hands have spoiled

while defending themselves, and they cannot spoil what

they have patched up.

6 If the people ever contend together they are the winners,

or if they weigh themselves against glorious men they

weigh down the scale in generosity.

7 If there are among other people champions behind them,

all precedence must follow tb.e least precedence of those.

8 They do not withhold their favour from a servant, and

impurity does not attack them in their desires.

9 They do not ignore anyone, even if you desire them to;

they are more capacious in their generous minds

10 They are chaste and their chastity is mentioned in the
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revelation; they do not covet anything, and covetousness

does not destroy them.

11 From how many friends of theirs did they receive

generosity, and how many vigorous enemies did they

mutilate •

12 They gave their obedience to the Prophet of the true

religion and piety, and their help to him did not

weaken, and they did not withdrew it.

13 If he said to them: tt Go f'orward JII they exerted their

utmost energy in it, and if he said: Tl Turn aside to us

for a whf.Le l n they stopped quietly.

14 They proceeded until the Christians and the Jews

followed their lead.

15 Take what they give you spontaneously when they are

angry, and do not concern yourself with that which is

forbidden by them.

16 In fighting against them, there is an evil in which is
M

lixed colocynth and bitter aloes, so abandon hostility

towards them.

17 We raise ourselves high when the clutches of war come

to us, when the scattered groups submit to its claws.

18 They are not ~eased when they hit their enemy, and if

they are struck they are not weak and impatient.
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19 They are like lion~f BIsha, having distorted ankles,

in battle when death is very near.

20 When we declare war on a tribe we do not walk slowly

towards them like the wild calf walking towards the

wild cow.

21 How noble is a nation whose leader is God's Apostle,

when desires and parties differ.

22 My praises were presented to them by my heart which was

helped in what it desired by a distinguished and skillful

tongue.

23 They surpass all living creatures, whether the people

talk seriously or jest.

*****************
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29
•

1 Did the spring-abodes that had become waste places
2

abandoned by all their inhabitants excite a desire in

you for Umm al-Walid?

Summer winds and heavy rain caused by Aquarius, with

rough and violently stirred clouds, pouring, have effaced

them.

3 Nothing remained but the fire-place round which were

lying supports for cooking-pots like pigeons.

4 Do not remember a house whose people are scattered by

distance, and the tribe separated by camels.

5 And say:" If there was a day at Uhud which a fool took into
•

account, the truth will spread.

6 All the Eanu Aws fought on that day, and they obtained

a lofty reputation.

7 And the Banu al-Najja defended themselves and fought,

and none of them was anxious in the fight,

8 In front of the Apostle of God; they did not forsake

him, because he was a helper and a mediator for them

from their Lord.

9 They fulfilled their promise, when you, 0 Quraysh, did

not believe in your Lord, and a rebellious slave and an

obedient one are not equal.

10 There were swords in their right hands when the war became
c

fierce; those lying on the ground were inevitably destrlfed
~

by them,
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11 As they left Cutr~an and Sacd buried, while the spears

were levelled.

12

13

And they left Ubayy lying on his pillow under the dust;

his shirt was soaked with blood, dead at the hand of the

Apostle of God, until the people were covered by the

dust that they had stirred up.

14 Those were my people, leaders of their chiefs, and

every nation has its leaders and chiefs.

15 It is through them that God makes us great when Be does

so, even though there are critical affairs, 0 Quraysh.

16 If you remember the slain, ( remember that) obedient
17

Hamza was among them, who was killed for the sake of
•
God; now his abode is in eternal paradise, and the decree

of Him who executes decrees is very swift.

18 And your slain are in Hell; the best thing that they are

given to fill their bellies is hot water and bitter

thorn-fruit.

******************
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Hassan b. Thabit 30
•

1 0 people are there means of defence against our

ineluctable fate? ~~d can the easy life we had come back?

2 I remember an age which had passed, and my soul became

depressed and my eyes shed tears.

3
4

Deep affection reminded me of friends who were killed,

among them NufayC and Rafi c and Sacd; they have taken up

their abode in paradise, their homes have become desolate

and the earth is waste country uninhabited by them.

5 They were faithful to the Apostle on the day of Badr,

while the clouds of death and the bright swords were

over them.

6 He called them and truly they responded to him, and all

of them heard and obeyed him in every matter.

7 They remained united until they died - only wars can cut

the fixed terms _

8 Because they hoped for his mediation on that day when no

one except the Prophet would be able to intercede.

9 And that was our misfortune, 0 best of all mankind; that

was the place where we suffered martyrdom for God's sake,

while death was abQ~dant.

10 We took the first step towards you, and our successors

will follow what we first did in obedience to God.

11 We know that sovereignty belongs only to God and that the

decree of God is inescapable.

*******************
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Hassan b. Thabit
• 31

1 Behold, God has vitalised a people for their good actions

and their help offered to the T1erciful, the Lord of the

whole earth.

2 May my Lord destroy you, 0 CUtayba b. Malik, and procure

a deadly punishment for you before death!

3 You extended a hand with a shot against the Prophet, and

you shed the blood of his mouth; may your hand be severed

with swords!

4 rlliy not did you fear God, and that place you will have to go

to after a certain event.

5 He has been a disgrace to his people in life and ( he will

be ) a misfortune to them on the day of Resurrection.

6 'iho will apologise to me for ( the crime committed by ) the

servant of cUdhra after he has fallen into the intensely

dark and billo\vy sea.

******************
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Hassan b. Thabit
• 32

1 viliat the matter with your eye that its tears do not

stop flowing dovm on your chest like loose pearls?

2 For Khubayb whose death was for the sake of God, and

who was not cowardly or unsteady when you met him.

3 0 Khubayb go, may God reward you with good and eternal

paradise in the company of the houris.

4
5

Yiliat would you say if the Prophet asked you- when the

pious angels were on the horizen; why did you kill the

martyr of God for a tyrant who ravaged the cities and

the roads?

6 0 Abu Thab, tell me your relation of the event; where is

the young gazelle adorned with pearls and silver?

7
8

Do not mention Abu Kuthayba when you are boasting,

otherwise you will exceed in stupidity, and do not mention

a great man, because treachery is a falling short;

a great man is fine of soul and character.

****************
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Hassan b. Thabit 33
•

1

2

We remained beside the old shallow well for several

nights with a numerous well-equipped army, with

spacious kneeling-places for camels, with darkbay horses

all of whose middles were half of their bodies, slender

in the waist,tall, of high withers.

3 You see the roots of the annual thorny trees being

uprooted by the feet of the swift ruI.L~ing camels.

4 When they depart from a place, you would think that it

was the traces of the encampment of the huge crowd of the

periodic fair.

5 We march and the gazelles can not escape safe from our

midst, even though they strive to run quickly away from

us.

6 They left the streamlets of Syria, from which they were

cut off by swords (which caused wounds ) like the mouths

of tied she-camels near to bringing forth,

7 In the hands of men who migrated to their God, and His

true helpers, and in the hands of ~~gels.

8 vThen they descend into Hawran from the sandy hills, tell
•

them: It That is not the way.1t

9 If we meet Furat b. Hayyan during our patrol and searching,
•

he will be hostage for one who dies.

10 And if we meet Qays b. Imru'al-Qays after him, we will make

his face even blacker.

11 Convey my message to Abu SUfyan, that he is the worst of

bandits.
******************
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Hassan b. Thabit 34
•

1 Am I not the best of all Macadd individually and

collectively, if they are all gathered togather and

counted?

2 A people all of whom were present at Badr with the Apostle,

and who were never remiss and never abandoned him.

3 They made a covenant with him and none of them broke it,

and there was nothing wrong in their belief,

4 (so it was ) on the day when vehement fighting occurred

in the valley of Uhud, like the heat of a fire blazing up,
•

5 And on the day of Dhu Qarad when he stirred up war with

them on excellent horses, and they did not shrink cowar--

dlily from the battle.

6 On the day of Dhufl-CUshayra, with the Apostle, they

destroyed it with their cavalry armed with swords and

spears;

7 And on the day of Waddan they expelled its inhabitants,

prancing with their horses, until the rugged ground and

mountains stopped us.

8 (so it was ) on the night when they sought their enemy

for the sake of God, ( certain that ) God would reward

them for what they did.

9 In the raid on the day of Najd, when the Apostle was

with them, they obtained spoils and booty there;
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10 And that night at H~~ayn they fought together with him,
•

and he gave them there to drink again the war that

they had fasted once.

11 In the raid on al_Qac, we scattered the enemy as camels

scatter before they reach the dri~~ing-place;

12 And on the day of the pledge, they were people of the

pledge, ready to fight, and they were munificent to him

and never abandoned him;

13 And on the day of the raid of the conquest (of Mecca ),

they were among his army stationed on the enemy's

frontier, and they were not unsteady or hasty;

14 And on the day of Khaybar they were in his squadron,

everyone of them a gallant man devoting himself to death,

15 Holding unsheathed swords which trembled in their right

hands, sometimes bent striking and sometimes straight.

16 (so it was ) on the day when the Apostle of God went

to TabUk reckoning that God alone was sufficient, and

they were his first banners.

17 They were controllers of the war if a war seemed good to

them, so that advancing and retreating seemed good to

them.

18 Those people were the helpers of the Prophet and they

were my people; I belong to them when my lineage is

traced back.

19 They died honourably and their pledges were not broken;

when they were killed they were killed for the sake of God.
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• 35

1 Do you know the house whose traces, after you abandoned

it, have been effaced by clouds pouring do~~ heavy and

continuous rain,

2 Between al-Saradlh and Udmana and the channel of
•

• •

3 I asked her about that but she was unable to answer rue

because she did not know what kind of answer should be

returned to the asking one.

4 Do not remember a house whose traces are effaced, and weep

over Hamza, the man of grace,
•

5 \1.ho filled the bowls when a dusty wind blew violently

in the year of drought,

6 vfuo left a man with his comrade staggering on his spear,

7 Who confused the cavalry when they refrained from making

an attack, like a strong lion living in his thickets.

8 A man of good character among the heads of Hashim, who

did not argue with falsehood rather than truth.

9 Did not the hands of al-WahshI, the murderer, become
•

dried up for a man who suffered martyrdom under your

lances?

10 A man was left on a sharpened spear that had a hard and

smooth head.



145

11 The earth has sunk in darkness, and the light of the

rising moon is blackened because of his loss.

12 May God's blessings be upon you in a lofty paradise,

honoured by those who enter.

13 We always considered Hamza a safe-guard against every
•

misfortune that overtook us.

14 He was a great defender of Islam and he was never weak

or a deserter.

15 Do not be glad, 0 Hind, but let flow your tears --

shed the tears of a woman deprived of her child,

16 And weep over cUt ba when he ( Hamza ) cut him ( cut ba )
•

with his sword under the rising dust.

17 Having attacked your chiefs --- every haughty man whose

heart was stupid,

18 Hamza destroyed them, at the head of a tribe who walked
•
in suppie coats of mail.

19 On that day when JibrIl, his helper, descended; how

excellent a helper of the attacking horsemen he was~

******************
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Hassan b. Thabit 36
•

1 We were kings of the people before Muhammad, and when
•

IsI~~ came, we had superiority.

2 God, there is no other god but He, honoured us in days

that have elapsed and have no equal,

3 With the victory of God and His Apostle and His religion;

and He bestowed on us a name that has spread abroad and

has no equal.

4 Those are my people, the best people of all, and my people

are worthy of everything that is coun~ed good.

5 They increase with their generosity that of those who

have gone, and there was no lock on t!leir generosity.

6 v/hen they were asked a favour in thei.r meeting-place,

they did not use bad language, and those who begged from

them found no miserliness in them.

7 If one of them bears th2 responsibili~y for a debt, he

pays the whole of his due in full, without defaulting.

8 Their neighbour jguest had his house on high ground among

them, and as long as he stayed with us, he received honour

and generosity.

9 The one of them who speaks the truth is he who speaks

first, and their judgement is just, and their speech is

clear.

10 v{hen they fight or are at peace, they cannot be compared

with anyone, because their fighting is fearful and their

peace is ease.

11 AmIn al-Huslimln, whf.Le he lived, and he whom the angels

washed clean of his impurity, both belonged to us.
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Hassan b. Thabit 37
•

1 A war with Ibn ZibcarI is ended, in which we had

superiority if he is just ( in acknowledging it ).

2 You achieved your objects and we achieved ours from you;

in such a wise the state of war changes from time to time.

3 vlhen we made a strong assault on you and we forced you to

seek shelter at the foot of the mountain,

4 You turned back on your heels, escaping towards the

valley like a herd of camels.

5 vie fixed our lances in your ahou'Ld er-e , where we desired

to drink time after time.

6 We killed in one place seventy of you who were strong

fighters,

7 We captured a great number of them; you were put to

flight like the rocketing partridge,

8 In parties like the Jinn of the desert, who frighten

anyone who meets them.

9 The torrent exits from your buttocks, like the excrement

of old camels that pasture upon acid plants.

10 They have not outstripped us in anything at any time

except in running avlaY exhausted and baffled.

11 The va.LLey was too narrow for us when we crossed it, and

filled the hills and channels ·...rith their slain,
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12 By means of ~en whom you are not like, they were helped

by JibrIl who came do~~.

13 We attacked on the day of Badr with piety, submissiveness

to God, and sincere belief in the Prophet.

14 We left a gap among the Quraysh on the day of Badr, and

stories then became proverbial.

15 The Apostle of God was in truth a witness of the day of

Badr, and of the short, lazy and foolish men.

16 And we left the flock of the Quraysh like beasts brought

to fertile land to graze unwatched.

17 We killed your commanders when we met you, as though we

were the lions of moist places.

18 And we killed all their headmen, and all their princes

in trailing robes.

19 How many generous men, chiefs, and of noble ancestory,

foremost in fight, and brave, did we killl

20 Noble men killed for noble and glorious men about whom

we could not think while the spears were striking.

21 When you and Abu Sufyan proclaimed with a false voice:

May Hubal be exalted!

22 We are not like you, sons of your mother's buttocks; we

bear misfortune when it befalls us.

****************
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Hassan b. Thabit 38
•

1 Anxieties and imagination have not allowed me to sleep

at night when the stars were setting~

2 Because of a beloved because of whom your heart is

affected by a sickness which is hidden within.

3 Tell me, 0 my people, can one who is weak in strenght

and bones, and who is wearied, kill a man like me?

4 Her more important concern is her sweet scent and her bed,

and she is decorated with silver and pearls set in order.

5 If the smallest of ants were to walk slowly on her,

wounds would scar her.

6 The sun of day did not remind her of anything except

that youth would not remain for a long time.

7 My uncle was the orator of Jabiyat al-Jawlan with

al-Nucman when he rose to speak.

8 My father was the giver of decisive opinions at Sumayha
•

on the day when the antagonists gathered against him.

9 He would make clear speeches while tne other prudent men

of the tribe were suspicious and muzzled.

10 I was the hawk at the door of Ibn Sulma on the day when

Nucman languished in fetters.

11 Ubayy and Waqid were released for me; then we proceeded,

and their lock ~as broken.
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12 I pledged for them all that my two hands possessed, and

in each hand was an allotted portion.

13 My lineage occupies a high rank among their great men,

and there is in every home a great ancestor of mine.

M
14 Many a great mind has bee]j destroyed by the lack of "lealth

and many an tL~learned man has been overwhelmed with

great plenty.

15 I do not pay attention if a stupid goat bleats with

grief or if a vile man slanders me behind my back.

16 Do not revile me, for your are not the one to do so;

the noble man can revile me.

17 Those are our actions, and that of al-Zibcara is without

repute among his friends, and blameworthy.

18 A pure family of the Banu Qusayy took charge of their
•

people in your presence.

19 Nine carried the standard, and ~akhzUm fled away from

the spears with the lowest class of men.

20 They did not turn away until they had all perished in

one pla?e, and everyone of them was anointed with pure

blood,

21 It was best for them to stand; the glorious man is

always glorious.
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22 They stood firm until they met death and spears were

broken in their throats.

23 Quraysh are seeking shelter from us; they did not stand

firm in fighting, but became light-minded.

24 Their shoulders could not bear its burden; only noble

men are worthy of carrying the standard.

*******************
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Hassan b. Thabit 39
•

1 You must weep so that your eyes may shed tears, then

flow with blood that will water again the corner of the

eyes with running liquid.

2 vlhy did you weep over those who came successively to
3

fight, why did you not mention the noble qualities of our

people, and our glorious ambitious, forebearing, gallant

one?

4 I mean the Prophet, a man of noble character and high

rank, and'the most pious of those who take an oath.

5 One who is like him and who lives as he prescribes is

praiseworthy, not miserable.

**************
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Hassan b. Thabit
• 40

1 Those are my people. If you ask about them, ( I tell you

that ) they are very generous when a guest comes to them.

2 They have large cauldrons in which they cook big-humped

camels for their parties of gamblers.

3 They give their ally a part of their wealth when they are

rich, and they defend their neighbor if he is harmed.

4 They have always been kings in their lands, comiag forth

with force to crush tyranny.

5 They have always been rulers over the people, not ruled

by others even for a day throughout time, you may be

certain.

6 They have informed us about CAd and their people Thamud

and some of the remnants of Iram.

7 They erected strong dwellings in Yathrib among the

palm-trees, in which the camels were domesticated --

8 Camels, carrying water for watering, trained by the Jews

using the words: May you be illl come herel

9 They enjoyed what they wanted of the juice of the grape,

and an easy life without ar~ieties.

10 They went to them with their loads, riding on white
o

stallions Rreedy of war.

11 Excellent war horses were beside them, which they had

. covered with stiff leather.
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12 When they halted on the sides of Sifar and fastened
•

their horsesfsaddles with twisted straps.

13 Only the speed of the horses and the army unexpectedly

coming from behind dismaye? them.

14 They flew, scattered and frightened, and we flew at them

like lions of a den,

15 Riding on long-bodied horses protectively covered, not

humbled by long weariness( long stabling ),

o
16 And on dark bays, intelligent h!rses, with strong joints

like arrows.

17 Their riders were horsemen who were accustomed to

striking warriors and to smiting heroes.

18 They were lions when they were angry in war; they never

shra~~ cowardlily from the battle-field, but always

advanced.

19 We returned with their chiefs and women, whom we had taken

by force, and with their possessions, so that they might

be divided a~ong us.

20 We became the heirs of their houses after them; we have

never ceased to hold them.

21
22

vmen the Apostle of the Almighty came to us with light

and truth after darkness, we relied upon him and we did

not disobey him when he reached us from the holy land,

23 And we said to hom: You are right in your sayings,

o Apostle of the Almighty; come to us and stay among us.
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24 We bear witness that you are the servant of the Almighty;

you were sent as a light with a true religion.

25 You must now pronounce loudly what you concealed before,

and do not conceal anything.

26 We and our sons are your shields we defend you and our

wealth is at your disposal.

27 We are your friends if they accuse you of lying, so

call them openly and do not shrink from doing it.

28 The seducers with their parties flew to him, thinking

that he would be destroyed.

29 We stood defending him with our swords, fighting

against the wicked men of the tribes on his behalf.

30 With the help of all brightly polished swords, thin­

edged, cutting and penetrating.

31 If.hen they encountered hard bone, they were not turned

by it and did not become notched.

32 This is what the centuries have bequeathed of ancestral

glory and lofty power.

33 When a generation passes away its descendants are suffi­

cient, and when it is destroyed it leaves behind another

generation.

34 There was no one who did not receive favour from us,

even though he broke his promise to us.

******************
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•

1 Is greatness anything but ancient leadership and generosity,

the dignity of kings and the bearing of great responsi-­

bilities?

2 We help and gave hospitality to the Prophet Muhammad,
•

regardless of whether Macadd approved or not,

3 Among a distinguished tribe whose origin and sacred

things go back to Jabiyat al-Jawlan in the midst of

non-Arabs.

4 We helped him when he alighted in the middle of our

dwelling-places, using our swords against every oppressor

and wicked person.

5 We took our sons and daughters to him~ and we gave booty

willingly to him.

6 We struck the people with our sharp cutting swords until

they came one after the other to his religion.

7 We gave birth to the great one of the Quraysh; we begat the

good Prophet from the people of Hashim.

8 We had the sovereig~ty in the days of polytheism and

precedence in the true religion, and we are the helpers

of the Prophet and builders of noble deeds.

9 0 Banii Darim, do not vie in glory wii;h us because j-our

glory will turn to evil results when noble and generous

deeds are mentioned.
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10 May your mother be deprived of you, you are vying in

glory with us, when you are our servants, something

between foster-father and slaves.

11 If you have come to preserve your lives and your property,

to prevent yourselves being divided among the booty,

12 Do not set up any partner with God, become Muslim, and

do not clothe yourselves like-the non-Arabs.

13 otherwise we shall treat you as lawful prey and drive off

your women with the unyielding spear and saddled, strong­

hoofed horses.

14 The best of what you possess of glory and greatness is

that which we carried behind us on our saddles when we

attended fairs.

*******************
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• 42

1 God honoured ud by ( letting us give ) help to His

Prophet, and through us He established the pillors of

Islam,

2

3

And rendered His Prophet powerful and His book illustrious,

and made us glorious through striking and advancing in

every battle where our swords made the skulls fly from

the birds inside.

4 JibrII comes again and again to us concerning our verses,

with the divine precepts and the laws of Islam.

5 He recites the Surat al-Nur to us, in which there are

decisive judgements _ a section which, I swear by your life,

is not like other sections.

6 vnt are the first to treat His lawful things as lawful

and to forbid every unlawful thing for the sake of God.

7 We are the best of all creation, and are its harmony and

the main-spring of everything.

8
e

We boldly enter the abysses of e~rY fate, and we guarantee

( to help others combat) the vicissitudes of time.

9 We are those who manage well weighty affairs with our

greatness, and those who resolve the bitternesses of

the people3.

10 Ask Abu Karib and Tubbac and the people of slaughtered

beasts and divining arrows about us,
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11 And ask their intelligent leaders and Hajir and Ru'am
•

about the day of al-CUhayn.

12 We protect those whom we wish to protect, and we bestow

our favours bountifully upon those whom we choose.

13 Our swords drive the hostile army back and we raise the

heads of great Lord.

14 The striking of our swords and lances did not cease, on

every day of clashing and shooting,

15 Until we left the ground flat, its rough and uneven

part set in order by our horses.

16 Enemies who exceeded the bounds have escaped; if they.
had stood firm they would not have returned safely.

17 If I boast of them, it is just as the intelligent man

boasts of his forebears, above other nations.

*******************
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Hassan b. Thabit 43
•

1 Has a pretty virgin girl who quenches her lover's thirst

with a cooling drink of lips made your heart sick in

your dreams?

2 Like musk mixed with pure rainwater, or old red wine that

looks like the blood of a slaughtered animal,

3 Of wide rump and of plump buttocks, careless, not qUick

to bind herself by oath to anyone.

4 She was built with plump hips, which resembled, in their

great size, a block of marble, when she sat down.

5 Being soft in body and having a beautiful form, she would

scarcely go to bed because of her laziness.

6 In the daytime I never cease to remember, and in the

night my dreams excite ma with her.

7 I swore to forget her and to stop remembering her until

my bones disappeared in the grave.

8 0 admonisher, you admonish my folly, and I have disobeyed

my admonishers in returning to my love.

9 She visited me at the beginning of the davm when I got up

from sleep, and when the accidents of fortune ~lere drawing

nearer.

10 She thought that a man would be distressed by the heavy

loss of many camels.

11 If you lie to me in what you tell me, you will escape as

aI-Hirth b. hisham did •
•
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12 He ceased to fight in defence of his friends, and he

saved his life by means of a full-blooded horse and

bridle.

13 It ran smoothly and fast in the dust as if it was a

wolf of the forest in the shadow of the clouds,

14 It used to leave swift horses behind in the bare and

waterless desert, as a well-pulley with its twisted rope

and stone runs quickly.

15 It ran fast with him, and made it seem that there was no

gap between its forelegs and back legs, while his other

companions halted in a bad place.

16 His father's sons and his ovm people engaged in the war

where God helped the Muslims.

17 The mill of war ground them when its fire was fuelled

and blazed up, so that God executed His command.

18

19

20

21

Had it not been for God, and his horses' speed, they

would have left him a prey for wild beasts, and would

have trodden him under the hoofs of everyone who

( aftervlards) was a prisoner, whose shackle was fastened

tightly, and who was like a sharp-sighted hawk and

strong defender when he met the force __

Who was thrown dovrn and did not answer a call, until

the lofty mountains were moved by shame and obvious

humiliation, when they saw polished swords driving

away every resolute chief.
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22 In the hands of noble and brave chiefs whose origins

could not be overcome by those who had short pedigrees--

23 Swords that penetrate iron when they encounter it,

like lightning ~~der the shadow of clouds.

24 They were not like Yacmar when the spears were entwined

and horses leaped under the clouds of dust.

25 You, belonging to the faithless groups, took up arms

when war came to the base people.

26 Leave noble deeds, because your tribe is a family of the

progeny of Shijc, not respectable and generous.

27 From the loins of Khindif whose veins were noble, and

by whom a beautiful girl of absolute perfection bore a

child,

28 And a reeling man in whom were the spears, pointed,

like ( ropes in ) a well, not nobly uncled.

******************
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•

1 You sent Kinana, who were unaware of your hatred, to the

Apostle, but the army of God was to throw them into

disgrace.

2 You made them to come to the cisterns of death pUblicly,

so the fire was their place of promi~e and death was

what they had to meet.

3 You were collected from various tribes having no pedigree,

and you were deceived by the rebellion of the leaders of

infidelity.

4 vlliy not did you take warning from the horsemen of God,

when they met the people of the ancient well ( at Badr),

and from those whom they threw in it?

5 How many prisoners we did release without any price, and

how many fore-locks, whose guardians we were, did we

cut off:

******************
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Kacb b. Malik belonged to the clan of Banu Sulaym of

al-Khazraj. Before the Hijra, he came, together with seventy

men of his tribe, to meet the Prophet at the second

al-CAqaba meeting; they made a covenant with the Prophet

and embraced Islam.~fuen the Prophet migrated to aI-Madina ,

he restored brotherhood between Kacb b. Malik and Talha b.
• •

CUbaydullah.

He was one of the closest companions OI the Prophet, who

greatly prized his poetical talent. VThen the Prophet asked

him: It 0 Kacb, are you he who said? IT

Kacb replied: " Yes, 0 Prophet of God." Whereupon the

Prophet said to him: IT May God never :forget that you

did so! "

Kacb b. Malik was one of the three AnsarI poets of the
•

Prophet, whom he appointed to reply in the same style to

the hijat-poets of the Quraysh who condemned the Prophet

and his mission, the other ~vo being Hassan b. Thabit

and cAbdullah b. Rawaha •
•
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Unlike Hassan b. Thabit, who fought only with his poetry,
•

Kacb b. rIalik was a warrior as well. He had taken part in the

bloody tribal battles in al-Hadina before Islam, and after

Islam he fought in all the battles of the Muslims except

the battle of Tabuk. Later he regretted not having taken

part in this battle, but eventually, after having suffered

about fifty days' isolation as a punishment, he was the

the subject of a revelation and consequently forgiven by

the Prophet. During his period of seclusion, he received

a letter from the ruler of Ghassan encouraging him to

abandon al-Madina and the Prophet: 11 We have come to know

that your master has withdravrn his favour from you. God

surely did not sent you into the world to suffer disgrace

and be left to rot; come to us and we shall treat you with

great honour. " He refused this invitation, however, throwing

the letter into the fire, and he remained faithful to Islam

and the Prophet.

He lived a long time and had lost his eyesight when he died

in 53/ 673.

****************************



191

~ I .49,J t, rb- I ill 1y I ~

~ I) ... Il.: fJl ~.) ~)

~I <;~tJt--';~IJ~

~)I ~I~ ~ J~)

.s>----.J if. t, ~I ~

.J : : r.....)'.9~6. W r

.J ~ ill I .J~ l:J,;.' r

.) 9l.: ~~ ill I J."......) t

.)
., (..-.)~cjJ; W 0

.... 9.)~ U~ l.:1~ )l9 ,
. '; JiJI

t.).)
ill I . Y- ..r .ra-.

+++++++++++++



192

~ 0 dJ ~ , «--..eS
~ .

• I..;-~ I : ~ IilJ I . t ~ '11 ,~-' ~ k:,.J I ~ ,~I :~ 6. _ \

++++++++++++



193

1 I swear by your father's life, 0 sons of Lu'ayy, in spite

of your boasting and your pride,

2 Your cavalry could not defend you at Badr and they were

not steady there when they encountered us.

3 We came to Badr with the light of God, which dispelled

the spreading darkness of night from us.

4 The Apostle of God was leading us with the command of

God that aws decreed by Him.

5 Your cavalry were not victorious at Badr, and they did

not return to you the same as when they left.

6 Do not be in hurry, 0 Abu SUfyan~ wait for the excellent

horses to emerge from Kida'.

7 With the help of God, the holy spirit ( JibrIl ) and

Mlkal are among them; how great they are!

***************
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1 The accidents of war preserved for us a good present

that our most generous Lord gave us:

2 The elevated and lofty white strongholds, resting-places
n

for camels, and black-necked she-camels with abu.dant

milk,

3 Like tracts of black stones, whose collected copious milk

is given generously to the neighbours, cousins and those

who come morning and evening;

4 And imported horses like lions, who had been made to grow

with fodder of barley and cut nutritious plants,

5 With bare hooves, fleshy cruppers, smooth backs and

firm-fleshed bodies,

6 Long-necked, rejoicing at the call when they start their

journey early in the morning, as hounds rejoice when

called by their huntsman _

7 Sometimes protecting the pasturing camels of tribes, and

sometimes destroying the enemy, and coming back with booty,

8 Savage and swift-rmL~ing in battle, stern in fighting and

manifestly of good breedi~g

9 Foddered at ease, they became fat, well-fleshed with thin

guts.

10 They set out early in soft mail whose mesh is doubled, and

with lances which are strong in the fight and hit their

marks,
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11 And with sharp cutting swords whose roughness has been

taken off by the polishers, and with fine men each of

whom is proud of his pedigree,

12 vlho comes to the right wing with a pliant spear that

approaches the enemy very quickly, the sharpening of

which is entrusted to Khabbab,

13 Bright and shining on its shaft, as if it were the light

of a star in intense darkness,

14 And an army the studs of whose mail repel arrows, and

which turns the edges of ( the sharp swords of )

noble-born knights -

15 Dark red, thronged, as though their lances were a forest

blaze in every meeting place -

-
16 Flocking together under the shade of flags, as though

on the straight lances there was the shadow of an eagle.

17 They exhausted Abu Karb and Tubbac, and their courage

scorned the Bedouin.

18 We receive admonitions from our Lord by which we are

led on the right path, through the tongue of a bright­

faced and sweetly-clothed man.

19 They were presented to us and we had great desire to

learn them, after they had been presented to the various

groups of men,

20 Pieces of Wisdom, which the wicked claim to see as a narrow

snare, while wise men understand them.

21 Sakhlna ( Quraysh ) came to contend with their lord;

but he who contends with the conqueror will be overcome.
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1 Khaybar knew that I was Kacb,

2 The comforter of grief, bold and hard when war blazed up

on the heels of war.

3 I held a sharp sword like a flash of lighting, and we

trod them under our feet until the refractory one was

humbled.

4 We were paid compensation, or the booty was divided with

the skilled hand that could never be blamed.

*****************
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Kacb b. Malik 48

1 Ask Quraysh about our fighting and their flight, on the

morning of the battle on the foot of Uhud•
•

2 We were lions and they were tigers when they marched,

and we did not watch out for our family or relatives.

3 Ive left there many a brave chief, a protector of his

honour, a man of noble descent.

4- Among us the Apostle was like a bright star, and he was

followed by a shining light superior to the stars.

5 Truth is his speech, and justice is his conduct, and he

who is in accord with him on this will save himself from

loss.

6 He is a courageous leader, trenchant of purpose, resolute,

when hearts are quaking from fear.

7 He goes forward and encourages us in the way of obedience;

he is like the full moon and he was not created a liar.

8 He appeared to us and we followed him and believed him;

they accused him of telling lies, so we were the most

fortunate of the Arabs.

9 They ran and we ran, but they did not return; we were

striking them and not slackening in our pursuit.

10 We were not the same as them; how Widely different they

were, God's troop and the polytheists and idolatore!

*****************
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You were choked with tears; was there anyone who made you

weep? and you persisted when you remembered a people

about whom I received news in the distorted time.

3 Your heart, remembering them, was throbbing with desire

and intense grief.

4 Their slain obtained an abode in a pleasing paradise,

honoured in their going out and coming in.

5 This was because of their steadfastness under the shadow

of the standard of the Apostle in Dhu'l-Adwaj •
•

6 On a morning when we, Banu Aws and Khazraj together,

answered the call of Muhammad with our swords •
•

7 \¥.hen the various followers of Ahmad became the partisans
•

of the bright and straightforvlard truth,

8 They did not cease striking the brave warriors, and

advancing in the rising dust.

9 They continued thus until a Sovereign called them to a

garden which has a great and lofty tree at the entrance.

10 every one" of them, showing gallantry in war, died in defence

of God's religion without sin,

11 Like Hamza, when he sincerely carried out his duty with
•

the help of a sharp-cutting and thin sword.

12 The servant of Banu Nawfil encountered him, muttering

like a black camel.
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13 He thrust into him a spear like a shining flame blazing

fiercely in a fire.

14 Nucman was faithful to his promise, and Hanzala, who
• •

15 was of the best, did not incline to abandon the truth,

until his soul left for an excellent and splendid

mansion decorated with gold.

16 They were like those of yours who have gone to the

lowest part of the fire from which there is no escape.

***************
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1 Your cares came by night, you could hardly sleep, and

you grew impatient when the pleasing man was separated

from you.

2 A Damari beloved called your heart to love, but your love
•

was a Ghauri and your close friend belonged to Najd.

3 Do not let yourself remain long perplexedly in the wrong

course; you have been wrong in your search for the wrong

course.

4 The time has come for you to desist willingly, or to

awake when the spiritual instructor forbids you.

5 I was truly broken down because of the loss of Hamza,
•

and heart and the whole body trembled from fear,

6 If the mountain of Hira' had been affected by such a loss,
•

you would have seen the fixed mass of its rocks scattered.

7 He was a chief, powerful among the mighty ones of Hashim,

in whom are vasted prophecy, generosity and lordship.

8 He used to slaughter big-humped and strong camels when a

wind blew that almost froze the water.

9 And he used to leave his mail-clad opponent lying on the

ground on the day of battle, when the lances were bring

broken.

10 You would see him trailing a mail coat as if he was a

hard-clawed, dust-coloured lion.
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11 He, who was the uncle of the Prophet Muhammad, and his
•

true friend, came to his fate; how good. was the place

where that happened!

12 Fate came openly to a family that helped the Prophet,

and some of them suffered martyrdom.

13 I think that this news was brought to Hind so that she

could suppress uncooling anger,

14 For the way we rushed upon her people in the large

valley on the morning of a day when happiness disappeared

from her,

15 And at the well of Badr, where both Jibra'II and

Muhammad, under standard, drove them back,
•

16 Until I saw their chiefs beside the Prophet divided into

two groups, one of which was to be killed and other was

to be exiled;

17 Seventy of them remained in their camels' resting-places

near water; cUt ba and al-Aswad were among them.

18 We struck Ibn Mughlra very severely above his jugular

vein, which caused the foaming blood to spurt forth.

19 Sharp Indian swords in the hands of believers

straightened the obliquity of Umayya al-JumahI •
•

20 The defeated polytheists came to you as if they were

wandering ostriches while the horses were striking them

with their knees.

21 How widely different are those whose abode is Hell for
ever, and those who will enjoy eternal life in Paradise!
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Inform Quraysh that Salc and the expancse from al-CUrayd
•

to al-Simmad were covered with camels carrying water,
•

well trained for war, and wells that were dug in the time

of cAd,

3 Still, in them the dogwood rises; they are neither

generous nor niggardly,

4 As if the thickets and the papyrus in them were hoarsely

clamorous when they became spotted at harvest-time.

5 We did not bring our business of selling and buying

asses to the land of Daws and Murad

6 Land that was tilled only so that we might fight, if you

would rouse yourselves to fight.

7 We started a rank of Nabatean horsemen in it; you have

never seen edges of a valley like them.

8 We sought every speedy, tall and excellent horse that

could travel to any distance.

9 Agree to what we ask you in clear words and right,

10 Ohterwise endure to fight on a day at the side of

al-Madhad.

11 We will visit you in the morning with all our warriors,

and with every perfect and tractable horse,

12 And with every full-blooded and lean-bellied horse that

flies like locusts without eggs,
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13 And with every horse that tucks its legs up, strong,

entirely perfect f~om head to tail -

14 Horses that do not perish when other men's horses

perish in a rainless year,

15 Which pull against their bridles and hearken when the

call to war comes.

16 When warners said to us: " Be ready," we relied only on

the Lord of men,

17 Saying that nothing could comfort us for that which

befell us except the striking of helmets and fierce

fighting.

18

19

You could not find any group among those whom we

encountered, either villagers or Bedoin, braver than we,

when we made for them, or more tender in love,

20 vllien we bound with strong knots excellent well-wrought

mail coats upon them.

21 We put mail on every traveller who was noble and not

taken at random,

22 Proud, as if he were a grim-faced lion on a morning when

an early-comer appears in the mids of the valley,

23 vllio strikes the head of the gallant and strong warrior

with the middle of his sword, having loosened his baldric,

24 That we might make your religion victorious, 0 God; we

are in your hand, so lead us on the right path.
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1 We reached Khaybar and its watering-places with strong

defenders the knuckles of all of whom were uncovered,

2 Resolute in their aims, not weak in strength, bold against

the enemy in every encounter;

3 Hav.ing big pots on the fire ( generous ) in every winter

season, and striking with the blades of Indian swords;

4 liho considered death praiseworthy if they achieved

martyrdom from God for which they hoped and a victory with

Ahmad;
•

5 ,rho protected Muhammad's honour and defended him with
•

tongue and hand;

6 vllio helped him in every affair that perplexed him, offering

his ovm life in defence of Muhammad's life;
•

7 vllio believed sincerely in the reports of what was hidden,

thereby seeking victory and glory in the future.

****************



222

01

.,.. ~;'; ~ c LT
.; _.-. -'

.,... ~'..l.> 1.;., <. ~ 1
.; -. ~ -'

J,...--~.::>J li?J I "--: ~~

~ ~9S:...u11 ~ "--: A 00) -'----.......;;...J jSJ y

,£) '''.r. -.:J 1 ill 10) '\'"" - u·

~ 6.hL.., ) ~~19 1 •

~r ,,-.--:S I~ .J ..l)~ I 1

';1~ J9) r' 0::-q5j 1~ 1"

, .< jl ~.;o~ II...._...... 'v~ ..)

<~ 4.J. -12 6}4.9 I ~:r

0 .....1- - -

)1-----:<

"

J

.'1_----S' j d'" 1;., ...L L.;; ~ ...

J,...---~_...a.~~I~ 6.r.:-'~ U 1$')

Jr------:.:""",QJo,oJ'J1 .u-~ ~ c..l.i9

.ft; -" ~ i $' ~.;o IWJ l:> )

.) : "'-: ~ d.:)I.: jSJ

I" ~;~.;Jl :',-J41.;1 dl...t.C 11
<..: I

4).).,) ~ -t dk:,.J1 U~ IV

I" J. (>--.J rL'J I 'w IA...:.1.9 J o e

)f( ~~71 "--<-'; 1~1.i9 I '\
~

t 1 9;.:'iI~~G L~~ ".
+++++++++++++++++++



223

~G~'-)

r·o_,., ~u~J_l

t..L.aiJ1 _ \'
- >:::;

·wr:I1 <.:,~~ J=.9)~1 Li-:~~~I L~j~~ ylS

t.fl' _\

.~ :I~ ...l.>_A

. F:I :.;~ :J_~

~ J J.,.....,)I.;.u ~ , r~.....,:I1 d ~::) u-:~l,-JI", ~~j

J.,.....,.;~ 4..: d L l :~ <.:,~ ~ d.J Jw ~0r:I1 ~'-: d L.:ro : Jw

• a.....}iJ'..,j~1 :~S..i ;;..r~ _ 1\

As,L;)1 L.:ro dj-> I ,~~....., L.~ ulS:..L :~pl· )!-::J)L;..>I : ~-::J~ J _ ),

. ~):) ,~S : ~~~ I • I~ I :~.; '-: I _ 1 0

• r~l\..;~l :-....b.;J1 . 0~-- d 0 1 : ~j - ) 1

• "j J-C L : "j.;j~ • L.~~ ~ u-:..iJ I :;; k:..J I _ 1Y

.~ k> :--.il b· ~ 10j I,..o.r I : ~..Lo .~ I : rLJ I _ 1A

. "'.,....., ,~, J IS:; : J L" • r fly lc v I : r f II...:--~- - 1<t

• J>-,~I L.:ro dJ.::9 :t Li:..::9 ·er-..LoG :u-:~l..c ,~?I: ~I_"



224

Kacb b. Malik 53

1 The priests of the Jews were ashamed of their fraud; in

this way time brings round changes.

2 For they disbelieved in a mighty Lord whose decree is

great.

3 They were given both comprehension and knowledge, and a

Nazarite ( Apostle among the Jews ) from God came to them.

4 Consecrated to God, truthful, who transmitted a book and

clear light-giving signs.

5 They said: You have not brought a true matter and you

should be rejected by us.

6 He said: No, I have transmitted the truth, and the

intelligent and knowledgeable man will believe me

concerning it.

7 Those who follow it will be directed towards the right way,

and those who disbelieve it will be requited for their

disbelief.

8 When treachery and disbelief had pervaded their hearts,

and rejection had cut them off from the truth,

9 God endowed the Prophet with truthful judgement, and

God's decision is never unjust.

10 God helped him and empowered him over them; how excellent

was his helper!
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Of them Kacb was left lying on the ground, and after

his fall the tribe of Nadir was humbled on hands and
•

knees there, there came upon him drawn sharn swords in

our hands -

13 By the order of Muhammad, when he travelled by night
•

to send the brother of Kacb to Kacb -

14 He deceived him and made him descend with craft, and

Mahmud was full of confidence and courage •
•

15 The Banu Nadir were in an evil state, and they were
•

d~stroyed for the crimes they had committed,

16 On the morning when the Apostle of God came to them

calmly with the army, and he was fully aware of them.

17 And Ghassan, the defenders, were his helpers against the

enemy, and he was their minister.

18 He said:" I want peace, woe to you: " but they shrank

from it, and they made a covenant with falsehood and

fraud.

19 They experienced evil as a result of their actions, for

every three of them had only one camel.

20 -cThey were compelled to emigrate to QaYnuqa , and their

palm-trees and houses were left behind.

********************
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1 I was astonished at the command of Allah. He is able to

do whatever He intends; no-one can overcome Him.

2 He decreed that we should meet a people who acted

wrongfully on the day of Badr; the way of wrongdoing

always makes people act unjustly.

3 They mustered their troops and called out those who were

their neighbours until their army had a multitude of men.

4 All of them marched to us, making for no-one else, with

both Kacb and cami r among them.

5 The Apostle of God was among us and Aws were round him

like a strong refuge, mighty and helping him to victory.

6 All of the people of Banu Najjar were under his standard,

on foot in soft white mail, and the dust was rising.

7 When we fought with them and every man exerted himself

for his companions, steadily facing death,

8 We witnessed that there is no lord but God, and that His

Apostle appeared to us with the truth.

9 Our light swords were bared, as though they were fire

brands shaken at your eyes by those who drew them.

10 With them we destroyed their army, they scattered, and

the wicked were meeting their fate.

11 Abu Jahl was flung dovm on his face, and cut ba our

swords left lying on the ground.
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12 Shayba and TaymI acted treacherously in the battle

( fled away); both of them denied Him who sits on the

Throne.

13 May they become fuel at very bottom of the fire: every

infidel will certainly go to Hell.

14 It will blaze upon them, its heat having been increased

by fragments of iron and stone burning fiercely.

15 The Apostle of God had said:" Come forth ", but they

turned their backs and said: You are only a sorcerer,

16 Because of a matter for which God wished them to perish.

There is no-one who can resist something that God has

decreed.

************
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55

1 0 eye, be generous, truly do not be niggardly with your

tears, and do not make them small:

2 For a leader whose death has crushed us, noble in battle

and in his origin.

3 Bold in advance, with keen weapons/ fully armed, worthy

of being praised, and valued when put to trial.

4 CUbayda has died and we cannot put our hope in him when

any good or evil thing comes upon us.

5 He used to defend the rear-guard with the sharp-edged

sword on the morning of battle.

************
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1 0 Safiyya, stand up and do not be weak, and make the
•

women to weep over Hamza,
•

2 And do not be weary with your long weeping over the

lion of God in the mel'ee,

3 Because he was a great help to our orphans, and a lion

of the battle-field amid the arms.

4 He aimed by doing this to please Ahmad and to enjoy the
•

favour of the Lord of the Throne and greatness.

***************
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Kacb b. Malik 57

1 Do the children of vileness think that we are not equal

to you as horsemen?

2 We are people who do not reckon death a disgrace, and we

do not turn away when the piercing spears are being

thrust at us.

3 We entertain our guest with the top parts of the humps,

and we strike the head of the proud and haughty one.

4 We repel the brave marked warriors when they behave

haughtily towards us with blows that dispel the pride of

the stiff-backed,

5 With every warrior, defender of truth, glorious, noble

and rapacious like the lion of the thorny tree.

6 They fight in defence of their noble descents and their

long-possessed property, with swords that split the

heads beneath the helmets.

7 Inquire of the Banu Badr when you meet them, what our

brethren did on the day of the struggle.

8 vfuen you escape from battle, conceal whom you met, but

do not conceal the news concerning you when you are in

the assemblies.

9 And say: We escaped from the claws of a lurking lion in

whose breast was rancour that could not eradicated.

********************
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1 Have Ghassan heard news of us, even though there is

between them and us a wide desert in which travel is very

difficult? -

2 Deserts and high mountains, whose black colour seen from

a distance, seems as if were clouds of scattered dust

settling;

3 vlliere tough and strong camels become exhausted and jaded,

and the abundant rain of years does not stay but goes on

to other pasturage; (The second hemistich seems to

have precisely the opposite meaning to that adopted here,

i.e." remains and pastures", but this does not make sense

in the context, and it is probable that the poet intended

the verse to have the meaning that I have rendered ).

4 Where the grease of the corpses of the foundered ones

shines like the embroidered linen of merchants;

5 vlliere there are oryx and white-bellied antelopes walking

in flocks one after the other, and the eggs of the ostrich

the shells of which are split open.

6 Our fighters, who defend our religion, are great trained

squadrons on whose heads helmets shine.

7 Every solid and well wrought coat of mail kept in store,

when put on looks like a full pond.

8 You must inquire about Badr from anyone whom you meet,

because the information about hidden things is useful.
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9 We were in a land of fear; if its people had been any

other than us indeed they would have left it by night

and dispersed.

10 ~llien a rider of ours came, his saying was: Be ready

to fight the force that Ibn Harb is bringing and
•

collecting.

11 However much that which ensnared us would alarm other

men, we were better able to endure it than anybody else.

12 If all ma~~ind had ensnared any others thatn us, they

would have given in and split up.

13 We continued our fighting until no tribe remained

against us but those who were afraid and in a critical

cond~tion.

14 When they pitched their tents at al-cIrd, our chiefs
•

said: Where shall we cast seeds if we do not defend

al-cIrd?
•

15 The Apostle of God whose order we follow, was among us;

when he says something among us we do not look at him

( in fear ).

16 The spirit came dovrn to him from his Lord, sent down

and raised up through the air of heaven.

17 We consult him in what we intend, and our utmost object

is to obey and hearken whenever he expresses a desire.

18 vllien they came forth to us, the Apostle of God said:

Cast aside the fear of death and desire it.



246

19 Be like those who purchase life by seeking favour with

a king by whom they will be revived and resurrected.

20 But take your swords and rely only on God; indeed all

things are at His command.

21 We marched towards them openly when they were in their

dwell~ngs in the forenoon, wearing our helmets and we

did not show humility,

22 In a compact squadron with armour and spears; when they

take up position, they do not hold back.

23 We dived into a wave of the sea, in the centre of which

were men from various tribes, some of them without helmets

and some wearing helmets.

24 They were three thousand, while we were a choice company,

three or four hundred at the most.

25 We attacked them by turns, and death was running between

us; we made them drink of the cistern of death and we

drank it as well.

26 Bows of the Nabc tree exchanged giftes between us; it was

nothing but wood cut at Yathrib.

27 There were arrows made by Sacid in Mecca, which were
•

poisoned at the time that they were made.

28 Sometimes they struck the bodies of men and sometimes

they passed resounding across the valleys of Bisar •
•

v
29 And there were caoalry that you could see in the wide

plain; they were like locuts brought by the east wind and
assambled in the cool.
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30 When we encountered each other, and ~he mill of battle

turned - and something decreed by God cannot be rejected

31 We struck them until we left their chiefs as though they

were timber thrown down upon depressed ground,

32 From morning until we recovered our strength in the

evening, as though our flame were the heat of a fire

that was whirling round them.

33 Very qUickly they hastened in pain, as if they were

departing waterless clouds the rain of which the wind

had made to fall.

34 We advanced and our rearguard came slowly, as though we

were lions crouching over meat in EIsha.

35 We struck them and they did the same to us, and perhaps

we should have gained victory, but that which is with

God is more spacious.

36 Our mill turned and made their mill turn, and everyone

of them was satiated with evil.

37 We are people who see no disgrace in killing, for those

who protect and guard their sacred things.

38 And we endure the doubtful vicissitudes of time; you never

see eyes of ours shedding tears for our slain.

39 We are sons of war; if we are victorious we do not co~mit

atrocities, not do we feel pain from the talons of war.

40 We are sons of war; we do not care about what you may

say, nor are we anxious about what war brings.
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41 We'were a bright blaze ( dauntless warriors) the heat of

which people ward off, and those who are near it are

driven back with the marks of fire on their cheeks.

42 You~e vied in glory with me, 0 Ibn Zibcara, and a

group looking for you set out to follow you at the end

of the night.

43 Ask Macadd and others about your glory, who is the most

disgraced and infamous of men?

44 To whom has war not left anything of which to boast?

and whose face has been most humiliated on the day

of war?

45 We pressed you hard with God's help, and victory was hard

to win, and the spear points were drawing near.

46 Our lances repeatedly charged you, the deep wounds

left by which were like the mouths of water-skin from

which water gushes forth.

47 We aimed at the men of the standards, and he who

hastened to spread the fame of the standards was

quickest to receive praise.

48 They betrayed, they gave in and they forsook one another.

God disdained all but his affair, and He is the greatest

doer.

********************
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K c- b ~If-l'k.a D • na l_ 59

1 Tell the people of Ubayy that he was wrong in his opinion,

and that he passed away on the morning of the Trench;

death is to be met by everyone.

2 May God deny you what your soul inspired the desire of in

you; indeed He observes men's affairs, and He sees and

hears.

3 Inform Abu SUfyan that a spreading light from God's

guidance appeared to us through Ahmad •
•

4 Do not be desirous of collecting things which you want,

but store up carefully all that you do collect.

5 Beware, for you must know that people arriving successively

have refused to obey you and break the pledges with you.

6 AI-Bara' and Ibn cAmr have both refused, and Ascad and

Rafic will refuse as well.

7 And Sacd al-SacidI has also refused, and Mundhir is ready

to cut off your nose if you try to break them.

8 If you receive the covenant of Ibn RabIc, he does not

betray it. No-one who wishes this to happen will succeed

in persuading him to do so -

.. 9 And Ibn Rawaha would not give it to you, because the
•

breaking of it is something in comparision with which

poison is beneficial

10 In his faithfulness to it. And al-QauqilI b. samit is
•

far removed from that which you are trying to bring
about.
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11 Likewise Abu Haytham is faithful, submitting to fulfil

the compact that he has given.

• •
12 And Ibn Hudayr cannot be persuaded to your will, so

will you refrain from the folly of going astray?

13 And Sacd, the brother of cAmr b. cAwf, is entirely

opposed to what you have tried to do.

14 Those are stars which will not be slow to bring misfortune

upon you when they shine in the darkness of the night.

*******************
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1 The different parties knew that we would not make peace

with them, when they were all united against us and they

ridiculed our religion.

2
cUnited groups of the people of Qays b. Aylan agreed,

and Khindif did not know what would happen.

3 They tried to drive us from our religion, and we tried to

drive them from unbelief; the most merciful God sees

and hears.

4 \fJhen they enraged us in a place, the wide-reaching

assistance of God helped us against their rage.

5 This was the protection and favour of God vouchsafed to

us; those whom He does not protect perish.

6 He led us to the true religion and He chose it for us;

and God's actions are greater than those of others.

***************



1__-:>9) ~ ~.J ~ --bjJ 16I~

1 -"-::9;/ u, 0 () I LeJ)T I 0-0

......--"9)?1~~ ~>J10l;.c

L.J~~~~~

l...------9)f ~~~~ I J.;

....
l...--_~9.:.?J1 (I .J XJI ~ II

L.-..._-",:9_~.bJ;:o....J ~ l~ r..i:.:J I r

256

, 1

1 . fro 1.1 (-L 0
t..!;------;:> c-'..,..y.... l-..J r'"::"" -;)

..
C----::--:·C!.o.<J..; rrJ~ I ~...I..::-I 1·

1.-- ......: .,.....l.> ..lS I.;L: ~~ 1 1

I..J!~ --.;>o>~ r ~ I .i9 I.;~ I \'

'--__--7",J..;9.0 0()) L~l~,) I r

('------'I~e, F ) ..i ~ )T I ~,) I ~

'--- -:' r-h:.. I..=......;.~ I 0
;,) '-- ./ -, '--

l..-- ~_~lc ~ J ~ r) \' ·
.. L.,I .....45' rrJ U).r- '1 1.;.,.; I " 1

JI-----~!l.....~ ~ .J.:..~ ~ \' \'



257

++++++++++++++++



258

1 I

~~I_I

'iV_'it ~u~...I_1

;; ~aiJ I >-=:- _,

• .....i;U:JI d l~I ~o J.,....,)I~I U9- uL.> yl.9

C.r:J1 - i

~~ w~ ...II) '...i~lv·) 0-01./-:";'.>...;1 k :Q~L~ • l;~ :~_ 1

. ci.:::J I :~) I

~ I ...I1...l..> :..J..:-;~ I u~ •0~! .~ L~ t..~':> ,;;9).C~ : ~\.9...,.j I_A

t::--o d ~...; a..;..-::f ;; ...l..;..l.:> ~) ~ C.....::::- : &;:5 '0~ I t: 1.;..,0

• I..:-"~ '11



259

•0 '.).c.;J I : I..)...l~ I • '-;-yJ I (>:: :'--b..;J I ;; I..l-(.· J U--~ '11 (.J : J~ '11 ~~ - ~

• ~;:.~ LL.,J>...o : l:9j .J-Q

• 19..) 1.>. I..> I : li:.r _ 1 .

:~~ :~I' jWI~I v~.>J1 : 0-';;~ : ~.>J10b- 11

. j.,o'1l ~jJl :-.j?~ : l:9)~I' r:fl' ~l
.' " 0- • I 'I
~ '-.;;;>0..)_

-'-;.;:: . ,-:,.rJ I d Q;i v I : I~ • I> W I vk '-:-'O.>..oJ I~~ 1 :~) 1-- 11

'~I~.) L.~ ~)~-;-,yJl ~ 1.:!J;1 r..i..->.::..;

.~l;~,~ :~..)·r.,.li;101 :~l;01_IY

• ~ L;. :~ • ~ : L L.c..i I •~~ L: '-:'.) 6-; :..0~ _ 1A

. c~~ ~~ I JW I :~)cJ I • r:..tiJ I J WI: .J)l:J I - I '1

0~ 0 jJ 1.b:}J 1>-!):, ) ~:::.~ :0~ 1 • v~ I d (.:ft') ;; .J)!j

• 0..i'11 d

• ~..i : l:9~ _ \' 0

+++++++++++++



260

1 We cleared Tihama and Khaybar from all doubts, then we

collected together the swords.

2 We put them in store, and if they had been endowed with

speech, their edges would have said: Daus or Theqif.

3 I am not a son of my mother if you did not see them, and

there were thousands of us in the courtyard of your house.

4 We were pulling down the roots ( of our houses ) in the

valley of Wajj, and your houses remained behind you

desolate.

5 Our foremost cavalry came up with you, leaving behind a

great number of troops.

6 When they alighted in your courtyard, you heard a loud

rumbling noises from those that halted there,

7 Holding thin and cutting swords in their hands, which

made death visit those who opposed them,

8 Like flashes of lighting refined by Indian blacksmiths,

not made of the matal with which doors are plated.

9 You would believe that the blood of gallant warriors on

them on the morning of the battle was mixed saffron.

10 It was certain for them; did they not find any good adviser

from those who had a thorough knowledge of us,

11 To tell them that we had gathered excellent and well-bred

horses.
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12 And that we had come to them with an army that would

surround the wall of their fort with its ranks,

13 vfuose chief was the Apostle and he was firm, clean­

hearted, enduring, patient,

14 Well-directed, a ruler, thoroughly knowing and forbearing,

not light-minded and unsteady.

15 We obey our Prophet and we obey a Lord who is the

Merciful and has been compassionate to us.

16 If you offer us peace, we will accept it, and will make

you our support and our place of rest.

17 If you refused, we will steadfastly fight you, and there

will never be trembling and weakness in our courage.

18 We shall fight as long as we live, or until you come

submissively and fearfully to Islam.

19 We fight, not caring whom we encounter, wheher we

destroy long-possessed goods or newly-acquired property.

20 How many groups have gathered against us, firmly rooted

men and their confederates!

21 They have come to us thinking that there was no match for

them, but we have cut off their ears and noses,

22 With smooth and burnished Indian swords, with which we

have driven them harshly before us,
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23 For the sake of God and Islam, so that the faith may be

established firmly and rightly;

24 And that al-Lat, al-cUzza and Wudd may be forgotten,

and we may strip them of their necklaces and earrings.

25 They came to acknowledge defeat and to live in peace,

and he who did not cease from war was ignominiously

killed.

****************



263

l'i

. 6'---_->9>-; i.;~..lIl..:.:.. L I l; .-0v- ....~ .r-

~)..l..s l; de ~ ~I ~ I

<- ... L . .,.$....J I ;; I.J..C l; L '"
-~~~ L .

++++++++++++++++++



264

~'rJ1 _I

I- 1 /'i d~II~I.k..,_\

:' 11 rC..r-' -

- L::v...} ~ ~.., ,~~.J c..:.~ 41. :9~ I : I..r'~ - I

- i.....-: I~...b G - I'WJ I : r1;:)/1 . ~ ..~ :b II ,;;..JWI: ;;.~ .~ J1- \'

-c...£.r:~.r.~ :~

+++++++++++++++++



265

Kacb b. Malik 62

1 Inform Fihr, although their dwelling-places are far away ­

and today they received true news about us -

2 That we, on the morning of the hill-side in the valley of

Yathrib, were steady while the flags of deaths were

waving.

3 We fought steadily against them because steadiness is our

natural disposition; when the niggardly ones hastened to

flyaway, we went up and ascended high.

4 As usual, we acted with steadfastness; from of old we have

acted thus in our resolves and gained preeminence.

5 We fought irresistably, led by a Prophet who brought the

truth, was chaste, and believed in.

6 Has the news of the he~rn limbs and cracked skulls not·

reached the courtyards of Fihr b. Malik?

****************
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Kacb b. Malik 63

1 He who takes pleasure in the exchange o r blows ( in the

battle-field ) which sou~ds like the crackle of

blazing reeds,

2 Let him come to a place of lions where the swords were

whetted, between al-Mazad the side of the Trench.

3 They were well-trained to strike those who carried

insignia, and they entrusted the breath of their lives

to the Lord of the sunrise,

4 Among troops by whom God helped His Prphet, and He has

always been beneficent to His servant.

5 All of them were covered in strong arL10Ur whose trains

were dra\Vl1 along the grolL~d like a pond of water that

ripples where the wind blows over it_

6 In shining well-wrought mail whose studs looked like the

pupils of the eyes of locusts, well-woven and trusty

7 In strong mail which was caught up by the baldric of an

Indian sword made of refined steel, sharp and shining

8 This together with piety is our dress on the day of

battle, and at every moment that belongs to brave

fighters.

9 If the points of our swords did not reach the enemy

because of their shortness, we made them reach by

stepping forvlard.
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10 Then you could see the skulls of the enemy lying exposed

to the sun, not to speak of the hands which were as if

they had not been created.

11 We encountered the enemy with a conc€ntrated column,

sweeping away their masses as if making for the top of

al-Mushriq.

12 We prepared against the enemy every young, swift, red
we

white-legged, pieb~d horse,

cl
13 Racing with horsemen whose lark bay horses in the battle

were like lions taking rest on dev~ ground that is lightly

moistened

14 Trustworthy troops who offer death to brave ones with

deadly spears under blinding dust.

15 God ordered these horses to be tied ( ready to meet)

His enemy in battle - indeed God is the best helper

16 To be a cause of anger to the enemy and a wall for the

house, if the horses of the rebellions approached it.

17 God the powerful provides us with strength from Himself,

and with true steadfastness in time of war.

18 And we obey and answer the command of our Prophet, and

when he calls to war, no-one arrives before us.

19 vfuen he calls to difficult tasks, we come to them, and

when we see the thick of the fight, we hurry to it.

20 He who follows the sayings of the Prophet, is obeyed

among us and truly believed.

21 In this he helps us to gain victory and displays our might,

is beneficent to us 'Viith the means of obeying the Prophet.

22 Those who do not believe in Huharnmad are infidels and have

strayed from the path of piety:
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1 1£ the Banu Lihyan had waited, they would have enco1L~tered
•

troops in the midst o£ their tents, brave £ighters.

2 They would have encountered horsemen £ear o£ whom £illed

hearts, £acing a strong army ( o£ 5000 men ) like the

Milky way.

3 But they were as weasels who arrived one a£ter the other

at the valleys o£ the Hijaz, where there was no way out •
•

*****************
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Kacb b. Malik 65

1 The eyes of others were asleep, but your eyes were flowing

abundantly with tears like a patched and moist water-skin

dropping its water,

2 On the night when cares came upon me, sometimes weeping

( with a nasal sound ) and sometimes restless in bed.

3 Sorrow returned to me time after time, and I spent the

night as if I were responsible for the constellations of

Ursa and Pisces ( Major ).

4 And as if there were between my ribs and bowels an

internal blaze which returned to me by night,

5 In grief for those who arrived ( one day ) at Muta

successively, and were left and not removed from there.

6 God's blessibgs on them, the brave fighters, and may full

clouds grant their bones rain.

7 At }1uta, to please God, they made their souls endure the

fear of destruction and of shrinking from the battle-field.

8 They advanced in front of the Muslims, as if they were

excellent stallion camels clothed in ample mail.

9 They were led by Jacfar, and his standard was before

their commander; how excellent that commander was!

10 Until the ranks were dispersed, and Jacfar was struck

down where the ranks encourrt.er-ed heavy going.
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11 The luminous moon changed because of his death, and the

sun was eclipsed and almost disappeared.

12 He was foremost in war, a strongly built man of Hashim,

lofty in leadership and lordship, irremovable.

13 They were a people through whom God protected His

servants, and to whom came the revealed book.

14 They surpassed other groups of men in nobility and

generosity, and their minds forgave those who were ignorant.

15 They did not give their gifts to the foolish, and their

orator was seen settling things correctly.

16 They had bright open faces, and their hands gave bountifully

when the barren days apologised for having nothing.

17 God was pleased with their leading His creation rightly,

and the Prophet was made victorious by their afforts.

********************
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1 Tell Quraysh - the best speech is the truest, and the

truth has always been welcomed by the intelligent

2 That we slew your chiefs, the men of the standards, to

avenge our dead, so why make more ado?

3 On the day of Badr we met you with the victory-giving aid

of Mlkal and JibrIl.

4 If you kill us, our religion is still the true one, and

to be killed on behalf of the truth brings favour with

God.

5 If you consider that our religion is foolish, the views of

those who oppose Islam lead them into error.

6 Do not long for the increase of war, but remain at home;

those who engage in war are a reddish-black colour and

ardent.

7 We will strike you so violently that the female hyenas

will rejoice at the pieces of meat cut off your bodies.

8 We are the sons of war who left flow its milk and take

its fruits, and those who are full of hatred are

punished by us with a striking punis~~ent.

9 If Ibn Harb escapes from it after being hit on the
•

collar-bones - and the command of God is carried out

10 It will acquaint him with forbearance and admonish him

if he is a man of sense and reason.

11 If you descend into the valley of the torrent, a very
quick stroke will strike you on the side of its bed.
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12 Groups of men around the Prophet, will meet you, with

breastplates which they prepare for war -

13 stock of Ghassan's family, with their baldrics loose, not

cowards and not without shields or lances,

14 Walking towards the dark clouds of battle, like bro~~

easy-paced stallions,

15 Or as lions walk on soil which has been moistened

slightly by a day of drizzle carried by the north wind

from Gemini,

16 In strong and well-wroght mail like a pool of water,

which is produced by a white streamlet like a sword,

17 vlhich turns the edge of the arrowhead contemptuously and

the sword returns from it with notched edge.

18 Even if you threw off the mountain of Salc from your

backs and you enjoy a prolonged life and put off death,

19 There will always be revenge to be taken on you among the

people for one whose grave stones are erased but remains

unavenged.

20 Servant and free-born, generous and trusted were like

prey driven towards al-Madina as prisoners and slain.

21 We were hoping to catch your rearguard, but riders of ours,

not without lances or shields, hurried you on,

22 vlhen anyone among them commits an offence, they know very

well that responsibility is borne for what is committed.

23 He does not commit any crime publicly; he is not

blameworthy or set back by a fine.
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Kacb b. Malik 67

1 Say to Quraysh, though they are far away, tl Do you boast

of having obtained something from us that you could not

obtain? tl

2 You boasted concerning those who were killed and received

favours from God, who is most generous.

3 They went to paradise, and they left for you lions who

defend their whelps,

4 Who fight in defence of our religion, and having in their

midst a Prophet who never shrinks from the truth.

5 Macadd shot at him abuse and the arrows of unceasing

hostility.

**********************
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68

1 Have Ghassan heard in their far remote tents - the most

reliable informant about matters is the one who knows -

2 That the people of Macadd, both the ignorant and the

sensible among them, shot arrows at us in enmity.

3 Because we worshipped only God, reposing in no other our

hope for paradise, when there came to us the one who

promised it to us -

4 A Prophet who had the inheritance of his honour among

his people, and whose veins of truth were purified by

their origin.

5 They advanced and we advanced, until we met, as if we

were lions of battle, whose wounded ones were despaired of.

6 We struck them in our charge until the chief of the tribe

of LU'ayy fell down upon his evil nose.

7 Then they turned away and we thrust them down with

sharp-cutting swords; their confederates and their o\~

men were alike to us.

**************
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1 I adjure you by your generous father's life, to ask those

who ask favours of us.

2 If you ask there you will not be told lies; he whom you

ask will tell you the truth:

3 That we, on the nights of bones ( when bones were cooked

for food because of the wide-spread famine ) were feeding

those who came to us -

4 Multitudes of men sought shelter in our court-yards from

hardship in the famines that lasted for years _

5 With gifts of favours from our wealthy men, and with patient

generosity to the destitute.

6 The wars have left us mutilated pieces of those with whom

we have competed since we were created.

7 (There are ) Watering-places towards which the young camels

hasten; whoever sees them would consider them ground

covered with black stones.

8 There the excellent camels, dust-coloured, intensely dark,

red and white were humbled.

9 There was a torrent of men like the wave of the Euphrates,

that sent forward a reddish-black troop in a deadly charge.

10 You could see that their colour was like that of stars;

they milled about, astonishing the beholders.
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11 If you are ignorant of our affairs, ask those of our

neighbours who have knowledge of us,

12 How we behave if many-battled, severe fierce-biting,

long-lasting war begins.

13 Do we not tie upon it the ci sab ( rope for tying the
•

camels' thighs) until it gives milk and until it

becomes gentle?

14 There was a day, when the dust was continuously rising,

of great terror and fierce fire,

15 Long-lasting, with fierce heat of fighting, the fearsome-

ness of which kept away those born of servile descent.

16 You would think that the warriors were pleasurably and

luxuriously drunk with its events.

17 Those of them were on the right were exchanging the cups

of death with the edges of swords.

18 We witnessed it; we were as strong as the enemy; we were

under a cloud of dust and warriors wearing distinguishing

marks,

19 With slight-noised, fine and well-blooded swords, made in

Busra, disliking to remain in the scabbard,
•

20 vlliich did not become notched or bent, and did not desist

from cutting 1L~til we were stopped.

21 Like the lightning of Autumn in the hands of warriors,

they afflicted stalwart heads with its blood.



296

22 Our fathers taught us striking, and we too, shall teach

our sons

23 The fighting of warriors and the lavishing of all

long-possessed goods for the glory of our genealogies,

as long as they remain.

24 'ihen a great champion passes away, his descendants take

his place, and they bequeath it to others after them.

25 We grow to manhood and our fathers perish, and while we

rearing sons we pass away.

26 I inquired about you a Ibn Zibcara, and I was informed

that you were only a slave-born man among the tribe.

27 Wicked, circled by disgraces, persisting in committing

blameworthy actions time after time.

28 You poured forth satire on the Prophet of the Lord;

may God cure you, you rude and accursed one.

29 You voice obscenities and then you hurt with them those

who are cleanly dressed, pious and faithful.

*****************
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1 There is a many a woman who ~sks about how we fared ( in

the battle-field ); if they had witnessed it, they would

have found us enduring.

2 We endured all that which befell us, relying only on God,

and we consider no-one His equal.

3 The Prophet was a minister of truth to us; with him we

surpass the whole of creation.

4 We fought those who were wrong-doers and disobedient, and

those who prepared hostility to us.

5 We contended with them when they rushed upon us, striking

blows which were swifter than those who were fast.

6 You could see us clothed in ample mail coats which looked

like pools in the wide land.

7 In our fight hands there were light and sharp swords with

which we cured the liveliness of the trouble-makers.

8 At the gate of the two trenches they looked like lions

whose tangled forest protects their coverts.

9 When our riders repeated their raids on the enemy in the

morning and the evening, looking contemptuous and wearing

their badges,

10 We helped Ahmad and God so that we might become sincere
•

slaves of truth;

11 And that the people of Mecca and many a different party

might know, when they came to us to make war,
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12 That God has no partner, and He is Lord of the believers.

13 If you slew Sacd in your folly, indeed God is the best of

those who have power.

14 He will cause him to enter beautiful gardens, which are

the resting-place of the righteous,

15 As He, repelled you in your rage, defeated, scattered,

disgraced, frustrated,

16

17
Disgraced, having obtained nothing good there; you were

almost destroyed by a violent wind which blew upon you;

you were blind under it.

********************
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c -Abdullah b. Rawaha------------------T-

c - cAbdullah b. Rawaha b. Tha laba b. Imrufal-Qays, belonged

to the most distinguished clan of the Banu al-Harith of
•

al-Khazraj; he was a noteableand distinguished chief of

his tribe before Islam. He took part in the second al-CAqba

meeting and became one of the ~lelve trustworthy men chosen

by the Prophet.

If'It is said that the Prophet, having heard his v~es recited

by others, summoned him and asked him to extemporise some

verse condemning the polytheists. He was pleased at the

result and prayed that he might continue to exercise his
"

. talents on behalf of Islam. Nost of cAbdullah IS work that

survives is from the succeeding period; in it he attacks the

idolatry and superstition of the Quraysh and promulgates

the beliefs and principles taught by the Prophet. The

major part of his work, including almost all that he

composed before Islam, is lost.

The Prophet had a high regard for him because of his

poetical gifts and thought him the equal of Hassan b. Thabit
•
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and Kacb b. T,Ialik. As well as being a poet, he was an

active warrior whom the Prophet entrusted with various

honourable or delicate missions, such as bringing to

al-Hadina the news of the victory at Badr , discovering

the real sentiments of the Banu Qurayza and going to
•

al-Khaybar to kill Usayr b. Darim the Jew. Later he fought
•

against the Greeks as second-in-command to Zayd b. Haritha,
•

and was killed with him and Jacfar the brother of cAlI

at Muta in A. D. 629.

********************
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cAbdullah b. Rawaha 71
•

1 vllien you conveyed me, and carried my luggage, on a

four nights' journey after swampy ground covered with

dust and sand,

2 Your standing was very good, and blame had deserted you;

I will never return to a people behind me.

3 The Muslims came and left me in Syria, a desireable place

to stay.

4 You were taken back by noble men all of whom were close

to God, though estranged from their brothers.

5 There I shall not think about the growth of that which

is watered by rain or the palm whose roots are watered by

man.

****************



306

Y'i

~-~~-' ~r ~~ ~c.)lbl

l...o-~•.I.>-lc.1 U 15' ~ ~ )t.::J j ..J L-.j

~ ~y~1 b..)~ ..1iJ0~

L.----..Xl~f -'~ ISJ I JT Y-. r

T
+++++++++++++++

y



307

~lrll _I

11 1 / '\ rl.:.:..Jb ~;J d...~ I ~~ I _ 1

c:.PI -,

• ~ - \I i: tb:~ - II b .~ :c.h _ I.:,r- 'P .:,r- J

• I..l::~ b.; 19 : Wi-I u15 10 ~ • L~~ : ~f - '\

.~ ''-;-~ : t. Lb • '..r~ :~y-'

. U . .h..-..... . :..iJ1 :,.,sl
- u -~ '-'

.~ :~_t

: A- "" • ~ t· I~ I .. ':J 1 •..- II c>
""9-'" ~ V""J ·u..r--

• L,~ L."...:c : 4~ ~ - 1

+++++++++++++++



308

cAbdullah b. Rawaha 72
•

1 I swear by my life the mill of battle ground, after it

had made Lu'ayy fly towards East and West,

2 The remnants of the people of the two priests and their

great power, and this was humbled after being victorious.

3 Salam and Ibn SaCya were violently struck and Ibn Akhtaba
•

was fettered, subject to fate.

4 He was seeking to draw the milk of glory, but rrumiliation

desired that what he collected in milking was the opposit

of what his hands intended.

5 Like one who leaves the level ground and seeks out the

rough ground. He was among men the hardest and least

generous.

6 So were shas and cAzzal; they were roasted in the fire of

war, and they did not escape from it as others did.

7 Both cAwf b. Salma and Ibn cAwf, and Kacb, the leader of

the people, passed away and their endeavours had been

of no avail.

8 May NadIr and their like perish, whether the result of war
•

be victory or God!

****************
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cAbdullah b. Raw'aha
• 73

1 0 soul if you are not killed, you will surely die; this

is the fate that you must suffer.

2 \ihatever you desired you have been given; if you do that

which the two of them do you will be guided aright.

***************
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cAbdullah b. Rawaha 74
•

1 Remember, after she left the stony table-land, having

enslaved my heart like the son of a slave -

2 Like an ill man who is seen walking among the people and

conceals his chronic disease for a time --

3 She hunted all the weak youths, until she caught them,

even though she did not like to catch them.

4 She caught your heart on the day when she displayed an

oval-cheeked, broad-foreheaded face and beautiful neck.

5 Her breast wes adorned~ earrings and pearls lying on

her necklaces.

6 If she is niggardly to you with her possession, and

turns to union with a new lover,

7 I swear by your life that no friend suits me who breaks

promises and is avariciousJ~~

8 It is no empty boast that the tribes L~ew that, when our

lamp was not sleeping,

~~~w

9 We would bring out in the winters, when they were &cvcrc,

nobly and generously,

10 Cauldrons in which were submerged pieces of flesh of.
different colours, some white and others black.

11 vllien you reach Yathrib or see it, you will find that we

are the noblest born there;
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12 And the severest in strength against the enemy and the

most pliant to those who were seeking good;

13
Vi1

And the most eloquent when they assemble to talk over

any matter, and the most resolute and faithful in our

promises.

14 vllien we are called to a war or to help a neighbour we

are the most in number.

15 vllien you call me concerning Jusham b. cAwf, you never

find me afflicted or alone.

16 There are round me a party of men of sacida b. cUmar,

who, by Allat, are clad in steel.

17 You claimed that those you seized ( as prisoners ) were

kings, but we claim those we seized were slaves.

18 We do not want to take revenge on the confederates,

and we have captured the rulers and the ruled.

19 Your women in e~y house have become old in their

wrists and cheeks.

20 We left the tribe of Jahjabay like the daughters of a
•

poor man, and cAwf sitting in their assemblies.

21 The people of Abu Umayya we made legitimate prey,

and cAwf, by God, we made to follow Thaoud,

22 And you were asking Yahud for money; now you have found

Yahud among them.

23 They rejected/gave back the booty that was taken from

TarIf, Eahham and the people of Abu YazId.
• • •

****-1:-**********
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cAbdullah b. Rawaha
• 75

1 We quarrel with people on account of good repute and

honour, and we seize them as prisoners of war; it is

among us that the Prophet is, and it is to us that the

chapters of the Quran are being revealed.

2 You know that there is no tribe who have overcome us,

even though they were many and strong.

3 0 Hashim. tribe of good, indeed God has made you

superior to all the world, with a superiority that does

not change.

4 I have discerned in your goodness that I recognise, with

a discernment that contradicts what they saw in you.

5 If you asked any of them for their assistance in your

difficulty, they did not give you refuge and did not

assist you.

6 May God confirm the good that He has given you, as He

did to Moses, and may He give help, as the other prophets

were helped.

******************
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cAbdullah b. Rawaha 76
•

1 My eye shed tears and it did so rightly, but there was

no help in crying and weeping,

2 For the lion of God on the day when they said: Is that

murdered man Hamza?
•

3 Both the Muslims and the Prophet were shocked there by it.

4 0 Abu Yacla, the members of your body were broken, and you

were always a glorious, pious and bounteous man.

5 Your Lord's peace be upon you in paradise, and may you

enjoy there unceasing pleasure:

6 0 hashim, the best of men, endure patiently, for all

your deeds have been good and beautiful.

7 The Apostle of God is patient and generous, and whenever

he speaks, he speaks by the command of God.

8 vllio will inform LU'ayy what I am saying: That after today

things will surely change.

9 Have they not before today become acquainted with and

tasted our attacks by which our thirst for revenge was

quenched?

10 Have you forgotten our fighting at the ancient well of

Badr on the morning when swift death came to you;

11 That morning when Abu Jahl fell dO\Vll, with the vultures

hovering above him and waddling over him.
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12 cUt ba and his son fell dovln together and Shayba was cut

by the polished sword.

13 We left Umayya lying on the ground and there was a huge

lance in his chest.

14 - -cAsk the sl~ulls of the Banu Rabi a, for our swords bear

notches from them.

15 Do not rejoice at the death of Hamza, 0 Hind; your power
•

is humbled.

16 Weep for him, 0 Hind, and do not grow weary; you are the

one who are bereaved and should weep.

******************



324

yy

,--.__A~) J~ ~ ~ ~;J

1"-----"":':0.-0:0 ~ ~) .b; ~ ~

(

r

A.

(

+++++++++++++++++++



325

~I_~I_I

. st v / I r~ c:....~'i i,~1 t~1 _I

d ..L.-a.iJI_\'
- >=':

0;; :~:.) ~I~c..;15 dG-o I:r .L;--.r-JI CO~"..b4J1 ~ :.b.9~ - r

• 6)j.o~1 J5 d '1.;.;, 6~) L~u~L::';:. ~~ d~.b~1 L~

• ~~ :~ . ..::..~'jl :~'i...aJ1 .. ~ :0-1> 0~ -~

. ..< L. ~,..J' .•~ I : ~_. .;;.J L, :;; 1_-", - <~ I :'-'."t;D I 0fr""~ i' "" - . v ~- -- r- .r -

:~ • ~1w;1 ~~ ~I :4.bbJl . ~~J-; :~ _1

. J.:}' I 4-: r-Y u=J I ;; ~ ...t>J I

++++++++++++++++



326

cAbdullah b. Rawaha 77

1 I have heard that which the people cannot understand;

they thought that Zaynab was disobedient and and a

wrongdoer.

2 Muha-mmad was not shamed by her expulsion, upon a field
•

where the perfumes of Manshim were poured between us.

3 Abu Sufyan regretted and repented of the confederation

with Damdam and of the war with us.
• •

4 We joined his son cAmr and his freed slave with noisy

and well-wrought iron fetters.

5 I swear that troops of cavalry, chiefs of a great army,

should not leave us in a throng that wore distinguishing

marks.

6 We shall pull along unbelieving Quraysh with a rope above

their noses until we brand them once again.

7 We shall send them do\v.n to the sides of Najd and Nakhla,

and if they go to the lowlands of Hijaz, we shall come
•

there with cavalry and infantry.

8 Our way will never deviate, and we shall set them together

with the remains of cAd and Jurhum.

9 A people that did not obey Muhammad will regret their
•

condition, and for what a time they will regretl

10 If you meet Abu SUfyan, tell him: If you are not sincere

in accaepting Islam and in offering adoration,
11 Then you must know that you will be disgraced in this

life and will wear a garment of pitch in Hell for ever.
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cAbdullah b. Rawaha 78
•

1 We brought the horses from Aja l and Farc, their bellies

f~lled with grass.

2 We provided them with shoes made of flints, smooth, as

though their surfaces were leather.

3 They stopped at Mucan for ~NO nights, and they were

allowed to rest after their weariness.

4 We marched forward and our horses were swift in their

speed; the hot wind breathed in their nostrils.

5 I swear by my father, we shall reach Ma'ab, even though

there are Arabs and Greeks there.

6 We set their reins in order, and they came stern-faced,

and the dust was their flock/girdle.

7 With a clamorous army, the tops whose helmets, when they

appeared, looked like stars.

8 A woman content with life, whom our spears have divorced,

may remarry or remain alone.

*****************
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cAbdullah b. Rawaha 79
•

1 I swear, 0 my soul, you shall take the field, or you will

be compelled.

2 If the people assemble, shouting and screaming, why do I

see you spurning paradise?

3 You have been secure for a long time; are you anything

but a drop of water in a worn-out water-skin?

***********
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cAbdullah b. Rawaha 80
•

1 We reached an agreement with Abu SUfyan that our meeting-

place would be Badr, but we did not find him faithful to

his words, and did not fulfil his promises.

2 I swear if you had fulfilled your promises and had met us,

you would have returned blameworthy, and would have lost

your nearest kin.

3 We left at Badr the limbs of cUt ba and of his son, and we

left cAmr Abu Jahl buried there.

4 You rebelled against the Apostle of God, shame on your

religion and on your evil state that led you into errorl

5 Even if you treat me rudely, I will say: May my relatives

and my wealth be the ransome of the Apostle of God.

6 We obeyed him and did not consider anyone among us his

equal; he is a bright star guiding us in the darkness of

night.
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cAbb- - ~-' ­as D. lurdas------------------

cAbbas b. Mirdas b. Abu cImir b. Harith of Sulaym was
•

born noble on,both sides; his father Mirdas married al-Khansa',

the most celebrated pre-Islamic poetess who bore him six

children, five male and one female called cAmr a• Like their

mother, all displayed literary gifts, but cAbbas surpassed

the others in poetry, horsemanship, fame and tribal authority,

and was always a highly-honoured figure among people.

cAbbas himself relates the story of how he accepted Islam:

Ii He said: 'When my father was about to die, he guided me

to the family idol named Dimar, to pay homage to it. I kept
•

it in my home, and visited it every day. After the Prophet

Muhammad became well-known as a Prophet in Arabia, I heard
•

a strange voice one night that caused fear in my heart. I

ran to the idol to seek its help; when I came near to it,

a voice came out from its mouth, stating that }Iuhammad was
•

a true Prophet follovling after Jesus, and that all idols

should be disregarded. Thereupon, being scared, I left my

home and told my tribesmen what had happened. Having heard
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it, they resolved to go to al-~adina and visit the Prophet

Nuhammad; "Then vse reached al-l·Iadina and entered the mosque
•

of the Prophet, the Prophet saw' us and asked me, II 0 cAbbas,

how are you and your Islam? " so I told him the whole story.

After hearing the story he seemed extremely happy, and all

of us then embraced Islam. "

This took place in the year 8/629, but cAbbas is repnrted

to have paid homage to the Prophet before this year, and it

is also said that while he was still a pagan he refrained

from drir~ing wine and performing other evil actions.

He was a good warrior as well as a distinguished poet.

~llien the Prophet was preparing for the conquest of Mecca,

cAbbas took part in the expedition, strengthening l1uslim

force with about one thousand fully-armed tribsmen. He also

took part in the battle of Hunayn, along with other tribal.
leaders of rajd, such as Cuyayna b. Hisn and al-AqraC b.

• •

Habis, whose loyalty the Prophet attempted to secure by
•

lavish gifts; for example, "Then a large amount of booty fell

to the lh~slims in the battle of Eunayn, the Prophet gave

two h1L~dred camels each to Abu SUfyan and his son MuCawiya,
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and one hundred each to CUyayna, al-AqraC, Suhayl b. Cfuilr,

Safwan b. Umayya, and chiefs of Ghatafan and Tamlm. cAbbas b.

Mirdas, however, received only the trivial gift of ten camels,

although his tribe was said to have fought very bravely.

He recited. some verses complaining of the manner in which

the booty had been distributed; when the Prophet heard those,

he ordered him to be given more and more camels, until he

pronounced himself satisfied.

After the conquest of Mecca, cAbbas withdrew to the territory

of Sulaym and lived there until the time of cUmar•

No complete collection of his poetry has been preserved for

us, but some has survived in early sources. Many of his poems

describe the battle of HunaYn, and in some he celebrates
•

the Prophet's victories in various battles.

. ******************************
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1 By the 81,',rift-running horses on the day of Huzdalafa, and

by the Quran which was recited by the Apostle,

2 I liked the chastisement wh.ich befell ThaqIf yesterday at

the side of the valley.

3 Of the people of Najd they were our chief enemy, the

killing of whom was more delightful than any drink.

4 We routed the whole army of Banu Qusayy, and the severity

of the fighting rubbed the Banu Ritab.

5 Hilal left some of its men at Awtas, soiled with dust •
•

6 If they had met the army of the Banu Kilab, their women

would have stood to encourage them, and the dust would

have been raised.

7 We urged our horses among them from Buss to al-Awrak,

panting under the load of booty,

8 In a clamorous army among whom was the Apostle of God, whose

troop encountered the blows.

******************
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c - - 82Abbas b. r,Hrdas

1 You have satirised the good one of the ~vo tribes of

the Jews living in al-Madlna, and your firmly established

prosperity is because of them.

2 They were more worthy that you should weep for them, and

that your people should give them their due right:

3 Gratitude, because gratitude is the best end and the

most suitable action for one who does right.

4 You look like one who cuts open his head to reach a

nobility which is placed in it.

5 '\'leep for the Banu HarUn, and remember their deeds and

their killing for the hungry when you suffered from famine.

6 0 Khawvlat, shed more tears and weep for them, and turn

away from their defects.

7 If you have visited them in their settlements you would

not have said what you say.

8 They are swift to rise to glory and noble in battle and

they welcome the seeker of the good with good words.

**~.***********
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1 If the people of the tent had not left, you would have seen

in it a place of entertainment and diversion.

2 By my life, shall I show you women travelling in a

litter to Shatat and TaY'aba?
•

3 Their eyes are like the gazelles of Tabala; they are

friendly and captivate even the prudent man of experience.

4

5
When someone comes seeking good, they say: If weLcom IT

without delay i'rith smilling faces like gold coins, II any

good you want is not forbidden, and do not fear that you

will be rebuked whf.Le with us. II

6 Do not consider me a client of Ibn Misllicam Salam, nor of

Huyayy b. Akhtab.
• •

*******************
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1 Cease talking nonsense. He was sufficient for us as a

leader in battle today and yesterday with his blows.

2 Khalid was more prepared than you on that morning when

he took a clear path.

3 He was helped by the command of God, urging horses

gently towards you from right and left, and not letting

them stumble.

4 They lamented Malik in the plain when they descended into

it, grim-faced and frowning in the clouds of dust.

5 If we have deprived you Salma, you have left mourners -­

men and women --- for Malik.

*****************
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1 villo will convey my message to Ghaylan? I am sure that

someone aware of the facts will come to him.

2 I will send a reply to cUr Vla, and it will consist of

something which differs from what you have said,

3 That Muhammad is a servant and Apostle of my Lord; he
•

will never go astray and never do wrong.

4 We have found him a Prophet like ~loses. Anyone who vies

with him in goodness is defeated.

5 And the Banu Qasi were unfortunate at Wajj, when things

were distributed.

6 They lost their commander, while there was a commander in

every tribe; but vicissitudes do alternate.

7 We came to them like lions of the forest, as soldiers of

God travelling openly.

8 We made for the huge mass of the Banu Qasi, in a rage that

almost caused us to fly.

9 I swear that if they had remained, we would have gone

up to them with our soldiers, and they would not have

departed.

10 We proved ourselves there as lions of Liyya, until we

made their bloodshed lawful, and al-Nusur embraced Islam •
•
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11 There was a day before at Hunayn; it came to an end
•

while blood was still flowing there.

12 No day had been heard of like it, and a people of long

memory had not heard of any day like it.

13 We killed the Banu Hutayt in the dust upon their flags
•• •

and their cavalry ran away.

14 And Dhu'l-Khimar was not the chief of a people whose

intelligence was condemned or disapproved.

15 He stood with them on the road of death, and all things

became clear to the one who perceived them.

16 Those who succeeded in saving themselves slipped away

half dead, and a great n~~ber of people were killed by us.

17 A feeble, needy, impotent and oppressed person could

not help you in your difficult time.

18 He annihilated them, and the time became ripe, and they

entrusted their affairs to him, when their chieftains

had left.

19 The Banu cAwf had good horses which carried them well;

clover and barley were given to them.

20 Had there not been Qarib and his brothers, their SO\v.n

fields and palaces would have been divided.

21 But they were invested with the leadership under a

favourable augury that was indicated.
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22 They obeyed Qarib, although they themselves had

ancestors and dreams that led to glory•.

23 If they accept Islam they will find themselves preeminent

among the people for as long as night-wakers wake ( a

long time ).

24 If they do not become ~Iuslims, then they will have war

against God, and there is nobody who will be their

helper,

25 Just as a cavalry obliterated the Banu Saca and Harb
•

by means of the people of the Eanu Ghazyya.

26 - C-.It "las as if the Banu IvIu aWlya b. Bakr were weak and

crying out to Islam.

27 We said: Accept Islam. We are your brothers. Our hearts

have become free from enmity.

28 ~llien the people came to us, they seemed blind to their

hatred after peace.

*********************
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1 vlliat has happened to your eye that it is filled with

soreness and wakefulness, like him whose eye has severe

pain and the eyelid is closed over it? ___

2 An eye to which sleeplessness came by night because of

its cares, and then the water overflowed and ran down,

3 As if it were a necklace of pearls with its maker; its

string was cut and it was scattered.

4 How far remote is the abode of the one whose love you

hope for, and whose home is beyond Samman and al-Hafar!
• •

5 Leave what is past of the days of youth! indeed youth has

disappeared; white and scanty hair has come.

6 Remember that calamity which befell Sulaym in their

dwelling-places, and in the tribe of Sulaym there were

those who deservedly could boast.

7 They are a people who helped the Merciful, and adopted the

religion of the Prophet, while other people were involved

in dispute and argumentation.

8 They did not plant the cuttings of palms in their midst,

and cows did not give voice in their winter resort.

9 But swift horses, that were like eagles, were near at

hand in an encampment round vnlich there were a great

many camels.

10 Khufaf and cAwf were called to its sides, and even the

people of Dhabvan were armed and keen on fighting ---
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11 Those who struck the forces of the polytheists in the

morning in the valley of Mecca, when souls were being

quickly separated from their bodies,

12 Until we left the place, with their dead like palm-trees

uprooted upon the upper part of the bed of a torrent.

13 Our huge gathering on the day of Hunayn was to glorify
•

Islam, and it is stored up with God ---

14 vfuen we rode upon death whose retinue was dark-coloured,

and when the way for our horses became clear from raised

dark dust,

15 Under the bariller together with Dahhak, who preceded us
• ••

like a lion walking in his private and secludeQ place,

16 In a place too narrow to continue the fight, where the sun

and moon could scarcely be seen.

17 We made our lances endure in Awtas, giving help to whom
•

we pleased for God, and winning victory for ourselves,

18 Until some of the tribes went back to their tents; but for
~

God and for us they would no~ have returned.

19 You could not see any group that had become few in number,

but that it had been affected by us.

******************
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1 We helped God's Apostle to conquer those with whom he

was angry, with one thousand armed men, and there were

countless up~ailed ones.

2 We raised a banner for him on the head of our spears.

His helpers drove the enemy back with it in the tumult

of battle.

3 We dyed it with blood, because it was the colour for it

on the morning of HunaYn when Safwan were fighting against
• •

him.

4 We, being Muslims, formed a right wing for him, and we had

the tying of the banner and the man who spread it out.

5 We were his closest adherents, rather than any others;

he used to consult with us in his affiars, and we used to

consult with him in our affairs.

6 He called us his II inner garment It, giving us preference,

and we were a great help to him against those who refused

to accept his authority.

7 May God reward Muhaw~ad the best of Prophets, and
•

support him with His help. Indeed God is his helper.

***********************
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1 0 man riding on a strong and speedy she-camel,

2 If you reach Muhammad, it is your duty to say to him when
•

the council becomes quiet;

3 0 best of those who ride camels and of those who walk

on the surface of earth, when all souls are counted,

4 We have fulfilled our pledge to you, when the horses with

their brave riders were being struck and wOUL~ded,

5 vllien a great number of people from all the enclosures of

Buhtha marched forward, the valleys between the mountains

seemed to be moved,

6 Until we, a shining armed force led by a proud commander,

reached the people of Mecca in the morning,

7 Composed of every strong man of SulaYm, whose bodies

and heads were covered by strong woven coat-mail and

helmets.

8 He quenches the thirst of the spears when he goes boldly

into the battle-field, and you would think him a lion

when he glowers;

9 He suddenly invades the column of the enemy, wearing his

badge, holding in his hand a sharp sword with which he

cuts, and carrying a supple spear.

10 It was at HunaYn that our army, by which the Apostle was
•

reinforced, reached 1000 and oecame strong.
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11 They were in the van defending the believers, and the

s~~ was most bright upon them that day.

12 We were marching under the protection of God, and God

does not allow to perish those whom He guards.

13 We stopped at al-Manaqib, where it pleased God to stop

us; how good a stopping-place it wasJ

•
14 On the day of Awtas we attacked so fiercely as to drive

off the enemy, and we were ordered to desist ___

15 Hawazin were calling for brotherhood between us; the

breast from which the Hawazin took milk was dry

16 Until we left their army as if it was a wild ass, mauled

and pursued by wild beasts.

**************



371

'-----.....;.....,'.> 6).} I' ~!Sf ~ J

,-----('O.J G.J le'J I ~..J ~ ~-' J '"

-->-- ~ss:: c.. I c... I 1.;:9 '\- :..t') -'.r-..J
d I

t---~ ~ ~ l:J ~ I ..lie

(..J0""_~ 'J I"; .Jrw) 6~ I ~

(jr----I~ I.;.iJ ~ z, t.~

t:-__....;"""o9~ s .r:b ~ J.>-l L

~ -"9....,;- ) ~ ~L J5' d

t-_b~.........."","::; t.~ ~~~ ~~

L:... -\ J - 1~
-'-~ ~

C:..-_:;.'':>'; -",1) L~'r..1.>W1L:;.. 03111

d.__...z;b.....) dX)~~ d X 1V

""'----~ J>-",) 1 J t:9 103 I~ 1A

___ L~I· ·'J_l ~ 1'\,- ~ - _ v>-' .Y) .)

+++++++++++++++++++



372

• , Va. _VA _ VV 0 ~~.JJ 1 _ 1

• Yl \' _ Yl I IV' jG. LK1 '~..)t;~..i..,~ _ Y

ll.b.,.b~ I d Y 'i ~dill _ \

.', . LcI·\19
~ I~ d...r, '-f(""

cr l _\

. c::.rJ I :e:L;, - I

'~G~I ~w.L.J~ L~""""=01 :40...l'~ ,...)...0 :~jl _'"
• IV;,.JJL 1 -:~
~ .~~.

t..:-y-J I JL~ I ~ ds.4 : L\,.r' '4-=~ :t..:-jy-J I r..J I •~ :e:9j _ r

• ilaJl ,~I :~ _ t

• \,/:> ~"ll ~ LI ,,~l 'c..-w~ ,I..:::"~~~I ,~~'> 'L,J-.';; ~I _0

~I ~ ~..r- : d..;W I ..l51iJ~ • ~ ~V~ "lIt; 0 1 :t';I~1 _1

~--l"ll~ l<!l r (".0 ",,-N..) L9 d..; t, ",,'"" ~ ~ ~ '-==- ~ I LK ciJ I, ~

~j~1 d c.l..)L:;; j~U:J~ ~ ~~~ t J..~~ ill 1 Jj-w..) uiJ)

• 4o..tW1 d ~j.r>1 ~ ~ r ~ ~..l5 ~I GIS' _A

.e.J~j~~ :t.T'~ _1·

• )-M. "-w I..) ~...) jJ I :~ I • ~ b...l ;J \..5..iJ I :.r:b - 1 1

~ ci.lo :~. ~ : ~ ...l.r: . ~ I5..J 1t-'..).JJ 1 : ,,~W I _ 1 '"

'~I~~

:~I· 4.C~...l..} ~L:>I :01.S..:..J1~...l • ~>JI ~~4 :y;o _ 1r

• d.,; Is:.o . C -_' :...)l$;;.; ll, c L;J L ~_,.~_ t....~ IV' c;z>--' - 'y>-' -' • ,



373

·..fbJJI~~~~..\.:>.~ ~~I :~L:JI _It

. 0A)~ :~ ·~~..;JI : C L~.JI _ I 0

. y ~ u L.ai; ,; I L(""'j./~"y- :~.>.; ~ v~-::;J 1 .J t5:; _ 11

• ~I d l il;~ :tr . ~ j;~ ~~ ~,;4 :, l;S)/I_IY

• ~I~~~l ~wl :~) _lA

~ 1::......1 If L:J L ..fb JJk~ I : J ~ ,~~ J--o 1::......1 :~ I _ 1Cl

• ~I-,

+++++++++++++++++



374

1 a Umrn Farwa, if you see our horses, you will find some

of them not being used and being led, and others unable

to carry their loads.

2 The battle with our enemies inhibited the healing of

their wounds; they had deep wounds that spurted blood.

3 Many a woman, being protected by our attack from the

fierceness of the wars, whose warriors could not be

frightened, said:

4 There is no delegation like that which bound us to

Muhammad with bonds that could not be cut,
•

5 Among that delegation were Abu Qatan, Huzaba, Abu Ghuyuth,
• •

6 The leaders were one hundred to whom were added another

nine hundred, so that there were one thousand in all.

7 The Banu cAwf and the people of Mukhashin collected six

hundred, while four hundred came from Khufaf.

8 ~llien the Prophet was reinforced there by our one thousand

warriors, then the Prophet entrusted a bright banner to us.

9 We became victorious with his banner, and it bequeathed

us glory of life and authority that cannot taken away.

10 On the morning when we were with the Prophet whose army

was in the valley of Mecca, and the spears were quivering,
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11 We answered rightly the caller of our Lord, and we were

composed of unarmed and helmeted men,

12 Covered in long mail-coats that were well made by David

and Tubbac when they wove iron.

13 We had a troop of horses at the two wells of Hunayn,
•

which struck the minds of the hypocrites, and a strong

rock ( army ) which could not be uprooted.

14 The Prophet was helped by us, and we were a people who

did harm ( to enemies ) or good ( to friends ) in every

calamity.

15 We fought off Hawazin that morning with our spears, and

the cavalry was covered by rising dust.

16 vfuen the Prophet feard their intensity because they

were backed by a large group of men who almost caused

the sun to set,

17 Banu Jusham were called and the groups of Nasr were
•

called among them, while the spears were lowered for the

charge.

18 Until, when the Apostle Muhammad said: 0 Banu Sulaym you
•

have fulfilled your duty, so now desist from your action.

19 We went, and if we had not been there, their fierceness

would have swept the believers away, and they would have

guarded what they had collected.

*******************
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It was boot~ that I got, when I attacked on my horse

in the sandy plain,

And I prevented people from going to sleep; when other

people went to sleep, I did not.

3 My portion of booty and that of my horse, CUbayd, were

divided between CUyayna and al-Aqrac•

4 I defended everyone in the battle, not given anything -­
and I was not protected ---

5 Except a few camels that were given to me, the same

number as cUbaYd's four legs.

. 6 But Hisn and Habis were not superior to my ancestors in
• • •

the community,

7 And I was not inferior to either of them. He whom you

humiliate today will not be raised up again.

*****************
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1 Mijdal and Mutalic ahve been deserted by their people,

and the pool of Arik and its cisterns are empty.

2 These were homes to us, 0 Jaml, when we lived with great

dignity and comfort, and the vicissi"tudes of time caused

the people of the tribe to come together.

3 (There was ) a girl of Hubayb, who went far away to
•

separate ( from me ); can past life ever return?

4 If you are desirous of pagans wothou~ being blamed, I am

a wazir of the Prophet and one of his followers.

5 The best of delegations that I have .knovm invited us to

- - chim; among them were Khuzayma, al-Marrar and Wasi •

6 So we came with a thousand of Sulayrn who wore fine

armour woven by David.

7 We swore allegiance to him at the ~fO mountains of Mecca;

we gave our pledge of allegiance to the hand of God

between the ~lO mountains.

8 We entered Mecca by force with the Prophet, carrying our

swords, and the dust was raised and spread.

9 We entered Mecca openly, and perspiration spread over the

backs of the horses, and a great quantity of hot blood

from the bellies ( of men ).

10 On the day of Hunayn, when Hawazin marched against us,
•

and men's ribs were tight and they were unable to breathe,
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11 We fought steadfastly together with al-Dahhak, and
• ••

encounters with the enemy did not frighten us away

from them,

12 In front of the Apostle of God, and a flag waved over us,

flashing like the edge of a cloud,

13 On that evening when Dahhak b. SUfyan fought with the
• ••

Prophet's sword, and death was approaching,

14 We protected our brother from our brother; if we had
~

~ttacked we would have been relatives pursuing one

another.

15 But God's religion is the faith of Muhammad, and we are
•

very pleased with it, because it contains guidance and

statutes.

16 He established our affairs by it after we had gone astray,

and there is no-one who can reject anything that God

has decreed.

*****************
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1 The remains of an intimated relatinship with U~~ Mu'ammal

were finally severed, she did not keep her promise, and

she changed her mind.

2 She had sworn by God that she would not sever all the

things concerned with love, but she did not speak the

truth, and did not respect her oath.

3 She belongs to Banu Khufaf; her summer residence is the

valley of al-CAqlq, and she stays at Wajra and cUria

among the Bedouin.

4 Even though Umm Mu'ammal favoured the pagans, she filled

my heart with great love, in spite of her abode's being

very far from me.

5 Some reporter will inform her that we have repudiated

everything and seek nothing except our Lord as our ally.

6 And now we have become companions of a leader who leads

to the right, the Prophet Muhammad, and we are counted one
•

thousand, whereas no other group reached this number,

7 With true and strong youths of Sulaym who obey his order

and do not neglect one word of his.

8 Khufai and Dhakwan and cAwf you would think black

stallions that mounted the she-camels.

9 (It was ) as if the shining mail and helmets were worn

by lop-eared lions which meet each other in their

ambushes.
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10 We strengthened God's religion, which is undeniable,

and vte doubled the number that was '\'li th him.

11 vfuen we reached Mecca, our flag seemed as if it was an

eagle whose intention was to seize its prey after

hovering.

12 We rode horses which lifted their eyes; you would thi~~

that there was among them when they ran a humming in

their bits

13 ON that morning when we trampled the polytheists under

foot, and we found no turning aside or deviation from

what the Prophet ordered,

14 On a battle-field where the people could not hear any

word from us except our inciting each other to fight

and striking with spears,

15 With swords which which lifted heads from where they

were fixed, and cut the necks of warriors at once.

16 How many we slew and left in pieces, and how many

widows crying out in grief for their husbandsl

17 Our intention is to please God, not men, and everything,

apparent or hidden, is Godts.

*********************
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1 0 last one of the prophets you are sent with the truth;

it has guided you the whole way.

2 Indeed God made you beloved of His creatures and named

you Muhammad •
•

3 Then those people who fulfilled the compact that you

made with them were soldiers over whom you appointed

• ••

4 A man, carrying sharp weapons, who, when encompassed by

the enemy, seemed to see you;

5 He did not hesitate in attacking his nearest relatives,

seeking first God's favour and then yours.

6 I tell you that I saw his charge beneath the clouds of

dust, splittillg the skulls of the polytheists.

7 Sometimes he would strangle with his two hands, and

sometimes he would cut off heads with a sharp sword.

8 And how swift were the Banu Sulaym before him, striking

and thrusting at the enemy.

9 They walked ur-der his flag, as if they were lions of

the covert, who intended to defend it.

10 They did not hope for any bond with their nearest relatives,

but they wished only to obey their Lord and sought your

affection.

11 These were our deeds that made us well-knovm, and our

Lord is your Lord.
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1 I swear by my life that on the day on which I strive to

make Dimar a partner of the Lord of the world,
•

2 And leave the Prophet of God and Aws who are his

neighbours -- they are his helpers; how excellent they

are --

3 I will be like him who leaves the level ground and seeks

out the rough ground, in order to journey into the

unknown;

4 I have believed in God, whose slave I am, and I have

disagreed with those who wished to take atrocious actions

( against the Prophet ).

5 I turned my face towards Mecca and made for it, and

followed the Blessed one be~Neen the hio holy mountains.

6 He is a Prophet who came to us after Jesus, reciting

that which is from God; the chapter in it concerning him

describes him as he is.

7 He is honest to the Quran, the first mediator ( on the day

of judgement ), the last of those who are sent, and he

replies to the Angels.

8 He repaired the handles of Islam after they had been

broken, and he made them strong and established the rites

of the pilgrimage.

9 0 best of all creation, I have seen that you can claim

the glory of Malik by relationship.
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10 You have surpassed them in nobility, generosity and

dignity, and you outreach the edges of swords to the

farthest extent.

11 You are the pure one of the Quraysh who, when their

necks rise, demand their picked stallions.

**********************
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1 On the day "Then Huhammad conquered riEecca, there were one
•

thousand of us, and they were specia~ly marked with

bravery, and the valleys were filled. with them.

2 They helped the Apostle, taking part in all his battles,

and their war cry on the day of battle was, " Go f'orwar-d , II

3 In a narrow place they stood firm, wfuere the heads of

enemies lying on the ground looked I~ke black clouds.

4 Their hooves first had crossed Najd~ then black Rijaz
•

submitted to them.

5 He gained power over it by the help ®f God, and the

judgement of our swords, and our graat endeavours

subdued it to us.

6 A man old in chieftainship, his nose raised high ( in

pride), filled up with great noble d.l€'eds.
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1 Who will inform all the nations wherever he goes that

Muhammad is the messenger of God and is guided rightly?
•

2 He called his Lord and asked for His help alone. He

fulfilled his promise to Him and favoured him.

3 We set out and made a tryst with Muhammad at Qudayd;
•

his intention was that we should be given a firm command

of God.

4 The suspicion about us spread among them in the dawn,

until they discovered together with the dawn warriors

and spears,

5 Riding on horses, covered with our mail coats, and infantry

like the propulsive force of a rushing torrent.

6 The best of the tribe if you ask, were Sulaym, and among

them were those who tried to be Sulaym.

7 And there was a force of the Ansar who did not leave him
•

but obeyed his command and never deviated from what he

spoke.

8 And if you made Khalid a leader of the people, and made

him prominent, he came forward,

9 With an army which God showed the right path, and you,

being prince of the army, struck rightly those who were

wicked and oppressors.

10 I gave a true pledge to Muhammad, and I fulfilled it,
•

bringing one thousand men with bridled horses.
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11 And the Prophet of the believers ordered:"Go forward"

and it is dear to us to be always in the van.

12 We spent the night by the pool of al-Mustadlr with no

fear, but we found ourselves desirous of war and

girded for it.

13 We obeyed you until all the people confessed their defeat/

became Muslims, and we overtook the huge mass of the

people of Yalamlam in the morning.

14 The spotted horse with a red middle went astray, and the

leader was not at ease until he branded it.

15 We attacked them like a flock of sand grouse driven by

heat to water, and everyone whom you saw had drawn apart

from his brother,

16 From morning until we left Hunayn at evening, and its
•

streams ran with blood.

17 If you wish you can see in every place a fine horse

and its rider hurled down, and broken spear.

18 Hawazin guarded their herds from us, and it was their

desire to disappoint us and deprive us.

*******************
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1 A calamity fell this year on the people of Ricl, when

they were in their homes; indeed ghouls adopt various forms.

2 Alas for Umm Kilab, since horsemen of Ibn Hawdha and

Insan attacked them in the night without any resistance.

3 Do not talk about that, but strengthen your relationship

with your protector; indeed the people of Sacd and Duhman

are your cousins.

4 You will not refer to it, though it is an abominable

action, as long as there is milk in the captured camels.

5 This is a horrible thing; Hadan was covered by its evils
• •

and the two valleys of Dhu Shawgharand Silwan ran with it.

6 It is no better-smilling than that which Hadhaf cooked,
•

when he said that any cooked wild ass left you hungry.

7 In Hawazin there is a tribe, but in them is a chronic

desease; if they do not betray you in one way they betray

in another.

8 There is a brother among them, and had they proved

themselves men of their words or respected their oath, and

if we had punished them with lance-thrusts, they would

have become soft/ more flexible.

9 Convey my message of eY~ortation, making everything clear

to the people of Hawazin, those living high up and those

living low down.
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10 I think that the messenger of God will reach you in the

morning with an army that has strength in all the land,

11 .~ong them your brother SulaYm who will not desert you

and those true Muslims and servants of God, Ghassan --

12 On their right Banu Asad and the experienced Banu cAbs

and Dhubyan.

13 The earth almost quakes in fear because of them; and

Aws and Cut~~an are in their van.

******************
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K A eB AN])-------- B U JAY R------------

Kacb and Bujayr were sons of Zuhayr, son of Abu Sulma.

They were descended, like the Prophet Muhammad, from
•

cAdnan, and like their father, both these brothers were

eminent poets. Zuhayr's father-in-law, Aws bin Hajar, his
•

sister Salma and al-Khansa are also famous in the history

of Arabic literature.

rZuhayr according to cUma r b. Khattab was the greatest poet

of Arabia. He is the auther of one of the MuCallaqat.

He is said to have seen in a vision a rope let down from

heaven, which he tried to catch, but found beyond his reach.

This he interpreted as a revelation that the advent of the

long expected Apostle was at hand, but that he himself

would not live long enough to see and hear him. He told

this to his two sons, and advised them to accept the

teaching of the new Apostle if he should appear in their

time.

c c c-Ka b had two sons who were also poets, Uqba and A~Nam.

His poetical talent was accounted superior to that of his

sons and of his brother.
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vllien the fame of the teachings of the Prophet began to

spread abroad among the cities of Arabia, and also the

news of his various victories, "+lv happened that Kacb and

Bujayr came with their flocks and herds to the summer

pasturages called Abraq al-cAzzaf where they began to

talk together, and with their neighbours, about the new

doctrine • Bujayr decided to go to the Prophet and to learn

for himself what was the truth of the matter. Kacb gave his

consent to this visit, but when Bujayr reached al-~ladina

and met the Prophet, he at once embraced Islam, neglecting

to consult, or even to inform his brother.

When the news reached Kacb he became very angry and

composed a hija'-poem on his brother, in which he criticised

him for converting to Islam and satirised the Prophet.

This he sent to his brother by the mouth of a messenger.

vlhen he received it Bujayr thought it his duty to mention

it to the Prophet, who, in turn, became angry and threatened

Racb with death. Bujayr became alarmed for his brother and

sent him a message, saying that the Prophet had threatened

him with death for what he had said and that if he cared
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for his life he should hurry to the Prophet, for he did

not kill whoever approached him with repentance.

When Kacb received this information, he resolved to go to

the Prophet and seek his protection. He went disguised to

aI-Madina , where he found an old friend supposedly cAlI b.

AbI Talib. The next morning at dawn, Kacb was taken by him
•

to the mosque where the Prophet and his followers were

praying. vmen the morning prayer was finished, Kacb approached

the Prophet, laid his hand on his, and said: " 0 Apostle of

God, if Kacb should come with repentance and ask for

protection, would you grant it to him, that I may bring

him to you? " He answered; " He wou.Ld be safe. II

Thereupon Kacb uncovered his face and said: II 0 Apostle of

God, this is the place where he seeks refuge with you, I

am Kacb b. Zuhayr. tl The Prophet granted him his protection,

and thereupon Kacb recited the Qaslda known as " J3anat Sucad Il

•

When he reached the line:

the Prophet took from his shoulder the mantle he wore and

threw it over Kacb's shoulder, as an honour, and as a
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mark of his appreciation of the poem. For this reason

this poem is oi'ten called 11 The poem of the 11antle."

tllien MuCawiya became Caliph, he offered Kacb ten thousand

Dinars for the Prophet's sacred mantle, but he refused to

c- .part with it. vllien he died, Mu aWlya sent a messenger to his

heirs again offering twenty thousand Dinars, for which they

sold it to him. This mantle was passed do~rfl from Calipb

to Caliph and worn on Fridays and Feast Days to implore

blessings. It is said that the Prophet also gave him

one hundred camels, besides the rlantle.

************************
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1 One whose desire is to live a honourable life, must ever

be with the horsemen of the pious Ansar •
•

2 They inherited glorious deeds from ancestor after ancestor;

verily , the excellent are sons of the excellent.

3 They honour their spears with arms that are long and like

the edges of Indian swords.

4 They see with red eyes, like burning coals, which are not

blunt of sight.

5 They sell their lives for death on behalf of their

Prophet, on the day of attack, and hand-to-hand battle.

6 They purify themselves with the blood of those heathens

with whom they fight, considering it an act of piety.

7 They are accustomed to prey in a thicketed valley as are

the thick-necked ferocious lions.

8 If you go to them in order that they may protect you,

then you will be as safe as in the fortresses of the

wild goats.

9 They are generous people who give food to those

night-travellers whom they receive in the time of famine.
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10 If the tribes of the Arabs knew all that I know

concerning them, verily those with whom I contend would

have believed me.

11 They slew cAli on the day of Badr with a blow to which

all of Nazzar submitted.

***************
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Kacb b. Zuhayr 99

1 Oh, convey from me a message to Bujayr. Have you

determined on what you said? woe to you~ Have you

determined?

2 AI-MaroUn ( the Prophet) made you drink of it, a thirst

quenching cup, and added a second draught of the same.

3 And you departed from the right path, and you followed

him, to what? woe to another than you, who has guided you.

4 To a religion in which you did not find your mother or

your father, nor did you know a brother professing it.

5 If you are generous you will not do it; then you will

not regret it or say ...=:.JJ \...d if you stumble.
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Kacb b. Zuhayr 100

1 Sucad is gone, therefore my heart today is sick,

enslaved to her, and it has not been ransomed and is

still enchained.

2 c-And Su ad, on the morn of departure, was like a bleating

antelope, with downcast glance, and with eyes set off

with collyrium.

3 When she comes towards you she is slender-waisted, and

when she turns she is large-buttocked; there is no

complaint about either her shortness or her tallness of

stature.

4 She displays lustrous teeth when she smiles, as if they

were those of one who had drur~ repeated draughts of

wine.

5 The wine is mixed with cool water from a meandering stream,

pure from a pebbly channel in the forenoon and chilled

by the north wind.

6 The winds take all dirt from it, and it was filled with

white-foamed torrents fed by rain from a white cloud of

morning.

7 Oh, what an excellent mistress she is, if only she were

faithful to her promises and would accept advicel

8 But she is a mistress in whose blood are mixed causing

pain, falsehood, the breaking of promises and the changing

of friends.
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9 She does not remain stable in the s"tate which she has

assumed, just as the ghoul varies in its garb~

10 She does not keep the pledge she has made any more than

sieves hold water.

11 Then let not the desires that she ~spires and her

promises deceive you; verily, hopes and dreams are

delusive.

12 c -The promises of Ur~ub became a by~ord for her and her

promises were nothing but lies.

13 I desire and hope that she will become a friend, but

I do not think that time will hastffin the fulfilment of

her promises.

14 Sucad arrived at evening in a land to which none can

attain except noble, excellent and EWift-going she-camels.

15 And, indeed, none 'Vlill reach it, e}K;cept a huge and

dauntless she-camel, such as, in sp~te of being fatigued,

loses not her wonted speed and pace---

16 That class of camels whose ears when they sweat, flow

plentifully, whose purpose is to cr®£s trackless and

unknown country,

17 SoarinLng the high ground whose traere's are obliterated,

with the keen eyes of an isolated oryx, even at the time

when the rocky flats and sand-hills are most hot.

18 Her neck is big, her legs are plump~ there is superiority

in her constitution over other daug~ters of the noble

stallion-camels.
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19 Her neck is thick, her cheeks are full, she is strongly

formed and she is like a male, her sides are wide and

her front like a miledtone.

20 And her skin is as hard and smooth as that of the

sea-turtle, the lean acacia cannot make any impression

on the outside of her back.

21 She is like a mountain bluff in strength and hardness.

Her brother is her father, and her paternal uncle is her

maternal uncle, she is long of back and neck, she is

swift of pace.

22 A tick crawls upon her, then her smooth chest and flanks

shake it off.

23 She is a wild ass, her sides filled with firm flesh,

her elbow-joint separated from the ribs.

24 She is aquiline of nose; in her ears there is manifest

nobility for the expert to see, and in her two cheeks

there is smoothness.

25 As though the part between her eyes and throat and her

nose and jaws were a long stone or a large piece of iron.

26 She moves her tail like a palm-branch, with tufts of hair

on it, above a small udder, which milking has not impaired.

27 She races swiftly on her legs which are light and slender,

and they are like lances and they scarcely seem to touch

the gro1xud.
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28 Her legs, which are dusky in their fleshy parts from the

knee to the hoof, leave the pebbles scattered and no

leather shoeing protects her legs even on rocky outcrops,

29 On a day when the chameleon basks in some high spot until

its exposed part is baked as in a fire,

30 And the camel driver of a travelling party has said to

his people when the dusky locusts are kicking the

pebbles: II Take youe siesta! "

31 The swift movement of her forelegs when she perspires,

and when the mirages have covered the hills,

32 Are like the movement of the hands of a woman who rises

to lament and is answered by other bereaved and

mourning women.

33 She is lamenting very much; her arms move unchecked;

she lost her understanding when news was brought of

the death of her first-born son.

34 She tears her breast with her hands; her shift is torn

from her shoulders and is sent in tatters.

35 The seducers walk on both sides of my camel, saying:

If Verily, 0 grandson of Abu Salma, you are as good as

slain."

36 And eve~J friend of whom I was hopeful, said to me:

If I will keep aloof from you, I am too busy for you."

37 I said: " Let me go my 'way, confound you, because

everything the Merciful has ordained will come to pass.
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38 Every child of a femal, though it live long, will be

carried one day on the convex implement.

39 I have been informed that the Apostle of God threatened

me but pardon is hoped for from the Apostle of God."

40 And verily I came to the Apostle of God, making apology,

and apology is accepted by the Apostle of God.

41 "Gently, may He guide you who has given you the Quran

as a supererogation, in which are exhortations and

explanation."

42 "Blame me not for the words of ca.LumnLators, because I

have not committed any kind of sin, though stories have

mutiplied concerning me.

43 Indeed, I stand in such a place if the elephant stood

there seeking what I see and hearing what I hear,

44 Verily it would have trembled continuously unless

protection was given to it by the Prophet with the

permision of God."

45 I aid not cease to cross the desert penet~ating the

folds of the darkness, the skirts of night having dropped

over all,

46 Until I placed my right hand with which I will not

dispute, in the palm of one who takes vengeance and

whose words are the words,

47 Verily he was more fearful to me, when I spoke Vii th him,

and it was said to me: Verily you are accused and

answer-abLe ,
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48 Than the lion of the forested valley, living in the

centre of CAththar, whose abode is forest surrounded by

forest.

49 such a lion as goes forth in the morning and provides

the flesh for his two cubs whose food is the flesh pi

men soiled in the dust and torn into fragment.

50 vihen he attacks his equal, it is not permissible for

him to leave him in any other state but injured.

51 From him whom the wild beasts of the desert take flight

and in his valley hunters cannot walk.

52 In his valley a man of courage remains whose weapons and

torn garments are soiled with blood, and who has been

mauled.

53 Verily the Prophet is a light from which illumination

is sought, a drawn Indian blade, one of the swords of

God,

54 Among a small band of the Quraysh whose spokesman said,

in the valley of Mecca, at the time of their embracing

Islam: II Emigrate to 1'1ecca."

55 They departed, but there departed not the weak, those who

had no shield at the time of battle, those who set badly

in the saddle and those who had no spear/arms.

56 They walked with the gait of white-coloured camels;

the blow of the sword protected them when the dwarfish

black men ran away.
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57 They have high and straight noses, they are brave, their

clothing of the weave of David is a coat of mail in battle,

58 Bright, ample, in which are interlaced rings which are

like the rings of the Qafca f plant, and which are firmly

woven together.

59 They are joyful if their lances hit the unbelievers,

and they are not downcast if they themselves are hit.

60 The spear hits not except on the front part of their

throats, and for them there is no shrinking from the

pool of death.

***********************
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Bujayr b. Zuhayr 101

1 In the morning HuzaYna and Banu Khufat' drove off the

people of al-Haballaq out from every side •
•

2 We slew them at Mecca on the day of the good Prophet's

victory with our sharp and swift swords.

3 We reached them in the morning with seven hundred from the

tribe of sulaym and a complete thousand from Banu Cuthman.

4 We struck their shoulders, cutting and thrusting and

shooting them with our fine feathered arrows.

5 You could hear a mUrIDurthat they made among the ranks, as

the notch left the string.

6 We charged with straight spears, while our horses wheeled

among them.

7 We came back having taken a booty what we wanted, and they

returned regretting their transgression.

8 We made a covenant of allegiance to the Apostle of God,

being sincere in it.

9 They heard our pledge and they decided to take flight on

the morning of our fearful battle.

****************
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Bujayr b. Zuhayr 102

1 (Tarf) was a resumption of the battles that had already
•

happened in the valley of HunaYn and Awtas and al-Abraq.
• •

2 Hawazin massed their army in a foolish way, and were

dispersed like scattered birds.

3 They could not resist us in a single place except at

their walls and at the bottom of the trench.

4 We marched up to them in order that they should come out

( from their walls ), but they kept protected themselves

from us behind a closed gate.

5 Our tiredjunmailed army returned to a shining colUTIh~ and

strong force that flashed with ( weapons that bring)

deaths,

6 Massed and metal-coloured; if they had struck Hadan
• •

with them, it would have become as though it had not

been created ---

7 Walking like lions on thorny plants, as though we were

lithe horses separating and coming together as they

were led ---

8 In strong armour, which when it is inviolate, is like

a pool ruffled by the wind,

9 Well-woven armour, which reaches our shoes, woven by

David and the family of Muharriq •
•

****************
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BUjayr b. ZQ~ayr 103

1 vfuo will convey to Kacb this message: ~~at do you mean by

that which you reproach us with, wrongly, since it is the

more prudent thing?

2 Rely upon Allah only, not al-cUzza or al-Lat, then you

will be delivered when the time of deliverance comes,

and will be safe ----

3 On that day on which no-one of mankind can escape or be

saved except him who is pure of heart and professes the

faith of Islam.

4 And so the faith of Zuhayr, which is nothing, and the

faith of Abu Salma are unlawful to me.

****************
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BUjayr b. Zuhayr 104

1 But for God and His Prophet, you would have taken flight

when every heart/coward made light of fear.

2 In the low valley that day when our companions/enemies

encountered us, and the swift horses fell on their faces

on the ground.

3 Some of them were running with their clothes in their

hands, and others lay aside, struck by the horses' hooves

and chests.

4 God has honoured us and has made our religion victorious

and has made us great by the worship of the Compassionate.

5 God has destroyed them and disunited them all and degraded

them by the worship of Shaytan•
•

********************
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c -al-A sha b. Qays.
---------------~--

al-Acshab. Qays b. Thaclaba b. cUkaba b. Sacb b. cAlI
•

b. Bakr b. Wa'il, also called Abu BasIr MaymUn b. Qays of
•

the tribe of Qays b. Thaclaba, was born in Yamama before

570 A. D. He suffered from an eye disease and became blind

when he was in the prime of life. Before he became blind,

he travelled widely in Arabia and Abyssinia as a merchant.

After becoming blind he lived only by his poetry, especially

by writing panegyrics, and received many favours from the

princes of Hira•
•

Having been induced by the fame of the Prophet to do him

homage at al-Madlna, he composed verses in his praise, and

thought of becoming a Muslim; on his way to al-Madina,

however, he had to pass through Mecca, where Abu SUfyan

stopped him and discouraged him by telling him of the

austerity ~~d hardship that prevailed there, because the

Prophet had forbidden fornication, gambling and intoxicants.

He told him: " At present there is a truce (the Treaty of
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al-Hudaybis-ya ) between us, but next year you should join
•

whoever is victorious. ft Hearing this al-Acsha turned backe,

but on the way home he fell from his camel's back and

died. This was in 6 A. H.

*************************



451

)·0 .. .~;JI
~~~u

_-'-- 1-\ 1 ,.;!I. - : -' - -.JI
- ~J ~ "-' ~~.J>o., II '-'-- 1 .--..L.J I Co L ISc...-- ~ 1---- . .)I ,

Co: 9 L l.: I .io JW I~ I~j 10) 0

)':j.; . L~ I . ll .. -" 1i.:., I 1uc:-....._-..4J v-;;- '.r'""~ u .)

I , "':";~ J)!~I d iS~ .;I.'.I

I , C lU.,; 10 - 'I ~--.l9
l~ ~ V-

6J $'..;) UJf 'J 10 0J1. ~ I \'

J c; l; ) ,-:--j.; 10 Co 19 J.<o aJ 1t

u 9,:11 Go .J~ J>f ~"'::"';I Ijl 11

d.. 1:S u~ 'j u I (",,k~ J,.; 1V

<I

I .J.., ..-.:.I; I . - <-\.9 10 I L~- .)~ 'Y-

I ,

+++++++++++++++++++



1 • 0

452

.a.&' . ...::s.~1v--- loX u·

• ~~III : J..l.-t~ • ~I ,ol.J....a.J1 :U>JI -"

t:-4 1.5.3J I :~~ 1 ,~I : I~) 'rW Il...:--,; 1$ 1.5.3J 1 :e:9 L:J I - 0

~ ~ <.5.3J1 : J,;o~l .~I 6.h») I w)\~l...i-,~)I~)



453

. L 1..; I ~..L..-..b...>..-
.) - .. .-

~ II 1 ~- . - d. ,~. L· - 11 • L" 'cJ" L· L I ., • ,
v~ ~ .......,., "'" L.Y J) ." :,;-- : ...:>.!> r-- L--.-l

.b~~ ~l;~ ,,,~)Iu~ ~rlelJj) "Lo.....JIL) dv~1

• ci.,jl ~j d ~I d~)

•• ~I)~ :iJ)lS . r» '1) ~I ~ :<s)T~ .~I :4T- 11

• ~l;~..r- v~14.? ~ r-wl i~1 : d=-ll

. J:>lJ I('-..>..L • I.·~
• ,--' ~..r- --r

• cll L:.. .- jJ I ,,\.bu.J I : \" l;.ll '.~ ':J :\..-A; _ 1~
-~ ~ ~ .

• L 1 jJ I : d.......:J I' L I • ~.i. I ·15 f~~ I :~.. I _ I '\{'-' C ('""' u... . - ~

++++++++++++++++++++



454

1 Did your eyes not sleep on the night of blear-eyedness?

and did you spend the night sleepless like him who was

bitten by a snake?

2 This was not the result of the love of woman t for you

have already before today forgotten the friendship of

Mahdad.

3 But I see Timet which is a betrayer t continually destroying

whatever my hands have put right.

4 I have lost myoId and young companions, and wealth.

How God causes the vicissitudes of time to come round:

5 I have always been a seeker of wealth t and did not cease

when I was a child t a youth t mature and in old age.

6 I always use swift, noble camels that cross very sWiftly

the land between al-Nujayr and Sarkhad •
•

7 0 you who ask when they are going, know that they have to

keep a tryst at Yathrib.

8 If you ask about met know that there are many there who

ask importunately where al-Acsha is going.
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9 She ran swiftly with her back legs, and her forelegs worked

in a supple gait, not as though hobbled.

10 rfuen she travels in the midday heat she is haughty, at a

time when you would think that even the chameleon of noon

would sink his head.

11 I have sworn to drive my she-camel without pity for her

tiredness and sorefooted legs until she meets Muhammad •
•

12 When she kneels before the door of Ibn Hashim, she will

rest and receive generosity of his favours.

13 He is a Prophet who sees what you cannot see, and his

fame has spread over the lowlands and the hills.

14 His almsgiving and generosity are unceasing; his gift

of today does not prevent his giving tomorrow.

15 Did you really not hear the preachings of Muhammad who
•

is the Prophet of God, when he preached and when he

recited the shahada?

16 If you do not travel with the rations of piety, and

after death you meet one who has taken such rations,

17 You will regret not being like him, and not having

prepared what he has prepared.
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18 Be careful from the bodies of dead animals, and do not

strike them with an iron arrow.

19 Do not regard the standing stone as a sanctuary, and

do not worship idols but God only.

20 Do not approach any free woman, who may not be revealed

to you; either marry or abstain.

21 Do not for any purpose cut the ties of relationship

with near relatives or with the fattered prisoner.

22 Glorify God in the morning and at night, and do not

praise shaytan , but praise God.

23 Do not mock the poor man in his need and do not

imagine that wealth can make a man immortal.

************************
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Umayya b. AbI al-Salt
•----------------------

Umayya b. al-Salt belonged to the tribe of ThaqIf in Ta'if,
• •

he was born in the 6th century of the Christian era. He hied

after the battle of Badr in 2 A. H. ( or according to another

version, in 9 A. H. He was a prominent merchant in Ta'if,
•

and used to go frequently to Syria and Yemen on business.

From an early age he was in close touch with Christian monks,

whose teachings led him to abandon the worship of idols, and

to believe in one God. ~~en he learnt of the prophecy that

was current among the Jews and the Christians about the

birth of a prophet in Arabia, he wished very much himself

to be that predicted prophet. t~en Muhammad appeared and
•

proclaimed himself the true Prophet, Umayya did not accept

him, and composed verses against his mission.

He was distinguished as a poet both in Ta'if and among his
•

tribe. Unlike the poetry of others,which dealth with the

battle-field, the beauty of the poet's beloved, youth,

descriptions of camels, horses, etc., Umayya's poetry
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deals with religion and the Day OI Judgement.

He composed only two odes on Islam. One of them is an

elegy written on some of his relatives who were killed in

the battle of Badr fighting on the side of the Quraysh, and

the other is a panegyric of the Prophet which he composed in

order to recite in presence of the Prophet and accept Islam.

He was unable to do this, however, because he was prevented

by his allies the Quraysh from approaching the Prophet.

**********************
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Umayya b. AbI aI-Salt. 106
•

1 All praise and all kindness are yours, 0 Lord of

mankind ( slaves ). You are the Lord and you are the

judge.

2 Have faith in the religion of your Lord until certainty

comes, and shun passion and distortion.

3 He sent Mu~ammad with guidance; he lived and never

wronged anyone.

4 This is a boon which God has bestowed upon you and God

selected the people of the sanctuary for this distinction.

5 They know that he is the best of them and comes of a

family which is known for its nobility and generosity.

6 They find failt with what he said when he prayed, although

God has removed one of their difficulties( through him ).

7 Obey the Apostle, 0 slaves of God, so that you may be

saved from the evils of the day of torture.

8 The Prophet, having a divine signet, has called us. Those

who do not pay heed to him will repent.
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9 He is the Prophet of the true religion, is truthful,

exalted, merciful, and benevolent, doing good to mankind.

10 Oppression of the weak, consuming the substance of the

orphan and curtailment of the religion laws are all

forbidden.

11 God has made him the last of the Prophets, and has put a

seal on Prophethood.

12 He will also die like those who have gone, and will return

to God who is the Creator of all livingbeings.

13 He will be in eternal Paradise with the other Prophets who

are undoubtedly its inhabitants.

14 He sanctified the love of prayer in all of us and taught

us the scripture,

15 In the form of a book from God which we recite; whoever

does any harm to it is a sinner.

16 I accept your religion; verily your Lord will fulfil the

promise that He has given you.

***************************
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Abbreviation of poets's names as used in the Index of

1 H. TH. ------------------- ·Hassan b. Thabit.
•

2 K. M. ------------------- Kacb b. Halik.

3 A. R. ------------------- cAbdullah b. Ra':laha.

4 A. M.
C - b. JVIirdas.------------------- Abbas

5 K. z. ------------------- Kacb b. Zuhayr.

6 B. Z. ------------------- Bujayr b. Zuhayr.

7 A. Q.
C - b. Qays.------------------- aI-A sha

8 u. S. ------------------- Umayya b. AbI aI-Salt.
•

9 r1. D. ------------------- I1uzarrid b. Dirar.
•

10 A. T. ------------------- cAbda b. al-Tablb.
•

11 R. 11. ------------------- Rablcah b. l·'Iaqr1im.

12 S. J. ------------------- Salamah b. Jandal.

13 IvI. N. ------------------- Mutammim b. lruwayra.

14 S. K. ------------------- SU'o'layd b. AbI Kahil.

15 A. DH. ------------------- Abu Dhu'ayb.

16 A. A. ------------------- cAbduIlah b. cAnama.

17 al-l':Iukhabbal C -
N. S. ------------------- aI-Sa die

18 Q. A. ------------------- Abu Qays b. al-Aslat.

19 Z. s. ------------------- Zabban b. Sayyar.

20 TH. S. ------------------- ThaClaba b. suCayr.
•

HaqqJis c- -
21 H. A. ------------------- al- a'idhi.

22 A. AB. ------------------- C.Amr b. al-Ahtam.

********************
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H. TH. 1, 25.

H. TH. 39, 4.

H. TH. 7, 21.

H. TH. 10, 5.

K. M. 53, 4.

K. n. 69, 29.

A. M. 94, 7.

A. 11. 94, 7.

A. H. 94, 7.

• ,,~- II ~ ill I . I
'7 - ~

• ~I

~

H. TH. 1 , 25.
. ~ lS".)~

H. TH. 12, 3. • ~ l.,j r. i,.) ,/-

.
J~)) r? l.,j :lId I-

H. TH. 10, 4. ~ .) -

H. TH. 8, 18. • d WI
.)-

H. TH. 13, 8.

H. TH. 8, 9.
. 4j.,j 0 L~I ~T}.:

.) - -

H. TH. 39, 4. • rW)f I ~ d~ ~."Y.I



H. TH. 25, 4.

H. TH. 13, 7.

K. M. 48, 7.

H. TH. 7, 38.

H. TH. 10, 5.

H. TH. 12, 2.

H. TH. 7, 40.

H. TH. 7, 41.

H. TH. 24, 4.

H. TH. 7, 15.

H. TH. 7, 25.

K. 11. 48, 5.

K. r,1. 61, 14.

H. TH. 1O, 4.

H. TH. 1, 25.

H. TH. 24, 5.

H. TH. 27, 16.
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H. 8, 18.
. ~I

TH.
H. TH. 1, 9; 11 •

K. l·T 49, 7.....
K. F 59, 3...
K. M. 52, 4.
K. lie 56, 4.

H. TH. 41, 2. . I J.o.>-o

H. TH. 1, 23.

H. TH. 1 , 27.
H. TH. 8, 13.
H. TH. 7, 18.

H. TH. 7, 38.
K. n, 50, 11; 15.

K. H. 53, 13.

K. H. 63, 22.

K. 1'1. 52, 5; 6.

A. R. 77, 2· 9.,
A. N. 89, 4; 18.

A. 1'-'1. 96, 3; 1O.

A. M. 81, 7.

A. JY1. 91 , 15.

A. H. 93, 2.

A. N. 95, 1•

A. N. 85, 3.

A. £II. 96, 1.



u. S. 106, 3.

H. TH. 7, 28.

H. TH. 24, 4.

H. TH. 8, 2.

H. TH. 22, 4.

H. TH. 1O, 6.

A. H. 94, 9.

H. TH. 30, 9.

515

t.

•~~ rJ -' ~if w loS~ L d.L.,) I .J.o..;>..o

• I.J~

t

H. TH. 20, 3.

H. TH. 27, 16.

A. N. 93, 1 •

u. s. 106, 8.

A. M. 89, 11; 14; 16.

H. TH. 7, 24.

H. TH. 7, 20.

• ,)I;~

·~I

. - (;..
I

.J
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H. TH. 25, 3.

H. TH. 39, 3.

H. TH. 10, 4.

.
J

. ~ Ij

• J~ I . Ij
J ) ,r

H. TH. 7, 34.

H. TH. 12, 3.

K. N. 61, 14.

K • Z. 100 , 46•

H. TH. 40, 21; 23.
H. TH. 10, 5.
K. 1\1. 69, 28.

• cl,.W1 J• !}-J

H. T}I. 1 , 26.
. ill I J)-<MJ

H. TH. 7, 33.
H. TH. 34, 16.

H. TH. 26, 1 •

H. TH. 29, 8.

K. N. 58, 15; 18.

K. ~I • 53, 16.

K. If! 54, 5; 15...
K. 1'1. 45, Llr •

A. R. 80, Lt.. 5., ,
A. y. 94, 2.1.

A. H. 81, 8.
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J

A. 11. 97, 10.
. ill I j,....,..;

A. M. 87, 1 •

A. F 91 , 12 ; 13.".
A. :£'Ii 92, 13.-.
K. z. 100, 39; 40.

B. z. 101 , 8.

H. TH. 25, 1•
• j,....,)1

H. TH. 22, 4.

H. TH. 13, 5.

H. TH. 7, 1 • 6· 7; 8· 9; 12., , ,
H. TH. 10, 6.

H. TH. 34, 2- 6· 9., ,
H. TH. 30, 5.

H. TH. 44, 1•

A. I~. 88, 10.

A. H. 85, 3.
A. H. 81, 1•

A. N. 86, 7.
A. H. 95, 2.

K. z. 100, 44.

K. z. 100, 53.
u. S. 106, 7.



H. TH. 10, 2.
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H. TH. 37, 15.
. J.tb~lb.. ill 1 J.,.-.)

K. N. 54, 8. • ~ U;, J:>-l L ill I J)-W.)

K. H. 48, 4. .~Y J)-W)l

A. R. 76, 7. .~j~ ill1 J)-W.)

A. 1'1. 89, 18.
. Jc,..o Jr.) I

A. H. 96, 1•
. 4.1)'1 Jr..)

H. TH. 7, 15.
.~

.)

H. TH. 7, 12.
• J..L..oJ I ~)!

H. TH. 7, 20.
. ~..Y-

H. TH. 13, 6.
.~ W~l).)

H. TH. 12, 2.
. J~)'Ic9I.)

H. TH. 1O, 4.
. JL:;;) 1..3

H. TH. 12, 3.
• 4.0.:>. 1..3

.)

K. F 50, 4.
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