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Orchestration 
3 flutes (2nd and 3rd doubling piccolos) 
3 oboes (2nd and 3rd doubling cor anglais) 
4 Bb clarinets (3rd doubling Eb clarinet, 4th doubling bass clarinet) 
3 bassoons (3rd doubling double bassoon) 

4 horns 
3 trumpets 
3 trombones (1st doubling bass trumpet) 
tuba 

6 timps 

percussion (four players): 
1- side drum 1; tom-tom 2 
2- glock.; sus. cym.; crotales; xyl.; tom-tom 3; clash cyms.; tam-tam 
3- tom-tom 1; side drum 2 
4- bass drum; shaker; guerro; metal chimes; tom-tom 4 

harp 

strings. 

The folk band parts were written specifically for the players in the band 
The Iron Horse and, at the time the piece was written, five players who 
used a variety of traditional and modern instruments as follows: 
Player 1- whistles, Scottish small pipes, Highland Bagpipes, voice (female) 
Player 2- violin 
Player 3- guitar, mandola 
Player 4- synthesiser keyboards, voice (female) 
Player 5- percussion. 

The score is in C with the usual octave transposition for piccolo, double 
nassoon and double bass. The overton whistle is written an octave higher 
than it sounds. The double bass part is written for five-string bass and 
four-string basses should play up the octave where necessary. At phrases 
marked *'- for brass and woodwind (up to bar 82 and from 563 
to 771), the players should gradually close the mouth vowel shape during 
the long notes. 



Programme note 

I started off wanting to write a piece about an historical battle in my native 

north-east of Scotland - the Battle of Harlaw which took place in 1411. It 

was between the highlanders and the "civilised" lowlanders of the north- 

east and came to an unusual end. It is a sad reflection that, six hundred 

years on, the cultural gap between highlander and lowlander still has 

force. Harlaw was about land control and even today the ownership of 
land can lead to fierce controversy. 

Harlaw was a bitter battle. Two very large armies engaged in hand-to-hand 

slaughter throughout a whole day and literally thousands were killed. As 

night and exhaustion drew in, the fighting abated and both sides counted 

their losses. Astonishingly, both independently came to the conclusion 

that the battle for them was lost and, under cover of darkness, each crept 

away. The issue remained unresolved. This drew my thoughts to the 

unnecessary loss of life and the futility of battle. 

Opening this out to encompass the smallest personal and the largest global 

coqflict, I resolved to write a piece about struggle - both one's inner 

struggle and the struggle for control of territory. This is reflected in a 

musical struggle between disparate styles represented by orchestra and 
band. The melodic material is traditional but its treatment is often 

contemporary. A still introduction represents the dawn of the struggle 

and eight continuous sections follow. There is a moment of quiet 

contemplation with tiny antique cymbals before rhythmic strings and 

punctuating brass set a new pace for the battle itself. A new melody on the 

Scottish small pipes will be taken up later by the whole band. As the 

momentum begins to let up there is a brief hiatus before four tom-toms 

batter out the beginning of a final desperate surge which builds in intensity 

before a triumphant finale. No matter what the result of a conflict, 

someone always trumpets a victory. 
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