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VoIUM, e IV (Part 1) 

Flora (Scenes 1-5) 



0 

The action takes place in 1773 on the day when Boswell and Johnson 

visited the Macdonald house. Alan Macdonald is factor (tacksman) of the 

Sleat estate at Kingsburgh on Skye. Boswell and Johnson are touring the 

Highlands. 

Principal characters 

Flora Macdonald - 50-year-old woman (mezzo-soprano) 

Alan Macdonald - Flora"s husband in his late 40s (baritone) 

Sandy Macdonald - one of their sons in his late teens (tenor) 

Boswell - tourist in the Highlands, tall slim in his early 30s (tenor) 

Dr Johnson - tourist in the Highlands, very fat, in his early 60s (baritone) 

Mixed chorus 

Other characters 

Kate - servant girl (mezzo soprano) 

Various soloists from the chorus (both men and women) 

Two men (non singing) 



Orchestration 
flute 
2 oboes (both double cor angais) 
clarinet (doubles bass clarinet) 

horn 
trombone 

percussion (3 players): 
1 crotales; triangle; 3 sus. cyms; pedal bass drum; claves; bass 

drum; mark tree; 5 temple blocks; side drum; whip (slapstick); 
clash cyms; tambourine; tam-tam 

2 tam-tam; side drum; cowbell; 3 sus. cyms; whip (slapstick); bass 
drum; finger cyms; clash cyms; triangle; glock.; claves 

3 bass drum; sus cym.; clash cyms; triangle; guerro; whip 
(slapstick); side drum; tam-tam; claves; pedal bass drum 

harp 

4 violas 
cello 
double bass (5-string) 

Score in C 



Scene 1- Somewhere in the Highlands (Johnson and Boswell) Page 

Boswell: "Doctor Johnson! "1 

Scene 2- The parlour at Kingsburgh (Flora and Sandy) 

Flora: "To push out a boat. "' 12 

Scene 3- At the Kyle of Lochalsh (Johnson and Boswell) 

Boswell: "'Now we'll cross the Kyle, sir. " 56 

Scene 4- The parlour at Kingsburgh (Flora, Alan, Kate and two men) 

Kate: "They're bringing in the master. " 67 

Scene 5-A bedroom at Kingsburgh (Flora and the chorus) 

Flora: "So, we are to go to America. " 179 

Scene 6- On Skye (Johnson and Boswell) 

Boswell: "What, sir, do you think of Highland manners? " 262 

Scene 7- The parlour at Kingsburgh (Alan, Kate, Johnson, Boswell and Flora) 

Kate: "Sir, sir, we have news... " 265 

Scene 8- Somewhere in the Highlands (Johnson and Boswell) 

Johnson: "Quantum cedat virtutibus aurum. " 420 

Scene 9-A bedroom at Kingsburgh (Flora and the chorus) 

Flora: "God, he said, God gave me this land. " 423 
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