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ABSTRACT

Racial and ethnic residential segregation are persistent features of urban areas throughout the
world. This study focuses on the search behaviour of owner occupier households in the Belfast
Urban Area, an area segregated on the basis of religion. The study was initiated under the
premise that household search behaviour was important in the context of a spatially segregated

housing market, and is a research area that has been neglected at least as far as Belfast is
concerned.

The overall aim of the research is to develop a better understanding of how owner occupied
households made their housing choices against such a segregated background.

For many years, the literature has recognised the two-way relationship between mobility and
urban form and, at the same time, it has acknowledged that residential decision making is
inherently conservative in nature. The US evidence on racial search and mobility behaviour
indicates that such behaviour is supportive of the existing patterns of separate living. This
observation set up the basic proposition for this study; namely, Catholic searchers in the BUA

will exhibit search behaviour similar to that of black households in comparably segregated urban
areas in the United States.

The literature on racial differences in search suggests that black household search is less
efficient and more costly that of whites. In particular, blacks are seen to search for longer than
whites, during which time they view a similar number or fewer dwellings, but over a more
restricted range of areas. In terms of information use, the evidence is that black households
make extensive use of existing information channels. In particular, informal sources such as
friends and relatives, which serve to reinforce the localized nature of search, and estate agents

are important sources of information for minority searchers. The evidence is also clear that black
households tend to end up in black areas.

Through bivariate, regression and path analysis, a series of hypotheses are examined within a
conceptual model of search behaviour. The results are supportive of the basic proposition;
Catholic household search is very similar to black household search in the United States.

Up to 30 possible correlates of search behaviour are examined within the model framework.

Even after controlling for this wide range of factors, religion is seen to exert a strong and
independent effect on search behaviour.
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Chapter 1
INTRODUCTI

11 Introduction

“Mans world is built from decisions. We might discuss whether choice is illusory. But
in everyday life we do assume that it exists, that the consequences of decisions are

a matter for concern, and that those who take them must be answerable for them "
(Faludi, 1987, p. 1).

» .outcomes in the housing market are the results or effects of individual decisions

on where to search for housing and on a household's ultimate housing choices”
(Clark, 1987, p. 12).

Decision-making is a process whereby an individual or a group of individuals identifies a choice
or judgement to be made, collects and evaluates information about various choice options, and
chooses from amongst these alternatives. The study of decision making, often referred to as
"Decision Research", is most typically associated with the discipline of psychology, although the
theme of decision making has been taken up in a variety of other disciplines including
economics, geography, political science, sociology, management science, education and public
policy.

So, why is the investigation of decision making so appealing to such a wide diversity of
researchers? Carroll and Johnson (1990) identify four basic reasons. First, the manner in which
decisions are actually made is not obvious and decision makers themselves may not even
understand their own decision behaviour. Second, even experienced and well trained decision
makers can fail to made "good" decisions. Third, it is considered important to examine the
manner in which information is collected, combined and used in the decision making process.

Finally, they suggest that it may be useful to consider how decision making may be improved.

1.2 The Importance of Residential Decision Making

Decision research has traditionally been directed at understanding decision making in a
particular context and/or predicting the outcome of such behaviour. So too for the research
reported in this thesis. This study is concerned with understanding how residential decisions are
made in a highly segregated urban housing market. It is legitimate to ask why this is important.
Understanding how such choices are made is important for a number of reasons. Not only does
housing serve a basic human need for shelter, but it also provides accessibility to schools, social
services, recreation and employment opportunities: Housing confers significant social and

cultural externalities on its consumers (Cater and Jones, 1989); For some groups in society,
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housing provides a means of raising capital and as an investment in its own right (Bourne,
1981); A growing body of research evidence shows that the health and mental wellbeing are
strongly related to the quality and condition of the housing stock (Burridge & Ormandy, 1993)
and, more recently, research has demonstrated associations between segregation and heaith
status (Smaje, 1995); Understanding the housing preferences of households and how these are
realised or not, as the case may be, is important to effective urban planning.

Housing also lies at the centre of an emerging debate in urban sociology over the
significance of tenure. A concern over dwelling tenure, and home ownership in particular, has
stimulated a heated debate between Saunders' "consumption thesis" (e.g., Saunders, 1984,
1990) and those that stress a "structures of provision" approach (e.g., Ball, 1986; Barlow &
Duncan, 1988; Harloe, 1984; Harloe & Martjens, 1984). In a sense, this debate reflects the age-
old dichotomy between demand and supply; although different in emphasis, both perspectives
stress the pivotal role of housing in the study of wider societal processes. Whilst of peripheral
interest in the context of this study, the theoretical debate concerning the importance of tenure
serves to reinforce the importance of understanding residential decision making in that tenure
choice is, arguably, one of the most significant of all residential decisions.

Irrespective of the context, one might reasonably argue that these factors are relevant
justifications for any study of residential decision making. However, the context for this particular
study further underlines the importance of understanding how residential decisions are made.
This study is set in the Belfast Urban Area (BUA), one of the most highly segregated urban
housing markets in Europe, if not in the world (Keane, 1990). As will be demonstrated later in
the thesis, residential segregation is not unique to Belfast; indeed, it is shown that racial and
ethnic residential segregation are pervasive features of urban areas throughout the world. In
Belfast, religious differences provide the principle axis of difference. Moreover, religious
residential segregation within the city is particularly entrenched and bound up with the wider
issue of the "Troubles", a polite euphemism for the sectarian conflict that has engulfed Northern
Ireland for much of the past 25 years, the present peace process notwithstanding. Access to
housing, issues of housing quality and equality, were at the core of the civil unrest in Northern
Ireland and some commentators identify housing inequality as the issue that sparked the current

“Troubles" (NIHE, 1991a; Singleton, 1993; 1995). Clearly, understanding residential decision

making against such a background takes on a whole new dimension.



Although there is some evidence of residential mixing outside of the major urban centres
in Northern Ireland (e.g., Poole, 1982), the most recent Census of Population confirms that the
residential segregation of Catholics and Protestants is the norm rather than the exception. The
only significant area of mixing in terms of housing occurs in the owner occupied sector. It is thus
of extreme importance that researchers seek to understand how home owners and potential
home owners make their residential decisions. As Clark has observed, "...the decision to choose
a house and to relocate is made at the level of the individual household, but the consequences
are felt at the level of the society." (Clark, 1987, p.12). Segregation is one such consequence
and in the context of a spatially divided city, residential decision making is an important and
worthy area of investigation.

There is a long history of scholarly research into segregation in Northern Ireland in
general, and Belfast in particular. Much of this work has been done by Fred Boal and colleagues
(e-g., Boal, 1969; 1970; 1977; 1982; 1987a; Boal & Murray, 1977; Boal & Orr, 1978; Boal et al.,
1976a; Poole & Boal, 1973). Perhaps reflecting the geographic origins of these scholars, most
of this material has been outcome orientated, concentrating on the patterns of segregation fait
accompli. Although there are exceptions (e.g., Boal et al., 1976b; Keane, 1985) comparatively
little effort has been made to understand household decision making processes that underlie
the spatial patterns so assiduously documented. The central tenet of this study is that in order
to understand the longevity of such patterns one must investigate how residential mobility
decisions are made. As Munro (1987) notes, residential mobility has been examined as an
example of decision making in an imperfect market and she concludes that the study of search
and choice behaviour can help us to "...understand better the dynamics of the urban system as
well as yielding general insight into decision-making processes in a complicated market" (p. 32).

Specifically, this study is concerned with the search behaviour of owner occupier
households that recently purchased a dwelling in the owner occupied market of the BUA.
Owner occupation is selected for three main reasons: First, although most dwellings in Northern
Ireland are owner occupied, there have been no previous attempts to understand residential
segregation within this sector of the housing market - many studies implicitly and erroneously
assume that segregation is a public sector phenomena; Second, promoting the growth of owner
occupation is the top priority of government housing policy in Northern Ireland and there is,
therefore, a potential policy dimension in the selection of the owner occupied sector; Third, as

noted above, the owner occupied sector is the only part of the housing market where significant
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residential mixing occurs. In summary, therefore, this study is initiated under the premise that
household search behaviour is important in the context of a spatially segregated housing
market, and is a research area which has been neglected at least as far as Belfast is concerned.
One possible hypothesis is that the persistence of residential segregation implies that its
continuance is supported by contemporary residential mobility decisions, further suggesting that
residential mobility occurs within fairly distinct ethnic enclosures. There are, however, two
important issues that need to be considered. First, if it is true that residential mobility is
enclosure orientated, then to what extent is search similarly focused? This raises an important
question about choice versus constraint - in selecting segregated environments are households
acting out their preferences, or is such behaviour a reflection of supply side constraints?
Second, as we shall see later, there is a particularly active new build market in the Belfast Urban
Area. Most new private housing is provided at green field suburban locations, that is, not within
existing ethnic enclosures'. This raises the prospect that new private housing, appropriately
sited, might have an integrating role to play in the Province's housing markets. New private
housing might even serve as an “escape route” for households currently “trapped” in highly
segregated housing environments?

The principal focus of this thesis is an empirical investigation of the processes which
characterise the residential search and choice behaviour of households purchasing in the owner
occupied sector. The basic proposition of this study is that Catholic residential search behaviour
in the BUA mirrors the more restricted search behaviour of racial minorities in segregated
settings in the United States. This possible link between private sector residential decision-
making and residential segregation has been under-researched and, in response to Smith's
(1992) recent call for a much greater emphasis on the private sector in the general field of race

and housing studies, it is hoped that this study will make a contribution of some interest in this
area.

In cc_mtras\. the great majority of new public sector housing in Belfast over the past 25 years has been
prgvnded on redevelopment or infill sites. By definition, such housing has been built almost invariably within
existing ethnic enclosures, a point forcefully made by Keane (1985) and, more recently, by Melaugh (1994).
There has also been a debate about the provision of new public sector housing on green field sites at the
fringe of the Belfast Urban Area. For example, Singleton (1984) discusses the case of the "Roman Catholic"

Poleglass estate in the south-west of the urban area. There are no such debates about new private sector
green field developments. Here the issue is often one of amenity rather than ethnicity.
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1.3 Thesis Structure

Following this introductory chapter, the thesis is organised into five broad parts. Part one,
comprising two chapters, reviews the literature relevant to this study. As ethnic residential
segregation provides the impetus and context for the study, it is considered important to review
what is known about this phenomenon. In chapter two it is shown that Belfast is not unique and
it is argued that residential segregation is a pervasive feature of urban areas throughout the
world. The Belfast situation is discussed in some detail and a number of explanations for the
persistence of segregation are outlined. The potential role of residential decision-making in
creating and maintaining religious residential segregation is also considered. Residential search
is the subject of the third chapter. It is argued that search is an inevitable consequence of the
nature of the housing commodity and the functioning of urban housing markets. The theoretical
origins search as a topic of study are traced and the main empirical research is outlined.
Particular attention is paid to the evidence on search effort, spatial search behaviour, information
acquisition and use, and racial differences in search behaviour.

Part three, comprising two chapters, provides the methodological backbone for the
thesis. Chapter four asserts that a proper testing of the basic proposition of the thesis requires
that the role of religion is placed within the context of a comprehensive, behavioural mode! of
search. Such a model is set out in conceptual terms. A range of possible explanatory factors in
addition to religion are considered and the formal hypotheses for investigation are established.
The fifth chapter discusses the research design and data collection stage of the project. The
research approach is constructed around a triangulated design which embraces three separate
but inter-linked approaches: qualitative research on home buyers, secondary analysis of existing
datasets, and a retrospective survey of recent buyers in the BUA. Each of the approaches is
discussed in some detail together with the main analytical techniques that are employed.

Part four, comprising three chapters, represents the empirical core of the thesis. Chapter
six presents the results of a detailed secondary analysis of the study area. The chapter begins
by tracing the historical development of the study area and provides a comprehensive picture
of contemporary Belfast as the essential context against which the empirical results can be
evaluated. The chapter provides a detailed assessment of the extent of religious residential
segregation based on the 1991 Census of Population and the composition of the current
housing stock. Cluster analysis and hedonic regression techniques are used to test for the
presence of potential submarkets or product group areas within the BUA. Chapter seven profiles
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recent owner occupier movers in the BUA and their current housing circumstances. It also
presents the results of a detailed analysis of intra urban mobility, pre-search aspirations and
expectations, and active search behaviour. The primary focus of the chapter is on a bivariate
analysis of search behaviour on the basis of religion, but also in terms of segregation. A number
of specific correlates of search are also developed for use in chapter eight. Chapter eight is the
penultimate chapter of the thesis. Its primary aim is to develop and test the behavioural model
of search along the lines of the conceptual model outlined in chapter four. Separate regression
models are estimated for five different indicators of search behaviour and the chapter ends with
a path analysis of search in which these five variables are considered in conjunction with a wide
range of explanatory variables.

The final part, comprising a single chapter, deals with the conclusions that may be drawn
from the research. The chapter provides a summary of the key results, a review of the limitations

of the study, and it indicates a number of possible future research directions.



Chapter 2
RACIAL AND ETHNIC RESIDENTIAL SEGREGATION

21 Introduction

By their very nature urban areas tend to be segregated. Housing is segregated in terms of its
location, its physical attributes and the socio-economic and demographic characteristics of its
occupants, including income and household size. A succession of factorial ecology studies have
demonstrated that most cities in the developed world are differentiated on the basis of socio-
economic status, demographic and ethnic factors (e.g., Berry & Horton, 1970; Davies, 1984;
Doherty, 1978; Knox, 1987).

Such patterns appear as normal features of urban life and are the explicit concern of
many of the theories of urban residential structure and intra-urban mobility. However, whilst
segregation on the basis of non ethnic or racial factors is widespread it is not generally regarded
as unacceptable. In contrast, racial and ethnic segregation is widely viewed as unacceptable
and something to be eliminated. Robinson claims that the reason for this is that the spatial
distribution of ethnic groups produces inequalities in access to services, employment, desirable
housing and ultimately life chances (Robinson, 1987, p. 194). The undesirable nature of such
segregation is particularly common in the US literature, where the concern is with the link
between discrimination and segregation (e.g., Kain, 1987; Tobin, 1987a; Waquant & Wilson,
1993). The European literature, by contrast, is more concerned with the association between
deprivation and segregation (Boal, 1994a; 1994b; Phillips & Karn, 1991). It would be incorrect,
however, to suggest that segregation is always seen in negative terms. Thus, in a recent
contribution, Peach (1995) points to a number of positive consequences of separate living.

2.2 The Pervasive Nature of Racial and Ethnic Residential Segregation

"Ethnic and racial segregation surfaces in all sectors of society, but is probably most

visible in the spatial distribution of minorities in the urban areas throughout the world"
(Waldorf, 1990, p.637).

"Despite changes in the spatial pattern of segregation and spatial variations in the
level of segregation, residential segregation along ethnic, racial and class lines

continues to be an ingrained feature of urban areas across the globe...” (Leitner,
1992, p. 105).

Racial and ethnic segregation is prevalent in urban areas throughout the world, as recent
studies in the United States (Miller and Quigley, 1990), Canada (Anderson, 1988; 1991), Britain
(Smith, 1989), Germany (Huff and Waldorf, 1988), the Netherlands (Blauw, 1991), South Africa
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(Christopher, 1989), Australia (Forrest, 1988), and Sweden (Harsman & Quigley, 1995) serve
to illustrate. Given that ethnic and racial segregation has interested researchers for more than
50 years (Smith, 1989), it is not surprising that the research material is voluminous. In the
context of this chapter, therefore, it is not possible to attempt anything other than a brief review.
Nevertheless, an initial examination of the material suggests that important differences exist
according to whether the studies were conducted in the United States or in Europe. The main
differences relate to the nature and origin of the groups involved, the extent of segregation, the
structure and operation of the housing markets in which segregation is found, and the
explanations that may or may not exist. Nevertheless, in spite of these differences, segregation

is a common and persistent feature of urban morphology both in the United States and in
Europe.

2.24 The US Evidence

Given that the US is a nation of immigrants (Hartshorn, 1992), itis perhaps not surprising that
there is a long history of racial and ethnic segregation in America. The origins of research
directed at understanding patterns of segregation in the US can be traced to the work of the
Chicago School of human ecology in general, and the writings of Robert Park in particular.
Park's (1926) analysis was based on the precept that spatial location is the tangible counterpart
of social location. Segregation, therefore, was the spatial expression of outsider status.
Importantly, the Chicago ecologists regarded minority or outsider status, and hence segregation,
as a transitional state between exclusion and assimilation with the charter group. This process
of assimilation was supposed to occur in response to increases in the economic well being of
the ethnic group with an associated breakdown in cultural and language barriers. It was argued
that upward social mobility and the corresponding loss of minority status was accompanied by
residential relocation and hence desegregation. Empirical studies have provided strong
evidence in support of this process, with one important exception - the blacks. Thus, whilst a
succession of studies have shown that white ethnic groups are well assimilated into US society
(e.g., Duncan & Lieberson, 1959; Gans, 1962; Lieberson, 1963), racial minorities continue to
be highly segregated.

Indeed, the patterns of black residential segregation in the United States appear to have
remained remarkably stable over time with blacks over-represented in central areas and whites

in suburban areas (Sorensen, Taeuber & Holingsworth, 1975; Taeuber and Taeuber, 1965;
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Schnare, 1977; Farley et al, 1978; Gilmor & Doig, 1992). Following a review of the evidence,
Tobin concluded that whilst

"Patterns of housing segregation in the 1980s differ from those of the 1950s and
1960s, but they are no less real...the vast majority of the nation's minorities,
particularly blacks, remain locked in segregated neighborhoods” (Tobin, 1987b, p.8).

In spite of recent evidence of slight reductions in segregation over the past 20 years (Goering,
1986), the consensus of opinion is that the change is modest and that segregation remains an
enduring feature of urban areas in the USA in general and central city areas in particular. As one
recent commentator has suggested "segregated housing spaces, black and white, may have
become a permanent phenomena in American cities" (Hartshorn, 1992, p. 294). The extent of
the phenomenon is made clear by Massey and Denton (1993). They report that among the 30
metropolitan districts in the US with the largest black populations, the average index of
dissimilarity in 1990 for the North was 77.8, with a slightly lower figure of 66.5 for the South. This
is a cause for concern, particularly in that the empirical evidence demonstrates a close
association between black segregation, deprivation and disadvantage (Schill & Wachter, 1995).
In terms of housing, for example, the general picture to emerge is that blacks tend to be less
likely than whites to own their own homes, at any level of income, and when they have entered
home ownership they have tended to pay a premium when compared with white households
(Kain and Quigley, 1975; Strazheim, 1975).

Although the US evidence is overwhelmingly concerned with the segregation of blacks
and whites, there has also been an important strand of research that has focused on the
segregation of other groups, most especially the Hispanics. The evidence suggests that
Hispanics are less segregated from whites than are blacks, although variations are apparent and
there is some confusion over whether or not Hispanics are white or not (Hwang & Murdock.
1983). For example, using data from the 1970 Census of Population, Guest and Weed (1976)
and Kantrowitz (1979) show that Puerto Rican segregation approaches that of the blacks
whereas Chicano (Mexican Americans) segregation is significantly less (Lopez, 1981) and
approaches that for white ethnic groups (Farley, 1987). In an update of Lopez's study, drawing
on the 1980 Census, Hwang and Murdock (1982) showed that Anglo-Hispanic segregation had
declined noticeably and were substantially below the measures of black-white segregation.
Interestingly, however, evidence is now emerging to suggest that Chicanos are more segregated

from blacks than from whites (Hwang & Murdock, 1983), a finding that leads Farley (1987,



p.106) to conclude that this is further "...testimony to the special pattern of racial isolation

experienced by black Americans." Similar results are reported by Woolbright and Hartmann

(1987) in terms of Asian-black and Hispanic-black segregation.

2.2.2 The European Evidence

European research studies on segregation, although less numerous than those in the United
States, are arguably more diverse in nature. European studies have not concentrated as much
on the black-white dichotomy that dominates US research. Rather, they have embraced a
richness reflecting the disparate origins, both cultural and geographic, of the groups concerned.
Two broad groups feature prominently in the European literature: the ex-colonial and the guest-
worker'.

Concentrations of ex-colonials are found in many European counties, particularly those
with a strong colonial history such as the Netherlands, France and Britain. In the Netherlands,
for example, there are urban clusters of Indonesians, Moluccans, and Surinamese-Antillians
(Blauw, 1991; Musterd & Ostendorf, forthcoming). In France it has been estimated that, North
Africans, primarily Algerians, Moroccans and Tunisians, make up half of the foreign population
resident in the country (George, 1986). A similar picture emerges in Britain, where immigrants
from the “New Commonwealth” countries have been the subject of sustained British research
activity throughout the past three decades (e.g. Peach, 1968; Cater and Jones, 1979; Peach,
et al, 1988; Smith, 1989; Hill, 1992). Studies have shown that such groups are highly
concentrated into particular urban areas (Peach, Winchester and Woods, 1975), into particular
tenures (Phillips, 1986), and into particular types of property, usually those in worst condition
(Brown, 1984). Because of the significance of the public rented sector in Britain, much of the
British research effort has concentrated upon the allocation criteria and housing management
practices that govern access of minority groups to public renting (Bell, 1988; Eade, 1989;
Ginsberg, 1989; Habeebullah & Slater, 1990; Henderson & Karn, 1984, Peach et al. ,1975).

During the period of post-war reconstruction many European countries experienced
rapid industrial growth coupled with a chronic labour shortage. In response to this problem,

many employers recruited directly from abroad, a practice supported by the national

In practice there is a third category - refugees who were given political asylum within the host country. Over
the past two decades there have been significant numbers of refugees from Vietnam, Poland, Afghanistan,
Iran, and more recently from many Eastern European countries and parts of the former Yugoslavia.
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governments concerned. These immigrant workers came to Europe's major industrial cities
mainly during the 1950s and 1960s and, although originally intended to return, many were later
joined by their families and major ethnic concentrations emerged in the inner city areas across
continental Europe (Huttman, 1991). In Germany, for example, the government signed labour
supply agreements with several Southern European countries including Italy, Spain, Greece,
and other countries including Turkey, Morocco and Yugoslavia. Although the so called
Gastarbeiter, or Guest Worker, population was supposed to be temporarily resident in
Germany, by 1986 they made up more than 7 per cent of the population and displayed a
distinctive concentration in inner cities and peripheral estates (Friedrichs and Alpheis, 1991),
and more recent estimates suggest that the foreign population of the former West Germany had
reached 20 million by the end of the 1980s (Jones & Wild, 1992). Germany was not alone in
attracting immigrant workers. Knox (1987) reports significant numbers in France, Switzerland,
Belgium and Sweden, and other authors have pointed to similar developments in the
Netherlands (Blauw, 1991). In some cases, migrant workers were supplied with housing,
particularly in Germany, whilst in other situations workers found their own housing in the run-
down inner city areas of the major receiving cities. Sweden was one of the first European
countries to place its migrant workforce into sub-urban public sector housing estates (Phillips
& Karn, 1991). Irespective of location, however, the housing conditions of immigrant workers
were considerably below the standards of the host society. Moreover, such groups, were
residentially segregated within the housing stock?. This broad pattern of ethnic residence has
largely persisted into the present day as a result of a combination of factors including housing
policy, economic re-structuring, and “more generally, the failure of so-called ‘colour-blind’ urban
policy to address the ethnic dimension of social and economic disadvantage” (Smaje, 1995, p.
253).

The British situation is somewhat different. Migrant workers were not regarded as guests
in the same way as in other European countries. From the earliest years, their status within
Britain was conceived as permanent. Nevertheless, their living circumstances and the
corresponding patterns of segregation were much the same as guest workers throughout

Europe. Following a recent review of the British evidence, Smith (1992, p.15) writes:

Notwithstanding tr!e general observation that ethnic minorities in European cities tend to be disadvantaged,
there are exceptions such as the Jews and the Japanese (Glebe, 1986). Arend's (1991) study on

segregation in Switzerland shows the relatively advantaged position of what h W pig:
Westemers" (pp. 157-160). ged p e calls “privileged
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» there appears to be every evidence that migrant workers from the New

Commonwealth and Pakistan, and later their families, were effectively restricted to

some of the worst housing of the inner rings of the major cities - areas which were,

by 1969, recognised as at the heart of Britain's housing problem."”

A considerable portion of British research on residential segregation has focused on the
Asian community. Robinson (1979) has drawn attention to the fact that Asians do not constitute
a homogeneous group: individuals differ in respect of birth place, language, and religion. In his
study of Blackburn, he investigated the extent to which these factors exerted an influence on
intra-community clustering, and concluded that religion was the most important factor in
explaining the pattern of segregation within the Asian community. For example, he writes:

"The social geography of the Asian community only begins to appear ordered when

religion is considered...Without doubt...religion is the major axis of differentiation

within the Blackburn Asian community” (Robinson, 1979, p.37).

However, the all pervasive nature of religion as an axis of differentiation has been challenged

by Simms (1981) who failed to find supporting evidence in his study of the Asian communities

in Manchester and Birmingham.

2.2.3 US - European Comparisons

So, how do patterns of segregation in the US compare to those in Europe? In general, the
evidence suggests that the scale of segregation in Europe does not approach that found in most
American cities. Two points are worth noting. First, many British studies may have been
undertaken at too coarse a scale in order to make meaningful comparisons. The Dissimilarity
Index is prone to scale effects, and using a coarse scale may have under-stated the true extent
of residential segregation (Jones & McEvoy, 1978). This is not to deny the fact that intense
segregation is found at the localised scale in some European cities, such as for Turks, Greeks,
Yugoslavs and ltalians in Dusseldorf (O'Loughlin, 1987) and Asians in Huddersfield (Jones and
McEvoy, 1974), Blackburn (Robinson, 1979) and Leicester (Phillips, 1981). Second, it may not
be appropriate to use present day segregation levels in the US as comparators for black
segregation in Britain. Smith (1989) argues that this ignores the relatively short history of black
segregation in Britain and suggests that the appropriate comparison is the interwar years in the
US. Irrespective of the degree of segregation, the patterns in the US and in Europe differ in one
further respect: the sheer concentration of blacks in American cities makes the pattern of

segregation quite distinctive. Minorities in British cities, for example, typically constitute less than
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10 percent of the population. Similar levels are recorded in other European cities (e.g. Harsman
& Quigley, 1995). In contrast, in many American cities, the black population exceeds 40 percent.

Notwithstanding this general conclusion, segregation in Belfast probably has more in
common with patterns in the United States than in Britain or mainland Europe. Although Britain
has a long history of black settlement (e.g., Fryer, 1984; Rich, 1984/1985), the patterns of
segregation in Britain are primarily of post-war origin. Smith (1992) attributes the current
patterns of segregation in Britain to the interplay of housing and immigration policies introduced
and developed in this period. This is in direct contrast to the situation in the United States where
segregation patterns were in place long before the first housing policies were developed in the
late 1930s (Goering, 1992). Similarly, as will be demonstrated later in the thesis, the origin of
segregation in Belfast is rooted in the historical development of the city and aspects of current
residential patterns can be traced back almost 200 years. Furthermore, segregated minorities
in Britain account for just § per cent of the population in contrast to around one quarter in the
United States inner city areas (Schill & Wachter, 1995) and 42 per cent in Belfast (DHSS,
1992a). Although Smith (1989) notes that "Neither the size nor the concentration of the black
population in Britain has allowed 'ghettoisation' to develop on a scale or intensity comparable
to that in the USA", this cannot be said for Northern ireland in general and Belfast in particular.
The situation in Belfast is explored in some detail in the next section.

23 Religious Residential Segregation in Belfast

"...even the stranger visiting Belfast, though he might find it difficult to distinguish
Catholic and Protestant People on the basis of visual appearance, would still, in
many parts of the city, be able to recognize whether he were in a Catholic or
Protestant area...The Belfast resident himself, of course, has an even keener
awareness of the religious structure of individual parts of his city, for, whereas the
stranger's knowledge is likely to be based almost entirely on landscape
manifestations, the local resident extensively supplements what he sees by what he
hears and, indeed, by all the information he has accumulated from a multitude of

sources throughout his years of living in this acutely religion-conscious city" (Poole
& Boal, 1973, pp. 1-2).

Belfast, the principle city of Northern Ireland, has a population of some 280,000 people, although
the built up area has extended beyond the city boundaries forming the larger Belfast Urban
Area. This larger area contains almost half a million people, or about one third of the total
Northern Ireland population (DHSS, 1892d). For most people from outside of the Province,

Belfast conjures up mental images of a city torn by sectarian violence, a city ravaged by terrorist

bombings and shootings, a city divided along cultural and religious lines.
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Whilst this image is not wholly inaccurate?, it does tend to obscure the fact that Belfast
shares many of the features of any major Victorian city in the United Kingdom. A number of
factorial ecology studies have demonstrated that the patterns of residential differentiation on the
basis of age and socio-economic factors are consistent with those found in numerous other
cities, leading one recent commentator to observe that "...the social geography of Belfast is quite
unremarkable, and indeed typical of late capitalist cities" (Doherty, 1990, p. 28).

Many of the problems faced by Belfast are familiar and easily understood in terms of
macroeconomic forces: an over-reliance on a declining traditional manufacturing base; high and
increasing unemployment; a falling and ageing population base, particularly in the inner city.
However, the "Troubles', a euphemistic term used to describe the period of fairly continuous civil
unrest from 1969 to the present day in Northern ireland, are less clearly understood. It is these
"Troubles" and the contemporary political problems of Northern Ireland that dominate public
perceptions of Belfast. Most commentators now accept that the essence of the Northern Ireland
problem lies in the conflict between the two communities rather than a continuing colonial
involvement of Britain in Ireland (Boyle & Hadden, 1994). One of the problems with the inter-
community conflict explanation, however, is the lack of clarity with which the two communities
have been defined. There are at least three pairs of labels in common use: Protestant and
Catholic, unionist and nationalist, and loyalist and republican.

Most commonly the two communities are defined along religious lines. However, as has
been pointed out by several political analysts, this is somewhat misleading as the conflict in
Northern Ireland is not about religion per se. The terms "unionist" and "nationalist” are perhaps
the most common alternatives to the simplistic religious labels. There is undoubtedly a strong
correlation between Protestants and unionists on the one hand, and Catholics and nationalists
on the other. However, it is not a perfect correlation: not all Protestants are unionist and not all
Catholics are nationalists. In basic terms, the conflict is reflective of an ethnic division between
the nationalists, comprising primarily the Catholic descendants of the native lrish population,
who "aspire to unity with the Irish Republic” and the unionists, comprising mainly the Protestant
descendants of the plantation settlers, who "wish to maintain the political separation of Northern

Ireland from the Irish Republic" (Boal et al, 19764, p. 80). The chief political issue that underies

As an indication of the pervasive nature of the "Troubles", a recent attitude survey revealed that 47% of
the adult population in the Province have pe

: rsonally known someone who was killed as a result of
terrorism, and 11% are related to someone who was killed (Smith & Chambers, 1991).
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the 'Troubles' is the nature and purpose of the State itself. In essence the legitimacy of the
current political and constitutional arrangements is supported by the unionist majority and
disputed by the nationalist minority. Those in the unionist and nationalist traditions prepared to
use or support violence in pursuit of their objectives are normally referred to as loyalists or
republicans respectively. As terms to describe the two communities, this latter pair are perhaps
the most unsatisfactory.

In the context of a blurring around the edges of terms such as unionist, nationalist,
loyalist and republican, it is perhaps not surprising that the simplistic religious classification has
such currency. Indeed, Jackson (1971, p.6) notes that 'religion