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ABSTRACT

The s tu d y  was concerned  w ith  th e  way in  w hich t e l e v i s i o n  m essages a r e  

r e c e iv e d . I t  was an e x p lo ra tio n  in to  th e  a c tu a l  p ro c e s s e s  o f p ro d u c tio n  

and r e c e p t io n  o f t e l e v i s io n  m essages. A d e t a i l e d  d e s c r ip t io n  o f th e s e  

p ro c e s se s  i s  p re s e n te d . There a re  b a s ic a l ly  two p a r t s  o f th e  s tu d y .

The in t r o d u c t io n  e x p la in s  th e  r a t i o n a l e  fo r  th e  s tu d y . I t  a l s o  d e s c r ib e s  

th e  r e s e a r c h  d e s ig n .

P a r t  I  b e g in s  w ith  a h i s to r y  o f th e  t e l e v i s i o n  in d u s try  w ith  em phasis on 

th e  e v o lu tio n  o f th e  p re s e n t  s t r u c t u r e  and how t h i s  d i r e c t s  th e  s e r v ic e .  

I t  rev iew s th e  p ro c e sse s  o f p ro d u c tio n  and sc h e d u lin g  o f t e l e v i s i o n  

programmes. From t h i s  p a r t ,  we can b eg in  to  u n d e rs tan d  th e  p h ilo so p h y , 

o b je c t iv e s  and c o n s t r a in ts  u n d e rly in g  th e  m essages which th e  v iew ers  

r e c e iv e .

P a r t  I I ,  w hich i s  th e  l a r g e r  o f th e  two p a r t s ,  i s  th e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  

o b s e rv a tio n  o f v iew ing p a r c t i c e s  in  th e  12 s e le c te d  l o c a t i o n s . Each 

lo c a t io n  h as  been t r e a te d  as  a s e p a ra te  c a s e ,  w ith  a  d ay -b y -d ay  r e p o r t .  

There a re  many f a s c in a t in g  and s t im u la t in g  d e t a i l s  in  th e s e  r e p o r t s . The 

d is c u s s io n  which fo llo w s i s  on ly  an overv iew  o f th e  h ig h l ig h t s  in  each  

lo c a t io n .

The co n c lu d in g  c h a p te r  -  The making o f Meaning - p r e s e n ts  th e  f in d in g s  

o f th e  s tu d y  in  a n u ts h e l l .  I t  co v e rs  th e  s ig n i f i c a n t  c o n t r ib u t io n  which 

t h i s  s tu d y  p u rp o ses  to  make to  th e  body of know ledge. I t  h ig h l ig h ts  th e  

s t r i k i n g  im ages which v iew ers had ta k e n  from th e  s c re e n ,  b u t more 

im p o r ta n tly , i t  re -ex am in es  th e  o th e rw ise  mundane a c t  o f v iew ing  i t s e l f .



On th e  w hole, th e  s tu d y  made a ca se  fo r

i )  th e  a p p r o p r i a t e  m e th o d o lo g y  f o r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  th e  r o l e  o f  

t e l e v i s i o n  s o c ie ty

i i )  r a i s e d  i s s u e s  which r e s e a rc h  shou ld  be concerned  a b o u t, and

i i i )  th o se  which program m ers need  to  be m indful of,



if-^Tl^0l)ÜC'îfOf^ ^  STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

There a re  e s s e n t i a l l y  two e lem en ts  to  t h i s  s tu d y . The f i r s t  i s  to

d e s c r ib e  th e  developm ent o f t e l e v i s i o n  in  N ig e ria ; i t s  o r g a n is a t io n a l  

s t r u c tu r e ,  and i t s  programming p r a c t i c e s  and p o lic y . The second i s  an 

e x p lo ra to ry  s tu d y  on th e  way t e l e v i s i o n  m essages a re  re c e iv e d .  T his was 

an e th n o g ra p h ic  s tudy  o^ t e l e v i s i o n  v ie w ers , u s in g  a sm a ll sam ple o f 

N ig e ria n  women. The s tu d y  can  c la im  o r i g i n a l i t y  on bo th  g ro u n d s.

In  th e  f i r s t  in s ta n c e ,  th e r e  i s  no in d ic a t io n  th a t  such  a d e t a i l e d

d e s c r ip t io n  of th e  o r g a n is a t io n  o f  th e  t e le v i s io n  in d u s try  in  N ig e r ia , 

has e v e r  been docum ented. S im i la r ly ,  th e  s o r t  of e th n o g ra p h ic  work on 

te l e v i s i o n  au d ien ces , conducted  in  t h i s  s tu d y  i s  u n p reced en ted  in

N ig e r ia . In  deed, i t  i s  s t i l l  r a r e  more g e n e ra lly  in  media r e s e a r c h .  The 

work conducted  h e re  i s  more d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  to  th a t  o f  M orley (1986), 

and L u ll (1990). These form th e  t h e o r e t i c a l  p o in t o f e n t ry .

The two p a r t s  o f th e  s tu d y  a re  e f f o r t s  tow ards t r y in g  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  

com m unication p ro c e s s . The r a t i o n a l e  fo r  th e  s tu d y  i s  to  t r y  and

u n d e rs ta n d  l in k s  betw een th e  p ro d u c tio n  and sch ed u lin g  o f programmes, 

and th e  way peo p le  r e c e iv e  programmes. What has been a tte m p te d  in  th e  

f i r s t  p a r t ,  i s  a d e s c r ip t io n  o f th e  framework in  which programmes a r e  

produced -  th e  p ro c e s s e s , th e  p rob lem s, and c o n s t r a in ts  w hich shape th e  

m essages t h a t  a re  b ro a d c a s t .  T h is  was done w ith  th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  i f  

com m unication, as  a s e t  o f s o c ia l  p ro c e sse s  i s  to  be u n d e rs to o d , th e  

s o c ia l  p ro d u c tio n  of m essages must be co n s id e re d  a long  w ith  th e  a c t iv e  

p ro c e s se s  o f r e c e p t io n .  P a r t  o f th e  u n d e rs tan d in g  sh o u ld  come from a 

knowledge o f th e  s t r u c t u r e  o f th o se  o rg a n is a t io n s  from w hich th e  

m essages em anate. U nderstand ing  th e  way in  which th e  m essages, t h a t  i s



how th e  v ie w e rs  r e s p o n d  t o ,  and t a k e  m ean ing  from  th e  m essag es  

c o n s t i tu te s  th e  o th e r  p a r t .  T h is was th e  second p a r t  o f th e  s tu d y .

W h ils t th e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f th e  s tu d y  looked  a t  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n te x t

w ith in  w hich th e  m essages a re  o rg a n is e d , th e  second p a r t ,  which c a r r i e s

th e  w eight o f th e  s tu d y  i s  an e thnography  o f th e  c o n te x ts  w ith in  which

th e  m essages a re  re c e iv e d . I t  i s  t h i s  a s p e c t  of th e  work, t h a t  r e l a t e s

to  th e  s tu d ie s  by M orley, and L u l l .  A lthough b o th  s tu d ie s  recommended 

and used  q u a l i t a t i v e  ap p ro ach es, as opposed to  th e  " ty p ic a l"  survey  ty p e  

aud ien ce  s tu d ie s ,  (See Ang, 1991) th ey  had t h e i r  own l i m i t a t i o n s .

In  h i s  e x p lo ra to ry  s tu d y , Morley had r e s t r i c t e d  h im se lf  to  in te rv ie w s  

w ith  th e  v iew ing  s u b je c t s .  He was n o t a c tu a l ly  p re s e n t  in  th e  homes to  

o b serv e  th e  v iew ing a c t i v i t y  and e x p e r ie n c e . L u ll  and h is  c o lle a g u e s  had 

l ik e w is e , r e l i e d  more on th e  in te rv ie w s ,  in  s p i t e  of th e  3 -  day p e r io d  

of o b se rv in g  th e  s u b je c t s .  The p e r io d  o f o b s e rv a tio n  had been bo rn e , 

more o u t o f concern  w ith  f a c i l i t a t i n g  th e  in te rv ie w in g  s e s s io n .  My s tu d y  

i s  d e s ig n ed  to  e x p lo re  beyond th e  l i m i t s  o f b o th  s tu d ie s .

Research Designs
The t r e n d  o f th e  d is c u s s io n  in  th e  f i e l d  o f au d ien ce  r e c e p t io n  s tu d ie s  

c l e a r ly  p o in ts  to  th e  need  fo r  a d e s ig n  t h a t  would e n a b le  in q u iry  to  

p ro g re s s  beyond th e  id e n t i f i e d  l i m i t s .  There i s  a need to  u n ra v e l some 

of th e  assum ptions t h a t  had inform ed re c e p t io n  and media s tu d ie s .  For 

t h i s  re a s o n , th e re  was to  be l e s s  dependence on re p o r te d  view ing  

b e h a v io u r. That c o n s id e ra t io n  was c e n t r a l  in  t h i s  s tu d y .

A lthough th e  r e s e a rc h  q u e s tio n s  which evo lved  from p re v io u s  s tu d ie s  had 

been d i r e c t in g  in q u iry  to  aud ience  r e c e p t io n  p r a c t i c e s ,  t h i s  s tu d y  was



d esig n ed  to  encompass encoding  p r a c t ic e s  a s  w e ll , a t  l e a s t  in  p a r t .  

There was an a sp e c t o f th e  exam ination  aimed a t  ( i )  docum enting th e  

o r g a n is a t io n a l  s t r u c tu r e s  and ( i i )  p ro d u c tio n  p r a c t ic e s  o f th e  v a r io u s  

t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n s  which se rv ed  th e  s tu d y  fo cu s a re a .

The p o in t  of t h i s  was to  e s t a b l i s h  th e  range  o f programming f a r e  

a v a i la b le  to  th e  au d ien ce ; exam ine th e  r e l a t io n s h ip s  u n d e r ly in g  t h i s  

ran g e ; and th e re b y  id e n t i f y  th e  in te n t io n s  of th e  p ro d u c e rs  in  th e  

m e ssa g e s  t h a t  a r e  r e c e iv e d .  T h is  was done w ith  t h e  hope t h a t  

u n d e rs ta n d in g  th e  p r a c t ic e s  th a t  u n d e r l ie  b o th  encod ing  and r e c e p t io n  

p ro c e s se s  w i l l  b e t t e r  i l lu m in a te  th e  i n t e r a c t io n  betw een b o th . These 

concerns inform ed th e  m ethodology th a t  was adop ted .

Methodology
As a lre a d y  in d ic a te d ,  th e re  were two s ta g e s  to  th e  in q u i ry .  One was on 

th e  p ro d u c tio n  s id e  and th e  o th e r  was focused  on th e  v ie w e r 's  r e c e p t io n  

o f th e  m essages marked o u t .

The fo llo w in g  q u e s tio n s  se rv ed  a s  a g u id e  to  th e  in q u iry  on th e  

p ro d u c tio n  s id e .

1. a What i s  th e  p o lic y  view o f th e  r o le  o f t e l e v i s i o n  in  s o c ie ty ?

b What range  o f i n t e r e s t s  i s  t e l e v i s i o n  exp ec ted  to  se rv e?

Note how te le v i s i o n  i s  ex p ec ted  to  se rv e  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f ( i )  

governm ent ( i i )  b u s in e s s  ( i i i )  th e  aud ien ce

2. What i s  th e  o r g a n is a t io n a l  s t r u c tu r e  o f th e  t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t io n s ?

i  How have th e  d e f in e d  o b je c t iv e s  of (1) above in f lu e n c e d

th e  s t r u c t u r e  found in  th e  in d u s try ?

i i  What i s  th e  o r g a n is a t io n a l  s t r u c tu r e  as  r e l a t e s  to  m essage

p ro d u c tio n ?



Note th e  in te n d e d  m essages in  th e  v a r io u s  programmes, 

i i i  How does th e  o rg a n is a t io n  a f f e c t  th e  c l a r i t y  of th e

d e c la re d  in te n t io n s ?

3. What p ro v is io n s  have been  made fo r  s p e c ia l  i n t e r e s t s  meant to  be 

s e rv e d , b e a r in g  in  mind th e  s o c io - c u l tu r a l  make up o f th e  t a r g e t  

au d ien ce?

•feK-e.
A lthough in -d e p th  in te rv ie w s  were conducted  o n ^ p ro d u c tio n  s id e ,  w ith  

s t a f f  a t  th e  v a r io u s  s t a t i o n s  and th e  s u p e rv is in g  m in is t ry ;  i t  was 

complemented by o b s e rv a tio n  o f p ro d u c tio n  p ro c e d u re s ; and th e  n o tin g  o f 

p e r t i n e n t  c a s u a l rem arks made by p a s t  and p re s e n t  s t a f f .  In  a d d i t io n ,  

docum ented ev id en ce  from books, f i l e s ,  which proved to  be s c a n ty , w ere 

a ls o  used  to  supplem ent th e  above.

For co n v en ien ce , th e  in te rv ie w s  as  w e ll as  th e  p ro d u c tio n  m eetings 

a t te n d e d , were a l l  to  have been ta p e d . There was a r e v i s io n  in  th e  

s t r a t e g y ,  which le d  to  a r e l i a n c e  on m ental and hand w r i t t e n  n o te - ta k in g  

r a th e r  th a n  ta p ed  in te rv ie w s .  B ecause b ro a d c a s te r s  a s  w ith  m in is try  

o f f i c i a l s  were governm ent s t a f f ,  bound by th e  O f f i c i a l  S e c re ts  A ct, 

th e re  was a h e s i t a t i o n  on th e  p a r t  o f some s t a f f  to  have ta p e d  

in te rv ie w s .  A c e r t a in  g e n e ra l manager who had re fu s e d  to  be in te rv ie w e d  

on t a p e  g av e  a v e ry  f r a n k  and  e x t r e m e ly  i n s i g h t f u l  i n t e r v i e w .  

T h e re a f te r ,  even when in te rv ie w s  were to  be ta p ed , rem arks made d u r in g  

d i s c u s s i o n  o u t s i d e  th e  t a p e d  e x e r c i s e  w ere n o te d .  T h ese  u s u a l l y  

c l a r i f i e d  p o in t s  t h a t  had n o t been  c l e a r  w ith in  th e  in te rv ie w . In  f a c t ,  

ta p ed  in te rv ie w s  were t h e r e a f t e r  re s e rv e d  f o r  th o se  o f f i c i a l s  who had a 

le v e l  o f co n fid e n c e  in  th e  r e s e a r c h e r ,  and were n o t in t im id a te d  by th e  

aud io  r e c o rd in g .



For th e  in te rv ie w s  th a t  were n o t ta p e d , n o te s  were ta k en  as  s p a r in g ly  as  

p o s s ib le .  Emphasis was on m ental n o te  ta k in g .  R ecords o f th e s e  m eetings 

w ere docum ented im m ediately  a f te rw a rd s  o f te n  in  th e  c a r  p a rk  o r  even on 

th e  road  s id e .  R epeated  v i s i t s  to  th e  s t a t i o n s  meant t h a t  th e r e  were 

s e v e ra l  c o n ta c ts  w ith  th e  o f f i c i a l s  and t h i s  p ro v id ed  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  

fo r  fo llo w  up and f u r th e r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n .

i

F ollow ing  th e  p re c e p ts  of M orley (1985) and L u ll (1990), th e r e  was to  be 

a c o n te x tu a l  focus  of th e  v iew ing  p r a c t i c e s .  The p a r t i c ip a n t  o b s e rv a tio n  

te c h n iq u e  was th u s  employed fo r  g a th e r in g  d a ta .  T his was done w ith  a 

view to  e x p lo r in g  th e  v a r io u s  p ro c e s se s  which in t e r a c t  and d e te rm in e  th e  

au d ien ce  r e c e p t io n .

R a th e r th a n  r e ly  s o le ly  on th e  s e l f  r e p o r t s  o f th e  au d ien ce  sam ple, th e  

s u b je c ts  w ere to  be observ ed  in  a r e a l  s e t t i n g ,  so t h a t  a s  many o f th e  

c o n t r ib u to ry  f a c to r s  t h a t  e x i s t ,  a s  p o s s ib le ,  w i l l  be docum ented.

The d e s ig n  i s  inform ed by th e  knowledge th a t  t e l e v i s io n  v iew ing  i s  

b a s ic a l ly  a p a s tim e . For s e v e ra l  re a s o n s , th e  medium i s  o f te n  n o t g iv en  

deep o r s e r io u s  th o u g h t. In  some in s ta n c e s  t h i s  i s  due to  a c e r t a in  

snobbery , in  some i t  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  m erely  ta k en  fo r  g ra n te d . In  f a c t ,  

t h i s  was confirm ed  in  many in s ta n c e s  d u r in g  th e  s tu d y . The s u b je c ts  

w ere, a t  l e a s t ,  c u r io u s ly  amused t h a t  t h e i r  v iew ing  p r a c t i c e s  co u ld  

a t t r a c t  such  r ig o ro u s  in q u iry .  With such  an a t t i t u d e  p r e v a i l in g ,  i t  

becomes even more im p o rtan t to  have someone who c o n sc io u s ly  a p p re c ia te s  

th e  p u rpose  o f th e  in q u i ry ,  d i r e c t l y  n o tin g  what i s  p e r t i n e n t  d a ta .  

A f te r  a l l ,  th e  s tudy  was d e s ig n e d  to  e x p lo re  e x p la n a tio n s  which had 

h i t h e r to  been ig n o re d . H o p efu lly , t h i s  would g iv e  a g r e a te r  chance fo r  

u n d e rs ta n d in g  t e l e v i s i o n  v iew ing  a s  a s o c ia l  b eh av io u r and id e n t i f y in g



th e  p a t te r n  o f  re sp o n ses  to  make t e l e v i s i o n  i t s e l f  more m ean in g fu l. 

S afeguards

In  a d d i t io n  to  b e in g  p h y s ic a l ly  p re s e n t  a t  th e  v iew ing  s i t e s ,  and 

w atching  th o s e  programmes which th e  s u b je c ts  them se lv es  s e le c te d ,  and 

ta k in g  n o te s ,  th e  c o n v e rsa tio n s  around  th e  v iew ing  w ere ta p e d  and 

a n a ly se d . T here was on ly  one lo c a t io n  a t  w hich th e  aud io  ta p in g  of a l l  

th e  v iew ing  c o u ld  n o t be re c o rd e d . In  t h i s  c a se  more d e t a i l e d  n o te s  were 

ta k e n ,

The use  o f s t r a t e g i c a l l y  p o s i t io n e d  m icrophones p roved  to  be a g r e a t  

h e lp . U su a lly  a m icrophone was s ta t io n e d  c lo s e  to  th e  main s u b je c t  (S I ) , 

and a n o th e r was p o s i t io n e d  c lo s e  enough to  th e  s e t .  In  th e  ev en t o f a 

l a r g e r  v iew ing  group , th e  p r i o r i t y  was to  re c o rd  th e  v iew ing  s u b je c t s .  

In  any c a se  th e  m icrophones were s e n s i t i v e  enough, and th e  programmes 

were u s u a l ly  loud  enough to  be p ic k ed  up .

The advan tage  o f t h i s  i s  t h a t  comments which were m u tte re d , which cou ld  

o th e rw ise  have been m issed , were p ic k ed  up by th e  m icrophone. T h is 

a f fo rd e d  a c lo s e r  in s p e c t io n  o f th e  phenomenon, which was o f te n  p r iv a te ,  

w ith o u t th e  r e s e a r c h e r  b e in g  too  o b tr u s iv e .

In  a d d i t io n  to  th e  o b s e rv a tio n , focus in te rv ie w s  o r  g roups d is c u s s io n s  

were conducted  w ith  th e  s u b je c t s  in  th e  v a r io u s  lo c a t io n s .  A ccording to  

th e  d e s ig n , th e se  sho u ld  have been  conducted  a f t e r  th e  o b se rv a tio n  

p e r io d , b u t t h i s  was n o t so in  some c a s e s .  Some o f th e  s u b je c t s  in  th e  

co u rse  o f  v iew ing  sp o n tan eo u sly  engaged th e  r e s e a r c h e r  in  d is c u s s io n s  

which co vered  th e  scope o f th e  p lanned  d is c u s s io n s .  C onducting th e  

sch ed u led  d is c u s s io n  th u s  p roved  to  be n e e d le s s .



A seven-day  o b se rv a tio n  p e r io d  was d ec id ed  upon fo r  each  lo c a t io n .  T his 

meant t h a t  th e  p o s s ib le  v a r i a t io n s  in  day and tim e u se  p a t t e r n  co u ld  be 

o b se rv ed . T h is was why th e r e  was no p re -d e te rm in e d  v iew ing  tim e s . The 

r e s e a r c h e r  aimed to  be a t  th e  lo c a t io n  fo r  th e  e n t i r e  d u ra t io n  o f 

tra n s m is s io n  th a t  th e  s u b je c t  was a v a i la b le  f o r .  T his meant o b s e rv a tio n  

was p lanned  to  commence a t  th e  tim es when th e  s u b je c t  were a v a i la b le  in  

t h e i r  homes, and concluded  a t  t h e i r  bed tim e . T his was n o t alw ays 

p o s s i b l e  f o r  v a r io u s  r e a s o n s .  F u r th e r  d e t a i l s  o f  th e  o b s e r v a t i o n  

p ro ced u re  a re  a v a i la b le  in  th e  d is c u s s io n  o f th e  f in d in g s .

A nother c r u c ia l  re a so n  which inform ed th e  d e c is io n  f o r  a  seven  day 

o b s e rv a tio n  p e r io d  a ro s e  from L u l l 's  work. He recommended t h i s  d u ra t io n  

on th e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  t h a t ,  by th e  end o f th e  week, 'n o rm a l ' v iew ing  

p a t te r n s  would have em erged .

The fo llo w in g  a re  th e  r e s e a r c h  q u e s tio n s  which se rv ed  a s  a g u id e  to  th e  

o b s e rv a tio n .

1 . What i s  th e  t e l e v i s i o n  consum ption p a t t e r n  o f th e  women?

R ath er th a n  be a la rm in g , t h i s  t r e n d  sh o u ld  be seen  a s  e n co u ra g in g . I t  

was a c o n firm a tio n  t h a t  th e  s tu d y  was in t e r e s te d  in  i s s u e s  which a re  

r e le v a n t  to  th e  v iew ing  a u d ie n c e . The d is c u s s io n  was gu ided  by th e  same 

q u e s tio n s  which se rv e d  as  th e  o b s e rv a tio n  g u id e , e s p e c ia l ly  th o s e  is s u e s  

which evo lved  from th e  v iew ing  e x p e r ie n c e s . There were th u s  some 

v a r ia t io n s  among th e  q u e s tio n s  asked  th e  d i f f e r e n t  g roups.

The d is c u s s io n / in te rv ie w s  were u s e fu l  fo r  c l a r i f y in g  o b se rv ed  t r e n d s  

which co u ld  o th e rw ise  be re g a rd e d  as  th e  r e s e a r c h e r 's  a ssu m p tio n s .



i  What i s  th e  frequency  o f  u se?

i i  What i s  th e  i n t e n s i ty  o f u se?

i i i  ' What i s  th e  s t a t i o n  lo y a l ty  p a t te r n ?

iv  What i s  th e  programme p re fe re n c e  p a t te rn ?

2. What i s  th e  m a n ife s t c o n te n t of p r e f e r r e d  programmes?

i  What a re  th e  p e rc e iv e d  th e m e s /c e n tra l  s to r y l in e s ?

i i  What a re  th e  i d e n t i f i a b l e  s ig n s  and sym bols?

i i i  What a re  th e  v a lu e s  p la c e d  on them?

3. What i s  th e  media l i t e r a c y  l e v e l  o f th e  women? Which of th e  

f o l lo w in g  p r o d u c t io n  e le m e n ts  a r e  fo u n d  to  be s i g n i f i c a n t  o r  

m e a n in g fu l.

i  The c h a ra c te r s

i i  The perform ance

i i i  The s e t  d e s ig n

iv  The music

V The d u ra tio n

v i The them e/m essage

v i i  The form at

v i i i  The l i g h t in g

ix  The costum es

X Camera w o rk ./tra n s it  io n  d e v ic e s

x i The use  o f language

4. What a re  th e  e x i s t in g  d is c o u rs e  p a t t e r n s  amongst th e  women?

i  How does th e  women compare th e  w orld  v iew (s) on t e l e v i s i o n  

w ith  r e a l i t y ?

i i  When i s  th e  TV w orld view  a c c e p te d , r e j e c te d ,  r id i c u le d  o r

r a t i o n a l i s e d ?



Ethics
The is s u e  o f  e th ic s  in  a d e s ig n  as above, i s  alw ays one o f  co n ce rn . The 

re sp o n d e n ts  in  a l l  c a se s  were made aware of th e  pu rpose  o f th e  e x e rc is e .  

T h is  aw areness in  some c a se s  was n o t u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e i r  c o n t r ib u t io n  as  

in  th e  c a se  o f th e  u n s o l ic i te d  rem arks. N o n e th e le ss , th e  re sp o n d e n ts ' 

p e rm iss io n  to  use  t h e i r  comments ts/ÔRS:. o b ta in e d . In  any c a se , th e  

id e n t i t y  o f re sp o n d en ts  in  such  c a se s  i s  p ro te c te d .

Timing
Due to  fu n d in g , th e re  was a s ix  months l i m i t  f o r  th e  f ie ld w o rk . T h is  

tim e was s p l i t  e q u a lly  betw een b o th  s ta g e s  o f th e  d a ta  c o l l e c t i o n .

The f ie ld w o rk  January  1991 t i l l  June 1991. Jan u a ry  to  March

was d ev o ted  to  c o l le c t in g  d a ta  on th e  p ro d u c tio n  end. I t  was a ls o  d u rin g  

t h i s  p e r io d  th a t  th e  lo c a t io n s  to  be used  fo r  th e  a u d ien ce  s e c t io n  o f 

th e  in q u iry  were a rra n g e d .

To e n su re  t h a t  th e  programming base  which th e  au d ien ce  had  to  r e f e r  to  

was u n ifo rm , a l l  th e  o b s e rv a tio n  a t  th e  r e c e p t io n  end was conducted  

w ith in  th e  same programming q u a r te r .  T his was th e  second q u a r te r  o f 1991 

-  A p r il to  Ju n e . S ta r t in g  a t  th e  p ro d u c tio n  s i t e s  meant t h a t  th e  in q u iry  

co u ld  t r a i l  th e  re c e iv e d  programmes from th e  p ro d u c tio n  s ta g e .

The two s t a g e s  o f  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  w ere  n o t  t o t a l l y  d i s c r e t e .  

D i f f i c u l t i e s  in  s e t t i n g  up some in te rv ie w s  o r  in  c o l l e c t i n g  docum ents 

and so on, meant t h a t  work on th e  p ro d u c tio n  s i t e s  o v e rla p p e d  in to  th e  

tim e a l l o t e d  fo r  r e c e p t io n  p r a c t i c e s .  As a r e s u l t ,  th e r e  was th e  

o p p o r tu n ity  of o b se rv in g  more c u r re n t  d a y -to -d a y  p ro d u c tio n  p ro c e s s e s ,  

and th e  r e c e p t io n  o f such . On o c c a s io n s , i t  was p o s s ib le  to  o bserve  th e



p ro d u c tio n  s i t e s  in  th e  m orning and , t h e r e a f t e r ,  o bserve  th e  r e c e p t io n

o f th e  r e s u l t  o f th e s e  p ro c e s s e s , in  th e  even in g .

Sample
There was no a tte m p t to  g e t a sam ple t h a t  was r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f N ig e r ia .  

The i n t e n s i t y  o f th e  s c ru t in y  which th e  s tu d y  aimed fo r  meant t h a t  th e  

sam ple s i z e  had to  be sm a ll. Given th e  l i m i t s  on th e  tim e and d e s ig n , 

o n ly  12 lo c a t io n s  cou ld  be s e le c te d .  I t  was d ec id ed  th a t  th e s e  be drawn 

from one town.

Sagamu was s e le c te d  as  th e  focus town f o r  th e  s tu d y . I t  i s  a town t h a t  

i s  s t r a t e g i c a l l y  lo c a te d , in  c lo s e  p ro x im ity  to  Lagos, Ibadan  and 

Abeokuta -  th r e e  cosm opo litan  c i t i e s ,  each  b e in g  s t a t e  c a p i t a l s .  T h is  

meant t h a t  th e r e  were TV s t a t i o n s  s i t u a t e d  in  each  o f them . As a r e s u l t  

Sagamu was p r iv i le g e d  to  have p l u r a l i s t i c  TV s e rv ic e .  (Re. Map TV 

tra n s m is s io n  c o v e ra g e .)  w ith in  th e  co v erag e  a re a  o f  s e v e ra l  s t a t i o n s .

The focus a r e a  i s  s i tu a te d  in  th e  so u th -w e s te rn  p a r t s  o f N ig e r ia  which

has had th e  lo n g e s t  c o n ta c t  w ith  TV b ro a d c a s t in g .

A r u r a l  b ased  town l i k e  Sagamu was more a t t r a c t i v e  th an  c i t i e s  l i k e  

Lagos b ecau se  i t  a f fo rd e d  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  in v e s t ig a te  th e  re sp o n se  

p a t te r n s  o f  th e  o th e rw ise  la rg e ly  ig n o re d  r u r a l  m a jo r i ty .  I t  a l s o  

p re s e n te d  an o p p o r tu n ity  to  examine communal v iew ing p r a c t i c e s  which 

presum ably  t y p i f i e s  a la r g e r  p ro p o r t io n  of v iew ing  in  th e  N ig e r ia n  

c o n te x t .  The w idely  h e ld  assum ption , even among program m ers, i s  t h a t  

in a d e q u a te  number o f homes w ith  s e t s  r e s u l t s  in  communal v iew in g , w ith  

n e ig h b o u rs  and r e l a t i v e s  c l u s t e r in g  around a v a i la b le  s e t s  (Odeka, 1988).
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The sam ple o f 12 lo c a t io n s  was s e le c te d  to  i l l u s t r a t e  d i f f e r e n t  s o c ia l  

p o s i t i o n s .  A s y n th e s is  o f a d v e r t i s e r s  (and b r o a d c a s te r s ')  view o f 

a u d ie n c e  p o s i t i o n i n g ,  an d  th e  c o n tin u u m  p ro p o s e d  by Moemeka, was 

c o n s id e re d  in  id e n t i f y in g  such  v a r i a t io n s .

The knowledge continuum  i s  d i s t i n c t  from a s c a le  m easuring  form al 

e d u c a tio n  in  t h a t  i t  r e c o g n is e s  th e  im portance  o f a l t e r n a t i v e ,  non

s t r u c tu r e d  e d u c a tio n  which in c lu d e s  exposure  to  and u se  o f o th e r  media 

o f  com m unication. I t  re c o g n is e s  th e  scope o f 'e x p e r ie n c e ' which has been 

id e n t i f i e d  a s  r e le v a n t  in  th e  p ro c e ss  o f making m eaning. As a r e s u l t ,  

even though i t  i s  n o t c l e a r ly  d e f in e d , th e  s c a le  was s t i l l  c o n s id e re d  

a t t r a c t i v e .

Educated E ducated Sem i-educated Uneducated
and inform ed b u t uninform ed and i l l - in f o r m e d and

uninform ed

Knowledge Continuum Model, developed  from an o r ig in a l  id e a  by Andrew A. 

Moemeka (1981)

The p u rc h a s in g  power and l i v in g  p a t t e r n s  which a re  o f concern  to  

a d v e r t i s e r s  were c o n s id e re d , u s in g  s o c ia l  in d ic e s  l i k e  h o u s in g , s ta indard  

o f  l i v in g ;  and a c q u i s i t i o n s .  Above a l l ,  th e  a n t ic ip a te d  n a tu re  o f th e  

v iew ing  c o n te x t w hether i t  was fam ily , o r  communal was c o n s id e re d  in  th e  

s e le c t io n  o f th e  sam ple.

I t  was d i f f i c u l t  to  g e t  d e t a i l e d  in fo rm a tio n  abou t th e  p o p u la tio n  o f 

Sagamu, th e  s tu d y  fo cu s town. As a r e s u l t ,  i t  was im p o ss ib le  to  even 

a tte m p t to  draw a sam ple r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f t h a t  p o p u la tio n . Though t h i s  

had n o t been  th e  aim, a sam pling  fram e was re q u ire d  as  a r e f e r e n c e  p o in t  

to  th e  s o c ia l  r e a l i t y .  U sing re c o rd s  o f  s tu d ie s  c a r r i e d  o u t by m ed ical
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s tu d e n ts  in  th e  Community H ea lth  D epartm ent of th e  Ogun S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  

T eaching  H o s p ita l ,  th e  sc a n ty  in fo rm a tio n  from th e  lo c a l  governm ent 

o f f i c e  and f i r s t  hand knowledge o f th e  tow n, th e  s e le c te d  sam ple can be 

s a id  to  r e f l e c t  th e  p rom inen t s o c ia l  p o s i t io n s  in  th e  town.

On th e  p ro d u c tio n  s id e ,  seven  o u t o f th e  e ig h t  ch an n e ls  r e c e iv a b le  were 

s c r u t i n i s e d .  In te rv ie w s  were conducted  w ith  v a r io u s  o f f i c e r s  in  s ix  o f 

th e se  s t a t i o n s .  They ranked  from s e n io r  management to  ju n io r  cad re  

s t a f f ,  e s p e c ia l ly  th o se  who were d i r e c t l y  invo lv ed  in  th e  p ro d u c tio n  

p ro c e s s . In q u iry  fo r  in fo rm a tio n  on p o l ic y ,  g e n e ra l management and 

a n c i l l a r y  s e rv ic e s  was n o t as  r ig o ro u s

In  a d d i t io n ,  th e  p re s e n t  and p a s t  em ployees o f th e  TV s t a t i o n s  netw ork 

s t a f f ,  o f f i c i a l s  from  th e  s u p e r v i s i n g  m i n i s t r y ,  t h e  M in i s t r y  o f  

In fo rm a tio n , a t  F ed e ra l and (Ogun) S ta te  le v e l  were in te rv ie w e d .

In te rv ie w s  w ere a ls o  conducted  w ith  s t a f f  of a d v e r t i s in g  a g e n c ie s  who 

r e p r e s e n t  th e  v o ic e  o f a d v e r t i s e r s .  These in c lu d ed  Account E x e c u tiv e s , 

media e x e c u tiv e s ,  th e  p ro d u c e rs  o f th e  TV a d v e rtis e m e n ts  th e m se lv es . The 

th r e e  a g e n c ie s  covered  were s e le c te d  to  r e p r e s e n t  d i f f e r e n t  o r i e n t a t i o n s  

to  a d v e r t i s in g  management.

The em phasis a t  t h i s  s ta g e  o f in q u iry  was to  speak w ith  a s  many p eo p le  

as  p o s s ib le .  F if ty - tw o  sch ed u le d  in te rv ie w s  were co nducted . In  a d d i t io n  

to  th e s e  w ere th e  spon tan eo u s c h a ts ,  in c id e n ta l  d is c u s s io n s  and th e  

a tte n d a n c e  o f e d i t o r i a l  and p ro d u c tio n  m ee tin g s .
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Scheduled  In te rv ie w s  fo r  P ro d u c tio n  P r a c t ic e s

S ta t io n  Scheduled In te rv ie w s

NTA (H ead q u arte rs)  11)
NTA Channel 10 (Lagos) 4) 15
NTA Channel 5 (Lagos) 1
NTA Ibadan  1
NTA A beokuta 2
NTA I k e ja  8
LTV 3
OGTV 6
BCOS 9
M in is try  o f In fo rm a tio n  (F e d e ra l & S ta te )  2
A d v e r tis in g  A gencies 5

52

T his la b o r io u s  e x e rc is e  was w arran ted  by th e  d e a r th  o f  documented 

in fo rm a tio n  on th e  t e l e v i s i o n  in d u s try  in  N ig e r ia .

Limitations of Study
The most obv ious l i m i t a t i o n  to  th e  s tu d y  i s  th e  s iz e  o f th e  sam ple which 

l i m i t s  how g e n e r a l i s a b le  th e  f in d in g s  can  b e . There was th e  la c k  o f 

p ro p e r  docum entation  on th e  s u b je c t s .  There was h a rd ly  any secondary  

so u rc e  o f  in fo rm a tio n . For in s ta n c e ,  th e r e  was very  l i t t l e  docum ented 

in fo rm a tio n  abou t th e  fo cu s  town, e s p e c ia l ly  such  as  was r e le v a n t  to  th e  

s tu d y . In  t h i s  re g a rd , th e r e f o r e ,  th e  s tu d y  was a g a in  e x p lo r in g  in to  

h i t h e r t o  u n re se a rc h e d  t e r r i t o r y .  T his m eant e x t r a  e f f o r t  had  to  go in to  

lo c a t in g  th e  p o ck e ts  o f s tu d ie s  t h a t  had any b e a r in g  a t  a l l  and, 

t h e r e a f t e r ,  make sen se  o f  them.

The few f ig u r e s  which inform ed  th e  knowledge o f th e  sam ple town were 

e s t im a te s  made from s e v e ra l  u n p u b lish e d  c l a s s  p r o j e c t s .  I t  i s  n o t c l e a r  

how r e l i a b l e  th e  d a ta  g a th e r in g  and co m p u ta tio n s  in  th e s e  p r o je c t s  had 

b een . They, th e r e f o r e ,  have to  be used  w ith  c a u t io n . For t h i s  re a s o n , 

s t a t i s t i c s  have n o t been  p ro v id ed  in  th e  s tu d y . I t  i s  hoped th a t  th e
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cen su s  e x e r c is e  conducted  a f t e r  th e  f ie ld w o rk  w i l l  o f f e r  more r e l i a b l e  

d a ta  b a se  f o r  f u tu r e  s tu d ie s .  A ll t h i s  meant i t  was even more d i f f i c u l t  

to  a t te m p t to  draw a r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  sam ple.

The c lo s e d  n a tu re  o f th e  s o c ie ty ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

q u a r t e r s ,  c o u ld  have p roved  to  be a l i m i t a t i o n .  The r e s e a r c h e r  had th e  

ad v an tag e  o f b e in g  a b le  to  com municate in  th e  lo c a l  d i a l e c t ,  and was 

read y  to  come to  th e  s u b je c ts  l e v e l .  T h is  proved to  be v e ry  h e lp fu l  as 

i t  red u ced  th e  s u s p ic io n s  h e ld  abou t th e  r e s e a r c h e r .  R e se a rc h e r, on 

o c c a s io n s , had to  compromise p e rso n a l hyg iene  s ta n d a rd s  to  p a r ta k e  of 

fam ily  m eals d u rin g  th e  o b s e rv a tio n . A c o n tin u ed  r e j e c t i o n  o f th e  

i n v i t a t i o n s  would have been  in t e r p r e te d  as  snobbery and t h i s  would have 

a l ie n a t e d  th e  re sp o n d e n ts .

The r e s e a r c h  c u l tu r e  i s  n o t y e t p r e v a le n t  in  N ig e r ia , in  a l l  c a s e s ,  th e  

co n fid e n c e  o f th e  s u b je c t s  had to  be won. T his meant t h a t  p e rso n a l 

r e l a t i o n s h ip s  had to  be c u l t i v a t e d .  T h is  proved  l e s s  d i f f i c u l t  in  some

c a se s  where th e r e  had been  p re v io u s  ac q u a in ta n c e  of th e  r e s e a r c h e r ,  

u s u a l ly  th ro u g h  a c o n ta c t .  I t  was more d i f f i c u l t  i n i t i a l l y ,  in  th o se  

c a s e s  where th e r e  was no p r io r  know ledge of th e  r e s e a r c h e r  o r  anyone who 

co u ld  vouch f o r  h e r .  In  th e s e  c a se s  ( lo c a t io n s  1 and 2) s u b je c t s  were 

s u s p ic io u s  o f r e s e a r c h e r 's  m o tiv es .

However, once r a p p o r t  had been e s ta b l i s h e d ,  th e re  were no h o ld s  b a r re d .  

The s u b je c t s  w ere v e ry  u n p re te n tio u s  and v ery  open.

In  f a c t ,  by th e  end of th e  o b s e rv a tio n  p e r io d , r e l a t i o n s h ip s  had been 

e s ta b l i s h e d .  In  many c a s e s ^ r e s e a r c h e r  had a ls o  ta k e n  on e x t r a  r o l e s ,  

c o n f id a n t ,  c o u n s e l lo r ,  r o le  m odel, h e a l th  v i s i t o r ,  d r iv e r .  The d anger of
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The p la n  to  have a seven -day  o b s e rv a tio n  p e r io d  was n o t alw ays f e a s ib l e  

fo r  n a tu r a l  and p e rs o n a l re a so n s  which co u ld  n o t be h e lp e d . The is s u e  o f 

s a f e ty  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  th e  end o f  a v iew ing  day, f o r  exam ple, p roved  to  

be a r i s k .  T h is  r i s k  was g r e a t e r  in  c e r t a i n  lo c a t io n s  th a n  in  o th e r s .  

T h is meant t h a t  o b s e rv a tio n  had to  be concluded  e a r l i e r  th a n  p lan n ed  in  

such c a s e s .  Sheer f a t ig u e  o r  f a i l i n g  h e a l th  meant t h a t  o b s e rv a tio n  was 

sk ipped  on c e r t a i n  days a s  in d ic a te d  in  th e  r e p o r t s . .  T h is d id  n o t seem 

to  im p a ir th e  f in d in g s  much becau se  a p a t t e r n  was e s ta b l i s h e d  w ith in  th e  

tim e t h a t  was a v a i la b le .

The o th e r  r i s k  which th e  r e s e a r c h e r  fa c e d  was t h a t  on th e  n o to r io u s  

ro a d s . The n a tu re  o f re sp o n s e s  from c e r t a in  in te rv ie w e e s  on p ro d u c tio n  

s id e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  to p  management l e v e l ,  w arran ted  s e v e ra l  jo u rn ey s  

to  th e  th r e e  c i t i e s ,  even beyond th e  a l l o t e d  tim e .

By d e s ig n , th e  s tu d y  had  to  be q u i t e  la b o r io u s .  T his has  been a g r e a t  

c h a lle n g e  f o r  a r e s e a r c h e r  to  ta k e  on, s in g le -h a n d e d ly .

About 150 X 90 m inute au d io  ta p e s  were r e q u ir e d .  T his o n ly  s u f f ic e d  a s  a 

r e s u l t  o f  p ru d e n t u se . A r e l i a b l e  ta p e  re c o rd in g  d e v ic e  (M arantz , p . 230) 

and two s tu rd y  o m n i-d ir e c t io n a l  m icrophones had to  be a c q u ire d  fo r  th e  

s tu d y . These p a r t i c u l a r  d e v ic e s  were chosen  f o r  th e  r e l i a b i l i t y  and

t h i s  invo lvem en t was t h a t  i t  co u ld  have removed a t t e n t i o n  from th e  

o b je c t  o f s tu d y . However, th e  ta p e  re c o rd in g  o f  th e  o b s e rv a tio n  e x e r c is e  

proved  to  be a u s e fu l  back  up s u p p o r t,  when s u b je c ts  had o th e rw ise  

engaged r e s e a r c h e r .  P r io r  c o n ta c t ,  when th e  v iew ing e x e rc is e  was b e in g  

a rra n g e d , a l s o  h e lp ed  to  b re a k  th e  ic e .  They a ffo rd e d  th e  g lim pse  of th e  

n a tu r a l  p a t t e r n s  to  be e x p e c te d .

'
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f i d e l i t y  of re p ro d u c tio n , th e  a b i l i t y  sound from d i f f e r e n t  so u rc e s  in to  

s e p a ra te  c h a n n e ls . T his p roved  to  be v e ry  u s e fu l  d u rin g  th e  a n a ly s i s .

An a u d io - ta p e  p la y e r  w ith  s im i la r  f a c i l i t i e s  was re q u ire d  f o r  p lay b ack  

fo r  t r a n s c r ib in g  and a n a ly s i s .

In  a d d i t io n ,  to  th e  c o s t  o f  th e s e  was th e  c o s t  o f t r a n s p o r ta t io n  and 

o th e r  in c id e n ta l  expenses -  th e  g o o d w ill acc o u n t.

Some o f  th e  v ie w in g  s u b j e c t s  h ad  dem anded p aym en t f o r  t h e i r  

p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  th e  e x e r c is e .  T h is  demand was n o t e n te r ta in e d .  The 

p o in t  o f th e  s tu d y , b e in g  an academ ic p u r s u i t  and n o t a governm ent 

sponso red  p r o je c t  as  th e  women assum ed, was made very  c l e a r .  However, in  

th e  c o u rse  o f o b s e rv a tio n  th e r e  w ere goodw ill g e s tu r e s  which a r e  

exp ec ted  c u l t u r a l l y  ( l i k e  c o n f e c t io n a r i e s  f o r  th e  c h i ld r e n ) .  O ften  t h i s  

was r e c ip r o c a l  to  th e  s u b je c t s '  h o s p i t a l i t y .  These were no more th a n  

would be exp ec ted  in  a norm al s o c ia l  r e l a t i o n s h ip .  They w ere n o t b r ib e s ,  

b u t  th e y  h e lp e d  d e v e lo p  a r a p p o r t  b e tw e e n  th e  s u b j e c t s  and  t h e  

r e s e a r c h e r .
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PART I

ENCODING AND SCHEDULING PRACTICES



THE STATE OF THE TELEVISION INDUSTRY IN NIGERIA

The d e s ig n  o f th e  study  n e c e s s i t a te d  an ex am in a tio n  in to  th e  s t r u c tu r e

I

of th e  t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t io n s  w ith  a view to  id e n t i f y in g  th e  fo rc e s  th a t  

d e te rm in e  th e  d issem in a ted  programmes. To t h i s  end, seven  o f th e  e ig h t  

s t a t i o n s ,  s e rv in g  th e  focus a re a  were exam ined. In  a d d i t io n ,  th e  c e n t r a l  

o p e ra t io n s  o f th e  n a t io n a l  netw ork were a l s o  exam ined e s p e c ia l ly  as  th e y  

a f f e c te d  th e  s t a t io n s ;  such  o p e ra t io n s  had more d i r e c t  in f lu e n c e  on 

th o se  s t a t i o n s  which belonged  to  th e  n e tw ork .

s
The aim o f th e  exam ination  was to  map o u t th e  s t r u c t u r a l  o r g a n is a t io n  o f 

th e  in d u s try  and id e n t i f y  th e  r e l a t io n s h ip s  w hich shape th e  programming 

o f th e  s t a t i o n s .  In  e s se n c e , th e  s tu d y  was in t e r e s t e d  in  th e  g u id in g  

p h i lo s o p h y ,  th e  o b j e c t i v e s ,  p o l i c i e s  and  th e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  th e  

im p lem en ta tio n  o f such . T h is  was to  f a c i l i t a t e  an u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  

programming o p tio n s  a v a i la b le  to  th e  a u d ie n c e .

The f in d in g s  re p o r te d  h e re in ,  s y n th e s iz e s  in fo rm a tio n  from  in te rv ie w s , 

o b s e rv a tio n s  and documented h i s to r y  o f th e  s t a t i o n .  W hile some o f th e  

in te rv ie w s  w ere schedu led , some were in fo rm a l c o n v e rs a t io n  stemming from 

u n s o l i c i t e d ;  impromptu; unguarded  comments from s t a t i o n  o f f i c i a l s .

These p roved  a u s e fu l  check , on th e  sch ed u le d  in te rv ie w s .  Very o f te n ,  [

th ey  w ere p o in te r s ,  to  th e  r e a l i t i e s ,  which th e  o f f i c i a l  p o s i t io n  would 

have co vered  up. In  some o th e r  c a s e s ,  such  in fo rm a tio n  

o b s e rv a tio n s ;  in d ic a t in g  th e  ’no rm alcy ' o f an o b served  in c id e n t .  Most 

im p o r ta n t ly ,  th e  impromptu rem arks, h e lp e d  to  make se n se  o f th e  s tu n te d  

t r u t h s  from some t i g h t - l i p p e d ,  h ig h ly  p la c e d  o f f i c i a l s .

I t  i s  n e c e ss a ry  to  e x p la in  why th e  s tu d y  fo cu s  a re a  i s  s e rv e d  by e ig h t  

s t a t i o n s ,  a s  such  a s i t u a t i o n  i s  an e x c e p tio n , r a th e r  th a n  a r u le  in
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COVERAGE AREA: NT A has about fifty-one (51) transmitters spread all over 
Twenty one States of the Federation and the Federal Capital Territory of Ab 
By this network of transmitters, the Authority is able to cover about 90% of 
population (104 million — 1989 projection) and about 75% of the landn 
(^25,000 sq km).

MAP OF NIGERIA SHOWING N .T A .TX STATIONS AND PRIMARY 
AND SECONDARY COVERAGE AREAS.
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N ig e r ia .  Most p la c e s  la c k  such a p l u r a l i s t i c  s e rv ic e ,  th e  p e c u l i a r i t y  

o f th e  s i t u a t i o n ,  c o n t r ib u te d  in  making th e  a re a  a t t r a c t i v e  fo r  th e  

pu rpose  o f th e  s tu d y .

The s e t t le m e n t  p a t t e r n  in  th e  so u th  w este rn  a re a s  of N ig e r ia  i s  such 

t h a t  th e r e  i s  c lo s e  c l u s t e r in g  o f s e t t le m e n ts .  The r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  i s  

t h a t  a h ig h  p o p u la tio n  d e n s i ty  e x i s t s  on r e l a t i v e l y  sm all a re a  o f  la n d . 

T h is a re a  c o n s t i tu te d  one o f th e  th r e e  re g io n s  in  th e  o r ig i n a l  co n cep t 

o f N ig e r ia .  Even when s t a t e s  were c r e a te d  f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e  in  th e  

R ep u b lic  o f N ig e r ia , th e  a re a  rem ained  la rg e ly  u n a f fe c te d .  The re g io n  

m erely  became a s t a t e ,  lo s in g  on ly  a re a s  th a t  were on th e  f r in g e  (raid- 

w est) .

I t  had e s ta b l i s h e d  and was se rv e d  th e n  by i t s  own s t a t i o n .  I t  i s  on 

re c o rd  t h a t  t h i s  s t a t i o n  was th e  f i r s t  r e g io n a l  a tte m p t a t  b ro a d c a s t in g  

and i t  was th e  f i r s t  a tte m p t a t  TV b ro a d c a s tin g  in  A f r ic a .  To e n su re  

e f f e c t iv e  co verage  t r a n s m i t t e r s  were s t r a t e g i c a l l y  lo c a te d ,  some to  

b o o s t,  and some to  ex ten d  th e  span t h a t  was covered . T h is meant t h a t  th e  

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  and th e  a u d ien ce  was a lre a d y  in  p la c e  when th e  F e d e ra l 

governm ent d ec id ed  to  e s t a b l i s h  i t s  n a t io n a l  TV netw ork, ta k in g  ov er th e  

r e g io n a l  e s ta b l is h m e n ts .

With th e  c r e a t io n  o f more s t a t e s ,  th e re  were th re e  s t a t e s  ca rv e d  o u t o f 

th e  w es t. The TV s t a t i o n ,  a lo n g  w ith  o th e r  a s s e t s ,  was s h a re d . S t a f f ,  

a s  w ith  t r a n s m i t t e r s  and o th e r  te c h n ic a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  w ere in h e r i t e d  by 

th e  new s t a t e s .  The ch o ic e  was la rg e ly  p a ro c h ia l  and m ercenary  -  s t a f f  

went to  a re a s  which h e ld  th e  b e s t  p rom ise  fo r  them. O ften  t h a t  meant 

t h e i r  s t a t e  o f o r ig in  w here th e y  co u ld  la y  c la im  to  b e in g  in d ig e n e s  

'so n s  o f th e  s o i l ' .  Such a c la im  encouraged  a s s e r t iv e n e s s ,  i f  n o t pow er.
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what i s  o f re le v a n c e  h e re  i s  t h a t  th e  s in g le  s t a t i o n  had m u l t ip l ie d  in to  

th r e e .  T here was f u r th e r  m u l t ip l ic a t io n  o f s t a t io n s  w ith  th e  r e tu r n  to  

c i v i l i a n  p o l i t i c s .  The p o l i t i c i a n s  were d e te rm in ed  to  have an o u t l e t ,  a 

v o ic e  u nder t h e i r  d i r e c t  c o n t ro l .  T h e re fo re , by 1978 th r e e  s t a t e s  

c r e a te d  o u t s t a t e s  o f th e  form er re g io n  W estern N ig e r ia ,  b la z e d  th e  

t r a i l  in  th e  a c t io n ,  and e s ta b l i s h e d  t h e i r  own s t a t i o n s .  Each o f th e se  

s t a t e s  th u s  had two s t a t i o n s  c r e a te d  w ith  th e  p ro c la im ed  aim o f se rv in g  

i t s  i n t e r e s t s .

The n a tu re  of b ro a d c a s tin g  i s  such t h a t  i t s  d is s e m in a tio n  cannot be 

c u r t a i l e d  by g e o g ra p h ic a l b o rd e rs  o r  to  some e x te n t  i n t e n t io n s .  This i s  

why, w ith  th e  s t a t e s  e x i s t in g  in  c lo s e  p ro x im ity  o f each  o th e r ,  th e  

s ig n a l s  o r ig in a t in g  from and meant f o r  one, cou ld  n o t be e x c lu s iv e  o f 

th e  o th e r s .

C e r ta in  lo c a t io n s ,  l i k e  th e  focus a re a ,  a r e  th u s  p r iv i le g e d ,  te c h n ic a l ly  

to  r e c e iv e  s ig n a ls  from more s t a t i o n s .

M eanwhile, th e  v a r ia b le  n a tu re  o f th e  te ch n o lo g y  has meant th a t  o th e r  

f a c to r s  h in d e r  th e  r e c e p t io n  o f th e  r e c e iv a b le  s ig n a l s .  The t e r r a i n  o f 

th e  lo c a t io n ,  th e  q u a l i ty  o f th e  r e c e iv e r  s e t ,  th e  e f f e c t iv e n e s s  o f th e  

a e r i a l ,  th e  p o s i t io n in g  o f th e  TV s e t  can  a l l  h in d e r  c l e a r  r e c e p t io n .

These a re  some of th e  th e  o th e r  f a c t o r s  beyond th e  s t a t i o n 's  c o n tro l  

t h a t  a f f e c t  th e  c l a r i t y  o f r e c e p t io n .  But th e  s t a t i o n s  sometimes 

c o n t r ib u te  to  th e  p red ic am en t. U su a lly  i t  i s  a r e s u l t  o f th e  s t a t e  o f 

t h e i r  te ch n o lo g y .
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what t h i s  means i s  th a t  i t  i s  p o s s ib le  to  have homes w ith in  th e  same 

l o c a l i t y ,  even s e t s  w ith in  th e  same h o m e /b u ild in g  w hich a r e  excluded  

from th e  r e c e iv a b le  TV c h a n n e ls . T h is  was th e  s i t u a t i o n  in  w hich th e  

s tu d y  was cond u c ted .

S o c ia l  C o n tex t o f T e le v is io n  in  N ig e r ia

The c o n te n tio n s  over th e  r e s u l t s  o f th e  v a r io u s  a tte m p t a t  a  n a t io n a l  

cen su s  n o tw ith s ta n d in g , N ig e r ia  i s  acknowledged as  a most popu lous and 

most d iv e r s e  n a t io n .  The p o p u la tio n  o f N ig e r ia  has been  e s tim a te d  a t  

b e in g  o v er 100 m ill io n  p e o p le .

I t  was e s tim a te d  th a t  t h e i r  w ere abou t f iv e  m i l l io n  TV s e t s  in  N ig e r ia  

around 1983/4 w ith  more th a n  s ix  p eo p le  to  a s e t .  For t h i s  an annual 

grow th r a t e  o f 9 .10  p e r c e n t had a ls o  been e s tim a te d  (RBNL Survey 1983/4 

q uo ted  in  NTA N a tio n a l R ate  Card e f f e c t iv e  1 .7 .9 0 ) .  The e s t im a te  i s  

th a t  w hich th e  NTA s t i l l  u sed  in  fo r  i t s  a d v e r t i s e r s  a t  th e  tim e  o f th e  

s tu d y .

There a r e  no le s s  th an  250 e th n ic  g roups and languages in  N ig e r ia .  Of 

th e s e ,  th r e e  a re  re c o g n ise d  a s  b e in g  m ajor o r  dom inant. T h is  i s  based  on 

t h e i r  s i z e  and sp read  o f t h e i r  in f lu e n c e .  W ith in  each  o f th e s e ,  th e r e  

a re  such  r a d ic a l  v a r ia t io n s  o f d i a l e c t  which make th e  la n g u ag es l e s s  

homogeneous. At tim e s , i t  i s  p o s s ib le  to  have such v a r i a t i o n s  of d i a l e c t  

w h ich  a r e  in c o m p r e h e n s ib le  to  o t h e r s  who n o rm a l ly  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  

la n g u a g e .

P r io r  to  c o lo n is a t io n ,  th e  a re a  now known as  N ig e r ia  was made up of 

v a r io u s  n a t io n  s t a t e s ,  some o f th e s e  in  expanding had annexed th e  

t e r r i t o r i e s  o f  o t h e r s .  H ence a t  t h e  tim e  o f  c o l o n i s a t i o n  and
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su b se q u e n tly  independence, th e re  were th r e e  dom inant e th n ic  g ro u p s . 

T i l l  d a t e ,  t h e  g h o s t s  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  p r i d e  o f  th o s e  h i t h e r t o  

in d ep en d en t n a t io n  s t a t e s ,  a r e  s t i l l  h a u n tin g  th e  n a t io n .  The dom inance 

of c e r t a i n  e th n ic  g ro u p s, and t h e i r  language rem ains a grim  rem in d er o f 

th e  p r e - c o lo n ia l  s u b ju g a t io n s .  M any-a-group want to  b re a k  away from 

t h i s .  They th e r e f o r e  p r e f e r  to  use  t h e i r  own la n g u a g e s , o r  even 

E n g lish , r a th e r  th a n  u se  th e  language o f  th e  dom ineering  g roup .

I f
At th e  in c e p t io n  o f th e  s tu d y , th e  number o f s t a t e s  in  N ig e r ia  had j u s t  

r i s e n  from 19 to  21 . P re s e n t ly  th e  number o f  e x i s t in g  s t a t e s  has r i s e n  

to  30 and th e r e  a re  y e t  many u n s a t i s f i e d  demands. No group w ants to  be 

t r e a t e d  a s  m in o r ity ,  n o r do th e y  want to  be m a rg in a lis e d  o r  dom inated ;

each  one w ants to  a s s e r t  i t s e l f .
''iï

T his i s  th e  backdrop  a g a in s t  which any e f f o r t s  to  s a t i s f y  any g e n e ra l 

i n t e r e s t  must be exam ined. In  f a c t ,  th e  d i s t r u s t  and je a lo u s y  i s  such  

th a t  E n g lis h , b e in g  n e u t r a l ,  i s  s t i l l  th e  a c c e p ta b le  o f f i c i a l  lan g u ag e .

None o f th e  numerous lan g u ag es was to  be adopted  a s  t h a t  was to  be 

p e r c e iv e d  a s  an  ack n o w led g em en t o f th e  su p rem acy  o f  t h a t  g ro u p .

T h e re fo re , even in  th e  House o f Assembly d u rin g  th e  second  r e p u b l ic ,

E n g lish  and th e  th r e e  acknow ledged m ajor languages -  H ausa, Ibo  and 

Yoruba, were re c o g n ise d  languages o f com m unication.

One o f th e  im p lic a t io n s  o f t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  i s  t h a t  f o r  lo n g  th e  m a jo r i ty  

o f th e  p o p u la c e , who a re  la r g e ly  i l l i t e r a t e ,  a t  l e a s t  in  E n g lish , a re  

l e f t  o u t o f p u b lic  d is c u s s io n s  (which w ere n e c e s s a r i ly  conducted  in  

E n g l is h ) .
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As U gboajah (1980) n o te d :

' in  t r y in g  to  b r id g e  th e  gap i n  knowledge th ro u g h  th e  
com m unication o f developm ent i s s u e s ,  N ig e r ia n  mass media have 
r e s o r te d  to  an in c re a s in g  u se  o f  lo c a l  la n g u a g e s '

By t h e i r  v e ry  n a t u r e ;  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e y  t r a n s c e n d  b a r r i e r s  o f  

i l l i t e r a c y  a s  w e ll a s  p h y s ic a l  sp a c e ; d i f f i c u l t  t e r r a i n s  and h a rd ly  

m o to rab le  ro a d s  le a d in g  to  th e  h in t e r l a n d ,  th e  b ro a d c a s t media were 

found b e t t e r  s u i te d  to  th e  ta s k  of dev elo p m en ta l com m unication. The 

a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f th e  l e g i s l a t i o n  which e s ta b l i s h e d  th e  v a r io u s  s t a t i o n s  

(NTA fo r  in s ta n c e )  c l e a r ly  s a d d le s  them w ith  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  

g iv in g  ad eq u a te  e x p re s s io n  to  th e  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s ,  and in t e g r a t i n g  th e  

v a r io u s  p a r t s  o f th e  w hole.

A lready , t h e r e - in  l i e s  a c h a l le n g e  to  t e l e v i s i o n  s e rv ic e  t h a t  i s  bound 

to  shape and d e te rm in e  i t s  o u tp u t .  T e le v is io n  was to  a tte m p t to  ta c k le  a 

problem  w hich had s in c e  d e f in e d  s o lu t io n ;  i t  was, n e c e s s a r i ly  to  im pose 

compromises which had n o t been  w i l l in g ly  a c c e p ta b le  in  p o l i t i c s  in to  i t s  

o rg a n is a t io n  and program m ing.

T his problem  becomes g la r in g  and compounded a s  th e  h i s to r y  of t e l e v i s i o n  

in  N ig e r ia  i s  t r a c e d .

B r ie f  H is to ry  o f  T e le v is io n  in  N ig e r ia

T e le v is io n  s e r v ic e  was f i r s t  in tro d u c e d  in to  N ig e r ia  in  1959 

by th e  r e g io n a l  governm ent in  c o n t ro l  o f W estern N ig e r ia .  I r r e s p e c t iv e  

of th e  n o b le  and la u d a b le  re a so n s  w hich w ere g iv e n , i t  i s  u n q u es tio n ed  

common know ledge th a t  th e r e  were u n d e r ly in g  in te n t io n s  which w ere 

p o l i t i c a l  and s e l f  s e rv in g .  Having been  snubbed and d en ied  a c c e ss  a t  th e  

f e d e ra l  c o n t r o l le d  r a d io  s t a t i o n ,  th e  le a d e r  o f o p p o s it io n , who h im se lf
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was from th e  w est, and whose p a r ty  was th e n  in  c o n t ro l  a t  th e  W estern 

re g io n , was g a lv a n ise d /e n c o u ra g e d  to  e s t a b l i s h  a s t a t i o n  on which h i s  

p a r ty  would have a b s o lu te  c o n t r o l . These re g io n s  had c e r t a i n  d eg ree s  o f 

p o l i t i c a l  autonomy a t  th e  tim e .

The s t a t i o n .  W estern N ig e r ia  T e le v is io n  S e rv ic e  (WNTS) was e s ta b l i s h e d  

in  1959. I t  was th e  f i r s t  in  B lack A f r ic a ,  second on ly  to  t h a t  in  C a iro , 

N ig e r ia  was th u s  e a r ly  in  i t s  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f th e  novel te ch n o lo g y  in  th e  

f i e l d  of com m unication, a s  t e l e v i s i o n  had on ly  been in  th e  m arket f o r  

about 20 y e a rs  p r io r  to  t h i s .  BBC t e l e v i s i o n  s e r v ic e  had been in tro d u c e d  

in  1936, w h i ls t  1948 i s  c o n s id e re d  by many to  be t e l e v i s i o n 's  f i r s t  y e a r  

a s  a m ajor mass medium in  th e  U .S.A. I t  was in d eed  in  th e  f i f t i e s ,  

though, t h a t  t e l e v i s i o n  became a mass consumed r a th e r  th a n  'a  lu x u ry  

ite m ' f o r  few.

W estern N ig e r ia  b la z e d  th e  t r a i l ;  th e  o th e r  re g io n s  w ere n o t to  be l e f t  

o u t .  W ith in  th r e e  y e a rs , each  re g io n  had i t s  autonomous s t a t i o n s .  

E a s te rn  N ig e r ia  T e le v is io n  S e rv ic e  (ENTS) was e s ta b l i s h e d  in  1960. The 

s t a t i o n  w hich se rv e d  N o rth ern  N ig e r ia ,  known a s  Radio-Kaduna T e le v is io n ,  

was e s ta b l i s h e d  in  1962 a s  an arm o f i t s  r a d io  b ro a d c a s t in g  company -  

B ro a d c a s tin g  Company o f N o rth e rn  N ig e r ia  -  BCNN.

The monopoly o f th e  f e d e r a l  r a d io  had been  e f f e c t i v e l y  b ro k en . Each o f 

th e  above s t a t i o n s  s e t  o u t to  s e rv e  th e  re g io n a l  i n t e r e s t s . T his was 

t h e i r  param ount i n t e r e s t  a lth o u g h  th e y  a l s o  c la im ed  to  s e rv e  th e  w ider 

n a t io n a l  i n t e r e s t .  Even i f  t h i s  was so , th e  d i f f e r i n g  v is io n s  which each  

had fo r  th e  new e n t i t y  -  N ig e r ia  must have a f f e c te d  th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

o f p u b lic  i n t e r e s t .  The r o le  t h a t  was p la y e d  in  th e  c irc u m s ta n c e s  t h a t  

le d  to  th e  c i v i l  war and even th e  cond u c t d u rin g  th e  war i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s
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p o in t .  The invo lvem ent, i n t e n s i t y  and d i r e c t i o n  o f  th e  war cam paign 

d i f f e r e d  among th e  re g io n s .

The f e d e r a l  governm ent was th e  l a s t  to  e s t a b l i s h  i t s  own t e l e v i s i o n  

s t a t i o n .  H ith e r to  th e  aud ien ce  in  th e  f e d e r a l  c a p i t a l  -  Lagos -  was 

se rv e d  by WNTY. Lagos was s i t u a t e d  in  c lo s e  p ro x im ity  to  th e  w es t. The 

need to  e s t a b l i s h  a f e d e ra l  t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n ,  to  complement th e  

re g io n a l  s e r v ic e s ,  and th e  f e d e ra l  r a d io  b ro a d c a s t in g  s e r v ic e  was 

p r e d ic a te d  on th e  p e rc e iv e d  s p e c ia l i s e d  needs o f th e  Lagos a u d ien ce ; 

L agos b e in g  th e  co m m e rc ia l n e rv e  c e n t r e  and  th e  s e a t  o f  f e d e r a l  

governm ent.

The s i n c e r i t y  o f t h i s  c la im  can n o t be vouched f o r ,  even when i t  was u sed  

a g a in  in  l a t e r  y e a r s .  T his tim e , th e  c irc u m sta n c e s  made i t  more g la r in g  

th a t  c o n t ro l  o f th e  a irw aves was p e rc e iv e d  a s  power, and t h a t  was r e a l l y  

th e  d r iv in g  m o tiv a tio n ; g r e a t e r  th a n  any au d ien ce  i n t e r e s t .

I
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E a rly  Days

The Lagos s t a t i o n  - NBC TV had th e  l e a s t  re a c h  in  co v e ra g e . Each o f  th e  

o th e r  s t a t i o n s  by d e s ig n , was meant to  s e rv e  much w id e r a r e a s .  I t  

ap p ea rs  t h a t  WNTV had th e  w id e s t co v e ra g e . The la n d  mass o ccu p ied  by th e  

N o rth ern  re g io n  was a h in d ra n c e  in  a c h ie v in g  th e  s o r t  o f p e n e t r a t io n  

t h a t  WNTV had w ith  th e  TV s e r v ic e .  Both s t a t i o n s  had  s t ro n g  and f a r -  

re a c h in g  r a d io  s e r v ic e s .

A nother p o in t  which c o n tr ib u te d  to  t h a t  was th e  le v e l  o f developm ent a t  

th e  tim e . The urban  p o p u la tio n  was n o t a s  dense  a t  th e  tim e : a n c i l l a r y  

s e r v ic e s  f o r  t e l e v i s io n  r e c e p t io n  w ere n o t w idely  in  p la c e ;  th e r e  was 

n o t a s  y e t an a p p re c ia t io n  o f th e  medium no r was th e r e  th e  s u rp lu s
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w ealth  to  be expended on s e t s .  Radio was th e n  th e  fa s h io n ; th e  d e s i r e  o f 

many. I t  was th u s  n o t imminent th e n  to  expand th e  s e r v ic e  beyond th e  

s t r a t e g i c  u rban  c e n t r e s ,  u n t i l  th o se  p roblem s were ta c k le d .

The s o lu t io n  was to  e s t a b l i s h  communal t e l e v i s i o n  v iew ing  c e n t r e s  in  th e  

r u r a l  a r e a s ,  which would th e n  j u s t i f y  th e  expansion  o f th e  s e r v ic e  to  

cover such  a r e a s .

Of th e  th r e e  re g io n a l  s t a t i o n s ,  th e  West had th e  e n v ia b le  p r iv i le g e d  

p o s i t io n ;  o f b e in g  f i r s t ;  of s e rv in g  th o s e  a t  th e  helm o f a f f a i r s ,  a s  

w e ll a s  th e  p e c u l ia r  Lagos a u d ien ce . A ll th e se  i t  d id ,  a lo n g  w ith  

s e rv in g  i t s  r u r a l  a u d ien ce . The p r iv i l e g e  was to  be seen  in  b o th  

p o l i t i c a l  and economic te rm s -  econom ic in  th e  sen se  t h a t  a d v e r t i s in g  

revenue was a t t r a c t e d  from Lagos; p o l i t i c a l  in  t h a t  i t  s e rv e d  th e  

i n f l u e n t i a l  e l i t e s .  For some of th e  W estern a u d ien ce , th e y  had th e  

p r iv i l e g e  o f a p lu r a l  s e r v ic e  from v e ry  e a r ly  on in  t h e i r  h i s to r y  o f TV 

re c e p t io n .  They were se rv e d  by b o th  WNTV and NBC TV, and so  th ey  had a 

c h o ic e .

The same can n o t be s a id  o f  most o th e r  p a r t s  of th e  c o u n try  who, even 

though t h e i r  r e g io n / s t a t e s  had TV s t a t i o n s ,  were too  rem ote  to  be se rv e d  

by them. In  some c a s e s ,  th e  rem oteness was n o t j u s t  p h y s ic a l ,  i t  was a 

m a tte r  a l s o  o f d is ta n c e  in  c u l t u r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  a s  in  th e  c a se  o f th e  

e th n ic  m in o r i t i e s  who f e l t  m a rg in a lis e d  by th e  m ainstream  p o l i t i c s .

L i t t l e  wonder th e n , t h a t  th e  f i r s t  a d d i t io n a l  s t a t i o n s  to  be  e s ta b l i s h e d  

fo llo w in g  th e  i n i t i a l  c r e a t io n  of s t a t e s  ( th e  o n se t of th e  12 s t a t e  

s t r u c tu r e )  were by th e  two 'm in o r i ty ' s t a t e s  -  Midwest T e le v is io n  (MTV) 

and B en u e-P la teau  T e le v is io n  (bptv ) . The s t a t i o n s  were e s ta b l i s h e d  in

27



1973 and 1974 r e s p e c t iv e ly .  BPTV was th e  f i r s t  c o lo u r  t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n  

in  N ig e r ia .  What i s  most s t r i k i n g  h e re  i s  th e  urgency w ith  which th e  

e s ta b l is h m e n t of t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n s  in  N ig e r ia  was t r e a te d  by th e  young 

s t a t e s .  I t  can  th u s  be deduced th a t  i t  was a m a tte r  t h a t  was h ig h  on th e  

p o l i t i c a l  agenda.

There w ere o th e r  endeavours tow ards e s t a b l i s h in g  TV s t a t i o n s .  The new 

s t a t e s  ca rv e d  o u t o f th e  fo rm er N o rth e rn  Region, fo r  exam ple, w hich, 

because  o f  t h e i r  p ro x im ity  from Kaduna, th e  form er r e g io n a l  c e n t r e ,  had 

n o t h i t h e r to  b e n e f i te d  from th e  TV s e r v ic e  had made moves to  e s t a b l i s h  

t h e i r  own s t a t e  s t a t i o n s .

Kano and Kwara s t a t e ,  f o r  in s ta n c e ,  had o rd e re d  t h e i r  equipm ent and had 

v i r t u a l l y  a l l  b u t s e t  up t h e i r  s t a t i o n s  when ev en ts  o v e rto o k  them.

P ro p a g a tio n  o f  S e rv ic e

I t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  t e l e v i s i o n  b r o a d c a s t in g  h a s  grow n 

trem en d o u sly . Two p rim ary  f a c t o r s  can  be id e n t i f i e d  a s  ac c o u n tin g  f o r  

t h i s  and b o th  have r o o ts  in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  d i r e c t io n  o f th e  c o u n try .

The e s ta b lis h m e n t o f th e  N ig e r ia n  T e le v is io n  A u th o rity  (NTA) in  1976 

must be i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a c a t a l y s t  fo r  g row th . The NTA was e s ta b l i s h e d  by 

a f e d e r a l  governm ent d e c re e  in  May 1977 b u t th e  d ecree  to o k  e f f e c t  from 

A p ril 1976.

In  th e  f i r s t  in s ta n c e ,  NTA to o k  over th e  10 e x i s t in g  t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n s  

under th e  u m b re lla  of th e  n a t io n a l  a u th o r i ty .  Each o f th o s e  s t a t i o n s  

were no lo n g e r  autonom ous. The s t a t e s  had  l o s t  c o n tro l  o f t h e i r  o u t l e t s .  

T hose s t a t e s  w hich  h ad  n o t  had  s t a t i o n s  h i t h e r t o ,  h a d  s t a t i o n s
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e s ta b l i s h e d  f o r  them. There was to  be a  t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n  in  each  o f 

th e  19 s t a t e  c a p i t a l s .  A ll th e  s t a t i o n s  w ere to  assume a common id e n t i t y

-  on ly  d i s t in g u is h e d  by t h e i r  lo c a t io n s .

Thus, NBC TV became NTV-Lagos, RK TV became NTV-Kaduna, WNTV became NTV

-  Ibadan  and so  on.

The r a t i o n a l e  w h ich  sh a p e d  th e  id e a  f o r  th e  n a t i o n a l  t e l e v i s i o n  

a u th o r i ty  was th e  p o l i t i c a l  d i r e c t io n  t h a t  th e  n a t io n  chose to  p u rsu e . A 

fe d e ra l is m , l i k e  t h a t  which N ig e r ia  chose to  o p e ra te  r e q u ir e d  (more) 

s t r e n g th  a t  th e  c e n t r e  and an in t e g r a t i o n  o f th e  (w eaker) f r in g e s .  T h is  

meant th e  s t a t e s  had to  be d is p o s s e s s e d  o f th e  power w hich th e y  had 

b u i l t  up in  th e  u n s ta b le  y e a rs  o f n a t io n a l  in fa n c y . W ith th e  c i v i l  war 

b eh in d , th e  governm ent had th e  ta s k  o f c o n s o l id a t io n  and n a t io n  b u i ld in g  

a h e a d .

A ll o f th e s e  were t r a n s l a t e d  in to  d i r e c t i v e s  which became th e  p o lic y  f o r  

th e  NTA. In d eed , th e y  e v e n tu a lly  d e te rm in ed  th e  o b je c t iv e s ,  and th e  day - 

to -d a y  o p e ra t io n s  o f th e  NTA.

The o th e r  way in  w hich th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t o f th e  NTA a f f e c te d  grow th o f 

th e  t e l e v i s i o n  in d u s try  i s  l e s s  d i r e c t  b u t  no le s s  p e r t i n e n t .  I t  was n o t 

im m ediate ly  a p p a re n t and in  f a c t  d id  n o t m a n ife s t i t s e l f  u n t i l  a few 

y e a rs  a f t e r  th e  in c e p tio n  o f th e  a u th o r i ty ,  when th e  m i l i t a r y  to o k  t h e i r  

le a v e  o f  governm ent and handed ov er power to  th e  c i v i l i a n s .

The NTA, w ith  i t s  c e n t r a l i s e d  powers had no r e a l  problem s w ith  c la s h  o f 

i n t e r e s t ,  o r  o f w i l l s  d u r in g  th e  m i l i t a r y  regim e in  w hich i t  was 

e s ta b l i s h e d .  The m i l i t a r y  had a u n i t a r y  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  which l e f t

29



no room f o r  r i v a l r y .  There was no u rg e n t need f e l t  in  th e  s t a t e s  to  

v o ic e  v iew s t h a t  were opposing  th o se  from th e  c e n t r e .  At b e s t  th e n  

r i v a l r y  was b ased  on th e  p r o je c t io n  o f t h e i r  image, and t h e i r  a b i l i t y  to

s ta k e  a c la im  to  a sh a re  o f th e  'n a t i o n a l  c a k e ' .

T h is was no lo n g e r  to  be th e  c a se  w ith  th e  r e tu r n  to  c i v i l i a n  p o l i t i c s  

in  1979. H is to ry  re p e a te d  i t s e l f  a s  th e  p a r t i e s  o th e r  th a n  t h a t  in  power 

a t  th e  c e n t r e  ( th e  f e d e r a l  l e v e l ) ,  f e l t  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  w ere n o t b e in g  

p ro p e r ly  se rv e d  by th e  f e d e r a l ly - c o n t r o l l e d  NTA. The o th e r  p o l i t i c i a n s  

p e rc e iv e d  a d i r e  need f o r  o u t l e t s  f o r  t h e i r  own v iew s. I t  was more o r

le s s  a r e p e t i t i o n  o f th e  tr e n d  th a t  had le d  to  th e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f t h i s

medium in  1959 and th e  e a r ly  s i x t i e s .

A f te r  p r o t r a c te d  le g a l  d is p u te s ,  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v is io n  f o r  th e  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  TV s t a t i o n s  was i n t e r p r e t e d  in  s u c h  a way t h a t  

p e rm itte d  th e  s t a t e s  to  s e t  up t h e i r  own s t a t i o n s .  The (now d iv id e d )  

W estern s t a t e s  now had le g a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  back ing  f o r  t h e i r  s t a t i o n s .  

Each o f th e  fo u r  s t a t e s  w hich had been ca rv ed  o u t o f th e  fo rm er W estern 

s t a t e  e s ta b l i s h e d  a t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n  -  Lagos T e le v is io n ,  Ogun S ta te  

T e le v is io n ,  T e le v is io n  S e rv ic e  of Oyo S ta te  and, l a t e r ,  Ondo S ta te  

R a d io -V is io n  C o rp o ra tio n .

The s t a t i o n s  were e s ta b l i s h e d  am idst a l o t  o f ra n c o u r and b i t t e r n e s s .  

The p o l i t i c s  w hich c h a r a c te r i s e d  th e  f i r s t  r e p u b lic  and f u e l l e d  th e  

e s ta b l is h m e n t and ru n n in g  o f th e  e a r ly  s t a t i o n s  was s t i l l  in  e x is te n c e .  

The aw areness o f  th e  t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n s  as  an im p o rta n t to o l  o f 

governance had become so p re v a le n t  t h a t  no governm ent a tte m p te d  to  

fu n c tio n  w ith o u t i t .  As M ytton n o te s  (1983, p . 117)
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' J u s t  a s  th e  p re s s  gave A fr ic a n  n a t io n a lis m  i t s  p rim ary  means 
o f d is s e m in a tio n , so  to d ay  a lo n g  w ith  r a d io  and t e l e v i s i o n  i t  
g iv e s  p o l i t i c i a n s  t h e i r  prim e means o f re a c h in g  n a t io n a l  
au d ie n c e s  and o f a t te m p tin g  to  s e c u re  a  n a t io n a l  f o l lo w in g . '

I t  must be n o te d  th a t  a s  a m a tte r  o f p o l ic y  each  of th e  s t a t e s  a l s o  had 

an NTA s t a t i o n ,  e n su rin g  th e  p re sen ce  o f  th e  f e d e r a l  governm ent i s  n o t 

s la c k ,

Lagos: The Test Ground
Lagos had a 'p e c u l i a r '  s i t u a t i o n .  I t  was th e  b a t t le -g ro u n d  f o r  th e  le g a l  

t u s s l e .  The NTA, in  o p p o s itio n  to  th e  a t te m p ts  o f  th e  s t a t e  g o v ern m en t's  

e f f o r t s ,  had e s ta b l i s h e d  r a t h e r  h u r r ie d ly  a s t a t i o n  to  c h a l le n g e  th e  

LTV. In  f a c t ,  th e  s t a t i o n  was more o r  l e s s  an a f t e r  th o u g h t, a s  th e  

o p e ra t io n  had begun w ith  tra n s m is s io n  o f s ig n a ls  on th e  same freq u en cy  

as LTV, to  b lo c k  o u t i t s  m essages.

The le g a l  d e c is io n  approved th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t o f LTV. Both s t a t i o n s  had 

come to  s ta y ,  b u t LTV was r e lo c a te d  to  Channel 8, w h i ls t  NTA-2 r e ta in e d  

th e  d is p u te d  Channel 5. The o f f i c i a l  r a t i o n a l  fo r  NTA-2 was a r e p e t i t i o n  

of t h a t  which had been g iv en  a t  th e  in c e p t io n  of NBC TV now NTA Lagos on 

Channel 10. Channel 5 was to  s e rv e  th e  p e c u l ia r  co sm o p o litan  i n t e r e s t s  

in  Lagos, s e e in g  as  i t  was a com m ercial c e n t r e ,  and a l s o  h o s t-to w n  f o r  

th e  f o r e ig n  m iss io n s , a s  w e ll a s  th e  w id e ly  t r a v e l l e d  N ig e r ia n s .  To d a te  

NTA-2 i s  th e  on ly  s t a t i o n  co n ce iv ed  a s  a s t a t i o n  p red o m in an tly  f o r  

tr a n s m is s io n .  I t  sh a re s  th e  p rem ises  o f  th e  Channel 10. I t s  programmes 

a re  b a s i c a l l y  fo re ig n  in  o r i e n t a t i o n .

The Reach Out Station: NTA 2, Channel 5
NTA-2 C hannel 5 i s  th e  t h i r d  Lagos o r ie n te d  (and based) NTA s t a t i o n .  I t  

i s  th e  m ost com m ercial of a l l  th e  NTA s t a t i o n s .  While o th e r  s t a t i o n s  a re
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ex p ec ted  to  programme on a r a t i o  o f 60 p e r  c e n t lo c a l  p ro d u c tio n s  : 40 p e r  

c e n t fo r e ig n ,  NTA-2 i s  a llow ed  to  do th e  r e v e r s e .  The heavy em phasis on 

fo re ig n  programmes i s  due to  th e  a n t i c ip a t io n  o f au d ien ce  w an ts . T h is 

p a r t i c u l a r  s t a t i o n  has alw ays had an e n te r ta in m e n t o r i e n t a t i o n  w ith  

p ro g ram m in g  b e in g  h e a v i ly  in  f a v o u r  o f s i t - c o m s , m u s ic a l  v id e o s ,  

melodramas and f e a tu r e  f i lm s .  I t  i s  n o te d  f o r  th e  American programmes.

What i s  n o t m entioned in  th e  above i s  how such programming was a r r iv e d  

a t .  What o f f i c i a l l y  i s  n o t a d m itte d  b u t  i s  th e  acknow ledged t r u t h  i s  

t h a t  th e  s t a t i o n 's  e x is te n c e  had been an a c c id e n t which may n o t have 

o c c u rre d  had th e re  n o t been a b a t t l e  f o r  suprem acy on th e  a irw av e s . I t  

has s in c e  been  shaped by o th e r  e v e n ts .  The economic dilemma which had 

fo rc e d  a r e th in k in g  o f b ro a d c a s t in g  o r i e n t a t i o n  sp u rre d  th e  com m ercial 

exp erim en t a t  which NTA-2 has  been most s u c c e s s fu l  of a l l .  The m istak e  

had come to  s ta y .

F or th e  M asses -  NTA 7

The o th e r  Lagos based  NTA s t a t i o n  w hich was r e f e r r e d  to  can  (a lso )  be 

d e s c r ib e d  a s  a b e t t e r  p lan n ed  a f t e r - t h o u g h t . In  th e  e v e n t t h a t  LTV had 

come to  s ta y  and was re a c h in g  o u t to  th e  in d ig en o u s  Lagos s t a t e  aud ien ce  

(a lo n g  w ith  th e  e l i t e s  and fo r e ig n e r s )  th e  NTA found t h a t  i t  la ck ed  a 

s t a t i o n  to  s e rv e  t h a t  c a te g o ry  o f p e o p le . NTA Ik e ja  was th u s  e s ta b l i s h e d  

on Channel 7 to  s e rv e  th e  in d ig en o u s  au d ien ce  of Lagos s t a t e .  I t  was th e  

e q u iv a le n t  o f th e  o th e r  p ro d u c tio n  c e n t r e s  in  th e  s t a t e s  which had 

e a r l i e r  n o t been m issed , b ecau se  Lagos was th e  d u a l c a p i t a l  o f th e  

n a t io n  and th e  s t a t e .  L a te r ,  I k e ja  a subu rb  was made th e  s e a t  o f th e  

s t a t e  governm ent to  make a d i s t i n c t i o n  from Lagos as  f e d e r a l  c a p i t a l ,  

and a l s o  c r e a te  room f o r  grow th in  r u r a l  p a r t s  o f Lagos s t a t e .  The 

e s ta b l is h m e n t of Channel 7 was th u s  e a s i l y  j u s t i f i a b l e .  Both NTA-2
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(Channel 5 ) , and NTA Ik e ja  on Channel 7 were th u s  s e t  to  com pete w ith  

LTV in  te rm s o f i t s  programming s t r a t e g i e s .

The S ta t io n  f o r  th e  N atio n

By t h i s  tim e  NTA -  Channel 10, th e  f i r s t  o f th e  Lagos c h an n e ls  was 

p la y in g  h o s t  to  th e  netw ork tr a n s m is s io n .  I t s  s lo g a n  r e f l e c t s  t h i s  as  i t  

g lo r i e s  in  b e in g  'The s t a t i o n  f o r  th e  n a t i o n ' .  B esides p ro v id in g  o f f i c e  

and s tu d io  sp ace  in  i t s  p rem ises  fo r  th e  o p e ra t io n s  of th e  h e a d q u a r te r s ,  

i t  beamed th e  netw ork programmes, and i t  f o r  a w h ile  was c o n s id e re d  th e  

f e d e r a l  s t a t i o n .  I t  was th u s  n o t supposed  to  be i d e n t i f i e d  w ith  any one 

a r e a ,  b u t to  r e f l e c t  f e d e r a l  c h a r a c te r .  T h is  i s  chang ing  in  th e  wake of 

p a r t i a l  c o m m e rc ia lis a tio n  o f th e  NTA and th e  need to  be p r o f i t a b l e .

In  a l l ,  Lagos a lo n e  ended up w ith  fo u r  s t a t i o n s .  As m entioned  e a r l i e r ,  

th e se  s ig n a l s  though meant f o r  th e  Lagos au d ien ce  p r im a r i ly  c o u ld  n o t be 

c o n ta in e d  w ith in  Lagos. The a re a s  a d jo in in g  Lagos were th u s  to  'e n jo y ' 

th e  r e s u l t s  o f th e  p o l i t i c a l  a n t i c s ,  w hich fo r  th e  p eo p le  was t r a n s l a t e d  

in to  'p lu r a l i s m  o f s t a t i o n s ' .

The E m e rg e n t P a t t e r n

The o th e r  p rim ary  f a c to r  t h a t  acco u n ted  f o r  th e  grow th o f th e  t e l e v i s i o n

in d u s try  i s  th e  c r e a t io n  o f s t a t e s .  As h ig h l ig h te d  in  th e  p ro cee d in g

d is c u s s io n ,  th e  form er W estern s t a t e  had been ca rv e d  o u t in to  fo u r

s t a t e s .  In  f a c t  th e  o r ig i n a l  W estern re g io n ,  se rv ed  by WNTV, had been 

c a rv e d  in to  f iv e  s t a t e s  each  w ith  i t s  own s t a t e ,  and f e d e r a l  s t a t i o n s .  

S in ce  th e  s tu d y  began th e  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f N ig e r ia  had assumed a 

30 s t a t e  s t r u c t u r e .  I t  had begun in  1960 w ith  th r e e  r e g io n s  and a

f e d e r a l  c a p i t a l  t e r r i t o r y .  In  1972 i t  assumed a 12 s t a t e  s t r u c t u r e .  1976 

w itn e sse d  th e  19 s t a t e  s t r u c t u r e .  Two a d d i t io n a l  s t a t e s  w ere ca rv ed  o u t
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o f t h i s  in  1988 and p r e s e n t ly  th e re  a re  30 s t a t e s .

The NTA by i t s  p o l ic y  i s  d u ty  bound to  e s t a b l i s h  s t a t i o n s  in  th e  s t a t e s .  

I f  each s t a t e  governm ent (fo llo w in g  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  t r e n d )  e s t a b l i s h e s  a 

s t a t i o n ,  th e n  th e  number o f s t a t i o n s  w i l l  be on th e  in c re a s e  once a g a in .

In  th e  m eantim e, th e r e  a re  s e r io u s  c lam o u rin g s  fo r  p r iv a t e  t e l e v i s i o n .  

No firm  d e c is io n  has y e t  been  ta k e n . The i s s u e  i s  s t i l l  a p o l i t i c a l  

b a i t .  L ike a donkey b e in g  te a se d  w ith  a c a r r o t ,  th e  n a t io n  i s  b e in g  

k ep t h o p e fu l, w ith o u t any d e f i n i t e  governm ent o p in io n  b e in g  e x p re s se d .

The advan tage  o f a l l  o f  th e s e  i s  th e  g r e a te r  p o te n t i a l  o f  re a c h in g  th e  

v a s t  and la r g e ly  r u r a l  p o p u la tio n . The changing  soc io -eco n o m ic  c l im a te  

w i l l ,  in  f a c t ,  con firm  th e  need f o r  t h i s  t r e n d  in  th e  developm ent o f th e  

t e l e v i s i o n  in d u s tr y .

The o i l  boom and th e  upward rev iew  o f w orkers s a l a r i e s  known as  th e  

U doji aw ards in  1972 acc o u n ts  fo r  a d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s u rp lu s  w e a lth . 

S ince  th e n  th e r e  have been  v a r io u s  c o n c e r te d  e f f o r t s  g e a re d  a t  b r in g in g  

developm ent to  th e  r u r a l  a re a s  a s  w e ll a s  th e  u rb an . As a r e s u l t  o f a l l  

th e s e ,  th e  l i v in g  p a t t e r n ,  i f  n o t s ta n d a rd  o f th e  N ig e r ia n  p o p u la ce , has 

b een  m o d if ie d  s i n c e  1959 when t e l e v i s i o n  was i n t r o d u c e d .  The 

a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f cheap r e c e iv e r  s e t s ,  th e  s t a t u s  c o n fe r re d  w ith  th e  

ow nership  o f t e l e v i s i o n  s e t s ,  th e  in c re a s e d  en lig h te n m e n t am ongst th e  

peo p le  a s  a r e s u l t  o f th e  f r e e  e d u c a tio n  programme, a l l  meant t h a t  th e  

a u d ie n c e  f o r  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  n um bers o f t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n s  was 

a v a i la b le .

As we have a lre a d y  n o te d , by 1983/4 a c o n s e rv a t iv e  e s t im a te  o f 5 m i l l io n
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sets with six people to each one was recorded by the NTA.

With so many s t a t io n s  s i t u a t e d  c lo s e r  to  th e  au d ien ce , one would ex p ec t

t h a t  th e  aud ience  would have f e l t  th e  im pact b o th  in  te rm s o f  a c c e ss  to

a i rw a v e s  and  r e le v a n c e  o f  p ro g ra m m in g . In  f a c t ,  g o in g  by th e

r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  w ith  which th e  s t a t i o n s  w ere charg ed , t h a t  i s ,  -  to  be a 

v e n t f o r  lo c a l  needs, one would e x p e c t th e  au d ience  to  be w e ll s e rv e d . 

But t h i s  i s  n o t r e a l l y  th e  c a s e .  The programm ing o p p o r tu n i t ie s  w hich th e  

o rg a n is a t io n  s t r u c t u r e  h as  ( a l b e i t  a c c id e n ta l ly )  a llo w ed , h as  n o t been 

ta p p e d .

The O rg a n is a t io n a l  S t r u c tu r e  o f  T e le v is io n  in  N ig e r ia

N ig e r i a  b o a s t s  o f  A f r i c a ' s  l a r g e s t  t e l e v i s i o n  n e tw o rk ,  w ith  24 

p ro d u c tio n  c e n t r e s  and 56 o p e r a t io n a l  t r a n s m i t t e r s  by Jan u a ry  1991. The 

NTA b ro a d c a s ts  about 85,000 h o u rs  o f programmes a n n u a lly . In  a d d i t io n  to  

t h i s  th e r e  a re  14 s t a t e  owned s t a t i o n s .

The o r ig in a l  concep t o f  th e  NTA netw ork  was to  have th e  v a r io u s

s t a t i o n s / p r o d u c t i o n  c e n t r e s ,  f e e d i n g  i n t o  a n a t i o n a l l y  r e c e i v a b l e  

c h a n n e l .  The p la n  t h a t  e v o lv e d  e v e n t u a l l y  was m a in ly  due to  

te c h n o lo g ic a l  l i m i t a t i o n s .  T h is  has s t a t i o n s  a t  base  c a t e r in g  fo r  lo c a l  

needs w ith in  th e  a re a s  o f o p e ra t io n ,  and o c c a s io n a lly  th e y  can  produce 

fo r  n a t io n a l  consum ption . The netw ork  programmes a re  o r ig in a te d  from th e  

h e a d q u a r te r s .  P re s e n tly  th e  a u th o r i ty  i s  made up o f s ix  d i r e c to r a t e s  

which c e n t r a l l y  manage th e  a f f a i r s  o f th e  netw ork and to  some e x te n t  th e  

a f f a i r s  o f th e  p ro d u c tio n  c e n t r e s

NTA C e n tra l  Management S t r u c tu r e

At th e  helm o f a f f a i r s  i s  th e  D ir e c to r  G enera l, who i s  ap p o in te d
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In  th e  absence o f a board  o f g o v e rn o rs , th e  M in is try  i s  ex p ec ted  to  

' o v e r s e e ' t h e  ru n n in g  o f  th e  s t a t i o n  -  s e t t i n g  p o l i c y ,  g r a n t i n g  

a p p ro v a ls  a s  th e  board  would have done. In deed , th e  M in is try  i s  th e  

f i n a l  c l e a r in g  house as  c e r t a in  m a tte r s ,  even w ith  an o p e r a t io n a l  b o a rd , 

s t i l l  have to  be approved by i t .  C o n tra c ts  w orth  more th a n  2 m i l l io n  

n a i r a  must be r e f e r r e d  to  th e  M in is try , even by th e  b o a rd . The M in is try  

a l s o  s u p e rv is e s  c a p i t a l  p r o je c t s  to  e n su re  t h a t  s ta n d a rd s  a re  m et.

The e x is te n c e  o f th e  board  th u s  sh o u ld  be a r e l i e f  to  th e  M in is try .  I t  

a l s o ,  e s p e c ia l ly  as  re g a rd s  p o lic y , e n s u re s  t h a t  th e r e  i s  a wide 

r e p r e s e n ta t io n  o f p u b lic  i n t e r e s t s .  Members o f th e  b o ard  a r e  s e le c te d  to  

r e p re s e n t  v a r io u s  i n t e r e s t s  in  s o c ie ty .  In v a r ia b ly  th e r e  i s  an  a t te m p t
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p o l i t i c a l l y .  He i s  a member o f th e  g o v ern in g  bo ard , when i t  e x i s t s .  The

I
Board i s  a p o l i t i c a l l y  c o n s t i tu te d  com m ittee which l in k s  th e  s t a t i o n  to

th e  governm ent. A lthough th e  a u th o r i ty  i s  supposed  to  be s u p e rv is e d  by

th e  M in i s t r y  o f  I n f o r m a t io n ,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  i n  te rm s  o f  r e a l

i n t e r a c t io n  t h a t  e x i s t s .  The fo llo w in g  i s  th e  accoun t by a  d i r e c to r  a t

th e  F e d e ra l M in is try  of In fo rm a tio n , o f such  a r e l a t io n s h ip  w hich e x i s t s

betw een h i s  M in is try  and th e  a u th o r i ty .

'The s u p e rv is o ry  r o le  o f  th e  M in is try  i s  one o f  a c t in g  a s  an 
in te rm e d ia ry  betw een th e  v a r io u s  p a r a s t a t a l s  and governm ent.
I f  th e  a u th o r i ty  w ants a n y th in g  from governm ent, th e y  p u ts  
r e q u e s ts  to  th e  M in is te r  who in  tu rn  p r e s e n ts  them to  th e  
governm ent a t  th e  C ouncil o f M in is te r s .  The re q u e s t  i s  p u t in  
form o f  a memorandum to  th e  P re s id e n c y , th ro u g h  th e  c o u n c il 
and th e  re sp o n se  i s  p a ssed  back th ro u g h  th e  same ch an n e ls  to  
th e  M i n i s t r y .  F i n a l l y  a l l o c a t i o n s  w h ich  a r e  made by 
governm ent -  th e  M in is try  o f Budget and P lan n in g  -  a re  p assed  
th ro u g h  th e  M in is te r  -  th e  M in is try .

O ther fu n c tio n s  o f th e  M in is try  in v o lv e s  a u th o r i s a t io n  fo r  
o v e rse a s  t r a v e l .  S ta f f  who must t r a v e l  ab road  to  u n d e rta k e  
a ss ig n m e n ts , s p o r ts ,  a t te n d  p r o f e s s io n a l  m ee tin g s , t r a i n in g  
c o u r s e s ,  s e m in a r s ,  and  w o rk sh o p s  m ust o b t a i n  w r i t t e n  
a p p r o v a l ,  th ro u g h  th e  a u t h o r i t y  from  th e  H o n o u ra b le  
M i n i s t e r . '
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to  r e f l e c t  f e d e r a l  c h a r a c te r  and m in o r ity  i n t e r e s t s ,  in c lu d in g  women's 

i n t e r e s t s  and t h i s  i s  s p e c i f i e d .

B esides th e  p ro to c o l  and b u re a u c ra t ic  invo lvem en t, th e  M in is try , even in  

th e  absence o f a b o ard , i s  o f te n  b y -p assed  by th e  governm ent. Government 

o f f i c i a l s  depending  on th e  a u th o r i ty /p o w e r  th e y  w ie ld  te n d  to  r e l a t e  

w ith  th e  s t a t i o n  on in fo rm a l b a s i s , A ll t h a t  i s  r e q u ire d  in  a l o t  o f 

c a se s  i s  a phone c a l l .  F a i lu r e  to  comply h as  been known to  c o s t  even 

d i r e c t o r - l e v e l  s t a f f  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s .

The l in k  betw een th e  s t a t i o n s ,  in  t h i s  ca se  th e  a u th o r i ty ,  te n d s  to  be 

c o n s id e r e d  th e  u m b i l i c a l  c o rd  b e tw e e n  th e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  and  i t s  

p r o p r ie to r  -  i t s  b e n e fa c to r .  The D ire c to r  G eneral i s  th e  p e rso n  who 

w alks th e  t ig h t r o p e  even when th e re  i s  a board , r e p r e s e n t in g  th e  

p ro fe s s io n a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f th e  o rg a n is a t io n  and e x e c u tin g  th e  som etim es 

s e l f - s e r v in g  i n t e r e s t s  o f 'g overnm en t' and in d iv id u a ls  who a re  c lo s e  to  

th e  c o r r id o r s  o f power.

Administrative Services
There i s  a d ep u ty , who a s s i s t s  th e  D ire c to r  G eneral in  s u p e rv is in g  th o s e  

d ep artm en ts  w hich f a l l  d i r e c t l y  under th e  D ire c to r  G e n e ra l 's  o f f i c e  -  

th o se  t h a t  a re  n o t p a r t  o f any o f th e  s ix  d i r e c to r a t e s .  These in c lu d e  

th e  o f f i c e  o f th e  s e c r e ta r y  of th e  b o ard , th e  le g a l  a d v is e r ,  th e  

in t e r n a l  a u d i t  d ep a rtm en t, c o rp o ra te  s e r v ic e s  and p u b lic  a f f a i r s ,  th e  

M arketing  and A udience R esearch  d ep artm en t, in  e f f e c t  th e  DG's o f f i c e  i s  

r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  e n fo rc in g /o v e rs e e in g  th e  p o l ic y  and le g a l  o b l ig a t io n s ,  

a c c o u n ta b i l i ty  on f in a n c e s ,  image making and p u b lic  r e l a t i o n s  and i t  i s  

concerned  w ith  th e  assessm en t o f  p r o je c t s  and fo r  perfo rm ance.
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There i s  a s e p a ra te  d i r e c t o r a t e ,  th e  C o rp o ra te  A f f a i r s  D ir e c to r a te ,  

which i s  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  a d m in is t r a t io n .  The d i r e c to r  i s  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  

s t a f f  r e c r u i t m e n t ,  d i s c i p l i n e  and  s t a f f  w e l f a r e .  I t  e n s u r e s  t h a t  

c o r p o r a t e  p o l i c y  and  g u i d e l i n e s  a r e  p r o p e r ly  i n t e r p r e t e d  and  

im plem ented. On a d a y -to -d a y  b a s i s ,  th e  d i r e c to r a t e  i s  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  

th e  h i r i n g  and f i r i n g  o f a l l  s t a f f  o f th e  a u th o r i ty ,  from a c e r t a in  

l e v e l .  T h is  in c lu d e s  appo in tm en ts  and p ro m o tio n s , even a t  th e  p ro d u c tio n  

c e n t r e s .  The im p lic a tio n s  o f t h i s  w i l l  be d is c u s s e d  l a t e r .

The F in a n c e  D i r e c t o r a t e  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  'c o r p o r a t e  f in a n c e  

m anagem ent'. S a la r ie s  and wages to p  th e  l i s t  o f th e  co n ce rn s  fo r  t h i s  

d i r e c t o r a t e .  In  f a c t  t h i s  i s  a problem  more g la r in g  a t  th e  p ro d u c tio n  

c e n t r e  l e v e l .  O ther a re a s  o f o p e ra t io n  l i s t e d  h e re  co v er th e  m onetary 

t r a n s a c t io n s ,  bo th  in t e r n a l  and fo re ig n  exchange, p u rch ases  and c r e d i t  

c o n t ro l ,  s a le s  and d e b to r  c o n t r o l s .  T here i s  a l s o  th e  management 

in fo rm a tio n  and acc o u n tin g  system  to  be co v ered . The d i r e c t o r a t e  p la n s  

tow ards and e n su re s  a c c o u n ta b i l i ty  and ju d ic io u s  use o f th e  a v a i la b le  

re s o u rc e s .  A gain, how t h i s  a f f e c t s  th e  o u tp u t i s  l a t e r  i l l u s t r a t e d  in  a 

p ro d u c tio n  and a d m in in s tr a t iv e  c o n te x t .

Commercial Directorate
The Commercial D ir e c to r a te  i s  th e  one w hich has a c q u ire d  an e le v a te d  

s t a t u s  in  o p e ra t io n s  in  th e  wake o f  th e  p a r t i a l  c o m m e rc ia lis a tio n  o f 

t e l e v i s i o n  s e r v ic e .  T h is  was th e  re sp o n se  to  th e  dw in d lin g  f in a n c e s  from 

th e  governm ent. No lo n g e r i s  i t  m erely  to  s e l l  a i r - t im e  to  in t e r e s te d  

a d v e r t i s e r s ,  t h e r e  i s  now an  a g r e s s i v e  w oo ing  o f  e v e n  o th e r w is e  

d i s i n t e r e s t e d  a d v e r t i s e r s . T h is  has meant t h a t  th e  a d v e r t i s e r s  demand 

f a r  more say in  th e  v a lu e  th e y  g e t  f o r  money, e s p e c ia l ly  when r a t e s  have 

b e e n  i n c r e a s e d .  The i m p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  i s  t h a t  t h e  C om m ercia l
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Directorate now has an input into the operations of both the News and 
Programmes Directorate - the two who are actually responsible for the 
programming. This implication is reflected in the arrangement whereby 
commercial officers, who are responsible in the final analysis to their 
own Director, are located in the various producing arms - programmes, 
news directorate and each of the production centres.

B esid e s , th e  d i r e c to r a t e  o rg a n is e s  f a i r s ,  e x h ib i t io n s ,  c o m p e tit io n s , and 

o t h e r  s u c h  a c t i v i t i e s  w h ich  b o th  g e n e r a t e  fu n d s  an d  p rog ram m in g  

o p p o r tu n i t i e s .  I t  i s  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  buy ing  and s e l l i n g  o f r i g h t s  to  

in t e r n a t i o n a l  e v e n t s .

That a l l  o f i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  ( a t  th e  h e a d q u a r te rs )  a r e  done f o r  th e  on ly  

TV netw ork  in  th e  co u n try  i s  c o n s id e re d  to  be an ad v an tag e . The prom ise 

o f a l a r g e r  aud ien ce  had been i t s  s e l l i n g  poi:^^ b u t t h i s  prom ise h as  

been c h a lle n g e d . C o m p e tito rs , by way o f th e  s t a t e  owned s t a t i o n s  have 

had to  work h a rd e r  and be more in n o v a tiv e . The NTA netw ork , who because  

i t  was backed by th e  f e d e ra l  f i n a n c ia l  m igh t, and so to o k  lo n g e r in  

f e e l in g  th e  p in c h , seems to  have ta k en  a cue from th e  d e s p e ra te  a tte m p ts  

of th e  s t a t e  s t a t i o n s ,  in c lu d in g  som etim es some of i t s  own p ro d u c tio n  

c e n t r e s .  F o r  ex a m p le , a t  th e  o n s e t  o f  c o m m e rc ia l new s c o v e ra g e ,  

(d e s c r ib e d  l a t e r  on) th e  NTA was known to  have condemned th e  p r a c t ic e ,  

b u t  now i t  e v e n  h a s  c o m m e rc ia l o f f i c e r s  r e s i d e n t  i n  th e  news 

d i r e c t o r a t e s ,  e n su r in g  t h a t  th o se  s t o r i e s  which q u a l i f y  as  hav in g  

com m ercial o r i e n t a t i o n  a re  n o t co v ered  f o r  f r e e ,  b u t t h a t  th e  le v ie d  

r a t e s  a r e  p a id . In  f a c t  i t  was p a r t l y  due to  th e  r e c o g n i t io n  of th e  

revenue  p o te n t i a l s  t h a t  th e  d u ra t io n  o f th e  netw ork news was ex tended  

from 30 to  45 m in u tes .
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As p a r t  o f i t s  e f f o r t s  to  re c o g n ise  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  f o r  rev en u e , th e  

d i r e c t o r a t e  h as  been known to  com m ission re s e a rc h  in to  th e  o r g a n is a t io n  

a re a s  of perfo rm ance- N eed less to  sa y , such com m ercia lly  m o tiv a ted  

r e s e a rc h ,  when used  a s  g u id e  in  p o lic y  making, have had im pact on th e  

o u tp u t o f  th e  a u th o r i ty .  The d i r e c to r a t e  i s  made up o f fo u r  d iv i s io n s ,  

netw ork program m es, news, e n t e r p r i s e s  and s a le s  c o -o rd in a t io n .

Engineering
The E n g in e e rin g  D ir e c to r a te  i s  headed by a d i r e c to r  who i s  a s s i s t e d  by a 

d ep u ty . The D ir e c to r a te  i s  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e  fo rm u la tio n  o f  c o rp o ra te  

e n g in e e r in g  p o l ic y .  To e n su re  e f f e c t iv e  e x e c u tio n  o f i t s  s e r v ic e s ,  th e  

f i e l d  o f f i c e s  have been e s ta b l i s h e d  in  fo u r  s t r a t e g i c  lo c a t io n s  around 

th e  c o u n try . These a re  headed by c h ie f  e n g in e e rs . Each p ro d u c tio n  c e n t r e  

has i t s  own e n g in e e r in g  departm en t headed by a M anager. (Re TV 

O rg a n is a t io n a l  S tru c tu r e  C h art )

The D i r e c t o r a t e  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p la n n in g ,  d e s i g n i n g ,  r e s e a r c h  

developm ent, p r o je c t  i n i t i a t i o n ,  im p lem en ta tio n  and o p e ra t io n ,  and i t  i s  

r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  t r a i n in g  te c h n ic a l  s t a f f .  T h is  means i t  i s  r e s p o n s ib le  

fo r  a l l  th e  t r a n s m i t t e r s ,  m ain tenance and procurem ent when n e c e ssa ry  o f 

sp a re  p a r t s  and equipm ent. I t s  a c t i v i t i e s  a re  g eared  tow ards e n s u r in g  

th e  a c c e p ta b le  te c h n ic a l  q u a l i ty  o f th e  s t a t i o n s .  I t  i s  a l s o  r e s p o n s ib le  

f o r  m a in t a i n in g  th e  s t u d i o s ,  th e  v e h i c l e s  and  p r e m is e s  o f  t h e  

D ir e c to r a te  (and i t s  s t a t i o n s ) .

B eca u se  th e  te c h n o lo g y  o f  t e l e v i s i o n  h a s  b e e n  im p o r te d ,  t h e  

D i r e c t o r a t e 's  p u rc h a se s  te n d  to  be a la rg e  d r a in .  T h is  h a s  become a more 

d i r e  problem  in  th e  l i g h t  of th e  n a t i o n 's  d w ind ling  fo re ig n  r e s e r v e s .  I t  

i s  im p o rta n t to  a p p re c ia te  j u s t  how th e  te c h n o lo g ic a l  dependence becomes
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a problem  f o r  th e  d a i ly  o p e ra t io n s  o f th e  s t a t i o n s ,  who alw ays com plain

of b e in g  sa d d le d  w ith  o b s o le te  te ch n o lo g y .

Q: I s  i t  r e a l l y  n e c e s sa ry  t h a t  we must have th e  l a t e s t  in
techn o lo g y ?

A: W ell n o t r e a l l y  n e c e s sa ry  to  have th e  l a t e s t  in  th e  m arket
b u t we m ust have th e  ones t h a t  a re  s t i l l  b e in g  produced , ones 
t h a t  we w i l l  have s p a re  p a r t s  f o r .

Q: So i t ' s  a m a tte r  o f  s p a re  p a r t s ?

A: Yes! I t ' s  a m a tte r  o f sp a re  p a r t s  b ecause  th e  av e ra g e  l i f e
span  o f most equipm ent i s  abou t 10 y e a r s .  When i t  has l a s t e d  
ab o u t 10 y e a r s ,  th e n  th e  m a n u fa c tu re r  w i l l  say  "okay i t  i s  
u n d e r" , i t  has become a  s ta n d a rd  p r a c t i c e  th a t  th e y  w i l l  keep 
on p ro d u c in g  t h a t  s p a re  p a r t  o f  th e  n e x t 10 y e a rs  [ s i c ] .  So 
th ey  a r e  n o t com m itted to  any consumer to  produce th e  sp a re  
p a r t  f o r  them. I f  you have to  go back f o r  them, to  p ro c u re  
th e  s p a re  p a r t ,  you have to  pay e x t r a  fo r  i t .  I t ' s  g o t to  be 
custom  made fo r  you. I t ' s  go t to  be made s p e c ia l ly  f o r  you 
and y o u 'v e  g o t to  pay more f o r  i t .  So t h a t  i s  why we must 
r e a l l y  keep up to  d a te .

I t  i s ,  th u s ,  an ex p en s iv e  v e n tu re ,  w hether th e  n a t io n  keeps a b r e a s t  o f 

te c h n o lo g y  o r  o p ts  f o r  th e  so o n  d i s c o n t in u e d  m o d e ls . T h e re  i s ,  

th e r e f o r e ,  a g r e a te r  need  to  look  inw ard . Local in g e n u ity  i s  th u s  

supposed to  be d e s i r a b l e .  In  r e a l i t y ,  however, t h i s  i s  n o t alw ays so . 

There i s  no ad eq u a te  f i n a n c i a l  encouragem ent fo r  such y e t ,  e i t h e r  from 

governm ent o r  th e  p r iv a t e  s e c to r .

A lthough th e  e n g in e e r in g  f i e l d  in  b ro a d c a s t in g  has had th e  p r iv i l e g e  o f 

p ro d u c in g  a D ire c to r  G enera l o f th e  a u th o r i ty  th e r e  i s  y e t a l o t  of work 

to  be done on i t s  im age. Because i t  i s  b a s i c a l ly  a te c h n ic a l  s e r v ic e  

u n i t ,  th e  g l i t z  and glam our t h a t  accompany th e  jo b s  o f th e  o th e r  members 

of th e  crew  i s  o f te n  la c k in g  f o r  th e  e n g in e e rs  and te c h n ic a l  s t a f f .  

W hils t th e y  a r e  s la v in g  to  e n su re  t h a t  th e  p ro d u c tio n  i s  w e ll re c e iv e d  

by th e  a u d ie n c e , t h e i r  o th e r  c o lle a g u e s  a re  b ask ing  in  th e  glow o f 

p u b lic  r e c o g n i t io n .
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A lthough t h i s  re a so n in g  may app ea r c h i ld i s h  and im p e r tin e n t ,  i t  i s  a 

s e r i o u s  p o i n t  r e g a r d i n g  th e  e n g i n e e r s  s e l f - r e c o g n i t i o n  and  jo b  

s a t i s f a c t i o n .  T h a t w h ich  i s  l a c k in g  i s  t h e  c o m p e n s a tio n  f o r  th e  

f r u s t r a t i o n s  which abound on th e  jo b . The e n g in e e r in g  s e r v ic e  i s  o f te n  

blamed f o r  poor perfo rm an ce . The inadequacy  o f te c h n ic a l  f a c i l i t i e s  

a l b e i t  due to  in s u f f ic i e n c y  o f funds i s  o f te n  tim es  a f a c t ,  though 

som etim es o v e rp la y e d . The ch a rg e  i s ,  how ever, a r e f l e c t i o n  of th e  

c h a lle n g e  th a t  th o se  r e s p o n s ib le  have to  f a c e .  The e n g in e e r in g  s e rv ic e s  

though la r g e ly  o b scu re  a r e  v ery  s t r a t e g i c  in  th e  w orkings o f th e  TV 

in d u s t r y .

The fo llo w in g  accoun t i s  an e n g in e e r 's  d e s c r ip t io n  o f h i s  d ep a rtm en t.

A lthough he b e lo n g s  to  a s t a t e  owned s t a t i o n ,  th e  acco u n t i l l u s t r a t e s

th e  g e n e ra l s i t u a t i o n .

'L e t  me t e l l  you in  a n u t s h e l l .  The com m ercial man w i l l  be 
f ig h t in g  because  p eo p le  a re  com p la in in g  t h a t  th e y  a re  n o t 
r e c e iv in g  u s .  He knows h i s  t a r g e t .  Now somebody in  news, a 
newsman w i l l  be f ig h t in g  you f o r  a v e h ic le  -  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  
g iv e  him a v e h ic le  a t  a p a r t i c u l a r  tim e . Now somebody in  
programmes w i l l  say  "You have g iv e n  me a bad cam era. I 'v e  
gone to  lo c a t io n  fo r  abou t th r e e  d a y s , come and se e  th e  
outcome o f  my p ro d u c tio n ."  I t ' s  l i k e  a mad house , everybody 
now i s  a t  th e  th r o a t  o f e n g in e e r in g . '

There now ap p ea rs  to  be an in c re a s in g  s e n s i t i v i t y  to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  

e n g in e e r in g  h o ld s  th e  fram e w ith in  w hich o th e r  d ep a rtm en ts  must f i t ,  b u t 

n o n e th e le s s ,  th e  D ir e c to r a te  e x e m p lif ie s  th e  s t a t e  of e n g in e e r in g  in  th e  

N ig e ria n  t e l e v i s i o n  in d u s try  -  i t  i s  f r a u g h t  w ith  p rob lem s.

Problems of TV Engineering
There i s  an inadequacy  o f  t r a in e d  te c h n ic a l  manpower. A lthough th e r e  a r e  

s e v e ra l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and c o l le g e s  w hich o f f e r  e l e c t r o n i c  o r  a l l i e d  

e n g in e e r in g  t r a i n in g ,  g ra d u a te s  o f such  s t i l l  need th e  t r a i n in g  on th e

43



jo b  to  a d a p t them to  th e  p e c u l i a r i t i e s  o f  th e  t e l e v i s i o n  in d u s t r y .  T h is , 

in  i t s e l f ,  i s  n o t a c tu a l ly  a p rob lem . The NTA s t a f f  c o l le g e  o f f e r s  

programmes t h a t  cou ld  supplem ent th e  in -h o u se  e f f o r t s ,  a lth o u g h  th e  

l im i te d  sp a c e s  compared to  th e  needs p o ses  a problem . T here i s  a ls o  th e  

q u e s tio n  o f r e le a s in g  u s e fu l  s t a f f  f o r  e x te r n a l  t r a i n i n g .  The onus, 

th e r e f o r e ,  r e s t s  on th e  in -h o u se  t r a i n i n g ,  to  s u f f i c e .  T ra d i t io n s  and 

nuances a r e  th u s  more e a s i l y  p e rp e tu a te d  r a t h e r  th a n  a s i t u a t i o n  where 

in g e n u ity  i s  drawn o u t. Though t h i s  i s  a problem , i t  i s  s t i l l  t r u e  o f 

o th e r  i n d u s t r i e s  and no t p e c u l ia r  to  TV. What however i s  th e  problem  i s  

th e  f a c t  t h a t  TV e n g in e e r in g  does n o t have enough in c e n t iv e s  a t ta c h e d  to  

i t  to  make i t  a t t r a c t i v e  to  th e  la rg e  co rp  o f e n g in e e rs  which i s  

produced  in  th e  c o u n try . Thus, a p a r t  from th e  c o n s t r a in t s  o f fu n d in g , 

a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f t r a in e d  p e rso n n e l i s  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  one o f th e  g r e a t e s t  

c o n s t r a i n t s  o f t h i s  D ire c to r a te .

W ith t h e i r  d r iv e  and am b itio n  young e n g in e e rs  who s t a r t  o u t t h e i r

c a r e e r s  in  th e  TV in d u s try  a re  n o t a t t r a c t e d  to  s ta y  on . One such

e n g in e e r  r e m in i s c in g  on h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  d e s c r i b e d  some o f  th e

p ro v o c a tio n s  m i l i t a t i n g  a g a in s t  h i s  perfo rm ance  and i n t e r e s t  in  th e

f i e l d  of t e l e v i s i o n .  He summed i t  up th u s .

'They o p e ra te  l i k e  M in is try , th e y  o p e ra te  th e  same s a la r y ,  
you know, s c a le .  You c a n ' t  r e a l l y  keep p r o f e s s io n a ls  w ith  
t h a t  poo r s a l a r y . '

Q; I s  t h a t  why you l e f t ?

A: T hat w a s n 't  th e  rea so n  why I  l e f t  b u t one o f i t , '  ( la u g h te r )

He ad m its  t h a t  he went in  s e a rc h  o f g re e n e r  p a s tu r e s ;  more e x p e rie n c e

more ex p o su re , g r e a te r  c h a lle n g e .

'T h e r e 's  a c o lle a g u e  o f m ine, h e 's  s t i l l  th e r e .  I met him a 
y e a r  ago o r  so . He s a id  "Ah, I 'm  s t i l l  a t  NTA. oh! b u t I 'm  
s t i l l  f in d in g  a way o u t .  I want to  go o u t ."  A lthough he has 
r i s e n  v e ry  w e ll ,  i f  h e 's  n o t a c h ie f  e n g in e e r  now h e ' l l  be a
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depu ty  c h ie f  e n g in e e r  b u t h e ’s s t i l l  lo o k in g  fo rw ard  to  
le a v in g  becau se  he was n o t g e t t in g  t h a t  c h a lle n g e  to o .  He 
s a id  "w e ll I  j u s t  want to  see  w hether I  com plete  10 y e a rs  
th e n  I  w i l l  g o " .

The jo b  in  i t s e l f  p r e s e n ts  f r u s t r a t i o n  to  th o s e  who a re  in  th e r e .  Even 

when th e r e  i s  money (and th e re  i s  n ev e r enough) to  p ro c u re  n e c e s s a ry  

equipm ent and s p a re  p a r t s ,  th e  b u reau c ra cy  and th e  d e la y s  c o n s t i t u t e  a 

h in d ra n c e  in  p lan n ed  m ain tenance.

A lready  i t  has been m entioned th a t  p rocu rem en ts  o f c e r t a i n  v a lu e  r e q u i r e

c le a ra n c e  from th e  M in is try . There i s  a l s o  th e  f r u s t r a t i o n  o f c h a s in g

m a n u fa c tu re rs  f o r  d is c o n tin u e d  models w hich th e  N ig e r ia n  s t a t i o n s  a re  

sa d d le d  w ith .  I t  i s  s a id  t h a t  th e  s t a t i o n s  buy o th e r  o ld e r  m odels 

because  i t  i s  what th ey  can a f f o r d .  Added to  th e  b u reau c ra cy  i s  th e

w a it in g  p e r io d  f o r  shipm ent and c le a ra n c e  o f th e  h a u la g e .

What i s  o f te n  n o t in c lu d e d  in  th e  o f f i c i a l  s to r y  i s  th e  human f a c to r  - 

th e  c o r ru p t io n ,  g reed  and i n s e n s i t i v i t y  o f c e r t a in  in d iv id u a ls  w ith in  

th e  c h a in . T h is  i s  a problem  th a t  r e f l e c t s  th e  l a r g e r  s o c ie ty  and i s  n o t 

p e c u l ia r  to  t h i s  d i r e c to r a t e ,  b u t i t  m a n ife s ts  i t s e l f  and ham pers 

e f f e c t iv e  perfo rm ance -  i n f l a t e d  q u o ta t io n s  f o r  c o n t r a c t s ,  p rocurem en t 

o f su b s ta n d a rd  m a te r ia ls  which no so o n er th a n  th ey  a r e  bough t p r e s e n t  

problem s to  th e  u s e r  d e p a r tm e n ts .

There a r e  a l s o  s lo th f u l  and i l l  m o tiv a ted  o f f i c i a l s  who cash  in  on th e  

s i t u a t i o n .  T here have been s t o r i e s  of eq u ipm en ts , p a r t i c u l a r l y  v e h ic le s  

which a r e  w r i t t e n  o f f  and a u c tio n e d  to  i n t e r e s t e d  o f f i c i a l s ,  when in  

f a c t  th ey  a r e  s t i l l  s e r v ic e a b le .  Indeed , some a re  s e rv ic e d  and u sed  by 

th e  new owners to  th e  knowledge o f a l l .  Such i l l  m o tiv a te d  o f f i c i a l s  

have been known to  f r u s t r a t e  th e  in g e n u ity  o f some o th e r s  s e e in g  as  i t
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i s  more p r o f i t a b l e  f o r  them, to  w r i te  o f f  than  to  r e p a i r .  Such 

p r a c t i c e s  a r e  b e t t e r  a p p re c ia te d  from th e  p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  th e  u s e r  

d ep a rtm en ts  -  when a whole Programmes D ir e c to r a te  i s  l e f t  w ith  o n ly  two 

fu n c t io n a l  v e h ic le s ,  and a l l  o th e rs  in  i t s  pool a r e  grounded ' f o r  

s e r v i c e ' . P ro d u c e r s  e i t h e r  h a v e  to  s h a r e  v e h i c l e s  o r  u s e  p u b l i c  

t r a n s p o r t  and th u s  add to  th e  expen ses  and l o g i s t i c s  o f programme 

p ro d u c tio n . I t  i s  even w orse s t i l l  when News D ir e c to r a te ,  meant to  

produce a  45 m inu te n ew scas t, i s  l e f t  w ith  on ly  two f u n c t io n a l  cam eras.

The engineers also feel the pinch. In one of the state owned stations, 
an engineer confessed to having to resort, unilaterally, to reducing the 
wattage of transmission to save the lives of some of their equipment.
Q. Why don't you stay alive always?
A. It's not economical for us. It's not wise because it's like 

when you have your hot plate on at a low temperature, you 
know the element will not glow, you see the glower (sic) the 
element, the faster it burns out. So the same thing with
transmitter.
At tim es  ( i f )  we know we m ight ru n  in to  problem s. You se e  we 
have peak p e r io d s  . , .  Peak p e r io d s  in  th e  sense  t h a t  when th e  
com m ercials ru sh  in ,  th e y  te n d  to  u n d u la te  . .  . You know 
w ith in  you because  we have ou r o p e ra t io n a l  m eetings, somebody 
from th e  com m ercials w i l l  be say  "my s a le s  i s  low and i t  
co u ld  be due to  t h i s . "  The newsman w i l l  say " I  went f o r  an 
ass ignm en t y e s te rd a y . T h is  i s  what peo p le  a re  s a y in g ."  But 
you know t h a t ,  a s  an e n g in e e r ,  you may no t be a b le  to  now own 
up th a t  " I  low ered th e  w a ttag e"  because  th e y  m igh t n o t
u n d e rs ta n d  what you a r e  d o in g . But o c c a s io n a lly  I  do i t .  At 
tim es  I  come as  low a s  20 k i lo w a t t  i f  I  know t h a t  I  d o n 't  
have a s p a re  p a r t  a t  hand, and I  d o n 't  want to  f lo g  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  u n i t ,  so I  j u s t  come a s  low as  t h i s .  So somebody 
a t  Akure, f o r  in s ta n c e ,  may n o t r e c e iv e  OGTV a t  a l l  f o r  th a t  
p e r io d .  I t  m ight be one week.

So b e fo re  he can come o v er -  becau se  he has an o p tio n  anyway,
he m ight tu n e  to  BCOS o r  he m ight tu n e  to  OSRC, maybe he
e n jo y s  drama on OGTV.

You use your discretion because most of our equipment you 
order them from abroad and it takes weeks, and then hard 
currency too.
So unknown to them, I might be laughing at (commercial
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o f f i c e r )  f o r  in s ta n c e  becau se  I  know I 'm  try in g  to  save  some 
-  he m ight be th in k in g  of N70,000 income, okay. I  w i l l  be 
th in k in g  o f sav in g  abou t N300,000.

Q, So a t  th e  end o f th e  day i t ' s  econom ics?

T h is  problem  i s  compounded by th e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  of a v a i la b le  s e r v ic e  

equipm ent -  when th e re  i s  an (im agined  o r  r e a l )  sh o rta g e  o f  r e l i a b l e  

news g a th e r in g  equipm ent, and th u s  an o v e r - r e l ia n c e  on th e  v e rb a l  

r e p o r t ,  th e  TV new scast can n o t be what i t  sh o u ld  be -  seen  and h e a rd . 

T h is i s  a problem  which th e  D ir e c to r a te  i s  aw are of and i t  i s  due in  

p a r t  t o  th e  o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e .  The e q u ip m e n t i s  t h e  

r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  o f an o th e r  d i r e c t o r ,  who purchaseSand m ain ta in^ them  -  th e  

E n g in e e r in g  D i r e c t o r a t e .  T h e re  a r e  o f f i c e r s  from  t h a t  d i r e c t o r a t e  

lo c a te d  in  news (as in  program m es). L ike  th e  r e s id e n t  com m ercial 

o f f i c e r s  th e y  se rv e  th e  News D ir e c to r a te  b u t look  a f t e r  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s .  

They a re  a c c o u n ta b le  to  t h e i r  own d i r e c t o r s .  The p o s s ib le  la p s e  in  th e  

arrangem ent which has been known to  happen, i s  t h a t  th e  s e rv ic e d  (news) 

d i r e c to r a t e  i s  ig n o ra n t ( a l b e i t  fo r  a w h ile )  o f th e  p o s i t io n  from th e
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A. Yes, i t  i s .  I t  depends on your h a n d lin g  th a t  equipm ent to  
know t h a t . '

■3:

T his k in d  o f  system  te n d s  n o t to  r e t a i n  o r  a t t r a c t  th e  c a l i b r e  o f 

p e rso n n e l needed in  th e  o r g a n is a t io n s . Those who rem ain do so  g ru d g in g ly  

and a l l  th e s e  t e l l  on th e  o u tp u t .

The News Directorate
The News D ir e c to r a te  i s  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  a l l  th e  news and c u r r e n t  a f f a i r s  

programming t h a t  a re  r e c e iv e d  n a t io n a l l y .  Because o f th e  l i n g u i s t i c  

co m plex ity  o f th e  n a t io n a l  a u d ien ce , a l l  i t s  programmes a r e  produced  in  

E n g lish . T h is , in  i t s e l f ,  d e f in e s  th e  b o u n d arie s  o f th o s e  who can
,

b e n e f i t  from i t s  o p e ra t io n s .
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s e r v ic in g  a r e a .  Equipment i s  th u s  in  s h o r t  supp ly  when - ■ sh o u ld  n o t

b e , f o r  in s ta n c e  because th e y  have n o t been r e p a i r e d ,  o r  th e y  have been 

' f o r g o t t e n ' .  In  th e  m eantim e, th o se  in  a u th o r i ty  o v e r them assume th a t  

th e y  a re  in  o p e ra t io n .

The News D ir e c to r a te  i s  sa d d le d  w ith  o th e r  c o n s t r a i n t s ,  some o f which 

r e f l e c t  th e  u p h eav a ls  in  th e  netw ork i t s e l f  as  an e n t i t y .  One of th e s e  

i s  th e  need  to  a rra n g e  and g iv e  coverag e  to  th e  n a t io n  -  w hich now i s  

made up o f  30 s t a t e s .  The p o l i t i c a l  r i v a l r y ,  th e  u n d e r ly in g  d i s t r u s t  and 

m utual in s e c u r i ty  of th e  v a r io u s  le a d e r s  have been c o n s ta n t  p re s s u re s  on 

th e  o p e ra t io n s  o f th e  D ir e c to r a te .  In  f a c t ,  i t  was a n o th e r  re a so n  why 

th e  n ew scas t was ex tended . I t  was found t h a t  th e re  w ere more s t o r i e s  

coming from  th e  s t a t e s  w hich co u ld  n o t be accommodated w ith in  th e  30 

m inu te s l o t ,  y e t ,  i f  a c c e p tin g  an item  from one s t a t e  m eant r e j e c t i n g  

some from o th e r s ,  i t  was becoming in c re a s in g ly  d i f f i c u l t  to  j u s t i f y  

such . Hence an e x te n s io n  o f th e  d u ra t io n  o f th e  programme, t h a t  more 

s t o r i e s  may be accommodated.

The o r ig i n a l  co n cep t of netw ork  which would have r e f l e c t e d  in  th e  

n ew scas t had i t  endured was to  have fe e d s  from bu reaux  around th e  

c o u n try , w hich had been zoned. The c o m p lic a tio n s  a r i s i n g  from th a t  

a rrangem en t had  le d  to  th e  c e n t r a l ly - p la n n e d  programmes w hich th e n  used  

c o n t r ib u t io n s  from th e  in d iv id u a l  s t a t i o n s . T his a l s o  meant t h a t  th e  

zo n a l s c re e n in g  p o in t  had been  o m itte d  and th e  wide flow  o f in fo rm a tio n  

had to  be dammed a t  th e  c e n t r e .

The Editorial Board
The D ir e c to r a te  i s  headed by a D ir e c to r ,  a s s i s t e d  by D eputy D ire c to r ,  

who i s  a s s i s t e d  by an A s s is ta n t  D ir e c to r .  Working w ith  them a re  m anagers
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and controllers. There are principal officers and others lower down the 
hierarchy. The directors and managers (occasionally controllers) make 
up the editorial board. Every programme that is put out by the 
Directorate has a voice representing it on the board. This includes the 
producers of the current affairs programmes, (operational) producers of 
news, the manager répertoriai, the manager of sports news, the operation 
news directors and the administrative policy and supervisory staff from 
the directorate, i.e. the Director, the Deputy and ADN. This board meets 
daily except at weekends (Saturday and Sunday) to evaluate the previous 
day's output, and plan the forthcoming ones. It sometimes discusses in 
detail the strategy expected for the presentation of certain news items 
or programmes, although it recognises the individual producer/reporter 
as the final judge.

C h allen g es  o f  News P ro d u c tio n s

There is no rigid approach to news gathering but the underlying 
interests which informed the setting up of the organisation are not 
overlooked. The legal instrument establishing the NTA spells out certain 
responsibilities which have guided the operation of the Directorate.

The Directorate would like to be seen as tackling/presenting items which 
interest the audience, by telling them about themselves, their 
environment, their problems and aspirations. The output of the 
Directorate is supposed to be geared towards enlarging the viewers' 
understanding of themselves, and the community in which they live.

It also confirms that it promotes government policy and tries to 
increase viewer understanding of government policy. Although the charge 
that it's performance can be equated to that of a public relations
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service of the government is denied, the description of its duties 
confirms this.

According to the Deputy Director of News
'news is not uncritically reported. Critical evaluations of 
government policy is aired at times. However, there are 
occasions when there is a clash, conflicting demands of 
various interest groups. Government as proprietor, is a very 
powerful interest group, and this must be and is considered.
This reality is an acknowledged and acclaimed source of 
disillusion for young reporters who find it hard to 
compromise between the purely professional attitude and the 
above perception of the proprietor.'

Other problems which were identified as constraints to the performance 
of the Directorate are imposed from social structure within which the 
organisation has to operate. Lack of telephone services, efficient 
transport system, reliable electricity supply, efficient record keeping, 
an inadequate library service are all realities that the newsrooms have 
to live with.

These obstacles to the progress of the organisation provide an 
environment for slackness in the operational staff. They are a ready 
ruse for the slothful, unwilling and ill-motivated staff to hide behind, 
and the excuse is made more plausible by the much celebrated constraints 

of funds -

Despite its enviable position as the originator of the regular daily 
programmes which 'capture' the entire audience, including that of the 
state-owned stations, inadequacy of funds is still an issue of 
contention. This is so much that it has resorted to the much loathed 
commercial news and other 'aggressive' revenue generating drives.
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Commercial news refers to those items which are identified as having 
(commercial) value to the subject - promotional elements which the 
subject can benefit from. This is irrespective of the benefit that the 
audience might derive from the knowledge of such information. Such items 
are, therefore, not carried except the subject pays the reckoned rate.

What this has meant in practice is that such items, because they hold 
the promise of a contribution to the well-being of the station, and thus 
the staff, tend to get coverage. This is to the neglect of those items 
which do not fall within such categories, as broadcast time, unlike 
newspaper pages, is inelastic. In other words, news is becoming more and 
more, with such practices, a voice of those who can afford to pay - 
government agencies, big businesses and rich individuals. This is so, 
even if what they have to say is not as relevant as what else could be 
said.

Even when there is money, there are other problems which hamper daily 
operations of the News Directorate. This is better illustrated later as 
they are expatiated upon in the discussions of the operations of the 
other producing directorate.

The News Directorate pays lipservice to the fact that its news programme 
is meant for everybody - the entire Nigerian populace - people in 
business; in the rural areas; sports; women; and other special interest 
groups are meant to be served.

In d eed , a l l  s t a t i o n s  a re  m andated to  hook up to  th e  netw ork  f o r  th e  

n a t io n a l  news a t  9 .00  p.m . The D ir e c to r a te  re c o g n ise s  t h a t  i t s  m arket i s  

wide and v a r ie d  and i t  i s  o f th e  o p in io n  t h a t  th ey  a r e  a l l  s e rv e d .
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The instances of the regular 'Business Report' on the Friday newscast 
geared towards the business community; the discontinued rural news; the 
specialised Tonight at Nine for the 'intelligentsia' and the general 
interest human approach to the news, as featured in the Sunday evening 
Newsline are cited.

The Directorate aims to inform, to create awareness, as well as stem the 
tide of undesirable traits. It is supposed to be a general service, 
non-discriminatory in its appeal. But what obtains in day-to-day 
practice, is that audience interests, as with news items are juggled and 
'balanced' against operational and other interest. This is exemplified 
by the following excerpt from an interview with a (director level) 
producer of news.
Q. When you say you try to include something for everybody, does

that mean you try to include a news item for the different 
segment in the audience or do you in your treatment of each 
item take into consideration the different segments?

A. No you can't do that for each item because it might not
relate to everybody. We try to include something for 
everybody and from everybody. You know proper communication 
is a two-way, should be a two-way thing so whilst we are 
carrying information for people in the rural area we also 
bring things from the rural areas to remind them or let them 
know what is going on whether it be government level or on 
the very personal level of some festival in some village that 
the man in Maiduguri (north) may not know about which is 
taking place in Owerri (east).

Q. But in terms of priority if you had a choice...?
A. It will be that which is more national, something that

affects most people. We take it from the national down like 
that.

The self-admission does suggest that news is far from being meant for 
everybody. In fact, this deduction is confirmed in other subtle ways. 
The selection and treatment of the stories and issues also
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indicate/delineate the boundaries of the audience to be served. A heavy
reliance on specialists to discuss, explain, predict patterns was
observed at the editorial meeting. This practice was not denied but the
need for it was explained:

'Because broadcasters are not supposed to hold opinions, they 
need to find resource persons who can articulate their 
thoughts. Though acknowledged as a jack of all trades, the 
broadcaster - by inviting resource persons - accepts that 
they are more knowledgeable and so better qualified to 
explain, interpret or predict events.'

These resource persons tend to be publicly recognised persons of stature 
who can be acceptable. This tends to overshadow the other criteria which 
the station consider in selecting them; their ability to express 
themselves (communicate) on television. This is the quest for 
credibility and clarity. However, in the bid to meet the demands of 
deadline, and speed up production, the same group of resource persons 
are used repeatedly.

The limited private sector in the Nigerian economy, the relevance of 
their experiences to the information of interest; the easy access of 
certain academics and journalists to such; make these groups a ready 
pool of resource persons. This makes the news highly predictable. It 
also gives the news an image of exclusivity.

The Directorate is less inhibited in eliminating certain categories of 
audiences from its considerations in other news (that is other than the 
newscasts) and current affairs programmes. It is simply assumed that 
they cannot understand or contribute meaningfully to the debate. No 
attempts are made to involve them. There is the unapologetic stance that 
concerns of politics of governance and economics, (global, regional.
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national) which are discussed are matters for the intelligentsia, not

the masses.

According to the Deputy Director of National News
'The audience of news in the generic sense is anyone, from 
policymaker to peasant farmer to local artisan. Yet there are 
a number of sub audiences within the large audience. The 
largest and most significant is, of course, the elites, the 
middle and the high income group ... So, while news is 
designed for the entire audience the elite and non-elite, 
current affairs programme is for the more politically 
inclined section of the population. Those who are interested 
in knowing about national issues, who tend to be concerned 
about policies and the effect of policies on the group to 
which they belong, on them as individuals, on their business 
interests, if they are business men, on their future within 
the scheme of things, within the economy if they are members 
of the labour union or bureaucrats.
So current affairs programmes are designed for that category 
of audience and they tend to be professionals, businessmen, 
members of the labour unions, bureaucrats and the like, 
students and so on.
They are the kind of people we design current affairs 
programmes for but news is for the generality of the audience 
who have access to television.'

Research findings are often referred to as jus' tification for such 
positions that are held. But often the term research is used so loosely 
that it could also cover a street corner journalistic inquiry, or such 
efforts which merely confirm hunches. As a result, planning stands the 
risk of being premised on exaggerations or misleading assumptions which 
could frustrate the most carefully planned programme decisions.

The Newsroom
The News Directorate is pretty much centred around the newsroom. There 
is a corps of reporters at headquarters whose job it is to gather news. 
They used to operate on the basis of specialisation with reporters being 
attached to specific desk including sports. Although this was officially 
discontinued at a time, in practice it has remained, even till now. In
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addition, there are producers for the currents affairs programmes.

The stations/production centres send input to the newsroom, by way of 
produced news stories. When deemed necessary a team is sent from the 
centre to the remote areas to cover an event. Otherwise a large
proportion of the news and news-related programmes begin and end within 
the centre. This also tends to determine boundaries of the interested 
audience.

The Directorate of Programmes - An Octopus
The Programme D ir e c to r a te  i s ,  no d o u b t, th e  most v i s i b l e  o f th e  s ix  

D ir e c to r a te s  o f th e  netw ork . I t  i s  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  a l l  th e  non-news

programm ing a c t i v i t i e s  o f th e  a u th o r i ty .  T h is  amounts to  abou t 12.5 

h o u rs  o f  netw ork  programming w eekly . About 41.6 p e r  c e n t  o f th e s e  

programmes a re  f e a tu re d  a t  prim e tim e , t h a t  i s  betw een 8 .00  and 9 .00  

p.m .

The o th e r  programm es, though n o t f e a tu r e d  a t  g e n e ra l p rim e tim e , a r e  

s t r a t e g i c a l l y  ta rg e te d  to  re a c h  t h e i r  in te n d e d  a u d ien ce  a t  th e  most

o p p o rtu n e  t im e s . There a re  f iv e  30 -m inu te  programmes f o r  c h i ld r e n  and 

y ou th  a u d ie n c e s  in  th e  6 .30 to  7 .00  p.m . s t r i p .  T here a r e  a ls o  th e

fo rm al te a c h in g  programmes; I n s t r u c t i o n a l  T e le v is io n  (ITV) s t r ip p e d  

a c ro s s  th e  sc h e d u le  fo r  NTA s t a t i o n s  from  4 .30  to  5 .00  p.m . on w eekdays.

With such responsibilities, it is, almost easily, the Directorate with 
the widest reaching tentacles. Its structure has witnessed so many 
changes over the years, that some staff are caught not being sure what 
exactly is going on.
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The Directorate is presently headed by the only female director in the 
authority. She is supposed to be assisted by two Deputy Directors but at 
the time of the study, only one had been appointed. She thus had the 
(added) responsibility of the second deputy.

The Directorate is divided into four departments, each headed by an 
Assistant Director. These report to the Director through the Deputies 
(where applicable and possible). Although they are placed higher on 
administrative hierarchy than the managers supervising staff from the 
service departments (Chief Engineer, Chief Technical Officer, Manager 
Commercial, Manager Administration and so on), and although in reality 
they oversee the work of such managers, the official line of 
communication makes those accountable to their own Directorates, and 
then to the Director of Programmes, sometimes through the Deputy - just 
as the Assistant Directors themselves. Besides being a strain on the 
Director's schedule, this raises the question of effective control in 
operations.

The need for the director to get personally involved in the supervision 
of such aspects of the operation has been described as an attempt at 
empire building. This representation expresses the disgruntlement among 
some staff who feel edged out by their inability to suck up to the 
powers that be. The validity of that position has not been accepted or 
queried. What is important, in that opinion, is the recognition of an 
intrusion of personalities, on the execution of the job.

There are other parties/people which recognise the necessity for such an 
arrangement.
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Q. Is that (refusal of directors generally, to delegate
authority) because they are in more sensitive offices?

A. Well that is true really but the problem is because we are in
a sick country. There are no clear policies. Not that there 
are no policies, but because these are bent all the time. So 
you must see everything to know if the policy is to be bent 
at that time...
We tried to structure the Programmes department in a modern 
way. You know we tried to develop the Producers Code of 
Conduct, the VTR man, the directors - each was to have his 
own code. These things cannot be found easily in this 
organisation. I doubt that it is on any file anywhere, except 
if individuals kept personal copies and with this exodus of 
staff and general lack of contentment where will you find
such?

Already the above hints at the mood prevalent in the Directorate - the 
nonchalance; rivalry; antagonism; back-biting and general lack of 
contentment that envelope the operations of the Programmes Directorate 
and indeed the TV industry in general.

The Directorate of Programmes has been described by some as the engine 
room of the authority, and this is seen in the operations of its four 
departments.

Planning and Development
The Planning and Development Department is the largest, it is charged 
with the responsibility of regulating and monitoring policy. This it 
does through its various divisions - Research, Documentation, Regulation 
and Planning.

R esearch

The Research division is supposed to monitor the performance of stations 
under the umbrella of the authority. This sort of monitoring has ceased 
for some years now.
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'We used to have a proper monitoring outfit at the instance 
of the DP herself but the efforts were frustrated... We used 
to have monitoring officers from headquarters go into 
different towns unannounced, check into hotels and monitor 
reception as a viewer and not as the station had transmitted.
After a period of about three days the officer will report to 
the station he had been monitoring, first to confirm that he 
was there and then come back with the report.
We used to care even about language, about technical quality 
and also quality of content but we came up against so many 
obstacles.
We used to have the stations monitor themselves and send in 
monthly reports. We had standard monitoring paper which I 
could have given you a sample of but I doubt it can be found 
anywhere now... They were real broadsheets, properly printed 
and could not have been missed. They were stacked in half of 
a Portacabin and they disappeared. The people who ;moved into 
the office claim they saw it, but assumed someone moved it 
into some store. We searched all the stores, there was no 
such thing there.
Someone must have sold these to a groundnut seller because I 
can't think of what else was done with them....'

The detailed account above has been presented to illustrate the attitude
to this aspect of the department's job. This unit was to see if the NTA
codes were being adhered to in the programming output.

'We monitor before and after transmission and the general 
purpose was to ensure that the programmes keep the NTA 
objectives.
They look for anything vulgar, indecent exposure, errors in 
transmission.
Stations are usually queried but nothing really works. There 
are a million and one excuses. It was like a waste of time.'

It did seem like a waste of time as there was such antagonism generated 
by the operations. The results of such efforts, even then could not be 
implemented. It was not surprising that this was so, seeing the focus of 
the research could easily be mistaken for a witch-hunt. In the light of 
the many frustrations experienced all round, the extra pressure was not 
welcome. Little wonder then the system did not endure, especially as
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those involved felt victimised at critical times in their career.

'My invo lvem en t in  th e  m o n ito rin g  e x e rc is e s  a f f e c te d  me a t  
p rom otion  tim e . GMs had ta k en  i t  p e r s o n a lly  t h a t  I  had 
q u e r ie d  t h e i r  s t a t i o n  so  they  l i k e  ( s ic )  had a chance to  pay 
me back  d u rin g  th e  prom otion  in te rv ie w  -  as  soon a s  I  had 
been asked  what my p re v io u s  d u t ie s  were and I  in c lu d e d  
m o n ito rin g  . . . '

T h is  was how unpopu la r th e  o p e ra t io n  was i r r e s p e c t iv e  o f how e f f e c t iv e  |

i t  cou ld  have been . The NTA i s  n o t i s o la t e d  in  t h i s  a i lm e n t .  T here i s  i

s t i l l  a d i s t r u s t  and myopic view o f c r i t i c i s m s  in  th e  l a r g e r  s o c ia l  

s t r u c t u r e ,  w ith in  which th e  NTA fu n c tio n s .  R esearch  f in d in g s ,  which a re  

c r i t i c a l ,  a r e  n o t alw ays c o n s id e re d  c o n s t r u c t iv e .

The im p lic a t io n  o f  a l l  th e s e  i s  to  be viewed a g a in s t  th e  re a so n  w hich 

n e c e s s i t a te d  th e  re s e a rc h  e f f o r t  i n i t i a l l y  -  in  o th e r  w ords th e  means 

f o r  hav ing  in form ed  p o l i c i e s .

Acquisition
The D epartm ent o f A c q u is i t io n  i s  a n o th e r  which h as  a t t r a c t e d  some 

m e asu re  o f  c r i t i c i s m .  I t  i s  th e  one r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a c q u i r i n g  

programmes, b o th  lo c a l  and fo re ig n ,  f o r  th e  a u th o r i ty .  A ll programmes 

p ro cu red  by any member o f th e  a u th o r i ty  i s  done th ro u g h  t h i s  d ep a rtm en t. 

T h is  a s p e c t  o f  th e  o p e ra t io n  i s  d is c u s s e d  in  g r e a te r  d e t a i l  l a t e r .

The P lan n in g  and Development d iv i s io n  i s  a l s o  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  s c h e d u lin g  

netw ork programmes in c lu d in g  th o se  from th e  News D ir e c to r a te .  T h is  i s  

d is c u s s e d  in  g r e a t e r  d e t a i l  e lsew h ere .
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Documentât ion
The L ib ra ry  i s  w ith in  th e  d iv i s io n .  A part from s to r in g  programmes, th e  

l i b r a r y  i s  a ls o  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  copy ing  and d i s t r i b u t i n g  o f th e  

c e n t r a l ly - a c q u i r e d  programm es. T his i s  no mean f e a t  c o n s id e r in g  th e  

number o f  s t a t i o n s  w ith in  th e  a u th o r i ty ,  th e  number o f programmes, th e  

number o f  e p iso d e s  which have to  be dubbed and d i s t r i b u t e d .  In  some 

c a s e s ,  b ecau se  of th e  i n e f f e c t i v e  netw ork  tra n s m is s io n , programmes - 

which ought to  be r e c e iv e d  v ia  s a t e l l i t e  -have to  be dubbed from

h e a d q u a r te rs  and s e n t  p h y s ic a l ly  to  th e  s t a t i o n s .  T h is  i s  e s p e c ia l ly  

w ith  r e g a rd  to  th e  s t a t e s  in  th e  f a r  n o r th e rn  p a r t s  o f th e  c o u n try . T h is  

means t h a t  such  s t a t i o n s  t r a n s m it  e p iso d e s  which a re  a week l a t e r  th a n  

th o se  n e a re r  th e  c e n tre  w ith  b e t t e r  r e c e p t io n  of s a t e l l i t e  tr a n s m is s io n .

The jo b  of th e  l i b r a r y  i s  made no l e s s  easy  by th e  inadequacy  o f 

f u n c t io n a l  equipm ent; VCRs and e d i t in g  s u i t e s .  The l i b r a r y  i s  housed in  

P o r ta c a b in s .  I t  i s  l i t t l e  wonder t h a t  th e  l i b r a r y  w ith  i t s  problem s

can n o t o f f e r  b e t t e r  s e rv ic e s  o r  be more r e l i a b l e .

There i s ,  a l s o ,  la c k in g  a book o r  docum entation  l i b r a r y  t h a t  can

f a c i l i t a t e  th e  r e s e a r c h  w h ich  p r o d u c e r s  r e q u i r e  f o r  ev en  r o u t i n e  

p ro d u c tio n , y e t th e  d iv i s io n  i s  a l s o  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  r e s e a rc h  and

s c r ip t i n g  f o r  netw ork programmes in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  a lth o u g h  i t  co u ld  and 

does o f f e r  h e lp  to  o th e r  NTA s t a t i o n s .

Programme id e a s  which a re  b ro u g h t to  th e  a u th o r i ty  a r e  d ev eloped  h e re .  

Such id e a s  c o u ld  be meant f o r  n a t io n a l  o r  lo c a l  au d ien ces  a lth o u g h  th o s e  

fo r  lo c a l  au d ien ces  a re  u s u a l ly  s e n t  to  th e  s t a t e s  f o r  developm ent. A 

n o ta b le  netw ork programme among o th e rs  had developed in  t h i s  m anner. 

Behind th e  C louds had been an id e a  o f f e r e d  to  th e  a u th o r i ty  by a ( th en )
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h ig h  sch o o l g ra d u a te , a te e n a g e r  who was a w a it in g  ad m issio n  in to  a 

h ig h e r  c o l le g e .

The q u a r t e r ly  m eeting  o f a l l  NTA manager programmes to  a s s e s s  g e n e ra l 

perfo rm ance  i s  a n o th e r  forum where id e a s  a re  g e n e ra te d , which a re  

dev e lo p ed  in to  programmes. T h is  m eeting  i s  a l s o  used  to  r e in f o r c e  

g u id e l in e s  on p o l i c i e s  t h a t  have to  be fo llo w e d /a d h e re d  to .

Projects (and Social Mobilisation)
The P r o je c t  Development D epartm ent com prises  i th e  P r o je c t  d iv i s io n  and 

th e  S o c ia l M o b ilis a tio n  d iv i s io n .  These a re  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  o rg a n is in g  

w o rk sh o p s , s e m in a r s ,  an d  th e  n a t i o n a l  t e l e v i s i o n  f e s t i v a l s  o r  

c o m p e tit io n s .  One : such f e s t i v a l , i s  e x c lu s iv e  to  NTA s t a t i o n s  w h ils t  

th e  o th e r  i s  open to  a l l  t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n s ,  a s  w e ll a s  independen t 

p ro d u c e rs  in  th e  c o u n try .

Such a c t i v i t i e s  a re  seen  a s  an encouragem ent o f c r e a t i v i t y  and prom otion 

o f e x c e l le n c e .  I t  i s  c e r t a in l y  an e f f o r t  a t  g e t t in g  th e  t e l e v i s io n  

in d u s try  in  N ig e r ia  as  a whole d ev e lo p ed . The fo ra  c o n s t i t u t e  an avenue 

f o r  acknow ledged r e c o g n i t io n  and as such  a re  no d o u b t, so u rc e s  of 

m o tiv a t io n . M oreover, th e y  a re  so u rc e s  o f programming m a te r ia l  and 

id e a s .  Many r e g u la r  programmes were f i r s t  p re s e n te d  as  s p e c ia l s  in  t h i s  

ty p e  of forum . For th e  p e r io d  of th e  f e s t i v a l ,  th e  norm al programme 

sc h e d u le  i s  suspended to  g iv e  way to  th e  s p e c ia l s .

The A s s is ta n t  D ire c to r  P r o je c t s  i s  r e a l l y  more o f a l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  and 

o r g a n is e r .  Her sch ed u le  e n t a i l s  l i a i s o n  and c o n t r a c tu a l  r e l a t i o n s ;  

l i a i s o n  w ith  governm ent and even in t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s .  She o rg a n is e s ,  

f o r  exam ple, to  have NTA programmes e n te re d  f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  programmes
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c o m p e tit io n s .  I t  does app ea r t h a t  th e r e  i s  an o v e r la p  in  h e r  sc h ed u le  

and th a t  o f o th e r  f u n c t io n a r ie s  in  th e  a u th o r i ty .  T h is  o v e r la p  i s  n o t 

ty p ic a l  to  h e r  a re a  a lo n e , i t  seems to  be c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  th e  o th e r  

d ep a rtm en ts  a s  w e ll ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  th e  fo llo w in g  two, to  be d is c u s s e d , 

whose d u t i e s  som etim es app ea r to  o v e r la p  th e  News (and C u rre n t A f f a i r s )  

D ir e c to r a te .

P u b lic  E n lig h ten m en t and E n te r ta in m e n t d ep artm en ts  a re  th e  two which a re  

most d i r e c t l y  in v o lv ed  in  p ro d u c tio n  o f programmes.

Enlightenment Department
P u b lic  e n lig h te n m e n t co v e rs  th e  a re a s  t h a t  in c lu d e  d o c u m e n ta rie s , p a n e l 

d is c u s s io n s ,  cam paigns, a l l  s p e c ia l  c o v e ra g e s , and th e  b ro a d c a s t  o f a l l  

Grade A program m es. These a re  th e  'governm ent must t e l l '  s t o r i e s ,  

p r e s i d e n t i a l  a d d re s s e s  to  th e  n a t io n ,  budget sp eech e s , n a t io n a l  day 

p a ra d e s , and th e  l i k e  a re  h and led  h e re .

The d e p a r tm e n t ' s sch ed u le  a l s o  in c lu d e s  th e  p la n n in g  and p ro d u c tio n  o f 

i n s t r u c t i o n a l  t e l e v i s i o n  p ro g ram m es; ( l e s s  f o r m a l ly  s t r u c t u r e d )  

e d u c a tio n a l  f i l l e r s ;  j i n g l e s ;  and such  programmes t h a t  a re  used  to  

h ig h l ig h t  and convey g o v e rn m e n t/p u b lic  i n t e r e s t  -  Expanded Programme on 

Im m unisation ; Campaign A g a in s t Drug Abuse, I n d i s c ip l in e ;  Campaign f o r  

P a tr io t is m  and such .

A lthough n o t s p e l t  o u t in  th e  jo b  sc h e d u le , th e  A s s is ta n t  D ire c to r  in  

E n l ig h te n m e n t  h a s  l o t s  o f  l i a i s o n  t o  do w ith  th e  g o v e rn m e n t and  

governm ent o f f i c i a l s .  I f  he h as  to  g e t  t h e i r  s to ry  t o ld ,  he has to  work 

c lo s e ly  w ith  them . In  t h i s  r e g a rd , th e  jo b  appears  s im i la r  to  t h a t  o f  

th e  News programmes, and C u rre n t A f f a i r s  d ep artm en ts  o f  th e  News
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d i r e c t o r a t e .

Indeed , th e r e  a re  such s t r i k i n g  s i m i l a r i t i e s  betw een i t s  fu n c tio n s  and 

th o se  o f th e  P u b lic  E n lig h ten m en t u n i t  o f th e  M in is try  o f In fo rm a tio n , 

o r even th e  F e d e ra l D epartm ent o f Mass M o b ilis a tio n  f o r  Economic 

Recovery and S o c ia l  J u s t i c e  (MAMSER).

It is often hard to tell the difference in the results of their efforts 
as they are all geared towards the same goals.

Entertainment Department
E n te r ta in m e n t D epartm ent i s  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  dramas and 

f e a tu r e s ;  m usic and l i g h t  e n te r ta in m e n t;  c h i ld r e n ;  y o u th  and women 

programmes f o r  netw ork t r a n s m is s io n .  The departm en t has been ca rv e d  o u t 

in to  th r e e  d iv i s io n s  a s  enum erated  above. These d iv i s io n s  a re  headed by 

Managers who r e p o r t  to  th e  A s s is ta n t  D ir e c to r .  R ep o rtin g  to  th e  m anagers 

in  h i e r a r c h ic a l  o rd e r  a re  C o n tr o l le r s ;  P r in c ip a l  O f f ic e r s ;  th e n  O f f ic e r s  

c a d r e  1 an d  2 and  a s s i s t a n t  o f f i c e r s  on th e  b o tto m  r u n g .  (Re|- 6 5 ^., 

T y p ica l O rg a n is a tio n a l  S tr u c tu r e  C h a r t ) .

There is also the Manager Production Services who oversees the unit 
which supplies set designers, props, editing equipment for post
production. Though the equipment is the responsibility of engineering, 
the use of such is organised by the user department.

The Entertainment Department operates on the principle that there must 
be a proper mix of programmes even musicals, that will have a national 
appeal, and further bind the nation together. The big question, yet 
unanswered though, is if there is a need to have such a wide range of
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programming from network before the NTA objective can be met. In 
presenting the federal character in its programming, the NTA reasons 
that it fosters the feeling of acceptance, the sense of belonging to 
every Nigerian irrespective of where he is situated. By so doing it 
assumes that unity is fostered. This reasoning assumes the parochial 
nature of Nigerians and goes overboard to satisfy the otherwise 
'insignificant others'. The question is, if when the cost is counted, 
the effort is worthwhile, especially as there are so many more interests 
which are yet marginalised (the ethnic minorities).

E v o lu tio n  o f  th e  S tru c tu re

The structure of the Programmes Directorate has been informed by, and it 
reflects the NTA objectives. It is thus not surprising that it is so 
unwieldy. It has in fact undergone several revisions over the years and 
this reflects the instability in the overall approach to management of 
the authority - all in a bid to find the most effective means of 
delivering the goods.

What is now known as the Programme Directorate used to be National 
Programmes. The Director of Programmes then was responsible for 
producing, along with the zonal directors, programmes for national 
consumption. Whilst the zonal directors had programmes emerging from 
within the linguistic zones which the authority carved out for its 
administrative and operational purposes, the Director of Programmes at 
the National Television Production Centre (NTPC) produced programmes 
with national appeal. The DP reported to the Managing Director of the 
NTPC. NTPC also incorporated the other two stations which were meant for 
'federal' audiences as were to be found in Lagos, the federal capital.
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Those days w ere n o t w ith o u t t h e i r  p rob lem s; la c k in g  c o -o rd in a t io n  f o r  

exam ple, such  a s  a ro s e  from je a lo u s ie s  and in te r -d e p a r tm e n ta l  r i v a l r y .

With th e  m etam orphosis t h a t  has  ta k e n  p la c e ,  h as  em erged, th e  e a r l i e r

d e s c r ib e d  s t r u c t u r e .  T hat in  i t s e l f  was a v ery  r e c e n t  developm ent in  th e

h is to r y  o f th e  D ir e c to r a te  a s  i t  had o n ly  been im plem ented f o r  a co u p le  

o f months a t  th e  tim e of g a th e r in g  d a ta  f o r  th e  s tu d y .

What had o b ta in e d  im m ediate ly  p r io r  to  th e  p e r io d  was r e a l l y  q u i t e  

s i m i l a r .  The m ain  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  h ad  s i n c e  b een  a 

r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n  o f th e  a u t h o r i t y ' s  o p e r a t i o n s ,  r e s u l t i n g  in  th e

com pressing  of th e  h i t h e r to  s ix  d ep artm en ts  in to  fo u r . T h is  sim ply  meant 

t h a t  r a t h e r  th a n  h av ing  s ix  A s s is ta n t  D ir e c to r s  th e r e  a r e  now fo u r  who 

sh a re  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  th e r e  would have been f o r  th e  e x t r a  two.

One o f th e  r e s u l t s  o f such  f re q u e n t changes i s  th e  gen u in e  co n fu s io n  in  

th e  minds o f s t a f f  ab o u t th e  o r g a n is a t io n  in  w hich th e y  worked. Q u ite  a 

number o f NTA s t a f f  were ig n o ra n t a t  th e  tim e o f th e  s tu d y , o f th e

c u r r e n t  o r g a n is a t io n a l  s t r u c t u r e .  Each p e rso n  en c o u n te re d , knew to  whom 

he r e p o r te d  and som etim es was n o t q u i t e  s u re  who was to  r e p o r t  to  him . 

T his was n o t th e  ca se  a t  d i r e c t o r ,  i . e .  to p  management, l e v e l .  Even 

th e n , i t  was som etim es d i f f i c u l t  f o r  d i r e c t o r  le v e l  s t a f f  to  speak on 

what goes on in  s e c to r s  o th e r  th a n  h i s  own. The la p s e  in  t h i s  can o n ly  

be a p p re c ia te d  in  th e  know ledge of th e  programme p ro d u c tio n  p ro c e s s , 

whereby a p ro d u c tio n  team i s  p u lle d  from v a r io u s  u n i t s ,  w ith  members 

a c c o u n ta b l e  t o  d i f f e r e n t  p e o p le .  E n f o r c in g  d i s c i p l i n e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  

r e q u ir e s  a knowledge o f th e  w orkings w ith in  th e  v a r io u s  d e p a r tm e n ts .

S ta f f  te n d  to  r e ly  on t h e i r  p e rs o n a l e x p e r ie n c e s  and more so on

66



information which they gather from the 'official grapevine'. Some times 
what they see, on which they base their actions, constitutes incomplete 
pieces of information.

As a result, a lot of policies and decisions cannot be explained by even
senior staff. 'I don't know', 'Don't ask me' are responses which ring
the note of despair.

'There have been a lot of changes, costumes and set design 
used to be under which AD now? (pause) But they have been 
moved around. In fact they have only been moved again a 
couple of weeks ago because the workload was too much (for 
the AD).'

A critique of the Programmes Directorate may be seen as one of the 
authority as a whole. One of the reasons why the Programmes Directorate 
is so large and top heavy is because of the problems that authority has 
had with the hiring and promotion of staff.

'The problem with staffing is that civil service structure'.

Staffing - An Endemic Problem
The procedure for staff appointment has from the onset been 
questionable. Julie Coker lays claim to being the first female TV 
newscaster in Africa. The following is her account of how she was 
recruited. She had dropped out of high school in her fourth form to have 
a baby and had thereafter won a beauty contest which shot her to public 
fame.

'It was Justice Ighodaro who took me to Chief Tony Enahoro's 
office. Chief Enahoro was then the Minister of Information in 
the West. At his office, we were told that he was away to 
London to sign the contract for television equipment and 
technical experts. Justice ighodaro, therefore, decided to 
take me directly to the General Manager of WNTV, Mr Mathers.
When we got to the WNTV studio at Agodi, the reception was 
rousing. Everybody wanted to see the Honourable Minister of 
Justice. I was overwhelmed with joy. I immediately knew that 
I was already employed. How can they turn down the Minister's 
request after such a welcome.
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The expected moment came. We had an audience with Mr Mathers. 
When he asked me the job I would like to apply for, I said I 
would be happy to be a receptionist [sic]. Justice Ighodaro 
objected to my intention to be a receptionist. He argued that 
I had got all it took to become a good
Presenter/Announcer, good command of English language,
elocution, diction, photographic memory and was photogenic. 
The interview was conducted here and then. I was, however, 
offered the job of a Receptionist because there was no 
vacancy in the Presentation Department.
Later on that evening Justice Ighodaro's sister-in-law, Mrs 
Taiwo Shariff, who is also my paternal Auntie became 
interested in the matter.
Having been previously married to an Englishman who happened 
to be a personal friend to Mr Mathers, she encouraged me not 
to give up on presentation and further promised to take me to 
the Managing Director even though an interview had already
been conducted. Today, when I look back, I have a lot to be
grateful to her for.

Again this is a case not peculiar to the NTA, but true of a lot of other
establishments. Recruitment particularly in the political era was based
more on connections than on the suitability of qualifications of the
staff. It is common knowledge that the issue of staffing has become an
endemic problem. As one General Manager lamented

’Take the headquarters for example, it is over-staffed. Now, 
invariably, we have to contend with their cast offs. Imagine 
a station that is supposed to be the showcase of the nation 
may be made to be the dumping ground. We do reject the staff 
that we receive occasionally, but what that amounts to is 
that we maintain the vacancy that exists.'

In the hey-days of civilian politics, the powers that be had outdone 
themselves, facilitating, if not directly authorising the recruitment of 
staff. This in itself was a power game as well as it was a strategy to 
maintain power. The problem, however, did not disappear with them when 
they left. The stations were beset with the problem of what to do with 
the staff. The appointments could not be terminated without reason; even 
though they came in through the back door, they had become legitimate 
staff of the authority.
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One problem  common to  a l l  th e  s t a t i o n  m anagers was th e  s h e e r  amount t h a t

was needed to  be sp en t on p e rso n a l em oluments and s t a f f  w e lfa re  -

h o s p i ta l  b i l l s  fo r  dependan ts  of s t a f f ,  f o r  exam ple. Y et, th e s e  s t a f f

w ere n o t alw ays b e n e f i c ia l  to  th e  s t a t i o n .

There a r e  s t a t i o n s  w ith  a s t a f f  s t r e n g th  o f  ov er 200 y e t  th e  one w hich 

i s  most com m ercially  v ia b le  has on ly  a s t a f f  s t r e n g th  o f  43. NTA-2, 

Channel 5, i s  an i l l u s t r a t i o n  th a t  w ith  th e  r i g h t  management approach , a 

s t a t i o n  need  n o t be la rg e  and unw ieldy to  be  com m ercially  e f f e c t i v e .

In  an in te rv ie w  w ith  T e le v is io n  J o u rn a l  (Ju ly /S ep tem b er, 1985) Dr 

K olade, chairm an  o f th e  f e d e ra l  governm ent a p p o in ted  com m ittee on th e  

r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n  o f th e  NTA n o te d  th a t  h i s  com m ittee found a need f o r  th e  

NTA s t a f f  s t r e n g th  to  be trimmed down, com m ensurate w ith  i t s  p ro p e r  

a c t i v i t i e s .

COK: T hat mean a re d u c tio n  from 9 ,700 to  ab o u t 5,000

T J : Was fu n d in g  th e  a u th o r i ty  form [ in  a] p a r t  o f th e  b a s i s  fo r
r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n

COK: We found t h a t  th e  governm ent was t a lk in g  to  NTA abou t le v e ls  
o f su b s id y  and annual le v e l  o f su b s id y  in  th e  re g io n  o f  N66m 
and a lre a d y  th e  p re v io u s  y e a r th e  NTA p e rs o n a l em oluments was 
in  e x c e ss  o f N60m.

S ta f f  w ere u s u a l ly  n o t t r a in e d  fo r  t e l e v i s i o n  a t  th e  p o in t  o f e n t ry .  The 

d e f i n i t i o n  o f t h e i r  fu n c tio n s  were am biguous and th e  q u a l i ty  o f t h e i r  

in p u t was q u e s t io n a b le .  T h e ir  e x p e r ie n c e s  were n o t u s e f u l  enough f o r  

them to  be sa d d led  w ith  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  The s t a t i o n s  th u s  had to  seek  

h e lp , som etim es from o u ts id e ,  to  t r a i n  them , o r  th ey  l e a r n t  to  l i v e  w ith  

t h e i r  in c o m p e te n c e . As th o u g h  t h i s  p ro b le m  w ere  n o t  en o u g h , t h e  

' l i a b i l i t i e s ’ p re s e n te d  o th e r  c o m p lic a tio n s .  Because such  s t a f f  were 

o f te n  's a c r e d  cows' who were w ell co n n ec ted  in  h ig h  p la c e s ,  e n fo rc in g
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d i s c i p l i n e  on them was n o t alw ays p o s s ib le .  Worse s t i l l ,  th e y  te n d  to  be 

upw ardly m obile w ith  speed .

The p o l i t i c a l  u n d e r to n e s /o r ie n ta t io n  i n  p rom otion  (and appo in tm en t) 

e x e r c i s e s  w hereby  a q u o ta  r e f l e c t i n g  f e d e r a l  c h a r a c t e r  i s  to  b e  

o b se rv ed , opens th e  way fo r  younger r e c r u i t s  to  su p erced e  t h e i r  s e n io r s ,  

who in v a r ia b ly  happen to  be from some o th e r  p a r t s  -  u s u a l ly  th e  s o u th . 

The so u th  by v i r t u e  o f i t s  h i s to r y ,  h av in g  more o ld e r  s t a t i o n s  has more 

e x p e rie n c e d  p e rso n n e l.

T h is system  a ls o  le a v e s  th e  lo o p h o le  f o r  r e a l  o r im agined  fa v o u r i t is m  

and n ep o tism , which b rough t in  th e  's a c r e d  co w s ', to  t h r i v e  and see  them 

th ro u g h  to  h ig h  p la c e s .  As a r e s u l t  o f  prom oting such m e d io c r ity , th e  

e n th u s ia s m  o f o th e r  s t a f f  i s  dam pened , t h e i r  m o ra le  i s  low and  

commitment w anes. These a re  m a n ife s te d  in  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  and d i f f e r e n t  

m anners. I t  has in  i t s e l f ,  c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  n e a r  mass r e s ig n a t io n  o f 

s t a f f  in  some s t a t i o n s .  In  such  in s ta n c e s ,  t h i s  on ly  le a v e s  room f o r  

such  m e d io c r ity  to  wax even s tro n g e r ,  u n ch a llen g e d .

The problem  w ith  s t a f f i n g  i s  t h a t ,  i t  h i t s  p ro d u c tio n  w here i t  h u r t s

m ost. As one p ro d u cer who had j u s t  re s ig n e d  s a id

'M ost of th e  p eo p le  in  th e  s e r v ic in g  a re a s  a re  in c o m p e te n t.
They u s u a l ly  a re  r e l a t i v e s  o f th e  h ig h ly  p la c e d  o r  w e ll 
co n n ec ted  who sim ply  g e t  th e  jo b  b ecau se  th ey  need  a jo b  n o t 
b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  q u a l i f i e d  o r  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d .  T hey , 
th e r e f o r e ,  c a n ' t  a p p re c ia te  what th e  jo b  e n t a i l s . '

The p e r t in e n c e  of th e  above comment can  on ly  be f u l l y  a p p re c ia te d  i f  one 

a c c e p ts  t h a t  TV b ro a d c a s tin g  i s  a demanding v o c a tio n . I t  i s  one w hich 

r e q u i r e s  commitment and f l a i r  i f  one i s  to  be e f f e c t i v e .  One G eneral 

Manager d e s c r ib e d  i t  th u s
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'The job is not just glamour. It’s hard work but a lot of 
people don't see that. They are merely attracted by the 
glamour. Even some of the staff have a hard time reconciling 
both.'

The problem noted here highlights the importance of the service 
departments, which are often not treated as an integral part of the 
production team.

A tt i tu d e s  and  P ro d u c t iv i ty

There a re  b a s i c a l l y  two s tu d io s  a t  th e  V ic to r ia  I s la n d  p rem ises  o f th e  

NTA w hich hou ses  th e  n a t io n a l  D i r e c to r a te s ;  NTA Channel 10, and NTA-2 

Channel 5. B esides  th e se  th e re  a re  m ini s tu d io s  fo r  n e w sc a s ts  and 

c o n t in u i ty  announcem ents.

It is in these studios that the production crew hang around. They do not
have offices, even pool space. They, therefore, rely on the props in the i;
studios to sit on. Usually this calibre of staff do not have respectable 
qualifications.

Defying cultural expectations, even mere courtesy, these staff 
irrespective of their age or skill are often times denied respect.

When asked if he felt he> was appreciated, a set designer with the
authority paused and, after some thought, said

'If you deal with a mature producer, yes. There are some who 
are full of themselves, who try to boss around ... but I 
guess those who know their job, appreciate our work.
Production is teamwork our people do not know that. Some of 
those who exhibit this "big mannism" [sic] attitude are 
ignorant. Here everyone is concerned with titles. There are 
so many titles. It's not like that abroad.'
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T his d is g ru n tla m e n t perm eated  th e  s tu d io  based  crew who o p in e  t h a t  th ey  

c o n t r ib u te  in  no sm all m easure to  th e  f i n a l  p ro d u c t. A ccord ing  to  th e  

s e t  d e s ig n e r ,  h i s  jo b  can  be l ik e n e d  to  t h a t  o f an a r c h i t e c t  o r an 

e n g in e e r .

'P r a c t i c a l l y  th e  a e s th e t i c  a sp e c t of what i s  seen  i s  our 
b u s in e s s .  Add to  t h a t  [ s e t  d e s ig n ] ,  l i g h t in g  and th e n  th e r e  
i s  cam era work.

You se e  th e  p ro d u c e r 's  id e a  i s  as  a naked v i r g in  w hich we 
c lo th e  and make in to  a M iss N ig e r ia  o r  a Mr N ig e r ia  [ i . e .  an 
award w inning b e a u ty ] . T here a re  th e  v a r io u s  s e c t io n s .  Make
up, G rap h ic s , P ro p s, S e t D ec o ra tio n , S e t C o n s tru c tio n . You 
r e q u i r e  a good  t a i l o r ,  a c a r p e n t e r ,  a h a i r d r e s s e r ,  a 
b e a u t ic ia n  o r  make-up p e rso n  who can remove a nose o r  add to  
i t .  '

At some t im e s  t h e  p ro b le m  i s  n o t  j u s t  from  p r o d u c e r s  b u t  from

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and  a n c i l l a r y  s t a f f ,  n o ta b ly  d r i v e r s .  T h e re  was a

c o n s e n s u s  o f  o p in io n  on th e  i n s e n s i t i v i t y  o f a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  and

b u re a u c ra ts  to  t h e i r  c o n t r ib u t io n  to  th e  p l i g h t  of th e  p ro d u c tio n  crew .

'A d m in is tra tio n  has a problem  r e l a t i n g  w ith  u s . They te n d  to  
a c t  l i k e  th ey  a re  th e  b o ss  b u t when you know " I  have th e  n u t ,  
you have th e  screw ", you must c o - o p e r a t e . '

Taking a cue from th e  s e t  d e s ig n e r  who i s  younger, b e t t e r  q u a l i f i e d  and

more c o n f id e n t man, th e  l ig h t in g /a u d io /c a m e ra  crew who had r i s e n  th rough

th e  ra n k , n a r r a te d  s e r i e s  o f  t h e i r  n a s ty  e x p e r ie n c e s , a l l  p o in t in g  to

th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e y  were n o t a p p re c ia te d .

'T h e re  a re  no in c e n t iv e s  h e re .  Those who have c lim bed  up have 
throw n away th e  la d d e r ,  l i k e  th e  t y p i s t  who ro s e  to  be an 
A s s is ta n t  D ire c to r  now re q u e s t in g  fo r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s . '

' I t  i s  a demanding jo b ; no tim e  fo r  s e l f  and fa m ily . A 
s e r io u s  programme c o u ld  keep you in  th e  s tu d io  o v e rn ig h t .
T here i s  no c lo s in g  tim e on t h i s  jo b . A ll you have i s  
re su m p tio n  t i m e . '

'Som etim es we s ta y  h e re  t i l l  1 a.m . The l a s t  r e c o rd in g  o f 
Sunday R endezvous [a n  a u d ie n c e  p a r t i c i p a t o r y  m u s ic a l  
programme -  Soul t r a i n  ty p e ] we were dropped on th e  e x p re ss  
ro ad  a f t e r  th e  re c o rd in g  in  th e  m iddle of th e  n i g h t . '

72



Although the vehicle had been meant to drop the staff off at their homes 
after such a recording particularly at such unholy hours, they had been 
dropped on the highway, for some reasons. One such reason is the 
inadequate number of functional vehicles. Whatever the case though, the 
staff had been shabbily treated by drivers and had even been exposed to 
the possible physical dangers of the night.

Another explanation which could have been projected in that experience
is the driver's self interest as well, and the staff knew this. Yet, in
all of these they could not limit the blame to the individual nuances or
the personality of the drivers alone.

'It's the drivers' fault but management does not do anything 
to help matters.'
'The drivers say it's management.'

It is the nonchalant attitude of the management to their plight as they 
described that provides encouragement for such and all these, they have 
to endure for no more than civil service structured salary and career 
advancement aspirations.

The same lackadaisical attitude which the staff experience is observed 
in the case for the set props and flats. On the whole there is an 
indication of insensitivity to this unit. When appreciation of the 
services is confessed and intended at all, it may well amount to no more
than mere lip service or fleeting seriousness at time of need.

The point of this seeming digression is that the structure of the 
television industry as it obtains now, does not yet recognise as 
priorities, all of those areas which directly contribute to the
programmes that are made. The situation as observed is worse at the

73



State level. The extent and magnitude of such problems are compounded in 
the states by other problems not least of which is availability of 
resources,

According to a producer at an NTA (state) station
'Another problem is that of poor conditions in which tapes 
are stored. It is bad enough that they are used for that
length of time, they are very poorly stored. The temperature
is not right and so on. How can it when air conditioning is 
not assured.'

Bearing in mind the temperature in the tropics, issues as air 
conditioning, which may be taken for granted, become really serious 
contentions.

Remuneration
One of the age long criticisms of the NTA is that it is yet to find a
proper method of rewarding staff. This problem stems from the civil
service structure of remuneration. This criticism is true for the TV
industry in Nigeria as a whole. The following is an unsolicited gripe of
the library officer, although he works in one of the state stations; he
is a veteran in the industry, and his comments captures the facts and
sentiments on broadcasters remuneration in general.

'These are some of the damages that the Udoji harmonisation 
of parastatals and civil service left us with. Here we work 
round the clock to ensure that the promoted programmes are 
transmitted. Even when we are one minute late we must 
apologise. Come rain, come shine, we must be here. Even when 
someone dies, we just must drag him aside and continue. If 
the transmitter packs up, engineers are called out in the 
middle of the night. The most annoying thing is that we don't 
enjoy public holidays.'

Q: Why is that?
'It is because even those whose sets have broken down ensure 
that they are fixed so that they can enjoy good programmes 
over the period, even during the weekend. But there is less
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problem during the week because people are too tired to be 
critical but when people are relaxing at the weekends is the 
time we have to be on our toes. "Igbadun ti yin, wahala ti 
wa" [sic meaning your pleasure is our pressure].
Meanwhile civil servants can push aside their files till the 
next day whereas you must work to meet the schedule. It is 
too late for people like myself, so I may not leave, but it 
is important to know that some jobs are more important than 
others, and let it be reflected in the remuneration. 
Otherwise they will not get people interested in the job.'

In the present system, the producer reaches the bar; after a point in 
his career, he cannot make more money, nor can he be advanced unless an 
administrative type post is created for him. This means that a number of 
talented/creative people have been promoted to 'redundancy'. They are 
saddled with administrative responsibilities, albeit within the 
organisation in recognition of their good work.

Managers, even directors, have been known to confess to being square
pegs in round holes, who would feel better in a place, if left to deal
with real production. The frustration of not being opportuned to 
advance, and the fear of leaving the door ajar for those lacking in the 
production experience to run the show, have proven strong enough
convictions to justify the compromises that such persons had made.

This practice had also become a problem which is not readily admitted. 
It has contributed to the unwÿ|,ldiness of the programmes directorate for 
instance. Having been designed as a producing outfit, there was the 
perceived need to hire so many producers. Before long they were due for 
promotion. After a while, there are only so many who can get moved,
going by the structure. The need to create 'jobs for the boys', 'the 
good boys' had thus arisen. To do that the structure had to be made to 
accommodate them. Little wonder the organisation is top heavy, with

75



congested bottlenecks close to the top.

The limitations of such bureaucratic organisation even permeates how the 
newsroom is structured. For instance, it was reported that the 
organisation and discontinuation of the formal specialisation desks was 
informed partly by such administrative considerations as the number of 
staff on what level. Units are headed by officers of certain level, and 
so the number of available officers on such level determine how many 
units could be had.

There have been many loopholes recognised in the management organisation 
structure; the lines of communication of the authority and these are 
only issues here in as much as they taint the programming output.

The S ta te  S i tu a te d  S ta t io n s

The NTA directorate is almost a model of what obtains in the state 
situated stations. Their objectives and operations are similar except 
that the magnitude of production, and thus of their producing 
departments, all as a result of the size of their target audience vary. 
Whilst one seeks to serve a national audience, the others seek to reach 
the grassroots audience who also vary in the level of urbanisation. 
Their operations are still guided, though, by the same/similar codes.

This observation is most glaring in the organisation of the programmes
department; as it determines the programme output but it is noticeable
in the entire station. A state-based NTA station had by design, the
following expressed plan.

'Our target audience are the ruralites, those at the 
grassroots and those who are so inclined. We do not boast of 
the Victoria Island [i.e. a posh neighbourhood] audience who 
demand sophisticated programmes. We want to educate our
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people on EPI (Expanded Programme on Immunisation) and things 
like that which limits our financial drive.’

The modesty also necessarily limits the ambitions of the engineers, 
their aspirations for the station, more so in the reality of the 
financial situation.

The situation is not much different in the state-government owned 
stations which appear to be scaled down versions of the national 
network. They do not have the influence of ‘ a central super-structure 
which skims off some of their powers and responsibilities as with the 
(federal) NTA state based stations, but they are motivated by similar 
drives.

Though they are more local, they invariably still have the problems of 
serving a 'national' audience. In the first place, the settlement 
pattern is such that populations are hardly homogeneous. Even the 
cultural/socio-linguistic groups as noted earlier cannot claim to be 
really homogeneous. Nigeria is made up of several independent nation 
states, and even the Yoruba speaking peoples share such diverse heritage 
and traits that they very often differ widely. Then, also because the 
stations are government-owned the stations still have similar problems 
to contend with as does the NTA as a whole. These direct the orientation 
and performance.

According to the Manager Programmes of Lagos State Television,
'LTV is a state owned television, so we consider the 
populace, the special audience of Lagos State. Lagos is a 
dual capital, federal and state, so we have diplomats, 
foreign missions; Lagos state indigenes Aworis, the Ijebus, 
the Eguns, and the migrants from the other hinterland who are 
in search of the golden fleece with all the industrial 
locations within Lagos.
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The m a jo r i ty  o f th e  in d ig e n e s  a r e  Yoruba sp e a k in g . T h is  in  
e sse n c e  g u id es  what we beam o u t .  The s t a t e  TV b e lo n g s  to  
them , th e y  a re  th e  ta x  p ay ers  f in a n c in g  LTV.

I t  i s  n o t unusual t h a t  we have a C hannel 10 [NTA] app roach  to  
programm ing b u t [ i t  i s  a ls o  l ik e ]  Channel 7 which i s  g ea re d  
tow ards  th e  g r a s s r o o t s . '

LTV was th e  v e ry  f i r s t  s t a t e  owned t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n  a f t e r  th e  

e s ta b l is h m e n t o f th e  NTA.

The s t a t e  owned s t a t i o n ,  e s ta b l is h e d  p r im a r i ly  to  s e rv e  th e  a re a  w ith in  

which th e  s tu d y  focus a re a  f a l l s  i s  th e  Ogun S ta te  T e le v is io n  - OGTV. 

R igh t from i t s  in c e p tio n , th e re  has been  an u n d e rs ta n d in g  th a t  th e  

s t a t i o n  was to  u l t im a te ly  become s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t .  N o n e th e le ss , i t  was 

e s ta b l i s h e d  w ith  g ra n ts  from th e  c i v i l i a n  governm ent in  power in  1981, 

I t  had m odest b eg in n in g s  t r a n s m it t in g  from two rooms a t  th e  tem porary  

base  in  th e  Ogun S ta te  H o te l. I t  l a t e r  moved to  i t s  p r e s e n t  (perm anent) 

s i t e .

The s to r y  o f OGTV i s  s im i la r  to  t h a t  o f  th e  o th e r  s t a t e  s t a t i o n s .  

However, i t  had to  con tend  w ith  s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  were p e c u l i a r  to  i t s e l f .  

To b e g in  w ith  i t  was o p e ra t in g  in  a s t a t e  w hich was in  i t s  in fa n c y . 

A lthough th e  o th e r  s t a t e s  (Lagos, Oyo) were t e c h n ic a l ly  c re a te d  in  1979 

as  w e ll ,  th e y  had had s t a t e  m a c h in e rie s  in  e x is te n c e  f o r  much lo n g e r . 

T his in c lu d e s  TV s t a t i o n s .  The s t a t e  c a p i t a l s ,  (Lagos and Ib a d a n ) , had 

se rv e d  a s  th e  c a p i t a l s  o f th e  la r g e r  s t a t e s  from which th e  new s t a t e s  

were c a rv e d .

Th^5 t- C itidS  il f^  b e t t e r  e s ta b l i s h e d  commerce, and

o th e r  f e a tu r e s  o f m e tro p o li ta n  l i f e *  were more p rom inen t in  th o s e

c e n t r e s .  was n o t e x i s t in g  on th e  same s c a le  in   ̂ A beokuta,
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capital of Ogun State, and location of OGTV.

The h i s to r y  o f th e  s t a t i o n  su g g e s ts  th a t  i t  has been , more g la r in g ly  so 

th a n  o t h e r s ,  an  o r g a n i s a t i o n  r e s p o n d in g  to  w h im s ic a l  d e s i r e s  o f  

in d iv id u a ls ,  r a t h e r  th an  th e  e x ig e n c ie s  o f i t s  s i t u a t i o n .

According to an Assistant General Manager of the station, transmission
began on C hris tm as Day, a s  a C hristm as g i f t  o f th e  Government, to  th e

peo p le  o f  th e  s t a t e .  T hat d e c is io n  was a l s o  supposed to  have been

in f lu e n c e d  by th e  s t a t i o n 's  frequency  a l lo c a t io n  - C hannel 25 UHF.

'We s ta r e d  w ith  th e  most s k e le t a l  s t a f f  [ I 'v e  known] in  my 
l i f e .  I  was th e  found ing  o f f i c e r  in  ch arg e  of program m es. We 
moved to  th e  p re s e n t  complex a f t e r  i t  was com m issioned on th e  
13 th  o f  May 1982.

T ran sm issio n  was from hand to  mouth, f o r  a p e r io d  o f  abou t 
4 .5  h o u rs  a day. I n s p i t e  o f th e  f a c t  th e r e  was n o t much e l s e ,  
we had a m b itio n . We used  OB vans f o r  t r a n s m is s io n . '

T his o f f i c e r  had c o n fe sse d  to /acknow ledged  a la c k  o f e x p e r ie n c e  in  th e  

TV in d u s try  p r io r  to  h i s  p o s i t io n  a t  OGTV. T his he c o n s id e re d  an 

advan tage  in  th e  sen se  t h a t  they  were n o t (d id  n o t f e e l )  tra p p e d  by 

in d u s try  t r a d i t i o n s  and were th u s  a b le  to  in tro d u c e  some f r e s h n e s s  in to  

th e  s e r v ic e  th e y  o f f e r e d .  The s t a t e  had s e t  o u t to  f i l l  th e  gaps t h a t  

were e x i s t in g .

'S om ething  e l s e  we d id  was to  in tro d u c e  what we c a l l e d
" B re a k fa s t  T e le v is io n "  a t  th e  w eekends. As I  s a id ,  I l i k e  
c l a s s i c a l  th in g s .  T h is  was in tro d u c e d  d u rin g  th e  E a s te r
weekend in  A p ril 1982.

R : Why?
' I  d o n 't  know. Maybe i t  was my ro m an tic  n a tu re .  We w anted
to  do som eth ing  u n u su a l. We had am b itio n . We d id  n o t have
much e l s e  b u t we soon became a fo rc e  to  be reckoned  w ith . We 
tr a n s m it te d  m ovies, e x c e l le n t  m u s ic a ls  and a few s o l i d  lo c a l  
p r o d u c t io n . '
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In  a l l  th e s e  th e  s t a t i o n  a p p e a rs  to  have fo llo w ed  a r e p l i c a b l e  t r e n d  a s

WNTV, th e  p a t r i a c h  s t a t i o n .  I t  c e r t a in l y  s t r e tc h e d  i t s e l f ,  a lm o st

b r e a k in g  i t s  n e c k  to  f u l f i l l  t h i s  a m b i t io n .  U n s c ru p u lo u s ,  an d

u n p ro fe s s io n a l  p r a c t ic e s  were g la r in g  to  th e  au d ience , n o ta b le  o f w hich

was th e  so u rc e  o f programming m a te r ia l .  I t  d id  n o t app ea r to  m a tte r  to

th e  au d ien ce  who indeed  seemed to  welcome th e  b reak /ch an g e .

'B ecause  Ogun s t a t e  i s  a  gateway s t a t e ,  opening in to  th e  
R ep u b lic  o f Benin on one s id e  and to  Lagos sind th e  o u ts id e  
w orld  a s  w e ll ,  we had dubbed th e  s t a t i o n  "The Gateway T e l ly " .
But th e  p eo p le  o f t h e i r  own v o l i t i o n  c r y s t a l l i z e d  th e  name,
"The P e o p le 's  T e lly "  and t h a t  i s  how we came about t h a t  name.
We d e c id e d  to  ta k e  i t  on, s in c e  th e  p eo p le  them selves had r e 
c h r is te n e d  us in  a p p r e c ia t io n  o f ou r e f f o r t s .

The e sse n c e  o f programm ing a t  t h i s  s t a t i o n  was " to  g iv e  th e  
p eo p le  what th ey  w ant, h av ing  seen  NTA fo r  so long  and how 
much f r u s t r a t i n g  and b o r in g  t h a t  had become".

P io n e e r in g  s t a f f  o f t h i s  s t a t i o n  had n o t had e x p e rie n c e  o f 
t e l e v i s i o n .  The jo b  was cumbersome and rew ard ing . We had n o t 
any p reced en ce  in  te rm s o f  p a t t e r n  to  fo llo w . We evo lved  ou r 
own p a t t e r n s  o u rs e lv e s .

At i t s  in c e p t io n  and even a f te rw a rd s ,  th e  s t a t io n  o p e ra te d  from a 

p rem ises  w hich lack ed  b a s ic  modern i n f r a s t r u c tu r e  - e l e c t r i c i t y ,  w a te r , 

te le p h o n e  s e r v i c e s .  I t  was n o t  ev en  c o n n e c te d  to  t h e  n a t i o n a l  

e l e c t r i c i t y  sup p ly  g r id ,  b e in g  on th e  o u t s k i r t s  o f th e  town. I t  th u s  

r e l i e d  on p r iv a t e  e l e c t r i c i t y  g e n e ra tio n  fo r  a l l  i t s  o p e ra t io n s  f o r  

s e v e ra l  m onths. T h is was a v e ry  ex p en siv e  though r e l i a b l e  o p tio n . So 

r e l i a b l e  was i t  t h a t  even a f t e r  p u b lic  power supply  had been  s u b sc r ib e d  

to ,  i t  was p r e f e r a b le  to  tr a n s m it  u s in g  p r iv a t e ly  g e n e ra te d  e l e c t r i c i t y  

s u p p ly .

A lthough i t  was c l e a r  from i t s  in c e p t io n ,  th a t  th e  s t a t i o n  was to  be 

com m ercia lly  o p e ra te d , p u b l ic  s e r v ic e ,  co m m e rc ia lisa tio n  was h a s te n e d  

w ith  th e  f in a n c ia l  p red ic am en ts  of th e  v a r io u s  governm ents. OGTV was 

th u s  e x p ec ted  to  b reak  even by 1984, b e fo re  i t  cou ld  r e a l l y  t r y  and t e s t
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th e  p a t t e r n s  i t  was e v o lv in g . The governm ent su b v e n tio n  had been

w ithdraw n b e fo re  OGTV co u ld  m ature o u t o f  i t s  in fa n c y .

'The governm ent was n o t p ay in g  o r  d e la y e d  paym ent, b u t th ey  
were s t i l l  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  c a p i t a l  e x p e n d itu re  - m ajor 
r e p a i r s  and ru n n in g  c o s t  was borne  by th e m .'

But s t a f f  can n o t f o r g e t  th o se  days o f  u n c e r ta in ty ,  n o t knowing i f  

s a l a r i e s  would be p a id  o r  i f  a r t i s t e  c o n t r a c t  fe e s  would be r e le a s e d .  

The im p lic a t io n  o f a l l  th e se  i s  t h a t  OGTV th e n  evo lved  a new s t r u c t u r e  

in  i t s  o r g a n is a t io n .  By t h i s  a rran g em en t, i t  i s  no doubt th e  m ost 

r u th l e s s l y  com m ercial o f th e  s t a t i o n s .  I t  i s  th e  l e a s t  sc ru p u lo u s  and 

l e a s t  a p o lo g e t ic .

The new s t r a t e g i e s  fo r  g e n e ra tin g  rev en u e  and managing th e  o rg a n is a t io n  

were worked o u t by m id -1984.

O f f ic e r s  were moved from programmes d ep a rtm en t, th e  spend ing  end to  th e  

com m ercial d ep a rtm en t; th e  e a rn in g  end. A h i t h e r to  dead end, was th u s  

e x a l te d  to  b e in g  th e  most i n f l u e n t i a l  and most rew ard ing  d ep artm en t. I t  

was a t  t h a t  tim e t h a t  OGTV ev o lv ed  an o r g a n is a t io n a l  s t r u c t u r e  f a i r l y  

d i s t i n c t  from t h a t  o f o th e r  s t a t i o n s .

P r io r  to  t h i s  tim e  th e re  had been a p o l i t i c a l l y  a p p o in te d  board  o f 

g o v e rn o rs . T h is  board  was th e  u l t im a te  a u th o r i ty  in  th e  h ie ra rc h y , th e y  

a c te d  fo r  and r e p o r te d  to  th e  s t a t e  g o v e rn o r.

At th e  helm o f th e  d a y -to -d a y  a f f a i r s  o f th e  s t a t i o n  was th e  G enera l 

Manager. He was th e  l in k  betw een th e  b o ard  and th e  s t a t i o n .  In  o th e r  

words h e , w ith  h i s  s t a f f ,  t r a n s l a t e d  th e  d e te rm in ed  p o l i c i e s .  They 

im plem ented th e  p o l i c i e s .
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R e p o rtin g  th e n  to  th e  G eneral Manager were th e  d i r e c t o r s .  They were 

supposed to  be f iv e  d i r e c to r s  f o r  E n g in e e rin g , Programmes, News and 

C u rren t A f f a i r s ,  A d m in is tra tio n  and F in an c e , and Commercial S e rv ic e s .

I t  i s  no tew orthy  th a t  t i l l  1987, th e  p o s t  o f th e  D ire c to r  o f Commercial 

S e r v ic e s  was n o t  f i l l e d .  The d e p a r tm e n t  was a t  t h e  o n s e t ,  th e  

d is p e n s a b le  one, th e  one w ith  th e  l e s s  dynamic s t a f f .  Y et, i t  has 

ev o lved  to  be th e  bedrock  o f th e  s t a t i o n 's  a c t i v i t i e s .  L i t t l e  wonder 

th e n , t h a t  'm ore p ro d u c tiv e ' s t a f f  had to  be t r a n s f e r r e d  to  i n j e c t  l i f e  

in to  th e  o p e ra t io n s  o f th e  d ep a rtm en t, when th e  c ru n ch  was b i t t e r l y  

f e l t .

N eed less  to  say  such moves became a so u rc e  o f je a lo u s y , b i t t e r n e s s  and 

i l l - f e e l i n g  in  th e  o rg a n is a t io n .  I t  was c o n s id e re d  in  some q u a r te r s  a s  a 

means o f prom oting  a s w i f te r  c lim b-up  f o r  some 'good l a d s ' .  Some of 

th o se  who p io n e e re d  th e  com m ercial d ep a rtm en t, though n o t acknow ledging 

t h e i r  a l l e g e d  u n p r o d u c t i v i t y ,  f e l t  c h e a te d  o u t  o f  t h e i r  c a r e e r  

a s p i r a t i o n s ,  when e v e n tu a lly  th e  to p  p o s ts  were f i l l e d .

The h ie ra rc h y  up to  th e  d i r e c to r  l e v e l  was a lm ost r e p l i c a b l e  to  t h a t  o f  

any o th e r  s t a t i o n .

Manager <- C o n tro l le r  <- P r in c ip a l  O f f ic e r s  (U n it h eads) <- O f f ic e r  

L evel 1 <- O f f ic e r  Lever 2 <- A s s is ta n t  O f f ic e r s  <- O f f ic e r  A s s is ta n t

T y p ic a l H ie ra rch y  in  th e  T e le v is io n  In d u s try

The d i s t i n c t i o n  which evo lved  w ith  tim e  was th e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f th e  

p o s ts  o f two A s s is ta n t  G eneral M anagers, f o r  E n g in ee rin g  S e rv ic e s ,  and
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for Production Services. The organisation has thus been collapsed under 
two large umbrellas.

Engineering Services was to take care of all maintenance issues; of 
transmitters, studio equipments building, transport as to be expected.

Production Services was the broad category which encompassed News and 
Current Affairs, Programmes and Commercial Services departments. It is 
most interesting that it was the Director of Commercial Services who 
filled the new post. Though he did have experience in the other two 
departments, his appointment in no small way crystallized the elevated 
status of the Commercial Services.

OGTV also introduced some innovations into its operations. One of this 
is that each member of staff is considered a potential sales person. 
This is besides the corps of sales officers in its employ, and the sales 
agents working for the station. The staff are induced by the commission 
they get on the sales they make.

Irrespective of how this system was justified, it had been unpopular 
amongst certain staff. Some producers, for instance, felt their 
creativity was being stifled, especially reckoning that the odds were 
stacked against them when they tried to reach out to 'rural' audience 
segments, a group not readily attractive to advertisers.

This system had been discouraging to some 'hard working, creative' staff 
who lacked contacts and external financial backing. As a result of this 
system, where sponsorship was the paramount consideration, productions, 
which even the station's staff acknowledged as mediocre and
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u n p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  made t h e i r  way to  th e  s c r e e n .  In  f a c t ,  ev en  a t  

management l e v e l  p e rs o n a l s e n tim e n ts  a g a in s t  some o f  th o se  sponso red  

programmes ru n  h ig h , b u t as  long  as  th e y  b rough t in  th e  much needed 

fu n d s , th e y  w ere to l e r a t e d ,  even welcome.

On th e  o th e r  hand, what c o n s id e re d  b e t t e r  q u a l i ty  programm es, n ev e r 

developed  o u t o f th e  f i l e s  f o r  la c k  o f sp o n so rsh ip . In v a r ia b ly  such  

p ro d u c tio n s  f a i l e d  to  a t t r a c t  sp o n so rsh ip  because th e y  would r e q u i r e  

h ig h e r  b u d g e ts  (n o t to  m ention"’e x p e r t i s e )  and fo r  such , sp o n so rs  had a 

c h o ic e  o f  o t h e r  ( p o s s i b l y )  m ore c e n t r a l  s t a t i o n s .  I n c r e a s i n g l y  

in d ep en d en t p ro d u c e rs  have become an a t t r a c t i v e  and econom ical o p tio n . 

T his co rp  i s  b e in g  sw e lle d  by th e  d is g r u n t le d  and f r u s t r a t e d  s t a f f  who 

q u i t  th e  v a r io u s  s t a t i o n s .

As a r e s u l t ,  p ro d u c tio n s  f e a tu r in g  q u e s tio n a b le  t r a d i t i o n a l / s p i r i t u a l

h e a le r s ;  r e l i g i o n  ( e v a n g e l i s t s ) ;  p e rs o n a l c e le b r a t io n s  o f th e  'h a v e s ',

have w e ll endowed th e  s c re e n . The A s s is ta n t  G eneral Manager was most

u n a p o lo g e tic  f o r  t h i s  t r e n d  even though he ex p ressed  p e rs o n a l d is d a in

f o r  some o f th e  programmes.

' I  have looked  a t  th e  s o c io - c u l tu r a l  s e t t i n g  of th e  s t a t i o n  
and I  have d es ig n ed  s t r a t e g i e s  t h a t  w i l l  h e lp  u s  to  make 
money and s u rv iv e  w ith in  in .  The Yoruba man i s  fun  lo v in g , he 
l i k e s  p a r t i e s ,  t i t l e s ,  and p u b l i c i t y  . . .  We have problem s 
w ith  fu n d in g  . . .  i t  i s  n o t  p e c u l ia r  to  t e l e v i s i o n ;  i t ' s  a l l  
o v e r . Funds a r e  v e ry  h a rd  to  come by and c o s ts  a r e  g o in g  up.
C o sts  a r e  go ing  up and th e  funds n o t coming in .  T h e re 's  a 
r e th in k in g  in  te rm s o f what i s  to  be done, and how to  do 
them, and t h i s  i s  where in g e n u ity  and c r e a t i v i t y  r e a l l y  come 
to  p la y .  You u se  what you have to  g e t what you want . . .  i t ' s  
tough , t h e r e 's  no d o u b t, i t ' s  tough  b u t we keep m anaging. We 
keep a d ju s t in g  to  th e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  th e  s i t u a t i o n . '

Such a d ju s tm e n t s  h a s  a l s o  m ean t t h a t  th e  s t a t i o n  i s  p r e p a r e d  to  

b ro a d c a s t programmes from b o d ie s  o r in d iv id u a ls  who have l in k s  ab road  

and can h e lp  p ro c u re  much needed s p a re  p a r t s ,  even i f  th e y  can n o t pay
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cash at home. The flexibility of this trade by barter, and the entire 
re-thinking are examples of the ingenuity which the station prides 
itself with, and it is only possible because there is a commitment to 
such practices in high enough quarters in management. This illustrates 
the impact of a commercially motivated mind running the affairs of a 
station.

LTV (L agos)
BCOS (Ibadan)
OGTV (Abeokuta)
NTA Ikeja (Lagos)
NTA-2 Channel 5 (Lagos) 
NTA-10 (Lagos)

450.000
240.000
1 0 0 .0 0 0
170.000 

1 ,300,000
1 1 0 . 0 0 0

T o ta l B i l l in g s  fo r  th e  p e r io d  above -  3 ,905 ,000  

C om parative S ta t io n  Share o f  an A d v e r t i s e r 's  Media B i l l in g s

%
11.52

6.14
2 .56
9 .35

33.29
2.81

With th e  above as  an in d ic a to r  o f a d v e r t i s in g  sp end ing , i t  i s  l i t t l e  

wonder why some s t a t i o n s  a re

( i )  more d e s p e ra te  in  t h e i r  management th a n  o th e r s ,  and

( i i ) h a v e  a h ig h e r  c o n c e n tra t io n  o f f r u s t r a t e d  s t a f f ,

y e t th e  s t a t i o n s  need to  be more a t t r a c t i v e  to  g e t a b e t t e r  sh a re  o f th e  

a d v e r t i s in g  b u d g e t. To do t h i s  th e y  r e q u i r e  money; to  make money th e y  

r e s o r t  to  d e s p e ra te  m eans.

N ote t h a t  th e  s t a t i o n s  w ith  th e  l e a s t  s h a re s  a re  th e  r u r a l  o r ie n te d  

s t a t i o n  -  (OGTV, NTA I k e j a ) .  In  th e  c a s e  o f NTA 10, though  i t  i s  an 

u r b a n - b a s e d ,  u rb a n  t a r g e t  s t a t i o n .  I t  i s  c o m p e tin g  a g a i n s t  m ore 

com m ercia lly  m o tiv a ted  l e s s  c o n s e rv a t iv e  s t a t i o n s  - (NTA-2 Channel 5, 

and LTV).
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As m entioned e a r l i e r ,  th e  s t a t e  owned s t a t i o n s  were 'n e c e s s i t a t e d ' by

th e  p o l i t i c a l  r e a l i t i e s  o f th e  tim e and some o f th e  s t a t i o n  o f f i c i a l s

a re  m indfu l o f  t h i s ,  and i t  g u id e s  t h e i r  o p e ra t io n .  A ccording  to  th e

C o n tro l le r  of A d m in is tra tio n  o f BCOS

'The s t a t e s  were c r e a te d .  They w ere f e d e r a l  s t a t e s  so th ey  
had a m easure o f independence . They, th e r e f o r e ,  w anted to  
c o n t r o l  t h e i r  own b r o a d c a s t i n g .  They w an ted  in d e p e n d e n t  
b ro a d c a s t in g , which th e y  were u sed  to  anyway. T h is  i s  th e  
most s p e c ia l  re a so n  f o r  th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t o f s t a t e  s t a t i o n s .
T here a re  a re a s  which s t a t e s  have com plete  c o n t ro l  and th e r e  
a re  some which i t  s h a re s  c o n t ro l  w ith  th e  f e d e r a l  governm ent.
The s t a t e s ,  th e r e f o r e ,  had to  c r e a te  t h e i r  own a g e n c ie s  to  be 
be a b le  to  ex e c u te  t h e i r  own programm es. B ro a d c a s tin g  i s  th e  
way of re a c h in g  th e  p eo p le  so th ey  w anted c o n t r o l . '

Such an u n d e rs ta n d in g  of th e  p r o p r i e t o r 's  e x p e c ta t io n s  a r e  th e  uncoded 

g u id e s  to  th e  s t a t i o n 's  p erfo rm ance . C e r ta in  c o u rse s  o f a c t io n  th u s  

needed n o t be ex p re sse d .

In  answ er to  a q u e s tio n  on w hether th e  s t a t i o n  has a p o l i c y / s t y l e  sh e e t

which i s  g iv en  to  s t a f f  a s  p a r t  o f t h e i r  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  th e  C o n tro l le r

News in  one o f th e  s t a t e  s t a t i o n s  t r i e d  u n s u c c e s s fu l ly  to  hedge.

E v e n tu a lly , th e  fo llo w in g  i s  what he s a id ,

'E very  Tuesday, th e re  i s  a g e n e ra l e d i t o r i a l  m e e tin g . On 
T hursday, th e re  i s  a News Management m ee tin g . W hatever we do 
a t  th e  News M anagem ent, we w i l l  b r i n g  i t  down t o  th e  
e d i t o r i a l  m ee tin g . From th e re  p eo p le  se e  t h a t  "For G od 's sake 
who w ro te  t h i s  y e s te rd a y ?  You want us to  go to  p r is o n ?  ' From 
th e r e  you know t h a t  i t ' s  wrong to  do t h a t .  'P le a s e  d o n 't .  Sc 
i t ' s  n o t a w r i t t e n  code, b u t u n w r it te n  . . .  You le a r n  . . .  a s  
you go a lo n g  th e  l i n e ,  you l e a r n . '

The Programmes d ep artm en ts  a l s o  have s im i la r  r e g u la r  m ee tin g s  where 

th e s e  id e a s  and u n w ritte n  codes a re  d is s e m in a te d  and p e rp e tu a te d .  

Indeed , w ith  s t a t e  owned s t a t i o n s  th e r e  i s  no cam ouflage as to  th e  

pu rpose  fo r  which th e  s t a t i o n s  w ere m eant.

B eside th e  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s id e r a t io n s ,  some b ro a d c a s te r s  have r a t i o n a l i s e d
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more noble, more productive reasons for the type of service they offer.

The Controller Programmes of an NTA (Abeokuta) state station, explained
another point of view on the matter.

'In a military regime, each state government wanted its own 
station and it was alright. With civilian politics (when 
there were conflicting interests at federal and state level) 
the federal presence was required in the newly created 
states- The political reasons were thus there but they should 
not be overplayed .. . given the fact that policies are made 
at the federal level, there is need to reach and harness the 
local people. The linguistic orientation of the area will be 
satisfied and the government will be closer to the people,'

S tr u c tu r a l  S i m i l a r i t i e s

In essence, there was not to be much of a difference in the output of 
the state owned stations and the NTA production centres. This similarity 
is also present in the organisation of the Programmes department. The 
News and Current Affairs department did not differ much either except in 
the number and type of newscasts that are broadcast. j

The Programmes departments are all divided into similar units with 
Entertainment and Public Enlightenment with a community cevelopment 
orientation forming the base.

BCOS
This station to a large extent than any other has joint operations with 
the radio arm of its service. A joint pool of presenters, announcers, 
for example, serves both radio and television as does the production 
services staff - audio mixers and so on. The News department also is 
responsible for the newscasts on both radio and television.

The Programmes department is organised into two broad categories as 
well. Public Enlightenment and Entertainment. For administrative reasons
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it has not been split any further, but there are various sub-units as 
with the other sections. These are Women, Children, Educational 
(schools), Health, Agriculture, Governmental; Religious; Community 
Broadcast which covers anything having to do with community development 
and such.

According to a senior producer in the department,
'Women's programmes whether in English or Yoruba in which 
case it is targetted towards the uneducated and semi-educated 
masses, tend to highlight issues of interest to the women, 
for example fashion, care of home, kitchen affairs. It also 
highlights women in politics; professionals ; successful 
traders.'

Such are the assumptions which permeate the thinking about audience 
expectations not only in this, but in other stations.

OGTV
This station is distinct in its organisation yet it remains basically 
the same in many aspects of its operations to the other station. The 
Programmes department is headed by a director to whom the two 
controllers report. The department is separated into the Production 
facilities, and Programme Services. These two are further divided into 
two and three units respectively. Production facilities encompass 
Studios, Library and Graphics; this covers the Library and Store, 
Editing, Purchasing (of equipment, spares, programmes, software with the 
advice of Engineering where applicable); and Production Services - the 
studio operations team. The other unit is the Presentation Unit - 
assigning Announcers, Presenters, Moderators and such staff.
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From th e  above i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  th e  ru n  of th e  m il l  of programmes t h a t  

a re  produced  do n o t d i f f e r  from th e  o th e r  s t a t i o n s ' . I t  i s  on ly  th a t  th e  

o rg a n is a t io n  o f th e  s t a t i o n ,  p o s s ib ly  r e f l e c t i n g  i t s  em phasis, i s  

d i f f e r e n t .

In  th e  l a s t  two s t a t i o n s  d is c u s s e d , n o te  t h a t  th e  fo re ig n  ta p e s  t h a t  a re  

p ro cu red  a r e  n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  th e  du ty  o f  p ro d u ce rs  p e r  s e .  In  BCOS, fo r  

exam ple, th e  p rocurem en ts o f programmes t h a t  a re  n o t in -h o u se  a re  th e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of th e  l i b r a r y .  The l i b r a r y  s e rv e s  b o th  r a d io  and TV and 

i s  n o t a  p a r t  o f th e  Programmes d ep artm en t. Though w ith  OGTV, th e  

l i b r a r y  i s  a u n i t  under th e  Programmes D ir e c to r a te ,  th e r e  i s  a d i s t i n c t  

u n i t  ch arg ed  w ith  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  o f a c q u ir in g  programm es. U nlike 

BCOS, OGTV i s  co m p le te ly  autonomous o f th e  s t a t e  r a d io ,  OGBC. They a r e ,  

in  f a c t ,  p h y s ic a l ly  m ile s  a p a r t .

A lthough Lagos T e le v is io n  (LTV) s h a re s  i t s  p rem ises  w ith  th e  r a d io  

s t a t i o n ,  th e r e  i s  n o t much o v e r la p  in  t h e i r  o p e ra t io n s  e i t h e r .

LTV 's P rogram m es d e p a r tm e n t  i s  f i r s t  s p l i t  i n t o  tw o m ain  u n i t s .  

E n te r ta in m e n t and E n lig h ten m en t. These have been f u r th e r  s p l i t  in to  two 

s e c t io n s  each .

The d e l in e a t io n  o f u n i t s  o r  s e c t io n s  a re  m erely  a method o f sy s te m a tic  

a s s ig n m e n t  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  O f te n ,  th e  u n i t s  a r e  n o t  m u tu a l ly  

e x c lu s iv e  a lth o u g h  in  r e a l i t y  th e re  i s  a t e r r i t o r i a l  s o v e re ig n ty , 

whereby s t a f f  id e n t i f y  and je a lo u s ly  guard  c e r t a in  s u b je c t s  and a re a s  o f 

i n t e r e s t .
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Peculiarities in Station Management?
The subtle variations in the stations can be considered as indicators of 
emphasis and targets of each station. Within each variation exists the 
taint introduced by individual broadcast managers. The personal 
philosophy of the managers who interpret the assignments, (that is, to 
entertain, educate and inform,) shape what the eventual official 
position is. For example, the following interpretation of his task, as 
Manager Programmes LTV, will no doubt reflect on the output of his 
station.

'Entertainment is mainly for the enjoyment of all [Merely or 
primarily for relaxation, or to beg the question, for 
entertainment]. Productions that are meant for enlightenment 
for example Vox Pop which goes round town sampling people's 
opinion, or the Women and Children's programmes, there is an 
attempt at informal education.
My personal philosophy is that if you want information you 
might as well pick an encyclopedia. But people [who watch TV] 
want to be entertained and [to] learn. So if you want people 
to watch, you will make learning fun; envelope the package in 
fun. '

It is in such personal philosophies as are brought to the job, that the 
distinctions underlying appear; not in the vague claims, or even the 
established goals, since all the stations lack specified, pinned down, 
audience targets.

Another feature in the organisation of the state (owned) stations is the 
fact that there is a closer proximity between the staff and the decision 
making bodies. This is unlike a situation where the General Manager (in 
the NTA state stations) has to take his cues from the Directors at the 
federal level (General Managers are administratively of the same rank as 
Assistant Directors) and centralisation of operations effectively strips 
the General Managers of certain authority which their counterparts in 
state owned stations could have.
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The G enera l Managers o f th e  s t a t e  owned s t a t i o n s  r e p o r t  d i r e c t l y  to  th e  

Board o f G overnors, who a re  p o l i t i c a l l y  a p p o in te d . In  th e  e v e n t, and 

t h i s  i s  n o t u n u su a l, t h a t  a board  has n o t been  c o n s t i tu t e d ,  th e y  r e p o r t  

d i r e c t l y  to  th e  g o v ern o r. G eneral M anagers o f NTA s t a t e  s t a t i o n s  r e p o r t  

to  th e  C e n tra l  Board o f Management, a body made up o f a l l  D ir e c to r s ,  

Deputy and A s s is ta n t  D ir e c to r s ,  in c lu d in g  th e  G eneral M anagers from a l l  

th e  s t a t i o n s  u n d e r  t h e  u m b r e l la  o f  th e  a u t h o r i t y  -  ( th e  f e d e r a l  

governm ent owned NTA s t a t i o n s ) .

T his s u g g e s ts  t h a t  th e  s t a t e  owned s t a t i o n s  a re  under c lo s e r  s u p e rv is io n  

from th e  s t a t e  governm ents in  th e  l o c a l i t y  w hich th e y  s e rv e .  P r i o r i t i e s  

f o r  th e  NTA s t a t i o n  d i f f e r ,  even in  a m i l i t a r y  reg im e, where th e re  i s  

u n i ty  o f p u rp o se .

The fo llo w in g  i s  th e  re sp o n se  o f a D ir e c to r  a t  th e  S ta te  M in is try  o f 

In fo rm a tio n , when asked  about th e  o b je c t iv e s  beh ind  s e t t i n g  up s t a t e  TV 

s t a t i o n s .

'The r e a l  o b je c t iv e  o f s e t t i n g  up th e  s t a t i o n s  i s  f o r  ( i )  
governm ent to  c r e a te  th e  g e n e ra l aw areness o f i t s  a c t i v i t i e s ;  
and ( i i )  e n l ig h te n  th e  popu lace  b o th  in  th e  u rb an  and r u r a l  
a r e a s .

The governm ent w ants to  be h e a rd , and th e  f e d e r a l  o rgan  does 
n o t g iv e  th e  d e s i r e d  im petus in  th e  s t a t e .  Im agine! I 'm  j u s t  
coming from a sw earing  in  ceremony o f th e  new com m issioners 
in  th e  s t a t e  in c lu d in g  th e  com m issioner fo r  In fo rm a tio n  and 
NTA was n o t th e r e  [w ith  a much b ew ild e re d  to n e ] I  d id  n o t see  
any NTA cam eras th e r e  (em phasis) OGTV c a n ' t  do th a t !

What i s  th e  e ssen ce  o f NTA i f  i t  c a n ' t  be a t  a ceremony l i k e  
t h a t?  OGTV c a n ' t  do th a t !  T here i s  no assignm en t t h a t  sh o u ld  
have been g iv e n  g r e a te r  p r i o r i t y  th a n  t h a t .  So to  go back  to  
your q u e s tio n , th e  pu rpose  o f  a [ s ic ]  s t a t i o n  i s  to  p ro p a g a te  
g o v e rn m e n t a c t i v i t i e s ,  g iv e  i t  p u b l i c i t y ,  i t  s h o u ld  
e n t e r t a i n ,  ed u c a te  and inform  ta x p a y e rs .

I t  can  be o f u se  to  th e  g e n e r a l i ty  o f th e  p u b lic ,  f o r  example 
p u b l i c i s in g  t h e i r  c h ie f ta in c y  ce rem o n ies . I t  sh o u ld  cover 
a c t i v i t i e s ,  p o l i c i e s  and r e f l e c t  p h ilo so p h y . I t  c o u ld  a l s o  be 
u sed  to  b reak  age long  c u l tu r a l  b a r r i e r s  to  p r o g r e s s . For 
exam ple, th e  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  we do n o t number a m an 's c h i ld  . . .
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needs to be re-addressed if the census is to be successful.
These are some of the functions of the station. The enabling 
edict spells this out.'

The enabling edict like all laws is more generally framed and subject to 
individual officer's interpretation. The brief encounter with this 
official proved quite revealing especially on the government's attitude 
to the medium. Incidentally, this same official had once served on the 
station's management board. This makes more interesting his 
interpretation of the much bandied cliche describing the purpose of a 
television station (i.e. to educate, entertain and inform).

In saying no other assignment should have been given greater priority, 
he had taken up the editorial judgement of the station without being 
mindful of the prevailing situation for example the available number of 
functional cameras, or even the other events which required coverage.

Clearly, his hold over the state station is displayed in his confidence 
that the station, 'their station', run with their funds (if only partly) 
could not ignore the coverage of a ceremony that they held, no matter 
what else was shunned. Here we see the illustration of priority.

Another matter worth noting is the detrimental ego play evident in his
assessment of the station's performance.

'OGTV is good ... compared to some other states - Ondo 
(Akure). It is received in Lagos, Oyo, Benin. If they were 
better funded, they will perform better. A state which wants 
a TV station should be prepared to fund it. Otherwise there 
is no point in having half baked attempts. The service is 
good, the people there are knowledgeable.'

It is surprising even in the light of his utterances that he was able to
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conclude th a t  'th e  s t a t i o n  i s  g o o d '. He had compared th e  s t a t i o n  w ith  

a n o th e r  w hose r e p u t a t i o n  i s  no d o u b t t h e  w o rs t  in  th e  a d j o i n i n g  

v i c i n i t y .  The s t a t i o n  i s  n o t even w ith in  OGTV's p rim ary  coverage  a re a  

and th u s  does n o t pose any s e r io u s  c o m p e tit io n  to  i t .

To b u t t r e s s  h i s  p o in t ,  he c i t e d  th e  e x te n t  of th e  s t a t i o n 's  co v erag e , 

h i s  a ssessm en t o f th e  q u a l i t y  o f minds a t  th e  s t a t i o n ,  and n o t any 

m ention o f  th e  q u a l i ty  o f what g e ts  t r a n s m i t te d .  T h is s o r t  o f  r e f u s a l  to  

fa c e  up to  th e  t r u t h  i s  bound to  p la g u e  th e  perform ance o f th e  s t a t i o n  

in  th e  se n se  t h a t  th e  m anagers a re  p la c a te d ,  and th e  u rgency  o f t h e i r  

d i r e  ( f in a n c ia l )  needs n o t a d d re s se d .

A lthough d if f e r e n c e s  e x i s t  betw een th e  v a r io u s  s t a t i o n s  in  te rm s of 

t h e i r  l o y a l t i e s  and even t h e i r  a d m in is t r a t iv e  o rg a n is a t io n s  th e  l i n e s  o f 

com m unication rem ain b a s i c a l l y  th e  same. The in te rd e p e n d e n c e  of th e  

v a r io u s  d e p a r tm e n ts  i s  n e v e r  p r e c lu d e d  a l th o u g h  th e  b u r e a u c r a t i c  

ch an n e ls  in  some c a se s  have been  a b r id g e d .

The d if f e r e n c e s  observed  in  th e  v a r io u s  s t a t i o n s  r e f l e c t  th e  v a r i a t io n s

in  th e  m anagem ent s t y l e .  T h ese  c o n t r i b u t e  to  th e  i n d i v i d u a l i s e d

ex p e rie n c e s  o f each  s t a t i o n .  For in s ta n c e ,  a form er head o f p r e s e n ta t io n

a t  a s t a t i o n ,  a s e c t io n  w hich se rv e d  b o th  r a d io  and t e l e v i s i o n  s e r v ic e s ,

had th e  fo llo w in g  e x p e r ie n c e .

'The head o f p r e s e n ta t io n  does n o t even m on ito r any more 
when you have a head o f p r e s e n ta t io n  w ith  abou t 13, 13
announcers under him and he has to  m on ito r th r e e  s t a t i o n s ,  
and he has to  m o n ito r ev ery  day ; he has to  m on ito r seven
announcers; weekends -  S a tu rd ay  and Sunday, he has to  m on ito r 
9 ann o u n cers. What I 'm  sa y in g  i s  A.M., t h e r e 's  an announcer 
on m orning d u ty , a f te rn o o n  and n ig h t ;  on F.M. t h e r e 's  an 
a n n o u n c e r ,  m o rn in g , a f t e r n o o n  and  n i g h t ;  on t e l e v i s i o n  
weekday, t h e r e 's  one in  th e  n ig h t ,  t h a t ' s  7. T h a t 's  7 
s t a t i o n s  [ s i c ] ,  7 announcers  in  a day . You know you m ust be a 
su p e rm an .'

96



At weekends, the 'superman' must monitor the additional two announcers 
who man the morning and afternoon shifts of TV's weekend (daytime) 
transmission. This particular experience is not as crucial in that it is 
not widespread, at least on that scale. There are many frustrations that 
are experienced, which are quite general to the industry even if of 
varying magnitudes. A lot of these have already been mentioned 
especially as they affect the output of the stations.

It is noteworthy that there is little co-operation amongst the stations 
particularly between the state owned and the NTA stations despite the 
similarities in their programming strategies and operational procedure. 
This is hardly surprising following the antagonisms witnessed at the 
inception of the stations. The professional jealousies, rivalries and 
mutual distrust still persist. As a result, the stations rather than 
complement each other's efforts, stretch their resources, covering the 
same/similar events, and trying to out-do each other.

Amongst the NTA stations there is provision for programme exchange as 
part of the attempts towards cultural exchange and national integration. 
There is a percentage requirement of exchange material for each station 
to fulfil in its programming. Besides, centralising either at zonal or 
network level, assures a high degree of inter-station co-operation.

The state owned stations have a less formal arrangement. Under the 
auspices of SOBON, State Owned Broadcasting Organisations of Nigeria, 
stations can and do exchange programmes. This is neither mandatory nor 
regular. It does not automatically cover for joint productions as the 
NTA can. Such initiatives have not been reported or observed.
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The o th e r ,  and more c e n t r a l  body o f b ro a d c a s t o rg a n is a t io n s  i s  th e  

B ro a d c a s tin g  O rg a n isa tio n  o f N ig e r ia . T his i s  a body to  w hich b o th  NTA 

and s t a t e  owned s t a t i o n s  b e lo n g . The body, a s  of p r e s e n t ,  la c k s  any r e a l  

powers o r  s a n c tio n s  in  r e g u la t in g  th e  p r a c t ic e s  o f i t s  members. I t  i s  

m erely  a forum where m a tte r s  o f m utual concern  a r e  a i r e d .  Such co ncerns 

may ran g e  from th e  coverage o f in t e r n a t io n a l  e v e n ts  such  a s  FESTAC ' 77 

( F e s t i v a l  o r  A r ts  and  C u l tu r e  f o r  w h ich  BON was e s t a b l i s h e d )  to  

p r o f e s s io n a l  p r a c t ic e s  in  th e  wake o f p a r t i a l  c o m m e rc ia lis a t io n ; o r  even 

th e  rem u n e ra tio n  of s t a f f .  BON canno t even be d e s c r ib e d  y e t  as  a t r a d e  

lobby g roup . I t  had been dorm ant f o r  s e v e ra l  y e a rs  and i t  i s  on ly  

r e c e n t ly  t h a t  th e re  i s  an a tte m p t a t  r e v i t a l i s i n g  i t .  In  a d d i t io n ,  i t  

would a p p ea r t h a t  th e  governm ent ( s ) have to o  f irm  a  g r ip  on th e  

s t a t i o n s ,  w i th  a l l  th e  im p o r ta n t  a p p o in tm e n ts  b e in g  p o l i t i c a l l y  

m o tiv a te d , and c a p i t a l  fund ing  b e in g  from th e  governm ent.

Highlights of Complexities in TV Broadcast Management
Goal S e t t in g

O ften  tim e s , because  th e  u n d e rly in g  p o l i t i c a l  m otives a r e  what r e a l l y  

g iv e  im petus to  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t of TV s t a t i o n s ,  th e  p r o f e s s io n a l  and 

o p e ra t io n a l  p la n s  a re  n o t g iv e n  due c o n s id e ra t io n  p r i o r  to  commencement 

o f s e r v ic e s .  Nor does i t  ap p ea r t h a t  ad eq u a te  c o n s id e ra t io n  i s  g iven  to  

th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  c o u rse  o f t e l e v i s io n  u sag e , o r  t h a t  o f  any o th e r  

medium a t  t h a t ,  i s  c h a r t e d ,  by th e  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  p r o g r e s s .  T h is  

i n s e n s i t i v i t y  r e s u l t s  in  h a lf -b a k e d , i l l - a d v i s e d ,  myopic p o l i c i e s  which 

have n e c e s s a r i ly  to  be m o d ified  in  th e  co u rse  o f an e s ta b l i s h m e n t 's  l i f e  

s p a n .  What t h i s  m eans th e n  i s  t h a t  p o l i c i e s  do  n o t  e n d u r e .  The 

i n s t a b i l i t y  t h a t  i s  consequen t to  t h i s  have to  be accommodated. They a re  

th e  f r u s t r a t i o n s  and headaches t h a t  s t a t i o n  m anagers and o p e ra to rs  

i n h e r i t .  T h is  has been t r u e  a t  a l l  le v e ls  o f b ro a d c a s t in g  -  r e g io n a l .
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State, and f e d e r a l .

In  th e  h u r r y  to  s e t  up WNTV f o r  i n s t a n c e  t h e r e  was in a d e q u a te  

p r e p a ra t io n  f o r  th e  lo c a l  o u tp u t .  T here was no s u f f i c i e n t  a rrangem en t 

fo r  th e  lo c a l  c o n te n t o f programming hence th e  o v e r - r e l ia n c e  on th e  

fo re ig n  in p u t which amounted to  80 p e r  c e n t o f program m ing. I t  was 

alm ost a u to m a tic  t h a t  s in c e  th e  tech n o lo g y  was im ported  th e  so f tw a re  was 

a l s o  to  be im p o rted . I t  was much ch eap er anyway to  im p o rt, th a n  to  

develop  th e  framework and t a l e n t s  r e q u ire d  to  produce such  s o f tw a re  

lo c a l ly .

In  a l l  o f t h i s  i t  does n o t app ea r t h a t  much though t was g iv e n  to  th e  

f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p io n e e r s  w ere  s e t t i n g  p r e c e d e n t ,  c u l t i v a t i n g  th e  

a u d ie n c e ’s t a s t e .

Indeed , WNTV has been th e  model a f t e r  which m a n y -a -s ta tio n  has  been  

fa sh io n e d . Some s t a t i o n s  (BCOS fo r  exam ple) even go to  th e  e x te n t  o f 

t r y in g  to  r e p l i c a t e  what th e y  had c o n s id e re d  a su ccess  in  WNTV.

One c o u ld  a rg u e  th a t  a more c l e a r - c u t  p la n  would have been such  t h a t  had 

programming r e s t r i c t e d  to  such  a le n g th  t h a t  th e  s t a t i o n  c o u ld  cope w ith  

w ith o u t b e in g  o v e r ly  dependen t on im ported  m a te r ia ls .  Programming h o u rs  

sho u ld  have been  d e te rm in ed  by th e  number o f hours t h a t  c o u ld  have been  

produced  a s  w e ll as a c a r e f u l  s e le c t io n  o f im ported  programmes chosen  a s  

th e y  h e lp e d  s a t i s f y  th e  s t a t i o n 's  o b je c t iv e s .  But th a t  would be assum ing 

th a t  th e  o b je c t iv e s  as  th e y  were s e t ,  w ere n o t ach iev ed .

There i s  no ev id en ce  to  su p p o rt such assu m p tio n s. There i s  a v e ry  r e a l  

p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  th e  s t a t i o n  met th e  g o a ls  which i t  s e t  o u t to  a c h ie v e
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a t  t h a t  tim e . Both th e  governm ent and i t s  commerce m o tiv a te d  te c h n ic a l  

p a r tn e r s  seemed to  have been s a t i s f i e d .

The problem s th u s  a ro se  w ith  th e  changes in  what was re q u ire d  of th e  

s e rv ic e  o v e r tim e . However, s in c e  a good p la n  shou ld  be fo rw ard  lo o k in g , 

th e  q u a l i ty  o f  th e  p la n  i s  s t i l l  h e re  c a l l e d  to  q u e s tio n .

The flaw  o b serv ed  in  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f WNTV becomes even more 

pronounced when th e  problem  m a n ife s ts  r e c u r r e n t ly  in  th e  tre n d  o f 

t e l e v i s i o n  b ro a d c a s t in g . The same ex cu ses  which were te n d e re d  in  1959 

sho u ld  n o t a g a in  be te n a b le  in  1979, two decades l a t e r .  Y et, th e  same 

p a t t e r n  had been fo llow ed  r e p e a te d ly .  OGTV and BCOS {more so  th an  LTV) 

fo llo w ed  tr e n d s  r e p l i c a b l e  to  WNTV's. These s t a t io n s  s e t  o u t ,  aware o f 

t h e i r  com m ercial o b l ig a t io n s  as  w e ll a s  t h e i r  m andatory p u b lic  s e r v ic e .

The s t a t i o n s  s e t  o u t to  e n t e r t a i n  and s a t i s f y  t h e i r  au d ien ce  whom th e y  

needed to  m o b ilis e  fo r  t h e i r  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  m iss io n . I t  was th u s  

c o n v e n ie n t, b e s id e s  b e in g  econo m ica lly  s e n s ib le ,  to  show so many fo re ig n  

f i lm s  w ith  so  l i t t l e  in  house p ro d u c tio n s .

For OGTV, l i k e  th e  o th e r s ,  tra n s m is s io n  began from a m odest tem porary  

b a s e .  B u t b e f o r e  lo n g ,  t h e  s t a t i o n  h ad  in v e s t e d  hu g e  sums on  a. 

s o p h is t i c a te d  'u p - to - d a t e ' s tu d io  com plex. At th e  tim e o f co m p le tio n , 

th e  s tu d io s  were n a t io n a l ly  acc la im ed . The s t a f f ,  who had la rg e ly  n o t  

been groomed fo r  p ro d u c tio n , l e a r n t  on th e  jo b .

The a v a i la b le  f in a n c e s  had n o t been p re p a re d  fo r  th e  demands o f in -h o u se  

p ro d u c tio n s , e i t h e r  in  te rm s of p ro d u c tio n  c o s ts ,  o r  th e  m ain tenance o f 

th e  e n v ia b le  e d i f i c e s  w hich th e  s tu d io  com plexes w ere.
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In one station the expensive equipment arrived before the building 
contract had been completed. The equipments were thus left in their 
crates, out in the rain; at the mercy of the elements. Not surprising 
that they were eventually to become a liability to the station when put 
to use.

In another station, there had to be a complete reliance on generating 
plants for electricity because the location of the station was not 
served by the public power supply (nor was it connected to the telephone 
network). This exercise proved to be a huge drain to the station's 
resources.

The stations had not adequately planned for the eventualities of their 
situation. Before long the political and economic instability had taken 
its toll and dealt the final blow. However, it is erroneous to blame 
fall in finances alone as broadcasters are wont to do. Unless the 
government as proprietors had been prepared to provide an unrestricted 
flow of funds, it was only a matter of time before the stations were 
shown up as white elephants. There is no indication that such a promise 
(of unrestricted cash flow) was ever made.

The stations had too much on their agenda to accomplish and they were 
not prepared for this. They had taken a headlong plunge into the market 
not capitalising on their strengths and avoiding their weaknesses, as 
conditions, are currently forcing them to. If they had done this from 
the onset they may have been spared of some liabilities which now beset 
them. For example, maintaining such large studio complexes could have 
been avoided had a station from the onset been planned to be a 
predominantly transmitting station. In which case, the onus would have
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been on th e  independen t p ro d u ce rs  to  m a in ta in  th e  la rg e  overhead  c o s t s ,  

which accompany p ro d u c tio n . S ta t io n s  c o u ld  have fo cu sed  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  

on d e v e lo p in g  th o se  programmes which governm ent guard  je a lo u s ly ,  and fo r  

w hich re a so n s  th e  s t a t i o n s  were e s ta b l i s h e d .

R a th e r  th a n  g e t  f r u s t r a t e d  by th e  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  s t r u c t u r e  and  

b u re a u c ra c y , th e  c r e a t iv e  s t a f f  co u ld  have o rg a n ise d  a com m ercial 

in d u s try  to  fe e d  th e  s e r v ic e .

A nother a re a  where th e  im p re c ise  p la n n in g  b lu r s  focus in  th e  t e l e v i s i o n  

in d u s try  a s  i t  has been run  i s  in  th e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f th e  a u d ien ce . 

More o f te n  th a n  n o t,  s t a t i o n  o p e ra to rs  id e n t i f y  t h e i r  a u d ien ce  by th e  

p h y s i c a l  c o v e ra g e  p a t t e r n  -  th e  e f f a c t i v i t y  o f  th e  t r a n s m i t t e r ’ s 

s ig n a l s .  T h is  d e f in i t i o n  in  i t s e l f  i s  s u b je c t  to  so many f a c to r s  such 

t h a t  i t  i s  u n r e l i a b le .

Beyond th e  in h e re n t  problem s in  t h a t  d e f i n i t i o n  i s  th e  i n a b i l i t y  o f th e  

s t a t i o n  m anagers to  p u t a fa c e  to  t h e i r  au d ien ce . The au d ien ce  i s  

d e s c r ib e d  in  such  vague nebu lous term s when d e s c r ib e d .

The a u d ien ce  b e s id e s  b e in g  c l a s s i f i e d  by t h e i r  l i n g u i s t i c  com petence a r e  

i d e n t i f i e d  by such sw eeping te rm s w hich a re  g e n e ra l ly  u n d e rs to o d  b u t 

h a rd  to  d e f in e  th u s  be ag reed  upon - g r a s s r o o ts ,  e l i t e s ,  m asses, you ths 

e d u c a te d . T h is i s  as  i l l u s t r a t e d  in  th e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f th e  aud ience  

news: news l i k e  t e l e v i s i o n  i s  meant f o r  everybody who .4ciS a c c e ss  to  a 

s e t .
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Examples o f  A udience D e s c r ip tio n s  

Manager Programmes LTV

'B a s ic a l ly  Lagos s t a t e  i s  our p rim ary  t a r g e t  a re a  b u t we a re  
aw are t h a t  o u r cov erag e  a re a  ex ten d s  to  Ogun, Oyo and p a r t s  
of B endel s t a t e s  we even g e t as  f a r  a s  Benin R ep u b lic  and 
Ghana. We a re  q u i te  m indfu l o f t h i s  re a c h  th a t  i s  beyond our 
t a r g e t  a u d ien ce , even though our sc h e d u lin g  i s  o r ig i n a l l y  
meant f o r  th e  Lagos s t a t e  au d ien ce , we p la n  f o r  th e m .'

P .P . BCOS

'We c a t e r  f o r  a l l  i n t e r e s t ,  we have c h i ld r e n  as  o u r t a r g e t  
au d ien ce  in  some segm ent. That a g a in  would be E n g lish  o r 
Yoruba sp e a k in g . We have th e  c h i l d r e n 's  b e l t ;  y o u th  and 
a d o le s c e n ts  and a d u l t s .  We have some programmes t h a t  c u t 
a c ro s s  a l l  th r e e  . . . '

NTA 12 C .P .

'G e n e ra lly  ou r au d ien ce  i s  more r u r a l  b u t each programme has 
i t s  own t a r g e t  a u d ie n c e , so  we have programmes fo r  b o th  r u r a l  
and u rb an  t a r g e t s . I t  now depends on how we w eigh t th e  
im p o rtan ce  o f one a g a in s t  th e  o th e r .  T h is i s  r e f l e c t e d  in  th e  
o v e r a l l  co m p o sitio n  o f our programme s c h e d u le . '

AGM - P ro d u c tio n  S e rv ic e s  (OGTV)

'OGTV has everybody in  mind in  i t s  programming. Every s t r a t a  
o f th e  a u d ie n c e 's  c u l tu r e  i s  r e p re s e n te d .  This forms th e  base  
o f ou r programming f o r  th e  day and th e  week; t r y in g  to  
s a t i s f y  ev e ry  s e c to r  o f s o c ie ty .  Our p r in c ip a l  co v erag e  a re a  
i s  Ogun s t a t e  b u t we a re  re c e iv e d  c l e a r ly  in  Lagos, Oyo, Ondo 
and R ep u b lic  of B enin . We have even had programmes in  F rench . 
In  f a c t ,  we once had a programme in  R u ss ian . T hat i s  our 
a t t i t u d e ,  we b e l ie v e  t h a t  peop le  have a r i g h t  to  le a r n  as 
lo n g  as  th e r e  i s  som ething w orth  l e a r n i n g . '

E x c e rp ts  o f  d ia lo g u e  w ith  News E d i to r  r e f e r r in g  to  th e  
au d ien ce

R; Why w i l l  a l l  th e s e  be news i f  OGTV i s  s e rv in g  th e  p e o p le  i f
OGTV i s  th e  p e o p le ’s t e l l y  . . .  who e x a c t ly  do you even  th in k
w atches th e  news?

E d ito r
' I t  sh o u ld  be i n t e r e s t i n g  to  know e x a c t ly  because  th e y  ( s ic )  
a r e  p e o p le  who a re  g o ing  round, th e y  a re  im p o rtan t in  s o c ie ty  
to o .  They a re  v i s i t i n g  your s t a t e ,  th ey  go back w ith  an 
im p re ss io n  [ i . e .  s u b je c t s  o f th e  news item  in  q u e s t io n ] '

R: Would you say  th e  av e ra g e  m arket woman in  Lafenwa would be
i n t e r e s t e d  in  th e  v i s i t  o f th e  p eo p le  from Command and S ta f f
c o lle g e ?

E d ito r
'The d i r e c t  answ er i s  no! I  d o n 't  k id  m y se lf. The d i r e c t
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answer is no, I don't expect them to be interested.'
E x c e p ts  o f  d ia lo g u e  w i th  new s r e p o r t e r .  S t a t e  H ouse 
c o rre sp o n d e n t

R: When you are writing your report, for example, who are you
writing your report for? Who do you have at the back of your 
mind that you are talking to?

Reporter
'I believe I'm talking to an ordinary literate mind outside 

R: Just describe the person
Reporter

'A t l e a s t  a secondary  sch o o l g ra d e . C la ss  3 so to  say  w i l l  be 
a b le  to  g rab  som eth ing .

The im p re c is io n  in  d e f in in g  th e  au d ien ce  i s  r e f l e c t e d  in  and a l s o  i s  a 

r e f l e c t i o n  o f th e  o b je c t iv e s .  The NTA, fo r  exam ple, i s  ex p ec ted  by i t s  

p o lic y  to  have as  many as 16 programme ty p e s , each  t a r g e t t e d  to  an 

aud ience  ty p e , to  f u l f i l  c e r t a i n  o b je c t iv e s  in  such s t r a t a  o f s o c ie ty .  

The t a r g e t  au d ien ce  i s  th u s  i d e n t i f i e d  by th e  programme.

This shotgun orientation to programming has been attributed to the 
public service nature of the NTA. That means the finger again is being 
pointed at the underlying orientation to the business.

The statutory purpose of the NTA dictates that this must be so. The 
number of objectives, and the targets set, that each of those objectives 
may be met, are such that it is impossible to try and meet all those 
standards without being stifled. (Ref. to Appendix. The objectives of 
Television Broadcasting in Nigeria.) For example

'The objectives are meant to cover the areas of education, 
information and entertainment ...'
'T e le v is io n  b ro a d c a s t in g  sh o u ld  a l s o  se rv e  as  a means o f 
b r in g in g  news and in fo rm a tio n  to  a s  many N ig e ria n s  as  i t  can 
p h y s ic a l ly  re a c h '
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The im p lic a t io n  of t h i s  on programm ing i s  t h a t  s t a t i o n s  a tte m p t to  be 

j a c k - o f - a l l  t r a d e s .  Programme d e s ig n  in  some c a se s  becom ejam b itio u s  and 

beyond th e  scope of many a s t a t i o n .

The imposed p o l i c i e s  in  t h i s  way c o n s t r a in  what th e  program m ers, who a re  

e x p e r ts  on th e  environm ent which th e y  s e rv e , can  do. The r a t i o n a le ,  f o r  

such compromises a r e  based  on th e  f a c t ,  t h a t  s t a t i o n  perfo rm ance must be 

judged  a g a in s t  th e  c r i t e r i a  fo r  w hich th o se  s t a t i o n s  w ere s e t  up, n o t 

j u s t  on any e x p e c ta t io n  o f th e  s t a t i o n s .

Inasmuch a s  t e l e v i s i o n  in  N ig e r ia  i s  seen  a s  a p u b l ic  s e r v ic e  by some, 

i t  m ust, acc o rd in g  to  an A s s is ta n t  D ire c to r ,  be seen  to  be long  to  

everyone n o t th e  s o le  p re s e rv e  o f some.

I t  d id  n o t m a tte r  what h i s  p e rs o n a l c o n v ic tio n s  a g a in s t  such  an approach  

to  ru n n in g  a s t a t i o n  w ere, a c e r t a in  NTA s t a t i o n  manager was a b le  to  see  

th e  p o in t  in  th e  a u t h o r i t y 's  re a s o n in g . T h is i s  t h a t  comprom ises made 

a re  tow ards o b je c t iv e s  which i f  a c h ie v e d , canno t be q u a n t i f ie d  in  

m onetary te rm s .

'As a m a tte r  o f f a c t ,  I  th in k  t h a t  i f  some o f th o s e  th in g s  
a re  n o t done, th e  amount o f money th a t  w i l l  be sp e n t in  
k i l l i n g  some o f th e  problem s t h a t  w i l l  have a r i s e n  from n o t 
d o ing  them, . . .  w i l l  be more th a n  what we a re  lo o s in g  in  
term s o f a i r - t im e  and th in g s  l i k e  t h a t . '

Commercial P u b lic  S e rv ic e s

The manager o f y e t a n o th e r  NTA s t a t i o n  i d e n t i f i e s  th e  problem  as b e in g

one o f a p p ro a c h  to  m anagem ent e s p e c i a l l y  in  t h e  wake o f

c o m m e rc ia lis a tio n  -  t h a t  c o n f l i c t i n g  g o a ls  were b e in g  p u rsu ed .

'The NTA was s e t  up by D ecree 24 o f  1977 a s  a n a t io n a l  
b ro a d c a s tin g  o u t f i t .  As opposed to  b e in g  an autonomous body 
i t  was fu n d e d  by d i r e c t  s u b v e n t io n  from  g o v e rn m e n t. 
Commercial a c t i v i t i e s  w ere f a i r l y  i r r e l e v a n t  from th e  o n s e t .
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But th e n  a lo n g  came th e  o i l  doom and su b v en tio n  was c u t  from 
N50 m i l l io n  to  about N il m i l l io n  [an a u th o r i ty  w hich had 
grown in  th e  number o f s t a t i o n s  in  i t s  netw ork , and th u s  
s t a f f  s t r e n g t h ] .

NTA to  s u rv iv e  had to  d e v ise  a  means o f e x i s t in g  th u s  
com m ercial a c t i v i t i e s  were g iv en  g r e a t e r  prom inence . . . 3-4
y e a rs  ago we were runn ing  p r im a r i ly  a s  a p u b lic  s e r v ic e .  Now 
t h a t  we have had to  add on th e  com m ercial a c t i v i t i e s  and even 
made them more im p o rta n t, we a re  b le n d in g  two d ia m e tr i c a l ly  
opposed o r i e n t a t i o n s . '

T h is  m a n ag e r 's  view i s  th a t  p ro p e r p u b lic  s e r v ic e  can n o t be a s su re d  as  

lo n g  a s  c o m m e rc ia l i n t e r e s t s  a r e  made p a ra m o u n t. The a d v e r t i s e r s  

conce rn s  a r e  c e r t a in l y  going to  ta k e  p r i o r i t y  over th e  a u d ie n c e s . W hile 

t h i s  may n o t be as  g la r in g  on c e r t a i n  s t a t i o n s  y e t ,  s in c e  NTA, as  

'c u s to d ia n s  o f p u b lic  i n t e r e s t '  te n d s  to  o b serv e  s t r i c t l y  i t s  co d es , 

in c r e a s in g ly  co n ce ss io n s  a re  b e in g  made to  a d v e r t i s e r s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  as  

th e y  a r e  b e in g  asked  to  pay more.

The f a c t  t h a t  th e  a d v e r t i s e r s  have to  be wooed means th e y  g e t  a g r e a te r  

say  in  th e  programmes. A. c e r t a in  s t a t i o n  manager was w o rrie d  t h a t  a 

seem ing ly  rem ote p o s s i b i l i t y ,  c a p tu re d  in  a jo k e , may b e fo re  long  be a 

r e a l i t y .  -  The jo k e  had been th a t  f o r  th e  r i g h t  p r i c e ,  a w ealthy  enough 

pe rso n  would buy a i r - t im e ,  n o t to  t r a n s m it  any programme a t  a l l ,  b u t to  

have i t  rem ain  b la n k  fo r  th e  p e r io d  o f  tim e . 'T h is  dead  a i r  tim e h as  

been c o u r te s y  o f Mr. R ic h '.

The d e s p e ra te  s i t u a t i o n  b rou g h t abou t by f in a n c ia l  c o n s id e r a t io n s  must 

be view ed a lo n g  w ith  th e  s t a t i o n  m anagers c o n s id e ra t io n  o f governm ent 

i n t e r e s t s .  Such c o n s id e ra tio n s  n e e d le s s - to - s a y  shape th e  c r e a t i v i t y .  I t  

i s  th u s  a p p a re n t th a t  th e  aud ien ce  i s  n o t th e  r a is o n  d 'e t r e .  R e a lly  in  

th e  f i n a l  a n a ly s i s ,  th e  au d ien ce  i n t e r e s t  i s  l a s t  to  be c o n s id e re d  

ex ce p t o f c o u rse  i f  such c o in c id e  w ith  ( i )  governm ents i n t e r e s t ,  ( i i )
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advertiser's concerns or (iii) the media manager's schemes. The audience 
is very often just the recipient of the results of the bargaining of the 
three.

It may be inaccurate to conclude that audience interests cannot be 
served in a commercially motivated public service. The history of WNTV 
suggests that a commercial service motivated by social responsibility is 
possible and effective. But this station did not have the demands of a 
superstructure as the NTA's imposed on it.

Some station managers in state owned stations (LTV, BCOS) have defined 
their service in such a way that acceptable compromises are made in the 
execution of their objectives.

So what is the philosophy that guides your programming?
A: 'We aim to

(i) propagate or sell government to the people
(ii) to bring the people nearer to government.
We sell the plans of government to the masses, the governed 
and feed the government with responses of the masses.
Actually the medium is a tool of governance. Can be used for 
selling policy, amplifying and explaining to people in a 
language they understood. Thus, we are always creating 
programmes that will sell the policy, amplifying and 
explaining to people in a language they understood.' [sic]

Indeed, the ideals of the objectives are not queried. It is the chosen 
method of execution that is doubtful. Whilst the value cannot be 
quantified in monetary terms, the success of the efforts can yet not be 
quantified. It cannot be assumed that the laudable goals, translate into 
the desired goals of operation. It is yet to be demonstrated, that the 
NTA as its being run has fostered national unity, promoted mutual 
understanding and not brought the government to disrepute with the 
governed.
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The regional television establishments which preceded the NTA had 
similar social service bias though their mode of operation differed. The 
stations even though they had a regional focus had some national 
consideration given to programming. More importantly is that they had a 
mix of programmes which was selected based on the close understanding of 
the audience, and an identification with their aspirations.

Programme makers are well aware of the dangers of being blatantly 
identified with government and being perceived as propaganda channels.
They acknowledge that such an image could kill the programme and the 
message. Yet, they feel mandated to attempt the subtle injection of such 
government (social mobilisation) messages.

Their objectives do not remain constant. They are interpreted to reflect 
the realities of prevalent situations for example the economic 
depression, transition to civil rule. In responding to the socio
political realities, the stations have either ignored or not considered 
the audience's ability to discern their subtle attempts.

Im pact o f  C e n t r a l i s a t io n

Centralisation of the NTA has impacted the entire television industry Mk/G- 
than it probably set out to do. it has mapped out how funds are spread 
both within and outside the authority.

There is a concentration of funds at the network level. This has meant 
sleeker productions for the network. That, in itself, makes it a more 
ready revenue generator - being more attractive to advertisers and 
reducing the share of the pie that state owned stations, never mind how
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e f f e c t iv e  th e y  a re ,  can a s p i r e  to  g e t .  The t re n d  i s  d a i ly  b e in g  

c h a lle n g e d .

Even w ith in  th e  NTA cong lom era te , th e  p ro d u c tio n  c e n t r e s ,  a s  a r e s u l t  o f 

c e n t r a l i s a t i o n  f in d  t h a t  i n i t i a t i v e  i s  som etim es s t i f l e d .  B esides th e  

f a c t  t h a t  th e  funds a v a i la b le  to  them a re  [p o s s ib ly ]  red u ced ; such t h a t  

th e y  a re  fo rc e d  to  be m odest in  t h e i r  a s p i r a t io n s ,  th e r e  i s  th e  f a c t  

t h a t  th e y  have to  w a it f o r  ap p ro v a l from h e a d q u a r te rs  f o r  c e r t a in  

c a te g o r ie s  o f sp end ing . T h is i s  in  some ways c o n s id e re d  to  be a d rag  on 

a c t io n ,  a lth o u g h  i t  i s  a l s o  o f te n  tim es b e n e f i c i a l  to  some s t a t i o n s .  The 

f a c t ,  f o r  exam ple, t h a t  th e  s t a t io n s  a r e  r e l i e v e d  o f th e  b o th e r  o f 

c a p i t a l  e x p e n d itu re  -  a l l  e x p e n d itu re  c o n ce rn in g  t r a n s m i t t e r s  and such  

c a p i t a l  in t e n s iv e  p r o je c ts  a re  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  of th e  h e a d q u a r te r s .  

What in  t h i s  sen se  i s  a r e l i e f ,  however, does som etim es end up b e in g  a 

problem  in  p r a c t i c a l  te rm s. T h is  problem  may be more g la r in g  in  s t a t i o n s  

which a re  f a r  from th e  h e a d q u a r te rs  (NTA M akurd i). The d is ta n c e  may be 

e i t h e r  in  term s o f p h y s ic a l  p ro x im ity , o r  p e rso n a l r e l a t i o n s  -  th e  

m anagers a b i l i t y  to  g e t th e  system  w orking.

The m agnitude o f such a s i t u a t i o n  i s  b e s t  im agined when one th in k s  o f 

th e  p ro s p e c ts  o f an imminent breakdown o f a  t r a n s m i t t e r .

O ther p o s s ib le  advan tages t h a t  an arrangem ent such a s  c e n t r a l i s a t i o n  

a f f o r d s ,  a r e  e x p e rien ced  in  th o se  s t a t i o n s  which o r d in a r i ly  may n o t be 

v ia b le ,  b u t  which r e s t  on th e  su c c e sse s  o f more p r o f i t a b l e  s t a t i o n s .

The most vehem ent o b je c tio n  to  c e n t r a l i s a t i o n ,  however, i s  t h a t  netw ork  

u su rp s  th e  b e s t  o f programming tim e . The in e v i ta b ly  f i n e r  p ro d u c tio n s  

em anating  from th e  n a t io n a l  d i r e c to r a t e  a re  t r a n s m it te d  a t  prim e tim e  -
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som etim es from 7.30  p.m. b u t u s u a l ly  betw een 8 .00  and 9 .45  p.m . W h ils t 

th e  p e r io d  from 8 .00  p.m . to  9 p.m. i s  m andatory on ly  f o r  th e  NTA 

s t a t i o n s ,  th e  n a t io n a l  news betw een 9 .00  and 9 .45 p.m . i s  m andatory fo r  

even s t a t e  governm ent owned s t a t i o n s .

There i s  th e  argum ent t h a t  s t a t e  au d ien ces  can  be reach ed  a t  tim es o th e r  

th a n  prim e tim e . Such argum ents a re  b ased  on assu m p tio n s  abou t th e  

aud ien ce  b e h a v io u r . The s t a t i o n  m anagers a t  th e  s t a t e s ,  who sh o u ld  know 

b e t t e r  do n o t ag re e  w ith  t h i s  b u t th e y , w h ils t  acknow ledging th e  

c o n s t r a in t s  th e  system  b r in g s ,  have to  comply w ith  th e  d i r e c t i v e s  from 

above. They have to  work around th e  tim e  a v a i la b le  to  them.

A n o th e r  a rg u m e n t p u t  up a t  th e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  i n  d e f e n s e  o f  th e  

u s u rp a tio n  o f prim e tim e, i s  t h a t  th e  s t a t i o n s  can h a rd ly  p u t even th e  

30 m inu te  a c c e s s  tim e th ey  a re  g iv e n , to  p r o f i t a b l e  u s e . T h is  a g a in  goes 

back to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  system  has f o r  long  made s t a t e  s t a t i o n s  l e s s  

f i n a n c i a l l y  ad eq u a te  to  p roduce such programmes as can  com pare w ith  th e  

netw ork p ro d u c tio n s .  An a tte m p t to  succeed  a t  such  c o u ld  r e q u i r e  

endu ran ce , tim e  f o r  th e  programmes to  p rove th e m se lv es . Such tim e , th e  

netw ork i s  n o t p rep a red  to  p a r t  w ith . At th e  end o f th e  day, th e  

argum ent w hich ap p ea rs  to  c a r ry  most w eigh t i s  t h a t  w hich i s  b o th  

f i n a n c i a l l y  m o tiv a te d , and draws on th e  a u t h o r i t y 's  g o a ls .  T h is  i s  t h a t  

th e  s a le  o f a i r t im e  a t  th e  c e n t r e  p ro v id e s  funds w ith  which th e  NTA ru n s  

even i t s  s t a t e  s i tu a te d  s t a t i o n s .  T his argum ent i s  f u r th e r  j u s t i f i e d  by 

th e  f a c t  t h a t  n a t io n a l  programmes a re  s e t  to  f o s te r  n a t io n a l  u n i ty .

The q u e s t io n  to  be asked  i s  i f  they  do, o r  i f  so many o f them a re  

re q u ire d  to  do so . T his i s s u e  i s  ad d re ssed  by th e  au d ien ce  in  th e  o th e r  

s ta g e  o f t h i s  re s e a rc h  which fo c u se s  on th e  v ie w e rs ' p e r s p e c t iv e .
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TELEVISION PROGRAMMING IN NIGERIA

An Overview

U nlike in  th e  more developed  n a t io n s  o f th e  w orld (U .S .A ., B r i ta in )

programming, on N ig e ria n  t e l e v i s i o n  i s  more l im ite d  to  c e r t a i n  p a r t s  o f 

t h e  day  and  n i g h t  e s p e c i a l l y  on week d a y s .  T ra n s m is s io n  u s u a l l y  

commences in  th e  e a r ly  ev en in g ; round ab o u t 4 .00  p.m. I t  l a s t s  f o r  abou t 

s ix  h o u rs . At weekends, tra n s m is s io n  i s  u s u a l ly  fo r  lo n g e r  p e r io d s .  The 

le n g th  and th e  p a t te r n  of th e  weekend tra n s m is s io n  v a r ie s  w ith  th e  

a b i l i t y ,  and th e  m o tiv a tio n s  of th e  s t a t i o n .  The more com m ercially

a g g re s s iv e  s t a t i o n s  u s u a l ly  a tte m p t to  ru n  fo r  lo n g e r h o u rs . I t  i s  on 

such s t a t i o n s  t h a t  a v iew er w i l l  f in d  a 'b r e a k f a s t '  s e r v ic e  a t  th e  

weekend. T ran sm issio n  h e re  s t a r t s  abo u t 7 .00 a.m . Some o th e r  s t a t i o n s  

b eg in  tra n s m is s io n  a few h o u rs  l a t e r ;  a t  9 .00  a.m . o r  10.00 and some

o th e r  s t a t i o n s  do n o t s t a r t  t i l l  m id-day.

In  some o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  th e  c o u n t r y ,  o u t s i d e  th e  fo c u s  a r e a ,  

t r a n s m is s io n , even a t  w eekends, does n o t commence u n t i l  l a t e r  in  th e  

a f te rn o o n , a s  w ith  week d ay s . T his goes to  show th e  e x te n t  o f th e  media 

p re se n c e  in  th e  s tu d y  fo cu s a r e a .

G en e ra lly  th e  s t a t i o n s  c lo s e  down abou t m id n ig h t. There a r e  some (NTA) 

s t a t i o n s  w ith  p a r t i c u l a r l y  le a n  re s o u rc e s ,  and d i f f e r e n t  m an ag eria l 

ap p ro ach es, w hich c lo s e  down e a r l i e r  a t  abou t 11.15 p.m . From th e  

v iew ers p e r s p e c t iv e ,  what a l l  t h i s  means i s  t h a t  th e re  i s  programming 

a v a i la b le ,  from 4.00 p.m. t i l l  m idn igh t on weekdays and th e n  from 7 .00

a.m . to  m id n ig h t a t  w eekends. There i s  th u s  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of hav ing  

104 h o u rs  o f programming p e r  week.
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Programme Scheduling
A ll th e  s t a t i o n s  s tu d ie d ,  ex ce p t one ( th e  t e l e v i s io n  s e r v ic e  o f th e  

B ro a d c a s tin g  C o rp o ra tio n  o f Oyo State-BCOS) o p e ra te  a q u a r te r ly  system  

o f program m ing. T his means t h a t  th e  sc h e d u le s  a re  v a l id  f o r  abou t th r e e  

m onths. Even when th e  sch ed u le  i s  drawn up fo r  a new q u a r te r ,  th e r e  a r e  

some programmes l i k e  th e  news which do n o t lo s e  t h e i r  s l o t s .  There a re  

o th e r  programmes, which a re  a ls o  more o r  l e s s  f i x t u r e s ,  and t h i s  depends 

on th e  d e f in e d  m issio n  o f th e  s t a t i o n .  For in s ta n c e ,  a s t a t i o n  may want 

to  be seen  a s  a le a d e r  in  e n te r ta in m e n t o r  a s t a t i o n  o f s o p h i s t i c a t i o n ,  

o r  one which s e rv e s  th e  p eo p le  and, a s  such , w i l l  l a r g e ly  r e t a i n  th e  

ty p e s  o f programmes which makes i t  q u a l i f y  fo r  such im ages. O ften  th e  

u se  of tim e  does n o t change v e ry  much, a s  t h i s  r e f l e c t s  th e  au d ien ce  

th a t  i s  s e rv e d . What in  e f f e c t  changes, may be th e  s p e c i f i c  programmes. 

The s p e c i f i c  programmes a re  s im ply  th e  v e h ic le s  w hich ex e c u te  th e  

d e c la re d  p u rp o se .

W ith th e  many problem s th a t  th e  s t a t i o n s  fa c e , p ro d u c tio n  has  been 

la rg e ly  c u r t a i l e d  (as d is c u s s e d  e a r l i e r )  . I t  i s  h a rd  to  f in d  new 

programmes on th e  s c h e d u le s . Low s t a f f  m orale  coup led  w ith  a heavy work 

lo a d  means th e y  a r e  n o t coming up w ith  new id e a s .  When th e y  do, t i g h t  

r e s o u rc e s  keep th e  id e a s  in  th e  f i l e s .  As a r e s u l t ,  v e ry  few new 

p ro d u c tio n s , which a re  in -h o u s e , a r e  to  be found on th e  sc h e d u le s  fo r  

s e v e ra l  c o n s e c u tiv e  q u a r t e r s .

T h is  i s  n o t th e  ca se  w ith  sp o n so red , in d ependen t p ro d u c tio n s  though. 

With th e  f r u s t r a t i o n s  in  th e  TV s t a t i o n s ,  and th e  exodus o f s t a f f ,  th e  

in d ep en d en t p ro d u c tio n  o u t f i t s  a re  mushrooming. Those p ro d u c tio n s  which 

have sp o n so rs  a re  a t t r a c t i v e  to  th e  s t a t i o n s ,  o f te n  n o t  f o r  t h e i r  

q u a l i ty ,  b u t fo r  th e  revenue  th e y  b r in g .
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A rch iv a l m a te r ia l  from th e  s t a t i o n s  a re  a l s o  so u rc e s  o f programme 

changes in  a  sc h e d u le . T h is  i s  more a p p l ic a b le  to  th e  o ld e r  s t a t i o n s ,  o r  

th o se  who have th e  f a c i l i t y  o f a c e n t r a l  p o o l.  The s t a t i o n s ,  th u s ,  do 

n o t r e a l l y  change t h e i r  'c l o t h e s ' ,  they  m erely  r e c y c le  them in  d i f f e r e n t  

ways. What t h i s  means though i s  t h a t  th e  o b s e rv a tio n s  in  one q u a r t e r 's  

s c h e d u le s ,  r e m a in  r e l e v a n t  f o r  a n o t h e r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when t h e r e  i s  

c lo se n e s s  in  th e  tim e fram es.

The above a p p l ie s  to  th e  BCOS as  w e ll even though i t  o p e ra te s  a CADENCE

system . T h is  system  i s  sim ply  p r e f e r r e d  f o r  i t s  f l e x i b i l i t y  a s  a

C o n tr o l le r  programmes in  th e  s t a t i o n  e x p la in e d .

'The ad v an tag e  o f th e  CADENCE system  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  f l e x i b l e .
You may d is c o v e r  t h a t  when you have a programme id e a  i t  does 
n o t l a s t  lo n g e r  th a n  fo u r  weeks, th e n  you a re  s tu c k  i f  you 
ra n  a q u a r te r ly  s c h e d u le . . .  i t  [CADENCE] makes room fo r  
g e n e ra t in g  new id e a s  [b u t] A d v e r tis e r s  want a more s te a d y  
s c h e d u le  in  which th e  s l o t  th e y  can buy w i l l  n o t keep 
c h a n g in g . '

So, th e  f l e x i b i l i t y  in  th e  Cadence system  does no t mean t h a t  i t  i s  any 

e a s ie r  to  ru n  a s  th e  programm ers o p e ra t in g  w ith in  t h a t  system  them se lv es  

had found .

' I t  i s  more co n v en ien t f o r  us to  run  a q u a r te r ly  sc h e d u le . 
Cadence alw ays keeps you on your to e s ;  you a re  alw ays 
b ra in s to rm in g . I t  i s  a good th in g  i f  n o t f o r  com m ercial 
i n t e r e s t s . '

In deed , i t  i s  th e  f l e x i b i l i t y  in  t h i s  system  t h a t  makes i t  more 

a d a p ta b le  to  th e  com m ercial i n t e r e s t s . C o n tra c ts  a r e  n o t bound by th e  

q u a r te r ly  tim e fram es, f o r  in s ta n c e .  W hile t h i s  may work a g a in s t ,  i t  

c o u ld  a l s o  b e  p u t  to  u s e  by th e  s t a t i o n  in  t h a t  new , b e t t e r ,  

n e g o t ia t io n s  can be made any tim e as  long  a s  th e  d e s i r e d  au d ien ce  i s  

d e l iv e r e d .  T h is i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  im portance  o f com m ercial c o n s id e ra t io n s  

in  th e  e n t i r e  b u s in e s s  o f  program m ing. D esp ite  th e  f a c t  t h a t  a l l  th e
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s t a t i o n s  a re  engaged l i k e  t h i s ,  th e y  a l l  la y  c la im s to  h av in g  p u b lic  

s e rv ic e  o r i e n t a t i o n s .

F ive o f th e  sch ed u le s  d is c u s s e d  h e re in  were in  o p e ra t io n  in  th e  f i r s t  

q u a r te r  o f 1991. The BCOS sc h e d u le  was t h a t  in  o p e ra t io n  in  th e  months 

which would have been th e  second q u a r te r  o f 1991. The l a s t  sch ed u le  fo r  

NTA7 d is c u s s e d  h e re  was t h a t  o p e ra t io n  on th e  l a s t  q u a r te r  of 1990. 

These sc h e d u le s  can be re g a rd e d  as ty p ic a l  a t  l e a s t  f o r  th e  s tu d y  p e r io d  

fo r  th e  re a so n s  enum erated above.

The NTA Approach

For th e  NTA s ta t io n s  th e  programme i s  la r g e ly  c e n t r a l l y  p la n n e d . T h is  i s  

g eared  tow ards a t t a in i n g  a u n ifo rm ity , and a ls o  to  e n su re  t h a t  th e  

o b je c t iv e  o f  u n ify in g  th e  co u n try  i s  a ch iev ed .

T h e re  i s  a m a s te r  p la n  w h ich  o r i g i n a t e s  from  th e  D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  

Programmes. T his s e rv e s  a s  a gu ide  fo r  th e  s t a t i o n s .  The p la n  (o r  dummy 

sch ed u le ) s t r u c tu r e s  th e  b ro a d c a s t day in to  tim e b e l t s  and recommends 

what programme ty p e  o r  what t a r g e t  au d ien ce  i s  to  be re a c h e d  a t  such 

tim e s . For in s ta n c e ,  th e  tim e b lo ck  betw een 5 .00 and 6 .00 p.m . i s  

r e s e rv e d  a s  th e  C h i ld r e n 's  b e l t ;  7 .00  to  9 .00  i s  Fam ily b e l t .  There a re  

a ls o  recommended b lo c k s  f o r  s p o r t s ,  e d u c a tio n a l and o th e r  ty p e s  o f 

programme.

The fo rm at i s  gu ided  by th e  c o rp o ra te  o b je c t iv e s  amongst o th e r  th in g s .  

I t  assumes an u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f th e  au d ien ce  b eh av io u r and i t  a l s o  

a tte m p ts  to  f u l f i l  th e  s e v e ra l  b road  programming o b je c t iv e s .  T here a re  

as many a s  16 programme c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  stemming from th e  need to  re a c h  

a l l  s t r a t a  o f s o c ie ty  w ith  n a t io n a l  (developm enta l) m essages. These
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c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  a re  based  on e i t h e r  s u b je c t  i n t e r e s t ;  g en re ; fo rm at; 

t a r g e t  a u d ie n c e ;  o r  a c o m b in a t io n  o f  any  o f  th e  a b o v e . T h ese  

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  a re  o f te n  tim es  n o t m u tu a lly  e x c lu s iv e .  What goes under 

th e  b road  c a te g o ry  o f c h i l d r e n 's  o f te n  in c lu d e s  drama, t a lk s  -  s to r y  

t e l l i n g ,  even in te rv ie w s  w ith  to p  governm ent o f f i c i a l s  who s e iz e  th e  

o p p o r tu n ity  to  n a r r a te  th e  'g o v e rn m e n t's  s to r y ' a s  i s  th e  ca se  w ith  

Speak Out on th e  netw ork s e r v ic e .

B esides  p ro v id in g  th e  framework, th e  D ir e c to r a te  o f Programmes a c tu a l ly  

sc h e d u le s  a l l  th e  netw ork programm es. I t  i s  around t h i s  sch ed u le  t h a t  

th e  s t a t e  s i tu a te d  NTA s t a t i o n s  p la n  t h e i r  own o u tp u t. The d r a f t i n g  o f 

th e  netw ork sch ed u le  i s  in fo rm ed  by w hat programmes a re  a v a i la b le  f o r  

th e  q u a r te r  from Programmes, a s  w e ll a s  th e  News D ir e c to r a te s .  S e r ie s  

may be d is c o n tin u e d  fo r  d i f f e r e n t  re a so n s  o th e r  th a n  a norm al p lanned  

l i f e  sp an . For exam ple, th e r e  may be l e g a l  t u s s l e s ;  d isbandm ent o f c a s t  

and crew s, w hich h a l t  p ro d u c tio n  uncerem on iously . R eplacem ents have to  

be found h u r r ie d ly  fo r  such  programmes.

S ched u lin g  d e c is io n s  a re  a l s o  in form ed  by what i s  c o n s id e re d  n e c e ss a ry . 

L a r g e ly ,  th e  a b i l i t y  o f  a program m e to  a t t r a c t  s p o n s o r s h ip  i s  

c o n s id e re d , b u t when th e  a n t ic ip a te d  r o l e  o f a programme m easures up to  

p u b lic  i n t e r e s t ,  i t  may g e t  sch ed u le d  even when th e r e  i s  no sp o n so r. 

Here th e  a u th o r i ty  e x e rc is e s  i t s  r o l e  as  th e  c u s to d ia n  o f  p u b lic  

i n t e r e s t  in  making d e c is io n s  abou t a c c e p ta b i l i t y  o f th e  programmes 

w ith in  th e  l i m i t s  o f s e t  s ta n d a rd s .  T h is  i s  more th a n  can  be s a id  f o r  

some s t a t e  governm ent owned s t a t i o n s ,  who tu r n  a b l in d  eye to  programmes 

which a re  q u e s tio n a b le ; even se e k in g  lo o p h o le s  to  j u s t i f y  p re se n c e  o f 

such  on th e  s c re e n . The p rim ary  re a so n  fo r  excu sin g  th e s e  i s  th e  revenue 

t h a t  i s  th e re b y  acc ru ed .
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I t  used  to  be th a t  au d ien ce  re s e a rc h  was conducted  by th e  s t a t i o n s ,  

e s p e c ia l ly  th e  NTA. The c e n t r a l  a c q u i s i t io n  departm en t had au d ience  

p a n e l s  e v a l u a t i n g  a v a i l a b l e  o p t i o n s .  T h ese  e x e r c i s e s  g u id e d  th e  

d epartm en t in  d e te rm in in g  what i t  p u rch ased  and th e r e f o r e  what was 

sc h e d u le d . T h is  ty p e  o f  r e s e a rc h  has f o r  a few y e a rs  been  suspended a t  

th e  v a r io u s  s t a t io n s  due to  fund ing  c o n s t r a in t s  and o th e r  re a so n s  

d is c u s s e d  e a r l i e r .

Even when i t  was conducted , th e  re s e a rc h  a t  th e  s ta te -o w n e d  s t a t i o n s  

were more com m ercially  m o tiv a te d . In  one ca se  (OGTV) th e  r e s e a rc h  was 

conducted  by th e  E n g in ee rin g  departm en t to  e v a lu a te  t h e i r  perfo rm ance in  

th e  m arket a re a ,  was to  s e rv e  as  a g u ide  f o r  th e  com m ercial o f f i c e r s  who 

went s c o u tin g  fo r  a d v e r ts  and p a id  announcem ents. The r e s u l t s  were n o t 

r o u t in e ly  p assed  to  th e  Programmes dep artm en t to  gu ide them .

The same i s  t r u e  fo r  a n o th e r  s t a t i o n  (BCOS) which had r e s e a r c h  th a t  was 

com m issioned to  independen t a g e n c ie s . The BCOS in  i t s  c a se  went a s te p  

f u r th e r  by u s in g  i t s  r e s e a r c h  f in d in g s  f o r  image making to  i t s  o u ts id e  

p u b lic ;  and a s  a m orale b o o s te r  fo r  th e  s t a f f .  The r e s u l t s  w ere 

p u b lish e d  in  th e  o r g a n is a t io n 's  n e w s le t te r ,  a lth o u g h  th e y  were n o t 

r o u t in e ly  p assed  to  th e  programm ers fo r  them to  be used  a s  t o o l s .

As a r e s u l t  o f la c k  o f r e s e a r c h  in fo rm a tio n , th e  v a r io u s  s t a t i o n s  

d e v ise d  a  way o f hav ing  au d ien ce  o p in io n  re p re s e n te d  in  th e  sc h e d u lin g  

e x e r c is e .  There was in p u t from s t a f f  o f c e r t a in  s t a t u s ,  i r r e s p e c t iv e  o f 

what d ep a rtm en ts  they  belonged  to .  These s t a f f  a re  c o n s id e re d  p u b lic  

r e l a t i o n s  o f f i c e r s  o f s o r t s ;  th ey  b e in g  in  to u ch  w ith  th e  p u b lic  in  

d a i ly  l i f e ,  a re  ex p ec ted  to  be aware o f p u b lic  re sp o n s e . The s t a f f  were

116



th u s  q u a l i f i e d  to  a c t  a s  th e  v o ic e s  o f such members o f th e  p u b l ic .

The d r a f t  sch ed u le  p re s e n te d  by th e  Programmes d ep artm en t must be 

exam ined and approved by a c e n t r a l  management b oard  a t  th e  v a r io u s  

r e le v a n t  le v e ls  ( th a t  i s ,  f e d e r a l  o r  s t a t e  l e v e l ) . As a r e s u l t ,  th e re  i s  

an u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f th e  s t a t i o n s  o u tp u t in  a l l  q u a r t e r s . T here i s  a 

c o rp o ra te  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w ith  th e  sc h e d u le . I t  i s  th u s  n o t j u s t  th e  end 

p ro d u c t o f  th e  e f f o r t s  of one departm en t -  (Programmes) a lo n e .

At th e  netw ork  le v e l  th e  sch ed u le  must r e c e iv e  th e  a p p ro v a l of th e  

c e n t r a l  b o ard  o f management, headed by th e  D ire c to r -G e n e ra l.  T h e re a f te r  

i t  becomes o p e ra t io n a l  and i s  s e n t to  th e  v a r io u s  s t a t i o n s .

The p o l i t i c s  o f sc h e d u lin g  a t  th e  netw ork le v e l  i s  in f lu e n c e d  by th e  

l i n g u i s t i c  and  c u l t u r a l  c o m p le x i t i e s  o f  th e  n a t i o n .  The n e tw o rk  

programmes a re  n e c e s s a r i ly  in  E n g lish . Even i f  some i n t e r j e c t i o n s  a re  

made in  th e  v e rn a c u la r ,  th e y  a re  m erely  p a r t  of th e  c h a r a c t e r i s a t i o n .  

There a r e  a few (drama) programmes w herein  p id g in  E n g lish  i s  la r g e ly  

u sed . T h is  w idens th e  ap p ea l of such programmes and in c re a s e s  th e  

au d ien ce  b a se . N o tab le  exam ples a re  th e  New Masquerade, th e  d is c o n tin u e d  

New V i l l a g e  H ea d m a ste r  and  New Sam anja .  T hese  e x a m p le s  w ere  a l l  

o r ig i n a l l y  produced  fo r  lo c a l  au d ie n c e s , b e fo re  b e in g  ta k e n  o v er f o r  a 

n a t io n a l  au d ien ce  (hence th e  p r e f ix  New b e fo re  t h e i r  t i t l e s ) .

There a r e  s e v e ra l  p ro d u c tio n s  which were n o t o r ig i n a l l y  co n ce iv ed  fo r  

lo c a l  a u d ie n c e s . These p ro d u c tio n s  were conce ived  w ith  th e  E n g lish  

language as  th e  medium of e x p re s s io n , u n lik e  some o f th e  above where th e  

th o u g h t had been t r a n s l a te d  in to  E n g lish . These p ro d u c tio n s ,  th e r e f o r e ,  

in e v i ta b ly  ta k e  on some fo re ig n  sem blances even though th e y  a re  lo c a l
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p ro d u c tio n s .  T h is  i s  a l s o  a r e f l e c t i o n  o f th e  im pact o f  exposure to  

W estern c u l tu r e  in  many o th e r  ways. I t  i s  a f e a tu r e  o f a w ider 

s o c i a l i s in g  p ro c e s s  prom oted by f r e e  flow  o f com m unications in  a m u l t i 

c u l t u r a l  s o c ie ty .  T h is means t h a t  even 'a u th e n t i c ' lo c a l  p ro d u c tio n s , 

so u rced  from a d i f f e r e n t  c u l tu r e  w i l l  s t i l l  be 'f o r e ig n ' to  a v iew er n o t 

f a m i l i a r  w ith  th a t  c u l tu r e .  In  e f f e c t ,  th e r e  w i l l  th u s  be a p e rc e n ta g e  

o f th e  lo c a l  p ro d u c tio n s , which a r e  o n ly  so q u a l i f i e d  b ecau se  o f th e  

lo c a t io n  o f th e  p ro d u c tio n . They may have no b e a r in g  on th e  r e a l  t a s t e s  

and v a lu e s  o f  th e  a u d ien ce .

One of th e  aim s o f netw ork programming i s  to  g iv e  every  N ig e ria n  a sen se  

o f b e lo n g in g  i r r e s p e c t iv e  of what p a r t  o f th e  c o u n try  h e /s h e  may be
k-

s i tu a te d ^  For t h i s  re a so n  a 'p ro p e r  m ix' o f programmes, t h a t  in c lu d e s  a s  

wide a ran g e  of programme ty p e s  a s  i s  f e a s ib l e ,  i s  sch ed u led  fo r  a 

n a t io n a l  a u d ie n c e . T his i s  i r r e s p e c t iv e  o f what i s  done a t  s t a t e  l e v e l .  

The netw ork  aims to  re a c h  each  N ig e ria n  w ith  a f e d e ra l  v o ic e .

There i s  an e x te n s io n  o f th a t  p h ilo so p h y  in  th e  NTA ( s t a t e )  s t a t i o n s .  

U nlike th e  netw ork  though , th ey  aim to  re a c h  th e  g r a s s r o o ts  in d ig en o u s  

au d ien ce  o f th e  s t a t e  th ey  s e rv e , w ith  th e  'f e d e r a l  v o i c e ' .  To be 

e f f e c t i v e  th e y  a r e  e x p e c te d  to  program m e p r e d o m in a n t ly  in  t h e  

v e rn a c u la r .  I t  i s  th e  p o lic y  t h a t  60-70 p e r  c e n t o f t h e i r  t o t a l  

p ro d u c tio n  be lo c a l .  One in t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f t h a t  p o lic y  would be, to  have 

60-70 p e r  c e n t  programme in  th e  v e rn a c u la r .  But t h i s  i s  n o t so . Indeed , 

i t  can n o t be so w ith  th e  imposed framework from netw ork a lre a d y  ta k in g  

a s  much as  40 p e r  c e n t and th e  s t a t i o n s  bound to  pay fo r  c e n t r a l l y  

a c q u ire d  fo re ig n  programmes which th e y  may n o t even d e s i r e .  Having p a id  

fo r  such , th e y  f e e l  o b lig e d  to  sch ed u le  them. A lready more th an  h a l f  o f  

th e  programming h ou rs have th e n  been c e n t r a l l y  accoun ted  f o r .  (Re^_N + 1
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in  C la s s i f i c a t i o n  2 t a b le s ;  C hart No. 1)

A nother p o l ic y  g u id e lin e  i s  t h a t  th e  s t a t i o n s  (NTA) sh o u ld  d ev o te  16 p e r  

c e n t o f t h e i r  tim e to  s e rv e  th e  i n t e r e s t  o f th e  l i n g u i s t i c  m in o r ity . 

There a r e  no s p e c ia l  p ro v is io n s  f o r  th e  p h y s ic a l ly  d is a b le d ,  th e  d e a f  

f o r  in s ta n c e  as  o b ta in s  in  B r i t a in .  The s t a t i o n s ,  w ith  th e  re s o u rc e s  

th ey  have, s im ply  cannot cope, even i f  th e r e  w ere. In  f a c t ,  c a te r in g  f o r  

th e  needs o f th e  l i n g u i s t i c  m in o r i t i e s  in  th e  in s ta n c e s  c i t e d  a re  

l im ite d  to  th e  l e a s t  am b itio u s  p ro d u c tio n s  p o s s ib le .  In  none o f th e  

s t a t io n s  exam ined does th e  m in o rity  au d ien ce  g e t 16 p e r  c e n t  o f th e  

programm ing. (Re - c a te g o ry  3 in  C la s s i f i c a t i o n  2 T able 1 ) ^

T his p ro v is io n  f o r  l i n g u i s t i c  m in o r i t i e s  does n o t s u f f i c e  in  some a re a s  

anyway a s  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  e s t a b l i s h  th e  dom inant lan g u ag e . T his was 

th e  ca se  in  th e  form er Bendel s t a t e ,  f o r  exam ple. The c r e a t io n  o f more 

s t a t e s ,  w ith  l e s s  d iv e rs e  p o ck e ts  o f a u d ie n c e s , may p rove  h e lp fu l  to  

programmers in  t h i s  r e s p e c t .  Such problem s were n o t en co u n te red  in  th e  

s tu d y  fo cu s  a r e a .

Yoruba (C ategory  2) i s  u ndoub ted ly  w idely  u n d ers to o d , i r r e s p e c t iv e  o f 

th e  e x i s t in g  d i a l e c t s .  T here a re  s ix  n a t iv e  d i a l e c t s  in  Ogun s t a t e  -  

Remo, I j e b u ,  E gba, E gbado , Egun and  A w ori. Of t h e s e ,  Egun i s  

acknowledged as  th e  m in o rity  b o th  in  Ogun and a d jo in in g  Lagos s t a t e .

I t  i s  im p o rta n t to  n o te , though , t h a t  th e s e  d i a l e c t s  a re  q u i t e  r a d ic a l l y  

d i f f e r e n t  b o th  in  term s o f  t h e i r  c o l lo q u ia l i s a t i o n  and more so  in  term s 

o f t h e i r  t o n a l i t y .  To u n d e rs ta n d  any one o f them, one r e q u i r e s  to  have 

an accustom ed e a r .  Of th e  above, Egun i s  t h a t  which i s  most r a d i c a l l y  

d i f f e r e n t ;  most e x c lu s iv e , hence th e  tendency  to  c o n s id e r  i t  to  be a
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distinct minority language. (Category 3) /X ^ '

T his c o n s id e ra t io n  i s  e v id e n t in  th e  programming o f th e  s t a t i o n s  se rv in g  

b o th  Ogun and Lagos s t a t e s . Oyo s t a t e  w hich b o rd e rs  Ogun s t a t e  on th e  

n o r th -w e s t has  a  more l i n g u i s t i c a l l y  homogeneous au d ien ce  in  s p i t e  o f 

th e  d i a l e c t s  th e r e in .  The s t a t i o n s  which se rv e d  Oyo s t a t e  th u s  d id  n o t 

have to  co n ten d  w ith  th e  c o m p le x itie s  o f a l i n g u i s t i c a l l y  d iv e rs e  

a u d ien ce . (C h art No, 1 BCOS; NTA Ibadan)

B e s id e s  t h e  in d ig e n o u s  a u d ie n c e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  t h e  d i v e r s e  

co sm o p o litan  au d ien ces  to  be c o n s id e re d . M ig ra tio n  and r e - s e t t le m e n t  o f 

p eo p le  from v a r io u s  c u l tu r e s  a re  e v id e n t even in  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  hence 

th e r e  i s  s t i l l  th e  need to  u se  th e  E n g lish  language , even i f  i t  be 

p id g in .  E n g lish  i s  s t i l l  th e  o f f i c i a l  n a t io n a l  lan g u ag e . T h is i s  e v id e n t 

in  a l l  th e  sc h e d u le s  in c lu d in g  th e  lo c a l  sch ed u le s  (C ategory  1 in  

C la s s i f i c a t i o n  2 C hart No. 1)
' â

A nother re a s o n  why E n g lish  i s  a f e a tu r e  on th e  sc h ed u le  i s  because  o f 

th e  f o r e ig n  in p u t w ith in  th e  s c h e d u le s . (C ategory  5) These programmes 

v a ry  in  t h e i r  c o n te x t and t h e i r  o r ig in .  For in s ta n c e ,  th e r e  a r e  dram as, 

(c o m e d ie s ,  s o a p s ,  d e t e c t i v e s ) ,  th e  m o v ie s , c h i l d r e n ' s  p ro g ram m es, 

c a r to o n s , m agazines, en lig h ten m en t programmes, e n te r ta in m e n t ,  m usic, 

news, and s p o r t s .  The s p o r ts  programmes a re  p red o m in an tly  w re s t l in g  and 

f o o tb a l l .  The so u rces  o f th e s e  programmes vary  a s  w e ll .  There a re  

programmes from USA, UK, Germany, I t a l y .  There i s  one, te a c h in g  R ussian  

a s  a lan g u ag e ; and th e re  i s  a r e g u la r  s l o t  on one of th e  s t a t i o n s  (BCOS) 

f o r  In d ia n  m ovies.
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At the State Level
Whereas network programming is free of restrictions- the NTA stations at 
the states have other considerations to be mindful of. These stations 
have to contend with:

i) the framework imposed on them from headquarters - within the time 
available, after the network schedule has been outlined, they must 
endeavour to satisfy the policy guidelines laid out for them. Even 
then, they still have to consider the network programming so that 
efforts are not duplicated. This is why, for instance, there is no 
locally produced educational programmes on any of the NTA 
stations;

ii) the efforts of their local competitors must also be considered to 
ensure that they are not over-whelmed by the competitors ' strong 
points. This is very important bearing in mind that the state 
government stations, though claiming to be public service, are so 
more commercially inclined they they could sacrifice public 
interests for financial gains. Competition thus tends to be what is 
more commercially viable; that is what sponsors want rather than 
that which is considered good in 'public interest'. The highlight 
of this difference is glaring in the programme mix of the stations. 
Take the concentration of the movies and foreign programmes on the 
state stations as opposed to the government programmes; the talks 
and the documentaries from the NTA stations. There is also the 
concentration of the sponsored religious programmes and those 
featuring unorthodox healers referred to as metaphysicians on the 
state stations. These programmes are highly restricted on the NTA 
stations.

(Compare d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  m inu tes by programme ty p e  T ab le  1 a ls o  f ig u r e  

o f d a i ly  s c h e d u le s  in  a p p e n d ix .)
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At the bottom line of the stations' considerations are the peculiar 
needs of their audiences. In spite of how constraining the afore
mentioned considerations could have been, the stations still have the 
responsibility to reach the various segments of their audience with the 
developmental messages, and thereby fulfil the reason for which they had 
been established.

The c o n s id e ra t io n s  enum erated above a r e  a l s o  observed  in  th e  o p e ra t io n s  

of s ta te -g o v e rn m e n t owned s t a t i o n s ,  a lth o u g h  perhaps in  v a ry in g  d e g re e s . 

The f a c t  f o r  in s ta n c e  t h a t  s t a t e  owned s t a t i o n s  a re  com pelled  to  c a r ry  

only  th e  45 m inu tes new scast from th e  netw ork  s e rv ic e ,  g iv e s  them more 

f re e  tim e to  sch ed u le  t h e i r  own c h o ic e  of programmes. On av e ra g e , t h a t  

i s  about 2 h o u rs  47 m inu tes a day (ab o u t 17^ hours a w eek). In  a d d i t io n  

to  t h i s ,  tw o o f th e  s ta t e - o w n e d  s t a t i o n s  h av e  o p te d  o u t  o f  th e  

com pulsory tra n s m is s io n  o f th e  Sunday n ew scast in  i t s  e n t i r e t y .  T h e ir  

reaso n  f o r  t h i s  i s  t h a t  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f th e  programme, which th e y  do 

no t t r a n s m it ,  i s  n o t alw ays h a rd  news. S ince  th e  programme i s  sponso red , 

th e  s t a t i o n s  f e e l  th ey  ought to  be p a id  f o r  c a r ry in g  i t .  Indeed , th e  

re a so n in g  i s  a p p l ie d  on o th e r  days a s  w e ll ,  even w ith  th e  programme th e y  

acknowledge i s  news. The s t a t i o n s  b la c k  o u t news item s w hich th ey  reckon  

a re  com m ercial s t o r i e s ,  f o r  which th e  netw ork would have been p a id . 

R ather th a n  c a r ry  such s t o r i e s ,  th e y  prom ote t h e i r  s t a t i o n  o r  p la y  m usic 

as f i l l e r s .

As illustrated in the above, the seriousness of the funding problem has 
contributed to such laxity in operations. This often borders on 
insensitivity to set standards. In the absence of the added commercial 
considerations brought about by the financial plight experienced in the 
nation, the network and the state government owned stations, have
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similar guidelines guarding their operations. Presently it is the NTA 
which has documented, well articulated codes and guidelines to which it 
is bound unlike the state stations. There is a tendency towards being 
uncompromising. The state stations confess to having to make compromises 
which the NTA for its size, pride and prominence, cannot dare make. As 
far as the goals go, the stations are all geared towards the same 
purposes - to inform; to educate, to entertain. On closer inspection, 
all the stations see their roles as being to bring the government closer 
to the people; to foster an understanding of government policy; to 
mobilise the people; to give them a forum to be entertained. As a result 
of the above, there is a striking resemblance in the various schedules. 
For example, the unrivalled dominance of news in all the schedules as 
well as the prominence of Government and Talks programmes. (Ref Appendix 
- Daily Schedule Graphs)

The resemblance is also due, in part, to the similarity of the plights 
that the stations experience as has been described earlier. Besides, it 
is a feature of the pattern of supply and distribution of programmes. As 
a result of this there are certain programmes which feature on several 
stations,

With those stations which belong to the network, their foreign 
programmes are centrally acquired. They also have access to a central 
pool of local programmes from other stations. Stations, particularly 
those with similar socio-linguistic areas, are encouraged to exchange 
their own productions. This is to reduce total cost of production, as 
well as it being used to expose audience to other cultures and foster 
unity. All these are in addition to the network transmission.
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There i s  a l s o  th e  sy n d ic a tio n  of programmes o f te n  by sp o n so rs  and 

a d v e r t i s e r s  who, w a n tin g  to  s a t u r a t e  th e  m a rk e t ,  p l a c e  t h e  same 

programme on d i f f e r e n t  s t a t i o n s .  Fam ily  Menu sponsored  by Maggi Cubes, 

and Alawada, a  comedy in  Yoruba, sponso red  by C afenol a r e  exam ples o f 

t h i s .  T here a re  a ls o  th e  r e l i g io u s  programmes -  A n o th er  L i f e  th e  

American produced  soap o p era , 700 Club  and many more lo c a l  p ro d u c tio n s  

have in  t h i s  way become f e a tu r e s  on s e v e ra l  s c h e d u le s . W ith th e  s t a t i o n s  

which c a r r y  them, th e  a l t e r n a t iv e  h e a le r s  ( 'A ra n fa a jo ' and such) a l s o  

engage in  th e  ty p e  o f s y n d ic a tio n  d e s c r ib e d  above in  o rd e r  to  s a tu r a t e  

th e  m ark e t.

I t  i s  no tew o rth y  th a t  w ith  th e  l im i te d  p r iv a t e  s e c to r  in  N ig e r ia  th e r e  

a re  l i m i t a t i o n s  on th e  spo n so rs  which th e  s t a t i o n s  can e x p e c t to  have . 

T h is h as  m eant a l im ite d  number and v a r i e ty  o f a d v e r t is e m e n ts  which g e t  

a i r e d .  S ta t io n s  th u s  have to  s o l i c i t ,  a g g re s s iv e ly ,  f o r  p e rs o n a l p a id  

a d v e r t i s e m e n t s .  T h ese  a r e  n o t i c e s  o f  p e r s o n a l  o r  s o c i a l  e v e n t s ,  

m ee tin g s , o b i t u a r i e s ,  c h ie f ta in c y  cerem on ies, w eddings, s to le n  v e h ic le s ,  

se a so n a l g r e e t in g s ,  goodw ill m essages and th e re  i s  a l s o  room fo r  th e  

sm a ll- tim e  b u s in e s s e s  to  make announcem ents abou t t h e i r  w ares .

That in d ep en d en t p ro d u c tio n  and o th e r  s e r v ic in g  a re a s  f o r  th e  t e l e v i s i o n  

in d u s try ^ y e t  to  be developed  has meant a r e l i a n c e  on th e  same l im ite d  

co rp s  o f  p e rfo rm e rs  by th e  v a r io u s  s t a t i o n s .  There had h i t h e r t o  been 

n e g a t iv e  s o c ia l  a t t i t u d e s  tow ards p erfo rm in g  a r t i s t e s  and t h i s  had 

d isc o u ra g e d  grow th w ith in  th e  s e c to r .  T h is  a t t i t u d i n a l  problem  was 

f u r th e r  compounded by poor rem u n e ra tio n , and th e  poor s t a t e  o f r e le v a n t  

p h y s ic a l  s t r u c tu r e s  in  th e  s o c ie ty .  I t  i s  on ly  r e c e n t ly  ( l a t e  1970s) 

t h a t  b o ld e r  e f f o r t s  were made on a w ider s c a le .  The r e s u l t  o f a l l  th e s e  

i s  th a t  th e  same fa c e s  te n d  to  keep a p p e a r in g  on th e  v a r io u s  s t a t i o n s .
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even i f  i t  be in  d i f f e r e n t  programmes. S p l in te r  g roups come up w ith  

id e a s  s im i la r  to  th a t  o f  o r ig i n a l  g ro u p s, so  th e re  i s  a l s o  s i m i l a r i t y  of 

fo rm at and c o n te n t .

The im p lic a t io n  o f th e  above i s  t h a t  though th e re  a r e  a l t e r n a t i v e  

s t a t i o n s  a v a i la b le  fo r  v iew ing , o p tio n s  o f te n  tim es can  be l im i te d .  I t  

must be r e i t e r a t e d ,  though , t h a t  th e  p lu ra l is m  o f s t a t i o n s  e x i s t i n g  in  

th e  fo cu s  a re a  i s  by a c c id e n t  r a th e r  th an  by d e s ig n .

The language o f a p ro d u c tio n  i s  in d ic a t iv e  of th e  t a r g e t  a u d ie n c e . The 

lo c a l  language programmes a r e  o f te n  g eared  tow ards th e  in d ig en o u s  

au d ien ce . The E n g lish  language programmes a re  u s u a lly  t a r g e t t e d  tow ards 

th e  more ed u ca ted  a u d ien ce . S im ila r  d ed u c tio n s  cannot be made from th e  

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  by program m e-types. For in s ta n c e , ' t a l k s ’ programmes 

c a n n o t b e  s e e n  a s  a p p e a l in g  to  e l i t e s  a lo n e .  The t e c h n iq u e  o f  

p r e s e n ta t io n  h as  been a p p l ie d  to  d i f f e r e n t  ty p es  of a u d ie n c e . In  some 

c a se s  th e  programme fo rm at had been d ic ta t e d  by th e  exped ien cy  o f th e  

p r o d u c t io n  s i t u a t i o n .  Program m e d e s ig n  had  o f t e n  b e e n  g u id e d  by 

a f fo rd a b le  c o s t s .  What p e rh ap s  i s  more im p o rta n t, i s  th e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  

of programme by s u b je c t  which a ls o  r e f l e c t s  th e  t a r g e t t e d  au d ien ce  

segm en ts .

On i t s  p a r t ,  th e  programme sch ed u le  r e f l e c t s  th e  p resu m p tio n s  ab o u t 

au d ien ce  u se  o f tim e . I t  i s  a g a in s t  t h i s  background t h a t  th e  fo llo w in g  

d is c u s s io n  sh o u ld  be v iew ed. Each sch ed u le  i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  s t a t i o n 's  

u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  i t s  a u d ie n c e . The o v e r a l l  p ic tu r e  p re s e n te d  i s  th e  

c o n te x t in  w hich th e  au d ien ce  c h o ices  m ust be s i tu a te d ,  f o r  such  c h o ic e s  

to  become m e an in g fu l.
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Programme Flow Analysis

Follow ing  i s  a d e s c r ip t io n  o f th e  h ig h l ig h ts  of th e  programming s t r a t e g y  

on th e  v a r io u s  s t a t i o n s .  For d e t a i l e d  in fo rm a tio n  of each  programme 

rundown, se e  th e  appendix  f o r  th e  tim e flow  c h a r ts  and co m p ara tiv e  

g raphs o f  d a i ly  sc h e d u le s .

NTA Abeokuta
T his i s  th e  f e d e r a l  (netw ork) s t a t i o n  e s ta b l i s h e d  to  se rv e  th e  s t a t e  in  

which th e  s tu d y  focus a re a  i s  lo c a te d .  Because i t  b e lo n g s  to  th e  

netw ork , abo u t 55 p e r c e n t o f i t s  programming i s  c e n t r a l l y  a c q u ire d  (Re 

T able 1 -  C la s s i f i c a t i o n  2 ) .  Of th e s e ,  14 p e r  cen t a re  f o r e ig n  so u rced  

E n g lish  language programmes (C ategory  5) and 41 .2 p e r  c e n t from th e  

netw ork (N ).

There i s  an a d d i t io n a l  16 p e r  c e n t o f l o c a l ly  produced programmes w hich 

a re  a ls o  in  E n g lish  (C ategory  1 ) . Thus a s t a t i o n ,  w ith  a la r g e ly  r u r a l  

aud ience  w ith  presum ably l i t t l e  com petence w ith  E n g lish  as  a medium 

com m unication, has  abou t 70 p e r  c e n t o f i t s  programming in  E n g lis h . The 

programmes a r e  n o t s u b - t i t l e d  o r t r a n s l a t e d .

The c a te g o ry  of programmes w hich a re  b i - l i n g u a l  (C ategory 4) h av in g  made 

u se  o f i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  o r  in c o rp o ra te d  segm ents in  th e  lo c a l  language a r e  

on ly  6 .86  p e r  c e n t .  These f ig u r e s  c o n t r a s t  sh a rp ly  w ith  21 .6  p e r  c e n t o f 

programming in  th e  lo c a l  lan g u ag es (C ategory  2; Yoruba, 20 .8  and 

C ategory  3; Egun th e  m in o r ity  language .8  p e r  c e n t) .

T his p a t t e r n  a lre a d y  i s  a d e l in e a t io n  o f th e  aud ience  p ro s p e c ts  w hich 

th e  s t a t i o n  can hope f o r .
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NTA Abeokuta commences i t s  weekend tra n s m is s io n  a t  noon. On weekdays, 

Monday to  F r id a y , t ra n s m is s io n  b eg in s  a t  4 .00 p.m.

There a r e  c e r t a in  f ix t u r e s  w ith in  th e  sch ed u le  (sch ed u le  1 ) . The m ajor

n ew scas t, fo r  in s ta n c e ,  i s  sch ed u le  f o r  7 .00 t i l l  7 .30  p.m . d a i ly .  T his

n ew scast i s  in  E n g lish .

The 30 m inute Yoruba new scast i s  sch ed u led  f o r  an e a r l i e r  tim e o f 6 .00 

p.m . on weekdays. At th e  w eekends, th e  Yoruba i s  reduced  to  15 m inutes 

and i t  a l s o  lo o se s  i t s  6 o 'c lo c k  s l o t .  There i s  no sch ed u led  p o s i t io n  

fo r  n ew scasts  in  th e  m in o rity  d i a l e c t  (Egun) as  o b ta in s  on some o th e r  

s t a t i o n s  re c e iv a b le  in  t h i s  aud ien ce  m arke t. The c o n s is te n c y  of th e

p o s i t io n in g  o f th e  E n g lish  n ew scasts  i s  a programming s t r a t e g y  known as 

s t r ip p in g ;  i t  a id s  h a b i t  fo rm a tio n .

News programmes accoun t f o r  abou t 29 p e r  c e n t of t o t a l  programming 

h o u rs .

Drama i s  th e  n e x t b ig g e s t  chunk o f programming bu t th e se  programmes vary  

and th e y  a re  s c a t t e r e d  abou t on th e  sc h e d u le . There i s  a t  l e a s t  one

drama programme a day, b u t th e  p o s i t io n in g  i s  n o t c o n s i s t e n t .  There a re  

more drama s l o t s  c o n c e n tra te d  a t  th e  w eekends. There a re  two s l o t s  on 

F r id a y , th r e e  on S atu rd ay  and s ix  on Sundays. These programmes vary  in  

le n g th  and language; some a re  60 m in u tes , o th e rs  a re  30; some a re  in  

E n g lish , o th e rs  in  th e  v e rn a c u la r .  Four o u t o f th e  s ix  dramas fe a tu re d  

on Sunday, f o r  exam ple, a r e  in  Yoruba.

On th e  w hole, Sunday i s  th e  day w ith  th e  h ig h e s t  c o n c e n tra t io n  of Yoruba 

b ro a d c a s ts  in  th e  e n t i r e  week (230 m in u te s ) . I t  i s  th e  day when th e
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i

indigenous audience can hope for an almost uninterrupted service.

The e d u c a tio n a l  programmes t h a t  a re  b ro a d c a s t on t h i s  s t a t i o n  a re  a l l  

from th e  netw ork  s e r v ic e .  These programmes occupy th e  4 .30  to  5 .00  p.m . 

s t r i p  on w eekdays. In  f a c t ,  i t  i s  f o r  t h i s  rea so n  t h a t  NTA s t a t i o n s  

resume tr a n s m is s io n  as  e a r ly  as  they  do on weekdays. R a th e r  th a n  o p e ra te  

a s e p a ra te  e d u c a tio n a l s e r v ic e  e a r l i e r ,  which would w a rra n t a b re a k  

b e fo re  ev en in g  tra n s m is s io n , a s  was th e  ca se  i n s t r u c t io n a l  t e l e v i s i o n  

was moved to  a l a t e r  tim e o f 4 .30  p.m. S chools would have c lo se d  a t  t h i s  

tim e . The ev en ing  tra n s m is s io n  was a ls o  moved to  an e a r l i e r  tim e . W ith 

30 m inu tes each  day o f th e  5-day sch o o l week, e d u c a tio n a l  programmes 

make up ab o u t 14 p e r  c e n t o f th e  t o t a l  programming h o u r s .

In  com pliance w ith  th e  g u id e  from h e a d q u a r te rs ,  th e  programmes fo r  th e  ;
■

y o u n g e r a u d ie n c e  a r e  f e a t u r e s  b e tw e e n  5 .0 0  and 7 .0 0  p .m . T h ese  

programmes make up (380 m in u tes) a lm ost 11 p e r  c e n t o f programming tim e .

One-third of this comes from the network service.

As with other NTA stations, certain time blocks within this station's 
schedule have been conceded to the network transmission (the following 
time blocks, 4 .3 0 -5 .0 0  p.m.; 6 .3 0 -7 .0 0  p.m.; 8 .0 0 -9 .4 5  p.m. and 1 0 .0 0 - 

11.15 p.m.). Locally scheduled programmes thus have to be placed around 
these. As a result of this chequered use of the time, besides news, 
children's programmes are the only ones in a consistent time belt.

Going by the language and subject of the programmes in the 5 .3 0 -6 .0 0  

p.m. time belt, the station aims to serve various indigenous audience 
segments. The assumption is that they are available at such times.

Two of these programmes are on health, one is religious, one is on
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c u r r e n t  a f f a i r s / g e n e r a l  i n t e r e s t .  The o n ly  programme fo r  th e  l i n g u i s t i c  

m in o rity  i s  in  t h i s  b lo c k . The programmes assume a l e s s  p r iv i le g e d ,  l e s s  

inform ed a u d ien ce .

With th e  e x c e p tio n  of Sunday and Tuesday, th e  7 .3 0 -8 .0 0  p.m . tim e b lo c k  

i s  f i l l e d  up w ith  v a r io u s  t a l k  programmes. On Sunday th e re  i s  a comedy 

in  Yoruba -  Alawada, and on Tuesday a  f a m ily /c h i ld re n  q u iz  programme 

a l s o  i n  Y o ru b a . In d e e d ,  w i th  th e  e x c e p t io n  o f S a tu r d a y ,  a l l  t h e  

programmes in  t h a t  tim e s t r i p  a re  in  th e  Yoruba language.

B esides th e  many ( s u b tle )  a t te m p ts  a t  i n j e c t i n g  government m essages in to  

programmes, th e re  a re  s e v e ra l  programmes on th e  netw ork s e r v ic e  which 

a re  aimed a t  h ig h l ig h t in g  and e x p la in in g  th e  governm ent’s p o s i t io n s  on 

i s s u e s .  T h is  s o r t  o f programme acc o u n ts  fo r  4 .2  p er c e n t o f programming 

tim e . They a re  f e a tu re d  th r e e  days a week; tw ice  on Tuesday. In  

a d d i t io n ,  s e v e ra l  of th e  t a l k  programmes a re  focused  on a c c e p ta b le  c i v ic  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  developm ents on th e  p o l i t i c a l  scene p a r t i c u l a r l y  as  

re g a rd s  th e  governm en t's  t r a n s i t i o n  to  c i v i l  r u le .

The ch eck ered  u se  of th e  r e s t  o f th e  sch ed u le  (hav ing  c o n s id e re d  th e  

netw ork programmes) makes i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  b u i ld  up any p a r t i c u l a r  ty p e  

o f a u d ie n c e . One common f e a tu r e  o f th e  programmes f e a tu re d  in  t h i s  prim e 

tim e b lo c k  i s  t h a t  th e y  a r e  fo r  an E n g lish  speak ing  presum ably more 

e n l ig h te n e d , a u d ien ce . Only two o f th e  programmes (one drama and one 

ta lk s )  a re  lo c a l  p ro d u c tio n . The netw ork ta k e s  a s iz e a b le  chunk o f th e  

b lo c k  on w eekdays, and th e  o th e r  t im e - s lo t s  a re  f i l l e d  w ith  fo re ig n  

p r o d u c t i o n s  (o n e  d o c u m e n ta ry  and  tw o d r a m a s ) , At t h e  w eek en d s , 

tr a n s m is s io n  i s  rounded up w ith  drama p ro d u c tio n s . There a r e  no movies 

on t h i s  s t a t i o n .  Compared w ith  o th e r  s t a t i o n s ,  th e  fo re ig n  programmes on
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t h i s  one a re  sch ed u led  s p a r in g ly .  Ten o f th e  13 a r e  sch ed u led  fo r  

p e r io d s  b e fo re  8 .00  p.m. These a re  c h i ld r e n 's  programmes, e n lig h te n m e n t, 

e n te r ta in m e n t and drama programmes. T h is means th a t  a lth o u g h  a d u l ts  have 

a r e s t r i c t e d  supp ly  o f fo re ig n  p ro d u c tio n s , th e  c h i ld r e n  l i k e  th o se  in  

o th e r  p a r t s  o f th e  w orld  a re  t r e a t e d  to  c a r to o n s , a l s o  to  p o p u la r  

American p ro d u c tio n s  l i k e  Sesame S t r e e t ,  Contact 321, Going by th e  

sch ed u led  tim e s , th e  c h i ld r e n  a r e  n o t p re c lu d e d  from w atch in g  th e  drama 

and en lig h ten m en t (g e n e ra l in fo rm a tio n  program m es).

In  s p i t e  o f th e  6 p e r  c e n t o f programming dev o ted  to  s p o r t s ,  th e re  i s  no 

lo c a l  s p o r ts  p ro d u c tio n  on t h i s  s t a t i o n .  A ll i t s  s p o r ts  coverage  comes 

from th e  netw ork s e rv ic e .

Scheduled m u sic a ls  coun t f o r  on ly  3 p e r  c e n t  of programm ing b u t,  in  

a d d i t io n ,  m u s ic a ls  a re  a ls o  r e a d i ly  used  f o r  f i l l e r s .  T h e ir  u se  in  t h i s  

manner i s  n o t r e f l e c t e d  on th e  sc h e d u le . I t  i s  th e  freq u en cy  o f t h e i r  

usage in  t h i s  manner, more so  th a n  th e  s h e e r  tim e th ey  ta k e  up, which 

makes them an in t e r e s t i n g  f e a tu r e  on th e  sc re e n . Y et, t h i s  i s  n o t 

r e f l e c te d  on th e  sc h e d u le . In  l i k e  manner, th e  a d v e r t is e m e n ts  a r e  n o t 

sch ed u led  e i t h e r ,  though th ey  a re  a f e a tu r e  on th e  s c re e n .

The b ig g e s t  problem  w ith  t h i s  s t a t i o n  i s  w ith  th e  q u a l i ty  o f r e c e p t io n  

even w ith in  i t s  p rim ary  m arket a re a ,  Ogun s t a t e .  In  Sagamu, th e  s tu d y  

focus a r e a ,  th e re  were s e v e ra l  homes in  w hich NTA A beokuta was sim ply  

n o t an o p tio n  because  th e  s ig n a ls  were j u s t  n o t th e r e .

NTA Ik e ja

T his i s  a s t a t i o n  s i tu a te d  in  Lagos, in te n d e d  to  s e rv e  th e  in d ig en o u s 

Lagos s t a t e  a u d ie n c e . I t s  s ig n a l s  a re  re c e iv e d  in  Sagamu a s  in  some
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o th e r  p a r t s  o f Ogun s t a t e .  Because th e s e  a re  f r in g e  s ig n a l s ,  th e  q u a l i ty  

o f r e c e p t io n  co u ld  on o cca s io n s  be, u n d e rs ta n d a b ly , p oo r.

The c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f th e  s t a t i o n 's  t a r g e t  aud ien ce  i s  s im i la r  to  t h a t  o f 

a s t a t i o n  in  Ogun s t a t e .  There a re  (NTA) s i s t e r  s t a t i o n s  o p e ra t in g  

w ith in  th e  s t a t i o n 's  d e s ig n a te d  m arket a r e a ,  which c a t e r  f o r  th e  s p e c ia l  

needs o f th e  cosm opo litan  a u d ien ce . The programming d e c is io n s  o f th o se  

s t a t i o n s  a f f e c t  i t s  own; narrow ing  down i t s  fo c u s . A lthough th e y  a re  n o t 

meant to  be  c o m p e tito rs , th e re  a re  s t i l l  a re a s  o f common i n t e r e s t  

e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  i t  i s  th ro u g h  th e  c o s m o p o l i ta n  a u d ie n c e  t h a t  

a d v e r t i s in g  revenue can be g o t.

There i s  no form al e d u c a tio n a l programme on t h i s  s t a t i o n 's  sch ed u le  ( re  

Appendix P rog Rundown Schedule No. 2 ) . T h is i s  on ly  p o s s ib le  because  o f 

th e  e x is te n c e  o f o th e r  NTA s ta t io n s  w ith in  th e  same m arke t.

On w eekdays, tra n sm is s io n  b eg in s  a t  5 .30  p.m . w h ils t  a t  weekends th e  

s t a t i o n  i s  opened a t  2.00 p.m . T h is  means i t  i s  one o f th e  l a s t  s t a t i o n s  

to  resum e tra n s m is s io n  on any day . By so do ing  i t  c o n se rv e s  i t s  h a rd  

s t r e tc h e d  r e s o u r c e s ,

The l a r g e s t  s in g le  c a te g o ry  o f programmes on t h i s  s t a t i o n  i s  th e  news 

(28.36%) T ab le  1, a ls o  F ig . No. 2 . There a re  n ew scas ts  in  th r e e  

d i f f e r e n t  lan g u ag es d a i ly .  The le n g th  o f tim e  com m itted to  each  one o f 

th e s e  i s  n o t e q u a l . The p o s i t io n ,  l ik e w is e ,  la c k s  eq u a l d eg ree s  o f 

a t t r a c t i o n .

There a re  more new scasts  in  E n g lish  when one reckons th e  m ajor one a t

9 ,00 o 'c lo c k ,  and o th e r  new scasts  from th e  netw ork s e r v ic e .  In  a d d i t io n ,  

th e re  i s  th e  e a r l i e r  news in  b r i e f  and th e  m ajor lo c a l  n ew scast a t  7 .30
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p.m. P o s i t io n in g  th e  l a t t e r  a t  t h i s  tim e ap p ea rs  to  be in  d e fe re n c e  to  

th e  n ew scast on th e  o th e r  (o ld e r)  NTA s t a t i o n s  which t r a n s m its  t h e i r  

new scast betw een 7 .00 and 7 .30  p.m. They had  been on fo r  so  much lo n g e r .

The 15 m inute new scast in  Egun i s  p o s i t io n e d  a t  th e  e a r l i e r  tim e o f 6 .05 

fo llo w in g  r i g h t  a f t e r  th e  News in  B r i e f ,  The Yoruba new scast which i s  

a ls o  15 m inu tes long  i s  a t  th e  l a t e r  hour o f 9 .45  p .m ., d o v e ta i l in g  in to  

th e  netw ork n ew scas t. T h is  p a t te r n  r e f l e c t s  th e  s t a t i o n 's  p r i o r i t i e s  and 

assum ptions about i t s  a u d ien ce . The Egun aud ien ce  a re  r u r a l  and presumed 

to  be a v a i la b le  e a r l i e r  on in  th e  ev en in g , w hereas a s ig n i f i c a n t  

p ro p o r tio n  o f th e  Yoruba au d ien ce , th o s e  d w e llin g  in  th e  c i t y  a re  

u n d ers to o d  to  be u n a v a i la b le  t i l l  th e  l a t e r  h o u rs . The f a c t  t h a t  a l l  th e  

n ew scas ts  m a in ta in  r e g u la r  s l o t s  and a r e  s t r ip p e d  a c ro s s  th e  sc h ed u le  

th ro u g h o u t th e  week p ro v id e s  a b a s is  f o r  h a b i t  fo rm a tio n .

The f i r s t  hour o f tra n s m is s io n  on weekdays which i s  betw een 5 .00 and

6.00 p.m. i s  b a s ic a l ly  ta rg e te d  to  th e  younger v ie w e rs . B esides th e  

lo c a l  comedy in  Yoruba, on Tuesday, and th e  m usical on T hursday, th e  

o th e r  programmes w ith in  t h a t  tim e b lo c k  a re  s p e c i f i c a l l y  in te n d e d  f o r  

c h i ld r e n  o r  th e  yo u th .

There i s  a b reak  in  th e  b u i ld  up o f t h a t  au d ien ce  segm ent w ith  th e  two 

news s l o t s  and th e  com m ercial b reak  f o r  th e  p e rso n a l p a id  announcem ents. 

T h e re a f te r ,  th e  netw ork programmes fo r  th e  younger au d ien ces  (c h i ld re n  

and you ths) a re  fe a tu re d .

By 7 .00 p.m . th e re  i s  a c o n c e n tra t io n  on th e  a d u l t  a u d ie n c e s . The 7 .0 0 -  

7 .30 p.m. s l o t  i s  used  to  s e rv e  a v a r ie ty  o f i n t e r e s t .  On Monday th e re  

i s  a programme on farm ing ; on Tuesday th e  focus i s  on p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s ;

135



on Wednesday the discussion is for women on issues of interest to them. 
On Thursday there is a drama in Yoruba and on Friday there is sports and 
an Islamic religious programme. This is the slot that is matched against 
the main news, on the sister station.

T here i s  an obvious a tte m p t by t h i s  s t a t i o n  to  b a lan ce  th e  r e l i g io u s  

f a r e  t h a t  i t  s c h e d u le s . T here a re  on ly  two r e l ig io u s  programmes on t h i s  

s t a t i o n  and th e y  a re  n o t in d ep en d en t p ro d u c tio n s . The Is la m ic  programme 

i s  on F r id a y  in  observance o f th e  Moslem day o f w orsh ip . The o th e r  

programme i s  th e  f i r s t  programme on Sunday, th e  C h r is t i a n  day of 

w orsh ip . T h is  one c a te r s  f o r  th e  needs o f th e  C h r is t ia n  v ie w e rs .

The 8 .0 0 -1 1 .0 0  p.m. prim e tim e b lo c k , when th e  l a r g e s t  au d ien ce  s h a re s  

can be e x p ec ted , i s  tak en  up by netw ork  programmes. The s l o t s  w ith in  

t h i s  b lo c k , to  which th e  s t a t i o n  has a c c e s s ,  a re  used  fo r  e i t h e r  news o r  

t a l k  programmes. The one programme which i s  com mercial and w ith in  t h a t  

s l o t  i s  l i k e  a s o f t  news show (an id e a  s im i la r  to  N.B, on S c o t t is h  

T e le v is io n ) . In  t h i s  ca se  th o se  f e a tu r e d  must have p a id  a sum to  

announce what ev e n ts  they  have p lan n ed , when and where.

The t a l k  programmes a re  b a s ic a l ly  d is c u s s io n s  on c iv ic  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  

c u r r e n t  a f f a i r s  and th e re  i s  a r e p o r t  on th e  ( s ta t e )  governm ent a s  w e ll .  

That th e s e  programmes a re  on a t  t h i s  tim e su g g e s ts  th e  p r i o r i t y  g iv e n  to  

them.

I t  i s  w ith in  t h i s  p a t te r n  t h a t  th e  s t a t i o n  c lo se s  down on weekdays a f t e r  

th e  15 m inu tes newscap from th e  netw ork  tra n sm is s io n  a t  11.00 p.m. 

F rid ay  i s  an e x c e p tio n , as  th e re  i s  a drama schedu led  to  round up th e  

d a y 's  tra n s m is s io n . T his marks th e  commencement o f th e  weekend.
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The weekend transmission consists of more lighthearted programmes.
Besides the news slots on Saturday, there are three slots for sports.
One of th e s e  i s  w re s t l in g .  There i s  a 30 m inute t a l k  programme in  Yoruba

■

w hich has a more g e n e ra l fo c u s . The o th e r  programmes f o r  th e  day a l s o  

have an e n te r ta in m e n t o r i e n t a t i o n .

On Sunday, tr a n s m is s io n  b eg in s  w ith  th e  C h r is t ia n  r e l i g io u s  programme.

This is followed by a review of the news highlights for the previous 
week. The programmes which come after these are such as have general 
interest, and without the (blatant) government/political undertones.
There i s  Cookery; Music and Drama. The p a r t i c u l a r  drama i s  th e  su c c e ss  

s to r y  o f th e  s t a t i o n .  I t  occup ied  th e  4 .0 0 -5 .0 0  p.m. s l o t .  I t  i s  a drama 

in  Yoruba em ploying th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s t o r y - t e l l i n g  te c h n iq u e s . At th e  end 

th e  s t o r y - t e l l e r ,  in  t h i s  in s ta n c e  p re s e n te d  as th e  'c h i e f '  o f  th e  la n d  

o f w isdom /experience , does n o t keep th e  aud ience  g u e ss in g  what th e  

m orale o f th e  s to r y  i s .  At th e  denoum ent, he in q u ire s  o f h i s  a u d ie n c e , 

an e x te n s io n  o f whom th e  r e a l  au d ien ce  i s ,  what t h e i r  r e a c t io n  to  th e  

s to ry  i s .  T h e re a f te r ,  he con firm s what h i s  in ten d ed  message was to  b e .

The programme, F eyikogbon is an anthology drama, set in contemporary 
society, with topical themes. It resembles the relevant life experiences 
of the audiences and deals with issues which elude the discussions/talk 
programmes. So popular is F eyikogbon that it has been on the schedules 
of other NTA station which share linguistic traits. The programme is 
listed as one of the station's star shows.

The programme which follows F eyikogbon on Sunday is another star show.
It is an Ombudsman programme where the station appoints a panel to deal
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w ith  th e  r e a l  s o c ia l  problem s o f ( r e a l )  p e o p le . The au d ien ce  i s  a llow ed  

to  sh a re  th e  e x p e rie n c e s  o f th e  ag g rie v ed  as  w e ll as th e  in v e s t ig a t iv e  

and  n e g o t i a t i n g  p r o c e s s e s  t h a t  l e a d  up to  th e  p a n e l ' s  p r e f e r r e d  

s o lu t io n .  T h is programme i s  a ls o  in  Yoruba. I t  i s  c o n s id e re d  to  be a 

s e rv ic e  to  th e  au d ien ce  and th e  s o c ie ty .  R a th er th an  go to  th e  c o u r ts  to  

seek  r e d r e s s ,  th e  a g g rie v ed  can ap p ea l f o r  j u s t i c e  and e x e r t  p re s s u re  

th rough  a s o c i e t a l  c o n sc ie n c e . There i s  a s tro n g  em phasis on th e  f a c t

t h a t  such programmes a r e  n o t le g a l  c o u r ts  of j u s t i c e ,  even though t h i s

one has law yers on th e  p a n e l , who p o in t  o u t th e  le g a l  im p lic a t io n s  o f 

a c t io n s .  T here i s  p re fe re n c e  fo r  th e  consensus o f o p in io n , th e  r e s p e c t  

fo r  s o c ia l  m o ra l i ty .  There a re  s im i la r  programmes on o th e r  s t a t i o n s  

which a re  a ls o  v ery  p o p u la r .

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  th a t  th e  tw o -s ta r  programmes a re  sch ed u le d  b a c k - to -  

back . T h is  r e f l e c t s  th e  im portance o f t h i s  tim e b lock  to  th e  s t a t i o n .  I t  

i s  g e n e ra l ly  a d m itted  t h a t  th e s e ,  o f a l l  th e  s t a t i o n 's  programmes, a re  

th o se  w hich th e  s t a t i o n 's  t a r g e t  au d ien ce  can r e a l l y  e n jo y . T h is  i s  f o r  

th e  s im p le  re a so n  th a t  i s  th e  on ly  r e a l i s t i c  tim e t h a t  th e y  can  be 

reac h ed . At a p ro d u c e r 's  m eeting , most o f th e  p ro d u ce rs  them se lv es  f o r  

v a r io u s  re a so n s  c o n fe ss  t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  to  watch th e  weekday programmes 

which th e y  p roduced . They th u s  knew t h a t  Sunday was th e  most e f f e c t i v e  

tim e to  t r a n s m it  programmes which th ey  would n o t want to  'th ro w  aw ay '.

R igh t a f t e r  Gboromiro, th e  Ombudsman programme, th e  p a t t e r n  on th e  

sc h ed u le  r e v e r t s  to  t h a t  n o t ic e a b le  on weekdays w ith  th e  news and 

netw ork programming d o m in a tin g . The a c c e ss  s l o t s  in  th e  netw ork tim e

b lo c k  a r e  u sed  f o r  a comedy in  Yoruba, and a community r e p o r t .

The programme I t a l i a n  s o c c e r  found on th e  Sunday 8 .0 0 -9 .0 0  b lo c k  in  t h i s
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p a r t i c u l a r  sc h ed u le  i s  n o t ty p i c a l .  T h is  b lo c k  i s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  used  f o r  

th e  s t a r  drama programme on netw ork . T h is  i s  u s u a lly  a soap  o p e ra . The 

I t a l i a n  s o c c e r  had  b e e n  s c h e d u le d  a s  a r e p la c e m e n t  f o l lo w in g  

u n a n t ic ip a te d  problem s in  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f th e  on -go ing  s e r i e s ,  and a 

new one had n o t y e t been deve lo p ed . I t  was a d e s p e ra te  m easure , y e t i t  

shows th e  n e tw o rk 's  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f th e  n a t io n a l  a u d ie n c e . Drama i s  

undoub ted ly  th e  crowd p u l l e r ,  b u t in  th e  absence of a good dram a, so c c e r  

was c o n s id e re d  to  be th e  n e x t b e s t  s u b s t i t u t e  even f o r  a 'f a m i ly ' 

a u d ien ce . Note t h a t  Sunday 8 .0 0 -9 .0 0  p.m . i s  th e  most e n v ia b le ,  most 

co v e ted  tim e  b lo c k  on N ig e ria n  t e l e v i s i o n .

F o llo w in g  th e  n e tw o rk  n e w s c a s t  a t  9 .4 5  p .m . i s  th e  m a jo r  Y oruba 

n ew scas t. T h is  i s  fo llow ed  by a one hour c u r re n t  a f f a i r s  d is c u s s io n  

programme in  E n g lish . The d a y 's  t r a n s m is s io n  i s  rounded o f f  w ith  a n o th e r  

drama in  Y oruba. T his s l o t  i s  a l s o  known to  be p o p u la r  amongst th e  

aud ien ce  segm ents fo r  whom i t  i s  meant -  th e  u n d e r -p r iv i le g e d ,  l e s s  

ed u ca ted  Yoruba speak ing  au d ien ce  g ro u p s .

a
I t  would app ea r th a t  s e rv in g  in  a m arket a lo n g  w i th ^ s i s t e r  s t a t i o n  has 

he lp ed  t h i s  s t a t i o n  to  have a b e t t e r  fo cu s  in  i t s  s e r v ic e s .  R a th e r th a n  

a t te m p tin g  to  b e a t  o th e rs  a t  t h e i r  game, i t  has carv ed  o u t a n ic h e  f o r  

i t s e l f  in  th e  m arket o f a u d ie n c e s . About h a l f  (52.40%) o f i t s  programmes 

a re  l o c a l ly  produced . Network programmes accoun t fo r  37.02 p e r  c e n t .  

10.57 p e r  c e n t o f th e  programmes a r e  fo r e ig n .  (Ref. P ie  C h art No. 2)

The m in o r ity  aud ien ce  g e t  a 3 .36  p e r  c e n t  sh a re  of th e  programm ing. I f  

t h i s  i s  a sm all sh a re , th e  c o n s o la t io n  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  s te a d y .

B esides news, which i s  th e  h ig h e s t  c a te g o ry  o f programmes (28.5% ), drama
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ta k e s  th e  n e x t h ig h e s t  chunk o f th e  tim e (13.46% ). T h is  i s  l e s s  th a n  

h a l f  o f th e  tim e  devo ted  to  news. The t a lk s  programmes amount to  12.5 

p e r  c e n t o f th e  programmes; w h ils t  s p o r t s ,  a l l  of w hich was from th e  

netw ork s e r v ic e ,  came to  9.61 p e r c e n t .  The o th e r  c a te g o r ie s  sh a re  th e  

rem a in d er o f th e  tim e . Of th e  l o t ,  governm ent programmes a lo n e  accoun ted  

fo r  5 .76 p e r  c e n t  o f th e  tim e . There were no h e a l th  programmes on d u rin g  

t h i s  q u a r te r  a lth o u g h  i t  can be presumed th a t  to p ic s  on h e a l th  is s u e s  

would have been  d e a l t  w ith  in  o th e r  programmes ( fo r  exam ple, women's 

program m es). N ote t h a t  th e re  were no m ovies on t h i s  s c h e d u le  a s  w e ll .  

(R ef. S ta t io n  o u tp u t Graph No. 2)

The p a t t e r n  found on t h i s  s t a t i o n ,  a s  w ith  NTA Abeokuta to  be more 

p r e c i s e ,  d e p ic t  th e  l im ite d  c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f th e  s t a t i o n s ,  a s  w e ll as  th e  

p lanned  s t r a t e g y .  W hilst th e  s t a t i o n s  do n o t f e e l  th e  need to  sch ed u le  

movies f o r  t h e i r  t a r g e t  au d ien ce , f o r  exam ple, th ey  would want more 

lo c a l  drama p ro d u c tio n s  on th e  sc h e d u le . These a re  known to  be read y  

w inners w ith  th e  au d ien ce , b u t drama p ro d u c tio n s  a re  to o  engag ing , and 

to o  e x p en s iv e  f o r  th e  s t a t i o n s  to  churn  o u t in  th e  q u a n t i ty  which th ey  

would w an t. T h is  i s  d e s p i te  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e s e  p ro d u c tio n s  a re  made to  

be low b u d g e t, c o s t in g  as  l i t t l e  a s  N3,000 p e r e p iso d e . These a re  n o t 

th e  id e a l  p ro d u c tio n s  b u t a g a in  th ey  a re  compromises which have had to  

be m ade.

I t  i s  th e  c o s t  and ea se  of p ro d u c in g  t a l k  programmes th a t  h as  made them 

in c re a s in g ly  a t t r a c t i v e .  Programmes which used  to  be more am b itio u s  have 

had to  be  s c a le d  down and th e  ready  fo rm at o p ted  f o r ,  i s  th e  t a l k .  The 

farm ing  programme i s  an exam ple o f t h i s .  I t  used  to  be t h a t  r e a l  farm s 

were v i s i t e d  to  c a p tu re  a c t u a l i t i e s ,  b u t th e  programme has had to  

r e s t r i c t  i t s e l f  to  th e  p r e s e n te r  and h i s  g u e s ts  who, a t  b e s t ,  a re  seen
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s ta n d in g  in  an open f i e l d .  T h is  e x p la in s  why th e re  i s  a p reponderance  o f 

' t a l k in g  h e a d s ' on th e  s c re e n .

NTA (Lagos) Channel 10

T his L agos-based  s t a t i o n  i s  known as  th e  s t a t i o n  fo r  th e  n a t io n  because

i t  was d es ig n ed  to  s e rv e  a f e d e r a l  a u d ie n c e . I t  i s ,  th e r e f o r e ,  n o t

bogged down w ith  l i n g u i s t i c  c o n s id e r a t io n s .  About 96 p e r  c e n t  o f th e

programming i s  p re se n te d  in  th e  E n g lish  language . (R ef. C om parative
PS (ÿJk

A n aly s is  C h art T a b le l , c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  2) T his in c lu d e s  th e  netw ork 

programmes (37.84% ), th e  fo re ig n  programmes (22.04%) and th e  lo c a l  

p ro d u c tio n s  (36.91% ). I t  i s  a r e c e n t  t r e n d  fo r  th e  s t a t i o n  to  b ro a d c a s t 

in  th e  v e rn a c u la r  a t  a l l .  I t  b ro a d c a s ts  30 m inu tes programmes in  each o f 

th e  th r e e  m ajor lan g u ag es , Hausa, Ibo and Yoruba and th e s e  ta k e  up 2 .39 

p e r  c e n t of th e  programmes. The com m ercial a t t r a c t i o n  in  programming 

more Yoruba programmes i s  re c o g n ise d . T h is  i s  seen  as  a t h r e a t  by th e  

NTA Ik e ja  which does n o t fa v o u r th e  t r e n d  e s p e c ia l ly  a s  Channel 10 has 

b e t t e r  re so u rc e s  fo r  p ro d u c tio n  and w i l l ,  th e r e f o r e ,  be a t  an ad v an tag e . 

Two o f th e  v e rn a c u la r  programmes a re  dram as and one i s  an in te rv ie w  on 

p h ilo so p h y , b o rd e rin g  on th e  m e ta p h y s ic a l.  In  a d d i t io n  to  th e s e ,  th e re  

a re  m u sica ls  which employ b o th  th e  E n g lish  and Yoruba lan g u ag es  and, as 

such , a t t r a c t  th e  Y oruba-speak ing  a u d ie n c e .

T h is  s t a t i o n  i s  th e  b a s e  from  w h ich  th e  n e tw o rk  program m es a r e  

t r a n s m it te d  -  an o th e r re a so n  why i t  i s  ' t h e  s t a t i o n  fo r  th e  n a t i o n ' .  The 

f i r s t  n o t ic e a b le  im p lic a t io n  i s  t h a t  i t  d ev o te s  l e s s  tim e to  news, 

compared to  o th e r  s t a t i o n s .  (Re, Appendix -  C om parative Graphs o f D aily  

S chedu les) I t  i s  th e  lo c a l  news o f t h i s  s t a t i o n  th a t  becomes th e  co re  o f 

th e  netw ork news, i t  th u s  does n o t r e q u i r e  s e p a ra te  tim e s l o t s  fo r  i t s  

lo c a l  news.
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There i s  a v ery  b r i e f  and incom ple te  t r a n s l a t i o n  of th e  E n g lis h  new scast 

to  th e  th r e e  m ajor languages a t  7 .00 o 'c lo c k .  This i s  a l l  w ith in  th e  

h a l f  h o u r. The unequal s h a r in g  of t h a t  le n g th  o f tim e  e x p la in s  th e  

in c o m p le ten ess  o f th e  news t r a n s l a t i o n s .  They cannot b u t be s tu n te d  in  

t h e i r  co v e ra g e .

The s t a t i o n  h as  a g r e a t  commitment to  th e  c h i ld r e n  a u d ie n c e , w ith  15.3 

p e r  c e n t o f programming geared  to  t h a t  segm ent. The s t a t i o n  opens fo r  

tr a n s m is s io n  a t  4 .00 p.m . on weekdays. From t h i s  tim e to  7 .00  p.m . th e  

s e rv ic e  i s  a lm ost e x c lu s iv e ly  f o r  th e  younger a u d ie n c e . On th e se  days 

th e  c h i ld r e n  have as much as 120 m inutes o f programmes. On Tuesdays th ey  

have 150 m in u tes . F rid ay  has th e  l e a s t  amount of c h i l d r e n 's  programmes 

as  some o f t h e i r  tim e i s  ta k e n  over by th e  I s la m ic  r e l i g i o u s  programme.

A f te r  th e  30 m inute e a r ly  even ing  news, th e r e  i s  a c o n s is te n c e  in  th e  

use  o f th e  30 m inute tim e b lo c k , p rece d in g  netw ork tr a n s m is s io n .  T his 

s t a t i o n  d e v o te s  t h a t  tim e to  l i g h t  h e a r te d  programmes f o r  a l l  ag es . 

There a re  two dram as, a programme fo cu ssed  on th e  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e ,  a 

docum entary and a m u s ic a l. On Sunday, th e re  i s  a lo c a l  comedy in  th e  

s t r i p ,  w h i ls t  th e  programme on S atu rday  p re s e n t?  c u l in a ry  s u g g e s tio n s .  

The p a t t e r n  ap p ea rs  to  be a c o n s is te n t  e f f o r t  a t  s a t i s f y i n g  a s im i la r  

c a t e g o r y  ( n o n - d i s c r i m i n a t e ,  e n l ig h te n e d )  a u d ie n c e .  (R e . Program m e 

rundown sc h e d u le  No. 3)

Dramas acco u n t f o r  14 p e r  c e n t o f th e  s t a t i o n 's  program m es. F iv e  of 

th e s e  a re  from th e  netw ork a t  prim e tim e , betw een 8 .0 0 -1 1 .0 0  p.m . 

B esides th e s e  dram as, th e r e  i s  a c o n c e n tra t io n  of t a l k  programmes (5 ) , 

governm ent programmes (4) and docum entaries  a t  t h i s  tim e (5 ) .  The tre n d  

w ith  such  programmes c o n tin u e s  even a f t e r  th e  newscap a t  11.00 p.m.

1 4 5
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The p a t t e r n  a t  th e  weekend i s  d i f f e r e n t .  There i s  a c o n c e n tra t io n  o f 

e n te r ta in m e n t program m es. There a re  th o s e  programmes which ap p ea l to  

c h i ld r e n ,  b u t which canno t be s a id  to  be e x c lu s iv e ly  f o r  t h a t  au d ien ce . 

For exam ple, th e  v a r ie ty  shows, th e  en lig h ten m en t programmes, th e  

m u s ic a ls , and th e  (im ported) c i r c u s  show. There i s  a B r i t i s h  comedy in  

Some M o th e r 's  Do Have 'em, th e r e  i s  s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n ,  and th e  German 

p ro d u c e d  T e le m a tc h . T h e re  i s  a l s o  A m erican  w r e s t l i n g  on S unday 

a f te rn o o n . These programmes a re  l e s s  d is c r im in a to ry  in  t h e i r  a p p e a l.

Only two o f th e  programmes (on Sunday) have s p e c i f i c  t a r g e t  au d ien ces  -  

th e  h e a l th  and b eau ty  show fo r  th e  l a d ie s ,  and th e  C h r is t ia n  r e l i g io u s  

programme.

I t  would ap p ea r th a t  t h i s  n o n -d is c r im in a to ry  appea l i s  a r e f l e c t i o n  o f 

th e  s t a t i o n 's  approach  on th e  w hole. Even th e n , i t  can s t i l l  be re g a rd e d  

as an e x c lu s iv e  s t a t i o n ;  ex c lu d in g  th e  l e s s  educa ted  and th e  in d ig en o u s  

a u d ie n c e ,  g o in g  by th e  d o m in an ce  o f  E n g l is h  la n g u a g e  p ro g ram m es. 

L ik e w is e ,  t h e r e  i s  an  a b s e n c e  o f  h e a l t h ,  c i v i c s  and  com m unity 

developm ent programmes on t h i s  s t a t i o n .  (S ta t io n  O utput Graph No. 3)

NTA Ibadan

T his i s  th e  s t a t i o n  th a t  p r id e s  i t s e l f  a s  b e in g  th e  f i r s t  in  A fr ic a .  I t  

was th e  v e ry  f i r s t  TV s t a t i o n  in  N ig e r ia  ( th e n  known as WNTV) and i t  was 

e s t a b l i s h e d  p r i m a r i l y  to  s e r v e  r e g i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s .  S in c e  t h e  

e s ta b lis h m e n t o f th e  c e n t r a l  a u th o r i ty ,  to  which i t  now b e lo n g s, i t s  

o p e ra tio n s  have been la rg e ly  c u r t a i l e d .

I t  used  to  be t h a t  th e  s t a t i o n  c o n sc io u s ly  se rv ed  a d e s ig n a te d  m arket 

a re a ,  w hich in c lu d e d  th e  s tu d y  focus  a r e a .  P re s e n t ly ,  th e r e  i s  no such
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co n sc io u s  p la n n in g  a lth o u g h  some o f i t s  f r in g e  s ig n a ls  a r e  re c e iv e d  

depending  on th e  c o n d i t io n s .  These make i t  an o p tio n  t h a t  i s  c o n s id e re d .

B eside i t s  le g acy , th e  (assumed) hom ogeneity  o f i t s  a u d ien ce  a ls o  makes 

th e  s t a t i o n  u n iq u e .  The a u d ie n c e  w h ich  i t  s e r v e s  i s  e x p e c te d  to  

u n d e rs ta n d  Yoruba, i f  n o t a lo n g  w ith  E n g lish . There i s ,  th u s , no 

p ro v is io n  f o r  l i n g u i s t i c  m in o r i t ie s  in  i t s  programm ing. ( S ta t io n  O utput 

P ie  C hart No. 4)

Of th e  t o t a l  programming from th e  s t a t i o n ,  55.33 p e r  c e n t  a re  so u rced  

lo c a l ly  ( i . e .  n o t fo re ig n  p ro d u c tio n s  no r netw ork t r a n s m is s io n s ) .  More 

th an  h a l f  o f th e  lo c a l ly  so u rced  programmes in  Yoruba (25.28% ). t h i s  

com pares w e ll w ith  th e  21.55 p e r  c e n t o f t h a t  sh a re  o f programmes which 

i s  in  th e  E n g lish  language . Network programmes accoun t f o r  39.63 p e r  

c e n t o f t o t a l  programming and th e  f o r e ig n  p ro d u c tio n s  a re  10.01 p e r  

c e n t .  I t  would, th u s , app ear t h a t  NTA Ibadan i s  a t r u l y  in d igenous 

s t a t i o n .  Yet in  a l l ,  th e  programmes in  E n g lish  a re  more by f a r .  (P ie  

C hart No. 4)

Ibadan  had f o r  long  been on re c o rd  a s  th e  most populous c i t y  in  A fr ic a , 

i t  i s  a l s o  th e  s i t e  o f N ig e r ia 's  p rem ie re  u n iv e r s i ty .  The a re a  fo rm erly  

known a s  Oyo S ta te ,  which t h i s  s t a t i o n  s e rv e s  p r im a r i ly ,  does n o t la c k  

an e l i t e  p o p u la tio n , in  s p i t e  o f i t s  la rg e  r u r a l  p o p u la t io n . T h is 

j u s t i f i e s  such  a h ig h  u se  o f E n g lish  lan g u ag e .

On weekdays, tra n sm is s io n  b e g in s  on t h i s  channe l a t  4 .25 p.m . There i s  a 

f iv e  m inute s l o t  fo r  lo c a l  news b e fo re  th e  s t a t i o n  l in k s  up w ith  th e  

netw ork s e rv ic e  f o r  I n s t r u c t io n a l  t e l e v i s i o n .  Three days o u t o f f iv e ,  

th e  s t a t i o n  r e tu r n s  from th e  netw ork s e rv ic e  a t  5 o 'c lo c k  to  p re s e n t

1 48
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c h i l d r e n 's  programmes. Only one o f th e s e  i s  in  Yoruba, th e  o th e r  two 

a re  in  E n g lis h . One o f them i s  a fo re ig n  p ro d u c tio n . B es id es  th e s e ,  

t h e r e  a r e  no o th e r  l o c a l l y - s c h e d u l e d  program m es f o r  c h i l d r e n  on 

w eekdays. The o th e r  programmes fo r  th e  younger au d ien ce  a re  from th e  

netw ork s e r v ic e  betw een 6 .30  and 7.00 p.m .

There i s  no a tte m p t to  b u i ld  up th e  au d ien ce  fo r  th e s e  programm es. The 

programmes on th e  sch ed u le  betw een 5 .3  0 and 6.30 p.m . a r e  n o t such as  

would n e c e s s a r i ly  i n t e r e s t  c h i ld r e n .  The programmes a re  ta r g e te d  tow ards 

a d u l t  a u d ie n c e s , fo c u s in g  on such them es as p o l i t i c s ,  fa rm ing  and (on 

F rid ay ) r e l i g i o n .

The f u l l  n ew scast in  Yoruba i s  sch ed u led  a t  6.00 p.m . ev ery  day . T h is 

l a s t s  f o r  20 m inu tes and i t  i s  fo llo w ed  by th e  e x h o r ta t io n  o f th e  day in  

Yoruba and E n g lish . The t a lk s  a re  u s u a l ly  on s o c ia l  is s u e s  w hich 

r e q u ir e  a t t e n t i o n .  I t  i s  u s u a l ly  n o t p o l i t i c a l l y  m o tiv a ted  a s  w ith  new S’ 

com m entaries. The c h i l d r e n 's  programmes from th e  netw ork  s e r v ic e  a r e  

fe a tu re d  a f t e r  t h i s .  T here a re  o th e r  l o c a l ly  schedu led  programmes w ith  

v a r ie d  s u b je c t s  and au d ien ce  t a r g e t s  betw een t h i s  and th e  l a t e r  netw ork 

tra n s m is s io n  a t  8 .00  p.m.

There i s  more news a f t e r  th e  netw ork news a t  9 .45 p .m .. T h is  i s  a 15 

m inute b u l l e t i n  in  Yoruba -  th e  l a t e  even ing  news. T hree o u t of th e  

seven  d ay s , th e  s t a t i o n  r e tu r n s  im m ediately  t h e r e a f t e r  to  th e  netw ork 

s e r v ic e .  On o th e r  d ay s , th e  r e tu r n  to  th e  netw ork s e rv ic e  i s  d e lay ed .

Even in  th o se  in s ta n c e s  (Sunday, Monday, Thursday) th e  s t a t i o n  has  t a lk s  

programmes sch ed u led  anyway. These a r e  e q u a lly  d iv id e d  betw een E n g lish  

and Yoruba. The Monday s l o t  i s  f o r  an in te rv ie w  programme w ith  s e le c te d
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s e n io r  c i t i z e n  u s in g  e i t h e r  E n g lish  o r  Yoruba on a l t e r n a t iv e  weeks. T h is  

i s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  programme in  th a t  i t  t a r g e t s  an aud ience  segment which 

i s  o th e rw ise  n e g le c te d . In  do ing  t h i s ,  o th e r  aud ience segm ents a re  n o t 

excluded  a s  th e y  can jo u rn ey  down th e  memory la n e  of th o se  whose 

e x p e r ie n c e s  a re  b e in g  so u g h t.

There a re  a t  l e a s t  10 programmes (10.84%) c l a s s i f i e d  as  t a lk s  on t h i s  

s t a t i o n .  I t  i s  th e  t h i r d  l a r g e s t  chunk o f  programme c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s ,  

a f t e r  news and drama (12.51% ). (S ta t io n  O utput Graph No. 4)

T ran sm issio n  a t  th e  weekend b eg in s  a t  noon on Sundays and a t  10.00 on 

S a tu rd a y s . These sch ed u le s  a re  g eared  tow ard  e n te r ta in m e n t.  (Programme 

Rundown S chedule No. 4) The on ly  t a l k  programme sch ed u led  d u rin g  th e se  

days i s  on Sunday a t  1.00 p.m . I t  i s  an Ombudsman in  Yoruba. I t  i s  in  

f a c t  th e  t r a i l  b la z e r .  O ther lo c a l  TV Ombudsman programmes took  a cue 

from NTA Ib a d a n 's  Agborandun. That s im i la r  programmes a re  a f e a tu r e  on 

s e v e ra l  o th e r  sch ed u le s  i s  a t r i b u t e  to  how p o p u la r th e  s e rv ic e  i s  w ith  

th e  a u d ie n c e .

T h e re  a r e  tw o program m es w h ich  p r e c e d e  t h i s  one on th e  (S unday ) 

sc h e d u le . The f i r s t  programme f o r  th e  day i s  a Yoruba comedy. T h is i s

fo llo w ed  by a C h r is t ia n  r e l i g io u s  programme and i t  i s  t h e r e a f t e r  t h a t

th e  ombudsman show i s  f e a tu r e d .  The th r e e  programmes a re  in  th e  Yoruba 

language b u t th ey  a l l  have a g e n e ra l a p p e a l. They have been known to  

a t t r a c t  an au d ien ce  which c u ts  a c ro s s  th e  s o c ia l  s t r a t a ,  in c lu d in g  th e  

ed u ca ted  e l i t e s  (p ro fe s s o r s  and such) and th e  s ta r k  i l l i t e r a t e s ;  th e  

w ealthy  and th e  poo r; even c re e d  i s  n o t b a r r i e r .

The o th e r  programmes fo r  th e  day a ls o  have a g e n e ra l a p p e a l . One o f
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th e se  i s  th e  German produced game programme. I t  i s  a programme s u i t a b l e  

fo r  fam ily  v iew ing  b u t th e  concep t o f th e  p a r t i c u l a r  c o m p e tit io n s  co u ld  

be c o n s id e re d  to o  fo re ig n  in  c e r t a in  q u a r t e r s .  (For exam ple, grown men 

p la y in g  w ith  m ud-p ies.) The c u l tu r a l  e v a lu a t io n  o f such  c o n ce p ts  may, 

th e r e f o r e ,  r e s t r i c t  th e  ap p ea l o f th e  programme.

L a te r ,  th e r e  i s  a r e l ig io u s  programme in  E n g lish . T here i s  a l s o  a 

c u r r e n t  a f f a i r s  ( ta lk s )  programme in  E n g lish  l a t e r  on in  th e  ev en in g . 

These may be seen  to  b reak  th e  p a t te r n  o f  th e  g e n e ra l a p p e a l; r e la x a t io n  

o r ie n te d  programmes.

There i s  a h ig h  c o n c e n tra tio n  of lo c a l  p ro d u c tio n s  a t  th e  weekend, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  on Sunday. T here i s  a t o t a l  o f 8 hou rs  45 m inu tes of 

lo c a l ly  sch ed u le d  programmes which com pares w e ll w ith  th e  2 h ou rs 15 

m inutes o f netw ork programmes. On o th e r  d ay s, th e r e  i s  more in p u t from 

n e tw o rk  th a n  th e  l o c a l  s o u r c e s .  On th o s e  d a y s ,  t o t a l  h o u r s  o f  

tra n s m is s io n  a re  l e s s .  (Re. Programme Rundown Schedule No. 4)

S a tu rd a y 's  programming i s  th e  lo n g e s t o f a l l  th e  d ay s . Of th e  14 h o u rs , 

4 h o u rs , 45 m inu tes i s  from th e  netw ork s e r v ic e .  The l i o n 's  sh a re  o f 

t h a t  s e r v ic e  i s  devoted  to  th e  coverage  o f s p o r t s .  A nother hour i s  

devo ted  to  a  d e te c t iv e  dram a, a netw ork  p ro d u c tio n . T h is  i s  f e a tu r e d  

a f t e r  th e  news which ta k e s  up th e  rem a in in g  45 m in u tes .
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On th e  w hole, NTA Ibadan , even w ith  i t s  v a r ie ty  o f programmes ap p ea rs  to  

have c o n c e n tra te d  on c e r t a in  ty p e s  o f programmes, n e g le c t in g  o th e r s .

(S ta t io n  O utput Graph No. 4) T h is  i s  n o t by a c c id e n t ,  as  th e  o r i e n t a t i o n

h e re  i s  to  c o n c e n tra te  on re c o g n ise d  aud ience  n eed s , and; concede (where 

p o s s ib le )  to  netw ork , t h a t  which i s  beyond th e  s t a t io n s  m igh t. By so 

do ing  th e  s t a t i o n  m a in ta in s  a  s im p l ic i ty  in  i t s  sc h e d u le , w hich makes i t  

l e s s  c l u t t e r e d  and e a s ie r  to  fo llo w .

The com m ercial d r iv e  in  t h i s  s t a t i o n  i s  n o t a s  d e s p e ra te  y e t  because o f

th e  le g acy  o f programmes and goodw ill th a t  i t  en joys a s  th e  p rem ie r

s t a t i o n .  B ut, a s t r u g g le  to  m a in ta in  th e  p r id e  and s ta n d a rd s  which i t  

had b u i l t  up over th e  y e a rs  i s  becoming e v id e n t .  S t i l l ,  th e re  i s  a 

s t r i c t  ad h eren ce  to  th e  g u id e l in e s  of th e  NTA. I t  i s  th e  r e s p o n s ib le  and 

m ature approach  to  management which c o n t r ib u te  to  th e  'm o d esty ' and 

s im p l ic i ty  o f th e  s t a t i o n 's  sch ed u le  in  s p i t e  o f a l l  th e  above.

BCOS

The t e l e v i s i o n  s e rv ic e  o f Oyo s t a t e  i s  a s t a t e  governm ent owned s t a t i o n ,  

( r e c e iv a b le  in  th e  s tu d y  fo cu s  a re a . I t  i s  a n o th e r  s t a t i o n ,  l i k e  NTA

Ib a d a n , w h ich  d o e s  n o t  c o n te n d  w ith  th e  p ro b le m s  o f  l i n g u i s t i c

m in o r i t i e s .  I t  th e r e f o r e  programmes in  two languages -  E n g lish  and

Y oruba.

Being a s t a t e  government-owned s t a t i o n  la rg e ly  f r e e s  i t  from  o b l ig a to ry  

netw ork tra n s m is s io n s .  The e x c e p tio n  to  t h i s  i s  th e  45 m inu te  netw ork 

new scast (and th e  o th e r  o c c a s io n a l 'G rade A' b r o a d c a s t s ) . The netw ork  

news acc o u n ts  fo r  7 .14 p e r  c e n t o f th e  s t a t i o n 's  t o t a l  programming 

h o u rs . T h is  means th e  s t a t i o n  has 92.86 p e r c e n t o f i t s  tim e  to  u se  as  

i t  p le a s e s .  ( S ta t io n  O utput Graph No, 5)
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On weekdays, th e  s t a t i o n  opens w ith  a programme parade about 4.30 p.m. 

and i t  c lo s e s  down a t  about m idn igh t. T h is means th e re  a re  about 7 .5  

hours o f tra n sm is s io n . There a re  even more hours a t  weekends when th e  

s t a t io n  opens e a r l i e r  c lo s e s  l a t e r .

There are certain patterns which are immediately apparent even with a 
casual glance at the schedule. (Prog. Rundown Schedule No. 5) There is a 
consistency in the station's service to the children. Monday to Friday 
at 4.30 p.m. the children assuredly are served on this station. Note 
that 4 out of these 5 programmes are locally produced. Only one of these 
is in the Yoruba language. The only imported programme for children is a 
cartoon - CB B ea rs and it is featured on Friday.

The children's programmes are followed by a commercial break. This is 
followed by the news in brief in both English and Yoruba. Although these 
brief newscasts are adjacent to the children's service, there is no 
other consideration in the production of the news, to make the news 
appealing to the children, besides the brevity. This observation is true 
for the other stations as well. The news within the children's belt is 
not targeted to that 'ready' and 'available' audience segment.

T his i s  n o t so w ith  th e  n o n -p e rso n a l a d v e rtise m e n ts  which a re  p la ced  

w ith in  such s l o t s .  G en era lly  a d v e r t i s e r s  a re  more m indfu l o f th e  ty p es  

o f au d ien ces  to  whom t h e i r  message w i l l  be d e l iv e re d  in  th e  d i f f e r e n t  

p o s i t io n s  on th e  sch ed u le . Some s t a t io n s  have been known to  show 

e x p l i c i t l y  a d u l t  movies as  t h e i r  m a tin ees , w h ils t  O liv e r  T w is t was shown 

as th e  l a t e  n ig h t  show. I t  i s  a long  th e s e  l i n e s  t h a t  th e  news, r a th e r  

th a n  th e  a d v e r ts  s ta n d s  o u t o f th e se  programmes w ith in  th e  4 .0 0 -6 .0 0  

p.m . tim e b e l t .  T his i s  an im p o rtan t p o in t  to  n o te  as  th e  5 .3 0 -6 .0 0  p.m.
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s l o t ,  though n o t an e x c lu s iv e  s e rv ic e  fo r  c h i ld re n , hopes to  a t t r a c t  

them n o n e th e le s s .

On Monday there is a programme on farming; Tuesday and Wednesday have 
more formally structured educational programmes, teaching Maths and 
English; on Thursday there is a drama in Yoruba, and an Islamic 
religious programme on Friday.

T his tr e n d  o f s e rv in g  a g e n e ra l aud ience c o n tin u e s  t i l l  7 .00  p.m.

Even th e  programmes which have s p e c i f i c  t a r g e t s  have a wide s u b je c t  

a p p e a l. In  t h i s  way, th e  aud ience  i s  b u i l t  up fo r  th e  s t a t i o n 's  m ajor 

new scast in  E n g lish . This new scast i s  a t  a c o n s is te n t  tim e , j u s t  as i s  

th e  Yoruba news th a t  occu rs  a t  a l a t e r  tim e o f 8.30 p .m ., coming ju s t  

b e fo re  th e  netw ork news a t  9 o 'c lo c k .  The c o n s is te n c y  o f th e  news h e lp s  

in  making i t  a m ile s to n e  w ith in  th e  programme flow . T h is  p a t te r n ,  as 

m entioned, a id s  c o n s is te n c y  in  th e  v iew ing p a t te r n .

There i s  no c le a r  p a t te r n  o f whom th e  s t a t i o n  i s  s e rv in g  in  th e  one hour 

tim e b lo c k  betw een 7 .30  and 8 .30 p.m. Three ou t o f th e  f iv e  days th e re  

a re  drama programmes. One o f th o se  i s  in  E n g lish . There a re  two o th e r  

programmes w ith in  th e  tim e b lock  which a re  t a lk  programmes. Both 

programmes a re  in  Yoruba and focus on c iv ic  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and s o c ia l  

p ro b lem s.

On Wednesday, there is a market review programme, but this is in 
English. On Friday, there is a one-hour programme on the government's 
transition to civil rule programme. This programme is in English.
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Going by i t s  le n g th , th e  Yoruba news which comes up a t  8 .30  p.m. i s  an 

unequal p a r a l l e l  to  th e  E n g lish  n ew scast. The programme i s  10 m inu tes 

s h o r te r  th a n  th e  E n g lish  new scast. These 10 m inutes a re  used  fo r  a 

com m ercial b re a k . T his le a d s  in to  th e  netw ork news. A lthough t h i s  

p o s i t io n  cou ld  be advan tageous, in  th a t  i t  p reced es  th e  netw ork news, 

th e re  i s  no g u a ran tee  of an o v e rla p  o f th e  netw ork au d ien ce . What would 

have been th e  dying m inu tes of th e  h a l f  hour s l o t ,  which i s  l ik e ly  to  

a t t r a c t  th e  aud ience  o f th e  netw ork news, has been ta k en  away fo r  th e  

com m ercial b re a k .

F ollow ing  th e  netw ork news i s  a n o th e r  com mercial b reak  a long  w ith  a 

re p e a t  o f th e  s t a t i o n 's  m essage of adm onition  fo r  th e  day . ^ . i l l  t h i s  

tim e th e re  i s  h a rd ly  any fo re ig n  p ro d u c tio n  on th e  sc h e d u le . I t  i s  a t

10.00 p.m. t h a t  th e  s t a t i o n  opens th e  airw aves to  fo re ig n  p ro d u c tio n s .

1

On Mondays and Thursdays th e  American C h r is t ia n  B ro ad castin g  N etw ork 's 

p ro d u c tio n  A nother L i f e  i s  schedu led  a t  10.00 p.m. T his i s  u n lik e  

an o th e r s t a t i o n  (OGTV) which sch ed u le s  th e  same programme a t  an e a r l i e r  

tim e (7 .00  p .m .) f iv e  days a week (Sunday to  T hursday).

On Tuesday, th e re  i s  a p o l i t i c a l  t a l k  in  E n g lish . On Wednesday, th e re  i s  

a s e r i e s  on th e  v a r io u s  u se s  o f Soya b ean s . T his i s  th e  c l o s e s t  to  a 

h e a l th  programme on th e  s t a t i o n  and i t s  focus i s  on n u t r i t i o n .

I t  i s  obvious th a t  com m ercial i n t e r e s t s  c o n t r ib u te  to  th e  broken  p a t te r n  

on F rid a y . I t  i s  th e  on ly  day which th e  p ro d u c tio n s  a f t e r  10.00 p.m. a r e  

in  Yoruba. The two programmes which occu r c o n se c u tiv e ly  on th e  sch ed u le  

a re  sponsored  Is la m ic  r e l i g io u s  programmes. F rid ay  i s  a ls o  th e  on ly  day 

when th e  l a s t  programme fo r  th e  day s t a r t s  l a t e r  than  th e  r e s t .
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B esides t h a t  ex cep tio n  th e  l a s t  programme on th e  s t a t i o n  s t a r t s  a t  10.30 

p.m . d a i ly .  There i s  no l a t e  news round ing  up tra n s m is s io n .

With th e  e x c e p tio n  of Monday, when th e  so c c e r  w orld cup s e r i e s  i s  shown, 

t h e r e  i s  a m ovie ro u n d in g  up t r a n s m is s i o n  e v e ry  d a y . A ll  th e s e  

programmes a re  im ported . They vary  in  o r ig in  and c o n te n t as  they  do in  

d u ra t io n .  The S aturday  s l o t  i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  re s e rv e d  fo r  In d ia n  f i lm s .

The o th e r  f ilm s  a re  o f W estern o r ig in  and a re  in  E n g lish .

I t  i s  la rg e ly  due to  t h i s  p a t te r n  t h a t  th e  s t a t io n  has such a h igh  

o u tp u t of fo re ig n  programmes (27.77% ). T his i s  th e  h ig h e s t  sh a re  in  th e  

a n a ly s is  o f programme by t h e i r  so u rc e s . (P ie  C hart No. 5, a ls o  r e f  

S ta t io n  O utput Graph No. 5)

The programme l in e -u p  a t  th e  weekends d i f f e r s  on ly  s l i g h t l y  from th a t  

d e s c r ib e d  above. T ransm ission  on S a tu rd ay s  and Sundays commence a t  7 .00 

a.m . and c o n tin u e s  t i l l  m idn igh t o r  l a t e r .

There i s  a th re e -h o u r  m agazine programme on S atu rday  m ornings. T his 

programme c a te r s  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  t a s t e s  and i n t e r e s t s .  I t  has v a r io u s  

segm ents in c lu d in g  p re s s  rev iew s, p e r s o n a l i ty  in te rv ie w s , fo re ig n  news, 

m u s ic a ls . Some of th e  segm ents a re  in  E n g lish  and some in  Yoruba. The 

p r e s e n te r s  a re  b i - l in g u a l  a lth o u g h  th e re  a re  s p e c i a l i s t  c o n t r ib u to r s .

R igh t a f t e r  t h i s  programme comes th e  S atu rd ay  m a tinee . L ike th e  ' l a t e '
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These f ilm s  a re  in  In d ian  language and come w ith  s u b - t i t l e s  in  E n g lish .

n ig h t  m ovies, t h i s  i s  im ported . I t  ta k e s  up an o th e r  two h ou rs and b r in g s  

us to  m id-day.
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At mid-day there are fifteen minutes of news in both English and Yoruba. 
The lack of a distinctive time for both newscasts, allows for a 
compromise on the length of one (Yoruba) on account of the other
(English). It would appear that such a compromise need not be, as the
news is followed by a scheduled period for a musical filler, along with 
the commercial break. Had there been conscious planning to have 
newscasts of equal lengths in both languages, it would have been
possible, even with the commercial interests being protected. But there
is no such conscious planning, the Yoruba newscast is designed for a 
shorter period.

The musical fillers represent an acknowledgement on the part of this 
station that it lacks complete control over the factors that determine 
its output. The station, therefore, cannot plan for all its programming 
time.

The slot which follows the news is devoted to sports - wrestling or 
boxing to be precise. The programmes are foreign. The musical which 
follows is also a foreign production.

There is a change in appeal in the next hour of programming as a quiz
programme in Yoruba is featured. This is an audience participation
programme which is not just a local production, but has a really 
indigenous flavour. After an hour of this, there is another change in 
tempo with the musical video show that is put on. Although it is a local
production, it is a montage of mostly foreign input with which the
audience is kept abreast of the tops of the international charts.

161



The t r a d i t i o n a l  weekend s p o r ts  i s  a l s o  a f e a tu r e  on th e  BCOS sch ed u le  

fo r  1.5 hours in  th e  a f te rn o o n . T his le a d s  up to  th e  tim e fo r  th e  e a r ly  

e v e n in g  new s, w h ich  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  th e  w eekday p a t t e r n .  The 

d i f f e r e n c e  a t  th e  weekend though i s  t h a t  th e  news i s  s h o r te r .  There i s  a 

com m ercial b reak  e a t in g  in to  th e  sh a red  30 m inute s l o t .

A f te r  th e  news, th e  aud ience i s  r e tu rn e d  to  a n o th e r  30 m inutes o f

s p o r t s .  Both s p o r ts  programmes a re  in  E n g lish . There i s  none in  Yoruba.

At 6 .00 p.m. th e  Yoruba speak ing  au d ien ce  i s  ag a in  se rv ed  b u t t h i s  tim e 

th e  programme i s  a t a lk  on th e  incum bent m i l i t a r y  go v ern m en t's  p la n  to  

r e tu r n  to  c i v i l  r u l e .  There i s  more p o l i t i c a l  t a lk  in  E n g lish  fo llo w in g .

Next on th e  l i n e  up i s  th e  m ajor lo c a l  new scast in  E n g lish , What t h i s  

means i s  t h a t  th e  aud ience would have been exposed to  1 .5  hours o f 

ta lk in g  heads, a l b e i t  in  d i f f e r e n t  languages and checkered  s l o t s .

There i s  a b reak  in  t h i s  tr e n d  as a Yoruba drama i s  f e a tu re d  a t  7 .30  

p.m.

There i s  a 30 m inute m usical f i l l e r  which i s  u s u a lly  a medley o f th e  

l a t e s t  on th e  lo c a l  music scen e . T h is  f i l l e r  i s  even lo n g e r  th an  th e  

m ajor new scast in  Yoruba which comes r i g h t  a f t e r  i t .

The netw ork news i s  fo llow ed  by y e t a n o th e r  hour o f s p o r ts  rev ie w s .

There i s  h a rd ly  any e x p la n a tio n  fo r  so much tim e, s c a t t e r e d  d u rin g  th e  

day, devo ted  to  s p o r ts  o th e r  th an  th a t  s p o r ts  i s  a t r a d i t i o n a l  menu f o r  

S a tu rd ay s . The long d ay -tim e b lo ck  i s  s e t  a p a r t  fo r  th e  p o s s ib le  l i v e  

so c c e r m atches which abound in  t h e i r  seaso n . In  th e  absence o f l i v e
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m atches, th e r e  i s  u s u a lly  a r e - ru n  o f o th e r  m atches. I t  i s  th e  review  

s l o t s  which a re  devo ted  to  g e n e ra l s p o r ts  news. This p a t t e r n  i s  s im i la r  

to  th e  t r e n d s  observed  on th e  NTA netw ork as  w e ll .

I t  i s  a f t e r  th e  l a t e r  s p o r ts  review  programme th a t  th e  movies of th e

day, an In d ia n  f ilm  i s  shown.

P o ss ib ly  th e  most s t r ik i n g  f e a tu re  o f th e  d a y 's  tra n s m is s io n  i s  th e  

checkered  n a tu re  o f th e  sch ed u le . This i s  a s  re g a rd s  th e  programme flow  

v i s - a - v i s  th e  ta rg e te d  au d ien ces .

Sunday 's  tra n s m is s io n  p re s e n ts  a d i f f e r e n t  view e n t i r e l y .  With e ig h t  

d i f f e r e n t  C h r is t ia n  programmes, 25.71 p e r  c e n t o f th e  d a y 's  programming, 

th e re  i s  no doubt th a t  i t  i s  th e  C h r is t ia n  day o f w orsh ip . Only one o f

th e se  i s  th e  s t a t i o n 's  p ro d u c tio n , th e  o th e rs  a re  sponso red .

T ransm ission  fo r  th e  day b eg in s  a t  7 .00  a.m . w ith  C h r is t ia n  songs o f  

p r a i s e .  The programme i s  in  Yoruba. T h is  i s  fo llow ed  by a p re s s  rev iew . 

Once a month, th e  p re s s  rev iew  i s  re p la c e d  by a n e w s /p e rs o n a li ty  

in te rv ie w  programme. T his i s  an au d ien ce  p a r t i c ip a to r y  programme of 

s o r t s ,  as th e re  i s  p ro v is io n  fo r  aud ien ce  l e t t e r s  and p h o n e-in  to  th e  

g u e s t .  T h is  program m e i s  a l s o  in  Y oruba and i t  i s  u s u a l l y  w e l l  

a d v e r t is e d  on bo th  th e  ra d io  and t e l e v i s io n  s e rv ic e  o f th e  c o rp o ra t io n .

There i s  a r e tu r n  to  a s te a d y  stream  o f r e l i g io u s  programmes. Two o f 

such programmes fo llow  c o n se c u tiv e ly . One o f th e se  i s  an American 

produced m agazine programme, which i s  a ls o  found on o th e r  s t a t i o n 's  

sch ed u le s  -  The 700 Club. The o th e r  programme i s  a sponsored  Yoruba 

p ro d u c tio n .
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At 9.00 a.m . th e re  i s  an hour n a tu re  docum entary from th e  N a tio n a l 

G eographic S o c ie ty . T h e re a f te r ,  th e re  i s  more fo re ig n  in p u t w ith  th e  

Sunday m a tin ee . T his tr e n d  i s  s im i la r  to  th a t  on S atu rday  m ornings. I t  

i s  a ls o  s im i la r  to  p a t te r n s  o b se rv a b le  on o th e r  s t a t e  s t a t i o n s  (OGTV). 

What t h i s  means i s  th a t  a v iew er who has a ch o ice  of b o th  s t a t i o n s  has a 

ch o ice  o f  two movies to  w atch a t  th e  same tim e. (The o th e r  s t a t i o n  (LTV) 

w ith  a s im i la r  p a t te r n ,  has i t s  movies schedu led  fo r  a s l i g h t l y  l a t e r  

tim e .)  The movies a re  on t i l l  m id-day when th e re  i s  a n ew scas t.

A f te r  th e  m id-day news and th e  accompanying com m ercial b reak  and 

f i l l e r s ,  th e r e  i s  a f u l l  f le d g e d  dance/m usic programme in  Yoruba. 

T h e re a f te r ,  i s  a 30-m inute com prehensive rev iew  of th e  news in  Yoruba. 

T his marks th e  b eg inn ing  o f a 'd in g  dong' p a t te r n  in  th e  au d ien ce  app ea l 

go ing  by th e  c o n te n t o r  th e  o f th e  programmes. a

On t h i s  sch ed u le , as  w ith  o th e r s ,  news i s  th e  h ig h e s t ra n k in g  programme 

c a te g o r y  (2 3 .3 5 % ). I t  i s  fo l lo w e d  by m ovies (1 9 .7 2 % ). Though 

c o n c e n tra te d  on two days (F rid ay  and Sunday) r e l ig io u s  programmes a re  

n e x t w ith  a sh a re  o f 8 .16  p e r  c e n t o f th e  s t a t i o n 's  t o t a l  programming. 

W hilst some programme ty p e s  a re  p o p u la r , th e re  a re  some which a re  

t o t a l l y  a b s e n t. For in s ta n c e ,  th e re  a re  no programmes on h e a l th ,  n o t 

even th e  l e s s  o rthodox M etaphysics programmes a re  on th e  sch ed u le  fo r  

t h i s  q u a r te r .  The tre n d  may have s in c e  changed. Farm ing, cookery and 

even governm ent programmes a re  f a r  betw een.

On th e  o th e r  hand, th e re  i s  a c o n c e n tra tio n  of e f f o r t s  in  c e r t a in  

c a te g o r ie s  (news, t a l k s ) .  One of th e  reaso n s  why t h i s  i s  so  i s  th e
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r e l a t i v e  ease  of p roducing  such fo rm ats  (as t a l k s ) . The t r e n d  a ls o  

r e f l e c t s  th e  s t a t i o n 's  p e rc e p tio n s  of i t s  o b l ig a t io n s .

A lthough th e r e  i s  about eq u a l tim e s h a r in g  between th e  lo c a l ly  p roduced , 

E n g lish  and Yoruba, programmes on t h i s  s t a t i o n ,  (Re. P ie  C hart No. 3) 

th e re  i s  g r e a te r  tim e devo ted  to  E n g lish  programmes because o f th e  

fo re ig n  and netw ork in p u t .

OGTV

OGTV i s  th e  s t a t i o n  owned by th e  Ogun s t a t e  governm ent. Because th e  

s tu d y  fo cu s  town i s  lo c a te d  in  Ogun s t a t e ,  one w i l l  ex p ec t OGTV's 

coverage to  be c lo s e s t  to  th e  aud ience in  term s of acc ess  and a f f i n i t y .  

T h is i s  because  s t a t e  s t a t i o n s  were supposed to  have been p r im a r i ly  

e s ta b l is h e d  to  se rv e  th e  i n t e r e s t  o f th e  ind igenous au d ien ces  in  th e  

s t a t e .

With on ly  6.21 p e r  c e n t of i t s  programming hours devo ted  to  th e  

m andatory tra n s m is s io n  o f th e  9 o 'c lo c k  (NTA network) news, OGTV i s  l e f t  

w ith  abou t 93 p e r  c e n t o f i t s  tim e, to  u se  as i t  sees  f i t .  T h is a lo n e  i s  

an advan tage ov er th e  NTA (Abeokuta) s t a t i o n  in  Ogun s t a t e .  Of a l l  th e  

s t a t i o n s  s tu d ie d ,  OGTV spends th e  lo n g e s t  tim e on a i r  (76^ hours p e r  

w eek). There i s  no day th a t  i t  c lo se s  down e a r l i e r  th an  m id n ig h t. (Re. 

Programme Rundown Schedule No. 6)

F ive n ig h ts  a week, th e  s t a t i o n  i s  com m itted to  showing a f i lm , j u s t  

b e fo re  th e  l a t e  news, which marks th e  end of tra n s m is s io n . On th e  two 

n ig h ts  when th e re  i s  no movie, th e re  i s  e i th e r  w re s tl in g  o r  so c c e r ; and 

th e re  i s  a movie le n g th  Yoruba drama. These programmes a re  s ta n d a rd  

f e a tu r e s  on th e  sch ed u le . Except fo r  th e  Yoruba drama, th e  programmes
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a re  a l l  im ported .

On weekdays, tra n sm is s io n  b eg in s  a t  abou t 3 .45 p.m. There i s  a 15 m inute 

s l o t  d a i ly ,  f o r  a t a lk  in  Yoruba, adm onishing th e  aud ience  on d e s i r a b le  

ways o f l iv in g .  T his i s  s im i la r  to  th e  f e a tu r e  on NTA Ibadan  and BCOS, 

I t  i s  a p r a c t ic e  ro o te d  in  th e  Yoruba c u l tu r e  where one i s  d a i ly  

rem inded o f who he (she) i s ,  and shou ld  b e . I t  u s u a lly  accom panies th e  

exchange o f g re e t in g s  a t  th e  s t a r t  o f th e  day . Because o f th e  le v e l  o f 

s o p h is t ic a t io n  in  th e  language, th e  p o e t r i c a l  s ty le  o f d e l iv e ry ,  t h i s  

t a lk  would undoubted ly , be b e t t e r  s u i te d  to  an a d u lt  au d ien ce  a lth o u g h  

i t  cou ld  be b e n e f ic ia l  to  a l l .  The s l o t  p reced es  t h a t  which se rv e s  th e  

c h i ld r e n  from 4.00 to  4.30 p.m.

There i s  a c o n s is te n c y  in  th e  aud ience a t t r a c t e d  d u rin g  t h a t  tim e s l o t  

even though th e re  i s  v a r ie ty  in  th e  s e r v ic e .  On Monday and Tuesday th e re  

a re  E n g lish  language programmes w hich a re  in -h o u se  p ro d u c tio n s . On 

Wednesday and Thursday, th e  p ro d u c tio n s  a re  a ls o  lo c a l ,  and in  th e  

Yoruba language . On F rid ay  th e re  i s  an im ported  p ro d u c tio n  -  Fraggle  

Rock. The c h i ld re n  a re  th u s  a ssu re d  o f a r e g u la r  s e rv ic e  th ro u g h o u t th e  

week a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  tim e . This p a t t e r n  i s  s im i la r  to  th a t  which 

o b ta in s  in  th e  BCOS.

The news which fo llo w s i s  even a more r e g u la r  f e a tu r e  a s  i t  can be seen  

a t  th e  same tim e even d u rin g  th e  weekends. There i s  20 m inu tes a t  t h i s  

tim e f o r  th e  news in  Yoruba and E n g lish . Those 20 m inu tes should  be 

sh a red  e q u a lly  between bo th  n ew scas ts . However, because th e  E n g lish  

new scast comes f i r s t ,  and i t  i s  th e  o r ig i n a l  language o f  p ro d u c tio n , th e  

new scast in  Yoruba te n d s  to  be com prom ised. I f  th e  E n g lish  new scast
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over-runs for instance, it eats into the time of the Yoruba newscast.

There i s  a 10 m inute com mercial s l o t  f o r  th e  p e rso n a l p a id  announcement. 

As opposed to  th e  n o n -p e rso n a l agency m ed iated  a d v e r t is e m e n ts , th e se  a re  

p e rso n a l n o t ic e s  which a re  u s u a lly  n o t abou t consumer item s b u t abou t 

s o c ia l  e v e n ts  -  o b i tu a r ie s ,  c h ie f ta in c y  t i t l e s ,  b i r th d a y s ,  w eddings, 

naming cerem o n ies , goodw ill m essages. T here a re  a ls o  th e  l o s t  and found 

announcem ents. These in c lu d e  m iss in g  p e rso n s  and v e h ic le s .

In the event that there are not enough notices to fill the slot, the 
audience is treated to musical interludes. This is true of every station 
and of every circumstance when the programme under-runs. Invariably, 
this is due to a short fall in the anticipated commercials. Such 
interludes are not reflected in the schedule.

Twice a week, on Mondays and Wednesdays, th e re  i s  a 15 m inute new scast 

in  th e  Egun language - fo r  th e  l i n g u i s t i c  m in o rity . T h is  fo llo w s th e  

com m ercial b reak . There i s  an a d d i t io n a l  15 m inute n ew scast fo r  them on 

S atu rd ay  a t  an e a r l i e r  tim e o f 12.30 p.m. O ther th a n  th e se  th r e e  

programmes th e re  i s  no o th e r  s p e c ia l  c o n s id e ra tio n  on t h i s  s t a t i o n  fo r  

th e  m in o r ity  aud ien ce  segm ent. T his means on ly  .98 p e r c e n t of i t s  t o t a l  

programming hours have been devo ted  to  t h i s  aud ience segm ent.

There i s  no o th e r  p ro v is io n  fo r  th e  s p e c ia l  i n t e r e s t  o f th e  v a r io u s  

e t h n i c  s u b - g r o u p in g s  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  th e  s t a t e .  The s t a t i o n  h a s  

c o n v e n ie n tly  lumped them a l l  to g e th e r  as  th e  same e th n ic  group. Hence, 

b e s id e s  Egun d i a l e c t ,  th e  m ainstream  Yoruba i s  th e  on ly  lo c a l  language 

o f p r e s e n ta t io n .  (Re. Programme O utput c h a r t  No. 6) T h is  acco u n ts  f o r  

on ly  24.75 p e r  c e n t of th e  t o t a l  programm ing. There i s  a n o th e r  11.66 p e r
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c e n t o f programmes which a re  b i - l i n g u a l .  (C ategory 4) Such programmes 

e i t h e r  have segm ents in  E n g lish  and Yoruba, o r they  employ in t e r p r e t e r s  

w ith in  th e  programme. These programmes can th u s  reach  Yoruba and E n g lish  

speak in g  au d ie n c e s .

The s t a t i o n  has a marked p re se n c e  o f fo re ig n  programmes (30.42% ). In  

f a c t  on Tuesday, w ith in  th e  same tim e b lo c k  t h a t  th e  two Egun n ew scasts  

a re  to  be found, th e re  i s  a programme in  which th e  R u ssian  language i s  

ta u g h t. (Programme Rundown Schedule 6)

Of th e  o th e r  programmes w ith in  t h a t  tim e b lo c k , two a re  ta rg e te d  tow ards 

th e  younger aud ien ce  -  b o th  b e in g  e d u c a tio n a l a lth o u g h  n o t in  th e  fo rm al 

s t r u c tu r e d  s e n se . One of th e  o th e r  programmes i s  a s p o r ts  programme. 

T his i s  f e a tu re d  midweek, on Wednesday. On F rid a y , th e  I s la m ic  day of 

w orsh ip , th e r e  i s  a programme o f Is la m ic  ch o ru se s .

In  th e  n e x t hour b lo ck  (5 .3 0 -6 .3 0  p .m .) th e  weekdays have a mixed menu 

of programmes. On Monday, th e  f i r s t  h a l f -h o u r  w ith in  th e  b lock  i s  

devo ted  to  a p o l i t i c a l  t a l k  in  Yoruba. T h is i s  fo llow ed  by a B r i t i s h  

comedy L i f e  b e g in s  a t  40, On a n o th e r  day th e re  i s  a ( s t a t e )  governm ent 

programme fo llo w ed  by th e  American C h r is t ia n  B ro ad castin g  Network (CBN) 

news. In  a d d i t io n ,  th e re  i s  I t a l i a n  so c c e r  and im ported soap o p eras  to  

be found w ith in  th e  tim e b lo c k  (Re Programme Rundown Schedule No. 6)

The tim e  b lo c k  i s  indeed  a p o t - p o u r r i ,  n o t d e l in e a t in g  any p a r t i c u l a r  

t a r g e t  which i t  knows w i l l  be a v a i la b le  a t  such a tim e.

From 6 .30 to  6 .45 p .m ., th e re  i s  a f u l l  news b u l l e t i n  in  Yoruba on 

weekdays. The le n g th  of t h i s  n ew scast, which i s  th e  m ajor Yoruba
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newscast of the day, is half of the English 'equivalent'. It is one- 
third of the national network news. Even as regards its position on the 
schedules, another factor which illustrates the importance of a 
programme, the full Yoruba newscast is undoubtedly of less importance. 
Whilst it is featured in the early fringe (6 .30  p.m.) the English 
' equivalent' and the network news are featured in the prime time, at 
8 .30  p.m. and 9.00 p.m. respectively.

The o th e r  im p lic a tio n  o f th e  p a t t e r n  i s  t h a t  s t a r t i n g  from 8.30 p .m ., 

th e re  i s  a s o l id  b lock  o f 1 .75 h ou rs of news. On th e  w hole, news i s  a 

b ig  f e a tu r e  on th e  s t a t io n  and i t  ta k e s  th e  l i o n 's  sh a re  o f programming 

hours (24.10% ). (F igu re  No. 6) On Sundays th e r e  a re  as many a s  n in e  news 

s l o t s ;  e ig h t  on S a tu rd ay s ;an d  s ix  o r  f iv e  on weekdays. (Rundown Schedule 

No. 6)

The d a i ly  new scast i s  fo llo w ed  by a n o th e r  10 m inute p e rso n a l p a id  

announcement s l o t .  The p a t t e r n  i s  th e  same a f t e r  th e  netw ork  n ew scast.

At 6 .55 p.m. th e re  i s  a n o th e r  f iv e  m inute s l o t  fo r  th e  adm onition  in  

Yoruba. T his i s  fo llow ed  a t  7 .00  p.m . by th e  American (C h r is t ia n )  soap 

opera  A nother L i f e ,  T his programme i s  f e a tu re d  c o n s is te n t ly ,  from Sunday 

th rough  to  Thursday. The programme i s  re p u te d  to  have a la rg e  lo y a l  

fo llo w in g . The r e g u la r i ty  and c o n t in u i ty  encouraged by i t s  sch ed u lin g  i s  

rem ark ab le . I t  i s  one of th e  c o n s is te n t  f e a tu r e s  on th e  sc h e d u le , l i k e  

th e  news, th e  m ovies, th e  com m ercial s l o t s .  However, u n lik e  th e  o th e r s ,  

th e  s t a t i o n  la c k s  com plete c o n t ro l  on th e  p ro c e sse s  which b r in g  th e  

programme to  th e  a irw aves.

On F rid a y , th e re  i s  a governm ent agency sponsored  t a l k  programme on
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civics and politics. The discussion programme is in English and last, 
for one hour till 8.00 p.m.

The one hour b lo ck  of tim e fo llo w in g  A n o th er  L i f e  on th e  o th e r  weekdays 

i s  a n o th e r  p o tp o u r r i .  Monday 7 .3 0 -8 .0 0  p.m . i s  a news m agazine programme 

f e a tu r in g  human i n t e r e s t  s t o r i e s  which would n o t f in d  space  in  th e  

r e g u la r  n ew scas ts . I t  was i n i t i a l l y  p o s i t io n e d  a g a in s t  N ew sline , th e  

s im i la r  concep t on Sunday's netw ork n ew scas t.

This programme is followed by a programme which has been classified as 
metaphysics. These programmes are sponsored by unorthodox healers, who 
go beyond the physical abilities, invoking spirits to effect cures for 
failing health and ailing fortunes. These healers are referred to as 
'doctor - metaphysicians' in the programmes which are in the Yoruba 
language.

There are two such programmes on the schedules for this day. One of them 
is right after the news and the commercial break.

On Tuesday there is cin hour of this station's Ombudsman programme in 
Yoruba - the public morality court, the defender of the 'helpless'. This 
showing of the programme is usually a fresh episode. There is a re-run 
of the Tuesday's programme on Saturday afternoons.

The first programme within this time block on Thursday features another 
of the 'metaphyisicians'. The programme is in Yoruba. The audience is 
led into another Yoruba programme in the next half hour. This time it is 
a long-standing, successful Yoruba comedy. Because it is syndicated by 
an advertiser (the sponsors) the programme features on other schedules.
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at different times.

On F rid a y  a t  8 .00 p.m . th e re  i s  a n o th e r m e ta p h y s ic ia n 's  programme on th e  

sch ed u le  fo llo w in g  th e  government agency sponsored  t a l k .  There a r e ,  

th u s ,  d i f f e r e n t  m e tap h y sic ian s  on th r e e  d i f f e r e n t  days o f th e  week, and 

on one o c c a s io n  th e re  i s  more th an  one on a day.

There i s  a f a i r l y  c o n s is te n t  p a t te r n  w ith in  th e  10-10 .30  tim e s t r i p .  

There a re  th r e e  r e l i g io u s  programmes and th re e  o f th e  m e tap h y s ic ian s  

programmes. Two o f th e  r e l i g io u s  programmes (on S atu rday  and Sunday) a re  

C h r is t ia n  programmes. The t h i r d  one i s  Is la m ic  and i t  i s  on F rid a y .

Although their mission and messages differ, the metaphysicians are quite 
similar in their appearance to the Moslem preachers. They often bear the 
Moslem names, and titles (Alhaji).

There are other similarities in the physical appearance of both which 
could cause a viewer to be confused about the distinctions in their 
identity.

On the whole, the variations in the creeds being broadcast is 
interesting, as is the preservation of the sanctity of certain days of 
the week. All these programmes are sponsored.

There i s  a n e w s /p e rs o n a li ty  in te rv ie w  programme in  E n g lish  which s ta n d s  

o u t in  t h a t  10.00 -  10.30 s l o t .  The programme i s  on Wednesday, coming 

j u s t  b e fo re  w re s t l in g .

I t  i s  on ly  in  few c a se s  t h a t  th e  s t r u c tu r e  o f th e  sch ed u le  a id s  a b u i ld
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up o f any p a r t i c u l a r  ty p e  of au d ien ce . There i s  an a ttem p t to  se rv e  so  

many v a r ie d  aud ience segm ents and so com plete d r i f t s  of th e  au d ien ces  

a p p e a le d  t o ,  i s  n o t  a v o id e d .  T h is  s u g g e s t s  th e  d r i f t  p a t t e r n  o f  

au d ien ces  b e fo re  th e  s e t ,  a t  th e  t r a n s i t i o n  of programmes.

At th e  weekends, OGTV commences tra n s m is s io n  a t  7,00 a.m . On S a tu rd ay s 

i t  s t a r t s  th e  day w ith  a keep f i t  programme in  E n g lish . T h is  i s  fo llow ed  

by an e a r ly  morning ' l i v e '  r e p o r t  on m arket b a rg a in s .  T h is  i s  a 

community acc e ss  programme, a s  th e  p r e s e n te r  goes round th e  d i f f e r e n t  

m arkets w ith in  th e  s t a t e s ,  p u b l ic is in g  th e  produce ty p ic a l  to  th e  a re a s  

as  w ell as  in d ic a t in g  th e  c o s t  o f l i v in g .

In  r e c e n t tim es th e  lo c a l  governm ent c o u n c ils  have been made to  sponsor

th e  programmes from t h e i r  a r e a .  T his p r a c t ic e  has made c o n d i t io n a l  th e

acc ess  to  th e  programme.

The tim in g  o f t h i s  programme had been inform ed by th e  t r a d i t i o n a l

p r a c t ic e  of 'e a r l y '  shopping . The e x p e c ta t io n  i s  th a t  th e  shoppers 

hav ing  been inform ed can go o u t in  s e a rc h  o f b a rg a in s , armed w ith  th e  

knowledge of th e  s ta n d a rd . T h is  i s  p a r t i c u l a r ly  im p o rtan t in  an economy 

where m arket p r ic e s  a re  n o t f ix e d ;  buyers  have to  hagg le  over th e  p r ic e s  

b e fo re  a r r iv in g  a t  a p r ic e  a c c e p ta b le  to  s e l l e r s  and th em se lv es .

At 8 .00 a.m . th e re  i s  a m agazine programme fo r  th e  outw ard lo o k in g

e n lig h te n e d  au d ien ce . A lthough i t  i s  a lo c a l  p ro d u c tio n  th e r e  i s  an 

in p u t from th e  in te r n a t io n a l  scen e . This in v a r ia b ly  comes from s a t e l l i t e  

t e l e v i s io n .  There a re  item s such as news, music, fa sh io n , p e r s o n a l i ty  

in te rv ie w s  th a t  would i n t e r e s t  th e  upw ardly m obile, outw ard lo o k in g , 

e n lig h te n e d  au d ien ce . The programme l a s t s  fo r  1.5 h o u rs . A gain, i t  i s  a
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c o n c e p t  s i m i l a r  to  a n o th e r  f e a t u r e d  on BCOS. The t im in g  o f  b o th  

programmes a l s o  c o in c id e .

A h a l f - h o u r  re v ie w  o f th e  h i g h l i g h t s  o f  th e  news i s  p r e s e n te d  

im m ediately  a f te rw a rd s . T his programme i s  in  Yoruba. T h e re a f te r ,  th e re  

i s  th e  b r e a k fa s t  movie. At noon th e re  i s  th e  f i r s t  news b u l l e t i n  fo r  th e  

day in  E n g lish . The 20 m inute b u l l e t i n  i s  fo llow ed  by th e  p e rso n a l p a id  

announcements s l o t  and th e n  a new scast in  Egun. Even th e  ab rid g ed  

new scast in  E n g lish  i s  f iv e  m inutes lo n g e r  th a n  th e  15 m inute new scast 

in  Egun. The r a t i o n a le  beh ind  t h i s  i s  th a t  th e  Egun speak in g  audience 

h av e  a c c e s s  to  e i t h e r  th e  E n g l is h  o r  Y oruba new s. The q u e s t io n ,  

th e r e f o r e ,  i s  why th e  Egun t r a n s l a t i o n  i s  on a i r  a t  a l l .

T h e re  a r e  c e r t a i n  program m es f e a t u r e d  on th e  s c h e d u le  w hich  a r e  

d is p e n s a b le .  For in s ta n c e ,  th e re  i s  a s l o t  fo r  a r e p e a t  o f one of th e  

s p o r ts  programmes. The s l o t  i s  o f te n  used  fo r  th e  sponsored  s p e c ia ls  -  

th e  r e p o r ts  o f p r iv a te  s o c ia l  engagem ents, as opposed to  th e  mere 

announcem ents. At o th e r  tim e s , th e  s l o t  i s  u sed  to  conclude th e  showing 

of movies which o v e r-ru n  th e  d e s ig n a te d  tim e b lo ck . There a r e  occasio n s 

when th e  m ovies have to  be concluded  much l a t e r ,  in  th e  even ing  movies 

s l o t .

In  f a c t ,  a l l  th e  in -h o u se  p ro d u c tio n s  which a re  n o t sponsored  (by 

in d iv id u a ls ,  b u s in e sse s  o r  governm ents) a re  d is p e n s a b le , i r r e s p e c t iv e  of 

th e  schedu led  day o r  tim e of th e  week. The programmes can be re p la c e d  a t  

any tim e d u r in g  th e  q u a r te r ,  a s  long  as  th e r e  i s  a sponsored  programme 

c o n s id e r in g  th e  tim e s l o t .  Such j e t t i s o n e d  programmes may no t be 

re sc h e d u le d  w ith in  th e  week.
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The weekend transmission on OGTV is also fraught with programmes of 
different appeals. These include the American drama th e  A Team, a re-run 
of the station's ombudsman programme in Yoruba, the movie length Yoruba 
drama; American championship wrestling; local and American (CBN) news. 
Unlike NTA Ikeja's schedules the two programmes in the vernacular are 
separated by the foreign news programme. This does not encourage a build 
up of particular audience segment.

(For a feel of the changing waves within the audience flow see Programme 
Rundown Schedule No. 6)

Besides the sheer number of foreign productions on this station, there 
is the tendency that they are better promoted. As a result of problems 
in local production, it is usually more difficult to include highlights 
of such in the promotion clips that the station transmits weekly.

In spite of the number of newscasts, on any day, there is not much 
variation in the content except that certain stories are excluded. There 
are no updates, no variation in style to suit any anticipated changes in 
the audiences constitution. This observation is as true for this station 
as it is for the others.

The sc h e d u le  fo r  Sunday on OGTV i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  B esides th e  

's ta n d a r d ' f ix t u r e s  on th e  sch ed u le  ( th e  news, th e  m ovies, m u sica ls  and 

promos) th e  o th e r  programmes to  be seen  a re  r e l ig io u s  programmes. On 

t h i s  day , t ra n s m is s io n  b eg in s  a t  7 .00 a.m . and so even th e  f ix t u r e s  were 

fe a tu re d  f o r  lo n g e r p e r io d s  on th e  w hole.

It takes Sunday's schedule to see how prominent religious programmes are
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A nother h ig h  ran k in g  c a te g o ry  was th e  t a lk s  w ith  10.25 p e r  c e n t .

on t h i s  s t a t i o n .  The c a te g o ry  c o n s t i tu te s  10.46 p e r  c e n t o f t o t a l  

programming f o r  th e  week. I t  ran k s  t h i r d  in  term s o f th e  sh a re  o f 

program m ing.

News ran k s  h ig h e s t  w ith  24.10 p e r  c e n t ;  drama and movies have equal 

sh a re  o f 13.74 p e r  cen t each .

A lthough th e  'm e ta p h y s ic ia n s ' have a r e l a t i v e l y  low p e rc e n ta g e  o f th e

programming (4.58%) th e  sp read  of f iv e  o u t of seven days, and th e  

frequency  7(x 30 m inu tes) makes th e  c a te g o ry  q u i te  u b iq u i to u s .  T his 

c o n t r a s t s  sh a rp ly  w ith  th e  c o n v e n tio n a l h e a l th  programme which appea rs  

j u s t  once a week fo r  30 m inu tes (.65% ). S im ila r ly ,  th e  e d u c a tiv e  

programmes f e a tu r e  on ly  tw ice  a week ta k in g  1.30 p e r c e n t o f th e  tim e.

T his p a t te r n  does n o t r e f l e c t  what th e  programmers b e l ie v e  i s  b e s t  f o r  

th e  a u d ien ce . There i s  an acknowledgement amongst them th a t  th e  menu i s  

n o t a b a lan ced  d i e t .  They had sim ply done what was more econom ical. The 

revenue y ie ld e d  from th e  r e l i g io u s  and m etaphysic ian  c a te g o r ie s  ( i . e .

10.46% + 4.58% = 15.04%) i s  what e n a b le s  them to  p u t th e  rem ain ing  

programmes (abou t 84%) on th e  a i r .

’
T his S tand  does n o t r e f l e c t  th e  amount c o n tr ib u te d  by governm ent to  th e  

c a p i t a l  expenses o f t h i s  s t a t i o n .  However, i t  does r e f l e c t  th e  d e s p e ra te  

s i t u a t i o n  in  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s t a t i o n .  I t  a ls o  r e f l e c t s  on a d i f f e r e n t  

le v e l  th e  monopoly 'e n jo y e d ' by th e  s t a t e  s ta t io n s  re g a rd in g  such 

programmes. The s t r i c t  r e g u la t io n s  o f  th e  NTA does n o t p e rm it such 

programmes on th e  NTA s t a t i o n s  and th u s  th e  consequent f r e e  r e ig n  o f th e
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s t a t e  s t a t i o n s .

A lready i t  has been p o in te d  o u t t h a t  th e  sch ed u le  does n o t r e f l e c t  a l l  

th a t  i s  t r a n s m it te d ,  w ith  th e  d is p e n s a b le  programmes on th e  sch ed u le . In  

a d d i t io n  to  th e s e ,  th e re  a re  th e  m usical f i l l e r s  which a re  n o t accoun ted  

f o r .  T his means th a t  th e re  i s  indeed  more th a n  th e  1.30 p e r  c e n t o f th e  

tim e devo ted  to  m u s ic a ls . The a d d i t io n  comes u s u a lly  in  l i t t l e  p o ck e ts  

of tim e s c a t t e r e d  a l l  over th e  tra n s m is s io n  day . I t  i s  t h e i r  frequency  

r a th e r  th an  th e  s iz e  they  ta k e  up, which makes them worthy o f n o te .

I t  i s  on ly  o c c a s io n a lly  t h a t  th e  s t a t i o n  i s  in v o lv ed  in  th e  d es ig n  and 

p ro d u c tio n  o f th e  sponsored  programmes which a re  th e  more s ta b le  

elem ents o f i t s  programming. At such  tim e s , th e  s t a t i o n 's  invo lvem ents 

a re  c h a rg e a b le . There must be payment fo r  s e rv ic e s  re n d e re d . Thus, th e  

s t a t io n  la c k s  e f f e c t iv e  c o n t r o l .  I t  does have g u id e lin e s  f o r  s ta n d a rd s .  

Some of th e s e  can be compromised - e s p e c ia l ly  as  re g a rd s  te c h n ic a l  

q u a l i ty ,  b u t some a re  more r i g i d l y  observed  -  p a r t i c u l a r l y  conce rn ing  

le g a l  im p lic a t io n s  of c o n te n t .

Indeed , th e re  i s  a g r e a t  v a r ie ty  o f au d ien ce  needs which th e  s t a t i o n  

proposed  to  s a t i s f y  w ith  th e  programme f a r e  which i t  s e rv e s .  I t  a ls o  

a tte m p ts  to  f u l f i l  th e  b a s ic  o b l ig a t io n s  fo r  which i t  was e s ta b l is h e d .

The re c e p tio n  o f th e se  programmes goes w e ll beyond th e  programming 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  w hich  a l r e a d y  in v o lv e s  co m m e rc ia l c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a s  

i l l u s t r a t e d  above. I t  in v o lv e s  th e  e n g in e e r in g  perform ance a s  w e ll .  T his 

rem inder i s  b ro u g h t up h e re  because  a lth o u g h  t h i s  s t a t i o n  i s  exp ec ted  to  

have h ig h  aud ien ce  l o y a l t i e s  in  th e  s tu d y  focus a re a , i t  i s  n o t w e ll 

re c e iv e d  in  some p a r ts  o f town. I t  i s  th u s  n o t a prom inent s t a t i o n  as
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ex p ec ted , and t h i s  cannot a l l  be a t t r i b u t e d  to  th e  programming 

LTV/LWT
'.-i

Of a l l  th e  s t a t i o n s  a v a i la b le  to  th e  s tu d y  focus a re a , t h i s  i s  th e  one 

th a t  i s  most p rom inen t. To s t a r t  w ith  i t  i s  th e  s t a t i o n  t h a t  i s  re c e iv e d  

in  homes where fo r  d i f f e r e n t  re a so n s , no o th e r  s t a t i o n  i s .  For t h i s  

rea so n  th e  sch ed u le  i s  a ls o  o f p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t .

■i

As a s t a t e  government owned s t a t i o n ,  s i tu a te d  in  Lagos, th e  n a t io n 's  

p o l i t i c a l  and com mercial n e rv e  c e n t r e ,  LTV has a p e c u l ia r  agenda. I t  

aims to  se rv e  th e  in d ig en o u s peo p le  o f Lagos s t a t e  a s  w e ll as  th e  

cosm opo litan  aud ience o f Lagos c i t y ,  and i t s  su b u rb s. In  a d d i t io n  to  

th e s e ,  th e re  i s  th e  need fo r  th e  s t a t i o n  to  be com m ercially  m o tiv a ted , 

to  rem ain in  b u s in e s s  a t  a l l .

To su rv iv e , i t  has to  compete w ith  th r e e  NTA s t a t i o n s  w ith in  th e  

d o m in an t o p e r a t i o n  a r e a .  One o f  th e s e  i s  NTA-2 (C h an n e l 5) i t s  

c o m p e t i to r  from  i n c e p t i o n ,  and th e  NTA's 's u c c e s s f u l  co m m erc ia l 

e x p e r im e n t '.  By i t s  d e s ig n , LTV a ls o  has to  compete w ith  NTA-Ikeja 

channel 7 fo r  th e  ind ig en o u s aud ience  o f Lagos s t a t e .  By i t s  coverage 

p a t te r n ,  i t  f in d s  i t s e l f  com peting w ith  th e  n e ig h b o u rin g  Ogun s t a t e ' s  

t e l e v i s i o n  (OGTV). T h is  i t  d o es  to  m ax im ise  th e  p r o f i t  from  i t s  

p o t e n t i a l .  A ll th e s e  a re  r e f l e c t e d  in  th e  schedu led  programmes.

At th e  tim e o f th e  s tu d y , LTV b ro a d c a s t f o r  th e  s h o r te s t  p e r io d  of tim e 

compared to  o th e r  s t a t e  owned s t a t i o n s .  T h is  had n o t alw ays been so . I t  

had p io n e e red  th e  24 hour m arathon s e r v ic e  on i t s  weekend s e r v ic e  (LWT) 

in  re sp o n se  to  th e  dw ind ling  n ig h t  l i f e  in  Lagos, fo llo w in g  th e  menace 

o f armed ro b b e rs . The 'm ara th o n ' le n g th  of th e  s e r v ic e  had to  be
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suspended fo llo w in g  th e  d e v a s ta t io n , o f th e  f i r e  which g u tte d  th e  

s t a t i o n 's  tem porary  p rem ises, and i t s  a r c h iv e s .

The s t a t i o n  had endeared  i t s e l f  to  th e  aud ien ce  w ith  th e  un ique  s e rv ic e .  

I t  h ad  a l s o  p io n e e r e d  s p e c i a l  s e r v i c e s  w h ich  a r e  o u t s i d e  d a i l y  

t r a n s m is s i o n  s c h e d u le .  The s p e c i a l  f a i r s  a t  f e s t i v e  p e r io d s  l i k e  

C h r is tm a s ,  f o r  ex am p le , a r e  now a n n u a l e v e n t s .  T h ese  a r e  p u b l i c  

r e l a t i o n s  e v e n ts  which a re  n o t r e f l e c t e d  on t h i s  sc h e d u le , a lth o u g h  

h ig h l ig h ts  o f such f a i r s  may be fe a tu re d  on c e r t a in  programmes in  th e  

q u a r te r s  t h a t  th e y  o ccu r. These a re  th e  s p e c ia l s .

P re s e n tly  on weekdays, tra n sm is s io n  s t a r t s  on th e  s t a t i o n  a t  5 .00 p.m . 

This i s  even l a t e r  th an  th e  NTA s t a t i o n s .  The s t a t i o n  c lo s e s  down j u s t  

about m id n ig h t. At th e  weekends, tra n s m is s io n  commences a t  9 .00 a.m . 

T his i s  two h o u rs  a f t e r  th e  o th e r  s t a t e  s t a t i o n s  a lth o u g h  i t  i s  e a r l i e r  

th a n  th e  NTA s t a t i o n s .

At a g la n c e , i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  th e  tim e b lo c k s  have been sh a re d  ou t to  

se rv e  d i f f e r e n t  aud ience segm ents. (Programme Rundown No. 7)

On th e  whole th e  c h i ld re n  can expec t to  f in d  som ething f o r  them selves 

between 5.00 and 6.00 p.m . on weekdays. These programmes a re  a l l  (5.30%) 

in  th e  E n g lish  language. Two of them a re  fo re ig n  p ro d u c tio n s . The 

rem ain ing  f iv e  a re  in -h o u se  p ro d u c tio n s .

With th e  e x c e p tio n  of Thursday and F rid a y , th e  s t a t i o n  b eg in s  i t s  

weekday tra n s m is s io n  w ith  th e  c h i ld r e n 's  programme. On T hursday , th e re  

i s  an env iro n m en ta l s a n i t a t i o n  programme in  Yoruba which p rece d es  th e  

im ported  programme The New Zoo fo r  c h i ld r e n .  The h e a l th  programme i s
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targeted towards the less privileged members of the audience.

The 6 .0 0 -6 .3 0  tim e b lock  i s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  one. I t  does n o t command 

a t t e n t io n  o f any p a r t i c u l a r  aud ience  ty p e . On Monday, th e re  i s  an 

American drama s u i ta b le  fo r  fam ily  v iew ing  though i t  co u ld  w e ll be fo r  

c h i l d r e n .  I t  i s  th u s  s im p ly  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  d ram a. T h is  program m e 

d o v e t a i l s  n e a t l y  i n t o  th e  p r e c e d in g  a u d ie n c e  f lo w , r e t a i n i n g  i t s  

c h i ld re n  au d ien ce  and p o s s ib ly  a t t r a c t i n g  a d u l t s .

W ithin t h a t  tim e b lock  on Tuesday, th e re  i s  one of th e  'M e ta p h y s ic ia n s ' 

programmes. The programme i s  in  Yoruba and i s  n o t l i k e ly  to  i n h e r i t  th e  

aud ience from th e  e a r l i e r  shows. (Re. Programme Rundown Schedule No. 7)

There is another of the Metaphysicians on Thursday at the same time. On 
this occasions, it is the Children's programme which possibly claims the 
flow of the audience of this show and the earlier occurring conventional 
health programme. The Children's programme is in English unlike both the 
Health and the Metaphysicians programme.

There a re  more o f th e  M etaphysic ians programmes in  th e  l a t e r  tim e b lo c k , 

betw een 7 .00  and 8.00 p.m. For th e  f i r s t  3 o u t of th e  5 weekdays th e re  

i s  c o n s is te n t ly  one 'M e tap h y s ic ian ' on th e  a i r .  There i s  none a t  any 

tim e on F r id a y , a lth o u g h  th e re  a re  th e  (3) Is la m ic  r e l i g io u s  programmes. 

The p o in t  about th e  s im i l a r i t y  o f th e  programme ty p es  has been made.

On S atu rday  th e re  a re  (2) M etaphysic ian  programmes w ith in  th e  same tim e 

b lo ck  (6 .0 0 -6 .3 0 ; 7 .0 0 -7 .3 0 ) .  T his means i t  i s  on ly  on Sundays and

F rid a y s , th e  accep ted  days o f w orship  fo r  th e  two r e l i g io n s  t h a t  th e se  

programmes a re  n o t a i r e d .
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The frequency and consistency of these programmes, coupled with their 
proximity to the news belt and prime time that reflects their 
prominence. It is the general uncertainty surrounding their desirability 
that makes their presence an issue.

These healers encourage less conventional approaches to health care 
usually employing a combination of Eastern and traditional approaches.

By c o n t r a s t ,  th e re  a re  on ly  two programmes {on Tuesdays and Thursdays) 

which encourage th e  c o n v en tio n a l approaches to  h e a l th  and w ell b e in g . 

One o f th e s e  i s  in  Yoruba and th e  o th e r  i s  in  E n g lish .

As w ith  o th e r  s t a t io n s ,  th e  news r e t a i n s  a c o n s is te n t  s l o t  on LTV. There 

a re  4 tim e s t r i p s  d a i ly ,  re s e rv e d  f o r  news. That th e  news has become 

f ix e d  f e a tu r e s  on th e  sch ed u le  co u ld  in  p a r t  e x p la in  why news w atch ing  

co u ld  e a s i l y  be a h a b i t .  T h is p o in t  may w e ll be more im p o rtan t th a n  th e  

sh e e r  amount of tim e th a t  i s  devo ted  to  t h a t  c a te g o ry . On t h i s  s t a t i o n  

25.51 p e r  c e n t o f th e  tim e i s  devo ted  to  th e  news (Re. Programme O utput 

Graph No. 7)

Drama a ls o  ranks h igh  on th e  s t a t i o n 's  u se  o f tim e. I t  i s  th e  n e x t 

h ig h e s t  c a te g o ry , a f t e r  th e  news. Four o u t o f th e  f iv e  week days th e r e

i s  a t  l e a s t  one im ported  drama. These a re  u s u a lly  on a t  prim e tim e

(8 .3 0 ) ;  r i g h t  a f t e r  th e  s t a t i o n 's  m ajor new scast in  E n g lish . There 

i s  a lo c a l  comedy ( in  Yoruba) a t  th e  same tim e on S a tu rd ay .

On Fridays and Sundays, the trend is broken by the religious programmes.
The religious programmes rank third in the station's overall use of 
time. There are more of these religious and drama programmes in other
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positions on the schedule.

A nother s t r i k i n g  f e a tu r e  on t h i s  sch ed u le  i s  th e  p o s i t io n  o f th e  m ajor 

Yoruba n ew scas t. I t  i s  p la c e d  s t r a t e g i c a l l y  a f t e r  th e  netw ork  new scast 

( a t  9 .45 p .m .) .  I t  i s  a ls o  one o f th e  few in c id e n ts  o f a f u l l  30 m inute 

b lo c k  d evo ted  to  th e  news in  one v e rn a c u la r  language.

A lthough some programmes w ith in  th e  o th e r  c a te g o r ie s  f e a tu r e d  e a r l i e r  do 

employ th e  t a l k  fo rm at, th o se  programmes c l a s s i f i e d  as  ' t a l k '  h e re , 

fo c u ss in g  on c iv ic s ,  p o l i t i c s ,  even g e n e ra l i n t e r e s t s  as  w ell as  

governm ent programmes a re  few and f a r  betw een on t h i s  s t a t i o n .

T alk  and governm ent programmes on t h i s  s t a t i o n  c o n s t i tu te  1.51 p e r  c e n t 

each  of th e  t o t a l  programming. When combined they  a re  j u s t  abou t 3 p e r  

c e n t .  Three o u t of th e  t o t a l  fo u r programmes in  th o se  c a te g o r ie s  a re  

s i tu a te d  in  th e  l a t e r  tim e b lo c k  betw een 10.15 and 11.00 p.m .

There i s  a 30 m inute fo cu s on th e  s t a t e  government on Monday. On 

a l t e r n a t e  Tuesdays th e re  i s  a c u r r e n t  a f f a i r s  t a lk  programme. T hat 

programme has a tendency  tow ards th e  s t a t e  of p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  and 

l a s t s  f o r  45 m in u tes .

On W ednesday t h e r e  i s  an  e x te n d e d  in t e r v ie w  program m e -  a p r e s s  

c o n fe ren c e  w ith  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  whose o f f i c e s  have a b e a r in g  on s o c io 

p o l i t i c a l  l i f e .

Programming ends w ith  a 'r e l a x in g ' programme each day o f th e  week. T h is 

concep t i s  s im i la r  to  t h a t  on th e  o th e r  s t a t e  owned s t a t i o n s .  However, 

LTV has a w ider v a r ie ty  th a n  m ovies.
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On Monday, Wednesday and Thursday there are dramas, all foreign 
productions, rounding up the day's transmission. The drama on Monday is 
preceded by an American-produced enlightenment programme on African- 
Americans, courtesy of the United States Information Service. On Tuesday 
there is another foreign production, a jazz music programme.

I t  would th u s  appear th a t  LTV has d evo ted  th e  tim e b lo ck  to  th e  b e t t e r  

inform ed outw ard lo o k in g  segment o f th e  a u d ien ce . I t  i s  th u s  i n t e r e s t i n g  

to  n o te  t h a t  45 (o f th e  p o s s ib le  105) m inu tes devoted  to  th e  l i n g u i s t i c  

m in o rity  au d ien ce  (Cat 3 C la s s i f i c a t i o n  2 T able 1 ) ^ i n  a week f a l l s  

w ith in  t h i s  b lo c k . There i s  a programme f o r  Egun speak ing  aud ience on 

a l t e r n a t e  Tuesdays a t  10.15 p.m . (see  Schedule No. 7) % &

I t  can be s a id  t h a t ,  o f a l l  th e  s t a t i o n s ,  LTV has e x h ib i te d  a g r e a te r  

com m itm ent t o  t h i s  a u d ie n c e  se g m e n t. T h is  i s  b a s e d  on th e  t o t a l  

(p o s s ib le )  amount of tim e, and th e  d ep th  o f th e  s e rv ic e  to  them. R ath er 

th an  th e  f l i g h ty  even i f  c o n s is te n t  n ew scas ts , the  s t a t i o n  has th r e e  

p o s s ib le  programmes o f no l e s s  th a n  30 m inute d u ra tio n  to  se rv e  th e  

needs o f th e  Egun sp eak ing  au d ien ce . B esides th a t  which comes on 

T uesdays, th e  Egun speak ing  au d ien ce  a re  se rv ed  programmes in  t h e i r  

m other tongue on S atu rday  and Sunday.

The weekend transmission known as Lagos Weekend Television (LWT) begins 
on Friday night and ends at the end of Sunday's transmission. Already 
similarities have been observed in the use of time on these days as on 
the weekdays.

There are some distinctions marking this service. The first distinction 
is that transmission begins at an earlier time of 9.00 a.m. There is a
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m arket s i t u a t i o n  r e p o r t  ta rg e te d  tow ards women. I t  comes as  th e  f i r s t  

programme o f th e  morning b u t th a t  i s  two hours l a t e r  th a n  th a t  from 

OGTV. The programme i s  a ls o  in  Yoruba and i t  l a s t  fo r  30 m in u tes .

The programme which fo llo w s  i s  an im ported  s p o r ts  programme, th e  

G i l l e t t e  World S p o r ts  S p e c ia l.  T his le a d s  in to  th e  one hour fo re ig n  

drama s l o t .  A ccording to  th e  sch ed u le  th e  aud ience can ex p ec t e i t h e r  th e  

s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n  s e r i e s  S ta r  Trek  o r  th e  f e a tu r e  s e r i e s  Fame. T h e re a f te r  

i s  a 30 m inu te r e p o r t  on th e  p ro g re s s  w ith in  th e  s t a t e .  T h is  r e p o r t  i s  

in  E n g lish . The n e x t 1.5 hour b lo ck  i s  u sed  to  se rv e  th e  Yoruba sp eak in g  

a u d ie n c e . T here i s  f i r s t ,  one hour o f drama and a t  11.30 a.m . t h e r e a f t e r  

i s  th e  news in  Yoruba.

A C h r is t i a n  programme in  E n g lish  comes up a f t e r  th e  news and t h e r e a f t e r  

th e  S a tu rd ay  m a tin ee . The movies a re  im ported  and th e y  ta k e  up a 1.5 

hour b lo c k  o f tim e .

W ith th e  d i f f e r i n g  a p p e a ls , th e  aud ien ce  c o n s t i tu t io n  sh o u ld  be ex p ec ted  

to  change. Such changes a re  very  m a n ife s t in  th e  tim e b lo c k  between 3 .00 

and 5 .00  p.m .

At 3 .00  p.m . th e re  i s  a programme fo r  th e  Egun speak ing  au d ien ce . T his 

i s  fo llo w ed  by a c u r re n t  a f f a i r s  t a l k  programme and t h e r e a f t e r  a two 

hour s p o r ts  programme in  E n g lish .

T his p a t t e r n  makes th e  s e rv ic e  o f LTV/LWT d i s t i n c t  from th a t  o f th e  

o th e r  two s t a t e  government owned s t a t i o n s ,  which were a lm o st r e p l i c a s ,  

(see  S a tu rd a y 's  Com parative G raphs: S ta te  Government S ta t io n )
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C onclusion

There i s  a s t r i k i n g  resem blance in  th e  s e rv ic e s  from th e  v a r io u s  

s t a t i o n s .  T his i s  p o s s ib ly  due to  th e  s im i l a r i t y  in  t h e i r  g o a ls  and th e  

i n t e r p r e ta t io n s  o f t h e i r  o b l ig a t io n s .  I t  i s  a ls o  due to  th e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  

in  t h e i r  a u d ien ces .

Drama i s  p o p u la r even when i t s  sh a re  o f th e  t o t a l  o u tp u t i s  c o n s tr a in e d .

The t a l k  programmes g ea re d  to  awakening th e  au d ience  to  t h e i r  c iv ic  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a re  a ls o  a s ta n d a rd  f e a tu r e  on th e  v a r io u s  s c h e d u le s . 

A lso f a l l i n g  w ith in  t h i s  c a te g o ry  a re  th e  d a i ly  ' s e rm o n e t te s ' from th e  

s t a t i o n s ,  which come in  v a ry in g  forms on th e  d i f f e r e n t  s t a t io n s  - 

p o e try , s u b t le  e x h o r ta t io n s ,  even o u t r ig h t  condem nation o f th e  observed  

u nscrupu lous ( a n t i - s o c ia l )  t r a i t s .

One of th e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  in  th e  v a r io u s  sch ed u le s  i s  th e  prom inence of 

th e  news programmes. News i s  undoub ted ly  an im p o rtan t c a te g o ry . On th e  

whole i t  ta k e s  up a b e t t e r  p a r t  o f prim e tim e on a l l  th e  sc h e d u le s . 

Indeed , i t  i s  a p o p u la r c h o ic e  o f programme fo r  th e  l i n g u i s t i c  m in o r ity  

au d ien ce . Sad ly , though, th e r e  i s  a compromise o f th e  v e rn a c u la r  news 

compared to  th e  E n g lish  news. As ob serv ed , th e re  i s  an in e q u a l i ty  o f 

tim e s h a r in g , p lacem en t, even tre a tm e n t o f news fo r  th e  o th e r  c a te g o r ie s  

of a u d ie n c e s . There i s  y e t  an u n re so lv ed  d eb a te  on th e  a p p ro p r ia te  s t y l e  

o f th e  ( p o e t r i c a l )  Yoruba language t h a t  shou ld  be adop ted  fo r  news. The 

sh e e r  w aste  o f words and tim e , o f t h i s  flow ery  languages im ply compounds 

th e  in e q u a l i ty .

This in e q u a l i ty  may on ly  be ex cu sab le  i f  th e  Yoruba sp eak in g  au d ien ce  

a re  known to  be s a t i s f i e d  w ith  th e  E n g lish  new scasts  o r  i f  th ey  a re  n o t
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really interested in the news. The stations tend to assume both - that 
this indigenous audience have other cares and presumably access to 
English speaking children who can interpret for them. Yet, as noted 
earlier, the newscasts are not produced with a younger audience in mind. 
Rather, the news is prepared for a general (adult) audience who have at 
least partial secondary school education or complete primary school 
education.

There are some other categories of programme, like sports, which have 
also excluded this audience segment. As noted, there are few locally 
produced sports programmes. All the NTA stations only feature network 
sports. The local audience thus have to identify with these, and the 
imported sports. The option to that choice is to ignore the programmes.

On the contrary, there are some programmes which the schedule will 
suggest do not appeal to the English speaking audience - the elites. 
Notable examples of the these are the metaphysicians and farming 
programmes which are exclusively in Yoruba.

The cogency of these deductions can only be faulted if the audiences 
were competently bi-lingual. But the vernacular programmes exist because 
of the advantages of direct access to the debates. English, after all, 
is still a learnt language even for those who understand it. Though it 
is not clear that much thought has been given to how it works, group 
viewing is an assumed mode of reception, in many of the stations. Hence 
an assumption that incompetence with a language does not amount to an 
insurmountable barrier.

TV is thought to be the medium of those who have means. It is assumed
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t h a t  such p eo p le  a re  ed u ca ted . In  th e  ev en t t h a t  th o se  ' i l l i t e r a t e s '  

have a c c e ss  to  th e  s e t s ,  i t  i s  assumed th a t  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n ,  who 

presum ably  a re  s tu d e n ts  and presum ably u n d e rs ta n d  E n g lish , w i l l  a c t  as 

i n t e r p r e t e r s  f o r  them. The sch ed u le s  ap p ea r to  have th u s  marked th e  

b o u n d arie s  o f th e  d i f f e r e n t  s o c ia l  s t r a t a s .

I t  would ap p ea r th a t  th e re  i s  l i t t l e  a cc e ss  to  th e  medium o f th o se  who 

a re  co n s id e re d  as hav ing  no means. There i s  a d e a r th  o f programmes

f e a t u r i n g  th e  r e a l  l i f e ,  d a y - to - d a y  p ro b le m s  o f  p e o p le .  A u d ien ce  

p a r t i c ip a to r y  programmes a re  i n s u f f i c i e n t ;  go ing  by th e  r e p o r ts  of th e  

long  queues f o r  e x i s t in g  ones, and even th e  number o f such  on th e

sc h e d u le s . With th e  v a r io u s  c o n s id e ra tio n s  which ta k e  p r i o r i t y  in  th e  

p r o d u c t io n  o f  news and  a l o t  o f th e  o t h e r  g o v ern m e n t and  t a l k

programmes, th e  re le v a n c e  of what i s  focused  on, n e c e s s a r i ly  r e f l e c t

th e  p r i o r i t i e s .  Indeed, aud ience c o n s id e ra tio n s  come a t  th e  bottom  rung 

o f th e  la d d e r ,  a f t e r  government i n t e r e s t s  and th o se  of b ig  b u s in e s s .

The programmers a re ,  them se lv es , aware o f t h i s  and r e a d i ly  acknowledge 

i t .  I t  i s  th e  drama ca teg o ry  which they  have found i s  s t i l l  a b le  to  

r e f l e c t  th e  r e a l  problem s th a t  th e  aud ien ce  d a i ly  g ra p p le s  w ith . For 

t h i s  re a so n , th e  drama has a ls o  been id e n t i f i e d  a s  a v e h ic le  f o r  

c a r ry in g  th e  m essages from th e  government to  th e  governed . T h is i s  even 

w ith o u t th e  d i r e c t  prom pting o f governm ent.

In  a l l ,  th e  sch ed u le s  have p a id  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  n o n -p e rso n a l 

a d v e r t i s e m e n ts  w hich  a l s o  f e a t u r e  w i th in  th e  program m e f lo w . The 

s ta n d a rd  p r a c t ic e  on a l l  s t a t io n s  now, i s  to  have in ter-p rogram m e 

com m ercial b reak s  as w ell a s  th e  in tra-program m e b reak s  where p o s s ib le .  

The i n t r a  programme b reak s  come r ig h t  a f t e r  th e  opening c r e d i t s ,  halfw ay
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th rough  th e  programme; and b e fo re  th e  c lo s in g  c r e d i t s .  T h is  i s  u s u a lly  

w ith  th e  sponsored  programmes. In  many c a se s , th e  programmes a re  

sponsored  by c o rp o ra te  a d v e r t i s e r s  and th e  a d v e rtis e m e n ts  t h a t  a re  

f e a tu re d  show a ran g e  o f th e  a d v e r t i s e r 's  p ro d u c ts . There i s  a l im i t  to  

how much tim e can be devo ted  to  a d v e r ts .  U sually  t h i s  i s  abou t seven  

m inu tes w ith in  an h o u r. As a r e s u l t ,  th e re  i s  an u n d e rs ta n d in g  th a t  30 

m inu tes programme f o r  in s ta n c e  shou ld  be on ly  about 25 b u t no lo n g e r  

th a n  27 m in u tes .

Sometimes, th e  f r e e  tim e which th i s  a llow s fo r  i s  n o t s o ld .  I t  i s  th e  

i n a b i l i t y  to  s e l l  th e s e  tim es th a t  make i t  appear a s  though th e  

programme had u n d e r-ru n , hence th e  need fo r  m usical f i l l e r s .  These 

o c c u rre n c e s  a re  n o t r e f l e c t e d  in  th e  sch ed u le , y e t th e y  a r e  a f e a tu r e ,  

w ith in  th e  programming.

L ikew ise , th e re  a re  th e  l in k s  made by th e  c o n t in u ity  announcers as  th e y  

h ig h l ig h t  th e  programmes w ith in  th e  sch ed u le . Such announcem ents a re  

im p o rtan t because o f th e  absence o f a p u b lish e d  programme g u id e . The 

p r a c t ic e  i s  a ls o  im p o rtan t in  t h a t  i t  shou ld  guide th e  au d ien ce  flow .

Indeed , th e re  i s  a l o t  more th a n  sc h e d u lin g  th a t  d e te rm in e s  aud ien ce  

flow  p a t t e r n s .

The e n t i r e  d is c u s s io n  above has been done to  f a c i l i t a t e  an  u n d e rs ta n d in g  

o f th e  c h o ic e s  and view ing b ehav iou r o f th e  aud ience s u b je c t s .  I t  i s  

hoped t h a t  w ith  an aw areness o f th e  a v a i la b le  range o f programmes, th e re  

w i l l  be a b e t t e r  a p p re c ia t io n  o f th e  v ie w e rs ' ch o ic e s .

However, th e  knowledge shou ld  n o t be ex pec ted  to  f u l l y  e x p la in  aud ien ce
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b eh av io u r b e fo re  th e  s c re e n . To do th a t ,  i s  to  equate  th e  p ro cesse s  o f 

p ro d u c tio n  w ith  th o se  o f r e c e p t io n .

The fo llo w in g  s e c t io n  fo cu ses  on th e  p r a c t ic e s  of v iew ing and w i l l  

re v e a l  th e  dynamics in v o lv ed  in  th e  re c e p tio n  p ro c e s se s .
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PART I I

THE PRACTICES OF VIEWING 

(R eport o f  E thn o g rap h ic  S tudy in  12 L o ca tio n s)



LOCATION # 1 - MAMA'S SHOP IN A TRADITIONAL COURT

S u b je c t in  focus i s  aged about 65 y e a rs  o ld .  She la c k s  form al e d u c a tio n , 

b u t she i s  f a i r l y  w ell inform ed o f is s u e s  in  s o c ie ty .  She i s  th e  w ife of 

one of th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  r u le r s  in  th e  s e v e ra l  wards o f th e  town. I t  i s  by 

v i r t u e  o f t h i s  p o s i t io n  th a t  she g e ts  some o f h e r  in fo rm a tio n . In  

a d d i t io n  she i s  in t e r e s te d  in  c u r r e n t  a f f a i r s  and so she  ask s  a l o t  of 

q u e s t io n s ,  t h a t  g e t answ ered by th e  c h i ld r e n  o r  th e  more " e n lig h te n e d "  

p eo p le  around th e  p a la c e  q u a r te r s .

S u b je c t owns a shop in  which she spends p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  h e r  waking 

moments. There i s  a b la ck  and w h ite  t e l e v i s i o n  s e t  in  t h i s  shop. There 

i s  a ls o  a bed on which th e  th e  s u b je c t  can r e la x .  She in v a r ia b ly  does 

n o t spend to o  much tim e on th e  bed; she i s  q u i t e  an a c t iv e  o ld  lad y .

Because h e r  shop opens o u t to  th e  la n e , th e  s e t  u s u a lly  a t t r a c t s  a crowd 

whenever th e re  i s  any programme c o n s id e re d  to  be i n t e r e s t i n g .  Also 

because  th e  shop opens in to  busy th e  la n e , th e re  i s  a l o t  of o th e r  

a t t r a c t i o n s  ( d i s t r a c t io n s )  f o r  whoever i s  v iew ing th e r e in .  The problem  

i s  compounded by th e  custom ers who t r i c k l e  in  and o u t, and i t  i s  made 

w orse s t i l l ,  by th o se  who come to  buy and consume th e  lo c a l  g in .

Such i s  th e  company in  which our s u b je c t  had to  w atch t e l e v i s io n .  Two 

s t a t i o n s  a re  re c e iv a b le  on t h i s  s e t ,  a lth o u g h  w ith in  th e  same b u ild in g , 

th e r e  a re  o th e r  s e t s  th a t  can re c e iv e  o th e r  c h a n n e ls . The re c e iv e d  

s t a t i o n s  a re  OGTV, th e  s t a t e  owned s t a t i o n ,  and LTV an a d ja c e n t s t a t e  

s t a t i o n .  Because th e  s ig n a ls  from th e  s t a t e  s t a t io n  a re  n o t very  c le a r ,  

th e  s u b je c ts  s e t  i s  perm anen tly  on to  LTV -  th e re f o r e ,  e f f e c t i v e l y  th e re  

i s  no c h o ic e .
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PICTURE 1.

L oca tion  1.
Mama i s  o u ts id e -h e r  shop. Her back i s  to  th e  s e t  which i s  made obscure  by th e  
d o o r .



The b u lk  o f th e  o b se rv a tio n  a t  t h i s  lo c a t io n  was n o t ta p e  reco rd ed  

because  o f a la c k  o f a DC o u t l e t .  Though t h i s  co u ld  have been p ro v id ed , 

an a tte m p t to  do so would have made th e  r e s e a rc h e r  more o b tru s iv e  th a n  

she  needed to  be -  t h i s  s u b je c t  was n o t who had any p r io r  a cq u a in ta n ce  

o f  an y o n e  who c o u ld  vouch  f o r  th e  r e s e a r c h e r ,  and  was t h e r e f o r e  

i n i t i a l l y  s u sp ic io u s  o f th e  whole e x e r c is e .

O b se rv a tio n  week. -  Day 1

At abou t 6 .00  p . m. s u b je c t  was o u ts id e  h e r  shop w ith  h e r  l e t t e r  w r i te r .  

She had j u s t  had l e t t e r s  w r i t te n  to  h e r  c h i ld r e n ,  some o f whom were 

ab ro ad , and some in  Lagos. She was a rra n g in g  a g e t to g e th e r  and was 

t r y in g  to  f i x  a d a te .  A fterw ards she g o t h e r  ch ick en s in to  th e  pen, and 

ru sh ed  o f f  to  th e  m arket. She had asked  how much h e r  fe e  would be fo r  

p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  th e  e x e rc is e  as  "we a re  now aw are" . The r e s e a rc h e r  

e x p la in e d  to  h e r  in  th e  lo c a l  d i a l e c t  t h a t  t h i s  was an academ ic e x e rc is e

f o r  w hich th e re  was no b u d g e t.

W h ils t s u b je c t  was away in  th e  m arket, th e re  was a group of women

s i t t i n g  o u ts id e  th e  house w ith  t h e i r  b a b ie s  and c h i ld r e n ,  c o n v e rs in g . 

They made no a tte m p ts  to  w atch TV. A f te r  a w h ile  th e  group d is p e rs e d , as  

i t  was tim e  to  p re p a re  th e  f a m ily 's  even ing  m eal. Some o f th e  women went 

o f f  to  th e  m a rk e t,to  buy th e  n e c e ssa ry  in g re d ie n ts  f o r  t h e i r  m eals. 

B ecause o f t h e i r  way o f l i f e  and th e  manner o f t h e i r  e a rn in g s , they  te n d  

to  l i v e  a l i f e  of s u b s is te n c e ;  buying on ly  when need a r i s e s .  B esides 

v e ry  few o f th e  f a m il ie s  had r e f r i g e r a t o r s  to  s to r e  t h e i r  p e r is h a b le s  

in .  The tim e  th e n  was abou t 6.30 p.m.

T h e ir  c o n v e rs a t io n  had c e n tre d  around

( i )  th e  p ro s  and cons o f b r e a s t  m ilk  and form ula m ilk . They a ls o
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d is c u s s e d  th e  " r ig h t"  q u a n t i ty  o f such .

( i i )  th e  s u p e r s t i t i o u s  p r a c t i s e  of th e  I je b u s  - th e  in d ig e n e s  o f th e  

town - alw ays need ing  to  c o n s u lt  a medium fo r  e v e ry th in g . The 

p r a c t i s e  was la rg e ly  condemned.

( i i i )  th e  p re v io u s  d ay ’s p a r ty  and th e  f ig h t  th a t  developed  from th e re  -  

a man, h i s  wayward w ife , th e  c o n f ro n ta t io n ,  and th e  f ig h t  t h a t  

r e s u l t e d  th e re  from .

There was a s im i l a r i t y  betw een th e se  and th e  themes o f th e  programmes 

which th e y  w atched l a t e r  in  th e  week.

S u b jec t r e tu rn e d  from th e  m arket a t  about 7 .10 p.m. and su g g es ted  t h a t  

r e s e a rc h e r  sho u ld  le a v e  as she  was about to  p re p a re  h e r  even ing  m ea l. 

With some p e r s is te n c e ,  o b s e rv a tio n  co n tin u ed .

There was a Yoruba drama on which was n o t w atched by anybody -  even th e  

young women. Each one was fa c in g  h e r  ch o res  and th e re  was no "tim e" 

r e a l l y .  The cooking  was done in  th e  open, and th e  p re p a ra t io n  p ro c e s s  

took  th e  women back and f o r th ;  from t h e i r  rooms to  th e  b ack y ard , to  th e  

open space  in  th e  f ro n ta g e  o f th e  house which se rv ed  as  th e  k itc h e n . The 

women, and c h i ld r e n  had to  f e tc h  w ater from th e  n e x t compound. T h is  

w ate r was s to r e d  in  drums o r such la rg e  c o n ta in e rs  in  any co n v en ien t 

lo c a t io n  w ith in  th e  compound. T his i s  one o f th e  re a so n s  why in  th e  

p ro c e ss  o f p re p a r in g  food p re p a ra t io n ,  a woman may f in d  h e r s e l f  go ing  

back and f o r th .  There i s  a l s o  th e  f a c t  th a t  what s e rv e s  a s  th e  p a n try  o r  

s to r e  o r  even th e  k itc h e n  s in k  may be a com bination  o f lo c a t io n s ;  th e  

room; th e  backyard ; th e  c o r r id o r  a re  exam ples. The le s s  o rg a n ise d  woman 

th u s  may f in d  h e r s e l f  r e q u ir in g  s e v e ra l  t r i p s  round th e  house in  th e  

p ro c e ss  o f p re p a r in g  a m eal.
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They d id  n o t walk in  v iew ing  ran g e  of th e  fu n c tio n a l  s e t  and th e re  was 

no in c id e n ta l  v iew ing . The s u b je c t  who o p e ra te d  w ith in  th e  range  of 

in c id e n ta l  v iew ing , d id  n o t show any s ig n  o f i n t e r e s t .  She was e i t h e r  

wary of th e  r e s e a rc h e r  o r  r e a l l y  q u i te  p re -o c c u p ie d  w ith  h e r  th o u g h ts .

At Yoruba new scast tim e th e  s u b je c t  was a t t r a c t e d  by th e  s ig n a tu re  tu n e  

and she s e t t l e d  down to  w atch.

S: L et us h e a r  what i s  go ing  on, what th ey  say  i s  going  on.

She w atched q u ie t ly  and a t t e n t i v e l y .  She on ly  commented on th e  news item  

about a l e a d e r ' s movement.

5: They say  th e  k in g  i s  go ing  to  do som eth ing . They say  he i s  
go ing  somewhere. They say he s a id  som ething.

These were u n s o l ic i t e d  comments, much l i k e  a commentary on th e  news 

item . These were th e  on ly  comments she had on th e  e n t i r e  new scast.

F o llo w in g  th e  new s, a f o r e i g n  dram a came o n . S u b je c t  g la n c e d

o c c a s io n a lly  a t  th e  s e t ,  a t t r a c t e d  by th e  a c t io n  as she  d id  n o t

u n d ers tan d  th e  E n g lish  lan g u ag e . Again she  began to  p ass  comments as she

became en g ro ssed  in  th e  programme. She was " read in g "  th e  v i s u a l s .

S: Look a t  t h i s  man h o ld in g  th e  womani Ah! The woman i s  
hav ing  h e r  head knocked on th e  ground. The m an's head i s  
knocked on th e  ground to o . [PAUSE] He b i t e s  h is  f in g e r ,
"Had I  known?" g e s tu r e  [as  programme fad es  to  b la c k ]  Now 
th ey  c lo s e  t h e i r  e y es .

Her i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of th e  a c t io n  and g e s tu re s  had been based  o f h e r  own 

u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f th e  co d es. Thus th e  re a d in g  of a "Had I  known ?" 

g e s tu re  when s u b je c t  had m erely  been l i c k in g  h is  b ru is e d  f in g e r .  In  

t h i s ,  a m is in te r p r e ta t io n  t h a t  i s  based  on th e  a p p l ic a t io n  o f th e  wrong
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s e t  o f decod ing  to o ls  i s  o b serv ed . Non -  v e rb a l  codes a re  c u l tu r e  bound.

A fte r  a w h ile  s u b je c t  su g g e s ts  t h a t  r e s e a r c h e r 's  e f f o r t  fo r  th a t  day

w i l l  be a w aste o f tim e a s  th e re  u s u a l ly  i s  no v iew ing  a t  th a t  tim e .

P eople on ly  viewed s p e c i f i c  programmes.

R: So what a re  th e  programmes th a t  p eo p le  view?

S: The Wednesday drama, th en  S a tu rd ay s  , Sundays, and maybe
Mondays.

N eighbour: At a tim e we were r e a l l y  s e r io u s  abou t t e l e v i s io n  
b u t now we d o n 't  w atch i t .  When one works h a rd  a l l  day and 
g e ts  back home t i r e d ,  i s  t h a t  when one w ants to  watch 
te le v is io n ?  Then on S atu rdays you want to  l i e  in .

S: S a tu rd ay s and Sundays a re  good days though. The s ta t io n s
would have announced what th e y  have on o f f e r  d u rin g  th e
week b u t I  don ' t  even remember.

T his d ia lo g u e  i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  u n r e l i a b i l i t y  o f s e l f  a cc o u n t. The s u b je c t  

had no t accounted  fo r  in c id e n ta l  v iew ing  such as  t h a t  which had j u s t  

ta k en  p la c e  in  assum ing t h a t  th e re  w i l l  be no v iew ing . T h is  i s  a r e s u l t  

o f th e  la c k  o f s e n s i t i v i t y  to  v a r ia t io n s  in  v iew ing modes.

L ikew ise th e r e  i s  an example o f th e  need to  probe in  th e  above resp o n se  

-  That a day i s  c o n s id e re d  a good day does n o t g u a ra n te e  t h a t  th e re  w i l l  

be v iew ing .

I t  s ta n d s  to  reaso n  th a t  th e  same can be s a id  fo r  a programme and a 

con v erse  s i t u a t io n .  Hence a g a in  an i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f th e  u n r e l i a b i l i t y  of 

s e l f  r e p o r t .

With t h i s  d e c la r a t io n  of d i s i n t e r e s t ,  th e  r e s e a rc h e r  was ta k en  to  th e  

s i t t i n g  room u p s ta i r s  which has a b ig g e r  b la c k  and w h ite  s e t .  The s e t  

r e c e iv e s  more ch an n e ls  and i s  r e l a t i v e l y  c l e a r e r  a lth o u g h  th e  p ic tu r e s
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a re  a ls o  sometimes g ra in y . The arrangem ent of th e  room makes i t  more 

co m fo rta b le  and more conven ien t fo r  d e l ib e r a t e  w atch ing . But th e  room 

was empty and th e  s e t  was o f f .  There was no s ig n  o f l i f e  a t  a l l .  

However, th e r e  was p le n ty  o f a c t i v i t y  d o w n s ta irs .  The c h i ld r e n  were a l l  

o u ts id e ;  th e  m others were in  th e  " k itc h e n s " ;  th e  men were a b sen t from 

home a t  t h i s  tim e .

There w ere th e  o c c a s io n a l b u r s ts  o f s in g in g  and th e  b la r in g  of th e  

i s o la te d  c a s s e t t e  p la y e r .  There i s  no d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een t h i s  and th e  

r a d io ,  th e  r a d io / c a s s e t t e  p la y e r  i s  sim ply  reg a rd ed  as  th e  r a d io .

The house i s  an o ld  b u ild in g  and th e  windows a re  devo id  o f  th e  b u rg la r  

p ro o f b a rs  which a re  to  be found in  th e  more modern (and more p r iv i le g e d  

homes. T here i s  an open secu re  f e e l in g  in  th e  a tm osphere . B esides th e  

ex tended  ro y a l  fam ily  who l iv e d  th e r e ,  some of th e  rooms in  th e  c o u r ts  

had been l e t  ou t to  te n a n ts .

The house i s  a ls o  c lo s e ly  huddled to  th e  a d ja c e n t c o u r ty a rd s  such th a t  

c o n v e rs a tio n s  from th e re  can be e a s i l y  o v e rh ea rd . There was no dead ly  

s i le n c e  in  th e  s i t t i n g  room even though th e  s e t  was n o t on. I t ' s  

fu n c tio n  a s  a companion, su p p ly in g  background c h a t te r  was n o t m issed .

Someone, somewhere, bemoaned th e  c a t  which a te  up th e  f iv e  N aira  w orth  

o f meat t h a t  she in ten d ed  cooking w ith .

S u b je c t  c a l l e d  o u t  a g a in  to  r e s e a r c h e r  t h a t  i t  was tim e  to  g o . 

O b se rv a tio n  th u s  ended a t  about 8. 30 p.m .

Day 2
S u b je c t re p o r te d  th a t  she had found some o th e r  programme which she
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w atched th e  p re v io u s  even ing . This confirm s th e  above o b s e rv a tio n  abou t

s e l f  r e p o r ts  on v iew ing .

S: T here was an Apala perform ance, a show l ik e  t h a t  o f o ld  
tim e s , a Sakara perform ance.

Apala i s  a ty p e  o f m usic, and Sakara i s  a v a r ia t io n .  They a re  b o th  

s o c ia l ly  a c c ep ted  ty p e s  o f m usic fo r  th e  e ld e r ly .  Note t h a t  t h i s  meant 

th a t  she co u ld  indeed  have been exposed to  o th e r  programmes, b u t she 

on ly  r e p o r te d  th a t  which she  found to  be o f i n t e r e s t  to  h e r .

The s e t  had been sw itched  on and th e  s u b j e c t 's  a t t e n t i o n  was drawn to  

th e  s e t  which had a fo re ig n  programme on. The programme was A nother L ife  

which i s  a soap opera  by th e  American C h r is t ia n  B ro ad ca s tin g  Network 

(CBN).

S: These gunmen have come a g a i n . . .These programmes do n o t 
le n d  them selves to  my view ing ...W h a t i s  i t  c a l l e d  th o se  
f ilm s  th a t  peo p le  go ou t to  w atch? I  d o n 't  w atch s u c h . . . I  
l i k e  to  w atch t r a d i t i o n a l  dan ces.

Q: Which type?

S: Opope dance group i s  what I  l i k e  to  w atch.

Opope i s  a r e a l l y  in d igenous type  o f m usic which i s  ty p i c a l  to  on ly  a 

sm all segm ent o f th e  la rg e  Yoruba e th n ic  group, to  which th e  s u b je c t  

b e lo n g s. Yet t h i s  i s  what she would r a th e r  see  on t e l e v i s i o n .  T h is  

i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  problem  th a t  programmers may have to  con tend  w ith  i f  

th ey  t r i e d  to  s a t i s f y  every  whim o r d e s i r e .

S u b jec t m ostly  was s i t t i n g ,  backing  th e  s e t  and lo o k in g  o u t in to  th e  

la n e ; she  was lo o k in g  o u t f o r  her custom ers; making sm all t a l k  w ith  

p a s s e rs  - by who were in v a r ia b ly  n e ig h b o u rs , h e r  h u sb an d 's  s u b je c t s ,  and 

p o s s ib ly  r e l a t i o n s .  She knew them a l l  and in  f a c t ,  she knew much more
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abou t them th a n  she ca re d  to  l e t  on som etim es. At some o th e r  tim e, she  

ta lk e d  abou t t h e i r  problem s as  th ey  p assed , no t as  g o s s ip ,  b u t as  

sympathy fo r  t h e i r  p l i g h t .  Many tim es she was j u s t  s i t t i n g  and s t a r in g  

b u t h e r  th o u g h ts  were f a r  away though she was n o t im perv ious to  th e  

o u tp u ts  from te le v i s io n .

There was an announcement made by th e  c o n t in u i ty  announcer to  h e ra ld  th e  

n ex t programme on th e  l i n e  up which " jo l te d "  h e r ou t of h e r  th o u g h ts . 

A lthough th e  announcement was made in  E ng lish  which she  does n o t 

u n d e rs tan d , she tu rn ed  to  se e  what was on o f f e r .  T his i l l u s t r a t e s  t h a t  

she u n d e rs ta n d s  th e  r i t u a l  even though she was handicapped re g a rd in g  th e  

language of com m unication.

She looked e x p e c ta n tly  to  a s s e s s  i f  th e  programme was w orth  w atch ing . 

She d ec id ed  th a t  i t  was n o t ,  as  she h is s e d ,  tu rn ed  h e r head and "went 

back to  h e r  w orld" deep in  h e r  own th o u g h ts .

There was a b reak  in  tra n s m is s io n  . The s e t  was l e f t  on, and in  a few

moments th e  s e rv ic e  was r e s to r e d .  The s u b je c t ,  though f a m i l i a r  w ith  such

d is r u p t io n s ,  she was n o n e th e le s s  i rk e d  by i t  as she p o in te d  i t  o u t f o r

th e  re s e a rc h e r  to  n o te . An apathy  tow ards th e  s e rv ic e  i s  d e te c te d  in  h e r

r e p o r t  and t h i s  was confirm ed  by h e r  added d e c la r a t io n ,

S: That i s  what i t  d o es , dy ing  and w a k in g ... [as  programme 
resumed] you can c h a t t e r  and c h a t t e r  as you p le a s e  th en  
you w i l l  have to  le a v e  sometime and ray own ty p e  o f 
programme w il l  come.

There was a l o t  o f n o ise  coming ou t o f th e  programme a t  some p o in t  which 

prom pted, th e  s u b je c t  to  make a p la y  on th e  paramount k in g 's  name. T h is  

p la y  on words i s  only  a rhyme a lth o u g h  i t  could  be in d ic a t iv e  o f 

s u b j e c t 's  fram e o f r e fe re n c e .
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S: I  wee a la riw o  -  Sonariwo

[meaning T his one i s  a n o isy  - Sonariwo i s  th e  k in g 's  name 
which means One who has n o ise  - t h a t  i s  One who i s  acclaim ed]

The f a c t  t h a t  she was sh u t o u t of th e  programme, compounded th e  problem  

of n o is e  and acco rd in g  to  h e r  she would have sw itched  o f f  had th e  

r e s e a rc h e r  n o t been aro u n d .

Indeed  th e  in to le r a n c e  o f n o is e  was n o t to  have been an is s u e  had i t  

been t h a t  she understood  what was go ing  on. The le v e l  of s a id  n o ise  was 

n o t to  be compared w ith  t h a t  which i s  ty p ic a l  of th e  lo c a t io n .  The n o is e  

th e re fo re  i s  more of th e  com m unication model ty p e  of n o ise  -  a message 

t h a t  c a n n o t  be d e c o d e d . The an n o y an c e  l i k e w is e ,  was m ore o f t h e  

f r u s t r a t i o n  due to  th e  in s is te n c e  of a j o l l y  group, on b e in g  o v erh ea rd , 

even though t h e i r  c h a t te r  i s  in co m p reh en sib le .

The e f f e c t  o f t h i s  would have been th a t  th e  s u b je c t  would have been le d

o u t o f th e  programme flow i f  she ind eed  a c te d  a s  she f e l t  l i k e .

S: I f  you had no t been h e re , a f t e r  a w h ile  o f t o l e r a t i n g  
t h e i r  n o is e .  I 'd  sw itch  th e  s e t  o f f ,  o u t o f an g er.

Q: I s  i t  t h e i r  la u g h te r  o r t h e i r  speech  th a t  i s  annoying you?

S: I t ' s  th e  speech; when I d o n 't  u n d e rs tan d  what th ey  a re  
s a y in g .

The programme in  q u e s tio n  soon ended b u t in  th e  meantime s u b je c t  had 

gone o u t to  p re p a re  th e  pen fo r  h e r  c h ic k e n s , to  come and r o o s t  in .  The 

re sp o n se  to  th e  programme had a f f e c te d  th e  d e c is io n  on th e  u se  o f tim e . 

T his was even more ap p aren t when th e  in te r lu d e  of music fo llo w in g  th e  

programme a t t r a c t e d  s u b je c t 's  f u l l  a t t e n t i o n  d e s p i te  th e  f a c t  th a t  she 

had custom ers to  a t te n d  to .
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B esides th e  f a c t  th a t  t h i s  was a programme ty p e  th a t  she l ik e d ,  as she 

d e c l a r e d ,  t h e  c u s to m e r 's  m is s io n  was one w hich  sh e  p r e f e r r e d  to  

a v o id /ig n o re . The sa id  custom er was one who was much younger th an  th e  

s u b je c t  b u t who had b rough t a com plain t co n ce rn in g  th e  ic e d  w ater th a t  

h e r  c h i ld  had bought. The woman was v ery  ru d e  to  th e  s u b je c t  in  th e  

p ro c e ss  o f  lo d g in g  h e r co m p la in t.

S u b je c t d ism isse d  th e  is s u e  q u ic k ly  a s  a ca se  n o t w orthy o f h e r  

a t t e n t i o n  and proceeded to  dance to  th e  ju ju  m usic t h a t  was coming from 

th e  s c re e n . She a ls o  echoed th e  m usic as  she danced.

S: T h is  i s  th e  c u r re n t  f a d . . . " F rie n d s , fe llo w s , p u t o f f  your
w o rr ie s  and l e t  us d a n c e . . ."

The m usic i s  more in s tru m e n ta l th a n  th e  b a rd ic  type  o f m usic fo r  which

sh e  h ad  e a r l i e r  e x p r e s s e d  p r e f e r e n c e .  I t  i s  m ore m odern w ith

s y n th e s is e r s ,  g u i t a r s ,  p e rc u s s io n  drums. The dance d is p la y  [ a t  t h i s  

p o in t]  i s  more g e n t le  th a n  th e  o th e r  p re v a le n t  fa d s ,  and th e  s u b je c t

commented on t h i s .  She was n o t j u s t  l i s t e n in g  to  th e  m usic , she was

w atch ing  a s  w e ll .

S: T h is  group p la y  m usic t h a t  i s  more p le a s a n t  to  th e  e a rs  
th a n  th e  groups s p r in g in g  up now.

Q: What abou t th e  new groups?

S: Those ones a re  n o t good. T h e ir s t o r i e s  a re  no b e t t e r  to
th e  e a r s  than  th o se  who ju s t  f in i s h e d  p la y in g  in  th a t
cinem a [ r e f e r r in g  to  th e  fo re  -  go ing  programme as  f ilm , 
th u s  th e  word c in em a].

Note t h a t  th e  fo re ig n  programme i s  eq uated  w ith  cinema which i s  a 

co n cep t t h a t  s u b je c t  because  o f h e r  age i s  more f a m i l ia r  w ith . The more 

in t e r e s t i n g  e q u a tio n , i s  t h a t  o f th e  modern though lo c a l  m usic w ith  

o th e r  f o r e ig n  programmes.
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T his s u b je c t  te n d s  to  see  TV ta l e n t s  a s  p erfo rm ers  who a re  on ly  p la y in g  

a p a r t .  T h is  c o u ld  be an  o f f  s h o o t  o f  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  v iew  o f  

e n t e r t a i n e r s  a s  p e rfo rm e rs .

A lready th e  s u b je c t  has employed TV as  an e n t e r ta in e r ;  an in fo rm an t; a 

n u isa n c e ; and a ls o  as  a non -  e x i s t e n t  c o n tra p tio n .

D esp ite  th e  f a c t  t h a t  she had been en jo y in g  th e  m usic, i t  i s  rem arkab le  

t h a t  when th e  ex p e rien ce  was s tu n te d  by th e  advent o f th e  com m ercials, 

th e re  was no v i s i b l e  re sp o n se . There was no d isap p o in tm en t o r  acrim ony. 

The f i r s t  few a d v e r ts  t h a t  came were in  E n g lish  language and l a t e r  th e  

Yoruba ones b u t a l l  th e  re sp o n se  t h a t  came from th e  s u b je c t ,  was th e  

echo ing  of th e  name o f one o f th e  p ro d u c ts  -  C afeno l; a p a in  r e l i e f  

which had been on th e  m arket fo r  a long  tim e .

The echo ing  o f th a t  name su g g es ted  th a t  i t  s t ru c k  a re so n a n t chord in  

h e r  mind b u t one cannot be s u re  why. What i s  c e r t a in  though i s  t h a t  she  

was f a s c in a te d  by th e  name.

There was a n o th e r  pause which was n o t a b reak  in  tra n s m is s io n . The 

announcer came on and in tro d u c e d  in  E n g lish  th e  s t a t e  news. D esp ite  th e  

f a c t  t h a t  she  does n o t u n d e rs tan d  E n g lish , she was a b le  to  a n t i c ip a te  

c o r r e c t ly  t h a t  i t  was tim e fo r  th e  news. Again t h i s  i l l u s t r a t e s  how t h a t  

an u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f th e  r o u t in e  can make te le v i s io n  p r e d ic ta b le .  T his i s  

why i t  was p o s s ib le  fo r  t e l e v i s io n  to  be used  as  a tim e k eep e r.

Going by h e r  f i r s t  comment, i t  ap p ea rs  th a t  th e  n e w s c a s te r 's  d re s s in g  

was th e  f i r s t  a t t r a c t i o n .
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si : These headgear e x p e r ts  a re  h e re  a g a in .

The Yoruba t r a n s l a t i o n  fo llo w ed  th e  E n g lish  new scast and she l i s t e n e d  

a t t e n t i v e l y .  For item s t h a t  in t e r e s te d  h e r ,  o r th o se  th a t  she  had a say  

on, th e r e  was th e  tendency  f o r  h e r  to  l i s t e n  on ly  to  th e  le a d  se n te n c e ,

b e fo re  " ru n n in g  o f f"  w ith  h e r  own commentary. What t h i s  meant was t h a t

she m issed a good p a r t  o f th e  news s to r y  i t s e l f .  With th e  s t o r i e s  th a t  

she had l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  in ,  o r  knowledge ab o u t, she e i t h e r  re c e iv e d  w ith  

non -  com m itta l acknowledgem ent, o r  she was n o t b o th e re d  a t  a l l .  As a 

r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  m ental o r o c c a s io n a lly  p h y s ic a l d r i f t ,  from th e  s e t ,  she  

m issed  some o f th e  d e t a i l s  o f an item  which she would have loved to  

w atch.

For exam ple, because  o f h e r  e x p e rie n c e  w ith  th e  bank which had re fu se d  

h e r  a lo a n ,  sh e  fo u n d  th e  news i te m  c o n c e rn in g  b a n k in g ,  to  be 

in t e r e s t i n g .  A lso because she had a d i r e c t  and u n p le a sa n t ex p e rien ce  on 

th e  s u b je c t  m a tte r ,  she  was very  vehement and a n ta g o n is t ic  in  h e r  

com mentary.

S: The w retched  ro g u es , th e y  w i l l  on ly  g iv e  lo a n s  to  r ic h  
men; add ing  to  t h e i r  w e a lth . They w i l l  never g iv e  h e lp  to  
th e  down tro d d en  m asses. Of co u rse  i t  s e rv e s  them r ig h t  
now! The r ic h  ones w i l l  n o t pay back th e  money and who 
w i l l  query  them? Whereas i f  th e y  had he lp ed  th e  g en u in e ly
p oo r, who do n o t have g o d fa th e rs ,  and would have h u r r ie d ly
p a id  back , th e  money would have been recouped .

In  sa y in g  t h i s  she had n o t l i s t e n e d  to  th e  r e s t  o f th e  s to r y  b u t to  th e  

le a d . Some o th e r  news item s however evoked a nod o f acknowledgem ent, a 

s n ig g e r  and a f t e r  a w h ile  o f such p a s s iv e  re sp o n se s , she l e f t  th e  s e t .  

She was a t t r a c t e d  back to  th e  s e t  on s ig h t in g  a p ic tu r e  in  an o b itu a ry  

news item . By t h i s  tim e she had m issed  th e  d e t a i l s  of th e  s to ry  and 

a lth o u g h  she was c u r io u s  i t  was n o t a g r e a t  m iss (p o s s ib ly  because she

204



did not recognise the person).

The p re v io u s  in te r lu d e  o f m usic was resum ed and s u b je c t  l ik e w is e  resumed 

h e r  e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  w hich  sh e  no d o u b t h ad  e n jo y e d .  The m usic  i s  

p r a y e r f u l  and w ith  th e  e x h o r ta t io n  f o r  r e l i a n c e  on God th e  avenger and 

d e fe n d e r . S u b jec t danced and sang a lo n g . The tu n es  and ly r i c s  a re  

c a tc h y .

The in te r lu d e  o f m usic was ag a in  in t e r r u p te d  to  p r e s e n t  th e  n e x t 

programme which i s  an A u s tra l ia n  ad v en tu re  s e r i e s  -  The E lephan t Boy. 

A lthough h e r  enjoym ent was in te r r u p te d ,  th e re  was no a n im o s ity ; no show 

o f d i s a f f e c t io n .

The new programme was n o t one w ith  which s u b je c t  was f a m i l i a r  e s p e c ia l ly  

w ith  i t  b e in g  in  E n g lish . She was however a t t r a c t e d  to  w atch ing  by th e  

f a s c in a t io n  to  th e  an im als in  th e  v i s u a l s .  The p o in t o f a t t r a c t i o n  was 

r e a l l y  th e  p o in t  where a le o p a rd  was abou t to  be s h o t. She fo llow ed  th e  

su sp en se  o f th e  anim al b e in g  s ta lk e d .  S ubsequen tly , she t r i e d  to  

id e n t i f y  th e  names o f th e  o th e r  an im als  t h a t  she cou ld  re c o g n is e .

Note t h a t  th e  s u b je c t  ag a in  assumed t h a t  t h i s  group o f  p e rfo rm ers  a re  

th e  same as  th e  ones th a t  she  had en co u n te red  e a r l i e r  in  an American 

comedy s e r i e s .  Her hand icap  w ith  th e  language compounds h e r  a b i l i t y  to  

d is c r im in a te  in  h e r  assessm en t.

I t  i s  a l s o  i n t e r e s t i n g  th a t  t h i s  s u b je c t  hav ing  acknow ledged th e  f a c t  

t h a t  she  may be e d u c a tio n a lly ,  d isa d v a n ta g e d , seeks to  be le d  in  th e  

v iew ing  ex p e rie n c e  by th e  comments she  makes which o f te n  a re  prom pts 

t h a t  co u ld  le a d  to  a d is c u s s io n  o f th e  programme c o n te n t .
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S: . . .  I  wonder what i t ' s  name i s  now. I t ' s  n o t a cam el nor
i s  i t  a donkey. What i s  i t  c a l l e d  now.

. . . I t ' s  th e  same group of p e rfo rm ers  a g a i n . . .

. . .T h i s  i s  a dog th e  ty p e  th e  w e s te rn ise d  fo lk s  guard  
t h e i r  houses w ith . [The an im al in  q u e s tio n  in  t h i s  
in s ta n c e  was a le o p a r d ! 1

The s u b je c t  soon g o t bo red  w ith  th e  v iew ing  ex p e rie n c e  and she  op ted  to  

s i t  o u ts id e  th e  shop w ith  h e r  back to  th e  s e t .  I t  was obv ious she wanted 

a d i f f e r e n t  k in d  o f com panionship th a n  th e  v iew ing e x p e rie n c e  cou ld  

o f f e r  h e r .  She mused over th e  w hereabouts of th e  o th e r  women in  th e  

househo ld . These ones had ag a in  e i t h e r  gone to  th e  m arke t, o r  to  t h e i r  

shops. The frequency  of th e  t r i p s  to  th e  m arket was s t r i k i n g .

Though s u b je c t  had ig n o red  th e  s e t ,  i t  was l e f t  on and some c h i ld re n  

p a s s in g  by w ere a t t r a c t e d  to  i t .  The f i r s t  had been a t t r a c t e d  by a 

sudden n o ise  from th e  s c re e n  and c a s t in g  a g la n c e , r e a c t in g  to  r e f le x ,  

he found h im se lf  f a s c in a te d  to  th e  programme. I t  ap p ea rs  th a t  h is  

p re se n c e , s ta n d in g  and w atch ing  from o u ts id e  th e  shop was what a t t r a c t e d  

th e  o th e r s .

The group o f c h i ld re n  d is p e rs e d  as  uncerem oniously  as  i t  was formed 

e s p e c ia l ly  w ith  th e  poor and n o isy  s ig n a l s .

Somewhere nearby  a c h i ld  was b e in g  flo g g ed  and th e  n o is e  drowned th e  

sound o f th e  te l e v i s io n .  T h is was on ly  momentary b u t n o t long  a f t e r  

s u b je c t  go t up and sw itched  o f f  th e  s e t .  She d id  n o t t r y  to  check o th e r  

o p tio n s ,  to  see  i f  a t  l e a s t  th e  s ig n a ls  would be c l e a r  th u s  co n firm in g  

th a t  th e re  i s  no o p tio n . She a ls o  confirm ed  th a t  she was n o t keen on TV 

a t  t h a t  tim e; what she w anted was some q u ie t ,  and TV was, th e re f o r e  by
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inference a nuisance.

She tu rn e d  h e r  a t t e n t io n  to  th e  e r r in g  c h i ld  and jo in e d  in  sc o ld in g  him, 

and th e r e a f t e r  she m arv e lle d  a t  th e  changing  v i r tu e s  in  th e  w orld .

In  a few moments th e  s e t  was sw itch ed  on a g a in  in  th e  absence  o f any 

o th e r  p as tim e . The programme th a t  was on was a d is c u s s io n  programme on 

" S a n ita t io n  in  th e  m arket p la c e " .  From th e  c o n ta c t w ith  th e  s u b je c t ,  i t  

can be s a f e ly  assumed a s  a programme th a t  would i n t e r e s t  and engage h e r ,  

e s p e c ia l ly  a t  th a t  tim e . But th e  programme was in  E n g lish  and so she 

cou ld  n o t be a p a r t  o f i t .  S u b je c t made no p re te n c e  abou t w atching  o r 

p a t i e n t l y  enduring  th e  co u rse  o f th e  programme. Her o u tb u r s t  was ag a in  

evoked by th e  l i v e l i n e s s  o f th e  d is c u s s a n ts ;  t h e i r  g e s t i c u la t io n s .

As though c o n so lin g  h e r s e l f ,  h e r  o u tb u r s t  was fo llow ed  by a r e p e t i t i o n  

o f th e  f a c t  th a t  th e re  w i l l  be "good" programmes a t  th e  weekends. Here 

ag a in  by in fe re n c e  th e  programme was n o t "good". The programme fo r  h e r ,  

d id  n o t se rv e  any p u rpose , a s  she cou ld  n o t be a p a r t  o f i t .  T h ere fo re  

i t  cou ld  n o t have been good.

For some rea so n  th e  s e t  was l e f t  on t i l l  th e  programme ended, and th e  

news came on. By t h i s  tim e , th e r e  was a custom er s i t t i n g  in  th e  shop. He 

was an e ld e r ly  man in  h i s  5 0 ' s ;  he was semi -  educa ted ; and he had come 

fo r  some sh o ts  of th e  lo c a l  g in .  He p ro v id ed  a ready  a s s i s ta n c e  to  th e  

s u b je c t  who had no qualms in  a d m itt in g  t h a t  she does n o t u n d e rs ta n d  th e  

news and concluded  th a t  " i t  was n o t fo r  th e  l ik e s  of h e r s e l f " .

Her lam ent i s  su g g e s tiv e  of an u n s a t i s f i e d  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  news. In  f a c t  

h e r  co n c lu s io n  th a t  th e  news was n o t meant f o r  h e r  ty p e , goes beyond a
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c r i t i c i s m  o f form at o r language, which a r e  th e  more a p p a re n t a s p e c ts .

This is illustrated in her response and attitude to the subjects of the
news item s th em se lv es , when she cou ld  g ra sp  th e  c o n te n t o f news, e i th e r

through the news translations, or when she had the services of an
interpreter. In this instance, this was her gin drinking customer.

S: I  d o n 't  u n d ers tan d  th e  news; i t ' s  n o t meant fo r  u s .  R a ji 
R asaki i s  th e  one th e y  keep on m en tion ing .

C: They say  he i s  go ing  to  resume d u ty .

S; What duty?
C: He i s  g o in g  to  resu m e some s u sp e n d e d  n e ig h b o u rh o o d  

m e e tin g s .

S: [Hisses] The rich man is not God; he is just privileged.

The l a s t  s ta te m e n t i s  a common p ro v erb  employed by th e  d is g ru n t le d  in  

s i tu a t io n s  t h a t  a re  " h e lp le s s "  and u n av o id ab le .

The rem ainder o f th e  news was n o t w atched as th e  custom er who had been 

d r in k in g  took  over th e  d is c u s s io n .  What i s  o u ts ta n d in g  in  h i s  ram blings 

i s  th e  co n fid e n ce  w ith  which he makes h i s  u t te r a n c e s ,  (even when th e y  

a re  n o t c o r r e c t ) .

In  t h i s  in s ta n c e  h i s  focus was an a ssessm en t o f TV s e rv ic e  hav ing  been 

to ld  o f r e s e a r c h e r 's  m iss io n .

O bserv a tio n  ended a t  abou t 9 .00  p.m. a t  s u b j e c t 's  as  she was

concerned  fo r  r e s e a r c h e r 's  s a f e ty .

Day 3

There was no o b s e rv a tio n  on t h i s  day.
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Day 4

O b se rv a tio n  s t a r t e d  a t  about 6.30 p.m. S u b jec t r e p o r te d  th a t  she had 

seen  h e r  husband and th e  o th e r  k ing  -  Sonariwo ta lk in g  [making a speech] 

and when th ey  had f in is h e d  th e y  were app lauded . This had been on th e  

news th e  p re v io u s  day. What was re p o r te d  was n o t th e  p o in t  made in  th e  

speech  b u t th e  f a c t  th a t  th ey  were th e re  a t  a l l .

One o f th e  te n a n ts  came to  inform  th e  s u b je c t  o f th e  d e c is io n  to  

in tro d u c e  new c o in s  in to  th e  cu rren cy . T his i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  a l t e r n a t iv e  

so u rces  o f in fo rm a tio n  a t  s u b j e c t 's  d is p o s a l .

When th e  Yoruba t r a n s l a t i o n  o f th e  news came on, s u b je c t  p a id  very  c lo s e  

a t t e n t i o n  a t  th e  o n s e t.  There was a d e te rm in a tio n  to  v iew . T his i n t e r e s t  

waned a s  th e  r e p o r ts  came on, and she s t a r t e d  ru n n in g  h e r  commentary. 

She r e a c te d  to  th e  v is u a ls  which she found s t r i k i n g  (a man in  very  d ark  

g la s s e s ) ;  and a t  t h a t  tim e , she was n o t even l i s t e n i n g  to  th e  

u t te r a n c e s  t h a t  th e  man was making.

Her a t t e n t i o n  was a t t r a c t e d  a g a in  by th e  le a d  sen ten c e  o f a n o th e r  s to r y .  

T h is was an item  w arning p a re n ts  about th e  im m orality  o f you ths as found 

in  s c h o o ls . T his was no t on ly  i n t e r e s t in g ,  th e  s u b je c t  was concerned . 

Her c o n c e n tra t io n  on th e  item  was however to  be compromised because  o f 

th e  s a le  she had to  make.

L a te r ,  an o b itu a ry  was announced and a p ic tu r e  o f th e  d eceased  was u sed . 

Her c o n c e n tra t io n  was on ly  h e ig h ten ed  a t  th e  m ention o f th e  venue o f th e  

fu n e ra l  which in v a r ia b ly  was in d ic a t iv e  of where th e  d eceased  was from . 

She echoed th e  name o f th e  town. The town in  q u e s tio n  was n o t too  f a r  

away and b e longs to  th e  same e th n ic  g roup ing  a s  t h a t  o f th e  s u b je c t .  The
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echoing  o f th e  name th u s  su g g e s ts  a reso n an ce  based  on a f f i n i t y  as  w e ll 

as  r e c o g n i t io n .  She echoed th e  name a s  though wondering who co u ld  have 

been a f f e c te d .

She m e n ta lly  sw itched  o f f  ag a in  from th e  news. E a r l ie r ,  she had m issed 

o th e r  s t o r i e s  because of th e  s a le  she had to  make, and a ls o  because  o f 

h e r  f a s c in a t io n  w ith  th e  new co in s  which someone had b rough t in  to  show 

h e r .

The s e t  was l e f t  on a lth o u g h  i t  was n o t a t te n d e d . I t  tu rn e d  o u t th a t  th e  

s e t  was n o t  b e in g  c o m p le te ly  ig n o r e d  a s  s u b j e c t ,  on h e a r i n g  th e  

c o n t in u i ty  announcer speak  in  Yoruba, perched  >, a l e r t  to  h e a r  which 

programme was in tro d u c e d . She rounded up h e r  c o n v e rsa t io n , w h ile  th e  

s ig n a tu re  tu n e  fo r  th e  in tro d u c e d  programme was be ing  p la y e d . She made a 

c o n s c io u s  d e c i s i o n  to  w a tc h . I t  was a h e a l t h  p rogram m e, and  th e  

d is c u s s io n  was on th e  " g o i t r e " .

S u b je c t s e t  abou t w atching  th e  programme w ith  very  keen i n t e r e s t  b u t

en ded  up  lo o s in g  i n t e r e s t .  T h is  e x p e r ie n c e  i s  an  i n t e r e s t i n g

illustration of a negotiation process.

S: They say  they  a re  going to  d is c u s s  g o i t r e .  God may I  n ev er 
e x p e rie n c e  th e  e v i l  o f g o i t r e .

[She w atches c lo s e ly ,  s tu d y in g  th e  v is u a l  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  used  
in  expounding th e  p o in t s .]

S: I s  t h i s  g o i t r e  lo o k in g  so w id e ? ...T h e y  say i t  ap p ea rs  to  
be on th e  l e f t  s id e .  Hun! R id ic u lo u s  l o t . . .

[She sw itch es  o f f  h e r  gaze from th e  i l l u s t r a t i o n  q u i te  
un im pressed . ]

S: B efo re  g o i t r e  th a t  s iz e  ap p ea rs  on a m an's neck, he would 
have been dead no d o u b t.

The i l l u s t r a t i o n  had been m isunderstood  - th e  d e ta i l e d  diagram  o f th e
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neck c a v i ty  had been confused  w ith  th e  g o i t r e .  S u b jec t c a l le d  ou t to  h e r  

mate who was c lo s e  by, who had n e i th e r  been w atching , nor been w ith in  

range of v iew ing to  d is c u s s  th e  r id ic u lo u s  c la im s th a t  she had h eard  on 

th e  programme. Meanwhile th e  c la im s had on ly  been r id ic u lo u s  because th e  

p ic tu r e  was m isunderstood  and c o n tra ry  to  t h e i r  e x p e rien ce  of th e  

phenomenon. The mate was n o t very  in t e r e s t e d  and th ey  bo th  concluded 

th a t  th e  programme was f u l l  o f a bunch o f l i a r s .  (There had only  been 

th e  in te rv ie w e r ,  and th e  g u e s t d o c to r  on th e  programm e).

A fte r  th e  mate had l e f t ,  s u b je c t  s t i l l  c a s t  o c c a s io n a l g la n ces  a t  th e  

s e t ,  as  she had n o t p h y s ic a l ly  sw itched  i t  o f f ,  in s p i t e  o f  r e j e c t i n g  th e  

c o n te n t o f th e  on going  programme. She was th u s  a b le  to  ta k e  in  some 

more of th e  programme.

S: He say s  th e re  i s  some su b stan ce  coming ou t of th e  b ra in  
th a t  has i t ' s  l im i t s  o f be ing  e f f e c t iv e  on th e  b r a in .

There was a loud  n o ise  from a nearby  mosque -  c a l l  to  p ra y e r  - which 

ren d ered  e v e ry th in g  e l s e  in a u d ib le .  A fte r  t h i s ,  s u b je c t  co n tin u ed  h e r  

commentary on th e  programme.

S: No work i s  fo rg o n e . Sometimes when a person  i s  asked to
engage in  some job  and he does n o t want to ,  when he 
goes hungry, he w i l l  comply.

Now they  say  th ey  want to  in v e s t ig a te  th e  cau ses  of 
g o i t r e .  There i s  no one who c a n 't  be a f f l i c t e d  by 
g o i t r e ;  w hether o ld  o r  young. He s a id  t h a t  g o i t r e  i s  
more common p la c e  amongst women th a n  men.

Mate: Come to  th in k  o f i t ,  i t  i s  n o t a s  common amongst men as 
amongst women

S: I t  i s  more common among women [ag ree in g ]

TV: Io d in e  d e f ic ie n c y  i s  caused  by im proper d i e t . . .  Io d in e
can  be sou rced  from seafood  l i k e  f i s h . . .

S: [echo ing  programme th e n  re a c t in g ]  "When one e a t s  too
much of c e r t a in  ty p e s  of food p a r t i c u la r ly  c a ssa v a " , 
p ray  t e l l  me what we would e a t  then? [ca ssav a  i s  n o t 
on ly  th e  s t a p l e  i t  i s  th e  most a f f o r d a b le ] .  . . I t ' s
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th o se  who l i v e  by th e  sea  who g e t to  e a t  p le n ty  of 
f i s h .

A nother p a s se r -b y  who i s  w ith in  v iew ing  range  jo in s  h e r  in  wondering 

what th ey  a re  to  e a t ,  lau g h in g  s c o rn fu l ly  a t  th e  re a so n in g  of th e  

programme. T h is  fe llo w  had n o t been w atch ing  th e  programme b u t had 

o v erh ea rd  th e  message as  w e ll as  th e  s u b j e c t 's  m usings. The sco rn  a ro se  

from th e  p e rc e iv e d  condem nation o f th a t  s ta p l e  which i s  a l l  th ey  "can 

a f fo rd " ,  and a recom mendation o f a d i e t  t h a t  they  f e e l  i s  beyond t h e i r  

re a c h .

S u b jec t i s  n o n e th e le s s  s t i l l  fo llo w in g  th e  programme.

S: [echo ing  TV programme] There i s  a drug fo r  c o n t ro l l in g  
su g ared  u r in e  c o n d itio n  [d ia b e te s ]  and they  say  i t  i s  
c a r e le s s  e a t in g  h a b i ts  t h a t  cause  th e  c o n d itio n .

TV In te rv ie w e r : How does t h a t  a f f e c t  g o i t r e ?

TV D octor: That i s  d i f f e r e n t  b u t th e r e  i s  an a ilm e n t t h a t  can 
a ls o  e v e n tu a lly  le a d  to  g o i t r e .

S: Body a ilm en t?  I t  th e re fo re  must have a f f e c te d  everyone who 
i s  p lagued  by g o i t r e .  I t  co u ld  be h e re d i ta ry  o r  caused  by 
c a r e le s s  e a t in g  h a b i t s . . .These d e c e i t f u l  peop le! They can 
t e l l  such  l i e s .

Even w ith  t h a t  o u t b u r s t  sh e  c o n t in u e d  v ie w in g ; l i s t e n i n g  to  th e

programme and nodding in  acknowledgement o f what was s a id ,  b u t n o t

w atching  ex ce p t fo r  th e  o c c a s io n a l g la n c e  a t  th e  s e t .  She a ls o  co n tin u ed

th e  o c c a s io n a l echoing  o f what was s a id .

S: The im p lic a tio n s  fo r  women -  d e f ic ie n c y  o f su b s tan ce  makes 
women f a t ,  have i r r e g u l a r  menses and d i f f i c u l t y  in  c h i ld  
b e a r in g . Do you h e a r  th a t?

O v er-p ro d u c tio n  cau ses  jum piness w eigh t lo s s ,  u n s te a d in e s s ,  
f e a r  [ a n x ie ty ] ,  a r a v is h in g  a p p e t i t e  w ithou t c o r r e l a t i v e  
w eigh t g a in . Look a t  th o se  p ic tu r e s ,  see  how th a t  one la c k s  
f l e s h ;  th e  b e s t  of h e r  n u t r i t i o n  has been siphoned  by g o i t r e !  
LAUGHTER

These peo p le  they  make su re  th ey  have a l l  th e  f a c t s  b e fo re
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th e y  t a l k .  . . Indeed a f t e r  a w h ile  o f in c u b a tin g  a d is e a s e
does come o u t.

I t  now appeared  th a t  she was convinced  by th e  c o n c lu s io n . There was a 

b reak  in  tra n sm is s io n  a t  t h i s  p o in t  and th e  s u b je c t  exclaim ed; a 

c o n f irm a tio n  o f h er knowledge o f th e  s t a t i o n 's  p a t te r n .  T hat s ig n a l le d  

th e  end o f th e  view ing s e s s io n  as  t h a t  programme though i t  appeared  to  

have a lm ost ended, was n o t resum ed. In s te a d , th e  n ex t programme on th e  

l i n e  up, was a i r e d  when tra n s m is s io n  resum ed. The programme was n o t 

t h a t  which had been sch ed u led  as th e  a n n o u n c e r 's  apology re v e a le d . 

Fam ily Man re p la c e d  Family M a tte rs . The apology was l o s t  on th e  s u b je c t ,  

a s  she co u ld  n o t d is t in g u is h  between th e s e  programmes anyway. She on ly  

n o te d  th a t  th e  E ng lish  sp eak in g  p e rfo rm e rs  had r e tu rn e d .  T his was 

because  th e  programme had been in tro d u c e d  in  E n g lish .

T his i s  a n o th e r i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f how f a m i l i a r i t y  w ith  th e  codes of TV, 

e n a b le s  s u b je c t  to  guess, and t h i s  tim e c o r r e c t ly ,  what th e  programme 

was ab o u t.

S: I t  i s  th e  E ng lish  speak in g  p e rfo rm e rs  a g a in . These ones 
a re  com edians.

Q: How do you know?

S: The s o ld ie r s  (war men) w i l l  c a r ry  guns. Do you know th a t
th e  war th a t  was j u s t  concluded , i t  was th e  w h ite  men th a t
fo u g h t in  i t ? . . .

B esides th e  rea so n in g  th a t  u n d e r l ie  th e  s u b j e c t 's  a b i l i t y  to  c l a s s i f y  

p rog ram m es, so m e th in g  e l s e  t h a t  i s  w o rth y  o f  n o te  i n  th e  above  

t r a n s c r i p t  i s  th e  way one th in g  le a d s  to  a n o th e r . The manner in  which 

c u e s  becom e b a i t s  l e a d in g  to  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n .  T h is  k in d  o f  

d is c u s s io n s  may tak e  a s u b je c t  f u r th e r  away from th e  programme which

s u p p lie d  th e  cue as was th e  c a se  in  t h i s  in s ta n c e .
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The m ention o f war seemed fo r  some re a so n  to  rem ind s u b je c t  o f th e  news

as  h e r  n e x t u t te r a n c e  showed.

S: Oh, I  s l e p t  e a r ly  y e s te rd a y . The s e t  had n o t f in is h e d
b r in g in g  th e  news when I  had gone to  s le e p ;  when I  had 
s t a r t e d  dozing .

The war in  q u e s tio n  was th e  Gulf war w hich had r e c e n t ly  been p rom inen t 

on th e  news, hence th e  c o r r e la t io n .  With t h i s ,  th e  c o n v e rs a tio n  went 

f u r th e r  away from th e  programme on th e  sc re e n  a s  d id  th e  a t t e n t i o n .

I t  can be seen  from th e  above, th a t  t e l e v i s i o n ,  i s  a ls o  employed as a 

r e fe re n c e  p o in t ;  a tim e keeper of s o r t s .  T his i s  in d i c a t iv e  of an 

u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f i t s  w orkings; i t s  sch e d u le ; i t s  p a t te r n .

The n e x t programme on th e  l i n e  up was th e  news and i t  may n o t be f a r  

fe tc h e d  to  assume th a t  th e  s u b je c t  was a n t ic ip a t in g  th e  news.

Of th e  v a r io u s  a d v e rtise m e n ts  and announcem ents th a t  p reced ed  th e  news, 

i t  was an a d v e rtise m e n t prom oting th e  Lagos s t a t e  t r a d e  f a i r  which had 

as  p a r t  of i t s  h ig h l ig h t  t r a d i t i o n a l  dances th a t  caugh t th e  s u b j e c t 's  

a t t e n t io n .

S: Look, look , th ey  say th ey  a re  going to  have sch o o l 
c h i ld r e n  do t r a d i t i o n a l  d ances.

I t  i s  n o t c l e a r  i f  th e  a t t r a c t i o n  was th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  dance t h a t  was to

be perform ed , o r  th e  f a c t  th a t  i t  was to  be perfo rm ed  by sch o o l

c h i ld r e n ,  o r  b o th . What i s  c e r t a in  i s  th a t  th e  main pu rp o se  of th e

announcem ent, t h a t  i s  th a t  th e re  was to  be a t r a d e  f a i r ,  was n o t

param ount in  th e  s u b je c t 's  c o n s id e ra tio n  o f th e  m essage.
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A nother announcement which she r e a c te d  to  was th e  p u b lic  s e rv ic e  

announcement, about a m iss in g  p e rso n , who was t r y in g  to  lo c a te  h e r  

r e l a t i v e s .  S u b je c t 's  re sp o n se  a g a in  went beyond a mere acknowledgement 

of th e  f a c t  o r  even th e  problem , she saw th e  w ider problem  from a 

p e rs o n a l an g le  and n o t j u s t  responded to  th e  in d iv id u a l 's  p l i g h t .

S: That i s  why I  d o n 't  l i k e  Lagos.

She p roceeded  to  n a r r a te  some o f th e  ex p erien ces  she had had in  Lagos; 

how h e r  g ra n d c h ild re n  have to  be locked  up, "caged" in  f a c t ;  and how 

such c o n s tra in e d  l i v in g  i s  ty p ic a l  fo r  a l l  in  Lagos in c lu d in g  h e r s e l f  

when she goes. With t h i s ,  th e  c o n v e rsa tio n  again  d r i f t e d  away from th e  

s e t .

Thoughts were d i r e c te d  f u r th e r  away from te le v is io n  when one of th e  

women a r r iv e d  home from th e  m arket announcing th a t  she had l o s t  tw enty  

n a i r a .  A f te r  com m iserating  w ith  h e r  th e  d is c u s s io n s  d r i f t e d  to  focus on 

th e  new c o in s ; th e  n o v e lty  in  th e  cu rre n c y .

There was a c l e a r  r e j e c t i o n  o f t h i s  a c t io n ;  th e  group which had g a th e re d  

round to  sym path ise  w ith  th e  woman and th e re b y  d is c u s s  th e  problem  co u ld  

n o t u n d e rs tan d  th e  need f o r  th e  low er denom ination n o te s ,  to  be re p la c e d  

by c o in s .  They wondered abou t th e  p r a c t i c a l  im p lic a tio n s  o f  spend ing  

c o in s  r a th e r  th a n  n o te s ,  and concluded th a t  th e  cu rren cy  has been  tu rn e d  

in to  "a jo k e " .

W hilst th e  d e t a i l s  o f t h e i r  a l t e r n a t iv e  d is c u s s io n s  need n o t be th e  

focus o f t h i s  s tu d y , i t  becomes in t e r e s t in g  when one r e a l i s e s  th a t  up 

t i l l  t h a t  tim e th e re  had n o t been any programme on t e l e v i s i o n  e x p la in in g  

th e  q u e r ie s  o f th e  p eo p le  and a l la y in g  t h e i r  f e a r s ,  y e t  th e y  had g o t th e
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in fo rm a tio n  and had made up t h e i r  m inds. They had a lre a d y  ta k en  a s ta n c e  

b e fo re  they  cou ld  be o f fe re d  any o f f i c i a l  e x p la n a tio n s . They had a c te d  

based  on t h e i r  common sen se .

This was th e  mood th a t  th e  s u b je c t  was in  when th e  World News a t  8 p.m .

was t r a n s m it te d .  The s u b je c t  was d e term ined  to  watch, d e s p i te  th e  f a c t

t h a t  th e  news was in  E n g lish . She asked  th a t  th e  item s be in t e r p r e te d

fo r  h e r .  Her c o n c e n tra tio n  was n o t to  be fo r  long as th e r e  was a f l u r r y

of com peting a c t i v i t i e s ;  c h i ld r e n  coming in ,  to  make l a s t  m inute

p u rch ases  fo r  t h e i r  m o th e r 's  cook ing . She th e re fo re  d id  n o t g e t a chance

to  see  th e  accompanying fo o ta g e  fo r  th e  r e p o r ts  which g o t t r a n s l a te d .

She soon sw itched  o f f  m e n ta lly  and she  s t a r t e d  s in g in g  to  h e r s e l f

o b se rv in g  th e  absence o f m u sica l in te r lu d e s  in  th e  d a y 's  tra n s m is s io n .

Note h e r  conclud ing  comment abou t th e  d a y ' s s e rv ic e  in  com parison w ith

th e  above r e p o r t .

S: They d id  n o t perform  to d ay ; i t ' s  been c h a t te r  c h a t t e r  a l l  
day. You know sometimes they  w i l l  perform  th ro u g h o u t th e  
day, t i l l  th e  day i s  gone. I s  t h a t  no t on F rid a y s  and 
S a tu rd ay s and Sundays?

With t h a t  comment, s u b je c t  was n o t b e in g  d is c r im in a to ry  a s  re g a rd s  w hich 

group o f p e rfo rm e rs ; t e l e v i s io n  fo r  h e r ,  was a perform ance, a l b e i t  w ith  

v a ry in g  in p u ts  o r  v a ry in g  shows.

O b se rv a tio n  ended a t  about 9 p.m .

Day 5
The s e t  had been sw itched  on b e fo re  th e  a r r i v a l  of th e  r e s e a rc h e r  and 

s u b je c t  had concluded h e r d a i ly  r i t u a l  o f p re p a rin g  th e  pen fo r  th e  

ch ick en s to  ro o s t  in .

216



There was a r e l ig io u s  programme on, and i t  was b i l in g u a l .  That means i t  

had an in t e r p r e t e r  t r a n s l a t i n g  th e  m essage as i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of 

g o sp e l program m es.

The segment o f th e  programme th a t  was on, was an in te rv ie w  and s u b je c t 

was w atch ing  w ith  keen i n t e r e s t .  The is s u e  b e in g  ta c k le d  was on th e  

re a so n s  why Moslems and C h r is t ia n s  do n o t a g re e . Soon a f t e r ,  th e re  was a 

m usical in te r lu d e  w ith in  th e  programme and C h r is t ia n  g o sp e l music was 

p la y ed . S u b je c t was s in g in g  a lo n g . At t h i s  p o in t  th e  s u b j e c t 's  mate came 

a lo n g  to  v iew ing range and a ff irm e d  h e r  th o u g h ts . Based on th e  s in g in g  

she a ff irm e d  i t  was a C h r is t ia n  programme. But she was wrong.

There was no commentary a c c e p tin g  o r  r e j e c t i n g  th e  p o in ts  made in  th e  

programme as  th e  in te rv ie w  c o n tin u ed . T h is was u n lik e  th e  s u b je c t .  She 

who was n o t in  th e  h a b i t  o f r e c e iv in g  programmes w ith o u t v e rb a l ly  

acknow ledging o r even n e g o t ia t in g  them.

A custom er came in  and she was a lso  f a s c in a te d  by th e  comments made in  

th e  programme. The p o in ts  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  th e  

a b i l i t y  to  g e t a long  were b e in g  h ig h l ig h te d .  Even though th e  s u b je c t 

echoed th e  programme, and she had a read y  au d ience  in  h e r  custom er to  

d is c u s s  th e  is s u e  w ith , she d id  no t make any comments. R a th er she was 

p re p a re d  to  l i s t e n  to  th e  comments o f o th e r s .

T his i s  a c o n t r a s t  to  h e r re sp o n se  to  th e  m usica l in te r lu d e s  which were 

in t e r m i t t e n t  in  th e  programme. She p r e f e r r e d  (o r  so i t  seemed) to  s in g  

a lo n g  w ith  th e  music r a th e r  th a n  p u rsu e  th e  l i n e  of c o n v e rs a tio n . This 

su g g e s ts  t h a t  she was t r y in g  to  avo id  th e  p o s s ib le  c o n tro v e rsy  on an
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acknow ledged, s e n s i t i v e  is s u e .

As h e r  mate had e a r l i e r  done, she took  a p a r t  of th e  programme, in  t h i s  

ca se  th e  v i s u a l s  and th e  c o n te n t o f th e  songs, and t r i e d  to  d e te rm in e  

th e  i d e n t i t y  o f th e  so u rc e . She however concluded th a t  th e  "p erfo rm ers"  

were Moslems.

S: These a re  Moslems.

Q: How co u ld  you t e l l  t h a t  th ey  a re  Moslems? Was i t  th e  song?

S: Yes and  th e y  h av e  c o v e re d  t h e i r  h e a d s . . . L a i l a  i  l a  
A l l a h . . . [ s in g in g  a lo n g  w ith  th e  p ro g ram m e]. . .  They a r e  
sa y in g  L a i la  i s  a cc ep ted ; t h a t  th ey  a re  su re  o f t h a t ;b u t  
th e  C h r is t ia n s  a re  say in g  Moslems a re  no t t h e i r  b r o th e r s ,  
th e r e f o r e  L a i la  i s  n o t a c c e p ta b le .

S u b je c t was jo in e d  by h e r  mate in  s in g in g  th e  L a ila  c h a n t . The mate i s  a 

Moslem, w h i l s t  th e  s u b j e c t  p r o f e s s e s  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  They a r e  b o th  

t r a d i t i o n a l  queens and th a t  means th ey  a ls o  have a l le g ia n c e  to  t h e i r  

t r a d i t i o n a l  r e l i g io n .  As has been n o te d , th e  is s u e  o f r e l i g io n  te n d s  to  

be touchy hence th e  s u b j e c t 's  resp o n se  was even more i n t e r e s t i n g .

As th e  programme came to  an end, th e  s u b je c t  e x h ib ite d  h e r  r e c o g n i t io n  

o f TV co d es .

S: They have moved th a t  one away, [a s  th e  music was faded  and 
th e  v is u a ls  d is s o lv e d , and r e p la c e d .]

Applied (Mis)information
By t h i s  tim e , s u b je c t  had become more re la x e d  w ith  th e  p re se n c e  o f 

re s e a rc h e r  and was even w i l l in g  to  ta k e  h er in to  co n fid e n c e . The 

in t e r e s t i n g  f e a tu r e  o f th e se  c o n v e rs a t io n s , i s  th e  way te l e v i s i o n  i s  

used  to  b u t t r e s s  p o in t s ,  p ro v id e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  in  th e  rea lm  of r e a l i t y  

d e s p i te  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th ro u g h o u t th e  v iew ing s e s s io n s ,  i t  had been 

t r e a te d  a s  a perfo rm ance.
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In  d i s c u s s i n g  p a r t i c u l a r  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  b e h a v io u r  i n  a p e r s o n  f o r  

exam ple, she drew from th e  in fo rm a tio n  th a t  she had re c e iv e d  from th e  

news e a r l i e r  on in  th e  week.

S: T his th in g  [ i . e .  th e  te le v is io n ]  s a id  y e s te rd a y  th a t  th e re  
was a m eeting  in  Lagos th e  p re v io u s  day. They s a id  men and 
women need to  be more v i g i l a n t  in  th e  t r a in in g  o f t h e i r  
c h i ld r e n ;  t h a t  th e s e  days 10 y e a r - o ld s  g e t p re g n a n t; 
p e rm iss iv e  sex does n o t a llow  them to  show b r i l l i a n c e  in  
t h e i r  s tu d ie s .  I f  you gave them 3 le s s o n s , h a rd ly  can they  
g ra sp  one. That whoever has c h i ld re n  in  sc h o o ls  shou ld  
warn them to  behave, o th e rw ise , th e  te a c h e rs  w i l l  have to  
throw  them o u t.

They had d isc o v e re d  th a t  3 o u t o f 11 c h i ld re n  w ere seek in g  
adm ission  in to  some sc h o o ls  were a lre a d y  p reg n an t.

The c h i ld re n  were k e p t in  a room and t h e i r  p a re n ts  were 
s e n t  f o r .  The c h i ld r e n  were handed over to  t h e i r  p a re n ts  
and th e n  d ism issed  on th e  s p o t . They a re  never to  a t te n d  
sch o o l ev er a g a in . The p a re n ts  o f fe re d  to  ta k e  c a re  o f th e  
c h i ld r e n  o r  g e t th e  pregnancy a b o rte d , bu t th e  schoo l 
would have n o th in g  to  do w ith  t h a t .  The t e a c h e r 's  would 
n o t be re s p o n s ib le  fo r  anybody 's  l i f e .

Her accoun t was a s l i g h t  e x p a t ia t io n  o f a news item  which she had 

a t te n d e d  c lo s e ly  2 days b e fo re .  No m a tte r  how s l i g h t ,  th e  s u b je c t 's  

r e p o r t  had  m o d if ie d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e p o r t .  T h is  r e f l e c t e d  h e r  

u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f th e  news item . I t  su g g e s ts  th a t  u n d e rs ta n d in g  i s  a 

p o s s ib le  s i t e  o f m is re p re s e n ta t io n  o f th a t  which was s a id ,  e s p e c ia l ly  

where th e  v iew er on ly  ta k e s  a p a r t  o f th e  r e p o r t ,  m iss in g  o u t th e  o th e r  

d e t a i l s  th e re  in .

In  a n o th e r  c a se , where s u b je c t  b u t t r e s s e d  h e r  p o s i t io n  w ith  h e r own 

accoun t o f what had been s a id  on te l e v i s i o n ,  th e  s l i g h t  d i s to r t i o n ,  o r  

e x p a t i a t i o n  a s  in  th e  p r e v io u s  exam ple  d e s c r ib e d ,  su c c e e d e d  i n  

com ple te ly  changing  th e  s to r y .
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The s to ry  was th a t  th e  sc h o o l-y e a r  was to  be r e v e r te d  to  Septem ber - 

J u ly  from th e  January  - December t h a t  i t  had been . T h is meant t h a t  th e  

1991 s e s s io n  was to  be condensed, so  t h a t  a new s e s s io n  cou ld  commence 

in  Septem ber.

S u b je c t however s a id  th a t  i t  had been announced th a t  th e  tw elve  month 

c a le n d a r  had been reduced  to  a s ix  month c a le n d a r  w ith  no in d ic a t io n  o f 

an u n d e rs ta n d in g  th a t  i t  was j u s t  a tem porary  m easure, w ith  p la n s  to  

accommodate th e  e x t r a  work lo a d .

T his m isc o n s tru c tio n  ag a in  comes from n o t l i s t e n in g  to  th e  e n t i r e ty  of 

th e  news. S u b jec t had been observed  to  j u s t  l i s t e n  to  th e  news in  

p a r t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  ta k in g  ju s t  th e  le a d  sen ten c e  and ru n n in g  away w ith  

i t .  At b e s t  she took  th e  le a d  a long  w ith  th e  am bivalen t of th e  l e a d , i f  

th e  s to ry  was one, on which she had a sa y .

T his o b s e rv a tio n  shou ld  have s e r io u s  im p lic a tio n s  f o r  news w r i te r s  

p a r t i c u l a r l y .

I n t e r e s t  in  programming resumed as  a m u sica l in te r lu d e  came on. There

was a custom er, a young p erso n  in  th e  shop a t  t h i s  tim e and s u b je c t  was

n o t shy, to  le a rn  from him.

S: What i s  t h i s  c a l le d ?  [ r e f e r r in g  to  th e  type  o f m u sic .]

Boy: He i s  c a l le d  Ayuba; he i s  from Ikenne. [Ikenne i s  a 
n e ig h b o u rin g  town, and th e  boy s in g s  a lo n g .]

S: How come you have h ea rd  him ? I  have n o t.

[She danced a long  to  th e  m usic w h ils t  th e  boy sang a long , 
humming to ,  even th o se  p a r t s  t h a t  were p u re ly  in s tru m e n ta l .]

S: You mean you can even s in g  i t  unaccompanied? T ru ly  th e  
young s h a l l  grow.

[As she y e t m arv e lled  a t  t h a t  one c h i ld ,  a crowd o f o th e r
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c h i ld r e n  had g a th e re d  around]

S: So why have you g a th e re d  round now?

She sw itched  o f f  m en ta lly  as  th e  funk m usic came on. The crowd of 

c h i ld r e n  lik e w is e  th in n n ed  o u t b u t a few c h i ld re n  rem ained , re a d in g  th e  

c a p tio n s  th a t  accom panied th e  v i s u a l s ,  and l i s t e n in g  to  th e  m usic. They 

l e f t  a s  th e  m usic gave way to  an in te rv ie w  programme. There was no 

q u e s tio n  o f a s s e s s in g  th e  programme to  see  i f  i t  was w orth  t h e i r  w h ile , 

th e y  j u s t  l e f t .

S u b jec t on h e r  p a r t ,  looked a t  th e  p ic tu r e  and commented on th e  t a l e n t ' s

e a r r in g ;  com paring i t  to  t h a t  which th ey  used  to  wear in  th e  "o lden

d ay s" . T his a t t r a c t i o n  to  th e  p e rso n  o f th e  p r e s e n te r  se rv ed  a s  a

rem inder o f th e  p e r s o n a l i ty  o f a n o th e r  favou red  p r e s e n te r .

S: . . .T h e s e  e a r r in g s  a re  q u i te  som ething! There i s  one woman, 
she i s  a very  good n e w sc a s te r . She has n o t been  on a t  a l l  
d u rin g  t h i s  week. These ones a re  n o t as s k i l l e d .  That 
woman i s  v e ry  e lo q u e n t  and  v e ry  v e r s a t i l e ;  sh e  
acknow ledges th o se  who sponso r them; th o se  who have g iven  
them g i f t s  o r  s o a p , . .

S u b jec t was n o t in t e r e s te d  in  and d id  n o t w atch th e  in te rv ie w  programme. 

When th e  i n t e r l u d e ,  th e  d i s c o  ty p e  m u sic  came on a g a i n ,  s u b j e c t  

commented on i t  b e in g  an e n e rg e t ic  dance . What i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  in  th e se  

s o r t  o f comments i s  t h a t  i t  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h a t  a v iew er may s t i l l  have an 

o p in io n , an im p ress io n , on a programme th a t  she  i s  n o t in t e r e s te d  in ,  

and does n o t p a r t i c u l a r l y  w atch, o r  u n d e rs ta n d .

Because o f h e r  t r a d in g  i n t e r e s t ,  s u b je c t  asked  th a t  th e  P ep s i com m ercial

be t r a n s l a te d  to  h e r ,  a lth o u g h , she  i d e n t i f i e d  P epsi a s  Coke.

S: [As P ep s i a d v e r t came on] They say we shou ld  be buying 
Coke. P le a se  t e l l  me how much th a t  Coke i s  supposed  to  be 
s o ld  f o r . [ A l l  a d v e rtis e m e n ts  in  N ig e r ia  by l e g i s l a t i o n
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m ust c a r r y  th e  recom m ended r e t a i l  p r i c e  h e n c e  th e  
c o n fid e n ce  in  e x p e c tin g  th a t  th e  p r ic e  must be in c lu d ed  in  
th e  a d v e r t .]

S: . . .E h e n  I  wonder how th e y  ex p ec t t h a t  i t  would be s o ld  a t  
t h a t  r a t e  even in  Lagos. They d o n 't  even s e l l  to  us a t  
t h a t  p r ic e ,  b u t th e n  th e  custom ers see  th a t  and ex p ec t 
t h a t  p r ic e .  Anyway I  alw ays t e l l  such  custom ers to  go and 
buy from t h e i r  TV s e t s .

A nother m usica l in te r lu d e  succeeds th e  com m ercial b reak  and t h i s  s to p p ed  

th e  s u b je c t  in  h e r  t r a c k s .  I t  was Sunny A de 's  m usic; a p o p u la r  ju ju  

m usic ian .

S: . . .  Ah th a t  man i s  ta le n te d !  [ th e  man] who sang t h i s  song 
"Ayinde has no r i v a l  amongst m u sic ian s . Ayinde has n o t 
been invo lved  in  t h e i r  tre a c h e ro u s  p lo t s ,  he has g r e a t
w ea lth , and d re s s e s  in  r e g a l  ro b e s , wears beaded sh o es ,
and has become K ab iyesi (u n q u e s tio n a b le  a u th o r i ty  -  k in g ) " 
LAUGHTER

S u b jec t no doubt en joyed  th e  m usic and th e  ex p erien ce  o f v iew ing  th e  

in te r lu d e .

From th e  above, a tendency  f o r  th e  s u b je c t  to  in te rc h a n g e  s im i la r  codes 

i s  n o t i c e a b l e .  She c o n fu s e d  th e  r o l e s  o f  th e  p r e s e n t e r  and  th e

n e w sc a s te r . T h is e r r o r  may a c tu a l ly  be due to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  p e rso n  

in  q u e s tio n , does in  f a c t  a t  tim es perform  bo th  r o le s  a t  d i f f e r e n t

tim es . T his may no t a s s i s t  th e  s u b je c t  in  h e r  a b i l i t y  to  d is c r im in a te .

The o th e r  example of h e r  i n a b i l i t y  to  d is c r im in a te  was when she con fused  

P epsi f o r  Coke. During th e  p e r io d  o f o b se rv a tio n , th e  s u b je c t  was seen  

u s in g  th e  name. Coke as  a g e n e r ic  name r a th e r  th an  a b ran d  name, so , 

a lth o u g h  she knows th e r e  i s  a d i f f e r e n c e ,  she s t i l l  r e f e r s  to  th e  

c o m p e ti to r 's  p ro d u c t by th e  le a d in g  b r a n d 's  name. I t  i s  t h i s  h a b i t  t h a t  

she c a r r i e d  in to  th e  r e c e p t io n  o f th e  a d v e r t is in g  m essage. T his i s  

a n o th e r  p o te n t i a l  so u rce  o f co n fu s io n  o r m i s in te r p r e ta t io n .
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As th e  n e w s c a s te r  f o r  th e  e v e n i n g 's  news was in t r o d u c e d  by th e  

c o n t in u i ty  announcer, th e  s u b je c t  made ready  to  w atch th e  news. She 

a c tu a l ly  v o c a l is e d  h e r  d e c is io n  to  w atch, b u t she s t i l l  g o t on w ith  one 

o f h e r  n ig h t ly  r i t u a l s  -  th e  s ta c k in g  o f h e r  wares as  f o r  th e  n ig h t .  In  

t h i s  in s ta n c e  i t  i s  n o t c l e a r  i f  h e r  d e c is io n  to  w atch was a c tu a l ly  

because she a n t ic ip a te d  th e  news, o r i f  she  a n t ic ip a te d  a programme in  

Yoruba. What i s  c le a r  i s  th a t  th e  name th a t  th e  announcer h e ra ld e d  

aroused  h e r  c u r io s i ty .

The n ex t programme was th e  E n g lish  new scast and s u b je c t  was n o n e th e le s s  

in t e r e s te d .  She fo llow ed  th e  p ic tu r e ,  and t r i e d  to  make se n se  o f i t .  For 

a perso n  who cou ld  fo llow  bo th  th e  v i s u a l ,  and a u ra l p a r t s  o f th e  news, 

i t  was obv ious th a t  th e  v is u a l  a sp e c t o f th e  r e p o r t  a lo n e , cou ld  n o t 

convey th e  s t o r i e s  a c c u ra te ly .  In  f a c t  in  some in s ta n c e s ,  she  co u ld  n o t 

d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw ee n  d i f f e r e n t  r e p o r t s  and  she  l i n k e d  u n c o n n e c te d  

r e p o r ts .  To h e r  they  seemed connec ted .

There had been a s to ry  on some v io le n c e , and t h i s  was fo llow ed  by a 

r e p o r t  of some women's a c t i v i t y .  There however was no pause  between th e  

s to r i e s  to  en ab le  s u b je c t  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  betw een them. She th u s  assumed 

t h a t  th e  women m ust h av e  b een  p a r t  o f  th e  v i o l e n c e .  She had  

in a d v e r te n t ly  read  th e  fram e, a long  w ith  th e  fo reg o in g  m a te r ia l .  The 

fo llo w in g  was h e r  c o n c lu s io n .

S: I t  must be th e  a u t h o r i t i e s  k i l l i n g  them. There a r e  women 
amongst them.

Q: T his i s  a d i f f e r e n t  item  you know?

S: What i s  i t  about? They have so much to  say th a t  we d o n 't  
h e a r . W ell, I  hope a l l  t h i s  w i l l  be t r a n s l a t e d .
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T his i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  i n t e r e s t  which th e  s u b je c t  has in  th e  news and how 

h e r  incom petence w ith  th e  language f r u s t r a t e s  h e r  i n t e r e s t .  In  th e  f i r s t  

in s ta n c e ,  she c o n fe sse s  to  n o t b e in g  a b le  to  keep up, w ith  th e  pace o f 

th e  news; th e r e  a re  so many s to r i e s  fo r  one who i s  t r y in g  to  work o u t 

j u s t  what i s  be in g  i s  s a id .  To compound is s u e s  as  i t  w ere, th e  r e a l i t y ,  

i s  t h a t  n o t a l l  th e  s t o r i e s  g e t in to  th e  t r a n s l a t i o n s ,  so th a t  u n le s s  

she g o t i t  from p ic tu r e  re a d in g , she was n o t l i k e ly  to  g e t  i t  a t  a l l .  

T h is  f r u s t r a t i o n  i s  what was ex p ressed  in  th e  "ho p e" .

The f a c t  t h a t  she has to  r e ly  on p ic tu r e  re a d in g  o r  a t  b e s t  th e  

sometimes q u e s tio n a b le  in t e r p r e ta t io n s  from th e  in c id e n ta l  i n t e r p r e t e r s  

w hose s e r v i c e s  sh e  ca n  em ploy, make h e r  h ig h ly  s u s c e p t i b l e  to  

m is in fo rm a tio n .

These o b se rv a tio n s  have s e r io u s  im p lic a tio n s  fo r  th e  news w r i te r s ,  th e  

news p ro d u c e rs , and a ls o  th e  d i r e c to r s .

The o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  s u b j e c t ' s  f r u s t r a t i o n  g o e s  b ey o n d  q u e s t i o n a b le

d e d u c tio n s . She a c tu a l ly  had o c c a s io n a l o u tb u r s ts  when she  v o ic ed  such .

S: They j u s t  keep making sm all t a lk  when th ey  a r e  supposed to  
be c a s t in g  news. R a th er th an  do what they  have to  do, they  
r e p e a t  th e  same th in g  umpteen tim e s . Anyway I  suppose th a t  
i s  what they  a re  p a id  to  do.

In  a l l  h e r  u t te r a n c e s ,  TV was undoub ted ly , th e  i l l u s i o n  o f r e a l i t y ;  TV 

i s  a l l  a perform ance even though she cou ld  le a r n  from i t ,  and i l l u s t r a t e  

r e a l i t y  w ith  i t .
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Commercial Breaks
She finds relief in the commercial break. There was the Milo commercial 
and then the Trebor Luckies commercial. They were both in English and 
once again she read the visuals.

S: Eh! They are running ...now they stop ...Eh! Trebor Lucky!

Her echoing the name and even her commentary was non - committal 
suggesting that she did not pay attention to the message if there was 
any. She was glad to have a break from the news which she had complained 
about.

The striking observation at this point though is the ease with which the 
excitement transpires, and that with which the product name is 
"mindlessly" repeated. This excitement or satisfaction was more than the 
news could offer.

It is noteworthy that this subject seemed to derive more satisfaction 
from the interludes and the commercial breaks than she did from the main 
programmes themselves at least during the week days.

As a result of the way these programmes are seen; they are not really 
considered to be the substantive programmes. She would have been correct 
if she reported that she does not watch TV at all. Yet this discounts 
the real position between herself and her set.

Network News
The national network news came on soon after the commercial break. This 
was also in English. By this time, her regular customers were there 
again, to consume their usual shots of the local gin. One of the
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custom ers i s  dumb and th e r e f o r e  u n o b tru s iv e ; showing no i n t e r e s t  in  th e  

te l e v i s io n ;  b u t th e  o th e r  one i s  r a th e r  g a r ru lo u s .

The n e w scas te rs  had been in tro d u c e d .

S; See how th a t  one i s  g la r in g !  . . . P i t y !

Custom er: I t ' s  on ly  t h a t  woman who p re s e n ts  Areweyo th a t  I 
l i k e .  You can win g i f t s  from t h a t  programme and sometimes 
she w i l l  ask  th e  aud ien ce  to  w r i te  th e  s t a t io n .

S: [o b v io u s ly  d isc o m fite d  by th e  p a t r o n 's  in c e s s a n t c h a t te r ]
You a re  ta lk in g  to o  much.

Custom er: [acknow ledges com pla in t b u t goes r ig h t  on] See th a t  
one what i s  h is  nam e?. . .

The countenance o f th e  n ew scas te r was th e  f i r s t  f e a tu r e  th a t

th e  s u b je c t  commented ab o u t. At a p re v io u s  s e s s io n , i t  had been th e

a t t i r e  th a t  f i r s t  caught h e r  fancy .

Even though th e  s u b je c t  was n o t co m fo rtab le  w ith  th e  a c t io n s  o f h e r  

custom er, and though she made obvious h e r  in te n t io n  to  watch th e  

programme, p o s s ib ly  w ith  a g r e a te r  d eg ree  o f "peace", h e r  custom er 

proved in c o r r ig ib le  and she  d id  n o t do an y th in g  about i t ,  p o s s ib ly  

because he was a custom er. This i s  an example of a s i t u a t i o n  which 

a f f e c t s  th e  v iew ing  b u t which th e  view er canno t h e lp .

The man c a r r i e d  on w ith  h i s  commentary on th e  v i s u a l s ;  u s in g  th e

s t r i k i n g  f e a tu r e s ,  u s u a lly  p e rso n s , as  a p o in t o f d e p a r tu re  in  conveying

th e  in fo rm a tio n  th a t  he was " p r iv i le g e d "  to  have. T h is in fo rm a tio n  was

n o t alw ays a c c u ra te .  Meanwhile th e  g i s t  o f th e  news item s a re  them selves

l o s t  under th e  i n s i s t e n t  c h a t t e r  o f th e  s a id  man. H is a t t i t u d e  was to

show o f f  t h a t  he was b e t t e r  inform ed.

Custom er: See th a t  one, what i s  h i s  name? He used  to  be
governor h e re . [Ogun s t a t e ]  That one in  cam ouflage; t h a t ' s
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him; t h a t ' s  th e  man! You do n o t have r e l i a b l e  e y e s ig h t .  
D o n 't you see  t h i s  i s  R asaki?

S: I t  i s ?

Custom er: I t  i s !  See, see  th e  pendan t on h is  head [cap] That 
i s  th e  man.

S: Look a t  h i s  c h e e k s . . .

Custom er: And th a t  a le a d e r !  [ a c tu a l  t r a n s l a t io n  of word used  
shou ld  be k ing  r a th e r  th a n  le a d e r .  This was u t t e r e d  w ith  
such d i s d a in .]

They had n o t l i s t e n e d  to  th e  news s to r y  a t  a l l ,  to  know t h a t  i t  had n o t 

been abou t th e  governm ent, on which t h e i r  venom was now u n le ash e d . I t  

had been abou t th e  Red C ro s s . The governo r had on ly  been a g u e s t a t  th e  

o cca sio n  y e t w ith  a l l  th e  argum ent, no one was a b le  to  fo llo w  th e  s to ry .

D uring th e  com mercial b reak  th a t  came on, th e re  was a p u b lic  s e rv ic e  

a d v e rtise m e n t -  S top th e  abuse of th e  n a i r a .  T his a d v e r tise m e n t used  a 

p o p u la r  TV c h a ra c te r  a s t a r  of one th e  comedy g ro u p s. The s u b je c t  

re c o g n ise d  him and though she d id  n o t comment on i t ,  she d em onstra ted  

some f a m i l i a r i t y  w ith  th e  message in  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  cam paign.

S: Ah! That i s  Aluwe, th e  money c o l l e c to r  i s  h e re .

She w atched th e  m ini -  drama w ith  keen i n t e r e s t .  The message was

p re s e n te d  in  p id g in  E n g lish  and once a g a in  th e  s u b je c t  was having  to

re a d  th e  p ic tu r e s .  The pun was l o s t  on h e r , b u t she w atched th e

c h a r a c te r ,  a s  w e ll as  th e  d ra m a tise d  fo rm at.

[Aluwe w ants to  d ry -c le a n  some money which he b r in g s  wrapped 
in  a b ig  c lo th  b u t he i s  to ld  t h a t  money cannot be d ry -  
c le a n e d . The message fo llo w s  th e r e a f t e r ,  th a t  th e re  sh o u ld  be 
b e t t e r  c a re  in  th e  h a n d lin g  o f th e  N aira  n o te s .]

What s u b je c t  id e n t i f i e d  in  t h i s  was t h a t  Aluwe c a r r i e d  a b ig  bundle of 

money to  and from a c o u n te r . She co u ld  n o t t e l l  th e  pu rp o se  fo r  h i s  

do ing  so .
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The Coke co m m erc ia l was a n o th e r  t h a t  c a u g h t h e r  a t t e n t i o n .  The 

p a r t i c u l a r  a d v e r t  was s e t  in  a c o n s t r u c t i o n  s i t e  w ith  l o t s  o f  

s c a f fo ld in g s  and c ra n e s . I t  showed workmen going to  enormous r i s k s  to  

g e t a d r in k  o f Coke. T his a d v e r t which i s  m u sica l, i s  ag a in  in  E n g lish . 

Though th e  s u b j e c t  d o e s  n o t  u n d e r s ta n d  w hat i s  s a i d ,  sh e  s t i l l  

i d e n t i f i e d  th e  p ro d u c t t h a t  was b e in g  a d v e r t is e d ,

S; I s  t h i s  n o t Coke? I s  t h i s  where i t  i s  made?

She had re a d  th e  p ic tu r e  c o r r e c t ly ,  b u t h e r  d ed u c tio n s  were wrong. She 

knew i t  was an a d v e r t ;  she knew i t  was abou t Coke; she knew th e  lo c a t io n  

was a work p la c e  of s o r t s ;  she saw th e  c r a t e  o f Coke b e in g  l i f t e d  up on 

th e  c ra n e ; b u t she d id  n o t u n d e rs tan d  th a t  i t  had been b ro u g h t fo r  th e  

w o rk ers ' re fre sh m e n t. She th o u g h t making Coke, was th e  re a so n  fo r  th e  

w orkers p re sen ce  th e re .

Musical Fillers
On t h i s  day, th e  s t a t i o n  had begged to  be excused fo r  t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  to  

b r in g  th e  Yoruba news. In s te a d  m usica l v ideo  c l ip s  were b ro a d c a s t .  

S u b jec t d id  n o t show any s ig n s  o f b e in g  d is a p p o in te d  o r even en raged . I t  

appeared  t h a t  she d id  n o t ex p ec t much e l s e .  Her custom ers and h e r s e l f  

m erely s e t t l e d  down to  en joy  th e  show. Even w ith  t h i s  v iew ing , th e  

s u b je c t  was s t i l l  m is led  by h e r s e l f  ap p o in ted  in te r p r e te r /v ie w in g  

g u id e .

Her acknowledgement o f h e r  ig n o ran c e , and h er dependence on th o se  

c o n s id e r e d  to  be b e t t e r  in fo rm e d  h ad  made h e r  v u ln e r a b le  to  

m is in fo rm a tio n .
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The m usic ian  in  view was Olu Fajem irokun, a r e l a t i v e l y  new p erso n  on th e  

music sc e n e . In  f a c t  t h i s  was h is  debu t album. Note how th e  custom er 

conveys h i s  m isin fo rm atio n  w ith  co n fid en ce  and a u th o r i ty .

Custom er; I s  t h i s  n o t Ebenezer O bey's new r e le a s e ?  I  have 
been h e a r in g  about i t .

S : True?

Custom er: Oh yes! Obey Commander! He i s  q u i te  a g r e a t
p h ilo so p h e r .

S: Yes he b r in g s  o u t a l o t  o f wisdom in  h is  songs.

Both S & Customer: [echo ing  th e  m usic] S tones canno t be e a te n  
l i k e  r i c e ,  a p in e a p p le  cannot be e a te n  whole. . .

Custom er: [ to  s u b je c t]  Look, see  what th e  w orld h as  become.
See t h a t  fe llo w , [someone who i s  dancing] She i s  a woman 
you know? T h a t 's  Obey h im se lf ,  t h a t  i s  h is  new r e le a s e ,

S: [ s t i l l  echo ing  th e  m usic and l a t e r  jo in e d  by Customer] My 
moon o f w ea lth  i s  beaming from th e  sky, beaming c l e a r ly  
from th e  heavens. . . I t  i s  my tim e to  sh in e ,

S: He say s  i t  i s  h i s  tim e to  sh in e , . . .  t h a t  each man h as  h is  
tim e , whoever i s  a d e t r a c to r  w i l l  have h i s  jaw s to rn ,  
[ lau g h s]  T his i s  s e r io u s .

[W hile she was lau g h in g  she m issed  a l i n e  so she asked  th e  
custom er to  f i l l  h e r  in .  ]

S: What d id  he say h is  head shou ld  do?

Custom er: He p rayed  th a t  h is  head shou ld  gu ide h i s  mouth, so 
he does n o t m is - j iv e ,  God in  heaven may I n o t m is - j iv e  as 
w e l l .

[They jo in  in  th e  p ra y e rs  b e in g  ren d e red  in  th e  song and 
w atch th e  perform ance o f th e  d a n c e rs , when th e re  was no 
more l y r i c s  to  th e  m usic. They were eng rossed  b u t i t  i s  
n o t c e r t a in  t h a t  th ey  were im pressed . They were c e r t a in l y  
f a s c i n a t e d . ]

S: They have n o t l e f t  o u t an y th in g , [ i .  e . This perform ance 
canno t be im proved.]

Custom er: T his i s  O bey's house t h a t  th ey  a re  p e rfo rm in g  a t .
Ah! t h i s  i s  s e r io u s  b u s in e ss  [ th e  dancing] They dance you 
know Obey type  o f dance.

S: In  a s h o r t  w h ile  th ey  w i l l  p u t Shina on.
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Shina i s  a younger m u sic ian  who was th e  l a t e s t  phenomenon in  th e  m usic 

scen e . I t  was he who " o r ig in a te d "  th e  c u r re n t  c ra z e  in  d an c in g . N o tice  

how s u b je c t  made a l in k ,  in  h e r  e x p e c ta t io n , between th e  on -  go ing  

m usic, and t h a t  which was s im i la r .

By th i s  tim e i t  appeared  t h a t  s u b je c t 's  a t t e n t io n  had waned and she was 

ready  fo r  som ething e l s e ;  a n o th e r  show. What however i s  more n o t ic e a b le ,  

i s  th e  way th e  custom er p e rp e tu a te d  an e r r o r  in  h is  re a d in g . Indeed  th e  

two m u sic ian s , t h a t  i s  Olu Fajem irokun and Obey, b o th  look  a l ik e  and 

have s im i la r  s ty l e s  of m usic, b u t t h i s  man d id  n o t s ta y  w ith in  th e  

l im i t s  o f s u p p o s i t io n ;  he p roceeded  to  d e f in i t e  a s s e r t io n s  in c lu d in g  a 

p o s i t iv e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of th e  lo c a t io n  o f th e  re c o rd in g .

With h e r  l a s t  comment, s u b je c t  d e p a rte d  on an o th e r  l i n e  o f c o n v e rs a t io n . 

There began an assessm en t o f th e  v a r io u s  m u sic ian s . Here ag a in  th e  

c u s to m e r 's  v ie w s  , d o m in a te d  th e  d i s c u s s i o n  w ith ,  s u b j e c t  m e re ly  

a f f irm in g  o r  l i s t e n i n g .  I t  i s  no t very  c l e a r  i f  t h i s  i s ' a  m a tte r  of 

t h e i r  n a tu r e s ,  o r  i f  i t  i s  a c u l tu r a l  f e a tu r e ;  where th e  woman does n o t 

argue w ith  (o r  d e f e r  to  th e  m an). I t  i s  ve ry  p o s s ib le  t h a t  th e  observed  

f e a tu r e ,  i s  a r e s u l t  o f a com bination  o f b o th .

T h e ir  a t t e n t i o n  was soon drawn back in to  th e  programme as  s u b je c t

exclaim ed on se e in g  a segm ent o f e n e rg e t ic  dancing  by th e  women on th e

sc re e n . The man resum ed h is  "inform ed" acco u n t.

S: Ah! Aree! Aree! [a s  she fo cu ses  h e r  gaze on th e  sc re e n ]

Her a t t e n t i o n  i s  on th e  dance, b u t n o t ic e  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  
in  th e  re sp o n se s . W hile one i s  m a rv e llin g  abou t th e  sh ee r 
s t r a i n  in  th e  e x e r c is e ,  th e  o th e r  d ism isse s  th e  f e a t ,  and 
c o n c e n tra te s  on th e  u n d e rly in g  m o tiv a tio n .

Custom er: T h e ir  fe e  i s  h ig h e r  th a n  5 bags o f money, [ th a t  i s
one thousand  n a i ra ]
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The re a d in g  was th e reb y  gu ided  to  focus  on an o th e r  le v e l  which th e  man

in  h is  r e t o r t  had in tro d u c e d .

S: So th ey  a re  e a rn in g  t h e i r  pay then?  ...L o o k  a t  t h a t  one i s  
c a l l in g  him w ith  h e r  e y e s .

Customer: Can one b r in g  t h i s  ty p e  [o f woman] home and th in k  
he has found a w ife?

S: Any man who lan d s h im se lf  w ith  one o f th e se , and th in k s
h e r  f i t  f o r  a w ife , w i l l  d e se rv e  w hatever he g e t s .

T his i s  one o cca sio n  when th e  s u b je c t  a c tu a l ly  ta k e s  and makes known, a 

s tro n g  p o s i t io n  on th e  programme c o n te n t ,  w h ile  w atching  w ith  th e  man.

By in fe re n c e  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  th e re  i s  a n e g a tiv e  v a lu e  p la c e d  on th e

p e rfo rm e rs , i f  n o t th e  perfo rm ance.

This i s  b e t t e r  unders to o d  when th e  m usica l v ideo  i t s e l f  i s  w atched, [See 

th e  v ideos a t ta c h e d ; Olu Fajem irokun m u sica l c l i p . ]

There was a c ro s s fa d e  to  a n o th e r  a r t i s t e  and even b e fo re  se e in g  th e  

v is u a l s ,  th e  s u b je c t  id e n t i f i e d  th e  v o ic e  and even sang a lo n g .

S: That i s  B a r r i s te r !

The id e n t i f i c a t i o n  i s  p o s i t i v e ,  and c o n f id e n t .  T his was th e  ty p e  o f

music th a t  s u b je c t  had ex p re sse d  p re fe re n c e  f o r .  The n a tu re  of th e s e

type5'Of music i s  such th a t  th e re  i s  a l o t  o f r e p e t i t i o n  which makes i t

easy  fo r  th e  l i s t e n e r  to  p ic k  up th e  l y r i c s .  The le a d e r  le a d s ,  and th e

back up s in g e r s  r e p e a t ,  and t h i s  in  i t s e l f  induces th e  p a r t i c ip a t io n  o f

th e  aud ience in  th e  v iew ing  e x p e rie n c e , w h ils t  i t  a ls o  se rv e s  a s  a

mnemonic d e v ic e . T his e x p e rie n c e  fo llo w ed  th e  same p a t t e r n .  The music i s

d id a c t ic  in  n a tu re .

S: He says you shou ld  face  your baby [p a r tn e r  o r  sw e e th e a rt]  
and th en  your baby too  sh o u ld  fa c e  you, i f  you want to
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dance . Now he goes. . . O n if i la  [ th e  one w ith  a cap th a t
i s  a man 1 has come. Can you a p p re c ia te  th a t  r e g a l ia ?  . .
Amen we w i l l  n o t mourn h e r  c h i ld r e n .  . . Do you see  , do
you see? [e x c ite d  a t  a f e a tu r e  in  th e  v i s u a l s  on th e  
sc reen ]

The s u b je c t  had resumed h e r commentary w ith  th e  v iew ing o f t h i s  m usic -  

an ex p e rie n c e  a t  which she was com peten t. Her mode v a r ie d  as  she view ed, 

s in g in g ; p au s in g  to  respond to  th e  p ra y e r  in  th e  m usic; and th en  

resum ing h e r  commentary.

In  t h i s ,  as  w ell as th e  u se  o f TV exam ples to  b u t t r e s s  p o in ts  of

d is c u s s io n ,  i t  i s  e v id e n t, t h a t  th e re  i s  an e l a s t i c i t y  in  th e  view of

t e l e v i s io n  as  a perform ance, and t e l e v i s i o n  as r e a l i t y .

Suddenly, a s  though ou t o f th e  b lu e s ,  s u b je c t  wondered how come she was 

b e in g  e n te r ta in e d  a t  th a t  hour of th e  day . T h is i l l u s t r a t e s  th a t  th e  

p a t te r n  o f t e le v is io n  i s  known and t h i s ,  in  t h i s  c o n te x t,  i s  th e  gu ide 

to  d e l ib e r a t e  v iew ing.

T his a ls o  i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  f a c t  th a t  t e l e v i s i o n  i s  used  as  a tim e k eep er; 

i t  was th e  d isc rep a n cy  in  th e  e x p e c ta t io n  o f th e  s t r u c tu r e d  day th a t  

prom pted th e  s u b je c t  to  wonder about th e  s e rv ic e .

Her i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  e a r l i e r  r e c e iv e d  a p o lo g y  was l i k e w is e

in t e r e s t i n g .  Though th e  apology had s a id  th e  s t a t i o n  was unab le  to

p re s e n t  th e  news fo r  th a t  day, th e  s u b je c t  a s h o r t  w h ile  l a t e r  in

re h a sh in g  th e  s ta tem en t to  h e r s e l f  s a id  th e r e  was no news.

S: They say th e re  i s  no news. Had i t  been th a t  th e re  was 
news, th ey  would n o t have been showing t h i s .

For t h i s  s u b je c t  th e re  a re  no long  s t o r i e s ,  and no in d ic a t io n  of any
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u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f th e  p ro d u c tio n  p ro c e s s . T h e re fo re , i n a b i l i t y  to  b r in g

th e  news, was eq u a ted  w ith  a la ck  o f news.

Her focus  was soon brough t back to  th e  sc re e n  a s  she n o t ic e d  a

change in  th e  a r t i s t e ' s  a p p a re l.

S: Look h e 's  changed a g a in . . . He s a id  to  draw c lo s e r  to  
him; t h a t  F a l i l a  shou ld  come and dance .

The l a s t  example i l l u s t r a t e s  a m isread in g  o f a message in  Yoruba, t h a t  

i s  even in  th e  form th a t  s u b je c t  l i k e s  and u n d e rs ta n d s . T h is  m isread in g  

was due to  a l im ite d  competence in  cop ing  w ith  th e  pace o f th e  d e l iv e r y .  

S u b jec t had re a d  th e  prom inent phonemes in  th e  l y r i c s ,  and had m issed 

o u t th o se  which seemed to  be com pressed in  th e  b a r ra g e  of w ords. 

Fo llow ing  i s  a h ig h l ig h t  of th e  words as spoken.

TV (SONG) : Tunde S a lin g e r  fun wa n i ' l u ,  ka jo .  . .

S u b je c t 's  re a d in g  : F a l i l a  wa jo .

F a l i l a  i s  a g i r l ' s  name and t h i s  p e rh a p s  made th e  r e a d in g  m ore

p la u s ib le .  What however compounded th e  e r r o r  was th e  rumour b rough t to

th e  re a d in g  ex p e rie n c e , which v a l id a te d  th e  m isread in g .

Custom er; Here he s in g s  th e  song th a t  was used  a s  a t r u c e  by 
Salawa and K o llin g to n .

The p a r t i e s  m entioned a re  two o th e r  p rom inent m u sic ian s  who app ea l to  

t h i s  a u d ien ce . The s a id  t ru c e  i s  a rumour a lth o u g h  th e  enstrangem en t 

was w idely  p u b lic is e d  in  th e  m edia. The rumour i s  h e re  b e in g  f u e l le d  to  

th e  p o in t  o f v a l id a t io n .
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The t r a n s i t i o n  o f th a t  programme was a n o th e r example of th e  s u b j e c t 's  

f a m i l i a r i t y  w ith  th e  u su a l codes o f t e le v i s io n .

Self-Correcting Mechanisms
The su cceed in g  segment o f programming was th e  Yoruba t r a n s l a t i o n  o f th e  

"S top th e  abuse o f th e  N a ira  " cam paign. This tim e s u b je c t  was a b le  to  

g ra sp  th e  g i s t  o f th e  m essage. T his su g g es ts  t h a t  th e r e  a re  s e l f  

c o r r e c t in g  m easures, w ith in  th e  s t r u c tu r e  of te le v is io n  programm ing.

The f a c t  t h a t  a programme i s  re p e a te d , in c re a s e s  th e  chances o f a 

c o r r e c t  re a d in g  b e in g  made. In  a d d i t io n ,  th e  f a c t  th a t  some m essages a r e  

t r a n s l a t e d ,  f a c i l i t a t e s  th e  chances of v iew ers , l i k e  t h i s  s u b je c t ,  who, 

do n o t u n d e rs ta n d  th e  o r ig in a l  language of th e  b ro a d c a s t to  g e t  th e  

in ten d ed  m eaning. There a re  more v a r ie d  examples o f t h i s  l a t e r  on.

With th e  t r a n s l a t i o n ,  th e  s u b je c t  d id  g ra sp  th e  message and she in  f a c t  

i d e n t i f i e d  i t  as  "good a d v ic e " . In  t h i s  in s ta n c e  th a t  she  co u ld  f u l l y  

p a r t i c i p a t e  in  th e  e x p e rie n c e ; th a t  i s ,  when she w atched, as  w e ll a s  

l i s t e n e d ,  i t  was e a s ie r  f o r  h e r  to  u n d e rs tan d  what was b e in g  s a id .  The 

ad v e rtisem e n t became more m eaningful to  h e r , and from th e  s p o n s o r 's  

p e r s p e c t iv e ,  became more s u c c e s s fu l .  I t  could  have been p o s s ib le  to  

measure th e  su ccess  th e  message w ith  o th e r  c r i t e r i a ,  w hich co u ld  

compromise th e  in te n te d  pu rpose  of th e  com munication. For exam ple, u s in g  

th e  v ie w e r 's  a p p re c ia t io n  o f th e  e x p e rie n c e .

The c o n t in u i ty  announcer came up and ex p ressed  th e  hope th a t  th e  s t a t i o n  

had p le a se d  th e  au d ien ce . The s u b je c t  confirm ed th a t  th e y  had been v e ry  

p le a se d . I t  was l i k e  a d ia lo g u e . The announcer fo llo w in g  th e  prom pt 

which she hoped to  evoke from th e  v iew er, ( th a t  i s  h e r  s a t i s f a c t i o n  w ith
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th e  s e r v ic e ) ,  th en  in tro d u c e d  th e  n e x t programme which was a government 

agency sponsored  programme.

The programme,"E da wa I 'o h u n "  meaning "Give us answ ers" i s  an in te rv ie w  

programme in  Yoruba. T his meant th a t  th e  s u b je c t  should  n o t have had any 

problem  of a c c e s s .

Her ex p re ssed  s a t i s f a c to r y  d i s p o s i t i o n  shou ld  a lso  have f a c i l i t a t e d  th e

f a v o u r a b le  r e c e p t i o n  o f  th e  p rogram m e. B ut th e  s u b j e c t  from  h e r

u t te r a n c e s ,  re v e a le d  th a t  she was n o t very  im pressed by th e  t r a c k  re c o rd

of th e  governm ent, and so she  was on h e r  guard  as soon a s  th e  programme

was id e n t i f i e d  w ith  th e  governm ent agency -  MAMSER.

S; The government has made so many prom ises and now i t  i s  
tim e to  f u l f i l  them th ey  a re  s c a r r e d .  . . The money they  
s h o u ld  lo a n  to  th e  e n t i r e  com m unity h as  becom e th e  
p re se rv e  of th e  w ea lth y .

Her g r ip e s  a re  based on h e r  p e rso n a l e x p e rien ce  o f , and c r i t i c i s m s  o f 

th e  governm ent. The d is p o s i t io n  which she a r r iv e d  a t  th e  v iew ing  w ith , 

was th u s  changed. There was no flow  o f d i s p o s i t io n  even though th e re  was 

a flow  of a t t e n t i o n .

T his v iew ing  was c h a ra c te r i s e d  by co m p la in ts  about th e  governm ent. The 

s u b je c t  was s c e p t i c a l  th ro u g h o u t, and t h i s  a f f e c te d  th e  a t t e n t i o n ,  and 

th e  n e g o t ia t io n  of th e  programme. Because th e  s u b je c t was n o t im pressed , 

she a t te n d e d  to  th e  programme as  though from arm 's  le n g th .

In  th e  same way (because th e  s u b je c t  d id  n o t t r u s t  th e  so u rc e ) ,  she 

t r e a te d  th e  in fo rm a tio n  as  though i t  were f a l s e .  The e n t i r e  programme 

was t r e a te d  a s  though i t  was an a v o id a b le  n u isan ce . I t  was c e r t a in l y  a 

t r i g g e r  o f so u r e x p e rie n c e s  which th e  s u b je c t  cou ld  do w ith o u t. And
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t h i s ,  i t  would ap pear, was because of th e  id e n t i t y  o f th e  so u rc e . I t  was 

n o t long b e fo re  th e  s u b je c t  m en ta lly  and in  f a c t  p h y s ic a l ly  sw itched  

o f f .  The o b se rv a tio n  fo r  th a t  even ing  ended on th a t  n o te .

Day 6
O b serv a tio n  began a t  abou t noon. There was a lre a d y  a group o f v iew ers 

eng rossed  in  a Yoruba drama programme t i t l e d ,  " I t ' s  you whom we b lam e." 

T his group was m ostly  c h i ld r e n  w ith  a few (4) a d u l t s .  There were o th e r  

groups around o th e r  s e t s .  Viewing in  t h i s  lo c a t io n  w ith  such a crowd was 

n o t very  c o n v en ien t, y e t  th e  au d ience  endured . Most o f them were 

s ta n d in g  up and squashed to g e th e r ,  b u t what m a tte red  to  them most, was 

to  see  how th e  s to ry  was re s o lv e d .

At th e  end o f th e  programme, th e  au d ience  jo in e d  in  s in g in g  th e  theme 

m usic which summed up th e  m orale o f th e  s to r y .  S u b jec t in  a d d i t io n , 

ag reed  w ith  th e  lo g ic  and th e  le s s o n  in  th e  programme.

D uring th e  v iew ing , th e  group was en g ro ssed  in  th e  e x p e rie n c e . They

fo llow ed  th e  s to ry  l i n e ;  t r a i l i n g  every  a c t io n ;  id e n t i f y in g  ca tchy

s ta te m e n ts  and r e p e a tin g  such . The p o e t r i c a l  d ev ices  employed in  th e

programme made i t  such th a t  th e  l in e s  were ca tch y  and memorable.

S: You a re  th e  one to  blam e, f o r  m arry ing  th e i r  w ife  and no t
t h e i r  m other! T hat i s  t r u e  r e a l l y .

S: My w ife  i t ' s  b a t t l e  tim e! [echo ing  th e  c h a r a c te r . ]

Group: Aroko Moogun! [ h a i l in g  th e  c h a ra c te r ]

S; [e x p la in in g  to  th e  r e s e a rc h e r  th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o r  d eeper
meaning of th e  nickname] That means he i s  a pow erfu l man;
a v a l i a n t  man.

S: See ly a lo d e  has gone to  t r i c k  th e  Balogun

[ly a lo d e  i s  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  t i t l e  fo r  th e  women's le a d e r ,  and 
Balogun i s  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  t i t l e  f o r  th e  w arlo rd . The l i t e r a l  
t r a n s l a t i o n  fo r  th e  name i s  F a th e r  o f w ars .]
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The s u b je c t  i s  more c o n fid e n t in  h e r re c e p tio n  o f t h i s  programme. R ather 

th a n  ex p ec t a t r a n s l a t io n ,  o r  a n t i c ip a te  a c o n firm a tio n  o f  h e r  re a d in g  

by th row ing  b a i t s  which she ex p ec ts  to  be p ick ed  up a s  cues fo r  

" n e g o tia t in g "  d is c u s s io n s ;  she i s  c o n f id e n tly  re a d in g , in t e r p r e t i n g  and 

runn ing  a commentary th a t  may a s s i s t  th e  o th e rs  in  th e  re a d in g  of th e  

programme. She was c e r t a in ly  in  h e r  e lem ent w ith  t h i s  programme. T his i s  

r e f l e c t e d  in  h e r  comments on th e  programme. Because o f s u b je c t 's  

en g ro ssed  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  programme, th e re  i s  a com prehensive r e p o r t  of 

what she w atched, and what she d id . T h is  was th e  f i r s t  r e a l l y  d e l ib e r a te  

v iew ing  t h a t  th e  s u b je c t  had engaged in ,  d u rin g  th e  o b s e rv a tio n  p e r io d . 

I t  i s  c o n s is te n t  w ith  th e  s e l f  r e p o r t  abou t h e r  v iew ing p a t t e r n .

S: Look a t  th a t  one, he knows he i s  doomed and so he w ants to  
b r in g  more people down w ith  him.

S: I t  was Balogun who s e n t  them to  tu rn  th e  town up -  s id e
down. That i s  why th e  c a p t iv e s  have been b ro u g h t; th e
c a s u a l t i e s  from  th e  r i o t i n g ,  and  you s e e ,  t h e r e  i s
in c lu d e d  th e  escaped  s la v e .  He was B alogun 's  s la v e  and now 
he has been sh o t in  th e  back . . . Ah! my goodness, they
have k i l l e d  him.

S: Covenants a re  dangerous . . . [The word t r a n s l a t e d  as
covenan t i s  Awo which cou ld  a ls o  mean sec recy  and c u l t .
The covenan t in  t h i s  in s ta n c e  th e re fo re  has th e  r in g  o f a 
c u l t  o r  "b ro therhood" p ledge  t h a t  was n o t f u l f i l l e d  and so 
le d  to  th e  d e a th  o f th e  p a r ty  in  q u e s t io n .]

S; Awoyale; i s  th a t  a woman's name?

S: Arokomoogun! That i s  B a logun 's  henchman.

S: The c o u n c il o f e ld e r s  have met and reached  an agreem ent on 
th e  s i t u a t io n .  They want Balogun to  p u t a s to p  to  a l l  th e  
fe u d in g  so  th a t  th e  s e tt le m e n t [community] w i l l  n o t b reak  
up b e fo re  t h e i r  e y es . How can ju s t  one p e rso n  p u t th e  
e n t i r e  community th ro u g h  so much t r a v a i l  [ tu rm o il]?  T his 
one say s  he w i l l  n o t s ta n d  fo r  i t .

From th e  comments, i t  i s  c l e a r  th a t  th e  s u b je c t  was f u l l y  p a r t i c ip a t in g  

in  th e  v iew ing  e x p e rie n c e . She was fo llo w in g  bo th  th e  v i s u a l s  as w ell as
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th e  aud io  p a r t s  o f th e  programme. What i s  more i s  th a t  she  u n d e rs ta n d s , 

and i s  v ery  com petent w ith  th e  codes o f th e  m essage.

The programme d id  seem to  be couched in  codes. The names were a l l  

s i g n i f i c a n t  in  th a t  th ey  have m eanings. I n te r p r e t in g  th e s e  m eanings, was 

no h in d ra n c e  fo r  th e  s u b je c t ,  a t  a l l .  What i s  no t c e r t a in  i s  i f  such 

p e rc e iv e d  codes were p a r t  o f th e  in ten d ed  message of th e  programme.

An em issa ry  was s e n t  to  Balogun to  convey th e  c o l l e c t i v e
d e c is io n .  They were n o t allow ed  to  see  Balogun; h i s  th u g s
were in  th e  way.

S: Arokomoogun and h i s  boys have been w ell g ird e d  w ith  th e  
charms th a t  he [Balogun] gave them. . . They w i l l  u se  them 
on th e  e m is sa r ie s

Group: Balogun has g iv en  them power.

Group: They say  th ey  want to  see  Balogun b u t th o se  thugs
w o n 't l e t  them.

Group: How come th ey  do n o t have t h e i r  own powers to o ?

[Balogun emerged to  see  th e  commotion.]

S: He say s  i s  i t  him th a t  they  have a l l  come fo r?  "And fo r  
w hat?" he s a y s . I t  i s  a madman, a fo o l who i s  s e t  up w ith  
l i e s .  See he has s e t  them up. He has se n t them a lo n g , th a t
th e y  sh o u ld , " p le a se  go th e re  i s  no problem ".

Group: Oh, n ever mind him. [ to  th e  e m is sa rie s  as  though they  
co u ld  h e a r .]

S: [ech o in g  th e  a c to r ;  Balogun] I f  a c h i ld  r a i s e s  h i s  hand 
and s t r i k e s  one w ith  a r a z o r ,  he w i l l  g e t c u t t r u l y .

[T hat was an id io m a tic  e x p re s s io n  w ith  which s u b je c t  cou ld
r e l a t e . ]

In  t h a t  exam ple, i t  i s  n o t c l e a r  y e t w ith  whom s u b j e c t 's  sympathy la y .  

She seem ed to  be in  a g re e m e n t w ith  w h a te v e r  was " l o g i c a l " ,  n o t  

n e c e s s a r i l y  p i t c h i n g  h e r  camp an y w h ere . She r e f e r e d  to  b o th  th e  

e m is sa r ie s  a s  wel a s  Balogun as  " fo o ls " .  Her comments seemed to  

h ig h l ig h t  th o se  s t r i k i n g  f e a tu r e s  th a t  a r e  v a lu e  - la d e n .

238



Of th e  c a p t iv e s  re le a s e d  from B a lo g u n 's  j a i l  d u rin g  th e  connived  a t ta c k  

on him by th e  peop le  of th e  s e t t le m e n t ,  th e  women re fu s e d  to  le av e  

say in g  t h a t  he o f fe re d  them a b e t t e r  l i f e .  The s u b je c t responded  to  t h i s  

vehem ently .

S: Or a re  th e se  ones c razy ?  D o n 't you see  th e  l i f e  o f women?
Women a re  on ly  im pressed  by money.

Her re sp o n se  had been a v a lu e  judgem ent, u s in g  h e r own s ta n d a rd s  to  

n e g o t ia te  th e  meaning o f th e  a c t io n s  o f th e  TV c h a r a c te r s .  She a ff irm e d  

h e r  subm ission  by draw ing on s te r e o ty p e .

In  c e r t a in  in s ta n c e s ,  i t  would seem th a t  th e  s u b je c t had been t r ig g e r e d  

o f f ,  by th e  f a m i l i a r i ty  o f th e  co d es . Thus she echoed c e r t a in  p o r t io n s  

o f th e  speech  , p a r t i c u l a r ly  th e  id iom s.

S: I f  you spank th e  c h i ld  w ith  th e  r i g h t  hand, you draw him 
c lo s e  [ fo r  a cudd le] w ith  th e  l e f t .

Sometimes, th e  a c t io n  was s t r i k i n g  in  t h a t  i t  was f a m i l i a r  to  h e r  even 

i f  n o t common p la c e . In  t h i s  ca se  i t  she assumed th e  du ty  of an 

" i n t e r p r e t e r "  t r a n s l a t i n g  f o r  th e  ( p o s s ib ly )  l e s s  c o m p e te n t co -

v ie w e rs . I t  would appear th e r e f o r e  t h a t  t r a n s l a t in g  was a s ta n d a rd

f e a tu r e  o f communal v iew ing .

S: T hat i s  th e  I f a  o ra c le  b e in g  c o n s u l te d . . .  They had ap pea led
to  h im , [B a lo g u n ] he  w ould  n o t  l i s t e n ;  he  re m a in e d
h e a d s tro n g , [ to  th e  c h a ra c te r ]  Now you have had i t .  . .
These a re  e v i l  c o n n iv e rs , th e y  a re  going to  a tte m p t to  
a v e r t  th e  co u rse  o f j u s t i c e .  They a re  going to  f ix  th e  
c a la b a sh  th a t  w i l l  be chosen , b e fo re  th e  b le s s in g s  a re  
d e l iv e r e d .  [The c a la b a s h  i s  a symbol o f fo r tu n e  t e l l i n g  
th e  f a t e  of th e  one who p ic k s  i t ]  . . . The r i t u a l  i s
b e in g  perform ed and th e  v e r d ic t  i s  th a t  th e  m a tte r  be
re s o lv e d  by lu c k . Each of th e  r i v a l l i n g  p a r ty  fo r  th e  
t i t l e  c a r r i e s  [p ic k s ]  a c a la b a sh  and w hatever i s  in  i t ,  i s  
h i s  lu c k ; h e 's  and h i s  f a m i ly 's ,  and h is  s u p p o r te r s '.
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In. th i s  r e p o r t  as  w e ll , th e  s u b je c t  swung from making a r e p o r t ,  to  

runn ing  a commentary, and th e n  to  a d d re s s in g  th e  c h a r a c te r .  T h is  v iew ing 

was a c o m p le te  e x p e r i e n c e .  T h e re  was no d e m a rc a tio n  b e tw ee n  th e  

te le v is io n  and r e a l i t y .

In  th e  programme, th e  same man who was cau s in g  th e  u n re s t  in  th e  
community was th e  f i r s t  to  r i s e  a t  th e  m eeting , r a in in g  c u rse s  on

whoever was th e  t ro u b le  -  maker. S u b je c t m arv e lled  a t  th e  h e ig h t,  th e

e x te n t o f h i s  m isc h ie f . She a ls o  re p e a te d  th e  in c a n ta t io n s  t h a t  a re  used

w i th in  th e  program m e, much l i k e  s h e  d id  w ith  th e  m u s ic . T hese

in c a  .u ta t io n s  a re  ( l ik e )  p o e try .

The programme was soon to  come to  an end, b u t n o t w ith o u t th e  tw is t  t h a t  

c h a r a c te r i s e s  drama. S u b jec t c o n tin u ed  to  run  h e r  commentary, n o tin g  th e  

r e s o lu t io n  th a t  was o f fe re d  in  th e  programme. Again i t  i s  ap p a re n t t h a t  

she d id  n o t have a b la n k e t n o tio n  o f  v a lu e s .  Each e x p re s s io n  of v a lu e  

was t r e a te d  on i t ' s  own m e r i t .  For in s ta n c e ,  a t  th e  co n c lu s io n  of th e  

s to ry , B a lo g u n 's  s to o g e  fo r  th e  p o s i t io n ,  ended up c a r ry in g  th e  c a la b a sh  

of m isfo rtu n e  because th e  o th e r  e ld e r s  had f ix e d  th e  s e le c t io n  p ro c e s s . 

Though " ju s t i c e "  appeared  to  have been done, w ith  th e  r i g h t  man b e in g  in  

p la c e ,  s u b j e c t  r e c o g n i s e d  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  so  c a l l e d  d i v i n e  

in te rv e n t io n ,  had been a r e s u l t  o f human m a n ip u la tio n . T h is cou ld  in  

o th e r  words be d e sc r ib e d  as  d e c e i t ,  y e t she d id  n o t o b je c t .  R a th e r, she 

seemed to  have endorsed  i t  because  o f B a lo g u n 's  e a r l i e r  e x c e sse s .

S: They have been to ld  to  be c o n te n t w ith  t h e i r  ch o ic e  and 
th e y  must re v e a l th e  c o n te n t o f t h e i r  c a la b a s h e s . . . The 
one who g e ts  th e  t i t l e  s t r i d e s  m a je s t i c a l ly .  The one who 
g o t th e  f i r e  upon h is  h o u se to p  has run  away. . . [Of th e  
lucky  man] The man was s c a r r e d ;  he d id  n o t know what to  
ex p e c t, b u t th e y  [ th e  e ld e r s ]  had lu re d  th e  w icked one 
away. They had c h ea ted  in  th e  s e le c t io n  p ro c e ss  [ to  favou r 
t h e i r  man]
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T his was no condem nation; j u s t  a "m a tte r  -  o f -  f a c t"  a s s e r t io n .

The aud ience had v ic a r io u s ly  p a r t i c ip a te d  in  t h i s  programme and when i t

was over th ey  g o t up to  go, a s  t h e i r  pu rpose  o f b e in g  th e r e  had been

f u l f i l l e d .  B esides th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  enjoym ent o f th e  programme was

o b served , th e r e  was a ls o  th e  re sp o n se  to  th e  c o n t in u i ty  a n n o u n c e r 's

q u e s tio n  on th e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  d e r iv e d  from th e  programme; which was in

o th e r  words, th e  s t a t i o n 's  perform ance.

C o n tin u ity  Anncr: We hope you a l l  en joyed  th a t  programme and 
th a t  you w il l  jo in  us ag a in  a t  . . . f o r  our p r e s e n ta t io n  
of B alufon  dance.

These ty p e s  o f q u e s tio n s  b r in g  o u t th e  v ie w e r 's  co n sc io u s  resp o n se  to  

th e  programme. In  t h i s  c a se  th e  ob serv ed , and th e  v e r b a l is e d  re sp o n se  

t a l l i e d .

S: Ah! B alufon  i s  E le p e 's  p re s e rv e , we a re  th e  e x p e r ts .  That 
was a g r e a t  perform ance; we r e a l l y  d id  en joy  i t .  . .You 
see  I  en joy  a n y th in g  t r a d i t i o n a l  l i k e  t h i s  p la y  th a t  
b r in g s  wisdom.

Her re sp o n se  to  th e  a n n o u n c e r 's  i n v i t a t i o n ,  which was l in k e d  to  th e  

q u e s tio n , was n o t based  on th e  a n n o u n c e r 's  a n t ic ip a t io n  o f th e  flow  

e f f e c t .  R a th e r, i t  was based  on th e  chord  th a t  th e  programme s tru c k  in  

th e  s u b j e c t 's  mind.

A fte r  th e  programme, th e  crowd d is p e rs e d ,  and s u b je c t  was l e f t  a lo n e . 

The s e t  was s t i l l  l e f t  on, b u t th e re  was no i n t e r e s t  in  i t .  I t  was th e  

r e p o r t  on a m iss in g  c h i ld  which a t t r a c t e d  th e  s u b j e c t 's  a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  

s e t .

At th e  p o in t  when they  l e f t ,  i t  i s  rem arkab le  th a t  one o f th e  c h i ld r e n  

a c tu a l ly  re a d  th e  c r e d i t s  of th e  programme, n o tin g  whom th e  camera men
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w ere. T h is was n o t done as an e x e rc is e  to  g e t a c q u a in te d  w ith  t h a t  

p a r t i c u l a r  in fo rm a tio n , b u t as a p r a c t ic e  of h i s  re a d in g  s k i l l s .

S u b je c t 's  fo cu s on th e  m issin g  c h i l d 's  r e p o r t  i s  on ly  momentary a s  she 

a lm ost im m ediately  went about h e r  ch o res  ag a in ; o rg a n is in g  h e r  shop and 

p re p a r in g  to  go o u t.  Even w ith  a l l  t h i s ,  she was s t i l l  p ay in g  a t t e n t i o n  

to  th e  s e t  e s p e c ia l ly  as  th e  programmes were in  Yoruba.

T h ere  was a News Review  program m e in  Y oruba, w h ich  c a p tu r e d  h e r  

i n t e r e s t .  She a c tu a l ly  s e t t l e d  down to  w atch. She had h i t h e r to  n o t been 

aware o f th e  program m e's e x is te n c e , and had n o t p lanned to  w atch i t .

The programme was fo cu s in g  on th e  is s u e  of s e c r e t  s o c i e t i e s  ( c u l t s )  in  

th e  h ig h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The g u e s t  was a member o f  a u n i v e r s i t y  

c o n f r a t e r n i t y  - The Palm w ine D r in k a rd s  C lu b . H is m is s io n  was to  

d i s s o c ia te  h im se lf  and h is  c lu b  from, and condemn th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f th e  

c u l t s  whose a c t i v i t i e s  had become n o to r io u s  on th e  cam puses.

The in te rv ie w e r  was w ell v e rse d  in  Yoruba, and he used  p ro v e rb s  and 

idiom s to  convey h is  m essages. These, (as  in  th e  v iew ing  o f th e  Yoruba 

drama) cau g h t th e  s u b je c t 's  a t t e n t io n .  I t  appea rs  th a t  in  t h i s  c o n te x t ,  

th e  words o r  co n cep ts  had d i f f e r e n t  c o n n o ta tio n s  to  th e  s u b je c t ,  th a n  

what th e  programme in te n d e d . There seemed to  be d i f f e r e n t  m agnitudes o f 

meanings to  th e  s u b je c t ,  th an  what th e  programme m eant.

The c o n n o ta tio n  o f th e  word c u l t  f o r  example r a is e d  th e  s u b j e c t 's  

eyebrow s.

S; C u l t s !  You mean th e y  have c u l t s  i n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  
le a rn in g ?
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H er own c o n c e p t  o f  c u l t  was su c h  a s  e x i s t e d  in  s o c i e t y  w h ich  

t r a d i t i o n a l l y  formed p a r t  o f th e  system  o f governance, and as  a r e s u l t  

was s e r io u s .  (R efer to  h e r  e a r l i e r  comments on c o v e n a n ts ) . Added to  

t h i s  was h e r  view o f th e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f le a rn in g  and a p la c e  fo r  young

p eo p le , who [my d ed u c tio n ] sho u ld  n o t be in v o lv ed  in  commitments o f such
-is

m agnitudes as  she th o u g h t. The s u b je c t  a t te n d e d  t h i s  segment of th e  

programme c lo s e ly .  This co u ld  have been due to  s e v e ra l  re a s o n s .

i .  The programme was in  a language she u n d ers to o d  and th e  d e l iv e ry  was 

c o n s id e re d  im p ress iv e .

i i .  The programme was focused  on th e  you th , a s u b je c t  m a tte r  which 

c o in c id e s  w ith  s u b je c t ’s i n t e r e s t s .

i i i .  The s u b je c t  was in t e r e s te d  in  news and c u r re n t  a f f a i r s  anyway.

iv .  The s u b je c t  was o th e rw ise  n o t p reo cc u p ied . There was n o th in g  e l s e  

d o ing , and she was n o t ready  to  go on h e r  o u tin g  y e t .  She was th u s  

a b le  to  g iv e  th e  programme h e r u n d iv id ed  a t te n t io n .

The fo llo w in g  accoun t i l l u s t r a t e s  th e se  p o in t s .

In  in tro d u c in g  th e  in te rv ie w , th e  in te rv ie w e r ,  had employed an idiom

which s tr u c k  a re sp o n s iv e  chord .

S: [E c h o in g  th e  p r e s e n t e r ' s  i n t r o d u c t i o n ]  When y o u r 
m asquerade perform s w e ll ,  you a re  p roud; so p a re n ts  shou ld  
be more concerned abou t t h e i r  c h i ld r e n ,  [so t h a t  th e y  can 
perform  more im p ress iv e  f e a t s  in  fu tu re ]

The segment was th e r e a f t e r  h e ra ld e d  by a perform ance, a dance ty p ic a l  o f 

th e  Palmwine D rin k ard s , w ith  a song which d e c la re d  t h e i r  s ta n d .  The song 

was f i r s t  in  Yoruba and th e n  in  P id g in  E n g lish .

T ra n s la te d  in to  E n g lish  i t  sa y s ;
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" Palmwine D rinkards c a l l  sho u ld  be heeded, 
S e c re t s o c i e t i e s  sho u ld  be h a te d .

To Palmwine D rin k ard s  I  belong ,
To P i r a te s  c o n f r a te r n i ty ,  I do n o t [b e lo n g ] ."

S u b jec t was very  re la x e d  in  w atch ing  t h i s  programme. Note t h a t  th e re  was 

l im ite d  commentary be ing  ru n  by th e  s u b je c t ,  save fo r  th e  o c c a s io n a l 

echoing  o f th e  s t r i k i n g  s ta te m e n ts .  She d id  n o t r e q u ire  any a s s is ta n c e  

in  re a d in g  t h i s  programme and d id  n o t s o l i c i t  any in t e r p r e t a t i o n .  

P o ss ib ly  because  she h e r s e l f  la ck ed  s u f f i c i e n t  ex p erien ce  on th e  m a tte r  

b e ing  d is c u s s e d , she d id  n o t o f f e r  any a p p r a i s a ls .  I t  i s  a l s o  p o s s ib le  

th a t  i t  i s  th e  n a tu re  of th e  s u b je c t ,  (as  i t  b o th e rs  on th e  o c c u l t ) ,  

t h a t  made th e  s u b je c t  c a u tio u s  in  h e r  u t te r a n c e s .  This was c e r t a in ly  th e  

p a t te r n  observed  in  th e  v iew ing  o f th e  r e l i g io u s  programme, th e  p re v io u s  

even ing . I t  i s  c e r t a in ly  no tew orthy , t h a t  s u b je c t ,  who was in  th e  h a b i t  

o f p a s s in g  rem arks, and e x p re s s in g  h e r  o p in io n s  on t h i s  o cca sio n  k ep t 

mum.

The n e x t segment o f th e  programme fe a tu re d  an announcement o f some 

schedu led  r i t u a l  w orship o f a c e r t a in  d e i ty .  S u b jec t i s  f a m i l ia r  w ith  

th e  p r a c t i c e  and o th e rs  in  th e  s a id  a re a . Ik o s i ,  th e  town in  q u e s tio n  i s  

in  Lagos s t a t e ,  th e  s t a t e  from which th e  programme o r ig in a te d .  The o th e r  

towns whose a c t i v i t i e s  she was rem inded o f by th e  announcement, were 

a ls o  towns in  Lagos s t a t e .  Yet s u b je c t  h e r s e l f  i s  r e s id e n t  in  Ogun 

s t a t e .  The lo c a t io n s  a re  a c tu a l ly  n o t f a r  away in  terras o f p ro x im ity  and 

a ls o  in  term s o f a f f i n i t y  as  they  a l l  belong  to  th e  same e th n ic  group as 

th e  s u b je c t .

I t  i s  s t i l l  ve ry  im p o rtan t to  know th a t  th e re  a re  d i s t i n c t i o n s  in  th e  

a d m in is tr a t iv e  g roup ing . The im p lic a tio n  of t h i s ,  and th e  exposure  

p a t te r n ,  became a bone o f c o n te n tio n  in  an o th e r lo c a t io n  (# 2 ), where i t
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a f f e c te d  th e  s u b je c t 's  p e rc e p tio n  of t h e i r  own s t a t e  governm ent.

The f a c t  t h a t  th o se  towns in  Lagos s t a t e  were seen  more o f te n  on th e  

sc re e n  was used  as  an in d ic a t io n  o f th e  s t r iv in g s  and concern  o f t h a t  

g o v e rn m e n t, w h i l s t  th e y  f e l t  ig n o re d  by t h e i r  own s t a t e  (Ogun) 

governm ent.

The n ex t segm ent in  th e  programme was an in te rv ie w  w ith  an e x e c u tiv e  of 

th e  Lagos B u ild in g  Investm en t C o rp o ra tio n . I t  was as  p a r t  o f th e  10th  

a n n i v e r s a r y  c e l e b r a t i o n s .  The c o r p o r a t io n  i s  a l s o  a g o v ern m en t 

p a r a s t a t a l ,  b u t i t  had n o t been id e n t i f i e d  a s  such. T h is i s  what makes 

th e  s u b j e c t 's  resp o n se  to  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  v iew ing in t e r e s t i n g .

The in te rv ie w  was l i k e  an accoun t of th e  c o r p o r a t io n 's  s te w a rd sh ip . I t  

was to  th e  r e s e a rc h e r ,  c l e a r ly  a p u b lic  r e l a t io n s  e f f o r t .  The g u e s t 

h ig h l ig h te d  th e  v a r io u s  a v a i la b le  schemes, and encouraged th e  poor to  

g e t in v o lv ed  "as government p o lic y  was to  h e lp  th e  poor o b ta in  t h e i r  own 

houses" so  t h a t  " th ey  w i l l  n o t be te n a n ts  fo r  l i f e . "  He went in to  

f u r th e r  d e t a i l s  of th e  p r e - r e q u i s i t e s  and q u a l i f ic a t io n s  and a ls o  a d v ise  

fo r  in t e r e s te d  p a r t i e s .

What i s  s t r i k i n g  i s  th e  s u b je c t 's  d is p o s i t io n  to  th e  programme, i n s p i t e  

of what co u ld  have been co n s id e re d  a d i r e c t  prompt on a " so re "  p o in t ,  on 

which she had been vehement in  e a r l i e r  in s ta n c e s .

R ath er th a n  show h e r d is p le a s u re ,  e i t h e r  in  a d is g ru n t le d ,  "h ard  -  to  -  

p le a se "  d i s p o s i t io n  tow ards th e  programme; o r in  o u t r ig h t  vehem ent 

v e rb a l e x p re s s io n  as she had been known to  do; she w atched a t t e n t i v e l y .  

What i s  more i s  th a t  she was a b le  to  ag ree  w ith  th e  lo g ic  o f th e
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sp e a k e r , and th e re b y  a c c e p t th e  m essage. The m usical c l i p  w hich fo llow ed  

th e  segm ent was an opportune tim e fo r  h e r  to  sum th e  m essage up ,and  

ex p re ss  h e r  sympathy fo r  th e  re a so n in g .

S: I f  one w ants to  b u i ld  a house a s  he s a id ,  he sho u ld  have 
f iv e  s h i l l i n g s  b e fo re  he can hope to  borrow e x t r a  f iv e  
s h i l l i n g s .  That i s  l o g i c a l . [B u t] he d id  n o t respond  to  th e  
q u e s tio n  on i n t e r e s t  r a t e s .  T hat i s  why peop le  say th ey  
s e l l  money. . . A house shou ld  be b u i l t  g ra d u a l ly ,  and
th e n  one can g e t a lo an  to  f i n i s h  i t  o f f .  I f  one g e ts  a 
lo an  from th e  o n s e t ,  one w i l l  j u s t  la n g u ish  in  d e b t.

Again th e r e  a re  d i f f e r e n t  le v e ls  embedded w ith in  s u b j e c t 's  a p p ra is a l  o f 

th e  m essage. In  h e r  n e g o t ia t io n  o f th e  m essage, she swung a g a in  from a 

mere r e p o r t  o f what she o b served , to  a v a lu e  judgement on th e  m a tte r , a 

judgem ent which was based  on h e r own p re v io u s ly  h e ld  v a lu e s .  This was 

m a n ife s ted  in  h e r  e x p a t ia t io n  of t h a t  which she had re c e iv e d  from th e  

s e t .

I t  would ap p ea r th a t  th e  non d is c lo s u r e  o f th e  co n n ec tio n , between th e  

so u rce  and th e  governm ent, c o n tr ib u te d  to  making h e r more to l e r a n t  o f 

th e  m essage.

Her su bm ission  which she made to  th e  re s e a rc h e r  was n o t d is c u s se d  o r  

f u r th e r  n e g o t ia te d  and v iew ing c o n tin u e d . The m usical c l i p  w hich was one 

o f th o se  t h a t  f a s c in a te d  h e r ,  was w atched. As u s u a l, s u b je c t  sang a lo n g  

w ith  th e  m usic . I t  was th e  same t r a c k  th a t  she had e a r l i e r  m isread , and 

which h e r  rumour m ongering custom er had r e in fo rc e d . S u b je c t was s in g in g  

o u tlo u d  w ith  co n fid e n ce , and a younger custom er, who was more com petent 

w ith  th e  r e a d i n g ,  b e in g  m ore c o n v e r s a n t  w ith  th e  c u r r e n t  m u s ic , 

o v e rh ea rd  h e r  making th e  e r r o r .  T his younger lady  had in  f a c t  been 

a t t r a c t e d  to  th e  s e t  by th e  m usic. That was what she she had come to  

w atch. She c o r re c te d  th e  s u b je c t .  Her c o r re c t io n  was confirm ed  by
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an o th e r l i t t l e  g i r l  who had a ls o  been a t t r a c t e d  to  th e  s e t  to  watch th e  

c u r re n t  fad  in  m usic.

S u b jec t d id  n o t argue and i t  appeared  th a t  she accep ted  th e  c o r r e c t io n  

g r a c e fu l ly .  She made no comments re g a rd in g  th a t ,  r a th e r ,  she e x h ib ite d  a 

knowledge o f th e  p a t te r n .

Indeed w ith  r e p e a t  exposure , some of th e  co n fu sio n  w ith in  th e  programme 

become c l e a r e r .  The p a t te r n  becomes more p re d ic ta b le  and t h i s  sometimes 

g iv e s  th e  im p ressio n  of g r e a te r  com petence.

The in c id e n ta l  group soon grew in  s iz e  as  th e  fe a tu re d  m u sica l endured . 

I t  was an a r ra y  o f th e  l a t e s t  h i t s  on th e  music scen e . As though to  

confirm  th e  tem porary n a tu re  o f t h e i r  exposure, th e  group made no 

a tte m p ts  to  be co m fo rtab le  b e fo re  th e  s e t .  They watched from a d is ta n c e .  

They a ls o  had t h e i r  comments on th e  perform ance and th e s e  to  s u b je c t 's  

h e a r in g . She th u s  was exposed to  th e  n e g o t ia t io n  of members o f a 

d i f f e r e n t  sub -  c u l tu r e .  In  o th e r  words, she p icked  up th e  e v a lu a tio n s

of v iew ers of a younger g e n e ra tio n , and t h i s  e x p la in s  h e r  f a m i l i a r i ty

w ith  some codes from which she m ight have been excluded  go ing  s t r i c t l y  

by h e r own s o c ia l  p o s i t io n .

There was a d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  co ncerns w ith in  th e  c o n s t i tu e d  view ing  

group. W hile th e  youth  focused  on a re c o g n i t io n  of th e  a r t i s t e s  and an 

e v a lu a tio n  o f t h e i r  perform ance, th e  s u b je c t  focused  on th e  w orth o f 

th e  m essage, ( in  t h i s  c a se  th e  p ra y e rs ,  a lth o u g h  a t  some o th e r  tim es i t  

was th e  id iom s, and w ise s a y in g s ) .

There was soon to  be a m eeting  o f minds as  s u b je c t drew th e  younger
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v iew ers in to  a h y p o th e tic a l  d is c u s s io n  based  on th e  rumour which had

been t r a n s m it te d  to  h e r a t  a p re v io u s  v iew ing o f one o f th e  c l i p s .  I t

was an a tte m p t to  e v a lu a te  t h e i r  own v a lu e s .

YL1: Here comes "0 L 'om ori"

YLI: Wasiu i s  j u s t  a s t r u g g le r ;  B a r r i s t e r  no lo n g e r s in g s  
w e l l .

YL2: Ayuba i s  th e  ch o ice  o f th e  y ou th .

S: T hose a r e  th e  p r a y e r f u l  [ r e f e r r i n g  t o  a s e c t  o f
C h r is t ia n s ,  th e n  echo ing  th e  m usic] . . .  A s la v e  works
t i l l  h i s  d e a th ; a t h i e f  d ie s  o f a c u rs e ; b e t r a y a l  i s
what k i l l s  f r ie n d s h ip .  . . See, see  how he co v e rs  h is
" w if e 's "  fa c e . . . [she w atches th e  perform ance some
more and th en  ask s  th e  young la d ie s ]  Can you jo in  t h i s  
group of perfo rm ers?

YL: [Contem ptuously] Me?

S: I  h e a r  t h e i r  fe e  i s  5 bags o f money [That i s  one
thousand  n a ira ]

YL: I ' l l  go th e n . I f  you go tw ice  th en  y o u 'l l  r e s t .  [ i . e .
d e s i s t ]

S: So can  you dance l i k e  th a t?

YL: Why n o t?  I s  i t  n o t th e se  s te p s ?

S; I f  you t r y  i t ,  y o u 'l l  end up in  th e  h o s p i ta l  w ard.

YL: No, n o t me! But you know F u ji  i s  what we dance in
Sagamu. [ th a t  i s ,  F u ji  d ancing  i s  n o t a l i e n  to  them, 
r a th e r  i t  i s  t h e i r  s to c k  in  t r a d e . ]

S u b jec t sw itch ed  back to  focus on te l e v i s i o n  which was th e n  h e ra ld in g  an 

Egun language programme. The mere m ention o f th e  programme t i t l e  was a 

tu rn  o f f  f o r  th e  s u b je c t  and she d id  n o t mask t h i s  a t  a l l .

Though Egun language i s  one lo c a l  in  th e  s t a t e ,  i t  i s  n o t a language 

th a t  she  u n d ers to o d , hence h e r  im m ediate re sp o n se . Her r e a c t io n  was no 

d i f f e r e n t  from h e r re sp o n se  to  o th e r  " fo re ig n "  programmes. There was a 

to n e  o f i r r i t a t i o n  in  h e r  v o ic e .

248



S: "Mi Yon Mi De" Oh no! here they come now.

D esp ite  th e  rem ark, she w atched th e  dance. The drama was i n i t i a l l y  

shunned, b u t s u b je c t  soon s t a r t e d  re a d in g  th e  p ic tu r e s ,  even though she 

d id  n o t u n d e rs ta n d  th e  language . A young c h i ld ,  who was hawking mangoes 

a ls o  s topped  to  w atch th e  programme. He d id  n o t u n d e rs tan d  th e  language 

as  w e ll ,  so he l i k e  th e  s u b je c t ,  was re a d in g  th e  p ic tu r e s .  The scene to  

which t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  was a t t r a c t e d ,  was one th a t  i s  f a m i l i a r  to  them, 

b o th  in  r e a l i t y  [ fo r  th e  s u b je c t  a t  l e a s t ]  and a ls o  from th e  Yoruba 

dramas on t e l e v i s i o n .  I t  i s  th e  scene  of an I f  a p r i e s t  r e c e iv in g  a 

client for consultation. The client i s  deformed; with a bad leg. Subject 
w atched and in te r p r e te d  what she had seen . She th e re b y  e x h ib i te d  a 

knowledge o f th e  p r a c t i s e  t h a t  was p o r tra y e d .

8: He i s  e x p la in in g  what i t  i s ,  t h a t  i s  wrong to  th e  I f  a 
p r i e s t .

T his indeed  i s  t r u e ,  and though th e  s u b je c t  can s u c c e s s fu l ly  i n t e r p r e t  

th e  g e n e ra l d r i f t  o f th e  a c t io n ,  based  on th e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f s im i la r  

codes, she  i s  f r u s t r a t e d  by th e  i n a c c e s s ib i l i t y  of th e  more s p e c i f i c  

codes, that is th e  words.

Viewing co n tin u e d  in  s i le n c e  u n t i l  custom er came in .  By t h i s  tim e, th e  

s u b je c t  had d r i f t e d  to  s le e p ,  in  th e  co u rse  o f th e  " q u ie t"  v iew ing , and 

th e  h e a t  o f th e  h o t a f te rn o o n  sun . Viewing on ly  resumed w ith  th e  a r r i v a l  

o f th e  custom er who drew a t t e n t i o n  once ag a in  to  th e  s e t .

C ustom er: We c a n 't  even u n d e rs tan d  t h i s  one; i t ' s  in  Egun.

S: But th o se  Egun a re  w icked peop le!

C ustom er: How do you know?

S: D o n 't you see  how th e  woman p re se n te d  th e  bowl o f w ater?
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Customer: What about that? What are they doing now?

S: They have c a r r i e d  t h a t  man away because they  know he i s  
s tro n g e r  th a n  t h i s . . .

What i s  most in t e r e s t i n g  in  t h i s  p o r t io n  of th e  view ing i s  th e  way th e  

p a r t i a l  re a d in g  i s  f u e l l e d  by p re ju d ic e  and s te re o ty p e . Her re a d in g  was 

r e s t r i c t e d  by h e r  e x p e rie n c e  o f th e  v i s u a l i s e d  s u b je c t  m a tte r .  That she 

lacked  acc ess  to  th e  v e rb a l is e d  s to ry ,  which cou ld  have e x p la in e d  th e  

p o s i t io n  tak en  w ith in  th e  programme, th u s  compounded th e  problem ; 

cau s in g  a g r e a te r  r e l i a n c e  on th e  s te re o ty p e s ,  as she a tte m p te d  to  make 

meaning o f th e  p e rc e iv e d  v i s u a l s .

There was a b reak  in  tra n s m is s io n  fo r  about a m inute and t h i s  proved to  

be adequate  tim e fo r  th e  s u b je c t  to  go r ig h t  back to  s le e p .  T his tim e , 

h e r  s le e p  was d e te rm in ed ; she a c tu a l ly  lay  in  th e  bed and s l e p t , l e a v in g  

r e s e a rc h e r  to  keep an eye on th e  shop. The mango s e l l e r  a ls o  took  a cue 

from th e  b reak  in  tra n s m is s io n  and l e f t .  The aud ience had d is p e rs e d  by 

th e  tim e th e  programme was resum ed in  about a m inute. The s e t  was l e f t  

on, b u t n o t w atched.

The s u b je c t 's  nap was d is tu rb e d  only  by th e  u p ro ar from th e  main house 

as  a g i r l  was b e in g  sc o ld e d . The o th e r  occupan ts of th e  house q u ic k ly  

assem bled, " jo in e d  t h e i r  v o ic e s"  to  admonish th e  g i r l ,  p la c a te  th e  

ag g riev ed  and th ey  soon d is p e rs e d . T h is tim e , s u b je c t  d id  n o t resume 

v iew ing . R ath er she g o t ready  to  a t te n d  an "unavo idab le"  commitment. 

R esearcher was th e re f o r e  ta k e n  to  th e  o th e r  communal v iew ing  room.

Group Viewing

I t  was th e  s i t t i n g  room u p s t a i r s .  Because o f i t ' s  lo c a t io n ,  i t  was more 

r e s t r i c t i v e  in  g ra n tin g  a c c e ss  to  th e  s e t .  That n o tw ith s ta n d in g , th e re
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was a f a i r l y  la rg e  crowd o f v iew ers assem bled  when th e re  was a programme 

o f i n t e r e s t .  T h is was n o t d i f f i c u l t ,  w ith  th e  number o f r e s id e n t s  in  th e  

house, and t h e i r  f r ie n d s .  The s i z e  of th e  crowd was very  com parable to  

th a t  in  th e  e x te r io r  lo c a t io n .  The f a c t  t h a t  i t  was a more co m fo rtab le  

p la c e  to  view, c o n s id e r in g  th e r e  was s e a t in g  sp ace , a l s o  made i t  

a t t r a c t i v e .

The main d if f e r e n c e  between b o th  lo c a t io n s  was r e a l l y  in  th e  ea se  w ith

which u n fa m ilia r  p a s se rs -b y  cou ld  s to p  to  w atch. Such p a s s e rs -b y  were

in v a r ia b ly  c h i ld re n .  U sua lly  th e  a d u l ts  would have f i r s t  been a t t r a c t e d  

fo r  o th e r  re a so n s ; to  make a pu rch ase  fo r  exam ple.

Viewing was more re la x e d  in  t h i s  lo c a t io n .  There was ad equa te  room fo r

a l l  to  s i t^  even i f  i t  meant t h a t  th e  c h i ld re n  s a t  on th e  c a rp e t ,  to  

make room fo r  th e  a d u l ts .

When o b se rv a tio n  commenced, th e re  was a group o f young men (aged abou t 

(17 to  20) in  th e  lo c a t io n .  They were th e  p r in c e s  and t h e i r  f r i e n d s .  

Some o f th e se  f r ie n d s  were go ing  in  and o u t.  They a l l  seemed com ple te ly  

unconcerned w ith  what was b e in g  t r a n s m it te d  even though th e  s e t  was on. 

I t  had been l e f t  on by th e  group o f v iew ers  who had w atched one o f th e  

e a r l i e r  dram as. They were more concerned  w ith  t h e i r  lo o k s , and i t  

appeared  they  were p re p a rin g  fo r  a S a tu rd ay  evening  o u tin g . I t  was in  

t h i s  mood th a t  they  a t te n d e d  to  th e  m u sica l v ideo  which came on. I t  

caught t h e i r  a t t e n t io n .

They were c r i t i c a l  in  t h e i r  r e c e p t io n  o f th e  perform ance. They were n o t 

j u s t  w atch ing , even though i t  was m usic; they  were e v a lu a tin g  th e  

l y r i c s ,  as  w e ll as th e  dance , and th e  p e rfo rm e rs , d e s p i te  th e  f a c t  t h a t
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t h e i r  i n i t i a l  v iew ing was r e a l l y  no more th a n  th e  in c id e n ta l  g la n c e . The 

q u e r ie s  r a is e d  however made th e  group pay more d e ta i le d  a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  

s e t  fo r  th e  p e r io d  th a t  th e  m usical c l i p  was on.

YM1: These peop le  d o n 't  have songs to  s in g  anymore; th ey  ju s t
p la y  [ th e  in s tru m e n ts ]  fo r  so long  to  w aste tim e .

YM2: Well b u t th ey  d id  dance h e re .

YM3: Are th e se  n o t th e  same g i r l s  who danced f o r  Salawa?

The group d is p e rs e d  r i g h t  a f t e r  th e  focus o f  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  was tak en

o f f  th e  s c re e n .

A nother crowd made up o f members o f d i f f e r e n t  h o u seh o ld s , r e s id e n t  

w ith in  th e  c o u r ts ,  was c o n s t i tu te d .  The c o n s t i tu t i o n  was d e l ib e r a t e .  A 

few p eo p le , m ainly c h i ld re n  and one young m other were th e  f i r s t  to  

r e p o r t  to  aw a it a programme which they  knew would be coming on. The 

i n i t i a l  group summoned th e  o th e r  p a r t i e s  who were known to  be in t e r e s te d  

in  th e  v iew ing , b u t who had t a r r i e d  beh in d . Some o f th e s e  had gone to  

th e  m arket, and one who was a n u rs in g  m other who was s le e p in g .  The 

n a tu re  o f th e  summons i s  ag a in  i n t e r e s t i n g  in  th a t  i t  was th e  l i t t l e  

c h i ld re n  who h e ra ld e d  th e  programme. In  in s ta n c e s  w ere th ey  were e i t h e r  

to o  slow o r  in a c c u ra te ,  th e  o ld e r  ones, in c lu d in g  th e  a d u l ts  cou ld  shou t 

o u t to  th e  p e r s o n ( s ) . In  doing t h i s ,  o th e rs  f o r  whom th e  summons had n o t 

been in te n d e d , a ls o  ov erh ea rd  and th u s  became aware o f ,  o r  were rem inded 

o f th e  programme. The programme was a Yoruba drama.

In  no tim e th e  s i t t i n g  room was so f u l l  t h a t  th e re  was n o t enough space 

to  s i t  in .  The c h i ld re n  were made to  s i t  on th e  c a r p e t .  They were in  th e  

m a jo r i ty .  There were 6 a d u l ts  in  th e  group; in c lu d in g  one man who was a 

s e c u r i t y  g u a rd  on n ig h t  d u ty .  T hese  w ere  th e  p e o p le  who s ta y e d
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th ro u g h o u t th e  d u ra tio n  of th e  programme. Some o th e rs  came in  and o u t 

d u rin g  v iew in g . In  a d d i t io n ,  th e re  were 8 c h i ld re n  o f v a ry in g  ages 

in c lu d in g  2 to d d le r s .

The group was d iv e rs e  in  th e  e th n ic  backgrounds, b u t th e y  a l l  u n d ers to o d  

Yoruba ( in  v a ry in g  deg rees  o f com petence).

In  th e  drama programme which came on. someone was b e reav ed . There was a 

l o t  of n o is e .  There was a l o t  o f n o is e  from th e  group a s  w e ll ,  which 

cou ld  have made i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  c o n c e n tra te . The v iew ing  was th u s  

i n i t i a l l y  rowdy, e s p e c ia l ly  w ith  th e  r e s t l e s s  c h i ld re n  who were c ry in g  

fo r  a t t e n t i o n .  The c h i ld re n  had to  be s e t t l e d  fo r  th e  group to  en joy  th e  

programme. R ath er th a n  m iss th e  view ing ex p erien ce  in  a t te n d in g  to  h e r  

c h i ld ,  th e  m other had a t  f i r s t  igno red  th e  c h i ld .  Even when th e  c h i ld r e n  

had a l l  been s e t t l e d ,  th e re  was s t i l l  th e  problem of th o se  making sm all 

t a lk ,  whose c h a t t e r  amounted to  o c c a s io n a l d i s t r a c t io n s  to  th e  v iew ing .

T his s o r t  of c h a t t e r  was i n t e r j e c t e d  w ith  TV r e la te d  c o n v e rs a t io n s .  The 

"keen" v ie w e rs , t r i e d  to  m a in ta in  some o rd e r . The c h i ld r e n  in  d e fe re n c e  

to  th e  e l d e r s ,  and so m etim es  in  a b id  to  c o n c e n t r a t e ,  w ere  

in t e r m i t t e n t ly  q u ie te n e d . A ll th e  v ie w ers , i r r e s p e c t iv e  o f t h e i r  ages 

c o n tr ib u te d  to  an on go ing  commentary. These should  n o t be seen  as  mere 

d i s t r a c t i o n s .  They se rv ed  s e v e ra l  pu rposes w ith in  th e  g roup .

The comments drew a t t e n t io n  o f a d ig re s s in g  segment of th e  group back to  

th e  programme. I t  th u s  m a in ta in ed  th e  d e c la re d  reaso n  f o r  th e  g a th e r in g .  

For some, th e  d e c la re d  rea so n  o f th e  g a th e r in g  was n o t th e  re a so n  f o r  

t h e i r  p re se n c e . They had m erely  a tte n d e d  so as n o t to  be l e f t  o u t;  to  be 

s o c ia l  and n o t a lo n e , hence th e  making o f sm all t a lk  t h a t  was t o t a l l y
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unrelated to the purpose of gathering.

A nother pu rpose  se rv ed  by th e  comments i s  th a t  i t  h e lp ed  th e  d i s t r a c te d  

to  c a tc h  up on th e  happenings w ith in  th e  programme. In  do ing  t h i s ,  th e r e  

was th e  tendency  fo r  th e  re a d in g  to  become converged . The group was

re a d in g  th rough  p a r t i c u l a r  in d iv id u a ls  and as th e se  views were b e in g  

re p o r te d , any d is c re p a n c ie s  in  th e  o th e r  in d iv id u a l  re a d in g s  were

" iro n ed "  o u t.

The programme was abou t a woman who was su c c e s s fu l b u t was se p a ra te d  

from h e r  husband. The d au g h te r  had t r i e d  to  t a lk  h e r  mother in to  a

r e c o n c i l i a t io n  w ith  h e r  f a th e r  and had suggested  th a t  h e r  m o th e r 's

w ea lth  was r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  h e r  p r id e .  She th re a te n e d  to  move back to  

l i v e  w ith  h e r  f a th e r ,  i f  th e  m other was to  be u n y ie ld in g . This was to  

deny th e  m other o f h e r  company. There were v o ic es  from th e  aud ience 

which ex p ressed  t h e i r  im p atien ce  w ith  th e  woman. T his was n o t on ly  on 

account o f th e  v e rb a l is e d  s to ry  l i n e ,  b u t a ls o  on accoun t of th e  woman's 

"ex cesses"  in  h e r  r e l a t i o n  to  h e r  d a u g h te r . There was lik e w ise  an

o b se rv a tio n  o f th e  d a u g h te r 's  " e x c e s se s " . These view s ex p ressed  a

re c o g n it io n  o f c o n t ra d ic t io n s  to  a c c e p ta b le  b eh av io u r. At t h i s  p o in t  

th e re  was r a p t  a t t e n t io n  in  th e  programme.

When th e  woman's m other a r r iv e d  w ith  much fa n fa re ,  she stum bled and

f e l l .  A lthough i t  was am using, i t  took  one p e r s o n 's  la u g h te r  to  s e t  th e

e n t i r e  group la u g h in g . The amusement was s h o r t  -  l iv e d  as  th e  s e v e r i ty  

o f th e  f a l l  soon dawned on th e  au d ien ce . In  th e  programme, th e  o ld  woman 

had d ie d .

L ike th e  au d ien ce , i t  to o k  th e  woman a w h ile  to  r e a l i s e  th a t  th e  woman
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had d ie d  and th a t  h e r  e f f o r t s  to  h e lp  were in  v a in . Her i n i t i a l  p an ic  

gave way to  w a ilin g , and h e r  w a ilin g  gave way to  a lam ent o f her 

s i t u a t io n .  T his sequence a t t r a c t e d  a s o l i t a r y  la u g h te r  from th e  aud ience 

b u t d id  n o t endure . T his tim e , no one took  th e  th e  b a i t .  The amused 

p erso n  s t i f l e d  th e  la u g h te r ,  a s  th e  g ro u p 's  p o s i t io n  on th e  m a tte r , 

though n o t v e rb a l ly  ex p re ssed , became o b v io u s . The group was q u ie t  to  

th e  p o in t  o f b e in g  sober a s  th e  woman lam ented h e r  s i t u a t io n  and 

n a r r a te d  a l l  h e r  r e g r e t s .  The frame was faded  to  a n o th e r , which showed 

th e  s to ry  -  t e l l e r ,  h ig h l ig h t in g  th e  m orale o f th e  s to ry  to  h is  

au d ien ce .

Except fo r  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  TV au d ien ce  was s e t  was in  an e x te r io r  

l o c a t i o n ,  t h e r e  was a s t r i k i n g  re s e m b la n c e  b e tw een  th e  r e c o rd e d  

au d ien ce , and th e  observed  r e a l i t y  in  t h i s  lo c a t io n .  Indeed  i t  looked 

and f e l t  l i k e  an e x te n s io n  o f th e  TV s i t u a t i o n .  The re sp o n ses  to  th e  

s to ry  - t e l l e r ' s  q u e s tio n s  were s im i la r .

The form at seemed to  encourage and d i r e c t  th e  p a r t i c ip a t io n  o f th e  

v iew ing au d ien ce . The v iew ing aud ience  re c o g n ise d  th e  perfo rm ing  group, 

th e  c h a ra c te r s ,  and th e  form at and th ey  "flow ed" w ith  them.

In  sum m arising th e  s to ry ,  th e  s to ry  - t e l l e r  j u s t i f i e d  th e  tr e n d  o f th e  

s to ry .  He ended by p u l l in g  th e  in d iv id u a l  members of h is  im m ediate and 

ex tended  au d ien ce , in to  a d i r e c t  d ia lo g u e , by o f f e r in g  ad v ice  and 

p ra y e rs  which they  re c e iv e d  p e r s o n a l ly .  T h is , way each v iew er i s  gu ided  

in to  a "c lo sed "  re a d in g  of th e  p ro d u c e r 's  in te n t io n .  Even when th e  

view er does n o t ag ree , what was in te n d e d  i s  c l e a r .  In  f a c t  th e re  i s  a 

d i r e c t  encouragem ent fo r  th e  v iew er to  em path ise  w ith  th e  p re se n te d  

s i t u a t io n  a t  th e  p o in t  where th e  p ra y e rs  o r co u n se l i s  ex p re ssed , no t to
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a faceless audience, but to the individual members who are present.

The programme was rounded o f f  w ith  a eu logy  o f th e  s to ry  -  t e l l e r ,  and 

h i s  w ives, as  th ey  danced to  a t r a d i t i o n a l  b e a t .  T h is i s  th e  norm al 

manner in  which th e  programme c lo se d . A lthough they  had seen  t h i s  

c lo s in g  s e v e ra l  tim es , i t  s t i l l  engaged v ie w e rs ' a t t e n t io n .

I t  was o n ly  a t  t h i s  t im e  t h a t  t h e  g ro u p  resum ed  t h e i r  n o rm al 

c o n v e rs a tio n . They had been on t h e i r  guard  th rough  th e  v iew ing  o f th e  

l a s t  p o r t io n  o f th e  programme.

T h e i r  c o n v e r s a t io n  was a d i s c u s s i o n  o f t h e i r  e v a l u a t i o n  o f th e  

perfo rm ance; th e  dance; r e a l  l i f e  e x p e rie n c e s  of members o f th e  group. 

T his le d  to  a d is c u s s io n  on th e  s p l i n t e r  group, i t ' s  perform ance, and 

su b se q u e n tly , th e  d is c u s s io n  a r r iv e d  a t  th e  a p p ra is a l  o f th e  s t a t i o n s '  

s c h e d u le . T h is  se rv ed  as a rem inder o f what e l s e  to  ex p ec t in  term s of 

i n t e r e s t i n g  programmes. The d is c u s s io n  se rv ed  as  a forum where an 

incom peten t v iew er i s  a s s i s t e d  in  making sense  o f th e  programme. I t  i s  

in t e r e s t i n g  th a t  th e re  i s  an em phasis on t h e i r  view o f th e  programme as 

a perfo rm ance. Y et, from t h e i r  re sp o n se , th ey  a ls o  r e a d i ly  see  i t  a s  a 

r e f l e c t i o n  o f  r e a l i t y .  I t  was a perform ance which h e lp ed  them widen 

t h e i r  scope on th e  goings on in  s o c ie ty .  As a r e s u l t ,  th e y  were p rep a red  

to  le a r n  from i t .

The d i s c u s s i o n  w h ich  fo l lo w e d  th e  v ie w in g  d is c o u r a g e d  a c o m p le te  

d i s in t e r g e r a t io n  o f th e  group in  t h i s  lo c a t io n .  R ather th a n  th e  d is p e r s e  

a s  th e  g roup a t  th e  shop d id , th e  c o n v iv ia l i ty  e x i s t in g  among t h i s  group 

meant some o f them cou ld  s ta y  on to  c h a t .  As a r e s u l t ,  th o se  who were 

n o t p re  -  occup ied , were p re v a i le d  upon to  s ta y ,  and w atch som ething
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e ls e

As one th in g  le d  to  a n o th e r , th e  a n t ic ip a te d  programme met them a t  th e  

s e t .  Those who had had o th e r  th in g s  to  do, were summoned to  th e  s e t  fo r  

th e  a n t ic ip a te d  programme.

The s ig n a ls  o f th e  programme were very  p o o r. While some were p re p a re d  to  

endure and w atch i t  a s  i t  was, some were n o t p rep ared  to  do so . They 

p r e f e r r e d  to  seek  a n o th e r  o p tio n . The d e c is io n  was a v e to  from th e  

o ld e s t  member o f th e  v iew ing  group.

T his argum ent on ch o ice  was on ly  because someone in  th e  group knew th a t  

th e re  was an a l t e r n a t i v e .  Even though i t  was a l e s s  fav o u red  programme 

- an " o ld ie s "  s ty l e  m u s ic a l, i t  was s e le c te d ,  because th e  r e c e p t io n  was 

c le a r e r  on t h a t  s t a t i o n .  The programme was n o t w atched w ith  any deg ree  

o f s e r io u s n e s s .  I t  was more o f ambience th a n  an y th in g  e l s e .  The group 

th u s  g ra d u a l ly  d i s in t e r g r a te d .

Those who were l e f t  b e fo re  th e  s e t  engaged in  p u r s u i ts  t h a t  were in  no 

way r e l a t e d  to  v iew ing . B efore long , th e  c h i ld re n  had th e  s e t  to  

th em se lv es , and they  p la y ed  around w ith  th e  v a r io u s  ch an n e ls  u n t i l  th e y  

found a programme a c c e p ta b le  to  a l l .  The group reconvened . a l l  t h i s  

took  abou t 2 h o u rs . In  t h a t  p e r io d , th e  c h i ld r e n ’s v iew ing  was n o t 

m on ito red  even by th e  a d u l t  who was p r e s e n t .  I t  was as  though th ey  were 

n o t th e r e .  Yet th e  a d u l t  was in  th e  same room w ith  them.

The s e le c t io n  o f th e  new programme had been inform ed by someone who was 

exposed to  a n o th e r  s e t .  Having overheard  an " in te r e s t in g  programme" from 

an o th e r s e t ,  th e  c h i ld  had h u r r ie d  to  inform  th o se  in  h e r  own domain
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th a t  th e r e  was som ething w orth  w atching  b e in g  t ra n s m itte d .

The programme was a n o th e r  drama p re s e n te d  by a known comedy group. I t  

was n o is y . There was a squ ab b le  over a woman. The woman had been 

"caught"  by h e r  husband a f t e r  a long  h i s to r y  of i n f i d e l i t y .  I t  tu rn e d  ;

o u t th a t  one o f th e  "peacem akers" was th e  a c tu a l  c u l p r i t  (and h i s  two |

f r ie n d s  were acc o m p lice s ) . A lthough t h i s  was unknown to  th e  h u s b a n d ,i t  

was exposed to  th e  a u d ien ce . The same group o f men, succeeded in  conning 

an o ld  woman about t h e i r  i d e n t i t y ,  and she e n te r ta in e d  them, even took  î

them in  fo r  th e  n ig h t .  L a te r  on in  th e  m iddle of th e  n ig h t ,  one o f them, i

unknown to  th e  o th e r  two, ra id e d  th e  l e f to v e r  food. They had a l l  e a r l i e r  

on re fu s e d  th e  p le a s  o f th e  o ld  lady  to  e a t  some more. ;

The drama th a t  ensued was th e  a tte m p t to  u n rav e l th e  m ystery  (a s  th e r e  I
■ ' t

was no v o lu n ta ry  c o n fe s s io n ) . The s u sp e c ts  were made to  swear b e fo re  a |

r i v e r ,  w ith  th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  th e  r i v e r  d e i ty  would re v e a l th e  c u l p r i t .  Î

A lthough th e  programme was a r e p e a t ,  i t  was watched w ith  keen i n t e r e s t .

One cou ld  h e a r  a p in  d rop  as th e  suspense  grew.

One o f  th e  a d u l t s  in  th e  g ro u p  r e c o g n is e d  th e  program m e a s  a 

d ra m a tis a t io n  o f a p o p u la r  f o lk  t a l e  t h a t  she had known a s  a c h i ld .

Because th e  programme was a r e  -  ru n , th e re  was sc reen  s id e  com m entatary 

p r e d ic t in g  each  a c t .  T h is  d id  n o t seem to  a f f e c t  a p p re c ia t io n  fo r  th e  

programme.

Some s t r i k i n g  u t te r a n c e s  w ith in  th e  programme were o c c a s io n a lly  re p e a te d  

as  though acknow ledging r e c o g n i t io n ,  o r  sometimes fo r  a s s im i la t io n .

Examples o f such were names o f known p la c e s ,  o r f a m i l ia r  id iom s. A ll
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these contributed to the reading of the programme.

There was v e rb a l is e d  e x p re s s io n  of t h e i r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f th e  codes 

employed in  th e  programme. The aud ien ce  was f a m i l ia r  enough w ith  th e  ià

p r a c t ic e s  be ing  p o r tra y e d , and were n o t confused  by th e  l im i ta t io n s  

imposed by th e  p ro d u c tio n  p ro c e s s .

R: What i s  th e  n o is e  in  th e  background?

Though t h i s  programme was acknowledged a s  a comedy, i t  appeared  to  have 

been a tte n d e d  w ith  g r e a t  s e r io u s n e s s . There was n o t much by th e  way o f 

d is c u s s io n  o f th e  programme c o n te n t in  t h i s  v iew ing s i t u a t i o n .  I t  co u ld  

have been because  th e  s u b je c t  m a tte r  even th e  p r e s e n ta t io n  o f i t  was 

s u f f i c i e n t ly  f a m i l ia r ,  t h a t  i t  d id  n o t w a rra n t much ado.

The programme ended on a n o te  o f r e l i e f ,  w ith  ex h o n e ra tio n  o f th e  two 

in n o cen t men, and th e  r i d i c u l e  o f th e  unmasked c u l p r i t .  The group 

appeared  s a t i s f i e d  by th e  e x p e rie n c e , ex cep t fo r  th e  c h i ld r e n  whose 

m others had d e lay ed  se rv in g  t h e i r  m eals u n t i l  th e  v iew ing  was concluded .
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A: They a re  f ig h t in g  amongst th e m se lv es , t r y in g  to  id e n t i f y
th e  c u l p r i t .  I t ' s  th e  g u i l ty  one th a t  i s  most vehement J
say in g , had he e v e r been accused  o f s te a l in g ? "

R: I s  i t  th e se  grown men she i s  c a l l i n g  boys?

A: W ell, sh e  i s  a c t i n g  th e  p a r t  o f  an o ld  woman.

P o ss ib ly  th e  most s t r i k i n g  f e a tu r e  o f t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  v iew ing , i s  th e  

manner and speed  w ith  which an a lm ost empty s i t t i n g  room g o t f i l l e d  up 

a t  th e  in s ta n c e  o f a Yoruba programme. In  a d d i t io n  to  th e  e f f e c t s  of th e  

d e l ib e r a te  summons by th e  d is c o v e re r  o f a programme, th e  programme, 

indeed  th e  view ing was u s u a l ly  loud  enough to  a t t r a c t  a c u r io u s  crowd to  

i t s e l f .



As th e  v iew ing  concluded, th e  m others , who had p u t t h e i r  c h i ld re n  "on 

h o ld " , h u r r ie d  o f f  to  a t te n d  to  them. A nother s e t  o f p e o p le , s ta y e d  on 

to  watch what e l s e  was coming on. They found an o th e r Yoruba programme 

and in s te a d  o f d is p e rs in g , v iew ing  c o n tin u e d  a lth o u g h  th e  c o n s t i tu t i o n  

o f th e  g roup had changed.

T his tim e , th e  group was m ainly c h i ld r e n .  T h is c o n s t i tu t i o n  seemed to  

have been  in f lu e n c e d  by th e  tim e o f day . The a d u l ts ,  and even th e  o ld e r  

c h i ld r e n  were engaged w ith  o th e r  c h o re s . What i s  im p o rtan t however i s  

th e  i l l u s t r a t i o n  of th e  co n tin u o u s  flow  o f an au d ien ce  b e fo re  th e  

s c re e n . The notew orthy p o in t  i s  th e  f a c t  t h a t ,  th e  au d ien ce  was n o t

s t a t i c ,  b u t dynam ic. I t  i s  n o t on ly  a v a r ie ty  of programming th a t  flow s

a c ro ss  th e  TV sc re e n , in  some c a s e s , th e  a u d ie n c e (s )  b e fo re  a p a r t i c u l a r  

s e t  may be v a r ie d  and t a c t i l e .

In  t h i s  lo c a t io n ,  c e r t a in  p r a c t ic e s  re g a rd in g  th e  b eh av io u r o f a v iew ing 

group em erged. These a re  r e l a t e d  to  th e  p ro c e ss  o f s e l e c t in g  a programme 

f o r  v iew ing . I t  appears t h a t  in  t h i s  c o n te x t,  age was a c r i t e r i a  in  

d e te rm in in g  whose op in io n  c o u n ts . P re fe re n c e s  may be e x p re sse d  by a l l ,  

b u t th e  group d e fe rs  to  th e  e l d e r 's  c h o ic e .

O ther f a c to r s  th a t  come in to  c o n s id e ra tio n  in c lu d e

i .  th e  a v a i la b le  programme o p tio n s

i i .  number o f p rev io u s  exposures to ,  th e  same m a te r ia l .

i i i .  th e  fo rm at and co n te n t o f th e  programm e(s)

iv .  d u ra t io n  of th e  programme in  r e l a t i o n  to  co n s id e re d  a v a i la b le  f r e e  

tim e .

260



I t  i s  r a r e  in  t h i s  t r a d i t i o n a l  s e t t i n g  fo r  th e  e ld e r  to  d e f e r  to  th e  

p re fe re n c e  o f th e  y o u n g ste rs  excep t th e y  a re  convinced th a t  such  c h o ic e s  

were b e t t e r .  The o th e r  ex ce p tio n s  would be i f  a t  th a t  tim e , th ey  a re  n o t 

in t e r e s te d  in  w atching  TV a t  a l l .  There i s  s t i l l  th e  o r ie n t a t i o n  of 

c h i ld r e n  b e in g  seen  b u t n o t h ea rd .

P ro longed , o r  p r o tr a c te d  argum ents which ten d  to  be r e p e t i t i v e  in  n a tu re  

were o b served  so u rces  o f  lo s s  of i n t e r e s t  in  programmes. This i s  

im p o rtan t because in  th e  f i r s t  in s ta n c e ,  th e  c o n s t i tu t i o n  o f th e  g roup , 

showed th a t  th ey  were a t te n d in g  th e  programme w ith  a h ig h  d eg ree  of 

co n sc io u s d e te rm in a tio n . In  s p i t e  of t h a t ,  they  s t i l l  g e t  tu rn e d  o f f .  

What th ey  do n o t do, i s  sw itch  th e  s e t  o f f .  The r e c o g n i t io n  o f a 

re p u te d , o r favou red  t a l e n t  o f te n  i n j e c t s  i n t e r e s t  in to  th e  on - go ing  

programme. Thus when i n t e r e s t  i s  waning, a r e c o g n it io n  o f such  a t a l e n t  

h e lp s  to  s u s ta in  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  programme. I n t e r e s t  in  a  p e r s o n a l i ty ,  

th u s  a id s  th e  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  programme.

The f a c t  t h a t  a programme i s  a r e p e a t ,  does n o t seem to  reduce  th e  

e n te r ta in m e n t v a lu e  fo r  t h i s  group.

The g ro u p  d i s p e r s e d  a t  th e  end o f  th e  v ie w in g  a s  t h e r e  was no 

a n t ic ip a t io n  o f any o th e r  programme f o r  th e  day. Because th e  r e s e a r c h e r  

was s t i l l  around th e  s e t  was l e f t  on b u t th e re  was no one who showed any 

i n t e r e s t  in  i t .  The f a c t  th a t  they  had a l l  gone t h e i r  v a r io u s  ways, and 

were n o t w ith in  v iew ing ran g e , meant t h a t  th e re  was no room fo r  any 

in c id e n ta l  v iew ing . O bse rv a tio n  ended a t  about 7. 00 p.m . and th e

s u b je c t  had s t i l l  no t re tu rn e d  from h e r  o u tin g .
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Day 7

O b serv a tio n  began b e fo re  noon. The s e t  had on ly  been sw itch ed  on, on th e

a r r i v a l  of th e  r e s e a rc h e r .  The programme th a t  was b e in g  shown was a

t r a d i t i o n a l  game (Ayo) . I t  was a Yoruba programme. Ayo i s  a form o f 

board  game. I t  i s  e n te r ta in in g  in  th e  way i t  i s  p layed , in  t h a t  though

th e re  a re  on ly  two p la y e rs  a t  a tim e , th e  group which ty p i c a l l y  g a th e rs

around them, p i tc h  t h e i r  camps and poke fun a t  th e  opponents and what 

th ey  s ta n d  f o r .

In  t h i s  programme, th e  p la y e r s  were from d i f f e r e n t  tow ns, and th a t  in  

i t s e l f  was c a tc h y , p ro v id in g  a n o th e r  p o in t  w ith  which th e  c h e e r  le a d e r s  

cou ld  id e n t i f y  w ith . Though she ex p re ssed  an i n t e r e s t  in  th e  programme, 

s u b je c t  d id  n o t im m ediately  s e t t l e  down to  w atch. R ather she  went abou t 

h e r  b u s in e s s  of a rra n g in g  h e r  s to c k  fo r  th e  new week. The o th e r  women in  

th e  house seemed to  be p re p a r in g  f o r  th e  week as w e ll .  There were 

s e v e ra l  peop le  engaged in  washing and c le a n in g . Some o th e rs  were sim ply  

ab se n t from home; they  had gone v i s i t i n g .  The programme th u s  went 

la rg e ly  ig n o red  in  t h i s  c o n te x t .

I t  i s  im p o rtan t however to  n o te  t h a t  i t  was w ith in  e a r s h o t  and th e r e  

were o c c a s io n a l g lan ces  a t  th e  s e t  e s p e c ia l ly  when p ro v o c a tiv e  comments 

were made.

The n e x t programmes which came up were f i r s t  a C h r is t i a n  r e l i g io u s

programme, and th e n  a S c ien ce  programme. S u b jec t d id  n o t show th e

s l i g h t e s t  i n t e r e s t .  At some p o in t  she ex p ressed  h er u t t e r  d i s i n t e r e s t .

S: A fte r  you l e f t  y e s te rd a y , I  d id  n o t want to  sw itch  i t  on.
In  f a c t  had you n o t come to d ay , I  would no t have sw itch ed  
i t  on. I t ' s  too  much tro u b le  f o r  me. I  am t i r e d .
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T his i s  an in t e r e s t in g  r e v e la t io n  in  t h a t  i t  c o n t ra d ic ts  th e  p a t te r n  

which th e  s u b je c t  had e a r l i e r  on in  th e  week d e sc r ib e d  as h e r  v iew ing  

p a t t e r n .  The o u tin g  th e  p re v io u s  day had l e f t  h e r to o  exhausted  to  be 

in t e r e s te d  in  t e l e v i s io n .  Note t h a t  much of t e le v is io n  view ing fo r  h e r  

was te d io u s  anyway because of th e  c o n c e n tra t io n  of " fo re ig n "  programmes. 

T e le v is io n  th u s  was n o t im m ediately  p e rc e iv e d  and employed as  a medium 

of r e la x a t io n .  What e l s e  i s  im p o rtan t in  t h i s  developm ent i s  th e  r e s u l t s  

of t h i s  on th o se  who r e ly  on th e  s u b j e c t 's  s e t  fo r  exposure to  th e  

programmes. Such peop le  may e i t h e r  have to  fo rgo  t h e i r  v iew ing , o r  i f  

they  were f a m i l ia r  and bo ld  enough, th ey  cou ld  encourage th e  s u b je c t  to  

w atch. T h is i s  what th e  s u b je c t  had r e f e r r e d  to  e a r l i e r ,  t h a t  h e r  

exposure was sometimes dependent on th e  prom pting o f o th e rs .

L ikew ise t h i s  r e s t r a i n t  on th e  p a r t  o f th o se  o th e r  v iew ers , i s  what was 

r e f e r r e d  to  by some, as a p in ch  on t h e i r  p r id e ,  which th ey  have to  be 

c a u t io u s  in  t o l e r a t i n g  o r  a llo w in g .

P o s s ib ly  th e  most im p o rtan t o f th e  im p lic a t io n s  of t h i s  r e v e la t io n  i s  

th e  r o le  i t  p la y s  in  th e  re c e p tio n  o f th o se  programmes which a re  new on 

th e  sc h e d u le , e s p e c ia l ly  s in c e  s e le c t io n  i s  o f te n  based  on f a m i l i a r i t y  

o f p a t t e r n ,  r a th e r  th an  th e  c o n s u l ta t io n  o f a sch ed u le .

A Yoruba drama e v e n tu a lly  came on , which a t t r a c t e d  th e  s u b je c ts  

a t t e n t i o n  The c h a ra c te r s  in c lu d ed  an I je b u  man and an I j e s a  man. Both 

I j e s a  and I je b u  a re  d i a l e c t s  o f th e  Yoruba language. The I je b u  d i a l e c t  

i s  t h a t  which th e  s u b je c t  sp eak s . The c h a ra c te r s  a ls o  re p re s e n te d  

c e r t a in  s te re o ty p e s  o f th e  su b c u ltu re s  th ey  p o r tra y e d .

The p lo t  was based on th e  e f f o r t s  o f a younger w ife  in  a polygamous
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s e t t i n g  to  g e t  r i d  of th e  s e n io r  w ife . The a tte m p ts  e n t a i l e d  th e  use  of 

th e  s u p e rn a tu ra l  -  s p i r i t u a l i s t s  and charm s. Meanwhile on th e  su r fa c e  

she m a in ta in ed  a f r ie n d ly  and even sy m p a th e tic  r e l a t io n s h ip  w ith  h e r 

t a r g e t .  U l t im a te ly ,  sh e  su c c e e d e d  in  k i l l i n g  one o f  th e  w om an's 

c h i ld r e n .  The ghost haunted  h e r  t i l l  she made a " p u b lic "  c o n fe s s io n  of 

h e r  c la n d e s t in e  a c t i v i t i e s .

S u b je c t does n o t respond v e rb a l ly  to  programme very  much excep t to  

answ er to  p ra y e rs  th a t  a re  s a id  w ith in  th e  programme, and to  echo th e  

idiom s t h a t  a re  employed w ith in  th e  speech . These a re  s u re  means by 

which t h i s  s u b je c t  as  a v iew er, i s  drawn in to  th e  e x p e rie n c e  on th e  

s c re e n . For example she echoes as though m a rv e llin g  a t  th e  poignancy of 

th e  idiom  which c o n c lu s iv e ly  summarised th e  drama -  The Wicked Knows. 

Even when th e  in n o cen t s u f f e r s  in  ig n o ran c e , th e  p e rp e tu a to r  i s  w ell 

aware o f  h i s  a c t io n s .  I t  i s  custom ary w ith  th e s e  Yoruba dramas to  have 

th e  program m e's m orale w r i t te n  in to  a summary which o f te n  tim es se rv e s  

a s  th e  t i t l e  o f th e  programme. The t r a d i t i o n a l  mode o f s to ry  t e l l i n g  

ex p e c ts  t h a t  th e  l i s t e n e r  ta k e s  som eth ing , a le s s o n  away from th e  

e x p e r ie n c e . In  f a c t  such le sso n s  a re  u s u a lly  drawn o u t so as  n o t to  

le a v e  th e  l i s t e n e r s  in  co n fu s io n  about th e  in te n t io n .  I t  i s  t h i s  

p r a c t i s e  t h a t  has been c a r r ie d  over in to  th e  d ram a tised  form s o f s to ry  

t e l l i n g  f o r  t e le v is io n ,  in  some c a se s  more s u b t le  th an  o th e r s .

The s u b j e c t 's  a t t e n t io n  was d iv e r te d  from th e  s e t ,  when a woman w ith  a 

p l i g h t  s im i la r  to  th a t  b e in g  d ram a tised , came to  r e p o r t  th e  m a tte r  to  

th e  "k in g " . The s u b je c t  b e in g  th e  queen, go t a sneak p rev iew  o f th e  case  

w h ils t  th e  com plainan t aw aited  th e  k in g .

The s im i l a r i t y  between b o th  c a se s  i s  very  s t r i k i n g ,  ex cep t th a t  th e
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com plainan t in  h e r  case  was s i l e n t  on th e  m otive to  k i l l ,  though i t  was 

im p lied  and c u l tu r a l l y  understood  as  a means o f e l im in a tio n  of a r i v a l .  

Her c a se , p la c e d  more em phasis on th e  " a t ta c k s "  on h e r  c h i ld re n  as  a 

means o f provoking  d is fa v o u r  and h e r e v e n tu a l e l im in a t io n .

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  th a t  d e s p i te  th e  a p p a re n t s t r i k i n g  sem blance and th e  

co in c id e n c e  in  tim e , th e re  was no r e fe re n c e  made to  th e  te l e v i s io n  

e x p e rie n c e . T his was u n lik e  th e  s u b je c t  who when n o t a t  a form al forum, 

{such a s  th e  fo rego ing ) very  r e a d i ly  drew from t e le v i s io n  to  i l l u s t r a t e  

o r  b u t t r e s s  h e r p o s i t io n .

The m a tte r  was h eard  o u ts id e  on th e  la n e , in  th e  coo l even ing  b re e z e . 

The s u b je c t  was th u s  s i t t i n g  along  w ith  h e r  husband and h e r  m ates, 

o u ts id e  th e  shop, Even a f t e r  th e  co m pla inan t had l e f t ,  th e  group 

c o n tin u ed  d e l ib e r a t io n s  on th e  m a tte r ,  and one th in g  le d  to  th e  o th e r .  

They d is c u s s e d  o th e r  r e la te d  m a tte r s ;  changing  tim es , changing  v a lu e s ; 

eroded  m o ra ls , immoral y o u th s , u n c a r in g  p a re n ts ;  e x c e ss iv e  lo v e  of 

money.

I t  was a w h ile  b e fo re  s u b je c t 's  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  s e t  was a g a in  re k in d le d . 

I t  ap p ea rs  th a t  i t  was when she had become weary o f th e  c o n v e rsa tio n  

th a t  she ag a in  ex p ressed  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  programming. About th a t  tim e , a 

m usical came on, and she made th e  co n sc io u s  move to  tu r n  up th e  volume. 

T his co n c lu s io n  can be j u s t i f i e d  by th e  f a c t  o th e r  programmes had been 

w atched by p a s s e rs  by, and s u b je c t  had s t i l l  n o t shown any i n t e r e s t  a t  

a l l .  N orm ally, had she been in t e r e s te d ,  she would have w atched, even i f  

she had to  s o l i c i t  a s s is ta n c e  in  g e t t in g  in t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  T h is had been 

th e  p a t te r n  observed .
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PICTURE 2.

%

L oca tion  1.

Mama and h e r  husband and h e r mates s i t t i n g  o u ts id e  fo r  some f r e s h  a i r  
The two young boys who were p a ss in g  by , s topped  to  w atch th e  s e t .



The words Chocomilo and C in d e re lla  a re  names; one o f a sw eet, and th e  

o th e r  o f th e  f a i r y  t a l e  c h a r a c te r .  W hilst a t  l e a s t  she i s  f a m i l ia r  w ith  

th e  sw eet, th e  s u b je c t  i s  n o t f a m i l ia r  w ith  th e  o r ig i n a l  concep t o f 

C in d e re l la .  However, b o th  con cep ts  a re  be ing  used  h e re  w ith  a d i f f e r e n t  

meaning which i s  r e s t r i c t i v e  c u l tu r a l l y .  T h e re fo re , even go ing  by th a t  

w ith  which she  i s  f a m i l ia r ,  th e  re le v a n c e  in  th e  c o n te x t i s  n o t 

a p p a re n t, and th e  meaning i s  n o t c l e a r .

The song e x e m p lif ie s  th o se  which may be d e sc r ib e d  as  s e n s e le s s  songs. In  

th e  co u rse  o f d is c u s s io n , t h i s  s o r t  o f song was d e s c r ib e d , a s  on ly  f i t  

fo r  h o o lig a n s . The rea so n  fo r  th a t  i s  th a t  they  be long  to  th e  sub -  

c u l tu r e  to  which th e  codes in  th o se  words a re  m a n ife s t.  However, we see  

h e r e  how t e l e v i s i o n  b r in g s  su ch  v o c a b u la ry  i n t o  t h e  ag en d a  o f  

" re s p e c ta b le "  homes, w hether i t  i s  a s s im ila te d  o r found a c c e p ta b le  o r  

n o t,  i t  i s ,  i f  n o th in g  e l s e  d is c u s s e d .

At some tim e d u rin g  th e  day, th e  s u b je c t  s t r e tc h e d  o u t on th e  bed in  th e  

shop and had a nap. The s e t  was l e f t  on p o s s ib ly  to  " e n te r t a in "  th e  

r e s e a rc h e r ,  who by now was b e in g  t r e a te d  as a f a m i l ia r  g u e s t .

L a te r , in  th e  e a r ly  p a r t  o f th e  even ing , an o th e r  Yoruba drama was
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As she turned up the volume of the music she commented on the dance.

S: T his dance changes a l l  th e  tim e . . , T his dance i s  r e a l l y  
h a rd  work (s tren u o u s)

S u b je c t who i s  in  th e  h a b i t  o f r e p e a tin g  s t r i k i n g  w ords, and s in g in g  

a long  to  m usic r id i c u le d ,  in  t h i s  in s ta n c e , th e  l y r i c s  o f th e  song th a t  

was b e in g  perform ed . â

S: "Chocomilo" " C in d e re lla "  i s  t h a t  a song? {

''1 
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b ro a d c a s t .  I t  was a n o th e r programme which s u b je c t would have en joyed  

w atch ing , b u t an emergency c o u r t  had to  be summoned to  d e a l w ith  a 

p re s s in g  m a tte r .

A m other had come to  r e p o r t  th e  co n tin u o u s harassm ent of h e r  d a u g h te r  

which had j u s t  cu lm in a ted  in to  an a s s a u l t .  Because th e  "accused" had 

been dragged  to  th e  c o u r ts  by th e  s c r u f f  of h i s  c o l l a r ,  and th e  k ing  was 

s t i l l  " loung ing" o u ts id e , th e  m a tte r  had to  be d e a l t  w ith  sum m arily . I t  

was w h ils t  t h i s  was going  on th a t  th e  t e le v is io n  drama came on b u t i t  

l o s t  i t ' s  aud ience  in  th e  s u b je c t  to  th e  r e a l  l i f e  " c o u r t  dram a". 

H ow ever, b e c a u s e  th e  s i t u a t i o n  had  a t t r a c t e d  a crow d o f  c u r io u s  

o b se rv e rs , a group o f in t e r e s te d  v iew ers who watched th e  programme was 

soon c o n s t i tu te d .

W hilst th e  a d u l ts  c o n c e n tra te d  on s e t t l i n g  th e  d is p u te ,  each  making 

c o n tr ib u t io n s  ( e i th e r  by way o f a s s e s s in g  ev idence , making o b s e rv a tio n s ,  

g iv in g  co u n se l and th e  l i k e ) , th e  c h i ld r e n  soon l o s t  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  

p ro ceed in g s  and r a th e r  th e y  b u s ied  them selves w ith  TV dram a. They 

ig n o red  th e  n o is e  from th e  p ro ceed in g s  around them, and fo cu sed  t h e i r  

a t t e n t io n  on th e  programme. They were u n d e te rre d . A few o f th e  o ld e r  

ones; th e  te e n a g e rs  were observed  sw itc h in g  t h e i r  a t t e n t io n  from th e  s e t  

to  th e  p ro cee d in g s , in  an a tte m p t to  fo llo w  b o th .

S u b jec t in  h e r  own ca se  was in v o lv ed  in  th e  p ro ceed in g s , y e t  she was 

aware o f th e  f a c t  th a t  th e r e  was an " in te r e s t in g "  programme b e in g  a i r e d .  

She however d id  n o t w atch, n o r d id  she show any i n t e r e s t  in  w atch in g . 

She was more concerned  abou t th e  s e c u r i ty  o f h e r  w ares, in  view  o f th e  

n a tu re  o f th e  crowd which had g a th e re d ; she was concerned t h a t  th ey  d id  

n o t b reak  th e  d is p la y  ta b le  on which a l o t  o f them were r e s t i n g .  Worse
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s t i l l ,  she was concerned  th a t  th ey  d id  n o t p i l f e r  h e r  money o r  h e r  

w ares .

Though she was o bv iously  ap p reh en siv e  of t h e i r  p resen ce  th e r e ,  she d id  

n o t d r iv e  them; she d id  n o t deny them acc ess  to  th e  s e t .  She was 

however v i s ib l y  r e l ie v e d  when th e  programme ended and th ey  l e f t .

The p ro cee d in g s , were concluded b e fo re  th e  programme, b u t th e  review  o f 

th e  in c id e n t  co n tin u ed . S u b je c t engaged in  th e  rev iew , r a th e r  th an  

resume i n t e r e s t  in  th e  programme midway th rough  th e  v iew ing  ex p e rie n c e .

On th e  whole th e re  i s  a s t r i k i n g  sem blance observed , betw een th e  w orld 

of th e  Yoruba dram as, and th a t  of th e s e  s u b je c ts .  Indeed i t  appears  as 

though t h e i r  d e l ib e r a te  exposure  p a t t e r n  i s  an e x te n s io n  o f t h e i r  own 

r e a l i t y .  T his p a t te r n  i s  p ro b ab ly  e x ag g e ra ted  as a r e s u l t  o f th o se  

f a c to r s  t h a t  work to g e th e r  to  d e te rm in e  th a t  v iew ers in  t h i s  c o n te x t, 

a re  more d e l ib e r a te  in  t h e i r  v iew ing .

D iscu ssio n

The s u b je c t  d e c lin e d  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  any d is c u s s io n  in  view o f th e  

e x te n s iv e  comments t h a t  she  had made d u rin g  th e  v iew ing . From th e s e  

comments c e r t a in  answ ers to  th e  is s u e s  of i n t e r e s t  em erged. For th e  

group, in  t h i s  lo c a t io n ,  t h e i r  concep t of te le v i s io n  was very  c l e a r ly  

d e f in e d .

For them, TV can be eq u ated  w ith  Yoruba dram as, and m u s ic a ls . T h is 

o b se rv a tio n  t a l l i e s  w ith  t h e i r  re sp o n ses  d u rin g  th e  d is c u s s io n  as w e ll 

as  t h e i r  b eh av io u r. I t  was on ly  a t  weekends when " they  were le s s  busy", 

t h a t  th e y  r e a l l y  s e t t l e d  down to  v ie w in g  TV. The o n ly  ty p e s  o f
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programmes th a t  they  s e t  ou t to  watch were th e  Yoruba dram as.

The is s u e  of how le s s  busy th ey  were i s  d e b a ta b le . Though th e y  claim ed 

to  be l e s s  busy, th e re  was no ap p are n t d i f f e r e n c e  in  t h e i r  sch ed u le , b u t 

th ey  d id  make tim e to  watch th o se  programmes which i n t e r e s t e d  them. In  

betw een, th ey  s t i l l  had to  go th e  m arket, and engage in  such  v e n tu re s  as 

they  no rm ally  d id  d u rin g  th e  week. Y et, th ey  d id  n o t seem to  mind 

w a itin g  f o r  th e  programmes of t h e i r  c h o ic e .

As re g a rd s  th e  m an ifes t c o n te n t of th e  programmes, th e  s u b je c ts  in  t h i s  

group seemed to  focus t h e i r  a t t e n t io n  on th o se  a s p e c ts  o f th e  programme 

th a t  was f a m i l ia r  to  them. For exam ple, th e re  was th e  r e p e t i t i o n  of 

th o se  e x p re s s io n s  th a t  were e i t h e r  f a m i l ia r  w ith in  th em se lv es  o r r e f e r e d  

to  f a m i l i a r  s i t u a t io n s .  Even in  th e  v is u a l  re a d in g  o f th o se  programmes 

which were n o t a c c e s s ib le  to  h e r  b ecau se  o f th e  language , th e  s u b je c t  

seemed to  be s tru c k  by th o se  con cep ts  t h a t  were f a m i l i a r .

Along t h i s  l i n e ,  th e re  was th e  tendency  to  re c o g n ise  th o se  c h a ra c te r s  

who h ad  p r e v io u s l y  a t t a i n e d  some r e p u t a t i o n .  T h ese  w ere  e i t h e r  

c e l e b r i t i e s ,  o r  th o se  to  whom th e  s u b je c ts  cou ld  r e l a t e  p e r s o n a lly .  

Even in  t h i s  way, TV seemed to  have been an ex te n s io n  o f r e a l i t y .  I t  i s  

t h i s  t h a t  makes th e  exposure p a t te r n ,  and th e  themes in  th o se  programmes 

o f co n ce rn .

There was an em phasis on th e  n e g a tiv e  a s p e c ts  of th e  programmes which 

th em selves were ou t to  expose th e  i l l s  in  s o c ie ty .  I t  i s  l i t t l e  wonder 

th a t  th e  s u b je c t  sums up th a t  l i f e  i s  w a rfa re , and r e q u ir e s  c a r e fu l  

t r e a d i n g .  In  o th e r  w o rd s, th e  program m es v iew ed  c o n f irm e d  th e  

d i s t r u s t f u l  v iew s a b o u t l i f e .  T h is  was p r i m a r i l y  from  th e  dram a
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programmes.

The d i s t r u s t f u l  a t t i t u d e  was ex tended  to  th e  " f a c tu a l"  programmes. The 

re sp o n se  to  th e  in fo rm a tio n  d i r e c t l y  id e n t i f i e d  as be ing  from government 

so u rces  has a lre a d y  been h ig h l ig h te d .  L ikew ise , th e re  was a h in t  o f th e  

s c e p t i c a l  a t t i t u d e  in  th e  s u b je c t 's  re sp o n se  to  th e  h e a l th  programme. At 

l e a s t  in  h e r  c a s e , she viewed th e  programmes, and so co u ld  a ttem p t to  

e v a lu a te  them. There was th e  chance th a t  she cou ld  e v e n tu a lly  be 

conv inced  by th e  lo g ic  in  th e  programme. However, th e re  i s  th e  ca se  o f 

th e  o th e r  v iew ers  in  th e  lo c a t io n  who d e l ib e r a te ly  r e fu s e  to  expose 

them selves to  any o th e r  programmes. With such p eo p le , th e  images ta k en  

from th e  th e  dram as, was th e n  a l l  they  cou ld  a s s o c ia te  t e l e v i s i o n  w ith .
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LOCATION 2 - CLUSTER OF TYPICAL RURAL WOMEN

T his group was s e le c te d  to  i l l u s t r a t e  th e  v iew ing h a b i t s  o f th e  younger 

t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n s e rv a tiv e  s u b je c t s .  The s u b je c ts  a re  aged betw een 25 and 

about 40 y e a rs  o ld . T rade in  k o la n u ts  i s  th e  predom inant o ccu p a tio n  in  

th e  s tu d y  focus a re a . At th e  o n s e t,  th e  assum ption was th e  group b e in g  

la rg e ly  i l l i t e r a t e ,  would a ls o  be f in a n c ia l ly  under -  p r iv i le g e d .  T his 

assum ption  was n o t made as  a c o r r e l a t i o n  w ith  t h e i r  e d u c a tio n a l s t a t u s ,  

b u t from th e  o b se rv a tio n  o f t h e i r  d re s s in g ,  t h e i r  e a t in g  h a b i t s ,  t h e i r  

homes and t h e i r  l i v in g  p a t t e r n  g e n e ra l ly .  I t ,  however, tu rn e d  o u t, t h a t  

w h ils t  a l l  p r io r  o b se rv a tio n s  were upheld , th e  assum ption  o f a low 

income was n o t.  The group, even though r e a d i ly  c la im in g  to  be poor, a re  

w ell aw are t h a t  even i f  in  te rm s o f modern knowledge and s o c ia l  s t a t u s  

th ey  a re  p oo r, they  do n o t la c k  i n t e l l e c t  and monetary w ea lth .

One o f th e  re a so n s  why t h e i r  w ea lth  i s  n o t r e a d i ly  a p p a re n t i s  because  

t h e i r  spend ing  p a t te r n  i s  lin k e d  to  t h e i r  v a lu es  which in  many ways a re  

d i f f e r e n t  from th e  w e s te rn is e d  m a in s tre a m 's .

The group l i v e s  in  th e  same neighbourhood. Most of them l i v e  in  th e  same 

b u ild in g  which i s  a fam ily  house. They a re  wives of b ro th e r s  and 

c o u s in s . T his meant th e re  was added f r a t e r n i s a t i o n ,  th a n  th a t  observed  

in  lo c a t io n  1 . T his enhanced th e  freedom  in  t h e i r  r e l a t io n s h ip .  T his 

shou ld  have a f f e c te d  th e  v iew ing  p a t te r n s  as  i t  reduced  th e  r e s t r a i n t  in  

th e  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  to  s e t s .  The o th e r  members o f th e  group who were j u s t  

f r ie n d s  and ne ig h b o u rs  were a l s o  members of th e  same t r a d in g  a s s o c ia t io n  

and s o c ia l  g roup . They a ls o  had sh a red  r e l i g io u s  a f f i l i a t i o n s .  I t  was a 

c lo se  g roup.
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Each woman had h e r  own room, where she  l iv e d  w ith  h e r  c h i ld re n ,  y e t 

because of th e  f r a t e r n i t y  which was sh a re d , th e re  was no e x c lu s iv i ty  of 

room o r  to  a la rg e  e x te n t p ro p e r ty .  As a r e s u l t ,  th e re  was a tendency 

fo r  th e  c h i ld re n  to  converge to  lounge, e a t ,  even s le e p  in  any room th a t  

caught t h e i r  fancy . There i s  a rem arkab le  absence of th e  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  

inform ed by su sp ic io n s  th a t  a re  assumed f e a tu r e s  o f polygamous homes. 

There was a f r e e  flow  of movement, even more so than  was e v id e n t in  th e  

lo c a t io n  1, th e  p a la c e  c o u r ts  which had v a r io u s  u n re la te d  f a m il ie s  

l iv in g  to g e th e r .

There was no s tro n g  male p re sen ce  o b serv ed , though a l l  th e  women were 

m arried . For most o f them th e  husbands were polygamous, and so had 

a l t e r n a t iv e  p la c e s  th a t  th e y  cou ld  b e . In  th e  ca se  o f th e  h o s te s s  (S I) 

h er husband was a ra ilw a y  worker and was based o u ts id e  town in  th e

n o r th e rn  p a r t  o f th e  co u n try . Most o f th e  women were l e f t  to  t h e i r  own

d e v ic e s , w ith o u t much check from th e  p re se n c e  o f a dom inant male f ig u r e .

The focus group was made up o f 5 women, 4 of whom l i v e  in  th e  same

q u a r te r s ;  th e  f i f t h  member l iv e d  on ly  a sh o u tin g  d is ta n c e  away. However, 

th e  e x a c t s iz e  of th e  group o f v iew ers  was much la rg e r  because of th e  

f r e e  flow  o f human t r a f f i c .

The number o f  c h i ld re n  in  t h i s  c o n te x t must a ls o  be n o te d . Each woman 

had no le s s  th a n  4 c h i ld r e n .  The cu m u la tiv e  number of c h i ld r e n  when th e y  

converged was u s u a lly  on th e  average  abou t 6. What t h i s  meant was t h a t  

some o f them viewed from o u ts id e  th e  window when th ey  were t h a t  

i n t e r e s te d .  On th e  o th e r  hand some went to  o th e r  lo c a t io n s  w ith in  th e  

q u a r te r s  were th e re  were a v a i la b le  s e t s .  There was a tendency  to  spend a 

l o t  o f tim e o u ts id e  amongst t h i s  group. T h is  i s  p robab ly  because o f th e
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PICTURE 3.

L ocation  2.

The rooms were sm all and crowded.



PICTURE 4.

L oca tion  2.

They sp en t a l o t  o f tim e o u ts id e



problem of crowding.

As i s  to  be expected  o f a r u r a l  community, th e  group was found to  be 

h ig h ly  s u p e r s t i t i o u s .  They were in  no way p re te n t io u s  and th ey  were 

co m p le te ly  u n a p o lo g e tic  abou t t h e i r  b e l i e f s .  A nother p o in t  w orthy of 

n o te  in  th e  c h a ra c te r  of th e se  s u b je c ts  was t h e i r  s im p l ic i ty  and t h e i r  

re a d in e s s  to  t r y  any change th a t  p rom ises to  b r in g  them a b e t t e r  l i f e .  

They reco g n ise d  t h e i r  v u ln e r a b i l i ty  in  t h i s  re g a rd , and so were q u i te  

c r i t i c a l  in  t h e i r  assessm en t o f th e  m edia, a s  th ey  w ere o th e r  v e h ic le s  

of change.

Contact Meeting
The f a c t  th a t  th e  m eeting  i t s e l f  was i n t e r e s t i n g ,  makes i t  rem arkab le  

w i th in  t h i s  fram ew ork . The r e s e a r c h e r  had  n o t  h ad  any p e r s o n a l  

a cq u a in ta n ce  who f i t t e d  t h i s  d e s c r ip t io n  who cou ld  have se rv ed  as  a 

c o n ta c t .  I t  took a t r i p  to  th e  m arket to  g e t a le a d  who co u ld  a rra n g e  an 

in t ro d u c t io n .  I n c id e n ta l ly ,  th e re  was a s o c ia l  group co n v erg in g  a t  th e  

c o n t a c t 's  shop, in  re a d in e s s  fo r  a s o c ia l  o u tin g . They w ere alm ost a l l  

in v o lv ed  in  th e  k o la  t r a d e .  Though th e  t r a d in g  i n t e r e s t  was n o t what was 

most param ount fo r  th e  pu rpose  o f th e  s tu d y , i t  c o in c id e d  w ith  th e  

d e s ir e d  s o c ia l  d e s c r ip t io n .

The women had h eard  th e  r e s e a rc h e r  n a r r a t e  h e r  m iss io n  to  th e  c o n ta c t ,  

b u t th ey  i n i t i a l l y  fe ig n e d  ig n o ran ce  of what was go ing  on. When they  

opened up, they  co n fessed  a la c k  o f  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  e x e rc is e  and 

u n w illin g n e ss  to  c o o p e ra te . They were v ery  vehement in  e x p re s s in g  t h e i r  

d i s s e n t ,  and th e  ir r e le v a n c e  o f TV s e r v ic e  to  them.

"Yes, what do you want from us?"

"Are you going to  pay?"
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"We do n o t w atch t e le v is io n .  How can we watch t e l e v i s i o n  when 
we a re  o u t a l l  day?"

"By th e  th e  tim e we come back, th ey  have c lo se d  down."

I f  you want to  see  u s , come to  th e  m arket a t  10 p.m . we a re  
s t i l l  h e r e ."

"Im agine y e s te rd a y  I d id  n o t g e t home t i l l  m idn igh t, I  was so 
t i r e d ,  I  j u s t  dropped o f f  to  s le e p ."

" I f  you see  th e  person  who p re p a re s  th e  m eals t h a t  I  e a t ,  
s h e 's  no b ig g e r  than  t h i s .  " [ r e f e r r in g  to  th e  s iz e  o f a young 
c h i l d . ]

"W ell l e t  me t e l l  you a s e c r e t ,  you c a n ' t  f in d  any r e a l  r u r a l  
woman who w atches t e le v i s io n ,  ex ce p t jo b le s s  housew ives l i k e  
me. "

L ike th e  o ld e r  woman a t  th e  p a la c e , th ey  to o  asked i f  th e y  would be p a id  

fo r  th e  e x e r c is e .  I t  was made very  c l e a r  th a t  they  were n o t to  be p a id  

a s  t h i s  was an academic e x e rc is e .

A fte r  th e  i n i t i a l  r e lu c ta n c e  had been overcome, th e  group tu rn e d  o u t to  

be very  c o o p e ra tiv e , and indeed  v ery  h o s p i ta b le .  T h is was p o s s ib ly  

fu e l le d  by th e  (h a lt in g )  a tte m p ts  of th e  r e s e a rc h e r  to  speak  in  th e  

lo c a l  d i a l e c t .  She a ls o  dropped a l l  a i r s  t h a t  th e  women had ex p ec ted  

from h e r ;  id e n t i f y in g  w ith  them in  d re s s in g ;  and som etim es com prom ising 

hygiene s ta n d a rd s  to  p a r ta k e  o f th e  fam ily  m eals. T h is went a long  way 

in  th e  acc ep tan c e  o f th e  r e s e a rc h e r ,  even as  c o n f id a n t, c o u n s e l lo r ,  and 

f r ie n d .  R esearch er was even in v i te d  to  in v e s t  in  what th ey  l a t e r  

co n fessed  to  be a very  lu c r a t iv e  t r a d e  in  k o la , to  supplem ent what th e y  

c o n s id e re d  h e r  " p i t i a b le "  income.

T his p o in t  i s  made h e re  to  i l l u s t r a t e  what co n fu s io n s  may a r i s e  from 

em ploying "income" and such c l a s s i c a l  dem ographic v a r ia b le s  to  d e s c r ib e  

s u b je c t s ,  r a th e r  th an  a more r e a l i s t i c  view  o f th e  s o c ia l  p o s i t io n in g  of 

th e  s u b je c ts .
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The observation period in many ways confirmed the discouraging picture 
that the women had painted. Yet the exercise is not to be considered 
like them, a waste of time because it has illuminated the further 
reaching questions of why they do not watch more television than they 
do. This is in addition to confirming the way in which they use the 
medium.

The women had suggested a category of women which remarkably was not to 
be readily found. There was no one who was a "jobless housewife". Each 
woman had a trade or the other if nothing else, like our self confessed 
"jobless housewife", was engaged in the kola trade. In this case, the 
woman was also in the business of small time (domestic) milling. This 
woman eventually was the volunteer to host and serve as base for the 
observation of the group.

Another important issue which was raised at the contact meeting was the
fact that the women related their disposition, resulting from their
experience in the larger society, to their interest in television.

"But let me tell you, how can anyone watch television when he 
is not happy? How can you be happy when you have not made 
ends meet?"

TV viewing was no longer just a case of the expediency of their 
situation, it was also a case of the attitude formed as a result of 
their daily experience. This was what formed their disposition.

In a bid to solicit their cooperation, the women had to be warmed out, 
from their vehement dissociation from the medium. They eventually 
confessed to an occasional, conditional use of it. However, the
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dissenting voice even then was still very strong as illustrated in the 
following.

"We w atch TV on S a tu rd ay s and on Sundays i f  we d o n 't  go o u t.
We w atch Yoruba p la y s ."  "Who c a re s  what they a re  do ing? You 
know th e re  w il l  alw ays be somebody to  t e l l  what i s  go ing  on.
. . Sometimes one l i k e s  to  watch th e  w orld news in  Yoruba. "

"You know th e  e n t i r e  p r o je c t  i s  annoying . Those media peop le  
a re  s e rv in g  them se lv es , a t  l e a s t  in  th e  sense th a t  th e y  a re  
e a rn in g  t h e i r  s a l a r i e s .  TV i s  a w aste  o f money. There should  
be b e t t e r  th in g s  to  do w ith  money. School fe e s  have now gone 
up 100%. "

"You know I met a woman on th e  way ju s t  now m u tte r in g  to  
h e r s e l f . . . "Twenty n a i r a ,  t h i r t y  n a i r a " "

"She must have been c a lc u la t in g  how much her d e b ts  a re  and 
a s s e s s in g  what h e r s i t u a t i o n  i s .  "

"And you know th e  media peo p le  d o n 't  r e a l ly  c a re  abou t u s .
T his r e c e n t  focus, l i k e  y o u rs , i s  j u s t  a p loy  to  e x p lo i t  u s .
All this talk about a census too; it is exploitative."
"They j u s t  want you to  be around so t h a t  they  can co u n t you.
They say i t ' s  fo r  your b e n e f i t ,  b u t i t  i s  a l l  a f a r c e .  They 
w i l l  s p l i t  th e  b e n e f i t s  among th em se lv es , and then  b r in g  th e  
d reg s  to  u s . Of c o u rse , th ey  w i l l  f ig h t  amongst them selves 
and we w i l l  know th e  t r u t h . "

" I t  i s  a l l  n a u se a tin g  b u s in e s s .  D o n 't study  u s . The media 
d o n 't  c a re  fo r  us I t  [ i . e .  TV] i s  n o t meant f o r  us and we 
have n o th in g  to  say abou t i t . "

"Well you can come i f  you a re  read y  to  l i s t e n  to  ou r g r ip e s  
a s  long  as  they  [ th e  a u t h o r i t i e s ]  w i l l  n o t come back to  
h a ra s s  u s ."

A lready th e re  i s  a c l e a r  d i s t r u s t  o f th e  media and th e  governm ent which 

u n d e r l ie s  th e  re c e p tio n  o f th e  medium. The is s u e  o f how ow nership 

a f f e c t s  th e  message was r a i s e d  in  t h i s .  Perhaps what i s  more im p o rtan t 

i s  th e  women's p e rc e p tio n  o f th e  re le v a n c e  o f th e  s e rv ic e  to  them. They 

were c e r t a in  th a t  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  had been m a rg in a lise d  by th e  v a r io u s  

i n t e r e s t s .  T his a ls o  a f f e c te d  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e ,  because th e y  cou ld  n o t 

ta k e  s e r io u s ,  a medium w hich d id  n o t ta k e  t h e i r  p l ig h ts  s e r io u s .  As a 

r e s u l t  t e le v i s io n  s e rv ic e ,  l i k e  th e  governm ent was seen  to  be la rg e ly

276



i r r e l e v a n t .  I t  was a g a in s t  t h i s  background th a t  th e  o b se rv a tio n s  shou ld  

be re a d .

Day 1

O b se rv a tio n  commenced about 9 .30 a.m . A lthough i t  was a Monday, i t  was a 

p u b lic  h o lid a y  marking one of th e  Moslem f e s t i v a l s .  T h is meant th e  

s u b je c t ,  b e in g  a Moslem h e r s e l f  was in  a f e s t i v e  mood. I t  a ls o  meant 

t h a t  tra n sm is s io n  began e a r l i e r  th an  u su a l f o r  a weekday.

There was a m usical programme on th e  s e t  which was on, when th e  

re s e a rc h e r  a r r iv e d .  I t  i s  n o t c l e a r  i f  t h i s  was norm al, o r i f  i t  was 

because  th e  re s e a rc h e r  was ex p ec ted . E a r l i e r  on in  th e  day, b e fo re  

o b se rv a tio n  commenced, th e  r e s e a rc h e r  had met th e  absence of th e  

s u b je c t .  S u b je c t had had to  go on an e a r ly  morning o u tin g .

The m usica l was no t viewed; th e  c h i ld r e n  had gone to  th e  p ray in g  ground, 

and th e  m others were busy. SI was busy s o r t in g  k o la n u ts  in  h e r  room. 

Though she d id  n o t w atch, she sang a long  w ith  th e  programme as she d id  

h e r  work. At th e  p o in t when she h eard  a segment of th e  programme th a t  

was meant to  ex h o rt c h i ld re n ,  she c a l le d  ou t to  h e r d a u g h te r , th e  one 

who was a t  home to  come and w atch.

The programme was a s p e c ia l  " Id  -  El - F i t r i "  e d i t io n  o f a Yoruba 

language m agazine programme fo r  c h i ld re n  , "Areweyo". The t i t l e  of th e  

program m e when t r a n s l a t e d  to  E n g l is h  means "One Who D e l ig h ts  i n  

C h ild re n " ,

The advij^e t h a t  was be ing  g iven  in  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  in s ta n c e ,  was f o r  

c h i ld r e n  who h e lp  them selves to  t h e i r  m o th e r 's  stew  p o ts .  In  o th e r
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words, c h i ld r e n  who p i l f e r .

The d a u g h te r  o b je c te d  to  h e r  m o th e r 's  i n v i t a t io n ,  because  of th e  

in s in u a t io n s  th a t  cou ld  be in f e r r e d  from such . She f e l t  th e  in v i t a t i o n  

in  o th e r  words su g g e s ts  t h a t  she needs th e  adviCe; in  which c a se , she 

was b e in g  accused  o f be in g  a t h i e f .  She com plied anyway, and came to  

w atch, b u t th e  m other had to  ap o lo g ise  to  h e r .  The m other had a p p a re n tly  

n o t in te n d e d  th e  in s in u a t io n .

O ther m others a ls o  came to  watch th e  m usical p a r t  of th e  programme. They 

were q u i te  im pressed  by th e  f e a t  perform ed by th e  c h i ld r e n .  Except fo r  

th e  p r e s e n te r ,  a l l  th e  segm ents of th e  programme -  th e  a c t in g ;  th e  

s in g in g  and dancing ; th e  r e c i t a t i o n ;  were perform ed by c h i ld r e n .

Though th ey  a tte n d e d  th e  programme, i t  was no more th a n  a p a s s in g  

i n t e r e s t .  The a t t r a c t i o n  had been th e  perform ance o f th e  c h i ld r e n .

When th e re  was a b reak  in  tra n s m is s io n , th e  s u b je c t sc o u te d  round th e  

ch an n e ls  f o r  an a l t e r n a t iv e  s e rv ic e .  T h is was j u s t  a chanced move as  she 

had e a r l i e r  inform ed re s e a rc h e r  th a t  on ly  one channel (LTV) i s  c l e a r ly  

re c e iv e d  on h e r s e t .  In  th e  absence o f a b e t t e r  s e rv ic e ,  she tu rn e d  

down th e  volume o f th e  t e le v is io n ,  and sw itched  on th e  c a s s e t t e  p la y e r .  

T his was to  p ro v id e  background music much as  th e  t e l e v i s i o n  had been 

used  when i t  fe a tu re d  th e  m usica l segm ents o f th e  programme.

As th e  c h i ld r e n  t r i c k l e d  in ,  th ey  were a t t r a c t e d  to  s ta y  and l i s t e n  to  

th e  m usic, and th ey  s t i l l  w atched th e  t e le v is io n ,  d e s p i te  th e  f a c t  th a t  

i t ' s  sound had been tu rn e d  down.
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Even w ith o u t th e  sound, th ey  were a b le  to  t e l l  when th e  drama came on 

t h a t ,  i t  would be in  Yoruba and they  encouraged; prodded; t h e i r  m other 

to  tu rn  o f f  th e  m usic, and in c re a s e  th e  volume o f th e  programme in s te a d .

There was a f u l l  house to  view  th e  Yoruba drama which fo llo w ed . There 

was a p a t t e r n ,  s im i la r  to  t h a t  observed  in  lo c a t io n  1, in  th e  way th e  

view ing group was c o n s t i tu te d .

The s ig n a tu r e  tu n e  fo r  th e  drama, which was a s p e c ia l ,  d id  n o t r e f l e c t  

i t s  t r u e  i d e n t i t y .  The m usic used , was a p ie c e  of fo re ig n  music - 

( im p o r te d )  j a z z .  T h a t n o tw i t h s t a n d in g ,  th e  t r u e  i d e n t i t y  o f  th e  

program m e soon  a t t r a c t e d  th e  v ie w e rs  to  i t s e l f .  The sound  o f 

c o n v e rs a tio n , coming from th e  s e t  in  Yoruba, was e a s i ly  o v erh ea rd  in  th e  

a d ja c e n t rooms, and th e  crowd soon converged . Again t h i s  was f a c i l i t a t e d  

by th e  ty p e  of b u ild in g  th ey  were s i tu a te d ;  th e  c lo se n e s s  in  th e  

lo c a t io n ;  and th e  very  p re sen ce  o f a converg ing  group was enough 

a d v e rtise m e n t fo r  th o se  who d id  n o t e a s i l y  c a tc h  on to  what was go ing  

on. The ju b i l a n t  c h i ld re n  who h e ra ld e d  th e  a r r i v a l  of a Yoruba drama on 

th e  sc re e n  l e f t  no one in  doubt as to  th e  purpose of th e  g a th e r in g .

The programme was t i t l e d  "Oun T 'o  Pamo" meaning "That which i s  h idden" 

The t i t l e  i t s e l f  i s  an id io m a tic  e x p re s s io n , and when com pleted , say s  -  

t h a t  which i s  a m ystery  to  man i s  c l e a r  in  th e  s ig h t  o f God.

At th e  o n s e t ,  th e  programme f a i l e d  to  s a t i s f y  th e  e x p e c ta n t crowd. 

B esides th e  p e rc e iv e d  la p s e s  in  th e  p ro d u c tio n  of th e  programme, th e re  

were s e v e ra l  b reak s in  tra n s m is s io n . The aud ience was th u s  n o t g iv in g  

th e  program m e t h e i r  f u l l  a t t e n t i o n .  O th e r  s id e  a t t r a c t i o n s  to o k  

prom inence. The c h i ld re n  re c e iv e d  t h e i r  f e s t i v e  g i f t s  and t r e a t s ,  and
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th e se  were compared; th e  a d u l ts  had t a l e s  to  sh a re . They were n o t

s a t i s f i e d  y e t  they  s a t  b e fo re  th e  s e t ,  a lth o u g h  they  were n o t r e a l l y

w atch ing . I t  was a c h i ld  who v o iced  t h e i r  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  and m easured

th e  e x p e rien ce  a g a in s t  a p re v io u s , more in t e r e s t in g  e x p e rie n c e . She

remini.^C,i§^ _ over th e  theme o f th a t  " en jo y ab le "  e x p e rie n c e .

"T his programme i s  n o t in t e r e s t i n g .  There was once a more 
in t e r e s t i n g  one which I  watched abou t a mam and h i s  w ife . The 
man m arried  a second w ife , b u i l t  a house fo r  h e r , and l iv e d  a 
c la n d e s t in e  l i f e  w ith  h e r  u n t i l  one day, God caugh t them ."
[ s ic ]

A lthough th e  p a r t i c u l a r  ex p e rie n c e  d id  n o t m easure up, th e  theme o f a 

b e t t e r  one was be ing  r e c a l le d .  There was an em phasis on th e  s to ry  l i n e  

o f th e  "enjoyed" e x p e rie n c e . T his seems to  su g g es t t h a t  i t  was th e  

in t r ig u e  th e r e in  th a t  was f a s c in a t in g .  What i s  more, i t  seems to  su g g es t 

an a p p re c ia t io n  o f th e  s to ry  l i n e  was n e c e ssa ry  fo r  an a p p re c ia t io n  of 

th e  view ing e x p e rie n c e .

The comment a ls o  succeeded in  b r in g in g  back th e  focus o f th e  group, to  

th e  " u n s a t is f a c to ry "  programme, th e  d e c la re d  reaso n  fo r  th e  g a th e r in g .

At th a t  p o in t  th e re  was a scene  w ith  a cou p le  in  an amorous s i t u a t io n .  

T his in  i t s e l f ,  a t t r a c t e d  th e  c r i t i c i s m  o f th e  women. They wondered how 

r e a l i s t i c  th e  show w as. T h e re  was co n te m p t f o r  t h e  c h a ra c te r -  

p o r tra y e d ,b e c a u se  she was supposed to  be a s tu d e n t .  They even judged h e r 

by th e  h a i r -d o  she wore, a s  a " s tu d e n t" .

Had th ey  fo llow ed  th e  programme, th e y  would have seen  t h a t  th e  p o in t  

th ey  were making, was th e  same as  th a t  which th e  programme was t r y in g  to  

make -  t h a t  th e  g i r l  was a wayward s tu d e n t .  They cou ld  n o t im m ediately 

g e t t h a t  p o in t  because th ey  were too  en g ro ssed  in  co n firm in g  th a t  i t  was
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not an interesting programme. This was the cue on which they had begun 
their conscious assessment of the programme.

The point at which a crime was being perpetuated in the programme was 
when the interest of the group soared. There was very visible suspense, 
at the "action" and very visible relief at the end of the act. This 
audience vicariously participated in the viewing experience at that 
point. They listened, and followed the visuals. The experience, as they 
received it, might well have been real.

There was intermittent screen side commentary run by various individuals 
within the audience, as they voiced their anxiety, and their 
understanding of the situation. This ensured that there was a group 
understanding of what was going on. The interesting aspect of this 
voiced readings, and expressed commentary, is that it allows for a 
convergence of the various readings. Any divergence, which in other 
words was an "error" of reading, (the interpretation of read signs), had 
a chance of being corrected immediately.

With the diversity of the group's constitution, it was possible to have 
a middle ground reading. The children by virtue of their education and 
exposure, were able to moderate the possible limitations that their 
mothers had as regards literacy in media conventions.

Even amongst the children, there was a variation in their abilities, and 
therefore their reading. There were those who were in secondary schools, 
and more worldly wise than those who were still in primary schools for 
example.
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The intermittent commentaries also included the audible suspense, 
exclamations, relief and attempts to predict the outcome of an action. 
It often times included direct inquiries which made it easier to have a 
guided reading.

"Yepa! Ha! Ha! Ha! God will save him. [about a character who 
had been "lured" into robbers den]
"Ah! what's wrong with this one? Life is cool for you."
[about an imbecile; a comic relief within the programme,
oblivious of goings on around him]
"Now who is this one?"
"That is the one who went to bail the person out."
"She is being taken to their boss?"
"who is this third person? Is this not the third person in
their group?"
"No it was the woman, the driver, along with the father who 
made up the party of three."
"Oh! I see!"

"Ah! now they have committed a crime in that person's name! 
Can you see that?"
"Won't somebody call to come and watch this and learn
to desist from doubtful company?" [because the criminals in 
the programme had implicated some "innocent" person]
"That one knows the implication of what is happening." 
[bringing focus back to the programme]

"He is sniffing cocaine and he is such a child! " [the tone 
was so emotional, full of pity for the character.]
"Aree! He's even worse than the gangsters."
"When he too is one of them."
"That's all!" [a colloqiualism, meaning there is no need for 
anymore to be said; the situation is helpless.]

In the last batch of statements, the ease with which the women related 
their television experience to reality is illustrated. They readily
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found in  th e  programmes, le s so n s  fo r  d e a l in g  w ith  r e a l i t y .  They eq uated  

th e  a c t io n s  w ith  r e a l  l i f e  e v e n ts  b u t i t  appeared  th a t  th e  rem oteness o f 

th e  p r e s e n ta t io n  on te le v i s io n ,  made i t  e a s ie r  fo r  them to  d e a l w ith  th e  

r e a l i t y  o f th e  s i tu a t io n s .  There was th e  f a c t  th a t  th ey  co u ld  see  th e  

outcome, and th ey  were q u ick  to  employ th e s e  as  exam ples in  t h e i r  own 

r e a l i t i e s  which were y e t to  em erge, o r  be re so lv e d .

What e l s e  i s  w o rth  n o t in g  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i s  th e  way th e  v o ic e d  

com m entaries h e lp  to  b r in g  th e  group back to  focus on th e  programme. 

The d ig re s s io n s  a re  no t a llow ed  to  t h r iv e .

The view ing co n tin u ed  w ith  such r a p t  a t t e n t i o n  as th e  programme reach ed  

a clim ax  - th e  c o n fro n ta tio n ; th e  a r r i v a l  o f th e  h ero ; th e  l i b e r a t i o n  o f 

th e  v ic t im s ;  and the  denouement where th e  p e rp e tu a to rs  were d e a l t  w ith  

and l i f e  goes on.

A lthough i t  was a Yoruba drama, th e  p ro d u c tio n  employed th e  form ula 

ty p ic a l  o f im ported  melodramas. The d u e l l in g  was very  s im i la r ,  i n f a c t  i t  

was ap ing  th e  N in ja  s ty le  o f f ig h t in g .  There were o th e r  f e a tu r e s  in  th e  

programme that(g&% th e  "rom ances" in  In d ian  drama p ro d u c tio n s .

The group was n o t as concerned  w ith  such a p p ra is a l  o f th e  p ro d u c tio n . 

They were to o  engrossed  in  th e  s to r y l i n e ;  th e  outcome o f th e  c o n f l i c t ;  

id e n t i f y in g  w ith  th e  ag g riev ed  and ro o t in g  to  see  " ju s t i c e "  done. They 

c o n tin u ed  to  d is c u s s  t h e i r  view s o f th e  programme, and a r r iv in g  a t  a 

c o n sen su s .

At th e  end o f th e  programme th e  c o n c lu s io n  was a p p ra ise d . They used  th e  

c o n t in u i ty  an n o u n ce r 's  rem arks abou t th e  programme in  p u l l in g  to g e th e r .
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PICTURE 5.

/
JE

Location 2.

Some had to watch through the window,



the thoughts that arose from the viewing experience.

"Enhenl t h a t ' s  th e  end indeed . H e 's  lam en ting  h e r d e a th . . . 
He d id  n o t know th a t  she was beh ind  a l l  th e  t r o u b le ."

"Oh! he never r e a l i s e d  th a t  i t  was him th ey  were a f t e r ,  What
a shame. He does n o t know."

"what i s  h id  indeed  i s  c le a r  to  God; i f  one i s  do ing  
som ething , h id in g  in  a c o rn e r to  do e v i l .  . . "

"im agine, she d ipped  h e r  hand in to  h e r  p u rse  to  pay to  have
someone k i l l e d ! "

"what manner o f money i s  t h a t ."

(The programme had been abou t a wayward s c h o o lg i r l  who was im p a tie n t w ith  

sc h o o lin g , and h e r lo v e r .  She moved on to  l i f e  on th e  f a s t  la n e . When 

e v e n tu a lly ,  th e  lo v e r  became s u c c e s s fu l in  l i f e  and g o t in v o lv ed  w ith  

somebody e l s e ,  th e  g i r l  became je a lo u s  and a ttem p ted  to  u se  h e r  in f lu e n c e  in  

th e  underw orld  to  g e t a t  th e  lo v e rs .  When a tte m p ts  to  g e t  them im p lic a te d  

f a i l e d ,  th e re  were o u tr ig h t  a ttem p ts  to  k i l l  them. The g i r l ,  who was th en  

in v o lv ed  w ith  a gang le a d e r ,  had no t come o u t w ith  th e  r e a l  reaso n  fo r  h e r  

v e n d e t ta ,  b u t th a t  was no h in d ran ce  to  th e  gang. They p u rsu ed  th e  coup le  w ith  

such an o b se ss io n , t i l l  th ey  met w ith  t h e i r  own d e a th . The coup le  meanwhile 

had been ig n o ra n t of th e  r e a l  reaso n  fo r  t h e i r  t r i a l s ,  and a lth o u g h  th e y  were 

e v e n tu a lly  v in d ic a te d , they  and members o f t h e i r  fam ily , had s u f fe re d  q u i te  a 

b i t . )

The women's a p p ra is a l  a t  t h i s  p o in t was a much more a p p a re n t n e g o t ia t io n  o f 

v a lu e s . There was no opposing  view to  t h a t  o f th e  m ainstream  which was 

e x p re sse d . I f  such a view was h e ld  a t  a l l ,  i t  had been su p p re sse d .

The view ing  ex p erien ce  had been e n jo y a b le . T here was a n o te  of r e l i e f  in  th e  

to n e  w ith  which th e  fo llo w in g  was d e l iv e re d  and i t  e x p re s se s  th e  consensus of 

f e e l in g  amongst th e  women.
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"That i s  why c h i ld re n  en joy  w atch ing  t h i s  th in g . [TV]. One 
can u se  i t  to  g a in  wisdom."

"oh e n l ig h te n in g  le sso n s  abound in  th e r e ."

I t  i s  n o t c l e a r  i f  th e  c h i ld re n  were as  concerned w ith  g a in in g  wisdom 

th rough  th e  programmes, a s  th e  women w ere. A lthough th e y  were a l l  

en g ro ssed  in  th e  view ing e x p e rie n c e , and th ey  a l l  g o t c a r r i e d  away, 

v ic a r io u s ly  p a r t i c ip a t in g  in  i t ,  i t  was th e  women who had th e  tendency  

to  see  th e  le s s o n s ,  and to  draw p a r a l l e l s  from r e a l  l i f e .  They were th e  

ones who had th e  i n i t i a t i v e  o f c a l l in g  in d iv id u a ls  to  th e  s e t  to  widen 

t h e i r  scope o f r e a l i t y ;  to  le a rn  about l i f e .

In  t h i s  way, th e  c h i ld re n  a re  aware and le a m ,  i f  o n ly  from t h e i r

m o th e rs ’ a c t io n s ,  th e  a p p ro p r ia te  way to  use th e  medium. Such programmes 

th u s  become used to  b roaden t h e i r  ex p e rien ce  of l i f e .  As i t  became 

ap p a re n t a t  th e  p o in t  o f d is c u s s io n ,  even th e  c h i ld re n  a r e  a b le  draw ou t 

th e  le s so n s  t h a t  they  shou ld  have le a r n t  in  th e  cou rse  o f v iew ing . They 

had l e a r n t  th e  a c c e p ta b le  way o f u s in g  th e  medium.

The programming co n tin u ed  w ith  th e  ad v e rtisem e n t of a show. The a d v e r t  

had a c l i p  t h a t  was s im i la r  to  th e  programme th a t  had j u s t  been watched 

and i t  was w atched. A lthough th e re  was a d is p e r s a l  of th e  group r i g h t  a t  

th e  end o f th e  programme, th e re  was s t i l l  a s u f f i c i e n t ly  la rg e  crowd, 

l e f t  a t  th e  s e t .  T his group was alm ost e x c lu s iv e ly  a d u l ts  who had o th e r  

cau ses  to  be in  th e  room. The c h i ld re n ,  i t  seemed cou ld  n o t w a it to  g e t 

back o u ts id e .  The room was cramped and they  were th e  w o rst f o r  i t ,  

hav ing  had to  make room fo r  th e  a d u l ts  to  be "c o m fo rta b le " . B es id e s , th e

a d u l ts  w a ited  to  a p p ra ise  th e  programme, and a lso  to  s o c i a l i s e  w ith  th e

h o s te s s .  The e f f e c t  of th e  knowledge o f th e  re s e a rc h  e f f o r t  can  n o t be 

d is c o u n te d .
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What e v e r  th e  re a so n , th ey  rem ained a t  th e  s e t ,  they  were in c id e n ta l ly  

e x p o se d  to  th e  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  o f  th e  show . T h e i r  r e a c t i o n  to  th e  

ad v e rtise m e n t was a c o n s id e ra t io n  o f th e  wisdom in  such an " in v es tm en t" ; 

why spend so much on a show. There was a ls o  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e y  r e f e r r e d  

to  th e  c o s t  o f th e  show in  pounds, a lth o u g h  th e  a d v e rtisem e n t had g iv e n  

th e  c o s t o f th e  show in  N a ira . They had re a d  th e  message in  t h e i r  own 

frame o f r e fe re n c e ,  em ploying th e  cu rren cy  denom ination th a t  was 20 

y ea rs  o u td a te d .

"Oh! They a re  ta lk in g  about a show th a t  w i l l  c o s t  fo u r 
pounds"

"Four pounds fo r  c h i ld r e n ,  and f iv e  pounds fo r  a d u l t s .  How 
can any one spend f iv e  pounds to  watch a show? Those who have 
TV s e t s  a t  home do n o t know th e  v a lu e  o f what they  have a f t e r  
a l l . "

T his p o in t ,  i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  su g g e s tio n  t h a t  v iew ers , i r r e s p e c t iv e  o f 

what th e  programme p re s e n ts  as  a cue , w i l l  read  th e  programme c o n te n t 

w ith  t h e i r  own "vocabu la ry"  -  they  w i l l  t r a n s l a t e  what th ey  see  in to  a 

language they  a re  more co m fo rtab le  w ith . T his i s  s im i la r  to  th e  p r a c t ic e  

o f m easuring th e  p e rc e iv e d  v a lu e s , on th e  s c a le  o f h e ld  v a lu e s .  T his i s  

a l s o  i l l u s t r a t e d  in  th e  above.

At th a t  p o in t  th e  group m e n ta lly  sw itched  o f f  th e  s e t .  They c o n c e n tra te d  

on t h e i r  c o n v e rsa t io n  and com ple te ly  ig n o red  th e  s e t .  T h is  was easy  

because a lth o u g h  th e  s e t  was c e n t r a l l y  s i tu a te d  in  th e  room i t  to o k  a

co n sc io u s  e f f o r t  to  view i t  as i t  was p la c e d  on a purpose made s h e l f

h ig h  up, in  one c o rn e r  o f th e  room. S ince  i t  was a sm all room, th e  sp ace

had to  be co n serv ed . (See p ic tu r e  of lo c a t io n  2)

At th e  a r r i v a l  o f th e  h o s te s s ' m other, th e  o th e r  women in  th e  group; th e
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" g u e s ts " , soon excused th em se lv es , making room fo r  th e  h o s te s s  and h e r  

m other to  have t h e i r  p r iv a c y . What i s  in t e r e s t in g  a t  t h i s  p o in t  i s  th e  

r e c o g n it io n  o f an a l t e r n a t iv e  news netw ork which th e  women r e ly  upon. 

The m other had b rought news from home to  h e r  d au g h te r . T h is r e p o r t  was 

very  s im i la r  to  th e  Yoruba new scast in  i t s  c o n s t i tu t io n  ex ce p t th a t  i t  

was more p e rs o n a lis e d , and so , more r e le v a n t .  The r e p o r t  had an update  

o f s o c ia l  happen ings, o b i tu a r ie s ,  i t  even in c lu d ed  a s u r v e i l la n c e  o f th e  

environm ent, b u t i t  was devo id  o f governm ent r e p o r t .

W hilst th e  m others were engaged in  t h e i r  c o n v e rsa tio n , th e  c h i ld re n  

dem onstra ted  a sp e c ts  o f th e  drama t h a t  was watched e a r l i e r  on in  th e  

day. U n like  th e  c r i t i c a l  n e g o t ia t io n  o f th e  m others, th ey  in  th e  co u rse  

o f p la y , mimicked th e  im b ec ile  t h a t  was p o rtra y e d  in  th e  fo reg o in g  

programme. T his e x h ib i t io n  was prom pted by an exposure to  a promo of

an o th e r Yoruba drama s p e c ia l ly  schedu led  f o r  th e  h o lid a y .

They mimicked h is  words, h is  d e l iv e ry ,  and h is  a c t io n .  T his manner 

became a fad  in  th e  household  and was observed  even l a t e r  on in  th e  

week.

The c h i ld r e n  n o ted  th e  tim e th a t  th e  a d v e r t is e d  programme was to  be 

tr a n s m it te d .  They a ls o  n o te d  th e  perfo rm in g  group, and going  by th e  

known s ta n d a rd  o f perform ance, and th e  favoured  p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  th ey  

im m e d ia te ly  d e c id e d  and  p la n n e d  to  w a tc h . The c h i l d r e n  w ere n o t  

r e s t r i c t e d  o r m oderated by t h e i r  m others a t  a l l .

The fo re ig n  f ilm  which fo llow ed  was co m p le te ly  igno red  by a l l  in  t h i s

group. The c h i ld r e n  went o u t in to  th e  open as  d id  th e  o th e r  a d u l ts  as

e a r l i e r  n o te d . The TV s e t  was s t i l l  l e f t  on as r e a l l y  th e  aud ience d id
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n o t make a consc ious d e c is io n  to  le a v e  a t  once. Each p erso n  m erely

d r i f t e d  o f f  as  i t  became in c re a s in g ly  a p p a re n t t h a t  th e re  was no rea so n

to  be in  th e  room any f u r th e r .  The women co n tin u ed  s o r t in g  th e  k o la n u ts  

a s  th ey  co n v ersed . They were s t i l l  engaged w ith  t h i s  when th e  n e x t 

programme, a s p e c ia l  m u sica l, p re se n te d  by an Is la m ic , a l l  women, c h o ra l 

group came on. I t  was in  th e  mood o f th e  f e s t i v i t i e s .

No group converged to  watch t h i s  programme. Those who were w ith in  

e a r s h o t o r  who were p a ss in g  by were a t t r a c t e d .  They m erely came in  and 

g lanced  a t  th e  p e rfo rm e rs , b e fo re  going about t h e i r  b u s in e s s .  That th e y  

d id  n o t s to p  to  view th e  programme sh o u ld  no t be a t t r i b u t e d  to  th e  

p e rc e iv e d  need fo r  p r iv a c y . At l e a s t  one hour had p assed  s in c e  th e  two 

women had been on t h e i r  own. B esid es, th e r e  was s u f f i c i e n t  f a m i l i a r i ty  

and c lo se n e ss  w ith in  th e  househo ld , to  remove such in h i b i t i o n s .  The 

n a tu re  o f th e  programme seemed to  be th e  more l i k e ly  re a so n  fo r  th e  

observed  re sp o n se . The resp o n se  o f th e  two women who were r i g h t  b e fo re

th e  s e t ,  c l a r i f i e s  th e  p o in t .

The women d id  n o t le av e  t h e i r  c h o re s , y e t th ey  v ic a r io u s ly  p a r t i c ip a te d  

in  th e  programme. They sang th e  ch o ru ses  a lo n g  w ith  th e  group and were 

v ery  com petent w ith  th e  p r a c t i c e s .  They were a b le  to  r e c i t e  th e  Q uranic 

v e rs e s  a lo n g  w ith  th e  programme. With v a ry in g  deg rees  o f com petence, th e  

v iew ers were "ab le "  to  p la c e  th e  p a r t i c ip a n t s  w ith in  th e  programme. For 

exam ple, from t h e i r  d re s s in g , th e  v iew ers  cou ld  id e n t i f y  th a t  th e  

p e rfo rm ers  had a l l  perform ed th e  "H a jj" . From t h i s  th ey  deduced th a t  i t  

was a group o f w e ll o f f  women. They confirm ed  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  re a d in g  

w ith  th e  s te re o ty p e  th ey  h e ld  o f th e  town th a t  th e  p e rfo rm ers  came from . 

That in fo rm a tio n  had been announced a t  th e  beg in n in g  o f th e  programme.
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They found th e  perform ance im p re ss iv e . They were im pressed  by th e  

u n ifo rm ity  o f th e  group in  t h e i r  o u t f i t s ,  and t h e i r  com petence a t  th e  

" c a r o l l in g " .  From t h i s  i t  i s  c l e a r  th a t  th ey  a tte n d e d  b o th  th e  v is u a l  

and a u ra l  a s p e c ts  of th e  programme even though th ey  were n o t s e t t i n g  

tim e a p a r t  to  view i t .  The form at o f th e  programme one may say 

f a c i l i t a t e s  t h i s  k ind  o f r e c e p t io n .  The women enjoyed th e  programme.

I t  may a l s o  be deduced t h a t  they  found th e  programme r e le v a n t .  I n f a c t  

th e  h o s te s s  was, in  r e a l  l i f e ,  e x p e c tin g  a s im i la r  group. The d i f f e r e n c e  

betw een th e  r e c e p t io n  o f th e  group, which a r r iv e d  n o t lo n g  a f t e r ,  and 

t h a t  on th e  t e l e v i s io n  was th e  absence o f any in conven ience  re g a rd in g  

th e  l a t t e r .  She cou ld  g e t a lo n g  w ith  h e r  ch o res  even as  she  re c e iv e d  th e  

t e l e v i s i o n  programme. She d id  n o t have to  sweep and g e t th e  room c le a n  

in  r e a d in e s s  f o r  th e  TV group, n o r d id  she have to  g iv e  them any money 

in  a p p re c ia t io n  o f t h e i r  perform ance.

On th e  o th e r  hand th e  TV group had n o t g iven  h e r  th e  honour o f a 

p e r s o n a l is e d  s e r v ic e ,  so she d id  n o t g e t any songs sang e s p e c ia l ly  f o r  

h e r .

These a re  mere o b se rv a tio n s  and i t  i s  n o t c l e a r  t h a t  th e  s u b je c t  

reaso n ed  th e  s i t u a t io n  o u t in  t h i s  way. What i s  more im p o rta n t, and more 

r e a d i ly  a p p a re n t however, i s  th e  co n tin u o u s flow o f r e a l i t y  and th e  TV 

e x p e r ie n c e .

A fte r  th e  in te rm is s io n  p ro v id ed  by th e  v i s i t i n g  c h o ra l g roup , i n t e r e s t  

in  th e  t e l e v i s i o n  was resumed a s  an o th e r  Yoruba drama came on. I t  was 

th e  one t h a t  had been a d v e r t is e d  e a r l i e r ,  which th e  c h i ld r e n  had n o te d . 

They had been m indfu l o f i t s  coming, and had converged  around in
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a n t i c ip a t io n  o f i t s  a r r i v a l  on th e  sc re e n .

The c h i ld r e n  up as  soon as th e  programme was in tro d u c e d . They

c a l le d  o u t to  o th e rs  to  confirm  th e  commencement of th e  programme. T his 

had in f a c t  been b e fo re  th e  a r r i v a l  o f th e  l i v e  c h o ra l g roup . The v iew ing 

was th u s  in t e r r u p te d  by th e  v i s i t ,  f o r  abou t 10 m inu tes. The programme 

was however long  enough f o r  th e  v iew ers  to  c a tc h  up on th e  " lo s t "  

segm ent.

The im p lic a tio n  of t h i s  sequence of e v e n ts  was t h a t ,  th o se  a d u l ts  who

had n o t been m indful of th e  a n t ic ip a te d  programme, b u t who were dragged

to  th e  l o c a t i o n  by th e  c h o r a l  g ro u p , s ta y e d  on to  d i s c u s s  t h e

perform ance and th u s  were around to  w atch th e  drama. They had n o t made

any co n sc io u s  d e c is io n  to  view th e  programme.

"What a re  th e y  doing  now? Did they  n o t say they  w i l l  show a 
programme a t  2 . 00?"

" T h a t 's  what th ey  a re  showing now."

Even when th ey  had become aware of th e  tra n s m is s io n  of th e  programme, 

th ey  d id  n o t im m ediately  fo cu s  a t t e n t io n  on i t .  The c h i ld r e n  d id . The 

women w en t on c h a t t i n g ,  u n t i l  t h e r e  was an u t t e r a n c e  w i th in  t h e  

programme which th ey  co n s id e re d  funny. They were r i g h t  b e fo re  th e  s e t ;  

w ith in  v iew ing  range  and so , though they  ig n o red  what was go ing  on, th e y  

were aware o f  i t .

The programme e v e n tu a lly  ea rn ed  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n ,  and th ey  th e n  a t te n d e d  

i t  w ith  c o n c e n tra t io n .  The u t te ra n c e  had been echoed by one o f th e  

c h i ld r e n ,  and t h i s  was to  f u r th e r  am p lify  i t s  im pact.

From t h i s  p o in t  on th ey  w atched as a g roup, fo llo w in g  th e  same p a t t e r n

290



th a t  had been e a r l i e r  o b serv ed . Even w ith in  t h i s  group, th e re  were o th e r  

a c t i v i t i e s  go ing  on a lo n g s id e  v iew ing  l i k e  e a t in g ;  ru n n in g  e r ra n d s ; 

a t te n d in g  to  c h i ld re n ;  fo r  exam ple. The p rim ary  focus was however th e  

t e le v is io n .  A ll th e se  meant th e r e  was th e  need fo r  th e  com m entaries and 

c l a r i f i c a t i o n s  which f a c i l i t a t e d  th e  group re a d in g .

The group was engaged in  th e  v iew ing  w ith  r a p t  a t t e n t i o n .  The u se  o f 

language was an elem ent o f th e  p ro d u c tio n  th a t  they  v i s ib l y  responded 

to .  They e i t h e r  were amused o r  im pressed  by th e  l i t e r a r y  d ev ices  

employed in  th e  programme. There were many h y p e rb o le s , onomatopoae, and 

idiom s which th e  v iew ers m ulled  o v e r, by r e p e a tin g , o r  draw ing a t t e n t io n  

to .  There was some use  of in c a n ta t io n s ,  which be ing  a form o f p o e try  was 

a lso  d e l iv e re d  in  th e  s o r t  o f way t h a t  caugh t th e  v ie w e rs ' fan cy . There 

was th u s  th e  r e p e t i t i o n  and h ig h l ig h t in g  of c h a n ts , in  a s im i la r  manner 

to  th e  r e c e p t io n  of th e  "funny u t te r a n c e s " ,  and ex ag g e ra ted  m elodram atic 

a c t in g .

In  t h i s  v iew ing  e x p e rie n c e , th e  s u b je c ts  a l s o  re p e a te d  th e  p a t te r n  of 

e v a lu a tin g  th e  v a lu es  p e rc e iv e d  w ith in  th e  programme, w ith  th e  v a lu e s  

w hich th e y  h e l d .  They v i c a r i o u s l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  th e  program m e, 

ex p re ss in g  t h e i r  sympathy, and id e n t i f y in g  w ith  th e  c h a ra c te r s  as th ey  

went a lo n g . T h e ir  sym path ies w ere drawn on th e  l i n e  o f th e  v a lu e s  th e y  

h e ld .

For exam ple, t h e i r  sympathy was w ith  th e  man, w ho's w ife , encouraged by 

an o th er woman, d e a l t  " tre a c h e ro u s ly "  w ith . The woman com m itted a d u l te ry .  

The group d isap p ro v ed  o f t h i s .  F u rth erm o re , she made a fo o l o f th e  

husband, by making him se rv e  h e r  lo v e r ,  in  th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  he was h e r  

r e l a t i o n .
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The woman e v e n tu a lly  passed  o f f  an o th e r  m an's c h i ld  on th e  new man she 

e v e n tu a lly  m arried . I t  tu rn e d  o u t th a t  th e  new husband had a l s o  d ece iv ed  

h e r ,  j u s t  as he had d ece ived  an o th e r woman. The two women happened to  be 

r e l a t e d .

The f r ie n d  who had encouraged and sch o o led  h e r in  th e  v i l la in O  ^ 6 

in t r ig u e ,  e v e n tu a lly  b e tra y e d  h e r .  She th u s  ended up w ith  th e  s h o r t  end 

o f th e  s t i c k  a l l  round, e s p e c ia l ly  as  h e r  fam ily  would have n o th in g  to  

do w ith  h e r , because o f th e  p a in ed  she  had caused  them by h e r  a c t io n s .  

The s u b je c ts  d id  no t n e c e s s a r i ly  sym path ise  w ith  th e  women in  th e  

programme. They f e l t  b e tra y e d  by such women a s  th o se  who were p o r tra y e d . 

They sym path ised  w ith  th e  man, who had been a good husband b u t who had 

been b e tra y e d . The man had had been v in d ic a te d  by th e  end of th e  

program m e, and  he was a l s o  c o m p e n sa te d  w ith  a more p ro m is in g  

r e la t io n s h ip .

The s u b je c ts  were so eng ro ssed  in  th e  s to r y l i n e ,  and th ey  were n o t p u t 

o f f  by th e  poor te c h n ic a l  q u a l i ty  n o t ic e a b le  in  th e  programme. They 

were d is a p p o in te d  when th e re  were tem porary  b reak s  in  tra n s m is s io n , b u t 

th e  c h i ld r e n ,  who understood  th e  te l e v i s i o n  p r a c t ic e s  b e t t e r  th an  t h e i r  

m others, reco g n ise d  th e  tem porary  n a tu re  o f th e  b reak s  and so , u rged  

t h e i r  m others to  be p a t i e n t .

Perhaps i t  i s  because th e  s to r y l in e  fo cu sed  on an a re a  o f t h e i r  

com petence and i n t e r e s t  t h a t  t h e i r  com m entaries ten d ed  to  be more 

e v a lu a t iv e .  The women in  t h e i r  com m entaries id e n t i f i e d  th e  "good ies"  

and th e  "bad d ies"  and p assed  judgem ents as  th e y  went a lo n g . Because i t  

was more e v a lu a tiv e , th e re  was tendency  f o r  d is c u s s io n  to  endu re . Yet
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th e  d ig r e s s io n  was n o t allow ed to  g e t to o  f a r  ou t o f th e  scope o f th e  

v iew ing  b e fo re  someone d ir e c te d  i n t e r e s t  back in to  th e  programme.

There were such  rem arks as th e  fo llo w in g  which drew a t t e n t i o n  back to  

th e  programme.

"Look! look! lo o k !"

"L is te n !  l i s t e n ! "

"W ait a m inu te, l e t ’s h ea r what i s  go ing  to  be s a id . "

Sometimes, i t  d id  n o t ta k e  such words to  draw th e  a t t e n t i o n  back . I t  

took  non -  v e rb a l exc lam ations  o r an echo ing  of what was s a id  in  th e  

programme.

Even when th e  c l a r i t y  of th e  re c e p tio n  d e te r io r a te d ,  th e  women endured , 

and re a d  th e  p ic tu r e s  when th e  sound was v e ry  p oo r. A lthough t h i s  i s  a 

p o te n t ia l  so u rce  of m is in te r p r e ta t io n ,  th e  group view ing p r a c t i c e s ,  were 

a b le  to  m oderate such in c id e n ts .

The f a c t  t h a t  th e  group was so f a m i l ia r  w ith  th e  codes employed in  th e  

p ro d u c tio n  seemed to  encourage them in  s e e in g  th e  e v e n ts  th e r e in  a s  an 

e x te n s io n  o f r e a l i t y .  I t  was very  easy  f o r  them to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  th e  

drama a s  th ey  n o t on ly  w atched b u t a l s o  t r i e d  to  p r e d ic t  what would 

happen n e x t , o r  a s s e s s  th e  " f a irn e s s "  o f what happened. T here was no 

d e b a tin g  how r e a l i s t i c  th e  programme was.

The language and th e  s ty l e  of th e  drama group, though n o t making l i g h t  

o f  th e  i s s u e ,  was ad d ed  e n t e r t a in m e n t  f o r  th e  v ie w e r s ,  and  t h i s  

f a c i l i t a t e d  th e  r e c e p t io n .  I t  was a ls o  u s e fu l  in  h ig h l ig h t in g  some 

im p o rtan t le s s o n s  o r p o in ts  w ith in  th e  programme.
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From th e  programme th e  women were a b le  to  p o in t  o u t th e  iro n y  o f l i f e .  

I t  was n o t u n t i l  th e  programme ended, th a t  th e  women unglued  them selves 

from t h e i r  s e a t s ,  to  s t r e t c h  and ease  th em selves. Yet t h i s  was th e  

programme t h a t  they  were i n i t i a l l y  n o t b o th e red  to  w atch.

Having earn ed  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n ,  th e  programme had managed to  keep th e  

women's i n t e r e s t .  As th ey  go t in t e r e s te d  in  th e  s to r y ,  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  

grew as  th e y , i r r e s p e c t iv e  o f th e  o th e r  c o n s id e ra tio n s ,  were i n t e r e s te d  

in  th e  lo g ic a l  co n c lu s io n .

There was no more v iew ing  fo r  th a t  day. The group was an x io u s  to  g e t 

t h e i r  view s a i r e d ,  and so th e  d is c u s s io n  w ith  t h i s  group u n lik e  w ith  

o th e r  groups was conducted  on Day 1. I t  was j u s t  as  w e ll ,  because  th e  

p u b lic  h o lid a y , and th e  f e s t i v i t i e s  allow ed fo r  a f u l l  house. Indeed , 

su b se q u e n tly , i t  was d i f f i c u l t  to  g e t any m eaningful group to  converge 

w ith in  th e  s tu d y  week. They had gone back to  t h e i r  r o u t in e ,  which was 

r e a l l y  so busy th a t  th ey  d id  n o t have tim e.

Day 2
T ransm ission  resumed a t  abou t 4 .00 p.m. as  u su a l, b u t th e r e  was no 

view ing  t i l l  about 8 .30 p.m. when one o f th e  c o n ta c t s u b je c t s  r e tu rn e d  

from th e  m arke t. I t  was obv ious th a t  even th a t  a c t  o f v iew ing  was done 

to  p le a s e  th e  re s e a rc h e r .  In  f a c t  , th e re  was no v iew ing  a s  such . The 

t e l e v i s io n  was m erely sw itch ed  on. The c h i ld re n  sp en t t h e i r  tim e o u ts id e  

in  th e  open, t i l l  t h e i r  m other came back . They had n o t t r i e d  to  sw itc h  

th e  TV on e a r l i e r .

Being on a h ig h ly  e le v a te d  s h e l f ,  th e  s e t  was ou t o f t h e i r  re a c h . The
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c h i ld re n  th u s  needed an a d u l t  to  h e lp  them sw itch  th e  s e t  on. On t h i s  

o cca s io n , th e re  had been no such  moves to  g e t th e  s e t  sw itch ed  on. I t  

can on ly  be presumed th a t  th e  c h i ld re n  were n o t in t e r e s te d  in  w atching  

i t .  T his i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  d e l ib e r a t e  and d is c r im in a to ry  p a t te r n  o f t h e i r  

e x p o su re .

To b u t t r e s s  t h i s  o b se rv a tio n  i s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  s i tu a t io n  was th e  same 

in  th e  n e ig h b o u r 's  house, (32) in  whose house th e  group had converged 

fo r  t h a t  even in g . The h o s te s s  fo r  th e  p r o je c t  had re tu rn e d  very  l a t e  

from h e r  o u tin g .

3 2 's  was a ls o  in  a communal l i v in g  s i t u a t i o n ,  as h e r husband was a

polygamous man, and a l l  th e  w ives l iv e d  to g e th e r .  The l iv in g  room was in

th i s  in s ta n c e  a b ig  h a l l ,  w ith  c h a i r s  a rran g ed  round ( th e  p e r im e te r  o f 

th e  h a l l ) .  I t  was in d ic a t iv e  o f th e  a n t i c ip a t io n  of a la rg e  co n g re g a tio n  

o f g u e s t s .  The f a c t  t h a t  th e  room was so  l a r g e ,  e n c o u ra g e d  th e  

o ccu rren ce  o f sm a lle r  p o ck e ts  o f d is c u s s io n  r a th e r  th a n  such  w ith  a 

u n ite d  fo c u s . T his was what happened as  th e  group s a t  b e fo re  th e  s e t .  

The c h i ld r e n  s a t  in  t h e i r  own l i t t l e  g roups, and th e  women s a t  in  

t h e i r s .

In  t h i s  lo c a t io n  as in  th e  o th e rs ,  th e  te le v is io n  was a ls o  c e n t r a l l y  

s i tu a te d .  In  f a c t  i t  was w ith in  v iew ing  ran g e  of th o se  who were ou t in

th e  c o r r id o r  a s  w ell as  th o se  on th e  b a lco n y .

Even when th e  t e le v is io n  was p u t on, th e  2 women who were around 

com ple te ly  ig n o red  i t ,  and g o t on w ith  t h e i r  c o n v e rsa tio n . They were 

lam en ting  th e  problem s o f l i f e .  T h e ir  c a re s  c e n tre d  around th e  p ro g re s s , 

and w e ll b e in g  o f t h e i r  c h i ld r e n ;  and a p eaceab le  e x is te n c e .
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Coming o u t in  t h e i r  d is c u s s io n ,  i s  t h e i r  s u p e r s t i t io u s  n a tu re ;  t h e i r  

r e l i a n c e  on d iv in e r s ,  s p i r i t u a l i s t s  and tw is t s  of f a t e .  They a ls o  re v e a l 

more o f t h e i r  e x p e rie n c e s , w ith  con men and sw in d le rs  who cash  in  on 

t h e i r  ig n o ran ce  and t h e i r  b e l i e f s .  A ll t h i s  in d ic a te  th e  re a so n  why they  

have such a c r i t i c a l  and guarded  resp o n se  to  ag e n ts  o f change.

The n a r r a te d  e x p e rien ces  a re  s im i la r  to  th e  themes o f th e  Yoruba dramas 

which th e y  lo v e  so w e ll . I t  i s  n o t s u r p r is in g  th e n , t h a t  they  were so 

com petent w ith  th e  codes o f com m unication, th e r e in .  They cou ld  very

e a s i ly  r e l a t e  w ith  th e  ex p e rien ces  p o r tra y e d . The f i c t i o n a l  programmes 

were f a c tu a l  to  them.

On t h e i r  p a r t ,  th e  c h i ld re n  w atched th e  fu n c tio n a l  s e t  w hich was b e fo re

them. They watched th e  p ic tu r e s ,  a lth o u g h  th ey  were n o t q u i t e  a t t e n t i v e .

The programme in  view was a fo re ig n  programme. The image which th e

programme evoked from th e  women was a s te re o ty p e ,  and th e  c h i ld re n  were

in c l in e d  to  a g re e . The common view of fo re ig n  programmes was th a t  i t

prom oted v io le n c e .

S2; Oh! they  w i l l  soon s t a r t  f ig h t in g  in  th e  programme,
t h a t ' s  what th e se  c h i ld re n  en jo y .

S3: I  d o n 't  even w atch i t .

52: Ah! you w il l  soon see  them.

Boy:Ah! y es , they  can f ig h t ,  th ey  can f ig h t  l i k e  t h i s  [boy 
d is p la y s  shadow f ig h t in g ,  N in ja /K a ra te  s t y l e . ]

The volume o f th e  programme was so low, and th a t  of th e  d is c u s s io n  so 

h ig h  th a t  i t  was obvious t h a t  th e  aud io  was n o t a t te n d e d , even i f  th e  

v is u a l s  were be ing  w atched. The programme was in  E n g lish  language, and 

t h i s  was n o t a t t r a c t i v e  because  o f th e  e f f o r t  th a t  would have been
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required to follow.

The r e s e a r c h e r 's  p re sen ce  had undoubted ly  a t t r a c t e d  more c h i ld r e n  to  th e  

s e t .  I t  seems th a t  t h e i r  ty p ic a l  p a t te r n  would have been to  p la y  o u ts id e  

o r  to  engage in  some o th e r  a c t i v i t i e s .

T his d e d u c tio n  i s  f u e l le d  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  c h i ld re n , l i k e  th e  women, 

had been h a p p ily  engaged in  t h e i r  p la y  o r  t h e i r  c h a t on th e  s t r e e t ,  

b e fo re  th e  re s e a rc h e r  proceeded  to  th e  s i t t i n g  room to  a p p ra is e  what was 

going on th e r e .

The program m e t h a t  was b e in g  w a tch e d  was th e  A m erican  C h r i s t i a n  

B ro ad ca s tin g  Network soap o p era , A nother L i f e .  The s t a t i o n  was LTV. T his 

was th e  on ly  channe l th a t  was re c e iv e d  c l e a r ly  in  t h i s  lo c a t io n  as  w e ll .

The m anner i n  w hich  th e  g r o u p 's  a t t e n t i o n  p eak e d  and  d ip p e d  i s  

no tew o rth y . There was im m ediate peak a t t e n t io n  as th e  m u sica l in te r lu d e  

which fo llo w ed  th e  programme came on. In  t h i s  group, th e  F u j i /  Waka ty p e  

of m usic was c o n s id e re d  a p p e a lin g . The a d v e r ts  had no a t t r a c t i o n  fo r  

them , e x c e p t  f o r  t h a t  w hich  a t t r a c t e d  th e  c h i l d r e n ,  who in  t u r n  

a t t r a c t e d  t h e i r  m others w ith  t h e i r  n o is e .  I t  was an a d v e rtis e m e n t o f a 

b rand  o f v e g e ta b le  o i l .  The a d v e r t had been in  Yoruba, and i t  had 

p ic tu r e s  o f mouth w a te rin g  d is h e s .  The c h i ld r e n 's  re sp o n se  had been 

ex ag g e ra te d  a s  th e y  s a l iv a te d  n o i s i l y .  I t  was t h i s  t h a t  drew th e  

m o ther ' s  a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  a d v e r t .

The c h i ld r e n  can , and do read  th e  E n g lish  t i t l e s  in  th e  a d v e r t .  They 

read  th e  in fo rm a tio n  abou t th e  p r ic e ,  and r e t a i l  o u t l e t s .  These were in  

E n g lish  because  th e  o r ig in a l  com m ercial was sh o t in  E n g lis h , and th e
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v e rn a c u la r  v e rs io n s  m erely have t r a n s l a t io n s  of th e  "v o ice  o v e r s " . T his 

i s  th e  u s u a l p r a c t ic e  and i t  i s  a c o s t  sav in g  m easure.

There were no p re s s u re s  on th e s e  women to  be in  th e  k i tc h e n , because 

th e y  had h e lp . T his u s u a lly  came from th e  fem ale c h i ld r e n .  I t  i s  thou g h t 

to  be t r a i n in g  in  t h i s  p a r t s ,  to  have th e  d au g h te rs  a s s i s t ,  indeed  be 

re s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  cooking  o f th e  fam ily  m eals. The age o f th e  g i r l s ,  

d e te rm in e  how much i s  ex p ec ted  of them. The o ld e r  th e  d a u g h te rs , th e  

l e s s  s u p e rv is io n  re q u ire d ; th e  f r e e r  th e  m others, bu t th e  l e s s  tim e such 

youths have f o r  t h e i r  l e i s u r e .

In  t h i s  in s ta n c e  th e  women had com petent a s s i s t a n t s  and so  were a b le  to  

view, i f  th e y  wanted to ,  w ith  very  l i t t l e  in te r r u p t io n ,  b u t th ey  d id  n o t 

want to  view . There was no programme th a t  a t t r a c t e d  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  a t  

th e  tim e . The k ind  o f a t t e n t i o n  th a t  th ey  gave to  th e  m u sica ls  which 

came up l a t e r ,  su g g es ted  t h a t  th ey  would have viewed, i f  th ey  had had 

such a programme.

There was ex c item en t a s  th e  m usical v id eo  of th e  c e le b ra te d  "Waka Queen" 

came on. I t  was c l e a r  t h a t  she was a favoured  a r t i s t .  She was a ls o  a 

f a m i l ia r  c h a ra c te r  and as th e y  viewed, they  ran  a commentary on what 

th ey  knew o f h e r  l i f e .

I t  was a t  t h i s  p o in t  o f v iew ing  th a t  th e  c h i ld re n  and t h e i r  ex ce sses  

were checked. The women were de term ined  to  pay a t t e n t io n .  They wanted to  

h ea r and en joy  th e  programme. In  f a c t ,  th ey  had th e  volume of th e  s e t  

in c re a s e d . Meanwhile, th ey  sang  along  in  hushed to n e s .

A n o th e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  p o i n t  h e r e ,  i s  th e  way in  w h ich  t e l e v i s i o n
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d e te rm in e s  th e  ag en d a  o f  w hat i s  d i s c u s s e d .  W hile t h i s  may n o t  

n e c e s s a r i ly  be a resp o n se  to  a d i r e c t  cue from w ith in  th e  programme, as  

in  th e  d is c u s s io n  o f a s ta te m e n t, o r a v i s u a l ,  i t  may be a resp o n se  to  a 

cue t r ig g e r e d  o f f  by th e  l e s s  obvious a s p e c ts  of th e  programme. Because 

t e l e v i s io n  i s  responded to  in  t h i s  way, and such t r i g g e r s  fo r  v a r io u s  

in d iv id u a ls  may n o t be as r e a d i ly  o b se rv a b le , a s s e s s in g  j u s t  what i s  

ta k en  from t e le v i s io n  may n o t be p o s s ib le .  What ev er i s  g o t shou ld  a t  

b e s t  be t r e a te d  a s  an in d ic a to r  n o t an a b s o lu te .

T h e re  was o b v io u s  d is a p p o in tm e n t  a s  th e  i n t e r l u d e  g av e  way to  a

sch ed u led  programme. There was a chorus o f th e  exc lam ation  from bo th  th e

c h i ld re n  and th e  women. There was an o u tb u r s t  which summed up th e

f e e l in g  o f th e  group. I t  a ls o  e x p la in e d  th e  e f f e c t  of such f r u s t r a t i o n s

in  th e  v iew ing  e x p e rie n c e s , on th e  g e n e ra l a t t i t u d e  to  v iew ing .

S3: You n i tw i ts !  That i s  what th e y  alw ays do. Tease u s  w ith  
good m usic, and j u s t  when you s t a r t  en jo y in g  i t ,  th e y  zap 
i t  o f f ;  e s p e c ia l ly  d u r in g  th e  news.

T his i l l u s t r a t e s  what i s  p r i o r i t y  to  th e  women -  fo r  them th e  news was 

th e  in t e r r u p t io n ;  th e  p ro longed  and unwelcome in te r lu d e  between th e  

m usic which th ey  en jo y . They d id  n o t seem to  a p p re c ia te  th e  f a c t  t h a t  

th e  in te r lu d e s  d id  n o t c o n s t i tu t e  s u b s ta n t iv e  programmes in  th em selv es . 

A ll th ey  c a re d  about was t h a t  programme ty p e  which was p le a s in g  to  them.

The use o f m usica l in te r lu d e s  had become a s ta n d a rd  f e a tu r e  w ith in  th e  

b ro a d c a s t o f th e  netw ork news on s t a t e  owned s t a t io n s ,  as  e x p la in ed  in  

e a r l i e r  s e c t io n s .  T h is rem ark th e re fo re  r e f l e c t s  th e  f r u s t r a t i o n s  which 

such programming p r a c t ic e s  co u ld  have p e rp e tu a te d .

T his aud ience  was o b liv io u s  o f th e  p o l i t i c s  o f management, and was on ly
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aware o f th e  u n s a t i s f a c to r y  s e rv ic e .  I t  ap p ea rs  t h a t  th ey  were on ly  

c a te re d  f o r  a s  an a f t e r  th o u g h t. They were on th e  f r in g e  o f programming 

c o n s id e r a t io n s .  T his b e l i e f  c o n tr ib u te d  to  t h e i r  a p a th e t ic  resp o n se  to  

th e  programmes which m a n ife s ted  even w ith in  t h i s  o b s e rv a tio n  p e r io d . I t  

i s  t h i s ,  more th a n  s e t  ow nersh ip , t h a t  i s  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e  problem  of 

re a c h in g  t h i s  segment o f th e  p o p u la tio n  w ith  im p o rtan t developm ental 

m essages v ia  th e  m edia. T his p o in t i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  in  th e  sequence which 

fo llo w ed .

When th e  s t a t i o n ,  resumed th e  tra n s m is s io n  of music t h a t  was s im i la r  to  

th a t  which th e y  had removed a b ru p tly  f o r  th e  news, th e  au d ien ce , re fu se d  

to  a t te n d  to  i t .  R ather th e y  c a r r i e d  on t h e i r  c o n v e rs a tio n ; each to  

t h e i r  own. They seemed w ise in  doing so , because  th e  f e a tu r e  was only  as 

a r e s u l t  o f th e  d e lay s  in  th e  tra n s m is s io n  o f th e  netw ork new s. As soon 

as th e  netw ork news came on, th e  in t e r lu d e  was ag a in  d is c o n tin u e d .

The agenda f o r  t h e i r  c o n v e rs a tio n  had once ag a in  been p ro v id ed  by th e ,  

s tu n te d  v iew ing  e x p e rie n c e . The c h i ld r e n  d is c u s s e d  t h e i r  p re fe re n c e s  in  

th e  ty p e s  o f m usic, w h ils t  th e  m others co n tin u ed  th e  d is c u s s io n  on th e  

c e l e b r i t y 's  l i f e .  I t  was on ly  a t  t h i s  tim e (about 9 .00 p .m .) th a t  SI 

re tu rn e d  from th e  m arket. R a th er th an  w atch th e  news, th e  women p lanned  

t h e i r  i t i n e r a r y  f o r  th e  n e x t day.

Even among th e  c h i ld re n  th e  group i s  v e ry  f l u i d ,  i t s  c o n s t i tu t i o n  was 

c o n s ta n t ly  chang ing , as  p eo p le  were coming and go ing  a t  w i l l  in  th e  

"open h o u se" . The c h i ld re n  who had been ig n o red  had s t a r t e d  making a 

n o is e  and th e y  were s e n t  to  t h e i r  q u a r te r s  e s p e c ia l ly  in  view of th e  

tim e o f day.
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O b serv a tio n  ended a t  t h i s  tim e as th e  group had broken up.

In  th e  co u rse  o f t h e i r  d is c u s s io n ,  s u b je c ts  ex p re ssed  i n t e r e s t  in  

m usical v id e o s  fo r  th e  fo llo w in g  rea so n s  -

The f a c t  th a t  th ey  g o t a chance to  see  th e  a r t i s t e s ;  t h a t  one cou ld  

le a rn  th e  a p p ro p r ia te  dance s te p s  fo r  th e  m usic. I t  was th e  younger 

v iew ers who were more concerned  w ith  th e  l a t t e r .  The p o in t  le d  to  a 

d is c u s s io n  of how v is u a l s  h e lp  c l a r i f y  what i s  s a id  in  th e  au d io , and 

how how d em o n stra tio n  a id s  m e m o rab ility .

They r e c a l le d  fo r  exam ple, how v iew ing  c e r t a in  TV programmes had h e lp ed

to  make c e r t a in  idiom s and p ro v erb s  much c l e a r e r .  A ll th e s e  were p o in ts

th a t  th e y  used  to  b u t t r e s s  t h e i r  p re fe re n c e  of TV over r a d io .  Yet ra d io

i s  th e  medium th a t  i s  g e n e ra lly  assumed w il l  be more e f f e c t iv e  in  

re a c h in g  t h i s  segm ent.

The d a y 's  v ie w in g  had  i l l u s t r a t e d  th e  in a c c u r a c y  o f  w id e ly  h e ld  

assum ptions about t h i s  aud ien ce  segm ent. There was more cred en ce  f o r  

th e se  o b se rv a tio n s  in  th e  co u rse  o f th e  week, a s  w e ll as  in  th e  

ex p e rie n c e s  observed  in  o th e r  lo c a t io n s .

Day 3
By th e  t h i r d  day th e  ex c item en t o f th e  p r o je c t  had waned amongst th e  

a d u l ts  a lth o u g h  th e  c h i ld re n  were s t i l l  q u i t e  t i c k le d  by th e  p re sen ce  of 

th e  r e s e a rc h e r ,  and th e  m icrophones. What i s  s t r i k i n g  a t  t h i s  p o in t  i s  

th e  c o n firm a tio n  o f th e  e a r l i e r  o b s e rv a tio n , th a t  th e  women had c re a te d  

fo r  them selves an a l t e r n a t iv e  netw ork o f com m unication. I t  i s  im p o rtan t 

to  n o te  th a t  th e  use of r a d io  fo r  th e s e  women, d id  n o t d is c r im in a te
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between th e  exposure to  ra d io  waves, and th e  use o f th e  r a d io  s e t  f o r  

a l t e r n a t iv e  re a so n s . O ften tim es , i t  was th e  c a s s e t t e  p la y e r  in  th e  

r a d io ,  t h a t  was b e in g  u sed , to  p la y  c a s s e t t e s  of t h e i r  own ch o ice , and 

t h i s  was c o n s id e re d  to  be use  o f th e  " r a d io " .

The a d u l ts  had t h e i r  ch o res  th a t  k e p t them occupied  -  b u y ing , s e l l i n g ,  

a p p ra is in g  th e  v a lu e  of s to c k . There i s  r e g u la r  s o r t in g  o f th e  k o la n u t 

and th e  w ashing and d ry in g  o f new s to c k . B esides th e s e , th e r e  were d a i ly  

household  c h o re s ; washing; f e tc h in g  of w a te r; and th e  l i k e .  In  t h e i r  

f r e e  tim e , th ey  c h a t te d  o u ts id e ,  as th e y  "watched th e  w orld  go b y " . 

There i s  u s u a lly  enough to  c h a t abou t w ith  a l l  th e  happenings around.

There was u s u a lly  enough a c t i v i t y  going  on to  form th e  bedrock  of t h e i r  

c o n v e rsa tio n . There were r e p o r ts  on n e ig h b o u rs , on c h i ld r e n ,  p e rso n a l 

e x p e r ie n c e s , which were sh a red .

The p re s e n ta t io n  o f th e se  r e p o r ts  were q u i t e  t h e a t r i c a l .  There was th e  

added touch  o f drama which made t h e i r  l i v e s  more s im i la r  to  t h e i r  c h o ic e  

o f programmes. L ike S h ak esp ea re 's  f o o ls ,  t h e i r  t a l e s  were f u l l  o f sound 

and fu ry , b u t in  t h i s  c a se , they  were s ig n i f i c a n t .

There was no r e a l  view ing on t h i s  day . The s u b je c ts  had been encouraged  

to  pu rsue t h e i r  normal r o u t in e .  They were re la x e d  enough w ith  th e  

r e s e a rc h e r ,  n o t to  pu t on an a c t .  They seemed n o t b o th e re d  enough to  p u t 

one on, th e re  was no in c id e n ta l  v iew ing as  they  s a t  o u t in  th e  open t i l l  

very  l a t e .  There was no d e l ib e r a t e  v iew ing  e i th e r ,  as th e re  was no 

knowledge of an i n t e r e s t in g  programme. As a r e s u l t ,  th e re  was no v iew ing  

a t  a l l .
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It should not be surprising that the women were outside, and remained 
outside even at the arrival of the researcher, when one considers the 
design of the location.

Besides their stories and utterances, their actions, particularly the
children's games, were also similar to their choice of programmes. The
children in this location were quite "active". They are wont to hit each
other in "jest". This boisterous nature was also reflected in their
expressed preferences of actors and actresses.

"We enjoy Yoruba dramas. . . We also enjoy action film where 
there is fighting."
"I like to watch those so I can learn how to fight."
"I like Spiderman for example."
"I like Orisabunmi but I don't want to be like her."
"I like Fadeyi too!"
"Nobody wants to be like Fadeyi{"
"I want to be like Fadeyi."
"All hail the wicked, Fadeyi the wicked"
"I like Awojigini as well . . . he is a little boy who is a
versed occultist."
"Yes, we like Awojigini, the pea - sized child. He is hot!"

Besides Spiderman, the other enumerated favourite characters, are 
occultists. Orisabunmi is a pretty woman who is an acknowledged and 
versed occultist, usually representing good ideals of justice and 
liberation.

Fadeyi surnamed the wicked (has become a household name for wickedness 
in fact) is a diabolical occultist whose role is so well played that 
even in real life, people tend to dread the artiste. (He is so callous
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in the programmes, that he will not even spare his own child).

One th in g  t h a t  th e se  c h a ra c te r s  have in  common i s  t h e i r  prow ess in  

v e rb a l w a rfa re . Though th e  more common p la c e  p h y s ic a l v io le n c e  i s  a ls o  

p r e s e n t ,  more prom inent i s  th e  v e rb a l engagem ent, by which s p i r i t s  and 

powers a re  invoked .

The p o e t r y  (o f  su ch  i n c a n t a t i o n s )  h a s  b een  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  b e in g  

f a s c in a t in g .  I t  even c o n t r ib u te s  to  how th e  perfo rm ing  groups a re  

a s se s se d  by t h i s  aud ience g roup. For th e  c h i ld re n  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  and a ls o  

fo r  th e  a d u l t s ,  th e  p o e t . i c a l  d e v ic e s  which p la y  on words and sound a re  

found to  be s t r ik i n g  and se rv e  as  pneumonic d e v ic e s . Even when a 

c h a r a c t e r 's  name i s  n o t remembered, h is  u t te ra n c e s  a re  n o t r e a d i ly  

fo rg o t te n .  The fo llo w in g  a re  exam ples of such u t te ra n c e s  which came o u t 

o u t in  th e  c h i ld r e n 's  j i v e t a l k :

"Pe fu  e l e  le  , sun ke l e  l e  pe ke l e  tu n !"

The above i s  a m eaningless ex clam atio n  used  in  a v a r ie ty  o f ways, by a 

p a r t i c u l a r  a r t i s t e ,  and a ls o  th e  c h i ld re n .

"Ti o , k e le b e !"

A nother ex c lam atio n  e x p re ss in g  d is g u s t ,  d is d a in ,  o r  n o n -ch a lan ce . The 

word "K elebe" means phlegm.

"Ma so o mo!" -  meaning "Say no m ore."

A commonly used  exc lam ation  amongst th e  s t r e e tw is e .

" S a b a b i o k e !"  [A form  o f  h a i l i n g ,  t h a t  h a s  becom e an 
a p p e l la t io n  between two p a r t i c u l a r  c h a ra c te r s  in  a drama 
g ro u p . A l l  th e  e x p r e s s io n s  w ere ta k e n  from  d i f f e r e n t  
c h a r a c te r s  in  th e  Yoruba d ram as.]
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As with their mothers, the children found these utterances amusing. They 
used them to identify the programmes in which the personalities who 
utter them, were featured. In the final analysis, their identification 
of the programmes therefore revolved around the utterances.

Rather than refer to a programme by its title, they referred to it by a 
prominent or favoured character, who is usually remembered by his action 
or his utterance and in some cases by the name.

The r e l i s h  w ith  which th ey  r e - l i v e d  th o se  e x p e rie n c e s , e s p e c ia l ly  th o se  

p e r ta in in g  to  su p er - n a tu r a l  prow ess, i s  n o te  w orthy. The m other, (S I) 

who looked on as  th e  s t o r i e s  were to ld ,  co n fessed  th a t  she  had been  

t o t a l l y  ig n o ra n t o f th e  programmes. In  some c a se s , she wondered when th e  

c h i l d r e n  h ad  w a tch ed  th e  p rogram m es. T h is  i n d i c a t e s  th e  ty p e  o f  

" freed o m " t h a t  th e  c h i l d r e n  h ad . I t  a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  la c k  o f  

c e n so rsh ip  t h a t  th e  communal n a tu re  of v iew ing  can encou rage . A s im i la r  

tr e n d  was observed  in  lo c a t io n  1, (Day 6 ) .  A ccording to  th e  c h i ld re n  

h e re , th e y  some o f th e  programmes had n o t been viewed on t h e i r  own s e t ,  

b u t a t  o th e r  lo c a t io n s ,  w ith  o th e r  p eo p le , who were n o t s e n s i t i v e  enough 

to discriminate what the children could or could n o t watch. Often times, 

th ey  were w ith  you ths o r  young a d u l ts ,  as  th e  m others them selves were 

alm ost alw ays n o t a t  home, hav ing  gone abou t t h e i r  b u s in e s s .

O b se rv a tio n  ended fo r  t h a t  day a t  about 9 .00  p.m. w ith o u t any view ing 

b e in g  re c o rd e d .

Day 4
There was no viewing and no prolonged observation. At the time
researcher called, the subject had not returned from the day's business.
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and r e s e a rc h e r  was r e l i a b ly  inform ed t h a t  she would n o t come back t i l l  

ve ry  l a t e .  This f i t t e d  th e  p re v io u s  d a y 's  p a t te r n ,  and th e  s u b je c t s ' 

accoun t o f t h e i r  d a i ly  a c t i v i t i e s .

In  a d d i t io n ,  th e  s u b je c t  was to  a t te n d  some to  fam ily  commitment; a 

fu n e ra l  ceremony. The concep t of a fu n e ra l  ceremony in  t h i s  c u l tu r e ,  i s  

u s u a lly  i s  a very  e la b o ra te  a f f a i r .  Depending on how a f f lu e n t  th e  

d eceased  was, th e  ceremony i s  u s u a lly  very  c o s t ly  in  te rm s o f tim e, 

money and e f f o r t .  I t  i s  u s u a l ly  an a f f a i r  l a s t in g  a t  l e a s t  2 days.

As on th e  p rev io u s  day, th e  c h i ld r e n  were p la y in g  o u ts id e ,  and n o t 

showing any i n t e r e s t  in  w atch ing  te l e v i s io n .

On th e  fo llo w in g  day, th e  s u b je c ts  ( p a r t i c u la r l y  th e  c h i ld re n )  re p o r te d  

t h a t  they  had n o t sw itched  on th e  s e t  a t  a l l .

I t  was th e  second day th a t  th e  fu n c tio n a l  s e t  had no t been used  a t  a l l .  

Day 5

Any n o v e lty  th a t  accompanied th e  p r o je c t  by t h i s  tim e had worn o f f .  The 

a d u l ts  and th e  c h i ld re n  went about t h e i r  normal d u t i e s .  T h is v e r i f i e d  

th e  p a t t e r n  o f view ing which th e  women had e a r l i e r  d e s c r ib e d .

Those a d u l ts  who were a t  home e a r ly  in  th e  evenings were th o se  w ith  very  

young c h i ld r e n ;  th e  e ld e r ly  who do n o t go to  th e  farm ; and th e  very  

h e a v i ly  p reg n an t one. They were in  th e  h a b i t  of s i t t i n g  o u ts id e  and 

c h a t t in g  a s  has been ob serv ed . The e a r ly  evening  i s  a l s o  th e  tim e when 

w ate r i s  f e tc h e d , and s to ck ed  in  th e  house; an a c t i v i t y  which i s  engaged 

in  by b o th  th e  c h i ld re n  and f i t  a d u l t s .
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I t  i s  a ls o  a tim e when th e  k o la  i s  w ashed. T his i s  p o s s ib ly  due to  th e  

f a c t  t h a t  w ate r i s  fe tc h e d  a t  th a t  tim e . There i s  a ls o  th e  f a c t  t h a t  

th o se  who go to  th e  farm , s t a r t  to  r e tu r n  about t h i s  tim e . The buses 

come in  a t  abou t 6 .00 p.m . b u t they  u s u a l ly  drop  th e  p a sse n g e rs  o f f  a t  

th e  m arket p la c e .  (See pho to  o f m arket p la c e )  93 7

Some o f th e  p e o p le , who come s t r a i g h t  home, (n o t w a itin g  to  s e l l  t h e i r  

w a re s ) , a r r iv e  home any tim e from abou t 6 .30  p.m. By t h i s  tim e  i f  th ey  

a re  so  in c l in e d ,  e s p e c ia l ly  i f  they  have enough w ater s to ck ed  th ey  m ight 

proceed  to  wash th e  k o la  im m ediately .

Indeed  th o se  who have th in g s  to  buy in  th e  m arket ten d  to  go in  th e  

even ing  abou t 6. 30 p.m. to  c a tc h  th o se  coming s t r a i g h t  from th e  farm . 

T his en a b le s  them g e t farm  f r e s h  fo o d s . B es id es, th e re  i s  th e  added 

c o n s id e ra t io n  o f aim ing to  buy d i r e c t l y  from th e  farm p eo p le  them se lv es , 

th e re b y  c u t t in g  o u t th e  m iddle man. T h is  i s  a way by which they  g e t  

b e t t e r  b a rg a in s .  T his i s  th e  co n ce p tio n  th a t  u n d e r l ie s  th e  in h e r i te d  

p r a c t i s e .

Those " fa rm ers"  who go to  th e  m arket to  s e l l ,  o f te n  do n o t r e tu r n  home 

e a r l i e r  th a n  10.00 p.m. Si on Day 2 had on ly  re tu rn e d  e a r ly  a t  abou t 

9 .00 p .m ., because  she was m indfu l of th e  re s e a rc h  e x e rc is e .

The e x p la n a tio n  fo r  t h i s  f e a tu r e  i s  th e  poor s a le s  in  th e  m arket. 

A ccording to  them, th ey  to o  would l i k e  to  " c lo se  shop" e a r ly ,  b u t when 

t h e r e p o o r  s a le s ,  th ey  ten d  to  h o ld  on in  th e  m arket, hop ing  th a t  a 

custom er co u ld  come a t  th e  l a s t  m inute and make a l l  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  to  

th e  d a y 's  e f f o r t .
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In v a r ia b ly  th e y  come back home, t i r e d  e s p e c ia l ly  as  t h e i r  day u s u a lly  

had s t a r t e d  even b e fo re  s u n r is e .  The f a t ig u e  was u s u a l ly  compounded by

th e  d isap p o in tm en t and f r u s t r a t i o n  o f poor s a le s .  In  such  a mood, i t  i s
%

d i f f i c u l t  to  im agine t h a t  th ey  cou ld  be im pressed  b y ^ te le v is io n  s e rv ic e  

a s  i t  was.

On th e  a v e ra g e , supper i s  e a te n  a t  about 9 . 00 p.m. in  t h i s  lo c a t io n .  At 

t h i s  tim e , soipe of th e  c h i ld r e n  a re  s t i l l  q u i te  a l e r t  and b o is te ro u s .  

V erbal and p h y s ic a l a s s a u l t  i s  n o t alw ays o f f e n s iv e .

S1 was home e a r ly  on t h i s  day, to  com pensate fo r  h e r  absence th e

p re v io u s  day . A lthough she sw itched  on th e  t e l e v i s io n ,  b u t d id  n o t watch 

i t  a t  a l l .  She was n o t alw ays w ith in  v iew ing  ran g e . She had m erely l e f t  

th e  s e t  on, as  a form of h o s p i t a l i t y .  She went about h e r  u su a l b u s in e s s .

By 8 .00  p .m ., th e  LTV World news in  E n g lish  was on, b u t i t  was no t

w atched . The netw ork news came on a t  9 . 00 p.m. b u t i t  was n o t

c o n sc io u s ly  a tte n d e d  e i t h e r .  However because  th e  s e t  was on, and s u b je c t  

was in  th e  room, hav ing  h e r  d in n e r  a t  th e  tim e, th e re  w ere some v is u a ls  

and th u s  news item s which caugh t h e r  a t t e n t i o n .  She had been busy 

cooking  th e  even ing  meal d u rin g  th e  e a r l i e r  (LTV) n ew scas t, and so she 

had m issed  any p o s s ib ly  i n t e r e s t i n g  ite m s .

I t  was th e  v is u a ls  accompanying a r e p o r t  o f a f i r e  in  one o f th e  m ajor 

m arkets in  Kano; one o f th e  c i t i e s  in  th e  n o r th ,  t h a t  had a t t r a c t e d  h e r 

i n t e r e s t .  In  th e  f i r s t  in s ta n c e ,  she was a t t r a c t e d  by th e  b la z e  th a t  she 

saw in  th e  r e p o r t .  She became even more in t e r e s te d  becau se  she )uiew th e  

m arke t, and cou ld  th e re f o r e  b e t t e r  a p p re c ia te  th e  m agnitude o f th e
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d i s a s t e r .  She was very  a t t e n t i v e  to  th e  d e t a i l s  of th e  s to r y ,  and even 

made th e  c h i ld re n  keep q u ie t .  She e l im in a te d  th e  d i s t r a c t i o n  th a t  cou ld  

have come from them. T his re sp o n se  was m o tiv a ted  by th e  f a m i l i a r i t y  w ith  

th e  s u b je c t  o f th e  s to ry ,  and a ls o  by human com passion fo r  th e  d i s a s t e r .

The r e s p o n s e  a l s o  i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e s e  s u b j e c t s  a r e  

i n t e r e s te d ,  and would even a t te n d  th e  news, i f  th e  item s were o f 

i n t e r e s t  to  them . The ab o v e  e n u m e ra t io n  o f  th e  r e a s o n s  f o r  th e  

fa v o u ra b le  re sp o n se , sh o u ld  be h e lp fu l  in  making c l e a r e r ,  th e  concep t o f 

" i n t e r e s t " ,  which can o th e rw ise  be v ery  vague.

A lthough th e  mother was accommodating, th e  c h i ld re n  by t h i s  day no 

lo n g e r co n cealed  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  r e s e a r c h e r 's  p resen ce  a t  t h a t  tim e o f 

th e  day (9 .40  p .m .) was in c o n v e n ie n t. The c h i ld re n  by th e  tim e had 

wanted to  s le e p . There was no programme th a t  was " in te r e s t in g " ,  and no 

good reaso n  why they  w anted to  s ta y  awake s in c e  they  had had t h e i r  

d in n e r . The news h e ld  no a t t r a c t i o n  f o r  them as  i t  d id  fo r  t h e i r  m other. 

They d id  n o t seem b o th e re d  by th e  item s even when they  co u ld  se e , and 

u n d e rs tan d  what was go ing  on. The im pact o f th e  ev en t in  th e  f i r e  s to ry ,  

fo r  exam ple, seemed l o s t  on even th e  13 y ea r o ld . T his may be due to  

th e  manner and tim e o f p r e s e n ta t io n ,  b u t th e  c h i ld re n  d id  n o t show any 

re sp o n se  to  th e  in fo rm a tio n . At t h a t  p o in t  a l l  th ey  c a re d  abou t was 

g e t t in g  t h e i r  r e s t .

In  f a c t ,  th e  r e a l l y  l i t t l e  ones by t h i s  tim e had been f a l l i n g  a s le e p  in  

th e  c h a i r s ,  o r th e  bed and on th e  f lo o r ;  w herever th ey  had been s e a te d . 

The o ld e r  ones had to  e x e rc is e  r e s t r a i n t  t i l l  th e  re s e a rc h e r  l e f t ,  and 

th ey  cou ld  sp read  t h e i r  m ats on th e  f lo o r ,  and tu rn  in  f o r  th e  n ig h t .  

They d id  n o t h id e  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e y  were im p a tie n t. T his was a s tro n g
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i n d ic a to r  t h a t  th e  group had re tu rn e d  to  i t s  norm al r o u t in e ,  fo llo w in g  

th e  i n i t i a l  n o v e lty  of th e  p r o je c t .  I t  th u s  b o o s ts  th e  co n fid e n ce  th a t  

can be p la c e d  in  th e  o b s e rv a tio n s . O b se rv a tio n  ended a t  abou t 10.00 p.m.

Day 6

There was no o b se rv a tio n  as s u b je c ts  had s e v e ra l  s o c ia l  o b l ig a t io n s  to  

a t te n d  to ,  in c lu d in g  one in  a n e ig h b o u rin g  town. An a tte m p t to  observe  

th e  c h i ld r e n  in  th e  absence of t h e i r  m other was f o i l e d  by th e  c u t in  th e  

p u b lic  power su p p ly . T his was an added re a so n  fo r  th e  c h i ld r e n  to  f in d  

a l t e r n a t i v e  ways of spending  t h e i r  tim e on a day which they  norm ally  

would have watched te le v i s io n ,  (going  by t h e i r  r e p o r t ,  and assessm en t o f 

th e  s t a t i o n s '  p a t te r n  o f s c h e d u lin g ) .

Day 7

F ollow ing  th e  m arathon s o c ia l i s in g  o f th e  p rev io u s  day , th e  s u b je c ts  

were a l l  exhausted  on Sunday morning. The c h i ld r e n  were however, q u i te  

a l e r t ,  a s  th e  whole "fam ily"  s e t t l e d  down to  watch th e  Yoruba drama.

The p a r t i c u l a r  programme was a r e p e a t ;  th e  c h i ld re n  had w atched i t  

b e fo re ,  b u t they  were engrossed  in  th e  v iew ing a l l  th e  same. The

p re v io u s  exposure  had n o t dampened t h e i r  i n t e r e s t ,  i t  had on ly  made

t h e i r  sc re e n  s id e  commentary more a c c u ra te .  They co u ld  more c o r r e c t ly  

p r e d ic t  th e  p a t te r n  of e v e n ts , even a n t i c ip a t e  th e  e x a c t  words o f th e  

c h a r a c te r s .

The m other had n o t seen  th e  programme b e fo re  and she d id  n o t r e j e c t  i t s

c o n te n t .  They a l l  viewed th e  programme as  r e a l i t y ,  n o t q u e ry in g  b u t

a c c e p tin g  th e  rea so n in g  and th e  s to ry  l i n e .
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The programme was abou t a queen; a re g e n t whose te n u re  was up, b u t who 

was n o t  p r e p a r e d  to  y i e l d  h e r  s e a t  to  h e r  b r o t h e r ,  t h e  c h o se n  

s u b s ta n t iv e  r u l e r .  As i t  happened, th e  woman was a ls o  a w itc h  and h e r  

m ates in  th e  " c r a f t " ,  had been w reaking havoc on th e  tow n. There were 

s e v e ra l  t r a g e d ie s  b e in g  re p o r te d  a l l  over th e  town.

The q u e e n 's  involvem ent w ith  a l l  th e  c a la m ity , was n o t i n i t i a l l y  known 

to  a l l .  I t  was a c lo s e ly  guarded s e c r e t  which h e r  b r o th e r ,  th e  h e i r  to  

th e  th ro n e , in a d v e r te n t ly  d isc o v e re d . For se e in g  h e r  in  h e r  o th e r  form, 

th e  b ro th e r  was made b l in d .  To p re v e n t him from re v e a lin g  th e  s e c r e t ,  he 

was a ls o  made dumb in s t a n t ly ,  w ith  a s p e l l  invoked by th e  s i s t e r .

A d iv in e r  was summoned to  examine th e  sudden and m y ste rio u s  a ilm e n t o f 

th e  "would be" k in g . He was a b le  to  d e te c t  th a t  th e  r e g e n t queen was a 

w itc h  and  t h a t  sh e  was r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  th e  p ro b le m . To p r o t e c t  

th em se lv es , th e  o th e r  w itch es  a t ta c k e d  t h i s  man, and c o -o p te d  h i s  

d au g h te r  in to  t h e i r  c r a f t ,  so  th a t  she cou ld  a s s i s t  in  sa b o ta g in g  th e  

f a t h e r 's  e f f o r t s ,  and ru in  h is  r e p u ta t io n .

SI w a tc h e d  th e  program m e in  s i l e n c e ,  w h ile  th e  c h i l d r e n  r a n  th e

commentary t h a t  gave th e  group a u n i ta ry  re a d in g . At th e  p o in t  where th e

m an's c h i ld  was in c o rp o ra te d  in to  w i tc h c ra f t ,  th e  s u b je c t  broke h e r

s i le n c e ,  to  sound a n o te  o f w arning to  h e r  c h i ld re n  who appeared  to  be

more concerned  abou t th e  e n te r ta in m e n t v a lu e  o f th e  programme.

S I: That i s  how peo p le  a re  co -o p ted  [ in to  w i tc h c r a f t ]  and 
th a t  i s  why we t e l l  you peop le  to  be c a r e fu l  in  your 
movements.

From h e r  o u tb u r s t ,  i t  was c l e a r  t h a t  th e  woman eq u a ted  th e  happen ings 

th a t  she  saw on th e  programme w ith  r e a l i t y .  Though i t  may be co n s id e re d

311



to  be f i c t i o n ,  t h a t  th e  d e t a i l s  o f  th e  s to r y  a r e  non f a c t u a l  

programming, th e  Yoruba drama i s  r e l a t e d  to  by i t s  fans a s  r e a l i t y .  The 

o p in io n  in fo rm in g  t h i s  a t t i t u d e ,  i s  t h a t  th e  p ro d u ce rs ' im a g in a tio n  i s  

fed  by t h e i r  e x p e rien ce  and o b s e rv a tio n .

The view ing co n tin u ed  w ith  th e  group a g a in  in t e n t  on se e in g  th e  outcome 

o f th e  s to r y .

The d iv in e r  was to  have been s e n t  ou t o f town because o f th e  many jo b s  

t h a t  had been botched  up -  th e  many l i v e s  th a t  had been l o s t .  The re g e n t 

had en g in ee red  th i s  scheme to  r i d  h e r s e l f  o f th e  p o te n t ia l  "menace" t h a t  

th e  d iv in e r  co u ld  become. T his was when th e  d iv in e r  c o n su lte d  a n o th e r , 

who made th e  lo o se  co n n ec tio n s  f i t .  The o th e r  d iv in e r  h e lp ed  to  id e n t i f y  

th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  m an's d a u g h te r  had been in c o rp o ra te d  in to  th e  "enemy 

camp". He a ls o  recommended th e  s a c r i f i c e s  which th e  man had to  make, to  

remedy th e  s i t u a t io n .

In  th e  meantime th e  re g e n t was p lan n in g  how to  k i l l  th e  man p h y s ic a l ly ,  

because he s t i l l  had cu sto d y  o f th e  b ro th e r ;  th e  r i g h t f u l  h e i r  to  th e  

th ro n e . The lo c a l  g o ss ip , stum bled  on th a t  m eeting, where t h i s  was b e in g  

a rran g ed , and o v erheard  t h e i r  p la n s .  She escaped  bu t n o t b e fo re  she had 

been seen . She was s tab b ed  in  th e  back by m agical means. A lthough th e  

woman d ie d , she was a b le  to  re v e a l h e r  knowledge o f th e  p lo t ;  th e  

in fo rm a tio n  th a t  had claim ed  h e r  l i f e .

The f i n a l  show down was when th e  d i v i n e r ,  now em powered by th e  

p r i n c i p a l i t i e s  to  whom h e  had  o f f e r e d  s a c r i f i c e s  o f  a p p e a se m e n t, 

overpow ered th e  w itch es  in c lu d in g  h is  d au g h te r , and th e  r e g e n t .  He was 

a ls o  a b le  to  r e le a s e  th e  crown p r in c e  from th e  s p e l l ,  f r e e in g  him to
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ta k e  over th e  th ro n e . The " te r r o r s "  were b an ish ed  from th e  "kingdom" and 

n o t k i l l e d  o u t r ig h t ,  because o f th e  com passionate  d i s p o s i t io n  o f th e  new 

k ing .

Such was th e  p lo t  in  which th e  s u b je c ts  were en g ro ssed . As observed , 

they  p a r t i c ip a te d  v ic a r io u s ly ,  and in  t h i s  view ing s i t u a t io n  as w e ll, 

th e  a lre a d y  n o ted  p a t te r n s ,  were ag a in  d is p la y e d .

There was no more v iew ing f o r  th a t  day, a s  th e  t i r e d  s u b je c t  wanted to  

r e s t ,  and c a tc h  h e r  b re a th e  in  a n t ic ip a t io n  of th e  c h a lle n g e s  of a new 

week. In  f a c t ,  she was so t i r e d ,  t h a t  she d e c lin e d  going fo r  a m eeting 

of h e r  s o c ia l  g roup, o p tin g  to  pay a f in e  fo r  h e r  absence in s te a d .  Had 

she n o t been th a t  t i r e d ,  she would have gone fo r  th e  m eeting , and n o t 

viewed t e le v is io n  s t i l l .

B efore very  long , th e  concerns of th e  group , among o th e r  c o n s id e ra tio n s  

encouraged them to  s i t  o u ts id e  in  th e  open. Lounging in  th e  open f a r  

away from th e  s e t ,  th e  s u b je c t  was n o t encouraged to  view any programme 

which may have come a lo n g , o f which she had n o t been aw are. The chances 

of in c id e n ta l  view ing were th u s  e l im in a te d .

The c h i ld re n  were made to  p re p a re  fo r  sc h o o l. They were to  resume th e  

fo llo w in g  day, a f t e r  a long  h o lid a y . There were uniform s to  be p rep a red , 

books to  be s o r te d ,  h a i r  to  be done and so on. Because th e s e  had been 

l e f t  t i l l  th e  l a s t  m inute i t  became a b ig  d e a l .  As a r e s u l t ,  th e re  was 

no s e t t l e d  atm osphere to  watch in ,  even i f  th e  i n t e r e s t  cou ld  have been 

d ev e lo p ed .

On th e  whole, th e re  had n o t been so much view ing as  th e  women had
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r e p o r te d  a t  th e  i n i t i a l  c o n ta c t ,  and a ls o  in  t h e i r  d is c u s s io n s .  W ith 

t h i s  group th e  d is c u s s io n  had been conducted  on Day 1 as  th e  s u b je c ts  

were in  a h u rry  to  g e t i t  over and done w ith . This was j u s t  as  w e ll , 

b ecau se , ex cep t fo r  Day 1, which in c id e n ta l ly  was a p u b lic  h o lid a y , 

m arking a r e le v a n t  f e s t i v a l ,  th e  group co u ld  n o t e a s i l y  be converged on 

any o th e r  day . This too  i s  an i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f th e  l iv in g  p a t te r n  of th e  

p eo p le , which in v a r ia b ly  a f f e c te d  t h e i r  u se  o f th e  medium.

Discussion - A catalogue of Woes
The d is c u s s io n  w ith  t h i s  group can b e s t  be d e sc r ib e d  a s  a c a ta lo g u e  o f 

woes, th e  d e t a i l s  of which have no p la c e  in  t h i s  c o n te x t.  The group was 

f u l l  o f com p la in ts  about th e  t e l e v i s io n  s e rv ic e  as  an e x te n s io n  o f 

governm ent. T h e ir  co m pla in ts  and o b se rv a tio n s  h ig h l ig h t  th e  im portance 

o f a b e t t e r  P u b lic  r e l a t io n s  approach to  in fo rm a tio n  management, by th e  

governm ent a s  a whole. They h ig h l ig h te d  th e  need fo r  governm ent to  be 

open to  c r i t i c i s m s ,  from t h e i r  media, fo r  such to  be c r e d ib le .  There 

was a ls o  th e  need fo r  more m e ticu lo u s  in v e s t ig a t io n  and fo llo w  up o f 

governm ent s t o r i e s .

They c h a lle n g e d  th e  r o le  o f th e  media as  th e  " fo u r th  e s t a t e "  of th e  

rea lm . They acknowledged th e  p o te n t ia l  o f th e  media a s  an in t e g r a l  arm 

o f th e  govern ing  p ro c e ss , and i t  was fo r  t h i s  rea so n  th a t  th ey  were 

d is a p p o in te d  by th e  perform ance.

They c o u ld  n o t  e x c u se  th e  p e r c e iv e d  in a d e q u a c ie s  i n  th e  m edia 

i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and they  co u ld  n o t s e p a ra te  them, from th e  government who 

sponso red  them. For in s ta n c e  they  expec ted  th a t  th e  news in  th e  m edia, 

s h o u ld  n o t  o n ly  b r in g  in f o r m a t io n ,  b u t  p r e s e n t  t h e i r  v iew s to  

governm ent. F a i lu r e  to  do so , amounted to  b e t r a y a l .  T his was th e  main
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i n d ic a to r  o f th e  p e rc e iv e d  (government) n e g le c t .  The in s u f f ic ie n c y  of 

r e le v a n t  programmes was m erely th e  c o n firm a tio n  o f th e  f a c t .

The te l e v i s i o n  was d e sc r ib e d  by one of th e  women a s  th e  l i n k  betw een 

heaven and e a r th  ( " J 'a y e ,  j 'o r u n " ) .  T his was th e  te ch n o lo g y , b u t th e  

perform ance o f th e  o p e ra to rs  was found to  be a d isa p p o in tm e n t.

"The TV w orkers a re  w orking fo r  them selves"

The unanimous o p in io n  was t h a t ,  w ith  th e  p o te n t ia l  o f th e  medium, th e re  

i s  much more t h a t  can be accom plished . I t  was because  th e  programme 

makers were m erely  wage e a rn e rs ,  th a t  they  were n o t p re s e n tin g  a 

b a lan ced  view  o f h ap p en in g s . They were on ly  doing as th ey  were to ld  by 

"governm ent".

"The r a d io  w orkers a re  p la ced  th e re  by governm ent, o r  who 
p a y s  them ? The TV s t a f f  l i k e w is e  a r e  p la c e d  t h e r e  by 
g o v e rn m e n t. Or who p a y s  t h e i r  s a l a r i e s  i s  i t  n o t  th e  
governm ent? They ought to  be a b le  to  a s s i s t  th e  p e o p le . I  
mean a l l  p eo p le  in  N ig e r ia ."

"We a s s i s t  them b u t th ey  d o n 't  a s s i s t  u s ."

"You se e , th e  reaso n  why we com plain about th e  r a d io  [ i . e .  
th e  media] i s  th a t  th e y  shou ld  be ou r h e lp e r  [champion] bu t 
th e  way we see  i t ,  th e re  seems to  be "am c o n te n t w ith  my lo t "  
in  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e

The p e rc e iv e d  im potence o f th e  media made them u n r e l i a b le .  The women 

f e l t  t h a t  t r u s t i n g  th e  media would on ly  d e l iv e r  them up to  g r e a te r  

s u f f e r in g ,  as  th e  "w atch-dog" was su re  to  abandon them . They had 

exam ples (o f governm ent announcements which had been fe a tu re d  on f a c tu a l  

p rogram m es) t o  b u t t r e s s  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n .  T h is  was an  i n t e r e s t i n g  

d im ension  to  th e  p e rc e p tio n  o f th e  media a s  " l i a r s " .

" T h e re 's  no t r u s t i n g  t h e i r  u t te r a n c e s .  They j u s t  t a lk  because 
i t  e n su re s  th e  payment o f t h e i r  s a l a r i e s . "

"They n ev er la c k  som ething to  say you know, they  j u s t  t a l k . "
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"You se e  th e y  i n i t i a t e  th e se  programmes, and th ey  do n o t have 
th e  c o n t ro l  to  keep th e  e x ce sse s  in  check. . . Do you se e , 
i t ' s  more o r  l e s s  l i k e  p u n ish in g  th e  p e o p le ."

[The l a s t  comment was r e f e r r in g  to  th e  c i t i z e n  en lig h ten m en t 
cam paigns]

I t  was on ly  in  th e  r e p o r t  o f d i s a s t e r s  o r o f in c id e n ts  in  rem ote p la c e s ,  

th a t  th e  media were p e rc e iv e d  as  b e in g  h o n es t and r e l i a b l e .  These were 

s t o r i e s  t h a t  th ey  co u ld  n o t r e a d i ly  v e r i f y  in  th e  co u rse  o f t h e i r  

e x p e rie n c e , as  opposed to  th e  r e p o r t  o f government p la n s .

On th e  w hole, th ey  ex p re ssed  an i n t e r e s t  in  th e  news, and th e  d is c u s s io n  

o f c u r r e n t  a f f a i r s  from which th ey  had been m a rg in a lise d . T h is i n t e r e s t  

cou ld  however n o t be observed  in  t h e i r  b eh av io u r. In s te a d  th e re  was a 

was very  s tro n g  d i s t r u s t  and non - ch a la n c e .

From th e  comments, i t  became a p p a re n t t h a t  t h e i r  assessm en t, compounded 

th e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s e d  m a rg in a l is a t io n .  The e f f o r t s  o f th e  s t a t i o n s  to  

reac h  t h i s  segm ent was th u s  more o r l e s s  w asted . T his c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  

s u b je c ts  view s from t e l e v i s i o n .

Jaundiced Views
T e le v is io n  in  t h i s  lo c a t io n  had a very  r e s t r i c t i v e  d e f in i t i o n .

The f a c t  t h a t  th e  r e c e p t io n  was r e s t r i c t e d  to  a p a r t i c u l a r  s t a t i o n

a f f e c te d  t h e i r  o p in io n  abou t th e  s t a t e  government a s  th e  fo llo w in g

comment i l l u s t r a t e s .

"Lagos s t a t e  i s  more co n sc io u s  o f i t s  c i t i z e n s  th a n  Ogun 
s t a t e .  They a ls o  have farm lands in  Ikorodu , and t h e i r  media 
in  Lagos does n o t s to p  m en tion ing  them. But Ogun, s t a t e  has 
n e g le c te d  i t s  p e o p le . . . "
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T his a ssessm en t i s  n o t r e l i a b l e ,  because  th e  s u b je c ts  d id  n o t w atch any 

o f th e  s t a t i o n s  in  Ogun s t a t e ,  in  which th ey  r e s id e .  They co u ld  

th e re f o r e  n o t say  i f  th e se  f e a tu re d  th e  happenings in  th e  s t a t e .

There was a v ery  d e l ib e r a te  u se  o f even th a t  s in g le  s t a t i o n  to  which 

th ey  had a c c e s s .  T his f u r th e r  r e s t r i c t e d  th e  programming base  from which 

th e  s u b je c ts  cou ld  g e t images of th e  w orld . They on ly  w atched Yoruba 

dram as, and m u s ic a ls , when th e y  stum bled on them. The e x a g g e ra tio n  o f 

th e s e  im ages shou ld  in c re a s e  th e  concern  fo r  Yoruba d ram as.

A lready th e r e  has been e x te n s iv e  d is c u s s io n  of th e  themes o f programmes 

from which th e  women purpose to  le a rn  le s s o n s ,  on how to  cope w ith  l i f e .  

These " f i c t i o n a l "  programmes were co n s id e re d  more r e le v a n t ,  and more 

h o n es t in  t h e i r  p r e s e n ta t io n  o f l i f e .  What i s  no tew orthy  i s  th e  em phasis 

p la c e d  on d ia b o l ic a l  p lo t s .  T his f u e ls  th e  d i s t r u s t f u l  a t t i t u d e  o f th e  

s u b je c t s ,  by t h e i r  own adm ission .

The c u lm in a tio n  of t h i s  p a t te r n ,  by in fe re n c e , i s  t h a t  TV b reed s  a 

c u l tu r e  o f d i s t r u s t .  T h is i s  r e f l e c te d  in  th e  s u b je c ts  rem arks abou t th e  

p o r t r a y a l  o f l i f e .

In  s p i t e  o f t h e i r  co m p la in ts , th e  s u b je c ts  f e l t  th e re  was a p la c e  fo r  

th e  medium, and so th e  s e rv ic e  shou ld  be m a in ta in ed , b u t made more 

r e le v a n t  to  t h e i r  n e e d s .
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LOCATION 3 - AT HOME WITH AN 'AREA MUMMY'

This i s  supposed to  be a n u c le a r  fam ily  s e t t i n g .  S u b jec t has 4 c h i ld re n ,  

aged between 10 and 15 y e a r s . Three o f th e se  a re  in  secondary  s c h o o l.

The fo u r th  was in  h i s  l a s t  y ea r in  p rim ary  sch o o l. The o ld e r  th re e  a re
!

in  b o ard in g  s c h o o ls . D uring th e  s tu d y  p e r io d , they  were home fo r  th e  |

E a s te r  h o lid a y s , so th e re  was a f u l l  house. In  a d d i t io n  th e re  was a 

r e l a t i v e  who l iv e d  w ith  th e  fam ily . She was a young lady  who u s u a lly  

t r i e d  to  r e s p e c t  th e  W este rn ised  v a lu e s  of th e  fam ily , by being  a s  

u n o b tru s iv e  as  p o s s ib le .  There was a ls o  a non . r e s id e n t i a l  houseboy. He 

l iv e d  in  th e  boys q u a r te r s .  At th e  tim e of th e  s tu d y , one grandm other 

was l iv in g  w ith  th e  fa m ily . She a ls o  was q u i te  u n o b tru s iv e . She had
j

problem s w ith  h e r  v is io n ,  and a ls o ,  because  she cou ld  n o t speak E n g lish , yj

she had d i f f i c u l t y  com m unicating w ith  h e r  g ra n d c h ild re n , who were no t a s  . |

com petent w ith  th e  d i a l e c t  o f Yoruba t h a t  she spoke. j

The s u b je c t  (51) was abou t 45 y e a rs  o ld .  She i s  an edu ca ted  farm er.

Because she i s  a government a g r i c u l tu r a l  e x te n s io n  w orker, she i s  

r o u t in e ly  in  to u ch  w ith  th e  r u r a l  women. In  f a c t  she one o f th e  

o rg a n is e rs  o f th e  government sponsored  " B e tte r  L ife  fo r  R ural Women" 

p r o je c t  . T his made h e r an i n t e r e s t i n g  s u b je c t .

The s u b je c t  (S I) was an o p in io n  le a d e r ,  a s  w ell as b e in g  a s ig n i f i c a n t  

o th e r .  The f a c t  th a t  she a ls o  engaged in  tra d in g  a lo n g s id e  h e r  jo b , 

meant th a t  she was in  touch  w ith  women from o th e r  s o c ia l  backgrounds.

She i s  a member o f many s o c ia l  c lu b s ; and matron o f many more. She i s  

tre n d y , and f r i e n d ly .  Her d i s p o s i t io n ,  h e r  age, and h e r s t a t u s  e x p la in  

why she was an a d v is e r  to  many young women. She i s  one o f such women, 

who a re  o th e rw ise  known as  " a re a  mummy".
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The n a tu re  o f h e r  jo b , and h e r p e rso n , meant th a t  she t r a v e l l e d  very  

f r e q u e n t ly .  T h is a f f e c te d  h e r  e x p e r ie n c e , h e r  exposure p a t t e r n ,  as  w e ll 

as  h e r  re a d in g .

Her husband s u b je c t  H, was a s e n io r  management s t a f f  in  th e  cement 

f a c to ry .  T h is gave th e  s u b je c t  an enhanced s ta tu s  in  s o c ie ty .  I t  a l s o  

e x p la in s  th e  l im ite d  p re sen ce  o f H in  th e  home.

The v ie w in g  l o c a t i o n  was c o m fo r ta b ly  f u r n i s h e d .  T h e re  was an  

a i r c o n d i t io n e r  in  th e  s i t t i n g  room, which when i t  was fu c t io n in g ,  had 

th e  e f e c t  o f s h u t t in g  o u t "n o ise"  from th e  v iew ing  s i t e .  T here were two 

fu n c tio n a l  TV s e t s ,  a v ideo  p la y e r ,  a sound system . A ll o f which 

i l l u s t r a t e  th e  s t a t e  of a f f lu e n c e ,  and th e  e x is te n c e  o f a TV c u l tu r e .

There i s  a d in in g  a re a  which a d jo in s  th e  s i t t i n g  room. A lthough i t  i s  

q u i te  se c lu d e d  from th e  s i t t i n g  room, th e  arrangem ent in  th e  home, was 

such , t h a t  depending on a p e rs o n ’s p o s i t io n  a t  ta b le ,  i t  may be p o s s ib le  

to  se e  th e  s e t .  Even when t h i s  was n o t p o s s ib le ,  th e  d im in g  a re a  was 

w ith in  h e a r in g  range  e s p e c ia l ly  a s  th e  windows were u s u a l ly  s h u t.

A lthough th e  house fa c e s  a ro ad , th e r e  a r e  r e l a t i v e ly  few d i s t r a c t i o n s  

from th e re ,  because  th e  ro ad  i s  a p r iv a t e  ro ad , and th e  g arden  p u ts  a 

d is ta n c e  betw een th e  house i t s e l f  and th e  ro ad . In  a d d i t io n ,  th e  windows 

were u s u a l ly  s h u t, and th e  c u r ta in s  w ere u s u a lly  drawn, to  keep o u t th e  

g la r e  o f th e  sun; and a t  n ig h t ,  to  keep o u t th e  s t a r e  o f o u ts id e r s .

A ll th e s e  had an im pact on th e  observed  v iew ing  b eh av io u r.
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I t  was E a s te r  Monday, a p u b lic  h o lid a y , t h i s  meant t h a t  tra n sm is s io n  

began q u i t e  e a r ly  in  th e  day. O b se rv a tio n  commenced a t  7 ,30  a.m . H had 

gone to  work. The fam ily  had gone to  chu rch  a t  t h i s  tim e , b u t th e  TV s e t  

was l e f t  on . The r e l a t i v e  and th e  houseboy were b o th  engaged w ith  

d i f f e r e n t  ch o re s  in  th e  home, and they  were w atch ing  TV as  th ey  d id  so . 

At a p o in t ,  th e  houseboy, suspended th e  sw eeping, and c o n c e n tra te d  on 

th e  boxing  match th a t  was on OGTV. The bo u t was between Mike Tyson and 

some o th e r  ( u n id e n t if ie d )  b o x er.

As soon a s  th e  fam ily  a r r iv e d ,  bo th  p a r t i e s  masked any i n t e r e s t  in  TV. 

They went about t h e i r  d u t ie s  as though th e  s e t  was n o t th e re .  The 

c h i ld r e n  a l l  e v e n tu a lly  s e t t l e d  b e fo re  th e  s e t .  S i 's  a u to m a tic  re q u e s t  

was to  have th e  s e t  tuned  to  an NTA ch an n e l. She d id  n o t s p e c ify  which, 

b u t th e r e  was an u n d e rs tan d in g  o f w hich one she m eant. She d id  n o t 

s e t t l e  down to  w atch. She proceeded s t r a i g h t  to  th e  k itc h e n ,  a f t e r  she 

had changed o u t o f h e r  o u tin g  c lo th e s .

The c h i ld r e n  were r e lu c ta n t  to  comply f o r  s e v e ra l  re a so n s . There was th e  

f a c t  t h a t  th e  mother was n o t th e re  to  w atch th e  ch o ice  t h a t  she was 

go ing  to  impose on them. B es id es, th ey  were in te r e s te d  in  w atching  a 

programme th a t  would come on an o th e r s t a t i o n .  T h e ir  a t t i t u d e  was borne 

o u t o f a  knowledge o f th e  programming p a t te r n  o f th e  v a r io u s  s t a t i o n s .  

They knew th a t  OGTV would show a f ilm , and th a t  th e  NTA s t a t i o n s  would 

n o t have even commenced tra n sm is s io n  a t  th a t  tim e .

They t a r r i e d  in  com plying w ith  t h e i r  m o th e r 's  i n s t r u c t io n .  I t  was only  

when th e y  r e a l i s e d  t h a t  th e  m ovie was n o t  a t t r a c t i v e  t h a t  th e y  

g ru d g in g ly  tu n ed  to  th e  NTA to  confirm  what they  a lre a d y  knew. The
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station had not resumed transmission.

The re a so n  why th e  movie was n o t i n t e r e s t i n g  was becau se  they  had 

w atched i t  b e fo re .  The c h i ld r e n  had re a d  th e  names o f  th e  s t a r  a c to r s  

(and a c t r e s s e s )  and even n o tic e d  th e  s e t t i n g .  B efore th e  t i t l e  of th e  

f ilm  was shown, th ey  had been g u ess in g  i t s  id e n t i t y .  S ig h tin g  th e  t i t l e  

on ly  se rv e d  a s  a c o n firm a tio n  o f what th ey  knew, t h a t  th e y  had a lre a d y  

seen  th e  f i lm . In  t h e i r  o p in io n , th ey  had seen  i t  too  many tim e s .

At this point there was no strong preference. The choice was more of
trial and error. The channels were scanned till the least objectionable 
programme was found. In this case, it was the station which was just 
opening for the day. The national anthem was being played.

The c h i ld r e n  were engaged in  th e  v iew ing  o f t h i s .  They fo llow ed  th e  

accompanying v is u a l  montage, t r y in g  to  id e n t i f y  each  o f th e  n a t io n a l  

h e ro es  th e re  in .  The youngest o f th e  c h i ld r e n ,  was q u i te  a g i ta te d  about 

th e  d i s r e s p e c t f u l  resp o n se  to  th e  n a t io n a l  anthem. He had been  ta u g h t in  

schoo l t h a t  p eo p le  shou ld  be a t  a t t e n t i o n  when th e  n a t io n a l  anthem was 

h ea rd , and so  he advoca ted  fo r  "p ro p er decorum ". On th e  whole th e  

v iew ing  s i t e  was very  a c t iv e  a t  t h i s  tim e , th e re  was no convergence o f 

r e a d in g s . The c h i ld re n  were e x c i te d  and r e s t l e s s .

With th e  s i t t i n g  arrangem ent in  a room th a t  s iz e ,  th e  group was n o t 

r e c e iv in g  th e  programme as one. There were s p l i n t e r  g roups based on

t h e i r  s e a t in g  p o s i t io n s .  For example G was re a d in g  th e  v i s u a l s ,  th en  she

was engaged by B3 on th e  p ro p e r decorum; SI and B2 were engaged in  

is s u e s  evoked by th e  s ig h t in g  o f a s p e c i f i c  a sp e c t o f th e  v i s u a l .  (The 

a t r o c i t i e s  com m itted by th e  n a t io n a l  p r e s id e n t  in  th e  second r e p u b l ic ) .
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The c h i ld r e n  e x h ib ite d  a f a m i l i a r i ty  w ith  th e  codes and co n v en tio n s  of 

t e l e v i s i o n .  They cou ld  v e ry  a c c u ra te ly  p r e d ic t  th e  programming sequence. 

In  a d d i t io n ,  they  even mimicked programmes which th e y  had w atched 

p re v io u s ly , when they  w ere sp u rre d  by a cue from th a t  which th e y  saw.

There was a rundown o f th e  d a y 's  programmes a f t e r  th e  n a t io n a l  anthem . 

They were a t t e n t i v e  to  t h i s  e s p e c ia l ly  as  i t  was t h e i r  on ly  gu id e  to  th e  

d a y 's  tr a n s m is s io n . T h e ir  knowledge of th e  normal p a t t e r n  co u ld  n o t 

q u i te  s u f f ic e  fo r  s p e c i f i c  d e t a i l s ,  because  i t  was a s p e c ia l  h o lid a y  

t ra n s m is s io n  on t h i s  day .

There was contem pt fo r  th e  lo c a l  programmes on th e  sch ed u le  w hereas th ey  

were a t t r a c t e d  to  th e  fo re ig n  programmes. For in s ta n c e , th ey  r e je c te d  

th e  dance /m u sic a l programme in  Yoruba, A riy a , and th e y  gave a loud  

ch ee r to  th e  c a r to o n  programme which was to  be p re se n te d  n e x t .

They echoed, and i s t r i k i n g  s ta te m e n ts , fo r  exam ple, " E v id e n tly

e v id e n t" ;  "Ketu A la p e re " . The f i r s t  was p a r t  of an u t te r a n c e  made by 

th e  announcer, and th e  o th e r  was a name o f a p la c e .  I t  was th e  

com bination  o f th e  sound and th e  meaning of th e  name th a t  had been 

r id ic u lo u s  to  them. [A lapere  means, th e  owner o r  maker, o f b a s k e ts ]

The fam ily  g a th e re d  to g e th e r  to  w atch th e  s p e c ia l  E a s te r  c a r to o n

programme. I t  was an im ported  programme t r a c in g  th e  g e n e s is  o f th e

E a s te r  egg. The programme began w ith  th e  c o n tro v e rsy  o f which came f i r s t  

-  th e  ch ick en  o r th e  egg. This in  i t s e l f  was a c a tc h  fo r  th e  a lre a d y

keen a u d ien ce . They were v i s ib l y  eng rossed  in  th e  programme. Though they

jo in e d  in  th e  i n i t i a l  d e b a te , they  d id  n o t a llow  i t  to  g e t so p ro longed
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that they missed the programme.

There was a f re sh n e s s  in  th e  programme. The fam ily  had n o t seen  i t  

b e fo re . There was a ls o  th e  f re s h n e s s  in  th e  to p ic  th a t  i t  co v ered . There 

was a c u r io s i ty  to  know th e  o r ig in  of th e  E a s te r  egg, a concep t which 

though fo re ig n  was f a m i l ia r  to  them.

The fam ily  more r e a d i ly  responded  to  th e  a c t io n  th a n  to  some of th e  

th in g s  t h a t  was s a id .  In  s p i t e  o f t h e i r  competence w ith  th e  E n g lish  

language and t h e i r  ex posu re , th ey  co u ld  n o t alw ays fo llo w  th e  a c c e n t, 

and th e  c u l tu r a l l y  s i tu a te d  s ta te m e n ts  l i k e  th e  puns in  th e  programme.

The programme was m ostly  w atched in  s i l e n c e ,  excep t f o r  th e  o c c a s io n a l 

sn ig g e r . The view ing in  t h i s  sen se  made them more o f in d iv id u a ls  v iew ing 

to g e th e r ,  r a th e r  th a n  a group o f p eo p le  v iew ing . Each was in  h is  own 

w orld , th ey  were m erely r e c ie v in g  s im u lta n e o u s ly .

U nlike th e  c h i ld re n ,  SI had a chequered  e x p e rien ce , v iew ing  in  between 

th e  tim es th a t  she had to  spend in  th e  k itc h e n , cooking  th e  f e s t i v e  

m eal. The c h i ld re n  on th e  o th e r  hand would n o t even go to  th e  ta b le  to  

e a t  t h e i r  food, when i t  had been  se rv e d . They w aited  t i l l  th e  end of th e  

programme.
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G was so im pressed  by th e  programme t h a t  she w ished she c o u ld  re c o rd  i t .
i

A s im i la r  resp o n se  to  a lo c a l  p ro d u c tio n  on netw ork was observed  in  

an o th e r lo c a t io n  (# 12). T h is d e s i r e ,  was an ex p re ss io n  o f th e  d e s i r e  to  

c o n tro l  c h o ic e . The q u e s t fo r  a c q u i s i t io n  o f p r e f e r r e d  programmes, was
:

to  be ex p ed ien t a t  o th e r  tim es  when programming was n o t such  th a t  was

ap p roved . ^



SI was re a d in g  th e  p ic tu r e s  w ith o u t n e c e s s a r i ly  l i s t e n i n g  to  th e  

accompanying speech . This was e v id e n t in  th e  comments t h a t  she made. She 

co u ld  n o t even d is t in g u is h  between two d i f f e r e n t  c a r to o n  programmes. 

T h is  was ev idence  th a t  she had no t been fo llo w in g  th e  s to r y .  Had she 

been , she  would have seen  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  in  s p i t e  o f th e  s im i l a r i t y  in  

ap p ea ran ce . The chequered n a tu re  of h e r  v iew ing  may have c o n tr ib u te d  to  

t h i s ,  b u t i t  seemed more a m a tte r  o f i n t e r e s t  and a t t e n t iv e n e s s ,  a t  th e  

tim e when she  was v iew ing.

Because th e  c h i ld re n  c o n c e n tra te d  on t h e i r  meal a t  th e  d in n in g  ta b le ,  

th e  programme which suceeded th e  c a r to o n s  was la rg e ly  ig n o re d . The 

programme, "D o n 't Ask me", was a ls o  an im ported  programme. I t  was an 

American p ro d u c tio n  on g e n e ra l in fo rm a tio n .

By t h i s  tim e, g u e s ts  a t te n d in g  a fu n c tio n  p lanned  in  th e  neighbourhood 

had s t a r t e d  a r r iv in g .  S ev e ra l of th e  women s topped  to  v i s i t  S I . In  no 

tim e , a group o f 5 women had been c o n s t i tu te d  a t  th e  v iew ing  s i t e ,  b u t 

th ey  were n o t im m ediately concerned  w ith  v iew ing . R ather th e y  d isc u sse d  

o th e r  m a tte rs  a r i s in g ,  ( th e  t r a g i c  in c id e n t  o f a man who d ie d  in  a c a r  

c ra s h , on th e  way to  h is  d a u g h te r 's  w edding; th e  p a r ty  t h a t  th ey  had

a t t e n d e d ;  l a t e s t  w e a rs , and  p r o p r i e t y  o f d r e s s i n g ;  t h e i r  l a t e s t

a c q u i s i t i o n ) .

The above l i s t  i s  enum erated because i t  i s  an in d ic a t io n  o f th e  women's

i n t e r e s t s .  The f i r s t  item  on th a t  agenda was one which had  been ta k en

from th e  new spaper. There was an i n j e c t i o n  o f p e rso n a l e x p e rie n c e s  o f 

th e  in c id e n t  in  th e  co u rse  of th e  v iew in g . Most of th e s e  came from 

r e p o r ts  t h a t  had reached members o f th e  group . There was one o f th e
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members o f th e  group who had seen  th e  rem ains o f th e  w reckage, a lth o u g h  

she d id  n o t have any p e rso n a l acq u a in tan ce  w ith  v ic t im s .

The re a so n  why th i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a sp e c t of t h e i r  d is c u s s io n  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  

i s  because  i t  i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  f a c t  th a t  in  s p i t e  o f th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  

th e  v a r io u s  mass m edia, re c e p tio n  p r a c t ic e s  may be s im i la r .

W hilst th e  women engaged in  th e  d is c u s s io n , th e  c h i ld r e n  were ig n o red . 

The number o f th e  c h i ld re n  had a lso  in c re a se d  because o f th e  v i s i t o r s '  

c h i ld r e n .  They were i n i t i a l l y  engaged in  v iew ing th e  TV, b u t th ey  soon 

l e f t .  They w ere no t s a t i s f i e d  by th e  a v a i la b le  programmes. The programme 

on th e  ch an n e l th a t  they  had been w atching  was a docum entary , and when 

they  shopped around, th ey  were n o t e n t ic e d  by a n y th in g  th ey  saw, 

in c lu d in g  th e  Yoruba drama. They igno red  th e  s e t ,  and went o u ts id e  to  

p la y , b u t th e  s e t  was l e f t  on. The m others were in  f r o n t  o f th e  s e t .  

Though th e y  w ere n o t  w a tc h in g , i t  so o n  becam e o b v io u s  t h a t  th e  

programmes s t i l l  caught t h e i r  t h e i r  a t t e n t io n .

As th e y  s a t  and c h a t te d  away, a news rev iew  programme came on a i r .  They 

s t i l l  d id  n o t make a co n sc io u s  e f f o r t  to  pay a t t e n t io n  to  i t ,  u n t i l  one 

p e rso n  cau g h t a g lim pse of th e  Lagos s t a t e  g o v ern o r. The man used  to  be 

governor in  Ogun s t a t e  in  which they  were r e s id e n t ,  b e fo re  be ing  

t r a n s f e r r e d  to  Lagos s t a t e .  A tte n tio n  was s h i f te d  to  th e  s u b je c t  o f th e  

news, y e t ,  th e  group was n o t in t e r e s te d  in  th e  g i s t  o f th e  news item . 

The governor had m erely p ro v id ed  th e  n ex t to p ic  o f d is c u s s io n .  The news 

had s e t  th e  agenda fo r  d is c u s s io n .

T h e ir  d is c u s s io n  su g g ested  th a t  only  th e  v is u a l  cues were a t te n d e d .

"Look lo o k  a t  R asaki lo o k in g  l ik e  a d ece n t human b e in g ."
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"Look a t  h i s  b ig  f a t  cheeks"

"H e'd  have had a good h e lp in g  o f "goodies" in  Lagos"

"Both h e , and h i s  w ife ."

"D o n 't mind th a t  one, she i s  now b le a c h in g ."

" I f  I  had money, I  w o u ld n 't b le a c h ."

"Look, lo o k , see  how he resem bles a d ecen t human b e in g ."

" I f  I  had money a s  w e ll ,  I  would n o t b le ach , b u t I ' l l  r e a l l y  
wear " c lo th e s " ."  [ th a t  i s  d re s s  e x tra v a g a n tly ]

"She p ro b ab ly  s t a r t e d  b le a c h in g  b e fo re  he was made g o v e rn o r ."

"H e 's  so f a t ,  he c a n ' t  even bend down [ to  touch h i s  t o e s ] "

" . . . t h e y  in s u l te d  him w e ll and p ro p e r ."

"what do you ex p e c t, when i t  i s  "E ag le ts"  ru l in g  N ig e ria ?  For 
e x am p le , th e  C o m m issio n er f o r  E d u c a tio n  i s  my y o u n g e r
" b ro th e r" ,  and I  d o n 't  even th in k  h e 's  m arried  y e t . "

" T h a t 's  good, we have h i t  th e  good l i f e ,  w e 'l l  on ly  be
n eed ing  to  t e l l  him th a t  we were p re s e n t a t  h is  w edding ."

"B ut som eone s h o u ld  t e l l  t h a t  man [ R a s a k i] ,  t h a t  su c h
d re s s in g  i s  o u td a te d ."

"He too  shou ld  be f e e l in g  u n co m fo rtab le ."

A few of th e  rem arks in  th e  c o n v e rsa tio n  were c u l t u r a l l y  lo a d ed . For 

exam ple, th e  term s "g o o d ies" ; "E a g le ts " ; " b ro th e r" .

Goodies in  th e  c o n te x t of i t ' s  u se , r e f e r r e d  to  th e  unearned  g a in s  from 

a p r iv i le d g e d  p o s i t io n  -  undue fa v o u rs . "E ag le ts"  i s  th e  name fo r  th e  

n a t io n 's  under 16, so c c e r  team; i t  i s  used to  connote y o u th fu ln e s s ,  b u t 

i t  cou ld  be a d e ro g a to ry  r e fe re n c e  as in  t h i s  in s ta n c e ,  to  d e s c r ib e  

ju v e n i le ,  a d o le sc e n t te n d e n c ie s .  The term  b ro th e r ,  a s  used  in  t h i s  c a se  

does n o t e x p re ss  a f a m i l i a l  r e la t io n s h ip .  R ather i t  d e s c r ib e s  th e  

c lo se n e ss  in  th e  ac q u a in ta n c e , and th e  d i r e c t io n  of th e  r e l a t io n s h ip .

S ev e ra l p o in ts  a re  e v id e n t in  th e  above e x c e rp t from th e  women's s c re e n
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s id e  b a n te r .  The f i r s t  i s  th e  d is re g a rd  fo r  th e  p e r s o n i f ic a t io n  o f 

a u th o r i ty .  There was ( in  th e  t h i r d  s ta te m e n t) ,  an in s in u a t io n  o f 

c o r ru p tio n  a l le g e d  a g a in s t  th e  governor and h is  w ife . In  l i n e  11, th e re  

was a r e p o r t  o f th e  w idesp read  d is r e g a rd  fo r  th e  governo r. T h is le d  to  a 

co n firm a tio n , and th e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  such .

The o th e r  s t r i k i n g  f e a tu r e  o f th e  c o n v e rsa tio n  was th e  e v a lu a tio n  of 

p e rc e iv e d  p e rso n a l p r a c t i c e s ,  a g a in s t  t h e i r  own p e rso n a l s ta n d a rd s  - th e  

is s u e  o f b le a c h in g , and mode o f d re s s in g .  The f a c t  t h a t  th e se  p e rso n a l 

p re fe re n c e s  were ex p ressed  in  a group s e t t i n g  gave i t  g r e a te r  im petus. 

The re in fo rc e m e n t of p e rso n a l p re fe re n c e s  in  a s o c ia l  s e t t i n g  in c re a s e d  

th e  v a lu e  o f such . I t  a ls o  re in fo rc e d  th e  re a d in g  of t e l e v i s io n  - t h a t  

th e  governor was n o t tre n d y , and lack ed  p ro p e r judgement on th e  use  o f 

h is  p r iv i le g e d  p o s i t io n .

The o th e r  o b se rv a tio n  was a long  th e  same l i n e .  A lthough th e re  were 

a l le g a t io n s  o f c o r ru p tio n  in s in u a te d  a g a in s t  th e  governo r, th e re  was no 

ex p ressed  condem nation o f t h i s .  R ath er i t  seemed th a t  i t  was condoned, 

e s p e c ia l ly  in  th e  l i g h t  of th e  rem arks a t  th e  r e c o g n it io n  o f a p o s s ib le  

l in k  to  someone h ig h  enough in  th e  governm ent h ie ra c h y .

A lthough d i f f e r e n t  l i n e s  seem to  have emerged from th e  d is c u s s io n , th e r e  

was a p o in t  o f convergence in  th e  r e a d in g s . This was seen  in  th e  

re c o g n i t io n , and th e  a t t i t u d e  to  governance.

The women's d e l ib e r a t io n s  was in te ru p te d  by th e  a r r i v a l  of H, fo r  h i s  

b reak . He was im m ediately  to ld  o f c e r t a in  problem s which re q u ire d  

u rg e n t a t t e n t i o n  in  th e  home. Having a s se s se d  th e  s i t u a t io n ,  he fo cu ssed  

h is  a t t e n t io n  on th e  t e l e v i s io n .  He sough t o u t th e  rem ote c o n tro l ,  and
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sea rch ed  round th e  v a r io u s  c h an n e ls . He s e t t l e d  fo r  a Yoruba programme. 

I t  was a drama th a t  was a c te d  by c h i ld r e n .

The programme a t t r a c t e d  th e  women's a t t e n t i o n  m om entarily . They were 

im pressed  by th e  f e a t  perform ed, by c h i ld r e n  of t h a t  age .

"These a re  c h i ld re n  a c t in g ! "

With t h a t  o b se rv a tio n  from one member o f th e  group, th e y  a l l  tu rn ed  

t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  s e t ,  b u t i t  was on ly  fo r  a w h ile . They soon 

sw itch ed  o f f  e s p e c ia l ly  as  t h e i r  h o s te s s  came o u t w ith  some of th e

l a t e s t  w ares fo r  s a le .  T h is engaged t h e i r  a t t e n t io n ,  and th e  goods

became th e  focus of t h e i r  d is c u s s io n .

The d is c u s s io n  th e r e a f t e r  snow -  b a l le d ,  co v erin g  o th e r  to p ic s ;  exchange 

r a t e ,  v a lu e  o f money; p re v a le n t  b u s in e ss  c l im a te .  I t  e v e n tu a lly  went 

back to  th e  use  of p r iv i le g e d  p o s i t io n s  and so on. Through a l l  of t h i s ,  

th e  s e t  was ig n o red , y e t i t  was no t tu rn e d  o f f .  The c h i ld r e n  had a l l  

gone away engaging in  v a r io u s  i n t e r e s t s .  H had a ls o  l e f t  th e  women in  

th e  s i t t i n g  room. T his was e s p e c ia l ly  a t  th e  end o f th e  drama, which was 

on ly  a segment o f th e  c h i ld r e n 's  m agazine programme.

There was a n o th e r  segment o f th e  programme which a g a in , m om entarily 

engaged th e  women's a t t e n t i o n .  This tim e , th e  a t t e n t io n  was a t t r a c t e d  by 

th e  d r e s s in g .  The women p assed  comments on t h i s .  These comments a l s o  

became a rem inder o f th e  o th e r  purpose o f t h e i r  v i s i t .  T hat elem ent of 

th e  programme th u s  se rv ed  as  a prompt fo r  t h e i r  e x i t .

"These peop le  a re  r e a l l y  c e le b ra t in g  th e  E a s te r ! "

"How d id  t h i s  woman t i e  h er headgear?"

"There was one lady  a t  th e  wedding who a ls o  t i e d  Aso Oke l ik e

328



t h i s . "

"Won't you be going for your picnic now?"
"At this time, we'll probably just drive round."

The women's v iew ing had been very  chequered . Above a l l ,  i t  had been 

m ostly  in c id e n ta l .  They had n o t p lanned  to  w atch any s p e c i f i c  programme, 

b u t because  th e y  were s i t t i n g  b e fo re  a fu n c tio n a l  s e t ,  th e re  were 

a s p e c ts  o f th e  programming which seemed to  reac h  o u t to  them . In  a l l ,  

th e se  w ere v is u a l  a sp e c ts  o f th e  programme. I t  i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t  t h i s  

p a t te r n  of re sp o n se  was due to  th e  women's i n t e r e s t .  They had been very  

c o n sc io u s  o f  fa s h io n , and lo o k s , and i t  was n o t s u r p r is in g  t h a t  i t  was 

such e lem en ts  o f th e  programmes th a t  a t t r a c t e d  them. T h is  p a t te r n  of 

fo c u s in g  on v i s u a l s ,  had been c o n s is te n t  f o r  S I, th ro u g h o u t th e  day.

In all, the attention was superficial. The group, like SI did not have 
any sustained interest in what was presented. They were more interested 
in their own agenda.

There was a c e r t a in  e l a s t i c i t y  between what th ey  a t te n d e d  in  r e a l  l i f e ,  

and on television. For example, they related their contemptuous response 

of th e  g o v ern o r, w ith  a r e a l  l i f e  in c id e n t ;  and they  a ls o  found a r e a l  

l i f e  p a r a l l e l  f o r  th e  adm ired h ead g ear. The women d is p e r s e d  a t  about 

t h i s  time. The two o ld e r  boys, (B1, and B2) had a ls o  l e f t  th e  house . 

They h ad  gone  o u t  w ith  t h e i r  f i r e n d s .  SI was o c c u p ie d  w ith  h e r  

p r e p a ra t io n s  fo r  a p lanned  jo u rn ey . H re tu rn e d  to  work. I t  was G and B3 

who d e l ib e r a t e ly  converged a t  th e  s e t .  They had come to  watch a 

p a r t i c u l a r  programme. I t  was an American comedy. Fam ily M a tte rs .

G and B3 were l a t e r  jo in e d  by th e  o th e r  boys in  th e  c o u rse  o f th e
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view ing . Once th ey  had s e t t t l e d  to  view , th e re  was r a p t  a t t e n t i o n  in  

s p i t e  o f th e  poor r e c e p t io n  q u a l i ty .  Of th e  l o t ,  G 's  v iew ing  was t h a t  

which was most in te r r u p te d .  She was made to  t id y  up th e  s i t t i n g  room. 

She d id  t h i s ,  w h ils t  keep ing  an eye on th e  s e t .  The c h i ld r e n  were 

o th e rw ise , p r a c t i c a l l y  g lu ed  to  th e  s e t .  T here were in s ta n c e s  when th ey  

g o t up to  mimic some o f th e  a c t s  th a t  th e y  had seen . Sometimes, i t  was

th e  u t te r a n c e s  th a t  th e y  echoed. However, i t  was a t  th e  end of th e

programme th a t  they  d id  t h i s  f r e e ly ,  as th e y  had c o n sc io u s ly  t r i e d  to  

fo llo w  th e  programme. The s p e l l  which seemed to  b in d  them to  th e  s e t ,  

o n ly  b roke as  th e  programme came to  an end. They d id  n o t even a t te n d  to  

th e  c o n t in u i ty  announcement which was in  Yoruba. A Yoruba drama was 

b e in g  prom oted, b u t th e  c h i ld r e n  had no i n t e r e s t .  T his was c o n s is te n t  

w ith  th e  o b s e rv a tio n  e a r l i e r  on in  th e  day. The c h i ld re n  l e f t  to  p re p a re

fo r  th e  o u tin g . They had suspended t h i s  to  view th e  programme which th ey

were i n t e r e s t e d  in .  T h e ir  a c t io n  can th e r e f o r e  s t i l l  be seen  as  an 

e x p re s s io n  o f th e  v a lu e s  th e y  p laced  on th e  programmes. T his d ed u c tio n  

was su p p o rted  by th e  o b s e rv a tio n  o f th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  fam ily  d id  n o t 

le av e  th e  house fo r  a w h ile  y e t .  No programme was w atched, even when th e  

c h i ld re n  had been d re s s e d . The m atinee which was found was n o t w atched 

e i t h e r .  They e v e n tu a lly  sw itch ed  th e  s e t  o f f ,  when i t  was g la r in g  th a t  

th e re  was no one a t te n d in g  i t .  T his was e s p e c ia l ly  a s  they  were a l l  

ready  fo r  t h e i r  o u tin g . Even th e n , they  d id  n o t le a v e  th e  house fo r  

a n o th e r  h o u r.

Viewing resum ed in  th e  even ing  when th e  fam ily  re tu rn e d  from t h e i r  

o u tin g . The s e t  was sw itch ed  on and l e f t  in  th e  background as th e y  

d is c u s s e d  t h e i r  o u tin g . By t h i s  tim e, th e re  were s e v e ra l  a d v e rtise m e n ts  

b e in g  shown, th e  c h i ld r e n 's  d is c u s s io n  was p u n c tu a ted  by t h e i r  a t t e n t io n  

to  th e s e .  They d isp la y e d  a very  good knowledge o f th e  a d v e r ts .  They
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cou ld  r e c i t e  most of th e  a d v e r ts ,  word -  fo r  -  word, and th ey  co u ld  

p r e d ic t  th e  v is u a l  sequence a c c u ra te ly .

There were c h a ra c te r s  in  some o f th e  a d v e r ts  whom they  id e n t i f e d  w ith . 

For exam ple, a c h a r a c te r  in  th e  Masco c o rn f la k e s  a d v e rt was id e n t i f i e d  

a s  B 3 's f r ie n d .  T his im p lie d  th a t  th e r e  were t r a i t s  which th e  boy 

e x h ib i te d  which were s im i la r  to  th o se  which B3 was known f o r .  They sang 

a long  to  th e  M alta d r in k  com m ercial. The j i n g le  in  th e  a d v e r t was 

a n t ip h o n ic ,  and encouraged p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  The c h i ld re n  jo in e d  in  th e  

q u e s tio n  and resp o n se  sequence , and th e y  enjoyed  th e  a d v e r t .

In  a d d i t io n ,  th e  c h i ld re n  perform ed p a r t s  o f o th e r  t e l e v i s io n  programmes 

which th e y  en jo y ed . These were im ported  programmes. T h is perform ance 

i l l u s t r a t e d  th e  c h i ld r e n 's  u se  o f a l t e r n a t iv e  tech n o lo g y . For exam ple, 

th ey  d is p la y e d  a very  good knowledge of th e  programme Teenage M utant 

Hero T u r t le s .  This had n o t been  shown on any o f th e  t e l e v i s io n  s t a t i o n s .  

They had seen  th e se  on v id e o . They were th u s  ahead o f th e  programme 

o f f e r in g  from th e  t e l e v i s i o n  s e r v ic e .  They were f a m i l ia r  w ith  th e  l a t e s t  

c ra z e  on c h i ld r e n 's  TV in  B r i t a in ,  due to  t h e i r  use  of home v id e o s .

In  th e  meantim e, S1 was busy , s h u t t l in g  between th e  k itc h e n  and th e  

s i t t i n g  room. She sp e n t more tim e in  th e  k itc h e n , p re p a r in g  th e  f a m i ly 's  

m ea l.

The TV had been l e f t  on an NTA channel a t  S 1 's  re q u e s t .  The c h i ld r e n  d id  

n o t o b je c t ,  b u t th ey  were re p u ls e d  a t  th e  appearance o f  th e  news 

programme, Newsweek. There was a unanimous "Yuk!" as th e  programme came 

on.
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There was no e x te n s iv e  se a rc h  fo r  an a l t e r n a t iv e .  The c h i ld r e n  sim ply 

went o f f  to  have t h e i r  m eal, le a v in g  t h e i r  mother to  have a TV d in n e r .  

She d id  n o t o b je c t  to  th e  programme. Her m otions su g g es ted  th a t  she was 

w atch ing  i t .  Again, she was fo cu s in g  on th e  p ic tu r e s ;  id e n t i f y in g  

f a m i l ia r  f a c e s .  T his tim e , she a ls o  p ic k e d  o u t f a m i l ia r  re a so n in g s  in  

th e  p r e s e n ta t io n .  This se rv ed  as  a b a s is  f o r  e x p re s s in g  h e r  view s on th e

E d u ca tio n a l system . (The programme was a f e a tu r e  on th e  e d u c a tio n a l

sy s te m ). Ig n o rin g  th e  r e p o r t  on th e  TV, s u b je c t  p roceeded  to  g iv e  h e r

own acco u n t o f th e  i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f p a re n ts  in  s o c ie ty ,  and how t h i s  

c o n t r ib u te s  to  th e  g e n e ra l t r e n d  of i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  in  s o c ie ty .

The TV was ag a in  l e f t  a s  am bience.

When th e  c h i ld re n  f in is h e d  t h e i r  m eal, th e y  resumed v iew ing , w ith  a more 

de te rm in ed  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  programming. They changed th e  ch an n e l, in

s p i t e  o f  an o b je c tio n  from t h e i r  m other. The o b je c t io n  was n o t very  

s tro n g  anyway. She was more eng rossed  in  h e r  own r e p o r t ,  to  e f f e c t iv e ly  

e n fo rc e  h e r  o b je c t io n .  T his was an i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f th e  le v e l  o f h e r  

i n t e r e s t  in  th e  programme.

The c h i ld r e n  d id  n o t f in d  any s a t i s f a c t o r y  programme o p tio n , so  w ith  th e  

TV s e t  l e f t  in  th e  background, th e y  s t a r t e d  p la y in g  m usic on th e  

c a s s e t t e  p la y e r .  This was p lay ed  so lo u d ly  t h a t  i t  drowned every  o th e r  

c o n v e rs a t io n  in  th e  room. A gain, th e y  e x h ib ite d  such f a m i l i a r i t y  w ith  

th e  m usic. They knew every  n o te , and ev e ry  word.

I t  was th e  s ig h t in g  of a m u sica l v id eo  on th e  sc re e n  th a t  re k in d le d  th e  

fa m ily ’s i n t e r e s t  in  th e  programm ing. The c h i ld re n  w i l l in g ly  stopped  

p la y in g  t h e i r  own m usic, so t h a t  th ey  co u ld  a t te n d  to  t h a t  on th e  s e t .
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The c a s s e t t e  p la y e r  was sw itch ed  o f f ,  and th e  volume on th e  TV was 

in c re a s e d .

The v id e o  which they  w atched was on ly  an  in te r lu d e .  I t  was n o t a 

s u b s ta n t iv e  programme. T h e ir  tre a tm e n t o f i t  seemed to  co rresp o n d  w ith  

t h i s  s t a t u s .  They m erely s i tu a te d  i t  in  th e  n a tu r a l  flow  o f t h e i r  

c o n v e rs a tio n . I t  se rv ed  a s  a p iv o t  in to  o th e r  r e l a t e d  i n t e r e s t .  A 

c a s s e t t e  o f s im i la r  music was b rough t o u t and p lay ed , w h ile  TV was l e f t  

in  th e  background ag a in .

There was a d iv e rg en ce  in  th e  observed  re sp o n se s . W hile th e  c h i ld re n  

focused  on th e  e n te r ta in m e n t v a lu e  o f th e  m usic, th e  m other focused  on 

th e  p r o f i t a b i l i t y  o f an e n te r p r i s e  in  m usic , and th e  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f 

ch u rch e s . The music in  q u e s tio n  was a C h r is t ia n  g o sp e l m usic . S i 's  

re sp o n se  was to  th e  e n t i r e t y  o f th e  p a r t i c u l a r  genre  o f m usic, r a th e r  

th an  th e  s p e c i f i c  c u t which she was e n c o u n te r in g .

S im ila r ly ,  r a th e r  th an  respond  to  th e  e x p l i c i t  message in  th e  l y r i c s  o f 

m usic, she  responded to  th e  accompanying v i s u a l s ,  c r i t i c i s i n g  th e  mode

of d an c in g . T his was because i t  d id  n o t co rresp o n d  w ith  h e r  e x p e c ta t io n

of p r o p r ie ty  in  th e  C h r is t ia n  r e l i g io u s  s e t t i n g .  The m essage was th u s

m easured a g a in s t  h e r own v a lu e s .

The c u t which fo llow ed a ls o  evoked c r i t i c i s m s .  The c r i t i c i s m s  was n o t 

f o r  th e  t r a c k  b u t fo r  an a d v e r t  which i t  b ro u g h t to  mind. S u b je c ts  found 

a s im i l a r i t y  between th e  lo c a l  funk m u sica l v id e o , and an a d v e r t .  I t  was 

one o f th o se  th a t  th e  c h i ld r e n  en joyed , (Nasco w a fe rs ) . Both th e  m usical 

and th e  a d v e r t had used  a c lassroom  s e t t i n g .  I t  was t h i s  t h a t  prom pted 

th e  s u b je c t  to  comment on th e  a d v e r t .  She condemned th e  te a c h e r ,  who had
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s e iz e d  some w afers  from a p u p il ,  fo r  e a t in g  them in  c l a s s ,  and had

h e r s e l f  found them so i r r e s i s t i b l e ,  th a t  she s to le  b i t e s  o f them. The 

a d v e r t i s in g  m essage, was t h a t  th e  p ro d u c t was i r r e s i s t i b l e ,  bu t th e

s u b je c t  had fo cu sed  on th e  v a lu e s  ex p ressed  in  th e  p r e s e n ta t io n .

At abou t 8 .30  p.m . s u b je c t  was re la x e d  and s e t t l e d  b e fo re  th e  s e t .  She 

had a ls o  found a programme which she cou ld  r e l a t e  to .  The programme d id  

n o t r e q u i r e  in te n s iv e  a t t e n t i o n .  The bands t h a t  were p la y in g , as  w ell as 

th e  d an c in g , w ere s im i la r  to  th o se  which she enco u n te red  a t  h e r  v a r io u s  

o u tin g s .  The comments which were evoked were s im i la r  to  th o s e  which had 

been dom inant in  h e r  e a r l i e r  c o n v e rs a t io n s . I t  appeared  t h a t  th e  m usical 

v ideo  show was r ig h t  up h e r a l l e y .

The v iew ing  evoked comments and g rap ev in e  r e p o r ts  o f th e  s o c i a l i t e s ,  

m u sic ian s  TV c e l e b e r i t i e s ,  and so on. Though she seemed to  en joy  t h i s ,  

th e  c h i ld r e n  seemed bo red . I t  was n o t long  b e fo re  each  one of them 

c u r le d  up in  d i f f e r e n t  c o rn e rs ,  o f th e  room, re a d in g .

As th e  s t a t i o n  in  view made ready  to  jo in  th e  netw ork s e rv ic e ,  th e

s u b je c t  d i r e c te d  th a t  th e  s e t  be sw itched  from LTV, to  an  NTA ch an n e l. 

The c h i ld r e n  s t i l l  d id  n o t show any i n t e r e s t  in  th e  program m ing, they

m erely  com plied . H emerged from th e  bedroom a t  t h i s  tim e  to  jo in  th e

group . I t  was d e l ib e r a t e  and c a r e f u l ly  tim ed . He came w ith  th e  purpose 

o f v iew in g . He to o k  ho ld  of th e  rem ote c o n tro l  as  he s a t  down.

The news was y e t  to  b eg in . SI sh a red  th e  ex p e rie n c e s  o f th e  day w ith

him . I t  seemed to  be an in t im a te  tim e o f th e  day. T h is  was l a t e r

confirm ed  to  be a r e g u la r  p a t t e r n ,  as th e  o b se rv a tio n  p ro g re s se d  d u rin g  

th e  week. I t  was a t  t h i s  tim e th a t  th e  cou p le  shared  t h e i r  e x p e rie n c e s
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of th e  day . I t  was th e  b eg in n in g  of t h a t  tim e when th ey  had l e s s  

e x te rn a l  d i s t r a c t i o n s .  The c h i ld r e n  were a lre a d y  in  a subdued mood; n o t 

as b o is tro u s  as  th ey  had been e a r l i e r ,  b u t th ey  were s t i l l  occup ied  w ith  

t h e i r  books.

A lthough she d id  n o t ap p ea r to  be making any co n sc io u s e f f o r t  to  view  

what was on, S I , resp o n d in g  to  a soap com m ercial, rem arked abou t th e  

a sso rtm en t o f soaps in  th e  N ig e ria n  m arke t. Her comment was n o t abou t 

any p a r t i c u l a r  f e a tu r e  o f th e  p a r t i c u l a r  soap  th a t  was b e in g  a d v e r t is e d .  

The a d v e r t  had m erely evoked a comment t h a t  responded to  th e  number o f 

soap com m ercials which were fe a tu re d  on th e  sc re e n . In  o th e r  w ords, she  

was re sp o n d in g  to  th e  a sso rtm e n t o f soap th a t  was known to  be in  th e  

m arket p la c e .

H earing th e  h e a d lin e s  o f th e  news caused  h e r  to  v o ic e  h e r  p r iv a te  

th o u g h ts . For exam ple, th e  h e a d l in e  on th e  launch ing  o f a s p e c ia l  Road 

S a fe ty  cam paign se rv ed  as a rem inder o f th e  a c c id e n t which she saw on 

th e  ro a d .

"Oh, th e r e  was an a c c id e n t  on th e  ro ad  to d ay !"

The h e a d l in e  abou t a m ajor b reak th ro u g h  in  a v e te r in a r y  i n s t i t u t e  

rem inded h e r  o f some day o ld  c h ic k s  which she had a ls o  seen  e a r l i e r  on 

in  th e  day .

"T here were day o ld  c h ic k s  a t  S h e ra to n . I  wonder i f  th e y  w i l l  
be f o r  s a le  sometime. I  j u s t  saw them th e r e ."

The news was in  t h i s  way, b ro u g h t in  to  th e  on going  d is c u s s io n .  The

item s were made to  f i t  th e  c o n te x t o f th e  d a y 's  e v e n t 's  which th e  

s u b je c ts  were d is c u s s in g .  T h e re a f te r ,  S I ' s  focus on th e  news became more

in  l i n e  w ith  h e r  p e rs o n a l i n t e r e s t .  Her view ing took  on th e  a lre a d y
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no ted  form . She was fo c u s in g  on th e  s u p e r f i c i a l  v is u a ls  r a th e r  than  what 

was b e in g  s a id .

The h e a d lin e s  had been p re s e n te d  a s  "V oice o v e rs " , ( s im i la r  to  th e  ITN

News a t  te n  fo rm a t) . Her main concern  a s  th e  main news began , and th e

n ew scas te rs  were shown was abou t t h e i r  d re s s in g .

"Now I  wonder what she d r e s s e s  l i k e  . . .  [as  n e w sc a s te r  was 
shown] What i s  she w earing  now? I s  i t  " iro "  and "buba" o r 
what? How d id  she d e s ig n  th e  top?"

W hilst th e  pream ble to  th e  news was go ing  on, H made a q u ic k  phone c a l l ,  

and s e t t l e d  down im m ediately  a s  th e  main s to r i e s  were re a d . He seemed 

in te n t  on a t te n d in g  to  th e  news, b u t he cou ld  n o t .  As he resumed 

v iew ing, he asked  SI about what he had m issed , b u t she co u ld  no t h e lp . 

She had n o t been pay ing  s u f f i c i e n t  a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  a s p e c t  of th e

new scast t h a t  in t e r e s te d  him . He th e r e f o r e  had to  make sen se  of th e  

view ing w ith o u t h e r  h e lp .

H is a t te m p t s  to  c o n c e n t r a t e  on th e  news w ere f r u s t r a t e d  by th e

d i s t r a c t io n s  in  S i 's  c h a t t e r ,  a s  she c o n tin u ed  h e r  r e p o r t  o f th e  o u tin g . 

This was a c tu a l ly  sp u rre d  on by th e  le a d  news item . The item  had been 

about th e  E a s te r  c e l e b e r a t io n s . The s u b je c ts  were a b le  to  p r e d ic t  th e  

p a t te r n  o f th e  s to r y ,  and i t  was in  d o ing  t h i s  th a t  th e y  went back to  

th e  r e p o r t  o f t h e i r  own e x p e r ie n c e .

The d e l ib e r a t io n  over th e  r e p o r t ,  was c u t s h o r t  by th e  n e x t item  on th e  

news. T h is was th e  Road S a fe ty  cam paign s to r y .  Again s u b je c t s  drew upon 

t h e i r  e x p e rie n c e . Based on t h e i r  p e rso n a l o b se rv a tio n s  d u rin g  t h e i r  

jou rney  th a t  day , th ey  confirm ed  th e  s to r y .  I t  was abou t e f f o r t s  to  

p re v e n t ro ad  a c c id e n ts  d u r in g  th e  f e s t i v e  p e r io d .

336



S I; I t ' s  t r u e ,  th e re  were n o t so many a c c id e n ts  on th e  ro ad  . 
. . Oh so i t  was a b u r s t  ty r e ,  no wonder i t  was th e  on ly  
v e h ic le .  I t  was a J5 , (T his was th e  a c c id e n t we saw on 
th e  ro a d ) , and th e r e  was no o th e r  one th e re ,  [ s ic ]

A lthough th e  husband was s t i l l  in t e r e s te d  in  th e  d e t a i l s  of th e  s to ry ,

hav ing  h ea rd  th e  g i s t  o f i t ,  SI c o n tin u ed  b e in g  c h irp y , n o t m inding th e

s to ry  anymore, bu t a s s e s s in g  th e  n ew scas tin g .

"Oh, th e y  a re  lucky th e y  d i d n 't  make "O gbereje" re a d  t h i s  
item . O ghereje! H e 's  alw ays ado rn in g  h im se lf  w ith  h i s  w i f e 's  
w rapper. He would t i e  one, [round h i s  w a is t]  and th e  o th e r  
one, he w i l l  p u t h e re  [on h i s  s h o u ld e r s ] .  H e 's  my h u sb an d 's  
f r ie n d .  Or i s  he n o t your f r ie n d ?  ( la u g h te r )

The above i l l u s t r a t e s  how h e r comments d i r e c t l y  ad d re ssed  to  h e r

husband, co u ld  have d i s t r a c t e d  h is  a t t e n t i o n .  I t  a l s o  i l l u s t r a t e s  how 

h e r  r e a d in g  o f th e  p a r t i c u l a r  n e w s c a s te r ,  i s  d i r e c t e d  by h e r  

in d i f f e r e n c e .  She cou ld  n o t even be b o th e re d  to  a tte m p t a c o r r e c t  

p ro n u n c ia tio n  of h is  name. She d id  n o t l i k e  th e  n e w sc a s te r  because o f 

h i s  manner o f d re s s in g .  H however re c o g n is in g  t h i s  a s  p re ju d ic e ,  was 

more o b je c t iv e .  He was t o l e r a n t  o f th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  d re s s in g  r e f l e c te d  

a n o th e r  c u l tu r e ,  and th a t  th e  n ew scas te r sh o u ld  be a s s e s se d  based  on h i s  

perform ance. He th e re fo re  saw n o th in g  wrong w ith  him.

S i 's  c r i t i c i s m ,  as was h e r  re a d in g , was r e a l l y  an e x p re s s io n  o f h e r

in to le r a n c e  o f an o th e r c u l tu r e .  Her condem nation was based  on th e

im p o s itio n  o f a d i f f e r e n t  c u tu re ,  on a n o th e r , when e v a lu a tin g  th e

n e w s c a s te r 's  d re s s in g .

The is s u e  o f d re s s in g  was a p p a re n tly  v ery  im p o rtan t to  t h i s  s u b je c t .  Her 

comments su g g es t th a t  th e  n e w s c a s te r 's  d re s s in g  must f i r s t  i n t e r e s t  h e r ,  

b e fo re  she co u ld  even b eg in  to  a s s e s s  th e  perfo rm ance.
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There was a d i f f e r e n c e  in  h e r a t t i t u d e  and th a t  of h e r  husband. T h is was 

a p o t e n t i a l  cau se  fo r  d if f e re n c e s  in  t h e i r  re a d in g s .

S1: O y in lo la  read s  th e  news h im se lf ,  and C y ril S to b e r . They 
b o th  d re s s  w e ll. I  u s u a lly  am in t e r e s te d  in  w atch ing  th e  
news because I  d o n 't  re a d  th e  new spapers. . . b u t I  may
be l i s t e n in g  and f in d  m yself d o z in g . . . b u t you know why 
O gbereje  d o e s n 't  i n t e r e s t  me? I t ' s  because  he d o e s n 't  
d r e s s  w e ll .  He u s u a lly  w ears th e  same o u t f i t  over and 
a g a in .

H: T h a t 's  r id ic u lo u s  and anyway he c a n ' t  s t e a l .  He must l i v e
w ith in  h is  means.

S1: Do you mean S ienne and th e  o th e rs  s t e a l ?

In  s p i t e  o f th e  f a c t  th a t  she re c o g n ise d  a need fo r  t e l e v i s i o n  news, th e  

s u b je c t  s t i l l  f e l t  th e  need to  be im pressed  by th e  n e w sc a s te rs  d re s s in g  

in  th e  f i r s t  in s ta n c e .

There was an in s e r t  in  one o f th e  item s which was i n s i s t e n t .  The 

in t e r v i e w e e ,  who was th e  M in i s t e r  o f  E d u c a t io n  h ad  a s k e d  i f  th e  

in te rv ie w e r  was fo llo w in g  him. S u b je c t responded  to  t h i s  q u e s tio n . She 

gave an u n a p o lo g e tic , and em phatic "N o!". T h e re a f te r  she  p roceeded  to  

sh a re  th e  in fo rm a tio n  about th e  man, w hich she had p ic k ed  up from th e  

g ra p e v in e .

By th e  end o f th e  f i r s t  segment o f th e  news, SI was s le e p in g .  She had 

o s te n s ib ly  m issed  a l l  th e  s to r i e s  w ith in  t h a t  segm ent, even though she 

s a t  b e fo re  th e  s e t ,  as though she were w atch ing .

The n o is e  in  th e  s i t t i n g  room had reduced  by th i s  tim e , and th e  volume 

o f th e  t e l e v i s i o n  had become too  lo u d . I t  had to  be red u ced , in  s p i t e  o f 

th e  f a c t  t h a t  she was s le e p in g , th e re  were some news item s which caused  

h e r  to  s t i r .  She ch a llen g ed  o r  s u b s ta n t i a te d  c e r t a in  item s which she
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knew som ething a b o u t. As she  d id  t h i s ,  she  went back to  s le e p .  At tim es  

h e r  rem arks were n o t d i r e c t l y  r e la te d  to  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  i s s u e  th a t  was 

being  d is c u s s e d , b u t w ith  th e  to p ic ,  o r item .

As th e  even ing  p ro g re s se d , th e  comments were reduced . T his d id  n o t seem 

to  be a c o r r e l a t i o n  o f th e  ty p e s  o f s t o r i e s  th a t  were f e a tu r e d .  I t  

seemed more d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  to  th e  s u b je c t 's  p h y s ic a l s t a t e .  H on th e  

o th e r  hand was s t i l l  i n t e r e s te d ,  and a t t e n t i v e ,  t i l l  he r e c e iv e d  a phone 

c a l l .

The message was t h a t  th e  neighbour had d e l iv e re d  a baby. The ex c item en t 

o f t h i s  news re v iv e d  th e  r e s id e n ts  o f th e  home, b u t i t  p u t p a id  to  th e  

view ing f o r  th e  even ing . The s e t  was ig n o red  in  a l l  th e  e x c ite m e n t, and 

th e  subsequen t c e le b e r a t io n s .  There was a m usical in te r lu d e  fo llo w in g  

th e  news, and a f t e r  th a t  was an Is la m ic  r e l i g io u s  t a lk ;  an e x h o r ta t io n  

fo r  th e  Ramadan f a s t in g  p e r io d .

O b se rv a tio n  co n tin u ed  t i l l  about 10.00 p.m and though th e  t e l e v i s i o n  was 

l e f t  on, i t  was s t i l l  n o t view ed. I t  was m erely l e f t  in  th e  background 

e x c e p t  f o r  th e  o c c a s io n a l  f l e e t i n g  re m a rk s  a b o u t a s p e c t s  o f  th e  

programm es.

Day 2

The norm al work sch ed u le  had resumed fo llo w in g  th e  p u b lic  h o lid a y  on th e  

p rev io u s  day . Si re tu rn e d  b r i e f l y  a t  about 4.00 p.m, b u t sh e  went back 

im m ediate ly . The c h i ld re n  too  had gone o u t .  They were a t te n d in g  e x t r a  

m ural le s s o n s .  Someone had l e f t  th e  TV on. I t  was p la y in g  to  an empty 

house. I t  i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t  th e  houseboy was re s p o n s ib le  f o r  t h i s .
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The c h i ld r e n  re tu rn e d  a t  abou t 6 .00 p.m. The f i r s t  th in g  th ey  d id  was to  

scan  round th e  v a r io u s  ch an n e ls  to  see  what was on. They d id  n o t r e a l l y  

s e t t l e  down to  view u n t i l  abou t 7. 00 p.m . There was th e n  arguem ent on 

w hether to  c o n tin u e  view ing  th e  Wonder Woman (which they  had n o t r e a l l y  

been w a tc h in g ) , o r i f  th e y  sho u ld  sw itch  to  A nother L ife ,  a soap  opera  

on OGTV, which G favou red .

The consensus o f o p in io n  was t h a t  th ey  shou ld  watch Wonder Woman. Though 

she l o s t  th e  arguem ent, G had succeeded  in  in c re a s in g  th e  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  

th e  boys showed in  th e  v iew ing . The volume of th e  s e t  was in c re a s e d . As 

i f  to  prove a p o in t ,  th o se  who v o te d  fo r  th e  programme s a t  down 

c o n sc io u s ly  to  w atch i t .  The i n t e r e s t  was co n tag io u s , and soon, a l l  th e  

c h i ld re n  were en jo y in g  th e  programme.

The c h i ld r e n  e x h ib ite d  a very  good knowledge of th e  programme. They were 

so f a m i l ia r  w ith  th e  codes, t h a t  they  were a b le  to  f i l l  in  th e  gaps t h a t  

were e x i s t in g  in  th e  programme. For exam ple, they  id e n t i f i e d  th e  h o te l  

in  th e  s e t t i n g  as  th e  S h era to n , a lth o u g h  th e  logo in  th e  s h o t,  la ck ed  

th e  S.H. They were a b le  to  sup p ly  th e  m iss in g  l e t t e r s  and com plete  th e  

s p e l l in g .

They w ere a l s o  a b le  to  r e c o g n i s e  th o s e  a c t s  w hich  w ere  o b v io u s  

e x a g g e ra tio n s , even though th ey  en joyed  th e  " t r i c k s " .

Chorus: Uhun!

B2: What s o r t  o f rope  i s  t h a t  long?
B l: I t ’s  j u s t  a f ilm  t r i c k .

SI had r e tu rn e d  a t  about 7 .00  p.m as  w e ll .  A lthough she was very  t i r e d ,  

sh e  w ent s t r a i g h t  to  th e  k i t c h e n  to  p r e p a r e  th e  f a m i l y 's  m e a l.
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I n te r m i t t e n t ly ,  she c a l le d  on G, ( th e  g i r l )  to  ru n  an e rra n d  o r th e  

o th e r .  As a r e s u l t ,  G, u n lik e  th e  boys co u ld  n o t have an u n in te ru p te d  

v iew ing . In  f a c t ,  i t  was a knowledge o f t h i s  p a t te r n  o f v iew ing t h a t  

caused  G to  lo o se  on h e r  c h o ic e .

At th e  end o f th e  programme th e re  was a prom otion o f th e  h ig h l ig h ts  o f 

th e  e v e n in g 's  sch ed u le . Of a l l  th e  programmes prom oted, th e  Benny H i l l  

show was th e  one which th e  c h i ld re n  app lauded . They d id  n o t acknowledge 

any o th e r  programme.

The a d v e rtis e m e n ts  which were shown were b e t t e r  re c e iv e d . They a l l  sang 

a lo n g  to  th e  Tandi G uarana, s o f t  d r in k  a d v e r t .  B3 t r i e d  to  im ita te  th e  

dance s te p s  th a t  were p o r tra y e d , as he made h i s  way to  th e  k itc h e n . He 

a ls o  a ttem p ted  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  dance s te p s  which were shown in  th e  

promo, fo r  a p r e s e n ta t io n  by th e  Lagos s t a t e  c o u n c il f o r  A rts  and 

C u l tu r e .

In  s p i t e  o f th e  f a c t  t h a t  they  en joyed  th e  e n te r ta in m e n t which th e  

a d v e r ts  had, th e  c h i ld re n  were c r i t i c a l  o f th e  p ro d u c ts  th a t  such  

a d v e r ts  were prom oting .

For in s ta n c e  th e  Tandi Guarana was s a id  to  t a s t e  l i k e  "chewing gum". I t  

d id  n o t m a tte r  th a t  th e  a d v e r t was e n jo y a b le . They were l e s s  c h a r i ta b le  

in  t h e i r  comments re g a rd in g  some o th e r  p ro d u c ts , whose a d v e r ts  th ey  a l s o  

l ik e d .  C adbury 's  c h o c o la te  Fudge was s a id  to  t a s t e  "Yukky!"

The above i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  f a c t  th a t  even th e  c h i ld re n  can  s e p a ra te  th e  

message from th e  p ro d u c t. S im ila r ly  th ey  had s e p a ra te d  th e  f a n ta s y , from 

th e  " r e a l i s t i c " ,  in  th e  programme viewed e a r l i e r .  I t  was t h e i r  knowledge
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of r e a l i t y  t h a t  th ey  drew from in  making th e se  d i s t i n c t i o n s .

There w ere some a d v e rtise m e n ts  which th e  c h i ld re n  d id  n o t l i k e .  They d id

n o t even a t te n d  th e  m essages in  such a t  a l l .  They m e n ta lly  sw itch ed  o f f

v iew ing  a t  such tim es .

T his p a t t e r n  o f v iew ing co n tin u ed  t i l l  th e  S ta te  News was abou t to  be 

re a d . I t  was th e  s u b s ta n tiv e  programme th a t  fo llow ed . R a th e r  th an  watch 

th e  programme, th e  channel was changed. The programme was used  as an 

in d ic a to r  o f tim e . The new s e le c t io n  was in  a n t ic ip a t io n  o f a p a r t i c u l a r  

drama. The New M asquerade, on th e  netw ork s e rv ic e  o f th e  NTA.

The fam ily  a r r iv e d  e a r ly  a t  th e  new channel fo r  th e  programme, b u t no 

one w atched th e  (sponsored) docum entary th a t  was on, (S p o tl ig h t)  . Even 

when H jo in e d  th e  group, he f i r s t  shopped round th e  ch an n e ls  as i f  

r e j e c t i n g  th e  ch o ice  th a t  was on. F in d in g  no b e t t e r  o p tio n , he s e t t l e d  

fo r  S p o t l ig h t .  N e ith e r  th e  news, no r th e  docum entary was w atched . H soon 

g o t up, and l e f t  th e  s e t .  The c h i ld re n  were unim pressed  a s  w e ll .  They 

were b o re d . One o f them a c tu a l ly  v o iced  t h e i r  f r u s t r a t i o n  w ith  th e  

a v a i la b le  programming.

"T h is  i s  d ry !"

I t  was G who had exclaim ed th u s ,  and hav ing  shopped round y e t  a n o th e r  

tim e , w ith o u t f in d in g  an o p tio n , she a ls o  l e f t  th e  room.

The o th e r s  who rem ained a t  th e  s e t ,  co u ld  n o t c o n ta in  t h e i r  r e l i e f ,  when 

th e  programme was concluded.

"Ah, thank  God th e y 'v e  f in is h e d !"
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A lthough th ey  had ig n o red  th e  s e t ,  they  had a c tu a l ly  been m indfu l o f 

what was on. They had on ly  been e x p e c tin g  o f a " b e t te r "  o p tio n . T h is 

i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e y  would r a th e r  have used th e  s e t  a t  t h a t  

tim e. B ecause i t  had been r a in in g ,  and t h i s  had a f f e c te d  th e  q u a l i ty  o f 

t h e i r  r e c e p t io n ,  t h e i r  ch o ice  o f ch an n e ls  had been l im i te d .  They had 

lo s t  th e  Lagos based  c h a n n e ls , ex cep t fo r  LTV where th e  news was on. 

They th u s  had to  r e ly  on NTA Abeokuta to  rec&^ve th e  ex p ec ted  netw ork 

dram a.

A ll th e  c h i ld r e n  were com petent in  d e c id in g  th e  co u rse  o f a c t io n  in  th e  

even t o f th e  w eather ham pering t h e i r  r e c e p t io n .  The in c id e n t  was n o t a 

s tra n g e  phenomenon.

The programme had begun b e fo re  S1 came to  th e  s i t t i n g  room to  ta k e  a 

phone c a l l .  P r io r  to  t h i s  tim e , she had s t i l l  been busy in  th e  k itc h e n  

and a ls o  o u td o o rs  w ith  some g u e s ts .  There was a s t r i k i n g  s im i l a r i t y  

between h e r  phone c o n v e rsa tio n  and th e  theme in  th e  drama th a t  th e  

c h i ld r e n  were w atch ing . T h is o b s e rv a tio n  was n o t made by any of th e  

s u b je c t s .

Si was amused by th e  sn a tc h e s  o f th e  c o n v e rsa tio n  which she caugh t as  

she p assed  th rough  th e  s i t t i n g  room. The c h i ld re n  on th e  o th e r  hand, 

watched w ith  a d i f f e r e n t  d eg ree  o f d e te rm in a tio n . They were en g ro ssed  in  

th e  programme, a tte m p tin g  to  p r e d ic t  th e  co u rse  of th e  a c t io n s .  I t  was 

on ly  a t  th e  t a i l  end o f th e  programme th a t  31 jo in e d  in  th e  v iew ing . 

Even th e n , she  d id  n o t s i t  down. She m erely  lean ed  a g a in s t  a c h a i r ,  and 

w atched th e  c o n c lu s io n  o f th e  programme.

As soon as th e  programme was concluded , she went back s t r a i g h t  to  th e
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k itc h e n . She d id  n o t even w a it to  see  th e  s p o n so r 's  com m ercials, o r  th e  

c lo s in g  c r e d i t s .  The c h i ld r e n  behaved lik e w is e . They each  go t up and 

l e f t ,  j u s t  as  th e  drama ended, as  though broken from a s p e l l  t h a t  had 

bound them to  th e  s e t .  They went away to  have t h e i r  su p p er. I t  was on ly  

a coup le  o f m inutes b e fo re  9 o 'c lo c k  a t  t h i s  tim e . By th e  tim e S1 

r e tu rn e d  to  th e  s i t t i n g  room, th e  news h e a d lin e s  were a lre a d y  b e in g  

re a d .

A lthough she  cou ld  have s a id  she w atched th e  drama, S1 had n o t seen  

enough o f i t  to  fo llow  th e  s to ry  l i n e .  She had been f in d in g  amusement in  

th e  s u p e r f i c i a l .  For in s ta n c e  th e  in s u l t in g  rem arks t h a t  came from 

Jegede , th e  dance s te p s  in  th e  p a r ty  scen e ; and th e  s im u la te d  new scast 

which was a parody of th e  netw ork news.

On h e r  r e tu r n ,  h e r  f i r s t  comment was a rem ark about th e  n ew scas te r fo r

th e  ev en in g . She h a i le d ,  him u s in g  a b a s ta rd is e d  p ro n u n c ia tio n  o f th e  

n e w s c a s te r ' s name.

"O g b e re je I"

She looked  o u t f o r  h is  d re s s in g  to  co n firm  h e r p rev io u s  rem arks abou t 

him. She d id  n o t even comment on what he was say in g  b e fo re  le a v in g  to  

jo in  h e r  fam ily  a t  th e  d in in g  t a b le .  Her a t t e n t io n  had been momentary.

Of a l l  th e  members o f th e  fa m ily , i t  was H, who had a c l e a r  view of th e  

s e t ,  from h i s  p o s i t io n  a t  th e  t a b le .  T here were some item s o f th e  news 

which w ere in t e r e s t i n g  enough to  cau se  th e  c h i ld re n  to  dash  away from 

th e  t a b le  to  c a tc h  a g lim pse of th e  r e p o r t s .

For exam ple, th e re  was a news r e p o r t  abou t th e  m eeting o f th e  Ogun s t a t e
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c o u n c il o f c h i e f s .  This was i n t e r e s t i n g  because  th ey  a n t ic ip a te d  se e in g  

some of th e  c h ie f s  whom th ey  knew p e r s o n a l ly .  The. y were n o t too

co n sc io u s  o f  th e  r e p o r t  o r  th e  d e l ib e r a t io n s .

The o n ly  p e rso n  who d id  n o t g e t up to  g e t  a c l e a r  view o f th e  v is u a ls  

from t h i s  r e p o r t  was H.

At th e  end o f th e  m eal, 81 s a t  b e fo re  th e  s e t ,  a s  though meaning to  view

th e  news, b u t she was n o t a t t e n t i v e .  She a g a in  ra n  a commentary on th e

th e  n e w s c a s te rs ' d re s s in g . She c a r r i e d  on from th e  p o in ts  made th e

p re v io u s  day .

"R ea lly  i t ' s  n o t so much th e  mode o f d re s s in g , I  know i t ' s  
t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n ,  b u t he shou ld  change h i s  o u t f i t .  He u s u a lly  
w ears j u s t  th e  same w h ite  to p , and he u ses  h i s  w if e 's  
w rapper. I  guess s h e 's  l e n t  him a n o th e r  one today , o th e rw is e , 
he would have been c la d  in  th e  same a t t i r e .  Then he to p s  i t
w ith  re d  bead s. . . Who i s  R u th 's  d e s ig n e r?  I wonder. . . "

Even as  she s a t  th e re  b e fo re  th e  s e t .  S i ' s  a t t e n t io n  was v e ry  d iv id e d . 

She was g iv in g  in s t r u c t io n s  to  th e  c h i ld r e n  who were c l e a r in g  and 

w ashing up; she was check ing  t h e i r  o th e r  a ss ig n m en ts , go ing  over t h e i r  

homework; and i t  was on ly  i n t e r m i t t e n t ly  t h a t  she g lan ced  a t  th e  s e t .

The on ly  news item  which a t t r a c t e d  h e r  i n t e r e s t  f o r  a w h ile  was t h a t

which c o in c id e d  w ith  h e r  p ro fe s s io n a l  i n t e r e s t .  I t  was a s to r y  abou t th e

p re p a ra t io n s  f o r  th e  p la n t in g  seaso n .

By th e  l a s t  segment of th e  news, th e  lo c a t io n  had become q u ie t .  SI was 

a g a in  d o z in g  o f f  and t h i s  co n tin u ed  th ro u g h  th e  programme prom otion 

which fo llo w ed . I t  was a t  th e  in s ta n c e  o f a f a m i l ia r  fa c e  on th e  s e t  

t h a t  e v e ry o n e 's  a t t e n t io n  was perked  up a g a in . I t  had ta k e n  one a l e r t
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person  to  c a l l  th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f o th e rs  to  t h i s .  The i n t e r e s t  was on ly  

momentary fo r  th e  p a re n ts ,  b u t th e  c h i ld r e n  hav ing  f in is h e d  t h e i r  ch o re s  

had assem bled to  watch th e  e a r l i e r  a d v e r t is e d  Benny H i l l  show.

O b serv a tio n  ended a t  t h i s  tim e as  SI was s le e p in g . She seemed r e a l l y  

t i r e d .  In  s p i t e  of t h i s  o b s e rv a tio n , i t  was re p o r te d  th e  fo llo w in g  day, 

th a t  hav in g  e s c o r te d  th e  r e s e a r c h e r ,  S1 r e tu rn e d  to  do some p ap e r work 

in  th e  room . T h is  i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  dem ands on th e  s u b j e c t ,  h e r  

p r i o r i t i e s ,  and h e r  use  o f  tim e .

Day 3
Viewing commenced a t  abou t 7 .45 p.m. S1 had re tu rn e d  l a t e  from work, and 

th e  c h i ld r e n  had a lso  been  a t te n d in g  t h e i r  le s s o n s . S1 had a r r iv e d

b e fo re  th e  c h i ld r e n .  She was in  a d ilem na as  to  how to  p u t on th e  s e t .

She had alw ays r e l i e d  on th e  c h i ld re n  o r  t h e i r  f a th e r ,  to  o p e ra te  th e

TV. A lthough H had re tu rn e d  from work a t  th e  tim e , he had gone o u t

a g a in . In  th e  meantime, SI a ls o  had some g u e s ts  to  a t te n d  to .  I t  was 

when th e  c h i ld r e n  re tu rn e d  th a t  th ey  found a s u i t a b le  programme. T his 

l im ite d  com petence in  o p e ra t in g  th e  s e t ,  was n o t ic e a b le  in  some o th e r  

s u b je c ts  who had th e  new s o p h is t ic a te d ,  rem ote c o n t ro l le d  s e t s .  They 

o f te n ,  d id  n o t know th e  lo c a t io n  of th e  c o n t ro ls  on th e  s e t ,  and th e y  

cou ld  n o t d e c ip h e r  which b u tto n s  on th e  rem ote c o n tro l  d id  w hat.

The d e p e n d e n c e  on th e  c h i l d r e n  was an  i n d i c a t o r  o f  th e  s u p e r i o r  

com petence, as i t  was, th e  c h i ld r e n 's  amount o f use o f th e  s e t .

The programme th a t  was s e le c te d  was a m u s ic a l. S c h o o l's  C h o ir. S1 found 

th i s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  She was im pressed  by th e  le a d e r  of th e  g roup , who was 

a boy. She m arve lled  a t  th e  perform ance of th e  boy, h i s  d an c in g , h i s
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g e s t u r e s ,  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f h i s  v o i c e .  T h is  was c o n t r a r y  to  h e r

e x p e c ta t io n s  o f th a t  gender.

There was no comment about th e  message in  th e  songs. The on ly  r e fe re n c e

to  th e  l y r i c s ,  was when she was t r y in g  to  id e n t i f y  lo c a t io n  o f th e

sc h o o l. She used  th e  p r i o r i t i e s  ex p re sse d  in  one of th e  songs to  deduce

where th e  sch o o l cou ld  have been from .

" I  th in k  i t ' s  a schoo l from Oyo s t a t e ;  he m entioned t h a t  they
sh o u ld  jo in  hands to  im prove Oyo s t a t e . "

The s u b je c t  had n o t been fo llo w in g  th e  programme as  p re s e n te d , o th e rw ise  

she would have heard  th e  name of th e  s c h o o l, and where i t  was lo c a te d ,  

when th e  programme was in tro d u c e d . She was fo llo w in g  th e  v i s u a l s ,  and 

" w r i t in g  h e r  own s c r ip t "  u s in g  some a s p e c ts  of th e  programme th a t  she  

had p ick ed  up.

The s u b je c t  was so "en g ro ssed "  in  th e  programme, t h a t  she d id  n o t 

e n t e r t a i n  th e  in te r r u p t io n s  even when i t  came from h e r g u e s ts .

There was a p o r t io n  o f th e  programme which was o f poor te c h n ic a l  

q u a l i ty .  The s u b je c t s ' re sp o n se  a t  t h i s  tim e , showed th a t  th e y  were n o t 

ig n o ra n t o f t e c h n i c a l i t i e s  o f p ro d u c tio n . I t  seems th a t  th e  u se  o f th e

home v id e o , had made th e  v iew ers  more f a m i l i a r  w ith  some o f th e  problem s

th a t  th e  techno logy  p re s e n ts .  For in s ta n c e ,  they  cou ld  id e n t i f y  t h a t  th e  

shaky v o ic e  may be a r e s u l t  o f a bad/w orn o u t ta p e , o r  a poo r re c o rd in g . 

They c o u ld  c e r t a i n l y  s e p a r a t e  th e  a r t i s t i c  p e r fo rm a n c e  from  t h e  

te c h n ic a l .

At th e  end o f th e  programme, H who had by th e n  jo in e d  th e  v iew ing , 

r e q u e s te d  fo r  th e  rem ote c o n t r o l .  T here was no doubt ab o u t who was in
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c o n tro l  o f th e  s e t  a t  t h i s  tim e . There was no d eb a te  w ith  him, and th e re  

were no su g g e s tio n s  made to  him, about what shou ld  be w atched. He 

s e le c te d  OGTV, and th e  fam ily  caught th e  t a i l  end o f a sponsored

programme. I t  was a c h ie f ta in c y  ceremony. The s u b je c t  in  view , who was 

a ls o  th e  sp o n so r, was n o t known to  th e  s u b je c t s .

The program m e was i n t e r e s t i n g .  I t  ev o k ed  an  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  th e  

c h ie f ta in c y  award p r a c t i c e s .  SI was know ledgeable in  t h i s  a re a ,  and she  

sh a red  t h i s  knowledge w ith  th e  o th e rs  in  th e  group. H had h is  own

re m a rk s  w h ich  b u t t r e s s e d  h e r  r e p o r t ,  b u t  he o n ly  i n t e r j e c t e d  

o c c a s io n a lly .  S1 d id  most o f th e  ta lk in g .  The c h i ld re n  had moved to  th e  

d in n in g  room, a t  t h i s  tim e, le a v in g  S1 w ith  h e r  g u e s t.  The summary o f

th e  r e p o r t  was a c r i t i q u e  o f th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f r u l in g .  SI

p o in t e d  o u t  t h a t  some o f  th e  r e d u n d a n t  t r a d i t i o n a l  r i t e s  can  be

d is c a rd e d . She c i te d  th e  exam ple o f a known "k ing" who had done so . She

reg a rd ed  him as  b e in g  p ro g re s s iv e . H had commented th a t  a l o t  o f th e  

aw ards, and o th e r  n e e d le s s  p r a c t ic e s  were m a in ta in ed  fo r  m onetary g a in .

The programme which was supposed to  inform  th e  aud ience  of th e  s p o n s o r 's  

newly a c q u ire d  s t a t u s ,  had th u s  ended up, be ing  a forum fo r  th e  

e v a l u a t i o n  o f  an e n t i r e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  R a th e r  th a n  fo c u s  on th e  

in d iv id u a l ,  th e  focus had been on th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  which he re p re s e n te d , 

th e  system  to  which he b e longed . The system  had been  b rough t to  

d is r e p u te .  T his resp o n se  p a t t e r n  i s  s im i la r  to  th a t  observ ed  when th e r e  

i s  a focus on government on th e  s e t .

By th e  tim e th e  d is c u s s io n  was o v er, H had changed th e  channel to

a n o th e r  s t a t i o n .  There was a s p o r ts  programme on. He had k ep t t h i s  in

th e  background as  th e  d is c u s s io n  co n tin u ed . I t  th u s  p ro v id e d  ready  p iv o t
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fo r  th e  c o n v e rsa t io n  a t  th e  end of th e  p rev io u s  d e l ib e r a t io n s .  B reaking  

th e  s i le n c e  t h a t  was p re v a le n t  a f t e r  th e  d is c u s s io n , Si wondered which 

stad ium  was in  view .

A gain, she had been a t t r a c t e d  by th e  v is u a l  elem ent o f th e  v iew ing . Her 

i n t e r e s t  t h e r e a f t e r  was fo cu ssed  on th e  name o f th e  s tad iu m , and t h i s  

le d  to  o th e r  d e l ib e r a t io n s .  For exam ple, name g iv in g  p r a c t i c e s .

The TV had on ly  s u p p lie d  th e  agenda. I t  was no t w atched. Even H, who had 

s e le c te d  th e  programme had f a l l e n  o f f  to  s le e p  in  f r o n t  o f  th e  s e t .  SI 

soon l e f t  f o r  th e  k itc h e n  and she rem ained th e re  fo r  a w h ile .

The house was much q u ie te r  on t h i s  day, as th e  c h i ld re n  w ere a l l  engaged 

w ith  t h e i r  homework. The TV was l e f t  in  th e  background, w ith  no one 

w atch ing . There were th e  i s o la t e d  o c c a s io n s , when B2, and B3 sang  along  

to  th e  a d v e r t is e m e n ts . The s in g in g  on th e se  o ccasio n  were r a th e r  subdued 

as  th e  boys were r e a l l y  o th e rw ise  engaged.

The TV had been  l e f t  on BCOS, an Ibadan ch an n e l. A c tiv e  v iew ing  resumed 

when H changed th e  channel to  an NTA ch an n e l. He had s t i r r e d  from s le e p , 

and changed th e  ch an n e l, th u s  r e j e c t i n g  th e  Oyo s t a t e  news which was on 

th e n . T here was a (s e r io u s )  drama on th e  NTA netw ork a t  th e  tim e . I t  was 

The Young Ones. H d id  n o t w atch. He m erely changed th e  c h an n e l, and 

resumed h is  s le e p in g . B2 and B3 who were w ith in  e a r s h o t  were n o t 

im m ediately  drawn to  th e  TV. They t i d i e d  up th e  t a b le  f i r s t ,  and th ey  

took  t h e i r  tim e doing so . In  th e  meantime, th e  s e t  was p la y in g  to  an 

empty room, n o t co u n tin g  th e  re s e a rc h e r ,  and H who was s le e p in g  th e r e  

b e fo re  i t .  The programme was la rg e ly  ig n o red .
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T his s i t u a t i o n  seems to  have been compounded by th e  a r r i v a l  of a 

custom er. SI s e t t l e d  in  th e  s i t t i n g  room b u t she was more concerned  w ith  

making a s a l e .  T h is in v o lv ed  making a p i t c h  fo r  th e  item , a s  w e ll as  th e  

s e v e ra l  an ec d o tes  th a t  accom panied t h a t .  The women's c h a t t e r  prom pted H 

to  le a v e  th e  s i t t i n g  room. B efore he l e f t ,  he checked what was on OGTV, 

sw itch ed  back to  NTA, and excused h im se lf .

I t  i s  n o t c e r t a i n  i f  th e  c h i ld re n  were to o  t i r e d ,  hungry, o r  o th e rw ise  

busy , to  show an i n t e r e s t  in  th e  programme. What i s  c e r t a in  i s  th a t  th e  

programme d id  n o t s ta n d  up a g a in s t  what they  were e x p e rie n c in g  a t  th e  

t im e .

The p a t t e r n  co n tin u ed  in to  th e  netw ork news s l o t .  The h e a d lin e s  had 

p re c e e d e d  th e  n e w s c a s t i t s e l f  a s  i s  th e  u s u a l  p r a c t i c e .  S1 h ad  

re c o g n ise d  th e  v o ic e  o f h e r  f a v o u r i te  n ew scas te r and was on th e  look  o u t 

f o r  h e r  d re s s in g  fo r  t h a t  n ig h t .

Her f i r s t  comment when th e  news began was on th e  d re s s in g ,  com paring

h e rs  w ith  t h a t  o f th e  n ew scas te rs  who were on, th e  p re v io u s  day . Her

o u tb u r s t  on t h i s  o cca sio n  took  on i t s  own l i f e ,  as th e  custom er

responded . She to o  had n o tic e d  S i 's  o b s e rv a tio n s .

S I: Now you look a t  S ie n n e 's  d re s s in g  and compare i t  w ith  
O gbere je , and Benam asia, who went and p u t a bow in  such 
an awkward p la c e , [ s ic ]

S2: I t  i s  th o se  yellow  th in g s  t h a t  p u t me o f f .

SI : I t  was a bow. We had a c lo s e  look  a t  i t ,  i t  was a bow, a 
v e ry  b ig  bow, very  very  odd.

S2; I  j u s t  knew th a t  th e  yellow  was ou t of p la c e .  I t  was to o  
b r ig h t  fo r  th e  re d  o u t f i t .  The c o n t r a s t  was too  much.
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The c o n v e rsa tio n  went on, and th e  p o in t  o f S ie n n e 's  im peccable s ty l e  of 

d re s s in g  was made. The c o n v e rs a t io n  c a r r i e d  on to  o th e r  m a tte r s ,  such 

th a t  th e  women d id  no t pay any a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  news. The news cou ld  

have been c a s te d  to  an empty room. A lthough th e  women were th e r e ,  t h e i r  

a t t e n t i o n  was e lsew h ere .

The o th e r  p o in t  from th e  above i s  th e  m e ri t o f S 1 's  o b s e rv a tio n s .  That 

S2, who had w atched th e  news in  a n o th e r  lo c a t io n ,  cou ld  r e a d i ly  r e l a t e  

w ith  SI ' s  o b s e rv a tio n  red u ce s  th e  p o s s i b i l t y  o f th e  rem ark b e ing  an 

i s o la te d  in c id e n t  based  on S i ' s  p e rso n a l t a s t e .  I t  su g g e s ts  th a t  th e  

n e w s c a s te r 's  appearance c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  message which was re c e iv e d , 

and c o n v e r s e ly ,  t h a t  i t  c o u ld  c o n t r i b u t e  to  th e  m essag e  t h a t  i s  

r e je c te d .  T h is i s  worthy o f more r ig o ro u s  in v e s t ig a t io n  b u t i t  s ta n d s  to  

rea so n , t h a t  i f  th e  ap pea rance  i s  a p u t o f f ,  th e re  i s  l i k e ly  to  be a 

g r e a te r  b lo c k  fo r  th e  in te n d e d  message to  perm eate . The o b se rv a tio n  was 

i l l u s t r a t e d  in  o th e r  lo c a t io n s  in  o th e r  ways.

Having re c o g n ise d  t h i s ,  th e  n e x t problem  may be in  id e n t i f y in g  what i s  

a c c e p ta b le  to  such a h e te ro g en o u s and mass aud ience as  t h a t  o f th e  NTA 

netw ork news. Having s a id  t h a t ,  th e re  i s  no in d ic a t io n  t h a t  approved 

d re s s in g  i s  enough to  s u s ta in  th e  i n t e r e s t  in  a programme. On t h i s  

o ccasio n  t h a t  programme was th e  news. The women had i l l u s t r a t e d  t h i s  in  

t h e i r  b e h a v io u r. They had ig n o red  th e  s e t ,  even a f t e r  hav ing  a s se s se d  

and approved th e  d re s s in g .

I t  was th e  news item  abou t th e  r e le a s e  o f p o l i t i c a l  d e ta in e e s  in  a 

n e ig h b o u rin g  co u n try , (Cameroun) th a t  s to p p ed  them in  t h e i r  t r a c k s .  The 

a t t e n t i o n  even then  was momentary. Having e s ta b l is h e d  enough d e t a i l s  

abou t th e  s to r y  to  be a t  p eace , th ey  ag a in  ig n o red  th e  s e t .
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From t h e i r  d is c u s s io n ,  i t  became c l e a r  t h a t  t h e i r  p e rso n a l e x p e rie n c e s  

had c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  of th e  news. They d em o n stra ted  t h i s  

by r e l a t i n g  t h i s  news item  to  t h e i r  own e x p e rie n c e s . T h is  le d  to  a 

d is c u s s io n  o f th e  N ig e ria n  p en a l sy stem . The news was once a g a in  

ig n o red .

I t  was th e  theme o f th e  s to ry  w hich th e  s u b je c t 's  responded  to ,  

p a r t i c u l a r ly  because  o f th e  p a t te r n  o f t h e i r  e x p e rie n c e . They had n o t 

been concerned  w ith  th e  s p e c i f i c  d e t a i l s  o f th e  s to ry ,  w hich presum eably  

they  knew l i t t l e  ab o u t. As a r e s u l t ,  r a th e r  than  comment on th e  

p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  in  Cameroun, th ey  commented on th e  p e n a l system  in  

N ig e r ia ,

The c o n v e rs a t io n  d r i f t e d  to  o th e r  m a tte r s .  By th i s  tim e , th e  c h i ld re n  

l e f t  f o r  th e  c lu b . They had n o t w atched TV th a t  even ing  a t  a l l ,  and 

n e i th e r  had H. SI and h e r  g u e s t who s a t  b e fo re  th e  s e t ,  were on ly  

w atching  in t e r m i t t e n t ly ;  as  th e  item s o f i n t e r e s t  became s t r i k i n g  to  

them.

The item  on th e  Youth co n fe ren ce  was s t r i k i n g .  SI w ished she  co u ld  be on 

such d e le g a t io n s .  The announcement co n ce rn in g  th e  is su a n c e  o f th e  newly 

in tro d u c e d  d r i v e r 's  l ic e n c e  was a ls o  s t r i k i n g .  In  t h i s  in s ta n c e ,  th e re  

was r a p t  a t t e n t i o n  as  th e  women g lean ed  th e  in fo rm a tio n ; th e  d i r e c t i v e s  

on how to  g e t  t h e i r  l i c e n c e s .  The is s u e  was one which th ey  had to  comply 

w ith , and w ith in  a c e r t a in  d e a d l in e . T hat d e a d lin e  was v e ry  c lo s e ,  hence 

th e  u rg e n c y  to  a t t e n d  to  th e  new s. B e s id e s ,  up t i l l  t h a t  t im e ,  

i n s t r u c t io n s  had been very  vague and c o n fu s in g . They were v e ry  a t t e n t i v e  

to  t h i s  item . I t  was when th ey  had g o t th e  re q u ire d  d e t a i l s  t h a t  one o f
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them n o te d  th e  unusual le n g th  o f th e  in te rv ie w  w ith  th e  p e r s o n a l i ty  

in v o lv e d .

There was an in s ta n c e  when s u b je c ts  were a t r a c te d  to  th e  s e t ,  by th e

observed  c o n v iv ia l i ty  betw een th e  two n e w sc a s te rs . I t  was SI who

observed  t h i s  f i r s t ,  and she drew h e r  g u e s t 's  a t t e n t io n  to  t h i s .

"T hey a r e  ev en  g r in n i n g  a t  e a c h  o t h e r .  Look a t  them !
A m azing!"

T his comment d i r e c te d  a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  s e t .  The news item  w hich was re a d  

a t  t h a t  t im e  was re m a rk e d  u pon , i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  i t  was (m ore)

c o n sc io u s ly  a t te n d e d . The g u e s t fo r  in s ta n c e  was t h e r e a f t e r  s u rp r is e d  

t h a t  th e  n ew scast had n o t been concluded .

The news item  which they  had a tte n d e d  th en  d i r e c te d  th e  t r e n d  o f t h e i r  

c o n v e rs a t io n . I t  was an item  about th e  appoin tm ent o f a form er M in is te r  

(of In fo rm a tio n ) as  a chairm an o f a b oard . SI was n o t c r i t i c a l ,  b u t she 

n o te d  t h a t  a l l  th e  r e t i r e d  p eo p le  were b e in g  p la c e d .

In  t h i s  in s ta n c e  a g a in , she had l e f t  th e  s p e c i f i c ,  and ad d re ssed  th e  

t r e n d  t h a t  i t  i l l u s t r a t e d .  The d is c u s s io n  had le d  to  an e v a lu a tio n  of 

th e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t io n .  T his was a t  th e  m ention of a r e t i r e d  governm ent 

o f f i c i a l  who was a s p ir in g  to  th e  p o s t o f P re s id e n t .  The c o n v e rs a t io n  was 

on ly  p u n c tu a te d  a t  th e  in s ta n c e  of a (Yoruba) m usical v id e o  on TV. The 

a r t i s t e  in  view was Waka Queen, Salawa A beni. She was a v e ry  young g i r l  

when she  launched  in to  th e  m usic b u s in e s s , b u t she had r e c e n t ly  become 

much ta lk e d  abou t in  th e  p r e s s . The c o n v e rs a tio n  o f th e  group became 

c e n tre d  around h e r .  T his focus ag a in  gave d i r e c io n  to  th e  subsequen t 

d i s c u s s i o n  o f  th e  g ro u p . I t  becam e an  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  some s o c i a l  

p r a c t i c e s .
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s i  : See t h i s  young g i r l  who has now become such a b lo b . I  
remember in  1977, when h e r  back  up s in g e rs  were much 
b ig g e r  th a n  h e r .  I  wonder how s h e 's  become so f a t .

S2: Yes, t h a t  was when I  was in  form 2. I  remember my te a c h e r  
used  to  t e l l  one o f my d u l l e r  c la ssm a te s , she  had a 
s im i la r  name, to  go and jo in  h e r ,  because she co u ld  n o t 
cope w ith  P h y s ic s .

SI : She was j u s t  a g i r l  th e n , and o u t o f th e  b lu e s ,  she i s  
now l i k e  p u f f  -  p u f f ,  l i k e  s h e 's  been pumped.

S2: She seemed l i k e  one o f th o se  tw in s  who a re  made to  dance 
on th e  s t r e e t  f o r  money when sh e  f i r s t  s t a r t e d .  Ehen, 
w h a t 's  t h a t  news th a t  I  h ea rd  and I  h a v e n 't  sh a re d  w ith  
you. I t  was from one o f th o se  programmes on th e  r a d io ;  
one o f th e se  t a l k  shows. The woman used to  d rop  h e r 
c h i ld r e n  a t  a day c a re  c e n t r e .

S i: ( la u g h te r )  I t ' s  in  Lagos.

S2: Oh, so  y o u 'v e  h ea rd . Help! Help! Help! Someone went to  
in fo rm  h e r  a t  work. I t  was l i k e  dropping  your c h i ld  a t  
Ayepe, th ey  were tw in s , th e  c h i ld r e n .  Then one o f th e  
a t te n d a n ts  would ta k e  them to  th e  o th e r  end o f town u s in g  
them to  beg fo r  alm s, [ s ic ]

The s to r y  which S2 had g o t from one o f th e  m usical c h a t shows on r a d io  

was how an a t te n d a n t  a t  a day c a re  c e n t r e ,  had in  conn ivance w ith  th e  

p r o p r ie to r ,  a rra n g e d  to  p re s e n t  th e  c h i ld r e n  in  t h e i r  c a r e ,  as tw ins who 

were to  beg f o r  alm s. T his p r a c t ic e  i s  ro o te d  in  some t r a d i t i o n a l  

b e l i e f s  t h a t  tw in s  a re  s p e c ia l  c h i ld r e n  w ho 's d e s tin y  must be c h a r te d  by 

th e  gods. In  many in s ta n c e s ,  they  were to  be tak en  to  th e  m arket to  s in g  

and dance and be g iv en  alms t i l l  th ey  w ere a c e r t a in  ag e . T h is  was what 

th e  a t te n d a n t  had been do ing  w ith  two o f th e  c h i ld re n  in  h e r  c a re .

In  th e  c o u rse  of th e  d is c u s s io n ,  i t  was re v e a le d  th a t  i t  was n o t a 

s tra n g e  happening  in  Lagos. O ther exam ples were c i t e d  to  b u t t r e s s  th e  

f a c t  ab o u t such  d e c e i t f u l  p r a c t ic e s  in  th e  s o c ie ty .  S 2 's  e x p e r ie n c e  o f 

such was th u s  r e in fo rc e d .
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A lthough th e  o r ig in a l  so u rc e  o f th e  in fo rm a tio n  was th e  r a d io ,  th e  

re in fo rc e m e n t had come from th e  v iew ing  o f t e l e v i s io n .  The rem arks abou t 

a v is u a l  cue had t r ig g e r e d  o f f  a seem ing ly  u n re la te d  m a tte r .

P e rso n a l ex p e rie n c e  was in to  th e  n e g o t ia t io n  and th e  r e s u l t  was

th a t  th e  u n l ik e ly  co n n e c tio n  was made. The c o v e rs a t io n  snow b a l le d ,  and 

ended up b e in g  an e v a lu a tio n  of v a r io u s  unscrupu lous p r a c t ic e s  in  Lagos. 

A seem ingly  harm less  in te r lu d e  o f m usic had evoked th e  re in fo rc e m e n t o f 

a v a lu e  la d en  assessm en ts  o f p r a c t ic e s ,  and images of p eo p le  in  a p la c e .

By t h i s  tim e , H had jo in e d  th e  v iew ing  group. He a ls o  jo in e d  in  th e  

d is c u s s io n s .  I t  was he who changed th e  channel as soon a s  th e  m usica l 

was co ncluded . The programme which was to  fo llow  was H o tse a t, an 

ex tended  in te rv ie w  programme. The g u e s t fo r  t h a t  day was a r e t i r e d  army 

o f f i c e r .  The programme would have been more engaging th an  th e  m usica l i f  

i t  were to  be w atched. But i t  was r e j e c te d .  The o th e r  o p tio n s  a v a i la b le  

were a ls o  r e je c te d .  There was th e  Yoruba World news on one ch an n e l, 

(LTV), an Is la m ic  r e c i t a t i o n  /  ch an t (T a f s ir )  on a n o th e r . He s e t t l e d  f o r  

th e  Yoruba news. The women d id  n o t show any concern  ab o u t th e  c h o ic e . 

The s a le  was c lo se d , and S2 l e f t .  S1 t h e r e a f t e r  went in to  th e  bedroom.

As H was w a tc h in g  th e  Y oruba new s, h e  h e a rd  an i te m  a b o u t th e  

p re p a ra t io n  to  th e  r e tu r n  to  c i v i l  r u l e .  W ithout spend ing  tim e on th e  

d e t a i l s  o f th e  s to r y ,  he began a c o u n te r  r e p o r t .  He ex p re ssed  h is  s tro n g  

c o n v ic tio n  t h a t  th e  m i l i t a r y  would n o t g iv e  up power.

He was c e r t a in  t h a t ,  i f  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  regim e l e f t ,  a n o th e r  would come.

" I  d o n 't  know whoever t a s t e s  power and le a v e s  i t "

R ather th a n  l i s t e n  to  th e  r e s t  o f th e  news, he n a r r a te d  th e  e x p e rie n c e s
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which inform ed h is  p o s i t io n ,  and r e s o lv e  never to  g e t  p e rs o n a lly  

in v o lv ed  in  p o l i t i c s .  He was o f th e  o p in io n  th a t  no s e l f  r e s p e c t in g  

perso n  shou ld  g e t e n ta n g le d  in  p o l i t i c s .

The d is c u s s io n  tu rn e d  in to  a l e c tu r e  on th e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  in  th e  

s u b je c t s ' s t a t e  o f o r ig in ;  Ondo s t a t e .  In  t h i s ,  th e  need  f o r  d i r e c t  

a c c e s s  to  in f o r m a t io n ,  to  s tem  th e  f lo w  o f  dam ag ing  ru m o u rs  was 

id e n t i f i e d .

At about 10.30 p.m. H sw itch ed  th e  channe l back to  an NTA ch an n e l, and 

he caugh t th e  t a i l  end o f a programme. He d id  n o t seem to  mind. He 

sw itched  to  LTV very  b r i e f l y  to  a s s e s s  what was on, and he prom ptly  

sw itched  back . He was a p p a re n tly  t a r g e t in g  a p a r t i c u l a r  programme. I t  

was Midweek S p o rts , on th e  netw ork s e r v ic e .  W hils t H was w a it in g  fo r  th e  

programme to  s t a r t ,  he and SI sp e n t th e  few m inutes sh a r in g  t h e i r  

ex p e rien ces  d u rin g  th e  day, t i l l  th e  programme s t a r t e d .

H and B2 w atched th e  programme a t t e n t i v e l y .  S1 on th e  o th e r  hand had 

s t a r t e d  s le e p in g  by 10 .40 . p.m . Soon a f t e r ,  H to o  was seen  dozing  b e fo re  

th e  s e t .  I t  was only  th e  c h i ld r e n  who were a l e r t .  I t  had n o t been long  

s in c e  th e y  re tu rn e d  from th e  c lu b . They were supposed to  s ta y  up, to  

s tu d y  f o r  t h e i r  forthcom ing  e x a m in a tio n s .

O b se rv a tio n  ended a t  abou t 11.00 p.m, b u t v iew ing  had e f f e c t iv e l y  ended 

by about 10.50p.m . though th e  s e t  was s t i l l  l e f t  on.

Day 4
S u b jec t r e tu rn e d  l a t e  (abou t 7 .00  p .m .) from work, and she  was q u i te  

ex h au sted . B2 had been th e  f i r s t  to  r e tu r n  home on t h i s  day . He had
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r e tu rn e d  home a t  about 6 .45 , b u t he d id  n o t a t te n d  to  th e  TV. He p lay ed  

abou t w ith  th e  f o o tb a l l ,  and t h e r e a f t e r  went o u ts id e  to  p la y  a game o f 

s o c c e r . He rounded up h is  m ates from th e  neighbourhood.

B3 a r r iv e d  from h is  own le s s o n  a t  abou t 7 .2 5 , and headed s t r a i g h t  fo r  

th e  s e t .  T here was an in te r lu d e  of m usic which in t e r e s t e d  S I, b u t th e  

sound was l o s t  in  tra n s m is s io n . T h is  had n o t been im m ediate ly  known. The 

s u b je c ts  had su sp e c ted  th a t  th e  f a u l t  was from t h e i r  s e t .  A ll e f f o r t s  to  

g e t th e  sound proved a b o r t iv e .  E v e n tu a lly  a c a p t io n  d i r e c t i n g  th a t  th e  

s e t  sho u ld  n o t be a d ju s te d  came up on th e  sc re e n . I t  was t h i s  t h a t  

showed t h a t  th e  f a u l t  was from th e  s t a t i o n  and n o t from th e  s e t .

About f iv e  m inu tes was sp en t w a it in g  fo r  th e  f a u l t  to  be r e c t i f i e d .  T his 

was p r im a r i ly  because SI was in t e r e s te d  in  th e  programme. No o p tio n  was 

sough t even though th e  o th e r  ch an n e ls  d id  n o t have th e  problem .

In  th e  meantim e, SI inform ed r e s e a rc h e r  o f h e r  in t e n t io n  to  v i s i t  a 

bereav ed  f r i e n d .  Her c o n v e rsa tio n  c e n tre d  around th e  is s u e  o f d e a th  and 

dy ing  in  th e  s o c ie ty .  The b la n k  s e t  was l e f t  in  th e  background . By th e  

tim e th e  f a u l t  was r e c t i f i e d ,  and th e  sound came up, no a t t e n t i o n  was 

p a id  to  th e  s e t .

I t  was when B3 came in ,  t h a t  th e  channe l was changed. He came in ,  

o b l iv io u s  o f  what had t r a n s p i r e d ,  on ly  aw are t h a t  no one was pay ing  any 

a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  s e t ,  he changed th e  c h a n n e l. He s e le c te d  LTV which was 

showing an American comedy. Fam ily M a tte rs .

He s e t t l e d  down to  watch and soon h is  la u g h te r  as  he p a r t i c ip a t e d  in  

th e  programme, a t t r a c t e d  o th e r  members o f th e  fam ily  to  jo in  in  th e
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v iew ing . SI d id  n o t jo in  in  th e  v iew ing im m ediate ly . She made su re  t h a t  

she concluded  th e  s to r y  she  was n a r r a t in g  b e fo re  she  sw itch ed  h e r  

a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  v iew ing .

U nlike h e r ,  th e  c h i ld re n  were r e a l l y  engrossed  in  th e  programme. T h e ir  

h e a r ty  la u g h te r  was in d ic a t iv e  o f t h e i r  p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  th e  programme. 

SI in s te a d  made h e r  way to  th e  k itc h e n  to  b eg in  th e  p r e p a ra t io n  o f th e  

d in n e r . T h e re a f te r ,  she s h u t t l e d  between th e  k itc h e n , th e  d in n in g  room, 

th e  s i t t i n g  room, and th e  bedroom. Her view of th e  programme was th u s

n e c e s s a r i ly  s u p e r f i c i a l  as  h e r  comments re v e a le d .

The fo llo w in g  i s  a rem ark abou t th e  s iz e  of one o f th e  c h a r a c te r s ,  ( th e  

f a th e r )  -

"Am ericans a re  u s u a lly  so obese . They own fo o d I"

The "ow nership" r e f e r r e d  to ,  im p lied  a h igh  le v e l  o f p ro d u c tio n  such a s

le a d s  to  a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  c o n t ro l ,  and low c o s t  o f l iv in g .  T h is  re a d in g  was 

evoked by th e  s iz e  o f th e  c h a r a c te r .  Though i t  may have been  i s o la t e d ,  

i t  was p r e f e r r e d  b e c a u s e  i t  was a c o n f i r m a t io n  o f  p r e c o n c e iv e d

s te r e o ty p e s ,

S1 made th e  comment in  p a s s in g . She d id  n o t b o th e r  w ith  th e  o th e r  

d e t a i l s  o f th e  programme. She sim ply went about h e r  b u s in e s s .

I t  can be a rgued  th a t  th e  s u b j e c t 's  use o f tim e was in d i c a t iv e  o f  h e r

conven ience . On th e  o th e r  hand, i t  can be seen  as an e x p re s s io n  of h e r  

p re fe re n c e . C o n sid erin g  th e  f a c t  th a t  she had s p e n t ab o u t an h o u r, 

c h a t t i n g ,  h ad  sh e  b e e n  i n t e r e s t e d  in  v ie w in g ,  sh e  c o u ld  h av e

r e s t r u c tu r e d  th e  use  o f h e r  tim e , to  accomodate th e  v iew in g  o f th e
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programme o f h e r  c h o ic e . The flaw  to  t h i s  argument i s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  she  

d id  n o t have p r io r  knowledge o f th e  p a r t i c u l a r  programme. However, had 

she been r e a l l y  in te r e s te d  in  th e  programme, th e  amount o f tim e she  

sp en t go ing  back and f o r th ,  su g g es ted  th a t  she cou ld  have sp en t more 

tim e p u rp o se ly  w ith  th e  in t e n t io n  o f w atch ing  TV.

A lthough th e  programme was in  E n g lish , th e  s u b je c t confirm ed  th a t  sh e  

had to  p u t in  more e f f o r t ,  to  be a b le  to  u n d ers tan d  th e  American a c c e n t ,  

and fo llo w  th e  c o n v e rsa tio n . In  th e  ev en t th a t  she was n o t p re p a re d  to  

do so , h e r  view ing was going  to  be s u p e r f ic i a l  anyway. T h is  was 

c o n s is te n t  w ith  th e  p a t te r n  t h a t  had been observed .

H re tu rn e d  about 7 .35 p.m. and went s t r a i g h t  in to  th e  room. The c h i ld r e n  

a ls o  l e f t  th e  s i t t i n g  room a t  th e  end o f th e  commercial b re a k  fo llo w in g  

th e  programme. The p a t te r n  o f r e c e p t io n  was s im ila r  to  t h a t  n o ted  on Day 

1 . They a t te n d e d  th e  m essages, p a r t i c u l a r l y  th e  m usical o nes , and in  

s p i t e  o f th e  obvious e n te r ta in m e n t v a lu e  which they  found in  them, th e y  

c r i t i c i s e d  th e  p ro d u c t. T h is  se rv ed  as  a re in fo rc em en t o f th e  n e g a t iv e  

a s s e s s m e n t  o f  th e  p r o d u c t .  W ith  th e  r e p e a t  e x p o s u re  o f  t h e  

a d v e r t i s e m e n t ,  t h e r e  was a r e p e t i t i o n  o f  th e  a s s e s s m e n t .  The 

c o n t r a d ic t io n  was th u s  p e rp e tu a te d .

I t  was when th e  news was abou t to  be re a d  th a t  th e  c h i ld r e n  l e f t  th e  

s i t t i n g  room. They hummed a lo n g  to  th e  s ig n a tu re  tu n e , and h av in g  

re c o g n ise d  what was to  fo llo w , th e y  shopped around, and s e t t l e d  f o r  an 

NTA s t a t i o n  which was n o t showing th e  news. Although th e  programme th a t  

was on was n o t a c c e p ta b le  e i t h e r ,  th e  s e t  was l e f t  on th e r e ,  in  

a n i t i c i p a t i o n  of a drama th a t  was to  fo llo w  soon. I t  d id  n o t m a tte r  who 

made th e  s e le c t io n  a t  t h i s  tim e . The d e c is io n  was unanim ous, a lth o u g h  i t
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was B2 who had th e  rem ote c o n t ro l .  B1 was a lre a d y  in  th e  room th e n .

Having s e le c te d  th e  p r e f e r r e d  ch an n e l, th e y  d r i f t e d  in to  o th e r  i n t e r e s t s  

and on ly  re tu rn e d  to  th e  s e t ,  j u s t  b e fo re  th e  a n t ic ip a te d  programme came

on. They were in  tim e f o r  th e  a d v e r t is e m e n ts .

The program m e in  v iew  was r e l a t i v e l y  new. I t  was a so ap  o p e r a ,  

"Checkm ates", and th e  s to r y  l i n e  was y e t  to  be e s ta b l i s h e d .  This in  

i t s e l f  added to  th e  c h i ld r e n 's  c u r io s i ty  abou t th e  programme.

There was a non-com m ittal a t t i t u d e  to  th e  v iew ing , y e t  th e  view ing 

p e r s i s t e d .  The a v a i la b le  o p tio n s  were r e j e c te d .  These were th e  news on 

one ch an n e l, and a Yoruba comedy on a n o th e r .  The view ing  co n tin u ed  w ith

no one c a r in g  to  a d ju s t  th e  b r ig h tn e s s  l e v e l ,  and improve th e  q u a l i ty  o f

v iew ing .

I t  tu rn e d  o u t th a t  i t  was on ly  G who was r e a l l y  in t e r e s te d  in  t r y in g  to  

fo llo w  th e  programme. The o th e rs  soon tu rn e d  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  to  t h e i r  

books, on ly  c a s t in g  o c c a s io n a l g la n c e s  a t  th e  s e t  as  s t r i k i n g  rem arks 

were made. (These rem arks were n o t alw ays v e rb a l .  They were sometimes 

ex p re ssed  in  th e  m usic, o r  th e  a c t io n  and o th e r  d ram a tic  g e s tu re s )

As th e  program m e u n f o ld e d  and  th e  c o n f l i c t  l i n e  was d raw n , t h e  

a t t r a c t i o n  tow ards th e  programme was in c re a s e d . The boys th e n  r e l i e d  on 

G who had p e rse v e re d  w ith  th e  v iew ing  to  f i l l  them in .  There was a' 

s im i l a r i t y  betw een th e  c h i ld r e n  and some of th e  c h i ld r e n  who were 

p o r tra y e d  in  th e  programme. The fam ily  to  which th o se  c h i ld r e n  belonged  

was p e rc e iv e d  to  be th e  most i n t e r e s t i n g .  This i s  n o t to  su g g es t a 

co n n ec tio n  between th e  two, because  th e re  were o th e r  th in g s  happening in
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the favoured family.

The f a th e r ,  who i s  a ls o  a c h ie f  had an in t e r e s t i n g  c h a r a c te r .  T his was 

in  i t s e l f  c a p t iv a t in g ,  j u s t  as  th e  music in  th e  programme.

As c a p t iv a t in g  as  th e  programme cou ld  have been fo r  S I , she d id  n o t 

w atch i t .  She had n o tic e d  i t  w h ils t  she walked th rough  th e  s i t t i n g  room, 

b u t she had n o t g iven  i t  much o f a chance to  p rove i t s e l f .  T h is showing 

was th e  p rem ie re  ep isode  o f th e  programme, so th e re  was no a l le g ia n c e  to  

i t  a s  y e t .

The a d v e r t i s e m e n ts  in  th e  program m e d id  n o t  a t t r a c t  much o v e r t  

a t t e n t i o n .  T h is  was p robab ly  due to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  c h i ld r e n  were no t 

s i t t i n g  b e fo re  th e  s e t .  They were in  and o u t of th e  s i t t i n g  room. B2 

sang a lo n g  to  th e  Nasco w afers  a d v e r t .

The news came on a f t e r  th e  programme, b u t th e  c h i ld r e n  were n o t 

in t e r e s te d  a t  a l l .  SI m issed  th e  h e a d l in e s  of th e  news a lth o u g h  H 

w atched a t t e n t i v e l y .  When she f i n a l l y  s e t t l e d  down b e fo re  th e  s e t ,  th e  

tim e was ab o u t 9 .15 p.m. The f i r s t  segment o f th e  news had been m issed. 

The p r e p a ra t io n  of th e  meal f o r  th a t  even ing  had been p a r t i c u l a r l y  tim e 

consum ing. T h is  r a is e d  th e  p o in t  about a p o s s ib le  c o r r e l a t i o n  between 

th e  tim e a v a i la b le  fo r  v iew ing , and th e  com plex ity  of th e  chosen  menu. 

T h is  o b s e rv a tio n  was e v id e n t in  o th e r  lo c a t io n s  as  w e l l .

In  a s s e s s in g  th e  com plex ity  o f th e  p re p a ra t io n  o f th e  menu, one shou ld  

a ls o  ta k e  in to  c o n s id e ra t io n ,  th e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f h e lp , and tim e sav in g  

d e v ic e s .
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SI s e t t l e d  in  f ro n t  o f th e  s e t  a t  t h i s  tim e fo r  a TV d in n e r ,  w h i ls t  H

jo in e d  th e  c h i ld r e n  a t  th e  t a b le .  The f i r s t  s to ry  which a t t r a c t e d  h e r

a t t e n t i o n  was th e  one abou t th e  governor o f Lagos s t a t e ,  whom she and 

h e r f r ie n d s  had r id i c u le d  on Day 1. Her im m ediate r e a c t io n  t h i s  tim e was 

a ls o  to  r i d i c u l e  him. She was n o t concerned  w ith  what he had to  say . The 

fo llo w in g  was h e r  in s ta n te n o u s  comment a s  she s ig h te d  him.

"Now, what e rro n eo u s E n g lish  d id  he u t t e r  l a s t  week?"

T h e re a f te r  h e r  a t t e n t io n  was on id e n t i f y in g  th e  lo c a t io n  in  which th e

g o v e rn o r  was c o n d u c t in g  a t o u r .  She was a g a in  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  h e r

a t t e n t i o n  on th e  v is u a l  a s p e c ts  of th e  r e p o r t .

" I s  t h i s  n o t Lekki t h a t  he i s  in ?  . . . "

Her i n t e r e s t  in  co n firm in g  th e  lo c a t io n ,  drew a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  s to r y  

t h a t  was re a d . Having confirm ed  th e  e x a c t lo c a t io n ,  she embarked on a 

r e p o r t  o f h e r  e x p e rie n c e s  which th e  s a id  lo c a t io n  evoked. For in s ta n c e ,  

she re p o r te d  th e  phenomenal t r a f f i c  jam which had made h e r  go th ro u g h  

th e  a r e a .  T h is  had been h e r  f i r s t  exposure  to  th e  a r e a .  T h e re a f te r  h e r  

focus  was on how il lu m in a t in g  th e  e x p e rien ce  was. The news was th u s  

ig n o re d . She on ly  resumed h e r  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  programme when she cau g h t 

a g lim pse  o f  h e r  f a v o u r i te  n e w scas te r .

Her a t t e n t i o n  was n o t s u s ta in e d .  Almost im m ediately , she  sw itch ed  h e r  

a t t e n t i o n  back  to  c h a t t in g  about u n re la te d  m a tte rs  -  th e  m eal; h e r  

c h ild h o o d  e x p e r ie n c e . In  th e  meantime, th e re  were more r e p o r ts  t h a t  she

m issed . Her in a t te n t iv e n e s s  was ag a in  b roken when she cau g h t a g lim pse

o f a t r a d i t i o n a l  dance tro o p . She rem arked about th e  s k i l l  and g race  o f 

th e  dance , and she was d is a p p o in te d  when th e  c l i p  w hich was on ly  an 

i l l u s t r a t i o n  d id  n o t endu re .

362



T his p a t t e r n  o f r e c e p tio n  co n tin u e d , a s  she co n tin u ed  to  p ic k  o u t th o se  

item s which f o r  some re a so n  were o f d i r e c t  re le v a n c e  to  h e r  p e rso n a l 

i n t e r e s t ;  a news item  abou t a p r e s id e n t i a l  announcement; a new chairm an 

fo r  a b oard  , fo llo w in g  th e  r e s ig n a t io n  o f th e  form er.

Her re a d in g  o f th e s e  item s were inform ed by s te re o ty p e s ,  and h e r  p re  -  

conce ived  a t t i t u d e s .  Her re a d in g  le d  to  su p p o s itio n s  and in fe re n c e s  from 

such . For exam ple, re g a rd in g  th e  Chairman who was supposed  to  have 

r e s ig n e d , she  was o f th e  o p in io n  th a t  he had been fo rc e d  to  r e s ig n  

hav ing  em bezzled so much, th a t  he had become an em barrassm ent to  th e  

governm ent. T h is was based  on h e r  "knowledge" of th e  system .

A nother news item  which a t t r a c t e d  h e r  a t t e n t i o n  was th e  o b itu a ry  item  

which rounded up th e  news. The o b itu a ry  was one which she had  read  abou t 

in  th e  p a p e rs . The s to r y  evoked sympathy from th e  s u b je c t ,  b u t she  

wondered abou t th e  o th e r  d e t a i l s  th a t  were excluded - th e  o th e r  deceased  

who were n o t m entioned. H a t  t h i s  p o in t  was a b le  to  r a t i o n a l i s e  th e  

e x c lu s io n  o f th e  d e t a i l s .  The one in  view  was th e  main a c to r .

The s to r y  i t s e l f ,  had been p re s e n te d  in  a way th a t  th e  s t a t u s  of th e  

deceased  was h ig h l ig h te d ,  su g g e s tin g  th a t  th e  o th e rs  were n o t in c lu d ed  

fo r  la c k  o f s t a t u s .  T h is was th e  p o in t ,  to  which SI was a l lu d in g .

T h e ir  d is c u s s io n  on t h i s  d id  n o t p e r s i s t  because of a phone c a l l  t h a t  

was re c e iv e d . T h e re a f te r ,  th e  a t t e n t i o n  s h i f t e d  to  o th e r  m a tte r s .  The TV 

which was showing a Moslem programme was ig n o red . I t  was H who responded 

to  t h i s ,  by changing  th e  c h an n e l, th e re b y  re k in d l in g  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  

te l e v i s i o n .  He had s e le c te d  th e  news programme on LTV.
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At th e  m ention o f Lagos s t a t e  gov ern o r, R a s a k i 's  name, SI was a t t r a c t e d  

to  th e  programmme. The a t t r a c t i o n  was th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  n ew scas te r  had 

read  th e  g o v e rn o r 's  f u l l  names. T h e re a f te r ,  SI rem arked on th e  ev en t 

which had w arran ted  th e  s to r y .

SI : Oh, oh! She h a i le d  him f u l l y .  . . What i s  h i s  b u s in e s s ,
le a v in g  th e  whole o f Lagos s t a t e  to  go and s e t t l e  d is p u te  
in  Oyo s t a t e .  H e 's  even sk ip p ed  Ogun s t a t e .  . .

The use  o f th e  g o v e rn o r 's  f u l l  names, had p u lle d  th e  s u b je c t  in to  th e  

s to ry ,  b u t i t  had n o t im proved h e r  d i s p o s i t i o n  tow ards th e  o b je c t  o f th e  

news s to r y .

A nother s to r y  which a t t r a c t e d  h e r  a te n t io n  was one which evoked th e  

memory o f a p e rso n a l en co u n te r which she  had , had. She had been tra p p e d  

in  a l i f t  in  th e  housing  e s t a t e  t h a t  was th e  focus o f th e  news item , so 

she was a t t e n t i v e  to  th e  s to r y .  B e s id e s , she  m arve lled  a t  th e  number o f 

fa m ilie s  who l iv e d  w ith in  th e  e s t a t e .  The e s t a t e  had become known by 

th i s  number -  1004 ho u sin g  e s t a t e .

In  h e r r e c e p t io n  o f t h i s  programme, th e  s u b je c t  on ly  l i s t e n e d  to  a few 

d e t a i l s ,  b e fo re  em barking on h e r  own v e rb a l  voyage. By so d o in g , she 

m issed some o th e r  d e t a i l s  w hich cou ld  have he lp ed  h e r  make b e t t e r  sen se  

o f th e  s to r y .  T h is p a t te r n  c o n tib u te d  to  th e  chequered  n a tu re  o f h e r  

v iew ing . She sk ip p ed  some p a r t s  of one s to r y ,  and when a t t r a c t e d  by 

an o th e r she  would a t te n d  t h a t ,  b u t by th e  tim e, she  c o n c e n tra te s  on 

doing t h i s ,  she would have m issed  some a s p e c ts ;  and th e  c y c le  co n tin u e d . 

O ften  tim e s , h e r  commentary was n o t r e s t r i c t e d  to  th e  news item . The 

s to ry  was used  as  a p iv o t  to  o th e r  d ig r e s s io n s .
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F o llo w in g  th e  new s, on a n o th e r  s t a t i o n  (OGTV), was a Y oruba 

(m e ta p h y s ic ia n 's )  programme. The programme was s e le c te d  and w atched.

The in te rv ie w e e  was a s e l f  d e c la re d  w izard . Though h i s  c la im s  were 

r e b u f fe d , and th e  s u b je c ts  ex p re ssed  t h e i r  w arin ess  o f such  programmes, 

th e re  was a t t e n t i v e  v iew ing . The s u b je c ts  ex p ressed  d is d a in  f o r  th e  

c h a r a c te r  a s  w e ll as h i s  c la im s , b u t th e re  was s i le n c e  in  th e  s i t t i n g  

room as  th e y  w atched th e  programme.

The comments a t  th e  end of th e  v iew ing were n o t as vehem ent as  th o se  a t  

th e  b e g in n in g . The were no o u t r ig h t  a c c u sa tio n s  o f d e c e p tio n , th e  

comments were an e x p re s s io n  o f c o n fu s io n  a t  th e  exp o su re  to  v a r io u s  

v a lu e s .

" I t ' s  rem arkab le! Each in d iv id u a l  i s  c la im in g  to  know th e  
way. "

On h is  p a r t ,  H n o ted  how ex p en siv e  i t  would have been fo r  th e  programme 

to  be p u t on a i r .  There was no le n g th y  d is c u s s io n , o r  comments on th e  

programme. U nlike w ith  th e  news, each in d iv id u a l  was l e f t  to  go away 

w ith  h i s  own p e rc e p tio n  o f what th e  programme meant.

The programme which fo llow ed  t h i s  one on OGTV was a Moslem r e l i g io u s  

programme. T his was r e je c te d .  In s te a d , CBN news on LTV was s e le c te d .  The 

o th e r  o p tio n  which was a v a i la b le  was a docum entary on governm ent 

a c t i v i t i e s  on th e  NTA netw ork s e r v ic e .  By t h i s  tim e , SI was a lre a d y  

s le e p in g  in  h e r  c h a i r .  She on ly  s t i r r e d  as th e  ch a n n e ls  were b e in g  

changed. She asked  i f  th e re  were no b e t t e r  programmes. She p rom ptly  went 

back to  s le e p .
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Observation ended at this time.

A rem arkab le  f e a tu r e  o f th e  v iew ing f o r  t h a t  even ing  was th e  d i f f i c u l t y  

which th e  new programme had in  c a tc h in g  i t s  sh a re  o f th e  f a m ily 's  

a t t e n t i o n .  T h is su g g e s ts  t h a t  new programmes re q u ire d  tim e  to  c u l t i v a t e  

th e  l o y a l t y  o f  th e  a u d ie n c e .  T h is  o b s e r v a t i o n  becom es even  m ore 

rem arkab le  when h e ld  up in  th e  l i g h t  o f th e  la c k  of e n d u rin g  programmes 

on t e l e v i s i o n .  The au d ien ce  have few programmes in  w hich they  can 

c u l t i v a t e  an i n t e r e s t .  T h is te n d s  to  a f f e c t  t h e i r  v iew ing b eh av io u r.

Day 5

There was no v iew ing . S u b je c t re tu rn e d  home a t  abou t 7 .00  p.m. She

popped in  to  h e r  n e ig h b o u r 's  house to  c o n g ra tu la te  them on th e  a r r i v a l  

o f a new baby. She r e tu rn e d  home to  d re s s  up, fo r  h e r  even ing  o u tin g . 

The s e t  was ig n o red  in  a l l  o f th e se . The c h i ld re n  were n o t around to  u se  

th e  s e t  e i t h e r .  They had gone fo r  t h e i r  le s s o n s , and re tu rn e d  l a t e .  

T h e re a f te r ,  th e y  were in  a h u rry  to  g e t ready  and go o u t to  th e  c lu b . 

F rid ay  even ing  a t  th e  c lu b  was fo r  fam ily  v ideo  v iew ing , so a lth o u g h  

they  had n o t w atched th e  schedu led  TV programmes, they  had made use o f a 

s e t  in  th e  c lu b  house , u s in g  an a l t e r n a t iv e  tech n o lo g y .

The c h i ld r e n 's  o u tin g  was d i f f e r e n t  from th e  p a r e n t s ' .  The p a re n ts  had 

gone fo r  a p a r ty .  T his p a t te r n  i s  rem arkab le  because th e  programme a t  

th e  c lu b  was meant to  be fo r  th e  fam ily , i t  was in v a r ia b ly ,  o n ly

p a tro n is e d  by c h i ld r e n .  The c h i ld re n  had th u s  been v iew ing  th e  v id eo

s o c ia l ly ,  w ith  o th e r  c h i ld r e n  from th e  neighbourhood.

There was a r e p o r t  on th e  fo llo w in g  day, th a t  they  had viewed one o f th e  

sch ed u led  TV programmes on r e tu rn in g  from th e  c lu b . T h is  was a Yoruba
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drama on NTA Ik e ja  channel 7. The program ee was id e n t i f i e d  by th e  s t a r  

c h a r a c t e r ,  F a d e y i O lo ro . The c h i l d r e n ' s  r e p o r t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  B3 ' s 

s u g g e s te d  t h a t  t h e r e  was much r e l i s h  i n  th e  v ie w in g  o f  F a d e y i 's  

e x p lo i t s .  Fadeyi i s  a c h a r a c te r ,  surnamed "Oloro" b ecau se  of h is  e v i l  

d e e d s .

A ccording to  th e  c h i ld re n ,  a b e t t e r  p a r t  o f th e  programme was watched on 

t h e i r  own. T h e ir p a re n ts  had on ly  cau g h t th e  t a i l  end o f th e  programme. 

T his a g a in  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  In  view o f t h e i r  l im ite d  com petence w ith  th e  

Yoruba language and p r a c t i c e s ,  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  to  make sense  o f th e  

programme in  such c irc u m stan c es  co u ld  have been p o te n t i a l  so u rce  o f 

m isread in g  -  e x a g g e ra tio n s ; e x t r a  l i g u i s t i c  re a d in g s  (none c o n te x tu a l ly  

s i tu a te d  re a d in g s ) ;  and so on.

Day 6

A lthough tra n sm is s io n  began a t  abou t 7 .00  a.m . s u b je c t  d id  n o t s i t  in  

f r o n t  o f th e  s e t ,  t i l l  abou t 5 .30  p.m . She had ta k en  B3 fo r  an 

exam ination  and h is  c e n tre  had been in  a n o th e r  town. She had re tu rn e d  a t  

about 1 .00 p.m . b u t she embarked on a n o th e r  jou rn ey  to  v i s i t  a f r ie n d .  

When she re tu rn e d , she c h a t te d  o u ts id e  w ith  an o th e r  f r ie n d ,  b e fo re  going 

to  v i s i t  th e  neighbour who had j u s t  had a baby. On h e r  r e tu r n ,  she 

re la x e d  o u ts id e  f o r  a w h ile  b e fo re  e n te r in g  in to  th e  s i t t i n g  room. With 

t h i s  k in d  o f ro u t in e ,  th e r e  was v e ry  l i t t l e  room f o r  any in c id e n ta l  

v iew ing . The on ly  p la c e s  where t h i s  co u ld  have occu red  were a t  th e  

p la c e s  where she was v i s i t i n g .  For in s ta n c e ,  she had jo in e d  in  th e  

v iew ing of a m usical v id e o , s im i la r  to  th o se  used  fo r  in te r lu d e s  on th e  

v a r io u s  s t a t i o n s ,  a t  th e  n e ig h b o u r 's  ho u se . T his v iew ing  had been a long  

w ith  o th e r  women from th e  neighbourhood, who had a ls o  come to  v i s i t  th e  

m other, and th e  new born  baby. The v iew ing  in  t h i s  c o n te x t was a s o c ia l
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a c t .  Not much a t t e n t io n  was p a id  to  th e  l y r i c s ,  b u t th e  dancing  th e  

d re s s in g  and even th e  a r t i s t e s  were to p ic s  fo r  th e  women's d is c u s s io n s .  

They n e g o t ia te d  th e  v a lu e s  ex p re ssed  in  th e  ty p e  o f m usic, and used  

th e se  a s  a y a rd s t ic k  fo r  e v a lu a tin g  s o c ie ty .  T his p a t te r n  i s  s im i la r  to  

th a t  r e p o r te d  in  o th e r  lo c a t io n s  (7, 5, 11). I t  was th e  p ro x im ity  o f th e  

n e ig h b o u r 's  house th a t  f a c i l i t a t e d  th e  o b se rv a tio n  o f th e  p a t te r n  th e re  

in ,  b u t th e r e  was no aud io  re c o rd in g  o f th e  v iew ing . R a th e r , n o te s  o f 

th e  p a t te r n  were ta k e n .

The c h i ld r e n  to o  had been a b se n t from th e  home fo r  most o f th e  day. With 

th e  e x c e p tio n  o f B3, th ey  had gone fo r  t h e i r  le s s o n s . T h e re a f te r ,  th ey  

had gone to  swim, and p la y  te n n is .  They dropped o f f  to  s le e p  in  f ro n t  o f 

th e  s e t  when they  re tu rn e d . They on ly  woke up a t  th e  in s ta n c e  o f a 

m usical programme on TV. I t  was s im i la r  to  t h a t  which t h e i r  m other had 

been w atch ing  w ith  th e  o th e r  women on v id e o . T his m u sica l programme 

fe a tu re d  s e v e ra l  a r t i s t e s .  The c h i ld r e n  compared th e  v a r io u s  a r t i s t e s ,  

and t h e i r  perfo rm ances. T h e ir  d is c u s s io n  was n o t as  r e f l e c t i v e  o f 

s o c ie ty  as th e  a d u l t s .  For in s ta n c e ,  th e y  concluded th a t  one (m usic ian) 

had an i n t e r e s t i n g  v id eo , a lth o u g h  h i s  song was d ry ; w h ile  an o th e r  was 

fo u n d  to  b e  f a s c i n a t i n g .  T h e re  w ere  no r e f e r e n c e s  t o  th e  v a lu e s  

ex p re ssed , o r  th e  im pact of such on s o c ie ty .

In  s p i t e  o f th e  snobbery fo r  lo c a l  programmes, th e  c h i ld r e n  were s t i l l  

f a s c in a te d  by th e  m u s ic a ls . The m usic ian s  were th e  c u r r e n t  " rav es"  on 

th e  lo c a l  m usic scen e . The f a s c in a t io n  fo r  th e  programme d id  n o t r e s u l t  

in  en d u rin g  a t t e n t i o n  to  t h a t  which was b e in g  shown. G f o r  in s ta n c e  

in t e r m i t t e n t ly  tu rn e d  away to  re a d  h e r  n o v e l. B2 on h is  p a r t ,  s e t  abou t 

do ing  h i s  homework w h ils t  s t i l l  v iew ing  th e  programme. And so , a lth o u g h  

th ey  w atched, th ey  a ls o  d id  o th e r  th in g s .  They were n o t a c a p t iv e
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audience.

I t  was around t h i s  tim e th a t  S1 and H went o u t a g a in . T h is  was a f t e r  th e  

p a t te r n  d e s c r ib e d  e a r l i e r  on. They had gone to  v i s i t  a b ereav ed  f r ie n d .  

The c h i ld r e n  were a g a in  l e f t  to  t h e i r  d e v ic e s .  There was n o t much th a t  

im pressed  them on t e l e v i s io n .

A f te r  shopping  round, b2 g ru d g in g ly  s e t t l e d  fo r  a m u sica l programme on 

NTA channe l 10. I t  was a c l i p  from th e  E a s te r  c a rn iv a l  t h a t  th e  s t a t i o n  

had o rg a n is e d . As though to  confirm  h is  la c k  o f i n t e r e s t  in  h i s  c h o ic e , 

he tu rn e d  th e  volume down. T his su g g e s ts  t h a t  th e  volume o f th e  s e t ,  was 

an in d ic a to r  o f th e  f a m i ly 's  mood, and i n t e r e s t  in  th e  programme.

G soon dropped o f f  to  s le e p .  A f te r  a few m in u tes , B2 shopped round ag a in  

fo r  a n o th e r  s t a t i o n .  He was s t i l l  n o t s a t i s f i e d ,  and he d id  n o t sw itch  

th e  s e t  o f f .  In s te a d , h im se lf  and Bl p la y ed  a game o f c a rd s .  They d id  

n o t pay any a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  S p o rts  programme which was on th e  new 

s t a t i o n  t h a t  B2 had s e le c te d .

The p a t t e r n  c o n tin u ed  t i l l  abou t 8 .30 p.m . when th e y  c o n sc io u s ly  

sw itch ed  to  th e  channel p re s e n tin g  Alawada - a comedy in  Yoruba. The 

volume o f th e  s e t  was tu rn e d  up, and everyone in  th e  room was a l e r t .  

T his was th e  same programme th a t  th e  fam ily  had r e j e c te d  on Day 4, 

p r e f e r r in g  th e  netw ork drama in  E n g lish  language. Checkm ates. T his 

su g g e s ts  t h a t  in  th e  fa c e  o f a b e t t e r  o p tio n , th e  ch o ice  co u ld  have been 

d i f f e r e n t .  C onversely , in  th e  fa c e  o f p o o re r  o p tio n s ,  e x p re sse d  view ing  

p re fe re n c e s ,  may d i f f e r  from o b se rv ab le  v iew ing  b e h a v io u r . T his was 

i l l u s t r a t e d  in  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  v iew ing . The c h i ld re n  had chosen th e  

l e a s t  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  p rogram m e, and  had  en d ed  up a p p r e c i a t i n g  i t .
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T h e re a f te r ,  th e y  confirm ed th a t  t h e i r  ex p ressed  d i s l i k e  fo r  Yoruba 

programmes was c o n d i t io n a l .  There were some programmes th a t  th e y  l ik e d .

They l ik e d  Alawada, which th ey  id e n t i f i e d  by th e  name o f th e  s t a r  

c h a ra c te r ,  Baba S a la . They a ls o  l ik e d  Feyikogbon, and Fadeyi O lo ro 's  

p la y s . A gain, th e  em phasis on each  ch o ice  was lin k e d  to  th e  p e r s o n a l i ty  

o f a p a r t i c u l a r  c h a r a c te r .

In  th e  c a se  o f Alawada f o r  exam ple, th ey  w ere a t t r a c t e d  by Baba S a l a 's  

d re s s in g , h i s  language and h i s  g e n e ra l a t t i t u d e .  They had found th e s e  

very  funny .

B2: He has a very  unusual a t t i t u d e .

B1: H is language , th e  language he sp eak s .

B3: Yes, i t ' s  ve ry  funny. For exam ple, sometimes he w i l l  say  
[ th in g s  l ik e ]  "Two heads a re  b e t t e r  th an  fo u r" .  . .

G: T hat means t h a t  two heads a re  b e t t e r  th a n  a b roken head .

The humour which th ey  co u ld  a p p re c ia te  in  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  c h a r a c te r  

stem s from th e  b a s ta r d i s a t io n  o f th e  E n g lish  in  th e  v e rn a c u la r .  In

a d d i t io n  to  th e  example o f th e  language above was th e  exam ple o f h i s

funny mode o f d re s s in g  in  which he p u ts  a bogus t i e ,  on a n a t iv e  a t t i r e .

From th e s e  exam ples, i t  seems th a t  th e y  a re  n o t a b le  to  re a d  deep in to  

th e  d ia lo g u e s ,  and r e la t io n s h ip s  ex p re sse d  th e r e in .  The p a r t i c u l a r  

programme was a comedy, u s u a l ly  n o t lo n g e r  th a n  30 m in u tes .

In  o th e r  exam ples, which were lo n g e r dram as, th e  c h i ld r e n  had s to r y

l in e s  to  r e l a t e  to .  They co u ld  reh ash  th e s e  w ith  ea se .

R: You a l l  l i k e  Fadeyi O loro? [ s ic ]

Chorus : Yes !
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b2: We l i k e  him,

R: What do you l i k e  abou t him?

B2: When they  f ig h t  t h e i r  lo c a l  w ars. . .

B3: When Fadeyi i s  sa y in g  to  O risabunm i, "Agbero n i  Iku
n'gbowo" [an in c a n ta t io n ,  -  "A hand r a is e d  by D eath i s  
unshakeab le"

B2: . . . w ith  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  m ed icine  [ i .  e . charm s] and
a l l  th e se  th in g s .  L ike  th e  tim e th e y  fough t . . .

B3 : That O risabunrai won, and th e y  b ro u g h t Fadeyi back to  th e
w orld [ i . e .  back to  l i f e ]

The c h i ld re n  were a b le  to  re c o u n t in  b r i e f ,  th e  s to ry  which had been 

s e r i a l i s e d  fo r  13 weeks on t e l e v i s i o n .  The h a l t in g  acco u n t appeared  to  

have been a s  a r e s u l t  o f t h i s .  T h e ir  c o n ju n c tio n s  seemed to  r e f l e c t  th e  

s c e n ic  o r  v is u a l  p h ra se s .

The names used  in  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  exam ple were such names th a t  a re  n o t 

common. T his in  i t s e l f  makes th e  names s t r i k i n g .  However, th ey  had 

e n te re d  in to  th e  d a i ly  v o cab u la ry  a s  d em o n stra ted  in  t h i s  fam ily . I t  was 

n o t unusual to  have c e r t a in  a c t io n s  by th e  c h i ld re n ,  evoking  a c e r t a in  

la b e l .  A p e rso n  who a c te d  mean, was h a i le d  as  "O loro , Baba!" F a d e y i’s 

a p p e lâ t io n . T his was o f te n  tim es  done in  j e s t .

From t h e i r  acco u n t, i t  was c l e a r  t h a t  th e  c h i ld re n  d id  en joy  th e  

programmes. There was t h a t  n o te  o f ex c item en t in  t h e i r  to n e  as  they  

r e l iv e d  th e  view ing e x p e r ie n c e s . A lthough th e  names and themes were 

focused  on v io le n c e , s p i r i t s ,  and what would o th e rw ise  be d readed , th e  

c h i ld re n  c o n s id e re d  them am using, and e n te r ta in in g .

The p a re n ts  re tu rn e d  home j u s t  in  tim e f o r  th e  netw ork news. The same 

p a t te r n  which had emerged d u rin g  th e  week was m a in ta in e d . SI was
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concerned  f i r s t  w ith  th e  perso n  of th e  n e w sc a s te r , th e n  th e  d re s s in g ,  

th e  p r e s e n ta t io n ,  and th e r e a f t e r  th e  g i s t  o f th e  s to r y .  Even th e n , she 

on ly  a t te n d e d  to  th e  f i r s t  se n te n c e s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  s t o r i e s ,  b e fo re  she 

went on to  g iv e  h e r  own " r e p o r t" ,  u s in g  th e  v i s u a l s ,  o r  memories t h a t  

such cues evoked.

H on th e  o th e r  hand seemed to  be concerned  w ith  th e  d e t a i l s  o f th e  s to r y  

th a t  he was in t e r e s te d  in ,  and he c h a lle n g e d  S1’s r e a d in g s . He was more 

p rep a red  to  a c c e p t what he was to ld ,  th a n  c h a lle n g e  i t  u n d u ly .

The t h i r d  segment o f th e  news was th e  l e a s t  engag ing . The v iew ers w ere 

in  d i f f e r e n t  s ta g e s  of slum ber. In  f a c t ,  some were on ly  awakened by th e  

m usic accompanying th e  c lo s in g  c r e d i t s .  T h e re a f te r ,  th e  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  

programming seemed to  have been r e k in d le d .

The s e t  was tuned  to  a d i f f e r e n t  c h a n n e l. Having concluded  t h e i r  

a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  news on an NTA ch an n e l, (because i t  o f f e r e d  th e  b e s t  

netw ork r e c e p t io n  q u a l i ty ) ,  th ey  sw itch ed  to  OGTV.

There was a m usical v ideo  on a t  t h i s  s t a t i o n ,  a t  th e  tim e . The main 

a c t r e s s  in  th e  v ideo  was one who was a  p e rs o n a l a c q u a in ta n c e . Her v o ic e  

drew a l l  th e  members of th e  fam ily  to  th e  s e t .

At th e  o n s e t ,  i t  was n o t c l e a r  what th e  c l i p  was. I t  was th e  f i r s t  tim e 

th ey  were exposed to  i t .  There was t h a t  added i n t e r e s t ,  b ro u g h t abou t by 

t h e i r  c u r io s i ty .

A lthough th e y  en joyed  th e  c l i p ,  th e  fam ily  e s p e c ia l ly  th e  c h i ld r e n ,  w ere 

s t i l l  c r i t i c a l  o f i t .  They q u e r ie d  th e  i l l o g i c a l i t y  o f th e  v is u a l
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m essage. For exam ple, th e y  n o tic e d  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  c h i l d 's  h a i r  was 

n o t w et, d e s p i te  th e  f a c t  th a t  he had been  p u lle d  o u t o f a w e ll .  They 

ex p ec ted  t h a t  th e  w ell would have been f u l l  o f w a te r. No one o f fe re d  

th e  p o s s ib le  e x p la n a tio n  of th e  w e ll b e in g  d ry . The in c o n s is te n c y  was 

seen  as  a la p s e  in  p ro d u c tio n .

A fte r  t h a t  v iew ing  e x p e rie n c e , th e  c h i ld r e n  rem ained a l e r t ,  and w atched 

Mind Your Language. The p a re n ts  s a t  in  f r o n t  o f th e  s e t ,  and s l e p t  

th rough  th e  comedy.

At a p o in t ,  SI s t i r r e d ,  and re q u e s te d  th a t  th e  s e t  be sw itch ed  to  a 

p a r t i c u l a r  channe l (NTA) because she wanted to  w atch a p a r t i c u a r

programme. The ch o ice  was approved by th e  c h i ld r e n .  I t  was a netw ork

p ro d u c tio n ; a d e te c t iv e  drama.

A lthough he had been s le e p in g  b e fo re  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  was c a l l e d ,  H who had 

th e  rem ote c o n t ro l  was opposed to  th e  p o p u la r  c h o ic e . He p r e f e r r e d  to  

w atch th e  S p o rts  programme on an o th e r s t a t e  s t a t i o n  (BCOS). He s e le c te d  

h is  own c h o ic e , and prom ptly  d r i f t e d  back to  s le e p .

One of th e  c h i ld r e n ,  encouraged by th e  m o th e r 's  r e q u e s t ,  changed th e  

channel s e le c te d  on th e  s e t  i t s e l f .  The change in  au d io  i t  a p p e a rs , 

caused  H to  s t i r  and he changed th e  c h a n n e l. At t h i s  p o in t ,  S1 

a u th o r is e d  th e  sw itch in g  on, o f th e  second s e t  in  th e  room. The volume

of t h i s  s e t ,  which was b la c k  and w h ite , was tuned  so  h ig h  t h a t  i t

drowned th e  volume o f th e  f a t h e r 's  c h o ic e . At t h i s  p o in t  he conceded to  

th e  p o p u la r  ch o ice

About fifteen minutes after this "drama", both parents had drifted off
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to  s le e p  a g a in . The c h i ld r e n  were however s t i l l  a l e r t ,  a s  th e y  w atched 

th e  programme. The tim e was th en  about 11.30 p.m. O b se rv a tio n  was 

concluded  a t  t h i s  tim e.

Day 7

The fam ily  went to  church  and re tu rn e d  abou t h a l f  p a s t  noon, m orning, 

th e re  was no v iew ing . As soon as  she re tu rn e d , SI c a l le d  on h e r  

neighbour to  a s s i s t  w ith  th e  p re p a ra t io n  fo r  th e  naming cerem ony. 

Viewing resum ed a t  abou t 2 ,00  p.m when she re tu rn e d  home.

W h ils t she was away, H was hav ing  a nap, and th e  c h i ld r e n  were p la y in g  

c a rd s , l i s t e n i n g  to  pop m usic , and th e  TV was l e f t  unw atched. T h is  may 

have been due to  th e  o th e r  a t t r a c t i o n  p re se n te d  by th e  p re se n c e  o f o th e r  

c h i ld r e n  in  th e  neighbourhood, who had d r i f t e d  in , from th e  n e x t d o o r, 

th e  venue o f th e  naming cerem ony.

The s e t  was sw itched  on, and ig n o red  a t  some p o in t in  tim e , t i l l  a 

Yoruba drama came on. T h e ir  i n t e r e s t  was k in d le d  a t  t h i s  tim e , and th e y  

re a d  th e  c r e d i t s ,  id e n t i f y in g  f a m i l ia r  names, and a s s ig n in g  r o le s  to  

th e m se lv e s ,

None o f them w anted to  be th e  houseboy, n o r th e  "w eakling" who l o s t  th e

f ig h t .  Each p r e f e r r e d  to  be th e  c h ie f ,  o r th e  c h a ra c te r  who was th e

m ed ia to r in  th e  f i g h t .  A ll o f th e se  came ou t sp o n tan eo u sly  in  th e

re sp o n se  to  th e  programme. In  e ssen ce , th ey  were n o t w atch ing  th e

programme w ith  any le v e l  o f s e r io u s n e s s ,  y e t they  were a b le  to  id e n t i f y  

from th e  v i s u a l s ,  who was do ing  what.

G was th e  on ly  one who seemed to  be making an a ttem p t to  fo llo w  th e
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s to r y .  She had been re a d in g , and had n o t been  invo lved  w ith  th e  boys. 

Even fo r  h e r ,  she was n o t f u l l y  engaged by th e  programme. She c o n tin u ed  

to  read  h e r  book, as  she view ed.

In  a l l ,  th e  programme was n o t ta k en  s e r io u s ly .  S1 emerged from th e  

k itc h e n , and resumed view ing w e ll p a s t  th e  m iddle o f th e  programme. She 

made no a tte m p t to  u n d e rs tan d  th e  programme. She a ls o  m erely sc o f fe d  a t  

th e  a c t io n ,  and th e  sp eech es . She was o f  th e  o p in io n  th a t  th e se  were 

fo rc e d , and th u s  came ou t as  e x a g g e ra tio n s .  She d id  appear to  have been 

e n te r ta in e d  s t i l l .

L ike th e  c h i ld r e n ,  she laughed  a t  th e  programme.

I t  was c l e a r  t h a t  th e  programme was m ere ly  to le r a te d  f o r  some re a so n . 

The boys had l e f t  th e  house a t  t h i s  tim e , and SI was l e f t  w ith  G a t  th e  

s e t .  The channe l was changed as  soon a s  th e  programme was concluded . 

There was no room g iven  to  see  th e  s p o n s o r 's  a d v e r tise m e n ts  o r  th e  

c lo s in g  c r e d i t s  which fo llo w ed . The ch an n e l was changed as  soon as th e  

r e s o lu t io n  o f th e  s to ry  l i n e  was seen .

In  changing  th e  ch an n e l, th e r e  was no d e f i n i t e  programme th a t  G was 

lo o k in g  f o r .  The f a c t  th a t  i t  was a new programming q u a r te r  meant t h a t  

t h e i r  id e a  o f th e  s c h e d u le s , was n o t  p a r t i c u l a r ly  r e l i a b l e .  They 

th e re f o r e  r e l i e d  on what seemed a p p e a lin g  as th ey  zapped round.

I t  was SI who made th e  d e c is io n .  The programme which she  s e le c te d  was 

an o th e r Yoruba drama. T his was p re s e n te d  by a long  s ta n d in g  drama 

group . I t  was a d ra m a tis a t io n  o f s o c ia l  problem s and th e  r e s o lu t io n  o f 

such in  a t r a d i t i o n a l  c o u r t .  T h is programme was w atched in  s i l e n c e .  S
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had fallen asleep at some point, during the programme. She had

com plained o f th e  h e a t , and th e  a i r c o n d i t io n in g  was n o t w orking. She

had, th e r e f o r e ,  on ly  seen  sn a tc h e s  o f th e  programme.

The boys came in ,  as an in te r lu d e  was abou t to  b e g in . B3 went s t r a i g h t

to  th e  s e t ,  and search ed  round th e  c h a n n e ls , w ith o u t any excuse . 

A lthough t h i s  behav iou r was n o t a c c e p ta b le ,  he had r e d i r e c te d  th e  focus 

o f th o s e  v iew ing . SI had gone on to  s e l e c t  one of th e  c h an n e ls  th a t  he 

had scanned .

The a t t r a c t i o n  on th e  new channe l was th e  dance d isp la y e d  in  th e  m usical

in t e r lu d e .  The whole fam ily  was in t e r e s te d  in  t h i s .  The c h i ld re n  were

in t e r e s te d  in  th e  dance s te p s ,  as  was th e  m other. A lthough she

p r o te s te d  th e  p rev a len ce  o f such programming on th e  s c re e n , she was

q u i t e  en g ro ssed  in  th e  v iew ing  o f i t .  In  f a c t ,  she responded  to  th e

l y r i c s ,  a s  w e ll as  th e  v i s u a l s .  For t h i s  s u b je c t ,  t h i s  was rem ark ab le .

"D o n 't th ey  know more, th a n  j u s t  dance? . . . Ah, ah! This 
i s  Ayuba o r  T alazo? The b la c k  Am ericans a c c e p t th e  dance 
in d e ed , [respond ing  to  l y r i c s ]  And she i s  n o t f in d in g  i t  easy  
e i t h e r .  Oh no. I 'm  n o t fo o le d , t h a t ' s  a h a l f  c a s te ,  n o t a 
w h ite  man."

The n a tu re  o f t h i s  p ro d u c tio n  i s  such th a t  th e  v is u a ls  a r e  t i e d  in  to  

th e  l y r i c s .  Follow ing b o th  th e r e f o r e ,  does n o t r e q u i r e  much e x t ra  

e f f o r t .  The gaps p ro v id ed  by th e  d ancing  accompanying th e  in s tru m e n ta l 

segm ents o f  th e  p ro d u c tio n  a ls o  a llo w s f o r  th e  commentary which S1 i s  

wont to  make.

The programmes which followed the interlude of music were all religious 
programmes. The subjects were not particularly interested in these 
programmes, but they endured the programme for a while. In doing so.
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th e y  d id  n o t  w atch  th e  p rogram m e. They o n ly  l e f t  i t  on in  t h e  

background, and d r i f t e d  to  o th e r  co n ce rn s . B efore long  th e  s i t t i n g  room 

was empty and th e  s e t  was s t i l l  on.

The channe l was changed by Bl when he p assed  through  th e  s i t t i n g  room. 

The s t a t i o n  which was s e le c te d  (NTA 10) was soon showing a n ew scas t. 

T his was b e in g  b ro a d c a s t to  an empty room, a s  th e  c h i ld r e n  soon went o u t 

to  p la y  f o o tb a l l .  J u s t  b e fo re  they  l e f t ,  B2 had scanned th e  s t a t i o n s ,  a s  

though i n t e r e s t e d  in  w atch ing . He on ly  found a Yoruba drama, b u t he 

r e je c te d  t h a t  programme as w ell o p tin g  fo r  th e  news b u t n o t in t e r e s t e d  

in  w atch ing  t h a t  e i t h e r .

When SI emerged and s e t t l e d  b e fo re  th e  s e t ,  she p r e f e r r e d  th e  Yoruba 

drama. The r e c e p t io n  q u a l i ty  o f t h i s  was very  poor, and she  cou ld  n o t ,  

on h e r  own, a d ju s t  th e  c o n t ro ls  o f th e  s e t .  She had to  send  fo r  th e  boys 

to  h e lp . T h is  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  because in  th e  even t t h a t  th e  boys were n o t 

r e a d i ly  a v a i la b le ,  i f  th ey  were in  b o a rd in g  school f o r  exam ple, she  may 

have been q u i t e  h e lp le s s .  T his was th e  s i tu a t io n  observ ed  in  a n o th e r  

lo c a t io n  (8 ) .  In  f a c t ,  because  th e  boys were n o t i n t e r e s t e d  in  th e  

programme and th e y  were n o t w atching  w ith  h e r , she had to  endure th e  

poor q u a l i ty  r e c e p t io n  fo r  a b e t t e r  p a r t  o f th e  v iew ing  e x p e r ie n c e . 

There was a la p se  in  r e c e p t io n  q u a l i ty ,  a f t e r  th e  boys had l e f t ,  hav ing  

a d ju s te d  th e  s e t .  She s a t  in  f ro n t  o f th e  s e t ,  b u t th e  v iew ing  was 

s t r a in e d .

The v iew ing  was in te ru p te d  by th e  a r r i v a l  of some v i s i t o r s .  In  th e  

co u rse  o f t h e i r  c o n v e rs a t io n , s u b je c t  confirm ed  th a t  she  would n o rm ally  

have gone o u t,  b u t had on ly  been r e s t r a in e d  because o f th e  r e s e a rc h  

e x e r c is e .  T h is  e x p la in s  th e  reaso n  why she  was n o t so keen on v iew ing .
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By th e  tim e th e  v i s i t o r s  l e f t ,  th e  c h i ld r e n  had r e tu rn e d ,  and th e y  

changed th e  channe l to  a n o th e r  s t a t i o n .  The programme t h a t  was on, was 

a n o th e r Yoruba drama. The r e c e p t io n  on t h i s  channel was much b e t t e r .  I t  

was a s t a t i o n  based  in  th e  s t a t e ,  w hereas th e  o th e r  one was based  in  

n e ig h b o u rin g  Oyo s t a t e .

The o th e r  ch o ice  o f programme which was r e je c te d  was a n o th e r  C h r is t ia n  

programme.

SI went o u t to  th e  naming ceremony w ith  h e r  g u e s ts .  I t  was th e  c h i ld re n  

who were l e f t  to  view.

Viewing resum ed in  th e  e a r ly  even ing  when s u b je c t  r e tu rn e d  home w ith  

a n o th e r g u e s t -  a p ro s p e c tiv e  custom er. There was a fo re ig n  c h i ld r e n 's  

programme on a t  th e  tim e . I t  was l e f t  on in  th e  background, u n a tten d ed  

by th e  a d u l ts  a s  th e  c h i ld r e n  w atched th e  c a r to o n .

Intermittently, the adults were drawn into the programme. For example,
th ey  were a t t r a c t e d  by th e  t r i c k s  w hich were perform ed in  th e  lo c a l ly

produced  c h i ld r e n 's  v a r ie ty  programme t h a t  fo llow ed . The cues which th e y

saw in  th e  subsequen t p a r t s  o f th e  programme were rem in d ers  o f o th e r

phenonemena in  s o c ie ty .  These were used  to  d i r e c t  th e  c o n v e rs a tio n .

Though th e y  d id  n o t  d i s c u s s  th e  program m e p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  t h e i r

conversation was still TV related.
S1 : Oh t h i s  rem inds me o f th e  shop I  v i s i t e d  th e  o th e r  day.

The shop had a wide v a r ie ty  o f games. . . That lo o k s l i k e
th e  T rans Amusement p a rk . They in v e s te d  a l o t  o f money
in  t h a t  p a rk , [ s ic ]
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This type of programme did not require intense concentration and it was 
appealing to the subject.

As she view ed, she n o ted  tre n d s  which seemed to  be c a tc h in g  on. For 

exam ple, she  n o ted  th e  f a c t  th a t  c a te r in g  a t  f a i r s  was becoming a 

p o p u la r  avenue fo r  making money.

L a te r  in  th e  even ing , S1 s e le c te d  a q u iz  programme in  Yoruba. T h is was 

over th e  news and th e  C h r is t ia n  o r ie n te d  soap  opera  which th e  c h i ld r e n  

had w anted to  w atch. The programme fo cu sed  on th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  b e l i e f s

and l iv in g  h a b i ts  o f th e  Y orubas, and she found t h i s  v e ry  in t e r e s t i n g ,

and e n l ig h te n in g .  She v ic a r io u s ly  p a r t i c ip a t e d  in  th e  programme. The 

c h i l d r e n  w ere  n o t  im p re s s e d .  I t  was o n ly  when th e  program m e was 

concluded  th a t  s u b je c t  p roceeded  to  p re p a re  th e  f a m i ly 's  d in n e r .

The c h i ld r e n  th en  took  over c o n t ro l  o f th e  s e t  and s e le c te d  th e  

programme o f t h e i r  c h o ic e . There were s e v e ra l  p o s s ib le  o p tio n s  w hich 

th e y  f a n c ie d . They th e re f o r e  had a r e a l  ch o ice  and th e y  s e le c te d  th e  

lo c a l ly  produced  comedy in  p id g in  E n g lis h . The a t t r a c t i o n  was th e  

c h a r a c te r  "Aluwe". The ch o ice  was unanim ous. The e n t i r e  fam ily  view ed 

w ith  r a p t  a t t e n t i o n .

The programme which followed that was another comedy, in Yoruba. 
Although the children did not mind the choice, they had preferred
another drama which was in English, but they had to defer to their
parents' choice. They watched with rapt attention none the less. They 
all appeared to have enjoyed the programme.

The p a re n ts  were more com petent in  a p p re c ia t in g  th e  second programme

379



because of their competence with the cultural practices portrayed 
therein. The earlier programme had been more modern. There was very 
little conversation accompanying the viewing. There was no attempt to 
share the meanings which they took from the programme.

The next programme which was viewed was a drama; a soap opera on the 
network. This was again followed vicariously, by the entire family. 
There were the occasional external interuptions during the viewing but 
in this instance, interuptions were treated as such, and not allowed to 
persist.

Such was the interest of the subjects in the programmes that none of 
them left the set till the programme was concluded. This meant that they 
missed the beginning of the news, as it was this that was next in the 
flow.

Besides H, no other person showed any interest in the news anyway. There 
was no regrets about missing the news.
Observation ended at this time.

Discussion
In spite of the apparent apathy to television, the subject still
considered it to be of relevance, especially for the young ones, but 
also for the adults. As observed, the subject had so many other
obligations which kept her away from viewing even those programmes which 
she preferred. There were many programmes to which she was indifferent. 
Her preference was not very distinct, as there was no programme to which
she could claim to have any loyalty. Her manner of reception illustrates
this and she confirmed this. This pattern seems to have been influenced
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by h e r  busy sch ed u le . The f a c t  t h a t  th e re  a r e  so many d i s t r a c t i o n s  f o r  

h e r ,  had meant th a t  she co u ld  n o t r e a l l y  c u l t i v a t e  an i n t e r e s t  in  any 

p a r t i c u l a r  programme.

In  th e  ca se  when she had th e  "tim e" she ex p ressed  an i n t e r e s t  f o r  

dram as. She was s p e c i f i c a l l y  in t e r e s te d  in  th e  soap o p e ra s , and such  

th a t  p re s e n te d  s o c ia l  ev ery  day l i f e .  She was non -  com m itta l to  

e n te r ta in m e n t programmes, ( th e  m u s ic a ls ) ,  b u t h e r  i n t e r e s t  in  th e s e  were 

on c o n d it io n  th a t  she was f r e e .  T h is con firm s th e  o b s e rv a tio n  made 

e a r l i e r ,  abou t h e r  i n t e r e s t  in  programmes t h a t  were n o t dem anding; th o se  

programmes which d id  n o t r e q u i r e  much c o n c e n tra t io n .

In  s im i la r  manner, she e x p re sse d  p re fe re n c e  fo r  "N ew sline" and n o t th e  

news i t s e l f .  N ew sline was seen  as  an avenue to  g a in in g  f a m i l i a r i t y  w ith  

th e  unknown, i t  d id  n o t conno te  th e  ty p e  o f s e r io u s n e s s  t h a t  th e  news 

d id .

What i s  c l e a r  w ith  t h i s  s u b je c t  was h e r  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  

p e r s o n a l i ty  o f th e  p r e s e n te r s .  For h e r ,  th e  p e r s o n a l i ty  and su c c e ss  o f 

th e  programme, h inged  on th e  p e r s o n a l i ty  o f th e  p e rfo rm e rs . T here was no 

e x c e p t io n  f o r  th e  new s. She c o n f irm e d  f o r  i n s t a n c e  t h a t  sh e  was 

s e le c t iv e  in  h e r  exposure to  th e  news, and t h i s  o f te n  depended on th e  

n e w s c a s te r .

"Any one [ th a t  i s  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  item s] th a t  i n t e r e s t  me, 
when you a re  re a d in g  i t  I  w i l l ,  I  w i l l  l i s t e n ;  anyone th a t  
does n o t make me have i n t e r e s t ,  I  w i l l  be dozing" [ s ic ]

She added t h a t  w hether th e  news was i n t e r e s t i n g  o r  n o t,  she  was p u t o f f  

by th e  p a r t i c u l a r  n e w sc a s te r , who, in  h e r  o p in io n  does n o t d re s s  w e ll .  

I t  can be in f e r r e d  th a t ,  in  such  a c a s e , she was l i k e ly  to  m iss even th e
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i n t e r e s t i n g  i t e m s .  She w ould  n o t  h av e  b een  a b le  to  i d e n t i f y  th e

" in te r e s t in g "  q u a l i t i e s  o f such  item s.

Drama

L ike some o f th e  o th e r  s u b je c ts  ( in  lo c a t io n  A, 8 ,)  th e  i n t e r e s t  in  

E n g lish  language drama was a t t r i b u t e d  to  th e  a f f i l i a t i o n  to  th e  drama 

s o c ie ty  d u rin g  t h e i r  sch o o l days. Dramas were an e x c e p tio n  to  th e  

g e n e ra l non -  ch a lan ce  to  programming. Her f a v o u r i te  programme was

R ip p le s . With l i t t l e  a s s is ta n c e  from th e  c h i ld r e n ,  th e  s u b je c t  was s t i l l  

a b le  to  re c o u n t th e  s to r y  l i n e  of th e  programme, w hich i s  lo n g e s t 

runn ing  o f th e  netw ork soap  o p e ra s . There were gaps in  th e  s to r y  b u t

because o f th e  le n g th  of th e  programme, she was a b le  to  make sen se  o f

th e  m essage.

The s to ry  was reco u n ted  as  though i t  were r e a l  l i f e ,  and th e  p e rfo rm e rs

were r e l a t e d  to  as  i f  th ey  were p e rso n a l a c q u a in ta n c e s . The s to r y  which

was p re s e n te d  in  th e  E n g lish  language programme was abou t a fam ily .

Bukky, th e  v ic tim , was h e r  f a v o u r i te  c h a r a c te r .  She a l s o  adm ired Bukky's

m other in  s p i t e  o f th e  n e g a t iv e  image t h a t  she p o r tra y e d .

"The woman was even behav ing  l ik e  a w itc h ."  T his was because  
th e  woman was opposed to  th e  m arriag e  of h e r  d a u g h te r ,
(Bukky) and h e r  lo v e r ,  Nnamdi. The o b je c tio n  was to  m ainly  
because  she w anted to  rem ain in  c o n tro l  o f th e  la r g e  e s t a t e  
t h a t  Bukky was to  i n h e r i t .

The h ig h l ig h ts  o f th e  s to r y  were about in t r ig u e ,  and tw is t s  in  lo v e  

r e l a t io n s h ip s ,  a s  w ell a s  th e  e x c e ss iv e  lo v e  of money. There were 

c e r t a in  u t te r a n c e s  which th e  s u b je c t  was a b le  to  r e p e a t  v e rb a tim .

In  s p i t e  o f th e  " s e r io u s n e s s "  o f th e  is s u e s ,  th e  s to ry  was am using, and 

in t e r e s t i n g .  The s to ry  was engag ing . The perform ance o f th e  a c to r s  was a
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strong criteria which influenced the subject’s favourite actors. There
was an understanding of the fact that the programmes were all
performances, therefore the part played by these performers did not make
much difference. Both victims and villains were favoured for their
performance if not the values they stood for.

"I like Bukky. . . Abass too is a character, . . [He is] 
very very bad! It's that bad aspect that I don't like, but, 
he is a real actor. . . "

Language
There was a preference for the use of English language in programmes. 
The "excessive" use of the poetical devices, which was identified as 
incantations were held against the use of Yoruba. This style of use was 
seen to require "expert" knowledge of the language for it to be 
appreciated.

In like manner, there was no great interest in foreign programmes which 
though are mainly presented in English, require a familiarity with the 
foreign accents. It was this preference pattern which was exhibited in 
behavioural terms, as lack of interest in those programme categories.

Talks
There was no apology for not having any interest in the talks 
programmes. She ascribed this lack of interest in the format, mainly 
because of the choice of topics. The topics were said to be 
uninteresting. The strong negative attitude was such that she would not 
even give the programmes a chance. She was certain that she would either 
leave the set, or be dozing.
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Portrayal of life

There was no doubt t h a t  t e l e v i s io n  r e f l e c t s  r e a l i t y ,  in  some a s p e c ts .

T h is was in  th e  dramas g e n e ra l ly .

"M a jo rity  o f what th e y  a c t ,  a re  t r u e  l i f e  is s u e  -  t h a t ' s  has 
happened to  p eo p le . . . "

Both th e  husband and th e  w ife  were conv inced  th a t  th e  dramas were

p r e s e n ta t io n s  o f "what i s  a c tu a l ly  h ap p en in g ". They ag ree d  th a t  th e se

p o r t r a y a ls  were u s u a l ly  o f c r i s i s ,  and m a r i ta l  a f f a i r s .

H: Take t h i s  . . . Oyin A dejob i, m a jo r ity  o f h i s  p la y s  a re
a lm o st r e a l  l i f e  e x p e r ie n c e s . He i s  o r ig i n a l .  . . in  th a t  
he ta k e s  us back to  what i s  a c tu a l ly  r e a l l y  happening  in  
Yoruba s o c ie ty ,  whereby Yoruba s o c ie ty  i s  n a tu r a l ly  a 
polygamous s o c ie ty .  And whereby you see  d i f f e r e n t  k in d  o f 
c h a r a c te r s ,  women in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  maybe l i v in g  under th e  
same ro o f ,  you w i l l  a c tu a l ly  se e  t h a t  i t ' s  n o t easy  to  
manage in  Yoruba s o c ie ty ,  because  o f so many th in g s .  This 
ex ten d ed  fam ily  n a tu re ,  whereby you d o n 't  m arry your w ife  
a lo n e  , you marry th e  fam ily , o r  whereby i f  you d o n 't  g e t 
on w ith  th e  fam ily , th e  home canno t be p e a c e fu l.

Again t h i s  w ife  v e rsu s  w ife , s e n io r  w ife  v e rsu s  ju n io r  
w ife , how th e  ju n io r  w ife  must r e s p e c t  th e  s e n io r  w ife , 
and how a t r a d i t i o n a l  woman sh o u ld  r e s p e c t  th e  husband.
Should g iv e  him a l l  th o se  th in g s ,  th e s e  th in g s  a r e  b rough t 
in  th e  p la y s .  Where you have d ev ian ce  you w i l l  se e  t h a t  i t  
u s u a l ly  works a g a in s t  them. That te a c h e s  some m o ra ls ."

The summary o f th e  themes p o r tra y e d  on t e l e v i s io n  by t h i s  s u b je c t ,  

e x p la in s  how th e  assessm en t o f p a r t i c u l a r  programmes, s e rv e  as  p la tfo rm s  

on w hich s o c ia l  p r a c t ic e s ,  o r  even th e  s o c ie ty  a t  la rg e ,  a re  a s s e s se d . 

There i s  a p o te n t i a l  so u rce  of c o n fu s io n , where b o th  contem porary  

r e a l i t y ,  and h i s t o r i c a l  r e a l i t y  a re  p re s e n te d  c o n c u rre n t ly ,  a l b e i t  in  

d i f f e r e n t  programmes. They a re  re c e iv e d  by th e  v iew ers a s  r e a l i t y ,  even 

a s  a g u id e  to  d a i ly  l iv in g .  T his i s  what o b ta in s  in  t h i s ,  a s  w e ll as  

some o th e r  lo c a t io n s .

On th e  w hole, th e re  was c o n firm a tio n  from h e r  husband th a t  h e r  s p e c i f i c
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n a tu re  o f th e  s u b je c t  was such  th a t  she d id  n o t ta k e  an y th in g  s e r io u s ly ,  

l e a s t  o f  a l l ,  t e l e v i s i o n .  W hatever i n t e r e s t  sh e  may h av e  in  any 

programme, was d e sc r ib e d  as  b e in g  "very  sh a llo w " . T h is  co n firm s th e  

p a t te r n  o b se rv ed .

The man in  t h i s  lo c a t io n  was a b e t t e r  v iew er, th an  th e  woman. He was 

even a b le  to  d is c u s s  s e n s a t io n a l  news w ith  h i s  c o lle a g u e s  a t  work, b u t 

n o t h is  w ife  because  of t h i s  g e n e ra l la c k  o f i n t e r e s t .
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;
LOCATION 4 - A YOUNG MOTHER IN A MODERN FAMILY

The s u b je c t  (S I) i s  n o t a n a t iv e  of th e  town. She i s  from th e  E a s te rn  

p a r t  o f th e  co u n try , and i s  a h ig h  sch o o l te a c h e r  a t  a f e d e r a l  

government e s ta b lish m e n t t h a t  i s  s i tu a te d  in  th e  town. She had on ly  been

of th e  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  A ll th e s e  a f f e c te d  h e r  p e rso n a l sch ed u le  and th u s , 

h e r u se  o f th e  medium.

The v iew ing  s i t u a t io n  was a fam ily  l i v in g  room. The fam ily  l iv e d  in  a 

s e l f  c o n ta in e d  bungalow. The s i t t i n g  room was co m fo rtab le . I t  was w e ll 

fu rn ish e d  w ith  easy  c h a i r s ,  a c o lo u r  t e l e v i s io n ,  a v id e o , and a sound 

sy s te m , i n d i c a t i n g  th e  l e v e l  o f  a f f l u e n c e .  T h e re  was a l s o  a 

co n sp icu o u sly  la rg e  c o l l e c t io n  o f home v id e o s . I t  must be p o in te d  o u t 

th a t  th e  co n sc io u sn ess  o f th e  pu rpose  o f th e  r e s e a rc h  caused  th e  

s u b je c ts  to  r e s t r i c t  t h e i r  norm al u se  o f home v id e o s .

These s u b je c t s  exem plify  th o se  v iew ers  who had been s i tu a te d  in  towns 

o u ts id e  t h e i r  e th n ic  group, a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  employment. T his i s  to  

i l l u s t r a t e  th e  im pact o f th e  prom otion  o f  th e  f e d e ra l  c h a ra c te r  o f th e  

c o u n try , even in  (rem ote) r u r a l  a r e a s .

That in  -  laws were very  p r e s e n t  in  h e r  home, a lso  i l l u s t r a t e s  a n o th e r  

ty p ic a l  s i t u a t i o n  where th e r e  i s  a s tream  o f r e l a t i v e s  and f r ie n d s  in
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r e c e n t ly  wed, and because h e r  husband has  an im p o rtan t s t a t u s  in  h i s  

fam ily , th e re  was a h ig h  p re se n c e  o f h e r  in  -  laws (S2, B) in  th e  home.

In  a d d i t io n ,  th e r e  was h e r  baby (aged 5 months) who a ls o  re q u ire d  h e r  

a t t e n t io n .

«
At th e  tim e o f th e  s tu d y . Si was u n d e rta k in g  a p a r t  tim e co u rse  in  one
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th e  home. The im pact of t h e i r  p re se n c e  sh o u ld  th u s  n o t be d is c o u n te d .

Day 1

S I, r e tu rn e d  l a t e  from an o u tin g . She had gone to  v i s i t  a f r ie n d  who 

needed to  be h o s p i ta l i s e d .  T h is  was a so u rc e  o f concern  to  th e  s u b je c t .

On a r r i v a l  th e  s u b je c t  went s t r a i g h t  f o r  h e r  baby. She went in  to  g iv e  

th e  baby a b a th .  She emerged t h e r e a f t e r ,  s t i l l  a t te n d in g  to  th e  b a b y 's  

n eed s, and on ly  c a s t in g  a c u rso ry  g la n c e  a t  th e  TV s c re e n . The s e t  had 

been sw itch ed  on.

The b ro th e r  -  in  -  law, (B1), and th e  s i s t e r  -  in  -  law , (S2) who were

b o th  p o s tg r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s ,  h ad  b e e n  w a tc h in g  TV. They c o n t in u e d

w atch ing  w h ile  she was in  and o u t o f th e  k i tc h e n .

Even a f t e r  she had f in is h e d  a t te n d in g  to  th e  baby, she co n tin u e d  in  th e

same m anner. She was p re p a r in g  th e  ev en ing  meal f o r  h e r  fa m ily .

On t h i s  o c c a s io n , th e re  was an e la b o r a te  meal b e in g  p re p a re d  because of

th e  v i s i t i n g  in  -  law s. A lthough B1 was l e f t  in  charge o f th e  baby, th e

women s t i l l  had to  h e lp  o u t,  i n t e r m i t t e n t ly ,  when he became overwhelmed

by th e  b a b y 's  demands. On one o f such o c c a s io n s , SI was a t t r a c t e d  by an

item  on th e  p e rso n a l p a id  announcement s l o t .  I t  was th e  announcement of

a b ir th d a y  c e le b r a t io n .  T his prom pted a rem ark from h e r .

SI : I hope she in v i te s  everyone oh! As she has now to l d  th e  
whole w orld .

B1 : But s h e 's  no t th e  one a d v e r t i s in g ;  i t ' s  someone e l s e  
a d v e r t is in g  fo r  h e r  [ s ic ]

S1 : W hatever, she shou ld  be p re p a re d  to  h o s t a l l  who have 
h e a rd .
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The d is c u s s io n  d id  n o t endure, no r d id  i t  come to  a lo g i c a l  c o n c lu s io n  

a s  s u b je c t  was ag a in  on th e  move. I t  however in d ic a te s  th e  re sp o n se  th e  

s u b j e c t 's  r e a c t io n  to  th e  in fo rm a tio n ; she f e l t  i t  was n o t o f re le v a n c e  

to  th e  g e n e ra l p u b lic .

The v a r io u s  ch an n e ls  were scanned a t  th e  to p  o f th e  h o u r, to  a s s e s s  what 

was a v a i la b le .  T his was done by B1 . He found a segm ent o f th e  netw ork 

programme "Newsweek". T his was a d is c u s s io n ,  a lth o u g h  th e  programme 

i t s e l f  i s  a f e a tu r e .  The re c e p tio n  was n o t c l e a r .  The programme was 

r e je c te d ,  and th e  News a t  S ig h t on LTV was s e le c te d .  Even th e n , th e  

programme was n o t a tte n d e d  as  th e re  were o th e r  ch o res  to  a t te n d  to .

The e la b o r a te  n a tu re  of th e  meal t h a t  was b e in g  p re p a re d , and th e  

absence o f modern, tim e sav in g  d e v ic e s , meant t h a t  th e r e  was a l o t  o f 

tim e sp e n t in  th e  k itc h e n . T his was an encroachm ent on th e  l e i s u r e  tim e 

th a t  co u ld  have been sp en t v iew ing TV.

As a r e s u l t  o f th e  inadequacy of tim e , th e re  was s t r a t e g i c  p la n n in g  o f 

how i t  was to  be u sed . There was m a rg in a l is a t io n  of c e r t a i n  i n t e r e s t s ,  

and t h i s  was ex p ressed  in  th e  ch o ice  o f programmes th a t  was to  be 

w atched. T h is  p r a c t ic e  was th u s  in d ic a t iv e  o f what was c e n t r a l .

In  s p i t e  o f t h e i r  busy sch ed u le , th e  women s t i l l  made tim e  to  w atch th e  

soap o pera  "A nother L i f e " .  Some d u t ie s  were suspended , so t h a t  th e  

v iew ing o f A nother L ife  cou ld  be accommodated. The v iew ing  had begun 

w ith  th e  p re v io u s ly  no ted  p a t te r n .  The s u b je c ts  i n i t i a l l y  on ly  caugh t 

sn a tc h e s  o f  th e  programme. I t  was t h e r e a f t e r ,  t h a t  th e y  made tim e; 

p u t t in g  ch o re s  a s id e ,  so th a t  t h e i r  v iew ing  would be u n in te r ru p te d .  T his 

was n o t so  w ith  th e  news. Even though SI ex p re ssed  h e r  i n t e r e s t  in
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viewing the news, she had not made time to watch it.

There was a d i f f e r e n c e  in  h e r  i n t e r a c t io n  w ith  bo th  programmes, which 

cou ld  have accoun ted  fo r  t h i s .  She d id  n o t have any s u s ta in in g  i n t e r e s t  

in  th e  news. Her d e s i r e  to  watch was m o tiv a ted  by d u ty , n o t i n t e r e s t .  

However, she had been fo llo w in g  th e  s to r y  in  th e  soap o p e ra , and was

q u i te  en g ro ssed  in  i t .  There had been a m isc a rr ia g e  o f j u s t i c e  in  th e

programme. A man had been fram ed by h i s  w ife , fo r  a d u l te r y ,  so  t h a t  she

co u ld  g e t a d iv o rc e , as  w e ll as  th e  cu sto d y  o f t h e i r  son .

SI was e x c i te d  a t  th e  d a y 's  ep iso d e  where j u s t i c e  had p r e v a i le d .  The man 

was a c q u i t te d  of th e  c h a rg e s , as th e  w i f e 's  schemes became exposed . He 

th u s  g o t cu sto d y  o f th e  son .

SI ex p re ssed  sympathy fo r  a l l  t h a t  th e  man had gone th ro u g h . She r e l a t e d

w ith  th e  c h a r a c te r s ,  a s  i f  they  were r e a l  p eo p le . She a ls o  drew an

in fe re n c e  on r e a l i t y  from th e  programme. In  t h i s  way, sh e  drew th e

a t t e n t i o n  o f o th e r s ,  who were n o t such f a i t h f u l  fo l lo w e rs  o f th e

programme, to  th e  p o in t  t h a t  she found in  th e  programme.

SI : You know, t h a t  i s  what happens o! Some p eo p le  w i l l  be
t r i e d  in n o c e n tly , f o r  th in g s  th ey  d o n 't  know a n y th in g  
a b o u t. Eh Ya! [e x p re s s io n  of sympathy] . . . But t h i s  
k in d  of th in g  can n o t happen in  N ig e r ia . Have you ev e r 
h ea rd  o f someone b e in g  sacked  fo r  m oral bankrup tcy?

S2: No! Except they  want to  g e t r i d  of him anyway.

B1: So what happened now?

S1 ; He [ th a t  i s  th e  TV c h a ra c te r ]  won th e  ca se , and g o t th e  
cu sto d y  o f th e  son . He had ap p ea led .

S2: What i s  th e  t i t l e  o f t h i s  one?

SI : A nother L ife .

S2: Oh, so t h i s  i s  A nother L ife?  I  have no t been w atch in g  i t .
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I t  was t h a t  s ta te m e n t, t h a t  drew S2 in to  th e  programme, as  t h e r e a f t e r ,  

she s a t  down to  view . I t  was c l e a r  from h e r  u t te r a n c e ,  t h a t  she was 

aware o f th e  program m e's r e p u ta t io n .  In  com paring th e  f a c t s  p o r tra y e d  on 

th e  programme w ith  h e r  own r e a l i t y ,  S1 came away w ith  a d i s a f f e c t io n ,  

fo r  h e r  own s o c ie ty .  She re c o g n ise d  a  la c k  o f th e  ty p e  o f m o ra lity  

p o r tra y e d  on th e  sc re e n , in  h e r  own s o c ie ty .  T his was la m e n ta b le .

The p o in t  i s  even more im p o rta n t, as th e  programme, was o f American 

o r ig in ,  and th u s  seen  to  d e p ic t  th e  r e a l i t y  o f l i f e  in  t h a t  s o c ie ty .  The 

com parison was th u s  o f a TV "myth" abou t America, and th e  r e a l i t y  o f 

l i f e  in  N ig e r ia .

I t  may n o t be r i g h t  to  blame th e  TV p o r t r a y a l  fo r  h e r n e g o t ia t io n .  I t  i s  

c l e a r  from  h e r  e x p re s s e d  r e a s o n in g ,  t h a t  sh e  had  co m pared  th e

in fo rm a tio n  which she b ro u g h t to  th e  s e t ,  and th a t  which she g o t a t  th e

s e t .  T h e re fo re , th e  d i s a f f e c t  fo r  h e r  s o c ie ty  was no t a s  a r e s u l t  o f 

w atching  th e  programme. I t  was m erely  r e in fo rc e d  by i t .

The husband, (H), r e tu rn e d  from work d u rin g  th e  v iew ing . He went in  to

fre sh e n  up. H is coming o u t of th e  room, c o in c id e d  w ith  th e  tim e when th e  

meal was s e rv e d . There was th u s  much a c t i v i t y  in  th e  s i t t i n g  room as  S1, 

was e n su rin g  t h a t  th e  meal was to  e v e ry o n e 's  s a t i s f a c t i o n .  She was in  

and o u t o f th e  k i tc h e n , f e tc h in g  one th in g  o r  th e  o th e r  (w a te r , s a l t ,  

g la s s e s ,  more food fo r  exam ple) . Of a l l  th e  members o f th e  group 

th e r e f o r e ,  she  had a chequered  v iew in g . The o th e rs  had a r e l a t i v e l y  

u n in te r ru p te d  v iew ing .

Even w ith  t h i s  observed  p a t t e r n ,  she s t i l l  managed to  c a tc h  s n a tc h e s  o f 

what was go ing  on. She asked  q u e s tio n s  abou t th e  a s p e c ts  o f th e  v iew ing
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t h a t  she m issed . However, she o f te n  d id  n o t w a it to  r e c e iv e  answ ers to  

h e r  q u e s tio n s  b e fo re  she had had to  le av e  a g a in . Such was th e  n a tu re  o f 

h e r  a c t i v i t y ,  and h e r comments were l ik e w is e , in c o n c lu s iv e .

"What happened to  t h i s  woman l a t e r  on?"

"The th in g  i s  th a t  A . . . "

SI e v e n tu a lly  s e t t l e d  down to  h e r  m eal, as w e ll as  th e  programme. The

programme had alm ost been concluded  a t  t h i s  tim e . But i t  was th e  b reak

in  tra n s m is s io n  which caused  a p rem atu re  d e p a r tu re  from th e  programme.

Hi was so in cen sed  a t  th e  d is a p p o in tin g  perform ance o f th e  s t a t i o n ,  th a t

he changed th e  s t a t i o n .  He h e ld  th e  rem ote c o n t ro l .

B1 : You see  Lagos T e le v is io n , "S orry  we a re  changing  power 
su p p ly ."  That i s  what they  w i l l  say .

[He changed th e  ch an n e ls]

An NTA s t a t i o n  was found as  th e  ch an n e ls  were scanned  a g a in . SI ' s  

i n i t i a l  re sp o n se  had been to  r e j e c t  th e  programme, b u t she q u ic k ly  

changed h e r  mind as she re c o g n ise d  a fa c e  amongst th o se  on th e  sc re e n . 

T h is  was made p o s s ib le  because th e  p re ju d ic e d  r e j e c t i o n ,  was no t 

in s t a n t ly  ex ecu ted , as th e  d e c is io n  was s t i l l  b e in g  n e g o t ia te d .  T his was 

a f e a tu r e  o f th e  communal v iew ing . Had she been on h e r  own, h e r  d e c is io n  

would have been t r a n s l a te d  in to  a c t io n  f a s t e r .

In  t h i s  c a se , S2 had p le ad ed  fo r  a b e t t e r  a ssessm en t o f th e  programme. 

She th o u g h t i t  co u ld  have been r e le v a n t  to  h e r  p r o f e s s io n a l ly .

I t  was th e  same v is u a l  cue which caused  SI to  r e j e c t  th e  programme, 

in s ta n ta n e o u s ly , th a t  caused  S2 to  ask  t h a t  th e  programme be g iven  a 

chance. The f a c t  th a t  th e re  were a group o f men, a l l  in  s u i t s  seem ingly  

a t  a co n fe ren c e , meant som ething d i f f e r e n t  to  b o th  of them.
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(As B1 switched the channels round)

SI : P le a se  ta k e  t h i s  away, [ s ig h t in g  th e  men in  s u i t s ]

S2: W ait l e t ’s h e a r  what th ey  a re  sa y in g . . .

(P ause , a s  th e  group e v a lu a te d  what was s a id  fo r  a w h ile )

B1: I t ’s i n t e r e s t i n g ,  [he s e t t l e d  down to  watch]

S2: . . . L e t ’ s s e e  i f  i t  h a s  a n y th in g  to  do w i th  ray
o rg a n is a t io n .  [Pause] Yes i t  d o es . You see  a s  soon a s  I  
saw them, I  j u s t  knew; th e y  a re  b an k e rs . W ait l e t ' s  
l i s t e n  "We want to  u n d e r lin e  som ething" [ech o in g  th e
u t te ra n c e ]

As a r e s u l t  o f one p e r s o n 's  i n i t i a l  i n t e r e s t ,  th e  group was e n t ic e d  to  

w atch ing  th e  programme. I t  was on ly  in  th e  co u rse  o f v iew in g , t h a t  SI 

a ls o  found som ething o f i n t e r e s t .  She re c o g n ise d  one o f th e  sp eak e rs  and 

so she a l s o  became in t e r e s t e d  in  what was b e in g  s a id .

SI : T h is  Giwa man, h i s  c h i ld re n  a re  in  my sch o o l.

The women's i n t e r e s t  was s h o r t  -  l iv e d .  They soon had to  a t te n d  to  th e  

baby who was b e in g  fe d . B1 co n tin u ed  view ing unconcerned , w h ile  S2 

looked on a s  SI t r i e d  to  feed  th e  u n c o o p e ra tiv e  baby. S2 soon ig n o red  

them, and sh e  too  c o n c e n tra te d  on th e  programme. I t  was th u s  Si who was 

l e f t  to  con tend  w ith  h e r  c h i ld ,  th u s  b e in g  u n ab le  to  fo llo w  th e  

programme u n h in d e red .

To fo llo w  what was going  on, S2 had to  r e ly  on B1, to  su p p ly  th e  b la n k s  

t h a t  h e r  d iv id e d  a t t e n t io n  had cau sed . T h is  le d  to  a d is c u s s io n  which 

a t t r a c t e d  S 1 's  i n t e r e s t  in to  th e  programme. She was however more 

f a s c in a te d  w ith  th e  v is u a l s  o f th e  programme, th a n  th e  is s u e  th a t  was 

b e in g  d is c u s s e d .  Her c o n t r ib u t io n  s u c c e s s fu l ly  d iv e r te d  th e  focus o f th e  

d is c u s s io n .
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S2: T hat must be th e  C, A. they  a re  ta lk in g  ab o u t. You know 
th e y  say  th ey  shou ld  . . . [ s ic ]

S I: Hun! Everybody in  s u i t !

S2: Yes now, t h a t ' s  i t !  You must e i t h e r  be in  s u i t  o r  
com plete  agbada [ th a t  i s  th e  n a t io n a l  o u t f i t  f o r  men]

SI : See t h i s  f a t  b an k er, e don chop! [meaning - he h as  e a te n . 
T h is  in s in u a te s  t h a t  th e  man had become " f a t"  th rough  
c o r ru p t  means] Oh, he looks l i k e  -------, th e  LBN ------- .

S2: I t ' s  okay now, l e t ' s  know what . . .[ s w itc h in g  a t t e n t i o n  
back  to  th e  programme] What a re  they  doing? [ th in k in g  
a lo u d , a tte m p tin g  to  make sen se  o f th e  programme.]  They 
in v i te d  custom ers l i k e  t h i s  p ro b ab ly  to  l e t  them know 
what th ey  a re  d o in g . Okay LBN i s  th e  custom er; h e , i s  
t h e i r  custom er.

[P a u se  in  com m en ta ry . A t t e n t i o n  i s  s t i l l  f i x e d  on th e
programme]

S I: (echo ing  th e  programme; m im icking one o f th e  s p e a k e rs .)  
"As eh , l i k e  I  s a id  e a r l i e r "  [Laughs a t  th e  p ro n u n c ia tio n  
and th e  grammar o f th e  s p e a k e r .]

82: H e 's  n o t an E n g lish  o f f i c e r  l i k e  you, h e 's  a b an k er.

S i:  He re a d  H is to ry  oh, t h a t  man. He re a d  H is to ry , and h e 's  
now th e  MD of LBN.

S2: H is to ry ?

31: I 'm  t e l l i n g  you! I f  you know p eo p le  who know him, they  
w i l l  confirm  i t .

S2: I  sh o u ld  n o t have re a d  t h i s  co u rse  th en . I  sh o u ld  have 
gone to  work in  a bank s t r a i g h t .

82 was j u s t  com p le tin g  an MBA programme, to  g e t h e r  launched  in to  th e  

Banking w orld . Her e a r l i e r  d eg ree  had n o t been r e la te d  to  F in an ce . That 

th e re  was someone e l s e  who had r i s e n  to  th e  z e n i th  o f h i s  a d m in is t r a t iv e  

p ro fe s s io n ,  w ith  a d eg ree  which was a p p a re n tly  n o t o f any d i r e c t  

re le v a n c e  was what prom pted h e r  re sp o n se .

The programme soon ended w ith o u t much a t t e n t i o n  p a id  to  th e  m essage 

which i t  b ro u g h t. I t  had m erely  se rv e d  as an agenda s e t t e r  f o r  th e  

f a m i ly 's  d is c u s s io n s .  They had inform ed th em selv es , draw ing  from so u rces
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other than the television.

The dressing; the diction; even the physique of the speakers had become 
sources of distraction in the viewing. This suggests that the visuals of 
the actual events, are not necessarily the best visuals to accompany a 
message.

These subjects were particularly critical in their reading. They were 
not content to sit before the screen, and be spoken to. They cared about 
the delivery of the message. They also cared about the implication of 
the message, as it affects their personal lives. When considered 
together, these two observations, explain the introduction of the 
unintended message which, as was seen in the example, became a hindrance 
for the intended message.

In the example, the unintended message was so central to the subject's 
individual situation, that it became a potential source of disaffection 
towards the previously held notions about how the social system (should) 
work.

This, had been prompted by an unintended message in the visual report of 
the event. It will be interesting to compare the response to a concise 
report of the same event, which does not use the accompanying visuals. 
This is worthy of further investigation.

The programme gave way to the network news. By this time there was a 
convergence of all the residents in the household before the set. The 
baby was dancing happily to the signature tune and the father was 
following the accompanying visual montage. He hailed one of the
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n e w s c a s te r s  t h e r e i n  a s  a s h o t  o f  him  f l e e t e d  p a s t  th e  s c r e e n .  

I n c id e n ta l ly ,  t h i s  n ew scas te r was from th e  same e th n ic  group as  th e  

s u b je c t s .

I t  i s  n o t c l e a r  though i f  i t  was t h i s  i d e n t i t y ,  o r  h i s  p e r s o n a l i ty ,  o r  

th e  s ty l e  o f  h i s  r e p o r ts  t h a t  made th e  s u b je c t  (H) h a i l  him so .

The commentary on th e  news began a s  soon a s  th e  h ig h l ig h ts  were re a d . 

This tim e i t  was th e  husband who s t a r t e d  th e  t r e n d . There was an item  

about th e  la u n ch in g  of a book. The book was about th e  head of s t a t e .  The 

fo llo w in g  was H 's  re sp o n se  to  th e  s to r y .

H: That man [that is the author] wants to make money.

When th e  n ew scas te r in tro d u c e d  h im se lf ,  SI was q u ick  to  p r e d ic t  who was

to accompany him. But she was wrong.
TV: Good even ing , I  am Donald O vharedjo . With me to n ig h t  i s  - 
S1: E l iz a b e th  Nze. Oh no! I t ' s  Ruth B enam aisia!
S2: You d id  n o t match them w e ll .

T his i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  f a m i l i a r i t y  of th e  s u b je c ts  w ith  th e  n ew scas tin g  

p a t t e r n .  I t  a ls o  in d ic a te s  t h a t  th e y  n o t ic e  when th e re  a re  changes in  

t h i s  p a t t e r n .  The im pact o f such p a t t e r n s  to  t h e i r  r e c e p tio n  o f th e  

c o n te n t o f th e  news i s  n o t a s  c l e a r  h e re ,  a s  i t  was in  lo c a t io n  3. There 

i s  however a su g g e s tio n  in  t h e i r  u t t e r a n c e ,  t h a t  th ey  may respond  b e t t e r  

to  c e r t a in  n e w sc a s te rs , th a n  th ey  would o th e r s .

W hilst th e  women were busy "m atching " th e  n e w sc a s te rs , th e y  had m issed 

an item  on th e  news. T h is  was th e  le a d  item  fo r  th e  d a y 's  b u l l e t i n .  I t  

can th u s  be assumed th a t  i t  was an item  o f c o n s id e ra b le  im portance , y e t 

i t  h ad  b e e n  m is s e d . T h is  in  i t s e l f  i n d i c a t e s  th e  im p a c t o f  an
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unanticipated change in the pattern.

The fact that H was attentive, meant that the subjects did not totally

miss the information. He informed them of the gist of the message. They
relied on his own summary of that which he had heard.

H: Did you hear that? They [that is the government] have 
taken another loan after the other one has been written 
off. They will then say for their [children's] tomorrow, 
we should give our todays.

Chorus: Hiss!

H had not only given his own summary of the story, he had editorialised. 
The message thus did not stand a chance of being received in any other 
way but with contempt.

The reading had not restricted itself to the news item alone. It had 
made reference to the a public mobilisation jingle which encouraged 
patriotism. This jingle encourages the populace to make the sacrifices 
required to build up the economy, for the sake of the future 
generations. It appealed to the parental emotion by showing children, 
for whose sake the sacrifices were (supposedly) being made.

Although it is normal that such jingles are shown just before the news, 
the particular one had not been shown on this occasion. The impact of it 
being an adjacent message could thus be removed on the occasion. Yet, 
the subject was able to make a connection between both. In his opinion, 
the two messages were incongruous.

As a result of the outburst, other details of the story were missed. 
Besides, emotions against the government had also risen high, before the
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news e n te re d  i t s  f i f t h  m inu te .

The g e n e ra l contem pt fo r  governm ent were e x h ib ite d  in ,  th e  o u tb u r s t ;  th e  

u n w illin g n e s s  to  h ea r o u t th e  o th e r  d e t a i l s  of th e  s to r y ;  th e  ch o rused  

h i s s  a t  th e  end of th e  o u tb u r s t .  The g e s tu r e ,  w ith in  th e  c u l tu r e ,  i s  one 

o f u t t e r  d is d a in .

T his example i l l u s t r a t e s  how dynamic th e  n e g o t ia t io n  p ro c e s s  i s .  How f o r  

in s ta n c e ,  a seem ingly  u n re la te d  item  may be b rough t up from th e  r e c e s s e s  

of memory to  be r e  - n e g o t ia te d .  Meaning i s  th u s  n o t a once and fo r  a l l

p ro d u c t. I t  i s  a p ro d u c t t h a t  i s  made over tim e and p o s s ib ly  r e  -  shaped

in  th e  l i g h t  o f new in fo rm a tio n .

T his o b se rv a tio n  i s  a ls o  t r u e  f o r  th e  e a r l i e r  comment abou t th e  a u t h o r 's  

in t e n t io n .  F ollow ing  i s  a r e p o r t  o f what happened when th e  f u l l  s to r y  

about th e  item  came up.

Si : Oyeware, i t  must be a B in i man who w rote th e  book.

T his comment came as th e  p r e s id e n t 's  speech  was b e in g  re a d . Si was

concerned  about th e  e th n ic  o r ig in  o f th e  a u th o r . H was more concerned

w ith  w hat th e  p r e s i d e n t  h ad  to  s a y .  T h e re  was s t i l l  a to n e  o f

d i s a f f e c t io n  in  h is  rem ark . The e n t i r e  c o n v e rsa tio n  was a so u rce  o f

d i s t r a c t i o n  to  th e  o th e r  v ie w e rs .

H: See, i t  i s  peop le  l i k e  you who w r i te  such .
SI ; I s  th e  p re s id e n t  ed u ca ted  enough to  w r ite  th e se  speeches?
S2: They a re  s t i l l  t a lk in g  abou t th e  book, you know.
H: Do you th in k  th ey  have any o th e r  news b e s id e s  Babangida

and Mamangida? [ t h a t  i s  th e  p r e s id e n t  and h i s  w ife ]

A lthough S2 had succeeded in  draw ing a t t e n t i o n  back to  th e  programme, H 

had s e t  th e  mood w ith  which th e  in fo rm a tio n  was to  be r e c e iv e d . H is
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contem pt had m a n ife s te d  in  non - ch a lan ce  to  w hatever e l s e  was to  be 

s a id .  The subseq u en t re a d in g  fo llow ed  th e  t r e n d ,  and th e r e  were enough 

cues w ith in  th e  s to ry  to  confirm  t h e i r  p o s i t io n .

B1; Hun! See money!

S2: I t ' s  f i f t y  n a i r a ,  [ th a t  i s  th e  l a r g e s t  denom ination  of 
th e  N ig e ria n  c u rre n c y , and had on ly  been in tro d u c e d  to  
th e  economy a t  th e  tim e]

SI : Babangida can lau n ch  i t  w ith  hundred n a i r a ,  th e n  beh ind  
he w i l l  g iv e  them th o u san d s.

S2: He w o n 't announce i t  to  th e  p u b lic  i f  he does n o t want 
them to  know.

D esp ite  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  " a c tu a l"  amount fo r  which th e  book was 

launched was announced, th e  s u b je c ts  s t i l l  p roceeded  to  s p e c u la te  on th e  

t r u t h  of th e  m a tte r .  T h is  co u ld  have been a r e s u l t  o f th e  d i s a f f e c t io n  

g en e ra ted  by th e  e a r l i e r  news item , and th e  s u b j e c t 's ,  p re -c o n c e p tio n s  o f 

th e  governm ent. The im pact o f th e  l a t e n t  d i s t r u s t f u l  a t t i t u d e  tow ards 

th e  government canno t be d isc o u n te d . I t  would appear t h a t  i t  was th e  

i n s i n u a t i n g  g e s t u r e  in  E l ' s  com ment, t h a t  had  t r i g g e r e d  o f f  th e  

s p e c u la t io n s .  A nother item  which a t t r a c t e d  th e  g ro u p 's  a t t e n t i o n  was 

th a t  about th e  sub -  r e g io n a l  t r a v e l  document ( fo r  Economic Community o f 

West A fr ic a ,  ECOWAS c i t i z e n s )

B1: In  s h o r t  t h a t  i s  n o t a bad id e a .

S1: But w o n 't i t  be abused?

H: T h a t 's  th e  N ig e ria n  m a tte r  now.

B1: I  d o n 't  know when i t  comes to  b e in g  . . .

32: What we a re  say in g  i s  th a t  g e t t in g  th e  c e r t i f i c a t e  may
n o t be as  e a sy . You w il l ,  have to  b r ib e  so much, i t  w i l l  
n o t be w orth th e  e f f o r t .

H: You m ight a s  w e ll g e t  a p a s s p o r t .

B1 : Why i s  t h i s  one making h e r mouth l i k e  th i s ?  [ r e f e r r in g
to  th e  n ew scas te r]

S2: They have t r a in e d  h e r .  [sarcasm ]
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SI : S ienne v i s i t e d  my schoo l th e  o th e r  day . . .

With t h a t  comment th e  g ro u p 's  focus was d iv e r te d  to  th e  s t o r i e s  from th e  

g ra p e v in e . The c r i t i c a l  n a tu re  o f th e  group, which stem s o u t o f t h e i r  

s c e p tic is m , i s  ag a in  i l l u s t r a t e d  in  th e  above. T his i s  f u e l l e d  by t h e i r  

p re -c o n c e p tio n s ; knowledge and b e l i e f s  of th e  s o c ie ty .

The r e s u l t  o f t h i s  was ag a in  n c h a la n c e  to  o th e r  in fo rm a tio n .

In s te a d , th ey  a tte n d e d  th e  " in c o n s e q u e n t ia l" .  Even a f a c i a l  g e s tu re  was 

enough to  cau se  a d ig re s s io n .

The g ro u p 's  i n t e r e s t  was on ly  r e  -  c a p tu re d  by th e  news item  abou t

" B e tte r  L ife  f o r  R ural Women" which i s  a p e t  p r o je c t  o f th e  p r e s id e n t 's

w ife , and a w idely  infam ous one. The r e p o r t  in c lu d ed  th e  v is u a l s  of

"women le a d e r s "  inv o lv ed  in  th e  programme. One of th e  women was a form er

n e w sc a s te r , whose husband had become a s t a t e  g overno r.

S I: See Ronke! See h e r  husband to o .

S2: -------  That ugly man with a beautiful wife.
S1 : B e t te r  L ife ! I s  t h i s  one a r u r a l  woman? She i s  from my

m o th e r 's  v i l l a g e  and she n ev er goes th e re  u n le s s  th e r e  i s
a fu n e ra l  and th ey  say  she i s  a r u r a l  woman.

S2: B ut th e  t h i n g  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  th e  m odern woman who
e n l ig h te n s  th e  r u r a l  women.

SI : I  s e e .  [sarcasm , meaning she rem ained unim pressed]

In  a l l  o f  t h i s ,  th e  s to ry  was n o t a t te n d e d . No obvious a tte m p t was made 

a t  a l l ,  a lth o u g h  s u b je c ts  may w e ll have p ick ed  up th e  g i s t  o f th e  s to r y .  

S1 fo r  in s ta n c e  was ag a in  r e f u t in g  th e  lo g ic  and accu racy  o f th e  s u b je c t  

o f th e  news. The news r e p o r t  i t s e l f  was th e re fo re  n o t im p re ss iv e  o r  

worthy of a t t e n t i o n .
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As fo r  S2 h e r  a t t e n t io n  was drawn to  a n o th e r  item , which seemed r e le v a n t  

to  h e r  p e rso n a l (p ro fe s s io n a l)  i n t e r e s t .  I t  was an item  abou t a new bank 

th a t  had j u s t  been opened.

S2: The th in g  i s  th ey  a re  j u s t  opening  banks h e re  and th e re  
and th ey  a re  n o t p e rfo rm in g . T h e re 's  Community bank, 
t h e r e 's  P e o p le ’s bank.

The comment i t s e l f  was in c o n c lu s iv e , r e f l e c t i n g  th e  waning i n t e r e s t  in  

th e  news.

L a te r  on, th e re  was a s to ry  abou t an e n g in e e r in g  o u t f i t .  T h is a t t r a c t e d  

H 's  a t t e n t i o n  from th e  p ro fe s s io n a l  p o in t  o f view, in  th e  same way as  S2 

had been in t e r e s te d  in  th e  programme abou t th e  bankers e a r l i e r  on in  th e  

day . A gain th e  l in e s  of re a d in g  were d iv e rg e n t a s  he sh ared  h i s  

en thusiasm  w ith  o th e r  members o f th e  g roup.

H: I  once a t te n d e d  a m eeting  th e r e .  Look! They a re  la th e
m achines. Have you seen  a l a th e  machine b e fo re ?  [ s i c  -  
meaning; Have you e v e r seen  a l a th e  machine?)

S1 : You will teach me Engineering, will you? My head can 
barely cope with my own field.

H: You know what they are doing? They are smelting.
S2: E ng ineer in  s u i t !  [d isd a in ]

H: Yes w h a t 's  wrong w ith  th a t?

Bl ; H e 's  n o t do ing  a n y th in g  he shou ld  be in  s h o r ts  and very  
d i r t y .

SI : L ike a cement man.

S2: Someone once s a id  e n g in e e rs  and m echanics d o n 't  a llo w  us 
to  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  [ re c o g n ise ]  mad men on th e  s t r e e t s .

L augh ter a l l  round

The s e r io u s  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  news item  was th u s  l o s t .  Here ag a in , th e  

news had on ly  prom pted th e  group to  d is c u s s  a s p e c i f i c  s u b je c t .  I t  had 

m erely  s e t  th e  agenda. Though th e  s u b je c ts  n o tic e d  what th e  news item
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was about, they had hardly paid any attention to the details therein. 
They had preferred their own 'bulletin'.

The im portance o f th e  above o b se rv a tio n  i s  t h a t  i t  s u g g e s ts  t h a t  such 

th a t  re a d in g  p r a c t ic e s  a r e  de te rm in ed  by th e  s u b j e c t 's  i n t e r e s t .  In  

o th e r  w ords, i t  su g g e s ts  th e  fo llo w in g  h y p o th e s is ; t h a t  a programme w i l l  

be more engag ing , i f  i t  i s  p e rc e iv e d  to  be in  a lignm en t w ith  th e  v iew ers 

i n t e r e s t .  T h is  i s  worthy o f f u r th e r  in v e s t ig a t io n .

Going by th e  o b s e rv a tio n s ,  one co u ld  a ls o  su g g es t t h a t ;  a programme 

th a t  i s  p e rc e iv e d  as  b e in g  h a rd  to  u n d e rs ta n d , w i l l  be more v i s u a l ly  

engag ing . I t  i s  in t e r e s t i n g ,  t h a t  th e  d re s s in g  was what engaged th e  S2, 

w hereas H had c a l le d  a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  sm e ltin g  p ro c e ss  t h a t  was b e ing  

f e a tu r e d ,  w ith in  th e  same c o n te x t .

As the news progressed, in the face of the obvious waning of the 
subjects' interest, there was a news item about the "First Lady". H 
confirmed his earlier assessment of the news.

H: I  to l d  you, th ey  do n o t have any o th e r  th in g  . . .

By t h i s  tim e , th e  v iew ers had l o s t  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  news. They no lo n g e r

commented on th e  item s , n o r d id  th ey  comment on th e  m essages t h a t  came

during the two commercial breaks. It was only in the dying minutes of
th e  news, when th e  s u b je c ts  responded  to  a S p o rts  news item  t h a t  th e

view ing  liv e n e d  up. I t  was th e  a s to ry  about th e  fem ale so c c e r  team .

S2: I f  they  go to  China o r  B ra z i l ,  th ey  w i l l  b e a t them, 21 :
0 .

[Laughter all round.]
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o b s e rv a tio n  was concluded  a t  th e  end o f th e  news programme as th e  

inconv en ien ce  of th e  r e s e a r c h e r 's  p re se n c e  became g la r in g .  S2, and H and 

Bl were s le e p in g , by th e  tim e th e  news was b e in g  concluded . In  f a c t ,  81 

seemed to  be m erely s t ru g g l in g  to  s ta y  awake, o u t o f p o l i t e n e s s .  They 

were a l l  in  t h i s  drowsy s t a t e  when th e  h ig h l ig h ts  o f th e  news were 

rev ie w e d .

The last three comments reported had in fact come between "winks".

During this time, SI had not been immobile before the set. In between 
viewing, she had gone to lay her baby in bed. The baby too had slept. 
She had also seen to it that the house had been put in order, in 
readiness for the next day. The family was by then ready to turn in for 
the night.

The striking feature in this viewing session, was the readiness to share 
thoughts on the received messages. There were no inhibitions about 
having others know what each felt about any aspect of programming. This 
appears to be a result of the familiarity within the group. They all had 
similar experiences, being of comparable age range; belonging to the 
same ethnic group; and having similar educational experiences. Viewing 
for them was a social process.

Another striking feature which has earlier been mentioned, is the 
critical nature of the subjects. The confidence with which they could 
negotiate the unintended messages, came from the fact that they had 
privileged information. Unlike those who depended on hear - say, and 
mere sentiments, they felt more confident that their positions were 
informed by "facts". The results of both negotiations are none the less
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comparable. (Re. - location # 1)

Day 2

O b se rv a tio n  commenced a t  abou t 8 .30 p.m . when s u b je c t  SI re tu rn e d  from 

v i s i t i n g  h e r  s ic k  f r ie n d .  She had gone o u t in  th e  e a r ly  p a r t  of th e  

ev en in g , a lth o u g h  she had re tu rn e d  from sch o o l e a r l i e r  on in  th e  day . 

When S1 r e tu rn e d ,  B1 and S2 were a lre a d y  b e fo re  th e  s e t ,  w atch ing  

A nother L ife  on LTV.

A gain, SI went s t r a i g h t  away to  a t te n d  to  th e  baby, b u t she soon came 

o u t.  She was aware o f th e  sch ed u le  o f programmes from th e  n a t io n a l  

n e tw o rk  s e r v i c e .  She e x p r e s s e d  h e r  d e s i r e  to  w a tch  a p a r t i c u l a r  

programme. The s a id  programme was a comedy, "New M asquerade". I t  was 

r e f e r r e d  to  a s  "Z ebrudaya", u s in g  th e  name o f th e  le a d  s t a r  o f th e  

programme.

A lthough i t  c la sh e d  w ith  th e  soap o pera  which was w atched w ith  such  

r e l i s h  th e  p re v io u s  day, no one was a v e rs e  to  w atch ing  "Zebrudaya" in  

s p i t e  o f  th e  poor q u a l i ty  o f r e c e p t io n .

They were a b le  to  accoun t f o r  t h i s  poor r e c e p t io n  q u a l i ty .  I t  was due to  

th e  r e c e n t  r a i n f a l l ,  and th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e y  l iv e d  in  a v a l le y .  The 

w ea th e r-in d u ced  im pact on r e c e p tio n  was to l e r a t e d ,  b u t th e  r e c e n t  

changes w ith in  th e  programme was a g r e a te r  so u rce  o f d isc o n te n tm e n t.

R: The programme is not very clear.
S2: You know i t  r a in e d .

Bl: And we live in this slope.
S2: They have j u s t  s t a r t e d ,  [n o tin g  t h a t  th e y  had on ly  m issed 

th e  pream ble; th e  s p o n s o r 's  m essage]

B l : That i s  th e  problem  w ith  th o se  th in g s ,  when you have n ic e
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programmes, and people don't watch . . .

R: Why?

S2: You know th a t  now, th e se  two a r t i s t e s  a re  no lo n g e r 
th e r e ;  G ringory and C la ru s , p eo p le  d o n 't  en jo y  i t  as 
b e f o r e .  When you h av e  an  a l t e r n a t i v e  i n s t e a d  o f  
"Zebrudaya" [ th a t  i s  th e  programme] . . . They d o n 't  g a in  
p e o p le 's  a t t e n t io n  an y m o re .[s ic ]

Bl : Except IBB, [the president] he still loves it!
S2: He w o n 't l i k e  i t  a s  much a g a in . Ah! he loved  i t  when 

G ringory  was th e r e .

The c o n v e rs a t io n  ag a in  d r i f t e d  in to  th e  realm s of g ra p e v in e  in fo rm a tio n , 

b u t th e  p o in t  had been made. A change in  th e  c a s t  o f th e  programme was a 

c o n s id e ra b le  d e n t to  th e  p e rc e iv e d  enjoym ent v a lu e  of th e  programme. The 

c h a r a c te r s  who had been dropped were found ing  members o f th e  c a s t ,  b u t 

what i s  more i s  th a t  th ey  were co n s id e re d  to  be amongst th e  f a v o u r i te  

s t a r s  o f th e  show.

They were houseboys to  th e  c h ie f  (Z ebrudaya), and they  had added pep to  

th e  comedy w ith  t h e i r  " s tu p id i ty " ,  and t h e i r  m annerism s. T h e ir  language, 

as w ith  th e  o th e r  members o f th e  c a s t  was a p la y  on th e  p e c u l i a r i t i e s  in  

th e  v a r io u s  d i a l e c t s ;  th e  a c c e n ts , as w e ll as  th e  u se  o f w ords. For 

in s ta n c e ,  C la ru s  shou ld  r e a l l y  be C le tu s , w h ils t  G ringory  shou ld  be 

G regory .

In  t h e i r  b a n te r ,  th e  s u b je c ts  e x h ib ite d  a knowledge o f th e  p o l i t i c s  

in v o lv ed  in  th e  p ro d u c tio n  of th e  programmes. T h e ir  aw areness was 

p a r t l y  a s  a r e s u l t  o f th e  s t o r i e s  from th e  t a b lo id s .

In  s p i t e  o f th e  c r i t i c i s m s ,  th e y  s t i l l  o p ted  f o r  th e  programme. SI was 

s t i l l  v e ry  e n th u s i a s t i c  abou t th e  programme. She had a n t ic ip a te d  i t s
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p resen ce  on th e  s c re e n  based  on h e r  knowledge o f th e  day o f th e  week. Bl 

on h is  p a r t  had n o t remembered, because b e in g  on h o lid a y , he had l o s t  

t r a c k  o f what day of th e  week i t  was.

SI s e t t l e d  down to  w atch b u t h e r  a t t e n t i o n  was soon d iv e r te d  a s  she  had 

to  feed  th e  baby. The "pendulum" p a t te r n  th u s  began, w ith  h e r  a t t e n t i o n

sw inging from th e  baby, to  th e  programme; and th e n  to  th e  baby, and back

to  th e  programme.

Although i t  was on ly  SI who was d i r e c t l y  e x p e rie n c in g  th e  d iv e r s io n s ,  

h e r  o u tb u r s t  a f f e c te d  th e  o th e rs  a l s o .  In  t h e i r  c a s e s , th e  d i s t r a c t i o n s  

were momentary.

SI ; ( to  th e  baby) Ndo! [w h ispers  more encomiums to  baby whom 
she  had had to  le a v e  a t  home fo r  th e  whole day. A tte n tio n  
s h i f t s  back to  th e  sc reen ] But i t ' s  n o t c l e a r .  What i s
th e  meaning o f "Oku igbe"?  [an u t te r a n c e  by one o f th e
c h a ra c te r s  in  th e  programme -  th e  one p la y in g  th e  r o le  o f 
a Yoruba man,]

The e n t i r e  group was im pressed  by th e  m an 's a c t ,  and though n o t spoken, 

t h e i r  a f f i rm a t io n  of th e  a c t ,  su g g e s ts  t h a t  th ey  p e rc e iv e d  th e  p o r tra y e d  

image, a s  b e in g  a c c u ra te .  They l a t e r  confirm ed  t h i s .

The s u b je c ts  were n o t as  co n v e rsa n t w ith  th e  Yoruba language as  to  

u n d e rs tan d  th e  e x a c t m eanings of some o f th e  e x p re s s io n s  which th e  

c h a ra c te r s  em ployed. They s e iz e d  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  of th e  r e s e a r c h e r 's  

com petence w ith  th e  Yoruba language to  c l a r i f y  th o se  a s p e c ts  of th e  

v iew ing, which were ro o te d  in  th e  Yoruba c u l tu r e ,  t h a t  th e y  d id  n o t 

u n d e rs tan d . These were u s u a l ly  j u s t  i n t e r j e c t i o n s  a s  in  th e  above 

exam ple. The absence o f a v iew er who was com petent in  th e  language would 

have le d  to  an incom ple te  re a d in g  o f th e  in ten d ed  m essage. T his i s  

d e s p i te  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  programme i s  s e t  in  a contem porary  E a s te rn
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town. O rd in a r i ly ,  b e in g  E a s te rn e rs  th e m se lv e s , th e  s u b je c ts  shou ld  have 

been a b le  to  r e l a t e  w ith  t h a t  s o c ie ty .  However, th e  in t ro d u c t io n  o f

c u l tu r a l  c o m p le x itie s  of th e  f e d e ra l  c h a r a c te r  of th e  n a t io n .  T h is was a 

d e l ib e r a t e  a s p e c t ,  o f th e  programme d e s ig n .

"Oku ig b e"  i s  one o f J e g e d e 's  ( i . e .  th e  c h a ra c te r )  f a v o u r i te  ab u s iv e  

names f o r  a n o th e r  c h a ra c te r .  The s u b je c t s  had been aw are o f th e  name 

p r io r  to  th e  e x e rc is e .  They had known t h a t  i t  was n o t a com plim entary  

s ta te m e n t. They had a vague id e a  o f what was in ten d ed  b u t th ey  had n o t 

Jtnown what i t  meant e x a c tly .

The words l i t e r a l l y  mean - "a co rp se  d e s tin e d  fo r  th e  f o r e s t . "  T h is

im p lie s  th e  u t t e r  w o rth le s sn e s s  o f whoever i s  so c a l le d ,  such  th a t  even

in  d e a th , th e  person  i s  on ly  f i t  to  be b u r ie d  in  th e  f o r e s t .  The

fo llo w in g  i s  th e  r e a c t io n  which th e  e x p la n a tio n  a t t r a c t e d  from th e

g ro u p .

SI Ehen! Now when t a x i  d r iv e r s  d r iv e  nonsense , I  w i l l  c a l l  
them "Oku Ig b e " .

L augh ter

The d is c u s s io n  co n tin u ed  in  an a ssessm en t o f J e g e d e 's  w ives. There was a

d i r e c t  l i n k  t h a t  may n o t be a s  obv ious in  th e  c o n v e rs a t io n . T h is i s  t h a t

th e  w ives were a ls o  known to  be as  a b u s iv e  as  Jegede.

S2: I t ' s  Ramota I  l i k e .  I  l i k e  th e  way she a c t s ,  she  say s  - "E hn!. 
. , " she makes i t  so n a t u r a l .

B l ; Ramota, Apena to o . A ll th e  b e t t e r  p eo p le  have gone. When Apena 
was th e re  en!

SI : T h is Ramota i s  b e t t e r  th a n  Apena.

32: Did you watch Apena?
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B1: T h e re 's  no way you can compare Apena w ith  Ramota.

S2: Apena was th e  b e s t .

SI : You mean i t ?

S2: She was th e  b e s t ,  you w o n 't even know she i s  n o t a Yoruba
woman.

The d is c u s s io n  th u s  s h i f te d  a t t e n t i o n  away from th e  v iew in g . T his was 

compounded by th e  a r r i v a l  of H. By th e  tim e th e  focus s h i f t e d  back to  

t h e  p rogram m e, i t  had  gone p a s t  h a l fw a y ;  p a s t  t h e  m id program m e 

com m ercial. I t  was Jegede who was ag a in  in  view . I t  i s  n o t c l e a r  i f  t h i s

was a c o in c id e n c e  o r  i f  J e g e d e 's  p re se n c e  was th e  a t t r a c t i o n  to  th e

s c re e n . He was ag a in  making h u r t f u l  rem arks to  th e  u n d e r -p r iv i le g e d  

p e rso n  -  N a tt ,  th e  same one whom he had e a r l i e r  r e f e r r e d  to  a s  "Oku 

ig b e " . T h is tr e n d  d id  n o t escape th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f th e  a u d ien ce .

"T h is  man i s  j u s t  abusing  peop le  to d a y ."

"Maybe h e 's  in  a bad mood."

R; What d id  he used  to  do b e fo re ?  [ s ic ]

"He prom otes h im se lf  b e fo re"

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  th a t  th ey  had n o t a s s o c ia te d  th e  a b u s iv e  n a tu re  w ith  

th e  c h a r a c te r .  In s te a d , they  had seen  him a s  someone who "prom otes" 

h im s e lf .  The f a c t  t h a t  he d id  i t  a t  o th e r  p e o p le 's  expense had n o t been  

a p o in t  t h a t  th ey  had n o te d . The embedded n e g a tiv e  a s p e c t o f th e  

b eh av io u r was th u s  ig n o red . They l ik e d  th e  c h a r a c te r .

The v iew ing  co n tin u ed  w ith  s u b je c ts  v iew ing  c o rp o ra te ly ,  a s  th ey  v o iced  

t h e i r  o b s e rv a tio n s ,  commenting on what th e y  saw.

"See t h i s  one, 's e n io r  s e r v ic e ' houseboy"

"H e 's  lo o k in g  to  see  i f  h e 's  boss  i s  coming o r  n o t ."
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4̂

TV houseboy: You see  t h a t  s h o r t  boy . . . "

TV(Je g e d e ) : "S ho rt boy!"

TV: "And th e  boy i s  t a l l e r  th a n  him !"

L augh ter

There was s i le n c e  in  th e  group, fo llo w in g  th e  la u g h te r  a t t r a c t e d  by th e  

iro n y . The group ag a in  c o n c e n tra te d  on th e  programme, b u t th ey  had 

m issed  a  p a r t  o f th e  message d u rin g  th e  u p ro a r .

S I: But I  d o n 't  l i k e  t h i s  m an 's E n g lish .

B l: E l e c t r i c  f i r e !  [ r e f e r r in g  to  th e  m an's E n g lish ] 

S 1 : I t ' s  no lo n g e r i n t e r e s t i n g .

R: Why?
S I: Yes! H e 's  overdo ing  i t .  I  p r e f e r  Jegede to  him.

J u s t  th e n  th e  c h a ra c te r  com m itted a n o th e r  gram m atical b lu n d e r . 

" . . .  th e  w orst of a l l  a re  th a t"

Not long  a f te rw a rd s ,  th e re  was a n o th e r  d i s t r a c t i n g  o u tb u r s t  a s  th e  

s u b je c ts  v e rb a l is e d  t h e i r  view s on th e  s to ry  l i n e .

On th e  s c re e n , Jegede was supposed to  be p a t t in g  Zaccheus on 
th e  h e a d .

S2: You are beating him.
" " ■ ' tS1: "Z acceu!" Zaccheus t h a t  i s  what h e 's  c a l l in g  Zacceu.

S2: He gave him money.

Hi : You mean Jegede gave him money?

S2: Yes, For le a k in g  th e  s e c r e t .

[T ra n s i t io n  to  new scene accom panied by m usic. Bl hummed 
a lo n g . I t  was Z ebrudaya’s  home, and s ig h t in g  him prom pted 
a n o th e r  commentary.]
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The s u b je c t  was q u ick  to  p o in t  t h i s  o u t to  b u t t r e s s  h e r  p o s i t io n .  The 

d is c u s s io n  o f t h a t  le d  to  an o th e r  d ig r e s s io n  in  th e  v iew ing . There was 

a n o th e r  s e s s io n  o f "g rap ev in e"  r e p o r ts  on th e  Z ebrudaya 's  l i f e s t y l e  in  

r e a l i t y .  T h is  i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  f l u i d i t y  between th e  r e a l i t y  and th e  

i l l u s i o n  p e rc e iv e d  on th e  s c re e n .

Even a s  th e y  " ig n o red "  th e  s e t ,  and e n te r ta in e d  th em selves, th e y  d id  n o t 

m iss th e  o th e r  gram m atical b lu n d e rs , by o th e r  members of th e  c a s t .  They 

were aware o f what was go ing  on.

TV -  O v u la r ia : W etin you dey chop, by t h i s  tim e of o ' c lo c k .

Chorus S1 and 82: "By t h i s  tim e o f o ' c lock?

S I: T hat one i s  i r r i t a t i n g  me.

Chorused h i s s  by S1 and 82

R: But don't people speak like that in the village?
C horus: Nool

81 : L ike Zebrudaya?

82: Noo!

81 : No, th ey  speak , i f  you say  l i k e  Jegede in  th e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  
l i k e  O v u la ria  in  th e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t n o t l ik e  Zebrudaya. ' I f  
you a r e  a r r iv a l*  They w i l l  say  "When you don come" o r  
"when you come". Of co u rse  in  th e  v i l la g e  th ey  do n o t 
know th e  meaning o f a r r i v a l .

Chorused Hun! [non -  v e rb a l ag reem en t].

The s u b je c ts  were aware th a t  th e  purpose o f th e  programme was to  be 

hum orous.

"The e sse n c e  o f t h i s  th in g  i s  to  make peop le  la u g h " .

What th e y  o b je c te d  to ,  was th e  e x a g g e ra tio n  in  Z ebrudaya 's  p r e s e n ta t io n  

o f th e  group which he re p re s e n te d .  T here i s  an acknowledgement t h a t  t h i s  

c a te g o ry  o f p eo p le , w i l l  m u t i la te  th e  E n g lish  language, e s p e c ia l ly  w ith
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t h e i r  p id g in  E n g lish , b u t Zebrudaya was seen  as  m u t i la t in g  even th e

p id g in  E n g lish . Though th ey  ag reed  th a t  i t  was funny a t  a tim e, w ith

p ro lo n g ed  exposure to  i t ,  th e y  had s t a r t e d  to  g e t " i r r i t a t e d " .

B l; T h a t 's  h i s  own c r e a t io n ,  h e 's  n o t im i ta t in g  somebody.

S2: T h a t’s h i s  own, b u t h i s  im ag in a tio n  i s  now, I  th in k  he i s
b e in g  o u t of fa sh io n  now."

As th e  g ro u p 's  focus on th e  programme s h i f t e d  back and f o r th ,  th ey  s t i l l  

managed to  keep up th e  tr e n d  o f th e  s to ry  l i n e .  For in s ta n c e  d e s p i te  th e  

d is c u s s io n  from which th e  above was e x t r a c te d ,  and th e  e x i t  o f S1 to  

a t te n d  to  h e r  baby, on h e r  r e tu r n ,  she was a b le  to  id e n t i f y  what was 

go ing  on in  th e  programme.

The p a t te r n  o f v e r b a l i s in g  th e  in d iv id u a l  o b s e rv a tio n s ,  co n tin u e d . This 

c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  hav ing  a c o rp o ra te  re a d in g  o f th e

programme, and i t  a ls o  h e lp ed  to  f i l l  in  th e  gaps fo r  th e  ab sen te e

v ie w e r .

There was keen i n t e r e s t  a s  th e  s u b je c t  fo llow ed  th e  u n fo ld in g  p lo t .  They 

w atched how th e  c r im in a ls ,  who were r e f e r r e d  to  as " b u s in e ss  d e a le r s "  

p lanned  and t r i e d  to  h id e  s to le n  te lecom m unications c a b le s  in  C hief 

Z eb ru d ay a 's  s p a re  room. The " d e a le r s "  had connived w ith  th e  C h ie f 's  

houseboy, who had leak ed  th e  p lo t  to  Jeg ed e . "N a th i" , th e  w retched  man 

had a ls o  been in v o lv ed  in  th e  d e a l .  He had been prom ised  th e  p o s t o f 

"Commissioner fo r  long th r o a t " .

The t i t l e  of th e  p o s t was s t r i k i n g ,  and th e  s u b je c ts  r e p e a te d  i t .  N ath i, 

d id  have a long  th r o a t ,  and a ls o  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  e x h ib i ts  th e  

b eh av io u r which in  th e  lo c a l  p a r la n c e  i s  d e sc r ib e d  as  " lo n g  th r o a t " .  He 

was alw ays c o v e tin g  good th in g s ,  which he was o f te n  d e p riv e d  o f .  He was
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a ls o  v e ry  g u l l i b l e  as  in  t h i s  ep iso d e , where he had been  q u ic k ly  ta k en  

in ,  by th e  " b u s in e ss  d e a le r s " .

The v ie w e rs , were q u ick  to  see  th rough  th e  a c t io n  o f  th e  s w in d le rs ' 

a c t io n s .  There was a v o ic e  in  th e  group w hich was f u l l  o f contem pt f o r  

N a th i, f o r  h i s  invo lvem ent. However a s  th e  s to ry  ev o lv ed , th e re  was 

sympathy f o r  N a th i, w ith in  th e  group.

S1: N a th i, Commissioner fo r  long  th r o a t .

B1: Even N ath ii

SI : Ehen, poor N a th i. You know, N ath i has long  th r o a t ,  so 
th ey  c a l l  him com m issioner f o r  long  th r o a t .

In  t h e i r  a n t ic ip a t io n  of th e  ev o lv in g  s to r y  l i n e ,  th e  s u b je c t s  d r i f t e d ,  

o c c a s i o n a l l y  v ie w in g  th e  f i c t i o n a l  program m e a s  " r e a l i t y " .  They 

p r e d ic te d  th e  p a t te r n  th a t  th e  programme would ta k e , u s in g  t h e i r  

e x p e rie n c e  o f such p a t te r n s  in  r e a l  l i f e .

Bl : They [ th e  " c u lp r i t s " ]  w i l l  say  i t  i s  th e  f i r s t  tim e .

R: They w i l l  say i t  i s  th e  f i r s t  tim e?

Bl : Yes, you know when you s t e a l ,  th e y  c a tc h  you, you w il l
say  i t  i s  th e  f i r s t  tim e .

S2: T h is  one [ th e  p e n a lty  fo r  th e  o ffe n c e ]  i s  f i r i n g  squad .

The viewing was concluded with subjects approving the outcome of the 
story, and also using that as a pivot, into approving government action 
on the issue which the drama had been focused.

Ovularia was shown scolding Nathi, for getting involved with people of 
questionable character. He was also admonished for damaging the newly 
installed electricity supply; showing him how he had punished himself,

411



as  w e ll a s  o th e rs  in  h is  b id  to  make a q u ick  buck. The program m e's l i n e  

o f re a so n in g  was approved by a l l ,  even though from d i f f e r i n g  a n g le s . 

What i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  was t h a t  each  of th e  d ed u c tio n s  was ex p re ssed  f o r  

a l l  to  h e a r .

S2: You s e e , th ey  w o n 't g e t an y th in g  anymore, [ r e f e r r in g  to  
a m e n itie s  from governm ent. Note th e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  in  h e r  
to n e ]

S I: I  l i k e  t h e i r  s t u f f .

B1 : I  l i k e  what th e  government i s  do ing  now. They a re  
a r r e s t i n g  many p eo p le  because  o f th e se  NEPA [ e l e c t r i c i t y  
a u th o r i ty ]  c a b le s  and th o se  th in g s .

S2: T h a t 's  r ig h t !  Two o f you one shou ld  fa c e  f r o n t ,  one 
sh o u ld  face  back , [ s i c ,  - r e f e r r in g  to  th e  punishm ent 
b e in g  meted o u t to  th e  o f f e n d e r s .]

SI : Zacceu, i s  gone. [as  Zaccheus, one o f th e  c u l p r i t s ,  
b o l t s  o u t of th e  room, e scap in g  a r r e s t ]  Zacceu, Zacceu,
"Oku ig b e !"

B1 : I f  th e  p u b lic  can be do ing  a l l  th e se  t h i n g s , ,  i t  w i l l  
work o u t w e ll .

31 : Hun, You see  th e  problem  we have in  t h i s  c o u n try , p eo p le  
w i l l  j u s t  say  " I t ' s  governm ent own"

Bl : Thank you, look  a t  LSA o r  Lagos s t a t e ,  FGN [ s t a t e  and 
f e d e r a l  governm ent numbered v e h ic le s ]  See how th e y  a re  
u s in g  them.

Each o f th e  s u b je c ts  drew in d iv id u a l  co n c lu s io n s  abou t th e  programme. S2

found j u s t i f i c a t i o n  fo r  government r e s t r a i n t  in  p ro v id in g  s o c ia l

a m e n itie s  in  c e r t a in  in s ta n c e s ;  SI found v a lu e  in  th e  v iew ing  ex p e rie n c e
A

-  " I  l i k e  t h e i r  s t u f f . "  r e f e r r in g  to  th e  lo g ic  o f th e  p r e s e n ta t io n .  B l 's  

o b s e rv a tio n  was t h a t  which drew on th e  programme, to  approve of a n o th e r  

p h a s e  i n  g o v e rn m e n t 's  a c t i v i t i e s ;  t h a t  o f  a p p re h e n d in g  th o s e  who 

sab o tag e  i t s  p la n s  o f sp re a d in g  p h y s ic a l developm ent.

Here a g a in , th e  f a c t  th a t  each  p erso n  v o iced  h is  d e d u c tio n s , f a c i l i t a t e d

a group d is c u s s io n ,  which le d  to  an e x p l i c i t  s ta te m e n t o f  th e  g ro u p 's
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position.

The d is c u s s io n  c a r r i e d  on, in tro d u c in g  o th e r  government e f f o r t s ,  and 

a c t s  o f th e  c i t i z e n s .  T h is  tim e , th e  governm ent was excused , w h ils t  th e  

c i t i z e n s  were condemned. On th e  w hole, th e  programme s t i l l  evoked a 

n e g a tiv e  sen tim en t a g a in s t  th e  s o c ie ty  a s  one th in g  le d  to  a n o th e r .

A news item  which B1 had h e a rd  on a r a d io  new scast was in tro d u c e d  in to  

th e  c o n v e rs a t io n . T his a ro u sed  th e  g ro u p 's  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  TV n ew scas t, 

and th ey  c o n sc io u s ly  sough t i t  o u t. T h is had s e t  a mood w ith  which th e  

news was to  be re c e iv e d . They were v e ry  a t t e n t i v e .

As th ey  w a ited  a t t e n t i v e l y  f o r  th e  news, S2 re p o r te d  a n o th e r  h e a d l in e  

which had caugh t h e r  a t t e n t i o n  e a r l i e r  in  th e  day. I t  was th e  news of 

R h a jiv  G h an d i's  d e a th . The s u b je c ts  were v i s ib ly  shocked and shaken by 

th e  news. I t  was obvious t h a t  Bl and S2 were more inform ed abou t th e  

c u r re n t  a f f a i r s  on th e  w orld  news scen e , th a n  SI . T his was a p p a re n t in  

th e  n e g o t ia t io n  o f th e  in fo rm a tio n . W h ils t th ey  reaso n ed  c o n f id e n tly  on 

known f a c t s ,  SI fo llow ed  from an em o tional /  human i n t e r e s t  a n g le . I t  i s  

n o t c l e a r  i f  t h i s  was due to  th e  p e r s o n a l i ty  of th e  s u b je c t ,  o r  i f  i t  

was as  a r e s u l t  o f  h e r  busy sc h e d u le , and co n seq u en tly , h e r  l im ite d  

exposure  to  th e  m edia. T h is  i s  w orthy o f c lo s e r  in v e s t ig a t io n .

S2: R h a jiv  Ghandi i s  dead .

Si : R h a jiv  Ghandi?

Bl: They killed him o! It was an assassination.
S2: That In d ia  s e f!  The man th a t  ta lk e d  y e s te rd a y , [ s ic ]

Bl ; After talking yesterday, . . . You know they had
elections yesterday, they were to hold another one.

S2: And he was w inning! I  d o n 't  know why he shou ld  come back, 
you know. . . i t ' s  j u s t  l i k e  a t r i b a l i s t i c  som ething .
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si : They did shoot the mother like that?

82; Ehen! [ a f f i rm a tiv e ]  T h a t 's  how th e  m other d ie d .

Bl : In  s h o r t ,  t h e i r  fam ily  l i n e ,  j u s t  l i k e  th a t  now. I s  he 
r e l a t e d  to  Mhatma Ghandi?

82: Yes, i t ' s  th e  same l i n e ;  he was k i l l e d  to o . . . and th e  
t h i n g  i s  th e y  h a v e  good r u l i n g  pow er. They d o n ' t  
m isbehave when th e y  a re  in  power so  th o se  c r im in a ls  w i l l  
l i k e  to  . . .

B l: I t ' s  n o t c r im in a ls ,  i t ' s  a r e l i g io u s  problem .

81 : Had he any c h i ld r e n  b e fo re  he d ied ?

It was not yet time for the news, but these discussions had set the
subjects up for the evenings news. The conversation had developed out of
a cue from th e  e a r l i e r  comedy.

Condamnable a c t s  in  s o c ie ty  -  r e c k le s s  d r iv in g  o f government 
v e h i c l e s  -  u n s c ru p u lo u s  s t u d e n t s  g ro u p s  on th e  news - 
a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  th e  news -  r e p o r t  o f  a n o th e r  s t r i k i n g  
h e a d l in e , th e  o b itu a ry  in  th e  news.

In  th e  mean tim e , w h ils t  th e  group a w a ited  th e  news, th ey  s a t  b e fo re  th e  

s e t  as th e  com m ercial b reak  was f e a tu r e d .  The B lue Band m argarine  

com m ercial a t t r a c t e d  th e  b a b y 's  a t t e n t i o n  and t h i s  drew th e  a d u l ts  in to  

th e  com m ercial. B l, confirm ed  th a t  th e  baby l ik e d  b o th  th e  Blue Band and 

th e  7 UP a d v e r ts .

The focus s h i f t e d  to  th e  baby fo r  a s h o r t  tim e , and t h e r e a f t e r ,  someone 

commended th e  q u a l i ty  o f th e  r e c e p t io n  from th e  s t a t i o n  in  view , LTV. 

The commendation was a t  th e  expense o f  OGTV which th e y  n o ted  was n o t 

c l e a r  e s p e c ia l ly  a f t e r  th e  r e c e n t  r a i n f a l l .

The M altin a  a d v e r t  was found a t t r a c t i v e .  82 sang a lo n g  to  th e  j i n g l e ,  

and she fo llow ed  th e  segm ent on th e  b a s k e tb a l l  game, e x c i te d  as  th e  b a l l
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was dunked in the basket. She had once played basketball.

The discussion of the adverts was superficial. On this occasion, there 
was no critical evaluation of the message, or the products. Instead, 
being prompted by the mention of a name, they discussed other 
developments on a trial which had been much celebrated in the news.
They were still on this when the network news was started.

The le a d  h e a d lin e  on th e  h ig h l ig h ts  o f  th e  news, was th e  o b itu a ry  of 

R h ajiv  Ghandi; one o f th e  aw aited  ite m s . T h e ir  re sp o n se  o f sympathy to  

th e  in fo rm a tio n  was non -  v e rb a l .  T h is  was n o t p ro lo n g ed . They were 

e x p e c tin g  th e  d e t a i l s  and o th e r  item s .

Bl was visibly excited as the highlight of the anticipated report was
mentioned in the headlines. Thereafter, the news was watched in silence.
But S1 was d i s t r a c te d  by th e  baby. T h is  tim e , she was ig n o re d  by Bl and

82 who p a id  a t t e n t io n  to  th e  news. They saved  t h e i r  comments t i l l  th e

end o f th e  le a d  r e p o r t  -  th e  Ghandi s to r y .  T h e ir  comments w ere about th e

s i l e n t  v is u a l  r e p o r t  which came a t  th e  t a i l  end.

82: Look at the Italian wife., look at the wife . . . look at 
the car . . . but that's him with the wife. . . that was 
yesterday's something [report]

B1: The th in g  p a in ed  me when I  h ea rd I [p a in ed  in  t h i s  c o n te x t 
ex p re sse s  th e  deep h u r t]

The commentary le d  to  f u r th e r  d is c u s s io n s  on th e  i s s u e .  I t  d id  n o t 

p e r s i s t ,  a s  some members o f th e  group (Bl and 82) w ere s e t  on a t te n d in g  

th e  news. T h e ir comments were th u s  a b rig d e d , so t h a t  th e y  co u ld  a t te n d  

th e  subsequen t item . T h is was d i f f e r e n t  from th e  p a t te r n  observed  in  81 

in  lo c a t io n  3. She was n o t m indfu l o f  subseq u en t i t e m s . She was n o t
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particularly interested in the news.

The comments o f th e se  s u b je c ts  on th e  news o f th e  E th io p ia n  p r e s id e n t 's  

escape  from h is  co u n try  in  th e  fa c e  o f a " r e b e l l io n ” , was to  compare th e  

a c t io n  w ith  t h a t  o f an o th e r A fric a n  p r e s id e n t  who was in  a s im i la r  

c r i s i s .  The L ib e r ia n  p r e s id e n t ,  in  h i s  c a s e , had ta k e n  an o p p o s ite  

co u rse  o f  a c t io n .  The consensus o f o p in io n  was t h a t  -  

"He sh o u ld  have f le d "

In  o th e r  w ords, th e  wisdom in  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  in s ta n c e ,  was seen  and 

approved . They had judged t h i s ,  u s in g  th e  known outcome o f t h a t  e a r l i e r  

r e p o r te d  news e v e n t. The even t had happened months b e fo re .  T h is  p ro c e ss  

was s im i la r  to  a l l  t h e i r  " n e g o tia t io n s "  o f news item s .

i

The news r e p o r t  on E th io p ia  co n tin u ed  w ith  v is u a l s  on th e  s i t u a t i o n  in  

th e  c o u n try . I t  focused  on th e  p o v e rty  and th e  p l i g h t  o f th e  p e o p le , 

a lth o u g h , t h a t  was n o t what th e  s to ry  was a b o u t. I t  was n o t s u r p r is in g  

th a t  th e r e  was a resp o n se  to  th e  v is u a l  r e p o r t .  T his i l l u s t r a t e d  how th e  

v is u a l  r e p o r t  had added to  th e  m a n ife s t meaning of th e  s to r y  t h a t  was 

h e a rd . Bl d e c la re d  -

"T h is  i s  th e  w orst co u n try  in  th e  w orld !"

At t h i s  tim e , SI had l e f t  th e  s e t ,  t o  s e rv e  th e  ev en in g  m eal. S2 was 

l e f t  in  ch arg e  o f th e  baby. There i s  an a p p a re n t d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  

a t t i t u d e s  o f b o th  women. W hile SI was u n ru f f le d  abou t th e  d i s t r a c t i o n s  

which accom panied h e r  v iew ing, S2 was. In  th e  th e  c o u rse  o f m inding th e  

c h i ld ,  which proved to  be a d i s t r a c t i o n ,  she was s t i l l  m indfu l of th e  

news. She th u s  r e l i e d  on Bl to  f i l l  h e r  in ,  when she  had m issed  any 

d e t a i l .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  in  a t t i t u d e ,  c a n  be
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attributed to the "normalcy" of the routine. S2, was yet a spinster, 
independent and (relatively) lacking responsibilities; sje was not 
accustomed to the distractions that such could bring, S1 because of her 
roles, had become so accustomed to distractions to her viewing, that it 
was no longer an issue. This was the case with the other mothers 
encountered in the course of the study.

By the time the news had focused on local news items, the discussion 
surrounding the stories became more lively. More of the reports were 
supplemented with details from the "grapevine".

The item  on c o p y rig h t law in  N ig e ria  fo r  exam ple, le d  back to  th e  is s u e  

o f th e  d is p u te s  in  th e  p ro d u c tio n  team f o r  th e  comedy w atched e a r l i e r .  

The d is c u s s io n  c a r r i e d  on to  a p o in t  where th e re  was t o t a l  d is r e g a rd  fo r  

th e  o th e r  in fo rm a tio n  coming from th e  s e t .  I t  can be deduced th a t  th e  

s t o r i e s  d id  n o t h o ld  much i n t e r e s t  fo r  th e  s u b je c t s .  Even i f  t h a t  were 

n o t so , th e  i n t e r e s t  v a lu e  on th e  s to r i e s  d id  n o t compare w ith  th o se  o f 

o th e r  to p ic a l  a f f a i r s  in  t h e i r  w orld . T h is la c k  o f a t t e n t iv e n e s s ,  

c a r r ie d  on t i l l  th e  com m ercial b reak . I t  on ly  s topped  a t  th e  resum ption  

o f th e  second segment of th e  news.

The le a d  s to r y  in  th a t  segm ent of th e  news, was th e  announcement o f th e  

c o n s t i tu t i o n  o f a com mission o f in q u iry  in to  r e c e n t  r i o t s  in  Bauchi 

s t a t e ,  (one o f th e  n o r th e rn  s t a t e s  in  th e  f e d e r a t io n ) . Even w ith o u t 

h e a r in g  th e  d e t a i l s  o f th e  s to ry ,  S2 had h e r  n o tio n s  o f  how i t  would 

have been c o n s t i tu te d .  She on ly  vo iced  t h i s  a f t e r  th e  announcement had 

been made. Her a n t i c ip a t io n  had been a c c u ra te .

82: They must be Hausa, on ly  Hausas and Moslems.

Bl: For the commission of inquiry?
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S2: Did you see  any C h r is t i a n s  th e re ?  I t ’s tru e !  T h e ir  AFRO, 
[Armed F orces R u ling  C ouncil] no C h r is t ia n s .  I f  th e y  p u t 
a C h r is t ia n ,  i t  w i l l  be a "Jo sep h in e"  [ th a t  i s  a woman, 
presum ably  a p e rso n  who c a n ' t  make an im pact]

Bl : T hat i s  why th e s e  p eo p le  came h e re  two weeks ago from
I r a n ,  you know! T hat com mission from I ra n ,  m i l i t a r y
som ething f o r ,  what do th e y  c a l l  t h i s  c o u rt . . . m a r t ia l  
c o u r t  o r  so , th e y  came to  N ig e r ia  to  ad v ise  them on how 
to  im plement th e  . . .

R: S h a r ia  Law?

B1: Yes! S h a ria  law , y e s . Committee on S h a ria  law.

S2: The S h a ria  law i s  a d i f f e r e n t  th in g ,  i t  c a n 't  be f o r  th i s .

B1: Eh, who knows?

There i s  a v i s i b l e  d i s t r u s t  o f th e  government u n d erly in g  th e s e  r e a d in g s . 

I t  i s  so s t ro n g , th a t  even though th e  s u b je c ts  were aware of th e  

d e l ib e r a te  m isread in g , th e y  c o n s id e re d  t h e i r  own d e d u c tio n s , to  be more 

p la u s ib le ,  th a n  th e  e x p la n a tio n s  ex p re ssed  in  th e  news. In  f a c t ,  t h e i r  

d e d u c tio n s , were n o t p re s e n te d  a s  s u p p o s i t io n s ,  bu t as  lo g i c a l  " f a c t s " .  

They c i t e d  o th e r  in s ta n c e s  to  b u t t r e s s  t h e i r  p o s i t io n .

In  do ing  t h i s ,  th ey  had ig n o red  th e  news, a lth o u g h  th ey  w ere s t i l l  a b le  

to  f o l lo w  w hat was b e in g  r e a d .  They c o u ld  th u s  b r e a k  o f f  t h e i r  

c o n v e rsa tio n , when they  w anted, to  a t te n d  to  th e  a s p e c t t h a t  in t e r e s te d  

them.

"Ehen, l i s t e n  now"

With t h a t  cu e , th e  group fo cu sed  a t t e n t i o n  on an o th e r news item , which 

th ey  had been w a itin g  f o r .  I t  was th e  news about th e  "u n sc ru p u lo u s  

s tu d e n ts " .  They l i s t e n e d  in  s i le n c e  a s  th e  d e t a i l s  o f th e  s to ry  was 

re a d . When th ey  had g o t th e  g i s t  o f th e  s to r y ,  they  responded , a n a ly s in g  

th e  s i t u a t io n ,  and ta k in g  s id e s .  SI had been excluded from a l l  o f th e s e .  

I t  was on ly  32 and B1 who were f r e e  to  w atch and ju d g e . T h is  e x p la in s .
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(if only in part), why they are more conversant with current affairs.

B1 and 82 were n o t in  agreem ent in  th e  p o s i t io n s  th ey  took  away from th e  

l a s t  s to r y .  Though they  b o th  condemned th e  e x c e sse s  o f th e  s tu d e n ts ,  

th ey  co u ld  n o t ag ree  on where th e  e x ce sse s  s t a r t e d .

T h is  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  b e c a u se  th e y ,  w ere  th e m s e lv e s ,  ( p o s tg r a d u a t e )  

s tu d e n ts ,  l i k e  th o se  whom th e  s to ry  was a b o u t. They were th u s  a p a r t  o f 

th e  group who w ere, (supposed ly ) b e in g  re p re s e n te d  by th e  a g i t a t i n g  

s tu d e n t s .

They d id  n o t id e n t i f y  any innuendoes in  th e  s to r y .  I t  was re c e iv e d  a t

i t s  f a c e  v a lu e  and th e  s t u d e n t s  w ere  a s s e s s e d  on i n d i v i d u a l

c o n s id e ra t io n s  o f f a i r n e s s ,  ( r e le v a n c e ) .

Bl : The demands shou ld  n o t be l i s t e n e d  to ,  i t ' s  i r r e l e v a n t .
[ s ic ]

82: They have some p o in ts  th e re  b u t th e y  s p o i l t  i t  w ith  . . . 
eh

B l: Which p o in ts ?  Which p o in ts ?  I  d o n 't  see  any p o in ts  th e r e .

82: The on ly  th in g  i s  th ey  s p o i l t  i t  w ith  t h a t  s e c r e t  s o c ie ty

B l: Those th in g s  they  a re  a sk in g  fo r  i s  n o t t h e i r  b u s in e s s  — 
-  ; t h a t  th ey  shou ld  reduce  w orking hours . . . Are th ey  
w o rk in g ?  Does i t  c o n c e rn  them ? The p e o p le  who a r e  
w orking, a re  th ey  com plain ing?

At th e  end o f th e  argum ent, 82 sym path ised  w ith  B l 's  re a so n in g , b u t i t

i s  n o t c e r t a in  t h a t  she had changed h e r  p o s i t io n .

At th e  end o f th e  v iew ing, i t  was indeed  c l e a r  t h a t  th e  s u b je c t s ,  had

formed an agenda of what to  re c e iv e  from th e  news, even p r io r  to  th e
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n ew scas t. They had used  t h e i r  exposure  to  o th e r  media o f in fo rm a tio n  in

d o in g  s o .  The ag en d a  d e te rm in e d  th e  a t t i t u d e ,  t h e  d e g re e  o f

c o n c e n tr a t io n  w ith  which th ey  a t te n d e d  th e  v a r io u s  ite m s .

There w ere some o th e r  item s which caugh t t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  d u rin g  th e  

n ew scas t. In  some in s ta n c e s  a s  in  one in  th e  t h i r d  segm ent, t h e i r  

a t t e n t i o n  was g o t by a v is u a l  cu e . In  t h a t  exam ple, th e y  had n o t been 

a t t r a c t e d  to  l i s t e n  to  th e  news i t s e l f .  I n s te a d ,  th ey  ex p re ssed  t h e i r

o b je c t io n s  to  th e  s u b je c t  o f th e  p ic tu r e ,  r a th e r  vehem ently . He was th e

M in is te r  f o r  In fo rm a tio n .

The p ro ta g o n is t  on t h i s  o cca sio n  was S1 who had h i t h e r to  been  " p a s s iv e " . 

By t h i s  tim e , she had s e t t l e d  down to  view .

SI : T h is bush man! H e 's  . . .

There was la u g h te r  a l l  round as  a r e s u l t  o f vehemence w ith  which th e  

w ords w ere  u t t e r e d ,  b u t  t h e r e  was a g re e m e n t w i th  th e  s e n t im e n ts

e x p re s se d .

Bl: The man is always pompous . . .
81 : He s a id  n ew scas te rs  sho u ld  n o t d re s s  w e ll a g a in , [ s ic ]  .

. . That they  sho u ld  n o t o v e rd re s s .  That th e y  sho u ld  pay 
more a t t e n t io n  to  th e  news th e y  a re  re a d in g , a s  i f  they
have to  s tudy  th e  news th ey  a re  re a d in g . . . . When they
d re s s  w e ll, i t  i s  th e  p r id e  o f th e  co u n try , [my em phasis]

Bl : [a f f irm in g ]  Country! Because t h i s  i s  n a t io n a l  som ething 
[TV] you know.

82: And may be th e  s a t e l l i t e ,  maybe you know. . .ehen!

3 2 's  p o in t  was made c l e a r e r  in  subsequen t c o n v e rs a tio n , and t h i s  was 

t h a t  w ith  th e  techno logy  o f s a t e l l i t e ,  i t  may be p o s s ib le  to  p ic k  up th e  

s ig n a ls  beyond th e  n a t io n a l  b o rd e rs . L ike th e  81 in  lo c a t io n  3, 81 had 

s t r e s s e d  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  th e  n e w s c a s t e r 's  d r e s s i n g ,  to  h e r
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a p p re c ia t io n  o f th e  news. She had even p ro je c te d  o th e r  " lo g ic a l"  re a so n s  

why t h i s  must be ad d re sse d . T h is in d ic a te s  how th e se  s u b je c ts  "d e f in e "  

o f news.

In  t h e i r  p ro je c tio n s - , th e y  c i t e d  th e  n ew scas te r in  view [S ienne Razaq -

Lawal] a s  th e  o b je c t  o f th e  m i n i s t e r 's  u t te r a n c e .  T h is  was a n o th e r

s u p p o s i t io n  t h a t  was p re s e n te d  as  a f a c t .  They were b e n t on " f in d in g "  a 

m a lic io u s  m otive f o r  th e  m i n i s t e r 's  a c t io n .  T his i s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  

i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f th e  g e n e s is  o f rumour.

What i s  p ro b ab ly  more i n t e r e s t i n g  fo r  th e  pu rposes o f th e  s tu d y  i s  t h a t  

th e  news was ig n o red . The s u b je c ts  d id  n o t a t te n d  to  th e  in fo rm a tio n  

which was b ro u g h t to  them. R a th e r , th ey  produced t h e i r  own "news" based  

on th e  cues t h a t  th ey  had re c e iv e d  from th e  sc re e n . As a r e s u l t ,  w h ile  

i t  i s  p o s s ib le  fo r  them to  h o n e s tly  say th e y  had w atched th e  news, y e t  

th ey  may n o t be a b le  to  a c c u ra te ly  r e  - p re s e n t  what th e  news had s a id .

T his may be an e x p la n a tio n  fo r  why th e re  was an a p p a re n t d i f f i c u l t y  fo r

many o f th e  s u b je c ts  en co u n te red , to  p re s e n t  a ty p ic a l  accoun t o f a 

n ew scast, even when th ey  had c laim ed  to  have been exposed to  news.

A nother i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a tu r e  o f th e  comments was th a t  w hich r e f l e c t s  th e

"Hypodermic n eed le "  th in k in g  tow ards th e  w orkings of th e  m edia. I t  i s

in t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  th e  v iew ers  them selves h o ld  t h i s  view o f th e  medium.

B l: . . . The on ly  th in g  i s  th a t  he f e e l s  th a t  when S ienne i s
re a d in g , peop le  a re  n o t c o n c e n tra tin g  on th e  news.

S2: [ th a t ]  They a re  lo o k in g  a t  th e  d re s s in g .

Bl : But t h a t  i s  n o t th e  concern  o f t h i s  th in g , [news] The
e ssen ce  o f t h i s  th in g  i s  t h a t  once th e  in s t r u c t io n  i s  
g iv e n  o u t, you w a it fo r  th e  r e a c t io n  of p e o p le . I f  peo p le  
a re  n o t r e a c t in g  p o s i t i v e ly ,  you know th a t  mavbe th e  news 
d id  n o t re a c h , [my em phasis]
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S2: They d o n 't  even know th a t  t h i s  news th ey  a re  re a d in g ; 
th e y  g iv e  news in  th e  m orning, in  th e  even ing  i t ' s  s t i l l  
th e  same news you w i l l  h e a r ,  so you w o n 't pay much 
a t t e n t i o n  to  a l l  o f them. You w i l l  have s e le c te d  a re a s ;  
th o se  ones you d i d n ' t  p ic k  up in  th e  morning, y o u ' l l  j u s t  
l i s t e n  to  them.

The l a s t  comment (by S 2 's )  co n firm s and e x p la in s  in  p a r t ,  an e a r l i e r  

o b s e rv a tio n  -  th a t  th e  s u b je c t s  were s e le c t iv e  in  t h e i r  exposure  to  th e  

v a r io u s  ite m s . The e x p la n a tio n  i s  deemed to  be p a r t i a l  because  i t  does 

n o t ta k e  i n to  c o n s id e ra t io n ,  some o f th e  o th e r  o b s e rv a tio n s  which 

perhaps th e  s u b je c t  was n o t even aware o f .  Some o f th e s e  were seen  

o p e ra t in g , even in  o th e r  lo c a t io n s .  The fo llo w in g  i s  a n o th e r  exam ple.

As H emerged from th e  room, SI p roceeded  to  th e  k itc h e n  to  g e t th e  m eal. 

82 and Bl were engaged by H on p e rso n a l m a tte r s .

Fo llow ing  a momentary m ention o f th e  sad  ev en t about R h a jiv  Ghandi, H 

was b ro u g h t up to  d a te  on th e  s to r y  a s  he had m issed th e  news. By so 

do ing , th e y  a ls o  m issed o th e r  ite m s . T h e re a f te r ,  th e  s ib l i n g s  went on to  

d is c u s s  m a tte rs  o f  p e rso n a l co n ce rn . A gain, i t  was th e  s ig h t in g  o f th e  

p r e s id e n t  in  an a d v e r tis e m e n t, and th e n  th e  s p o r ts  news s to ry  which 

c a p tu re d  th e  i n t e r e s t  o f th e  s u b je c t s .

The fam ily  c o n c e n tra te d  on t h e i r  d in n e r  as  th e  news was rounded o f f .  

There was a l o t  o f " c l u t t e r "  on t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  th a t  any in fo rm a tio n  

coming from th e  s e t ,  had to  perm eate . None th e  l e s s ,  th e  announcement o f 

t h e  n e x t  d a t e  f o r  E n v iro m e n ta l  S a n i t a t i o n ,  w hich  h ad  b e h a v io u r a l  

im p lic a t io n s  was re c e iv e d . The announcement was o f an e x e rc is e  which 

imposed r e s t r i c t i o n s  on movement d u rin g  c e r t a in  hours o f a p a r t i c u l a r  

day. T h is confirm ed  th a t  th e  media was indeed  used  to  g e t in s t r u c t io n s ,  

w h ich  t h e  s u b j e c t s  m ust com ply w i th .  The p r e s e n c e  o f  n o is e  from
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themselves did not obstruct that.

As th e  news came to  an end, OGTV was th e  f i r s t  s t a t i o n  which th e  group 

o p ted  f o r .  The p ic tu r e s  were g ra in y  so LTV was s e le c te d ,  a t  th e  re q u e s t 

o f H. The d e c is io n  was n o t con tended .

T here was a m usical in te r lu d e  on a t  th e  tim e . The p a r t i c u l a r  song b e ing  

f e a tu re d  was a C h r is t ia n  song and S1 hummed a lo n g  to  th e  tu n e . The song 

was in  Yoruba, and so she was n o t q u i t e  su re  o f what i t  s a id .  She 

r e p o r te d  t h a t  she had seen  i t  o f te n  enough, to  have caugh t th e  tu n e . The 

v i s u a l s  had in f lu e n c e d  h e r  l ik in g  fo r  th e  song.

The r e s e a r c h e r  was asked to  t r a n s l a t e  th e  song in to  E n g lish .

"E raa sora Jesu fere de o,
Gbogbo oju ni yio ri, I'awo sanmo.

'Tori lojo oun, ko ma ni si nigbati, nigbati, 
Awawi kan ko si, ko se ni ti yio r'ojo fun o"

Meaning
"Let all watch out, for Jesus will soon return.

All eyes will behold him in the clouds.
And on that day there will be no excuses.

There shall be no advocates helping you plead your case."

Though it was an interlude which they had seen several times, access to 
the verbal message had made them re-evaluate the message as though it 
were new.

They were a l l  touched  b u t th e y  responded  to  th e  m essage I n  d i f f e r e n t  

ways. SI s o b e r ly  pondered on th e  w ords. S2 g o t up to  dance to  th e  m usic. 

B1 t r i e d  to  s i t u a t e  th e  lo c a t io n  where th e  v is u a ls  were s h o t.
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Hitherto, the subjects had only appreciated the melody, and they had 
been struck by the words, "nigbati nigbati" - an appellation which had 
been given to Yorubas by other ethnic groups, because of the frequency 
of the words in narrative conversation.

SI co n tin u e d  fo llo w in g  th e  in t e r lu d e  w h i ls t  th e  o th e rs  had "sw itch ed  

o f f"  th e  v iew in g . But th e y  were s t i l l  m indfu l o f th e  m usic in  th e  

background, S2 was th e  f i r s t  to  com plain  when th e  in t e r lu d e  was removed 

a b ru p tly ,  and re p la c e d  by th e  Yoruba news. A lthough i t  was c l e a r  to  t h i s  

group, t h a t  th e  m usical was an in te r lu d e  and would soon g iv e  way to  th e  

s u b s ta n t iv e  programme, they  ex p ec ted  some c o u r te sy , n o t an ab ru p t 

w ithd raw al even i f  th e  programme had been such th a t  o n ly  rem o te ly  

s u s ta in e d  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t .  I t  was a m a tte r  o f c o u r te sy  as  a n o th e r  s u b je c t  

( in  lo c a t io n  10) a r t i c u l a t e d .  The o ffe n c e  was as  bad h e re ,  a s  i t  was f o r  

th o se  who w ere, in  f a c t ,  more i n t e r e s t e d  in  th o se  in t e r lu d e s ,  (such as 

in  lo c a t io n s  1 and 2 ) .

Though th e y  were n o t very  com petent w ith  th e  language in  which th e  news 

was b e in g  re a d , Bl fo llow ed  th e  v i s u a l s ,  u n t i l  S2 re q u e s te d  th a t  th e  

channel be changed. The re a so n  g iven  was n o t th e  incom petence w ith  th e  

language , i t  was th e  p e rc e p tio n  o f i t  b e in g , " th e  same news a g a in " . T h is  

i s  to  su g g e s t t h a t  th e y  co u ld  have been in t e r e s te d ,  had i t  been a 

d i f f e r e n t  news ( fo r  example th e  CBN new s). The q u e s tio n  h e re  i s  what 

c o n s t i tu te s  "sam eness" in  th e  news. Language had n o t been  id e n t i f i e d  a s  

a mark o f  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  b u t th e  c o n te n t and th e  v i s u a l s .

An NTA channel was selected but it was not consciously watched. The 
discussion programme which came up was rejected, and the group returned 
to the Yoruba newscast on LTV. It was not watched, yet there were no
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moves to  sw itch  o f f  th e  s e t .  I t  l a t e r  came ou t in  th e  co u rse  o f 

c o n v e rsa tio n , th a t  th e  norm al p a t te r n  o f v iew ing a t  such  a tim e would 

have been to  watch a v id e o .

S2 l a t e r  re q u e s te d  fo r  th e  d is c u s s io n  programme, so t h a t  she  cou ld  h e a r  

about th e  "Banking System ". Even when i t  was s e le c te d ,  i t  was n o t 

w atched c o n sc io u s ly . B esides th e  f a c t  th e y  were more in t e r e s te d  in  

s h a r in g  each o th e r 's  e x p e rie n c e s  fo r  th e  day, th e  programme was n o t 

" r e a l"  to  them as r e f l e c t e d  in  8 1 's  o u tb u r s t  in  re sp o n se  to  a cue from 

w ith in  th e  programme.

81: Who a re  th o se  whose s a l a r i e s  can b u i ld  h o u ses . M ention 
them ; m e rc h a n t b a n k e r s .  T e a c h e rs  c a n ' t  b u i l d  h o u s e s  
anymore,

The above r e a c t io n  evoked a d is c u s s io n  on th e  le v e l  to  w hich peo p le  had 

been reduced  as  a r e s u l t  o f th e  i n f l a t i o n .  T his i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  f a c t  

t h a t  a la c k  o f co n sc io u s  a t t e n t i o n  to  a programme, does n o t mean t h a t  

th e  program m e's message i s  l o s t .  B es id es , i t  shows how th e  programme had 

evoked an assessm en t o f  th e  la r g e r  framework than  th a t  m a n ife s t in  i t s  

c o n s tru c t io n .

There i s  a ls o  th e  is s u e  abou t th e  re le v a n c e  o f  th e  programme. T h is  group 

of v iew ers exem plify  th o se  whom th e  programme was supposed  to  t a r g e t ,  

y e t th ey  were as un im pressed  by th e  programme, a s  th e  u n in ten d ed  

au d ien ce . The q u e s tio n  th e r e f o r e  rem ain s , whose i n t e r e s t s  does th e  

programme serv e?

The g ro u p 's  a t t e n t io n  in  v iew ing  g e n e ra l ly ,  soon began to  wane. Bl who 

had in ten d ed  w a itin g  f o r  th e  movies o f th e  day found t h a t  th e  w a it was 

to o  te d io u s .  He th u s  p re p a re d  to  r e t i r e  j u s t  abou t 10.00 p.m. 81 

e x p re ssed  h e r  p re fe re n c e  f o r  drama as  opposed to  f ilm s  anyway.
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si : Drama i s  b e t t e r  th a n  f ilm . . . because  you alw ays have
som ething c l e a r .  When le a rn in g  an y th in g  from dram a, you 
w i l l  see  th e  le s so n  b e t t e r  th a n  f i lm . F ilm , a t  tim es  th ey  
j u s t  end, t h a t  way, th e re  would be no c o n c lu s io n . But fo r  
dram a, w herever i t  ends you have a le s s o n . T here i s  a 
them e. You w i l l  be a b le  to  id e n t i f y  a theme u n l ik e  f i lm s , 
e s p e c ia l ly  oyinbo ones, [ s i c  -  meaning im ported  ones]

The key to  th e  s u b je c t 's  a t t i t u d e  to  f i lm s  i s  in  th e  v ery  l a s t  comment. 

There a re  in v a r ia b ly ,  very  few f i lm s ,  which a re  produced in  N ig e r ia , 

which g e t  sch ed u led  on N ig e ria n  t e l e v i s i o n .  Some o f th e  programmes shown 

a s  movies on c e r t a in  t e l e v i s io n  s t a t i o n s  s t a t i o n s  a re  th em se lv es  dram as, 

n o t  f i l m s .  S u b je c t  d id  n o t  make t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n .  By i n f e r e n c e  

th e r e f o r e ,  what she i s  opposed to ,  as  i s  e v id e n t in  h e r  comment, i s  h e r  

i n a b i l i t y  to  draw co n c lu s io n s  from fo re ig n  p ro d u c tio n s , ty p i f i e d  by 

f ilm s . T here i s  a s im i l a r i t y  in  t h i s  p o s i t io n  and th a t  o f some o th e r  

s u b je c ts  (as  in  lo c a t io n s  6, 8, and 11) who a ls o  d id  n o t l i k e  f i lm s ,  

because o f th e  fo re ig n  a c c e n t; in c o n g ru e n t c u l tu r e ;  and a ls o  th e  

d u ra t io n .  However, th e re  was 32, who p ro fe s s e d  to  b e in g  an a v id  v iew er 

o f f i lm s ;  a h a b i t  she had formed s in c e  b e in g  very  young.

The s u b je c ts  co n tin u ed  th e  d is c u s s io n ,  d ig re s s in g  to  th e  is s u e  o f th e  

( te c h n ic a l )  q u a l i ty  o f th e  s t a t i o n s  t h a t  had se rv ed  them . They a ls o  

e x p ressed  t h e i r  p e rso n a l p re fe re n c e s .  The summary o f t h e i r  d is c u s s io n  i s  

a s  fo llo w s .

i. The television stations in the Eastern part of Nigeria were 
perceived as being deprived of resources, and consequently, they 
deprive the viewers in those parts, of the network programmes. The 
concern expressed was for the "interesting" dramas.

i i .  The s t a t e  owned s t a t io n s  were "very  good" -  b ecau se  they  had 
" s o p h is t ic a te d  equipm ent" and th e y  -  "have good f i lm s ,  any r e c e n t  
f i lm , i f  th ey  s e e , th ey  w i l l  show i t " .  F ilm s a re  b e t t e r  en joyed  
when th e r e  i s  q u a l i ty  r e c e p t io n  -  c l e a r  and sh a rp  p ic tu r e s  and 
"p ro p e r c o lo u r" .

i i i .  P e r s o n a l i ty  t r a i t s  a f f e c t  v iew ing  h a b i t s .  The e x t ro v e r te d ,  p a r ty  -  
go ing  p e rso n  was le s s  in t e r e s te d  in  v iew ing , th a n  th e  home lo v in g  
p e rso n . Even fo r  each  in d iv id u a l ,  th e r e  were c l e a r  d i s t i n c t i o n s  a s
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th e  r o le s  exp ec ted  in  each  phase o f l i f e ,  seemed to  have a f f e c te d  
th e  amount o f v iew ing . T his has a lre a d y  been d is c u s s e d .

The d ep th s  o f th e  above p o in t  go beyond th e  scope o f t h i s  s tu d y , b u t i t  

c e r t a in ly  i s  in t e r e s t in g  to  re c o g n ise  t h a t  p sy ch o g rap h ic  t r a i t s  do 

in f lu e n c e  v iew ing  p a t te r n s .  There i s  s t i l l  need f o r  c a u t io n  in  th e  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f th e s e , e s p e c ia l ly  as th e y  cou ld  be in d i s c r e e t .  For 

in s ta n c e ,  age shou ld  n o t be seen  m erely a s  a la b e l  o f c h ro n o lo g ic a l 

grow th, b u t as  an in d ic a to r  of d is p o s i t io n s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .

The c o n v e rsa tio n  was c a r r i e d  on t i l l  abou t 11.00 p.m. The s e t  was s t i l l  

on b u t i t  was n o t w atched even though th e  s u b je c ts  i n t e r m i t t e n t ly  

shopped round th e  chan n e ls  to  a s s e s s  what was on.

O b se rv a tio n  ended a t  about 11.00 p.m. when th e r e  was no more view ing  

a p p a re n t. The s u b je c ts  were e i t h e r  s ta y in g  up to  c h a t ,  o r  were p o l i t e l y  

w a itin g  fo r  r e s e a rc h e r  to  make h e r  e x i t .  They were c e r t a in l y  do ing  b o th .

Day 3
O b serv a tio n  commenced a t  about 7 .00 p.m. The s t a t i o n  t h a t  was on, was 

OGTV. The group had tuned  in  to  watch A nother L ife ,  and th e re  was 

a b s o lu te  c o n c e n tra t io n . The baby soon became r e s t l e s s ,  and th e  m other 

(S I) had to  p a c ify  h e r .  Soon a f t e r ,  SI had to  g e t th e  f a m ily ’s meal 

r e a d y .  On th e  c o n t r a r y ,  Bl who had  b e e n  t e a c h in g ,  ab an d o n ed  th e  

e x e rc is e ,  when he remembered th a t  i t  was tim e fo r  A nother L ife .  The 

in t r ig u e  in  th e  p lo t  rem ained engaging , (Re. - Day 1 .)  b u t i t  was 

d is ru p te d  by a phone c a l l .

The programme was followed by a musical interlude, and then a Yoruba 
drama.
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At th e  b eg in n in g  o f th e  Yoruba drama, Bl sw itched  th e  c h an n e ls  around . 

He th en  s e le c te d  LTV which had a m usica l programme. S c h o o ls ' C h o ir. 

There was no v i s i b l e  a t t e n t io n  to  th e  programme. The programme was used  

a s  am bience. The ca tch y  melody o f one o f th e  r e n d i t io n s  was a ls o  used  to  

c a jo le  th e  baby, to  e n t ic e  h e r  in to  e a t in g  h e r  food.

H a r r iv e d  e a r ly  from work on t h i s  day . He a r r iv e d  a t  abou t 7 .45  p.m . He 

went s t r a i g h t  in to  th e  room, as  was u su a l w ith  him, to  g e t ready  f o r  h i s  

d in n e r .

T his day, S1 d id  n o t fo llow  him, as she  norm ally  d id . She re q u e s te d  fo r  

th e  c h an n e ls  to  be changed. She was in t e r e s te d  in  a p a r t i c u l a r  drama 

programme from th e  netw ork s e rv ic e  -  The Young Ones.

Her re q u e s t  was prom pted by h e r  knowledge o f th e  sc h e d u lin g  p a t t e r n ,  and 

a rem inder o f what day of th e  week i t  was. I t  was th e  "ad m irab le"  use  o f 

th e  E n g lish  language th a t  made th e  programme a t t r a c t i v e  to  h e r .

B l: W hat's today , Thursday?

SI : No, Wednesday, th e  Young Ones. That Young Ones, th e y  
speak  "oy inbo". Hey! I l i k e  t h e i r  grammar.

D e s p i te  t h e  e n th u s ia s m  w ith  w h ich  th e  program m e was s o u g h t ,  th e  

r e c e p t io n  on th e  channel co u ld  n o t be endured  because o f th e  poor 

q u a l i ty .  The group g ru d g in g ly  re tu rn e d  to  th e  S ch o o ls ' C h o ir. But i t  was 

n o t lo n g  b e fo re  th e  group began to  en joy  th e  programme. The v iew ing  soon 

prom pted a d is c u s s io n  on th e  s t a t e  o f sch o o ls  in  th e  n a t io n .  For t h i s  

g roup, th e  programme was used  as  an in te r lu d e ,  even though i t  was a 

s u b s ta n t iv e  programme. R ath er th an  respond  to  th e  m usic, th e  s u b je c ts  

had found th e  programme, s t im u la t in g  an assessm en t o f th e  e d u c a tio n a l
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system . The programme had th u s  evoked a meaning th a t  was beyond what i t  

was in ten d ed  to  b r in g .

Follow ing  th e  programme, was a s l o t  f o r  p e rso n a l p a id  announcem ents. 

There was a p a r t i c u l a r  announcement which was q u i te  i n s i s t e n t .  There

were s e v e ra l  c o n g ra tu la to ry  m essages to  th e  w ife  o f th e  Lagos s t a t e  

m i l i t a r y  g o v ern o r, who had been c o n fe rre d  th e  t i t l e  o f "Yeye Jagun N la" 

o f Lagos. The s u b je c ts  d id  n o t u n d e rs ta n d  what th e  t i t l e  m eant, because  

o f t h e i r  l im i te d  com petence w ith  th e  Yoruba language. T h is le d  to  a

m isread in g  o f th e  m essage.

S1: What i s  Yeye Jagun Nla?

B l: . . . Yeye, oh, th ey  have f in is h e d  th e se  p e o p le , o r
d o e s n 't  yeye mean som ething u s e le s s ?

T h ere  i s  a Y oruba word s p e l t  y e y e , w h ich  means w o r th l e s s .  The 

p ro n u n c ia tio n  o f t h a t  i s  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  from an o th e r  word, which i s  

a l s o  s p e l t  th e  sam e. T h is  l a t t e r  i s  u s e d  f o r  r e s p e c t a b l e  women; 

l i t e r a l l y  meaning -  m other.

In  th e  absence o f one who was s u f f i c i e n t l y  f a m i l ia r  w ith  th e  i n t r i c a c i e s  

o f th e  language , th e  re a d in g , a t  l e a s t  f o r  th a t  tim e , may have been  

e rro n e o u s . There was however, th e  f a c t  th a t  such a re a d in g , c o n tra d ic te d  

th e  c o n n o ta tio n  o f th e  c o n g ra tu la to ry  m essage. I t  i s  n o t l i k e ly  t h a t  

such a m isre ad in g  cou ld  have endured . T his i s  e s p e c ia l ly  in  view of th e  

communal n a tu re  o f v iew ing , which te n d s  to  g e n e ra te  (group) d is c u s s io n s .  

The s e t  was soon ig n o red , w h ils t  th e  baby was fed . T his was d u rin g  a 

com m ercial b re a k . Though th ey  were n o t v i s ib ly  a t te n d in g  th e  a d v e r ts ,  

one o f th e  a d v e r tis e m e n ts , evoked a g rap ev in e  r e p o r t  on th e  p e rso n a l 

l i f e  o f th e  m a n u fa c tu re r. The p ro d u c t was n o t d is c u s s e d , th e  s e t  was 

ig n o red  as  th e  r e p o r t  was a n a ly se d  and d is c u s se d . T his tr e n d  c o n tin u ed
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even in to  th e  s l o t  fo r  th e  News a t  E ig h t, th e  m ajor new scast on th a t  

c h a n n e l.

The news on ly  became engaging  when th e r e  was an item  on th e  v i s i t  o f 

c e r t a in  Youth C orpers , ( r e c e n t  g ra d u a te s  on n a t io n a l  s e rv ic e )  to  th e  

S ta te  House. There was an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w ith , and th u s  an a f f i n i t y  f o r

th e  s u b je c t s  o f t h i s  news item , hence th e  i n t e r e s t .

F u r th e r  on in  th e  new scast, th e re  was mix up in  th e  f ilm  r e p o r t s .  The

s u b je c ts  blam ed th e  n ew scas te r fo r  t h i s .

81 : Why d id  th ey  n o t b r in g  th a t  o th e r  man? This one whenever 
s h e 's  re a d in g , s h e 's  alw ays a p o lo g is in g . . , Look a t  h e r , 
[unmasked d is d a in  in  h e r  to n e ] . . .  I  p r e f e r  Lekan 
Ogunbanwo's re a d in g , even though h e 's  always making h is  
mouth l i k e  t h i s  [ c o n to r t in g  h e r  fa c e ]

S i ' s  c r i t i c i s m  was e v i d e n t l y  from  h e r  p r e d i s p o s i t i o n  to w a rd s  th e  

n e w sc a s te r . She had n o t been fo llo w in g  th e  news as f a r  a s  one cou ld  s e e , 

b u t she d id  n o t m iss th e  e r r o r  t h a t  was th e r e in  - th e  f a c t  th a t  th e re

was an apology fo r  th e  mix up in  th e  v is u a l  r e p o r t .  The r e a c t io n  was an

i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f th e  su g g e s tio n  th a t  th e  su ccess  of th e  programme was 

lin k e d  w ith  th e  p e rc e iv e d  p e r s o n a l i ty  o f th e  p r e s e n te r .

The r e a c t io n  le d  to  a d is c u s s io n  o f th e  o th e r  n e w sc a s te rs , in c lu d in g  

th o se  from o th e r  s t a t i o n s ,  n o ta b ly , from netw ork. Two q u a l i t i e s  which 

were i d e n t i f i e d  a s  b e in g  im p o rtan t were th e  v o ic e , and th e  f a c i a l  lo o k s . 

The v e ry  o u tb u r s t  i t s e l f  however shows t h a t  a smooth flow  o f d e l iv e ry  

was im p o rta n t. Yet t h i s  had n o t been m entioned. T his i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  

l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  c e r t a i n  r e s e a r c h  m e th o d s in  th e  s tu d y  o f  s u c h  a 

phenomenon a s  t h i s .  V iewers can n o t alw ays be ex h a u s tiv e  in  acc o u n tin g  

fo r  th e  q u a l i t i e s  th a t  d e te rm in e  th e  v iew ing  p le a s u re .

430



The news item  fo llo w in g  th e  above r e p o r te d ,  was one on th e  c a b in e t  

appo in tm en ts  in  Lagos s t a t e .  There was a p a r t  o f th e  g o v e rn o r 's  speech  

a t  th e  ceremony, which a t t r a c t e d  a comment from B l . The comment, was 

B l ' s  q u e r y ,  b u t  i t  was p r o j e c t e d  to  one o f  th e  new ly  a p p o in te d  

com m issioners. T his was based  on h i s  own re a d in g  o f th e  e x p re s s io n s  on 

th e  m an 's f a c e .

TV [G overnor]: By t h e i r  appo in tm en t, th ey  have cea se d  to  be 
c a r e e r  c i v i l  s e rv a n ts .

Bl : [aghast] What does he mean by that? This man does not 
know, o! And he's one of them. He's surprised. He doesn't 
like it . . . He's one of them. . .

There was yet another reading which was another projection, based this 
time on experience.

B1 : The problem  i s  t h a t  once t h i s  man i s  go ing  o u t in  
December, a l l  o f them [w il l  have to  go] b ecau se  new 
governor w i l l  l i k e  to  make new ap po in tm en ts ; th e  peop le  
who h e lp e d  in  p a s s in g  e l e c t i o n s .  So a l l  t h e s e  
appo in tm en ts now a re  go ing  th e r e  to  chop th e  rem ain ing  
som ething [ s ic ]  J u s t  l i k e  my f r ie n d  who was ap p o in ted  
j u s t  a s  he came o u t o f th e  sem inary . . .

[ I n  o t h e r  w o rd s , a l l  t h e  new a p p o in te e s  a r e  o n ly  g o in g  to  h e lp  

th em se lv es  to  what i s  l e f t  o f th e  d e p le te d  p u b lic  fu n d s . T his re a so n in g  

was b ased  on th e  f a c t  t h a t  s in c e  th e  governo r was to  hand over power 

soon , th e r e  was no tim e fo r  th e re  to  be any w orth w h ile  c o n t r ib u t io n  

from th e  new c a b in e t . ]

B l ’s "news ta lk "  a t t r a c t e d  a t t e n t io n  away from th e  r e a l  news. By t h i s  

tim e , b o th  S1 and H r e t i r e d  w ith  th e  baby. R esearch er was l e f t  w ith  Bl 

b e fo re  th e  s e t .
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Both SI and H re-em erged  in  tim e to  c a tc h  th e  t a i l  end o f th e  news, 

f e a tu r in g  in t e r n a t io n a l  news. There was an item  on th e  fu n e ra l  o f R h a jiv  

G handi. T h is  evoked a d is c u s s io n  on th e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f c rem a tio n . Each 

p e rso n  a s s e s s e d  th e  p r a c t i s e  from a  p e rso n a l s ta n d  p o in t .  There was no 

a tte m p t to  re a c h  a co nsensus.

B esides  th e  d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  above, a p r a c t ic e  w hich was a l i e n  to  t h e i r  

c u l tu r e ,  th e r e  were o th e r  a s p e c ts  o f th e  r e p o r t  which was n e g o t ia te d ,  

a g a in s t  p e rs o n a l  s ta n d a rd s ,  ( p re fe re n c e s ) .  The wisdom in  th e  w idow 's 

a c c e p ta n c e  o f th e  in v i t a t i o n  to  run fo r  th e  e le c t io n s  in  h e r  h u sb a n d 's  

s te a d ,  f o r  exam ple. In  t h i s  in s ta n c e ,  th e re  was a consensus a g a in s t  th e  

w idow 's d e c i s io n .  SI was most vehem ently opposed to  th e  d e c is io n .

The n ew scast gave way to  more p e rso n a l p a id  announcem ents. These w ere 

unheeded. They were m ostly  a r e p e a t  o f th e  e a r l i e r  t r a n s m it te d  m essages 

anyway.

LTV's showing o f A nother L ife  succeeded th e  announcem ent. Though i t  was 

acc la im ed , i t  was n o t a tte n d e d  w ith  a s  much c o n c e n tra tio n  a s  th e  e a r l i e r  

show ing. LTV was beh ind  in  th e  e p iso d es  t h a t  i t  showed. W hile A nother 

L ife  was b e in g  shown, SI went in to  th e  k i tc h e n  to  g e t  th e  m eal, and HI 

b ro u g h t H a b r e a s t  o f what had t r a n s p i r e d  d u rin g  th e  day . T here was an 

in t e r m i t t e n t  fo cu s  on th e  programme by B1. The programme had n o t been 

co m p le te ly  ig n o re d .

C o n tra ry  to  th e  above, SI was d e s p e ra te  to  w atch th e  drama The Young 

Ones She a r r iv e d  prom ptly  a t  th e  s e t ,  fo r  th e  programme. The re c e p tio n  

was n o t c l e a r .  H a d ju s te d  th e  a e r i a l  a l l  to  no a v a i l .  R a th e r  th a n  m iss 

th e  programme co m p le te ly , th e  s u b je c t s ,  encouraged on by SI endured  th e
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poor q u a l i ty .  The programme, a drama s e r i e s ,  had th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f b o th  

th e  husband and th e  w ife  (S I , and H ).

T o gether, th e y  t r i e d  to  make sen se  o f th e  programme, e s p e c ia l ly  as  th e y  

had m issed  th e  b eg in n in g , w h ils t  t r y in g  to  improve th e  r e c e p t io n .  In  

do ing  t h i s ,  th ey  re a d  b o th  th e  a p p a re n t and th e  im p lied .

H: So th a t  g i r l  i s  h e r  s i s t e r .

S I: He say s  s h e 's  h e r  s i s t e r .

H: T hat guy i s  p re te n d in g .

Si : The g i r l  does n o t know now, th e  g i r l  has n ever h ea rd  o f a
h a l f  b ro th e r .

R: Was th e  guy t e l l i n g  th e  t r u th ?

H: No! H e 's  t e l l i n g  l i e s ,  so h e 's  a c tu a l ly  p la y in g  th e  p a r t
v e ry  w e ll .  . . I t ' s  a l l  l i e s ,  b u t I  d o n 't  know w hether
h e 's  a c tu a l ly  ly in g  b ecau se , th e  man th a t  s e n t  him to
spy , he went to  s t e a l  h i s  th in g s  and run  ou t a g a in . So I
d o n 't  know which p a r t  he i s  in  now. [ s ic ]

[The boy had s to le n  from th e  man who s e n t  him to  spy , th u s  su g g e s tin g  

th a t  th e  boy was on h is  own m iss ion ]

D esp ite  h e r  c lam ourings and h e r  e f f o r t  to  w atch th e  programme. S i ' s

v iew ing o f th e  programme was s t i l l  in te r r u p te d .  She s t i l l  had to  go to

th e  k itc h e n  in t e r m i t t e n t ly ,  and she a l s o  had to  a t te n d  to  th e  baby. Each

tim e she  re tu rn e d ,  she depended on H to  h e lp  h e r  make sen se  o f what was

going on. At th e  end o f th e  v iew ing , she sp o n tan eo u sly  co n fe ssed  th a t  

she had n o t u n d ers to o d  what th e  programme had been ab o u t.

The fam ily  became en g ro ssed  in  t h e i r  own a f f a i r s ,  n o t heed ing  th e  s e t ,  

when th e  programme came to  an end and a d v e rtise m e n ts  w ere shown. T his 

was u n t i l  SI saw a f a m i l i a r  fa c e ; a fa c e  which rem inded h e r  o f someone 

she knew. Even th e n , th e y  d id  n o t pay a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  message i t s e l f .
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Because i t  was m u sica l, th e  l y r i c s  to  which th e  s u b je c t  had been 

re p e a te d ly  exposed were r e c i t e d ,  w ith o u t g iv in g  i t  much th o u g h t. Because 

th e  song was in  Yoruba, th e  s u b je c t  (S I) had ag a in  m u ti la te d  th e  

m essage. The song, as she sang  i t ,  was u n i n t e l l i g i b l e .

There was an argument abou t th e  sequence o f a com m ercial. I t  tu rn e d  o u t 

t h a t  S1 was wrong, and H who had a more l im i te d  amount o f v iew ing , was 

r i g h t .  T h is  need no t be s u r p r i s in g ,  b ecau se , though he on ly  w atched f o r  

more l im i te d  tim e than  S1, H was p r iv i le g e d  to  have l e s s  in te r r u p t io n s  

in  h i s  v iew ing .

The n a t io n a l  netw ork news came on n e x t .  The group was a t t e n t i v e  to  th e  

news because  th ey  w anted g r e a t e r  d e t a i l s  o f G h an d i's  f u n e ra l .  The 

v is u a ls  from th e  network s e r v ic e  were s t i l l  poor, a s  in  th e  c a se  of th e  

drama which i t  had p re se n te d  e a r l i e r .  Because t h i s  was news, and was to  

be t r a n s m it te d  by even th e  s t a t e  governm ent s t a t i o n s ,  (OGTV, LTV) th e  

s u b je c ts  sea rch ed  round f o r  a s t a t i o n  w ith  b e t t e r  r e c e p t io n .  There was 

none. They o p ted  fo r  th e  s t a t i o n  w ith  th e  b e s t  v i s u a l s ,  and to l e r a b le  

au d io . T h is  ch o ice  seems to  i n f e r  t h a t  th e  v is u a ls  were o f more 

im portance to  th e  aud ience a s  re g a rd s  TV news. E a r l ie r  th e  s u b j e c t 's  had 

m entioned "Looks" as a q u a l i ty  th ey  look  f o r  in  th e  n e w sc a s te r .

The re sp o n se  to  one of th e  item s f u r th e r  confirm s th e  s u g g e s tio n . The 

s to ry  was abou t th e  P re s id e n t who was com m issioning an a g r i c u l tu r a l  

p r o je c t  somewhere. The s u b je c t s ' focus was on th e  a f f lu e n c e  d is p la y e d .

H: Ah! T his i s  a n o th e r  g rand  s t y l e ,  [sh o t in  view , i s  o f a
c a r]

R: What ty p e  o f m otor [c a r ]  i s  th i s ?

H: M ercedes 3 -  d o o rs .
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B1: It's the motor of the emir, [sic]

H: T h a t 's  th e  type th ey  k i l l e d  M urta la  Muhammed in .  I s  i t
s t i l l  in  th e  museum?

The conversation digressed to other matters, taking a cue from the 
above. The news item itself was not attended, with any intense 
concentration. It was the visual cue that had on this occasion, supplied 
a topic for the alternative agenda.

As a n o th e r  news item  was in tro d u c e d  by th e  fem ale n e w sc a s te r , th e  

s u b je c t s ,  h a i le d ,  and s a lu te d  h e r  b e a u ty . A gain, i t  seemed th a t  th e  

s u b je c ts  were more concerned w ith  th e  v is u a l  e lem en ts  o f th e  new scast 

th a n  w ith  th e  aud io  a sp e c ts  of th e  r e p o r t .  The r e p o r ts  which fo llo w ed , 

were " ig n o red "  and th e se  in c id e n ta l ly  la ck ed  fo o tag e  o f a c t u a l i t i e s .

The r e p o r t  which a t t r a c t e d  a " r e la te d "  resp o n se  r e a c t io n  from th e  

s u b je c t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r ly  H and B1 was t h a t  abou t N ig e r ia  g iv in g  f in a n c ia l  

a s s is ta n c e  to  some o th e r  A fric a n  n a t io n .  They wondered ab o u t th e  sen se  

in  N ig e r ia , a tte m p tin g  to  h e lp  so lv e  th e  problem  o f o th e r s  when i t  was 

y e t to  s o lv e  i t s  own. I t  was th e  " i l l o g i c a l i t y "  o f governm ent p o lic y , 

and a c t io n  t h a t  a t t r a c t e d  t h e i r  comment.

The above r e p o r t  had been p receded  by an o th e r  w hich S1 had found 

v i s u a l ly  e x c i t in g .  She had in  f a c t  drawn a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  s p e c ta c le  -  

"See th e  h o rse  i s  d a n c in g ."  Because t h a t  ex p e rie n c e  had d o v e ta i le d  in to  

th e  news item , th e  s u b je c ts  had th e  chance o f r e c e iv in g  th e  s to ry  from 

th e  very  b e g in n in g . In  t h i s ,  we have an i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f how c a r e fu l  

ju x ta p o s i t io n  o f v is u a l s ,  can p u l l  th e  v iew er in to  th e  su b s ta n c e  o f a 

r e p o r t .  The fo llo w in g  a re  exam ples o f how engag ing  th o s e  r e p o r ts
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accompanied with visuals were in this location.

I l l u s t r a t i o n  # 1: R h a iiv  G h an d i's  Iv in a  in  s t a t e :

SI : Oh th e  d au g h te r  and th e  w ife! I  though t they  s a id  he had 
2 so n s .

B l : No i t ' s  a son and a d a u g h te r .

SI : Oh no!

B l: The son i s  20.

SI : Oh no!

B l : The d au g h te r  i s  19,

SI : Oh no!

B1 : You see  now, t h e y ' l l  wound th e se  p eo p le , [ r e f e r r in g  to  
th e  u n c o n tro l la b le  mob, and p o l ic e  c o n t ro l .  T h is  had n o t 
been in c lu d ed  in  th e  r e p o r t]

S I: [o f f i l e  r e p o r t ]  Oh, th a t  was when i t  happened, t h a t ' s  
th e  man.

The r e p o r t  was from th a t  p o in t h eard  in  s i l e n c e ,  on ly
p u n c tu a te d  by SI ex c lam a tio n s  of g r i e f .

I l l u s t r a t i o n  # 2: Winnie M andela 's a r r e s t :

[SI i s  w atch ing  in  between doing  o th e r  th in g s . ]

51 : Look a t  how th ey  a r e  d rag g in g  her!

B l : I t ' s  t r u e  oh!

S I: Ah, Ah! [ex c la im in g  th e  in c re d u lo u s .]

R: I s  t h i s  n o t W innie Mandela? [ to  a s c e r t a in  s u b je c t s '
r e c o g n i t io n  o f th e  c h a ra c te r ]

SI & B l : I t ' s  h e r .

Bl : Look a t  how th e y  a re  push ing  h e r  [ d is b e l ie f ]

S I: S h e 's  th e  one, s h e 's  th e  one. Look a t  h e r , lo o k  a t  h e r .
Oh no! Oh no! [shock and d i s b e l i e f ]

Bl : Yes i t ' s  t r u e ,  i t ' s  an a s s a u l t ,  [a f f irm in g  th e  p o s i t io n
ex p ressed  in  th e  news s to r y . ]
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In  i l l u s t r a t i o n  1 above, SI used  th e  v is u a l  r e p o r t  to  c l a r i f y  th a t  which 

she had a lre a d y  known abou t th e  s to r y .  Whereas she had th o u g h t, th e  man 

was su rv iv e d  by two so n s, she saw him b e in g  mourned by a son, and a 

d a u g h te r . T h is  was e a s i ly  r e g i s t e r e d  to  h e r  e s p e c ia l ly  in  th e  l i g h t  o f 

th e  d i s t r a c t i o n  w ith in  which she view ed.

In  th e  second exam ple, th e r e  i s  a s im i la r  s i tu a t io n ,  where s u b je c ts  

though d is p u t in g  th e  lo g ic ,  o f  what th e y  saw, cou ld  n o t deny th a t  i t  

happened. As a r e s u l t ,  what o r d in a r i ly  would have been in c r e d ib le ,  had 

to  be a c c e p te d  as c r e d ib le ,  because  th e y  had seen i t  happen.

In  b o th  in s ta n c e s ,  th a t  th ey  had seen  th e  a c t u a l i t i e s  from th e  e v e n t, 

had h e ig h te n e d  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  s t o r i e s ,  and in c re a s e d  t h e i r  

u n d e rs ta n d in g  of th e  e v e n t. They were in  f a c t  ab le  to  ta k e  away more 

th an  th e  r e p o r t  was a b le  to  say . (For example th e  tre a tm e n t of th e  mob 

a t  G h an d i's  fu n e ra l)

Both r e p o r ts  w ere, in c id e n ta l ly ,  from in te r n a t io n a l  w ire  s e r v ic e s .  There 

was no such  a t t r i b u t i o n  on th e  news, b u t th e  q u a l i ty  of th e  v is u a l  was 

d i s t i n c t  from th e  u su a l lo c a l  s t o r i e s .  The s u b je c ts  d id  n o t comment on 

t h i s ,  b u t i t  i s  h ig h l ig h te d  h e re  b ecause  o f th e  im p lic a tio n  o f th e  

o b se rv a tio n  to  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f th e  news. . . .

As th e  r e p o r t  co n tin u ed , S1 h e r s e l f  became a sou rce  o f d i s t r a c t i o n  f o r  H 

and B1, R a th er th an  g e t up and do th in g s  fo r  h e r s e l f ,  she  gave 

in s t r u c t io n s  to  S3. These in s t r u c t io n s  had to  do w ith  th e  p r e p a ra t io n  o f 

th e  even ing  m eal. The d i s t r a c t i o n  was c o n sc io u s ly  ig n o red , u n t i l  th e r e  

was a speech  be in g  made by th e  V ice p r e s id e n t .  The s u b je c ts  d id  n o t want 

to  m iss t h a t .
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D esp ite  th e  a s s is ta n c e  t h a t  she had from S3, SI soon had to  g e t up to  

se rv e  th e  even ing  m eal. H had to  a t te n d  to  a g u e s t who a r r iv e d  midway 

th rough  th e  news. I t  was B1 who had a r e l a t i v e l y  u n in te r ru p te d  view ing 

o f th e  news.

There was a re p e a t  exposure  o f th e  c o n g ra tu la to ry  m essages to  th e  

g o v e rn o r 's  w ife  d u rin g  th e  com m ercial b re a k . There was s t i l l  a n e g a tiv e  

re sp o n se  to  th e  m essage. The s u b je c t s  f a i l e d  to  see  th e  need fo r  i t .  

They a ls o  found i t  "b o rin g " . They o b je c te d  to  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e

accompanying v is u a l  was a l i f e l e s s ,  pho to g rap h .

"They should have shown her alive."
"She shou ld  have been dancing  o r  do ing  th e  "Y eye". [-
Mother 3

"Or even v is u a ls  of a s im i la r  ceremony th a t  had been done 
b e f o r e . "

In  s p i t e  o f th e  f a c t  t h a t  th ey  were aw are o f th e  c o r r e c t  p ro n u n c ia tio n s  

and m eaning, th e re  was a p o in t  were SI d e l ib e r a t e ly  m ispronounced th e  

t i t l e ,  th u s  making th e  o b je c t  of a t t e n t i o n ,  ( th a t  i s  th e  g o v e rn o r 's  

w ife ) ,  an o b je c t  o f r i d i c u l e .  T h is was an e x p re s s io n  o f h e r  o b je c t io n  to  

th e  m essage.

"They sho u ld  c a r ry  t h i s  woman away now, we have h e a rd . Yeye 
o f Lagos [pronounced d e l ib e r a t e ly  to  read  The r i d i c u l e  of 
Lagos] .

By th e  t h i r d  segment o f th e  news when th e  s u b je c ts  had a l l  s e t t l e d  down 

b e fo re  th e  sc re e n  a g a in , th e  even ing  meal had been se rv ed  and th e re  was

p ro g re s s iv e ly  l e s s  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  p ro cee d in g s  on th e  news. The on ly

r e p o r t  w hich perm eated  th e  c l u t t e r  was th e  r e p e a t  o f th e  announcement on 

th e  t i t l e  f o r  th e  g o v e rn o r 's  w ife . The s u b je c ts  were th o ro u g h ly  fed  up.
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S I: Ah, ah! what i s  t h i s  now? . . . I t ' s  too  much now. And
i t ' s  f r e e  a d v e rtisem e n t oh! T his i s  how th e y  m isuse ou r 
money. God se e s  you a l l .

This o u tb u r s t  le d  to  an o th e r d is c u s s io n  o f th e  ex ce sses  o f  governm ent. H 

was more c a u t io u s ,  blam ing th e  p o p u lace , and th o se  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  

making th e  d e c is io n s  th a t  p e rm it such announcements on th e  a i r .  He chose 

to  e x c u s e  th e  g o v e r n o r 's  w if e .  I n  c o n c lu s io n ,  e v e n  th o u g h  th e  

p e r s o n i f ic a t io n  o f th e  government was excused , th e  announcement had 

s t i l l  r e in f o r c e d  th e  d i s a f f e c t io n  w hich th e  s u b je c ts  had fo r  th e  

s o c ie ty .

L a te r  on, H m entioned in  p a s s in g , t h a t  he was a n t i c ip a t in g  a programme 

t h a t  w ou ld  f e a t u r e  a p e r s o n a l  a c q u a in ta n c e .  He was to  be on a 

p e r s o n a l i ty  in te rv ie w  on OGTV, b u t th e  programme never came. He f e l t  he 

had been m isin fo rm ed .

A knowledge o f th e  s t a t i o n 's  o p e ra t io n s  su g g e s ts  however, t h a t  th e r e  was 

a l a s t  m inu te re s c h e d u lin g  of th e  programme, which was n o t announced. As 

a r e s u l t ,  H, was d is a p p o in te d . His c a r e f u l ly  p lanned  exposure  was 

f r u s t r a t e d .  Even though he had been inform ed by th e  g u e s t on th e  

program m e h im s e l f ,  t h e  s c h e d u le  was n o t  r e l i a b l e .  T h is  ty p e  o f  

d isap p o in tm e n t does n o t encourage s t a t i o n  lo y a l ty .  I t  i s  l i k e l y  th a t  th e  

d isap p o in tm e n t was ex p erien ced  by o th e r  r e l a t i o n s  and f r ie n d s  o f th e  

g u e s t.

As th e  s u b je c t s  aw aited  th e  programme, th e  Yoruba news came on. H 

lam ented , and excla im ed , -  " S a t e l l i t e  d is h ! "  - he longed  to  have one.

This i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  TV v ie w ers , even in  t h i s  lo c a t io n ,  y ea rn
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fo r  an a l t e r n a t iv e ,  from w hich th e y  b e l ie v e  they  w i l l  have w ider ran g e , 

and so g r e a te r  c o n tro l  on ch o ic e  and b e t t e r  s e rv ic e .

The v a r io u s  chan n e ls  were scanned  to  se e  which had th e  most t o l e r a b le  

s e r v ic e .  They a l l  seemed to  be doing  s im i la r  th in g s .  He endured  because  

o f th e  programme he was a w a it in g . When he r e a l i s e d  th a t  th e  g u e s t on th e  

programme was n o t whom he a n t ic ip a te d ,  th e  programme was n o t a t te n d e d .

The names m entioned w ith in  th e  programme were used  as  th e  cue fo r  o th e r

d e l ib e r a t io n s .  One th in g  le d  to  a n o th e r , w ith in  th e  g ra p e v in e  r e p o r t s ,  

{ p e r s o n a l i t ie s ;  d is e a s e s ;  you th  co rps  scheme; geography o f th e  n a t io n ;  

t r a n s p o r t  in  Lagos)

O b se rv a tio n  ended a t  t h i s  tim e (about 11. 00 p .m .) .  T here was no v iew ing 

a p p a re n t .

Day 4
O b serv a tio n  commenced a t  abou t 8 .30 p.m . S u b jec t had  gone to  th e

h o s p i ta l  to  be w ith  h e r  f r ie n d  who was b e in g  o p e ra te d  upon, th e

fo llo w in g  day . On a r r i v a l ,  she  b u s ie d  h e r s e l f  in  th e  k i tc h e n ,  a lth o u g h  

she popped in to  th e  l iv in g  room in t e r m i t t e n t ly .  The r e c e p t io n  of th e  s e t  

was p o o r. The p ic tu r e s  were g ra in y , and s u b je c t  rem arked t h i s .

S I: A ll th e  s t a t io n s  a re  s ic k  to n ig h t .

Bl who had been a t  home e a r l i e r ,  was a t  th e  s e t .  He seemed to  be 

fo llo w in g  th e  programming. He urged  th e  baby to  respond  to  th e  7 UP Fido 

Dido com m ercial. The a d v e r t  was a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  baby b ecau se  o f th e  

resp o n se  which they  no rm ally  observed  from h e r .

An ad v e rtise m e n t o f a condom came on a t  a tim e when Si was w ith in
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view ing ra n g e . There was a spon taneous r e j e c t i o n  o f th e  m essage.

S1: Shurrup! I  d o n 't  l i k e  t h a t  th in g  th e y  a re  a d v e r t i s in g .

B l: Why, i s  i t  n o t a p ro d u c t?

SI : Maybe I  am p a ro c h ia l abou t i t  [p u b lic is e d  sex  e d u ca tio n ]

E lsew here, some s u b je c t  had seen  th e  p r e s e n ta t io n  te c h n iq u e  as  b e in g  

re s p o n s ib le  f o r  such spontaneous i r r i t a t a b i l i t y  th a t  th e  a d v e r t evoked. 

W hilst th e y  were n o t a g a in s t  th e  message o f b e t t e r  p lanned  fam ily , th e y  

were p u t o f f  by th e  young man knocking  a t  t h e i r  s c re e n , t e l l i n g  them 

what he had chosen to  do. The a d v e r t  was p e rc e iv e d  a s  b e in g  s t i f f ,  and 

u n r e a l i s t i c .

The s t a t i o n  in  view was a s t a t e  governm ent s t a t i o n ,  LTV. I t  was th e  one 

which had th e  most to le r a b le  q u a l i ty ,  o f a l l  th e  c h a n n e ls . None o f th e  

NTA s t a t i o n s  co u ld  be to l e r a te d .  T h is  meant t h a t  th e  programme which was 

a n t ic ip a te d  e a r l i e r  on in  th e  week, "Checkm ates", a soap  o p era  from th e  

netw ork s e rv ic e  cou ld  no t be w atched.

S ince h e r  ch o ice  was n o t a v a i la b le ,  s u b je c t  c o n c e n tra te d  on h e r  ch o res  

in  th e  k i tc h e n .  The s e t  in  th e  meantime was l e f t  unw atched. B efore long  

LTV a ls o  jo in e d  th e  netw ork s e rv ic e  fo r  th e  news.

The Ghandi s to r y  was s t i l l  p rom inen t and i t  s t i l l  evoked th e  sympathy o f 

th e  s u b j e c t s .  U n lik e  t h e i r  r e s p o n s e  t o  th e  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  t h e

announcement o f th e  c h ie f ta in c y  t i t l e  f o r  th e  g o v e rn o r 's  w ife , th ey  d id

n o t show any i r r i t a t i o n  o r  d i s a f f e c t io n .  They seemed p le a se d  th a t  th e y  

cou ld  r e c e iv e  up - d a te s  on th e  e v en t in  In d ia .

There was a l s o ,  an update  on th e  E th io p ia n  s i t u a t io n ,  which had been
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fo llow ed  th rough  th e  week. ( I t  was th e  co u n try  to  w hich N ig e r ia  had 

p ledged  a id  th e  p rev io u s  d a y ) . The s to r y  was s t i l l  eye c a tc h in g , and 

s t i l l  th o u g h t p rovoking . The s t o r i e s  were co n s id e re d  to  be e v e n ts , y e t 

u n fo ld in g , and w orthy o f p u b lic  a t t e n t i o n ,  w hereas, th e  c h ie f ta in c y  

ceremony fo r  th e  g o v e rn o r 's  w ife  was n o t d e se rv in g  o f re p e a te d  m ention , 

even as  p a id  announcem ents. The fo llo w in g  i s  th e  summary o f th e  view s 

which th e  s u b je c ts  took  away from th e  r e p o r t  on E th io p ia .

"The whole of A fr ic a  i s  d r i f t i n g , "

"See E th io p ia , f ig h t in g  hunger; th e  P re s id e n t h as  f l e d  to
Zimbabwe; th e  a c t in g  p re s id e n t  d ism isse d  th e  Ambassador to
Zimbabwe fo r  a c c e p tin g  h im ."

Such v o ic ed  p e rc e p tio n s  o f th e  h ig h l ig h ts  o f th e  news en a b le  th e  group 

to  have a group re a d in g  o f what i s  view ed. Such view s a l s o  h e lp  s e t  th e  

h o u se h o ld 's  agenda fo r  d is c u s s io n .  There was th u s  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  of 

in tro d u c in g  p e rso n a l b ia s e s  in to  th e  re a d in g s

S ince th e  e x i t  o f S2, th e  o th e r  fem ale s u b je c t ,  who was c o n f id e n t and 

know ledgeable of c u r re n t  a f f a i r s ,  such u t te r a n c e s  were from th e  men, (H, 

and B l) .  In  s p i t e  o f h e r  e d u c a tio n , 81 was c l e a r ly  dependen t on o th e r  

members o f th e  group to  make sen se  o f th e  news.

SI was a ls o  th e  most s e le c t iv e  member o f th e  group as  re g a rd s  which news 

item s she  would a t te n d .  There was a tendency  fo r  h e r  to  a t te n d  th e  human 

i n t e r e s t  (an g le  o f)  s t o r i e s ,  o r  th o se  which h e ld  p ro fe s s io n a l  o r  

p e rso n a l i n t e r e s t .  For in s ta n c e  a f t e r  b e in g  g iven  th e  e x p la n a tio n  o f th e  

term s used  in  th e  r e p o r t  on o i l  e x p lo ra tio n ,  SI sw itch ed  o f f  th e  news 

u n t i l  th e re  was a news item  on th e  7 - p o in t  u ltim atum  demands which 

some s tu d e n ts  gave to  th e  f e d e r a l  governm ent. In  re sp o n d in g  to  t h a t ,  

s u b je c t  compared th e  in c id e n t  to  a n o th e r  even t which would a f f e c t  h e r .
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"Maybe th ey  w i l l  c a l l  o f f  t h i s  y e a r 's  C h ild re n 's  day becau se  
o f th e  s tu d e n ts  t h r e a t .  . . "

As o f te n  a s  p o s s ib le ,  S1 d id  n o t a llow  h e r  o th e r  p re  -  o c c u p a tio n s  to  

c o in c id e  w ith  th e  v iew ing o f th o se  item s in  which she co u ld  have a sa y . 

C onversely , th e  tr e n d  was t h a t  she would s l i p  o f f ,  to  a t te n d  to  h e r  

o th e r  c h o re s , when th e  item  was such th a t  she  would have been  s i l e n t  on .

When she  had sw itch ed  o f f  th u s , and th e r e  was an item  which cau g h t h e r

a t t e n t i o n ,  th e r e  was a v i s ib l e  r e tu r n  to  th e  programme. T his was

m a n ife s t e i t h e r  in  h e r  coming to  s i t  b e fo re  th e  s e t ,  o r in  becom ing more

a t t e n t i v e  (u s u a lly  by s i t t i n g  u p ) .

One story which caught the subject's attention thus, was an item from 
the state adjacent to her state of origin.

As was o f te n  th e  c a se , th e  r e p o r t  was watched b u t n o t l i s t e n e d  to .  

R a th er, an a l t e r n a t iv e  r e p o r t  from th e  g rap ev in e  was ru n  a lo n g s id e  th e  

p ro v id ed  v i s u a l s .

" I s  t h a t  n o t Anambra s t a t e  go v ern o r, th ey  say he i s  la z y  . . . "

SI was a g a in  checked by H and Bl who were in t e r e s te d  in  th e  d e t a i l s  o f 

th e  TV r e p o r t .  I t  was about w ater su p p ly . H was i n t e r e s t e d  in  th e  

p ro fe s s io n a l  a n g le  o f th e  r e p o r t .  Again, 81 r e l i e d  on him to  make sen se  

of even th e  v i s u a l s .

81 : What i s  th i s ?

H: I t ' s  a machine to  supply  w a te r , . . So t h i s  th in g  i s
b u i l t  in  th e  r i v e r  bank . . .

There was a convergence o f i n t e r e s t  when th e  re p o r t  was re a d  from a more

g e n e ra l b a se , th an  th a t  which th e  news p re s c r ib e d . By a s s o c ia t in g  th e
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town in view with an acquaintance, interest in the story increased. 
Despite the poor quality of the report, the subjects were so keen on it 
that they increased the volume, and endured the noise.

H; This is --- 's village.
SI : Ehen see erosion.

There was soon a break in transmission from the studios. The subjects
could thus not pursue their interest in the report to a logical
conclusion. They searched round the various channels to see if the
problem was a localised one. But it was not. The fault was from the
network service itself, and it contributed to their view of the service.

"This NTA is useless! How can they be casting news and the
thing will just trip off?" [sic]

The above outburst is indicative of the value that the subjects
themselves placed on the news. Even SI who’s interest in the news was 
"superficial" was concerned, when she came out from the bedroom, the 
first question she asked was if the newscast was over.

When the network transmission resumed, there was a commercial news item. 
As a result, the station on which the subjects were viewing, (OGTV)
broke off from network for the duration of that news item. The subjects 
were initially confused as to what was going on. They wondered if there 
was another power failure. They shopped around other stations, and the 
reason why the station had broken off from the network service became 
clear.

Irrespective of the fact that they had missed the beginning of the 
story, they heard and saw enough for them to conclude thus, - 

"Okay, it's a commercial story."
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Shopping around th e  ch an n e ls  was r e l a t i v e l y  e f f o r t l e s s ,  a s  th e y  used  th e  

rem ote c o n t ro l .  T his tim e, i t  was H who was in  p o s se ss io n  o f th e  g ad g e t. 

In  h is  ab sen ce , Bl was u s u a l ly  in  c o n tro l  s in c e  he w atched more 

a t t e n t i v e ly  anyway. That meant t h a t  SI made h e r  r e q u e s ts  th ro u g h  them. 

They cou ld  th en  a s s e s s  th e  re q u e s t ,  a g a in s t  t h e i r  own p re fe re n c e . I t  

seemed lo g ic a l  to  do so , i f  th ey  were going  to  be sa d d le d  w ith  th e  

c h o ic e . T h is was a r e p l i c a  of th e  p a t t e r n  observed  amongst th e  c h i ld re n  

in  lo c a t io n  3. There was a peck ing  o rd e r  f o r  th e  c o n tro l  o f th e  g ad g e t. 

I t  was in  th e  absence of th e  men th a t  she (SI) r e a l l y  ev e r took  

p o s s e s s io n  o f  th e  re m o te  c o n t r o l .  T h is  p e c k in g  o r d e r ,  was a l s o  

in d ic a t iv e  o f th e  o v e ra l l  c o n t ro l  in  th e  home.

That th e  s t r u g g le s  w ith in  th e  media a re  re p o r te d  in  o th e r  m edia, has 

h e lp e d  to  in fo rm  v ie w e rs  o f  p r o d u c t io n  p r a c t i c e s .  T h is  seem s to  

c o n t r ib u te  to  th e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f what i s  seen  and h e a rd . The knowledge 

o f th e  p o l i t i c s  and econom ics of b ro a d c a s tin g , e i t h e r  re c e iv e d  from 

p e rso n a l a c q u a in ta n c e s , o r  from th e  ta b lo id s  and o th e r  p u b l ic a t io n s ,  

made th e s e  s u b je c ts  f a m i l ia r  w ith  th e  ( in e x p l i c i t )  te n s io n s ,  t h a t  

u n d e r l ie  th e  m a n ife s t m essages. There have been s e v e ra l  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  of 

th e  p o in t .

The rest of the news was received in the already noted pattern. The 
subjects having taken the cue from the news item, pursued their own line 
of dialogue. At times these complemented the story, at other times they 
were independent of what was being said. At such times they constituted 
a distraction to the intended message. The subjects had their own 
interpretation of the agenda which the news provided.
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The following is an example of a news item which the subjects merely 
used as a cue to run their own commentary, not necessarily relying on 
the information that the news had to supply.

World Health Organisation's (WHO) appointment for the Health minister.
"Eeeiil [excitement] He's the best minister , honestly!"

[Bl's outburst captured the unanimous feeling.]

Nigeria Polythecnic Games, (NIPOGA)

The report was more captivating. Because it was sports, and 
the trend was unpredictable, the subjects could not easily 
ignore the details of the information that the news 
contained. In this instance, their commentaries were 
complimentary to the report. There was vicarious 
participation in the visual report.
"Hey, this is fast!" [of the race]
"Good! She did a nice jump." [the high jump was applauded]
"In short, Kaduna Poly should win, Hausas know this game very 
well, and they are tall." [of the basketball]

The visual report had been a montage of the highlights of the games. The 
subject could only attempt to predict the sequence of events in the 
basketball game. It was an event that was more open to speculation. The 
outcome of the league was not yet known, unlike in the case of the 
races, which had been decided on the spot.

A similar pattern was noticeable in the reception of other sports story. 
The story was about the national football team. Having heard the details 
of the story, the subjects proceeded to make predictions on the outcome 
of the matches. Whilst they were doing this, they missed the lead 
sentence in the next news item. Their interest was only re - captured 
when they sighted the photograph of "a church leader". The man was not
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known to  them, b u t h i s  id e n t i t y ,  was re a d , from h is  d r e s s in g .  They had 

m issed th e  le a d  se n te n c e  which was read  b e fo re  th e  pho tograph  was shown. 

I t  was when th e  pho tograph  of th e  man re p la c e d  th e  sh o t o f th e  

n ew scas te r  t h a t  one o f th e  members o f th e  group wondered a loud  -  

" I s  he dead?"

As though in  r e p ly ,  to  th e  qu ery , th e  r e p o r t  co n tin u ed  by enum erating  

th e  s u rv iv o rs  o f th e  d eceased . T h is i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  s u b je c t s ' aw areness 

o f th e  c o n v en tio n s  of th e  news. I t  was as  a r e s u l t  of t h i s  t h a t  i n t e r e s t

in  th e  s to r y  was a ro u sed . They t r i e d  to  f ig u r e  ou t th e  s p e c i f i c  i d e n t i t y

of th e  d ece ased . The chequered  v iew ing o f th e  news co n tin u e d  t i l l  th e

end of th e  n ew scas t.

T h e r e a f t e r ,  SI had  a s p o n ta n e o u s  o u t b u r s t  w h ich  e x p l a i n s  h e r

u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f th e  p a t te r n s  w ith in  th e  new scast. I t  a l s o  in d ic a te s

what a s p e c ts  o f  th e  new scast she v a lu ed .

S1 : I f  you j u s t  g e t th e  h e a d l in e s ,  y o u 'v e  heard  e v e ry th in g .
So you know what th ey  do now, t h e y ' l l  re a d  th e  most 
i n t e r e s t i n g  item  l a s t  because  th ey  know peop le  d o n 't  w a it 
to  l i s t e n  any  m ore a s  so o n  a s  t h e y 'v e  h e a r d  th e  
h e a d l in e s .

In  o th e r  w ords, b u t f o r  one in t e r e s t i n g  item  a t  th e  end, she  need n o t 

have view ed th e  news in  i t s  e n t i r e t y .  W atching th e  h e a d l in e s  would have 

s u f f ic e d .  T h is  summation e x p la in s  th e  a t t i t u d e  which she  b ro u g h t to  th e  

v iew ing e x p e r ie n c e . Her " s u p e r f ic ia l "  i n t e r e s t  to  a b e t t e r  p a r t  o f th e  

new scast i s  th u s  accoun ted  f o r .

F o llow ing  th e  news was a n o th e r  com m ercial b re a k . There was an a d v e r t  o f 

th e  R ig h t Time condoms fo r  which she had e a r l i e r  ex p re ssed  h e r  d i s l i k e .  

Her a t t i t u d e  a s  observed  a t  t h i s  p o in t  was c o n s is te n t  w ith  th e  e a r l i e r
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o b se rv a tio n . She d id  n o t mask h e r  in to le ra n c e  fo r  th e  a d v e r t  a t  a l l .  She 

snapped a t  th e  t a l e n t  who was g iv in g  th e  te s t im o n ia l .

"S top knocking on my s c r e e n ."

The a t t e n t i o n  g e t t in g  d e v ic e , whereby th e  man knocked on th e  TV sc re e n  

b e fo re  g iv in g  h i s  te s t im o n ia l  message had back f i r e d .  Though he had 

succeeded in  g e t t in g  th e  s u b j e c t 's  a t t e n t io n ,  and he had g o t h i s  m essage 

a c ro s s , he had a ls o  re p u ls e d  th e  s u b je c t .

There was another commercial which attracted her interest, because of
th e  " t a l e n t "  employed in  th e  a d v e r t .  She was f a m i l ia r  w ith  th e  a c t r e s s

and had l ik e d  th e  r o le  she  p la y ed  in  a n o th e r  drama. She w atched th e

ad v e rt b ecause  o f t h i s  a c t r e s s ,  b u t th e r e a f t e r ,  she ex p re ssed  h e r

d isa p p ro v a l f o r  th e  te c h n iq u e  employed in  th e  com m ercial.

S1 : T hat a d v e r t i s  n o t a good one. I t ' s  condemning o r 
c r i t i c i s i n g  o th e r  banks in s te a d  of prom oting t h e i r s .

B l; Yes t h a t ' s  what a d v e r ts  a re  supposed to  do now!

H: I f  th e y  had m entioned any p a r t i c u l a r  bank i t  i s  a
d i f f e r e n t  th in g .

The a d v e r t d id  n o t use  a d i r e c t  com parative  te c h n iq u e , in  which ca se  i t  

d id  no t m ention  th e  name o f th e  c o m p e tito rs . I t ,  however, f e a tu re d  th e  

known la p s e s  in  th e  s e r v ic e s  o f th e  o ld e r  banks. I t  on ly  s to p p ed  s h o r t  

of m ention ing  t h e i r  names. I t  was th u s  n o t p o s i t iv e  in  i t s  approach  as  

SI had o b se rv ed . But th e r e  was an ap p a re n t d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  re a d in g  

w ith in  th e  g roup , and t h i s  i s  even more g la r in g  w ith  th e  re a d in g  in  th e  

fo llo w in g  r e p o r t .

The a d v e r t was a c o rp o ra te  a d v e r t  fo r  th e  Venus range  of p ro d u c ts . S i ' s  

c r i t i c a l  r e a c t io n ,  was v e ry  c o n t ro v e r s ia l ,  a lm ost d e g e n e ra tin g  in to  an
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argum ent. Whereas th e  o th e rs  took  th e  m essages fo r  th e  in fo rm a tiv e  v a lu e  

a lo n e , SI an a ly se d  th e  message fo r  th e  innuendoes, and th e  im p lic a tio n s  

o f su c h  to  h e r  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s .  H and  Bl fo u n d  t h i s  to  be  

in s u f f e r a b le .

SI : F i f te e n  n a i r a ,  I  w o n 't buy i t .  Venus h a i r  p ro d u c t! .  . .
Even i f  th ey  s o ld  i t  f o r  f iv e  n a i r a ,  any th in g  Venus.

R: Why i s  th a t?

Si : . . . Venus i s  a goddess who u sed  to  be w orshipped in  Rome 
in  th o se  d ay s . I  u sed  to  u se  Venus. . , F a th e r  p le a s e
fo rg iv e  me.

H: . . .  I f  you d i d n ' t  go to  s c h o o l, I  w on 't have laughed .
So you a re  w orsh ipp ing  Venus i f  you use  th e  p ro d u c t?  . . .

The argum ent was p r o tr a c te d ,  and in  th e  m eantim e, th e  TV was ig n o red . In  

f a c t  a f t e r  t h a t ,  th e  v iew ing  atm osphere had become te n s e .

By th e  tim e th e re  was calm , i t  was th e  e x c e rp ts  o f th e  M in is te r  o f 

E d u c a tio n 's  n a tio n -w id e  speech , to  s tu d e n ts  th a t  was on. There was no 

v i s ib l e  a p p re c ia t io n  o f t h i s ,  H and Bl made i t  c le a r  t h a t  th e y  were on ly  

w a itin g  fo r  C h r is t ia n  B ro ad ca stin g  Network (CBN) news. The em otions were 

h ig h  s tru n g , and i t  was in  t h i s  mood t h a t  th ey  w atched, a s  th ey  aw aited  

th e  programme of t h e i r  c h o ic e .

There was m usical in t e r lu d e  fo llo w in g  th e  speech , w h ils t  th e y  w a ite d . I t  

was t h i s  t h a t  th ey  responded  to .  The m usic ian  was a N ig e ria n  Reggae 

a r t i s t e ,  and i t  i s  n o t c l e a r  i f  i t  was h i s  perform ance o r  h i s  appearance 

which s tru c k  a f a m i l ia r  chord .

B l: T his boy i s  j u s t  l i k e  P e te r  Tosh o r  Bob M arley.

T his was th e  ic e  b re a k e r , and "norm al" c o n v e rsa tio n  was resumed in  th e  

group

SI : Yee, see  now, se e  South A fr ic a !
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B l: I  d o n 't  know what w i l l  happen in  t h a t  South A f r ic a .

H: What of h e re  in  N ig e ria?

B1 : I f  th ey  leav e  a b la c k  man to  r u le  in  t h a t  c o u n try , i t
w i l l  be l i k e  h e l l .  See how th e y  have s t a r t e d  f ig h t in g  
s in c e .  . .

H: What of Angola?

Bl : They a re  s t i l l  f ig h t in g  you know? Cuba i s  su p p o rtin g  
A ngola, and R ussia  and America i s  su p p o r tin g  ÜNITA th e  
r e b e l  group, [ s ic ]

H: What i s  t h e i r  own? [ i ,  e . b u s in e s s ]

Bl : I  b e l ie v e  they  s e t  up th e se  t r o u b le s  so th e y  can s e l l
t h e i r  am m unitions.

SI : [ s h i f t i n g  a t t e n t io n  to  w r i t t e n  c r e d i t s ]  R igh teous on 
f i r e !

H: R igh teous on f i r e ,  t h a t ' s  an id io m a tic  e x p re s s io n . . .
s e e  i f  t h e r e 's  a b e t t e r  th in g  on. [ to  B l, who had th e  
rem ote c o n tro l]

Even in  th e  above , th e  d iv e rg en ce  in  th e  re a d in g  i s  a p p a re n t.  Though 

a l l  th e  s u b je c ts  a re  a n a ly t i c a l ,  H and Bl a re  on a d i f f e r e n t  co u rse  from 

SI . In  th e  l a s t  sen ten c e  fo r  in s ta n c e , H had d e l ib e r a t e ly  s h i f t e d  th e  

l i n e  o f th o u g h t from S i 's  to  avo id  a n o th e r  c o n f ro n ta t io n .

Though i t  was SI who f i r s t  vo iced  th e  re c o g n i t io n  o f th e  a t r o c i t i e s  in  

S o u th  A f r i c a ,  sh e  was o n ly  r e s p o n d in g  t o  a cu e  from  th e  so n g , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  th e , v is u a ls  which accom panied th e  song. These showed th e  

p l ig h t  o f (presum ably) th e  peop le  o f South A fr ic a  th e m se lv es .

In  a v o id in g  th e  impending c o n f ro n ta t io n ,  H had to  f o r f e i t ,  th e  programme 

which he a w a ited . T his was n o t i n t e n t i o n a l ,  b u t in  th e  p ro c e ss  o f 

s e a rc h in g  round th e  o th e r  ch an n e ls  fo r  a l e s s  te d io u s  programme, what he 

d e sc r ib e d  a s  a " b e t t e r  programme", Bl found a movie which proved  to  be 

more i n t e r e s t i n g  to  him th a n  th e  news he had been w a it in g  f o r .
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By t h i s  tim e , SI had l o s t  any i n t e r e s t  in  v iew ing . T here was s t i l l  th e  

te n s io n  which r e s u l t e d  from th e  resp o n se  o f o th e rs  to  h e r  s t r o n g ly  h e ld  

p e rso n a l a t t i t u d e .  The medium o f r e la x a t io n ,  had th u s  become a  so u rce  o f 

te n s io n .  Yet i t  was n o t th e  medium th a t  produced th e  te n s io n ,  i t  was th e  

re a d in g  o f th e  message from th e  medium, based  on p re v io u s ly  h e ld  

a t t i t u d e s .

O b se rv a tio n , ended on t h i s  day a t  about 10.30 p.m.

Day 5

S u b jec t was n o t a v a i la b le  fo r  o b se rv a tio n  on Day 5.

Day 6

This S a tu rd ay  was a n a t io n a l  E nvirom ental S a n i ta t io n  day . hence th e r e  

was a r e s t r i c t i o n  on movement between th e  hours of 7 .00  and 10.00 a.m . 

E nvirom ental S a n i ta t io n  days a re  s e t  a p a r t ,  by d e c re e , f o r  p eo p le  to  

c le a n  th e  environm ent o f t h e i r  homes. In  th e  even t t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t 

done, and th e  r e s t r i c t i o n  on movement was s t i l l  e n fo rc e d , a s  i t  alw ays 

i s  on th o se  d ay s , i t  can be im p lied  th a t  th e re  i s  a group o f " c a p tiv e "  

peop le  who a re  a p o te n t i a l  aud ience fo r  TV v iew ing .

On t h i s  day, th e  s u b je c t  had th e  ch o ice  o f 2 s t a t io n s  w hich commenced 

tra n sm is s io n  a t  7 .00  a.m . -  OGTV, and LTV. Because th e  r e c e p t io n  from 

OGTV was r a th e r  p oo r, she  was e f f e c t iv e ly  l e f t  w ith  no c h o ic e  o th e r  th a n  

LTV, even though some o f h e r  n e ig h b o u rs , had th e  p r iv i l e g e  o f s e e in g  

more c h a n n e ls . She was l im ite d  on a day l i k e  t h i s  to  th e  s e r v ic e s  o f a 

s in g le  ch an n e l. T his S a tu rday  was one o f th e  few S a tu rd ay s  t h a t  H was 

f r e e  from work. S2 and Bl had a ls o  re tu rn e d  to  t h e i r  own b a s e s .  I t  was
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th u s  a tim e when th e  cou p le  had t h e i r  p r iv a c y . They sp e n t a b e t t e r  p a r t  

o f th e  day to g e th e r ,  and t h e i r  p r iv a c y  had to  be re s p e c te d . A lthough 3 

c a l l s  were made e a r l i e r  on in  th e  day, th e  f a c t  th a t  th ey  were n o t ,  on 

a l l  o c c a s io n s  e a s i ly  a c c e s s ib le ,  meant t h a t  o b se rv a tio n  d id  n o t commence 

u n t i l  th e  e a r ly  even ing , when H had gone o u t.

I t  i s  n o t c l e a r  i f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e re  were "a lo t "  o f Yoruba language 

program m es in  th e  m o rn in g  h ad  a n y th in g  t o  do w ith  s u b j e c t ’ s 

in a t te n t iv e n e s s  to  th e  programm ing. What was c l e a r  however was th e  f a c t  

t h a t  th e r e  were l o t s  o f ch o re s  to  do o r  s u p e rv is e . T his i s  b e s id e s  th e  

f a c t  t h a t  H was a ls o  to  be a t te n d e d  to ,  as  w ell as th e  baby. S a tu rd ay  i s  

th e  on ly  day th a t  SI was f r e e  o f o b l ig a t io n s  th a t  took  h e r  o u ts id e  th e  

home in  th e  m ornings. On weekdays she went to  work, and on Sundays she 

went to  ch u rch .

As dusk fell, the reception quality had improved. "Icheoku" a local 
comedy in Igbo/English was watched from one of the NTA channels when 
observation began.

The comedy was s e t  in  th e  c o lo n ia l  tim e s . The "E ng lish"  c o u r t ,  was in  

Igbo la n d , and th e  comedy c e n tre d  around th e  in a c c u ra te  t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f 

th e  c o u r t  c l e r k ,  who was th e  l in k  betw een th e  m a g is tra te ,  and th e  lo c a l  

p eo p le . The programme was th u s  in  E n g lish  and Igbo, b u t i t  d id  n o t have 

any sub -  t i t l e s .  This meant t h a t  one who was n o t com petent in  b o th  

languages on ly  had p a r t i a l  a c c e s s  to  th e  programme. Such a v iew er had to  

make in fe re n c e s  from t h a t  w hich (s )h e  cou ld  u n d ers tan d  from what was 

seen , and s a id .  In  t h i s  in s ta n c e  th e  s u b je c ts  (S I, and S3) were 

c o m p e te n t i n  b o th  la n g u a g e s ,  and  so  had  no su ch  p ro b le m s . They 

th o ro u g h ly  en joyed  th e  programme. S i 's  v iew ing was w ith o u t r e s t r i c t i o n s .
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She was in  c o n tro l  of th e  v iew ing  s e s s io n ,  as  S3 was ju n io r ,  and 

th e re f o r e  su b o rd in a te  to  h e r .  Her commentary was n o t d isp u te d  as had 

been th e  ca se  when o th e rs  were around . I t  was an e n te r ta in in g  ex p erien ce  

fo r  h e r .

There was a verb a tim  r e p o r t  o f th e  v iew ing  e x p e rien ce  a s  th e  v iew ing 

p r o g r e s s e d .  T h is  was p o s s i b ly  b e c a u s e  s u b j e c t  was aw are  o f th e  

r e s e a r c h e r 's  incom petence w ith  th e  Igbo language . She th u s  assumed th e  

r o le  of a t r a n s l a t o r ,  so t h a t  th e  r e s e a r c h e r ,  h e r  g u e s t,  would n o t be 

l e f t  o u t o f th e  " h i la r io u s "  e x p e rie n c e .

In  th e  p ro c e ss  of t r a n s l a t i n g ,  she  a l s o  had to  e x p la in  some a sp e c ts  o f 

th e  Igbo c u l tu r e  in  which some a c t io n s  o r  u t te r a n c e s  were ro o te d . T h is  

was to  a s s i s t  th e  "co -  v iew er" , in  t h i s  ca se  th e  r e s e a rc h e r ,  in  

a p p re c ia t in g  th e  f u l l  im port o f th e  m essage.

The programme was w atched a t t e n t i v e l y .  A lthough th e r e  were c h i ld r e n

p re s e n t d u rin g  th e  v iew ing , th ey  were ig n o re d .

The viewing. Icheoku: Fmeaning the parrot]
The m a g is tra te  asked fo r  th e  c u l p r i t .  The in t e r p r e ta t io n  of 
t h i s  made th e  s u b je c t  lau g h .

SI : The i n t e r p r e t e r  s a id  "Who i s  c a l le d  P re t  h e re? "  ; th a t  
whoever i s  c a l le d  P re t  sho u ld  come o u t;  th a t  th e  law yer wants 
him. [law yer meaning th e  m a g is t r a te .]  . . . Nobody came o u t, 
nobody i s  c a l le d  P r e t ,  You know, c u l -  p r i t ,  [ in t e r p r e te d  as 
-  c a l l  P re t]

[A fte r  a bou t o f la u g h te r ]
S1 : He [ th e  m a g is tra te ]  s a id  why a re  th e  women so f a t ;  th en  

he [ th e  i n t e r p r e t e r ]  s a id ,  th e y  e a t  a b a sk e t o f egg 
everyday . Somebody c a n 't  f i n i s h  a b a sk e t of egg. I t ' s  no t 
p o s s ib le .

51 : [echo ing  th e  TV c h a ra c te r ]  "No p le n ty  t i e f  h e re"  ~ 
p l a i n t i f f .  [No p le n ty  t h i e f  h e re ]  Ehen i s  th e r e  anybody 
who s t e a l s  h e re? "  P l a i n t i f f .  " Je su s  wept"
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Ehen uhun [as she fo llow ed  th e  c h a r a c t e r 's  u t te r a n c e s  in  th e  
lo c a l  language . Then she exclaim ed] See ohl h e 's  b e in g  rude 
to  him [ th a t  i s ,  to  th e  m a g is t r a te ] .

S i:  . . . " i t ' s  b e l ly "  That th e  w ife  a t e  ch icken  and a te  i t
a lo n e , in to  h e r  own stom ach in s te a d  o f c a l l i n g  th e  
husband. C ourt c le r k  says th e  w ife  k i l l e d  a c h ic k e n , and 
a t e  i t s  b e l ly ,  and i t s  now i t s  b e l ly ,  th e  c h ic k e n 's  
b e l ly .  . . t h a t  i s  th e  g iz a rd .  [ s ic ]

(The m a g is tr a te  seemed to  be b e t t e r  a b le  to  make s e n se  o f th e  
s to r y ,  th a n  th e  c o u r t c le r k .  S u b je c t proceeded  to  g iv e  
e x p la n a tio n  which s i t u a t e s  th e  s to r y  l i n e  in to  a c u l tu r a l  
c o n te x t )

You know in  Ib o lan d , a woman i s  n o t supposed to  e a t  [ th e ]  
g iz a rd .  Anytime you k i l l ,  [a  b ird ]  th e  g iz a rd , you s h o u ld n 't  
e a t .  You shou ld  keep i t  fo r  your husband. And th e  h e a r t  i s  
f o r  th e  f i r s t  d au g h te r of th e  house; w hether [ i t  be] fow l; 
g o a t;  an y th in g ; you keep th e  h e a r t  o f th a t  th in g  [ s ic ]  You 
must keep i t  fo r  th e  f i r s t  d au g h te r  o f th e  house . So t h i s  
man, [ th e  l i t i g a n t ]  maybe b e a t h i s  w ife  up because . . . [he 
th o u g h t she a te  up th e  g iz a rd  meant f o r  him]

Note how th e  f u l l  im port o f th e  message i s  c u l tu r e  bound. Access in to

th e  programme th u s  re q u ire s  more th a n  a w orking knowledge o f th e

language .

In  f a c t ,  b e s id e s  th e  s to ry  l i n e ,  th e r e  were even some a s p e c ts  
o f th e  programme, which re q u ire d  an u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f th e  
c u l t u r a l  c o n te x t to  make sense  o f such , ( th e  d r e s s in g  fo r  
in s ta n c e )

T here humour in  th e  programme was c e n tre d  around th e  
a b s u r d i t i e s  in  th e  c o u r t  room. T here was a p la y  on words, 
w ith  th e  t r a n s l a t o r ,  s u b s t i tu t in g  words, l ik e  t r a n s l a t i n g  
g iz a rd  a s  l i z a r d ;  ic e d  w ate r as eyes w ate r -  t e a r s ;  bush man, 
one who i s  uncouth , as  one who owns la n d . The f r u s t r a t i o n s  of 
b o th  h im se lf  aind th e  e x p a t r ia t e  m a g is tr a te  were h ig h l ig h te d ,  
w h i ls t  th e  m a g is tra te  was im perv ious to  h i s  own, o f te n  
i n s u l t i v e  o u tb u r s ts .

The m a tte r  was e v e n tu a lly  re s o lv e d . The man was p u n ish ed  fo r  
th e  u n ju s t  punishm ent he had meted o u t to  h is  w ife . I t  tu rn e d  
o u t t h a t  th e  man had e a te n  th e  g iz a rd ,  when he was to o  drunk
to  know. But he had proceeded  l a t e r  to  t r e a t  th e  w ife  w ith
ignom iny, w ith  th e  a s s is ta n c e  o f o th e r  women in  th e  v i l l a g e .
They were a l l  p un ished .

The m a g is tr a te  had been a p p a lle d  by th e  custom ary co n cep t of 
j u s t i c e .  However t h a t ,  had n o t th e  is s u e  a t  s ta k e .  The is s u e
had been  th a t  o f th e  m isc a rr ia g e  o f th e  " ju s t i c e " .
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Though i t  was a comedy, and th e  humour was en joyed , th e  s to r y  l i n e

a ffo rd e d  th e  s u b je c t  an o p p o rtu n ity  to  q u e s tio n  some a s p e c ts  o f th e

c u l tu r e .

SI : [w ondering why th e  women of th e  v i l l a g e  were pun ished ]
What d id  th e  women do now? Maybe Umuwanyi . . . You know 
what happened, I 'm  su re  th e  women went to  f i g h t  in  th e  
O sakwe's house [ th a t  i s  th e  c o u p l e / l i t ig a n t s ]  b ecau se  you 
know in  Ib o lan d , t r a d i t i o n a l l y  once you a re  m a rried  in to  
a  v i l l a g e ,  th e n  th ey  i n i t i a t e  you in to  th e  m a rried  women 
m eetin g , t h i s  c lu b . I f  your husband d e a ls  w ith  you, i f  
you go and r e p o r t  to  th o se  o th e r  women, you know, they  
w i l l  come and d e a l w ith  your husband.

T hose d a y s ,  th e y  w i l l  come w ith  p o t s ,  b ro o m s, and  
e v e r y t h in g  to  show t h a t  th e y  a r e  on a k in d  o f  
d e m o n s tra tio n . . . You have to  p a c ify  them.
Those d ays, th ey  w i l l  beg them and a p o lo g ise . I f  he has
wronged th e  w ife , th ey  w i l l  ta k e  th e  woman away, and say 
b e fo re  th e  woman comes back, th e  man w il l  pay t h i s  -  he 
w i l l  buy w rapper, he w i l l  buy som ething, he w i l l  buy 
d r in k s  fo r  a l l  th e  women. But th e se  days, they  w i l l  j u s t  
come and make t r o u b le .  You c a n ' t  do an y th in g  to  them 
r e a l l y .  . . These d ays, i f  your husband o ffe n d s  you, o r  
i f  your husband d r iv e s  you away, o r  i f  th e re  i s  a problem  
you know you c a n ' t  s e t t l e ,  you w i l l  j u s t  go and r e p o r t  to  
th o se  U m uarulalu, th en  they  w i l l  come to  th e  m an 's house 
and make t r o u b le .  . . I t  s t i l l  happens now.

At th e  end o f th e  acc o u n t, th e  s u b je c t  was a b le  to  p o in t  o u t how such  

p r a c t i s e s  had se rv ed  to  p re se rv e  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f m a rria g e . Her 

n a r r a t io n  in c lu d e d  th e  groups which se rv ed  as  checks on th e  e x ce sse s  o f 

w ives a s  w e ll a s  t h a t  d e sc r ib e d  above which check th e  e x c e sse s  o f 

husbands. The group v iew ing o f th e  comedy, had a ffo rd e d  an o p p o r tu n ity  

o f t r a n s m it t in g  e lem en ts  o f th e  c u l tu r e ,  even i f  in  an i n d i r e c t  way. The 

s u b je c t  had p ic k ed  up on th e  cues th a t  were in  th e  programme.

The le v e l  o f c o n c e n tra t io n  on t h i s  programme i s  rem ark ab le , e s p e c ia l ly  

in  view o f th e  p re sen ce  o f th e  c h i ld r e n .  U nlike p re v io u s  v iew ing  

s e s s io n s ,  when th e r e  was on ly  one c h i ld ;  on th i s  o c c a s io n  she d id  n o t 

a llow  h e r s e l f  to  be d i s t r a c t e d  by th e  two in  s p i t e  o f th e  absence o f
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o th e r  a d u l t s .  At one p o in t ,  she re -a r ra n g e d  th e  f u r n i tu r e  in  th e  house 

so t h a t  th e  c h i ld r e n  co u ld  p la y , w ith  as  l i t t l e  a t t e n t io n  b e in g  p a id  to  

them a s  p o s s ib le .  The v iew ing  atm osphere was r e a l ly  a re la x e d  one.

The d e l ib e r a t io n s  and d is c u s s io n  which evo lved  from th e  v iew ing  o f th e  

comedy, Icheoku , was n o t c o n s tra in e d  to  th e  programme. I t  c a r r i e d  on 

even a f t e r  th e  programme had been concluded . As a r e s u l t ,  th e  TV was 

ig n o red , a s  w e ll as th e  e lem en ts  o f programming which were d i r e c t l y  

a d ja c e n t to  Icheoku. These in c lu d e d  th e  com m ercials, th e  c o n t in u i ty  

announcem ents, and th e  in t ro d u c t io n  o f th e  succeed ing  programme.

The su cceed in g  programme i t s e l f  d id  n o t p rove a t t r a c t i v e  to  th e  s u b je c t ,  

so she ig n o red  i t .  The programme was a S p o rts  programme. The s ig n a tu re  

tune o f th e  programme was im posing, and th e  s u b je c t 's  a t t e n t io n  was 

o b v io u sly  caugh t by th e  programme. However, she prom ptly  looked away 

hav ing  g lan ced  a t  th e  s e t ,  acknow ledging th e  cue which she h ea rd , b u t 

no t showing any i n t e r e s t  in  what i t  had h e ra ld e d . There was no a tte m p t 

made by th e  s u b je c t  to  change th e  ch an n e l; to  f in d  a more s u i t a b le  

programme. I t  was n o t long  a f t e r  t h a t  some g u e s ts  a r r iv e d  and were 

e n te r ta in e d .

A fte r  th e  g u e s t had been made co m fo rtab le , (th ey  had been se rv ed  d r in k s  

and re fre sh m e n ts )  s u b je c t  re q u e s te d  th a t  th e  channel be changed. Even a t  

t h i s  tim e , SI d id  n o t h an d le  th e  rem ote c o n t ro l .  She d e le g a te d  th e  

r e s p o n s ib i l i ty ,  to  S3, a younger r e l a t i v e  who was a ls o  f a m i l ia r  w ith  th e  

h o u se .

I t  was as  i f  th e  programme o f f e r in g  was a p a r t  of th e  e n te r ta in m e n t 

menu. There was no e x c item en t a t  th e  a v a i la b le  o p tio n s .  B esides th e
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S p o rts  programme on th e  NTA netw ork , th e re  was a t a l k  programme in  

Yoruba on OGTV, and LTV was f e a tu r in g  i t s  World News. SI g ru d g in g ly  

op ted  f o r  th e  news. I t  was n o t w atched. I t  was by th e  same b re a th  t h a t  

she re q u e s te d  f o r  th e  news, t h a t  she re q u e s te d  fo r  a comb, so she co u ld  

b r a i d  h e r  b a b y 's  h a i r .  T h a t was an a c t i v i t y  w h ich  r e q u i r e d  f u l l  

c o n c e n tra t io n , e s p e c ia l ly  as  i t  was f o r  a c h i ld  who was p rone to  b e in g  

f id g e ty .  I t  was c l e a r  t h a t  th e  s u b je c t  d id  n o t have any s e r io u s  

in te n t io n s  o f w atching  th e  programme. A com parison o f t h i s  beh av io u r and 

th a t  w hich was d isp la y e d  d u r in g  th e  v iew ing  o f  th e  comedy h ig h l ig h ts  

t h i s  p o in t .

In  s p i t e  o f t h i s ,  b e in g  b e fo re  th e  fu n c t io n a l  s e t ,  s u b je c t  was s t i l l  

a b le  to  a t te n d  to  th e  news, e s p e c ia l ly  a s  she  had re q u e s te d  f o r  i t .  In  

t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  she was u s in g  th e  TV a s  i f  i t  was a r a d io .  She was 

l i s t e n in g  to  i t ,  and on ly  o c c a s io n a lly  w atch ing  i t .  That she responded  

to  c e r t a in  ite m s , was p ro o f o f t h i s .  For in s ta n c e  she exclaim ed o u tlo u d  

when she  h ea rd  th a t  a c e r t a in  day had been d e c la re d  a sch o o l f r e e  day 

( to  mark th e  C h ild re n 's  d a y ) . I t  was a p ie c e  o f in fo rm a tio n  th a t  she had 

been a n t i c ip a t in g .

SI : School f r e e  day! P ra is e  God!

I t  was d i f f i c u l t  to  a s c e r t a in  j u s t  what she a t te n d e d  to ,  because  o f th e  

way in  which she was u s in g  th e  medium. On th e  c o n tra ry , H who a r r iv e d  

w h ils t  th e  news was s t i l l  on, s a t  down to  watch what was l e f t  o f th e  

news.

The g u e s ts  f o r  whom Si had se rv ed  th e  programme had n o t s ta y e d  long  

enough to  have any m eaningfu l exposure  to  th e  programme. I t  was c l e a r  

t h a t  th e y  d id  n o t have any r e a l  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  programme, a t  t h a t  tim e .
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PICTURE 7.

A .

L oca tion  4.

SI was in  and ou t o f the  k itc h e n



Yet th e y  had se rv ed  th e  purpose o f draw ing h e r  a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  

programme; in  deed to  th e  s t a t i o n ,  and th e  succeed ing  programme flow .

The news was fo llow ed  by a comedy programme in  Yoruba -  Alawada. S u b jec t 

a c tu a l ly  reco g n ise d  th e  s ig n a tu r e  tu n e , and was a b le  to  id e n t i f y  th e  

programme by th e  name o f th e  le a d  a c to r ;  Baba S a la .

A gain in  t h i s  in s ta n c e , s u b je c t  a tte m p te d  to  devo te  u n d iv id ed  a t t e n t i o n  

to  th e  programme. R ather th a n  go to  th e  k itc h e n  to  p re p a re  th e  m eal, she  

m erely  gave in s t r u c t io n s  to  S3 and th e  o th e r  young p e rso n  who was in  th e  

house . These young g i r l s  had been p r e s e n t  in  th e  home th ro u g h o u t th e  

w eek, b u t  th e y  had  u s u a l l y  b een  so  o c c u p ie d ,  t h a t  th e y  d id  n o t  

p a r t i c i p a t e  in  th e  v iew ing . At th e  tim es  th ey  were n o t o ccup ied , th e y  

observed  th e  t r a d i t i o n ,  o f be in g  u n o b tru s iv e  in  th e  p re se n c e  o f e ld e r s ,  

and so th e y  kep t away from th e  s e t .  The e x ce p tio n  had been  on t h i s  day , 

when th e y  watched Icheoku q u ie t ly ,  w ith  S I, in  th e  absence  o f th e  o th e r  

e l d e r s .

U nlike in  th e  view ing o f th e  e a r l i e r  comedy, w ith  w hich s u b je c t  f e l t  

c o m fo rta b le , SI in  s p i t e  o f h e r  e f f o r t s  s t i l l  d id  n o t c o n c e n tra te  f u l l y .  

There w ere s e v e ra l  rea so n s  f o r  t h i s .

The tim in g  o f th e  e a r l i e r  programme was such th a t  th e r e  was l i t t l e  

c o m p e titio n  from o th e r  a c t i v i t i e s .  In  t h i s  in s ta n c e ,  th e  programme 

c o in c id e d  w ith  th e  tim e th a t  th e  ev en ing  meal was to  be se rv e d . Though 

SI was n o t p h y s ic a l ly  in v o lv ed  in  th e  p re p a ra t io n  o f th e  m eal, a s  when 

th e  in  -  laws were p re s e n t  in  th e  home, she s t i l l  had to  b reak  h e r  t r e n d  

of th o u g h ts , to  g iv e  in s t r u c t io n s  to  S3 who was to  e x e c u te  them.
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There was a l s o  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  s u b je c t  was n o t as  com petent w ith  th e  

Yoruba language and c u l tu r e  a s  she was w ith  Ib o . The v iew ing (re a d in g ) 

was th u s  n o t as  f lu e n t .

S1 : I  d o n 't  u n d ers tan d  what h e 's  say in g , b u t I  l i k e  th e  
p ic tu r e s ,  because a f t e r  w atch ing  i t ,  you w i l l  be a b le  to  
d e c ip h e r  what th e  p la y  i s  a b o u t. , . I  d o n 't  u n d e rs ta n d  
what h e 's  say in g  b u t a t  th e  end o f i t  a l l ,  I  w i l l  know 
th e  meaning.

Though s h e  d id  h av e  a m in im a l k n ow ledge  o f  th e  la n g u a g e  w h ich  

f a c i l i t a t e d  h e r  a b i l i t y  to  make sen se  o f  th e  p ic tu r e s ,  she was n o t a b le  

to  g ra sp  th e  c u l tu r e  laden  meaning of th e  programme as  she was a b le  to  

do w ith  th e  Icheoku . She was s t i l l  a b le  to  g e t th e  g i s t  o f th e  s to r y ,  

which was abou t b r ib e ry  in  h o s p i t a l .

S1: I  know they  a re  t r y in g  to  d is c u s s .  They want to  b r ib e  him 
and I  d o n 't  know . . .  I  th in k  peop le  ten d  to  say  i t ' s  
t r u e ,  b u t I  have n o t e x p e rien ced  i t ,  b u t th ey  sa y , most 
d o c to rs ,  when they  a re  t r e a t i n g  you in  G eneral H o sp ita l 
th ey  d o n 't  t r e a t  you very  w e ll ,  b u t when you go to  them 
p r iv a t e ly ,  they  w i l l  g iv e  you a l l  a t t e n t i o n .  But we a l l  
know th a t  p r iv a te  h o s p i t a l s ,  th ey  g iv e  more a t t e n t i o n .
[ s ic ]

Though she g o t th e  g i s t  o f th e  programme, th e re  was a c r i t i c a l  scene  

which had e lu d ed  h e r , b ecause  o f h e r  l im ite d  com petence w ith  th e  

language . T h is  was th e  scen e , ty p ic a l  o f (Yoruba) lo c a l  dram as, where 

th e  b u i l t  in  m orale of th e  s to r y  i s  h ig h l ig h te d .

In  t h i s  in s ta n c e .  Baba S a la , a c t in g  th a t  day as  a c o r ru p t  h o s p i ta l  

a t t e n d a n t ,  was b e in g  t o l d  o f f  by h i s  f r i e n d ,  a f t e r  h e  h ad  b e e n  

apprehended. The f r ie n d  had e a r l i e r  ad v ise d  him a g a in s t  g e t t in g  in v o lv ed  

in  th e  q u e s tio n a b le  d e a ls .  He was re m o rse fu l, b u t he s t i l l  had to  lo o se  

h is  jo b . His defence  had been th a t  he had seen  n o th in g  wrong in  d o in g  

what every  body e l s e  was d o in g . The m orale  was th u s  th a t  one need n o t 

jo in  th e  band wagon of wrong do in g .
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There was a n o t ic e a b le  d i f f e r e n c e ,  in  t h e i r  resp o n se  to  th e  programme, 

when th e  group had had th e  c r i t i c a l  scene  t r a n s l a te d  fo r  them by th e  

r e s e a rc h e r .  They were a b le  to  d is c u s s  th e  i l l s  o f th e  p r a c t i s e  on a 

w ider s o c ia l  s c a le .

S I: N ig e ria n  syndrome!

B1: That i s  r e a l ly  what happens oh! [exc lam ation  o f em phasis]

S1 : Yes oh! -  People a re  doing  i t ,  l e t  me do i t  -  They w i l l  
say  Mr A has done i t  b e fo re ,  l e t  me go and t r y .
That i s  how th ey  g e t in to  t r o u b le .

The re a so n in g  was ex tended  to  th e  wide sp read in g  problem  o f d rugs in  th e

s o c ie ty .  As a r e s u l t  o f t h a t  t r a n s l a t i o n ,  th e  v iew ing  took  on a 

d i f f e r e n t  v a lu e . I t  was no lo n g e r j u s t  a view ing o f a comedy, i t  was a 

p la tfo rm  fo r  d e l ib e r a t in g  a s o c ia l  m a la ise .

The d e l ib e r a t io n  co n tin u ed  in to  th e  n e x t programme, which was th e  

S a tu rd a y  e v e n in g  new s; T o n ig h t a t  N in e . The i n t e r  -  program m e 

com m ercials and announcements were ig n o re d . The focus was on ly  s h i f t e d  

back to  th e  s c re e n , when th e  s ig n a tu r e  tune o f th e  news programme was 

h e a rd .

The f a c t  t h a t  th e  s to ry  was s e t  in  contem porary tim es had h e lp e d , SI to  

fo llo w  th e  programme. She was a b le  to  re c o g n ise  th e  v is u a l  cues w hich 

showed th e  a c t  o f b r ib e ry  -  sq ueez ing  money in to  a n o th e r 's  hands. Being 

f a m i l ia r  w ith  a sp e c ts  o f c u l tu r e  in  contem porary s o c ie ty ,  s u b je c t  was 

a b le  to  re a d  th e  programme from th a t  a x i s .  Even th a t ,  was s u f f i c i e n t  

fo r  h e r  to  have h e r  u su a l " c r i t i c a l "  re a d in g .

Although she knew it was an expression of a practice, the very act of
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sq u eez in g  th e  N aira  n o te s  was condemned by th e  su b je c t-  She to o k  h e r cue 

from th e  on going campaign a g a in s t  th e  abuse o f th e  N aira  n o te s .

The tim in g  o f t h i s  programme co in c id ed  w ith  th e  tim e when th e re  were 

more p eo p le  a t  home. H and B1 too  had re tu rn e d  home. T h e ir  p re sen ce  a t  

th e  s e t  a f f e c te d  th e  k in d  o f a t t e n t i o n  th a t  th e  SI b ro u g h t to  th e  

programme. For in s ta n c e ,  th e  f a c t  th a t  she  d id  n o t have u n ch a llen g ed  

a u th o r i ty  over th e  use  o f th e  s e t .  There was an in s ta n c e  d u rin g  th e  

v iew ing  when H and B1 w ith o u t c o n s u lt in g  h e r  agreed  to  scan  a v a i la b le  

o p tio n s ,  to  see  i f  th e re  was "an y th in g  b e t t e r " .  One o f them had th e  

rem ote c o n t ro l ,  and though i t  d id  n o t ta k e  long , i t  was w ith o u t

c o n s id e ra t io n  fo r  SI who was v iew ing .

There was a ls o  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  meal was se rv ed , a l b e i t ,  by S3. I t  was 

e a te n  w h i ls t  th e  programme was on. A ll th e se  a f f e c te d  th e  k ind  o f

c o n c e n tra t io n  th a t  cou ld  be b rough t to  th e  programme.

B1 was f i r s t  to  respond  to  th e  s ig n a tu re  tu n e  o f th e  news. With h i s  

r e s p o n s e ,  th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  o t h e r s  was a t t r a c t e d  to  t h e  s e t .  The 

a t t r a c t i o n  was n o t th e  s ig n a tu re  tu n e  i t s e l f .  That s ig n a tu r e  tu n e  had 

on ly  prom pted an a n t ic ip a t io n  o f a favou red  n ew scas te r .

B1: Ehen! I  w i l l  see  my f r ie n d  now. . . John Momoh.

The n ew scas te r  who was th e  a t t r a c t i o n ,  was n o t on th e  programme t h a t

ev en in g . The s u b je c ts  were d is a p p o in te d , and th ey  n o te d  t h a t  t h i s  had 

been th e  t re n d  fo r  a few w eeks. This was in d ic a t iv e  o f th e  f a c t  t h a t  

th e y  w ere  r e g u l a r l y  e x p o se d  to  th e  program m e. The n e w s c a s t e r 's  

u n e x p la in e d  a b s e n c e  was c a u s e  f o r  s p e c u l a t i o n  on t h e  i n t e r n a l  

o rg a n is a t io n  o f th e  netw ork.
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"Or have they sacked him?"

"How can , h e 's  a b ig  man"

"Maybe th ey  a re  moving him to  a n o th e r  show,"

"He w o n 't be very  good in  N ew sline, th e  poor man w i l l  no t 
u n d e rs ta n d  h i s  E n g lis h ,"

From th e  above, th e re  i s  an in d ic a t io n  o f th e  s u b je c ts  p e rc e p tio n  of th e  

programme and a ls o  of N ew sline, th e  Sunday netw ork new scast -  Tonight a t  

n in e  was seen  as  a highbrow show, one th a t  was n o t to  be e a s i ly  

a c c e s s ib le  to  th e  "poor man", w hereas th e  Newsline was fo r  th e  "poor

man

SI : I  th in k  so , i t  i s  fo r  peo p le  who l i k e  g o s s ip , i t ' s  fo r  
them. N ewsline i s  j u s t  a n o th e r  v e rs io n  o f P rim epeople, 
and V intage p eo p le . I  am s o r ry  to  say .

The s u b je c t  had th u s  eq u ated  th e  "poor m an 's" news w ith  th e  p o p u l i s t ,  

human i n t e r e s t  m a g a z in e s . T hese  j o u r n a l i s t i c  e f f o r t s  a r e  w id e ly  

a c c la im e d  to  be " g o s s ip  r a g s " .  In  f a c t ,  th e y  h a v e  a t t r a c t e d  th e  

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  w ith in  th e  N ig e ria n  c i r c l e  th a t  i s  r e f e r r e d  to  as "Junk 

jo u rn a lis m " . That SI made t h i s  e q u a tio n  le d  to  a d is c u s s io n  of t h i s  

te rm .

G uest: I  want to  know what a c tu a l ly  i s  th e  meaning o f junk 
jo u rn a lism .

S i:  A nything, c o rn e r  -  c o rn e r  news. A nything, [n o t s t r a i g h t  
forw ard] Any ru b b ish .

G uest: I s  th e re  an y th in g  l i k e  Junk jo u rn a lism ?

S I: T h a t 's  what they  mean now; i t ' s  a l l  ru b b ish ; g o s s ip ; new 
s t y l e ;  new dance; j u s t  an y th in g  t h a t ' s  i t .  J u s t  jum ble 
a n y th in g  and come o u t w ith  som eth ing .

The above d e f in i t i o n  made s u b je c t 's  e q u a tio n  of N ew sline, w ith  th e  

m agazines even more in t e r e s t i n g .  Y et, t h i s  was th e  new scast th a t  had th e

462



widest appeal in all the different locations.

In the meantime, the "highbrow" news had been ignored following the
disappointment. When the focus was shifted back to the screen, it was as 
a result of the visual elements of the report. These were used as a 
guide for the subjects own reports; the grape - vine news relay which 
was largely independent of the transmitted newscast.

The a tm o s p h e re  a t  th e  s c r e e n ,  was one o f  s o c i a l i s i n g ,  w ith  th e  

e n te r ta in m e n t o f a n o th e r s e t  o f g u e s ts  who a r r iv e d  ju s t  b e fo re  th e  news 

was in tro d u c e d . The group had in c re a se d  in  s iz e ,  (5 a d u l t s ,  2 women and 

3 men, e x c lu d in g  th e  r e s e a rc h e r )  T his meant in c re a se d  scope of th e

g r a p e v in e  r e p o r t s .  The d e l i b e r a t i o n s  soon  d ig r e s s e d  i n t o  p e r s o n a l  

m a tte r s ,  which had no a p p a re n t co n n ec tio n s  w ith  even th e  v is u a l  cues 

tak en  from th e  programme.

I t  was n o t long  b e fo re  th e  th e  women (31, and th e  fem ale g u e s t)

se p a ra te d  them selves from th e  m ainstream  c o n v e rsa tio n . They looked a t  

p h o to g rap h s , w h ils t  th e  men d is c u s s e d  t h e i r  p ro fe s s io n a l  i n t e r e s t s .  The 

s e t  was th u s  l e f t  in  th e  background.

Occasionally, the subjects remarked about visual subjects within the
news. This was merely as part of the social chatter.

"He has a [facial] mark, just one."
"He is from Kwara [state]"
"No he is not"
"His wife used to work at NTA Abuja"

These remarks suggest that the subjects were not necessarily impervious
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to the news, though they did not attend it with any level of 
seriousness. Yet, these were examples of the audience which the 
particular programme was meant to target.

The guests left whilst the news was still on. The hosts, and hostess 
escorted them out. This took them away from the set for a little while. 
Even when they returned physically, they did not return to the 
programme. They merely continued the socialising. This continued until 
after the news.

It was the musical interlude which followed the news programme, that 
drew their interest back into the television. Attending to such element 
of programming seemed to fit the mood they were in. The discussion about 
the musicians which was evoked by the viewing, dovetailed neatly into 
their previous conversations.

The World news in Yoruba, from LTV followed the musical break. The 
visual aspects of the reports on the news evoked other lines of 
discussion. For instance, the visual report of the Enviromental 
Sanitation exercise in Lagos, evoked a discussion on the practice of 
street trading in Lagos.

Unlike the pattern noticed during the week, the group remained alert 
after the news. They were awaiting a particular drama, from the network 
service - The Third Eye. Once again, one of the attractions was a 
character, who was a personal acquaintance of SI.

The star of the show was also attractive. His performance and track 
record were points which the subjects considered in favouring the
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programme.

The programme was w atched and en joyed  w ith  minimum commentary as was 

u su a l w ith  o th e r  v iew ings of t h i s  group , ( th e  news fo r  exam ple). The 

programme i s  a d e te c t iv e  programme, s im i la r  to  Colombo in  approach . The 

d e t e c t i v e 's  d au g h te r , was th e  one, whose u n w ittin g  comment h e lp s  h e r  

f a th e r  u n ra v e l th e  m ystery , j u s t  when he i s  about to  g iv e  up.

In  s p i t e  o f th e  tim e o f day th a t  i t  was, much o f th e  programme was 

w atched in  s i le n c e ,  and th e  s u b je c ts  d id  n o t f a l l  a s le e p .  They fo llow ed  

and on ly  rem arked as  a s p e c ts  o f th e  m y ste ry , became c l e a r  to  them.

Bl : Can he k i l l  some one? They d i d n ' t  show us how th e  th in g  
happened, how can he k i l l  somebody l i k e  th i s ?

SI : He d i d n 't  k i l l  any p e rso n .

H: He d i d n 't  k i l l ,  b u t he w i l l  se e  a sh o v e l, he w i l l  see
some sand.

Si : . . . t h a t  shovel i s  j u s t  p a r t  o f th e  th in g  th e  woman d id , 
so they  w i l l  su sp e c t [ th a t ]  th e  man k i l l e d  h e r  b ro th e r .

SI : They a re  go ing  to  c a tc h  h e r  now. . . She i s  ta lk in g  to
th e  b ro th e r .  . . The man [ th e  d e te c t iv e ]  p ic k ed  i t  [ th e  
o th e r  e x te n s io n  o f th e  phone]

H: Now what happened, she w i l l  n a r r a t e ,  [ s ic ]

Bl : T h is  i s  a r e a l  code! P e r ju ry !  [ h a i l in g  d e te c t iv e ,  as he 
re a d  th e  ch arg es  to  th e  c u l p r i t ]

The m ystery  fo r  th e  e p iso d e , had been a r e p o r t  of an a l le g e d  m urder. 

There was ev idence  p o in t in g  to  th e  c rim e , th e re  was an a c c u se r, th e re  

was an accused , b u t th e re  was no c o rp s e . The ac c u se r  had connived w ith  

th e  a l le g e d  v ic tim , who had f le d  ab ro ad , so  t h a t  th e  accused  cou ld  be 

im p lic a te d .
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The v iew ing  o f th e  programme i l l u s t r a t e d  ag a in  th e  a b i l i t y  o f th e  

s u b je c t ,  S1 to  watch a 1 -  hour programme u n in te r ru p te d .  In  t h i s  example 

as  in  th e  e a r l i e r  one, th e  tim in g , a l s o  c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  observed  

p a t t e r n .

There were no more ch o res  to  be done a t  t h a t  tim e o f th e  day, and even 

th e  baby a f t e r  b e in g  ig n o red  fo r  a w h ile  soon f e l l  a s le e p .  On t h i s  

o c c a s io n  a s  w e ll ,  th e  baby had to  be ig n o re d . She was s t i l l  a p o te n t i a l  

so u rce  o f  d i s t r a c t i o n ,  b u t th e  s u b je c t  was n o t y ie ld in g .

A ll th e s e  su g g e s t th a t  th e  tim in g  on ly  worked, b ecause  th e re  was 

s u s ta in e d  i n t e r e s t ,  in  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  programme. The f a c t  t h a t  i t  was 

S atu rday  n ig h t ,  and s u b je c t  was n o t under p re s s u re  o f p re p a r in g  f o r  

e a r ly  m orning s t a r t  th e  n e x t day sho u ld  a ls o  be n o te d . L ikew ise , th e re  

i s  th e  tim e u se  p a t te r n  f o r  th e  day, w hich c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  s u b je c t  

s t i l l  b e in g  a l e r t  a t  th e  tim e of v iew ing . O b se rv a tio n  on t h i s  day, ended 

when th e  programme was concluded . T h is was abou t m id n ig h t, b u t s u b je c ts  

were s t i l l  a l e r t .

D a .Y ..-Z

A lth o u g h  o b s e r v a t i o n  commenced e a r l i e r  on in  th e  a f t e r n o o n ,  th e  

re c o rd in g  f o r  a p e r io d  o f tim e was l o s t .  There i s  th u s  no r e p o r t  f o r  

t h a t  p e r io d .  The lo s t  ta p e  in c lu d e d  th e  v iew ing o f th e  r e l ig io u s  

programmes which dom inated th e  sc re e n  a t  t h a t  tim e.

By e a r ly  even ing , about 7 .00  p.m. th e  s e t  was tuned  to  NTA channel 10. 

There was a comedy in  p id g in  E n g lish . The perfo rm ing  group , had made 

t h e i r  name, th rough  th e  Yoruba p erfo rm an ces. As a r e s u l t ,  th e re  was
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s t i l l  a s t r o n g  Y oruba p r e s e n c e  i n  th e  program m e, by way o f  

i n t e r j e c t i o n s ,  s e t t i n g  and so on.

By t h i s  tim e , S1 was w atch ing  w ith  H and Bl . The drama was r e f e r r e d  to  

by th e  name o f one o f th e  le a d in g  a c to r s ,  "Aluwe, and co " , and n o t by 

th e  t i t l e .  In  t h i s  ep iso d e , Aluwe, was begging  fo r  alms in  Je su s  name; 

p re te n d in g  th a t  he was b l in d .  T his im m ediately  evoked a sc re e n  s id e  

d is c u s s io n , which moved p ro g re s s iv e ly  away from th e  p a r t i c u l a r  drama.

B1 : H e 's  begging  fo r  money a s  i f  he were b l in d .

S1 : Me, I  d o n 't  l i k e  t h i s  id ea  of t h e i r  u s in g  Je su s  name to  
a c t .

B l: I s  i t  n o t a programme?

H: They a re  t e l l i n g  you th a t ,  t h a t  i s  what happens. Aah!
aah! [b e w ild e re d ] . . .

Bl : They a re  t r y in g  to  you know. . . [ h a lte d  mid se n te n c e  by 
H, though th e  g e n e ra l sen se  he was making was u n d ers to o d ; 
t h a t  th e  programme was meant to  expose such d e c e i t f u l  
p r a c t i c e s , ]

While th e y  engaged in  th e  c o n v e rsa tio n , th e  drama p ro g re s se d . T h e ir  

a t t e n t io n  was drawn back in to  th e  programme by an a n t ic  o f th e  " b lin d  

man". He had g o tte n  in to  an argument w ith  someone who had g iven  him a 

fo re ig n  c u rre n c y . When q u e r ie d  how he co u ld  t e l l  i f  he were indeed  

b l in d ,  he s a id  -

" I t  i s  my outw ard eye t h a t  i s  b l i n d ."

T his i s  a sa y in g  which was known to  th e  s u b je c t s ,  and SI jo in e d  him, as  

he com pleted  th e  s a y in g .

SI & Aluwe: The one t h a t  i s  in s id e  i s  n o t b l in d .

In  s p i t e  o f th e  p a r a l l e l  d ia lo g u e , th e re  was s t i l l  t h i s  ty p e  of
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v i c a r i o u s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  th e  p rogram m e. The f a m i l i a r i t y  o f t h e  

s u b je c ts  w ith  th a t  which was f e a tu r e d ,  a s  i l l u s t r a t e d  in  th e  above, must 

have h e lp ed  in  th e  ease  w ith  which th e y  fo llow ed  b o th .

As th e  programme evolved , th e  s u b je c ts  acknowledged i t  as b e in g  n o t j u s t

an i l l u s i o n ,  b u t a d e p ic t io n  o f r e a l i t y .  Again, th e  comedy evoked a

commentary on th e  d e p ic te d  p r a c t i c e ,  and a condem nation o f such  r e a l i t y

of l i f e .  They c i te d  o th e r  exam ples which th ey  knew o f .

B l: There i s  a beggar in  Lagos t h a t  has th r e e  Molue [commuter
buses] [ s ic ]

H; The one in  . . . t h a t  one has h o u ses .

B l: And he i s  s t i l l  b eg g in g .

SI : I s  th e  man b lin d ?  These b eg g ars  t h a t  have houses and 
molues in  Lagos, a r e  th ey  b lin d ?

B l: Which k in  b lin d ?  [ s i c  -  meaning What do you mean b lin d ? ]

S1: But th ey  p re te n d  to  be b lin d ?

B l: Some o f them a re  b l in d .

A tte n tiv e  v iew ing was resum ed as  an unexpected  s p e c ta c le  was seen . A 

r i c h  lo o k in g  man came to  sa lv a g e  th e  " b lin d  man" from th e  s t r e e t .  As 

soon a s  th e  p o in t had been made, th e  s u b je c ts  p roceeded  to  make 

p r e d ic t io n s  re g a rd in g  th e  outcome o f th e  new tu rn  o f e v e n ts .

H, p re d ic te d ,  th a t  th e  r i c h  . man was going  to  a tte m p t to  make a 

p ro s p e r i ty  p o tio n  out o f th e  b l in d  man. SI p r e f e r r e d  to  th in k  th a t  th e  

r i c h  m an's o f f e r  o f h e lp  was s in c e r e ,  b u t th a t  i t  would expose th e  

"b lin d "  m an's scam.

They th u s  c o n c e n tra te d  to  see  which p r e d ic t io n  was r i g h t . H ' s in fe re n c e  

tu rn e d  ou t to  be r ig h t .  The group o n ly  needed to  se e , th e  d e s t i n a t io n  o f
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the men in the programme to know this. The rich man had led the "blind"

man to  a  m edicine man. They d id  n o t b o th e r  to  l i s t e n  to  th e  d ia lo g u e  -

th e y  d id  n o t b o th e r  to  h ea r th e  r i c h  m an 's s t a t e d  m iss io n , b u t t h e i r

d e d u c tio n  was r i g h t .

SI : Ohl he w ants to  use  th a t  man to  make money. Hey o! 
[ d i s t r e s s ]

H: J i b i t i  m eets w ith  j i b i t i ,  [F raud  m eets frau d ]

B1: T h a t 's  i t  now, cunny man d ie ,  cunny man bury him. [ s ic ]

There was n o t much more to  be s a id .  I t  was c l e a r  from th e  above though 

th a t  th e  s u b je c ts  were f a m i l ia r  enough w ith  th e  p re se n te d  sequence of 

e v e n ts . 31, a t  th a t  p o in t went o f f  to  a t te n d  to  some o th e r  co n ce rn s . She

d id  n o t w a it to  see  th e  outcome of th e  s to r y .

The programme ended w ith  th e  p o lic e  a c c o s t in g  th e  th r e e  men; th e  b l in d  

man; th e  r i c h  man; th e  m edicine man, f o r  v a ry in g  a c t s  o f d e c e i t  - one

fo r  p re te n d in g  to  be b lin d , a n o th e r  fo r  a tte m p tin g  to  "make" money

p o tio n ; and th e  o th e r  fo r  o f f e r in g  such  s e r v ic e s .

T his outcome le d  th e  s u b je c ts  H and Bl to  wonder abou t th e  N ig e ria n  

s t a t u t e s ,  which d isco u n ten an ces  th e  p o ten cy  and u se  o f s p i r i t u a l  power.

One o f th e  o th e r  programmes which th e  group co u ld  have w atched in  p la c e  

o f th e  above was, "Another L ife "  -  th e  soap o pera  which had been w atched 

w ith  such  r e l i s h  d u rin g  th e  week. T here was no r e fe re n c e  to  th e  f a c t  

t h a t  i t  was m issed . The programme was on OGTV a t  th e  same tim e as 

A luw e's, which was on an NTA s t a t i o n ,  p re c e d in g  a soap  opera  from th e  

netw ork s e r v ic e .  T his N ig e ria n  produced soap opera was a n t ic ip a te d  by 

th e  group. Faced w ith  th e  c h o ic e , th e s e  s u b je c ts  had o p ted  fo r  th e  lo c a l

469



production, over, "Another Life".

There was great disappointment as the expected programme was not 
featured that evening. In it’s place, there was a special feature on the 
launching of one of the sponsor's products.

In spite of the disappointment, the programme was watched grudgingly, as 
the group could not find a more acceptable option. The programme was on 
NTA's network service, the only available options to the subjects in 
this location were LTV, and OGTV. LTV at that time had it's World news, 
whilst OGTV had a religious programme. Both of these were rejected.

The decision was not discussed, nor debated. Bl who was nearest to the 
remote control had merely zapped round the available channels, and 
settled for the special feature. The resignation of the rest of the 
group to his choice indicated that the decision was unanimous.

There was a lot of noise accompanying the viewing of the programme at 
the onset. There was however no attempt to switch off the set, or at 
least engage in other activities. The subjects had prepared themselves 
for the particular programme. It was to have been the highlight of their 
viewing for the evening.

It was not long before the group found what was pleasurable in the 
programme. It was the visuals - the familiar faces, and the dressing 
that drew the group into the programme. In this instance, the perusal of 
the visuals alone was sufficient for the group to follow the beauty 
show. The subjects assessed the portrayed concepts of beauty against 
their own standards of beauty.
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They ridiculed the looks that were not familiar to them, and tolerated 
those which had some semblance of familiarity- The subjects ignored the 
accompanying commentary, preferring theirs.

The "fun" derived in doing this was cut short when the speeches
accompanying the launching began. The programme was again rejected, and
the subjects remembered their disappointment.

Bl: There's no fun in that thing they are doing.
SI : I don't know oh, [agreement] instead of just showing 

Natasha.
H: A whole Sunday night.
Bl: Imagine!

There was indignation at the fact that the disappointment had been on a 
Sunday night. This suggests that Sunday night is considered to be of 
special value.

Another point emerging from the above is that SI, besides missing the 
entire programme, missed a particular character therein.

There after, the subjects searched round intermittently for more 
acceptable programming, but they kept returning to the same programme. 
This was because Si's request for the religious programme on LTV was 
over ruled. Both H and Bl preferred to have the unsatisfactory 
programme, than watch either of the religious programmes or the news on 
the alternative channels. After her request had been turned, down Si 
occupied herself in the kitchen.

The trend of events as reported above illustrate how choice is informed
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by f a c to r s  o th e r  than  p re fe re n c e . S I ' s  p re fe re n c e  had been tu rn e d  down, 

to  avo id  argum ents th a t  ty p i f i e d  h e r  re a d in g  o f such programmes. H and 

B1 had n o t w atched th e  ch o ice  th ey  made, no r were th ey  p re p a re d  to  have 

S1 watch h e r  c h o ic e .

Because she had been busy in  th e  k itc h e n  when th e  programme s t a r t e d ,  SI 

m issed th e  f i r s t  segment of th e  programme, which c a r r i e d  th e  news fo r  

th e  d a y . She a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  s e t  i n  t im e  to  h e a r  th e  mid news 

a d v e r t is e m e n ts . Even t h i s  was news to  h e r .

I t  was a goodw ill message to  th e  V ic e -p re s id e n t,  from th e  s u b je c t 's  

s t a t e  g o v e rn o r ,  on th e  o c c a s io n  o f  h i s  v i s i t  to  th e  s t a t e .  The 

in fo rm a tio n  was news to  th e  s u b je c t .  What i s  more i n t e r e s t i n g  i s  t h a t ,  

sh e  u s e d  th e  in f o r m a t io n  to  c o n f irm  h e r  v iew s a b o u t p r e j u d i c i a l  

tre a tm e n ts  tow ards h e r s t a t e ,  from th e  P res id en cy . Her rea so n in g  was 

th a t  P r e s id e n t ia l  v i s i t s  to  o th e r  s t a t e s  a re  conducted by th e  P re s id e n t 

h im se lf ,  b u t in  t h i s  c a se , he had d e le g a te d  th e  V ic e -p re s id e n t .  The 

re a so n in g  was f u r th e r  b u t t r e s s e d  by re fe re n c e s  to  th e  r e c e n t la v is h  

media coverage of th e  P r e s id e n t ia l  v i s i t  to  N iger s t a t e ;  th e  P r e s id e n t 's  

home s t a t e .  Her co n c lu s io n  was t h a t  -

"We have s u f fe re d  in  t h i s  co u n try  I"

A goodw ill message had th u s  become a so u rce  of d i s a f f e c t io n  to  an 

in d ig en e  of th e  s t a t e  which had p a id  fo r  i t .  This i s  very  im p o rtan t, 

c o n s id e r in g  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  s t a t e  in  q u e s tio n  i s  one of th o s e , which 

were d i r e c t l y  invo lved  in  th e  c i v i l  war. The s i t u a t io n ,  e s p e c ia l ly  

c o n s id e r in g  h e r  c i t i n g  o f th e  la v is h  media coverage o f th e  P r e s id e n t ia l  

v i s i t  to  a p a r t i c u l a r  s t a t e ,  b u t t r e s s e s  th e  need fo r  b e t t e r  management 

o f governm ent in fo rm a tio n .
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ep iso d e  were engag ing .

There was a s to r y  of th e  wedding of a 95 y e a r  o ld  man who m arried  a 75 

y e a r  o ld  woman. T heir son was th e  o f f i c i a t i n g  m in is te r .  There was 

a n o th e r  s to r y  on women's h ead g e ars .

Bl : - I t 's  j u s t  l i k e  some peop le  making t i e s ,  when th e y  make 
[kno t] th e  t i e ,  one w i l l  go to  A b ak a lik i, one w i l l  go to  
a n o th e r  s id e  l i k e  t h i s ,  [ s ic ]

■1

N ew sline i t s e l f  was more c a p t iv a t in g  to  a l l  members o f  th e  group. The 

anchor p e rso n , Frank O liz e  was favou red  and h a i le d  a s  though he were a 

p e rso n a l acq u a in ta n ce , though he was n o t .  The s to r i e s  in  th e  p a r t i c u l a r

I
Both s t o r i e s  were amusing, b u t th e re  were more comments on th e  second 

one. T h is le d  to  a d is c u s s io n  of in fo rm a tio n  they  had re c e iv e d .

S I : Me, I  c a n 't  spend tw enty  n a i r a  to  make h a i r ,  [headgear]
I t ' s  n o t  a s  i f  I 'm  b u y in g  th e  h e a d g e a r ,  i t ' s  to o  
ex p en siv e  - j u s t  to  make i t ;  i t ' s  to o  ex p en siv e .

B l : I t ' s  n o t a w aste , maybe you w i l l  u se  i t  10 tim e s ; t h a t  i s  
two, two n a i r a ,  [ s ic  -  two n a i r a  fo r  each use]

.

SI : Keeping i t  i s  an o th e r problem  [making i t  l a s t ,  i s  a n o th e r 
problem ]

. ■-;&

S I: Wait ----  [B l] so  you w i l l  a d v ise  your w ife  to  u se  [spend]
tw enty  n a i r a  to  t i e  a h ead g ear.

Bl : Yes . . .b u t i t  w o n 't come from th e  soup money, [food
allow ance]

. . .

B esides in fo rm ing  th e  s u b je c ts  about t r e n d s  in  fa s h io n , th e  s to ry  had 

a ls o  sp u rre d  a d is c u s s io n  on o th e r  a s p e c ts  of l i v in g  -  a c c e p ta b le  

spend ing  p a t te r n s .

One o f th e  a d v e rtise m e n ts  which was f e a tu re d  in  th e  com m ercial b reak
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featured some characters from the (old) New Masquerade. The subjects 
were excited to see these characters, (Clarus and Gringory) It was with 
this excitement, that they attended the commercial. They echoed the 
message of the advert with such fondness, as intended for the talents. 
The particular words which they registered were incidentally the product 
name.

Chorus: Ayepee, Ayepee! [laughter]
SI: Calabar man, 'go drop for that yunction', [sic]
Bl : Ayepee, see that one he's going to . [running

commentary on the sequence of the action; thus displaying 
familiarity with the advertisement, and verbalising the 
visuals]

The subjects were making fun of the Calabar accent; "Yunction", should 
have been junction, while Ayepee, was - "Ah Gee Pee!" pronounced with 
the Calabar accent. The accent had thus become a "Nameonic" - a copy 
writing strategy, which employs a pneumonic device for the purpose of 
aiding the retention of a product name.

The other adverts which were noted were that for "Three Crown Milk"; it 
was the music of this that was fascinating; and "Trebor Luckies" 
(sweets) this featured one of Si's colleagues.

Although some other commercial messages could have been noted, there 
were no remarks about them. They were treated as part of the ambience.

The 'Personal Information Box' which came up after the commercials was 
attended. There was the obituary of an elderly woman. This information 
was received without any show of emotions. The name had not been 
familiar.
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There was th e  announcement o f a m iss in g  p e rso n ; a 21 y e a r o ld  who h a i le d  

from an a re a  known to  th e  s u b je c ts .  The s u b je c ts ,  em path ised  w ith  th e  

r e l a t i o n s  o f th e  m iss ing  p e rso n , and were sym pathetic  tow ards them, even 

though th e y  were n o t known to  them.

By t h i s  tim e i t  was 10 o 'c lo c k ,  and though th e  s u b je c ts  were s t i l l  

a l e r t ,  th e y  were making p la n s  to  r e t i r e .  They wanted to  have an e a r ly  

n ig h t ,  in  p re p a ra t io n  f o r  th e  demands o f th e  n ex t day, (Monday).

T his was th e  l a s t  day of th e  o b se rv a tio n  e x e rc is e  in  t h i s  home. 

R esearch er was to ld  th a t  s u b je c t  does n o t norm ally  s ta y  up l a t e r  th a n  

10. 00 p.m. to  watch t e l e v i s i o n .  T h is in fo rm a tio n  f i t  th e  b eh av io u r 

p a t te r n  observed  on most d ay s . I t  was however u s e fu l  to  check th e  

beh av io u r induced  by th e  p re se n c e  of th e  r e s e a rc h e r .

Discussion
One o f th e  h ig h l ig h ts  of th e  s u b je c t  S i 's  behav iour a t  th e  s c re e n , i s  

th e  f a c t  t h a t  she e a s i l y  b u i l t  up a s o c ia l  d is c u s s io n  around th e  cues

which she took  from th e  s c re e n . I t  was th u s  easy to  know h e r  assessm en t

o f a programme, even as  she view ed.

From th e  o b s e rv a tio n s , i t  was c l e a r ,  t h a t  th e  s u b je c t  d id  n o t spend much 

tim e w atch ing  th e  t e l e v i s i o n .  Even a t  th o se  tim es when she  s a t  b e fo re  

th e  s e t ,  th e re  were to o  many d i s t r a c t i o n s  fo r  h e r . As a r e s u l t ,  what she  

took  away from th e  programmes was even more i n t e r e s t i n g .  T his i s  

e s p e c ia l ly  so , when re g a rd in g  th e  argum ents th a t  h e r  own re a d in g  caused

w ith  th e  o th e r  members o f h e r  fam ily .
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Perceived Themes
The s u b je c t  found th a t  th e re  were a ran g e  o f themes on te le v i s io n ,  

"u su a lly  based  on ev e n ts  happening in  N ig e ria ; is s u e s ,  contem porary 

i s s u e s . "

She agreed that television reflected present day Nigeria to an extent.
However she felt that the picture of the society that was portrayed was
one sided.

" . . . th ey  base  t h e i r  themes m ostly  on th e  m asses , They
d o n 't  c r i t i c i s e  th e  governm ent i t s e l f .  Even when th e y  do, 
th ey  t r y  a s  much a s  p o s s ib le  to  h id e  th a t  th in g . You have to  
r e a l l y  rea so n  ou t th o ro u g h ly , b e fo re  you can know th a t  they  
a re  ta lk in g  about th e  governm ent in  some c a se s . But when they  
want to  lam baste  th e  m asses, i t ' s  j u s t  c l e a r .  They make a
c a r i c a tu r e  o f th e  m asses b u t when i t  comes to  governm ent,
they  h id e  i t .  . . "

She had ready  exam ples to  i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s .  These were from h e r  d e c la re d

fa v o u r ite  programmes; th e  dram as. To be p r e c is e ,  i t  was "The New

Masquerade" th a t  she c i t e d .

In  th e  ex a m p le , Z eb ru d ay a  was " t a l k i n g  a b o u t"  th e  p ro m ise s  o f

governm ent, w orking tow ards th e  y e a r 2000 - p rom ising  H ea lth  fo r  a l l .  

E ducation  f o r  a l l .  But a s  f a r  as t h i s  s u b je c t  was concerned , th e re  were 

problem s t h a t  needed to  be so lv e d  p r e s e n t ly .  She p re s e n te d  a c a ta lo g u e  

of th e  p rob lem s. Some o f th e s e ,  a f f e c te d  th e  prom ises f o r  th e  f u tu r e .  

B eing  a t e a c h e r  h e r s e l f  sh e  drew  on h e r  e x p e r ie n c e ,  h e r  p r e s e n t  

f r u s t r a t i o n s  to  r e j e c t  th o se  f u tu r e  p ro m ises.

So many were h e r  g r ip e s  a g a in s t  th e  government t h a t  th e  d is c u s s io n

alm ost tu rn e d  to  am a p p ra is a l  o f govern m en t's  perfo rm ance. Yet th e  focus 

of th e  d is c u s s io n  had been on s u b j e c t 's  views of t e l e v i s io n  programmes. 

The s u b je c t  was u p se t t h a t  t e l e v i s i o n  d id  n o t r e p o r t  th e se  r e a l i t i e s  o f
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life. When asked why this was so, SI felt it was obvious;
"TV cannot report these things because teachers can't talk 
... Government policy; civil servants should not go to the 
press . . . except you have clear permission from your 
ministry."

Though she knew the entire story was not being told, the side that was 
not debated, which is the portrayal of the masses, was quite 
interesting.

For her, the "middle class" people were those whom she saw most on
television. There was no definition of what she meant by middle class or
most. She felt that this class of people were usually portrayed in the
English language dramas, typically seen on network. On the contrary, she
felt that the "lowest" class could be found in the local dramas,
employing the vernacular.

" . . .  when they want to portray the real local people, they 
use the middle class to show the lowest class. . . In Yoruba 
drama, they go to the lowest people,"

Images from the screen
Her view of the portrayal of these categories of people was even more 
interesting. The first example that the subject had cited to illustrate 
what she had seen on television had been one in which a person, 
attempted to exhtort money from others - pretending to be what he was 
not.
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TV programmes. This explains the sceptical attitude with which the 
subject received the programmes during the viewing sessions.



". . , People are not truthful these days."

In this example she had not made any class distinctions. There was
another example which she had stumbled on, and which typically, she had
not followed through, hence the jerky account of the story. The story
had a rural setting,

"One man saw a girl and wanted to marry the girl. He didn't 
know even where the girl comes from [sic] but he impregnated 
her and brought the girl home. The mother was annoyed eind 
felt bad about it. Any woman would. Later on [she] agreed [to 
the union] since the girl agreed that she was willing to farm 
with the mother. . . I don't know what happened again, the
man died. You know, slumped, with all his charms and 
amulets."

Since the programme was in Yoruba, this reading had been one of such 
that subject had pieced together, from the visual information and her 
scanty knowledge of the Yoruba language. She for instance was not sure 
if the man had been a farmer but going by his dressing, she assumed he 
was either a farmer or a labourer. From her reading, the man's sister 
was a seamstress, and the mother was indisputably a farmer. The 
prospective wife, was preparing to be a farmer. Such were the 
relationships that the subject perceived of rural life from the screen.

What is interesting is the fact that she based her view of television's 
portrayals on such chequered readings. The deductions were not queries, 
but seen to be reflective of reality!

In her reading of drama programmes to be precise, the subject sees a 
difference in the portrayal of men and women. Women in her view were 
portrayed as dependent on men for so many things. In this instance, she 
cited Ovularia of New Masquerade as her example.

"All she does is cook, take money from Zebrudaya to buy even
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the smallest broom. We know that these days it is not so."

Women to her were also portrayed as people who could not reason for
themselves. Supple Blues, a drama set in contemporary times, and in the
city, (unlike Masquerade which is set in the rural town) was used to
buttress this view.

"Like the girl who did not tell the man she married that the 
pregnancy [was] not for him. You find that she cannot even 
decide on one thing to do [by] herself. She wants her friend 
to tell her whether she should now tell her husband or she 
shouldn ' t... They want to show them as people who think they 
are wise but they are foolish. . . They want to show women as
foolish people and at the same time, people who are . . .  is
it wicked or deceitful? "

In her view women, especially those who are younger, and are just 
getting married, are portrayed as being deceitful.

Men on the other hand have their "egos boosted"; "as if they are Lord
and master" she said.

"As if they are better people, but in another way, they show 
men to be heartless. . . They show them as ruthless people at 
times but at the same time, in other ways, they show them as 
people who are double faced."

The example to illustrate that was also from an urban - based
contemporary drama - Checkmate. The character was a university lecturer
who was unfaithful to his wife, to the point of ignominy.

"The girlfriend even phones his house".

The wife in this situation was described as an "epitome of love" who
endured so much for her children's sake.

"It shows that the Nigerian woman can sacrifice anything, 
just for the child's sake."

479



There were d i f f e r e n t  d ed u c tio n s  from th e  same exam ples, even as sh e , 

n a r r a te d  them. Her d e d u c tio n s  g iv e  an in s ig h t  in to  th e  v a lu e s  th a t  she 

a r r iv e d  a t  th e  programmes w ith . These have c h a r te d  th e  co u rse  o f h e r  

n e g o t ia t io n  o f th e  programmes.

The exam ples c i t e d  i l l u s t r a t e  th e  s u b je c ts  view ing p a t t e r n .  A ll th e  

program m es sh e  r e f e r r e d  to  w ere  dram a program m es. T a lk in g  a b o u t 

t e l e v i s io n  fo r  t h i s  s u b je c t  was alm ost synonymous w ith  t a lk in g  about TV 

dram as. In  f a c t  i t  was l i k e  t a lk in g  about netw ork dram as, f e a tu re d  

between 8 .00 p.m . and 9 .00  p.m. I t  took  a consc ious p ro b in g  b e fo re  

s u b je c t  co u ld  say an y th in g  abou t news. The news in  t h i s  in s ta n c e  was 

synonymous w ith  th e  NTA netw ork news.

Images from the News
For th e  s u b je c t  netw ork news had a p a t te r n  which she was f a m i l ia r  w ith . 

The news b eg in s  w ith  an in t ro d u c t io n  o f th e  n e w sc a s te rs , T h e re a f te r ,  h e r  

a n t ic ip a t io n  o f  th e  news was t h a t  i t  would c a r ry  a r e p o r t  o f a schedu led  

e v e n t, in  t h i s  case  i t  was th e  C h ild re n 's  day c e le b r a t io n .  Then th e re  

w i l l  be a P r e s id e n t ia l  a d d re ss  to  th e  n a t io n  on some m a tte r ,  from where 

e v e r  he may be v i s i t i n g .  I t  i s  a s  an a d d it io n  th a t  th e  s u b je c t  

a n t ic ip a te d  a "w ell e d i te d "  s to r y  from a n o th e r  c o u n try .

The s u b je c t 's  d e s c r ip t io n  o f a 45 m inutes news c a s t ,  was rem arkab ly  

s c a n ty . T his i s  n o t s u r p r is in g ,  go ing by S 1 's  b eh av io u r, as  observed  a t  

news tim e.

There was a s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  p a t te r n  fo r  th e  8 o 'c lo c k  news -  th e  LTV 

World news. The s u b je c t  ex p ec ted  th a t  th e re  w i l l  be more s t o r i e s  from 

th e  r u r a l  a re a s ,  and a ls o  th a t  th e r e  w i l l  be more s t o r i e s  from o th e r
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c o u n t r i e s .  Y et t h i s  n e w s c a s t  i s  o n ly  30 m in u te s  lo n g .  From h e r  

d e s c r ip t io n ,  she found th e  World news a t  8, to  be a  r e p o r t  of to p ic a l  

e v en ts  in  th e  w orld . The exam ples she gave were th e  c o n tin u in g  coverage 

o f th e  Ghandi s to ry ,  and th e  E th io p ia n  w ar. These were in  a d d i t io n  to  

th e  coverage o f lo c a l  news, as  in  th e  C h ild r e n 's  day, and th e  r u r a l  news 

item s . She made no a ttem p t to  p r e d ic t  what k in d  of news cou ld  come ou t 

o f th e  r u r a l  a r e a s .  In  f a c t ,  th e re  was very  l i t t l e  room fo r  d e t a i l s  in  

h e r  acco u n t.

For t h i s  s u b je c t ,  news was j u s t  a so u rce  o f in fo rm a tio n . U nlike w ith

dram as, she d id  n o t pay p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  to  what images were

p o r tra y e d  in  th e  news. T his i s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  developm ent c o n s id e r in g

th e  assumed im portance o f news in  th e  s t r u c tu r in g  of d a i ly  l i f e .  For

t h i s  s u b je c t ,  drama, n o t news, was more r e le v a n t  fo r  th a t  pu rpose .

"T his one, [news] i s  j u s t  f o r  in fo rm a tio n . They j u s t  g ive  
in fo rm a tio n . Drama, th ey  d o n 't  on ly  in fo rm , they  a ls o  educa te  
and e n t e r t a i n ."

Though th e  s u b je c t  l ik e d  th e  medium o f te le v i s io n ,  she had d e f in i t e  

views abou t how i t  was be ing  u sed . T e le v is io n  in  h e r  view, p re s e n ts  a 

one s id e d  s to r y .  The medium shou ld  be used  to  ad v ise  governm ent. I t  

shou ld  be u sed  to  p o in t  o u t g overnm en t's  e r r o r  w ith o u t n e c e s s a r i ly  

b r in g in g  i t  to  d is a f f e c t io n  w ith  th e  p e o p le . The medium was seen  as 

be ing  used  to  b o o st governm en t's  ego -  to  p a in t  an image fo r  governm ent. 

T his image was "always p o s i t iv e " .  Assum ptions about th e  u se  o f th e  media 

in  o th e r  s o c i e t i e s ,  n o ta b ly , U.S.A. f u e l le d  th e  s u b je c t 's  c o n v ic tio n s .  

These assum ptions were them selves a p ro d u c t of th e  exposure to  th e  

programmes ex p o rte d , and fe a tu re d  on N ig e ria n  a irw av es. The p a r t i c u l a r  

example was th e  CBN news, which i s  t r a n s m it te d  on two o f th e  s ta te -o w n ed  

s t a t i o n s .  The s u b je c t th u s  d id  n o t need to  have t r a v e l le d  o u ts id e  h e r
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home to  f in d  ev idence of a l t e r n a t iv e  ways of u s in g  th e  medium ; ways 

which she co n s id e re d  to  be b e t t e r .

A discredited Society
In  s p i t e  o f  th e  p e rce iv ed  d e l ib e r a te  a tte m p ts  to  g iv e  th e  government a 

" p o s i t iv e "  im age, t h i s  s u b je c t  had id e n t i f i e d  c o n t r a d ic t io n s .  As a 

r e s u l t  th e  government was s t i l l  in  h e r  view d is c r e d i te d .

The governed , who in  h e r o p in io n , had been a c c u ra te ly  p o rtra y e d  were 

a ls o  n o t to  be t r u s te d .  On th e  whole, th e  s o c ie ty  as  she saw i t ,  was one 

t h a t  was d is c r e d i te d .  T h is , i s  th e  view o f th e  s o c ie ty ,  which th e  

s u b je c t  took  away from th e  te le v is io n .
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LOCATION 5 - THE EXPERIENCE OF A HOUSEGIRL

The s u b je c t i s  aged about 19 years  o ld . She i s  n o t an in d ig en e  of th e  

a re a , b u t she has a f a l t e r in g  le v e l o f competence w ith  th e  Yoruba 

la n g u a g e . She i s  a m aid to  an e x p a t r i a t e ,  and even  h e r  l i v i n g  

arrangem ent i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s .

She l iv e s  in  a very  sp a rse ly  fu rn ish ed  room in  th e  boys' q u a r te r s ,  b u t 

a t  l e a s t  she i s  in  c o n tro l of her tim e and space when she i s  n o t on 

du ty . She has s e t  hours d u ring  which she works, and she u su a lly  c lo s e s  

fo r  th e  day a t  abou t 7.00 p.m. This may vary  depending on th e  demands on 

h e r .

She i s  a llow ed  two long breaks du ring  th e  day. I t  i s  th e se , as  w e ll as  

h er f re e  weekends th a t  she spends le a rn in g  h e r sewing t r a d e .  I t  i s  a ls o  

a t  th e se  tim es th a t  she does h e r own shopping o r  o th e r  p r iv a te  b u s in e s s .  

Her l e i s u r e ,  which in c lu d es  te le v is io n  view ing, i s  p lanned around th e  

r e s t  of h e r  " f re e "  tim e . The su b je c t does no t own a s e t  of h e r own, no r 

can she a f fo rd  to  buy one from h e r s a la ry .  She r e l i e s  on th e  h o s p i t a l i t y  

of her b e t t e r  p a id  neighbour, a stew ard who i s  on company pay r o l l .

Because h e r  b e n e fa c to r  i s  a m arried  man, she had had to  be more c a u tio u s  

in  th e  frequency  o f h e r  v i s i t s ,  to  a v e r t  th e  g o ss ip , and th e  innuendoes 

th a t  such v i s i t s  can a t t r a c t  from o th e r  maids in  th e  q u a r te r s .  As a 

r e s u l t  o f  t h i s ,  sh e  was more d e l ib e r a te ,  and more s e le c t iv e  in  h e r  

viewing p a t te r n .  Over a l l ,  she spen t f a r  le s s  tim e v iew ing, than  she 

would have l ik e d  to .

The n e ig h b o u r 's  room, in  which th e  view ing took p la ce  was sm all and
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m odestly  fu rn ish e d . The fu r n i tu re  was com fo rtab le , bu t th e  room i t s e l f  

was cramped and h o t, in  s p i te  o f th e  fan . The door had to  be l e f t  a j a r ,  

and th a t  meant th a t  i t  was easy fo r  th e  n o ise  of th e  c h i ld re n  p la y in g  

around o u ts id e , to  i n f i l t r a t e  th e  view ing. On se v e ra l o ccasio n s, th e  

n o ise  even came from a d u lts  who were conversing  from a d is ta n c e , and 

sh o u tin g  ac ro ss  to  each o th e r .

The s e t  in  view was a b lack  and w hite  s e t ,  and i t  was c e n t r a l ly  

p o s itio n e d  in  th e  room, along  w ith  th e  ra d io  c a s s e t te  p la y e r , and th e  h i  

-  f i  sp e a k e rs .

The s i t t i n g  room in  which th e  s e t  was, opened in to  th e  (only) o th e r  

room th a t  th e  fam ily  had. The k itch en  and o th e r  u t i l i t y  rooms were in  

th e  a d jo in in g  b lock  o u ts id e .

Day 1
There was no view ing on th i s  day a t  a l l .  S ub jec t had concluded th a t  

th e re  a re  no in te r e s t in g  programmes on th i s  day. This came from a 

knowledge of th e  p a t te rn  o f sch ed u lin g , and no t a knowledge of th e  

a c tu a l  schedu le  fo r  th e  day. Although i t  was p o s s ib le  th a t  th e re  were 

programmes th a t  could  have aroused  h e r  i n t e r e s t ,  had she been exposed to  

th e  a c tu a l  programme flow , h e r p re c is e  p a t te rn  of exposure d id  n o t make 

th i s  f e a s ib le .

Day 2
Observation started at about 8.00 p.m. Subject had selected this time 
for several reasons. It was the time when she would have completed her 
own personal chores having served her masters, and gone to her lesson, 
during her day time break. She had also selected the time because of the
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p ro x im ity  to  th e  sc h e d u le d  tim e  f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  program m e. The 

programme was a drama on th e  network s e rv ic e  -  The New Masquerade.

B efore th e  programme came on, she s a t  b e fo re  th e  s e t ,  and watched th e

s p e c ia l  docum entary on th e  government. The b e n e fa c to r 's  w ife , (S2) was

s t i l l  in  th e  k itc h e n  a t  th i s  tim e. Like th e  s u b je c t ,  S1, th e  h o s t 

h im se lf , (H) was aw aiting  th e  drama. The c h i ld re n  were in  and ou t of th e  

rooms.

Both SI and H endured th e  programme fo r  a few m inutes, b e fo re  she

re je c te d  th i s  programme on th e  NTA channel, and s e le c te d  OGTV in  th e

in te r im . There was a Yoruba m usical on OGTV, and SI sang along to  some 

o f th e  tu n e s . She seemed to  be en joy ing  th e  programme, b u t she was s t i l l  

m indful o f th e  programme which she s e t  ou t to  w atch.

Although i t  had appeared th a t  she was s in g in g  a long , su b je c t den ied  

knowledge o f th e  song, ( th a t  i s  th e  l y r i c s ) ,  she had been fo llow ing  th e  

melody o f th e  tu n e . In  doing th i s ,  she was a ls o  re p e a tin g , th o se  a sp e c ts  

o f th e  song th a t  were re p e a te d , and which could  e a s i ly  be g rasped . T his 

i l l u s t r a t e s  how e a s i ly  th e  (Yoruba) music i s  l e a r n t ,  even w ithou t be ing  

consc ious o f i t .

The h o s t ' s  in c o m p e te n ce  w ith  th e  la n g u a g e , c o n s t r a in e d  him from  

p a r t i c ip a t in g  in  th e  viewing ex p erien ce , in  th e  same way. He d id  n o t 

s in g , b u t acco rd in g  to  him, he enjoyed th e  music and th e  dancing shown 

in  th e  accompanying v is u a ls .  The l ik e lih o o d  th a t  he had a lso  been 

le a rn in g  can n o t be ru le d  o u t. The view ing o f th e  m usicals  s e t  th e  

agenda fo r  th e  co n v e rsa tio n  which accompanied th e  v iew ing . The focus in  

th i s  ca se  was th e  developments in  th e  lo c a l  music in d u s try . As they
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watched, n o tin g  f a c ia l  g e s tu re s , along w ith  th e  dance s ty le s ;  S1 voiced

h er op in ion  on th e  o r ig in  of th e  tre n d .

SI : A ll th e se  new Yoruba music, th e  l a t e s t ,  I  b e l ie v e  a l l  of 
them a re  dancing Shina P e te rs .

H ost: Ehn, they a re  a l l  dancing l i k e  t h i s .

51: . . . what th a t  man has c re a te d , I  d o n 't  th in k  none of 
th e  Yorubas can b e a t him.

S ub jec t had id e n t i f i e d  th e  in g e n u ity  b u t she had in s i s t e d  on q u a lify in g  

i t .  I t  i s  s t r ik i n g ,  th a t  she has no t i d e n t i f i e d  h e r s e l f  w ith  th e  source  

of th e  ex p erien ce  which she had been e n jo y in g . The music was s t i l l  

"Yoruba" m usic, and th e  people were s t i l l  r e f e r r e d  to  in  th e  th i r d  

p erson . Her h o s t was no t a Yoruba man, nor was he an I  bo l i k e  h e r s e l f .  

He was from th e  m iddle b e l t .

So keen were th e  su b je c ts  on th e  programme which th ey  aw aited , they d id  

n o t even w a it t i l l  i t  was 8 .3 0 . p.m. b e fo re  they  sw itched  back to  

Channel 10, on which they were to  re c e iv e  th e  programme. They were th u s  

a b le  to  c a tc h  th e  t a i l  end of th e  government programme which they had 

e a r l i e r  r e je c te d .  In  t h i s ,  th e re  was a summary o f what th e  programme had 

fe a tu re d  on th a t  day, and an in v i ta t io n  from th e  n a r r a to r ,  to  jo in  him 

th e  fo llo w in g  week. SI was c e r t a in  th a t  she would n o t jo in  him, bu t h e r 

h o s t s a id  he would.

Without having consciously watched, the programme, it was possible for 
these viewers to have a fair idea of what is was about. In this case, 
they had overheard from the story teller himself as it were, and not 
from a secondary source, for example someone else who had viewed the 
programme. They could thus have taken away the intended core message, as 
well as whatever else they made of their incomplete exposure.
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The p o la r i ty  in  the su b je c ts  response  to  th e  in v i ta t io n  was examined. SI 

was sim ply n o t in te r e s te d .  On th e  c o n tra ry , h e r  h o s t was o f th e  o p in io n  

th a t  a s  a man, he should  be in te r e s te d  in  th e  runn ing  of th e  co u n try . 

Based on th i s ,  he exp ressed  h is  p re fe re n c e  fo r  such programmes even 

above o th e r  programmes th a t  a re  shown. His a c tu a l  behav iou r in  th e  

observed in s ta n c e  b e l ie s  th e  p o s i t io n .  I t  i s  no t even c le a r  i f  th e  

aw aited  programme was one o f those  r e f e r r e d  to  as  being  le s s  p re fe ra b le .

R: So you l ik e  government programmes?

H ost: Of course y es . . . I  p r e f e r  i t ,  even to  a l l  th e  o th e r  
programme they  a re  showing [ s ic ]

R: Maybe i t ' s  j u s t  you.

H ost: I  b e lie v e  i t ' s  a l l  men, because I  d o n 't  know where I  
shou ld  be tomorrow.

R: What does th a t  mean?

H ost: I  may jo in  th e  army o r th e  p o lic e  fo rc e . [ In  o th e r  
words, he does n o t know what p ro sp e c ts  th e  fu tu r e  ho ld s 
fo r  him; what job  he may be re q u ire d  to  ta k e  to  ea rn  a 
l iv in g ]

R: So you want to  know what i s  going on?

H o st: Y es, so  I  may have th e  e x p e r ie n c e  [ i . e .  be 
know ledgeable o f c u r re n t  a f f a i r s ]  even i f  I  am somewhere 
e l s e .

The above su g g es ts  th a t  r o le  expectancy , and n o t gender as  seems 

obvious, i s  r e la te d  to  d e c la re d  programme p re fe re n c e . The o b se rv a tio n  

however i l l u s t r a t e s ,  how even th e  d e c la re d  p re fe re n c e  may n o t be th e  

assumed view ing p a t te r n .  In  s p i te  o f h is  p re fe re n c e , th e  s u b je c t had 

given  up h is  ch o ice , w ith o u t much ado, fo r  some reaso n . T h is cou ld  have 

been h is  benevolence, o r  an in a b i l i t y  to  endure in  r e a l i t y ,  th a t  which 

he "should  be" w atching.

As th e  s p o n so r 's  message ( fo r  th e  aw aited  programme) came up, th e  h o s t

487



sent a message to his wife in the kitchen. The advert, had been the cue, 
the man had been the medium of heralding the programme.

SI was so familiar with the message of the advert, that she recited the 
words along with the advert, just as she had done with the musical 
earlier on. The main actors in the programme, were also the characters 
in the commercial of the sponsor. The sponsor of this programme, is a 
bank.

The programme is set somewhere in I bo land. There was thus an 
overbearing presence of the Igbo culture. One of the families presented 
in the programme was meant to portray the Yoruba culture. Though the 
programme was in pidgin English, there were occasional interjections in 
the two local languages represented. The subject and her host were both 
competent in the Igbo language and so could confidently interpret the 
occasional interjections in Igbo language. SI could also interpret the 
Yoruba interjections.

They both followed the programme, and even tried to participate in it; 
they tried to predict the outcome of the events that they saw. For 
instance, Nath had purchased bread from Ovularia. Ovularia had made it 
very clear that there was no credit facility. Using their knowledge of 
the character, Nath, the subjects predicted what he would do next.

Host: Nath will run oh!
31 : Or maybe he will start eating the bread. . . See, he is 

eating the bread; trouble will come now. , .

The subjects also used their knowledge of the prevalent themes in 
society, which is what the programme is designed to feature, to predict
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the trend that would be portrayed.

S1 : He will bring out kobo, kobo, [that is coins], or maybe 
old money that is not good.

This was as Nath went through his pockets, trying to get the money to
pay for the bread. In deed he brought dirty notes, and the coins.
Ovularia rejected the money that he paid. At this point, the subject's
were able to identify what the message was to be.

"Okay, it's the new, one naira, now"

S1 was able to see through the message of the programme; the day's 
episode was to promote the newly introduced naira coin. The message was 
not debated further, nor was auiy unintended message read from it at that 
time. The subjects were totally engrossed in it.

The next scene was in the "Yoruba" family's residence. Jegede, and 
Ramota his wife, were featured. Jegede was suspicious of the motives 
behind his wife's amiable disposition towards him. As he feared, the 
woman was after something. This was amusing to the subjects.

The very  n ex t even t in  th e  ep isode was n o t aunusing. The s u b je c ts  were

quite indignant, like Jegede was, when Ovularia, who was visiting the
family in view, instructed her grown up nephew, to take a live chicken
home. It was SI who was more vehement.

SI: Oh, oh! You see a young boy [man] dress[ed] like this,
you say he should carry a chicken home.

S1 : Yes! [in agreement] what Jegede is saying is that, it's
not good for a young boy [man] to take chicken along the
road, so he is not supporting Ovularia.

It is interesting that SI was in agreement with the traditional, albeit 
patriarchal reasoning. The argument was that the "boy", featured as an
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undergraduate, was beyond the task of carrying a live chicken especially 
"along the road". Ovularia's position, was based on a more liberating 
outlook to life. If the boy was not too old to eat of the chicken when 
it had been prepared, then he was not too old to help in getting it to 
the right destination. Even though these viewers did not agree with her 
reasoning, Ovularia had her way in the programme.

The subjects were attentive to the programme, even during the commercial 
break. The advertisement was like an extension of the programme 
especially as the actors retained the characters which they had in the 
substantive programme. There was no other advertisement at this time, 
except for this one, which was the sponsor's.

In spite of his understanding of the Igbo language, there was still a 
limitation to how much the host could cope with the portrayals that were 
deeply rooted in the culture. For instance, there was a joke which 
Zebrudaya cracked with his wife. Even though the joke was translated 
into English, it was only S1 who could really appreciate it, because she 
had a better grasp of the culture. The joke had been used as a parable; 
it was to have had a communicative function.

At the end of the viewing experience, the subjects aired their views on 
what they had seen. It was the man who lead the appraisal, and SI took a 
cue from him. She agreed with his reasoning which reflected the male 
advantaged traditions. Their position on the earlier cited example was 
re - affirmed. There were other examples of the women's actions which 
the subjects found condemnable.

SI : I agree with what he's saying, because when Ovularia is 
selling something in the house, and the husband asks for 
some things, she must [should] have been giving him, so 
far they are staying together in a house . . . if he

490



didn't pay her directly, he can pay her another way, 
because he is her husband. . . Ovularia does not have the 
right to say her husband should give her money before she 
gives him whatever she wants, so far as she is selling it 
in the house, she's not going outside to go and buy it. 
[my emphasis]

The other act which was condemned was Ramota's; who had ulterior motives 
in showing affection to her husband. SI identified this as being true of 
a lot of women, but she acknowledged that there were still some who had 
sincere affection.

Both the male and female subjects came to the same conclusion, that 
women love money, even more than they love their husbands. The point at 
which they disagreed was where the man generalised this to all women. S1 
preferred to make exceptions here.

It was these social relationships that were portrayed that captured the 
attention of the subjects, more than the intended message. The intended 
message was not missed. The subjects had no problems identifying what 
the programme purposed to say to them. It was just that there was more 
in the programme, even in the intended message, than the producers' 
intentions. For instance, they used the summary of the intended message 
as a cue to discuss other rumours that they had heard about the matter. 
These had not been incorporated into the programme.

The viewing for the evening was rounded up at this time. SI said she 
only watched the news occasionally. Likewise, the host said he only 
listened to a few points of the news before going to sleep. They both 
had very early start to their days because of the nature of their jobs.

The hostess had not joined in the viewing at all. Although her husband
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said she was busy, it appeared that she was shy; and a sense of 
inadequacy had overwhelmed her because of the language barriers. She 
only spoke her own dialect, and so she had limited ability to 
communicate with the others.

Day 3

The h o s ts  were n o t around on th i s  day, b u t had made t h e i r  home 

a c c e s s ib le  to  th e  s u b je c t .

At about 8.30 p.m. she stumbled on a drama programme on the network 
service. She had no preference for that evening because according to 
her, she does not normally watch TV on Wednesdays. The actual 
explanation though was the other way round. She had not been making 
allowance to watch TV, because she had not been aware of any programme 
that would make the effort worth her while. She had only planned to 
watch that evening because of the research exercise. Otherwise, like her 
hosts, she too would have gone visiting.

She had closed early on that day, but she had taken her time to eat, and 
get through her routine, such that viewing did not even begin till about 
8.30. Closing early had thus not meant an earlier exposure to 
programmes. There were other things to do. This pattern again, seems to 
be, because subject did not own a set.

The programme which was found was a series. Because the subject had not 
begun viewing the programme from the beginning, she had to fill in the 
gaps as she went along. It was not long after she joined in the viewing 
that the programme ended. This was an indication to her, of how much she 
had missed. Her reading of the programme was thus beset with
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assumptions.

R: What are they talking about?
SI : I  th in k , you know, th i s  g i r l  i s  q u a r r e l l in g  w ith  th e  

o th e r  g i r l ' s  husband, when I  tuned  th e  ch anne l. T h a t 's  
what th i s  one i s  t e l l i n g  h e r -  th a t  th e  o th e r  man i s  very 
annoyed w ith  h e r because by [o f h e r]  le a v in g  h e r  husband 
to  [go] to  ano ther p la c e . . . [ s ic ]  (my em phasis)

The assumptions had transformed the real meaning of the programme. The 
"husband" in question was no husband but a drug baron. The two women 
were drug couriers, and it was the attempt by one of them to go 
straight, that had been the cause of the annoyance, and the fight.

In her report, SI began on the note of supposition, but she soon became
more confident, no longer "thinking", but positively identifying the
action in the clips that reviewed the highlights of the programme. These
were the clips that accompanied the closing credits.

"This is where they fought. This is the other girl's husband.
This is where she got off the taxi. That was how the man
knew. "

She was more confident as she had the visuals to buttress her reading. 
The expectation seemed to be that the pictures were clear enough, for 
the same inferences to be made. In deed the misinformation was so 
plausible, and would not have been disputed, had one not seen the 
programme.

This observation is important especially in a communal context of 
viewing. The erroneous report, could have been shared with a co - viewer 
who for some reason had missed parts of the programme. (Ref. viewing
patterns in locations 1, 2, 7, 8, and 11). In such an instance, the
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error in reading buttressed by the visuals supplied by the programme, 
is shared, and not contained. As the programme ended, the subject
searched round the other stations. she wanted to know what else was 
worth watching. There was an advert on one station, and state news on
another. She concluded that there was nothing on. The news and the
advert, as well as the prospects of the network news, amounted to
"nothing".

Her reaction at the end of the programme on this day was different from 
that of the previous day. She was still keen to watch television. The 
problem was that there was no satisfactory programme. This was in 
contrast to the previous day when she had been in a hurry to leave. 
Although this can be linked to the absence of her hosts, it may also be 
linked to other factors; like her physical state, or even the pleasure 
derived from the preceding viewing experience.

Observation ended at this point, as SI switched off the set, and 
went to her own quarters.

Day 4

The host and hostess were home on this day. As with the previous day, 
subject did not know what to watch. It was not a day when she normally 
watched television. This was since the New Village Headmaster, a drama 
programme on the network service had been discontinued, (at least a 
quarter; that is 3 months).

The owners of the set were no better. They had no idea of what to 
expect. They stumbled on a drama programme which was in Yoruba. The 
programme, a long standing comedy, featured such characters as "Baba

494



Sala" and "Papalolo", who are both widely reputable. The choice was 
unanimously approved.

Besides watching the pictures, the subjects used their limited knowledge 
of Yoruba, to make sense of the conversations. The most competent of 
them, 81, acted as the translator. As with the viewing of the programme 
in pidgin English which they could easily follow, they were so engrossed 
in this programme, that they even tried to predict the outcome of the 
unfolding events.

The programme was again on contemporary social issues which they could 
easily relate with. They could thus have a say.

It was about the plight of street traders, in the hands of town council 
officials. Baba Sala, and Papalolo, had appeared as council officials, 
confiscating the traders wares. But they were impostors, they had not 
been authorised to carry out such raids. The subjects were confident 
that the men would be apprehended. They were confident that greed, would 
cause the pair to fall out. It was obvious that the subjects were 
familiar with this kind of programme.

What is more interesting though, is that the subjects never linked that 
which they saw in the drama, with what happens in reality. This was very 
different from the trend observed in some other locations. (Re. - 
Location, 4 & 8)

It was when the programme had ended that the hostess had lamented her 
incompetence with the Yoruba language, and how that had been a 
discouragement, regarding her interest in the television as a whole.
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I t  was a ls o  when th e  programme had ended th a t  th e  s u b je c ts  searched  

round and found a drama on th e  network s e rv ic e ,  which was in  E n g lish . 

The programme, unknown to  th e  s u b je c ts ,  had s ta r t e d  a t  8 o ' c lo ck . They 

had missed 30 m inutes of th e  programme when they  found i t .

SI had heard about the programme from a friend, but had not been mindful 
of it. None of them had ever watched the programme. They were not 
certain of what to expect. They were engrossed in the viewing, and there 
was very little chatter that accompanied the viewing. There were no 
attempts to predict what would happen next. The programme was viewed in 
silence.

Like the earlier programme, this one also showed some form of deceit. 
This was the first remarkable feature which the subjects found in the 
programme.

SI : That girl just deceived her that somebody is calling him,
so that the other girl will go. . . Na wa oh! [meaning
- remarkable] (Hiss)

A two timing doctor had been saved from the wrath of his girlfriend, by
a nurse, who turned out to be yet another of his lovers. The above
comment was made as this became apparent; when the doctor and the nurse 
were shown entangled in an embrace after the "girlfriend" had left.

The above comment illustrates the type of comments that characterised 
the viewing of this programme. They were expressions of the sense made 
of the programme. This facilitated the existence of a group reading, 
even if there were any individual variations. The group readings on this 
occasion were not contested. This may suggest that SI was seen as being

496



more competent. It may however be that she, being more vocal, expressed 
their thoughts before they managed to. SI was the one who interpreted 
and labelled the proceedings in the programme. It was later revealed 
that her interpretations were tainted by her personal experience.

She identified with the character's situation, and used the benefit of 
hindsight, to assess such. She interpreted the advice to one of the 
characters, from another, (that she should be wary of her smooth talking 
suitor) as "jealousy". In this, she was projecting into the character's 
experience, and equating such with hers. She had once received such 
advice, and in her case, it had been motivated by jealousy.

Another example was the sympathy which was expressed for the 
"persecuted" mother. This sympathy had been misplaced, because the 
subjects had not been following the programme. They merely saw a mother 
who was not wanted by her daughter-in-law, and a weak son who could not 
effect control in his home. They had not been aware of the woman's 
attempts (in previous episodes) to dissolve the son's marriage.

There were other examples were the subjects' reading had no bearing on 
the story line. They had based such readings on the visuals alone; the 
gestures which they saw. Their evaluation of the relationship was based 
on their cultural values. The clash in the values they held, and those 
portrayed were even more glaring in this programme than in the previous 
day's. This programme was set in contemporary society, and the 
characters mainly reflected those in the upper echelons of society. The 
characters in the previous day's programme were such with whom the 
subject could identify. Yet even in their portrayal, the subjects could 
not agree with some of their reasoning.
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The subject watched the programme right to the end. She even watched the
visual montage which accompanied the closing credits. This way, she had
a chcuice to see what had transpired before she tuned to the programme.
That meauit she was able to form an opinion on what she had missed. Such
an opinion was subject to a lot of assumptions as illustrated earlier.
She followed the same pattern.

SI : I am seeing that the reason why the girl got annoyed 
because maybe her husband did not tell her the truth, 
that he got a letter from the boy's mother. The boy did 
not tell his wife and she heard it from outside that's 
there's a letter to her husband. That is why she was
quarrelling with the husband. . . "

The others had left right at the end of the performance and so had not
been chanced to fill even the visual gap. Either way, they had all left
the programme with an incomplete picture of the programme.

Another interesting feature of the evening's viewing was that the
subject SI, and her host were not able to reach an agreement just like
the characters within the programme over what was considered to be 
proper. Having determined the probable cause of the couple's
disagreement, an argument ensued which was a replica of that within the 
programme.

The man argued that there was no reason why a man had to tell his wife 
or even girlfriend that his mother wrote to him; even if she was the 
subject of the letter. He considered the woman's insistence on being 
told, as an affront - an infringement on his privacy. The matter was
treated as a threat to his manhood.

The woman on the other hand did not particularly demand to know the 
content of the letter. It was for her, a matter of courtesy that she be
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told. In the instance that outsiders knew about the letter, even before 
she did, the situation was considered to reflect a lack of trust. It was 
considered as a threat to their relationship.

Both parties argued hypothetical situations, using the facts from the 
programme. As in the programme, they could not reach a compromise.

This concluded the observation as SI left to join her friends who had
called to see her, and had joined in the viewing, for a brief while at
the tail end. They had not waited to see the closing credits.

Days 5 & 6
There was no viewing on either of these days. Subject was off on Day 6. 
As a result she had seized the opportunity to visit her friends who 
lived in another part of town. She reported that they had attended an 
all night party. Hence the reason why she stayed over. This was also an 
indication of the amount of TV that was watched. She had reported that 
there was no viewing at all, since her friends did not own a set.

Although she was sorry for disrupting the study, Friday, (Day 5), was 
one of those days that she did not normally view television. According 
to her, it was a day when all the Moslem programmes, which she was not
interested in, were shown.

Day 5 was another day when she did not view. This time she did not blame 
the programming. It just happened that Saturday was the only day she had 
to herself having such a busy schedule during the week. On this 
Saturday, she decided to visit her sister who had recently given birth 
to a baby, to help her with some of her chores. She spent the night at

499



the said sister's place, and only returned on the afternoon of Day 7. 
There had been no TV in that sister's place either.

Subject's absence is not treated as a disruption or limitation of the 
study, since it is illustrative of her typical time use pattern.

Day 7
The host and hostess were not at home. They had made their home 
accessible to the subject, on this occasion as well. She thus had the 
freedom to watch what she pleased, when she pleased.

The first programme that was watched was a comedy in Yoruba. It was a 
repeat and subject had watched it before. On this occasion, the 
programme was not concluded. Because she had watched it before, she was 
aware of the lapse.

The programme had been on Lagos Weekend Television. The quality had been 
very poor, and the tape had been dragging. In spite of this, and the 
fact that she had seen the programme before, subject was still 
disappointed that it was taken off the air midway through the programme.

The programme was replaced by a medley of music. This seemed to placate 
S1 who claimed to like any type of music.

The programme, a comedy, had been about how two in-laws, got involved 
with each other, whilst looking after their children's home. The 
children were hospitalised at that time. Their secret affair was exposed 
when the woman became pregnant. This was the point where the programme 
was stopped on this occasion.
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S u b jec t re p o r te d  th a t  th e  o th e r  p a i r  o f p a re n ts  a ls o  decided  to  g e t 

invo lved  as  a r e s u l t  o f th e  condemnable a c t  o f t h e i r  spouses. This was 

how th e  m a tte r  was re so lv e d , th e  couple was l e f t  in  d is g ra c e , as t h e i r  

p a re n ts  swapped p a r tn e rs .

The c o n te n t of the  programme a t t r a c t e d  no comments from th e  s u b je c t .  

This was p o ss ib ly  because th e  incom plete showing of th e  programme had 

become a more p re ss in g  is s u e  a t  th e  tim e.

The c o n te n t of th e  m usicals a t t r a c te d  th e  su b je c ts  comments. This was

ag a in  based  on th e  s u b je c t 's  e v a lu a tio n  of th e  perform ance a g a in s t h e r

v a lu e s , h e r  ex p ec ta tio n  o f what was r i g h t .  I t  was th e  p re s e n ta t io n  o f

C h r is t ia n  music th a t  f i r s t  came under s c ru t in y .  A ccording to  h e r , she

w atches th e  TV p re s e n ta tio n  of m usicals to  le a rn  th e  a p p ro p r ia te  dance

s te p s .  She a lso  uses the  p re s e n ta t io n  to  a s s e s s  th e  perfo rm er.

S I: . . . l e t  say i ' l l  know how to  dance i t ,  and maybe th e  
peop le  s in g in g , I  w i l l  know how th ey  a c t .  L e t 's  say  i t  i s  
church music, I w il l  know how th e  person  i s  a c t in g  as  a 
C h r is t ia n .

In  o th e r  words, th e  message in  th e  song i s  n o t th e  on ly  message she

ta k e s  from th e  p re s e n ta t io n . She a lso  w atches th e  dance, and in t e r p r e t s

th a t ,  to  see  i f  i t  c o r r e la te s  w ith  what i s  be ing  spoken. This i s  b e s id e s

le a rn in g  th e  a p p ro p ria te  dance s te p s .

"By th e  way th e  people who dance i t  . . . L et me p u t i t  t h i s  
way, what th e  man i s  s in g in g  i s  C h r is t ia n  m usic, b u t th e  way 
they  dance i t ,  they d o n 't  suppose to  dance C h r is t ia n  music 
l i k e  th a t .  Because, as th e  man i s  a c t in g ,  h is  a c t s  shows th a t  
i t ' s  C h r is t ia n  music th a t  he i s  p la y in g , b u t th e  people who 
a re  dancing  i t ,  l ik e  t h i s  one now, i t  d o e s n 't  show th a t  i t  i s  
C h r is t ia n  music they a re  dancing . They dance as  i f  they  a re  
dancing  d isc o  o r any o th e r  music. For a C h r is t ia n  m usic, they 
a re  n o t supposed to  dance as they  a re  dancing . I t  i s  what 
someone i s  supposed to  dance w ith  coo l body and coo l mind."
[ s ic ]
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The subject’s pre-disposition was clearly directing her response to the 
programme. The subject makes a distinction between the type of dancing 
permissible at parties, and such gatherings which are to the "self", and 
such that should be acceptable in a gathering which is to God. Subject 
belongs to a church that does not condone dancing during its service. 
She cited the criticism of the programme as a point to buttress the 
argument for the doctrine.

After the musical interlude, the programme line up was promoted. This 
was followed by another musical. Subject was conscious of the programme 
which she meant to watch. This was a children's programme from the 
network service. She could not pick any NTA station with a clear
reception. She thus settled for a Christian programme on OGTV. She
watched with rapt attention. The room was so quiet that one could hear a 
pin drop. This was however not indicative of her interest in the
programme. It was an indication of the learnt appropriate response. 
Within a few minutes, she yawned, and later she asked for the time. 
Reckoning that she could still catch the preferred Children's programme, 
she switched round the channels again. She settled for the NTA channel 
12. She had not been mindful of the fact that being a network programme, 
the programme would have been on this station. It was only when she 
searched round that she found it. Earlier on she had made a
predetermined scan of the Lagos based NTA stations.

Even when she found the programme, the subject did not watch it. It is 
not clear that the poor reception alone can be blamed for this. (Compare 
the determination of subjects in location 11 to watch drama programme). 
In this case, she was more interested in chatting. She was experiencing
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some personal problems, on which she required counsel. It was only in 
the dying minutes of the programme that she acknowledged its presence. 
There was no more viewing for the day.

Discussion
Exposure Pattern, and Ultimate View
Subject confirmed the observed time use pattern. She is usually 
available for viewing at about 7.30 or 8.00 p.m. on weekdays. She
introduced another dimension of her selectivity, which had not been 
observed.

Fatigue was another reason why she does not watch TV every day. 
Sometimes, she may be too tired after the day's work. When considered 
along with the fact that she had to leave her own room, to go next door 
to watch, the cost of viewing was too high to make the exercise 
worthwhile. In a situation where the cost of viewing was not as taxing, 
this might have been different. Ownership of set, was thus again shown, 
to be a factor that affects intensity of viewing.

This is confirmed by the subject's view of the function of the medium.
For her, television was a companion; a medium which eases loneliness.

"If you are alone, you can switch on the television then you
can feel somebody is talking to you. Then if you are not
happy, you put it on, you will see people playing, then you 
can laugh and forget what is making you pressure [sic] That 
is why I watch television."

Because of her need for a highly selective pattern of viewing, an 
anticipation of known pattern of programming, underlined her viewing 
plans. There were however occasions which did not fit the mould. There 
were programmes which she had stumbled on by accident, and some which
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she had expected but which never came. She recalled the drama programme 
which she had seen on a Monday, a day which she had written off, as it
were. To her, the drama had been a fluke.

The programme had actually been a serialised drama. She had only seen 
one episode, and had missed the other parts. This was similar to what 
happened with Thursday's viewing, (Day 4). The result of this on 
subject's interpretation of the programme is that subject is at a loss 
regarding the real intentions of the programme makers. She is not aüole 
to take the complete message of the programme. Her views are thus 
riddled with assumptions.

The inconvenience of the viewing arrangement meant that subject was very
definite in the expression of her preferences. Besides dramas and the
musicals, television for her was none existent.

R: When you say you want to watch television, what do you
have in mind?

SI : I first of all check if there is something intelligent to 
watch. If I find [such] I will sit down and watch. . . If 
I can meet a play like that, I will sit down and watch 
it, then maybe if they are singing, I will sit down and 
see how they sing the song. . .

R: Besides drama and singing you won't watch anything else?
SI : There's nothing else than those.

What this meant in essence is that the subject only planned to watch the 
dramas. As seen during the observation, the musicals were often not 
scheduled; only serving as fillers. Viewing of such could therefore not 
be planned. Exposure to these were dependent on if one was available 
before a functional set.

Going by the same reasoning, it may not follow that her definition of
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what t e le v i s io n  means can no t be expanded. T h is need n o t be so . For

in s ta n c e , what happens i f  she happened to  be b e fo re  a fu n c tio n a l s e t  and

she was exposed to  o th e r  programme c a te g o r ie s ?  The ready  example

i l l u s t r a t i n g  th i s  i s  h e r response  to  a d v e rtisem e n ts  which she was so

fa m ilia r  w ith , th a t  she cou ld  s in g  a lo n g . She d id  n o t o b je c t to  w atching

c e r t a in  in te rv ie w  and d isc u ss io n  programmes, p a r t i c u l a r ly  th o se  which

ta rg e t  th e  women fo lk . Her i n t e r e s t  in  th e s e , was p u rp o se fu l.

"Some o f th o se  th in g s  w i l l  show us how to  be n ic e  to  [our] 
husband . . how you w il l  do in  th e  house, so th a t  i s  why i f  I 
see  som ething l ik e  th a t ,  I  w il l  l i k e  to  w atch ."

The em phasis on " s i t  down and watch" in  th e  e a r l i e r  s ta te m e n t, connotes 

th e  d e te rm in a tio n  invo lved  in  th e  type o f v iew ing . This i s  a p o in te r  to  

th e  v a r ia t io n s  th a t  e x i s t  in  th e  a c t  o f v iew ing. The o th e r  programme 

type which th e  s u b je c t expressed  i n t e r e s t  in ,  which she would watch 

o c c a s io n a lly  were f ilm s . The viewing o f t h i s  had been c u r ta i l e d  by h e r  

tim e use p a t te r n .  Because th e  film s a re  u s u a lly  shown l a t e  in  th e  n ig h t ,  

and sh e  t r i e s  to  s le e p  e a r l y  (a b o u t 10 p .m .)  sh e  had  found  i t  

im p ra c tic a l to  watch th e se  more f re q u e n tly .

From th e  d is c u s s io n , th e re  i s  no doubt th a t  th e  s u b je c t  has a s t r i c t l y  

determ ined  p a t te r n  of exposure to  th e  programming. In  h e r  ca se , th e  

occu rrence  o f in c id e n ta l  view ing had been reduced  to  b a r e s t  minimum. Her 

fa v o u r ite  a d v e r ts  were a l l  such as a re  ta rg e te d  tow ards women; m others 

and housew ives. T h is  was in d ic a t iv e  of th e  k ind  o f programmes which she 

w atched.

Advertisements
Though she  en joyed  th e  a d v e r ts ,  they  d id  n o t always evoke th e  d e s ire d  

b e h av io u ra l re sp o n se . Though she d id  n o t doubt th e  c la im s , she saw th e
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a d v e r ts  a s  an exaggeration  of r e a l i t y .  For in s ta n c e , she ad m itted  th a t  

Maggi cubes made a d if fe re n c e  in  cooking, b u t she would n o t p u t i t  in  

every  th in g  th a t  she cooked.

" . . . s o  f a r  th e  in g re d ie n ts  a re  com plete , . . . i t  does no t 
mean th a t  i f  th e re  i s  no Maggi in  a soup, somebody w i l l  say , 
" I t ' s  n o t sweet, I c a n 't  e a t"

The a d v e r t o f th e  p a r t i c u la r  p roduct had only  in s in u a te d  th e  message 

th a t  th e  s u b je c t r e je c te d .  I t  had n o t s a id  th a t  cooking w ith o u t Maggi 

w i l l  be r e je c te d ,  i t  had only  s a id  accep tance  o f cooking w i l l  be 

enhanced w ith  th e  use of Maggi cubes. Some o th e r  p ro d u c ts  in  th e  same 

genre  as  Maggi had made th e  s a id  prom ise.

These o th e r  p ro d u c ts  a re  o f te n  tim es r e f e r r e d  to  as Maggi, which b e in g  

th e  brand le a d e r ,  had become g e n e ric  la b e l  fo r  th e  p ro d u c t. These had 

a ls o  come ou t in  th e  s u b je c t 's  read in g  of th e  a d v e rtis e m e n ts .

Striking themes
The s u b je c t  on th e  whole, found te le v is io n  to  be r e a l i s t i c .  She ag reed  

th a t  i t  shou ld  be taken  s e r io u s ly .  T e le v is io n  fo r  h e r  was a medium which 

we can le a rn  from. This had a lre a d y  been i l l u s t r a t e d  by th e  purpose fo r  

view ing d is c u s s io n  and in te rv ie w  programmes, a lth o u g h  th e se  were n o t 

m entioned amongst th e  ca teg o ry  o f programmes which she s e t  o u t to  w atch. 

They d id  n o t rank  high enough on th e  s c a le  o f p r i o r i t y  which h e r  

s i tu a t io n  c o n s tra in e d  h er to  u se . But she d id  f in d  th e  medium as  one 

from which one could  le a rn  le sso n s  to  cope w ith  l i f e .  T h is  made th e  

le sso n s  which she le a rn t  from th e  dramas more i n t e r e s t i n g .
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Dramas and Films
The subject was able to recall with clear details what she watched in 
some of the dramas. She clearly enjoyed reliving the viewing experience. 
In some cases though she had confused the facts in the story line. This 
was due to her limited knowledge of the Yoruba language, and as seen 
during the observation, her incomplete readings of the programme.

By reading only the visuals, subject had introduced her own 
interpretations, which on occasions were not part of the intended 
message. This was only detected because the researcher had viewed the 
programme which she was trying to describe. At the end of the day, the 
main lesson of the programme was not affected. The theme of retribution; 
evil being overcome by good, was still manifest. It was the details of 
how that came about that had been transformed. (This was the first drama 
viewed in Location 2 on Day 1).

In a similar way, the subject also had formed an impression of a genre
which she admitted she does not watch often. Of the portrayal she had
seen on films she said:

"They show us how to steal may be by going to their house 
when they are not around ; or at night when the people have 
slept. . . to took [sic] their property away. . . In short, 
the way they move, how gentle they are, they will just do as 
though they want to catch somebody. . . so they will just
keep silent until they took what they want, then they will be 
going. And anybody they see on their way, they will just 
shoot the person so that the person will not be alive to 
witness."

The description which subject has based her views on, have been mainly 
visual. She had made no reference to the story line, nor did she give 
any indication that she understood the motivation or the reasoning 
underlying the violence that she described. This was not the case with
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the local dramas. Although she recognised the presence of evil, and

violence, in her view, she was able to appreciate the need for the
portrayal of such; knowing that it was a means to a desirable end. The
lesson of retribution; vindication; eventual prevalence of good over
evil was dominant.

"what I get in that play is that, how God did his work - 
somebody whose hand is clear to somebody, no matter what they 
try, God will never agree [permit] because, hence I'm not
doing anything, to you, and you are trying to suffer [punish] 
me, all what you are doing will not reach my body. God knows 
I didn't think bad to you, auid I didn't think bad to anybody 
else - [Anticipation of God's thoughts] - 'The person whose 
mind is clear he does not trouble somebody like him, how can 
I allow somebody to suffer him?' . . . That's what happened 
to Bello and his sister had it not been the hand of God that 
man could have killed them. "

This type of reading seemed to excuse a certain type of portrayal, and 
not the other which could not be thus explained. It was this type of 
"mindless" violence that attracted the subject's criticism. Compare the 
lesson which she found in the earlier description, with that which she 
felt was inherent in the films.

. . And to me, I don't think it is good for children who 
like to copy, to watch such a thing, because they just act as 
in the film. Like these children, [referring to the children 
in the neighbourhood] they will be playing, they will just 
shoot - pa sha, pa sha, pa sha . . . It's because of what 
they watch from the films. So, to me, I don't think it is 
good for children to watch film of stealing, because it can 
be, a stubborn child who will like to copy every bad thing. "

In other words, subject felt that the resolution of the problems in 
films, was not sufficient deterrent to the difficult child, who may be 
tempted to copy the negative ways that are portrayed. It is easy to see 
how the subject could arrive at this kind of reading. By relying mainly 
on the pictures, the subject, and other viewers like herself are 
deprived of the rationalisation that could be embedded in the dialogue.
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On the whole, this subject saw television as a medium which she could 
learn from. She was not bothered about the credibility of the source, 
but she saw TV as a window through which she could see what was going 
on. This applied mainly to the dramas, and the religious programmes, not 
the news and such programmes which she definitely did not watch. She was 
not very critical as regards the production elements - the aesthetic 
quality of the programmes. What mattered most to her was the story which 
got told.

In spite of her indiscriminate affinity for local drama productions, she 
had an ethnic bias when it came to identifying her favourite characters. 
These were the people whom she would like to imitate. It thus seems to 
follow, that she was taking from television, what she had brought to it.

Subject's view of the technology as has been shown, had determined her 
expectation of the service there from. Television was a source of 
relaxation. It was to be like a window on the world which one could gaze 
through when not occupied. Yet in all of this, it was a place where one 
learned what was going on.

This explains why some of the programmes which subject was exposed to 
were refused - they were not relevant to her needs. Unless there is a 
coincidence in the programmers' attitude and that of the viewers a large 
proportion of the service will remain largely irrelevant.
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LOCATION 6 - A SCHOOL MISTRESS AT HOME

Subject is a primary school teacher, and she has a 4-year old daughter. 
Her husband is an engineer who had worked with the NTA, and thus had 
specialised knowledge of the TV industry. The wife did not have this.

Although the family lived in a bungalow on their own, the subject was 
often in the compcuiy of her neighbours. Because their houses were close, 
to each other, they belonged to the same profession, and shared similar 
interests, they had children of similar ages who played together, there 
was the tendency for the women to converge in each other's houses.

Unlike her neighbours she did not have a shop were she traded after 
school. She thus had the opportunity to spend more time at home. It 
turned out though that her time, was not necessarily free for TV.

During the observation period, the subject had her teenage brother-in- 
law, (an undergraduate) in the home. Otherwise, she lived alone with her 
(nuclear) family, and her maid.

It became apparent during the period, that the subject was experiencing 
serious emotional turmoils which she had tried to cover. The observation 
of her emotional state adds an important dimension to the study as it 
does affect her viewing pattern, and her response to the programmes. 
This need not be considered a limitation, as it could be indicative of a 
sizeable group of women in the society; those who are struggling with 
marital and such undisclosed problems.

Another feature of this week which might suggest that it was not a
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typical viewing week, was that the subject spent a better part of the 
week attending a Christian outreach in the town. The particular meetings 
were very special to the subject and she did not miss any one of them.

Though these particular meetings were infrequent, and so do not 
illustrate the normal, it does illustrate the subject's priorities. The 
expression of these priorities could have taken different forms. In this 
regard the week should still not be viewed as being atypical.

The subject had a range of 3 stations which she received from her 
location. These were LTV, OGTV, and NTA Ikeja (Channel 7). Of these, 
only LTV was reliable. The other two stations; the one from the state, 
(OGTV), and the other from Lagos, were not always clear.

The set in the home was a large colour set. It was centrally located in 
the comfortable sitting room. The sitting room was adjacent to the
dining room, but the arrangement was such that the set could not be
viewed from the dining area.

The sitting/dinning area, separated the kitchen and the bedrooms. This 
meant that anyone who was in either of those sections of the house was 
out of viewing range. This was especially when the airconditioner was in 
use, and the sound from the set was restricted to the sitting area.

Day 1

The subject's house was active and noisy. There were 5 boisterous 
children, and 3 mothers. There was also the subject's brother-in-law 
(B1). He was the only one who sat in the sitting room, watching TV. The
programme in view was Another Life.
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The women were in the kitchen, and the children were playing in the 
porch. Subject (SI) was cooking, whilst her friends kept her company. 
Even after the meal was ready, they remained in the kitchen, chatting, 
and possibly keeping an eye on the children. The subject's husband (H) 
returned from work at about 7.15 p.m. The group at this time moved into 
the sitting room. 31 served her daughter's food and tried to get her to 
eat, while still "entertaining" her friends. Bl's meal was also served 
but he kept viewing the programme. The entrance of the group did not 
appear to have distracted him. He sat, "glued" to the programme until it 
ended.

It was only when the programme ended, when the signature tune
accompanying the closing credits was heard that the group noticed it.
These s u b je c ts  were no t r e g u la r  v iew ers. In  f a c t ,  w ith o u t any prom pting,

31 described her use of TV. The point she was trying to make was that
she did not watch TV very much, and that she was not worth studying.

31: Oh, Another Life! It's finished. That's the programme I 
watch once in a while. Then I watch Ripples, and the 8 o' 
clock news.
I'm only interested in the 9 o' clock news when I've 
heard the headlines. If the main news is not what I'm 
interested in, I just go to sleep. . . Then I like
musical interludes. "

3he soon continued to remember other programmes that she liked, and it 
became apparent, that she watched more TV than she could readily think 
of. This confirmed that she was worth studying, especially as her lack 
of viewing was also of interest.

At the commercial break, the children, who were now in the sitting room, 
danced to the Coca-cola advertisement. The mothers engaged in their own
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discussion, ignoring the set, but keeping an eye on the frisky children.

The trend continued into the 8 o' clock news. This was one of the 
programmes that the subject had identified as what she watches on 
television. The only person who watched the programme, with a 
determination; shutting out all the noise around him; was B1. Even after 
her neighbour left with her children, midway through the programme, SI 
did not watch. Instead, she trailed her active daughter around the room, 
trying to get her to eat. Thereafter, her husband emerged from the 
bedroom area, and she set the food on the table.

The fam ily  th en  had t h e i r  d in n e r . They were ou t of view ing ran g e , even 

i f  th ey  cou ld  h e a r what was going on. There were no rem arks to  in d ic a te  

th a t  they  took any n o tic e  o f any th ing  th a t  was coming from th e  s e t .

Right after the meal, the husband (H), came to the sitting room, and 
immediately took the remote control. He switched away from the channel 
in view at the time, (LTV). This was showing a documentary on government 
activities. He selected OGTV instead. This was showing a musical 
interlude at the time. With the music in the background, H engaged the 
researcher in a conversation. He did not watch the programme, nor was it 
apparent that he had any intentions of doing so. It seemed to have been 
selected for its suitability as part of the room ambience. H had 
definite opinions about the running of the broadcast industry which are 
beyond the scope of the present focus. Some of his comments have been 
used in an another part of the study. His views stem from his 
specialised knowledge of the broadcast engineering. S1 was still 
clearing up at this time. She cleared the table and as well as the 
kitchen.
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In addition to his gripes with the management of the stations, H was not

impressed with the programming. He was particularly against foreign
productions. Though he was tolerant of some of the soap operas, because
"they make sense", he singled out films for being irrelevant. SI who had
joined the discussion at this time, was of the opinion that there were
"polluting" influences in the films.

31 : I thought of some films, [they] pollute people. Watching 
all those films teaches people how to gun. . . you can
hear the children play[ing] at times, they say; 'I will
gun you' . . .  so it pollutes children and even other 
people in society. That's why I don't have interest in 
films." [sic]

H: You see, so they should try, and develop indigenous films
that will make sense to people [my emphasis]

It was the same people who complained of the "pollution" which comes 
from TV, who buy gms, as toys, for their children, yet it was easier to 
blame TV for the trend. They also fail to monitor the types of 
programmes that the children watch. They overlook the influence of the 
home videos to which the children are also exposed. Instead they praised 
the indigenous programmes, which also feature guns and other forms of 
violence, aind "pollution". [Compare the comments of the group in 
location # 2]

In fact their own example also illustrates the point. The following is a
conclusion of their own example, of a desirable indigenous film. The
film was not watched on the television.

"At the end of it when you sit down and reflect, 'What is
this film trying to teach?' - It teaches us not to be wicked; 
not to be jealous. You [had] see[n] how somebody who was 
jealous ended up. He ended up by planning for somebody to be 
assassinated, amd it was he himself , who was assassinated. .
. So people will learn from this"
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The mode of "assassination" had been a severe beating, which culminated 
in lynching. There were guns in the film as well. It appears that the 
real issue then is the ability to make sense of the programmes - the 
relevance of the programmes to the subject's reality. As H put it, there 
was a preference for those films which made sense.

SI soon withdrew from the discussion whilst H pursued his professional 
appraisal of the TV industry. Although she was still sitting before the 
set, she was not watching.

The house was soon quiet, especially after the daughter had been forced 
to go to bed. The maid had retired into the room, making no attempts to 
watch the set. B1 too had excused himself, and retired into the room. 
This was reflective of the training where subordinates, even as in 
children of discernible age, do not hang around elders without reason, 
and especially without permission.

Before long, S1 had fallen asleep, though she was holding her notes of 
lessons, with the intention to work on them. It was not 9 o' clock yet. 
She had missed the earlier newscasts from the state stations. The trend 
continued into the network newscast. The subject merely sat politely 
beside the researcher, not viewing, but sleeping.

On the contrary, the husband was still alert, awaiting the network news.

As observation ended, and researcher was packing up to go, 51 was 
awakened. She expressed her determination to write her lesson notes 
still. It is thus possible that she may have viewed TV after the 
researcher left.
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Day 2

Observation began in the early evening. Though the set was on, the 
subject did not watch. She was entertaining a guest. It was only when 
she returned from escorting her guest, that she paid attention to that 
which was on. The programme was a Yoruba drama on OGTV. Though the 
subject made attempts to concentrate on the programme, she was 
constantly distracted by her very boisterous daughter, and the other 
children who had come to play. She thus had to try to make sense of that 
which she saw, filling in the gaps resulting from her intermittent 
attention. Meanwhile the subject, B1 was able to watch without any 
visible distractions; having ignored the children, who were all around 
him.

In trying to make sense of what was going on, SI relied on her knowledge
of the culture in which the programme was set; using the visual cues;
and the symbolisms in the action.

SI : They want to give [be thro the] her to a husband, and the
king now desires her. . . It seems like it's the king
[who is getting to marry her] You see, they have adorned 
her neck with beads, royal beads, now she has become a
queen. . . They are taking her to the palace, the king
ordered that she they should bring her. That is what they 
did in olden days, see she is [dumbfounded], she can't 
even talk.

It turned out that this form of visual reading was not reliable. Though 
the interpretations of the visual cues were correct, the subject had 
missed the motivation which had been embedded in the speech. She had not 
been following that. As a result she could not tell, that the king had 
summoned the maiden in order to ensure that she was given to the suitor
whom her parents approved, and not her secret lover. The king had not
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intended to marry the girl for himself as subject assumed.

In fact, after a while, S1 confessed that she was not following the 
programme. She had had to go to the kitchen in between the viewing, and 
the bother from the restless children was not reduced. Even after she 
had made this confession, she still continued viewing, finding pleasure 
in the various elements of the programme, even though she could not 
piece them together. For example, she was entertained by the part where 
a scoundrel gave a report to the king, even though she was not clear of 
its significance. The subject had focused on the composure and the 
gestures at this time.

In spite of the fact that B1 was following the programme, and SI was 
not, he did not volunteer to be her viewing guide, neither did she ask 
him to be. This again is rooted in the existing communication pattern in 
the home. There was not enough familiarity between the two to warrant 
such communication. The social distance that existed between the two was 
maintained.

51 did not see the conclusion of the programme because she was in the 
kitchen. By the time she returned to serve the children their food, the 
programme had been succeeded by a musical interlude. The interlude was 
followed by a special programme, which featured the inauguration of the 
presidential system of government. There was a long pause before this 
programme caune on, after it had been aunnounced. The subject did not show 
any interest in the programme. It was rather used as a back drop for her 
own private conversation which she engaged the researcher in. This had 
nothing to do with the viewing, yet it was about other social issues 
which affected her directly. None the less, she noticed the dressing of
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the characters on the screen.

"Ah, Ah! They all have on, the same cap. . . "

This illustrates that though she did not pay full attention, she was not 
impervious to the elements of the programme.

As she observed the uniformity of the men in the programme, her comment 
which followed was a ridicule of another "government" project - the 
Better Life for Rural Women. The image of the "Rural Women" clad in 
their uniform was what she drew on, making a jest of the "uniformed"
men.

". . . the people of this area know how to [are fond of]
dress in uniformity. . . are these "Rural men" as well."

Even with the remark, she did not care enough to find out just who the 
men were. Though she sat before the set, she was not attentive to the 
programme,

It was obvious after a while that the subject was merely sitting before
the set to please the researcher. She was putting off certain matters
that she needed to attend to. The subject was then encouraged to pursue
her normal routine. The following was her response.

". . .If you want me to be natural like I normally am, you 
are not likely to see me sitting with it [television] . If I 
sit down here, I may get my notes, and sit down here to 
write." [sic]

In deed, this was what the subject had done the day before. She had sat 
before the set with the lesson notes, but she had neither worked on 
them, nor had she viewed the set. She had drifted off to sleep.
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It was possibly as a result of the encouragement from the researcher 
that she should pursue as normal a routine as possible, that there was 

no more viewing at all that evening.

The only programme which attracted the subject's comment was the
programme in Egun language. She marvelled at the diversity of languages
in existence. Though the programme did not make sense to her, she was

able to make some sense out of it. This did not have anything to do with
the programme content at all. This comment was prompted by the dexterity
exhibited in the speech.

"These languages are remarkable. God is patient, he can 
understand all these languages."

The subject's husband had travelled straight from work, so he was not 
returning that evening. It is possible that this also contributed to the 
absence of an incentive to stay awake.

By 9 o' clock, the observation had to be concluded because there was no 
reference to the set at all. B1 had retired by this time. He left after
his dinner, which he had after watching the Yoruba drama.

Days 3 - 5

There was no observation at all, as subject had been attending a crusade 
meeting in town. She usually left at about 7 p.m., after cooking the 
family's meals, and feeding her daughter. She did not return until well 
past 10 p.m.

The interesting feature in this, is the fact that subject could make 

time for the crusade; even take the trouble to journey to the venue of 

the meetings; and stay awake for the programme. When discussing

519



television viewing, she had mentioned the need to sleep early, because 
her day begun very early - about 5.30 a.m. On these days, when she 
attended the crusade, this was not an issue.

This is a reflection of the subject's priorities. Television, service, 
even though it was available to her in the comfort of her home, was not 
high enough on her list of priorities. TV viewing was not an activity 
she made provision for in her schedule. It turned out that all her 
viewing was incidental, (as she had said).

Day 6
Observation began early in the day (about 10 o' clock) as transmission 
starts earlier on at weekends. Subject's home was already buzzing with 
activity at this time. Subject was entertaining a guest, (her brother) 
who had come from another town. They were both sitting in front of the 
functional set, but subject's daughter was making a lot of noise with 
her toys.

The programme which was on was (the news) in Egun lainguage. The language 
was remarked upon by both viewers.

B2: It's a funny language.
SI : It's like that code language we used to use when we were 

children; when we didn't want other people to understand 
what we were saying. We either spoke from the back [that 
is reverse] or something.

It was the language itself that had attracted their attention. In this 
instance, the subject had taken a different message from the use of the 
language, than she had done on an earlier occasion. Her reading this 
time, had been directed by her brother's comment.
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The programme which followed was a foreign Sports prograunme. This
attracted the interest of B2 whose remarks again drew Si's attention to 
the programme. The viewing was an extension of their conversation. It 
supplied an agenda for their conversation. This was premised on B2's 
interest in the subject of the programme.

B2: I do like Sports programmes, especially foreign ones.
There are some feats that are wonderfully performed. We
Nigerians can never perform such. Ever! Like this one, 
what's it called, car racing. . .

b2's comments dominated the discussion. Si's few contributions were
overshadowed by his. She was more a recipient of his views, agreeing 
with that with which she was familiar, and "learning" those which were 
news to her. This was possibly as a result of his superior education; 
his confidence; and her lack of confidence at the time. She did not 
contend his views.

They were agreed on the fact that car racing was dangerous; tennis was 
boring, and had too many rules and formalities. Si's attention was drawn 
to the expenses involved in horse racing.

B2: Do you know that the cost of feeding this horse per day, 
is more than some family can afford? the cost of the 
food; the cost of the drugs; the treatment; and if you 
refuse to treat it per day it may loose it's sensitivity.

SI : Since the day that thing [a horse] killed Kaingiwa, [a 
prominent politician] I've hated it.

The above was evoked by the segment of the prograimme which featured well 
groomed horses in a race. What is interesting is B2 divergence from the 
presented line of communication. He had looked beyond the well 
conditioned horses, beyond their preparedness for the race, into the
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economics involved in the sport, comparing this with the reality of his 
own experience.

SI had more than agreed with him, and his reasoning had been confirmed
by another negative experience in which the auiimal was prominent.
Although the particular sport had been given negative value, the

positive image of the participants, and the culture which they
reflected, was not adversely affected.

B2: . . . These white men like to engage in risky games. They 
risk their lives. Anyway, that is why they are
progressing. If you must make progress, you must be 
prepared to take risks. All those inventions - if you
know how many lives are lost in the process.

It is interesting that the subject arrived at this conclusion; finding

justification for what would otherwise be condemned, but still upholding
the Western culture, whereas he made no such provisions for Nigerians.
Rather he was outrightly disdainful. This was evident even in the

viewing of a Sports programme.

The confidence which B2's views and comments exude was striking.

The programme gave way to the station promotion. One of the celebrities 
featured in the montage was recognised, and became a focus of B2's next 
"report". The report on this celebrity, led to grape - vine reports on 
other celebrities who had not even been featured. - Who is dating who? 
Who is committing what atrocities?

According to B2's report, the celebrity in view had been living above 
her means, and the press had capitalised on the situation that she had 
found herself in. He had some inside information that gave the 
background to the reports which had been serialised in some of the
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tabloids. Sharing this information had been prompted by the sighting of 
the character in the montage used by the station, (OGTV), for its 
promotion.

As one topic led to another, and the conversation soon became paramount, 
overshadowing every other thing in view. The set was ignored, and there 
were no remarks pertaining to any aspect of the programming throughout 
the duration of the one hour musical entertainment programme. The set 
was left on, and the programme served as part of the room ambience.

The programme which followed was a Christian (evangelical) prograunme.
This attracted the attention of the subjects. 31 noted the resemblance
in the choir in view, and that of her church. B2 in his case used the
programme as a cue, to air his views on the practice of Christianity.

51 : This choir looks like that in our church.
B2: If you see Kumuyi, (leader of prominent Christian church] 

you will know that the guy is well fed. . . His shoe is
clean all the time. Then you will see those "Calabars"
[living] in my area who attend his church, going all 
around, picking their television [sets], and throwing 
them away; saying Kumuyi says they should not have 
worldly things. . .1 say, "You are crazy upstairs". . .

It was as if he had been waiting for an opportunity to air his views 
about the particular church, which in his view had fanatical doctrines. 
Although he was not against Christianity, and the programme in view had 
not been from the church in question, he had succeeded in diverting 
attention from the programme to his own views. 81 who seemed to have 
been interested in the programme, had also been distracted. She saw the 
"truth" in her brother's report, and was quick to find an example, an 
experience of someone very close to her, (her neighbour) to buttress the 
brother's case.
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Though there was still enough time to watch a part of the programme, a 
negative atmosphere had been whipped up by B2's insinuations and
comments. In concluding, he turned to the programme that was on air,
drawing examples from what he knew to be the pattern of such progreunmes, 
and what he saw which confirmed his position. His condemnation of this 
was based on his own assessment of acceptable Christian doctrines. 
Again, his remarks exude such confidence, that added weight to his 
opinions; making them seem absolute teachings, not opinions.

B2: These modern type of gospel, you see the women don't have 
their heads covered - they have on "Jheri curls", "Bob 
Marley" and this man, [the preacher] is going to perform 
miracles any time now. I'm telling you, he'll perform 
miracles. . .

SI : I am tired, there is so much sleep that I have to catch 
up on,that's why I am curled up here.

There was silence as the viewing continued. S1 did not contradict her
brother, although she refrained from joining him in outright
condemnation of the programme. She soon left for the kitchen to prepare 
some food for him. He turned his attention to his niece, showing no 
interest in the programme, or even in other available programmes. He did 
not scan the other available channels, even when the reception quality 
on the station in view had deteriorated. The set was completely ignored.

The subject had not followed the programme to assess the correctness of 
his prediction. He obviously had no interest in it. What is more is that 
he had succeeded in quenching any possible interest that the sister 
could have had. She it was who had first been attracted to the 
programme, identifying a semblance with the choir in view and that of 
her church; thus suggesting that she was not against the "modern" 
churches as was the brother. This reasoning is upheld by other remarks
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which came out of their conversation.

B2 preferred to be in his own world than to be a part of the programme, 
even after his niece lost interest in his company. He hummed to himself 
as he awaited his meal, and H, with whom he was to travel to Lagos.

At a point, B1 emerged from the room, and sat before the set. He was 
intent on viewing a particular programme. This programme had not started 
yet, but he waited quietly for it. The little girl entertained the 
family while each person waited (for the different reasons). The set was 
still on in the background. SI was still in the kitchen and remained 
occupied there till H arrived.

As soon as he had changed and was ready for the journey, he also sat 
before the functional set, awaiting the meal, that the wife insisted he 

must have. This meant that all the males in the house were able to sit 
for longer periods of uninterrupted time, before a functional set, even 

when they were not consciously viewing what was on.

As for S1, she had to serve a hurriedly prepared meal because H, in his 
hurry, could not wait for the planned meal. As a result SI was tied up 
in the kitchen for longer than she had planned. Even after the meal had 
been served, she had to clear up, and she was faced with other problems. 
She needed to get a ride with them because she was to go to the market, 
but she also had to resolve an unforeseen crisis - a cut in water 
supply. She had not anticipated the problem, and had not stocked any 
water in the house. Amidst all of this, she was yet to finish her 
cooking. The men (H and B2) had to leave without her.
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This meant that she was potentially available for viewing at that time. 
It however also meant that she had a more tedious journey to make to the 

market. This affected the viewing for the later part of the day.

Although she settled down to watch the set, after the men had left, she 
was too pre-occupied to really enjoy what was going on. She had a 
troubled countenance, and though she sat before the programme which was 
a Yoruba drama, she made no attempts to follow it. Apparently, the drama 
was what B1 had been waiting for. He followed it keenly and was quite 
unpertubed by the "problems" which S1 was facing.

Subject S1 actually broke down in tears about this time. It was this, 
that indicated the enormity of the domestic problems that she had to 
contend with. It was also at this point that she excused herself to go 
to the market.

Subject's home is located in a remote area of the town. Public transport 
to the market was unreliable. This meant she had a more tedious journey 
to the market. It also meant she spent a longer time getting there and 
back. On her return, she was not in any frame of mind to continue with 
the exercise. The combination of the emotional stress, and the fatigue 
had worn her down. Besides, by this time of the afternoon, she 
anticipated that there would only be Sports programmes any way. There 
was no attempt to verify this, it was just the excuse that was given for 
the afore mentioned reasons. Viewing had thus effectively ended at about 
mid-day.

Day 7

There was no observation on this day. In the morning SI attended a
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service. She did not return until about 1 p.m. She had planned to attend 
the finale of the week long crusade. Although the afternoon was 
relatively free, she had indicated her intention to rest, and prepare 
for the week ahead. It is possible that there might have been some 
viewing during this period. However the prevalent mood was such that it 
seemed wiser not to impose on the subject at the time.

Discussion
The discussion with this subject was deliberately delayed for weeks so 
that the problems observed in the viewing period would not taint the 
responses that she would give.

The observed pattern of viewing had been consistent with the subject's 
appraisal of herself at the point of contact. She did not use the medium 
very much. She did not appear to be conscious of television. The 
immediate concern during the discussion was thus to find out her 
programme preference pattern; if that had any bearing on the viewing 
pattern displayed.

Programme Preference

Drauna was the only programme which the subject spontaneously identified 
as being enjoyable.

R: What programmes do you watch on television?
31 : I used to enjoy watching drama.

It was only in the course of the discussion that the subject began to 
identify other programme categories that were likeable. For instamce in 
expressing her preference for the service from OGTV, over that of other
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stations, she identified musicals, as well as the dramas.

During the viewing, she had not at any time exhibited a preference for 
any particular station. She did not show any interest in making any 
choice. She was always content with whatever was on. Most times, she was 
not even watching such. In the same way that she was not keen on any 
particular programme, she was not opposed to auny particular programme. 
The only exception to this were the movies. Her reason for this was - 

"They are not natural . . .to me. . . "
"it's just like tricks to me, because it's not just possible 
for someone to be doing "gbu gbu gbu", killing people. I 
don't think it's possible. "

The subject's response to movies has already been discussed. It is the 
only genre which she positively identified as what she would not watch. 
In spite of this, she did illustrate a certain familiarity with the 
genre which suggests that she had some measure of exposure to them.

For her, TV was just something which she had on when she was relaxing. 
Even then, she may not be watching it. On the other hand, she may be 
attracted to any of the programmes.

It is interesting that there was a distinction between the known purpose
of TV, and the purpose which it served the subject personally. This
became apparent in the response to the following question.

R: What do you use TV for? What's the purpose of TV?
SI : The purpose of TV, eh, first it enlightens us on some

things that is going on.
R: For you?
51 : Myself? For me, it gives me a sort of enjoyment I enjoy

watching TV as one of my hobby so that, that time, at
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times I will be thinking of something else, but when I 
see something interesting in the TV, I pay attention to 
it, and forget about the - [problem]

In other words, the subject also used television to relieve tension, 
besides using it as a companion. This form of use itself was dependent 
on the considered value of the programme. The condition for viewing, 
depended on if the programme was assessed as being interesting. This 
explanation goes a step beyond the conclusions of the Uses and 
Gratifications approach. Indeed, the subject employs the medium to 
relieve tension; to be informed; even for companionship, but what is 
seen here is that she does not deliberately seek out programmes for any 
purpose. Rather, she stumbles on the programming that is able to give 
her such gratifications, because she is sitting before a functional set. 
This subject can be said to be indiscriminate in her viewing; that is, 
she does not select specific programmes for viewing.

She is attracted by programmes which she feels she can learn from. The 
"education" which she finds attractive on television varies from tips on 
cooking new dishes, to what goes on in government - what meetings 
government officials are attending, lessons on hand crafts from 
programmes such as those on the government sponsored "Better Life" 
project and so on.

Perceived Images
The subject found that the drama programmes show some of the things that 
happen in real life. Her indiscriminate attitude to television was also 
manifest in her response to this category. For instance, she did not 
have any particular programme which she favoured. The importauice of 
this, is that no particular programme can be readily identified as.
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being responsible for any views that the subject has from viewing 
television. Therefore, studying her response to, or the impact of a 
particular programme, would not have revealed the true impact of 
television programming on her. The importance of conceptualising TV as a 
flow was more glaring in this subject. The following illustrates the 
point.

". . . 1  don't have any specific drama, anyone [will do].
Even at times, they may be doing it, and I will join it at 
the middle. I may just see something I like or something that 
I want to gain something from it."

With such a viewer, many assumptions would invariably accompany whatever 
sense she makes of the programme, which will cause the viewed programme 
to be unequal to that which was transmitted. This has been illustrated 
in location 5.

It could have been helpful, for analysis of her response, if the viewer
had been explicit in identifying what aspects of the programme that she
responded to. This subject could not even single out what aspects of the
programme were attractive. She could not identify what made a programme
appear interesting. Rather, she preferred to give an example.

"It may be what they pick out at the particular point in 
time. . . It may be what they say. . . like for instance, . .
. at times when you come in, you just see the reaction on 
that man, just shout[ing] on that girl. . . so you'll like to 
know what is going on."

The above example had been premised on a knowledge of the story line. It 
was the "reaction" however that was to arouse her interest. Subject also 
identified advertisements as being able to attract her to programming. 
The general theme, as with Christian programmes was also identified. At 
this point, one can see that the subject's viewing depended on many 
factors, including some that were extraneous to the TV programme itself.
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[Re. situation on Day 6] This further buttressed the need for 

television, to be conceptualised as flow, rather than specific 

programmes, which capture discreet moments.

Her responses pertaining to what she watched, were contradicted by the 
observed pattern. This should not invalidate her responses. Rather, it 

should be seen as being indicative of what subject would like to watch, 
whilst the observed indicates what the reality of her situation allows 

for.

Though she claimed to watch a wide range of programmes, including the 

news, discussion and interview programmes, women's programmes, musicals, 
religious programmes, advertisements, and drama, her response indicated 

that she only saw a bit of these. This made her views of what was 
portrayed more interesting.

News
"They normally talk about, mostly it's about government. They 
usually talk about what goes on with government; within the 
government. They will say Babangida travelled to New York, 
travelled to Kano, to Sokoto or something like that. . .
National things anyway. Things that go on around or something 
like that."

Besides the mention of Babangida's travels, there were no other 

specifics which the subject could spontaneously recall from her exposure 

to the news. The remainder of her views from the news was nebulous - 

"things that go on around"; "something like that"; "national things".

With a bit of prodding, she included the Ministers for Health; for 

Education, auid also the Road Safety Corps in the picture of those who
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she felt were "occasionally" featured in the news.

Newsline, for her, seemed to be richer in content. A lot of these could

not be personalised as in the case of the news. What was clear was that
it focused on the rural areas, and it showed -

"Things that they feel will interest people - like water that 
never dries or something like that. They will go to rural 
areas."

It is interesting, though subject did not find it strange, that the 

newscast associated with the rural areas, was that noted for such 
"oddities". This sort of coverage was that which was assumed as being of 

greater interest to the viewers. The other implication in the statement 

was the assumption, that news producers, know that other newscasts, may 
not be as interesting.

Dramas
The subject was more confident in discussing this genre. What is more 
interesting though is the fact that she seemed more confident in 
describing examples from viewing in previous years; a period when she, 

presumably, had fewer responsibilities, (when she was neither a mother 

nor a wife). A similar trend is observable in the response pattern of 

other subjects, [Re. location 8]

She was also more conversant with Yoruba language dramas than those 
produced, (even locally), in English. The foreign dramas had been 

included, in what she classified as "films".

The English programme which she could identify was a network production. 

The programme "Behind the Clouds" had been "rested" in the recent past.
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Though the programme was a serial drama showing a variety of struggles, 

subject's view was put in a nutshell.
"It covers family life, spinsters, bachelors; how to court."

Later when she expatiated on the above, her view of the English drama,
is that they show the behaviour of housegirls; how the housegirls
displace their "madams" in the home. As for the Yoruba dramas, they

showed the events "that happened in the past".
"For instance Efunsetan Aniwura is terrorising people in the 
olden days, that is in Oyo state [sic - should read Oyo 
empire] because she has so many people as slaves that are 
serving her. She enslaved some people serving her doing this, 
and that, terrorising people.. . So they usually put the 
action the screen for others to see.

And in some cases, like this man, Fadeyi Oloro [name meaning 
Fadeyi, the wicked, or custodian of anguish] - it's for all
those wicked things that happened in the past. . . how to go
claim something from somebody with force, like they want to 
collect the crown, we want this, we are going to war; staff 
of office. Something like this, they put on the screen for 
people to see. How people suffered in the olden days. . .
Like the poverty in the olden days. . . "

It is interesting that the subject views this programmes as being 

reflective of the past rather than the present. She had situated the 

"wickedness", and the poverty perceived in those programmes in the past. 

Whereas, the English language dramas were more contemporary, and seen to 
feature struggles and insecurity in modem families. The subject did 

not query the semblance of life as portrayed in the "historical" dramas, 

with present day but implied that they had a cognitive value. There were 
lessons to be learnt from them, that were still applicable.

The programmes were identified by key characters within them. These were 

invariably the villains. Fadeyi Oloro's programme was a more recent one. 

In fact there was an on-going series which featured him on one of the

533



Lagos channels. (Re. last programme viewed on Day 6, in location 8).

Some of the Yoruba dramas were historical as in the first exêunple she 
gave, some, including "Kumo" the current series that Fadeyi was featured 
in were designed to fit a contemporary time frame. There were several 
other examples of Yoruba dramas which are set in contemporary times, 
albeit often in remote villages. It is therefore interesting that the 
subjects made such a categorical distinction. The trend in that reading 
is worthy of closer investigation.

Other Programmes
Subject singled out Christian music from those which she sees.

"I usually like Christian music anyway . . .they sing about 
Jesus. When they sing the song at times, will give you an 
idea about what Jesus is . . ." [sic]

For her, the Fuji type of music were -
"not good for small children who are copying them."

On this occasion, approval was a matter of personal values. It was her
religious convictions which influenced her preference. She also
described what to her was salient in the religious programmes.

"They usually preach, they preach about Jesus anyway. They
talk about what happens - how to believe, or how to give
yourself to Jesus, or how you can lay your hand upon 
something, with Jesus and you will prosper; on how to solve 
your problem with having Jesus in your life, and so on like 
that. They usually talk on those things." [sic]

Her report on religious programmes would suggest that for her, there 
were no religious programmes, other than the Christian religious
programmes. She was totally oblivious of the existence of any other.
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This would have suggested that she was a loyal viewer of the Christian 
programmes. The experience with B2 on Day 6 however illustrates the 
difference in the viewing behaviour and attitude to viewing.

All the advertisements which subject mentioned were of soap. All of 
these adverts were usually transmitted between 8.00 - 9.00 p.m. They 
were the products of the sponsors for the favoured dramas on the network 
service. This was further confirmation of subject's time use pattern.

The adverts were liked because of their entertainment value. Although
she identified the possible educational value in adverts, for instance
how the toothpaste advert taught her the correct way to brush, she
watched the adverts primarily for entertainment.

"Anyway, I can't deceive you, I don't believe them. I just 
watch them. . . I will not stand up, and go and buy [a
product] without it being recommended by someone that it is 
good. Because they have shown it on TV, I want to go amd buy 
it? No! I just like seeing some adverts at times."

On the whole, this subject demonstrates how much extraneous control 
there is over what a viewer takes from all that she may be exposed to. 
The viewer as in the above case may herself reject, or be cautious in 
accepting what is shown.

In other instances there are others who sow the seeds of doubt in the 
viewer, as in the viewing of the religious programme on day 6. Similar 
patterns happen with the news, and other government sourced programmes. 
Dramas, because they are presented as fiction, are not so closely 
scrutinised. It is thus easier for the individual viewer, to identify 
what coincides with reality.
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On the whole, the programmes on television are still seen as reflecting 
reality; having lessons for the viewer to leam. This point came out 
repeatedly in subject's assessment of programming.

"It shows what is going on".

From her report, there were a variety of things going on.

SI : We can say that life contains hustle and bustle, hazards, 
then it contains pleasure. Some people you see them on TV 
how they enjoy, how they do this at times, you may even 
be tempted to envy them"

R: What kind of people are these who enjoy?
S1 : It is the top officials, top people in government, they 

are the people! Because, you see them when you see where
they are even sitting! See, people driving them ku ku ku
ku ku. And the type of car they drive, you will see that
they are enjoying."

"Ku ku ku ku " is an onomatopoea to describe the fuss that accompanies 
the activity. The subject discerned a message, which had not been 
intended in the TV programmes, that she had not even been "seriously" 
watching. She had not been able to say much about the content of the 
progreunmes, but she had still formed such an opinion, based on her 
exposure to the programme flow.

The countenance and demeanour of the characters on the screen are 
noted. She contrasted a fat, fussed over government official, with 
hungry looking, harassed men, being shoved, as they attempt to jump on 
an already crowded bus. These were from visuals of news reports, or even 
other factual programmes.

TV was a medium which people leamt from, and they also use their 
knowledge of life to make sense of what they see. There was the tendency
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to place more emphasis on that which they saw, rather than that which
they were told, because as the adage cited says;

"There is no cheating in photography. You are, as you posed" 
[translated from Yoruba].

In spite of the dim prospects of life for a certain category,that she
described, there were certain categories of programmes from which the
subject was able to draw hope. The religious programmes have already
been highlighted. But when asked if there were no solutions proffered
for the problems portrayed, it was the Yoruba dramas, which the subject
cited as offering hope.

"Take those wicked people, at last, their secret is shown up.
It will definitely leak out one way or the other, although he 
would have done some harm to the one who he is after - it 
would have had some effect on that one, but at last, the 
secret is revealed. The wicked is shown up. . . "

The prominence of retribution as a theme, was perceived, and in it, was 
the glimmer of hope. If this is the case, it suggests an explanation why 
the Yoruba dramas, are so popular. This also requires closer 
investigation.
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LOCATION 7 - AT A LOCAL CLINIC

The location is the waiting room of a non-residential clinic. The space 
used as a waiting room also served as the nurses station. There were 
thus nurses and patients in the room at some times. Due to the 
inconsistency of the group of patients, the nurses, euid the attendants, 
were the primary focus of the study. The 2 doctors in the establishment 
were men, and were not of primary interest to the study. They had a 
separate consulting room, although occasionally they did sit in the 
waiting room/ nurses station, where the TV was situated. They will 
however receive such mention in the report as their actions affect the 
behaviour of the subjects at the screen.

The fact that the subjects are shift workers, there are different teams 
at the set. These subjects ranged in age; between 20 and 30 years old. 
All the subjects, including the attendants, had had some degree of 
secondary school education. The nurses on their part had had a more 
specialised training in their field.

Though largely homogeneous on the basis of their occupation; education; 
age range; and even income, the group presents an interesting variety of 
ethnic orientation. The majority of the staff were Yoruba speaking, but 
there were individuals from the East, the South east, the Midwest, and 
also the North. Of these, 2 could not understand or speak the Yoruba 
language at all. These were subjects from the North, and the East. The 
subject from the Midwest, understood the language, although she was not 
very fluent with it. The one from the South east was competent and very 
fluent with the language.
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During the observation periods, there was at least one change of shift, 
in the evening. The afternoon shift works from 2.00 p.m. till 8.00 p.m. 
when the night duty staff take over. The night duty staff was usually a 
team of 2 people unlike that on afternoon duty which had 3 people. In 
addition to these there was the administrative staff whose hours spanned 
the three shifts. The morning shift was only relevant to the study at 
the weekend when transmission commenced earlier on in the day.

Owing to the size and nature of the establishment, there was noticeable 
conviviality among the staff. There was no apparent discrimination of 
status, except where the doctor was concerned. The age and income 
bracket of the subjects, coupled with their demographic description 
(young married mothers/home keepers) made the group, an illustration of 
such as is commonly sought by advertisers.

That the set is centrally located, visible from any angle in the room, 
is glaring in the arrangement of the location. The set is within the 
viewing range of the nurses from their desk; and the patients who have 
more easy chairs to sit on while they wait. Indeed, the television is in 
closer proximity to them. The set is also within the viewing range of 
the receptionist/administrator, from her desk. Although it cannot be 
viewed from the adjoining treatment room, the TV can be heard from 
there.

The set is a black and white set. The quality of reception is quite 
poor. Only 2 stations can be received from the set in this location. 
These are OGTV, and LTV. Even then, the pictures were rather grainy. No 
NTA station is received.
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In spite of the impersonal atmosphere that obtains in a clinic, the 
staff at this location, manage to get a home atmosphere, especially, 
when they are less busy. When there are no patients waiting, they relax 
on the cushion chairs intended for the patients.

The proximity of the clinic to the main road, and the main motor park 
should be highlighted. This meant that there was a lot of noise from the 
vehicles which were passing by, and also from the touts and drivers, who 
were loading their vehicles. It was in this context that the viewing was 
performed.

Day 1
Observation commenced at about 6.30 p.m. The set was already on then. 
There was an ethnic diversity in the group on duty. It was a 
predominantly non-Yoruba group. There was SMW from the midwest; SSE from 
the south east; SE from the east; and SY1 was the only one of Yoruba 
origin. What this meant was that there was a more pertinent need for the 
use of English as a language of communication within the group. It also 
affected the choice of programmes which they could watch.

SMW was the one who showed a keen interest in the programming. She 
confessed that she was a follower of the American soap opera "Another 
Life". The serial was shown at 7.00 p.m. daily on OGTV except on 
Fridays and Saturdays.

Although there were duties that required her attention, SMW consciously 
sought the programme. Though she could not sit down to have a 
concentrated viewing of the programme, she was content to keep an eye on 
it, whilst doing her duties. This was preferred to missing the
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programme.

Her enthusiasm for the programme was infectious. The others at the 
onset, did not show any commitment to the programme. But this subject, 
in asking them to keep an eye on the programme when she had to leave the 
room, compelled them to be attentive at the particular times. They were 
to assist her in viewing, by watching, and filling in the gaps that she 
otherwise would have had in her own viewing. Her own viewing had to be 
chequered because her duties, sometimes took her into the doctor's room, 
which was beyond the viewing range. The dangers of such transferred 
readings, have been highlighted in earlier discussions (Re. location 5)

The pattern persisted for the 30 minutes that the programme was on. The 
subject was still able to follow the trend of what was going on. Though 
she had missed certain details, she managed to grasp the trend in the 
story line.

R: Why were you laughing during the programme?
SMW: You know, they were auctioning a bible there, and a

lawyer said he was going to buy the bible for one 
million, two thousand naira. So I was just laughing 
because I thought [resuming her laughter] I was just 
thinking, where is he going to get one million two 
thousand naira from.

It is clear that the subject found the offer incredulous because she was 
measuring the drama against her own reality. Although the currency 
referred to in the programme was (American) dollars she had read the 
amount in the Nigerian currency - Naira. She had not made a conversion 
of the stated amount to the Nigerian equivalent. Had she done that, the 
cost of the bible would have been even more incredulous. (At that time, 
it would have been about twenty times more.)
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It was the sheer magnitude of the amount involved and how it was arrived 
at, that had "amused" the subject. None the less, she recognised the 
explanation for the high value of the commodity .

R: For a bible?
SMW: For a bible! Okay the bible is, they say it is a very 

important bible. That a certain prince or princess needs 
it at all costs. So someone was able to lay her hands on 
the bible, and said she will auction it. It is one of 
these . . .  it is a doctor anyway. That's why they are 
auctioning the bible. So these people, these other 
people came from Africa, the one dressed like eh, came 
from Africa to buy that bible.
You know they first said two thousand.
So they say they want to buy the bible, they will take 
it back to their country. But these people, they don't 
want them to buy it. That's why they are hiking up the 
price, hiking up the price; from eighty thousand, that 
other man just went up to one million two hundred 
thousand.
So the other man wanted to say something, the princess 
said he should not say anything.

The subject is mindful of the sequence of events. And though for
instance, she is mindful of the dressing, and the details of who did 
what, her main concern seems to be that of making sense of the story.

A documentary succeeded the soap opera, but it was not consciously
watched. Rather, other assignments were sought and done. This was unlike 
the situation when Another Life was on, when the subjects tried to delay 
attending to their assignments, so that the programme could be watched. 
The documentary was on Genetics research in Utah, in the USA. One would 
have expected the particular topic to be of interest to the subjects, 
but it was not. They had not been attentive enough to even be aware of
the topic. The channel was switched to the other station, LTV. The
programme on LTV was a locally produced documentary on beauty and body
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care. The music used in the programme was familiar to some of the 
subjects. Before long there were visuals which proved to be captivating. 
The programme thus captivated subjects attention.

The specialised knowledge of the codes, meemt there were differences in 
the interpretation of the programme. The fact that there was aui exchange 
of views meant that these were shared.

SMW: What is it, traditional beauty?
SSE: She is appealing to the goddess.

SSE had employed her own personal experience with the icons to arrive at 
her interpretation. The programme itself had not verbally expressed that 
spiritual aspect of the message. The general focus of the discussion was 
about beauty and art. There was thus no way of invalidating the 
proffered reading.

The viewing itself was chequered. The adverts which came on, were at 
best, watched mindlessly. The subjects simply went about their 
business.

The time to hand over to the team on night duty was nearer at this time. 
The tension in that team should be highlighted. This stemmed from the 
inability of these subjects (SN, and SY2) to communicate with ease. One 
was Yoruba speaking, whilst the other was Hausa speaking. Though they 
both could communicate in English, one was less confident in doing so, 
preferring to use the English language only when she had to. These meant 
there was minimum communication between the two, and this affected their 
viewing.
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The Lagos Television news was in the background, but it was not attended 
as the handing over was done. Afterwards, the new team did not attend to 
the set either. They busied themselves with the task of checking the 
stock of medicine that was handed over to them, after they had checked 

the money.

The flurry of activities continued through the news, and even through 
the commercial break that followed. There was a lengthy personal paid 
announcement which was not attended. Rather, SY2 sang one of the popular 
music tunes to herself. This particular tune was that of Olu Fajemirokun 
one of those which featured prominently on the screen. It was not on, at 
the time.

The break gave way to Another Life on LTV. It was not watched with the 
same enthusiasm as observed in the earlier group's viewing. This further 
suggests, that indeed the enthusiasm of the subject SMW, made a 
difference in the earlier viewing. If they watched the programme at all, 
the two subjects on duty at this time did not discuss it at all.

In all it appears that subject SMW was just a more enthusiastic TV 
viewer. She was the one who bothered to change the station, at the time 
that it was changed in search of a more satisfying programme. Otherwise, 
there were no adjustments to the set at all. Observation ended at about 
9 o' clock this day.

Day 2

Unlike the group on duty the previous day, the four subjects observed 
were all competent with the Yoruba and the English language. This 
included the subject of South-eastern origin (SSE). Although it was time
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for Another Life, the American soap opera, none of those subjects 

present on this day, expressed any interest in watching it. They watched 
the Yoruba comedy which was on the other channel instead. It did not 

seem that this choice was a deliberate rejection of Another Life. It
seemed more as a result of the programme flow. The set had been left on
the other channel, (LTV) and the Yoruba comedy had come on. There was no 
conscious selection of one over the other. The group simply watched what 

was available, to which they were not averse.

The comedy gave way to a programme on Sanitation. It was a discussion
programme in English, after the commercial break which was also in 

English. These were not attended.

At a point, the doctor came out to the waiting area. The subjects were 
hushed at this time. Their conversation was hushed, and they were on 

their guard. It was almost time for the arrival of the staff on night 
duty.

The topic of discussion on the Sanitation programme was Road Traffic 

Accidents. One would have expected the subjects to show greater interest 

in the programme, because of the profession but there was no such 

interest was expressed, nor was any attention given to the programme. It 

was ignored.

The programme gave way to the News at Eight - the LTV national and 

international news. The subjects were seen attending to the headlines of 

the news. They were watching as much as they could decently do, whilst 
still attending to their patients. After the headlines had been heard, 

there was no more visible endeavour to follow what was being said. They
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went about their business, and they concentrated their attention on 
their patients.

It soon became apparent that the subjects were indeed, still following 
the programme. They responded to certain details of certain news items, 
whilst in fact, there were not even watching the set. For example, there 
was a spirit-less reaction to the report on the state of Tuberculosis 
and Leprosy in Lagos state.

At the mention of the statistics of sufferers, one of the subjects, 
sighed auid said quietly - "Oh Lord, please save us"

The reaction lacked spirit but it was a reaction none the less.

The other news item which drew a sharp intake of breathe was the story 
on Winnie Mandela's imprisonment. The highlight of this story had not 
attracted any reaction. It is not clear if the subjects missed the 
highlight for some reason. The story however undoubtedly caught their 
attention. The available subject, (SN) watched in silence as the details 
were read.

At this time the afternoon shift had gone having handed over. They left 
during the newscast, just after the headlines had been read. They had 
been hauiding over, just before they left. This had taken the nurses away 
from the viewing range. This partly accounts for the absence of a 
sizeable audience for the news.

The striking feature of the night shift team as mentioned for the 
previous day, is the restrictions placed on their ability to converse.
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Though both subjects were competent with the English language, their 
conversation was restricted to that which was really necessary. As a 
result, there was a noticeable silence especially because the period was 
less busy. Because more of the patients had been attended to, earlier on 
in the evening, they had quite a lot of time, when they were, less busy. 
This should have affected their viewing pattern, but there was the
problem of communication. The subject (SN) reported that there had been 
a Yoruba drama on the previous night. This was after the observation 
period. She explained that she was interested in the programme, but she 
could not follow it as she did not understand the language. Her
colleague, whom one would have assumed would have acted as her
interpreter, was too engrossed in the programme, to endure what was
found to be a tedious process of explaining what was going on. This 
included explaining the customs which were underlying the actions, and 
which had to be understood for the overt actions to make sense. (Re. 
location 4) As a result, instead of watching, SN resorted to chatting 
with the night guard. This pattern of time use, was however not 
indicative of her real preference.

SN: I like the drama but I don't understand Yoruba. So if 
someone can translate for me like when I'm at home. I'll 
enjoy it, but otherwise - that is why I sometimes loose 
interest.

Following the news at eight, the soap opera in English language Another 
life came on, on LTV. It was followed by the network news at 9.00 p.m. 
Although they were both sitting in direct viewing range, SY2 showed no 
interest at all. She rather dispensed drugs for the next day's clinic. 
On completion of that duty, she shunned the set. She preferred to stay 
outside at this time. She watched the human and vehicular traffic go by.

In contrast, SN was very attentive to the news. It is not clear if SN's
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interest stemmed from the need for her to keep in touch with what was 
going on in her own part of the country, through the news. The element 

of personal interest cannot be ruled out either, because she was not 

only interested in the national news, but in the world news as well. 

Above all, the programmes were accessible to her as they were in 
English.

The nature of the subject also came out in the manner in which she 
received the programmes. She was not one to talk very much. Often times, 
she viewed in silence. There were the occasional times when she had an 
outburst. These did not lead to monologues or lengthy dialogues, even 
when there was someone around to respond to the cue.

Following the network news was the main news in Yoruba. Just about that 
time an emergency case was rushed in. SY2 was busy attending to the 
patients. SN had to act as a translator, because the patients were also 
northerners who had limited understanding of English and Yoruba. There 
was no one free to attend to the programme as a.result. SN, who became 
less busy sooner, was not competent in the language. The programme thus 
went unwatched.

Throughout that evening, there was no attempt to change the channel at 

all. This may indicate an apathy towards the set, or an expression of 
priorities for that evening.

Observation ended at about 11.00 p.m. about 45 minutes after the Yoruba 
news. The observed nonchalance to the functional set was maintained, 
especially as there was a patient who demanded attention.
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Day 3
The afternoon duty group was made up of 4 people. Three of them spoke 
the Yoruba language They had been acquainted with each other for a 
longer period of time, compared to the team on duty the previous 
evening. They were thus a more lively group. Because one of them (SE) 
was not competent with the Yoruba language, the group was forced to 
restrain itself from speaking in Yoruba all the time. They thus had 
pockets of conversation. Occasionally the subject SE was left out which 
freed her from the collective pursuit of the others.

The group was so lively that they did not pay attention to the set. The 
"free" SE could have attended to the set, but she preferred to read when 
she was not attending to the patients. In fact, by about 7.00 p.m. when 
the doctor arrived, the clinic became quite busy such that the subjects 
could not engage in their chatter anymore. They were besieged by the 
patients they needed to attend to.

It is not clear what the influence of the available programme fare is on 

this observed pattern. Nothing can be said on this as observation did 

not persist till later in the evening on this day. It ended at about 

7.30 p.m.

Day 4

Observation began at about 6.00 p.m. on this day. The clinic was still 
quiet at this time as the doctor does not arrive till about 7.00 p.m. 
There were 3 people on duty; the same group as on the previous day 
without SE, who was off duty.

One of them was sitting right by the TV watching a Yoruba programme that
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was on. It was a drama. The other two were also watching although from 
the desk at the nurses station. It was a slow time at the clinic and 
their duties did not get in the way of their viewing.

The two people who sat together discussed the programme as they watched. 
Occasionally, they involved the third person who sat aloof, nearer to 
the set. It appeared that she had separated herself from them to avoid 
such "distracting" chatter. It was clear that she wanted to follow the 
progrêunme. It was a serialised drama.

In their conversation, the two negotiated the programme as well as the 
social practice which was reflected. The programme was about a man who 
had an affair with his father's wife, and was being disciplined. He was 
to enter into the forbidden forest, to get certain leaves. There were 
certain assumptions underlying the various deeds. There is an 
understanding of these in this group. In the instance that such were not 
clearly understood, the most competent of the viewers offered 
explanations. In addition, there were the consultations based on the 
lapses in the viewing of even the overt. For example an unclear action, 
or statement. These as well as outbursts on what was observed formed the 
basis for the discussions which were held around the screen. The 
following is an illustration of the screen side comments.

SY1: There are all sorts of oddities really - a man having an 
affair with his brother, or I mecui his father's wife.
That is an insult! What ever can be the cause of that?

SY3: Okay what are you marvelling at? After all, when a man 
dies, and the wife is left as a legacy to the child, is 
that not encouraging such?

SY1: So that is why the son is so hurriedly interested in the 
woman? Should he not have waited till the father's 
death?

SY3: Why should such a practice be allowed [at all]? A person 
whom you have been respecting; who you have been calling
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uncle, then wants to be your husband, what for? Imagine, 
that's after your husband's death, you now refer to 
"Brother So and so" as your new husband. . . Well, they 
[that is traditionalists] have cancelled that practise.

SY1: Some are still interested you know.
SY3: Those are the illiterates, not educated persons.
SYl: They will even choose whom they want to inherit them.
SY3: Not now; that was in those days. Utter rubbish!

The conversation continued, with SYl citing an example of such an 
experience, which had occurred in recent times. This was both to 
buttress her point that such a practise was still not extinct, and also 
that it was not desirable.

There was a slip of tongue as the subject related the TV's portrayal 
with the incident which she had been personally acquainted with. Whilst 
the TV was about an affair with the father's wife, the personal 
experience was one where the affair was with a brother's wife.

The above conversation was carried on even as the programme was
unfolding. This meant that the programme was attended with partial 
attention but it was being followed all the same. It was this divided 
attention that prompted the questions about the overt action in the 
programme. Such questions attracted interest back into the programme. 

SSE: Has he got the leaves?
SYl: No he got another type.

It was not very difficult to follow what was going on as there was a lot 
of repetition in the sequence. The actor was on a journey into the 
forest and this took very long. There was no conversation, only a very
repetitive song about his plight and how sorry he was. This made it
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possible to follow the programme rather effortlessly.

Besides, it was possible for the subjects to use their familiarity with 

such practices in real life, to fill in the gaps. This is similar to the 

"closure" which psychologist recognise; the ability to use the 
familiarity with a pattern, to close any gaps there in; thus identifying 

that the moon is round even when it lacks a crescent. The problem here 

was that the subjects were not always right. The dramatic twists made 

the outcomes less predictable.

The subjects for instance had assumed that the actor would not come out

of the forbidden forest alive. In their reality, entrance into a 
forbidden forest meant death. They thus interpreted the sentence, which 
required the actor to go and get certain leaves from the forbidden 

forest, as a death sentence.
SY3: They expect him to die in there.
SYl: Yes! They know he will die there; when that is a 

forbidden forest. . . and whoever enters it will die.
The father will not be able to kill him [given a direct 
order for his execution] I mean how is it said. . .
[that a father ordered the killing of his own son] (sic)

The subjects were pleasantly surprised that the man had not died in the 

forbidden forest. They were so engrossed in the viewing, that the 

arrival of patients did not distract them, especially as the doctor had

not arrived. They suspended registering of the patients till after the

viewing.

The programme itself was a philosophical riddle. It was the most senior 

of the viewers SYl who explained this riddle to the group, which now 

included the patients who were waiting to see the doctor.
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SY1: Look at his body, he's been stung and bitten by insects 
in the forest.

[This reading was more of êui expectation prompted by the 
actor scratching his body, as he emerged from the bush. It 
was not because there was a close up to show the state of the 
body]
SY1 : [echoing the repetitive refrain] "Agba ma wo be" 

[meaning - Elders do not countenance]
SY3: Elders do not countenance?
SY1: Yes, elders do not countenance. They had asked him to go 

and get the "Isede" [Here's the culprit] leaves. That is 
the leaves that explain how that which he had done, had 
come to be. Those [creatures] whom he met in the forest 
asked him to take these other leaves instead; that the 
elders should not countenance what he had done.

SY3 : So the elders should not countenance that means the 
elders should overlook what he had done? This play is 
not bad then.

There was an agreement with the deduction of the perceived goal of the 

programme - to discourage undesirable (outdated) practices. The 
discussion on this was however suspended to see the final outcome of 
what had been voted a good programme. They were more attentive to the 
viewing at this time though the programme had almost come to aui end, and 

they knew.

The song was still being sung. The refrain was the name of the leaves 

which the man had brought. It was also the title of the programme. With 

the development of the plot, it had become more striking and the 
subjects sang along with the programme. This time with more emotion. The 

key statements are repeated so many times, by so many people, in so many 
ways that the emphasis is clear, and recall is aided.

The programme ended without giving any indication of what became of the 

wife. The focus was on the re-union of the man with the community from
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which he had almost been ostracised. This was another instance where the 
subjects rounded up their reading with their experience and their 
expectation. In this instance, there was no way of determining if they 
were right or wrong; that is if their reading aligned with the intended 
message or not. This opened avenue by which assumptions became 
assertions.

SY3: What about the wife, what happened to her?
SY1: They must have driven her away or something.
SY3: They did not even ask for a statement?
SY1: Who from?
SY3: From the boy or. . .
SY1 : They did. We did not watch that bit but they did. He

said it was the woman who called him. [that is seduced
him] In deed, it was the woman who called him.

It was the subject's expectations of justice and logic that guided their 
reading, even so in the instances where they had recognised lapses in 
the programme. For instance, they identified the inconsistencies within 
the culture which encouraged a practice and also condemned it; they 
condemned the sympathetic crowd who had hitherto been privy to the 
"victim's" sufferings; and even at the end, they approved the programme, 
based on what they considered was fair - the man had paid an appropriate 
price for his inexcusable behaviour.

There was a relaxed atmosphere as the programme was watched. Even the 
arrival of the doctor; their employer did not affect their viewing 
pleasure. This was probably because the group was made up of older, more 
confident staff, who were intimidated by the anticipation of the 
doctor's arrival, and more importantly, they were not under the pressure 
of serving patients.
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The programme gave way to the Yoruba news on OGTV. The announcer had 

committed an error, "a slip of tongue" and this immediately, prompted a 

negative attitude towards the station, from which they had only just 
derived such pleasure.

"This OGTV is a nuisance"

Such intolerance was not manifested during the earlier viewing, and 

even though there were errors which could have warranted such. (For 
example the technical quality, which was exaggerated by the poor 

reception quality)

The outburst seems to be an expression of the cumulative experience of 
enduring lapses from the station, that is, the errors are habitual. The 

opinion was not debated it was merely accepted.

The flurry of activities which was absent during the viewing of the 

Yoruba drama, was immediately noticeable as the news began. It was 

because the subjects were catching up with those duties which they had 

suspended on account of the drama. While this itself cannot be equated 

with an outright rejection of the news, it certainly illustrates the 

scale of priorities. This scale of priorities may in fact be influenced 

by various other factors, but these should not discount the observed 

reality.

The channel was not changed, and the TV was left on. The subjects 

however had changed their focus. Even when they became less busy, they 

converged at the nurses desk and conversed rather than watch TV. This 

trend continued till after the news when their attention was attracted
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by an obituary which was announced on the personal paid announcement 
slot.

The subjects were attracted by what they perceived as a tragedy in the
obituary êuinouncement. Their sympathy was based on their empathy with
the widow. Besides noting the information, they projected into the
implications of the event in the life of the wife.

SY1 : [echoing the announcer] "Survived by a wife and five 
children" - God have mercy!

SY4: Oh they had announced that yesterday.
SSE: No, it's not the same one, that one had
Chorus: Three children.
SSE: . . . and a mother.
SY4: The wife was expecting.
SYl : Oh, no! That is the worst, because when she delivers, 

she'll start crying all over again. [That is, when the 
bcüDy is delivered, the loss and the grief will be 
renewed.]

SSE: She'll weep her eyes out.

The attention was only momentary. The focus was soon shifted to other 
matters. This coincided with the entrance of the doctor and the 
pharmacist in the waiting area. They started a conversation, which 
though did not involve the nurses, silenced them for a while. The said 
conversation, as with the presence of the two, was imposing in the room. 
Other conversations within the room, that was independent of this had to 
be conducted in hushed tones.

The content of the conversation was so dominating, that it directed the 
focus of the nurses' hushed conversation. These were all related to the 
output of television.
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It is possible that the researcher's presence had encouraged the trend, 
but the cue which prompted the conversation was from the functional set. 

The set, had not been completely ignored, as it seemed.

The cue which prompted the conversation was a promo for the traditional 

healer/"metaphysician" on the set. This captured the interest of the 

doctor.
Doctor: Is this part of what you are studying?

Researcher: Do you watch this?

Doctor: I do when I have time for him. Alhaji-Doctor-Shehu 
Jabir.

Pharmacist: He just sits there and boasts that one.

The two men demonstrated their familiarity with the character. The 
doctor had not only identified him, he had also recited the man's 

titles, as well as his names. In doing so, he was not only exhibiting 
his acquaintance with the character, he had a subtle ridicule in his 

tone which implied his contempt for the character. "Alhaji" is a Moslem 

title signifying a level of accomplishment in the Islamic faith. The use 

of the title "Doctor" here was in reference to the "healer", who had no 
(Western) professional training. These were the elements which were 

ridiculed, along with the name, which was pronounced with exaggerated 

vulgarity, as though highlighting that which was inherent in it.

The response of the pharmacist confirmed the disregard for, even the 

contempt, in which the character is held. This was more overt than the 

doctor's.
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The discussion thereafter, led to a focus on developments on a recent 
news item.

Doctor: Do you know that my son was asking me why Mandela's 
wife is going to prison? I said I'd give him a 
newspaper to read, because it will end up being too 
much of a bother trying to explain to him.

(From the nurses corner, still in hushed tones)
"I'm sure they will say that the woman and her husband
planned it together. She's been sentenced to 6 years 
imprisonment."

The above shows the familiarity of the subjects with the details of 
current affairs. The item in this instance however is about a 

personality, who had been considered nation-wide, as a hero. Even a 6 - 
year old was aware of his stature, hence the query about the 

"illogical".

Another striking feature in the above is the way the media is used. 
There is an indication of how TV is used, and also, how newspapers are
used - one is used for awareness, and the other is the source of
detailed explanation.

It is striking, that whilst there is a discussion on how to get the 

details and facts of the case, it was the subject who had immediate 

access to the newspapers mentioned, who did not make auiy attempt to get 

it. She preferred to make conjectures of her own instead. Though she had 
some of the facts, as were highlighted on the TV news, but from her 

utterance it is clear that she did not rely solely on the details she 

could have got from the newspaper. She projected beyond the scope of 

that which she had, introducing other elements, based on her own

understanding of humanity. Her view went unchallenged.
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The discussion continued in this manner and as other news items were 

introduced, the subjects explained them with their suppositions. The 
group kept itself entertained in this manner, and so "ignored" the set. 
The remainder of the programme promo went unwatched.

By the time "Another Life" came on, there was work to be done The 

doctor was still in the waiting room, so there was no chance of the 

subjects putting off the duties that required immediate attention. It 

was only SSE, the administrative staff, who was less busy, and she 

acknowledged the programme, audibly.

SSE: Oh! Another Life. I'd have loved to watch Another Life.

The subjects continued with their duties and engaged in whispered 

conversations. It is assumed that these were about more personal 

matters. What is important though is that even as the work load eased 
out, Another Life was not watched, or glanced at longingly. This 
illustrated a contradiction, in the expressed interest, and the real 
interest.

The subjects discussed other matters; including hairstyles; dressing; 

personal problems, and gossip about other people. They also sang popular 

Fuji music, such as were used on the various stations for the 

interludes. On this occasion as well, there had been no prompting from 

any interludes on the day's transmission. This showed that they did have 

a real interest in the music.

In the course of their discussion, the size of one of the subjects was 

measured against a known TV character. The TV had been used to supply a 

standard with which the subjects could relate.
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The programme gave way to musicals similar to that which the subjects 
had been singing. This attracted a bit more attention, before the 
subjects veered off into more gossip, and discussion of personal 
(romances) experiences. Intermittently, they sang along with the 
musicals in view, also commenting on the performers. The subject's 
comments on the musicians is remarkable.

SSE: [singing along with the music] "Oh, Satan don't tempt 
me, don't tempt anyone else, you should go back to where 
you are from." [running a commentary] Now he has revised 
that song. In the old one, he used to say that Satan 
should not tempt him, but he should tempt someone else.
Oh, how I hated that song. I mean, how could he say
that?

SY4: That was not him, that was someone else.
SSE: No, it was him. Listen was it not Obey?
SYl: Yes it was him but he's more mature now.
SY3: Well, then, he was singing worldly songs; now he sings 

for God.
SYl: He has always sung for God.

SY3: There's a difference now, at a point he used to sing 
adDusive songs.

SYl: Aree! [expression of surprise or disbelief]
SY4: But I did not realise that he was the one who sang the 

song - "Satan don't tempt me , tempt someone else" In 
fact I [used to] think [that] Kollington sang that one 
in one of his. . .

SYl: Which Kollington? [sarcasm]

SSE: It was Obey!
SYl: What does Kollington know?

SY3: Do you know Obey in the 70s? That was when he sang "The 
child of the rich man, do not oppress the son of the 
poor man".

The highlight of the above, is the illustration of how beliefs are
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corrected. SY4, is the youngest member of the group, and she was yet a 
child when the music in question had been a hit. What is however more 
interesting is the intolerance of the other two subjects, particularly, 
SYl, who was the oldest member of the group, and who’s views were 
respected. The intolerance expressed, left SY4, no opportunity to 
negotiate the error; the correction was imposed on her.

Another interesting feature is how the musicians were assessed. 
Kollington, is one of the popular Fuji musicians, reigning on the music 
scene. It was alluded that this star had nothing to offer - "What does 
he know?"

Obey, the musician whose music was in dispute, is an older musician, who 
had been around for a longer period of time. He was hailed as being 
philosophical, and had in recent times become even more committed to 
Godly and prayerful songs. This was illustrated in the two songs which 
were highlighted. Whilst one was a prayer against temptation, the other 
was a plea for tolerance, and thoughtfulness.

Following this brief discussion, the subjects, continued their gossip. 
There was an elasticity between this, and the discussion on the 
musicians. The difference was that the musicians were not "personal" 
acquaintances, as were the patients and other persons, who the subjects 
discussed, and assessed.

The discussions on personal acquaintances, also led into the sharing of 
rumours and information from other sources of communication. This 
included the tabloids, the "grapevine", or "market place", and other 
interpersonal sources of information.
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In the mean time, the two doctors had come out to the waiting area. They
had endured the musicals that was showing on the screen for a while.
Then there was an outburst from one of them which again led to a
conversation about their views of television.

Doctor #1 : TV is a waste of time. They sometimes tell us that 
they have nothing to say. Like, for the past 30 minutes, they 
have been showing us music. Imagine! You don't do such on 
prime time, and you know people are going to work tomorrow.
[and] They should be going to bed at about 9.00.
Doctor #2 : The problem that I have with them is that they 
show the same thing on LTV and OGTV. And there is one thing I 
don't like, between 6 and 8 p.m. everyday, if you can get at 
least 6 stations, one of them will be talking about these 
terrible things, [spiritual healing]
R: Does that threaten you as a doctor or what?
#2: [disgust] No! It 's the fact that they are polluting the 
minds of people. Personally, the sorts of patients I will 
get, will not be appealed to by such trash, so it does not 
affect me as a doctor. That is number one. And the sort of 
people who will sit and watch such things, I will not be able 
to stick [tolerate] as patients. . . That is just me.

The second doctor had not been present earlier when the said "healers" 
were mentioned. His remark was spontaneous.

It is the fact that their interpretation goes beyond the obvious, that 
makes their deductions interesting. For example, the musical is not just 
accepted, and regarded on its value as a programme. Doctor #1 actually 
appraised the musicals, against the purpose which he perceived that it 
was meant to serve. This he measured against his understanding of the 
station's intention. Thus, the musicals were not just for the 
entertainment of the audience. They were interludes. This assessment was 
more or less correct. As a result, he was able to deduce that if 
interludes could be as long as he had perceived; (30 minutes) the 
station must lack substantive programmes to show. If that was the case.
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and the occurrence of such was as high as he had perceived, he concluded 
that television was a waste of time.

The doctors understanding of the purpose of the musicals on television 
was a reverse of that of the subjects in location 1 and 2 for example. 
For them, musicals were one of the categories of programmes which 
fulfilled the purpose for which the medium was meant. In that case, they 
were perceived as substantive programmes. However, the fact that they 
came as interludes, meant that those viewers were often frustrated in 
their attempt to enjoy them.

It is the knowledge that the musicals were not the station's idea of 
programmes, at least for that time, that buttressed the doctor's case. 
The case had also been built around his idea of what was reasonable use 
of time. Perhaps his attitude would have been different if his 
priorities were different, (as with the cited examples in other 
locations). His response to an expressed change in station orientation 
even with his present priorities will be interesting.

It is notable, that the negative views of television, appears to attract 
more remarks from the viewers. The identification of TV as a waste of 
time was not disputed; rather, it was reinforced by citing the examples 
that make the case. The similarity in the programming of two stations, 
implying the absence of choice despite the plurality of stations is 
mentioned. This led to the observation of the ubiquity of deplorable 
programme types. There was more evidence which pointed to the "fact", 
that TV is a waste of time. This included the programme which was in 
view at the time.

Doctor #2: There is so much immorality on television for
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instance look at this dance.

It is interesting that the doctors were not worried about the 
consequence of these programmes on themselves. There was an air of 
immunity, about them. They were more concerned for other people who they 
considered less discerning. This was the case with other subjects who 
expressed these reservations. There was always a greater concern for 
others (especially children), while each felt in control of what was 
viewed.

#2: There are set times when TV is watched in my house.
#1 : Because of the children? That's better.
§2: My son watches this kind of thing on the TV and it 

infuriates me, so I switch it off. There was this boy who 
was staying with us, who knowing that we do not approve 
[of such] used to wait till we left home to play the 
cassettes. After a while, . . .  he resorted to using the 
next door neighbour's flat, he and his friends. . .

The above gives an insight into how values on programming are expressed 
and perpetuated. The child learns of the parents disapproval of certain 
categories of programmes, through the acts of selection, and rejection. 
Yet there are other influences, as in the exeimple of the houseboy 
mentioned above. From such quarters, the child is encouraged to avail 
himself of the "unapproved". As a result, the parent's preferences 
stand the risk of being undermined. The significance of this within the 
context of the study is that there should be greater consideration of 
observed viewing patterns, as there might be a difference between such 
and the expressed, "approved" preferences.

It is important to point out that there was a difference in the social 
position of the parent, in the above example, and the house boy who 
"welcomed" the undesirable programmes into the home. This already

564



suggests a correlation in the social position and taste. There is also
the example of the response of the other doctor, and that of the
subjects in location 1 and 2, to the musicals.

By this time, the afternoon shift was getting ready to close. The night 
duty staff had arrived. In the course of conversation, it was revealed 
that the subjects had "watched" a drama (in English) the previous day. 
This was outside the observation period. They could not be bothered to 
narrate what the programme had been about. They said they had not paid 
that much attention to the programme.

There was a guest present, who was less inhibited about discussing what 
she had seen. As she did, the subjects muttered under their breathe, 
not mindful that the microphone would pick these up. The guest's 
narration had helped to bring theirs out.

Guest: I watched it, towards the end. I don't know what 
happened in the earlier parts, but from what I 
gathered, I think the mother was a bit careless. She 
thought money could buy everything. That is my 
conclusion about the whole thing, [sic]

SY4: [under her breathe] I am usually shy of talking . . .  I
watched it and you did too didn't you? . . . [to
colleague]

Guest:She, [the mother in the TV drama] was making sure that 
they [the children] got everything. The boy was the 
senior, but not much senior to the girl, and the two 
used to cover up for each other. They could say that 
they had to wait for evening classes and that they had 
to pay for that. . . those ones. Then the girl confided 
in the boy that she's already pregnant and he laughed 
and said "Nonsense, how can you be pregnant" Then she 
told him she was pregnant for Tony.

[Subjects were still muttering to themselves alone, and to
the microphone. There was one who was challenging, and some
who were confirming, the report that was given.]
Guest :[continuing] While he was laughing, their mother came 

in and they kept quiet. She did not hear what they were 
saying, but one would have expected her to be more 
curious, and failing that, you will feel that she is
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careless.
So the girl started doing and saying odd things that 
will scare her mother. The mother tried to pet [cajole] 
her, to drag whatever it was out of her. She told the 
mother "I know you will kill me when you hear this 
anyway, so I'm prepared to die, and I will die today."
When the mother heard, she asked the brother if he did 
not know about it. She was furious that that, was what 
they had been up to, and they had been covering [up] 
for each other. So he confessed that the boy, 
responsible was another student in their school; one of 
the seniors. The mother said maybe he too had 
impregnated someone else's daughter.
Immediately she said it, the girl whom he had 
impregnated was chased into the house by her father. 
The mother was still wondering "What is happening?" The 
girl's father told her that her son had impregnated his 
daughter. She just collapsed, and that was how they 
ended the programme.
Well I feel that whoever watched that film, [my 
emphasis] if he were a parent particularly, should 
learn that parents should be more careful especially if 
they have children that age. They are wont to keep bad 
company.

The drama was here referred to as a film. The report also includes the 
(unsolicited) lesson that was learnt; the morale of the story. This 
illustrates how viewers watch (even) drama programmes being mindful of 
the lesson to be drawn.

The following is the subjects' account of the programme, which was 
inadvertently, whispered into the microphone.

SY3: Yes . . . that girl got pregnant, and the boy 
impregnated someone else.

SSE: It was Tony who made her pregnant.
SY4: The girl was Kemi or Funmi or what?
SSE: Tony made Kemi or what was that girl's name, Mary, or, - 

Tony made her pregnant. Then Sunday, or what was the 
brother's name, made another girl pregnant.

SY4; Hun! [exclamation challenging the validity of the 
guest's report]
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SY3; She is saying what happened, (upholding the report, and 
correcting the subject SY4)

SSE: Did we not watch it yesterday?

SY4: I did not see those parts.
SY3: She is talking about the end.
SSE: We watched it to the end, all of it from the beginning 

to the end.
SY4: Oh no! I did not watch it from the beginning either.
SYl: [to SY4] Don't mind her, she is the one who watched the 

entire thing.

SY3's reading had been affected by incomplete viewing of the programme. 
Besides being the most junior nurse, there was the tendency for her to 
get sent on errands. This meant, of the lot, she was more prone to 
having incomplete viewings, and different readings. However, these are 
not allowed to persist, as in the course of conversation, she gets 
corrected. The opportunity of getting corrected is linked to the 
subject's personality. It would have been possible for her to be stuck 
with her views, if she were not open with the other members of the 
group, or others, who had watched the programme in its entirety.

SSE was privileged to view the programme in it's entirety, because of 
the nature of her duties. She was administrative staff; a receptionist, 
who was more often, stationary.

There was a Yoruba comedy on, at this time and the subjects expressed 
interest in watching it. The handing over had been completed, the 
afternoon shift had closed and gone. Despite the interest they expressed 
in the programme, no one waited in the clinic to watch it. Rather they 
hurried to their homes. This meant that even if they got home in a short
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while, whilst the programme was still on, they would have missed some 
parts of it.

For those who remained, they had to tidy - up to cross check what had 
been handed over to them. It was only after this had been done, that

they actually settled down to watch the programme.

The pair on duty, was still there, with the problem of communication. 

The programme was watched in silence.

There was no indication of what either of them took from the programme.

There was minimal private conversations between the two of them. It was
not even clear, if they watched the programme at all, or if they just 
sat and stared at the screen, as was apparent.

The remainder of the programme flow for the remainder of the evening's 
observation period were news including the network news, and the 
programme promo. These programmes were received in similar manner. There 
was no attempt to change the channel on this day either. It did not seem

as if there was enough interest in what was on at all, let alone what

was on another channel.

Day 5

Observation commenced at about 6.00 p.m. There was an interlude of music 
on at the time. This gave way to the Islamic religious programme. It was 
a Friday. The programme appeared to have been ignored. It was a back 
drop for private discussions. The team on duty was made up of friends
(SYl, SY3, SY4, SSE) and they all spoke Yoruba.
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According to the subjects, the set had been switched on at about 3.40 
p.m. Transmission had not resumed then, but the subjects turned on the 
set to listen to the music which accompanies the engineering line up 
that precedes programme transmission. The station which was selected was 
OGTV. The comment of one of the subjects regarding this use of TV is 
remarkable.

SSE: I f  we had a r a d io ,  we w on 't sw itch  i t  on, and i f  we d id , 
we would pu t i t  on low. [ th a t  i s  tu rn  down th e  volume 
under th e  r a d io .]

What makes th e  above comment rem arkab le , i s  th e  f a c t  th a t  i t  g iv e s  an 

in d ic a t io n  to  th e  use th a t  th e  s e t  i s  be ing  p u t.  That i t  was sw itched  on 

co n sc io u s ly , d id  no t mean th e re  was a con sc io u s in te n t io n  to  be exposed 

to  th e  programmes. In  t h i s  c a se , i t  was no t th a t  th e  s u b je c ts  la ck ed

com panionship, as i s  assumed when TV i s  used in  t h i s  manner. I t  was

m erely to  add to  th e  room am bience. T his i s  even f u r th e r  confirm ed when

th e  s u b je c t  su ggests  th a t  even in  th e  even t th a t  they  had a r a d io ,  th e

TV w il l  s t i l l  be sw itched  on, along  w ith  th e  r a d io . The music o r  c h a t t e r  

from th e  s e t  does n o t th e n  seem to  be th e  p e r t in e n t  reaso n  fo r

a c t iv a t in g  i t .  I t  appears th a t  "view ing" in  t h i s  s i tu a t io n  had become a

h a b i t .  Whether th e  programme i s  a c c e p ta b le , o r  n o t, th e  s e t  i s  l e f t  on. 

In  th e  even t th en , th a t  th e r e  i s  a programme which c a tc h e s  th e  s u b je c t s ' 

fancy, th ey  ta k e  tim e o u t to  w atch. O therw ise, th e  s e t  i s  j u s t  l e f t  on,

w ith  th e  su b je c ts  seeming to  ig n o re  th e  programmes.

( I t  i s  im p o rtan t to  p o in t  o u t ag a in , a t  t h i s  tim e, th e  f a c t  th a t  th e re  

i s  no ready  p u b lished  programme sch ed u le . To know what w i l l  be shown on 

th e  s t a t io n s ,  i s  to  have someone who had watched th e  s t a t i o n s . )

The TV was l e f t  on, u n a tten d ed  w hile  th e  la d ie s  d isc u sse d  th e  lo v e
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a f f a i r s  o f  th e  s in g le  g i r l s  in  t h e i r  m id st. One of th e  s u b je c ts  re p o r te d  

on h e r  o p in io n s  to  such, and h er e x p lo i t s .  The tre n d  c o n tin u ed  r i g h t  

th rough th e  s l o t s  fo r  th e  e a r ly  evening news.

There was a s l i g h t  improvement d u ring  th e  commercial b reak  th a t  fo llow ed  

th e  news. The su b je c ts  d id  n o t c o n c e n tra te  on view ing th e se  e i t h e r ,  b u t 

in  th e  ca se  on th e  non -  p e rso n a l a d v e rtisem e n ts , th e re  was one, which a 

s u b je c t r e c i t e d ,  "m in d less ly " , along w ith  th e  te le v is io n .  At l e a s t  t h i s  

gave an in d ic a t io n  th a t  th e  a d v e rt was acknowledged. I t  was th e  "Pengo" 

p a in  r e l i e f  com m ercial.

The same s u b je c t ,  (SSE) responded to  th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f d is c u s s io n  

programme which fo llow ed. She t r i e d  to  id e n t i f y  th e  (e th n ic )  o r ig in  o f 

one o f th e  d is c u s sa n ts  in  th e  programme. T his was a ls o  a  spontaneous 

r e a c tio n  to  th e  programme, and she d id  n o t a t te n d  to  th e  message o f th e  

programme a t  a l l .

The programme was a d is c u s s io n  on th e  economic developm ent and n a t io n a l  

s t a b i l i t y ,  sponsored by th e  government agency, MAMSER. I t  was com plete ly  

ig n o red .

Each s u b je c t  went about h e r  own b u s in e ss , d e s p ite  th e  "p ro v o ca tiv e"  

p o in ts  made on th e  programme, and th e  slow tempo of work.

There was an e ld e r ly  man in  th e  w a itin g  room, who was "drawn" in to  th e  

programme by th e  d is c u s s io n  on th e  " sh a r in g  of th e  n a t io n a l  cak e" . He 

nodded h i s  head to  some comments coming from th e  programme, as  though 

seek ing  c o n firm a tio n ; a cue to  open a d is c u s s io n , b u t he g o t none. No 

one e l s e  was in te r e s te d  , so he watched in  s i le n c e .  He had a r r iv e d  when
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the programme was past half way.

The programme which fo llow ed was an B r i t i s h  comedy; "Keep i t  in  th e  

F am ily". T h is a t t r a c t e d  th e  a t te n t io n  o f th e  s u b je c ts  im m ediately . They 

perched  on th e  a v a i la b le  s e a t s ,  to  a s s e s s ,  i f  n o t w atch th e  programme. 

They came to  th e  programme d e l ib e r a te ly .  But th ey  soon tu rn ed  t h e i r  

backs to  th e  s e t ,  ig n o rin g  th e  programme, and c a r ry in g  on w ith  t h e i r  

r o u t in e .

That they  even came and s a t  down b e fo re  th e  s e t ,  confirm ed th a t  they  

were n o t to o  busy to  w atch. Had th e  programme met w ith  t h e i r  ap p ro v a l, 

they  cou ld  have s tay ed  on to  w atch. I t  i s  n o t c l e a r  why th ey  l e f t ,  b u t 

th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  programme was a fo re ig n  drama and a comedy had 

a t t r a c t e d  them in  th e  f i r s t  p la c e .

There was th e  f a c t  about th e  in c o m p a tib il i ty  o f t h e i r  c u l tu r e ,  w ith  th a t

in  which th e  programme was produced. I t  was observed , t h a t  th e  s u b je c ts ,  

d id  n o t a p p re c ia te  th e  humour in  th e  programme. Even th e  p re -re c o rd e d  

s tu d io  aud ience la u g h te r , w ith in  th e  programme, d id  n o t prompt them to  

laugh . T his may e x p la in  th e  r e je c t io n  o f th e  programme.

Even a f t e r  th e  conscious r e je c t io n  of th e  programme, o u t o f n o th in g  e l s e  

to  do, they  s t i l l  g lanced  a t  th e  s e t .  But th e  humour seemed lo s t  on

them, ex cep t in  in s ta n c e s  where th e re  was a v i s ib ly  absu rd  a c t .  For

example, a man, h o ld ing  up a p a i r  o f p a n t ie s .  In  t h i s  example, they  

reco g n ise d  th e  " r id ic u lo u s "  b u t they  cou ld  n o t u n d ers tan d  th e  c o n te x t of 

i t .

"Why i s  he doing th a t? "

"Oh I  d i d n 't  fo llow  i t "

571



At th i s  tim e , th e  group had broken up, and th e  su b je c ts  were a c t in g  as 

in d iv id u a ls .  Y et, th e re  was no one w atch ing . R ather, they  were g e t t in g  

ready  to  c lo se  and go home. The end o f th e  programme co in c id ed  w ith  

t h e i r  c lo s in g  tim e, when they  handed over to  th e  s t a f f  on th e  n ig h t 

s h i f t .

The team on du ty  fo r  th e  n ig h t had changed a lthough  th e  Hausa/Yoruba 

f a c to r  rem ained. SY2 had been rep la c e d  by SY5. SY5 had a d i f f e r e n t  

p e r s o n a l i ty ;  whe was a b i t  more open and s o c ia l ,  y e t th e  s t r a i n  in  th e  

communication w ith  th e  SN was s t i l l  n o tic e a b le .  She engaged in  a

c o n v e rsa tio n  w ith  (Yoruba speaking) p a t ie n t ( s )  in s te a d .

There was one o f th e  "h ea lin g "  programmes on th e  a i r .  This was th e

programme th a t  succeeded th e  E ng lish  comedy. The programme was in

Yoruba. I t  appeared  th a t  th e  programme was ignored  u n t i l  th e  " A lh a ji" , 

th e  "h e a le r"  used a p roverb  which aroused  th e  s u b je c t 's  c u r io s i ty .  Her

query  had no ap p aren t l in k  w ith  th e  programme. I t  was to  in c re a se  h e r

u n d ers tan d in g  o f th e  language, and c u l tu r e .

SY5: [ to  th e  p a t ie n t]  Why do they  say th a t  "okra" draws
b e t t e r  th an  "Aapon"?

P a t ie n t :  [an e ld e r ly  man] Yes, a b i t  o f e f f o r t  i s  enough to  
make th e  "okra" [soup r i g h t ] ,  compared to  th e  "aapon"
[so u p ] . That i s  why they  say one [who la c k s  know -  how] 
should  d e s i s t  from [u n su ccessfu l ] a ttem p ts  to  p rep a re  
th e  "aapon" soup, and pursue th e  making of "okra" soup 
in s te a d .

Follow ing t h i s  c l a r i f i c a t i o n ,  th e  programme was once ag a in  " ig n o red " .

There was no re fe re n c e  to  th e  s ta tem en t which th e  h e a le r  had used th e

idiom to  h ig h l ig h t .
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That th e  programme was " ign o red "  d id  n o t mean i t  was n o t re c e iv e d . In  

o th e r  w ords, th e  programme perm eated th e  c l u t t e r  o f th e  a u d ie n c e 's  

a t te n t io n )  as in d ic a te d  in  th e  above.

In  th e  programme i t s e l f ,  th e  in te rv ie w e r 's  q u e s t io n 's  were h a rd ly  

a u d ib le , y e t th e  sponsor who was a lso  s t a r  o f th e  show, was very  loud

and i n s i s t e n t .  His views were n o t to  be m issed .

A fte r  a  p e r io d  of w a itin g , w ith  n o th in g  e l s e  to  do, th e  e ld e r ly  man, who 

had no ap p aren t i n t e r e s t  in  th e  programme began to  c a s t  o cca sio n a l 

g la n c e s  a t  th e  s e t .  E v e n tu a l ly ,  t h e r e  was an o u tb u r s t  from  him , 

condemning th e  " A lh a ji-h e a le r" ,  and h is  k ind . The e ld e r ly  maun h im se lf 

was an A lh a j i ,  bu t he was o f th e  o p in io n  th a t  th e se  o th e r  men were 

c h a la r ta n s .

"F o o lish  never do w e lls , they  have tu rn ed  r e l i g io n  in to  
begg ing .

I s  he God? [He i s ]  Asking people to  come to  him; i s  he God?

T his o u tb u rs t  had been sp u rred  on by an in v i ta t io n  from th e  "h ea le r"  to  

th o se  a f f l i c t e d  by v a r io u s  a ilm e n ts , fo r  which he claim ed to  have c u re s .

The word used in  o u tb u rs t  t r a n s la te d  above, connotes more than  j u s t

begging . I t  im p lie s  th a t  one makes a l iv e lih o o d  from fav o u rs  re c e iv e d .

The man d id  n o t make any a tte m p t to  conceal h is  contem pt; e i t h e r  in  h i s

a t t i t u d e  o r  in  h is  words. His vehemence was fu e lle d  by th e  f a c t  th a t  he

reco g n ise d  th e se  h e a le r s  a s  ta k in g  advantage of th e  f a i t h ,  to  which he

a ls o  su b sc r ib e s .

"The f a i t h  does n o t encourage them to  do a l l  th e s e .  He i s  a 
l i a r !  He i s  ju s t  sw in d lin g  peop le , and making a l iv in g  ou t of 
t h a t .  The f a i t h  does n o t condone t h i s .  God does n o t approve 
a t  a l l !
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H e's  a sk in g  them to  come i f  they  must b u ild  a house; does 
th a t  mean every man must b u ild  a house?"

The v iew ing lo c a tio n  was charged , w ith  th e  o p p o s itio n  to  th e  programme 

by t h i s  man. No one contended h is  p o s i t io n s ,  and i f  th e re  was any one 

who would have su b sc rib ed  to  th e  message from th e  ch a llen g ed  programme, 

th e re  was a t  l e a s t  cui aw areness o f th e  a sp e rs io n s , c a s t  by t h i s

c h a l le n g e r .

The programme was concluded, w ith  a d e s c r ip t io n  o f how to  g e t to  th e  

" h e a le r 's "  house. I t  was [ l ik e ]  an a d v e rtisem e n t. The s p o n s o r /s ta r

w arned t h a t  p r o s p e c t iv e  c l i e n t s  s h o u ld  b r in g  money a lo n g .  T h is

u tte ra n c e  was c i te d  as a co n firm a tio n  o f h is  e a r l i e r  o u tb u r s t .  The o th e r  

members o f th e  group, [who fo llow ed  th e  tre n d ]  found th i s  amusing.

The programme was fo llow ed by th e  OGTV s t a t e  news. I t  was n o t w atched. 

There was th e  o cca sio n a l g lance  a t  th e  sc re e n , which seemed more

m o tiv a te d  by boredom , th a n  i n t e r e s t .  We s h o u ld  n o t  r u l e  o u t th e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f th e  news be ing  heard , even though i t  was n o t watched w ith  

any a p p re c ia b le  le v e l of d e te rm in a tio n .

The news i t s e l f ,  lacked  th e  v is u a ls  which would have s u s ta in e d  a v is u a l  

i n t e r e s t  in  th e  s to r i e s .  Most of th e  tim e, th e  news was read  by th e  

n ew scaste r w ithou t any v is u a l  r e p o r ts  to  accompany th e  s t o r i e s .

The apathy  was broken when th e re  was an o b itu a ry  item  on th e  news. The 

s u b je c ts  gave f u l l  a t te n t io n  to  th e  news as  th e  d e t a i l s  o f th e  s to ry  was 

read . Im m ediately a f te rw a rd s , they  r e v e r te d  to  th e  p rev io u s  p a t te r n .
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The commercial break which followed the news was not really attended

e i th e r ,  even though, i t  was " e n te r ta in in g " .  This was fo llow ed  by th e

network newscast auid the pattern was maintained still. It was only SN
who glanced at the set occasionally. By this time, the subjects had
b u sied  them selves w ith  t h e i r  ro u tin e  ch o re s . There was no th in g  to

s u s ta in  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  on th e  sc reen . T here fo re  as SY5 s a id ,  they  cou ld

n o t make any assessm en ts on what was b e in g  shown.

SY5: My mind was n o t th e re  a t  a l l ,  I  must n o t l i e .  I t  i s  i f  I 
knew what they  were doing th a t  I  Could a s s e s s  i f  i t  was 
in t e r e s t in g  o r  n o t.  My mind was n o t th e re ;  th e re  a re  so 
many c a re s .

This u t te r a n c e  was as much an assessm ent of th e  s u b je c t ,  as  i t  was of 

th e  programming. What i t  i l l u s t r a t e s  i s  th e  com parative s t r e n g th  of th e  

v a r io u s  " p u l l s "  on th e  v i e w e r 's  a t t e n t i o n .  At t h i s  p o in t  o f th e  

o b se rv a tio n  fo r  example, th e  ba lance  was t i l t e d  in  fav o u r o f th e  o th e r  

c a re s  which t h i s  s u b je c t had, even though th e re  was a l i g h t  flow of 

t r a f f i c  in  th e  c l i n i c  fo r  th e  even ing . The s u b je c ts  a t t r i b u t e d  th i s  to  

th e  f a c t  th a t  i t  was a F rid ay , th e  beg inn ing  of th e  weekend, and so 

p a t ie n ts  avoided coming in .  I t  was on t h i s  n o te  th a t  o b se rv a tio n  ended 

fo r  th e  n ig h t .

Day 6

O bserv a tio n  began a t  about 4.00 p.m. in  th e  a f te rn o o n . Being a S atu rday , 

tra n sm is s io n  had begun in  th e  morning. The s e t  had a lre a d y  been sw itched  

on. I t  was tuned  to  OGTV. The group on du ty  was made up o f SY3, SY4, 

SMW.

While th e  news was b e ing  re a d , th e re  was a l iv e ly  d is c u s s io n  on some 

r e a l  -  l i f e  drama th a t  had happened in  th e  c l i n i c .  The drama was about 

t h e i r  e x p e rien ce  w ith  a p a t i e n t .  The d is c u s s io n  co n tin u ed  through th e
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commercial break, and the set was ignored.

The succeed ing  programme was w re s tl in g . This was in t e r e s t in g  to  SMW who 

s a t  c lo s e  to  th e  s e t  to  w atch. SY4's i n i t i a l  r e a c t io n  was to  f in d  an 

a l t e r n a t iv e .  She was n o t in te r e s te d  in  th e  w re s tl in g , and n e i th e r  was 

SY3. There was no prom ise o f a b e t t e r  o p tio n . The s u b je c ts  rem inded 

them selves th a t  i t  was a Saturday  a f te rn o o n , and th ey  th u s  b raced  

them selves fo r  more of such . With th a t ,  they  m en ta lly  sw itched  o f f  th e  

s e t ,  and sh a red  p e rso n a l ex p erien ces  in s te a d .

SMW was n o t d e te r r e d  by th e  a t t i t u d e  o f th e  o th e rs .  She watched th e  

programme. The t r a f f i c  (of p a t ie n ts )  was l i g h t  and so she was a b le  to  

watch u n d is tu rb e d . From t h e i r  knowledge o f th e  environm ent, th e  s u b je c ts  

knew th a t  th e  p a t ie n ts  would r a th e r  endure th e  a ilm en ts  fo r  as  long as  

was to l e r a b le ,  "even i f  i t  k i l l s  them", than  come to  a c l i n i c  a t  th e  

weekend o r  on p u b lic  h o lid a y s .

SMW was so  co n v ersan t w ith  th e  codes o f th e  programmes th a t  she was 

w atch ing . She knew th e  w re s t le r s  by name, and even by t h e i r  a c t s .  Her 

c o n c e n tra tio n  e v e n tu a lly  drew th e  a t te n t io n  o f th e  o th e r  s u b je c ts  to  th e  

programme. They m arvelled  a t  why she was so in te r e s te d  in  th e  programme, 

and she ex p la in e d  th e  go ings on in  th e  programme to  them. T his way, th ey  

go t to  w atch what they  o r d in a r i ly  were n o t in te r e s te d  in .  SMW had ag a in  

e n tic e d  h e r  c o lle a g u e s  in to  a programme o f h e r  ch o ice .

SY4: H e 's  dancing!

SMW: You've no t seen  any th ing!

SY4: I s  h i s  b ird  b e s id e  him?

SY3: I t ' s  th e  one w ith  a snake, th a t  i s  funny to  me.

SMW: That i s  Jack  th e  snake boy.
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Though S MW was the expert, the other subjects also exhibited a 
familiarity with the programme. This incidental watching observed here, 
illustrates how they become exposed to a programme they may honestly say 
they do not watch.

Towards the end of the programme, the reasons why the others had
disliked the programme became evident in their discussion. It was their
perceptions of the outcome of the sport.

SY4: He's won! That surface is Dunlop [Dunlop is synonymous 
with cushions in the local parlance]. Had it been normal 
ground, your head would have been splintered, 
[addressing the wrestler who had been thrown]

SMW: When they grow up, they start behaving funny.
SY4: It is suffering, they just punish themselves.
SMW: Take Mohammed Ali for instance, they have battered his 

head to ruins [sic]

The subjects including SMW marvelled at the claims and countenance of
the wrestlers, and they used this to confirm the perceived danger
inherent in the sport. This further confirmed their conclusion, that
there was no sense in it. It was SMW who identified the sense that the
performers see in the sport.

SMW: There's money in wrestling, there's more money in 
wrestling than in boxing.

The others were not able to see that line of reasoning. All they saw was 
the agony of the victims, and the inhumanity of the valiant. The summary 
of their discussion is that the wrestlers are animals.

While they were all entertained by the show of prowess, as well as the
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ludicrous (dressing, utterances, performances) the group was divergent 
in its ability to separate the reality of the repercussions of the 
event, and the reality of any value in the sport.

What is certain, is that they all vicariously participated in the 
programme. They did not listen to the commentary from within the 
programme. Rather they preferred their own commentary.

There was obvious relief for SY4 as the programme came to an end, 
whereas SMW enjoyed her reminiscences of the programme.

The programme gave way to a musical video. SY4 ran a commentary on the
visuals but could not say what the lyrics were about.

SY4: They won't find a way. . . one man will come and rescue 
him. . . . Those man eaters! . . . He's going to shoot, 
that man is going to shoot. Here is his saviour. . .
This one looks like a Ghanaian. . . Maybe they are from 
Calabar. It's Calabar people who also have masquerades 
on stilts. Ah, Ah! This girl is really digging the 
dance.

(As the clip gave way to another by the same group, subject 
was opportuned to read the name of the artiste. She further 
confirmed her "prejudice" of the group with this reading.]
"There he is again, Chiko, Tony. That is how they go about 
bearing funny names."

Rather than listen to the lyrics of the song, the subject focused her 
attention on the visuals of the video. Her attempt to identify the 
group, was first premised on stereotypes. It was thereafter that she 
sought evidence to buttress her deductions. There is also a trait of a 
negative stereotype, in her outburst about "Mem eaters". This was 
fuelled by the visuals which she had seen. The group belonged to a 
culture which though local, was foreign to the subject. Her insufficient 
familiarity with the reality of that culture made it easier for her, to
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negotiate based on assumptions and stereotypes.

The visuals had been of an ambush, a capture, and escape of some 
individuals. The captors were clad in raffia skirts, and armed with 
spears. These men had had their faces painted and they looked quite 
dreary. The scene was in a "jungle" whilst the captives belonged to 
modern day. The combination thus suggests a recency in the timing of the 
event. The theme of the music was about liberation. The subjects were 
attentive to the musicals even as they continued their own 
conversations. Occasionally, the visuals evoked some comments from them.

The sight of a gospel singer evoked the memories of another gospel 
singer whom they had not seen for a while.

In another instance, it was the dance which attracted the comments. It
was a reminder of another context where the dance had been seen, and
which they felt was inappropriate.

SMW: There was a gospel singer who was dancing this sort of 
dance.

SY4: Yes!
SMW: Do you know [her as well]? I was wondering if the 

producers never corrected her. It's not good! . . . She 
was dancing reggae exactly like those ones are dancing.
[And] what about those who were brake dancing in this
Funmi Aragbaiye's record - Mo duro le, Kristi Apata?
[Title of record means I stand on Christ the Rock]

The discussion was concluded without an expression of what they felt was 
decent composure within the gospel musicals. They had merely pointed out 
what it should not be.

In the course of the viewing, they identified the songs which were
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popular in the town, and the category of people whom such songs appealed 
to. They also identified the possible locations where the videos could 
have been shot. In short, they related well with the programme category. 
SMW, the TV enthusiast, was the most vocal during the viewing. She also 
displayed a superior competence with the codes of television. She had 
no qualms about being an avid TV watcher. This had helped her in her 
ability to relate with the messages therein.

SMW: This was shot in Victoria Island.
R: I wonder where they could have got such old buildings

[as was seen in another part of the clip]
SMW: Abba! [expression of surprise] either in Imo state or. .

R: How did [would] you know that?
SMW: It was shown on TV sometime; they carried this house

[sic - the house was featured] when the whites were 
here, some blacks, carried this house on their heads, 
and brought it to the city, to Aba. It was when they
were changing their colonies, they did not want to
dismantle it. So the house is still there. It is one of 
these monuments.

The musicals also were used to pass commentaries on the "decadent" 
situation that the subjects, perceived was prevalent in the land.

SY3: [looking at the screen, and lamenting] Oh look at 
Nigerians!

SMW: Ah, Ah! The sons of these land have become decadent. If 
you go to Lagos they are all over the place. You will 
pity them.

SY4: Have you not seen the recent calendars, with the awful 
hairstyles they wear?

SMW: Is it the hairstyles or how they pose; how they behave 
like the crazy Black Americans?

SY3: You will see the girls.
SMW: Yes, they go have some girls like this! [sic]
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SY3: Just go to Lagos.
SMW: Go to down town Lagos Island. (Isale Eko)

SMW: There was once I was going to Ikoyi, at CMS. . .
SY3: Yes that is where you will find them.
SMW: If you could have seen the girl's haircut.

SY3: Yes! She must have had it coloured.
SY4: Two toned at that.
SMW: . . . she coloured it purple!
SY4: She must have painted her face. She must have painted it

like mad!

The subjects had been prompted into the above discussion by the sighting
of an image, similar to that which they described. It is clear that they
do not approve of such fashion as they had just seen on the set. What, 
however is more interesting is the equation of such fashion with that 
of "Black Americans" who were qualified with the description, "crazy". 
Indeed, the entire concept had been qualified with terms such as "mad", 
"pitiable" , having begun with the simple description of such being 
"awful".

None of these subjects had ever visited the USA. Yet they readily 
suggest or agree that such a fashion is typical of the some Americans. 
The contribution of the TV portrayal of Americans to such a position 
such as this cannot be quantified, but it should not be discounted, 
seeing as it is one shared source of images.

The focus of their attention was soon shifted as a new musical clip 
arrived on the screen. It was the contrast in the sizes of the artistes 
that caught their attention. Once again, this prompted them to talk 
about another enjoyable experience, which had used a similar contrast.
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SY4: Look at the small man!
SMW: Small man, and big woman.
SY4: It seems like he was the one in "Funwontan's" video.

With that cue, they relived their experiences of viewing the said video, 
which had been featured on the television. In doing this, the subjects 
did not conceal their amusement at the humour with which serious issues 
were presented.

There was the case of the unplanned family; the mother of "man-made- 
twins" referring to the inadequate spacing of children. Her husband had 
deserted her, preferring the company of younger (more attractive women). 
There was also the case of the promiscuous young man; and that of the 
drunk. The dangers in each of these cases was highlighted, in the song, 
and dramatised in the video in a humorous way. The subjects tried to 
recall each of the cases that were mentioned, as well as the outcome. 
They also tried to capture the other jokes for which the artiste, who 
had first risen to féime on radio, was known for.

As they did this, all other programming which came along was shunned. 
This was until the continuity announcer came on. They paid attention to 
this, and so they they did not miss the programme's highlight for the 
rest of the day's transmission.

It is not clear if they had anticipated the programme highlight, auid so 
suspended their conversation, or if there was just a coincidence in the 
timing. What is important is that they did not miss the announcement.

The next programme on the line up was a Yoruba programme, therefore, the
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announcement came in Yoruba. This was in itself another cue that the 
subjects responded to. That the announcement was in Yoruba, meant that 
the next programme was in Yoruba, and this heightened their interest. 
The subjects' interest had been captivated. There was an obvious 
affinity for Yoruba language programmes. The subjects were still 
critical though. They attended the programme title credits, assessing if 
it was really worth watching. They viewed and read the credits of the 
programme.

"Oro Okere" [with the inflection with which it was read, that meant
"Word from Abroad"] What does that mean? It must be, "Oro Okere." [with
this inflection it meant, "There is no word, too small"]

"Look at how he put a tape [player] at the window, this is 
real rural life. "

(Laughter all round.)

With this, the group settled down to view. It was not very long before a 
patient came in to be attended to. This disrupted the viewing by the 
nurses. Not only did they attend to the patient, after she had left, 
they discussed her case, and marvelled at her carelessness.

By the time viewing was resumed, they had missed a good deal of the 
plot. The programme was just a "30 - minute" programme. But the subjects 
still found use for the programme. The first striking feature was the 
mispronunciation of a common place English word - Football.

SMW: Football! (laughter)
SY4: You won't even see the spectacle on the screen. . .

Those two men had tried to chase the woman on the way, 
now they have come to report her to her husband, [sic]
Yet they were the ones who accosted her on the way.

The above illustrates the prominence of absurdities on the screen. They
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serve as attention getters, but thereafter, it takes other cues to 
sustain interest. In this case, subject SY4 had been most attentive to 
the story line, even as the group discussed other matters. She thus 
filled in the gap for the others in a nutshell. These efforts were mere 
teasers. It was another show of an absurd behaviour which the subjects 
witnessed, and remarked about that focused their attention on the 
screen. They wanted to see the outcome of the "injustice"

The woman had been talking to her brother on the way back from the 
market. She had been accosted by the two old men, who later made a 
report of her to her husband. The woman had been falsely accused of 
adultery. But the irate husband had not investigated thoroughly; he had 
not even given his wife a chance to defend herself before throwing out 
her belongings, with ignominy. It was this show of "authority" that the 
subjects viewed with contempt.

The truth eventually came out when the brother came to visit, and the
old men identified him as the culprit. The man then threw the old men
out, and then sought the forgiveness of his wife.

The subject's interest had not been sustained. As soon as the outcome 
was predictable, they switched their attention to other duties. The 
doctor arrived around this time, and it is possible that this influenced 
the switch to their normal routine.

Even with this explanation, there was still the question of interest in
the programme itself. There was no apparent duty that should have
warranted them to abandon the programme. For instance, there was no 
patient to attend to. In this case, one could then see that the
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programme had simply not sustained their interest.

The programme which followed was the Yoruba news and this was also not 
attended.

The inability of adjacent programmes, which had similar appeals to 
maintain the audience group, suggests that the programming assumptions, 
about audience lead in effects need to be further examined still. This 
is especially so when there had been a commercial break in between. Each 
programme had to justify itself to the audience, especially in the early 
minutes of its receipt by the audience. This does not necessarily 
coincide with the first few minutes of the program's broadcast. This 
suggests that, to place a programme adjacent to one with similar 
appeals, is not enough to guarantee a synergy action.

The comedy was at least watched, partially even enthusiastically, by 
one, (SY4), but the news went unwatched. The subjects engaged in their 
own private conversations. They were not totally oblivious of the set; 
it was just that they gave it selective attention. Even that attention, 
was divided.

There were some programmes which were not approved of, but which 
attracted the attention of the group. An example of such, is one of the 
"metaphysician's" programmes, which had been condemned the previous day. 
When the promo for the programme came up during the commercial break 
that followed the news, subjects' attention was called to it. Even 
though the intention was to bring the programme to ridicule, still, it 
had attracted attention nonetheless. It is thus not surprising, that the 
subjects, who had such disaffect for the programme, could speak
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competently about it.
"That day he said the talk was coming from Mecca. . . Did
you watch it?"
"YesI I did too."
"Not indicating that the curtains [the backdrop for the 
programme] was an artwork. He brought these people who were 
clad in white [as done in Mecca] and they too sat behind 
him."
"I said, "why did he not show how they . . ." [throw stones
to the black stone - one of the rituals performed during the 
pilgrimage]
"My first acquaintance with him was when you know these 
masquerades that women are forbidden to see, Abdul Jabba 
brought it on television. He said why should they say women 
should not do something and so on. Is it not from there that 
he gets his powers? I know someone from that area he was 
referring to, who swore that all he was saying were lies."

The subjects continued to listen to the man, as though to find a fault 
with him, and prove that he was a conman. The disgust is unanimous, and 
unmasked, yet they continued. There was a similar programme right 
afterwards.

SMW: Here is another one. . . All of them just tell lies.
[with disdain] Look at him, Chrislamherb! 
combination of Christian, Islam, and herbalist. I don't 
know if he has a church or what to call it [that is not 
certain how to refer to the place of worship where] they 
preach the bible, Islam, and herbalist [the word 
herbalist is used as a synonym for the Yoruba 
traditional beliefs"

These programmes engender distrust. There is a recognition of a charade 
- and even religion is not sacred.

Following were the programme promos and a musical interlude. There was 
none of the guarded reaction, that was noticeable earlier, with this 
aspect of the programming. SY4 immediately started to dance to, and sing 
along with the music. She was the youngest in the group and was not
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mindful of those other more serious concerns that the older ones 
bothered with.

SMW: . . . Sister---  said at one time if she was asked ,
she used to say Yoruba dance was the one she liked best.
She did not even like the dance from her area [in the 
East] So she was saying, "Why now, why did Yoruba people 
decide to change their dance?" I said I don't know, she 
should go and ask them.

SY3: They have spoilt the culture!
SMW: Since after the man's "Fuji Garbage" all dances have 

changed, [referring to the style of the dance that came 
up] Ehen! this is the one I hate, [because they are 
shaking] both the busts and their buttocks.

SY4 was unpertubed by the critical views of her colleagues. She did not 
dance like the one shown on the screen, but she danced nonetheless. She 
even boasted, jokingly, that the arrival of her boss could not deter 
her.

There is a remarkable level of seriousness in the issues that come out 
of the viewing of such "inconsequential" programmes as this interlude. 
Earlier on it had been a discussion on the values expressed in dressing 
and behaviour. Similarly, in the last example, the issue was about the 
direction the culture was advancing in. This goes to show how television 
even in such mundane ways, encroaches into the discourse of the world 
views that are held.

Though there is no vehemence in the reservations expressed now, as with 
those expressed earlier, regarding the religious "quacks", they were 
disgruntled anyway.

The repeat exposure to these musicals make them more predictable, and 
even more memorable. These also enhance the clarity of concepts, as with
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each exposure, there is more discussion, as well as "grapevine" reports. 

Therefore, the language and meanings are clarified. Take this excerpts 

for example.
"Which one is this? "
"Ayuba."
"What is he holding, a ruler?"

"Maybe he wants to teach them a lesson, someone who did not 
finish secondary school."

"I don't appreciate this new tune. He finished from R.S.S.
[one of the oldest high schools in the town; Remo Secondary 
School.]
"We are H.A.P.P.Y." [singing along to the music] Those 
children always sing it."

"Most of those tunes are accepted by those little children, 
and the younger generation. This is the time for the youths."
"So don't begrudge us, (laughter) for sure ni! [sic, meaning 
- it is sure.]

The artiste was acting the role of a teacher, as one of the subjects had 
suggested. The scene was set in a classroom, with some young people. He 

had spelt out the word H.A.P.P.Y. on the board. The music had been built 

around the tune of one of the popular childhood favourites - "We are 

H.A.P.P.Y."

The colloquialisms used by the subjects were themselves part of another 

artiste's music, hence the laughter. The statement as with such others 

had become a code.

The musical gave way to the announcer promoting the programme line up 

and this was followed by a Yoruba programme, "Aye Gbege" [which means - 

Life is Fragile, (must be handled with care)].
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SMW rejected the programme by switching to the other station. There were 
more musicals on, similar to that which had been showing on the other 

channel. What this meant was that a continuity was maintained, though 
channels had been switched.

The subjects continued viewing, noting how appropriate the dance steps 

were, to the message which they assumed the music stood for. Along with 

that also came the grapevine reports on the private lives of the 
artistes.

"You see, I like this dance." [it was to a sober tempo of the 
gospel music]

"But this man can dance." [responding to the energetic dance
of Barrister, a popular Fuji musician]

Both the sober slow rhythmic, and the energetic dance were appreciated. 
It was a question of how appropriate they were perceived to be in their
context, that determined if they were condemned or not.

The programme was enjoyed. There was an obvious participation in the

programme which gave way to the news. The news was seemingly ignored,

till the item which concerned the subjects directly. The news item was
about a salary review for nurses in view of the recent review of

doctors' salaries. The item prompted a verbal response from one of the
subjects, and this led to a discussion.

"It's true, doctors can't work alone after all. If they don't 
review it, we will strike."

It was this verbal reaction to the item that indicated that the news was 

attended at all. Otherwise, it had appeared that they had completely 

ignored the news. This illustrates that the TV is sometimes not viewed.
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even when it is attended. It is sometimes used as its predecessor, the 
radio.

The time was about 8.00 p.m. and the subjects prepared and handed over 
to the night duty staff. The set was again "ignored" even by the new 
team, as the obituaries, and other personal paid announcements were 
featured.

The personal paid announcements were followed by Alawada, a Yoruba 
comedy of long standing repute. There was no visible response to the 
programme, even though it was watched. The doctor had by then come out 
to the waiting / reception area. Unlike in his absence, the subjects at 
this time conversed in hushed tones. This suggests that his presence 
could have affected the observed patterns. But the tape recordings 
revealed that the subjects' mutterings had no bearings on the programme. 
They were discussing their own personal affairs. Even these were not, 
obviously, evoked by anything from the screen. It is thus not clear that 
the presence of their boss can be made to account for their lack of 
interest. The pattern continued till observation ended at about 9.00 
p.m.

Pay 7

Observation began at about noon. The group on morning shift, SMW, and 
SE, watched a Yoruba drama with rapt attention. The programme on OGTV 
which was also a Yoruba drama was not clear. There was thus not much of 
a choice as to what should be watched. They stuck with the Yoruba drama 
on LTV.

The drama on OGTV was a serial drama, and the subjects had really
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preferred to watch it, to follow what was going on. The quality of
reception however forced them to decide otherwise. The programme had

been well advertised the day before, and the subject's interest had been
aroused. That it could not be watched after all, was lamentable. It also
aroused suppositions about the performance of the station.

"It's that channel, 2.5. UHF that we want to watch, but now 
that it's not clear, what to do? Should we watch a programme 
that is not clear? It is a serial drama. . . Now when they
show it, it is not clear."
"It is from there." [that is, from the station.]

"These people are funny, sometimes, they just slot in the 
programme and leave the place. They must have left the place.
. . They have ruined this programme for many people today. So 
many people who stayed at home to watch this programme 
today."

The very first questions are indicative of the selection process. The 
choice had not merely been premised on the poor reception quality. The 
fact that there was another programme of comparable value to the 
subjects, made it easier to decide against that of poor quality. Had the 
programme option been different, the response may have differed. This 
reasoning is confirmed by the fact that the subjects eventually went 
back to view to the programme on OGTV.

Another interesting reading of these subjects, is not of the programme 
itself, but of the programmers. The assumption was that the programmers 
were negligent. There is no suggestion that the subjects appreciated 
that the programmers themselves might have been "helpless" in the 
situation. The point about the influence of the use of home videos, on 
this type of understanding of institutional practices, has already been 
made in the discussion of events in a different location (3).

Although the subjects joined the viewing midway, it was not difficult
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for them to pick up what was going on. Being a serial drama, they were 
conversant with the story line.

R: What are they doing?
SMW: The programme started with different types of acting, 

but now they are fighting for a crown. Three people are 
fighting for a crown. They have killed one [hence the 
wailing and lamenting] and now there's remaining two.
[sic] So they went to the palace, for the coronation, 
they divided into two. In fact into three, because 
there is the faction of the other one that was killed.
They said they refused the choice of the one who was 
going to be king. There's also another factor who said 
it's their own person supposed to be crowned. So after 
much argument, the kingmaker tried to seize the crown, 
and said he had Gbadeko. [sic - Gbadeko is the title of 
the serial, and it means literally, suspending the 
crown]
What they are doing now is the burial of that one that 
they killed"

It is interesting that the reference is vague. No particular person(s) 
had been identified as being responsible for the actions. The 
explanation for this is reflected in the comments reported hereafter.

SMW: It was one herbalist. The herbalist took money from the 
other faction who want their "son" to be king, to kill 
that one who has just died. That one [the one who had 
died] came to him, to help him, [that is, to seek the 
help of the herbalist] so he [the herbalist] gave him 
this "ebo" [sacrificial offering] to take to the iroko 
tree in the middle of the night. Not knowing that the 
herbalist was going to be waiting in the bush for him at 
about 2.00 a.m. when the he wanted to put the "ebo" 
down, the herbalist shot him. [sic]

The description as clumsy as it is, illustrates the intrigue that is
embedded in the plot. It also is a verbatim report of the dramatised
story.

The funeral scene was followed by that where a woman is seen, wooing a 
younger woman, for her husband, for the purpose of child bearing. The 
woman herself, like the biblical Sara, was barren. The subjects did not
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comment on the values that this expressed. They were more concerned 
about the talent’s accent, and the quality of the reception. Although 

they continued watching, they also continued to lament the situation. It 

was clear that they merely tolerated it. They were well aware that it 

should be better. They were not indiscriminate as regards quality. For 

instance, they noticed the difference in the quality of the programme, 
and that of the advert from the program's sponsor. This also attracted 

their comments.

Viewing was suspended at this point as one of the subjects came in to 

announce the news of her bereavement. This fouled the mood of the 

others, who gathered around to offer condolences, and practical 
suggestions on what needed to be done. There was no time for viewing, 

even if there had been the interest.

There was a similarity in this real life situation, and the funeral 
scene that had just been watched on the screen. There was a lot of 

noise, as the subject came in and threw herself on the floor, wailing 
and lamenting her misfortune. Likewise, the bereaved in the programme 

had thrown themselves on the floor, rolling and being restrained by the 

sympathisers. The sympathisers in this instance, were the fellow nurses 
and the researcher.

Even after the wailing had ceased, and there was again calm, the group 

did not resume viewing. Rather, they appraised the situation, and life 

in general. It was not until an urchin came around, peeping through the 

mosquito netting at the door, to catch a glimpse of the programme on the 
TV that their interest in the TV was resumed. The boy's persistence, in 

peeping through the door, ignoring the pleas of the staff that he should
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leave, was what aroused their curiosity. They wanted to know what had
captured the boy's attention so much that he defied them.

SMW: Go away, please don't put us in trouble.
SE: I'm sure he's come to watch television and that is not

clear.
SMW: That's Lagos Television - it's an old programme, and 

must have been shown about thrice now.
SE: Is that one dead now?
SMW: Yes, the other one poisoned his food.
SE: So he died then, or turned into something?
SMW: He died.

The reception suggests that there is a normalcy of such events; of dying 
or taking on another form, like a man manifesting as an animal, or 
another creature. Again it was SMW, the avid TV viewer, who because of 
her previous exposures to the programme, assisted in clarifying the 
otherwise stunted message.

The afternoon shift took over and attended to their duty, not the set. 
This was so even when they were less busy. The bereaved subject was to 
have been a member of this team. There was thus a prevalent sober mood 
in the location.

Besides, the programme that was on at that time, was Hawaii 5.0. It was 
a foreign programme and it did not appeal to the subjects. The quality 
of reception was still not clear. The volume of the programme had been 
reduced. This was an indication of their lack of interest in the 
programme.

At the top of the hour, SY1, got SY4 to switch the channels to OGTV so
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that they could watch a Yoruba drama. The programme was identified by 
the stage name of the main actor therein.

"Baba Amoye", [meaning the Father of wisdom] was the attraction in the 
programme. It was SY1 who alerted SY4, who was also willing to watch any 
way. They were both mindful of the programme, as well as the timing but 
their viewing was disrupted by the return of the bereaved subject. She 
had come back to confer with her colleagues,and friends, on the next 
line of action.

She reported the confusing situation arising from the loss, and
requested their counsel in dealing with the situation. This led to a
discussion on the dangers on the roads. One thing led to another, and
by the time the subjects resumed their focus on the screen, they had
lost the trend of what was going on. They thus tried to piece together,
the snatches which had caught their attention, using their knowledge of
the program's pattern, and their personal experiences.

SY4: She is going to take up an appointment in another town.
[The character announced that she would be coming home at the 
weekends]
SY1: Weekends! The husband is going to disappoint her, I 

don't know for certain, but I think so.
[The husband had told the wife to take the children along to 
the town where she was taking up the new appointment. The 
woman had refused, abandoning the children for the man. The 
man struggled with the responsibility, till a friend of the 
woman came along to help him out. The subject's predicted the 
out come of the relationship]
SY1 : That's it! The wife's friend is going to overthrow the 

wife!
[Baba Amoye in this episode, acted as the houseboy to the 
couple. He witnessed the "coup" which the subject had 
predicted. The new wife, who wormed her way into the home, 
really lorded herself over him, old and wise as he was. The 
outcome confirmed SYl's prediction, but there was an 
unexpected turn in the programme. The headmistress of the
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children's school, rather than join the first wife, to blame 
the husband for the apparent lack of care for the children, 
put the blame squarely on the woman's shoulders. The woman, 
was admonished for not putting her home before her career, 
then she returned home. It was when she returned home that 
she found that her friend had settled in with her husband. ]

The group watched in silence as the struggle began, and Baba Amoye being

an elderly man was called to settle the crisis.

The reception quality of the programme was so poor, that the subjects 

did not watch the programme to the end. The routine was familiar enough, 
and with the poor audio and video quality, there did not see the point

in carrying on. There were no remarks about the outcome of this

programme.

This pattern of reception did not facilitate the group negotiation of 
meaning that had been observed when there are comments about the
programme. The pattern holds the potential for divergent readings of the 

programme, with each individual taking away from the programme, what she 
saw was best. Because no opinion or conclusion was voiced, there was no 
negotiation of such.

In addition, the usual explicit conclusion, that is built into the

programme had not been received. There was no group discussion which 

could have facilitated a group reading.

The poor quality of reception, was only noticeable with the programme 

itself. The sponsor's message as well as the credits of the programme 
were very clear. These were not of interest, especially as that which 

was of interest was not clear. The clarity of the adverts merely proved 

to be a source of irritation.
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This programme was followed by a short interlude of music before a 
Christian religious programme "Word Alive" came on. There was no 
apparent excitement heralding the programme. It is not clear if this was 
a result of the dead air that was experienced at the beginning of the 
programme, or if it was a result of the tape dragging halfway through 
the programme.

The programme, in a nut shell was on the exceedingly great power that 
is at work on behalf of anyone who believes and comes to Jesus. This
message was presented as the remedy for the overwhelming fear which had
led many to various sorts of arrangements against the powers in 
witchcraft, juju, poverty and so on. It was based on biblical teachings.

There was little by way of visuals; and participating in the programme 
did not require viewing. Listening alone would suffice. The subjects 
received the programme in silence. There were no gripes about the 
technical quality, nor did they run any commentary about the content or 
credibility of the programme.

There was an air of reverence in the location as the programme was
received. At the end of the programme, there was an apology from the
station about the technical hitch which had been responsible for the 
poor quality of the transmission. The subjects still did not comment. 
They had become quite apathetic to the service coming from the set at 
this time.

The programme gave way to the news. The timing of this coincided with 
the arrival of subject SSE. It also marked a resumption of the chatting 
which included the announcement of the sad event. It was like a parallel
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news network to that on the the screen. Because this was more personal 
and of greater relevance, they simply ignored the TV news service. That 
simply had no chance. The reopening of the issue of the bereavement 
constituted another block for the receipt of programmes, as the sober 
mood again pervaded the viewing atmosphere. It was almost as though it 
was disrespectful to view TV when there was a colleague mourning her 
dead. While this observation holds true, the assessment of available 
programme fare may also have contributed to their response. This is 
going by the fact that the subjects, even in spite of the recency sad 
event, managed to enjoy the drama programme that was on earlier on in 
the day.

The set was ignored as the subjects continued their paper work. 

Observation ended early on this day; at about 7.00 p.m.

.Qnmmarv

The observation in this location illustrates the process of reception in 
a communal setting. What is immediately apparent is the influence of 
individuals who are keen on programmes, on those who are less 
interested. The curiosity which is aroused, generates interest in the 
programme. Such individuals like SMW, are thus able to direct the 
attention of the group.

In like manner, the negotiation of group meanings was also illustrated. 
The voicing of observations or opinions that the viewing evokes, opens 
the avenue for immediate discussion of such. At the end of such 
exercises, the corporate assessment of the perceived images, are quite 
clear.
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Preference Pattern

As with some of the other groups, television for this group, was more or 
less the dramas, and the musicals. The dramas were the programmes which 
they consciously attended. These were invariably those in the 
vernacular. The fact that their choice of stations in the location was 
restricted could have accounted for this. However, there was the general 
apathy towards the programmes in English language. In fact, the pattern 
of communication within the group, for instance, the existence of the 
communicative tension between the subjects non - Yoruba speaking subject 
and the others illustrates the reluctance of the subjects to converse or 
reason in English except they had to.

Although there was a glaring lack of interest in "factual" programmes, 
the subjects were able to use even those musical interludes, to draw a 
picture of the reality in which they live. For them as well, even though 
the television portrayal was a performance, there was an elasticity 
between the illusion and reality. Television was window on the world 
because the producers only dramatised what they had seen or heard about. 
They had been inspired by reality.

Going by their comments during the viewing, this group also seems to 
concentrate on the acts of villainy that are featured in the programmes. 
There was an emphasis on the diabolical relationships in the dramas. The 
government was practically non-existent for this group. They seldom ever 
watched the news. There were other duties that they engaged in, rather 
than be attentive to the news. But they made time to watch the dramas. 
They were so familiar with these that, they could even predict the 
pattern. That they discuss these common interest contribute to the
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perpetuation of the images that have been perceived as has been 
explained.
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LOCATION 8 - A WELL-TO-DO FAMILY

Subject is a high school principal and the wife of one of the renowned 
doctors in town. She is also the proprietor of a nursery/primary school. 
She is an executive of the Lioness International; a philantropie 
organisation. She represents the well educated, well articulated, 
privileged group in the society.

Subject's last child is aged 9. He was the only child at home. The 
others were in boarding school although there were a couple of other 
dependents living with the family. These were largely unobtrusive during 
the observation period. The husband was hardly around during the period. 
He was usually busy attending clinics.

The family resides in a large, comfortable house, in an exclusive area 
in town. The nearest neighbour was separated by a large wooded compound. 
But there was a branch of the hospital network situated within the house 
grounds.

There was more them one TV set in this location. One of these was in 
the waiting area attached to the hospital. This was a black and white 
set. Another was in the family's private sitting room. This was a big 
colour television. These two sets were used for communal viewing, 
although the set within the home was more exclusive. There was a third 
set in the bedroom. This was most exclusive of all.

The TV in the very spacious sitting room was centrally positioned. It 
could be viewed from any part of the room. It was the focal point of the 
room's arrangement. It was in a side board along with ornamental pieces
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o f f u r n i t u r e .  The te le p h o n e  was a l s o  w i th in  t h a t  c a b i n e t .  The 

im p lic a tio n  o f th i s  arrangem ent becomes c le a r e r  in  th e  body of th e  

r e p o r t .

The s i t t i n g  room i t s e l f  was a d jo in in g  th e  d in in g  room, which le d  in to  

th e  k itc h e n , and a c o r r id o r  which le d  to  th e  bedrooms. In  t h i s  house, 

th e re  was a c l e a r  dem arcation  o f th e  s i t t i n g  room, and th e  d in in g  a re a .  

I t  was n o t th e re fo re  p o s s ib le  to  see  o r  h ea r th e  s e t ,  from th e  d in in g  

a re a . Though th e  p ic tu r e s  of th e  s e t s  were g ra in y , ( in d ic a t in g  poor 

re c e p tio n )  th e re  were r e p o r ts  o f tim es in  th e  p a s t  when th e  fam ily  had 

been a b le  to  re c e iv e  s e v e ra l t e le v is io n  s t a t io n s ,  in c lu d in g  one from 

neighbouring  c o u n tr ie s  (Ghana). They had been unab le to  p ic k  any Ibadan 

s t a t io n .  T his was confirm ed when th e  re s e a rc h e r  connected  th e  a e r i a l ,  

and tuned  th e  s e t .

The fam ily  was a b le  to  p ic k  one Ibadan s t a t i o n  (NTA), bu t i t  would have 

meant lo o s in g  one o f th e  Abeokuta s t a t i o n s .  I t  cou ld  th e  g e t th e  

Abeokuta s t a t io n s ,  (NTA, OGTV) and th r e e  o f th e  Lagos s t a t io n s ,  (NTA 

Channel 7, Channel 10, and LTV). In  s p i t e  of t h i s  range , th e  re c e p tio n  

was poor. That o f th e  s ta t io n s  o r ig in a t in g  from w ith in  th e  s t a t e  were 

p a r t i c u la r ly  p oo r. The Lagos channe ls  were th e  f a i r e s t .  Because th e  

problem w ith  th e  a e r i a l  was a lo o se  co n n ec tio n , th e re  were tim es when 

th i s  range o f ch o ices  were n o t a v a i la b le .  The problem s were such as  

could  be e a s i ly  r e c t i f i e d ,  b u t th e  s u b je c t  was n o t sü^le to .

The o b se rv a tio n  was conducted in  t h i s  lo c a t io n ,  as  w ell as in  a n o th e r  

e a r l i e r  m entioned p o s i t io n ,  th e  w a itin g  room. The need fo r  t h i s  was in  

i t s e l f  in t e r e s t in g .
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The problem w ith  th e  a e r i a l ,  o f th e  s e t  in  th e  s i t t i n g  room was a  m inor 

one. However, n e i th e r  th e  husband no r th e  w ife  cou ld  f ig u re  ou t what 

t h i s  problem was. They acknowledged th e  ease  w ith  which t h e i r  o ld e r  

c h i ld re n  would have d e a l t  w ith  th e  problem  had they  been a t  home. For 

them, i t  was a problem , th a t  they  "cou ld  n o t"  so lv e . They aw aited  a 

r e p a i r e r ,  who w ould h e lp  r e c t i f y  th e  p ro b le m . The s e t  was th u s  

abandoned. T h e ir  view ing o f TV fo r  th e  p e r io d , had s in c e  th en  been 

d e l ib e r a te .  They had to  make a consc ious d e c is io n , to  go to  th e  o th e r  

lo c a t io n s ,  where they  had acc ess  to  a s e t .

The cho ice  of where to  go depended on th e  n a tu re  o f t h e i r  v iew ing; 

p r iv a te  view ing cou ld  be done in  th e  room, b u t v iew ing  w ith  company 

meant th a t  th ey  had to  go to  th e  w a itin g  room in  th e  a d jo in in g  b u ild in g . 

The inconvenience a lone was co n sid e red  a d iscouragem ent e s p e c ia l ly  in  

th e  l i g h t  of th e  s u b je c t 's  busy sch ed u le .

Pay 1

There was no o b se rv a tio n  on Day 1. I t  co in c id ed  w ith  th e  f i r s t  day o f a 

new term . S u b jec t re p o r te d  th a t  she had had a h e c t ic  day a t  bo th  

sc h o o ls . A fte r  c lo s in g  from th e  school a t  which she was head, she had 

gone to  o v e r-se e  c e r t a in  m a tte rs  in  h e r  own e s ta b lis h m e n t. A fte r  t h i s ,  

she had p a id  a v i s i t  to  th e  beau ty  shop. She re tu rn e d  home l a t e ,  abou t 

8.00 p .m ., exhausted  and asked  th a t  th e  v iew ing e x e rc is e  fo r  th a t  day be 

sk ipped .

Day 2

Viewing commenced after 7.00 p.m. The location of the viewing was in the 
waiting room, which was not as comfortable as the family's living room. 
The subject (SI) was not keen on spending too much time in the location
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because she con sid ered  such as an in frin g em en t on th e  freedom of h e r  

h u sb an d 's  s t a f f .  In  deed, none o f th e  s t a f f  came in  to  view w h ile  she 

was th e r e .  Though th e  h o s p i ta l ,  u n lik e  th e  c l i n i c  in  th e  s tu d y  ( lo c a t io n  

11), was one which gave adm issions, th e  p a t ie n ts ,  d id  n o t ro u t in e ly  jo in  

in  v iew ing  e i t h e r .  R ather, they  came to  pay t h e i r  com plim ents, when th e y  

knew th e  d o c to r 's  w ife was around. They th u s  c o n s t i tu te d  a so u rce  of 

d i s t r a c t i o n .

There was a s p e c ia l  documentary on LTV. I t  was p a r t  o f a cam paign; S top  

th e  Abuse of th e  N aira  campaign. This was a p le a  fo r  b e t t e r  a t t i t u d e s  to  

th e  c u rre n c y , p o in tin g  ou t th e  v a rio u s  ways in  which th e  cu rren cy  n o te s  

were b e in g  m is tre a te d , and th e  outcome of such . S u b jec t w atched, and 

l i s t e n e d  a t t e n t i v e ly .  The programme was a s p e c ia l .  She s a id  i t  was n o t 

l i k e  an y th in g  she had seen b e fo re . I t  was engaging, and conv incing , and 

th e  s u b je c t  ag reed  w ith  th e  reaso n in g  o f th e  programme.

SI : [ a n t ic ip a t in g  th e  commentary, th a t  would accompany th e
v is u a l ]  . . . That they  should  n o t im p lic a te  o u r cu rren cy
w ith  t h e i r  c e le b ra t io n s .

TV [N a rra to r ] :  They should  no t im p lic a te  our N a ira , indeed .

SI : [H o rr if ie d  a t  th e  a c t  shown in  th e  v is u a ls ]  Did you see
what he d id?  H e's tu rn ed  our N aira  in to  mere p ap e r.

The scene showed v a rio u s  ways in  which th e  n o to r io u s  p r a c t ic e  o f 

"S praying" i s  conducted a t  open a i r  p a r t i e s .  Spraying i s  th e  a c t  o f 

p a s tin g  o r  show ering a person  w ith  money to  ex p ress  an a p p re c ia t io n  fo r  

th e  p e rso n . In  th e  example, th e  N aira  n o te s  had been lin k e d , made in to  a 

paper c h a in , and pu t on th e  p e rs o n 's  neck. There were o th e r  s im i la r  

p r a c t ic e s  e x h ib ite d . Some of th e se  were more common p la c e . The s u b je c t  

was f a m i l ia r  w ith  some of th e se . Her o u tb u rs t  was s u f f i c i e n t  ev idence  

fo r  th a t  -  "T y p ica l!"
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The subject was appalled by a lot of the other examples of the abuse of

th e  N aira  th a t  was shown. She was a p p a lle d  th a t  f r e s h  cu rrency  n o te s

were b e in g  used fo r  such -  being  squashed up; used to  ta k e  down

a d d re s s e s ; s o i le d  w ith  sw eat, and o i l  having  being  squashed up, and

tucked away in  th e  orange v en d o r 's  b ra ,  o r  th e  b u tc h e r 's  b lood soaked

p o c k e ts . She was f a m il ia r  w ith  some o f th e se  p r a c t ic e s ,  and so found th e

programme c re d ib le .

" I t  c a n 't  be , . . .  on th e  N aira , . . . t h a t  he w i l l  w r ite  th e  
ad d ress! . . .  I  have never seen  t h a t .  Sometimes they  w il l  
w r i te  N5, NIO sometimes you w il l  see  " ly a  Muri" [ th e  p e rs o n 's  
name] who th e  money i s  meant f o r .  [runn ing  commentary on th e  
sequence o f ev en ts  as  she watched] He i s  going to  pay, w ith  
t h a t  n o te  th a t  he has w r it te n  someone e l s e 's  a d d re s s ."

The programme showed th e  cy c le  of a N aira  n o te . As th e  n o te  jou rneyed

along , th e  s u b je c t 's  in t e r je c t io n s  showed th a t  she ag reed  w ith  th e

p o s i t io n  o f th e  programme, which was -  to  hand le  th e  n a i r a  n o te s  w ith

g re a te r  c a re  and re s p e c t .  The programme was l i k e  an e x te n s io n  of

r e a l i t y ,  because s u b je c t r e a d i ly  found examples th a t  she knew o f , t h a t

f i t t e d  th e  p o in ts  being  made.

" I f  th e  b u tc h e rs  in  Sabo market g iv e  you change, you c a n 't  
v e n tu re  to  b rin g  i t  o u t in  d a y l ig h t .  . . They w i l l  even l i f t  
i t  up to  see  i f  i t  has th e  s e c u r i ty  l i n e  o r  som ething [w ith  
t h e i r  blood s ta in e d  hands th a t  i s ] . "

The programme went f u r th e r ,  to  show recommended ways o f h an d lin g  th e

N aira . Though she agreed  w ith  th e  su g g e s tio n s , she wondered about how

p r a c t i c a l  i t  would be fo r  th e  ty p es  o f th e  peop le  whom th e  programme had

shown a s  o ffe n d e rs .

"We should  keep th e  money f l a t  and s t r a i g h t .  T rue, b u t how i s  
t h a t  g o in g  to  be  p o s s i b l e  f o r  som eone who i s  t y in g  a 
w rapper? . . .

You know they  s t e a l  p u rse s , they  s t e a l  w a l le ts .  . . "
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In other words, the use of purses or wallets, which was being 
recommended, made traders particularly vulneraOsle to thieves, it was 
that, that warranted them to tie the money around them. Therefore, the 
solution for that aspect of the problem was not acceptable. The excesses 
displayed in the parties earlier, was not condoned at all.

As soon as the programme ended, subject went away to over see the
preparation of the husband's meal. She returned just in time to watch 
The News at 8. She was late, and had thus missed the highlights of the 
news. She attended the lead story only long enough to make sense of it, 
before she shifted her attention to her son, whom she feared was coming 
down with malaria.

The story was attended because of the memories that the subject matter
evoked. It was a story about the National Youth Service Corps.

"Corps members! I'm always interested in whatever affects
them. I was a corps member myself. I was in the first set in 
fact."

No other story was attended with such consciousness, until after the mid 
programme commercial break. There was an item on riots in a certain 
northern state - Bauchi state. Subject was alarmed by the gravity of the 
crises, particularly because she had a brother who was resident in 
Bauchi. This explanation only came to light later.

The remainder of the news was watched, but with distractions. For 
instance, she complained of the menacing sand flies. There was also the 
outburst following the announcement, within the news, of the population 
on the Nigerian pilgrims to Mecca. Subject worked out the cost of the
exercise to the nation, going by the details of the announcement, that
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each o f th e  p ilg r im s  would be allow ed N40,000. In  doing t h i s ,  she 

m issed th e  subsequent s to r i e s .  She was a lre a d y  in  an in d ig n a n t mood 

anyway.

She l e f t  th e  s e t  to  a rran g e  fo r  tre a tm e n t fo r  h er son. She th u s  m issed 

th e  end o f  th e  news, cuid th e  c lo s in g  rev iew  o f th e  h ig h l ig h ts .  She had 

e a r l i e r  m issed  th e  opening h ig h l ig h ts  o f th e  news. A lthough she had 

"watched" th e  news, she had m issed a la rg e  p o r tio n  o f i t .

S ub jec t re tu rn e d  in  tim e to  watch th e  American produced soap opera  -

Another L ife .  The view ing o f t h i s  was r e le g a te d  in to  th e  background a s

th e  s u b je c t  tu rn ed  th e  e x e rc is e  in to  a s o c ia l  v i s i t .  There was more 

c h a t t in g  th a n  v iew ing . She was a p p a re n tly  n o t a r e g u la r  fo llo w er of th e  

programme.

R: You don't follow this programme?
SI : No. About t h i s  tim e I  am u s u a lly  busy; wash my c lo th e s ;  

b r in g  my c lo th e s  ou t f o r  iro n in g . . . [g e t ready  fo r  th e
n e x t d ay ]. I  u s u a lly  l i s t e n  to  th e  news, and a ls o  a t  8 o '
c lo c k . So, between th e  end o f th e  8 o ' c lo ck  news eind th e  
tim e fo r  network news, I  t r y  to  g e t done a l l  th e  th in g s  
t h a t  need to  be done.

The o b se rv a tio n  th a t  th e  soap opera was ignored  was th e re fo re  c o r r e c t .  

From th e  s u b je c t 's  response  above, th e re  i s  a su g g es tio n  th a t  th e  

network news a t  9, was regarded  as  " th e  news". The 8 o ' c lo ck  and o th e r  

new scasts had to  be q u a l i f ie d .  This d i s t i n c t i o n  needs to  be made, i f  a 

c o r re c t  view o f what i s  re c e iv e d  should  be known, as  th e  d e f in i t i o n  o f 

th e  news may vary  from s u b je c t to  s u b je c t ,  and even from s t a t i o n  to  

s ta t io n .

A business contact was entertained while the soap opera was being shown.
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There was no sign of regrets at being distracted from the programme. 
Interest in the programming only resumed at the commercial break which 
preceded the network news.

The "Oroyo" vegetable oil advert was striking. It evoked discussions 
which were not about the product, but about the subjects buying habits. 
The usual buying habit was what the advert challenged. The product's 
selling point was that it offered a more hygienic way of having the 
product dispensed.

This was not an important point to the subject. She was satisfied with 
the product she got from her supply, and was determined to remain loyal 
to her source. The advert had made her evaluate the service which she 
received from the supplier, and at the end of the exercise, she was 
convinced of her satisfaction with the service. The strategy of the
advert had thus lost this prospective patron.

There was another advert which caught subject's attention. This was the 
teaser to the 7UP Fido Fedo advertisements. The character, Fido Fedo, 
who was yet unknown, was shown "pulling" away a page on the screen, to 
reveal a question - "What's the difference?"

Apart from the ambiguity about the advert, there was also an
"insistence" on the viewer's attention. For instance, it was shown twice 
within that commercial break. That is twice within two minutes. It 
succeeded in getting the subject's attention, and it also got her 
talking. She was curious to know what it was all about.

Subject left the room at this time, and so she missed the stream of
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adverts which followed. This included adverts of detergents, chocolates, 
and finance holdings. She returned in time for the news with her
dinner. She had timed her meal to coincide with the showing of the 
network news.

While the highlights of the news were being read, the subject was
dishing her meal. There was a food related discussion - the menu; the 
amount of calories there in and such. The discussion extended well into 
the first segment of the news. The first two stories were ignored. These 
were the stories about President Babangida's visit to Akwa Ibom state, 
and that about the establishment of the boards for certain parastatals.

Though she had ignored the items, the subject had not been impervious to 
the information that came out of them. This was apparent when she
suddenly concentrated on an aspect of the second story. It was the
announcement of the board for "People's Bank". She had virtually kept 
quiet, mid sentence, to attend to the story.

She had been attracted by the the mention of the Finance minister's
name. The name was striking enough but the subject had been attracted
for other reasons. Her outburst as she poised herself to attend to the
story about him shows this.

"Alhaji Abubakar Alhaji! Those are the people who move 
Nigeria. They are the ones who hold the country. Whether 
rightly or wrongly, their reasoning affects all of us."

Subject noted the details of the story, even noting the various 
individuals on the board. She voiced her observation of a pattern, as 
the Chairman of the board turned out to be a retired army officer.

"Hum, these soldiers will never go!"
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w ith  t h a t ,  h e r  a t te n t io n  s h i f te d  to  p e rso n a l m a tte rs  th a t  were n o t 

r e l a t e d  to  what was on th e  sc re e n . T his c a r r ie d  on, and on ly  ta p e red  o u t 

a s  th e  s to r y  o f a N33 m ill io n  a id  to  A fr ic a  from B r i ta in  was re a d . 

A gain, th e  co in c id en ce  in  th e  tim in g , (o f th e  s to ry  and th e  resumed 

a t t e n t i o n ) ,  su g g es ts  th a t  s u b je c t  was n o t t o t a l l y  im pervious to  th e  news 

in  s p i t e  o f th e  c h a t te r .  She was on ly  be ing  s e le c t iv e  in  th a t  which she 

c o n sc io u s ly  a tte n d e d  to .

The story which she attended evoked her comments. This commentary was 
carried through to the tail end of the story, and it went on, getting 
into the commercial break.

The subject's comments revealed her views of one of the affected
countries - Ethiopia.

"They always have famine there, in Ethiopia. . . I wonder why 
... In the midst of all of it, Haile Selasie embezzled money.
. . and even the person right there, - Mengistu Hainimeri - 
is not doing anything impressive."

Subject had expressed this position, even though there was nothing 
apparent in the report to suggest the view. The information about the 
aid given to this country, was sufficient for the subject to make this 
comment. It was clear that she had drawn on pre-concieved notions on the 
subject matter, in assessing it.

During the commercial break, subject resumed conversation about personal 
concerns, which had nothing to do with the viewing exercise. The 
resumption of the news arrested the drift of the conversation. Subject 
resumed her interest in the news, as the second segment began.
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The story about the External Affairs Minister, was that which prompted
another outburst. Again it was about the "monopoly" of power, in the
hands of the military men.

". . .At the end of a career in the army, he has now become a 
Minister. What chances are there for other people?. . . Are 
they saying they are the only ones who have the solution?
That's why people don't bother with them; just leaving them 
to their devices."

The outburst in this instance was again, not directly related to the
s to ry .  I t  was b rought ab ou t, by th e  mere s ig h tin g  o f th e  p e rso n  in

q u e s tio n . I t  was a f t e r  h e r  o u tb u rs t t h a t  she s e t t l e d  down to  g e t th e

gist of the news story. The sequence indicates the mood with which the
s to ry  was re c e iv e d . The s u b je c t  of th e  s to ry  was such th a t  i t  compounded

her negative attitudes towards the government.
"Hun! They say 75% of the money [spent in keeping the peace 
in Liberia, following the outbreak of war] was borne by 
Nigeria."

Subject was not interested in commenting about the striking dressing, of 
the celebrities who appeared, in the stories. She even refused to take 
the bait that was dropped. It appeared that she was more concerned with 
the issues rather than the dressing, or appearances.

As she attended the stories, subject examined the logic in them. She 
contested those which were illogical, and expressed her thoughts on 
them. The above examples already illustrate that. It should be noted 
that all these stories were about government officials.

There was another example, which subject had initially watched quietly. 
Her comments, when they came, showed that her silence was not a sign of 
acceptance. She was merely paying attention, so that she would not miss
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the details of the news. She had a genuine interest in being abreast of 
current happenings.

Her viewing of the news was however disrupted by a phone call that she 
had to attend to. This took such a long time, that she missed a better 
part of the third segment of the news. She arrived in time to catch the 
review of the headlines of the news.

It was only at the end of the newscast that the subject gave recognition 
to the newscaster by hailing her.

"Razaq - Lawal!"

It had not been clear if subject's fascination, had been for the name,
or the newscaster herself. She confirmed though that she liked the
person of the newscaster - "I like her, I like people who, some how do 
their job well." Her affinity for the personality seemed secondary to 
her interest in the news. The person was liked because she facilitated 
the reception of the programme.

The news was followed by a public enlightenment advert. Thereafter, 
there was the World news in Yoruba. Subject at this time attended to her 
son. When she came back midway through one of the earlier stories, she 
was struck by a particular name. She recognised the subject of the story
as her teacher. She was attentive to the story but this was only
momentary. Instead she opened a conversation about the newscaster. This 
attitude was different from that which she exhibited with the earlier 
newscast.

With the Yoruba newscast, the subject's attention filtered in and out.
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This was despite the fact that she understood the language. This pattern 
was consistent throughout the 30 minute period of the Yoruba news. 
Incidentally, there were fewer external distractions at this time, 
compared to that of the 45 minute network newscast that subject had 
attended to earlier.

The Yoruba news featured some items from the previous day's network 
news. It was therefore not as topical.

The public service announcement which followed the Yoruba news received 
better attention. There was an announcement of a missing 15 year old. 
Subject found this incredible, using the televised photograph of the 
"missing" person to judge the information. The child looked too old to 
have been "lost". To her, it seemed more likely that the child had 
absconded from home.

The programme which followed was the Benny Hill show. Subject took her 
son to bed as this was about to begin. Thereafter, she went about other 
duties; which included visiting personal acquaintances who were patients 
on admission. One of these proved to be a difficult patient. This 
patient took up the subject's attention for the rest of the evening, 
till observation ended at about 10.45 p.m.

Several interesting points emerged from this day's observation. There 
was the fact that subject never attempted to change the channel that she 
was watching. She simply followed the stream of programming from the one 
channel. This was because there was really no option because of the poor 
quality of the reception. Subject made no attempts to "tamper" with the 
set, especially as it was a communal set, and she did not want to appear
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to be imposing.

The network news for that evening had blacked out the Bauchi riots, 
which had been on the LTV news. She had seen that. Her mother, who was 
resident in another state had also got wind of the Bauchi riots. It was 
revealed later, that the phone call had been from the anxious mother, 
who had got the information, but had not got needed clarification from 
the network news. Hence the need for the personal contact. This 
illustrates how viewers are forced to rely on alternative sources of 
information.

There was also the fact that the last programme which was advertised was 
eventually not shown. After heralding the programme, the station had 
apologised for their inability to present Benny Hill. In its place, they 
had featured "Ere Ibile" a programme about traditional dances. Besides 
the fact that any planned viewing may have been frustrated, there was 
the added fact that the audience for the two programmes are not inter 
changeable.

The station had not facilitated the use of the medium for both audience 
segments. The audience of "Ere Ibile" could only have stumbled on it, 
while the audience expecting Benny Hill would have been disappointed. 
Another group who would have been affected by this would have those who 
would not have welcomed Benny Hill, but would have preferred Ere Ibile, 
but who in the meaui time, had left the set. It is not clear if the 
subject belonged to this category, what is certain, is that when she 
left the set, the programme she was rejecting was The Benny Hill Show.
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Day 3
Observation only began at about 7 o' clock. Although she closes from 
school at about 4.00 p.m., subject had other duties to attend to, hence 
her viewing could not begin earlier. The husband was at this time
leaving home to attend to his rounds at the hospitals.

It was on this day that the set in the sitting room was fixed. Subject 
was a bit more relaxed on this day. She lamented the inability to see 
her "favourite" station, NTA Channel 10. She also gave an insight into 
her preferences and her viewing habits.

In this instance what the subject perceived as a station's programming 
style, at the time that she was available for viewing, was what 
determined her loyalty.

It was the dramas on NTA channel 10, that endeared the station to the
subject, whereas the "metaphysicians" on LTV had been off putting.

"I love drama, and they have a number of good dramas. . . NTA
is more profitable for me, than . . . LTV 8 [which] now has
some frivolities. If you sit down at 8.30 they will start 
some "Alib Galib"

There was contempt in her tone as she pronounced the names - Alib Galib. 
These words were actually used as onomatopoeas. There was no programme 
by any such name, but in that it sounded like the names typical of the 
healers, the subject's point was very clear. Her knowledge of the timing 
of the programmes was correct, and this also facilitated an 
understanding of the point made.

The subject explained that her use of time had been revised, as a result 
of the scheduling pattern adopted by the station most readily available
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to her. She was certain, [and correctly so too, Re. LTV programme run
down schedule] that between the time blocks of 8.00 -  8 .3 0 , and 8.30 -

9 .00 , there was bound to be one of such programmes. She had responded 
accordingly.

"Those a re  th e  re a so n s  why I d o n 't  s i t  down to ,  . . . why
th a t  p e r io d  around 8 .0 0 , 8 .30 has been d e le te d  from my 
programme; so th a t  I use  th a t  tim e to  do o th e r  th in g s ;  I come 
back and s e t t l e  [ f o r  th e  new s]."

Subject's contemptuous attitude to these programmes was based on her
assessment of them.

" I f  on Monday o r Tuesday a t  8 .00 they  d o n 't  do "A lib  G alib ", 
come 8 .30  they  w i l l  show one "Mother of C h ild ren" who i s  
ly in g  to  th e  w orld , [my em phasis]

As a result of her assessment of the programming, subject had adjusted 
her own schedule accordingly.

Another point which emerged from the conversation with the subject is 
one which has already been highlighted. This is her "wilful ignorance" 
about the "technology" of the set. She was not interested at all in 
acquiring an ability to operate the set. This meant she could not fine 
tune the set, nor adjust it's vertical hold. She was only able to switch 
the set on and off, and, press the buttons on the remote control to 
change the channels. She did not even know where the control box was 
located on the set.

This seems an extreme case in view of the subject's level of education. 
However, the point is am issue because there were instances, in the 
course of watching, when subject needed to use such knowledge, that she 
did not have. In such instances, the possession of such abilities, would
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determine the continuation of the viewing.

The incident which happened on this day, showed that the subject was 
helpless, especially when viewing without her older children. This was 
not an isolated case. Some of the other subjects (for example, in 
locations 3, and 11) who also had sets with sophisticated designs, had 
similar problems. The implication of this, is the need for less 
"complicated" designs for television controls.

The problem, which had made the subject "throw up" her hands, had been 

caused by a loose connection in the aerial cable. This wear had 
reportedly been caused by those constant changes that the use of the 

home video required.

In addition, there was the need to have the set, fine tuned.

When the adjustments had been made to the set, the programme that was 
on, was Another Life, on LTV. There was no enthusiasm accompanying the 
viewing, and there was, effectively, no other choice. The poor reception 

quality of the other stations, left the subject without any choice.

(To get a clearer reception warranted holding the cable in place)

Rather than view the programme, subject engaged the researcher in a 
conversation, on social topics - experiences with her high school 

students, and other such matters of interest to her.

This trend was carried on into the commercial break that preceded the 

network news. The pidgin English version of the "Stop The Abuse of the
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Naira" jingle, was striking. This was because subject was able to relate 
it to the viewing of the documentary, with which the campaign was 
launched. (Re. Day 2)

Just as she was settling down to watch the news, she received a phone 
call. She thus "missed" the news highlights, auid the lead story for the 
day.

The position of the phone in the room was such that it was not only 
subject who was distracted by the phone call. Had there been any other 
viewer, as in the case of the researcher, such individuals would have 
been distracted as well. On the other hand, if subject had not been so 
engrossed in the phone conversation, it was possible for her to also 
follow the news, because she was right in front of the TV set.

The first picture which was striking enough to evoke a comment from her, 
as she returned to her seat was that of the President. Her exclamation 
was a play on the his name.

"Babangida, lyanbedroom !"
[Meaning -  F a th e r in  th e  house; Mother in  th e  bedroom.]

There was no more to  th e  exc lam ation . I f  i t  was p reg n an t w ith  mecuiing, 

i t  was n o t ap p a re n t.

Her interest in the news was heightened when she saw a list of names on 
the screen. She was interested in finding out who they were.

It was a list of the names of the members of a tribunal of inquiry into 
recent disturbances in Katsina state. Having satisfied her curiosity, 
she relaxed.
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She was already in this relaxed mood, when the visual of the list of
names was succeeded by th a t  of th e  n ew scas te r. She made a very  c l e a r

gesture of disapproval. This was because she did not approve of the
n e w s c a s te r 's  d re s s in g . The new scaste r, (Hauwa Baba Ahmed) was shrouded .

This way of dressing was typical for her. To the subject, it had an
undertone which was not acceptable.

"If one is going to come on TV, we are in Nigeria, we are not 
in a Moslem country, after all they are the ones who complain 
about religious disturbances; she should put on "iro" and 
"buba" [national traditional wear for females] or 
george[tte], or something, not covering herself up this way."

The subject had suggested a range of attires that would be acceptable to 
people from the various parts of Nigeria. In other words, traditional 
dressing, even when typical of other parts of the nation, were 
acceptable. But a mode of dressing with religious undertone was not, 
because it was seen as an affront; a provocation. The subject drew on 
the inferences which she could make from the news, to buttress her 
position. In doing this, she was suggesting that the dressing of the 
newscaster, was contradictory to the position held in some news reports.

This illustrates how sensitive religious issues are, and how even the 
slightest hint of it, in this case through dressing, could affect 
viewing. (There are similar examples in other groups, notably Group 11).

It was the first time that this subject would comment about dressing of 
any sort. As noted earlier, unlike SI in location 3, she did not seem to 
care very much about dressing. Yet, on this occasion it had constituted 
an issue worth her comments.
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The outburst thus illustrates how even non - verbal aspects of viewing, 
do contribute to the meaning that is taken from the expressed positions. 
In other words, the production treatment was again being shown to have a 
bearing on the substantive message. The response of SI in location 3 is 
another strong example of this.

Her commentary on the matter had kept her attention from the screen, and 
the story which Hauwa was presenting. She was still explaining her 
position when she had to answer a phone call. The phone call kept her 
occupied till half way through the second segment of the news.

She settled down again halfway through a story. It was the news item 
about the 250 recipients of a British Airways free trip award to 
Nigeria. Though she had missed the earlier part of the story, she was 
not unaware of the details. She had heard the story earlier on; on the 
radio.

She was able to give more details than the story carried. She was very 
enthusiastic about the particular story, and mentioned that - 

"These are the reasons why I don't miss the news"

This suggests that there are certain news items which are dispensable. 
In deed, this suggestion fits, the observed attention pattern. Some 
stories were watched non-chalantly, some were unacknowledged, whilst 
some are aggravating. In this instance the story evoked her comments, 
and though she was critical, she was not angry. She had her own 
definition of what was newsworthy.

She enjoyed watching the accompanying visuals, which showed notable
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tourist attractions in Nigeria. Another story which caught her
attention, and excited her, was one which featured someone whom she knew
personally, and could vouch for.

". . . She's really working hard and exposing Nigerian raw
materials. . ."

She was interested in what the person had to say; what the story about 
her was. At the end of it, subject was still sceptical. Though she 
trusted the person, she did not trust the system within which she was 
working.

" . . .  She gives them institutions and facilities, she wants 
to get funding and possibly the next thing you'll do is start 
burning the buildings. Nigerians, are none other than 
arsonists, petrol is not far from their reach." [sic]
[meaning - petrol is within easy reach of Nigerians; 
Nigerians are arsonists. The arson is to cover up the fraud 
which though not mentioned, is implied in the statement]

The reading above illustrates the intensity, and the damaging effect of 
the pre-conceptions which the subject arrives at the news with. The 
negative assessment of the government and the people is so intense, that 
subject will even make projections that would cause her to reject that 
which, she would have found acceptable.

There were several other examples of such negotiations, usually they had 
to do with government policy or action. There were also examples within 
the private sector. There is the earlier example of the "Metaphysicians" 
whom she had accused of telling lies to the world.

There was a story which put a private company on focus. Subject was also 
acquainted with the people involved. This time she was both able to 
vouch for them and endorse the story. It was one of the commercial
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stories, a public relations effort of the company, and so the story
would have been paid for.

There were several people on the news with whom the subject was
personally acquainted, directly or otherwise. This made her more 
confident in her assessment of the stories. This made her suppositions 
even more "damaging".

There were instances were the subject acknowledged her ignorance on
issues. These were no less damaging. For instance she wondered, (rather 
than having suppositions), if there was special training for retired 
army officers who took up sensitive appointments, where "precision" is 
required - where you "can't talk nonsense" - such as those in the
diplomatic corps. She wondered if on the other hand they were merely 
briefed by "knowledgeable" people, the experts.

The assumptions which underlined this position was already damaging. It 
was to say, in other words, that the officers had not previously been 
trained, or knowledgeable. It expressed, and explained her contempt for 
such people.

This attitude came out in the way she responded to the news. Having
wondered outloud, she shifted her thoughts to matters of personal
concern. These thoughts were voiced. She did not thereafter show any
interest in the news. Then there was another phone call. She thus
"missed" a sizeable chunk of the second segment of the news.

Whilst on the phone, there was an item which she had overheard, which 
was interesting to her. This time, when she finished her telephone
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conversation, she was curious to know what had been said on the issue. 
She requested for a report. She was thus relying on someone else's 
reading of the story. In the event that she was viewing alone, as was 
most likely in the absence of the researcher, there would have been no 
way for her to get the details of the story at all. Even if she did, her 
reading would have been directed by the competence of the mediator as 
has been described in other locations.

The story was one that was sensational. It had been widely publicised
especially because of the twists that were introduced. A well-to-do
woman had been arrested on drug charges. She had implicated the boss of
the National Drug Law Enforcement Agency. (NDLEA). The man had hitherto
been in the police force. He had had a good reputation. His implication
in this case included the allegation that he had had an affair with the
woman. The news item for that day, was about a statement from the man's
wife, which exonerated her husband, and condemned the woman. Subject's
response to this story, again reflected her distrustful attitude.

"Oh, she must say something! When she's seen him to that 
point she won't be able to leave him, or let him down. Even 
as the thing really pinches her, she must tell some lie. .
.[to save his face] Hun! Nigerians, you just can't trust 
anybody!"

Although she was selective, the subject was on the whole, a serious news 
viewer. She watched and listened attentively when she was not 
distracted. She did not run indiscriminate commentaries, nor was she 
overly concerned about gossip auid appearances as were some other 
subjects.

Though her viewing was chequered, she was able to see the review of the 
highlights on this day. This meant she could decide from highlights of
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the news, what were the "important" items that she had missed because of 
the distractions. It was clear that she was keen on the news. Her 
behaviour confirmed her account. This was not the case for some.

There was shift in subject's focus right after the network news. Her 
attention went to personal matters, that were not related to the news. 
This was even before the commercial break began. It was as soon as the 
closing credits were being shown. The conversation which resulted from 
that was carried on, through the commercial break, and the Yoruba news.

In her deliberation, she was lamenting the state of the education in the 
nation. This is her own professional area.

It was the musical interlude following the Yoruba news, that drew
subject's attention back to the programmes on the screen. The trend
displayed was incorporated into the subject's lament. It was cited as an
illustration of problems in society.

"This is what we know how to do. If the children were here, 
they will know what it is - if it is "Ijo Yoyo"; or something 
else. Our values have been spoilt! God bless my father. 
Imagine a child watching something like this, the set will be 
switched off, and the the child has had it. For a week, the 
child will not be allowed near the set. . . " [my emphasis]

The subject, as illustrated in the above remark, is of the opinion, that 
such programming as the musicals had contributed to the deterioration of 
the values. She had also introduced another element into the issue of TV 
reception. She had put the onus of selectivity on the viewer. Rather 
than blame the stations for showing such programmes, she reminiscenced 
on how (at the inception of TV service), when she was still a child; her 
father would act as a censor for what the children were allowed to
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watch.
"He w il l  f i r s t  watch th e  programme, to  a s se s s  what th e  
programme i s  about, and w hatever i s  s e n s e le s s ,  induces e a r ly  
b e d tim e ."

The subject recognised the widespread discontinuation of such vetting of 
programmes. This she blamed on the fact that parents, these days, spend 
less time at home. Even in her situation, the children were more 
familiar with the operation of the set, suggesting that they put in more 
use than she did. There was however a noticeable consciousness, of the 
need to vet the children’s choice. This was absent in other homes. The 
children were in fact, the parents' guide to viewing in some other 
locations, (locations 2, 9, 11) The changes noted in this observation, 
illustrate changes in the social structures; particularly in the home; 
and how these affect viewing patterns.

The programme which followed was an extended interview "Press 
Conference", and it featured a chiropractor on that evening. This was a 
news interview, distinct from the sponsored "metaphysicians" programmes. 
It was in English, with 3 journalists, from both the print and 
electronic media interviewing.

The s u b je c t  watched w ith  keen i n t e r e s t ,  c u r io u s  to  f in d  o u t about th e  

p r a c t ic e .  Though she was s t i l l  s c e p t i c a l ,  she was more t o l e r a n t  o f t h i s  

than  she was o f th e  "m etap h y sic ian s" . T his p a r a l l e l  i s  drawn because th e  

s u b je c t in  h e r  re fe re n c e s , equated  th e  c h iro p ra c t  w ith  th e se  o th e r  

" h e a le r s " .  She saw him as a W estern ised  v e rs io n  of them. In  f a c t  she was 

o f th e  o p in io n  th a t  th e  programme had been p a id  fo r ,  t h a t  i t  was a 

p u b lic  r e l a t io n s  a c t  of th e  man.
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with time, the programme proved to be a trying experience for the 
subject. But she endured, because she was staying up, waiting for her 
husband's return. The programme was also more tolerable in that the 
interviewers' were asking probing questions, similar to that which she 
was asking. The interviewers were not lenient with the chiropract. The 
line of questioning aimed at finding out the possibility of the 
chiropract being a charlatan.

Subject was able to conclude that the guest on the show; the chiropract 
was a liar, who was "employing these deceitful black magic". To her, the 
interviewers were "intelligent" thus able to find the faults in him. 
Thereafter, the subject was relaxed in watching the programme, making 
the guest an object of ridicule, and seeing the interviewers as doing
the same.

At the end of the programme, "when they had shown him up", the moderator
invited viewers to heed the guest's invitation, to patronise him.
Subject was not amused. Though she was able to reject the offer, she
did not assume that every viewer would be discriminatory enough to read
through the "sarcasm".

"Don't say that please! They may think you mean it; our 30 
million viewers."

The programme was followed by another interlude of music. Subject was 
still disdainful of the programme, though it was a different clip. She 
expressed her fears about the prevalence of the sort of programmes.

SI : This is scary to me
R: This dêunce? Will you not differentiate between them?

SI : There's no difference. You know, when something is
decadent. - I jo Yoyo; Figure 8; Shina Peters; ehn
Barrister; they are all manifestations of the evil in
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this country.

In the days of I. K. Dairo - when I.K. Dairo is singing, 
you'll all be listening attentively, because you will 
learn some lessons from there.
Sunny Alade, as flippant as he was, in the midst of them, 
[musicians] then, he was not senseless. I mean Ebeneezer 
Obey was dignified; Comfort Omoge, a mother, no doubt!
That was a time when there were values and you can't talk 
nonsense. These days, they want to sing, what do they 
they say? "Shake, shake, shake, shake you bottom" Aree! 
[exasperation] My parents won't let you watch such. In 
our home, you won't watch that. If it comes to the 
screen, you won't watch it!"

[For the subject's point to be appreciated, see accompanying videos, 
showing a variety of the latest musical clips at the time of the study]

Subject was vehement in her objection to the values expressed 
particularly, through the dance forms. The clip which had brought about 
the latest outburst was Olu Fajemirokun's. The lyrics of which expressed 
moral values, and was at certain points prayerful [Re. report in 
Location 1 ] The dance steps and other aspects of its presentation, was 
similar to that of the artistes whom subject had enumerated as the 
"offenders".

What made the trend "alarming", was the difficulty of escaping exposure 
to the aspect of programming. Yet, these musicals, because they are 
mainly presented as interludes, are not striking features on the 
stations' schedules.

The solution which the family had resorted to because of the trend, was 
to reject television programming. Rather than watch TV, the subject 
reports that her family had developed other interests. They had their 
own selection of music, films on video, and even had family concerts.
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"My children have a lot of things. They have Toun Soetan, 
[Christian musician] we have many fine things; so of their 
volition, they decide what is not good. Even when they don't, 
use these, we sit down and discuss, . . . then we'll round it 
up with our own concert. We will sing, and sing. If you 
stumble on our proceedings, you may meet us dancing. You know 
we don't even have neighbours to pop in on us."

In  e ssen ce , th e  fam ily  i s  n o t av e rse  to  s in g in g  and dancing , b u t i t  i s  

s e le c t iv e  o f th e  type  o f v a lu e s  ex p ressed  in  such , w hether c o v e r t ly  o r  

o th e rw ise . T h is i l l u s t r a t e s  how in te r lu d e s ,  which would o th e rw ise  be an 

in s ig n i f ic a n t  a sp e c t of th e  programming, cou ld  cause a group o f v iew ers 

to  r e j e c t  more s u b s ta n tiv e  a sp e c ts  of th e  programming e f f o r t .

The observation ended at 10.30 p.m. although the subject was still 
alert, and the set was still on. Subject was still waiting up for her 
husband. Viewing for this day had again been devoid of channel zapping. 
Even though this time, there was a functional remote control, it was 
hardly ever used.

Day 4

Subject was only able to settle down to any sort of viewing at about 
8.00 p.m. Before then, her son had been watching alone, in silence. He 
had first watched Family Matters, an American comedy. Thereafter, at
8.00, he switched from LTV to an NTA station to watch the drama. 
Checkmate on the network service. This was the programme that was on 
when the subject arrived.

Since the programme was a serial, and subject had not been following it, 
she had to rely on deductive reasoning to make sense of what was going 
on. To do this, she used the snatches of conversation which she heard, 
as well as her interpretation of the actions, and attitudes she could
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infer from the gestures.

The subject had not been watching for long, when the sponsor's advert 
came on. The particular product that was being advertised was Royco; a 
bouillon cube. She hissed as this advert came on.

Her concentration was heightened as the programme was resumed. She 
watched with keen interest and was very attentive.

At the second commercial break, which was halfway through the programme, 
subject assumed that the programme had ended. She did not show any signs 
of disenchantment as she did at the earlier break. She only expressed 
her disappointment to see the programme end. She said -

"These are the types of programmes I like to watch."

By this time her attention in what was happening on the screen, had 
waned. Her interest was again re - kindled when the programme itself was 
resumed.

Her viewing was still characterised by the need for deductive reasoning. 
This was compounded by the fact that her viewing had to be punctuated, 
as she had to attend to the various people who came in to see her for 
various reasons (the driver, the cook) and she also had to serve the 
dinner. She confessed that it was difficult for her to follow what was 
going on.

"Many things are happening, it is difficult to follow except 
one has been following it for a while."

At the end of the programme, most of the subject's questions were still

529



unanswered. Her confusions regarding the plot were left unresolved. The 

public service announcement which preceded the network news, as well as 
the commercial break, were "ignored". The TV was left on, to provide 
part of the room ambience, as subject had her meal before the set. Her 
son at this time went to the dining area. He was thus absent from the 
proceedings from the set.

The subject again preferred to talk about the menu, than discuss the 
information that came out of the TV at that time.

On this day, she had missed the 8 o' clock news. The viewing of the
drama had usurped the attention at the scheduled time. There was no
indication that this was in any way regrettable.

The network news was attended as soon as it came on. The conversing was 
stopped as soon as the preview in to the news, was being read. It was 
from this time that the subject had become grieved by the presentation. 
She had missed some part of a sentence, because of the pronunciation of 
the newscaster.

"what was that he said? . . .  Oh they don't speak English
well. When we speak English, we must speak it in a way that
other people will understand. . . We have introduced our West 
African accents into English. . ."

This "flaw" in the presentation, had created a mental block for the 
subject. It had set the mood with which she received the news for that 
evening; and it had kept her from following the information adjacent to 

that which she had brought about her lamenting. In fact it was as though 

she had been put off the newscast. She paid little attention and was 

more relaxed than previous days.
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There was a phone call which diverted her attention completely. She had 

to turn down the volume of the TV whilst she was on the phone. When she 
returned to viewing the news, she did not turn the volume back up. Yet 
she continued to view, not straining to hear, though the volume was low. 
She merely followed the visuals of the reports.

The first comment which she made about the news for that evening was

hailing the President's wife who was featured in a story. Subject was
positive towards the woman as well as the story.

"I don't mind her, I like her. . . I like a person who
contributes to society; whether good or bad, at least she 
does something."

There was a part of the story which she lamented. This was an aspect
which she had deduced from the story - the fact that the ceremony had

been held at Abuja, Nigeria's new federal capital.
" . . .  everything has been taken away to Abuja . . .You see 
if they take things to a place where everyone will think, I 
won't mind"

Though she had been in approval of the purposed message, she had by the 

process of deduction, found an element of government activity which was 

not agreeable. There was a tone of resignation in her voice. She was not 

vehement in her expression of this.

There were few other stories which caught the subject's fancy. One of 

these was the story about Zonta (Women) International. The subject 
noted that it was the the decade for the women. She consented to the 

prominence of women in the evening's newscast. The story had followed 

that, about the President's wife closely. Thereafter, she was not so
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attentive, but she was quick to remark, when there was a story about a
loan to be taken for one of the newly formed states.

"Oh, what a borrowing nation this is, borrowing 400 million 
U.S. dollars, to be used in Akwa Ibom state."

There was a news item êüx>ut Civil Service Reforms. Subject was not
satisfied with the information that the news could bring.

"when things like this happen, they should present it to us, 
in documentaries, so we can listen again; not in a news item 
like this."

Subject's reasoning was based on the need to examine the issue in 
greater detail, and digest the changes there in. The chosen format of 
presentation, the treatment of the story, was considered inadequate.

The story nonetheless prompted the subject to report about a personal 
acquaintance who had been adversely affected by the reform. With this 
report, and the expression of her objection, subject was distracted from 
the other details of the information coming from the screen.

This alternative line of conversation was halted as soon as subject 
recognised another acquaintance on the news. She focused her attention 
on the news, because it had presented a different level of relevance. 
The renewed interest in the particular news item, positively affected, 
the subsequent stories as interest was sustained till there was a break 
in transmission. This led to the channel being changed. Because it was 
network news, all the stations were featuring the same programme. The 
viewing was thus continued on the other channels.

The already noted scepticism, was again observable in the subject's 
reaction to the stories. Her response amounted to an assessment of the
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country.

The news report was about efforts to preserve the National Film 
Archives. Subject hissed; a show of contempt, she was unimpressed, even 
though in this instance, she did not challenge the sincerity of the 
report.

" . . .  hoping they will keep them safe. Safe from cockroaches 
and such. Oh this country! Yet we were created by God, or is 
it that we have re - created and marred ourselves?"

The subject was exasperated. She did not think much of the country. This 
is interesting, especially when one sees that her reading sometimes 
contrasts the message which she is shown. This then raises the question 
of the validity of the fears in some quarters over the influence of 
certain foreign programmes, because of the negative portrayals inherent 
in such. All that subject had viewed, were local productions, which even 
had positive portrayals, yet they prompted a negative image of the 
country.

There was another story on the President's wife. Going by the visuals, 
and even the report, it the same story that was featured earlier on in 
the bulletin, but the focus in the second report was on the President's 
2 year old daughter. The response to this story was not positive.

The President's wife, who had been approved for her good works, was 
criticised for behaving as one who "had never had a child". This was 
condemning the much ado, about the child's birthday, thus refuting any 
significance of the particular child.

It is unlikely that this was the response which the story sought. There
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were some other stories which had relatively predictable responses.

There was the obituary of a certain 86 year old man. He was a leading
world scientist, who had worked on the Atomic bomb. It did not matter
what he had done, the subject was sympathetic. There was support for the
Nigerian team, as one would have expected. This support was based on
cuiother view of Nigeria which the subject expressed.

"How dare them try to beat the Nigerian team? Don't they know 
we are superior? "

This illustrated the contradiction in the subject's opinions about 
Nigeria. She had earlier on, been unimpressed with the country, not
trusting that a good thing could be done there in. Here she saw the
country as being superior. There were different sets of circumstances in 
which each of the views were held.

With the issue of governance and relating with each other, Nigerians 
were not trustworthy. In the face of an external aggressor, as in the 
case of sports, Nigeria was superior. What makes these readings more 
interesting is the consistency in the pattern. For instance she was 
excited about the sum of money that had been voted for Children's Trust 
Fund, (which the President's wife was championing). The next sentence 
was reason for her to belittle the entire story. It was the government 
who had donated the lion share - two out of three million Naira. There 
was no real achievement after all. There are other examples reported 
earlier, of how the subject finds cues, from within the stories, to read
meanings that were not apparently intended.

As the news ended, the subject switched her focus to domestic matters.
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It was as though she had only been enduring the news.

She was not impervious to the programming flow, especially when she was 
before the set. For example, one of the times she was in the sitting 
room, there was a commercial, a special promotional advertisement for 
one of the detergents. She recognised one of the gifts on offer as 
something that her children possessed. The gift was a torchlight / radio 
- cassette player.

There was another which the subject did not comment about even though it 
was one of the products, targeting people like herself. It was the new 
vegetable cooking oil. She had not found the advert credible. On an 
earlier occasion, she had been prompted by the same advert, to assess 
her own buying habit. The exercise ended up with an expression of 
loyalty for her own alternative. (Re. Day 2)

A n o th er (u n in te n d e d )  r e s u l t  o f v ie w in g  th e  a d v e r t  was t h a t  th e

advertised recommended retail price, evoked memories of when the product
was cheaper. The comparison of these prices, amounted to a deliberation
on the rate of inflation.

". . . there was a time oil was cheap, a gallon was three
naira fifty kobo"

There was a public service announcement which arrested the subject's 
attention. This was because it was directly relevant to her. It was 
concerning the postponement of the Common Entrance Examination into 
secondary schools. Subject was not as concerned with the fact that the 
information was reaching her for the first time via the announcement, 
she was more concerned with the directive that the deadline for the sale 
of application forms should be extended. It was an illustration of the
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insincere motives of government actions.

"Do you see, it's because they did not sell all the forms"

In subject's view, the examination had been postponed because there were 
still forms to be sold. This view was the opposite of the information 
within the announcement, that is, the postponement of the exam date, 
meamt there could be an extension of the period for the sale of forms.

The commercial break was followed by one of the "Metaphysician's" 
programmes. Subject felt vindicated in her assessment of the 
programming; that the programmes had taken over the screen. She decided 
to endure the programme for while before switching off, so that she 
could point out features which illustrate her evaluation of the 
programme genre.

The programme was an OGTV production, although it was not being featured 
on OGTV.

The first few credits on the programme were eulogies of the sponsor / 
guest. There were also directions to how the viewer(s) could get in 
touch with the healer's. The reception quality was very poor, and this 
induced a switch in channels earlier than the subject had planned. The 
poor reception had compounded the problem she had with the programme, 
and it was not worth enduring anymore. She rather settled for the Yoruba 
news on LTV.

The news was largely a translation of the previous day's network news. 
Subject was able to catch some of the items she had missed on that 
newscast, because of the distractions during the viewing. An example of
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this was the suspension of expatriates involvement in the travel agency 
business in Nigeria. The subject queried the rationale behind the 
decision as she heard the lead sentence. She had noted the highlight of 
the story the previous day, but she had responded differently. She had 
been more preoccupied than she was during this viewing.

As though anticipating her question, the report offered an explanation 
for the decision. It was to stem the the tide of fake tickets and forged 
papers. The subject was alarmed at the reasoning which led to the 
decision. She found the innuendo in the story incredible. Again she 
chose to suggest the opposite.

"Is it the foreigners who sell forgeries, or yourselves?"

She detached herself from the guilty parties even though the reference
to "yourselves" was one to Nigerians as a whole.

There was something fascinating about the Lagos State Governor's name. 
She echoed it as the name was mentioned in another news story. There 
were similar responses in other locations as well.

There was a translation of the news of the First Lady's efforts which
subject had found impressive the previous day. This time subject was
unimpressed. This was due to the awareness of the detail, that had made
the effort become contemptuous in the subject's view. It was also a
result of the subject's opinion of the populace.

"No poor man will spend his N5, because they will say the
fund will not be of benefit to their children. "

Not withstanding, she still wanted to know more about other efforts of
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the First Lady. She wanted to read the book written by the First Lady.

On the whole, the programme was watched attentively, even though the 

viewing was not planned. At the end of the newscast, the newscaster had 
a charming smile, and a prayer for the viewer(s), to which the subject 
responded a loud "Amen!" She made no comments about this, (as did S1 in 
location 1) but her response suggested that she was impressed.

There was a few seconds of dead air. This was followed by an 
announcement which was not very clear. It was from the continuity 
announcer. This was again followed by a period of dead air.

The subject did not make any attempts to change the channel. She did not 
anticipate any particular programme, but she was waiting up for her 
husband, so she waited, with the set keeping her company.

The programme which eventually came up was a musical filler. The artiste 
that was featured was not one of those to which the subject was 
vehemently opposed. She recognised him as one of her son's favourite. 
The boy had slept, but the subject, danced to the rhythm singing along 
as well. The lyrics were basically popular idioms, and so it was easy to 
sing along.

The initial response to the beat had been one in which the subject was 
imitating her son. She was not sitting before the set at this time, 
rather, she was attending to some other matters, and moving from room to 
room.

The filler gave way to the CBN news, and this was engaging. Subject
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viewed with a sense of purpose. The viewing was largely devoid of the 
commentary refuting the expressed reasoning, and offering alternatives, 
such as characterised the viewing of the network and local newscasts. 
Yet, subject reacted to the news items in the reports as well. These 
responses were mainly audible exclamations to the audio cuid visual 
elements of the news.

The lead story was a report on the Gulf war. Subject was moved by the
magnitude of the problem, and she was also touched by the human
suffering which were featured in the visuals from the affected areas.

"Ah! Oh! Oh! [in response to the details from the audio
report] Look at that child! [responding to a visual not
directly referred to in the report] Oh! Christ! Oh Jesus!
Yee! [responding to heard details] . . .  Do you see, what 
they are begging for? They are begging for water! [responding 
to visuals] "

Though it was an event in a far away land, subject was able to reduce
the proximity in the report. The event was one which aroused concern,
and this could even be personalised.

"They are going to Iran. I have a friend in Iran. So what is 
Saddam's gain in all this? Making refugees of his people..."

Observation ended after the viewing of the CBN news at about 10.40 p.m.

Day 5

Viewing commenced at about 8.30 p.m. when subject returned from am
outing. Indeed, the subject had a hectic schedule, which involved her 
spending a lot of time outside the home. She had had to cancel another 
engagement for that evening for the sake of the research exercise.

It is important to note that this observation does not confirm the
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subject's description of her use of time. Because most of her outings 
are not for leisure, subject is wont to think she does not "go out 
much", as she said at the contact meeting. Though she was observed to be 
homely person indeed, she was one who spent a lot of time outside the 
home.

The programme which was selected for viewing was a soap opera on the
network service - Ripples. Because of the problems with the set, the
subject reported that she had not seen the programme for a while. She
was therefore unable to follow the story line. Besides, she had resumed
viewing, when the programme was already on the way. She had to be
briefed by her son on what had transpired. In spite of this, she was
able to form an opinion of the characters by herself. This opinion was
informed by what she could see of their countenance, as well as her
son's assessment.

"This one talks like one who smokes hemp."
[synonym for drug addict]

Following the above comment, subject focused attention on the screen,
but soon resumed her commentary. At this point she noted how predictable
the Yoruba dramas were to her - they always revolve around a "Babalawo".
[the medium for an oracle.]

"They always do suspicious things; they don't build trust. At 
least with historical ones, we know that they are what 
actually happened at those times"

The subject had ignored the programme, and the commercial break 
featuring the sponsor's adverts while she was saying the above. The 
interesting features of this comment are that she had a generalisable 
view of the Yoruba dramas.
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In spite of these, she made a distinction between the historical and the 
contemporary dramas. Subject was able to excuse certain practices in the 
historical dramas, which she believed to be factual, but she was 
intolerant of the same in the contemporary dramas. She had not queried 
how factual this portrayal was, she was only concerned on what she felt 
was being fostered. There was a similar response in the views expressed 
by SI in location 6.

As the programme resumed after the commercial break, subject suspended 
her conversation and resumed her interest in the programme. The scene 
featured two children in a home, who were having an argument, before 
their father came in to help resolve the problem. The children's
response to their father was such that the subject's son objected to.

B: Is that his daddy who is talking to him, and he is 
walking away?

SI : Do you see, do you see? [in agreement]
B; The daddy does not discipline him, that's why.

The child in the programme had blamed the mother for not being at home 
to look after them (i.e. the children). The child had then stormed out 
of the father's presence. The subjects could neither find any 
justification in the child's reasoning, nor his action. Even B1 was 
using his held standards to assess that which he saw on the screen.

Although subject was interested enough in the programme to be concerned 
about getting a clearer reception, she was not captivated by the
programme. She attended other chores, for example, supervising the 
cooking, even as she viewed. Although H (subject's husband) was at home 
at this time, he did not come any where near the set. He was getting

641



ready to go out, whilst waiting for his meal. This perhaps explains why 
there was the need for the subject to leave the programme and attend to 
the cooking. Her viewing was thus of a chequered nature.

As a result, SI was confused by the events in the programme. Because she 
had not been following, and could not even identify the various 
characters. There were several families in this programme as well, and 
subject was confused trying to piece the snatches which she saw 
together.

She suggested links between completely different families; those whom
she had seen and the new ones which were in the on going scenes. She
asked and tried to answer the question "Who are these ones?"

At the end of the programme, there was no show of emotion. There were no 
comments about the programme, or about the experience of viewing it. 
Subject simply went straight to the kitchen. It was as though she was 
relieved of the distraction to concentrate on her cooking.

Whilst in the kitchen, she missed much of the commercial break, but she 
was conscious of the news. She was targeting the news as she went about
her duties. She came back to sit down, just after the lead item of the
news. She had again missed the highlights, and the headlines of the 
network news.

The first story which she remarked about was that about the Presidential 
gifts to Akwa Ibom state, at the end of his visit there. Besides the 
perceived "good fortunes" of the people of that state, subject was also 
excited on account of a member of her household, who comes from the
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State. She asked for the person to be summoned to the set.

The reaction received from the person, dampened her enthusiasm. There 
was apparent disinterest, an apathy towards the government in spite of 
the announced benevolent gesture.

SI : These ones have collected money, 30 in one place, 40 in
another. . . Go and call Mercy so she can see what the
President is doing in her state. . .

SI : Where have you been? The President has given a lot of
money to Akwa Ibom. He has given you money to build House
of Assembly in Akwa Ibom. [no excitement in Mercy's 
response] It's Akwa Ibom. Are you not from Akwa Ibom?

Mercy: I know I am from Akwa Ibom, but I don't know anything 
about that.

SI: I am telling you now, see, he's still there. They are 
building a university, they are giving money for 
educational development, 15 million.

Mercy: [apathetic] Let him do.
SI : They even made provision for water. . .
Mercy: [with apathy still in her tone] Babangida, do well oh! 

[meaning - Babangida has done well] . . .

The promises in the news, and the excitement in Si's report of them, 
were not enough to evoke any emotions from the young lady. She could not 
care less really, and she did not mask that. The reason for her apathy 
may not be totally accounted for, based on this observation alone, but 
there was certainly a disinterest, that caused her to discountenance 
government promises.

Subjects both left for the kitchen. This meant SI left the newscast 
completely. She had earlier, left it mentally, as she carried on the 
conversation reported above.

When she returned, she hailed the Vice president, whose picture was on
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the screen. She had not even known why he was there; what the story 
about him was about. When she did, her response was simple - "Ah! . . . 
ridiculous."

The news item had been a policy on the army officers' acquisition of 
wealth; but subject had referred to it as a "formula".

The story which followed also featured the Vice president. This time it 
was an item about the arrival of a new foreign diplomat. This did not 
evoke any comment from the subject.

Subsequent stories did not evoke any comments from the subject either.
But she made non verbal gestures, for instance she grunted at the
mention of large sums of money in one of the stories. This suggests that
she was not as vocal as she could have been. Occasionally there were
outbursts from her. For instance she made the following outburst, and
she left the set temporarily. The item which provoked the outburst had
been about the inauguration of some board.

"Inaugurating one board, or the other; one board or the 
other. There must be people, begging to be placed some where.
. . You will hear them say he is the secretary, [if ever a 
Yoruba man is to be named] The Yoruba man is the one who will 
do all the work there. "

Subject was fed up with that type of information. There had been the 
announcement of a new board on every network newscast during the 
exercise in this location. Her deduction based on the frequency of the 
information, (which was indicative of the frequency of the act), is also 
interesting - "there must be people begging to placed". In other words, 
the appointment to a board was a "privilege" which some were "begging" 
for; and the more who begged, the more announcements of board positions
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that could be expected.

The subject took her reading a step further, and introduced the element 
of ethnicity into the board appointment. In her view, people of a 
certain ethnic group, (Yorubas) were not fairly represented. When they 
were appointed, they were made to - "do all the work" there is.

In all, going by subject's view, fairness was lacking in the rampant, 
issue of board appointment. This was another illustration of a reading 
which contradicted the intended message. Rather than bring the 
government closer to the people, the story informing the people about 
government activities, had only brought the government into disrepute.

By the time subject returned to the set, following her outburst, she had 
missed about 5 stories, and a commercial break. Even when she returned, 
she was not fully engrossed in the details of the stories anymore. 
Rather, she mused over the the various personalities, that the story 
revolved around. Her attention to the stories, when she attended to 
them, were momentary. One of the stories which captured her interest in 
that way, was that about the Food Fair. Because the report was not one 
which was familiar, subject had been curious to know what the story was 
about. Having satisfied her curiosity, subject resumed the pattern of 
attending the news - with a fleeting interest.

What occupied the fore of her attention, as indicated by her 
deliberations, were other personal matters - caring for those personal 
acquaintances who were in the ward, and so on.

The third segment of the news featuring the Business news, was totally
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ignored. Interest in programming was only rekindled when the subject's 
son exclaimed excitedly, about the advert for the Stop the Abuse of the 
Naira campaign.

In spite of the fact that she had seen the advert before, it was only on 
this occasion that the subject began to wonder about what had inspired 
the campaign. (The advert had shown a popular comedian, "Aluwe" 
attempting to have a bundle of Naira notes dry -cleaned.) She rejected 
a suggestion that there must be a reason for expending money on the 
campaign. Instead she said -

"Nigerians are not so thoughtful".

The subject's contemptuous view of her country, even in this, 
illustrates how, that view cuts across programme genres. Her views were 
not a reflection of any particular programme that she watched, they were 
a result of the knowledge and attitude which she brought to the screen. 
The tendency however seemed more likely in certain programmes or 
subjects than in others. As in the following example.

The trend of being disinterested in the programming continued through 
the commercial break, into the Sports programme that followed. There was 
a switch to another channel and the interview programme that was on was 
attractive because the interviewee, was familiar. The interview was in 
the Yoruba language, and the focus was on the activities of the 
government agency - MAMSER. The interviewee was identified more on the 
basis of his past reputation, than that of the office which he 
currently represented. There was actually an initial separation of the 
man, and the post he was holding. Whereas the man was identified for his 
own achievements, the office was identified for the obscurity that
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surrounded the purpose of its existence.

"I know this person, . . . but I don't know what that MAMSER 
does."

As the man proceeded to enumerate the "achievements" of the agency, his
own personal credibility was queried. Rather than lend credibility to
the office, the subject's discredited view of the office was extended to
the man. The subject was very vehement in her outbursts which
intermittently punctuated the progréunme.

"MAMSER has not done anything please, old man! . . . Hun!
You are fooling yourselves. . . They don't have
responsibilities, they don't have any functions, they are 
doing the job of the Ministry of Information. . . You can't 
be "increasing our awareness" by telling us lies. We aren't 
dead or blind! We see what is going on. You tell us not to 
do, yet we see the same thing being done"

The subject was so peeved at the programme, and only stopped short of
calling the "old man" a liar. She saw him as an example of other old men
in government, who had compromised on the truth for personal gain.

"What do you want him to say, that it's not good and he 
continues to receive his pay? He has an official car auid 
official house.

That is why people do not watch television! They [the people] 
will say - 'Are they dunces?' If my mother watches 
television, it is because she wants to watch Obadare, [am 
evangelist] or she wants to listen to the news, because her 
children are not in Ibadan [with her]. She may also keep it 
on, till 10.00 p.m. whilst waiting to make a phone call."

The link between apathy to the television viewing and the credibility of 
programmes is interesting. In other words it suggests, that television 
because of those programmes, is "trying to make fools of the people". 
The charge is that people of questionable integrity have access to the 
screen, hence television has lost the attraction that people may have
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had for it. This view of government was evident in all the locations, 
transcending differences in social positions, although some subjects 
were more vocal (location 2) or more articulate (location 10) than the 
others. The accusation here becomes clearer in the utterances that 
followed.

"Did you not hear what my young lady said when she was told 
that Babangida gave them money? . . . She knows it's a lie, .

. It's because people are complaining that MAMSER is not 
doing anything that they have now come on television. . .
They behave as though those whom they are talking to are 
blockheads or dunces. They embellish their words as though .
. . They will embellish trivialities and present them to the 
rural people as though - but it's not like that! They are not 
dense!"

Even based on her personal experience, the subject could find good
reason to be contemptuous of the government, and public officials.

"You know the place we went to give a deep well, ['we' being 
the Lionesses, the occasion was one of the subject's 
activities the previous day] we were told that the DFRRI 
[another government agency like MAMSER] officials, will dig a 
well that is not so deep, [and] when the Commissioner is 
expected to commission the project, they will go, and fill 
the well with water. They will bring a water tanker to fill 
the well so that when the dignitary pumps for water, it will 
flow, but in three days the well is dry! They are a deceitful 
lot and someone will want to tell me rubbish" [my emphasis]

It was in this manner that the programme was received, till it ended. 
Although she became a bit more attentive when the focus of the interview 
shifted from government's plans for returning to civil rule, to other 
social issues like drug abuse, she did not find the programme agreeable 
for the reasons enumerated above. She merely waited for which of the 
statements was challengeable.

From the subject's comments, it was clear that the above response was 
not restricted to TV reception alone. There was a general rebuffing of
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government activities for the same reasons. Television programming was 
thus not distinct from the larger social system in which it functioned. 

It was a part of a whole, which for this subject included the general 
attitude at work, and other such social problems. In this way, there was 
a certain elasticity, between TV and reality.

The programme was followed by a film. Subject was not interested in 
watching (any film). She was not prepared to spend three hours or even 
two, on a programme. She checked for what option was available to her. 
The only station that was clear was showing Sports. She thus settled for 
the film, to be left on in the background, as she did not watch. She was 
not waiting up for the husband on this occasion, because he had a social 
engagement after his rounds at work. Out of politeness, to the 
researcher, she still sat before the set, showing no interest in what 
was going on. She soon started to doze. Observation ended at this time - 
about 10.45 p.m.

Day 6

Observation did not commence until about midday because of the 
compulsory restriction of movement which goes along with the monthly 
Enviromental Sanitation exercise.

Subject (SI) had a friend (S2) visiting. The two women had comparable 
descriptions. S2 was also affluent, and respectable in society. She was 
also a high ranking, high school teacher in a federal establishment, 
with her own private enterprise on the side. Their children were of 
similar ages. They both lived in exclusive and remote areas. They both 
had links with people in high places, and so, in addition to their 
education, they were quite well aware of privileged information.

649



51 reported that the reception had not been clear, earlier on in the 
day, when the son had wanted to watch the set. She herself had been too 
busy to watch, or even sit down, till her friend arrived. It was only 
because she was entertaining S2 that she was found sitting down.

52 was aware of the purpose of the exercise, and without any prompting,
she expressed her affinity for "Another Life". It took further probing
for her to identify other programmes that she liked. The following is
the statement of subject's reasons for liking the programme.

"It's a soap opera, showing us the ups and downs of real 
life; the way they handle the scripts[;] especially since 
the main character is a Christian

There were three factors which are identified in the above statement -
the subject matter, the relevance of the story line, and the treatment.
These were all factors which contributed to the subject's affinity for
the programme. Of these, she seemed to have rated the treatment highly.
It was this that she went into auiy great detail about. It was also this
that she identified as the flaw in the local production. It was the
first reason why the particular programme was not boring, and she could
still enjoy watching re - runs of the serial, which had been introduced
since 1985, 5 years afterwards.

". . .for one thing, compare the production techniques with 
that of our local productions, those based on our social 
relations, based on Nigerian situations, . . .  if they show 
one family eating now, for the next five minutes, you will be 
gazing at that meal, whereas with them, they will show you, 
just to register to you that they are eating. . .it's mainly 
their thoughts that they want to follow, to listen to. And 
where a character has made a particular statement which will 
have an effect on the next episode, the music, everything
will let you know that there's something ---  about this
statement."
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Besides this programme which was her favourite, the subject reported 
that she only watched the news - "to know what is going on". Unlike the
earlier cited programme, the viewing of news was one that had to be
qualified. According to her report, her choice of which newscast to 
watch was determined by convenience. The rationale for watching the news 
was more interesting, and held a part of the clue to this attitude.

S2: I try to watch the NTA, the one at 9, but if it's not 
convenient, I watch any other, to know what is going on 
around you. Otherwise, people will be discussing what is 
going on, and you will will be looking [on] like a fool.
More so, I am going for a promotion interview anytime 
from now on. If one is invited and does not know what to 
say -. Besides, if one is not current, you don't get what 
one wants in terms of promotion.

SI: It's part of education, you must know what is going on.
32 & SI : . . .around you. Why should people be talking around

you, and you are not able to contribute?
81: It's even good, we teachers, we must be informed.
32: Sometimes, you want to discuss some of the current issues 

with your students.

The above shows the influence of their professional considerations on 
the subjects' viewing habits. There was a sense of compulsion that 
motivated their interest in the news, as illustrated in the highlighted 
emphasis. This explains why 31 made such efforts to watch the news, even 
when it was clear that she was only struggling to endure the experience.

As reported, the experience of viewing the news was not usually a 
pleasurable one. It was quite a taxing exercise, yet the subject 
endured, so that she could be informed for the above mentioned reasons. 
There was emphasis on "not looking like a fool".

Both subjects did not hide the fact that viewing Nigerian produced news 
was taxing, but they both had an affinity for the CBN news. 32 again
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identified the contrasts in the production techniques, the treatment. 
This buttresses the point made earlier about the impact of the 
production, (the packaging) on the message to be presented.

They both found Nigerian programmes so predictable, and thus so boring.
S2: . . . you csui predict what will happen right from the

beginning.

They could not make any distinctions for any of the different genres of 
programmes produced in Nigeria. There was no locally produced news that 
they found credible. "You can't trust the NTA" they said. S2 also cited 
personal experiences that had made her arrive at the same conclusion,
just as SI . SI felt vindicated, as her reasoning was supported by her
friend's. This further buttressed the position which she had expressed 
during the viewing on the previous day. The observed negative attitude 
towards the government and the society was confirmed. This further
suggests its strength and depth.

The discussion from which deduction was made had not been prompted by
the researcher. After the initial questions on the preferences, the
conversation had become spontaneous, taking on a natural course. The
subjects discussed, whilst researcher merely looked on.

Their appraisal was interesting, and revealed the following; that
1. there was appreciation for production quality;
2. there was a demand for respect for intelligence; It is this that

amounts to the quest for honest and balanced coverage as in the
dramas which showed both the ups and downs of life.

3. As noted earlier, their interest in the news was strongly a matter
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of compulsion. There was the added strong impression of the news not 
being credible. This illustrates how exposure to the programme (as 
expounded by ratings) cannot always be a good measure of the success 
of the programme.

Whilst they discussed, they ignored the functional set, which was before 
them. The disregard for what was on the set was compounded when Si's 
husband, H joined the group. The children, B, and 82's son did not pay 
any attention to the set, even though they had taken over one corner of 
the sitting room.

The programme that was on was in the Egun language, which they did not 
understand. It featured some Egun dance and masquerades. There was no 
apparent interest in the programme. In fact there was no reference to 
the set at all. There was no suggestion of the fact that they actually 
missed having access to programmes of their choice. They were more 
interested in socialising.

The Egun lainguage programme was followed by a feature film. The observed 
pattern was maintained. Even after the parents dispersed, the boys, 
played a board game. They did not watch the TV at all, even when the 
film was on.

The trend continued till lunch time. Thereafter, the family received a 
guest who diverted all attention from the set. This was brother, who had 
been in the reported crisis area in the north. [Re. Day 2's report]. 
Before long there was an assembly of 2 other brothers, (H2 and H3) and a 
sister-in-law, (S3).
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This gathering illustrated the alternative sources of information, (see 
another example in location 9) The eyewitness account which the brother 
gave proved to be a more credible and more interesting alternative to 
the network news. He brought reports of the crises, which the NTA 
network news had blacked out. In fact his report revealed that, even 
those accounts from state government owned TV stations, had played down 
the magnitude of the crisis. There was confidence in this 'reporter*. 
There was rapt attention as he presented his report, and there was also 
the opportunity of direct interaction. Questions were immediately 
answered and so the report was as comprehensive as the audience wanted.

After the re-union, the subject went out for a meeting. It was early 
evening. There had been no viewing by any member of this family. By this 
time, the film had given way to the transmission of the Sports 
programmes. There was live football match being played. Whilst the 
driver had lamented his inability to watch this because of the subject's 
outing, she had not been aware of the programme.

When SI left, the couple H3 and S3 were left. They lamented the state of 
television programming in Nigeria. They occupied similar social position 
as SI although they were younger and had less responsibilities. They had 
no children for example, although they also had several business 
concerns. They were well educated, and successful (affluent). They were 
of the opinion that the standard of television service had deteriorated 
since the introduction of commercialisation. In their view TV service 
was not detached from their views of the management of television 
broadcasting. They also extended the contempt which they had for the 
government of the day, to the TV service. For these educated ones as 
well, television was an extension of the government. [Re. group 2]
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These was because it was a government parastatal. H3 ventured to suggest 
that complete privatisation, as opposed to commercialisation where in 

the government was still involved in the raainagement of the organisation, 
was the required solution to television service. In doing this, he was 
pitching a camp in a suspended public debate about the desirable 
approach to TV management.

Their contribution shows the vulnerability of TV - unlike some other 
professions which are exclusive. Issues in TV are perceived as such that 
require no specialised expertise. These subjects were able to make 
direct links between the commercialisation efforts of the state 
government owned stations in particular; a high incidence of programmes 
showing "charms", (the metaphysical); and a drop in the amount of S3’s 
viewing. S3 was reported as previously being an avid viewer of TV. She 
reported that her present viewing was more deliberate and much 
restricted. The enumerated preferences only covered those programmes 
which she enjoyed watching. These can only be those which she watches 
deliberately. The list may not cover the programmes which she could have 
watched by chance.

The programmes enumerated were all foreign productions. They were all 
dramas - the soap opera. Another Life; and two other American comedies; 
Cosby show, and Family Matters. The local productions were not mentioned 
at all, but she did recognise a pattern in the programmes, which had 
made her reject them. This implies that she must have had some measure 
of exposure to them, such as would have facilitated the forming of the 
impression.

S3: All their Yoruba programmes are not interesting. They 
charm each other; they show in the play, how a person is 
to be killed. It's all too boring, and if they don't do 
that, [it's] a priest; white witches, black witches soo.
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. . .(laughter), in Tolu's house [that is H2], they don't 
watch TV in their home anymore. . . TV does not educate 
amymore. There are no serious programmes anymore. All 
they show these days does not go beyond someone who can 
sponsor a programme, a wealthy moslem. . ."

That the subject is aware of the patterns in the programmes suggests 
that she does get some amount of exposure to the programmes. The 
exposure is sufficient for her to form an impression even if it is not 
an accurate account of the programmes. For instance, the reference to 
the "priest; white witches and black witches", was to the "healer" 
otherwise known as Lord of witches, and wizards. She had thus lumped the 
dramas along with the "healing" programmes. This subject's concern for 
these sort of TV programmes was mainly because of the perceived negative 
influence.

S3: I don't even think they consider that there are children 
watching TV at all, because if they do consider such, 
they should re-assess those programmes showing the use of 
charms, before production. They should think that a young 
child does not know much yet, how can he discern, what is 
bad, from such."

Here again, the children are identified as the vulnerable audience 
segment. The concern is for this "others" and not self. She narrated the 
incident which led the other brother to discourage the viewing of TV in 
his home.

The son had asked the father for an explanation of cui act which he had 
seen on TV. The boy had inquired about the significance of placing 
sacrifices at crossroads. The act had been featured on one of such 
Yoruba dramas that the boy had watched. The father was alarmed that TV 
had drawn the children's attention to an act, which though it happens 
around them, they had been shielded from. He thus decided to shield the 
children from exposure to such from the television. H2 like his sister.
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had not removed the set, but he had introduced other influences into the 
home, which could take up the children's time, and keep their interest 
away from the set.

Changing Times
S3 also also had memories of how her viewing was monitored and censored 
as a child. She remembered that by 8 o' clock, the children were sent to 
bed. This pattern tallies with that described by 51. It is indicative of 
the values and living habits of their generation, and their social 
group. This differed from what obtains in some other social positions, 
especially with the younger generation.

Lifestyles had changed since the period that these subjects were 
children. 8 o'clock, which was their bedtime, was almost standard dinner 
time in the various locations that were studied. Children, even toddlers 
were seldom sent to bed. They were left to their own devices. There were 
no full time mothers, in the study, and on several occasions, they fell 
asleep before their children.

The use of time by the children had also chauiged. Going by the reports,
and even observations, [Re: locations 2, 3, & 11], the children's free
time, did not coincide with that which these subjects had in their time.
Attempts by programmers to operate based on these assumptions will
therefore prove to be inadequate. Another issue which the subject raised
is the inability of television programmes to convey enthusiasm.

S3: Most people seen on telly, all the actors and actresses 
behave as though they lack interest. Maybe it's because 
of the how the stations are run, or because it's not 
lucrative, but they act as though they lack interest. . . 
on screen. . . I don't really know if they don't have 
interest anymore, some have left anyway, some [have 
joined] magazines and such. They have left.
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The comments of this subject indicates one fact, - that the viewers are 
affected by the countenance of the on-air talents. In this instance as 
in others, the viewers, are aware of the internal politics of the 
broadcasting organisations. Such knowledge and concerns may contribute 
to the confidence of the viewers in offering suggestions for solving the 
problems of the industry.

In the course of conversation, S3 identified another programme which she
had liked. It was a news programme; the network newscast on Sunday -
Newsline. She noted that there had since been changes in the programme,
especially as the original presenters had been replaced. This event was
widely publicised by the tabloids, and the subject cited one of these as
her source of information on the developments within the programme. Her
account highlighted the qualities which she appreciated in the
particular style as opposed to that of the daily newscasts.

"I like the way they start, we are all used to having news 
read, you are listening but after a while, your mind is no 
longer there. There you are no longer serious, but then there 
is another programme, it's like news, but like in a lighter 
mood. It's like entertainment. The two of them will be 
cracking jokes, laughing between themselves. So you will find 
that though the news is there, you are just laughing, you 
feel more relaxed. . . Then it's the unusual things, things 
that you don't think about, that they show. Places for 
example that you don't know exists is what they show. Things 
like that you don't expect, so actually, I did look forward 
to it. That is, 'what is going to be said on Newsline 
today?'. . .People liked that auid would sit down to watch 
something other than "Babangida travelled"; "lyangida 
travelled"

Her husband even went further to describe the perceived trite pattern in 
the news. [See conclusion for the details]. For him as well, the news 
had become so predictable that he had lost interest in it.
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There was no more viewing for the day. On arrival from her meeting, SI 

had another social engagement to attend.

Day 7

S1 had to cancel another social engagement for the purpose of the 
exercise. She was to have travelled for a social function, but she sent 
her apologies instead since it was the last day of the exercise. This 
should be noted, because ordinarily, she would not have been available 
for any viewing. The exception, impresses upon the subject's real 
viewing / time use pattern. Even with the exception, observation only 
began after noon. Subject had attended the church service, and this had 
taken up the morning. After the service, subject reports that she 
stopped at the market briefly. Then, she had been occupied with over 
seeing the preparation for lunch. She had been more involved than usual, 
because it was a Sunday, and she wanted to relieve those who were 
normally responsible for the cooking.

Thereafter, she retired to her room to rest. Her husband had gone off 

for the engagement at this time. Were it not for the exercise, she would 

have gone with him. ( at about 2 p.m.)

When he was leaving, she came out to see him off. She did not return to 
the room. Rather, she stayed in the sitting room, and watched the TV. 
The programme in view was a Christian evangelical programme. The 

programme was watched in silence. Although she watched the programme 

dutifully, subject was not impressed by it.

R: Do you watch this programme normally?

SI: No, I don't believe him.

R: Why?
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SI : I guess it's not for people like me. If it were this lady 
from C.A.C., I listen, in fact I share fellowship. . . I 
don't know, I don't know, I might be wrong, but I just 
know that he appears deceptive to me.

The subject was not sure what it was about the particular preacher. It 
was not the dressing, it had to do with the style of preaching; that he 
was noisy, auid had the tendency to repeat himself. Even as she groped 
for reasons why, her reservations could not really be pinned to any 
particular thing. Yet she had her reservations although she endured the 
programme.

Apparently, she had only been sitting before the set, because she did 
not want to sleep, to avoid having problems sleeping at night! Note the 
subject's priorities. She was to have gone out, but in the event that 
she did not go, the preferable option was to sleep. It was only the fear 
of not being able to sleep early at night that kept her before the set.

Though she was not vehement as she was with some other programmes, 
subject was unimpressed by the programme, auid voiced her objection to 
certain statements which she found incredulous. In her comments, she 
acknowledged that her impression, once formed, could evoke a prejudicial 
response to subsequent exposure of such messages, even when changes were 
apparent.

(Responding to suggestion that she may change attitude to the
preacher if he changed his style.)
SI : . . . provided I had not seen this one, because I will

feel that someone like me had let him know that he had
been detected - shown up to the world as a fake. I'll 
just think, his changing of style, is another gimmick."

There was an interlude of music following the religious programme, and

660



this caught the subject's attention. The format of the particular video 
was different from others. The entertainer had made his name on the 
radio. The clip was a dramatised version of his radio performance. It 
was therefore not strictly music and dancing.

The subject was not familiar with the format as yet. She was thus 
curious to know what it was. She soon recognised the artiste, from his 
utterances. She enjoyed the clip, but it did not last for very long. It 
gave way to the continuity announcer who introduced the next programme. 
This was a local comedy.

The subject ridiculed the characters' appearance, and their language.
Both were bastardizations of the English way.

"Osibitu', 'osibitu'. . . They will take me for treatment in 
the 'shiata'. . .These ones are layabouts!"

(Osibitu - Hospital; shiata - Theatre)

Although it was a comedy, subject still compared what she saw with what 
was "possible". The relatives of a sick man had taken their charms and 
their native doctor with them to the hospital where the patient was on 
admission. They had even taken a live cockerel, palm oil and other such 
components of their sacrifice, to conjure the patient back to health. 
The subject had not been amused by this. She felt it was not possible in 
reality, and was quite indignant as she watched. She participated in the 
programme, and predicted realistic ways of resolving the situation. She 
felt the patients would be thrown out of the hospital if they could not 
abide by the regulations. Her prediction was right.
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Rather than see the programme as showing the efficacy of traditional 

healing methods, the subject saw it as showing the incompatibility of 
both. She also saw the ridiculous.

The programme was more aggravating than it was relaxing, but she 
continued watching any way; following the story line. She was appalled 
by the "gross misinformation" from the "doctor". It did not matter that 

it was just a drama, even a comedy at that.

Viewing was suspended at the arrival of a visitor. She thus did not 

watch the programme to the end. But the programme was a repeat, B had 
seen it before, and was able to fill the mother in, on the outcome of 
the story.

Subject's refusal to attend the programme at the arrival of the visitor 
was more, a matter of choice. Whilst the same visitor was being attended 
to, she suspended everything else, even her conversation with the guest, 
so that she could attend to the musical interlude that followed the 
programme. It was a continuation of the earlier featured one, that had 

been discontinued abruptly.

In the viewing of this as well, she solicited the help of her son to 

enable her understand what was being said. This was an acknowledgement 
of the son's superior competence at reception, in this case. It also 

illustrates the pattern of use, if competence is a result of use 

(exposure).

B was indeed more competent in hearing what the man was saying, and he 

acted as an "interpreter" for his mother. (The programme was in Yoruba
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language, which the subject speaks). The problem was that her ears were 
not accustomed to the musical presentation on television.

The other striking feature in the above, is that B, a 9-year-old was
exposed to, and able to narrate the "adult" issues that the entertainer
was singing about.

B: He says the man is not giving his wife money for food The 
other issues which were focused included promiscuity and 
drunkenness. There was a focus on the negative outcomes of 
such practices. The clip, thus had a didactic value.

SI did not object to B's exposure to this. In fact the clip was 
thoroughly enjoyed. It set the mood for that which succeeded it. The 
subject was not critical of it, and she had been on a previous occasion. 
She seemed to have enjoyed it on this occasion.

The subject involved her son in the viewing experience. The musical 
interludes were a forum for conversation between the mother and the son. 
It also proved to be an avenue of transmitting the mother's values to 
the son.

As they viewed together, she made remarks about her assessment of the 
lyrics, the dancing, and such, to the boy's hearing. There was also the 
fact that the subject did not view with any degree of concentration. 
Intermittently, she made comments which showed that she had been 
thinking of other matters. This pattern contrasts sharply with that 
which she exhibited when viewing a religious programme that she approved 
of.

In that instance, she asked the son to bring her bible, and she also 
covered her head as a mark of reverence. She thus set, by example, the
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pattern of what is approved. She had, with, cund without words, censored 
the son's viewing.

There was a stream of Christian programmes at about this time. Subject
did not respond in the same way described above to all of them. The
attraction to the programme was thus not just the theme. She was
critical of the way the information was presented. For example, she
objected to the - "noise"; "shouting"; display of miracles; and the
"impersonation of God"

"I'm not saying there is no miracle, but you are not the one 
who is doing it. How can you tell me 'Can you believe I can 
do it?' It's not left to us at all. Once a person starts 
saying such I've left. You are not the one to be believed."

With that outburst she did in fact leave the set. She had been turned 
off, even before the message for the day had been shared.

In spite of her response she recognised a positive contribution that the
programmes could have in society. Again she tied her viewing into the
prevalent situation in the society. On this occasion, she identified a
situation that was not but should be.

"If Nigerians could believe the word of God, as abundantly 
available as it is, it would have been good. If they believe 
God, there'll be no armed robbery; there'll be no 
embezzlement, frauds and such."

With that she launched into an assessment of known fraudulent practices, 
and highlighting the need for those in responsible places, like herself, 
to be extra cautious so that they are not implicated in ignorance.

The subject did watch the programme which she had earlier left. Her 
attention to the programme had been intermittent. It was from the
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message in the programme that she had taken the cue for her above noted 
comment. The programme did set the subject thinking.

Although the son had not bothered with the programme, and had been
restless whilst it was being shown, he became very alert as the 
commercial break began. The mother had done the direct opposite, but the 
son's disposition had affected the mother's attention. He was a source
of distraction during the programme, but he drew her into the adverts,
which she had not cared about. He called her attention to the desirable 
things that he saw and desired.

The response to the early evening news which followed was almost
reflexive. She was automatically attentive to the newscast, but had been
repulsed by the very first highlight.

TV: Women have again been reminded that men are the head of 
the family. . .

81: [sarcasm] Congratulations!

In spite of that, her curiosity had been aroused any way. She kept on 
viewing, and the more details she had, the more objections she had. At 
the end of the news, subject expressed fear for the trend noticeable in 
the country. This had been manifest in the news item.

The excerpt which prompted the response was a sermon from a wedding, the 

subject of the news report. It was the wedding of the governor's sister- 

in-law. The story had taken up 4 minutes 30 seconds, whilst the other 

two stories on the newscast were 1 minute 30 seconds and 1 minute 

respectively. The subject's fear stemmed from what she considered an 

undue regard for wealth and social position. She cited other examples of
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such in society.

Rather them respond to the explicit statements within the news item, she 
was responding to the values expressed by the editorial judgement. In 
all, she still seemed to have enjoyed watching the array of celebrities 
who were present at the ceremony.

There was not much viewing for the rest of the day. Subject showed the 
same pattern as has already been reported, watching only those segments 
of the programme that momentarily caught her attention. Throughout the 
evening, the only two programmes which subject showed interest in were 
the early evening news on LTV; and a drama on NTA which had been found 
for her. Subject had not bothered to switch the channels round. It was 
as though she was still used to not having a choice. Besides, she was 
really busy. Her attention was divided. She had to keep going and coming 
from the sitting room. Her viewing was thus chequered. It was during one 
of her absences from the room that the drama programme was found for 
her.

The programme had been sought because subject had expressed her affinity 
for drama programmes, but had not really consciously sought any.

The viewing of the drama programme begun midway through the episode. The 
subject demonstrated remarkable ease in her ability to follow the plot, 
and interpret the production elements. It was clear that she had 
professional knowledge of drama production as she had mentioned earlier. 
But again the viewing had to give way to another focus.

The arrival of H, and the exchange of their experiences during the day
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took priority over the viewing of the drama. The programme, as well as 
the sponsor's messages, thus went unwatched.

The other programme which could have interested the subject was the 
Newsline. The station in view when this came on was a state government 
owned station, LTV. This was one of the stations that had refrained from 
carrying Newsline. There was thus no chance for the subject to see the 
programme of her choice. The option which the station put on, was a 
disappointment. Though it was a Christian programme, it was not 
acceptable, but subject did not attempt to find an NTA channel that 
would show Newsline.

After attending the coverage of the "proper" news bulletin, the subject 
did not pay any conscious attention to the set any more. Thus ended
the observation of viewing in this location.

Discussion
There was no separate discussion with this subject in the light of the 
spontaneous conversations that were recorded during the viewing. Some of 
the comment will merely be clarified here.

Exposure Pattern
The observed chequered viewing pattern as described was confirmed.
Subject explained why this had to be so. It was an expression of her
priorities, an indication of her responsibilities.

"I'm not very current with what comes on this days, so I just
watch what comes my way. I have gotten busier. Sometimes I
come home after finishing my work in the kitchen. I'd have 
brought some work home [from the office]. Then besides, I 
have to sit at home with my children to go over their work 
with them. So, television was, sort of, cut off at that time, 
even for them. It was deliberate on my part. I won't let them 
watch television. . . It's not really that I don't want them
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to watch television [but] when we go for lessons, we don't 
leave our lessons till 6.30. Maybe it's on the way back at 
6.00, that we'll remember that we need to buy oranges; we 
want to buy leaves; or plantain. . . So we arrive about 7.00 
[p.m.] Then we have a rushed meal . . . they have to prepare 
their uniforms for the next day, you see we don't have a 
maid. . . I also have to get a few things sorted, soak their 
clothes, maybe. Meanwhile, they will be eating. I may give 
them half an hour to themselves before we come round to sit 
at our [work] table. While they tackle the assignment I give 
them, I come and listen to the news. . . so I have not been 
current"

The above was prompted by the subject's inability to readily identify a 
favourite programme or character from the screen. It however explains 

how subject's viewing pattern evolved.

The above is indicative of the the subject's priorities, as well as the 

inadequacies of the domestic arrangement. That there is no maid, and 
that certain items had to be bought as there was need for them, had 
contributed to the demands on the subject's possible leisure time. 
These were mainly perishable commodities which were difficult to stock 
in large quantities. (Compare with the situation of subjects in location 
1 ; there are similarities in spite of the differences in the social 

positions) On the whole, it still amounted to the impact of the domestic 

arrangement.

From discussions, it became apparent that subject had viewed TV at home, 

more them was usual for her, during the observation period. This need 

not be atypical of her viewing pattern because she sometimes viewed 

television, in some of the places that she visited, when she was outside 

the home. It is likely that such viewing would have been as that 

observed, though there may have been variations depending on the frame 

work in which she viewed.
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Preference Pattern

The subject expressed an affinity for drama, irrespective of the story 
line or the quality of production. This indiscriminate attitude was 
silent on the productions in the Yoruba language.

"Whatever comes. I'll watch it, as long as it's drama. . . . "

A proviso to this preference was however in the availability of time, 
the exposure pattern mentioned above. Viewing for instance was dependent 
on what her schedule with her children was. The observation however 
showed that there was more than the consideration of the children that 
could draw the subject's attention away from even the drama programmes 
that she "loved".

The news was another category of programmes that the subject said she 
liked to watch. This was consistent with the observation. In fact it was 
the only category of programme that the subject made conscious attempts 
to watch. Even though the viewings were often incomplete, at least 
there was a conscious effort to engage in them. The subject often had 
"no time" for the other programmes. She was either not at home, or she 
was otherwise engaged. Yet she made time to watch the news.

Expectations

This pattern contradicts her expressed views of the purpose which the 
medium should serve. For her, the TV should primarily be a medium of 
entertainment, and then a medium of information. The failure of the 
programmes to meet the expectation which she perceives as their intended 
goal, could also account for her frustrations with the service. This had 
been expressed in her apathy towards the medium.

"It's supposed to relax you principally, because this country
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does not have an all round the clock television [service] 
programme.
The thing does not start until about 4.00 or 5.00, so you 
have the impression that they want it to relax you after a 
hard day's job. And for somebody like me, who works all round 
the day, I do my official job, I do my bit on the side, I 
want to come back and [pause] I want to listen. In between 
I'll boil my meat. In between I'll cook my soup. In between I 
may rush to get my clothes washed. . . Yes, it should also
inform, but [it should] principally be for entertainment."

The structure of the subject's day had influenced her expectation of 
what functions she expects the medium to perform. In other words, her 
other engagements have contributed to how she expects to use the medium. 
If the programmes are principally for entertainment, then it can be 
implied, that they can easily fit into her viewing schedule as observed.

This deduction is significant in light of social norms regarding 
relaxation. As she pointed out, there is not much room, for relaxation 
in the society. This is rooted in the culture which snubs leisure.

Leisure is largely perceived as a waste of time. The identified means of 
relaxation are usually tied into other more significant activities - 
ceremonies of various sorts. Even traditional leisure activities, are 
considered to be waste of time, as there are always more profitable 
activities demanding attention. This view has been more clearly extended 
to television in this location than any other, although it is implied or 
stated in others as well, (particularly the Kola traders in, location 
2 ) .

It is not surprising then that the subject does not make a conscious 
effort to select what she would view. It is the content of the programme 
that determines if the exposure would be sustained. For example, the
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religious programme which she rejected, was not on account of what type 
of programme it was, but because of the doubts about the credibility. 
The same is true of her intolerance of the alternative healing 
programmes.

SI : You see, there is nothing that is not good. . . When they 
have their NIFEST (Nigerian Festival of Television 
Programmes), you'll discover that everybody is good.

R: How do you determine what you watch?
51: It's whatever I stumble on.

This further illustrates and explain, why she lack the motivation to 
search round stations to assess available alternatives. Further 
compounding the situation is the absence of printed TV guide that could 
have facilitated pre-viewing planning. There was also the problem with 
her set.

P e r c e i v e d  I m a g e s

Her references to TV were often reminiscences of the previous years TV 
service. These were the years when she had less responsibilities than 
those held at present (as she had earlier on described). This suggests 
that there is a correlation between pattern of TV use, and the 
responsibilities of the viewer. The responsibilities in this case appear 
to have been acquired with age. By deduction therefore, such 
responsibilities, which had a bearing on the exposure pattern, may be 
expected to affect the perceived images of what is portrayed on the 
screen. The relationship that is suggested here requires further 
investigation, as it is a process in itself, not to be seen as a linear 
equation.

In spite of her pattern of exposure, the subject had definite views
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about what is portrayed on TV. These have been highlighted in the

r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  d a i l y  v i e w i n g s .  T h e  s u b j e c t  w a s  v e r y  c o n t e m p t u o u s  o f  t h e

s o c i e t y ,  a n d  w a s  e a s i l y  p r o m p te d  b y  t h e  p r o g ra m m e s  t o  e x p r e s s  t h i s .  T h e

o b s e r v e d  e l a s t i c i t y  b e t w e e n  r e a l i t y ,  a n d  TV p o r t r a y a l s  w a s  c l a r i f i e d .

S h e  w a s  a s k e d  i f  s h e  f e l t  TV p o r t r a y e d  r e a l i t y .

" I  c a n ' t  s a y  t o t a l l y  'Y e s '  o r  'N o ' .  . . T h i s  'S t o p  t h e  A b u s e  
o f  t h e  N a i r a '  [ c a m p a ig n ]  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  t r u e ,  b u t  w h en  s o m e o n e
l i k e  -------------------    [O g u n  s t a t e  MAMSER b o s s  n am e  w i t h h e l d ]
c o m e s  t o  t h e  s c r e e n  t o  t e l l  u s  -  [ l i e s ] ,  o r  w h e n  y o u  s a y
b e c a u s e  o f  a n  a d v e r t ,  o n e  s o a p  i s  t h e  b e s t  a n d  n o  o t h e r -----
[ i s  l i k e  i t ] ,  t h a t  i s  n o t  t r u e . "

E v e n  i n  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  t h e  s u b j e c t ' s  c o n t e m p t u o u s  v ie w  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y

i s  c o n s i s t e n t .  T h e  o n l y  p ro g ra m m e  c o n c e d e d  t o  b e  " a b s o l u t e l y "  a c c u r a t e

i s  t h a t  w h ic h  h a d  e x p o s e d  t h e  c o n d e m n a b le  b e h a v i o u r  i n  s o c i e t y .  T h e

g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l  a n d  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  w e r e  c i t e d  a s  e x a m p l e s  o f  t h e

" l i e s "  o n  t e l e v i s i o n .  S h e  h a d  i d e n t i f i e d  m an y  m o re  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e

v i e w i n g .  F o r  h e r ,  TV w a s  t h u s  n o t  c r e d i b l e .

" w h e n  y o u  t e l l  u s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t ' s  n o t  t r u e ,  a n d  y o u  w a n t  u s  
t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  n o  c r e d i b i l i t y .  . . "  [ s i c ]

R : S o  how  d o  y o u  d i s t i n g u i s h  w h a t  i s  c r e d i b l e  a n d  w h a t  i s  
n o t ?

" F ro m  w h a t  w e h e a r ,  a n d  w h a t  w e s e e  o u r s e l v e s ;  s i n c e  we l i v e  
i n  t h e  s o c i e t y ,  a n d  w e a r e  p a r t  o f  t h a t  s o c i e t y ,  w e k n o w  w h a t  
i s  t r u e  a n d  w h a t  i s  f a l s e "

T h e  a b o v e  i s  a n  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  d i s s e m i n a t e d  m e s s a g e  

i s  n o t  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  r e c e i v e d .  T h o u g h  t h e  s u b j e c t  

i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  i n t e n d e d  m e s s a g e ,  s h e  r e f u s e s  t o  a c c e p t  i t ,  b e c a u s e  h e r  

e x p e r i e n c e  h a s  g i v e n  h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  w h ic h  r u n s  c o u n t e r  t o  t h a t  w h ic h  

s h e  w a s  b e i n g  a s k e d  t o  b e l i e v e .  S h e  t h u s  m a k e s  a  d i f f e r e n t  m e s s a g e  f r o m  

t h a t  w h ic h  s h e  w a s  o f f e r e d .

T h e  d a n g e r  o f  t h i s  i s  h i g h l i g h t e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  co m m e n t a b o u t  t h e
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information of such (factual) programmes.
". . . it brings us close to government, at least we hear
what they are doing."

In other words, the subject uses the television to know the declared 
agenda, even if such were to be disputed. There was still use for the 

discredited information. It served a purpose albeit, one that was 

different from that for which it was intended.

In conclusion, the subject still felt TV was relevant in society. She 
recognised the diminishing relevance of the medium in her own situation, 
because of the described personal schedule, but emphasised the benefits 
of the medium to the less privileged. This understanding differs from 
the assumptions held by the programmers. It also differs from the 
understanding of the "less privileged". [Re. comments in Locations 1, 
and 2]

"It's part of what should be in a home, more so in a society 
that is illiterate as ours. They will read the news in 
Yoruba, some person who can't read newspapers, who doesn't 
know Babangida, unless he's shown, he hears that Babangida 
has gone to Akwa Ibom. He asks 'Where is Akwa Ibom? ' He's 
told it's Calabar [the popular town in the new state]. He's 
aware. . . Even for those who can read, papers have become so 
expensive, they [papers] have been priced out of people's 
pockets. Like my driver, he said it's now that papers cost N2 
that he stopped buying . . . but he listens to the news in
his home. He has since acquired a TV for his home." [sic]
"When I have the time, it relaxes me . . . i t  keeps me
company especially when the children have gone to sleep, and 
I don't want to sleep yet, I just glue myself to the set, 
whereas, if I were reading my book, I would sleep."

The "snobbery" that was mentioned earlier, can also be seen here. For 
the subject, the television was useful; but only when there was nothing 
else to do. This is in contrast to the potential service that it could 
be to those other people, who had no other alternatives - access to
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newspapers or privileged information.

This comment, and her general attitude to the use of television is 
striking, and this is because she was selected to illustrate the social 
position, which constitutes the primary target of the television 
programmers. She did not have the time for television. She had 
alternatives. Going by her utterances, she could do well without it. If 
this is the case, it challenges the programmers to re-think their 
orientation, and their operations.
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LOCATION 9 - A LOCAL MISSION HOUSE 
Subject (SI) is well educated, with a college degree, and she is also 
widely travelled . She is a hospital administrator, and is aged about 
40+. The husband (H), is the principal of a Theological Institute. The 
couple have two young children, aged 6, and 8 years. The younger (B), is 
a boy, while the 8-year-old, (G) is a girl. They were both in primary 
school.

The family lived on the premises of the residential college. As a 
result, there was usually a number of staff, and students visiting their 
home at different times, for different reasons. The home is typical of
that of a missionary, or a parsonage.

The home was comfortably furnished. The sitting/dinning was adjacent to
the kitchen. The kitchen was however completely detached from the main
building, connected by a short corridor, as is typical of older designs. 
This meant a person in the kitchen, was out of earshot of whatever was 
going on in the sitting room.

On the other side of the sitting /dinning area, was the living quarters. 
This again was completely cut off from the sitting area. The only room 
which opened directly into the sitting room, suid was close enough to the 
sitting room was the study /office. Even this was out of earshot, 
especially when the air - conditioner was in use there. The walls in 
this structure were remarkably thick. These structural details have been 
noted because they had been seen to affect the viewing in some other 
some locations. The location is a multi-set home. There are two colour 
sets in the home, as well as a video player. One of the sets was in the 
sitting room, and the other set, and the video player were in the
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parents' bedroom. This illustrates the level of media presence, and of 
the alternative technology.

There were 4 stations received in this home. In tuning the aerial, a 
decision had to be made to have the 3 NTA channels in Lagos, or to have 
OGTV and loose Channel 5. The family opted for NTA 2 channel 5. Thus, 
they received, NTA channels 5, 7, and 10. In addition, they also
received LTV, another Lagos state based station. This meant that they 
did not have any of the stations originating from the Ogun state, in 
which they lived.

Day 1
The sitting room was deserted when the researcher arrived. The children 
were out of the home at the time. Subject was busy indoors. The husband 
had gone out of the college premises to fetch water. The family 
converged at about 7.00 p.m. The children had their supper. They sat at 
the dinning table, which was within viewing range. They sat in a way 
that both of them could see what was on the television that they had 
switched on.

The parents did not get a chance to sit down, as H had official matters 
to attend to. 31, had been in the kitchen, until she had to attend to 
some neighbours who came visiting. This neighbour had accompanied her 
husband, whom H was attending to in the study. The women remained in the 
sitting room, and 31 entertained the "guest". The TV had been switched 
on by the children at this time. The women were thus sitting before a 
functional set.

When the TV was switched on, it was tuned to NTA, channel 10. The early
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e v e n i n g  n e w s  w a s  o n  a t  t h e  t i m e .  B w as  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s ,  n e i t h e r  

w a s  G , t h e r e  w a s  n o  a r g u m e n t  a s  B s e l e c t e d  LTV, t o  w a t c h  a  c o m e d y  i n  

p i d g i n  E n g l i s h  -  C om edy J u n c t i o n .  T h e  p ro g ra m m e  w a s  i d e n t i f i e d  b y  t h e  

m a in  a c t o r  i n  i t  ( U n c le  J o e ) ,  a n d  n o t  t h e  t i t l e .

B ' s  v i e w i n g  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  t h e y  h a d  f i n i s h e d  t h e  m e a l ,  w a s  u n h i n d e r e d . 

T h i s  w a s  n o t  s o  w i t h  G w ho r a n  e r r a n d s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e  i t  w a s  G , w ho h a d  

t o  a s s e m b l e  t h e  c h i c k e n s  i n  t h e i r  p e n .

W h i l s t  t h e y  w e r e  h a v i n g  t h e i r  m e a l ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  v i e w e d  o v e r  t h e i r  

m o t h e r ' s  s h o u l d e r s ,  a n d  t h e y  t u r n e d  u p  t h e  v o lu m e ,  t o  " d r o w n "  t h e  

c o n v e r s a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  m o th e r  a n d  t h e  g u e s t . T h i s  w a s  b e c a u s e  b e i n g  a t  

t a b l e ,  t h e y  w e r e  f u r t h e r  aw ay  f ro m  t h e  s e t ,  t h a n  t h e  a d u l t s ,  w ho w e r e  

i n  t h e  s i t t i n g  ro o m , r i g h t  b e f o r e  t h e  s e t ,  b u t  t a k i n g  n o  i n t e r e s t  i n  i t .  

T h e  c h i l d r e n  h a d  t h e  r e m o t e  c o n t r o l .

I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e i r  l o c a t i o n ,  t h e  a d u l t s  d i d  n o t  s h o w  t h e  s a m e  k i n d  o f  

i n t e r e s t  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  s h o w e d . T h e y  h a d  o t h e r  p r i o r i t i e s .  T h e y  d i d  

n o t  e v e n  g l a n c e  a t  t h e  s e t ,  a s  t h e  p r o g ra m m e ,  a n d  v a r i o u s  a d v e r t s  w e r e  

s h o w n . T h e y  w e r e  e n g r o s s e d  i n  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  o r g a n i s i n g  so m e  

a s s o c i a t i o n  ( o f  m i n i s t e r s '  w i v e s ) ,  a n d  s o  o n .  T h e y  s p o k e  i n  h u s h e d  t o n e s  

w h i l e  t h e  TV b l a r e d  i n  f r o n t  o f  th e m .

T h i s  t r e n d  c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  t h e  p ro g ra m m e  T o l l y  b a b y  s h o w  c a m e  o n .  I t  w a s  

t h i s  p r o g r a m m e  w h i c h  a t t r a c t e d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  w o m e n . T h e  

a t t r a c t i o n ,  t h e r e  w a s  t h e  p r e s e n t e r  -  s h e  h a d  b e c o m e  f a m i l i a r  b e c a u s e  o f  

t h e  r o l e  s h e  h a d  p l a y e d  i n  a  d i s c o n t i n u e d  d r a m a .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  s h e  h a d  n o t  

b e e n  s e e n  f o r  so m e t i m e ,  a n d  s i g h t i n g  h e r ,  e v o k e d  so m e  n o s t a l g i a  i n  t h e  

s u b j e c t s .  S h e  w as  r e f e r r e d  t o  b y  h e r  s t a g e  n a m e . T h e  w om en m a r v e l l e d  a t
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how young she still looked. The character had also been subject's 
contemporary in school. This was an added explanation for the 
fascination.

Although the programme had attracted their interest, the subjects did 
not watch the programme consciously. Their interest had not been 
sustained. The women only noted specific points, and continued their 
conversation. There was no direct comment about the performance either.

This changed when H came out into the living room. He commented on the 
presentation. He was impressed by how natural the presenter was. He 
compared her with another presenter, whose accent he ridiculed, because 
he recognised it as being false.

H: You see, the person presenting this programme is better
than my good friend, who [mimics the falsetto, and 
childlike accent] I mean, this is Ibidun Allison, she's 
so natural, [describing the other presenter] The person 
who used to present the 7UP children's show on Sundays. .
. She used to read the news. She started reading the 
news, and she used to make me sick, because she looked 
like eh -

SI : In fact she looked like a doll.
H: She's a grand pretence I mean when it comes to it,
SI : Yees!

Unlike the women, H, had identified the presenter by her real name. He 
had also been more concerned with her performance than her looks. 
Another interesting point in his observation, was the response to the 
presenter, and how this affected his disposition while receiving the 
programme.

After the above analysis, the interest in the programme grew. It began
as an attempt to confirm the assessment. Thereafter, the various
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elements in the programme became more engaging, like the parade, and the 
drama sketch. At this point, the programme came into the centre of the 
group's discussions. Though they digressed, they still came back to the 
programme.

SI : "Aboseldehyde", what a name?
Guest: It must be an Anglicised name, you know our people and 

the funny mentality.
SI : But it's an awkward name to pronounce.
H: It reminds me of this word; when I first got to America.

P.O.P.E.Y.E.
SI : That's the first prize
Guest: Oh, they usually give them a good deal, N100, towels 

all the products.

SI: Isn't this baby cute! She resembles the mother. The 
mother had taken good care of her, even better care than 
she has taken of herself.

H: I prefer this type of programme to network news. I am
sick of the 9 o' clock news.

SI : What can N100 buy?
Guest : But the products themselves are worth N100.
Guest: The little girl's mother is simple.
S1: Yes she is. The little boy too is natural.

The above is an example of the comments which the programme evoked. Each 
of the above led to digressions, further expounding the the varying 
lines of attention that each viewer had taken from the programme.

As soon as the programme ended, the guest went home, not even waiting 
for the closing credits. (Her husband had left earlier, at the time H 
joined in the viewing.)
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At the end of the programme, the family also mentally switched off the 
set, although it was still on. The parents were engaged with domestic 
responsibilities. It was G who debated what should be watched. There was 
"nothing" to watch, because, the NTA network was showing Newsweek, a 
news programme, and the other receivable station LTV, was showing it's 
World news. Newsweek was selected, but it was not watched. It was only 
left as ambience, whilst SI and G traced the family history. This was 
interrupted by the arrival of another guest.

The guest was another neighbour who had come to narrate her plight. She 
attracted the attention of the family at this time. Even after she had
left, the subjects were left to appraise the problem. In addition, they
discussed the other events of the day. These were such important matters 
that they turned down the volume of the TV. The TV then was a 
distraction. This was the trend that led up to the network news.

Besides the fact that the issues they were discussing were important, H 
had earlier expressed his negative attitude to the network news. It was 
not surprising that in comparison, the news was of less priority. It was 
only attended grudgingly. The following was H's comments as he turned 
his focus on the news.

H: The reason why I don't like network news, you know why?
Y ou w i l l  s e e  i t  n o w .

You will see the faces of the president, maybe that will 
take 3 to 5 minutes. May be the Vice president, as God 
will have it, he has gone to Kano now. And then they will 
talk about Mariam Babangida [the president's wife]. Then 
every other thing is seminar - this one was making a 
speech; "and during a launching"; a dinner this thing for 
a visiting this kind; [sic] So in all, the news, the 
really newsy items are out.
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S I  w a s  i n  c o m p l e t e  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  a b o v e  c o m m e n t. F o r  th e m ,  t h e  n e w s  

a s  i t  w a s  p r e s e n t e d ,  w as  n o t  " r e a l l y  n e w s y " .  F o r  t h e s e  s u b j e c t s ,  t h e  

r e a l  n e w s  w o u ld  b e  s u c h  s t o r i e s  t h a t  w o u ld  m a k e  th e m  m o re  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  

a b o u t  t h e i r  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  k n o w in g  how  v a s t  N i g e r i a  i s .

T h e  c o m m e n t e x p l a i n e d  t h e  a t t i t u d e  w h ic h  u n d e r l i n e d  t h e  o b s e r v e d  p a t t e r n  

w i t h i n  t h e  n e w s .  I t  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  a t t i t u d i n a l  b a r r i e r s  t h a t  t h e  n e w s  

w a s  u p  a g a i n s t .

S u b j e c t s  p a u s e d  t o  h e a r  t h e  h e a d l i n e s  o f  t h e  n e w s .  R i g h t  e n o u g h ,  t h e  

l e a d  i t e m  w a s  a b o u t  t h e  p r e s i d e n t .  T h e  r e a c t i o n  w as  o n e  o f  -  " I  t o l d  y o u  

s o "

H: T h a t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  p e r s o n  y o u ' l l  a l w a y s  s e e . !

T h e  s u b j e c t  w a s  v e r y  c o r r e c t  i n  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  p a t t e r n .  T h e  i t e m  

w h i c h  f o l l o w e d  t h a t  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  w a s  o n e  f e a t u r i n g  t h e  V i c e  

P r e s i d e n t  a n d  s o  o n .

D e s p i t e  t h e i r  o b j e c t i o n s ,  t h e  c o u p l e  s t i l l  w a tc h e d  t h e  n e w s .  H i n c r e a s e d  

t h e  v o lu m e  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e  m a in  n e w s  w a s  b e i n g  r e a d .  T h e  s t o r y  w a s  a b o u t  

t h e  d e c o r a t i o n  o f  so m e  m e m b e rs  o f  a  s o c i a l  c l u b  i n  L a g o s ,  a t  w h ic h  t h e  

p r e s i d e n t  w a s  p r e s e n t .  T h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  s t o r y  b u t t r e s s e d  h i s  

o b s e r v a t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  n e w s .

H: I  d o n ' t  s e e  t h e  r e l e v a n c e  o f  t h e  I s l a n d  C lu b  t o  t h e
s o c i e t y .

T h e  s u b j e c t  f e l t  t h a t  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  c l u b  w a s  f o r  t h e  c r e a m  

o f  t h e  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  e v e n t  w a s  s t i l l  a  p r i v a t e  f u n c t i o n ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  h e  

f a i l e d  t o  s e e  t h e  r e l e v a n c e  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  f e a t u r e d  a s  t h e
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lead story for the day.

At this time, SI got the children ready for bed, and thereafter, she 
served the dinner. She thus abandoned the viewing. H who was sitting 
before the TV at this time, was no longer attentive to the reports. 
Instead, he engaged the researcher in a conversation, and he again 
reduced the volume coming from the set.

In the course of the conversation, H identified the alternative avenues 
of information which he used. The BBC external service was identified as 
the source of reliable information about events in Nigeria. Other 
sources which the subjects relied on were personal contacts - eye 
witnesses. Subject happened to have one of such reports. He had personal 
accounts of the religious riots which had occurred in Bauchi. This story 
had been blacked out of the national network news, in spite of the 
magnitude of the crisis. [Re. Report on Location 8] He was expecting to 
get a video coverage of the incidents. He was so convinced of the 
"irrelevance" of what was paraded as the news, especially in the light 
of those events that are ignored. The result of this is what he 
described.

"The Bauchi games were disrupted as a result of that 
[crisis]. Nobody says anything. They only showed us yesterday 
the closing ceremony of the thing [games]. The thing was so 
badly disrupted. If they could bring pictures from Bauchi, of 
the games, they could as well bring us pictures of what 
happened. So, they make us feel apathetic to watching 
television because 30 minutes of BBC news focus on Africa, 
will give me more than I can ever get on the television on 
the local network. What I get is a look at this man reading 
130% or 200% profit - It's meaningless to me. "

The item referred to in the last sentence was the reports of companies' 
annual general meetings. This comment illustrates the real meaning of 
the responses that "nothing really" is what is seen on television news.
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T h e  u s e  o f  v a g u e  w o rd s  l i k e  " n o t h i n g " ,  " e v e r y b o d y " ,  " s o m e b o d y " ,  a n d  i n  

t h i s  c a s e  " m e a n i n g l e s s " ,  w h ic h  w e r e  p r o m i n e n t  i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  a s s e s s m e n t s  

o f  t h e  n e w s ,  b y  t h e  v a r i o u s  s u b j e c t s  c a n  b e  s e e n  a s  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  

v i e w e r s  s c a l e  o f  p r i o r i t y  -  t h e  v a l u e  o f  w h a t  t h e y  p e r c e i v e d .

T h e  n e w s  w a s  c o m p l e t e l y  i g n o r e d ,  a s  H f u r t h e r  c h o s e  t o  d e s c r i b e  h i s  

v i e w i n g  a t t i t u d e s .

TV p r e a c h e r s  d i d  n o t  a p p e a l  t o  h im ,  b e c a u s e  h e  s a w  th e m  a s  b e i n g  

" m a n i p u l a t i v e " . T h e  p e r s o n a l  p a i d  a n n o u n c e m e n t s  i n  h i s  o p i n i o n  w e r e  f u l l  

o f  o b i t u a r i e s ,  " .  . .T h e y  n e v e r  a n n o u n c e  w e d d i n g s " .  I n  a l l ,  c o m e d ie s

w e r e  t h e  o n l y  p ro g ra m m e s  w h ic h  t h e  s u b j e c t  f o u n d  a p p e a l i n g .  T h e r e  w a s  a  

f a s c i n a t i n g  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s .

" T h e r e ' s  n o t  e n o u g h  t i m e  d e v o t e d  t o  l a u g h i n g  i n  my l i f e ,  a n d
I  w o n d e r ,  n e e d  l i f e  b e  s o  s e r i o u s ? "

F o r  a  s i m i l a r  r e a s o n  s u b j e c t  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  d r a m a s .  H i s  

w i f e ,  S I h a d  b e e n  a  m a jo r  i n f l u e n c e  i n  h i s  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  t h i s  i n t e r e s t .  

I t  w a s  a  k e e n  i n t e r e s t  w h ic h  s h e  h a d ,  b u t  w h ic h  t h e y  now  s h a r e .

A l t h o u g h  h e  w a s  n o t  v i e w i n g  i t  c o n s c i o u s l y ,  H, w as  m i n d f u l  o f  w h a t  w a s  

c o m i n g  f r o m  t h e  t e l e v i s i o n .  A f t e r  t h e  n e w s ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  

" M e t a p h y s i c i a n ' s "  p r o g ra m m e . He e x p l a i n e d  w hy s u c h  a  p ro g ra m m e  w o u ld  n o t  

i n t e r e s t  h im .

H: I  d o n ' t  w a tc h  p r o g ra m m e s  l i k e  t h i s .  Y ou s e e  p r o g ra m m e s  
s u c h  a s  t h i s ,  I  d o n ' t  know  i f  i t ' s  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o n e ,  
b u t  t h e r e  i s  o n e  t h a t  i s  p a i d ,  p a i d  p r o g ra m m e ;  w h e r e  t h e y  
s a y ,  I  g u e s s  t h e y  c l a i m  t h e y  h a v e  p o w e r s ,  t h e y  h a v e  
c h a r m s ,  a n d  s o  o n .  I  f i n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  w a n t  t o  a c c e p t  
t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  s u c h  p r o g ra m m e s  i n  t h a t  t h e y  p a i d  f o r  th e m  
s o ,  t h e y  c a n  h a v e  t h e i r  ow n a i r t i m e .  O t h e r w i s e ,  t h e  v a l u e  
i s  n o t  t h a t  g o o d  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  c l a i m s  a r e  e x c l u s i v e  t o  
th e m ,  t h e y  w a n t  p e o p l e  t o  co m e t o  th e m ,  a n d  I  t h i n k  i t ' s  a  
b i g  l i e .  . . Why m u s t  y o u  t a k e  [ b u y ]  a  p r o g ra m m e ?  I t ' s
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l i k e  a  d o c t o r  s a y s  y o u  c a n  o n l y  co m e  t o  m e . B u t  i t ' s  t h e  
s o c i e t y ' s  p r o b l e m  t o o .  A p e r s o n  f e e l s  " I  a l o n e  c a n  d o  i t  
a l l " .

In this situation it is the credibility of the programmes that is being 
challenged. His basic reason for this is not the impossibility of the 
claim, but the claimants assertion of exclusivity. This sort of
"exaggeration" coupled with the fact that the coverage was not earned
but bought, were reasons for his distrusting the programme. It was thus
ignored as the couple sat down to their meal.

T h e  s i l e n c e  w h ic h  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  m e a l  t i m e s  m e a n t  t h a t  t h e  r e j e c t e d  

p ro g ra m m e  b e c a m e  a n  i n s i s t e n t  i n t r u d e r  i n  t h e  h o m e . T h e  TV h a d  b e e n  l e f t  

o n ,  s o  t h o u g h  t h e  p r o g ra m m e  w a s  r e j e c t e d ,  i t s  p r e s e n c e  w a s  s t i l l  f e l t .

After the meal (the time was about 10.00 p.m.) the family returned to 
the sitting room. Before long, a conversation had evolved from a remark 
that was made in the programme. This was a comment about resigning to 
fate, God's will. The subjects had thus become participants in a 
programme which they had earlier on rejected.

At the end of the debate, their attitude to the programme was not one of
definite rejection as earlier on. They had become more tolerant.

SI: I like to listen to them, but I can't share their
theology.

H: . . .You will find it has some ring of truth in it, but
it's so hollow. And the problem with Christiauis is that 
they tend to subscribe to some of these things. It comes 
from living with different people.

The inattentive viewing continued especially as the couple's guest, (S3) 
had not retired to her quarters. They were thus opportuned to see the
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promotion of the programme schedule. They were attentive to this, unlike 
the government programme which preceded it. SI noted the time for one of 
her favourite drama programmes - The Third Eye. This was the only 
programme which she showed any interest in, although there were other 
dramas.

The explanation which she gave for this was that it was the only 
programme which was scheduled at a convenient time. The programme was 
scheduled for 10.00 p.m. on Saturday. She explained that earlier time 
slots (8.00 -10.00 p.m.) were not suitable for several reasons, which 
had even been observed earlier on. There was the domestic schedule, as 
well as the flow of guests. These proved to be distractions, As a result 
she had resorted to ignoring the programmes which came on at the time, 
rather than be disappointed by her inability to concentrate on them.

SI made a note to herself, to watch the programme on the Saturday.

Observation ended at about 11.00 p.m. and subjects were still alert. It 
is not certain if viewing continued in the living room, or in the 

bedroom, when the subjects retired.

Day 2

The house was empty till about 7.00 p.m.

SI and H, along with other neighbours were busy all evening looking 
after one of the neighbours who was about to deliver. The neighbours 
husband was away from home on an official assignment, so it had become 
H's responsibility to take the woman to the hospital. SI on her part, 
was responsible for organising the other women, to help with the care of
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the woman at the hospital, and also that of the children who were to be 
left at home.

Having done all these, SI returned home at about 7.00 p.m., and went 
straight to the kitchen to prepare the family's supper. The children 
were free to watch the television. Their choice was not supervised. But 
they did not really watch the programme that was on. They were too 
excited as a result of the expected baby.

The family was able to settle to their supper at about 8.30 p.m. The 
comedy. New Masquerade was on at this time, but it was not watched at 
all. The family was seated at the table, and their conversation had an 
entirely different focus.

The sitting arrangement at the table was interesting. It was only SI who 
sat with her back to the set. The children sat at opposite ends of the 
table, so that they could be in view of the television. Their father, 
(H) sat facing the set, and the entrance to the house. Because SI 
preferred to sit facing her husband, she sat, backing the set.

This was the same arrangement which was maintained throughout the 
observation period. It was acknowledged to be the regular sitting 
arrangement in the home. Although nobody was interested in the 
television on this particular night, the sitting arrangement had 
implications on Si's viewing on other days.

The table was cleared at about 8.55 p.m. just about the time the 
programme ended. This confirmed subject's description of her daily 
schedule, and her TV consumption pattern. However although the subject
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h a d  h e l p  w i t h  t h e  w a s h i n g  u p  o n  t h i s  e v e n i n g ,  s h e  d i d  n o t  s p e n d  t h e  f r e e  

t i m e  w a t c h i n g  t e l e v i s i o n .  T h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r  c h o r e s  t h a t  s h e  e n g a g e d  i n .  

A t  a  p o i n t  s h e  w e n t  i n d o o r s  w i t h  H. T h e y  h a d  so m e  m a t t e r s  t o  d i s c u s s .  

T h e y  b o t h  m i s s e d  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  b r e a k  t h a t  p r e c e d e d  t h e  n e w s .

When they emerged, they settled down in front of the set. They were just 
in time for the network news. In fact it seemed that they had come to 
watch the news. But this was not so. They continued their conversation, 
and were soon caught up with the arrangements for the new mother and 
other pastoral concerns. When they ceased their focus on these, H 
engaged the researcher in a conversation on the teaching auid use of the 
Yoruba language for the news. As with Si's father in location 10, he was 
critical of the news translations. The criticisms revolved around the 
inequivalence of the news translations - use of hyperboles, there was 
also the problems of verbosity and excessive use of flowery statements 
which they found boring. Besides these affected the accuracy of the
translations.

T h e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  i m p l y  t h a t  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  n e w s  g a t h e r i n g  a n d  

p r o d u c t i o n  i n  Y o r u b a ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  r e l y i n g  o n  t r a n s l a t i o n s .  W h a t i s  m o r e ,  

i s  t h a t  i t  r a i s e s  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a  j o u r n a l i s t i c  t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h e  

t r a n s l a t o r s .  I t  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  j o u r n a l i s m  

p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  v e r n a c u l a r .

With all of these, the subjects had ignored the first two segments of 
the news. The news item about an innovation in the automobile
engineering field, discovered by an obscure citizen was what kindled H's
interest in the news. Thereafter, there was the 7UP advert. It was the
follow up to the "What's the difference?" advert which had been running
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for a couple of weeks. The new campaign was still featuring Fido Fedo, 
and it was answering the question posed in an earlier campaign. 7UP was 
the difference. H noted that he was now aware of what the difference is.

In the meantime, SI was busy with the children's home work. The slowness 
of the daughter in answering some questions was a source of aggravation.

The other news item which attracted H's attention was a foreign news 
story. It was about the natural disasters in Bangladesh and a province 
in the Soviet Union. In one case it was a cyclone, and it was an 
earthquake in another. H had heard of the stories on the radio, and was 
aware of the details. As a result he was interested in the story, 
particularly the pictures.

He felt they were stories, to which his family should be attentive, so 
he called their attention to the stories. He ran a brief commentary to 
the pictures, giving the background to the problem. He had merely taken 
the visuals, and had substituted the news report with his own 
commentary. The situation had earlier been described as "very sad".

The subject's analysis of the problem dominated the remainder of the 
news. H compared the situation in Bangladesh with a hypothetical replica 
of the situation in Nigeria. He contrasted the perceived values of the 
people in the real situation, which resulted in the survival of 3 
million people, with those values which he recognised in the Nigerian 
society.

A l t h o u g h  t h e  n e w s  i t e m s  h a d  o b v i o u s  l i n k  w i t h  N i g e r i a ,  a n d  N i g e r i a  i s  

n o t  k n o w n  t o  s t a n d  t h e  r i s k  o f  h a v i n g  s u c h  p r o b l e m s ,  t h e  s u b j e c t ' s
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reading was still such, that made a connection. The event, was 
personalised, and Nigeria was discredited. In his conclusion, he gave 
credit to the "white-men" who would painstakingly study nature, to the 
point that they could predict, and prepare for the eventualities of such 
disasters. He admired the survivors, for the discipline of self-denial, 
for leaving all they have to escape the calamity. He compared this to 
what he expected to find in Nigerians whom he assessed as being self- 
indulging even in the face of death. In all, he acknowledged the 
superiority of the other cultures over his own.

His reasoning was buttressed by the nature watch programme which came 
right after the news. SI was absent most of this time, because after she 
had finished checking their homework, she had taken the children to bed. 
On her return, she did not contribute much. She listened to her 
husband's analysis of the superiority of the Western culture. She did 
not dispute this. Instead they drew examples of their experience of 
living in the United States, and the U. K. to illustrate their points.

Although the report had been about a calamity in another part of the 
world, the subjects' negotiation of it, still left those societies in a 
positive image. Their own society, Nigeria, which had no apparent 
business with the report was still seen in the negative light.

The nature watch programme gave way to a discussion on the network 
service. It had apparently been used as a filler. The subjects were not 
interested in the programme. H picked up the remote control and turned 
down the volume. He had not done this with the nature programme, 
although he had not been watching it attentively. The time was about 
10.30 p.m. Subjects were looking tired. It seemed they were up waiting
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for the researcher's sake. Observation ended at this time.

Day 3

It was the first day in May, and so it was a public holiday in 
commemoration of workers day. S1 had seized the opportunity to travel to 
Lagos for some major shopping since she was not going to work. She 
returned late in the afternoon. There was thus no observation until the 
early evening although transmission had begun earlier on in the day.

At the time observation began, subject was busy helping her daughter 
with her homework. The TV was left on in the background. There was a 
live bcuid on air. It was the police band noted for it's mellow type of 
music; usually old tunes. The station in view was LTV.

S u b j e c t  w a s  u p s e t  b y  a  m in o r  a c c i d e n t  t h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d  i n  t h e  h o m e . 

S h e  h a d  b r o k e n  a  b o t t l e  o f  v e r y  e x p e n s i v e  m e d i c i n e  w h i c h  s h e  h a d  o n l y  

j u s t  b o u g h t  f o r  t h e  F i r s t  A id  b o x .  T o  c o m p o u n d  h e r  a g g r a v a t i o n ,  h e r  

d a u g h t e r  w a s  b e i n g  s l o w  w i t h  h e r  w o r k .  S h e  w a s  n o t  e n t i c e d  b y  t h e  

p r o g ra m m e  w h ic h  h e r  h u s b a n d  f o u n d  f a s c i n a t i n g .

H: T h i s  c a n  p a s s  f o r  m u s i c  f o r  o n e ' s  l i s t e n i n g  p l e a s u r e .

His interest was not sustained. He had to attend to other matters, and 
so he had to abandon the television.

As soon as the home work was done, the daughter was asked to lay the the 
table. The son had no responsibilities. Even as she lay the table, G who 
had been crying was immediately consoled by the programmes she expected 
on television.
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She knew what programme was on which channel, and she switched to 
Channel 10 in anticipation of the drama. The Young Ones. When the mother 
returned from the kitchen, she insisted that the homework must be 
finished if G was "to watch any television". The programme had not begun 
yet. There was a health discussion programme on at the time. This did 
not interest any of them.

T h e  c h i l d r e n  h u r r i e d  t o  f i n i s h  t h e i r  h o m e w o rk , a n d  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  

e x e r c i s e  t h a t  t h e  m o t h e r  h a d  g i v e n  th e m .  T h e  m o t h e r  w a s  n o t  f r e e  t o  

w a tc h  e i t h e r ,  a s  s h e  h a d  t o  s u p e r v i s e  th e m ,  a n d  a l s o  k e e p  a n  e y e  o n  h e r  

c o o k i n g .

Already, G was being prepared, just like the young girls observed in 
other locations, for a time use pattern similar to her mother's. The 
training can be seen to shape her access to viewing.

While she was waiting for the children to finish their work, SI had 
switched the TV back to LTV. This had been an act of rejecting the 
discussion programme, which was focused on the problem of hard drugs. It 
was not that she planned to watch the alternative programme which in 
this case was the news at 8. This programme was just left on, while the 
subject went back to the kitchen to continue her cooking.

The meal was served at about 8.30 p.m. just as the anticipated programme 
began. Again the subject was the only member of the family who was 
backing the set. The children were mindful of the programme but they 
soon found other points of interest in their parents conversation.

S1 was very quiet. She later explained that she was tired. The meal time
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conversation had no bearing with the TV programme. It focused on sharing

the day's experiences. H dominated the conversation. He was also the
first to comment ôübout an advert which he had seen on the television. It
was the advertisement of a massage parlour.

H: This has become an exclusive preserve of the rich. Not 
that the middle class won't be interested, but I figure 
it's expensive.

The advert had shown the various gadgets which were available in the 
health farm. It also demonstrated some of the expertise which the health 
farm offered. There was no expressed indication to the cost, or the sort 
of clientele that was being solicited. It is thus interesting, that this 
was what H could read from the message.

Due to her experience, SI was able to come to a different conclusion,
even though they were agreed on the exclusivity of the club.

51: It's not that expensive. Initially when you join these 
health farms, you make contributions. It's like joining a 
club, so if you use it more often, you will get your 
money's worth. . ."

At the end of the day, the usefulness of the club was not disputed. 51 
shared her experience of the health farms that she had used. This 
conversation only tapered out, as a documentary tracing the various 
communities living along the banks of the Niger river was shown. The 
programme was captivating.

It turned out that this was because it evoked reminiscences of H's 
childhood. H had also grown up, along the banks of the Niger river. The 
programme thus provided another topic of discussion, as H shared his 
experiences as a little boy. He was participating in the programme as he 
did this, identifying those features that he recognised therein.
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T h e  p r o g ra m m e  h a d  n o t  b e e n  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  R i v e r  N i g e r  

i n  N i g e r i a .  I t  h a d  t r a c e d  i t ' s  c o u r s e  f r o m  S e n e g a l  t h r o u g h  o t h e r  

n e i g h b o u r i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  a n d  t h e n  i n t o  N i g e r i a .  E v e n  t h e n ,  s u b j e c t  w a s

a b l e  t o  f i n d  f e a t u r e s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  w h ic h  h e  h a d  e x p e r i e n c e d .

H i s  f i r s t  h a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  w i l d l i f e  t h a t  w a s  b e i n g  f e a t u r e d  m a d e  

t h e  v i e w i n g  m o re  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  a n d  t h e  p r o g ra m m e  m o re  c a p t i v a t i n g .  On 

t h i s  o c c a s i o n ,  h i s  a n a l y s i s  w a s  n o t  d e r o g a t o r y  t o  N i g e r i a .  I n  f a c t  i t

w a s  n o t  d e r o g a t o r y  a t  a l l .  He s i m p l y  r e v e l l e d  i n  t h e  m e m o r ie s  o f  h i s

c h i l d h o o d .

T h e  t r e n d  c o n t i n u e d  t i l l  t h e  p ro g ra m m e  w a s  c o n c l u d e d .  O b s e r v a t i o n  e n d e d  

a f t e r  1 1 . 0 0  p .m .

Day 4

By e a r l y  e v e n i n g  t h e  h o u s e  w a s  b u z z i n g  w i t h  a c t i v i t y .  T h e  s u b j e c t  w a s  i n  

t h e  k i t c h e n .  S e v e r a l  w om en k e p t  c o m in g  i n  t o  t h e  h o u s e .  T h e y  h a d  b e e n  

a t t e n d i n g  a  n a m in g  c e r e m o n y  i n  a n o t h e r  h o u s e ,  a n d  s e i z e d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  

t o  " p a y  h o m a g e "  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  w h o s e  s t a f f  h a d  b e e n  b l e s s e d  w i t h  a  

c h i l d .

B e s i d e s  t h e  i n f l u x  o f  t h e s e  v i s i t o r s ,  s u b j e c t  h a d  h o u s e  g u e s t s ;  a n o t h e r  

m i n i s t e r ' s  w i f e ,  a n d  h e r  b a b y .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  f o c u s e d  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  o n  

t h e  b a b y  a s  i f  i t  w e r e  a  new  t o y .  T h e y  i g n o r e d  t h e  TV i n c l u d i n g  o n e  o f  

t h e  ( c h i l d r e n ' s )  p r o g r a m m e s  ( S t o r y l a n d )  w h i c h  h a d  r e c e i v e d  m u c h  

c l a m o u r i n g  e a r l i e r  o n  i n  t h e  w e e k .

S I h a d  j u s t  s e t t l e d  dow n  i n  t h e  s i t t i n g  ro o m  f o r  a  s h o r t  w h i l e ,  w h e n  s h e
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received another guest. This guest was not dropping in, as were the 
others. It was a planned, (deliberate) visit to express her gratitude 
for some kindness shown to her. SI had to entertain her. The television 
was ignored in all of these, although it was on.

The trend continued throughout the 7 o'clock (early evening) news on 
Channel 10. The only story which attracted any attention was an obituary 
item. As soon as the identity of the deceased had been estcd)lished and 
it was not a familiar person to any of them, the trend continued again. 
Without much ado, the group returned to their deliberations.

The lead item in the Yoruba translation of the news captured the
interest of the group. The same story when read in English, had not
evoked the same response. It was about the activities of the Federal
Road Safety corps. The item diverted the focus of their conversation.
Without commenting on the gist of the story itself, the women discussed
the issue of safety on the roads. Their discussion painted the Road
Safety officials in a good image. This was based on their personal
encounters with them.

"They are very effective. They are feared. I travel a lot on 
Sagamu [to] Benin, all over, and the difference is there even 
though you may not see them. I like them, I can contribute to 
them if they ask for assistance."
"They are really doing a good job, [road] accidents have 
reduced."

These comments had been evoked from a news item which had not made any 
mention of the performance of the Corps. Of their own volition, the 
viewers had brought up these positive views of the service. The 
discussion had been on the unexpected incorruptible nature of the 
officers. One of the women had even made reference to the fall in road
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t r a f f i c  a c c i d e n t s ,  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  a n y  s t a t i s t i c s ,  o t h e r  t h a n  h e r  ow n 

p e r s o n a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s .

T h e s e  r e a c t i o n s  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  r e s p o n s e s ,  ( o r  l a c k  o f  s u c h )  t o  

i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h o s e  o t h e r  g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s  w h ic h  a r e  i n  f a c t  

p r e s e n t e d  i n  a  w ay  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  w o r k i n g .  T h e  k e y  t o  

c o m m u n ic a t i n g  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  w h a t  i s  s a i d  i n  t h e  n e w s  b u t  w h a t  t h e  

v i e w e r s  c a n  b r i n g  o u t ,  b a s e d  o n  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  s u c h  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t s .  T h i s  c o n f i r m s  t h a t  v i e w e r s  a r e  n o t  m i n d l e s s  a s  e a r l i e r  

t h e o r i e s  h a d  s u g g e s t e d .  T h e y  a r e  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  i n  t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n  o f  

m e a n in g .  T h i s  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p o i n t  t h a t  P u b l i c  R e l a t i o n s  t e a m s  h a v e  t o  

b e  a w a r e  o f  i f  t h e y  a r e  t o  s u c c e e d .

A t t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  a n o t h e r  g u e s t ,  H l e f t  t h e  tw o  w om en a t  t h e  s e t ,  auid

w e n t  i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e .  S I w a s  s t i l l  a w a y  i n  t h e  k i t c h e n .  T h o u g h  t h e s e  

g u e s t s  c o u l d  w a tc h  TV u n i n t e r r u p t e d  h e r e ,  i t  w o u ld  f o l l o w  t h a t  h a d  t h e y  

b e e n  t h e  o n e s  e n t e r t a i n i n g  t h e y  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  h a d  t h a t  o p p o r t u n i t y .  

T h i s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t s  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y  m ay a l s o  b e  i n  a  b e t t e r  

p o s i t i o n  t o  v ie w  w h a t  i s  o n ,  w h e n  t h e y  a r e  a l s o  v i s i t i n g .  T h i s  

s u g g e s t i o n  i s  a c t u a l l y  c o n f i r m e d  b y  a n o t h e r  s u b j e c t  ( i n  l o c a t i o n  8 ) ,  w ho 

w a s  a l w a y s  b u s y  a t  h o m e , b u t  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  c o n v e r s a t i o n  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  

s h e  i s  m o r e  a b l e  t o  w a tc h  w h e n  v i s i t i n g  p l a c e s  w h e r e  s e t s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .

T h e  v i s i t o r s  i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  g i v e  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  w h a t  k i n d  o f  v i e w i n g  

t o  b e  e x p e c t e d  i n  s u c h  s i t u a t i o n s .  T h o u g h  t h e y  h a d  t h e  " f r e e d o m "  t o

w a t c h ,  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w e r e  tw o  o f  th e m ,  t h e y  r a t h e r  e n g a g e d  i n  a

c o n v e r s a t i o n .  T h i s  w a s  a  m o r e  a c c e p t a b l e  s o c i a l  b e h a v i o u r .  T h e  TV , a s  

s e e n  s o  f a r ,  o n l y  b e c a m e  r e l e v a n t ,  w h e n  i t  c o n t r i b u t e d  a  f o c u s  f o r  t h e i r  

c o n v e r s a t i o n .  I t  m e r e ly  p r o v i d e d  a n  a g e n d a  f o r  t h e  s o c i a l  c h a t t e r .

695



There was a Health programme on air at this time, and this was ignored. 
It was only the drama clip which had been used to introduce the 
programme that had been momentarily attended. As soon as the purpose of 
the programme was established, the programme was abandoned. It is not 
clear how much the poor quality of the acting contributed to the 
rejection of the programme. What is certain, is that the women found 
their own conversation more interesting.

The subjects had a very busy time entertaining on this evening, but they 
were not unaware of what was being shown on TV. It was their response to 
the Coke advert that revealed this. They were so attentive to the 
advert, that H was able to point out the large Pizza to his children, 
and others who did not know what it was.

He lamented the fact that others within the group did not recognise the 
Pizza. The advert led him to reminiscence about his stay in the U.S.A. 
Ultimately this led to a comparison of family life in Nigeria, and in 
the United States. Nigeria came out in the negative light.

These assessments were not based only on the images or perceptions that 
the subjects had of the two societies. They were based on the knowledge 
of reality. Here is sui illustration of how a negative image of the 
society is perpetuated through the television, even though it was not 
intended.

"These are examples of what I wonder how people can come 
about - such big burgers."
"In fact, auiy size"
"They will present foot long burgers, big size burgers; any 
size!"

696



"In those days when things were alright in Nigeria, they 
still imported them"
"How much will they sell them per head?"
"I went out once recently with someone, he paid - was it NIO, 
or N12 each?"
"Imagine going out with your family and your children's 
friends!"
"They will just arrest you there!"

LAUGHTER

"He too would have checked his pocket before going there."
"He would have stuffed his pocket well."
"You see if one is to attempt a thing like; I asked for one 
meat pie, it was N6. Imagine if you took 6 children, one meat 
pie each, you already have N36, "
"Then he will buy drinks for each of them, N2 each, that's
N12, N36, N48 - N50. Then the children will buy other
things."
"They certainly will! in fact your reckoning of one meat pie
each, depends on the size of the children. It depends on if
you have taken two boys, or three."
"Won't you yourself have helped yourself to two meatpies?" 
[sic]
"Oh I wonder!"
"You may even find someone asking for more"

The above conversation had been brought on, by the visuals in the Coke 
commercial. The viewers had not been responding to the product itself, 
or the message about it. They had been responding to the setting in 
which these were placed. They had ignored the intended message, and had 
made a completely different meaning out of the advert. The advert had 
led to a comparative evaluation of the daily life in Nigeria and the US.

In their negotiation of the above, other adverts which came along were
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ignored. The guests dispersed just before 8 o* clock. S1 and H escorted 
them out, while the children stayed and watched the adverts preceding 
the drama on the network service. They mimicked the children in the 
(Omo) advertisement which was the commercial of the programme sponsors.

Of the two children, it was the girl who was again summoned by the 
mother to set the table. This meant she had a limited viewing, while the 
brother was left to have an uninterrupted viewing.

As a result of their interest in the programme. Checkmates, a soap opera 
on the network service, the children bargained with their father to 
extend the decreed bedtime, by 15 minutes so that they could watch the
programme to the end. They sat glued to the set, determined to
concentrate in spite of the other stream of guests who came into the 
house.

G was particularly peeved at the distractions coming from the 
conversations that were being held about her. She endured viewing none
the less. At meal time, she refused to leave the front of the set,
claiming that she was not hungry, just so that she would not be 
"disturbed". The only time she would talk, was during the commercial 
break.

The level of the child's concentration caught the father's attention. 
This made him remark on the suitability of the programming strategy, as 
he perceived it. He accused the stations of indiscretion. He felt they 
were sometimes insensitive to the presence of impressionable minds at 
certain times of the day, when they should still be expected to be 
around, between 7.00 and 9.00 or even 10.00 p.m.
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. . .T h e y  a r e  n o t  t o o  m i n d f u l  o f  t h a t .  A nd i t ' s  e v e n  m o re  
p r o n o u n c e d  w i t h  Y o r u b a  p ro g ra m m e s  b e c a u s e  n o t  t h e  a c t o r s  t h i s  
t i m e ,  b u t  t h e  l a n g u a g e .  . . N o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  m i n d f u l  o f  t h e  
n e e d s  o f  t h e  y o u n g  o n e s ,  t h e  m i n d s ,  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n a b l e  m in d s .  
. . S o  I  d o n ' t  l i k e  t h o s e  p r o g r a m m e s .  I  m ay l i k e  th e m  f o r
o t h e r  r e a s o n s .

O r l i k e  y o u  w a t c h  t h o s e  Y o r u b a  p r o g r a m m e s  p a c k e d  f u l l  o f  
i n s u l t s  a n d  a b u s e s ,  i t  m i r r o r s  s o c i e t y  a l r i g h t ,  b u t  i t ' s  n o t  
g o o d  f o r  i m p r e s s i o n a b l e  m i n d s . ”  [m y e m p h a s i s ]

T h e  a b o v e  c o m p l a i n t  w a s  a t  t h e  i n s t a n c e  o f  a n  a m o r o u s  s c e n e ;  a  m a r r i e d  

m an  w a s  c u d d l i n g  o n e  o f  h i s  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  o f f i c e .  T h e  8 - y e a r - o l d  w ho 

w a s  e n g r o s s e d  i n  t h e  p r o g ra m m e  u n d e r s t o o d  t h i s .

T h e  o t h e r  i s s u e  w h ic h  h e  r a i s e d ,  i s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  

f o r m s  o f  i n d e c e n c y .  H e i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  i n d e c e n c y  i n  l a n g u a g e ,  a n d  h e  h a d  

b e e n  p r o m p te d  b y  t h e  i m p l i e d  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  o b v i o u s  i n d e c e n c y  i n  t h e  

p r e s e n t e d  a c t .

T h e  f a m i l y  c o n v e n e d  a t  t h e  t a b l e  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  d a u g h t e r  w ho h a d  e a r l i e r  

r e f u s e d  t o  e a t .  E v e n  a s  s h e  s e t t l e d  d o w n  t o  h e r  m e a l ,  h e r  g a z e  w a s  s t i l l  

f o c u s e d  o n  t h e  p r o g r a m m e .  S h e  w a s  e v e n t u a l l y  a l l o w e d  t o  g o  b a c k  w i t h  t o  

t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  TV w i t h  h e r  f o o d .

T h e  d i n n e r  t i m e  c h a t  w a s  n o t  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  TV a t  a l l .  T h i s  w a s  m o re  s o  

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  h o u s e  g u e s t  w ho w a s  b e i n g  e n t e r t a i n e d .  I t  

w a s  t h e  f i r s t  p r i v a t e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  f a m i l y  h a d  t o  s p e n d  w i t h  h e r .

T h e  c o u p l e  s h a r e d  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  t h e i r  g u e s t ,  u n t i l  o t h e r  

g u e s t s  j o i n e d  th e m .  T h e  b i g g e r  t h e  g r o u p  b e c a m e ,  t h e  m o re  t h e y  f o c u s e d  

o n  t h e m s e l v e s .  T h e  o t h e r  c h i l d  s o o n  j o i n e d  h i s  s i s t e r  i n  w a t c h i n g  t h e  

p r o g r a m m e .  T h e  a d u l t s '  a t t e n t i o n  w a s  n o t  c a u g h t  a t  a l l ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  

c h i l d r e n  w e r e  l e f t  t o  w a t c h ,  u n s u p e r v i s e d .  T h e y  w e r e  l e f t  t o  m ak e  t h e i r
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own meaning of the programmes.

Of the whole group, (of about 5 adults, an d  2 children) it was only G,
who responded to the message of the sponsor's advertisement. Her
critical response was not even noticed by the adults. The advert's claim
had been that Omo washes brighter, and it shows. 6 had accused the soap
of being too harsh on coloureds, even bleaching them. She used the
visuals in the advert to buttress her position.

"This Omo makes clothes white; look, look at the difference 
in the clothes !"

I n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  a s  w e l l ,  t h e  a d v e r t  h a d  t a k e n  u p  a  d i f f e r e n t  m e a n in g .  

T h e  b r i g h t e n i n g  e f f e c t  w h ic h  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  w a s  s e e n  a s  a  b l e a c h i n g  

e f f e c t .

At 9 o' clock, the children were sent to bed, as bargained. The house 
guest being a younger woman, cleared up after the meal. SI and H were 
left with some "free" time before the set. They did not spend this time 
watching the news. Rather, they played with the baby and discussed 
personal matters.

They soon had to get up for different reasons. SI returned shortly, but 
H was engaged for a longer period of time. Even after returning they 
were not attentive to the news. The only time they responded to what was 
going on, on the screen was when there was a break in transmission. H 
searched the channels to establish the reason for the break. They had 
suspected that it was a break in the power supply to the station. But 
they also wanted to establish that it was not an aerial problem. This 
led them to selecting ainother station - LTV.
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By this time, the station was showing some commercials. The network 
news was just being concluded. It was at this time that H remembered 
that he had received the tape of the independent report on the riots. 
[Ref. Day 1] He was prompted by SI to show this to his audience.

T h e  t a p e  w a s  v e r y  r e v e a l i n g ,  v e r y  d e t a i l e d  a n d  v e r y  g o r y .  T h e

information there-in, would never have been shown on television, for
d i f f e r e n t  r e a s o n s .  T h e  f i r s t  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  i s s u e  o f  d e c e n c y .

S h o w in g  s o  m any  c o r p s e s  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  a p p r o v e d  f o r  t r a n s m i s s i o n ,

b y  a n y  e d i t o r  f o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e a s o n s .  T h e  o t h e r  o b v i o u s  r e a s o n  w a s

that which the subjects focused on; the "censorship" on the event,
allegedly imposed by government in "public interest".

H: I t ' s  a  t r a g e d y ,  y o u  s e e .  T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  s a y s  t h e r e  i s  a
n e w s  b l a c k  o u t ;  t h a t  n o b o d y  m u s t  s a y  t h e s e  t h i n g s ;  b u t  i t
i s  g o o d  t o  [ h a v e  s u c h  t h i n g s  o n  r e c o r d ] .

T h e  v i e w i n g  o f  t h e  t a p e  w a s  m o re  e n g a g i n g  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  v i e w i n g  

e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  w i t n e s s e d .  T h e  a c c o u n t  s h o w e d  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  

e x t e n t  o f  t h e  d a m a g e  t o  l i f e  a n d  p r o p e r t y .  I t  w a s  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  an 

e y e w i t n e s s  a c c o u n t  o f  w h a t  h a d  " a c t u a l l y  h a p p e n e d " .

A f t e r  t h e  v i e w i n g ,  t h e  v i e w e r s  w e r e  b e t t e r  e d u c a t e d  sü x > u t t h e  s i t u a t i o n  

t h a n  t h e y  h a d  b e e n .  T h e y  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  n o t  

b la m e d  f o r  t h e  c r i s i s ,  i t s  a t t e m p t s  t o  h u s h  t h e  i n c i d e n t  w a s  i n t e r p r e t e d  

a s  i t ’ s  b e i n g  p a r t i s a n .

The entire incident was cited as a reason for the apathy towards the 
news. The subjects, in spite of the educational, amd social status were
not ashamed to declare their lack of interest in, and patronage of the
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news. Observation ended at about 11.00 p.m.

Day 5
It was another busy day as the subjects were hosting a conference on the 
college premises. The participants were arriving that evening, emd had 
to be settled in their various accommodations. Added to these, the 
students were breaking up for the holiday, so they were making returns, 
handing over College property that had been in their care. Some, 
especially the graduating students were simply coming in to say their 
farewells.

Although she was not directly involved in some of the matters, 51 was 
assisting H in thinking out the solutions to the problems as they 
emerged. She was more directly involved in receiving the guests. H on 
his part had to make several trips out of the premises to smooth 
arrangements that had been made, or to get supplies.

SI was very tired, and in fact had to take medication for a headache. 
The children's excitement had to be contained in the light of this. They 
were thus rather subdued on this day. The TV likewise was subdued 
although it was left on in the background. It had been on LTV. It was on 
account of one of the guests who came, and observed the time, that the 
channel was changed. He had requested for an NTA channel so that he 
could watch Ripples, a soap opera on the network service. But he did 
not even stay to watch it there. Instead he decided to go to his home to 
watch. This guest was a bachelor whose home was likely to be less busy 
than the study location.

As the evening progressed, the excitement grew, and the set got "pushed"
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further into the background. The programme was not watched.

The rejection was compounded by the fact that the particular episode 
that was being shown was a repeat. It was G who first noticed this. S2 
observed that this was responsible for her lack of interest in the 
serials. S1 was more understanding. She explained that the repetition 
was sometimes at the request of viewers who had missed the earlier 
showing, especially if it was due to a general black-out; a cut in the 
power supply to some areas.

This was as far as the interest in the programme went. In fact at a 
point, B was playing with the remote control, zapping round the 
channels. No one took any notice of him. SI and S2 continued chatting, 
exchanging information about the various guests. It was only G who 
intermittently tried to attend the programme, but she was soon to be 
carried away with the adults' conversation. Her occasional plea for 
silence that would enable her concentrate was another cue for the 
subjects to discuss their preferences on the screen. They also planned 
their viewing for the following day.

The subjects re-affirmed their interest in dramas, particularly those 
which are serialised. The interest was however conditional. They were 
not so keen as to plan to watch at all costs. The conditions must be 
right before the interest can be fruitful. The subject again identified 
her time schedule, her frame of mind auid general disposition, as some of 
the conditions that must be appropriate; for there to be viewing of any 
serious kind. There was also the issue of the uniqueness of the subject; 
such programmes that are auspicious, and so cannot be missed.
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Failure of a programme to meet the above conditions already implies the
type of reception that the programme will get. The present situation was
cited as am example to buttress the point. Subject recognised the fact
that she was merely sitting in front of the set, was seeing the
programme, but she was not watching it. She identified the importance of
the conditions to her attitude to viewing.

SI: Another problem I have is, when I don't have time to
watch it, I am not bothered, especially if I'm busy, or 
if I have guests or - I don't think about it. What can I 
do? I don't have amy other way. If I plan to leave it
[i.e. her chores] till another time, who will do it? And
if you leave what you can do now, till another time, you
will never get it done.
But once I'm relaxed, I have nothing doing, I will watch.

Subject's attitude to viewing, was also informed by her confidence in
her ability to "very easily" follow what the drama is about even when
she had not watched for some time, provided she recognises the
characters. This reading however is also open to confusion. She
identifies the fact that to fill in the gaps, she relies on guesswork.

"I can easily get the characters from any drama. . . as long
as I recognise some of the characters, I can guess what is
going on, or guess what has happened in the period that I 
missed."

The subject would in such instances be employing common sense reasoning 
to project the plot. In this way, she will be equating the drama, with 
the reality which is common sense to her. The dangers of this type of 
reading has been illustrated in the reading of other subjects. This 
explains one way by which the differences in readings and intended 
meanings come about. It also illustrates the fact that television and 
reality are often times not discrete, but elastic.

The illustration of the measure of opportunity and interest in viewing
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mentioned above, can be seen in the high concentration in the watching 
of the tape of the independent report. There was an urgency to watch the 
tape, because the tape had to be returned to the owner. There was no 
obvious likelihood of getting such an opportunity anymore.

The important point made in these points is that "exposure" is not just 
a function of "interest". There are several other intervening variables.

Also from her conversation, the subject illustrated how, retention is 
not merely a function of interest or choice. There was an enjoyable 
viewing experience which she was going to share, but which she could not 
remember. She could not even remember any details of the programme, the 
setting, the characters involved, the story line. She only remembered 
the context of her viewing, and the fact that the play was enjoyable.

There was another factor which had not been mentioned in the above, but 
was constantly illustrated in the viewing context. This was the 
possibility of contagious interest. For example, SI was still caught up 
with her conversation with her sister when the Coke advert came up. She 
did not show amy interest in this at all, but she was pestered so much 
by the daughter (G) who wanted her to clarify some unfamiliar spectacle. 
It was this which brought SI’s attention into the advert, even if it was 
just for a moment.

By the time the network news came on, H's routine was still hectic. SI 
was less busy, but she was not viewing the news. In fact there was a 
point where H turned down the volume of the set. The news was treated as 
noise, a distraction from the desired peace in the home. Rather than 
watch the news, H discussed the issue of the dishonest business man, who
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had caused there to be a hiccup in his arrangements. He was however
still mindful of the news. He responded to an announcement of the
inauguration of a board. He was very irritated by this news item.

H: M u s t  w e know  a b o u t  a l l  t h e s e  a p p o i n t m e n t s  t o  s e r v e  o n  t h e
b o a r d s ?  T h e s e  p e o p l e  h a d  t h e i r  j o b s  b e f o r e .  T h e r e  i s  
n o t h i n g  n e w s y  a b o u t  t h i s !

It appeared that his mood had made him less patient with the news, but 
his response was similar to that of other subjects, even those whom the 
news producers, expect will be the audience of such information. (Re. 
location 8, and 10)

The children had drifted off to sleep at this time (9.20 p.m.). They 
were sent in to their rooms. Even when the subject was left alone, she 
still did not watch the news. The business segment of the news was 
totally ignored, no item evoked any remarks. Instead, she sorted out the 
photographs which she had shown to some of her guests.

At the tail end of the news, there was a big uproar as some of the
students came in to report a matter. The resolution of the matter became 
the most prominent issue in the viewing context. Two programmes which 
followed were completely overshadowed by the problem which was in the 
fore ground. The programmes were a special production on the Expanded 
Programme on Immunisation, (EPI), and a drama in the Hausa language. 
Both programmes were from NTA, Channel 10.

The reason why the matter was so protracted was because witnesses had to 
be called, and cases had to be stated. This was accompanied by a show of 
emotions the noise of which, was enough to drown the audio of the 
television set. When the students had been dismissed, the subjects also
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s p e n t  so m e  t i m e  a n a l y s i n g  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  g e n e r a l  

f r a m e w o r k  t h a t  h a d  a l l o w e d  s u c h  t o  b r e e d .

I t  w a s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t e l e v i s i o n  w a s  a g a i n  r e k i n d l e d .

W h i le  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  w a s  g o i n g  o n ,  S I h a d  h e r  e y e s  o n  t h e  s e t ,  a n d  w a s

a J a le  t o  i d e n t i f y ,  a n d  c o u l d  c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h a t  w h ic h  s h e  h a d  s e e n  o n  

t h e  s c r e e n .

I t  w a s  a  c l i p  o f  t h e  p ro g ra m m e  t h a t  s h e  h a d  e a r l i e r ,  t r i e d  i n  v a i n  t o  

r e m e m b e r .  I t  h a d  t a k e n ,  s e e i n g  t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  p ro g ra m m e  a g a i n  t o  

r e m e m b e r  w h a t  i t  w a s .

W i t h o u t  b e i n g  t o l d ,  H r e a l i s e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  a  p ro g ra m m e  t h a t  h i s  w i f e  w a s  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  H e t h e r e f o r e  c o m p o r t e d  h i m s e l f  a p p r o p r i a t e l y .  H e 

i n c r e a s e d  t h e  v o lu m e  o f  t h e  p ro g ra m m e  u s i n g  t h e  r e m o t e  c o n t r o l  i n  h i s  

h a n d s .  H e s u s p e n d e d  t h e  a n a l y s i s  w h i c h  h e  h a d  b e e n  m a k i n g ,  a n d  

c o n c e n t r a t e d  o n  t h e  p r o g ra m m e .

A f t e r  S I h a d  s h a r e d  t h e  s t o r y  l i n e  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  e p i s o d e ;  s e t t i n g  t h e

s c e n e  f o r  t h e  d a y ' s  e p i s o d e  a s  i t  w e r e ;  t h e r e  w a s  r a p t  a t t e n t i o n  i n  t h e

l o c a t i o n .  B o th  S I am d H w e r e  e n g r o s s e d  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m m e .  T h e r e  w e r e  n o  

c r i t i c i s m s ,  a n d  v e r y  l i t t l e  c o m m e n t a r i e s  a c c o m p a n y in g  t h e  v i e w i n g .

T h e  s t r i k i n g  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e i r  c o m m e n ta r y  w a s  t h a t  t h e  p ro g ra u n m e s  w e r e  

s e e n  t o  b e a r  s e m b l a n c e s  o f  t h e  r e a l i t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  k n o w n  p e r s o n s .

"H e l o o k s  l i k e  ------- ' s  d a u g h t e r ’ s  h u s b a n d . "

" .  . . J u s t  l i k e  t h i s  e h ,  y o u t h  c o r p e r  w ho s e r v e d  h e r e ,  s o u n d s  
j u s t  l i k e  h e r . "

" T h i s  m u s t  b e  r e a l  L o n d o n  [ i n ]  N i g e r i a "

707



"Do we still have brick, houses in this country? estate
will be a good place to film this kind of shots, walk on the 
golf course and around. . . "

The subjects were so engrossed with the story line. They showed 
appreciation for the scenery, the actors; the music; and the evolving 
story. The subjects exhibited a familiarity with the production elements 
such that they were able to interpret, even predict, the sequence based 
on the transition of the shots, and especially music. In spite of these, 
they were able to identify the characters for the other prominent roles 
that they had played.

They also read beyond the manifest message in the programme; 
interpreting, and finding the implication of the actions.

The programme was about a couple who fell in love in an extraordinary 
situation. The wife, a nurse, had married the man while he had been 
paralysed, without any hope of improvement. His fiance at the time of 
the incident, had deserted him. When he improved, the woman had resumed 
her interest in him. She tried to get him back, and so she embarked on a 
smear campaign. She even cooked up lies about the wife, and bribed one 
of the wife's close friends, to make a confession which supported the 
cooked up allegations. The campaign had been a test for the couple. They 
had even broken up for some time, but eventually love prevailed. 
However, there was still the seed of doubt that had been sown. This was 
not explicitly stated, but the subjects saw through this, and such other 
inexplicit statements. They responded to these. In fact they reacted to 
the characters as if they were real life characters.

They were so involved in the programme that SI was crying. She shed
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t e a r s  o f  j o y  a s  t h e  v i c t i m  ( t h e  w i f e )  w a s  e x o n e r a t e d .  E a r l i e r ,  b o t h  

h e r s e l f  a n d  H h a d  b e e n  o p t i m i s t i c  i n  t h e i r  p r e d i c t i o n s  o f  t h e  o u tc o m e  o f  

t h e  p r o g ra m m e .  T h e y  w e r e  v i s i b l y  r e l i e v e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m m e .

The subjects had refused on this occasion to let anything disturb their 
viewing. There was the possibility of this happening, as a student came 
to seek counsel. He was not entertained at all; he was turned back. The 
time was about 11.00 p.m. then.

O b s e r v a t i o n  e n d e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s  p r o g r a m m e .

Day 6
There was no viewing. Subjects had travelled out of town to attend a 
wedding ceremony. Though they had made it a day return journey, each way 
of the trip had been about 3 hours. This meant that they had set out 
very early, and returned just about 8.00 p.m. It was a full day's 
outing. They were really very exhausted, and so they were excused from 
the exercise for that day. The researcher's presence would have been an 
imposed burden on them.

This meant that there was no observation for the viewing of the drama 
programme which the subjects had expressed strong desire to watch. The 
programme according to the reports received the next day had not been 
watched. The family reported that they had an early night.

Day 7

SI h a d  b e e n  s o  e x h a u s t e d ,  t h a t  s h e  d i d  n o t  e v e n  a t t e n d  t h e  c h u r c h  

s e r v i c e  t h a t  m o r n in g .  W hen t h e  o t h e r s  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  c h u r c h ,  s h e  s e t  

a b o u t  p r e p a r i n g  l u n c h .  I n  t h e  m e a n t im e  s h e  a l s o  c h e c k e d  h e r  d a u g h t e r ' s
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h o m e w o rk . A t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  a s s i g n m e n t ,  s h e  w a s  a n n o y e d ,  a n d  t h e  

d a u g h t e r  w a s  q u i t e  u p s e t  a s  w e l l .  T h e y  w e r e  h a r d l y  i n  t h e  m o o d  f o r  

t e l e v i s i o n .

It was lunch time, amd they went about setting the food on the table. H 
and B were before the set. There was a clear demarcation of time use, 
based on gender. SI and G were joined by their female house guests (S3, 
and S4). These were the first to be relieved of responsibilities, unlike 
S2 who was closer to the family.

The preparation of lunch was elaborate because it was, Sunday, and there 
were more people to be catered for. This became significant in that it 
affected the length of time which SI had to spend in the kitchen.

In the meantime, there were two drama presentations that were shown. 
Both were of 30 minute duration. There was one in English, and the other 
in Yoruba. They were both local productions, from NTA Channel 10. 
Neither of them was watched.

To start with, H had attracted the interest of his audience with his 
stories about his childhood, and his days as a younger minister. S3, and 
S4 were spouses of younger ministers. They were not competent with the 
Yoruba lamguage, having come from other parts of the country. The first 
of the two dramas that was featured was in Yoruba.

The cut in public power supply to the home put paid to any plans to 
watch the other presentation that was in English. The group had not 
immediately abandoned their conversation when the programme came on air. 
They had just found a suitable point to pause, such that they could
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a t t e n d  t o  t h e  p r o g ra m m e  w h e n  t h e  p o w e r  s u p p l y  w a s  c u t .  I n  f a c t ,  S3 h a d  

o n l y  j u s t  s e t t l e d  i n  h e r  n ew  p o s i t i o n  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  s e t .

W i th  t h e  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t ,  t h e  g r o u p  m e r e l y  p u r s u e d  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t s .  T h e y  

e n g a g e d  i n  m o re  r e l i a b l e  p a s t i m e s ;  c o n v e r s i n g  am o n g  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a n d  

l i s t e n i n g  t o  m u s i c  w i t h  a  b a t t e r y  o p e r a t e d  c a s s e t t e  p l a y e r ,  ( W a lk m a n ) .

By the time the supply was restored, the particular programme was over. 
The subjects had had their lunch, and had settled into various other 
activities which made them ignore the set. There was no evidence of a 
welcome for the medium. It might as well have remained "dead". It was 
the children who were left out of the adults conversation who showed 
interest in the restoration of TV service, with the restoration of power 
supply.

While the adults revelled in each other's company, the children watched 
TV unrestrained. Even then, they were not a captive audience. They 
drifted in and out of the viewing, and the conversation, and control of 
the cassette player.

The "party" only broke up after the News Update at 4 o' clock. There 
were no pretences that they had missed the news. Noting the programme 
had only been a reminder of how far spent the day was.

It was at this time, that H took the remote control to find a more 
suitable programme. G suggested a programme and the channel on which it 
could be found. The programme was the popular Yoruba drama, Feyikogbon, 
on Channel 7.
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H was not deliberate in his searching. He was still zapping around when 
he found another comedy on LTV Channel 8. The comedy was also in Yoruba. 
He settled for this, and no one objected. The younger couples, had gone 
out into the garden at this time. It was only the nuclear family that 
was present.

Even then, the subjects did not watch the programme. Rather they 
reminiscenced, and empathised with the younger couples' experiences. 
Before long, another group of guests came in. They had come to visit the 
subjects' guests. The drone of the TV was lost in the background of the 
excitement.

The new group soon dispersed, going about their mission. S2 left with G; 
the other guest joined the others in the garden. But before they left, 
their presence had impacted the viewing. The volume of the TV set had 
been reduced on account of the noise. After they left, the volume was 
left down. SI was relaxing before the set. She was in control of the 
remote control. She was not particularly involved in viewing anything. 
She was more interested in what was going on around her.

Her attention was attracted to a particular programme. This was one of 
the Ombudsman programmes. She was acquainted with one of the panellists. 
She expressed her interest in the programme, but she did not watch it. 
Instead she discussed the memoirs of her relationship with the familiar 
character.

The rest of the programme was not watched. Subsequent programmes were 
also ignored. The children went to visit the neighbours. Subject 
entertained her guests, and chatted with them in the meantime. She also
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kept herself busy by picking the beans that she was going to cook for 
supper.

The children arrived back home just before 7.00 p.m. and immediately 
directed their attention to the set. They were anticipating particular 
programmes. G ensured that the set was tuned to the right channel. She 
selected Channel 10. Both children ignored their mother's instructions 
until they saw the early evening news come on. This was an indicator of 
how much time they had before the expected programme. It was also an 
expression of interest. The news was dispensable.

S2 employed the programme in the same way. She left for her quarters 
with a plan to return in time for the anticipated programme because she 
did not own a set.

As a result, the early evening news was again ignored. The trend 
continued till about 7.30 p.m. when the group converged again. By then, 
the men who had been in a meeting since about 5.00 p.m. had also emerged 
from the study. Subject was not under any pressure to remain in the 
kitchen tonight. This was largely because of the type of attention that 
her cooking required. She joined the others, in concentrating on the 
watching of the drauna programme (Ojo Ladipo half hour), that was on 
Channel 10.

The programme was a comedy. It was in pidgin English amd featured the 
popular character - Aluwe. The programme was entertaining. It evoked a 
lot of laughter. Again, there was a direct link between what was seen, 
and what was known to be reality. Aluwe, had pronounced curses on his 
son, in the event that the son did not treat him well. He wanted the
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c h i l d  t o  b u y  h im  a  c a r .  T h e  c h i l d  p r o m is e d  t o  b u y ,  m o t  j u s t  a  c a r ,  b u t  a  

b i g  t r u c k .  A lu w e  w as  r e j o i c i n g  a t  t h e  n e w s .  He s o o n  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  t r u c k  

t h a t  h e  w a s  b o u g h t  w as  a  t o y  ( p l a s t i c )  t r u c k .

w h i l e  h e  w as  s t i l l  r a v i n g  o v e r  t h e  m a t t e r ,  h e  w a s  a p p r o a c h e d  b y  a  

s u c c e s s f u l  a c q u a i n t a n c e  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e .  T h e  a c q u a i n t a n c e  w a n te d  t o  b e  

i n t r o d u c e d  t o  a  b a n k  m a n a g e r  who w as A lu w e 's  f r i e n d .

I t  t u r n e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  m an w as d u b i o u s .  He d e f r a u d e d  b o t h  t h e  B an k  

M a n a g e r ,  êund t h e  w h i t e  man whom h e  h a d  p r e s e n t e d  a s  h i s  a s s o c i a t e .  A lu w e  

h a d  i n a d v e r t e n t l y  b e e n  a  p a r t y  t o  t h e  c r i m e ,  b u t  h i s  i n n o c e n c e  c o u l d  n o t  

b e  p r o v e d  u n t i l  t h e r e  w as  a  c o n f e s s i o n  f ro m  t h e  v i l l a i n .  A lu w e  w a s  t h e n  

r e l e a s e d  b u t  c a u t i o n e d  f o r  b e i n g  g u l l i b l e .  T h i s  w a s  h i s  o f f e n c e  f o r  

w h ic h  h e  c o u l d  n o t  b e  c h a r g e d .  E v e n  th o u g h  t h e  s u b j e c t s  w e r e  a b l e  t o  

l a u g h  a b o u t  t h e  v a r i o u s  i n c i d e n t s  i n  t h e  p l o t ,  t h e y  s t i l l  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  

s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  m e s s a g e .  T h e y  r e c o g n i s e d  t h e  t r e n d  i n  t h e i r  

e x p e r i e n c e  o f  r e a l i t y .  T h e y  t h u s  d i d  n o t  q u e s t i o n  t h e  c r e d i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  

p r o g ra m m e .

"A h , h e ' s  p l a y i n g  o n  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f  t h e  w h i t e  m a n . He 
w e n t  t h e r e  [ t o  t h e  m a n a g e r ]  t o  o p e n  a n  a c c o u n t ,  a n d  h e ' s  
t e l l i n g  t h e  [ w h i t e ]  m an t h a t  h i s  d r a f t  i s  r e a d y .  Amd h e  cam e 
t o  t h e  m a n a g e r ,  [ t h e n ]  h e  cam e o u t ,  m a k in g  i t  m o r e  c r e d i b l e  
f o r  t h e  [ w h i t e ]  m an t o  b e l i e v e  h im  [ t h a t  t h e  d r a f t ,  i s  r e a d y ]
. . . P e o p l e  a r e  f a s t  t h e s e  d a y s . "  [ s i c ]

[T h e  w h i t e  m an w as  d u p e d  i n t o  a  b u s i n e s s  t r a n s a c t i o n ,  a n d  
g i v e n  a  f a k e  c h e q u e ]

On s e e i n g  A lu w e 's  p l i g h t ,  o n e  o f  t h e  v i e w e r ' s  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t

"O n e  j u s t  h a s  t o  b e  v e r y  c a r e f u l  i n  r e a l  l i f e  b e f o r e  y o u  h e l p  
s o m e b o d y . . . "

T h e  sa m e  v i e w e r ,  s a i d ,  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  s h e l t e r e d  l i f e ,  h e  u s e d  t h e  d ra m a s  

a s  a  w in d o w  o n  r e a l i t y .  T h e  d ra m a s  h e l p e d  h im  t o  b r o a d e n  h i s  l i m i t é e
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exposure. The plausibility of the incidents were not challenged. They 
were still seen as reality and a guide to dealing with reality.

At 8.00 p.m., the group converged again. It was only S1 who left at this 
time to go to the kitchen. G and S2 had returned, and so had S4. They 
joined H, and N; the guest who had been viewing the comedy with SI. They 
all focused their attention on the screen as they awaited the soap opera 
from the network service - Supple Blues.

It was not long before the S1 called G away from the viewing. Her 
attention was needed in the kitchen. Knowing the rules, S2 had also 
joined SI of her own volition. S4, who was the guest, was the only 
female left to view with the men.

They, followed the programme explaining and predicting patterns, and
even noting such details, as gestures, as they did. There is a
similarity in some of the readings, and those of subjects in other
locations. Compare the first of the following comments, and that of
subject H in location 5 (viewing of the comedy on Day 2).

N: Ehen, she wants something from him. Once you see a woman
playing up to a man like this, it means she wants 
something from him.

S4: Ah, but not always.

[One of the characters was having a meal, which was not given 
prominence.]
S4: If it's macaroni, they will show us, but now that it's 

yam, see they are using plates to cover it.
N: Are you then saying they have no money to produce

macaroni for them to act with?

What S4 was saying was that the producers were not promoting the local
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menu, as they would have, a foreign one. In other words, though the 
local dish was featured it was not given the pride of place. This was 
another example of how a viewer perceives an unintended meaning in a 
programme. Her prejudice about the society, including the producers, had 
led this subject to see a contrary message to that which was manifest.

Even as they got engrossed in the programme, the subjects reminded 
themselves of the need for restraint. N considered it painful, that the 
story which he was getting so engrossed in, was not to be resolved on 
that day. As the programme came to an end, he confirmed his fears. He 
described the frustrations that accompany the attempts to make sense of 
incomplete serialised dramas. This was based on his experience with 
other Nigerian attempts at soap operas.

N one o f  t h o s e  e a r l i e r  a t t e m p t s  h a d  b e e n  b r o u g h t  t o  a  p r e - d e t e r m i n e d

c o n c l u s i o n .  T h e  p r o g r a m m e s  h a d  t h u s  b e e n  e n d e d  i n  l i m b o .  T h e s e  

e x p e r i e n c e s  h a d  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h i s  v i e w e r ' s  a t t i t u d e  t o  t h e  new  

p r o d u c t i o n .

As the programme was concluded for the day, the subjects dispersed,
without even waiting to see the credits. They had only been interested 
in the story line. This made the frustrations at an incoherence caused 
by the stunted programmes more appreciable.

N left for his home, G and B were sent off to bed. They complied
grudgingly. H «md S4, were called to the table. On this day, 51 had 
deferred to the programme, and had suspended serving the meal until the 
viewing was concluded.
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The implication of this pattern was that the adverts which preceded the 
news, were ignored. So also was the first segment of the programme 
Newsline. This was the section which featured the news. The other 
sections had human interest features, such as would not be covered in 
the daily newscasts.

There was no sense of loss at the missing of the short segment of
"news". In fact, 81 remarked that it was "boring", thus suggesting that
the act was deliberate. What the remark also revealed was that she was
aware of the reports coming out of the functional set, even though she
was not deliberately watching it. The following was her summary of what
she did not miss.

"This kind of news is boring. . . You see, like they have
been saying, you know, it's all seminar and lectures, and 
then you will see Babangida's face."

This view tallied with those already expressed by H, and by subjects in 
other locations. 81 was aware of the fact that this view is one shared 
by other people. For her, it was a dominant view.

There was a contrast in this response, and the reaction to the Newsline 
proper, that is, the human interest features. The programme was fore 
most in the mind of the viewers as they ate. All the activity in the 
house at that time were geared towards making time for the programme.

At meal time, there was no prolonged chatter to keep the subjects at the 
table. After the meal, there was an urgency to clear up so that Newsline 
could be attended. It was the first time that the subjects were actually 
making room for the viewing of a news programme.
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On this occasion it was S4 who was clearing up, because she was the 
youngest. SI was free to sit before the set, to view the programme. H 
was likewise, before the set. SI encouraged S4 to suspend the cleaning 
up and join in the viewing.

There was no doubt that they thoroughly enjoyed the prograunme. Their 
reaction to the portrayal of the Nigerian society was, remarkably 
positive. Even then, there were suggestions of this being incredulous.

The first item on Newsline featured aspects of Itshekiri culture. These 
included a traditional boat regatta in commemoration of the fourth 
anniversary of the reign of the Olu of Warri, The particular visuals 
which attracted the comments were of a boat regatta, and thereafter, the 
street carnival.

SI: Yes! That's beautiful. It's like American 
S4: It doesn't look like a Nigerian [scene]
SI: Yes!
S4: Itshekiris! They have culture.
Viewing continued in silence at that point.

As they watched, they remembered personal acquaintances who were of 
Warri origin, whom they felt, should be especially proud of the feature. 
This indicated the considered relevance of the programme, and their 
level of participation in it.

The next item was that of a Food fair, that was aimed at promoting 
Nigerian menus. H lamented that had he been aware, he would have gone. 
Again this indicated how relevant he considered the item to be. This was 
his opportunity to attend the event that he had missed. There was keen
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interest in the segment as well. The subjects vicariously participated 
in the segment, describing, or discussing the varieties of food that was 
shown.

The discussion eventually developed into an analysis of the eating 
habits in the various parts of Nigeria. There was the consensus that 
there was a potential for a very wide variety in the menu which was yet 
restricted.

On this occasion, the analysis did not endure. The story which followed 
was considered interesting and worthy of attention. The subjects thus 
concluded the on going analysis very quickly.

It was while the report was still being introduced that their attention 
was perked. By the time the full report came, they had become really 
attentive. The subjects, including S2 and S4 who had hitherto been in 
different stages of sleep were attentive to the report.

The story was that of a Managing Director of a tabloid acknowledging an 
error in the details of a story that his magazine had published. The 
public admission of guilt, and the announcement of disciplinary measures 
against the erring journalist did not evoke any sympathy from the 
subjects. Rather it was a confirmation of their negative opinion about 
the usefulness of such magazines.

H: In fact you should stop publishing . . .

This was the last item of Newsline. 51 observed that they only had three 
things to say. She had been attentive to them all. The same could not be 
said for 52 and 54. As much as they would have loved to be attentive.
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(as evidenced by their struggle to participate still) they seemed to be 
contending with a force greater than their interest - fatigue.

The particular viewing experience illustrates that the incessant chatter 
that accompanies the viewing of a programme could be indicative of the 
level of acceptance of the programme. Because the subjects are mindful 
of the transient nature of the television message, they can, as 
illustrated in the viewing of Newsline, comport themselves in a way that 
is adaptable to the medium. They could suspend their duties, when 
possible; they could suspend their chattering; and even struggle with 
sleep to attend what was considered relevant. These various activities 
were in other words an expression of values (priorities).

An i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e  o b s e r v e d  d u r i n g  t h e  v i e w i n g  w as  t h e  w ay  t h e  

r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  a  f a v o u r e d  f a m i l i a r  f e a t u r e ,  m ade t h e  v i e w i n g  m o re  

i n t e r e s t i n g .  L i k e w i s e ,  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  u n f a m i l i a r ,  e v o k e d  a  

d i s c u s s i o n ,  w h ic h  g e n e r a t e d  r e n e w e d  i n t e r e s t .

The familiar features, had stirred up nostalgic feelings in H, and S4. 
These subjects had also been encouraged to share these experiences with 
the other members of the group. The discussion was similar to that which 
other less familiar features had evoked. These discussions were an 
avenue of the presented position to receive immediate approval. They 
were like testimonials and as such facilitated the message.

O v e r  a l l ,  t h e  c r i t i c a l  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  a u d i e n c e  d i d  n o t  i n  t h i s  c a s e  

r e s u l t  i n  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  m e s s a g e .  A s t h e  a b o v e  w o u ld  s u g g e s t ,  t h i s  

m ay b e  d u e  t o  t h e  f a m i l i a r i t y  o f  so m e o f  t h e  v i e w e r s  w i t h  t h a t  w h ic h  w as 

s h o w n . E v e n  i n  t h e  i n s t a n c e  w e r e  t h e r e  w as  n o  p r e v i o u s  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e
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object in focus, the subjects did not reject the story as they did the 
news. They merely negotiated what position they would take following the 
viewing experience. (For example the response to the public apology).

The key factor here is in the attitude which the subjects took to the 
viewing. There was no preconceived distrust of the source as was the 
case with the news. The information thus had a chance of being 
negotiated.

The subjects were obviously tired and in need of rest. Observation thus 
ended at this time (about 9. 50 p.m.).

D i s c u s s i o n

Time use schedule.

Following the observation of such a hectic schedule in the home, there 
was an interest in establishing how typical the observation week had 
been. The researcher was assured of the typical nature of the observed 
routine. Indeed, continued contact with the family, even after the study 
period confirmed that this was so. In the very next week that followed 
the study for example, there was a national conference hosted in the 
college premises; a few weeks later there was a crusade held on the 
grounds. All these had an impact bn the viewing habits of the subjects 
as has been illustrated.

C o n t r a s t i n g  R e s p o n s e s

The most striking revelation from the discussion was one which had also 
been observed in the other subjects. This is the variation in the 
response to factual programmes such as the news, and fictional
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programmes such as the dramas. Already the difference in attitude to 
viewing has been highlighted. What is more interesting is the fact that 
this also underlines the readings. Speaking in the context of another 
issue, SI made the following remark.

SI : . . . And like these vernacular plays, any cross section
of people will like to watch it you know. Sometimes it's
educative and these are the kinds of things, just depict 
the - what we are Whether you believe it or not.

R: How about a programme like Newsweek, does it depict what
we are? [sic]

SI : No! Not really. . . It gives you information on what
happened during the week, you know know kind of summary 
of events, so, which is something good. At least you have 
a fair knowledge of what is happening.

R: Does the news depict what we are.
SI: The news? No. I don't think so. I guess the reports that

are given in the news, is what interests them, or what
they feel they want to pass on.

H's contribution at this point was that the news did depict the reality 
of dominant group - "the elite class", or "a section of the ruling 
class". As much opposed to the news as he was, he identified the 
cultural traits that are inherent in the news gathering process as being 
responsible for the final product. The news men were identified as a 
part of the culture within which they worked auid as a result their 
product could not but be reflective of the values which informed it.

H argued that the society placed so much importance on personalities, 
and as a result was bound to have the kind of news which it got. For 
him, the news is a product of the society from which it is produced. For 
H, it was not accurate to conclude that the news did not reflect 
reality. The more accurate position was that it reflected an incomplete 
view of reality. This imbalance, is what the subjects had not been
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impressed with. Taking the subjects in location 2 for example, the fact 
their direct experience of reality was being marginalised made the news 
unreliable, inaccurate, incredible, irrelevant, and not worthy of 
attention.

It is their view that was echoed in varying degrees by the other 
subjects that were studied.

In summary, the subjects in this location saw the news as - what 
important people do; a gazette of what government would have the 
governed know of its activities. News was the sighting of the President 
and his wife, the Vice president, and participants at seminars, and a 
parade of board members.

There were other interesting summaries from the younger subjects, S4, 
and S2.

"To me, it's very boring."
"It's just there, you look maybe when you are fed up you will 
close your eyes until quarter to ten when they'll finish the 
news and go."

The last description illustrates the impact which the news could have on 
subsequent programmes. Having closed the eyes to the news, the already 
tired viewer may find it hard to open them up again for a desirable 
programme. This trend is particularly important in view of the timing of 
the news, and the schedules of the viewers. As observed, a good deal of 
the programmes scheduled later than the network news tend to be thrown 
away. (In the same way, a good deal of the items in the later segments 
of the news tend to be lost as well). It may be worthwhile having a 
quantitative study to confirm this trend. The result of such will be of
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immense value to finding an appropriate length and position for the 
news, such that it would not be detrimental to the fate of other 
desirable programmes, (programme scheduling). This is important 
particularly in light of the observed response to news as opposed to 
other programme types.

Elements of Production
The subjects were concerned with the presentation of the news. Amongst 
the qualities which they noted are the articulation; the voice quality; 
the fluency; the competence with pronunciations; the composure 
(authority ), and the countenance. The dressing appeared to be less 
important to them. It none the less, contributed to their reading of the 
total output.

A certain newscaster, was acknowledged as being otherwise good, but 
because of her dressing, she was associated with the state bureaucracy. 
Her dressing evoked a religious connotation. It was interpreted as an 
insistence on having a bureaucratic view presented, in a supposedly 
secular state. In other words, it evoked a connotation of a partisan 
medium. This is the same newscaster who had evoked a similar reading in 
another context.

Over all, the subjects exhibited a high level of literacy in the 
conventions of television news. They also had definite ideas of what the 
news should be.

"I believe that there are a lot of things that happen that 
are newsworthy, but the people don't reach. I don't know what 
the constraints may be, but I believe that they can do a lot 
more than they are doing presently.
We have to seek for news, dig for news, reach out for news, 
put your ears down to where something is happening that is 
«Forth reporting.
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I want to know the effect of somebody having triplets you 
know in a hospital, being discharged. The feeling of that 
particular person or something. . . The times are hard these 
days, I do not see anybody reporting about the difficulties 
of children in primary school, or high school, going to 
school, mobility problem, problem of getting food. . . so
they are not really moulding the opinion, they are not 
helping because we are not receiving the right kind of news.

This view represents the discontent of the viewers with the news; that 
there is no attempt to create cui awareness of the widespread problems, 
if only with the aim of offering solutions to them. Whilst the news and 
other factual programmes are concerned with the image they present, the 
fictional programmes delve into such matters, if only in passing, as in 
setting the scene for example. It is this that has made them of more 
relevance to the viewers.

Mode of reception
In the course of the discussion, it was observed that there was the
tendency for the subjects to refer to their act of receiving the news as
"listening" rather than watching. On investigation, it was found that
this was not an error. It was no slip of tongue. The subjects confirmed
that they were listening to the news more often than they were viewing
it. According to H, there was not much to watch in terms of visuals.
There is not enough variety in the visuals that are presented.

"The pictures search the same people, and they keep fooling 
us."

SI identified the incompatibility of the visuals with the story as the 
report evolves. This was again a matter of the inadequacy of the 
footage, which results in an incoherent visual report, and a final 
report which lacks internal consistency.
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The subjects made a distinction between their mode of reception of the 
news when they were abroad. There was excitement as they recounted their 
watching of the news.

SI : There's always something to see

She was of the opinion that there was a lot more to be got from the 
visual aspect of the report than even that which was read!

H: The drama is there to look at.

They were impressed by the "effortlessness" that the news in those 
contexts, (Britain, and more so U.S.A.) required.

" . . .  without knowing it, you are taking in quite a lot."

They remembered vividly, the launching of the space shuttle Columbia; 
the case of the Atlanta killer; the eruption of a particular volcano; 
the attempted assassination of the Pope, and also of Ronald Reagan.

In their report, they showed that they were impressed by the meticulous 
reporting of details. Along with the sense that these made of the story, 
the subjects read off these, the painstaking efforts that could have 
gone into the production of the news. This fitted into their view of 
what news should be, - "dug for".

They were also impressed by the up-date; how the events were kept alive
till they were resolved. They cited the example of the coverage of
Reagan's assassination, his hospitalisation, and the outcome of these, 
which satisfied the curiosity of the viewer that had been aroused. The 
viewing of the news was therefore not frustrating.
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Implications on Production

These observations have serious implications on the production of the 
news. The recommended practices are such that would be expected in a 
professional capacity any way. That they are not evident to viewer who 
lacks specialised knowledge in the area, speaks of the practical nature 
of the required standards.

There should be a journalistic training of news videographers. They 
should be news minded as well as being good camera men (and women). This 
may imply an elevation of their status from being mere service/ support 
staff, to them being an integral part of the news production team. The 
former was the observed case.

Although the reporter is in control of the story that will be told, the 
video reporters being sensitive to the direction that the story would 
go, caui still be creative. They should have the initiative to cover such 
shots which would become useful in conveying the message or the event. 
They should therefore be competent news persons themselves, and part of 
the editorial deliberations.

For these efforts to be more effective, there is need to have enough 
stock of tapes. At present, this is a problem and it goes back to the 
constraints in funding. None the less, there is still a lot that can be 
done in the present situation as the subjects opined. Their exposure to 
the news coverage in other societies had provided them with a basis for 
comparison. This sort of exposure is available even right on the TV 
screen with programmes like CBN news, and with the increasing impact of 
satellite and cable television.
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Advertisements

The subjects were quite impressed by the efforts put into the 
advertisements. H was the one who spoke for the wife. He was of the view 
that the commercial interest of the stations has made it such that there 
is a lot of time devoted to advertising. The frequency of repeating the 
adverts is what he says makes them boring. Otherwise, the advertisers 
he noted, were conscious of the need to develop new marketing 
strategies. The use of television had thus been identified as part of 
that needed strategy.

In this regard, the adverts were seen by this family as interruptions 
(breaks) between the programme flow. In their view, advertising was not 
really needed in the evaluation of products.

H: I will want to say that the economy of the country 
dictates the level of activity when it comes to putting 
commercials on the television. Right now, the problem in 
this country is that we have too few goods, chasing too 
many people. I mean so many people chasing too few 
available goods in which case, the need for advertising is 
not very much. So apart from the, what you need to 
advertise really are the new products entering the market.
And you find that when you do it for some time, and people 
get used to it, you find out that the need for it
subsides, because these things are not sufficient, to go 
round the people. . . " [sic]

This view indicates the attitude which has been a bane to the
development of advertising. Coming from a viewer, it explains the
irrelevance of the promise of advertising service. It is this attitude
that underlies the non-chalance towards paid advertisements, as has been 
observed in this and other locations.

If this is the case, then advertising on Nigerian television, is more of 
a goodwill service, a public relations gesture, than a marketing tool.

728



However, even within this family, there was evidence that the adverts 
still served marketing functions.

It was difficult for SI to identify particular adverts which caught her
interest on the television, however, there was the understanding that on
sighting the products in the market, her memory will be triggered. She
explained that her choice in most cases was not dependent on her
exposure to television.

. . most of the time, the things I use, are not really 
because I've seen them on television. You know, I just buy 
the product I feel that, [ gesture implying "that it is 
good"] Maybe because I've been used to them, and I am not 
really keen on new products except for example detergents.
You know washing up soap. Whichever one I think is cheaper 
for me, I just buy once I get to the market. Most of the 
time, I don't even go to the market, I always send people. I 
either ask them maybe to get me something that I had seen 
before. "

From her account, it turned out that the adverts did serve as a guide 
for her choice. Yet in her reception of the messages, she had not 
attended them with a view for employing them for such a purpose.

The example of the incidental "serious" use of advertisements, has 
already been highlighted. (This was when it was used to acquaint the 
children with unfamiliar concepts). However, the evaluation of the 
response to adverts, must be measured against the advertisers 
intentions. The manner in which the subjects cited advertisements showed 
that the adverts, were perceived more as entertainment, and occasionally 
as sources of information.

R: Maybe you do like some adverts?
S2: Only Lux because of the lady and the man. Joy bath soap,

just to see what happens [at the end] how the man with
the briefcase is just standing there.

H: T h a t ' s  a  b e a u t i f u l  o n e .  I  l o v e  i t  j u s t  f o r  i t ' s
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p r o d u c t i o n  q u a l i t y .  I  t h i n k  i t ' s  g o o d ,  f o r  i t ' s  
e n t e r t a i n m e n t  q u a l i t y .  I  t h i n k  i t ' s  g o o d .  I  l i k e  
c o m m e r c i a l s  g e n e r a l l y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  o n e s  t h a t  a r e  v e r y  
h u m o r o u s ,  a n d  t h o s e  a r e  t h e  o n e s .  I  j u s t  l i k e  t h e  h u m o u r ,  
r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s . "

The sentiment was echoed by the other members of the group. All the 
examples which were cited to illustrate these types of adverts were all 
for soap (detergents and bathing soap). In addition, there was am advert 
which employed the popular comediam - Zebrudaya. This was the advert for 
a bank. The other was for a Malt drink.

In this instance as well, the subjects' experience in the U.S.A. had a 
better imprint on their mind. They were able to recall even in details, 
some of the adverts which they had not seen for at least 9 years. They 
were citing examples of commercials which they had seen between 1978 and 
1980.

D ram a

There was no doubt that the subjects liked drama. It was the only 
category of programmes that they had expressed certain affinity for. The 
main problem that SI had had with viewing was the scheduling of the 
programmes. That programmes were replicable, was also an issue, as was 
the incompleteness of stories. Yet the subjects still found the drama 
programmes fascinating; as SI said

"at least for entertainment, just to pass the time".

The two programmes which were readily identified as the unanimous 
favourites of the entire group were, a discontinued soap operas. One was 
the programme. Behind the Clouds, a national production on the network 
service. The other. Mirror in the Sun was like wise.
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Another favourite which was still being featured was the Yoruba drama, 
Feyikogbon. SI observed that she liked that for the wisdom in it. This 
view was concurred by S2, who in fact preferred it, to the other 
programmes. The fact that the story line was not serialised, meant that 
she did not have to contend with the likelihood of aui incomplete story.

Although she claimed she had not watched a lot of the episodes, SI could
offer her a summary of what the programmes were about.

"Now, there is always a theme about retribution.. For 
instance, if you do something, "Esan a ke" [meaning vengeance 
is certain] like retribution. Retribution is an important one 
they always show."

It was acknowledged that Feyikogbon had a lot of lessons. There was a
variety of ways in which this theme was expressed, but it was expressed
none the less. The subject identified that the programme usually had
unexpected twists, but the lesson would still be clear. She
spontaneously likened it to reality.

"It doesn't mean it is going to end up in one way or the 
other. It may end up in a way that you did not even expect.
You see, the idea is that it it's just kind of telling you, 
the type of thing that will happen in society, auid the result 
of that kind of thing."

It was difficult for SI to reconstruct specific examples of these genre
of programmes. She attributed this to the infrequency of her exposure to
them. H was the one who articulated their views on the Yoruba programmes
in general. This was merely part of the several problems which he had
with the programmes.

"The Yoruba programmes and I say also that if one is not 
careful, the Yoruba programmes tend to encourage, or plant in 
subtle ways, distrust among people, because it highlights the 
negative things, more of the negative things of the Yoruba 
culture, of the Yoruba society, and amplify them into plays. 
Therefore if I give you food, the tendency is that if you are

731



not careful, it may have been poisoned, and so you have to 
go, and you know, go to the diviner to discover what 
happens.
Or if I want to take your husband from you, I must cast a 
spell on you in your dream or something like that, and it's - 
very repulsive because of the number of children watching it 
today - the viewing audience!"

This subject also detached himself from the category of those who cam be 
affected by the programme. As with the other subjects, the crippling 
potential of the programme was a matter of concern, in the interest of 
others, particularly children.

Other observations about the programme type includes the indiscretion in 
the use of language; the poor video quality; the prevalence of noise and 
verbal and physical abuse. In all H observed that there was a lack of 
polish, such as have been introduced to the local English language 
productions. Although she agreed with the observations, SI still felt 
there was an entertainment value in the programmes.

H did not dispute the fact that the programmes may be reflective of 
reality, but he was still resentful of the portrayal of such on 
television. In his opinion, television should be discriminating the 
aspects of reality which it shows. He implies that television widens the 
scope of the problems, by making a part of the reality of those who are 
otherwise sheltered from such. His main concern though seems to be the 
choice of format, and the frequency of exposure. He did not object to 
having documentaries which record those aspects of reality. He compared 
the experience of watching the genre as frequently as it is presented, 
with watching the Holocaust, or Roots everyday. He was thus not 
advocating for a denial of the reality, but a socially responsible 
approach to setting the agenda.
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T h e s e  c o m m e n ts  c a l l s  f o r  a  m o re  e f f e c t i v e  m e th o d  o f  a c h i e v i n g  t h e  g o a l s  

w h ic h  t h e  s t a t i o n s  s e t  o u t  t o  a c h i e v e .  I t  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t s  h a d  

b e e n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  o f  t h e  i n t e n d e d .  T h e  s t a t i o n s '  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  s h o w in g  

t h o s e  p ro g ra m m e s  i s  t h a t  s u c h  i l l s  i n  s o c i e t y  m ay b e  c o r r e c t e d .  H o w e v e r  

i t  s e e m s  f ro m  t h e  s u b j e c t s '  r e s p o n s e  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  o n l y  s u c c e e d e d  i n  

p e r p e t u a t i n g ,  a n d  w i d e n i n g  t h e  s c o p e  o f  e x p e r i e n c i n g  s u c h  i l l s .

T h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  e x a m p le s  o f  e v i l  w h ic h  h a d  o n l y  b e e n  e x p e r i e n c e d  

b e c a u s e  i t  w as  p o r t r a y e d  o n  t e l e v i s i o n .  H f o u n d  t h a t  e v e n  t h e  s e e m i n g  

h a p p y  e n d i n g  t h a t  w as  c e r t a i n  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  r e t r i b u t i o n ,  w a s  

f r a c t u r e d .  He f e l t  h a t e  r a t h e r  t h a n  l o v e  w as  b e i n g  m a g n i f i e d .

T he p o i n t  o f  t h e  a b o v e  s t i l l  g o e s  b a c k  t o  t h e  n e e d  f o r  p r o p e r  t r e a t m e n t  

o f  i d e a s  p r i o r  t o  p r o d u c t i o n .  T h e  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  o f  p r o d u c e r s  w i t h  

e x p o s i n g  t h e  i l l s  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y ,  ( R e .  p r o g r a m m e  o b j e c t i v e s ,  i n  

a p p e n d i x )  i s  n o t  m e t w i t h  a d e q u a t e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r e a t m e n t  i n  t h e  

p r o d u c t i o n  p r o c e s s .  A d - l i b b e d  p l o t s ,  s l a p p e d  u p  p e r f o r m a n c e s ,  b y  c r u d e  

t a l e n t s ,  w h ic h  o f t e n  c a n n o t  r e c e i v e  a d e q u a t e  p o s t  p r o d u c t i o n  t r e a t m e n t  

h a d  m e a n t  t h a t  t h e  f i n a l  p r o d u c t i o n  d i f f e r s  v e r y  l i t t l e  f r o m  t h e  c h a o t i c  

r e a l i t y  t h a t  i t  t r i e s  t o  p o r t r a y .

T he s i t u a t i o n  d e s c r i b e d  a b o v e  i s  d i f f e r e n t  f ro m  a  c a r e f u l l y  t h o u g h t  o u t  

s c r i p t ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  c a r e f u l l y  p l a n n e d  p r o d u c t i o n .  I n  t h e  l a t t e r ,  t h e r e  

i s  g r e a t e r  ro o m , t o  p l a n  t h e  e m p h a s i s  a n d  b u i l d  i n  t h e  d e s i r e d  m y th s  i n  

o r d e r  o f  p r i o r i t y .  As a  r e s u l t ,  e v e n  th o u g h  t h e  v i e w e r  r e c o g n i s e s  t h e  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  p o l a r i t i e s ,  h i s  r e a d i n g  m ay b e  t e m p e r e d  b y  t h e  b u i l t  i n  

e m p h a s i s .  T h i s  i s  b y  n o  m e a n s  a l l  t h a t  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  a f f e c t  t h e  im a g e s  

p e r c e i v e d  o n  t h e  s c r e e n .
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The subjects were not as critical of the English language programmes.
These were also seen as being reflective of reality. However, Si's
impression of the life portrayed in these programmes is that it presents
various relationships within family life. She positively identified the
theme of "love", either amongst siblings, or between lovers. To her
there was a portrayal of "the normal things that happen" in a family.
The existence of professionals in such settings was also remarked.

". . . Especially if you have a lawyer or an accountant or
something in the family, the way of viewing things will be 
different, auid that affects the way of life."

Throughout the observation week, the only dramas which SI was opportuned 
to watch undisturbed, were not the soap operas that she tried here to 
describe, but they were English language productions which indeed 
featured professionals, and intelligent people.

When compared, the reading of the English productions, bore semblance to 
those alleged to be manifest in the Yoruba language dramas. (Re. Day 5) 
The problem can thus be said to transcend the issue of production.

Other programmes

Except for the news, dramas, and adverts, it would appear that there
were no other programmes on television. When this was investigated, the
subjects did not express any objections to the other programme types.
For instance, SI claimed that she tries to watch the children's
prograunmes with the children. She felt that these programmes were
educative, but she could not offer much details about them. She was
impressed by the didactic nature of the story telling programmes.

" . . .  right from the beginning to the end, you try to get 
something out of it. And at the end of it, questions will be 
asked by the children, that is the TV children about what
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they have leamt. And if they can't get what they want the 
children to understand, this is passed to them, and the 
children love it."

In other words, subject is not only impressed by the content, she was 
impressed by the structure which built in participation, and closure of 
readings. Moreover, the fact the programmes are enjoyed adds to its 
value.

An interesting point which came out of the discussion about the 
documentaries was the preferred mode of reception. 51 preferred to watch 
documentaries in the bedroom where she will be more relaxed. The issue 
of concentration, and the absence of distractions can also be assumed.

Subjects had no qualms about their apathy towards current affairs 
issues. As a result they were not interested in programmes which were 
focused on such issues. This apathy, was extended to interviews and 
discussion programmes, because of the association of these formats with 
the topic. However, they expressed a conditional interest in the genre 
of programme (talks). Their interest in such programmes was to be 
dependent on the topic in focus. Again because of the known association 
of these formats with the current affairs issues, the exposure pattern 
was usually not deliberate.

R: So you don't like discussions and interview programmes?
51: Not really, except if it's a topic that I think I'm 

interested in, and that is if I [had] known before, 
otherwise, or okay, I just stumble into the programme..

R: B u t  m e r e l y  s e e i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t ' s  a n  i n t e r v i e w .  I ' v e
n o t i c e d  t h a t  y o u  t u r n  i t  o f f .

51: That's it! [laughing]
R: That's not even giving it a chance to impress you.
51: Once I know that maybe it's something that doesn't even
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i n t e r e s t  m e, I 'm  n o t  k e e n .  I  p r e f e r  d o i n g  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e ,  
m a y b e  t h a t  i s  t h e  t i m e ,  I  r e m e m b e r  "O k a y  l e t  me s t a r t  
g e t t i n g  t h i s  d o n e " .  I  j u s t  f o r g e t  E üx)u t t h a t .

T h e  n o n c h a l a n c e  t o w a r d s  o t h e r  p ro g ra m m e  t y p e s  w a s  n o t  c o n c e a l e d .  T h i s  

c o m p le m e n te d  t h e  o b s e r v e d  v i e w i n g  p a t t e r n .  T h e r e  w a s  n o t  m uch  o f  a  

c h a n c e  t o  w a tc h  TV i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t .  T h e y  w e r e  a l w a y s  s o  p r e o c c u p i e d . I t  

w as  t h u s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  l i t t l e  t o  s a y  a b o u t  t e l e v i s i o n .  

T h i s  w a s  y e t  a n o t h e r  f a m i l y  i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  p r e s u m e d  t a r g e t  a u d i e n c e .  

T h i s  m a d e  t h e i r  sum m ary  o f  l i f e  a s  p o r t r a y e d  o n  TV o f  g r e a t e r  i n t e r e s t .

Images of Life
H : I f  I  c a n  j u s t  t e l l  y o u  i n  o n e  w o rd ,  w h a t  c o m e s  t o  my h e a d

no w , I  w i l l  s a y  we l i v e  i n  a  w o r l d  o f  p r e t e n c e .

R : Why p r e t e n c e ?

H : B e c a u s e  i t ' s  a  g r a n d  d e l u s i o n

T h i s  w a s  a  p o s i t i o n  w h ic h  t h e  women i n  t h e  g r o u p  d i d  n o t  c o n f i r m  o r  

r e j e c t .  T h e y  w e r e  c o n t e n t  t o  h a v e  H s p e a k  f o r  th e m .  He w as  n o  d o u b t  t h e  

o p i n i o n  l e a d e r .  I t  w as  h i s  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t e l e v i s i o n  w as  a  g ra u id  d e l u s i o n  

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  i n h e r e n t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  i n  t h e  p o r t r a y e d  i m a g e s .

F rom  t h e i r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  i t  w as  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  a  g o o d  com m and o f  t h e  

l a n g u a g e  o f  p r e s e n t a t i o n ;  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  u s e  o f  l a n g u a g e ;  p r o p r i e t y ;  

l o g i c  o f  r e a s o n i n g  w e r e  q u a l i t i e s  w h ic h  t h e y  a p p r e c i a t e d  i n  p r o g r a m m e s .

T h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  p r o p r i e t y  w a s  s e e n  a g a i n s t  t h e  c o n t e x t  i n  t h e  p ro g ra m m e ,

t h e  v i e w i n g  c o n t e x t ,  a n d  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  r e a l i t y  t h a t  w as  b e i n g

p r e s e n t e d .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  w h i l e  t h e y  w e r e  c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e  a b u s i v e  

l a n g u a g e  i n  t h e  Y o ru b a  d r a m a s ,  t h e y  w e r e  a b l e  t o  e x c u s e  t h e  d a n c e s  i n
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the musical video that were condemned in other locations. The reasoning 
was that the dance forms were a part of the culture. It was the process 
of fitting these into the medium - camera work, and the choreography - 
that made the forms seem exaggerated. By so doing, they suggest a link 
between, understanding of the conventions of production, and the 
production of meaning.

Perceived Role of television
In spite of their criticisms, the subjects still felt that there was a 
place for television in the society. In the first place, they identified 
the fact that there was not much else by way of structured 
entertainment. However, the primary function which they expected from 
television was that it should be a medium of information, and then 
entertainment.

H: One would want to watch television for information, for 
maybe entertainment, but if I have [pause] in this 
country, you are glued. I cannot go, you see, it's 
dangerous to go out. Where are you going to go to? We 
don't have parks. In Sagamu area, the only pastime in this 
place is parties, and so if you are opposed to parties, 
there is no place for you to go. No stadium, no swimming 
pool, no open spaces, eh, no security, you can't drive 
out. There's very little. All you do is, sit down eat, no 
place to have exercise. Maybe all you hear people talk 
about is the kind of dresses and clothes to put on, 
absolutely trash. . .

The above outburst was one borne out of hurt. The subject realised from 
his exposure, that there was more that could be done. His analysis shows 
the fact that television has the potential for much higher reach to its 
audience than the present apathy makes possible. The audience is not 
opposed to the aims of the producers to be channels of information, 
particularly such that would enable them function more efficiently in 
the society. The question however, was in how this was spelt out - in 
the content and treatment of such.

737



LOCATION 10 - A RURAL YUPPIE

The subject in focus is a graduate of Psychology, who has a professional 
interest in television (advertisements) She thus has specialised 
knowledge of the TV industry. She is is an avid reader, and besides 
being educated, she is well informed. Although she is interested in how 
the medium has been used, she is very uninterested in the programming on 
the medium. She is very critical.

The subject is aged about 27. She was engaged just before the study. 
This meant that she was preoccupied with the preparations for the 
wedding. In addition she was acting as guardian for a family who had two 
little children, (aged 3,and 2). She was assisted by S2.

S2 was younger, about 20 years old, and more directly responsible for 
looking after the children. She was also not as educated. She only had 
partial secondary school education. She thus had to defer to SI . In 
spite of her full time domestic schedule, she had a keen interest in 
television.

SI was teaching in a private primary school as part of the National 
Youth Service Corps scheme. This meant that she should have had plenty 
of free time, having an 8.00 a.m. - 4.00 p.m. work day. This was not the 
case. She was engaged in extra mural classes for two sets of children; 
one of primary school pupils, and another of secondary school students. 
The lessons had to be run separately. This meant that subject as well as 
the older children were sometimes, engaged till late in the evening - 
about 9 o' clock.
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In addition to these, the subject was also involved in catering 
supplies.

H was Si's brother, and the family lived in a comfortable bungalow. The 
home was a multiple set home. There was a colour TV set in the sitting 
room with a video set; and a black and white set in one of the rooms. 
There was limited access to this set, unlike that in the sitting room. 
The sitting room was adjacent to the dinning room which was also 
occasionally, the venue of the coaching lessons.

Day 1
Subject returned late from school. Transmission had begun at this time. 
The children were playing outside, and the brother had not returned from 
work. S2 was engaged, preparing the meal. SI went out immediately, (to 
attend a prayer meeting). She returned at about 7.30 p.m.

After eating she had to attend to her pupils, who had been waiting for 
her. She then excused herself and went to rest in her room. It is not 
clear if she went to sleep or if she was reading.

S2 on her part was not interested in any of the programmes that were on 
air. Like the subject in location 5, she had arrived at the conclusion 
that there was no programme on Mondays.

The only programme which SI expressed an interest in, was a foreign 
comedy, a British production - "Yes, Prime Minister!" This programme was 
scheduled to come after the network news - at about 10.00 p.m. Although 
she did come out as she had decided to watch the programme, she fell 
asleep, within the first 5 minutes of waiting. As a matter of fact, she
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h a d  o n l y  com e o u t  t o  s a y  " G o o d n i g h t " ,  w h en  s h e  r e m e m b e re d  t h a t  t h e  

p ro g ra m m e  w as  o n .

On her part 52 had been occupied throughout the evening. By the the time 
the network news was on, she had only just settled the children in their 
beds. She had then returned to the kitchen, and the sitting room, to 
tidy up for the night. While she waited for H to have his meal, she sat 
down before the set. She was thus exposed to some of the news which she 
did not set out to watch. Although the subjects had rejected the 
programmes for the evening, the set had been left on. It was not long 
before she went into the room.

H had not consciously watched the news either. Although he sat within 
range of viewing the set, he did not appear to pay attention to it. He 
was still sitting before the set when the comedy came on. He was given 
himself time after the meal, so that he did not have to go straight to 
bed. As a result, he watched a bit of the progrsunme before retiring. 
There were no remarks about what he saw, and it was not clear if he was 
really watching. He seemed uninterested. He was tired and pre-occupied. 
Thus ended the observation for the evening.

Day 2

It was a less hectic day for SI. She returned at the usual time from 
school, (about 4.30 p.m.). She had had a chance to rest, before the 
students for the coaching lessons arrived. By 7.00 p.m., subject was 
anticipating the Christian soap opera. Another Life. In the meantime the 
set was left on but the volume was subdued. She was however conscious of 
what was going on. The TV which was on OGTV was blank. Subject deduced 
that there had been a cut in the power supply at the station. What was
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interesting was that she was steeling herself for the disappointment 
that this would mean.

Even before the station had a chance to explain the problem, she had
assumed that the programme would not be shown that evening. As a result,
she switched the channels round. As she was doing this, her attention
was caught by the 7UP, Fido Fedo commercial. This evoked a positive
response from her.

SI : This is one of the most creative adverts I've ever seen.
This one! It isn't until now, that I know that it's 7UP 
that is being advertised. You know, they successfully 
made use of the suspense theme.
For about 3 to 4 weeks they've been showing us that the 
difference is clear. "The difference is clear" and 
because it was animated, cartoonish kind of, you'll be 
wondering that "What is this that the difference is 
clear?. . . " [sic]

Subject went into an analysis of the strategy employed in the launching 
of the Fido Fedo campaign. As she had observed, for weeks, the animation 
of Fido Fedo had been shown, along with the question, "What is the 
difference? " The curiosity of the viewers, as noted in other locations 
(for example in #8, #9) had been aroused.

SI noted that there were not so many adverts that had been as creative. 
She was particularly impressed because it had shown her that some 
thought had gone into the production of the message. It was very 
important to her that the message showed some intelligence. She found 
the message -

"very creative, and entertaining".

There was no reference to the attitudinal or behavioural changes that 
the message may have evoked. What was important to her was that her
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intelligence was not being undermined, a charge which she levelled 
against a lot of the other adverts.

W h ile  t h i s  a p p r a i s a l  w a s  g o i n g  o n ,  t h e  s e t  w as  i g n o r e d ;  w h ic h  m e a n t  t h e  

o t h e r  a s p e c t s  o f  p ro g ra m m in g  w h ic h  c a m e  o n .

S2 in the meantime was feeding the children. She had brought them to the 
living room so that she would not miss any part of the anticipated
programme.

Because the station had been changed, there was no way of knowing what 
happened on the channel - OGTV. The set had been left on LTV, which also 
showed the serial Another Life at a later time. S2 concentrated on
watching this whilst S1 continued her appraisal of the various 
advertisements.

There was the advert of Harp Larger beer, which was the first on the
subject's list of "stupid" adverts.

"Hey look, they are playing Polo, they took a break, and they 
went to take a drink, beautiful! The drink was Harp beer! I 
mean! And what surprises me is that everybody else didn't see 
that. You know, for crying out loud! Are people stupid? Some
of us do watch these things you know. It really hurts me. And
somebody tries to stand . . up to their defence. . . They
went and took the drink and went back to the field to play 
Polo. Do you drink beer when you are on a horse moving at XYZ 
kilometer speed per hour? Do you want to kill yourself? I 
mean that is really dumb. That's what I mean by creativity 
and intelligence in adverts. "

The subject because of her training was able to articulate what perhaps 
others had seen but had not been able to describe appropriately 
Whereas they had merely classed the adverts as being "meaningless" as 
did the subject in location 12, S1 here, was able to articulate the
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i l l o g i c a l  r e a s o n i n g  i n  t h e  m e s s a g e .  T h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  e x a m p le s  

w h ic h  s h e  c i t e d .

She was so familiar with the adverts, that she could even ape the 
gestures and the delivery of the lines. Two of the other adverts cited 
were those for Venus Gold body products, and Chevalier brandy. Her 
familiarity with these went beyond her exposure to them on the 
television. Her experience with them included the exercises she had had 
in her classes.

As noted 52 was mindful of the programmes. She, it was, who got up to 
change the channel to an NTA station. She wanted to watch the comedy on 
the network service. The New Masquerade. Having said her piece, SI
returned to reading her book, and she completely ignored the comedy. She 
did not even bother with the programme which she had set out to watch. 
She had missed it on the two stations. She did not appear to be
particularly interested in any viewing. Although her mood had been 
positive when she saw the 7UP commercial, this had changed following the 
appraisal of the other unsatisfactory adverts.

Contrary to SI, S2 had finished her chores hurriedly, prepared the 
children for bed, and settled down to watch the programme. Even when 
prompted to watch the programme, SI confirmed that she was not 
interested.

R : Why d o n ' t  y o u  l i k e  i t ?  . I s l

SI : How c a n  a n  a d u l t  b e  c r y i n g ?

H e r  o b j e c t i o n  w as b a s e d  o n  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  c a s t i n g  i n  t h e  p r o g ra m m e .

A l th o u g h  s h e  r e c o g n i s e d  t h e  f a c t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  q u e s t i o n  w e r e
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supposed to be boys, she still saw them as grown men, which they were.
In addition, she did not find the story line realistic;

"I just think of them as useless old men. How can he 
[Zebrudaya] make his servants cry so? You know that kind of 
thing. So I'd lost interest [in the programme] from the 
onset. . . "

The image which the subject had, was that which the programme had since
departed from. She was still holding on to this after several years, and
it had underscored her attitude to the programme.

"But you'll agree with me that they used to cry? Ehen! An 
adult man who erred and starts crying, and he's going to be
at it for the next fifteen minutes."

Besides casting, the above remark also points to poor techniques of 
production, which some other subjects had alluded to. That the actor
spends, what seems like the next 15 minutes, (in a 30 minute programme)
crying, suggests that too much time was spent on the particular scene. 
This is similar to the comment of S2 in location 8 (Day 6).

Si's attitude to the programme, also stems from her limited appreciation 
of the programme. She reported that she did not understand the point 
there was to it. She did not always understand what was going on. This 
is an example of a local production which was alien to a local viewer. 
She could not blame this on the use of pidgin English with which she had 
limited competence, because there were other local productions which she 
could follow, even though they also employed pidgin English. The 
distinction existing between the example she cited, and the programme in 
question, was the setting. SI belonged to one culture, and not the 
other.
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As a  r e s u l t  o f  h e r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  r e l a t e  w i t h  t h e  p o r t r a y e d  c u l t u r e ,  w h ic h  

w as t h e  c o n t e x t  i n  w h ic h  t h e  m e s s a g e  w as  b r o u g h t ,  s u b j e c t  h a d  d i f f i c u l t y  

f i n d i n g  t h e  g i s t  o f  t h e  m e s s a g e .  T h i s  t h u s  a d d e d  t o  h e r  i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  

t h e  p ro g ra m m e .

Her lack of interest in the programme, was another cue for subject, and 
she began another critique of television programmes. At the core of her 
resentment was the lack of creativity. She identified this as a lack of 
originality in the locally produced TV programmes. The subject even 
feared that she might be "too foreign inclined" in her taste.

G o in g  b y  h e r  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  h e r  e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  h a v i n g  a  

f o r e i g n  t a s t e  i s  n o t  r u l e d  o u t ,  b u t  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  w e r e  n o t  b a s e l e s s .

She cited the example of a local comedy, "Second Chance". The programme 
which was on the network service, had since been discontinued. It was a 
comedy which replicated the idea in the British production. Mind Your 
Language. Mind Your Language had itself been on the NTA schedule before 
Second Chance came on. As a result, the subject did not need to have 
lived in Britain to have a stcuidard against which to measure the new 
programme.

"In the first place, why did they, oooooh! . . . When Second 
Chance came, and it was the same classroom setting teaching 
and everything. An adult teaching class, you know, a 
language. It was very very obvious that look, nobody thought 
of that thing, until we had watched Mind Your Language, from 
reverse to fastforward on the Nigerian screen, then somebody 
is now taking the hints from them, and wants to Nigerianise,
(you get) a foreign programme. It's dumb now! I can't have 
watched Mind Your Language for 5 years, and really enjoyed 
it, you know, and come and sit down to watching Second 
Chance. The production is not as good; the jokes are not 
original; the punchlines, you've heard them before - there's 
nothing in it. So I mean, that is the long and short of all 
these [comedies], [sic - my emphasis]
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A g a in  a s  s h e  w as  w o n t t o  d o ,  s u b j e c t  h a d  i g n o r e d  t h e  v i e w i n g  o f  t h e  

p ro g ra m m e , t o  a i r  h e r  c r i t i c i s m s  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e .  I n  t h e s e  s h e  g i v e s  a n  

i n d i c a t i o n  a s  t o  h e r  a p a t h y  t o w a r d s  t h e  s e t .

The subject had made a distinction between the local comedies. She did 
not extend the observations noted aüDove, to the comedies employing the 
vernacular. Notable of these was the original Alawada series (Baba 
Sala). As with the other subjects, she appreciated Baba Sala's 
contribution. Having said that, she feared that the programme as it was 
being shown presently had become influenced by the times, and was now 
introducing a focus on the diabolical.

T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  co m m en t s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  s u b j e c t ’ s  r e j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  

p r e s e n t  p r o g ra m m in g  a m o u n te d  t o  a  r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e v a l e n t  v a l u e s  i n  a  

c h a n g i n g  s o c i e t y .

She concluded that it is a shame, that the medium was being used in such 
a way. This subject had made a distinction between the technology and 
the use to which it had been put. This verbal expression is a more 
direct way of the making the distinction. In some other cases, (as in 
location 3, 4, 9, and 11), the distinction had been expressed in the 
alternative use of the medium. It was used to view videos, scheduling 
programmes of their choice. There was a collection of home videos in 
this location as well.

SI momentarily turned to 82, and inquired about the programme. 52 could 
not tell what the programme was about, yet she was supposed to have been 
attending the programme. It was not clear if the story had not evolved 
sufficiently for her to report what was going on, or if she had been
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distracted by SI 's critique, which was quite vehement; expressing the 
depth of her feelings.

SI then returned to expressing her gripes. Her focus began with the
flaws in presentation.

"It is the responsibility of the stations to put somebody who 
knows what he's doing there. A presenter comes and just 
cannot speak proper English! . . .  I can't sit down and 
listen to the programme he's presenting. When in fact the one 
who is telling me about the programme doesn't know what is 
going to happen, you get? Some unpardonable slips. . . "

Subject was confident that within 20 minutes of viewing, she would
encounter examples of such slips.

They are there, whether you agree with me - they are there.
So somebody comes and says, that "You have been watching 
OGTV, and the programme was eh" - In the first place he is so 
drab, you can see that he himself has not been watching. It's 
just [because] 'It's my shift tonight, and I'm your duty 
announcer' or something.
He talks more, all sorts of grammatical errors. At the end of 
the day, [he says] 'Will you now sit down and watch - ' Ah, 
forget it! "

Subject's concern with presentation was in a sense linked to the earlier 
expressed concern - respect for her intelligence. This meant that the 
presentation itself, added to the meaning of what was said - that the 
presenter was not enthusiastic made the viewer feel that the programme 
was not worth watching. Likewise, the stumbling of the presenter was 
interpreted as a lack of competence on the issue that such a presenter 
had brought. All these resulted in the subject refusing to be exposed 
to the content of the medium.

In spite of her deliberate refusal to attend TV programming, subject 
exhibited a knowledge of some of these. For instance, she reported on
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the some good adverts that she had seen recently. That of 7UP has
already been cited. There was another in which she confused the name of 
the brands. She referred to the Bournvita commercial, but identified it 
as that of a competing brand Vitalo. The key concept which she 
remembered clearly, was that the product was the food drink which offers 
Vitality.

The subject thus showed again that she focused on the promise of the 
product, and not just what it says. [Re. comments about Harp beer
earlier on in the day.]

The confusion of the two brands also buttressed the allegation of a lack
of freshness on the part of the advertisers; the similarity in the
messages encourages such confusion.

"It's the same setting, well may be I won't bet my last Naira 
on it, but it's the same house which they use to advertise 
Cornflakes in the morning, the same family they use in
advertising toothpaste; the same family they use in 
advertising Lipton tea. It's the same man, his wife and his
children - Ribena drink, Lipton tea, UTB [Universal Trust
Bank] toothpaste in the morning, all of them and I mean so, 
you just could put one for the other and come up with the 
same rubbish! - 'Take it easy dear, have a good day' -
Whether it's tea [that] he drsuik or the cornflakes he ate; or
if it's the bank to which he's going - it's the same thing! .

Although S1's reading seemed exaggerated, (as S2 pointed out, that the 
adverts do not all use the same words), there was a striking similarity 
in the meaning which the adverts conveyed to her. In her reading, she 
had gone beyond the exact words that were used, to the promise that was 
embedded in the words. Besides the similarity in the themes of the 
adverts, subject again identified the lack of originality in the 
conceptualisation and presentation of the messages.
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"We've had Kellogs cornflakes on our ears for so long. 
Kellogs was the only cornflakes that Nigeria knew. . . Nasco 
came with cornflakes - Ah beautiful we can now make 
cornflakes in Nigeria, and it's of good quality - advertise. 
Why did it have to be a cock? Couldn't they have found 
something else to advertise the cornflakes apart from the 
"Koo ko roo koo" that Kellogs used to advertise theirs for 
the past - Mr, Kellogs died may be 3 centuries ago, why did 
they have to steal Mr. Kellogs idea? " [sic]

While the subject was busy criticising more advertisements, the three 
year old at the mention of a particular advert, re-hashed the lines in 
the advert. She was more accurate thaui the subject.

Subject blamed the similarity in the messages for her incompetence. It 
however seemed from the observed pattern that her chequered viewing 
could also have accounted for her inaccurate reading. Since the 
beginning of the exercise, subject had not settled down to watch any 
programme on TV. Rather than be drawn into the programme by the cues 
which attracted her attention, she was prompted by those cues to launch 
into a criticism of the service. She seemed to have focused on the 
negative aspects of the programming. Even when she saw what was 
commendable, it reminded her of those myriad of other condemnable 
aspects of the programming. Her attitude towards the entire service, was 
a block for the messages that were in the programmes.

There was another point which emerged from her criticism. This was the 
divergence in her reading, and that of S2. Whilst S2 accepted the cock's 
crow as a signifier for the time of day, and thus not out place in the 
various adverts, S1, because she had taken the message on a different 
level of meaning, found the use of the signifier as being trite, and 
unimaginative. It would appear that Si's education accounts for this 
difference in reading.
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As the observation progressed SI was clearly the one who had difficulty 
identifying characters. It appears that to her, they are just icons, so 
she cared mainly about the image that they portrayed. For S2 the 
characters are indicators, who are merely playing specific roles. So, 
while S2 is easily satisfied, with the apparent message, SI is not, as 
she launches into an analysis of the programme.

Some of the subject's objections about adverts, stem from the fact that 
the products are targeting the same market strata, and using similar 
talents and settings which even when not replicable, are 
interchangeable.

Another of Si's observation is that of the limited pool from which 
talents are drawn. As a result, the same talents are seen over euid over 
again. As she pointed out, it is the same person who sells Cadbury's 
chocolate spread, who sells one of the new trade banks. The character 
plays the lead role in both, and she had been a star in one of the 
popular (discontinued) drama series. To the subject, this diminished the 
effectiveness she might have had in her delivery of the messages, 
because she was no longer fresh. Another advert which she identified as 
being good; which showed some ingenuity. It was that which playing on 
the brand name, "packed" 33 people into a 2 - door panel van. This was 
such an obvious exaggeration that it did not insult her intelligence. 
Instead, it was so striking, that it became cui effective aid to 
memorability of product name. It is interesting that subject had taken 
the trouble to count the people who were packed into the car, and was 
certain that there were 33 of them. (The advert is similar to the 
current Britvic orange juice commercial which tries to squeeze several
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fat men into a telephone booth)

"I sat cuid counted it one day. . . and I found that 33, yes
they had 33 people coming out of a car . . . Ha! Ha! Ha!
Everybody has a good laugh at least it has entertained you,
whether you want to drink double 3 Export or not."

It was not long before Si's attitude affected S2. The attitude was
contagious, and 52 chipped in her own examples of the "ridiculous".
These were adverts of household items - various soap, and bouillon
cubes. 31 was again the one who articulated the shared sentiments.

51: (mimicking the advert) 'Mummy I'm sure it is the Maggi
your - (laughter) These things are ridiculous. A child comes 
back from boarding house, maybe 11 or 12, 'Oh mummy' in a 
very false voice, in the first place, a very very false 
accent, 'Oh mummy. I've missed home. 'I'm sure it is the
Maggi cube in my soup that you missed. ' - Can you imagine?
Not the soup, it is the Maggi that is inside the soup that 
you missed. You know, you just wonder. . .
51: As we talk about it. I'm reminded of the soap adverts.
One woman brings out her whole laundry - Elephant blue 
detergent, complete with lipstick. See her bangles up to 
here; [points to the elbow level] well manicured nails, then 
she wants to come and start scrubbing - OOOh! Is that how you 
dress to wash clothes? "

At the end of the day, there had been no viewing. Each attempt to focus 
on something good from the service, ended up being reminders of even 
worse offences that had been observed. 52 who seemed interested in the 
programme, had been successfully distracted by 51 and her griping.

Although 51 recognised herself as being extreme, the subject realised 
that she was not the worst offender. She cited the example of others who 
do not even bother to give the TV service a chance at all.

The only programme which subject expressed an interest in watching on a 
regular basis, was the soap opera - Another Life, but the incentive to 
watch that was dampened by the fact that she had watched the entire
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series, and knew the outcome of the story.

SI is of the opinion that TV was not worth watching especially between
the hours of 6.30 and 8.30 p.m. "Everybody is reading news in one
language or the other". [Refer to the programme schedules in the
appendix to verify this remark]

" People like OGTV finish their State news, [and] straight on 
to the network news. In fact, they hold back the network news 
for a couple of minutes to finish their State news. So, that 
means you watch TV, you are watching news for at least one 
hour, and a half, solid! "

What made the trend even more offensive was the content of the news that 
was presented.

"There isn't anything to talk about. Is there that much to 
talk about. Even if there is, they are not saying it well 
enough. Hun! un! [ grunts illustrating the type of 
insignificant details in the news, followed by more concrete 
examples] - Somebody did Iwuye [chieftaincy] ceremony; what 
was that they showed on OGTV today? That the man was praying 
and he could not even remove his cap? . . . They spent 15
minutes on that feature alone, and they went from the house 
opening [warming] ceremony, to another funeral. . . It was
not a prayer meeting, so the praying was no issue. . . "

Subject's inattentive demeanour had been responsible for her misreading 
in the particular details presented here, but her general observations 
were largely correct. In spite of her ignoring the programming, SI was 
aware of what was going on. She had just not cared enough to attend the 
programmes.

The programme which she was describing was not the news. It was a 
special feature on a king's coronation anniversary that had been on at 
8.00 p.m., preceding the OGTV news which came on at 8.30 p.m. This 
special feature did bear a semblance with the news, auid the programme.
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d o v e - t a i l e d  i n t o  t h e  n e w s .  T h e  i t e m  w as  a l s o  f e a t u r e d  i n  t h e  n e w s c a s t .  

T h e  s u b j e c t ' s  c o n c e p t i o n s  w e r e  n o t  b a s e l e s s ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  

t o t a l l y  a c c u r a t e  a n d  t h e y  in f o r m e d  h e r  a t t i t u d e  t o  t h e  p r o g r a m m e s .

T h e s e  s o r t  o f  p r e c o n c e p t i o n s ,  h a d  k e p t  h e r  f ro m  t h e  p r o g r a m m e s .  F o r  

e x a m p le ,  s h e  w a s  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  s c h e d u l e d  

n e t w o r k  p ro g ra m m e  f o r  c h i l d r e n  -  S p e a k  O u t ,  w e r e  w e l l  r e h e a r s e d ,  w i t h  

t a i l o r e d  q u e s t i o n s ,  w h ic h  g i v e  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a  c h a n c e  t o  co m e o u t  

" s m e l l i n g  o f  r o s e s " .  T h i s  v ie w  i s  d i f f e r e n t  f ro m  t h e  r e a l i t y  w h ic h  t h e  

p r o d u c e r  o f  t h e  p ro g ra m m e  b o a s t s  o f .  T h e  p r o d u c e r  w a s  p r o u d  o f  t h e  

c h i l d r e n ' s  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  a n d  t h e  t y p e s  o f  c h a l l e n g i n g  q u e s t i o n s  w h ic h  

t h e y  ca m e  u p  w i t h .  S u b j e c t  w as  c e r t a i n ,  t h a t  i f  n o t  t h e  p r o d u c e r ,  t h e  

p a r e n t s  o r  o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  a d u l t s  i n  t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  l i v e s ,  ( S u n d a y  

s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s ;  n e i g h b o u r s )  w o u ld  h a v e  c o a c h e d  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  F o r  t h i s  

r e a s o n  s h e  w as  n o t  i m p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  p ro g ra m m e .

H e r  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n  w as  t h a t  t h e y  w e re  t o o  " i n n o c e n t "  t o  a s k  t h e  

t y p e s  o f  q u e s t i o n s  c r e d i t e d  t o  th e m . A t t h e  t i m e  i t  w a s  s h o w n , S I  w as  

b u s y  w i t h  h e r  s t u d e n t s  s o  s h e  d i d  n o t  w a tc h  t h e  p ro g ra m m e . S h e  h a d  o n l y  

o v e r h e a r d  i t .  Y e t ,  s h e  w a s  c o n v i n c e d  o f  h e r  v i e w s .  M o r e o v e r ,  s h e  s a w  t h e  

p ro g ra m m e  a s  a n  i m i t a t i o n  o f  o l d  p ro g ra m m e s  o n  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  s t a t i o n s .  

T h i s  r a i s e s  t h e  i s s u e  o f  f r e s h n e s s  i n  p ro g ra m m in g  a g a i n .

I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  h e r  d e l i b e r a t i o n ,  s u b j e c t  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  t y p e s  o f  

h e a l t h  p r o g r a m m e s  w h i c h  s h e  h a d  s e e n .  T h e s e  w e r e  a l s o  d e v o i d  o f  

i m a g i n a t i o n  i n  h e r  o p i n i o n .  T h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  

" v e r y  g o r y " , " r e a l l y  h o r r i b l e  l o o k i n g "  a n d  l a c k i n g  i n  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  

c o m m u n ic a te  t o  t h e  l a y  p e r s o n .  T h a t  b e i n g  t h e  c a s e ,  t h e y  h a d  n o t  s e r v e d  

t h e  p u r p o s e  f o r  w h ic h  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  p u t  o n  a i r .  [R e .  s u b j e c t  i n  l o c a t i o n
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1, and the viewing of the Health programme] On this occasion, she found 
a positive side to the error. The "really explicit pictures", "put the 
fear of God" in the viewer; that "if you do not brush your teeth, this 
is what gum cancer is all about".

The doctors who are invited to discuss the problems were seen by this 
subject as being too sophisticated, to communicate successfully with the 
audience.

Though she recognised that the programmes which she had condemned were 
all the result of hard work, she could not, regrettably, help holding 
those views. For her, the TV was left on simply for company. This is 
interesting because she would not have lacked company in the home. It 
raises the issue that there was more to company than just hearing voices 
in the home. It suggested that the subject, wanted to be in touch with 
the larger world as presented on TV in spite of the perceived lapses. 
This explanation can also be offered for the other subjects (notably 
those in location 2) who unequivocally condemned TV, but would not agree 
to having TV service scrapped.

While the news was being read, there was no interest shown in it. 
Subject focused on discussing the school trip which was a boat cruise. H 
arrived from work at about this time, (9.00, p.m.) he objected to the 
choice of food that had been prepared for him. Both 31 and 82 thus had 
to prepare something else. Although the preparation was not laborious, 
the activity had taken them away from the set completely. This put paid 
to the viewing of most of the news.

Even when she returned, 31 did not attend to the news. 32 returned a bit
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later because she had the added responsibility of clearing up. S1 rather 
than watch the news, read her book. She was not impervious to what was 
going on. She had another outburst as the station in view showed its 
promotional clip in place of the (last) commercial break within the 
network news. It was the station's use of the English language, that had 
aggravated her.

"Maybe it's just that we don't understand the English 
language anymore. - [mimicking the station] "The station of 
sophistication, and dedication . . . " - must you force a
rhyme? I think your aim should be to communicate. . . There 
are tidier ways of saying things without forcing rhyme. . .'

With that she launched into another spate of criticisms; all of which go
back to the lack of originality. This led to the question of the lack of
propriety, introduced by 52.

S2: As for OGTV they don't know what they ought to do in the
day time and at night . . ."

51: They will show Dynasty at 5.30, in the afternoon, and
Annie at 11.00 o' clock. . .

The focus of their attention at this time was the propriety of the 
scheduling patterns of the stations. OGTV was seen as the most notorious 
station of all.

As the network news gave way to the the station's commercial break, the 
subjects were attentive to the promos and adverts. It was those aspects 
which they considered negative, that they noticed first. At this point, 
S2 got up to change the station. There was no remote control in this 
location, which meant that a more deliberate effort was required to 
make any changes in what was being watched.

S2 zapped round, her change was not to a pre-determined destination. She
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eventually selected NTA (Abeokuta) channel 12. The station was showing a 
musical. The artiste in view was "Yellow man"; a (popular) reggae 
artiste. He is an albino, who has short (worm-like) dreadlocks. SI found 
the character "frightening", S2 found him off putting, though not 
frightful. The TV was switched back to OGTV in anticipation of the 
movie that may follow.

It was S2 who suggested the move, because she had watched the promo 
which advertised the schedule. She knew that there was a movie coming 
up. SI on her part was more ignorant of what to expect. Her limited 
exposure was compounded by the fact that she was more "loyal" to a 
particular station. This station, OGTV, was that which she criticised 
most. The "loyalty" referred to was not an expression of preference. It 
seemed to be a habit, that subject, because of her general apathy, could 
not be bothered to change.

It took the very first line in the awaited programme, for the subjects 
to decide that they were not interested in it, preferring to go to bed.

TV programme: Well, it looks like your life Mr. Nelson. . .
Si : Look, since they have started on that note, they will 

soon draw their guns. I am going to bed.

S2 also followed suit. The programme was identified by H who by then had 
joined the group, as the police series, "Dempsey and Memphis". SI 
equated it to "Starsky and Hutch". S2 was not familiar with the 
programmes enough to find any such categorical labels. The subjects 
waited to see who was correct. It was H. They had however been correct 
in their anticipation of a crime. SI had found the welling of the music 
as further evidence that there was to be a crime. She was right. At the 
crescendo of the music, a man was killed. It was at this time that she
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went in to the room.

It appeared as though S2 would not have minded watching but with S1's 
exit, she was obliged to leave as well. Thus ended the observation for 
the day.

Day 3

Being a Youth Corper, SI was released from her teaching assignment, for 
community service. She had seized the opportunity to travel out of town 
and returned very tired. In spite of that, she joined S2 in the viewing 
of the imported soap opera Dynasty. The programme was so captivating, 
that SI put her students on hold while she watched it.

She was really engrossed in the programme, and her outburst indicated 
the level of participation that there was. The outbursts also became 
opportunities to discuss the meaning that was taken from the programme. 
For S1, an evaluation of the programme was an assessment of the culture 
that it depicted. She drew on her experience of other "similar" 
programmes to support her position. Similarity in this case was not only 
based on the format, but on the depicted culture.

There was a court scene in which the issue of child custody had arisen
within the divorce proceedings. (Compare with the theme in the viewing
of Another Life in location 4). The following was Si's outburst.

"Immaturity! The way in which they marry and divorce, it 
shows they can't handle real life problems. It's not as if 
it's a real life situation, anyway . . . but don't you know 
what a commitment to marriage is? Stick with it and make it 
work. . . "

Subject referred to her perceptions of love, courtship and marriage (in

757



the Western world), and though she recognised the programme as being 
fictional, she expected to find her own real life standards. The 
fictional programmes were seen as depicting the reality of the culture 
that they portrayed. In this situation as well, the elasticity between 
reality and and the TV portrayal was expressed.

Without any particular regard for statistics, she was not surprised that

marriages do not last. She drew on her preconceptions of the society in
insinuating that the Western culture was indulgent. This is more

explicit in the following.
"This matter is similar to that in Another Life - the 
grandfather; [supporting his daughter against her husband so 
that he could have custody of his grandson] But these 
whitemen tolerate nonsense. What is the grandfather's 
business in the matter. Can you imagine Baba, coming to put 
his foot down about , is he n o t  's son? "

This reading showed subject's disrespect for the culture which was seen 
as being permissive. The programme was seen as showing "their" way. She 
did not recognise the universality of the problem being featured. It was 
used as a basis for comparison. In this case, she was able to identify 
those aspects of the culture which were "inferior" to that which she 
had. This was the one instance, where, in comparison with the more 
advanced Western society, the Nigerian society was perceived as being 
superior.

The 3-year-old (G) was able to identify items of furniture which were 
familiar to her. It is not certain that she was following the story 
line, but she was able to point out the visual aspects which she had 
seen in her own environment.

G: Aunty, we have this at the club, we have it.
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It seems natural, coming also from a three-year-old, that foreign 
programmes are assessed against the known reality of the viewer. This 
evaluation as has been seen in Si's reading, could evoke a contemptuous 
attitude. In this case, as in that in location 11, the contempt was 
towards the Western culture. Both situations had to do with values 
regarding morality. (There is a remote similarity in the rejection of 
films that was expressed in other locations)

In other examples that have been seen, the contempt was towards the 
viewer's society, for not being able to offer the better standards of 
living, which the programmes confirm exists elsewhere. The pattern is 
that while the viewers appreciate the infrastructure that the Western 
culture provides, they are disdainful of some of the (family) values 
that it holds.

In the course of the viewing, S2 engaged herself in making, G's hair. 
This meant that her attention was divided. Even then, there was a 
synergy between both subjects as they viewed. S2 was a more regular 
viewer of the series, and SI had watched the series at a much earlier 
date. They thus helped each other, clarifying the potential points of 
confusions that were within the programme.

31 : Oh, so these two are not married anymore?
S2: Yes, that's what I've been trying to tell you.
32: Will she marry him at last?
31: I don't know. I did not watch that bit. This maui really

loves this woman. She is the only woman she's ever loved
in his whole life.
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There were a range of responses which the programme evoked. For instance 
there was outburst from one of the characters, (Alexis to Blake), the 
whole uproar was at first funny, the subjects laughed. Thereafter, it 
was lamentable.

SI: The judge's ear will be full. Oh! . . . This judge is
very biased. Why is he asking this man to remain in 
control of himself? Can't he see that this woman provoked 
him with all the nonsense she's saying. What kind of 
foolish -, Jumoke [a friend] likes this girl, because 
she's "prim, prim, prim" you know. She's the kind of 
woman you would love to hate. She hates her, but then she 
loves her. - Why is he saying they should put Blake under 
control? Can't he see that Alexis is the sharp edged - "
[sic]

The subject's attention was swinging as her outburst showed. While she 
was reacting to the immediate situation, she was also responding to the 
character. One could then say that her reading was both horizontal and 
vertical; particular incident, as well as the more general implication 
of such.

This type of reading determined the level of attention which the subject 
gave to particular segments of the programme. For instance, it enabled 
her to make predictions about the unfolding plot. There was complete 
silence when such were to be verified.

[As the two rivals confronted each other]
SI : They will fight in a minute. They will never stop

fighting. This woman is a witch!
SILENCE

[There was complete attention to the dialogue. It was an 
encounter between the "victim" and the "villainess". The 
commentary only came as the anticipated point was made]
S1: [of victim] She's the best of them; the saint. . .
S2: She came to meet that woman by the hospital, and she told

him not to go near her children anymore and so on. That's 
how they landed themselves in the water, then their
husband arrived. Instead of
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SI: Hold on, hold on, let's hear what this one is going to 
say.

This was a most engaging programme for both subjects. Their focus had 
been on the resolution of life-like crisis, that was in it. The example 
cited indicate this. They evaluated the events, and the characters, and 
apportioned blame and sympathy as they saw fit. Their evaluation was 
based on the information available to them from the programme; and 
their predispositions to the specific problems. These came from their 
own held values; their real life experience and that from other 
programmes.

At the end of the programme, SI launched into her critique of Nigerian
productions again. The programme was used as a measure for the Nigerian
"equivalents". Subject was of the opinion that one of the soaps on the
network, which had "copied" some aspect of this programme in the
sequence of its opening visuals. Again, the point of departure, was the
issue of the lack of originality.

"That's the one I said the Nigerian programme copied. The way 
they just zoom in on a skyline. And then they go to Lagos.
Maybe they go to one high building in Lagos and take it and 
then begin to flash the names across this, with this very, 
what's it called, compelling music in there, so that whatever 
it is you are doing, you can - "Ah they've started" whatever 
it's called. It's so annoying. It's so unoriginal, that's 
what irks me. . . "

Rather than be appreciative of the effort, the subject was "irked" by 
the obvious similarity in the programmes. Her objection may not be 
restricted to the "copying" of foreign programmes. [Re. Day 2]. It also 
has to do with a problem compounded by the demands of television, the 
development of "formula" programmes, which arises from, and reflects the 
pressures of the industry's consumption. The issue of similarity of
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concepts, was only made worse by the inability to imaginatively mask 
such.

As the subject's choice of programme left the screen, she requested that 
the volume of the set be turned down. The output of the set only became 
"noisy" when there was no interest in such. When again her attention was 
called to a musical clip which she favoured (Christy Essien's "So So Ka
Gbo"), she asked that the volume be increased again. S2 had found the 
clip as she searched around the various stations.

She had done this, as she got up to turn the set down. On finding the
particular clip which she recognised as Si's favourite, she drew her
attention to it. SI appreciated the particular clip, because of its
communicative ability - the theme, the style of delivery, and she
recognised a freshness in the approach.

"Yes, this is my friend . . .leave it on, leave it on. So why 
is this woman my friend of all the songy people? Because her 
song, what she's singing about is very different. Do you 
understand? And she's being very frank; that "You new 
government, don't come and mess up." She's gone to the market 
women; she's gone to the offices; she's gone to the bus 
drivers, because we are the ones that are going to be ruled.
We the grassroots. Don't you see them? [reading the subtitles 
of the song] "We hear they are arriving again! " You know, I 
think it is original, she's not just singing 
"Shogologobangoshe" [A meaningless onomatopoea, made popular 
by a primary school text]

Subject was really impressed by this effort. She used both the visual 
and audio aspects of the musical to make sense of it. She was also 
impressed by the hardwork that she knew must have gone into the making 
of the programme. For instance, the fact that the singer was not Yoruba, 
and yet was rendering the song without any flaws, in the Yoruba language 
was in itself, as impressive as her boldness.
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She was also impressed that the song ended on a hopeful tone.

". . . It's on a positive note. It's not as if - this Nigeria 
is completely ruined, it's rotten! - Ehen, "God will assist 
us" You see, they should come, we are prepared for them, and 
with God's help we shall emerge victorious."

She believed that the songwriter deserved an award. An interesting 
aspect of the above illustration was the way the subject expanded on 
what she read. She read both that which she saw, as well as that which 
she could have seen. In addition, she read the totality of the song, and 
not just the individual lines as they came.

There was a consensus that the performer sings well. 
S2: She sings with all she has.

This was not the case with some others. All it took to reject some was 
the looks, especially as the songs did not have such striking meanings. 
In some cases, it was that the visuals were so detailed, and so explicit 
that they are better avoided.

"This woman looks like a demon". . .
"I think I've seen it before, they show some malnourished 
children. It's the kind of song I'd like to listen to with my 
eyes closed."

The end of the interlude was significant to the subjects. It was aui 

indicator of what time it was. For SI, it was an indicator of "the end 

of programming", since "there will be nothing else but news till 9.30 

p.m." As she had explained, the news as presented did not show that 

there was enough happening to warrant so much time being devoted to the 
news. She was certain that the various newscasts were almost exact 

replicas of each other.
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She had had to correct her initial assessment that there was not enough 
news. She recognised the fact that there was news, but identified the 
process of packaging news, as the problem. Her position challenged the 
definition of news. Her objections were summed up in the following 
vehement response to the suggestion that the news as presented, reflects 
the obvious statement that it makes - that there was no other news 
available in the society.

. .We know nothing about ourselves, yet we say there's no 
news. There is news! But they have not, - "they" meaning 
those who say it, and those who find it; news researchers. .
. they don't have a good concept of news. I was going to say 
they don't have a training school, but I remember that they 
do. I wonder though what they are taught in their training 
school. . . "

This subject, as even the less educated ones in location 2, is aware 
that the TV news is a product. Though she could not confidently blame 
their training, she knew that there was something missing in the 
production process. Again, her education had only helped her 
articulation. Her observations were very similar to those of the less 
educated group. The responses were similar - inattentive viewers, non
chalance in attitude to TV programming.

Unlike the less educated group of viewers, she did not completely ignore 
the set. She could not afford to. Being more directly affected by 
government directives, she still found use for the news. [Re. subjects 
in location 8]. This point is illustrated in the following.

In spite of her commentary on the news, she still had an eye on the 
news, and was able to caution herself, and attend to the item which 
caught her interest. This sort of viewing was facilitated by the use of
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visuals. She had become attentive when she sighted Youth Corpers in 
their uniform. She stopped to attend to that item because it was of 
relevance to her, being a Youth Corper herself. As soon as she 
established what the story was about, she just carried on as before, 
"relaying her own newscast", as the TV newscast was being read.

Another item which caught the subject’s attention was the "multi
thousand" naira donation mentioned within an item. The news item was 
about the celebrations of a particular festival in a certain town. The 
magnitude of the ostentation, was what attracted the subject in this 
case. Thereafter, she noted the negative implication of the story to 
herself. Going by her experience of the station's pattern, she noted the 
fact that various aspects of the festival would dominate the programming 
for the next few weeks. In other words, she was fuelling her apathy 
towards the set for the period of time. It was on that note that she 
left the set to attend to her students.

As with the other educated subjects, she found that there was a greater 
need to rely on the TV (and less of radio) because of the prohibitive 
costs of newspapers. This was not to imply that the newspapers had a 
better news judgement, they were also condemned for their editorial 
judgement, and quality of their production.

At 7.00 p.m., when Another Life came on the air, (the station in view 
was OGTV), SI came round to watch the programme. She had given the 
students an exercise to keep them busy. One of the older students was 
known to be an ardent fan of the programme. SI noted that she was not 
concentrating, especially as she was within earshot of the programme. 
She therefore decided that the students should join her in viewing the
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programme, so that they could thereafter, face their assignment with 
undivided attention. It turned out that S1, again, did not watch the 
programme which she had set out to watch. Instead, she went in to have a 
short rest, while the student was left to watch the programme.

S2 on the other hand, put off her chores so that she could watch. There 
was not much consultation between both viewers, although the occasional 
outburst were still present. Each watched as though the other was 
absent.

The programme which followed was a serial drama in Yoruba. S2 waited to 
assess the programme. She had seen the promotional clip and had been put 
off by it. None the less, she still waited to see if the programme 
itself would be worth watching. It proved not to be, so she went off to 
complete her chores without any regrets. At this time 51 had resumed her 
teaching. The set was thus left unwatched.

In the event that the set was on, the subjects who were within earshot 
could not help overhearing the dialogue. This way, SI who had no 
interest in the programme found herself asking questions about it, and 
making comparisons; drawing parallels between her views of this and 
another drama. This was a foreign drama, the American produced soap. 
Another Life.

Though she did not directly watch the programme, she relied on S2's 
report of the aspects which she had seen. She thus "saw" the programme, 
through S2's eyes, but she negotiated the meaning from her own 
experience.
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In spite of her fleeting exposure to the programme, she was aüale to 
conclude that it was "more wicked and dreadful" than another of the same 
sort. That observation set her off on another spate of criticism of the 
television service.

In all these, subjects identified BCOS as being the best of the 
stations, because of its tradition of introducing innovations to 
programming - phone in programmes; the leisurely general interest 
magazine show on Saturday morning; and even the various Yoruba drama 
serials. They exhibited a familiarity with the trends in television 
programming in spite of their unceasing criticisms. An interesting 
aspect of their analysis, is their perception of the Yoruba serial 
dramas that they listed.

S2: They [BCOS] are the first to bring Feyikogbon, Yapon- 
yarin, something or the other, Aja Dudu; lya Pupa; these

SI : What is the meaning of Yapon-yarin? Is that the title of 
a programme as well? I hear that being said - Yapon- 
yarin; Kumo!

(Laughter)

The above assessment was not an accurate review of the facts, although 
it was the subjects perception. For instance, Feyikogbon was an NTA 7, 
production. It could thus not have been shown first on BCOS. The 
statement was a reference to the genre, and it was the similarity in the 
programmes, that was responsible for this error.

The names mentioned above are programme titles. With the exception of
one, their meanings have direct connotations with evil; sorcery; dread.

Yapon-yarin - tupsy turvey; spell induced calamity 
Kumo - Club (as in weapon)
lya Pupa - The red woman (red as in blood) a.k.a. witch
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A ja  D udu -  B l a c k  d o g  
F e y ik o g b o n  -  L e a r n  f ro m  t h i s

Although Feyikogbon does not have such a direct connotation with the 
dreary, it had become associated with such because of the similarity in 
the programmes, and its focus on the diabolical.

SI was thoroughly fed up with the entire genre, cuid requested that the 
channels be switched. S2 had left the programme on, whilst she lamented 
the latest addition to the schedule; recounting the atrocities in such 
programmes as she did so. This was to buttress her rejection of such. In 
doing so, she was "exposing" SI to the rejected programmes.

They never got round to switching the programme off, till it was 
concluded. The volume was merely reduced. SI noted how lengthy the 
closing credits were, and commented. She wondered about the number of 
people who had sponsored the programme.

During the commercial break, the Boumvita commercial came on. The 
volume of the set was still subdued at this time, but the visuals had 
still attracted the viewers. It was S2 who first noticed it, and drew 
S1's attention to it. G requested permission to turn the volume up. She 
was also fascinated by the advert. This was how the TV regained it's 
aural presence.

It was while S2 was assisting G with the volume, that she remembered 
another drama on the network service. (The Young Ones). She thus changed 
the channel at the end of the commercial.

SI was not sufficiently familiar with the said programme. She again
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relied on S2's description to identify the programme. In spite of the 
differences in their educational status, this subject's behaviour was 
similar to that of SI in location 1 . As a result, they were both open to 
misinformation.

This is not to suggest that the subjects are gullible. With sufficient 
exposure, they are able to correct the "errors" in the reading. The 
problem arises when they do not make themselves available for such 
exposure.

In this case, SI sat with the programme, although not concentrating on 
it, she was mindful of what was going on. After a few minutes, which to 
her seemed like ten minutes, and there was no change in the scenes; and 
she had not been captivated by the dialogue, she decided to go out to 
the club, rather than watch TV. She thus left 52 and the children at the 
set.

While they discussed the programme, they made references to other dramas 
on the network service. SI, was confused as to the distinctions in the 
identities of the programmes. It was an opportunity to clarify her 
reading of those programmes. It was also a chance for S2 to recommend 
the "likeable" programmes. It was an illustration of how group readings 
are generated. Likewise, it illustrated word of mouth recommendations, 
which influence choice - how the viewer's appetite is wet.

In rejecting the programmes, the subjects showed that the audience 
expect to be cultivated. Each individual wants to be pampered, not taken 
for granted.

"These OGTV are so discourteous. They don't even think of
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their audience. . . They’ll just be showing films 
thoughtlessly, as if it's a he goat or a sheep that's 
watching it. I'm not watching anymore 1 I'm going to the 
club."

The subject had tried OGTV, to see if there was a more acceptable 
programme which could replace the rejected drama. She had only found the 
news, and she was angered that it was all the station could offer after 
having spent, an hour on "the sorcery", and knowing that the next 
programme was to be the network news. It was this disappointment that 
evoked memories of others, and the above outburst.

Being stuck at home with the children, 52 was to choose from the 
available options. She relied on the judgement of the children - that 
which they preferred. This illustrates the level of loyalty that she had 
for the available options, (the drama on network, and the news on OGTV. 
LTV was not considered at all). The child opted for the drama.

It was not surprising that S2 left the set on, unwatched. Rather, she 
went about her chores, and thereafter she took the children to bed. Thus 
ended the viewing for the day.

The fact that the rejected programme dove-tails into the network news 
seems to have totally quenched any interest that the subjects might 
have had in viewing. They were not interested in the news, and did not 
find the programme interesting enough to endure viewing it. As a result, 
by the time the news came on, the group had dispersed.
H h a d  n o t  r e t u r n e d  f ro m  w o rk  a t  t h e  t i m e .

Day 4

Observation began at about 7.00 p.m. Subject was busy with her students.

770



The children were called in. Unlike other days, S2 did not show any 
interest in the set. She was very busy with her chores, which she 
normally left till later. On this day she cooked and fed the children, 
even prepared them for bed and had cleared up in the kitchen by 8.00 
p.m. It was only at this time that it became apparent, that she had 
structured her chores around the programme which she intended watching.

By 8 o' clock the family convened to watch a much talked about drama on 
the network service. There was a pre-determined plan to watch the 
programme.

At the beginning of the programme, SI was still working with her older 
group of students. She had dismissed the younger set earlier. Having 
given them an exercise, she joined in the viewing. This seemed to be the 
highlight of 52's viewing for the week, and she had infected the others 
with her enthusiasm in the programme.

The reception from the network service was particularly poor on this 
day, yet the subjects endured. 51 was still not as impressed by the 
programme. It was the one, whose opening visuals, she had perceived as a 
copy of Dynasty. She watched it anyway, but she soon gave up, preferring 
to attend to her students. They were interested in the programme, and 
when they had the opportunity, they sneaked over to the sitting room 
area, to see what was going on.

The viewing session was distracted by some children who came to deliver 
messages from their mother. S2 was the only one who had a fairly 
uninterrupted viewing. She did not entertain any distractions. She 
simply ignored them, as much as she could. These included instructions
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on what she needed to do.

She was so engrossed in the programme, and irritated by distractions, 
that she did not give an accurate account of some money she had spent. 
This ended up in argument, which temporarily kept her away from the 
programme. As soon as she had the chance, she returned to the programme.

By the middle of the programme, the children were in different states of 
sleep. They had not been taken to bed, but had been allowed to drift off 
to sleep in front of the set. These children, like in the some of the 
other locations, did not have a strict bedtime, though they were not 
allowed to remain past 9 o' clock. The network news was the indicator, 
if they had over stayed.

Another fact illustrated in this location, is children's use of time. 
Those who came for lessons for example; and those who came to deliver 
messages. [Re. locations 1, 2, 3, 11, 12]. With these other
responsibilities that they had, they were deprived of the freedom of 
uninterrupted viewing.

When SI returned to the programme, which was one hour long, she noticed 
a scene which had a fauniliar tinge. There was a segment of the scene, 
that appeared to be a replica of one which she had seen on an episode of 
Bill Cosby Show. This served as further confirmation that the programme 
lacked originality.

A l th o u g h  s h e  w as  p a c i f i e d  b y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  a t t e m p t  h a d  a  l i t t l e  

v a r i a t i o n ,  s h e  s t i l l  r e c o g n i s e d  i t  a s  a  " p h o t o c o p y "  o f  t h e  " o r i g i n a l "  

i d e a .  T h i s  w as  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s h e  r e c o g n i s e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y
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of the action being a feature in every day life.

SI : That was [from] Cosby show. This scene exactly , because 
I know I'd watched it before and I was so impressed by 
it. Bill Cosby's wife the lawyer, she'd gone to work, and 
she'd told her husband to make sure that the girl is 
given her medication. So he was trying to give the child 
the medicine. He'd put the medicine on a spoon for the 
little girl. So the little girl said "NoI You are not an 
aeroplane." He asked "What does that mean?" The girl said 
"Mummy makes me an aeroplane.” So he tried to sound like 
"Vroom". The girl said "That's a racing car" . . . Bill 
Cosby was at his wit's end. He had to go to the end of 
the room . . . See, that's what the guy is doing. It's 
dubbed straight out of Cosby! . . .
I mean it's not a bad dub; he's feeding her with food not 
with medicine"

The other programme had so impressed itself on her, that she remembered 
the exact lines. It was no wonder she was confident of her ability to 
recognise a "photocopy". It takes seeing both programmes to appreciate 
the subject's point - there was indeed merit to the point.

Besides the similarity, there was the lack of spontaneity in the "copy"; 
it was stiff. The method of coaxing was seen as being alien within the 
culture, and this made it apparent that it was an imitation.

The longer she sat at the set, the more SI found to complain about. Her 
objections were based on her assessment of courtesy and decency. On one 
occasion it was the posture of a character. It did not matter that it 
was a man, she objected to him sitting with his legs wide apart before 
the screen. In another instance, it was the way a particular character 
related to some others. The character in question was the girlfriend of 
a widower. 31's reaction on this occasion was more vehement.

"Shurrup, that's not how to be a stepmother!"
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By this time, it seemed that subject had developed an interest in the 
programme, but because she had not been following, she again had to rely 
on S2 to make sense of what was going on. When S2, for some reason was 
not there, she relied on commonsense interpretations of the sequence.

At the arrival of H, S1's attention again became diverted from the 
programme. She had to give him his messages, and thereafter, they shared 
their experiences for the day. After this, she proceeded to attend to 
the students, sorting out their homework. The programme had ended at 
this time and so the pattern had continued into the network news which 
came next.

In spite of the fact that the preceding programme had eventually become 
engaging, the subjects showed no apparent interest in the news, although 
they left the set on. There was an interesting comment which SI made as
she was eating at the table, out of viewing range, but within earshot of
the news.

A news item about the President Babangida had just been read, and her
response showed that she had not been impervious to the news. More than
that, it indicated the image which she had of the president.

"If I were to sit down at table with this Babangida, I will
not feel awed before him. I'm not sure how much regard I have
for him. I think I'll more easily tremble in my headteacher's 
presence than in his presence. . ."

The subject was thus projecting the disregard which she had for his 
presence on the screen, into a (hypothetical) reality. What is more 
interesting is that the attitude seemed like a direct rebellion, arising 
from the media coverage. It was a rejection of the imposing presence of 
Babangida in the news. This suggestion is worthy of closer inspection. A
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clarification of the existence of any such correlation would be of 
immense benefit to the public relations efforts of the Presidency.

The subject was so disdainful of the entire government. The president 
had only personified his government. Because it was the vehicle for 
presenting them, the news had been the object on which this attitude was 
reflected. The attitude was shared by other members of the family. In 
fact, such attitudes had been observed in varying degrees of intensity 
in other locations.

H, who watched the news deliberately on this day, had the same attitude 
towards the government. In his case however, he did watch the news, 
although his comments ran counter to what was being said. They were 
definitely negative.

W ith  a  p a r t i c u l a r  i t e m ,  h e  a c c u s e d  a  m i n i s t e r  o f  l y i n g .  He d i d  n o t  m in c e

t h e  w o r d s .  T h e  a c c u s a t i o n  h a d  b e e n  b a s e d  o n  w h a t  h e  sa w  a s  t h e  s h e e r

illogicality of the utterance - going by common knowledge, but further
buttressed by alternative informed sources.

H: I do feel sorry for these people [journalists at a press 
conference] . . .Because they are being lied to and they 
know. They know that this is a lie that they are 
listening to. They are paying more money for food, and 
somebody is telling them that this harvest is 13% higher .
. . P r o d u c t i o n  i s  n o t  h i g h e r !

The production that was higher when they were saying 
everybody should farm, farm - after all, we also planted
cassava then. So that is what made it seem so. But this
one is a big lie don't try to find the sense in it, it is
just a lie. Don't try to reason it.
A nd w hy I  s a y  i t  i s  a  b l a t a n t  l i e ,  i s ,  -------- , M i n i s t e r  o f
Communication or whatever he is, he went to America, let's 
hear what lie he's told again, [sic, but actually 
referring to Information minister who was then in view]

P a u s e  a s  t h e y  m o m e n ta r i l y  a t t e n d  t h e  i t e m .
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H: He went to America, and told the Americans that Nigeria is 
self sufficient in rice, wheat and flour. . . So the wheat 
users, the Master Bakers Association of Nigeria, just 
wrote a statement in the Sunday Concord, that - Well, we 
have an installed capacity of 40 million, utilisation 
percentage of maybe 10,000. So if you say we are self 
sufficient, we are not calling you a liar, but we are just 
stating the facts. . .

SI suggested that the minister in question may have been drunk! With 
this kind of reinforcement, the news item only evoked anger and 
resentment. It had only succeeded in bringing the government to 
disrepute, and further distancing it from the audience. This is the 
direct opposite of what the news had set out to do.

This illustration typified the group's response to the news. It 
appeared that it was better for the government, when they ignored the 
news, than when they attended it, and left with a reinforced negative 
image.

It was not only government officials who were the objects of ridicule. 
The subjects were generally intolerant of what they considered to be 
deceptive. For instance, there was the story which involved a renowned 
Nigerian football star. This story was not attended. The reason for this 
was because on sighting him, SI proceeded to give a report about him, 
auid some claims that he had made. These claims were challenged, suid 
evidence to the contrary were brought up within the discussion. H was so 
angered by the reported claims, and he kept pondering on them. There was 
no chance of him or any other person, concentrating on the other items 
of the news which followed. The pattern had been the same with the 
government stories.
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By the time the review of the highlights were read, the subjects had 
again become attentive. On this occasion, it was H, who broke the 

concentration, but he had only voiced an observation which SI had been 

trying to keep to herself. By voicing it, the observation was no longer 
considered an isolated feeling, there was confidence, in perceiving it 
as the acknowledged view.

H: Why is this one talking like this?

SI : She's singing! I just didn't want to say so, so that it 
appears like we are being critical or something. "World 
Culture" - I thought she said Cartier or something.

The subjects were intolerant of what they perceived as a forced 
phonetics. Even the presentation, had been identified as being phoney. 
This was the issue which was paramount in the viewing of the news. The 
subjects could not tolerate dishonesty. This still fits into the mold of 
Si's demand for a respect for her intelligence.

The newscast gave way to the OGTV station promo. Si's previously 

expressed views were reinforced by some spontaneous views which H 

expressed. This had not been solicited. H, was merely responding to the 
earlier criticised station promo. He picked on the announcer.

"This boy is a local champion."

The comment set SI on emother assessment of the mass media. This kind of 

assessment, was no doubt a regular occurrence in this location.

Their comments showed that they were not against a station being local. 

For instance, BCOS, which was voted the best station, was preferred 

because it was unpretentious about it's being local. It was admired for
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it's ability to reach those who were considered to be the station's 
audience - the local people. The offenders, were those stations which 
they expected to be local, but who were seen to be "trying" to be 
something else, other than what they could comfortably be.

"They are striving to attain the middle class status. . ."

The issue raised here is that of the station's programming strategy. 
These viewers were not impressed by the shot-gun approach, which aims to 
please various, often not complementary groups. They would rather have a 
more precise targeting, as with a rifle. The cost of this though is that 
they may not be covered in the programming of particular stations, but 
at least they would have been aware of this. That was at least sincere.

The success of this sort of programming, could only be achieved if there 
were a concerted effort within the industry at large. There must be 

agreement amongst the stations as to who should serve what interests, if 
the public service goals were to be maintained. Rather, than trying to 
beat each other at the same game, resources should be spread, to cover 

the various interests that need be served.

The discussion of the stations performance had not kept the programming 
out of the subjects view. Their discussion was halted by the the promo 
for a Yoruba film. The film was that of Baba Sala who S1 had noted was 
being gradually influenced by competition, to introduce the portrayal of 
the diabolical into his programmes. Although this film was not meant for 
television, it confirmed her view, and this was lamentable. She was of 
the strong opinion that this trend was as a result of competition. In 
other words, she was suggesting that the focus on sorcery, and such 
themes that she associated with the other Yoruba dramas, was proving to
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be popular amongst the audience.

H's response was in no way analytical. It was a simple declaration - 
"These people are sick."

The scene which was shown was in deed, gory and dreary. It was not to be 
immediately seen as being comical, unlike a programme like Bewitched, an 
AmeriCcUi comedy which also featured sorcery.

The longer they stayed, the more they had to complain about. H 
complained aibout the (Fuji) music that was featured as an interlude 
before the movie presentation. He was of the opinion that it may have a 
"tribal appeal". This lacks merit as S2, who was from the same tribe as 
he, enjoyed the music. It was he and SI who snobbed the music.

There were more complaints about the announcer when he introduced the 
movie. Because of the flaws in his pronunciation, it was difficult to 
tell exactly what the title of the movie was. The subjects thus had to 
stay to find out for themselves, by viewing the opening credits.

They had not even needed to see the title. Knowing that Steve McQueen 
was the star of the movie was enough for them to know that it was a 
Western. That knowledge in itself, was enough for SI to reject the 
programme. -

"They will soon start shooting themselves dead."

She searched round the various channels, and there was nothing 
attractive. The Ibadan channels were not clear, another channel was 
showing some talk programme; so she concluded that no station was
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interested in pleasing her for that night.

SI was of the view that what was discussed on the talk programmes was 
"total rubbish, and nonsense". This view made her distance herself from 
the programme without even assessing it. Though she claimed that she 
would watch them, if they had meaningful discussions, she did not even 
bother to find out what was being discussed in the particular instance. 
Her mind was already set.

With this evaluation of the programming, she went off to bed. S2 was 
also asked to go to bed. The time was about 10 o' clock. Observation 
ended at this time.

There were no more observations recorded in this location. There was an 
unanticipated public holiday, and the subject decided to travel out of 
town for the long weekend. The incompleteness of the observation period 
should however not be considered as a flaw. The pattern which had 
emerged within the first 4 days can be considered as being typical. This 
assessment comes from the researcher's continuing contact with the 
subjects in the location.

There was also no group discussion with these subjects as the 
spontaneous comments made during the "viewing" had covered the scope of 
the discussion. These comments were repeated, and consistent and having 
the discussion would have been tenuous. Besides, the subject, at the 
time of contact had again spontaneously, given her views of television 
service. These had covered the scope of the discussion. The consistency 
of her views also hold up against the pre-observation comments. The 
observation had been useful in illuminating the process of viewing, and
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negotiation of meaning.

Images frcm the screen
The following is an account of the views of the subjects' father,
collected during one of such unscheduled meetings. The father, a retired
professor, was only visiting on the occasion. He is normally resident in
another town within the Western part of Nigeria. His reception pattern
would thus be similar to that in the focus area.

"A good deal of the programmes are not worth watching at all! 
Extremely stereotyped news about government, and they never
criticise government. Some of the programmes that are worth
watching at all, - take "Ijoko Ojogbon" [another ombudsman 
programme] - settling disputes. I see that as performing 
public service. In fact it's equivalent to Crown Court. No 
not even that because it's not really legal; it's something 
that's extra legal, but because we are bound more by public 
opinion. If they say your kinsman has done such and such, and 
all the people will have heard, they will be discussing the 
matter on television before the person's very eyes, so he
will feel bound more by the word of honour, and the public
opinion. So that is reasonable, but when they say "Alejo Wa"
- [meaning Our Guest, signifying the interview programmes.]

There was a trail of in the subjects voice, indicating by contrast that
such are not "reasonable" service.

" . . .  The one who has nothing to offer them, they still say 
"Our guest has said this"

In subject's view, these sorts of programmes were used to "fill up" the 
schedule. He expressed his utter dislike for the real "fillers" - the 
musical programmes. The onomatopoea which he used to describe the 
programmes, suggests that in his opinion, the performances were "slapped 
up".

"Come let's dance, gburu gburu gburu"

He failed to see the educative value in the programmes, nor did he see
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the informative value. There was a remarkable purpose which he felt the 
programmes had; at which it was succeeding.

"I suppose it's a deliberate means of spreading corruption"

The local plays were of no better value in his opinion.

"They have the same theme, the saune pattern; the same morals 
or immorality, or whatever it is."

Itore Views of the News
The news was the only programme which this subject could endure. Yet,
even this was to be taken with a pinch of salt.

"Well occasionally, one does find items of news particularly 
foreign news, because I do not believe that any news that is 
presented about the government is really presented correctly, 
because it's a government medium. In a case where government 
has done something good, they will over praise it, if it has 
done something bad, they will black it out. They will 
completely.. . They tell lies deliberately"

This view which the subject held was informed by his own personal 
experience with the media, as well as that of others. He could not find 
the media reliable because he had read his own obituary in the news, and 
such other stories which he was certain were "absolutely untrue". 
Subject even remembered the instance when a public holiday had been 
declared when there was to have been none. He recalled the hardship 
which that caused. In this way, the media, were an extension of the 
unstable government. There were thus not even reliable as the notice 
board, which will help the viewer to be prepared, and organised.

These views echoed that of 51 and the other subjects, yet they had been 
spontaneous. The subjects simply cheered on, as their views were 
confirmed. There is also a similarity between these views and those of
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the other educated subjects in the sample. As noted, even those who were 
less educated expressed some of these points in may be less articulate 
ways. The issue thus may not be based on the education; or snobbery. The 
problems raised are in deed, real problems cind especially so because 
they have informed the attitudes towards the TV programming in general.
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LOCATION 11 - A FEMALE DOMINANT DOMAIN

The setting is a modern family, with traditional roots. The father is 
away in the United States of America and so that left the mother (SI) as 
the head of the home. The woman has college education, and is a civil
servant. She works shift at the international airport in Lagos as an
agricultural quarantine officer. These facts have two important bearings 
on the focus of our study. The first is that she commutes daily, when 
feasible; when she is not on afternoon shift, in which case she will 
close from work at a time when it is too late for her to travel. This 
commuting does affect the physical state in which she arrives at home, 
indeed, before the set.

The other important point is the fact that she goes daily to Lagos, and 
she interacts daily with international travellers. All this coupled with 
the fact that her spouse is abroad no doubt will affect the type of
values / outlook / standards of expectation with which she arrives at
the viewing sessions.

This subject is aged about 40 years.

The woman's mother also lives with the family. She is about 60 years old 
and typifies a different subculture, as she belongs to a different 
generation. Though she is not formally educated, it would appear that 
the education of her children and her grandchildren, has rubbed off on 
her. She is polished.

The old woman is not engaged in any form of business, or trade. Her main 
pre-occupation seems to be to keep an eye on the home. What this will
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suggest, for the purposes of the study, is that she has a lot of free 
time.

The children illustrate for the study, yet another subculture - that of 
the youths. There are 5 children in the fêunily, this is not reckoning 
the visiting toddlers, whose presence is no less influential to the 
study, as the reports would show.

Of the five children, two are in their late teens, and they are awaiting 
admission into colleges of higher learning. That implied that they 
should have had plenty of free time, but this was not necessarily so.

One of the two older children was male and the other was female (G1 ). 
The young man (B1) along with his little brother (B2), who was the 
youngest of the five, and one of the visiting toddlers, were the only 
males in the home. It can thus be reckoned, as was observed, that there 
was no dominant male presence in this location.

The other two children, who were in their early teens, (G2, and G3), 
were already in secondary schools. The family thus had an interesting 
constitution of females, with representation of differing sub - 
cultures.

The family lives in a roomy flat, and their sitting/dinning room is 
furnished with 2 TV sets, a video machine, a hi - fi sound system 
amongst other things. This indicates the level of media presence, more 
than the "obvious" level of affluence. The arrangement and design of the 
sitting room is such that the televisions are central and cannot be 
ignored. The flat is on the ground floor opening into a fairly large
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open space which a re  p a r t  of th e  house grounds, and bounded on a l l  s id e s  

by fo o tp a th s .  These in  them selves c o n s t i tu te  a l te r n a t iv e s  to  te le v is io n ,  

as  they h e ld  a t t r a c t i o n s  fo r  one s i t t i n g  o u ts id e , w atching th e  peo p le  

go by.

Due to  th e  absence o f th e  f a th e r ,  th e  mother i s  th e  dominant f ig u re  in  

th e  home. In  h e r  absence, th e  grandm other, was to  ho ld  th e  f o r t ,  b u t 

t h i s  arrangem ent, was m erely cerem on ia l. In  r e a l i t y ,  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  

o f runn ing  th e  house, in  p r a c t i c a l  te rm s, f e l l  on th e  c h i ld re n , w ith  th e  

e ld e s t  two, -  G1 auid to  a l e s s e r  e x te n t ,  B1 be ing  in  charge .

One very  i n t e r e s t i n g  p o in t which was c le a r  from th e  o n se t, was th e  

gender v a r i a t io n  o f d u t ie s .  T his a f f e c te d  th e  use of th e  medium.

Day 1

Although she  was on morning s h i f t ,  which meant th a t  she had c lo sed  a t  2. 

00 p.m. s u b je c t  d id  no t g e t home u n t i l  about 7.45 p.m. She had stopped  

a t  th e  h a i r d r e s s e r s ,  and had sp en t about 2 hours th e re .

O bservation  had begun a t  about 5 .00 p.m.

The grandm other was s i t t i n g  o u ts id e , sk in n in g  melon seed s . T his a c t i v i t y  

in  i t s e l f  i s  acknowledged w ith in  th e  c u l tu r e  as a p astim e, to  re p la c e  

in e v i ta b le  id le n e s s .  A lthough th e  melon seeds do g e t p ee led  in  th e  

p ro cess , th e  p e rso n  who engages in  th e  a c t i v i t y ,  p r im a r ily  i s  r e l i e v in g  

boredom, o r  id le n e s s .  The p e e lin g  of melon seeds i s  seldom an a c t i v i t y  

which one engages in  when th e re  a re  o th e r  th in g s  to  do. This confirm ed 

th a t  th e  woman was p o te n t ia l ly  f re e  to  watch te le v is io n ,  bu t she d id  

n o t.
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The c h i ld re n  were in  th e  s i t t i n g  room a p p a re n tly  fo r  d i f f e r e n t  rea so n s . 

The r e a l l y  young ones were w atching "Areweyo" a magazine programme fo r  

c h i ld re n  in  Yoruba. A fterw ards, they  watched K iddies In co rp o ra ted ; 

a n o th e r c h i ld r e n 's  programme, on LTV.

B2, th e  younger boy watched w ith  r a p t  a t t e n t io n .  The o ld e r  c h i ld re n , G1 

and G2 who were p r im a r ily  e n te r ta in in g  g u e s ts ,  a ls o  found them selves 

w atching w ith  keen i n t e r e s t .

Being th e  youngest g i r l ,  G3 was th e  one whose view ing was being  

in te r r u p te d ,  because she had to  run e r ra n d s . She e v e n tu a lly  decided  to  

avo id  th e  s i t t i n g  room to  avo id  being  s e n t on such e rra n d s . By so doing, 

she had a ls o  m issed th e  chance o f w atching th e  programmes on th e  s e t .  

She p r e f e r r e d  to  s ta y  o u ts id e , and watch th e  peop le  p a ss in g  by in s te a d . 

This was a more s a t i s f a c to r y  o p tio n .

At some p o in t  du rin g  th e  v iew ing, th e  re c e p tio n  q u a l i ty  became r e a l ly  

poor, b u t th e  audience endured view ing t i l l  th e  re s e a rc h e r  wondered 

o u tlo u d . I t  was only  th en , th a t  B1 t r i e d  to  f in e  tune th e  s e t .  I t  

appears  a s  i f  they  had a l l  been too le th a r g ic  to  implement cuiy change. 

I t  was on ly  d e fe ren c e  to  th e  re s e a rc h e r ,  th a t  had g a lv a n ise d  them in to  

a c t io n .

This i s  i n t e r e s t in g ,  e s p e c ia l ly  as one c o n s id e rs  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  TV 

s e t  was a s o p h is t ic a te d  one, w ith  a rem ote c o n tro l .  This meant th a t  a l l  

th a t  was needed, to  g e t th e  ad ju stm en ts , was a touch  of th e  b u tto n s , 

once th e  rem ote c o n tro l had been lo c a te d . I t  was th e  m ental d e c is io n  to  

prompt th e  p h y s ic a l a c t  o f p re s s in g  th e  b u tto n s  th a t  had been la c k in g .
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It is also possible that each person, was leaving the responsibility to 
the other. This was a feature of communal viewing, where no one wants to 
take responsibility.

What these all amounts to, is the fact that the programme, though 
watched with apparent interest, was not as captivating, or as central as 
it appeared. Had it been more central, there would have been greater 
concern expressed about the quality of the transmitted messages.

T his rea so n in g  i s  supported  by th e  very  tre n d  o f e v e n ts . B1, in  f in e  

tu n in g  th e  s ig n a ls ,  stum bled on an o th e r programme, on a n o th e r  s t a t i o n ,  

and s e t t l e d  to  watch th a t .  I t  was a s p o r ts  programme. The on ly  p r o te s t ,  

and th i s  was q u i te  vehement was from B2. T his in d ic a te s  t h a t  i t  was on ly  

he , who had r e a l ly  been co n sc io u s ly  w atching th e  programme.

The S p o rts  programme was no t a popu la r ch o ice  e i th e r ,  and b e fo re  long  

th e  group appea led  to  B1, who had th e  rem ote c o n tro l to  change th e  

programme to  a c h i ld r e n 's  d e te c t iv e  prograunme, "C ats and Dogs". The 

programme was one, which they  a l l  knew. I t  was tho rough ly  en joyed  by 

a l l ,  even though th e  sound was no t very  c l e a r .  I t  was eui im ported  

programme,

R igh t a f t e r  th e  programme, B1 d id  n o t even w a it fo r  th e  p u b lic  s e rv ic e  

announcement th a t  was to  fo llo w . He im m ediately sw itched  to  a d i f f e r e n t  

chan n e l. I t  was n o t th a t  he had any p a r t i c u la r  channel in  mind, b u t he 

shopped  a ro u n d  to  f in d  a n o th e r  s u i t a b l e  program m e. He was th u s  

i l l u s t r a t i n g  how viewing cêin be a flow , r a th e r  than  s e p a ra te  d i s c r e t e  

moments.
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He found a m usical v ideo  on OGTV. T his was a unanimous c h o ic e . I t  

re c e iv e d  th e  approval o f a l l .  Even th e  grandm other who seemed t o t a l l y  

u n in te re s te d  in  te le v i s io n  found th e  programme a p p ea lin g . She came in  

and along w ith  th e  o th e r  o ld e r  c h i ld re n .  The o ld e r  c h i ld re n  e n t ic e d ,  

even goaded, th e  to d d le r  to  dance. He watched th e  v ideo  and aped th e  

dance s te p s  as  he had been in s t ru c te d .  Going by th e  comments from th e  

group, B2 was on ly  r e s t r a in in g  h im se lf because he was b e in g  shy . He was 

be ing  u rged  to  w atch o u t f o r  c e r t a in  s te p s  t h a t  he was y e t to  m a ste r .

The e n t i r e  group, in c lu d in g  th e  grandm other who had v a ry in g  deg ree  o f 

co m p e ten c e , c o u ld  s in g  a lo n g  to  th e  m usic  o f  K o l l in g to n ,  a F u j i  

m usic ian , ( I jo  Yoyo) and o th e rs  of h is  k in d , whose perform ances were 

p re se n te d . In  f a c t  th e  view ing ex p e rien ce , prompted th e  s in g in g  o f 

o th e r  s im i la r  ty p es  o f m usic. These were th e  fads on th e  lo c a l  m usic 

s c e n e .

I t  tu rn ed  o u t th a t  th e  programme was an in te r lu d e ,  and i t  soon gave way 

to  th e  news. The fam ily  a t  t h i s  p o in t d r i f t e d  ou t onto  th e  v e ran d a h . 

L a te r  some found t h e i r  way to  th e  bedrooms, and th e  k itc h e n . I t  was th e  

fem ale c h i ld re n  who went in to  th e  k itc h e n . The news was ig n o red .

Again i t  took  B1, who had no ch o res , and had se p a ra te d  h im se lf  from th e  

"crowd" to  shop around fo r  a more s u i ta b le  o p tio n . H is shopping seemed 

d e l ib e r a te  and n o t random. He seemed to  know what programme he was 

look ing  f o r .  He chose what was on NTA 2 channel 5. I t  was a q u iz  

programme sponsored  and produced ind ep en d en tly  by th e  F ed e ra l M in is try  

of E ducation  - "JETS", (Ju n io r  E ngineers T echn ic ians and S c i e n t i s t s ) .

At about 6 .40 p.m. th e  grandm other came in ,  b u t only  to  go ou t a g a in .
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She was going  to  th e  m arket. Each tim e she passed  by, she c a s t  a c u rso ry  

g lan ce  a t  th e  s e t .  By t h i s  tim e th e re  was a lo c a l  comedy on th e  s e t ,  

which th e  g i r l s  w atched. B1 l e f t  them to  watch t h i s  and he s tep p ed  

o u ts id e . He a p p a re n tly  had o th e r  i n t e r e s t  o u ts id e , as d id  G1 -  some of 

t h e i r  f r ie n d s  were v i s i t i n g .  G2 and th e  c h i ld re n  s e t t l e d  down to  w atch.

The grandm other re tu rn e d  from th e  m arket a t  about 7. 15 p.m. and was

peeved th a t  th e  g i r l s  were s t i l l  w atching TV and engaging in  o th e r  

l e i s u r e s ,  and had n o t p rep a red  th e  d in n e r . She s e t  about making a meal 

fo r  th e  l i t t l e  boy, n o t c a r in g  i f  th e  o ld e r  ones s ta rv e d  o r  n o t .  T h is 

meant t h a t  they  s t i l l  had to  go about p re p a rin g  t h e i r  own m eal. T h is 

i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  demands th a t  a re  on even th e  younger fem ales. The g i r l s  

were a lre a d y  b e in g  p rep a red  fo r  th e  s o c ia l ly  a c c e p ta b le  r o le ,  and t h i s  

was n o t to  encourage th e  v iew ing  of te le v is io n .  Indeed t h e i r  view ing of 

t e le v i s io n  was alm ost always h in d e red  by one th in g  o r  th e  o th e r .  I f  th a t  

was n o t th e  ca se , a g u i l t  f e e l in g  was to  accompany th e  p le a s u re .

A docum entary, " S ta te  in  focus"  fo llow ed  th e  lo c a l  comedy. T his was 

igno red  a lth o u g h  th e  s e t  was l e f t  on. The c h i ld re n  a g a in , as w ith  th e  

news, d r i f t e d  o u t o f th e  room. Those who had cho res went about such 

w ith o u t f e e l in g  th a t  they  were m issing  an y th in g . These o b se rv a tio n  a re  

based  on th e  d isp la y e d  a t t i t u d e ,  as  w ell as th e  comments o f th e  

s u b je c ts .  They a re  th e re fo re  n o t s u p p o s itio n s .

The grandm other was s t i l l  s i t t i n g  as though p erch in g  a t  th e  ta b le  where 

she had been t r y in g  to  feed  th e  to d d le r .  This was in d ic a t iv e  of th e  

t r a n s i e n t  n a tu re  o f h e r  p re sen ce  in  th e  room, even though h e r lo c a tio n  

p u t h e r  in  very  good view ing a n g le . She d id  n o t a t te n d  th a t  p a r t i c u l a r  

programme, she on ly  s a t  th e re  and d ir e c te d  what was going on in  th e
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kitchen.

The mother re tu rn e d  home to  re c e iv e  th e  news o f th e  b u rg la ry  a t  th e  

fa m ily 's  new home which was s t i l l  under c o n s tru c t io n .  She im m ediately  

asked fo r  th e  volume of th e  TV to  be tu rn e d  down. She f e l t  th e  need to  

d e l ib e r a te  and ta k e  d e c is io n s  on th e  n e x t l i n e  o f a c t io n .  The TV a t  such 

a tim e was n o t welcome.

The in c id e n t was s e r io u s  enough in  i t s e l f  b u t i t  a ls o  b rough t o u t o th e r  

c a re s  and th o u g h ts  which s u b je c t  had been s i l e n t l y  w re s tlin g  w ith . These 

were only dragged in to  th e  open by th e  b u rg la ry . The p e r tin e n c e  o f t h i s  

to  th e  s tu d y , i s  th a t  i t  opened up a dam of concerns w ith  which s u b je c t  

would have a r r iv e d  a t  th e  view ing s i t u a t io n .  These were concerns th a t  

could  a f f e c t  h e r  re sp o n se , bu t which, when th ey  a re  b o t t le d  up, may n o t 

be r e a d i ly  a p p a re n t. I t  i s  even more i n t e r e s t i n g  th a t  h e r  f i r s t  resp o n se  

was to  have th e  volume of th e  TV tu rn ed  down.

The f a c t  th a t  th e  TV was tu rn ed  down and n o t ou t meant th a t  i t  was 

p o s s ib le  to  r e - e s ta b l i s h  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  programmes. The fam ily , had a l l  

converged s in c e  th e  a r r i v a l  o f th e  m other to  sh a re  th e  bad news. Even as 

they  s a t  down to  co n s id e r  t h e i r  lo s s e s ,  th e  in c id e n ta l  music from th e  

programme which was then  on a i r ,  a t t r a c t e d  th e  c h i ld r e n 's  a t t e n t io n  and 

th e y  p e rc h e d  up to  e x p lo re  th e  p rogram m e. T h is  i n t e r e s t  was n o t  

su s ta in e d  as  th e re  were more p re s s in g  m a tte r s .  Perhaps i t  was because 

th e  programme i t s e l f  was n o t as  i n t e r e s t i n g  as th e  m usic. W hatever i t  

was they  soon went back to  focus on t h e i r  p l i g h t .

The renewed i n t e r e s t  in  th e  p roceed ings on te le v is io n ,  m an ifested  in  th e  

mother se a rc h in g  around th e  ch an n e ls , hav ing  g o tte n  th e  rem ote c o n tro l
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from h e r  o ld e r  son. This marked th e  o f f i c i a l  end of th e  d e l ib e r a t io n s  

over th e  m a tte r . She s e le c te d  a m usical v ideo  show which ag a in  tu rn e d  

o u t to  be an in te r lu d e .  A fterw ards came th e  News. The s u b je c t  s a t  in  

f ro n t  o f th e  s e t ,  y e t i t  was apparen t t h a t  she was l o s t  in  th o u g h ts . The 

su b je c t  appeared d e je c te d . B2 having shopped around a g a in , and f in d in g  

"no b e t t e r  o p tio n "  s e t t l e d  fo r  th e  OGTV news. The tim e was about 8. 30 

p.m. He had r e je c te d  a News programme, Newsweek on th e  NTA netw ork 

s e rv ic e .  That i t  was on netw ork, had e f f e c t iv e ly  l im ite d  th e  a v a i la b le  

o p tio n s .

This mood w ith  which s u b je c t  a r r iv e d  a t  th e  v iew ing s i t u a t io n  was no 

doubt to  a f f e c t  h e r resp o n se  th e  news as  i l l u s t r a t e d  in  th e  fo llo w in g .

S: I s  i t  9 o c lo ck  a lre ad y ?

R: No t h i s  i s  th e  OGTV news.

S: (S ighs re s ig n e d ly )  W e 'll d r i f t  to  w herever Babangida i s
ta k in g  u s .

The news had been used as  an in d ic a to r  o f  tim e . The comment a ls o  made i t  

c le a r  th a t  th e  government, p e rs o n if ie d  by Babangida, was n o t abso lved  o f 

any blame in  th e  fa m ily 's  p l i g h t .  I t  was w ith  t h i s  d is p o s i t io n  th a t  th e

s u b je c t re c e iv e d  th e  netw ork news when i t  came on. The s t a t e  news was

m erely g lanced  a t  and n o t q u i te  a tte n d e d . I t  i s  n o t c e r t a in ,  i f  t h i s  was 

a r e s u l t  o f s u b je c t 's  d is p o s i t io n  a t  th a t  tim e , o r  i f  i t  was an 

ex p re ss io n  o f p r i o r i t i e s ,  because even w ith  th a t  d i s p o s i t io n ,  she s t i l l  

a tte n d e d  th e  network news.

Another p o in t  w orth c o n s id e r in g  i s  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f th e  ir r e le v a n c e  o f 

th e  item s on th a t  news. From th e  o b se rv a tio n  one can su g g es t th a t  th e  

response  was due to  a com bination  o f b o th .
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The fam ily  d id  converge to  watch th e  9 o 'c lo c k  news. T his in d ic a te s  th e  

v a lu e  which they  p laced  on t h i s ,  as compared to  th e  s t a t e  news which 

th ey  d id  n o t acknowledge.

The very  f i r s t  news item  made mention o f th e  p r e s id e n t 's  name. T his 

in flam ed  th e  s u b je c t ,  who now took i t  a s  a co n firm a tio n , o f h e r  e a r l i e r  

o u tb u r s t .

S: We a re  a l l  j u s t  t r a i l i n g  Babangida.

There was a news item  about th e  Sorom ptim ist I n te r n a t io n a l .  S u b jec t was 

contem ptuous of t h i s ,  and th e  a c t i v i t i e s  of th e  o rg a n is a t io n .  Going by 

th e  v is u a l s ,  she reckoned th a t  even th e  n ew scaste r had g iv en  them, ( th e  

v ideo  r e p o r t)  a contemptuous look . Her d i s a f f e c t io n  to  th e  group, was an 

e x te n s io n  o r  an ex p ress io n  of h e r f e e l in g s  tow ards th e  governm ent.

S: T h is i s  j u s t  an o th e r avenue fo r  them; they  a re  th e  w ives 
of th o se  who a re  h igh  up and t h e i r  husbands have ad v ised  
them to  jo in  so th a t  they  can a l l  g e t a chance to  sh a re  of 
th e  n a t io n a l  cake. I t ' s  a l l  a ru s e ,  th e  w ives jo in  th e se  
groups, th e  husbands g e t th e  c o n t r a c t .  O therw ise, they  
w o n 't g e t a sh a re  of th e  cake.

R: How do you know?

S: How d id  I  know? I t  was when my husband go t a c o n t r a c t  and 
he l e f t  me to  fo llow  up on h is  paym ent. We never g o t p a id .
I  had to  keep going back and f o r th  and th e  o f f ic e  was a l l  
th e  way in  Ik o y i. . . I  would, th ey  had even come o u t i f  
what they  wanted was a b r ib e , b u t they  d id  n o t l e t  on.
They ju s t  k ep t to s s in g  me back and f o r th .

Such was th e  d is a f f e c t io n  w ith  which th e  news was re c e iv e d . The c h i ld r e n  

a f t e r  a w h ile  d id  n o t p re te n d  to  endure i t  any more. They soon d r i f t e d  

o f f  to  th e  k itc h e n  to  e a t  and th e r e a f t e r  th ey  went in to  th e  compound. 

The mother a lso  l e f t  to  have a shower. The grandm other went in  to  th e  

bedroom. Meanwhile, th e  younger c h i ld re n  had dropped o f f  to  s le e p ,  

le av in g  on ly  th e  o ld e r  boy, and th e  r e s e a rc h e r  a t  th e  s e t .  T h is was on ly
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15 minutes into the 45 minute newscast.

The group converged b e fo re  th e  s e t  ag a in , about 10 m inutes l a t e r ,  b u t 

th e  d is c u s s io n s  were t o t a l l y  u n re la te d  to  t e le v i s io n .  By t h i s  tim e,

th e re  were obvious p re p a ra t io n  fo r  going to  s le e p .  I t  was n o t 10 o

'c lo c k  y e t .  This o b se rv a tio n  was confirm ed.

S: Oh they  s le e p  e a r ly !  In  f a c t ,  i t ' s  your p resen ce  th a t  has
kep t them up t i l l  t h i s  l a t e .

G1 : No! When you ( i . e .  mother) a re  a t  home, we d o n 't  s le e p
e a r ly ,  b u t when you a re  n o t, we do s le e p  e a r ly .

S: Am I  n o t a t  home today? I  u su a lly  [have to ]  t e l l  you to
go to  bed?

G1 : Yes th a t  i s  when you a re  going to  bed, b u t when you a re
n o t a t  home, we d o n 't  even l i s t e n  to  th e  netw ork news,
and you do.

S: Well in v a r ia b ly  we n ev er r e t i r e  a t  th e  same tim e, because
I  s le e p  h e re  [on th e  s e t te e ]  and when th ey  a re  fed  up 
w ith  w atching th e  news, they  ju s t  go in  and le av e  me 
h e re . And sometimes I  j u s t  go s t r a i g h t  to  my room to  
s le e p , so I  d o n 't  know when they  sw itch  o f f  th e  s e t  . .
. I  on ly  j u s t  t e l l  them to  sw itch  o f f  th e  house l i g h t s .

This d e s c r ip t io n  of t h e i r  re c e p tio n  of th e  t e le v is io n ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  o f 

th e  news i s  incom plete u n le s s  seen a g a in s t th e  backdrop o f th o se  few 

moments which they  a re  even supposed to  be v iew ing . There was u s u a lly  a 

l o t  of d i s t r a c t i o n  a t  th e  p o in t  of view ing, and th e se  were o f te n  tim es 

because th e re  was no r e a l  i n t e r e s t  in  what was b e in g  re p o r te d .  Take th e  

fo llow ing  fo r  example.

The m o th e r 's  a t te n t io n  had been a t t r a c t e d  by th e  p ic tu r e  o f a f a m i l ia r  

person  on th e  sc re e n . He had been a c e l e b r i t y ,  b u t he had s in c e  d ie d . 

She d id  n o t even a ttem p t to  l i s t e n  to  th e  r e p o r t .  R a th e r, she p roceeded 

to  n e g o tia te  th e  v is u a l  th a t  she had seen .

S: Ha look a t  Ogunde! I s  i t  a lre a d y  a y ea r s in c e  he d ie d .
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G1: Oh! What a pity!

G2: I  went when he was being  b u r ie d .

S: Ha! Tomi! [ i . e .  G2] what a h o r r ib le  l i e .  Who took  you?

The c o n v e rsa tio n  th u s  d r i f t e d  to  o th e r  m a tte r s .  There had n o t been any 

r e a l  i n t e r e s t  to  beg in  w ith , and w ith  th e  d r i f t  of th e  c o n v e rsa tio n , 

th e re  rem ained no chance o f f in d in g  ou t j u s t  what th e  s to ry  was ab o u t.

The s u b je c t  re q u e s te d  h e r supper and th e  c o n v e rsa tio n  co n tin u ed  d r i f t i n g  

from one th in g  to  an o th e r. The news was s t i l l  in  th e  background. The 

meal which she was having , was no t a l i g h t  one. She re q u ire d  more th a n  a 

b i t  o f c o n c e n tra tio n . This meant le s s  a t t e n t io n  th a t  cou ld  go to  th e

s e t .

I t  appeared  th a t  a l l  t h i s  amounted to  a  consc ious r e je c t io n  o r a t  b e s t  

avoidance of th e  co n ten t of th e  news. T h is su g g es tio n  was s tre n g th e n e d  

by th e  fo llo w in g  o b se rv a tio n .

At th e  end o f th e  new scast, w h ils t  th e  h ig h l ig h ts  were be ing  rev iew ed ,

th e  s u b je c t  p icked  on a p a r t i c u l a r  item . T his was an item  on th e  p la n  to

r e tu r n  to  c i v i l  r u le .

S: Who do you th in k  i s  going to  be handed over to?  Babangida 
i s  n o t going to  hand over to  anybody, . . . l e t ' s  w a it and 
s e e . He i s  going to  rem ain in  power. He has s tro n g
s e c u r i ty  you know.

The commentary con tinued  and i t  re v e a le d  a d i s t r u s t  of th e  ex p ressed  

government in te n t io n s ,  th a t  i s  p o rtra y e d  on th e  media. To confirm  th e  

observed  la c k  o f i n t e r e s t  in  th e  news as  i t  w ere, th e re  came a p u b lic  

s e rv ic e  announcement, which stopped  th e  s u b je c t  in  h e r t r a c k s  as she ra n
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h e r  a l t e r n a t iv e  new scast. There was a c o n t ra s t in g  resp o n se  to  th a t  item , 

in  which she was in te r e s te d ,  u n lik e  th e  resp o n se  to  th e  news.

The announcement was a m issing  p e rs o n 's  r e p o r t .  The s u b je c t  was touched .

S: For th e  p a s t  th re e  days? . . .  He must have been abducted .
He p robab ly  went ou t to  p la y . . . H is m other must be
confused  now.

The s u b je c t 's  sympathy was im m ediately evoked, and she examined th e  

im p lic a tio n s  o f th e  in c id e n t on a l l  t h a t  i t  co u ld  con ce rn . She p ro je c te d  

in to  th e  s i t u a t io n ,  so much so th a t  she t r i e d  to  im agine what th e  mother 

l i k e  h e r s e l f  would be going th rough . T h is p e r s o n a l iz a t io n  of th e  

in fo rm a tio n  was ab sen t in  h e r  response  to  th e  news. Even when news item s 

were a t te n d e d , th e re  was a qu ick  d is m is s a l ;  as  though th ey  were n o t 

w orth th e  b o th e r . This r a i s e s  th e  q u e s tio n  o f re le v a n c e .

There was an o th e r r e p o r t  o f a m issing  person  - ,  a 65 y ea r o ld  woman. The

c h ild re n  were amused, b u t th e  mother was concerned .

S: Oh, she p robab ly  s e t  ou t to  go and v i s i t  h e r  c h i ld r e n .

R: Do you th in k  she has been abducted  too? [ s ic ]

S; I t ' s  p o s s ib le ,  th e re  a re  people who a re  seek in g  money by 
a l l  means. . . o r  maybe th e  v e h ic le  she boarded  had an
a c c id e n t .

The f i r s t  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  in f e r r e d  th a t  th e  woman, l i k e  th e  c h i ld  might 

have been a v ic tim  o f r i t u a l  k i l l i n g .  The second su g g ested  an u n d e tec te d  

o r  u n rep o rte d  f a t a l i t y  in  a road  t r a f f i c  a c c id e n t .  E i th e r  way, s u b je c t  

f e a r s  th e  v ic tim  i s  dead and th a t  e x p la in s  why she d id  n o t f in d  i t  

funny. However, fo r  th e  c h i ld re n , i t  was th e  mere th o u g h t o f hav ing  a 

f u l l  grown a d u l t ,  go m issing  l ik e  a c h i ld  th a t  had been am using.
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There was a com mercial b reak  fo llo w in g , which was w ell a tte n d e d  by th e  

g roup. The f i r s t  a d v e r t was th a t  of a bank. [Trade In te r n a t io n a l  B ank .]

A lthough th e  a d v e rt had n o t m entioned th e  names o f any c o m p e tito rs , th e  

members o f t h i s  group of t h e i r  own v o l i t io n ,  drew on t h e i r  r e a l  l i f e  

ex p erien ce  o f th e  o ld e r  banks, to  compare th e  p o rtra y e d  ex p e rien ce  in  

th e  a d v e r t .  They th u s  su p p lie d  th e  m issing  cues th a t  th e  a d v e r t had 

o m itte d .

The s t r i k i n g  a sp e c t o f th e  a d v e r t ,  which fo llow ed  was th e  announced 

p r i c e .  W hile  th e  o th e r  q u a l i t i e s  o f th e  p ro d u c t  i t s e l f  w ere n o t  

d isc u sse d , th e  s u b je c ts  p ick ed  on th e  p r ic e .  I t  had evoked a d is c u s s io n  

on th e  t r e n d s  o f  i n f l a t i o n .  They d i s c u s s e d  t h e i r  c o n c e rn s ,  and  

f r u s t r a t i o n s  o f  th e  p r e v a l e n t  econom ic c o n d i t i o n s .  The d i s c u s s i o n  

amounted to  a d i s t r a c t io n  on th e  a d ja c e n t message.

The d is p la y  o f p r ic e  had th u s  become a b lock  fo r  th e  in ten d ed  message in  

th a t  ad v e rtise m e n t, a s  w ell a s  th e  one which came a f t e r  i t .

F o r a n o th e r  p ro d u c t  t h a t  was a d v e r t i s e d ,  th e  b lo c k  had  b een  th e  

p re ju d ic e  which th e  s u b je c t  had about th e  p ro d u c t. A lthough h e r  view d id  

n o t r e c e iv e  th e  su p p o rt o f th e  c h i ld re n , she proceeded to  b u t t r e s s  h e r  

p o s i t io n ,  w ith  h e r ex p e rien ce . For th e  c h i ld re n ,  t h i s  f u r th e r  confirm ed 

th a t  i t  was a p re ju d ic e . They cou ld  n o t ag ree .

The is s u e  was a case  o f modern t a s t e  v e rsu s  t r a d i t i o n a l  t a s t e .  What i s  

more im p o r ta n t  to  th e  s tu d y ,  how ever, i s  t h a t  i t  i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f having  opposing view s, which a re  p e rp e tu a te d  on an 

" a l t e r n a t iv e  netw ork". These a ls o  feed  on th e  " le g i t im a te  netw ork". S1
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i n  s p i t e  o f  h e r  e x p o s u r e  t o  t h e  a d v e r t i s e r ' s  i n t e n d e d  m e s s a g e ,  h e l d  o n  

t o  h e r  ow n v i e w s .  H e r  e x p o s u r e  t o ,  a n d  n e g o t i a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n t e n d e d ,  h a d  

o n l y  a s s i s t e d  h e r  t o  f u r t h e r  s t r e n g t h e n  h e r  ow n n e g a t i v e  v i e w s .

T h i s  h a p p e n s  w i t h  " s e r i o u s "  p ro g ra m m e s  l i k e  n e w s ,  a n d  a l s o  w i t h  t h o s e  

e l e m e n t s  o f  p r o g r a m m i n g  w h i c h  h a v e  s o  f a r  n o t  a t t r a c t e d  a s  m u c h  

a t t e n t i o n  i n  a u d i e n c e  r e c e p t i o n  s t u d i e s  -  l i k e  a d v e r t s .

A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  b r e a k ,  t h e  c h a n n e l  w as  c h a n g e d  t o  a n o t h e r  

s t a t i o n .  T h e  a n t i c i p a t e d  p ro g ra m m e  f a r e ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s t a t i o n  w a s  a l s o  

n o t  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  T h e  p ro g ra m m e  f o u n d  o n  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  s t a t i o n  w as  

l i k e w i s e .  [ T h e r e  w as  a  " c u r r e n t  a f f a i r s "  p ro g ra m m e  o n  t h e  NTA n e t w o r k ,  

a n d  LTV w a s  s h o w in g  t h e  Y o ru b a  " t r a n s l a t i o n "  o f  t h e  n e w s .  T h e  l a s t  

o p t i o n  o n  TV, OGTV h a d  a  s p o n s o r e d  M o slem  r e l i g i o u s  p ro g ra m m e  o n . ]

T h e  g r o u p  w a s  v e r y  d i s a p p o i n t e d .  T h e r e  w as  a n  u n d e r l y i n g  t e n s i o n  w h ic h  

r e a r e d  i t ' s  h e a d  a t  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t .  T h e  

i m p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  o n l y  b e c a m e  c l e a r e r  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  

w e e k .

G1 : Oh, there are so many sponsored religious programmes.
I t ' s  a l l  b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  M o slem  f a s t .

S: Even when there was no fast, there are so many Christian
programmes.

T h e  g r o u p  e v e n t u a l l y  s e t t l e d  f o r  o n e  o f  t h e  s t a t i o n s .  A t t h e  t i m e ,  t h a t  

s t a t i o n  h a d  a  c o m m e r c i a l  b r e a k .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  r e a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  s e t  b y  

t h i s  t i m e ,  b u t  t h e  m ood w a s  f u r t h e r  s o u r e d  b y  t h e  m o t h e r ' s  co m m en t 

r e g a r d i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  T h e  r e m a r k  w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  e m b a r r a s s i n g ,  

a n d  i t  h a d  p u t  t h e  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  o n  t h e i r  g u a r d .  T h e  r e m a r k  h a d  b e e n  

p r o m p te d  b y  t h e  c h i l d ' s  d e s i r e  a r o u s e d  b y  a n  a d v e r t  w h ic h  s h e  h a d  s e e n .
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The s ig n s  o f fa t ig u e  which had been observed  e a r l i e r  may a ls o  have 

c o n tr ib u te d  to  t h i s .  The mood was te n s e . O bservation  ended a t  about 

10.30 p.m. I t  i s  n o t c e r t a in  th a t  view ing co n tin u ed  a f te rw a rd s .

Day 2

Being m indfu l of th e  re s e a rc h  e x e rc is e ,  s u b je c t  a r r iv e d  home a t  about 

4 .00 p.m. Viewing s ta r t e d  a t  about 4 .30 p.m. She s e le c te d  one o f h e r  

s o n 's  f a v o u r i te  programmes, and watched i t ,  even though th e  boy (B2) was 

n o t a t  home th e n . The programme was V o ltro n , a ca rto o n  programme fo r  

c h i ld re n .  G1, B1, and B2 had gone to  th e  d e n t i s t .  G2, and G3 were a t  

home, b u t they  were th e  ones who u s u a lly  had to  run  e r ra n d s ; f e tc h in g  

d r in k in g  w ate r from th e  f r id g e ;  s to c k in g  th e  house w ith  w a te r; la y in g  

th e  ta b le ;  c le a r in g  th e  mess made by th e  v i s i t i n g  to d d le r s ,  o r  even 

r e s t r a in in g  th e  to d d le rs  from d is tu rb in g  th e  r e s t  o f th e  househo ld . 

B ecause  th e y  w a ite d  on ev e ry o n e  e l s e ,  th e  g i r l s  c o u ld  n o t  h av e  

u n in te r ru p te d  view ing. I t  was no s u rp r is e  th a t  th ey  were n o t as  f a m i l ia r  

w ith  th e  o p e ra t in g  th e  r e c e iv e r  s e t ,  a s  th e  o th e r  c h i ld re n  w ere. T h is , 

became a problem  n o t only  fo r  them, b u t a ls o  fo r  th e  m other.

In  th e  absence o f th e  two sons, SI and th e  g i r l s  had some d i f f i c u l t y  

u s in g  th e  rem ote c o n tro l .  The gadget was th e  same one fo r  c o n t ro l l in g  

bo th  th e  te le v is io n  and th e  v ideo  and th u s  appeared  "co m p lica ted " . 

They were n o t f a m il ia r  w ith  i t ,  and t h i s  l im ite d  th e  f l e x i b i l i t y  which 

they  cou ld  have had from th e  a v a i la b le  s e rv ic e ,  t i l l  th e  " e x p e r ts "  

a r r iv e d .

The grandm other was s i t t i n g  ou t on th e  verandah on th i s  day a s  w e ll .  She 

showed no i n t e r e s t  in  th e  te le v is io n ,  she was ag a in  s h e l l in g  h e r  melon 

seed s , (E g u s i) .
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There was a ra in s to rm  and e l e c t r i c i t y  supply  was c u t o f f .  I t  was

re s to re d  a t  abou t 45 m inutes l a t e r .  In  th e  meantime, th e  grandm other 

c o n t in u e d  s h e l l i n g  h e r  m elon s e e d s .  She was u n p e r tu r b e d  by th e  

d i s r u p t i o n  i n  e l e c t r i c i t y  s u p p ly . She d id  n o t  e x p r e s s  any  

d isap p o in tm e n t.

When view ing resum ed, a lo c a l ly  produced programme was watched -  The LTV

Magic h a l f  hour show. T his was c a p t iv a t in g  fo r  th e  to d d le r s .  SI a l s o

c a s t  o c c a s io n a l g lan ces  a t  th e  s c re e n , runn ing  a commentary on th e

programme, when n o t d is c u s s in g  som ething e l s e .  E v en tu a lly  th e  commentary

le d  to  an o th e r  to p ic  o f d is c u s s io n .

SI : He i s  ty in g  h e r up in  a sack . He has tu rn ed  h e r  in to
"A gridoya". ( la u g h te r )

There was a comedy we watched once, where th e  woman had 
in v i te d  h e r  lo v e r  in to  th e  home. Then th e  husband re tu rn e d
and she t i e d  th e  man up in  a sack say in g  to  h e r  husband th a t
her m other had se n t them a sa c k fu l o f yams from th e  n o r th .
The man m arve lled  a t  th e  s iz e  of th e  yams and surm ised  th a t  
i t  m ust be  a s p e c i a l  "A g ric "  b r e e d .  She c o n f irm e d  
th a t  i t  was a s p e c ia l  A gridoya.

( Doya i s  th e  Hausa word fo r  yam )

The man asked  h e r  why she had n o t tak en  th e  yams o u t o f 
th e  sack , so th a t  they  do n o t g e t s p o i l t .  She th en  s a id  
she wanted to  be su re  he saw i t ,  to  [en ab le  him] compare 
w hatever s t u f f  h is  own mother sends, w ith .

[ s h i f t i n g  a t t e n t io n  back to  th e  programme] That i s  th e  
w ife s ta n d in g  on to p  and cou n tin g  down. The husband has 
chained  h im se lf  up and i s  tucked  away in  th e  Agridoya sack .

[Pause] Now i s  i t  no t In d ia  t h a t  th e se  m agicians a re  
supposed to  re c e iv e  t h e i r  t r a in in g  from?

The programme was n o t p a r t i c u la r ly  w atched o u t o f i n t e r e s t ,  b u t o u t o f 

apathy . As soon as  th e re  was enough d i s t r a c t i o n  from th e  to d d le r s  who 

had lo s t  i n t e r e s t ,  and had gone o f f  to  p lay  o u ts id e ,  th e  concern
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s h i f te d .  The focus of th e  commentary a ls o  s h i f te d  to  th e  s t a t e  of 

c h i ld r e n 's  ed u ca tio n , amd th e  w e lfa re  in  sc h o o ls .

I t  i s  in t e r e s t in g  th a t  th e  programme had evoked th e  memory o f a n o th e r  

one th a t  had no app aren t co n n ec tio n , as  re g a rd s  th e  in ten d ed  m essage. 

Y et, S1 was a b le  to  f in d  th e  co n n ec tio n  in  th e  v is u a ls ,  and in  so  d o in g , 

she r e l iv e d  th e  ex p erien ce  o f a comedy she had viewed e a r l i e r .  What

makes t h i s  even more in t e r e s t in g ,  i s  th e  theme of th e  programme t h a t  she

was ex p e rien c in g  anew. By s h a r in g  th e  message o f  th e  s a id  programme w ith  

th e  o th e rs  ( th e  c h ild re n )  who were v iew ing w ith  h e r  on t h i s  o c c a s io n , 

b u t who had n o t seen th e  s a id  programme, S1 was w idening th e  scope, and 

h e lp in g  to  p e rp e tu a te  th e  g i s t  o f th e  programme, a s  she saw i t .

A tte n tio n  in  th e  p re se n t programme had waned. I t  was n o t w atched any 

lo n g e r, i t  was ign o red . The same f a t e  b e f e l l  th e  programme which 

fo llow ed . The New Family Scene. This was an LTV p ro d u c tio n , a m agazine 

programme fo r  c h i ld re n , in  E n g lish . The programme was sim ply l e f t  on a s  

p a r t  of th e  room 's am bience. By t h i s  tim e, d is c u s s io n  c e n tre d  around th e  

p re p a ra t io n  o f th e  evening m eal.

When a q u e s tio n  was asked to  t r y  to  draw th e  s u b je c t 's  a t t e n t io n  to  th e  

programme, th e  answer lack ed  en thusiasm . I t  was c l e a r  th a t  th e  s u b je c t  

was aware o f th e  programme, and b u t she had co n sc io u s ly  r e je c te d  i t .

Q: Where is this?

SI : I  d o n 't  know b u t you know he a ls o  a c t s  in  a n o th e r
programme.

[That was a l l  she had to  s a y .]

The bunch who had gone to  th e  d e n t i s t  a r r iv e d .  Having s e t t l e d  down, G1 

took th e  rem ote c o n tro l and sought ou t an o th e r programme. She s e le c te d
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"speak. Out" an NTA network programme fo r  c h i ld r e n .  The re c e p tio n  o f  th e  

programme was n o t c l e a r ,  (p o ss ib ly  because of th e  r a in s to rm ) . The 

programme cou ld  n o t th u s  be watched w ith  th e  in te n s e  p le a su re  o b served , 

a s  i t  was found.

The a d v e r t  fo r  Tandi (a s o f t  d rin k ) came on, w h ile  B1 was in a d v e r te n t ly  

s ta n d in g  in  f ro n t  o f th e  s e t .  The 2 -y e a r -o ld  was very  c ro s s  th a t  h is  

view was b e in g  b locked , and he p r a c t i c a l l y  shoved th e  " o b s tru c tio n "  o u t 

of h i s  way. T his was an example of how p re fe re n c e s  a re  ex p re ssed , even 

by to d d le r s .

Meanwhile, S1 was p la y in g  th e  r o le  o f an e n t e r t a in e r ,  more than  t h a t  of 

a v iew er. She was runn ing  a commentary which was more i n s i s t e n t  in  vy ing  

fo r  th e  a t t e n t io n  of o th e rs ,  than  th e  programme from th e  s c re e n , a t  

which she  c a s t  th e  o c c a s io n a l g la n c e s . S i 's  rem arks which were n o t 

n e c e s s a r i ly  r e la te d  to  th e  programme in  view, was e a s ie r  fo r  th e  

s u b je c ts  to  r e l a t e  w ith , and i t  appeared  to  be more e n te r ta in in g .

There was a m usical in te r lu d e ,  a young ju ju  m usic ian  -  Wale O la te ju .  I t  

was n o t w atched. Even th e  young ones ig n o red  th e  s e t ,  u n t i l  B1 sw itched  

th e  channel ag a in  to  a s t a t io n  which was t r a n s m it t in g  th e  netw ork 

programme Speak Out. He was su c c e s s fu l in  im proving th e  re c e p tio n  by 

f in e  tu n in g  th e  s e t ;  som ething th a t  no one e l s e  cou ld  do.

As he sea rch ed  round, th e  s ta t io n s  which he found, e i t h e r  lack ed  c o lo u r  

o r c l e a r  sound, and th e  p ic tu r e  was g ra in y . The one which was p ic k ed , 

was th e  one w ith  g ra in y  b lack  and w h ite  p ic tu r e s ,  b u t c l e a r  sound. I t  

was a Lagos s t a t io n  -  NTA Ik e ja  Channel 7. T his su g g es ts  th e  im portance 

o f sound  o v e r  v i s u a l s  in  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n c e .  T h is  i s  n o t
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s u r p r is in g  as  i t  was a "T alks" programme, a d is c u s s io n , o f some s o r t ,  

w ith  a p an e l o f c h i ld re n  in te rv ie w in g  c e l e b r i t i e s .

B1 seemed in  r a p t  a t t e n t io n  as  th e  q u e s tio n s  were b e in g  asked , b u t h i s  

co ncealed  la c k  o f i n t e r e s t  became ap p aren t a s  he g o t up, n o t w a itin g  o r 

a tte m p tin g  to  g e t an cuiswer.

E l e c t r i c i t y  supply  was c u t ag a in  fo r  about a n o th e r  45 m in u tes . T his 

r e s u l te d  in  a s to ry  t e l l i n g  s e s s io n ; w ith  SI n a r r a t in g  some r e a l  l i f e  

drama th a t  she had been invo lved  in ,  to  a c a p t iv e  au d ien ce . By t h i s  

tim e , th e  fam ily  had begun p re p a rin g  fo r  bed. They were s t i l l  engrossed  

cind w a itin g  to  h ea r th e  end o f th e  s to ry  when th e  supp ly  was r e s to r e d .  

The American C h r is t ia n  B roadcasting  Network, produced CBN News was on 

b u t i t  was n o t w atched. The fam ily  chose to  h e a r  th e  end o f th e  drama.

The channel was l a t e r  sw itched  to  NTA - 2 Channel 5 where Only Foo ls and 

H orses, a B r i t i s h  comedy was showing. The s to ry  had n o t been concluded 

y e t  so th e  comedy a lso  went, la rg e ly  unw atched. The channel was sw itched  

to  LTV where an in te rv ie w  programme was showing. T h is was a ls o  n o t 

w atched.

By the time the family settled into watching any programme, the 
electricity supply had been reduced to half current. There was a debate 
as to whether the set should be switched off and saved from abuse, or if 
the programme was worth risking the set for. The former was decided 
upon, since the programme was not being viewed anyway, except for the 
occasional comment on the use of language. For instance, G1 made a note 
of improper use of English language.
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I t  ap p ea rs  t h a t  th e  nonch a lan t a t t i t u d e  to  th e  programmes, which was 

observed , i s  n o t a d i r e c t  resp o n se  to  th e  programmes th em selves. R a th e r , 

i t  seems more o f a resp o n se  to  th e  e r r a t i c  power supp ly ; i t  i s  l i k e  a 

defence  mechanism a g a in s t  th e  f r u s t r a t i o n s  of an in te r r u p te d  v iew ing  

e x p e r ie n c e .

With a s l i g h t  improvement o f e l e c t r i c i t y  supp ly , th e  s e t  was sw itched  on 

a g a in . T h is tim e, th e  CBN news was s e le c te d  and watched by B1. The s to ry  

on co ca in e  c ap tu red  e v e ry o n e 's  a t te n t io n  and SI q u ic k ly  compared th e  

ex p erien ce  be ing  re p o r te d  on th e  s e t ,  w ith  h e r  p e rso n a l e x p e rie n c e  when 

she v i s i t e d  th e  USA.

By t h i s  tim e, th e  fam ily  was w a itin g  to  watch a p o p u la r lo c a l  comedy 

from th e  netw ork s e rv ic e .  The New M asquerade. That programme was 

r e f e r r e d  to  by th e  name o f i t ' s  main c h a ra c te r ,  a s  w ell a s  i t ' s  t i t l e .  

S1: At 8 .30 we a re  going to  watch Zebrudaya.

G1: But Channel-5 i s  n o t c le a r  you know.

B2: That i s  th e  news coming.

S1: That means i t ' s  8 .3 0 , p le a se  sw itch  i t  to  New M asquerade.

The s e t  was th u s  sw itched  from LTV World news, to  one o f th e  NTA 

s ta t io n s .  The programme l in e  up was used a s  êui in d ic a to r  o f  tim e , and a 

knowledge o f th e  p a t te rn  had inform ed /  d i r e c te d  th e  s e le c t io n  p ro c e s s . 

The news i s  co n sc io u s ly  r e je c te d ,  fo r  a p a r t i c u la r  drama programme.

W hilst an NTA channel was b e in g  sought o u t, u s in g  th e  rem ote c o n t ro l ,  

th e  group stum bled on a m usical c l ip  o f S ina P e te rs  -  A fro ju ju  s t a r ,  

who a t  th e  tim e, was a phenomenon on th e  music scene . T h is was on OGTV 

and though i t  was no t what th ey  s e t  ou t to  w atch, i t  was welcome, none-
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the-less.

They were a l l  s in g in g  a long  and th e  l i t t l e  ones; th e  to d d le rs  and B2; 

were encouraged, alm ost goaded to  dance. The group responded bo th  to  th e  

m usic, th a t  i s  th e  l y r i c s ,  and th e  melody, euid a ls o  to  th e  v is u a ls .  

"C hild  o f man, bew are." [echoing th e  song]

"Kunle come on and dance"

" T h a t 's  h is  w ife , Sami. Maybe [ th e  reaso n  fo r  h is  s in g in g  th e  
song was because] someone was t r y in g  to  s p l i t  them u p ."  
[respond ing  to  au d io , and v i s u a l s . ]

"Look! th a t  i s  Kemi d an c in g ."  [com paring s i s t e r ' s  s ty le  of 
dance w ith  th a t  o f th e  g i r l  on th e  sc reen ]

"No th a t  i s  no t me." [respond ing  to  comment and th e  v i s u a l s . ]

"They w ould need  Z o rro  and Robb f o r  th e s e  s h o u ld e r s  
a f te rw a rd s ."

(Zorro and Robb a re  p o p u la r brand names fo r  lin im e n t. This 
was in  resp o n se  to  th e  p e rce iv ed  s t r a i n  in  th e  dance moves.}

"Come on now Kunle, e n t e r ta in  u s ."

"Look a t  him he i s  in  th e  p la n e ."

" I wonder where he g o t th e se  g i r l s  from ."

"This [dance s ty le ]  i s  th e  one th a t  th o se  g i r l s  danced, th o se  
g i r l s  a t  th e  p a r ty ."

There was an obvious e l a s t i c i t y  between th e  r e a l  l i f e  e x p e rien ce , and 

th e  view ing e x p e rien ce . There was a c o n s ta n t com parison be ing  made, o f  

th e  th in g s  th a t  were h ea rd , th o se  th a t  were seen , and even th o se  t h a t  

were m erely im p lied .

They r id ic u le d  th e  s iz e s  o f th e  d an ce rs , p a r t i c u la r ly  t h e i r  f a t  b eh in d s , 

which th e  dance em phasised. They a lso  r id ic u le d  th e  a r t i s t e ' s  l im ite d  

v e r s a t i l i t y ,  in  h is  m usic. The slow tempo o f th e  p a r t i c u la r  tr a c k  was 

approved .
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Just as the family had allowed themselves to be pulled into the viewing

experience, the electricity supply was cut again. There was an obvious,
and audible expression of their disappointment. The mother began
c h a n t in g  th e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  name, a s  th o u g h  h o ld in g  him  p e r s o n a l l y

re s p o n s ib le  fo r  h e r  d isap p o in tm en t. The r e a c t io n  which alm ost n a tu r a l ly

follow ed t h a t ,  i s  what i s  more in t e r e s t in g  to  s t a t io n  m anagers. I t  i s  an

illustration of the apathy towards the TV service, stemming from an
aw areness o f i t s  u n r e l i a b i l i t y ,  i r r e s p e c t iv e  o f th e  cau se . The fam ily

was qu ick  to  f in d  sui a l t e r n a t iv e  sou rce  o f e n te r ta in m e n t o r p a s tim e .

S1: Babangida! Babangida! A ll r ig h t  Kunle [ th a t  i s  B2, th e  8- 
y e a r-o ld ]  you ta k e  over and e n t e r t a in  u s .

As w ith  th e  s to ry  t e l l i n g  s e s s io n , th e  fam ily  d isp la y e d  i t ' s  la c k  o f 

dependence on th e  TV s e rv ic e .  The boy e n te r ta in e d  th e  fam ily  rem arkably  

w e ll, re n d e rin g  no t on ly  S ina P e te rs ,  b u t a ls o  o th e r  h i t s .

The fa m ily  sn u g g le d  t o g e t h e r ,  in  th e  f a c e  o f  th e  c h i l l y  w e a th e r  

fo l lo w in g  th e  r a i n .  They a l l  g r a d u a l ly  assum ed s lo u c h e d /  l y i n g  

p o s i t io n s .  B efore long th e  c h i ld re n  were a l l  a s le e p .

By 9.15 p.m . when th e  supply  o f e l e c t r i c i t y  was r e s to r e d ,  th e  fam ily  had 

even p rep a red  a s le e p in g  p la c e  fo r  th e  r e s e a rc h e r .  They would have 

r e t i r e d  had th e  re s e a rc h e r  n o t been around.

As though to please the researcher, they switched the set on, and some
went back to sleep as the older ones watched drowsily at first. The
grandm other had r e t i r e d  a t  th e  very  f i r s t  in t e r r u p t io n .

SI : I  d id  no t ex p ec t th a t  th e  supp ly  would have been
re s to re d  to n ig h t.
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By 9 .30 p.m . a l l  th e  c h i ld re n  excep t G1 (who would see  re s e a rc h e r  o u t) 

had r e t i r e d .  T his was even a f t e r  th e  resum ption  o f th e  s e rv ic e .

At th e  tim e th e  s e rv ic e  resumed, th e re  was a m usical in te r lu d e  in  l i e u  

o f th e  NTA commercial b reak , on OGTV. OGTV was th e  s t a t i o n  from which 

th e  fam ily  was re c e iv in g  th e  network news. The b reak s  in  re c e p tio n  had 

d is o r ie n te d  th e  s u b je c t .  Not look ing  a t  a c lo ck  fo r  th e  tim e , and n o t 

re a d in g  th e  p ic tu r e s  which she was re c e iv in g , she made an in c o r r e c t  

d ed u c tio n .

S I: They must have f in is h e d  read in g  th e  news, why d o n 't  you 
sw itch  to  an o th e r channe l, l e t ' s  see  what i s  be ing  
o f fe re d .

G1: No th e  news i s  s t i l l  be ing  re a d .

The two proceeded  to  p la n  th e  fo llow ing  d a y 's  i t i n e r a r y ;  th ey  review ed 

th e  happenings fo r  th e  day and they  a l l  b u t p a id  a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  news 

i t s e l f ;  t h a t  i s ,  t i l l  G1 caught wind of an item  about a form er N ig e rian  

head o f s t a t e ' s  r e c ip e  fo r  n a t io n a l  developm ent. She stopped  h e r  

c o n v e rsa tio n  w ith  h e r  m other, and r a is e d  th e  volume of th e  s e t .

The m other d id  n o t s ta y  awake a f t e r  th e  c o n v e rsa tio n  was te rm in a te d . She 

went back to  s le e p . Soon th e  s i t t i n g  room was very  q u ie t ,  n o t because o f 

th e  c o n c e n tra tio n  to  th e  programme coming from th e  te le v i s io n ,  b u t from 

th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  v iew ers had a l l  f a l l e n  a s le e p , w h ils t  th e  s e t  was l e f t  

on.

SI on ly  j u s t  s t i r r e d  a t  about 9 .47 p.m. a f t e r  th e  new scast had been 

concluded  a s  re s e a rc h e r  go t ready  to  le av e  a s  o b se rv a tio n  fo r  th e  day 

was ended.
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T h ere  was an  o b v io u s  d is a p p o in tm e n t  t h a t  acco m p an ied  th e  v ie w in g  

ex p e rien ce  on t h i s  day, which th e  s u b je c t  had determ ined  to  w atch 

t e l e v i s io n .  I t  i s  n o t c l e a r  i f  th e  d e te rm in a tio n  had been because of h e r  

p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  p rogram m es, o r  b e c a u se  o f  th e  r e s e a r c h  

e x e rc is e .

Day 3

Viewing began about 8 .00 p.m. because o f a c u t in  th e  p u b lic  supply  o f 

e l e c t r i c i t y .

SI h e r s e l f ,  had re tu rn e d  home l a t e .  She had had to  t r a v e l  ac ro ss  th e  

b o rd e rs  to  a m arket in  a neighbouring  co u n try , so th a t  she cou ld  g e t a 

b e t t e r  b a rg a in  on h e r food shopping . She had gone s t r a i g h t  from work and 

so was q u i t e  exhausted  on h e r  r e tu rn .

As she s e t t l e d  down, she was b r ie fe d  on th e  happenings on th e  home 

f ro n t ;  th e  c h i ld r e n 's  h e a l th  p a r t i c u la r ly  th o se  who had had to  re c e iv e  

m edical a t t e n t io n ;  th e  developm ents on th e  b u rg la ry  ca se  ( re p o r te d  on 

Day 1 ) ; p re p a ra t io n  of th o se  c h i ld re n  who were going  back to  b o ard ing  

sch o o l. She was a lso  inform ed o f th e  d e p le t in g  s to c k  o f food . By th e  

tim e th e r e  was a b reak  in  th e  stream  of r e p o r ts ,  she had been so 

overwhelmed, she p icked  up a magazine a s  though to  read  i t ,  b u t she 

r e a l ly  j u s t  browsed th rough , n o t d w e llin g  on th e  m a tte rs  a r i s in g .  She 

d id  n o t re a d  th e  magazine, she only  g lanced  on th e  fa sh io n  pages, and 

then  to s s e d  th e  magazine a s id e  and re q u e s te d  fo r  h e r  m eal. T his tim e she 

go t up to  h e lp  h e r s e l f .

B1 was th e  on ly  one w atching te le v is io n .  He shopped round u s in g  th e
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rem ote c o n t ro l ,  b u t o b v io u sly  he was n o t a f t e r  any p a r t i c u l a r  programme. 

He e v e n tu a lly  s e t t l e d  fo r  New Trends -  a lo c a l ly  produced magazine 

program m e f o r  y o u th s .  B ecau se  th e y  a r e  n o t  o p p o r tu n e d  to  w atch  

t e l e v i s io n  in  th e  board ing  sch o o ls , th e se  y ou ths , were y e t to  c u l t i v a t e  

t h e i r  v iew ing  p re fe re n c e s  and p a t te r n .  I t  had n o t been long  s in c e  they  

re tu rn e d  home from such i n s t i t u t i o n s .

There was a ls o  th e  f a c t  th a t  a new q u a r te r ,  had ju s t  commenced and th e re  

were some changes in  th e  sch ed u le . In  a d d i t io n ,  th e re  was th e  f a c t  th a t  

th e  s p e c ia l  tra n sm iss io n s  f o r  th e  Moslem f a s t in g  p e r io d  o f Ramadan had 

on ly  j u s t  been concluded. These compounded th e  problem  of id e n t i fy in g  

th e  s t a t i o n s '  p a t te r n ,  and i t  m an ifested  as  a la c k  of d e l ib e r a te  v iew ing 

h a b i t  /  p a t te r n .

The g i r l s  G2 and G3 were e i t h e r  runn ing  e rra n d s  o r s tu d y in g . G1 was 

c a r in g  fo r  th e  to d d le r s  in  th e  group, a lo n g s id e  h e r  a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  TV 

programmes. She had a p r iv i le g e d  s t a tu s ,  u n lik e  G1, and G3, because  she  

was o ld e r ,  and cou ld  d e le g a te  some d u t ie s  to  h e r ju n io r  s i s t e r s .  She 

th u s  had more f r e e  tim e, th a n  they  to  watch te le v is io n .  Even th e n , h e r  

v ie w in g  was o f t e n  tim e s  i n t e r r u p t e d  by th e  dem ands from  o t h e r s  

e s p e c ia l ly  th e  to d d le r s ,  and S I . For example, th e  a r r i v a l  o f th e  m other 

d i s r u p te d  h e r  v ie w in g , m ore so  th a n  i t  d id  B l ' s .  She was more 

acc o u n tab le , be ing  a fem ale.

In  th e  h e ig h t o f th e  commotion caused by th e  m o th e r 's  a r r i v a l ,  ( th a t  i s  

as th e  v a r io u s  r e p o r ts  were b e in g  n a r r a te d ) ,  B1 was th e  one who zapped 

round, w ith  th e  rem ote c o n t ro l ,  and e v e n tu a lly  s e t t l e d  fo r  th e  fa sh io n  

segment o f th e  magazine programme.
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The grandm other was no t a t  a l l  in t e r e s te d  in  th e  g o in g s-o n . R ather th an  

g e t invo lved  in  any p e r ip h e ra l  o r  in c id e n ta l  v iew ing which was observed  

of th o se  o th e rs  who were b e fo re  th e  s e t ,  she took  charge o f th e  runn ing  

of th e  house. She a ss ig n ed  d u t ie s  to  G2 and G3 and su p e rv ise d  them in  

th e  cooking, c le a n in g , and th e  feed in g  o f th e  younger c h i ld r e n .

SI (Mother) had a TV d in n e r  and she c a s t  o c c a s io n a l g la n ces  a t  th e  s e t .  

At a p o i n t ,  th e  volum e o f  th e  TV was a c t u a l l y  re d u c e d  t o  g iv e  

prom inence, to  th e  f a m ily 's  d is c u s s io n . This was a t  th e  p o in t were th e  

sp o n so r 's  message came on. T his d id  n o t meaui th e  a d v e r ts  had n o t been 

n o tic e d , b u t they  were n o t commented upon. There was a nonchalance in  

th e  observed re c e p tio n .

Another story telling session began just as a serious drama on the 
network service - The Young Ones - began. They missed the beginning of 
the programme. The programme is one of those sponsored and labelled by a 
federal agency aimed at national mobilisation, and re-orientation of the 
social values.

An argument in  th e  drama, between a coup le  ov er who i s  b o ss; w ith  th e  

w ife a s s e r t in g  h e r s e l f ,  and th e  man demanding more r e s p e c t ,  a t t r a c t e d  a 

p a ss in g  comment from th e  m other, and a mere g lan ce  from th e  c h i ld re n .

S I: Ha! Do you see  one boss?

T h e re a f te r ,  th e  fam ily  la p se d  in to  t h e i r  ro u t in e .  There was an argum ent 

about who shou ld  f e tc h  th e  w ate r, c le a n  th e  bathroom and so on. A ll t h i s  

w hile th e  s e t  was l e f t  on. I t  tu rn e d  ou t th a t  th e re  was no one w atch ing , 

no one fo llo w in g  th e  tre n d  of ev en ts  who cou ld  e x p la in  to  th e  o th e rs  

even when they  were ready  to  w atch, and so no one cou ld  r e a l l y  c a tc h  on.

810



The sq u ab b lin g  and g r ip in g  co n tin u ed  fo r  s e v e ra l  re a so n s  t i l l  th e  end o f 

th e  programme suid then  th e  mother sang  a long  to  th e  tu n e  o f th e

s p o n s o r 's  j i n g le  -

"We a re  th e  ones, to  make N ig e ria  a  b e t t e r  p la c e , 
we a l l  have a duty  fo r  su re  . . .  We a re  th e  ones"

S1: Oh! so now they  have f in is h e d ,  i t  i s  9 o 'c lo c k .  Now they
w i l l  read  th e  news, [s u b je c t comments w atching  th e
v is u a ls  on th e  sc reen ] Lagos! The ru sh  ru sh  l i f e  o f 
Lagos! Ah! I  have been to  a p la c e  in  Lagos where they  
have o ffe re d  s im i la r  Suya [barbeque] a s  t h i s ,  [ r e f e r r in g  
to  th a t  which she had seen  on th e  sc reen ]

Her a t t e n t io n  was a t t r a c t e d  by th a t  which was n o t demanding. Though she 

d id  n o t make tim e to  watch th e  drama programme i t s e l f ,  she c o n te n te d  

h e r s e l f  by w atching a j i n g le  which i s  no lo n g e r th a n  60 seconds, and i s

n o t a s  engaging as a f u l l  f led g ed  programme. She sang a lo n g , to  th e

ly r i c s  (a u d io ) , and she a ls o  r e la te d  to  th e  v i s u a l s ,  u s in g  w ith  h e r  

p e rso n a l ex p erien ce  of th e  r e a l i t y  o f th e  s i tu a t io n s  p o r tra y e d .

Her a t te n t iv e n e s s  was only  s h o r t  l iv e d .  Having used  th e  TV a s  a tim e

in d ic a to r  -  a s s e s s in g  what was to  come n e x t on th e  sch ed u le , she s h i f t e d

h e r a t t e n t io n  to  o th e r  th in g s .

31: Have you brought in  th e  c lo th e s ?  [ th e  w ashing] I t ' s  9 o 
'c lo c k  now, as you cam see  th ey  w i l l  soon re a d  th e  news.
Get me your b i l l s .  B ring th e  adm ission  l e t t e r ,  you must 
g e t th e  fe e s  p a id  tomorrow. You to o , b r in g  your b i l l s .  .
. [ echoing an o th e r j in g le ]  I  w i l l  work h a rd  today  [ .  . .
I  w i l l  pu t in  my b e s t  to  make N ig e r ia  g r e a t . ]

Each o f th e  c h ild re n  p re se n te d  a l i s t  o f re q u ire m e n ts , and none was 

w il l in g  to  compromise. 51 was co u n tin g  o u t and sh a r in g  money fo r  them, 

and a s  such , she could n o t c o n c e n tra te  on th e  h ig h l ig h ts  o f th e  d a y 's  

news. She a ls o  m issed th e  le a d  s to ry  in  th a t  new scast. Her a t t e n t io n  was

811



m om entarily  a t t r a c t e d  by th e  v is u a ls  of a f lo o d  ( d i s a s te r )  in c id e n t  th a t  

was r e p o r te d .  Even though she saw th e  v is u a ls  o f th e  s u rv iv o rs ,  she  was 

n o t su re  o f  what had tr a n s p i re d .  As a r e s u l t ,  th e re  was an e r r o r  in  h e r  

r e a d in g .

SI : What happened to  them, were th ey  invo lved  in  an a c c id e n t?  
[im ply ing  road  t r a f f i c  a c c id e n t]

Her i n t e r e s t  was only  momentary, as th e re  were o th e r  more p re s s in g  and 

im m ediate concerns which engaged h e r th o u g h ts . They were money m a tte rs  -  

th e  b i l l s ,  shopping l i s t s  and budgets th a t  she had to  b a la n c e . I t  was 

n o t t i l l  abou t 10 m inutes in to  th e  b u l l e t i n  th a t  she  n o tic e d  th e  

n ew scas te r .

S I: Hauwa! I t ' s  been a w hile .

T his was c lo s e ly  fo llow ed  by a s ig h  and a p le a  fo r  God to  have mercy; an

i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  h e r  th o u g h ts  had  a g a in  t r a v e l l e d  away from  th e

programme. T his d ed u c tio n  was confirm ed by th e  o th e r  concerns she 

e x p re s se d .

S I: Look a t  t h i s ,  i t  i s  th e  empty powder t i n .  T h a t 's  i t .  I 'm  
n o t buying an o th e r one. . . What i s  th a t?  Have you b u r s t
a keg in  th e  f re e z e r?  Have you g a rg le d  w ith  warm w ater
and used  your m edicine?

There was a q u e s tio n  fo r  each c h i ld .  The m o th e r 's  concerns a t  t h a t  tim e 

were abou t g e t t in g  h e r home in  o rd e r . She was l i k e  th e  o ld  woman who 

l iv e d  in  th e  shoe; she had so many demands on h e r , t h a t  she  d id  n o t know 

what to  do.

B1 d e tached  h im se lf  from a l l  th e  clam ouring  around him and w atched th e

news. The younger c h i ld re n  had r e t i r e d  to  th e  rooms w ith  th e  grandm other

by 9 .15 p.m . The mother was s t i l l  working o u t h e r  f in a n c e s .  She was

812



assisted by G1 and G2, in searching for a missing letter. The newscast 
was not watched at all. There were no further comments made, not even 
in passing. Attempts to get them interested, in a bid to check the 
extent of the lack of interest, were ignored. The researcher's baits 
were not taken up. There was no pretence at being interested in the news 
any more.

However, without being prompted, the Pengo commercial, (an advertisement 
of a pain killer employing local concepts - showing an old man shivering 
from aches), was attended. The advert was already familiar to the group, 
and it was considered to be funny.

The (Guinness) Malta food drink advertisement was also found fascinating 
by the younger viewers - G1 and G2. They even sang along with the 
chorus.

Whilst the Pengo commercial was being shown, SI got up from the set, and 
in apparent response to that which she had seen, expressed an awareness 
of her needing a pain killer as well.

S1: I believe I also need to take Pauiadol.

However, in expressing her need, she did not identify Pengo, but 
Panadol, which is a market leader, and competition for Pengo, the 
product that was advertised.

As the researcher packed up to go, 31 commented that - 
"There were no programmes at all today"

The fact that she "had not watched any programme" was equated with the
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deduction that there were no programmes worth watching. Subject had
discounted the influence of the other experiences she had had in the
viewing context which were responsible for the observed pattern. She
however made a connection between the interruption of the power supply
and her attitude towards viewing.

SI : I was quite fed up since the power supply was 
interrupted.

This last comment, when taken along with the previous day's experience, 
partly explains why the set was ignored. It is only considered a partial 
explanation, because the other concerns cannot be unconnected with the 
observed pattern. However, the subject was quick to blame unavailability 
of programmes.

Although when that line of reasoning is taken alone, (that is, oblivious 
of the other observations), it is not accurate, it still raises 
questions about the relevance of the programmes that are transmitted, to 
the immediate plight of the audience.

Observation for Day 3 ended on that note.

Day 4

There was no observation for this day as a flood from a previous 
rainstorm made subject's house inaccessible.

The children reported having watched Checkmate, a locally produced "soap 
opera" on the network service. They also reported that they had watched 
Family Matters, an American produced comedy.

S1 reported that she did not understand Checkmates because she had not
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been following. Being a shift-worker, she had to miss the episodes, for 
those weeks when she was on either afternoon or night shift. Besides the 
programme had only been recently introduced. The story line was only 
just starting to unfold thus the trend was not very clear yet. Even with 
all that, S1 reckons that the programme will be interesting. Although 
she herself had an idea of what was going on, she deferred to G1 in the 
attempt to explain what was going on in the programme.

Day 5

Viewing began at about 4.30 p.m. Subject had just returned from work and 
she relaxed with the music prograimme that was on. At some points, she 
danced with the little 2-year-old.

SI supped in front of the set, even though she was not particularly 
watching what was going on. The children likewise did not watch the 
programme on the set. They merely cast the occasional glance at the set 
as they passed through the room, in the range of the functioning set.

Before long the older children had a friend visiting them. The focus of 

the entire group was shifted to the concerns of these youths who were 

preparing for some examinations. The mother got caught-up with 

arrangements of how they would get to the examination centres. This 

deliberation led to other related matters, which were in no way related 

to TV.

In the meantime, there was a cartoon programme - Police Academy on the 
screen. This was watched with rapt attention by both B2 and the toddler. 
This was until the toddler, on seeing a packet of snacks that interested 
him (in real life), switched his attention, and that of everyone else.
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as he clamoured for it.

He succeeded in breaking the attention of the adults from their 
deliberations. But he also freed them, as it were, for the TV to attract 
their attention. Not being engrossed in any conversation, one of them 
soon noticed a visual on television, and called the attention of the 
others to the price tag on the advertised product - Soy Ice cream (ice 
cream from soya bean milk which is very cheap).

In rejecting the credibility of the advertised price of the product, 
they drew from their knowledge of the "norm". With this experience, they 
modified the message. Therefore, although the advertised price was 50 
kobo, which ordinarily makes the product "affordable", there is an 
understanding that the actual selling price would be an additional 30 - 
50 kobo.

G1: They won't sell it for 50 kobo , it might get sold for 80 
kobo or one naira.

Although at this time the grandmother was not out on the verandah but in 
the sitting room, she still maintained the pattern of ignoring the set. 
There was apparently none of the selected programmes that she fêuicied.

As for 51, she continued to ruminate over her concerns, even though she 
sat in front of the set. For instance she, at some point, burst out 
spontaneously

"Does anyone know who can fix this fridge, Sendeke is no 
longer reliable."

This indicates the kind of concerns that engaged her thoughts even as 
she sat in front of the set. She had even commented on the fact that a
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programme had totally captivated the little ones. True as that was, the 
toddler was restless still, and not as attentive as B2, he soon went out 
to play.

As the closing signature tune welled up and closing credits for the 
programme began to roll, G1 took the remote control and switched the 
channels. She did not appear to have any particular programme in view. 
She simply zapped round and settled for "Voltron" a popular cartoon 
programme with the children. This was in spite of the fact that the 
programme lacked colour and sound. B2 still found the programme 
attractive. The older ones preferred a better option. (They had also 
been watching the Police Academy cartoons.)

B2 was no match for them (B1 and G1) this time, possibly because of the 
indisputably poor reception quality of his choice. His choice was over
ruled. The choice to be made was between a foreign programme, and two 
music programmes. B1 accused G1 of indecision as she kept switching back 
and forth. In the end it was the guest's choice that was allowed.

That choice was a musical which entertained everyone including the
mother. It was a compilation of the latest on the local music scene.
There was obvious vicarious participation in this viewing experience.

S: Indeed the hands speak! [responding to lyrics, affirming
what was said based on the accompanying visuals that she 
had seen.]

Girls: Ah! Ah! [marvelling at the (strenuous) dance.]
Guest(male): That's their profession.
G1: That's his wife, [of one of the dancers.]
R: Is that his wife or they are just dancing together?
Guest: Throughout that record, she is the one who danced with
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him but one can't assume that she's his wife.
SI: [reading record's title off the screen] 0 I'omori.
Girls: [reading the translation in a chorus] E get cover.
(The translation is in pidgin English. The manner of reading 
both the title and the translation can only be fully 
appreciated when there is an awareness of how faddish slangs, 
for the sake of including as wide a spectrum of the 
population as possible, get translated into the most common 
denominator -pidgin English. Often, one is repeated as a 
reverberation of the other.)

As one musical video was faded out, another was faded up. The group was 
quick to recognise the artiste. He is a favourite and they could not 
conceal their excitement or welcome for him.

Guest: Look, that is him.
Chorus : Funwontan!
B1: His music is enjoyable.
Guest: There's sense in the music he plays on the radio.
SI: Do you want me to buy it? [i.e. the video, as this is

just the promotional clip]
Chorus : YES !
SI: Seventy naira, that is how much the videos costs.
PAUSE as (apparently) the new release was being enjoyed.

The nature of this music is such that one must get acquainted with it 
first before one can sing along. Unlike some which employ common idioms 
and follow known literary patterns, this particular artiste excels in 
presenting his message in an original way, which includes coining 
original words - Neologism.

G2: But I do not like these little children, they should have 
worn clothes, [responding to the visual illustration of 
the message, without connecting it to the song, and thus 
not able to appreciate the reason why it need be so.]

SI : And you know it all started as humour (a joke) yet see
how much repute he has acquired.
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B1 : He was the one who got the best entertainer of the year 
award.

R: Really! Who gave him that?
Chorus: PMAN (Performing Musicians Association of Nigeria)

It was clear that there was no convergence of focus in the response to 
the clip. There was no other reference to G2's objections which were 
founded on her standard of decency. Rather the conversation drifted in 
the line of the artiste career. The conversation continued with each 
person narrating his personal experience of, (or encounter with) the 
artiste. He was soon out of focus, and they concentrated on the other 
circumstances surrounding such experiences. None the less, they were 
disappointed when the clip, which they had ceased watching was succeeded 
by another one.

It was only at this time that someone inquired about the station in 
view. It had not mattered which station it was that they watched, as 
long as the programming was satisfactory. There was no set station 
loyalty pattern observed.

"Ah! Shame!"
"What station is this?"
"LTV; they are only biding time till 6.00 p.m. when they will 
read the news."
"No they will read the news at 6.30 p.m."
"Well then, maybe it's one of those Moslem programmes."

The family switched off mentally as they found Moslem programmes being 
shown on the various stations. SI later commented on the accuracy of the 
earlier predicted pattern. This was as they shopped round the stations 
without finding an option.
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Afterwards, the television was ignored, auid left as part of the room 
ambience. Again, SI recounted her woes in another story telling session. 
By this time, the grandmother had proceeded to the verandadi. The little 
children had since dispersed, right after the musical interlude.

Although the set was ignored, there was still a conscious monitoring of 
of its content. This soon became apparent as, on sighting acceptable 
programming, there was a renewed interest in the screen.

On seeing what appeared to be a drama programme, S1 asked for the remote 

control, so that she could increase the volume and generally take 
control of the set. By requesting for the remote control, she expressed 
her interest in the programme.

She thought she had watched the programme at some time previous, but 
even that did not make the programme any less captivating. Rather, it 
assisted her ability to read the programme and also her ability to run a 
screen side commentary as she is wont to do.

The programme was a serial drama and SI filled the other members of the 
group in on the story to date. Thereafter there was relatively quiet 
viewing as the group paid close attention to the programme. The suspense 
in the drama was contagious.

The quiet viewing was punctuated by the occasional comments from the 
subject. These were really bits of information which she felt was 
necessary for the group, particularly those who had not watched the 
previous episodes to understand what was going on.
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S1 : That is the sacrifice being taken [to the forest / 
shrine] but that has no effect on the ghost.

Subject soon realised that, that which she had watched, was a different 
episode. This further heightened her interest in the programme. In fact, 
the interest was so much that in this situation, the children's demands, 
only met her momentary attention. They did not succeed in breaking her 
concentration. This, is despite the fact that the reception of the 
programme was not clear.

It was clear that the value placed on the previous experience; the
pleasure derived from the viewing of the previous episode, had been
transferred to this one. The subject was on the look out for the ghost
who had "wreaked havoc" in the previous episode.

"It was on channel 2 that I watched the programme. I was 
alone that day as well. I had a fit of laughter when the 
ghost chased the man and he ran like a thief."
[The man in question according to subject's report was a 
pastor, who, motivated by the promise of monetary reward by 
the village head, attempted to rid the village of the ghost.
T h e  g h o s t  w a s  t h a t  o f  a  m an , w ho h a d  b e e n  k i l l e d  " b e f o r e  h i s  
t i m e " .

The pastor had gone to the cemetery armed with a crucifix and 
a bible, but he flung these away, when he was chased by the 
ghost. He even ran past his own compound, in his confusion.]

SI was satisfied by the suspense, and the anticipation of "action" that 
the arrival of the ghost on the scene would bring. She participated so 
vicariously, and she even responded as though she were a member of the 
crowd within the prograunme.

The conversation being held outside the room was clearly audible and in 
deed it was a source of distraction to the viewer.
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Just as the "noise" from outside was a source of distraction to the
programme, the commotion that was featured in the programme itself drew
attention to the programme. G1 and some of the other children who were
within earshot were attracted to investigate the cause of the commotion
within the programme. They stayed to watch till the end. The duration
for which they waited was not very long as the commotion marked the
climax of that particular episode.

[The commotion had been the uproar which accompanied the 
exposure of the girl who posed to be a virgin when she was 
not. She had thus wrongly taken part in, and even led the 
ritual virgin dance. The penalty for her action was that she 
would be struck down by the god. It was this action coupled 
with the expression of shock and horror by the villagers that 
had caused the uproar.]

The children dispersed as soon as the prograunme came to an end. The 
channel was switched immediately to a much clearer station. It was clear 
that the poor reception was endured only for a specific purpose.

The children soon converged again, as the mother, who was sitting before 
the set, was sharing some treats. By this time, the set was on the Lagos 
state channel - LTV. The programmes that were to be on the weekend 
transmission - Lagos Weekend Television (LWT) were being promoted. This 
promo was watched with a noncommittal attitude. There was no covert 
excitement at the programme offering; there were no expressed plans or 
desires of the featured programmes.

The transmission continued with a musical. This attracted the attention 
of the group. There was a particular piece which, though it was locally 
produced, and in a local language, appeared foreign. The group was able 
to discern that the piece was a copy of the "Indian culture", both in
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the dressing, and in the melody.

Though they enjoyed the programme, they did not fail to observe the fact 
that it was not a regular feature. They were aware that it came to them, 
only as a result of a lull in the station's drive for sponsored 
programmes. It was thus seen as one of the dispenscüale programmes. In 
the previous week, the slot, had been taken up by one of the sponsored 
religious programmes transmitted specially for the period of the Moslem 
Ramadan fast.

This awareness appeared to have affected a viewer's attitude to the 

programme. G1 was particularly vocal in expressing the observation. As 
though confirming the criticism, SI, complained about the low audio 
level.

Even as they enjoyed the musical, unceremoniously, it gave way to a
Moslem programme. There was no continuity link. The succeeding programme
was not introduced, nor was the musical signed off. G1 saw this as a
confirmation of her beliefs about the station.

G1 : That is what I said. I knew they would do these. They 
won't sing [show musicals]. When they do conclude this 
fast, they will start showing programmes. Since they [i. 
e. Moslems] started this fast, OGTV has just put all 
their old programmes aside.

81: We have just been neglected.

The (offending) station in view, was not OGTV, and the subjects were 
aware of these. When asked, they affirmed that the station in view was 
not OGTV, but still they made a connection between their view of OGTV, 
and the performance of LTV, the station in view. This suggests that the 
viewing experience is sometimes not delineated by channels or station
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identification.

There was a mental switch off, but the programme was left on as part of 
the room ambience. Si's attention was focused on the smooth running of 
the home. After a while, the channel was switched, to a station 
showing the news. This was not deliberate.

The initial reaction observed, was that the programme was a put-off as 
well but it was selected still, as if indicating that it was to be 
preferred to the other options; the Moslem programmes. The mother (SI) 
was the only one before that set. Others were doing other things only 
coming to sit before the set sometimes.

SI watched, in a rather uninterested manner, only when there was cui item 
that had caught her attention. This was the story about the possibility 
of the Nigeria/Ghana football match not being transmitted. At other 
times, she did not bother at all.

The viewing for this day was generally chequered, and carried on 
grudgingly. The family was well able to amuse (entertain) themselves 
without the medium especially with: 

the size of the family; and 
the variety of ages and nuances.

The Polygram musical show was selected and viewed by G1, but her viewing 
was restricted by her chores. B1 however watched unhindered.

The Pepsi advert was appreciated and in fact as though she were an 
expert on the matter, the mother commented that -
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"Pepsi and Coke adverts usually have a large budget!"

Meanwhile the programme, which Pepsi had sponsored, was not consciously 
attended.

The grandmother was attending to the little children, and the mother was 
lying down on the sofa before the set, switching her attention between 
her conversation with the grandmother in which she was catching up on
the day's event, and overseeing the older children. She appeared to be
running the home by remote control -sitting before the set and getting 
things done. Amidst all of these, her attention occasionally went to the 
functional set which was right before her.

When G1 was chanced, as the nature of her chore permitted, she made her 
way to the set to watch the programme. Both herself and B1 were 
thoroughly into the programme, irrespective of the goings on around 
them. They sang along to the lyrics of the videos, and even tried to 
identify the locations where such videos were made. This was in the case 
of the locally produced ones, as the programme was a montage of both 
foreign and locally produced popular music.

The ability of those who are interested, to concentrate, in spite of all 
the possible distractions around them, is worthy of note.

In spite of all the chores and distractions, the children were still
mindful of the time. At the scheduled time, they asked the older ones, 
to tune the set to a particular channel - LTV.

The programme that they were after was another musical but it was not
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featured that day. Instead, there was a paid announcement promoting a 
special cultural show.

There was a change in the audio level as the new channel was found. This 
attracted the mother's attention who directed that the volume be turned 
down. Thereafter, the attention was shifted to the visual spectacle - 
the displayed float, the masquerades, and the cultural dances.

SI echoed the words of the music which the maidens danced to.

"You went to Abuja and danced for the government, you went to Epe
town and danced on the lagoon. . ."

What they viewed, were just the snatches of the actual performance, used 
in the promotional package, the experience of viewing it was thus 
necessarily truncated. At the end, the promo was obviously enjoyed. But 
no one could tell when the show was to be staged, although someone had
an idea of where. They had not read the caption which trailed the promo
at the end. The earlier visuals and the voice-over, had not given any 
indication of these. It seemed that this audience, had by-passed the 

voice-over, and focused their attention on the underlying music and 

visuals instead.

As the interesting promo was concluded, the grandmother raised a 

question which diverted the family's attention to another matter. It was 

the question of which soap was longer lasting. This was a reflection of 

her considerations - housekeeping expenses. No soap advert was referred 

to in the deliberation. In fact, the scope of options were much wider 
than the range advertised.

The discussions were immediately suspended as a musical interlude caune
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on. The focus of the group was again shifted to the set. The artistes 
were identified; their attires appraised; and their dance steps were 
compared to that of known persons - "This one dances like - " The 
various individuals also moved to the beat. Participation in this 
viewing experience is vicarious whereas the adverts which preceded the 
interlude were ignored.

It is obvious that the musical fitted into the daily experience of the 
family

"Ehn! Mummy here is that song."
"And this one resembles mummy"
"No. Don’t you know this one"
"This is Wasiu..."
"They have played it so often, the tape is worn." (That, as 
the picture wobbled)
"The tape is bad."
"Is it worn already?" (comparing the date of release, the 
expectation of wear,and the perceived quality.)
"If not for Barrister who started the trend..." (Focus back 
on dance)
"Can you do it?"

The direction of the discussion changed as another musical succeeded the 
previous one, yet the pattern continued.

"This is Fajemirokun."
"What is this that he is clad in?"
"What is it? Let [B1] tell us, jeans or stone-washed?"

The younger children were summoned to put on a dance display, like that 
which was on the screen. The adults and the older children looked on.
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marvelling at the show from the children and the set. The children were 
soon ignored and the group's attention was drawn to the familiarity of 
the song. It only took one person, (G1) voicing the observation, to set 
the others off.

G1 : This is a rendition one of the old [time] stories, [to 
sisters] Do you know it?

They did, and they all sang the original folk tune which had been 
revamped in the musical video.

The focus of the group was shifted again, as another person (G3) voiced 
her own observation. These audible observations helped to converge the 
group's reading of the programme.

"This one looks like Auntie Sola"
"They say that is your mother" [that to the visiting toddler]
"Look! You will soon see what this one will do now"

[Laughter all round as they beheld the spectacle to which their 
attention had been drawn.]

"She is dancing like my sister. This one is dancing like my auntie, 
Titi, that one is dancing like mummy. . . "
"Your head! Can I dance like this mad people? This is not dancing, 
don't you know that mine is a slow and easy dance?"
"He looks like Sunny does he?" [Researcher's bait]
"No he looks like Obey"
"Yes, but he looks more like Dele Abiodun"
"This one looks like one of mummy's colleagues"
"Mummy look at him Mr. — "
"Could not be! That one, can he dance?"

The commentary carried on like that, and though the show was enjoyed by 
all, in the course of their shared observations, individual reservations
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were aired. This provided the forum for a group negotiation and 
subsequently, a group reading. This is not to suggest that individual 
opinions were cancelled. They could still exist alongside the group's. 
The observation only offers an insight to how group readings are 
generated.

In the negotiation, each person's contribution was informed by 
the scope of personal experience. Take the following observation 
for instance.

Child: "No he looks like Obey"
Mother: "Yes, but he looks more like Dele Abiodun"

It is not clear which of the children expressed the above opinion but 
she certainly spoke for them all, as they readily agreed with the 
statement. Even the mother was also in agreement, but she had a broader 
basis of comparing the physical appearance of the musician in view.

While the children likened the man's appearance to Obey, who is a more 
acclaimed musician; the mother was able to find a closer resemblance in 
another musician, (Dele Abiodun) who though once very popular, was not 
as familiar to the younger generation.

There were other baits which the group did not take up. For instance 
they did not follow up on the remark about the subject's hairstyle, 
neither did they attempt to identify the location of the recording. 
These baits were dropped as subjects had not voluntarily commented on 
those aspects of the viewing. The aspects which they considered 
striking, can be deduced from their pattern of response. By not
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responding to such baits, there is a suggestion that rather than being 
an oversight in the course of viewing, they did not intend or were not 
competent to comment.

The group did not attempt any analysis or negotiation of the programme 
beyond reading the obvious. They did not try to appreciate the several 
idiomatic expressions employed in the songs, as did SI in location 1. 
Rather they focused on the superficial - the dance steps, the dressing, 
and striking visuals; like the woman seen trying to eat a whole 
pineapple (not peeled).

The idiom which that visual was illustrating was not discussed. The 
pedagogic function of the visual seemed to have been lost here, whilst 
the humour appeal was paramount.

The musical was incorporated into the family's entertainment agenda. It 
was not treated as an intrusion. It did not require such concentration 
that would make each become an individual viewer. It still allowed them 
to share their thoughts as a group.

Even the toddlers were paraded as entertainers.

At 8.00 p.m. as the news came on, cuiother channel was selected. It was 
a clear rejection of the news. The new channel that was selected was an 
NTA station. The programme which was on the network transmission was a 
documentary and this was not appealing either. The said programme was 
associated with government activities, or that of its parastatals. It 
was rejected as well. In the absence of a "better" option, the news 
which they had earlier rejected was selected. Then the set was left on
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again as part of the room ambience. The family got on with their life as 
though the set were not on.

Despite the fact that SI was sitting in front of the set, (when she 
returned to it), her thoughts were apparently not aligned with the 
information that emanated from the set. For instance, at a point when 
the item was on the training of bankers, the subject's outburst was 
about the boarding arrangements for high schools.

Although there were several other human interest items, those which 

caught the subject's attention, were the items on the following.

i, the public auction of "essential commodities" [that is groceries 
like milk, oil, sugar, tinned fish]; and

ii, the announcement of the Moslem night vigil, marking the end of the 
month of fasting.

Whilst her interest in the former was fleeting, the fact that the latter 
was a practice which evoked long forgotten, childhood memories, caused 

her to dwell on it. In fact it sparked off another family discussion as 
the grandmother was drawn in, and the subject shared her memories with 
her children.

It was G1 who drew attention back to the set. Being mindful of the time 
and the schedule, she selected a network produced soap opera. There was 
no objection to the choice as the options available were the news on one 
station, and an Islamic religious programme on the two state stations 
which they received clearly.

Though there was a genuine interest in the programme, the enthusiasm was 

dampened by the fact that all the viewers had missed some of the
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previous episodes. They were thus wary of their ability to follow. They 
had missed these episodes for different reasons; some because they were 
in boarding schools were they had no access to sets, and some because of 
unstcüsle schedules, both at home and (for the mother) at work.

The programme was not clear till about midway through the day's episode. 
It was watched in relative silence and there was no indication that the 
programme was enjoyed. Rather it appeared that the programme was watched 
out of habit, or for the want of a "better" thing to do.

By the time the programme came to an end, the two boys had left the 
sitting room unceremoniously, as had the grandmother, suid the two 
younger girls, G2 and G3 had drifted off to sleep.

The family ' s interest was perked up by an advert which aroused their 
curiosity. It was the commercial preceding the launching of TUP's Fido 
Fedo campaign. (This was not clear at that time.)

The other commercials which the subjects noticed were the competing 
brands of tyres which were placed adjacent to each other. Not only was 
this striking, S1 actually confused the names of the brands as she 
referred to their adverts.

It is well possible that the sudden change in the volume of the TV as 
the second advert came on, accounts for the observation. It must be 
noted that the sudden increase was so noticeable that S1 first requested 
that the volume be turned down, before commenting on the close proximity 
of both commercials.
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The volume of the set was still kept low when the network news Ccime on. 
There was no attempt to increase it as the now roused family, supped 
before the set. Ten minutes into the newscast, there was a cut in the 
electricity supply. This lasted for about 45 minutes although it 
appeared to be longer. By the time it was restored the family had 
drifted back to sleep, but the children were still mindful of a Yoruba 
drama which they had planned to watch.

B1 and G1 switched on the set in time for the programme. G3 amd the 
mother stirred and managed to watch the promos for other similar dramas 
as the one expected. These were to be shown in cinemas. The information 
was lost on this audience.

The programme seemed lost on them as the reception quality was very 
poor. There was hardly any noise from outside at this time, so initially 
they all endured, attending the programme with full concentration.

After a while all that could be heard was the static, and the picture 
was very grainy. Yet the viewers persisted in their endurance, trying to 

make sense of the snatches of the programme that they could piece 

together.

There was a long scene in the forest, in which there was no speech at 
all, except for the occasional sound effects. Still the programme was 
watched, although only by G1 and B1 and one of the young guests, aged 
about 10 years old. The others had drifted back to sleep by this time.

The programme was about the supernatural. The day's episode had centred 

on how an evil purposed demon occupied a disobedient woman's womb.
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having rid her of her foetus. (Subsequent episodes, showed how the demon 
plagued the town, and later how another incarnated spirit - child came 
to the rescue.) Because this was one of the earliest episodes, the plot 
was not immediately clear. The poor reception had not helped either. In 
fact it was with the knowledge from the previous week's viewing, that 
the viewers could make sense of the particular experience. Yet they did 
not relent in their endurance till the programme was concluded.

It was only then that they sought out the movies which had since begun 
on some other channels that were clearer. They had been aware of these 
options even as they watched. This showed that their viewing of the 
Yoruba drama was a matter of choice.

It was suggested that the rain storm which was responsible for the cut 
in the power supply, was also responsible for the particularly poor 
reception quality. It is also reasonable to suggest that the cool 
temperature, which the rain brought along, further encouraged the lull 
to sleep.

Observation ended at this time.

Day 6

Though she did not go to work on this Saturday, the mother, 51 travelled 
to her home town for the day.

Viewing did not commence till about 4.00 p.m. because of a cut in the 
public power supply. As a result, the family had missed half of the 
day's transmission, on this day that there was daytime transmission.
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When the power supply was restored, the family awaited the Cosby show, 
an American produced comedy. The other programmes which came on the
screen before then were used as a backdrop for the various
conversations. The mother and the grandmother exchanged reports of their 
experiences during the day. The mother gave a report of events in the 
hometown, from where she had just returned, and the grandmother reported 
on the home front, at which she had been holding forte.

The children watched the programme Lagos Weekend Television run-down for 
the rest of the weekend transmission, as it came on. They noted the 
available fare in a non-committal manner. The mother was attracted by 
the programme featuring the (Yoruba) traditional game of "Ayo". Because 
she had not been paying attention, she wondered aloud, if it was time 
for the programme. This was despite the fact that she knew that the 
programme was normally featured at a different time.

SI : Have they changed the time of the programme to this time?
G2 & G1: No, it is a programme promotion.

What this suggests is that with an inattentive viewer, the programme 
promo, could be a source of confusion, rather than of clarification. 
However as with other types of confusion arising from her being 
inattentive, persistence before the set, especially within the context 
of a group of other viewers, the misreading is soon corrected.

There was a remarkable amount of noise within the room as the children 
played, and the elders conversed. It was only the Yoruba programmes 
which they found attractive enough to defer to, and attend. They relied 
on one person or the other to have picked up enough details about such 
programmes. There were instances when a different person who noted the
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title, whilst a different one noted the time of transmission. They were 
all able to recognise the programme to which the clips belonged. The 
programmes were old, and known programmes. This point of recognition, 
was the point where interest was expressed.

When she felt it was time, G1 switched the chauinel to NTA - 2, the 
station which she knew the Cosby show would be on. But the programme was 
not on yet. The programme promo which was on, was attractive as well and 
it was watched.

The children watched as though attentively. That way, they pretended not 
to hear what the mother said, thus they refused to run errands. The 
grandmother's response came out as a negative attitude to the medium, 
rather than the children.

G/Mother: Once they start watching that thing, they never 
hear anything!

The volume of the set was increased as the Cosby show came on, and the 
children at this time, completely ignored the mothers. They watched in 
(relative) silence. This was the first time during the observation that 
the children unanimously cautioned someone for distracting their 
attention. The toddler was the first to be warned. But the mother was 
still a source of distraction. Rather than follow what was going on, she 
relied on the children to tell her.

Often times, the jokes were not laughed at. Sometimes, the family
laughed only to the cue of the recorded studio audience. At other times,
the laughter was at the really, visually, ridiculous things. (For
instance, Mrs. Huxtible's longing look at a baby; Dr. Huxtible in the 
basketball court with his son - such attracted spontauieous reaction from
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this audience.)

Although she was the only one who had visited America, the mother was 
the least "Americanised". She was the last to understand the story line 
and she was not shy to admit this.

The programme was enjoyed and as it concluded, the family expressed 
their frustration at the available programme fare for the evening. This 
came out as a lament by G1 -

"There are no more programmes tonight"

The absence of programmes considered to be interesting was equated with 
a lack of programming. The effort of getting the available fare 
notwithstanding, to this subject, they were non-existent as they did not 
suit her taste.

Because she had voiced her opinion, she had a chance of being 
"corrected". Her sister reminded her of a scheduled programme, which 
they expected to be interesting. It was a comedy in Yoruba, (Alawada) on 
another channel. As they discussed, they were able to iron out their 
"wrong" assumptions as to the position of the programme on the schedule. 
The confusion had been due partly to the fact that the programme was 
featured on different stations.

G1 changed the channel in pursuit of "Baba Sala" the lead character in 
the said comedy. The time which she chose to switch the channels did not 
meet the approval of the toddler, who let out a scream and made a big 
racket to express his disapproval. He had been engrossed in the Kodak 
advert which had followed the Cosby show. He was not aware, nor could he
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appreciate the reason why the channel was being changed. For him, all 
that mattered was his pleasure that was being curtailed.

The said programme was not found for some reason. Possibly there had 
been a mix up in the time. During the search, "Icheoku" another comedy 
in English and Igbo was found on channel 10. It was another old
favourite, which the family had not been aware was on. It was thus
watched on its own merit, as well as for the fact that there was no 
better option. The sought programme had not been found.

On this night, the whole family was watching together. They appeared to
be either exhausted or bored. It could have been a combination of both.

The comedy in the selected drama is based on the anomalies in the court 
clerk's translation of the British magistrate, the district officer, and 
the Igbo natives in colonial Nigeria. (Re. Day 6, Location 4)

After a few (5) minutes of Icheoku, the family got tired of it and
rejected it. G1 shopped around with the remote control for an
alternative. The mother chose a Moslem talk programme to be endured in
the meantime. The children preferred to watch the advertisements on NTA
- 2. The mother's choice was rejected with the excuse that it would soon
be time for news on that channel. The mother relented. This was how the
family found itself watching a stream of adverts. They were quite
critical of these.

There was an advert for a soap - "Zip bar". The family reacted to it.
G2: All sorts of soap!
G1 : It can't be different from Rin. [Rin is an older soap
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bar similar to that being advertised.] I don't like that 
Rin, it bleaches clothes.

SI : There is too much soda in it. "Cross" is the soap.
G1 & G2: And "Canoe" as well.

The discussion continued, and they enumerated the types of soap they had 
used, amd the perceived demerits of each one. The conclusions were based 
on their experience. In the meantime, all the other adverts which came 
on were ignored, till the "Winco" shoulder pads adverts came on. This 
had models walking along a catwalk. The group halted their conversation, 
and paid attention to the screen.

The "Pengo" pain relief was also found interesting. The actions were not 
quite understood, but seeing the product at the end of the advert, they 
were able to "make out" what the message was.

The advert was a montage of different people in different situations and 
with different ailments, which the product could relieve. It was only 
the shot of the bent over old man, who was shivering that the group
could readily identify with. The other illustrations were not quite
clear, yet this was not a new advert.

The Lux advert was also an old one. It did not evoke any visible 
response, but when asked, they claimed to like it.

R: What about it do you like?
G1: I like the way the woman is dressed.
G3: I like the woman because she is fashionable.
R: What about the product?

Non-committal response.
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The "Tandi Guarana " advert was visibly enjoyed. The girls sang along 
and danced to the musical commercial. The product was a soft drink that 
was relatively new in the market. The advert had youths, singing, 
dancing, and enjoying the product at an exterior location, (possibly) a 
beach.

The Nasco cornflakes adverts reminded one of the girls of school. 
Cornflakes is apparently one of the provisions taken to the boarding 
school, (presumably) to subsidise the meals.

Malta Guinness, was another new product in the market, and the advert 
was also relatively new. It was vicariously enjoyed. The advert was also 
a musical, a montage of different age groups in different situations 
enjoying and endorsing the product.

By 8.00 p.m. B2 had slept, B1 sauntered into the room. He did not 
particularly demand the remote control, or the Sports programme which 
was on at that time. It was as though he was not aware, or that he was 
not interested.

SI, was not in the sitting room at this time so the children had the 
freedom to choose. They chose the musical; locally produced funk, 
contemporary music. Again the toddler was made am entertainer; he was 
made to dance to the amusement of the group. He was like an extension of 
the TV programme.

when SI returned to join the group of viewers, she was quite content 
with the choice of programme. She enjoyed the music and the display. She 
exhibited a knowledge of the goings-on in the music scene.
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SI : This is the group, the one who married one of his back up 
singers.

G1 : No, it is this one, Amos something.
Si: His name is - I'll remember in a minute, he has another

name. Madonna or something.
G1: You are referring to Mandators, this is not that group.

PAUSE
G3: Oh I thought it was a better song that was coming. . .

she [referring to the new artiste on the screen] is the
one who sang the song where someone was convulsing on the 
bed.

The video which the girl was referring to was supposed to be portraying 
a woman passionately longing for her lover. The theme of the song was 
"loneliness". With that comment, the group's loss of interest was 
voiced. The show thus became a backdrop for the family's discussions, 
teasings, and bickerings.

The musical show gave way to the time slot for the awaited comedy, 
Alawada. The programme was referred to by the name of the main 
character. There was a personal paid announcement slot which was heeded. 
Whilst this was going on, there was break in transmission due to a cut 
in the station's electricity supply. This information was given by the 
continuity announcer as she apologised. It was just a momentary break 
and the group did not appear to mind. In fact there was relief that the 
apology was not on account of the station's inability to bring the 
programme.

G3: Oh! I thought she was going to say they could not bring 
the programme.

The relief was short lived because,in the very next breath, the 
announcer apologised for the inability to bring the awaited programme.
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The station had been so predictable. The replacement for the programme 
was a discussion programme in Yoruba, on the census exercise. It was 
automatically received with contempt.

G3: Thank you! but shut up. We are not interested.

For some time, the channel was not switched, though attention had 
shifted from it. It was SI who later directed that it be switched. This 
was in response to some utterances in the programme that she had not 
been paying apparent attention to. At the time she made the request, she 
was obviously irritated by those utterances that she had overheard.

31 : Please, switch the channels, who asked them?

Even at the request, the channel was not switched. The group merely 
switched off their attention again. 31 confessed that she was not 
interested in either the programme, or the census exercise, at all. Her 
interest could not now be "forced" by the programme, but she could not 
help overhearing what was being discussed.

In the course of expressing their frustrations, there arose a discussion 
on their appraisal of the stations' performance. Although LTV is a 
station which they liked and still sought, someone expressed a dislike 
for the station.

R: Why do you not like LTV anymore?
G1: Because they do not have programmes anymore.
R: But that is the station you watch most.
G1: It is not.
R: Which station do you like?
G1: Channel 5
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These responses do not correspond with the observed pattern of viewing. 
Had the study not employed the method of direct observation, these type 
of misleading responses is what one would have had to work with. This is 
however not to dispute the truth in the responses, it only indicates 
that the compromises of group viewing, on the individual's preferences, 
can invalidate such responses.

It is remarkable that disliked programmes were equated with no 
programmes. These subjects had an interesting view of the television 
service.

R: Do you like OGTV?
G1 : Well yes, but since the period of this Ramadan.

[mother cuts in]
S1 : It's because they have found sponsors who give them 

money. My view of LTV - 8, is that they have more foreign 
programmes than local programmes.

R: Do you not like foreign programmes?
SI: [Pause] We ought to promote ours. Even while 

transmitting, they tend to be untidy. We are fed up with 
them. The station should be cancelled.

G2: [aping station's announcer] We beg your pardon!
G3: They say "The new staged drama" (laughter)
31 : Then they keep repeating and repeating.
G1: They do not have programmes anymore.
31 : Since their station got burnt, they have lost their stock 

of films
G3: Oh even before then, they used to have - [she sings a 

song from one of the Yoruba dramas, enjoying the 
reminiscence] - The mother is the mother.

[The use of the word mother in this context has the added
connotation which makes it a reference to the "women of the
night" - witches]
G1 : In fact, if only they would just repeat and avoid that 

hissing sound, [referring to the quality of reception]
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G3: They are always begging your pardon. Those "Ayedogbon" 
tapes, they attract so much begging your pardon, you 
could die.

[Ayedogbon is a Yoruba play, this station's equivalent of the
NTA's popular "Feyikogbon". The performing group is a
splinter group of that which performs "Feyikogbon"].
G1 : Those tapes are old, scratched cuid spoilt, I  feel sorry 

for them, [she burst into a song]
R: What's this you are singing?
G2: Oh, it's from [one of] the good programmes they used to 

have. They used to have them, such enjoyable programmes.

That the cdxjve discussion took place at all, illustrates how busy the 
viewing context could be - the fact that there is a bunch of restless 
viewers who could constitute a nuisance to whoever is trying to 
concentrate on the TV.

It would appear that the main objection to LTV's performance is the poor 
technical quality of the available stock of programmes. Although 
subjects objected to repeats, it appears that a good quality repeat, 
will be tolerable especially if it were an attractive programme. In this 
instance, it appears that the Yoruba programmes would be more tolerable 
than foreign ones, except if such were comedies. This decision would be 
influenced by what else was available for watching at the time.

A projection on audience viewing pattern can only be complete, when all 
elements of the viewing situation is complete. These includes viewers' 
preferences; available options; reception quality; even context of 
viewing. The last two elements appears not to have received adequate 
attention in previous studies, yet they do have a bearing on the 
attitudes which influence viewing. The effect of the proximity of am 
experience; for instance, in this case, the disappointment from the
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station, cannot be overlooked when considering the reaction of the 
viewers to the station.

The family continued enumerating their gripes about television viewing
generally. The perceived poor performance of one station, evoked
memories of that of others. Though they could distinguish between the
stations, it appears that the entire television service was seen as one.
The discussion had an interesting conclusion.

G1: You see, another reason why I don't like OGTV is because 
they have too many sponsored programmes. If they attend a 
private party, they will broadcast that instead of 
showing good programmes - showing parties of individuals 
whom we don't even know.

SI : You know that is where they get their money from.
G1: Money! They have been driven crazy by money. They should

in fact, they should scrap the station.
R: So if TV is scrapped you don't mind?
G1 : Yes! We will be watching video. (Pause) They should save 

only channel 5.

The family did have a stock of videos to watch. In addition they had a 
network of friends with whom they could share and circulate home videos. 
These were invariably of foreign films, and locally produced musicals. 
The pattern of viewing these is not reflected herein as it would have 
amounted to a digression in this study. The impact of this allied 
technology should however not be discounted.

Earlier on in the week, there had been a clamouring for the mother to 
buy a particular musical video which had been seen on the screen. There 
had been other times when they had restrained themselves from switching 
to the use of the home video for entertainment, rather than remaining 
bored with the TV service. This indicates the desire of the audience
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group, for greater control on what they watch. It also buttresses the 
suggestion that repeat exposure to a desirable programme is not 
necessarily offensive. After all, the home videos are watched over and 
again.

The other issue that this raises is if, going by the widespread 
incidence of satellite subscription, and home video usage, viewers are 
prepared for narrow casting, for which they may have to pay. That is 
another digression.

G1 expressed what a great relief such changes in the TV "landscape" 
would be on Fridays. This sparked off an argument which had underlying 
tensions. It was along the lines of religious commitments and only being 
mentioned because it is in direct response to patterns of scheduling.

G1: Imagine those Fridays, Yeee! [an expression of hurt or 
disgust]

S I : Why j u s t  F r i d a y s ,  w h a t  a b o u t  S u n d a y s ?

G1 : Sundays are all right, look Mummy, they start at 5 o
'clock, then they tell you to watch "Salam Aleikum" -
Ugh! [expression of disgust]

G3 ; Laughter
SI : They show "Salam Aleikum" just as they show "Onigbagbo 

Ododo".
G1: But they [Moslems] do not speak Yoruba.
G2: They speak in Arabic, had the Christians their own

"Arabic" too, they would use that too.
G1 : If they want none Moslems to understand, they should 

speak Yoruba, but no, they don ' t do that. They say
[mutters some gibberish] they shout.

G2; Bisimilahi reih moni rahim. Alhamdudillahi. . . [continues 
chanting like the Moslems]

G1: Oh what is that for now?
G3: Let's hear what is going on please, [drawing attention 

back to the screen]
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The network newscast was on air at this time, and there was an item on

the news, announcing the sighting of the moon, which signifies the end
of the Moslem Ramadan month (of fasting) had been sighted. The timely
coincidence, evoked an outburst.

G1 : [with disdain in her tone] They follow the moon, the 
moon !

The above illustrates how religious loyalties affect the way some 
aspects of programming are perceived. G1 was obviously intolerant of the 
Moslem programmes, whilst others were not as vehement in their objection 
to them. In fact it appeared that there was an indifference on the part 
of some other members of the family. The mother for instance had been 
converted from Islamic faith to Christianity, and even then she had no 
strong allegiance either way.

But there was more to Gl's objection than than religious allegiance. 
There was the fact that Friday's programming was more limited in length 
than Sunday's. Therefore to her, it appeared that there was little time 
for her choice of programme, when the unwanted programmes had been 
scheduled.

The situation was further compounded by the exclusivity which the 
programmes presented. Though the programmes are not in Arabic as the 
subjects perceived, they do have verses being read or recited in Arabic. 
Some of these are translated. The main discussions are usually carried 
on in Yoruba. Yet, there is a confirmation of the apparent misreading, 
from one who is even indifferent to the programmes. The misreading here 
had been fuelled by the preconceived prejudices towards the context of
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the programme - Religion.

The discussion was beyond the scope of programme preference. There were 
latent motives behind the position of each one of the discussants. If 
this illustrates the religious tensions which exist for programmers to 
be mindful of, it also illustrates how other strong beliefs, may affect 
reception.

While the discussion was going on, the younger children had drifted off 
sleep. They could thus not constitute any distraction for those who were 
interested in the news. But the discussion itself was a distraction as 
the cibove and other personal matters that were talked about.

Being a Saturday, the news proper was only for 15 minutes. This was 
followed by the news interviews. The first segment, the "news" proper, 
was ignored. The second segment, which focused on the issue of Secret 
Cults on Campuses, proved interesting. This segment was viewed in 
silence, with rapt attention, even by the mother, till her meal was 
served. Then, the bickerings started, over who was responsible for what.

Both G1 and B1 were prospective undergraduates and this may have 
heightened the interest in what was going on in the campuses.

The third segment of the programme was a discussion which focused on the 
efforts at technological advancement by the Nigerian Society of 
Engineers. This did not capture the mother's interest, and so she 
continued her conversations, thus distracting the attention of anyone 
else who could have been interested.
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Observation ended at this time.

Day 7

Viewing was reported to have begun at about 10. 00 a.m. as subjects did 
not attend church service as planned. The younger children had been sent 
to church. SI, B1 and G1 had watched a locally produced drama; 
Telemovie. The progrcunme was in the English language.

Observation commenced at noon. The group watched a comedy in Yoruba,
"Efe". There was rapt attention to the programme. The ease with which
the pun lines were appreciated was obvious, in contrast to the reception
of the previous night's viewing of the Cosby show. The audience could
readily identify and appreciate the symbols and images employed.

Man i n  TV P r o g :  Ah! t h e  s o l d i e r  a t  I d u m o ta  i s  my f r i e n d  y o u  
k n o w , we w e r e  c h i l d h o o d  f r i e n d s .  We u s e d  t o  p l a y  t o g e t h e r  
e v e n  t e l l  s t o r i e s  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  -

G1: And that the soldier of Idumota! (amused)
S i : C a n  y o u  h e a r  t h a t ?  ( L a u g h t e r  a s  s h e  m a r v e l l e d )

[The soldier of Idumota is a statue - the unknown soldier]

The viewing was interrupted by the grandmother who tried to commandeer
G1 into the kitchen, in the absence of the younger girls. G1 shelved the
duty to G2 and the grauidmother was pacified. SI suspended viewing to
have a bath as the programme ended. The children read the captions which
came up on the screen to the grandmother. This was the station's
f e l i c i t a t i o n s  t o  t h e  M o slem  v i e w e r s  w ho w e r e  c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e  " I d - e l -

F i t r i "  f e s t i v a l .

G2: Mama, they send you greetings. ["They" refers to the 
station]
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The observation evoked another discussion on the confusing nature of the 
Moslem festivals due to the moon sighting practise. The grandmother who 
still had her Moslem affiliations, was genuinely confused as to the 
exact day of the festival. Although the station was sending her 
felicitations, there was no sign in the town that it was the day of the 
festival. Reports from interpersonal sources had put the day of the 
festival for those in her part of the country, as the next day. The moon 
was yet to be sighted.

These were the thoughts that she expressed as she sat down purposely to 
watch the set. Although it was a Sunday, there were special Islamic 
programmes on account of the festivities. In the meantime, there was an 
interlude of music which the grandmother obviously enjoyed. The music 
was played in the background with the station's caption in view.

For the first time, she expressed interest in the choice of programmes 
as G1 using the remote control, shopped around the stations for an 
acceptable option. The grandmother requested for a programme wherein 
the Ijebu dialect was spoken. Like SI in location 1, she did not simply 
restrict her preference to the broader Yoruba language, but to her own 
dialect.

What she heard, which had prompted her request was a fleeting segment of 
programming. It was possibly just an announcement, but this is not clear 
as it was only seen momentarily whilst the stations were being scanned. 
The programme was no longer there as G1 sought it out for the 
grandmother.

G1 eventually settled for the tail end of a (Christian) religious
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programme. The grandmother left immediately the English language 
programme came on. G1 soon got up as well, leaving the set on, 
unwatched, until a musical video came on. This too, was not watched 
consciously, as the subjects went back and forth doing other things.

Of all the subjects, G1 was at this time excused from any chores. 
Although it was known that she was feeling poorly her mother attributed 
the excuse to laziness and the programme she was set to watch. Either 
way, G1 was free to watch the set "undisturbed". The programme was a 
serial drama in Yoruba. She did not watch alone. She was the one who 
called the attention of the others when the programme started.

S1 was busy attending to the toddler, but she came to watch anyway. She 
came in during the commercial break following the highlights of the 
previous week's episode. She was confused, wondering if that commercial 
break, signified the end of the programme. G1 was able to confirm that 
it did not.

A couple of minutes into viewing, G1 searched round the other channels, 
as though confirming that she had made the best choice. She immediately 
came back to the programme.

In the course of viewing, SI intermittently sought clarification of the 
programme from the children, (G1 ) - her fellow viewers. She also found 
comparisons between the child on the screen, cind the toddler to whom she 
was attending.

The group was expecting another programme. For this reason, the mother 
(S1) kept switching to another channel and the children did not object.
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At one point, she came across a musical, Salawa Abeni, one of the

p o p u l a r  Y o r u b a  a r t i s t e s ,  a n d  s h e  p a u s e d  t o  v ie w  t h e  c l i p  t o  t h e  e n d

b e f o r e  s w i t c h i n g  b a c k  t o  t h e  d r a m a .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h i s

e i t h e r .  R a t h e r  t h e  e n t i r e  g r o u p  e n j o y e d  t h e  v i e w i n g  o f  t h e  m u s i c a l .  T h e y

w e r e  e v e n  s i n g i n g  a l o n g .

T h e  m u s i c a l  h a d  co m e f r o m  LTV\LWT i n  p l a c e  o f  a  Y o ru b a  d r a m a .

T h e  c l i p  o f  S a l a w a ,  w a s  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h a t  o f  t h e  r a d i o  e n t e r t a i n e r ,  (w ho 

h a d  r e c e n t l y  p r o d u c e d  a  m u s i c a l  v i d e o ) .  T h i s  w a s  a l s o  w a t c h e d .  T h e  

s e a r c h  f o r  a  s t a t i o n  o n l y  c o n t i n u e d  a f t e r  t h a t ,  a s  w i t h  t h e  f a m i l y ' s  

" n o r m a l "  r o u t i n e .  T h e n  a n o t h e r  Y o ru b a  d r a m a  w a s  f o u n d ,  t h i s  t i m e  o n  NTA 

I b a d a n .  T h e  r e c e p t i o n  w a s  n o t  v e r y  c l e a r .  T h e  p ro g ra m m e  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  

l u n c h  t i m e  s h o w .

T h e r e  w as  a  s i m i l a r i t y  i n  t h e  p l o t s  o f  t h e  tw o  p r o g ra m m e s  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  

w a t c h e d .

T h e  e a r l i e r  p ro g ra m m e  h a d  f e a t u r e d  a  w om an w ho w a s  w r o n g l y  a c c u s e d  o f  

a d u l t e r y ,  b e c a u s e  h e r  h u s b a n d  h a d  " c a u g h t "  h e r  w h i l s t  s o m e o n e  w a s  t r y i n g  

t o  s e d u c e  h e r .  T h e  h u s b a n d  h a d  n o t  b e e n  a w a r e  t h a t  h i s  w i f e  w a s  n o t  a  

w i l l i n g  p a r t i c i p a n t ,  a n d  h e  w as  e n r a g e d .  I n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  e p i s o d e ,  t h e  

a g g r i e v e d  h u s b a n d  w as  sh o w n  p u n i s h i n g  h i s  w i f e ,  d e s p i t e  a s s u r a n c e s ,  e v e n

s w o r n  d e c l a r a t i o n s ,  o f  h e r  i n n o c e n c e .  T h e  e v i d e n c e  w a s  t o o  i m p l i c a t i n g .

T h e  v i e w e r s  k n e w  t h e  t r u t h ,  t h o u g h  t h e  h u s b a n d  d i d  n o t .

F o l l o w i n g  h e r  p u n i s h m e n t ,  t h e  n e x t  t i m e  t h e  wom an e n c o u n t e r e d  t h e

s e d u c e r ,  s h e  k e p t  h im  a t  a r m 's  l e n g t h .  S h e  e v e n  c r o s s e d  t o  t h e  o t h e r  

s i d e  o f  t h e  r o a d ,  t o  a v o i d  a n y  c h a n c e  o f  th e m  b e i n g  s e e n  t o g e t h e r .  S h e
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hailed curses to the man as she did so.

T h e  c u l p r i t  w a s  f e a t u r e d  t r y i n g  t o  s e d u c e  a n o t h e r  m a r r i e d  w om an. T h i s  

t i m e  i t  w a s  t h e  w i f e  o f  a  b l i n d  m a n . E v e n  t h o u g h  s h e  w a s  u n a w a r e  o f  t h e  

m a n 's  p r e v i o u s  d e e d ,  s h e  i m m e d i a t e l y  r a i s e d  h e l l ,  c a l l i n g  o u t  t o  t h e  

n e i g h b o u r s  t o  j o i n  h e r  i n  b e a t i n g  u p  t h e  m a n .

T h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r  s c e n e s  s h o w in g  t h e  p a r e n t s  o f  t h e  a g g r i e v e d  m a n , 

a t t e m p t i n g  t o  r e c o n c i l e  t h e  c o u p l e .  T h e y  a p p e a s e d  t h e i r  s o n ,  a n d  p l e a d e d  

t h a t  h e  s h o u l d  g i v e  h i s  w i f e  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  d o u b t .  T h e y  w e r e  a l s o  

sh o w n  t r y i n g  t o  p l a c a t e  t h e  w i f e ;  e n c o u r a g i n g  h e r  t o  e n d u r e .

T h e  s e c o n d  p ro g ra m m e  a l s o  f e a t u r e d  a n  i n c i d e n c e  o f  i n f i d e l i t y  i n  

m a t r im o n y .  T h i s  t i m e  a  w om an h a d  b r o u g h t  h e r  l o v e r  t o  h e r  m a t r i m o n i a l

h o m e . T h e y  w e r e  r e a l l y  c a u g h t  i n  t h e  a c t .  S h e  t r i e d  t o  h i d e  t h e  l o v e r

b e f o r e  h e r  h u s b a n d  ca m e  i n ,  b u t  t h e  h u s b a n d  h a d  s e e n  t h e  l o v e r ' s  h i d i n g  

p l a c e .  S h e  t h e n  t r i e d  t o  p a s s  t h e  l o v e r  u p  a s  a  d i v i n e r .  T h e  h u s b a n d  w a s

n o t  f o o l e d  a n d  h e  d i s c i p l i n e d  b o t h  p a r t i e s .  H e b e a t  th e m  u p  t h o r o u g h l y .

T h e  p u n i s h m e n t  m e te d  o u t  t o  t h e  w iv e s  i n  b o t h  c a s e s  i s  s u c h  a s  w o u ld  

( t r a d i t i o n a l l y )  b e  g i v e n  t o  c h i l d r e n  o r  s l a v e s  ( -  c r a w l  o n  t h e i r  k n e e s  

o n  s t o n y  g r o u n d ) .

B o th  p r o g r a m m e s  i n v o l v e d  t h e  u s e  o f  c h a r m s ,  t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l ,  a n d  t h e  

l a t t e r  i n v o l v e d  w i t c h c r a f t .

I n  b o t h  c a s e s ,  t h e  s u b j e c t s  d i d  n o t  o b j e c t  t o  t h e  p u n i s h m e n t ,  b u t  t h e  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h a t  l e d  t o  th e m .  T h e  a u d i e n c e  h a d  s y m p a th y  f o r  t h e  w om an 

w ho h a d  b e e n  w r o n g l y  a c c u s e d ,  b u t  t h e r e  w a s  n o n e  f o r  t h e  g u i l t y  w om an
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( i n  t h e  s e c o n d  e x a m p l e ) .  T h e y  w e r e  a m u s e d  a b o u t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  w h ic h  

t h e  p u n i s h m e n t  w a s  w a r r a n t e d .

T h o u g h  t h e  p ro g ra m m e  w a s  e n g a g i n g ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  w a s  l u n c h  t i m e  m e a n t  

t h e r e  w a s  d i v i d e d  a t t e n t i o n .  T h e r e  w a s  d i s t r a c t i o n  f r o m  t h e  a c t  o f  

s e r v i n g  t h e  m e a l .  T h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h o s e  w ho w e n t  t o  c h u r c h  a l s o  a d d e d  t o  

t h e  d i s t r a c t i o n .  T h e r e  w a s  a l s o  t h e  a d d e d  d i s t r a c t i o n  a r i s i n g  f r o m  t h e  

p o o r  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  r e c e p t i o n .  T h i s  i n  f a c t  l e d  t o  a  c o n t e m p l a t i o n  o f  

h a v i n g  t h e  c h a n n e l  c h a n g e d .  T h e  a v a i l a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  w e r e  C h r i s t i a n  

p r o g ra m m e s  -  I d a h o s a ' s  m i n i s t r y  w as  r e j e c t e d  o u t r i g h t .  I d a h o s a  i s  a

N i g e r i a n  m i n i s t e r ,  w ho w a s  n o t  r e s p e c t e d  i n  t h i s  h o u s e  h o l d ,  a n d  h i s  

m e s s a g e  w a s  t h u s  s h u n n e d .  I t  w a s  n o t  g i v e n  a n y  c h a n c e  a t  a l l .

T h e  o t h e r  o p t i o n  f e a t u r e d  a n  A m e r ic a n  m i n i s t e r ,  F r e d r i c k  P r i c e .  T h i s  w a s  

s e l e c t e d ,  b u t  t h e  p ro g ra m m e  w a s  s o o n  c o n c l u d e d .  O n ly  t h e  t a i l  e n d  w a s

w a t c h e d ,  a n d  t h e  f a m i l y  r e s u m e d  t h e  w a t c h i n g  o f  a  Y o ru b a  d r a m a .  A g a in

t h e y  o n l y  m e t  t h e  t a i l  e n d  o f  t h e  p r o g ra m m e .

T h e  s e g m e n t  t h a t  w a s  w a tc h e d  f e a t u r e d  a  m an w ho w a s  s c h e m i n g  t h e  

d o w n f a l l  o f  h i s  b r o t h e r .  T h e  s c h e m e  w a s  m o t i v a t e d  b y  j e a l o u s y ;  t h e  

b r o t h e r  h a p p e n e d  t o  b e  w e a l t h i e r .

E v e n  b e f o r e  t h e  p ro g ra m m e  e n d e d ,  t h e  f c u n i l y  h a d  r e s u m e d  i t s  " n o r m a l "  

r o u t i n e .  T h e y  d i d  n o t  p a y  a n y  a p p a r e n t  a t t e n t i o n ,  b u t  t h e y  b e c a m e

e n g a g e d  i n t e r m i t t e n t l y ,  a s  t h e  d i a b o l i c a l  p l a n  u n f o l d e d .

T h e r e  w e r e  t i m e s  w h en  p r a y e r s  w e r e  b e i n g  o f f e r e d  w i t h i n  t h e  p ro g ra m m e , 

cuid t h e s e  v i e w e r s  r e s p o n d e d .  I t  w as  w i t h  s u c h  v i c a r i o u s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

t h a t  o n e  c o u l d  a s s e s s  t h e i r  c o n t i n u e d  e n g a g e m e n t  i n  t h e  p r o g ra m m e , i n

854



spite of what else they were doing.

Another indicator was when they voiced their observations and thoughts 
cüx>ut what was going on. As noted, this ensured that the group had a 
uniform view of the broadcast message. But there was a need for such 
verbalisations auiyway because of the several distractions that plagued 
the viewing exercise. For instance, there was less of such screen side 
banter later in the evening compared to daytime viewings. This is not to 
identify time as the factor, but the congregation of a group of active 
viewers. Indeed, if there were such a congregation at a later hour there 
could have been the same incidence of the said banter.

The fact that the viewing of the drama was punctuated by the viewing of 
the musicals is interesting. This happened in the viewing of both 
programmes. It suggests a restlessness of the particular group. Although 
it cannot be assumed, the impact of the quality of reception should not 
be discounted.

After the drama, SI again, stumbled on another clip of Salawa's music. 
This time it was her latest release. Without being inhibited that 
another programme was being viewed, the family convened to watch. SI 
organised the young children B2 and the toddler, to perform a dance 
display taking a cue from that on the screen. The family apparently 
enjoyed this experience.

There was a problem with the functioning of the remote control panel. 
There was aui obvious dependence on B1 to get it fixed, and he held the 
family to ransom. It was B2 who called his bluff.
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There was a unanimous decision to watch Telematch as soon as they 
stumbled on it, as the various channels were being scanned. Telematch is 
a West German production, usually featuring contests between two 
communities. The emphasis is on team work, auid the feats are couched in 
fun.

The family certainly enjoyed the programme and they even identified with 
the teams. They used their own initials to determine which team to 
cheer.

Even with the enthusiasm which heralded the viewing of the programme, 
the attention pattern soon became chequered. There were chores to be 
done. The grandmother who was not a part of the viewing would not let 
the girls escape. Guests also arrived and they had to be entertained. 
But as soon as they had been settled, the group, including the guests, 
focused the attention on the programme. Viewing together, was like part 
of the hospitality.

As they re-convened, it was S1, whose viewing had not been as disrupted 
as the rest, who filled them in, on what had gone. G2 had watched the 
programme before. She was therefore able to act as a viewing guide, fore 
- telling the pattern that would be seen. If it removed the suspense, 
this did not remove from the excitement in an apparent way.

About halfway through the programme, the group disintegrated. The mother 
dropped off to sleep, and the children drifted out into the open. The 
set was switched off, to give it a rest.

G1 was the one who switched the set on in anticipation of "Feyikogbon" -
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a drama programme in Yoruba. The programme was viewed with the same 
pattern as observed before. "Distractions" were allowed during the 
viewing, but this time, there was a determination to watch the 
programme. For instance, G3 was not allowed to scan the channels to 
check for another Yoruba drama that she was interested in. That 
programme was a comedy, and the others were certain that it would be a 
re-run because the main character had been dead.

The chosen programme became more engaging as the diabolical plot 
unfolded. It was about a man who wrongfully accused his boss of greed 
and corruption. As a result he sought to implicate the boss, be rid of 
him, and then get a chance at the job, and a share of the "benefits". 
When he tried physically, to no avail, he put out a contract with the 
diviner/spiritualist, and he succeeded in getting his boss crippled.

This was a programme that even the grandmother watched. She was visibly 
involved in the events as they unfolded. She prayed against the success 
of the "evil man" - the subordinate. As the man got the charm from the 
spiritualist, the grandmother prayed her wish outloud.

"You will fail, you will misuse the charm"
SI : That is if the other man has good fortune.

S1 was not certain that the good wishes would be the case. For her, the 
failure of the "evil" plot was dependent on the good fortunes of the 
boss.

As the "innocent" boss got crippled, they lamented his poor fortunes, 
and the audacity of the "evil" man who now took control of the office, 
exploiting his powers as his boss never did.
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Subjects were able to relate to the plot, acknowledging that there are 
parallels to be found in reality.

The sequence of events was predictable. The "truth" eventually 
prevailed, the innocent man was freed from the curse, and the "villain" 
got exposed, having worked his way to prison. It turned out that the 
victim had been related to the spiritualist who was employed to execute 
the diabolical plan.

This was the third programme viewed on that one day alone, which had 
such themes involving the occult, and diabolical plans.

The chamnel was switched to another station right after the programme. 
This audience group did not wait to have the story teller tie up the 
story and highlight the morale that he wanted to be drawn from the 
story.

A Christian programme was found as the channels were scanned. Although 
B1 advocated that another programme be found, there was no other 
acceptable option. The programme was thus watched with uneasy reverence. 
The particular minister was acceptable, auid respected by the family. The 
family gathered round to pray at the end of the programme.

It was about 5.00 p.m. at this time. The family had a problem finding 
"something" to watch. They were not impressed with all that was on. The 
set was left on anyway.

Eventually the children's "Sallah" party, a special programme to mark
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t h e  M o sle m  f e s t i v a l ,  w a s  " e n j o y e d " .  T h e  p e c u l i a r i t i e s  o b s e r v e d  i n  t h e  

p r e s e n t e r s  -  i n  t h e i r  d r e s s i n g ,  a c c e n t ,  d i c t i o n ,  a n d  e v e n  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  

t o  r e l a t e  w i t h  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  w e r e  r i d i c u l e d .

G1 attributed these peculiarities to the fact that the presenters were 
Moslems. SI attributed them to the fact that they were northerners. What 
is clear is that the group picked out those elements of the programme 
which were symbols of a different culture. These were used to ridicule 
the programme.

The result of this was that they kept themselves amused, and soon, they 
were able to appreciate the programme for what it was meant to be. They 
enjoyed the music to which the children danced; and also the musical 
chairs competition amongst the children. These were the games that they 
played in their own homes. They were familiar with the rules, and so 
they could moderate from home. This way, they vicariously participated 
in the programme. In addition to these, they also noticed the dressing 
and the beauty of the children. The programme was used to pass the time.

Later on in the evening, the family watched an American produced 
situation comedy - Different World. This was consequent to a determined 
selection of another American production in the same genre - Family 
Matters. The programme been a replacement for Family Matters. In a sense 
therefore, they had stumbled on it. Although they had sought something 
else deliberately, they had not been disappointed by the replacement.

Again it was G1 and B1 who instigated the choice. They were the ones who 
had been at home for a longer period of time, whilst awaiting the 
results of their 0' levels. The other children were thus not as
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conversant with the pattern of the schedule. The exception in this case 
is B2 who was resident at home all year round.

The characters had played comic roles in other programmes, and they were 
still appealing. This was true both in the substantive programme, and in 
the advertisement of the sponsor.

The advert was locally produced. Recognising a familiar face therein 
proved to be more of a distraction. Spurred by their fascination with 
the actor, they proceeded to recount the aspects of his career, which 
they liked. Thereafter they discussed his personal life. By this time, 
the advert was over, and it was not clear that they actually paid any 
attention to the message that the celebrity brought.

The advert was for a courier service and it was relatively new. It is 
not clear if the nature of the product contributed the the apparent lack 
of attention.

The substantive programme was a spin off of one of their old favourites, 
Cosby Show. In this case, there was enough time to get over their 
reminiscences and get along with the programme, which was also new to 
them. Their familiarity with the reputation of the cast contributed to 
the level of their anticipation.

It was not long before their attention was converged on the programme. 
The programme was really adDsorbing. The group viewing at this time was 
larger than the normal, as there were still some of the guests around. 
These were youths - friends of G1 and B1 . One was a male and the other, 
female. Their presence made the viewing even more interesting as the
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programme focused on the plights of young adults, like themselves, in a 
family situation, and in life. With their presence, the age group had a 
bigger representation.

The contrasts which they perceived to be in the American culture also 
contributed to how engaging this viewing session was.

One feature which was striking, was the contrasts in their show of
respect, and that of their American peers.

Male guest: See how she is greeting someone's mother, these 
white people have no respect.

B1: Don't mind her, I wonder who invited her to intrude.

Mrs Huxtible was visiting her daughter at the university campus. The two 
of them were engaged in a conversation, when the daughter's room - mate, 
butts into their conversation. The room - mate plays the role of a 
spoilt brat, from a privileged background. Her unsolicited introduction 
of herself, and her condescending attitude to the Huxtibles, even in the 
context of that culture, would have been regarded as rude. These viewers 
did not apply this discretion in their reading. Instead, they made a 
generalisation. The isolated incidence is accepted as the normal. It is 
likely that their reading was coloured by preconceived prejudices.

There was auiother instauice where the same "rich" girl was shown, singing 
"Happy Birthday" to herself. Her friends had pretended that they had 
forgotten her birthday. Meanwhile, they had organised a surprise party 
for her. This treatment was deliberately meant to bring their vain 
friend down a peg or two. It was the surprise element which was striking 
to the viewers.

G1: They do enjoy surprises; for every little thing, they go
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"Surprise! Surprise!"

There was not much else, by way of comments, on this programme. It is 
thus not clear if it was understood. What is apparent is that the 
programme served as mirror into a different culture. It is for this 
reason that the indiscriminate reading of actions (that disapproved 
behaviour was not discerned for exemple) becomes important.

The 8 o' clock drama on the NTA network "Supple Blues" was watched. It 
was not treated as a highlight on the schedule. There was no visible 
excitement heralding the programme. The programme a soap opera, was 
still quite new. It had only been introduced in the new quarter which 
was just a few weeks old.

The programme had what was considered an attractive setting. The 
subjects tried to identify the location. To do this they looked for 
landmarks, car registration numbers and such visual signs.

They also tried to follow the storyline, but they exhibited the same 
chequered viewing pattern. This had begun in the first fifteen minutes 
of the one hour programme. It started with the arrival of a guest.

The family's attention was diverted to exchanging reports on pressing 
matters, with the arrival of the guest. The matters were not suspended 
till the end of the programme, even though they knew, that this guest 
was going to spend the night.

Despite the distractions, the programme was still followed. The story - 
line was easy enough.
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It was the intrigue in the plot; the deceit; the lies, that captured the 
attention of the group. It was at these points that there were remarks 
which helped to converge the group's focus.

There was the case of the girl who "fooled" her guardian, who was also 
her lover, that she was pregnant by him. This way, she got money off the 
man, who indeed was very rich.

There was another relationship which was being haunted by the ghost of a 
lie in the wife's past. She had passed up someone else's child as her 
husband's. She was, in the episode, being hounded by the child's real 
father, who wanted to claim his child.

In yet another family, there was the man who had hired an assassin, to 
kill his brother and the wife. The daughter had escaped, auid was now in 
the man's custody. The girl, who had been unaware of her uncle's 
involvement in her parents' death, had stumbled on implicating evidence, 
when the assassin visited to collect his payment.

When the family had settled down to watch, there was not much chatter as 
was "usual" with them. Even then, the programme was judged interesting. 
There appeared to be signs of fatigue after the weekend. The adverts 
which accompanied the programme were not attended. These were not new, 
like the programme. They were the same adverts that had been seen in 
that hour for months, even years. It was the same company which had 
sponsored the previous series in the time slot, that had sponsored the 
new one.

863



The channels were switched, right after the programme, even before the 
credits were shown. In the absence of a more pleasing option, the NTA 
station was again selected. It was left in the background as other 
issues were discussed.

Thus ended the observation with this household.

Group Discussion
With the intensity of their complaints during the viewing sessions, the 
first question which they were asked was if they liked television. The 
answer was unanimous - they all liked television.

E x p r e s s e d  P r e f e r e n c e  P a t t e r n s

There were different reasons why the medium was liked but the fact 
remained that it was liked. The common ground was that television 
"brings the programmes that we want".

For B1 these were the comedies - "the American comedies. . . African
comedies, and also music and films."

As for G1, she did not like films. She liked "comedies, Nigerian 
comedies, and anything pertaining to children."

G2 was non-committal to all the above. She liked "Yoruba dramas and Sina 
Peters" [a specific musician who was the latest craze in the local music 
scene.]

The mother (SI) was initially not forthcoming with a response to the 
question. She seemed content with the children's preferences. Indeed,
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this is consistent with her viewing pattern during the observation. She
did not appear to have any strong preferences. She knew what she did not
like, but there was no programme that she particularly liked or asked to
watch. Often times she had stumbled on her choice, either by scanning
the channels, or having the choice made for her. For her television was
for companionship.

SI : "We like television because if you are the only one in 
the house, you don't feel lonely. It talks, and it's as
though you have company. When I'm going in the morning.
Mama [grandmother] asks me to put on the radio . . .
television is usually not on then anyway. . . but she
likes me to put on the radio."

If the primary use of television is companionship, one starts to
understand why there was hardly any concentrated viewing on her part.
This lack of concentration as we have seen, affected the viewing of 
others around. It is probably for the same reason that there is a lack 
of concentration, that there is no commitment to any particular
programme. The confessed apathy notwithstanding, the subject still had 
her views on the programmes that she watched.

It is interesting that SI implied an equation between TV and radio. 

Interesting - the criterion for preference
The group was again agreed on the criteria for their expressed 
preferences. Each considered his/her choice "interesting". Interesting 
in this context meêint a programme from which "more sense" could be
leamt.

B1 : "Like those comedies, if someone does not know how to 
make jokes, you will be associated with these and when 
you are with your friends, you can be able to go into 
jokes with them about the programme you watched." [sic]
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B1 and G1 were agreed on this and they cited examples of the American
a n d  N i g e r i a n  c o m e d ie s  w h ic h  s e r v e  a s  a  com m on g r o u n d  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n

a m o n g s t  t h e i r  f r i e n d s .

" B i l l  C o s b y ,  a n d  F a m i l y  M a t t e r s ,  a n d  t h o s e  A f r i c a n  t h a t  i s  
N i g e r i a n  c o m e d ie s  l i k e  U n c le  J o e . "

F ro m  t h e  a b o v e ,  i t  w a s  n o t  j u s t  t h e  v i e w i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  w a s  

i n t e r e s t i n g  b u t  t h e  s h a r e d  s o c i a l  e x p e r i e n c e ;  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  b e  a t  p a r  

w i t h  o t h e r s  w ho h a v e  w a tc h e d  t h e  sa m e  p r o g ra m m e . I n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  t h e  

a n t i c i p a t e d  c h o i c e  o f  o n e ' s  p e e r  g r o u p  w o u ld  t h u s  a f f e c t  w h a t  o n e  c o u n t s  

a s  " i n t e r e s t i n g " .

A l r e a d y  w e h a v e  s e e n  t h a t  t h e s e  s u b j e c t s  a r e  a t t r a c t e d  b y  t h e  d r e s s i n g  

o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  w h ic h  t h e y  s e e  o n  t h e  s c r e e n .  T h e y  c o n f i r m e d  t h i s .

T h e y  h a d  d e f i n i t e  v i e w s  a b o u t  t h e  o t h e r  a s p e c t s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n .  T h e  

l e n g t h  o f  a  p ro g ra m m e  f o r  i n s t a n c e  w a s  s a i d  t o  b e  a  p o s s i b l e  d e t e r m i n a n t  

o f  w h a t  c o u l d  b e  i n t e r e s t i n g  o r  n o t .  B u t  t h i s  i s  u s u a l l y  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  

i n  i s o l a t i o n .  An e n g a g i n g  p l o t ,  w h ic h  i s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  a  l a n g u a g e  t h a t  i s  

e a s y  t o  f o l l o w  c a n  b e  e n j o y e d ,  a n d  e n d u r e d  f o r  h o u r s .  T h e  p r o b l e m  w i t h  

t h e  i m p o r t e d  f i l m s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  S I i s  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  

a c c e n t  o f  t h e  a c t o r s .  S h e  g a v e  t h e  e x a m p le  o f  a  G h c u ia ia n  p r o d u c t i o n ,  

f e a t u r e d  o n  t h e  T e l e m o v i e s  s l o t  w h ic h  w a s  a  f u l l  l e n g t h  d r a m a .  S h e  

r e c a l l e d  how  e n g a g i n g  t h e  v i e w i n g  w as  t h r o u g h o u t .  I t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  how  

t h e  s u b j e c t  h a d  r e c e i v e d  t h i s  p ro g ra m m e , b u t  s h e  w a s  c l e a r l y  a b l e  t o  

r e c a l l  t h e  s t o r y  l i n e .  T h a t  t h e  s t o r y l i n e  i s  f a m i l i a r  t o  h e r  ow n r e a l i t y  

m i g h t  h a v e  h e l p e d  a s  w e l l .

T h e  s u b j e c t  c i t e d  t h e  s t o r y  a s  a n  e x a m p le  t o  b u t t r e s s  h e r  v ie w  t h a t  

t e l e v i s i o n  p o r t r a y s  r e a l i t y .
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Manifest Lessons
The lessons which they said they had learnt from the television were 
varied.

G1: Sometimes they discuss about sanitation, that we should
always keep our homes clean . . . these are the local
dramas -Uncle Joe.

R: What about Family Matters?
G1 : That one is pertaining to families.
B1 : That teaches us how to relate in the family.

R: Are there many lessons that you learn from TV?
G1 : When we are watching it, we learn how to behave when we 

are among our friends, (Different World),and also how to 
behave in the hostel.

R: So do you watch for that reason?
G1: Yes!

In the event that the lessons which could be learnt from a programme was 
so important to this audience group, that which they took from the 
musicals became even more interesting. This was the programme genre 
which held a ready attraction for the various age groups.

There was variation in the answers given. It would have been interesting 
to know if there was any correlation between the interests of the 
different peer groups to which each of the respondents belonged. Here is 
the range of answers that were given to the question.

R: The musicals, what do they normally sing about? [sic]
SI : "Praises"
B1 : And that of politics about the census; population census.
31 : Abusive, they abuse each other.
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B1: Politics.

SI : Politics, praises, abusive something.
B1: But that of Sina, I can't qualify that one because it is 

"ja si bi, ja s'oun" [meauiing - here now, there now; 
non-coherent]

R: So Sina can't be qualified?
B1 : Yes, because I don't think the type of music he plays has 

any meaning. He sings jargon.
R: So what is attractive about his music?
B1: In short, it's just the beat.
G1 & S1: It's just the beat.

There was an agreement that the beat of this fellow's music is 
attractive, but it is acknowledged that his lyrics do not make sense. In 
fact, the attraction is acknowledged to being limited to youths. But 
the mother drew the line here, further limiting the propriety of the 
"lessons".

R: Why do the youths like him?
G1: It's just the beat, and the people who are dancing.
S: No well brought up child will dance like that.
R: But they enjoy watching it?
SI: Well you know madness is better beheld. . . [laughter all 

around] because the mad man is without his senses.

In this there is another indication of the use of television and that 
which is taken from it. The medium is a forum for participating in the 
"forbidden insanity" that exists in society.

It is interesting that SI and the older children did not directly 
participate in the "madness". During all the viewings of the musicals, 
it was the younger children, those who could be excused for 
"foolishness", who were summoned to ape the display on the screen.
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Sources of Attraction

Of the various things which could attract a viewer to a programme on the 
set, the picture was the first to receive mention. By the picture these 
viewers could assess who the programme was meauit for and what it was 
about. A mere glance at the picture was thus enough to determine if the 
programme was worth watching or not. This explained the "zapping" 
practice.

51 : The picture and the programme, for example as soon as you 
see those Moslem programmes, you will not like it.

G1 : But if it's for the youths, I will stay and watch the 
programme.

BI : For me, if I see those religious something . . . "Allah
Akbar", I will just switch off.

51 : That is because you are a Christian. . .
R: 5o you use the pictures?
BI : And the programme. If I see that they are giving us 

films, I will leave it.

These viewers affirm that they judge a programme by that which they see 
and hear of it. It is thus possible that they will misjudge a programme 
which has been designed to have interest built up gradually. Indeed it 
is possible that a programme will be misjudged if not watched from the 
beginning. This will be particularly true in such a case where "inserts" 
are used. If not followed from the beginning, auid the rationale for the 
presence of the segment is not known, an otherwise interesting programme 
could be rejected.

BI was the one who liked American comedies. He also liked "American" 
films. His preference was very specific - American. It was not just any 
foreign production that he liked, but American. It is not clear though
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whether this is a real or imagined discrimination - that is, if the 
subject had not equated all foreign productions with being American. 
There was a consistency in the examples that were given; they were all 
American.

It was only Bi who was interested in films. SI and G1 were of the 
opinion that these films had undesirable lessons to teach. Bi however 
identified the need for such lessons.

R: Why do you like American films?
51: It teaches them hooligan's mentality. . . How to box.
B I : N o .

G1: And how to shoot.
51 : How to shoot.
Bi : That can even help you when you have maybe

misunderstanding with a thief ([sic] that is in the event 
that you are attacked).

It appears that there were different outlooks to life underlying these 
readings and the differences in the anticipated reality have influenced 
what was considered relevant or useful. Whereas 51 considered boxing and 
shooting as acts of "hooliganism", BI perceived such as ability to 
defend one's self.

There is more to the apparent dislike of the films than the perceived 
content. These have to do with the format of presentation; the 
congruence of the reader's culture, with that, in which the programme is 
expressed.

R: You don't seem to like films. Why?
G1: On my part, I think it's too boring, [sic]
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R: Why do you think it’s boring?
SI : Maybe it's because of the time, some of them are 2 hours. 

Ehn but some 2 - hour programmes can be interesting, like 
Evil Encounter.

G1: That one is Nigerian made.
31: Okay, [meaning an agreement with last statement] You see 

foreign films, as for me, I can't hear them well [that is 
inability to follow conversation, on account of the 
accent] It makes me not to like it. But if I follow the 
behaviour, the movement, I may follow what is happening. 
When they speak and you don't understand, it will put you 
off. The film itself may be interesting but since you 
don't follow their speech, [sic]

It was the cost of following the programme that was, invariably, too 
high for the subject to pay. She would have required undivided 
concentration for the viewing such, since she could not follow by 
overhearing what was going on, whilst attending to other matters. The 
latter, a mode of reception similar to that for radio was the typical 
mode for this subject as shown. This therefore, makes her comparison of 
television with radio even more interesting.

S a l i e n t  I m a g e s  P e r c e i v e d

The reported pattern of reception was apparent in the family's account 
of the salient messages that they had received from television. Cosby 
show was that used as an example in describing the portrayals of 
familial relationships, that they had seen on television.

31 : In some homes, you find . . . take, yes it was Cosby,
they had a guest at the door, there were three of them in
the sitting room . . .

G1 : [mimicking the children in the programme] "I'm too 
young", "I'm watching TV"

Bi : There were three of them in the sitting room.
31 : . . . rather than go and get the door, there was one who

said she was too young, and the other said she was 
watching TV. The third said "I'm on the phone". It was
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their mother who had to come and get the door. . . In our 
context, that is not acceptable. You would have slapped 
the child to her senses.

It is interesting that it is the negative aspect of the programme that 
was salient.

The subjects were asked about those programmes which they consider to be 
positive that they had seen on television. The following are their 
responses.

G1: Comedies,
51 : What about educational programmes? Like those quiz 

programmes.
G1: . . . also Tales by Moonlight which teaches us to be good 

to other people, and to love other people.

There was no effort to expatiate on those experiences. The report was 
not given with the same relish that accompanied the earlier, spontaneous 
account of what was considered salient on the screen. Even the account 
of what was considered positive, included the negative - it was a call 
to rejecting the "negative".

The subjects were thus asked to give an account of what they considered
good or bad.

G1: Killing; stealing; abusing elders are bad.
SI : Bad gangs are also portrayed, such things are watched amd 

you are left to make your choice.

There was a definite impression that the mother was using this forum to 
highlight to her adolescent children that which she felt was the good to 
be taken from television. Even in an exercise like this, it is evident 
that enumerating the lessons from a story is typical, as within the
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telling of folk tales.

At the insistence of the researcher, the family had to ruminate to

identify the "good things" that they had seen on the set. Eventually
they came up with these.

B1 : Like those quiz programmes; they teach us to know more 
about the subject.

G1: And also it teaches us how to speak to elders.

Even this suggests that the group basically uses the medium to leam 
that which is desirable and acceptable behaviour. There was further 
evidence pointing to this as the subjects recalled their favourite 
characters and why they were liked.

"Steve" in Family Matters was the first to receive mention. This 
character is a little boy who "always caused trouble" No doubt there was 
humour in his act as even at the mention of his name, the group laughed.
No one wanted to be like him though. He was one of those who are better 
watched than imitated.

"Uncle Joe" a local comedian was mentioned next. Himself and "Zebrudaya" 
another local comedian on the national network were liked because of the 
way they talk. These characters both speak murderous, adulterated forms 
of language (usually English).

G1 : The way he normally speaks, sometimes in vernacular, 
sometimes even in broken also. He normally speaks pidgin 
English. And also this man Zebrudaya on this programme .

SI: New Masquerade, Tuesday at 8.30
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Again though these characters were liked, the errors in their language 
was recognised as humorous. They were admired, but not enough to be 
seriously emulated. All the characters in the New Masquerade were 
admired. It was only in the course of the research exercise though that 
SI realised that two of the key characters in the programme had been 
replaced. The children were aware of this change.

While B1 went along with the above choices, he had his own distinct
choice which was not shared by others.

B1 ; I want to talk about my favourite character that I've 
watched; Arnold Schwartzniger. He's an actor in an American 
film.
R : W h ic h  o n e ?

B1: There are several films; the man is active, always 
successful in everything he does. . . He is bold active 
and successful. I want to be like that.

R: Is he convincing?
B1: Yes!

This is the one character who drew enough admiration, that the subject 
could readily declare him as a model. All others mentioned, were good 
enough to watch, but not liked enough to be emulated. It is interesting 
that Arnold Schwatzniger is here identified with being American. It 
would appear that he is thus identified as a symbol of what is American.

The other favourite character mentioned was Frank Spencer, of "Some 
Mothers Do Have 'Em" - the British comedy.

Following this dominance of foreign actors, the subjects had to be 
prompted before they mentioned favourite local artistes.

R : W h a t a b o u t  l o c a l  a r t i s t e s ?
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SI: They try as well.
G1 : This man "Ma so mo" - I don't know his name.
SI : Ifa something
G1: I don't know his name, he recites these incarnations and 

whenever he starts, Oh! he gets such a high. I like the 
way he talks. . .

The character is here being identified with his act. "Ma so mo" is an 
utterance which the character uses so often that it has become his 
alias. [Re. Location 2] The suggestion that the character's name could 
be related to If a is a stereotype of the Yoruba dramas, referring to the 
prominence of the oracle/diviner.

The response reported above, can also be said to reflect the viewing
pattern observed for these programmes. The subjects were wont to follow
the storyline, paying attention only to the spectacular, and not minding 
the details such as the names of the characters. Those whose names were 
identified were those who appear regularly. Baba Sala for example, is a 
comedian who had been on the scene for almost as long as television 
itself.

G1 : . . . Then there's Baba Sala,.
SI : The dressing; he will clad himself with his tie, on his 
native wear. His sun - glasses too. And then he will put a 
torchlight on his head.
B1 : Yes Bcüba Sala is funny; his whole body is funny.

The implication of this statement, is that the spectacle is amusing 
enough on its own, without the message. If indeed this is the attitude 
which they bring to the set, then there will be hardly any need for them 
to do more than scan the screen as they were observed to have done.
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There was not much that attracted the attention of the grandmother on
the screen, but she also had her preferences.

G/M: I like the Moslem religious programmes. Sometimes they 
are presented as plays, cind sometimes, they are used as 
lessons. That is on Fridays they explain how things are.
. . They show weddings, Wolimats. . . They show them on 
television.

[Wolimat is like the Islamic equivalent of the Christian 
confirmation of faith. Maybe more like the Jewish "Bar Mitz 
Bar" signifying the coming of age.]
51 : You also like Obadare!
G/M: I also like Obadare and all those prayer[ful] people who 

offer prayers.
[Obadare is a Christian evangelist, and the term used "prayer 
people" is usually used in reference to a particular sect of 
Christians.]
G/M: As for those English speakers, we just watch them we 

don't understand what they are saying.

There is a suggestion even in the above, as in the viewing sessions, 
that the grandmother has her own choices, as well as those which are 
made for her.

It appears that if she did not have to contend with the conflicting 
interest of the others, that is if she had greater control over the 
choice, then this woman may have had a bit more use for the medium, as 
SI in location 1. The reality of her situation is however that there is 
already a struggle amongst the children for that which should be 
selected. She would have had to ward them off, to enforce her choice.

There is a general assumption that such a woman as this, who does not 
understand the English language, but is surrounded by her children who 
do, will not lack for interpretation. This one does not have enough 
interest in the programmes to prompt her to solicit such. There
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implication of this is that programmers should make more attempts to 
reach this type of viewer, directly.

The grandmother expresses a strong preference for radio as a medium 
because she saw it as a source of experience that people can gain from. 
It was for her, a companion because it offers daytime programming unlike 
television.

It is remarkable, that the G/M admitted that she would not attempt to 
operate either of the two. Instead, she would ask SI or any available 
person to leave the radio left on for. This caution comes from the fact 
that she is living as a dependent in her married daughter's home. Such 
caution is typical amongst self respecting, elderly dependents.

A Question of Relevance: Fact or Fiction?
SI was of the opinion that TV portrayals reflected reality. There was a
certain elasticity in the TV portrayals, and reality.

"They do portray reality. It's not always true what they show 
but they are possible truths. Take this one that I've just 
narrated, don't you think it's possible? . . . I'm sure it 
must have happened at some point, even if it was slightly 
exaggerated. "

The above seemed to have restricted applications. There seemed to be an 
obvious preference for certain programme formats. The subjects did not 
seem to like the talks programmes; the interviews, and the discussion. 
Dramas were their main attraction. If so, then the above could only be 
applicable to such programmes.

Although she had been referring to dramas specifically in the above 
utterance, it was not right to deduce that she did not like certain

877



formats. SI explained that she was not averse to the format.

"No it's not that I don't like the format. It's not all 
interviews that I dislike because after all they do invite Mr 
and Mrs here to the set and interview them to know how well 
they know they know each other. You know the "getting to know 
you" when they will hide the husband away amd ask the wife 
what did her husband wear to work yesterday? When he wakes up 
what does he do first? When he wants to wear his trousers, 
which leg does he put in first? We too amuse ourselves at 
home. My husband asks me to answer the questions to see if 
I'll get them. They even ask adx>ut how a person acts at 
childbirth and they later invite the woman to see how 
harmonious the home is."

The prograunme described above had not been featured on the screen for 
several quarters, yet she was able to recount it with such relish. The 
point of this is that, if the format is used for relevant themes it will 
still be found interesting. Therefore, it is not the interview format 
that is detested, but the topics and in some cases the treatment.

The potential for vicarious participation in the programme is lost when 
there is a focus on matters considered as "irrelevant". Relevance is a 
pre-requisite for participation and interest.

The above response also illustrates the usefulness of the otherwise 
"mundane" programmes. The subject recognises that the seemingly 
unimportant matters as "getting to know you", serve the purpose of 
evaluating (and fostering) harmony in the home.

This was in fact of greater interest to the subject than "important"
matters like politics or the news.

R: What if the interview or discussion was about politics?
S1: I would not even wait, [to find out] I won't bother with 

at all.
R: I know you don't watch the news either, why don't you

watch the news?
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SI : (lackadaisical) I listen once in a while, I listen. It's 
because of the unstable government. They will always 
announce that they will do things that they won't do and 
we have resigned ourselves to them. What I believe in, is 
that one should just pray that one does not loose one's 
job, and that one should have the money - then there's 
nothing you can't buy. That is my personal belief. All 
those things that they say are deceitful...

In other words, the disillusion with the government and the politicians, 
are the cause of her lack of response to the the factual, politics 
oriented programmes, including the news. This is noteworthy especially 
when the size of programming time that is devoted to these categories of 
programmes is examined.

The personal belief which she has adopted as a result, can be seen as 
encouraging her preference for those programmes, which have more direct 
"relevEuice" on those areas of life, in which she still has control - the 
home and grappling with daily life for instance. This pattern was also 
evident in the subject's report of her use of the other media - radio; 
newspapers; and magazines.

Advertisements
In the course of the discussion no spontaneous mention was made of 
adverts and those programming elements that come in between programmes. 
This could not be taken to mean that they were not importeuit. The 
observation suggested that they were better received than some 
substantive programmes. On inquiry, the subjects confirmed that they 
liked adverts.

SI : Some are good and some are bad.
G1: I like adverts.
R: Which do you like?
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G1: The lost and found, when they say a person is lost and is 
being sought, (laughing)

M: Those are advertisements?
G1: They are adverts as well.

On a more serious note, the subjects identified a range of adverts which 
the subjects favoured. These included adverts for toothpastes, drinks, 
condiments amd even soaps.

The first category of adverts that were mentioned were all musical.

There was amother group that pertained to cooking. The striking elements 
which the subjects highlighted in these ones, were related to 
exaggerations in production.

There was reference to the large eyeballs of one of the artistes, which 
was exaggerated in her act. There was mention of the falsetto voice of 
another. In this one, even the dialogue, was mimicked and ridiculed.

The exact words of the adverts were recalled in these instances.

While in the account, the subjects ridiculed the adverts, they were 
amused by the humour inherent in the other group of commercials which 
they mentioned. This category of commercials was not homogeneous in 
terms of the products which they promoted. The products ranged from 
detergents, to bath soap to banks. The common feature in these, was that 
each one employed celebrities from TV to give testimonials for the 
products. One of such characters, Zebrudaya, had already been identified 
by the subjects as a favourite.
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From their response, the subjects seemed to regard adverts as 
entertainment, rather than sources of information or education. They had 
alternative information which they more readily believed and even 
compared to the advertiser's message with. This had been evident during 
the viewing sessions but it was also confirmed.

G1 : In fact t h a t  [product name], those seasonings, the
rumours that we heard is that they are meant to wash pots 
with. . . They are supposed to be scourers, before they
were converted to --  [name of brand leader in the
bouillon cubes category] but it's used all over now.

SI went on to narrate her personal experience which convinced that the 
rumour was not far fetched. In the discussion, the label for the brand 
leader was bestowed on another competitor. The negative disposition to 
the product had not affected the disposition to the advert.

The above by no means exhausts what these subjects had been exposed to 
on television. For every other category or example that they were 
specifically asked about, there was no direct antagonism. The subjects 
were able to identify some use for them, either as they were, or with 
some modifications. This was similar to the observed tolerance they had 
for programmes in which they had no apparent interest. At the end of the 
day, this pattern confirmed their claim, that they like television. The 
medium is tolerated, even independent of the content. At least it 
functions thus, as a companion. However they preferred to have better 
service, by way of better, more relevant programmes offering.
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LOCATION 12 - AN ENTERPRISING FAMILY WOMAN

Subject is supposed to be a housewife, but she is not. She runs a sewing 
business from her home. In addition, she engages in some trading, and at 
the time of the study she was applying for a short term job as an 
enumerator. She was also putting in tenders for some contracts. In this 
way, she could not be described as the housewife that she was supposed 
to be.

The subject was in her late 20's and had three young children, whose 
ages ranged between 5 and 1 year old. There was also a 15 year old 
sister who lived with the family. The husband was an intermediate level 
factory, (shift) worker. He did not have a strong presence in the home. 
He was either on duty, or he was sleeping off the fatigue.

The subject had secondary school level education.

The family lived in a ground floor flat which is right on the road, and 
adjacent to a Police Barracks. These factors, combined with the nature 
of her business, meant there was a never ending stream of visitors 
coming through the house. Often times, the location was the convening 
point for the neighbours. It was also subject to other kinds of 
distractions - activities of passers-by for example.

The television set is centrally positioned in the sitting room. It could 
be viewed from any angle in the sitting / dinning area. The sitting room 
adjoins the dinning room, which also serves as the subject's work area, 
where she has her machines. The bedrooms auid other utility rooms are in 
another section of the flat, therefore they were out of viewing range.
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PICTURE 13.

Location 12.

SI and her family.



and also out of ear shot. The closeness of the next buildings, amd the 
other flats meant that it was easy to be within hearing range of the 
neighbour's sets.

In spite of their position on a social scale, the family was quite 
comfortable. The sitting room was comfortable, though modestly 
furnished. The children were receiving private education. This had am 
impact on their exposure, and their taste. The home was a multiple set 
home. There was a black and white set in the sitting room. This was the 
front that the family put up. There was, however, a more sophisticated 
colour set, along with a video in the parents' bedroom.

Besides the obvious implications of this to the study, (the intensity of 
the media presence) this confirmed the wisdom of forsaking the use of 
socio-economic status and such demographic categorisations.

There was a ready explanation for the subject's time use pattern. She 
was a very busy, emd very chatty person. She was also very selective of 
the programmes she watched. At the point of contact, she had ruled 
herself out of having any value for the study, because "she did not 
watch enough TV". After the study, she admitted that she had watched 
more TV than was "normal" for her during the observation period. She had 
defined watching as sitting before the set. The records will show that 
she did not actually "watch" much television, in spite of the fact that 
she was there. She was a person with many concerns.

Day 1

There was no viewing. Subject had been absent from home. She was 
attending a child's naming ceremony. Though the actual ceremony itself
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does not last for long, the socialising that follows makes such 
occasions take much time. There was also the aspect of the social 
obligation of close friends and relatives, particularly the women, who 
had to help out with the cooking and entertainment of guests. This
explains why attending such ceremonies could take the whole day, and a 
better part of the evening.

Day 2

Observation commenced in the evening at about 5.00 p.m. The TV set was 
on. The children were playing, and watching the programme, concurrently.

Although she suspended her work for the purpose of the exercise, she did 
not watch the television at all. The TV set had been left on, the
entire evening, a drama programme which subject had indicated an
interest in was shown. It was the New Masquerade. Though she had not 
been working, the subject did not get a chance to watch it. She had 
participated in more engaging real life drama.

To begin with, she had gone to the barracks to assist in settling a 
fight amongst her neighbours, who were also her customers. The incident 
was a complicated domestic matter and the settlement was protracted.
Eventually the subject had to invite one of the aggrieved parties to her 
home. Other interested parties also came later. After the settlement 
there was an analysis of the problem. With all the television programme 
had been ignored. The first programme that was on, was a government 
documentary on the network service. It was the government's account of 
its performance in office.

The only time reference was made to the set was when the signature tune
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PICTURE 14.

Location 12. Work Corner.

This is a corner of the dining / sitting area. She ran a sewing business from 
home.



PICTURE 15

Location 12.

It was an open house. A customer arrives, and the TV is left in the background,



accompanying the closing credits was heard. The neighbour who had

engaged the subject's attention was the one who was attracted by this.
The cue was used as sign post; a milestone in her structure of time.

"Ah that's 8.30 coming up, I must go and prepare this man's 
meal "

The end of the programme, was a signifier of what was next on her 
schedule of duties. For her, this did not include the awaited drama 
programme. For the subject's children, there was a loud cheer for the 
awaited programme. Subject expressed an interest but her attention was 
only momentary. Immediately afterwards, she engaged the researcher in a 
conversation about her son's health. She had been treating him for a 
cough, and she was suspecting asthma. Her fears were so strong that she 
decided to go to the doctor's immediately. Thus ended the observation 
for the day. The subject did not return from the clinic till past 10.00 
p.m.

There had been no TV set in the waiting room of this clinic. Instead 
there was music coming from a radio. Subject was anxious.

Although the children had been attentive to the set, whilst their mother 
was at home, they left the sitting room immediately she left for the 
hospital. They had trailed their aunt to the kitchen to get their meal. 
Thereafter, they must have gone to the room, because they remained in 
the inner chambers. The network news was thus relayed to an empty room. 
The set had still been left on.

Though the researcher had accompanied the subject to the clinic, the 
above information was still available because the recording of the 
viewing context had continued. The highlight of the information thus
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received, was that the set had been left on. The normalcy of this even 
in the absence of the researcher, was significant and encouraging. It 
reduced the fear, that the observed trend where the set was always left 
on, had been induced by the study.

Day 3

Observation commenced early in the evening, at about 6.00 p.m. There was 
a Health programme on the screen when she came to the set. Her initial 
move was to search round the stations. She seemed to have been looking 
for a more acceptable programme. She settled with the programme, but she 
continued chatting; appraising the economic situation, and trends in 
fashion. She was promoting her business.

Her comment on the programme seemed to have come, like a bolt, out of 
the blues. This illustrated the fact that she was, if only remotely, 
aware of the programme. After all, she was sitting right in front of it, 
with the declared intention of viewing it.

By the same breath with which she announced her affinity for the 
programme, she continued another discussion. This indicated the focus of 
her attention.

The arrival of the water tanker punctuated subject's pursuit of any 
other lines of thought for the period that it was there. Because hers 
was the front flat, the water tanker was parked right in front of it; 
virtually in the sitting room. The tanker had come to supply water that 
was to last for several days. Subject thus felt obliged to personally 
supervise the supply; to ensure that she had enough water stocked for 
the period of time. This was a usual occurrence - the residents of this
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area relied on water tankers for their water supply. The public water 
supply in the town was not adequate.

The exercise had interrupted the subject's "viewing" of the programme.
However, she returned to the programme, with renewed interest. This was
especially as she had overheard the dialogue in the programme from
outside. She had been attracted by the topic of the discussion - Asthma.
It was the same ailment which she feared her son had. The programme was
therefore of particular interest to her. Even then, she was not a
captive audience. She only sat for long enough, to form an impression.

"They are talking about asthma you know, they say there is no 
cure, that it can only be prevented"

Not long after she made the comment, she left the sitting room, for the 
kitchen. The lot fell on her to do this, because her sister, was 
otherwise occupied.

The subject was engaged in the kitchen for the remainder of the time of 
the programme. When the meal was ready, she also saw to the feeding of 
her children, particularly the youngest one. Although she was in the 
sitting room, she did not pay attention to the TV.

While she was still engaged thus, a customer came in with the material 
which she wanted tailored. This was what engaged her attention as soon 
as she was free from attending to the children. Their conversation 
became protracted. One thing led to another. They discussed the 
material; then the style; the care of clothes; dry cleaning services and 
so on. They were not attracted by what was being shown on the 
television. Not even the drama programme that was on the network
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service. The Young Ones. One of the children had tuned the set to an NTA 
station, and so the programme was right before them. Still it was 
ignored, from the beginning to the end.

The children were fascinated by the programme. Whilst their mother and 
her friends had their backs turned to the screen, they watched the
programme, they tried as much as they could, to make sense of it. The 15 
year old was the authority.

The company of women grew with time, auid the conversation continued, 
gathering momentum, as new life was injected into the group, with the 
arrival of more people. One neighbour popped in on her way home. Another 
came in to discuss her experience regarding the hunt for a Census 
enumerator's job. This was what was paramount on the women's agenda at 
the time. It was an opportunity for them to make some extra money, but 
they were being frustrated. Their interest in the census was purely
economic; their own gain. Otherwise, they did not seem bothered with the 
civic interests.

The network news had come on at this time. They paid no attention to it. 
Instead, the women had their own discussion. It was like an inter
personal news relay. The information, from this, was of more immediate 
relevance to the women, and it was more engaging than the news from the 
television.

The women having reported their experiences, exchanged the information 
that they had got, about the matter at hand. This included the
recruitment procedure, (speculations on) the number of vacant spaces,
and it led to an appraisal of the corruption among local government
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officials; traditional chiefs, and kings in the town.

The women's "bulletin" also included a "news analysis" which traced the 
history of the town, and tried to identify the origins of the 
exploitative practices. There was a report comparing the standard of 
living in rural areas in Lagos and Ogun state. There was a discussion on
the development of politics. The women declared their readiness, and
determination, not to serve, but to get a share of the "national cake" 
this time around.

This was the direction which the women's conversation took. In the 
meantime, the news that was produced, to keep them informed, had been, 
and gone. Likewise, the personal paid announcements had also come and 
gone. The children had fallen asleep in front of the television set, 
while the women, excitedly pursued the chosen line of discussion. The TV
was not as much as glanced at, nor was it referred to as a source of
information. All the sources which they cited had been personal 
acquaintances.

Observation ended at about 10.00 p.m. and subject had not watched the 
set, which had been on, throughout the period.

Day 4

Observation commenced at about 8.00 p.m. The subject was with one of her 
neighbours. Though the neighbour had a set in her home, she had problems 
receiving NTA stations. As a result she had to rely on the subject's set 
to receive any of the NTA programmes that she wanted to see. Besides, 
she confessed that she found it too lonely staying in the flat by 
herself, even though her children were also there. Her husband was also
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a shift worker, running similar hours as subject's.

On this day, as almost usual, both women and their (6) children were 
gathered before the set to watch the drama; Checkmates. The programme 
was a new network production - a soap opera. They watched with rapt 
attention.

The subject (SI ) had not watched from the beginning. She had been 
attracted to the programme at the point where one of the stars, a lady 
had cui argument with her uncle. The argument was over the running of the 
company which she had just come in to save it from imminent collapse. 
The crisis in the company had been her purpose of returning.

There were several stands to the programme. Because it was still new, 
the subjects were not able to identify what direction the story was 
going. This made it difficult to predict what was going on. It also 
contributed to the attention it received. SI was intolerant of 
distractions from the children. She wauited to follow the story line. She 
had been following the series.

In spite of her competence with the language, and the cultural 
dimensions in the programme, subject still found there were some lapses 
in her reading. There were some parts which she did not understand. This 
was attributed to the episodes which she had missed. She had not been 
immediately aware of the programme, when it was introduced as a result 
she had missed a few episodes at the onset.

The subject was so conversant with the genre, she knew that viewing 
subsequent episodes would, she would fill in the gaps that existed in
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the story line. She was attentive. Besides the 1 year old, there was no 
one else who distracted attention from the programme. The screen side 
programme commentary was absent in this viewing situation.

F ro m  t h e  r e m a r k  s h e  m a d e  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m m e ,  o n e  c o u l d  s e e  t h a t

the subject found the programme to be, as reality. The direct context
was regarding a character who was sick, in hospital. The doctor had
assured her that she was all right. Subject, like the character, was not
sure if to trust the doctor.

SI : Is that not what doctors always say? When I was at the 
doctor's place today, there was an old woman who was 
dying, and the doctor was still saying that she was all 
right."

This comment led to other social issues which were no longer related to 
the programme. This was what engaged the group as the network news cemte 
on. It was again ignored. The discussion was similar to that of the 
previous day. It was a report and exchange of the information that the 
subject had. In that sense, it was like a newscast; one which was more 
relevant. One could see why the broadcast newscast was not interesting.

On this occasion, there was reference to a newspaper report. The 
striking story which was reported was the tragic incident of a newly wed 
teacher who was electrocuted, along with two of his twelve students. The 
subject was convinced of the influence of an evil force.

This insinuation was also in her reading of the drama. Her account of 
the programme was not limited to the particular episode. She related the 
day's episode to the on-going story. In the same way, she related the 
story to real life, as has been noted above. She was able to make better 
sense of the programme as a result of this. (Compare her reading to that
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of subject in location 5)

SI : . . .On the other side, there is girl - husband and wife 
who love each other and so married each other. The mother 
in law did not approve of the marriage. I don't know how 
they got married, but when we started watching, the 
mother brought a village girl, with spiky hair, to be her 
son's wife. The son said he did not need the girl; what 
does he want to do with her and such?
The mother then said the wife was dirty. 'See how untidy 
the house is' and so on. She was just victimising her, 
and when she saw that all was to no avail, she told her 
plainly that she is no wife; she can't be married to her 
son, and she should go. The woman is possessed by evil 
spirits.

R: Which woman?
31 : The mother-in-law.
R: How do you know?
SI : She had appeared. She appeared as a cat. She turned into 

a cat. The girl went out, and as she returned, she opened 
the door, and she met the cat inside the house, glaring 
at her. She saw that the cat wanted to attack her and she 
screamed...

The subject had relied on the visual aspect of the story, as well as 
following the story line, as it was written into the dialogue. She had 
also drawn from the cultural insinuations that were embedded in these. 
She could thus deduct that the mother in law possessed evil powers - 
turning into a cat to harm the son's wife. These culture mediated signs 
were a part of the production. She had no problems interpreting these.

This was the one programme that subject watched. There was no other 
viewing for the day.

Day 5
There was no observation on this day. A heavy down pour had made 
subject's home inaccessible to researcher. Subject reported that she had
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watched another drama production from the network service. That was 
another soap opera which she had been following (Ripples).

Day 6

Observation began early in the evening. The set was already on when 
researcher arrived as was usual. The station in view was LWT. The 
programme in view was a foreign produced, enlightenment/ general 
interest programme. The set was merely left on, there was no one 
watching it. The children were playing about, the older one of them was 
in and out of the sitting room. Subject was at her machine sewing.

The pattern prevailed right through the succeeding programmes, which 
included the state news. These did not attract anyone's attention.

The subject engaged the researcher in a social conversation. Before 
long, she had brought the researcher into confidence over personal 
matters. The relevance of this to the study is that it gave an insight 
to the struggles which the subject was engaged in. It was an indication 
of her mental state, auid the reasons why she ignored the set became 
clearer. Subject was under so much stress, she had a lot of anxieties.

It is remarkable that even the widely acclaimed Yoruba comedy in Yoruba, 
Alawada, did not hold any interest for subject at the time it came on. 
Though she knew it was there she did not watch it. She kept on sewing, 
and talking.

At about 8.30 p.m., the younger children were before the set. They had 
settled down in the house at this time. The older of the children, had 
retired at this time. She was sleeping, but subject insisted that she
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should be woken up to study. When she emerged, she sat before the set, 
and glanced at it (more than she did her books).

The set was noisy, and so were the children. There was no one 
"watching", yet no one bothered to turn it off, or at least turn it 
down. It was part of the ambience.

This pattern continued through the network newscast. There was an 
isolated remark about a particular item which again confirmed that, 
though she was not consciously watching, the programmes were reaching 
her.

The comment was about a drama clip which was being featured in the news. 
The subject immediately deduced, even before the story was read, that 
someone was dead.

"Once you see them doing something like that, then you know 
someone is dead"

She was right. One of the performers in the drama had died. The story 
was an obituary item. She was only interested enough to identify who it 
was. The story did not draw her into the news.

The fact that she recognised the pattern meant that subject, even though 
she "does not watch" the news, was familiar with the codes. Even, the 
incidental viewing arising from having a persistent TV presence did 
have its impact.

Another point that is striking is the nature of the news agenda which 
the subject sets for herself. The pattern had been consistent over the
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week. On Day 4, she had focused the tragic incident which she had got 
from the newspaper. On the Day 3 her focus had been on the gloomy 
prospects of life, the atrocities the corruption, and exploitation in 
the society. On Day 2, she had been involved with the real life domestic 
crisis.

Observation ended at about 10.00 p.m.

Day 7

Observation began in the afternoon. Subject and the children watched a 
Yoruba drama. The programme was a serialised drama, and the family had 
been following the story. It was another programme which was 
captivating. The subject was enthralled by the developments in the 
story. There was much excitement as the subject and her children watched 
the programme.

As with the viewing of the other serial drama, the particular episode
was not isolated from the totality of the story. The programme itself
began with the highlights of previous episodes. The subject in
recounting what she saw did the same. In her case she went further,
beyond the most recent episodes, to the beginning of the story.

"It's been a while since they started showing that play. The 
chiefs in town, at the time I started watching, said that 
there was confusion in the town. They did not realise that 
"lya Agan" [one of the female chiefs] was responsible for the 
chaos. She had hired thugs to execute the "business". They 
were professional thieves. She also had terrible charms. You 
see lya Agan used to be queen in a neighbouring settlement, 
but because of her questionable ways, she was driven out from 
the palace. When that happened, she could not face staying in 
that settlement so she came to the present place.
She had two children. She left one behind; the one whom she 
knew the king favoured, aund she brought the other one, a 
girl, along.
She had been stealing for long in the new settlement, and the
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chaos was growing.

You see when a king dies, eind a new one is to be enthroned, 
there is a certain calabash which is in the former king's 
wife possession. This must be collected. So it happened that 
the king died auid a new king was to be enthroned, so they 
went to the old queen to collect the calaibash. It was not 
quite from her, that the calabash was collected. She was 
outside. The person went and stood beside a wall, chanted 
incantations repeatedly, and the calabash came out of the 
wall. . ."

From the above, one cam see that the subject was more concerned with the
story line. On inquiry, she could not say how the calabash came out of
the wall. She did not seem concerned either because she did not query
the possibility of such. Her understanding of the programme was premised
on a familiarity with the reality that was being portrayed. For example,
she punctuated her account with explanations of the cultural basis of
such acts. For her therefore, the programme was a portrayal of reality.
She was not concerned about how this was done technically.

"I don't know for sure how it was done, but I think it was a 
film trick. You know after shooting they will remove the 
parts that are not needed, and they leave the parts that will 
be useful."

The "tricks" and production techniques were appreciated and taken for 
granted as long as they facilitated communication.

The subject's account of the story also showed her fascination with the
story line. In this case, the emphasis was on the exploits of the
villainess. These were not just physical, there was a strong presence of
the occult involved as well.

". . .It was after this calabash was stolen that the chaos 
really began because the new king could not be enthroned. It 
was one of the woman's thugs who had gone to steal the 
calabash. She empowered them whenever they go to steal. She 
gives them charms and sits on the mortar while they are away.
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[The concept of sitting on the mortar goes beyond the physical act. It
has a deeper spiritual connotation, and is symbolic of the woman,
keeping the fire of the "powers" ablaze. These visual metaphors are so
familiar to the subject, that she takes them for granted. This would not
have been possible had she not been familiar with the culture. In this
instance, the subject and the programme producer, have a shared
framework of meanings.

"The problems in the community had been raging and one day, 
she said at the meeting of the chiefs that the events in the 
community could not be without the knowledge of some chief, 
therefore, they should go up to a certain hill to swear on 
oath."
R: Did she say so?
SI : Yes! She was the one who brought the proposition, yet she 

was at the root of it all. So she set a date to go. But 
on that day, she did not go, although her partner, 
another one of the chiefs went. He fell from the hill
top, but he chanted incantations which would ensure that
he got home, and he did get home.
It was since that episode, coupled with lya Agan’s 
absence, that the others had become suspicious, and more
determined to find the culprit. . .

R: But she brought the proposition?
SI : Yes you know the it's the evil man who brings the good

suggestion, so that he would be thought to be good, yet 
his heart is not clean, [my emphasis]

The account continued with details of the exploits. It culminated in the
conflict between the "evil" force and the representative of "good".

There was Chief Otolo, who was very powerful, he and his son, 
volunteered to watch over the house of beads. They had a 
house where the beads were stored. The beads had almost all 
been stolen.
So whilst they were keeping watch at night, lya Agan and her 
gang came. He was shocked to see that she was involved.
Anyway a fight ensued. He killed the other chief, who was in 
lya Agan's gang, and although he put on a brave fight, he ran 
away with lya Agaui chasing him.
When he got home, he did not let on that he had run away from
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the fight. He was boasting of his prowess at the encounter. "

Subject's account of the warfare were more graphic in Yoruba, and not 
easily translated into English. It had more details, and embraced the 
traditional Yoruba concept of warfare, with each fighter having the 
ability to change their forms; (changing into snakes, dogs, water and 
the like).

Subject was fascinated with the characters' use of language such that 
she could even remember the exact lines that were used. Both the subject 
and the children could remember these lines and they had fun reciting 
some of these. There was excitement even as they recounted the viewing 
experience.

From their account, one could see that the subjects did follow the 
programme. The observed rapt attention with which they were engaged the 
programme had been productive. They had been participating in the 
programme. They identified which side of the conflict they wanted to be 
on. They were also entertained by the comic nature of the characters. 
For instance they were amused by Chief Otolo, who on account of his 
exaggerated report of his ability, was given the task of defender. He 
refused the "honour" though he could not then, own up to his defeat. 
They knew why and were amused by his the discomfiture of Otolo.

They were also amused at the use of language (Re. Location 2), as well 
as the countenance of some of the characters. Although they did not 
approve of what she stood for, they were impressed by lya Agan's 
performance.
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It was clear that the subjects could participate in the programme, 
because of their ability to relate with the underlying reasoning in the 
storyline. There was no disputing what was shown. The programme was 
credible.

Also, they were not offended by the expressed values. These coincided
with the reality of their life. Subject in the course of her
conversations referred to similar personal experiences. (This is even 
clearer in the viewing of the later programme). The viewing was thus an 
extension of reality.

The striking feature in the programme is its perpetuation of the 
diabolical. Even the representative of "good" was not truthful. This 
makes the subject's comment, which was highlighted earlier more 
remarkable.

The programme whether intentionally or not, fostered distrust, and 
suspicion. This is besides the fact that it promotes the occultic
practices which the subject and her children could recount with such
details and such relish. This was the sort of programme that the subject 
was interested in.

The viewing of this programme on OGTV had evoked the memory of another 
which she had watched on LTV at an earlier date. She shared the memory, 
narrating the story of this to her friend.

The programme was about a reindeer which turns to a beautiful woman. It 
was a dramatisation of folklore. The neighbour, who was being told the 
story, recognised this, and wondered if such were possible in reality.
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Subject was certain that there were such occurrences. She had several 
examples of her own encounters with such to buttress her position. She 
also narrated other experiences that had made her "vigilant" concerning 
acts of sorcery, auid other occultic practices. These were responsible 
for her caution regarding the meals she ate. It was another 
manifestation of a distrustful attitude in which she was schooled. She 
was schooling others in it as well.

The discussion generated by the viewing of the above programme was 
protracted. In the meantime, the set was ignored. There was no remorse 
for this. It was only as an aside, when there was a lull in the 
conversation, that she inquired of her sister, about other programmes 
that could be interesting. The sister was to be the "TV guide".

There were only two programmes worthy of mention within a 3 - hour 
period. These were a local comedy, identified by the favoured character, 
"Papy 'Luwe" (a.k.a. Aluwe); and " Tales by Moonlight" which is a 
children's programme on the network service.

Neither of the two programmes mentioned evoked any excitement from the 
subject. She did not comment on the comedy, but the dramatised story 
telling programme for the children was immediately dismissed because 
"the masquerade there in scares one of the children". Both programmes 
were on NTA channel 10.

The other programme which could have been considered was on NTA channel 
7 which was not clear in this location. The subject confessed that she 
was not interested in it any way. The programme, a Yoruba drama, is 
similar to those which she had watched. The only difference was that
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this programme was set in more contemporary time.

Subject identified some of the reasons why she was not keen on the 
programmes. She identified the chanting of incantations, as a reason why 
she was not keen on the programme. This was not in line with the 
observed pleasure which subject derived from chanting similar 
incantations, as she narrated the warfare, in the earlier viewing 
experience.

She claimed that she did not like the children watching such programmes. 
Again this was not the observed case. She was engrossed in the programme 
and did not discourage the children from watching. Her response fits the 
pattern of that given by other subjects. It thus seems to be the 
socially acceptable behaviour. The real behaviour was however different 
in many cases, as in this.

The TV set was left on, although there was to be no satisfactory 
programme for about an hour. Nobody was watching. There was a musical 
variety programme in view but it did not attract the attention of the 
subjects. They rather entertained themselves by chatting on various 
subjects.

Occasionally, S1 identified certain familiar faces in the programme; 
like Nelson Mandela; and Sina Peters (a star in the local music scene). 
Recognition of such faces did not draw her into the programme. She 
merely passed some remarks about them, and even these were not 
sustained. The type of remarks were such that could have developed into 
major discussions had she been in the company of her friends. They were 
baits for opening conversations. The children could not take these up.

901



In the event that the researcher did not take these up either, there was 
no conversation developing from the remarks.

The subject's attention soon shifted to other matters - the neighbour; 
the children; the issue of resemblance, and eventually she left for the 
kitchen to prepare the dinner.

Going by her report, her normal routine on Sunday evenings was to cut 
materials in readiness for sewing during the week. In the absence of 
that, she could sit down before the set, and rest. She had not found the 
programme in view interesting. It had been "sloppy".

As she voiced this verdict, she decided to change the channel. She found
a Christian evangelistic programme which she thought was a better
option, but she did not watch it. Again, she had done the "acceptable"
thing by switching to the programme, but she could not be bothered to
even assess what it was about. Instead, the programme had prompted a
discussion on the genre. This was more or less an evaluation of the
reality - the development of religion in society.

SI : Now listen, do you see that there are all manners of 
churches springing up? When we came back from church this 
morning, there was this church on TV singing. What was 
the name of the church now? . . . You see, the flags in
the church, were almost as many as twelve.

Going by the details of her report, the subject had focused on the
visual aspects of the programme. The fact that she was watching on a
black and white set, was identified as a hindrance, because she could 
then, not fully describe the flags in question. She could not tell what 
colours they were.
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She could tell the identity of the characters within the programme. 
Having described them; the preacher, and the choir, subject went on to 
condemn the "performance". She employed known non-conformist musicians, 
(Michael Jackson, and Fela Anikulapo Kuti) to describe the images that 
the programme evoked in her. At the end of it all, she (and her husband) 
had concluded, that -

"There is no better paying business, than setting up a
church".

In other words, she queried the sincerity of programme. The message was 
ignored, and the aspersions were cast on the motive. It was no wonder 
then, that she did not watch the programme, in spite of the fact that 
she had done the acceptable thing, and tuned to it. Still prompted by
the programme, subject's attention shifted from the assessment of the
church growth, to the increased wave of demonic attacks, and the
atrocities being committed in society. To confirm the report, subject 
reported her personal encounters with demonic forces. She concluded that

"It seems as though it is the same way that some are fighting 
to see the end of evil, that evil is springing up, and 
growing roots."
(Compare with the response of SI in locations 6, and 8, Day 
7.)

Through all of this, the programme was not watched. It was the children 
who sat with the set.

At the commercial break following the programme, they recited every 
word, and every note; they even noted every visual sequence of the 
advertisements. The only advertisement which the subject noted was that 
of Pengo the pain relief. The advert evoked a discussion about the
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trends in fashion. The advert had featured some scenes at a wedding 
ceremony, and so showed several people who were gaily dressed.

The viewing site was uneventful for a while. This was especially when 
subject received some of her husbands friends. In the course of 
conversation a debate began. This became protracted and lasted through 
the showing of one of subject's favourite programmes. It was the drama 
programme; a soap opera - Supple Blues - from the network service. What 
is remarkable is that subject, in spite of the debate and the noise 
around her; in spite of the fact that these were her guests; ignored 
all, and focused attention on the programme. She was determined to 
follow the story line.

Though she could ignore her guests, subject could not ignore the 
children who intermittently required her attention. As usual, she tried 
to evade them, directing them to her sister instead. This worked at 
times, and it meant that even at that age, the sister was taking on the 
viewing pattern of the adult (female). She was taking on some of the 
responsibilities.

There were certain occasions when the subject had to attend to certain 
matters personally. These took her to the inner rooms. These were timed 
to coincide with the commercial break. It was clear that subject was 
interested in the programme.

By 9 o'clock subject had had the children sent to bed. They had had 
their dinner during the showing of the drama programme and they had been 
sent to bed. The only exception was the toddler who only proved to be 
more peaceful when allowed to stay. The beginning of the Newsline, was
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the cue which the guests took to leave. Subject was thus able to watch 
the programme in silence, without any distractions. She did not run a 
commentary on what she saw. She did not respond as she normally did when 
she was in the company of others. About five minutes into the news, she 
got up and went inside. She seemed to be bored.

This observation was confirmed by the fact that when she returned, the 
station (LWT) on which she had been receiving the news, had broken off 
from the network transmission, and was showing a sponsored Christian 
religious programme (instead of the Newsline). She made no attempts to 
search for other channels from which she could receive the programme. 
She did not watch the Christian programme either. The set was just left 
on.

Interest in the set resumed when the sister finished her chores, 
(fetching water aind such) and sat before the set. She vicariously 
participated in the programme. She sang along with the choir, and she 
tried to follow the programme.

SI had difficulty in following what was being said. At a point she asked 
what language was being spoken. The sister replied that one man was 
speaking in English, and the other was translating into Yoruba. She had 
not been able to decipher either of both languages, though she was 
competent in both. The presentation required some concentration to be 
clear, but SI, at this time, was too tired and sleepy to give the 
programme this kind of attention. In fact it was clear at this time, 
that she was merely staying up because of the exercise, and had only 
been attracted into the programme by her sister's participation in it.
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Observation ended at this time.

Discussion
Although she claimed not to have much interest in television, the 
subject had a lot to say about it. It was confirmed during the
observation that she was a very highly selective viewer.

Expressed Preference Patterns
All her favourite programmes were drauna programmes. Her range of 
choices included even those programmes which had been discontinued. The 
programmes included both English and Yoruba language productions. She 
could identify the programmes by the day of transmission, and the
originating channel.

Unlike with her neighbour who uses television to while away the time,
the subject is more definite in her use of television. She watches only
those programmes which she "likes enough, that [she] would hate to miss
them." These are also programmes from which she can gain some
experience, some wisdom.

"The specific programmes that I watch, I like them to the 
point that I would hate to miss them at all, so I know the 
time that they are shown. And as soon as it is almost time,
even when I am working. I'll put my work aside, to watch
because I won't want to miss out, because they are very 
interesting. Like Supple Blues, it also teaches a few lessons 
because of the various scenes that is shown there, I leam 
some wisdom from it."

The issue which this response raised was the need to identify what is 
considered interesting - what makes a programme appealing?

A Question of Interest
There was a common thread which run through all the programmes which
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were identified as being interesting. The first is that they all share 
the same format. They were all drama productions; produced in Nigeria.

Subject preferred the local productions, auid did not show any affinity 
for imported productions. She was very categorical regarding this 
distinction. It thus seemed that there was more to the attraction than 
mere format. There was the issue of relevance, and participation - the 
ability to follow.

R: What is your interpretation of a good programme?
S1: The way I understand it. I'll say some dramas. There are 

some dramas which when they are shown, one can gain from; 
and there are some, which will not even have any meaning.

R: Gain in what sense?
SI: Family type programmes, possibly about couples who 

probably fight, or maybe a married woman watching a 
married woman who has a bad character [trait] possibly by 
watching such, the viewer may see that those traits which 
she shares with the TV character which are bad, but
which, she had not known was bad, should be dropped, or
corrected. Dramas such as that, from which one can gain,
that is what I mean.

In other words, a "good" programme for this viewer must be meaningful; 
it must have a moral, or share an experience which will be of benefit to 
either herself or some other person. In this regard, the programme must 
be such that she could confidently follow the story line. This reasoning 
is typical of the traditional story technique. No story is told without 
a purpose. A moral must be drawn from the story even if it was to have 
been for entertainment. The same goes for entertainment through songs 
and music.

What is interesting however is the focus on the bad, to know that which
is good. A good programme was that which exposed what is bad.
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There were other considerations which the subject enumerated. These 
could well be considered as the secondary considerations in her 
evaluation of programmes. These included the acting skills; speech 
delivery; plot development; use of props; and the ability to simulate 
reality.

The subject had not identified these points, but had alluded to them in 
her description of what else could make a programme interesting. There 
was also the issue of dressing. She had a professional interest in
fashion and she used the programmes as an avenue for knowing the latest 
in fashion designs. The programmes were thus alternatives to fashion 
shows.

Of all, the ability to simulate reality, that which could lend
credibility and also facilitate understanding is what underscored her
entire description.

" . . .  Take in Supple Blues the girl who married, whose child 
is Tope, [the one] who there's a dispute over, . . .  Do you 
know such a thing can very easily be happening? . . . That
kind of thing we know is a common possibility, but it's meant 
to enlighten people about what actually goes on. . . "

Subject could perceive that television intends to enlighten people on
what could be happening, "so that they are not blinded and thinking it
is not possible. They want us to know what is happening in the real 
world".

It is interesting that this function is taken over by the drama 
programmes, it is this, that has made the dramas interesting for this 
subject as we have seen. The same could not be said for the genre which
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is usually associated with that responsibility - the news.

N ew s

A s o b s e r v e d  t h e  s u b j e c t  d i d  n o t  h a v e  m u c h  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  n e w s .  S h e  h a d

o t h e r  s o u r c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h ic h  s h e  r e l i e d  o n .  T h e  t e l e v i s i o n  n e w s

was only used to get the official account of what had happened.
" . . .  the news I only watch occasionally, when I might have 
heard that something is happening, you know, from rumours and 
you can't go by rumours, because if 2 things happened, our 
people will say 3 things happened. Like the issue of Tomi and 
Bisola, those children who were stolen with the car. We had 
heard all sorts about them, some said, it was their parents 
that hired killers were after. It was not until they were 
found and the full story was reported on the news - that it
was just a case of car robbery, and the children just
happened to have been there [in the car]. . . That's what I
mean by not trusting our people and rumours. So occasionally 
when things like that happen, I  want to get clarification 
from the news. Newspapers now cost too much. At N2 per paper 
per day, in 30 days, that is N60. I know what else I can do 
with that money rather than buy newspapers which will end up 
as junk inside my house. . . " [my emphasis]

On t h e  w h o l e ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a  n e e d  f o r  t h e  

r e g u l a r  k i n d  o f  n e w s  t h a t  i s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  m e d i a .  H e r  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  

t h e  e l e c t r o n i c  n e w s  i s  t h u s  b a s e d  o n  i t s  i n e x p e n s i v e  c o s t  e s p e c i a l l y  a s

i t  c a n  s u f f i c e  f o r  t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  p u r p o s e .

T h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  c r e d i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  n e w s  w a s  n o t  a n  i s s u e  f o r  t h i s  

s u b j e c t .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  s a m e  d i s t r u s t  f o r  " o u r  p e o p l e "  u n d e r l y i n g  

t h e  s u b j e c t ' s  r e c e p t i o n .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  i t  t o o k  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  

o f  t h e  s t o r y  f o r  s u b j e c t  t o  h a v e  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  r e p o r t .  I t  i s  n o t  f a r  

f e t c h e d  t o  a s s u m e  t h a t  s u b j e c t  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  s c e p t i c a l  o f  e v e n  t h e  

v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  s t o r y  a s  c a r r i e d  b y  t h e  n e w s ;  c o n f u s e d  a b o u t  whom t o  

t r u s t ;  p r i o r  t o  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n .

A n o t h e r  p o i n t  w h ic h  s u b j e c t ' s  r e s p o n s e  p o i n t s  t o ,  i s  t h e  t y p e s  o f
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stories that interest her. She was very specific about the type of 
stories which would interest her enough to want to refer to the news for 
clarification. These were not stories for which credibility could be 
compromised. The official version were most likely to be true (dates of 
public holidays, orders on restrictions, and such directives which 
affected the citizenry). These were the sort of stories which, as she 
had implied were not always on the news. It is thus not surprising that 
subject's interest in the news was "occasional".

At other times, her interest in the news were not issue related. She was
concerned about the presentation and the appearance of the newscaster.
The clarity of the reading was identified as a pull into the news.

"You will like to listen because the news what is being read, 
will be clearly heard."

Subject reminiscence over the days when this was the case. She lamented 
the performance of the newscasters who she saw recently. It turned out 
that her gripe was actually focused on a particular newscaster (Hauwa 
Baba Ahmed) who had been featured quite regularly around the time of 
observations.

The subject's resentment towards the particular newscaster, was based on
her insistence on being shrouded on air, and her limited competence with
pronunciation. These made her easily identified with a particular group,
and it evoked a great deal of resentment in the subject.

"That shrouding of the head is very upsetting. As soon as I 
see it, my stomach churns, and I wonder at, what she will 
have to say. May be it's the hatred I have for her, that 
won't let me like what is being read.!"

This subject is not alone in her disaffection towards the particular
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n e w s c a s t e r .  H e r  d r e s s i n g  a n d  h e r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  p r o n o u n c e  w o r d s  f r o m  o t h e r  

p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  b u t  h e r s ,  m a k e s  h e r  e a s i l y  a  s o u r c e  o f  e t h n i c  

p r e j u d i c e .  I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  t h i s  i s  s o  s t r o n g  t h a t  i t  b e c o m e s  a  b l o c k  f o r  

t h e  n e w s  t h a t  i s  b e i n g  r e a d .

T h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  i s  t h a t  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  n e w s  n e e d s  t o  b e  

b r o a d e n e d .  T h e  n e w s  i n c l u d e s  t h e  c h a n n e l  t h r o u g h  whom t h e  s t o r y  i s  

r e c e i v e d .  W hen t h i s  i s  t h e  c a s e ,  i t  w i l l  n o t  b e  e n o u g h  t o  t r y  a n d  b e  

o b j e c t i v e  i n  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  s t o r y ,  t h e  c h a n n e l  t h r o u g h  w h ic h  t h e  

s t o r y  c o m e s ,  a n d  t h i s  i n c l u d e s  t h e  n e w s c a s t e r ,  w i l l  a t t e m p t  t o  b e  

n e u t r a l  a s  w e l l .  T h e i r  r e s e n t m e n t  i m p l i e s  t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t s  h a v e  t h i s  

e x p e c t a t i o n .

T h e  a b o v e  p o i n t  m u s t  b e  s e e n  i n  c o n t e x t ,  f o r  i t s  s e r i o u s n e s s  t o  b e  

a p p r e c i a t e d .  I n  a  s o c i e t y  w h e r e  e t h n i c  r i v a l r y  i s  r i f e ,  a n d  w h e r e  t h e  

n e w s  h a s  t o  b r e a k  t h r o u g h  s u c h  p r e j u d i c i a l  b a r r i e r s ,  a  n e w s c a s t e r  s h o u l d  

n o t  b e  r e a d i l y  l a b e l l e d  a s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s e c t i o n .  T o  t h i s  

e n d ,  n e w s c a s t e r s  s h o u l d  b e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  h a v e  a  n a t i o n a l  d r e s s i n g ,  t h a t  

i s  s t a n d a r d  a n d  n e u t r a l .

T h e y  s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  c o r r e c t  p r o n u n c i a t i o n  o f  w o r d s  

i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e i r  o r i g i n .  T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  w ip e  o f f  t h e  n e w s c a s t e r s  

i d e n t i t y ,  b u t  t o  sh o w  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  v i e w e r s .  T h e  c h a r g e  a g a i n s t  t h e  

n e w s c a s t e r  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a v o i d e d  h a d  t h e r e  b e e n  e v i d e n c e  o f  a n  e f f o r t  

b e i n g  m a d e .  T h e  s u b j e c t  r e s e n t e d  b e i n g  t a k e n  f o r  g r a n t e d .

A n o t h e r  p o i n t  w h ic h  c a m e  o u t  o f  s u b j e c t ' s  c o m m e n ts  w a s  t h e  c o n f u s i o n  

t h a t  h a d  a r i s e n  w i t h  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  n e w s c a s t e r s .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  p a r t i c u l a r  

p e r s o n ,  w ho  c o u l d  b e  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  n e w s .  U n l i k e  w i t h  t h e  d r a m a
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p r o g r a m m e s  w h ic h  c o u l d  b e  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  c e r t a i n  k e y  c h a r a c t e r s ,  t h e  

n e w s  d i d  n o t  h a v e  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  p e r s o n ,  w h o s e  p e r s o n a l i t y  i t  c o u l d  r i d e  

o n .  T h i s  h a d  a r i s e n  f r o m  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  n e w s c a s t e r s  w ho h a d  s e r v e d  a s  

a n c h o r  p e r s o n s  f o r  t h e  n e w s ;  a n d  a l s o  s u b j e c t ' s  c o n f u s i o n  o f  t h e  

c o r r e s p o n d e n t s  w i t h  t h e  a n c h o r  p e r s o n s .  T h i s  c o n f u s i o n  c a n  b e  t r a c e d  t o  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  so m e  o f  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s  h a d  a l s o  a t  so m e  t i m e  b e e n  

a n c h o r  p e r s o n s .

The observation, that the subject was not keen on the news, had not only 
been confirmed, it had been explained. This explanation is of greater 
use than that which the subject had initially offered. She had blamed 
her busy schedule for her lack of interest in the news, and the timing 
of the news. While it may be true that by 9 o' clock she will be too
tired to maintain an interest in any programme, that fact does not
sufficiently explain her attitude to the news. This reasoning is
confirmed by the fact that occasionally she does show an interest in the
news.

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  t h e  s u b j e c t ' s  v ie w  o f  w h a t  t h e  n e w s  p o r t r a y s .

"They say what is going on. It's times like that, [when the 
children were missing; the story referred to earlier] that I 
want to hear the news. Otherwise, if there's nothing 
happening other than Lagos is in chaos; Life is shifting to 
Abuja; all the women 'Better Life programmes that they 
peddle, I don't have the time , because it's like they want 
to make you sad. We say things are expensive, they say things 
are cheap, so it's such things that won't make it 
interesting. . . Sometimes they will say one million naira
launching project which when we view it should not be more 
than 10, 000. Yet you say it costs 1 million to complete it.
. . " [my emphasis]

T h e  r e s t  o f  h e r  v i e w s ,  a s  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s ,  b e c a m e  a  c r i t i q u e  o f  

t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  w h a t  s h e  s e e s  o n  t h e  n e w s  e v o k e s  i n  h e r .
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an appraisal of government activities. Her response to the news had thus 
become a critique of the government.

Advertisements
Advertisements were another category of programmes which the subject 
attended to. As with drama, and even the news, subject preferred those 
adverts which have meaning. This implied that some adverts were 
meaningless. It was the Coca - cola advert, an imported musical advert, 
that the subject cited as an example of a meaningless advert.

(The Coke advert running at the time of the study had relied on the 
visuals, and music. The lyrics present in it, were limited and only 
summed up the slogan - Can't beat the feeling. The advert had shown a 
work site, and the extent to which those who know the value of Coke 
would go to get it; even if it took diverting the crane, or walking the 
length of the scaffolding.)

It is no wonder that the above commercial is not liked since subject
claims to like adverts for the information they bring. This could be
information about the existence of the product, or about it's uses.

"Once I hear an advertisement which is different from that 
which I had been hearing, I sit down to listen, just in case 
it is something that will be useful to me. But that which 
I've always heard, I don't bother with."

Another type of information which had made adverts interesting to this 
subject was the knowledge of the price. Although she knew that the 
market price would be different from that advertised, (Re. Location 11) 
she used the advertised price as a guide to what the market price should 
be.
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T h i s  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  i n  a  s i t u a t i o n  w h e r e  m a r k e t  p r i c e s  a r e  n o t  f i x e d .  

S a l e  p r i c e  i n  t h e  o p e n  m a r k e t  i s  a r r i v e d  a t  a f t e r  h a g g l i n g ,  t h e r e f o r e  

t h e  b u y e r  n e e d s  t o  h a v e  a  g u i d e  a s  t o  t h e  r e a s o n a b l e  o f f e r  t o  m a k e .

T h e  s u b j e c t  w a s  a t t r a c t e d  b y  t h o s e  c o m m e r c i a l s  w h i c h  m a d e  u s e  o f  

c h i l d r e n .  T h e  a t t r a c t i o n  i n  so m e  i n s t a n c e s  w e r e  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e

c h i l d r e n ' s  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  a d v e r t .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  e a c h  o f  t h e  f a v o u r e d  

a d v e r t ,  w a s  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  b e i n g  t h e  f a v o u r i t e  o f  o n e  o f  h e r  c h i l d r e n .

F o r  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  a d v e r t s  w e r e  u s e d  a s  a  g u i d e  t o  t h e  t r e n d s  i n  t h e  

m a r k e t .  T h e y  w e r e  a l s o  u s e d  f o r  t h e i r  t h e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  v a l u e .  I n  t h e s e  

r e s p e c t s ,  t h e  s u b j e c t  s e e m e d  t o  d e r i v e  t h e  s a m e  s e r v i c e  f r o m  d r a m a ,

n e w s ,  a n d  e v e n  a d v e r t s .  A l t h o u g h  s h e  w a s  v e r y  s e l e c t i v e  i n  h e r  u s e  o f

t e l e v i s i o n  s h e  d i d  u s e  i t  a s  a  g u i d e  t o  d a i l y  l i v i n g ,  b u t  s h e  d i d  n o t

e v e n  s e e m  t o  b e  a w a r e  o f  t h i s .

S o  g r e a t  w a s  h e r  a p a t h y  t o  t h e  t e l e v i s i o n  s e r v i c e ,  t h a t  l e f t  t o  h e r s e l f ,  

s h e  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  s h e  w o u ld  m i s s  TV v e r y  m u c h  i f  i t  w e r e  t o  b e  

c a n c e l l e d .

" A s  f o r  m e, l e f t  t o  m e, i f  i t ' s  c a n c e l l e d ,  I  w o n ' t  f e e l  i t  
m u ch  b e c a u s e  I 'm  s o  p r e - o c c u p i e d  b y  my w o r k .  B u t ,  i t ' s  a l s o  
o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  a  s o u r c e  o f  c o n s o l a t i o n  i t  w i p e s  a w a y  s a d  
t h o u g h t s . "
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CONCLUSION

The Construction of Meaning
With its broad agenda which often links it directly to real life, 
television is properly subject to critical scrutiny. It is the fact that 
it is a mass medium attempting to deal with so many facets of life, and 
is received by individuals within varying social contexts that makes it 
a necessary focus for scholarly scrutiny, as well as government 
interest. I have tried to show that the subjects have been, in complex 
ways, employing rules developed on the basis of the group(s) to which 
they belong, to evaluate the message which they received. (For example 
location 5)

T h e  s u b j e c t s  h a v e  sh o w n  t h a t  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  r e j e c t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  

p r e s e n t e d ,  o r  p r e s c r i b e d  o n  t e l e v i s i o n ,  f o r  r e a s o n s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  

n e c e s s a r i l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  i s s u e .  T h i s  s o r t  o f  r e s p o n s e  i s  n o t  l i m i t e d  

b u t  c u t s  a c r o s s  i s s u e  o r i e n t e d  p r o g r a m m e s ;  g o v e r n m e n t  i s s u e s  a s  

p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  n e w s ;  t o  r e l i g i o u s  m e s s a g e s  e v e n  a s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  m u s i c .  

T h i s  p a t t e r n  w a s  a l s o  m a n i f e s t e d  i n  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  a n d  i n  d r a m a s .

0%mership

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  o n  t h e  w h o le ,  ' t h e  g o v e r n m e n t '  ( b e  i t  s t a t e  o r  

f e d e r a l )  t e n d s  t o  g e t  b la m e d  f o r  t h e  p e r c e i v e d  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  b e t w e e n  

t h e  TV p o r t r a y a l ,  a n d  r e a l i t y .  T h e  m ed iu m  i s  s e e n  a s  a  g o v e r n m e n t  

p r o p a g a n d a  c h a n n e l .  T h i s  r e a s o n i n g  i s  n o t  f a r  f e t c h e d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  

o w n e r s h i p  p a t t e r n ;  t h e  c o n t r o l  p a t t e r n ;  a n d  e v e n  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  a n d  

d e s i g n  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m m e s .  T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  e v e n  t h e  

s t r u c t u r e s  o f  o w n e r s h i p ,  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  m e a n in g  t h a t  i s  g i v e n  t o  a  

m e s s a g e .  T h e  v i e w e r ' s  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  e n c o d e r ' s  m o t i v a t i o n  c a n  d i r e c t

915



t h e  w ay  t h e  m e s s a g e  i s  d e c o d e d .  I n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  p r o d u c e r s  a r e  s e e n  

t o  b e  e a r n i n g  t h e i r  k e e p  b y  p r e s e n t i n g  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  m e s s a g e s ;  w h e r e a s ,  

t h e  p r o d u c e r s  c l a i m  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  a c t i n g  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y ,  

a n d  d o i n g  s o ,  l a r g e l y  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  g o v e r n m e n t .

T h e  p o t e n t i a l  d a n g e r  o f  t h e  a b o v e  p o i n t  i s  o n e  w h i c h  i s  a l r e a d y  

a p p a r e n t .  V ie w e r s  d i d  n o t  t r u s t  t h e  m e d iu m , a n d  t h e  a p a t h y  w h i c h  t h e y  

h a d  t o w a r d s  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  s o c i e t y ,  h a d  b e e n  e x t e n d e d  t o  t h e  

t e l e v i s i o n  s e r v i c e .  T h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h ic h  t h i s  t r e n d  w a s  m a n i f e s t e d  w a s  

v a r i e d .  I t  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  h ow  m u ch  t h e  s u b j e c t s ,  f e l t  t h e y  

w e r e  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e  s e l f  e m p lo y e d  

s u b j e c t s  w ho f e l t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  n e e d  t o  c a r e  a b o u t  w h a t  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  

d o i n g ,  w e r e  o n  o n e  e n d  o f  t h e  s c a l e ,  w h i l s t  t h o s e  w ho h a d  t o  k e e p  i n  

t o u c h  w i t h  g o v e r n m e n t  b y  v i r t u e  o f  t h e i r  j o b s ,  w e r e  o n  t h e  o t h e r  e n d .  I n  

o t h e r  w o r d s ,  d e p e n d e n c y  o n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  g o v e r n a n c e  h a d  b e c o m e  a  

d e t e r m i n a n t  o f  m e d ia  u s e  a n d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .

A l t h o u g h  i t  w a s  i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  t h e  v i e w e r s  w e r e  s e e n  t o  n e g o t i a t e  t h a t  

w h ic h  w a s  s e e n ,  b a s e d  o n  t h a t  w h ic h  w a s  k n o w n , t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a  

b a s i c  d i s t r u s t  o f  t h e  m o t i v a t i o n s ,  t h e  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m m e r s  

c o m p o u n d e d  t h e  p r o b l e m .  R a t h e r  t h a n  b e  a n  e f f e c t i v e  m e d iu m  f o r  

c o n d u c t i n g  s o c i a l  d e b a t e s ,  t h e  m e d iu m  w h ic h  i s  n o t  t r u s t e d  b y  t h o s e  whom 

i t  h a d  s e t  o u t  t o  s e r v e ,  h a d  b e c o m e  a  s o u r c e  o f  e v i d e n c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  

s t a t e .  R a t h e r  th e m  b e  a  m e d iu m  t o  p r o m o t e  s t a b i l i t y ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  

b e e n  i n a d v e r t e n t l y ,  m o b i l i s i n g  i l l  f e e l i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  w h i c h  

i t  s e t  o u t  t o  s e r v e .

C r e d i b i l i t y  f a c t o r  -  F a c t  o r  F i c t i o n

T h e r e  s e e m e d  t o  b e  a  d i s p a r i t y  i n  t h e  s u b j e c t s '  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d s
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certain genres of programmes. The key to the response was however not 
inherent in the genres as forms, but in the preconceptions about the 
underlying motives. This point stems from the problem already noted 
above.

The internal inconsistencies in the programming may also have 
contributed to this. There were clear inconsistencies in the values that 
were being promoted in various aspects of the programming. Different 
programmes often had varying messages, which did not necessarily 
complement each other. At times, there were inconsistencies even within 
programmes. For example whilst one news item spoke of the poor economy 
and austerity measures, another item displayed extravagance. It thus 
becomes difficult to identify what such a station stands for. Unlike 
with familiar print media, television seemed to lack clear philosophy, 
and therefore identity. This seems to have fostered the lack of trust 
especially in the "factual" programmes.

Generally, the subjects found the "fictional" programmes credible. These 
programmes, particularly the local dramas captured the known reality of 
life. They had been designed to do this, whilst laying emphasis on the 
portrayal of ills of society, with the aim that these will be corrected. 
Although they supplied an agenda that could help the viewers challenge 
the credibility of the (propagandist) factual programmes, they also 
appeared to have been contributing to the social problems, which they 
tried to solve.

As one of the subjects (in location 9) noted, these realist programmes, 
because of their emphasis, could further escalate the culture of 
distrust, suspicion and sceptism that was already existing in society.
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T h e r e  i s  e v i d e n c e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  i n  t h e  r e s p o n s e  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t s  t o  

so m e  p r o g r a m m e s  a s  h a s  b e e n  d e t a i l e d .  T h i s  i s  d i s c u s s e d  f u r t h e r ,  l a t e r

o n .

T h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  r a i s e s  a  p r o b le m  w h ic h  p r o g r a m m e r s  h a v e  t o  a d d r e s s .  

T h i s  i s  t h e  i s s u e  o f  how  t o  e n v i s a g e  " r e a l i s t "  p r o g r a m m e s ,  i n  a n  

i m a g i n a t i v e  w a y , t h a t  w i l l  o f f e r  s u g g e s t i o n s  o n  how  s o c i e t y  c a n  b e  

i m p r o v e d .  I n  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  p r o b l e m s  i n  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  p r o g r a m m e s  s h o u l d  

n o t  b e  s e e n  t o  c e l e b r a t e  o r  p r o m o t e  t h e  s o c i a l  i l l s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  t h e r e  

i s  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  m ed iu m  i s  o n e  t o  w h ic h  t h e  v i e w e r s  co m e  t o  l e a r n  

f r o m .  T h e  p r o b l e m  c a l l s  f o r  c a r e f u l l y  p l a n n e d  p r o d u c t i o n s ;  w i t h  p r o p e r  

s c r i p t i n g  ( w h e r e  p o s s i b l e ) ;  c a r e f u l  j u x t a p o s i t i o n  o f  d e t a i l s ;  a n d  

s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  t h e  v a l u e s  e x p r e s s e d .  T h e  r e s p o n s e  t o  s u c h  p r o g r a m m e s  

w i l l  b e  i n t e r e s t i n g .  To s t a r t  w i t h ,  a  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  t h e  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  

b e t t e r  p l a n n e d  E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e  p r o d u c t i o n s ,  a n d  t h a t  o f  " s l a p p e d  u p "  

Y o r u b a  d r a m a s  m ay b e t t e r  i n d i c a t e  how  p e r t i n e n t  t h e  i s s u e  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  

t r e a t m e n t  i s ,  t o  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  m e a n i n g .

Aberrant Decoding
T h e  n a t u r e  o f  v i e w i n g  h a d  a n  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  m e a n in g  w h i c h  w a s  t a k e n  f r o m  

t h e  s e t .  T h e  i n c o m p l e t e  n a t u r e  o f  v i e w i n g  m e a n t  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a b e r r a n t  

d e c o d i n g  o f  t h e  m e s s a g e s .  O f t e n  t i m e s ,  v i e w e r s  h a d  m a d e  m e a n in g  b a s e d  

o n l y  o n  t h e i r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  v i s u a l  c o d e .  T h e y  h a d  e m p lo y e d  

e x t r a  l i n g u i s t i c  c o d e s ,  w h ic h  w e r e  o f t e n  r e s t r i c t e d  b y  t h e  c u l t u r e ,  

b e c a u s e  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w h i c h  s h o u l d  h a v e  

h e l p e d  th e m  t o  m a k e  s e n s e  o f  t h e  a c t i o n .  T h i s  w a s  v e r y  g l a r i n g  w i t h  t h e  

i m p o r t e d  p r o g r a m m e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  v i e w e d  b y  t h o s e  w i t h  l i m i t e d  

c o m p e t e n c e  i n  E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e .  I t  w a s  s t i l l  t r u e  i n  c a s e s  w h e r e  t h e  

v i e w e r s  h a d  l i m i t e d  c o m p e te n c e  i n  t h e  l o c a l  d i a l e c t s ,  i n  w h ic h  so m e  o f
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the programmes were presented. Examples of these abound in locations 1, 
6, 11. Similarly, it was true when the viewers were not familiar with
the tele-visual language; the codes of production. For example, when the 
pacing of the programme was too fast, there was the tendency for the 
less competent viewers, usually the women who were not sufficiently 
attentive, to misread the messages. The misreading was often because 
they had skipped certain parts of the message.

There were also occasions when the problem had not been based on 
incompetence, but on the nature of viewing. What happens then, when for 
instance the viewer is watching, as well as attending to active 
children; insistent music from the cassette player, or even the other 
attractions from the environment; is similar to what happens aibove. The 
viewer often has gaps in the reading of the presented message. These 
gaps are then filled using common sense or experiential knowledge. This 
account also illustrates how aberration can be introduced into the 
decoding process.

C o m m u n al V ie w in g

Viewing in a group can be a potential tool for effective communication. 
In the first instance, it could serve as a built-in check for the 
possible lapses in the negotiation process, such as those described 
above. There were several examples of how the discussion which typically 
accompanies communal viewing, helped to converge the readings. In the 
event that one member of the group was misreading the programme, there 
were opportunities for corrections.

The high synergy provided when there is interpersonal communication, 
often reinforces what is perceived. This is especially so when there
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were accounts of personal experiences, to buttress the points being 
made. This is in line with the findings of Philo (1990). The reverse is 
the case when personal experience contradicts the message that is being 
put across. It is in such situations that subjects, ridicule or even 
reject the intended message: This means that ineffective communication, 
may not always be due to aberrant decoding. The receiver may properly 
translate the message as the encoder intended. The problem may be in the 
assuming of value laden, extra - explicit meaning like motives, 
loyalties. This is why the issues of objectivity, balance, fairness, 
ownership, control, are of such importance in broadcasting.

A n o t h e r  i s s u e  w h ic h  a r i s e s  f r o m  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  v i e w i n g  p r a c t i c e s ,  i s  

t h a t  o f  t h e  r e l e v a n c e  o f  p r o g r a m m in g  e f f o r t s .  N o t  m u ch  c r e d i t  w a s  g i v e n  

t o  t h i s .  A c h a n g e  i n  p r o g r a m m in g  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  a p p r o a c h  i s  n e c e s s a r y  

f o r  t h e  m e d iu m  t o  b e  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e  t o o l  f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h a t  i t  i s  

e x p e c t e d  t o  b e .  A l t h o u g h  a  c h a n g e  i n  g o v e r n m e n t  a t t i t u d e  w i l l  h e l p ,  a  

c h a n g e  m u s t  co m e  f r o m  t h e  w i t h i n .  P r i o r i t i e s  h a v e  t o  b e  r e d e f i n e d ,  e v e n  

w i t h o u t  c h a n g i n g  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  f r o m  how  t h e y  a r e  p r e s e n t l y  e x p r e s s e d .  

T h e r e  m u s t  b e  a  r e - t h i n k i n g  o f  h o w  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  c a n  b e s t  b e  

i m p l e m e n t e d .

The Environment of Viewing
Television viewing cannot be separated from the larger social context in 
which the activity is performed. The social context directs/supplies the 
attitudes and beliefs which the viewer arrives at the set with. It even 
determines the possible existence of viewing. For example, at Location 
11, on Day 2, in spite of the determination to view, erratic power 
supply mesint that there could be no viewing.
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I n  m o r e  s u b t l e  w a y s ,  t h e  l a r g e r  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t  a l s o  a f f e c t e d  t h e  m ood  

t h a t  t h e  v i e w e r s  w e r e  i n ,  a n d  t h i s  d e t e r m i n e d  i f  t h e y  w o u ld  v i e w  a t  a l l .  

T h i s  i s  a s s u m i n g  t h a t  t h e  s e r v i c e  i s  o t h e r w i s e  a c c e p t a b l e .

T h e  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t  a s  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  a l l  l o c a t i o n s  c a n  a f f e c t  t h e  

m e a n in g  t h a t  i s  a c c o r d e d  t o  t h e  p r o g r a m m e s . E v e n  w h e n  t h e  i n t e n d e d  

m e a n in g  i s  r e c o g n i s e d ,  t h e  m e a n in g  w h i c h  e a c h  v i e w e r  c h o o s e s  t o  t a k e  

f ro m  t h e  p r o g ra m m e  m ay d i f f e r ,  b a s e d  o n  h i s / h e r  a c q u i r e d ,  o r  s h a r e d  

e x p e r i e n c e .

The effect of the "rat race"; the inability to relax or be entertained 
was lamented in location 6 and 9, as in other locations. Contrary to 
popular assumptions, the "rat race" was present, even in the rural 
setting. There were no laid back rural dwellers who gorged themselves 
with television programmes. This was not because they lacked physical 
access to the TV sets as widely thought. They had functional TV sets, 
but they had no time. The children were often left to watch as they 
pleased. Often, even they did not have time either. On many occasions, 
when they did have time, the programming was not satisfactory. Viewing 
was merely tolerated; endured, not enjoyed.

Acceptable service
When all the above are considered, it seems that for the medium of 
television to function effectively as a channel of development, there 
must be a service that is acceptable to the audience. This challenges 
the practice of the "Public Service" broadcasting as it obtains in 
Nigeria. In an increasingly aggressive climate, public service 
broadcasting is being challenged. (Ang, 1991) If it is to have a chance, 
it must offer such services that are perceived to be of relevance to the
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a u d i e n c e .  N i g e r i a n  t e l e v i s i o n  m u s t  r e c o g n i s e  t h a t  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e ,  d o e s  

n o t  h a v e  t o  b e  g o v e r n m e n t  s e r v i c e .  O b s e r v a t i o n s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  

p r e s e n t  s e r v i c e  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  a n  e x a g g e r a t e d  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  

" g o v e r n m e n t ' s "  c a s e .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  n e w s  i s ,  i n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e ,  w h a t  

t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  a n d  o t h e r  a g e n c i e s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  d o .  T h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h i s  

" e x a g g e r a t e d "  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o n  t h e  im a g e  o f  g o v e r n m e n t ,  i s  w o r t h y  o f  

c l o s e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .

I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  t h e  a u d i e n c e ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  g o v e r n e d ,  s h o u l d  f e e l  t h a t  i t  

i s  b e i n g  s e r v e d .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t s ,  a c c e p t a b l e  s e r v i c e  i s  t h a t  

w h ic h  i s  d i r e c t l y  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e i r  n e e d s .  I t  w a s  t h o s e  p r o g r a m m e s  w h ic h  

t h e  v i e w e r s  f e l t  c o u l d  a s s i s t  th e m  m a k e  b e t t e r  s e n s e  o f  t h e i r  r e a l  l i f e  

s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e y  a t t e n d e d .  T h e r e  w a s  a  l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  

p r o g r a m m e s  w h ic h  c o u l d  w e l l  h a v e  b e e n  n o n - e x i s t e n t ,  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  

w e r e  n o t  w a t c h e d .  T h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  i n n o v a t i o n s  i n  t h e  e f f o r t s  t o  g e t  

v i e w e r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  d e b a t e s  a b o u t  p u b l i c  i s s u e s .

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  s t a t i o n s  t o  r e - a p p r a i s e  t h e  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e i r  e f f o r t s ,  s o  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  m o re  r e l e v a n t  

s e r v i c e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t l y  m a r g i n a l i s e d  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y .  

T h e  e v i d e n c e  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h i s  s t u d y ,  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  f a v o u r e d  a u d i e n c e  

s e g m e n t s ,  t h e  e l i t e s ,  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  a l t e r n a t i v e  t e c h n o l o g y ,  a n d  o t h e r  

s o u r c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  A s a  r e s u l t ,  t h e y  a r e  n o t  d e p r i v e d ,  e v e n  w h e n  

t h e y  c h o o s e  t o  s h u n  t h e  m e d iu m . T h e  s a m e  c s u i n o t  b e  s a i d  f o r  t h e  i g n o r e d  

c a t e g o r i e s ,  w ho b e c o m e  a p a t h e t i c ,  a n d  m o r e  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  r u m o u r s .

Freshness
A n o t h e r  p r o b l e m  w h ic h  t h e  s u b j e c t s  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  w a y s ,  w a s  

t h a t  o f  d u p l i c a t e d  i d e a s  o n  t h e  s e t .  TV w a s  f u l l  o f  s i m i l a r  c o n c e p t s .
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The subject in location 10 was most vehement in expressing this. This 
lack of freshness in the presentation resulted in a mental block which 
the programmes had to surmount. This became an added problem to the 
physical and structural problems with which the programmes had to 
contend.

It may be useful if the stations, or a body like the Broadcasting
Organisation of Nigeria, BON would establish self regulatory body, where 
programmes would be approved. Blatant "dubbing" of programme ideas could 
thus be checked.

Such a centre could serve as a Think Tank for the industry, by
experimenting and developing programme ideas in an environment that is 
free of the tensions of operations.

It could then be a quality control centre for the TV industry. This 
drastic recommendation is put forward, not as a government control or 
censorship mechanism, but as a self regulatory device, to curb those
excesses which malign the entire industry. It should have as its guide,
the value of the service that the viewer receives. This is irrespective 
of the purposes which the proprietors of the stations declare.

Prospects of life, as perceived from TV
Some interesting patterns emerged when the striking aspects of the 
programming to the various subjects was compared. Because these have 
been reported in details in the previous section, it will only be 
highlighted here, because the trend that emerges is one that calls for 
concern.
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Whereas the positive aspects of life which were reported were taken for
granted, those which were negative, were echoed and discussed. When
pieced together, their perception of the world in which they live was
one to be dreaded. The following are some of the excerpts of the
comments which either came spontaneously in the course of viewing, or
which came in response to the question,

"In your view how does television portray life?"
"It's those theatre dramas, [Yoruba plays] that are best, 
some teach you not to be covetous, some teach you about this 
rivalry, struggling for titles, that it is not good to plan 
evil for your fellow man" (- subject in location 1. )
"These programmes are about real life happenings. For 
example, there are some programmes about demonic children.
These also widen [the scope of] one's experience. They show 
what is going on in the world. How these beings go and beat 
up someone's child. Some they "eat" the child but because it 
is not their entitlement, it is impossible for them. Some 
bones get stuck in their throats. These are real life 
happenings that we are being shown, learning about; seeing 
that this worldly ways are not good. The outcome of such evil 
doers is not good. [Retribution]
So it is! Life is not good. Life is so short, how long is one 
going to spend here, that one will hug life so close to his 
heart?" [be obsessed with life.] (Location 1)

For subject H3 in location #8, the world according to the news was so
predictable that it he had lost interest in it.

"They'll at first mention some people, - so and so. They'll 
throw Alex Akinyele [Information Minister] in the middle 
somewhere, if he travels any where. They'll end it with an 
obituary of some person who has died, who is known at the 
NTA.
In the middle, they'll talk about [the war in the] Gulf, then 
assuming was still happening, but when they found that the 
Gulf was going to cause problems, because Nigeria didn't take 
sides, they tried to black it out.
So you know the sequence the news takes - Babangida is 
returning from somewhere, he has returned from somewhere. . . 
Mamangida [alias for the First Lady] has gone to do Better 
Life. "
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A n i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e  i n  t h e  a b o v e  i s  t h e  a t t e m p t  a t  b l a c k i n g  o u t  

i s s u e s  t h a t  c o u l d  r o c k  t h e  b o a t .  T h i s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  p e r c e i v e d  b l a n d  

n a t u r e  o f  t h e  n e w s .  I t  a p p e a r e d  t h a t  o n l y  t h e  p r i v i l e g e d  w h e r e  a c t i v e ,  

b o t h  i n  l i v i n g  a n d  i n  d y i n g .  L i f e  o n  t e l e v i s i o n  s e e m e d  t o  b e  a n  a r r a y  o f  

w h o 's  w h o .

The subject S1 in location 8, was watching the news. There was a wedding
i n  v i e w .  T h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  c o u p l e  w a s  n o t  y e t  k n o w n . O f h e r  o w n

v o l i t i o n ,  s h e  r a n  a  c o m m e n ta r y  t o  t h e  v i s u a l  r e p o r t .

"A h  R a s a k i  w a s  t h e r e !  a n d  h i s  w i f e !  L o o k  a t  R o n k e  D a l e y !  . .
. A h w h o 's  c h i l d  i s  i t ?  [ t h e  b r i d e ]  A b e k e  T a i r e ,  h e a d  o f  
s e r v i c e  i n  L a g o s  s t a t e .  . . A ik h o m u  [ t h e  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t ]  t o o  
w a s  t h e r e .  . . "

T h e  n e w s c a s t  f e a t u r e d  t h e  w e d d in g  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  s i s t e r  -  i n  - l a w ,

(4' 30") and two other stories (1'30"; 1' respectively) The subject
l a m e n t e d  t h e  t r e n d  t h a t  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  j u d g e m e n t  r e f l e c t e d .  T h i s  i s  a n

i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  h o w  v i e w e r s  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  v a l u e s  e x p r e s s e d  i n

p r o d u c t i o n  d e c i s i o n s .

" I t ' s  b e c a u s e  s h e  i s  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  s i s t e r  i n  l a w ,  t h a t ' s  w hy 
s h e  w a s  f e a t u r e d .  N ow , s h e  w i l l  t h i n k  s h e ' s  s o m e t h i n g  a n d  
s h e ' s  n o t h i n g .  Oh G o d , h a v e  m e rc y  o n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  ! W h e n e v e r  I  
t h i n k  o f  i t ,  i t ' s  s c a r y .  I  w a s  t e l l i n g  my h u s b a n d  t o d a y  t h a t  
t h e y  h a v e  a  c l u b  i n  o u r  d a u g h t e r ' s  s c h o o l  -  R i c h  m e n ' s  k i d s  
c l u b  . . . "

T h o u g h  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  j u d g e m e n t  w a s  l a m e n t a b l e ,  w h a t  w a s  p r o b a b l y  m o r e

l a m e n t a b l e  w a s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  t r e n d  w a s  r e p e a t e d  i n  t h e  o t h e r

b u l l e t i n s  f o r  t h e  d a y ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Y o r u b a  a n d  E g u n  t r a n s l a t i o n s  w h i c h  

f o l l o w e d  t h e  E n g l i s h  v e r s i o n .  A s c a n  b e  s e e n ,  t h e  t r e n d  w a s  e v e n  m o r e  

r e g r e t t a b l e  b e c a u s e  i t  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  u n d u e  r e g a r d  f o r  w e a l t h  i n  t h e  

s o c i e t y  a t  l a r g e .  A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  v i e w i n g ,  s h e  h a d  n o t  b e e n  a s

b o t h e r e d  w i t h  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  m e s s a g e ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h a t  i n  i t s e l f  h a d

a l s o  b e e n  p r o v o c a t i v e .
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There were very few programmes which SI in location 12 she watched 
consciously. But as illustrated on Day 6 particularly, an announcement 
of death on television was remarkable. The subject chose to draw a 
gloomy picture, out of what she was shown of life. Nothing else had 
caught her attention, but the obituary had.

I n  h e r  v i e w  o f  o t h e r  p r o g r a m m e s  o f  h e r  c h o i c e ,  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  

i n j u s t i c e ,  b e t r a y a l ,  e v i l ,  auid t h e  d i a b o l i c a l  w e r e  d o m i n a n t .  E v e n  f r o m  

t h e  H e a l t h  p ro g ra m m e  w h ic h  s h e  h a d  s t u m b l e d  o n ,  h e r  d e d u c t i o n  w a s  n o t  

o n e  o f  h o p e .  T h e  d i s e a s e  t h a t  w a s  b e i n g  d i s c u s s e d .  A s th m a ,  l a c k e d  a  

c u r e .  T h e  b e s t  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  o f f e r e d  w a s  c o n t r o l  f o r  i t .

Subject SI in location 10 was very highly critical as has been detailed. 
Her views of life as depicted on television were equally as lêunentable. 
Her viewing time was dominated by her lament. The summary of her view 
could very aptly be described as "life is devoid of imagination". She 
also saw particularly from the Yoruba dramas, that "life is dreadful, 
full of chaos, and sorcery, and ill mannered people. Even though there 
were amusing moments, this life was not funny.

P e r h a p s  w h a t  i s  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  o f  h e r  v i e w s  w a s  t h e  t o t a l  d i s r e g a r d  

w h ic h  s h e  h a d  f o r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a s  p e r s o n i f i e d  b y  t h e  p r e s i d e n t .

There were the occasional "good" points which she observed, but even 
this as illustrated by the Christy Essien's music focused on the 
negative aspects of life. The redeeming feature of the particular 
example, was that it presented the message in a fresh way, and on a 
hopeful note. It was able to whip up encouragement for the challenges
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ahead.

On t h e i r  p a r t ,  t h e  p r o d u c e r s  o f  t e l e v i s i o n  p r o g r a m m e s , s e e  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  

c r u s a d e r s  f o r  a  b e t t e r  s o c i e t y  t o  l i v e  i n .  T h e y  t h u s  m a k e  i t  a  d u t y  t o  

h i g h l i g h t  t h e  e v i l s  o f  s o c i e t y ,  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  c h a n g e .  

( S e e  a p p e n d i x  f o r  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  p ro g ra m m e  p r o p o s a l s  a n d  p r o g r a m m e  

o b j e c t i v e s . )  T h e y  a r e  p o i s e d  t o  h i g h l i g h t  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s ,  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  

t h e y  m a y , f o r  e x a m p le ,  b e  a d d r e s s e d ;  ( i n t e r v i e w s  d o c u m e n t a r i e s ,  n e w s ) ;  

t h a t  p e o p l e  m a y  b e  i n f o r m e d  a n d  s o  b e  o n  t h e i r  g u a r d  ( d r a m a ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  l o c a l  d r a m a s ) . H o w e v e r ,  e v e n  w i t h o u t  t h e i r  e m p h a s i s ,  t h e  

v i e w e r s  a r e  a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  n e g a t i v e  o r  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  a s p e c t s  i n  

w h a t  i s  p o r t r a y e d ;  ( m u s i c ,  n e w s ) .

I f  w h a t  t h e  p r o d u c e r s  p r e s e n t  i s  b a d  n e w s ,  a n d  w h a t  t h e  v i e w e r s  s e e ,  i s  

r e a l l y  b a d  n e w s ,  i t  i s  l i t t l e  w o n d e r  t h a t  t h e  v i e w  w h i c h  e m e r g e s  i s  o n e ,  

i n  w h ic h  " e v i l "  h a s  a n  e x a l t e d  p o s i t i o n .  T h e  t r e n d  h a d  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  

t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  r e c e p t i o n .  I f  n o t h i n g  e l s e ,  i t  i s  s u p p o s e d  t o  h a v e  

c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  o b s e r v e d  a p a t h y  a m o n g s t  so m e  t h e  v i e w e r s .  B e s i d e s ,  

t h e r e  i s  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e s e  i m a g e s ,  a r e  e m p lo y e d  i n  n e g o t i a t i n g  e v e r y  

d a y  l i f e ,  h e n c e  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  i t  f u e l s  a  c u l t u r e  

o f  s u s p i c i o n ,  a n d  d i s t r u s t .  T h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  w o r t h y  o f  c l o s e r  

e x a m i n a t i o n .

The Dynamics of Viewing
A b i l i t y  t o  e x a m in e  t h e  d y n a m ic  n a t u r e  o f  t e l e v i s i o n  v i e w i n g  w a s  a  s t r o n g  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  t h i s  s t u d y .  T h e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  c h o s e n  

m e t h o d o l o g y  i s  t h a t  i t  h a s  o p e n e d  u p  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  v i e w i n g ,  a n d  

e x p o s e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  so m e  o f  t h o s e  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  a c t ,  t h a t  h a d  

h i t h e r t o  b e e n  t a k e n  f o r  g r a n t e d .  A l r e a d y  so m e o f  t h e s e  h a v e  b e e n  s h o w n
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to have direct impact on the process of making meaning. In this section, 
some of these will discussed, beginning with a re - conceptualisation of 
viewing.

Types of Viewing
H i t h e r t o ,  i t  h a d  n o t  b e e n  n e c e s s a r y  t o  d e f i n e  v i e w i n g ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  i t  

s u c h  a  com m on p l a c e  p r a c t i c e ,  t h a t  i t  d i d  n o t  r e q u i r e  a n y  d e f i n i t i o n .  

H o w e v e r ,  a s  h a s  b e e n  p o i n t e d  o u t  i n  t h e  i n t r o d u c t o r y  c h a p t e r ,  t h i s  

c o n c e p t  i s  o n e  o f  t h o s e  t h a t  h a d  m a d e  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t e l e v i s i o n  s o  

p r o b l e m a t i c .

McLuhann's (1964) qualification of television as a cool medium, should 
be seen as the earliest indicator that this concept requires closer 
consideration. He had made the point that television does not always 
attract the viewer's full attention. This already suggests that viewing 
is variable. Observations in this study confirm that the variations in 
the act should be given due consideration in research, because it helps 
us understand the issues of access, and participation, which affect the 
reception of the message.

Going by the observations, there are basically 3 modes of viewing - 
Determined/Deliberate; Chequered; Incidental.

Determined viewing is the mode in which the viewer having decided to 
watch the programme, pays full attention to it. This is the mode of 
viewing that is usually assumed in the discussion of television 
practices.

In this mode, the viewer is usually settled before the set; either
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s i t t i n g  o r  l y i n g  d o w n ; s t a n d i n g  u p ,  p e r c h e d  o r  l e a n i n g  o n  a v a i l a b l e  

s p a c e .  T h e  p o s t u r e  w h ic h  i s  a s s u m e d  d o e s  n o t  r e a l l y  m a t t e r  v e r y  m u ch  a s  

t h i s  m a y  d e p e n d  o n  o t h e r  f a c t s .  W h a t  i s  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  i s  t h e  

d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  t h e  u n h i n d e r e d  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  a t t e n d  t o  t h e  

p r o g r a m m e .

W i th  t h e  C h e q u e r e d  m ode o f  v i e w i n g ,  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  u s u a l l y  a  d e s i r e  t o  

w a t c h  t h e  p r o g r a m m e ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  n o t  m a t c h e d  b y  a t t e n t i o n .  T h e r e  i s  

u s u a l l y  a n o t h e r  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  r e q u i r e s  a n d  t h u s  r e s e r v e s  so m e  o f  t h e  

v i e w e r ' s  a t t e n t i o n .  T h e  h i n d r a n c e  m ay b e  f r o m  t h e  v i e w e r ,  t h e  v i e w e r ' s  

c o n t e x t ,  t h e  v i e w i n g  c o n t e x t ,  o r  e v e n  f r o m  t h e  p r o g ra m m e  i t s e l f .  F o r  

e x a m p l e ,  n o  m a t t e r  how  s t r o n g  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  w a t c h  t h e  p r o g ra m m e  i s ,  

t h e r e  i s  a  s t r o n g e r  p u l l ,  w h e n  o n e  h a s  t o  a t t e n d  t o  a  c a l l  o f  n a t u r e ;  a  

t e l e p h o n e  c a l l ;  a  s i c k  r e l a t i v e ;  r u m p u s  a t  t h e  d o o r s t e p ;  o r  e v e n  a  

p r o v o c a t i v e  s t a t e m e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o g r a m m e .  S u c h  a  p r o v o c a t i o n  n e e d  n o t  

b e  v e r b a l  e x p r e s s i o n s  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m m e .  I t  c o u l d  b e  v i s u a l ,  o r  t e c h n i c a l  

o r  e v e n  a e s t h e t i c .  T h e  n a t u r e  a n d  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  c o m p e t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  

m ay  d e t e r m i n e  i n  how  m any  b u r s t s  t h e  v i e w i n g  i s  d o n e .

O n c e  a g a i n ,  t h e  p o s t u r e  t h a t  t h e  v i e w e r  a s s u m e s  i s  n o t  a l w a y s  a  r e l e v a n t  

i n d i c a t o r  o f  t h e  m o d e . W h a t m a t t e r s  i s  t h a t  t h e  v i e w e r  i s  d r i f t i n g  i n  

a n d  o u t  o f  t h e  v i e w i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a i n t  t o  n o t e ,  t h a t  w h i l s t  

s o m e  o f  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  p h y s i c a l ,  so m e  a r e  m e n t a l ,  a n d  l e s s  r e a d i l y  

o b s e r v a b l e .  F o r  e x a m p le  t h e  v i e w e r  c o u l d  b e  e n g a g e d  i n  d e e p  s o b e r  

t h o u g h t s ,  o r  i n  m e n t a l  c a l c u l a t i o n s .

O f t e n  t h e r e  m a y  b e  s e v e r a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  o c c u r r i n g  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y ,  

h i n d e r i n g  t h e  a c t  o f  v i e w i n g .  T h i s  o n l y  g o e s  t o  c o n f i r m  t h e  d y n a m ic  

n a t u r e  o f  t h e  a c t  o f  v i e w i n g .
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Incidental Viewing is the mode which described that, which for long, has 
captured the "mindless viewer" because of the way in which the set is 
used. The set is often left on, as a source of room ambience; as a 
companion; as a time keeper; as a tension "diffuser". It is thus 
possible for the viewer who is within viewing or hearing range, to be 
exposed to the aspects of programming which must necessarily fleet 
across the screen. Such viewers usually had not made any conscious 
decision to watch. It is usually not pre-planned.

The nature of the viewing makes it particularly interesting. Because the 
viewing had not been planned, the viewers are usually unguarded. Even 
when they are sceptical, that they are pulled into the programme is an 
indication that their curiosity had been aroused. This attitude affects 
their negotiation of the meaning.

This sort of viewing is the kind that readily generates conversations. 
Questions may be asked where possible to clarify or direct the attention 
of others to the source of the attraction. Such questions as "Who is 
this?" "why are they dressed so?" "What are they fighting about?" The 
attraction could be anything from a (visual) gesture to a (verbal) 
utterance. It could be due to familiarity, or even strangeness of the 
feature.

The conscious interest in the programme may be momentary. However, 
continued exposure to the programme may facilitate the viewer's ability 
to follow it through. It is also possible, that the viewer may be pulled 
into the programme. Once the viewer has been pulled into the programme, 
the mode of viewing may change to any one of the above. The
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classification of the different modes of viewing may not always be 
totally discrete. There may be points of overlap.

As has been pointed out earlier, the modes of viewing can actually be 
influenced by other dynamics in the course of viewing. These have also 
been largely unresearched due to constraints of methodology. Yet, it is 
important that these be understood as well, if viewing practices are to 
be understood.

The danger of not understanding these may be demonstrated in the failure 
of government funded communal centres. The fact for instance, that the 
viewing centre (at Akaka, near Sagamu) was not patronised, stems partly 
from the fact that television was confused with cinema. The viewing 
centre was purpose built, like a cinema house. There is no other 
attraction in the building other than the television sets. But 
television is not cinema, the reception practices for both are different 
even if there are any similarities. This illustrates why the dynamics of 
viewing has to be understood. We need to know what directs viewing. For 
instance we need to know what could facilitate or what will hinder 
viewing; if people will go out of their way to view television. Some of 
the residents of Akaka for example, were not prepared to leave the 
comfort of their homes to go and watch television in the centre. They 
considered such a person who would make such a deliberate effort, to be 
one who lacks ambition. This attitude cannot be taken as an indication 
of their behaviour at the set, under different circumstances. The above 
discussion should have illustrated that. There are also several concrete 
examples in the preceding section. It is thus essential that the varying 
circumstances that were observed be analysed to see the variables at 
work. The following is a discussion of those other variables which were
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conspicuously directing viewing practices.

T h e  C u l t u r a l  F ra m e w o rk

The study set out to examine possible contrasts in the dynamics of
viewing in varying viewing contexts; between family and communal 
viewing contexts. Of the 12 subjects studied 8 can be considered to be 
family settings. However the reality of the viewing situation as
observed is that even in those familial settings, there was a ready 
elasticity in the classification of the viewing contexts. Certain 
traits, which have a bearing on this have been identified.

The fact that guests are welcome any time, without notice, and have no 
constraints on the length of their visits, is very important. In fact 
the word "guest" should be read with caution as the "guests" very often 
are members of the extended family, or neighbours who are considered to 
be "family by proxy". The culture encourages the open house hospitality 
and this is illustrated in the saying which when translated to English 
means

"A body should not flee/avoid another body."

Guests are often told to feel at home as they cannot be considered
strangers. Probably the most appropriate idiom that illustrates the
point is that which means -

"One who lives alone in his parlour (one who uses his parlour
alone) is an animal."

In other words, such a person who is intolerant of company can only be 
equated with an animal. This type of thinking is exemplified by the 
owner of one of the communal sets, location 1 who said - 

"I cannot watch all the programmes by myself."
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w h i l s t  t h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n  h o l d s  t r u e  f o r  a l l  t h e  f a m i l i e s ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t o  

b e  m o re  p r o m i n e n t ,  i n  a  h i g h e r  d e g r e e  i n  t h e  m o r e  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  l e s s  

e d u c a t e d  s e t t i n g s  ( 1 ,  2 ,  5 )

Social Roles
A variation to this trend are those subjects who by virtue of their 
roles, have to maintain an open house - the seamstress who works from 
home; the minister / principal's wife; the opinion leader (area mummy) 
who had grown children who also brought home their guests. These ones in 
addition to having the traditional values of hospitality, by the 
definition of their roles, also have to host a never - ending stream
of guests. Communal viewing was thus encouraged. The clinic is another
example of such a location.

Living arrangement
Another factor that contributes to how discriminatory the access to a 
set is, is the living arrangement. This pattern again seems to coincide 
with the socio-cultural positioning of the subjects.

The subjects who are more traditional, and who live in the more 
traditional (the older) sections of town, in houses where there are 
several families occupying the different rooms, had a higher incidence 
of communal viewing, (location 1, 2)

The pattern may be a result of the overcrowding that is inevitable in
such accommodation.

Besides the fact that the architectural design of the homes facilitate
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the flow of human traffic, it also has a direct bearing on the 
occurrence on various forms of viewing as has been discussed. The above 
illustration does not necessarily describe the total pattern of 
reception. Whilst the incidence of communal viewing may have been high, 
the total amount of television viewing in locations 1, and 2, was much 
less compared to the locations with moderate or low rating.

The cramped nature of the rooms in such places, meant that the 
inhabitants spent more time outdoors. The occurrence of incidental 
viewing was thus reduced in those locations. Their viewing was more 
deliberate.

T a b l e  C o m p a r a t i v e  r a t i n g  o f  i n c i d e n c e  o f  c o m m u n a l v i e w i n g

F a m i l y T y p e  o f  r e s i d e n c e R a t i n g

*8 Detached house 
(large owner - occupier house)

Low

#3 Detached house in a company's 
residential estate

Moderate

#12 Block of flats in close proximity 
to a police barracks.

Moderate

#5 Close clustered boy's quarters
#1 "Palace" courts with room letting

arrangement
#2 Family house with several brothers and

their families co-haüaiting

Moderate
High

High

Having identified a possible correlation between architectural design 
and flow of guests, a caveat has to be highlighted. This is the fact 
that individual personalities may mitigate, in some circumstances. For 
example, a more outgoing person may have less inhibitions about leaving
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her own set, to watch with a friend, or neighbour, whereas a more 
reserved person may exercise more restraint, even in the absence of a 
personal set. Even in the light of this, it is still important to 
highlight the prevalence of the communal context in the course of the 
observation.

Macro-economic situation
The macro - economic situation had a strong impact on the viewers. This 
subsequently affected the disposition which featured prominently in the 
observed response, attitudes to television viewing. There were several 
responses which expressed this, but they are aptly summed by one 
proverbial response -

"A happy mind evokes a pleasable disposition."

Many respondents were unimpressed / unconcerned about television because 
they had more pressing needs. This was expressed in the way they 
prioritised their activities. Television viewing was not considered to 
be very profitable. This explains the trend of responses which ended up, 
expressing other inadequacies, like the following.

"We do not have time for television these days."
"The market is poor."
"We are not happy."

This trend may suggest that the viewers as a result, would be more 
critical in the reception of the amount of viewing which they engage in.

Besides shaping the attitude, the economy also moulded the viewer's use 
of time. The biting effect of inflation on the family's income had had a 
greater demand on the women's time. For example, none of the subjects
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studied, was a housewife. Each person irrespective of age, education, or 
social position engaged in some form of business or the other. They were 
often engaged in a combination of pursuits. The striving cut across the 
various social positions represented in the study.

Table Occupational and social roles.
#1

Queen/wife
Mother/grandmother
Trader

#2 #3
Mother/wife Wife /mother
Kola trader Government farm officer 
Mill operator Trader

#4
Wife/mother/in -law
Teacher
Student

#5 #6
Maid Wife/mother

Trainee seamstress Teacher
Active church member

#7 #8 #9
Nurses on duty Wife/mother Wife/mother
Acc[uaintances/friends High sch. principal Hostess
Administrators Proprietor of Schools Hospital Adminis.
Social observers* Assistant hospital manager Counsellor
Traders Church leader 

Social leader
Social leader

# 1 0
Youth Corper
Teacher
Trader

#11
Family breadwinner 
Mother/daughter/father 
Wife (by proxy)

Engaged spinster Agric quarantine officer

#12 
Wife/mother 
Seamstress 
Trader 

Applicant(Enumerator) 
Aspiring contractor

* The social observers are those individuals who were "guests" in 
the location, whose comments were referred to in the study.

The effect of this matrix of roles, tells on the amount of time, and the 
nature of temperaments within which television programmes are received. 
A combination of these, is actually what underlies the way the messages 
is perceived.

There is another suggestion arising from this picture. It is that, the 
television service, as it was being run at the time, did not offer a
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palliative remedy for the plight of the people. This also affected the 
type of response they gave to it. The most interesting point in this 
particular trend of discussion, is the viewers' interpretation of time. 
This expands the concept to encompass relevance. The cOxDve table 
illustrates how a viewer may be so pre-occupied, with the different, 
demanding roles. One thus finds, that there is an expression of values 
embedded in the definition of "time".

Time is reckoned as opportunity, and a cost is put on viewing. It is 
evaluated according to the viewer's frame of reference.

The viewer's experience in this regard, comprises of that which she 
knows or anticipates she has to grapple with, within the larger social 
structure; and that which television itself has to offer. Therefore, the 
reputation of programmes go before; the programme is weighed up against 
other activities that could be performed. Hence situations where a 
"viewer" would rather attend a crusade meeting; or visit a sick or 
bereaved friend; or simply sit and chat and watch the sun go down.

On the other hand, a viewer could deafen her ears to her baby's cries, 
or take a break from selling her wares to watch what is considered to be 
interesting enough. Time thus becomes an expression of interest.

This analysis was necessitated by the perceived apathy to television 
service generally, and the number of responses which attributed this to 
"time". The intricacies which are often embedded in the 
conceptualisation of "time" suggest that care should be taken when 
dealing with this issue, more so as it is so prominent in the process of 
reception.
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PICTURE 17

6.00 p.m. and Oja Oba market Sagamu is filling up. 

Notice the number of women who are buying and selling,



T h i s  i s  a n o t h e r  r e a s o n  w hy o n l y  a  m e t h o d o lo g y  t h a t  ca m  u n e a r t h  t h e  

h i d d e n  f a c e s  o f  s u c h  p e r t i n e n t  c o n c e p t s ,  c a n  h o p e  t o  u n d e r s t a m d  t h e  

p r o b l e m  o f  a u d i e n c e  r e c e p t i o n .

Time
D ue t o  i t s  i m p o r t a n c e ,  t h e  " t i m e  f a c t o r "  d e s e r v e s  f u r t h e r  c o m m e n t .  I n  

M a r k e t i n g ,  a  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  m a d e  b e t w e e n  t h e  in c o m e  o f  a  c o n s u m e r  a n d  

t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  i t  w h i c h  i s  a c t u a l l y  a t  h i s  d i s p o s a l  t o  s p e n d  

( d i s p o s a b l e  i n c o m e ) . A c a r e f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  i s  i m p o r t a n t  i n  

m a k in g  d e c i s i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r ’ s  v a l u e  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t ,  a n d  t h a t  

w h ic h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  w i l l  p l a c e  o n  i t .  T h i s  i s  j u s t  o n e  o f  t h e  m any  

v a r i a b l e s  t h a t  m ay c o n t r i b u t e  i n  m a k in g  a  p o t e n t i a l  c o n s u m e r  a  p o t e n t i a l  

c u s t o m e r .

T h i s  s o r t  o f  d i s t i n c t i o n  s h o u l d  l i k e w i s e  b e  m a d e  i n  P r o g r a m m in g . 

D i s t i n c t i o n s  s h o u l d  b e  m a d e  o n  t h e  t i m e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  p o t e n t i a l  v i e w e r s ,  

w h e n  c o n s i d e r i n g  w h a t  w i l l  m ove  s u c h  p e r s o n s  t o  b e c o m e  a c t u a l  v i e w e r s .

T h i s  i s  a l s o  a  w ay  o f  r e c k o n i n g  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m m e s ,  a n d  t h e i r  

p o s i t i o n  o n  t h e  s c h e d u l e s .  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  t i m e  w h ic h  v i e w e r s  h a v e ,  

b e c o m e s  e v e n  m o r e  v i t a l .

" T im e "  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  r e c e p t i o n  m ay b e  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  tw o  w a y s .

( i )  t h e  f r e e  t i m e  a t  v i e w e r ’ s  d i s p o s a l  i . e .  f r e e  f r o m  d u t i e s  

a r i s i n g  f r o m  h e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  h e r  s o c i a l  o r  o c c u p a t i o n a l  

r o l e s .

( i i )  t h e  a c t u a l  t i m e  t h a t  i s  e x p e n d e d  o n  v i e w i n g  t e l e v i s i o n .
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w h i l s t  ( i )  i s  t h e  l e i s u r e  t i m e  w h ic h  t h e  p e r s o n  h a s ,  w h ic h  c a n  b e  

e q u a t e d  w i t h  t h e  a c t u a l  in c o m e  i n  o u r  m a r k e t i n g  p a r a l l e l ,  ( i i )  i s  

s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  e x p e n d a b l e  i n c o m e .  On o c c a s i o n s  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  

a c t u a l  t i m e  o f  v i e w i n g  ( a s  w i t h  a c t u a l  e x p e n d i t u r e ) ,  c o u l d  b e  h i g h e r  

t h a n  a v a i l a b l e  l e i s u r e  t i m e .  T h i s  i s  e n c o u r a g e d  b y  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  

p r o g r a m m e ( s ) . F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  v i e w e r  i s  m o re  l i k e l y  t o  " c r e a t e "  o r  

" b o r r o w "  t i m e  t o  w a t c h  a  s p e c i a l ,  w h ic h  s h e  k n o w s  i s  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  b e  

r e p e a t e d .

T h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  m i n d f u l  o f  t h e  

s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  v i e w e r ' s  t i m e .  I t  c o n s i d e r s  w h a t  e l s e  t h e  v i e w e r  c o u l d  

b e  d o i n g  w i t h  h e r  t i m e ;  w h a t  s h e  h a s  g i v e n  u p  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  

v i e w i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  I t  r e c o g n i s e s  t h e  d y n a m ic  n a t u r e  o f  t e l e v i s i o n  

r e c e p t i o n .  I t  t h u s  a c c o u n t s  f o r  t h e  d u r a t i o n  a n d  q u a l i t y  o f  t i m e  s p e n t  

a t t e n d i n g  t o  a  p r o g r a m m e .

T h e s e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  w o u ld  h a v e  d i r e c t  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  p r o g r a m m e r s '  

s c h e d u l i n g  p r a c t i c e s .

R e p e t i t i o n  a n d  r e p l i c a t i o n

A s i l l u s t r a t e d  a b o v e ,  a n o t h e r  f a c t o r  w h ic h  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  v i e w i n g  

p a t t e r n  i s  t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  r e p e t i t i o n  o r  r e p l i c a t i o n  o f  p r o g r a m m e s .  

T h e r e  m ay b e  l e s s  u r g e n c y ,  ( m o t i v a t i o n )  t o  w a t c h  a  p r o g ra m m e  w h ic h  w o u ld  

l i k e l y  b e  r e p e a t e d .  T h e  n e e d  t o  m a k e  t i m e  i n  s u c h  a n  i n s t a n c e  i s  

r e d u c e d .

S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a  p r o g ra m m e  i s  a  r e p l i c a  o f  so m e  o t h e r s ,  d o e s  

n o t  f a c i l i t a t e  v i e w i n g ,  u n l e s s  a  d i s t i n c t ,  a n d  s t r o n g  a t t r a c t i o n  h a s  

b e e n  i n t r o d u c e d .
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T h i s  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  t h e  f o r m u l a  t y p e  p r o g r a m m e s .  I n  t h e  

s t u d y ,  t h e  n e w s ,  a n d  t h e  Y o r u b a  d r a m a s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  e v o k e d  s u c h  

r e s p o n s e s .  T h e  p r e v a l e n t  a t t i t u d e  w a s  o n e  o f  -  

" Y o u ’v e  s e e n  o n e ,  y o u 'v e  s e e n  th e m  a l l . "

T h i s  h a s  s e r i o u s  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  p ro g ra m m e  p r o d u c e r s .  T h e r e  i s  t h e  n e e d  

f o r  f r e s h n e s s  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m m e s .  T h e  v i e w e r s  h a v e  t o  b e  w o o e d ,  n o t  t o  b e  

t a k e n  f o r  g r a n t e d .

Constitution of the Audience Group
H a v in g  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  p r e v a l e n c e ,  a n d  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  c o m m u n a l n a t u r e  

o f  v i e w i n g ,  o n e  cam  e x p e c t  t h a t  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  a u d i e n c e  g r o u p  

h a s  a  b e a r i n g  o n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  r e c e p t i o n .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  a n  a t t e m p t  

t o  d e s c r i b e  h o w  t h i s  h a p p e n s .

The range of discourses available within the groups could determine how 
the group behaves, as earlier studies (Morley, 1980) had shown. The 
bargaining and conversation which necessarily occurs in such groups 
contributes to the dynamic nature of viewing. The relationship could be 
complex. For example, the representation of a subculture within a group 
does not presume that it is given a voice. It is the nature of the 
relationship(s) within the groups that determines how the group behaves.

C o n v i v i a l i t y  a n d  f a m i l i a r i t y  i n  a  " f o r m a l "  g r o u p  c a n  m a k e  i t  l e s s  f o r m a l  

t h a n  a n  " i n f o r m a l "  g r o u p  w h ic h  l a c k s  t h o s e  q u a l i t i e s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  

v a r i o u s  c o n s t i t u e n t s  i n  a  g r o u p  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  t a k e n  f o r  g r a n t e d .

A s t r a i n e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  a  c o u p l e ,  e v e n  i f  i t  b e  t e m p o r a r y ,  c a n
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so u r th e  v iew in g  e x p e rie n c e , and th e  e x p e c te d  o r  assum ed flow  o f 

in te r p e r s o n a l  com m unication, which g iv e s  l i f e  to  a v iew ing  g roup , i s  n o t 

o b se rv ed . (#4)

In  some homes, c h i ld r e n  a re  s t i l l  to  be seen  and n o t h e a rd . The e ld e r  

h as th e  v e to  power, even i f  n o t th e  rem ote c o n t r o l .  [Re. lo c a t io n  11]

On th e  o th e r  hand a boss may be so  chummy w ith  h i s  em ployees, t h a t  th e  

t r a d i t i o n a l l y  ex p ec ted  b a r r i e r s  a re  b roken  down and th e  s o c ia l  gap i s  

c lo s e d .  T h is  in  tu rn  a f f e c t s  th e  b eh av io u r o f such  a group  b e fo re  th e  

s e t .  [Re. lo c a t io n  7]

C o n s id e rin g  th e  c o n s t i tu t i o n  and b eh av io u r o f  th e  g roup i s  im p o rta n t in  

th a t  i t  h as  a  d i r e c t  b e a r in g  on what i s  ta k e n  to  and w hat i s  ta k e n  away 

from th e  t e l e v i s i o n .  T his i s  r e f l e c t e d  f o r  exam ple in  th e  c h o ic e  o f what 

i s  w atched . The above e x p la in s  why i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  o f f e r  any h a rd  and 

f a s t  r u le s  ab o u t group b e h a v io u r . I t  i s  dynam ic and any f u tu r e  s tu d ie s  

o f au d ien ce  r e c e p t io n  must g iv e  i t  due c o n s id e r a t io n .

T here a re  u s u a l ly  v a ry in g  i n t e r e s t s  p r e s e n t  in  a g ro u p . The dom inant 

v o ic e  te n d s  to  be th e  a r b i t e r  when n o t s a t i s f y i n g  v e s te d  i n t e r e s t .  

O b se rv a tio n  showed th a t  th e  dom inant v o ic e  u s u a l ly  was t h a t  o f  th e  

e l d e s t ,  b e c a u s e  o f th e  c u l t u r a l  d e f e r e n c e  t o  a g e .  T h is  was ev en  

a c c e p ta b le ,  w here th e  e ld e s t  was n o t th e  owner o f  th e  s e t ,  and so  was 

s e l f  r e s p e c t in g ;  and m odestly  d e f e r r in g  to  th e  c h o ic e  o f  th e  r e a l  owners 

o f th e  s e t .  [Re. Day 5, lo c a t io n  1]

At some o th e r  tim es  th e  e ld e r  la ck ed  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  v ie w in g . At such 

tim es  th e  "m in o rity "  i n t e r e s t s  a re  s e rv e d . Sometimes i t  was t h a t  th e
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e ld e r  la c k e d  th e  knowledge o r  com petence to  make a  d e c i s io n .  Power to  

choose th u s  e v o lv e s  from th e  bandwagon, o r  from th e  one who i s  most 

know ledgeable ab o u t th e  programme. In  such  a  c a se  th e  d e te rm in a n t o f 

power i s  no lo n g e r  age b u t knowledge.

On th e  w hole, th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  au d ien ce  te n d s  to  d e te rm in e  what th e

medium i s  to  them . T h is  n a tu re ,  i s  a f f e c te d  by th e  p la c e  o r  th e  p o s i t i o n

o f th e  members in  th e  l a r g e r  s o c ia l  sy stem . The v ie w e rs ' p o s i t i o n  in

th e  l a r g e r  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  d e te r m in e s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t h a t  th ey  have. I t  a ls o  d i r e c t s  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s ,  w hich, 

a s  has been d is c u s s e d , come to g e th e r  a t  th e  v iew ing  lo c a t io n .

The v iew ing  lo c a t io n

The p o in t  has a lre a d y  been  made re g a rd in g  how th e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e s ig n  

o f th e  v iew ing  lo c a t io n ,  encourages th e  fo rm a tio n  of g ro u p s . T here  a r e  

o th e r  a s p e c ts  o f th e  v iew ing  lo c a t io n  w hich w i l l  c o n s id e re d  h e re ,  as  

th e y  c o n t r ib u te  to  th e  dynam ics o f v iew ing , e s p e c ia l ly  when th e  v a r ia b le  

n a tu re  o f  v iew ing  i s  c o n s id e re d .

Whereas th e  c o n t r ib u t io n  o f programme q u a l i t i e s  tow ards th e  s o - c a l l e d  

"m in d less"  a c t  o f  v iew ing  a r e  more r e a d i ly  re c o g n ise d , th e  im pact o f  th e  

v iew ing  lo c a t io n  i s  seldom  id e n t i f i e d .  The o b s e rv a tio n s  show th a t  th e r e  

i s  need to  c o n s id e r  t h i s .

The arrangem ent o f  a room, th e  "com fort"  o f a  room, th e  p o s i t i o n  o f th e  

s e t  a l l  c o n t r ib u te  to  th e  e a se  w ith  which a programme i s  r e c e iv e d .  In  

o th e r  words, th e y  a r e  reckoned  a s  th e  c o s t  o f th e  v iew ing  e x p e r ie n c e .

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  th a t  th e  TV s e t  was a c e n t r a l  p ie c e  o f f u r n i t u r e  in
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a l l  th e  lo c a tio n s /h o m e s  o b se rv ed . The TV s e t  was a r e fe re n c e  p o in t  in  

th e  f lo o r  p la n .  The arrangem en t o f o th e r  item s g r a v i ta te d  around i t .  The 

s e t  was alw ays p la c e d  in  such  a way t h a t  a l l  o r  most p eo p le  in  th e  room 

cou ld  be w ith in  th e  v iew ing  ra n g e .

In  some in s ta n c e s ,  th e  d in in g  room a d jo in e d  th e  l iv in g  a re a ,  and th e  TV 

cou ld  s t i l l  be seen . In  some in s ta n c e s  5) th e re  was no s e p a r a te

d in in g  a re a  a t  a l l .  O ften  tim es  th e  d in in g  t a b l e ,  even in  th o s e  homes 

where i t  was p r e s e n t ,  was n o t u sed . The m eals where sim ply  b ro u g h t to  

th e  v iew er in  f r o n t  o f th e  s e t .  T h is p a r t i a l l y  e x p la in s  th e  p u l l  on th e  

v iew er to  view  " m in d le s s ly " .

In a situation, for example, where the viewer is being waited upon 
either by the maid or the children, there is the chance of becoming so 
comfortable before the set that viewing is encouraged.

This b r in g s  to  mind th e  com fo rt o f th e  s e a t s .  T h is  d e te rm in e s  th e  le n g th  

o f tim e w hich a v iew er can s i t  f o r ,  b e fo re  g e t t in g  f a t ig u e d .  W hether a 

meal has been  had o r  n o t ,  th e  com fo rt o f s i t t i n g  in  a  "TV room" 

c o n t r ib u te s  to  th e  ty p e  auid amount o f u se  to  w hich th e  s e t  i s  p u t .  These 

p o in ts  a r e  w e ll i l l u s t r a t e d  in  lo c a t io n  11 where th e  m other comes in  

from work and slumps in  th e  c h a i r .  With s e v e ra l  c h i ld r e n  to  w a it on h e r ,  

and w ith  th e  freedom of h e r  own p r iv a c y  (no dom inant male p re se n c e  t h a t  

co u ld  m oderate  h e r  b e h a v io u r) ,  she o f te n  made h e r s e l f  more c o m fo rta b le  

in  f r o n t  o f  th e  s e t .  She c o u ld  th e r e f o r e  lounge in  th e  s o fa  h av in g  

propped h e r  head up w ith  a  p il lo w  b ro u g h t from th e  bedroom, she was s e t  

to  view o r  s le e p  a s  th e  s i t u a t i o n  demanded. For t h i s  s u b je c t ,  a l l  o f h e r  

m eals were b ro u g h t to  h e r  b e fo re  th e  s e t .  T h is  i s  eye c a tc h in g ,  and 

w h ile  i t  may su g g e s t a r e a c t io n  to  th e  r e s e a r c h e r 's  p re se n c e , we m ust
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remember th e  v a ry in g  c u l tu r a l  d i c t a t e s  ab o u t th e  u se  o f  sp ace . T h e re fo re

i t  need  n o t be s tra n g e  t h a t  a perso n  can  a p p ro p r ia te  sp ace  a s  need

dem ands.

The c o n v e rse  o f th e  above, i s  th a t  th e  d isc o m fo rt in  a TV room may 

c u r t a i l  th e  tendency  to  d r i f t  a long  w ith  th e  programme flow . T his was 

v e ry  e v id e n t  in  lo c a t io n s  #1 & #2 where b ecause  th e  rooms w ere r e a d i ly  

crowded and unco m fo rtab le , th e  r e s id e n t s  sp e n t more tim e o u ts id e  in  th e  

open, even a t  n ig h t .  They r e a l l y  on ly  came in d o o rs  to  s le e p  o r  a t te n d  to  

o th e r  p e r f e c t ly  p r iv a te  m a t te r s . Such l i v in g  p a t t e r n s  te n d  to  be h a b i t  

form ing  su ch  th a t  even in  th e  even t o f a c q u ir in g  a more co m fo rtab le  

h o u s e ,  t h e  p a t t e r n  may s t i l l  be  e v i d e n t  a s  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  

g randm other in  lo c a t io n  #11.

A nother i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f t h i s  p o in t  i s  found a ls o  in  lo c a t io n  #11.

B ecause o f th e  h e a t and th e  m osquitoes a t t r a c t e d  by a b la c k  o u t ,

co n seq u en t to  a c u t in  p u b lic  power su p p ly , s u b je c ts  d r i f t e d  away from 

th e  l i v in g  room, (and th u s  th e  s e t ) .  Some o f them moved to  more 

"c o m fo rta b le "  p a r t s  o f th e  f l a t  th e re b y , th e y  d r i f t e d  o f f  to  s le e p .  They 

th u s  m issed  th e  programme which th ey  had been e x p e c tin g .

L o c a tio n  #9, i s  a n o th e r example of how th e  s i t t i n g  arrangem ent a t  th e  

d in n in g  t a b l e ,  was in f lu e n c e d  by th e  a b i l i t y  to  see  th e  s e t .  However, 

f o r  th e  m other (S I) ,  th e re  were o th e r  c o n s id e ra t io n s  to  which sh e  

d e f e r r e d .  She th u s  ended up, b e in g  th e  one who s a t ,  w ith  h e r  back to  th e  

s e t .  For h e r ,  fa c in g  h e r  husband was more im p o rta n t, th a n  s e e in g  th e  s e t  

e s p e c i a l l y  a s  h e r  r o u t in e ,  may p re v e n t h e r  from w atch ing  th e  programme 

in  i t s  e n t i r e t y  anyway. She a ls o  d id  n o t want to  " s t ru g g le "  w ith  th e  

c h i ld r e n  fo r  a van tage  s e a t .  She d id  n o t want to  deny th e  c h i ld r e n  th e
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p le a s u re  o f  w atch in g . T h is example goes to  show th a t  th e  p o in t s  

m entioned h e r e  work to g e th e r .  Sometimes a g a in s t  one a n o th e r .  I t  i s  such  

t h a t  make th e  a c t  o f v iew ing  a dynamic one.

In  one o f  th e  lo c a t io n s ,  th e  t e l e v i s i o n  was o f te n  l e f t  on w ith  no

p a r t i c u l a r  p e rso n  w atch ing  i t ,  and fo r  no s p e c i f i c  re a s o n . T h is  a p p e a rs

to  be a r e s u l t  o f fa m ily /g ro u p  view ing (#3 & #11). Each p e rso n  assum es

th a t  some o th e r  p e rso n  may be in t e r e s t e d  in  som ething e l s e  t h a t  may be 

coming, and so  th e  s e t  i s  l e f t  on . Nobody ta k e s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  

sw itc h in g  o f f  th e  s e t .  Indeed , w ith  th e  movement th ro u g h  o r  by th e

s i t t i n g  room, some programmes do c a tc h  th e  a t t e n t io n  o f some p e r s o n ( s ) ,  

who th e n  may d e c id e  to  w atch. T his i s  a n o th e r  way in  w hich th e  v iew ing  

lo c a t io n  in f lu e n c e s  t e l e v i s io n  v iew ing . In  th e  ev en t t h a t  th e re  i s  no 

p assag e  th ro u g h  th e  room in  which th e  s e t  i s  to  be found, such

in c id e n ta l  v iew in g  may be red u ced . But in  a l l  th e  lo c a t io n s  s tu d ie d ,  th e  

TV was n o t p la c e d  in  a s e p a ra te  o r s p e c ia l  room. There was no d i s t i n c t  

space  f o r  v ie w in g . There were no s e p a ra te  fam ily ; l i v in g ;  o r  s i t t i n g

room s.

The Television Culture
A nother p o in t  w hich th e  above b r in g s  to  mind, i s  one t h a t  w i l l  be

d e s c r ib e d  h e re  a s  th e  "TV c u l t u r e " . W hile p re v a le n t  in  c e r t a i n  homes i t  

i s  r e l a t i v e l y  a b se n t in  o th e r s .  Hence in  some homes, s w itc h in g  on th e  

t e l e v i s i o n  i s  a lm ost an unconscious h a b i t  (#3, #11, #9) w hereas in  some 

o th e r  homes, i t  i s  a d e l ib e r a t e  g e s tu re  (#2, #1 ). T h is  t r e n d  i s ,  in  

i t s e l f  r e f l e c t s  some o th e r  f a c to r s  -  th e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  l e i s u r e  tim e ; 

r e a d y  a c c e s s  t o  a s e t ;  t h e  f a m i l i a r i t y  w ith  TV c o d e s ,  w h ich  i s

encouraged  by th e  i n t e n s i t y  o f u se  o f th e  TV, and exp o su re  to  o th e r  

r e l a t e d  te c h n o lo g y , and media l i k e  v id e o , m agazines, books.
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In  some fa m ilie s ,  th e re  was a s s is ta n c e  w ith d a ily  ro u tin e s  e i th e r  coming 

from dependents o r s e rv a n ts , o r from th e  tech n o lo g ica l lab o u r/tim e  

saving a id s .  Such o ffe re d  r e l i e f  on th e  burden which m e n ^ rs  of th e  

household p a r t i c u la r ly  th e  women cuid c h ild re n  had to  b ea r. I t  a ls o  

co n trib u ted  to  th e  TV c u l tu re  in  th e  homes. Because they do no t have as 

much cho res, th e re  was u su a lly  more tim e to  watch te le v is io n .

In  th e se  such homes, ( fo r  example lo c a tio n  3 ), th e i r  exposure, th e i r  

t a s t e s ,  t h e i r  a s p ira t io n s ,  made te le v is io n  more re le v a n t to  them. As a 

r e s u l t ,  even when the  a v a ila b le  se rv ic e  was not re le v a n t, th e  tendency 

was to  endure whatever was on, even i f  i t  was to  be l e f t  in  th e  

background. This may be because they had a lready  formed th e  h a b i t  of 

watching te le v is io n .  So they scanned a v a ila b le  channels, b idd ing  tim e 

t i l l  some more accep tab le  programme m a te ria l comes on. As a f in a l  

a l te r n a t iv e ,  where p o s s ib le , such view ers a lso  employed th e  a l te r n a t iv e  

se rv ic e s  to  te le v is io n ,  very  o f te n  th e  video or audio c a s s e t te  p la y e rs . 

They had expressed  th e  d e s ire  to  subsc rib e  to  s a t e l l i t e  tran sm issio n . 

The range of op tions  becomes w ider, in  th e  event th a t  th i s  became 

a v a ila b le .

I t  i s  in te r e s t in g  th a t  o f th e  12 lo c a tio n s  s tu d ie d , only 4 d id  no t have 

ready access to  a video machine. (One of t h i s  i s  the  c l in ic  which i s  no t 

r e s id e n t i a l . )  In  th e  o th e r th re e  lo c a tio n s , th e  younger ones, (between 

teenage and tw en ties) ex h ib ite d  knowledge o f, (even f a m i l ia r i ty  w ith) 

th e  a l te r n a t iv e  technology. Lack of ready access to  th e  technology, may 

be accountab le  fo r  i t s  seeming lack  of impact w ith in  th a t  group. Going 

by the  response of th e  o ld e r groups to  TV programmes, t h e i r  expressed  

p r i o r i t i e s ,  one can only hazard  a guess as to  th e i r  la ck  of in t e r e s t .
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What i s  im portant i s  th a t  ready access to  th e  technology i s  lack ing . As 

a r e s u l t ,  th e  te c h n o lo g y  s t i l l  la c k s  th e  im pact im pact t h a t  i s  

n o tic e a b le  in  some o the r co n tex t. In o th e r  words, the  TV c u ltu re  e x is t s  

in  vary ing  degrees fo r th i s  reason .

(

This reason ing  goes beyond th e  usual assumption which merely a t t r ib u te s  

the  media presence to  le v e l of income. With in d u s trio u s  wives, many 

ju n io r / in t e r m e d ia te  l e v e l  w orkers a re  a b le  to  l i v e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  

comparable l i f e - s t y l e s  to  th a t  of those  in  h igher income b rack e ts  as 

exem plified  by su b jec t #12. Some of them can a ffo rd  co lour TV s e ts ,  

video machines; thus they have m u ltip le  s e t  homes.

C on trasting  th i s  example however i s  the  case of those w ith  means, 

( lo c a tio n  8) bu t who had a c a re fu l ly  planned exposure to  th e  medium. 

This only goes to  show, th a t  the is su e  of TV c u ltu re  cannot be re a d ily  

la tch ed  on to  income o r such demographic v a r ia b le , but to  th e  way of 

l i f e .

Summary

The study has tra c e d  and o u tlin e d  th e  meaning making process in  th e  

rece p tio n  and n e g o tia tio n  of TV messages. I t  i s  not one p rocess. R ather, 

th e  production  of meaning i s  an in te ra c t io n  of various p ro cesses .

For us to  understand the  p ra c t ic e s  of te le v is io n  rece p tio n , th e  various 

fa c to rs  which have an inpu t in to  th a t  n a tu re  must be unearthed and 

examined. This study c o n s ti tu te s  one such a ttem pt. The v ie w er 's  p o s itio n  

in  the  la rg e r  s o c ia l s tru c tu re  must be considered to  see how th i s  

a f f e c ts  th e  d is p o s itio n  th a t  i s  brought to  th e  viewing experience.
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In  t h i s  s tu d y ,  th e  im pact o f th e  v ie w e r 's  o r i e n t a t i o n  and v a lu e s  on tim e  

have been  a d d re s s e d . The manner in  w hich th e  v iew ing  lo c a t io n ;  th e  

v iew ing  s i t u a t i o n  ( th e  s iz e  and make up o f  th e  g ro u p ), c o n t r ib u te  to  th e  

n a tu re  o f  th e  v iew in g  e x p e rie n c e  has been  p o in te d  o u t .  A ll t h i s  h as  o n ly  

been p o s s ib le  b ecau se  o f th e  chosen  m ethodology.

A lthough i t  h a s  been  q u i t e  a la b o r io u s  e x e r c is e ,  i t  has been  one w orthy 

o f p u r s u i t .  I t  h a s  in c re a s e d  th e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f what v iew ing  i s  a l l  

a b o u t.
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The Study Focus Area
The town i s  s t r a t e g ic a l ly  lo c a te d  in  th e  w estern  p a r t  o f N ig e ria . I t  has 

always been on one o f th e  m ajor roads le a d in g  to  Lagos, th e  main sea  and 

a i rp o r t ;  th e  commercial nerve c e n tre ,  and t i l l  very  r e c e n t ly  th e  s e a t  o f 

th e  F edera l government. Sagamu had been on th e  ro u te  to  th e  n o rth  and 

th e  e a s t  and a s  a r e s u l t ,  i t  has had a cosm opolitan  n a tu re  fo r  many 

y ea rs . T his was encouraged by th e  th r iv in g  t r a d e  in  K olanut.

Sagamu had been a c e n tre  fo r  th e  neighbouring  r u r a l  s e tt le m e n ts .  During 

the  c o lo n ia l e ra ,  i t  was a d iv is io n a l  h e a d q u a rte rs . I t  had thus been a 

meeting p o in t fo r  t r a d e  and a ls o  p o l i t i c s .  Sagamu had th u s  earned  a 

p lace  fo r  i t s e l f  on th e  map (R ef. F ig . ) .  T r a d i t io n a l ly ,  th e  town i s  made 

up of 14 t r a d i t i o n a l  q u a r te r s ,  each w ith  i t s  own r u l e r .  The Akarigbo o f 

Of f in  had long  been acknowledged as th e  f i r s t  among e q u a ls . In  a d d i tio n , 

he had a lso  been accep ted  a s  th e  paramount r u l e r  in  th e  16 towns in  Remo 

land . The r e a l  in d ig en es  o f th e  town, who have n o t m ig rated  to  la rg e r  

towns, ten d  to  l iv e  in  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  q u a r te r s .  Even th o se  who have 

moved to  th e  c i t i e s ,  as w ell as th o se  who have o th e r  more r u r a l  b ases  

m ain ta in  a l in k  w ith  t h e i r  homes in  th e  town. There i s  a s tro n g  p resen ce  

of n o n -ind igenes in  th e  town e s p e c ia l ly  in  th e  newer a re a s ,  which had 

h i th e r to  been farmlauids. These a re  a re a s  l i k e  Ajaka, High Court Road,

G.R.A, S ta t io n ,  WAPCO Cement E s ta te .  Indeed , th e re  i s  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

q u a r te rs  fo r  n o n -in d ig en es , Sabo (O ffin ) which has a v ib ra n t  n o rth e rn  

(H ausa/Fulani) community a s  w e ll as  a s tro n g  p resence  of e a s te rn e r s  and 

o th e r w este rn e rs  who a re  n o n -in d ig en es .

I t  may be d i f f i c u l t  to  match th e  p h y s ic a l development o f th e  town i t s e l f  

w ith  th e  s ta tu s  d e sc rib e d  above. A lthough th e re  i s  a  f a i r l y  good netw ork 

of lo c a l ro ad s , they  a re  in  d i f f e r e n t  s ta g e s  o f d i s r e p a i r .  This l im i t s
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communication especially during the rainy season.

Although ta p s  and w ater p ip es  a re  seen around th e  town, th ey  a re  o f te n  

a r t i f a c t s  of known development. P u b lic  w ater supply i s  h a rd ly  adequate 

in  most p a r ts .

The Ogun S ta t e  T each ing  H o s p i ta l  s i t u a t e d  in  th e  town i s  s t i l l  

s tru g g lin g  to  upgrade th e  in f r a s t r u c tu r e  i t  in h e r i te d  from th e  G eneral 

H o sp ita l. This in  many ways was s t i l l  a r e l i c  o f th e  c o lo n ia l  e ra .

There a re  many churches and schools in  th e  town, many o f which a re  

rem inders of th e  presence of m iss io n a rie s  and in f l u e n t i a l  p o l i t i c i a n s .  

Consequently, th e re  i s  a h igh  in c idence  o f some exp erien ce  of form al

educa tion  in  th e  po p u la tio n . Between 70 p e r c en t and 80 p e r cen t a re

supposed to  have some le v e l o f ed u ca tio n . About h a l f  o f th e se  had

prim ary o r  secondary modern ed u ca tio n . These a re  o f te n  incom plete fo r  

d i f f e r e n t  reaso n s . The experience th u s  makes l i t t l e  im pact on th e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  b e l ie f s  held  by th e  peop le .

Both C h r is t ia n i ty  and Islam  a re  prom inent f a i t h s  p ro fe sse d  by th e

people . In  s p i te  of th e se , th e re  i s  y e t a deep se a te d  s u p e r s t i t io u s  

n a tu r e  t h a t  i s  ro o te d  in  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  b e l i e f s .  T h is  n a tu r e  

c o n tr ib u te s  to  p re v a le n t a t t i t u d e s  th a t  e x i s t  among th e  women. I t  i s  

thus im portan t as  i t  i s  ev id en t in  t h e i r  day -to -d ay  a c t i v i t i e s .

C ontrary  to  th e  wide e x p ec ta tio n s  of l i f e  in  r u r a l  N ig e ria , th e re  i s  

s t i l l  an in d ic a tio n  of a h igh  p o p u la tio n  o f young a d u lts  in  t h i s  town. 

This i s  p o ss ib ly  due to  th e  p rox im ity  to  th e  b ig g e r c e n tre s .  The road  

tra n s p o r t  network has made i t  p o s s ib le  to  commute on d a i ly  b a s is  between
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th e  b ig g e r  towns and c i t i e s .  In  f a c t ,  th e  farm ing p o p u la tio n  a ls o  

commute on a d a i ly  b a s is  between th e i r  farm s and th e  town.

Trading i s  an o th e r paramount occupation  in  th e  town. I t  i s  ty p ic a l  fo r  

th o se  engaged in  o th e r  p ro fe s s io n s  and v o ca tio n s  ( c i v i l  s e rv a n ts , 

te a c h e rs ,  fa rm ers, seam stre sses) to  engage in  some form o f t r a d in g .  As a  

r e s u l t  one can h a rd ly  f in d  th e  ' t y p i c a l '  housew ife, who i s  s o le ly  in  th e  

b u s in ess  o f keeping th e  home.

Another consequence of th e  above i s  th a t  th e re  i s  a con tinuous l in k  

between th e  r u r a l  and urban  a re a s . This l in k  may n o t always be from 

d i r e c t  ex p erien ce .

One ty p ic a l  f e a tu re  o f th e  town which in f lu e n c e s  th e  s o c ia l  l i f e ,  i s  th e  

la ck  o f o rg an ised  r e c r e a t io n .  The prom inent form of r e c r e a t io n  in  th e  

town i s  th e  'b e e r  p a r lo u r s '.  This i s  an e x c lu s iv e ly  male domain. Only 

women o f 'lo o s e  v i r t u e s ' a r e  expected a t  such p la c e s .  There i s  a more 

to l e r a n t ,  though n eg a tiv e  image fo r  th e  (male) p a tro n s  o f b e e r p a r lo u rs  

as  w e ll . There i s  only one n o n -fu n c tio n a l cinema house in  town. I t  i s  a 

m onum ental e v id e n c e  o f  th e  c u l t u r a l  a t t i t u d e s  to  su c h  p a s t im e s .  

R e lax a tio n  i s  n o t h igh  in  th e  p r i o r i t i e s .

What th e  town la c k s  in  th e se  forms o f r e c r e a t io n ,  i t  makes up fo r  in  th e  

u n en d in g  c e re m o n ie s  and  c e l e b r a t i o n s .  T hese  a r e  r e a l l y  s o c i a l  

o b lig a tio n s .  The p r a c t ic e  which g iv es  th e se  p r i o r i t y  i s  ro o te d  in  th e  

c u l tu re  th a t  c e le b ra te s  b i r t h ,  d ea th , and every  m ile s to n e  in  l i f e .  

S t r e e t  p a r t i e s  a re  ty p ic a l  in  th e  town i r r e s p e c t iv e  o f th e  day o f th e  

week, o r  th e  economic s i tu a t io n s .  The s o c ia l  o b lig a tio n s  must be met.
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I t  i s  a g a in s t such a  background th a t  t h i s  s tudy  examined th e  use  o f  

te le v is io n .
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S P E A K  O U T
In pu rsuance  of i t s ^ i l d r e n  p rogram m es objectives 

a m o n g  w hich are deve lopm en t  of children 's  intellect 
a n d  their creative ability, NTA in troduced a new  
children 's  p rogram m e in 1990, called "SPEAK OUT". 
"Speak  Out" is a magazine  p rogram m e w hich  has as  its 
primary target,  children be tw een  the ages  of 7 and  15. 
Its s c o p e  of d iscussion  how ever  cuts  across a very 
w ide  categories  of audience ,  including adults.  Topics 
of national importance are brought  and  discussed, 
p roblem s are highlighted and  probable  so lu tions are 
recom m ended .

In order to sustain the interest  of aud ience ,  the 
program m e is divided into tw o  parts, the first one

tagged  'J u s t  A Minute ' is a con tes t  a m o n g  four 
children w h o  struggle  to ou tw it  the  other  by ringing 
the  bell w h e n  a d isc ussa n t  errs.

The se c o n d  part highlights an interview c o n d u c te d  
by the  children with  an important  public figure. R e a c 
t ions by the a u d ien ce  have been  highly impressive and  
s h o w  that  "Speak  Out" has really penetra ted  every 
home.

The se tting is usually  the  s tudio  for the  first part 
while the  se c o n d  se g m en t  of the  p rogram m e uses  an 
ou ts ide  location. The 3 0  m inutes  p rogram m e is sh o w n  
every Tuesday  at 5 .30  p.m. Fifty-two (52)  ep isodes  
have been  aired.
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THE DARLING PROGRAMMES ON 
YOUR STATION OF DISTINCTION 

NTA IKEJA CHANNEL 7

FEYIKOGBON
The famous Feyikogbon retains 

its slot at 4.00 to 5.00 p.m. every Sun
day with a  lot of focus on the ills and 
social problems afflicting the society.

GBORO Ml RO
Your popular Ombudsman pro

gramme "Gboro mi ro" has not relented 
in its campaign for justice without tears. 
It com es up at 5.00 p.m. on Sundays.

OMOLERE
Omolere is a  famiiy programme 

aimed at educating mothers on the care 
of infants, The programme enlightens 
pregnant women on how to take care of 
them seives and the generality of the 
public on how to plan the family. It takes 
the air at 7.00 p.m. on every W ednes
day,

TAN’ MOO
Your irresistible quiz programme 

noted for its proping up the inquisitive 
instincts of viewers and increase mon
tai alertness of viewers still retains its 
siot at 2.30 p.m. every Saturday.

NEWS
Our consistently balanced hews 

bulletin run in English, Yoruba and 
Egun languages.

Our English news now takes only 
15 minutes while Irohin equally takes 15 
minutes. The news is aired at 7.30 p.m. 
everyday.

Our Current Affairs program m es 
like "Our Guest" com es up at 8.00 p.m. 
on every W ednesday while "Issues of 
The Day" is aired at 10.00 p.m. on every 
Sunday.

ERIN KEKE
A half hour new Yoruba Drama 

(comedy) designed to satirise societal 
ills with a  view to remedying them, and 
also to uphold desirable societal norms 
and values. The programme will com e 
up at 7.00 p.m. on Sundays.

E KOWE 81 WA
This is another half-hour d iscus

sion programme designed forourteem - 
ing viewers. It is aimed at creating a  
forum for presentation of viewers' reac
tion to our program m es and also to 
enlighten them  about basic operations 
in broadcasting. It now com es up on 
Fridays at 7.00 p.m.

i f /



NIGERIAN TELEVISION AUTHORITY. IKEJA

PR0GRAM1E PROPOSAL

PROGRAMME TITLE: E YIN OLUWA

PROGRAMME TYPE: 

TARGET AUDIENCE: 

PROGRAMME FORMAT: 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES: 1 .

2.

RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS 

CHRISTIAN VIEtVERS 

SINGING

To promote' spiritual upliftment in 
Christian viewers.
To en terta in .



NIGERIAN TELEVISION AUTHORITY. IKEJA CHANNEL 7
PROGRMBIE PROPOSAL

PROGRAMME TITLE;

PROGRAMME TYPE: 

Duration :

TARGET AUDIENCE;

DESCRIPTION:

AL -  DEEN (The noble r e lig io n )

R elig io u s A ffa ir s

iH R

Yoruba speaking muslim view ers

The.programme w i l l  feature a sa la t  
laced  w ith a b r ie f  d iscu ssion  or 
advice fo r  v iew ers. I t  w i l l  be 
rounded up w ith Islam ic chants/songs

FORMAT:
AIMS & OBJECTIVES:

MIXED GRILL

1. To promote the r e lig io n  o f Islam

2. To h ig h lig h t the need fo r  proper 
understanding o f  Islam

3 . To educate our view ers more on the  
p i l la r s  o f  Islam .



NIGERIAN TEISVISION AUTHORITY. IKEJA CHANNEL 7. ,  mjmsmrmmlM------------
PRQGRàHWS SYNOPSIS; 3RD QUARTER 1990 (JULY-SEPT.) 1 9 ^ .  

PROGRAmE T IT IE :

PROGRAMME TYPE: 

TARGET AUDIENCE: 

DURATION: 

D E SC R IP T IO N :#

FOSmATs

AIMS & OBJECTIVES:

WEEKLY EPISODE
1. Otitoleke
2 . Owo eyin
3- Ilara
h. Akeju
5 . Omo oran
6. Atitebi
7 . Omekomo
8.

l e

2 .

ITAGE £WE 

YOUTH 

YOUTHS 

I  HOUR

The in v ited  schools w i l l  present th e ir  
p la y .

DRAMA

To promote our cu ltu ra l h eritage

To expose the youth to our s o c ie ta l  
norms and va lu es.

V

3 .  To en terta in .



NIGERIAN THÎLSVIoIOl; aCTHORITY, IBADAN 

COMIÜNITY BROADCAST SECTION

1ST 9.UARTER SYNOPSIS,

PROGRAMME TITLE;

AIMS fvI'lD OBJECTIVES:

TARGET AUDIENCE:

DURATION:

FOR': AT:

WEEKLY LU E OP:

1. Kokoro O kanjua

2 . A rigbo  mo gbo •

3 . •B’Olorwin ko p a n i

L. B iku  î l e  ko p a n i

5 . I f u r a  lo o g u n  agba

6 . Aboju Godogbo

7 . C lo ro  a b ê t i  d i d i

8 . O .ju la r i

9 . Ohun o n i k i i  nu. n i

10. In u  eke o s i

11. Agbaynv/c gba L ek e le k e

12. E n i t i  ko z o n i

13. Ib inu. ko tho odo oba

i.a _aro

( 1 ) To i l l u s t r a t e  w ith  r e l e v a n t  dram a 
S k e tc h e s , th e  p r o p e r  u se  o f  Y oruba 
p ro v e rb s  and  id io m s .

( 2 ) To p ro v id e  a  forum  f o r  l e a r n e r s  and 
r e s e a r c h e r s  o f  Y oruba la n g u a g e .

A ll  Y oruba s p e a k in g  v ie w e rs

i  h o u r

Docu-Drama a p p ro a c h

9 5 5



\

NIGERIAN TETE VIS ION AUTHORITY, IBAD/iN

MUSIC & LIGHT ENLIGHTMSNT SECTION
1ST QUARTER SYNOPSIS, 1991

PROGRAMME TITLE;

TARGET AUDIENCE;

DURATION:

FORI'U.T:

SYNOPSIS;

WEEKLY LIIÆ UP 

1 

2

3

h

c

6

7

3

9

10

11

12

13

FAAJI LLAWA

ADiS & OBJECTIVES; ( a )  To e n t e r t a i n  o u r  v ie w e rs  w ith  c a r io u s  k in d s  o f  m usic

(b )  To en c o u ra g - young m usic a r t i s t e s  and p o p u la r iz e  
t h e i r  k in d s  o f m u sic .

A l l  v ie w e rs  

^  Hour 

M u sic a l

Miixed g r i l l  -  F u j i ,  J u ju ,  I f r o - J u j u  e tc *

JU ju

F u j i

S a k a ra

A fro  J u ju

Adamo

A pala

J u ju

S a k a ra

F u j i

H ig h life

J u ju
* ,

Dundun & S ek e re  

Waka

9 5 4



NIGERIAN TELEVISION AUTHORITY, lEAl-AN

I'Ï?3IC g; LJ 33CTI0N

1ST qUARTSR FROGIW'lî' ]̂] SYNOPSIS 1991

- rnCGRAl iyiE TITLB; _ E KU AGDA/DAYû ABT3R

AIMS L OBJECTIVES : (a ) To focus on the l i f e - s t y l e s  o f re tir e d
old  workers

(lc) To id e n t ify  the problem o f o ld  age and 
o f fe r  p o ss ib le  so lu t io n s /a d v ic e

and (c )  To prepare young gen eration  ®f workers
fo r  old  age and retirem en t,

—  ̂ AUDIENCE ; A ll Viewers

I'lGPrJM OF COMMUNICATION: Yoruba/Snglish

I  .... JICl.Ï— Hour

FOH-IAT ; la  t  e rv i ews

People who r e t ir e d  from various walks o f  
l i f e  would be fea tu red .

p i



KIGF.HLIN TELEVISION AVTÜOHirf. IBADAN 

TRA14A Aim TH l̂ATia SICTION 

1ST OUABTgR PROGEAiI-Œi SYNOPSIS, 1991

TITI.S: J1JMAT SSPVICE

AIMS A- OBJECTIVES: (a ) To preach the te n e ts  o f Islam

(b) To remind v iew ers o f th e ir  m oral,
s p ir i t u a l  and e t h ic a l  o b lig a t io n s  to  th e i;  
fellov/men in  s t r i c t  compliance w ith  
Is la r d c  tea ch in g s; and

(c )  To encourage r e l ig io u s  to leran ce

r 'ui.G_T : • A ll v iew ers

T nc n C N : ^ Hour



niOSTrG I •TELEVISION AUTHORITY, IBADAN .

PUBLIC SHLIGHTEMT-GCT SECTION

1ST Q.UARTBR PROGRAI-̂ 'IS SYNOPSIS, 1991

TITLE: XTIAN HALF'HOUH

AmS & OBJECTIVES: '

(1 ) To preach the Gospel

(2) To remind v iew ers o f t h e ir  o b lig a tio n s
to God and fellow -m en in  s t r i c t  com pliance 
w ith  B ib l ic a l  teach in g s; and

(3) To encourage’ r e l ig io u s  to ler a n c e .

TARGET AUDIF.FC3: •' A ll v iew ers

LUT-ATIOR: ^ Hour

W



NIGERIAN TELEVISION AUTHORITY. IBABA3Ü

PUBLIC BNGLIŒ'IMENT SECTION

1ST QUARTER SYNOPSIS. 1991

PROGRAMME TITLE; T A N  M O O

A MS & OBJECTIVAIS t • ! • .  2 T o f b s t S i r ' ^ è ' " ' 3 p ± r i ' t r ' o f  - < 5 o m p e t 2 H d o » - ' l r u - - -  • - 

ch ild ren ;

.and 2 . To improve c h ild r e n 's  word power a s  w e ll  
as to  t e s t  t h e ir  I.Q,.

TARGET AUDIENCE;

DURATION:

Children o f ages 6 - 1 8  yrs.

•J- Hour

FOH ÎAT:

VSEiOT LINE-UP

2 .

3.

h.

5.

6, 

7.

9.

10 ,

1 1 .
12,

13.

Olubi Memorial ü c h l . ,  Elekuro v s .  IMG Agodi Gate, Ibadan

M ethodist Fry. S c h l , ,  Ekotedo v s ,  Agbaje Memorial o o h l . ,  Ayeye, Ibadan

Islajn ic Fry. S c h l . ,  O rita  Aperin v s .  C.A.C, S c h l . ,  Apata, Ibadan

S t. Mary's C atholic S c h l . , A ladorin Oluyoro v s .  P u b lic  Day S c h l . ,  Elekuro

7th  Lay A dventist S c h l . ,  Oke-Bola v s .  Co-:m. Pry. S ch l. Akobo O rita
Bashorun, Ibadan.

IMG S ch l. 0 jeigbo v s .  IDC Olubadan, Old—I f e  Ed,, Ibadan.

C & S S c h l. ,  Id ikan  v s .  C.A.C. Sango, Ibadan.

S t. Stephen Fry S c h l . ,  Nalende v s .  Islam ic  S c h l.,  Odoye, Ibadan.

Fazl—0-Mar Ahmadiya S c h l . ,  Aremo v s .  Islam ic  M isssion  S c h l . ,  Ibuko 

king S c h l. ,  Poko v s .  M ethodist Fry. S c h l . ,  Agbeni, I b a d ^ .

Army C hildren S c h l . ,  I  wo Kd. v s .  DMC Demonstration S c h l . ,  Oke—Ado, Ibadan.

S a lv a tio n  Array S c h l. ,  Ekotedo v s .  C.A.C. S c h l. ,  Olugbode'j Ibadan.
■\

Ife lo d u n  Comm. Pry. S ch l. Odinjo v s .  IMG Pry. S ch l. Beyerunka, Ibadan.

\



NIGERIAN.TELEVISION AUTHORITY IBADAN 

1ST QUARTER 1991 

PROGRAMME SYNOPSIS 

PROGRAMME TITLE: YOUTH FORI#

DURATION : 4  HOUR.

AIMS & OBJECTIVES : 1 .  To c r e a t e  a w a re n e s s  among t h e  Y o u th  o n
N a t i o n a l  a n d  I n t e m a t i e n a l  i s s u e s ;

2 .  T« e x p lo r e  t a l e n t e d  y o u th s  i n  v a r i o u s  
. d i s c i p l i n e s  a n d  b r i n g  th em  t o  t h e  l im e  

.. ‘ l i g h t .

TARGET VIEWERS : The Y o u th  and  th e  Y oung a t  H e a r t

F0RÎ4AT : M a g a z in e .

WEEKS

1 .

TOPICS

a) D is c u s s io n  (M o ra l L a x i ty )
b ) M usic  a n d  D an c in g
c^ Book R ev iew
d) Y o u th  News#

2 .

3 .

ITfSC A c t i v i t i e s #

a )  F a s h io n  -  D r e s s in g
b ) G u e s t A r t i s t e
c ) D i s c u s s io n  -  S ex  E d u c a t io n
d ) Y o u th  News.

U-. Y o u th  C lu b s  -  S o c i a l  C lu b s  
C a r r i e r  T a lk  -  M e d ic a l  S c ie n c e s  
M u sic
Y o u th  News.

5 . M u sic  -  M im ing
G u e s t A r t i s t e  -  p s y c h o l o g i s t  on  AdoXesc-errt pr\. 
F a s h io n  T ip s  -  H a i r  Do * s 
Y o u th  News.

D is c u s s io n  -  D rug  A buse 
G u e s t  A r t i s t e  -  S o lo  m u sic  
Do i t  Y o u r s e l f  G a rd e n in g  
Y o u th  News.

7 a )  C a r r i e r  T a lk  -  M ech. E l e c t .  Eng
b ;  C h o re o g ra p h y  -  B a ta  Egunbunm i

>uth New s. l i f



2

WEEKS __  TOPICS

8# a )  How t o  s tu d y  (T a lk )
b l  D is c u s s io n  -  W hat i s  i n  a  Name? 
0 ) R e c o rd  R ev iew  
d ) Y o u th  News. -

9 .  a )  ‘ T e c h n iq u e s  o f  TV P r o d u c t io n  -  W ith  e x p e r t  on  T /̂
P r o d u c t io n .

b ) M usic
c )  Y o u th  News
d ) Drama S k e tc h .

1 0 .  a )  M usic  and  D an c in g  •
b ) 'Comedy -  Drama S k e tc h
c )  Do i t  Y o u r s e l f  -  T e x t i l e  D e s ig n in g
d) Y ou th  News.

.'11- a )  F a s h io n  T ip s  -  G room ing
b) D is c u s s io n  -  B e a u ty  an d  C h a r a c t e r  b u i l d i n g  an d  

i t ' s  e f f e c t s .
c )  Pantom im e -  F e la  A n ik u la p o  K u ti
d ) Y o u th  News.

1Zo a ) Keep f i t  E x e r c i s e s
M usic a n d  D an c in g  
C a r r i e r  T a lk  
Y o u th  News.

1 3 * a )  D is c u s s io n  -  The R o le  o f  Y o u th s  i n  N a t io n  B u i l c i
b ) M usic
c ) Y o u th  News.

m



NIGERIAN TELEVISION AUTHORITY IBADAN

PROGRAJMME TITLE:

TARGET AUDIENCE:

DURATION: .

1ST QUARTER 1991 
PROGRAMME SYNOPSIS

J9LLY TRAIN/CHILDREN'S BIRTHDAY PwlTY 

CHILDREN ^  -  12 ,

4  HOUR.

FCRMAT:

AIMS & OBJECTIVES: 1

NOTE:

WEEKS 

1 . 

2 . 
3 . 

L .

5 .

6 .

7 .

8 .
9 .

1 0 .

1 1 .
1 2 .
1 3 .

2 .

To b o o s t  t h e  k n o w le d g e , among c h i l d r e n  
a b o u t  f u n c t i o n s  and  im p o r ta n c e  o f  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  an d  i n s t i t u t i o n s ;  a n d

To e n c o u ra g e  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  a d v e n tu r e  i n  
c h i l d r e n .

E ach  e p is o d e  h a s  a  q u e s t i o n  an d  a n sw er 
s e s s i o n .

EPISODES

B ir th d a y  P a r ty

V i s i t  t o  NTA I b a d a n

V i s i t  t o  TCTC Ib a d a n

V i s i t  t o  FRSC M oniya

B i r th d a y  P a r ty

V i s i t  t o  th e  P o s t  O f f ic e

V i s i t  t o  t h e  R a ilw a y  S t a t i o n

V i s i t  t o  t h e  A i r p o r t

B i r th d a y  P a r ty

V i s i t  t o  7-U p B o t t l i n g  Co.

V i s i t  t o  a  Bank

V i s i t  t o  a  Soap I n d u s t r y

B i r th d a y  p a r t y .



NIGERIAN TÉLÉVISION AUTHORITY, LBADAN.

.   1ST QURRTER-1991 - .........
PROŒAMME SYNOPSIS 

COMMUNITY BROADCAST SECTION

PROGRAMME TITLE; AGBORANDUN

DURATION: 1 HOUR.

TARGET AUDIENCE: ALL VIEWERS

FORMAT; Discussion, Investigation of cases and 
Film Reports-

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES :
(a) To combat injustice, denial of rights, 

abuse of power, cheating; and

(b) To champion the course of the oppressed 
and the down trodden in our society#

; Ï
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COMMUNITY BROADCAST SECTION 

1ST QUARTER SYNOPSIS 1991

PROGRAMME T IT L E : ERE AG3E

AIMS & OBJECTIVES : 1 .  To e n c o u ra g e  p e o p le  t o  go b a c k  t o  t h e
la n d  f o r  m ass p r o d u c t io n  o f  fo o d ;

2 .  To e n c o u ra g e * m o d e rn  m eth o d s o f  fa rm in g  
a n d  s e e d  v a r i e t i e s ;  and

3 . To p u t  a g r i c u t u r e  b a c k  t o  i t s  f e e t  a s  
th e  b a c k  bone o f  N ig e r ia n s  economy»

DURATION:

TARGET AUDIENCE

FORMAT :

i  HOUR.

Y oruba  S p e a k in g  V iew e rs  

F e a t u r e .

WEEKS 

1 . 
2 . 
3 .

Iv .

5 .

6 •

7 -

8 .

9 .

1 0 . 
1 1 . 
1 2 . 
1 3 .

H a r v e s t in g  o f  o r a n g e s

R iv e r  b ed  v e g e t a b l e  p l a n t a t i o n

H i g h l i g h t i n g  I n s t i t u t i o n s  w h ere  f a rm e r s  c a n  g e t  
s e e d l in g s

Bush b u r n in g

C a t t l e  r e a r i n g

F is h  F a rm in g

L iv e s to c k  f e e d s

C le a r in g  a n d  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  fa rm  

P l a n t i n g  o f  e a r l y  m a ize  

P ig g e ry

V i s i t  t o  a  C o o p e r a t iv e  Farm  

H a r v e s t in g  o f  C o la n u t  

P l a n t i n g  o f  P o p -C o rn  M a iz e ...

I f f
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No.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

Title: Tape I

Supple Blues (soap opera)

Checkmates (soap opera)

New Masquerade (comedy)

Comedy Junction (Uncle Joe)

Adverts (Coke, 7Up, Pengo, Right Time 

Condoms, Lux, Pepsi, Indomie Noodles 

CBN news 

NT A network news

Newsline

Source

NT A network 

,NTA network 

NTA network

LTV '

LTV/OGTV 

NTA network 

news

NTA network 

news

Language Duntion

English

English

Pidgin

Eng.lish

Pidgin

English

English

English

English

English

mode of Recording LP



No. Title: Tape 2 Source

1 Adverts All stations

(Abacus Merchant Bank, Vaseline petroleum 

jelly, Milo, Vaseline baby range. Vaseline 

petroleum jelly. Pin, Chocomilo, Pears, Tenderly,

Elephant blue detergent, Bagco bags, Golden 

Mom, Maggi, Jumbo Cubes, Knorr Cubes, Royco,

Maggi(Hausa, Yoruba, Ibo) Cerelac, Nutrend,

Nescao, Seaman's Schnapps (Yoruba)

2. Musicals. LTV / OGTV

Mo I'oro ( I have a message ) - Christy Essien

Candle - Waka Queen Salawa Abeni 

Ijo Yoyo - "Professor" Kollington Ayinla 

New Fuji Waves - Alhaji Sikim Ayinde Barrister 

O I'omori (E get cover) - Fabulous Olu 

Fajemirokun

3. OGTV station promo.

4. Sponsored programmes OGTV

Chieftaincy title; Xtian Religious programme

(World Outreach Ministry); Traditional 

healer/metaphysician (Aranfaajo);

5. Feyikogbon (drama) NTA 7 Ikeja

6. E ku oja (market report) OGTV

7. Gboromiro (ombudsman) NTA 7 Ikeja

Mode of recording LP

GLASGOW
UNivERsirr
LIBRARY

L a n g u a g e  Duration

English,

Hausa,

Igbo,

Pidgin,

Yoruba.

Yomba

English

Yomba

Yomba

Yomba

Yomba


