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Arbroath interview (Dorothy, Mary Monica, Mary, Davina, Louise, Gill, Bill, Betty,
Connie, Beryl)

OK out of all the programs that you have circled on the form and anything else that you can
think of as we go along, can you think of any characters who are supposed to be the religious
ones?

Monica. Dawn French in Vicar of Dibley

Beryl. There's Ashley in Emmerdale

Davina. The other chap in Father Ted

The three of them

The three of them

Mary. Most of them

Betty. The minister, the young minister who was in EastEnders. Young Church of England
minister.

EastEnders. Yeah that was a while back wasn't it?

Betty. Yes. But you still have Dot in EastEnders

Dot. Yes, Dot Cotton

Mary. There's the man but I can't remember what, the mother has got an Irish accent and has a
big family and the daughter is married or engaged to

Gill. Bread? ;

Mary. That's it, Bread.

Oh alright that's going back isn't it?

Mary. Well we watch OnDigital. They've got all the old programmes.

Ah right. Can we just stick to?

Mary. What's on now?

Oh well no actually it is
Mary. That's all we get. It is always on our telly

That's fine. If it's not, I hadn't thought about this. Right I'm glad you raised that. If it's not on
BBC 1, 2, ITV, 4 or 5, you know if you're watching it on something like E4 or UK Gold or
whatever could you actually say that? That that's where you're watching it.

Mary. It's not me who presses the button so | just watch what's on. A moving picture. I don't
know what the world's doing just now

OK. All right then because I don't have OnDigital you see so




Mary. So 1 don't know which. But I'll try

in that case if it's actually on at the moment and not something that you're remembering from
5, 10 years ago. So if it's on at the moment that's fine. It's just 1 did have somebody who kept
coming up with programmes from 20 years ago and it wasn't a lot of help.

Gill. Of course Star Trek is the ultimate religious programme.

Who is the religious character though Gill in Star Trek?

Gill. Wort.

Worf?

Gill. Yeah definitely.

Now I hadn't seen Star Trek so you'll have to explain who Worf is. Well I haven’t seen it since
Captain Kirk's days.

Gill. Oh dear

I know, I know

Giil. Goodness me what am I going to do with you Ailsa? Well Wharf is the warrior. He
comes from a warrior race who, you know physical violence is very central but he’s
extremely; he's very religious. He practises meditation. He has his own system. His sort of
cultural system of beliefs which actually in some ways are quite, are very eastern. So there is
lots of incense and candles and stuff like that and he practises meditation and has a very clear
code of moral conduct. It might not be what we think about being moral but it's certainly is
religious in a very big way.

Right. Brilliant. OK we’ll come back to that if we may. Thank you. Any other

Beryl. Ballykissangel. Vince I think he's called now isn’t he? The latest one.

Betty. I've forgotten . -

Gill. The nice Australian:

Beryl. Oh the Australian one yes.

Any others? Let's have a look at the programmes you mentioned. Coronation Street? Right,
nobody can think of anyone in Coronation Street? Neighbours?

Connie. | guess Harold would be the one in neighbours.

Betty. Oh he's the Salvation Army isn't he?

Connie. He is the Salvation Army.

Betty. That's true.

Right. OK anybody in The Bill? Know. Casualty? Anybody obviously religious in that?

Monica. My son-in-law once played an Irish priest in Casualty.
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Really?

Beryl. There you go.

Monica. He played an Irish Roman Catholic priest. They do have obviously, I didn't see it but
they obviously do have priests in Casualty.

Was he coming in as a customer of Casualty or

Monica. No he was a priest in Casualty for 3 episodes. About four years ago. But he wasn't a
regular. I mean it's not, but he was a priest.

Was that like a hospital chaplain or something?

Monica. No he was visiting, he came and visited. He played a Roman Catholic priest. He is
Irish anyway. And he is Roman Catholic but he played a Roman Catholic priest. As his granny
said she always wanted him to go into the priesthood anyway. So I mean obviously, I don't
watch the programme anyway but obviously they do bring, and it was played straight, it
wasn't. So they obviously do bring it in

Right. I didn't know that

Monica. Well I wouldn't have known if it hadn't been my son-in-law.

Taggart anybody?

Gill. Oh yes that guy is supposed to be a Christian. That guy that's now the, what's his name?
Beryl. Ah yes. Jardine.

Gill. Jardine yes

Monica. What I've seen of Taggart's always seems to move towards the occult rather than.
They have some weird story lines in Taggart, very much

Gill. Jardine, Inspector Jardine is meant to be a Christian. He's meant to be a very staunch
Church of Scotland

Monica. I'm not a regular watcher = .

Gill. Yes he is actually. I'd forgotten that. Yes he is. Because there was quite a lot of
discussion about his morality when he was having an extra-marital affair, well he wasn't
married but he was having an affair. Because of his being so Christian. I remember that yes.
Dorothy. Not a lot happens to all of us I suppose.

Mary. We shouid be so lucky.

Dorothy. I don't know. I'm only saying that.

What else have we got? Cold Feet.

What's Cold Feet? I don't know.

Isn't it a comedy?
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I don't think it's very religious.

Monica. I would say they are typical thirtysomethings of today.

Right. OK Frasier?

Monica. Never see, never heard any in Frasier. I'm pretty regular there. Never heard any
religion at all mentioned.

Mary. Never heard any.

Monica. The Americans are pretty careful about this sort of thing. American T V is different to
ours in that respect.

It seems to vary

Monica. They have, they do have their own religious programmes but they go out on SO many
different channels.

Yeah. Somebody in an interview I was doing talked about one called Sister, Sister which I
think is aimed at the teens and twenties. It's quite funny because she was going Oh it's
wonderful you know these black girls and they have this great life but they're actually
Christians and they really stick to their values. So I came back and said to my daughter who is
14 you’ve watched that Sister, Sister haven't you? And she said 0 yeah. And I said they are
Christian. And she went no they're not. And I thought OK fine. I don't suppose anybody here
watches it do they? A third opinion on this one.

Gill. There was that programme that was on a couple of years ago, which was a detective thing
that had a nun that played a detective. D'you remember that? That came from the States.

Lily. Ah yes

Beryl. Oh yes

Gill. That was very amusing. That was very good. Very amusing but I.can't remember what it
was called. A whodunit with a nun who was always doing naughty things, lifting her habit and
climbing up drainpipes and things.

I completely missed that one.

Lily. Don't get 1deas Gill

Beryl. Wasn't it called Father something?

Gill. Yes it was but, that's right

Beryl. Because she was sort of his housekeeper cum everything else wasn't she?

Gill. Yes. Right so you have to find out which one 1t was now.

Yes, right, OK. E R?

No
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Monica. I watch it avidly

Mary. So do1

1do

Monica. But I can't honestly remember ever seeing anything to do with religion in it. Never
mentioned. Never suggested. All these people are dying but there's never

Betty. Aye they did once

Connie. O they do, they do

Betty. Yes they did. There was a baby and they brought a priest in. That's right.

Connie. And they got married d'you remember?

Yes

Oh it was a few weeks, he was dying of heart disease or something

That's right someone got married

Connie. And one of the nurses got married. To the policemen. Do you not remember that?
Monica. That's right that’s right

And they brought the minister in and she got married in the

But there doesn't seem to be a hospital chaplain does there?

No

I mean don't know what the system is in the States

0 I think there 1s so far as we know

Connie. Oh 1 think there is because I think they called someone for the christening of the baby
Monica. Is that who it was?

Yes ' - ST

I didn't know that

It's certainly not consistent though is it? ..

No

No

Monica. No it's not a regular feature
Let's see what else we've got. 0 Holby City. Oh High Road.
Bill. High road. The old minister and there was Mrs Mac his housekeeper.

Yes
Yes

Bill. And there was a young priest came then. That's as much as I can remember.

Do you still watch High Road?
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Bill. Occasionally. Well you only see 1t once.

Betty. It's only on a Sunday night

Bill. On a Sunday

Mrs Mac’s still in it isn't she?

Bill. Yes

Bill. Yes she's still 1n it.

Is there a minister in it at the moment?

Bill. No not any more

OK. Let's see what else we've got here. Kavanagh QC? Anything? No?

Dorothy. Certainly never that. I've never seen an episode that had any one in it. I might have
missed the odd one but no.

OK Bad Girls?

Lily. I can't be bothered with that now. I thought it was great but I can't be bothered with it
NOw

Monica. Now, I don't normally watch it but the other day my granddaughter was in and she
watches 1t and when I went into the bedroom and said to her right come-on it's time you got
ready for bed, there was a black minister holding a service. But I couldn't make out from the
little bit that I saw whether it really was a service in the prison or whether it was a put up a job
because one of them was trying to escape. You know I wasn't there long enough to find out
Lily. No it wasn't. It was a proper service.

Monica. It was a proper service, Oh well?

Lily. And they do have.services. They, you know, occasionally you see them, there is a
service.

Right. Are any of the prison staff obviously religious or any of the prisoners?

Davina. OH no, oh no

[ don't think so

Lily. They put it on because it's a job 1 think

What, the?

The service.

Right. OK

Mary. There was one programme about a prisoner that I can remember and this lady did, and

r“"‘i
s

she was a prisoner, and quite a nice prisoner, middle-aged

Lily. Ah yes that was one
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Mary. And she used to run the Church service d'you remember?

Lily. Oh now one of the girls, Crystal, was very religious

Mary. Reminds me they all wore blue outfits

Lily. No, this is in Bad Girls. One of the girls, the coloured girl, was very

[ haven't watched that

Aye she was

She used to strum the guitar and sing hymns

Betty. Yes. She's out now it isn't she?

Yes

Oh Teachers? I can't immediately think of anybody.

Monica. There's nobody. There's no religion in teachers. No. Not as yet anyway

We will just move on from that one. Simpsons?

Monica. Joe would not enjoy it.

Mary. Simpson's? I haven't seen any religion in the Simpson's I don't think.

Gill. I think the Simpson's is a religion 1sn't it?

Well, I don't usually prompt but come on what about Ned Elanders?

Louise. Who's Ned Flanders?

He's their next door neighbour

Gill. Oh yes. He's the epitome of bad religion if I remember rightly. Everything that's awful.
Yes you are dead right. I've forgotten that

You've just blocked it out haven't you?

Gill. Simpsons is not one of, well it's one of the programmes that my boys used to have on all
the time and I used to go Oh when they came to stay. I'd go Oh as it came on but yes you are
right so -

Last of the Summer Wine?

Connie. Yes there is a minister in that isn't there?

Not very much

I do remember

But they are
Betty. They talked about the death of Compo and they went to Church but there was never any

Monica. No minister. It was the organist who wouldn't play
That's nght
Gill. But they are quite religious aren't they really?
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Beryl. I think so. They always talk about going to Church.

Monica. I think that's because they're that generation of people who would have been brought
up to go to Church.

Gill. It depicts a certain sort of religion attached to a certain generation doesn't it?

Yes it does

Gill. The hats. You know the ladies all dressed up to go to Church and put big hats on.
Beryl. They'll all be Chapel down there won't they?

Bill. Stern faced.

Gill. No they weren't Chapel. No, Compo's funeral wasn't in a chapel. It was the local parish
Church, most definitely. It made me cry. I thought it was the most amazing, those three
programmes were amazing.

Beryl. Aye yes. And when the painters, the painter's overalls, gee I weeped. I just couldn't
believe it.

Gill. You obviously didn't see it Ailsa?

No I didn't.
Gill. Oh well if it comes on all of you if you didn't see those three they were absolutely superb

Louise. Was the very last one where they took the hearse through the countryside?

Gill. Yes

Louise. It was the last five minutes of that I saw

Betty. There was an episode in Neighbours when one of the girls was married remember?
Yeah

Yes
Well they often had it on all the marriages didn't they?
Betty. Well that Church is St. John's in Heidelberg because we went there. That was the

Church we went to. —-.:

Biil. In Victona

Betty. And it was when we were inside it as well the way you saw it

It was modern wasn't it?

Betty. No it wasn't. It was an old Church. A real stone old church. Not the wooden ones. But
that was the only one I could think of.

Bill. Stone-built

Betty. Aye stone-built

Actually that's quite a while back isn't it?
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Betty. No
No
Gill. They just had a wedding about four weeks ago

But not in a, did I watch it?
Beryl. And it was such a beautiful

Bill. Where have you been?

I don't know. I don't, on trains all over Scotland and England . I mean I don't know. Where am
1? I don't know

Beryl. Why do you bother watching it when you get us interviewees?

Well exactly. It's how I keep up the;e days. I talk to people. They didn't show the wedding did
they?

Betty. Aye they did

No the last one I mean.

Gill. I don't know
Libby and Drew? We saw them all outside but I don't know

Gill. But it was a Church wasn't it?

It was a Church yeah.

Bill. There was a wedding recently in Neighbours

Gill. That's nght yes

It was Libby and drew

Betty. Well that's the one I'm talking about

Bill. Is that the one you're talking about? . -

Betty. That's the one I'm talkiag about.

Bill. I thought it was one before that.

No it was just, up until that one all the weddings in Neighbours suddenly seemed to have been
done by Lassiter's Lake. And then really going back I think it was the same Church but it's
going back years.

Betty. This was really a stone Church because you saw it clearly and then the pipe band that
was there and they had Piper's and they gave her the march and it was really nice

Gill. They probably didn't have 1t inside because it would have cost too much money.

Betty. They had it inside.

Bill. And Drew he sung what was 1t?

Betty. It was some Scottish song.
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Oh yes. Will you go lassie go. That was it. Very badly. Is there anything anybody is desperate
to say, I watch this and you've not mentioned it.
Gill. Morse. Now I think Morse is quite religious

Monica. Professing not to be a. He's a non-believer

Gill. Yes but there were lots of issues and things that came up that were, maybe you wouldn't
call them religious maybe you’d call the moral

Monica. He was a moralist. yes definitely

Gill. But the other characters that were involved, there was a lot of

Monica. You don't think that's because it's University? Old Varsity is a bit like that isn't it?
Gill. I don't know

Monica. My nephew assures me that it is.

Gill. Well I lived in Oxford for a few years and I'm not sure that I would have said it was. But
I mean you might be nght

Monica. Well he's a professor, I mean when I say he's young he's 40 this week, but he was a

don at Oxford for seven years until January so he said that Morse very much reflects, that 1s

Oxford as he knew it. He hated it when he first went there but he said 1t's this sort of veneer of
almost (sounds like farcial) but a lot of it is attached to the churches within the colleges and
this sort of thing.

Gill. Because you get a lot of the music don't you?

Monica. Yes

Gill. I mean for there's an awful lot of scenes with music and stuff like that.

Monica. Probably. because most of their rules and regulations, well a lot of them are Church

founded, the colleges were Church.founded so of course the traditions go back. It has to be

religious because that was their foundation.

Gill. I don't think my friends who were chaplains would have felt like that.

Monica. Maybe not
Gill. Actually to be honest. They’d have been a bit ooh at that. I had a couple of friends who

were chaplains in the colleges in Oxford.

Monica. That what comes over I think as a general observation
Gill. I don't know. Well I do think it would depend. But going back to the Morse thing I've
always got the feeling that there was a lot morality and the sort of questions of morality last.

Now that might not be religion or spirituality in the way that you're talking about Ailsa. But
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it's certainly a dimension that touches in a way that a lot of people who are non-churchgoers
but would see themselves as Christians.

Mary. I don't know. I really thought Morse was a grumpy all its.

Gill. Oh I didn't think Morse himself was religious

Mary. Not only that but he was so mean. I mean that poor

Bill. Sergeant

Sergeant Lewis

Mary. Always had to buy him the dnnks. Always had to

Gill. I wouldn't have said he was religious but the programme I would have said the
programme.

I suppase what I would like to do is cancentrate an the characters. Yeah I think we can mave
out to the programme's but my feeling is that for most people the starting point is actually the
character and that's what they notice.

Beryl. Morse wasn't religious

Gill. Oh no

No, it not a tall

If I think maybe if you have a religious sensibility yourself you might actually see you know
amoral or religious or spiritual dimension to something

Bill. He probably is a religious person but we don't know

Yeah

Gill. But certainly the character, I think what Ailsa is saying Bill, i1s that the character of the
person is what she is looking at and was there any body in Morse the programme that you
could pick out and say that person i1s a Christian or that person is a practising Muslim or that
person is a Buddhist and feel that that's what's being presented. And that would be nght, you
would be absolutely right Monica to say that there wasn't anything specific. Yes I would agree
Yeah. Because I'll actually come on to this question about moral and ethical issues in a
minute OK? Which sort of broadens it out. So out of all the characters that we've talked about,
obviously time prevents us discussing all of them, but just thinking of some of them, how do
you actually know that they're religious? What is it about them, the way they behave in the
programme, you know the way they speak, the way they interact, that tells you, this is the one
who's supposed to be religious? And you might want to split it. I'll make it slightly easier for

you. You might want to split it into clergy and non-clergy.
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Monica. I think the vicar of Dibley character is a very religious character. I know people who
won't watch the programme because they think it's sacrilegious. [ don't. At the end of the day
for all her over-the-top behaviour and everything else undemeath is a very serious, very

religious person.
Bill. Yes

Yes
Monica. I think that comes through very strongly.

How does that come through?
Monica. It's just the way at the end of the day the morals, that's what shines. At the end of the
day she always does what is nght. What she should be doing. And not what she wants to do

really, sometimes she does what she wants to do, but at the end of it all she invariably does

what she should be doing.
Davina. She also treats people very well.

Monica. Yes she does

Davina. You know the weak character, she backs them up or she

Monica. However obnoxious

Davina. In a very sensitive sort of way.

Bill. What about the verger?

Gill. Do you not think she is too?

Davina. I think she's a star.

She's a character

Gill. I remember at one of the first programmes and Vicar of Dibley, which was the one where
she actually goes to the Church for the first time she gets up and preaches. I thought it was,
she was talking about how she'd always been in love with the Spice girls and suddenly she
read the sermon on the Mount and decided the only person the only person she could follow it
was Jesus Christ. And yet always remember that because I just sat there thinking gracious me
what to direct, evangelistic, playing, this i1s so I am a religious person, and my faith 1s more
important to me than the Spice girls, you know bit. It was very powerful.

Monica. It is. It's quite punchy at times.

Yes

Yes
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Monica. I think. And that's why I love it. I think it's a super programme. I don't find it
sacrilegious at all. It's a gloss but underneath there is quite a serious message comes out of it

sometimes.

Yes
Yes

Gill. So sometimes Ailsa may be it's actually direct what people say, what the characters say,
that speaks to us and tells us that they’re religious. Sometimes like Jardine in Taggart it's the
fact that he talks about going to Church. The others talk about not swearing in front of him and
there are issues like that that make us know he is a character that is. And his own morals about
what he does and doesn't do.

Basically what I'm looking for. I keep calling them the markers. What are the markers of
religion for the character? I haven't seen Taggart for a long time. How is he, is he liked
Jardine ? how it is he perceived because of his religion within the police station?

Monica. I don't watch enough of it to comment

Those who do?

Dorothy. His character has changed since the death of Taggart's and he's almost taken on
Taggart's cloak. You know he's starting to be serious and always growling. He's almost
imitating Mark McManus who played Taggart's. But when he was, when Taggart was still
alive, he was much a softer character and he was much more seriously religious. He actually
spoke about 1t, you don't get him speaking about his church going so much now. He's kind of
divorced he's, perhaps because he now has taken on the Taggart role, he's kind of divorced
from the, he's not in the group, he's not in the group so much

Right's OK. Why, is there any clue or do you, if there isn’t isn't do you have any view yourself
on why he seems to be less religious? I mean it is he just so busy now that he can't quite make
it?

Dorothy. I think they've written, I think they've underplayed his religion.

Monica. Have they got different scriptwriters now anyway?

Dorothy. They probably are. I mean I think it's quite obvious that he's taken on the Taggart
cloak and his personality is being changed.

Do you think there's any sense where being religious does not fit with been a hard-nosed
Dorothy. Yes. I think it may do

Gill. I think 1t's interesting that one of the things that's happened recently in Taggart's is that he

has got involved, Jardine has got involved with the young police woman that’s actually in the
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station and there has been tremendous play on this relationship and how he's had to go to the
bad guy in order to get that relationship going. It was like you know he wasn't able to do that
from being who he was and from this background of religious, he didn't know how to sort of

go up and say do you want to come out for a date or whatever it was. And there's been an

interesting play on his need of the bad guy in order to teach him how to do the things, in order
to achieve the aims.

So is this a bad guide within himself all within the station?

Gill. No, no, no. The station that guy.

Right is this, because you were saying before there was this whole to do about him having a
relationship and being a Christian?

Gill. Yes. And I think you're right. The scriptwriters are really taking him and changing him
and making him on religious.

Monica. I think I think 1t is based on the character’s bio, which means it's not written by the

same scriptwnters as at the beginning.

Gill. Yes.
Dorothy. I also think that sadly the public's sort of, the public, religion sadly doesn't come over

as a popular, you know, attribute to play. Which is a great pity. They don't, they don't portray
the characters who are, like Jardine or any of the other characters, who are, apart from that
Vicar of Dibley, who are interested. Y ou see religious broadcasting has changed dramatically.
We no longer have Late Call and things. I can’t remember what they called it in Grampian.
Monica. Reflections

Dorothy. But there doesn't seem to be at requirements of any more.

Monica. Have they, did they, ask for
Mary. They never ask. The - . ..

Mary. The powers that be just assumed that we didn't want it any more

Monica. I used to enjoy it reflections. I used to think it was lovely.

Everybody knows that religion is in decline and nobody wanits it.

Dorothy. I know. But there used to be a requirements before they got the franchise in
Independent Broadcasting to have a certain percentage of religious broadcasting.

It's still there but you want to see what the requirement is.

Mary. That's quite so, that's quite. There once was a programme, I don't know if any of you
remember it. But it was, I thought it was a lovely programme. It was a series and I think his

name was Adam Smith. It was Andrew Keir played the Church of Scotland minister do you
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remember it? It didn't last long because it was not popular. This Church of Scotland minister
did all sorts of good Christian things. He had a daughter who went off the rails and that wasn't
acceptable. He did all sorts. You saw him visiting his parishioners and I remember one
particular episode, which caused a great deal of fury at the time, where he was visiting an old
man who was dying. You actually saw him helping him on to his commode.

Monica. That would have been offensive.

Mary. I mean this is a long time ago

I'm curious

Connie. I remember it. It was a lovely series.

was it Scottish or Grampian?

Mary. It was Scottish Television.

Connie. It was a Church of Scotland minister

Mary. It was Scottish Television and it was, but it didn't last because it portrayed the minister
as probably they didn't want to see him as

A human being

Mary. A good human, oh really good Christian social worker.

I mean roughly what 20, 30 something years ago?

It would be more

Mary. No it wasn't 30 years ago. About 20 years ago

Gill. There was another one like that actually that went on in England and that was the one
with the guy out of the good hife

Monica. Richard Briers.

Gill. Richard Bners did one as a minister and he was lovely and that only ran the pilot
episodes.  Because he was a good minister. You know he was dealing with all the sorts of
things that inner-city ministers do like having his car nicked and the windows broken in his
Church and he was dealing with all those sort of real issues and there was a lot of really good
stuff in it. But the public didn't, they don't want that perception of religion. It doesn't fit the
caricature.

Monica. Comedy seems to work

I was going to say the vicar of Dibley seems to work. Doesn't it?

Monica. Yes but Father Ted 1sn't religious. I don't think it is any way. I think it's hilariously
funny. I don't know how I would feel if I was a Roman Catholic. I think Joe's parents in law

were Roman Catholic and certainly my daughter's mother-in-law thought it was riotously, she

272



thought it was hilariously funny but I can honestly not find any religion in it. They don't have
this sort of religious morality that the vicar of Dibley has underneath all the fun. As I say 1
think it's very funny but a really can't find any religion in its

Louise. I think Father Ted himself is a wee bit but the other one, the young guy in it certainly
isn't

Dougal?

Louise. Is it Dougal? He’s, because he comes out with questions you know

Monica. I still don't think it's religious.

No burt I think the issue of whether it’s religious or whether the characters are meant to be
religious characters, it's that second bit, are they meant to be a religious character

Monica. Well I don't know, this is what I'm saying you see

Well but they're priests and I would say yes that's what they are being put up as

Mary. Having to put up with potty old man

Drink!

Mary. And the half-mad young boy. He must be something of a saint

Louise. I think it's, I just think it's amusing out if they have a difficult situation they have to go
and say Mass. It's when, the milk float one. And they had the thing going alongside saying
Mass.

Mary. Can I just go back to the Andrew Keir one?

Yes surely Mary

Mary. Just for a second because I just wondered how that would be shown now, today and I
think it would be accepted much better. I think it's a sign of the times

Monica. You should wnte to the BBC

Mary. Well its Scottish Television. that sort of portrayal of a, it was a country minister
actually it wasn't an inner-city minister but [ just thought it was wonderful but everybody,
there was tremendous complaints about it and it was just so true to life. Just like my minister.
This is an assumption but from what you're saying of the criticisms I presume the bulk of the
complaints where from people who went to Church? That they didn't want to see

Mary. Yeah it's well they didn't want to see this. The real work of the minister. They wanted it
portrayed as they saw i1t. It was over 20 years ago

Gill. it only

Bill. Is it a problem with truth?
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Gill. Yes it's a problem with truth isn't it? And I do think that, I was just thinking when you
were talking about its but, my thoughts went immediately to do, I don't very often watch it
EastEnders but is the lady's name Dot?

Dot Cotton. Yes and I was going to ask about her next.

Gill. She 1s the epitome of course of the worst type of churchgoer who is judgmental and
critical and gossipy and always nosying into where she shouldn't be nosying. That's the sort of
the impression I get of her. And yet she's the religious bit. It seems to me that often when we
look characters on the T V who are supposed to be playing religious characters they are often
not like this gentleman you're talking about, they're often either being tempted to do something
they shouldn't be doing or they're seen as epitomising the worst scenario personality. And
actually it's the goodness that people can’t cope with.

Monica. It pricks their conscience

Gill. Yes and you see the Vicar of Dibley is so good at being good because she's funny. You
know she makes goodness seem funny.

Monica. But it can still prick your conscience

Gill. Oh yes indeed

Monica. With the humour. Ailsa | take it it’s only TV you're interested in?

Yes because otherwise this thesis will go on for 10 years and it's not possible. I mean if I was
doing radio or film it would be great but it’s huge

Mary. I realise that's, that's why I can join in very little because I listen to far more radio
Monica. Yes well I do too

Mary. Than I watch television but the reason for that is that for most of my interests I have to
use my eyes {for other things like gardening or painting or whatever so the radio goes with that
it's but I can't watch two things.

Monica. Drama on Radio seems to embrace religion far more than drama on TV

Yes that's nght

I would say discussion on Radio embraces the religion. It just does. Again part of the decision
for doing this is the viewing figures for fictional television are higher than anything else. I
mean they're higher than they are for News or documentaries. Most films unless it's an
absolute Blockbuster. I'm pretty certain it’s higher than for Radio and certainly things like
Radio 4. So it's from that basis that I'm actually looking at the fictional stuff because this is
where most people will get their images from. When we were talking before about the

reduction in religious broadcasting a lot of that goes back to a belief, and you hear it
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constantly articulated, religion is declining in this country. Less and less people are religious.
The churches are losing numbers. Nobody is really interested in religion.
Louise. I watch a lot of, I don't watch a lot, but its children's TV because of having kids. Some

of the children's TV programmes I wouldn't say, they're totally against religion

You wouldn't or you would say they're totally?

Louise. They are against religion.

Dorothy. They don't want to at that age you know sort of be accused of indoctrinating
Louise. They keep it out -

Monica. They want to indoctrinate the other way

I was going to say there doesn't seem to be a problem with doing it the other way does there?
Louise. You get the ones about the witches. You know

Are your kids old enough to watch Hollyoaks? Or do you choose to watch yourself?

Louise. I don't actually, I never remember when it's on

6.30s, Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays

Mary. I used to watch it when my daughter was home but now they are gone we don't
Louise. Monday night they’re at swimming. Wednesday night's their swimming for my
daughter and gymnastics for James. And Thursday nights James is swimming, Joseph is at
gymnastic and then Boys' Brigade.

Does anybody watch Hollyoaks?

[ really don’t watch very much television

Monica. My granddaughter does but its

It's just been interesting. There's been a Christian story line in its and one of the very cute,
attractive always that the very difficult teenager had her eye on and eventually got it turned
out he was a Christian, and a very committed Christian. And she's been trying desperately to
seduce him and he will not be seduced. And he also plays in a Christian rock band and there's
been talk about baptism and everything. So it's really, really interesting the way they've done
it. I'm hoping to interview some teenagers at a local school. I'll be curious to see what they
make of it. [ know what I make of it as an adult but they might actually sort of think O he's
totally pathetic that it seems to me that he's not, he's very clearly not done that way. Would
you all agree, 1o slightly save time, but what Gill was saying, that on the whole unless
religious characters are treated as comedy characters, apart from the Vicar of Dibley which I
know is comedy but still seems to be done positively

Yes that's right
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That on the whole they tend to be treated in the same sort of way. A kind of negative view of
religion or the worst kind of religion.
Davina. Do you mean like Father Ted?

Not necessarily. I would just put him in as comedy. It’s so over the top. The chances of you

Gill. Dave Allen used to get up people's noses a lot

Well yes that's right. I don't know. Dot Cotton, Mrs Mac.

Beryl. Mrs Mac now. She would be a person like what Gill figured as a person that would
come across to you as a gossip and everything that you wouldn't think a religious person
would be but Mrs Mac I would say was religious. She has a heart of gold really.

Is that, is the heart of gold noticeable?

Betty. No I wouldn't have thought so

Beryl. Mrs Mac? Oh aye. Maybe in a nosy sort of way. But she is. If there was anybody
Connie. Her heart’s in the right place sort of thing?

Beryl. Yeah. If there were any body in trouble Mrs Mac always there. Whether it's to nosy it

or not that she's always doing her good.

But does she make it very clear its Christian duty and it's all this sort of negative

Beryl. Oh yes I think that's true

Bill. It's not because she's domineering. She does a lot of good

Dorothy. I hadn't seen high road for years

Lily. I hadn't seen it for years either

But is its, if you saying she has:a heart of gold and she does a lot of good then is that not a
positive character? And yet you seem to be also saying actually she comes across as this
negative kind of character.

Well

Davina. Maybe she's rather good at hiding the heart of gold

Gill. But actually that actually fits Ailsa. Because I think what she comes over across as is a
do-gooder

A do-gooder that's right

Gill. And that's how people like to see people who go to Church

Beryl. No I think that's wrong

Gill. Well no I think that's how the media like to portray people, people who go to Church are
do-gooders because that way we can look down our noses at them and say O typical do-

gooders. And I think there's an awful lot of that that comes through in these characters like Dot
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and Mrs Mac. Actually they do do a lot of good but they've got this really strong negative side
of their character which allows people to accept them and actually focus quite a lot of negative
feelings on them.

Does anybody else want to comment on these sorts of

Davina. How about Scotland and their idea every year of finishing up the year with somebody
like the Reverend I M Jolly?

somebody was telling me in an interview I did last week about one of his characters that I'd
never come across, the Reverend W E Eree?

Gill. Wee free?

Yes. I have never seen him. Do you think, I'd never come across I M Jolly before I came to
Scotland, now that was a long time ago, and I thought it was terribly funny because, so me it
was a bit like Father Ted. It was so totally, totally over the top but people I knew said oh
there's lots of ministers like that. They maybe don't get as drunk or what have you but lots of
Church of Scotland ministers are that miserable. And I thought well I don't know. I don't know
the Church of Scotland's you know

Gill. There aren't many miserable ones in Arbroath are there?

No

No

Not the ones I can think of . we're very fortunate.

No it's a historical question because I've since got to know people in the Church of Scotland
and it's not my experience of them. But it was people who had maybe grown up in the Forties,
Fifties, Sixties something like that and they said oh no, that's what the Church was like. He
was only a tiny bit exaggerated. It wasn't you know

Monica. Well I think they have worked very hard at their image .

Dorothy. Yes, yes. He it to up and coming ministers in the Church of Scotland now. But we've
had them 1n Arbroath you know. Lovely, lovely, sincere ministers but they have this, they had
the voice. Remember?

Monica. Excruciatingly dull.

Dorothy. I heard one minister in Arbroath praying for the vicanous, vicious vandals. That was
it.

Mary. You've got the Vs night's

Dorothy. It was something vicious vandals. And you know that tone of the voice. The tone

that used to be censonous.
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Bill. He was sincere was he?

Yeah

" Beryl. That was always the ministers when I was little. It was.

Yes

Yes

Beryl. None of you will remember the Reverend Hitchcock of Inverbrodick Church. I was
brought up Presbytenan but he was all hell and wild fire and all the rest of it.

Dorothy. Well it was Gemmell Campbell.

Beryl. Oh aye Gemmell Campbell was one

Dorothy. And he's a lovely man. Kindness itself.

Beryl. But so was Rikk: Fulton. You are saying that. He was a brilliant comedian. He could
come on as this stage at the Webster and everybody would just laugh spontaneously. just like
that.

Gill. Our church is like that on Sundays Ailsa get us back to what you wanted us to talk about
because | told these folks 9 o’clockish

Well what T was going to say in some ways it sounds like some of these older clergy that you
are talking about with this more sort of staid view are actually very similar to some of the less
attractive religious characters they see on TV. Almost as if they're out of a time warp? Is that
fair enough? Or is that putting words into your mouth?

Yes

Yes it its

Monica. It's probably because the writers of television now have never been to Church and
only know what they have read about the past.

Right OK. I will move you on rapidly. All of these characters that we've talked about what
religion would you say they all were?

Gill. Well they're supposed to be Christian aren't they?

Can you think of any other religions? Any characters

Gill. Apart from that wonderful programme which the Pakistani group of comedians do

Oh yes

Goodness gracious me

Gill. Goodness gracious me and they can take the Mickey out of anything with great
brilliance.

Beryl. I like goodness gracious me
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Louise. I saw once where he was 1nterviewed and he said that as you said they will take the
Mickey out because they will go out and they'll speak to an English person and they’ll speak
the English language and they will turn the corner and they will meet someone of their own
country and they will speak in this own language to them and you know

Gill. Just like the Welsh

Yes

Gill. That was so rude of me. I'm sorry. I'm sorry

I could delete that from the transcript if you like?

Mary. No

No. Make an issue of it

Dorothy. Make an issue of the it. Racism.

Yes. You and Anne Robinson.

Beryl. What religion would you say she was?

Lily. She's detestable

Please can we not to go on to Ann Robinson? Can you think of any other programmes that
have any religious characters who are not Christian? Who come from other faiths.

Monica. Jewish.

Gill. There's Lionel Blue when he's on but he's not in a character

No he's not so he doesn't count sorry

Davina. There was a good Jewish one one time wasn't there? Something about cutting your
cloth. .

Oh yes

Beryl. Never mind the quality feel the width for

Davina. IFeel the width that's right

Yet that was a long time ago. But in the past couple of years can you think

Gill. Well I think since that issue about the Princess nobody has dared, and Salman Rushdie,
nobody has dared say anything have they?

Not really. Well think about programmes with different ethnicities in them. Like for instance in
Coronation Street apparently Dev and his brother have the corner shop. Now they’re Indian
or Pakistani, something like that. Does anybody watch Coronation Street?

Yes

Yes

Yes
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Right. Is it clear whether they have any religion?
Gill. No
Lily. I wouldn't say

No. Never mentioned

So they're in there because of their colour?

Yes

Gill. Yes. They're there for their ethnic background.

Right. Can you think of Buddhists? Your Star trek, Worf. Clearly something sort of eastern
and mystical presumably

but never laughed at. It's quite interesting that that is always portrayed as being something, I
mean he went off to do this sort of what we would term a sort of retreat. He went off and he
saw to have sat in this mountainous area for a week and meditated. So it's all very, very
serious. Very charged with high spirituality. Which is something that you don't often get in the
characters that are Christian. You very rarely see, for me you rarely see the spintual. You get a
little bit in The Vicar of Dibley but you don't very often get the spiritual coming out in the
same way as you would in Star Trek with Warf and a few other characters that are definitely
religious.

Louise. I was going to say what programme are you talking about its?

Star Trek

Monica. Do you think with the soaps when you say the young Asians that have the corner
shop or whatever don't talk about their it religion, d'you think in the same way as with the
Christian religion young people don't talk about it. Young British people don't say we’re
Christians or not. Would young Asians say we're Muslims, we're Buddhists, we're Hindus
whatever?

Apparently if they're actually practising they would

Monica. But do you think they are all practising?

No

Monica. Or do you think a large proportion like our young people, all nght that's our faith
because our parents have that faith but we’re really not interested.

Gill. But if you look at the religious programmes and you look at the Muslim faith. They did a
series on being a Muslim in London and they took you, I think it was one of the Everyman

series, and they took you, it was full of young people. It was full of young men practising

Monica. Sois ST. Andrew's Church



Yes but
Gill. Practising their religion and taking all the vows and talking about why they can't have

their hair cut

It would be very clear

Gill. Yes very clear

Yeah it would be. There would be physical clues and there would be things they would do. It
would be very, very clear.

Dorothy. and the young people who, you know the young people who are Christian maybe a
charismatic Church like the Christian Fellowship that are springing up are very, you know
they shout it from the rooftops.

Monica. Yes but they're not portrayed

They're not portrayed. What you find it is occasionally you'll get to evangelical Christians on
but it's nearly always seen as a cult. Or something suspicious.

Monica. In the same way that our young people are not portrayed on television whether
they’re religious or not well the young Asian wouldn't be portrayed on television as being a
particular religious sect. They wouldn't. They wouldn't bring that in.

Well it doesn't seem to and that's what I'm trying to find out. Can you think of any other
religions apart from Christianity, and no matter how badly Christianity is done

Monica. Jewish 1s the only thing and I can't think of the name of a programme specifically that
I do know I have seen Jewish people in drama. Probably more than any other religion next to
Christianity.

Gill. Oh yes now that programme, what's it called? That girl with the black hair. Jewish girl.
She's done a few comedies in which she's played. I don't know whether they're one off
comedies

Miriam? She's a

Monica. I know who you mean

There's Miriam Margolis but I think you mean somebody else.

Monica. No it's the younger one

And Jack Rosenthal used to write plays and they were often Jewish.

Monica. Its drama rather than soap I think.

Drama yes. What about Hindu? Buddhists? Sikhs? No?

Gill. They're too frightened of offending people.

Yes
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Yes

D'you think that's the reason?

Beryl. I don't know. There was that film which was hilariously funny East is East. And very
Hindu.

Gill. I still think that there's a lot, after Salman Rushdie and that other thing that happened
with that TV programme about 20 years ago

Oh Death of a Princess about the Saudi

Gill. Death of the Princess, the Saudi Arabian thing. People have got incredibly sensitive
That's just Islam isn't it? I mean why d'you think there is the sensitivity about Hindus or Sikhs?
Gill. Because they're likely to put out a fatwah

Well not Hindus and Buddhists and Sikhs. Are they?

Monica. They'd take offence very easily when their religion is

Gill. I think that they're far more, sorry Dorothy I interrupted you

Dorothy. No not at all. I was just going to say that perhaps because they're in a minority
perhaps they feel that they have to defend themselves rather and not exactly take offence but
indicate their displeasure if they're not portrayed in a very idealised way.

Right. And you think that's why they're just not shown. For fear of offending.

Gill. I think so

Monica. Largely

Dorothy. Yes I think the larger and more secure a group feels then the more they can tolerate
either being mocked or teased or shown in a bad light. But conversely I think in a minority
people really feel they have to protect themselves and not be subjected to criticism.

Mary. And I think they would be really sensitive to, you know I think giving factual
programmes about Hindus and Muslims and these religions is one thing but as you were
saying making a fun of what would appear to be a humour programme or even you know
putting a character in a soap opera that perhaps, with their, all human frailties would be
Gill. I think partly though it's also, thinking about it, it's also to do with power.

Yes

Gill. Because the religious leaders in those sort of minority or ethnic minority groups are
extraordinary powerful in the community and it wouldn't be just that you were teasing or
knocking somebody that is like that. It would be actually knocking the group itself because the
religion is often so integral with the culture itself whereas that's not true in terms, because

there are so few people who actually go to Church now. It isn't so true of that.



Right. It's just interesting because when I interviewed the Muslim women they said I wish they
would include Muslims in soaps and show them as a normal family.

Gill. Oh right

Monica. That's interesting

Yeah they were fed up of the absences, of just not being seen as part of the community and
only, Islam only ever coming up in terms of arranged marriages, you know farwahs and all the
rest of it. They would have welcomed characters who showed the positive side of Islam.
Dorothy. I wondered if they would have welcomed the warts and all approach? Because that
must be very difficult for the people who are considering making one or two films or a series.

Yes
Monica. There'll certainly taboos that they wouldn't be able

No, at no

Monica. They wouldn't let, they wouldn't let a male scriptwriter up over the door anyway to go
and talk to them

Well

It wouldn't be so bad nowadays

Monica. No it's very, my daughters at a school, this is getting away from your subject, my
daughter's a school nurse in Tooting which has a tremendous Asian population and she has
great difficulty even as a female, getting to, she is often not allowed to examine children, even
for nits and this sort of thing. They do not like other people interfering with their womenfolk.
And they don't like them mixing and it's very, very difficult to get past the fathers and the
brothers and husbands. Very, very difficult.

Dorothy. And this will mean that very few of their own women can train to be nurses to do the
job

Monica. That's nght, that's right. So I don't see them opening doors for writers of soaps to get
the picture nght, to portray on TV.

It was interesting because all the women I spoke to were working. Had careers. Had been to
university.

Monica. an awful lot don't

No. I'm aware but that's what they're saying.

Monica. A huge proportion still don't speak English and are not about to leamn.

I was just surprised. They said no, it would be really nice because what our girls need are to

see women out in the community doing things. They need to know that you can dress in your
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traditional dress, you can still have jobs, you know wearing the traditional dress does not
mean that you are stuck in the House. So, they're looking to the broadcast media in whatever
shape or form to show them as part of the wider community not just part of the Muslim
community and so, as I say, particularly for the girls - role models.

Dorothy. I think the answer would be to have it made by people of their own beliefs

Monica. Yes, yes possibly

Dorothy. You wouldn't think that Christians or whatever were doing it in a judgmental way or
worse still 1n a mocking way. Any if they do it themselves they can portray themselves
honestly, these intelligent, these very intelligent sounding people, that would probably be a
great help.

Gill. And that's why goodness gracious me 1s so acceptable isn't it? Because it's them taking a
smile at themselves

Yes

Gill. And like we have to take the smile at ourselves

Connie. Well what's the matter with Bradford? Because the only time I really went to
Bradford what impressed me was that they're seemed to be no Britons in it.

Monica. It sounds like Tooting

Gill. Well they’re all Britons. That's the thing. They're all second generation. but I think that's
another subject

Connie. They may be a third generation for all 1 know but it was spectacular. You go to the
centre of Bradford and to see a white face is extraordinary.

Dorothy. And was it any better or worse for this?

Bill. It's out of place Connie

Dorothy. Or was i1t just that the colour was different or did it make it a better or worse place?
Connie. Well I mean for me it was a bit like going back to the West Indies.

Can I ask you want last very quick guestion? The way that the religious characters that we've
managed to think of how does the way they’re represented fit in with your own experience of
people.  mean it's Christian is mostly what we've come up with. How do the characters on TV
who are supposed to be Christian fit with your own experience of Christianity?

Dorothy. Well Gill has the same hairstyle as the Vicar of Dibley

Oh yes

Dorothy. That's too facetious but it's true

Sorry Betty?



Betty. I'm thinking that you're all talking about fiction, not talking about fact at all. So I really
can't say

Gill. Stereotypes

Gill. But I think in a way that's what grabs people. People don't watch Everyman. They watch
EastEnders. The vast majority of people watch the sort of soaps we've been talking about. And
actually, I remember one occasion Betty- this is absolutely true. I took a party of Mother's
Union ladies to Granada in Manchester to see Coronation Street and three of them wept. They
said they'd never be able to believe this again. Because they believed it.

Betty. They believed it so much?

Dorothy. It was like a pilgrimage?

Gill. It was. And it was horrendous. When they went in to the pub and found it was just a bar
and one table that people keep changing and putting. It was just horrendous. And the Street of
course 1s just the street and there is nothing behind it. There is no housing behind it.
Cardboard houses.

Gill. It was so real but what I’'m saying is that that's what they judge us on

Dorothy. But i1sn't that symbolic? It's just a cardboard image with nothing behind it.

Bill. That's right so

Monica. Hollywood's exactly the same.

But in terms of the way, of the way religious characters are shown, you know to pick up your
point Betty. If people don't go to Church, if they've not been brought up to go to Church or
maybe they were sort of dragged along to Sunday school and then they just thought that’s it
I'm not going back again and their memory is of the ministers that you talked about in your
youth, that kind of thing. Then their perception of Christianity is that it's sort of miserable and
moralistic and everybody's telling you off all the time. You know it's not a pleasant thing to be
involved in.

Betty. No I never came across somebody like that

No what I'm saying is if people have withdrawn from it and I know, colleagues say to me well
I'm not surprised Christians are shown like that because that's what Christians alike aren’t
they? Like that's what it was like when [ was forced to go to Church.

Dorothy. They think it's a succession of thou shalt not

Yes

Dorothy. And that's it

Louise. Dot Cotton would be what I think most people see as Christians
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Mary. Oh I don’t think so.

Louise. No people who don't go to Church

Gill. People outside the Church

People outside the Church

Betty. No I gave you the wrong impression there. [ was never forced to go to Sunday school or
Church.

No and I'm not saying you were and you didn't it was just that for people who were

Betty. We were just talking about the way the minister years ago, they used to be a different
way. Like they got up in the pulp its. To me, what I think of it now, they went up to play a
part.

Yes, yes

All I'm saying is that I know people who have been in churches with that kind of preaching
and as soon as they could leave the Church they did. They never ever went back again and
their view of Chnistianity, of the Church, is like you said, it's like that. Nothing's changed. It's
still like that. It's full of hellfire, damnation. You mustn't do this. You mustn't do that. So when
they see people like Dot Cotton and Mrs Mac what they're seeing

Gill. That reinforces it doesn't 1t?

That reinforces. They know that the Church is just like that. So what I'm interested in is if you
know Christianity if you know Christians how alike is your own experience with the way it's
shown on television? .

Davina. There's far too many Sunday - = 2 -l w0

Bill. No comparnison . -

Betty. No There's.not

Sorry what were yau.saying Davina?

Davina. I was saying there are far too many Sunday Christians.

In real life?

Davina. Yes. They’ll speak to you on Sunday when they’re dressed up, you're dressed up. And
see on Monday if they see you in the charity shop and they will turn the other way.

So in some ways that sounds like some of the characters?

Oh yes

Louise. There was a lad who was at college with me and he worked in the Quter Hebrides and

he worked 1n a hotel. So naturally he had to work on a Sunday and he said the locals there



would speak to im Monday to Saturday come Sunday if they saw him coming along the road
they would cross the road.

Gill. Because he wasn't supposed to be working?

Louise. Because he wasn't supposed to be working. Because they knew he worked on a
Sunday.

And that's the Free Church

Louise. Not all Sundays, some Sundays. He said they would actually cross the road to avoid
him.

Betty. That was the Free Church

Bill. That must be Free Church

Gill. No it could be Church of England actually. I can tell you when I was ordained a priest
Betty men that sat round my table drinking my wine crossed over the road so they didn't have
to speak to me . so please don't think it's in the past.

Betty. Well they were the ones that didn't want women priests oh

Gill. But don't think it's in the past. That's what people do sometimes

So in that case, in that case, are the way Christian shown on television, I mean you're saying
they 're stereotypes but in actual fact we’re now getting examples to say maybe they're not so
stereotyped after all..

Monica. Well do you not think the stereotype is a pooling together of all the things about that
particular body and you get like an average and there is no such thing as an average is there
really? D'you see what I'm saying? So what you get on television is the scriptwriters perceived
idea of all the different things about Christian.

Well how varied d'you think the image are?

I can't speak for the soaps because I don't watch them.

Right. Well my impression from what we've said, from what everybody said this evening, is
there isn't that much variance. There's either comedy or there's the Strait laced, narrow-
minded, interfering, maybe got a heart of gold but on the whole perhaps somebody you not
want to spend a lot of time with.

Mary. What they all have in common is that they're all pretty vocal. They have to be because
they are on television. They have to speak. And I think there are quite a few quiet, reflective

people in real life who say nothing or very little and therefore they’re discounted.
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Mary. Because they're not on television they have their own thoughts and they can
communicate with a few friends or one fnend or just keep their own counsel.

Gill. But I do think Dorothy, I'm sure you're right, I wouldn't discount anything you said, but I
do think, when [ worked on the big estate as a minister and people used to say things to me
like, you’re not like, you're a bit like the Vicar of Dibley Gill but you're not like the other
clergy on the telly. Because actually meeting clergy in the flesh, particularly at times of
bereavement or baptism, those sort of times which was the times I often met them, would be,
they would see you as a real person and it would actually conflict totally with all their
preconceived ideas. Which for most of them, let's face it, they've kicked up through the media
in some form or another and, or its what they grandma told them because they’ve never been
to Church in their life. And I think that's it's a great shame that in these, some of them which
deal with amazing things like AIDS and sexuality questions and all these sorts of things that
they can't put in a character who is genuinely Christian and would be sympathetic and
listening and understanding. And that's the way [ think many clergy are. I think there are a few
that are you know. There are lots of them have got a wonderful sense of fun. 1 know a few
Father Ted’s I'm sure but I think there’s that, it's a pity that the media don't, aren't able to
weave in the occasional story where the people are just genuinely good, professional and good
at what they do.

Mary. That's right and for people to meet you at a wedding or a funeral or a christening I think
the language there of those three events is so much easier to understand than quite a lot which
comes from a pulpit. Which is floating over their head and quite often people are sitting there
thinking I don't understand.

Gill. Yes because they don't know the language do they?

Dorothy. I mean someone up there could be speaking in Hindustani or whatever you know.
But weddings, christenings and funerals the language 1s understandable 1sn't it?

Beryl. Have we mentioned Ballykissangel? Because I think that 1s one series, 1t's not
particularly a soap, that does, it's comedy but i1t does treat the Church with respect and show
what a minister, well a priest because he's a Roman Catholic, his sympathy with his flock and
what he has to do and how he lives with them. They are shown as real people and so often
they are not in the soaps.

Monica. I think it's partly because it's set in Ireland and Ireland is so much more like that than
the mainland Britain.

Beryl. Yes. It's more real isn't 1t?



Monica. The Church, the Roman Catholic Church in Ireland's especially in rural areas still has
a very, very strong hold on its community and that can't be said of anything on the mainland to
the same extent but the Roman Catholic, and I would go as far as to say that the, what's the

name of the older minister
Oh yes the Bishop

No the father

No it's not the Bishop

I know who you mean now

Monica. He's the superior father of the two. I think he's far, he probably 1s far more like the
average Roman Catholic minister than the young ones that they are getting 1n. This young
Australian guy does not, really doesn't fit any that I've met so far, Roman Catholic ministers
I've met through my son-in-law and he's certainly not remotely like any of them but the other
one is very much like them. And they do, they do keep their flock very much under their
thumb and they dictate, they still dictate their lives and this sort of thing.

Mary. But they do say that the Irish priests, you know my brother-in-law is a Roman Catholic
and he said he was educated in a Jesuit school and he said it was the Irish prniests that were the
strictest and most severe with them

Yes, yes

Monica. Cruel

Mary. Yes cruel

Just stick with Ballykissangel rather than the Catholic Church. You're feeling Beryl is it's a
positive

Beryl..Yes because, well one of the things they brought in with the new priest is the fact that
he's an alcoholic.- .

Monica. A lot of them are

Mary. Yes

But are they treating it sensationally or sensitively?

Beryl. No sensitively, sensitively

Betty. No quietly, sensitively

Gill. but again you see you've got to have the flaw. I was thinking when we were talking about
the series that was on, The Lakes, that was on last year or the year before. Again you've got a
Roman Catholic priest but he's got to do something wrong. Like there's no drama, there's no

story unless there is a flaw, unless he does something wrong
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Yes

Monica. Yes in Ballykissangel they’ve all had one

Gill. And in Ballykissangel they've all had a major flaw haven't they?
Yes

But I mean there's a dilemma there though isn't there?

Gill. Yes absolutely because the drama comes from it

Because you also have this thing do you want the clergy to be up on a pedestal, to be
absolutely perfect, like that programme that Mary was talking about which wasn't popular
because you saw them as a human being or do you show them as a human being with flaws
and yet they manage to maintain their faith? I mean there's that tension isn't there? never
mind the, if absolutely nothing happens then there is no drama. We can't just see him
dispensing communion and what-have-you.

Gill. But maybe that's why the characters the sort of straight priests and clergy and I'm not
saying that people don't have flaws, but I guess the majority of clergy I know aren't alcoholics,
don't run off with other people's wives, aren't paedophiles or whatever. They have to be
secondary in whatever the series is. They can't take a major role because the only way they can
really take the major role is to show, is to create the drama, is to have that, the flaw. We all
have flaws. They don't, you never, I mean they'd take the Mickey out of the

Vicar of Dibley for her greed but nobody really takes it seriously do they? But the alcohol,
well the greed and the alcohol problem are only the same.

Yeah it's just one's chocolates and that's OK isn't it? All food.

Gill. It's really interesting

OK can I say thank you and we'll wind it up there?

End of interview

Interview notes. There were 12 people in this focus group. I was expecting it to be a group of
people who were part of a non-religious group. Gill, my contact person, was worried that not
enough people would turn up and therefore invited some members of her congregation to take
part - hence the large size of the group and the fact that Episcopalians dominated in what
should have been a non religious group. The large size of the group also made transcnbing
extremely difficult in terms of 1dentifying who all the speakers were. As a result some

speakers have been left unidentified. Only when it 1s clear who 1s speaking have they been

1dentified.
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Interview With The Dunblane Drama Club
(Anp, Alison, Sarah, Isla, Lynn, Jean)

I'll Just Explain Very Briefly. I'm Not Going To Be Asking You Questions and you've got to
give me the answers which are right and wrong ones. There are some questions but I hope the
structure of the thing will be like conversation. Talking amongst yourselves. The only rule I
would ask is please don't talk amongst yourselves because when it comes to transcribing the
tape it's an absolute nightmare and I can't do it. What I'm interested in is your opinions so
there's nothing right, there's nothing wrong. I'm not looking for anything incredibly deep, or
intellectual. It's about the way you would normally watch these programmes and the way you
would normally respond to them. So out of all the programmes that you have listed and
anything that pops into your mind as we go along can you think of any characters that are
meant to be religious?

Jean. Dot Cotton

Isla. Father Ted

Ann. And the Vicar of Dibley

Alison. And what's the, Ashley out of Emmerdale

Sarah. There is no one in coronation St at all is there?

Isla. Emily Bishop possibly.

Ann. Yes there used to be one wasn't there. She was killed off, her character. She had three
little -~ :ouv o L

Lynn. O Ena Sharples. . - .- o0 oo

isla. Oh was she? . = oo o mar oo

Yes. She . was a good Methodist. Wasn't she Church warden? ... S

(General agreement)

Lynn. Showing my age.

Well that's two of us. Because I could give you the answer.

Alison. Well Neighbours. I do watch 1t regularly - that Harold Bishop. Wasn't he Salvation
Army?

(General agreements)

Jean. Is he still in its? _

Yes he is. Frasier? L'l just go through programmes that people have mentioned. Anybody in
that?
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Isla. No there 1sn't.

Sarah. There used to be a guy in EastEnders. I can't remember his name

Jean. He was a minister?

Sarah. Yes he was. He used to be

Allison. So he was.

Sarah. The son of

He was the brother of Mel, yes. I never saw it at that point.

Ann. 0 yes I'd forgotten about him.

He's not; he's gone now hasn't he?

Jean. Then there was the young girl who went to his Church. Sarah. Remember she was only
15 or 16 wasn't she? She was actually quite into stealing and things and then she sort of
Ann. Converted

Jean. Yes.

We'll come back and discuss them in a minute. I'm just trying to get a list. Casualty?
(General agreement that none of the main characters are religious.)

The Bill?

Ann. Yes I do occasionally watch that

Isla. Yes I watch that. But there's nobody that springs to mind.

The Simpsons?

Isla. Oh yes the man next door. Good gracious how could one forget? I have that because I
can't remember his name. °

Ned Flanders.

Isla. Ned Flanders. My goodness yes he's your perfect, archetypal

Taggart?

Lynn. Yes because, what's the one who's taken over from Taggart? He's a Chrnistian, doesn't
drink. What's his name?

[sla. Jardine.

Lane. You know teetotal.

Isn't Jumes Macpherson his name, or the actor's nume?

Lynn. ] mean that's what I said I like to watch but I can't remember the names.

Alison. I used to watch it when it was the old Taggart but I haven't really seen 1t much. I
remember him when he was still with, when Taggart was still the boss but not since he died.

Lynn. Yes it's Jardine but he's always having a crisis isn't he or something like that. Isn't he?
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I haven't seen it since, like you. Men Behaving Badly? Hollyoaks?
Ann. Yes there is a young girl in it at the moment. A little bit like the young girl in
EastEnders. A young girl who was up to no good and all of a sudden has converted and

become very religious

Sarah. There was another girl as well she was a swot. And her dad was

Anna

(Can’t hear this but comments about Anna's dad)

She doesn't seem to be very much, well

Sarah. I think that when she found out that her father had had an affair that introduced some
questioning

For those of you that dor't know her father was a vicar. Brookside?

Lynn. Well that reminded me because there was a cult Church wasn't there on Brookside?
Alison. Oh years and years ago that's right.

Lynn. That was when you said about she'd become very religious because they had, it didn't,
well I suppose it came over quite well in that it was a cult, but it wasn't a very positive
message.

I'll ga an ta haw it was actually done in a minute if that's QK. Anything currently?

Ann. I don't think so. No. I saw it last night but there 1s nothing I can think of at the moment.
OK. Anybody else watched Brookside? OK. Friends?

Isla. I don't really watch that programme. It's more one of Amy's programmes.
Alison. Phoebe has some odd beliefs doesn't she? Kind of religious beliefs.
They're sort of spiritual beliefs -

Alison. Yes sheis.

Ann. When it suits her. ...

isla. She's a bit like the rest of us.

Cold Feet?

Ann. No, No there's nothing I can think of

ER?

Ann. I watched that last night.

Sarah. I watched that last night too. It was very sad wasn't 1t?

Ann. I like Dr Green.

Sarah. So do L.

Isla. Is he religious though?
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Ann. No., I suppose it does come up 1n some story lines doesn't it?

But none of the characters are?

(General agreement)

Clocking Off?

Ann. No there is nobody in that yet it's

Jean. No not yet that 1t might come 1nto its

[sla. Square eyes over there!

Ann. That's what [ was thinking. It sounds awful.

It's having teenage children isn't it?

Ann. It is. It's Kirsty. She puts these things on and I think O what's that and the next thing is
you're watching it.

Isla. You're drawn into it so

OK so some of these characters, think about the ones you mentioned and whichever ones you
actually want to talk about, how do you know that there's supposed to be the religious
character?

Ann. Dot Cotton spouts passages out of the Bible all the time doesn't she?

What sort of person is she a, apart from spouting from the Bible?

Ann. I think she's an interfering person but she's a very kind person. She cares about people
Lynn. She's very naive some ways isn't she?

Ann. Yes

Isla. One of the old school isn't she? Kind of, from another generation. Which she is I suppose.
Jean. I think she tries to be a do-gooder or all the time as well. Doesn't always come across
like that but I think she has the heart of being good to people but it isn't always portrayed.
Isla. Heart’s 1n the right place - . : . <~ - .

Jean. I think she means well

What about any other characters?

Isla. Well Harold Bishop in Neighbours is always doing good deeds.

Ann. He never sees the bad side in any body

Isla. No

And. He always says there is a good side in everybody

How clear it is it though that that’s to do with him having a faith? As opposed to just being a

nice person. I suppose that's the kind of distinction the time looking for.

294



Isla. I think because they’re portrayed in equal quantities. You see as much of him being a
member of the Salvation Army as you do of him doing good deeds so they run sort of paraliel.
Whereas somebody who's just a good person, that's what comes across more than the religious
side of things. Whereas in Harold Bishop the two run alike side-by-side.

So it is so clearly flagged up isn't it that he's part of the Salvation Army?

Isla. Oh yes

He makes reference is my impression

Jean. I mean he runs functions for them as well. They had a fashion show to fundraiser for the
Salvation Army.

Isla. He does. He talks about it a lot. And he's always practising the tuba, or the euphonium, or
whatever it is he plays.

Lynn. It's like any character, I mean. If you've got to an alcoholic or a recovering alcoholic
this constant reference to it in the script and they've got to do that really to either it remind you
what this person's character is like or for new people to the series. Whereas perhaps we
wouldn't it constantly refer to us doing good deeds, or going to Church, in our own
conversation. I mean that's what would come up in a script.

Sarah. With Dot Cotton they actually had that dilemma with Ethel because that's immediately
brought her into what did she do when she went to her religion.

How did you feel that was handled those of you that saw it?

Sarah. I only saw part of it unfortunately.

Alison. I thought 1t was handled quite sensitively.

Ann. Yes, quite sensitively. Y-es, I was thinking about it myself. Yes | felt they had done it
quite well..

Sarah. Yes you did feel sorry for her

Ann. You could sense the struggle that she was going through.

. She was, she was very upset about it.

Alison. Because 1t was against her religious beliefs. And yet she wanted to do what her friend
had asked her to do.

Jean. I think she was torn between the two wasn't she her belief and her friend

Ann. Yes

Yes because I suppose that there was that whole thing about wanting to get convicted for
something wasn't there. She wanted to be punished?

(General agreement)
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I think you said something before Isla about she's very old fashioned or something like that.
Old school.

Isla. She always strikes me as being like your mother would have been. Like from that
generation where they were always a good and clean living, Welt not always, the you know.
They were good and clean living and always looked out for their neighbours and they came
from a generation where that was the accepted thing to do. She always strikes me as being a
wee bit like that. She likes to know everybody else's business. A type of the village kind of
mentality where everybody knows everybody else's business.

Does she ever come across as being judgmental?

Isla. Well again I think she would. When she thinks they're not going by the rules laid down in
the Bible, yes she could be a. There are having said that as far as her own son is concerned
Lynn. I’m trying to remember sometimes she might be critical of someone or say something
because she feels it's against her believes but she doesn't seem to write people off.

Ann. That's true.

Alison. Yes I would agree

Isla. Criticises but still maintains an interest 1in the well-being

Ann. Well she would still be a true and loyal friend I think wouldn't she?

Isla. That's interesting isn't it?

Ann. I sometimes wonder that so, she's quite an nosy person isn't she a, it does like to know
everybody's business. And I don't know whether that's part of it was well. There might be
something else I don't know about.

So you're suspicious that is not sought a Christian motivated?

And. Well when it suits her

Lynn. You wonder whether you would want her as a neighbour

Isla. Well having said that so we had an neighbour like that in Glasgow I remember. John will
tell you and she was wonderful. I wouldn't have been without her. Very nosy, wanted to know
everything that everybody was doing. If she heard something on the stair she was out. And she
could be really, really irntating at times but having said that I always felt secure. Nobody
would ever, ever get near my door but she would know about it and she would stop them and
demand to know why they were there. Yes she was old school.

Did she have a religious element?

Isla. No, no

It was just that community
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[sla. Just the same type of community concern. Tenement living. You know where everybody
knew everybody else's business and the doors were always open. Well they used to be

What about any of the other characters?

Sarah. Well apart from the obvious ones who wear dog collars well obviously that shows
where their religion is.

What about some of the dog collar characters? How do you think they are portrayed? You can
start with Father Ted if you like.

Sarah. Well is he not being a bit sarcastic?

Lynn. Sometimes they are a bit one dimensional, well two dimensional I should say.

Jean. I think Father Ted made a bit of a mockery of the southern Irish. You know the country
rather than the actual religions side. They're so laid back. I think they made fun of it more than
anything I don’t think it was the religions side they made fun of. Just Ireland in general

Sarah. I think it probably was making fun of religion, especially the celibacy. They were
always going about In like the lingerie department.

I mean father Jack or was saying feck, drink, it girls.

Isla. Well it's a standing joke in this house that everybody, all my children's friends, think that
John 1ooks like Father Jack. (Much laughter) but he does, but he does. So the next time, so the
next time fancy dress party we go to, he's to go, because Amy was determined he was going as
Father Jack, you were going to have party but you didn't, and she was going to make him a
white collar and he was to sit in a chair and say you know that were at.

Lynn. It was a garden party. John has always come as Rab C. Nesbitt no matter what the
theme was.

Isla. Rab C with attitude. 1 actually found it quite unfunny. I've had to watch it a few times
with Amy because she absolutely adores its and I found 1t really quite unfunny

Lynn. Yes

Can you explain why?

Ann. I found it really funny.

Alison. I loved 1t

Jean. I thought it was hilanous

Ann. And I didn't think of the religious side of the it's I just enjoyed it as a comedy.

I'm curious it's because it's not often you hear people saying they didn't find it funny.

Lynn. I do not find it funny either. I think because as I say they are very two-dimensional.

They'd these huge broad strokes at the character. You know what the line is going to be and
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you know the daft one is going to say it the daft things. The drunk 1 1s always going to say
what he normally says. And the woman's going to come in with the trolley. And after you've
seen it twice you think, I've seen it before.

Isla. Too predictable

Lynn. It just seems very repetitive

Isla. I just didn't find the characters credible. I just thought they were too

Sarah. They were exaggerated

Isla. Yes but just too much so. I tell you I couldn't stand at either, and trying to make
comparisons. You know that guy he used to do ‘Oh Betty’, what was his name. (Frank
Spencer) for the same reason. It was too over the top. Too over the tops silly for me. I just
wanted to say don't be stupid. You know, like you would with the children in the nursery if
they get over the top and a bit silly.

Sarah. | found Frank Spencer annoying but I didn't find Father Ted annoying

Allison. I didn't either

Ann. No I didn't either. I just enjoyed it for the comedy

Tyler. Chewing the facts more my kind of humour.

Let's move on. The Vicar of Dibley?

Lynn. Again that's the same. Half of it goes over my head. Emily said oh it’s wonderful, O
watch it Lynn so I made a point of watching it and again everybody was so type cast and
stereotyped with in this sort of thing, it you know everybody's going to react the same way and
it becomes unfunny because it's not subtle. For me anyway. It's nothing to do with the fact that
its vicars and priests it’s the depth of character.

Alison. 1 think the characters, I find the characters very funny at times.

How did you actually feel about-the vicar herself? The way she's treated and the way she’s a
vicar?

Ann. I'd quite enjoyed it actually a thought she brought a little bit of light and warmth and
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