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SUMMARY

Some of the main areas of change in nineteenth century Britain were
seen in develomments in social structure and values, the emergence of
class and the dynamics of class consciousness. The role and impact of
the working class within these social mocesses has been em phasized,
while the analysis of the middle class is still at a relatively early
stage. This study seeks to understand the nature of the middle class
through a local case study and from a theoretical prspective that is
well suited to such an undertaking. In the past, nineteenth century
social structures have tended to be viewed descriptively and non-
theoretically, or from a perspective that was heavily in fluenced by
Marx. This work nas sought to exploit the most notable pst-Marxian
model of social develoment, that of Weber.

The Weberian view of class is pluralistic, based on distinctions
within classes and a differentiation of factors in the process of
class formation. Three elements are observed in the creaticn of
class. The first is the objective market value of the individual; the
gsecond is pwer and relationships with mrties and organizations; and
the third is status, which is o ften closely related to economic
wsition. In employing a Weberian approach a somisticated methodolgy
- one of the main contributions of the thesis - has been develo ped.
Two major compnents of the middle class profile have been identified.
These are the physical and objective profile (corresponding broadly
with the economic or materialist manifestations ofclass), and the
psychological or subjective profile (corresponding with the status
elements of class). Linking or synthesizing the two is the
organizational or institutional manifestations of class.

This analysis of the multi-d imensional middle class has focused on a
single city, Glasgow, during the years 1800 %o 1870. I% is a study o f
the middle classes in the early stages of formation, prior to
maturity. Urban centres were the main context in which nineteenth
century middle class values and identity were articulated, and Glasgow
ig a marticularly suitable case for close study. The city had a rich
and large middle class, established traditions, a varied industrial
and commercial profile and a pattern of economic development that
reflected many of the significant changes seen within Britain during
the period. The economic character ocf a local area was a major
in fluence on the creation of class structures. So %00 was the
intellectual environment. The intellectual context of the Glasgow
middle class was influenced by an array of distinctive Scottish
cultural perceptions based in the church, law and education and
especially in the wecepts of the Scottish Enlightenment, which had a
residual but im prtant influence in the nineteenth century.

The main part of the study explores the dynamic evolution of the
physical profile of the Glasgow middle class. The emphasis in on a
statistical presentation within a number of specific categories -
occummtion, social and femily structure, roperty, wealth and income
and finally consum ption. These are supplemented by an outline of
methodology and statistical techniques in the Appendices. Occumtion
and economic activity are snown to be the primary elements in class
and individual identity. It is within the occumtional context that
all other criteria of class are discussed. The Glasgow middle class
was an occupationally diverse group~- a diversity born out of the
broad economic functions of the city. Despite the significance of



industry within the local economy, as late as the 1860's the Glasgow
middle class was not typically engaged in manufacturing mrsuits.
With a structure dominated by dealing and trades, commerce and the
wo fessions, there nhad been much continuity in occupational structures
since the late eighteenth century. Relatively gradual change in this
im prtant area of experience contributed to the stability and strength
of the middle classes at times of social turmoil.

Subsequent discussion of the physical profile em phasizes the
characteristics of individuals and families who formed the main
statistical sample on which this study is based - the 1861 Record
Linked Sample {whkich is com pared with samples from 1800 and 1332).
Individuals and their family circumstances were highly influenced by
occumation and by life-cycle stage. Most middle class households wers
of a nuclear type, and small families (with evidence of family
limitation) tended to be most evident among the lower middle class
em ployee groups. Servant kee ping was influenced by family life-cycle,
and closely linked to the higher status occupations. Servant keeping
had a strong correlation with occummtion type and with other concrete
indexes of wealth such as income, wealth at death, and size and value
of the house. But significantly only half of the sample ke pv resident
domestic servants. Following a trend seen in most Scottish cities,
the majority of Glasgow middle class households l1ived in flatted
dwellings, but these were of a particular type exclusive %o the middle
class.

Bvolving individual wealth holding, in the form of worperty, wealth at
death (based on confirmation inventories) and income, showed a
continuity that mirrored much of the continuity seen in occupation
structures. As with other aspects of the thysical mwofile, wealth was
highly determined by life-cycle stage. Wealth was aa important
outward criterion of status; great riches gave access to power and
prestige. Increasingly oppulent consumption patterns were also
notable. But most of the middle class were only modestly rich and
could not engage in conspicuous consum ption. Their wealth was derived
largely from direct merticipmtion in economic activity. There was a
vast growth in tne wealth holding potential of the upper miadle class
during the course of the nineteenth century, but the largest growth in
numbers was seen among the lesser wealthy lower middle class. Despite
vast riches, most wealth forms were conservative in nature. Safe
investments in low yielding property or bank accounts, family
businesses or local shares were the most common wealth forms seen in
Glasgow.

The central part of fthe thesis considers the organizational profile of
the Glasgow middle class, seen by Weber as an overt index of status,
lifestyle and group identity. Organizations, of which two types are
identified - traditional and new - were a major arena for tThe
articulation of individual prestige and group values. There were
networks of organizations within a locality, with multiple links
between them and with similar bodies elsewhere. Economic organizations
were especially early in establishing links with equivalent groups in
other cities. Despite certain dramatic changes, organizations ensured
relative stability end continuity in middle class mwer holding within
the ¢ity. Though enabling the retention of power, the character of
organizaticns did evolve during the period. Against the background of
an expanding and increasingly alien city, traditional organizations,
notably the church and municipality, were unable to adapt
sufficiently quickly to deal with the exigencies of the age. C(Crisis



and intra-class conflict were preciptated during the first taree
decades of the nineteenth century, by established structures of elite
pwer holding. To supplement a vacuum in urban social management, and
to compensate for a decline in confidence in the capcities of many of
the traditional centres of organized power, flexible, democratic,
'target orientated' voluntary organizations were tormed. While many
were linked to older institutions such as the church, these bodies
were a new element in middle class organizational experience.
Voluntary organizations disseminated the values of the evolving middle
class and addressed a vast array o f cancerns - economic, reforming,
charitable, educational and organizing. Their most important
function, was to negotiate relationships with the exranding working
class. But they also played a role (of increasing significance as the
nineteenth century advanced and the municipglity re-assumed more of
the functions of social management) in negotiating intra-class
relationships and hierarchies.

Though the impact of organizations in the lives of middle class
individuals was clearly variable, they were a vital element in
determining the formal allocation of power and status, and
circumscribed many aspects o f groupassociation. These themes are
explored more fully in the final part of the thesis which considers
the psychological mrofile. Power and status were formal and vested in
traditional organizations such as the Town Council, but they could
also be informal in character. There wers many links between power
(in its several forms) and great wealth, elite family connections and
involvement in prestigious areas of economic activity. The
significance of tradition is again indicated by the continuity in the
groups who directed and nheld power and social esteem. This, it is
proposed, was vital to the maintenance of stability and authority
within the changing city. But new wealth and new groups were not
excluded from hierarchies of power and status. The strength ofold
elites lay in their flexibility and gradual accommodation of the new.
In particular they recognized the role of the new middle classes,
sgpecially those involved in industry, in negotiating relationships
with the expanding working class.

Middle class psychology was demonstrated also through outlook,
attitudes and values. C(Class specific values were seen in a number of
areas, but the middle classes were marticularly characterised by an
evolving array of perceptions related to three specific and inter-
connected areas of experience. Relationships between social classes
and attitudes towards the working class were perhaps the mos®t
important areas in the evolution of the middle class psyche. The
develomment of the urban environment and the emergence of municiml
pride were also significant; as was the perceived economic role of
the middle classes. 1In conjunction these three aspects of value
formation created a distinct middle class outlook and identity, one
that was to evolve from insecurity and perceptual turmoil in the first
three decades of the nineteenth century, to great stability, optimism
and confidence by the 1870's.
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1.1 Introduction

In the analysis ofeconomic and social change, historians have been
particularly concerned with Britain from the late eighteenth century,
and especially with the nineteenth century. It was a time ofmajor
evolution in economic structures, rapidly increasing wealth and the
unpreéedented growth of towns and cities. But above all it was a
period of significant alteraticns in the way in which peorple lived.!
These trends were perceived during the nineteenth century to be
important and dramatic - likely to have a profound impact on the
future of Britain. Such trends also have implications for our
understanding of economy and society as they exist today - for in
seeking to identify the factors that promoted change, and chart and
elucidate the responses of individuals and groups, the historian makes
a positive and valuable contribution to contem porary perceptions and

outloo k.2

Some of the principal aspects of change were seen in developments iIn
society - in social structure and values, in the emergence of class in
Britain, and in the dynamics of class consciousness. 3ocial history,
and the associated concern with 'Social Questions', have been central
to the interests of the modern historian for several decades - 'We
want to know not only what laws were made and battles fought or even

how men got their living, but what it felt like to be alive, how men

L H. Perkin The origins of modern English society 1780-1880 (London,
1969 - N.B. place of publication in all subsequent notes is London
unless otherwise stated) ppi1-3 :

2 E.H. Carr What is History? (1981) p.26 'The function of the
historian is neither to love the past nor to emancipate himself from
the past, but to master and understand it as the key to the
understanding of the present.




in history - not merely kings and popes, statesmen and tycoons, lived
and worked and thought and behaved towards each other.'”> Politicians
are also often concerned with the way in which social historical

trends reflect on or interact with contem porary issues. 4

In the recent past, there has been an understandable emtphasis, in the
study of society, on the character and experience of labouring peocple.
This has been in part for ideological reasons, as a reaction against
an earlier preoccupation with the history of traditional power elites
and their institutions. Consequently there has been a stress on the
theme of exploitation and on the struggle, by the poor and powerless,
to establish legal and political rights and a recognition of separate
cultural identity. This emphasis has also been conditioned by class
theory, notably that of Marx, the most power ful and influential modern
critique of social development. If 'the history of all hitherto
existing society is the history of class struggles' and the
proletariat are the focus of this structure of conflict, then
inevitably the character of the workirg classes and the struggles in
which they were engaged, will form the first concern of the
historian.? This is especially so if, in following the Marxian
thesis, the working class is perceived as not merely a part of
society, but the embodiment of society as a whole - 'the class which

makes a revolution appear from the beginning not as a class but as the

3 H.J. Perkin 'Social history' in H.P.R. Finberg (ed) Approaches to
History: a sympsium (1562) pp 51-82

4 See New Statesman 27 May 1983 - special supplement 'Victorian Values
- Historians take issue with Mrs Thatcher'

5 P. Calvert The concept ofclass: an historical introduction (1982)
.92




rewresentatives of the whole of society, simply because it is opposed
to class. It appears as the whole mass of society confronting the

.
single ruling class.'®

There have been many notable contributions to the understanding of the
evolution of the British working class and the develomment of social
processes from the working class pers;pective.7 The quality and
concentration of working class history and the history of class
struggles have placed this body of intellectual debate centre-stage in
the development of modern historical analysis. 'The working class
presence was, in .18%2, the most signficicant factor in British
political life' - and in the view of one of the most influential
historians of the genre, it was only in response to the impact ofan
insurgent working class from the late eighteenth century that other

groups formed an identity and established cohesion.8

But, although considerable and very desirable advances have been made
in this area, there have been few attempts to apply the same rigorous

analysis to other groups who, in terms of occupation, wealth or power

6 Sociological perspectives edited by XK. Thompson, & J. Tunstall
(Harmondsworth 1971) p. 49 quote from K. Marx Wage, labour and
capital (1849) Tho{lgh not all modern Marx-influenced historians
follow this line of thinking - see notably the work of R.Q. Gray.

7T The most notable are - E.P. Thom pson The making of the English
wor king class (1963); E. Hobsbawm Labouring Men (1964); J. Foster
Class struggle and the industrial revolution - early industrial
capitalism in three English towns (1974)

8 E.P. Thompson The making of the English working class pi2




are distincily different, notably the middle class.? Ideological
constraints have tended to shift the focus away from middle and upper
c}.ass groups - though the analysis of the latter, particularly the
aristocracy, derived from a non-Marxian intellectual tradition, has
experienced a renaissance in recent years. This renaissance is seen
particulariy in the development of interest in the broad area of
nineteenth century urban elites, groups who are increasingly rperceived
to have played a major role in the evolution of class and social
structure. Thus, civic traditions and leadership, wower hierarchies,
values, sources of wealth and family relationships among the upper
tiers of society have all been explored in depth.1o Despite this,
however, the entrenched Marxian approach still tends to obscure the
nature and role of the middle class. The concept of the 'bourgeoisie'
- often, but not always used as a synonym for 'middle class' - is
pejorative and inherently ambiguous, frequently applied in a confused
and inconsistent way.11 As a consequence of the lack of strong

theoretical foundations for the nature of the middle class, historians

9 The term 'middle class' is used in this study as it conveys no overt
socio-plitical meaning and allows the examination of the middle class
as a whole, not merely one part of the group It refersessentially
to those who were neither manual workers (except where employers), nor
aristocrats and landed gentry. See J. Raynor The middle class (1969)

10 Notably - F.M.L. Thompson English landed society in the nineteenth
century (1963); H. Perkin The origins of modern English society
(1969); Davidoff, L. The best circles: “society, etiquette and the
season (1973) ; W.D. Rubinstein Men of property; the very weal thy in
Britain since the Industrial Revolution (1984); M. Girouard The
return to Camelot: chivalry and the English gentleman (1984)

i For an elaboration of this criticism see - P. Calvert The concept of
Class pp.68-87 ; J. Foster Class struggle and the industrial
revolution states pi61 'It is not easy, (or even very useful) to
propose a tidy definition for a towns bourgeoisie'.,; A. Giddens The
_ class structure of the advanced societies (1981) p31 - at one point
Marx identifies the middle ciass as a transitional class, later
though, he writes of a true capitalist middle class developing out of

feudalism.




have been mainly concerned, when attention has focused on this group,
with attempts to define and subdivide - particularly by concrete or
objective criteria.'? Yet precise definition, and the setting of
boundaries that circumscribe the middle class, have not been notably
successful: no single, comprehensive or widely accepted definition of
the grﬁup has yet been produced. Nor, indeed, beyond the Marxian
theoretical context, has there been any de finitive statement on the
concrete nature of social class which incorporates the middle class -
though many historians have called for the consistent application of

class measure 8.1 3

Analysis of social structures outside the working class has been most
successful in the examination of groups which appeared at the margins
between classes - notably the labour aristocracy, master artisans,
tradesmen and lesser shopkeepers. Though generally viewed from within
a Marxian. perspective, such studies ~ their 'Marxism worn lightly' -
cast valuable light on the nature of the middle claSS.M' Attempts to
identify and examine specific areas or sub-groups within the middle

class - such as women, industrialists or clerks - have also had some

12 . Mayer 'The lower middle class as a historical problem' Journal of
Modern History 47 (1975) p.424; P.N. Stearns 'The middle class:
towards a preliminary definition' Comparative Studies in Society and
History 21 (1979) 3%69-388.

13 see A. Armstrong quoted in S.A. Royle 'Aspects of nineteenth century
small town society, a comparﬁ;ive study from Leicestershire' Midland
History 5 (1979/80) p.52 - ATmstrong has attempted to achieve this
through use of the Registrar Generals Five-class model.

4 por example §. Crossick (ed) The lower middle class in Britain
1870-1914 (1977); G. Crossick & H. Haupt (eds) Shopkeerers and master
artisans in nineteenth century Burope (1984); R. Gray The labour
aristocrac}__i_g Victorian Edinburgh (0xford 1976)

10



success.15 In addition, specific aspects of life-style, values,
institutions and patterns of wealth holding have been examined
use fully.16 But perhaps the greatest success in the study of social
structure at all levels, but of the middle class in particular, has
come in the general movement away from broad national analyses to the
emphasis on detailed local case studies. The local area - city, town,
village, rural district - was the context in which, for all but the
small group who formed the upper class, 1life was conducted, social
contacts circumscribed and power struggles and the classic Marxian
class conflicts articulated.!’ TLocal ‘case studies - of which t%he
resent work is an example - are the only mechanism through which the
details of social relationships, 'in action', can be identified.'8 The
development of case studies of social class, and the imaginative use
of the varied personalized data sources that proliferated in the
nineteenth century - of particular value in the analysis of the middle

class - have resulted in a small number of notable advances in the

15 P. Branca Silent sisterhood, middle class women in the Victorian
home (1975) ; B. Smith Ladies of the leisure class: the bourgeoisie of
northern France in the nineteenth century (Princeton 1982) ; F.
Crouzet The first mdustrlallsts- the problem of origins (Cambridge
1985) ; K. Honeyman Origins ofenterprise - business leadershipin
the industrial revolation (1984) ; G. Anderson Victorian Clerks
(1976) ; D. Lockwood The black coated worker (1958)

16 j7.A. Banks Prosperity and mmrenthood (1954) ; L. Davidoff The best
circles: society, etiquette and the season (1973) ; J.A. Garrard (ed)
The middle class in polities (1978) ; F.K. Prochaska Women and
philan thro phy in nineteenth century England (0xford 1980 0) ; W.D.
Rubinstein Men of property: the very wealthy in Britain SlHC° the
industrial revolution (1981)

17 P. Goubert 'Local History' Daedalus 100 (1971) ppii13-114

18 Seen most notably in E. Le Roi Ladourie Montaillou; Cathars and
Catholics in a French village 1294-1324 (trans. Harmondsworth 1980)

11



understanding of the subject.19

But though the study of the nineteenth century middle class,
especially the middle class in Scotland, is still at an early stage,
the prospects for continued development are good, and are likely to be
aided further by the systematic application of a post-Marxian class
theor;} which is more receptive to the notion of a central and
strongly identifiable middle class and which does not make inter-
class conflict its basic focus. The sothisticated Gramscian critique
of Marx shows elements of this tendency - with its recognition of two-
way hegemonic processes and its reduced emrthasis on the stark
exploitative relationships between the classes.?9 Other post-larxian
models, particularly those of Aron, Dahrendor{ and Veblen, also
ful fill aspects of this requ:i.lr.'ement.21 But the most notable - though
asyet little used by historians - is that of Weber, whose theories

form the foundations of the present study.

While various aspects of middle class life, values and institutions
have been examined and sophisticated local case studies have appeared,
as yet there has been little systematic attempt to identify the

dynamic evolution of the detailed, physical and psychological

19 For example - A. Daumard La Dourgeoisie tarisienne de 1815 a 1848
(Paris 1963) ; R.J. Morris The Leeds middle class 1820-1850 (Final
report to SSRC Committee of Economic Affairs June 1933); A. Howe The
cotton masters 1830 - 1860 (1984)

20

For an excellent Gramscian-derived approach see Gray, Edinburgh.

21 4. perkin The origins of modern English society is informed by the
work of %the sociolcgist Aron ; J.R. Vincent Pollboo ks: how the
Victorians voted (1967) and R.S. Neale Class and ideology in the
ninetesnth century (1972) are influenced by Dahrendorf |[see R.S.
Neale Class in English history 1680-185C (0x ford 1981)}; The theories
of Veblen have influenced B. Smith Ladies of the leisure class and

H.E. Meller Leisure and the changing city, 1870-1914 (1976)

12
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structures of the British urban middle class in the nineteenth
century. In defining the middle class, too often simple, one
dimensional, objective indexes have been used, frequently obscuring
the role of peripheral groups. There is a need for a multi-dimensional
approach - one which can combine the various commonly used indices to
allow a more specific and dynamic definition of the middle class
relative to social structure as a whole. It is not sufficient, merely
to consider the concrete characteristics of class: contemmporary
assessments demonstrate that social hierarchy was not determined
simply by wealth or occupation. Status, power and prestige, the
subjective aspects of class existed alongside the concrete
hierarchies. There is, therefore, a need systematically to integrate
the objective and subjective criteria of class: which can only be
achieved through the application of a flexible and broad social theory
such as that developed by Weber. It is with this aim in mind that the
present workwas formulated. Based on a local case study and using
innovative techniques of data analysis, the nature and conditions of
the middle class as a whole has been examined, with attention also to
sub-groups within the class, particular families and individuals, and

those that fell on the perirphery.

Historians, not excluding those influenced by Marx, have tended to
examine class descriptively and subjectively - fo rely heavily on

contemporary perceptions, which were often confused and inconsistent,
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rather than address the problem from the perspective of class theory.22

Althcugh contem porary usage is acknowledged and extensivley exploited
in this study - the terminology of class was after all the product of
the nineteenth century, a means of rationalizing and describing the
evolving relationships between groups of individuals - a theoretical
approach is employed. The Weberian view of cléss, though it forms
part of the same intellectual tradition as that of Marx and
acknowledges his j_nf]_mence,g3 is pluralistic - based upon distinctions
within classes and a differentiation of factors in the process of
class formation. Three elements are observed in the creation of
class structures and consciousness. The first is the objective mariet
value of the individual. Class according to Weber, accepting the
contributions of Marx, is closely related to - at times synonymous
with - the production and acquisition of goods. It is also determined
by the associated area of 'work situations'. The second aspect in the
Weberian analysis is the status of individuals - which is o ften,
though not always, closely related to and determined by economic
position. Status refers to stylesof life, patterns of consumption
and display, prestige and the esteem with which an individuwal is held
in society. The final element is the relationship between individuals

and power structures, organizations and parties, and the processes of

22 'Itis probably in respect of class that I shall be found, by the
sociological, most wanting. I have used the language of class more as
it was used by mid-Victorians than as it is used by any ancient or
modern school of theorist - ie I have used it continually and
confusedly. M™id-victorian society, it is hardly too much to say, was
obsessed by class, and riddled with class consciousness, and perharps
not clear what it all meant.' G. Best Mid-Victorian Britain 1851-1870
(Glasgow 1979) mi5

23 p. Calvert The concept of class p.100
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pwer acquisi tion.24

In employing a Weberian class analysis, a complex methodology for
liocal social group analysis has been developed.25 This new
methodological approach, it will be argued, is one of the main
contributions of the thesis, capable ofbeing applied generally in
detailed examinations of the dynamics of class formation in all areas.
Derived from Weber, twp principal components in the middle class
pro file have been identified. These are the physical profile -
corresponding broadly with the econonic or materialist manifestations
of class - and the psychological profile -~ corresponding with the
status elements of class. Linking and synthesizing the two elements of
the profile is a final aspect, the organizational or institutional

manifestations of class.

To understand the context of class psychology it is necessary to
establish initially the thysical and objective characteristics of the
group under analysis. This is approached in the first part ot the
study, which examines the quantifiable elements of the Glasgow middle
class social character during the years 1300 to 1870 - occupation,
class and family structure, wealth in its various forms, and material
consum ption. The intention is tc provide a dynamic picture of the

changing objective nature of the group by using sources that show the

24 ibid che4 ; H.H. Gerth & C.W. Mills (eds) From Max Weber - essays

in sociology (1967) pp.180-196 ; R. Bendix & S.M. Lipset (eds)
Class, status and power: a reader in social stratification (Glencos,

Illinois 1953) ppé3-T74

25 This methodology is much influenced by the pioneering work of Morris
on the Leeds middle class. See R.J. Morris 'In search of the urban
middle class. Record linkage and methodology: Leeds 1832' Urban
History Yearbook (1976) ppi15-20
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precise circumstances of individuals and by applying computer based
techniques of personal record linkage. The middle class is
conceptualized as both a physical and psychological phenomenon. The
main arena in which these characteristics were formulated and
articulated was an array of nineteenth century urban organizations and
institutions, the analysis of which, within the local Glasgow context,
will form the second major part of this study. Local organizations
were multiple and highly differentiated - there were the traditional
soclo-legal organizations of family and church, the political parties
and the formal organizations of commerce, trade and the
municipality. Above all there were the voluntary associations:
educational, charitable, reforming and entertaining. These were
innovative, dynamic and adaptive organizations whose development
within the urban centres of Brifain from the early nineteenth century
was closely linked to the evolution of middle class consciousness and

power.26

Nineteenth century local urban organizations were concrete phenomeno.
with important implications for the development of group psychology.
This dual characteristic is reflected in the methodology, and is
linked to the final wmajor aspect of the study, the psychological
profile of the middle class. C(Class psychology - corresponding with
the Weberian elements of status and power - is approached mainly,
though not entirely, from a subjective perspective, set within the
context of the previously defined objective boundaries of the group

Employing an array of contemporary sources, the dynamic

26 R.J. Morris 'Voluntary societies and the British urban elite 1780~

1850' Historical Journal 26 (1983) n96
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characteristics of status and power, patterns of association and
social networks are analysed. Additionally, the nature of value
articulation within areas that are identified &s central in the
formation of middle class identity - values associated with inter-
class relationships, with commerce and trade, and the concept of the
nmunicipality - have been subject to detailed examination. Throughout
the study, a 'key year' approach is employed, though frequently
supplemented by éources and data from other years. Thus the years
1800, 1832 and 1861 are particularly subject to emrphasis, because of
the regular way in which they break the broader period, but also as a
result of a favourable conjunction of sources which tend to occur on

or about these years.27

Throughout this analysis of the multi-faceted characteristics of the
middle class, the principal aim will be to demonstrate the tensions
between forces of continuity and change in the creation of class
structure and consciousness. In considering the Glasgow case a number
of notable hypotheses and propositions, developed mainly within a
national context, will be tested. One particular area of concern is
the impact of eighteenth century structures of economy, society,
wealth and values on the dynamics of middle class formation.28 Tt will

be shown that despite the rise of modern industry, entailing

27 gee Appendices 1 and 2 for details on the sources, methodology and

'key' year approach.

28 on the influence of eighteenth century patterns of wealth and
property see W.D. Rubinstein Men of Property ; the impact of
eighteenth century values and ethos see T.R. Tholfsen 'The
intellectual origins of mid-victorian stability' Political Science
Quarterly 86 (1971) 57-91 ; also H. Perkin The origins of modern
English society ; M.J. Wiener English culture and the decline of the
industrial spirit 1850-1980 {(Cambridge 1981)
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significant influence and wealth for manufacturers and massive
changes in the manner in which middle class l1ife was conducted, the
eighteenth century had a decisive impact in determining patterns of
society, social relationships and economic structures in the
nineteenth century city.' There was essential continuity in many
aspects of social experience -~ and the pervasive influence of certain
central eighteenth century values, commonly held by all elements in
urban soclety and buttressed by an array of traditional Scottish
prece pts, contributed to relative political stability and class
harmony in Glasgow. But it will also be shown that there was
considerable change in the c.‘naracter of the environment and econony
and particularly in the nature of society. MNew groups rose with novel
values and an ethos that reflected changing economic situations.
Above all there was the emergence of the middle class as a conscious,
identifiable, powerful and growing element within British life. The
urban middle classes, it is argued, were the pivot of social and
political power in the nineteenth century - particularly in cities
such as Glasgow where the influence of the aristocracy was
traditionally weak Their early, town based and organizationally
focused class consciousness had a major role to play in the
develomment of working class identity and determined the functions of
the upper classes. In the analysis of the develomment of class and the
creation of class siructures, an understanding of the essential nature
of the middle class - the group which falls at t‘he centre - is vital

to the understanding of the structure as a whole.
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1.2 The case study

This analysis of the multi-dimensional nineteenth century middle class
has focused on a single city, Glasgow. In order fully to understand
»the essential and evolving character of a social group it is necessary
to undértake local case studies, and the urban centres of nineteenth
century Britain were the mairn context in which middle class values and
identity were articulated: "I}he British towns of the industrial
revolution period were the creation of their middle class, and in turn
rrovided the theatre within which that middle class sought, extended,
expressed and defended its power.’19 There are, however, problems
associated with an examination based on Jjust one town or ci‘cy.2o
‘Difficulties arise from the selection of particular centres which,
because of their specific economic character and social orientation,

21

can lead to untypical or even biased results. It is clear, for

instance, that the development of class structures could assume a

19 R.J. Morris 'The middle class and British towns and cities of the
industrial revolution 1780-1870' in D. Fraser & A. Sutcliffe (eds) The
pursuit of urban history (1983) p286k

20 B.M. Cook 'Local leadership and the typology fo New England towns
1700 to 1785' Political Science Quarterly 86 (1971) n586 - questions
the value of single micro studies which attempt to represent general
ex perience.

21 7. Poster Class Struggle and the Industrial Revolution: early
industrial capitalism in three English towns (1977) pp.2-3 This
notable 'case study analysis of three towns suggests that r'the
'individual community' is 'never much wmore than an arbitary

. + . . . ] A
geographical bite out of a larger political system'.
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variety of characters within contrasting localities.22 A traditional
market town in the rural West Country would have a very different
evolutionary profile to that of a single industry town in the
manufacturing regions of the nineteenth century North. WNevertheless,
by selecting a large and established urban centre - a metropolitan
city and the focus of a regional economy - a city with a capacity, due
to the diversity of its eccnomic profile, to regpresent the broad range
of class experience, the difficulties associated with a single centre
analysis, or even a comparative analysis of several variable but small
centres, are m:’.tigated,z3 Glasgow i1s particularly suitable in this
respect. The city had established traditions, a varied industrial and
commercial profile and a pattern of economic development that
reflected many of the significant changes seen within Britain as a
whole during the course of the nineteenth century. Its economy
initially was dominated by commerce and trade, to which were added
textile manufacturing, iron and coal, engineering and finally
shipbuilding. Glasgow was a city with an'Empire' orientation - the
popular ethos was distinct and outward looking. As the metropolitan
focus of nineteenth century Scotland it has been singularly neglected
in social analysis. Thus, while no urban centre, even a large city
can entirely reflect the totality of British social experience,

Glasgow does rpresent a very favourable case for detailed study.

Yet there are certain problems associated with the 'big city' case

ez R.J. Morris 'The middle class and British towns and cities of the
industrial revolution' p.289 ; S.A. Royle 'Aspects of nineteenth
small town society: a comparative study from Leistershire' Midland
History 5 (1979-80) p50 ; D. Smith Conflict and Comgromise - class
formation in English society 1830-1914 (1982) pxi

23 R.J. Morris The Leeds Middle Class 1820 - 1850 (Final report to
SSRC Committee of Economic Affairs June 1983) pi
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study, especially those concerning the distribution of power, status,
residence and economic structures between the urban centre and the
region in which that centre is situa‘ced.24 Regional economic character
inevitably will differ from that of the service orientated,
metropolitan city. Elites outwith the city - their wealth, residence
and principal economic activities distributed though the region - may
yet have a significant role to play within the city, in the
manipulation of power, holding of status positions and in determining
institutional policies and attitudes. Class structures and
relationships are infiuenced by events and trends beyond the city
boundaries. The ownership of property or residential distributions
are not dictated by the often arbitrary divisions imposed by municipal
or electoral boundaries - though the latter inevitably impose on the

sources and methodoclogy employed in a study such as this.

The date at which the present study ends, 1870, reflects concern about
these problems. After 1870, with the development of an extensive
suburban and regional transport network in the West of Scotland, many
elements especially of the wealthier middle class came to reside
outwith the formal limits of the city.>” Developments in the dynamic

heavy industrial sector, notably shipbuilding, were also largely

24y, Armstrong Stabiliity and Change in an Engiish County Town : a
social Study o fYork1801-51 (Cambridge 1974) p.17 acknowledges the
Telationship between locality and region as does M. Daunton Coal
Metroplis, Cardi£f£1300-1914 (Leicester 1977) p.i3 -~ but few urban
centre studies give this matter particular attention.

25 Due to restrictions on land sales, local transport services only
developed from the latter part of the nineteenth ceatury in the
Glasgow region. 3See M. Slmpson 'Urban transport and the development of
Glasgow's West End 1830-1914' Journal of Transport History 1 (1972)

pp.156-159.
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outside the city boundaries.26 Glasgow, within its existing formal
limits, was less of an identifiable and separate entity after 1870
than it had been in the earlier nineteenth century. Economy and
society were more fully integrated into a complex regional system; as
elsewhere, the vmiddle class became an increasingly regional, in some
respects national, father than local iphenomenon.g'7 To talkof a
discrete and identifiable city based middle class after 1870 becomes
increasingly difficult - relative to Glasgow it is a task that must be
left to other researchers. Prior to 1870, however, Glasgow was a
distinct urban entity, and in exploring the nature of the middle
classes before that date, the evolving relationship between locality
and region, and pattern of extra-city contacts are given particular
emphasis. In order to comprehend the development of society within
Glasgow it is necessary to consider the nature of the economic base of
that society, to outline its spatial features and determire the
olicies and guiding intelligence to which it was subject.28 The broad
character of Glasgow's economic and social experience, during and
prior to the nineteenth century, in the context of regional and
Scottish patterns of development, is therefore the area of initial

consideration.

26 S.G. Checkland The Upas Tree, Glasgow 1875-1975 (Glasgow 1981) 5

2T 4. perkin The Origins of Modern English Society 1780-1880 (1969)
pP431-432 ; M.J. Wienesr English Culture and the Decline of the
Industrial Spirit 1850-1980 (Cambridge 1981) pp 137-144. Both
consider the 'gentrification’' of the local business elite and the
movement from the 1880's into a national forum. In the Glasgow
context, = certain very wealthy families, notably the Tennants,

followed this path.

28 p.s. Checiland 'The British industrial city as history, the Glasgow
case' Urban Studies 1 (1964) p36
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1.3 Glasgow 1800 to 1870 - the social and ecomomic context

The Scottish economy was traditionally bac kward, hampered by difficult
climatic conditions and terrain and a geogravphical position on the
periphery of the developed trading networks of Western Europe. By the
late seventeenth century, rural Scotland was still a largely reasant
society 'bound by customary law and practising a relatively
undi fferentiated mixed form of agriculture' - only a few areas of the
more favourably endowed Central Lowlands engaged in advanced farming

techniques.z9

The burghs were generally small, but numerous -
exce pting Bdinburgh, which rivaled Bristol in size - and through the
develomment of trade, overseas and domestic, played a signficant role
in the economic life of Scotland. The countiry was undoubtedly in a
process of development and expansion, generated by agriculture and
trade, prior to the Act of Union in 1707. Progress was, however,
limited, often hesitant and susceptible to severe curtailment at times
of crisis. Following the act of Union, and an apparent willingness to
exploit new opportunities, conditions advanced considerably,
particularly within the Lowland areag.>? Agricultural immrovement and

the associated accumulation of capital and wealth was notable: rural

industry was expanding; commerce, particularly overseas trade focused

29 B. Lenman An econmomic history of modern Scotland 1660-1976 (1977)
pi7 3 I. Wnyte Agricul ture and s socisty in seventeenth century
Scotland (EBdinburgh 1979) ch. 1.

30 T.C. Smout A history of the Scottish people 1560-1830 (Glasgow
1969) pPp224-225; “The extent to which the Union of 1707 did contribute
to Scottish economic development in the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries is an area of considerable debate - R.H. Campbell 'The
Union and economic growth' in T.I. Rae (ed) The Union of 1707 (1965)
outlines the main arguments.
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on the burghs of the West of Scotland, was flourishing.31 Parts of the
economy and certain geographical areas of Scotland, rparticularly the
peasant dominated Highlands, continued to be bvackward and
underdeveloped, the focus of periodic crisis and distress well into
the nineteenth century. But Central and to a lesser degree Southern
Scétland, were advancing along a broad economic front. Dynamic towns
in the Lowlands were a considerable attraction to migrating
populations and advances of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries
were reflected in major changes in Scottish demograrphic distribution.)?
It was against this background that Glasgow emerged as the main
centre of Scottish commercial and industrial achievement in the

nineteenth century.

Nineteenth century Glasgow society was fundamentally determined by the
patterns of historical economic develcpment to which the city had been
subject. Unlike Edinburgh, which had a traditional signi ficance
derived from the functions of national government, law aad
administration, court and culture, education and religion, Glasgow,
for much of its history, was relatively small and unimportant. Before
the seventeenth century it was a minor town, only the eleventh burgh
in Scotland by volume of trade and national political influence in
1546.33 Its pre-reformation function was that of local ecclesiastic
and market centre. It was a trading entrepot dealing mainly with raw

gbods and food products, derived from rural West Scotland and Ireland

31 mpDickson (ed) Scottish capitalism - class, state and nation from
be fore the Union to the present (1980) pp 95-102

32 M. Plinn (ed) Scottish population history from the seventeenth
century to the 1930s (Cambridge 1977) 305

35 he New Statistical Account of Scotland (Edinburgh, 1835) vol VI
Lanar kshire p.109

24



and from the waters of the Firth of Clyde and Irish Seas.34 Small
scale and mainly localized trades and urban crafts flourished - but
Glasgow, as with most other towns in Scotland, was largely an

agricultural community.

Following tﬁe‘Reformation, merchant and craft elites gained gzreater
scope for local power seeking and municipal determination.35 It was
from the seventeenth century that sustained and significant economic
growth came to the city and to the West of Scotland in general, as
traditional areas of commerce expanded and new ones, such as the trade
in coal, began to develop. By the latter part of the seventeenth
century Glasgow was the fastest growing burgh in Scotland and by
contributions to the national Tax Roll the second most important purgh
in the country. It was a century of great economic vicissitude for
the city, as elsewhere. But overall, the period was one of notable
expansion, with the establishment of the initial contacts in the
Atlantic trades and the beginnings of new local industries such as
textile manufacture, soap making and sugar reﬁning.36 The city was
still relatively small, a population of less than 15,000 in 1700, its
functions highly circumscribed by the dominant agriculturai character
of the region, bdut it was certainly not a sleepy backwater of

vrovincial, urban under-development, awaiting the stimulus of 1707 -

34 A. Gibb Glasgow - the making of acity (Bec kenham, 1983) p36

35 The sixteenth century saw the foundation of the Trades and ierchant
Houses and Royal Burgh status and privileges were granted in 1611. D.
Daiches @Glasgow p 17.

36 T.M. Devine 'The Cromwellian Union and the Scottish Burghs: the
Case of Aberdeen and Glasgow 1652-60" in J. Butt & J. Ward Scottish
Themes (Edinburgh 1976) p8
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as is sometimes popularly assumed.’

In the eighteenth century, rates of urban expansion and economic
growth quickened, both in local industry, and prticularly in trade.
With the Act of Union, Scotland, deeply conscious of inferiority in
wealth relative to her larger national partner, but also aware of
areas ‘of strenth and opportunity, had become actively and aggressively
involved in the search for economic advance and prestige.38 This was a
attern of action and values that remained strong into the nineteenth
century and was dominated by Glasgow merchants and manufacturers.
Union had established a set of conditions through which rapid
transformation to a progressive capitalist society was made possible.
New market relationships enhanced the opportunities for agricultural
improvement and unrestricted access to Atlantic colonial trade, within
the protective barriers of the English Navigation Acts, played an
essential role in Glasgow's rapid rise to trading domi%nce.—?’g Those
with 'progressive interests' were stimulated into action, wnotably
the big reforming landowners, anxious to increase their wealth and
status within the extended national forum, and also the merchants c¢f
the West. The agricultural sector was particularly buoyant during this
period - promoting a steady accumulation of wealth in certain
developed regions of the Scottish countryside. But the most dramatic

areas of economic advance were associated with the burghs,

31 T7.C. Smout 'The Glasgow merchant community in the seventeenth
century' Scottish Historical Review 47 (1968) 155

38 1. Hont 'The 'rich country- poor country' debate in Scottish
classical political economy' I. Hont & M. Ignatieff (ed) Wealth and
Virtue - the shaping of political economy in the Scottish
Enlightenment (Cambridge 1983) p271

39 T. Dickson Scottish Capitalism pp.89-90
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rarticularly Glasgow and the growth of shipping activities, especially

the Atlantic trades of sugar, tobacco and cotton.

Colonial commerce and the tovacco trade in particular, encouraged
domestic commerce and industry alike, through a demand for such basic
Scott‘ishx manu fac tured. ‘goodks, as linen. The transport.and banking
infrastructure was stimulated - developments which gave a boost to
Glasgow and allowed the West Central area of Scotland to rise to
overwhelming dominance within the Scottish economy. It was at this
time that the great merchanting families of 3lasgow first rose to
prominence - a vastly rich, but by no means monolithic or closed
access hierarchy of 'elites', whose influence was to be significant

well into the nineteenth century.4o

By the last quarter of the eighteenth century Scotland had advanced
considerably on its profile of 1700. The whole country had
experienced 'monetization' and a high level of economic progress. But
the character of change, though signficant, should not be over-
emphasized - it was not as notable as the change o be experienced in
the nineteenth century. It was an era of 'pre-industrial growth', in
which Scotland resembled a number of late eighteenth century European
countries (such as Denmar k) rather more than the 'precocious yo ke-

fellow in the Union, Eng]_and'.4r1 What was true of Scotland as a whole,

40 H. Hamilton 'The founding of the Glasgow Chamber o fCommerce in
1783' Scottish Journal of Political Economy (1954) 136 ; T.M.
Devine 'The social composition of the Business Class in the larger
Scottish towns, 1680-1740' in T.M. Devine & D.Dickson (eds) Ireland
and Scotland 1600-1850 (Edinburgh 1983) ppiT72-3. -

41 T.C. Smout 'Where had the Scottish econcmy got to by the third
quarter of the eighteenth century?' in I. Hont & M. Ignatieff (eds)

Wealth and Virtue the shaping of political economy in the Scottish

Enlightenment (Cambridge 198%) p7!
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was also to an extent true of Glasgow, which though growing rapidly,
retained a distinctly different aspect to her more advanced and
extensive English rivals of Liverpool and Bristol. In 1736, when the
first history of the city was published, there was a ppulation of a
little over 15,000, living in ten streets and seventeen lanes within
an area of three-quarters of a square mile.  The city was surrounded
by bcornf‘ields, meadows, kitchen and flower gardens and orchards.? In
1787, when the first Directory of Glasgow was published, it was still
a small and compact centre of about 40,000: a city much praised for
the beauty of townscape and fine buildings. Surprisingly encugh, in
the light of modern perceptions of Glasgow dominated by images of the
thysical horrors of the nineteenth and twentieth century industrial
city, one commentator has plausibly equated it with St Andrews as we
know that city today - 'Flemish in general conception, but with what
might be described as a Highland air.'4'3 As late as 1800, when this
study begins, semi-rural perceptions were still very important in
Glasgow, as was shown in newspaper comments on the remarkable size of

~ the honey harvest taken from the numerous beehives kept on the rcofs

of houses in the city.44

By 1870, the impact of rapid economic, particularly industrial, growth
had brought considerable change to the physical and spatial character
of the city. The pretty, compact and semi-rural eighteenth century
centre had become a vast industrial metropolis, the focus of some of

the most intense problems associated with nineteenth century British

42 Reprint of Jones's Directory or Useful Pocket Companion for the year
1787 (Glasgow 1868) BT

43 o.A. Dakley The Second Gity (1946) p18

44 glasgow Courier Aug 2 1800
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urban expansion. The massive and densely populated slums of central
and eastern Glasgow were widely considered by contemporaries to be
some of the worst in Europe, with all the attendant implications for
health and mortality.45 But other areas, particularly in the new west-
central business districts and middle class West End demonstrated the
wealth and opulence of certain sections of society and contributed to

the reputation of Glasgow as one of the great cities of nineteenth

century architec ture.46

The population growth was rapid, rising from 77,000 in 1801 to 147,000
in 1831, 329,000 in 1851 and 478,000 in 1871, by the latter date
Glasgow accommodated 14% of the people of Scotland.47 0f this
ppalation, a high proportion were born outside the city, as many as
60% in 1841, mostly from elsewhere in Scotland or Ireland. In the
decade 1861 to 1871 there was a net increase of 88,000, of which it is
estimated 41,000 were migrants born outside the city.48 This massive
migration to Glasgow was a reflection of a broader trend of
demographic change seen within Scotland as a whole - in the mid-
eighteenth century hal f the population lived in northern Scotland,

above a line from the Clyde to the Tay, by 1821 it was 41% and by 1341

45 R. Cowan Statistics of fever in Glasgow for 18%7 and remarks
suggested by the mortality Dbills (Glasgow 1838) pi15

46 M. Simpson 'Middle class housing and the growth of suburban
communities in the West End of Glasgow 1830-1914' Glasgow M.Litt 1970

city p124 ; J. Cunnison &

4T 4. gibb Glasgow - the making of
he Third Statistical Account

a
J.B.S. Gilfillar (eds) Glasgow vol 5 of t

of Scotland {(Glasgow 1958) p58

48 ipid p.64

29



less than 30%.49 The attractions of the industrial Lowlands and
particularly of the growing cities - wealthy Glasgow above all - were
undoubtedly great to all sections o f society in the under-developed

north, including the middle classes.

Rapid growth in poplation numbers inevitably strained the capacity of
the city to provide accommodation. Though the years 1800 to 1870 saw
physical expansion outwards, the city was still relatively compact and
geographically circumscribed, prior to the growth of the late
nineteenth century suburbs and neighbouring satellite towns.?© Average
opulation density in 1801 has been estimated at 15 persons per acre,
by 1831 it was 38 twer acre and in 1871 94 per acre, the highest figure

for the whole century and well above average figures for other

—_

Ul

industrial cities. In certain of the poorest enclaves of Glasgow the

density was a high as 583 rpersons per acre in the 1850'3.52

Stimulating this increase in population was, of course, the rapid
developments in the economic importance of Glasgow. The economic
vitality of the city, founded on commerce and overseas trade - which
continued to expand and diversify during the nineteenth century - was
enhanced from the 1780's by the development of a flourishing cotton
textile industry. This was established initially in the rural

hinterland, but from the early 1800's, with the development of steam

49 T.M. Devine 'Highland migration to Lowland Scotlaand 1760-1860'
Scottish Historical Review 62 (1983) p137

50 5.@. Checkland The Upas Tree Glasgow 1875-1975 (Glasgow 1981) ppt7-
18

5! Cunnison & @ilfillan Glasgow w54

52 ghadow's midnight scenes and social photographs intro. J.F.
McCaffrey (Glasgow 1976 -facsim reprint of 1858 ed) pb
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power, it was centred in the city itself and in nearby Paisley.53
Closely associated with the production of textiles was a thriving

chemicals industry, also based in Glasgow.

Textile production - in Glasgow the emrphasis was on relatively fine
textiles and the finishing processes®4 - remained, in employment terms,
the dominant industry within the city for the period under discussion.
But though significant up to 1870, it is clear that from the 1840's
the industry was no longer dynamic or expeanding.55 There was a trend
towards concentration of ownership and by the late 1860's signficant
disinvestment and eventual decline in the face of powerful rivals at
home and ovr;*rseas.56 As the cotton and textile processing industry
went into relative downturn, so too did the local chemical industry.
But decline in these areas of early industrialization were not matters
of major concern to the business community of Glasgow - it did not
impose on the overall prosperity of the city. BEven during the
American Civil War, when supplies of cotton were cut, the general
business response was sanguine. The strength of the Glasgow economy
lay in the ability of entrepreneurs to turn their attention,
deliberately and confidently in new directions. New industries, based
on the traditions of engineering and machine making within the city

and the regional exploitation of coal and iron, presented fresh

opportunities for specialization, growth, employment and wealth

53 A. Slaven The development of the West of Scotland 1750-1860 (1975)
PP.96-97

>4 D. Bremner The Industries of Scotland their rise progress and
present condition (Edinburgh 1869) pp 281-282

55 ibid p. 286

56 S.G. Checkland The Upas Tree p. 7
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making. Dominant among these new areas was mociern shipbuilding and
the related industries. In 1861 shipbuilding and metal trades in
Glasgow and Govan empleyed only 4,500, while textile workers numbered
48,500. By 1891 the latter had fallen to 29,000 while the former had

increased to 33,000 - a trend that had begun during the 1860's.27

From the 1870's onwards Glasgow, though in itself still an important
unit, was increasingly integrated into a regional economic struc ture,
the Clyde - massively powerful and internationally recognized. It was
no longer possible to talkof a relatively simple, Glasgow based
economic system of the type seen from 1800 to 1870, when the cotton
industry, centred on the city, was dominant. Trends that were evident
during the eighteenth century - when Glasgow overseas trade (due to
the physical inadequacies of the city port) had de‘pended on the
facilities of satellite ports on the Clyde - were reflected in the new
economic circumstances of the late nineteenth century. The
shipbuilding industry, for instance, though dominated by Glasgow,
cannot be seen except in the context of shipbuilding on the Clyde as a
whole. The spectacular success of the industry - over one third of
British tonnage launched between 1870 and 1913 - was a regional
phenomenon.s‘?’ This thesis - an analysis of urban social structures and
of the middle class specifically - is set against an ecoaomic
bac kground of early or initial industrialization. It considers a
class in the various stages of its primary evolution. Despite the
many interactions between locality and region, it is only between 1800

and 1870 that one can satisfactorily examine the Glasgow social

5T A. Gibb Glasgow - the making of a cify p116

58 A. Slaven The development of the West of Scotland pp178-182
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structure in relative isolation, a city based system - for it is only
during this period that the principal aspects of its industrial

economy were centred on the city and the immediate suburbs.

Economic and social relationships between large urtan oenfres and the
fegions of which they aré the focus are ﬁndoubtedly signi ficant.>? In
the years 1800 to 1870, Glasgow was, in itself, an intensely diverse
economic system - far more than just a re flection of the region ot
which it was the centre.6o Though the era was characterised as the
'age of cotton' and the textile industry was undoubtedly dominant, the
city also provided a forum for many other types of industry and
economic enterprise. Coal mining was conducted within the boundaries
of the city in the eighteenth century and extensively in the suburbs
in the nineteenth century. Iron processing was widespread. Glasgow
was a centre of railway building. Small scale non- ferrous metal
working was particularly notable. There was paper making and book
printing, food and drink processing and a range of other consumer
oriented industries, usualy small scals but extensive such as leather

processing and glass and pottery manufact\n'e.61

Diversity was not only reflected in a wide range of manufacturing
enterprises: it was also manifest in the commercial and service

gsecters of the local economy. Glasgow was undoubtedly a great

59 4. Briggs Victorian Cities (1963) pp.136-137

60 A region of advanced agriculture, heavy industry (coal and iron),
textiles, and predominantly one-industry, small ftowns. A. Slaven The
development of the West of Scotland ppl1-10

61 D. Bremner Industriesngcotland p 54, ?p.98-99, 338 ; .J. Butt
'Belfast and Glasgow: connections and com parisons' in T.M. Devine &
D. Dickson (eds) Ireland and Scotland 1600-1850 (Edinburgh 1983)

p-198
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industrial city, at the focus of a region whose principal
characteristics were industrial - but it was also an extensive service
rroviding city, a centre of educational, cultural and administrative
facilities for the region as a whole. Above all, it was a commercial
city - a city that has been described by many as a 'Liverpool and
Manche.ster combined'.62 In emphasizing the industrial profile - an
emphasis that has been evident among historians of the city from the
late nineteenth century - the commercial, pro fessional and service
functions of Glasgow have tended to be overloo ed.03 Yet this aspect
of the city economy had vital implications for the character of local

society in general and, as will be shown in subsequent chapters, had a

pro found impact on the nature of the middle classes.

The commercial activities of nineteenth century Glasgow were a
consequence of the long established port functions of the city.
Glasgow centred trade, like Glasgow industry, was extensive, diverse
and expanding. Tonnage arrivals rose from 55,980 in 1796 to 190,507 by
1823 and 1,504,220 by 1861. Ships registered in Glasgow rose from 24
in 1810 to 679 'by 1861.64 In the eighteenth century the main commodity
was tobacco, in the nineteenth century cotton, but numerous other
goods were transported and traded by sea, canal and road, including

pig iron and metal products, chemicals, glass, beer and whisky, tea

62 S.G. Checkland Upas Tree p 7
63 The development of the industrial emphasis in contemporary

perce ptions from the later nineteenth century, to the virtual
exclusion of the role of commerce, would merit study in its own right.

64 A. Gibb Glasgow - the making ofa city p85; W. Watson Report
upon the vital, social and economic statistics ofGlasgow for 1880

{(Glasgow 1881) p97

34



and sugar and from the 1860's American grain.65 Re flecting the role of
regional centre, the provision of retail services was also extensive,
innovative and often spectacular. Visitors to Glasgow were as
impressed by the large early deparimental stores, as they were by the
great f‘actor:‘.es.66 Drapery and soft goods retail and wholesale
warehou‘ses were notable -~ and Iﬁany of the techniques of modern masél
retailing were developed in the city, marticularly by Thomas Lipton
wno began his chain grocery stores in Glasgow in the later nineteenth

cen’cury.G'7

Associated with commerce and business services as a whole, were
insurance provision and the extensive (and from the 18%0's very
innovative) banking sector.68 Glasgow was also a ceuntre of
pro fessional business services, particularly commercial law and
accountancy. It was a traditional centre ofeducation, ofcultural
facilities and entertainment. The power of the non-industrial sectors
of the local economy - of commerce, the professions, education and
formal culture - was reflected in the many influential organizations
within the city that existed to promote the interests of these areas.

It is also shown through a broad analysis of press advertising trends

during the period.69 Against a background of traditional diversity in

65 7. Butt 'Belfast and Glasgow connections and comparisons' p95 ; W.
Watson Report upon the vital, social and ecomomic statistics of

Glasgow ppl136-T7

66 J. Burn Commercial enterprise and social mrogress : OT gleanings in
London, She ffield, Glasgow and Dublin (1858) 15

67 C.A. Oakley Second City PR224-225

68 o n. Checkiand Scottish banking: a history 1695-1973 (Glasgow 1975)
P-324-325

69 See Appendix 7.4
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economic experience the middle class was to developas a large and
varied group. As shown below, it was also a group with a rich and

diverse intellectual experience.
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1.4. Glasgow 1800 Yo 1870 - the intellectual context

The physical and psychological character of urban middle class society
were highly determined by patterns of economic development within the
city and region. But it is also clear that social characteristics in
the nineteenth century w.e.ré equally ‘influenced Ey other factors. in '
examining a Scottish case study, though wints of similarity with the
English experience are evident, one is conscious of certain
significant differences in social perception and formation arising out
of distinct traditions of culture, religion, politics, law, education
and municipal development. Most notable was the influence of the
Scottish Enlightenment, a phenomenon of the second half of the the
eighteenth century, with roots in cultural developments of the
seventeenth century.'70 The Enlightenment in Scotland was a significant
and innovative economic, social and cultural awakening in the Age of
Improvement, after many centuries of relative backwardness and
cul tural stagnation. It was particularly characterised by a concern
with the mechanics of society and the 'study of man as a social and
sociable bej_ng‘.71 It was an intellectiual phenomenon, in rpart
stimulated by the new political alliance with England and a pervading
sense of inferiority within the Union, which provo ked a need to stress
the character of Scottish achievements and counter the condemnation of
provincialism. Increased prosperity from the eighteenth century
provided the funds for extensive patronage of the material arts and

engendered a sense of optimism which encouraged debate and a

TO 4. Chitnis The Scottish Enlightenment: a social history (1976) p254

T ipid p.6,91
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commitment to progre ss.12

In an environment of debate angd rapid economic advance, existing
traditions and assumptions were inevitably questioned. The Scottish
Enlightenment was a manifestation of positive conflict between
» establj.shed erceptions of religion and politics and a. new approach,
in which the role of existing institutions was challenged. It was a
pro found break with the past, in which a generation of major
intellectuals decisively shed some of the most basic orientations of
prece_ding ages and defined a new spectrum of beliefs and assum ptions
which, despite their rather tenuous hold, are even in our present
times regarded as essential components of the modern mentalité’.73 The
impact of the Enlightenment in Scotland was all the more power ful
because of its geographical and social concentration - centred on the
urban, middle class, professional institutions of Church, Law and

higher education in Edinburgh, Glasgow and (to a lesser extent)

Aberdeen.74

By the early nineteenth century the Scottish Enlightenment had ceased
to be dynamic. Rapid industrialization and new tyrpes of political
behaviour had diverted attention elsewhere, whilst the religious and
social backlash following the French Revolution and emergence of

radical social theory had undermined open debate.’” The once unifying

72 B. Lenman Integration, enlightenment and industrialization:

Scotland 1746-18%2 (1981) p25

73 ¢. Camic Experience and enlightenment: socialization for cultural
change in eighteenth century Scotland (Chicago 1983) pb

T4 A. Chitnis The Scottish Enlightenment @ 5

75 A. Chitnis The Scottish Enlightenment pp238-9 ; C.A. Whatley John

Galt, 1779-1979 (Edinburgh 1979) & 46-
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enlightenment philosorphies of the Lowland urban elites had given way

to a number of conflicting value Systems, which among the business

classes was particularly dominated by what has been termed

'sophisticated common sense’, non-

6

cultural and non-intellectual in
character.’ But certain Enlightenment prece pts continued to have an
influence into the nineteenth century and helped to form an array of
distinct Scottish urban values. As will be shown in subsequent
chapters, concern with the institutions and mechanisms of society was
strong, particularly in a city such as Glasgow where economic advance
had a profound and o ften deleterious im pact on existing structures.
An interest in the concept of the 'equality of man' and in the
institutions of education - which developed out of an established
Church tradition of concern with the parish school as an agent of
social and spiritual control - combined to promote the pervasive,
nineteenth century 'Scottish myth' of an open, egalitarian society, in
which there was equality of opportunity through educational
achievement. The belief in social mobility stimulated and was
in fluenced by a formidable array of informal, part-time, sel f-help
education institutions in the Scottish cities, which co-existed and
cc-operated with the established universities in a manner unseen in
Engil.a.nd.77 It is signficant that Samuel Smiles, the lower middle class
'atopian' leader and advocate 0 f sel f-help, though active mainly in

Leeds, was Lowland Scots by birth and upbringing.’8 Urban society at

76 R.p. Elliot 'The ¢lasgow Novel' Glasgow Ph.D. 1978 15

'The origins and occupations of Glasgow students 1740-
p-85 ; R.D. Anderson, R.D. Bducation

land (0x ford 198%) p336

7 W.M. Matthew !
18%9' Past and Present 33 \1966)*
and opportunity in Victorian 3cot

78 gR.J. Morris ‘Samuel Smiles and the genesis of self help: the
retr;eat to a petit bourgeois uto pia' Historical Journal 24 (1981) 190
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all levels was strongly committed to and identified with its
institutions of formal education - the University in Glasgow was
regarded as a major agent of civic prestige. It was also committed to
a particular type of education - which, it was felt, had positive

practical b»enefits for modern commercial socisty - broad and

vhiloso phy-based rather than classics-based, as in England.?'g

Educational institutions, prticularly the parish schools - despite a
mani fest failure to adapt in the wake of urkan industrial grow th -
helped to form an array of distinctly Scottish urban attitudes and
behaviour patterns at all levels of the class structure. The
existence of a traditional national mechanism for the regulation of
this area of social life contributed towards a more receptive and
massive attitude to the introduction of state intervention im social
activities from the mid-ninefeenth century.ao Widely articulated,
Enlightenment based social precepts, the existence of a traditional
system of pcpular education and the powerful 'Scottish myth' - no less
significant because it was a 'myth' - helped to moderate the immact of
the massive changes seen within the Scottish cities, particularly in
Glasgow, in the nineteenth century. Relationships between the classes
were regulated and harmonized, conflicts were circumscribed and stress

diverted, in a manner that was seen in Englaﬂd,81 but was more profound

in Scotland.

79 ¢.BE. Davie The democratic intellect, Scotland and her universities
" in the nineteenth century (1961) 025

80 R.D. Anderson 'Education and the state in\nineteenth century
Scotland' Econmomic History Review 2nd ser 36 (1983) pp518-534

81 T.R. Thol fsen 'The jntellectuel origins cof mid-Victorian stability’
Political Science Quarterly 86 (1971) pp5T7-91
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Popular theories of political economy, derived from the Enlightenment,

also had a lasting impact in Scotland. There was an emphasis on the

role of new wealth, the ascendency of commercialism and opportunity

for all. There was also a profound concern with the 'rich
country/ poor country debate', with the desire +o explain why Scotland
was under-developed relative to her power ful neighbour and to create
situations and attitudes that would bring about change.32 Allied to
the new view of the economic world was the promotion of material
culture in the urban centres of the nineteenth century. Prestigious

civic and private architecture, the physical expression of economic

achievement and progress, was particularly evident in (}].‘sisgow.a3

The intellectual ethos of the eighteenth century Enlightenment was in
itsel f subject to longer term, particu'larly religious, influences
which continued to play an important role in the formation of
nineteenth century values.34 Calvinism, the religion of the Scottish
Re formation, entrenched and institutionalized in the est.ablished
church, though already considerably undermined as an overt doctrine
in urban Lowland society, was capable of exerting a residual
influence, particularly at times of stress or social conflict. This
was seen in attitudes to the cholera crisis in Glasgew in 1832 and
in responses to the apparent moral degeneration of the urban residuum

L . . 8 .
and the development of Irish Catholic immigration to Glasgow. 5 social

82 1. gont 'The 'rich country-poor country' debate in Scottish
classical political economy' w271

83 p.Markus Order and space in Society (1982)

84 C. Camic Experience and Enlightenment pp225-229

logy and Victorian Philanthropy: the

85 "Bot is Ideo
A. MacLaren 'Bourgeois A. (ed) Social Class in

contradictions of Cholera' in MaclLaren,
Scotland (Edinburgh N.D.) pp42-43
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mrece pts derived from Calvinism were not essentially in conflict with
concepts of equal opportunity, sel f-help, individualism and the
desires of p,er‘sonal ambition.30 But basic ideals of the 'moral
society', firmly entrenched in the rerceptions of nineteenth century
Calvinism, were not easily reconciled with the more aggressive
manifestations of the search for wealth and mestige. The conflicts
between ambition, success and wealth and individual, as well as
collective moral integrity, were important themes of many o f the
Glasgow novels of the period. The prevailing economic system and
personal ambition were not condemned in total, but many novels do
point to a sense ¢ f moral sterility in Lowland, urban, commercial
society and often present the older values of traditional Highland
society (or a romanticized version) in favourable comparison.87
Perceptions of Highiand life - intensified by the considerable levels
of Highland migration to Glasgow - seen in such areas as militarism
and a sense of committment to the land and the extended family - were

an important element in urban thinking.

The distinct religious traditions and institutions of Scotland, and a
separate pattern of religious development to that seen in England in
the nineteenth century, were significant factors in dictating the
character of urban society. The traumatic events leading to the 1843

Disruption have, for instance, been intermeted, in an analysis of the

86 G. Marshall 'The Weber thesis and the develomment of capitalism‘in
Scotland' in R. Parsler (ed) Capitalism, class and politics in
Scotland (Westmead 1980) ppi-36

8T R.D. Elliot 'The Glasgow Novel' p32 ; H.J. Hanham 'Mid-century
Scottish nationalism: romantic and radical' in R. Robson (ed) Idfeas
and institutions of Victorian Britain (1967) ; D. Craig Scottish
Titerature and the Scottish People (1961) p145
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middle classes in one Scottish city (Aberdeen) as vital to the

understanding of Scottish class relationships.88 The legal system in
Scotland was also distinct and se parate from that seen in England,
enshrined, as with the national Church, in the 1707 Act of Union.
There was a separate system of political management and parliamentary
representation. Municipal organizations too had develo ped within a
particular tradition which was to have a continuing impact into the
nineteenth century.89 This array of social institutions preserved a
sense of identifiable Scottish civil society in the face of powerful
centralized mechanisms for ultimate control and diresction from
England.go They were vital to national perceptions and unity because
of the many internal tensions within Scotland - between city and
countryside, Lowlands and Highlands, East and West, Unionism and
Nationalism. Scotland, even in the nineteenth century, was still in
;’elative terms a poor country, aware of economic inferiority to
England and often aspiring to English ways and levels of achievment -
but she was also proud of her distinct cultural apparatus. These
trends were particularly evident in Glasgow, where aggressive displays
of cultural achievement and material wealth within a public forum

underlined the desire to compete with cities of the more powerful

88 A. MacLaren Religion and social class - the Disruption years in
Aberdeen (1974)

89 G. Best 'The Scottish Victorian city' Victorian Studies 11 (1967-8)
P-341

%0 T. Dickson Scottish Capitalism p1 24
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] 9N .
Union pariner. In concert with the economic and social traditions of

Scotland and Glasgow, the intellectual experiences of the Scottish

roplation, and of the wealthier classes in particular, were notable

factors in the formation of the urban middle class thysical profile,

and in middle class psychological develo ment.

The present study of social forpation with rarticular reference to the
Glasgow middle classes, is set against this background of distinct
Scottish economic, social and cul tural experience. The character of
social structure in nineteenth century urban Scotland has attracted
little detailed analysis, with the martial exception of working class
develo pments. In this there has been some analysis of class
consciousness, culture, lifestyle and politics.92 There has also been a
signficant study of one important transitional element within the
working classes, the labour aristocracy in Edinburgh.93 But specific
detailed examinations of the Scottish urban middle class - beyond a
single study of Aberdeen at the time of the Disruption crisis in 1843
- have been f‘ew.94 It is against this background that the present work
has been formulated - an analysis of the multi-dimensional physical
and psychological character of the middle class in the nineteenth
century Scottish city. The approach and specific methodology, to Dbe

outlined in subsequent chapters, and conclusions and implications,are

91 Two international exhibitions, in 1888 and 1901, mark the height of
Glasgow confidence and competitive civic display - the latter, at the
time, was the biggest venture ever held in Britain and attracted over
eleven million visitors. S.G. Checkland Upas Tree p.9. Earll.er
prestige events centred on the city included the notable 1860 meeting

of the British Association.

92 ;. D. Young The rousing of the Scottish Working Class (1979)

93 g Gray The labour aristocracy in Victorian Edinburgh (0x ford 1976)

94 4. MacLaren Religion and Social Class (1974)
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set within the context of the develoment of the urban middle class in
Britain as a whole - but it is also hoped that they will contribute
towards a deeper understanding of the uniquely Scottish elements of

class formation.
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2. The physical profile of the Glasgow middle class

2.1 Introduction

2.2 Occupation

2.3 Social character and family structure
2.4 Property, wealth and income

2.5 Consumption
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Founded in the Weberian critique of class development, the first part
of this study of the Glasgow middle class between the years 1800 and
1870 will explore the dynamic evolution of its physical profile
against a background o f local social and economic development. The
emphasis is on a statistical presentation within a number of specific
categories - occupation: social and family structure: property, wealth
and income: and finally lifestyle and consumption. These are
supplemented by an outline of methodology in Appendices 2 and 3. The
section includes discussion of the implications of the Glasgow results
in the light both of contemporary views of local society and of

studies that have been conducted elsewhere.
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2.1 Introduction

'A class does not in itself constit
conce ptually as having the same
distortion'

ute a community. To treat "class"
value as "community" leads to

So wrote Weber in his 1922 interpretation of social structures and the
role of economic class. Yet, in the absence of a well defined and
widely accepted theory of middle class develo mment, economic class has
o ften been equated with 'community' or a sense of group belonging,
even where a Marxian approach is not overtly mresent. This, in turnm,
has led to an emphasis on ways of giving concrete economic definition
to the middle class relative to other elements of nineteenth century
class structure. The apparent lack of a strong, unified and
publicly articulated urban middle class consciousness further
heightens this tendency. It is a common observation that in the
nineteenfh century there was no 'middle class party', and that this
detracts from attempts to positively identify the group through a
specific, politics based expression of class consciousness.? Whilst
this interpretation is challenged - the Glasgow analysis shows that
middle class consciousness was strong and early in its development,

though not consistent and homogenous in manifestation - undoubtedly

i i fi i ¥ e eggier if there had been a
concrete ident%ification would be made eas

i i i tuti retresented all. The
single political group ideal or institution that regr

i i ificati s that made u
latter is more evident in the identification o f group 5 P

] inted in H. Gerth &
1 Wi wd Geselischaft 1922, reprmte‘ I t
c VDJ/I Mvgeil.bleg(gégt:cﬁhigsf Trom Max Weber: essays in scciology (0x ford
1946) p.180

2 5. Raymor The middle class (1969) pp17-18
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the worx«ing class and the upper class - and consequently these have
received a more satisfactory treatment at the hands of historians.
The working class, a concept atrongly rooted in class theory and
traditionally associated with highly specific political and social
institutions, generally pose no problems in identification, except at
the margins.3 Even the title 'working' class - and the synonymous
terms 'labouring' class and ‘'proletariat’ - suggest a specific
economic function that is not present in the term ’'middle' class or
‘bourgeoisie'. The upper class are also easily defined - small,
linked to land and the traditions of inheritance, identified with
national power structures and institutions such as the aristocracy,

Parliament and the Seasor_\.4

In past attempts to give simple concrete definitions to the middle
class - definitions that describe precisely where the group starts and
ends within a linear hierarchy - a misleading picture, that obscures
rather than illuminates, is often generated. For ultimately, the main
reagon for the middle class failure to present a consistent public
face lay in the fact that the sense of 'class belonging' was not
determined by simple physical and outward characteristics alone. It
was the function of the psychology and values of the group Strongly
internalizied notions of what middle class life involved could mean
that groups who by simple physical character did not appear middle
class; were, and those of whom elements of their physical character

implied middle class membership, were not. The subjective criteria of

3 R. Gray The aristocracy of labour in nineteenth century Britain
c.1850-1914 (1981) .30

4 L. Davido ff The best circles: society, 2tiquette and the season
(1973) ; F.M.L. Thompson &English landed society in the nineteenth
century (1963); M. Girouard The Victorian country house (0x ford 1571)




class consciousness, though difficult to measure, could be a stronger
force than many of the objective criteria here described. For this
réason the mo,sf sophisticated analyses of the middle class have tended
to be those that attempt to make subjective definitions in conjunction
with the objective - that see class as a way of living, thinking and

behaving as well as ‘being.5

Subjective criteria are the key to understanding the complexities of
the nineteenth century middle class. But before they can be
considered, the group must be defined objectively in its various
aspects. Numerous concrete criteria, appiied alone and compositely
have been used by historians in the search for a physical de finition
of the middle class. Multiple criteria, it has been claimed - though
here disputed - can lead to confusion and contradiction.t
Consequently, many analysts have stressed the need for one single
measure of class. Or, as is more o ften the case given the 'tyranny
of sources', to use one source alone to measure class: the Census
Enumerators Books being the most pOpular.7 The most commonly used
indexes have been servant keeping and other aspects of family or

household consumption that reflect wealth, such as the education of

children, the employment of women and children, and the presence of

E A. Mayer 'The lower middle class as a historical problem' Journal of
modern history 47 (1975) 409-436 - a broad combination of these
elements - though there 'has been little attempt to apply this
approach to the details of a local case study.

6 @.D. H. Cole, Studies in class structure (1955) p2

T R Tawton (ed) The Census and social structure (1978)
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lodgers.8 Property based franchise qualifications have been used, as
have measurable aspects of real wealth and personal income.d But
the criterion that has received the most attention, in the examination
6f the middle classs and social structure in general, is occumation:
'occupation may be only one variable in a comprehensive theory of

class, but it is the variable that includes more, which sets more

limits on the other variables than any other criterion of status.' 10

8 k. Cowlard 'The identification of social (class) areas and their
place in nineteenth century urban develo pment' Transac tions of the
Institute of British Geographers (1979) 4 pp241-243 A multi-index
approach based on the Census.

9 The latter notably in J. A. Banks Prosperity and parenthocd (1954)

10 3. Thernstrom Poverty and Progress (1974) p84
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2.2 OccuEtion

As in late twentieth century society, individual occupations were
vital aspects of nineteenth century thinking on class. Occupation
was linked to income and job stability, which broadly dicated the
ability to pursue a particular style of life. Occupation determined
levels of comfort, consumption and residence patterns. It
circumseribed educational opportunities and social networ ks.
Household structures were influenced by the occupation of head of
household, as was the experience of women and children within
particular families. Relationships with the workplace and the
character ofvocational ethos and training could also contribute to
the internalization of distinctive values associated with particular

work area.s.1 1

Thus occupation is vital to an initial understanding of
the middle class and is the first definitional criteria to be examined
in this study. All other criteria will be examined in the light of

occupational hierarchy. -

Occupational definitions and hierarchies clearly dominated the
thinikdng of the major nineteeth century social analysts such as
Booth, and many contemporaries used occupational characteristics as
their initial point of reference when writing on urban society. Thus,
some o7T the changes manifest in Glasgow from the late eighteenth
century were described in the following terms -

'Riches...were formerly the portion of a few merchants. These from
the influence of the manufactures, are now diffusing themselves widely

H This was particularly the case with professional occupations - D.
Duman 'The creation and diffusion of a professional ideology in
nineteenth century England' Sociological Review 27 (1979) 113-138 ;
but was evident in other areas too - G. Crossick & H. G. Haupt (eds)
Shopkeepers and master artisans in nineteenth century Zurope (1984)
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among a great number of manufacturers, mechanics and artisans. This
has made an alteration in the houses, dress, furniture, education and
amusements of the people of Glasgow within a few years, which is
astonishing to the older inhabitants.'!

The novelist John Galt, an astute commentator on West of Scotland

society during the same period, also indicates the importance of

occupation. His most notable work, Annals of the parish (published

1821),' which traces the impact of urban and industrial growth in the
early nineteenth century, shows the move from status derived fron
tradition, land and family, to that based on cccupation and related
wealth. In the early part of the Annals the wrinciml figure in local
society is Lord Eglesham, a noble landowner. By the latter part,
after the passage of several decades and onset of industrialization,

it is Mr Cayenne, a nouveau riche former Virginia planter and textile

mill owner.1 3

But why should occupation be so important in nineteenth century
thinking? The significance is clearly related to the development of
modern capitalism and individualism, the division of labour and work
functions, and the growth of towns. Earlier rural societies defined
status and hierarchy through the traditional means of land, place
connections and family. In Scotland, such attitudes, rooted in
Highland social structure continued powerful - and, as shown below,
had a specific impact on the middle classes even in the great Lowland
cities. But in gerieral, as in other areas of advanced economic
profile, individuals in Scottish urban society were defined mainly in

occupational terms - a trend that had been developing over many

12 7. Sinclair (ed) The Statistical Account of Scotland vol VII
Lanar kshire and Ren frewshire (Wakefield, 1973, reprint of Edinburgh
1799 edition) p323

13 7. galt Annals of the mparish (1822)
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centuries, but was most evident from the 17008.14‘

Mpdem functionalism has placea considerable emvphasis on the role of
occupation in twentieth century 1li fe. Notions of occupational
prestige have been systematized and incorporated into modern class,
status and population indexes such as that adopted by the 0 ffice of
Population Censuses and Surveys.15 It is not suggested that
nineteenth century attitudes to occupation were exactly the same as
those of modern society - older influences such as property, wealth or
family were important, to an even greater extent than today. But the
middle class, of all elements in the class structure, demonstrated
certain attitudes towards the role of occupation that were modern in
character. In this area of value articulation, as in others, the
urban middle class were innovators: they provided a model for the

rest of society.

The urban middle class derived identity from occupation because the
majority ofadult males within the groupwere compelled to workor
engage in business for most of their lives to maintain a middle class
lifestyle. Few men, except the elderly and retired who through work
had provided for their later life, did not work.16 Pew earned a

sufficient income and accumulated sufficient wealth within a2 1ife time

"4 p.J. Corfield The impact of English towns 1700 to 1800 (0x ford
1982) p85 - It is inevitable, given the paucity of Scottish research
in related areas, when quoting comparative studies and supportive
re ferences that most will be based on English evidence.

15 ¥. Bechhofer Social class - necessary concept or needless baggage
(Edinburgh University Survey Methodology Group Seminar 'Conce pt and

~

measurement of social class' 20.12.82) p 2

16 R.J. Morris 'The middle class and the property cyecle during the
Industrial Revolution' in T. . Smout The search for wealth and

stability (1979) p110
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to establish heirs in an independent position. Indeed, even where
inde peﬁdence was possible, the prevailing ethos prior to 1870 gave
little encouragement to an abandonment of some active connection with
work Middle class men, like working class men had to work tc secure
their living. Ideally, middle class women and children, unlike the
working class, did no?% engage in specific, identifiable occurations
outside the home. This was an important means whereby the middle
classes secured a separate identity from the working clasal!” More
important however, in defining the parameters of 'middle classness'
was the nature of the occupations that were undertaken. Basic
occupational characteristic, the most notable of which was 'non-manual
work, maintained the divisions between the classes.'S (Though in
certain circumstances, manual workers who were also employers could be
middle class.) Occupational characteristics, in peirticular the
capacity for wealth generation, combired with urban traditions of

status and prestige also dictated the nature of intra-class hierarchy.

The local economic functions of the middle class determined the
occupational profile. But a mere listing of areas of employment can
give little indication of the relative implications of specific types
of work To achieve this oxne must explere the distinct character of
middle class cccupations and define a hierarchy that reflscts
di fferences in per;:eived status. For though in the nineteenth

century, as today, there was broad consensus as to the character of

17 P. Branca Silent sisterhood: middle class women in the Victorian
home (1975) 3 L. Davidoff & C. Hall 'The architecture of public and
private life, English middle class society in a provincial town 1780~
1850' in J. Fraser & A. Sutclirffe ({eds) The pursuit of urban

history (1983) pp327-328

18 4. Mayer 'The lower middle class as a historical mroblem' p424

55



status hierarchies based on occupation, it is also clear that the
separate elemenfs that formed the class structure had certain distinct
and more refined notions of occupational prestige - notions that were
articulated the most strongly within classes and are associated with

the formation of intra-class hierarchies.19

Given the local orientation of the urban middle class, particularly
in the earlier part of the nineteenth century, it is probable that
notions of occumtional prestige were subject to localized influences
and economic traditions. This is certainly evident in Glasgow &s can
be seen in social commentaries of the period. The city and immediate
hinterland had been without a resident aristocracy - the object of?
traditional social deference - for many decades when, in the
eighteenth century, colonial trading opportunities gave rise to a
power ful and wealthy merchant elite. This group, consisting of a
small number of inter-married families, was distinet in its
extravagant house building, material culture and patterns of

20

consumption. Povwer and wealth were maintained through a numder of

generations, and specific famiiies, the most notable of the group,

quickly assumed the role of resident urban nobility, to which the rest

o . -~ L
of society deferasd.

'"Previous to the breaking out of the American war, the Virginians who
were looked up to as the Glasgow aristocracy, had a privilsged walk at
the Cross, which they trod in long scarlet cloaks and bushy wigs, and
such was the state of society that when any of the most respectable

19 on class based, differential views of modern occupational prestige
see - A. Stewart et al Social atratification and Occuptions »ppi7-
18, pp. 70-71 ; National Opinion Research Centre 'jobs and
occupations, a popular evaluation' in R. Bendix & S.M. Lipset (eds)
Class status and power, a reader in socisl stratification (glencoe,
Illinois 1953) ppd4i1-425

20 .M. Devine The Tobacco Lords {Edinburgh 1975) ppo-i1

A7}
(82



~
3y
ot

master tradesmen of the city had ¢ccasion to speak to theze Tobac
Lords, he required to walkon the other side of the street, $il1 ns
was fortunate enough to meet the eye of the patrician for it would

have been presumption to have made up to him...'2}

(&

o 13
DO

B

By the early nineteenth century the Virginian merchant dynasties no
longer commanded such exclusive power. Many had moved out of the
¢lty and commerce into the rurai gentry. But the descendants of this
group, and others engaged in Atlantic trade, remained wealthy and
continued to command a nigh status by virtue of their area of
business. The term 'merchant', particularly 'overseas merchant’, was
one that conveyed great occupaticnal prestige in Glasgow throughout
the period, and also in other cities with a traditional port

funce tion.22 It

was a 'catch-all' title, sometimes used by sectors of
the middle class who were not engaged in merchanting functions wroper
- such as retail shorpkeepers, dealers and even manufacturers -
because it had respectable and prestigious local ccnnotations. In
Glasgow, it was employed in much the same way as the term 'gentleman'

was used elsewhere : significantly, the term 'gentleman’ was no% one

of great currency within the city.

Pro fessional occumation titles were also similarly used, but did not
command as much prestige as 'merchant’, for in Glasgow the main
function of the professioas was to service commerce. This situation

contrasted with that of Bdianburgh, where pro{fessional status was

21 J. Cleland Statistical facts descriptive of the former and present
state of Glasgow (Glasgow 1237) B39

22 The big ports like Bristol, Hull, Liverpool and Glasgow gave special
opportunities for merchants to smgage in a range of highly profitable
enterprises from which vast wealth and prestige could be generated -
see F. Crouzet The First Industrialists, tne problem of crigins
(Cambridge 1935) n7

I
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higher than that of commerce. Thus early nineteenth century Glasgow

society, viewed from an Edinburgh professional perspective, provoked

the following comments.

'In the manners of 3lasgow, it is true, there is a sad uni formity of
mercantile peculiarities - but how could this be otherwise in a town
where no nobility resides, and where there is no profession that
brings the aristocracy of talent much into view? In such a town, it
is obvious there must be a miserable defect in the mechanism of
society, from there bein% nothing to counteract the overbearing

influence of mere wealth'.2

By contrast, industrial or manufacturing occupation titles were not as
mwestigious in a city whose traditions were commercial than they may
have been in an industrial town. Certain areas of early industry
generated large and higly profitable units. But the commonest form of
manufacturing enteroprise in Glasgow in the earlier nineteenth century
was in textile production, which tended to be a relatively volatile

sector, typified by small firms.2% This probably accounts for the
relatively low prestige of manufacturing in a city such as Glasgow,

where other areas of wealth were far more notable. On the other
hand, by the later nineteenth century, with the dramatic growth of
shipbuilding and engineering, which tended to have larger and more

stable industrial enteprises, capable of generating high levels of

personal wealth, this trend was begining to change.

Local variations in socially perceived prestige clearly influenced the
way in which individuals de fined their occupations. In creating a
middle class occupational hierarchy that reflects the significance and
status of specific work areas, this factor must be taken into

consideration. The tendency of individuals to use a variety of job

23  7.3. Lockhart Peters letters to his Kinsfolk (Edinburgh 1819)
PP.248-9

24 . Ccrouzet The First Industrialists p32
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titles, because of rapid movement between occupational areas or
simultaneously involvement in a number of different jobs or
businesses, further compounds the problems of defining an occupational

hierarchy based on specific local cases.

These problems of individual occupation title are easily accommodated
in a research design that includes the linkage of personal records
across sources. A notable example is provided by Walter Crum,
described in the 1861 Glasgow Directory as 'Calico Printer' and in the
Blectoral List and Rate Books of the same year as 'Merchant'. In the
1861 Census Enumerators Book he is de fined as 'Justice of the Peace.
Merchant and Calico Printer. Proprietor of Houses and Employer of
1073 persons'. In another source, the list of members of the Society
of Deacons and Free Presges, he is described as 'Justice of the Peace'
and in several other places is simply denoted, 'Walter Crum of
Thornliebank' - his family property on the southern outskirts of
Glasgow. Walter Crum was a major figure in local business and society
and for this reason his activities have been well documented. He was
born into a family notable for its commercial business in the late
eighteenth century. From the early nineteenth century one branch of
the family, including Walter, engaged exclusively in muslin
manufacture and linen printing - later in cotton spinning and weaving
and calico printing. By the 1820's extensive factories, employing
many hundreds of workers, had been established at Thornliebank From
~ the 1850's, however, spinning and weaving were abandored and the firm
‘concentrated on the textile finishing processes of dying and printing.
Also from that time the firm entered upon extensive wholesale
activities, and Crum assumed a number of honorary social positions,
such as Justice of the Peace, that reflected his status. The
headquarters of the business was established in the early 1860's in
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the central business district of Glasgow, where there were offices,
sales rooms and warehouses. But the main part of the firms trade was

conducted from warehouses in Manchester.2?

Robert Reid, a less wealthy businessman than Crum who later in 1ife
was to be famous for his published reminiscences of Glasgow under the
pseudeonym 'Senex’', also had varied occupational interests. He was
born in Glasgow in 1773, the son of an extensive mahogany dealer, and
at the age of seventeen joined the establishment of David Dale in
Glasgow to learn muslin manufacturing. Two years later he was a
vartoner in the firm of Dale, Cam‘pbell, Reid and Dale, manufacturers,
and in 1793 had gone into the muslin business on his own account. He
gave this upa little later and in 1796 formed the shippi_ng firm, with
contacts in Jamaica, of Reid and Balfour. The co partnership was
dissolved in 1800 due to the illness of John Bal four, who had run the
Jamaica end of the business. He then went into partnership with his
brother as wholesale mahogany dealer, which was to be the main area of
his concerns for the rest of his business life. But he still ke pt
contacts with manufacturing. In 1800, for a short time, he was a
partner in the Caledonian Pottery Company. Twe years later he took a
share in a Calender and also formed a wholesale upholstery firm. In
1810 he was a parftner in a commission and general agency which lasted
for two years and i;l 1815, cabinet making was added to the uphclstery
business. Finally in 1832, at the age of fifty-nine he sold all his

stoc ks-in-trade and partnerships and 'retired from mercantile

25 J.0. Mitchell Two old Glasgow firms - William Connal & Co and the
Crums of Thornliebank (Glasgow 1894)
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pursuits' to the life of literator.2?

Variations in occupation title, dictated by status seeking, job
mobility, mulﬁiple occuration functions - the latter more common in
the earlier nineteenth century - and the nature of the sources, can
lead to 'difficulty in the allocation of specific individuals to
occupational categories. This is particularly the case where only one
source is employed. In a2 record linked study however, where titles
can be checked across sources, the problem is lessened. The
availability of Rate Book data on the nature of the business prorperty
occupied by an individnal also helps to cast valuable light on the
specific activities ofnamed sample individuals. By this means, it
was possible to identify individuals who were truly 'Merchants' by
occupation - and those who use the term for status reasons. Using
this methodology, informed by the subjective analysis of occupational
prestige, it was possible to devise a hierarchy of occupations which
gave both an indication of economic sector function and of status.2’

There was no single mttern of historical economic development within
all localities in the nireteenth century and consequently no single
pattern of occupational prestige or occupational aierarchy.
Similarly, there was no single equation for defining what proportion
of the population were occupationally considered to be middle class.
But while simple homogeneity is absent, it is possible to identify a
range of general criteria that describe the nineteenth century middle

class experience of worlk which 1f not altogether applicable in all

26 R. Reid Autobiography (Glasgow 1865) pp7-10

27 Details of the way in which Rate Book information and record linkage
were employed are given in Appendices {1 and 2.



cases can be regarded as generally representative. Glasgow, with its
broad middle class and wide economic structure, is a good starting

point in this respect.

In mid-nineteenth century Britain as a whole, the occupationally
de fined middle class hvas been assessed at about one fifth of the
popu.lation.?'8 A much employed estimate of middle class occumtional
growth gives a figure of 15% of the population in 1803 and 20% by
1867.29 But national figures do, of course, tend to obscure local
variations, born out o f specific, localized economic activity. The
middle class in Glasgow, identified by occupation in this study,
formed 26% of the local population in 1861. An occurpationally de fined
middle class in mid-nineteenth century Leeds (Census based) shows 2
"true' middle class of 14% of the population, and a marginal or lower
middle class of 13%.30 A non-industrial market town like Melton
Mowbray in 1851 had an occupationally de fined (Census based) middle
class of 35% of the population.31 Even comparisons of cities heavily
involved in industrial pursuits show significant differences that
reflect specific economic types and traditions. In 1851, 2% of the
occupied population of Birmingham was engaged in vpro fessional,

literary, educational, scientific and artistic cccupations and 1% in

28 R.D. Baxter National Income (1868) ppt13-17 A much quoted though
crude average.

29 Quoted by P. Branca Silent Sisterhood p44 and derived from
Colgquhoun and Baxter.

30 D. Ward 'Environs and neighbours in the 'Two Nations', residential
differentiation in mid-nineteenth century Leeds' Journal of Historical

Geography 6 (1980) n2

31 A.S. Royle 'Social stratification from early Census returns’ 9 Area
1977 p.218
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mercantile pursuits, while in Sheffield it was 1% and 0.5%

respectively.32

The character of the occupationally defined Glasgow middle class in
1861 (based on the 1861 Record Linked Sample), compared with tha% of
the occupied population of the city as a whole {derived from the
published Census of 186%) is given in Table 2.1.07 To demonstrate basic
economic function, all adult male occupations were coded using the
Booth/Armstrong classification scheme. 4 Female employment is not
included as the number of middle class working women was relatively
small, and the overwhelming presence of domestic service and ccotton
manufacture in the total womens occupation structure too obvious, %o

give meaningful resul’cs.35

32 D. Smith Conflict and compromise, class formation in English
society 1830-1914 (1982) n220

33 See Appendix 3 for further details.

54 The classification system is described in detail in W.A. Armstrong
'The use of information about occupation' in E.A. Wrigley (ed)

Nineteenth century society pp 191-253. The detailed breakdown of
Glasgow occupations is given in Appendix 3.

W

5 Though by not including women the inde pendent category of the middle
class profile is reduced.



Table 2.1 - Occupation structure of male population of Glasgow 1861,
compared with male element of 1861 Glasgow Middle Class Record Linked
Sample. Source Census. Booth/Armstrong classification.

Glasgow : Sample

N=132034 N=821
Agricul ture 1.1% 0.5%
Mining 1.5% 0.1%
Building 9.3% 10.5%
Manu fac ture 52.3% 26.4%
Transport 11.1% 4.5%
Dealing 11.5% - 37.3%
Industrial 7.2% ' 5.0%
Service :
Public Service 5.0% 12.3%
Pro fessional :
Domestic 0.9% 1.6%
Service
Property Owner 0.1% - 1.8%

Inde pendent
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Despite the significance of manufacturing and industry for the local
population and economy, the dlasgow middle class was not typically
engaged in manufacturing pursuits. The occupational profile was
dominated by dealing and trade, by the professions and the provision
of sefvices - sectoré that reflected the broader and more traditional
economic functions of the large city, but which depended indirectly on
buoyant industry. Even those directly involved in manufacturing had a
profile distincly different to that of the male manufacturing
population as a whole. Of the latter, nearly a third were involved in
iron and steel, or textile manufacture - while among the manufacturin

middle classes it was less than one fifth. As late as 1861, middle
class manufacturers were mainly small scale.’® Similar trends in the
distribution of the occupations can be seen in the years 1800 and
1832, as is shown in Table 2.2. It appears, then that the
occupational pattern to be observed in 1861, reflects a broad

continuity of experience from the late eighteenth century.

36 Con firming trends observed elsewhere in Britain on the tenacity cf
small manufacturers - A. Howe The Cotton masters 1830-1860 (0x ford

1984) p4d




Table 2.2 - Occupation structure of male population of Glasgow 1861,
compared with male element of 1361 Glasgow Middle Class Record Linked
Sample, and 1832 and 1800 samples.* Booth/Armstrong classification.
~===1861 meme mmmmee 1832===mmmon wmmem 1800----
A B C D E F G

Agriculture 1.1% 0.5%4 0.04 0.3%3 0.05 0.5%4 0.6%

Mining 1.55  0.1% 8.4% 0.9% 1.3% 4.1%  6.6%
Building 9.3% 10.5% 3.7% 1.4% 0.6%5 0.04 0.1%

Manufacture 52.3% 26.4% 53.6% 25.0% 30.0% 3%5.5% 32.1%
Transport 114%  45% 3.5% 0.9% 2.5% 6.3%3  4.3%
Dealing 11.5% 37.3%2 24.4% 37.8% 44.7% 35.1% 28.7%

Industrial 7.2% 5.0 0.7% 5.29 2.8%4 1.82 1.3%
Service

Public Service 5.0% 12.3% 4.8% 9.3% 12.2% 14.0% 5.1%
Pro fessional

Domestic 0.92 1.6% 0.9% 2.3% 3.4% 0.9 2.3%
Service

Property Owner 0.1% 1.8¢ 0.0 10.4% 2.54 1.8% 10.1%
Inde pendent

Not known - - - 6.5% - - 8.8%

Census of total male occupied population 1861. N=13203%4

Male 1861 Middle Class Record Linked Sample. N=821

Cleland Census of Qccupations 18%1. Total male and female working
pomlation - no category of Property owner/Independent is identi fied.
N=78932

D = Sample of male voters in Poll Book of 1832. N=344%%

E = Sample ofentries, male and female, in Post 0 ffice Directoryof
1832. N=320

F = Sample of entries, male and female, in Directory of 1800. N=222

G = Sample of payers of Assessed Taxes, male and female, 1800. N=756%%

QW
Wowou

*N.B. For further information on sample sources see Appendix 1.

#*#Y.B. Both sample sources include large numbers of non-occupied
pro perty owners.
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Though there were many changes in the overall work experience of
Glasgow population during the period 1800 to 1861, these were not
reflected to an equivalent extent within the middle classes. There
were a number of specific trends in general employment matterns, in
partiqular a major rise in manufacturing and an appreciable increase
in those engaged in building, transport and industrial services.
There was also a decline in mining and dealing occupations among the
local population as a whole. Elements of these broader trends were
mirrored in the middle class experience of work, such as the growth of
building, transport and industrial services - areas that re flected the
evolving service functions of the city. But a decline in dealing ard
rapid rise in manufacturing were clearly not evident, and most other
aspects of the middle class occupational profile, defined by economic
func tion, remained fairly stable over the period. The middle class
was occupationally very different from the general population, but
over the period 1800 to 1861 the nature of those differences remained
constant. Despite an evolution in the economic function and
activities of the city, the pattern of middle class work, broadly
de fined, did not change dramatically and continued to be highly
influenced by late eighteenth century urban occupation structures.’
Certainly there was an evolution in the manner in which particular
occupations were conducted and experienced by the individual and
family - it is not argued for instance, that the activities and work

environment of a writer in 1861 were the same o f those 0£f1800, nor

37 A local reflection of British trends as described in - W.D.
Rubinstein 'The Victorian Middle classes: wealth, occupation and
geography' Economic History Review ond ser 35 (1982) pp 60?_623;
Honeyman, K. QOrigins of Enterprise; business leadership in the
Industrial Revolution (1984) p.109,166,169.
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that the operations of an overseas merchant in the mid-nineteenth
century exactly paralleled those of the early part of the century.
But there was also continuity in Glasgow, and this contributed to the
stability and strength of the middle classes at times of social
turmoil‘. From the Glasgow evidence, it may be hypothesized that
in mariy British towns the middle class experience of work during the
period of industrialization was one of relatively gradual change.

The Booth/Armstrong classification describes comparative econcmic
function well, but gives little indication of the details of middle
class occupation as experienced day-to-day and on an individual level.
Nor does it include any element of status differentiation. Table 2.3
outlines such a classification, formulated in the light of the local
evidence and applied to the specific Glasgow sources.’8 Numerically,
and in this there are no surprises, the middle classes are dominated,
throughout the period, by Shd pkee pers and Tradesmen - the classically
mrceivedr;fgdle class. But in terms of status it is the Merchants,
Professionals and the smaller category of Manufacturers who are the
most important. Significantly,those of independent means were a

relatively small group

38 por details on the classification scheme used here and throughout
the rest of the study see Appendix 3.
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Table 2.3 - Per-centage distributions of Glasgow middle class
occupations in 1800, 18%2 and 1861. *

-1861=  ====1832-ma=  ==-=1800-—-
A B C D E

Merchants - 17.4 163 . 17.4 17.8  12.9
Manu fac turers. 8.6 9.8 8.1 24.3 9.6
Pro fessionals 9.1 10.8 9.3 10.5 4.3%
Sho pkee rers 18.6 28.3 20.3 23.8 16.1
Tradesmen 24.5 22.1 19.4 11.0 25.9
Clerks/0 fficers 5.6 2.5 2.0 6.8 2.3
Managers/Foremen 1.7 0.5 0.8 0.0 0.0
Transport 3.2 2.5 0.8 1.8 5.5
Domestic 1.2 3.4 0.0 1.8 0.0
Inde pendent 8.4 2.5 10.4 1.8 10.1
Others/not known 1.7 1.3 11.5 0.4 13.3

Full Record Linked sample for 1861. N=894
Sample of Post O ffice Directory of 183%32. N=320
Sample of Poll Book of 1832. N=344

Sample of Directory of 1800. N=222

Sample of Assessed Tax Schedules of 1800. N=756

=Y QW
nownouon

* For details on the samples see Appendixp?.
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As demonstrated by Table 2.3, occupational hierarchies directly
reflect the character of the sample individuals who were recorded.
Given the nature of the sources it is inevitable that these were
mainly middle aged, male rate payers and heads of household. Though
many elements within the middle class, particularly women and
children, did not generally work, occupation profiles such as those
tabled, should not be interpreted as the only manifestation of middle
class work experience. The occupations of employed sons of middle
class households, and of women engaged in specific work areas or heads
o f household in their own right, were often different to those of
middle aged men, as shown in Table 2.4 There was a major presence of
clerks among adult sons - an employment area often used as a form of
aprrenticeship for later business 1ife.>? Professional occurations -
including students training for professions - were also more
significant than among mature men, indicating what may be evidence of
occupational mobility across the generations and a movement into
'safer', more genteel and prestigious employment areas.t0 Conversely,
there was also some evidence of inter-generational downward mobility

in the form of sons employed as factory workers and labourers.

39 3. Anderson Victorian clerks (Manchester 1976) pi13

40 gH.J. DPeridn 'Middle class education and employment in the
nineteenth century: a critical note' Economic History Review 2nd ser
14 (1961) pp122-130. Though an area of controversy, this may have
been a trend evident in Britain as a whole.
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Table 2.4 - Occupation distribution of Glasgow Middle Class Record
Linked Sample, 1861, compared with occupations of adult sons resident
in sample households and middle class women heads of household.*

A B c
‘Merchants 17.4 7.6 0
Manu facturers 8.6 0.9 0
Pro fessionals 9.1 9.7 3.2
Sho pkee pers 18.6 15.5 22.5
Tradesmen 24..5 28.1 10.6
Clerks/officers 5.6 19.7 0
Foremen/managers 1.7 0.4 0
Transport 3.2 1.7 0
Factory workers 0 4.7 0
Labourers 0 3.4 0
Inde pendent 8.4 0 58.9
Others* 2.9 7.9 4.

A = Glasgow Middle Class Record Linked Sample of 1861. N=894

B = Adult sons resident in Middle Class Sample households - first two
mentioned per household. N=529

C = Women heads o f household in Middle Class Sample households plus
sampled women property holders of over ten pounds. N=186

*N.B. For information on the sample sources see Appendix 1.
#*¥N.B. In column B these are mainly male adult students training for

the professions, in C they are mainly women in domestic services
provision.
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Most middle class women did not engage in work outside the home, but
those that did - mainly lower middle class widows and young single
women - had a highly specific occupational profile, with greater
evidence of real change from the early nineteenth century than seen

in male work areas.4' Widows would often assume the occupations
pursued by their husbands and engage in businesses in their own right,

pmrticularly where the husband had been concerned with sho pkeeping or
dealing. In dlasgow in 1861, Shopkeeping was the dominant form of
middle class women’s sm ployment, and women were a notable component in
the legions of grocers, spirit merchants and confectioners. C(Certain
trades, especially dressmaking, staymaking and millinery were also
o mlar. The camcity for women to engage in these two broad areas of
sho pkeeping and dressmaking trades had c¢learly expanded with the
growth of the city and its service functions - and as with men, women
in these sectors were often small-scale employers. Domestic service -

hotel keeping, house and lodging keeping - were also common and

growing, as were certain professions, particularly teaching.

Manu fac turing, on the other hand, was almost unknown among Glasgow

middle class women in 1861, as in 1800.

- ——— —— . — — -

The analysiso foccupation is an important means o f giving concrete
definition to class - one that conveys notions of status and prestige
as well as economic funciion. From the Glasgow evidence it can be

demonstrated that the middle class occupational profile was distinct

41 There is no evidence in the 3lasgow case, as i.s suggested elsewhere,
that the range of occupations open %o women declined over the century
- O. Hall 'Gender divisioas and class formaticon in the Birmingham
middle class, 1780 - 1850" in R. Samuel (ed) People's history and
socialist theory (1981) ppl&3-9




from that seen among the local population as a whole, both in
pgttern and in trend. Though there were differences in the work
experience of specific groups within the middle class, structural
change among the dominant group of mature, adult working men was not
rapid. In many résﬁeéts a ‘pro file of occupation distribution and
prestige evident in the late eighteénth century, and dominated by
commerce, services and the professions, retained strength into the
1860's. Occupation, however, casts limited light on the nature of
class consciousness: detailed character of family and household
structures: wealth, income and property: and the implications of all
these for the development of middle class lifestyles. The
occupational profile can give only a basic range of informatiocn -
the middle class was a far more complex group than this aspsct alone
might suggest. It is, however, an essential starting point in an
understanding of the evolution of class, and subsequent analysis -
beginning with individual and household characteristics - will be

assessed in the light of occupational data.
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2.3 Social character and family structure

MAan is a social being, his 1ife and character largely determined by
the society in which he exists on a day-to-day basis. This section of
the physical profile explores the social environment and relationshi ps
of the Glasgow urban middle rclass through an analysis of the dominant
figure in that society - the mature man - and the family and
household in which he lived. The detail is largely derived from the
1861 Glasgow Middle Class Record Linked Sampie. It is highly specific
in character, but to ignore the detail is to detract from its value.
The data is unique of its kind, and shows that the middle class was a
highly variable phenomenon. The characteristics of individuals and
their families were determined by employment and work, by levels of
wealth and by the stage in the life-cycle of the middle class family.
There were distinctive patterns of family relationships, of servant
kee ping, and of household accommodation which can be identified within
the Glasgow middle class and which can be projected to the middle

classes generally in nineteenth century Britain.

a. The individual

At the micro-level of the family, as more generally in nineteenth
century Britein, power and authority were vested in mature men. It is
both inevitable and desirable, therefore, that detailed analysisof
historical social class should emphasize the role and functicns of
this group. The 1861 Glasgow Middle Class Record Lin ked Sample, on
which much o f this analysis is based, accomplishes this aim. Most
sample individuals - the initial point of contact with the middle
class household - were men drawn from a population in their early

middle years. With an average age of fo_rty-four, these wers
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individuals at their prime, mainly settled in their own households
with wives and families, and well established either as independent
bvusinevssmen or long service employeess.42 The small number of
independent women who fell within the range of the sam pie, mainly
widowed heads of household, represent an older group than the men,
having an average age of Ifovrty—seve.n. Older widows, unless they
owned significant property, were unlikely to remarry and return to a
state of dependence, since they were in competition, in the marriage
market, with young widows and single women.43 For the nineteenth
century middle class woman, formal power within the family - embodied
within the role of head of household - tended to be the essentially

negative consequence of widowhood.

In 1861, 78.4% of all Scottish men in the age range 45 to 50 years
were married, 13.3% were single and 8.3% were widowsd.44 By
contrast, male middle class heads of household in Glasgow had
gigni ficantly fewer married men among their numbers, and more single
men, than amcng the equivalent age groups of the population as a
whole. This generally confirms a commonly expressed contemporary view
that wealthy or higher status males tended to marry relatively late in

life and had a2 high incidence of non-marriage. The delayed marriage

42 89% of the 1861 Glasgow Middle Class Record Linked Sample were heads
of household: 7% were adult children of the household, usually the
sons of widows: 2% were other relatives: 2% were lodgers.

43 M. prake 'The remarriage market in mid-nineteenth century Britain'
in J. Dupaquier (ed) Marriage and remarriage in populations of the
past (1981) p.293; R. Hirschon 'Property, power and gender relations'
in R. Hirschon (ed) Women and property - women as property (1984).
0lder widowers were not so disadvantaged in the marriage market and
frequently married young women.

44 census of Scotland 1861 (Edinburgh 1362) vol 2 pxxxlll. 81.2% of
men in England were married.
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of men, in the interests of prudence, was a frequent theme of
contemporary literature and social discourse. But total non-marriage,
though clearly quite common, was not socially desirable. The
biographical accounts of 'One hundred Glasgow men' indicate the social
implications of wife and children among the wealthy middle classes of
the ci‘ty. Those men who failed to marry during their life-time - who
failed, in effect, to establish the expected familial context in which
much of middle class life was conducted - were often spoken of with

-y

The marriage conditions of middle class women heads of
hogsehold inevitably shows an even greater contrast to the general
pomlation within equivalent age ranges (though it should be stressed
that adult middle class women as a group, including non-heads of
household, had rates of marriage that were similar to the wider female
population). Of the former small group, over half were widows and
almost a third were spinsters. In the Scottish female population as
a whole in 1861, 58.5% in the age range 45 to 60 years were married,
20% were single and 21.5% were widowed.4® The general rate of female
marriage was lower than that of England due to high levels of male
migration from Scotland. At all levels of society, but particularly
within the middle class, marriage was highly dependent on the securing
of a perceived good livelihood, which was often not available in

4 s . , . .
Scotland.“"7 There is some indication that as the nineteenth century

45 A. Armstrong Stability and change in an English county town, a
social study of YOoTk 1801-51 (Cambridge 1974) pp.165-7; J.A. Banks
J.A.Prosperity “and mrenthood (1954) pp.32 -38 ; Memoirs and portraits
of one hundred Glasgow men (Glasgow 1886)

46 Census of Scotland 1861 (Edinburgh 1862) vol 2 pxxxlv. 70% of
English women were married.

4T ipiq.
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progressed the proportion of Glasgow middle class women who lived an
'independent' life, outside marriage or dependent status within the
homes of parents, increased. In part this was due to declining
xﬂarriage chances, the result of delayed marriage by middle class men
or middle class male migration. But it was also a consequence of
positive factors, notably better opportunities 'throﬁgh employment or
business for middle class women to maintain an adequate lifestyle
outside of marriage. The employment and business outlets available
to middle class women in Glasgow, though confined within a narrow
range of areas, mobably expanded as the period progressed. This was
particularly true of specialist retail cutlets aimed at the middle
class market. For this reason, the city attracted single, female,

middle class migrants as well as young men.

The middle class occupation sectors with notably different marital
distributions to the whole, included the inde pendent and those engaged
in the provision of domestic services. Both areas were dominated by
the widowed and single and had a large presence of women and the
elderly. Merchants, who tended to be geographically mobile, and in
Glasgow had a relatively large proportion of foreign born among their
numbers, were a group that contained many single men. Possibly for
these reasons, there were more unmarried merchants than unmarried
tradesman or clerks, where the native btorn were dominant. Merchants
and also sho;:keepefs, both with high proportions of elderly members,

also had a relatively large widowed representation.

As shown in Table 2.6, within occupaticn areas, the age ranges of
nousehold heads did not deviate greatly from the average. But certain
trends in age distribution, a consequence O f employment
characteristics, were distinct and are worthy ofnote. Inevitably,

occupations that were physically demanding tended to have a younger
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age range. Those involved in the transport sector, a category that
included sea captains and marine officers, were younger than the
average. Conversely, the inde pendent - mainly retired men and widows
- Wwere more élderly than the average. Manufacturing was an area of
business which in relative terms was particularly attractive to
younger men. In part this was due to the ease of entry to the
manu facturing sector.48 But it also resulted ﬁ‘om the volatility of
manu facturing business and the sector's demands on time and attention.
In contemporary literature, manufacturing was often portrayed as
stressful. Many successful businessmen entered this sector in their
youth, only to give it up when other oprportunities became available.
In a large and flourishing city with a broad economic base, such as
Glasgow, there were many alternative career paths for the aspiring
businessman. Such was William Ewing, who died in 1874. He had begun
his career as a calenderer - an area‘of textile processing that
demanded little initial investment - but soon abandoned the business,
'the anxiety and work being too much for him and telling seriously on
his healtn'. He later entered the less stressful world of insurance
and underwriting in which he made a considerable fortune.4? The o ften
youthful character of manufacturers was in contrast to the generally
older age of merchants - men engaged in the more established and
stable business area - a group that had relatively few of its number

below thirty.

48 yitchell Library, Glasgow MS SR205 427075 'Autobiography of an
unsuccessful man by Geore W. Muir' ; R. Reid Autobiogra phy (Glasgow

1865)

49 Memoirs and portraits of one hundred Glasgow men who have died
during the last thirty years, , and in their lives did much to make the
city what it is now (Glasgow 1886) vol 1 pi23. The impact of

occupatlonau. stress was also frequently cited by individuwals who had
trained as doctors, but failed to follow that profession subsequently.




Table 2.5 The Glasgow middle class, 1861. Marital status within
occupation categories -~ percentage distribution.

X 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10
Married 72.6 65.8 74.5 T2.6 73.6 79.2 78.3 69.2 82.6 40.0 34.1
Single 17.7 21.4 15.7 17.7 12.1 12.0 15.2 15.4 13.0 30.0 25.0
Widowed 9.7 12.8 9.8 9.7 14.3 8.8 6.5 15.4 4.3 30.0 40.9

. Total sample N=775
Merchants N=128
Manu fac turers N=65
Pro fessionals N=68
Sho pkee pers N=159
Tradesmen N=195

« Clerks/0 fficers N=48
. Managers/Foremen N=15
Transport N=26
Domestic N=10

10 Inde pendent N=49
Others N=12

\QQ)N]O\U]#\NN—‘N

Many men who later in life were to become merchants, began their
careers as clerks. In Glasgow in the early 1860's this was an
occupation dominated by the young.so Professionals also had a
relatively young average age, though there wés considerable variation
between specific professional groups. Teachers, a low status
tro fession which included young women, had an average age of 33 years
and more than one third of their number below the age of thirty. The
clerical and legal professions had average ages of 51 and 52 years
respectively, with two thirds over the age of fifty years. Doctors
and accountants, the former a profession that required relatively

‘active’ men, the latter a new protessional area, had age distritution

50 D. Lockwood The blackcoated worker (1958) p.25; G. Anderson

Victorian Cler ks (Manchester 1976) pp.i13-14. By the later nineteenth
century the occupation of clerk was less likely to act as an
apprenticeship for more powerful positions within a company and age

ranges were higher.
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profiles similar to that of middle class heads of household in

general.51 Up to the point of middle age,' tradesmen and sho pkee per had
similar age distributions. But in old age shopkeepers were a far more

numerous group, as shown in Table 2.6. Being less physically

demanding than most artisan trades, shopkeeping was an occupation

that attracted the elderly, and particularly, of course, older lower

middle class widows who had to work for a living.52

Table 2.6 The Glasgow Middle class 1861. Age within occupation
categories - percentage distribution.

X 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Below 30 years 11.8 8.5 21.6 16.1 14.3 14.8 19.6 15.4 26.1 O 0
30-39 years 26.8 29.1 17.6 32.3 28.6 26.2 34.8 30.8 30.4 10.0 2.3
40-49 years 25.0 28.2 23.5 17.7 27.1 26.2 15.2 7.7 21.8 60.0 20.5
50-59 years 22.4 20.5 21.6 24.2 17.9 23.0 21.7 38.4 8.7 20.0 29.5
Above 60 years 14.0 13.7 15.7 9.7 12.1 9.8 8.7 7.7 13.0 10.0 47.7

Average age 44.8 45.0 42.4 42.6 42.3% 42.8

S~
o
-
=
2
W
~
\O

48.6 58.9

X = Sample as a whole.
1-10 = Occupation categories as in Table 2.5

b. The Family

The family, defined in the 1861 Scottish Census as 'all who board
together in one house'?> was the forum in which nineteenth century

middle class life was oriented and bounded. Recently there has been

51 The Institute of Accountants and Actuaries in Glasgow was chartered
in 1855.

52 See G. Crossick, & H. G. Haupt 'Shopkeepers, master artisans and
the historian: the petite bourgeoisie in comparative focusg' ia G.
Crossick & H. 3. Haupt (eds) Shopkeepers and master artisans in
nineteenth century Europe (1984) p9.

53 Census of Scotland 1861 p.XXV
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much interest in the evolution of the middle class family,
particularly in the role of women, domesticity and the develomment of
the private sphere which counter-balanced the increasingly distinct
public sphere of male work’% The character and function of domestic
servants in the middle class home have also been subject to
considerable attention.55 Yet attemplis to examine systematically and
in detail the nature of urban middle class families have been few. By
undertaking such an analysis, from the case study perspective, light
1s shed on an area that has previously been superficially understood.

The structure of middle class households is shown in Table 2.7.

54 See M.P. Ryan Cradle of the middle class, the family in Qneida
County, New York 1790-1865 (Cambridge 1981); L. Davido ff & C. Hall
'Phe architecture of public and private life, English middle class
society in a provincial town 1780-1850' in J. Fraser & A. Sutcliffe
(eds) The pursuit of urban history (1983) pp 327-3%345; S. Mintz A
prison o f ex pec tations, the family in Victorian cul ture (New York,

1983)

55 T.M. McBride The domestic revolution, the modermization of household
service in England and France 1820-1920 (1976); F.E. Dudden Serving
women - household service in nineteenth century America (Connecticut
1983); P. Horn The rise and fall of the Victorian servant (Dublin,
1975); E. Higgs 'Domestic servants and nouseholds in Victorian
England' Social History 8 (1982) 201-210
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Table 2.7 The Glasgow middle class 1861. The structure of households
- percentage distributions.

Single

2.2 2.7 3.8 2.2 1.0 0.9 O 0 0 0 9.4
Nuclear 57.1 68.8 65.5 52.3 57.9 54.5 69.0 6%.6 80.0 12.5 34.4
Stem 4.7 5.4 7.7 0 5.3 6.3 O 9.1 0 0 6.2
Commsite 16.9 12.9 11.5 30.4 18.9 8.9 13.8 9.1 20.0 0 40.6
Mixed 19.1 10.5 11.5 15.1 16.9 29.4 17.2 18.2 20.0 87.5 9.4

X = sample as a whole
1-10 = occupation categories as in Table 2.5.

N.B. Structural definition is based on the observed relationships of
individuals within households - excluding domestic servants. Five
household types are identified, derived from those used in M. Anderson
Family structure in nineteenth century Lancashire (Cambridge 1971)

D44

Single households - consisting of the sample individual alone as head
(with or without servants).

Nuclear households - consisting of a nuclear family of parent/s as
head and offspring (with or without servants).

Stem households - consisting of parent/s as head and offspring,
and/or the parents of the head, and/or the spouse and offspring of the
o ffspring of the nead (with or without servants).

Composite households - consisting of head and other blood relatives or
relatives by marriage (with or without servants).

Mixed households - consisting of head and/or relatives and individuals
who are not related, but are not servants (with or without servants).
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In almost all occupation areas, Glasgow middle class households in
1861 were dominated by the nuclear type. This reflects the broad
findings o f other analysts o f household structure in the nineteenth
centur.fy.sa * The nuclear family is o ften regarded as a 'modern’ family
type, characteristic of advanced urbanized and industrial countries
from the early nineteenth century, when increasingly the family ceased
to serve as an important unit of economic production, with
correspondingly less need for extended family or non- family
individuals within the household.?? The occupational variations of
family types seen in the Glasgow case partly confirm this view.
Where the household remained significant as an economic unit, and
where work was physically conducted from premises in or adjoining the
family home, there was a comparatively low level of nuclear family.
This was seen in both the shopkeeping and trades areas. Both, while
still dominated by nuclear family str‘uctur.es, also had a relatively
high incidence of stem, composite and mixed households.”’8  Conversely,
where the head was distinctly employed outside the home, as a clerk
manager, merchant or factory owner, there were relatively high levels

o f nuclear household.

Though the structure of Glasgow middle class households generally

56 M. Anderson Family structure in nineteenth century Lancashire n44

5T Though Laslett has dismissed the idea that extended families, and a
large presence of non-family members in the household, were a notable
feature of pre-industrial English society - See P. Laslett 'Mean
household size in England since the sixteenth century' in P. Laslett
(sd) Household and family in past time (Cambridge 1972) pi49.

58 see @. Crossick & G.H. Haupt 'Shopkeepers, master artisans and the
historian' pp.19-20
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conform to expectations, those whose head was engaged in one o f the
wro fessions were often significantly different. Most professionals
were employed outside the home, yet nuclear families were relatively
few and composite plentiful. The reasons for this are probably to be
found in. the traditional nature of professional work and life-cycles.
BExtensive periods of education ana training meant that professional
men were dependent on relatives for longer than other high status
occupation groups. They were lilkely, therefore, to be settled into a
rattern of residence with other relatives long into adulthood, which
o ften continued once established in their careers. The nature of
theif occupations frequently required respectable and reliadble lay
individuals, such as wives if available, or sisters (who were numerous
in professional households), or other female relatives to mediate
contact with 'clients'. This was especially true of clergymen, Tpart
of whose work would be conducted from the home, and also of many
doctors. Some established pro fessionals also had within their
households young male relatives, training for the profession through
the traditional combination of formal education and informal

'aprrenticeship'.

It can be seen from the detail of Table 2.7 that among the Glasgow
middle class the level of stem household was surprisingly low. This
may have been a function of the geographical mobility of certain
groups, which broke direct household links between generations.59
Single person households were also few, except, as might be expected,

among the elderly and those of independent means. Servant keeping did

59 A study of a largely working class population (possibly less mobile
than the middle class) shows a greater percentage of stem households
in the mid-nineteenth century - see M. Anderson Family structure p44
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not vary signficantly among the types of household, as just under one
halfofeach category had resident domestic servants. Reference to
the incidence o f servants is, o f course, just one aspect of the more
mrecise character of the middle class family. There are few directly
comparative details on family composition be fore the mid-nineteenth
century, but the analysis of Glasgow iﬁ 1861 reveals the complexity of
the middle class experience of house and home. Family characteristics
were related to an array of variables, the most important of which
were occupation and life-cycle. Certain of the variables were
peculiar to Scotland and Glasgow - distinguishing the latter from the
broader British trends - others were clearly evident among the urban

middle classes at all levels, circumstances and geographical areas.

With an average of only five individuals in the family, (5.8
including servants) the Glasgow middle class household in 1861 seems
at first glance to be small. 3But when compared with that of the
Scottish urban population as a whole in 1861 (4.3 persons) it is
clearly quite high. The figure is also large when compared %to an
average estimate of 4.7 perscns per family in England from the late
sixteenth to the early twentieth centuries.6o In Glasgow, the
smallest households, excluding servants, tended to be found in the
middle class employee occupation areas such as clerks and managers -
which were also significantly dominated by nuclear family
structures. Even where servants are included, these groups had
small househcld size. On the other hand, the largest househclds,
excluding servants, were found among those engaged in occupations

where there was family participation in the work of the household

60 P. Laslett 'Mean household size in England since the sixteenth
century' p.139
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head. In the transport industry, where household heads wers o ften
young and at an early stage in the family 1ife~cycle, or in
sho pkeeping, families were o ften extensive, mainly due to large
numbers o f children. Large households were also evident, though
usually composed of adult members only, where the household head
was primarily. engaged in the business of providing domestic services
as lodging house or hotel keeper. Generally, from the Glasgow case,
it would seem that families in high status occupation categories had
re2latively larger households than +those of low status occupation -

a trend that appears more mar ked when servants are included.t!

Generally there was only one adult male in the Glasgow middle class
family - though in a significant minority of families, due to the
mresence o f grown sons, there were more. There were rarely, however,
more than three men living in the middle class home, r_axcept were the
family was involved in providing domestic services to lodgers. By
contrast, most Glasgow middle class households included at least two
adult females and it was very rare for there to be one or no women
present. Excluding domestic servants, however, the ratio of adulit
males to females in the middle class home was equivalent - confirming
the nuclear dominant structure of most familiss., The majority of
households also had at least one child, though in a significant
minority there were none under the age of sixteen years. The latter
was particularly evident among certain low status families, especially
where the head of household was in his late forties or early fifties,

and his children were grown up and working, but still living at home.

61 This contrasts with the family limitation practices of upper middle
class families described in Banks Prosperity and marenthood




At this stage in the family life-cycle it was possible for some
households from the artisan elites to move - as judged by objective
criteria of wealth or house value - into the lower ranks of the middle
class. O ften the accumulation of small amounts of capifal at this
stage of the life-cycle allowed such a family - or one part of the
family such as wife and daughters - to undertake economic ventures,
notably shopkeeping, that would ensure continued income and higher
status after the male head of household had moved out of his prime.62
Such an instance is illustrated by the case of Mrs Ann Cross, who in
18361 was a forty-eight year old cafe and refreshment room keeper -
recently commenced in business at premises ajoining her home at 118
New City Road. Her husband, also in his late forties was a carver and
gilder. She had a grown son who worked with her husband, a grown

daughter who worked in the cafe, two children still in full time

education and one general servani:.63

Even in households where the head was elderly, as was typical among
those of independent means, there were often children present -
especially where the elderly household head was female. Sometimes
these had been adopted by a grandmother or older aunt after the
death of their parents. Most middle class children, however, lived
with their parents in families where there were other siblings. In
nuclear households,’ the smallest numbers of children were seen in the
families of middle class employee groups such as clerks and managers.

This is evidence, perhaps, of conscious family limitation among

62 See J. Benson The penny capitalists; a study ofnineteenth century
wor king class entre preneurs (New Brunswick N.J. 1983)

63 see Appendix 1 1861 Glasgow Middle Class Record Linked Sample.



certain middle class groups whose incomes were relatively low - though
there is little to suggest that such practices were widespread among
the Glasgow middle classes of 1861. By contrast, wealthy nuclear
families tended to have many children and to give no indication of

family limitation practice.64

Except in those cases where the economic function of the head of
household was to provide domestic services, it was rare for the
Glasgow middle class family of 1861 to include lodgers. Possibly, as
discussed below, this was due to the generally small size of most
Glasgow domestic properties. Where lodgers were tpresent they tended
to occur in the househclds of a few occurpation categecries only,
notably thése in the transport sector and trades. Both were low
status areas, for as might be expected, the professional, the merchant
or the factory owner - those of high status - did not take lodgers
into the family. But not all low status groups employed this economic
expediency for boosting the family income. Notably, Glasgow
sho pkee pers, probably due to cramped living quarters above the shop
and the shops demands on the time of adult women in the family, did
not take in lodgers in large numbers.65 The specific details of middie
class familiy character in this and the other areas discussed above

are shown in Tables 2.3, 2.9 and 2.10.

64 Birth control ‘propaganda’ began in Britain in the 1860's and
1870's, so it is possible that the group examined in detail in this
study was the last middle class generation to be unconcerned about
family size - see J.A. Banks Victorian Values, . secularism and the
size families (1981)

65 L. Davidoff 'The separation of home and work? Landladies and Lodgers
in nineteenth and twentieth century England’' in S. Burman (ed) Fit
work for women (1979)
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Table 2.8 The Glasgow middle class 1361. Average housenold size in
persons.

X 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Household size 5.0 4.8 5.6 5.0 4.6 5.2 4.1 3.9 6.1 6.4 4.1
(excl servants)

Household size 5.8 6.2 6.8 6.1 5.1 5.5 4.5 4.4 6.4 8.8 5.0
(incl servants) '

Males 1.81.72.21.71.51.81.6 1.8 2.2 3.4 1.6
Femalesg 161516171516 1.51.31.8 2.0 1.9
{excl servants)

Females 2.4 2.9 2.8 2.8 2.0 2.0 1.8 1.8 2.1 4.4 2.7
(inel servants)

Children 1.6 1.6 1.81.6 1.6 1.7 1.1 0.8 2.1 1.0 0.7
Servants 0.81.4 t.21.1 0.5 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.3 2.4 0.9
X = sample as a whole

1-10 = occupations categories as in Table 2.5.

Table 2.9 The Glasgow middle class 1861. Percentage of households with
each category of persons.

Adult males Adult females Children
(incl servants)

0 - 3% households 0 - 1% households 0 - .42% housenolds
1 - 52% .. 1 - 29% .. 1 - 17% ..
2 - 22% . 2 - 36% . 2 - 14% ..
3 - 16% .. 3 - 18% . 3 - 99 ..
4 - 5% . 4 - 8% .. 4 - 10% ..
5+- 2% . 5+- 8% .o 5+- 8% .o
Servants

0 - 51% households

1 - 34% e

2 - 10% ..

3 - 3% .o

4 - 1% .

5+- 1% .o

N.B. adults de fined as sixteen years and over., Children defined as
fi fteen years and under.
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Table 2.10 The Glasgow middle class 1361. Percentage of housenold with
each of selected category of family member.

Children 58.2 50.4 49.0 61.9 63.6 65.0 56.5 53.8 69.6 40.0 31.8
Servants 49.0 78.6 60.8 T73.0 42.9 28.4 32.6 46.2.26.1 40.0 56.8
2+ servants 14.6 32.5 27.5 22.2 5.0 4.9 4.3 7.7 4.3 30.0 22.7
Lodgers 13,0 6.8 3.9 11.1 10.7 16.9 10.9 15.4 21.7 80.0 15.9

sample as a whole

X =
1-10 = occupation categories as in Table 2.5.

c. Servants

The role of domestic servants in the lives and households of the
middle classes has been subject to much debate. Servant keeping is a
commonly used index of middle class membership and it is generally
argued that the larger the number of servants then the wealthier the
family and the higher its status.66 The implications of servant
kee ping are great, for they conveyed to females of the household the
ability to wrsué a genteel lifestyle, free from the burden of heavy
domestic work - and the lifestyle of female family members was one of
the most sensitive indications of family status in urban society of
the nineteenth century. The pattern of servant keeping in Glasgow

middle class households, in part confirms this interpretation, though

66 Rowntree in his York survey of 1899 saw servant keeping as a major
index of social class, the dividing line between 'the working classes

and those of a higher social scale'. This view has been both popular
and influental, seen most notably in J.A. Banks Prosperity and

parenthood. But in recent years its has been challenged - F.X.

Prochaskas 'Female philanthropy and domestic service in Victorian
England' Bulletin of the Institute of Historical Research LIV 1981

PP.79-~-85; H. HiggsﬁDomestic gservants and households in Victorian

England'; P. Branca Sileunt Sisterhood: Middle Class Women in the

Victorian Home (1975) ~
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it also shows that the relationship between the middle classes and

domestic servants could be highly complex.

Clearly there was a strong relationship between 'middie classness' and
the presence of domestic servants in the Glasgow home. Yet, only one
half of families who by a range of objective criteria can be
identified as middle class kept resident domestic servants.
Furthermore, only a very small proportion of the middle class had
more than three resident servants.®7 Though non-resident servants were
available for domestic work in the city, an analysis of the pblished
Census indicates that there was not an exceptionally large pool of
servants in this category,68 It would appear, therefore, that servant
numbers in Glasgow were low - or at any rate, lower than one might

expect to see in a city of such size and wealth.

A comparative analysis of a number of British cities in 1861 indicates
the variability of servant aumbers and confirms the lowness of the
Glasgow figures. In cities like Glasgow or Leeds, where industrial
(particularly textile) employment was available for native born wonen,
there were relatively few domestic servants. In such circumstances
most female servants were young migrants from outwith the city and

domestic service acted as a low status occupation for working class

67 For J.A. Banks Prosperity and parenthood p. 76, three servants - a
cook, parlour-maid and housemaid - were the basic requirements for the
upper middle class nome.

68 If the number of women de fined in the published 1861 Census as
'servants’ are divided by a number representing one fifth of all
Glasgow households - the approximate size of the middle class - the
result is an average of 0.7 servants per household, similar to the
present sample results of 0.8 servants per household.
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outsiders - a means whereby they could gain an entry to urban 1i fe.9
In Glasgow in 1861 over three-quarters of all female servants were
migrants, mainly from the Highlands and Ireland. In cities with
limited industry such as Stirling or Edinburgh, which tended not to
attxjact female migrants on the scale of Glasgow, domestic service held
a higher status among thev native born and more servants were available
to the middle classes, as shown in Table 2.11. Few directly
comparative details on servant keeping in Glasgow in the early
nineteenth century exist. There is an indicetion, however, that the
the availability of female domestic servants was greater in the 1830's
than in the 1860'3.70 Better employment opportunities for working
class women, not only in the textile industry, but in the growing
service sector, and improved wages for working class men - reducing
the necessity for wives to work - together undermined the availability
of servants. Comparatively low resident servant numbers may also have
been a function of the relatively small domestic properties which
traditionally existed in Glasgow, even among the middle classes. I3
may also be the case that in Glasgow, attitudes to servant keeping
as an outward manifestation of status were not so well developed as
elsewhere in Britain, and therefore less likely to result in a high

demand for servants.

69 P. Horn The rise and fall of the Victorian servant p28 ; T.M.
McBride The domestic revolution p48

70 J. Cleland Enumeration of the inhabitants of the city of Glasgow
and County of Lanark for the Government Census of 1831 (Glasgow 1832)

p.210 - in 1831 9% of the Glasgow female population were
occupationally de fined as servants, compared with 6.2% in 1861.




Table 2.11 - Female servants as a percentage of adult female
o pulation for selected cities, 1861. Source Census.

Liverpool 9.
Norwich 9.0
Birmingham 7.4%

Glasgow 6.2%
Stirling 14.3%
Aberdeen 9.0%
Dundee 3.8%
Edinburgh 15.3%
Leeds 6.1%
Manchester 7.3%
5%

%

Never-the-less, while not all members of the Glasgow middle class had
resident domestic servants in the household, the distribution of
servants between occupation areas conforms to to an expected pattern.
Households where the head belonged to one of the high status
occupations usually included resident servants. Equally, households
where the head belonged to one of the lower status occupations were
not so frequently servant keepers, and where a servant was present she
would be of the lowest class of general maid. The keeping of more
than one servant, or prestigious named servants, defined by specific
function - cook mparlourmaid, nursemaid, governess or more rarely male
servants such as a butler - was far more likely to occur among
merchants, factory owners and pro fessionals, than elsewhere in the
middle classes, both in 1861 and the in early nineteenth century.
But though a majority of households in these categories kept resident
servants, substantial minorities did not. Over a quarter of those in
the liberal professions, for instance, lived in families where no

resident servant was present.rf1

71 In Paris in 1856 25% of those engaged in the liberal professions did
not have resident domestic servants - this is similar to the Glasgow
figure of 28%, and signiticant in the sense that middle class housing
in Paris, dominated by flatted dwellings, resembled that of Glasgow -
see T.M. McBride The domestic revolution p.2}
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d. Domestic accommodation

The ability to provide accommodation for resident servants was partly
determined by the nature of the housing occupied by the middle class
family. 1In urban Scotland generally, but particularly in Glasgow,
houses were-of a distinctive. character, unlike those seen in England.
In the. 1860's, as in the early nineteenth century, most of the Glasgow
middle class were tenement dwellers. Flatted domestic properties,
based on a Burope influenced tradition and a land feu system peculiar
to Scotland, were the norm for both the middle and working classes
alike.2 Only the richest groups could afford detached or terraced
houses, which in the mid-nineteenth century were mainly situated in
the new elite middle class suburbs of the West ®nd./? But even among
the high status occupations the majority lived in tenements - albeit
in flats of a particular character exclusive to the middle class -
large, spacious and consequently highly valued, as indicated in Tables

2.12 %o 2.15.

72 Though precise figures do not exist, it can be estimated that over
95% of all @lasgow housing was in the form of tenements or flatted
dwellings.

73 See M. Simpson 'Middle class hous_ing and the growth of suburban
communities in the West End of Glasgow 1830-1914' Glasgow M.Litt. 1970
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Table 2.12 The Glasgow middle class 1861.
percentage distribution by house type.

Domestic accommodation -

X 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
House 18.8 33.4 37.3 38.1 7.9 5.5 10.9 7.7 8.7 0] 38.6
Tenement 81.2 66.6 62.7 61.9 92.1 94.5 89. 1 92.3 91.3 100.0 61.4

sample as a whole

X =
1-10 = occupation categories as in Table 2.5.

Table 2.13 The Glasgow middle class 1861. Domestic accommodation -
average house size (m rooms) and value (in pounds).

X 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Size 5.0 7.0 6.9 6.6 3.3 3.6 3.9 4.6 3.3 12.6 6.6
Value 26.0 40.6 37.9 40.4 16.9 16.1 19.5 18.4 15.5 18.1 38.9

X = sample as a whole
1-10 = occupations categories as in Table 2.5

Table 2. 2.14 The Glasgow middle class 1861. Domestic accommodation -
percentage distribution by size of house {in rooms).

{ room - 2%
2 rooms - 13%
3 rooms - 27%
4 rooms - 19%
5 rooms - 10%
6 rooms - 11%
7 rooms - 4%
8 rooms - 3%
9 rooms - 2%
1{Q+rooms - 9%

Table 2.15 The Glaséow middle class 1861. Domestic accommodation -
percentage distribution by size ranges (in rooms) and value ranges
(in pounds).

X 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Below 4 rooms 42.2 13.0 11.8 11.1 63.6 57.9 58.7 38.5 73.9 20.0 13.6
Above 8 rooms 14.2 29.9 31.2 31.7 O 3.8 6.5 15.4 4.3 30.0 27.3
Below £20 57.7 33.0 36.9 27.3 72.0 75.3 73.5 83%.3 80.0 62.5 28.9
Above £60 9.1 22.9 19.6 27.3 0.8 0.6 2.9 0 0 0 13.2
X = sample as a whole

1-10 = occupation categories as in Table 2.5
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Most Glasgow middle class households were accommodated in homes of
three or more rooms. Housing conditions were clearly quite cramped
even for the relatively rich, though for the city population as a
whole, 1little more than a quarter of families lived in property of
this size. In Edinburgh, a city with less industrial pressure and a
larger} percentage of the population in the middle class, over one
third of families accommodated housing of this size.74 The average
Glasgow middle class home had five rooms and an annual rateable value
of £26. There was a room to person ratio of about one to one. 3But
needless-to-say, there was considerable variation in the housing
conditions of the groups who made up the Glasgow middle class. Among
those o f the highest status over a third lived in homes o f more than
eight rooms - in the lowest status areas one or two rooms were ao’b
uncommon. Though it is not possible to draw direct parallels with the
early nineteenth century, the payment of assessed taxes demonstrates
the wide differences between the house value and probable size of the
richest of the middle classes and those of more modest wealth and

=

status.’?

e. The relative implications of the social character and family

struc tures of the Glasgow middle class

The analysis of the groups that dominated middle class society -~
consisting mainly of mature adult male heads of household - and the

exploration of the family environment in which they lived, indicates

74 Census of Scotland 1861 vol 1 p.xxxlll

75 gScottish Record O ffice Rdinburgh B326/15/28 Glasgow Assessed Tax

Schedule - Glasgow 1800-1801
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the complexity of the physical profile of the Glasgow middle class.
Occupation is shown to be an important variable in determining the
specific features of the middle class - impacting on age and family
svtructures, on family size, servaunt kseping and domestic
accommodation. Fortunately, however, it was a variable that tended to
be manifested in a relatively consistent manner - one that accords
closely with broad subjective contemporary notions of occupational
gtatus and prestige. High status occupations tended to be dominated
by older individuals, with large 'modern’ nuclear families - they
lived in large, highly wvalued domestic properties and were employers
of large numbers o f servants. Lower status occupations often had a
younger age profile and non-nuclear family structures. If their
families were nuclear, they were generally small. Domestic properties
were less highly valued, were usually tenemenf flats, had fewer rooms
and often no domestic servants. Indexes of status such as house size,
house value and servant keeping demonstrate a large degree of
correlation when applied to the Glasgow case study. The cut-o ff point
for middle class servant keeping in 1861 was domestic property in the
£20-£29 range, or four to six rooms. This also represents an average
range o f house size and value for the middle class home in gemneral.
Small sized and valued houses, those below the average, usually did
not have domestic servants - large and highly wvalued houses did, and
on a scale that increased with the value of the property, as shown in

Table 2.16.
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Table 2.16 The Glasgow middle class 1861. House size, house value and
servant kee ping.

X Y A B ¢ D
4 of sample 49 1 2 310 34
Average house size (rooms) 6.3 3.2 13.6 12.00 7.9 4.9
Average house value (pounds) 39.8 14.5 106.0 90.1 48.0 24.4

all households with servants

all households with no servants
households with four or more servants
households with three servants

= households with two servants

= households with one servant

wonwou

[}

O Qw4

But though there was a broad correlation in these important physical
indexes of status, certain features introduce the need for caution.
Thus, a comparison of the family structures of households of four or
more servants, with those of three servants shows that rather than
representing two status levels within the Glasgow middle class, the
different servant numbers were a coﬁsequence of two different stages
in the life-cycle requirements of the upper middle class family.76
Three servant households had relatively small families (average 4.9
persons excluding servants), with few children, and elderly heads of
household (average age 63.5 years), many of whom ware widows. This was
the family in the later stage of the 1life-cycle. Four or more
servant households represent the upper middle class family in the
middle stage of the life-cycle. The family was large (average 6.1
persons excluding servants) with many children and adult employed
sons llj.ving at home, and the head of household was in his prime

(average age 47.6 years). Clearly, wealthy but elderly households

76 gee conm parable results in J.B. Red fern 'Elite subur‘tians; early
Victorian Edgebaston' Local Historian 15 (1983) 259-271
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lived in smaller properties and had less need for many servants than
younger -households, with children. Servant numbers and house siaze
over a certain level, therefore, vreflect wractical considerations of

family need as well as status.

| A comparisoﬁ of houséﬁolds with ore servant and those with no servants
but a house value above £20 annual rental - that is of a value and
size where one might expect to see servants present - also indicates
the need for caution when making bold statements on the correlation of
status indexes. Here the main feature of contrast was the number of
adult females in the family. In one servant households there was an
average of 1.2 adult females (excluding servants), while in servant-
less families who lived in domestic property valued at over £20 there
was an average of 2.3 adult females. At this level of wealth and
status it was the ability of the family to provide adult females,
particularly grown daughters, that negated the need for a paid
resident servant. This suggests that among the lower middle class at
least, servant keeping as an indicator of gentility was not a
particularly strong value. Given that domestic servants were
notoriously difficult and disruptive in the middle class home,
fresumably more so in a small house, it is hardly surprising that if a
family could 'do without', they would. Yet even among the lower
middle classes 'rough wor¥, such as the household laundry, would be

pat-out or undertaken by day servants.

Just as middle class life-cycles had an impact on servant keeping,
they also influenced other aspect of family structure. The family
situations of heads of household under the age of thirty years,
compared with those of heads of household of sixty years and over, and

the middle classes in general, show many contrasts as indicated in

99



Table 2.17. Young households, in the early stage o f the life~cycle,
were small and usually of a nuclear type. They lived in small
domestic properties - usually flats in tenements - and had very few
servants. - Elderly households, at a later stage of the middle class
the lifE-cycle, were bigger, wealthier in terms of house size and
sefvants, and included very few children. Only 3% of young households
were headed by women, compared with 12% of elderly households. A
surprisingly large proportion of elderly households were headed by
single people, which suggests that the elderly who have in 1life been

married, tend in old age to live with relatives.
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Table 2.17 The Glasgow middle class 1861. Percentage distributions of
1life-cycle differences.

X Y Z
House 18.8 13.3 28.9
Tenement 81.2 86.7T T1.1
Average Rooms 5.0 3.4 6.0
Married 71.2 81.7 64.4
Single 15.8 16.7 28.9
Widowed 3.0 1.7 6.7
Household size 5.8 3.9 4.9
(incl. servants)
Household size 5.0 3.6 4.0
(excl. servants)
Adult males 1.8 1.3 .9
Adult females 1.6 1.2 .8
(excl. servants)
Children 1.6 1.1 0.3
Servants 0.8 0.3 0.9
X = Sample as a whole ¥ = 775
Y = Sample under the age of thirty years N = 67
Z = Sample over the age of sixty years N = 100

The variable nature of family structures, the different patternsof
domestic servants keeping and distinctions in the size and value of
domestic property were not, however, influenced only by life-cycle
stage or the practical needs of the family. Particular occupation
areas, and specific groups within the broad work categories, had
individual regquirements that influenced these multiple aspects of
domestic 1life. There were for instance, notable ranges of
experiences within those groups of occupations that can be broadly
de fined as the lower middle class. In general, shopkeepers, though
they lived in houses of similar size and value to most tradesmen, were
larger employers of servants. fTradesmen, on the other hand, were

larger employers of others forms of labour than servants - usually
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males, defined as apprentices or jou.rneymen.77 Some of the servants
employed in the households of shopkeepers were also involved in work
in the shop. More probably, however, such servants engaged in
domestic chores while the adult females of the household worked in the
shop - since shopkeepers would require honest, presentable and
trustworthy shop assistants, which would exclude many of the lowest
class of general servant. Tradesmen's wives, in 1861, generally did
not work with their husbands; they were, therefore, free for domestic
wor k and had less need for servants. General teachers and clerks,
though living in domestic properties of higher value and greater size
than those of the average shopkeeper, employed a similar number of
servants. Wives in these categories would generally not work outside
the home, and so could engage in domestic chores with a certain amount

of servant help commensurate with status levels.

Even among different shopkeeper groups there were variations worthy of
comment. Booksellers, by size and value of house were the wealthiest
sho pkee pers, but kept relatively few domestic servants - booksellers'
wives were perhaps less likely to work in the shop than the wives of
other shopkeepers. Bakers, on the other hand, had smaller houses but
employed many servants and also other forms of labour - bakers were,
of course, involved in both the processing and sale of their products
in very labour intensive enterprises. The arnalysis, as outlined in
greater detail in Table 2.18, shows, that without consideration of
the various aspects and implications of work type and family function,

servant keeping, house value and house size should not be used as a

7T 'Em ployment of others' data in the Census enumerators books is not
always reliable, and can only be taken as an indication of a trend -
see W.A. Armstrong ''The Census Bnumerators' books: a commentary in
R. Lawton (ed) The Census and social structure (1978) 37
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precise index of status. The different groups who can be broadly
defined as professionals also show a similar degree of variation among
those of higher status. As indicated in Table 2.19, teachers lived in
houses of much lower value and size, with fewer servants, than other
pro fessionals; while ministers clearly had the highest status by these
particular physiéal indexes. | |

Table 2.18 The Glasgow middle class 1861. Lower middle class

occupations and house size, house value, domestic servants keeping
and employment of others.

Teachers, general N=16 0 5.022.5 0.6
Clerks, general N=29 0 3.9 20.2 0.5
Sho pkee

Bookseller N=14 7 4.2 21.3 0.5
Grocers N=35 0] 3.4 15.5 0.5
Wine/spirit dealers N=41 10 3.4 15.1 0.6
Bakers (with shops) N=10 40 3.6 16.8 1.0
Tradesmen

Joiners N=21 38 3.5 15.3 0.1
Masons N=11 9 3.213.4 O
Tailors N=12 50 3.8 17.5 0.2

A = per centage who are employers of individuals
other than servants.

B = average rooms in house

C = average house value in pounds

D = average number of servants in household

1}

Table 2.19 The Glasgow middle class 1861. Professionals and house
size, house value and domestic servant keeping.

A B C
All professionals N=68 6.6 40.4 1.1
Writers (law) N=12 7.3 45.4 1.3
Doctors N=16 8.0 47.0 1.1
Teachers N=17 4.9 21.2 0.6
Ministers N=9 8.2 54.4 1.6
Accountants N=14 7.0 49.1 1.3

A = average house size {rooms)
B = average house value ( pounds)
C = average number of servants
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As discussed further below in the examination of wealth and property,
any attempt to define a hierarchy of middle class status must
accommodate the many complexities of individual experience and family
stucture. Multiple indexes are essential and do reveal a large degree
of consistency. But in applying such an approach, it is necessary to
recognize that the physical mani festations of the middle class could
vary greatly. Life-cycle changes had a notable impact on the nature
of familes and even within broad occupation categories, or broad
status levels, there were many variable experiences, dicated by the
nature of the work undertaken by the individual and the family. The
physical profile of the middle class, in its social and household
manifes;tations as demonstrated by the Glasgow case of 13861, was a

highly complex phenomenon.
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2.4 Property, wealth and income

a Introduction

The value of wealth as an index of nineteenth century status and
hierarchy is considerable. The nineteenth century novel, and other
forms of contem porary literature, indicate the preoccumation, among
all sections of society, with comparative wealth and public
demonstrations of wealth. The outstanding Glasgow based novel of the
period, John Galt's The Entail (1822), revolves around the thems of
wealth and property, as it charts the ambitions, self interest and
developing fortunes of the Walkinshaw family. The instability of
wealth was also 2 notable area of concern, seen for instance in the
experience of Mr Speckle, the ruined, though once wealthy, cotiton mill
proprietor described in Galt's Annals of a Parish (1821).78 The riches
and social pretensions of the new men of wealth were frequent objects
of cohtemporary ridicule and derision.79 Aggressive self interest
and material greed - with their damaging effect on moral and
spiritual values - were similarly common literary themes, much evident
in Glasgow novels and social commentaries of the period. (lelaad,
writing in the 138%30's, was particularly critical of this aspectof
wealthy urban elite society - 'there are many persons among us who
live as if they existed only for themselves and desire to know nothing
but what may be conducive to their own private advantage...The first

in order, but last in respect, are those who, though wealthy, or at

78 5.264

9 See, for instance, the contemptuous view of Glasgow men of new
wealth from an Bdinburgh perspective in J. G. Lockhart DPeters letters
to nis kinsfolk (Edinburgh 1819) pp169-70. Though significantly,
Tockhart was not as harsh in his views of Glasgow’s old elites.
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least in easy circumstances, lend a deaf ear to the tale o fwoe, and
neither contribute their time nor their means to the relief o f the

wretched. 'S0

In an expandlng and changlng urban society of great economic buoyancy,
1_t is clear why personal rlches and social perceptions of wealth
should be so significant. Rapid urban growth and associated great
densities ofdiverse peoples - without a shared bac kground, common
activities or points of personal contact, and with few consistent and
unifying values - meant that great premium was put on immediate
visual recognition and outward symbols of status. This accounts for
the aggresive search for wealth, the apparent decline in spiritual
values and the high levels of material consumption and status
display. With few common values to uniiy all levels of society, and
considerable ethnic diversity, money and wealth became acce pted
measures of those personal qualities for which there were no other
consistent standards.8! This was particularly so in the decades from
the 1820's to 1850's, when urban expansion‘and.social change were at
their greatest. It was a trend seen throughout Britain in the

nineteenth century, but was particularly marked in the large,

80 5, (leland Statistical facts of Glasgow (Glagow 1837) p40

81 D. Timms The urban mosaic - towards a theory of residential

differentiation (Cambridge 10715_ .26 - discusses these trends as
observed generally in situations of rapid urban expansion.
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mosperous cities of the industrializing north.82 3lasgow was such a
city, one in which wealth was highly valued and the scope and
qpportunities for private money making were clearly evident. YetAeven
among contemporaries there were often expressions of sururise at the
levels of personal riches to be seen in the city. Nowhere was this
more so than in displays of wealth through opulent housing in the
fashionable West End - 'the new abodes [of the West End] find tenants
wonder fully fast: and as you stroll through the miles on miles of
spacious streets and terraces containing exclusively handsome
dwelling-houses, you cannot help wondering where all the money comes
from which supports such a number of the upper middle class in luxury
if not su:lendour.'a3 To give an answer to this speculation from

Editor of the Glasgow Herald in 1850, is part of the aim of the

following analysis of the property, wealth and income of the middle

class.

The measurement of wealth holding, and examination of deftails of
individuwal income are by no means easy. A tax on incomes over a
certain level - £50 in the early nineteenth century, rising to £150 by
the 1870's - which excluded the majority of the working classes, was

imposed in Britain from 1799 to 1815, and again from 1342 onwards. But

82 Experience and values in the big cities and industrial towns were
very different to those of small urban centres or rural areas -
J.F.C. Harrison, Early Victorian Britain 183%2-1851 (1979) p38. The
nain contemporary evocation of these differences is seen in Elizabeth
Gaskell's North and South (first published in serial form in 1854-55).
But new wealth and aggressive status seeking, through the display of
personal riches, were not a northern industrial phenomenon alone -
Dickens, writing of a London commercial family, the Veneerings,
'bran-new people in a bran-new house' provides the most striking
literary example of the type in Jur Mutual Friend (first published

1864-65).

83 Glasgow Herald April 8 1850
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though numerous reports were published by the Commissioners of Inland
Revenue and other government tax departments, which allow broad
analyses of large scale movements in taxable wealth and income levels,
there is little detailed break down of information by %own or
district, and few available records of individual tax payment, from
waich local And rersonal trends can‘ be inf‘erred.84 Any a.ttem pt to
measure specific local income patterns must approach the subject
obliquely, and in part subjectively through interpretation of the more
accessible indexes of broad based wealth and specific types of wealth.
For this reason, consideration is given initially to the examination
of fixed property - housing, commercial premises and investment
prorerty - one of the simplist means of tracing siructures of wealth,
and one well served by the Glasgow sources. This is followed by an
analysis of the nature of movable or personal wealth at death, as
listed in Scottish confirmation inventories. The implications of
these two major indexes of wealth are then considered in the light of
subjective assessments and approximate estimates of evolving income

levels within the Glasgow middle class.

Be fore analysing the nature of property, wealth, and income, it must
be stressed that this area of the middle class physical profile was
one of great complexity and diversity. This is well illustrated by a
small number of individual case studies of wealth holding {(derived

from confirmation inventories, which exclude real estats) related to

84 See J. A. Banks Prosperity and parenthood (1954) ppi03-112; H.
Perkin The origins of modern English society (1969) pp.20-21; W.D.
Rubinstein The Victorian middle classes: wealth, occupation and
geography' Economic History Review 2nd ser. 1977 602-623 - which all
attempt to distinguish broad income levels from national income fax
records. See also R.D. Baxter National Income (1868); A.L. Bowley
Wages and income since 1860 (1939).
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other aspects of status and hierarchy in 1861. 1In creating the main
Glasgow middle class Record Linked Samvple of 1861, an attempt was made
1;0 link sample individuals to the confirmation inventories of the
period 1861 to 1865.85 As may be imagined, of a sample that stresses
the middle aged and those in their prime, few were found to have died
during this period - only nin'e;teen could be positively traced in thé
confirmation inventory source. The number is insufficient to provide
a strong foundation for generalizations on the nature of wealth
relative to other concrete indexes of hierarchy and status. It is
however, sufficient to show the diversity of individual wealth

holding pmatterns.

Though drawn from an elderly age group, the average being fi fty-seven
years, only two (one a woman) were not actively engaged in business or
employmen‘c.a6 The range of their inventory wealth was vast. At the
top of the scale was the considerable fortune of £48134, left by an
elderly retired merchant - described as a 'fundholder' - mainly in tﬁe
form of railway stocks and valuable household effects such as
paintings and silver plate. At the bottom, the modest sum »f £45, the
wealth at death of a carter, which took the form of stocks of cattle,
personal effects and small book debts. Between the two extremes there
was considerable diversity; often individuals who in many respects
had similar financial and domestic circumstances were very different
in the detailed manifestations of wealth. Two accountants were among

the nineteen cases. They lived in houses of similar size and value

85 SRO S.C 36/48/46-48. Linkage beyond 1865 was not considered a
viable proceedure due to changes in individual circumstances and
difficulties of 'recognition' of sample individuals. For futher
details on the linkage see Appendices 1 and 2 and Table 7.2.

86 Appendix 2 Table 7.2.
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with similar numbers of servants. Their inventory estates were of a
similar value, both mainly in the form of bank deposits, public
company investments and business debts due to the deceased. But one
also owned investment property in Glasgow with an annual value of
£4137 (real value o.f about £40000 at 1861 mrices) and an office valued
at £7OV a year, while the other owned no real estate in Glasgow and the
inventory indicates he had no fixed property elsewhere outside the

city.

The character of personal wealth distribution in the nineteenth
century was, therefore, complex and often inconsistent - and, as
indicated belcw, 1t tended %o be increasingly so as the period
progressed. Nonetheless, it is clear, even from the small numbers
here involvéd, that there were strong relationships beteen inventory
wealth and other indexes of status and wealth. Thus all of the
‘nineteen individuls who left over £2000 in inventory wealth had two or
more domestic servants, and the highest wealth was strongly related
to the largest domestic properties. Those engaged in commerce and the
o fessions, or of independent means had the largest fortunes - those
in shopkeeping and the trades had the lowest. As shown in the
analysis below, though there was great variability in this aspect of
the middle class physical profile, it 1s possible, through the
matching of the various wealth indexes, to construct a distinctive
hierarchy of middle class wealth holding, and to relate this to other

concrete aspects of status, family circumstances and occupational

prestige.

b. Pro pRrty

Fixed property or real estate was one of the most significant forms of
middle class wealth in the nineteenth century. For the rural middle
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class this was particularly so, with land ownership for farming or
rental incomes, the single most important area of wealth37  Among the
urban middle classes it was also important. In certain cases,
particularly those of great wealth, urban middle class land or
- praperty was often in the countryside, beyond the. city.88 For the
very rich, land was a traditional means of securing gentiry status, and
of diversifying an investment portfolio into safe income forms.89 Many
who could not aspire to extensive rural landownership would o ften
purchase country houses with adjoining garden land to provide a summer
home for the family. Even individuals of very modest wealth,
especially those whc had migrated to the city from rural areas, also
often owned small plots of land in the countryside - land with which
their family had a traditional association. Such land connections
were important in Scotland, and tended to have a strong influence on
urban middle class values and behaviour patterns. In a period of
great social change, land was a source of stability and continuity.
Most urban middle class property ownershipwas, however, to be

found in the local urban setting.

Property ownership had important social and political implications.

87 Shown below in the analysis of Confirmation Inventories of the
farming and landed classes.

88 one of the great Glasgow industrial families, the Bairds, coal and
iron masters, owned by the 1870's extensive country estates in
Scotland with an annual value in excess of £12000 - J. Bateman, The
great landowners of Great Britain and Ireland (1883) p22

89 Particularly in the earlier part of the nineteenth century and late
eighteenth century when small landed estates were relatively cheap and
available in the West of Scotland, and a source of attractive
investment for many local elite merchants. T.M. Devine 'An
eighteenth century business elite: Glasgow West India merchants 1740 -
1815"' Scottish Historical Review 57 (1978) 40-67




It was one of the principal means of defining class and hierarchy, and
the basic factor by which the electorate was circumscribed. These
functions were derived wincipally from the economic significance of
property, particularly among the exapanding urban middle classes.
There was plenty of opportunity for investment in this area in
Glasgow. The rapid growth of the city led to an increase in fixed
moperty whose rental values were already £81484 for houses and places
ofbusiness in 1804, and rose quickly thereafter to £286340 in 1820,
£5%6965 in 1831 (city and suburbs) and £1666336 by 1861 (city and

90 In the present examination of the Glasgow middle class

suburbs) .
three types of property based wealth are identified - investment in
housing in whicn the individual lived, investment in commercial
property from which the individual conducted his business, and

investment for the generation of income in property in which the

individual neither lived nor wor ked.91

Traditional land holding systems in Scottish cities, which gave rise
to the development of high density tenement building, tended to work
against individual ownership of domestic dwellings. Thus very few
of the middle clasgs, about one tenth, owned their own houses. Those

who did, either owned the wnole tenement blockin which they lived

30 J. Strang Report on the vital, economic and social statistics of
Glasgow for 1861 (Glasgow 1862) p30; J, Cleland Enumeration of the
inhabitants of the city of Glasgow (Glasgow 1832) pihl

N The 1861 analysis is based on a listing of property in Glasgow,
recorded by rate assessors under the Land Valuation Scotland Act of
1854, and held in the Scottish Record 0 ffice -SRC V.R.102/85-94. It
was not possible to record, in a consistent way, the holding of
property outside the city boundaries by members of the Glasgow middle
class. (Confirmation inventories examined below in section 2.4 c. do
indicate, however, that non-local property holding was not a major
thenomenon relative to the overall size of mroperty ownership and
tended to be the preserve of the relatively wealthy.
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vand derived an investment income from renting out the other flats, or
were members o f the highest wealth and status groups, living in the
exclusive and prosperous districts of the West End where houses as
opposed to flats predominated, and separate ownership of property was
easier.92 Houses in the latter category were typically rated at over
£60 a.year and dominated by rﬁerchénts, manu facturers, elite
o fessionals and those of independent means. Such individuals were
clearly wealthy and their wealth was demonstrated in other areas of
property ownership Thus nearly half of owner-occupiers of houses of
over £60 annual value also owned other forms of property in Glasgow -
property from which they received an investment income, or which was

employed to house close relatives such as elderly mparents .

Ownership of the commercial property from which an individual
conducted his business was also at a relatively low level (constrained
by the same factors that limited the ownership of housing in Glasgow).
Most business premises were in the older and more densely built parts
of the city where tenements prevailed. Those who did own their own
commercial properties were again mainly the wealthy, and especially
the large scale businessmen - <the great merchants with extensive
warehouses or manufacturers with factories. Commercial property among
these groups was often on the edge of the city, in the industrial

suburbs where land for new extensive building was available, or

92 Under Scottish law, land was usually feued rather thaa sold
freehold. Initial feu levels in the big cities were often very high
and encouraged dense exploitation of land, hence the growth of
tenements. Ownership of a single flat within a tenement was legally
ambiguous as such ownershipdid nct imply legal rights to the feu -
ownershipofa whole tenement blockor single house on its own land
was mnuch safer. See - J.R. Kellett 'Property speculators and the
building of Glasgow 1730 -1830' Scottish Journal of Political Economy

8 (1961) p212
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alongside the river on the newly built quays. In such cases the
individual concerned also often owned mproperty round about his factory
or warehouse - either other commercial buildings or housing. Of twelve
major businessmen identified in the 1861 Glasgow middle class sample,
who owned commercial property with an annual rental of over £500 -
mostly manﬁfacturers and overseas merchants - only two did not also
own extensive adjacent property. It seems probable that the land had
been feued in large blocks, and was purchased to give the factory or
warehouse room and ptential to expand. This pattern applies in the
case of William Connal, a foreign and commission merchant who owned
yards, counting houses and stores valued in 1861 at £1655 annual
rental. His firm of William Connal & Co. also owned additional
commercial property and houses round about in the Virginia Street and
York Street areas of the city, valued at £1740 annual rental.
Another was Robert Cochran, a china manufacturer who employed six
hundred workers in 1361 and occupied factories and works valued at
£936 annual rental, while also owning additional commercial property

nearby, again in the York Street area, valued at £120 annual rental.

Most individuals did not own the commercial property from which their
businesses were conducted. But an analysis of the distribution of
property, by value, between occupation areas indicates one element of
wealth holding - that represented by the annual rent that particular
groups could afford to pay for their commercial premises. It also
shows the differential property requirements of the various types of
occupation - requirements that were often dictated by the nature of
the businesses pursued. Less than half of those who formed the sample
could be linked to commercial property. Clearly many groups would not
have been occupiers of business property in their own right and would
not, therefore, have appeared in the wro perty listings. These include
the inde pendents and the retired, also middle class employees such as
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clerks or managers, and several professional group such as teachers or
ministers. The linking to business property favoured certain

occupations above others, particularly sho pkee pers and manufacturers,

as shown in Table 2.20.

Table 2.20 The Glasgow Middle Class 1861. Domestic property, business
property and investment property. Percentage of main sample linked to
the rate books in each category of prorperty.

A B c
% N3 N 3 N

1.Merchants 16.8(128) 18.7(74) 13.4(15)
2 .Manufac turers 8.9(65) 16.6(66) 17.9(20)
3.Pro fessionals 8.5(68) 6.1(24) 10.7(12)
4 .Sho pkee pers 20.8(159) 35.4(140) 16.1(18)
5.Trade smen 25.6(195) 19.4(77) 19.6(22)
6.Clerks/officers 6.3(48) 0 0
7.Managers/ foremen 2.0(15) 0 0
8.Transport 3.4(26) 2.3(9) 0.8(1)
9.Domestic 1.3(10) 1.5(6) 0.8(1)
10.Inde pendent 6.4(49) O 20.5(23)

100(763) 100(396) 100(112)
A = Linked to domestic property

Linked to commercial prorperty
Linked to investment property

Q
[ ]

In many respects, the value of commercial property occupied by
particular occupation groups reflected other broad indexes of wealth
and status. Yet, as in other aspects of the physical profile, the
specific nature of work imposed on experience. Across the whole of
the middle class the distribution of business property peaked at the
lower value range of £10-19. But for each of the occupation areas
there were significant variations in characteristics. Both merchants
and manufacturers peaked in their di_stribution in the range £100-£499
rental value. Yet there was a greater tendency among manufacturers

to skew towards high value property than among merchants.
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Manufacturers, of course, required very large commercial pro perties
from which to conduct their businesses, while the merchant o ften
operated from an office or counting house, which was generally quite
modestly rated. The manufacturer had to commit a large portion of his
wealth and business finance to fixed moperty, which had implications
for busineés f’lexibility‘and the capacity to invest elsewhere.
Professionals who occupied business property in their own right -
mainly writers, accountants and doctors - were most ominent in the
range £50~-£99 annual value. Such a sum represented the rental on a
prestigious office or counting house in the central business district
of Glasgow. Many however, had more modest o ffice accommodation,
wihilst others, particularly accountants, had bigger and more highly

rated o ffices.

The differences in the nature of business property occupied by
merchants and manufacturers were reflected, to a degree, i
differences between shopkeepers’and tradesmen. The latter two groups
had generally lower valued properties than the first two, but
shopkeepers peaked at a level in the value scale that was higher than
tradesmen.?? Nearly half the shopkeepers examined had total business
property valued at over £50, while less than oune fifth of the
tradesmen had business property with this level of rental. Several
sho pkee pers, particularly those engaged in the grocery and wine and
spirit retail trade, had multiple shops with a high compo‘site value.

Rarely, however, was a single shopworth over £50. The more highly

93 The physical position and nature of the 'shop was very importan‘t in
determining the status of the shopkeeper; tradesmen did‘pot de_r:.ve
status to the same extent from the nature or value of their bus:.ne_ss
properties. See T. Vigne & A. How kins .'The small shopkeepgr in
industrial and market towas' in G. Crossick (ed) The lower middle

class in Britain (1977) w206

116



valued of the tradesmen business properties tended to be those of
individuals in the building trade - who were notable for their large
yards and sand pits. But the workshops of most.tradesmen were
modestly valued at generally below £30 annual rental. Only a small
numbe? of those involved in transyport and the domestic category could
be linked to business premises. In the former case their o perties,
mainly stables, were generally very low in value. The biggest area
of business investment for this group was in the means of transport,
the horses, carts and waggons, rather than fixed progert%94 Those who
provided domestic services largely worked from their own homes if
lodging house keepers, and therefore do not appear as business
property occupiers; or worked in premises owned by others if
house keepers or matrons. Of domestic service providers, only
restaurant and hotel keepers appear in Table 2.21 - which outlines the
detail of Glasgow middle class commercial property values in 1861 -
some of whose property was very highly valued. Such was that of
George Cranston, who owned the Crow Hotel in George Square, valued at

£312, and a nearby tavern valued at £70.

9  The early nineteenth century Assessed Taxes inclgded a tax on
horses used in business, which was dominated by those in Fhe transport
sector. See SRO E326/15/28. Individual businesses could }nvo;ve up to
twenty horses in the early nineteenth century. By the mld-qlneteenth
century the largest transport business in 3lasgow, owped oy.Andrew
Menzies (died 1873), an omnibus groprietor, carter, carriage hirer and
funeral undertaker employed hundreds of horses. One Hundred Glasgow

Men (Glasgow 1886) w223
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Table 2.21 Glasgow Middle Class, 1861. Business
: ' ] . . property - percentage
distribution by occupation within value categories® ® ¢

X 1 2 3 4 5 8 9
Over £500 annual value 3.5 3.1 10.6 0 0 0 0 16.5
£100-£499 annual value 13.6 24.3 33.3 12.5 1.4 5.2 0 83.3
£50-£99 annual value 14.1 14.9 13.6 33.3 15.0 7.8 11.1 0
£30-£49 annual value 19.2 16.2 19.7 4.2 32.1 5.2 11.1 0O
£20-£29 annual value 16.9 16.2 6.1 20.8 18.6 24.7 11.1 0
£10-£19 annual value 25.8 18.9 15.2 12.5 27.9 40.2 55.5 0
Below £10 annual value 5.8 1.4 1.516.6 5.0 16.9 11.1 0

X = Linked sample N=396

1-9 QOccupation categories as in Table 2.20

*It should be noted that the values are not just for single business
mwoperties, but in some cases, mparticularly of notable merchaats and
manu fac turers, may represent the holding of several distinct
moperties from which a business was conducted. For example, Robert
Cogan, cotton manufacturers had business property valued at £1350
annual rental, which consisted of five separate factories. David

Cross, seed merchant, held business property valued at £504 annual
rental, consisting of a shop, a counting house and two stores.

The nature and occupational distribution of business property in the
earlier nineteenth century wag similar to that seen in 1361. There
*;rere, however, fewer extensive manufacturiag premises, and
consequently the large merchant premises tended to be relatively more
prominent. Hotels and taverans were some of the largest and most
highly valued coummercial properties priovr to the development of
extensive urban based industry. But the majority of business premises

in 1800 and 1832 were, as in 1861, relatively low rated shops or



wor ksho ps.95

Property for the generation of investment income was o ften held in
large geographical blocks by corporate bodies, binstitutions or
trusts, particularly by the mid and later nineteenth cen’cury-96 The
numbef of identifiable individuals who can be linked to direct
ir;vestment in property - as oppsed to investment in institutions or
trusts through which there was an indirect investment in woperty -
tended, therefore, to be relatively small. 3Some individuals in
Glasgow in 1861 were vast investors in property in which they neither
lived nor worked. The largest to be identified in this study was an
accountant who owned houses and shops in multiple sites valued at
£4137 annual rental. Ilost, however, were more modest investors, with
an average investment holding of £200 annual rental - which
represented property with a real value of about £2000 at 1861 rprices.
The distribution of those occupation groups who were linked to
investment property in 1361 compared with those linked to commercial
premises and domestic property is given in Table 2.20. The

occupational distribution by range of investment income appears as

Table 2.22.

95 A sample of the 1832 Cholera Rental Book, (Mitchell Library,
Glasgow, M.S.) showed that the most highly valued 'commercial
properties were textile warehouses, calenders and foundries of about
£150 annual rental, considerably below the value of equ;valent
properties by 1861. Assessed Tax schedules of 1800 (SRO E326/15/28),
do not include commercial properties unless also used as or physically
joined to domestic properties - the largest valued and most extensive
premises described, therefore, tend to be hotels and inns.

9% The expansion of Glasgow, through new building from the late
eighteenth century, was considerably dicta‘ted by certain of these
institutions, notable Hutcheson's Hospital - see J.R. Kellett
'Property speculators and the building of Glasgow 1780-1830" p213
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Table 2.22 The Gl.asgow Middle Class 1861. Investment property -
percentage occupation distributions within value ranges

X 1 2 3 4 5 10
Over £300 annual rental 20.6 20.0 20.0 25.0 16.7 22.7 21.7
£100-£299 annual rental = 46.4 46.6 50.0 33.3 55.5 45.5 47.8
Below £100 annual rental 33.0 33.3 30.0 41.7 27.8 31.8 30.4

X = linked sample as a whole, N=112

1-10 = occumpation categories as in Table 2.20

Most investment property took the form of nousing, shops and workshops
- individual units being mainly low in value, though o ften held in
large composite blocks. There was a tendency for investment in large
scale factories or warehouses to be undertaken either by merchants and
factory owners, who also had their commercial premises nearby, or by
wealthy institutions and trusts. Although the numbers who invested
wers relatively small, th‘ey clearly show the importance of investment
property ownership to particular middle class groups. The
inde pendent, the elderly, the retired and women were the most
significant investors in private property. One of the largest
examined in the 1861 analysis was John Craw ford, who owned multiple
sho ps and houses throughout Glasgow valued in total at £515 annual
rental. Crawford was relatively young at only forty-eight years old,
though described as 'retired’ in most sources. Significantly his son,
who lived in the parental home, was a builder, and there is some
suggestion that Craw ford himself, while in business, had been in the
building trade and therefore had a particular interest in investment
But investment property holdings for most of the

in this area.

. 1 rd. More
elderly and retired were not as large as those of Craw ford. |

typical was Robert Craig, a fifty-five ysar old retired farmer who

owned houses and shops in Main Street, Bridgeton, where he also lived,
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valued at £150 annual rental. There was also David Crosbie, a sixty-
four year old 'fund holder', who in addition to investments in

government stocks owned houses and flats in Abercromby Street valued

at £40 annual rental, where he also lived.

Tfadesmen, especially those involfred in the building trades, such as
builders, slaters, house painters and carpenters were notable
investors in urban property - an area to which they were attracted by
special knowledge and interest. With a relatively small part of their
wealth tied up in business premises, tradesmen tended to have greater
scope for investment in property for rental income than other lower
middle class groups. They had far greater involvement in this type of
investment than shopkeepers, who had to commit a large level of wealth
to the premises from which their businesses were conducied.
Manufacturers, though numerically a smaller group invested more in
urban property than merchants - uswally, as noted above, in areas
round about their factories and works. Professionals, particularly
accountants and writers, groups who often acted as factors and house
agents, also invested considerable sums ia local urban property,
especially houses and shops, from which they derived a rentier
income. TLower status employee groups such as clerks or managers did

not, however, invest in property, unless they were retired and had

moved into the category of independent.

As a source of investment income, local urban property ia the

nineteenth century was generally stable, safe and easy %o control. It

was particularly attractive to those of relatively modest wealth, to

the elderly and to women, who required a steady income. It was also

attractive to those with a specialist involvement in building trades

or in prorperty management, where investment tended to be larger and

Y, =
more speculative in nature. Property was, nowever, only one aspect of
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middle class wealth holding. Its role relative to other categories of
wealth can be assessed through an analysis of confirmation inventories

- the listing of movable wealth at time of death.




c. Wealth at death

In the study of Scottish middle class wealth structures, the
confirmationinventory is particularly valuable.97 fThe character of
broad based wealth at death has been examined elsewhere, but nowhere
previously’ has an analysis of specific individual wealth
circumstances, relative to other indexes of hierarchy and status in
the nineteenth century, been underta ken.?S Though exceptional in the
details they supply, Scottish confirmation inventories present the
same problems of interpretation that are seen in the Bnglish provates.
As recordsofindividual wealth at time of death, they inevitably
reflect the circumstances of an elderly population. In some cases
this has a distorting effect, for wealth at death not always
paralleled wealth during the lifetime of an individual. An
exploration of the detailed wealth of a particularly rich Scottish
industrialist - William Todd Lithgow - during his life and at death,
has raised concern over the unrepresentative nature of the
confirmation inventory.99 But these reservations are more applicable
to the very rich, marticularly those of the later nineteenth century

when stringent estate duties were in force, than to the modestly

o7 The nature of the source and the samples employed are described in
detail in A ppendices 1 and 2.

98 See particularly W.D. Rubinstein Men of Property: the very wealthy
in Britian since the Industrial Revolution (London 1981); The broad
vValue of wealtnh at death of artisans and small masters in early
nineteenth century Birmingham is described in C. Behagg 'Master.'s ax}d
manu facturers: social values and the smaller unit of production in
Birmingham, 1800-50"' in G. Crossick & H.G. Haupt Shopkeepers and
master artisans in nineteenth-century Europe (1984) 137-154; J. Foster
Class struggle and the Industrial Revolution (1974) uses broad probate

wealth in de fining the Oldham bourgeosie p271.

29 M.S. Moss 'William Todd Lithgow - founder of a fortune' Scottish
Historical Review 63 (1984) 47-T72.
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wealthy middle classes of the mid-nineteenth century. For the latter,
who were not generally faced with heavy estate duties, there was less
need to disperse wealth to relatives be fore death, as evidently
happened in the case of Todd Lithgow. 1In any event, the confirmation

inven‘tory' is used here only in conjunction with other indexes of

wealth.mo

Scottish confirmation inventories give valuable and trecise details on
individual movable wealth, and also give an indication of fixed
provperty. Additionally, they point to the character of wealth
distribution between the town and countryside within a particular
geographical area. Sheriff Court responsibility for confirming
inventories - in this case the Glasgow Sheriff Court - also included
the inventories of individuals resident in the wider county beyond the
city, that is in Lalnar'k<.>>k13'_1:'e.1O1 Of the cases analysed for tﬁe early
1860's, over a quarter represented individuals who lived outside
Glasgow or the immediate suburbs. These were mainly farmers and
landowners, and a few professionals, such as ministers and writers who
lived in small Lanarkshire towns and villages. In the Census of 1861,
71% of the population of Lanarkshire was resident in Glasgow and 29%
elsewhere in the county. The broad geographical distribution of
confirmations reflects the distribution of the population as a whole.102

Among those with larger fortunes - identified in this study as

100 See the analysis of 19 case studies of elderly wealth on pages 109-

110.
101 J. @. Currie The confirmation of executors in Scotland according to

the practice in the Commissariat of Edinburgh (fdinburgh 1884) pp5-6

102 J. Strang Report on the vital, social and economic statistics of
Glasgow for 1861 (Glasgow 1862) pb
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individuals leaving over £2000 in movable property - there was,
however, a slightly smaller representation from outside the city and
suburbs. Except for a few notable cases, such as the great
landowners, the very highest levels of personal wealth tended to be
conceptrated‘ in the city.1o3 In the earlier nineteenth century this
concen‘trat.ion ofA wealth was even mbre notable. In 1832, less than one
tenth of large wealth holders lived beyond Glasgow. Clearly, economic
expansion and buoyancy within the ¢city had given tangible
encouragement to the growth of prosperity and wealth in the rural

hinterland. 104

Despite the presence of groups drawn from outside the city, and the
high representation of retired men and elderly women, the occupaticnal
distribution of confirmation inventories in the early 1860's reflects
that of the 1861 Glasgow middle class Record Linked Sample. As
indicated on Table 2.2%, the only significantly different groupwas
sho pkee pers, since there were relatively more shopkeepers in the
confirmation inventory analysis than in the linked sample. The reasons
for this pattern cannot be stated with certainty, although it seems
probable that the occupation of shopkeeper was less likely to be

abandoned for retirement (and passage to the inde pendent category)

103 Many of the very wealthy had two residences, one in the country and
one in the town. The Scottish courts presumed, in such cases, that it
the individual was a nobleman or landed proprietor his domicile was in
the country, and if a merchant, manufacturer or pro fessiongl his
domicile was in the town. See J.G. Currie The Confirmation Of

Executors In Scotland p2t

104 Stimulated by expanding urban markets, the development of efficient,
large scale commercial agriculture in the lowlands f‘rgm the 1780|s was
rapid. This was reflected in the grea:ter materlal.wealtn and
consumption of farmers, seen moS% notably in new trendsmlil farmhouse
building and nigher levels of domestic com fort - see T.C. Smout A

history of the Scottish people 1560-1830 (1969) pp229-293
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than others more physically or mentally arduous in character, or more
profitable and capable of sustaining the individual in independent old
age. It may also be, and there is evidence to support this among the
inventories, ‘that certain tradesman occupations were frequently given
up in old age in favqu? of the less physically demanding area of
shopké.epring.m5 This is seen for instance in the case of William Barr,
wine and spirit dealer of Jamaica Street Glasgow, who died in 1860
leaving an inventory fortune of £2582 mainly in the form of stocks in
trade. Though engaged in shopkeeping at the time of his death, the
nature of his book debts, and a number of personal loans suggest that
he had earlier been a small scale brass founder and metal worker.! 95

Table 2.23 Glasgow Middle Class Confirmation Inventories 1861, 1832
and 1800. Percentage distribution by occurpation - number in brac kets.

1861 1832 1800

g 4 %
A - Merchants 10.5 (26) 17.9 (25) 32.0 (16)
B - Manufacturers 6.5 (16) 9.3 (13) 4.0 (2)
C - Merch/manuf 1.0 (2) 1.4 (2) 2.0 (1)
D - Professional 7.0 (18) 11.4 (16) 8.0 (4)
E - Sho pkee per 20.0 (50) 15.0 (21) 8.0 (4)
F - Tradesmen 15.0 (37) 13.6 (19) 6.0 (3)
G - Clerk/0fficer 4.5 {11) 2.4 (3) 0 go)
H - Farmer/Landowner 10.0 (24) 7.1 (10) 10.0 (5)
I - Others 4.5 (11) 5.0 (7) 12.0 (6)
J - Independent 21.0 (52) 17.1 (24) 18.0 (9)

1861 = N = 247 cases
18%2 - N 140 cases
1800 - N 50 cases

1]

i}

105 career instability, the threat of large scale productipn and the
debilities of old age often forced craftsmen into shopkeeping. ;n
Germany between the 1360's and 1890's, gartly as a re?ult of this
trend, the ratio of customers to retailers was1halwed. As in
Britain, small scale shopkeeping wasnot threatened by 1arge-s§§¥e
competition untill the late nineteenth century. _See D. Elap? orn
'Between resignation and volatility: the German petite bourg§01s*e }n
the aineteentn century' in Shopkeepers and master artisans in

nineteenth century Europe p41

106 sro 5.0.36/48/46
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Inventories of the early 1830's were occurationally similar to those
of the 1860's, with one or two notable points o f di fference. TIn the
fbrmer there was a larger representation of merchants, factory owners
and professional men, and fewer sho pkeepers, farmers and retired
individualé living on independent means. At the beginning o f the
nineteenth century the presence of merchants was even more mar ked.
This was a pattern of wealth domination that mirrored the merchant
domination of power and status positions, as so often described by
contemporaries. As represented by the propensity to leave wealth of a
character that required confirmation, the years 1800 to 1861 saw
considerable growth among particular groups, especially those engaged
in shopkeeping and farming. These were areas whose expansion can be
directly related to the service functions and wider economic role of
the city and regionﬂo7 Additionally, the number of women whose death
was followed by the confirmation process increased as the century
progressed. This suggests that there was a relative rise also in the

wealth holding capacity of independent females.

Wealth holding changes during the period 1300 to 1861 included a
relative increase in riches among the less well off, and a decline in
the tendency of wealth to be concentrated in the hands of a few
notable individuals. But though this may suggest a more equitable
distribution of urban middle class wealth, it is also clear that the

opportunities for accumulating very large fortunes were far greater in

107 Giving emphasis %o a frequently described patterg, that the largest
arca ofmiddle class growth between the early and middle decgdes of
the nineteenth century was among those of modest wegltp ag?hlfcoge.
See P. Branca Silent sisterhood: middle class women in the Victorian

home (1975) p.45.




1861 than they had been in 1832 or 1800. The distribution of ranges
of inventory wealth are shown in Table 2:24. 1In 1861, almost 60% of
the individuals sampled had persenal wealth at death below £500 in
value and just under a quarter had wealth above £1000 in value. Mean
average wealth holding in 1861 was £1 669, but median average was much
lower at £335, .In 1832 the meaﬁ average was relatively similar at
£1615, but the median was higher at £438. This again suggests a
growth of less wealthy groups over the century, with an increased
presence of low value inventories in 1861 tending to dilute the median
average. lMean average wealth holding at the beginning of the century
was also relatively high and comparable with that of the later
samples, though the numbers involved were small and wealth was
concentrated in the hands of a few very rich individuals. Reflecting
this concentration, the median average in 1800 was £644, higher than

both 1832 and 1861.

Table 2.24 Glasgow Middle Class Confirmation Inventories 1861, 1832
and ¢.1800Q. Percentage distribution of samples by wealth ranges -

numbers in brackets.

1861 1832 1800
3 yA 3

Below £100 15.4 (38) 18.6 (26) 16.0 (8)
£100-£199 17.0 (42) 15.0 (21) 12.0 (6)
£200-£499 26.7 (66) 18.6 (26) 18.0 (9)
£500-£999 16.6 (41) 17.1 (24) 18.0 (9)
£1000-£1999 10.9 (27) 12.1 (17) 16.0 (8)
over £2000 13.4 (33) 18.6 (26) 20.0 (10)

Those occupations that were traditionally perceived to have a high

status -~ the merchant, the factory owners and the major professionals

tended to have their greatest representation in the upper levels of

the wealth scales. Lower status occupation groups such as shopkeepers

and tradesman were more fully represented at the lower levels of the

for individuals from these
scale. There was a tendency, however,
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groups to be found increasingly in the higher ranges o f the scale as
the period progressed and their wealth was enhanced by the exmansion
and economic buoyancy of Glasgow. In 1832 the richest shopkeeper to
be examined was Robert Siddon a grocer of 2 Trongate, who left a
fortune.of £1523, mostly in the form. o f shares in the Glasgow Union
Bank and stocks in trade. By 1861 the richest sho pkeeper was a
flesher, David Thomson of 183 George 3treet, who left £7191, in stocks
in trade, loans and bank deposits. The wealthiest tradesman in 1832
was Thomas Fotheringham, a cabinet maker who le ft £3872, and in
1861, William Logan a tinsmith who left £13909. &Em ployee groups such
as clerks, though members of the lower middle class and numerically
expanding during this period, did not see equivalent changes in their
wealth levels., Thus the richest clerk sampled in 1332 was John
Johnstone, clerk in the Carron Iron Works office in Glasgow, who left
£628 in the form mainly of bank deposits and loans. While in 1861 it
was Dav.id Hamilton, clerk and collector of Poor Rates at Braehead near
Glasgow, who left £698 mainly in insurance company shares and family

loans.108

The occupational characteristics of the richest urban groups, those

who le ft estates ofover £2000 in 1861 and 1832, are shown in Table

2.25.109 As might be expected, the wealthier sections of middle class

society were dominated by those in high status occupations and by

those who were retired or of independent means. There were relatively

108 sRro s.cC. 36/48/46-48 (1861 confirmation inventories); SRO
S.0.36/48/2%-24 (1832 confirmation inventorie 3)

109 Appendix 2 gives a detailed occupation breakdown of‘all those
leaving over £2000 in 1861. Also the occupations of those leaving over
£10000 and those leaving over £50000 in 1861.
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few among this group who were active as shopkeepers or tradesmen, and

almost none from the employee occupations. Though merchants were more

prominent in 1832 than in the early 1860's, by which time wealth had
diffused to a wider group of high status groups, there were generally
few significant changes. in the occupations. of those leaving over £2000

at death.

Table 2.25 Glasgow Middle Class Confirmation Inventories 1861 and 1832
- wealth over £2000. Percentage distribution by occupation - number
in brackets.

1861 1832

4 3
A - Merchants 23.3 (45)  25.6 (32)
B - Manufacturers 15.0 (29) 14.4 (18)
C - Merchants/Manuf. 4.4 (8) 5.6 (7)
D - Professionals 11.9 (23) 13.6 (17)
E - Shopkeepers 9.8 (19) 5.4 (8)
F - Tradesmen 5.7 (11) 4.0 (5)
G - Clerks/0fficers 2.1 (4) 3.2 (4)
H - Farmers/landed 12.4 (24) 8.8 (11)
I - Others 2.6 (5) 2.4 (3)
J - Independent 13.0 (25) 16.0 (20)

1861 N
1832 N

193
125

Wou

Apart from individuals in general areas of commerce, rich Glasgow
merchants in both 18%2 and 1861, were numerically dominated by
textile merchants, and merchants who traded with specific overseas
areas. Provision merchants, trading in wholesale food supplies to
feed the expanding city, were an increasingly prominent element by

1861. The manufacturing sector was equally dominated by textile

manufacturers and processors and also by those involved in the iron,

steel and coal industry. But by 1861 there were other wealthy

. . b 1
nanufacturers too, such as those engaged in chemicals and drug

production and also in the processing of preserved provisions.

130



Merchant/manufacturers, a small group of very rich and power ful

businessmen, were mainly involved with textile mroduction and trade

throughout the period. Most of those in the pro fessional category

were writers or accountants, surgeons and ministers. Svpirit dealers
and grocers were the most notably wealthy elements among the
shopkee pers, and tinsmiths, metal workers, plumbers and others in the

building trades were the dominant group among rich tradesmen.

When ranked by value of wealth at death, as in Table 2.26, it is clear
that opportunities for accumulating great personal fortunes had been
enhanced by 1861. Thus, while similar proportions of those in the
richest category (over £2000 wealth at death) left wealth over £10000
in both 1832 and 1861 (about a quarter of the total), the proportion
leaving over £50000 had doubled between the two years. Most
individuals who left the very highest levels of wealth were resident
in the city rather than the countryside beyond, and were actively
engaged in either commerce, particularly overseas trade, or heavy
industry.”o Ouly one professional man, Alexander Morrison, a writer
living in Hill Street Glasgow (who also owned a country home at
Ballinakill) left over £50000 in 1861. His fortune of £68682, was
held mainly in the form of bank and insurance company shares,
heritable bonds and bank deposits. No individual who was retired or
lived on independent means had wealth over £50000. The greatest
inde pendent fortune in 1861 was that of iiss Elizabeth Arthur, (also

the richest woman examined) of St Georges Road Glasgow, who left

£25767 mainly in heritable bonds. The largest single fortune

recorded in Glasgow in the early 1850's was that of Alexander Baird,

110 See Appendix 2 for more details.
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the coal and iron master who left personal wealth of £695410 - a very
complex estate dominated by railway investments and shares in the
family firms. This was, however, atypically high, and over twice the
value of the estate of the next largest wealth holder. Five other
Glasgow estates were over £100000 in value in the. early 1860's - all
were those of merchants. By contrast, the highest single estate
recorded in the early 1830's was £80603, the wealth at death of James
Rodgers a merchant o f Sauchiehall Road, which took the form of bank

company shares and bank deposits.

Table 2.26 Glasgow Middle Class Confirmation Inventories 1861 and 1832
- over £2000 wealth. Percentage distribution of samples by wealth
ranges - numbers in brackets.

£2000 - £4999

50
£5000 - £9999 26.9 (52) 19.2 (24)
£10000 - £49999 16.6 (32) 20.8 (26)
over £50000 5.7 (11) 2.4 (3)
1861 N = 193
1832 N = 125

The gross value of movable property at death indicates the relative
and evolving wealth of particular groups. But it is also evident that
there were variations in the detailed nature of inventory estates, and
these too reflected the character and wealth of specific
occupatj_ons.111 It is notable that in all the confirmation inventory

samples the only area in which over half of those examined held wealth

111 See Appendix 1 for more details.
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was in the form of household effects. Over half of those in 1861 also
held wealth in bank deposits - though in 1832 only the 'over £2000'
sample had at least half the individuals examined with wealth in this
form. In both 1832 and 1861, over half of those with fortunes 'over
£2000f had weaith in the>form df-caéh,.pefsonal loans and.business
commitments. In 1832 over half of those in the 'over £2000' sample
had wealth committed to public company shares, while by 1861 over half
had wealth specifically in the form of railway company sharss. All
other forms of wealth, however, were observed only in a minority of
cases. A ranked comparison of wealth categories or types, by average
value, is given in Tables 2.27 and 2.28. Bach type of wealth
holding, its role and significance within specific occupation groups

and ranges of wealth, is described below.
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Table 2.27 Glasgow Middle Class Confirmation Inventories 1861 and
1832. Ranked average wealth within categories - (average is the sum of
wealth in each category divided by number of sample individuals)

1832 1861
Inventory value £1615 Inventory value £1669
1. Business wealth £492° 1. Business wealth £3%82
2. Loans £250 2. Loans £324
3. Bank deposits £208 3. Other shares £188
4. Book debts £181 4. Railway shares £186
5. Other shares £173 5. Bank deposits £183
6. Household effects £125 6. Insurance £104
7. Insurance £30 7. Household effect £76
8. Cash £16 8. Book debts £44
9. Rents £6 9. Rents £26
10.Railway shares £1 10.Cash £10

Table 2.28 Glasgow Middle Class Confirmation Inventories 1861 and
1832. Wealth over £2000. Ranked average wealth within categories -
(average is the sum o f wealth in each category divided by number of
sample individuals)

1832 1861
Inventory value £9172 Inventory value £16306

1 .Business wealth £3073 {1 .Business wealth £7262
2.0ther shares £1707 2.Railway shares £2480
3.Bank deposites £1346 3.0ther shares £1257
4.Loans £1065 A.Bank deposits £967
5.Household effects £381 5.Loans £903
6.Boo kiebts £330 6.Insurance £374
7.Rents £171 7.Boo klebts £331
8.Insurance £127 8.Household effects £296
9.Cash £26 9.Rents £86
10.Railway shares £20 10.Cash £35
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The value of cash holdings at time of death was generally not large in
1861 exce pt among sho pkeepers, merchants and farmers,‘ who required
above average reserves for their day-to-day dealings. Larger sums in
1832 probably reflected the less refined business practices of the
day, and relati?é scarcify of'b.an lﬂng f‘aciliﬂtiz‘e-ss.112 In 1é00, cash
holding were even more significant, with personal reserves of coins
and notes in excess of £100 quite common. By contrast, household
effects was an area of wealth holding that was notable in most urban
middle class estates. As one would anticipate, the value of household
effects generally reflected the overall wealth of the individual, for
it was a type of wealth with tangible implications for consumption and
status disxpj.ay.113 Thus the average merchant or factory owner in 1861
had household e ffects valued at about £270, while the shopkeeper or
tradesman had household effects valued at £50. In 1832 this area of
wealth was generally higher than in 1861. But the fall, as the period
progressed, was due to the growth of the less wealthy lower middle
class within the confirmation inventory source, who tend to dilute
the figures, rather than a reflection of absolute decline in the
value ofmiddle class household goods. Indeed the reverse was true,
with far greater material wealth invested in furnishings, plate,

paintings and silver in the 18A0's than had been the case in the

t12 Prior to the establishment of a number of innovative joint stock
banks in Glasgow from the mid-1830's. S.G. Checkland Scottish
banking: a history 1695-1973 (Glasgow 1975) 325

113 The value of the household effects of the farming category tends to
be under-represented in the inventories as they were often jointly
assessed with farm stock and equipment. For all other occupations,
precise information on value was given, and in certain cases,
described below in the analysis of middle class consumption patterns,
there were detailed listings of the items that made up the household

e ffects.



earlier part of the century.

In 1861, bank depsits were among the most frequently found areas of
personal wealth - though the amounts involved were generally not
great. Womgn and shopkgepe-rs tended to commit large portions of their
wealth to this form. Bank deposits were relatively safe and easy to
realize, and simple to control, for individuals without big business
contacts. Although fewer individuals had wealth in this form in 1832
and almost none in 1800, the sums involved, particularly among those
pro fessional groups who provided financial services, could be
substantial. By contrast, the holding of wealth in the form of life
insurance, though growing as the period progressed, was not
particularly notable, even among the relatively rich - and even here
it tended to form only a small part of the overall value of an
estate. The most signficant groups of 1life insurance holders were
pro fessionals in 1361, especially those who acted as, or had regular
business contact with insurance brokers. Again there was almost no

wealth in this form in the earlier part of the century.

Public company share holdings, marticularly railway shares among the
wealthiest groups in 1861, were often vast, in some cases worth many
thousands of pounds. In 1832, small to medium sized investments in
local commpanies suéh as banks or public utilities were very ppular,
especially among moderately wealthy individuals. By 1861 public
com pany shares tended %to be much larger and less localized, though
investment was still usuwally in Scottish based companies. This was
especially true of railway shares, though there was also some
investment among the very wealthy, notably those from merchant groups
Wwith overseas connections, in North American railroads. Where wealth
was in overseas company shares, the sums involved were usually very
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substantial. They were not always safe however, and several
inventories of the early 1860's record instances - of substantial
investments in overseas companies that had been lost or 'written
down'. One case was that of Michael Farie, a retired merchant who
left a fortune of £6985, mostly in Scottish railway and insurance
company shares, which included £4000 in bonds, written down to £733,
in the Illinois Central Railroad Com pany.”4 Other public company
shares in 1861 included bank and insurance companies, canal and
navigation companies and public utilities. Wealthy women rarely
invested in railways, but frequently had substantial sums in bank
company shares and in local public utilities such as gas or water
companies. The latter were less volatile than other forms of share
investment, and as they were local they were more easily observed and
assegsed by the potential investor. In 18%2 considerably less of

women's wealth took the form of public company share investments.

Wealth in the form of personal loans was marticularly significant in
the early nineteenth century, but became progressively less so as the
reriod advanced ~ though where loans were made, even in 1861, the sums
involved could be large. Farmers and professional were both extensive
holders of wealth of this type. Women, especially rich widows and
spinsters who made loans to relatives, were also notable within this
category - though even here the frequency of lending declined as the
period progressed. It is hard to estimate the evolving nature of

wealth in heritadble bonds due to changes in legislation that had an

114 apo sc 36/48/46-48



impact on the recording of wealth in this form.' 1>  Even so, in 1861
such bonds were significant only among the very wealthy, particularly

women and retired men, and the sums involved could be vast.

The absolute value of fixed property was not included in the
conﬁ.rmatlon mventory, but rents in arrears weré given, and show
something of the level of wealth holding in this area. Among women in
particular, fixed property represented a relatively large area of
wealth. It is estimated that at least one quarter of financially
inde pendent women who left wealth at death le ft some part of their
estate in fixed property. In 1861, such property had an average
estimated annual value of £200 per woman and an estimated real value,
in total, of £460000 - nearly twice the value of all other combined
categories of inventory wealth of the women sampled for 1861.1 16
Clearly among elderly, independent middle class women, poperty was a
very significant area of wealth and income generation. Other groups
to hold substantiazl levels of wealth as rents were farmers, with their
obvious land connections, and wealthy merchants and factory owners.
Some o f the property of the latter groups was in rural areas. There
were also some notable property owners among pro fessional and trademen

groups, though nere most of the rents were from composite blocks of

115 By an act of 1860 (23 Vict. ¢.15,6) the full value of heritable
bonds had to be entered in the inventory. Prior to 1860 it was
necessary only to include the value of interest on heritable bonds.
As a result, heritable bonds appear as a large category of wealth in
1861, particularly among the rich, but relatively small in 1832. See
Glasgow Post Office Directory 1861 (Glasgow 1861) w27

116 Though property investments represent a signficant part of the
wealth of independent middle class women, in Glasgow in 1861 women
were only 15% of property investors, and owned only a little more than
10% of property by value. Their role in the property market was,
there fore, marginal. SRO V.R. 102/85-94
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small scale urban properties. Generally, wealth in the form of rents
in arrears was less significant in 1800 and 18%2 than in 1861. The
growth of the city >had presented increased opportunities for
investment in property, particularly to the modestly wealthy.117 The
only groups who did not conform to this pattern were farmers, who had
always had a high ievel‘of‘ weav]’.th 1n t‘hbis fofm, and the.very rich.
The latter experienced a relative decline in the average mroportion of
wealth committed to fixed property as the period advanced and other

oprortunities for profitable investment develo ped.

Wealth defined in the tables as 'other wealth' is a mixed category,
composed mainly of salaries or annuities due to the deceased, or - of
greater importance in terms ofvalue - shares in trust funds or the
estates of deceased relatives. It was an area of wealth holding that
could have considerable value, especially for the retired and women.
Many wealthy women, thoughout the period, had large portions of their
fortune held in family trusts, set up and administered by male
relatives. A number of individuals, of both sexes, with shares in the
estates of deceased relatives had been engaged, at the time of their
own death, in protracted legal struggles, reminiscent of 'jarndyce V.
Jarndyce', to gain access to their inherited wealth. Such was seen in
the case of the smallest inventory recorded in 1861, which consisted

N

o0f a modest sum of £3 in furniture and clothes and a considerable but

undisclosed sum in heritages under dispute.1 18

"7 Trends in property ownership observed in the confirmation

inventories largely correspond with those seen in the analysis of
rates books. This underlines the value of confirmations as a source
of information on middle class wealth, despite the fact that they

record wealth at death.

118 sRro s.C. 36/48/46
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Business wealth and book debts were together the most significant
areas of urban middle class estate for all years examined, with
average values far greater than those of any other single type of
wealth holding. In 1861, 55% of those leaving over £2000 had part of
© their fortune in the form of business commitments. This suggests-that
over half of the wealthier middle classes at death were still
economically active in some form. The level of economic activity was,
however, variable and determined by the nature of business or
employment area. Those areas that commanded the most stable profits
tended to promote more retirement or semi-retirement than relatively
volatile areas. Of individuals leaving over £2000 in the early
1860's, 72% o f those defined as manufacturers were still actively
engaged in business on a regular basis, but only 53%% of merchants and
a mere 39% of professionals. The levels of business wealth recorded
for the very ricin in 1351 were considerably higher than the levels
seen in 183%2. Merchants and those in commerce generally had the

largest sums committed %o business, closely followed by manufacturers.

Great wealth was distinctly related to an active involvement in
business; lesser wealth tended to denote less active involvement in
business, or retirement. TFew individuals from the upper levels of the
urban middle class could sustain the same levels ofv wealth in
retirement that they nad enjoyed while in business - though many, of
course, were still very rich in relative 1;erms,.119 Rich women,

especially in 1832, had considerable business commitments, though

119 por detailed descriptions of individual 1ife-cycle wealth holding
see M.S. Moss 'William Todd Lithgow, founder of a fortune'; R.J.
Morris 'The middle class and the property cycle during the Industrial
Revolution' in T.C. Smout The search for wealth and stability (1979)

91-113
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these were usually passive investments or holdings in the businesses
of close relatives. Book debts were one significant aspect of business
wealth, and particularly important to shopkeepers and tradesmen. The
sums involved tended, individually, to be relatively small, but
compositely, bookdebts often represented a substantial part o f the
estate of an individual in these lower middle class groups - and as
they were frequently long standing and 'written down', they clearly
acted as a drain on wealth.120 The credit relationships between
sho pkee pers or tradesmen and their working class customers could be
very delicate. In one respect such relationships might be seen as
forms of 'authority and control' over customers, to ensure they did
not go elsewhere. They could denote a simple business accommodation
at times of economic stringency, or in times of real hardship a means
of charity giving. For what ever reason credit was extended, it could
oftén be very costly in unpaid debts. A typical case was that of
William Gardener, a spirit dealer of 70 Govan Street who died in 1361
leaving an estate valued at £348, mainly in 1life insurance, stocks in
trade and bank deposits - and also including numerous small long
standing book debts, written down to £1, due mainly from workers in
the nearby Govan iron wor ks.'2!  Butnot all bookdebts were due from
working class customers. Many retailers of fashion goods, for
instance, were expected to extend credit to their wealthier clients.
The advantage taken of this system by impecunious upper class rogues

was one of the common themes of nineteenth century comic literature.

120 ¢. Crossick 'The petite bourgeoisie in nineteenth-century Britain:
the urban and liberal case' in G. Crossick & H.G. Haupt (eds)
Shopkeepers and master artisans in nineteenth century Europe (1984)

2.37.

121 spo sc 36/48/46
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In general, comparing wealth between occupations, it can be stated
that high status groups, despite the business sector in which they
were angaged, often had estates ofa similar character. By far the
largest element of wealth was committed to business. Heritable bonds
and public company shares wére also notable in 1861, and personal
loans in the earlier part of the century. Merchants and factory
owners commanded the highest levels of rersonal wealth, but usually
this depended on a continuing active involvement in their business
areas. Senior professionals, on the other hand, were capable of more
varied experience, and often sustained considerable fortunes through
semi-retirement. Though professionals generally wers not as rich as
men in commerce or industry, certain individuals, marticularly those
providing legal and financial services, and also surgeons, could be
very wealthy. Often professional wealth was in book debts, business
commitments and loans. Rents, especially from urban property were
important and there were also high levels of public company share

investment.

Sho pkeepers and tradesmen tended to have similar wealth profiles and
again business commitments and booi debts were the largest single
areas of total wealth holding. Bank deposits were relatively
important, as were rents, especially for the tradesman category,
though less so among shopkeepers, who had to expend greater sums on
the commercial properties from which their businesses were conducted.
There was only limited investment in public company shares, and where

3 t 1
investments did occur they were often small scale and in local 'safe

public utilities or banks. Overall wealth. as reflected in inventory

, i " . .
value, was, on average, one half to one third that of big business

groups. But as the period progressed, the scope for achieving higher

levels of personal wealth through shopkeeping or trades clearly
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increased.

Em ployee groups such as clerks or managers did not appear in large
numbers in the confirmation inventory source. In older age such
indivi_dualg would have passed into the ranks of the retired and
inde pe'ndAent, living on small pensions, or possibly into some other
occupational area such as shopkeeping. Where they were present
however, wealth was small and usually in the form of household effects
and bank deposits. The total wealth of individuals in the inde pendent
category, including women, was below that of the richest business
groups, but estates were still relativly substantial when com pared
with the middle clases as a whole. Household effects could often be of
comparatively high value, and bank deposits were an important element.
Independent men were frequently large investors in railway and public
company shares. But most wealth holding among the independent and
retired represented conservative and 'safe' forms of passive
investment. Significantly, over one third ofwomen ia the richest
categories had wealth in a form that was contrdled by male relatives -
investments in family companies, family loans, trusts administered' on

their behalf, or shares in the estates of deceased relatives.

Overall, though there were scme changes in the character of
inventories in the period 18C0 to 1861 {the rise of railway shares and
insurance investments, more bank desposits and fewer personal loans,
and increased wealth among low status occupations, women and farmers)
the nature of wealth, especially from 1332 to 1361, shows a picture
0f remarkable stability, that can in certaia respects be projected

imi ge 1 L e of wealth
back to 1800. There was a similar average level and range of wealth

TR | - . £ - 1N m
at death, though with more ptential for extremes of great DHriune by

1861. Merchants dominated wealth holding taroughout the period, though

fally i vy industry, 2 - rapidly
certain manufacturers, especially in heavy industry, hzd 3 pidlj
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growing capacity for notable wealth. The broad develo pment o f the
Glasgow economy and growth of local industry brought great personal
fortunes to many engaged in manufacturing. It generated higher levels
ofwealth holding among sho pkee pers and tradesmen and enhanced the
prosperity of the rural hinterland. But, above all, it increased and
consolidated the wealth holding capacity of merchants and those
involved generally in commerce and finance.'22 Merchants in 1800 were
the only group to hold great riches and power. By 1861, great wealth
holding was more diverse in character. But merchants were still very
signficant, and the groupof merchants with the greatest fortunes,
notably those engaged in overseas trade, had many continuities with

the eightekenth century 'Tobacco Lords'.' 23

122 Dhig tends to confirm in a local context, and at a lower level of
wealth, patterns observed among the largest wealth holders in a
national context - see W.D. Rubinstein 'The Victorian middle classes:
wealth, occupation and geography' Economic History Review 2nd ser. 30
(1977 pp605-8.

123 Many great Glasgow Merchants of the nineteenth century had long
established family connections with trade, which included the late
eighteenth century tobacco trade. One of the most_notable was William
Connal, (died 1856) of William Connal & Co., foreign pro?’{uce brokers
and tea and sugar merchants. He had merchant ancestorsAm Glasgow as
far back as 1722, including a number of major Virginia merchants.
From the 1860's the firm of William Connal & Co. became more 'involved
in shipping and also moved into iron broking. See J.O: Mltchell,‘
J.0. Two old Glasgow firms - William Connal & Co and the Crums of

Thornliebank (Glasgow 1894)
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d. Incomes

The preceeding analysis has considered the wealth of the Glasgow
middle classes as manifest in fixed property and in movable mwoperty
recorded at death. A particular pattern of wealth development has
been identified; a tattern that shows much continuity of experience at
the upper levels of wealth holding, and the most sig‘ni ficant changerin
the growing wealth capacities of those groups traditionally defined as
the lower middle class. But how.does this relate to middle class

? Income

income, and the experience of wealth on a day-by-day basis
has been defined as 'payments to individuals for participation in
production' - participation that can eithef be active and direct as in
the case of employees or businessmen, or passive and indirect as seen
among rentiers and investors.' 24 It is difficult to assess the
specific nature and development of middle class incomes in the
nineteenth century. There are few available returns of individual
incomes for income tax pur poses, and abstracts rarely consider the
local picture in detail. None-the~less, Scotland and Glasgow are
better served by available income tax information than much of Britain
in the nineteenth century.1 25 There fore, this analysis of the nature of

Glasgow middle class incomes begins with an assessment cf these

sources.

Income taxes are particularly important in an examination of middle

and upper class incomes for, as the most notable nineteenth century

124 P.K. O'Brien 'British incomes and property in the early nineteenth
century Economic History Review 12 (1959) p255

125 Tndividual Income Tax returns of the early nineteenth century still
exist for Glasgow and certain other areas of Scotland and are held in
the Scottish Record O ffice - SRO E326/14/%1. See Appendix 1 for an
outline of the nature of this source.



commentator on the subject pointed out - 'few workmen, however high
their wages, ever allow themselves to be caught [for income tax]. An
Assessor told me that he had often in his district working ﬁ1en who he
knew must be in receipt of more than £100, but whom he never could
succeed’ in asse-ssing."-% In considering nineteenth century taxable.
income, therefore, one is dealing mincipally with the incomes of
the upper and middle classes. This is not to say, however, that all
middle class incomes were liable for tax. In 1867, when Baxter was
writing, income tax commenced on incomes of over £100 a year. But in
that year, for England and Wales, it was estimated that nearly half
of all middle and upper class incomes were below the income tax level.
While in Scotland, a generally worer country which had one seventh of
the population of England but paid only one tenth of total British
income tax, 57% of middle and upper class incomes were thought to be

below £1 OO.1 27

In the year 1865, tax was charged in Scotland on total incomes of
£30816000, about 20% of which was income earned in Glasgow.1 28 In the

Census of 1861, the pmlation of Glasgow (city and suburbs) was shown

126 p . Baxter National Income: the United Kingdom (1868) p2i

127 ibid p36,53%,56 - the estimate of percentage of middle class incomes
below the tax threshold is based on figures for the known size of the
middle class by occurational definition, compared with the estimated
number of individuals who were subject to income tax. This
proceedure, and Baxters estimates in general, have been subject to
criticism - see notably P.H. Lindert & J.G. Williamson 'Reinter reting
Britains's social tables, 1688-1913' Explorations in Economic History
20 (198%) 94-109. But in the absence of alternatives Baxtrgr ig a g-ood
starting- ppint, as demonstrated by his wide use in historical studies.

128 R.D. Baxter . National Income p53 gives the total taxable income
of Scotland for 1865. The Glasgow percentage is based on the taxable
income o f 1860, adjusted upwards to account for the rise in incomes
noted by Baxter in the five years to 1865 - see PP 1860 XXXIX pt 2

Property and Income Tax p396

146



to be 14% of the pomlation of Scotland. From broad based aggregate
figures there was an above average concentration of middle class
income in the city - which conforms with general conclusions on
wealth holding shown in the confirmation inventories. There are no
equivalent a;ggregate figures for the early nineteenth century. But in
the first full year in which income tax was imosed, 1801, there were
20837 individual assessments made in Scotland, ofwhich only 748 or
3.6% were of Glasgow residents. Total income ftax mmid in Scotland was
£367949 and in Glasgow it was £5762, about 1.6% of the total tax
burden of the country. In 1801 Glasgow accommodated-just under 5% of
the pomlation of Scotland - income tax assessments and the amount of
income tax paid were, therefore, considerably below the average for

the country at large.1 29

In the tax year to Apil 1860, the city of Glasgow, with Gorbals and
Barony marishes, rmmid income tax under Schedule A on £2349%92 gross
annual value of worperty - 43.6% of the total income tax burden of the
vcity. Tax under Schedule B was on £21307 - 0.4% of the total tax
burden. While tax under Schedule D was pid on £3018960 - amounting
to 56.0% of the total income tax burden.!'30 1n Scotland as a whole,

Schedule A accounted for 50.7% of the tax burden, Schedule B, 12.5%

129 ppe figures for Scotland as a whole are given in PP 1801/2 IV 149
Account respecting the Income Duty in Great Britain for the year
ending 5 April 1802. The Glasgow figures are extracted from the
manuscri pt Income Tax returns in the Scottish Record 0 ffice, SRO

E326/14/2.

130 PP 1860 XXXIX pt.2 Property and Income Tax n396. Schedule A was
income from land ownership houses, railways, mines and other mblic
companies. Schedule B was income from land occurancy. Schednle D was
income from wages, trades or professions and foreign vproperty.
Schedule €, income from government securities and Schedule E, tpe
income of public employees were not signficicant in scale at this

date.
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ot the tax burden and Schedule D, 36.8% o f the tax burden (excluding
Schedule E where the sums involved were very smatll).,131 The percentage
of income tax paid on wages and profits in Glasgow was, there fore,
much higher than that generally seen in Scotland and also higher than
that of Britain as a whole, where the equivalent figure was 42.7%.
This is a pattern one would expect in an urban, commercial and
industrial centre. None-the-less, the level of income among the
Glasgow middle class tk_zat was not attributable to pofits and wages
was high. The implications and nature of incomes from passive

investment are discussed below.

It can be calculated, from the above figures, that aggregate income
tax in Glasgow was paid, in the year to April 1860, on total incomes
of £5%389722. If this sum is divided between the estimated 22000
families who formed the Glasgow middle class of the early 1860's, the
result is an average middle class family income of £245 per year.
Assuming that 50% of broadly defined middle class families fell below
" the income tax threshold and had an average annual family income of
£60, to be added to the gross sum liable for tax, the average middle
class family income in Glasgow was £275.132 Following on from the
assum ption that 50% of middle class families did not my income tax,

then the average income of those families that did pay tax can be

131 R.p. Baxter National Income p22

132 1npis estimate is based on the mpremise that Glasgow was richer than
Scotland in general, and therefore a higher percentage of the middle
classes had incomes over £100 - at a level more equivalent to that
seen in Bngland, which Baxter estimated at about 50%.
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egtimated in 1860 at about &2490.1 33

Again using Baxter's estimates, (at this stage usedin the absence o f
alternatives) it can be in fe:red that in a wealthy industrial and
commercial city, about 0.2% ofmiddle and upper class families in
the 1860's had family incomes o.f over £5000 and 2.3% had incomes in
the rénge £1000 to £5000. 7.5¢ had incomes in the range £300 to
£1000 and 40.0% had incomes o f between £100 and £300. The final 50%
had incomes below £100. If this broad equation is applied to Glasgow,
based on the level of taxed income in 1860, the average income

distribution shown in Table 2.29 is produced.

Table 2.29 Estimated Glasgow middle class income distribution for
1860.

No. of families Income per year
50 (0.2%) Over £5000 (average £21144)
500 (2.3%) £1000 to £5000 (average £3000)
1650 (7.5%) £300 to £1000 (average £650)
8800 (40.0%) £100 to £300 (average £200)
11000 (50.0%) Under £100 (average £60)

- o s ot it e

Projecting these average aggregate figures to incorprate some of the
other concrete indexes of wealth that have been explored already 1is a
difficult poceedure. But, it is suggested that the 50% of the middle
class with a family income below £100 in 1860 broadly corresponds

with the 49% of middle class households that did not have servants in

133 These average figures conform well with contem prary estimates of
middle class income and notions of what level of income was required
to maintain a middle class 'life-style'. The implications of such
income levels for middle class consumption are discussed below. Also
see Branca, P. Silent Sisterhood, middle class women in the Victorian

home (1975) p45,55-
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1861, or the 42% who lived in tenement flats of three or fewer rooms,
with an average value of about £15 to £16 annual rental. At time of
death, such individuals, excluding de pendent women, would have had
wealth holdings in the range £0 to £300. This group, dominated by
sho pkee pers, tradesmen,'middl‘e class employees. such as cj.er ks and
managers and most of those in the transport sécfor can be broadly

-

de fined as the lower middle class.

The 40% of the middle class with an income in the range £100 to £300
was broadly equivalent to the 34% of middle class households with one
servant, or the 44% who lived in houses of four to seven rooms, with
an annual rental of £20 to £50. At time of death, wealth holding would
have been in the in the order of £300 to £1000 (a range which included
the median average wealth holding for early 1860's confirmations of
£335). As the average Glasgow middle class family of 1861 lived in a
five roomed house, valued at £26 annual rental, with one domestic
servant, the 40% represent a core group, that included those whose
incomes fell close to the estimated (Baxter based) average income, for

all middle class families, of £275.

Incomes in the £300 to £1000 range, about 7.5% of middle class
families, correspnd broadly with the 10% of households that had two
servants, or the 9% o f households living in houses of seven %o nine
rooms, or the 6% of households in houses valued at £50-£80 a year.
Wealth at death would have been in the range £1000 to £2500. This
group, when added to those in the range £100 to £300 family income,
can be described as the solid or central middle class. It was a
diverse group in occupational terms, incorporating the wealthier
sho pkee pers and tradesmen, most pro fessionals and those who were
retired or lived on inde pendent means. It also included the majority

of merchants and manufacturers.
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The small number of families with incomes over £1000 was the Glagow
equivalent of an upper middle class, dominated by top professionals
from law and medicine, major merchants and manu facturers and a few
wealthy inde pendents. This group broadly correspnds with the 9% of
the Record Linked Sample in houses of ten or more rooms, or the 6%
living in houses valued at above £80 rental or the the 5% “living in
households in which there were three or more servants. Average wealth

at death would have been in excess of £2500.

Clearly, these figures show much overlap vparticularly in the
distinctions between those at the upper end of the income ranges.
This is due to differential family circumstances and life cycle
requirements, the small numbers involved and the com plex nature of the
wealth indexes em ployed. Such problems have obviously been experienced
in attem pts by analysts elsewhere to relate income tax payment to
other indexes of weal’ch.134 Broadly, however, the nature of income
related to other indexes of wealth, as seen in Glasgow in the early
1860's, can be summarized as follows in Table 2.30.

Table 2.30 Glasgow middle class income ranges related to other indexes
of wealth - broad based estimates for 1860.

Families Income Servants House size House value Wealth at
% (rooms) (per annum) death
2.5% Over £1000 3-4+  10-12+ £80-£100+ £2500+
7.5% £300 - £1000 2 7-9 £50-£80 £1000-£2500

40.0% £100-£300 1 4-6 £20-£50 £300-£10600

50.0% Below £100 0 1-3 £10-£20 £0-£300

134 See R.D. Baxter National Income; P. Branca Silent Sisterhood
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The changing character of middle class incomes can be shown through
comparison of the above results with income tax in formation of the
early nineteenth century. A sample analysis was made of the Glasgow
tax returns for the year 1800, from which individual and named taxable
incomes can be identified (see description of source in A ppendix 1%135
In 1800, 39% o f middle class incomes subject to tax were below £1OO.136
44% were in the £100 to £300 range and 14% were in the range £300 to
£1000. The latter mostly clustered about an average of £500 income.
Average income for the sample as a whole was £191 - for those with
incomes in excess of £100 the average was £23%36. There were no incomes
returned in Glasgow of over £1000, and only 4% of total family incomes
in the population as a whole were declared for tax purposes. The
wealthiest individuals were those in the inde pendent category,
merchants and major professionals, mmrticularly University mro fessors
and writers. Large incomes were also recorded for a number of army
officers temporarily garrisoned in Glasgow. A brief survey of the
nearby town and district of Hamilton showed the the largest income
earner there - and pobably also for the whole of Lanarkshire - was
the Duke of Hamilton, who pid income tax of £242, denoting an income
in excess of £2000 a year. Those in the lower income ranges were
mainly merchants, sho pkeepers, hotel keepers and a few from the

tradesman category.

There was much evasion, especially among businessmen suffering

volatile profits at a time o f commercial uncertainty, in the early

135 SRO E326/14/2 Income tax returns 1800-1801

136  The tax threshold in 1800 was £60 - it is tobable that there were
members o7 the occupationally defined middle class who did not have
incomes over the £60 level in 1800 and there fore do not appear in the
returns.
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years of the Napoleonic income tax. But despite this, a broad trend
in income movements from 1800 to 1860 can be interpreted from the
mwece,ding analysis. Clearly the most significant feature was a major
increase in the percentage of the population who fell within the
middle class and had middle class levels ovf income, subject to tax.
This can be shown through comaring the Glasgow figures with those of
the country as a whole. 1In 1800 Glasgow was under-represented,
relative to her pomlation size, in Scottish income tax mayment - by
1860 she was over represented. Within the Glasgow middle class,
there was a central element - consisting of 40% of total families in
1860 and 44% in 1800 - who retained a relatively stable income in the
range £100 to £300 (though as discussed below in the assessment of
consum ption patterns, such an income in 1800 had very different
implications to an income in this range in 1860.) There were two
main areas of change, as has been indicated also in the confirmation
inventories. The first was the growth of lower middle class incomes,
those below £100, which increased from 39% of taxed incomes in 1800 to
an estimated 50%¢ by 1860. There was also an increased ptential, as
the century progressed, for much higher levels of middle class
income, seen in the growing percentage of families with incomes in
excess of £1000. The rich were clearly getting richer, and the

inequalities of income distribution within the middle class was

tending to gro wot 37

Develoments in broad aggregate income figures say nothing, however,

137 This conforms with evidence discussed in H. Perkin The origins of
modern English society (1969) p417
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about the evolving character of middle class incomes, of which
clearly there were many different types. Differences were manifest
both within and between income ranges. They were dicated by the
occupation pgrs/{?ed, the level of wealth that had been accumulated, the
stage that the family occupied in the middle class 1life-cycle, and
the sex é.ncl bac kground o f the individual concerned. An examination
of confirmation inventory wealth, wealth in the form of fixed prorperty
and subjective sources such as diaries, account books and newstapers
allow a number o f conclusions to be drawn on the detailed nature of
middle class incomes relative to the wider trends in income growth as
indicated in tax statistics. They show that middle class income could
be drawn from a variety of sources, that might change as the
individual grew older. 1Income could and o ften was generated through
passive and mainly safe investments. But for the majority of the
middle classes, for most of their 1life-time, the primary source of

income was through active prticiption in business or em ployment.

In Glasgow in the nineteenth century, three types of middle class
family income can be identified: income solely from wages or from the
o fits of business, income solely from massive investment, and income
that was a combination o f wages or profits and investments. It is
not possible to say with certainty what percentage of the Glasgow
middle class received income of each of the three identifiable tyrpes.
But, as indicated above, 56% of total Glasgow income that was subject
to tax in 1860 was derived from wages or profits. It is likely that
if the incomes of those earning below the tax threshold were included,

that the percentage from wages and pofits would be higher, probably
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about 60% of middle class total income.138 The remaining 40-44% o f
Glasgow income was generated by investments, mainly in morperty and
such areas as public com pany shares. It can be assumed there fore,
that most middle class income was the result of direct economic

partici mtion.

The 1861 Record Linked Sample, a sample of individuals mainly in their
middle years, shows that just over 8% of families were in the
occupationally de fined inde pendent category, in receipt of passive
investment based incomes (though some of these incomes may have been
generated from tassive receipts of business mofits). The remaining
92% received all or part of their incomes from specified occumtions
in the form of pofits and wages. The Confirmation Inventory Samrple,
a sample of the middle class in old age has an inde pendent category
of 21%. Thus, about 21% of the older middle class, based on
occupational de finitions, received their incomes from investments
alone and 79% had some element of their incomes in the form of profits
or wages. The latter figure is mwobably, however, an over estimate,
for when one examines the details of confirmation wealth in the form
of active business commitments or wages due, rather than just
occupational definitioas, about 55% of men in the main 1861
Confirmation Inventory Sample, and 70% o f those leaving over £2000,
were in receipt of income from wages or profits. Despite these
quali fications, it is clear that even in old age the majority of
middle class men were economically active, and only a minority were

totally retired. An examination of the young adult males who formed

138 Baxter estimated that for the popalation of the United Kingdom as a
whole in 1867, one third of total income was derived from Capital and
two thirds from Profits and Earnings - National Income pbé6

155



rart o f the Record Linked Sample o £f1861, indicated that almost all

received the bulk of their incomes from wages and business wo fits.

It appears likely that over a life-time a single individual would
ex perience different sources or types of income. In early adulthood,
incame would be in the form mainly of wages or wofits, with perhaps
an additional small allowance from marents for the very young or for
those in occupations that required long periods of training such as
certain of the professions. Such a case is shown through the diary of
a young Kirkcaldy man in his late teens, (name unknown) who was
employed in 1872 as a clerk and trainee traveller in the Glasgow
wholesale clothes warehouse o f Hardie, Thomson & Company. He received
a salary of £40-£50 a year, supplemented by an allowance from his
father of£20.139 John Smeaton, who also kept a diary in 1872, was a
young, single, master wright and builder em ployed as an overseer in
the large building com pany of R. Whyte of McFarlane Street. Later in
life he was to be an employer and businessman in his own right, but in
his early career his sole source of income was his wage of £75 per

year.1 40

Robert Craigie, who died in 1862, was a thirty-six year old commission
merchant and drapery agent. He lived with his wife and three young
children. His domestic circumstances conform very closely to the
average for the Giasgow middle classes in the early 1860's. His family
lived in a five roomed flat, valued at £26 annual rental and there was

one domestic servant. He had no property holdings apart from his

139 yitchell Library Glasgow - MS 891079 'Diary of a Kirkealdy man
employed in Hardie, Thomson & Co. 1872

140 City Archives, Glasgow - M3 TD 109/1 'Diary of John Smeaton January
to March 1872’
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nouse and his conTfirmation inventory recorded his wealth at death as
£406. This consisted of household effects, cash in his counting
house and value of counting house furniture, book debts and a modest
life insurance policy. He had no income generating investments and
there fore  must have derived his sole income from business profits,
probably, given the nature of his domestic circumstances, in the range

£100 to £300 a year. 4!

In middle age most urban middle class income would still be in the
form of wages or pofits, but there might be added income from mssive
investments such as mwoperty, share holdings or Dbank deposits. The
decision to diversify wealth into paSsive, income generating
investments, and the type of investments that were made, would be
determined largely by the nature of the occupation area of the
individual concerned. Occumtions that had a stable income structure
over a life time, such as certain employee groups or the high status
pro fessions of writer, accountant, minister or surgeon, had less
imperative to seek alternative sources of income than occupation areas
where the income structure could be very volatile. Many employees
were of course relatively porly pmid, earning below £100 a year, and
there fore would not have been able to generate the wealth to secure
large investments. But as these areas of work tended not to be
physically or méntally stressful (compared with some of the more

erratic areas of manufacturing) individuals would o ften remain in

141 spo sc 36/48/49 Confirmation Inventories - Glasgow August 1862 -
June 1863
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employment into old age.142 The same is true of many of the
o fessions, which would generate a stable income, full or mmrt-time,
into o0ld age. By illustration, individuals who had been writers
during their active career, ifno longer engaged in legal practise
o ften received incomes in old age as legal o fficers, sheriffs or
procurators - part-time, pre"stigAe psitions associated with the

administration of the local courts.

The profit based incomes of manufacturing in particular, but also of
certain areas of commerce, could be notably erratic, and would
consequently encourage individuals to seek safer and more stable
income sources as they grew older and accumulated wealth." 43 This is
seen in the case of James Jamieson, a wealthy, middle aged foreign
merchant with grown children, living in Park Gardens Glasgow, who died
in 1861 leaving a large fortune of £167000. Most of his wealth was in
the form of business commitments and stock in the firm of James
Jamieson & Co, of which he was an active partner. From this firm he
received annual profits in excess of £8000 - how much was retained as
income and how much returned tc the firm is uncertain. An active
involvement in business was his main source of income, but he also

owned railway and insurance company shares and Canadian debentures

142 The confirmation inventories of clerks, managers and ministers
nearly all include some element of wages or stipends due to the
deceased.

143 Manu facturing was not only an area of erratic profits; certain
enter rises saw considerable losses to the businessman concerned. A
good example is that of James McNee, a Glasgow commission merchant and
failed textile manufacturer who died in 1862 leaving a fortune of
£3444, mainly in business commitments. His inventory included 'Rights
in letters patent dated January 1852 for "Improvements in the
manufacture or production of ornmamental fabrics” upon which no value
can be put in respect the patent, for instead ofyielding any profit
it has been and is a heavy loss.' SRO SC 36/48/48
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*;rith a total value of about £5000 - only a fraction of his total
estate - and some local property, rented to a relative, with an
annual value o‘f about £1OO.1 44 pnother case is trovided by John Wilson,
a carpet manufacturer and merchant who died in 1832 leaving a fortune
of £6205. The main part of his wealth, and principal source of
iﬁcome; | was his carpet factory aﬁd sA’(A:oéks in btrade, from which he was
due, at time of death, a hal f~yearly profit of £453. But he also
owned modest share holdings in the Glasgow Gas Light Com pany and

Paisley Coffee Room and some unspecified shares in England.1 45

In old age there would be a tendency for all or much of the income of
certain individuals to be from passive investments. This pattern
would particularly apply to the wealthier levels of the middle class,
those with incomes in excess of £300 who were in a financial position
to make decisions about investment, and plan for retiremen.t.1 46 it
should be stressed, however, that the number .of families with wealth
levels that allowed such investment planning was relatively smaill.
Indeed, sensible planning for the future - to wovide for old age, or
for widows and children - was o ften not a strong feature among many of
the Glasgow middle classes., The number of individuals of quite
substantial wealth, who, from their confirmation inventories, were
shown to have died intestate and without simple 1life insurance to
provide for widows, was surprisingly high. For the majority of the

middle classes and especially those in low income brackets, the

144 spo sc 36/48/47

145 sro sC 26/48/24

146 This pattern over the life-time ofa wealthy Leeds clothier is
described in detail in R.J. Morris 'The middle class and the prorperty
cycle during the industrial revolution'.

159



opportunities for accumulating sufficient investments to support
complete retirement in old age were few. (0ld age might not see
retirement as such, but merely movement into some other occupation
area that was less demanding, such as sho pkeeping, supported by a
modest level o f investment income from a source such as local urban
o eriy. Thishpattern is shown parficularly well in the confirmation
inventories of 1861, where the highest level of active participation
in business in old age was among sho pkee pers. 0ld age among lower
income middle class groups may also, of course, be accompanied by

relative poverty and de rendence on children or other relatives.' 47

For certain of the elderly, though no longer directly active in
business, some element of income may have been generated by former
business interests. This is shown in the case of David Forbes, a
retired tailor of 148 Trongate who died in 1833 leaving a fortune of
£639. His wealth included £100 in old book debts and almost all the
remaining sum was in the form of bankdeposits, from which he would
nave received a small investment income of about £15-£25 per year. He
also received £25 annually from his former tailoring business, which

he had sold but still retained 5% of wofits on old c».).s‘\:am(-zrs.1 48

Passive investments in family firms were a common source of inceme for
women, both the elderly, single and widows. Indeed family sources of
income were imprtant for all elements of the non-economically active

middle class, but particularly women whose access to other forms of

14T 50 strengthening the signficance of family unity and family tvies
among the lower middle classes.

148 spo SC%6/48/24 - most bank deposits yielded an annual interest of 3-
5%. If£25 represents 5% of profits of a tailoring firm, then the
total trofits of the firm would have been at least £500 (not including

new customers).

160



negotiated, impersonal investment tended to be circumscribed. This was
especially so in the early part of the century, before the
development of extensive deposit banking, which was a socially
accessible and easy to organize area of women's wealth holding. The
confirmation inventories. of most women of inde pendent wealth, notably
those>of large fortune, tended to include some element of family
controlled income such as formal annuities and jointures, or informal
allowances from adult children. Mrs Cecilia Stevenson, widow of a
Glasgow builder, died in 1860 and left a fortune of £3254. This
consisted of £2000 in heritable bonds, bank deposits of about £900 and
a small shareholding in a gas company. These investments woculd have
generated an income in the range £90-£150 a year, but she also
received an annual income from a family trust of £116.'49 Mrs Catherine
Gilbert, the widow of an army officer who lived in Partick died in
1861 leaving £2290. This was mainly in the form of bank de posits,
which would have yielded an annual income in the range £70-£110, but
she also received an annuity from two married daughters worth £36 a

year, as well as an army pension of £’50.1 50

Family controlled income was safe and reliable - the same was largely
true of that other major area of passive income genaration, urban
o perty. Prorperty investments were usually local and there fore easy
to control, for both men and women, either through a factor or in
erson. Personal control of income yielding poperty was most common
among those in the lowest income categories, where the property

nolding was small and usually on one site. A pattern of property

149 sro sc 36/48/46

150 gspo sc36/48/47
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holding commonly seen in Glasgow from the 1820Q's onwards was for an
elderly individual to own a complete tenement block of four to six
flats, with a shop on the ground floor. The individual would live in
one of the flats, sometimes also run a sho pkee mng business from the
-ground . floor shop and rent the other flats; from which he would gain a .
yearly; income in the range of £50 to £100, de pending on the nature and

size of the property.151

To secure a reliable and safe form of passive income was trobably the
main aim of the majority of middle class investors in the nineteenth
century. Most investments gave relatively modest returns - 3-5% were
most commonly observed across the range of confirmation inventories -
which reflected the generally unspectacular nature of most chosen
investment destinations. The volatile nature of business mofits and
vulnerable economic position of middle class women and children, made
middle class men, when preparing for their own o0ld age or. the future
of their widows, extiremely cauticus. I f income could be circumscribed
by family controls or placed in a form that was local and safe such as
o perty or heritable bonds secured on property, this investment mth
would usually be taken, especially by those who were only modestly

wealthy.

Even the very rich were cautious in their investment decisions. These

groups were more likely than the middle class as a whole to have

151 The big disadvantage of worperty was that it had to be maintained
and managed, which could be costly. Lower middle class, petty
troperty investors could not afford exrpensive re rirs or improvements
and were reknown as the worst sort of landlord among their largely
working class tenants. See G. Crossick 'The petite bourgeoisie.in
nineteenth-century Britian: the urban and liberal cagse' in G. Crossick
& G.H. Haupt Shopkeepers and master artisans in nineteenth century

Euro pe (1984) p.83
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investments in public company shares, particularly by the mid-
nineteenth century following the establishment of the Stock Exchange
in GlangW.152 But the types of share investment tended %o be
relatively safe and stable, and again of a localized nature, with very
little investment outside of Scotland. Thus popmlar share investment
destiﬁations were local railway companies, particularly by the
1860's following the end of speculation, bank and insurance companies

and established mblic utilities.

S peculative investment for large and quick profits, as opposed %o
regular income, was relatively rare and tended to be confined to the
inherently reckless or, more usually, those in early adulthood or
middle age who could also command a fairly stable family income from
wages or business profits. This is seen in the case of Gecrge Muir
(born 1817) a young Glasgow businessman who in the 1840's made an
income o f about £200 a year as a partner in a commission agency. In
1844, at a period of major railway speculation, an acquaintance
offered him forty shares at £25 each in a pojected railway line from
She ffield to Lirncoln. He was required to povide a depsit of 258 per
share - an cutlay of £100 - on the understanding that he would be able
to resell immediately. Muir was unable to raise this sum himself (he
had been married earlier in the year and had little available
capital), but in vpartnershipwith a friend, James Wright, finisher,
calenderer and packer, he was able to purchase the shares on deposit.
These were resold at a wemium of 15s per share - a wofit of £50 less

discount for the two friends. In the next two years they made profits

152 The Stock Exchange, dealing mainly in local mblic company shares,
was established in 1844. See Records of the Stock Exchangse

Association 1844-1898 (Glasgow 1898)
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on share dealings of over £1200 - far more than the income being made
by either through their regular businesses. As with many middle
class men, the career of George Muir was highly varied. While a young
man he had been a manufacturer's clerk, and at the time of the above
speculations was a-commission agent. . In middle age he was a local
goverﬁment inspector of smoke nuisances and in the 1860's he matented
a smoke reducing chimney flue, which he then successfully manufactured
in Manchester. In later 1life he returned to Glasgow in semi-
retirement and was active in e fforts to im prove the river and city
sewerage system. Significantly, all of Muirb investment sreculations

took place while he was young.1 53

That investment in shares for the generation of income was expected to
be safe and stable caﬁ be seen in the shockand turmoil that occured
in Glasgow following the collapse of two major banking houses - the
Western Bank which failed in 1859 and the City of Glasgow Bank which
failed in the late 1870's. The failure of the Western Bank was met
with horror in the city, particularly when it was revealed that 131
middle class investors, many of them elderly women, had been reduced
to absolute penury. In respnse to this calamity, a subscription was
launched which eventually raised £12373 to aid those who had been most
badly hi'c.1 54 A similar resnse was seen following the City of Glasgow
bank colla pse. ’fhere were 1249 nolding partners in the enter prise,
about 20% of whom were women. The majority lived in Glasgow and

adjacent areas. The average share holding of men in the bank was

153 Mitchell Library, Glasgow. - MS 'Autobiography of an unsuccess ful
man by George W. Muir' 1876 p19-27.

154 s1asgow Herald July 5 1860
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£1016 and that of women was £561 - all of which was lost amidst great
public outrage and considerable resentment against the lawyers
involved in the protracted court cases that followed, who were the

only ones seen to benefit from the disaster.1 25

In concluding this analysis of middle class incomes it is necessary to
stresé that despite the role of investment profits, be they passive
and safe or speculative, the majority of middle class families
(including those who fell outside the income tax threshold) had little
or no income from this sources. This was indicated by Baxter for
Britain as a whole, and the trend is even more notable when observed
in the urban commercial context as represented by Glasgow. Derived
from Baxter's estimates of income distribution, but going far beyond
this base by re fer:ing income levels to other indexes of wealth -
servants, house size, house value and wealth at death - it has been
possible to define a hierarchy of income for Glasgow in 1860, and %o
relate this to the evolution of local income levels from the carly
part o f the century. A number of distinct trends can be observed,
with an increase in ¢lasgow's share of Scottish income, greater levels
of income being earned by an expanding lower middle class, and a vast
growth in the income levels of the very rich. But despite changes in
the scale and distribution of middle class incomes one feature
remained constant; that most incomes were derived from an active day-
by-day mrticipation in the economy. Economic particiption was either
in the form of business ownership the principl area of middle class
income, or employment. Income sources might change over a life-time,

and de pending on the stage in family 1life-cycle, the numnber of

155 City of Glasgow Bank - official list of shareholders, their holdings
and amount of their calls . (Edinburgh 1878)




individuals within the family who contributed to the total income
might vary. But despite the cyclical character of individual
experience, at all stages of life throughout the nineteenth century,
the majority of the urban middle classes were supprted through their
own abilities to make a profit, or sell a skill within the market
plaév-e.‘ The vtypes.o fli fe;sfyle, vand ie#els b'fm.aterial covnsum ption
that middle class incomes allowed, are explored iﬁi?gllowing analysis,
which concludes the examination of the ghysical'profile of the Glasgow

middle class.
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2 .5Consum ption

In modern, particularly American, social analysis, 1i festyle and
patterns of consumption have been employed as central indexes of
status and class. Lifestyle has been defined as 'any distinctive and
therefore r,ec:og,niza_.‘ble. mode of living'... a series of expressive
behaviours, the most significant of which is consumption, 'that are
directly observable or deducible from observation'.'>® Concern with the
overt manifestations of lifestyle and the implications for class can
be seen in the work of Marx. He spke dismissively of the 'commodity
fetishism' and trappings of 'bourgeois decadence' displayed by the
richer classes of the mid-nineteenth century, and he saw consum ption
patterns as directly related to the individual’s objective market
pogition within the economy. Weber was also interested in 1lifestyle,
which he associated with the determination of'status grou ps'.1 5T 1n
the Weberian analysis, classes are stratified by relations with the
productive process, the economic de finiticn, but status group
stratification is based on the consumption of material goods and
specific styles of life - though, of course, both are determined to a
large extent by economic position and objective wealth. A more
recent social theorist, Veblen, has also given considerable attention

to the nature of lifestyle and consypicuous consumption, marsicularly

156 M.E. Sobel ILifestyle and social structure: concepts, definitions,
analyses (1981) p.3. See also R. Bendiz & S.M. Lipset (eds) Class,
status and party: a reader in social stratification (Glencoe Tllinois

1953)

157 M.E. Sobel Lifestyle and social structure p8. See also M. Weber
'‘Class, status and perty in R. Bendix & S.M. Lipset (eds) Class
status and @wrty 63-75
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in the form of leisure, as indexes of social status and presstige.1 58 1%
is apmomiate, therefore, in concluding this analysis of the thysical
pro file of the Glasgow middle class, and by way of a pre face to the
subsequent examination of organizations and the psychological o file,
to consider the tangible and demonstrable aspects of middle class

lifestyle as manifest in evolving mmtterns of material consum ption.

In large, anonymous nineteenth century cities, where personal contacts
were circumscribed and detailed knowledge of 'others' was limited, the
outward, material manifestations of lifestyle -~ clothing, housing,
the objects in a house, or entertaining - would be significant symbols
of status and class. The middle class, a sometimes precarious and
volatile group usually without the older status indicators of land or
family connections, was particularly concerned with the nature of
consum ption and lifestyle. It was an asyring class, and individuals
frequently sought to publicly demonstrate to others their wealth,
substance and worth. The nineteenth century po pular novel, perha ps
the most sensitive indicator of middle class preoccupations,
demonstrates re peatedly an intense interest in the thysical display of

material symbols of status.! 29

Concern with 1lifestyle and consumption was not only dictated by the

inherent psychological character of the middle class. It was due also

158 7. yeblen 'The theory of the leisure class' in Bendix & Lipset
Class, status and marty 35-45 - '"leisure” as here used does not
connote indolence or quiescence. what it connotes is non- productive
consum ption of time'. Veblen has been influential in a number of
historical studies of middle class leisure patterns in the nineteenth
century - see H. Meller Leisure and the changing ciiy 1870 to 1914
(1976); B.G.Smith TLadies of the leisure class: the bourgeoisie of
northern France in the nineteenth century (Princeton New Jersey, 198ﬂ'

159 mrs El ton, in Jane Austin's Emma ( first published 1816) isone of
the finest comic manifestations of this middle class trait.
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to the nature of life and economy generally in the big cities. Tt was
an age ofdeveloping commercialism and advertising, there were new
mroductive trocesses and new mroducts available. There was ressure
to buy and consume or possess goods that symbolized status or
position. . Goods which had formerly been available only to the rich,
or if.to the rest of society only on special occasions, were now
cheap and could be purchased at any time through the burgeoning urban
retail outlets. Former luxuries became necessities. Women and
children as well as men were the objects of an increasingly
so phisticated advertising industry and were encouraged to consume and

160 New goods were marketed and possession

display their consumption.
was dictated increasingly by the needs of fashion. This trend,
evident generally in Britain from the late eighteenth century, had a
marticular impact on an increasingly wealthy urban middle class. It
was decried in the early nineteenth century by those who were more
traditionally minded -

'Observing the weight attached to what are termed fashionable
accom glishments, they [ the new rich] conceived the idea that to excell
in these was the only way to public estimation. They accordingly
plunged into the most unlimited extravagance, and made fashion their

model in everything - in their house and furniture, their dress, their
taste, their opinions.''®'

But despite the criticism of some, the advent of a 'Consumer Society'

was to have a remarkable and permanent impct on the nature of social

perce ptions, class and status.1 62

160 Advertising through the Glasgow local mress of goods for persomal or
family consum ption on average doubled in scale every fifteen years.
See analysis of newspaper advertising in Appendix 4.

161 1. Smith Northern sketches or characters of Glasgow (1809) p152-3

162 See N. McKendrick et al The birth of a consumer soclety: the
commercialization of eighteenth-century England (1982) esp pl-6
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The desire, mwopensity and ability to consume in an elaborate way was
one of the hallmarks of the nineteenth century urban middle class, and
the changing nature of lifestyle as represented by consum ption was
frequently remarked on by contem poraries in Glasgow. Nowhere was the
change more evident and spectacular than in the physical nature of
middlé class housing. For much of the eighteenth century, as
described by Cleland in the late 1830's - 'the habits and style of
living o f the citizens of Glasgow, were of a very modest and frugal
cast. The houses, in the early part of this century, were almost
without exce ption, covered with thatch, and those occupied by the
highest class of citizens, contained only one public room, a dining
room and even that was used only when they had commny: the family at
Other times usualy eatiné in a bed roorn'.1 63 Until the second half of
the eighteenth century most Glasgow housing was in the form of
tenements. In the year 1755, according to Cleland, the area fronm
Virginia Street to Anderston, about a mile in distance which was‘la’cer
to be developed as part of the new middle class West End, contained
only three separate houses asg opposed to flats. But the growthof
zreat commercial wealth in the city, associated with the colonial
trades, brought a change to this mpattern. From the later eighteenth
century numerous grand detached and terraced urban houses for the

wealthier classes were constructed.164

In 1800, following the develomment of initial wealth in Glasgow and

the onset of commercialism, the newspaper advertising of property

163 J. Cleland Statistical facts of Glasgow (¢lasgow 1837) B37

164 ipig p38. T.M. Devine The Tobacco Lords (Edinburgh 1975) pi1.;
The Qld Country Houses of the 0ld Glasgow Gentry (Glasgow 1870)
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gives an accurate impression of the tyrpe of housing inhabitated by the
middle classes, and the status implications of this form of overt
consum ption. The most prestigious properties were semi-rural detached
houses. The modern 'gentleman's residence' such as that at Jean field
near Glasgow which was advertised for sale in 1800 - 'a mansion house
wit'h.ga:vrden and ofﬁce s', halfan hour'é‘v‘aal’k from the Eichange. It
had a paved and gravel footpath, and it was claimed, 'few situations
can be more inviting to the Glasgow merchant or manufacturere who is
anxious to unite an assiduous attention to business with the pleasures
of a country ].ife'.1 65 A town-house with adjacent commercial mremises,
'suitable to a person in extensive business either in manufacture or
the foreign life', was such as that seen in Dunlop Street - consisting
of a dining and drawing room, nine bed rooms, servants rooms and

cellars, with a counting-house, cellars and vacant ground behind.! 66

A typical house of a high class shopkee per was that of James Fulton, a
haberdasher at the corner of Trongate and Hutcheson Sireet, the main
fagshionable sho pping thoroughfare of the time. The shop had four
'elegant' windows and two doors in front. There was a mahogany
counter Tifty-one feet long and a counting house behind. The dwelling
house in the flat above consisted of a kitcuhen, dining room and two
bedrooms. On the upper stories of the building were ftwo further
middle class flats of kitchen, dining and drawing rooms and three
bedrooms each.! 67  Lesser sho pkee pers would accommodate far more modest

premises, such as the shop and flat in the High Street, run as a

165 Glasgow Advertiser May 2 1800

166 Glasgow Courier Nov. 2 1799

167 Glasgow Courier May 2 1800
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grocery business, which was o ffered for sale in 1800. There was a
front sho p-room, with a kitchen, room and cellar behind and numerous

small working class flats in the tenement above.! 68

In the early nineteenth century middle class housing was often
combined in tenements with extensive commercial and even manufacturing
premiées. A single tenement on the north side of St Andrews Square,
one of the finest residential areas in the later eighteenth century
though by the nineteenth century on the decline, consisted of a
basement and first two floors in use as warehouses (owned by three
different companies) and a calender. The third floor and attic
formed a single large dwelling house of kitchen, drawing and dining
rooms on the first floor and five bedrooms and lumber room in the
attic.169 By the mid-nineteenth century however, the increased
separation of home and work routines and the value accorded to an
exclusively domestic environment as refuge from the pressures of
middle class employment, had brought many changes 4to housing patternms.
The homes of the wealthy were rarely to be found in buildings that
also included factories and warehouses as in St Andrews Square. There
was also less tendency for houses to be close to or attached to the
work mpremises as in the Dunlop Street example quoted above: wealthy
sho pkee pers no longer lived above the shop  Sumptucus and exclugive
suburbs of large town houses developing to the west of the city
attracted the higher middle classes out of the increasingly crowded
and unpleasant central commercial disticts. While the develoment of

a networkof regional transport from the 1840's and 1850's drew the

168 Glasgow Courier Nov.2 1799

169 Glasgow Advertiser March 3 1800
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very wealthiest beyond the city boundaries altogether, to holiday and
family homes in nearby coastal towns and rural districts. In such
cases, houses were kept in Glasgow only to be inhabited during the
winter 'season' and when a mesence was required for business reasons.
The 'season' in Glasgow was a distinct phenomenon from the 1850's,
associated with major exhibitions, balls, lecturés and ‘concerts. Also
from the 1850's the advertising of country homes in the newspapers
became more prominent. Such homes were not usually gentry estates
with land, but rather small detached mansions with a few acres of
garden in such popular and accessible seaside resorts as Helensburgh,
twenty miles west o f the city.17o One contem porary, describing the
very low mortality rates of the wealthy West End attributed this
feature to the higher living and housing standards of the area, but
also to the fact that much of the West End po pulation, particularly
women and children, spent up to six months in the year outside

Glasgow.1 T

But while the very wealthy tended to adopt a patte{n o fhousing that
was distinct from that seen in the early nineteenth century - a
mattern embodying a number of symbolic features that characterized
the status o fupper middle class - the housing trends of the lower
and central middle class did not change so dramatically. The
majority of the middle class continued %o live in tenement dwellings

in areas close to the city centre, and tenements would often still

170 See W.D. Rubinstein 'Wealth, elites and the class structure of
modern Britain' Past and Present 77 (1977) 99-126

1M J. Strang Report on the vital, social and economic statistics of
Glasgow Pr 1862 (aGlasgow 1863) p23
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have a combination of domestic and commercial functions.!’2 In a city
and country in which middle class tenement dwelling was traditionally
established, living in such housing did not imply loss o f caste for
the lower and middle classes. Separate houses may ultimately have
been _de_sired,_ but the development o f exclusive and handsome middle
class tenements from the 1820's ensured the symbolic mreservation of
this aspect of materially determined status. Indeed members of the
Scottish middle class, accustomed to living in tenement dwellings,
were frequently quite happy with this form of lifestyle and reluctant
to give it up, even when they could afford an alternative. Such a
case is illustrated by Lindsay Makersy, an unmarried ERdinburgh
accountant, lawyer and bank agent in his late thirties, who kept a
diary from 1827 to 1834. He was a successful man of increasing wealth
who lived in a tenement flat in the New Town area of the city. In
1833, after recording considerable pofits from his business dealings
he noted -

'T am now beginning to think of a house with a street door, a pint of
great importance in Rdinburgh. There is in fact a scale in this
matter nicely graduated, and people being estimated in inverse ratio
to the height from the mother earth at which they fix their domicile.
Now as I have always had the greatest contempt for appearances not
reared on substantial foundations I have been content to vegetate up
two pairs of stairs'.

He clearly takes some time in thinking about any change in his housing

circumstances, but the following year he notes -

'We have this week put out a ticket on our house "To Be Let", not

172 There was less opportunity in Glasgow before the end of the
nineteenth century for members of the lower middle class to move to
residential suburbs of separate dwellings of the sort that was seen in
many English cities. See S.M. Gaskell 'Housing and the lower middle
class, 1870-1914' in G. Crossick (ed) The lower middle class in
Britian (1977) 159-183. Expansion of the suburbs, due to poor
availability of land, was relatively slow and the feu system tended to
encourage tenement construction or high coss3 housing when land did

come onto the market.
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without reluctance as I have lived now more than twelve years in it.
But my friends tell me that it is now absolutely necessary I should

w173

have what is called a "front door".

Only the wealthy middle class could afford a second home or holiday
home in the country. But the lower and central middle classes were
also increasingly able, as the. period advanced, to take short summer
‘nolidéys in the country or by the sea, in‘rented cottages. And for
the least well off there were numerous opprtunities from the 1840's
onwards for day trips by steamer or train.' ™  The middle classes as a
whole were characterized by increased consumption of leisure,
recreational travel and entertainmen’c.175 The conspicuous display of
leisure, mrticularly by women of the household, was one of the main
symbols of upper middle class status. The growth of this aspectof
lifestyle and consumption is marked by the massive development in
Glasgow from the early nineteenth century of 'accomplishment'

orientated, educational facilities for the daughters of upper middle

173 National Library of Scotland, Edinburgh - MS 192 - 'Diary of
Lindsay Makersy, Edinburgh accountant and lawyer 1827-1834' p139,
167. The household of Lindsay Makersy consisted of himself, his
widowed ste p-mother and little ne thew.

174 On the two main days of the Glasgow Fair in July 1870, over 124000
people le ft the city for day excursions by river and rail. Glasgow
Herald July 19 1870

175 As discussed in the next chapter, one of the major areas of
voluntary association growth from the mid-nineteenth century was in
organizations whose aim was %tc promote and direct middle class

leisure.
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class households.' 76 Women of the lower middle classes, with few or no
servants and o ften actively engaged in their husbands’ businesses,
could not of course realistically aspire to this important symbol of

li f‘estyle.1 77

. The development of sumptuous middle class housing and. second or-
holiday homes was paralleled by increased luxury and re finement in the
internal fittings of houses. In 1800 it was rare for the household
effects (as recorded in confirmation inventories) even of individuals
of great wealth, to be valued at above £100. But by 1861 the
inventories show an average value o f household effects of £300 for
those leaving wealth over £2000 - and many were valued at much more,
especially where the effects included pictures, plate, books and
stocks of wine.! 7® The growing propensity of the wealthy middle class
to indulge in conspicuous material consum ption of domestic furnishings
is revealed also in newsmaper advertising of goods available for sale.

The advertising of books, prints and mpintings increased fo_rty-fold

176 In 1793, at the time of recording The Statistical Accounts of
Scotland, there were no educational facilities available for girls in
Glasgow, other than the eleven mixed Sunday schools established in
1787. Girls of the richer classes were sent to Edinburgh for their
education and most others were taught at home. By 1800, dancing
academies, such as that advertised by Mr Gardener of Wilson Street,
Candleriggs were proliferating - Glasgow Advertiser Nov 7 1800 - and a
number of small, exclusive seminaries, such as that run by Mrs Brown,
'lately of Edinburgh', opposite the College, had been established -
Glasgow Advertiser Nov 7 1800. The growth of prestigious girls
education facilities thereafter was rapid.

177 Though lower middle class women could not realistically hope to

achieve the ideal of female domesticity and leisure, they were under
considerable pressure from the press, novels and domestic manuals to
consider this as desirable style of life for which they should aim.

178 Where the household effects of a deceased were particularly
sum ptuous, such as an extensive cellar of wine, rare books or
paintings, specialist valuators were employed to assess the worth of
this element of the estate.
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between 1800 and 1860 and the advertising of household furniture,
drapery, decorative table ware and domestic silver increased by a
factor of one hundred and twenty over the same period.1 79 Such goods
were fashion dictated and contributed to the material de finition of
sta:tug., The retailers and manu facturers of luxury items such as
pianos, carpets, silverware and” items olf dbomestic plumbing ﬂgﬁri‘shed
in Glasgow. One of the first departmental stores to open in Glasgow
was that of Wylie and Lockhead in 1855, which sold ready-made

furniture on a grand and spectacular scale.1 80

The growing consumption of elaborate household articles was matched by
increased demonstrations of wealth and status through conspicuous

private ente1_r'tain1'_ng.181 The differences to be seen in the nature of
middle class entertainment since the late eighteenth century were
described in detail by Cleland in 1837.

'Entertainments are now given more frequently, and the mode of giving .
them is materially changed. Persons who formerly gave supper parties
and a bowl of punch, are now in the way of giving sum ptuous dinners,
entertaining with the choicest wines, and finishing with cold pnch,
for which Glasgow is so celebrated. The value of the table service,
and the style of furniture in the houses of many of the Glasgow
merchants, are inferior to none in the land.''8

173 See A ppendix 4.

180 Glasgow Herald April & 1855. Wylie and Lockheads store was so grand
that it became a tourist attraction, visited even by notable
dignatories and royalty.

181 Dne nature of middle class leisure activities changed considerably
during this period. In the late eighteenth century it was usual to
attend public balls, concerts and theatricals as the main source of
entertainment. But a desire for greater mivacy, a psychological need
to more closely circumscribe the intellectual and physical space
inhabited by the middle classes led, from the early nineteenth
century, to a trend towards more exclusive and private leisure
activities. This feature of the urban middle classes is described

more fully in Section 4.

182 7, cleland Statistical facts of Glasgow B39
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The evolution of more extravagant dining and entertaining habits was
initially met with some reserve in Glasgow -

"the first instance ofa dinner of two courses in Glasgow, was about
the year 1786. Mrs Andrew Stirling of Drumpellier, who made this
change in the economy of the table, justified herself against the
charge of introducing a more extravagant style of living, by saying,
that she had put no more dishes on her table than be fore, but had
merely divided her dinner in place of introducing her additional
dishes in removes.'

But any coyness about extravagance in food consumption was to be
quic kly overcome, and Glasgow became renowned and even ridiculed for
an excessive omlence of the table and gourmandizing tendencies. As
was remarked by an Edinburgh visitor of the early nineteenth century
when dining at the home of a wealthy merchant -

"the dinner was excellent, although calculated apparently for forty
peo ple rather than sixteen which last number sat down. Capital salmon,
and trout almost as rich as salmon from one of the lochs - prime
mutton from Argyleshire, very small and sweet, and indeed ten times
better than half the venison we see in London - veal not inferior -
beef of the very first order - some excellent fowls in curry;
everything washed down by delicious old West India Maderia...a single
bottle of hock, and another of white hermitage went round, but I saw
plainly that the greater part of the company took them for perry or
cider.’

Access to a wider range of foods and the manifest abilitity of
certain sections of the middle classes to purchase such goods is again
shown in newspaper advertising. Imprted wines, imported cheeses and
exotic fruit, preserved goods and the early processed foods were
increasingly available, making the middle class diet more varied and
attractive than it had been in the late eighteenth century. The

di fferences between the usual diet of the working classes and that of

the wealthier urban elites became more marked as the century

183 ipia p.38

184 J. G. Lockhart Peters letters to his kinsfolk(Glasgow 1819) vol
111 pt72
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progressed. In the 1830's the typical diet of a labouring family
consisted ofoatmeal, potatoes, bread, milk, sugar and tea, with a
l‘ittle fish, bu‘tter and occasional cheap meat such as wrk This diet
did not change to any signficant extent until the late nineteenth

185 The diet of the wealthier Glasgow middle classes can be

century.
judged from the 'houseboo¥ énd household accounts of Mrs Elizabeth‘
Gourlay of Cowlairs, wife of a relatively wealthy distiller. In the
year 1839 the family diet included regular purchases of salmon and
other fish, poultry, beefand ham. Bread and pastries such as buns,
muffins, tarts and biscuits were daily items on the sho pping list, as
were butter, milk, oil, eggs, coffee and sugar. There were also

frequent purchases of rice, essences, spices, nuts and fresh local

vegetables and imported fruits such as grapes, oranges, lemons and

apples.186

Personal symbols of status in clothing and jewellery were also more
evident and illustrated marticularly well by confirmation inventories
which generally record the Jjewels of women, or the watches and chains

and silver cases of men.'37 Ready made, men's clothing was available

185 R. -A. Cage 'The standard of living debate - Glasgow 1800-1850'
Journal of Economic History 43 (1983) 175-182; T.R. Gourvish 'The
cost of fi-.—ving in Glasgow in the early nineteenth century' Economic
History Review 25 (1972) 65-79; J.H.Treble Urban mverty in Britain
18%30-1914 (1979) p148-183 - the only real change before the
develomment of cheap imwrted meat and grain in the later nineteenth
century was a small general increase in ptato consum ption.

186 Glasgow University Archives - MS D64/3/1 The housebook of Mrs
Gourlay of Cowlairs.

187 These small personal symbols of status, particularly among men,
were the first to be adopted by the aspiring working classes or
artisan elites from the mid-nineteenth century, as is often shown in
formal photogravphs of the period. The watch and chain was indeed a
very potent symbol, not only ofa certain level ofw:eal_th, but also,
it can be argued, of an adherence to a 'respectable’ time and work

discipline.
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for the middle class market from the late 1820's - and the
proliferation of milliners and dressmakers attests to the scale of

female demand for fashionable attire.188

P»hys‘ical and ,material‘ symbo'ls that denq ted 1lifestyle, consum ption
. pat-terns and ﬁence statusiwere clééflj ih pdrtant. But not éll symbols
which have been traditionally associated with the British urban middle
class were evident in Glasgow. Carriages and riding horses for
instance were not notable aspects of middle class possession even
among the relatively wealthyﬁ 89 In the early nineteenth century, when
the carriage was subject to assessed taxes and the numbers pmresent in
the ¢city can be judged with certainty, it is clear that there were
very few in Glasgow.1 90 Con firmation inventories also show that
carriages and riding horses rarely appeared among individual’s
estates. When horses or carriages were required they tended to be

hired, even by the ricn.'9! Those who lived outside the city, in the

188 It was claimed that the sale of ready made clothing was firss
introduced into Glasgow in the late 1820's by Lewis Ferguson, tailor
and clothier, who based his enterprise, in the words of his own
frequently employed advertisements - 'on the LONDON PLAN for keeping
gentlemen's clothes READY MADE and selling only for READY MONEY at the
smallest possible profit.' Glasgow Herald Jun 5 1835. Ready made
clothing soon spread to include womens and childrens clothes.

189 The upper middle classes are frequently described as 'carriage
folk', and carriages are one of the most significant items in the
'paraphernalia of gentility' described in J.A. Banks Prosperity and
mrenthood (1954) pp.87-88

190 1n 1800, long before major wroblems of urban overcrowding, there

were no more than about thirty pivately owned carriages in Glasgow
and about two hundred mrivate riding horses (not used in business) -
estimated from Assessed Tax records, Scottish Record O ffice,

E326/15/28

191 Most urban dwellers did not ride horses or have a great deal tc do
Wwith the beasts - this unfamiliarity is amusingly described by John
Galt in The Entail, when Claud Walkinshaw, a rising cloth merchans,

hires a horse to 'go-a-courting'.
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rural satellite towns that developed from the 1840's, would rely on
mblic transprt such as trains or steam boats. The reasons for this
tendency lay in the thysical nature of the city, and in the character
of the local economy. Glasgow was a geograrthically commact 'walking-
city' with only limited suburban develoment even as late as 18"(‘0.1 922
The city, particularly the middle class West End, was built on a
hilly terrain which made carriage travel difficult. Compact and o ften
overcrowded housing meant that there was little space for private
stables or coach houses and relatively high waged male employment in
heavy industry limited the availability of the male servants required

to look after horses and carriages.

For the middle classes in general, despite certain areas of
reservation dictated by the practical considerations of life in
Glasgow, there is much evidence, from contem porary assessments and
from newspaper advertising to suggest that consumption mtterns and
li festyle were increasingly lavish. This is seen in better and more
omlent housing, more consumer goods in the home, fashionable clothing
and personal luxury items, extravagant entertaining and greater and
more varied food consumption, mcre leisure time and holidays, and an
increase in 'social accomplishment' orientated education facilities
for girls. To an extent this trend was influenced by the growing
scale of the middle clags, with greater demand tending to make goods
cheaper and more accessible, and new methods of processing and forms

of business organizations turning what had formerly been luxuries into

192 In 1871 only 11% of the p palation of Glasgow were resident beyond
the o0ld municipal and parliamentary boundaries which had been
established in the 18%0's - J. Strang Report on the vital, social and
economic statistics of Glasgow for 1861 (Glasgow 1862) pbé
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goods of wide a~failabil,ity.1‘93 A general fall in commodity prices to
1850, from a high point in 1800, followed by a modest rise to 1870
also encouraged middle class consum ption patterns.194 In Glasgow
there was a significant fall in the cost of basic foods and housing
from 1800 to 1830, and though housing costs began to rise from the
late 1830's this tended +to havé a.greater impact on the working
classes, competing for stace in the increasingly overcrowded central
districts, than on the middle classes.'95 The fall in the price of
luxury foods and imported foods, due to better farming methods, a
wider market and improved transportation, was far more significant
than any fall in the price of basic foodstuffs which made up the
working class diet. The costs of middle class clothing, luxury
personal e ffects and house furnishings, againv due to the impact of
mass production and a wider market, were also relatively less. 4
middle class lifestyle may have demand greater consumption of material
goods, but the ability to engage in this desirable consumption was

aided by price falls in goods whose markets were solely among the

195 one of the most dramatic cases was the fall in the wice of books,
due to new techniques of printing, cheaper paper and an expanding
market - see S.H. Steinberg Five hundred years of printing (1955)
cha pter 3.

194 sse P. Deane & W.A. Cole British economic growth 1688-1959
(Cambridge 1967) pm13%-18 & Fig.7 in appendix - trends based on
Gayer-Rostow-Schwartz index.

195 The poorer the family, then the larger the percentage of family
income required for housing - and there is much evidence %o suggest
that over the period concerned the rpercentage of worlking class budgets
absorbed by housing costs, particularly in the big cities, did
increase. - See J.H.Treble Urban poverty im Britain ch.5




o L . 9
wealthier elements in s’,ocmty.1 %6

General price and market trends meant that middle class incomes could
purchase more as the century progressed. Areas of increase such as
‘housing from the 1830's and meat prices from the 1850's, undoubtedly
‘had an impct on individual family budgets. But overall the middle
class, relative to the market place and opprtunities for consunm ption,
were considerably better off in 1870 than they had been in 1800.
This trend would have been evident if middle class income, in total,
had remained stable over the years from 1800 to 1870. But, as has
been demonstrated above, average middle class incomes increased from
an estimated £191 in 1800 to £275 in 1860. Overall opprtunities for
a more lavish lifestyle and the demonstration of status through
consum ption was therefore, enhanced not only by the fact that middle
class incomes could purchase more, but also because the middle classes

on average were getting richer.

A general enhancement in lifestyle and consum ption and an average
increase in middle class incomes should not, however, ©be allowed to
obscure the fact that while the proportion of very wealthy middle
class families was expanding, the largest growth in middle class
numbers over the period 1800 to 1870 was among those with the lowest
income levels. Middle class families with incomes below £100 suffered

the increased costs associated with price rises in housing and other

196 Working class budgets left little margin before 1370 for
ex penditure on goods other than basic food, an estimated 70% of the
total, and accommodation and heat. See R.A. Cage '"The standard of
living debate, Glasgow 1800-1850' p80. There was very little for
clothing, furnishings or luxuries and as late as the 1890's, after
much improvement in working class living standards, the poorest
families recorded by Rowntree spent only 6.3% of their budgets on
clothes - J.H.Treble Urban proverty in Britain p182




basic needs from the mid-nineteenth century in much the same way as
the working classes. For individual families on fixed low incomes in
the range £60 to £100, even marginal rises in the price of food and
accommodation could have a signficant impact. At such a level of
wealth,,_most- »ﬁam:}lly income, as among the Vwovrld.ng classes,. would be
ex pended on housing, heat, Light and food. Fooﬁ cc;nsum ption, though
providing a better nutritional diet than that of the poor, would
consist of plain and simple fare. There would be very little
consum ption of luxury goods, very little entertaining, and expenditure
on clothing would be relatively small. At this level of wealth in
1860, housing would take up 20% to 25% of income, heating another 5%,
food possibly as much as 50% to 55% which would leave only 20% to 25%
for clothing and non essential items - a mere £15 to £25 per year. By
comparison a wealthy household such as that of Mrs Gourlay of Cowlairs
- with an income in the £500 to £1000 range in the late 1860's - spent
an estimated 15% o f income on housing and fuel, 10% on servants, 20%
on food, leaving 55% for clothing and non essentials, about £300 tc
£500 rper year.1 97 Confirmation inventories also show quite dramatically
the contrasts of material wealth within the middle classes. Vast
catalogues of personal and household possessions, valued at many
thousands of pounds and incl;zding silver, wine and rare pictures can
be set aside an example such as that o f Robert McEwan, a missionary
and teacher o