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C H A P T E R  I In tro d u c tio n

T h e  p u rp ose  of th is  in tro d u c tio n  is f i r s t  to g ive  the social , 

p o li t ic a l  and econom ic setting in w hich the G lasgow  E m anc ip a tio n  

S o c ie ty  e x is te d  d u r in g  its  a c t iv e  phase fro m  1833 to 1853 and 

secon d , to g ive  a b r ie f  ou tlin e  of its  h is to ry .  T h e  p h y s ic a l ,  

social and m oral c lim ate  of the p e r io d  help to e x p la in  the 

e x is te n c e  and a c t iv i t ie s  of the S o c ie ty  and c o n v e rs e ly  the  

a c t iv i t ie s  of the S o c ie ty  form  p a r t  of the m an y -s id e d  p ic tu r e  of 

the developm ent o f G lasgow  in th is  v ita l p e r io d .  T h e  G lasgow  

E m a n c ip a tio n  S o c ie ty  was of m a jo r  im portance  in the B r i t is h  

anti s la v e ry  movement a f te r  1833.  ̂ T h is  movement was s im ila r  

to many o th e r  re fo rm  and p h i la n th ro p ic  movements w hich swept 

o v e r  B r i ta in  d u rin g  th is  p e r io d .  T h e r e fo r e  by un ders tan d in g  the  

n a tu re  o f the soc ie ty  w hich produced such a movement on the local 

s c a le  it  is  p o s s ib le  to have a m ore  com plete  com prehension of the 

n a tu re  of the movement on the nationa l s c a le . T h is  in turn  leads  

to a c le a r e r  u n d ers tan d in g  of G lasgow  s p e c if ic a l ly  and B r i ta in  in 

gen era l du rin g  the mid n ineteenth  c e n tu ry .

In 1833 G lasgow  contained ju s t  u n d er  a tenth of the popu

la tio n  o f  S co tla n d . Though u rban  grow th had been r a p id ,  

e s p e c ia l ly  in the G lasgow  a r e a ,  S c o tla n d  w as s t il l  b a s ic a l ly  an 

a g r ic u l tu ra l  c o u n try . T h e  c ity  was unique in S co tlan d  when 

com pared to o th e r  towns in that it was by a s iz e a b le  m arg in  the 

la rg e s t  and had by f a r  the h e a v ies t c o n cen tra tio n  of ind us try  and 

com m erce. In d u s tr ia l iz a t io n  and rap id  com m ercia l developm ent in 

S co tlan d  had o r ig in a te d  in the G lasgow  reg io n  and econom ically

1 C. Duncan R ic e ,  " T h e  S c o tt is h  F a c t o r  In T h e  F ig h t
A ga inst A m e r ic a n  S la v e r y  1 8 3 0 - 1 8 7 0 .n ( P h .D .  T h e s is ,  
U n iv e r s i ty  of E d in b u rg h , 1969 ) p. 44 .
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the c ity  led the re s t  of the co u n try . T h is  economic im portance

w as based upon the cotton in d u s try  which dominated G lasgow  in

much the same way as G lasgow dominated S cotland .

T h e  cotton tra d e  and its  b ra n c h e s -s p in n in g  w eav ing  and

dyeing -  w as the economic c o rn e rs to n e  of the W est of S co tlan d .

In 1834 th e re  w e re  137 cotton m il ls  in the e n t ire  country  and

except f o r  a fe w  in A b erd een  and o n e  n e a r  P e r th  they w e re  all

s itu a ted  in and around G lasgow and all of them w e re  connected

w ith  the G lasgow  tra d e . In 1832 th e re  w e re  £ 4 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  w orth

of cotton goodsmanufactured in B r i t a in ,  £ 6 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  w orth  o r  15%

of which was m anufactured in G lasgow . By 1838 the num ber of

handlooms in the W est of S c o tlan d  used fo r  cotton w e a v in g  was

o v e r  3 7 ,0 0 0 .  In 1850 th e re  w e re  149 cotton m il ls  in the G lasgow

a re a  and betw een them they had 1 ,4 1 0 ,0 5 4  sp in d le s , 21 ,5 7 5  po w er
2

looms and employed 31 ,7 1 0  people . Hand in hand with technical 

and com m ercia l development th e re  o c c u rre d  a ra p id  grow th in 

the c i ty 's  popu lation  which rose  from  7 7 ,3 8 5  in 1801 to 2 0 2 ,4 2 6  

in 1831 and to 3 4 7 ,001  by 1851. Th us  it is ev ident that the t ra d e  

and m an ufac tu re  of cotton te x t i le s ,  m ostly f o r  fo re ig n  m a rk e ts ,
3

was of param ount im portance to the c ity . Not s u rp r is in g ly  those  

who w e re  the le a d e rs  in th is  t ra d e  w e re  among the most im portant  

and w e a lth ie s t  men in the c ity . Cotton m erchants  such as James  

O s w a ld , John D en n is to un , A le x a n d e r  Johnston and W il l ia m  M il ls  

w e re  not only men of g re a t  w ea lth  and econom ica lly  v e ry  pow erfu l

2 B r i t is h  A ssoc ia tion  fo r  the Advancem ent of S c ie n c e ,  L o c a l
In d u s tr ie s  of G lasgow  and the W est of S co tlan d  (G lasgow  
1901) p. 176.
Bennets  G lasgow  M agazine  1 8 3 2 -3  (G lasgow  1833 2 v o l s . )
I ,  165.

3 John S i n c la i r ,  A n a ly s is  o f the S ta t is t ic a l  Account of 
S co tlan d  (E d in bu rg h  1831 2 v o ls . )  I ,  333.
James H ooper D aw son , An A b rid g e d  S ta t is t ic a l  H is to ry  of 
Scot I and (E d in bu rg h  1853) p. 674
Jam es C le la n d , E n u m era tio n  of T h e  Inhabitants  of T h e  C ity  
of G lasgow  and County O f L a n a r k  F o r  T h e  G overnm ent  
Census of M. D C C C . X X X I  (G lasgow  1832) p. 206
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but w e re  p o l i t ic a l ly  im portan t. W h ile  those connected w ith  the

cotton in d u s try  w e re  by no means the only in fluentia l men in

soc ie ty  they did make up a s iz e a b le  p o rt io n  o f the community's

le a d e rs h ip . F o r  ins tance  betw een the y e a rs  1832 and 1846 no

less  than s ix teen  of the c i ty 's  f i f t y -o n e  m ajor p o l i t ic a l  le a d e rs

w e re  e i th e r  cotton m erchants  o r  m a n u fa c tu re rs .  O f  the s ixteen

tw e lv e  w e re  W h ig s ,  the dominant p o l i t ic a l  faction  in G lasgow
4

during  the p e r io d .

G la s g o w , as the com m ercia l and in d u s tr ia l  c e n tre  of 

S c o tla n d , was not l im ited  h o w e v e r  to cotton alone. Iro n  w o rk s  

w e re  a lso  of m a jo r  im portance . In the y e a rs  between 1830 and 

1849 the number o f  b las t fu rn a c e s  around  G lasgow  g re w  from  

s ix teen  p ro d u c in g  4 0 ,0 0 0  tons p e r  y e a r  to s e v e n ty -n in e  producing

4 7 5 ,0 0 0  tons p e r  y e a r .  In ten y e a r s  th is  p roduction  w as n e a r ly  

doubled and by 1865 the total p ro d u ctio n  o f iro n  had reached  

1 ,1 6 4 ,0 0 0  tons p e r  y e a r .  It is t r u e  that the m ajo r  w o rk s  w e re  

outside of the c ity  con cen tra ted  in the v ic in i ty  of W is h a w , A i r d r ie  

and C o a tb r id g e  but G lasgow  was the  d is t r ib u t in g  c e n tre  and some of 

th e ir  g re a t  iro n m a s te rs  p layed  a c o n s id e ra b le  p a r t  in its  pu b lic  

l i fe .  F u r t h e r ,  G lasgow  also had its  d is t i l l e r i e s ,  b r e w e r ie s ,  

chemical w o rk s ,  ta n n e r ie s ,  dye w o r k s ,  b le a c h f ie ld s ,  p a p e r  

m an ufac to ries  and s h ip y a rd s . Juxtaposed w ith  the grow th of 

these in d u s tr ie s  th e re  was also a ra p id  development in the f ie ld  

of e n g in eerin g . T o  a ll th is  must be added the com m ercia l and 

t rad in g  re la t io n s  which the c ity  had w ith  e v e ry  p a r t  o f the globe.

4 D av id  T e v io td a le ,  "G lasgow  P a r i  iam en tary  C onstituency
1 8 3 2 -4 6 "  (B . L i t t .  T h e s is ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f G la s g o w , 1963) 
p. 63. T h e  m a jo r  p o l i t ic a l  le a d e rs  include not only the  
L o rd  P ro v o s ts  and M P 's  but a lso  B a i l ie s  and Tow n  
C o u n c il lo rs  who through th e ir  w e a lth ,  in f lu e n c e , social 
and personal t ie s  dominated the p o lit ic a l developm ent of 
the c ity  d u r in g  th is  p e r io d .

3



T h e  im p ortan ce  of th is  t ra d e  can be d e term ined  by po in ting  to 

its  sharp  in c re a s e  betw een 1830 and 1860. In 1830 75 fo re ig n  

ships (8571 g ro ss  tonnage) a r r iv e d  in the H a rb o u r  o f  G lasgow .  

T h is  had r is e n  to 203 ships (3 5 ,4 5 2  g ro ss  tonnage) in 1840 and 

to 470 ships (1 0 8 ,4 1 0  g ro ss  tonnage) in 1850. By 1860 533  

fo re ig n  ships (1 2 0 ,3 0 5  g ross  tonnage) w e re  coming in ann ua lly .

In the same y e a rs  the g ro ss  rev e n u e  o f the H a rb o u r  in c re a s ed  

from  £ 2 0 , 2 9 6  in 1830 to £ 4 6 , 5 3 6  in 1 8 40 , £ 6 4 , 2 4 3  in 1850 and 

£ 9 7 ,9 8 3  in 1860. T h is  t ra d e  w as to a ll p a r ts  o f  the w o r ld  but 

most im p ortan tly  w ith N o r th  A m e r ic a  and the W est In d ie s , and 

the E a s t Ind ia  t ra d e  to In d ia ,  M a laya  and C hina. ^

Som e of the lead ing  m erchants  in town such as W a l te r  

B uchanan , John D ennis toun and A le x a n d e r  Johnston had branch  

o ff ice s  all o v e r  the w o r ld  and most of the o th e r  m erchants  and 

m an u fa c tu re rs  depended upon fo re ig n  m ark e ts  r a t h e r  than m ere ly  

dom estic ones. T h e  trem endous in c re a s e  in the m an u fac tu re  of 

cotton fo r  fo re ig n  consumption and the re s u lt in g  expansion o f  

oth er in d u s tr ie s  was the root cause of th is  in c re a s e  of t ra d e  and

5 D a w s o n , An A b r id g e d  S ta t is t ic a l  H is to ry  of S co tla n d  
pp. 6 6 7 -7 0 .  T e v io td a le ,  "G lasgo w  P a r i ia m e n ta ry  
C o n stitu en cy"  p. 69.
B r i t is h  A s s o c ia t io n  fo r  the Advancem ent o f  S c ie n c e ,
Local In d u s tr ie s  of G lasgow  and the W est of S c o tlan d  
P. 287
D av id  B r e m n e r ,  T h e  In d u s tr ie s  of S c o t la n d , T h e i r  R is e , 
P r o g r e s s  and P r e s e n t  C ondition  (E d in bu rg h  1869) 
p p . 3 3 , 35.
S i n c l a i r ,  A n a ly s is  of the S ta t is t ic a l  Account of S c o tla n d  
I ,  320 T a b le  I I .  S e e  also pp. 3 4 9 -5 3 .
T h e  Account O f T h e  T ru s te e s  o f R iv e r  C ly d e  F ro m  1st 
J u ly ,  1850 to 30th June, 1851 (G lasgow  1851) p. 23.
T h e  Accounts O f T h e  T ru s te e s  of the C ly d e  N a v ig a tio n  
F ro m  1st J u ly ,  18^9 to 30th June, 1860 (G lasgow  1860)  
p. 32.
Both Accounts a r e  located in the M itch e ll L i b r a r y ,  G lasgow .  
Customs D u tie s  a lso  ro s e  ra p id ly  but because  of changes in 
the t a r i f f ,  e s p e c ia l ly  in 1 8 4 6 , they a r e  le s s  r e l ia b le  f o r  
estim ating  the T r a d e .  N e v e r th e le s s  the changes a r e  
im p re s s iv e . In 1830 £ 5 9 ,0 3 1  was c o lle c te d  and by 1850  
this had grow n to £ 6 4 0 ,5 6 8 .
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Q
reg ion a l p ro s p e r i ty .  It is not s u rp r is in g  th e re fo re  that these  

men took a l iv e ly  in te re s t  in w o r ld  events. T h e i r  business  

depended upon the w o r ld  s itu a tio n  and they w e r e ,  above all 

else  in te re s te d  in business. E v e ry th in g  e ls e ,  r e l ig io n ,  p o l i t ic s  

o r  p h ila n th ro p ic  causes took second p la c e  to com m erce. M o re 

o v e r ,  th e ir  com m ercia l ph ilosophy was rooted deeply in Adam  

S m ith 's  theory  of l a is s e z - f a i r e .  T h e y  w e re  opposed to 

governm ental in te r fe re n c e  of any kind w h e re  business was  

concerned. T h e s e  men w e re  h ighly  com petit ive  in outlook and 

it was s c a rc e ly  po ss ib le  to be a successful m a n u fa c tu re r  o r  

m erchant w ithout possessing  a g re a t  deal of in i t ia t iv e  and a 

constant w il l in g n e s s  to use o r  adopt new methods. T h e  w o r ld  

of this in d u s tr ia l iz a t io n  and com m ercial expansion was ra w  and

crude in which no q u a r te r  was given to the w eak who w e re  only
7

halting ly  p ro te c ted  by governm ental le g is la t io n .

S o c ie ty  in G lasgo w  in the th re e  decades p r io r  to 1860  

was composed g e n e ra l ly  of th re e  broad  groups with v a r io u s  

gradations w ith in  each s tra tum . T h e s e  groups w e re  the w ea lthy  

commercial e l i te  o r  "b u rg h e r  g e n tr y " ,  the m iddle  income 

e n tre p re n e u rs  and the g re a t  mass of the labo uring  poor. B ecause

6 S in c la i r ,  A n a ly s is  of the S ta t is t ic a l  Account of S co tlan d  
I ,  352.

7 T e v io td a le ,  "G lasgo w  P a r i  iam entary  C o nstitu en cy" p. 90. 
Jam es C le lan d  in w orks  l ik e  T h e  R is e  and p ro g re s s  of  
The C ity  of G lasgow  (G lasgow  1816) and the G lasgow  
A ccou nt, w hich he helped com pile in the N ew  S t a t is t ic a l 
Account of S c o t la n d , L a n a r k s h ir e  (E d in bu rg h  1841)
and A n d re w  U r e  in his book T h e  Ph iloso ph y  of 
M a n u fa c tu re rs  o r  An E xp o s it io n  of the S c ie n t i f ic ,  M ora l 
and Com m ercia l Economy of the F a c to r y  System  of G re a t  
B r ita in  (London 1 835) w e re  both p rop agan d is ts  fo r  th is  
idea that com m ercia l success depended upon personal 
e ffo rt  and a b i l i ty  and the need fo r  im provem ent and inno
vation. S e e  N . S .  A . Ib id ,  pp. 101 -241 and U r e  Ibid Ch. I 
passim.
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of the constant in c re a s e  in the demand fo r  la b o u r  re s u lt in g  from  the

ra p id ly  expanding in d u s try  and com m erce of the a re a  the labouring

element made up by f a r  the la rg e s t  segment of the population of the

c ity .  A f te r  the R e fo rm  B i l l  of 1832 th e re  w e re  only ap p ro x im ate ly

7 ,0 0 0  e le c to rs  in G la s g o w , most o f whom w e re  small sca le  m erchants

such as s h o p k e e p e rs , b o o k s e l le rs  o r  c lo th ie r s ,  e tc . T h e  A b s tra c t  of

the Census of 1831 l is ts  the num ber o f c a p i ta l is ts ,  b a n k e rs , p r o -
0

fess iona l and educated men at 2 ,7 2 3  and i f  we exclude the

p ro fe s s io n a l and educated men the num ber of c a p ita l is ts  and b an k e rs

(often the same) was much s m a lle r .  T h is  was the gen try  often

r e f e r r e d  to as the n B u rg h e r  A r is t o c r a c y 11.

T h e  " B u rg h e r  A r is t o c r a c y "  was composed of men of g rea t

w ea lth  and high social po s itio n  obtained through s e v e ra l gen erations

of p o l i t ic a l  r u le .  N u m b e rin g  only about two o r  th re e  hundred it w as

small enough to be homogeneous in social and fa m ily  re la t io n s

though o c c a s io n a lly  w i l l in g  to accept an o u ts id e r . T h e s e  men

w e re  edu ca ted , c u ltu re d ,  openminded and as a ru le  belonged to the

E s ta b lis h e d  C h u rch  pu tting  a social ban on all D is s e n te rs
g

(E p is c o p a lia n s  excepted ). T h is  ban was eased a f te r  the 

D is ru p t io n  of 1843 because a la rg e  p o rt io n  of th is  group t ra n s 

fe r r e d  th e ir  a l le g ia n c e  fro m  the E s ta b lis h e d  C hurch  and jo ined  

the F r e e  C h u rc h ,  ta k in g  a g re a t  deal o f w ea lth  and social p re s t ig e  

with them in the p ro c e s s .

8 A b s tra c t  of the P o p u la tio n  R e tu rn s  of G re a t  B r i ta in  1831 
pp. 1833 (149) xxxv i -  x x x v i i i  p. 1001. F o r  a fu r th e r  b r e a k -  
down of the occupations  of the population  o f  the c ity  see
Cl el a n d , E n u m e ra tio n  o f T h e  inhab itan ts  of T h e  C ity  O f  
G lasgow  p. 21.4
T h e  G lasgow V o te r s  Manual being A  L is t  O f  A ll Those  
E n ti t le d  to V o te  fo r  m em bers fo r  the F i r s t  R eform ed  
P a r i ia m e n t  W ith in  T h e  Bjoundaries O f the B o ro u g h , As  
D efined  By T h e  R e fo rm  A ct (G lasgow  1832)

9 John O s w a ld  M itc h e l l ,  O ld  G lasgow  E ss a y s  (G lasgow  
1905) pp. 1 6 2 -3 .
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lab o u rin g  e lem ent made up by f a r  the la rg e s t  segment of the

[population o f the c ity . A f te r  the R e fo rm  B il l  of 1832 th e re  w e re

only a p p ro x im a te ly  7 ,0 0 0  e le c to rs  in G la s g o w , most o f whom

w e re  small sca le  m erchan ts  such as s h o p k e e p e rs , b o o k s e lle rs

o r  c lo th ie rs  etc. T h e  A b s tra c t  of the Census of 1831 l is ts  the

number of c a p i ta l is ts ,  b a n k e rs , p ro fe s s io n a l and educated men 
0

at 2 ,7 2 3  and if  we exc lude the p ro fe s s io n a l and educated men 

the number o f c a p ita l is ts  and b a n k e rs  (often the same) was much 

s m a lle r .  T h is  was the gen try  often r e f e r r e d  to as the " B u rg h e r  

A r i  s to c ra c y " .

T h e  " B u rg h e r  A r is to c r a c y "  was composed of men of g rea t

w ealth  and high social position  ob ta ined  through s e v e ra l g en era tion s

of p o lit ic a l  ru le .  N u m bering  only about two o r  th re e  hundred it was

small enough to be homogeneous in social and fa m ily  re la t io n s

though o c c a s io n a lly  w i l l in g  to accept an o u ts id e r .  T h e s e  men

w e re  educated , c u ltu re d ,  openminded and as a r u le  belonged to

the E s ta b lis h e d  C hurch putting a socia l ban on all D is s e n te rs
g

(E p is c o p a lia n s  excepted). T h is  ban w as eased a f te r  the 

D is ru p t io n  of 1843 because a la rg e  p o rt io n  of th is  group t ra n s 

fe r r e d  th e ir  a l le g ia n c e  from  the E s ta b l is h e d  C hurch  and jo ined  

the F r e e  C h u rc h ,  tak ing  a g re a t  deal o f w ealth  and social p re s t ig e  

with them in the p ro c e s s .

8 P o p u la tio n  o f  G re a t  B r i ta in  1831 E n u m e ra tio n  A b s tra c t  
(2 vol s. ) 1, 1 001. F o r  a f u r th e r  b reakdow n of the 
occupations of the population  o f  the c ity  see Cl el and,  
E n u m era tio n  of T h e  Inh ab itan ts  of T h e  C ity  O f G lasgow  
p . 214.
T h e  G lasgow  V o te rs  Manual being A  L is t  O f  A ll Th ose  
E n t i t le d  to V o te  fo r  m em bers  fo r  the F i r s t  Reform ed  
P a r l ia m e n t  W ith in  T h e  B o u n d a rie s  O f  T h e  B o ro ug h , As  
D e fin e d  By T h e  R eform  A ct (G lasgow  1832).

9 John O sw a ld  M itc h e l l ,  O ld  G lasgow  E s s a y s  (Glasgow  
1905) pp. 1 6 2 -3 .



A s  has been in fe r r e d  the w ea lth  of this c lass  re f le c te d  

the economic s ituation  of G lasgow  in that cotton was the most 

im portan t element. H o w e v e r ,  th e re  w e re  many o th e rs  ou ts id e  of  

the cotton industry  who helped to make up th is  group. Men l ik e  

W il l ia m  D ix o n  -  i ro n m a s te r ,  John F le m in g  -  H as t India M e rc h a n t , 

Hugh Tennent -  b r e w e r ,  C h a r le s  Tennent -  chemical m a n u fa c tu re r , 

A n d re w  Bannatyne -  w r i t e r ,  James H w in g  -  W est Indian M erchant  

and many m o r e  w e re  typical of th is  segment o f s o c ie ty . A c c o rd in g  

to A rc h ib a ld  A l is o n ,  the w id e ly  res p e c te d  S h e r i f f  of L a n a r k s h i r e  

and an acute  o b s e rv e r  of the p e r io d ,  th is  u p p e r  c ru s t o f soc ie ty  was  

sp lit  into d iv is io n s  and c o te r ie s  and th e re  was a s trong fe e l in g  of  

jea lo u sy  among the v a r io u s  elem ents. T h e  W est Indian m erchants  

o r the flS u g a r  A r is to c r a c y "  as they w e re  c a l le d ,  w h ile  not as  

im portant econom ica lly  as the cotton m e rc h a n ts , w e re  at the top 

of the socia l sca le . T h is  was no doubt because of th e ir  "o ld "  

money as opposed to the r e la t iv e ly  "n ew " money o f the cotton  

ind us try . N e x t came the Cotton m erchan ts . T h e  c a lic o  p r in te r s  

w e re  th ird  and r a r e ly  mixed w ith  the cotton o r  sug ar c la s s e s .  

F in a l l y ,  came the iron  and coal m a s te rs ,  in fe r io r  in social 

p re s tig e  but s t i l l  possessing much w e a lth . A s a r u le  these groups  

r a r e ly  i f  e v e r  mixed s o c ia l ly .  ^  A lto g e th e r  they fo rm ed the most 

im portant p o lit ic a l element in the c i t y .  B e fo re  the 1832 R eform  

Act they had ru le d  without opposition because they w e re  g e n e ra l ly  

the only ones able to in fluen ce  the p o l i t ic a l  s t ru c tu re  then in 

ex is tence. A f te r  1832 they continued to ru le  because the new ly  

enfran ch ised  m iddle income groups had grow n to accept th e ir  

leadersh ip  in p o l i t ic s  much as they had accepted it in com m erce.

10 S i r  A rc h ib a ld  A l is o n ,  Some M em o irs  o f My L i f e  and
W r it in g s  (Ed inburgh  and London 1883 2 v o ls . ) I ,  3 4 4 -5 .
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T h ro ug ho ut th is  p e r io d  it was men o f w ea lth  and h ig h  social 

standing who w e re  time and again re tu rn e d  to P a r l ia m e n t  o r  

e le c te d  L o rd  P ro v o s t .  B a s ic a l ly ,  h o w e v e r ,  they w e re  b u s in ess 

men and not p o l i t ic ia n s  and those that held  these o ff ice s  w e re  

u s u a lly  m otivated  by a d e s ire  to prom ote  the in te re s ts  of t ra d e  

and in d u s try  o r  fo r  the social p re s t ig e  of bein g an MP o r  L o r d  

P ro v o s t .   ̂  ̂ T h e s e  men w e re  used to p ro v id in g  the social , 

p o lit ic a l  and econom ic lea d e rs h ip  in the c ity  and w h e th e r  they 

in d iv id u a lly  held high p o l i t ic a l  o f f ic e  o r  n o t, they continued to 

control the l i fe  o f  the a re a .  It must be said that they d id  th is  

only at the s u ffe ra n c e  o f  the new ly  e lec ted  m em bers of the middle  

income social b ra c k e t  who tended to channel th e ir  e f fo r ts  in a re a s  

of somewhat secondary  im port to the developm ent of the c ity .

T h e  less w ea lthy  and new ly em erg ing  e n t r e p re n e u r s ,  as 

s ta te d , numbered around 7 ,0 0 0 .  T h e s e  included the s m a lle r  sca le  

m erc h a n ts , w arehousem en, insu ran ce  agen ts , d y e rs  etc. P o l i t ic a l ly  

they held the p o w e r to e le c t  them selves into le a d e rs h ip  but because  

of the f in anc ia l in s e c u r ity  o f  the p e r io d  and the amount of time which  

high p o lit ic a l o f f ic e  would have taken away fro m  th e ir  business , few  

held high p o lit ic a l  am bitions. O f c o u rs e  not a ll th e i r  tim e was  

spent looking a f te r  th e ir  business in te re s ts .  Many o f  them w e re  

s o c ia lly  a c tiv e  tak ing lead ing  p a r ts  in the d if fe re n t  philanthropic  

s o c ie t ie s  o r  even tak in g  m inor p o lit ic a l  posts such as B a i l l ie  o r  

Tow n C o u n c il lo r .  Men l ik e  R o b e rt  K e t t le ,  a m erchant and the 

le a d e r  of the S c o tt is h  T e m p eran ce  movement, James C o u p e r ,  

insurance  b r o k e r  and B a i l ie  o f P ro v a n  in 1 8 5 0 , G eo rg e  Gal l ie ,  

b o o k s e lle r  and s ta t io n e r  and the T r e a s u r e r  of the S c o tt is h  

Tem p eran ce  U n io n , and A rc h ib a ld  W a ts o n , y a rn  m erchant and 

d y e r  and committeeman of the G lasgow  E m ancipation  S o c ie ty  w e re

11 T e v io td a le ,  "G lasgow  P a r l ia m e n ta ry  C onstitu en cy"  
p. 131
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typ ica l m e m b e rs  of this social s tra tu m . T h e y  w e re  the link  

betw een the com m ercia l e l i te  and the mass o f the w o rk in g  c lasses .  

C o m m e rc ia l ly  if  not s o c ia l ly  they w e re  in contact w ith  the upper

c la s s e s  and ow ing to the n a tu re  and location  of th e ir  businesses
1 12they w e re  p h y s ic a lly  c lose  to the w o r k e rs .  T h is  in tim ate  and

d a ily  ex p o s u re  to the w re tch ed  conditions of the la b o u r in g  poor is 

no doubt to a la rg e  d e g re e  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  the w id e sp read  

p h ila n th ro p ic  and c h a r i ta b le  a c t iv i ty  that th is  group took p a r t  in. 

A g a in  th e ir  contact w ith  the g e n try  w as undoubtably one of the 

reaso n s  fo r  th e ir  constant s tru g g le  to be successful in business  

with the p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  e v e n tu a lly  being accepted into that status.

T h e  la b o u r in g  elem ent in G lasgow  of c o u rs e  made up the 

vast m a jo r ity  of the population  but p o l i t ic a l ly  and s o c ia lly  they  

w e re  impotent. T h e  R eform  B il l  and the M unic ipa l R eform  A ct  

had given the f ra n c h is e  to those occupying  a p re m is e  w ith  a va lued  

ren t of £ 1 0  o r  m ore  p e r  y e a r .  T h is  excluded almost a ll the
1 3w o rk in g  c la s s es  who occupied much less  expen s ive  d w e llin g s .

It should be noted that w h ile  the physica l environm ent and 

condition of the  w o rk in g  element w as in g en era l v e ry  p o o r ,  th e re  

w e re  g ra d a tio n s  to these conditions as some w o r k e r s  w e re  

re la t iv e ly  b e t te r  o ff  than o th e rs . F o r  instance the F a c to r y  R e p o rt  

found conditions among the cotton sp in n e rs  b e t te r  than those among

12 B ecause  o f the conditions of the in n e r  u rban  a r e a  this m iddle  
income elem ent g ra d u a lly  moved th e ir  homes to the s u rro u n d 
ing suburbs from  w hence they commut ed to the com m ercial  
a re a  o f the c ity  and th e ir  bus inesses  which w e re  often  
b o rd e r in g  on the slum s. S e e  John R. K e l le t ,  " P r o p e r ty  
S p e c u la to rs  and the B u ild in g  o f  G la s g o w " , S co tt ish  Journal 
of P o l i t ic a l  Econom y, v o l . 8 (1 9 6 1 ) ,  2 3 0 -2

13 T h e  G lasgow  V o te r s  Manual o f  1832 l is ts  the name and 
occupation of a ll the n e w ly  e n fran c h is e d  v o te rs  a f te r  the  
1832 R eform  B i l l .  Th ose  e l ig ib le  w e re  almost e x c lu s iv e ly  
of the m iddling and upper c la s s e s  who occupied d w e llin g s  
of o v e r  £1 0 p e r  y e a r .  In fac t something l ik e  s ix  sevenths  
of the houses had annual re n ts  of less  than £ 5  w hich is  
in d ic a t iv e  of the econom ic gap s e p a ra tin g  these two seg
ments o f the s o c ie ty . S e e  K e l le t ,  Ib id ,  p. 230
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the p o o r ly  paid handloom w e a v e rs .  In g e n e ra l ,  h o w e v e r ,  the

lives  of the m ore " re s p e c ta b le 11 p o o r  w e re  a lw ays  v e rg in g  o r

tending to w ard  s lipp ing  into the ugly m orass which engulfed so

many of G lasg o w !s w o rk in g  e lem ent. ^  In fac t the physical

env ironm ent of the m ore  p o o r ly  pa id  la b o u re rs  was at best

in s a n ita ry  and at w o rs t  d e p lo ra b le  as evidenced by a re p o r t  in

1840 by R o b e rt  Cowan M. D .  H e  s ta te s , " T h e  s tre e ts  o r  r a th e r

the lanes and a l le y s  in which the poor l iv e  a r e  f i l th y  beyond

m easure; e x c re m e n t i t io u s  m a tte r  and f i l th  of e v e ry  d e s c r ip t io n

is a llo w e d  to lay  upon the lanes o r  i f  c o llec ted  it rem a in s

accum ulating  fo r  months until the la n d lo rd ,  whose p ro p e r ty  it is ,

is p le a s e d  to rem ove i t .  T h e  houses a r e  ru in o u s , il l  con struc ted
1 6and to an in c re d ib le  ex ten t d e s t itu te  of fu r n i tu r e .  " J. C. Symon

d e s c r ib e s  some of the cheap lod g in g-ho uses  the poor l ived  in. " In

the lo w e r  lod g in g -ho uses  te n , tw e lv e  and sometimes twenty pe rs o n s

of both sexes and all ages s leep  prom iscuo us ly  on the f lo o r  in

d if fe re n t  d e g re e s  of nakedness. T h o s e  p la c e s  a r e  g e n e ra l ly  as

re g a rd s  d i r t ,  damp and decay such as no person  of common humanity
1 7to an im als  would s tab le  a ho rse  in. " T h e s e  conditions w e re  due

14 F a c to r y  In q u iry  C om m iss ion , M inutes of E v id e n c e , P . P .
1 833 (450) x x ,  pp. 6 9 -1 0 4 .

15 L a u ra n c e  James S a u n d e rs  in h is  book S c o tt is h  D em ocracy  
1 8 1 5 -1 8 4 0 ,  T h e  S o c ia l  And In te l le c tu a l B ackground  
(Ed inburgh  1950) d iscu sses  th is  constant s tru g g le  of the 
labouring  e lem ent in the urban  s itu a tio n . S e e  pp. 1 0 6 -1 0  
1 9 2 -2 0 7 .

1 6 R o b e rt  Cowan M. D . , V ita l  S ta t is t ic s  o f G lasgow  i l lu s t ra t in g
the S a n ita r y  C ond it ion s  o f the P o p u la tio n  ( re a d  be fo re  the
S ta t is t ic a l  S e c t io n  o f  the B r i t is h  A ss o c ia t io n  21 S e p tem b er  
1840) p. 34.

17. J. C. Symon quoted in A s s is ta n t  Hand Loom W e a v e rs
C o m m iss ioner R e p o r t , P . P . 1 8 3 9 -4 0  (159) X L I I , p. 51 
A  v e ry  re a d a b le  d iscuss ion  of S c o tt is h  urban  l i fe  d u rin g  th is  
p e r io d  is to be found in V ic to r ia n  S tud ies  vo l. 11 (1 9 6 7 -8 )  
e n t it le d  " T h e  S c o tt is h  V ic to r ia n  C ity "  p .3 2 9 - 5 8  by G e o ffre y  
B e s t. B e s t !s in ten tion  is to r a is e  questions and as he h im se lf  
seems to im ply it should not be taken as an a u th o r ita t iv e  study 
but as an attem pt to assess  the p rob lem s invo lved  in th is  
h is to r ic a l  a re a .  N e v e r th e le s s  it  is a s tim u la ting  essay w hich  
seeks to c re a te  a context fo r  the d iscuss ion  of S c o tt is h  urban  
h is to ry  in the n in e teen th  c e n tu ry .



to a m yr ia d  of s o c ia l ,  p o lit ic a l and econom ic fa c to rs .  P ro b a b ly

the most im portant of these was the enormous social upheaval and

a lien a tio n  caused by the in d u s tr ia l  r e v o lu t io n ,  the efconomic and

legal d i f f ic u lt ie s  of dea ling  w ith  la rg e  sca le  and urgen t build ing

d eve lopm ents , the prob lem  of coping w ith  mass im ig ra t io n  from  the

H igh lands  and I re la n d ,  the n e g lec t of the municipal a u th o r it ie s
18and the low wages re c e iv e d  by the w o rk e rs .  H o w e v e r  poor as 

the environm ental conditions w e re  they w e re  p rob ab ly  an im p ro v e 

ment on the H ighland r u r a l  s ituation  from  w h e re  many of th is  group  

had em ig ra ted  because of the c le a ra n c e s  and in o r d e r  to f in d  jobs  

and an im proved standard  of l iv in g . Many I r is h  had im m igrated to the  

W est of S co tla n d  even b e fo re  the g re a t  fam ine o f the 1840 fs to 

escape the w re tched  conditions th e re  and to f ind  employment in the 

expanding cotton industry . T h e  population of G lasgow had r is e n  

at an astounding ra te  between 1791 and 1831. In the in te rv e n in g  fo r ty  

y e a rs  it had grown from  6 6 ,5 7 8  to 2 0 2 ,4 2 6 .  T h is  is in s ta r t l in g  con

tra s t  to the p rev io u s  t h i r t y - s ix  y e a rs  when the population had

in creased  by only about 4 3 ,0 0 0 .  W a g e s , w h ile  b e t te r  than ru ra l
1 9a r e a s ,  w e re  s t il l  v e ry  low. F re q u e n t  epidem ics of v iru le n t  

diseases  and p e r io d ic  unemployment caused by com mercial de 

p ress io n  could add to th e i r  d is t re s s  and in s e c u r ity .  A ll of these  

fa c to rs  combined to make the s itu a tio n  of the labo uring  poor in

18 K e l le t t ,  " P ro p e r ty  S p e c u la to rs  and the B u ild ing  of G lasgow "  
pp. 2 1 1 -3 2 .
James E .  H a n d le y , T h e  I r is h  In M odern S co tla n d  (C o rk  
U n iv e rs i ty  P r e s s  1 947) pp. 3 2 - 7 ,  14 5 , 1 4 9 -5 2 .

19 T h e  s ta t is t ic a l in c re a s e  in the population of G lasgow  is g iven  
in Cl el and1 s E n um era tion  o f the Inhabitants  of the C ity  of 
G lasgow  pp. 2 0 6 - 7 .  A c c o rd in g  to C le land  th e re  w e re  
3 5 ,5 5 4  Ir ishm en in the c ity  in 1 831. S e e  Ib id ,  p. 211.
A  good account of the conditions o f the I r is h  im m igrants  
to the G lasgow a re a  b e fo re  the F am in e  and indeed of the 
w o rk in g  element in genera l is given in James E .  H a n d le y ,
T h e  I r is h  in S co tland  1 7 8 9 -1 8 4 5  (C o rk  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s  
1 943) pp. 9 7 -1 1 8 ,  1 5 7 -2 6 5 .  D . F .  M acdonald1 s book S c o t la n d ’ s 
S h ift in g  Popu la tion  1 7 7 0 -1 8 5 0 (G lasgow  1937) g ives  an e x 
ce lle n t d e s c r ip t io n  of the d i f f ic u lt ie s  a r is in g  from  mass em i
g ra t io n  in the urban s itu a tio n . S e e  e s p e c ia l ly  pp. 2 0 ,  3 4 -4 5 ,  
6 0 , 6 4 , 7 7 -8 4 ,  Ch. I l l  p a s s im . S e e  a lso W. H. M a r w ic k , 
Econom ic Developm ents in V ic to r ia n  S co tlan d  (London 1936)

________ p p . 1 31 - 4 .  ~



20G lasgow  amongst the w o rs t  in n ineteenth  ce n tu ry  B r i ta in .

W hen c o n s id e r in g  the p rob lem s which could a r is e  lo c a l ly

in a p e r io d  o f ra p id  in d u s tr ia l and com m ercia l developm ent the

q u e s tio n  could be asked why s h o u ld  so much energy  be poured

into an em ancipation  soc ie ty  to a l le v ia te  the conditions of the

negro  s la v e  r a th e r  than o ffse tt ing  the d is t re s s  on the local s c a le ?

In the f i r s t  p la c e  th e re  was some a ttem pt, at least as f a r  as

c h a r i ta b le  and p o li t ic a l  a c t iv i ty  was concerned. Throughout

B r i ta in  th e re  w e re  l i t e r a l l y  thousands of s o c ie t ie s ,  o rg a n iz a t io n s

and a s s o c ia t io n s  composed of the m id d le  and up per c la s s e s  that

attem pted to e ffec t some rem edy. T h e y  e x is te d  it would seem

fo r  the a l le v ia t io n  o f  e v e ry  c o n ce ivab le  form  of d is t re s s  rang ing

from  T h e  S o c ie ty  fo r  Im proving  the C o nd itions  of t h e  L a b o u r in g
21P o o r  to the S o c ie ty  fo r  R e c la im in g  P r o s t i tu te s .  It was the  

golden age of p h i la n th ro p ic  a c t iv ity  and the s o c ie t ie s  w ith  th e ir  

countless a u x i l ia r ie s  sprang  up in e v e ry  p a r t  of the co u n try .  

Betw een 1796 and 1834 G lasgow  had its  s h a re  o f such s o c ie t ie s  

w ith at least s ix ty - fo u r  re l ig io u s  and c h a r ita b le  in s titu tio n s

20 W il l ia m  F e r g u s o n ,  S co tlan d  1689 to the P re s e n t  (E d in bu rg h  
1969) p. 300.
S a u n d e rs ,  S c o tt is h  D em o cracy  pp. 1 7 6 -9 1 .
Thom as F e r g u s o n ,  T h e  Dawn o f S c o tt is h  S o c ia l W e l fa r e  : 
a s u rv e y  from  m edieval tim es to 1863 (London 1948) Ch. V  
p a s s im , see e s p e c ia l ly  pp. 1 1 8 -3 7 .
James P a g a n , S k e tc h e s  of the H is to r y  o f  G lasgow  (G lasgow  
1847) p p . 1 0 4 -5 .

21 F o r d  K. B ro w n ,  F a th e r s  of the V ic t o r ia n s ,  T h e  A ge of  
W ilb e r fo r c e  (C am b rid ge  1961) Ch. 9 p a s s im . T h is  ch a p te r  
d iscusses  and l is ts  the in c re d ib ly  w id e  v a r ie ty  of p h i la n th ro p ic ,  
c h a r i ta b le  and re l ig io u s  o rg a n iz a t io n s  which e x is te d  in B r i ta in  
du rin g  the la t te r  p a r t  of the e ighteenth  and f i r s t  h a lf  of the 
nineteenth  c e n tu r ie s .  Som e o f the m ore  unusual groups l is te d  
inc lude  nT h e  L a d ie s  A s s o c ia t io n  f o r  the B e n efit  of G e n t le 
women of Good F a m ily  Reduced in F o r tu n e  B e low  the S ta te
of C om fort to W hich they H ave  Been A c c u s to m e d " , "T h e  
N ationa l T r u s s  S o c ie ty  fo r  the R e l ie f  O f T h e  R u ptured  
P o o r "  and " T h e  S o c ie ty  fo r  R e tu rn in g  Young Women to th e ir  
F r ie n d s  in the C o u n try " .
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22e x c lu s iv e  of the G lasgow  Em anc ip a tio n  S o c ie ty .  In 1834 a lone

s u b s c r ip t io n s  to t h i r t y - t h r e e  benevolent and c h a r i ta b le  s o c ie t ie s

amounted to o v e r  £ 3 0 , 0 0 0  and ano th er £ 1 7 ,2 8 1  was ra is e d  fo r

r e l i e f  of p a u p e rs . G e n e r a l ly ,  up to 1 8 5 0 , about £ 5 0 ,0 0 0  was
23ra is e d  a n n u a lly  f o r  a w id e  v a r ie ty  o f p h i la n th ro p ic  causes.

T h e s e  e f fo r ts  w e re  o rg a n iz e d  and supported by genuinely  w e l f -

meaning people  who e a rn e s t ly  w ished to do something fo r  the
24conditions of the w o rk in g  c lasses .

T h e  mid n in e teen th  cen tury  w as a p e r io d  in which the  

d o c tr in e  of l a i s s e z - f a i r e  was held to be almost sa c re d . B en tham ,

22 James Cl el an d , S ta t is t ic a l  F a c ts  D e s c r ip t iv e  o f  the F o r m e r  
and P r e s e n t  S ta te  o f G lasgow  (G lasgow  1837) p. 10

23 D a w s o n , A b r id g e d  S ta t is t ic a l  H is to ry  of S c o tlan d  p. 666  
N . S .  A . L a n a r k s h i r e  pp. 1 8 5 -6 .

24 I l lu s t r a t iv e  of th is  concern  f o r  the condition  of the condition  
of the p o or and hu m an ita r ian  prog ram m es in g e n era l w as the  
c a r e e r  o f the g re a t  p u b lis h e r  W il l ia m  C o ll in s .  Both C o ll in s  
and h is  son W i l l ia m  C o ll in s  II v ig o ro u s ly  s u p p o rte d  the  
tem perance  m ovem ent and w e r e  concerned w ith the squalid  
l iv in g  conditions  o f the w o rk in g  c la s s e s . S e e  D a v id  K e i r ,
T h e  House of C o ll in s .  T h e  S to r y  of a S c o tt is h  F a m ily  o f  
P u b l is h e rs  fro m  1789 to the P re s e n t  D ay (London 1952) pp. 5 4 ,  
1 5 4 -9 . .  A n o th e r  w ell known m erchant and m a n u fa c tu re r , 
K irkm a n  F i n l a y ,  a lso  took an in te re s t  in social re fo rm  most 
notab ly  in the f ie ld  of education. S e e  H a n d le y , T h e  I r is h  in 
S co tlan d  pp. 2 6 0 -1 .  E v a n g e lic a ls  such as R evs . D r .
S tevenson M acg ill  and Thom as C h a lm e rs  did yeoman w o rk
in the f ie ld  of socia l and h u m a n ita r ia n  re fo rm  d i r e c t ly  a f fe c t 
ing the cond itions  in which the w o rk in g  man ex is te d  and 
w hich w e r e  to have a s ign ific a n t e ffec t on fu tu re  
innovations in th is  w o rk . S e e  S te w a r t  M e c h ie ,  T h e  C hurch  
and S c o tt is h  S o c ia l Developm ent 1 7 8 0 -1 8 7 0  (London 1 960) 
pp. 4 0 - 6  and J. W . N e s b it ,  "Thom as C h a lm e rs  And T h e  
Econom ic  O r d e r 11, S co tt ish  Journal o f  P o l i t ic a l  Economy  
vol. 1,1 (1964) 1 5 1 -7 .  F o r  C h a lm e rs  stand on the condition  
and fu tu re  of the w o rk in g  c la s s es  see Ib id  pp. 1 5 4 -7 .
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Mai thus and R ic a r d o ,  the lead ing  economic and social gu ides of

the e r a ,  w h ile  not w is h in g  fo r  the po o r to be kept in th e ir  m is e ra b le

s ta te ,  w e re  not at a ll  o p t im is t ic  about th e ir  c a p a b il ity  of ach ie v in g

a b e t te r  lo t .  Any im provem ent in th e ir  condition  they fe lt  must be

through s e l f -h e lp  w h ile  at the same tim e a llo w in g  economic p ro g re s s

to take its  c o u rs e  u n fe t te re d  by governm ental in te r fe re n c e  o r  
25r e s t r ic t io n s .  U n d e r  th is  p r e v a i l in g  b e l ie f  it is not at a ll  s u r -

26p r is in g  that the w o rk in g  c la s s es  could be v e ry  badly off indeed.

C onsequently  the G lasgow  w o rk e rs  d u rin g  p e r io d s  of econom ic

dep re s s io n  w e re  the f i r s t  and h a rd e s t hit and , until the 1845

S co ttish  P o o r  L a w  Amendment A c t ,  had to r e ly  on the g e n e ra l ly

inadequate  v o lu n ta ry  po or r e l i e f  of the E s ta b lis h e d  C hurch  and
27also the P o o r  R e l ie f  fund ra is e d  by assessm ent \n  G lasgow .

In the end th e re  was some attem pt to im prove  the lot of the lab o u r in g  

man but the econom ic b e l ie f  o f the d a y , supported  by gen era l po pu lar  

opinion opposed any e x te n s iv e  o r  re v o lu t io n a ry  steps to change th e ir  

standard  of l iv in g .

25 J. R . P o y n te r ,  S o c ie ty  and P a u p e r is m  (London 1969) p p .x v ,  
x v i.  S i r  John S in c la i r  the s ta t is t ic ia n  was a f irm  b e l ie v e r  in 
Mai thus and many of h is  conclus ions  a re  based on M a lthus ian  
d o c tr in e s .  F o r  an exam ple of th is  see his A n a ly s is  of the 
S ta t is t ic a l  Account of S co tla n d  I I ,  A ppend ix  I I ,  3 7 -8 .  S e e  
also  A le x a n d e r  L le w e l ly n ,  T h e  D ecade of R e fo rm , T h e
183Qfs (Devon 1 9 7 2 ) p p . 7 -8 .

26 F o r  a r a t h e r  p e s s im is t ic  v ie w  o f the o v e ra l l  condition of the  
w o rk in g  c la s s e s  see T .  R . G o u rv is h ,  " T h e  Cost o f L iv in g  in 
G lasgow  in the e a r ly  N in e te e n th  C e n tu ry "  Econom ic H is to r y  
R e v ie w  v o l . 25  (1972) 6 5 -8 0 .

27 F o r  a good con te m p o ra ry  d iscuss ion  of the s ituation  o f  the  
S c o tt is h  po or in re la t io n  to the po or in the re s t  of B r i ta in  
and the c o m p a ra t iv e  in e ffe c t iv e n e s s  of the S c o tt is h  P o o r  L a w  
see W . P .  A l is o n ,  O b s e rv a t io n s  on T h e  Management of T h e  
P o o r  In S c o tla n d  (E d in bu rg h  aTid London 1840) passim"
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P o l i t ic a l ly  d u rin g  the 183 0 !s ,  4 0 ’s and 5 0 !s G lasgow  was in 

a s ta te  of fundamental change. T h e  " B u rg h e r  A r is to c r a c y "  which  

had c o n tro lle d  p o l i t ic s  up to the R eform  A c t rem ained  p re t ty  much 

in con tro l though th e ir  po w er was to g ra d u a lly  s lip  from  them. T h is  

was caused by social and economic developm ents r a th e r  than change  

in the p o lit ic a l le a d e rs h ip .  T h e  R eform  B il l  had given the fra n c h is e  

and consequently  the e le c t iv e  p o w e r  to the m id d le -c la s s e s  though
t,

they p r e f e r r e d ,  at le a s t  fo r  a w h i le ,  to keep the old dominant group

in po s itio ns  of p o w e r .  P o l i t ic a l  p a r ty  d is t in c t io n s  in G lasgow  w e re  in

g en era l b lu r r e d  by common econom ic in te re s ts .

T h e  p o li t ic a l  le a d e rs  tended in r e a l i t y  to be v e ry  much a l ik e
28being d iv id ed  into l ib e ra l  T o r ie s  and c o n s e rv a t iv e  W h igs . It

w as said  of John D e n n is to u n , one o f the no tab le  p o l i t ic a l  le a d e rs

o f the d a y , " In  p o l i t ic s  John Dennistoun w a s , l ik e  h is  fa th e r  and

his b r o th e r ,  a keen L i b e r a l ,  a cco rd in g  to the L ib e ra l is m  of the

d a y , w h ic h , h o w e v e r ,  was r a th e r  W h ig g is h , and h a rd ly  kept pace
29w ith  the p r o g re s s iv e  L ib e r a l is m  of the c ity  . . . "  P o l i t ic a l

re fo rm  to these le a d e rs  was c h ie f ly  the means of ach iev in g  the

rem oval of r e s t r ic t io n s  on t ra d e . T h e i r  m oderation  can be fu r th e r

i l lu s t ra te d  by the fa c t  that betw een 1832 and 1847 no G lasgow  MP

was a R a d ic a l.  A ll  w e r e  opposed to Household S u f f i r ig jo  and the

B a llo t  w h ile  none showed any in te re s t  in changing the p ro v is io n s

of the 1832 R e fo rm  A c t . T h e  W hig  and T o r y  a r is to c r a c y  w e re

united  in th e ir  d e s ir e  to re ta in  p o l i t ic a l  p o w e r. T h is  n ecess ita ted

the s e c u r in g  o f the lo y a l ty  and re s p e c t  of the m id d le -c la s s e s  which
30in turn demanded a sa fe  p o lic y  of m oderation .

28 T e v io td a le ,  "G lasgow  P a r i ia m e n ta r y  C o n s t itu e n c y " ,  
Ch. 3 ,  7 p a s s im .

29 M em oirs  and P o r t r a i t s  of One H undred  G lasgow  Men 
(G lasgow  1886 2 v o ls " )  I ,  102.

30 T e v io td a le ,  "G lasgo w  P a r i  ia m e n ta ry  Consti tuency" , 
p. 141
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T h e  1 8 3 0 's  and 4 0 's  w e r e  y e a rs  of vast and continuous

s o c ia l ,  p o l i t ic a l  and econom ic change. N o w h e re  is th is  so c le a r ly

re f le c te d  as in the change taking p la c e  in the re l ig io u s  thought
31and fe e lin g  of the day. It w as a p e r io d  that saw the E s ta b lis h e d  

Church come u n d er  s trong a tta c k  by many D is sen tin g  c h u rc h e s ,  

p r in c ip a l ly  the R e l ie f  and the U n ite d  S ecess io n  C h u rc h e s , fo r  its  

connection w ith  the S ta te .  Many D is s e n t in g  m in is te rs  based th e ir  

a tta c k s  on the C hurch  of S co tla n d  on the p r in c ip le  of l,V o lu n ta ry is m n , 

the b e l ie f  that re l ig io n  was a personal m atte r  and that the chu rch es  

should be b u i l t ,  supported  and the m in is te rs  susta ined by v o lu n ta ry  

co n tr ibu tio ns  fro m  the p a r is h io n e r s .  W ith in  the ra n k s  o f  the  

E s ta b lis h e d  C h urch  the E v a n g e l ic a ls  w e re  c lam ouring  against  

the S ta te 1 s in te r fe re n c e  in th e ir  a f fa irs .  T h e  " V e to "  Act and the 

"C h a p e l"  A ct of 1834 w e re  e s s e n t ia l ly  m e a s u re s  employed by T h e  

evang e lica l group w ith in  the K i r k  in o r d e r  to p u r ify  o r  modify the  

C h u rc h 's  re la t io n  w ith  the S ta te .  T h e  E v a n g e l ic a ls ,  led by the  

g re a t  Thomas C h a lm e rs ,  w e re  a ttem pting to make the E s ta b lis h e d  

C hurch  m ore e ff ic ie n t  and e f fe c t iv e  in coping w ith  the social 

changes and p r e s s u r e s  of the d a y , w ithout n e c e s s a r i ly  

re lin q u is h in g  the m oneta ry  support o f the S ta te .  H o w e v e r  the 

A u c h t e r a r d e r , L e th e n d y  and S tra th b o g ie  cases ra is e d  in th e ir  

minds the s p e c tre  of E ra s t ia n is m  to w hich they w e re  d ia m e tr ic a l ly  

opposed. T h e  zea l w ith  w hich these men attem pted to e ffe c t  re fo rm s  

w ith in  the C hurch  qu ite  n a tu ra l ly  led to d is ag reem en ts  w ith  the m ore

31 F o r  a concise  but v e ry  good d e s c r ip t io n  o f the changes  
o c c u rr in g  d u r in g  this  p e r io d  and th e ir  re la t io n  to 
e c c le s ia s t ic a l  a f f a i r s  see  F e rg u s o n ,  S c o tla n d  1689 to the 
P re s e n t  Ch. 10 p a s s im , and especial Iy pp. 306-1  7
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m oderate  and c o n s e rv a t iv e  m em bers  who opposed any fundamental 

changes in its  m ake-u p . E v e n tu a l ly  th is  led  to the D is ru p t io n  of 

1843 and the o rg a n iz a t io n  of the F r e e  C h u rch  of S co tland . T h e  

D issen tin g  ch u rch es  w e re  not f r e e  from  in te rn a l d isputes many of  

which w e re  in s tig a ted  by th is  same E v a n g e lic a l  s p ir i t  which w as  

attem pting to l ib e r a l i z e  S c o tt is h  theology to conform  m ore with  

a changing s o c ie ty . But w h ile  d isag re e m en ts  between the  

E v a n g e l ic a ls  and the c o n s e rv a t iv e s  o r  m odera tes  led to a f r a g 

m enting of some ch u rch es  th e r e  was also a movement to w ard  

rea lig nm ent and con so lid a tio n  among the v a r io u s  sects . T h e  most 

im portan t of these ju n c tu re s  o c c u rre d  in 1847 when the U n ite d

S ecess io n  and R e l ie f  C h u rch es  m erged to fo rm  the U n ite d
32P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rch .

Change then is  the keynote  to un ders tan d in g  the s itu a tio n  

in G lasgow  in the 1 8 3 0 's  and 4 0 's  p a r t ic u la r ly  as the E v a n g e lic a l  

s p i r i t  was so m arked  in G la s g o w , in both the E s ta b lis h e d  and 

D is s e n t in g  c h u rc h e s , p a ra lle ll in g  as it w e re  the in d iv id u a lis t ic  

e th ic  of its  com m ercia l and in d u s tr ia l  expansion . It was in th is  

f lu id  env ironm ent that the G lasgow  E m ancipation  S o c ie ty  was 

o rg a n iz e d  and in w hich  it was to p u rs u e  its  most v ig o ro u s  e f fo r ts  

fo r  w o r ld w id e  em ancipation of the s la v e s .

32 A  d iscu ss io n  o f  the changes in the S c o tt is h  Church du rin g
th is  p e r io d  can be found in a w ide  v a r ie ty  o f S c o tt is h  church  
h is to r ie s .  J . H . S .  B u r le ig h 's  A  C h u rch  H is to ry  of S c o tlan d  
(O x fo rd  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s  1960) g ives  an e s p e c ia l ly  c le a r  
account. A  fo ld -o u t  fo l lo w in g  page 4 56  is  p a r t ic u la r ly  
helpful in u n d ers tan d in g  the v a r io u s  d iv is io n s  and reu n io ns  
that took p la c e  in the n in eteen th  c e n tu ry . S e e  e s p e c ia l ly  
pp. 3 0 9 -6 9 .  S e e  a lso  Hugh W a t t ,  Thom as C h a lm e rs  and 
the D is ru p t io n  In c o rp o ra t in g  the C h a lm e rs  L e c t u r e r s  fo r
1 9 4 0 -4 4  (E d in b u rg h  etc. 1943). A ls o  G. D . H e n d e rs o n ,  
H e r i ta g e ,  A  S tudy  of the D is ru p t io n  (E d in b u rg h  1943) 
passim . E s p e c ia l ly  pp. 59 -1  21
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P a r t  II

P u tt in g  the E m anc ip a tio n  S o c ie ty  into the f ra m e w o rk  of the  

G lasgow  e n v iro n m e n t we can see  a soc ie ty  v e ry  w ell f it te d  to its  

setting . T h e  p o li t ic a l  le a d e r s ,  w h ile  not r a d ic a l ,  w e re  g e n e ra lly  

of the l ib e ra l  cu lt. S la v e r y  v io la te d  the economic and social 

d o c tr in e  held by these le a d e rs  and indeed by the e n t i re  m erchant  

class. T h e  com m ercia l le a d e rs  in what was one of the most 

co m m erc ia lly  im portant of B r i t is h  c e n tre s  w e re  w i l l in g  to go to 

great lengths to prom ote l a is s e z - f a i r e  economics. In some cases  

th is  meant supporting  movements o r  s o c ie t ie s  such as the G lasgow  

Em ancipation  S o c ie ty  whose aim s could be  c o m m e rc ia lly  p ro f ita b le .  

T h e i r  o v e r r id in g  concern  w ith  business has a good deal of im p o rt

ance when c o n s id e r in g  the m em b ersh ip  of and in te re s t  in the  

S o c ie ty . A v a r ic io u s  as these men w e re  it should be rem em bered that 

of the fou r g re a t  s u g ar p o rts  (Lo nd on , B r is t o l ,  L iv e rp o o l and 

Glasgow) only G lasgow  re f r a in e d  from  taking  p a r t  in the s lave  t r a d e j  

T h e  d e s ire  on the p a r t  of the com m ercia l le a d ersh ip  to " im p ro v e 11 

o r  " p ro g re s s "  econom ically  led them to r e a l i z e  and s tre s s  the

need fo r  a lab o u r fo rc e  ab le  and w i l l in g  to move and use its
2

labour in the best m ark e ts . In o th er  w o rd s  " f r e e "  labo ur was

1 T h e  O ld  C o un try  Houses of the Old G lasgow  G e n try  (G lasgow
1 878 Second E d it io n ) p. 211. Though the c ity  absta ined from  
the s la v e - t r a d e  the G lasgow  W est Ind ia  M erchan ts  w e re  
p e r fe c t ly  w il l in g  to e x p lo it  s la v e  lab o u r in o r d e r  to p ro te c t  
and in c re a s e  th e ir  high investment in the W est Indies. F o r  
an in d ica tio n  of th is  investm ent see S .G .  C h e ck lan d , "T w o  
S co ttish  W est Indian L iq u id a tio n s  A f te r  1793" S co tt ish  
Journal o f P o l i t ic a l  Economy v o l . 4 (1 9 5 7 ) ,  1 2 7 -4 3 . S e e  
e s p e c ia l ly  pp. 1 2 8 -3 5 .  S e e  a lso  S . G .  Checkland "F in a n c e  
F o r  T h e  W est Ind ies 1 7 8 0 -1 8 1 5 "  T h e  Econom ic H is to ry  
R e v ie w  v o l . X  (1 957-1  9 5 8 ) ,  4 6 1 -9 .  S e e  especia l ly p. 465 .

2 T h e  p r id e  in and the d e te rm in a tio n  to im prove and p ro g re s s
c o m m e rc ia lly  and in d u s t r ia l ly  is c le a r ly  i l lu s tra te d  in the  
s ta t is t ic a l  accounts of the p e r io d . S e e  N . S .  A. L a n a rk s h ire  
pp. 101-241 and especia l Iy pp. 1 3 7 , 14 0 , 14 2 , 14 7 , 156. U r e ,  
T h e  P h iloso ph y  o f  M a n u fac tu res  pp. 1 - 4 4 ,  4 3 0 -6 6 .  James
Cl el and , T h e  R is e  and P r o g r e s s  of T h e  C ity  O f G lasg o w . 
(G lasgow  1820) passim .



a n e c e s s a ry  ing re d ie n t in sec u r in g  th e ir  own economic deve lop

ment and success. A b o lit io n is ts  had from  the beginning of the 

movement b a s e d  th e ir  opposition to s la v e ry  on m o ra l is t ic  

grounds c la im ing  that s la v e ry  w as a sin against God and Hum anity .

T h e y  w e r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  not above making p o li t ic a l  o r  economic

capita l out o f the question when it could be done w ithout c o m p ro -
3

mising m oral v ie w s . Adam S m ith  could be quoted as an a u th o rity

as to the u n p ro f i ta b i l i ty  of s la v e ry .  In h is  W e a lth  of N a tio n s  Sm ith

was in essence espousing ''en lightened s e lf  in te re s t"  when he

stated  " It  a p p ears  acco rd in g ly  from  the e x p e r ie n c e  o f  a ll ages

and n a tio n s , I b e l ie v e ,  that the w o rk  done by f r e e  m en comes

cheaper in the end than that p e r fo rm e d  by s la v e s ."  R e fe r r in g  to

f r e e  tenants as com pared to s la v e s  he says "S u ch  ten an ts , being

f r e e  men, a re  capable  of a c q u ir in g  p ro p e r ty  and having c e r ta in

p ro p o rt io n s  of the p roduce  of the la n d , they have a p la in  in te re s t

that the whole produce  should be as g re a t  as p o s s ib le  in o rd e r  that

th e ir  own p ro p o rt io n  may be so. A  s lave  on the c o n t r a r y ,  who can

a c q u ire  nothing but his m ain tenance, consults  h is  own ease by

making the land produce  as l i t t le  as po ss ib le  o v e r  and above that 
4

m aintenance. " U s in g  argum ents such as these the a b o lit io n is ts

often s tre s s e d  the ben efits  to be d e r iv e d  from  fre e in g  the s laves .

S la v e r y  was not o n ly  s in fu l ,  it was bad business. T h e  s lave

m ere ly  produced ra w  m ateria l to be m anufactured  by ind ustry

without becoming a consumer of these goods . By f re e in g  the

s laves  and paying them wages not only could they produce raw  m a te r ia l

fo r  in d u s try ,  but they would also become a consum er of its  p rod ucts

thus opening up e n t i re ly  new m ark e ts  which in fa c t  Is what did
5

happen in the case of the West Ind ies . W ith  some 4 ,5 0 0 ,0 0 0

3 S i r  G e o rg e  S te p h e n , A n t is la v e ry  R e c o lle c t io n s  in a S e r ie s
of L e t t e r s  addressed  to M r s .  B e e c h e r  S to w e  (London 1854)p. 256

4 Adam S m i th ,An In q u iry  into the N a tu re  and C auses of the 
W e alth  of N a tio n s  (London 1826) pp. 8 2 ,  364.

5 H o w a rd  T e m p e r le y , B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  1 8 3 3 -1 8 7 0  (London
1972) p. 14. M ichael M o o h r, " T h e  Econom ic Impact of S la v e  
Em ancipation  in B r i t is h  G uiana 1 8 3 2 -1 8 5 2 "  E conom ic  
H is to ry  R e v ie w  vo l. 25 (1972) 595.



slaves in the U n ite d  S ta te s  and B r a z i l  not to mention the m ill io n s

in B r it is h  Ind ia  and the E a s t ,  th is  potentia l economic expansion posed

a v e ry  tem pting and d e s ira b le  m ark e t indeed. An o rg a n iz a t io n  such
0

as the G lasgo w  E m anc ip a tio n  S o c ie ty  w hich was a c t iv e ly  w o rk in g

tow ard  em ancipation and the expected in c re a s e  in consum er demand

could expect and indeed did re c e iv e  support not only from  the v e r y

la rg e  sca le  m erchan ts  and m a n u fa c tu re rs  but a lso  from  the m iddling

o r  lo w e r  leve l businessm en who w e re  not u n a w a re  of the economic

benefits  that might a c c ru e  from  th is  expanded business. F o r  y e a rs

the a b o lit io n is ts  had been p re a c h in g  that f r e e  la b o u r  was c h e a p e r
7

than s lave  la b o u r . T o  a businessm an the c la im  o f reduced lab o u r

6 E x c e p t fo r  c irc u m s ta n c e s  that obv ious ly  demand that the name 
of the S o c ie ty  be s p e lled  out in fu ll it w i l l  henceforth  be  
r e f e r r e d  to by its  in i t ia ls  G. E .  S .

7 T h is  idea  that under any c irc u m s ta n c e s  f r e e  labo ur is cheap er  
than s la v e  la b o u r  is v e r y  q u e s tio n a b le  as the W est Indian  
p la n te rs  w e r e  to point out when they w e re  f ig h tin g  to re ta in  
th e ir  monopoly of the s u g a r  t ra d e  in the 1 8 4 0 fs. U n d e r  f r e e  
la b o u r  the p r o f i ts  on many p lan ta tion s  w e re  reduced  
d r a s t ic a l ly  and many o w n ers  w e re  fo rc e d  into ban kru ptcy .
S e e  W il l ia m  L a w  M ath ieso n , B r i t is h  S la v e  E m ancipation  
1 8 3 8 -1 8 4 9  (N e w  Y o r k  r e p r in t  1967) Ch. V I I  p a s s im , and 
Kenneth M. S tam p p , T h e  P e c u l ia r  In s t itu tio n  -  S la v e r y  in
the A n te -B e l lu m  South (N ew  Y o r k  1956) p. 41 8. S e e  also  
M o o h r , " T h e  Econom ic  Impact o f S la v e  E m ancipation  in 
B r i t is h  G u ia n a " ,  5 9 8 -6 0 0 .  W . L .  B u rn  in h is  book E m a n c i
pation and A p p re n t ic e s h ip  in the B r i t is h  W est Ind ies  (London  
1937) p. 367 d em on stra tes  th is  by com paring the p rod uction  
of s ta p le  c ro p s  in the W est Ind ies  between 1831 and 1842 under  
s la v e r y ,  a p p re n tic e s h ip  and f r e e  lab o u r.

1 8 3 5 -8  com pared to 1 8 3 1 -4  1 8 3 9 -4 2  com pared to 1 8 3 1 -3 4

B arb ad o s +24% -1 1
S t .  K i t ts -1 3 +5
N e r v is -4 0 -4 8
M o n s e r ra t -5 0 -41
Jam aica -1 5 -5 2
D om in ica - 3 3 -2 6
G re n a d a -2 0 -5 2
S t .  L u c ia - 1 2 -1 2
S t .  V in c e n t - 5 -4 0
T  obago - 3 6 -4 7
T  r in id a d - 7 -1 5
B r i t is h  G uiana +9 -6 2
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costs meant lo w e r  o p e ra t in g  expenses which in tu rn  meant in c re a s e d  

p ro f i ts  and as we have seen G lasgow  businessm en w e re  v i ta l ly  

in te re s te d  in com m ercia l p ro s p e r i ty .

But th e re  was a lso a h u m an ita r ian  a n d  re l ig io u s  fe e l in g  in 

G lasgow  that made s la v e ry  repugnant. T h e  p e rs e c u t io n ,  v ir tu a l  

enslavem ent and m arty rd o m  of S c o tt is h  seventeenth  c e n tu ry  re l ig io u s  

heroes  the r e v e r e d  C o v e n a n te rs  was s t i l l  w e ll rem em b ered  and th is  

a b h o rre n c e  of p e rs e c u t io n  u n do ub ted ly  p layed  a s ign ific a n t p a r t  in 

exp la in in g  the abstinence  from  the s la v e  t ra d e  and the p o p u la r  support  

in the c ity  fo r  the anti s la v e ry  movement. T h e  ren ew ed  in te re s t  in 

the l iv e s  and tim es o f the C o v en a n te rs  fed and was fed by contem por

a ry  in t e r e s t  in the r is in g  tide  of E v a n g e lic a l  fe e l in g  and in the  

issues r a is e d  by the T e n  Y e a r s '  C o n fl ic t .  T h e  appeal that s la v e ry  

was a sin and a m oral ev il w as  p a r t ic u la r ly  e f fe c t iv e  to the s t r ic t  

S c o tt is h  P r e s b y te r ia n .  F u r t h e r ,  the g ro w in g  in te re s t  of the  

S c o tt is h  C hurch  in m is s io n a ry  a c t iv ity  from  the l^ f O 's  o n w ard s  

to f r e e  the pagan from  the bondage of ign o ran ce  is an im portant;  

fa c to r  as ev idenced by the w id e  p o p u la r ity  o f the accounts of  

A le x a n d e r  D u ff  fro m  Ind ia  fo llo w e d  by W il l ia m  Knibb of Jam aica  

in the la te  1 8 2 0 's  and 3 0 fs and of course  the g re a t  D av id  L iv in g s to n e  

in the 1 8 5 0 's  and 6 0 's .^

F in a l ly  the G. E .  S . re f le c te d  G lasgo w  in i ts  independent 

s p ir i t  of ac tio n . G la s g o w 's  in d u s tr ia l  and com m ercia l success  

w as based on S c o tt is h  money. G lasgow  was not c o n tro lle d  by 

London o r  e x te rn a l f in a n c in g  so its  ach ievem ents  w e re  S c o tt is h  

ones. T h is  p r id e  in th e i r  com m ercia l success and independence  

was m anifested  in the G. E . S .  in its  o b s tin a te  re fu s a l  to come under

8 B u r le ig h ,  A  C hurch  H is t o r y  of S c o tla n d  p. 417
W a t t ,  Thom as C h a lm e rs  and the D is ru p t io n  p. 149 
John H o w a rd  H in to n , M em o irs  of W i l l ia m  K n ib b , M is s io n a ry  
in Jam aica  (London 1 847) pp. 1 4 4 -8
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the contro l o f the London based B r i t is h  and F o re ig n  A n t i - S la v e r y  

S o c ie ty .  T h is  independent s p ir i t  on occasion led  to c lashes  w ith  the  

London soc ie ty  and th e i r  fo llo w in g  an a lto g e th e r  d if fe re n t  p rog ram m e  

was by no means unusual. T h e  G. E .  S .  suited G lasgow and the c ity  

re tu rn e d  the com plim ent. T h e  S o c ie ty  p ro v id e d  the p la tfo rm  fo r  

men fo r  w h a te v e r  reaso n  to campaign against s la v e ry .  T h e  c ity  

pro v id ed  the s o c ia l ,  econ om ic , p o l i t ic a l  and re l ig io u s  environm ent  

that led men to take  advantage of th is  p la t fo rm .

T h e  i l le g a l i ty  o f s la v e ry  was decided in S co tlan d  in 1778 in

the case o f Joseph K n ig h t, the S c o tt is h  Judges taking the ground

that the m a s te r 's  r ig h t  o f domination w as in g e n era l unsustained

by law. T h is  w as a f te r  the 1772 S o m e rs e tt  Judgement in England

stating  that the s ta te  of s la v e ry  was so odious that nothing could

be s u ffe re d  to support it but p o s it iv e  law  and th e re  w as no such

law . T h e  Knight dec is io n  took a b ro a d e r  stand and stated that

the pow er c la im ed  o v e r  the s la v e  n e v e r  was in use in S co tlan d
9

nor acknow ledged by S c o tt is h  law . T h e  legal dec is io ns  

abo lish in g  s la v e ry  in B r i ta in  m arked  the beginning of the end o f  

s la v e ry  throughout the E m p ire  because behind the legal judgement  

lay the m oral ju d g e m e n t,  and behind the m oral judgem ent lay  the  

E v a n g e lic a ls  w ith  th e i r  v ig o ro u s  condemnation of m oral 

im p e rfec tio n .

9 R. C o up lan d , T h e  B r i t is h  A n t i - S la v e r y  Movement (London
1933) p. 55. It is  in te re s t in g  to note in passing that n e ith e r  
of these d ec is io n s  b o re  much in fluen ce  on the 1775 and 1779  
A c ts  to abo lish  the serfdom  of the S c o tt is h  c o l l ie r s  though 
the two in s t itu t io n s  w e re  in many re s p e c ts  s im i la r .  S e e  
B aron  F .  D uckham , A  H is t o r y  O f T h e  S c o tt is h  Coal 
In d u s try  1 7 0 0 -1 8 1 5 ,  A S o c ia l  and In d u s tr ia l H is to ry  
(P lym outh  1970) pp. 2 9 7 -8 .
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T h e  G lasgow  E m a n c ip a tio n  S o c ie ty  founded in 1833 g re w  out

of the G lasgow  Anti S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  w h ic h  dated from  1823 and

w ith  a few  v a r ia t io n s  had e s s e n t ia l ly  the same complement of

m em bers. ^  T h e  Anti S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  had been o rg a n iz e d  to

w o rk  f o r  the a b o lit io n  o f s la v e ry  in the B r i t is h  W est Ind ies  and

through its  ag ita t io n  had had a d is t in c t ly  d is tu rb in g  e ffec t upon

the local W est Ind ian m erchan ts . A c c o rd in g  to the M inute  Books

of the W est Ind ia  A s s o c ia t io n  of G lasgow  as e a r ly  as 1826 they

had p e tit io n e d  the House of Commons s ta t in g  that they w e re

a la rm e d  at the c u r re n t  a g ita tio n  fo r  a b o lit io n  and a ll the ta lk

o f total and im m ediate a b o lit io n  without com pensation. * T h is

is in te re s t in g  and in d ic a tiv e  of its  v e ry  l ib e ra l  le a d e rs h ip  because

the b e l ie f  in im m ediatism  did not come into gen era l accep tance
1 2throughout G re a t  B r i ta in  until about 1830. Again  in 1830 the  

W est Indian S o c ie ty  p e t it io n e d  the K ing com plain ing of the e f fo r ts

10 F o r  a com parison  of the m em bership o f the two s o c ie t ie s  
see S c o ts  T im e s , 27 Ja n u a ry  1833 and the G lasgow  
E m anc ip a tio n  S o c ie ty  Annual R e p o rt  1 8 3 5 (F o r  G lasgow  
E m anc ip a tio n  S o c ie ty  Annual R e p o r ts , see below footnote 15).

11 M itch e ll L i b r a r y ,  G lasgow . M in utes  of the W est Ind ia  
A s s o c ia t io n  of G lasgow  v o l . 1 , 6  May 1 826.

12 D a v id  B r io n  D a v is ,  " T h e  E m e rg e n c e  of Im m ediatism  in 
B r i t is h  and A m e r ic a n  A n t is la v e ry  T h o u g h t11 M is s is s ip p i  
V a l le y  H is to r ic a l  R e v ie w , vo l. 4 9 ,  ( 1 9 6 2 -6 3 ) ,  2 0 9 -3 0 .  
Imm ediatism  was a confusing and often c o n tra d ic to ry  slogan  
w hich o ften  meant d i f fe re n t  th ings to d i f fe re n t  people . On  
the one hand the w o rd  im p lies  instantaneous and com plete  
freedom  fo r  the s la v e s . C o n v e rs e ly  many a b o lit io n is ts  took 
it to mean that the p ro c e s s  fo r  the a b o lit io n  of s la v e ry  should  
be in it ia te d  im m edia te ly  even though the actual p ro g ram m e  
would be understood to take  a num ber o f  y e a r s  to com plete.
In o th e r  w o rd s  gradual em ancipation  of the s a lv e s  began  
im m e d ia te ly . T o  com plica te  the m a tte r  the m ore  zea lou s  
a b o li t io n is ts  took the meaning qu ite  l i t e r a l l y  as did many 
advocates  of s la v e ry  who c o n fid en tly  pointed out the u t te r  
im p ra c ta b i l i ty  of the schem e. S e e  D a v id  B r io n  D a v is ,
11 Im m ediatism  : A  P ro d u c t  of A m e r ic a n  and B r i t is h  Anti 
S la v e r y  T h o u g h t" ,  in R ic h a rd  O . C u r r y (e d . ) T h e  
A b o l i t io n is ts ,  r e fo r m e r s  o r  fa n a t ic s  (N ew  Y o r k  1 965) 
p p . 7 7 -8 7 .
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of the A nti S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  to deface the c h a ra c te r  of the W est

India A s s o c ia t io n  m em bers. T h e y  w ent on to s ta te  that the v io le n t

d iscu ss io ns  which the soc ie ty  had p rovo ked  had brought about a
1 3d e te r io ra t io n  in th e ir  p r o p e r ty .  In te re s t in g ly  enough the

s e c re ta r ie s  of the A n ti S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  w e re  the same as in the

la te r  Em anc ip a tio n  S o c ie ty ,  John M u r ra y  and W il l ia m  S m eal. T h e

s ig n if ic a n ce  of th is  in r e g a r d  to the Anti S la v e r y  S o c ie ty ’ s

h o s t i l i ty  to the W est Ind ia  A ss o c ia t io n  b e fo re  1833 w il l  la te r

become a p p a re n t .  A f t e r  a s e r ie s  o f  p u b lic  m eetings in 1833 the

socie ty  along with many s im i la r  so c ie t ie s  throughout B r i ta in

achieved th e ir  goal w ith  the passage o f  a b ill  in la te  August

p ro v id in g  fo r  the a b o lit io n  of s la v e ry  in the B r i t is h  co lon ies  as
14from  August 1, 1834.

T h e  in it ia l  phase o f  the G lasgow  Em ancipation  S o c ie ty  began

w ith  the founding o f the S o c ie ty  on D ec e m b e r 12 , 1 8 3 3 ^  by G eorge
1 6Thompson a fo rm e r  A gency  Com m ittee A n t is la v e ry  le c tu re r .

13 M inutes  o f the W est Ind ia  A sso c ia t io n  of G la s g o w , vo l. I
25 O c to b e r  1830. In h is  book A  R e tro s p e c t  (G lasgow  n. d. )
S i r  James D. M a rw ic k  a lso  comments on the s trong  fe e lin g  
in G lasgow  in fa v o u r  o f the em ancipation of the s laves .
S ee  p. 3.

14 F o r  accounts of a n t is la v e ry  p u b lic  m eetings in G lasgow  in 
1833 see S c o ts  T im e s ,  16 F e b r u a r y  1833 , 19 F e b r u a r y  1833 ,
9 M arch  1 8 3 3 , and 12 M a rc h  1833. S e e  a lso H in to n ,
M em o irs  of W i l l ia m  Knibb pp. 1 4 4 -6 6 .

1 5 M itc h e ll  L i b r a r y ,  G la s g o w , G lasgow  Em ancipation  S o c ie ty
M inute Book I ,  12 D ecem b er 1833. T h e  G lasgow  Em ancipation  
S o c ie ty  M inute  Books a r e  included in the Smeal C o lle c t io n  
located at the M itc h e ll  L i b r a r y ,  G lasgow . T h e  Smeal 
Col le c tio n  co n s is ts  of fou r volum es o f minutes of the G lasgow  
E m ancip a tio n  S o c ie ty 's  p u b lic  and com mittee m eetings as well 
as its  two Cash Books and a num ber o f m isce llan eo u s  p a p e rs  
p e r ta in in g  to its  a c t iv i t ie s .  A ls o  included in the c o lle c t io n  
a r e  the S o c ie ty 's  Annual R e p o rts  betw een the y e a rs  1834 and 
1851 , the M inute  Book o f the G la s g o w  F re e d m a n 's  A id  S o c ie ty  
and v a r io u s  o th e r  m a te r ia ls  re la t in g  to the a n t is la v e ry  
a c t iv ity  in G lasgo w  betw een 1833 and 1876.

16 T h e  Agency C om m ittee  w ith  w hich G eorge  Thompson was
connected w as i ts e l f  a London based a n t is la v e ry  o rg a n iza t io n  
set up in 1831 to a ro u s e  pub lic  support fo r  the a b o lit io n  of W est  
Indian S la v e r y .  S e e  S tephen , A n t is la v e ry  R e c o lle c t io n s  
p p . 1 2 6 -3 5 ,  1 4 8 -5 2 .
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T h e  ob ject of th is  new G lasgow  soc ie ty  w as nothing less  than

"th e  A b o lit io n  of S la v e r y  throughout the W o r ld "  but m ore

p a r t ic u la r ly  in the U n ite d  S ta te s .  Its  m ore im m ediate aim was to

g ive  f in anc ia l a id  to Thompson who had been in v ited  to le c tu re  in

A m e ric a  by W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n ,  one o f  the le a d e rs  of the

A m e rican  ab o lit io n  movement at that time.

T h e  S o c ie ty 's  e a r ly  p e r io d  betw een 1834 and 1840 was

c h ie f ly  concerned  w ith  supporting  Thom pson, who was re ta in e d

as its  paid l e c t u r e r ,  and f ig h tin g  aga inst the A p p re n tic e s h ip  
1 7System . N o t long a f te r  its  fo rm atio n  the G. E .  S .  had come out

s tro n g ly  aga ins t a p p re n tic e s h ip  and at the he ight of the ag ita tio n

had pe tit io n ed  both P a r l ia m e n t  and the K ing  fo r  i ts  abo lit io n  as

w e ll  as holding a num ber of p u b lic  m e e t in g s  to s t i r  up p o p u la r
1 8excitem ent a n d  in te re s t .  T h e  ag ita tio n  w h ich  had become  

nation w ide  fo rc e d  the p la n te r s  in the W est In d ies  e i th e r  to

17 T h e  A p p re n t ic e s h ip  A c t passed on August 2 9 th , 1833 , to 
become e f fe c t iv e  on August 1st ,  1 8 3 4 , c a lle d  fo r  an o u tr ig h t  
g ift  o f  £ 2 0 m  to the s la v e o w n e rs  as com pensation fo r  the  
freedom  of the s la v e s . T h e  s la v e s  w e re  to s e rv e  a te rm  of 
s e r v ic e  c a lle d  a p p re n tic e s h ip  d u r in g  which p e r io d  they  
would w o rk  on ly  a s p e c if ic  num ber o f ho urs  p e r  w eek fo r  
th e ir  fo rm e r  o w n e rs  w ith  the re s t  o f th e i r  tim e at th e ir  
d isp o sa l.  In the case  o f  f ie ld  hands this  p e r io d  was to
last fo r  s ix  y e a rs  and fo r  a ll o th e rs  fo u r  y e a rs .

18 G. E .  S .  Annual R e p o rt  1835. T h e  p u b lic  m eetings of the
S o c ie ty  in 1 8 3 7 -8  aga in s t A p p re n t ic e s h ip  a r e  e x te n s iv e ly  
c o v e re d  in the G lasgow  A rg u s  the most im portant l ib e ra l  
n ew sp aper in the c ity  betw een 1833 and 1847. Its  e d i to r ,  
W il l ia m  W e i r ,  was one o f the le a d e rs  of the F r e e  T r a d e  
movement in the W est of S co tla n d  until the repea l of the C o rn  
L a w s  in 1846 and a staunch s u p p o rte r  of the a n t is la v e ry  
cause. T h e  p u b lic  m eetings of the S o c ie ty  took p la c e  on 19 
June 1 8 3 7 ,  31 O c to b e r  1 8 3 7 , 8 N o vem ber 1837 , 27 D ecem ber  
1 8 3 7 , 14 F e b r u a r y  1838 and 16 A p r i l  1838.
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abandon the system v o lu n ta r i ly  o r  have P a r l ia m e n t  abolish it

fo r  them. By August 1st 1838 , all o f the Colonia l A ssem b lies  of

the W est Ind ies  had f in a l ly  voted to e n d  it .  It  was a lso during

th is  p e r io d  that the S o c ie ty  had become in te re s te d  in the prob lem

o f s la v e ry  in In d ia ,  the e x is ten ce  o f  s la v e ry  in the then independent

T e x a s  and the A m istad  c o n tro v e rs y  all o f which w il l  be dealt w ith

in m ore deta il la te r  on.

T h e  y e a r  1840 began a new phase in the developm ent of the

G. E .  S .  w hich re s u lte d  in some b i t te r  in te rn a l squabbling  and

u lt im a te ly  the re s ig n a t io n  of some of i ts  most in fluen tia l members.

It o r ig in a te d  w ith  the W o r ld  A n t i - S la v e r y  Convention of 1840 to

which the S o c ie ty  had s e n t  a number o f de leg ates . T h e  c o n tro v e rs y

began o v e r  the question of w h e th e r  o r  not to accept as de legates
1 9to the Convention a num ber of A m e ric a n  women. Up to th is  tim e

the question had not been ra is e d  in B r i ta in  as it  was taken as a

m atte r  of c o u rs e  that women form ed s e p a ra te  o r  a u x i l ia ry  s o c ie t ie s

and would not c o n s id e r  a ttending  the W o r ld  Convention as de legates

which w as of c o u rs e  the w o rk  of men. T h e  A m e ric a n  women w e re

excluded and the ra d ic a l  G a r r is o n ,  a r r iv in g  la te ,  re fu s e d  to take

p a r t  in the p ro c e e d in g s  and jo in ed  the la d ie s  in the g a l le r y  to

d em on stra te  h is  support fo r  th e ir  r ig h t  to be rec o g n ize d  as de legates .

T h e  re a l tro u b  le  began fo r  the G. E .  S .  when a few  months a f te r

the W o r ld  C onvention  the A m e ric a n  a b o lit io n is t  John C o ll in s  a r r iv e d

in G lasgow  s e ek in g  money fo r  the support of a new new sp aper to be
20e s ta b lis h e d  by G a r r is o n 's  A m e rican  A n t i - S la v e r y  S o c ie ty .

E s s e n t ia l ly  the d ispute  w as o v e r  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  to accept p u b lic ly

19 F o r  an account o f the debate at the Convention see  
P ro c e e d in g s  O f T h e  G enera l A n t i - S la v e r y  C o n v e n tio n ,
C a lle d  By T h e  Com m ittee O f T h e  B r i t i s h  And F o re ig n  
A n t i - S la v e r y  S o c ie ty ,  and H e ld  In London fro m  F r i d a y ,
June 12th to T u e s d a y , June 2 3 r d ,  1840 (London 1841)  
pp. 2 3 -4 6 .

20 W a l te r  M. M e r r i l l ,  A g a in s t W ind and T id e .  A  B iog rap hy  of  
W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n  (C am b rid ge  Mass. 1963) p. 175.
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the c re d e n t ia ls  o f C o ll in s  at a p u b lic  m eeting th ereb y  endors ing  

both him and the G a r r is o n  fa c t io n  he re p re s e n te d  . T h e  d if f ic u lty  

lay in the fac t that by a s s o c ia t in g  the G. E .  S .  w ith  the A m e ric a n  

A n t i - S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  it could be charged  that the S o c ie ty  was  

supporting  the cause of W o m a n s  R ig h ts ,  a po s itio n  many of its  

m embers opposed. A f t e r  some fa s t  m anoeuvring  by two opposing  

fac tion s  w ith in  the S o c ie ty ,  C o ll in s  was reco gn ised  and sub

sequently  a good many o f the m em bers o f the o rg a n iz a t io n  re s ig n e d  

in p ro te s t .  T h e  G. E . S .  , now f irm  ly u n d e r  the con tro l of i ts  two  

s e c r e ta r ie s  W il l ia m  Sm eal and Joh n  M u r r a y ,  w as from  th is  point  

on to take a m ore  ra d ic a l  l in e  in its  a c t iv i t ie s .

F o r  the next two and a h a lf  y e a rs  the S o c ie ty  busied i ts e l f  

in s e v e ra l n o n -c o n tro v e rs ia l  causes. U n d e r  the in fluen ce  of 

G eorge  Thompson it becam e in te re s te d  in and p e tit io n e d  P a r l ia m e n t

on behalf of the R a jah  of S a t ta ra h  who the com m ittee fe l t  had been
21u n ju s t ly  de th ron ed . It a lso a c t iv e ly  opposed the A fghan is tan

W a r  in 1842 and appointed de legates  to the W o r ld  A n t i - S la v e r y

Convention in 1843. O th e r  in te re s ts  intended to fa c i l i t a te  the

abo litio n  of s la v e ry  included p e tit io n in g  P a r l ia m e n t  to rem ove

all r e s t r ic t io n s  "on the F r e e  E m ig ra t io n  o f the N e g ro  ra c e  from

all p a r t s  of the coast o f A f r ic a  to the B r i t is h  W est In d ia 11 and a
22r a th e r  v a c i l la t in g  s tance in the F r e e  T r a d e  c o n tro v e rs y .  At

the same tim e it  was c a ll in g  fo r  chu rch es  to w ith d ra w  from  

communion w ith  those s la v e  holding ch u rch es  in the A m e ric a n  South. 

A c t iv i ty  of th is  kind had none o f the ideo log ica l b it te rn e s s  that had 

to rn  the S o c ie ty  a p a r t  in 1841 o r  that w as to g ive  it new un ity  and 

l i fe  d u rin g  the F r e e  C hurch  C o n tro v e rs y .

21 G. E .  S .  M inute  Book I , 3 A u g u st, 1841.

22 Ib id , 1 August 1843. S e e  below Ch. V  p. 1 6 3 -7
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T h e  F r e e  C hurch C o n t ro v e rs y ,  which b ro k e  out in 1844 ,

o r ig in a te d  when a de legation  o f  the n e w ly  form ed F r e e  C hurch  of

S co tlan d  v is ite d  the S o u th e rn  S ta te s  o f A m e r ic a  in s e a rc h  of

fin anc ia l support fo r  the bu ild ing  of new chu rch es . In th is  they
23met w ith  c o n s id e ra b le  success r a is in g  about £ 3 , 0 0 0 .  Such  

a c t iv ity  so c lo se  to home by th is  new but v e ry  im portant segment 

of the S c o tt is h  re l ig io u s  community could not go unchallenged and  

the G .E .  S . p ro m p tly  s ta r te d  a "S en d  B ack the Money" campaign  

w hich ach ieved  am azing p ro p o r t io n s .  T h e  G. E .  S .  o rg a n ize d  a 

s e r ie s  of p u b lic  p ro te s t  m eetings and at the height of the c o n tro v e rs y  

inv ited  G a r r is o n  to jo in  th re e  o th e r  A m e ric a n  a b o lit io n is ts  James  

B uffum , F r e d e r ic k  D oug lass  and H e n ry  C. W r ig h t  to w o rk  w ith  it 

in an e f fo r t  to put p r e s s u r e  on the F r e e  C hurch to re tu rn  the  

money. D e s p ite  the o u tc ry  of the G. E .  S . and o th e r  a n t is la v e ry  

groups the money was not re tu rn e d  and it is  open to question w h e th e r  

o r  not its  advocates  e v e r  r e a l ly  expected the e f fo r t  to be 

s u c c e s s fu l.

T h e  next p rog ram m e the G . E .  S .  launched was in it ia te d  at a 

p u b lic  m eeting on N o vem b er 1 6 th , 1852. T h e  pu b lica tio n  o f  H a r r ie t  

B e e c h e r  S to w e 's  U n c le  T o m 's  C a b in  had caused a na tion w ide  s t i r  

and h e r  impending v is i t  to B r i t a in  sponsored by a new ly  form ed  

r iv a l  a n t is la v e ry  soc ie ty  gave r is e  to the U n c le  T o m 's  Penny  

O ffe r in g  w h e re b y  anyone who had re a d  the book w as asked to

23 G eorge  S h e p p e rs o n , "T ho m as C h a lm e rs ,  T h e  F r e e  C hurch  
of S c o tla n d  and the S o u th " ,  Journal of S o u th e rn  H is to ry  
v o l.  X V I I  (1 9 5 1 ) ,  519. O th e r  accounts of the c o n tro v e rs y  
can be found in two o th er  a r t i c l e s  by P r o fe s s o r  Shepperson  
v iz  " F r e d e r ic k  D oug lass and S c o t la n d " ,  Journal o f N e g ro  
H is to ry  v o l .y X X X V I I I  (1 9 5 3 ) ,  307-21  and "T h e  F r e e  C hurch  
and A m e r ic a n  S l a v e r y " ,  S c o tt is h  H is to r ic a l  R ev ie w  vo l.  30 
(1 9 5 1 ) ,  1 2 6 -4 3 .
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donate one penny. So successful was th is  campaign that on M rs .

S to w e ’ s d e p a r tu re  from  B r i ta in  she took w ith  h e r  o v e r  tw enty
24

thousand d o l la rs .  T h e  G. E .  S .  , which took o v e r  re s p o n s ib i l i ty

fo r  the co lle c t io n  in the W est o f S c o t la n d , sent these c o n tr ib u tio n s

to the E d in b u rg h  E m a n c ip a tio n  S o c ie ty  w h ic h  on 19 A p r i l  1853
25p re s e n te d  h e r  w ith  the sum of £1 ,0 0 0 .  U lt im a te ly  S c o t la n d ’ s 

co n tr ib u tio n  to the O f fe r in g  am ounted to £1  ,3 3 0 .

P ro m  th is  p e r io d  o n w a rd s  the G. E . S .  declin  ed ra p id ly  in 

a c t iv ity  m eeting on ly  s p o ra d ic a l ly .  G e n e ra l ly  these m eetings  

w e re  c a lle d  to r e c e iv e  a v is i t in g  a b o lit io n is t  o r  as on one occasion  

to m e m o r ia l iz e  the m em bers o f  the W e s leyen  C o n fe ren ce  in 1857
26not to accept two m in is te rs  re p re s e n tin g  s la v e  holding chu rches .  

T h e  o u tb rea k  of the A m e r ic a n  C iv i l  W a r  fa i le d  to r e v iv e  the S o c ie ty  

except fo r  an occasional p u b lic  meeting.

A s  the  w a r  in A m e r ic a  began to e n te r  i ts  final stages and 

thousands of f re e d  m en, d e s t itu te  and hom eless came on the 

A m erican  scene many of the members o f  the G. E .  S .  form ed a new  

society  on N o vem ber 7 ,  1864 ca lle d  the F re e d m e n 's  A id  S o c ie ty .  

Though s t r ic t ly  speak in g  it w as a s e p a ra te  o rg a n iz a t io n  it w as made 

up p r im a r i ly  of m em bers fro m  the G. E .  S . and its  a c t iv i t ie s  help  

to f i l l  in and ex p la in  a long p e r io d  o f a n t is la v e ry  in a c t iv ity  between  

1863 and 1873. B etw een  1864 and 1867 th is  society  held th ir te e n  

com mittee and p u b lic  m eetings and re m itte d  to the national society  

in London about £ 1 6 0 .  It  is a lso s ig n if ic a n t that as e a r ly  as June  

1865 it had ag re e d  to u n ite  w ith  the na tiona l soc ie ty . Up to th is

24 F o r r e s t  W i ls o n ,  C r u s a d e r  in C r in o l in e ,  T h e  L i f e  of
H a r r i e t  B e e c h e r  S to w e  (London 1942) p. 225

25 G. E .  S .  M is c e lla n e o u s  P a p e r s , U n c le  T o m ’ s Penny O f f e r in g ,
S ta tem ent o f C o m m itte e , A b s tra c t  of T r e a s u r e r 's  Account.

26  G. E .  S .  M inute  Book I V ,  27 Ju ly  1857
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tim e the m em bers o f  the G . E .  S .  had shown an almost pass ionate

independence fro m  London and consequently  this d ec is io n  to

a f f i l ia te  w ith  the nationa l movement shows a c e r ta in  amount of
27m ellow ing o v e r  the y e a rs .

Betw een 1863 and 1873 the G. E .  S .  he ld  no m eetin g s , its

e f fo r ts  no doubt channelled  into  the a c t iv i t ie s  of the F r e e d m a n s

A id  S o c ie ty .  In 1873 one p o o r ly  attended p u b lic  m eeting was held

which sent a re s o lu t io n  to the P r im e  M in is te r  and L o r d  G ra n v i l le

proposing that the G overnm ent should take steps to h a lt  the E ast

A f r ic a  s la v e  t r a f f ic .  T h e i r  next and last p u b lic  m eeting was held

in 1876 to p ro te s t  aga in s t a G overnm ent c i r c u la r  w hich stated that
28fu g it iv e  s la v e s  could not look fo r  re fu s e  on B r i t is h  w a r  ships.

T h e  e x is te n c e  of the G. E . S .  can thus in re t ro s p e c t  be 

div ided  into th re e  m ain p e r io d s  d u r in g  each of w hich s e v e ra l d i f fe re n t  

o b je c tiv e s  w e re  sought. T h e  f i r s t  from  1833 to 1840 was a p e r io d  

of successfu l and u n if ie d  a g ita tio n  crow ned by the ab o lit io n  of the 

a p p re n tic e s h ip  system . T h is  was fo llo w ed  by a p e r io d  between  

1840 and 1847 o f  b i t te r  c o n tro v e rs y  f i r s t  d ire c te d  in w a rd  and la te r  

focused on the F r e e  C hurch  o f S c o tla n d . F in a l l y ,  the e r a  betw een  

1847 and 1876 d u rin g  w hich the S o c ie ty  g ra d u a lly  lost momentum 

and u lt im a te ly  ceased to e x is t  as a potent special in te re s t  lobby.

T h e  G. E .  S .  w as an o rg a n iz a t io n  that was shaped by events  

though it d id  take  an a c t iv e  p a r t  in these  events r a th e r  than s itt in g  

p a s s iv e ly  by the w ays id e . Its  p re c is e  ro le  and the rea s o n  it took 

the c o u rse  it did w il l  be dealt w ith  la te r  but su ff ic e  to say it was  

no o rd in a ry  group being f a r  m ore v ig o ro u s  than most B r i t is h

27 F re e d m e n fs A id  S o c ie ty  M in u te  B o o k , 6 June 1865.
H e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to as F .  A . S . M inute  B o ok . T h e  cash 
accounts a r e  contained in the M inute  Book. It  should be 
u n ders to od  that the S o c ie ty  a g reed  to un ite  w ith  the London  
soc ie ty  on ly  a f te r  it was made known that the p u rp ose  of the 
national s o c ie ty  was to c o -o rd in a te  the e f fo r ts  of the p r o 
v in c ia l s o c ie t ie s  and in no way in te r fe r e  w ith th e ir  in te rn a l  
af f  a i r  s.

28 G . E . S .  M inute  Book I V ,  3 N o vem ber 187 3 , 2 F e b r u a r y  1876. 
F o r  e x te n s iv e  accounts  of these m eetings see G lasgow  H e r a l d ,
4 N o vem b er 1873 and the N o rth  B r i t is h  D a i ly  Mail , 3 F e b r u a r y  
1876.
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a n t is la v e ry  bodies and d is p la y in g  an independence of mind that  

was most unusual in s o c ie t ie s  of th is  kind in G re a t  B r i ta in .

F o r  the im m ediate and long te rm  developm ent o f B r i t is h  soc ie ty  

in the n ineteenth  cen tury  the g re a t  questions o f the day w e r e ,  

of c o u rs e ,  p o l i t ic a l ,  econom ic and s o c ia l .  T h e s e  issues p o la r iz e d  

around the s tru g g le s  o v e r  C h a r t is m , F r e e  T r a d e ,  the P o o r  L a w ,  

D ises ta b lish m e n t and educational r e f o r m .  H o w e v e r ,  in the  

context of the gen era l s u rg e  of re fo rm  enthusiasm s and as one of 

the m in o r o ffshoots  of that re fo rm in g  im p u ls e , and in p a r t ic u la r  

as p a r t  of the o v e ra l l  B r i t is h  a n t is la v e r y  movement a f te r  1833 ,  

the G lasgow  E m anc ip atio n  S o c ie ty  p layed  a v ita l if  sometimes  

se c o n d ary  r o le .  In th is  context the unders tan d in g  o f its  e x is ten ce  

and h is t o r y  is  im p o rtan t.
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C H A P T E R  II M em bersh ip  o f  the S o c ie ty  1833-1851

On D e c e m b e r 6 ,  1833 the f i r s t  p r e l im in a ry  m eeting of the 

G lasgow Em anc ip a tio n  S o c ie ty  met and a r ra n g e d  to fo rm a l ly  

o rg a n iz e  a so c ie ty  that in fu tu re  y e a rs  came to have a s ig n if ic a n t  

in fluence on the c o u rs e  o f  the B r i t is h  anti s la v e ry  movement. O ne  

of the p r im a r y  re a s o n s  fo r  th is  in f lu e n c e  is the m em bers them selves . 

Many of the most in flu en tia l men in s o c ie ty ,  p o l i t ic s  and the church  

w e re  at one tim e o r  ano th er a c t iv e  in the movement. Th ro ug h  its  

m em bership the S o c ie ty  could count on be ing re p re s e n te d  in 

P a r l ia m e n t ,  in the C ity  C ham bers  and in some of the most 

p re s tig io u s  co n gregation s  in the a r e a .  B etw een  1833 and 1851 , 

d uring  w hich tim e the m em bership  was re c o rd e d ,  th e re  w e r e  only  

one hundred and fo r ty -o n e  o f f ic e r s ,  com m itteem en, and h o n o ra ry  

and c o rre s p o n d in g  m em bers. B ecause of the p rom inence  of its  

members and the h a rd  w o rk  of its m ore a c t iv e  segment it w as  able  

to a s s e r t  an in f lu en ce  d is p ro p o rt io n a te  to its  s iz e .  D u r in g  p e r io d s  

of intense a c t iv i ty  such as d u rin g  1838 and 1840-1  T h e  S o c ie ty  was  

able  to nom inate and send to conventions in London notab le  and 

resp ec ted  men to w o rk  to w a rd  fu r th e r in g  both its  own p o lic ie s  and 

the a n t is la v e r y  cause in g e n e ra l .  E v e n  in the less  s p e c ta c u la r  

com mittee m eetings which helped dec ide  d ire c t io n  and p o lic y  th e re  

w e re  often men of a high c a l ib r e  tak ing  an a c t iv e  ro le .  Men such 

as the v e n e ra b le  R o b e r t  G raham e and the R ev . D r .  R alph  W a rd la w  

found it p o s s ib le  to take  time out to c h a ir  both com m ittee and public  

m eetings. Indeed W a rd la w  w as one of its  le a d e rs  until he and o th e rs  

sp lit  o f f  from  the G. E .  S .  in 1841 due to ideo log ical f r ic t io n .

O th e r  m em bers w e re  less  prom inent and in a few  cases l i t t le  o r  

nothing is known about them. S t i l l  o th e rs  w e re  m em bers only  

b r ie f ly  and took no s ig n if ic a n t  p a r t  in the S o c ie ty !s a c t iv i t ie s .  A  

s iz e a b le  p o r t io n ,  num bering a p p ro x im a te ly  tw e n ty - f iv e  p e rc e n t ,
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w e re  mem bers in name on ly  and r a r e l y  if  e v e r  took p a r t  in

com mittee w o rk . T h e y  d id ,  h o w e v e r ,  lend th e ir  names to the

S o c ie ty  and subsequently  th e ir  im p lied  endorsem ent of its  p o lic ie s .

T h u s  some of the re s p e c t in w hich they w e re  held lo c a lly  was in

turn  bestowed upon the S o c ie ty .  Endow ed w ith  th is  m antle  of

re s p e c ta b i l i ty  and the enthusiasm  o f  its  m ore  a c tiv e  m em bers , the

S o c ie ty  was often ab le  to a t t r a c t  la rg e  audiences fo r  its  pu b lic

m eetings and consequently  app ly  a c e r ta in  amount o f p u b lic

p r e s s u r e  on the g o v e rn m e n t to g ra n t  its  demands. *

T h e  re c o rd e d  m em bership  o f the S o c ie ty  can conveniently

be d iv id ed  into f iv e  c a te g o r ie s  : (1) O ff ic e h o ld e rs  (2) C le rg y

(3) A c t iv e  Comm itteemen (4) In a c t iv e  Committeemen (5) H o n o ra ry

and C o rre sp o n d in g  M em bers . T h e s e  in turn  can be broken  down

in o th e r  w ays such as occupations o r  re l ig io u s  a f f i l ia t io n s .  O f

c o u rs e  a few m em bers re fu s e  to f i t  w e ll  into these c a te g o r ie s ,

such as the Rev. James M c T e a r  who instead o f invo lv ing  h im se lf

in the m in is try  of the R e l ie f  C h u rc h ,  to which he was o rd a in e d ,
2

spent his l i fe  as a te a c h e r  of E n g lis h  . N oth ing much is known of 

R ev. P e t e r  McOwan who does not seem to have e v e r  been a 

p ra c t is in g  m in is te r  in G la s g o w .

O th e rs  l ik e  R ev . G e o rg e  J e f f re y  f i t  into th re e  of the f iv e  

groups as a m in is te r ,  a v ic e  p re s id e n t  and an a c tiv e  committeeman. 

G e n e ra l ly  speak in g , h o w e v e r ,  the f iv e  groups a re  d is t in c t iv e  at 

least to the d e g re e  that one is ab le  to get a c le a r  idea as to th e ir  

m ake-up  and the m a k e -u p  of the S o c ie ty  as a whole.

D u r in g  the m ore  a c t iv e  y e a rs  of the G. E .  S . , between 1833  

and 1 8 5 4 , n ineteen men held  one of the fo u r  o f f ic e s  in the S o c ie ty

1 A  few of the m ore  prom inent p u b lic  m eetings to which a la rg e  
number of peo p le  w e r e  re p o r te d  to have attended took p lace  
on 23 S e p te m b e r  1 8 3 5 , 19 June 183 7 , 14 F e b r u a r y  1838 ,
15 O c to b e r  1 8 3 9 , 5 May 1 8 4 2 , 17 August 184 3 , 21 A p r i l  
1846 , 28 O c to b e r  1 8 4 6 , 1 6 N o vem b er 1852. S e e  G. E .  S .
M inute Books l - I V .

2 W. Innes A d d is o n , M a tr ic u la t io n  Album of the U n iv e r s i ty  of  
G lasgow  1728—1858 (G lasgow  1913) p. 241. H e r e a f te r  r e f e r r e d  
to as M. A . U . G. M c T e a r 's  o b itu a ry  can be found in the G lasgow  
C o u r ie r , 29 O c to b e r  1 846.



i . e .  P r e s id e n t ,  V ic e - P r e s id e n t ,  T r e a s u r e r  and S e c r e t a r y .

Throughout most of th is  p e r io d  R o b e rt  G raham e held the position

of P re s id e n t .  V ic e - P r e s id e n t s  included R evs . Hugh H eugh,

M ichael W i l l i s ,  W il l ia m  A n d e rs o n , G eorge  J e f f r e y ,  Ralph

W a rd la w ,  W il l ia m  K idston  and John D en n is to u n , James O s w a ld ,

A le x a n d e r  H a s t ie ,  Thom as G ra h a m e , W il l ia m  P aton  and Anthony

W igham . James Johnston b r ie f ly  held the o f f ic e  of T r e a s u r e r

a f te rw a rd s  assumed by James B eith  t i l l  his death in 1841. D r .

James Smeal fo r  one y e a r  he ld  the o ff ic e  of F o re ig n  S e c r e ta r y .

T h e  o f f ic e  of S e c r e ta r y  was held  by John M u r r a y ,  W il l ia m  Smeal
3

and A n d re w  P aton .

R o b e rt  G ra h a m e , the f i r s t  P re s id e n t  o f the G. E .  S .  was

appointed in 1833 and held  the o ff ice  until h is  death in 1851.

D u r in g  th is  p e r io d  G rah am e was undoubtedly one o f the most

resp ec ted  men in the c ity . B o rn  in G la s g o w  on S ep tem ber 19,

1759, he w as the second son of Thom as G ra h a m e  w r i t e r  and an

im portant c i t iz e n  of G lasgow . L ik e  h is  fa th e r  G raham e became

a w r i t e r  and w ith  the f i r m  of G raham e and M itche ll became one

of the most d is tin g u ish ed  in the c ity .  In 1833 he was unanim ously

e lected  L o r d  P ro v o s t  thus becoming the f i r s t  L o rd  P ro v o s t

e lec ted  a f te r  the R e fo rm  B i l l .  E a r l i e r  in h is  c a r e e r  he had

spoken out aga in s t the p a r t  p layed  by the governm ent during  the

A m e ric a n  R evo lu tio n  and in 1794 was one of the la w y e rs  fo r  the

defence of Thom as M u ir  and o th e r  p o l i t ic a l  p r is o n e rs .  Along

w ith  James O sw ald  he belonged to the F o x  C lub which consisted
4

of a ll the lead in g  r e fo rm e r s  o f the day. H e  was a lso  a member

3 G. E .  S .  Annual R e p o rts  1835-51

4 L o rd  P ro v o s ts  of G lasgow  from  1833 to 1 8 8 3 , (G lasgow  
1 883) pp. 8 ,  1 5 - 9 .
R o b e rt  R e id ,  G lasgow  P a s t  &  P re s e n t  (G lasgow  1884 
3 v o ls . ) I I ,  500. T h e  O ld  C ountry  Houses of the O ld  
G lasgow  G e n try  p. 260
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5
and P re s id e n t  of the G lasgow  R eform  A s s o c ia t io n . A long w ith  

s e v e ra l o th e r  m em bers of the G. E .  S . he w as a member of the  

" C l iq u e 11 a l ib e ra l  re fo rm  group that w as composed m ainly of old
Q

steady W h ig s  and p o l i t ic a l ly  v e ry  p o w e rfu l .  Not only was  

G raham e an a c t iv e  and zea lou s  r e fo rm e r  but he was a lso  a land

h o ld e r  w ith  c o n s id e ra b le  w ea lth . H e  had been an o r ig in a l p a r tn e r  

of C h a r le s  T e n n a n t &  Co. , had e x te n s iv e  holdings o f F o r th  and

C lyde  and U n ion Canal S to c k ,  and prom oted v a r io u s  lu c ra t iv e
7

m inera l r a i lw a y s .  G ra h a m e , u n lik e  the f ig u re h e a d  p re s id e n ts  

of many o th e r  s o c ie t ie s ,  a c tu a lly  took an a c t iv e  p a r t  in the running  

of the S o c ie ty  d u rin g  the e a r ly  y e a rs  of its  ex is ten ce . It was only  

because of h is  advanced y e a rs  and d e c lin in g  health  that he ceased  

being an a c t iv e  m em ber. Indeed he le ft  S c o tla n d  a lto g e th e r  and 

r e t i r e d  to F r a n c e  and la te r  to H atton H a l l ,  N o rth a m p to n s h ire  

w h e re  he d ied  in 1851.

R o b e rt  G ra h a m e 's  son Thom as w as in many re s p e c ts  s im ila r  

to his fa th e r .  H e  too w as a w r i t e r  and had jo in ed  h is  fa th e r 's  

f irm  and in fa c t  had taken his  fa th e r 's  p la c e  in the f irm  now ca lle d

5 R e p o rt  o f the P ro c e e d in g s  of the G lasgow  R eform  
A s s o c ia t io n  fo r  the Y e a r  1831 (G lasgow  1831) p. 1 7.
T h is  r e p o r t  is located  in the M itc h e ll  L i b r a r y ,  G lasgow .  
S ubsequent re fe re n c e  to m em bership in the assoc ia tio n  
r e f e r s  to this footnote. T h e  G lasgow  A rg u s  of 19 June  
1837 l is ts  the fo llo w in g  G. E . S . committeemen who w e re  
also m em bers  of the G lasgow  R e fo rm  A s s o c ia tio n  :

James B e ith  Jam es O sw ald
W a l te r  Buchanan W il l ia m  P aton
W a l te r  C r a ig  R o b e r t  S an derson
John F le m in g  D r .  James Smeal
John A . F u l le r t o n  J a m e s  T u r n e r
A le x a n d e r  G raham  John U r e
John M axw ell

6 John S t r a n g ,  G lasgow  and its  C lub s  (G lasgow  1864) p. 452

7 L o r d  P r o v o s ts  o f  G la s g o w , p. 21
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j M itche ll G rah am e &  M itc h e l l .  A s  h is  fa th e r  b e fo re  him he

became a member of the F a c u lty  of P r o c u r a to r s  in G lasgow  in 
81817. In 1842 he was appointed a V ic e - P r e s id e n t  of the G. E .  S .

though he n e v e r  assumed an a c t iv e  ro le  and seldom attended any

m eetings. In 1854 he was asked to be P re s id e n t  of the S o c ie ty
9

though he n e v e r  fo rm a l ly  accepted the o ff ice .

Among h is  o th e r  a c t iv i t ie s  he took a decided in te re s t  in the

total ab stinen ce  ( te e to ta le r )  movement. Th om as , who had m a rr ie d

Hannah F in la y ,  dau gh ter of K irkm a n  F in la y ,  was from  the highest

c lass  o f G lasgow  so c ie ty . H e ,  l ik e  his  fa th e r ,  was a l ib e ra l  W hig

though h is  in te re s t  and in f lu e n c e  on the G. E . S . can at best be

d e s c r ib e d  as s lig h t.

R ev . D r .  Hugh Heugh o f  the U n ite d  S ecess ion  Church was

appointed one of the o r ig in a l  V ic e - P r e s id e n t s  of the G. E . S . and

rem ained  so until the S o c ie ty  s p l i t  in 1841. B orn  in 1782 , he

was both a c t iv e  and res p e c te d  throughout the a re a .  B es ides

taking a lead in g  p a r t  in the publ ic  m eetings o f the G. E .  S .  he was

an a rd e n t w o r k e r  fo r  o th e r  p h ila n th ro p ic  causes such as the B ib le

and m is s io n a ry  s o c ie t ie s .  ^  and was S e c r e ta r y  of the G lasgow

V o lu n ta ry  C hurch  S o c ie ty .  ^  A s a m in is te r  at B la c k f r ia r s  on

Regent S t .  fro m  1821 until h is  death in 1846 he was reputed to
1 2be one of the most e f fe c t iv e  s p e a k e rs  of his day.

8 M. A . U . G. , p. 207

9 G. E .  S .  M inute  Book I V ,  15 N ovem ber 1854

10 A n d re w  A i r d ,  G lim pses  of O ld  G la s g o w , (G lasgow  1894) 
pp. 2 9 5 -8 .

11 R ic e ,  ,!T h e  S c o tt is h  F a c t o r  In T h e  F ig h t  A gainst A m e rican
S la v e r y 11 App. B.

12 A i r d ,  G lim p ses  o f O ld  G lasgow  pp. 2 9 5 -8
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Along w ith  Heugh a n o th e r  U n ite d  S e c e s s io n  C hurch

m in is te r  was appointed V ic e - P r e s id e n t  of the G. E .  S .  in 1836.

Born in 1768 the R e v . D r .  W i l l ia m  Kidston became one o f  the

most prom inent men in his chu rch . F ro m  1791 t i l l  1851 he held

the m in is try  at the Cam pbell S t .  C hurch  d u rin g  which time he

was a c t iv e ly  in te re s te d  in many assoc ia tio ns  fo r  the prom otion
1 3of re l ig io n  both at home and ab ro ad . H e was a member o f the

G lasgow  A u x i l ia r y  B ib le  S o c ie ty  as well as a S e c r e ta r y  of the

G lasgow  M is s io n a ry  S o c ie ty  and T r e a s u r e r  o f the A n d e rso n ia n  
14U n iv e r s i ty .  H e  p e rh a p s  reach ed  the p in n a c le  of h is  c a r e e r  

when in May of 1847 he w as e le c te d  M o d e ra to r  of the F i r s t  

Synod o f the U n ite d  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h . L ik e  Rev. Heugh he 

took l i t t le  in te re s t  in the com m ittee w o rk  of the G. E . S .  but was  

q u ite  a c t iv e  in its  p u b lic  m eetings. U n l ik e  H eugh , h o w e v e r ,  he 

rem ained  on as a V ic e - P r e s id e n t  until his death in 1852.

U ndoubted ly  the most eminent and w id e ly  known of the  

m in is te rs  who w e re  appointed V ic e - P r e s id e n t s  of the G. E .  S .  

was the R ev . D r .  R a lph  W a rd la w . B orn  in D a lk e ith  in 1779  

W a rd la w  became one of the most notab le  m in is te rs  in G lasgow  

w h ile  at the Independent G e o rg e  S t .  C hapel. H e re c e iv e d  an 

H o n o ra ry  D o c to ra te  o f  D iv in i ty  from  Y a le  U n iv e r s i ty  in 1818  

and was o ffe re d  p ro fe s s o rs h ip s  and p r in c ip a l  ships all o v e r

1 3 T h e  M em oria l C a ta lo g u e  of the O ld  G lasgow  E x h ib it io n

1 894 (G lasgow  1 894) p. 84.

14 G lasgow  C o u r i e r , 3 M arch  1835.
R ic e ,  " T h e  S c o tt is h  F a c t o r  In T h e  F ig h t  A g a in s t A m e r ic a n  
S la v e r y "  App. B. T h e  A n d erso n ian  U n iv e r s i ty  w as a 
r a th e r  l ib e ra l  school founded by P r o fe s s o r  John A n derson  
in 1796 as a p ro te s t  aga inst the p o l ic ie s  of the U n iv e r s i ty  
of G lasgow .
R e id ,  G lasgow  P a s t  6/ P r e s e n t I I ,  257.
G lasgow  A u x i l ia r y  B ib le  S o c ie ty  R e p o rt  1820-1  (G lasgow  
1821). T h e s e  R e p o rts  a r e  found in the U n iv e r s i ty  of 
G lasgow  L i b r a r y .
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1 5England . H e w ro te  ab ly  and e x te n s iv e ly  and betw een 181 1 and

1853 he was P r o fe s s o r  o f T h e o lo g y  in the C o ng regationa l D iv in i ty

H a l l .  Among h is  many p h ila n th ro p ic  a c t iv i t ie s  in the G lasgow  a re a

he w as a t ru s te e  of the A n d e rso n ia n  U n iv e r s i t y ,  P re s id e n t  of the

G lasgow  R e lig io u s  T r a c t  S o c ie ty  and P re s id e n t  of the G lasgow
1 6V o lu n ta ry  C h urch  S o c ie ty .  H e  w as a lso  the S e c r e ta r y  and the

le a d e r  o f  the G lasgow  A u x i l ia r y  B ib le  S o c ie ty  d u r in g  which p e r io d

a c o n tro v e rs y  b ro k e  out o v e r  the p o licy  of the L o n d o n  soc ie ty  of

d is t r ib u t in g  B ib le s  con ta in ing  the A p o c ryp h a . A long w ith  the

e n t ire  G lasgow  S o c ie ty  he s tro n g ly  d isap proved  of th is  p ra c t ic e

but u n lik e  most of the o th e rs  he fa v o u re d  a f f i l ia t io n  w ith  the London

S o c ie ty .  When the G lasgo w  S o c ie ty  voted to set up th e ir  own

independent s o c ie ty  W a rd la w  along w ith  the R evs . D ic k ,  M itc h e l l ,

K ids ton  and E w in g  le ft  to fo rm  a n o th er so c ie ty  a f f i l ia te d  w ith

London. P o l i t i c a l ly  he w as a s tead fas t W h ig  who took no action
1 7in p o l i t ic s  un less  the W h ig s  took the lead. W a rd la w  was 

p re s e n t  at the s ta r t  of the anti s la v e ry  movement in G lasgow  

in 1823 when the G lasgow  A n t i - S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  w as founded.

In 1833 when it w as changed into the G lasgow  Em ancipation  S o c ie ty  

he was one of the o r ig in a l V ic e - P r e s id e n t s .  H e re ta in e d  the  

o ff ic e  and was one of its  most a c t iv e  m em bers until he res ig ned  

in 1841 when the G. E .  S . was to rn  a p a r t  by in te rn a l d isputes brought

15 A i r d ,  G lim p ses  o f O ld  G lasgow  pp. 3 6 8 -7 2
J o sep h  I r v in g ,  T h e  Book of Em inent Scotsm en (P a is le y  
1881) pp. 540 -1

16 M. A . U . G. , p. 162
R ic e ,  " T h e  S c o tt is h  F a c to r  In T h e  F ig h t  A g a in s t A m e ric a n  
S l a v e r y " ,  App. B.

17 W i l l ia m  L in d s a y  A le x a n d e r ,  M em o irs  of the L i f e  and W r it in g s
of R a lph  W a rd la w  D D  (E d in b u rg h  1856) pp. 2 5 2 - 8 ,  297. 
Although d u r in g  h is  l i fe  W a rd la w  was v e ry  a c t iv e  in the  
a n t is la v e r y  movement in G lasgow  th e re  is l i t t le  in th is  
bio g rap h y  co n c e rn in g  his  in te re s t  o r  a c t iv i ty  in th is  f ie ld .



on by the G a rr is o n ia n s .  H e la te r  founded another m ore  m oderate

anti s la v e ry  so c ie ty  and rem ained  a c tiv e  in the movement until h is

death in 1 853. * ^

A n o th e r  im portan t and a c t iv e  m in is te r  who s e rv e d  as V i c e -

P re s id e n t  was the R ev . W il l ia m  A n d erso n . A n d e rs o n , a R e l ie f

C hurch  m in is te r ,  f i l le d  the p u lp it  o f the John S t .  C hurch  fo r

f i f ty - tw o  y e a rs .  H e took an a c t iv e  p a r t  in all the questions of

the day both p o l i t ic a l  and theo log ica l and c o n tr ib u ted  la rg e ly  and

e ffe c t iv e ly  to the cause of re fo rm . Some of h is  many a c t iv i t ie s

include p re a c h in g  fo r  C a th o lic  E m a n c ip a tio n , V o lu n ta ry is m , Repeal

of the C o rn  L a w s  and the cause o f the N o r th  in the A m e ric a n  C iv i l  
1 9W a r .  O th e r  in te re s ts  of h is  w e re  m em bership in the G lasgow

A u x i l ia r y  B ib le  S o c ie ty  and the G lasgow V o lu n ta ry  C h urch  S o c ie ty

and s e rv in g  as V ic e - P r e s id e n t  of the G lasgow  R e lig io u s  F r ie n d ly

S o c ie ty  w h ile  a ll the tim e being a leading m em ber o f the e a r ly

tem perance  movement. In 1850 G lasgow  U n iv e r s i ty  a w a rd ed  him
20an h o n o ra ry  I J - . D .  A n derso n  was in te re s te d  and a c t iv e  in the  

G. E .  S .  and often  s e rv e d  as cha irm an  in both the p u b lic  and 

com mittee m eetings. In 1841 he was appointed one of its  V i c e -  

P re s id e n ts  and held that o ff ic e  through 1851.

18 Ib id , p. 298
G eo rg e  S h e p p e rs o n , " H a r r ie t  B e e c h e r  S to w e  and S co tlan d  
1 8 5 2 -3 " ,  S c o tt is h  H is to r ic a l  R e v ie w , vo l.  32 (1 9 5 3 ) ,  4 3 -4 .

19 J. Logan A ik m a n , (ed. ) H is to r ic a l  N o tic e s  of the U n ite d
P r e s b y te r ia n  C h urch  in G lasgow  (G lasgow  1875) p. 58 
M em oirs  and P o r t r a i t s  of One H undred  G la s g o w  Men 1, 12

20 G lasgow  C o u r ie r , 3 M arch  1835.
R ic e ,  " T h e  S c o tt is h  F a c to r  In T h e  F ig h t  A g a in s t A m e ric a n  
S la v e r y "  App. B .
E d w a rd  M o r r i s ,  H is to r y  o f  the T em p e ra n c e  &  T ee to ta l  
S o c ie ty  (G lasgo w 1 855) p. 1 5.
A ik m a n , H is to r ic a l  N o t ic e s  of the U . P .  C hurch  p. 58
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T h e  R ev . M ichae l W i l l is  held  the o ff ic e  of V ic e - P r e s id e n t

from  1844 through 1851. B o rn  in 1799 he la te r  m a tr ic u la te d  at

the U n iv e r s i ty  of G lasgow  in 1 81 3 ,  re c e iv e d  h is  M. A . in 1817

and D . D . in 1839. H e  was a m in is te r  to the R e n fie ld  S t .

congregation  u n d er : 1) O r ig in a l  B u rg h e r  C h urch  1 8 2 1 -3 9 ,

2) C h u rc h  of S c o tla n d  1 8 3 9 -4 3 ,  3) F r e e  C h urch  of S co tla n d  1 8 4 3 -7 .

W i l l is  s e rv e d  as P r o fe s s o r  of Theo lo gy  to the B u rg h e r  Synod

from  1825 to 1839. In 1847 he e m ig ra te d  to Canada w h e re  he was

P r in c ip a l  of and P r o fe s s o r  of D iv in i ty  at Knox C o lle g e ,  T o ro n to

from  1847 to 1871. H e  rem ain ed  a staunch a b o lit io n is t  a f te r  h is

move to C anada and w h ile  th e re  he s e rv e d  as P re s id e n t  of the
21A nti S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  of Canada. D u r in g  the c o n tro v e rs y

between the a b o li t io n is ts  and the F r e e  C h u rc h  of S c o tlan d  in the

mid 1 8 4 0 fs W i l l i s  w as one o f the a r e a 's  most outspoken c le rg y  in

condemning the p o lic y  o f  the F r e e  C h u rch  in its  acceptance of

c o n tr ib u tio n s  from  S la v e h o ld in g  churches  of the A m e ric a n  South

even though he w as a m in is te r  of that K i r k .

A lthough he was only a p p o in te d  a V ic e - P r e s id e n t  o f the

G. E .  S .  in 1851 the R ev . G e o rg e  J e f f re y  o f the U n ite d  S ecess io n

C h u rc h , London Road had been a member o f the com m ittee s ince

1843 and had taken an a g g re s s iv e  p a r t  in the p u b lic  and com m ittee

m eetings in the campaign o f the G. E .  S .  aga in s t the F r e e  C h u rch .

He was a lso  one o f  the s ta lw a r ts  of the S o c ie ty  in its  dec lin ing

y e a rs  a f te r  1853 and was often  seen on the p la tfo rm  at its  pub lic  
22m eetings. H e  w as also noted fo r  being outspoken on the  

social o r  s e m i-p o l i t ic a l  questions of the day and came out s tro n g ly  

against the w a r  in the C r im e a . ^

21 M. A . U . G .  p. 271
A n n ie  H . A b le  and F r a n k  J. K l in g b e r g ,  A  S id e -L ig h t  on
A n g lo -A m e r ic a n  R e la t io n s ,  1 8 3 9 -1 8 5 7 .  F u rn is h e d  by the 
C o rre s p o n d e n c e  of L e w is  Tappan  and O th e rs  w ith the  
B r i t is h  and F o r e ig n  A n t? -S la v e ry  S o c ie ty  (L a n c a s te r ,  P a .  
1927) p. 261 , n. 242

22 G. E .  S .  M inute  Book I V ,  10 June 1 8 4 6 ,  18 F e b r u a r y  1851.

23 R o b e r t  S m all , H is to r y  of the C o n g reg a tio n s  of the U n ited
P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h  F ro m  1733 to 1 900 (E d in bu rg h  1 904~ 
2~vols. ) I I , 71. ----------------------------------



In 1841 John D ennis toun was appointed a V ic e - P r e s id e n t

of the G. E .  S .  having been an h o n o ra ry  m em ber s ince  1838. Son

of James D ennistoun the w ea lth y  G lasgow  b a n k e r ,  he was

associa ted  throughout his  l i fe  w ith  his b ro th e r  A le x a n d e r  in

J. &  A . D e n n is to u n , Cotton M e rc h a n ts ,  which had b ranch

o ffices  in L iv e r p o o l ,  N e w  O r le a n s ,  H a v re  de G r a c e ,  N e w  Y o r k ,

M e lb ou rn e  and London. Added to th is  he had his  own cotton

spinning f i r m  of John D ennistoun &  Co. and was one of the founders

of the la rg e  f la x  sp inn ing  c o n cern  of A le x a n d e r  F le t c h e r  &  Co.

at R o llo x . In 1 8 3 4 -5  he was B a il l ie  of P ro v a n  and in 1 8 3 6 -7
24he was a d i r e c to r  of the C ham ber of C om m erce. F i n a l l y ,  he  

was e lec ted  to re p re s e n t  the c ity  in P a r l ia m e n t  between 1837  

and 1847. It  is  not re c o rd e d  that Dennistoun e v e r  attended a 

committee m eeting of the G. E .  S .  but he was appointed as a d e le 

gate to both the W o r ld  A nti S la v e r y  C onventions of 1840 and 1843
25though he fa i le d  to a tten d  e i th e r .  D u r in g  pub lic  m eetings he 

was o c c a s io n a lly  on the p la tfo rm  and con tr ibu ted  h is  eminence  

i f  not h is  p ra c t ic a l  le a d e rs h ip  to the S o c ie ty .

24 G lasgow  P o s t O ff ic e  D i r e c t o r y  1 8 3 4 -7 .  H e r e a f te r  th is  
d ir e c to r y  w il l  be r e f e r r e d  to as G. P t O . D .
T e v io td a le ,  "G lasg o w  P a r l ia m e n ta ry  C onstituency"
p. 64.
M e m o irs  and P o r t r a i t s  of One H undred  G lasgow  Men I 
100- 2 .

25 Rhodes House L i b r a r y ,  B r i t is h  And F o re ig n  Anti 
S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  P a p e r s ,  M. S .  S . B r .  Em p. S 1 8. C 9 /3 0  
John M u r ra y  to J . H . T r e d g o ld ,  3 June 1 8 40 , M. S . S .  B r .  
Emp. S 1 8 . C 2 1 / 1 0 8 ,  W il l ia m  Sm eal to John S c o b le ,  7 June 
1843. T h e s e  p a p e rs  along w ith  the M inute  Books of the 
B r i t is h  and F o re ig n  A nti S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  a re  located in 
the Rhodes H ouse L i b r a r y ,  O x fo rd  and w il l  h e re a f te r  be 
r e f e r r e d  to as B . F . A .  S . S .  P a p e rs  and B. F .  A . S . S .  
M inute Books.
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Although he was tw e n ty - fo u r  y e a rs  o ld e r  than D e n n is to u n ,

James O sw ald  was qu ite  s im i la r  in many resp ec ts . H e  too was a

cotton y a rn  m erchant and a s s o c ia te d  w ith  the f irm  of O sw ald

Stevenson &  Co. M o re o v e r  he too was an MP fo r  G lasgow  and

s e rv e d  from  the f i r s t  R e fo rm  P a r l ia m e n t  in 1833 until 1837 and

again from  1839 until 1841. H e  was a le a d e r  of the W hig o r

R e fo rm e r  p a r t y  and a m em ber of the ’'C l iq u e 11 and the F o x  C lub .

On G eorge  IV 's  v is i t  to E d in b u rg h , O sw ald  commanded the G lasgow  
26L ig h t H o rs e .  Coming fro m  an old and res p ec ted  G lasgow  fa m ily ,

O sw ald  was well known and l ik e d  in the a re a .  P e t e r  M a ck e n z ie

states of him in h is  book R e m in iscen ces  of G lasgow  "H e  w as

esteemed to be a man of the g re a te s t  p ro b ity  and fin es t senSe of

honour. H is  v e ry  name w as a p a s s p o rt  to f i r s t  ra te  so c ie ty  in
27G lasgow  o r  out of it o r  indeed w h e r e v e r  he went. " A f te r  h is  

death in 1853 some o f h is  f r ie n d s  e re c te d  a s tatue  o f him w hich s t i l l  

stands in G e o rg e  S q u a re .  A s w ith  D en n is to u n , O sw ald  n e v e r  

attended a com m ittee m eeting and r a r e ly  did he attend the pub lic  

ones. H is  c o n tr ib u tio n  to the S o c ie ty  was m ain ly in having his  

prom inent name as one of the G. E .  S .  V ic e -P r e s id e n ts .  H e
28s e rv e d  in th is  cap a c ity  betw een  1841 and 1853 when he died. 

H o w e v e r  s e rv in g  in h is  c a p a c ity  as M P fo r  G lasgow  he did p re s e n t  

a number o f p e t it io n s  to P a r l ia m e n t  on beh a lf  o f the S o c ie ty  and 

w il l in g ly  supported v a r io u s  causes proposed by it.

26  M. A . U . G. p. 173
S t r a n g ,  G lasgo w  and its  C lubs p. 452

27 P e t e r  M a c k e n z ie ,  R em in iscences  of G lasgow  and the W est
of S c o tla n d  (G lasgow  1868 2 vo ls . ) I ,  636.

28 G. E .  S .  Annual R e p o r ts  1841-51
M. A . U . G. , p. 173
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A le x a n d e r  H a s t ie  was ano th er of the p o l i t ic a l ly  pow erfu l

that s e rv e d  as V ic e - P r e s id e n t s  of the G. E .  S .  a lb e it  only b r ie f ly .

Born in 1805 of R o b e r t  H a s t ie  the founder of the w ell known

m e rc a n t i le  house of R o b e r t  H a s t ie  &  Co. , he w as at an e a r ly

age re q u ire d  to take  o v e r  the fam ily  business. H e  g ra d u a lly

became m ore and m o re  p o l i t ic a l ly  and s o c ia lly  ac tiv e . H e

s e rv e d  as a m anager of the G lasgow  Royal In f i r m a r y ,  a m em ber

of the com m ittee fo r  R iv e r  C ly d e  & H a rb o u r  of G la s g o w , a

c o u n c il lo r  fo r  the 1st W a rd  betw een 1840 and 1 8 4 6 , a d i r e c to r  of

the C ham ber of C o m m e rc e , d i r e c to r  o f  the T o w ns H o s p ita l ,  and

d ir e c to r  o f  S t i r l in g 's  L i b r a r y .  In 1846 he w as e lec ted  L o r d

P ro v o s t  o f the C ity  thus becoming the f i r s t  D is s e n te r  to a tta in  that

o ff ice . F i n a l l y ,  in 1848 he was e lec ted  MP fo r  the c i ty ,  a po s itio n
29he held  until 1857. A s  a m em ber of the U n ite d  P r e s b y te r ia n

C h u rc h , H a s t ie  was also the f i r s t  D is s e n te r  to s it  in the House of

Commons f o r  G lasgow . H a s t ie  was typical of the "new " L ib e r a ls

who ro s e  to po w e r in the la t t e r  h a lf  of the 1 8 4 0 's . T h ese  "n ew "

men had come to G lasgo w  and taken advantage of the enorm ous

com m ercia l and in d u s tr ia l  success of the a re a  and because o f

th e ir  a b i l i ty  and w ea lth  had , by 1850 , th ru s t as id e  the old

" B u rg h e r  A r is to c r a c y "  and assumed the p o li t ic a l  le a d e rs h ip  of  
30the c ity .  Though h is  p o l i t ic s  w e re  l ib e ra l  and he a tta ined  a 

p o s itio n  o f p rom inence  and p o w e r  he was a member o f n e ith e r  

the " C l iq u e "  nor the G lasgow  R eform  A s s o c ia t io n  ind ica tin g  that

29 G . P . O .  D . 1 8 4 0 -6
L o r d  P ro v o s ts  of G la s g o w  pp. 1 0 2 -6

30 T e v io td a le ,  "G la s g o w  P a r i ia m e n ta ry  C o nstitu en cy"  
p p . 1 9 4 -8 .
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by the la t t e r  p a r t  o f the 1 8 4 0 's  these two groups had lost much of

th e ir  in f lu e n c e  and im p ortance . U n lik e  D ennistoun and O s w a ld ,

H a s t ie  p layed  an a c tiv e  ro le  in the m eetings of the G. H . S .  and as

e a r ly  as 1843 s e rv e d  as cha irm an f o r  the N in th  Annual M eeting .

A gain  in 1 8 4 4 ,  1851 and 1860 he took the c h a ir  at pu b lic  m eetings
31and a c t iv e ly  p a r t ic ip a te d .

Anthony W igham  came from  a Q u a k e r  fam ily  o r ig in a l ly  from

the N o rth  C o u n try  that moved to S c o tlan d  in the e ighteenth  c e n tu ry .

He was the cousin o f John Wigham whose w ife  Jane (s is te r  of

W il l ia m  S m e a l)  and dau gh ter w e re  le a d e rs  of the ra d ic a l  E d in b u rg h

L a d ie s  E m anc ip a tio n  S o c ie ty .  L ik e  many of the o th e r  m em bers he

w as a m em ber o f the G lasgow  A u x i l ia r y  B ib le  S o c ie ty .  In 1835 he

moved to A b e rd e e n  w h e re  he becam e a leading m em ber of the

a n t is la v e ry  movement. W igham was one of the o r ig in a l  V i c e -

P r e s id e n ts  and rem ained  as one until 1841 when he re s ig n e d  in

the d ispute  c re a te d  by the A m e ric a n  G a r r is o n ia n  a b o lit io n is t

John C o l l in s .  F ro m  his a c t iv ity  in A b e rd ee n  it is most l ik e ly  he
32was a w h o le s a le  iro nm on ger.

W i l l ia m  Ffcton, who was w ell known in the c ity  fo r  h is  

re l ig io u s  and p h i la n th ro p ic  w o r k ,  w as a W est Ind ia  m erchant.

In the 1 8 3 0 fs he was appointed a D i r e c t o r  of the C ham ber of  

Com m erce as w ell as being a m em ber of the G lasgow  R eform  

A s s o c ia t io n . L a t e r  in the 4 0 's  he s e rv e d  as C ly d e  C o m m iss io n e r ,  

B r id g e  C o m m iss io n er and C o m m is s io n e r  f o r  A ssessed  T a x e s  fo r  

G lasgow . ^

31 G. E .  S . Annual R e p o r t  1843.
G. E .  S .  M inute  Books IN ,  I V ,  14 M arch  1844 , 1 August  
1843 , 6 J a n u a ry  1851 , 8 M arch  1860.

32 G lasgo w  A u x i l ia r y  B ib le  S o c ie ty  R e p o rts  1813-21
R ic e ,  " T h e  S c o tt is h  F a c to r  In T h e  F ig h t  A ga ins t A m e ric a n  
S la v e r y "  p p . 4 5 - 6 ,  6 4 -5 .
C . Duncan R ic e ,  "A b o li t io n is ts  and abo lit io n ism  in A b e rd e e n :  
a test case f o r  the n in e te e n th -c e n tu ry  a n t i -s la v e r y  movement"  
N o r th e r n  S c o tla n d  v o l . 1 (1 972) 7 0 -1 .

33 G,t P .  O . D . 1 8 3 3 -4 9
R e p o rt  o f the P ro c e e d in g s  of the G lasgow  R efo rm  A ss o c ia t io n
fo r  the Y e a r  1 831 p . 1 7
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B etw een  1836 and 1841 P a to n  was one of the most ac tiv e

m em bers of the G . E .  S .  and w as appointed V ic e - P r e s id e n t  in

1840. T h is  was only one y e a r  b e fo re  he w as to re s ig n  and become
34the le a d e r  o f the anti G a r r is o n ia n  a b o li t io n is ts  in G lasgow.

L i t t l e  is  known about W il l ia m  S m e a l!s r a th e r  obscure

r e la t iv e  Jam es Sm eal except that he was a p h ys ic ian  and l ik e

W i l l ia m ,  an a c t iv e  Q u a k e r .  H is  te n u re  w ith  the G. E . S .  as F o re ig n

S e c r e ta r y  was sh o rt and he attended fe w  m eetings. L ik e  the o th e rs

in the S o c ie ty  h is  p o l i t ic s  w e re  l ib e ra l  as ev idenced by his
35m em bership in the G lasgow  R eform  A s s o c ia t io n .

James Johnston , who fo r  th re e  y e a rs  s e rv e d  as t r e a s u r e r

fo r  the G . E .  S .  , was a m erchant a s s o c ia ted  w ith  James Johnston

&  Son w h o le s a le  c a rp e t  and woollen com m iss ion  w arehousem en.

L ik e  o th e rs  in the S o c ie ty  he w as a committeeman of the G lasgow

V o lu n ta ry  C h u rc h  S o c ie ty .  In 1836 he moved to U p p e r  Canada

w h e re  he rem a in e d  an h o n o ra ry  member of the S o c ie ty  and w h e re
36he was re s p o n s ib le  f o r  the founding of an anti s la v e ry  so c ie ty .

A f te r  August 1839 he em ig ra te d  to A uburn N e w  Y o r k  and la te r  

(1 8 4 1 -2 )  to F ram m ingham  M assachusetts .

34 G . E .  S .  M in u te  Book I I I ,  30 Ju ly  1841
H a r r i e t  B e e c h e r  S to w e ,  Sunny M e m o rie s  of F o re ig n  Lan ds
(London 1854) 2 vo ls . ) I ,  52.

35 R e p o r t  o f the P ro c e e d in g s  of the G lasgow  R eform  A sso c ia tio n
fo r  the Y e a r  1831 p . 1 7

36 G . P . O . P . 1 8 3 4 -5
R ic e ,  " T h e  S c o tt is h  F a c to r  In T h e  F ig h t  A gainst A m e rican  
S l a v e r y "  App. B .
G. E .  S . Annual R e p o rt  1 837 p. 48
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A n d re w  P a to n ,  a com m ission m e rc h a n t,  assumed the o f f ic e

of S e c r e ta r y  a f te r  the death o f  John M u r ra y  in 1849. P r i o r  to

that he had been v e ry  a c t iv e  in both the com m ittee and pub lic

m eetings. A s  a c lo s e  f r ie n d  o f W il l ia m  S m e a l , one of the o th e r

s e c r e t a r ie s ,  he took a lead in g  ro le  in the G . E . S .  from  the tim e

that he jo in e d  in 1841 until its  f in a l m eeting in 1876.

F a c ts  s u rro u n d in g  the l i fe  of John M u r r a y ,  one of the

s e c r e ta r ie s  o f  the G. E .  S .  and w ith  W il l ia m  Sm eal and G eorge

Thompson its  most im portan t f ig u r e ,  a r e  v e r y  o b s c u re . It is

known that he spent ten y e a rs  in the W est Ind ies  and upon his

r e tu rn  spent a g re a t  deal of tim e w o rk in g  f o r  the abo lit io n  of 
37s la v e ry .  H is  a c t iv i ty  in the anti s la v e ry  cause goes back as

f a r  as the founding o f the G lasgow  A nti S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  in 1823

in which he s e rv e d  as one of the c o -s e c r e t a r ie s  w ith  W il l ia m

S m eal. M u r r a y ,a  customs c o l le c to r ,  from  B o w lin g  B a y ,  was a mem ber

of the R e l ie f  C h u rch  and the S e c r e ta r y  of the G lasgow  V o lu n ta ry

C h urch  S o c ie ty .  H e  r a r e ly  m issed e i th e r  a com m ittee o r  p u b lic

m eeting of the G. E .  S .  and took a lead ing  p a r t  in shaping the

ra d ic a l G a r r is o n ia n  p o lic ie s  of the S o c ie ty .  H e  was by no

means a w e a lth y  man and upon his death in 1849 his  be long ings ,

va lued at on ly  £ 8 0 ,  w e r e  empounded pending the settlem ent o f  a
38debt owed to the Canal Company.

37 Ib id . 1851 , pp. 6 - 7

38 S c o tt is h  R e c o rd  O f f ic e ,  D um barton C om m issary  R ecord
V I  1 8 4 9 -5 2 ,  S C 6 5 / 3 4 / 6  pp. 4 2 4 -5 .
R ic e ,  " T h e  S c o tt is h  F a c to r  In T h e  F ig h t  A g a in s t A m erican  
S la v e r y "  p. 45 .
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T h e re  is no doubt that the s in g le  most pow erfu l fo rc e  in

the ex is tence  of the G. E .  S . w a s  its  re c o rd in g  S e c r e ta r y  W il l ia m

Sm eal. S m e a l,  who was a p ro s p e ro u s  g ro c e r  and tea d e a le r ,  was

also a zea lou s  r e fo r m e r  and took an a c tiv e  p a r t  in the tem perance

and peace movements and the w o rk  to w a rd  the abolishm ent of capita l

punishment. H e  a lso  supported  the repea l of the C o rn  L a w s  and

a national system of education. F o r  m ore  than f i f ty  y e a rs  he held

the o ff ic e  of C le r k  to the P r e p a r a t iv e  M e e tin g , the T w o  Month

M eetin g , and the G enera l M eeting  of the S o c ie ty  of F r ie n d s .  In

1840 he was acknow ledged as one of the m in is te rs  of the S o c ie ty

of F r ie n d s .  A s  e a r ly  as 1815 he was a member of the G lasgow

A u x i l ia r y  B ib le  S o c ie ty .  F ro m  1864 to 1867 he was the S e c r e ta r y

and T r e a s u r e r  of the G lasgow  F re e d m a n 's  A id  S o c ie ty .  W ith

b ro th e r  R o b e rt  he w as the founder and c o -e d i to r  of the Q u a k e r

monthly T h e  B r i t is h  F r ie n d .  Smeal was deeply in te re s te d  in p o l i t ic s
39and a l i fe  long member o f the L ib e r a l  p a r ty .  W ith  a man so busy

in so many re fo rm  movements it is easy to understand why he was
40well known and res p e c te d  in the E a s t  end of G lasgow .

A s R e c o rd in g  S e c r e ta r y  o f the G. E .  S .  from  its  inception  

until its final m eeting in 1 8 76 , Sm eal n e v e r  missed any kind of 

meeting and was la rg e ly  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  the rad ic a l G a rr is o n ia n  

p o lic ie s  that the S o c ie ty  fo llo w e d . Th ro ug h  sh eer fo rc e  o f  e n e rg y ,  

d r iv e ,  and , as  w il l  be shown, some r a th e r  dubious p r a c t ic e s ,  he

39 B io g ra p h ic a l C a ta logue  -  being an account of the l iv e s  of the  
F r ie n d s  and o th e rs  whose P o r t r a i t s  a re  in the London F r ie n d s  
In s t itu te  (London 1888). pp. 6 3 2 -4 .  T h e  B iog rap h ica l  
C ata logue is located  in the F r ie n d s  H o u se , London. F o r  
S m e a l's  o b itu a ry  see G lasgow  H e r a l d , 22 A u gu st, 1877.

40 A i r d ,  G lim p ses  of O ld  G lasgow  pp. 4 4 3 -4 .
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and a small c o te r ie  o f fe llo w  ra d ic a ls  managed to impose p o lic ie s

on the S o c ie ty  w hich in 1841 led a s ig n ifican t p o rt io n  to break  away

and form  an o th e r  m ore m oderate  society .

T h e  S m e a l 's  l ik e  the W ig h a m 's , had come from  the N o rth

C o u n try . H is  fa th e r  had been a member of the C hurch  of S co tland

as a youth but had le f t  and jo ined  the se c e d e rs  and subsequently

became connected w ith  the Independents and B a p tis ts . In 1801

he jo in ed  the Q u a k e rs  in E d inb urgh  and from  th e re  came to G lasgow
41

w h e re  he becam e a g ro c e r  and tea m erchant.

A f te r  the d e p a r tu re  o f  James Johnston, James B eith  held the
42off ice  o f T r e a s u r e r  until h is  death in 1840. B e ith  was a manu

fa c tu r e r  asso c ia ted  w ith  the Company of T h o rb u rn  &  B e ith  and was  

quite a c tiv e  in both c iv ic  and re l ig io u s  a f fa irs .  He w as appointed

a D i r e c t o r  of the To w ns H ospita l in 1833 and s e rv e d  as a c o u n c il lo r
43fo r  the T h i r d  D is t r ic t  the same y e a r .  T y p ic a l ly  he was a member

of the G lasgow  V o lu n ta ry  C h urch  S o c ie ty  and the G lasgow  R eform  
44A s s o c ia t io n . H e w as also one of the more zea lou s  members of the  

G. E .  S .  tak in g  an a c t iv e  p a r t  in both the p u b lic  and committee  

m eetings.

T h u s ,  n in e teen  men at one time o r  ano ther he ld  o ff ic e  In the  

G. E . S .  F iv e  of the s ix  m in is te rs  w e re  D is s e n te rs  and the s ix th ,  

Rev. W i l l i s ,  as has been pointed ou t, even tu a lly  le ft  the

41 T h e  Annual M o n ito r  and Memorandum Book No. 26 (Y o rk  1838) 
pp. 1 3 7 -8 .  T h e  Annual M on ito r  and Memorandum Books a re  
located  in the F r ie n d s  H o u s e , London.

42 G. E .  S .  Annual R e p o rt  1841 , p. 9

43 G . P . O . D . 1 8 3 3 -4

44 R ic e ,  " T h e  S c o tt is h  F a c to r  In T h e  F ig h t  A ga ins t A m e ric a n
S la v e r y "  App. B.
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E s ta b lis h e d  C hurch  and jo in e d  the F r e e  C h u rch . T h is  is typical

of the re s t  of the c le rg y  in the S o c ie ty  in that th e re  w e re  but fo u r

of th i r ty -o n e  m in is te rs  a f f i l ia te d  w ith  the Church o f S co tland . One

of th ese , the Rev. P a t r ic k  B r e w a t e r ,  can h a rd ly  be sa id  to have

been re p re s e n ta t iv e  o f the E s tab lish m en t as he was an out and out 
45ra d ic a l .  T h is  lack  o f  p a r t ic ip a t io n  on the p a r t  of the E s ta b lis h ed  

Church is due to its  c o n s e rv a t iv e  stance con cern ing  m atte rs  of 

re fo rm  and as has been shown the le a d e rs  o f the G. E . S .  w e re  

zea lous  re fo rm e r s .  W a r d la w ,  H eu gh , K idston and A nderson  w e re  

some o f the most outstand ing  m in is te rs  in G lasgow  and th e ir  

p r in c ip le s  o f re fo rm  w e re  undoubtedly w ell known. Couple th is  

with the antagonism  between the D is sen tin g  and the E s ta b lis h e d  

Church and it  is not d i f f ic u lt  to understand  the la c k  of p a r t ic ip a t io n  

by the C h u rc h  of S c o tla n d . O f  equa l im portance it should be pointed  

out that the m in is te rs  of the E s ta b lis h e d  C h urch  had much m ore  

im portant and in tim ate  m a tte rs  co n cern ing  them such as the prob lem  

of C hurch E x te n s io n  in the 3 0 's  and the Ten  Y e a r s  C o n flic t  between  

1834 and 1843.

T h ir te e n  of the o f f ic e h o ld e rs  w e r e la y m e n  and among them

some fro m  the v e ry  u p p er c ru s t of G la s g o w  S o c ie ty .  O f the

th ir te e n ,  s ix  w e re  m e rc h a n ts , two w e re  m a n u fa c tu re rs ,  two

w r i t e r s ,  one d o c to r ,  one customs o f f ic e r  and a tea d e a le r .  T h r e e

of these men s e rv e d  in P a r l ia m e n t  w h ile  two w e re  L o r d  P ro v o s ts

of G lasgow . N in e  o f the th ir te e n  w e re  d e f in ite ly  not m em bers of
46the C h urch  of S co tlan d . H o w e v e r ,  ow ing to the pow erfu l pos ition

45 H a ro ld  U n derw o od  F a u lk n e r  , C h a rt is m  and the C hurches  
(London 1 9 7 0 ) p p . 1 0 7 -9
L e s l ie  C. W r ig h t ,  S c o tt is h  C h a rt is m  (E d in bu rg h  1953) pp. 27, 
4 6 -7 .

46  T h o s e  d e f in ite ly  not members o f  the C hurch  o f  S c o tlan d  w e re  
W il l ia m  P . P a to n ,  James Johnston, Anthony W igham , James  
B e ith ,  James S m e a l ,  W il l ia m  S m e a l,  John M u r r a y ,  A le x a n d e r  
H a s t ie ,  and A n d re w  P aton .
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held by the C h u rc h  o f S c o tla n d  in the upper c lass  society  of

G la sg o w , men o f  the s ta tu re  of R o b e rt  and Thom as G ra h a m e ,

James O sw ald  and John D en n is to un  w e re  most c e r ta in ly  members

of the E s ta b l is h e d  C hurch .

T h u s  num bered among the o f f ic e h o ld e rs  th e re  was the cream

of both the re l ig io u s  and lay s o c ie t ie s .  T h is  was by no means

unusual as p h ila n th o p ic  s o c ie t ie s  all o v e r  B r i ta in  had almost an

obsession w ith  appoin ting  the famous and im portan t to at least

nom inally  head th e ir  o rg a n iz a t io n s . T h is  was no doubt to lend a

c e r ta in  a u ra  o f res p e c ta b il  ity  and s ta tu re  and p resum ably  m ore
47

w eight in seek ing  th e ir  ends.

Betw een 1834 and 1851 tw e n ty - f iv e  m em bers of the c i ty 's

c le rg y  w e re  l is te d  as com mitteem en. In fac t any member of the

c le rg y  who s u b s c rib e d  to the S o c ie ty  w a s ,  at least in th e o ry ,
48au to m a tic a lly  l is te d  as being a member of the com mittee.

Counting the s ix  m in is te rs  who w e re  o ff ic e h o ld e rs  th e re  w e re  

th i r ty -o n e  c le rg ym en  who s e rv e d  at one tim e o r  ano th er in the  

G. E .  S .  Som e l ik e  the R evs. James M c T e a r  and W il l ia m  A nderson  

took v e ry  a c t iv e  r o le s  w h ile  o th e rs  such as John E d w a rd s  and 

James P a te rs o n  so f a r  as is re c o rd e d ,  n e v e r  attended a s ing le  

m eeting. F i f te e n  o f these m in is te rs  could be said to have taken  

an a c t iv e  r o le  d u rin g  the p e r io d  of th e ir  m em bership w h ile  s ix teen  

r a r e ly  showed any in te re s t .

T h e  f if te e n  m in is te rs  who w e re  a c t iv e ly  invo lved in the 

com m ittee m eetings  can be b ro ken  down into fo u r  c a te g o r ie s .

47 B ro w n ,  F a t h e r s  of the V ic to r ia n s  pp. 3 4 3 -6 0

48 G. E .  S .  Annual R e p o rt  1 8 3 5 , p. 3.
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T h e  f i r s t  group w as made up o f those m in is te rs  of the U n ited

Secess ion  and R e l ie f  C h u rc h e s  w hich la te r  combined into the

U n ite d  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h . T h is  group included Revs. A n d e rs o n ,

H eugh, J e f f re y  and K ids ton  (see  p p .36 , 3 7 ,  3 9 , 40) as w ell as R evs.

A le x a n d e r ,  H a r v e y ,  D a v id  K ing  and John E a d ie .  O f  these las t

th re e  perhap s  E a d ie  w as the most notab le . F ro m  1835 he was the

p a s to r  o f the C am b rid g e  S t .  C h u rc h  and g re w  to be w ell l iked

and highly re s p e c te d  throughout the community. S o c ia l ly  h is
49

p e e rs  w e re  of the h ighest ra n k .  H is  B ib lic a l  com m entaries  

w e re  wel I known and T h e  B a il 1 ie  goes so f a r  as to say " D r .  E a d ie  

has won la s tin g  fame as a B ib l ic a l  c r i t i c  and com m entator. H is  

w o rk s  have a tta in ed  the d ig n ity  of 's ta n d a rd ' and won fo r  th e ir  

author a d is ting u ish ed  p la c e  among l i t e r a r y  churchm en. H is  fame
50

is not S c o tt is h  m e re ly  l ik e  that of so many of o u r  noted m in is te rs " .

Rev. K in g , who m in is te re d  at the N o rth  A lb io n  S t .  C h u rc h , was one

of the founders  of the E v a n g e lic a l  A l l ia n c e  in 1846. A long w ith

W a r d la w ,  H eu g h , A n d e rs o n , and H a r v e y ,  he took p a r t  in the
51V o lu n ta ry  movement. R ev . H a rv e y  of C a lton  was w ell known

fo r  his re fo rm  b e l ie fs  and on ly  too w i l l in g  to speak up in p u b lic

concern ing  them . H e  spoke up in fa v o u r  of V o lu n ta ry is m ,
52C h a r t is m , U n iv e rs a l  S u f f ra g e  and opposed S o c ia l is m . Both

King and H a rv e y  w e re  Com m itteem en of the G lasgow  A u x i l ia r y  B ib le
0  . . 53Soci ety.

49 A i r d ,  G lim p ses  o f O ld  G lasgow  pp. 2 8 2 -5  
T h e  BaTTUe, 20 May 1874
M em oirs  and P o r t r a i t s  of One H undred  G lasgow  Men 1 , 1 1  3 -4

50 T h e  B a f l l i e , 20 May 1874

51 A i r d ,  G lim p ses  o f O ld  G lasgow  pp. 306-1 1

52 A ik m a n , H is to r ic a l  N o tic e s  o f the U . P .  C h urch  pp. 8 9 -9 0
A le x a n d e r  W i ls o n ,  T h e  C h a r t is t  Movement in Sco tland  
(M an ch es te r  1 970) p. 147.

53 A le x a n d e r ,  M e m o irs  of the L i f e  and W r it in g s  of Ralph
W a rd la w  D . D . pp. 2 5 2 -8
Glasgow  C o u r ie r ,  3 M arch  1835.
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T h e  second c a te g o ry ,  made up of m in is te r s  of the

Independent C h u rc h , inc ludes  the R e vs . F e r g u s  F e rg u s o n ,

Thom as P u l l a r ,  G eo rg e  Rose and o f c o u rs e ,  Ralph W a rd la w .

E xcep t fo r  W a r d la w ,  F e rg u s o n  was the most im portan t in th is

group. He took h is  B. A . and M. A . at the U n iv e r s i ty  of G lasgow

in 1845 and 1858 re s p e c t iv e ly  and re c e iv e d  h is  D . D . from  the
54U n iv e r s i ty  of L e b a n o n , T e n n e s s e e  in 1875. Both F e rg u s o n

and P u l la r  w e re  a c t iv e  in the tem p erance  movement. L i t t l e  o r

nothing is known c o n cern in g  the a c t iv i t ie s  o f  R ose  except that

he was the m in is te r  of the Independent P r im i t iv e  M ethodist

Church at the W a te r lo o  V e te r a n  Chapel , S u ffo lk  S t r e e t .

T h e re  w e re  th re e  m em bers of the C h u rch  o f  S c o tlan d  that

can be c o n s id ered  a c t iv e  though fo r  qu ite  d i f fe re n t  reaso n s . R ev.

John Duncan of the Duke S t .  Chapel o f  E a s e  w as one of the m ore

colourfu l m in is te rs  of the day. Duncan held  the Sabbath

L e c tu re s h ip  in G lasgow  betw een 1831 and 1841 when he was

appointed as a m is s io n a ry  to the C ontinenta l Jew s in H u ng ary .

L a t e r ,  in 1 8 4 3 , he jo in ed  the F r e e  C h urch  and was im m ediately

appointed as P r o fe s s o r  o f H e b re w  at N e w  C o l le g e ,  E d in b u rg h .

H is  b r i l l ia n c e ,  c h i ld l ik e  s im p lic ity  and lu d ic ro u s  absentm indedness

made him one o f  the most lo v a b le  and re s p e c te d  m in is te rs  of the day.

He was d e s c r ib e d  as nh a lf  anc ien t m a r in e r  and h a lf  w an d erin g

J e w , and w h o lly  a being of an o th e r  sp h e re  w ith  h is  long beard  and

f lo w ing  s k i r t s ,  h is  l i f te d  f in g e r  and g l i t te r in g  e y e s ,  his a rc h a ic
55language and sup ra -m u nd ane  th ink ing. 11 Duncan took an a c tiv e  

in te re s t  in the w o rk  of the G. E .  S . w h ile  he I ived In G lasgow  and 

was often in a ttendance at both the com m ittee and p u b lic  m eetings.

54 M. A . U . G .  p. 425

55 Fast? E c c le s ia e  S c o t ic a n a e , H . S c o tt  (e d ) ,  re v is e d  edition  
(E d inburgh  1 9 f5 )  vo l.  3 ,  4 2 5 -6
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T h e  Rev. P a t r i c k  B r e w s te r  of P a is le y  on the o th e r  hand n e v e r

as fa r  as is known attended a com m ittee meeting. H o w e v e r ,

B r e w s te r  p la y e d  a big p a r t  in s e v e ra l o f the la rg e  p u b lic  m eetings.

B r e w s te r  w as one of the fe w  men in the G. E . S .  who openly

espoused C h a rt is m  and indeed he w a s  fo r  a tim e one of the

le a d e rs  of th is  movement in S co tlan d . ^  H e was the most a c tiv e

m in is te r  in S c o tla n d  in the a re a  of re fo rm  and it would seem that

his e n t i re  p u b lic  l i fe  w as one continual succession of d isputes .

He loudly advocated f r e e  t r a d e ,  teeto ta l ism , repeal o f the C o rn

L a w s ,  a national system  of e d u c a tio n , C a th o lic  E m ancipation  and
57of cou rse  the C h a r te r .  B r e w s t e r 's  a tt itu d e  re g a rd in g  re fo rm  

co n tra s te d  s h a rp ly  w ith  the g re a t  m a jo r ity  o f h is  fe llo w  

E s ta b lis h m e n t m in is te rs  and he even found h im se lf rebuked by 

the e n t i re  P r e s b y te r y  of P a is le y  fo r  h is  a c t iv i t ie s  d u rin g  the v is i t  

of D an ie l O 'C o n n e ll  in 1835. T h e  fina l mem ber of th is  g rou p ,

Rev. M ichael W i l l i s  (see  page 40 ) is included in th is  group because  

he was a m in is te r  f i r s t  of the O r ig in a l  B u rg h e r  and then the 

E s ta b lis h e d  C h urch  when those two churches  m erged in 1839.

It must be r e m e m b e re d ,  h o w e v e r ,  that during  the p e r io d  that he 

w as most a c t iv e  in the S o c ie ty  between 1844 and 1847 he was a 

member of the F r e e  C hurch  w hich had broken away from  the C hurch  

of S co tlan d  in 1843.

T h e  fin a l group is m ore  of a c la s s if ic a t io n  than a group in

that it cons is ts  of ju s t  one m an, Rev. James M c T e a r .  M c T e a r  is

a man who r e a l ly  do esn 't  f i t  into any group w e ll .  A  n a t iv e  of  

I re la n d  and a m in is te r  of the R e l ie f  C hurch he spent his l i fe  as 

an E n g lis h  te a c h e r .  F o r  o v e r  th ir ty  y e a rs  few  men w e re  m ore

56 F a u lk n e r ,  C h a rt is m  and the C hurches  p. 18
W r ig h t ,  S c o tt is h  C h a r t is m  pp. 4 6 - 7 ,  49.

57 F a u lk n e r ,  C h a rt is m  and the C hurches  pp. 1 0 7 -9
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a c tive  on questions of national l ib e r ty  and p h ila n th ro p ic  causes .

As an e a r ly  a g i ta to r  fo r  the rep ea l of the C orn  L a w s  he w as put

in ja i l  fo r  s e v e ra l days on a c h a rg e  of sed it io n . H e  was one of
58only two even rem o te ly  p o l i t ic a l  te a c h e rs  of the day and one of

the most a c t iv e  m em bers of the G. E .  S .  fro m  its  beg inn ing until

his death in 1846.

O ne th ing  can be sa id  of the s ix te e n  n o n -a c t iv e  m in is te rs

of the S o c ie ty  and that is that they w e re  not only not a c t iv e  in

the G. E .  S .  but g e n e ra l ly  they w e re  not a c tiv e  in any o th e r

re fo rm  s o c ie t ie s .  T h is  is  not to say that they w e re  not capab le

o r  a c t iv e  men. T h e  Rev. W il l ia m  L in d s a y ,  a R e l ie f  M in is te r  at

D o v e h i l l ,  was a P r o fe s s o r  of D iv in i ty  in the Th e o lo g ic a l H a l ls  of

the R e l ie f  Synod and la te r  the U n ite d  P r e s b y te r ia n  Synod and in
591851 became M o d e ra to r  of the U n ite d  P r e s b y te r ia n  Synod.

A n o th e r  s c h o la r  was the Rev. James P a te rs o n .  P a te rs o n  taught 

both L o g ic  and R h e to r ic  in the G lasgow  C om m ercia l C o lle g e  and 

Theology f o r  the B a p tis t  U n ion o f S c o tlan d . Both P a te rs o n  and
60L in d s a y  w e re  re l ig io u s  le a d e rs  and s c h o la rs  r a th e r  than r e fo rm e rs .

O f the r e s t ,  l i t t le  can be sa id  of th e ir  p h i la n th ro p ic  a c t iv i t ie s .

T h e  Revs. John E d w a rd s ,  W il l ia m  A u ld  and G r e n v i l le  E w in g ,
61w e re  all com mitteem en of the G lasgow  A u x i l ia r y  B ib le  S o c ie ty .

58 M. A . U . G . p. 241
G lasgow  C o u r i e r , 29 O c to b e r  1846

59 M. A . U . G. p. 315

60 A i r d ,  G lim p ses  of O ld  G lasgow  pp. 3 1 2 -4 ,  3 3 7 -4 0

61 G lasg o w  C o u r ie r , 3 M a rc h  1835.
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E w in g  was m o re  exceptional than the o th e rs  and w as qu ite  w ell

known f o r  his t re a t is e s  on the m iss ions and volumes to prom ote

the cause o f education  besides w o rk in g  fo r  a scheme to con vert the
62n a tives  of Ind ia . L i t t l e  e ls e  is known about the o th e rs  and indeed  

l i t t le  e lse  is r e a l ly  im portan t as these w e re  members in name only  

and had no b e a r in g  on the p o lic y  o r  a c t iv i t ie s  o f the G. E .  S .

O f this group of s ix te e n  in a c t iv e  m in is te rs  f iv e  w e re  in the  

R e l ie f  and U n ite d  S e c e s s io n  C h u rc h e s ,  f iv e  w e re  Independent, two 

w e re  from  the C h u rch  of S c o tla n d  and one each from  the C o n g re 

gational is t  W e s le y n  M ethod ist and B ap tis t  C h urches . T h e  Rev. 

P e te r  McOwan was not l is te d  as e v e r  having been a p ra c t is in g  

m in is te r  in G lasgow . T h e  la rg e s t  re p re s e n ta t io n  in this g ro u p ,  

as in the a c t iv e  g ro u p , is the R e l ie f  and U n ite d  S e c e s s io n  C h urches  

fo llow ed  by the Independents and indeed the two groups a re  quite  

s im i la r .

When the c le rg y  a r e  taken as a w h o le , a few  s ign ific a n t

facts  stand out. T h e  c le rg y  w e r e  ove rw h e lm in g ly  of D issen tin g
63churches  num bering tw e n ty -s ix  of th ir ty .  O f th e s e , roughly  ha lf  

belonged to the U n ite d  S e c e s s io n  a n d  R e l ie f  C hurches  and another  

q u a r te r  to the Independent C h u rc h . T h is  in some d e g re e  is 

res p o n s ib le  fo r  the r a t h e r  l ib e ra l  outlook o f the G. E .  S . in its e a r ly  

y e a rs . T h is ,  h o w e v e r ,  can be v e ry  dece iv in g  as it w as many of 

these same men who in 18&1 upon r e a l is in g  that they could n e ith e r  

take o v e r  the S o c ie ty  nor e f fe c t iv e ly  r e s t r a in  the adoption o f  some 

r a th e r  ra d ic a l p o l i t ic s  w e re  to re s ig n  from  the S o c ie ty  and form  a 

new and m ore m o d e ra te  anti s la v e ry  g ro u p . T h e i r  l ib e ra l is m  was  

much l ik e  that o f  the p o l i t ic a l  le a d ersh ip  of G lasgow  at this time.

62 I r v in g ,  T h e  Book of Em inent Scotsm en p. 135

63 R ev . P e t e r  M cOw an is not included as nothing is known of 
him.
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Th at is to say they w e re  l ib e ra l  but by no means rad ica l and tended  

to be only m o d e ra te ly  l ib e r a l  as the c o n s e rv a t iv e s  tended to be only  

m odera te ly  c o n s e rv a t iv e .  But as E v a n g e lic a ls  they took a l iv e ly  

in te re s t  in the F o re ig n  M is s io n s  w hich n a tu ra l ly  lead to an in te re s t  in 

the s lave  t ra d e  and hence to the a n t is la v e ry  movement. H o w e v e r ,  

a n t is la v e ry  and v o lu n ta ry is m  w as a long way fro m  W om an's  R ights .  

T h e s e  c le rg y m e n , l ib e ra l  as com pared to the E s ta b lis h e d  Church  

m in is te rs ,  w e r e  r a t h e r  c o n s e rv a t iv e  when com pared w ith  W il l ia m  

S m e a l,  John M u r r a y ,  G e o rg e  Thompson and above a l l ,  W il l ia m  

L lo y d  G a r r is o n .  E ven  s o , throughout the p e r io d  o f the rec o rd e d  

m em bership of the G . E .  S . th e re  rem ained m in is te rs  of the highest  

c a l ib re  on its  r o l ls  as both committeemen and o f f ic e h o ld e rs .

W ith  the exception  of the m in is te rs  between 1833 and 1851

th e re  w e re  l is te d  s e v e n ty -e ig h t  d i f fe re n t  m em bers o f the committee.

On the a v e ra g e  th e re  w e re  a p p ro x im a te ly  th i r t y - fo u r  m em bers in

any given y e a r .  D u r in g  the e a r ly  y e a rs  between 1833 and 1840

the com m ittee rem a in e d  r e la t iv e ly  s tab le  with only the norm al

a t t r i t io n  due to d e a th , e m ig ra t io n  o r  individual loss of in te re s t .

D u r in g  o th er  p e r io d s  as betw een 1840-1  w ith  the G a rr is o n ia n

c o n tro v e rs y  and la t e r  betw een 1847-51  when p u b lic  in te re s t  in

the movement began to w ane th e re  w e re  qu ite  d r a s t ic  changes
64in its  m ake -up . Som e m em bers , such as Thom as S l a t e r ,  a 

g ro c e r  and tea  dealer^ w e r e  committeemen fo r  only b r ie f  p e r io d s  

and often  n e v e r  a ttended a m eeting. O th e rs  such as E b e n e z e r  

A nderson rem a in ed  a c t iv e  m em bers fo r  many y e a rs  and fa ith fu lly  

attended both p u b lic  and com m ittee m eetings.

B ecause  of the g re a t  im portance o f the cotton ind ustry  

and tra d e  in the W est of S c o t la n d , a la rg e  p ro p o r t io n  o f the  

members l is te d  as m a n u fa c tu re rs ,  m erchants  and w arehousem en  

w e re  p ro b a b ly  engaged in th is  t ra d e .  W arehousem en w e re  agents

64 A  l is t  of the com m itteem en is supplied in each of the G. E . S .
Annual R e p o r ts  fo l lo w in g  the a b s tra c t  of the Annual M eeting .
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o r  m iddlem en, some being w h o le s a le  d e a le rs  and o th e rs  both
65w h o le s a le  and r e t a i l .  T h e s e  th re e  p ro fe s s io n s  make up o v e r

h a lf  of all the b u s inesses  engaged in by the com mittee. M o re o v e r ,

some of the men w e r e  both m erchan ts  and m a n u fa c tu re rs  l ik e  W il l ia m

B ro d ie  o r  m erchan ts  and w arehousem en l ik e  R o b e rt  K aye  and A n d re w

) Young. T h e  fo l lo w in g  is a b reakdow n of the d i f fe re n t  businesses o r
66) p ro fe s s io n s  engaged in by the com m ittee :

M erchan t 27 P la s t e r e r

M a n u fa c tu re rs 11 P r in t e r

C lo th ie r  o r  D r a p e r 6 W r i t e r

In s u ra n c e  A gents 4 Boot &  Shoe Shopow ner

W arehousem en 3 S h ip b u ild e r

T  e a c h e rs 3 W e a v e r

S ta t io n e rs 3 Student

P u b l is h e rs 2 P h y s ic ia n

G ro c e r  and T e a  D e a le r 2 B a k e r

Insu ran ce  B r o k e r 2 Bookbinder

E n g r a v e r 2 Hide & L e a th e r  F a c to r

U n c e r ta in 2

F o r t y - o n e  of the s e v e n ty -e ig h t  committeemen w e re  manu

f a c t u r e r s ,  m erchan ts  o r  w arehousem en which g ives  an idea as to 

the m ake-up  o f  the com m ittee as a w hole . They  w e re  men of the 

m iddle o r  up per m iddle  c la s s  p ro s p e ro u s  but not n e c e s s a r i ly  r ic h .  

Coupled w ith  the o th e r  p ro fe s s io n s  they made up a typical example  

of the l ib e ra l  e lem ent tak ing  p a r t  in the ph ilan tho p ic  causes and 

a c t iv ity  of the day.

65 T e v io td a le ,  nG Iasgow  P a r i  iam entary  C o n s titu en c y 11 
p p . 4 4 -5 .

66  T h is  in fo rm a t io n  is d e r iv e d  from  the G. P . O .  D .  
1833-51
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One of the m ore  in flu en tia l m em bers o f the com m ittee and

an a c t iv e  member o f the S o c ie ty  was W a l te r  B uchanan , a m erchant

connected w ith  Buchanan H am ilton  & Co. a f i r m  in the E a s t  Ind ia

tra d e . Som e o f  h is  a c t iv i t ie s  and o f f ic e s  inc luded s e rv in g  as a

d i r e c to r  of the M e rc h a n ts  H o u s e , C h a m b e r  o f  C om m erce and the

G lasgow  Royal In f i rm a ry  and as a committeeman o f  the G lasgow

W e s te rn  Academ y. F ro m  1857 to 1865 he s e rv e d  as M. P .  fo r

G lasgow . B u chanan , u n lik e  most of the o th e r  committeemen w as

from  the h ighest c la s s  o f G lasgow  soc ie ty  and supported  such

l ib e ra l  p o lic ie s  as C a th o lic  E m a n c ip a tio n , Repeal of the C o rn  L a w s ,

the R eform  B il l  and fo r  a long time was a mem ber o f  the " C l iq u e 11
67and the G lasgow  R e fo rm  A s s o c ia t io n .

A n o th e r  m ore  typ ica l o f  the m em bers  o f  the com m ittee was

W il l ia m  C r a ig  of W i l l ia m  C r a ig  & Co. m a n u fa c tu re rs .  Just a few

of his many a c t iv i t ie s  inc lude  s e rv in g  as B a il l ie  fo r  G lasgow  and the

R iv e r  & F o r th  of C ly d e  betw een 1835 and 1 8 3 8 , D i r e c t o r  of the
68M erchan ts  H o u se , T r a d e  House and Tow ns H o s p ita l .  C r a ig ,

I ike  the o th e r  pol it ic a l ly in f lu en tia l m em bers of the G. E .  S . was

also a mem ber of the " C l iq u e "  and the G lasgow  R eform  A s s o c ia t io n

though he d if fe re d  in one re s p e c t  in that he w as an a c tiv e  exponent 
69of C h a rt is m .

V e r y  s im i la r  to C r a ig  in his p h i la n th ro p ic  a c t iv i t ie s  was

John F le m in g  a m erchan t from  C la re m o n t. A  p a r t ia l  l is t  of his
70a c t iv i t ie s  re a d s  as fo l lo w s  :

D i r e c t o r  o f  the Cham ber o f  C om m erce  1 8 3 3 -4  

Bai 11 ie  f o r  G lasgow  1 8 3 5 -8

67 M em o irs  and P o r t r a i t s  of O ne H u n d red  G lasgow  Men I ,  5 7 -8 .  
S tr a n g ,  G lasgow  and its  C lubs p. 4 5 2 . G. P .  O . D .

68 G . p . C U 3 . 1 8 3 5 - 8

69 G la s g o w  A r g u s ,  16 A p r i l  1831.
S t r a n g ,  G lasgow  and its  C lubs p. 452
R e p o rt  of the P ro c e e d in g s  of the G lasgow  R e fo rm  A sso c ia t io n  
fo r  the Y e a r  1 831 p . 1 7

70 G. P .  O . D . 1 8 3 3 -4 5 .  S t r a n g ,  Ib id .

58



C o u n c il lo r  fo r  D is t r ic t  5 1 8 3 3 -9

Committeeman on the R iv e r  C lyd e  &  H a rb o u r  o f G lasgow

D ir e c t o r  of the House of Refuge 1 8 4 1 -2

Committeeman o f the G lasgow  W e s te rn  Academy 1 8 4 4 -5

C o u n c il lo r  f o r  D is t r ic t  3 1 8 4 7 -5 0

M a s te r  o f W o rk s  1 8 3 3 -4

P i lo t  B o ard  1 8 3 3 -4

C o u n c il lo r  fo r  D is t r ic t  1 1 8 3 9 -4 0 -4 5

M em ber of the 11 C liq u e "

G lasgow R efo rm  A s s o c ia t io n

Thom as M u ir  was a m erchant who s e rv e d  only b r ie f ly  as

a G. E .  S .  com m itteem an and l ik e  C r a ig  w as a v e ry  a c t iv e  man

on com m ittees as w ell as p o l i t ic a l ly  in fluen tia l being a member
71of the " C l iq u e " .  A n o th e r  in tense ly  a c tiv e  man was the r e t i r e d  

tobacco m e rc h a n t,  James T u r n e r  o f  T h ru s h g ro v e .  B o rn  in 1768
s

T u r n e r  bu ilt up a v e ry  successful tobacco tra d e  b e fo re  h is  r e t i r e 

ment in 1831. B es id es  being an ac t iv e  member of the G. E . S .  

T u r n e r  was w ell known in the p o l i t ic a l  and p h ila n th ro p ic  spheres

as w e ll .  A  l is t  of h is  a c t iv i t ie s  is v e ry  s im i la r  to that of s e v e ra l
72of the o th e r  com m itteem en.

B a il l ie  o f P ro v a n  1 8 3 5 -6  

C o u n c i l lo r  fo r  D is t r ic t  1 1 8 3 3 -4 6

Deputy B a il l ie  o f  the R i v e r  1 8 3 4 -8 ,  1840  

D ir e c t o r  of the Royal In f i rm a ry  1843  

D ir e c t o r  of L o c k  H ospita l 1843  

M em ber o f the G lasgow  R eform  A s s o c ia t io n  

T u r n e r  w as a lso  an a c t iv e  C h a r t is t ,  a t r a i t  dec ided ly  

atyp ica l o f most of the o th e r  m em bers of the G. E .  S .  H e  a lso  had

71 Ib id .

72 G. P . O ,  P .  1 8 3 5 -4 6  
G lasgow  A r g u s ,  19 June 1837
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a ra th e r  co lo u rfu l past as P e t e r  M a c k e n z ie  in h is  O ld

R em in iscences  of G lasgow  po ints  out. In O c to b e r  o f 1816 he

o ffe re d  his  land in T h ru s h g ro v e  fo r  the use of a p u b lic  r a l ly  " fo r

the re d re s s  o f g r ie v a n c e s  in the  Commons House o f P a r l ia m e n t"

a f te r  the L o rd  P ro v o s t  had denied the use of the G lasgow  G re e n

and the M a g is tra te s  had p re v e n te d  the use of the T r a d e s  House.

F o r  th is  he had been im p riso ned  in the B r id e w e ll  of G lasgow  fo r

some tim e un der the cap ita l c h a rg e  o f  High T re a s o n  . L a t e r  he
73became one of the most a c t iv e  M a g is tra te s  o f the c ity .

John K in g , who s e rv e d  b r ie f ly  on the G. E .  S .  com m ittee ,  

was a p a r tn e r  in the f i r m  o f G eo rg e  M acintosh &  Co. a la rg e  

chemical m a n u fa c tu re r .  H is  a c t iv i t ie s  and in te re s ts  w e re  much 

the same as F le m in g 's ,  T u r n e r 's ,  B u chanan 's  and many of the  

o th ers . T h e s e  w e r e  m a n u fa c tu re rs  and m erchants  in tense ly  

in te re s te d  in the l i f e  o f G lasgow  and attem pting to change it  a c c o rd 

ing to th e i r  l ib e ra l  s tan d ard s . It is not s u r p r is in g  that th e re  w e re  

a few C h a r t is ts  on the Com m ittee fo r  d u rin g  the p e r io d  in which  

the movement f lo u r is h e d  in S co tlan d  it tended to c o n c e n tra te  in 

the G lasgow  a re a .  H o w e v e r ,  as has been in t im a te d , it w as not a 

common c h a r a c te r is t ic  among the com m ittee. T h is  w il l  become  

im portant la te r  on when the C h a r t is ts  ca m e  into c o n flic t  w ith  the  

G . E .  S . in 1 8 4 0 -1 .

O f  those com mitteem en who w e re  not m erc h a n ts , manu

fa c tu r e r s  o r  w arehousem en on ly  a fe w  w e re  outstanding,am ong  

them R o b e rt  S im pson. Sim pson was a d r a p e r ,  s i lk  m e rc e r  and
i
h a b e rd a s h e r .  B etw een 1843 and 1845 he was a C om m issioner fo r

73 P e t e r  M a c k e n z ie ,  O ld  R em in iscences  of G lasgow  and the 
W est of S c o tla n d  (G lasgow  1890 3 v o ls . ) I ,  1 0 1 -5  ”
F o r  a d iscu ss io n  of th is  m eeting  in T h ru s h g ro v e  and its  
im p ortan ce  to the re fo rm  ag ita tio n  in the a r e a ,  see  
W il l ia m  M. R o a c h , "R a d ica l R e fo rm  Movements In S c o tla n d  
F ro m  1815 T o  1822 w ith  p a r t ic u la r  re fe re n c e  to even ts  in the  
W est of S c o t la n d " .
( P h .D .  T h e s is ,  U n iv e r s i ty  of G lasgow  1970) pp. 4 1 -7
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W a rd  9 and a ls o  s e rv e d  as T r e a s u r e r  o f the S co tt ish  P e r m is s iv e

B il l  A s s o c ia t io n  (a tem p erance  o rg a n iz a t io n )  and V ic e - P r e s id e n t
74of the S c o tt is h  T e m p e ra n c e  L e a g u e . R o b e rt  K e t t le ,  one o f the  

more a c t iv e  com m itteem en, w as a ls o  the lead ing  tem perance  

advocate in the a re a  and s e rv e d  as P re s id e n t  of both the S c o tt is h  

T e m p e ra n c e  L e a g u e  and the G lasgo w  A b s tin en ce  S o c ie ty  as 

w ell as e d it in g  the S c o tt is h  T e m p e ra n c e  J o u rn a l.  Both G e o rg e  

Gal l ie  and G e o rg e  W atson  w e re  b o o k s e lle rs  and s ta t io n e rs  and 

l ik e  K e t t le  they took an a c t iv e  r o le  in the o p e ra t io n  of the G. E .  S .  

G a l l ie ,  p r io r  to going into business fo r  h im s e lf ,  had been  

assoc ia ted  w i t h  the f i r m  o f  Voung G a l l ie  &  Co. which was c h ie f ly  

concerned w ith  p r in t in g  r e l ig io u s  p u b lic a t io n s . F ro m  1822 on he 

concerned h im s e lf  m ain ly  w ith  b o o k s e ll in g , again o f  the re l ig io u s  

natu re  and becam e one of the p r in c ip a l  s ta t io n e rs  in the c ity .

A p a r t  from  being a c tiv e  in the a n t is la v e ry  movement he a lso took
75p a r t  in the tem p erance  movement. G eo rg e  W atson of G eorge

W atson &  S o n ,  b o o k s e l le rs ,  was prom inent in s e v e ra l o rg a n iz a t io n s  

oth er than the G. E .  S . O ne of h is  in te re s ts  included being h o n o ra ry  

d ir e c to r  of a group w ith  the r a th e r  cumbersome t i t le  of The  

C a lto n , M i le -e n d  and B r id g to n  M echan ics  In s t itu tio n  fo r  Im p ro v e 

ment in A r ts  and S c ie n c e s . W atson a lso  s e rv e d  as a M anager of

the G lasgow  Royal In f i r m a r y ,  B a il l ie  of the B urgh o f C a lto n ,  and
76a member o f  the H ouse o f R efuge . James McCune Sm ith  was the

only student to be a com m itteem an. S m ith ,  a n e g ro ,  was the 

eldest son of Sam uel Sm ith  a N e w  Y o rk  m erchan t. F ro m  1832 

until 1837 he a ttended the U n iv e r s i ty  o f G lasgow  and re c e iv e d  h is

B. A . i n i  835  fol low ed in 1836 by an M. A . and f ina l ly in 1 8 3 7 ,  by 

an M. D . In 1 8 3 2 -3  as a f i r s t y e a r  s tuden t, he w as the f i r s t  negro

74 A i r d ,  G lim p ses  o f O ld  G lasgow  p. 21 7

75 Ib id ,  pp. 41 2 - 4

76 G. P . O . D .  1 8 3 6 -4 6

61



77to re c e iv e  the p r i z e  fo r  G en e ra l E m inen ce  in L a t in .  A f te r

re tu rn in g  home he becam e one of the most im portan t b lack

a b o li t io n is ts  and ed ited  both the C o lo u re d  A m e rican  and the 
78Anglo A f r ic a n .  H e  was a lso  made an h o n o ra ry  and c o r r e s 

ponding member of the G. E . S .  though none of h is  le t te r s  to the 

S o c ie ty ,  i f  indeed he e v e r  w ro te  a n y , have s u rv iv e d .

T h e  e n t i r e  l is te d  com mittee b e tw e e n  1833 and 1851 can be 

d iv id ed  along the same lin e s  as the c le r g y ,  i . e .  those who took 

an a c t iv e  p a r t  h o w e v e r  b r ie f ly  and those who r a r e ly  if  e v e r  took 

an in te re s t  and w e re  members in nam e on ly . T h e  accounts of 

those a ttend ing  the com m ittee m eetings l is t  fo r ty - tw o  members  

that could be c a l le d  a c t iv e  in that they f a i r l y  f re q u e n tly  attended  

the m eetings. T h e  t h i r t y - s ix  in a c t iv e  committeemen e ith e r  stayed  

on the com m ittee on ly  b r ie f ly  a n d /o r  w e r e  n e v e r  re c o rd e d  as 

having a ttended a m eeting .

O c c u p a tio n a lly  the in ac tiv e  committeemen form ed a group  

quite  s im i la r  to the a c t iv e  group and in th is  they re f le c te d  the 

c le rg y . O f  its  t h i r t y - s ix  m em bers , no less  than f if te e n  w e re  

m erchants . It  must be understood that the label "m e rc h a n t11 

app lies  to m e re ly  the g en era l c la s s if ic a t io n  of business and does 

not have any b e a r in g  on th e ir  Individual w e a lth ,  socia l status  

o r  p o l i t ic a l  in f lu e n c e . F o r  in s ta n c e , John F le m in g  and W il I ia m  

Gunn could both be d e s c r ib e d  as m erchan ts . H o w e v e r ,  F le m in g  

was a w e a lth y  E a s t  Ind ia  M erchant and p o l i t ic a l ly  qu ite  im portant  

w h e re a s  Gunn could on ly  be d e s c r ib e d  as a middle income c lo th ie r  

w ith  l i t t le  p o l i t ic a l  in f lu e n c e . O th e rs  in th is  group could be added  

to the num ber o f  m erchan ts  such as P a t r ic k  Thompson and Thomas

77 M. A . U . G ,  p. 392
E d w a rd  D ix o n ,  " T h e  A m e ric a n  N e g ro  in N ine teen th  C e n tu ry  
S c o tla n d 11 (M. L i t t .  T h e s is  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  E d in b u rg h  1 96 9 ) 
p. 1 58.

78 P e t e r  M. B e rg m a n , T h e  C h ro n o lo g ica l H is to ry  of T h e  N e g ro  
in A m e r ic a  (N ew Y o r k  1 969) p. 99
James M. M c P h e rs o n , T h e  S tru g g le  F o r  E q u a l i ty ,  A b o lit io n is ts  
and T h e  N e g ro  In the C iv i l  W a r  and R e c o n stru c tio n  
(P r in c e to n  N e w  J e rs e y  1964) p. 60.



S l a t e r ,  tea d e a le r s ,  D a v id  S m ith ,  shoe sho po w ner, R o b e r t

S im pso n , C o lin  M c D o u g a ll , James C la r k  and Thom as B a i r d ,

c lo th ie rs  and the total c lim bs to tw e n ty - tw o  o r  th re e  f i f th s  of the

e n t ire  group. E x c e p t fo r  the m a n u fa c tu re rs  the re s t  was composed

of two p u b l is h e rs ,  th re e  w r i t e r s  two of w hom  w e r e  in s u ra n c e

a g e n ts , a te a c h e r ,  a p r in t e r  and a p la s te r e r .  F in a l l y ,  th e re

w e re  fo u r  m an u fa c tu re rs  among whom R o b e rt  B a rc la y  o f  the f irm

of B a r c la y  &  C u r ie  s h ip b u ild e rs  w as the most s ig n if ic a n t  at le a s t
79in the m onetary  and social senses.

T h e  com position o f the m ore  a c tiv e  group of committeemen  

was much the same as the in a c t iv e  group. In a l l ,  th e re  w e re  

fo r ty - tw o  in th is  g ro u p , f i f te e n  of whom w e re  m erchan ts . I f  we  

add the b o o k s e lle rs ,  c lo th ie rs  and o th er  small m erchants  o th e r 

w is e  l is te d  the total is tw e n ty -o n e  o r  f i f ty  p e rc e n t .  T h is  

somewhat lo w e r  p e rc e n ta g e  of m erchan ts  is o ffse t by th e re  be ing  

eight m a n u fa c tu re rs  as opposed to only f o u r  in the in a c t iv e  group.  

T h e  re m a in d e r  of the group consis ted  of a v a r ie d  assortm ent of

occupations ran g in g  from  a p h y s ic ian  to an in s u ra n c e  agent and
80from  a student to a b a k e r .

Thus it is ev iden t that at leas t in  com position these  

two groups a r e  v e ry  s im i la r .  S o c ia l ly  and p o l i t ic a l ly  they took  

p a r t  in many of the same o rg a n iz a t io n s .  Men from  each group  

w e re  c ity  c o u n c i l lo rs ,  bail l ie s  o r  on v a r io u s  bo ard s  of d i r e c to r s .

In both groups we find men l ik e  W il l ia m  B ro d ie  and P a t r ic k  

L e th e m , m em bers of the G lasgo w  A u x i l ia r y  B ib le  S o c ie ty .  T h e r e  

w e re  s e v e ra l m em bers o f the p o l i t ic a l ly  pow erfu l ,,C liq u e "  in each  

group and both had men belonging to the G lasgow  R eform

79 B a rc la y  as a s h ip b u ild e r  w as the on ly  re p re s e n ta t iv e  
from  la rg e  s c a le  heavy in d u s try  on the Com m ittee.
F o r  convenience  t h e r e f o r e ,  he has been included w ith  
the m an ufac tu rin g  c a te g o ry  above.

80 In fo rm ation  c o n cern in g  the committeemen has been  
c u lled  fro m  a w id e  v a r ie ty  of sources  the most im portan t  
of w hich a r e  l is te d  on p a g e 2 5 3 \ F o r  a fu r th e r  b reakdow n  
see A ppend ix  I.
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A s s o c ia t io n . In d e e d , in alm ost e v e ry  res p e c t they w e re  almost

I id e n tic a l.  T h e r e  is one s ig n if ic a n t  a r e a ,  h o w e v e r ,  in which
!

these two groups d i f fe r  m a rk e d ly .  T h e  in a c tiv e  m em bers , on the  

a v e ra g e , rem ained  on the com m ittee  only th re e  y e a rs  w h e re a s  in 

the a c t iv e  group the a v e ra g e  p e r io d  was e ight y e a rs .  F o r  r a t h e r  

obvious rea s o n s  th is  should not be s u rp r is in g .  Th ose  who took  

an a c tiv e  in te re s t  rem ained  a c t iv e  and on the com m ittee w h ile  

those who lacked  in t e r e s t  soon dropped out. T h e r e  a r e  exceptions  

to th is  as in the case o f  C o lin  M cDougall who was a s te a d fa s t ,  i f  not 

a v e ry  a c t iv e  m em b er, fro m  1834 until 1851. W il l ia m  B row n and  

John F le m in g  w e re  a lso  m em bers of long standing though l ik e  

M cDougall v e r y  in a c t iv e  ones . T h is  was f a r  from  the ru le  as in 

genera l the m em bers o f  the in a c t iv e  group tended to drop  m em ber

ship f a i r l y  q u ic k ly . T h e  fo l lo w in g  c h a r t  g ives  a breakdow n o f the  

a v e ra g e  length of m em bership o f  the m erchants  and s im i la r  

occupations , the m a n u fa c tu re rs  and a ll the o th e rs  :

M erchan t M a n u fa c tu re rs  O th e rs  

A c t iv e  Comm itteemen 9. 6 y e a rs  6 y e a rs  8 y e a rs

In a c t iv e  Com m itteem en 5 y e a rs  1 .4  y e a rs  2. 7 y e a rs  

It is s ig n if ic a n t  that the m erch an ts  in both groups rem ained  

members fo r  lo n g e r  p e r io d s  than e i th e r  the m a n u fa c tu re rs  of the 

o th e r  v a r io u s  occupations . A ls o  in both groups the m a n u fa c tu re rs  

had the s h o rte s t  te n u re  as m em bers. F u r t h e r ,  i f  we com pare the  

p o lit ic a l  , socia l and p h i la n th ro p ic  a c t iv ity  of the m erchants  and 

the m a n u fa c tu re rs , it is ev ident that the m erchants w e re  the m ore  

a c tiv e .

B e a r in g  in mind the co n flic t  betw een the G a rr is o n ia n s  and 

the m ore m o d era te  fa c t io n s  in 1840-1  w hich to re  the S o c ie ty  a p a rt  

when many o f the m odera tes  re s ig n e d , w e can com pare  the m erchants  

and m a n u fa c tu re rs  in a n o th er w ay. A f te r  1841 only th re e  manu

fa c tu r e r s  a r e  e v e r  l is te d  as be ing com m itteem en, two of whom
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played  no s ig n if ic a n t  pant in the S o c ie ty ’ s a c t iv i t ie s .  O nly  

G e o rg e  T h o r b u r n ,  one of the e a r ly  m em bers p layed  any ro le  

at all and even this  was s lig h t.  A f te r  1844 he seems to have  

w ith d raw n  fro m  a c t iv e  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in the m eetings. On the  

o th er  hand the m erch an ts  w e re  v e ry  much in ev idence. O f the 

tw e n ty -o n e  m erch an ts  o r  s im i la r  o c c u p a t io n s  that had taken an 

a c tiv e  r o le  in the G. E .  S .  seventeen  w e re  s t i l l  members a f te r  

1841 w h ile  one of the o th e r  f o u r ,  John M cLeod  of A r g y l l ,  had 

died in s h ip w re c k . Inc luded in the seventeen w e re  such prom inent  

m erchants  as W a l te r  B u chanan , G eo rg e  W atson and James T u r n e r .  

D ue to th e i r  h ig h e r  a t t r i t io n  ra te  the m erchan ts  and re la te d  

occupations o f the in a c t iv e  group lost a p ro p o r t io n a l ly  la r g e r  

amount than the a c t iv e  group . O f the tw e n ty - tw o  in th is  f ie ld ,  

fo u rte e n  re ta in e d  m em bership  into the fo r t ie s .  Included w e re  

some v e ry  p rom inent men such as John U r e ,  R o b e r t  S im pso n, John 

F le m in g  and W il l ia m  B ro d ie .  What is s ig n if ic a n t  h e re  is the la rg e  

number of m erch an ts  who e i th e r  jo in ed  o r  re ta in e d  th e ir  m em ber

ship on the com m ittee a f te r  1841. C onsequently  s ince m em bership  

im p lies  approva l e i th e r  im p lic it ly  o r  e x p l ic i t ly  it is assumed that a 

g re a t  m a jo r i ty  o f the m erch an ts  condoned the exceed ing ly  l ib e ra l  

and at tim es even ra d ic a l p o l ic ie s  w hich the s e c r e ta r ie s  em barked  

upon. T h e  m a n u fa c tu re rs  on the o th e r  hand, can be said  to have  

held m ore  m odera te  v ie w s  and w e re  u n w il l in g  to g iven even im plied  

a p p ro v a l.  E v e n  a llo w in g  fo r  the fa c t  that th e re  w e re  m ore  

m erchants  than m a n u fa c tu re rs  in G lasgow  and thus a g re a te r  

p ro b a b il i ty  that they would have m ore committeemen both be fo re  

and a f te r  the 1841 s p l i t  it is n e v e r th e le s s  a fact that the m erchants  

w e re  p ro p o r t io n a l ly m ore  w i l l in g  to support a soc ie ty  w hich the 

m a n u fa c tu re rs  held  to be too l ib e r a l .  A f te r  1841 the G. E .  S . can  

be sa id  to f i t  th is  d e s c r ip t io n  because of its  v ig o ro u s  support of 

| the ra d ic a l  W i l l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n .



T h e  h o n o rary  and c o rre s p o n d in g  m em bers compose the 

final segm ent o f the G. E .  S .  m em bership . Inc luded among them  

w e re  some of the most w id e ly  known men in B r i t a in  and the most 

notorious A m e rican  a b o lit io n is ts .  O th e rs  w e re  much less  

prom inent and indeed a few  w e re  r a th e r  obscure  and known only  

in a b o lit io n is ts  c i r c le s .  They  came from  a w ide v a r ie ty  of 

backgrounds ranging from  a Hindu B rahm in  to a F re n c h  n o b le 

man and from  a rad ica l Church of S co tla n d  m in is te r  to an ex  

fu g it iv e  A m e rican  s lave . Some had g re a t  in fluen ce  on the S o c ie ty  

and o th e rs  w e re  nothing m ore than names lis te d  in the Annual 

R e p o r ts . In I ts e lf  the v a r ie ty  is  in te re s t in g  but not n e c e s s a r i ly  

im portant. H o w e v e r ,  a b r ie f  d e s c r ip t io n  of these men s e rv e s  not 

just to i l lu s t r a te  this point but much m o re  im p o rtan tly  it s e rv e s  

as a v ir tu a l  panoram a of the h is to ry  of the G. E .  S .  It shows w h e re  

the in te re s ts  of the S o c ie ty  lay and it t ra c k s  the grow th and 

developm ent of the G. E .  S .  through Its  fo rm a tiv e  and a c tiv e  y e a rs .

It can be d iv ided  up into th re e  groups -  B r i t is h ,  A m e ric a n  and 

O th e rs .

T h e  la rg e s t  of these groups was that composed of B r i t is h

a b o lit io n is ts  with a total of ten h o n o ra ry  m em bers. T h e  most

im portant o f these , at least to the G. E .  S .  , was G e o rg e  Thompson.

Ind eed , it  was Thompson who had founded the S o c ie ty  and through

much o f its  h is to ry  he was to have a profound in fluence o v e r  it .

Just a few  of his o th er re fo rm in g  in te re s ts  include the repeal of
81the C o rn  L a w s ,  In te rn a tio n a l P e a c e  and B r i t is h  Ind ia . H is  

in fluence  upon the G. E . S . w ill  be d iscussed in d e ta il  la te r  on. 

S u ff ic e  is to say he was a v e ry  po pu lar  p ro fe s s io n a  I re fo rm e r  

w ith  a w ide ran ge  of in te re s ts  and was ab le  to in vo lve  the G. E .  S .  

in many of them. Joseph S tu rg e  was a w ea lth y  B irm ingham  m erchant  

and C h a r t is t  le a d e r  and a member o f the S o c ie ty  of F r ie n d s .  A s a

81 G eo rg e  W ils o n ,  H is to r ic a l  Notes  of G e o rg e  Thom pson's  
L a b o u rs  (M anchester I8 6 0 )  p p . 1 -4
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vehement opponent of the p o l ic ie s  of G a r r is o n  he re s ig n e d  his  

m em bership of the G. E .  S .  in 1841. H is  w o rk  in the a r e a  o f  

re fo rm  is too w ell known to m ake it n e c e s s a ry  to go into it o r  h is  

l i fe  in d e ta i l .  A n o th e r  h o n o ra ry  m em ber w as P a t r ic k  B r e w s t e r  

(see page 53. ) . \  D an ie l O ’Connell w as of cou rse  the fam ous  

I r is h  M. P .  and one of the m ost Tfenowned men in B r i t a in  f o r  h is  

w ork  fo r  the re fo rm  of P a r l ia m e n t ,  C a th o lic  E m a n c ip a t io n , a n t i 

s la v e ry  as w ell as a host of o th e r  issues . L o r d  B ro u g h a m , who 

at one tim e s e rv e d  as L o r d  C h a n c e l lo r  in G r e y ’ s c a b in e t ,  w a s ,  

along w ith  B u x to n , one o f the most i l lu s t r io u s  a b o li t io n is ts  of 

the d a y ,  though he is p ro b a b ly  m ore  noted as a proponent o f the  

G re a t  R e fo rm  B il l  than fo r  h is  a n t is la v e ry  a c t iv i ty .  M c G re g o r  

L a i r d  w as a w ell known le a d e r  of the F r e e  T r a d e  movement as

well as his w o rk  fo r  the c u lt iv a t io n  o f t ra d e  w ith  A f r ic a  a s  a
82means to combat the s la v e  t ra d e .  A s  w ell as being a V i c e -  

P re s id e n t  of the G. E .  S .  , John D ennistoun w as fo r  a tim e an 

h o n o ra ry  member of the S o c ie ty  (see page 41 . ). T h e  la s t  th re e  

in this group w e r e  men o f much less . re n o w n  to the g en era l public  

with in te re s t  in them m ain ly  confined to a b o lit io n is t  c i r c le s .  O f  

th ese , James Johnston , the f i r s t  t r e a s u r e r  of the G. E .  S .  has 

a lre a d y  been d iscu ssed  (see  page 45 . K R ev . D r .  R o b e r t  Burns  

was o r ig in a l ly  a C hurch  of S c o tla n d  m in is te r  in P a is le y  who had
I
jo ined the F r e e  C h urch  in 1843 and had gone to A m e r ic a  and

,Canada in 1 8 4 3 -4  to s o l ic i t  funds fo r  the new church . Upon his
I
sre tu rn  he im m ediate ly  re g re t te d  not hav ing  come out m ore  strongly  

^against s la v e ry  w h ile  on h is  m ission and had taken p a r t  in a public  

■ meeting held by the G . E .  S . to w a rn  the F r e e  C h urch  about holding  

fe llo w sh ip  w ith  s la v e h o ld in g  chu rch es  in the A m e ric a n  South.
I

,82 F o r  a sh o rt  sketch of the l iv e s  of B rou gh am , L a i r d ,
O ’ C o n n e ll ,  B r e w s t e r  and S tu rg e  see D ic t io n a ry  of National 
B io g ra p h y ,  L e s l i e  S teph en  (ed. ) (London 1868 63 vols, ) V I ,  
3 0 4 ,  4 4 9 - 5 8 ,  X X X I  4 0 7 - 8 ,  X L  I 3 7 3 -8 9 ,  L V  1 3 0 -1 .  T h e re  
is a lso a d iscu ss io n  o f S tu r g e  in G . D . H . C o le 's  book 
C h a r t is t  P o r t r a i t s  (N ew  Y o r k  1 965) pp. 1 6 3 -8 6
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L a t e r  he e m ig ra ted  to T o ro n to ,  C an ad a , w h e r e  he becam e  

m in is te r  of Knox C h urch  and la te r  P r o fe s s o r  of C h r is t ia n
83E vid ences  and C hurch  H is to ry  at Knox C o lle g e ,  T o ro n to . T h e  

last m em ber of this group was R ev . Thom as R o b e rts  of the B r is to l  

and C lif to n  A nti S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  and an a b o lit io n is t  of long standing.  

O f the te n ,  fo u r  w e re  at one tim e o r  a n o th er in tim ate ly  bound up w ith  

the actual w o rk in g  of the S o c ie ty  and in some way influenced it.  

T h e s e  w e re  Johnston , S tu r g e ,  B r e w s te r  and Thompson. A n o th e r  

fo u r ,  O 'C o n n e l l ,  L a i r d ,  D ennistoun and B u rn s ,  took p a r t  in its  

a f fa i r s  but on ly to a m inor d e g re e . L o rd  Brougham  and R ev .

R o b e rts  had l i t t l e  o r  nothing to do w ith the S o c ie ty .

T h e  h o n o ra ry  and c o rre s p o n d in g  m em b ers  from  the U n ite d  

S ta te s  made up the next la rg e s t  group w ith  nine m em bers. By 

fa r  the most im p ortan t of these was W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n ,  the 

e x trem e  ra d ic a l r e fo r m e r  from  B o sto n , M assachusetts . It was  

G a r r is o n  who had been responsib le  fo r  o r ig in a t in g  the a b o lit io n is t  

movement in A m e r ic a  when he founded his  new spaper T h e  L ib e r a to r  

in 1830. It was a lso  due to his in s is ta n c e  on b r in g in g  in 

extraneous issues into  the a n t is la v e ry  c ru s a d e , rang ing  from  

a n t ic le r ic a l is m  to W om an's  R ig h ts ,  that w as re s p o n s ib le  fo r  the 

eventual b re a k  up in the movement into two contending factions . 

F r e d e r ic k  D o ug lass  of L y n n ,  M assachusetts  was an ex fu g it ive  

s lave who t r a v e l le d  to B r i ta in  in 1 8 4 5 -6  and again  in 1859. At 

f i r s t  a loyal s u p p o rte r  o f  G a r r is o n  , he was la te r  to become a 

b it te r  an tagon is t o v e r  the issue  of "N o  U n ion w ith  S la v e h o ld e rs " .  

James N . B u ffum , a Q u a k e r  and a lso of L y n n ,  M assach usetts ,  

was an o th er lead ing  A m e ric a n  a b o lit io n is t  and accom panied

83 G . E . S .  M inute  Book I I I ,  1 August 1844
S c o t t ,  F a s t i  E c c le s ia e  S c o tic a n a e  I I I ,  176

(84 G. E .  S .  Annual R e p o rt  1 8 3 5 , p. 39



D o u g lass  to B r i ta in  in 1 8 4 5 -6  d u rin g  the F r e e  C hurch  C on

t ro v e rs y .  U n lik e  D o u g la s s , Buffum rem ained  a s trong  s u p p o rte r  

of G a r r is o n .  H e n ry  C . W r ig h t  o f P h i la d e lp h ia  was a fa n a tic a l  

a b o lit io n is t  and anti w a r  le c tu r e r  who came to B r i ta in  in 1841 

and rem ained to w o rk  w ith  B u ffum , D oug lass and G a r r is o n  d u rin g  

the F r e e  Church C o n tro v e rs y .  H e  a lso  was a s tro ng  s u p p o rte r  

of G a r r is o n .  James McCune S m ith  has been discussed (see  pages 6 1 -2 )  

though it might be added that as a c lose  f r ie n d  of D oug lass he also  

became es trang ed  from  G a r r is o n .  Rev. N athan ia l Pau l of 

W ilb e r fo r c e  S e tt le m e n t,  U p p e r  Canada was a b lack  B ap tis t  

m in is te r  who came to B r i ta in  in 1833 seek ing  a id  fo r  a group of 

n eg ro  re fu g e e s  in O n ta r io .  A s  agent fo r  the colony he spent fo u r

y e a r s  in B r i ta in  and co lle c te d  o v e r  $£>8,000 all o f which went
85to w a rd  paying his expenses and he re tu rn e d  empty handed.

James G. B irn e y  from  Kentucky w as an ex s la v e h o ld e r  in A labam a  

who became an ab o lit io n is t  in 1832. In 1840 and again in 1844 he ran  

fo r  P re s id e n t  of the U n ite d  S ta te s  under the s tandard  of the L ib e r t y  

P a r ty .  In 1840 h e , along w ith  o th e r  prom inent a b o l i t io n is ts ,  

seceded from  the A m e rican  A nti S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  due to th e ir
86opposition  to G a rr is o n  and fo rm ed  th e ir  own anti s la v e ry  so c ie ty .

A r th u r  Tappan  was a w ea lth y  s i lk  m erchant from  N ew  Y o r k  and one

of the most im portant le a d e rs  o f  the A m e ric a n  a b o lit io n is t  movement.

H e a lso  b ro ke  with G a r r is o n  in 1840 and l ik e  many o th e r s ,  became
87his b i t te r  c r i t i c .  F in a l l y ,  R ev . H ira m  H . Kel logg o f G a le s v il  le ,  

I l l in o is  w as the head of Knox C o lle g e ,  I l l in o is  and of c o u rs e  an 

a b o lit io n is t .  He was a f r ie n d  o f A r th u r  Tappan and v is ite d  B r i ta in

85 L o u is  Ruchames (ed. ) T h e  L e t t e r s  of W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n ,
A  House D iv id in g  A g a in s t I ts e l f  1 8 3 6 -^ 0  (C a m b rid g e , M ass.
1 9 7 1 - )  | | ,  53.

86  Ib id ,  p. 35

87 Ib id ,  p. X X IX
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in 1843 as a d e leg a te  to the Second W o rld  A nti S la v e r y  C o n -  
■ 88| vention. O f these nine men a l l , w ith  the exception o f A r th u r  

T a p p a n , had taken an a c t iv e  p a r t  in one o r  m ore m eetings of the  

S o c ie ty  and a ll had v is ite d  B r i ta in  fo r  a p e r io d  of months o r  even  

y e a rs  as in the case  of W r ig h t  and P a u l.  T a ken  together they 

i l lu s t r a te  r a t h e r  po in ted ly  the d iv is io n s  that w e re  to p lague the  

A m e ric a n  movement. O f  the n ine  who had all supported G a rr is o n  

at one tim e o r  an o th e r  at leas t fo u r  -  S m ith , D o u g la s s , B irn e y  and 

Tappan -  came to oppose him. O f the rem a in in g  fo u r  (exc luding  

G a rr is o n )  B uffum , P au l and W r ig h t  re m a in e d  loyal and it is  

assumed that K e llo g g  held  a to le ra n t  a tt itud e  to w ard  him.

T h e  final group o f fo u r  co n s is ts  o f men qu ite  rem ote  from  the  

a c t iv ity  of the G. E .  S . and none of them played any ro le  o r  

in f lu e n c e d  the S o c ie ty  to any d e g re e . T h e  f i r s t  and undoubtedly  

the most famous o f a ll the h o n o ra ry  m em bers was the M arq u is  de 

L a fa y e tte .  Known throughout the C ontinent and B r i ta in  as one 

of F r a n c e 's  lead ing  l ib e r a ls  and re v e re d  in the U n ite d  S ta te s  fo r  

his  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in the A m e r ic a n  R e v o lu t io n , he accepted app o in t

ment as an h o n o ra ry  m em ber in a le t te r  of John M u rra y  jus t p r io r
89to his death in 1834. H is  son , G e o rg e  W ashington L a fa y e tte  

and s o n - in - la w ,  V ic t o r  de T r a c e y ,  both m em bers of the h ighly  

a r is t o c r a t ic  S o c ie te  p o ur L 'A b o l i t io n  de L 'E s c la v a g e  w e re  sub

sequently  appointed to the r o le s  of h o n o ra ry  and corresp o n d in g

m em bers. It might be added that de T r a c e y  was a lso  a member of
90the C ham ber o f D e p u tie s  at the tim e. T h e  fina l h o n o ra ry  member

88 A b le  and K l in g b e rg ,  A  S id e -L ig h t  on A n g lo -A m e r ic a n  
Rel a tions  p. 1 3 9 ,  n. 107

89 G . E .  S .  M inute  Book I ,  L a fa y e t te  to M u r r a y ,  1 May 1834

90 G. E .  S .  Annual R e p o rt .  1 8 3 5 , p. 14 , 1837 p. 46 .
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w as an Ind ian from  C a lc u tta  named D w arkan au th  T a g o r e .  T a g o r e

was one o f  the la rg e s t  m erch an ts  in C a lc u tta  as w e ll  as being

one of In d ia fs lead in g  r e fo rm e r s  in both the social and com m ercia l 
91a re a s .  H is  appointm ent as h o n o ra ry  member in 1842 was due  

so le ly  to the in s t ig a t io n  o f G e o rg e  Thompson who w as p re p a r in g  

to go to Ind ia  at the in v ita t io n  o f  T a g o re .  U n lik e  the o th e r  two 

groups which con s is ted  m ain ly  o f men w o rk in g ,  and w o rk in g  h a r d ,  

fo r  the end o f s la v e r y ,  th is  group was composed of men appointed  

to add a d e g re e  o f p ro m in en ce  to the m em bership o f the S o c ie ty .

T h e  same of c o u rs e  could be s a id  of L o r d  Brougham  and D an ie l  

O fConnell though at le a s t  they had taken an a c tiv e  p a r t  in the  

B r i t is h  a b o li t io n is t  m ovem ent.

T h e  h o n o ra ry  and c o rre s p o n d in g  m em bers make up a p ic tu r e  

of the h is to ry  o f the G. E .  S .  Some w e re  m en  who g re a t ly  in fluenced  

the S o c ie ty  l ik e  G e o rg e  Thompson and W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n .  

O th e rs  r e f le c t  p a r t ic u la r  c ru s a d e s  the G. E .  S .  was invo lved  in 

such as D o u g la s s , Buffum and W r ig h t  and the F r e e  C hurch  

C o n tro v e r  sy. R ev . B u r n s ,  Johnston and Sm ith  had been invo lved  

in the running o f the S o c ie ty  and when they le ft  to A m e r ic a  they  

w e re  honoured fo r  th e i r  w o rk . T h e  la rg e  number of h o n o ra ry  

m em bers fro m  A m e r ic a  r e f le c t  the o v e r - r id in g  concern  of the G. E .  S .  

w ith s la v e ry  in the U n ite d  S ta te s . S tu r g e ,  Thom pson, B r e w s te r  

and G a r r is o n  w e re  a ll c lo s e ly  invo lved w ith  the d is c o rd  w hich  

b ro k e  out in the S o c ie ty  in 1 8 4 0 -1 .  B rougham , L a fa y e t te  and  

O 'C o n n e ll  r e f le c t  the concern  o f the G . E . S .  to a c h ieve  some 

m easu re  of r e s p e c ta b i l i ty  by having w ell known names on its  

ro le s .  T h e  m em bership  of D w a rk a n a u th  T a g o re  i l lu s t ra te s  

the r a t h e r  ephem era l in te re s t  the G. E .  S .  had in Ind ia  as com pared  

to A m e r ic a .  T h ey  w e r e  a h igh ly  d iv e r s i f ie d  group as w e re  the  

a c t iv i t ie s  of the G . E .  S .  but they w e re  all l inked  together in th e ir  

opposition  to s la v e ry .

91 Ib id , 1842 p. 19 -20



B etw een the y e a rs  1833 and 1851 th e re  w e re  one hundred  

and fo r ty -o n e  o f f ic ia l ly  l is te d  m em bers of the G. E .  S .  T a k in g  into  

account those that w e re  l is te d  u n d e r  m ore than one heading it 

b re a k s  down thus :

O f f ic e r s  19 ( inc lud ing  6 c le rg y )

C le rg y  31

H o n o ra ry  and

C o rre sp o n d in g  M em bers  23 ( inc lud ing  1 committeeman

1 c le rg y  and 2 o f f ic e h o ld e rs )

S u b -to ta l  - 151

Minus 7 c le r g y ,

1 com mitteem an

2 o f f ic e h o ld e rs  141

T a k e n  as a w h o le ,  the o rg a n iz a t io n  involved men of m ore than

a v e ra g e  a b i l i ty  w ith  a high m oral p re s e n c e  and social con

sc iousness. In the main they w e re  in f a i r l y  com fortab le  

c ircu m stances  w ith  tim e and d e s ir e  enough to support a cause  

they fe lt  d e s e rv e d  a tten tio n . A s the S o c ie ty  developed changes  

took p la c e  both in the le a d e rs h ip  and in the com m ittee and these  

changes a re  the essence  of the fo llo w in g  ch a p te rs .
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C H A P T E R  I I I

Developm ent and S u c c e s s  of the G lasgow  E m ancipation  S o c ie ty

" T h a t  th is  m eeting , convinced that S la v e r y  is inconsistent

w ith  the s p i r i t  and p re c e p ts  o f  C h r is t ia n i ty ,  and s u b v e rs iv e  of

the best in te re s ts  of m ankind , -  R e s o lv e s ,  that a S o c ie ty  be now

form ed to p ro m o te  its  U n iv e rs a l  e x t in c t io n .  Thus at a pub lic

meeting on D e c e m b e r 1 2 , 1833 in Rev. D r .  W a r d la w ’ s Chapel

the G lasgow  E m anc ip atio n  S o c ie ty  came into o ff ic ia l  ex is ten ce .

T h r e e  p r io r  m eetings had been held  in o r d e r  to set up this

meeting and fo rm u la te  a constitu tion  under w hich it would o p e ra te .

At the f i r s t  such m eeting held  in the C h r is t ia n  and P h i la n th ro p ic

Agency H o u s e , An Appeal to the F r ie n d s  of N e g ro  Em ancipation

Throughout G r e a t  B r i ta in  by W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n  was read .

In it G a r r is o n  p lead ed  fo r  support from  the B r i t is h  a b o lit io n is ts

on behalf of th e ir  A m e ric a n  c o u n te rp a rts  by way of sup po rting  fo r

th re e  y e a rs  the a n t is la v e ry  m ission to the U n ite d  S ta te s  of G eorge  
2

Thompson. T h e  m eeting dec ided  to set up a soc ie ty  fo r  th is  

purpose w ith  the goal o f w o rk in g  tow ard  u n iv e rs a l em ancipation .

A  sub -co m m ittee  w as appointed which met the fo llow in g  day to 

d ra w  up re s o lu t io n s  fo rm u la t in g  such a soc ie ty  and on D ecem ber
3

10 a full C om m ittee  met and approved th e ir  w o rk . F o r  o v e r  fo u r  

decades th is  s o c ie ty  w o rk e d  fo r  the u n iv e rs a l abo lit io n  of s la v e ry  

but it was betw een the y e a rs  of 1833 and 1840 that it was to 

ach ieve  its  g re a te s t  successes.

T h e  rea s o n s  fo r  the fo rm atio n  of the G . E .  S . can be tra c e d  

back to two p r im a r y  and s e v e ra l secondary  causes. G a r r is o n ’ s

1 G. E .  S . Annual R e p o rt  1 8 3 5 , p. 3 "R e s o lu tio n s  adopted at the 
fo rm atio n  o f th e S o c ie ty ,  12th D ecem b er 1833"

2 G. E .  S .  Annual R e p o rt  1 8 3 5 , pp. 9 -1 0

3 G. E .  S .  M in u te  Book I ,  6 D e c e m b e r 183 3 , 7 D ecem b er 1833 ,
10 D ecem b er 1833.
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t r ip  to B r i ta in  in 1 8 3 3 , o s te n s ib ly  to ra is e  funds fo r  a negro

vocational s c h o o l,  and in fa c t  f o r  combating the w o r k  of the
4

A m e ric a n  C o lo n iza t io n  S o c ie ty  p r o v id e d  the ca ta ly s t  fo r  its  

fo rm ation . T h e  A m e ric a n  a b o li t io n is ts  of whom G a r r is o n  was  

only one of m any, w e re  deep ly  in te re s te d  in the w o rk  of the 

B r i t is h  a b o li t io n is ts  not on ly  to le a rn  th e ir  techniques but to 

a c q u ire  an a u ra  of re s p e c ta b i l i ty  through a f f i l ia t io n  and re c o g 

n it ion . G a r r is o n 's  t r ip  should be v iew ed  as an attem pt to ga ther  

about h im s e lf  th is  c lo a k  o f  re s p e c ta b i l i ty  p ro v id e d  by the 

successful B r i t is h  a b o l i t io n is ts .  A s  f a r  as the G lasgow  

o rg a n iz a t io n  w as con cern ed  he w as em inently  successfu l. H is  

acqua in tance  and f r ie n d s h ip  w ith  G e o rg e  Thompson p ro v id e d  the  

n e c e s s a ry  link  w hich led  to the estab lishm ent of the G. E .  S .

B e fo re  his t r ip  l i t t le  a tten tio n  had been pa id  by the B r i t is h  

a b o lit io n is ts  con cern ed  as they w e re  getting  r id  of s la v e ry  in 

th e ir  own c o lo n ie s ,  to the new ly  em erg ing  A m e ric a n  movement. 

Thom pson's  enthusiasm  f o r  the p o l ic ie s  of G a rr is o n  stim ulated  h is  

d r iv e  to e s ta b lis h  a n t is la v e ry  s o c ie t ie s  throughout B r i ta in  fo r  

u n iv e rs a l em ancipation . G a r r is o n  had inv ited  Thompson to v is i t  

A m e ric a  to w o rk  fo r  th is  end. To  avoid  any c r i t ic is m  in the  

U n ite d  S ta te s  as to who was supporting  th is  v e n tu re  G a r r is o n  had
i

req uested  that Thompson be to ta l ly  sub s id ized  by B r i t is h  organ iza tio ns .'  

In any event n e ith e r  G a r r is o n  n o r  the N ew  Eng land  A n t i - s la v e r y  

S o c ie ty  which he re p re s e n te d  could a ffo rd  to pay fo r  the m ission so 

n e c e s s a r i ly  the funds had to come from  the B r i t is h .  Consequently  

Thompson set about o rg a n iz in g  a number o f s o c ie t ie s  w ith  th is

4 M e r r i l l  , A g a in s t W ind And T id e  p . 6 6 .
W . P .  G a r r is o n  and F .  J. G a r r is o n ,  W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a rr is o n  
1 8 0 5 -1 8 7 9 ,  T h e  S to r y  o f H is  L i f e  T o ld  by his  C h ild re n  
(N ew  Y o r k  1 8 85  4 vol s. ) 1, 3 52 -79 .

5 G. E .  S .  Annual R e p o r t  18 3 5 ,  pp. 9 -1 0
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5 p u rp ose  in mind. On O c to b e r  2 5 th ,  1833 he v is ite d  and

o rg a n iz e d  such a soc ie ty  in E d in b u rg h . L a t e r  in G la s g o w , using  

the f ra m e w o rk  o f the G lasgow  A nti S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  (in  e x is ten ce  

since 1823) he o rg a n iz e d  the E m ancipation  S o c ie ty  p u re ly  fo r  the
g

purpose  o f s u p p o rt in g  his t r ip  to the U n ite d  S ta te s .  It must be  

rem em bered  that Thompson had been an Agency Com m ittee le c tu r e r
7

against W est Ind ian s la v e ry  and that once this had been abolished  

he found h im s e lf  out of a job . As a p ro fe s s io n a l a g i ta to r ,  which  

in essence  was e x a c t ly  what he w a s , th is  put him in a d if f ic u lt  

po s itio n . It should be made c le a r  that a lthough Thompson w as a 

p ro fe s s io n a l a g ita to r  he was no t a m e rc e n a ry  as some of his  

d e t r a c to r s  attem pted to make him out to be. N e v e r th e le s s ,  his  

advocacy of many d if fe re n t  causes , though a lw ays  in the l ib e ra l  

s p h e re ,  exposed him to such c r i t ic is m .  A  t r ip  to the U n ite d  S ta te s  

would enhance h is  rep u ta tio n  as a r e fo r m e r  and p ro v id e  fu r th e r  

f ie ld s  fo r  ag ita t io n  and in c id e n ta lly  sustenance. Th us  a society  

l ik e  the G. E .  S . o rg a n iz e d  fo r  his support could s e rv e  the purpose  

of enhancing his re p u ta t io n  and p ro v id in g  a basis  fo r  fu r th e r  

ag ita tio n . G a r r is o n fs t r ip  then can be said  to be of param ount  

im p ortan ce  in the estab lishm ent o f the G. E . S . as it  brought  

together v e r y  im portan t fo rc e s  at w o rk  in the f ie ld  of ag ita tio n  

and d iv e r te d  th e ir  d ire c t io n  from  im p e ria l to u n iv e rs a l a tten tion .  

F u r t h e r ,  the t r ip  s e rv e d  to i l lu s t ra te  the accom plishm ents of 

B r i ta in  in the  a n t i - s la v e r y  f ie ld  and em phasize  th e i r  le a d e rs h ip .  

Th us  G a r r is o n fs jo u rn e y  to England s e rv e d  a dual purpose  as it 

es tab lis h e d  h im , at le a s t in B r i t is h  e y e s ,  as the lead ing  A m erican  

a b o lit io n is t  and it founded a new movement w ith in  B r i t a in ,  i . e .  

the movement fo r  w o r ld  w ide  em an c ip a tio n . T h is  had been his
g

in tention  and w ith  the help o f men l ik e  Thompson he succeeded.

6 G. E .  S .  M inute  Book I ,  6 D ecem b er 1833  
T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  p. 23

7 R ucham es, T h e  L e t t e r s  o f  W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n  I I ,  xxx.
S te p h e n , A n ti - S I  a v e ry  Recoi l ec tions  p. 148

8 See»»Garrison to the B o a rd  of M anagers  of the N ew  E ngland
A n t i - S la v e r y  S o c ie ty " in  T h e  L i b e r a t o r , 7 S e p te m b e r 1833.



O th e r  fo rc e s  w e re  p r e s e n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  which added to the

form ation  of the G . E .  S .  T h e  s tru g g le  against colonial s la v e r y ,

which in the case of G lasgow  had o f f ic ia l ly  commenced in 1 8 2 3 ,

had le ft  a fe e lin g  of deep d is t ru s t  tow ard s  the W est Indian p la n te rs .

Many b i t t e r  w o rd s  had passed between the p r o  and a n t i - s la v e r y

faction s  and in the eyes o f  the local a b o lit io n is ts  the e x - s la v e -

h o ld ers  could not be t ru s te d  in the a d m in is tra t io n  of the a p p re n t ic e -  
9

ship system. P a r l ia m e n t  had p laced  the burden o f e s ta b lis h in g  

the n e c e s s a ry  f ra m e w o rk  f o r  the im plem entation of its  A p p re n t ic e 

ship A c t on the c o lo n ia l  le g is la tu re s  r a th e r  than a d m in is te r in g  it 

d ire c t  from  London. T h e s e  le g is la tu r e s ,  w hich P a r l ia m e n t  had 

fo r  y e a rs  been a tte m p tin g  to p r e s s u r e  into a m e lio ra t in g  th e ir  s lave  

la w s , w e re  o f co u rs e  a b s o lu te ly  dominated by the p la n te rs .  T im e  

and again these p la n te rs  had com plained about, ignored  o r  fa i le d  

to c a r r y  out d i r e c t iv e s  fro m  P a r l ia m e n t  and the Colon ia l O f f ic e .  ® 

So it w as when they w e re  g iven the re s p o n s ib i l i ty  of g ra d u a lly  

em ancipating  the s la v e s  many a b o lit io n is ts  c o n s id ered  it w is e  

to keep a sharp  eye on the p la n te r s ’ a c t iv i t ie s .  T h is  susp ic ion  

is borne  out as e a r ly  as June 1835 when the G. E .  S . passed a

9 S e e  F o o tn o te  16 in p a r t  II of C h a p te r  1

10 B u rn ,  E m a n c ip a tio n  and A p p re n t ic e s h ip  pp. 8 1 -2  
W il l ia m  L a w  M a th ie s o n , B r i t is h  S la v e r y  and its  A b o lit io n  
1 8 2 3 -3 8  (London 1926) p p . 1 5 4 -6 4 ,  1 7 2 -4 .
M ath ie s o n , B r i t is h  S la v e  E m anc ip a tio n  p. 2
D a v is ,  ’’T h e  E m e rg e n c e  o f Im m ediatism  in B r i t is h  and
A m e ric a n  A n t is la v e ry  Thought" p. 219
N e g ro  A p p re n t ic e s h ip  in the C o lo n ies  -  A  R e v ie w  of the  
R e p o rt  of the S e le c t  Com m ittee of the House of Commons 
(London 1837) p. 7
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re s o lu t io n  in support of B u xto n 's  p ro p o s e d  in q u iry  into a lle g e d

v io la t io n s  of the A p p re n tic e s h ip  A c t. ^  It is also sym ptom atic  o f

the d o c tr in e  of immediate and unconditional em ancipation w hich
1 2dominated B r i t is h  a n t i -s la v e r y  thought a f te r  1830. F u r t h e r ,

the a b o lit io n is ts  who had been re s p o n s ib le  fo r  the e lim in a tio n  of

colonial s la v e ry  w e r e ,  as we have see n , av id  businessm en and

fe lt  that the enormous sum of £ 20m should not be handed o v e r  w ithout
1 3a f irm  gu a ra n te e  that the p u b lic  would get its  m oney's w o r th .

It is s ig n if ic a n t that one of the f i r s t  s o c ie t ie s  form ed w ith  th is  in

mind was in the in tense ly  com m ercial a tm osphere  of G lasgow .

T h ese  men had no intention o f a llo w in g  £ 2 0 m  to be squandered

simply fro m  neg lec tin g  to en fo rc e  the A p p re n t ic e s h ip  A ct o r

p e rm itt in g  the p la n te rs  to re in tro d u c e  s la v e ry  through the

a r b i t r a r y  e re c t io n  of d is c r im in a to ry  v a g ra n c y  law s. T h a t  th is

a ttitu d e  p re v a i le d  throughout B r i ta in  as a whole is bo rn e  out

by a re s o lu t io n  passed at an a n t is la v e ry  m eeting held in L o n d o n ’ s

E x e te r  H a ll  on 11th J u ly ,  1837. T h e  re s o lu t io n  stated :

"T h a t  this meeting is convinced from  the specim ens  
a lre a d y  fu rn is h e d , that un less the p ro g re s s  o f that 
d e s c r ip t io n  o f Colonia l L e g is la t io n  which is intended  
un der genera l t i t le s  o f la w  m ore p e c u l ia r ly  to a ffe c t  
the N e g ro  p o pu la tio n , be c a re fu l ly  and anxiously  
w atched by the B r i t is h  p u b lic  S la v e r y  w il l  be 
continued under new fo rm s fo r  many g en era tion s  
a f te r  the c lose  o f the te rm  o f the p re s e n t  
A p p re n t ic e s h ip . "14

W ell b e fo re  the pass ing  of the A c t B r i t is h  a b o lit io n is ts  had o f f ic ia l ly

come out against A p p ren ticesh ip  as a so lu tion  and w e re  s tro n g ly  in

11 G. E .  S . M inute Book I ,  9 June 1835

12 D a v is ,  "T h e  E m erg en ce  of Im m ediatism  in B r i t is h  and 
A m e ric a n  A n t is la v e ry  Thought" p. 2 0 9 -3 0
S e e  Footnote  12 in p a r t  II o f  Ch. I

13 G lasgow  A r g u s , 24 S ep tem ber 1835. F o r  the a b o li t io n is ts '  
po s ition  re g a rd in g  the proposed com pensation of £ 2 0 m to 
the s la v e  o w n e rs  see S c o ts  T im e s , 6 August 1833.

14 R eso lu tions  P as s e d  at an A n t i - S la v e r y  M eeting  at E x e t e r  H a l l ,
On the 11 th of J u ly j  1837 . T h is  c i r c u la r  is located  at the  
Rhodes House L i b r a r y ,  O x fo rd  in 100 .221  & 34.
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fa v o u r  of im m ediate and unconditional em ancipation. H o w e v e r ,

as p ra c t ic a l  men they r e a l iz e d  that it was the best of a bad deal

knowing fu ll w e ll that they could h a rd ly  expect to have all th e ir
1 5demands fu l f i l le d .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  th e ir  u n w ill in g n ess  to t ru s t

the W est Indian p la n te rs  was m anifested  in the o rg a n iz a t io n  of

s o c ie t ies  l ik e  the E d in b u rg h  and G lasgow  groups to keep a

c r i t ic a l  eye on th e i r  a c t iv i t ie s .

F i n a l l y ,  it should be re c o g n ize d  that th e re  was a d e f in ite

re lu c ta n c e  to disband any o rg a n iz a t io n  such as the G lasgow  A n t i -

S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  w hich had p ro v e d  so e f fe c t iv e  as a p o lit ic a l

p r e s s u r e  group ju s t  because it had succeeded in a tta in in g  its
1 6p r im a ry  o b je c t iv e . A f te r  a ll in the r e la t iv e ly  b r ie f  p e r io d  

between 1823 and 1833 it had , along w ith o th e r  such s o c ie t ie s ,  

succe s s fu lly  overcom e the s tro n g  opposition of the W est Indian  

in te re s ts  in P a r l ia m e n t  and accom plished at leas t p a r t ia l  

em ancipation of the s la v e s  w ith  f in a l freedom  only a fe w  y e a rs  

away. T h e  G. E .  S .  took the p o s itio n  that w h ile  th e re  w e re  many 

d if fe re n t  in te re s ts  re p re s e n te d  in P a r l ia m e n t  and w h ile  the W est  

Indian in te re s ts  w e re  by no means un im portant when a question at 

issue touched n e ith e r  a m em b er's  p a r t ic u la r  c o n c e rn s , nor those  

of his p a r t y ,  they could expect to convince him to vote  accord in g  

to his conception o f  p r in c ip le  and o f course  the national good. 

Thus the h u m a n ita r ia n  appeal of the a b o lit io n is ts  could be v e ry  

e ffe c t iv e  even w ithout m a jo r  in te re s ts  o r  la rg e  po p u la r  support

15 S te p h e n , A n t i - S la v e r y  R e c o lle c t io n s  p. 121 
B u rn ,  E m a n c ip a tio n  and A p p re n t ic e s h ip  p. 88 
T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  p. xi
D a v is ,  " T h e  E m e rg e n c e  o f  Imm ediatism  in B r i t is h  and 
A m e ric a n  A nti s la v e ry  Thought" pas s im .

16 R ic e ,  " T h e  S c o tt is h  F a c t o r  in the F ig h t  A g a in s t A m erican  
S la v e r y "  p. 12
T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  p p .x i ,  x i i .
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on its  s ide  as long as they could p ro v e  that th e ir  goals would not

in ju re  B r i t a in 's  o v e ra l l  p o s itio n  o r  in some way p e rs o n a lly  a ffe c t
1 7a m a jo r i ty  of M. P .  's .  T h e  G. E .  S . was to continue to p e t it io n

and m e m o r ia l iz e  both P a r l ia m e n t  and the s o v e re ig n  from  its

inception t i l l  the v e r y  end in 1876  a lw ays  to in fluence  the s tate

to take  m easure  f o r  its  ends o r  to inform  it of a s ituation  it held

to be a v io la t io n  of the law  o r  m o ra l i ty .  It was because of th is

b e l ie f  that its  w o rk  w as  not yet com pleted and its a b i l i ty  to in

some way fu r th e r  the cause of the s la v e  in o th e r  p a r ts  of the w o r ld

that the G lasgow  Anti S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  was u n w ill in g  to disband

a f te r  it had accom plished its  o b je c t ,  fo r  as hu m an ita r ian s  the

members of the G. E .  S .  knew  about and w e re  deeply  concerned

w ith  both the u n iv e rs a l  s la v e  t ra d e  and s la v e ry .  It would be

foo lish  to d is s o lv e  an o rg a n iz a t io n  that had helped to do so much

good when th e re  was s t i l l  so much m ore to do.

T h e  G lasgow  E m an c ip a tio n  S o c ie ty  was not m e re ly  a band

of l ib e ra l  h u m a n ita r ia n s  g a th e re d  to g eth er to f ig h t s la v e ry  fo r  lack

of a b e t te r  cause. It was fo rm ed  through a com bination of e v e n ts ,

a tt itu d es  and p ers o n a l it ie s  which sought a v a r ie ty  of goals  all

linked in some way w ith  the w ord  " s la v e r y " .  G a r r is o n 's  t r ip  to

B r i ta in  seeking support f o r  the A m e ric a n  movement f i r e d  the idea

of in te rn a tio n a l s la v e ry  and consequently  u n iv e rs a l em ancipation.

The  S o c ie ty 's  p a r t ia l  success in the cause of B r i t is h  s laves  enabled

them to tu rn  its a tten tio n  in th is  d ire c t io n .  S in c e  the U n ited

S ta te s  was in t im a te ly  connected w ith B r i ta in  in so many w a y s , the
1 8

U n ite d  S ta te s  was the log ica l focal point of its  a c t iv i ty .

G a r r is o n 's  in v ita t io n  to Thom pson to c ru sade  in A m e r ic a  at 

B r i t is h  expense gave the S o c ie ty  a tang ib le  program m e w hereby  it 

might a c tu a lly  feel as though it w e re  accom plish ing this  end. A s

17 R . A . A u stin  and W . D . S m ith ,  "Im ages of A f r ic a n  and 
B r i t is h  s la v e  t ra d e  A b o lit io n  : the tra n s it io n  to an 
Im p e r ia l is t  ideo logy 1 7 8 7 -1 8 0 7 "  A f r ic a n  H is to r ic a l  
S tu d ie s  v o l . II no. 1 (1969)

18 F r a n k  T h is t le t h w a i t e , T h e  A n g lo -A m e r ic a n  Connection in

the E a r l y  N in e te e n th  C e n tu ry  (P h ila d e lp h ia  1959) Ch. 1 
passim , and p p . 1 0 8 -9



f a r  as the A m e r ic a n  a b o li t io n is ts  w e re  c o n cern ed , it had the

d e s ire d  e ffe c t  of connecting the h igh ly  re s p e c ta b le  B r i t is h

movement un der the d is t in g u is h e d  le a d e rs h ip  of C la rk s o n ,

B u xto n , Brougham  and o th e rs  w ith  the new and as yet u n -
1 9d is ting u ish ed  A m e r ic a n  movement. T h is  connection was in i t ia l ly

un dertaken  by the S c o tt is h  s o c ie t ie s  and la te r  by the B r i t is h

movement as a w ho le . A t  the same time the B r i t is h  a b o lit io n is ts

wanted to in s u re  the abso lu te  success of th e ir  own w o rk  in the

W est In d ie s , in s e c u re  as they w e re  as to the A p p re n tic e s h ip

program m e. O f  c o u rs e  none of th is  w ould have been p o ss ib le

w ithout the p r o p e r  m otiva tion  w hich w a s , as we have s e e n ,

ex is tan t in B r i ta in  as a w hole  in this age of fe rv id  E v a n g e lic a l  
20a c t iv i ty .  A ll  these aspec ts  w e re  im portant at one phase o r

another in the developm ent o f the G. E .  S .

T h e  p r e c is e  f ra m e w o rk  of the G . E .  S .  was set up by a

s e r ie s  o f re s o lu t io n s  passed in its  f i r s t  p u b lic  m eeting on

D ecem b er 12 th , 1833. T h e s e  re s o lu t io n s ,  w h ile  not a p p re c ia b ly

d if fe re n t  from  those that set up many p h ila n th ro p ic  s o c ie t ie s ,  do

n e v e r th e le s s  g ive  some ind ica tio n  as to the s o r t  o f men that went

to make up its  m em bersh ip . T h e  f i r s t  res o lu t io n  stated as we have

seen that s ince  s la v e ry  w as in c o n s is te n t  w ith  C h r is t ia n i ty  and the

best in te re s ts  of mankind a soc ie ty  f o r  u n iv e rs a l em an c ip a tio n  be

set up. Th us  a new  d ire c t io n  is  s e t ,  that of w o r ld  w ide  ra th e r

than m e re ly  co lo n ia l em ancipation . It a lso shows a deep concern

w ith  C h r is t ia n  p r in c ip le s  w hich w as c e r ta in ly  not uncommon among
21the o th e r  p h i la n th ro p ic  s o c ie t ie s  o f the day. R eso lu tion  II

19 Ib id , p. 108

20 C h r is t in e  B o l t ,  T h e  A nti S la v e r y  Movement and R e 
co n stru c tio n  , A  Study in A n g lo -A m e r ic a n  C o -o p e ra t io n  
1 8 3 3 -7 7  (O x fo rd  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s  1969) p. 5

21 Ib id .
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m e re ly  s ta te s  that the s o c ie ty  shall be c a lle d  the G lasgow

E m anc ip a tio n  S o c ie ty .  T h e  th ird  re s o lv e s  to g ive  f in anc ia l a id

to G e o rg e  Thompson on h is  m ission to A m e r ic a  f o r  th re e  y e a rs  o r

lo n g e r . T h e  fo u rth  re s o lu t io n  s ta tes  f i rm ly  that the soc ie ty  is

w i l l in g  to w o rk  s e p a ra te ly  o r  in c o n cert  w ith  o th e r  s o c ie ties .

T h is  g ives  n o tice  of the s o c ie ty 's  independence which is re ta in e d

throughout its  h is to ry  and w hich it  even went so f a r  as to recommend

to o th er  s o c ie t ie s  such as it did in 1853 in an add ress  to the

M a n c h e s te r  Anti S la v e r y  U n ion  which w a s  then in the p ro c e s s  of 
22fo rm in g . R e s o lu tio n  V .  s ta tes  that m em bership is open to all

who a r e  f r ie n d ly  to w a rd  th e ir  ob jec t and who c o n tr ib u te  the sum of

5s p e r  y e a r .  T h is  s u b s c r ip t io n  of 5s p e r  y e a r ,  w h ile  it would tend

to keep out the w o rk in g  c la s s  w as not n e a r ly  so high as some of the
23B ib le  s o c ie t ie s  asked fo r .  T h e  fin a l re s o lu t io n  appointed the 

o ff ic e h o ld e rs  and C om m ittee of the soc ie ty  and gave them the po w er

22 G. E .  S .  M inute  Book I V ,  20 D ecem b er 1853

23 T h e  G lasgow  B ib le  S o c ie ty  and the G lasgow  S o c ie ty  fo r  
P ro m o tin g  C h r is t ia n i ty  among the Jew s asked fo r  10s 6d 
p e r  annum as did the G la s g o w  A u x i l ia r y  S o c ie ty  in aid  
of the B a p tis t  M iss ion  and T ra n s la t io n s  in Ind ia . It 
should a lso  be po in ted  out that the low and by no means  
s e c u re  w ages o f  the fa c to ry  w o r k e r s ,  w e a v e rs ,  day  
labouras etc. made it  almost im possib le  fo r  them to jo in  
the S o c ie ty  even had they the d e s ir e  to do so. Most
of th e ir  e a rn in g s  went to w a rd  consumption meaning  
foo d , c lo thes  and s h e l te r  w ith  l i t t le  le ft  o v e r  fo r  
am en ities  l ik e  m em bership  in the G. E .  S .

81



to add m em bers to them selves; that a quorum of seven was

n e c e s s a ry  fo r  a m eeting to be h e ld ; and that any m in is te r  being a

member o r  s u b s c r ib e r  of the s o c ie ty  would au to m atica lly  be on 
24

the com m ittee. T h e  re q u ire m e n t that seven be a quorum f o r  a 

v a l id  m eeting w as often b ro k e n  d u r in g  p e r io d s  of s lack in te re s t  o r  

when action  was d e s ire d  q u ic k ly  and th e re  was in s u ff ic ie n t t im e  to 

g ath er to g e th e r  the re q u ir e d  num ber. A lso  w h e th e r  through o v e r 

sight o r  in te n t ,  s e v e ra l  m in is te rs  who w e re  s u b s c r ib e rs  w e re  

n e v e r  l is te d  as com m itteem en. T h e  bas ic  s t ru c tu re  o f the s o c ie ty  

was s im p le  in that it s ta ted  its ob ject and set up the m ac h in ery  to 

w ork  to w a rd  it .  T h e  d i f f ic u l ty  lay in ach iev ing  it.

T h e  f i r s t  and p r im a r y  ob ject o f the G . E .  S . was the support  

of G e o rg e  Thompson in A m e r ic a .  It was n o t , h o w e v e r ,  b linded to the 

fact that h is  in te r fe re n c e  in the dom estic  a f fa irs  o f any fo re ig n  state  

and e s p e c ia l ly  those o f  the U n ite d  S ta te s  would be met w ith  

h o s t i l i ty .  T h e  in te rp re ta t io n  Thompson and consequently  the 

G . E .  S . gave to the t r ip  was that he was going m ere ly  to convince  

the A m e r ic a n s  to b r in g  p r e s s u r e  to b e a r  on th e ir  own Governm ent  

to get the s la v e s  em ancipated. Thompson was going to w a rn  them 

that a ll l ib e r ty  w ould  soon be abo lished  in th e ir  country  if they  

continued to to le r a te  s la v e ry .  ^

T h e  d an g er of in te r fe r in g  in the in te rn a l a f fa irs  of o th e r  

c o u n tr ie s  was f u r th e r  brought home to the m em bers of the S o c ie ty  

in a le t te r  from  L o r d  S u f f ie ld  in re p ly  to one from  John M u r ra y  

seeking h is  opin ion as to the a d v is a b il i ty  of req ues ting  the Kinc^ to 

in s tru c t the M in is te r  of F o re ig n  A f fa i r s  and am bassadors to e n te r

24 F o r  R e s o lu tio n s  see G. E .  S .  M inutes Book 1, 12 D ecem b er  
1833. S e e  a lso  G lasgow  A r g u s , 16 D ecem b er 1833.

25 G. E .  S .  Annual R e p o r t  1 8 3 5 , pp. 7 -9
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into fo re ig n  co rre s p o n d e n c e  w ith  s lave  hold ing c o u n tr ie s  to p re v a i l  

upon them to f r e e  th e ir  s la v e s . L o r d  S u ff ie ld  stated that he would  

not a d v is e  attem pting to get the U n ite d  S ta te s  to abo lish  s la v e ry  as  

the e f fo r ts  would only r e t a r d  its  ab o lit io n  due to th e ir  resentm ent  

of B r i t is h  in te r fe re n c e  in th e ir  in te rn a l a f fa i r s .  L o r d  S u ff ie ld  

went on to say :

w il l  confess my b e l ie f  that e x c lu s iv e  atten tion  to 
the f in a l e x tin c tio n  o f  i t  (s la v e ry )  in our own 
C o lo n ie s ,  the p e a c e a b le ,  the safe  and s a lu to ry  and 
the p ro s p e ro u s  te rm in a tio n  of human bondage among 
o u r fe llo w  sub jects  w il l  do m ore to put an end to 
s la v e ry  in o th e r  p a r ts  o f  the W o r ld  than at p re s e n t  
can be done by o th er  m eans. n 26

and he went on to recom m end the d iffus ion  o f  re l ig io u s  knowledge to

the new ly  em ancipated B r i t is h  s la v e s  as a m o re  e f fe c t iv e  way to

fight fo re ig n  s la v e ry .  Thom as F o w e ll  B u xto n , the o th er  im portan t

a n t i -s la v e r y  le a d e r  in P a r l ia m e n t ,  w ro te  a s im i la r  le t te r  to M u r ra y
27recom m ending success o f the B r i t is h  p lan f i r s t  as an example.

T h is  was not at all the  k ind  of re p ly  the com m ittee wanted who,

flushed w ith the a b o lit io n  of s la v e ry  in August and en th u s ia s tic

o v e r  the fo rth com in g  Thompson m is s io n , we re  keen to launch

another campaign of m em o ria ls  and p e t it io n s  to London and p u b lic

m eetings and prop agan da  throughout the re s t  of the cou ntry .

M e an w h ile  the G. E .  S .  w a ite d  fo r  the d e p a r tu re  of Thompson

on h is  m ission. Thom pson h o w e v e r ,  had been seeking  additional
28support from  the Agency C om m ittee  in London. In a le t te r  of 

F e b r u a r y  18 th , 1 8 3 4 , to the G. E .  S .  Com m ittee he f i r s t  asked them 

to c o lle c t  s ig n a tu re s  fo r  a M em o ria l to be sent to the P re s id e n t  and

26 G. E .  S . M inute  Book I ,  L e t t e r  from  L o r d  S u ff ie ld  to M u r r a y ,  
25  F e b r u a r y  1834.

27 Ib id ,  le t te r  from  Buxton to M u r r a y ,  24 F e b r u a r y  1834

28 T h e  Agency C om m ittee had been the p r im e  m over in the  
B r i t is h  e f fo r t  to abo lish  colonial s la v e ry  and had p re v io u s ly  
employed both Thompson and Josep h  S tu r g e ,  the founder of 
the B r i t is h  and F o re ig n  A n ti S la v e r y  S o c ie ty ,  as its  
l e c t u r e r s , . S e e  footnote  16 Ch. I p a r t  I I .
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C o n g re s s  o f the U n ite d  S ta te s .  H e went on to s ta te  the v ie w s  of the

Agency A n t i - S la v e r y  S o c ie ty ,  which he was attem pting to e s ta b l is h ,

as to the re la t io n s h ip  betw een that soc ie ty  and the p ro v in c ia l

s o c ie t ie s  inc lud ing  G lasgow  and E d in b u rg h . T h e  f i r s t  point o f  h ighest

im portance  was that th e re  should be a national soc ie ty  w ith  a ll  e f fo r ts

d ire c te d  from  London. T h is  would a l lo w  any agent re p re s e n t in g  them

in the U n ite d  S ta te s  to be m ore e ffe c t iv e  as he would then re p re s e n t

all the an ti s la v e ry  s o c ie t ie s  in G re a t  B r i ta in .  S e c o n d ly ,  that

individual e f fo r ts  by independent a n t i -s la v e r y  s o c ie t ie s  would on ly

w eaken the movement and should be d isco u rag ed  as it would lead  the

p u b lic  to b e lie v e  th e re  was je a lo u s y  o r  schism  w ith in  the movement.

F i n a l l y ,  T h e  Agency S o c ie ty  fe lt  that Thompson should be u n d e r

th e ir  d ire c t io n  on h is  t r ip  to A m e r ic a  in o r d e r  to un ify  the movement

and p re v e n t  d issen tio n . Thompson went on to recom m end, no doubt

w ith  v e ry  l i t t le  con fid ence  as he was w ell a w a re  of the independent

a tt itu d e  of the S c o tt is h  s o c ie t ie s ,  that the G. E .  S . should become

an a u x i l ia r y  to the London soc ie ty  though of cou rse  he would a lw a y s
29feel h im s e lf  p e c u l ia r ly  a re p re s e n ta t iv e  of the S c o tt is h  s o c ie t ie s .

M u r r a y 's  re p ly  that the G. E .  S . would act in c o n c e rt  w ith  but not as

an a u x i l ia r y  to the A gency A n t i - S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  w as taken as a sign

of di s tru s t  o f that s o c ie ty  by the G. E .  S .  T h e  G. E .  S . 's  d ec is io n

to postpone action  on the M em oria l to the U n ite d  S ta te s  P re s id e n t

and C o n g re s s  met w ith  the c r i t ic is m  that th is  p roposal had met w ith

imm ediate accep tance  w ith  the L iv e r p o o l ,  M a n c h e s te r ,  B irm in g h a m ,
30S h e ff ie ld  and B r is to l  s o c ie t ie s .

In a le t te r  to Sm eal , Thompson stated that he had been 

invo lved  in o rg a n iz in g  the B r i t is h  and F o re ig n  S o c ie ty  fo r  the 

U n iv e rs a l  A b o lit io n  of N e g ro  S la v e r y  and the S la v e  T r a d e  (known

29 G . E .  S . M inute  Book I ,  le t te r  from  Thompson to G . E .  S .  
C o m m ittee , 18 F e b r u a r y  1834.

30 Ib id , le t t e r  f ro m  John C r is p  to M u r r a y ,  29 M arch  1834.
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as the Agency S o c ie ty )  w hich had become n e c e s s a ry  due to the

in a c t iv ity  of the A gency C om m ittee  a f te r  the A p p re n tic e s h ip  A c t

had been passed. H e  a lso c la im ed to have been e s ta b lis h in g  new

anti s la v e ry  s o c ie t ie s  in B a th ,  B irm in g h a m , B o sto n , W is b e a c h ,

B r is t o l ,  C h e lm s fo rd ,  S ta in e ^  E x e t e r  and W oburn . T o  the question

as to why th e re  w e r e  no p rom inen t names on the r o l ls  o f the new

A gency S o c ie ty  Thompson r e p l ie d  that he fe l t  it was m ore im portant

to set up the soc ie ty  im m edia te ly  than to w a it  fo r  notable people  to
31jo in  -  they soon w o u ld .  In this Thompson was m ere ly  being

p ra c t ic a l  c o n s id e r in g  that h is  o b jec t was to o rg a n iz e  support fo r

his m ission to the U n ite d  S ta te s  and that it r e a l ly  made l i t t le

d if fe re n c e  who w as  in the s o c ie ty  so long as they w e re  w i l l in g  to

help . T h is  w as in m arked  co n tra s t to a resp on se  to a s im i la r

question to John C r is p ,  the in te r im  S e c r e ta r y  of the London grou p ,

who stated sim ply that the old  Agency Com m ittee had been t im id ,

in a c tiv e  and w ithout w e l l -d e f in e d  a n t i -s la v e r y  p r in c ip le s .  T h e  new

Agency S o c ie ty  " p r e f e r r e d  confin ing  th e ir  numbers to those

in d iv id u a ls  who though less  known to the p u b lic  had p ro v e d

them selves to be the most useful A l l ie s  and the most constant to
32A n t i - S la v e r y  p r in c ip le s .  " T y p ic a l o f many a n t i -s la v e r y  le a d e rs  

he fa i le d  to g iv e  ju s t ic e  to the e f fo r ts  of o th ers  as it had been the 

Agency C om m ittee that had been re s p o n s ib le  fo r  much o f  the popu lar  

ag ita tio n  aga inst W est Ind ian s la v e ry .

In A u g u st, Thom pson was at las t p re p a re d  to set sa il from  

L iv e r p o o l .  In the m eantim e G e n e ra l L a fa y e t te ,  who the G. E .  S .  

named as one o f th e ir  H o n o ra ry  and C o rre sp o n d in g  M e m b e rs , had 

died and it was dec ided  to hold a p u b lic  meeting on August 4th to

31 Ib id . le t t e r  fro m  Thompson to Smeal , 18 F e b r u a r y  1834

32 Ib id ,  le t t e r  fro m  C r is p  to G. E . S .  C om m ittee , 29 M arch  
T 8 3 4



te s t i fy  the S o c ie ty fs g re a t  re s p e c t  fo r  him. T h e  m eeting had been

postponed from  August 1st out o f re g a rd  fo r  the D issen ting

m in is te rs  who w ished to o b s e rv e  that day as a D ay of T h an ksg iv in g
33fo r  the A b o li t io n  o f C o lon ia l s la v e ry  which then came into e ffec t.

Thom pson, w a it in g  in L iv e rp o o l  fo r  h is  d e p a r tu r e ,  had a lre a d y

given one fa re w e l l  a d d re s s  in G lasgow  on J a n u a ry  2 4 th ,  but he

ag reed  to take  p a r t  in th is  m eeting thus putting o ff  h is  d e p a r tu re

fo r  a few  days. T h e  August 4th m eeting , held in D r .  B e a tt ie *s

Chapel , was c h a ire d  by the V e n e ra b le  R o b e rt  G raham e who had

been a person a l f r ie n d  of L a fa y e t te .  It was a lso  G rah am e who had

been in c h a rg e  of w r i t in g  up the re s o lu t io n s  w ith  help  from  Johnston,

S m e a l , M c L a re n  and W atson. T h e  m eeting approved a res o lu t io n

of a ffe c t io n a te  esteem  fo r  the G e n e ra l and sent an e u lo g is t ic

ad d re s s  to his son , G eo rg e  W ashington L a fa y e tte  who they w e re

also to m a k e  an H o n o ra ry  and C o rre s p o n d in g  M em ber. F in a l ly

Thom pson, o v e r  s ix  months a f te r  his las t fa re w e l l  a d d re s s ,  gave

another in w hich he d u t ifu l ly  gave thanks and devout g ra t itu d e  to
34God f o r  the freedo m  to the s la v e s . A  few  days l a t e r ,  on August

15 th , he set sail fo r  N ew  Y o r k .  H e  took w ith  him a R esolu tion  of

A p p re c ia t io n  to M is s  P ru d e n c e  C ra n d e ll  o f C a n te rb u ry  Connecticut
ah

fo r  h e r  conduct^andAe n g ra v in g  on p la te  from  the women of the
35G lasgow  L a d ie s  A u x i l ia r y  A n t i - S la v e r y  S o c ie ty .

33 Ib id ,  30 June 1 8 3 4 , 22 Ju ly  1834

34 Ib id ,  4 A ugust 1834  
G lasgow  A r g u s , 7 August 1834

35 P ru d e n c e  C r a n d e l l ,  a th i r ty  y e a r  old mannish looking
fa n a t ic a l s p in s te r  and an a b o l i t io n is t ,  had attem pted to 
set up a school fo r  b la c k  lad ies  but the v io len t re a c tio n  
of the peo p le  o f C a n te rb u ry  C onnecticut and legal action  
u lt im a te ly  p re v e n te d  its  founding.
S e e  M e r r i  11, A g a in s t W ind  and T id e  p. 64 
G. E .  S .  Annual R e p o rt  18 3 5 ,  A ppend ix  p. 42
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Thom pson’ s v is i t  to the U n ite d  S ta te s  has been discussed many 
36times and it is  not the purpose  of th is  thes is  to go into it in

any g re a t  d e ta i l .  H is  coming had been w e ll a d v e r t is e d  by

G a rr is o n  in his new spaper T h e  L i b e r a t o r . H e was to have

a r r iv e d  on the U n ite d  S ta te s  w hich had le ft  L iv e rp o o l on the

8 th of August and had he done s o , he p ro b a b ly  would have met w ith

a l iv e ly  re c e p tio n . Upon the a r r iv a l  o f the U n ite d  S t a t e s , the

C apta in  o f  the vesse l had been w a rn e d  by the p ilo t that if  Thompson

w e re  on board  he should hide fo r  h is  l i fe  as th e re  was the

p o s s ib i l i ty  of a v io len t recep tio n  w a it in g  fo r  him in N ew  Y o r k .

S e v e ra l  days la te r  when he f in a l ly  did a r r i v e  he was almost

im m ediately  turned  out of his hotel in o r d e r  to g ra t i fy  an
37indignant S o u th e rn  guest. In b r ie f ,  h is  m ission tu rned  out to 

be anything but a howling success. Thompson was ju s t the s o r t  

of man the p r o s la v e r y  and m oderate  p re s s  could lash into as a
38fo re ig n  in s t ig a to r  meddling in A m e r ic a ’ s p r iv a te  in te rn a l a f fa i r s .  

Thompson was an a g g re s s iv e ,  a n ta g o n is t ic , c h a lle n g in g  and often  

s a rc a s t ic  stump spe a k e r  who often in fu r ia te d  the pu b lic . In N ew

36 F o r  s e v e ra l good d e s c r ip t io n s  see :
Samuel J. M a y , Some R e c o lle c t io n s  of our A n t is la v e ry  
C o n fl ic t  (N ew  Y o r k  re p r in t  1 968) pp. 11 5 -2 5
C. Duncan R ic e ,  " T h e  Anti S la v e r y  M iss ion  o f G e o rg e  
Thompson to the U n ite d  S ta te s  1 8 3 4 -1 8 3 5 "  Journal of  
A m e ric a n  S tud ies  vo l. 2 (1 9 6 8 ) ,  13-31  
T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  pp. 2 7 -9  
T h is t le th w a ite ,  T h e  Anglo A m e ric a n  Connection pp. 109-1  1 
G a r r is o n ,  Wi 11 iam L lo y d  G a r r is o n  l t 4 4 6 -5 2 2 ,  II 1 -7 2  
John L .  Th om as, T h e  L ib e r a t o r  W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n  : 
a B iog rap hy  (Boston 1963) p p . 1 9 4 -2 0 3

37 G. E .  S . Annual R e p o rt 1 8 3 5 , p. 23  
G a r r is o n ,  W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n  I ,  4 4 6 ,  451

38 B o lt ,  T h e  A n t i - S la v e r y  Movement and R e c o n s tru c tio n  p. 2 3 -4

87



H a m p s h ire  and M aine mobs broke  windows in the h a lls  w h e re  the

a b o lit io n is ts  came to h e a r  him. In L o w e ll  M assachusetts  he was

n e a r ly  h it  in the head by a la rg e  b r ic k b a t  and indeed n e a r  the end

of his m ission in S ep tem ber 1835 he was hit in the face  by a stone
39w h ile  d e l iv e r in g  a le c tu re  in Boston. F o r  fo u rte e n  months  

Thompson stayed in the U n ite d  S ta te s  le c tu r in g ,  fo rm ing  a n t i 

s la v e ry  s o c ie t ie s ,  s t i r r in g  up antagonism and in genera l causing  

much exc item ent.

In G lasgow  the G. E .  S .  , w h ic h , w ith  the E d in b u rg h  s o c ie ty ,  

w e re  to a la rg e  p a r t  f in anc in g  Thom pson's  t r i p ,  c a lle d  th re e  

com m ittee m eetings to re a d  le t te r s  from  him con cern ing  h is

p ro g re s s  and in re tu rn  sent fo r  h is  support £ 2 0 2 . 10s. a ll o f  which
40

was sent to the Agency S o c ie ty  in London. In A p r i l  1835 the 

G . E .  S .  re c e iv e d  w ord  from  Thompson that he had d raw n  on th e ir  

account the amount of £ 1 0 0  which the T r e a s u r e r  announced the  

S o c ie ty  was u n p re p a re d  fo r .  It was decided to seek help from  the 

E d in b u rg h  group as w ell as to send out a ca ll f o r  s u b s c rip tio n s  in 

o r d e r  to honour the d ra f t .  A t a meeting c a lle d  on June 9 th , it was  

le a rn e d  that the Ed inburgh  soc ie ty  had m eanw hile  taken upon i ts e l f  

the w hole  amount and had s ince A p r i l  re m itte d  the m oney, thus  

getting  the G. E .  S .  o ff the hook. T h is  no doubt cam e as a r e l i e f  

to the m em bers of the com mittee fo r  as the Cash Book re v e a ls  the 

f in an ces  of the S o c ie ty  at that t im e w e re  in a v e ry  poor condition . 

B ecause of this the T r e a s u r e r  in s tru c te d  Thompson to r e f r a in  in 

the fu tu re  from  d ra w in g  upon them d ire c t ly  but to d ra w  upon the

39 G a r r is o n ,  W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n  I ,  4 5 1 -2  
M e r r i l l ,  A gainst W ind and T id e ,  pp. 100-1
R usse ll B. N y e , W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n  and the H u m a n ita r ia n  
R e fo rm e rs  (Boston 1955) pp. 80-1
Russel B. N y e ,  F e t te re d  F re e d o m  ; C iv i l  L ib e r t ie s  and the 
S la v e r y  C o n tro v e rs y  1 8 3 0 -1 8 6 0  (M ichigan S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty  
P r e s s  1 963) pp. 201 - 3

40 G. E .  S .  Cash Book I ,  21 A p r i l  1 8 3 4 , 11 August 1834  
10 M arch  1835 , 10 D ecem ber 1835
G. E .  S .  M inute Book I ,  22 O c to b e r  1 8 34 , 18 M arch  183 5 ,
10 A p r i l  1835
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Agency S o c ie ty  to which the G. E .  S .  w e re  to rem it  funds fo r  h is  
41

support.

in A m e r ic a  Thompson was bu ild in g  up m ore  and m ore  h a tred

against h im self. H e  d ire c te d  h is  a ttacks  not only at A m e ric a n

s la v e h o ld e rs  but a lso at two o f h is  fe l lo w  countrym en. A t the

Annual M eeting  of the A m e ric a n  Anti S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  he v ic io u s ly

a ttacked  two B r i t is h  B ap tis t  m in is te r s ,  R ev . D r .  J. Hoby and

Rev. D r .  F .  A . Cox fo r  s itt in g  p a s s iv e ly  and not coming out against

s la v e ry  at the Annual M eeting  of the B a p tis t  Church in R ichm ond,

V i r g in ia .  Indeed, it  can be said that th e re  was some ju s t i f ic a t io n

fo r  h is  a t tacks  as Cox was an a c tiv e  m em ber of the Agency S o c ie ty  
42in London. In S ep tem ber 1835 a ga llo w s  was e re c te d  f o r  Thompson

43and G a r r is o n  by an a n g ry  Boston mob. D u r in g  O c to b e r  and p a r t

of N o vem b er he was fo rc e d  to go fro m  one h id ing p lace  to another

to escape the h o s ti le  c it iz e n s .  F in a l l y ,  on 9th N o v e m b e r ,  f ind ing

Boston much too hot and at the expense of G a r r is o n 's  N e w  England

A nti S la v e r y  S o c ie ty ,  he s e c re t ly  f le d  on a N e w  B ru n s w ic k  packet
44fo r  S t .  John and hence back to B r i ta in .  H is  m is s io n 's  immediate

e ffec t upon the A m e ric a n  anti s la v e ry  movement s e rv e d  m ere ly  to
45p o la r iz e  the p ro  and anti s la v e ry  fac tion s . T h is  p o la r iz a t io n  had 

been in it ia te d  by G a r r is o n 's  v ic iou s  a tta c k s  on s la v e ry  in T h e  

L ib e r a t o r  and the resentm ent caused by Thom pson's  v is i t  n e a r ly  

com pleted this  p ro c e s s .

41 Ib id , 22 O c to b e r  1834 , 18 M arch  1835 ,10  A p r i l  1835 ,
9 June 1835. G. E .  S . Cash Book 1, 4.

42  G a r r is o n ,  W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n  I ,  480 -1

43 Ib id . p. 51 9

44 M e r r i l l ,  A ga inst W ind and T id e  p. 101
G a r r is o n ,  W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n  11,49-50

45  R ic e ,  "T h e  S co tt ish  F a c to r  in the F ig h t  A ga ins t A m erican
S la v e r y "  p. 11 7
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A s  fan as B r i ta in  was concerned T h o m p s o n s  v is i t  w as  much 

m ore im p o rta n t. H is  c lose fr ie n d s h ip  and a f f in ity  w ith  G a r r is o n  

during  his  stay in A m e r ic a  had a g re a t  deal o f in fluence  on the  

S co ttish  s o c ie t ie s  and e s p e c ia l ly  upon the G. E .  S .  w h e re  the two  

r a d ic a ls  M u r ra y  and Sm eal began to dominate its  a c t iv i t ie s .  T h ey  

w e re ,  a f te r  a l l ,  i ts  s e c r e ta r ie s  taking c a re  o f  all o f its c o r r e s 

pondence and s in c e  the G . E .  S .  !s re la t io n s h ip  w ith  o th e r  s o c ie t ie s  

and most o f  i ts  p o l ic ie s  w e re  e s tab lish ed  only through such contact  

they came to d i r e c t  the e n t ire  o rgan  iza tio n . T h e  day to day w o rk  

w as c a r r ie d  out by these  men and u s u a lly  only ra t i f ie d  at the  

com mittee m eetings which o f c o u rse  the s e c r e ta r ie s  ca lled .

T h e r e fo r e  s in ce  Thompson was th e ir  pa id  agent w ith  the fu ll  

support o f the s o c ie ty ,  and s ince  most o f h is  co rresp o n d en ce  was  

w ith the s e c r e ta r ie s  w ith  them c o n tro ll in g  the o rg a n iz a t io n ,  it is

not at a ll s u r p r is in g  that the soc ie ty  tended to be c lo se ly  attuned
46

to the G a r r is o n ia n  point of v ie w . T h e re  was nothing p a r t ic u la r ly

c o n tro v e rs ia l  about th is  at the tim e because G a rr is o n  seem ed, at
47

least to the B r i t i s h ,  to be the le a d e r  of the A m e ric a n  movement.

It was only la te r  at the W o rld  Anti S la v e r y  Convention of 1840  

when G a r r is o n  in tro du ced  W omen’ s R igh ts  into the m ovem ent, and la te r  

such ra d ic a l re fo rm s  as a n t i -c le r ic a l is m  and anti S a b b a ta r ia n is m ,  

that f r ic t io n  a ro s e  in the G lasgow  and o th e r  B r i t is h  s o c ie t ie s .  It 

was only when they r e a l iz e d  that Thom pson’ s c lo se  communion w?;th 

G a rr is o n  and his  G a r r is o n ia n  philosophy o r ig in a t in g  from  h is  t r ip  

to A m e r ic a  that the m ore  m oderate  members of the G. E .  S .  re a l iz e d  

they had been m anoeuvred out o f  the po s itio n  o f p o w e r . T h is  was  

to cause d issen t and a s tru g g le  fo r  p o w e r w ith in  the ran k s  o f the 

S o c ie ty ,  but as  the s e c r e ta r ie s  had fo r  some seven y e a rs  been 

c o n tro ll in g  its  d i r e c t io n ,  it was too la te  fo r  the m oderates  to re g a in  

c o n tro l .

46  Ib id . p. 452

47 N y e ,  W i l l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n .  And T h e  H u m an ita rian
R eform  e r s  p. 67
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On Thom pson’ s re tu rn  to B r i t a in  the G. E .  S .  f i r s t  convened  

a com mittee m eeting and la t e r  on a p u b lic  m eeting to w e lcom e him  

back. T h e  com m ittee m eeting w as held  on J an u ary  18th 1836 in 

the F r ie n d s  M eeting  House with R o b e r t  G rah am e once m ore in the  

c h a ir .  A f te r  h e a r in g  of h is  a d ven tu res  the m eeting passed  

res o lu t io n s  of con fid ence  and c o n g ra tu la t io n s  on h is  r e t u r n ,  th an ks 

g iv ing fo r  h is  s a fe ty  and a pledge to continue the a n t is la v e ry  c ru s a d e .  

Tw o days la te r  at a p u b lic  m eeting w ith  n e a r ly  the e n t i re  com m ittee

in a tten d an ce , and a c o n s id e ra b le  number of the C i t y ’ s D is s e n t in g  
48c le rg y  Thompson d e s c r ib e d  the A m e r ic a n  mobs and the h ero ism

of the A m e ric a n  a b o lit io n is ts  (not to mention h is  own) and c la im ed
49his  m ission a com plete  success. T h is  w as somewhat rem oved from  

the re a l t ru th  as h is  m ission had been anyth ing  but a success g iven  

the in te rp re ta t io n  he had g iven to the t r ip  b e fo re  he le ft .  (S e e  above  

page 8 2 ).  But r e a l is t ic a l ly  Thompson could h a rd ly  have stood up 

in f ro n t  of h is  G lasgow  audience and admit his t r ip  to have been  

a dismal f lo p . F o r  one th ing such an adm ission would have done  

no good and m ost c e r ta in ly  have hu rt the movement. S e c o n d ly ,  

Thom pson no doubt fe l t  he had succeeded as he was not the kind  

of man to admit to perso n a l f a i lu r e  o f any kind.

T h e  end of Thom pson’ s m ission to A m e r ic a  was n o t, h o w e v e r ,  

the end of his connection w ith  the G .E .  S . He was to continue in 

its  employment until the end of 1837 as its  paid le c tu r e r  t r a v e l l in g  

throughout the c o u n try  speaking against the a p p re n tic e s h ip  system .

In a l l , Thompson was to re c e iv e  a total of £ 6 4 2 .  10s. from  the 

G . E .  S . fo r  his w o r k ,  £ 3 5 0  of which was re m itte d  a f te r  h is  re tu rn  

from  A m e r ic a .  50

48 S ig n if ic a n t ly  no mention is made of any of the c i t y ’ s
E s ta b lis h e d  c le rg y  and a p p a re n tly  the on ly  m in is te r  from
the C hurch of S c o tlan d  was the ra d ic a l P a t r ic k  B r e w s te r  
of P a is le y .

49 G lasgow  A r g u s , 21 Janu ary  1836
G. E .  S . M inute  Book I ,  20 Jan u a ry  1836

50 G. E .  S . Annual R e p o rts  1 8 3 5 -8 ,  see the a b s tra c t  of the
T r e a s u r e r ’ s Account fo r  each y e a r .



On August 1st 1834 the a p p re n t ic e s h ip  system came into

fo rc e  on a ll  of the B r i t is h  s la v e  hold ing c o lo n ie s , except fo r

I Berm uda and A n tig ua  w h e re  the s la v e s  w e re  given th e ir  e n t ire

| freedo m . T h e  m em bers o f the G . E .  S .  w e re  by no means in fa v o u r

of ap p re n tic e s h ip  but w e re  at le a s t  fo r  a w h ile  content to g ive  the

system a chance. H o w e v e r ,  in ju s t  ten m onths, M u rra y  was

w r it in g  to John S c o b le  that the p la n te r s  had a lre a d y  v io la te d  the
51A c t and had lost the r ig h t  to com pensation. In c re a s in g ly ,  the

B r i t is h  a b o li t io n is ts  w e r e  becoming a w a re  of abuses in the system
52

e s p e c ia l ly  in re g a rd  to c o rp o ra l  punishment. T h e  London society  

had req uested  the G. E .  S .  and o th e rs  to use th e ir  in fluence  w ith  

th e ir  M. P .  's  to get them to back a motion in P a r l ia m e n t  concern ing  

the excesses  and v io la t io n s  o f  the a p p re n tic e s h ip  system and to 

set up a P a r i ia m e n ta r y  in q u iry  to d e te rm in e  i f  the p la n te rs  had met 

the conditions u n d e r  w hich com pensation had been ag re e d  upon.

In a s e r ie s  of re s o lu t io n s  at a com m ittee m eeting o f June 9 th ,

183 5 , w hich had in s p ire d  M u r r a y fs le t te r  to S c o b le ,  they 1) w e re  

o f the opinion that A p p re n t ic e s h ip  was being v io la te d  and that the 

neg ro es  w e re  c r u e l ly  tre a te d ;  2) s ince B r i ta in  was le g a lly  bound 

to com pensate the s lave  o w n e rs ,  it is the G o vern m en t's  duty to see  

that all conditions of the A c t be c a r r ie d  out b e fo re  compensation  

be paid; 3) that they would re q u e s t the two M. P 's  from  G la s g o w ,  

James O sw ald  and C o lin  D unlop to support B uxton 's  forthcom ing

51 John S c o b le  h ad , along w ith Thom pson, been a paid  
l e c tu r e r  f o r  the Agency Com m ittee in the campaign to 
abo lish  co lonia l s la v e r y .  L a t e r  he became S e c r e ta r y  
to the B r i t is h  and F o r e ig n  Anti S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  du rin g  
the 1 8 4 0 's.
B . F .  A . S .  S .  P a p e r s ,  M. S .  S . B r .  Emp. S 1 8 .C 2 0 /2 9  
M u rra y  to S c o b le ,  12 June 1835.

52 F o r  d e ta i ls  o f  such abuses see B u rn ,  E m ancipation  and 
A p p re n t ic e s h ip  Ch. V ,  V I  p a s s im , e s p e c ia l ly  pp. 2 3 1 -6 2 .  
M a th ie s o n , B r i t is h  S la v e r y  and Its  A b o lit io n  pp. 2 8 0 -8
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motion f o r  a P a r i ia m e n ta r y  in q u iry  into the ap p re n tic e s h ip  system.

T h r e e  months la te r  a n o th er committee m eeting w as held to

c o n s id e r  the p r o p r ie ty  of holding a p u b lic  m eeting to p re s e n t  an

a d d re s s  to D an ie l O 1 Connell on the sub ject of B uxton1 s proposed

motion to set up an in q u iry  into the a p p re n tic e s h ip  system in the

next P a r l ia m e n t .  H is  p re v io u s  one made on June 16th had been

w ith d ra w n  almost im m ediate ly  a f te r  a r a th e r  f lim sy  exp lan a tio n  of

the G o v e rn m e n ts  pos ition  by L o r d  G re y .  T h is  w ith d ra w a l o f a

motion fo r  an in q u iry  on B uxton 's  p a r t  had caused m em bers of the

G . E . S . to have doubts about his m oral courage in h is  f ig h t against
54a p p re n tic e s h ip . Thus by getting  O 'C on ne ll to back the motion in 

the next P a r l ia m e n t  it was fe lt  that Buxton might p re s s  through fo r  

the in q u iry .

T h e  idea o f p re s e n tin g  an ad d re s s  to O 'C on ne ll from  the

G. E .  S .  was not at a ll po pu lar  w ith  at leas t th re e  m em bers of the

S o c ie ty ;  R ev . Duncan of the U n ite d  S e c e s s io n  C h u rc h , D a v id

M' L a r e n  a m erchant and B ap tis t  m in is te r ,  and James S te w a r t .

M 'L a r e n  p ro te s te d  fo r  th re e  re a s o n s , the f i r s t  being that he did

not feel that O 'C o n n e ll  had done a n y th in g  to d e s e rv e  such a

d is t in c t io n . S e c o n d ly ,  he fe lt  that O 'C on ne ll was coming to
55G lasgow  in h is  P o l i t ic a l  c h a ra c te r  and that to a d d re s s  him

w o u ld  be to id e n tify  the G. E .  S .  w ith  him and h is  pol ic ie s  which

would in tu rn  in ju re  the S o c ie ty .  F in a l l y ,  the com m ittee m eeting

which app ro ved  the add ress  consisted of n in e ,  th re e  of whom had
5 0voted against it  and s ix  was less  than a quorum. T h e  f i r s t

53 G. E . S . M in u te  Book 1, 9 June 1 835

54 ib id . 19 S ep te m b e r 1835

55 O 'C o n n e ll  w as making a tour of the north  drumming up 
enthusiasm  fo r  a R ad ica l scheme to r  eform  the House of 
L o rd s

56 G. E .  S .  M inute  Book I ,  19 S e p te m b e r 1835
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o b jec tio n  is  d eb atab le  as he c e r ta in ly  voted fo r  the end o f  s la v e ry  

and had a lw a y s  been outspoken in h is  condemnation of it .  T h e  

second ob jec tio n  is r a t h e r  odd as one of the p r im e  methods used  

by any a n t is la v e r y  group w as p r e c is e ly  th is ,  to prom ote  th e ir  

h u m a n ita r ia n  goals  by p o l i t ic a l  methods. Th us  what b e t te r  w ay to 

prom ote  these goals than by o b ta in ing  the support of a v e ry  po pu la r  

p o lit ic a l  le a d e r .  A s  f a r  as in ju r in g  the G. E . S .  by id e n tify in g  with  

O 'C o n n e ll th is  was h igh ly  u n l ik e ly .  O bv ious ly  the th ird  o b jec tio n  

is  s im ply  u n re a s o n a b le .  R o b e r t  K e t t le ,  the T e m p e ra n c e  le a d e r ,  

sent in a w r i t te n  p ro te s t  a long much the same lin es  though he added  

that he b e lie v e d  that the a n t is la v e ry  cause was ch ie f ly  indebted to 

the re l ig io u s  P ro te s ta n t  fe e l in g  f o r  its  success and th e r e fo re  the
57

a d d re s s  to O fConnell , a Roman C a th o l ic ,  would be ra n k  in ju s t ic e .  

N e v e r th e le s s ,  it was dec ided  that the a d d re s s  should be p re s e n te d  

to O 'C o n n e ll .  C o n v e n ie n tly  M u r ra y  had a lre a d y  d raw n up the a d d re s s  

and it was re s o lv e d  that the e n t i r e  com mittee would p re s e n t  it in 

person .

On W ednesday m ornign the 2 3 rd  of S e p te m b e r at the Hope S t r e e t  

B ap tis t  Chapel a lm ost the e n t i r e  com m ittee p re s e n te d  the a d d re s s  to 

O 'C o n n e ll and h e a rd  a damning speech on the a p p ren ticesh ip  system  

and A m e ric a n  s la v e ry .  O 'C o n n e ll  pointed out that they had succeeded  

so f a r  a lre a d y  and h a d , to be s u r e ,  bought the freedom  of the s laves  

at the p r ic e  of £ 2 0 m . H e  in s is te d  on getting fu ll  v a lu e  fo r  th e i r  money 

as a good p r in c ip le  in b a rg a in in g  -  not in human f le s h  but fo r  tw enty  

m illio n  pounds w o rth  of human l ib e r ty .  H e a lso  a ttacked  A m e ric a n

57 Ib id ,  le t te r  fro m  R o b e r t  K e t t le  to Smeal , 19 S e p tem b er 1835. 
A s th is  c le a r ly  in d ic a te s  a b o lit io n is ts  could be e v e ry  bit 
as n a r ro w -m in d e d  and p re ju d ic e d  as anyone e ls e . R e fo rm is t  
tendencies  and movements w e r e  not fo r  all re fo rm s  and w e re  
p e r fe c t ly  capab le  o f  b ig o try  them selves . Rev. G eo rg e  B ourne  
(see  footnote  21 Ch. IV )  w as a s tro n g  A n t i -C a th o l ic .  A n o th er  
a b o l i t io n is ts ,  the R ev . Sam uel H . Cox o f N ew  Y o r k ,  was a 
r e l ig io u s  bigot who tu rn ed  on the Q u a k e rs . S e e  B e r tra m  
W y a t t - B r o w n ,  L e w is  T ap p an  and the E v a n g e lic a l  W a r  A ga ins t  
S la v e r y  (C le v e la n d  1 969) p. 114
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s la v e ry  as the a r is to c r a c y  of the sk in . F in a l l y ,  he pledged to

d iv id e  the House on the sub ject o f any f u r th e r  com pensation to
58the fo rm e r  s lave  ow ners  if  any such attem pt should be made.

It was c e r ta in ly  an in s p ir in g  speech and no doubt the com m ittee  

fe l t  that O fConnell was su re  to be a man to w o rk  d i l ig e n t ly  in 

P a r l ia m e n t  fo r  the prom pt end to a p p re n tic e s h ip . In th is  they 

w e re  to be d isappointed. On M arch  22nd , 1 8 36 , Buxton moved fo r  

a com m ittee of in q u iry  into the ap p re n tic e s h ip  system and a few

days la te r  he was p resen ted  w ith  a p e tit io n  from  the G. E .  S .
59signed by 2 9 ,8 3 0  which supported his ac tio n . T h e  se lect

com m ittee, inc luding Buxton and O fC o n n e l l ,  met s p o ra d ic a lly  from

A p r i l  19 t i l l  August 5th and in te rv ie w e d  only seventeen w itn e s s e s

including fo u r  p la n te r s ,  th re e  S p e c ia l M a g is tra te s  and fou r

e x p e r ts  on colonial law . T h e  re s u lt  w as less than g ra t ify in g

and at the conclusion of th e ir  re p o r t  they stated that th e re  was

"much reason  to look fo rw a rd  w ith confident hope to the re s u lt

of th is  g re a t  e x p e r im e n t11 and fu r th e r  :

1I. . . nothing could be m ore un fortu na te  than any  
o c c u rre n c e  which had a tendency to u n s e tt le  the  
minds of e i th e r  c lass  w ith  re g a rd  to the f ix e d  
d e te rm in a tio n  of the Im p eria l P a r l ia m e n t  to 
p r e s e rv e  in v io la te  both p a r ts  of the engagement 
by which the s e rv ic e s  of the A p p re n t ic e d  L a b o u re r  
w e re  s ecu red  to his em ployer fo r  a d e f in ite  p e r io d  
and under s p e c if ic  re s t r ic t io n s .  *>60

T h is  w as not even ha lf  a loaf and c e r ta in ly  f a r  from  what was

expected g iven the tone of CMConnell's w o rd s  in the Hope S t r e e t

B ap tis t  C hurch .

58 G la s g o w  A r g u s ,2A S ep tem ber 1835

59 G. E . S . M inute  Book I ,  28 M arch  1836

60 M a th ieso n , B r i t is h  S la v e r y  and Its  A b o lit io n  pp. 2 7 6 -7
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A  few  months fo llow in g  the a d d re s s  to O 'C o n n e ll  the G. E . S .

re c e iv e d  re p o r ts  from  the Agency S o c ie ty  of p la n te rs  on the is land

of M a u r it iu s  i l le g a l ly  holding and im p o rtin g  s la v e s  from  A f r ic a  in

o r d e r  to take advantage of the com pensatory  payment o f  the

G overnm ent. In a le t te r  read  d u rin g  a com m ittee m eeting on

D ecem b er 28th 1835 the Agency S o c ie ty  in form ed the G. E .  S .  o f

th is  and wen t on to say that the Colon ia l S e c r e t a r y ,  L o r d  G le n e lg ,

was p lanning  on having the most im portant w itn e s s ,  M r .  John 
61J e re m ie  sent to C eylon because the C o lon ia l O ff ic e  opposed any

62in q u iry  into the s itu a tio n . J e re m ie ,  it seem s, had c o n ven ien tly

been appointed to a judgeship in C ey lon  in o r d e r  to have  him out of

the cou ntry  b e fo re  B uxton 's  in q u iry  could be commenced. London

had asked the G. E .  S . to send a le t t e r  to L o r d  G le n e lg  opposing

this action  and the com mittee im m ediate ly  did so. In it they not

only asked the C olon ia l S e c r e ta r y  to r e f r a in  from  sending J e re m ie

abroad but also stated that they fe l t  that n e a r ly  all the s la v e s  on

M a u r it iu s  w e re  en tit le d  to th e ir  freedom  as having been i l le g a l ly

im ported a f te r  the abo lit io n  of the s la v e  t ra d e  in 1807. B ecause  of

this they w e re  n a tu ra l ly  concerned w ith  the proposed com pensation
63of £ 2 , 0 9 9 , 0 0 0  to these p la n te rs .  Subsequently  J e re m ie  did

rem ain  to g ive  testim ony against the o p e ra t io n  of the ap p re n tic e s h ip
64system be fo re  B uxton 's  in q u iry  but the re s u lt  seems to have  had

61 S i r  John J e re m ie ,  who went out to S t .  L u c ia  in 1825 as f i r s t
P re s id e n t  o f  the Royal C o u r t ,  w as to a g re a t  extent r e 
sponsib le  fo r  in troducing  much needed legal re fo rm s  to the 
is land . H is  e x p e r ie n c e s  on the is land  had caused him to
be an able and outspoken opponent o f s la v e ry  and subse
quently  of ap p re n tic e s h ip . S e e  B u r n ,  E m ancipation  and 
A p p re n tic e s h ip  pp. 6 8 - 9 ,  3 3 7 -8

62 G . E .  S . M inute Book I ,  28 D ec e m b e r 1835

63 Ib id .

64 B u rn ,  E m ancipation  and A p p re n t ic e s h ip  pp. 3 3 7 -8
S te p h e n , A n t is la v e ry  R e c o lle c t io n s  pp. 21 9 -2 0
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l i t t le  e ffe c t  on the outcome. H o w e v e r ,  it is d o u b tfu l, ow ing to the  

unsym pathetic  n a tu re  of the C o lon ia l O ff ic e  d u rin g  th is  p e r io d  that  

any le t t e r  fro m  the G. E .  S . , o r  any o th er  S o c ie ty ,  to L o r d  G le n e lg  

would have any b e a r in g  on w h eth er o r  not J e re m ie  w ould be a v a i l 

able to g iv e  testim ony.

F o l lo w in g  the r a th e r  d isappo in ting  re s u lts  o f  B u x to n 's  

se lec t com m ittee John S c o b le ,  Joseph S tu rg e  and two o th e r  

a b o li t io n is ts  de term ined  to make th e ir  own p r iv a te  in q u iry  into  

the w o rk in g  of the a p p re n tic e s h ip  system by going to the W est  

Ind ies  and o b s e rv in g  it fo r  them selves. On O c to b e r  28th  1836

the G. E .  S .  com mittee met and passed a res o lu t io n  of approval
65fo r  the t r ip  and sent a copy to S tu rg e .  T h e  fo l lo w in g  M a rc h ,  at 

th e ir  T h i r d  Annual M eeting , they passed a re s o lu t io n  stating  that 

owing to the n a tu ra l r ig h ts  of man, the re v e a le d  w o rd  of God and 

B r i t is h  common la w , all sub jects  w e re  e n tit le d  to im m edia te , un

conditional and e n t ire  freedom . Once m ore  they condemned
66a p p re n tic e s h ip  and demanded imm ediate freedom  fo r  the neg ro es .

In June 1937 the G. E . S . committee met and dec ided  that it would

be h igh ly  d e s ira b le  fo r  S tu r g e ,  w h o  had just re tu rn e d  from  the

W est In d ie s ,  to be inv ited  to a d d re s s  a p u b lic  m eeting on the

re s u lts  of his tou r. S u b s e q u e n tly , on June 19 , a p u b lic

m eeting w as held (S tu rg e  did not attend) to p e tit io n  P a r l ia m e n t  fo r

an im m ediate end to a p p re n tic e s h ip . T h is  tim e they condemned not

only a p p re n tic e s h ip  but a lso the com pensation that went along w ith

it and indeed e v e ry  aspect of the system. It was moved by Thompson

that a p e t it io n  be d raw n  up against a p p re n tic e s h ip  and sent to the

G lasgow  M .P .  's  w ith a request that they support it in the Commons.
67F i n a l l y ,  S tu rg e  was p u b lic a l ly  thanked fo r  his m ission.

65 G. E .  S . M inute  Book I I ,  28 O c to b e r  1836

66  Ib id , 13 M arch  1837

67 Ib id ,  5 June 183 7 , 19 June 1837
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A ll o f th is  was well and good but it was obviously  not 

g etting  them an yw h ere  in P a r l ia m e n t .  P e t i t io n s  and m em o ria ls  

had so f a r  been in e ffe c t iv e  du e , no doubt, to the lack  of any 

un ity  in the movement. T h e  S e le c t  Com m ittee of 1836 was r e 

appointed about the time of S tu r g e ’ s re tu rn  from  the W est In d ie s ,  

but due to the dissolution of P a r l ia m e n t  in June they se tt led  fo r  a 

recom m endation fo r  an immediate in q u iry  into the condition of  

W est Indian p r is o n s  and " e s p e c ia l ly  into the con s tru c tio n  and use

of the t re a d m il ls  which a r e  employed in them, and the n a tu re  of
68the c o e rc io n  adopted to e n su re  labour among the p r is o n e rs ."

It was c le a r  that a concerted  and u n ified  e f fo r t  on the p a r t  o f the

abol itionists* s o c ie t ies  was going to be n e c e s s a ry  if  they w e re  to

have any chance at all o f success.

D e s p ite  th is ,  the G. E .  S . rem ained  in a c tiv e  t i l l  the end of

O c to b e r  1837 at which tim e a com m ittee m eeting was c a lle d  to

con s id er  the p ro p r ie ty  o f sending d e leg a tes  to E x e te r  H a ll in

London fo r  a proposed Anti S la v e r y  C onvention on N o vem ber 14

fo r  the purpose  of b r in g in g  po p u la r  p r e s s u r e  to b e a r  on P a r l ia m e n t
69to end a p p re n tic e s h ip . T h is  was just the so rt  of ca ll that the 

G. E .  S .  needed to re tu rn  to l i fe .  It was decided not only to 

appoint de legates  to attend the convention but a lso to hold a pub lic  

m eeting to endorse  the de legates  thus lending the w eight of p u b lic  

opinion to th e ir  support. T h e  d e le g a te s  appointed w e r e ,  R evs. 

H eugh, A n d e rs o n , H a r v e y ,  King and the R ev . P a t r ic k  B r e w s te r  

of P a is le y ,  plus Thompson and M u r ra y .  S tu r g e ,  in a le t te r  to the 

com m ittee, had recommended that they w r i t e  to as many S co tt ish

68 M a th ieso n , B r i t is h  S la v e  E m anc ip atio n  p. 16

69 G. E .  S . M inute Book I I ,  31 O c to b e r  1837
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M .P .  's as p o ss ib le  urg ing  them to support a vote  to end a p p re n t ic e 

ship. T h is  suggestion was taken up in p a r t  as they a g reed  on ly  to 

w r i t e  th e ir  own M .P .  !s and leave it up to the d is c re t io n  of the

s e c r e ta r ie s  as to w h e th e r  they w anted to w r i t e  to o th er  s o c ie t ie s
70attem pting to in fluence them to w r i t e  to th e ir  own M. P .  's .

On N ovem ber 8 th at a crow ded  p u b lic  meeting in W a r d la w 's  

Chapel the fe e l in g  against ap p re n tic e s h ip  had reach ed  a high
71point. R ev . W il l ia m  A n d e rs o n , who was by no means a r a d ic a l ,

went so f a r  as to say that the p la n te rs  had insu lted  the B r i t is h

G overnm ent and that th e ir  p ro p e r ty  should be con fiscated . W h e th e r

he r e a l ly  meant this is v e ry  questionab le  as he was a h igh ly

re s p e c te d  member of a soc ie ty  w hich held personal p ro p e r ty  almost

s a c red . C e r ta in ly  his audience would n e v e r  have condoned th is

kind of a c t io n ,  but in the heat of the exc item ent it was obv ious ly

o v e r lo o k e d  o r  discounted as m ere  r h e to r ic .  T h e  highpoint of the

evening w a s ,  of c o u rs e , the speech by Thompson and his p re s e n ta t io n

of a p e tit io n  to Queen V ic t o r ia  r e q u ir in g  two men to c a r r y  it to the  
72p la tfo rm . T h is  could be p u re  th e a tr ic a l  re p o r t in g  but it must be

rem em bered  that any pe tit io n  of w e ll o v e r  one hundred thousand

nam es, as this one w a s , was bound to re q u ir e  a g re a t  deal of p a p e r

and consequently  the fact that two men w e re  needed to c a r r y  it is

not r e a l ly  too in c re d ib le .  F in a l l y ,  a f te r  a num ber o f speeches

and re s o lu t io n s  fo r  the nomination of the de leg ates  and against

a p p re n t ic e s h ip ,  Smeal announced an anonymous donation of £ 5 0  to

help d e fra y  the cost of the de leg ates . O bv io us ly  the fe e l in g s  and

hopes w e r e  running v e ry  high and the people  no doubt w e re
73expecting tang ib le  re s u lts .

70 Ib id .

71 In 1841 A nderson was to d issent qu ite  v o c ife ro u s ly  fro m  
the po s itio n  o f the G. E .  S .  in th e ir  support of G a r r is o n  
o v e r  the issue of ''W om an's R ig h ts " .  S e e  G. E .  S .  M inute  
Book 111 ,2  August 1841 and G. E .  S . Annual R e p o rt  1 841 ,p .  29

72 T h is  p e t it io n  contained 1 3 5 ,0 8 3  s ig n a tu re s  and b re a k s  down
in th is  m anner. 2 2 ,161  from  the women of G lasgow  and a total 
of 6 5 ,0 0 0  from  the W est of S co tlan d . 6 9 ,0 0 0  from  E d inb urgh  
and the E a s t  of S co tland . T h e  P e t i t io n  i ts e l f  w as 2 ,6 5 0  f t .  long.
S e e  G lasgow  A rq u s .  13 N o vem ber 1837

73 [b id .----------------------------- -



T h e  E x e te r  H a ll  C onvention of 183 7 , con s is ting  of 140 

delegates  fro m  throughout B r i t a in ,  las ted  from  N ovem ber 14th to 

the 2 3 rd  and re s u lte d  in the o rg a n iz a t io n  of the C e n tra l N e g ro  

E m ancipation  Com m ittee. T h is  was a re s id e n t  com mittee set up 

to watch P a r l ia m e n t ,  re p re s e n t  th e ir  v ie w s  and publish  a n e w s 

p a p e r  ~ ^ e convention a lso d re w  up a

m em orial s ta t ing  that " th e  A p p re n t ic e s h ip  sys tem , l ik e  all o th er

m odifica tio ns  of c r im e ,  has dem onstra ted  the absolute  hopelessness
74of re c o n c il in g  r ig h t  and w ro n g ” . John M u r r a y ,  one of the G lasgow

d e le g a te s , took a v e ry  a c t iv e  p a r t  in the p roceed in g s  and was on
75many of its  com m ittees. One tan g ib le  re s u lt  of the convention

a ffec tin g  the G. E .  S .  and one w hich they w e re  not expecting was

a le t te r  fro m  Thompson s ta tin g  that if it w e re  a g re e a b le  to them he

should , f o r  the next s ix  m onths, be engaged as an agent fo r  the

C e n tra l  N e g ro  E m an c ip a tio n  C om m ittee d u rin g  which tim e they w e re  to
76pay him r a th e r  than the G. E .  S .  T h is  was e n t i re ly  rea so n ab le  fo r

Thom pson, as a nationa l f ig u r e ,  w ished to a f f i l ia te  h im se lf  w ith  a

national o rg a n iz a t io n  through w hich the p ro v in c ia l  s o c ie t ie s  w e re  to

e x e r t  th e ir  in fluence  on P a r l ia m e n t .  T h is  e f fe c t iv e ly  te rm in a te d

Thom pson’ s te n u re  as the S o c ie ty ’ s pa id  agent though he continued

fo r  many y e a rs  a f te r w a r d s  to take  a leading ro le  in its  a c t iv i t ie s .

It was decided at the com m ittee m eeting at which th is  le t te r  from

Thompson was re a d  that a p u b lic  m eeting should be held  to hear
77from  the convention d e le g a te s  a re p o r t  on th e ir  w o rk .

A t the P u b l ic  m eeting held  on D ecem b er 27 th , the Rev.

P a t r ic k  B r e w s te r  w as the main s p e a k e r . H is  speech d isp layed  a 

n o ticeab le  le g a l is t ic  bent as he backed up his a t tacks  on a p p re n t ic e 

74 M a th ie s o n , B r i t is h  S la v e r y  and Its  A b o lit io n  pp. 2 8 4 -5
T e m p e r le y , B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  p. 39

75 G lasgow  A r g u s , 28 D e c e m b e r 1837

76 G. E .  S .  M inute  Book I I ,  7 D ecem ber 1837

77 Ib id .
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ship w ith  ev idence  and log ic  r a th e r  than the inflam ed sen sa tio n a lism  

used by Thom pson. T h e  m eeting ended w ith  the approval of p e t it io n s  

to P a r l ia m e n t  f o r  the end of a p p re n tic e s h ip . One was to be sent to 

John D e n n is to u n , th e ir  local M. P .  to be p re s e n te d  in the Commons 

and the o th e r  to be sent to L o rd  Brougham  fo r  p re s e n ta t io n  in the
i ^  7 8L o rd s .

T h e  movement was fast gain ing momentum all o v e r  B r i t a in  w ith

local s o c ie t ie s  p re s e n t in g  p e tit io n s  and m em oria ls  to P a r l ia m e n t .

A n o th e r  p u b lic  m eeting of the G. E .  S .  was ca lled  fo r  F e b r u a r y  14th

to h e a r  Thom psonfs re p o r t  o f his a c t iv i t ie s  s ince the E x e t e r

Convention . M o re  im portant than the speech by Thompson was a

proposal by Rev. A nderson  that if the M e lb ou rn e  G overnm ent then

in p o w er fa i le d  to back the motion by S i r  E a r d le y  Wilmofc f o r  the

abo lition  o f a p p re n tic e s h ip  that action  would form  one of ihe main

reasons  which w ould  go to a l ie n a te  th e ir  minds from  that G overnm ent.

W h ile  adm itted ly  th is  posed no im m ediate th re a t  to the then to t te r in g

M elb ou rn e  G o v e rn m e n t, it did d e r iv e  f r o m  the voting public  and as

s im i la r  d is s a t is fa c t io n  w as being prom ulgated  from  l ik e  m eetings all

o v e r  the c o u n try ,  it s e rv e d  at least to put the G overnm ent on notice

as to the fe e lin g s  of a s m a l l , i f  vocal , segment of the population .

T h e  m eeting a lso decided to apply by p e tit io n  to attoW Thompson to

address  both Houses o f P a r l ia m e n t  when the W ilm afc proposal was  
79in troduced.

A  few  w ee k s  fo llo w in g  this m eeting a committee m eeting was  

held to appoint d e le g a te s  to a second convention to be held in 

E x e te r  H a ll on the 27th of M arch 1838 in o r d e r  to again p e t it io n  the 

M elb ou rn e  G overnm ent. John M u r ra y  and the R evs . W a rd la w ,  K in g ,

7 ® Ib id ,  27 D e cem b er 1 837

79 Ib id , 14 F e b r u a r y  1838
G lasgow  A r g u s ,  19 F e b r u a r y  1838
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Heugh and B e a t t ie  agreed  to attend as de legates . It was a lso
. 8 0

decided at th is  m eeting to c irc u la te  another p e t it io n  fo r  P a r l ia m e n t .

T h e  E x e t e r  H a ll C onvention of M arch 27th sent a de leg atio n

to meet w ith  R u sse ll and M e lb o u rn e , to req uest them to a g re e  to end

a p p re n tic e s h ip . T h e  fo llo w in g  d a y , a f te r  the text of L o rd  B ro u g h am ’ s

A b o lit io n  A c t became p u b lic ,  a p p ro x im a te ly  250 p e tit io n s  in fa v o u r

of the a b o lit io n  of app re n tic e s h ip  w e re  p resen ted  to the Commons.

T h is  was in p re lu d e  to the in tro d u c tio n  o f Wilmofc*S re s o lu t io n

(in his absence it was p re s e n te d  by G e o rg e  S tr ic k la n d )  fo r  the
81abo lition  o f ap p re n tic e s h ip  on August 1 , 1838.

T h e  G. E .  S .  was now w o rk in g  at full speed. On A p r i l  6 th ,

H eugh , Smeal and A n derso n  w ro te  a le t te r  to one of the G lasgow

M . P . ’ s L o r d  W i l l ia m  B e n tin c k , e x p re s s in g  th e ir  deep r e g r e t  that

he had voted aga ins t W ilm o fc 's  re s o lu t io n  fo r  im m ediate em ancipation

which had been defeated  by a vote of 215 to 265. T h is  opposition

by L o r d  B en tin c k  must s u re ly  have come as a s u rp r is e  to the m em bers

of the G. E .  S . ow ing  to his rep u ta tio n  as a t ru e  l ib e ra l  stemming

from  his ze a lo u s  re fo rm  w o rk  as G o v e rn o r  G en era l of Ind ia  between  
821828 and 1835. A n o th er le t te r  was w r i t te n  to D ennistoun p ra is in g

him fo r  h is  conduct and e x p re s s in g  to him th e ir  fu ll  sup po rt. F o u r

days la te r  a suggestion by Thompson was agreed  upon to r a is e  two

new p e t it io n s  (one fo r  women) to be sent to P a r l ia m e n t .  T h e s e

p e t it io n s ,  which w e r e  to take just a few  days to com ple te , contained

1 0 2 ,1 0 0  s ig n a tu re s . W a rd la w  had cla im ed 1 3 5 ,0 0 0  fem ale

s ig n a tu re s  on the p e t it io n  but then understa tem ent w as n e v e r  a s tro ng
8 3t r a i t  among a b o lit io n is ts .  It was also decided that le t te rs  w e re  to

80 G. E .  S . M inute  Book I I ,  19 M arch  1 838

81 B u r n ,  E m anc ip a tio n  and A p p re n tic e s h ip  p. 352

82 Ib id ,  p. 354
A lf r e d  L e R o y  B u r t ,  T h e  E v o lu t io n  of T h e  B r i t is h  E m p ire  and 
Comm onwealth from  T h e  A m e ric a n  R evo lu tion  (Boston 1956)  
p p . 3 2 9 -3 0 .

83 G. E .  S . Annual R ep o rt  1 8 3 8 , p . 14
G lasgow  A r g u s ,  1 9 A p r i l  1838
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be sent to o th e r  p a r i  iam en ta ry  con stituen c ies  u rg in g  them to 

p r o c u r e ,  i f  p o s s ib le ,  a p ro m is e  from  th e ir  M * P .  's  of support fo r  

im m ediate em ancipation . A  w eek  la te r  on A p r i l  16th a pub lic  

meeting was he ld  in H eugh! s chapel to p ro te s t  the G overnm ent's  

decis ion to continue a p p re n tic e s h ip  ' t i l l  1840 and to pass the 

p etit io n s  to both Houses of P a r l ia m e n t .  A n derso n  moved that a 

M em oria l to the Queen fo r  im m ediate  em ancipation be sent through  

the D u ke  of S u ssex . V a r io u s  o th e r  res o lu t io n s  o f  thanks w e re  

p assed , among them one of c o rd ia l  approbation  to the m em bers of 

the B a p tis t  and o th e r  chu rch es  o f the W est Indies fo r  l ib e ra t in g  

th e ir  s laves  and to S i r  G e o rg e  S t r ic k la n d  and W il l ia m  P e a s e  fo r
8 ^

th e ir  m easu re  f o r  com plete  em ancipation  p re s e n te d  to P a r l ia m e n t .

In M a y , W ilm o fc  and S t r ic k la n d  w e re  read y  fo r  ano ther test

of s tren g th  in the Commons and once m ore the G. E .  S . was asked to

send d e leg a tes  fo r  a convention at E x e te r  H all to show popu lar

support f o r  the m otion. T h is  tim e the de leg ates  w e re  R o b e rt

G raham e and h is  son , T h o m a s , Thom pson, S m e a l , John D o u g lass ,
85

W il l ia m  W h ite ,  D a v id  Boyd and John B o y le  G ra y .  T h e  W l l m o t

P ro p o s a l o f May 22nd fo r  the cessation  of app re n tic e s h ip  a c tu a lly

met w ith  succ e s s , b r ie f ly .  In a s p a r s e ly  attended House of

Commons the motion passed 96 to 93. A  few days la t e r ,  h o w e v e r ,
86the G overnm ent o v e r tu rn e d  th is  dec is ion  by a vote  of 250 to 178.

T h e  s ig n if ic a n c e  of a ll th is  a g ita t io n  was not lost on the W est Indian  

p la n te rs  and it becam e ev ident to them that e i th e r  they would have  

to b r in g  an end to the system  o f th e ir  own a c c o rd  o r  soon have it 

imposed on them by London. In Jun e , S t .  V in c e n t and Tobago  

abolished the system  fo llo w e d  by the Bahamas in Ju ly . A lso  in 

June, Jam aica  passed an A ct te rm in a tin g  the system on August 1.

On r e c e iv in g  the new s that Jam aica  had decided to end a p p re n tic e 

ship it was decided  at a com m ittee m eeting of Ju ly  18 to hold an

84 G. E .  S .  M in u te  Book I I ,  16 A p r i l  1838

85 Ib id ,  17 May 1838

86  B u r n ,  E m a n c ip a tio n  and A p p re n t ic e s h ip  p. 356.
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evening o f  thanksg iv ing  on August 1 in the chu rch es  and that a

co lle c t io n  should be made in o r d e r  to help the G. E .  S . pay fo r
87some o f the cost of its  e f fo r t .  T h e  campaign betw een M arch

1837 and August 1838 had cost the G . E .  S . n e a r ly  £ 7 0 0  and they

found them selves £ 2 2 0  in debt. On p r in t in g  and a d v e r t is in g  alone

they spent o v e r  £ 2 5 0  and th e ir  p e t it io n s  to P a r l ia m e n t  had run to 
88n e a r ly  £ 1 0 0 .  T h is  w as a g re a t deal of money to be spent by jus t  

one soc ie ty  and it g ives  some in d ica tio n  as to the extent of the move

ment and the exc item ent it aroused. A t the 4th Annual M eeting  of the 

G. E .  S .  w ith  John D e n n is to u n , M .P .  in the c h a i r ,  the S o c ie ty  passed  

a re s o lu t io n  o f thanks to God fo r  the end of a p p re n tic e s h ip  and

re s o lv e d  to continue th e i r  s tru g g le  fo r  the u n iv e rs a l  abo lition  of 
89s la v e ry .  Thus  the G . E .  S .  in conjunction w i th  many o th er  groups  

had s u c c e s s fu lly  com pleted a campaign against one o f  its  p r im a ry  

g r ie v a n c e s . U n iv e rs a l  em an c ipa tion , h o w e v e r ,  w as  as f a r  away  

as it  had a lw ays  been but the G. E .  S .  could co n g ra tu la te  i ts e l f  on 

having been a c t iv e ly  engaged in hastening its  a r r i v a l .

D u r in g  the campaign against a p p re n tic e s h ip  the G. E .  S . had 

used s e v e ra l methods to keep the issue of s la v e ry  in f ro n t  of the 

p u b lic  eye . B etw een June 13 and 1 7 , 183 6 , it sponsored a s e r ie s  

o f debates between the R ev . R. J. B r e c k in r id g e  of the A m e ric a n  

C o lo n iza t io n  S o c ie ty  and G eo rg e  Thompson on the sub ject of 

A m e ric a n  s la v e ry .  F o r  f iv e  consecutive  nights w ith  an a v e ra g e  

attendance of n e a r ly  n ine  hundred they met and debated in W a r d la w ’ s 

Chapel fo r  the p u rp o s e  of e l ic i t in g  fa c ts  su rro u n d in g  A m e ric a n  

s la v e ry .  P r e v io u s ly  it had been a g re e d  not to propose any question  

fo r  a form al d ec is io n  and that th e re  would be no dec is io n  as to the

87 T h is  c o lle c t io n  m ad e  by the churches  in the c ity  and
s u rro u n d in g  co u n try  netted the G. E .  S . £ 6 4 .  1 9s. 4d.

88 G. E .  S .  Annual R e p o rt  1 8 38 , see a b s tra c t  of the T r e a s u r e r s
Account

89 G. E . S . M inute  Book I I ,  2 August 1838
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90w in n er o r  lo s e r  in the contest. T h e  second p a r t  o f this agreem en t

was b ro ken  almost im m ediate ly  fo llo w in g  the debates when in a

com mittee m eeting on the 21st of June the S o c ie ty  came out w ith

glowing p r a is e  of Thompson fo r  his s k il l  in the debates and c la im ing
91that he had obviously come out on top. T h e  debates make

in te re s t in g  rea d in g  if  only because they i l lu s t r a te  the d if fe re n c e

between the two men. Thom pson, who was by all accounts a v e ry

e f fe c t iv e ,  i f  in flam m atory  s p e a k e r ,  was con tin ua lly  fo rc e d  to defend

his rec e n t t r ip  to the U n ite d  S ta te s  and often he became the issue

r a th e r  than A m e ric a n  s la v e ry .  B r e c k in r id g e ,  who was s h re w d

enough to r e a l iz e  that his audience was anything but sym pathetic

to his  s tan d , ignored accusations and personal a tta c k s  and g ra d u a lly

m anoeuvred Thompson into a pos ition  o f defending h is  w o rk  and

p o lic ie s  r a th e r  than a ttack in g  s la v e ry .  In e s s e n c e , B r e c k in r id g e

claim ed that s la v e ry  was p u re ly  a local m a tte r  fo r  the s ta tes  to

decide upon and not a national in s t itu tio n . H ence any condemnation

of A m e r ic a  as a w hole fo r  its system of s la v e ry  was u n w a rra n te d  
92and un just. F o r  its p a r t ,  the G. E .  S .  decided to have the  e n t i r e

93debate p r in te d  up in both cheap and expensive  form .

90 Ib id ,  8 June 1836

^  Ib id , 21 June 1836

92 F o r  the text of the debate see G lasgow  A r g u s , 16 , 20 June
1836. S e e  a lso D iscuss io n  on A m e ric a n  S la v e r y  In D r .  
W a rd la w *s  Chapel , between M r .  G e o rg e  Thompson and the  
Rev. R. J. B r e c k in r id g e  of B a l t im o r e ,  U n ite d  S ta te s  On 
the E v e n in g s  of the 1 3 th , 14 th , 1 5 th , 16 th , and 1 7th June  
1836 (Second E d it io n  G lasgow  1 836) located in the M itc h e l l 
L i b r a r y ,  G lasgow.

93 G. E .  S .  M inute  Book I I ,  21 June 1 8 3 6 , 12 July 1836.
2000  cop ies o f the debate w e re  s p e c ia l ly  p r in te d  up at a 
cost to the S o c ie ty  o f £ 7 6 .  7s. S e e  G. E .  S .  Annual R e p o rt
1 8 3 7 , A b s tra c t  Account O f T h e  R e c e ip ts  And E x p e n d itu re s  
C o lle c te d  W ith  T h e  D iscu ss io n  B e tw ix  M r .  G eo rg e  Thompson  
and T h e  R ev. R . J. B r e c k in r id g e  p. 143

105



T h e  p u rp ose  of the d e b a tes  had of cou rse  been to keep the

issue o f A m e ric a n  s la v e ry  in f ro n t  o f the p u b lic  in o r d e r  f o r  the

G. E .  S ,  to gain i ts  sympathy and support. It must be said that the

S o c ie ty  was at leas t p a r t ia l l y  successful in attem pting to educate

the p u b lic  as to the e v i ls  o f s la v e ry .  E x c lu d in g  those in a ttendance

at the debates and thus exposed d i r e c t l y ,  the read in g  p u b lic  was

tre a te d  to almost v e rb a tim  c o v e ra g e  in both the G lasgow  A rg u s  and

the G lasgow  C h ro n ic le  which had a combined c irc u la t io n  of p ro b a b ly
94around eight hundred and f i f ty .  What e ffec t th is  cov e ra g e  had 

on the a tt itu d es  o r  op in ions of the s u b s c r ib e rs  to these n ew sp ap ers  

can on ly  be guessed at but s in c e  both p u b lic a t io n s  w e r e  adam antly  

opposed to A m e r ic a n  s la v e r y ,  it is assumed that th e ir  re a d e rs  

held s im ila r  v ie w s  and consequently  the accounts of the debates  

would p ro b a b ly  not have changed th e ir  stand on the issue one way  

o r  an o th e r. T h e  debates s e rv e d  m e re ly  to r e in fo rc e  th is  opposition  

to the system o f s la v e ry .

It  cannot be said  that the debates had any s ig n ifican t e ffec t  

on the m em bers of the S o c ie ty  fo r  as loyal s u p p o rte rs  of both 

Thompson and G a r r is o n  any pos ition  taken by a m em ber of the  

A m e ric a n  C o lo n iz a t io n  S o c ie ty  w ould have been com plete anathema  

to them. One o f G a r r i s o n s  main o b je c tiv e s  in coming to B r i ta in  in 

1833 had been to c o u n te ra c t the fund r a is in g  e f fo r ts  of E l l io t t
95C re s s o n , ano th er e m is s a ry  o f  the A m e ric a n  C o lo n iza t io n  S o c ie ty .

Any o rg a n iz a t io n  as c lo s e ly  a s s o c ia ted  w ith  G a r r is o n ,  as was the 

G. E . S .  through Thom pson, could s c a rc e ly  be expected to be a ffec ted  

by anything a m em ber of the C o lo n iza t io n  S o c ie ty  might say. I f  the 

new sp aper r e p o r ts  a r e  a c c u r a te ,  B r e c k in r id g e !s w ords  w e re  

re c e iv e d  w ith  f a r  less  enthusiasm  than those of Thompson. T h is

94 R. M. W . C o w a n , T h e  N e w s p a p e r  In S c o t la n d , A  Study O f Its  
F i r s t  E x p a n s io n  1 8 1 5 -1 8 6 0  (G lasgow  1946) p. 1 70

95 G a r r is o n ,  W i l l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n  I ,  3 5 2 -7 9
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enthusiasm  is re f le c te d  in a w ell a ttended pub lic  m eeting soon a f te r
96the debates  fo r  the so le  purpose  o f p ra is in g  Thom pson’ s e f fo r ts .

A  soc ie ty  so f i r m ly  based on the p re c e p ts  of m o ra l i ty  as the

G. E .  S . w as w ould  find a natura l a l ly  in the local churches . In

the case  o f  the G. E . S . th is  al l ia n c e  w as almo st e x c lu s iv e ly  w ith  the

D is s e n tin g  v a r ie ty  and it was through them that they attem pted to

re m o n s tra te  w ith  the people  in the U n ite d  S ta te s . In M a rc h  1837

at a p u b lic  m eeting it was moved by R e v . K idston  and seconded by

Rev. A n d re w  S o m e r v i l le  of D u m b arto n , both of the U n ite d  S e c e s s io n

C h u rc h ,  that the S o c ie ty  re m o n s tra te  w ith  the people  of A m e r ic a  and
97e s p e c ia l ly  w ith  C h r is t ia n  p ro fe s s o rs  aga in s t the e v i ls  of S la v e r y .

Many of the local churches  w e re  sym pathetic  to the aims of the

G . E .  S .  and went so f a r  as to hold p u b lic  days of thanksg iv ing  and

p r a y e r  in 1834 when s la v e ry  was abo lished  and again in 1838 w ith

the te rm in a tio n  o f  ap p re n tic e s h ip . Ind eed , it was the moral support

given by the D is s e n t in g  m in is te rs  that p ro v id e d  the impetus fo r  much

of the S o c ie ty ’ s w o rk .  W ith  the exception o f  Thompson and the

s e c r e t a r ie s ,  the most notab le  and a c tiv e  men in the p u b lic  m eetings

w e re  w ithout doubt m in is te rs  such as A n d e rs o n , H e u g h , W a rd la w

and K idston . T h is  tendency of D is s e n tin g  churches  to ta ke  an

a c tiv e  in te re s t  in a n t is la v e ry  w o rk  and subsequently  to communicate

th e ir  condemnation of the system to th e ir  b re th re n  in A m e r ic a  was
98one of the main goals of the G. E .  S .  A m e ric a n  and B r i t is h  churches

99had es ta b lis h e d  c lo se  t ie s  on m atte rs  of d o c tr in e  and o rg a n iz a t io n ,  

and it was through these that the G. E .  S . expected to e x e r t  moral 

p re s s u re  fo r  the end of s la v e ry .

96 G. E .  S .  M inute  Book I I ,  1 August 1836
G la s g o w  A r g u s ,  4 August 1836

97 G. E .  S .  M in u te  Book I I ,  15 M arch  1837

98 G . E .  S .  Annual R e p o rt  1 8 35 , p. 2 3 ,  1 8 3 6 , p. 6

99 Th i s t le th w a ite ,  T h e  A n g lo -A m e r ic a n  Connection pp. 80-1
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A s  events  unfolded a c ro s s  the A t la n t ic ,  such as the

extension o f  s la v e ry  into T e x a s ,  the s e c r e ta r ie s  made su re  that

they re c e iv e d  p ro p e r  a tten tion  both in the p re s s  and at its  public

m eetings. As e a r ly  as M arch 1837 the G. E .  S .  condemned the

re v o lu t io n  in T e x a s  as nothing m ore  than a w a r  to extend the s lave

system and said it would be calam itous fo r  the cause of em ancipation

if  it w e re  su cce s s fu l.  L a t e r  in 1839 the G. E .  S .  sent a m em orial

to the G overnm ent opposing the reco g n itio n  of T e x a s  as an

independent nation as long as s la v e ry  ex is ted  th e re . T h is  memorial

re f le c te d  the g e n e ra l v ie w  held  by B r i t is h  abo I i t io n s is ts  that the

G overnm ent should use  all a v a i la b le  p r e s s u r e  to induce the

governm ent of T e x a s  to g ive  up s la v e ry  as a p r ic e  fo r  reco gn itio n

and subsequently  the r ig h t  to make com m ercial t re a t ie s .  R ecognition

would a lso  be c o n tr a ry  to the B r i t is h  r o le  as the lead ing  advocate of

freedom  throughout the w o r ld . M e m o ria ls  such as this  proved

to be in e f fe c t iv e  due to the G o v e rn m e n ts  d e s ire  to see an independent

T e x a s  w hich would s e rv e  as a check to the ra p id ly  g row ing  might of

the U n ite d  S ta te s  and a basis  f o r  an in c re a s e  in B r i t is h  in fluence

in A m e r ic a .  T h e r e  w e re  also a number o f  s tro n g  economic reasons

fo r  the G o v e rn m e n t 's  d e s ire  to see T e x a s  independent. F o r  one

th ing , cotton fro m  T e x a s  would be in d i r e c t  com petition w ith  cotton

grown in the S o u th e rn  S ta te s  thus making B r i ta in  m ore  independent of

S o u th ern  cotton. It  would a lso p ro v id e  a m arket fo r  B r i t is h  goods

and a means of underm in ing  the A m e ric a n  t a r i f f  as w ell as an a id  fo r
101s ta b i l iz in g  re la t io n s  w ith  M exico . T h us  it was in N o vem ber 1840  

when the G overnm ent signed a s e r ie s  of t re a t ie s  w ith  T e x a s  with  

no mention of s la v e ry  that the G. E .  S .  re a l iz e d  how impotent they 

w e re  in in fluenc ing  the in te rn a tio n a l p o licy  of the G overnm ent when

100 G. E .  S . M in u te  Book I I ,  13 M arch  1837 , 15 O c to b e r  1839 
T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  p. 198

101 L o u is  B. F i l l e r ,  T h e  C ru s a d e  A ga inst S la v e r y  (London 1960) 
p. 1 75.
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im portan t com m ercial and econom ic fa c to rs  nec e s s ita te d  a po licy  

c o n tra ry  to hum an ita r ian  p r in c ip le s .  T h e  argum ents of m o ra lity  

and freedom  could induce the G overnm ent to a c t io n , but only so long  

as they did not inh ib it  the g ro w th  o f  com m erce o r  the national good.

In the c a s e  of T e x a s ,  the m em o ria ls  of the a n t is la v e ry  so c ie t ie s  ran  

c o n tra ry  to what the G overnm ent fe lt  w as sound po licy  and w e re  

d is re g a rd e d .

A n o th e r  incident in w hich  the G. E . S . invo lved i ts e l f  shows

that the S o c ie ty  was in te re s te d  in m ore  than ju s t  app ren ticesh ip

o r  the a c t iv i t ie s  of G eorge  Thom pson. In 1 8 3 9 , f i f t y - tw o  i l le g a l ly

im ported s la v e s  w e re  sold to two s lave  d e a le rs  in H a v a n a , C uba,

th e re  to be transsh ipped  to an o th er p a r t  of the is land  on the

schooner A m is ta d . On the fo u rth  day out the s laves  m utin ied , c a p tu red

the ship and un der the i l lu s io n  that they w e re  being re tu rn e d  to A f r i c a ,

found th e m s e lv e s  off the N e w  E n g lan d  coast of C onnecticu t w h e re

they w e re  taken into custody on c h a rg e s  o f p i r a c y  and m u rd e r .  T h e

two s lave  d e a le r s ,  R u iz  and M o n tes , sued to have th e ir  p ro p e rty

re s to re d .  T h is ,  of c o u rs e ,  d re w  the a tten tion  o f A m e ric a n

a b o li t io n is ts  who im m ediate ly  contested the suit and s ta r te d  legal

p ro c e e d in g s  which e v e n tu a lly  ended w ith  freedom  fo r  the A fr ic a n s
102some eighteen months la te r  in the U n ite d  S ta te s  S u p re m e  C o u rt.

H a rd ly  had the case been brought to co u rt  but the G. E .  S .  held a

pub lic  m eeting to p e t it io n  M e lb o u rn e  and P a lm e rs to n  to intercC<£® with

the U n ite d  S ta te s  G overnm ent on b eh a lf  of the A f r ic a n s  in o r d e r  to

secure  th e ir  freedom  and i f  n e c e s s a ry  to p ro v id e  a B r i t is h  ship
103fo r  th e ir  t ra n s p o rta t io n  back to th e ir  homes. In conjunction

w ith  s im i la r  p e t it io n s  from  o th e r  l ik e  s o c ie t ie s  th is  m em orial had 

the d e s ire d  e f fe c t ,  at le a s t  on the B r i t is h  G overnm ent. P a lm e rs to n  

in s tru c te d  the B r i t is h  m in is te r  in M a d r id  to demand prosecu tio n  

of the two s lave  d e a le rs  and to ask the Spanish G overnm ent to

102 Samuel F la g g  B e m is , John Q uincey Adams and T h e  Union  
(N ew  Y o r k  1956) pp. 384 -41  5

103 G. E .  S .  M inute Book I I ,  15 O c to b e r  1839
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issue s t r ic t  o r d e r s  to the a u th o r it ie s  in Cuba to g ran t the negroes
104freedo m  should they a r r iv e  th e re .  T h e  G overnm ent a lso

in s tru c te d  th e ir  m in is te r  in W ash in g to n , H e n ry  S . F o x ,  to use h is  

good o ff ic e s  on beha lf of the A m istad  cap tives  w ith o u t  in te r fe r in g  

w ith the ju d ic ia l  p roceed ing s . In a n o te  to the A m e ric a n  S e c r e ta r y  

of S t a t e ,  F o x  d e c la re d  that under the te rm s  of the T r e a ty  of Ghent 

the U n ite d  S ta te s  and B r i ta in  w e re  pledged to do th e ir  best to 

abo lish  the s lave  tra d e  and consequently  e n t it le d  the B r i t is h  

G overnm ent to ca ll s e r io u s  a tten tion  to the A m istad  v ic tim s  now  

about re a d y  to a p p e a r  be fo re  the S u p re m e  C o u rt.  F o x  s ta te d ,

1111 is un der these c ircu m stances  that H e r  M a je s ty 's  G overnm ent  

e a rn e s t ly  hope that the P re s id e n t  o f the U n ite d  S ta te s  w il l  f ind  

him se lf em pow ered to take  such m easures  on beha lf o f the a fo r e 

said A f r ic a n s  as shall s e c u re  them the possess ion  o f th e ir
105l ib e r ty ,  to w h ic h ,  w ithout doubt, they a r e  by law  e n t it le d . "

T h is  e x p re s s io n  o f  concern  by the B r i t is h  G overnm ent could of co u rs e  

have l i t t le  e ffec t on a case be fo re  the S u p re m e  C o u rt  but as it was  

re le a s e d  to the p re s s  b e fo re  the t r ia l  It did s e rv e  notice  to the 

ju d ic ia r y  of the d ip lom atic  im p lica tio ns  of the case. T h e  G. E . S .  

could h a rd ly  c la im  any c re d it  fo r  the eventual freedom  of the 

A m istad  n eg ro es  but th e ir  in te re s t  does i l lu s t r a te  th e ir  concern  

fo r  the cond itions  o f  the negro  in a re a s  f a r  rem oved from  the 

control of the B r i t is h  G overnm ent. Even as la te  as N o vem ber 1841 , 

a f te r  the freed o m  of the Am istad cap tives  had been s e c u re d , the 

G. E .  S .  w as p e t it io n in g  the G overnm ent to p ro v id e  a ship fo r  th e ir  

t ra n s p o r ta t io n  back to A f r ic a .

104 Ib id ,  le t t e r  from  W il l ia m  F o x  S tra n g e w a y s  to W il l ia m  P a to n ,
23 D e c e m b e r  1839.

105 B e m is , John Q uincy Adams and T h e  Union p. 404

106 G. E .  S . M inute  Book I I I ,  18 N o vem ber 1841
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T h e  1 8 3 0 's  then , was a p e r io d  o f grow th  and c o -o p e ra t io n

as fa r  as the developm ent o f the G . E .  S .  was concerned. G ra n te d

the S o c ie ty  clung to its  independence and re fu se d  to be dominated

by la r g e r  and w e a lth ie r  London s o c ie t ie s ,  but it is n e v e rth e le s s

a fac t that at the he ight of the a p p ren ticesh ip  s tru g g le  they w i l l in g ly

c o -o p e ra te d  w ith  the London abol ition^/ife by p e tit io n in g  and

m e m o r ia l iz in g  the G overnm ent and by sending th re e  s e p a ra te

s la te s  o f d e le g a te s  to m eetings in E x e te r  H a l l .  F ro m  1833 to 1840

the G. E .  S .  sent f iv e  p e t i t io n s  to P a r l ia m e n t ,  fo u r  m em o ria ls  to

G overnm ent m in is te r s ,  th re e  de leg atio ns  to m eetings in London plus

num erous a d d re s s e s  and le t t e r s  to peop le  not ju s t in B r i ta in  but on

the Continent and the U n ite d  S ta te s  as w e ll .  In a l l ,  th e re  w e re

s ix ty - s ix  m eetings o f the G . E .  S .  d u rin g  th is  p e r io d ,  seventeen

of which w e re  p u b lic . On the a v e ra g e  th is  means that o v e r  a s ix

y e a r  p e r io d  the S o c ie ty  met about once a month and held  n e a r ly

th re e  p u b lic  m eetings a y e a r .  T h e s e  f ig u r e s  a r e  d e c e p tiv e ,

h o w e v e r ,  as th e re  w e re  p e r io d s  such as d u rin g  the f i r s t  s ix  months

of 1839 when the S o c ie ty  was qu ite  in ac tiv e . A ls o ,  a number of

m eetings w e re  c a lle d  fo r  pu rp oses  o th er  than p u rsu in g  a n t is la v e ry

w o rk . One such m eeting w as convened in June 1836 to e x p re s s  thanks

to James Johnston , the t r e a s u r e r ,  fo r  his w o rk  b e fo re  his  em ig ra t io n

to Canada. A  s im i la r  m e e t in g  a y e a r  la te r  d re w  up a le t te r  o f

a p p re c ia t io n  to James M cC une Sm ith  who was re tu rn in g  to N ew

Y o r k  a f te r  having com pleted h is  education at the U n iv e r s i ty  of  
107G lasgow . N e v e r th e le s s  the S o c ie ty  showed a r a th e r  re m a rk a b le  

e n erg y  d u rin g  the 1 8 3 0 's .  T h is  zea l can be tra c e d  to a num ber of  

causes o r  rea s o n s . O ne of the m ore  im portan t of these was that the

107 Ib id , I I ,  16 June 1 8 3 6 , 5 June 1837



S o c ie ty  w orked  fo r  s p e c if ic  and ob ta in ab le  goals. O f c o u rs e ,

most B r i t is h  p h ila n th ro p ic  s o c ie t ie s  of the day had s p e c if ic  goals

and some o f them in c re d ib ly  so. It w ou ld , h o w e v e r ,  be s tre tc h in g

c re d ib i l i ty  to b e lie v e  that the goals  of some of these s o c ie t ies  such

as T h e  S o c ie ty  fo r  R e tu rn in g  Young Women to th e ir  F r ie n d s  in the

C o u n try  o r  T h e  Southampton S o c ie ty  fo r  the R e fo rm atio n  of G y p s ie s ,
108w e re  e i th e r  p ra c t ic a l  o r  o b ta in ab le . On the o th e r  hand, the  

f igh t against s la v e ry  and subsequently  against app re n tic e s h ip  was a 

r e a l is t ic  e f fo r t  w ith  e v e ry  chance of success. C e r ta in ly  the support  

of Thom pson’s m ission to the U n ite d  S ta te s  was fe a s ib le  no m atter  

how u n adv isab le . F u r t h e r ,  the e f fo r t  to suppress  s la v e ry  through

out the re s t  of the w o r ld  did have a s tro ng  appeal and was w ith in  

the rea lm  o f p o s s ib i l i ty .  B r i ta in  a f t e r  a ll did w ie ld  immense  

in te rn a tio n a l po w er and if  this w e re  app lied  in an e f fo r t  to abo lish  

s la v e ry  it would be reaso n ab le  to expect successful re s u lts .  T h e  

prob lem  lay in getting  the G overnm ent to apply th is  pow er and to th is  

end the G. E .  S , constantly  w orked  through m e m o r ia ls ,  p e tit io n s  

and co rresp on den ce. T h is  b r in g s  up a n o th er reason  fo r  the v ig o ro u s  

a c t iv i ty  of the G. E .  S .  in the decade of the 1830 's . In th e ir  fight 

against a p p ren ticesh ip  they had e v e ry  reaso n  to expect success. It 

was through the e f fo r t  of the a b o lit io n is ts  that the B r i t is h  s lave  

tra d e  had been e lim in a ted  in 1807 and la te r  they had been re s p o n s ib le  

fo r  the abo lit io n  o f W est Indian s la v e ry  in 1834. R e ly in g  on many of  

the same argum ents they had called upon to abo lish  s la v e r y ,  they 

cou ld , w ith  reaso n ab le  a s s u ra n c e ,  look fo r w a r d  to a successful 

campaign against ap p re n tic e s h ip . A n o th e r  reason fo r  th is  a c t iv ity  

of the G. E .  S .  lay in the fa c t  that th e re  was a s u r p r is in g  amount of

108 B ro w n , F a th e r s  of the V ic to r ia n s  pp. 3 2 9 ,3 4 0
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public  in te re s t  and sympathy fo r  i ts  cause. T h e re  would be l i t t le  

reason to hold so many pub lic  m eetings if  the m em bers of the public  

w e re  a p a th e tic  tow ard  the S o c ie ty 's  a im s. It is d i f f ic u lt  to 

determ ine  e xac tly  how many w e re  in a ttendance at the v a r io u s  pub lic  

g a th erin g s  of the G. E .  S .  T h e  n e w s p a p e r  accounts almost in v a r ia b ly  

re p o r t  a " la rg e  and res p e c ta b le  a u d ie n c e "  in attendance but exac tly  

what th is  means is  q u e s tio n a b le . One ind ica tio n  o f the a ttendance  

is the c a p ac ity  of the m eeting p la c e s . O v e r  h a lf  o f the p u b lic  

m eetings took p lace  in D r .  W a r d la w 's  G e o rg e  S t r e e t  Chapel which  

held a p p ro x im ate ly  tw e lve  hundred people . O th e r  m eetings took  

place in  D r .  H e u g h 1 s Regent S t r e e t  Chapel and R ev . A n d e rs o n 's  

John S t r e e t  Chapel both of which w e r e  somewhat la r g e r  . C o n s e 

quently it would not be un reaso nab le  to assume that a ttendance  

f ig u re s  would n o rm a lly  have been som ew here  betw een eight hundred  

and one thousand fo r  the a v e ra g e  p u b lic  m eeting and s ig n if ic a n t ly  

hig h e r  when men such as O 'C o n n e l l  o r  Thompson w e re  on the p la t 

fo rm . A t the Annual M eeting of 1 8 3 8 , W a r d la w 's  church was f i l le d

and accord in g  to re p o r ts  s e v e ra l hundred people  had to be turned  
1 09away. E a r l i e r  it was re p o r te d  that W a r d la w 's  Chapel was f i l le d  

on the occas ion  of Thom pson's re tu rn  from  A m e r ic a  and that H eugh 's  

Chapel w as l ik e w is e  f i l le d  la te r  on that y e a r  at a m eeting c a lle d  to 

p ra is e  Thompson fo r  h is  success in h is  debate  against Rev.

B re c k in r id g e .  T h is  ind ica tes  a g re a t  deal o f m iddle c la s s  support

f o r  th e ir  aims without which th e ir  e f fo r ts  would have had l i t t l e  e f fe c t .

It should a lso  be taken into co n s id e ra tio n  that pub lic  m eetings add ressed  

by p o p u la r  f ig u re s  fo r  w h a te v e r  cause be it tem p era n c e , a n t is la v e r y ,  

f r e e  t ra d e  e tc . , w e re  a sou rce  of mass en te rta in m en t much l ik e  the

109 G lasgow  A rg u s ,  6 August 1838

110 G. E .  S .  M inute  Book I I ,  20 Jan u a ry  1 8 3 6 , 1 August 1836.
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th e a tre  o r  cinem a a r e  today. It must a lso be re m e m b e re d  that they  

w e re  able to get a la rg e  num ber o f  people  to sign p e t i t io n s ,  in two  

cases w ell o v e r  1 0 0 ,0 0 0 .  T h is  w id e s p re a d  pub lic  sym pathy and 

support gave th e ir  p e t it io n s  and m em o ria ls  p o p u la r  back in g  and  

demanded at leas t that the G overnm ent take n o tice  of them r a t h e r  

than having them u t te r ly  ign ored  as i f  p re s e n te d  by c ra c k p o ts .

T h e  final reaso n  f o r  the e n e rg y  of the G. E .  S . in the IBSO’ s 

lay in its  capab le  and e n e rg e t ic  le a d e rs h ip . G eo rg e  Thom pson,

Smeal and M u r ra y  w e r e ,  of c o u rs e ,  the backbone of the S o c ie ty .

It was M u r r a y fs re s p o n s ib i l i ty  as co rre s p o n d in g  s e c r e ta r y  to keep  

in contact w ith  o th er  s o c ie t ie s  in form  ing them of the p o l ic y  o f  the  

G. E .  S .  and c o -o rd in a t in g  the S o c ie t y ^  w ork  w ith  the o th e r  groups.

In th is  he was helped by Smeal the re c o rd in g  s e c re ta ry  who was a lso  

re s p o n s ib le  f o r  the p u b lic a t io n  of the Annual R e p o rt  and the v a r io u s  

pam phlets the G. E .  S .  issued. But it was Thompson who was the rea l  

gu id ing Iigh t in the !3 0 's .  A s the fou nd er of the G. E .  S .  and its  

paid le c tu r e r  fo r  fo u r  y e a r s ,  it was he who re p re s e n te d  th e ir  v ie w s  

throughout B r i ta in .  H is  in fluence  was such that up on  h is  recom m end

ation  in 1838 the G . E .  S .  even changed its  name to the G lasgow
111E m anc ip a tio n  and A b o r ig in e s  P ro te c t io n  S o c ie ty .  A f te r  the  

ending o f a p p re n tic e s h ip  Thompson became in te re s te d  in Ind ia  and the  

advocacy o f the cause of the n a t iv e s  held  in s la v e ry  th e re .  F o r  a 

b r ie f  p e r io d  he w as engaged by the A b o r ig in e s  P ro te c t io n  S o c ie ty  to 

plead  the cause  of the Ind ian n a tiv e s  hence the junction  w ith  the  

G. E .  S .  N in e  months la t e r  Thompson was back exp la in in g  why he 

had rem oved h is  connection  w ith  the A b o r ig in e s  P ro te c t io n  S o c ie ty  

and was now su p p o rtin g  the B r i t is h  India S o c ie ty  founded by Joseph

111 Ib id , 6 S e p te m b e r  1838
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112P e a s e  of D a r i in g to n .  N e e d le s s  to s a y ,  the G. E .  S .  im m ed ia te ly
11 3ag re e d  to un ite  in p rom oting  the aims of that S o c ie ty .  In d e e d ,

u n d er Thom pson*s g u id an ce , n e a r ly  the e n t i re  Annual M eetin g  in

1839 was g iven o v e r  to speeches  concern ing  the p o o r  in In d ia .
114Thompson and M a jo r  G e n e ra l B r ig g s  made an appeal to w h ich

the aud ience of G lasgow  as one of the m ajo r cotton m an u fa c tu r in g

c e n tres  o f B r i ta in  w e r e  e s p e c ia l ly  v u ln e ra b le .  It w as  a s s e r te d

that in In d ia ,  B r i ta in  had a co u n try  c a p a b le  of an a lm ost boundless

supply of ra w  cotton at a f a r  lo w e r  p r ic e  than they w e r e  p a y in g  fo r

it to the s la v e h o ld in g  p la n te rs  in A m e r ic a . A t the same t im e , by

encourag ing  the c o u n tr ie s  in In d ia ,  B r i ta in  w ould open up an

un lim ited  f ie ld  fo r  th e ir  m an u fa c tu re rs  and g ive  a c e r ta in  death
115blow to s la v e ry  in the A m e r ic a n  South . T h is  was ju s t the kind  

of argum ent w hich appea led  to the m em bers of the G. E .  S . and they  

voted approval o f the aims o f  the B r i t is h  India S o c ie ty .  It was a lso  

the f i r s t  pub lic  stand the G. E .  S .  was to take in the c o n tro v e rs y  

o v e r  f r e e  t ra d e  though as yet they had not come out s tro n g ly  one  

way o r  ano th er. H o w e v e r ,  as Thompson was a s tro n g  advocate  o f  

f r e e  t r a d e ,  it would not be too long b e fo re  the G . E .  S . w e re  to 

jo in  him in the s tru g g le .   ̂ ®

O bv io us ly  then it w as  Thompson who led the S o c ie ty  in the  

decade of the 1830*s and it was Sm eal and M u rra y  w h o  c a r r ie d  out 

the day to day w o rk  and d ire c t io n .  T h e re  w e re  o th e r s ,  h o w e v e r ,

11 2 S e e  B r i t is h  In d ia ,  P ro c e e d in g s  at a P u b l ic  M eeting  in 
D a r lin g to n  (D a r l in g to n  1839)

11 3 G. E .  S .  M in u te  Book I I , 13 May 1839

114 M a jo r  G en e ra l John B r ig g s  w as the a u th o r o f T h e  Cotton  
T r a d e  of Ind ia  (London 1840) and one o f  the le a d e rs  in the  
movement c a l l in g  f o r  com m ercia l developm ent of B r i t is h  Ind ia

115 G. E .  S . M in u te  Book II t 1 A u g u st 1839

116 T h is t le th w a i te ,  T h e  A n g lo -A m e r ic a n  C onnection pp. 1 6 1 -2  
In June and August of 1841 the G. E . S .  came out s trongly  in 
support o f  f r e e  t ra d e .  S e e  G. E .  S .  M inute  Book I I I ,  18 June  
1841 , 2 August 1 841.
W il s o n , H is to r ic a l  N o tes  of G eorge  Thom pson 's  L a b o u rs  p. 2.
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who took an in te re s te d  and a c t iv e  ro le  such as R e vs . H eugh,

W a r d la w  and A n d erso n  and James Johnston, James M cCune Sm ith  

and W i l l ia m  P a to n . E v e n  R o b e r t  G ra h a m e , who by th is  tim e was  

w ell past h is  p r im e ,  was in te re s te d  enough to c h a ir  th ir te e n  of th e ir  

m eetings and consequently  add a m easu re  of p re s t ig e  to the g a th e r in g s .

It was undoubtedly due to the in te re s t  taken in the S o c ie ty  by men such 

as G raham e and the lead in g  d is s e n tin g  c le rg y  of the c ity  that the  

S o c ie ty  w as ab le  to a t t r a c t  a tte n tio n  and it was due to the e ffo r ts  of 

Smeal and M u r ra y  that those in te re s te d  w e re  kept in form ed of the  

p ro g re s s  of th e ir  e f fo r ts .

T h ese  fo u r  fa c to rs  : 1) s p e c if ic  and o b ta in ab le  goals; 2) an 

e x p e c ta t io n  of success; 3) p u b lic  in te re s t  and sym pathy, and 

4) e n e rg e t ic  le a d e rs h ip  -  w e r e  in te rdependent and d u rin g  the 1 8 3 0 fs 

they w o rk e d  harm o n io us ly  to g e th er  and p ro v id e d  an atm osphere w hich  

made the G. E . S .  one of the most e f fe c t iv e  a n t is la v e ry  groups in 

B r i ta in .

It was d u rin g  th is  decade of the 1 830*s that the G. E . S .

re c e iv e d  a g re a t deal o f support fro m  the L a d ie s  A u x i l ia r y .  T h is

society  g re w  out o f  the G lasgow  L a d ie s  A n t i - S la v e r y  A sso c ia tio n

which had been founded by Thom pson in M arch  1833 du rin g  the height
117of the a n t is la v e r y  a g ita t io n . On Janu ary  8 ,  183 4 , Thompson

founded the G lasgow  L a d ie s  A s s o c ia t io n  in aid of the G lasgow

E m an c ip a tio n  S o c ie ty  w hich becam e known as the G lasgow  L a d ie s
118A u x i l ia r y  E m anc ip a tio n  S o c ie ty .  D u r in g  the *30*s with W il l ia m

S m ea l*s  s is te r  Jane as its  s e c r e ta r y  the L a d ie s  A u x i l ia r y  donated

to the G. E .  S . £ 4 3 3 .  7s . 10^d. and p r in te d  fo u r  thousand pam phlets.

Included in the pam phlets  w e re  two thousand copies of T h e  W ron gs
11 9of A f r ic a  by M iss  M. B .  T u c k e y . T h is  was a co lle c t io n  of t ru ly

117 S c o ts  T im e s ,  1 2 M a rc h  1833
118 G. E .  S .  M in u te  Book I ,  8 J an u ary  1834

119 M. B. T u c k e y ,  T h e  W ro n g s  o f A f r ic a  (G lasgow  1837) located  at
the M itc h e ll  L i b r a r y ,  (Glasgow, "fhe w o rk  o f  M iss  T u c k e y  b r in g s  
to mind M rs .  J e l ly b y  of D ic k e n 's  novel B leak  House. M rs .  J e lly b y  
w hose total p re o c c u p a tio n  w ith  A f r ic a  re s u lte d  in in te r m in a b le  
tracfes, le t t e r s  and inconsequentia l b ic k e r in g  w h ile  rem ain in g

| o b liv io u s  to the chaos s u rro u n d in g  h e r ,c a n  be taken as an exam ple
| of the a lm ost u n b r id g e a b le  g u lf  then e x is tin g  between the w o rk in g
j c la s s es  and the p h i la n th ro p ic  so c ie t ie s  o f the day.



e x e c ra b le  occas iona l p o e try  and an a p p e a l to the women of G re a t

B r i ta in  fro m  M rs . A . D. M i l le r  and M iss  E l iz a b e th  P e a s e ,

s e c r e ta r ie s  of the D a r lin g to n  L a d ie s  S o c ie ty ,  fo r  the U n iv e rs a l

A b o l i t io n  of S la v e r y ,  to jo in  the  a g ita tio n  aga inst a p p re n tic e s h ip .

In add ition  to ho ld ing  a n t is la v e r y  b a z a a rs  in both G lasgow  and

K ilm a rn o c k  they a lso  d re w  u p , a t c o n s id e ra b le  expen se , a p e tit io n
1 20to the Q ueen aga inst a p p re n tic e s h ip  in the e a r ly  p a r t  of 1838.

H o w e v e r ,  the main function  o f  the  L a d ie s  A u x i l ia r y  w as to r a is e  money 

fo r  the G. E .  S .  in support of th e ir  a c t iv i t ie s .  O f the app ro x im ate  

£ 2 ,0 0 0  spent by the G. E .  S .  d u r in g  th is  p e r io d ,  w e l l  o v e r  twenty  

pe rc e n t was sup p lied  by the L a d ie s  A u x i l ia r y .  T h e  f in a n c ia l back ing  

given by the women became e s p e c ia l ly  s ig n if ic a n t when it is r e a l iz e d  

that d u rin g  the eco n o m ica lly  d ep re s s e d  y e a rs  of 1 8 3 7 -8  they sub

s id ize d  the G. E .  S .  to the amount of £ 3 0 7  out of the £ 6 9 3  they
i 21

spent. A s o f  August 2 ,  1 8 3 8 , the G. E .  S . found i ts e l f  £ 2 2 0  in

debt. T h is  meant that of the £ 4 7 3  of re a l  money co lle c te d  by the 

G. E .  S .  n e a r ly  two th ird s  came from  its  a u x i l i a r y ,  a fact the men 

w e re  w is e  enough to rem em b er and f re q u e n t ly  thanked them fo r .

T h e  a c t iv i t ie s  o f the G. E .  S .  d u r in g  the 1 8 3 0 *s  w e re  m arked  

by s e v e ra l  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  w hich m a k e  the p e r io d  d is t in c t iv e  from  

any o th er  in i ts  h is to ry .  T h e r e  was of c o u rs e ,  th e ir  tendency to 

rem ain  independent. T h is  w as matched as at almost no o th er  tim e  

in th e ir  h is to ry  by a w il l in g n e s s  to c o -o p e ra te  w ith  the o th e r  a n t i 

s la v e ry  s o c ie t ie s .  T h is  re s u lte d  in a co n c e n tra t io n  o f e f fo r t  when 

the need a ro s e  as d u r in g  the a p p re n tic e s h ip  campaign and a 

d iv e r s i f ic a t io n  o f  in t e r e s t ,  r e f le c te d  by th e ir  junction  w ith  the  

A b o r ig in e s  P r o te c t io n  S o c ie ty .  T h e  in f lu e n c e  of re l ig io n  in the

1 20 Second R e p o r t  o f the G lasgow  L a d ie s  A u x i l ia r y  Em anc ip atio n  
S o c ie ty  1 August 1839 (G lasgow  1839). T h is  and o th e r  
Annual R e p o r ts  of the L a d ie s  s o c ie t ie s  a re  located at the 
M itc h e ll  L i b r a r y ,  G lasgo w .

121 G. E .  S .  Annual R e p o r t  1 8 3 8 , S e e  the a b s tra c t  of the  
T r e a s u r e r s  A ccount.
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anti s la v e ry  s tru g g le  of the G. E .  S .  can s c a rc e ly  be o v e r  

em phasized. S la v e r y  w as a s in  not ju s t  in the B r i t is h  E m p ire  

but all o v e r  the w o r ld . A s  they re p e a te d ly  s tre s s e d  at th e ir  

pub lic  m eeting s , the e v i ls  of s la v e ry  knew no national b o u n daries .  

T h is  fe e l in g ,  coupled w ith  the re l ig io u s  fe rv o u r  o f  the t im e , was of 

utmost im p o rtan ce  in e x p la in in g  the continued a n t is la v e ry  ag ita t io n
1 22

of the p e r io d .  F in a l l y ,  th e re  was a fe e lin g  of optimism caused

by a v e ry  rea l exp ec ta tio n  o f  success in the f ig h t against

a p p re n tic e s h ip . A t th is  stage th e re  was no re a l  reaso n  to assume

that f u r th e r  e f fo r ts  aga inst s la v e ry  and the s la v e  t ra d e  would not

be a r  f r u i t .  A f te r  a l l ,  the 3 0 !s had shown that the v ig o ro u s  e f fo r ts

of a vocal m in o r ity  c o u ld , on o c c a s io n , induce the G overnm ent to

take sym pathetic  ac tion  on th e ir  behalf. In the c ase  of the W est

Ind ies  this  was due to the fa c t  that the burden of the em pire  was

beginn ing to w eigh upon B r i ta in .  A  new sense of re s p o n s ib i l i ty

to the co lonies  em erged  and found e x p re s s io n  in the successful

s tru g g le  against s la v e ry .  In the argum ent betw een the pro  and

anti s la v e ry  fa c t io n s  the p la n te r s  made v ig o ro u s  appeals  to im p eria l

sentim ent and in te re s t  b e lie v in g  this would em b arass  the
1 23

a b o li t io n is ts  by r a l ly in g  p u b lic  opinion against them. T h e

a n t i -s la v e r y  fa c t io n  on the o th e r  hand did not h e s ita te  to use anti 

im p eria l language to a c h ie v e  th e ir  ends. T r u e ,  E m a n c ip a t io n  was  

accom panied through im p e ria l p o w e r ,  but in this c a s e  the ends  

ju s t i f ie d  the m eans. F u r t h e r ,  th is  end (the em ancipation  o f the

122 T h is  was a common fe a tu re  in n ineteenth  c e n tu ry  h u m an ita r ian  
movements. S e e  B o lt ,  T h e  A n t i - S la v e r y  Movement and 
R e c o n s tru c t io n  p. 5.

123 F o r  an exam ple  o f such an appeal in the G lasgow  a r e a ,  see  
G lasgow  W est Ind ia  S o c ie ty  M inute  Book I ,  6 May 1 8 26 ,  
P e t i t io n  to the H ouse o f Commons. T h e  p e t it io n  s tre s s e s  
the harm  w hich the a b o lit io n  of s la v e ry  w ould cause the 
W e s t Ind ies and to the co lo n is ts  l iv in g  th e re .
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s la v e s ) ,  w as  the v e ry  oppos ite  of im p e r ia l is m  in that B r i ta in  would

f r e e  the s la v e s  r e g a rd le s s  o f w h e th e r  o r  not it d e s tro yed  the

p la n te rs  and even though it was at a heavy cost to the B r i t is h  
1 24t re a s u r y .  W h ile  it is a fa c t  that it w as  the p la n te rs  them selves

w ho  abo lished  the a p p re n tic e s h ip  s ys tem , it is a lso  t ru e  that

sympathy in P a r l ia m e n t  was unden iab ly  bu ild in g  in support of the

a p p re n t ic e s .  T h e  ac tio n  taken by the p la n te rs  was m ere ly  to

fo re s ta l l  L o n d o n 1 s in te r fe re n c e  into the r ig h ts  o f the W est Indian
125assem blies  to le g is la te  fo r  them selves . T h e  G. E .  S .  could

look back on a decade o f  success  and fo r w a r d  into the next decade  

w ith  r e a l i s t i c  hopes that fu r th e r  in ro a d s  against s la v e ry  would be  

ach ie v e d . U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  it w as due to a man so im portant to the  

c re a t io n  of the G. E .  S .  , W i l l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n ,  that the S o c ie ty  

was n e a r ly  d e s tro y e d .

124 B u r t ,  T h e  E v o lu t io n  o f  T h e  B r i t is h  E m p ire  pp. 2 0 7 -8

125 M a th ie s o n , B r i t is h  S la v e  E m anc ip atio n  pp. 1 8 -2 0
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C H A P T E R  IV

D is c o rd  W ith in  T h e  G lasgow  E m anc ip atio n  S o c ie ty  1840-41

W ith  the abo lit io n  of C o lon ia l A p p re n t ic e s h ip  in 1 8 3 8 , the

a n t i - s la v e r y  movement in G re a t  B r i ta in  found i ts e l f  in e ffe c t  out

of a job. Most of the a b o lit io n is t  s o c ie t ie s  had been form ed fo r

this p u rp o s e  and w ith  its  te rm in a tio n  th e re  was some tendency

to d isband o r  s im ply  to lose  in te re s t .  T h is  tendency was to some

extent re f le c te d  in the a c t iv i ty  of the G. E .  S .  w h ic h , though i t  had

shown i ts e l f  to be qu ite  c a th o lic  in its  w o rk  d u rin g  the 1 8 3 0 fs ,

showed a d e f in ite  s lac k en in g  o f in te re s t  in 1839. D u r in g  th is

y e a r  the com m ittee held  on ly  fo u r  m ee tin g s , two of w hich w e re

concerned  w ith  p u re ly  p ro c e d u ra l m a tte rs  such as appoin ting a

subcom mittee to a r ra n g e  fo r  the Annual M eeting  o r  to h e a r  and

app ro ve  the Annual R e p o r t .  T h e  two p u b lic  m eetings held that y e a r

show that th e  S o c ie ty  w as s e a rc h in g  fo r  an issu e  which would

c a p tu re  the in te re s t  of the pu b lic  and s p a rk  o ff a n o th er round of

p o p u la r  ag ita t io n  -  th is  tim e aimed d ir e c t ly  at the A m e ric a n  
2

s la v e h o ld e rs . In th is  it fa i le d  p a r t ly  because the issues of the 

A m istad  cap tives  and the rec o g n itio n  o f  T e x a s  w e re  so rem ote  and 

in any case  would have had l i t t le  e ffec t on the people  and p a r t ly  

because of th is  sense of apathy e x is tin g  a f te r  the end of A p p re n t ic e 

ship. T h is  gradual d e c lin e  in in te re s t  was also re f le c te d  in the 

f in anc in g  of the S o c ie ty .  T h e  accounts show an e x p e n d itu re  of 

ju s t  o v e r  £ 1 7 6  e x c lu s iv e  of that m oney paid  aga inst its  debt as  

opposed to a lm ost £ 7 0 0  expended d u rin g  the p re v io u s  eighteen  

months. In a le t t e r  to one of the committeemen o f the B r i t is h  and

1 T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  p . 63

2 G. E . S . M in u te  Book I I .  T h e  com m ittee m eetings w e re  held  
on 13 May 1 8 3 9 , 18 Ju ly  1 8 3 9 , 31 July 1839 and 9 O c to b e r  
1839. T h e  tw o  p u b lic  m eetings took p la c e  on 1 August  
1839 and 15 O c to b e r  1839.
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F o re ig n  Anti S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  S m e a l , who was about read y  to make

the annual c o lle c t io n  of s u b s c r ip t io n s ,  sa id  :

f,I am a good deal d isappointed that m ore zeal in 
con tr ib u tin g  to this p ra is e w o r th y  ob jec t has not 
been man ifes ted  in th is  q u a r t e r ,  e s p e c ia l ly  as I 
had it a d v e r t is e d  in o u r  most e x te n s iv e ly  re a d  
L ib e r a l  J o u rn a l ,  the A r g u s ,  and th re w  o ff  from  
its  types 300 C i r c u la r s  and had them a d d ressed  
to o u r  most in fluen tia l benevolent and re l ig io u s  
c h a ra c te rs  in the C ity  and neighbourhood. "3

T h e r e  was no in te n tio n , h o w e v e r ,  at le a s t  on the p a r t  of the G. E .  S ,

le a d e rs h ip ,  to give up the s tru g g le  fo r  u n iv e rs a l em ancipation but

a new d ire c t io n  and new issues w e re  needed to convey to th e ir

fo llo w in g  the necess ity  fo r  continuing ag ita tio n . T h is  new impetus

was p ro v id e d  in  a round about way by the founding o f  the B r i t is h

and F o re ig n  A nti S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  in London.

A t a m eeting ca lled  by Joseph S tu rg e  and a group of lead ing

London a b o li t io n is ts  in E x e te r  H a ll  on the 17th and 18th of A p r i l ,

1839 d e leg ates  from  all o v e r  B r i ta in  re s o lv e d  to o rg a n iz e  a
4

soc ie ty  f o r  the u n iv e rs a l abo lition  of s la v e ry .  T h is  was a new  

d ire c t io n  as f a r  as the London a b o lit io n is ts  w e re  con cern ed  as  

h e re to fo re  they had concerned them selves p r im a r i ly  w ith  colonial  

s la v e ry  and a p p re n tic e s h ip . T h is  new soc ie ty  c a lle d  the B r i t is h  

and F o re ig n  Anti S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  soon took the in i t ia t iv e  and  

le a d e rs h ip  in the campaign against w o r ld  s la v e ry  aw ay from  the  

S c o tt is h  s o c ie t ie s  w h ere  it had o r ig in a te d  in 1833 w ith  the  

E d in b u rg h  and G lasgow  groups. T h is  was to be a source  o f  

some annoyance at least to the G. E .  S .  as ev idenced by a le t te r

3 G. E .  S .  Annual R e p o rts  1 8 3 8 -9 .  S e e  a b s tra c t  of the T r e a s u r e r s
Account
B . F .  A . S .  S .  P a p e r s ,  M. S . S .  B r .  Emp. S I  8. C 10 5 / 6 0 ,  Smeal 
to H e n ry  S t e r r y ,  22 J an u ary  1840.

4 T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  pp. 6 5 -6
D ouglas  H . M a y n a rd , "T h e  W o r ld  A n t i - S la v e r y  Convention  
of 1840" M iss is s ip p i V a l le y  H is to r ic a l  R e v ie w , vo l.  4 7 ,
(1 96 0 -6 1  P f 5 3
A  C h ro no lo g ica l Sum m ary O f  T h e  W o rk  O f T h e  B r i t is h  &
F o re ig n  A n t i - S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  D u r in g  the N in e teen th  C en tu ry  
<1 8 3 9 -1  900)fLondon n. d . ) ;t, e Cc ic ty



from  Sm eal to John S c o b le  in w hich he rem inded S c o b le  o f the

p a r t  they had a lre a d y  p la y e d  in the w o r ld  f igh t against s la v e ry .

Smeal went on to say that the G. E .  S . would w i l l in g ly  c o -o p e ra te

with the " la te ly  in s t itu te d  'B .  F .  A . S . S .  ' in any m easure  c a lc u la ted
5

in our judgem ent to f u r th e r  o u r  common o b je c t" .

T h e  B. F .  A . S .  S .  d i f fe r e d  from  the S c o tt is h  s o c ie t ie s  in  that it

was national in scope r a t h e r  than m ere ly  p ro v in c ia l .  A lm ost

im m ediate ly  it began o rg a n iz in g  a campaign to f r e e  the A m istad

negroes  and opposing the B r i t is h  G overn m en t's  reco g n itio n  of

T e x a s  a lre a d y  r e f e r r e d  to. T h e  most s ig n if ic a n t u n d e rta k in g  of

the new s o c ie ty ,  h o w e v e r ,  was to call fo r  and o rg a n iz e  a W o r ld

A nti S la v e r y  C onvention  to be he ld  in L o n d o n fs F re e m a s o n 's  H a ll

in June 1840. T h e  ob je c t would be to in v ite  d e leg ates  from  all

o v e r  the w o r ld  but c h ie f ly  from  the U n ite d  S ta te s ,  to meet in

London a n d  in a u g u ra te  an in te rn a t io n a l  campaign against s la v e ry .

A s  host they would be re s p o n s ib le  fo r  all its  p re p a ra t io n s  inc lud ing  
6

the agenda. T h is  in tu rn  w ould re s u lt  in the B. F .  A . S .  S . 's  tak ing  

a lead ing  ro le  in its o p e ra t io n  and p la c e  it in a po s itio n  of le a d e r 

ship in the w o r ld  movement. T h is  cannot have set too w ell w ith  

the le a d e rs  hip of the G. E .  S .  but the idea of a W o r ld  Convention  

was in i ts e l f  a t t r a c t iv e  in that it might ren ew  enthusiasm  fo r  its  

e ffo r ts .

5 B. F .  A . S .  S .  P a p e r s ,  M. S .  S .  B r .  Emp. S 1 8 .C 2 1 /1 0 7  
Smeal to John S c o b le ,  1 Jan u a ry  1840.
T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  pp. 6 6 -7

6 G i lb e r t  H . B a r n e s ,  T h e  A n t is la v e ry  Im pulse 1 8 3 0 -1 8 4 4  
(N ew  Y o r k  1933) p. 171
T ru m a n  N e ls o n ,  (ed. ) Docum ents o f  U p h e a v a l , S e le c t io n s  
F ro m  W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n 's  T h e  L ib e r a t o r  1 8 3 1 -6 5  
(N ew  Y o r k  1966) p. 170 
T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  pp. 85 -91
M a y n a rd ,  " T h e  W o r ld  A n t i - S la v e r y  C onvention" pp. 4 5 3 ,4 5 5 - 6
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A t a p u b lic  m eeting on Jan u a ry  9 ,  1840 , ca lle d  to h e a r  John

S c o b le ,  who w as on to u r  drum m ing up enthusiasm fo r  the Convention

as well as  d iscu ss in g  the re s u l ts  of N e g ro  Em ancipation  in the W est

In d ie s , the G. E .  S .  thanked S c o b le  fo r  his in fo rm ation  and ex p re s s ed

s a tis fa c t io n  at the fo rm a tio n  of the B F . A . S .  S .  though of cou rse  it

w as  de te rm in e d  to rem a in  independent. T h e  fo llo w in g  day at ano ther

p u b lic  m eeting the G . E .  S .  approved  of the C onvention and appointed

a l is t  of d e leg a tes  to re p re s e n t  it .  It w as a lso  decided that the

S o c ie ty  w o u ld , b e fo re  the C onvention m et, appoint as de legates

anyone f r ie n d ly  to the cause that would be in London at the tim e

as it fe l t  it was v e ry  im portan t to have as many de leg ates  as
7

poss ib le  in o r d e r  to im p ress  the o th e r  c o u n tr ie s . F u r t h e r ,  any 

m easure  such as a W o r ld  C o n ven tio n , which w as c a lc u la ted  to 

re v iv e  in te re s t  in the then f la g g in g  B r i t is h  movement could only  

s e rv e  to b en e fit  the G lasgow  so c ie ty . Th us  by e n th u s ia s tic a lly  

supporting  the C onvention  the G. E .  S . was in e f fe c t ,  prom oting  

its  own in te re s ts .  R e a l is in g  th is  the com mittee la id  g re a t  

em phasis on en co urag in g  the appointm ent of as many de legates  

as p o s s ib le  to the C onvention .

In A m e r ic a ,  the on ly  o th e r  country  to send a s iz a b le  

delegation  to the C o n v e n tio n , the proposed convention met w ith  

an e n th u s ia s tic  response  in a b o li t io n is t  c i rc le s .  H o w e v e r ,  the  

a b o lit io n is t  m ovem ent in the U n ite d  S ta te s  had sp lit  into two  

q u a r r e l l in g  fac tio n s  caused p r im a r i ly  by the in s is te n c e  of G a rr is o n  

that women be a llo w e d  to take an a c tiv e  p u b lic  ro le  in the p r o 

ceedings o f the A m e ric a n  A n ti S la v e r y  S o c ie ty .  T h o s e  m em bers

7 G. E .  S . M in u te  Book I I ,  9 J a n u a ry  1 8 4 0 , 10 J an u ary  1840.
T h e  d e le g a te s  appointed at the m eeting of 10 J an u ary  1840  
w e r e  Th om pson, W h ite ,  S m e a l ,  R a to n , K e t t le ,  L a n g la n d s ,  
M u r r a y ,  and R e v s . H e u g h , A n d e rs o n , P u l l e r ,  G raham .
S e e  B . F .  A . S .  S .  P a p e r s ,  M. S . S .  B r .  Emp. S 1 8 . C 1 0 /
4 4 - 5 ,  Sm eal to T r e d g o ld ,  21 M arch  1840.
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of the A . A . S . S . , led by L e w is  Tappan , who d is a g re e d  w ith  th is  

v ie w  w a lked  out of the A . A . S .  S . Convention of 1840 when they  

re a l is e d  that G a rr is o n  had packed the m eeting w ith  h is  s u p p o rte rs .  

A fte r w a rd s  they fo rm e d  a r iv a l  anti s la v e ry  soc ie ty  c a l le d  the
0

A m e ric a n  and F o re ig n  Anti S la v e r y  S o c ie ty .  T h e  ca ll fo r  a 

W o rld  Convention in 1840 o f fe re d  an opportun ity  f o r  these  r iv a l  

fac t io n s  to gain p re s t ig e  by a s s o c ia t in g  them selves w ith  the  

B r i t is h  a b o lit io n is ts .  Indeed, the Convention  o f fe re d  the means of  

enhancing the genera l repute  and in fluen ce  of the A m e r ic a n  

a n t is la v e ry  movement. H o w e v e r ,  it w as through the in s is te n c e  

of G a r r is o n  that the A . A . S . S .  w hich h is  s u p p o rte rs  now c o n tro l le d ,  

appoint a num ber of women as d e le g a te s  to the C o n v e n tio n , that 

caused dissension at the Convention and la te r  s p lit  the B r i t is h  

movement. ^

T h e r e  is  no doubt that G a r r is o n  re a l is e d  that by appointing  

women as convention de leg ates  his faction  was to cause tro u b le  in 

London. In May of 1840 he had re p r in te d  in h is  new sp ap er T h e  

L ib e r a t o r  a le t te r  from  S tu rg e  to th e o f f ic ia l  n ew sp ap er o f the

A . A. S . S .  The  E m an c ip a to r  of M arch  1 2 , 184 0 , w hich s ta ted  that 

th e re  w as s tro ng  fe e lin g  against the idea  of women as de leg ates  

and recommending that they not come. ^  But in a le t te r  to one of  

the o th e r  d e le g a te s , R ev . G eorge  B ra d b u rn  , he w ro te  n . . . I

8 N y e , W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n  and the H u m a n ita r ia n  R e fo rm e rs  
p p . 1 2 6 , 1 30.
F i l l e r ,  The C ru s a d e  A gainst S la v e r y  pp. 1 3 5 -6  
B a r n e s ,  T h e  Anti s la v e ry  Im pulse pp. 1 5 5 -8 ,  1 6 0 , 1 6 9 , 175. 
W y a t t -B r o w n ,  L e w is  Tappan and the E /ange lica l W a r  A g a in s t  
S la v e r y  pp. 1 9 7 -8 .  It should  be n o ted  that T a p p a n !s fa c t io n  
had also t r ie d  to pack the A. A . S .  S . Convention in its  fa v o u r  
and consequently  th e ir  la te r  c ry  of ,,fo u lM must be taken w ith  
a g ra in  of sa lt .

9 M a y n a rd ,  "T h e  W o r ld  A n t i - S la v e r y  C o n ven tio n 11, pp. 4 5 4 ,  
4 5 6 -7

10 M e r r i l l ,  A g a in s t W ind and T id e  p. 161
G a r r is o n ,  W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n  I I ,  353  
B a r n e s ,  T h e  A n t is la v e ry  Im pulse pp. 1 7 1 -2
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beseech yo u , fa il  not to have women reco g n ized  as equal beings

in i t" .  *  ̂ But wh i le  it  is t ru e  that G a r r is o n  was w ell a w a re  that

h is  stand on the r ig h ts  of women to p a r t ic ip a te  in the Convention

would be opposed in London and that at leas t some o f  the B r i t is h

a b o lit io n is t  le a d e rs  w e re  p re p a re d  to do s o , it is not t ru e  that the

B r i t is h  a b o li t io n is ts  as a w ho le  w e re  a w a re  of the c o n fl ic t .  Some

had n e v e r  h e a rd  o f the d ispute  and when they w e re  confronted  w ith

it a t the C onvention  they showed that they opposed any such p ro c e d u re

which was so r a d ic a l ly  at v a r ia n c e  w ith es tab lish ed  B r i t is h  p ra c t ic e s
1 2in such m a tte rs .  A ll  B r i t is h  a n t is la v e ry  s o c ie t ie s  w e re  segrega ted

a c c o rd in g  to sex  and w h ile  they may have been a f f i l ia te d  w ith  each o th e r

such as the G. E .  S .  and its  L a d ie s  A u x i l ia r y ,  they none the less  had

a b a r r i e r  betw een them. Women sim ply did not p a r t ic ip a te  in the

pu b lic  o r  p r iv a te  g a th e r in g s  o f  the men. T h is  was not n e c e s s a r i ly

the case as f a r  as the fe m a le  m eetings w e re  concerned  fo r  as in the

case of the G lasgo w  L a d ie s  A u x i l ia r y  S o c ie ty  men fre q u e n t ly  took
1 3an a c tiv e  r o le .  None the less  in the p a s t ,  as in the e n t ire  h is to ry

of the G. E .  S .  , women w e re  not to take an a c t iv e  r o le  in its  form al 
14

p ro ceed in g s . A g a in  th e re  had been no women de leg a tes  at the 

v a r io u s  m eetings in E x e t e r  H a ll  d u rin g  the a p p re n tic e s h ip  ag ita tio n

11 R ucham es, T h e  L e t t e r s  o f  W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n  I I ,  587  
G a r r is o n  to G e o rg e  B ra d b u rn  24 A p r i l ,  1840

12 B a r n e s ,  T h e  Anti S la v e r y  Impulse pp. 1 7 1 -2

13 F o r  e x a m p le s  o f th is  p a r t ic ip a t io n  of the men in the p u b lic  
m eetings of the fe m a le  s o c ie t ie s  see G. E .  S .  M inute Book I ,
8 J a n u a ry  1834 and Second Annual R e p o rt  of the G lasgow  
F e m a le  Ant? S la v e ry " S o c ie ty  (G la s g o w  1843)

1 4 R e p o r t  of the D is c u s s io n  at the F i r s t  M eeting  of the M em bers
of the G lasgow  E m a n c ip a tio n  S o c ie ty  31 M a y , 18^1 (G lasgow  
1841) p. 5.
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in 1 8 3 7 -8  and women w e re  in v a r ia b ly  excluded fro m  p a r t ic ip a t in g

in p u b lic  m eetings though they o ften  made up a s ig n if ic a n t p a r t  of

the aud ience . It  was sim ply not done in B r i ta in  and when they w e re

con fron ted  w ith  it at the C onvention  they re a c te d  in a m anner which

one would w ell have expected . R e v . C h a r le s  S tovel re p re s e n t in g

the B a p tis t  U n io n  stated  that the Q uestion  :

" h o w e v e r  it may have been d iscussed in A m e r ic a ,  is  
to ta lly  new  to me. I n e v e r  h e a rd  a w o rd  of it b e fo re .
I c e r ta in ly  n e v e r  s tudied what is c a lle d  the r ig h ts  of 
women . . .  I appeal to you on a il s ides  of the q u es tio n ,  
w h e th e r  what you a r e  p u rs u in g  is the g re a t  ob ject fo r  
w hich w e a r e  met . .  . W e  ought not to be com pelled to 
discu ss  th is  q u e s tio n , o r  to dec ide  upon it  now. I f  it 
te a rs  y o u r  S o c ie t ie s  to p ie c e s  in the U n ite d  S ta te s  
why would you te a r  in p ie c e s  o u r  c o n v e n tio n ? 11̂

C e r ta in ly  the question had n e v e r  r is e n  in the G lasgow  soc ie ty  and no

mention is  made on the sub jec t w h a ts o e v e r  in e i th e r  its  M inute  Books

o r  in its  Annual R e p o r ts  up to 1840. In d eed , the G. E .  S .  seemed to

be u n a w a re  that th e re  w as such a d ispute  in the U n ite d  S ta te s .  T h e

reason  fo r  th is  Is s im ple  as th is  iss u e  had on ly  come to a head ju s t

one month b e fo re  the W o r ld  C onvention  at the Annual C onvention

of the A . A . S .  S .  in N e w  Y o r k  a lre a d y  r e f e r r e d  to (S e e  pages 1 2 3 -

4 ) .  Due to the c o m p a ra t iv e ly  s lo w  com m unications of the d a y ,  th e re

was l i t t le  tim e f o r  in fo rm a tio n  of the A . A . S .  S .  Convention to be

passed to the B r i t is h  s o c ie t ie s  much less  cause anything l ik e  a

c o n tro v e rs y .  F u r t h e r ,  the G. E .  S .  had s ince  its  inception looked

upon G a r r is o n  and the A . A . S .  S .  as the le a d e rs  of the movement in

A m e r ic a  and w h ile  the com m itteem en may have been a w a re  of h is  stand

on the r ig h ts  o f w om en, they c e r ta in ly  had not been v iew ed  as a

d iv is iv e  Issue  up to the time o f the W o r ld  C onvention . As e a r ly

as 1832 he had in s is te d  that women become fu ll p a r tn e rs  in the

1 5 P ro c e e d in g s  of the G enera l A n t i - S la v e r y  Convention c a lle d
by the com m ittee o f  the B r i t is h  and F o re ig n  A nti S la v e r y  
S o c ie ty  fro m  F r i d a y .  June 12th to T u e s d a y , June 2 3 rd  1840  
(London 1841) p. 43.
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1 6a b o li t io n is t  c ru s a d e  and although G a r r is o n  may have a l te re d  h is

stand on many issues  on th is  he re m a in e d  adament. O f  cou rse

th e re  is  a vast d i f fe re n c e  betw een a w a re n e ss  and com pliance and

c e r ta in ly  many m e m b e rs  of the G. E .  S . would have and e v e n tu a lly

did  d issen t from  his p o s it io n . But up to th is  point th e re  had been

no reaso n  fo r  the G . E .  S .  e i th e r  to condone o r  r e je c t  o r  even to

discuss the issue. It s im ply  had not concerned the S o c ie ty .

B etw een  J a n u a ry  10 and June 1 , 1840 the G. E .  S . held  no

o ff ic ia l  m eetings though the s e c r e t a r ie s ,  M u r ra y  and Smeal w e re

o b v iou s ly  busy rounding up and appointing as G . E .  S . de legates

men who would be in London d u r in g  the Convention . To  the

o r ig in a l  tw e lv e  d e le g a te s  appointed at the J an u ary  m eeting th e re

w e re  added a n o th e r  e leven  and by the time the C onvention assem bled

th is  had grow n to tw e n ty -s ix .  O f  the tw e n ty -s ix  de legates  from

G lasgow  two w e re  r e p re s e n ta t iv e s  of groups o th e r  than the G . E .  S .

R ev . A le x a n d e r  H a rv e y  re p re s e n te d  the R e l ie f  Synod of S co tlan d

and John A . F u l la r to n  re p re s e n te d  the C ongregationa l Un ion of

S c o tla n d . D an ie l O ’Connell was appointed as a G. E .  S . de legate

ow ing to h is  connection w ith  the S o c ie ty  as an h o n o ra ry  and

c o rre s p o n d in g  m em ber. O th e r  prom inent G. E .  S .  de legates

included James O s w a ld  and John D en n is to u n , two local M .P .  *s and
1 7G eorge  Thompson who a lso  re p re s e n te d  the E d inb urgh  S o c ie ty .

T h e  W o r ld  C onvention  w as c a lle d  to o r d e r  on June 12 ,

1840 and commenced w ith  an a d d re s s  by the ageing Thom as C la rk s o n .

Im m ediate ly  th e r e a f te r  p a r t  of the A m e ric a n  d e le g a tio n , led by
1 8W endell P h i l l ip s  in the absence of G a r r is o n ,  brought up the 

issue of re c o g n is in g  a group o f A m e ric a n  women as o ff ic ia l  d e leg a tes

16 N e ls o n ,  Docum ents of U pheaval T h e  L ib e r a t o r  14 July 1832  
p. 54

17 P ro c e e d in g s  of the G e n e ra l A n t i - S la v e r y  Convention  
pp. 5 7 3 -8 4  G. E .  S . M inute  Book I I ,  1 June 1840
S e e  A p pend ix  II.

18 W endell P h i l l ip s  was the son of the f i r s t  M ayo r of Boston and
a g ra d u a te  of H a r v a r d  C o lle g e  in 1831. He abandoned the p ro fe s s io n
of law  to devote  h im s e lf  fu ll  tim e to a n t is la v e ry  w o rk  in w hich he
became one of the most im portan t A m e ric a n  a b o lit io n is ts  and 
throughout much of h is  c a r e e r  he rem ained a c lose  f r ie n d  of 
G a rr is o n .



by m oving that a m em bership com m ittee be appointed w ith  in s tru c t io n s

to issue  c re d e n t ia ls  to all p e rs o n s  that had been p ro p e r ly  a c c re d ite d

by th e ir  local o rg a n iz a t io n s .  T h is  would n e c e s s a r i ly  have included

the women appointed to the C onvention  by the M assachusetts  Anti

S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  and the P h i la d e lp h ia  F e m a le  Anti S la v e r y  S o c ie ty

and end orsed  by the A . A . S .  S .  who had ignored  S t u r g e fs w a rn in g
1 9about re p re s e n ta t io n  at the C onvention  of th e ir  sex. Im m ediate ly  

th is  was opposed by n o t  on ly  most of the B r i t is h  de leg a tes  but by a 

la rg e  p o rt io n  o f the A m e r ic a n  d e leg a tes  as w e l l .  T h e  response  of 

Rev. A le x a n d e r  H a r v e y ,  a m em ber of the G. E .  S .  and re p re s e n t in g  

the R e l ie f  Synod of S c o t la n d ,  was w ell r e p re s e n ta t iv e  o f the genera l 

re a c t io n  of the d e leg ates  in that one f if th  of them w e re  m in is te rs  

and betw een one th ird  and one q u a r te r  of the re m a in d e r  w e re  Q u a k e rs  

plus re p re s e n ta t iv e s  from  some th i r ty  nonconform ist church  groups.

H e  p ro fe s s e d  g re a t  re s p e c t  fo r  women but on ly  w ith in  th e i r  s p h ere .  

nHe thought and co n sc ie n tio u s ly  b e lie v e d  that if  he gave h is  vote  

fo r  adm itting  fem ales  to vote  and speak in such an assem bly as the  

p re s e n t  he should be a c tin g  in opposition  to what he c o n s id ered  the  

w ord o f God11. Instead of adopting the motion by P h i l l ip s  the 

Convention by an o v e rw h e lm in g  m a jo r ity  adopted a sub stitu te  

proposal b a r r in g  women fro m  tak ing  any p a r t  in the p ro c e e d in g s , ^  

G a r r is o n ,  who had been de ta ined  by the May m eeting of the

A . A . S .  S .  a r r iv e d  on June 17 and upon le a rn in g  o f the exc lus ion  

of the fe m a le  de leg ates  re fu s e d  to take  any p a r t  in the Conventions  

a c t iv i t ie s .  He c e r ta in ly  must have been p re p a re d  fo r  the 

C o n v e n t io n s  dec is ion  and no doubt had contem plated ju s t  such a move.

19 G a r r is o n ,  W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n  I I ,  353.
M a y n a rd , nT h e  W o r ld  A n t i - S la v e r y  C o nvention11, p. 4 5 6 -7  
P ro c e e d in g s  o f the G e n e ra l A n t i - S la v e r y  C o n v e n tio n , p. 23

20 N y e ,  W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n  and the H u m a n ita r ia n  R e fo rm e rs  
p. 1 28
G a r r is o n ,  W i l l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n  II 3 7 1 -2
P ro c e e d in g s  of the G e n e ra l A n t i - S la v e r y  Convention  pp. 3 8 ,4 5 .  
N e ls o n ,  Docum ents of U pheaval T h e  L ib e r a t o r  28 August 1840 p. 170 
T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  pp. 8 7 -9 0
M a y n a rd , 1fT h e  W o r ld  A n t i - S la v e r y  C o n ven tio n 11 pp. 4 6 0 ,4 6 7
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In a le t te r  to his  w ife  in M a y , G a r r is o n  stated :

" F a th e r  B ourne who goes aga inst 'w om an's  r ig h t s ' ,  is  
now s itt in g  by my s ide; and he p r e d ic ts ,  w ith  all 
confid ence , that no woman w i l l  be a llow ed a seat in 
the Convention. Such a th in g , he s a y s , was n e v e r  
h eard  o r  thought of in any p a r t  of E u ro p e . It is ,  
p e rh a p s , qu ite  p ro b a b le ,  that we shall be fo ile d  in 
our purpose; -  but the subject cannot be ag ita ted  
without doing good -  and you and the dear f r ie n d s  
of human r ig h ts  may be a s s u re d , that w e shall not 
e a s ily  a llo w  o u rs e lv e s  to be in tim idated  o r  put 
down. "21

But the question had been decided and a ll that th e re  rem ained  to do

was to s it  in the g a l le ry  w ith  the la d ie s  until the Convention

adjourned on June 23. It was his contention that fo r  the C onvention

to exclude any o f the A. A . S .  S . d e le g a te s , inc luding the wom en,

was tantamont to exclud ing them all and consequently  he re fu s e d

to take  p a r t  in the Convention o r  indeed have h im se lf  l is te d  as a 
22delegate . C o n v e rs e ly  most of h is  fo l lo w e rs  attending the 

Convention took the defeat in good g ra c e  and c o -o p e ra te d  in the 

rem a ind er of its  p roceed ing s .

21 R ucham es, T h e  L e t t e r s  of W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n  I I ,  616
G a rr is o n  to H e len  E .  G a r r is o n  19 M a y , 1840. T h e  R ev . G eo rg e  
B ourne  was a P r e s b y te r ia n  m in is te r  o r ig in a l ly  from  E n g lan d  
and one of the founders  of the A. A . S . S . H e  was a lso  the 
author of T h e  Book and S la v e r y  I r re c o n c i la b l  e (P h ila d e lp h ia  
1816). H is  e a r ly  w o rk  in the a n t is la v e ry  movement had g re a t  
in fluence  on G a rr is o n  and con verted  him to the p o lic y  of  
" im m edia te ism ". S e e  W a lte r  M. M e r r i l l ,  T h e  L e t t e r s  of 
W ill ia m  L lo y d  G a rr is o n  : I W il l  B e H e a rd !  1 8 2 2 -3 5  
(C am bridge Mass. 1 971 -  ) p. 1 72.

22 R ucham es, Ib id . p. 665 G a r r is o n  to O l iv e r  Johnson, 3 Ju ly
1 840 and p. 654.
G a rr is o n  to H e len  E .  G a r r is o n  29 Jun e , 1840.
Betty  F la d e la n d ,  James G i l le s p ie  B irn e y  S la v e h o ld e r  to 
Abol it io n is t  (New Y o r k  1 955) p. 1 97
N e ls o n , Documents of Upheaval T h e  L ib e r a t o r  28 August 1841 
p p . 170-1
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T h e  G . E .  S . d e le g a te s , w ith  the exception of Thom pson,

p layed l i t t l e  ac tiv e  ro le  in the C o n ven tio n ’ s p ro ceed ing s . Thompson

was a c t iv e  t ry in g  to m ediate between the d isputing fac t io n s  but l i t t le

is heard  o f any of the o th er  G lasgow  de leg a tes . John M u r ra y  had

draw n up a p ap er concern ing  the mode in w hich A f r ic a  and its  sons,

the l ib e ra te d  A f r ic a n s ,  might be e f fe c t iv e ly  p ro te c ted  by p la c in g

them un der the p ro te c t io n  of the p r in c ip a l  p o w e rs  of E u ro p e . T h is

plan was r e f e r r e d  to committee and la te r  r e f e r r e d  to the B. F .  A . S .  S .

Com m ittee w h e re  it was prom ptly  fo rg o tten  o r  at least nothing w as
23e v e r  made of it. T h is  f a i lu r e  o f the G. E .  S . to take  any k ind of

le a d e rs h ip  at the Convention is  a t t r ib u ta b le  to a number of causes.

F o r  one thing of the tw e n ty -s ix  de leg ates  it appo in ted , only ten 
24

attended. W e know from  the re p o r ts  of the p roceed ing s  that 

S m e a l,  M u r r a y ,  Thompson and O ’ Connell attended and took p a r t .

Rev. H a rv e y  a committeeman of the G. E .  S . attended and took an 

a c tiv e  r o le ,  but as stated he was a de legate  from  the R e l ie f  Synod  

of S co tlan d . W h ile  it is t ru e  that Thompson and O 'C o n n e ll did take  

leading p a r ts  in the C o nvention , it must be rem em b ered  that they 

w e re  p o p u la r  pub lic  f ig u re s  and could h a rd ly  have been expected  

to re p re s e n t  the v iew s  of anyone o th e r  than them selves. It is not 

known who the o ther G. E .  S . de legates  in attendance w e r e ,  but 

w h o ever they w e r e ,  they took no lead ing  ro le s . S e c o n d ly ,  th e re  

w e re  s l ig h t ly  o v e r  400 de legates  in a ttendance  at the Convention
2 *

includ ing  many of the best known A m e ric a n  and B r i t is h  a b o lit io n is ts .

23 P ro c e e d in g s  of the G enera l A nti S la v e r y  C onvention pp. 5 0 7 ,
5 5 0 -1 .

24 G. E .  S .  Annual R e p o rt  1840 , p. 18

25 P ro c e e d in g s  of the G enera l Anti S la v e r y  Convention p. 5 7 3 -8 4 .
M a y n a rd ,  " T h e  W o r ld  A n t i - S la v e r y  Convention" pp. 4 5 7 -8
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W ith  so many de legates it is un ders tan d ab le  that a group as small 

as the one from  the G. E .  S . should fa il to be im portan t. F i n a l l y ,  

and most im portan t of all was the fac t that the B. F .  A . S .  S .  w hich  

had c a lle d  the Convention , had been res p o n s ib le  fo r  all its  a r r a n g e 

ments such as who would speak , when and what would be d iscussed .  

In o th er  w o rd s ,  the Convention w as o rg a n iz e d , run and c o n tro lle d  

by the n e w ly  form ed B . F .  A . S .  S .  no doubi^much to the c h a g rin  of  

the G lasgow  de legates . If  they had not ex p re s s ed  this b e fo re  the  

Convention they c e r ta in ly  did a f te r w a r d .  In response  to a C i r c u la r  

sent out by the B. F .  A . S„ S . in 1841 as to the p ro p r ie ty  of holding  

another a n t is la v e ry  convention in 1842 o r  1843 M u rra y  w ro te  a le t te r  

saying that he doubted that the G. E .  S .  would countenance ano th er  

convention un less it was f i r s t  a g reed  publf *iy in P u b lic  N o t ic e  

". . . that no Com m ittee -  not even the C onvention when met -  shall 

have any p o w e r to decide as re g a rd s  the de legates  upon th e ir  

q u a lif ic a t io n s  as to S e c t ,  S e x ,  co lour o r  b re e d , but only upon 

the v a l id i ty  of th e ir  c red en tia l s n. L a t e r  in 1843 M u rra y  stated that 

b e fo re  the G . E .  S . would approve  any de legates  to ano th er p roposed  

anti s la v e ry  convention , it would l ik e  to know i f  the B . F .  A . S .  S .  

intended to make f,al111 the a rra n g e m e n ts  as to who would s p eak ,  

when and what would be d iscussed and the reco gn itio n  of d e leg a tes .

In short he wanted it made c le a r  that a n o th er convention w ould not
26be dominated com pletely by the B. F .  A . S . S .

26 B. F .  A . S .  S . M inute Book I ,  M inute  3 6 8 , 15 S e p tem b er 1841 
B. F .  A . S . S . P a p e r s , M. S . S .  B r .  Emp. S 1 8 . C 9 / 3 2 ,  M u r ra y  
to T re d g o ld ,  9 S ep tem ber 184 1 , M. S .  S .  B r .  Emp. S 1 8 . C 2 0 /  
3 0 , M u rra y  to S c o b le ,  16 F e b r u a r y  1843. T h is  c o n tra s ts  
somewhat w ith the a tt itud e  of the o th e r  s e c r e ta r y ,  W il l ia m  
Sm eal who w ro te  to the London group that he knew of nothing  
that would p re v e n t the G. E .  S . from  sending a numerous  
and res p e c te d  delegation to the proposed convention. S e e  
Ib id , M. S . S .  B r .  Emp. S 1 8 .C 1 0 4 / 8 9 ,  R o b e rt  and W il I iam 
Sm eal to G. W . A le x a n d e r ,  9 May 1843.
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D is re g a rd in g  the c o n tro v e rs y  o v e r  the "W oman Q u e s t io n " ,

it cannot be said  that the W o r ld  Convention had any s ign ific a n t

e ffec t on the p o lic ie s  o r  a tt itu d es  o f the G. E .  S .  o r  i ts  m em bers.

T h e  most im portant d iscu ss io ns  at the C onvention c e n tred  around

the r o le  o f the churches in the a n t is la v e r y  campaign and the endorse-
27ment of f r e e  labo ur as a means of combating s la v e ry .  T h e  G. E .  S .

had long s tre s s e d  the im p ortan ce  o f  C h urch  P a r t ic ip a t io n  in its

e f fo r ts  and its  support of Thompson and the B r i t is h  Ind ia  S o c ie ty

in 1839 had put the S o c ie ty  in a po s itio n  of encouraging the use of

f re e  la b o u r to f ig h t s la v e ry .  Both issues  w e re  to re c u r  la te r  on in

the a c t iv i t ie s  o f the S o c ie ty  but in n e ith e r  case can it be sa id  that

the Convention had any d ir e c t  e ffe c t  upon its  a ttitudes .

F o l lo w in g  the ro w  o v e r  the "Woman Q uestion "  the Convention

proceeded  r e la t iv e ly  smoothly until its conclusion on June 23. T h e

G. E .  S .  which had held on ly  one m eeting s in ce  Ja n u a ry  10 p re p a re d

to r e c e iv e  at a pub lic  m ee tin g , G a r r is o n  and a number o f o th e r

A m e ric a n  de legates  who w e re  m aking a sho rt tou r of B r i ta in .

Accom panying G a rr is o n  w e re  th re e  o th er  men who had also re fu s e d

to take  seats  at the Convention in opposition to the decis ion to

exclude the women d e le g a te s ,  N a th an ie l P .  R o d g e rs , C h a r le s  L .
28Remond and W il l ia m  Adams. Th ey  had been spending a ll o f  th e ir

time a f te r  the Convention in London fro m  w h en ce , w i t h  some tim e

out fo r  s ig h ts e e in g , they p ro c e e d e d  to S c o tlan d  in the company of  
29Thompson. A f te r  stopping o ff  in E d in b u rg h  fo r  a s e r ie s  of 

m eetings on tem perance and anti s la v e ry  they w ent to G lasgow  fo r  

a pu b lic  m eeting held  in W a r d la w ’ s G eo rg e  S t r e e t  C hapel.

27 M a y n a rd ,  " T h e  W o r ld  A n t i - S la v e r y  C onvention" pp. 4 6 1 -2

28 G. E .  S .  Annual R e p o rt  184 0 , A ppend ix  V  pp. 28

29 G a r r is o n ,  W i l l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n  I I ,  3 9 4 -5



T h e  m eeting in W a r d la w ’ s Chapel p ro ved  to be the

beginning o f what w as to be the most a c tiv e  p e r io d  in the h is to ry  of

the G. E .  S .  T h e  m eeting  had been c a l le d  e s p e c ia l ly  to r e c e iv e
30G a rr is o n  and his fe l lo w  A m e r ic a n  a b o l i t io n is ts ,  and its  long 

term  re s u lt  was the a l ie n a t io n  of a substantia l p o rt io n  of the  

le a d e rs h ip  of the G. E .  S .  T h e  G. E .  S .  up to th is  tim e had a lw ays  

supported G a rr is o n  and the A . A . S .  S .  fo r  two reaso ns . F i r s t  of 

all up t i l l  1840 th e re  had been on ly  one national a n t is la v e ry  

o rg a n iz a t io n  in the U n ite d  S ta te s  to which the G. E . S .  could lend  

its support. S e c o n d ly ,  due to the c lo s e  asso c ia tio n  of Thompson  

w ith G a r r is o n  and the lead in g  r o le  he had p layed  in moulding the 

a c t iv i t ie s  of the G. E .  S .  the S o c ie ty  had a lw a y s  v iew ed  G a r r is o n  

as the lead in g  A m e ric a n  a b o li t io n is t .  T h is  is  p e r fe c t ly  u n d e rs ta n d 

ab le  and as long as he s tayed  in A m e r ic a ,  his stand on o th e r  issues  

r e a l ly  made no d if fe re n c e  to the m em bers of the G . E .  S . No mention  

of G a r r is o n  is made in any of the re c o rd s  of the G. E .  S . o t h e r  

than in the context of the a n t is la v e ry  s tru g g le . H o w e v e r ,  G a r r is o n ’ s 

re fo rm  h o r izo n s  w e re  not l im ite d  m e re ly  to a n t is la v e ry  w o rk . H e  

was a lso an advocate of p a c if is m , te m p eran ce , nongovernm ental is m , 

anti c le r ic a l is m ,  anti S a b b a ta r ia n is m , womans r ig h ts  (as we have  

seen) and he came out s tro n g ly  against such things as c o ck fig h tin g ,  

tobacco and ’’in f id e l i ty ” . H is  u lt im a te  aim was ’’the em ancipation  

of our w ho le  ra c e  from  the dominion of man, from  the thra ldom  of
31s e l f ,  fro m  the governm ent of b ru te  f o r c e ,  from  the bondage of s in ” . 

T h e  p ro b lem  w a s , could the G. E .  S . p u b lic a l ly  support a man as 

the le a d e r  o f the A m e ric a n  a n t is la v e ry  movement w ithout being la id

30 G. E .  S .  M inute Book I I ,  27 Ju ly  1840

31 L a r r y  G a r a ,  ’’Who W as  An A b o l i t io n is t” in M a r t in  Duberm an  
(ed. ) T h e  Anti S la v e r y  V a n g u a rd  (P r in c e to n  U n iv e r s i ty  
P re s s ^ I 965) p. 37.
N y e ,  W i l l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n  and the H u m a n ita r ia n  R e fo rm e rs  
pp. 21 , 10 4 , 1 0 6 ,  1 1 3 , 124.
M e r r i l l ,  A ga inst W ind and T id e  p. 243
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open to the charge  that they w e re  in e ffec t supporting  his o th e r  

re fo rm is t  p rogram m es. W as the support of G a r r is o n  to be as a man 

o r  as an a b o lit io n is t?  T h is  is im portant fo r  w h ile  all the m em bers  

of the G. E .  S . re je c te d  s la v e ry  and not a few  w e re  a c t iv e  in the 

tem perance  movement, womans r ig h ts ,  anti c le r ic a l is m  and anti 

S a b b a ta r ia n is m  w e re  not l ik e ly  to go down w ell w ith  the l ik e s  of 

W a rd la w  and Heugh o r  indeed v e ry  many of the S o c ie ty 's  m em bers.

Up to th is  tim e the local D is s e n tin g  m in is te rs  had p layed  a v e ry  

a c tiv e  r o le  in the S o c ie ty  and to a l ie n a te  them by supporting  

G a rr is o n  as a man ra th e r  than p u re ly  as an a b o lit io n is t  would most 

a s s u re d ly  cause a r i f t  in the S o c ie ty .  T h is  as we w il l  s e e , was  

exactly  what even tua lly  did happen.

F o r  his p a r t  G a rr is o n  undoubtedly came N o rth  seek ing  support  

of the S c o tt is h  so c ie t ie s  a f te r  his r e je c t io n  in London. T h is  is  

p e r fe c t ly  u n d ers tan dab le  owing to h is  c lo s e  f r ie n d s h ip  w ith  Thompson. 

Thom pson's  g re a t  in fluence  o v e r  the S c o tt is h  s o c ie t ie s  p ro v id e d  the  

l ik e lih o o d  that such an attempt wou Id be successfu l. A n o th e r  

im portant elem ent conducive to an in it ia l  f r ie n d ly  recep tio n  o f  

G a rr is o n  was the S o c ie ty 's  staunch independence and the tra d it io n a l  

S c o tt is h  d is tru s t  of c e n tra l iz a t io n .  Th us  G a r r is o n 's  re je c t io n  in 

London made him a m ore appealing  f ig u re  fo r  in re c e iv in g  him at 

a p u b lic  m eeting the G. E .  S . would dem onstra te  th e ir  independence  

and autonomy. It was only a f te r  h is  recep tio n  that t ro u b le  was to 

b re a k  out.

G a r r is o n 's  speech at W a r d la w 's  Chapel on July  27 at least  

gave the m em b e rs  of his aud ience  that had been u n a w a re  o f h is  o th er  

v iew s  an in k lin g  as to what kind of a r e fo rm e r  he a c tu a lly  w as. In 

ta lk in g  about the W o r ld  Convention he r e f e r r e d  to it as having e x 

cluded h a lf  the w o r ld 's  population (women) from  being re p re s e n te d  

and condemned th e ir  exc lus ion from  it. He went on to accuse the
32church in A m e r ic a  as being the most deadly enemy of abo lit io n ism .

32 R e p o rt  of the Speeches  and R eception  of the A m e ric a n  D e le g a te s
at the G re a t  P u b l ic  M eeting  o f the G lasgow  E m ancipation  S o c ie ty  
27 July  1840 (G lasgow  1840) pp. 9 ,  1 0 , 14, 15.
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On e n te r in g  the chapel he had re c e iv e d  a pamphlet signed " A

W h ite  S la v e "  from  a C h a r t is t  at the door and n e a r  the end of h is

speech he read  it to the audience. T h is  act was not intended to

e x c ite  sympathy fo r  the C h a r t is ts  c la im  that the w orkingm an of

G rea t B r i t a in  was no b e tte r  o ff  than the s la v e s  in A m e ric a . G a r r is o n

d is a g re e d  on the p r in c ip le  that no m atte r  what condition a f r e e  man

was in he was b e tte r  o ff  than a s lave . But G a rr is o n  went on , and

this c e r ta in ly  would not have end eared  him to many of the a b o lit io n is ts

in a tten d an ce , "B ut I s a id ,  a lth ou gh  it is not t ru e  that England has

any w h ite  s la v e s ,  e i th e r  at home o r  a b ro a d , iS ifc  not t ru e  that th e re

a re  thousands of her population both at home and a b ro a d , who a r e

d e p r iv e d  of th e ir  jus t r ig h ts  -  who a r e  g r ie v o u s ly  op pressed  -  who

a re  dying even in the m idst of abundance, of actual s ta rv a t io n ?  Y E S !

And I e x p re s s ly  c a lled  upon B r i t is h  a b o lit io n is ts  to p ro v e  them selves

the t ru e  f r ie n d s  of the s u ffe r in g  humanity abroad  by showing that
33they a re  the best f r ie n d s  of s u ffe r in g  humanity at home". By

coming out in support of the C h a r t is ts  even in so m ild  a way as

this  cannot be c a lcu la ted  as a way o f  ga in ing the support of his

p re d o m in a te ly  m iddle c lass  aud ience because at th is  p e r io d  in

G lasgow  th e re  was a g re a t  deal of resentm ent between the w o rk in g

c lass  C h a r t is ts  and the m iddle c las s es . T h is  stemmed not only

from  th e ir  demands fo r  the adoption o f the C h a r te r  but a lso because

the constant in te r fe re n c e  of the C h a r t is ts  at v a r io u s  p u b lic  m eetings

had developed into something of a c o n tro v e rs y . T h e  reason f o r  th is

in te r fe re n c e  was that the C h a r t is ts  in the W est of S co tland  fo llo w e d

a p o lic y  w hich d ic ta te d  that anything which might tend to d e tra c t

from  the C h a r t e r ,  such as the anti s la v e ry  cause , was to be d ep lo red .

They  fe l t  that the C h a r te r  must come f i r s t  and that all o th e r  re fo rm s
3 4

should be postponed until it was ach ieved . A d d in g  to G a r r is o n 's

33 Ib id . p. 23
G a r r is o n ,  W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n  I I ,  400 .

34 W ils o n ,  T h e  C h a r t is t  Movement In S c o t la n d , p. 121. W r ig h t ,  
S c o tt is h  C h a rt ism  p. 114
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b lu nd er n e a r  the c lose of the m eeting one of the C h a r t is ts  in the  

audience d is ru p te d  the proceed ing s  by getting to the p la tfo rm  and 

attem pting to make a speech. In the end the aud ience fo rc e d  him  

to stop ind ica tin g  not only th e ir  resentm ent at h is  conduct, but a lso  

knowing the p rob ab le  content o f  h is  intended speech , th e ir  d is 

agreem ent w ith  what he would have to say. T h is  was not the f i r s t  

tim e a p u b lic  meeting of the G. E . S .  had been d is ru p te d  o v e r  the  

issue of B r i t is h  !,w h ite  s la v e r y 11 but the issue  was d e f in ite ly  not

a popu lar one if the re a c tio n  of the audience on such occas ions  is
35to be taken as in d ic a tiv e . Th us  G a r r is o n  poss ib ly  in a d v e rte n t ly

a l l ie d  h im s e lf ,  at leas t in the eyes of many at the m eeting , w ith  a

movement they w e re  s tro n g ly  opposed to. When a call went out

fo r  his su p p o rt ,  as it soon d id ,  th is  m eeting g ro w s  in im portance.

Soon a f te r  th is  G lasgow  meeting G a r r is o n  re tu rn e d  to A m e r ic a

having gained l i t t le  if  anything in h is  v is i t  to B r i ta in .

T h e  Annual M eeting  of the G. E .  S .  in 1840 was undoubtedly

the most unusual and im portant in its  h is to ry .  A c tu a l ly  it amounted

to th re e  s e p a ra te  m eetings tak ing p lace  on August 7th and 10th and

S e p te m b e r  14th. T h e  f i r s t  m eeting in W a r d la w 's  Chapel re s u lte d  in

an unusual but by no means unexpected motion by W a rd la w  and K e t t le

to have the Annual R e p o rt  recom m itted  to the com m ittee fo r  re v is io n

owing to th e ir  d isapprova l of a segment contained th e re in  con cern in g
36the recen t W o rld  Convention. E a r l  ie r  W a rd la w  had ind icated  to

35 R e p o rt  of the Speeches and R eception  of the A m e ric a n  D e le g a te s
at the G re a t  P u b l ic  M eeting of the G lasgow  Em anc ip a tio n  S o c ie ty  
27 July  1840 p. 23
G a r r is o n ,  W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n  I I ,  400
At a pu b lic  meeting on 13 M a rc h ,  1837 an u n id e n tif ie d  A m e r ic a n  
man attempted to make this same point but ow ing to his com plete
lack of a b i l i ty  as a p u b lic  s p e a k e r  and a r a th e r  i r r i t a t in g  
m annerism  in his speech he w as laughed o ff  the p la t fo rm  by 
the aud ience and fo r  the re m a in d e r  of the m eeting he w as  
r id ic u le d  by the subsequent s p e a k e rs ,  much to the de lig h t of 
those in a ttendance. S e e  G lasgow  A r g u s ,  16 M arch  1837.

36 G. E .  S .  M inute Book I I ,  7 August 1840
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Smeal his decided opposition to women taking p a r t  in p u b lic  m eetings

and e s p e c ia l ly  those o f the G. E .  S .  It was S m e a l's  in ten tion  to have

a num ber of the re je c te d  A m e ric a n  women de legates  to the W o r ld

Convention s it on the p la tfo rm  and take p a r t  in the Annual M eetin g

and he was fu l ly  a w a re  that th is  p lan  would be s tro n g ly  opposed by

many in the committee. In a le t te r  to G a r r is o n ,  Smeal s ta ted  :

"I suspected th e re  would be some m isg iv ings  about 
o u r  F e m a le  f r ie n d s  in c e r ta in  q u a r te r s ,  and my 
suspicion is confirm ed. F o r  a note from  D r .  W a rd la w  
is jus t to hand putting  to me the question Ms it intended  
that the fem ale  A m e ric a n  D e le g a te s  to whom so re p e a te d  
and pointed a llu s io n  was made on Monday evening  l a s t , 3? 
take  any p a r t  in the p ro c eed in g s  of o u r  Annual M eeting  -  
O r  that they appear on the p la t fo rm  in th e ir  c a p ac ity  as  
d e le g a te s ? 1 I have an app rehension  that th is  is  p r e 
p a ra to ry  to opposition not only on D r .  W 's  p a r t ,  but 
it may be on that of o th e rs  in the Com m ittee. 11

Smeal went on to p la c e  the b lam e o n  W a rd la w  if  the women w e re
38refu sed  the p la tfo rm  o r  not a llo w ed  to speak. In th is  W a rd la w  was  

successful as no women took p a r t  in the m eeting. H o w e v e r ,  he was  

also opposed to that p a r t  of the Annual R e p o rt  which supported  the 

r ig h ts  of women to p a r t ic ip a te  in the W o r ld  Convention and conse

quently  proposed that It should be sent back to com m ittee to be 

rev is e d . T h e  text of the p a r t  ob jected  to is  not known as It was  

n e v e r  p r in te d  but the re v is io n  d raw n  up by a subcom m ittee of 

K e t t le ,  Thom pson, M c T e a r ,  Smeal and M u r ra y  can h a rd ly  have  

been what W a rd la w  and K e tt le  had in mind when they sent it back.

In any case it is ev ident that Sm eal had no intention of changing the

37 T h is  is in re fe re n c e  to G a r r is o n 's  speech on Ju ly  2 7 ,  1840 
a lre a d y  d iscussed.

38 Boston P u b l ic  L i b r a r y , G a r r is o n  P a p e r s , M .S .  A . 1. 2. vol. 9 
(184 o) no. 91 , Smeal to G a r r is o n ,  1 August 1840. M ic ro f i lm  
copy from  Boston P u b l ic  L ib r a r y  h e r e a f te r  r e f e r r e d  to as 
G a rr is o n  P a p e rs .
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substance of that p a r t  of the R e p o r t . T h e  amended segm ent, w h ile

not m entioning that the r e je c te d  de leg ates  w e re  wom en, n e v e r th e le s s

unden iab ly  p laces  the G. E .  S .  in opposition to the action  taken at the

C onvention . P a r t  of the re v is e d  R e p o r t  rea d  " .  . . and the exc lus ion

of c e r ta in  o f the D e le g a te s  fro m  A m e r ic a  may be m entioned as acts

which in the opinion of these gentlem en w e re  of an i l l ib e r a l  ,
39un autho rised  and o v e rb e a r in g  c h a r  a c te r .  n Added to th is  the  

s e c r e ta r ie s  made up an append ix  consis ting  in p a r t  of a s e r ie s  of 

res o lu t io n s  by v a r io u s  a n t is la v e ry  s o c ie t ie s  approv ing  of G a r r is o n 's  

action at the Convention and a l is t  of the women d e leg ates  re fu s e d  

adm ission. Smeal must have known that the re v is io n  w ould have  

been u n s a tis fa c to ry  to many on the com m ittee know ing , as he  

obviously  d id ,  th e ir  v ie w s  of the "W om ens R ig h ts"  question.
40S m e a l,  h o w e v e r ,  was an a rd e n t s u p p o rte r  of Womens R ights  

and he exp la in ed  h is  p o s itio n  on the re v is e d  R e p o rt  in a le t te r  to 

S tu rg e  :

" T h e  R ep o rt w as re m itte d  to the com m ittee fo r  ' re v is io n '  
not 'to  a l te r '  f o r  ' r e v is io n '  does not n e c e s s a r i ly  imply  
a lte ra t io n  . . .

"T h e  whole a f f a i r  about re v is in g  and a l te r in g ,  having  
ended in th is ,  that on com parison  of the o r ig in a l  essay  
w ith  what now a p p e a rs  in p r in t ,  the d if fe re n c e  is s im ply  
th is ,  that the la t t e r  conveys the sentim ents of the  
s e c r e ta r ie s  re s p e c tin g  the Convention in term s even  
m ore decided than the fo r m e r ,  a re s u lt  w h ic h , as thou 
may suppose, they w e r e  not a l i t t le  g ra t i f ie d .  "41

39 G. E .  S .  Annual R e p o r t  1840 . T h e  amended section -  " Y o u r  
Com m ittee" p. 17 to p a ra g ra p h  th re e  p. 18 ending w ith  the w o rd  
"o p p re s s e d " .

40 A b le  and K l in g b e r g ,  A  S id e -L ig h t  On A n g lo -A m e r ic a n  R e la tio n s  
p. 73 in n. 37.

41 R es o lu tio n s  of P u b l ic  M eetings of the M em bers  and F r ie n d s  
of the G lasgow E m a n c ip a tio n  S o c ie ty ;  C o rre sp o n d e n c e  O f The  
S e c r e ta r ie s ;  and M inutes  O f T h e  Com m ittee O f S a id  S o c ie ty
S in c e  T h e  A r r iv a l  In G la s g o w , O f  M r. John A . Col I In s , the  
R e p re s e n ta t iv e  O f  T h e  A m e ric a n  A n t i - S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  in r e 
fe re n c e  to T h e  D iv is io n s  Among A m e ric a n  A b o li t io n is ts  (G lasgow  
1841) pp. 8 - 9  Sm eal to S tu r g e  24 F e b r u a r y  1841. H e r e a f t e r  this
[Damphlet w i l [_ b e _ re fe r re d  to as R eso lu tio ns  and C o rre sp o n d e n c e  
O f T h e  G. E .  S .  S in c e  T h e  A r r iv a l  cjt John A . Col I ins. M u rra y  
w h o le h e a rte d ly  supported  th is  pos ition  taken by S m ea l. S e e  Ib id  
P P .9 - 1 0 ,  M u r ra y  to S t u r g e ,  25 F e b r u a r y  1841. --------



It  is ev iden t that the s e c r e ta r ie s  w e re  t ry in g  to run things th e ir  

own way in sp ite  of any o b je c tio n s  from  the com mittee.

T h e  m eeting of A ugust 7 w as ad journed  until the 10th to

fin is h  up the S o c ie ty 's  business which was m ain ly  concerned w ith

re m o n s tra t in g  w ith  local ch u rch es  to w ith d ra w  from  fe llo w s h ip  w ith

the s laveh o ld in g  chu rch es  of the A m e ric a n  South. T h e  C h a r t is ts ,

who had been much in ev iden ce  at the m eeting to r e c e iv e  G a r r is o n ,

re tu rn e d  in fo r c e  led by L lo y d  J o n es , a S o c ia l is t  m is s io n a ry  and

a M r. J a c k ,  a C h a r t is t .  T h is  tim e instead of m e re ly  handing out

c i r c u la r s  at the door they made an attempt to take o v e r  the m eeting .

T h e  C h a r t is ts  it must be said  had nothing against the a n t is la v e ry

movement as such. In fa c t  they condemned A m e ric a n  s la v e ry .

H o w e v e r ,  as p re v io u s ly  s ta te d , they did feel that all o th e r  re fo rm
43

movements should su b o rd in a te  th e m se lv e s  to th e ir  o b je c tiv e s .

By taking  o v e r  the p u b lic  m eetings of the re fo rm  s o c ie t ie s  by s h e e r  

w eight o f  num bers they fe lt  they could r e d ir e c t  these e f fo r ts  tow ard  

th e ir  o b je c t iv e s . U n fo r tu n a te ly  fo r  the C h a r t is ts  th is  p r a c t ic e  had 

the exact o p po s ite  e ffe c t  o f a l ie n a t in g  the v e ry  o rg a n iz a t io n s  they  

attem pted to c o n tro l .  In the case  o f the G . E .  S . this resentm ent  

was im m ediate . N e a r  the end of the A d jo u rn ed  M eeting  L lo y d  Jones  

proposed an addition  to the p re v io u s  re s o lu t io n  w ith an amendment 

to th e ir  p re a m b le  s ta tin g  "And that the o w n e rs  of o u r  la rg e  

M a n u fac tu r in g  E s ta b lis h m e n t be p a r t ic u la r ly  req uested  to 

im m ediate ly  r e n d e r  th e ir  a s s is ta n c e  In making such a l te ra t io n s  in 

the In s t itu tio n s  of th is  C o u n try  so that Infant s la v e ry  may be at

42 G. E .  S .  M inute  Book I I ,  10 August 1840  
G lasgow  A r g u s ,  1 3 August 1840

43 John C o ll in s  and W il l ia m  L o v e t t ,  C h a rt is m  : A  N ew  
O rg a n iz a t io n  O f T h e  P e o p le  (London 1 8 4 0 , N e w  E d it io n  
N ew  Y o r k  1 969) p. 8 W i I s o n , T h e  C h a r t is t  Movement in 
S c o tla n d  p. 245 .
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once a b o lis h e d " . T h is  was fo llo w e d  im m ediate ly  by a proposal by 

M r. Jack s ta t in g  :

" T h a t  w h ile  we take e v e ry  o p p o rtu n ity  of hasten ing  
the em ancipation  of the s laves  o f  A m e r ic a  and all 
o th er  p a r ts  of the W o r ld ,  w e d ir e c t  the Com m ittee  
to take  e v e ry  o p p o rtu n ity  o f u rg in g  the G overnm ent  
of B r i ta in  to take im m ediate s teps  fo r  advancing the  
conditions  o f the peop le  of th is  country  m o ra l ly ,  
p h y s ic a lly  and p o l i t ic a l ly  by pass ing  a law  granting  
the r ig h t  o f  S u f f ra g e  to e v e ry  man of sane mind, 
unconvicted of c r im e  who has a tta in e d  the y e a rs  of  
his  m a jo r ity .

T h e s e  add itio ns  w e re  o b jec ted  to by Thompson and aga in s t the

strong opposition  of the C h a r t is ts  the m eeting was im m ediate ly  
45ad journed . T h e  G. E .  S .  obv iou s ly  w anted no p a r t  of the

C h a r t is ts  as it c o n s id e re d  them a d is ru p t iv e  element in its  w ork

to say nothing of soc ie ty  at la rg e .  T h is  is made p e r fe c t ly  c le a r

la te r  when Sm eal a r b i t r a r i l y  re je c te d  an app lica tio n  fo r  m em bership

by Jones "on the grounds that he apprehended that he w as d e s iro u s

of becoming a mem ber of the S o c ie ty  that he might have the
46op po rtu n ity  of p u b l ic a l ly  d is tu rb in g  its  p ro c eed in g s . "

F o r  the th ird  time on S e p te m b e r 14 the G. E .  S .  met in pub lic

m eeting to conclude  its  business s ta r te d  on August 7th. T h is  tim e

things went o ff  smoothly concerned  as it was w ith  Thom pson's
47

speech co n c e rn in g  the po or in Ind ia .

In O c to b e r  a n o th e r  group of A m e ric a n  de leg ates  to the W o r ld  

Convention paid  a v is i t  to G lasgow  and the G . E .  S .  re c e iv e d  them at 

a p u b lic  m eeting. T h e  A m e r ic a n s ,  James B irn e y  and H e n ry  S ta n to n ,  

w e re  accom panied by John S c o b le  of the B . F .  A . S .  S .  all of whom

44 G. E .  S . M inute  Book I I ,  10 August 1840

45 Ib id .

46  Ib id , 20  O c to b e r  1 840

47 Ib id ,  14 S e p te m b e r  1840
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48s tro n g ly  opposed G a rr is o n .  T h is  did not p re v e n t  them from
49

re c e iv in g  a w arm  recep tio n  and a f te rw a rd s  S c o b le  w ent so f a r

as to s a y , 11 . . . that ou r v is i ts  to E d in b u rg h  and G lasgow  have

produced an e x c e llen t moral e ffe c t;  and I think I may now say we

have nothing to fe a r  from  G a rr is o n is m " .  A  few  days la te r  he went

on to s ta te  that from  all he I'could le a rn  by en q u ir in g  and o b s e rv a tio n

I am e x tre m e ly  happy to say that G a rr is o n is m  has made but l i t t le

way in S c o t la n d , and that even h is  w arm est a d m ire rs  a r e  by no

means p re p a re d  to advocate  his e x tre m e  v ie w s  -  indeed I may
50say that they a re  m ore inc lined  to rep u d ia te  them ". T h is  was  

a fundamental e r r o r  on S c o b le fs p a r t  fo r  it was the fo l lo w in g  day  

a f te r  a P u b l ic  B re a k fa s t  fo r  the th re e  that the sub com m ittee met 

to r e v is e  the Annual R ep o rt which turned out to be so b la ta n t ly  

p r o -G a r r is o n .

M ean w hile  events w e re  tak ing p la c e  in A m e r ic a  that w e re  to 

lead to a breakup in the G. E . S . Because of the sp lit  in the A . A . S . S .  

in May 1840 o v e r  "W om an's  R igh ts"  G a r r is o n ,  on his re tu rn  from  

B r i t a in ,  w as fo rc ed  to re o rg a n iz e  the A . A . S . S .  In o r d e r  to re ta in  

the c la im  of being a national soc ie ty  the A . A . S . S .  had to e s ta b lis h  

a n ew sp ap er which i t cal led the N a tio n a l A n t i - S la v e r y  S ta n d a rd .

48 R ucham es, The L e t te r s  of W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n  I I ,
5 2 8 ,  5 5 3 -4 .

49 T h is  must have come as a w elcom e r e l i e f  to S tanton to say
nothing of the ben efic ia l e ffec t to his health  fo r  it is said  
he had been mobbed at least two hundred times in h is  own 
cou ntry . S ta n to n , a jo u rn a l is t  and an a n t is la v e ry  le a d e r ,  
was fo r  a time an agent fo r  the A . A . S .  S .  Ib id p. 54  
L o u is  Rucham es, T h e  A b o li t io n is ts  ; A  C o lle c t io n  O f T h e i r  
W r?tings (N ew  Y o rk  1 963) p. 21.

50 A b le  and K lin g b e rg ,  A  S id e -L ig h t  On A n g lo -A m e r ic a n
Rel at ions p. 75 in n. 37
B. F .  A . S .  S .  P a p e r s , M. S .  S .  B r .  Emp. S I  8. C l 0 / 2 8 ,  
S c o b le  to T r e d g o ld ,  14 O c to b e r  1840.
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T h e  E m a n c ip a to r , along w ith  n e a r ly  anything of any va lu e  had e i th e r

been sold o r  given aw ay by its  B o a rd  of D i r e c t o r s  b e fo re  G a r r is o n

had cap tured  the A . A . S .  S .  in the sp r in g  of 1840. Thus the need f o r
51re o rg a n iz a t io n  and a new n e w sp ap er. F o r  th is  money w as needed

and consequently  John A . C o ll in s  was sent to B r i ta in  seek ing  f in an c ia l

support. C o ll in s  was a s tra n g e  b ird  even in the a b o lit io n is t  f lo c k .

A  fo rm e r  student at A n d o v e r  Th eo lo g ica l S e m in a ry ,  he had le ft  to

become a genera l agent o f the M assachusetts  Anti S la v e r y  S o c ie ty .

A f te r  re tu rn in g  from  B r i ta in  he became a utopian s o c ia l is t  and
52u lt im a te ly  an a n a rc h is t .  Some ind ica tio n  of his fa n a tic is m  can be

gleaned fro m  his d e s c r ip t io n  of Thom pson a f te r  h is  re tu rn  to A m e r ic a .
53

Thompson he said was f,in h is  n a tu re  tim id and com prom is ing11. I f  

Thompson was tim id and com prom is ing one w onders  what k ind of man 

C o ll in s  would have found acceptab le .

C o l l in s 's  f i r s t  stop in London seek ing  f in an c ia l a id  re s u lte d  

in his being turned down f la t  by the B. F .  A . S .  S .  w ith  the re m a rk  

that " the  cou rse  re c e n t ly  pursued by the A m e ric a n  A nti S la v e r y  

S o c ie ty  has a lien a ted  th e ir  con fidence". T h e  B . F .  A .  S .  S .  wanted

51 W y a t t -B r o w n ,  L e w is  Tappan And T h e  E v a n g e lic a l W a r  
A g a in s t S la v e r y  pp. 1 9 4 -6
Rucham es, T h e  A b o li t io n is ts  p. 22

52 John L .  T h o m as , " A n t is la v e ry  and U to p ia "  in D u b e rm a n ,
T h e  A n t is la v e ry  V a n g u a rd  pp. 2 5 4 -9

53 Q uoted from  R ic e ,  " T h e  S c o tt is h  F a c to r  In T h e  F ig h t  
A g a in s t A m e ric a n  S la v e r y "  p. 184.
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nothing to do w ith  e i th e r  G a r r is o n  o r  h is  A . A . S . S .  and had a l l ie d
54i ts e l f  s o lid ly  behind the A . F . A .  S .  S .  U n d e r  the tu te lag e  of

55E l iz a b e th  P e a s e  o f D a r i  in g to n , w ith  whom he spent some time

a f te r  h is  v is i t  to L o n d o n , C o ll in s  p roceeded  to G lasgow undoubtedly

because of the sym pathetic  re c e p tio n  given to G a rr is o n  on h is

e a r l i e r  v is i t .  It was fe l t  that because of the f r ie n d s h ip  betw een

G a rr is o n  and s e v e ra l m em bers of the G. E .  S . , notably S m e a l,

M u r r a y ,  Thompson and M c T e a r ,  that G lasgow  should be the c e n tre

of G a rr is o n is m  in B r i ta in  and that C o ll in s  should c o n c e n tra te  his
5 6

a c t iv i t ie s  th e re  to bu ild  support fo r  G a r r is o n ’ s A .  A . S .  S .  Upon  

his a r r iv a l  in G lasgow  in F e b r u a r y  1841 the G. E .  S .  held a com m ittee  

m eeting to r e c e iv e  him and to a l lo w  him to p re s e n t his case as to the  

pre s e n t s ta te  and p ro s p e c ts  of the A . A . S .  S .  In o th er  w o rd s ,  he asked  

fo r  money. T h e  com m ittee decided  to w a it  until they saw a pam ph le t,  

which C o ll in s  w as w r i t in g ,  con cern in g  the d if fe re n c e s  betw een the

54 B a r n e s ,  T h e  A n ti S la v e r y  Impulse p. 173 
T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  pp. 2 0 9 -1 0

55 Boston P u b l ic  L i b r a r y , W eston P a p e rs  M. S .  A . 9. 2. vo l. 13
pt. 1 no. 25  E l iz a b e th  P e a s e  to ? n. d. T y p e s c r ip t  copy in the
M itc h e ll  L i b r a r y ,  G la s g o w , from  Boston P u b l ic  L i b r a r y . 
H e r e a f t e r  c ited  as W eston P a p e r s .
E l iz a b e th  P e a s e  w as the dau g h te r  of the Q u a k e r  Joseph  
P e a s e ,  fou nd er o f the B r i t is h  Ind ia  S o c ie ty .  S h e  became  
in te re s te d  in the a n t is la v e r y  movement in the 1 8 3 0 ’ s and 
w as a l i fe  long f r ie n d  and s u p p o rte r  of G a rr is o n .  In 1853  
she m a r r ie d  John N ic h o l , a p ro fe s s o r  o f A stronom y at the 
U n iv e r s i ty  o f G lasgow  and fo r  a b r ie f  p e r io d  P re s id e n t  of 
the G . E .  S .  in 1859.

56 G a r r is o n  P a p e r s , M .S .  A . 1. 2. vo l. 11 p. 6 8 ,  E l iz a b e th
P e a s e  to S m e a l ,  14 F e b r u a r y  1841.
G a r r is o n s  f r ie n d s h ip  w ith  M c T e a r  is c ited  in R ucham es,
T h e  L e t t e r s  of W i l l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n  I I ,  p. 7 2 4 ,  G a r r is o n  
to John C o l l in s ,  1 D ecem b er 1840.
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O ld  O rg a n iza t io n  (A . A . S . S . ) and the N e w  O rg a n iz a t io n  (A . F .  A . S .  S .  )

to decide  upon w hether o r  not to hold a P u b l ic  M eeting  fo r  the purpose

o f w elcom ing him and dec id ing  upon the c la im s of the A . A . S .  S .  to
57the sympathy and p e c u n ia ry  s u p p o r t  of the G . E .  S .  In essence

what C o ll in s  wanted (o th e r  than money) was fo r  the G . E .  S . to come

out p u b lic a lly  in support of the G a r r is o n ia n  A . A . S . S .  G iven  the

o v e ra ll  h is to ry  of the G. E . S .  up to th is  tim e this  would not seem to

have been an unreaso nab le  re q u e s t .  H o w e v e r ,  the a tt itu d e  of

s evera l o f  the leading members had changed s ince  the in tro du ctio n

of the "Woman Rights'* question into the W o r ld  C onvention and the

a c t iv ity  of the C h a r t is ts  at th e ir  own m eetings which G a rr is o n  had

im p lic it ly  supported.

T h e  fe e lin g s  in the G. E .  S .  com mittee against G a rr is o n

became app aren t s h o rt ly  a f te r  the p u b lic a t io n  o f  the Annual R ep o rt

and the a r r iv a l  of C o ll in s  in the c ity .  T h e  f i r s t  to vo ic e  his

opposition to the course  Smeal and M u rra y  w e re  d ire c t in g  the

S o c ie ty  was one of its  most prom inent m em bers , the Rev. Ralph

W a rd la w . In a communication to the s e c re ta r ie s  of 19 F e b r u a r y  1841

W a rd la w  stated in a le t te r  of res ig n a t io n  :

" . . .  I do not feel m yse lf  at l ib e r ty ,  by re ta in in g  my 
connection w ith  a S o c ie ty  which has p u b lic a lly  taken  
opposite ground, to a p p e a r  to countenance what I hold 
to be an o u trag e  upon a ll de c o ru m , and an insult to that 
inva luab le  p o rt io n  o f th is  com munity, whose r ig h ts  it 
p ro fe s s e d ly  m ain ta ins . **^®

57 G. E .  S . M inute  Book I I I ,  11 F e b r u a r y  1841
T h e  pamphlet by C o ll in s  w as e n tit le d  R ight and W rong Among  
T h e  A b o lit io n is ts  O f T h e  U n ite d  S ta te s  o r  the O b je c ts ,  
P r in c ip le s  And M e a s u re s  of the O r ig in a l  A m e r ic a n  A n t i -  
S la v e r y  S o c ie ty ,  Unchanged : (G lasgow  1841) and was m ain ly  
concerned w ith  a defence of G a r r is o n  and the A . A . S .  S .  
Inc luded was a perso n a l defence by C o ll in s  of charges  made 
against him by the B . F . A .  S #S # and anti G a rr is o n ia n  
a b o lit io n is ts  in the U n ite d  S ta te s .

58 R eso lu tio ns  And C o rre s p o n d e n c e  O f T h e  G. E .  S .  S in c e  T h e  
A r r iv a l  O f John A . C o ll in s  p. 1 3 W a rd la w  to Sm eal and M u r r a y , 
19 F e b r u a r y  1841.
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H is  fe e lin g  w as that the r e v is e d  R e p o rt  was too o n e -s id e d  in its

a tt itu d e  tow ard  the issue of "W om ans R ig h ts " ,  w hich indeed it

obviously  was. O ne has but to g lance at the re le v a n t  p o rt io n s  in

the R e p o r t  and the A p pend ix  to r e a l is e  that it g ives fu ll support
59to G a rr is o n  and w as in fa v o u r  of "W omans R ig h ts " . Smeal and 

M u rra y  of cou rse  den ied that it was o n e -s id e d  and re g a rd in g  the 

A ppendix  they sa id  " . . . and that in the p re s e n t as in e v e ry  fo rm e r  

in s ta n c e , we have  been le f t  to se le c t  and a r ra n g e  the m a tte r  fo r
60that p o rtio n  of the p u b lic a t io n  a c c o rd in g  to o u r  own d is c re t io n " .

In o th e r  w o rd s  w h ile  the R e p o r t  i ts e l f  was subject to approval by 
61the com mittee the s e c r e ta r ie s  w e re  f r e e  to put anything they  

wanted in the A ppendix . In th is  instance they had committed the  

S o c ie ty  to a p o s it io n  w hich they fa vo u red  but which w as opposed by 

many of the m em bers. F u r t h e r ,  a f te r  the R e p o rt  had been " r e v is e d "

59 S e e  G . E . S .  Annual R e p o rt  1840 , pp. 1 7 -8  and A ppendix

60 R es o lu tio n s  And C o rre s p o n d e n c e  O f T h e  G . E . S .  S in c e  T h e  
A r r iv a l  O f  John A . C o ll in s  p. 1 5 , Sm eal and M u rra y  to 
W a r d la w ,  23  F e b r u a r y  1841 , p. 6,  Smeal to S tu rg e  4 
F e b r u a r y  1 841 .

61 T h e  o r ig in a l  R e p o r t  had been approved by a com m ittee of 
only fo u r  (seven  being a quorum ) consis ting  of R o b e rt  C o n n e ll ,  
M u r r a y ,  Sm eal and W il l ia m  Gunn who te c h n ic a lly  was not 
even a com m ittee m em ber. T h e  re v is e d  R e p o rt  was approved  
by a subcom m ittee con s is tin g  of Thom pson, M c T e a r ,  Smeal 
M u rra y  and K e t t le  all o f  whom, except fo r  K e t t le ,  w e re  
staunch s u p p o rte rs  of G a r r is o n .  T h is  R e p o rt  was n e v e r  
submitted to a fu ll com m ittee m eeting fo r  approval but
sent im m ediate ly  to be published. Th us  it is c le a r  that the  
s e c r e ta r ie s  w e r e  v io la t in g  even this p ro c e d u re . S e e  G. E . S . 
M inute Book 11, 7 August 1 8 4 0 , 21 O c to b e r  1840 and 
R eso lu tio n s  And C o rre s p o n d e n c e  O f T h e  G. E .  S .  S in c e  T h e  
A r r iv a l  O f  John A . C o ll in s  pp. 1 4 - 5 ,  Sm eal and M u r ra y  to 
W a r d la w ,  23  F e b r u a r y  1841.
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it had been sent im m ediately to the p r in t e r  w ithout being o f f ic ia l ly
62approved.

W h ile  C o ll in s  was in G lasgow  w aitin g  fo r  the p u b lica t io n  o f h is  

pamphlet and an opportun ity  to get a pu b lic  h e a r in g  some m em bers of the
63B. F . A .  S .  S .  and e s p e c ia lly  Capt. C h a r le s  S tu a r t  had been spread in g

defam atory  rum ours  about him and the A . A . S .  S . S t u a r t ,  it seem s, had
64

sent a le t te r  to W a rd la w  contain ing charges  against the A . A . S .  S .  T h is

was not at a ll p le as in g  to the s e c r e ta r ie s  and a f te r  a com m ittee m eeting on

M arch  3 they sent a le t te r  to S tu a r t  in v it in g  him to come to G lasgow  and

defend the charges  he had made aga inst C o ll in s  and the A. A . S .  S . which

he had p r in te d  and c irc u la te d  a ll o v e r  the c o u n try . S t u a r t 's  res p o n s e  is

in te re s t in g . In a le t te r  re fu s in g  the in v ita t io n  and r e f e r r in g  to "W om an 's

R igh ts"  qu estio n , S tu a r t  said :

" I may add, my d e a r  Smeal , w ith  all candour and kindness  
that i f  I am to judge of the G lasgow  E m ancipation  C o m m ittee ,  
by the sentim ents and po s itio ns  advanced by you and d e a r  
John M u r r a y ,  on th is  s u b je c t,  when I last met you in G la s g o w ,
I should be insane in subm itting m yse lf  to you as ju d g e s ,  
knowing the total and d e p lo ra b le  derangem ent o f yo u r  v ie w s ,  
in this m a tte r ,  both as to fa c ts  and p r in c ip le s " 6^

In a le t te r  to the s e c re ta ry  of the B . F .  A . S .  S .  , J. H . T r e d g o ld ,  Sm eal 

demanded an exp lanation  of the c h a rg e s  and th rea ten ed  to cease a ll co 

o p era t io n  between the two so c ie ties  un less  they re c e iv e d  a s a t is fa c to ry  

response. Smeal and M u rra y  w e re  obv ious ly  put out about the e n t i r e

s itu a tio n  and went so f a r  as to accuse the B . F . A .  S .  S .  of "mean and
66

d a s ta rd ly "  action against C o ll in s  and the A. A . S . S . S tro n g  w o rd s  

indeed fo r  a prom inent Q u a k e r  l ik e  S m ea l.

62 G . E .  S .  M inute Book I I I ,  21 O c to b e r  1840
63 S tu a r t  was a r e t i r e d  naval o f f ic e r  on h a lf  pay who spent much of

his  tim e between the U . S .  and B r i ta in  campaigning aga inst s la v e ry .
64 G. E .  S .  M inute  Book I I I ,  3 M arch  1841 

B a rn e s ,  T h e  Anti S la v e r y  Im pulse p. 281 n. 10
65 R eso lu tio n s  And C o rre sp o n d e n c e  O f T h e  G . E .  S .  S in c e  T h e  

A r r iv a l  O f  John A . C o ll in s  p. 2 5 .  Sm eal to S tu a r t  4 M arch  1841 , 
S tu a r t  to S m e a l,  8 M arch  1841

66 Ib id . pp. 6 -7  Smeal to S tu r g e ,  4 F e b r u a r y  1841 , pp. 9 -1 0
M u rra y  to S tu r g e ,  25 F e b r u a r y  1841 , pp. 2 5 - 6 ,  Sm eal to T r e d -
g o ld , 5 M arch  1 841 , G. E .  S .  M inute Book I I I ,  3 M arch  1841.
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it  had been sent im m edia te ly  to the p r in t e r  w ithout be ing  o f f ic ia l ly
^  62 approved .

W h ile  C o ll in s  was in G lasgow  w a it in g  fo r  the pu b lic a t io n  of h is

pam phlet and an o p p o rtu n ity  to get a p u b lic  h e a r in g  some m em bers o f the
63B . F . A .  S .  S .  and e s p e c ia l ly  C a p t. C h a r le s  S tu a r t  had been sp re a d in g

d efam ato ry  rum ours  about him and the A . A . S .  S .  S t u a r t ,  i ts e e m s , had
64

sent a le t t e r  to W a rd la w  conta in ing  charg es  against the A . A . S .  S .  T h is

was not at a ll p le a s in g  to the s e c r e ta r ie s  and a f te r  a com m ittee m eeting on

M arch  3 they sent a le t t e r  to S tu a r t  in v it in g  him to come to G lasgow  and

defend the c h a rg e s  he had made against C o ll in s  and the A . A . S . S . which

he had p r in te d  and c i rc u la te d  all o v e r  the co u n try . S t u a r t fs response is

in te re s t in g .  In a le t t e r  re fu s in g  the in v ita t io n  and r e f e r r in g  to "W o m an’s

R ig h ts"  q u e s tio n , S tu a r t  sa id  :

"I may ad d , my d e a r  Sm eal , w ith  all candour and kindness  
that if I am to jud ge  of the G lasgow  E m ancipation  C o m m ittee ,  
by the sentim ents and p o s itio n s  advanced by you and d e a r  
John M u r r a y ,  on th is  s u b je c t ,  when I last met you in G la s g o w ,
I should be insane in subm itting m yself to you as ju d g e s ,
knowing the total and d e p lo ra b le  derangem ent of yo u r  v ie w s ,
in th is  m a t te r ,  both as to fa c ts  and p r in c ip le s " 6 5

In a le t t e r  to the s e c r e ta r y  o f  the B . F . A .  S .  S .  , J . H . T r e d g o ld ,  Smeal 

demanded an exp lan a tio n  of the ch a rg e s  and th rea ten ed  to cease all co

o p e ra t io n  betw een the two s o c ie t ie s  un less they re c e iv e d  a s a t is fa c to ry  

resp on se . Smeal and M u r r a y  w e re  obviously  put out about the e n t i r e

s itu a tio n  and w ent so f a r  as to accuse the B . F . A .  S .  S .  of "mean and
66d a s ta rd ly "  action aga inst C o ll in s  and the A . A .  S .  S .  S tro n g  w ords  

indeed f o r  a p rom inent Q u a k e r  l ik e  S m ea l.

62 G . E .  S .  M inute  Book I I I ,  21 O c to b e r  1840.
63 S tu a r t  was a r e t i r e d  naval o f f ic e r  on h a lf  pay who spent much of

h is  tim e betw een the U . S .  and B r i ta in  cam paigning against s la v e ry .
64 G. E .  S .  M inute  Book 111, 3 M arch  1841 

B a r n e s ,  T h e  A n ti S la v e r y  Impulse p. 281 n. 10.
65 R e s o lu tio n s  And C o rre s p o n d e n c e  O f T h e  G. E .  S .  S in c e  T h e

A r r iv a l  O f  John A . C o ll in s  p. 2 5 ,  Smeal to S tu a r t  4 M arch  1841
66 Ib id ,  pp. 6 -7  Sm eal to S t u r g e ,  4 F e b r u a r y  1841 , pp. 9 -1 0

M u r ra y  to S t u r g e ,  25 F e b r u a r y  1841 , pp. 2 5 - 6 ,  Smeal to T r e d 
g o ld , 5 M a rc h  1841. G. E .  S .  M inute Book I I I , 3 M arch  1841.
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On M arch  10 a com m ittee m e e t in g  w as held at the re q u e s t o f

R e vs . Heugh and K ing . T h e y  had req u es ted  the meeting because  they

re c e iv e d  a C i r c u la r  s igned by Sm eal and M u rra y  as s e c r e ta r ie s  of

the G . E .  S . to w hich w as a ttached  a le t t e r  by M rs . H a r r ie t  M a rt in e a u

recom m ending in s trong te rm s  the pam phlet by C o ll in s  w hich was s t i l l

in p u b lic a t io n . Heugh and K ing  w anted it to be made c le a r  that they

w e re  n e i th e r  in d iv id u a lly  n o r  as a society  committed to e i th e r  the

le t t e r  by M a rt in e a u  o r  C o l l in s ’ s pam phlet which in any case they

had not even seen. Added to th is  they w e re  d is s a t is f ie d  w ith  the

re v is io n  in the R e p o r t say ing  that it committed the G. E . S .  to

supporting  "W om en’ s R ig h ts " ,  a po s itio n  they most d ec id ed ly  opposed.

What they demanded w as a p u b lic  d e c la ra t io n  d is a s s o c ia t in g  the G. E .  S .

from  both the proposed  pam phlet and any stand on the woman question

in o r d e r  to stand r ig h t w ith  the p u b lic . Smeal and M u r ra y  both denied

the accusation  that they w e re  attem pting to a s s o c ia te  the G. E .  S . w ith

e i th e r  the l e t t e r  by M artineau , the C o ll in s  pam phlet o r  "W om en’ s

R ig h ts"  w ith  the u n lik e ly  excuse  that they had added th e ir  names as

s e c re ta r ie s  " m e re ly  w ith  a v ie w  to in s u re  the confidence of those

who might tra n s m it  to them p e c u n ia ry  a s s is ta n ce  tow ard  the p r in t in g

etc . of M r .  C o ll in s  pam phlet"  though they did a g re e  to in form  all

those re c e iv in g  the C i r c u la r  that the com mittee was not im p lica ted
67but only them selves  as in d iv id u a ls .  A t a subsequent m eeting the 

next w eek  Heugh prop osed  fo r  adoption a re s o lu t io n  s ta tin g  that the 

Annual R e p o rt  of 1840 had been sent to a subcom mittee fo r  re v is in g  

and had not been re v is e d  but p r in te d  and c irc u la te d  along w ith  an 

appendix  su p p o rtin g  the  stand of the "W omans R ig h ts"  fa c tio n  and 

that the G. E .  S .  was not res p o n s ib le  f o r  e i th e r  that p a r t  of the 

R e p o rt  o r  A p p en d ix  r e f e r r e d  to. F u r t h e r ,  that the G. E .  S .  would  

publish  a d e c la r a to ry  re s o lu t io n  to this e ffec t to the f r ie n d s  of the

67 G . E .  S .  M inute  Book I I I ,  10 M arch  1841.
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S o c ie ty  and lea v e  f o r  fu r th e r  c o n s id e ra t io n  the c la im s of the

c o n fl ic t in g  A m e ric a n  s o c ie t ie s . In e ffe c t  th is  would have been a

vo te  of no confidence in the s e c r e ta r ie s  and might have re s u lte d  in

th e ir  re s ig n a t io n  though th is  is doubtfu l. M u rra y  ho w ever proposed

an amendment s ta tin g  :

" W h e re a s  it is the opinion o f  c e r ta in  m em bers o f th is  
C o m m itte e , that the am ended p o rt io n  of our las t  
Annual R e p o rt  does s t i l l ,  as o r ig in a l ly ,  convey  
sentim ents  w hich fa v o u r  the opinion of that p a r ty  
among A m e ric a n  A b o li t io n is ts  who a re  said  to 
advocate  what is te c h n ic a lly  term ed the "W oman R ig h ts"  
question; and a ls o  that o th e r  passages in the R e p o rt  
passed by the S o c ie ty  at the Annual M eetin g , convey  
s im i la r  sentim ents  -  It is th e re fo re  R eso lved  as the 
Judgement of this M eeting  that the G lasgow  E m a n c i
pation S o c ie ty  has as yet made no d e c la ra t io n  of its  
v ie w s  e i th e r  on th is  o r  o th e r  questions which d iv id e  
A m e ric a n  A b o l i t io n is ts ,  but that it  is s t i l l ,  as 
h e r e to fo r e ,  connected with the o r ig in a l A m erican  
A n ti S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  and that as an Anti S la v e r y  
body on ly . "68

O ne is fo rc e d  to a d m ire  the sh rew dn ess  of M u r r a y ’ s p ro p o s a l.  T h e  

amendment was qu ite  in l in e  w ith  H eugh 's  motion in that it d id not 

commit the S o c ie ty  to the support of "W om en 's  R ig h ts " .  But then 

o f f ic ia l ly  the S o c ie ty  n e v e r  had come out one way o r  a n o th e r  on 

the question but had on ly  im plied  support through the w ord in g  

and contents  of the Annual R e p o rt.  T h e r e f o r e  if  M u r r a y 's  motion  

won he was s a c r i f ic in g  ab so lu te ly  nothing . On the o th e r  hand,  

a p p ro v a l o f the amendment would mean endorsem ent by the G. E .  S .  

of the A . A . S . S .  w hich w a s , a f te r  all , what the s e c r e ta r ie s  w e re  

a f te r .  A d d it io n a l ly  it le t the s e c r e t a r ie s  off the hook as the 

amendment p ro v id e d  an oppo rtu n ity  f o r  those m em bers of the 

committee who opposed "Womanls R ig h ts"  but who w e re  f r ie n d ly  

with M u r ra y  and Sm eal to vote in fa v o u r  of it. On a vote  the  

amendment won and Heugh tendered  h is  re s ig n a t io n . H is  po s itio n  on 

the issue as f a r  as the G. E .  S .  was concerned  had been made quite

Ib id , 1 6 March 1841

148



c le a r  e a r l i e r  in a le t te r  to the s e c r e ta r ie s .  H e  fe lt  that as a

society  the G. E .  S . had ex p re s s ed  i ts e l f  in opposition to the r ig h ts

of women taking p a r t  in the W o r ld  Convention when the G. E .  S .

de leg a tes  had "w ith  a ll but p e r fe c t  u n an im ity , (no doubt th is  meant

w ith  the exception o f Smeal and M u r ra y )  d e c la re d  fo r  the op in ions
69of the C onvention . " S in c e  then the s e c r e ta r ie s  had changed

the S o c ie ty 's  stand and consequently he had decided to w ith d ra w .

On the 25th o f M arch  1841 an o th e r  com mittee m eeting was

held to fo rm a lly  accept the c re d e n t ia ls  of C o ll in s .  It w as a lso

agreed  fo r  the s e c re ta r ie s  to p r e p a re  a C i r c u la r  to the A m e r ic a n

a b o lit io n is ts  on beha lf of C o ll in s  and his  m ission. Both o f these

m easures  w e re  opposed but it seems the s e c re ta r ie s  had in s u re d

th e ir  passage by getting  men fa v o u ra b le  to th e ir  stand to attend the  
70m eeting. T h is  was obv ious ly  a game two could p lay  and soon 

a n o th e r  m eeting was held on A p r i l  13 w ith  the m ore  m oderate  fa c t io n  

in g r e a te r  strength  and a motion w as passed stating  1) that the  

com m ittee d isc la im ed  g iv ing any judgement on the " W o m a n s R ig h ts "  

question and should not be understood to rec o g n is e  such r ig h ts  

2) the G. E .  S . took a neu tra l position  between the A . A . S . S .  and 

the A. F .  A . S . S .  and 3) that the G. E .  S .  absta in  from  id en tify in g  

w ith  any agent o r  p u b lica tion  of e i th e r  of those s o c ie t ies  t i l l  the  

c o m m ittee  could investiga te  th e ir  d if fe re n c e s .  W h e th e r  th is  

d is tu rb e d  the s e c r e ta r ie s  is doubtfu l. It would a p p e a r  that they

69 R eso lu tio ns  And C o rresp o n d en ce  O f T h e  G. E . S .  S in c e  T h e  
A r r iv a l  O f John A . C o ll in s  p. 21 Heugh to M u r ra y  and Smeal , 
24 F e b ru a ry  1841.

70 G. E .  S . M inute Book I I I , 25  M arch  1841 , 29 M a rc h  1841 .
It w as at the M arch  25th m eeting that a le t te r  from  Joseph  
S tu r g e  was read  demanding that h is  name be rem oved from  
the l is t  of H o n o ra ry  and C o rre sp o n d in g  m em bers of the 
S o c ie ty  due to the p r o - G a r r is o n  stand which it seemed to 
him the G. E .  S .  had taken. S e e  R eso lu tions  And C o r r e s 
pondence O f T h e  G. E .  S . S in c e  T h e  A r r iv a l  O f  John A.
Col I ins p. 5 S tu rg e  to S m e a l , 25 Janu ary  1841.
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expected something along these l in e s  and w e re  fu l ly  p re p a re d  fo r

it. In any case they p re s e n te d  the m eeting w ith  a rem o n s tra n c e  from

f i f t y -n in e  members and f r ie n d s  of the G . E .  S .  and a m em oria l s igned

by th re e  hundred and eight G lasgow  women in fa vo u r  of g iv in g  C o ll in s
71a p u b lic  m eeting to con s id er  the conduct 6 f  the G. E .  S .  com m ittee.

T h e  m eeting was held in Rev. N e s b i t fs A lb ion  S t r e e t  C hurch  w hich

was cro w ded  m ostly with C h a r t is ts  who constantly  in te r ru p te d  the

p ro c e e d in g s . C o ll in s ,  who was the main s p e a k e r ,  r e f e r r e d  to the

m oderate  m em b e rs  of the com m ittee who had been re s p o n s ib le  fo r

the re s o lu t io n  passed at the A p r i l  13th com m ittee m eeting as

"m idway a b o lit io n is ts "  and "p ro  s la v e ry  men". H e  went on to ca ll

the G lasgo w  c le rg y  no m ore  w orth y  than the A m e ric a n  c le rg y  w ho ,

he s a id ,  w e re  the b u lw a rk s  of s la v e ry  . T h e s e  a ttacks  must have

seemed g ro s s ly  u n fa ir  to the l ik e s  of W a rd la w  who had been one of

the le a d e rs  of the G lasgow anti s la v e ry  movement when C o ll in s  was
72

s til l  only th ir te e n  y e a rs  o ld . W hat could be gained by such 

attacks  is inco m p reh ens ib le  and due to the im portan t p lace  that the  

local c le rg y  held in the G. E . S . they w e re  u n fo rg iv a b le .  C e r ta in ly  

the s e c r e ta r ie s  w e re  much to blam e fo r  not d is a s s o c ia t in g  them selves  

from  them i f  indeed they w anted to do so at a l l .  T h e  m eeting h o w e v e r  

can h a rd ly  be said to have been made up of the m em bers and f r ie n d s  

of the G . E .  S . fo r  th e re  w e re  v e ry  fe w  of those in a ttendance . T h e  

C h a r t is t s ,  who made up most of the a u d ie n c e , had re p e a te d ly  d is 

rupted the m eetin g , and tow ards  the end of it com plete ly  d e s tro y e d

any sem blance of o r d e r  and the m eeting b ro ke  up into n e a r  bedlam
73and had to be ad journed . B ecause  o f the d is in te g ra t io n  o f the  

meeting b e f o r e  the s e c re ta r ie s  w e re  ab le  to get it to condemn the  

actions  of the com m ittee another m eeting had to be c a lle d . T h is

71 G . E .  S . M inute Book I I I ,  13 A p r i l  1841.

72 A le x a n d e r ,  M em oirs  O f T h e  L i f e  and W r it in g s  o f Ralph  
W a r d la w ,  D . D . p. 298 C o ll in s  was born in 1810.

73 G lasgow  A rg u s ,  19 A p r i l  1841. R e p o r t  of the D is c u s s io n  at the
F i r s t  M eeting  of the M em bers  of the G lasgow  E m anc ip a tio n  
S o c ie ty  May 3 1 , 1 841 . pp. 9 ,  18.
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m eeting shows all the s igns of co llus ion  between the s e c r e ta r ie s

and the C h a r t is ts .  F i r s t  the two main s p e a k e rs ,  the R evs . P a t r ic k

B r e w s te r  and John R itc h ie ,  w e re  both le a d e rs  of the C h a r t is ts

movement in S co tlan d . S eco n d , the m eeting w a s  to be held  in the

B a z a a r  w hich held about fo u r  thousand people so obv ious ly  a v e ry

la rg e  g a th e r in g  was expected. T h i r d ,  at the m eeting the B a z a a r

was f i l le d  to capac ity  m ostly with C h a r t is ts  and yet it passed o ff
74smoothly w ithout d is tu rb an ce . F in a l l y ,  both the s e c r e ta r ie s  

and the C h a r t is ts  had re s o lu t io n s  passed which they w anted. T h is  

m eeting shows c le a r ly  to what lengths M u rra y  and Smeal w e r e  

wil I ing to go in th e ir  d e s ir e  to support Col I ins and the A . A . S . S .

In a re s o lu t io n  by R ev . R itc h ie  it was proposed 1) that the G. E .  S .  

would c o -o p e ra te  w ith  o th e r  a n t is la v e ry  s o c ie t ie s  re g a rd le s s  of  

c o u n try ,  c re e d ,  p a r ty  o r  s e x ,  2) that the G. E . S .  p laced  fu ll 

confidence and support in the A. A . S .  S .  , 3) that the m eeting e x p re s s  

disap prob a tio n  at the action  of the G. E .  S .  com m ittee fo r  th e ir  ac tion  

in re g a rd  to C o ll in s ,  4) that the B. F .  A . S . S .  , because o f  its  actions  

tow ard  C o l l in s ,  had lost the confidence and support o f  the G. E . S .  ,

5) that the G .E .  S . e x p re s s e s  its  confidence in C o ll in s  and that

a c i r c u la r  le t te r  to B r i t is h  a b o lit io n is ts  be sent s ta ting  that the  

G. E .  S .  e x p re s s e s  support and sympathy to the A . A . S .  S . , and 6)
r

that an add itiona l seventeen new m em bers be added to the com m ittee.  

None o f th is  is  p a r t ic u la r ly  re v e a l in g  except fo r  the add ition  o f the 

seventeen new committeemen o r  about a fo r ty  p e rc e n t in c re a s e .

One asks who they w e re  and why w e re  they added. A s f a r  as why  

they w e re  added it is p e r fe c t ly  obv ious that they w e re  hand p icked  

by the s e c r e ta r ie s  to e n s u re  they would no lo n g er be out voted in the  

com mittee m eetings. As re g a rd s  who they w e r e ,  on the w hole  l i t t le

74 G la s g o w  A rg u s ,  29 A p r i l  1841

75 G. E .  S . M inute  Book I I I ,  27 A p r i l  1841.
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is  known about them except f o r  J a m e s  T u r n e r  of T h ru s h g ro v e  who 

was an a c t iv e  C h a r t is t  and John U r e .  O f  the o th e rs  v e ry  l i t t le  is 

known. T h is  suggests that they w e re  not o f any re a l s tanding in the  

community. F o r  the most p a r t  they w e r e  small m erchan ts  o r  t ra d e s 

men such as James Dunn a b a k e r ,  o r  James B ru c e  an e n g ra v e r .  As
76such th e re  is v e ry  l i t t le  r e c o rd  o f  them. T h e  re c o rd  of the m eeting ,

h o w e v e r ,  suggests that they w e r e  all C h a r t is ts  o r  C h a r t is t

s y m p a th ize rs . M u rra y  and s m e a l had what they wanted and it was

now the tu rn  of the C h a r t is ts  who passed a re s o lu t io n  stating  :

" T h a t  in accordance  w ith  the sentim ents contained in 
the a d d ress  p res e n te d  to M r .  C o ll in s  and now re a d ,  it is  
the opinion of this m eeting that the  people  of th is  country  
a re  e n tit le d  to th e ir  r ig h t  of s u ffra g e  fo r  which they  
have  been contending these last th re e  y e a rs  and that 
we p ledge o u rs e lv e s  to use e v e ry  m oral and legal means  
to obtain  o u r  l ib e r ty  and the l ib e r ty  of all mankind. "77

T h e  r e s u l t  of the m eeting w as that in r e tu r n  fo r  accepting  p u b lic a l ly

at least one p lank of the C h a r t e r ,  and that the most im portant one,

Smeal and M u r ra y  had once again succeeded in putting  the  G. E .  S .

in d ir e c t  support o f the G a rr is o n ia n  A m e r ic a n  a b o lit io n is ts .  T h is

c le a r ly  show s to what extent the s e c r e ta r ie s  w e r e  w il l in g  to go in

o r d e r  to obtain the support o f the G. E .  S .  fo r  the A . A . S .  S . when

it is rem em b ered  that only a few  months p re v io u s ly  Smeal had

re je c te d  an a p p lica tio n  by the C h a r t is t  L lo y d  Jones fo r  membership

in the S o c ie ty  "on the grounds that he apprehended M r . Jones was

d e s iro u s  o f becoming a m em ber of the S o c ie ty  that he might have an
78op po rtu n ity  of p u b lic a l ly  d is tu rb in g  its  p ro c e e d in g s . " T h e  

s e c r e ta r ie s  w e re  w ithout qualms in using a h e re to fo re  d is a g re e a b le  

elem ent in o r d e r  to gain th e ir  o b je c t iv e  if  the c ircu m stances  re q u ire d  

it . T h is  does not mean the s e c r e ta r ie s  w e r e  w ithout p r in c ip le s .

76 F o r  a l is t  o f  the p ro p o s e d  new committeemen and th e ir  
occupations see A ppend ix  lit

77 G. E .  S .  M inute  Book M I,  27 A p r i l  1841

Ib id . I I ,  20 O c to b e r  1840. S e e  above page 140
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On the c o n tra ry  it was th e ir  r ig id  and u n fa il in g  support of the

p r in c ip le s  o f G a r r is o n  that led  them to take  these e x t r a o r d in a ry

m easu res . W a r d la w  and Heugh , though they had p re v io u s ly  sent

in le t te r s  of re s ig n a t io n  s t i l l  hoped to gain contro l of the S o c ie ty .

A t a com m ittee m eeting of May 19 they succeeded in getting  a

su ff ic ien t num ber o f  th e ir  s u p p o rte rs  to a ttend and c a r r ie d  a motion

c a ll in g  fo r  a p u b lic  m eeting of the m em bers of the G. E .  S .  to d e te rm in e

the v a l id i ty  o f the m em bership o f the seventeen new committeemen

appointed at the B a z a a r .  At the subsequent m eeting on May 31 , the

m em bership voted that indeed the seventeen new men had not been

v a l id ly  appointed. It  w as then moved and approved that those same

men should be added to the com m ittee . T h e  motion was contested on

the grounds that many had le ft  the m eeting which had had a v e ry  low

attendance in any case. N e v e r th e le s s  w ith ju s t  th ir ty -o n e  m em bers

of the G . E .  S .  in a ttendance  out of a po ss ib le  two hundred and n in e ty -

s ix  s u b s c r ib e r s  the m eeting  dec ided  to r e c e iv e  into the com m ittee the 
79new m em bers. T h e  re s u l t  w as p re d ic ta b le .  T h e  m o d era te  m em ber

sh ip , know ing that the a d d itio n  of these ra d ic a l new committeemen  

would p re v e n t  them fro m  e x e rc is in g  any contro l o v e r  the S o c ie ty ,  

im m ediate ly  began to re s  ign. D u r in g  the next two months the

re s ig n a t io n s  o f tw e lv e  of the S o c ie ty fs most a c t iv e  m em bers w e re  
. 80 *accepted. Among the most im p ortan t w e re  R evs . W a r d la w ,  H eugh,  

K in g  and R o b e r t  K e t t le  and W i l l ia m  R aton . They  had been some o f  

the most a c t iv e  and p ro m in en t m em bers and th e ir  d e p a r tu re  was a 

s e r io u s  blow  to the p re s t ig e  and v i ta l i t y  of the S o c ie ty .  O th e rs  such 

as John R e id  s im ply stopped a c t iv e ly  p a r t ic ip a t in g  in the movement.

79 Ib id  I I I ,  19 May 1841
R e p o r t  o f the D is c u s s io n  at the F i r s t  M eeting  of the M em bers
of the G lasgow  E m a n c ip a tio n  S o c ie ty  May 31 , 1841 pp. 2 5 -6

80 G. E .  S .  M inute  Book I I I , 16 June 1841 , 20 July  1 841 , 30 Ju ly
1 841 , 2 Augu st 1 841.
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B etw een  J a n u a ry  1840 and August 1841 the G. E .  S .  was

concerned w ith  l i t t l e  e lse  o th e r  than its  in te rn a l squabbling. As

f a r  as a c t iv e ly  pu rsu in g  a p ro g ram m e opposing s la v e ry  almost nothing

had been done. F o r  one th ing  its  a tten tion  w as d iv e r te d  from  s la v e ry

to the in te rn a l b ic k e r in g  and the s tru g g le  to contro l the S o c ie ty .

S e c o n d ly ,  even had the S o c ie ty  focused its a tten tion  on the issue

of in te rn a tio n a l s la v e ry  th e re  was almost nothing it could have  
81done. W h e re a s  in A m e r ic a  the pu b lic  was in tim ate ly  concerned  

w ith the a n t is la v e ry  c a u s e , B r i t a in  w as l i t t le  a ffe c ted  in one way o r  

another w ith  the em ancipation o f  fo re ig n  s laves . T h is  was one of the  

p r im a ry  re a s o n s  why the movement was losing p u b lic  support. T h e  

S o c ie ty  was v e r y  a c t iv e  d u rin g  this p e r io d  but the in d ica tio n s  a r e  that 

at p u b lic  m ee tin g s , except when the C h a r t is ts  tu rned  up , the a tte n d 

ance had fa lle n  o ff  c o n s id e ra b ly .  W itn ess  the tu rn  out of only  

th ir ty -o n e  at the p u b lic  m eeting o f  May 31 , 1841. Thom pson’ s t r ip  

to the U n ite d  S ta te s  in 1 8 3 4 -5  was intended to aw aken the con sc ience  

of the A m e r ic a n s  as to the e v i ls  of s la v e ry  and its  po tentia l d a n g e r  

to the freedom  o f  the r e s t  of the cou n try .  T h is  had been accom plished  

due m ore to the e f fo r ts  o f  the A m e ric a n  a b o lit io n is ts  than the B r i t is h  

but n e v e r th e le s s  it had been accom plished. W hat rem ained  f o r  the 

B r i t is h  a b o li t io n is ts  and m ore  s p e c if ic a l ly  the G. E .  S .  was in d e f in ite .  

D ir e c t  action w as out o f the question and in this re g a rd  it w as in 

much the same po s itio n  as  the A m e r ic a n  a b o lit io n is ts  owing to the 

sem i-autonom ous po s itio n  of the S ta te s  in the U n ite d  S ta te s  fe d e ra l  

system of g o v e rn m e n t. In the past as in the fu tu re  the S o c ie ty  was  

fo rc e d  to a tta c k  the system  in d ire c t ly  such as in the case of the

81 H o w a rd  T e m p e r le y ,  ’’T h e  B r i t is h  and A m e ric a n  A b o li t io n is ts  
C o m p a re d ” in D u b e rm a n , T h e  Anti s la v e ry  V a n g u a rd  
p p . 3 5 9 -6 0 .
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A m istad  cap tives  o r  th e ir  opposition to the G overn m en t's  r e c o g -
82nition of T e x a s .  W h ile  it  is t ru e  that th e re  was a g rea t amount 

of re s p e c t  fo r  the B r i t is h  a b o lit io n is ts  by the A m e ric a n s  th is  meant 

l i t t le  to the public  at la rg e  and had no e ffe c t  on the in s t itu t io n  o f  

s la v e ry .  But even th is  mutual a d m ira t io n  of the B r i t is h  and 

A m e ric a n  a b o lit io n is ts  w as in te r fe re d  w ith  owing to the fra g m e n tin g  

of the movement into p ro  and anti G a r r is o n  fa c t io n s . In th is  the  

G. E .  S .  w as now s o lid ly  behind G a r r is o n  but in o r d e r  to accom plish  

th is  it  had been fo rc e d  to abandon any w o rk  against the in s t itu t io n  

i ts e lf .  In the end it was a p e r io d  o f maximum, in ten s ive  a c t iv i ty  

and m inimal c o n s tru c t iv e  accom plishm ents. T h is  was caused by 

the fundamental d if fe re n c e  betw een the two r a d ic a ls  Sm eal and  

M u rra y  and the m ore m oderate  m em bers. On the o n e  hand th e re  

w e re  the s e c r e t a r ie s ,  w ho , because of th e ir  support fo r  G a r r is o n ,  

w e re  w i l l in g  to destro y  the S o c ie ty  in o r d e r  to save it .  On the  

oth er hand the m oderates  ins is ted  that the s o c ie ty 's  a c t iv i t ie s  be 

l im ited  on ly  to f ighting  s la v e ry  and any extraneous issues such as  

s u ffra g e  o r  "Womans R igh ts"  should not be a llow ed  to have any 

p lace  e i th e r  im p lic ity  o r  e x p l ic i t ly  in the g ro u p 's  w o rk . Any  

s u p p o rt  fo r  G a rr is o n  on the p a r t  of the G. E . S .  they fe lt  im plied  

support f o r  the o th e r  re fo rm s  he con tin u a lly  dragged into the e f fo r t .  

T h is  they could not condone and consequently  a f te r  they w e re  

unable to gain contro l o f the S o c ie ty  they w ith d re w .

T h e  L a d ie s  A u x i l ia r y  w hich had been so im portant f in a n c ia l ly  

to the G. E .  S .  in the e a r l i e r  y e a rs  rem ained  in the hands o f the  

m oderates  and it  became n e c e s s a ry  to form  a new group c a lle d  the  

G lasgow  F e m a le  Anti S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  which was v e ry  p ro  G a r r is o n .

82 T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  p. 197

83 R ic e ,  " T h e  S co tt is h  F a c to r  In T h e  F ig h t  A g a in s t A m e ric a n  
S la v e r y "  p. 234. An Appeal to the L a d ie s  of G re a t  B r i ta in  
on B e h a lf  of the A m e r ic a n  S la v e s  (G lasgow  1841) p. 14~ 
located  in the M itche ll L i b r a r y ,  G lasgow .
Annual Repo r t  o f the G lasgow  F e m a le  A nti S la v e r y  S o c ie ty
1 842 ,  p p . 5 -7 .
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It w a s ,  h o w e v e r ,  much less successfu l in r a is in g  funds e i th e r  fo r  

its  own o p e ra t io n  o r  to donate to the G. E .  S .  In fact It n e v e r  donated  

any money at a ll to the G . E .  S .  but con centra ted  on ra is in g  con

tr ib u t io n s  to send to the Boston A n ti S la v e r y  B a z a a r  held each y e a r
84

in Boston M assachusetts . T h is  was to p ro v e  un fortu na te  f o r  the

G. E .  S .  in the fu tu re  c o n tro v e rs y  w ith  the F r e e  C hurch  o f  S co tland

con cern ing  holding fe llo w sh ip  w ith  s laveh o ld in g  churches in the

A m e ric a n  South . It was due to lack o f money that the G. E .  S .  n e a r ly
85suspended o p e ra t io n s  between 1847 and 1851.

T h e  s e p a ra t io n  of the two q u a r re l in g  fac tion s  of the G. E .  S .

in 1841 th e re fo re  had long ran g e  e ffe c ts . F o r  one thing it a lien a ted

the L a d ie s  A u x i l ia r y  S o c ie ty  as an im portant source  o f reven u e  and

it lost fo r  the G. E .  S . a g re a t  num ber of D is s e n tin g  m in is te rs  who had

up to then been the backbone o f the S o c ie ty .  T h is  is i l lu s t ra te d  by

com paring the su b s c rip tio n  l is ts  o f  1841 and 1842. T h e  re s u lts  show

about a f i f ty  p e rcen t red uc tion  and o f the s u rv iv o rs  fe w  took any

rea l in te re s t  in the S o c ie ty .  T h is  d is a ffe c t io n  of many o f  the c le rg y

is f u r th e r  shown by the fact that f o r  the re m a in d e r  of the decade

only fo u r  p u b lic  meetings w e re  held  in chu rch es  and all fo u r  took
86p la c e  in Rev. A n d e rs o n ’ s John S t r e e t  R e l ie f  C hurch . F in a l l y ,  

and most s ign ific a n t of a l l ,  the  in te rn a l s p lit  s e p a ra te d  the two  

most im portant elem ents in the  S o c ie ty .  Smeal and M u r r a y ,  

re g a rd le s s  of th e ir  rad ic a l In c lin a t io n s  w e re  the d r iv in g  fo r c e  be

hind the G. E .  S . but w ithout the a c t iv e  p a r t ic ip a t io n  ofthe leading

84 S e e  Annual R e p o rt  of the G lasgow  F e m a le  A nti S la v e r y  
S o c ie ty  1 8 4 1 -5 1 .

85 G . E .  S . Annual R e p o rt  1851 , p. 5

86 Ib id ,  1 8 4 1 -2
G . E .  S . M inute Book I I I ,  2 August 184 1 , through  
6 J an u ary  1 851.
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D is s e n t in g  c le rg y  they found them selves m ostly  cut o ff  from  

p o p u la r  support. It was not until a c o n tro v e rs y  w ith  the F r e e  

C hurch  f la r e d  up and the D is s e n t in g  C le rg y  again  jo in ed  the  

e f fo r t  in 1 8 4 4 -7  that the S o c ie ty  showed any re a l  sign of re tu rn in g  

to l i fe  and then only until it b ecam e ev ident that its  e f fo r ts  w e re  

fru i  t less .
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C H A P T E R  V

T h e  D ecad e  O f T h e  1840 's  And T h e  F r e e  Church C o n tro v e rs y

T h e  e ffec t of o v e r  one y e a r  of in te rn a l w ra n g lin g  on the 

G. E .  S .  was both imm ediate and debil i ta t iv e .  N oth ing  had been  

gained by a lie n a t in g  the c i ty 's  D is s e n tin g  c le rg y  and a s iz a b le  

p o rt io n  o f  the S o c ie ty 's  le a d e rs h ip . T h e  p r ic e  fo r  backing G a rr is o n  

and the A . A . S .  S . in term s of m anpow er had been high and , as w il l  

be show n, o v e r  the next th re e  y e a rs  the re tu rn s  w e re  n e g lig ib le .

T h e  d if f ic u lt  prob lem  s t il l  rem ained  of f ind ing  a v ia b le  p rog ram m e  

o r  issue which would in some e f fe c t iv e  way come to g r ip s  w ith  the  

prob lem  of s la v e ry  in o th er  p a r ts  o f  the W o r ld .  It was at th is  

point that G eo rg e  Thompson once m ore  came to the fo re .  Thompson  

had stayed re la t iv e ly  c le a r  o f the in te rn a l d ispute  though as a lw ays  

he rem ained  a staunch s u p p o rte r  o f  G a r r is o n .  But Thompson had 

branched out into o th er  a re a s  of re fo rm  a f te r  the end of a p p re n t ic e 

ship and consequently he was not as in tim ate ly  bound up w ith  the  

in n e r  w o rk in g s  of the G . E .  S . although he s t i l l  held po w erfu l sway  

o v e r  it . A s  the dust was s t i l l  s e tt l in g  a f te r  the schism he once  

m ore stepped in to attempt to lead what rem ained  of the S o c ie ty  

down an e n t i re ly  new path.

W ith  the ending of app re n tic e s h ip  in 1838 Thompson had  

almost im m ediate ly  jo in ed  the A b o r ig in e s  P ro te c t io n  S o c ie ty  w hich  

had q u ic k ly  re s u lte d  in the G. E .  S .  a f f i l ia t in g  w ith  that body.  ̂ Soon

t h e r e a f t e r ,  because of h is  enthusiasm  on the subject of Ind ia  and
2

at the in s t ig a tio n  of Joseph P e a s e  of D a r lin g to n  he became one of 

the fou nd ers  of the B r i t is h  Ind ia  S o c ie ty  o rg a n ize d  in 1839. Not 

s u r p r is in g ly , the G. E . S .  ob ed ien tly  a l l ie d  them selves with this

1 G. E .  S . M inute Book I I ,  6 S e p te m b e r  1838  
H o w it t 's  Journal vo l. I I ,  23  O c to b e r  1847.

2 Joseph P e a s e ,  the fou n d er o f the B r i t is h  Ind ia  S o c ie ty ,  was  
a w e a lth y  Q u a k e r  m a n u fa c tu re r , r a i l r o a d  p ro m o te r ,  
p h ila n th ro p is t  and a b o lit io n is t .  H e was the fa th e r  of  
E liz a b e th  P e a s e  (Ch. IV  fn . 55) and the f i r s t  Q u a k e r  e le c te d  
m em ber o f the House of Commons.
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3
group. Subsequently  this body d isso lved  due to in te rn a l d isputes

but Thompson rem ained a c tiv e  in the w o rk  f o r  re fo rm  in Ind ia . By

co n s id erin g  the conditions and the c la im s of the poor in Ind ia  it was

fe lt  that the G overnm ent could dev ise  methods to c a r r y  out m easures

to b e tte r  th e ir  c ircu m stances . T h is  was im p o rta n t,  fo r  s la v e ry

depended on the production  o f t ro p ic a l p roducts  and these could be

c u lt iv a te d  in Ind ia  c h eap er  than in s la v e  t e r r i t o r ie s  owing to the

almost l im it le s s  supply of cheap la b o u r . It was thought that i f  th is
4

could be accom plished s la v e ry  would be ended by m arke t fo rc e s .

It w as under these c ircu m stances  that Thom pson e n te re d  into the

employment of the R a ja  of S a t t a r a ,  who had been deposed by the
5

Bast Ind ia  Com pany, and began w o rk in g  fo r  h is  re s to ra t io n .

T h e  G . E .  S .  became invo lved  w ith  Thom pson's  e f fo r ts  to 

re in s ta te  the R a ja  of S a t ta r a  at i ts  Annual M eeting in 1841. At  

the A d jo u rn ed  M eeting on August 3 r d ,  Thompson m onopolised the 

proceed in g s  by g iv ing a long speech in w hich he exp la in ed  the 

c irc u m s ta n c e s  under which the R a ja  had been deposed and

3 G. E .  S . M inute Book I I ,  13 May 1839
H o w it t 's  Journal vo l. I I ,  23 O c to b e r  1847  
Tem per le y ,  B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  pp. 1 0 1 -2
A b le  and K l in g b e rg ,  A  S id e -L ig h t  On A n g lo -A m e r ic a n  
Rel a tions p. 63 n. 18.
B r i t is h  Ind ia  -  P ro c e e d in g s  at a P u b lic  M eeting  in D a r lin g to n  
p. 4 .

4 G. E .  S .  M inute Book I I , 14 Sep tem ber 1 840
T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  p. 102
S e e  Ch. I l l  pP 11 5

5 H o w it t 's  Journal vo l. I I ,  23 O c to b e r  1847.
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concluded by proposing  a motion condemning the E a s t Ind ia  Company
6and its  B o a rd  of C ontro l fo r  th e ir  trea tm ent of the e x - r u l e r .  He

also proposed that the G. E .  S . s e e k ,  through P a r i  iam en ta ry

investiga tion  and le g is la t io n ,  to p ro c u re  the re s to ra t io n  of the R a ja .

T h is  may seem to be , and indeed w a s ,  a f a r  c ry  from  the o r ig in a l

purpose  o f the G . E .  S . which a f te r  a ll had been set up to combat

s la v e ry  o f the masses r a th e r  than the re s to ra t io n  of in d iv id u a ls

u n la w fu lly  d e p riv e d  of th e ir  po s itio n . Rev. P a t r i c k  B r e w s te r

took ju s t  such a po s ition  when he ob jec ted  to Thom pson's  re m a rk s

and suggested that the G. E .  S .  would be much b e tte r  advised  to show

concern  fo r  the poor in B r i ta in  than fo r  a R a ja  in Ind ia  and he o f fe re d

an amendment to Thom pson's motion c a ll in g  fo r  the abo lit io n  of the

Corn  and P ro v is io n  L a w s  and a speedy re v ie w  of the P o o r  L a w s . T h is

led to a r a th e r  heated debate betw een the two and f in a l ly  the c h a irm a n ,

John M c L e o d , cut B r e w s te r  o ff  and c a l le d  fo r  a vote  in which
7

Thom pson's  motion was c a r r ie d  o v e rw h e lm in g ly . It was qu ite  

apparen t that B r e w s te r  had lost much sympathy in the a n t is la v e ry  

c i r c le  o f G lasgow  owing to the prom inent p a r t  he had taken a t  

p re v io u s  p u b lic  meetings when the C h a r t is ts  had taken o v e r  fu ll  

control o f the p roceed ing s . T h ey  no doubt fe lt  that h e , as one of 

the C h a r t is t  le a d e rs ,  had been re s p o n s ib le  fo r  m uch of the b i t t e r 

ness that had so re c e n t ly  s p lit  up the S o c ie ty .  W h ile  such an 

amendment would have been happily  a g re e d  to at the B a z a a r  M eeting  

o r  the m eeting im m ediately  p re c e d in g  it the m em bers of this audience  

w e re  not C h a r t is ts  and obviously wanted nothing m ore to do w ith  

them o r  B r e w s te r .  T h e i r  re c ru itm e n t  by the s e c r e ta r ie s  had been

6 G. E .  S .  M inute Book I I I ,  3 August 1841
F o r  Thom pson's  pos ition  see H o w it t 's  Journal 
v o l . I , p. 4 6 -7

7 G lasgow  C h ro n ic le ,  4 August 1841
G. E .  S . M inute B o o k , I I I ,  3 August 1841
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a te m p o rary  m easu re  to a c h ie v e  a s p e c if ic  goal. Smeal and M u r ra y

w e re  undoubtably a w a re  that if they w e re  to p erm a n e n tly  invo lve

the S o c ie ty  w ith  the C h a r t is ts  the b as ic  aim s of the G. E .  S .  would

have been engulfed and re le g a te d  to only secondary  im portance .

T a k in g  into account the almost p ass io nate  zeal of the s e c r e ta r ie s

fo r  the ab o lit io n  of the s la v e s  it is h a rd  to im agine that they would

have been fo o lish  enough to e ffe c t  a perm anent ju n c tu re  w ith  the

C h a r t is ts  at the r is k  o f  being overw h e lm ed  by them. T h is  was

made c le a r  at the m e e t in g  and R ev . B r e w s te r  fo r  h is  p a r t  took the

hint and n e v e r  aga in  took p a r t  in the a f fa i r s  o f the G . E .  S .

H o w e v e r  much Thompson p leaded the case  of the R a ja  of

S a t t a r a ,  and it must be said he d id  h is  level best to a ro u s e  the

enthusiasm  of the G . E .  S .  , th is  was not an issue that w as  capab le

of e x c it in g  the m em bership  of the S o c ie ty .  A d m itted ly  the G. E .  S .

did take  some r a t h e r  c u rs o ry  ac tio n  and at the Annual M eeting  it

had come out fo r  the adoption of m easures fo r  the a b o lit io n  of

Indian s la v e ry  and had s e c u re d  the support o f the two G lasgow

MR. 's ,  O sw ald  and D e n n is to u n , if  any such m easure  should be
0

proposed in P a r l ia m e n t .  Soon a f te r  the Annual M eeting  the com m ittee

agreed  to p e t it io n  P a r l ia m e n t  f o r  the R a ja 's  re s to ra t io n .  T h is

p e t i t io n ,  h o w e v e r ,  had not been sent and was s t i l l  in the hands of

the G . E .  S .  as la te  as the end of O c to b e r  1842. It seems that the

S o c ie ty  was w a it in g  f o r  the case to be p re s e n te d  b e fo re  the H ouse

o f Commons and f u r th e r  ac tion  on this m a t te r ,  i f  a n y , is not
9

r e f e r r e d  to in the M inute  B ooks. In May of 1842 at a p u b lic  

m eeting a re s o lu t io n  o f support f o r  the R a ja  was passed and at the 

ins tiga tion  o f  Thompson it w as  fo rw a rd e d  to him. 0 But th is  was  

l i t t le  m ore than going through the motions at the behest of Thompson

8 Ib id .

9  G. E .  S . Annual R e p o r t  1 8 4 2 , p. 8

10 G. E .  S .  M inute  Book I I I ,  5 May 1842
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who was p re p a r in g  to go to Ind ia  la te r  that y e a r .  D e s p ite  the

fact that in 1 8 3 9 -4 0  the G . E .  S . had p r in te d  and c irc u la te d  2 6 ,7 5 0

pam phlets and o th e r  p r in te d  m a te r ia l  on the s u b je c t^  and that the

R e p o rts  of 1842 and 1843 w e re  f i l le d  w ith  in form ation  concern ing

Thompson and B r i t is h  Ind ia  the G. E .  S .  n e v e r  r e a l ly  invo lved  i ts e l f

deeply w ith  the p ro b le m s  of Ind ia . It can only be said that the

S o c ie ty  took at best a p ass in g  in te re s t  in the E a s t  Ind ies  due

so le ly  to the e f fo r ts  of Thom pson. T h e  issue  of s la v e ry  in Ind ia

was of even less  con cern  to the S o c ie ty  and when re fe re n c e  was

made to i t ,  it was w ithout any rea l enthusiasm  and l i t t le  co n c e rte d

o r  o rg a n iz e d  action  in the p a r t  of the G . E .  S .  was d ire c te d  to w a rd s

its  ab o lit io n . T h e  re a s o n  fo r  this was that s la v e ry  in Ind ia  was

quite d i f fe re n t  fro m  that in the W est. In the W est s la v e ry  w as

built on a p o lic y  of c o e rc io n  in o r d e r  to exp lo it  a re s o u rc e  fo r  the

p ro f i t  o f  a few . In Ind ia  s la v e ry  was a lto g e th e r  a d i f fe re n t  m a tte r .

Indeed th e re  w e r e  in In d ia  s e v e ra l v a r ie t ie s  of s la v e ry  some o f  which
1 2w e re  qu ite  benign and even b e n e fic ia l to the s la v e s . E xcep t fo r

1 3condemning Ind ian s la v e ry  in i ts  R e p o rts  and A d pen d ices  , the  

G. E . S . did I i t t le  o r  noth ing o f a p ra c t ic a l  n a tu re  to e ffec t its  

abol it ion .

11 G . E .  S .  Annual R e p o r t  1 8 4 0 , p. 17

12 S la v e r y  in Ind ia  was of cou rse  no bed of ro s e s  and in some
c ases  q u ite  b ru ta l  but on the w hole  it d if fe re d  qu ite  r a d ic a l ly  
fro m  the W e s te rn  fo rm . S e e  D . R . B a n a j i ,  S la v e r y  in B r i t is h  
Ind ia  (Bom bay 1933) pp. 1 - 2 ,  2 0 ,  3 0 ,  8 1 ,  8 4 ,  1 0 6 -8 ,  1 3 2 -4 6 ,  
Ch. II p a s s im .

13 G. E .  S .  Annual R e p o rt  and A p p en d ix , 184 2 , 1843.

1 62



T h e  duties  le v ie d  on co lon ia l and fo re ig n  grow n sug ar w e re

o f a m ore  p e r t in e n t  and in tim ate  n a tu re  in th e ir  connection w ith  the

G . E .  S .  In the past G lasgow  had been one> o f the most im portant

ce n tre s  in the W est Ind ies  s u g a r  t ra d e  and the W est Ind ia  M e rch an ts

in the c ity  w e re  s t i l l  p o w erfu l and im portan t men. But d u rin g  the

campaign against s la v e ry  and a p p re n tic e s h ip  th e re  had been many
14

harsh  w o rd s  betw een the m erch an ts  and the anti s la v e ry  z e a lo ts .
1 5A ll of these  m erchants  w e re  staunch T o r ie s  so it is no w on der

given the past antagonism s and th e ir  p re s e n t  p o l i t ic a l  b e l ie fs  that

th e re  would be l i t t l e  love lost betw een these two segments of the

population . F o r  these reaso n s  it is not s u r p r is in g  that when the

subject of the S u g a r  D u tie s  was b ro a c h e d  to the G. E .  S .  it came

out s tro n g ly  in fa v o u r  of f r e e  t ra d e .  T h is  is not e n t i re ly  c o r r e c t

in that when it was f i r s t  brought up at a meeting in May 1841 the

S o c ie ty  dec ided  to do nothing about it as the com m ittee was d iv ided
1 6in sentim ent o v e r  it .  But h e re  it must be rem em bered  that at th is

time the S o c ie ty  was s t i l l  in the  th roes  of the s tru g g le  betw een the

p ro  and anti G a r r is o n  fa c t io n s  and any c o n s id e ra tio n  o r  d iscu ss io n

of the m a tte r  would have been a b s u rd ly  a n a c h ro n is t ic  to the issue

then at hand. T h is  in d e c is io n  was s h o rt ly  m odified to all out

support fo r  the G o v e rn m e n t's  m easu res  fo r  p ro m o tin g  F r e e  T r a d e

when a motion to that e ffe c t  was passed at a com m ittee m eeting of

18 June 1841. Soon a f te r  th is  at th e ir  Annual M eeting  the S o c ie ty

came out p u b l ic a l ly  in t h e i r  a p p ro v a l  o f the proposed red u c tio n  in
17the S u g a r  D u t ie s .  T h is  w as in d ir e c t  opposition to the stand  

taken by the B. F .  A . S .  S .  who held  that the expansion o f the s u g ar  

m arket by the opening up of the B r i t is h  m arke t w ould only s tim u la te

14 James Cl el and , A n n a ls  of G lasgow  C o m p ris in g  an Account of 
the P u b l ic  B u ild in g s ,  C h a r i t ie s  and the R is e  and P r o g r e s s  of 
the C ity  (G lasg o w  1816 2 v o ls . ) I I ,  3 7 4 -5
H in to n , M e m o irs  of W i l l ia m  Knibb pp. 1 4 4 -8 ,  1 5 6 -6 3 .  
T e v io td a le ,  "G la s g o w  P a r i ia m e n ta r y  C o nstitu en cy"  pp. 8 2 -3

15 T e v io td a le ,  "G la s g o w  P a r i  iam e n ta ry  C o n stitu en cy"  p. 83
16 G . E .  S . M inute  Book I I I ,  24 May 1841
1 7 Ib id , 18 June 1841 , 2 August 1 841.
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production  in o th er s u g ar p ro d u c in g  c o u n tr ie s ,  most of w hich  

p e rm itted  s la v e ry .  T h is  r is e  in the demand fo r  sugar w ould incu r  

a r is e  in the demand fo r  la b o u r  and in the case of the s laveho ld ing
1 g

co u n tr ie s  th is  would d i r e c t ly  s t im u la te  the s lave  tra d e . T o  th is

the G. E .  S . a n s w e re d  that it  was th e ir  b e l ie f  that a ll th ings being

equal f r e e  lab o u r was c h eap er  than s lave  la b o u r . T h e r e fo r e  a ll the

B r i t is h  West Ind ies  needed w as an abundant supply of f r e e  labo ur

which could be obtained fro m  A f r ic a  un der s t r ic t  G overnm ent

s u p erv is io n . T h e y  c la im ed  that m onopoly  had a lw ays  been the main

support of s la v e ry  and th e r e fo re  F r e e  T r a d e  would push s lave

labo ur out o f the m ark e t f o r ,  as they r e i t e r a t e d ,  f r e e  labour was

cheap er than s la v e  la b o u r . A s f a r  as f r e e  em ig ra tion  from  A f r ic a

to the W est Ind ies  they w e r e  again in d i r e c t  opposition  to the

B . F . A .  S .  S .  who held  that the so c a lle d  " f r e e 11 em ig ra t io n  would
1 9soon develop into a new s la v e  tra d e .

T h e  all out support w hich the G . E .  S .  had given F r e e  T r a d e  

in the beg inn ing was soon m odified  to a somewhat m ore  equivocal 

stand. The  Annual R e p o r t  of 1842 hedges on the v iew po in t it had 

p re v io u s ly  taken when it  s ta ted  "W e  by no means advocate  the 

in troduction  of S la v e  grow n S u g a r ,  on the  same term s w ith  B r i t is h  

f r e e  lab o u r p roduce; but we b e lie v e  that the B r i t is h  may produce  it 

as cheap , and we would in s is t  that they should be re q u ire d  to do so. " 

T h e  S o c ie ty  changed th is  somewhat m ore  the fo llo w in g  y e a r  when it 

ignored the issu e  of F r e e  T r a d e  and m e re ly  c a lle d  f o r  f r e e  m ig ra t io n  

of A f r ic a n s  to the W est Ind ies  w ith  re tu rn  passage g u aran teed .

18 M ath ie s o n , B r i t is h  S la v e  E m ancipation  pp. 1 5 7 -9

19 B . F .  A . S .  S .  P a p e r s ,  M. S . S .  B r .  Em p. S I 8. C 2 0 /3 6  
M u rra y  to S c o b le ,  3 June 1843 , M. S . S . B r .  Em p. S I  8. 
C 2 0 /3 8 ,  M u r ra y  to S c o b le ,  12 August 1843.

20 G. E .  S .  Annual R e p o r t  1 8 4 2 , p. 86
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fl
F in a l ly  on 12 A p r i l  1844 the S o c ie ty  com plete ly  re v e rs e d  its

fo rm e r  pos ition  and pe tit io n ed  P a r l ia m e n t  to admit fo re ig n  f r e e

grown s u g a r  and o th er  p rod ucts  from  all p a r ts  of the w o r ld  on the

same te rm s  as colonial produce  and that P a r l ia m e n t  should not

a g re e  to any m easure  (meaning equal duties on s la v e  grow n produce)

that would tend to in c re a s e  o r  extend the d u ra t io n  of s la v e ry  o r  the

s la v e  t ra d e .  T h e  p e tit io n  ca lle d  f o r  ,fthe a b o lit io n  of s la v e ry  by
21fisca l re g u la t io n s  based on m oral and p a c if ic  means. 11 Th us  

from  a po s itio n  of fu ll support of F r e e  T r a d e  the G. E .  S . had come  

full c i r c l e  and was now seeking  r e s t r ic t iv e  ta r i f fs  against s la v e  

grown p ro d u cts . In essence the S o c ie ty  supported  the th e o ry  of 

f r e e  t ra d e  but this stand had to be m odified in o r d e r  to c o rre s p o n d  

to its  h u m an ita r ian  sentim ents even at the r is k  of opposing the 

w id e s p re a d  popu lar support f o r  the e lim in a tio n  o f t ra d e  b a r r i e r s .

It is in te re s t in g  to note h e re  that the W est Ind ia  A s s o c ia t io n  of  

G lasgow  had , even b e fo re  the G. E .  S .  , been p e t it io n in g  P a r l ia m e n t  

along iden tica l l in e s . W h e re a s  its  stand b e fo re  the a b o lit io n  of 

s la v e ry  had been to demand pro te c t io n  against f r e e  grow n sug ar  

and to m in im ise  the e v i ls  of s la v e r y ,  it now demanded p ro te c tio n
22against s la v e  grown sugar and exag g e ra te d  the e v i ls  o f s la v e ry .

T h is  led to the r a th e r  unusual a l l ia n c e  b e tw e e n  the local W est  

Ind ia m erchan ts  and the G. E .  S . both of w hich sought the same  

ends though fo r  qu ite  d if fe re n t  reaso n s . T h e  G. E .  S . fo r  its  p a r t  

sought f o r  the p ro te c tio n  of W est Ind ia  s u g ar as an economic le v e r  

to fa c i l i t a te  the end o f s la v e ry  o r  at the v e ry  least to in h ib it  its  

p r o f i ta b i l i ty .  T h e  W est Ind ia  m erchants  sought the same ends in 

o r d e r  to re ta in  th e ir  monopoly. Soon a f te r  the G. E .  S .  took its  

stand f o r  p ro te c t io n  o f the W est India in te re s ts  the W est Ind ia  

A s s o c ia t io n  o f G lasgow  began encourag ing  its  e f fo r ts  by making

21 G . E .  S . M inute  Book I I I , 1 August 1 8 4 3 , 12 A p r i l  1844.
G. E .  S . Annual R e p o rt  1844 , pp. 1 1 -2

22 M inutes  of the W est India A s s o c ia t io n  of G lasgow  I ,  25
O c to b e r  1 8 3 0 ,  5 M a rc h  1 8 1 6 , 6 May 1 8 2 6 ,  5 May 1 841.
E r i c  W i l l ia m s ,  C a p ita lis m  and S la v e r y  (U n iv e rs i ty  o f N o r th  
C a r o l in a  P r e s s  1944) p. 141.
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23donations to enable the S o c ie ty  to c a r r y  out its  ag ita tio n .

T h is  gradual ch an g e  in the p o s itio n  o f the G. E .  S . led to a 

r a th e r  m uddleheaded and i l l  thought out proposal by M u r ra y  in re g a rd  

to the ren e w a l of a com m ercia l t re a ty  w ith B r a z i l  which was due to 

e x p ire  in N o vem b er 1844. H is  suggestion was that i f  B r a z i l  w anted  

its  s u g ar adm itted on the same status  as B r i t is h  f r e e  grown s u g a r ,

: it no tify  the B r i t is h  G overnm ent of the names of th e ir  p la n ta t io n s ,

■: th e ir  e x te n t ,  the number and d e s c r ip t io n  of the s la v e s  on each and  

I th e ir  s u g a r  would be adm itted fo r th w ith  p ro v id e d  they ag re e d  to
r

| c u lt iv a te  th e ir  p la n ta t io n s  and r a is e  th e ir  sug ar w ith  f r e e  la b o u r .

| But in o r d e r  to in s u re  that it  was f r e e  lab o u r B r i t is h  o f f ic ia ls  w e re
r

I to be appointed and p e rm itte d  to re s id e  on each p lan ta t io n  as  in s p e c to rs  

: to see that the p la n ta t io n s  w e re  so c u lt iv a te d . T h e s e  in s p e c to rs  w e re  

to c e r t i fy  that the sug ar was the p ro d u ct of f r e e  la b o u r .  T h is  would  

induce o th e rs  to g ive up s la v e ry  and consequently  s la v e ry  w ould  

g ra d u a lly  be abo lished . T h is  was in l in e  w ith  the S o c ie ty !s b e l ie f  

that the G overnm ent should apply f is c a l p re s s u re  on fo re ig n  s ta te s
24fo r  the a b o lit io n  of s la v e r y  through com m ercial t re a ty  n eg otia tio ns .

Upon re c e iv in g  th is  proposal in the fo rm  of a m em oria l L o r d  A b e rd ee n

acknowledged re c e ip t  and thanked him fo r  h is  com m unication , w hich
25was p ro b a b ly  m ore  than the proposal d e s e rv e d . Thom as C la rk s o n ,  

to whom a copy of the m em oria l had been s en t, was m ore  kind as he 

pointed out the u t te r  im p ra c t ic a b i l i ty  of having G overnm ent agents  

on e v e ry  p la n ta t io n  say ing that even the B r i t is h  G overnm ent could  

not a f fo rd  such a scheme. H e added in a le t t e r  the fo llo w in g  day

23 M inutes  o f the W est Ind ia  A s s o c ia t io n  of G lasgow  I ,
25 Ju ly  1 8 4 4 ,  8 S e p te m b e r 1 8 4 6 , 19 J a n u a ry  1848.

24 G. E .  S .  Annual R e p o rt  1843 , p. 13
G. E .  S .  M in u te  Book I I I ,  25 M arch  1844.
S e e  M em oria l to L o r d  A b erd een .

25 Ib id , R ep ly  of L o r d  A b e rd e e n , 11 A p r i l  1844.
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J1Be th e r e fo re  so good as to dev ise  some p la n ,  by which the few est

in s p e c to rs  could superin tend the g re a te s t  number of contiguous  
26es ta te s . 11 He d id ,  h o w e v e r ,  app ro ve  of the scheme as did Joseph  

27S tu rg e .  N oth ing  is even m entioned of the po ss ib le  a tt itu d e  the 

B r a z i l ia n s  may have held con cern ing  the p o s s ib i l i ty  o f having  

hundreds if  not thousands of B r i t is h  in sp ec to rs  s c u r ry in g  about 

th e ir  cou ntry  attem pting to d is c e rn  w hich w as f r e e  and w hich was  

s la v e  g ro w n  sug ar. One is tempted to specu la te  as to how such  

a proposa l w o u ld  have been re c e iv e d  had it been in troduced  into  

the neg otia tio ns  fo r  the new com m ercia l t re a ty .

T h e  im portance of all th is  concern  o v e r  f r e e  t ra d e  and f re e  

A fr ic a n  em ig ra tion  and f r e e  lab o u r goods v e rs u s  s lave  la b o u r  goods 

is not so much what was ach ieved (they ach ieved  nothing) but the  

fact that it i l lu s t ra te s  the kind o f  m an  who made up the m em bership  

of the G. E .  S . and in th is  the G. E .  S .  was a m icrocosm  of the  

general m iddle c lass  re fo rm  s o c ie t ie s  of the day. By and la rg e  

the cast of men constitu ting  the G . E .  S .  p laced  e v e ry  confidence  

in the a b i l i ty  of the G overnm ent to handle any s itu a tio n  o r  prob lem  

abroad  as w ell as at home. T h ey  fe lt  that the G overnm ent could o r  

would u n d e rta k e  to c o r r e c t  abuses s im ply  because it had been  

convinced that the s ituation  o r  s ta te  was in some way m o ra lly  w rong  

and un der its  guidance any p lan  could be u n d e r ta k e n , any w rong  

r ig h te d . T h is  re f le c te d  the u n d e r ly in g  philosophy of the c a s te ,  

i . e .  e f f ic ie n t  ru le  based upon the com m ittee p ro c e d u re  and 

e f fe c t iv e  governm ent s u p e rv is io n . G iven d ire c t io n  and e n lig h te n 

ment any pow erfu l s ta te  such as B r i ta in  could a c h ie v e  the typ e  of 

soc ie ty  e ls e w h e re  that they fe lt  to be in e x is te n c e  in th e ir  own  

cou ntry  -  a soc ie ty  which p re a c h e d  in e v ita b le  p ro g re s s  and the

26  G. E .  S .  M isce lla n e o u s  P a p e r s , C la rk s o n  to M u r r a y ,  3
A p r i l  1 8 4 4 , 4 A p r i l  1844.

27 G. E .  S .  M inute  Book I I I , 12 A p r i l  1844.

167



freedom  to ach ieve  success by personal d r iv e  and am bition. To

atta in  th is  goal even fo re ig n  in te rv e n t io n  into the in s t itu tio n s  of o th er

c o u n tr ie s  by the G overnm ent was not ru le d  out. B e a r in g  w itn e s s  to

this is a m em orial by the G. E .  S . to L o r d  A b e rd ee n  of 22 F e b r u a r y ,

184 4 , c a l l in g  fo r  the Governm ent to ins is t upon an agreem ent w ith

B r a z i l  in the ren ew a l of the fo r th c o m in g  com m ercia l t re a ty  w h e re b y

B r i ta in  w ould be a llow ed  to p lace  perm anent o f f ic ia ls  in B r a z i l  at

su ita b le  p la c e s  to p reven t s la v e  tra d in g  o r  encroachm ents  on the

l ib e r ty  o f f r e e  im ported A f r ic a n  la b o u re rs .  F o r  th is  pu rp o s e  th e re

was to be a f u l l ,  exact and com plete r e g is t r y  of all B r a z i l ia n  s la v e s

w ith  a d e s c r ip t io n  at the tim e of concluding the t re a ty .  F u r t h e r  it

would be a g reed  that "no E m ig ra n ts  (w e re  to be) landed w ithout due

p re v io u s  notice  given to one o f the o f f ic ia ls  so that the land ing may

take p la c e  under h is  inspection" and that the B r i t is h  o f f ic ia ls  w ould

have f r e e  access  to a ll the em ig ran ts  and the s lave  r e g is t r y  until
28B ra z i l  abo lished  s ia v e ry .  T h e  a b o lit io n is ts  wanted the B r i t is h

G overnm ent to use its  econom ic, com m ercia l and in d u s tr ia l might

to fo rc e  o th er  c o u n tr ie s  to acqu iesce  in th e ir  stand re g a rd in g

s la v e ry  and to in s u re  success they w e re  to back up that fo r c e  w ith

governm ent fu n c t io n a r ie s .

T h e  c o n tro v e rs y  s u rro u n d in g  f r e e  tra d e  v e rs u s  p ro te c t iv e

t a r i f f  against s lave grown prod uce  and f r e e  e m ig ra tio n  v e rs u s

r e s t r ic te d  e m ig ra t io n  continued w e l l  into 1848 even though in 1846

the G overnm ent had d r a s t ic a l ly  reduced  the sugar t a r i f f .  O nce

again the p o lic y  of the G. E .  S .  changed and once again  the

com m ittee w e re  unable to make up th e ir  minds as to w hich w as the
29most e f fe c t iv e  means of f ighting  s la v e ry .  H o w e v e r ,  by th is  

time it r e a l ly  made no d if fe re n c e  fo r  the W est Indian in te r e s ts ,

28 Ib id ,  17 F e b r u a r y  1844.

29 Ib id ,  9 May 1848.
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unable to compete w ith  s lave  la b o u r ,  w e re  p r a c t ic a l ly  f in is h e d  as  

a s ig n if ic a n t economic fo rc e .  ^

S in c e  the days o f the c o n tro v e rs y  aroused  by G a r r is o n  in 

1840-1  the G. E .  S .  had been on bad term s w ith  the B . F . A .  S .  S .

T h e  p r im a r y  reason fo r  th is  w as of cours  e the B. F ,  A . S .  S .  *s 

j anti G a r r is o n  stand and th e ir  support fo r  the equally  anti G a r r is o n

A . F .  A . S .  S . T h is  antagonism is now here  so ev iden t as in the  

| co rresp on den ce  between the two s o c ie t ie s  ra n g in g  from  th e ir
f

| d isag reem en ts  concern ing  f r e e  t ra d e  and f r e e  em ig ra t io n  to the
i

c a ll in g  of a second W o r ld  C onvention in 1843. T h e  c o rre s p o n d e n c e

c o n c e rn in g  the proposed W o r ld  Convention is e s p e c ia l ly  i l lu s t r a t iv e

of the il l  fe e l in g  between the two groups. About one y e a r  a f te r  the

f i r s t  W o r ld  Convention the B. F .  A . S .  S .  re s o lv e d  to look into the
31p ro p r ie ty  of holding a second such convention in 1842 o r  1843.

In G lasgow  this proposal met w ith  a f ro s ty  re c e p tio n  and the com m ittee

passed a re s o lu t io n  stating  it w as in e x p e d ie n t  of the B . F . A .  S .  S .  to

come to any d e c is io n  re g a rd in g  an o th er convention w ithou t f i r s t
32consulting the A . A . S .  S . , something the B . F .  A . S .  S .  was

obviously  not p re p a re d  to do. Soon a f te rw a rd s  the G. E .  S .  dec ided

to postpone any con s idera tio n  o f such a convention until a f te r  it
33had heard  from  A m e r ic a ,  m eaning of cou rse  the A . A . S .  S .  T h e

B . F . A .  S . S .  had m eanw hile  re c e iv e d  an encourag ing  resp on se  from

many of the B r i t is h  anti s la v e ry  s o c ie ties  w ith ,  as could be e x p e c te d ,
34the exception of the G. E .  S . M u rra y  had w r i t te n  a le t t e r  s ta t in g  

that he doubted the G. E .  S . w o u ld  approve  such a convention and  

dem anded to know exactly  who the B . F . A .  S .  S .  had consulted  in

30 T e v io td a le ,  "G la s g o w  P a r l ia m e n ta ry  C o nstitu en cy"  p. 82  
W il l ia m s ,  C a p ita lis m  and S l a v e r y  p. 152

31 B . F .  A . S .  S .  P a p e r s ,  M. S .  S .  B r .  Em p. S 1 8 . C /4 5

32 G. E .  S .  M inute Book M l,  18 June 1841

33 Ib id ,  20 July 1841

34 B. F .  A . S .  S . M inute Book I ,  M inute 3 6 8 , 15 S e p te m b e r  1841
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A m e r ic a  when they w e re  enq u ir ing  about ano th er convention.

In o th er  w o rd s ,  M u r ra y  w as ask ing  if  the B . F .  A . S .  S . had

secured  the approval of the A . A . S .  S .  b e fo re  c a ll in g  fo r  another

W o r ld  C onvention . L a t e r  in the e a r ly  p a r t  of 1843 a f te r  the

in v ita t io n s  had been sent fo r  the Second W o r ld  A n t i - S la v e r y

C o n ven tio n , M u r r a y ,  who had enq u ired  about w h eth er o r  not women

w e re  to be a llo w e d  as d e le g a te s , w ro te  S c o b le  a le t te r  w hich is

typ ica l o f the exchange between the two so c ie t ie s . H e  w ro te ,  Ml

was at length fa v o u re d  w ith  yours  of the 20th in re p ly  to m ine of the  
3 617th u lt .  at leas t the only re p ly  w hich it seems you can g ive

w ithout a dec is io n  o f the Com m ittee upon the m atte r. 11 He went

on to call the le t t e r  " u n s a t is fa c to ry " .  M u r r a y ’ s le t te r  im plies

that S c o b le ’ s re p ly  to h is  f i r s t  le t te r  was m ere ly  a short note

accom panied by a c i r c u la r  stating that the "D e le g a te s  a re  to be 
37G e n tle m e n " . T h is  would c e r ta in ly  have been m ore than 

u n s a tis fa c to ry  to the often i r a s c ib le  M u r ra y  e s p e c ia l ly  in light of 

th e ir  e a r l i e r  d is a g re e m en ts .

35 B . F .  A . S .  S .  P a p e r s ,  M. S . S . B r .  Emp. S I 8. C 9 /3 2 ,
M u r ra y  to T r e d g o ld ,  9 S e p te m b e r  1841

36 M u r r a y ’ s f i r s t  le t te r  stated that be fo re  the G. E .  S .  would  
approve  any de leg a tes  to the forthcom ing convention they  
would I ik e  to know if  the B . F .  A . S . S .  intended m aking al I 
the a rra n g e m e n ts  as to who would speak , w hen , what would  
be d iscussed and the reco g n itio n  of de leg ates . In s h o r t ,  was  
the B . F .  A . S .  S .  making a ll  the a rra n g e m e n ts  beforehand o r  
would they be le ft  fo r  the C onvention to decide. S e e
B . F .  A . S .  S .  P a p e r s , M. S .S .  B r .  Emp. S 1 8. C 2 0 / 3 0 , M u r ra y  
to S c o b le ,  1 6 F e b r u a r y  1843.

37 B . F .  A . S .  S .  P a p e r s .  M. S . S .  B r .  Emp. S I 8. C 2 0 /3 3 ,  M u rra y
to S c o b le ,  24 M arch  1843. F o r  f u r th e r  exam ples of the te rs e  and 
often h o s ti le  co rre s p o n d e n c e  between the two s o c ie ties  see Ib id , 
M. S . S . B r .  Em p. S I  8. C 2 1 /1  0 9 ,  Sm eal to S c o b le ,  14 F e b ru a ry  
1844. M. S .  S . B r .  Emp. S1 8. C 9 /3 2 ,  M u r ra y  to T r e d g o ld ,  9 
S e p te m b e r  1841. M. S . S . B r .  Emp. S I 8. C 2 0 /3 6 ,  M u r ra y  to 
S c o b le ,  3 June 1843. M. S .  S .  B r .  Emp. S 1 8. C 1 1 2 /11  8 6 ,  M u rra y  
to B . F ,  A , S .  S .  C om m ittee , 6 A p r i l  1844. M. S .  S . B r .  Emp.
S 1 8 .  C 2 0 /3 4 ,  M u r ra y  to S c o b le ,  31 May 1843. M. S .  S .  B r .
Em p. S I 8. C 9 / 3 3 ,  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  of T re d g o ld  to M u r r a y ,  9 
S ep tem b er 1 8 4 1 .M . S . S .  B r .  Emp. S1 8. C 2 0 / 3 0 , M u r ra y  to 
S c o b le ,  1 6 F e b r u a r y  1843. S e e  a lso R eso lu tions  And C o r r e s 
pondence o f the G. E .  S . S in c e  the ArrMVcil Of Joh n 'A . Col I ins.
passim .



D u e m ain ly  to the an im osity  e x is t in g  betw een the G . E .  S .  and

the B . F .  A . S .  S .  the G . E .  S . p layed  v e ry  l i t t le  r o le  in the Second

W o r ld  Anti S la v e r y  Convention w hich met in London on 1 3 June

1843. It w ill  be rem em bered that a t the f i r s t  such convention

the G. E .  S .  had appointed tw e n ty -s ix  d e le g a te s , ten of whom

attended. T h is  time the G. E .  S . on ly  appointed s ix  de legates

R o b e rt  G ra h a m e , Thomas G ra h a m e , John D en n is to u n , James

O s w a ld , M c G re g o r  L a i r d  and John M u r ra y .  O f the s ix  only two
38attended , L a i r d ,  who w as an h o n o ra ry  m em ber, and M u rra y .

F o r  his  p a r t  L a i r d  p layed  an a c t iv e  r o le  in the in c o n c lu s ive  debate

o v e r  f r e e  tra d e  by proposing a motion which echoed the po s itio n  of

the G . E .  S . e x a c tly  and in th is  he w as seconded by M u r ra y .  H o w e v e r ,
39since the issue was f in a l ly  d ro p p e d , it w a s  r a th e r  a f ru i t le s s  e f fo r t .

A t th is  stage it  must be sa id  that s ince the te rm in a tio n  o f  

app re n tic e s h ip  in 1838 the G. E .  S .  had been unable  to c o n tr ib u te  

anything of a p o s it iv e  n a tu re  to the f ig h t against s la v e ry .  N e v e r th e 

less it did rem ain  a c t iv e  and in te re s t  w ith in  the S o c ie ty  rem ained  

strong  as evidenced by the f a i r l y  numerous attendance at the  

com mittee m eetings. Com m ittee m eetings and c o rre s p o n d e n c e ,  

h o w e v e r ,  had l i t t le  e ffec t on the p u b lic  at la rg e  and an issue o r  

c o n tro v e rs y  was needed that would s t i r  up po pu lar  enthusiasm and 

once again  p lace  s la v e ry  in fro n t o f the p u b lic  eye. It was at th is  

point that a p u re ly  S co tt ish  inc ident re k in d le d  popu lar enthusiasm  

against s la v e ry .

In e a r ly  1843 a la rg e  segment of the C hurch  of S co tlan d  

d is s o c ia ted  i ts e l f  from  the G enera l A ssem bly  and form ed the F r e e  

Church of S c o tla n d . T h is  was caused by the long fe s te r in g  issue  

of p a tro n ag e  and the S ta te 1 s in te r fe re n c e  in the in te rn a l a f fa i rs  of

38 B . F .  A .  S .  S .  P a p e r s , M. S .  S .  B r .  Emp. S I  8. C21 / 1 08 , Smeal 
to S c o b le ,  7 June 1843. J. F .  Johnson, P ro c e e d in g s  of the 
W o rld  Anti S la v e r y  Convention (London 1844). S e e  lis t of 
de leg ates .

39 Ib id ,  see p ro ce e d in g s  fo r  19 June 1843.
T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  p. 157
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the E s ta b lis h e d  C h u rch . T h is  new church w hich w as led by

Thom as C h a lm ers  inc luded some of the most res p e c te d  m in is te rs

of the cou ntry . It w as the in ten tion  of those m in is te rs  to set up the

F r e e  C h urch  along id en tica l l in e s  as the E s ta b lis h e d  C h u rch  had

been o rg a n iz e d  w ith  the exception  o f being connected w ith  the  S ta te .

F o r  th is  a g re a t  deal o f money was re q u ire d  fo r  b u ild in g  new

c h u rc h e s , paying the m in is te rs  and supporting  its  v a r io u s  m is s io n a ry

and dom estic  schem es. T h is  money had to be obta ined  through

v o lu n ta ry  co n tr ib u tio n s  s in c e  hav ing  b ro k e  off th e ir  connection

w ith  the S ta te  the F r e e  K i r k  had to be s e lf  supporting . It was

u n d e r  these c irc u m s ta n c e s  that the F r e e  C h urch  G en e ra l A ssem bly

despatched a deputation to the U n ite d  S ta te s  seeking  f in a n c ia l a id.

T h is  m ission would have been o f  no d ire c t  concern  to the G . E .  S .

had not its  m em bers v is i te d  the S o u th e rn  S ta te s  and c o lle c te d  a

substantia l amount of money fro m  the s la v e  holding m em bers o f  the

P r e s b y t e r ia n  chu rc h e s . O f o v e r  £ 3 , 9 5 0  c o lle c te d  in A m e r ic a  in

1 8 4 3 -4  it is estim ated that a p p ro x im a te ly  £ 3 , 0 0 0  came from  the
40S o u th , much of it from  C h a r le s to n  South C a ro l in a .  When news  

of th is  b ro k e  it caused an im m ediate fu r o r e  not on ly  in S c o tla n d  but 

in A m e r ic a  as wel I . L e w i s T a p p a n , the Ie a d e r  o f  the A . F .  A . S .  S .  , 

w ro te  to S tu rg e  that Thom as C h a lm e rs ' defence of r e c e iv in g  the

40 A c ts  O f  the F r e e  C h urch  O f S co tlan d  1 8 4 3 -1 8 4 7  (E d in b u rg h  1847) 
S e e  A b s tra c t  o f the P u b l ic  Accounts  of the F r e e  C hurch  of  
S co tla n d  fo r  the p e r io d  from  May 18 , 1843 to M arch  3 0 ,  1844  
appended to the A c ts  of the A s s e m b ly ,  M D C C C X L V  27 M ay 1844. 
P ro c e e d in g s  of the G e n e ra l A ssem bly  of the F r e e  C hurch  of  
S cotland  H e ld  in E d in b u rg h ,  May 1847 (E d in bu rg h  1847)  
pp. 2 6 5 -2 7 4 .  Both the A c ts  of the F r e e  C hurch  and the  
P ro c e e d in g s  o f the G en era l A ssem bly a re  to be found in the  
N ew  C o l le g e  L i b r a r y ,  E d in b u rg h  under E1 2 /6 3 - 6 5 .
G eorge  S h e p p e rs o n , " T h e  F r e e  C hurch  and A m e ric a n  
S la v e r y "  p. 1 26.
W itn e s s , 10 June 1846
M e r r i l l ,  A g a in s t W ind and T id e  pp. 1 8 6 -7
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m oney, 11 is to put down what we have been attem pting fo r  10 y e a rs

to bu ild  up -  It  is  tak ing  sides w ith  re l ig io u s  p ro fe s s o rs  who hold

s la v e s ,  whose consciences have been reached  by a n t is la v e ry

discuss ions . It is a d m in is te r in g  an op ia te  to N o r th e rn  p r o - s la v e r y

m in is te rs  who have been p laced  in an aw kw ard  pos ition  by A n t i -
41S la v e r y  argum ents and e n t r e a t ie s .11 G a r r is o n  gave the con

t ro v e rs y  w ide  c o verag e  in T h e  L ib e r a t o r .  Indeed , at the height

of the campaign in 1846 he gave it m ore c o v e ra g e  than the M exican
42W a r  in whi ch the U n ite d  S ta te s  was then em b ro iled .

In G lasgow  the G. E . S . im m ediate ly  tu rned  on the F r e e

C h urch  fo r  accepting the "B lo o d  M oney". T h e  v e ry  fa c t  that the

K i r k  had sent a deputation to the South to s o l ic i t  money must have

been p a r t ic u la r ly  ga llin g  to the committeemen and e s p e c ia l ly  to

Smeal and M u rra y .  T h e  w hole idea of w ithho ld ing  fe llo w s h ip  w ith

s laveho ld ing  churches  had been one of the c o rn e rs to n e s  upon which
43th e ir  society  had been based. F o r  an im portan t church in th e ir  

own b a i l iw ic k  to p u b lic ly  accept con tr ib u tio n s  from  such a sou rce  

was obviously  hum ilia ting  and in to le ra b le .  It was a s u re  ind ication  

that the S o c ie ty  had fa i le d  to in d o c tr in a te  an im portan t s e c to r  of 

the local churchm en. T h is  is unders tan dab le  i f  not qu ite  excusab le  

when it is rem em bered  th a t ,  w ith  few  e x c e p tio n s , the E s ta b lis h e d  

C hurch up to 1843 had p layed  almost no r o le  p u b lic ly  o r  p r iv a te ly  

in the a c t iv ity  of the G. E .  S . and consequently  had been f a r  less  

exposed to Its  propaganda than the a r e a ’ s D issen ting  c le rg y .

41 A b le  and K l in g b e rg ,  A  S id e -L ig h t  on A n g lo -A m e r ic a n  
R ela tio n s  p . 1 97

42 M e r r i l l  , A g a in s t W ind  and T id e  p. 21 1

43 G. E .  S .  Annual R e p o rt  18 3 5 ,  p. 2 3 ,  1836 p. 6 .
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T h e  most im portan t fa c to r  was not so much the amount of money

c o lle c te d ,  because the F r e e  C hurch  was c o lle c t in g  money at an
44aston ish ing  ra te .  W hat p a r t ic u la r ly  d is tu rb e d  the a b o li t io n is ts

was that the F r e e  C hurch defended its  r ig h t  to accept the money

and e n te r  into fe llo w s h ip  w ith  the p ro  s la v e ry  churches  of the

South. Thomas C h a lm e rs ,  the le a d e r  o f the F r e e  C h u rc h , s ta ted

the position  of the F r e e  K i r k  re g a rd in g  p ro  s la v e ry  S o u th e rn
45churches  in a le t te r  to the W itn ess  in May 1845. In essence  

the pos ition  was that w h ile  s la v e ry  as an in s t itu tio n  was to be 

d e p lo re d ,  th e re  w e re  no S c r ip tu r a l  o r  e th ica l grounds to w ith d ra w  

from  fe llo w s h ip  w ith  these chu rch es . "Condemn the sin but love  

the s in n e r"  w as the basis  of h is  argum ent. W h ile  this may have  

been a convenient position  fo r  the F r e e  C hurch  to ta k e ,  it c e r ta in ly  

made l i t t le  im press ion  among the S c o tt is h  a b o lit io n is ts  who 

rep e a te d ly  condemned both the sin and the s in n e r .  T h e  v e ry  idea  

of p la c a tin g  such z e a lo ts  as Smeal and M u rra y  and the o th e r  G. F .  S .  

mem bers w ith  an argum ent such as th is  could h a rd ly  be said to have  

been enlightened . H o w e v e r ,  th e re  is doubt w h eth er o r  not the  

F r e e  Church had any s e r io u s  in tention of ju s t ify in g  its  stand to 

the a b o lit io n is ts .  As the F r e e  K i r k  fu l ly  r e a l iz e d  the m ere  act of 

defending the holding of fe llo w s h ip  w ith  s laveho ld ing  chu rch es

44 Money was coming into the c o ffe rs  of the F r e e  C hurch  at the 
ra te  of o v e r  £1 ,0 0 0  a week and at the G enera l A ssem bly  of 
the F r e e  C hurch  in 1844 it was re p o r te d  that the church  
had c o llec ted  £ 3 6 8 ,6 1  3. 14s. 8d. fo r  its  bu ild ing  fund and 
v a r io u s  schemes and had a ba lan ce  in the bank of £ 3 3 , 1 2 9 .  6s. 5d. 
S e e  A c ts  of the G enera l A ssem bly of the F r e e  C hurch  of  
S cotland  1844 , p~55.
P ro c e e d in g s  of the G en era l A ssem bly of the F r e e  C h u rch  of 
Scotland  1 8 4 4 , p. 244
J. M. R e id ,  K i r k  and N a t io n ,  T h e  S to ry  of the R eform ed  
Church of S co tlan d  (London 1960) p. 143

45 W il l ia m  H an na , M em oirs  of the L i f e  and W r it in g s  of Thom as  
C h a lm e r s D .D .  L .  L .  D . (London 1852 4 v o l s . ) I V ,  5 8 2 -9 1 .
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46im p lie d , ju s t ly  o r  u n ju s t ly ,  approva l o f the s la v e  system and 

consequently  the less said on its  p a r t  the b e t te r .  It c e r ta in ly  had 

no in tention of sending any of the money back.

T h e  G. E .  S . in it ia te d  its  "S e n d  B ack  T h e  Money" campaign  

at a p u b lic  meeting in A n d e rs o n 's  John S t r e e t  Chapel on 14 M arch

1844. T h e  meeting passed a re s o lu t io n  proposed by Rev. G eo rg e  

J e f f re y  of the U n ite d  S e c ess io n  C h u rc h  w hich c a lle d  fo r  the F r e e  

C hurch  :

" ,  . . to acquit them selves as becomes C h r is t ia n s  and 
Scotsm en in re g a rd  to p e c u n ia ry  c o n tr ib u tio n s  from  
A m e ric a n  S la v e h o ld e rs ;  and in p a r t ic u la r ,  the 
con tr ibu tio ns  sent them from  C h a r le s to n  South  
C a ro l in a  and not to accept of such but to re fu s e  and 
send them back to the d o n o r, accom panied w ith  a 
fa ith fu l and p la in  dea ling  testim ony to the A m e ric a n  
C h urches  aga inst S la v e r y . "

T h e  m eeting also d re w  up and sent to the G lasgow F r e e  C h urch
47P r e s b y te r y  a reso lu t io n  to that e f fe c t .  T h e  P r e s b y te r y  re c e iv e d

48it on A p r i l  3 rd  and im m ediate ly  tab led  it . T h is  is n o t, as it would

seem , because it d is a g re e d  w ith  the sentim ents  of the re s o lu t io n .

On the c o n tra ry  they v e ry  much ag re e d  w ith  the re s o lu t io n  exclud ing

of co u rs e  the p a r t  concern ing  re tu rn in g  the money. H o w e v e r ,  the

p o licy  of the F r e e  Church was to s tea d fa s t ly  re fu se  to act upon any

p e t i t io n ,  m em orial o r  re s o lu t io n  tra n sm itte d  to it by o th er  than
49

th e ir  own p re s b y te r ie s  , cou rts  o r  people . T h is  could not have

46  P ro c e e d in g s  of the G e n e ra l A ssem bly of the F r e e  C hurch  of 
S co tlan d  May 1846. S e e " F re e  C hurch  G e n e ra l Assem bly  to 
G enera l Assem bly of the P r e s b y te r ia n  C hurch  in the U n ite d  
S ta te s  of A m erica" in  the p ro ceed in g s  of June 2 ,  1846 in 
Appendix  p p . 5 0 -2 .

47 G. E . S . M inute  Book I I I ,  14 M arch  1844

48 S co tt is h  R e c o rd  O f f ic e ,  G lasgow  F r e e  C hurch  P r e s b y te r y  
M in u te s , 1 8 4 3 -8  C H / 1 4 6 / 3 4 .  3 A p r i l  1844.

49 P ro c e e d in g s  of the G en era l Assem bly  of the F r e e  C hurch  of 
S c o tlan d  May 1847 p. 264
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been known to the G . E . .  S .  and fo llo w in g  this  p u b lic  m eeting the

S o c ie ty  sent copies of the re s o lu t io n  to e v e ry  P r e s b y te r y  and

Synod C le r k  of the F r e e  Church in S co tlan d  and to the M o d e ra to r

of its  G en e ra l A ssem bly . T h e  M o d e ra to r ,  Rev. H e n ry  G r e y ,

b luntly  re fu sed  to lay the m a tte r  b e fo re  the Assem bly c la im ing  that

it would come up by o v e r tu r e ,  which indeed is what happened
50though in a much w a te re d  down fo rm . T h e  o v e r tu re  p re s e n te d

by the synod of L o th ian  and T w e e d d a le  was fe lt  by G re y  to be

attended by d i f f ic u lt ie s  and, at the suggestion of R evs . C an d lish

and Cunningham , it had been sent to com mittee w h e re  it was

v i r tu a l ly  ignored . T h e  re p o r t  of the com m ittee , o f  w hich C an d lish

was c h a irm a n , b e a rs  this out by ign oring  the c e n tra l issues of

C h r is t ia n  F e l lo w s h ip  and the rec ep tio n  of funds. T h e  r e p o r t ,

which was b r ie f  and n o n -c o m m itta l,  s ta tes  :

" T h e  Com m ittee cannot but c o n s id e r  it  the duty of 
C h r is t ia n  C h u rc h e s , as such, to set them selves  
against the m anifo ld abuses of s la v e r y ,  and to aim  
d ec id ed ly  at its  abo lit io n ; nor can they conce ive  
of C h r is t ia n  C h urches  g iv ing th e ir  sanction to th is  
ins titu tio n  w ithout painful apprehension of the 
resp on s ib il ity w hich they must in that case in c u r  in 
r e fe re n c e  to the law s which re g u la te  it and the 
c a la m it ie s  which f lo w  from  i t . n5 l

T h is  seems to have m olified  the G. E .  S . te m p o ra r i ly  fo r  at its

Annual M eeting  in August 1844 it passed a re s o lu t io n  thankful that

the F r e e  C hurch  had d ire c te d  its  a tten tion  to both the question of

s la v e ry  and , somewhat o p t im is t ic a l ly ,  the rec e p tio n  o f money from

50 P ro c e e d in g s  o f  the G enera l A ssem bly o f the F r e e  C hurch  of  
S co tlan d  1844" S e e  proceed ing s  of 24 May 1844 pp. 1 6 3 -4  
G. E .  S .  M inute  Book I I I ,  25 M arch  184 4 , H e n ry  G re y  to 
M u rra y  and Smeal 21 May 1844.
N ew  C o lle g e  L i b r a r y ,  E d in b u rg h . C h a lm e rs  C o l le c t io n ,
C and lish  to C h a lm e rs ,  10 Ju ly  1844.

51 W il l ia m  W ils o n  D . D . , M e m o ria ls  o f R o b e rt  Sm ith  C and lish  P . D . 
(E d in bu rg h  1880) p. 349
G. E . S .  M inute  Book 111, 1 Ju ly  1844 , G re y  to Sm eal and M u r r a y ,  
21 June 1844. P ro c e e d in g s  o f the G en era l Assem bly  of the 
F r e e  C hurch of S c o tlan d  1 8 4 4 , see the p ro c eed in g s  of 24 May 
1844 pp. 1 6 3 -4  fo r  the po s itio n  of C and lish  and Cunningham.
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52s laveho ld ing  chu rches . T h is  a tt itu d e  changed a b ru p tly  due to a

published le t te r  from  C h a lm e rs  to the R ev . D r .  Smyth of C h a r le s to n

South C a ro l in a  of 25 S ep tem ber 1844 in which he defended accepting

the money and stated :

n I do not need to a s s u re  you how l i t t le  I sym path ise w ith  
those who -  because s la v e ry  happens to p re v a il  in the  
S o uthern  S ta te s  of A m e r ic a  -  would u n c h r is t ia n is e  that 
w hole reg ion ; and who even c a r r y  th e ir  e x tra v a g a n ce  
so fa r  as to a f f irm  th a t ,  so long as it su b s is ts , no 
fe llo w sh ip  o r  in terchange of good o ff ic e s  should take  
p lace  w ith  its  churches o r  its  m in is te r s .1153

T h is  made it qu ite  evident that the F r e e  C hurch  had no in tention  of  

doing anything at all o r  of even tak in g  the issue  s e r io u s ly  and con

sequently  the G. E .  S . c a lle d  another p u b lic  m eeting to m e m o ria lis e  

the C hurch . T h e  M em oria l , o f  which 1000 copies w e re  p r in te d  and 

d is tr ib u te d  to v a r io u s  churches and m in is te r s ,  s tated  : *

n Th at th is  S o c ie ty  is deeply g r ie v e d  at the in d if fe re n c e  
w ith  which this im portant subject appears  to be v iew ed  
by the F r e e  C hurch  and fe a r s  that re l ig io u s  Body is not 
s u ff ic ie n tly  im pressed w ith  the p e rn ic io u s  e ffec t which  
w il l  undoubtedly re s u lt  to the A nti S la v e r y  cause from  
the m ere  presum ption in the U n ite d  S ta te s  that such a 
la rg e  and in fluen tia l section of the C h r is t ia n  C hurch  in 
this C o un try  is fa v o u ra b le  to s la v e r y ,  from  the fact of 
th e ir  re c e iv in g  Jhe a fo re s a id  C o n tr ib u tio n s  from  A m e ric a n  
S la v e h o ld e r s .11

T h is  m eeting is e s p e c ia l ly  in te re s t in g  because of those who 

took p a r t  in it. T h e  main s p e a k e rs ,  R evs. R i tc h ie ,  In g ra m , B ates  

and J e f f re y  w e r e  all m in is te rs  of denom inations that had been  

attacked p u b lic a lly  by C h a lm e rs  and it w as now th e ir  tu rn  to re tu rn

52 G . E .  S .  M inute Book I I I ,  1 August 1844

53 H an na , M em oirs  of D r .  C h a lm e rs  I V ,  5 8 1 -2

54 G . E .  S .  M inute Book I I I ,  18 N o vem b er 1844.
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55the honour which they did w ith gusto. It should be s tated  h e re  that

th is  antagonism was not based so le ly  on d is a g re e m e n ts  o v e r  s la v e ry .

Long b e fo re  the D is ru p t io n  in 1843 the E v a n g e lic a ls  among the

D iss e n tin g  c le rg y  had been highly  c r i t ic a l  o f the E s ta b l is h e d  C hurch
56because of th e ir  connection w ith  the S ta te .  T h is  in v a r ia b ly  led to 

ill  fe e lin g s  between the two fac tio n s  which was s t i l l  v e ry  much in 

evidence a f te r  the D is ru p t io n . So it  was w ithout any qualms that 

these men undertook to assail the F r e e  C h u rch . Up until the o u t

b re a k  o f the c o n tro v e rs y  th re e  of these fou r m in is te rs  In g ra m ,

Bates and J e f f re y  had shown l i t t le  in te re s t  in the anti s la v e ry  m ove

ment so it is rea s o n a b le  to assume that u l t e r io r  m otives stemming  

from  e a r l i e r  q u a r r e ls  and m ore la te ly  by C h a lm ers  a ttacks  w e re  the 

basis fo r  th e ir  new found a n t is la v e ry  a rd o u r .

A s the tim e fo r  the next G en era l A ssem bly of the F r e e  C h urch  

approached the G. E .  S . set about p r in t in g  up propaganda condemning  

the F r e e  C hurch  fo r  accepting  fe llo w s h ip  w ith  s laveho ld ing  chu rch es .

In F e b r u a r y  of 1845 the S o c ie ty  had p r in te d  a la rg e  number of an
57address  by H e n ry  C. W r ig h t  to the F r e e  C hurch  re g a rd in g  th is  

58fe llo w s h ip . About a month la te r  it had p r in te d  up a n o th er c i r c u la r

55 R ic e ,  " T h e  S c o tt is h  F a c to r  In T h e  F ig h t  A ga ins t A m e r ic a n  
S la v e r y 11 p. 286. G lasgow A r g u s , 21 N o vem ber 1844.
Both J e ffre y  and R itc h ie  w e re  of the U n ite d  S e c e s s io n  C h u rc h .  
R ev. B ates  was of the R eform ed P r e s b y te r ia n  C h urch  w h ile  
Ingram  was an Independent C ongregationa l m in is te r .

56 W il I iam L a w  M ath ieso n , C hurch  and R eform  In S c o t la n d , A  
H is to ry  F ro m  1797 to 1843. (G lasgow  1916) pp. 2 7 9 -8 1 .

57 W r ig h t  was an A m e ric a n  a n t i -w a r  advocate  w h o  spent the y e a rs
betw een 1841 and 1847 in B r i ta in  p re a c h in g  n o n -re s is ta n c e  and 
abo lition ism . P re v io u s  to coming to B r i ta in  he had been p r o 
minent in the a n t is la v e ry  s tru g g le  in A m e r ic a  and had been one  
of the agents fo r  the A . A . S . S .  untiI 1 837 when the A . A , S .  S .
com mittee re fu sed  to r e h i r e  him "because  of his p e c u l ia r  peace
v ie w s ,  and because he dec lined  giv ing a p ledge to confine  h im 
s e lf  to the d iscussion  of A b o lit io n is m 11. S e e  R ucham es, T h e  
L e t t e r s  of W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n  I I ,  x x x ,  xx x i.

58 G. E .  S . M inute  Book I I I ,  10 F e b r u a r y  1845.

178



of a le t te r  from  W rig h t  to R ev. W il l ia m  Cunningham , one of the

le a d e rs  of the F r e e  C h u rc h , w h ic h  appeared  in the G lasgow  A rg u s
59and in w hich W r ig h t  a ttacked the stand of the F r e e  C h urch . Both

the a ttacks  by the a b o lit io n is ts  and the defence by the F r e e  C h urch

rem ained  g e n e ra l ly  the same. T h e  goal now was to a ro u s e  the m iddle

and up per c la s s es  against the K i r k  and in th is  the campaign met w ith
60c o n s id e ra b le  success. T h ese  a ttacks  w e re  supplem ented by

c r i t ic is m  w ith in  the F r e e  C h urch . A t the G enera l A ssem bly of 1845

th e re  w e re  no less  than s ix  o v e r tu re s  against holding fe llo w s h ip

with p ro  s la v e ry  churches. T h e  most c r i t ic a l  of these was fro m  the

P r e s b y te ry  o f  G lasgow w hich had been approved unanim ously as

e a r ly  as D ecem b er 4 th ,  1844. It s tated :

’’ That th is  P r e s b y te ry  o v e r tu re  the G e n e ra l A ssem bly  to 
take into v e ry  s e r io u s  c o n s id e ra tio n  the question of 
E c c le s ia s t ic a l  fe llo w sh ip  w ith  those churches  in A m e r ic a  
w hich a re  known o r  shall be found to encourage  s la v e ry  
and that due c a re  be taken to in s tru c t  deputations ( i f  any) 
who may v is i t  s laveho ld ing  s ta te s ,  to avoid  such com m unications  
w ith avowed d e fe n d e rs  of these p ra c t ic e s  as may commit o u r  
Church to any p a r t ic ip a t io n  in o th er  m en’ s s ins. ” 61

T h e s e  o v e r tu re s  had no e ffec t on the G en era l Assem bly  w hich re fu sed

to even take up the is s u e ,  re p e a tin g  what it had done the p re v io u s  y e a r .  

F o r  the moment th e re  w as l i t t le  the G . E .  S . could do though it re fu se d  

to let the issue d ie . It was at this point that the A . A . S .  S . once m ore

involved i ts e l f  in the a f fa i r s  of the G. E .  S . and S co tlan d .

59 G lasgow  A r g u s , 24 M arch  1845. T h e  L e t t e r  was p r in te d  under
the caption ” A  M a n -S te a l  ing C h u rc h ” and as can be im ag ined ,  
was v e ry  b i t te r  and in flam m atory .

60 S h e p p e rs o n , ” T h e  F r e e  C hurch  and A m e ric a n  S l a v e r y ” 
p p . 128 , 1 39.

61 G lasgow  F r e e  Church P r e s b y te r y  M inutes 1 8 4 3 -8  
C H 3 / l 4 6 / 3 4 , 4  D ecem b er 1844.
F r e e  C hurch  of Sco tlan d  O v e r tu re s  May 1845 . T h e s e  a re  
contained in Assem bly P a p e rs  1845 at the N e w  C o lle g e  L i b r a r y ,  
Edinb urgh  under E 1 2 /6 3 - 6 5 .
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In A m e r ic a ,  w h e re  the F r e e  C hurch  C o n tro v e rs y  had caused

a g re a t  deal of exc item ent in a b o lit io n is t  c i r c le s ,  the A . A . S .  S .

dec ided  to take the cause d ir e c t ly  to the sou rce  of the p ro b lem  and

despatched two v e te ra n s  of the a n t is la v e ry  movement to jo in  W r ig h t

in the  s tru g g le . James N . Buffum and F r e d e r ic k  D oug lass  a r r iv e d

in L iv e rp o o l  around the f i r s t  of S e p te m b e r 1845 and almost

im m edia te ly  set o ff  fo r  Ire la n d  w h e r e  they spent some fo u r  months

getting  invo lved in v a r io u s  re fo rm  movemen ts such as tem perence
52and advocating  the rep e a l of the A c t of U n ion . In J a n u a ry  1846

D o ug lass  and Buffum jo in ed  W r ig h t  in G lasgow  and the G . E .  S .

a r ra n g e d  a speaking to u r  fo r  them which included P e r t h ,  D u n d ee ,

A y r ,  G re e n o c k , P a is le y  and e ls e w h e re .  T h e  ag ita tio n  was now at

its  he ight and ch a rg e s  and counter ch a rg e s  w e re  throw n back and

fo r th  between the two faction s  though the a b o lit io n is ts  seemed to be
63getting  the b e tte r  o f the s tru g g le . T h e  G. E .  S .  w as d e f in ite ly  

the main fo rc e  in th is  ag ita tio n  as the E d inb urgh  so c ie ty  w as by 

th is  tim e la rg e ly  in a c t iv e  and had dec lin ed  to take p a r t  in the e f fo r t .  * 

As the c o n tro v e rs y  rag ed  in the p re s s  the G. E . S . p re p a re d  a pub lic  

m eeting fo r  21 A p r i l  1846. T h e  S o c ie ty  had inv ited  Thompson to jo in  

the A m e r ic a n s  fo r  the m eeting which w as to be the f i r s t  p u b lic  

m eeting of the G. E .  S .  in o v e r  seventeen months. T h e  m eeting ,  

w hich took p la c e  in the C ity  H a l l ,  as expected roundly  condemned  

the F r e e  C hurch  and w as h igh lighted  by D o u g lass 's  speech.

D o u g la s s , who had p ro v e n  h im se lf to be a re m a rk a b ly  e f fe c t iv e

62 S h e p p e rs o n , " T h e  F r e e  C hurch  and A m e ric a n  S la v e r y "  
pp. 1 2 6 -7 .  P h i l ip  S . F o n e r ,  T h e  L i f e  and W r it in g s  of  
F r e d e r ic k  D o u g la s s , E a r ly  Y e a r s  1 8 1 7 -1 8 4 9  (N ew  Y o r k  
1950 5 vo ls . ) I ,  6 2 -4 .

63 S h e p p e rs o n , " T h e  F r e e  C hurch  and A m e ric a n  S la v e r y " ,  
pp. 129 , 1 3 4 -6 .  S h e p p e rs o n , " F r e d e r ic k  D oug lass and 
S c o tla n d "  pp. 3 1 3 -7 .  G. E .  S .  M inute Book I V ,  12 J a n u a ry  
1 8 4 6 , 20 A p r i l  1846.

64 R ic e ,  " T h e  S c o tt is h  F a c to r  In T h e  F ig h t  A g a in s t A m e ric a n  
S la v e r y "  p. 320
G. E .  S . M inute  B ook, I V ,  10 A p r i l  1846
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s p e a k e r  on his  to u r ,  s k i l l fu l ly  re fu te d  the argum ents  of C h a lm e rs  in

fa v o u r  of holding fe llo w s h ip  w ith  p ro  s la v e ry  chu rch es . An e x c e rp t

from  his  speech shows not only his  a b i l i ty  as  a p u b lic  s p e a k e r  but it

also r a th e r  d ra m a t ic a l ly  i l lu s t ra te s  the type of o ra to ry  w hich caused

such b it te rn e s s  between the a b o li t io n is ts  and the F r e e  C h urch  and

why so much p u b lic  excitem ent w as aroused .

"N o w , what we want to do is to make s la v e ry  d is 
re s p e c ta b le .  W h a te v e r  tends to make it re s p e c ta b le ,  
tends to e le v a te  the s la v e h o ld e r;  and w h a te v e r ,  th e r e 
fo r e ,  p ro c la im s  the re s p e c ta b i l i ty  of the s la v e h o ld e r ,  
o r  of s ia v e h o ld in g , tends to p e rp e tu a te  the e x is ten ce  
of this v i le  system. N o w , I hold one of the most d i r e c t ,  
one of the most po w erfu l means o f m ak in g  him a 
re s p e c ta b le  m an, is to say that he is a C h r is t ia n :  fo r  
I hold that of all o th er m en, a C h r is t ia n  is most 
e n t it le d  to my a ffec tio n  and re g a rd .  W ell the F r e e  
C hurch  is  now p ro c la im in g  that these men -  a ll b lo o d -  
sm eared as they a r e ,  w ith  th e ir  s t r ip e s ,  gags and 
th u m b -s c re w s , and all the bloody p a ra p h e rn a l ia  o f  
s la v e h o ld in g , and who a re  d e p r iv in g  the s lave  of the  
r ig h t  to le a rn  to re a d  and w o rd  o f God -  that these men 
a re  C h r is t ia n s  and ought to be in fe llo w s h ip  as such. 110

R h e to r ic  such as  th is  was gu aran teed  to p le a s e  both the a b o li t io n is ts  

in the aud ience and those who cam e to hear the F r e e  C h u rch  denounced. 

It would a lso be c e r ta in  to cause the F r e e  C hurch  apo log is ts  to r e tu r n  

the insu lts  in kind. T h e  m eeting concluded w ith the G. E .  S .  e x 

tending an in v ita t io n  fo r  G a r r is o n  to v is i t  B r i ta in  once m ore and 

jo in  in the campaign.

65 F o n e r ,  T h e  L i f e  and W r it in g s  of F r e d e r ic k  D oug lass  I ,  
178.

66 F o r  a p a r t ic u la r ly  good exam ple see P ro c e e d in g s  o f  the  
G en era l A ssem bly of the F r e e  C hurch  of S c o tla n d  May  
1847 p. 272
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F o llo w in g  th is  A p r i l  m eeting many of the m em bers of the

G .E .  S .  went to E d inb urgh  to o rg a n iz e  a p u b lic  m eeting in the

Rose S t r e e t  V o lu n ta ry  S ecess io n  C h u rch . T h is  was n ec e s s ita te d

by the in a c t iv ity  and apathy of the E d inb urgh  Em ancipation  S o c ie ty

w h ich , as s ta te d , dec lined  to c o -o p e ra te  w ith the G. E .  S .  aga inst
67the F r e e  C hurch . Soon a new a n t i -s la v e r y  committee w as form ed

in E d in b u rg h  which held fo u rteen  p u b lic  m eetings in the M usic  H a ll

and some of the c i ty 's  la rg e s t  churches and w hich w e re  ad d ressed
68by Thom pson, W r ig h t ,  Buffum and D ouglass . T h e  a g ita t io n ,  

h o w e v e r ,  was not confined so le ly  to o ra to r ic a l  m ud-s ling ing . Red  

paint re p re s e n t in g  the blood o f s laves  was sm eared  on w a lls  and 

doorsteps with o r  w ithout accompanying legend and the campaign  

slogan "S end  Back T h e  Money" was p la s te re d  all o v e r  the c ity .  

Douglass succeeded in cutting the slogan into the ground on
69

A r th u rs  Seat desp ite  in te r fe re n c e  fro m  the town constab le .

A ll this took p la c e  just p r io r  to the May G en era l Assem bly of 

the F r e e  C hurch  w ith  the obvious in tention  of p re s s u r in g  that church  

into re tu rn in g  the money. If  fo r  no o th e r  reason than sheer s e lf  

respect the F r e e  Church could h a rd ly  have been expected to re tu rn  

the money. Such a move would have been an open adm ission of gu ilt  

and a rep u d ia tio n  of a segment of the A m e ric a n  P r e s b y te r ia n  C hurch  

that had generously  ass is ted  it in its  hour of need. T r u e ,  the F r e e  

Church qu ick ly  became quite  w ea lthy  and could e a s ily  have a ffo rd e d  

to re tu rn  the money but such a step would only have been an 

unnecessary  a ffro n t to the A m e ric a n  church w ithout c o n tr ib u tin g  in 

any way to the abo lition  of s la v e ry .  T h e  only thing the G enera l

67 W eston P a p e r s , M .S .  A . 9. 2. vo l. 20 (1844) no. 2 5 ,  M ary  
W elsh to ? , 2 5  A p r i l  1844.
G. E .  S . Annual R e p o rt 1847 , p. 6.

68 G. E .  S . Annual R e p o rt  1847 , p. 7.
R ic e ,  " T h e  S c o tt is h  F a c to r  In T h e  F ig h t  Against A m e ric a n  
S la v e r y "  p. 322.

69 G a r r is o n ,  W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n  I I I ,  153. S h e p p e rs o n , "T h e
F r e e  C hurch And A m e rican  S la v e r y "  p. 128. W il l ia m  F .  M i l l e r ,
M e m o ria ls  of Hope P a r k ,  com pris ing  some p a r t ic u la r s  in the l i fe
of our d e a r  fa th e r ,  W il l ia m  M i l l e r ,  and no tices  of h is  m ore  
immediate ancestors ; together w ith  a l is t  of h is  en g rav in gs  
(London 1 8 8 6 )”p"."l 70
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A ssem bly  did was to w r i t e  a le t te r  to the G e n e ra l A ssem bly of the

P r e s b y te r ia n  C hurch  in the U n ite d  S ta te s .  T h e  le t te r  is in d ic a t iv e

of the sentim ents of the church to w a rd  the a b o li t io n is ts  and the

ag ita tion  they w e re  a ro u s in g . W h ile  the F r e e  C hurch  opposed

s la v e ry  it re a l is e d  that all the a b o li t io n is ts  c lam o uring s  in the

U n ite d  S ta te s  had made the A m e ric a n  church exp la in  its  p o s itio n

and this  made it look as though it w e re  apo log is ing  fo r  the system .

T h e  le t t e r  went on to say "W e s u f fe r  w ith  you in th is  re s p e c t ,  and

we have not been m oved, nor w il l  be a llo w  o u rs e lv e s  to be moved by

m ere  c la m o u r , from  what we b e lie v e  to be S c r i p t u r a l , as w ell as
70b ro th e r ly  po s ition  in ou r re la t io n  to w a rd s  you. " W h ile  th is  may 

have p re c lu d e d  action  by the F r e e  C hurch  fo r  1846 the ag ita t io n  was  

now here  n e a r  ended. No sooner had the A ssem bly ad journed  than  

the G. E .  S . held  a p u b lic  meeting to condemn both the F r e e  K i r k  and 

its  Assem bly and once again Rev. G eo rg e  J e f f re y  was p rom inen t on 

the p la t fo rm . It was he who moved c o n g ra tu la tio n s  to Thompson who,  

at the height o f the ag ita tio n  had re c e iv e d  the F re e d o m  of the c ity  o f
71E d inburgh  fo r  his s e rv ic e s  to the f r e e  t ra d e  and a n t is la v e ry  movements.

T h e  G. E .  S .  now w a ited  fo r  the a r r iv a l  of G a r r is o n  whom it

had inv ited  at th e ir  A p r i l  m eeting. In July G a r r is o n  set o ff  w ith  a

typical and less  than s e lf  d e p re c a to ry  re m a rk  " I do not go, to

f la t t e r  E n g la n d , o r  to d is p a ra g e  my n a tiv e  land , but to p ro te s t

against the foul deed of the F r e e  C hurch  of S c o t la n d , in putting

into its  t re a s u ry  the p r ic e  of b lood , and g iv ing fo r  it the r ig h t  hand
72of C h r is t ia n  fe llo w s h ip  to the A m e ric a n  s la v e h o ld e rs ;"  A f te r

70 P ro c e e d in g s  of the G e n era l A ssem bly  of the F r e e  C h urch  of
S co tla n d  May 1847 . S e e  " F r e e  C hurch  G en e ra l A ssem bly  to 
the G e n e ra l A ssem bly of the P r e s b y te r ia n  C h urch  in the  
U n ited  S ta te s  of A m e r ic a "  in the p ro ce e d in g s  of June 2 ,
1846 , pp. 5 0 -2  in Appendix .

71 G. E .  S .  M inute  Book 111, 10 June 1846.
G lasgow  A r g u s , II June 1846
S h e p p e rs o n , " T h e  F r e e  C h urch  and A m e ric a n  S la v e r y "  
p. 128.

72 G a r r is o n ,  W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n  111, 155.
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spending some tim e in London w ith  Thompson and W r ig h t  and

help ing to e s ta b lis h  the s h o r t - l iv e d  Anti S la v e r y  L eag u e  he made

his way up to G lasgow  a f te r  having v is ite d  B r is t o l ,  B irm in g h a m ,
7 3

S h e ff ie ld ,  N e w c a s t le  and B e rw ic k .  T h e  G . E .  S .  com mittee

re c e iv e d  G a r r is o n  on the 21st of S e p te m b e r ,  two days a f te r  h is

a r r iv a l  , and im m ediate ly  a rra n g e d  m eetings fo r  him in G re e n o c k ,

P a is le y ,  E d in b u rg h  and Dundee. On S e p te m b e r 30th he re tu rn e d

to G lasgow  fo r  a pu b lic  meeting held in the C ity  H a l l .

A t th is  stage the F r e e  C hurch  found i ts e l f  under b i t t e r

a ttack  by two of the m ost fo rce fu l a n t is la v e ry  a g i ta to r s ,  Thompson

and D o u g la s s , its  most famous A m e ric a n  exponent G a r r is o n  and

two o th e r  v e ry  capable A m e ric a n s  W r ig h t  and Buffum. Added to

th is  was a fo rm id a b le  a r r a y  of the D is s e n tin g  c le rg y  whose

denom inations had come under a ttack  by the F r e e  C hurch  through

C h a lm ers . E ven  w ith in  its  own ran k s  th e re  w e re  those who ro s e

up to a ttack  the church . R evs . M ichael W i l l is  and James M c B e th ,

both G. E .  S . com m itteem en, had from  the s ta r t  attem pted to get the

church to w ith d ra w  from  fe llo w s h ip  with S o uthern  chu rches . At

the in s tig a tio n  of W i l l is  the G la s g o w  F r e e  C hurch  P r e s b y te r y  had

no less  than th re e  tim es made o v e r tu re s  to the G enera l A ssem bly
74against this fe llo w s h ip . Added to th is  when the small but vocal

F r e e  C h urch  Anti S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  was form ed in e a r ly  1847

W i l l is  and M cB eth  form ed the nucleus around w hich it w orked .

A g a in s t these and o th e rs  the F r e e  C h urch  brought to b e a r  the not

in s ig n if ic an t ta le n ts  of R evs . Cunningham , C and lish  and of c o u rs e
75the ageing but s t i l l  pow erfu l f ig u re  of Thom as C h a lm e rs .

73 Ib id , pp. 1 5 9 -7 5

74 G lasgow  F r e e  C hurch  P r e s b y te r y  M inutes 1 8 4 3 - 8 ,
C H 3 /1 4 6 / 3 4 ,  1 May 1844 , 4 D ecem b er 184 4 , 7 O c to b e r  1 846.

75 Though they opposed the ab o lit io n  is ts  it can in no w ay be
said that any of these men w e re  p ro  s la v e ry  as the 
a b o lit io n is ts  attem pted to make them out. In fa c t  they all 
condem ned s la v e ry  in some r a th e r  harsh  te rm s. T h e i r  
q u a rre l  was s o le ly  w ith  the fa n a tic ism  of the a b o li t io n is ts  
and the demands they made.
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It must be adm itted that the m e re  fa c t  that the a b o lit io n is ts  had !,the 

bloody s h i r t 11 on th e ir  s ide gave them a d is t in c t  advantage in the  

c o n flic t .  T h e  F r e e  C hurch was fo rc e d  into a position  not o f  

defending s la v e ry  but of defending a church which defended s la v e ry .

T o  the a b o lit io n is ts  th is  im plied at leas t t i tu la r  approval of the system  

even though the C hurch had rep e a te d ly  denounced it. T h is  w as a v e ry  

un env iab le  po s ition  fo r  any church  to be put in much less one new ly  

form ed.

Th e  ag ita tio n  continued w ith  the a b o li t io n is ts  a tta c k in g  the F r e e

C hurch  as w ell as tu rn in g  th e ir  f i r e  on the la te ly  ins titu ted

E v a n g e lic a l  A l l ia n c e .  T h e  A l l i a n c e ,  w hich was an a s s o c ia tio n  of

e v a n g e lica l C h ris tian s  of v a r io u s  denom inations both in B r i ta in  and

the U n ite d  S ta te s ,  had as its  purpose  the s treng then in g  of bonds
76between P ro te s ta n t  groups in d if fe re n t  p a r ts  o f the W o r ld .  A s

e a r ly  as A p r i l  1 846  the G. E .  S .  had passed a re s o lu t io n  cal I ing fo r

the A l l ia n c e  to exclude from  m em bership and to r e f r a in  from  in v it in g

any s la v e h o ld e rs  to th e ir  p roposed m eeting in August o f that y e a r .

T o  this  the A l l ia n c e  had ag re e d  m ostly at the in s tig a tio n  of J. H .

Hinton a m em ber of the P ro v is io n a l  Com m ittee of the A l l ia n c e .

H o w e v e r ,  at th e ir  August m eeting the A l l ia n c e  had re v e rs e d  i ts e l f

on this p ledge and had a llow ed  a section  of s laveho ld ing  A m e r ic a n

d e le g a te s , led by R ev . Thomas Sm yth of C h a r le s to n ,  to take p a r t  in
77th e ir  p ro ceed ing s . It was because of this that the G. E .  S .  , at the 

Sep tem ber 30th m eeting to re c e iv e  G a r r is o n ,  passed a re s o lu t io n  

condemning the e n t i r e  E v a n g e lic a l  A l l ia n c e  in a lm ost r i t u a l is t ic  

te rm s. T h e  re s o lu t io n  stated  "R e s o lv e d  that the burn ing  reb u k e  

and em phatic  condemnation of the C h r is t ia n  w o r ld  ought to fa ll  on 

the so c a l le d  E v a n g e lic a l  A l l ia n c e  as a body p ro ved  t re a c h e ro u s

76 T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  p. 217  
B u r le ig h ,  A  C hurch  H is to ry  of S c o tla n d  p . 362

77 T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  pp. 2 1 7 -8
G. E .  S .  M inute  Book I I I ,  20 A p r i l  1 8 4 6 , 21 A p r i l  1846.
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to the cause of b leed ing  humanity and consequently  r e c re a n t  to
78e v e ry  p r in c ip le  of ou r com pass io n a te  R ed eem er. 11

A f te r  a b r ie f  e x cu rs io n  to I re la n d  and W ales  G a r r is o n  again

re tu rn e d  to S c o tla n d  fo r  a few  p a r t in g  shots at the F r e e  C h u rch . A t

a la rg e  p u b lic  m eeting in the G lasgow  C ity  H a ll he heard  Thompson

attack  W ard ! a w , who was not p r e s e n t ,  fo r  his defence of the

E v a n g e lic a l  A l l ia n c e .  W a r d la w fs po s itio n  was that he hoped the

A l l ia n c e  would r e f r a in  from  pu tting  a ban on ind iv idual s la v e h o ld e rs
79w h ile  s tro n g ly  condemning the in s t itu t io n  of s la v e ry .  Just o v e r

s ix  y e a rs  p re v io u s  to th is  G a r r is o n  had heaped p r a is e  on that

res p e c te d  m in is te r  when he had been re c e iv e d  in G lasgow  a f te r  the
80f i r s t  W o r ld  A nti S la v e r y  C onvention . N ow  he was taking p a r t  w ith  

the G. E .  S . in his p u b lic  condemnation. F o r  the G. E .  S .  it d id not 

m atte r  so much what one had done in the past fo r  the a n t is la v e ry  

cru s a d e  but what po s ition  one he ld  at the moment. If  one did nothing  

o r  d e v ia ted  s lig h tly  from  its  v ie w s  on im portan t issues the G. E .  S .  

would not h e s ita te  to denounce almost any o ffen d er. In th is  it was  

a m ir r o r p e r fe c t  re f le c t io n  of G a r r is o n .

G a r r is o n  le ft  fo r  the U n ite d  S ta te s  soon a f te r  the G lasgow  

meeting but the F r e e  C h urch  a g ita tio n  rem a in ed  v e ry  much a l iv e .

On the 1st of F e b r u a r y  1847 at the S o c ie ty *s  Annual M e e tin g , the 

s p e a k e rs  once again condemned both the F r e e  C hurch  and the  

E v a n g e lic a l A l l ia n c e ,  yet they did p ra is e  the B r i t is h  branch fo r

78 Ib id , 30 S e p tem b er 1846. Though now here  n e a r  as co lourfu l
o r  em phatic  the w ord ing  of th is  re s o lu t io n  b e a rs  a s t r ik in g  
resem blance  to the fo rm al P apa l r i t e  of excom m unication which  
was s t i l l  in use at the tim e. H o w e v e r ,  owing to the almost 
fan a tic a l anti rom anism  o f  the E v a n g e l ic a ls  we must assume  
th is  to be pu re  co inc idence .

79 A b le  and K l in g b e rg ,  A  S id e -L ig h t  on A n g lo -A m e r ic a n  R e la tio n s
p. 224 n. 1 87
G lasgow  A rg u s ,  29 O c to b e r  1846.
S h e p p e rs o n , " T h e  F r e e  C h urch  and A m e ric a n  S la v e r y "  p. 139.

80 G lasgow  A rg u s ,  30 Ju ly  1840.
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81exclud ing  s la v e h o ld e rs  from  m em bership . T h is  was a s h re w d  

though m eaning less sop tossed out by the B r i t is h  A l l ia n c e  f o r  the 

simple reason  that th e re  w e re  no lo n g er any B r i t is h  s la v e h o ld e rs .

Any p o ss ib le  hope that the F r e e  C hurch  might c o n ce ivab ly  

re tu rn  the money o r  b re a k  o ff  fe llo w s h ip  w ith  p ro  s la v e ry  churches  

was dashed by the proceed ing s  of the F r e e  C hurch  G en e ra l A ssem bly  

of 1847. On May 29th p e tit io n s  from  the D e a c o n 's  C o u rt  of  

S t .  B e rn a rd  s and P r e s ’feonpans w e re  rea d  which c a lle d  fo r  w i th 

d ra w in g  fe llo w s h ip  from  churches  a llo w in g  s la v e h o ld e rs  m em bership . 

A f te r  attem pting to evade the issue  C an d lish  and Cunningham launched  

a d ia t r ib e  against not only the A b o li t io n is ts  who had been a ttack ing

the F r e e  C hurch  but a lso aga inst the F r e e  C h urch  Anti S la v e r y  
82S o c ie ty .  R eg ard in g  the a b o lit io n is ts  G a r r is o n ,  B uffum , D o u g la s s ,

W r ig h t  and Thom pson, Cunningham said  " T h e s e  men d isgusted  the

C h r is t ia n  peoples  of th is  land -  they made p e r fe c t ly  m an ifest th e ir

c h a r a c te r s ,  th e ir  s p i r i t  and th e ir  p r in c ip le s ;  and th ereb y  S a ta n 's
83d e v is e ,  to a la rg e  extent fa i le d  o f S u ccess . " A s i f  to f in a l ly  put

an end to the e n t i r e  c o n tro v e rs y  Cunningham made the po s ition  of

the F r e e  C hurch  p e r fe c t ly  c le a r  in these w o rd s ,  "W e  have said

as much, and we have spoken as s tro n g ly  against s la v e ry  -  against

the sinful n a tu re ,  the d e g rad in g  c h a r a c t e r ,  the in ju r io u s  tendency

of s la v e r y ,  -  as they could w ish us to say; but we stop th e re

because we do not b e lie v e  that it  is a p r in c ip le  that the w o rd  o f  God

sanction s , that we a re  bound to d e p r iv e  s la v e h o ld e rs ,  s im ply as
84such of C h r is t ia n  o rd in a n c e s . " T h is  was the f in a l ou tburst of the 

F r e e  C hurch  on the question of C h r is t ia n  fe llo w s h ip  w ith  s lavehold ing  

churches . A s  f a r  as the G . E .  S .  was concerned it now became a dead 

issue.

81 G. E .  S .  M inute  Book I I I ,  1 F e b r u a r y  1847

82 P ro c e e d in g s  of the G e n e ra l A ssem bly of the F r e e  C hurch  of 
S co tlan d  May 1847. S e e  p ro ceed in g s  of 29 May 1847 , pp. 2 6 2 -7 4

83 Ib id ,  p. 272

84 Ib id ,  p. 269.
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F o r  the pu rp ose  of th is  thes is  the net y ie ld  of the " S e n d  Back

T h e  Money" campaign can be eva lua ted  from  two d if fe re n t  a n g le s ,  i . e .

the e ffec t of the campaign on the F r e e  C hurch  and the s t ru g g le 's

e ffe c t  on the G. E .  S . It must be adm itted that the campaign w as an

u t te r  f a i lu r e  if  goal achievem ent is the eva lu a tin g  s tan dard . T h e

F r e e  K i r k  n e ith e r  b ro k e  fe llo w sh ip  no r re tu rn e d  the money w hich

w e r e  a f te r  all the p r im e  o b je c tiv e  of the e x e rc is e .  N e v e r th e ls s ,  it

did r e c e iv e  a g re a t  deal of v e ry  bad p u b lic ity  d u rin g  the a f f a i r  a n d

th is  no doubt was c e r ta in ly  most unw elcom e. No sooner had it

b ro ken  aw ay fro m  the E s ta b lis h e d  C h urch  on a m atte r  of p r in c ip le  than

it i ts e l f  was being attacked  on a m atte r  of p r in c ip le .  It must a lso  be

said that the sensation a lism  of the "b loody s h ir t"  held  a c e r ta in

amount of appeal fo r  those who w ished  to assail the church  fo r

m ore  p r iv a te  denom inational reaso n s . T h e  R evs. B a te s ,  J e f f r e y ,

R itc h ie  and Ingram  had done ju s t th is . T h e  cam paign , h o w e v e r ,

must be put into ano ther p e rs p e c t iv e  in its  e ffec t on the chu rch . In

fac t the campaign was of m inor im portance to the F r e e  C h u rch . It

is t ru e  that th e re  was a g rea t ou tcry  ra is e d  in the p re s s  and at the

pub lic  m eetings and that th e re  w e re  many r a th e r  b i t t e r  in v e c t iv e s

passed between the two factions  but this was h a rd ly  enough to have

any fundamental in f luen ce  on the church . In a l l ,  betw een 1844 and

1847 only e leven  o v e r tu re s  on the sub ject w e re  made to the F r e e

C hurch G e n e ra l A ssem bly and many of these w e re  unusually  m ild  
85in th e ir  te rm s . T h e  G lasgow  S y n o d , which p re s e n te d  th re e  of these

o v e r tu re s  and which one might p resum e to have been the most

in te re s te d  due to the zeal o f M cBeth and W i l l i s ,  has nothing to say

in its  r e c o rd  books besides the w ord ing  of the o v e r tu re s  and the
8 6statement that they w e re  passed unanim ously. A ll  to ld ,  the F r e e

85 P ro c e e d in g s  of the G en era l Assem bly  of the F r e e  C hurch  of 
S co tla n d  1844^7

86 G lasgow  F’r e e  C hurch  P r e s b y te r y  M inutes 1 8 4 3 -4 8 , C H 3 / 1 4 6 / 3 4 ,  
1 May 1 8 4 4 , 4 D ecem ber 1 8 4 4 , 7 O c to b e r  1846.
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C h u rch  tre a te d  the e n t i re  issue as m e re ly  an em b arass ing  and

i r r i t a t in g  nu isance r a th e r  than a m a tte r  of bas ic  C h r is t ia n

p r in c ip le  which the a b o lit io n is ts  fe lt  it to be. T h e  a b o lit io n is ts

may have d is tu rb e d  the mental -tranq u ility  o f the F r e e  C h u rc h fs
87le a d e r  D r .  C h a lm e rs  but it is h igh ly  u n lik e ly  that th is  w as his

m a jo r  concern  in h is  las t y e a rs  concerned  as he w as w ith  w o rk in g

fo r  the success of the F r e e  K i r k ,  v o lu n ta ry is m  and e s ta b lis h in g  a
88national system of education. A t the tim e the church was seek ing  

to p a r a l le l  the E s ta b lis h e d  C hurch  in all aspects  of e c c le s ia s t ic a l  

functions  including m is s io n a ry  w o r k ,  education and church con

s tru c t io n  and this e f fo r t  took up almost all of its  t im e , and in te re s t .  

Any issue  which would tend to s id e t ra c k  th is  e f fo r t  had to be and 

indeed was re le g a te d  to the p o s itio n  of r e la t iv e ly  m inor im portance .  

Consequently  the s ig n if ic a n c e  of the "S e n d  B ack  T h e  Money"  

campaign launched by the G . E .  S . had l i t t le  impact on the F r e e  

C h u rc h .

On the o th e r  hand the e ffec t of the campaign on the G. E .  S .  

was o f m ajo r im portance. A f te r  the in te rn a l schism of the S o c ie ty  

in 1840-1  p u b lic  in te re s t  had begun to f la g  due la rg e ly  to the lack  

of a u n ify in g  o r  s tim ulating  cause. B ecause  of G a r r is o n  the c le rg y  

had been a l ie n a te d  and fo r  this rea s o n  the G. E .  S .  had lost much of 

its p o p u la r  support. Coupled w ith  th is  no issue of im portance had 

come along to keep the s p e c tre  of s la v e ry  b e fo re  the p u b lic  eye. 

P u b l ic i ty  was of co u rs e  fundamental to the e f fo r t  and w h ile  th e re  

was p le n ty  of in fo rm ation  in the p re s s  concern ing  the S u g a r  D uties  

and B r i t is h  Ind ia  these had nothing to do w ith A m e ric a n  s la v e ry  

which was a f te r  all the p r im a ry  in te re s t  of the G. E .  S .  A cceptance  

of money from  s laveho ld ing  A m e ric a n  churches by an in fluentia l

87 S h e p p e rs o n , " T h e  F r e e  C h u rch  and A m e ric a n  S la v e r y "  p. 133

88 H an n a , M em o irs  of the L i f e  and W r it in g s  of Thom as C h a lm ers  
I V ,  4 8 6 -9 6 .
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local church was another m atte r  and was o f m a jo r  im portance  not

only to the S co tt ish  a b o lit io n is ts  but a lso  to the e n t i re  movement on
89both s ides of the A t la n t ic .  In S c o t la n d , which was m ore thoroughly

90attuned to the a n t is la v e ry  movement than the re s t  of B r i t a in ,  the

acceptance  of such money was a s e r io u s  setback. Thus when the

G. E .  S .  unloosed the c ry  flSend B ack  T h e  Money11 the resp o n se  in

both the p re s s  and pub lic  w as most encourag ing . T h is  brought new

li fe  to the G. EE. S .  and re tu rn e d  to it much of the im portance  it had

lacked since the campaign to abo lish  W est Indian a p p re n t ic e s h ip .

T h e r e fo r e  the "Send B ack  T h e  M oney" campaign w as of i ts e l f

im portant as it re v iv e d  pub lic  in te re s t  and brought many of the

c le r g y ,  at least te m p o r a r i ly ,  back into the movement. H o w e v e r

im portant the campaign w a s , the n e c e s s ity  fo r  the F r e e  C h urch  to

a c tu a lly  re tu rn  the money was abso lu te ly  v ita l  f o r  the fu tu re

e ffe c t iv e n e s s  of the S o c ie ty .  So long as th e re  had been any hope

w h a ts o e v e r ,  the m ovem ent f lo u r is h e d . When it  f in a l ly  became

evident that the F r e e  K i r k  would not re tu rn  the money o r  w ith d ra w

from  fe llo w s h ip  in te re s t  dec lined  ra p id ly .  B etw een May 1847 and

Jan u ary  1851 the G. E .  S . held only s ix  com m ittee m eetings and no
91pu b lic  m eetings. The  e f fo r t  w hich had cost the S o c ie ty  o v e r  £ 5 0 0

89 W y a t t -B r o w n ,  L e w is  Tappan and the E v a n g e lic a l W a r  A g a in s t  
S la v e r y  pp. 31 6 - 6  G eorge  S h e p p e rs o n , "Thom as C h a lm e rs ,  
T h e  F r e e  Church of S c o tlan d  and the South" Journal of 
S outhern  H is to ry  17 , (1951) p. 520.

90 T h at the a n t is la v e ry  fe e lin g  in S c o tlan d  was m ore in tense  than 
in the re s t  of B r i ta in  is con firm ed  not just by the fa c t  that the  
movement fo r  w o r ld -w id e  a b o lit io n  o r ig in a te d  in E d in b u rg h  and 
G lasgow  in 1833 but also by the o b s e rv a tio n s  of v is i t in g  
a b o lit io n is ts .  S e e  Samuel R inggold  W a r d ,  A u tob iography  of
a F u g it iv e  N e g ro  : H is  A n t i - S la v e r y  L a b o u rs  in the U n ite d  
S ta te s ,  Canada and England (London 1855) p. 337

91 G . E .  S .  M inute  Book I V ,  12 May 1847 through 27 S e p tem b er  
1850.
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had simply burnt i ts e l f  out and le ft  the G. E . S . n e a r ly  £1 50 in debt. 

Between August 1845 and F e b r u a r y  1847 they had spent £ 2 2 4  on
c

pu b lic  m eetings a lone and well o v e r  £ 2 6 0  on p r in t in g  and a d v e r t is in g .  “ 

It might have been w orth  the cost i f  they had succeeded but in fac t they  

fa i le d  and as a re s u lt  they n e a r ly  ceased to ex is t as a function ing  

society .

T h e  rea s o n s  fo r  the f a i lu r e  of the "S e n d  Back T h e  Money"

campaign a re  not d if f ic u lt  to d is c e rn .  T h e  F r e e  C h urch  had perhap s

un w itt ing ly  p laced  i ts e l f  into an e m b a rra s s in g  position  from  w hich it

could not e a s ily  e x tra c t  i ts e l f  w ithout acute  em barrassm ent both to

i ts e l f  and to the S o uthern  churches which had given it  r a th e r  generous  
93support. T h e  a b o lit io n is ts  had shown th e ir  usual lack  of

m oderation and had instantly  and v ic io u s ly  a s s a ile d  the church  and

placed it in a position  from  which th e re  could be no g racefu l e x it .

T h e  only p o s s ib le  stance the F r e e  C hurch  could take  to avo id  u t te r

hum ilia tion  was that of defending its  ac tions  in the hope that the

c o n tro v e rs y  would soon blow o v e r .  T h e  m ore v io len t the c r i t ic is m

the m ore in tra c ta b le  became the c h u rc h 's  position  and consequently

e lim inated  any p o s s ib il i ty  that the money would be r e tu r n e d  o r  that

the K ir k  w o u ld  b re a k  fe llo w sh ip . P e rh a p s  the po s itio n  of the F r e e

Church was best stated by C h a lm ers  w hen , at the height of the

ag ita tion  in 184 6 , he stated in a le t te r  to the L o rd  P ro v o s t  of

E d in b u rg h , Adam B lack  :

"I would no m ore re fu s e  to hold C h r is t ia n  communion w ith  
one man simply because a S la v e h o ld e r  than I would re fu s e  
to hold C h r is t ia n  communion w ith  an o th e r  man sim ply because  
a s o ld ie r .  T h is  p r in c ip le  has been acted  on in the C h r is t ia n  
Church from  the days of the A p o s t le s ,  and fo r  m ore than 
1800 y e a r s ,  and I w ill  not s u f fe r  my convic tions  to be o v e r 
bourne by a m ere  novelty  unheard  of t il l  w ith in  a v e ry  
recen t p e r io d ,  h o w ever f ie r c e  o r  fo rm id a b le  the attempt 
may be to fo rc e  it upon us by the c lam our of a g ita to rs  and 
demagogues -  men who under the guise of humanity and the 
love of freedom  have re ta rd e d  the abo lit ion  of s la v e ry  by 
lay ing the s e rv itu d e  o f th e ir  fa n ta s t ic  and i r r a t io n a l  notion

92 G. E . S .  Annual R e p o rt 1847 , see a b s tra c t  o f the T r e a s u r e r s  
Account.

93 C h a lm e rs  P a p e r s ,  Thomas Sm yth to C h a lm e rs  24 May 1844.



on what is in i ts e l f  a most r ig h teou s  and c le a r ly  
unquestionable  cause. "94

Thus the a b o l i t io n is ts ,  by th e ir  own enthusiasm  had snuffed out any

hope of success.

Some ind ica tio n  of the d e te r io ra t in g  fo rtu n e s  and energy  of

the G. E .  S .  is i l lu s t ra te d  by its re a c t io n  to a c i r c u la r  sent out by

the B . F .  A . S .  S # in 1848 c a ll in g  fo r  a co n ference  to c o n s id e r  the

state of the a n t is la v e ry  cause and e s p e c ia l ly  the in c re a s e  in the

s lave  t ra d e .  T h e  response to the B . F .  A . S .  S .  was that no m em ber

of the S o c ie ty  would be ab le  to attend the m eeting. Sm eal said  he

would be in London a few  days a f te r  the planned May 20th m eeting  
95but not b e fo re . T h is  is in c o n tra s t  to the re a c t io n  in 1840 when

the G. E .  S .  had responded to the c a l l  fo r  the W o r ld  Convention

e n th u s ia s tic a l ly .  It is t ru e  that its  response in 1843 was minimal

but th is  was due m ore to the f r ic t io n  then e x is tin g  between the two

s o c ie t ie s  r a th e r  than any lack of in te re s t .  In 1848 no one c a re d  to

e x e r t  the e f fo r t  o r  indeed had any rea l in te re s t  in su ch  a m eeting.

It may not have been a call fo r  a W o r ld  C onvention as the o th ers

had been but it w ould have been the next best thing. E v e n  had it been

a W o r ld  C onvention it is doubtful that it would have caused much of

a s t i r  in the then n e a r  dorm ant G. E .  S .

T h e  G. E .  S .  involved i ts e l f  in a v e ry  m inor w ay w ith  the

potato fam ine which swept o v e r  Ire la n d  in the la t te r  p a r t  of the 1 8 4 0 's .

In D u b lin  the R e l ie f  Com m ittee of the S o c ie ty  of F r ie n d s  had

s o lic ite d  m oney, to help feed the s ta rv in g  I r i s h ,  from  B a lt im o re

Md. and C h a r le s to n  South C a ro l in a  both of which had responded

g en ero us ly . T h is  m oney, s im i la r  to the money c o lle c te d  by the F r e e

C h u rc h , cam e from  the s laveho ld ing  A m e ric a n  South and as such the
96G. E .  S .  fe lt  it should have been re tu rn e d . T h is  may seem to have  

been an iro n h e a r te d  i f  un ders tan dab le  a tt itu d e  fo r  the G . E .  S . to take .

94 Ib id , C h a lm e rs  to the L o rd  P ro v o s t  o f E d in b u rg h , 23 May 1846

95 G. E .  S . M inute  Book I V ,  9 May 1848

96 Ib id ,  6 A p r i l  1847
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T h e  F r e e  C h urch  had taken money to bu ild  chu rch es  and f in an ce  

v a r io u s  schemes and in th is  case the re a c t io n  of the G . E .  S .  w as  

reas o n a b le  at least on h u m an ita r ian  grounds. On the o th e r  hand  

the I r is h  p e a s a n try  w e re  s ta rv in g  to death by the tens of thousands  

w h ile  W e s tm in s te r  seemed to do alm ost nothing to help . It th e r e 

fo re  became n e c e s s a ry  fo r  p r iv a te  p h ila n th ro p y  to supplement the
97m eagre  ass is ta n ce  re n d e re d  by the G overnm ent. S u p p o rt fro m

any q u a r te r  including s la v e h o ld e rs  was d e s p e ra te ly  needed.

N e v e r th e le s s  when w o rd  reach ed  the G. E . S .  about money obta ined

from  the A m e ric a n  South in the s p r in g  of 1847 the S o c ie ty  dec ided

to p ro te s t  and re m o n s tra te  with the D ub lin  Com m ittee against re c e iv in g

such sums. As might be expected the D u b lin  Com m ittee re fu s e d  to

c o n s id er the p ro te s t  as it could find  no su ff ic ie n t reason to re tu rn  
98the money. T h e  in c id e n t,  of i ts e l f  w h o lly  incidenta l to the h is to ry

of the G . E .  S . , n e v e r th e le s s  po ints  out some im portant fe a tu re s  of

the S o c ie ty .  F o r  one thing the le a d e rs h ip  was w i l l in g  to judge an

action even though they had l i t t le  un ders tan d in g  of the m otives

which n e c e s s ita te d  it. T h e  m ere  act of re c e iv in g  money fro m

slaveho ld ing  a re a s  was in and of i ts e l f  w rong  and could not be 
Tin 99

countenced un der any c irc u m s ta n c e s . T h is  po s itio n  was even  

m ore h a rd lin e d  than that held  by G a r r is o n  who ju s t i f ie d  the re c e p tio n

97 G iovanni C o s tig a n , A  H is to ry  of M odern Ire la n d  w ith  a S ke tch  
o f E a r l i e r  T im e s  (N ew  Y o rk  1969) pp. 1 7 9 -8 0 .

98 G. E .  S . M inute  Book I V ,  13 A p r i l  1 8 47 , 12 May 1847.

99 T h is  po s itio n  was not new but under the c ircu m stan ces  it
was somewhat m ore u n re a l is t ic .  E a r l i e r  in 1844 the 
G . E .  S . had ex p re s s ed  its  opinion that the act a lone d e t e r 
mined the m o r a l i ty  of a s itu a tio n  and not its  u n d e r ly in g  
causation . S e e  G . E .  S .  M inute Book I I I ,  18 N o vem ber 1844.
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of such money fo r  fam ine r e l ie f ,  T h is  r ig id  d o c tr in is m  dernahded 

that any f r ie n d ly  com munication w ith  s la v e h o ld e rs  was tanCamdiftCtb 

holding p r o s la v e r y  sentim ents and consequently  was m ore s e r io u s  i f  

broken than the r e l i e f  of s e v e ra l m il l io n s  o f Ir ish m en . T h e s e  men w e re  

f a r  m ore  in te re s te d  in the l ib e r ty  o f th re e  m ill io n  A m e ric a n  s la v e s  

than they w e re  in the l iv e s  of o v e r  eight m ill io n  I r is h  ju s t  a fe w  

m iles  aw ay. T a k e n  in th is  context the label "h u m a n ita r ia n 11, when  

app lied  to the G. E .  S .  has a somewhat ho llow  r in g .  T h e  "h u m a n ita r ia n "  

s p ir i t  seems to have been lost and re p la c e d  w ith  in f le x ib le  ideo logy .  

F u r t h e r ,  th is  ideology was h igh ly  s e le c t iv e  in its  o b je c t iv e  and 

outlook. In o th er  w ords  w o r ld  events  w e re  v iew ed  through the  

n a rro w -m in d e d  p e rs p e c t iv e  of a n t is la v e ry  p r in c ip le  and th is  led  

quite  n a tu ra l ly  to ex trem ism . C onsequently  the S o c ie ty fs re a c t io n  

to the c o lle c t io n  o f S o u th e rn  money by the D ub lin  Q u a k e rs  is  s im ply  

a m an ifes ta tio n  of th is  e x trem ism . C h a lm e H s  re a c t io n  to the  

abo litio n ism s a ttack  on the F r e e  C h urch  (pp. 1 9 1 -2 )  came s tra ig h t  

to the p o in t ,  i . e .  fana tic ism  un der the gu ise of h u m an ita r ian ism  could  

do m ore harm  than good and in any case would r e ta r d  the p ro g re s s  of  

an o th e rw is e  p ra is e w o r th y  cause. A d d it io n a l ly ,  as has been po inted  

o u t, re l ig io n  p layed  a v ita l  r o le  in the a n t is la v e ry  movement but in 

th is  case the po s itio n  of the G. E .  S .  was based s o le ly  on a n t i 

s la v e ry  p r in c ip le s .  T h e  D u b lin  Q u a k e rs  had not c a re d  w h e re  the  

money came from  fo r  the fam ine r e l i e f  and only w ished  to help the 

s tr ic k e n  population . E ven  though Q u a k e rs  w e re  v e ry  prom inent in 

the a b o lit io n is t  movement the r ig id  po s itio n  expounded by Sm eal 

through the G. E .  S .  was not a po s ition  many o f that sect a d h ered  to.

T h is  po s itio n  o f the G. E .  S .  c le a r ly  shows the ra d ic a lis m  of Sm eal 

and his  dominance o v e r  the S o c ie ty .

T h e  decade of the 1 8 4 0 *s , a f te r  the in te rn a l d isp ute  fo l lo w in g  

the W o r ld  C o n ven tio n , was the la s t  p e r io d  in the h is to ry  of the G. E .  S .

100 G a r r is o n ,  W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n  I I I ,  155. n. 1.
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in which the S o c ie ty  was ab le  to mount a s e r io u s  e f fo r t  in the  

a n t i -s la v e r y  s tru g g le . T h e  e f fo r t  i ts e l f  w as unsuccessful and its  

a g g reg a te  y ie ld  n e g lig ib le  but it was the w o rk  of a s t i l l  a c t iv e  

and v ita l o rg a n iz a t io n . T h e  F r e e  C hurch c o n tro v e rs y  had 

proven that th e re  was s t il l  substantia l in te re s t  in the community  

in support of the anti s la v e ry  m ovem ent. T h e  G . E .  S .  had shown  

that it s t il l  had the a b i l i ty  to a ro u se  the people to b r in g  social 

p re s s u re  to b e a r  even against one of the two most in f lu en tia l  

churches in S co tlan d . In the end it  had fa i le d  to a c h ie v e  success  

and it was p a r t ly  because of th is  f a i lu r e  that in the fu tu re  it w ould  

no longer be of m a jo r  im portance as a p r e s s u r e  group. It w as  

becoming m ore  and m ore evident that no m atte r  what the S o c ie ty  

might do it could have no e ffec t one way o r  the o th e r  on the ou t

come o f the s tru g g le  to abo lish  s la v e ry .  T h e  movement fo r  p o l i t ic a l  

r e fo rm , which w as c lo s e ly  t ied  up w i th  the causes of T e m p e re n c e  , 

social and educational re fo rm  and D is e s ta b lis h m e n t,  held a m ore  

r e a l is t ic  p o s s ib i l i ty  of success as w ell as d i r e c t ly  e ffe c t in g  the  

population. C onsequently  the re fo rm in g  zeal of the people was  

channeled into a re a s  w hich o f fe re d  a tang ib le  and v is ib le  re tu rn  

on the e f fo r t  expended. T h is  the G. E .  S .  could not o f fe r .  W ith  

the exception of two r a th e r  b r ie f  p e r io d s  when p u b lic  in te re s t  

was again a ro used  in the e a r ly  1 8 5 0 ’ s and 60 *s the S o c ie ty  p la y e d  

only a m inor ro le  in B r i t a in 's  a n t is la v e ry  and re fo rm  e f fo r ts .

101 B etw een 16 June 1841 and 27 S e p tem b er 1850 the S o c ie ty  
held a total o f 49 com mittee m eetings 23 of w hich took  
p lace  d u rin g  the F r e e  C hurch  C o n tro v e rs y  between 14 
M arch 1844 and 12 May 1847. T h e  G. E .  S .  a lso  held 18 
pu b lic  m eetings e x c lu s iv e  of the m eetings it o rg a n iz e d  in 

, o th er  p a r ts  of S co tla n d  fo r  v is i t in g  A m e ric a n  a b o lit io n is ts .  
S e e  G. E .  S . M inute Books I I I ,  IV  16 June 1841 to 27 
S e p te m b e r 1850.
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C H A P T E R  V I

T h e  F in a l  Y e a r s  of the G lasgow  Em anc ip atio n  S o c ie ty  1 8 5 2 -1 8 7 6

If  th e re  was e v e r  a book w hich re f le c te d  the o v e ra l l

philosophy of the w o r ld  ab o lit io n  movement that book was U n c le

Torres C a b in . It w as the a n s w e r to an a b o l i t io n is t ’ s p r a y e r .  It

was almost p e r fe c t .  H a r r ie t  B e e c h e r  S to w e  had w r i t te n  a novel

which v iv id ly  d e s c r ib e d  in the most h e a r t  ren d in g  te rm s e v e ry th in g

the B r i t is h  a b o lit io n is ts  had been p re a c h in g  s ince  the a n t is la v e ry

movement began in 1783. One p a s s a g e , by no means a ty p ic a l ,

i l lu s t ra te s  the inhum anity of s la v e r y ,  the d ign ity  of the ind iv idua l

n e g ro ,  and the humanity and C h r is t ia n ity  of his ra c e .

"T h e  F e b r u a r y  m orning looked g ra y  and d r iz z l in g  
through the w indows of U n c le  T o m ’ s cabin. It 
looked on downcast fa c e s ,  the images of mournful 
h e a r ts .  T h e  l i t t le  tab le  stood out be fo re  the f i r e ,  
covered  w ith  an iro n in g -c lo th ;  a c o a rs e  but c lean  
s h ir t  o r  tw o , f re s h  from  the i r o n ,  hung on the back  
of a c h a ir  by the f i r e ,  and Aunt Chloe had ano th er  
spread  out b e fo re  h e r  on the tab le . C a r e fu l ly  she  
rubbed and iro n ed  e v e ry  fo ld  and e v e ry  hem, w ith  
the most scrupu lous e x a c tn e s s , e v e ry  now and then 
ra is in g  h er  hand to her  fa c e  to w ipe off the te a rs  
that w e re  cou rs in g  down h e r  cheeks.

Tom sat b y , w ith  h is  testam ent open on his k n e e ,  
and his head leaning upon h is  hand; but n e ith e r  
spoke. It was yet e a r ly ,  and the c h ild re n  lay  all 
asleep together in th e ir  l i t t le  rude tru n d le -b e d .

To m , who had to the full the g e n tle ,  dom estic  h e a r t ,  
w h ic h , woe fo r  them! has been a p e c u l ia r  c h a r a c te r is t ic  
of his unhappy r a c e ,  got up and w alked  s i le n t ly  to look  
at his  c h ild re n .

’ I t 's  the last t im e , '  he s a id ." *

H e r e  w as Tom the loyal almost s a in t ly  s e rv a n t ,  devoted husband

and fa th e r  humbly subm itting to being taken from  his home and

fam ily  to s a tis fy  the debt of his m as te r . N oth ing  could be m ore

1 H a r r ie t  B e e c h e r  S to w e , U n c le  T o m 's  Cabin  : o r ,  S la v e
L i f e  in A m e r ic a  (E d in bu rg h  1852) p. 59.
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ca lc u la ted  to e n lis t  the sym pathies of the B r i t is h  people  who had f o r

decades been exposed to the propaganda of the a b o lit io n is ts .

F i r s t  published in 1852 U n c le  T o m ’ s Cabin was almost an

instantaneous success. In less  than eight months it reach ed  a

c irc u la t io n  of o v e r  one m ill io n  in B r i ta in  a lone . S h o r t ly  in a ll p a r ts
2

of the country  it was being d ra m a tis e d  and set to m usic. T h e  book

sold all o v e r  the w o r ld  and was t ra n s la te d  into at least tw e n ty -s ix  
3

languages. Once again s la v e ry  was back as n e v e r  b e fo re ,  in f ro n t  

of the p u b lic  eye . N oth ing could be m ore ben e fic ia l to the a n t i 

s la v e ry  cause than to have hundreds of thousands of people  p o u r in g  

o v e r  the t r ib u la t io n  of U n c le  Tom. It put f re s h  l i fe  into a badly  

fa i l in g  B r i t is h  a n t is la v e ry  c ru sad e . It can ’ t be sa id  to have

re v iv e d  the a n t is la v e ry  so c ie t ie s  as a w hole  but it c e r ta in ly  s p a rk e d
4

off new in te re s t  in the cause.

T h e  e ffec t of M rs .  S to w e ’ s book on the G . E .  S .  was

s ta r t l in g .  S in c e  the c o n tro v e rs y  w ith  the F r e e  C h urch  the S o c ie ty

had met in fre q u e n tly  and w ith  l i t t le  rea l purpose . It had contented
5

i ts e l f  w ith  r e v i l in g  the F u g i t iv e  S la v e  L a w  and c r i t ic iz in g  two 

new r iv a l  G lasgow  a n t is la v e ry  o rg a n iz a t io n s ,  the G lasgow  N e w  

A s s o c ia t io n  fo r  the A b o lit io n  of S la v e r y  and the G lasgow  F e m a le  

A s s o c ia t io n  fo r  the A b o lit io n  of S la v e r y ,  both of which w e re  s tro ng
g

in th e ir  opposition to G a rr is o n is m . T h e  F e m a le  A s s o c ia t io n  had

2 F r a n k  J. K l in g b e rg ,  ’’H a r r ie t  B e e c h e r  S to w e  and S o c ia l R eform  
in E n g la n d ” A m e ric a n  H is to r ic a l  R e v ie w , vo l. 43  (1 9 3 7 -3 8 )  5 4 4 -5

3 Ib id , p. 545 n. 11.
4 F o r  a d iscuss ion  on the d e te r io ra t in g  fo rtu n e s  of the B r i t is h

A n t is la v e ry  movement see T e m p e r le y  B r i t i s h  A n t is la v e ry  pp. 2 2 8 -3 2
5 G. E .  S .  M inute  Book I V ,  6 J a n u a ry  1851. G. E .  S . Annual R e p o rt

1 851. T h e  F u g it iv e  S la v e  L a w ,  w hich was passed as p a r t  of the  
G re a t  Com prom ise of 1850 , re q u ire d  the r e tu rn  of a ll fu g it iv e  
s laves  to th e ir  o w n e rs  from  any o th e r  s tate  inc lud ing  the  
’’ f r e e ” s tates  of the N o rth .

6 G a r r is o n  P a p e r s , M. S . A . 9. 2. v o l . 25 no. 5 0 ,S m ea l to W il l ia m
W e lls  B ro w n , 12 D ecem b er 1850. B . F .  A . S .  S .  P a p e r s ,  M. S .  S .
B r .  Emp. S 1 8. C 3 6 / 5 2 , Smeal to L .  A . C h a m e ro v z o w , 16 A p r i l  1853.
A  D efence of the G lasgow  F e m a le  A sso c ia t io n  fo r  the A b o lit io n
of S la v e r y  (G lasgow  1 8 5 ))  L e t t e r  I. Pam ph le t located in the  
M itche ll L i b r a r y ,  G la s g o w . G. E .  S . M inute Book I V , 2 6  A p r i l  1852.
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7been fo rm ed  at the ins tiga tion  o f  R ev . J. W. C. P e n n in g to n , a

I neg ro  a b o lit io n is t  re p re s e n t in g  the N ew  Y o r k  V ig i la n c e  C o m m ittee ,

a f te r  he had been rebuffed  by the G. E .  S .  due to his c h u rc h 's

a f f i l ia t io n  w ith  s laveho ld ing  churches  and his anti G a r r is o n  
0

attitud es . It s ta r te d  w ith a group of n ine  lad ies  d is s a t is f ie d  w ith the

p ro  G a r r is o n  po s itio n  of the "O ld  O rg a n iz a t io n "  G lasgow  F e m a le  Anti

S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  w h ic h , it w il l  be r e c a l le d ,  had b ro ken  o ff  from  the

o r ig in a l L a d ie s  A u x i l ia r y  S o c ie ty  w hich had by th is  tim e ceased to 
g

e x is t .  T h e  m en's N ew  A s s o c ia t io n  fo r  the ab o lit io n  o f S la v e r y  

was form ed around the c f t ^ s  D is s e n tin g  c le rg y  and the a re a s  

m oderate  a b o lit io n is ts  who had d is a s s o c ia te d  them selves d u rin g

7 W eston P a p e r s , M .S .  A . 9. 2. v o l . 25 (1 8 5 0 -5 1 )  no. 4 5 ,
A n d re w  P aton  to Anne W a r re n  W e s to n , 15 N o vem ber 1850.
R ev . D r .  J. W . C . Pennington (1 8 0 9 -1 8 7 0 )  was born a s la v e  
in M a ry la n d . A t the age of tw e n ty -o n e  he escaped and la te r  
became a m in is te r  in the A fr ic a n  C o ngregationa l C h u rch . He  
re p re s e n te d  C onnecticut at the London A n t i - S la v e r y  C on
vention in 1843 and was again in B r i ta in  at the tim e of the  
F u g it iv e  S la v e  A c t. Due to his  s tatus  as a fu g it iv e  s la v e  
this A ct p laced  him in some d if f ic u lt ie s  until f r ie n d s  ra is e d  
suff ic ien t money to pay fo r  his p u rch ase . H e  was then sold  
to a th ird  p a r ty  who l ib e ra te d  him. H is  la te r  l i fe  w as spent 
as a m in is te r  in v a r io u s  N e g ro  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h e s . He  
is a lso d iscussed in D ix o n , " T h e  A m e ric a n  N e g ro  in 
N ineteen th  C e n tu ry  S c o tla n d " , p. 96.

8 B ecause  of P en n in g ton 's  a f f i l ia t io n  w ith  a church  that re c e iv e d  
s la v e h o ld e rs  into fe llo w sh ip  the G. E .  S . fe l t  that they must 
d is a s s o c ia te  them selves from  any a n t is la v e ry  a c t iv i ty  he would  
be invo lved w ith  in G lasgow  because of the po s ition  the S o c ie ty  
had taken re g a rd in g  the F r e e  C h urch  and the E v a n g e lic a l  
A ll ia n c e .  S e e  G. E .  S . M inute  Book I V ,  31 J an u ary  1850. It  
was at th is  m eeting that the G. E .  S .  sent a R eso lu tio n  of  
condolence to the w idow of John M u r ra y  who died on 26  M arch  
1849. S e e  B . F ,  A . S .  S .  P a p e r s .  M. S .  S . B r .  E m p .S 1 8 .  
C 3 6 /5 2 ,  Smeal to L .  A . C h a m e ro v zo w , 16 A p r i l  1853.

9 E d inburgh  U n iv e r s i ty  L i b r a r y  E s t l in  P a p e r s ,  M ic ro f i lm  M 742  
Anti S la v e r y  C a u s e , passim .
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the 1841 d is ru p tio n . ^  C oncern  w ith  the byzan tin e  c o m p le x it ie s ,  

m anoeuvring  and f ru i t le s s  b ic k e r in g  is p o in t le s s  as it would only  

s e rv e  as a re p e t i t iv e  d iscussion  of ph ilosoph ica l ba tt le  lines  long  

f ro z e n  and by now ir re c o n c i la b le .  It w as m e re ly  a symptom of  

f ru s t r a t io n  common to many re fo rm  movements faced w ith  an in a b i l i ty  

to ach ie v e  p ra c t ic a l  o r  s ig n ifican t re s u lts .  T h e  p u b lic a t io n  of 

U n c le  T o m ’ s Cabin awoke new in te re s t  in s la v e ry  and a p o s s ib i l i ty  

of m eaningful action to fu r th e r  the a b o lit io n is t  e f fo r ts .  T h e  G. E .  S .  

which had met on ly  at r a th e r  long in te rv a ls  s ince  1847 and had 

held on ly  one pub lic  m eeting ,  ̂ once again  sprang  v ig o ro u s ly  back  

into l i f e ,  i f  only b r ie f ly .

T h e  S c o tt is h  a b o lit io n is ts  w e re  not s low  to r e a l is e  the  

poten tia l of the mass appeal o f U n c le  T o m 's  C a b in . I f  they could  

e ffe c t iv e ly  channel the popu lar enthusiasm  caused by S to w e rs book 

th e re  was a re a s o n a b le  p o s s ib i l i ty  of p re s s u r in g  the G overnm ent  

into some o v e r t  action which would s t im u la te  the A m e ric a n  South  

e ith e r  c o m m erc ia lly  o r  econom ically  to abo lish  s la v e ry .  A long these  

l ines  the G. E .  S . met in Com m ittee on N o vem b er 9 ,  1852 to c o n s id e r  

a proposal by the F r ie n d s  of E m anc ip a tio n  in E d in b u rg h  fo r  a P enny  

O ffe r in g  from  e v e ry  re a d e r  of U n c le  Torres Cabin  and p e rh a p s  a

10 B . F .  A . S .  S .  P a p e r s ,  M. S . S . B r .  Em p. S 1 8 . C 3 6 / 5 2 ,
Smeal to L .  A . C h a m e ro v zo w , 16 A p r i l  1853.
A  D e fence  of the G lasgow  F e m a le  A s s o c ia t io n  fo r  the 
A b o lit io n  o f S l a v e r y , see A p p e n d ix .
S to w e , Sunny M em ories  of F o re ig n  Lan ds  I ,  58.

11 Betw een May 1847 and N o vem b er 1852 the G. E .  S .  Com m ittee  
met only ten times. T h e  p u b lic  m eeting on 6 Ja n u a ry  1851 
was c a lle d  to h e a r  W il l ia m  W e lls  B ro w n , a fu g it iv e  s la v e  
from  A m e r ic a .  S e e  G. E .  S .  M inute Book I V ,  25 August  
1847 to 9 N o vem ber 1852.
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N a tio n a l R em onstrance  against A m e r ic a n  s la v e ry .  T o  th is  the  

S o c ie ty  r e a d i ly  a g reed  and d e term ined  to engage the C ity  H a ll fo r  

a p u b lic  m eeting to s p ark  o ff  the d r iv e .  Subsequently  a m eeting  

was held on N ovem ber 16 in the C ity  H a ll w ith  Sm eal in the c h a ir .

On a motion by R ev . W il l ia m  S c o t t ,  an Independent m in is te r ,  and 

seconded by W il l ia m  W e lls  B ro w n , a fu g it iv e  s lave  from  A m e r ic a ,  

the G. E .  S . h a iled  the pub lica tion  of U n c le  To m !s Cabin  and s ince  

it fe l t  that the book would do so much good they a g re e d  to unite
1 3w ith  the E d inb urgh  S o c ie ty  in the P enny O ffe r in g  then in p ro g re s s .

T h e  P en ny  O ffe r in g  was to be set up in this m anner : 1) P u b l ic

m eetings w e re  to be convened w h e re v e r  success w as thought to be

p o s s ib le  fo r  the so le  purpose of c re a t in g  in te re s t ;  2) In cases

w h e re  p u b lic  m eetings w e re  in e x p e d ie n t, a few  zea lous  people

f r ie n d ly  to the cause of em ancipation w e re  to take c h a rg e  and d iv id e

the to w n  o r  d is t r ic t  up and canvas appointed a re a s  so that no s tre e t

o r  even a s ing le  house would be m issed; 3) Some w o rk  to be done

c o n g re g a tio n a lly  by co llec tion s  on the sabbath o r  by the church

mem bers s o lic it in g  s u b scrip tio n s . A  specia l c i r c u la r  on the subject

had been add ressed  to M in is te rs  of the Gospel o f e v e ry  denom ination

on the sub jec t;  4) O w n e rs  and M an ag ers  of P u b l ic  W o rk s  could aid

by in te re s t in g  those in th e ir  employment and appointing an employee

to c o lle c t  the O ffe r in g ;  5) Even in d iv id u a ls  could w o rk  at the scheme
14by going around and co lle c t in g  fo r  the O ffe r in g .  T h e  idea  w as to 

c o lle c t  from  e v e ry  perso n  who had rea d  U n c le  T o m 's  C ab in  a con

tr ib u t io n  of at least one penny to be sent to M rs . S to w e  fo r  h e r  to
1 5use as she deemed f i t  in the f ight aga inst s la v e ry .  T h e  m eeting

12 G. E .  S .  M inute  Book I V ,  9 N o vem ber 1852.

13 Ib id , 1 6 N o vem ber 1852

14 G. E . S .  M is c e llan eo u s  P a p e r s , U n c le  To m ’ s P enny O ffe r in g
and N ationa l R em onstrance  1 6 N ovem ber 1852.

15 G. E .  S .  M inute Book I V ,  1 6 N ovem ber 1852.
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also  ag re e d  to jo in  in a N ationa l R em onstrance  w ith  the people of 

the U n ite d  S ta te s  against s la v e ry  as suggested by E d in b u rg h . T e n  

days la te r  at a m eeting of Com m ittee a d ra f t  of the N ationa l R e 

m onstrance was re a d  and approved  and the G. E .  S .  a g re e d  to a 

P ro p o s it io n  by E d in b u rg h  that it take  c a re  of the W est of S co tlan d  

in the P enny O ffe r in g .  T h e  S o c ie ty  a lso proposed that it would  

issue its  own c i r c u la r  re g a rd in g  the O ffe r in g .  H o w e v e r ,  the 

Com m ittee did dec ide  to w r i t e  to the E d inb urgh  S o c ie ty  s ta ting  that 

instead of mass s ig n a tu re s  of the R em onstrance  m ere ly  the

s ig n a tu re s  of the C h a irm an  of the v a r io u s  p u b lic  m eetings would  
1 6su ff ice . T h is  c le a r ly  ind icates  the de c lin in g  fo rtu n e s  and 

enthusiasm  of the S o c ie ty  fo r  as it im plied the com piling of a la rg e  

petit io n  was com plete ly  beyond its  f in anc ia l c a p a b il i t ie s .  It is  a lso  

in d ic a t iv e  of a r e a l is t ic  a tt itud e  r e g a r d in g  the e ffe c t iv e n e s s  of  

sending o v e r  to the U n ite d  S ta te s  of any huge p e t it io n . It would  

be, as the Com m ittee s ta ted , " re g a rd e d  as m ere  w a s te p a p e r" .  No  

doubt t ru e . T h e  S o c ie ty  r e a l is t ic a l ly  be lie v e d  that pub lica tion  in

the n ew sp ap ers  was the only way to get it in f ro n t  of the A m e ric a n
.  . .  17publ ic.

Em otion im m ediately  began to run high re g a rd in g  the Penny

O ffe r in g .  T h e  a b o li t io n is ts  w e re  on the c re s t  of a huge emotional

w ave  and a most w elcom e and unexpected w ave at that. In an

e d ito r ia l  in the B r i t is h  F r ie n d  Smeal c la im ed that "A t no p e r io d

in o u r  rem em brance -  c e r ta in ly  not s ince the ab o lit io n  o f colonial

s la v e ry  -  has the fe e lin g  of the cou ntry  been ra is e d  to such a pitch
1 8as at the p re s e n t  moment;" T h is  does not seem to be an o v e r 

statem ent and subsequent events ind ica te  that i f  anything Smeal 

was u n d e rs ta t in g  the case.

16 Ib id , 26  N o vem ber 1852.

17 Ibid.

18 B r i t is h  F r i e n d , D ecem b er 1852. A ls o  see G a r r is o n  P a p e r s ,
M .S .  A . 1. 2. v o l . 22 (1 8 5 2 ) ,  H e n ry  W igham  to G a r r is o n ,  17 
N o vem ber 1852. W eston  P a p e r s , M .S .  A . 9. 2. vo l. 26 (1852)  
no. 71 , Jane W igham  to Anne W a r re n  W es to n , 18 N ovem ber 1852.

201



T h e  excitem ent o v e r  the P enny O ffe r in g  and the N ationa l

R em onstrance  in the W est of S co tla n d  had up to th is  tim e been the

sole  concern  of the G. E .  S . w h ile  the two "n e w 11 o rg a n iz a t io n s

m ere ly  looked on from  the s id e lin e s . T h is  was soon rem edied

how ever when the Rev. W a r d la w ,  a c tin g  at the suggestion of W il l ia m

Paton and through the two r iv a l  s o c ie t ie s  issued an in v ita t io n  to M rs .
1 9S tow e  to v is i t  B r i ta in  at the expense of these com m ittees. T h is

could only have been m o rtify in g  to the G . E .  S . fo r  no m atte r  how much

enthusiasm  it might drum up o v e r  the P enny O ffe r in g  an actual v is i t

to S co tlan d  by the au th o r would d w a r f  any excitem ent it might a ro use .

It must also have -been a sou rce  of some com pensation to W a rd la w  who

could look back to the b it te rn e s s  of 1840-1  and the person a l a tta c k s
20on him by the G. E .  S . in 1846. M in o r  com pensation could be 

gleaned fo r  the G. E . S . from  the op p o rtu n ity  to p re s e n t the O ffe r in g  

in perso n  to S tow e  but it c e r ta in ly  must h a v e  been i r r i t a t in g  fo r  a 

r iv a l  a n t is la v e ry  group to be hosting the h e ro in e  it had been w o rk in g  

so h a rd  fo r .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  the co lle c t io n  of s u b scrip tio n s  fo r  the  

O ffe r in g  p ro ceed ed  at an im p re s s iv e  ra te .  In ju s t th re e  months the

19 S h e p p e rs o n , ,fH a r r ie t  B e e c h e r  S to w e  and S c o tla n d  1 8 5 2 -5 3 n 
pp. 4 3 -4 .  S to w e , Sunny M em o ries  o f F o re ig n  Lands I ,  52. 
W ils o n , C ru s a d e r  in C r in o l in e  pp. 1 9 9 -2 0 0
G a rr is o n  P a p e r s , M .S .  A . 1. 2. v o l . 22 (1 853) no. 31 ,
Smeal to G a r r is o n ,  4 M arch 1853. T h is  le t te r  a lso  shows the  
deep concern which Smeal had o v e r  M rs . S to w e 's  a tt itud e  
concern ing  G a r r is o n  and the A . A . S .  S .  and h is  hope that she 
would come out in support o f the G a rr is o n ia n  a b o lit io n is ts .

20 S e e  Ch. IV  passim  and Ch. V  p. 1 86 
G lasgow  A rg u s ,  29 O c to b e r  1846
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G. E .  S .  had add ressed  o v e r  one thousand c i r c u la r s  and copies

of the R em onstrance  to m in is te rs  of n e a r ly  e v e ry  C h r is t ia n

D enom ination  in the C ity  and W e s t of S c o tlan d . By F e b r u a r y  1853

a number of the R em onstrances  had a lre a d y  been re tu rn e d  accom panied

w ith  O ffe r in g  rem ittan ces  and w i t h  a c o n s id e ra b le  sum a lre a d y
21c o lle c te d  the d r iv e  continued. At the same tim e the S o c ie ty  sent  

out two hundred C i r c u la r s ,  fu rn is h e d  to it by the E d in b u rg h  

C om m ittee , to the u p p e rc la s s e s  s ta t in g  that the T e s tim o n ia l would
22soon be wound up and inv it ing  th e i r  con tr ib u tio n s  on a la rg e  s c a le .

M rs . S tow e  le ft  Boston f o r  B r i ta in  on M arch  3 0 ,  1853

and a r r iv e d  in L iv e rp o o l on A p r i l  10. T h r e e  days la te r  she a r r iv e d

in G lasg o w  w h e re  she re c e iv e d  nothing less than an o v e rp o w e r in g

rec e p tio n . On h e r  f i r s t  day the L o r d  P ro v o s t  p e rs o n a lly  e s c o r te d

her on a tour of the c ity  and the C a th e d ra l w h e re  thousands queued
23up to look at h e r  s ig n a tu re  in the v is i to r s  book. T h e  fo llo w in g  

day she attended a s o ire e  in h e r  honour given by the two "new "  

o rg a n iz a t io n s  in C ity  H a ll a ttended by o v e r  two thousand m em bers of  

the m iddle and upper c la s s es . A t a s im i la r  function the fo llo w in g  day 

she re c e iv e d  members of the w o rk in g  c la s s es  though th is  time the  

turnout was somewhat s m a lle r .  A t n e ith e r  s o ire e  w e re  any members  

of the G. E .  S .  in ev iden ce  thus r a th e r  po in ted ly  dep ic ting  the extent
24

of the enmity then e x is tin g  betw een the two r iv a l  antU slavery  fa c t io n s .

On the 18th of A p r i l  S to w e  t ra v e l le d  to E d in b u rg h  w h e re  h e r  

re c e p tio n  if  anything d w a rfe d  that o f G lasgow . H e r e  the c ro w d s  lined  

the s tre e ts  as the L o rd  P ro v o s t  took h e r  on a to u r  of the c ity .  T h e  

reaso n  fo r  h e r  t r ip  to E d in b u rg h  had of c o u rse  been to re c e iv e  the  

Penny O ffe r in g .  A t a s o ire e  s im i la r  to the one g iven  in G lasgow  

but this time held  by the G a r r is o n ia n  E d in b u rg h  L a d le s  E m ancipation  

S o c ie ty  she re c e iv e d  one thousand gold s o v ere ig n s  p re s e n te d  on a

21 G. E .  S .  M inute Book I V ,  15 F e b r u a r y  1853.
22  Ib id .
23 W ils o n ,  C ru s a d e r  in C r in o l in e  p . 21 3
24 S h e p p e rs o n , " H a r r ie t  B e e c h e r  S tow e  and S c o tla n d "  pp. 4 0 -3

W ils o n ,  C ru s a d e r  in C r in o l  ine pp. 2 1 4 -5  . S to w e ,  Sunny  
M em o ries  ot l -o re lg n  L a n d s  I ,  5 7 -6 0
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25 is i lv e r  s a lv e r .  T h e  con tr ibu tio n  from  G lasgow  of £ 7 9 .  9s. 2 3 d.

was second only to that of E d in b u rg h  w hich c o llec ted  £ 2 0 9 .  4s . 9^d.

In all c o lle c t io n s  w e re  re c e iv e d  from  two hundred and e ig h ty - tw o

d if fe re n t  loca tion s  in v a ry in g  amounts ran g in g  from  Is .  fro m

M iddlesbrough to the much la r g e r  amounts from  E d in b u rg h  and
2 6G lasgow . T h e  l is t  below  c o v e rs  the m ore  generous re c e ip ts .

E d in b u rg h £ 2 0 9 . 4. 9 id .
G lasgow 79. 9. 2 id .
D unferm l ine 31. 6 . 3d.
B e rw i c k - o n - T  weed 30. -d .
F a l k i r k 23. ^ • -d .
M ontrose 2 2 . *  • -d .
K irk w a l  1 2 1 . ' • -d .
A rb ro a th 18. 9. -d .
P e r th 17. 12 . 6d.
B re c h in 17. 10 . 6d.
Duns 16. 1 . 7d.
Gal ash ie l s 16. * 5d.
K ilm a rn o c k 15. 4. 6d.
Langholm 15. m 6d.
S u n d e rla n d 14. 16. 10 d.
W est L in to n 14. 10 . -d .
B an ff 14. 8 . 9d.
M e lro s e 1 3. 13. 2d.
L e ith 12 . 15. 2 d.
Al loa 10 . 19. 1 d.
I rv in e 10 . 2 . -d .

T h is  tim e m em bers of the G. E .  S . w e r e  p re s e n t owing to the con

spicuous p a r t  they had p layed in the O ffe r in g .  It is  in te re s t in g  to 

note Smea Ms re a c t io n  to S to w e  as it c le a r ly  points out what w as  

fo rem ost in his m ind, re g a rd in g  her in fluen ce  and im p o rtan ce  in the 

movement. Sm eal stated  :

"On the w ho le  Mm of opinion that H a r r ie t  S to w e s 1 

v is i t  w i l l  be o f  s e r v ic e ,  e v e n  to o u r  v ie w s  of Anti 

S la v e r y  p r in c ip le  and ac tio n . At E d inb urgh  in 

p a r t ic u la r ,  H . B. S .  came out p re t ty  strong about 

G a r r is o n ,  and even the p ro fe s s o r  s a id ,  re g a rd in g

25 W ils o n ,  C r u s a d e r  in C r in o l in e  pp. 21 5 - 6
S to w e ,  Sunny M em o ries  o f  F o re ig n  Lan ds  I ,  80-1  , 8 4 - 6

26  G. E .  S .  Mi seel I aneous P a p e r s , see  S u b s c r ip t io n s  fo r  the 
U n c le  T o m 's  P enny O ffe r in g
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S o c ia l Anti S la v e r y  sen tim en t, that nothing b e t te r

would be o r  had been w r i t te n  on the s u b je c t,  than

what W . L .  G. had penned and recommended his
27w r it in g s  to be rea d . 11 

S m e a l!s concern  w ith  S to w e ’ s a n t is la v e ry  stand was un de rs ta n d a b le  

because she was not ju s t  an o th e r  v is i t in g  A m e ric a n  a b o lit io n is t  

to be ignored  i f  h e r  ideas fa i le d  to harm onise  w ith  the p a r ty  l in e .

S to w e  at th is  point was the A m e ric a n  a b o lit io n is t  m ore  im portan t  

than any s o c ie ty  o r  p a r t ic u la r  a b o lit io n is t  ideology. F o r  the s im ple  

reason that she was l io n ize d  by soc ie ty  and the impact of what she  

said  c a r r ie d  f a r t h e r  and had much g r e a te r  im port than all the B r i t is h  

a n t is la v e ry  le a d e rs  o r  s o c ie t ies  combined. I f  she had come out 

stro ng ly  aga inst G a r r is o n  o r  condemned him it most c e r ta in ly  would  

have meant the end o f the G. E .  S .  as a res p e c ta b le  society  w hich  

w o u ld , no doubt, cause its  imm ediate d isso lu tion .

A f te r  the E d inb urgh  s o ire e  S to w e  went north  w h e re  she was  

p re s e n te d  w ith  an add itiona l £ 1 8 0 .  In A b e rd e e n  she was given £ 1 2 0  

and the re m a in d e r  came from  the anti s la v e ry  soc ie ty  o f Dundee. L a t e r  

she re tu rn e d  to E d in b u rg h  w hile  h e r  husband C a lv in  and son , C h a r le s  

stopped o ff  in G lasgow  once again to add ress  a tem perance  r a l ly
28and re c e iv e  an a d d re s s  from  the students of the U n iv e r s i ty  of G lasgow .  

A f te r  a b r ie f  stay in E d in b u rg h  she t ra v e l le d  south to England w h e re  

she w as p re s e n te d  w ith  a fu r th e r  O f fe r in g  of £1 ,8 0 0 .  In all she  

c o lle c te d  o v e r  ^ 2 0 , 0 0 0  in B r i ta in  fro m  the O f fe r in g ,  well o v e r  a 

th ird  of which came from  S cotland . A ll this w a s  accom plished in 

jus t o v e r  seven months and g ives  some ind ication  of jus t how w id e -

27 G a r r is o n  P a p e r s , M .S .  A . 9. 2. vo l. 27 (1853) no. 3 7 ,  Smeal 
to M a ry  E s t l in ,  17 May 1 8 5 3 .
B . F .  A . S .  S .  P a p e r s , M. S .  S .  B r .  Em p. S 1 8 . C 3 6 / 5 2 ,  Smeal 
t o L . A .  C h a m e ro v zo w , 16 A p r i l  1853.

28 G . E .  S .  M isce llan eo u s  P a p e r s ,  U n c le  T o m ’ s P en ny  O ffe r in g  
S ta tem ent o f Com m ittee.
W i ls o n ,  C ru s a d e r  in C r in o l in e  pp. 21 7 -8 .

205



s p re a d  and intense was the enthusiasm  fo r  the book and the O ffe r in g .

T h e  money was c o llec ted  and g iven  to S to w e  with no s tr in g s  attached

as to w hat she was to do w ith  it though it was understood it w as to

be used in the a n t is la v e ry  cause. T h e  S ta tem ent of Com m ittee of

the U n c le  T o m 's  Penny O ffe r in g  sta tes  :

" T h e  Com m ittee a re  not at p re s e n t in possession of  
exact in form ation  res p e c tin g  the instram enta l it ie s  
through which M rs . S tow e  has re s o lv e d  to expend  
the " O ffe r in g "  but they have e v e r  fe lt  the utmost 
confidence that she w il l  apply it in the most 
ju d ic iou s  m an n e r , to aid the cause of the S la v e ;  
an opinion which M rs . S to w e 's  anti S la v e r y  p r o 
ceedings, subsequent to h e r  re tu rn  to A m e r ic a  
has tended to g re a t ly  con firm . "29

T h is  is fu r th e r  borne  out by a le t te r  accom panying a fu r th e r  donation

rem itte d  to S tow e from  S co tlan d  of £ 1 5 0  in F e b r u a r y  1854. W il l ia m

D u ncan , s e c re ta ry  of the Penny O ffe r in g  w ro te  " T h e  Com m ittee

confide the disposal of the sum , now re m it te d ,  e n t ire ly  to y o u rs e l f ,

b e lie v in g  you w il l  apply it in the way l ik e ly  to do most good to the
30A nti S la v e r y  C ause in A m e r ic a ."  W h a te v e r  e v e n tu a lly  became

of the money is unknown as M rs . S to w e  n e v e r  re n d e re d  an account

of what s h e  did w ith  i t .  It is p ro b a b le  that she a p p ro p r ia te d  it fo r
31h e r  own p r iv a te  use. S he  c e r ta in ly  had no qualms about ta k in g  it

and seemed to accept it as h e r  ju s t due p ro b a b ly  because she had

re c e iv e d  no ro y a lt ie s  from  the s a le s  of h e r  book owing to the lack  of
32a co p yrig h t t re a ty  between B r i ta in  and the U n ite d  S ta tes . T h is  

a ttitu d e  is  re f le c te d  in a le t te r  from  h e r  to Duncan acknow ledging  

re c e ip t  of the £ 1 5 0  he had sent along. T h e  le t te r  m ere ly  acknow 

ledges that the money was re c e iv e d  w ithout re n d e r in g  even a hint
33of g ra t itu d e  o r  thanks.

29 G. E .  S . Mi seel I aneous P a p e rs  , U n c le  T o m 's  P enny O ffe r in g  
Statem ent of Com m ittee. G a r r is o n  P a p e r s , M. S . A . 1. 2. 
vo l. 22 (1 8 5 2 ) ,  H e n ry  W igham  to G a r r is o n ,  17 N o vem b er 1852.

30 G . E .  S .  M isc e lla n e o u s  P a p e  r s ,  W il l ia m  Duncan to H . B . S to w e ,
8 F e b r u a r y  1854.

31 W ils o n , C ru s a d e r  in C r in o l ine p. 225
32 Ib id , pp. 2 2 5 -6
33 G. E .  S . M is ce llaneous P a p e r s ,  H . B . S to w e  to W il l ia m  D uncan ,

1 6 M arch  1 854.



T h e  Penny O ffe r in g  was a much needed i f  b r ie f  w in d fa ll  fo r  

the G. E .  S .  as an o rg a n iz a t io n . T h e  p u b lic 's  a tten tion  was once  

again tuned in to the prob lem  of s la v e ry  if  not e x a c tly  the a n t i 

s la v e ry  cause. T h e  cause ho w ever could not help but ben efit  from  

th is  re s u rg e n c e  of in te re s t  as ind icated  by the renew ed a c t iv i ty

of the G. E .  S . in la te  1852 and 1853. D u r in g  th is  p e r io d  the
3 4

S o c ie ty  met a total of seven t im e s , and w h ile  it must be adm itted

that this cannot be com pared w ith  e a r l i e r  p e r io d s  of exc item ent in

the 30 's  and 4 0 's  it n e v e r th e le s s  i l lu s t ra te s  the e ffec t of U n c le

T o m 's  C ab in  on the movement. H o w e v e r ,  th is  ren ew al of in te re s t

w as only ach ieved  at the s a c r i f ic e  of the assum ptions of men l ik e

Smeal and the now deceased M u r ra y  that the N e g ro  was in a ll  ways

the equal o f the w h ites . It was th e ir  contention that It w as the

ins titu tio n  of s la v e ry  i ts e l f  that inh ib ited  the b lack  from  re a c h in g
35his fu ll po ten tia l and not any inate  c h a r a c te r is t ic  of h is  ra c e .

S tow e  had re in v ig o ra te d  B r i t is h  a b o lit io n ism  and made it fa s h io n 

ab le  once m ore due to h e r  trem endous rec e p tio n  and h e r  f r a t e r 

n isa tio n  w ith  the up per c ru s t  of B r i t is h  soc ie ty . Thro ug ho ut h e r  

tour she had been re c e iv e d  and id o lize d  by such notab les as L o r d  

and Lady  G a in s b o ro u g h , S i r  W il l ia m  H a m ilto n , C h a r le s  D ic k e n s ,

the D uke and Duchess of S u th e r la n d ,  L o r d  R u s s e l l ,  and in n u m e r-  
36able  o th e rs .  H o w e v e r ,  s ince  she had now made abo lit io n ism

fash ion ab le  it was the brand  of abo lit io n ism  as expounded by
37H a r r ie t  B e e c h e r  S to w e  a la U n c le  T o m 's  C ab in . It cannot be 

said  that the b lack  in the "C a b in "  is the social and b io log ica l equal

34 G. E .  S .  M inute  Book I V ,  9 N o vem b er 1852 to 20 D e c e m b e r 1853.

35 R ic e ,  " T h e  S c o tt is h  F a c to r  In T h e  F ig h t  A g a in s t A m e r ic a n  
S Ia v e r y "  p. 518

36 S to w e , Sunny M em ories  of F o re ig n  Lan ds  I ,  17 2 , 1 7 4 ,
2 5 8 -6 7 ,  3 0 1 -1 3 .

37 F i l l e r ,  C ru s a d e  A gainst S la v e r y  pp. 2 0 8 -1 0
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of the w h ite  and th is  is p re c is e ly  what the m em bers of the G . E .  S .

had been p re a c h in g  since th e ir  e a r l ie s t  days . A t almost e v e ry

p u b lic  m eeting this po int had been d r iv e n  home in te rm in a b ly  by

s p e a k e r  a f te r  s p e a k e r . L ik e w is e  one o f the n o v e l's  main

c h a r a c te r s ,  the fu g it iv e  s lave  G eo rg e  H a r r i s ,  is g ripped  w ith  a
38d e s ire  to re tu rn  to A f r ic a  which he fe lt  was his re a l home.

T h is ,  o f c o u rs e ,  im plied  approval of the c o lo n iza t io n  schem e w hich

had, s ince the v is i t  o f G a r r is o n  in 1833 been a bogey to B r i t is h

a b o lit io n is ts  (S e e  C h a p te r  I I I  pp. 74 ). It was now S tow e  who

was the p e rs o n if ic a t io n  of abo litio n ism  and in o r d e r  to re ta in

re s p e c ta b i l i ty  s o c ie t ie s  such as the G. E .  S .  w e re  fo rc e d  to accept

o r  at leas t to le ra te  h e r  stand. She  had taken the movement out

of the chu rch es  and pub lic  m eeting h a lls  and p laced  it in the d ra w in g

rooms of the u p p er  c la s s es . T h is  was p r e c is e ly  what the G. E . S .

had been t ry in g  to avoid  by its  num erous p u b lic  m eetings and

p e tit io n s . Any success it had been ab le  to ach ieve  had been

through p o p u la r  support on the p a r t  of the m iddle c la s s es . N o w ,

h o w e v e r ,  the S o c ie ty  was in e ffec t le ft  high and d ry .  T h e  w o rk in g

c la s s e s ,  who had a lw ays  been outs ide  the movement and had n e v e r

lent it any re a l s u p p o rt ,  w e re  fu r th e r  a l ie n a te d  by th is  new shift
39in the movement. A ll th is  is r a th e r  d ra m a t ic a l ly  i l lu s t ra te d  by 

the a lm ost im m ediate drop o ff  in a c t iv ity  of the G. E .  S . a f te r  the 

conclusion o f the Penny O ffe r in g .

S to w e 's  r e tu rn  to A m e r ic a  and the te rm in a tio n  of the Penny  

O ffe r in g  le ft  a void  in the movement in G lasgow . W ith  no p a r t ic u la r  

program m e o r  c o n tro v e rs y  the C om m ittee now began m eeting only fo r  

s p e c if ic  reaso ns  such as to g re e t  a v is i t in g  A m e ric a n  a b o lit io n is t  o r

38 S to w e ,  U n c le  T o m 's  Cabin  pp. 2 7 1 -3

39 R ic e ,  " T h e  S c o tt is h  F a c t o r  In T h e  F ig h t  A g a in s t A m erican  
S Ia v e r y "  p . 494.
T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  pp. 2 2 5 -6
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in resp o n se  to a request by the B . F .  A . S .  S . fo r  p a r t ic u la r  ac tion .

In S e p te m b e r 1853 the Com m ittee met to re c e iv e  James M i l l e r

M cK Im , of P h i la d e lp h ia ,  and one of the fou nd ers  of A m e ric a n

a b o lit io n is m , and a g reed  to hold a p u b lic  meeting fo r  him to ta lk
40on the h is to ry  and p re s e n t  s ta te  o f the A m e ric a n  movement. In 

D ecem b er 1853 the Com m ittee again met to d ra w  up a m em orial to 

the new ly  form ed M ancheste r  Anti S la v e r y  Union as to th e ir  

sentim ents con cern ing  such an o rg a n iz a t io n . T h is  u n s o lic ite d  

document is in te re s t in g  fo r  a number o f reasons. T h e  p r im a r y  one  

is that the adv ic e  the G. E .  S . g ives  to the Union sta tes  **. . . that  

the ground occupied by the Union be so b ro a d , c le a r ,  and un

m istakab le  that its fu tu re  op era tion  shall not be impeded by any

of the causes of l im ita t io n ,  of d is s e n s io n , and d is t ra c t io n ,  of which
41we have a lre a d y  had e x p e r ie n c e . n T h is  c le a r ly  ind ica tes  that the  

S o c ie ty  w as fu l ly  a w a re  of the harm  caused to its  o rg a n iz a t io n  by its  

incessant b ic k e r in g  both in te rn a l ly  and w ith  the B . F .  A. S .  S .  T h is  

h o w ever did not stop it from  going on to c r i t i c i z e  the B . F .  A . S .  S .  

as having lost the confidence of the a b o lit io n is t  movement. T h e  

G. E . S .  had s t i l l  not fo rg iv e n  the London group nor fo rg o tte n  th e ir  

past d if fe re n c e s .  F in a l ly  the S o c ie ty  went on to recommend that

40 W y a t t -B r o w n ,  L e w is  Tappan and the E v a n g e lic a l W a r  A gainst  
S la v e r y  p . 310.
G. E .  S .  M inute Book I V ,  1 S e p te m b e r 185 3 , 5 S e p te m b e r  1853. 
A p p a re n t ly  the p u b lic  m eeting was held  though th e re  seems to 
be no account of it e i th e r  in the M inute  Book o r  in the con
tem p o rary  n ew sp a p e rs . T h is  is unusual fo r  the p u b lic  
m eetings of the G. E .  S . w e re  g e n e ra l ly  w ell re p o r te d  in 
the l ib e ra l  p re s s  of the day and the M inutes of 5 S e p te m b e r  
1853 s p e c if ic a l ly  mention that accounts w e re  to be found in 
the n e w sp ap ers . T h e  com plete lack  of c o v e ra g e  leads one 
to b e lie v e  that the m eeting w as of so l i t t le  consequence that 
the n e w sp ap ers  deemed it unw orthy  o f co verag e .

41 G. E .  S .  M is c e llan eo u s  P a p e r s , A d d re s s  to the M an ch es te r  
A nti S la v e r y  U n ion .
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the U n ion re ta in  its  independence fro m  the B . F .  A .  S .  S .  thus

r e - i t e r a t in g  th e ir  own d e te rm in a tio n  to re ta in  th e ir  independence

even at the expense of national un ity .

F o r  n e a r ly  one y e a r  th e re  w e re  no m eetings o f the G. E .  S .

F i n a l l y ,  in N o vem ber 1854 the Com m ittee met to co n s id e r  a c i r c u la r

by the B . F .  A . S .  S .  c a l l in g  fo r  a c o n fe re n c e  of the f r ie n d s  of

abo lit io n ism  to meet in London on the 29th and 30th of N o vem b er.

T o  th is  the S o c ie ty  re a d i ly  a g reed  adding that it e a rn e s t ly  hoped

that the forthcom ing con fe ren ce  would avoid  anything l ik e  a

s e c ta r ia n  fe e lin g  o r  je a lo u s y . A s  d e le g a te s  to the c o n fe re n c e ,

they appointed Thom pson, Thom as G ra h a m e , Rev. J e f f re y  and John

N ic h o l , P r o fe s s o r  of A stronom y at the U n iv e r s i ty  of G lasgow . None
42of these d e le g a te s , except fo r  Thom pson, was ab le  to attend.

43S ix  months la te r  in A p r i l  1855 the S o c ie ty  re c e iv e d  P a r k e r  P i l l s b u r y ,

a fa n a tic a l A m e ric a n  G a r r is o n ia n  who was to u rin g  B r i ta in  p re a c h in g

against the B . F .  A . S . S .  A t th is  stage it should be added that the

B. F .  A .  S .  S .  was now under the le a d e rs h ip  of a new s e c r e ta r y  L o u is

A. C ham erovzow  who had been w o rk in g  h a rd  fo r  a re c o n c il ia t io n

between the contending fac tion s  in the a b o lit io n is t  movement w ith  some
44

m easure  of success. It is in d ic a tiv e  of the ill  feel mg which the

42 B . F .  A . S .  S .  P a p e r s ,  M. S .  S .  B r .  Emp. S I  8. C 3 6 /5 6 .
G. E .  S .  M inute  Book I V ,  15 N o vem ber 185 4 , 4 A p r i l  1855.

43 P a r k e r  P i l ls b u r y  seemed to have much in common w ith  John
C o ll in s  as re g a rd s  to fan a tica l a n t is la v e ry  z e a l .  E v e n  so 
rad ic a l an a b o lit io n is t  as W endell P h i l l ip s  re g a rd e d  him as 
a fa n a t ic . H e f i r s t  became known in the a n t is la v e ry  move
ment when as a young theology student he s p e c ia l iz e d  in the 
r a th e r  s p e c ta c u la r  action o f  barg in g  into church s e rv ic e s  and 
demanding to be h e a rd  from  the pew s. S e e  N y e ,  W il I jam 
L lo y d  G a r r is o n  and the H u m a n ita r ia n  R e fo rm e rs  pp. 7 8 -9
and T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  p. 244.

44 G. E .  S .  M inute  Book I V ,  4 A p r i l  1855. It was at th is  m eeting
that the s e c re ta r ie s  asked P i l ls b u r y  to a d d re s s  what they 
term ed a m oderate  s ize d  p u b lic  m eeting in the M erch an ts  H a ll 
on 10 A p r i l  1855. F o r  a d iscu ss io n  of the w o rk  C ham erovzow  
was doing to attem pt to b r in g  about a re c o n c il ia t io n  between  
the contending fa c t io n s  of the a n t is la v e ry  m ovement, see  
T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  pp. 2 4 2 -4
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S o c ie ty  s t i l l  re ta in e d  to w ard  London at th is  tim e that the G. E .  S .

a rra n g e d  fo r  a p u b lic  m eeting fo r  P i l ls b u r y  to vent h is  w ra th  aga inst

the B. F .  A . S .  S .  In f a c t  P i l l  sbury  sa id  nothing p a r t ic u la r ly  s ta r t  I ing

o r  re v e a l in g  to the few  who tu rned  up at the m eeting but m e re ly  went

o v e r  the oft c o vered  grounds con cern in g  the contending a b o lit io n is t

fac tion s . T o  the p u b lic  the sub ject held  no in te re s t  and they stayed

away in d ro v e s . T h e  excuse o f fe re d  fo r  th is  s lim  a ttendance w as
4 5

inclem ent w e a th e r  though s im ple  apathy comes n e a r e r  the t ru th .

Betw een 10 A p r i l  1855 and 10 M arch  1859 the G . E .  S .  met only

one tim e in response  to a c i r c u la r  by the Rev. E d w a rd  M atthew s of

A m e r ic a  and re p re s e n t in g  the F r e e  B ap tis t  M is s io n a ry  S o c ie ty .  T h e

C ir c u la r  req uested  the S o c ie ty  to m em o ria lis e  the fo rth com in g

August 1 , 1857 C o n fe re n ce  of the W es le y a n  M ethod ists  not to r e c e iv e

Rev. B ishop Sim pson and Rev. D r .  M cC lin to c k  as de leg a tes  as they

re p re s e n te d  s laveho ld ing  churches . T h is  was a g re e d  to and an

a d d ress  was draw n up and sent to the Rev. R o b e rt  Y o u n g , p re s id e n t
46of the co n ference . 1859 was a y e a r  of r e la t iv e  a c t iv ity  com pared

to the rec e n t past as the Com m ittee met fo u r  tim es. T h e  f i r s t  such

m eeting was held to pe tit io n  P a r l ia m e n t  against the N e w  Jam aica

Im m igration  B il l  which was duly fo rw a rd e d  to the two local M. P .  fs

R o b ert D a lg l is h  and W a l te r  B uchanan , a m em ber of the G. E .  S .

s ince 1837. It was also at th is  m eeting that it w as re s o lv e d  to ask

P r o fe s s o r  N ichol to accept the P re s id e n c y  of the S o c ie ty  w hich

had been vacant s ince  the death o f R o b e rt  G rah am e in 1851. N ic h o l ,

who had been v e ry  a c t iv e  in the a f fa i r s  of the S o c ie ty ,  such as they w e re
47

in the 1 8 5 0 fs ,  g lad ly  accepted. U n fo rtu n a te ly  h is  p re s id e n c y  lasted  

less than seven months as he was dead b e fo re  O c to b e r .

45 G. E .  S .  M inute Book I V ,  10 A p r i l  1855  
G lasgow  E x a m in e r , 14 A p r i l  1855

46  G . E .  S .  M inute  Book I V ,  27 July  1857.
G. E .  S .  Mi seel I aneous P a p e r s , "M em oria l of the G. E .  S .  to the
M em bers o f the W e s leyan  Body in C o n fe ren ce  A ssem bled  on
B e h a lf  o f the Anti S la v e r y  C a u se , 28 July  1857. 11

4 7  G. E .  S .  M inute  Book I V ,  10 M arch  1859. G. E .  S . M is c e lla n e o u s
P a p e r s ,  N icho l to G. E .  S . C om m ittee , 15 M a rc h  1859.
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| On 10 August 1859 the C om m ittee met to r e c e iv e  W i l l ia m
I

Robson of W a rr in g to n  who had ju s t  re tu rn e d  from  a t r ip  to the

U n ite d  S ta te s .  A f te r  g iv ing  an account of the a n t is la v e ry  movement

Robson somewhat u n d ers ta ted  the case  when he ex p re s s ed  h is

con v ic tio n  that the time might come fo r  m ore  e n e rg e t ic  action  on

the p a r t  of a b o lit io n is ts  in B r i ta in  in o r d e r  to help th e ir  c o u n te r -
48p a r ts  in A m e r ic a . T h e  a b o lit io n  movement at least in G lasgow

had n e a r ly  ceased to e x is t .  N e v e r th e le s s  R obson’ s w o rd s  w e re

p ro p h e t ic  fo r . th e  A m e ric a n  C iv i l  W a r  w as less  than two y e a rs  aw ay

and it eve n tu a lly  would become n e c e s s a ry  fo r  the B r i t is h  a b o li t io n is ts

to help out th e ir  A m e ric a n  c o u n te rp a rts .

In e a r ly  1843 the G a r r is o n  fa c t io n  in the U n ite d  S ta te s  had

been openly  condemning the U n ite d  S ta te s  C o nstitu tio n  and c a l l in g

fo r  the d isso lu tion  of the A m e ric a n  U n ion . T o  put it in th e ir  own

w ords  ’’T h at the compact which e x is ts  between the N o rth  and the

South is ’a covenant w ith  death and an agreem ent with h e l l ’ -

invo lv ing  both p a r t ie s  in a tro c io u s  c r im in a l i ty ;  and should be
49

im m ediate ly  annulled . " T h e  fo llo w in g  y e a r  the A . A . S . S . at its  

annual m eeting adopted the slogan ”No U n ion  W ith  S la v e h o ld e r s ”
50which w as to be its  r a l ly in g  c ry  up until the tim e o f  the C iv i l  W a r .

It is almost sup erf luo us  to say that th is  c ry  was alm ost im m edia te ly

taken up by the G. S .  S .  and rep ea ted  both in p u b lic  m eetings and
51in its  c o rre s p o n d e n c e  until 1861. H o w e v e r ,  events in the

48 G. H .  S . M inute  Book I V ,  10 August 1859

49  T h e  L ib e r a t o r ,  3 F e b r u a r y  1843. T h is  has been quoted from
M e r r i l l ,  A ga ins t W ind And T id e  p. 205

50 N e ls o n ,  Docum ents of U pheaval T h e  L ib e r a t o r  31 May 1 8 4 4 ,
p p . 2 0 2 -5 .

51 G. E .  S .  M inute Book I I I ,  2 August 1 8 44 , 1 August 1845, I V ,
6 J an u ary  1 851 . G a r r is o n  P a p e r s , M .S .  A . 9. 2. vo l.  24 no. 9 ,  
Sm eal to M a r ia  Chapm an, 21 M arch  1848.
G lasgow  D a ily  H e r a ld ,  29 F e b r u a r y  1860  
G lasgo w  E x a m in e r , 7 A p r i l  1860.
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G a rr is o n ia n  fa c t io n  in A m e r ic a  had not been tran q u il and the one

tim e staunch G a r r is o n ia n  F r e d e r ic k  D o u g la s s , who had made such

a good im p ress io n  in Sco tlan d  d u rin g  the F r e e  C hurch  C o n tro v e rs y ,
52

had s p lit  w ith  G a rr is o n  o v e r  th is  issue. T h is  was of l i t t le

imm ediate concern  to the G. E .  S . except that it put it m  opposition

to D o u g la s s , a man they had fo r m e r ly  l io n ize d . T h is  was of no rea l

im portance in any event fo r  the G. E .  S . was m ostly in a c t iv e  and

the c o n tro v e rs y  was c e n tred  in A m e r ic a .  H o w e v e r ,  a f te r  John

B ro w n 's  ra id  on H a r p e rs  F e r r y  in 1859 Douglass had f le d  from  h is

home in R o c h e s te r  N . Y .  to Canada fe a r in g  he might be accused of

c o n sp ir in g  in the ra id .  F ro m  Canada he s a ile d  to B r i ta in  f o r  a f iv e

month to u r  le c tu r in g  on the ra id  and h is  in te rp re ta t io n  of the  
53C o nstitu tion . It was under these c ircu m stances  that the G. E .  S .  

c a lled  a p u b lic  m eeting on F e b r u a r y  27 and again on M a rc h  8 1860  

to he a r  Thompson denounce Douglass and c la im  that the e n t i re  f r a m e 

w ork  set up by the C onstitu tion  supported the upheld s la v e ry .  T h is  

a t ta c k ,  m otivated no doubt by Thom pson's devotion to G a r r is o n ,  was  

w holly  un necessary  f o r  the c o n tro v e rs y  was p u re ly  academ ic and 

indeed of l i t t le  consequence to the B r i t is h  anti s la v e ry  movement.

It a lso seems as though Thompson gave a r a th e r  po or p e r fo rm a n c e  

owing to his i l l  hea lth . In re fe re n c e  to the m eeting of 27 F e b r u a r y

52 F o n e r ,  T h e  L i f e  And W r it in g s  of F r e d e r ic k  D o ug lass  I I ,  
5 2 -7 .  A l i s t a i r  C am eron G ra n t ,  "G e o rg e  Combe And H is  
C ir c le :  W ith  P a r t ic u la r  R e fe re n c e  T o  H is  R e la t io n s  W ith  
T h e  U n ite d  S ta te s  of A m e r ic a "  (P h .D .  T h e s is  U n iv e r s i ty  
of E d inb urgh  1960). S e e  A ppend ix  p. 288

53 F o n e r ,  T h e  L i f e  And W r it in g s  O f F r e d e r ic k  D oug lass I I ,  
9 0 -5 .
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1 860 T h e  G lasgow  E x a m in e r  s tated  :

" T h e  G eorge  Thompson of those days ( r e f e r r in g  to the  
height of the anti s la v e ry  campaign) so f a r  as o r a to r ic a l  
po w er is concerned was s c a rc e ly  the G eo rg e  Thompson  
of these days. T im e  and tro u b le  and toil have all been  
dealing  w ith  h im , and not v e ry  gently  e ith e r  as we should  
suppose from  his personal app earan ce  and vocal p o w e r.
H e  is but a shade of what he was. H e  is c o m p a ra tiv e ly  
shrunk and em aciated; his f ra m e  has lost much of its  
f le x ib i l i t y ,  and h is  vo ic e  has no lo n g er that depth and  
fu lln e s s  and reso n ate  p o w e r which told w ith  such an 
o v e rp o w e rin g  e ffe c t  in h is  younger days. ” 54

T h is  was un fortu nate  at least fo r  Thompson as Douglass was at

the height of h is  o ra to r ic a l  po w er and re p l ie d  a month la te r  s k i l l fu l ly

and lo g ic a l ly  and w ith  none of the b i t t e r  in v e c tives  that had so
55c h a ra c te r is e d  Thom pson's  speech. T h e  p u b lic  had now h e a rd

both s ides of the debate but Thompson ins is ted  on m aking a re p ly

to D o u g la s s 's  re p ly  and the G. H . S .  d u t ifu lly  held  ano th er p u b lic

m eeting in the C ity  H a ll on A p r i l  5th. T h is  was m ore than the

p u b lic  could stand e s p e c ia l ly  s ince Thompson had made such a po o r

p e rfo rm a n c e  in his e a r l i e r  speech. Thompson again made a v e ry

inadequate speech f i l le d  w ith d ry  fa c ts  re a d  in an un derto ne . In

any case it made l i t t le  d if fe re n c e  as few  people  tu rned  up to h e a r

him. ^  T h e  G. EE. S . was sim ply delud ing  i ts e l f  when it p ro c la im e d

" T h e  re fu ta t io n  given o f the c h arg es  that F .  Doug lass had brought
57against the L e c t u r e r ,  was at once a b le ,  lucid  and trium phant. "

T h e  point of all th is  is to show to what extent the G. E .  S .  had gone  

in the support of G a r r is o n  in th is  p o licy  of "No U n ion W ith  S la v e 

h o ld e rs " .  T h e  G. E .  S . was com m itted , ir re v o c a b ly  it would seem ,  

to th is  p o lic y .  It had no idea that it would soon have to 'c la r i f y '  

th is  stand somewhat and come out in fu ll support o f the U n io n .

54 G lasgow E x a m in e r , 3 M arch  1860

55 " T h e  C o nstitu tio n  o f the U n ite d  S ta te s  : Is it P r o - S l a v e r y  o r  
A n t i - S la v e r y "  in F o n e r ,  T h e  L i f e  And W r it in g s  O f F r e d e r i c k  
Doug lass  I I , 4 6 7 -8 0 .

56 G lasgow  E x a m in e r ,  7 A p r i l  1860

57 G. E .  S . M inute  Book I V ,  5 A p r i l  1860
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T h e  f i r in g  on F o r t  S u f t l te f *  and the advent of the A m e r ic a n

C iv i l  W a r  in 1861 re s u lte d  in an u t te r ly  unexpected change in p o lic y

by G a r r is o n  and his fac tio n  o f a b o lit io n is ts .  F ro m  being s tro n g  if  not

rab id  d isu n io n is ts  they changed w ith  almost un be lie v a b le  r a p id ity

to staunch s u p p o rte rs  of the U n io n . T h is  came as somewhat of a

ru d e  shock to the m em bers of the G. E .  S . as its  last th re e  p u b lic

m eetings had been c a lle d  to h e a r  Thompson denounce the U n io n . In

response the S o c ie ty  te m p o ra r i ly  adopted a p o licy  of w atchfu l

w a itin g  until it  could see w h e th e r  o r  not the F e d e ra l  G overnm ent
58would take up a d e f in ite  a n t is la v e ry  po s itio n . A t a com m ittee

m eeting in O c to b e r  1861 the G. E .  S . re s o lv e d  to de lay  sending an

add ress  to the A m e ric a n  a b o lit io n is ts  " . . . on account of f r ie n d s  of

the A b o lit io n  Cause in A m e r ic a  ha v in g , to some e x te n t ,  imbibed the

p o p u la r  s p i r i t  in fa v o u r  of the C iv i l  W a r ,  now waging in that

c o u n try ,  and until it be m an ifest how the U n ite d  S ta te s  G overnm ent

may act in re fe re n c e  to G e n e ra l F re m o n t 's  p ro c lam atio n  o f l ib e r ty
59to the S la v e s .  " T h e  S o c ie ty  held to th is  p o lic y  of w atchfu l

w a it in g  fo r  e ighteen months. In A p r i l  1863 G eorge  Thompson

re tu rn e d  to G lasgow  and the G. E .  S . held  a p u b lic  m eeting. Thompson

had from  the s ta r t  supported  G a r r is o n 's  about face  on the U n ion

issue and the G. E .  S . now somewhat re lu c ta n t ly  fo llo w e d  h is  lead.

A t the pub lic  m eeting a motion was passed e x p re s s in g  good w il l  to the

people  o f the F r e e  S ta te s  and a ren ew al of sympathy w ith  them in
60th e ir  e f fo r ts  to w in  the w a r .  T h is  re m a rk a b le  about fa c e  can only be

58 T h o m as , T h e  L ib e r a t o r  W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n ;  A  B io g ra p h y  
p. 41 2. M e r r i l l ,  A g a in s t W ind  And T id e  pp. 2 7 6 -8
R o b e rt  B o ts fo rd ,  "S c o tla n d  And T h e  A m e ric a n  C iv i l  W a r "
( P h .D .  T h e s is ,  U n iv e r s i ty  of E d inb urgh  1 955 2 vol s. ) l , 4 7 2 ,
II pp. 551 , 5 5 4 -5 .
G. E .  S .  M inute Book I V ,  27 F e b r u a r y  1 8 60 , 8 M arch  1 8 6 0 ,
5 A p r i l  1860.

59 G. E .  S .  M inute  Book I V ,  7 O c to b e r  1861

60 Ib id , 28 A p r i l  1863.
B o ts fo rd ,  "S c o tla n d  And T h e  A m e ric a n  C iv i l  W a r "  I I ,  556.
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exp la in ed  in te rm s of the s ta te  of the S o c ie ty  at the time. T h e  

S o c ie ty  w as to a ll in tents  and purp oses  almost dead. Its  un dev ia ting  

support o f G a rr is o n  and Thompson had v i r tu a l ly  le ft  it w ithout a 

p o lic y  of its  own in re la t io n  to A m e r ic a .  Th us  when its  two le a d e rs  

re v e rs e d  th e ir  stand the S o c ie ty  w as put into the po s itio n  of e i th e r  

com plying w ith  the new po licy  o r  rep u d ia tin g  it .  R ep ud ia tion  of the  

p o lic y  of cou rse  meant rep u d ia tio n  of Thompson and G a r r is o n .  

B ecause of its  long and in tim ate  a s s o c ia tio n  w ith  these two men 

such a move was obviously  im possib le  thus its  acceptance o f the 

new po s itio n .

D u r in g  the p e r io d  when the S o c ie ty  w as p a tie n t ly  w atch ing

the events  in A m e r ic a  to d e te rm in e  its  own cou rse  they had not

been e n t i re ly  inac tive . A f te r  the T r e n t  A f f a i r  the G. E . S .  had taken

the lead in S co tland  f o r  prom oting peace  w ith  A m e r ic a . On 12

D ecem ber 1861 it o rg a n ize d  a p u b lic  m eeting in the C ity  H a ll  to

rem o n s tra te  w ith theG overnm ent to rem ain  at peace  w ith  the U n ite d  
61S ta te s . T h e  G overn m en t's  d e c la ra t io n  of n e u tra l i ty  betw een the  

two b e l l ig e re n ts  and its  subsequent hot ind ignation of the ac tio n  of

Capt. W ilk e s  of the S an  Jac in to  to w a rd  its  now n eu tra l shipping
" 02 

had led to the p o s s ib i l i ty  of w a r  betw een the two c o u n tr ie s .

W e s tm in s te r 's  ind ignation w as cou ntered  about th is  time by the

r a th e r  poignant b las t from  J. R an do lf C lay  e x -U n ite d  S ta te s

C h a rg e  d *A f fa ire s  in S t .  P e te rs b u r g  and V ie n n a  when he s ta ted

in a le t te r  to the T im e s  ;

" I t  is  novel to see the B r i t is h  G overnm ent ap p ear as  
the staunch advocate  of n eu tra l r ig h ts  a f te r  so many 
y e a rs  o f c o n tra ry  p o lic y ;  and it w il l  be equ a lly  inco ns is ten t  
a f te r  so many y e a rs  of c ru s in g  and so g re a t  amount of  
t re a s u r e  being spent in the suppress ion  o f  the s la v e  t ra d e  
to see  the s tan d ard  of S t .  G e o rg e  w ave s ide by s ide  w ith  
the P a lm e tto  f la g  fo r  the p ro te c t io n  and encouragem ent o f  
th is  d e m o ra liz in g  in s titu tio n . "63

61 ib id , I ,  469 . G. E .  S . M inute Book I V ,  12 D ecem b er 1861

62 S i r  L le w e l ly n  W o o d w a rd , T h e  A ge O f R eform  1 81 5-1  870  
(O x fo rd  1962) p. 308.

63 Q uoted in the G lasgow  D a i ly  H e r a ld ,  13 D ecem b er 1861.
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T h e  shoe f i t t e d ,  a b it t ig h tly  p e rh a p s , but it did f i t .  B r i ta in  on the  

o th e r  hand could and did point out the fact that the U n ite d  S ta te s  had  

a lw a y s  je a lo u s ly  guarded the llWiolakiftty o f its  own n eu tra l sh ipping  

and had once even gone to w a r  w ith  B r i ta in  o v e r  the issue. T h is  

shoe a lso  f it te d . T h e  ran c o u r between the U n ite d  S ta te s  and the  

B r i t is h  G overnm ent o v e r  the la t t e r 's  n e u tra l i ty  bu ilt  up e s p e c ia l ly  

o v e r  the blind eye B r i ta in  had turned  to the b u ild in g  of w a r  ships
54on h er p o r ts  that w e re  intended f o r  the S o u th e rn  S ta te s .  T h is  

a re a  has been w id e ly  covered  b e fo re  by h is to r ia n s .  S u f f ic e  to say

64 B o lt ,  T h e  A n t i - S la v e r y  Movement And R e c o n s tru c t io n , p. 2 7 -8  
B etw een 1861 and 1865 no w a rs h ip s  w e re  bu ilt  on the C ly d e  
s p e c if ic a l ly  f o r  the S o u th ern  S ta te s .  O f the f iv e  w a rs h ip s  
which w e re  b u ilt  on the C ly d e  fo r  fo re ig n  c o u n tr ie s  in these  
y e a r s , t h r e e  w e re  fo r  T u rk e y  and two fo r  D en m ark . S e e  
T ra n s a c t io n s  of the In s titu tio n  o f E n g in e e rs  and S h ip b u i ld e rs  
in S co tlan d  ( in c o rp o ra te d ) , F i f ty -S e c o n d  S e s s io n , 1 9 0 8 -  
1909 (G lasgow  l l )0 9  To~4 v o ls / f  L l l  A ppend ix  I I ,  p. 29 . 
Undoubtedly  Smeal and the G. E .  S . would have sounded the  
tocsin both im m ediately  and loudly if  it w e re  known that  
attempts w e re  being made even in d i r e c t ly ,  to supply v e s s e ls  
to T h e  South. T h e  absence of any such p ro te s t  on the p a r t  
o f such s e n s it iv e  local a b o lit io n is ts  at th is  p e r io d  in the  
w a r  dem onstra tes  c le a r ly  th e i r  u n aw aren ess  (and the  
w eakened state  of the S o c ie ty  at th is  time) because ships  
which could be con verted  into B lockad e  ru n n e rs  in fa c t  did  
o r ig in a te  from  the C ly d e . T h ey  only reach ed  th is  p o s it io n ,  
h o w e v e r ,  in d ire c t ly  a f te r  f i r s t  having been sold to B r i t i s h -  
based custom ers  in b o n a -f id e  tra n s a c t io n s . T h e  c irc u ito u s  
n a tu re  of these dea lings  c le a r ly  hid th is  in d ire c t  l in k  fro m  
even w atchful mem bers of the p u b lic  l ik e  Sm eal at th is  tim e. 
F o r  e xam p le , the S e a  K in g , b u ilt  by S tephen o f L in th o u s e  
fo r  competing in the China tra d e  e v e n tu a lly  tu rned  up as the  
arm ed r a id e r  Shenandoah in C o n fe d e ra te  s e rv ic e  in la te  
O c to b e r  1863. Tw o o th er  v e s s e ls ,  the F e rg u s  and T h e  D a r e , 
la te r  employed as b lockade ru n n e rs  w e re  b u i l t ,  and went 
through a s im ila r  m etam orphosis  at the same time. Such  
tra n s fo rm atio n s  w e re  obv ious ly  so d raw n  out as to make  
the local connections d i f f ic u lt  to detect. F o r  some 
d e ta ils  o f these tra n s a c t io n s  and the accom panying p u b lic  
and even G overnm ental u n a w a re n e s s , see J. L .  C a r v e l ,  
Stephen o f L in th o u s e , A  R e c o rd  of T w o  H u nd red  Y e a r s  of 
S h ip b u ild in g  1 750-1  950 (G lasgow  n. d. ) pp. 4 5 ,  184 and A  
S h ip b u ild in g  H is to ry  1 7 5 0 -1 9 3 2  (London n. d. ) pp. 31 - 9 , 4 6 - 5 8 .  
F o r  the background to the in fo rm ation  in th is  foo tnote  I am 
indebted to M r .  A. S la v e n ,  D ep artm ent of E conom ic H is t o r y ,  
U n iv e r s i ty  of G la s g o w , whose know ledge of the sh ipbu ild ing  
business re c o rd s  of th is  p e r io d  is ex te n s iv e .
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the p o s i t io n  of the G. E .  S .  was  that the G o v e rn m e n t  should  not in

any w ay  a id  the C o n fe d e r a c y .  T o  th is  end at the p u b l ic  m e e t in g

in A p r i l  1863 the G. E .  S .  d r e w  up a p e t i t io n  w h ich  in c lud ed  a

p r o t e s t  ag a in s t  the G o v e r n m e n t 's  a l lo w in g  B r i t i s h  c i t i z e n s  to

en gage in i l l e g a l l y  p r o v id in g  and f u r n is h in g  w a r  sh ips  and c a p i ta l

to the S ou th .  T h i s  p e t i t io n  w as  e v e n t u a l ly  p r e s e n t e d  to the Commons

by W a l t e r  Buchanan  one of  the M . P .  's  f o r  G la s g o w  and a long t im e
65

m em ber  of  the G. E .  S .  T h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  an o u tb r e a k  o f  w a r

be tw een  the two c o u n t r ie s  w as  u p pe rm os t  in the minds of the

m em b e rs  of the S o c i e t y  at th is  t im e.  B r i t a i n ' s  in v o lv e m e n t ,  had it

come a b o u t ,  would  most c e r t a i n l y  h a ve  been a g a in s t  the N o r t h  and

s in c e  the G. E .  S .  was now comm itted  to the s u p p o r t  of the U n io n

any such o u t b r e a k  of h o s t i l i t i e s  w ou ld  h a v e  p la c e d  i t ,  to put it

m i l d l y ,  in a d e l i c a t e  p o s i t io n .  O p p o s i t io n  to the G o v e rn m e n t  in t im e

of w a r  would  have  been most u n p o p u la r .  On the  o t h e r  hand su p p o r t

fo r  th is  G o v e rn m e n t  w ou ld  have  meant re p u d ia t io n  o f  both Thom pson

and G a r r i s o n  and th is  would  have  been u n th in k a b le .  F u r t h e r ,  w a r

could on ly  r e s u l t  in the h u m i l ia t io n  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and no

g lo r y  f o r  B r i t a i n  as she w ou ld  be r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  the p r e s e r v a t i o n
66of s l a v e r y  in the S ou th .  T h e  p r e d i c a m e n t ,  f o r t u n a t e l y ,  r e s o lv e d  

i t s e l f  i n i t i a l l y  at Antiefamand u l t im a te ly  at A pp om attox .

T h e  w h o le h e a r t e d  su pp or t  the G. E .  S .  had g iven  to the N o r t h  

r e s u l t e d  in i ts  los ing  a good deal o f  the public  su p p o r t  the S o c i e t y  

had had b e f o r e  the o u tb r e a k  o f  the C iv i l  W a r .  T h e  most im p o r ta n t  

im m edia te  e f fe c t  was  the cu t t in g  off  of  the s u p p l ie s  of cotton by the  

U n io n  b lo c k a d e .  T h i s  w as  of c o u r s e  a s e r io u s  econo m ic  b low  to 

the t e x t i l e  in d u s t r y  in the a r e a .  A l though  the cotton in d u s t r y  w a s  

no lo n g e r  S c o t la n d 's  le a d in g  in d u s t r y  it w as  s t i l l  of  c o n s i d e r a b l e

65 G. E .  S .  M in u te  Book I V ,  28 A p r i l  1863  
G la s g o w  D a i l y  H e r a l d , 29 A p r i l  1863

66 Ib id .
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67im portance . When im ports  of ra w  cotton to S co tlan d  fe ll  from

I 1 7 2 ,0 5 5  cw ts. in 1861 to 7 ,2 1 6  cw ts . in 1864 a g re a t  many people

w e re  put out of w o rk  and although the popu lation  was not as

s e r io u s ly  a ffec ted  as that in L a n c a s h ire  th e re  was w id e s p re a d

d e p riv a t io n  w hich was w orsened  by the r e s t r ic t iv e  s t ip u la t io n s
68in h eren t in the S co tt is h  P o o r  L a w . W hat a ffec t th is  d is t re s s

had on the a tt itu d e  of the people tow ard  the anti s la v e ry  movement

is im possib le  to say. Some ind ica tio n  o f  th e ir  fe e l in g s  can be

d is c e rn e d  as e a r ly  as M arch  1862 when the S o c ie ty  attem pted to

aro u s e  enthusiasm  f o r  a pub lic  m eeting by posting a num ber of

sensation p la c a rd s  and c irc u la t in g  a t ra c t .  Both means fa i le d
69to a ro use  in te re s t  and the proposed m eeting was c a lle d  off.

L a t e r  in 1863 when the S o c ie ty  he ld  a p u b lic  m eeting to r e c e iv e  the

noted A m e ric a n  m in is te r ,  H e n ry  W a rd  B e e c h e r ,  a good p o rt io n  of

those in a ttendance w e re  d e f in ite ly  S o u th e rn  s y m p a th ize rs  and
70rep e a te d ly  d is ru p te d  the p roceed ing s . T h e s e  w e re  not pro

s la v e ry  men by any means but m e re ly  those who hoped the South would

win so that the fa c to r ie s  would re tu rn  to prod uction . T h is  w as m ere ly

w ishful th ink ing on the p a r t  of the populace because the S c o tt is h

cotton ind us try  u n lik e  that in E n g la n d , n e v e r  re tu rn e d  to anyth ing
71l ik e  its  p r e  w a r  im portance.

67 W. O . H e n d e rs o n , nT h e  Cotton F a m in e  in S co tlan d  and the  
R e l ie f  o f D is t re s s  1 8 6 2 -1 8 6 4 "  S c o tt is h  H is to r ic a l  R e v ie w  vo l.  
3 0 , (1 9 5 1 ) ,  155. F o r  s ta t is t ic s  co n cern ing  the extent of the  
cotton in d u stry  in S co tlan d  at the tim e of the C iv i l  W a r  see  
B re m n e r ,  T h e  In d u s tr ie s  of S co tlan d  p. 287

68 Ib id , p. 290
H e n d e rs o n , " T h e  Cotton F a m in e  in S c o t la n d 11 pp. 1 5 7 -6 2  
B o ts fo rd ,  "S c o tla n d  And T h e  A m e ric a n  C iv i l  W a r "  Ch. IV  
p ass im .

69 G. E .  S .  M inute  Book I V ,  4 M arch  1 8 6 2 , 14 July  1862

70 N o rth  B r i t is h  D a i ly  M a i l ,  14 O c to b e r  1863

71 H e n d e rs o n , " T h e  Cotton F a m in e  in S c o tla n d "  pp. 1 6 3 -4
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E v e n  b e fo re  L e e 's  s u r re n d e r  many m em bers of the G . E .  S .  

w e re  tak in g  an in te re s t  in the thousands and hundreds of thousands  

of newly f r e e d  s laves  o r  f re e d  men as they w e re  c a lle d . L in c o ln *s  

E m anc ip a tio n  P ro c la m a tio n  w hich came into e ffe c t  on J a n u a ry  1 ,

1863 had f re e d  only those s laves  s t i l l  in rebe l held t e r r i t o r y  

which at that time meant most of the S o u th e rn  s ta te s . H o w e v e r ,  as 

the N o r th e rn  a rm ie s  gained contro l o v e r  m ore  and m ore  a re a s  of  

the South the s la v e s  they l ib e ra te d  became freed m en . F r e e  as they 

now w e re  they w e re  s t i l l  in a t e r r ib le  s itu a tio n  f o r  the F e d e ra l  

G overnm ent had as yet es tab lished  no o rg a n iza t io n  f o r  th e ir  r e l ie f .  

In te re s t  in the p ligh t of the freedm en had been a ro used  as e a r ly
72as A p r i l  1863 when a F re e d m e n 's  A id  S o c ie ty  was form ed in London.

As in te re s t  developed o th e r  s o c ie t ie s  began to o rg a n iz e  w ith  the

s p e c if ic  in ten tion  o f ra is in g  funds and m a te r ia ls  fo r  the r e l i e f  of

the new ly  f re e d  s la v e s . On N o vem ber 7 ,  1864 a F re e d m e n 1 s A id

S o c ie ty  w as fo rm ed in G lasgow  around the nucleus o f  the G. E ,  S .

O f the th i r ty -o n e  o r ig in a l m em bers tw e lv e  had been a c tiv e  at one
73time o r  a n o th er in the a c t iv i t ie s  of the G. E .  S .  A t about the

same tim e a L a d ie s  A u x i l ia r y  to the F re e d m e n 's  A id  S o c ie ty  w as

set up cons is ting  m ainly o f  the w iv e s  o f the m em bers in its  m ale

c o u n te rp a rt .  A s  might be expected Sm eal was the S e c r e t a r y -

T r e a s u r e r  and the rea l le a d e r  of the group.

A t the o rg a n iza tio n a l m eeting o f this new soc ie ty  the

Com m ittee h e a rd  L e v i  C o ff in  the em inent A m e ric a n  Q u a k e r  from

C in c in n a ti  who was tou ring  B r i ta in  on b eh a lf  of the A m e ric a n
74F re e d m e n *s  A id  Com m ission. It was decided at a com m ittee  

m eeting a few  w eeks la te r  to attempt to s o lic it  as much funds as 

p o ss ib le  to g ive to C offin  b e fo re  he le ft  and in th is  they succeeded

72 B o lt ,  T h e  A n t i - S la v e r y  Movement And R e c o n s tru c tio n  p. 59.

73 B. F .  A . S .  S .  P a p e r s .  M. S .  S .  B r .  Em p. S1 8. C l 2 0 / 3 6 ,
Smeal to A sp ina l Ham pson, 21 M arch  1866.
F .  A . S .  M inute B o o k , 7 N o vem b er 1864.

74 Ib id . B o l t ,  T h e  A n t i - S la v e r y  Movement and R e c o n s tru c t io n
p. 58
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75to the ex ten t of £ 1 0 0 .  It cannot be s a id ,  h o w e v e r ,  that th e re

was anyth ing l ik e  rea l enthusiasm  g e n era ted  fo r  th is  e f fo r t  in the

G lasgow  a re a .  In its  tw e n ty -e ig h t  months e x is te n c e  from  N o v em b e r

1864 to F e b r u a r y  1867 the S o c ie ty  was ab le  to r a is e  jus t o v e r

£ 2 5 0  and made total co n tr ib u tio n s  to the cause of only £ 1 6 4 .

D u r in g  th is  p e r io d  the com m ittee met jus t th ir te e n  times and on ly

two p u b lic  meetings w e re  held . A s  it f r e e ly  adm itted the resp on se
76to its  e f fo r ts  had been d isappo in ting . T h is  was in m arked

c o n tra s t  to the response e ls e w h e re  in S co tlan d  e s p e c ia l ly  among

the chu rc h e s . In 1867 fo r  ins tance  the M o d e ra to r  of the F r e e

C h u rc h  w ro te  to Smeal that the K i r k  in Dundee had co lle c te d

s u b s c rip tio n s  of money and c lo thes  to the amount of £ 5 0 0 .  About

the same time D a v id  C r a w fo r d ,  the G enera l S e c r e ta r y  of the

U n ite d  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h urch  of E d in b u rg h  w ro te  that this C h u rc h

had re m itte d  to the A m e rican  M is s io n a ry  A s s o c ia t io n  £ 6 4 1 .  1 8 .6 d .

which had been donated at a c o lle c t io n  designated e s p e c ia l ly  fo r  
77that p u rp o s e . E v e n  this  was m in iscu le  when com pared w ith  the

ap p ro x im ate ly  £ 1 2 5 ,0 0 0  ra is e d  throughout B r i ta in  between 1863 and 
781868. In te re s t in g ly  the E s ta b l is h e d  C h u rc h , w h ile  it e x p re s s e d

its  sympathy w ith the fre e d m e n , made no attempt to s o l ic i t  funds

and u n lik e  its  two r iv a ls  the F r e e  K i r k  and the U n ite d  P r e s b y te r ia n s
79the E s ta b l is h e d  C h urch  advanced no money o r  c lo thes  fo r  the cause. 

T h is  f a i lu r e  to make any e f fo r t  to aid the freedm en can p ro b a b ly  be 

accounted fo r  by r e i te r a t in g  that s ince the inception o f the a n t i 

s la v e ry  movement in S c o tlan d  the E s ta b lis h e d  C hurch  had a lw ays

75 F .  A . S .  M inute B o o k , 30 N o vem ber 1 8 6 4 , 6 June 1865.

76 Ib id , 7 N o vem ber 1864 to 27 F e b r u a r y  1867. T h e  cash accounts
a r e  included in the M inute  Book.

77 Ib id ,  p. 46
B . F . A ,  S ,  S t P a p e r s ,  M. S .  S . B r .  Emp. S 1 8. C l  2 0 / 3 7 ,
Sm eal to A s p in a ll  Ham pson, 4 July 1866.
B o lt ,  T h e  A n t i - S la v e r y  Movement And R e c o n s tru c tio n  p. 90

78 Ib id ,  p . 113
79 B . F .  A . S . S .  P a p e r s , M. S .  S .  B r .  Em p. S 1 8 . C 1 2 0 / 3 7 ,

Sm eal to A sp ina l H am pson, 4 July 1866.
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been o u ts id e  the p a le  of its  a c t iv i t ie s .  Thus th e re  was no m o ti

va tio n  f o r  it to take an a c t iv e  r o le  in the campaign. On the o th e r  

hand, the U n ite d  P re s b y te r ia n s  had a lw ays  taken an a c tiv e  r o le  

in the movement and could be expected to have shown a l iv e ly  

in te re s t .  Even  the F r e e  C h urch  had been exposed, much to its  

e m b a rra s s m e n t , to the c ru s a d e  and it is  not un reaso n ab le  to 

assume that by a c t iv e ly  s o lic it in g  funds fo r  the freedm en it was  

to some extent squ arin g  the books fo r  its  e a r l i e r  stand.

O ne episode in the campaign to a id the freem en  i l lu s t ra te s  

how c lo s e ly  the a c t iv i t ie s  of the F r e e d m e n ^  A id  S o c ie t ie s  re s e m 

bled those of the Anti S la v e r y  S o c ie t ie s .  O ne would think that 

any e f fo r t  fo r  so benevolent a cause would be f r e e  o f  all ra n c o u r  

and d isp utes . A f te r  all it w as on ly  a f te r  the ending o f  a p p re n t ic e 

ship and the f ru s t r a t io n  at the in a b il i ty  to ach ieve  p o s it iv e  re s u lts  

that the p e tty  b ic k e r in g  had broken  out in the B r i t is h A n t i  S la v e r y  

movement. T h e  d r iv e  to end colonia l s la v e ry  and a p p re n tic e s h ip  

had been conspicuous fo r  its  c o -o p e ra t io n  among the v a r io u s  o r 

g a n iza tio n s . I f  the past could be used as a p re c e d e n t the F r e e d -  

men!s A id  Cam paign should have been f r e e  of in te rn a l d isputes  

which had to rn  a p a rt  the abo lit io n  movement as th e re  was a v e ry  

rea l and ob ta in ab le  set of o b je c t iv e s ,  nam ely the c o lle c t io n  of 

clo thes and money to aid the new ly  f re e d  b la c k s . U n fo r tu n a te ly  

this was not to be the case . In O c to b e r  1865 a negro  u p r is in g  

b ro ke  out on the is land of Jam aica  w hich was im m ediate ly  and 

b ru ta l ly  suppressed . H o w e v e r ,  its  impact on the B r i t is h  

F re e d m e n ’ s A id  S o c ie t ie s ,  w hich w e re  at that tim e attem pting to 

set up a N ationa l Union of all such s o c ie t ie s ,  was to d iv id e  the  

movement into two contending fa c t io n s . One faction  p roposed  

inc luding the Jam aican freedm en in th e ir  p h ila n th ro p y  and the o th er

opposed th is  in s is tin g  that all th e ir  e f fo r ts  be con centra ted  fo r  the
80r e l ie f  of the A m e ric a n  freed m en . T h e  G lasgow  soc ie ty  supported

80 B o lt ,  T h e  A n t? -S la v e ry  Movement And R e c o n s tru c tio n  
pp. 3 6 - 7 ,  4 6 -5 3 .
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the la t t e r  position  and Sm eal w r i t in g  in M a rc h  1866 s ta te d ,

ntt is to be re g re t te d  that d if fe re n c e s  o f  opinion should have a r is e n

among the fo ld  o f the F re e d m e n . I a llud e  to the proposal to un ite

ou r e f fo r ts  on beh a lf  of the s u f fe r e r s  in Jam aica  w ith  that being

done f o r  the l ib e ra te d  s laves  in A m e r ic a ;  w hich union of e f fo r t  we

see is advocated in the pages of the !F re e d m e n ! and this has led to
81o u r  ceas ing  to o r d e r  i t . H o w e v e r ,  the stand of the G lasgow

F re e d m e n fs A id  S o c ie ty  by th is  tim e made l i t t le  d if fe re n c e  because

fo r  all in tents  and purposes  it had ceased to function . O w ing  to a

lack of enthusiasm  of both its  own m em bers and the pub lic  at la rg e

they w e re  unable to do anything of s ig n if ic a n c e . A f te r  a b r ie f

p e r io d  from  O c to b e r  1865 to Ju ly  1 8 6 6 , d u r in g  w hich S m e a l,  now

in h is  s e v e n ty -fo u rth  y e a r ,  re l in q u is h e d  his  o f f ic e  of S e c r e ta r y  to

James S i n c l a i r ,  he was fo rc e d  to resum e it because of the apathy
82of the m em bers of the S o c ie ty .  A ls o  at about this time Smeal had

to tu rn  down a req u es t fo r  a p u b lic  m eeting to re c e iv e  R ev . R. J.

P a r v in  of the A m e ric a n  F re e d m e n 's  Union Com m ission because of

lack  of pub lic  support. Tw o  m eetings in N o vem ber 1866 had to be

ad journed  because even the small quorum of f iv e  could not be

rounded up. F in a l ly  in F e b r u a r y  1867 the S o c ie ty  accepted the

fac t that it had been unable to a ro u s e  any p u b lic  sympathy and
83qu ie tly  went out of ex is ten ce .

T h e  f a i lu r e  of the G lasgow  F re e d m e n 1 s A id  S o c ie ty  cannot be 

a ttr ib u te d  to any co n flic t  of ideology. W e have seen in the past that 

on occasion the G. E .  S .  had been ab le  to a ro u s e  a g re a t  deal of 

public  sympathy and support in its  anti s la v e ry  e f fo r ts  and the

81 B . F . A . S .  S .  P a p e r s , M. S .  S .  B r .  Em p. S 1 8. C l  2 0 /3 6 ,
Smeal to Aspinal Ham pson, 21 M arch  1 8 6 6 , M. S .  S .  B r .
Emp. S I 8 . C l  21 / l  2 5 ,  Sm eal to A r th u r  A lb r ig h t ,
1 Janu ary  1866.

82 F .  A . S .  M inute B o ok , 24 O c to b e r  186 5 , 2 July  1866.
B . F .  A ,  S ,  S .  P a p e r s , M. S .  S .  B r .  Em p. S 1 8 .C 1 2 0 /3 7 ,
Smeal to A spinal Ham pson, 4 Ju ly  1866.

83 F .  A . S .  M inute  B o ok , 1 5 N o vem b er 1 8 6 6 , 1 9 N o vem ber 1866 , 
27 F e b r u a r y  1867.
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II
I

freedm eiV s  aid movement was m e re ly  an ex ten s ion  of th is  e f fo r t .

Econom ic c o n s id e ra tio n s  seem to be m ore  f ru i t fu l  grounds to e x p la in

its dem ise. T h e  W est of S co tla n d  had been by f a r  the most

s e r io u s ly  h it a re a  in S c o tlan d  d u r in g  the cotton fam ine  re s u lt in g

from  the N o r t h !s b lockade of S o u th e rn  p o r ts .  I f  now the p e o p le

w e re  asked to g ive  a id to the co u n try  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e ir  s e v e re

economic d is t re s s  it is rea s o n a b le  to assume that resen tm ent to

such a proposal in d ire c t  p ro p o rt io n  to th is  d is t re s s  would dom inate

th e ir  a tt itud e  to w a rd  such a p h ila n th ro p y . T h is  seems to be b o rn e

out in o th e r  p a r ts  of B r i ta in  such as in L a n c a s h ir e  w h e re  a s im i la r

fa i lu r e  in the campaign was re p o r te d . O th e r  a re a s  such as in

D undee , E d in b u rg h  and e ls e w h e re  which had s u ffe re d  f a r  less
84

w e re  in p ro p o r t io n  much m ore generous in th e i r  support. It 

might be f u r th e r  added that the p r e v a i l in g  S c o tt is h  P o o r  L a w  r e 

fused help to ab le  bodied men re g a rd le s s  o f th e ir  p l ig h t .  W h y ,  

t h e r e fo r e ,  should they be c a lle d  upon to r e l ie v e  the A m e ric a n  

freedm en who was e v e ry  bit as ablebodied as the S c o ts  w o rk in g  man?  

S in c e  the s u f fe r in g  caused by the S c o tt is h  P o o r  L a w  had been the  

g re a te s t  in the G lasgow  a re a  it is not s u r p r is in g  that h e re  the  

backlash against aid fo r  the freedm en would be s tro n g e s t .  F i n a l l y ,  

but s t il l  im p o r ta n t,  Sm eal was now in h is  m iddle  s e ven ties  and it  

was h e , above all o th e r s ,  that was the m otivating  fo rc e  behind the 

G lasgow  movement. E x c e p t fo r  A n d re w  P aton  and R e v . G eorge  J e f f r e y ,  

Smeal was the on ly  member who had s u rv iv e d  from  the e a r l i e r  and 

much m ore dynam ic e f fo r ts  in the 30*s and 40*s . As he slowed down 

so n e c e s s a r i ly  did the G. E .  S .  and subsequently  the F re e d m e n fs A id  

S o c ie ty . T h e  f re e d m e n !s aid d r iv e  in G lasgow  s im ply  lacked  

a g g re s s iv e  and fo rc e fu l le a d e rs h ip .

W h ile  it seems ev iden t that sympathy f o r  the A m e ric a n  s lave  

and la te r  the freedm en had soured  this  is not to say that s la v e ry  as

84 B o lt ,  T h e  A n t i - S la v e r y  Movement And R eco n s tru c tio n  p. 105 
B r e m n e r ,  T h e  In d u s tr ie s  o f S c o tla n d  pp. 2 8 7 -9 0
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an Issue was dead. B u t ,  as In the case  o f M rs .  S to w e ,  th is

could not be a t tr ib u te d  to the e f fo r ts  of the G. E .  S .  o r  Indeed any

anti s la v e ry  so c ie ty . Due la rg e ly  to the p o p u la r ity  of the accounts

of D r .  D av id  L iv in g s to n e fs two t r ip s  to A f r ic a  in 1 8 5 2 -6  and 1 8 5 8 -6 4

which depicted  the enormous havoc caused by the E a s t  A f r ic a n  s la v e

tra d e  the p u b lic  had rem ained  a w a re  that s la v e ry  was s t i l l  v e ry
85much in e x is te n c e  in the w o r ld .  T h e  G. E .  S .  , because of its  concern

w ith  A m e ric a n  s la v e r y ,  had fa i le d  to c a p ita l is e  on this  r e s e r v o i r  of

anti s la v e ry  fe e l in g .  W ith  the te rm in a tio n  of A m e ric a n  s la v e ry  and

the c o llap se  of the local fre e d m e n !s aid m ovement, th e re  rem ained

nothing m ore fo r  the G. E .  S .  to do if  it did not tu rn  its  a tten tion  to

the A f r ic a n  s la v e  tra d e .

As a soc ie ty  the G . E .  S .  had not met fo r  ten y e a rs  when in

1873 B enjam in M i l la r d ,  S e c r e ta r y  of the B. F .  A . S .  S .  w ro te

en q u ir in g  about the p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  ho ld ing a p u b lic  m eeting con cern ing

the E a s t  A f r ic a n  s la v e  t ra d e . Sm eal !s resp on se  was that at the

p re s e n t (June 1873) it was not a d v is a b le  to hold such a m eeting and

recommended d e lay in g  until the autumn. L a t e r  in S e p tem b er he

w ro te  again req u es tin g  p r in te d  m a te r ia l  to use in s t i r r in g  up public  
8 6in te re s t .  Both le t te rs  show that Smeal had m ellow ed a g re a t  

deal in h is  old age as they show none of the old v in d ic t iv e n e s s  and 

in fa c t  almost re e k  w ith  o f fe rs  of c o -o p e ra t io n .  By the end of  

S e p tem b er the p r in te d  m a te r ia ls  had a r r iv e d  and the G . E .  S .  set 

about d is tr ib u t in g  them e s p e c ia l ly  to m in is te rs  nwho should be 

requested  to ca ll the a tten tion  of th e ir  C o ng regation s  to the subject  

and as much ign o ran ce  on re fe re n c e  to the S la v e  question was

85 W o o d w a rd , T h e  A ge of R eform  p. 370 n. 1.

86  B . F .  A « S » S .  P a p e r s ,  M. S .  S .  B r .  Em p. S 1 8 . C 4 6 / 2 6 ,
Smeal to Benjam in M i l la r d ,  6 June 1 8 7 3 , M. S . S .  B r .  Emp. 
S 1 8 . C 4 6 / 2 8 ,  Sm eal to Benjam in M i l la r d ,  3 S e p te m b e r 1873.
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b e lie v e d  to p re v a i l  among the W o rk in g  C la s s e s ,  the S e c r e ta r ie s

w e re  le f t  to p r e p a r e  a b r ie f  statem ent re g a rd in g  it f o r  c irc u la t io n
87among that c la s s . n T h e  com m ittee which met was but a shell of

its  e a r l i e r  m ake-up in a ttendance . O f  the f i f ty  laymen and tw e n ty -

one m in is te rs  inv ited  to the m ee tin g , on ly  nine bes ides  Sm eal showed

up. A f te r  a ten y e a r  in te rm is s io n  it is re m a rk a b le  that they w e re

ab le  to get any kind of a turnout at a l l .  T h e  subsequent pub lic

meeting in the T r a d e s  H a ll on N o vem ber 3 was a d isappointm ent.

O n ly  a small aud ience tu rned  out to h e a r  the R e v . C h a r le s  N e w ,  a

re tu rn e d  m is s io n a ry  from  E a s t  A f r i c a ,  d iscuss the a ra b ic  o p era ted

s la v e  rou tes  fro m  Z a n z ib a r  to P e r s ia ,  E g yp t and T u rk e y .  It was

re s o lv e d  that a copy of v a r io u s  re s o lu t io n s  be sent to the P r im e

M in is te r  and L o r d  G re n v i l le  c a l l in g  fo r  the G overnm ent to rem o n s tra te

with  the governm ents o f c o u n tr ie s  to put an end to th is  t ra d e  and

also that the G overnm ent should use its  m oral in fluence  to induce
88S p a in  and B r a z i l  to g ive  up s la v e ry .  It is to Sm eaMs c re d it  that 

even at e ig h ty -o n e  y e a rs  o f age he had s t il l  not given up his  fight  

against s la v e r y ,  impotent as that f ig h t had now become. W ith  the 

exception of R e v . J e f f re y  who was not in a ttendance only two v e te ra n s  

of the e a r ly  y e a rs  re m a in e d , Sm eal and A n d re w  P aton .

In July of 1875 the G overnm ent issued a C i r c u la r  con cern ing  

fu g it iv e  s laves  sta ting  that they could not look fo r  s a n c tu a ry  aboard  

B r i t is h  naval v e s s e ls  w ith in  the th re e  m ile  l im it  of s la v e -h o ld in g  

c o u n tr ie s . W hen th is  met w ith  a loud o u tc ry  of p o p u la r  indigna'tion  

the G overnm ent in D ec e m b e r issued a new C i r c u la r  which p ro v id ed  

that :

n . . .  when any perso n  p ro fe s s in g  to be a s lave  seeks
adm ission to H e r  M a je s ty !s sh ips  when on the high
s e a s , c la im ing  the p ro te c t io n  of the B r i t is h  F la g ,  
the com mander must s a t is fy  h im s e lf  that th e re  is In  
that p a r t ic u la r  case s u ff ic ie n t reaso n  fo r  th e ir

87 G. E .  S .  M inute  Book I V ,  29 S e p te m b e r  1873

88 Ibidg 3 N o vem ber 1873
N o rth  B r i t is h  D a i ly  Mail , 4 N o vem b er 1873.
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re c e iv in g  h im , b e a r in g  in mind that w h ile  the B r i t is h  
G overnm ent d e s ire s  to m it ig a te  the h o r r o r s  of s la v e ry  
H e r  M a jes ty *s  ^ ilp s  a re  not intended fo r  the recep tio n  
of o th e r  p erso n s  than th e ir  own o f f ic e rs  and c re w s .  I f  
the fu g it iv e  has been thus re c e iv e d  upon the high seas  
fo r  adequate re a s o n s , he should be re ta in e d  until 
t r a n s fe r r e d  to some o th e r  ship o r  landed in some co u n try  
w h e re  h is  l ib e r ty  w ill  be res p e c te d . If  H e r  M a jes ty *s  
ships a re  w ith in  the t e r r i t o r ia l  w a te rs  of a S ta te  w h e re  
s la v e ry  e x is ts ,  no person  p ro fe s s in g  to be a fu g it iv e  
s lave  shall be adm itted on b o a rd ,  un less  h is  l i fe  w ould  
be o th e rw is e  In m anifest dan ger. I f  thus re c e iv e d  on 
b o a rd , he must n o t, a f te r  dan ger is  p a s s e d , be p e rm itte d  
to continue on board ; but no demand fo r  h is  s u r re n d e r  
can be e n te r ta in e d , nor any exam ination  o f h is  s tatus be 
made. I f  the s la v e  c la im s p ro te c t io n  on the grounds  
that he has been kept in s la v e ry  c o n tra ry  to t re a t ie s  
e x is tin g  between G re a t  B r i ta in  and that t e r r i t o r y  on the  
w a te rs  of w hich the ship l i e s ,  he may be re c e iv e d  and the 
tru th  o f  h is  statem ents en q u ired  in to , the Comm ander  
communicating w ith  the n e a re s t  C o n s u la r  a u th o r i ty ,  and  
in case  of d if f ic u lty  app ly ing fo r  In s tru c tio n s  to his  
c o m m a n d e r - in -c h ie f ,  who w il l  if  n e c e s s a ry  r e f e r  to the  
A d m ira lty .  In e v e ry  case of a fu g it iv e  s la v e  seek ing  
re fu g e  on b o a rd , a specia l r e p o r t  is to be made. **^9

As might be expected this  too was g re e te d  with w id e s p re a d

condemnation. A ll o v e r  B r i ta in  p u b lic  m eetings w e re  held in

p ro te s t .  On two days a lo n e , J an u ary  31 and F e b r u a r y  1 , 1 8 7 6 ,

m eetings took p lace  in L o n d o n , R o c h d a le , H u l l ,  H u d d e rs f ie ld ,

T o w e r  H am lets  (London) and the E d in b u rg h  Tow n Council condemned
90the C i r c u la r  and m em o ria lise d  the G overnm ent to w ith d ra w  it.

Smeal , who w as now In his e ig h ty - f i f th  y e a r  and a i l in g ,  set about 

a rra n g in g  fo r  what was to be the f in a l p u b lic  m eeting of the G . E .  S .  

On J an u ary  25 a com mittee m eeting was held to make a rra n g e m e n ts  

fo r  th is  p u b lic  m eeting and to appoint a de leg atio n  to v is i t  upon the  

local M .P .  *s , G eorge  A n d e rs o n , D r .  C am eron and M r .  W h ite la w  

req ues ting  them to take  p a r t  in the m eeting. It  was fu r th e r  a r ra n g e d  

fo r  p o s te rs  to be p laced  throughout town a d v e r t is in g  the m eeting

89 G lasgow  H e r a ld , 30 D ecem b er 1875

90 Ib id , 1 F e b r u a r y  1 8 7 6 , 2 F e b r u a r y  1876.
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and fo r  the p r in t in g  up of both of the G overnm ent C i r c u la r s  to be
91handed out at the m eeting. On F e b r u a r y  2n d , C ity  H a ll  w as f i l le d

w ith  what was re p o r te d  to be an e n th u s ia s tic  audience. C h ie f

M a g is tra te  M o rr is o n  held the c h a ir  and on the p la tfo rm  w e re  no less

than fo u r  M .P .  *s , th re e  C o u n c i l lo rs  and th re e  B a i l l ie s .  S m e a l ,

due to i l l  h e a lth ,  was unable  to be p re s e n t but his so n , W i l l ia m

G. S m e a l,  was on the p la tfo rm . O n ly  two v e te ra n s  of the 1 8 4 0 ! s

re m a in e d , A n d re w  Raton and R ev . G eo rg e  J e f f re y .

T h e  fin a l m eeting o f  the G. E .  S .  , though un im portan t in

i ts e l f ,  was add ressed  by m ore  local d ig n ita r ie s  than any of the

s o c ie t y ^  fo rm e r  g a th erin g s . F o u r  M .P .  fs ,  John Ram say of

F a l k i r k ,  W il l ia m  Holm s of P a is le y ,  G eo rg e  A n derso n  and D r .

C am eron took p a r t  and add ressed  the m eeting and a re s o lu t io n

of p ro te s t  aga inst the F u g it iv e  S la v e  C i r c u la r  was passed and
92sent to Q ueen V ic t o r ia .

T h e  im portance of Smeal to the ex is te n c e  of the a n t i -s la v e r y  

movement in G lasgow  is best i l lu s t ra te d  by the fa c t  that throughout  

its  f i f t y - t h r e e  y e a r  e x is ten ce  f i r s t  as the G lasgow  A n t i - S la v e r y  

S o c ie ty  and la t e r  as the G. E .  S .  , he had been its  S e c r e ta r y  and  

d r iv in g  fo rc e .  A lto g e th e r  the G. E .  S .  held two hundred and fo u r  

m eetin g s , f i f t y -e ig h t  of which w e re  p u b lic . E xc e p t f o r  the 

f ina l p u b lic  m eeting Smeal was p re s e n t  at e v e ry  one to r e c o r d  the  

m inutes. I f  some blam e can be th row n on him fo r  h is  p a r t  in the  

b it te rn e s s  of the 1840! s he is a lso due a g re a t  deal o f  p r a is e  fo r  

keeping the e f fo r t  a l iv e .  By the end o f h is  l i fe  he was w ell known  

in G lasgow fo r  h is  w ork  both in the a n t is la v e ry  f ie ld  and in o th e r  

social re fo rm s . T h e  G lasgow  H e r a ld  of August 2 2 ,  1877 te s t i f ie s

to th is  fa c t  w ith  a re m a rk a b ly  long account of h is  l i fe  and the re s p e c t

91 G. E .  S .  M inute  Book I V ,  25 J an u ary  1876

92 G lasgow  H e r a l d , 3 F e b r u a r y  1876.
G . E .  S .  M inute Book I V ,  2 F e b r u a r y  1876.
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w ith  w hich he was he ld  in the community. W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n ,  

who was to u rin g  B r i ta in  again in 1877 and v is ite d  Smeal not long  

b e fo re  h is  d ea th , summed up both the c loseness  of the two men and 

the re g a rd  w ith  which he was held  when he s ta te d , Hl was deep ly  

a ffec ted  by the sudden death of o u r  d e a r  f r ie n d  W il l ia m  S m e a l , but 

feel unspeakably  thankful that we w e re  p e rm itte d  to see each o th e r  

again In g ladness of s p ir i t  b e fo re  I le ft  G lasgow . H is  l i fe  was as
93exem p la ry  and s e rv ic e a b le  to h is  ra c e  as it was long p r o t r a c te d .  11 

T h e  fina l y e a rs  of the G. E .  S .  from  1852 to 1876 w e re  in 

some re s p e c ts  s im i la r  to its  f i r s t  y e a rs .  A t the conclusion o f  both 

p e r io d s  the S o c ie ty  could look back on success. In 1840 the  

success of the f ight to end a p p ren ticesh ip  was s t i l l  f re s h  in the  

minds of the committeemen as was th e ir  f in anc in g  of T h o m p s o n s  tr ip  

to the U n ite d  S ta te s .  In 1876 the S o c ie ty  could recount its  w o rk  in 

the Penny O ffe r in g  and its  w o rk  in the F re e d m e n 's  A id  d r iv e .  T r u e  

the F re e d m e n ’ s A id  w o rk  in G lasgow  had been something o f  a f a i lu r e  

but throughout B r i ta in  it  had been a resounding  success. D u r in g  

both p e r io d s  re a l tang ib le  e f fo r ts  w e re  made against the in s t itu tio n  

of s la v e ry  as c o n tra s te d  w ith the 1 8 4 0 fs and its  f r a t r ic id a l  b ic k e r in g  

and the th re e  y e a r  t ira d e  against the F r e e  C h u rc h . H o w e v e r ,  

w h e re a s  in the 183 0 !s th e re  had been few  signs that s la v e ry  as an 

in s titu tio n  was in the d e c lin e  the p e r io d  a f te r  1850 found it  los ing  

ground almost e v e ry w h e re .  F r a n c e ,  S w e d e n , D en m ark  and H o llan d  

all abo lished it in th e ir  co lo n ies . Em anc ip atio n  in the U n ite d  S ta te s  

w as of c o u rse  the g re a te s t  success and th e re  even signs that p ro g re s s  

tow ard  a b o lit io n  was being made in B r a z i l .  W ith  the d e c lin e  in 

s la v e ry  came the d e c lin e  in im portance  and need of a n t is la v e ry  s o c ie t ie s .  

But fo r  S m e a l ,  the movement in G lasgow  would most c e r ta in ly  have  

te rm in a ted  long b e fo re  it a c tu a lly  did. It was his dogged p e rs is te n c e  

in o rg a n iz in g  the a c t iv i t ie s  of the S o c ie ty  and enco urag in g  those who

93 G a r r is o n  P a p e r s , M .S .  A . 1 .1 .  v o l . 8 no. 32 ( a - b ) ,
G a r r is o n  to E l iz a b e th  P e a s e  N ic h o l ,  25 August 1877.
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sym path ized w ith  its  o b je c tiv e s  to ta ke  an a c t iv e  ro le  that w as the  

v ita l in g re d ie n t  in the continuing ex is te n c e  of the G. E .  S .  a f te r  

1852. As he s low ed down so too did the a c t iv i t ie s  of the S o c ie ty .  

A f te r  the f in a l p u b lic  m eeting in F e b r u a r y  1876 the G. E .  S .  ceased  

to e x is t  because Smeal w as too o ld  and in f irm  to p ro v id e  the  needed  

le a d e rs h ip . It was only because o f  his d e te rm in a tio n  that the  

S o c ie ty  had s u rv iv e d  -  a lb e it  in a r a th e r  ske le ta l fo rm . It  w as the  

c h u rc h e s , through th e ir  m is s io n a ry  w o rk  and the G overnm ent which in 

the fina l th re e  decades of the n ineteenth  cen tu ry  was deep ly  invo lved  

in the a f fa i rs  of A f r ic a ,  that w e re  now the b as is  o f the s tru g g le  

against s la v e ry  and the s lave  t ra d e .

S in c e  1807 the B r i t is h  G overnm ent had been invo lved  in an 

attempt to suppress  the A f r ic a n  s la v e  t ra d e . T h is  had led e v e n tu a lly  

to the G overnm ent assum ing d ir e c t  contro l o f  t e r r i t o r y  on the W est  

C oast of A f r ic a  and a s e r ie s  of w a rs  w ith the A shanti Kingdom.

Th e  successful conclusion o f  these w a rs  in 1874 un der the le a d e r 

ship of S i r  G a rn e t  Wolsefey had led  to B r i t is h  t e r r i t o r ia l  a c q u is it io n s
94and a dominant po s itio n  in the a re a .  O th e r  E u ro p e a n  na tion s  

w e re  also becoming in te re s te d  in domination and e x p lo ita t io n  the  

A fr ic a n  continent and by the end of the ce n tu ry  the take o v e r  was  

v i r tu a l ly  com plete  south of the S a h a ra .  In o r d e r  to r u le  (and e x p lo it)  

e ff ic ie n t  governm ent contro l was n e c e s s a ry . O bv io us ly  the an a rc h y  

o f the s lave  t ra d e  could not be to le ra te d  and d ir e c t  ac tion  w as taken  

against it not on ly  by B r i ta in  but by the o th e r  E u ro p e a n  p o w e rs  as 

w e ll .  M o re o v e r  the a c t iv ity  o f v a r io u s  re l ig io u s  m is s io n a ry  groups  

led to in c re a s e d  B r i t is h  involvem ent on the A f r ic a n  C o ntinent and 

th e ir  re p o r ts  co n c e rn in g  the s la v e  tra d e  led to the c lam o u r o f  

hu m an ita r ian s  fo r  its  su p press ion . As a consequence of th is  the  

d e s ire  to end the t ra d e  if  not the in s t itu tio n  the Anti s la v e ry  c ru s a d e  

was l i f te d  out o f the hands of the a b o lit io n is t  s o c ie t ie s  and became

94 W o o d w a rd , T h e  Age of R eform  p. 375
O l iv e r  R a n s fo rd ,  T h e  S la v e  T r a d e ;  T h e  S to r y  o f T r a n s a t la n t ic  
SI a v e ry  (London I 971) p p . 2 6 4 -5 .
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95national p o l ic y .  A s  the a b o lit io n  of W est Ind ia  s la v e ry  had 

in e v ita b ly  fo llo w e d  the abo lit io n  of the B r i t is h  s la v e  t ra d e  so too 

did the a b o lit io n  of A f r ic a n  s la v e ry  fo l lo w  the su p press ion  of the  

A fr ic a n  s la v e  t ra d e .  Thus the e x is te n c e  o f  a n t is la v e ry  so c ie t ie s  

l ik e  the G. E .  S .  became sup erflu o u s  and a i l ,  w ith  the exception o f  

the B . F .  A . S .  S .  , vanished.

95 T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  pp. 2 6 3 -7
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C H A P T E R  V II  Conclusion

T h e r e  a re  a number of im portant aspects  w h ic h , although they  

have been a lluded to in the p re c e e d in g  c h a p te rs ,  m erit  c lo s e r  

exam ination because of th e ir  in fluence on the p o l ic ie s ,  a c t iv i t ie s  

and complement of the Em ancipation  S o c ie ty .  T h e  im portance of these  

v a r io u s  fa c to rs  a l te re d  from  tim e to tim e and consequently  in o r d e r  

to m ore fu l ly  understand th e ir  s ig n if ic a n c e  it is perhap s  b e t te r  to 

deal w ith  them s e p a ra te ly  taking into c o n s id e ra tio n  the e n t i re  

h is to ry  of the S o c ie ty .

O f  p r im a ry  concern  throughout the h is to ry  of the S o c ie ty  w as  

the prob lem  o f f in ance . Money was abso lu te ly  n e c e s s a ry  to prom ote  

the aims o f the o rg a n iza t io n  and to in form  and aro use  the popu lace.  

D u rin g  the p e r io d  when the S o c ie ty  w as most a c tiv e  between 1834  

and 1847 its  a v e ra g e  y e a r ly  expen d itu re  was about £ 2 5 5 .  * T h is

1 By way of com parison the annual budget of the B . F . A .  S .  S .
was between two and th re e  thousand pounds d u rin g  the same  
p e r io d . S e e  T e m p e r le y ,  B r i t is h  A n t is la v e ry  pp. 8 3 ,  229 .
On the m ore  local scene the f in ances  of the G. E .  S .  can be  
com pared with T h e  G lasgow  B ib le  S o c ie ty  which had re c e ip ts  
of well o v e r  £1 ,0 0 0  In 1833 and almost £ 5 , 7 0 0  in 1835. S e e  
T w e n tie th  Annual R e p o rt  of the G lasgow  B ib le  S o c ie ty  (G lasgow  
1833) p. 33 and T w e n ty -T h ir d  Annual R ep o rt  of the G fasgow  
B ib le  S o c ie ty  (G lasgow  1835) p. 28 . In 1830 the G lasgow  and 
W est of S co tlan d  T e m p eran ce  S o c ie ty  re p o rte d  an e x p e n d itu re  
of o v e r  £51 5. S e e  F i r s t  Annual R e p o rt  o f the G lasgow  and 
W est of S co tlan d  T e m p eran ce  S o c ie ty  (G lasgow  1830) p. 43 .
In 1858 ano ther tem perance s o c ie ty ,  T h e  G lasgow A b s ta in e rs  
U n io n , re p o rte d  c o lle c t io n s  of o v e r  £ 4 , 6 5 0  w h ile  the G. E .  S .  
could only c la im  c o lle c t io n s  amounting to £ 5 7 .  17s. 8d. o v e r  
a two y e a r  p e r io d  between 1858 and 1860. S e e  G. E .  S .  Cash  
Book I I ,  4 A p r i l  1858 to 20 M arch  1 8 60 , and F o u r th  Annual 
R ep o rt of the G lasgow  A b s ta in e rs  Union (G lasgow  1 8 5 8 ),
A b s tra c t  of the T r e a s u r e r s  Account. T h e  Annual R e p o rts  of 
both the Tem p eran ce  S o c ie ty  and the A b s ta in e rs  U n io n  a r e  
located in the M i t c h e lL L ib r a r y ,  G lasgow . A lso  by way of 
com parison it is  in te re s t in g  to note that between 1835 and 
1848 the London based B r i t is h  and F o re ig n  T e m p e ra n c e  S o c ie ty  
was ab le  to ra is e  on ly  between £ 5 0 0  and £1 ,0 0 0  a y e a r  and shows  
the s trength  of the tem perance  movement in G lagow  at a t im e when  
the a n t is la v e ry  movement was in a v e ry  weakened s ta te .  T h e  e x 
penses of o th er  leading tem perance  s o c ie t ie s  b e fo re  1850 g e n e ra l ly  
amounted to le s s J h a n  £ 2 , 0 0 0 .  S e e  B r ia n J H a r r is o n ^ D r in k  And T h e  
V ic to r ia n s :  T h e  T em p e ra n c e  Q uestion  in England 181 d -'W TFZ

( London 1971) p p .21 , 10 3 ,1 06 .



f ig u r e  of £ 2 5 5  is at best m is lead in g  and in fa c t  a d is to r t io n  o f the

S o c ie ty *s  f in an c ia l c a p a b il i t ie s .  D u r in g  p e r io d s  o f high exc item ent

exp en d itu re s  shot up out of a ll p ro p o r t io n  to the norm al y e a r ly

ou tflo w . F o r  Instance e x p e n d itu re s  in the y e a rs  betw een the end

of the a p p re n tic e s h ip  system and the height of the F r e e  C h u rch

C o n tro v e rs y  (1 8 3 8 -1 8 4 5 )  averag ed  on ly  about £ 1 4 5  and d i r e c t ly

r e f le c t  the r e la t iv e  absence of re a l  p o p u la r  enthusiasm . T h is  w as

due p r im a r i ly  to the lack  of any issue  o r  p rogram m e capab le  of

c a p tu r in g  the im agination o f the p u b lic  and the p re o ccu p atio n  o f the

S o c ie ty  and the movement as a w hole  w ith its  in te rn a l d i f f ic u l t ie s

(Ch. 4 ) . On the o th e r  hand the y e a rs  im m ediate ly  p r e c e d i n g  and

fo llo w in g  th is  p e r io d  when im portant issues  w e re  at s take  saw
2

e x p e n d itu re s  of £ 6 9 3  and £ 5 0 3  re s p e c t iv e ly .  S in c e  a g re a t  deal 

of the money c o lle c te d  was by small s u b s c rip tio n s  the r e la t iv e  

income and exp e n d itu re s  a r e  an ind ica tio n  of the p o p u la r  support and 

enthusiasm  the S o c ie ty  w as able to e x c ite .  But although the S o c ie ty  

attem pted to a ro u s e  the sympathy of the mass o f the po pu la tion  it  

n e v e r  depended upon them fo r  d ire c t  f in an c ia l support. S u b s c r ip t io n s  

w e re  g e n e ra l ly  re c e iv e d  from  the a lre a d y  c o n v e rte d  elem ent o f the  

m iddle c la s s e s  in p ro p o r t io n  to the serio u s n e ss  o f the cause and the 

amount of e f fo r t  expended. T h is  is bo rn e  out by com paring  the  

s u b s c rip tio n s  fo r  the y e a rs  1840 and 1847. In 1 8 40 , 235 sub

s c r ib e r s  donated ju s t o v e r  £ 1 2 9 .  In 1 8 4 7 , 178 s u b s c r ib e rs  gave  

almost the same amount. A t f i r s t  g lance  the f in an ces  d u r in g  the 

p e r io d  of the campaign to end ap p re n tic e s h ip  seem to c o n tra d ic t  th is  

p r in c ip le .  T h e  l is t  of s u b s c r ib e rs  fo r  the y e a r  1838 num bers 178 and 

they supplied  on ly  about £ 8 8  to the G. E .  S .  t re a s u ry .  T h is ,  h o w e v e r ,  

is v e ry  m is lead in g  because it was at th is  tim e that th e  L a d ie s

2 G . E .  S .  Annual R e p o rts  1 8 3 5 -4 7 ,  see a b s tra c ts  o f  the
T r e a s u r e r s  Account which a r e  inc luded at the end of each  
R e p o rt .
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A u x i l ia r y  held two anti s la v e ry  b a z a a rs  in G lasgow  and K ilm a rn o c k  

and out of the p ro ceed s  of £ 4 1 5 .  15s. 6^d. it donated to the G. E .  S .

£ 2 2 7 .  12s. 10^d. Thus instead of depending on s u b s c rip tio n s  as 

such the S o c ie ty  tapped this same m id d le -c la s s  support in d ire c t ly  

but no less  s u c c e s s fu lly . N e v e r th e le s s  on the a v e ra g e  betw een the  

y e a rs  1834 and 1847 the S o c ie ty  could depend on alm ost one hundred  

and s ix ty  y e a r ly  c o n tr ib u te rs .  It was on the basis  of such sub

s c r ip t io n s  that the S o c ie ty  was fo rc e d  to re g u la te  its  p u b lic  a c t iv i ty  and  

consequently  its  e f fe c t iv e n e s s .

A lthough su b sc rip tio n  money w as the foundation upon w hich  

the G. E .  S .  was fo rc e d  to O perate  th e re  w e re  o th e r  sou rces  of  

re v e n u e , less  r e l ia b le  but o c c a s io n a lly  qu ite  b e n e f ic ia l .  A ll  

through the 1 8 3 0 fs the L a d ie s  A u x i l ia r y  S o c ie ty  donated money to 

i ts  t r e a s u r y .  In all between 1834 and 1840 they w e re  to p ro v id e  

the S o c ie ty  w ith  £ 4 3 3 .  7s. 10^d. T h is  was of g re a t  im p ortan ce  to the 

S o c ie ty  and enabled it to employ G eorge  Thompson and mount the anti 

a p p re n tic e s h ip  campaign (Ch. 3) w hich w ith  the exception of the Penny  

O ffe r in g  in 1852 (Ch. V I  pp. 1 9 9 -2 0 8 )  w e re  the only two successful 

p ro je c ts  of any consequence w hich the S o c ie ty  undertook . Had  

it not been fo r  the co n tr ib u tio n s  of £ 2 2 7 .  12s. 10^d. from  the L a d ie s  

Auxil ia ry  in 1838 the G. E .  S . would have found i ts e l f  not £ 2 2 0 .  1 3s. 

in debt but £ 4 4 8 .  5s. 10^d. in debt. T h is  would have p laced  the 

o rg a n iza t io n  in a v e ry  d i f f ic u lt  position  and no doubt would have  

s tif le d  any a c t iv ity  at all fo r  s e v era l y e a rs .  A n o th er less  lu c ra t iv e  

but s t il l  s ig n if ic a n t  source  o f  income was d e r iv e d  from  the s a le  of 

t ic k e ts  to p u b lic  m eetings and the c o lle c t io n s  made at the door at 

th e ir  conclusion. T h e  amounts ranged  from  a r a th e r  p it i fu l  

£ 1 .  1 2s. 3d. col I ected at a publ ic  m eeting  on Ja n u a ry  10 , 1 840 to a

3 Ib id . 1 8 3 8 , see the a b s tra c t  of the T r e a s u r e r s  A ccount.
Annual R e p o rt  o f the G lasgow  L a d ie s  A u x i l ia r y  Em anc ip atio n
S o c ie ty  Ju ly  31 . 1 8 3 9 , see a b s tra c t  of the T r e a s u r e r s  Account.
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s iz a b le  £1  32. 18s . 3d, col Iec ted  f o r  t ic k e ts  at the O c to b e r  1 3 ,  1863
4

meeting to re c e iv e  H e n ry  W a rd  B e e c h e r .  N o rm a lly  l i t t le  was  

c o lle c te d  at the door o r  by the s a le  of t ic k e ts  to the p u b lic  m eetings.  

H o w e v e r ,  the p ro m ise  of a speech by Thom pson, 0 !C o n n e ll ,

D oug lass o r  B e e c h e r  a lw ays  brought in m ore  than enough money to
5

meet expenses. A n o th e r  form  o f re v e n u e  was d e r iv e d  o cc a s io n a lly  

fro m  donations from  s m a lle r  a n t is la v e ry  s o c ie t ie s  and o th e r  o rg a n iz a t io n s .  

D u rin g  the p e r io d  between M arch  1 , 1836 and M arch  1 3 ,1 8 3 7 ,

£ 1 0 4 .  18s. 6d. was re c e iv e d  from  seven d if fe re n t  a n t is la v e ry  

o rg a n iz a t io n s ,  the la rg e s t  being a donation of £ 5 0  fro m  the F r ie n d s
g

of Em ancipation  in M an c h e s te r . In o th e r  y e a rs  sums w e re  re c e iv e d  

from  a n t is la v e ry  so c ie t ie s  in F a l k i r k ,  H am ilton  and the F r ie n d s  of
7

F r e e  E m ig ra t io n  c o n tr ib u ted  £ 1 0 0  betw een the y e a rs  1844 and 1848.

A  small group known as the S o c ie ty  f o r  R e lig io u s  P u rp o s e s  w hich met in 

W a r d la w !s G e o rg e  S t .  Chapel was a r e g u la r  c o n tr ib u to r  in the 1 8 30 's

4 G. E .  S .  Annual R e p o rt  1 8 4 0 , see the a b s tra c t  o f the T r e a s u r e r s  
A ccount.
G. E .  S .  Cash Book I I ,  15 O c to b e r  1863.

5 G. E .  S .  Annual R e p o rt  1 8 3 4 , 1 8 3 5 , 1 8 3 7 , 1847.
G . E .  S .  Cash Book I ,  3 O c to b e r  1 8 4 6 , 30 O c to b e r  1 8 4 6 , I I ,
1f> O c to b e r  1863. It is in te re s t in g  to note that of the £ 2 .  4s . 7d. 
c o lle c te d  at the 1844 A d jo u rn ed  Annual M eeting in R ev .  
A n d e rs o n 's  John S t .  Chapel 2s . 6d. was "bad s i l v e r 1' o r  
c o u n te r fe it  money. H o w e v e r ,  ins tead  o f  m e re ly  ign oring  
th is  sum it was duly e n te re d  into the s cru p u lo u s ly  kept 
Cash Book and su b trac ted  fro m  the total c o lle c t io n  o f  the  
m eeting. S e e  G. E .  S .  Cash Book I ,  3 August 1844. G. E .  S .  
Annual R e p o r t  18*44, a b s tra c t  of the T r e a s u r e r s  A ccount.

6 Ib id ,  1 8 3 7 , a b s tra c t  of the T r e a s u r e r s  Account. A n t is la v e ry
s o c ie t ie s  from  N e w c a s t le ,  P a is le y ,  N o rth  S h ie ld s ,  South  
S h ie ld s ,  L e ic e s t e r  and S t i r l in g  donated somewhat s m a lle r  
sums.

7 Ib id , 1 8 44 , a b s tra c t  of the T r e a s u r e r s  Account.
G. E .  S .  Cash Book 1, 25 Ju ly  1 8 4 4 , 29 July  1 8 4 4 , 12 S e p te m b e r
1 8 4 6 , 26  J an u ary  1848. T h e  F r ie n d s  o f F r e e  E m ig ra t io n  was  
the pseudonym under w hich the W est Ind ia  A s s o c ia t io n  of G lasgow  
c o n tr ib u te d  funds to the G. E .  S .  S e e  M inutes o f  the W est Ind ia  
A s s o c ia t io n  of G lasgow  I ,  25 July  1 8 4 4 , 8 S ep te m b e r 1 8 4 6 ,
1 9 Jan u a ry  1 848.
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0
though a f te r  the d ispute  in 1840-1  they ceased to g ive  a id . A n o th e r  

so u rc e  of income was g leaned from  the s a le  of p u b lic a t io n s  though 

th is  rev e n u e  tended to f lu c tu a te  w i ld ly  fro m  y e a r  to y e a r .  In 

1 8 3 5 -6  f o r  exam ple on ly  £ 2 .  2s . 4d . was re c e iv e d  from  the sa le  of  

w r it te n  m a te r ia l  w h e re a s  in 1 8 4 5 -7  d u r in g  the F r e e  C h urch  C o n tro v e rs y  

£ 1 5 2 .  1 6s. 7d. was re c e iv e d  from  the s a le  of pam p h le ts , most notably
9

by Thom as C la rk s o n  and W . C .  W r ig h t .  In genera l h o w ever  v e ry  

l i t t le  was brought in in th is  m anner though d u rin g  p e r io d s  of popu lar  

in te re s t  s ig n if ic a n t ly  m ore money was re c e iv e d . A f te r  1851 when  

the S o c ie ty  lost i ts  d r iv e  and the movement was c le a r ly  los ing support  

all of the a fo re  m entioned sources o f incom e n e a r ly  d r ie d  up. T h e  

most im portan t e lem en t, that o f s u b s c r ip t io n s ,  dw ind led  to almost 

nothing w ith  annual total c o lle c t io n s  amounting to g e n e ra l ly  less  

than £ 4 0  and often much le s s ,  thus re f le c t in g  the genera l apathy  

which had o v e r ta k e n  the movement.

W h e re a s  the reven u e  o f  the S o c ie ty  was a tta ined  from  a 

v a r ie ty  of s o u rc e s  its  exp en d itu re s  w e re  d ire c te d  m ain ly  tow ard s  the 

expenses of p u b lic  m eetings and m ore  im p o rtan tly  tow ard s  the  

p u b lica tio n  o f  a n t is la v e ry  propaganda. An exception to th is  was  

the money paid  out to Thompson between 1834 and 1837 du rin g  his  

stin t as the S o c ie ty fs pa id  le c tu r e r .  In a l l ,  he was pa id  £ 6 4 2 .  10s. 

by the G. E ,  S .  and was the b iggest s in g le  e x p e n d itu re  d u rin g  the 

1 8 3 0 fs. H o w e v e r ,  between 1834 and 1840 the S o c ie ty  spent 

£ 6 9 1 .  6s. 8 d. on p r in t in g ,  a d v e r t is in g  and n ew sp a p e rs . T h is  does

8 G. E .  S .  Annual R e p o rt  1 8 3 8 , 1 8 3 9 , 1840. S e e  a b s tra c t  o f the 
T r e a s u r e r  Account

9 Ib id a 1 8 4 7 , a b s tra c t  o f the T r e a s u r e r s  Account
G . E .  S .  M inute  Book I V .  17 O c to b e r  1 8 4 5 , 5 N o vem ber 1845.

10 F o r  exam ple in 1837 and 1838 £ 2 4 .  10s. 3^d. and £ 2 8 .  8 s. 6^d. 
w e re  d e r iv e d  by the sa les  of p u b lic a t io n s  w h e re a s  in 1839 and 
1 8 4 3 , £ 3 .  7s. 3^d. and £ 0 . 4s . 4d. w e re  re c e iv e d  in th is  m anner. 
S e e  G . E .  S .  Annual R e p o r t  1 8 3 7 , 1 8 3 8 , 183 9 , 184 3 , a b s tra c t  
o f  the T r e a s u r e r s  Account.
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not inc lude  the expenses of the p u b lic  m eetings o r  the p e t it io n s  

sent to P a r l ia m e n t  w hich ran  to w e l l  o v e r  £ 2 0 0 .  B etw een 1840  

and 1851 £ 8 9 9 .  2s . 7^d. was spent on p r in t in g ,  a d v e r t is in g  and  

n ew s p a p e rs  the la rg e s t  e x p e n d itu re  betw een 1845 and 1847 when  

£ 2 6 6 .  14s. 6d. was used in th is  f ie ld .  E xp enses  fo r  p u b lic  m eetings  

amounted to w ell o v e r  £ 3 4 0  w ith the most being spent betw een 1845  

and 1847 when £ 2 2 4 .  2s . O^d. was e x p e n d e d .^  A f te r  1851 w ith  

reven ues  at a v a s tly  reduced s ta te ,e x p e n d itu re s  w e re  p ro p o r t io n a l ly  

cut and g e n e ra l ly  less  than £ 4 0 .  T h e r e fo r e  the e x p e n d itu re s  o f the 

S o c ie ty  i l lu s t r a t e  what has a lre a d y  become a p p a re n t ,  i . e .  that the 

S o c ie ty  depended on le c tu r e s ,  p u b lic  m eetings and the p re s s  to en

l is t  the support of the people  in o r d e r  to fu r th e r  its  o b je c t iv e s .  In 

the 1 850 fs when the movement moved out of the p u b lic  m eeting  h a lls  

and into the d ra w in g  room s o f the u p p er  c la s s  due to the influence of  

H a r r ie t  B e e c h e r  S to w e  the G. E .  S .  as a soc ie ty  became less  

im portan t and its  support dw indled to the loyal h a rd  c o re  o f local 

a b o lit io n is ts .  I t  is a moot point to c o n s id e r  what might have been  

its  r e la t iv e  e f fe c t iv e n e s s  had the S o c ie ty  been ab le  to expend m ore  

money because although a n t is la v e ry  fe e lin g  had not d ied out in G lasg o w ,  

support f o r  o rg a n iza t io n a l a n t is la v e ry  had c e r ta in ly  d e c lin e d . T h is  

was no doubt due to the S o c ie ty *s  a lie n a t io n  from  the C h u rc h e s ,  the  

incessent in te rn a l b ic k e r in g  betw een the v a r io u s  a n t is la v e ry  s o c ie t ie s  

and its  in a b i l i ty  to ach ieve  even a modicum of success aga ins t the 

in s t itu tio n  o f  s la v e ry .  L o s s  of p u b lic  support meant loss of  

f in anc ia l support w ith  a consequent r e s t r ic t io n  on the S o c ie t y ^  a b il i ty  

to inform  the p u b lic  and prom ote  its  cause. S in c e  these w e re  the two 

main reaso ns  f o r  the ex is te n c e  of the G. E .  S .  as such it is obvious  

that a f a i lu r e  in f in ances  fo re c a s t  a d e c lin e  and eventual te rm in a tio n  of its  

a c t iv i t ie s .  But the f a i lu r e  in f in anc in g  was m e re ly  a symptom and not

11 Ib id , 1 8 3 4 -4 7 , abstract of the T re a s u re rs  Account
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a cause of the d ec lin e  of the E m anc ip atio n  S o c ie ty .  Why it

d e te r io ra te d  and e v e n tu a lly  went out of e x is te n c e  w ill  be d is c u s s e d (B e lo w

pp. 2 4 7  -  9  ) but the f a i lu r e  to s e c u re  adequate f in anc in g  w as no

m ore than re a s o n a b le  when o th er  fa c to rs  a re  taken into c o n s id e ra t io n .

T h e  r o le  and p a r t ic ip a t io n  o f women in the G lasgow  a n t is la v e ry

movement was at tim es v ita l to the G. E .  S .  and at o th e r  tim es

r e la t iv e ly  un im portan t. T h e  L a d ie s  A u x i l ia r y  E m an c ip a tio n  S o c ie ty

had been founded by G eorge  Thompson on Janu ary  8 , 1834 and

throughout the 1 8 30 's  th is  soc ie ty  had p layed  an im portan t r o le

in he lp ing  to f in a n c e  the o p e ra t io n s  of the G. E .  S .  T h e r e  is a

bas ic  d if fe re n c e  between th is  soc ie ty  and the two subsequent fem ale

a n t is la v e ry  s o c ie t ie s  in G lasgow . It  was o rg a n ize d  as the G lasgow

L a d ie s  A u x i l ia r y  Em ancipation  S o c ie ty  in aid of the G lasgow
1 2Em ancipation  S o c ie ty .  Its  pu rp o se  th e re fo re  was to g ive  a s s is tan ce

and be sub ord in a te  to the G. E .  S . and l ik e  the G . E .  S .  it w as founded

on a p u re ly  h u m an ita r ian  b as is . H o w e v e r ,  when the G. E .  S .  sp lit

In 1840-1  on ideo log ical grounds th is  r i f t  c a r r ie d  o v e r  into the

fem ale  soc ie ty  but in th is  case it w as the anti G a r r is o n  fa c t io n  that

re ta in e d  c o n tro l.  Subsequently  a new fem a le  soc ie ty  was fo rm ed

c a lle d  the G lasgow  F e m a le  A n ti S la v e r y  w hich was founded on

ideo log ica l r a t h e r  than hu m an ita r ian  grounds and which w as v e ry

pro  G a r r is o n .  T h e  L a d ie s  A u x i l ia r y  S o c ie ty  soon went out of

e x is ten ce  and ceased to help the G. E .  S .  f in a n c ia l ly .  F ro m  th is

point it was the new fem ale  soc ie ty  that was the im portan t fa c to r

in G lasgow  and th is  was a com plete ly  s e p a ra te  soc ie ty  fro m  the

G. E .  S .  though the two s o c ie t ie s  w e re  in com plete  harm ony id e o lo g ic a lly .

T h e  purpose  o f th is  society  was not to r a is e  funds f o r  the G . E .  S .  as

had been the L a d ie s  A u x i l ia r y  but to w o rk  to ta lly  independently  fo r
1 3the abo lit io n  of s la v e ry  in the U n ite d  S ta te s .  To  th is  end the  

12 G. E .  S .  M inute  Book I ,  8 Jan u a ry  1834

1 3 Second Annual R e p o rt  of T h e  G lasgow  F e m a le  Anti S la v e r y
S o c ie ty  (Gl asgow 1843) p. 4.
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women con centra ted  th e ir  e f fo r ts  in sending p a rc e ls  of c lo th in g ,

goods and some money to the Boston A nti S la v e r y  B a z a a r .  B e tw een

1843 and 1852 they c o lle c te d  and sent w ell o v e r  £1  ,0 0 0  w o rth  o f

goods to the B a z a a r  and o rg a n iz e d  a p e t it io n  to the f r e e  women o f

A m e r ic a  of some 4 5 ,0 0 0  s ig n a tu re s  to be put on d is p lay  at the

B a z a a r ,  T h e s e  c o n tr ib u t io n s , a long with s im i la r  c o n tr ib u tio n s

from  many o th e r  B r i t is h  fem ale  a n t is la v e ry  s o c ie t ie s  w e re  of m a jo r

im portance  to the success o f the B a z a a r  which in turn  was the

la rg e s t  s in g le  sou rce  of Income fo r  G a r r is o n 's  M assachusetts
14A nti S la v e r y  S o c ie ty .  T h is  new fem ale  soc ie ty  was made up

m ostly o f the w ives  of the men In the G. E .  S .  and they w e re  to

fo llo w  the lead of the m en's soc ie ty  in all m a tte rs  of p o l ic y .  T h is

included the a tta c k  on the F r e e  C h urch  as w ell as the G a r r is o n ia n

c ry  of "N o U n ion  W ith  S la v e h o ld e rs " .  H o w e v e r ,  in 1850 at the

in s tig a tio n  of R ev . J .W .  C . Pennington n ine  o f the m em bers of th is

society  b ro k e  o f f ,  again on ideo log ical g rou nd s , and form ed the

G lasgow  F e m a le  A s s o c ia tio n  fo r  the A b o lit io n  o f S la v e r y  w h ic h ,

along w ith  the N ew  A s s o c ia t io n  fo r  the A b o lit io n  of S la v e r y ,  w e re

re s p o n s ib le  fo r  in v it in g  H a r r ie t  B e e c h e r  S to w e  to S co tlan d  in 1853
15

(Ch.VI pp .198-20 2) .Thus the lad ies  o r  at least some o f them had come 

full c i r c le .  T h e  new w om en's o rg a n iza t io n  opposed the p o l ic ie s  of

14 Ib id ,  p. 11
F o u r th  Annual R e p o rt  of T h e  G lasgow  F e m a le  Anti S la v e r y  
S o c ie ty  (G lasgow  1845) pp. 3 ,1 1 .
F i f th  Annual R e p o rt  o f the G lasgow  F e m a le  Anti S la v e r y  
S o c ie ty  (G lasgow  1846) pp. 3 , 4 ,  11 .
S ix th  Annual R e p o rt  o f  T h e  G lasgow  F e m a le  Anti S la v e r y  
S o c ie ty  (G lasgow  1851) pp. 3 ,  4 ,  1 6 , 28.
B r i t is h  F r i e n d , N o vem b er 1 8 4 8 , D e cem b er 1852  
N in e te e n th  Annual R e p o rt  P re s e n te d  T o  T h e  M assach usetts  
Anti S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  By Its  B o a rd  o f  M a n a g e rs , J a n u a ry  22 1851 
(Boston 1851) pp. 6 7 , 69.

15 S ix th  Annual R e p o rt  o f T h e  G lasgow  F e m a le  A nti S la v e r y  
S o c ie ty  p. 6 .
E s t l in  P a p e r s ,  M ic ro f i lm  M 7 4 2 ,  Anti S la v e r y  C a u s e , p. 1.
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G a rr is o n  as had the o r ig in a l L a d ie s  A u x i l ia r y  in 1841 but as in the

case o f the movement in gen era l they w e re  w eak and e s s e n t ia l ly

in e f fe c t iv e .  F o r  the most p a r t  and again at the in s tig a tio n  o f  R ev .

Pennington they channelled  th e ir  e n e rg ie s  into p ro v id in g  boxes fo r
1 6the N ew  Y o r k  V ig i la n c e  Com m ittee.

A t th is  po int the fem ale  a n t is la v e ry  movement should be put 

into p e rs p e c t iv e  as to its  r e la t iv e  im portance  in the G lasgow  a n t i 

s la v e ry  movement as a w hole . It is t ru e  that the women c o n tr ib u ted  

badly needed funds in the 1830*s and w ithout th e ir  support the G. E .  S .  

would most c e r ta in ly  have been in bad s t r a i ts  f in a n c ia l ly .  A ls o  in 

the 1840!s and p a r t  of the 185 0 !s they fa ith fu lfy  sent p a rc e ls  to the  

v a r io u s  B a z a a rs  held  in A m e r ic a  and kept up a constant l ia is o n  w ith  

c o -a g i ta to rs  hold ing s im i la r  v ie w s . H o w e v e r ,  it  w as a lw ays  the  

men's soc ie ty  that took the lead  and kept the movement a l iv e .  T h e  

women held  few  p u b lic  m eetings and even these w e re  dom inated by 

the men. T h e r e  can be no doubt w h a ts o e v e r  that even if  the fem ale  

s o c ie t ies  had n e v e r  been o rg a n iz e d  the m en's soc ie ty  would have  

ex is ted  and would have undoubtably fo llo w e d  the same p o lic ie s  it  

u lt im a te ly  d id . T h e  women helped o r  fo llo w ed . Both the L a d ie s  

A u x i l ia r y  and the G lasgow  F e m a le  A s s o c ia t io n  fo r  the A b o lit io n  

of S la v e r y  w e re  sh o rt l ived  o rg a n iz a t io n s  once they abandoned  

th e ir  connection w ith  the G. E .  S .  W ithout being under the auspices  

of an a c t iv e  m ale o rg a n iza t io n  the fem a le  a n t is la v e ry  s o c ie t ie s  in 

G lasgow  q u ick ly  d e te r io ra te d  into in s ig n if ic a n c e . T h is  was not 

n e c e s s a r i ly  v a lid  in o th e r  p a r ts  o f S c o tla n d  as in E d in b u rg h  w h e re

the p ro  G a r r is o n  fem ale  soc ie ty  w as much m ore a c tiv e  in the e a r ly
171850 !s than its  anti G a r r is o n  m ale c o u n te rp a r t .  T h is  can be 

l inked  to the zea l and almost fan a tic a l support these s o c ie t ie s  gave  

to G a r r is o n .  T h e  le a d e rs  of s o c ie t ie s  w hich supported  G a r r is o n  

n e c e s s a r i ly  had to be ra d ic a l if  not fa n a t ic s  and as such they w e re

16 E s t l in  P a p e r s , Ib id . S ix th  Annual R e p o rt  of T h e  G lasgow  
F e m a le  Anti S la v e r y  S o c ie ty , p. 6 .

17 R ic e ,  l!T h e  S c o tt is h  F a c t o r  In T h e  F ig h t  A g a in s t A m e ric a n  
S la v e r y ” , p p . 3 9 0 -1 .
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w il l in g  to expend e f fo r t  to keep the movement a l iv e  long a f te r  it  had 

ceased to be e ffe c t iv e .  F i n a l l y ,  it  w as the G. E .  S .  , not the wom en's  

s o c ie t ie s  that was the h e a r t  of the a n t is la v e ry  s tru g g le  in the W e s t  

of S c o tla n d  and as such the women w e re  e s s e n t ia lly  o f seco n d ary  

im portance . N e v e r th e le s s  they did take  p a r t  and w e re  at t im es  

ins trum enta l in he lp ing  the G. E .  S .  c a r r y  out its  a c t iv i t ie s .

T h e  C h a r t is ts  in G lasgow  took a s h o rt  but v e ry  im p o rtan t  

ro le  in the h is to ry  o f the G. E .  S .  In essence the two movements w e re  

poles a p a r t  but they did have s u p e rf ic ia l  s im i la r i t ie s .  In an e r a  of 

re fo rm  and ra d ic a l ag ita tio n  punctuated by y e a rs  of socia l and

in d u s tr ia l  d is t re s s  C h a rt is m  p ro v id e d  a v e h ic le  fo r  the e x p re s s io n
* 18of pent up g r ie v a n c e s  and a s p ir a t io n s  of the w o rk in g  c la s s es .

A n t is la v e ry  a g ita tio n  was a s im i la r  v e h ic le  f o r  the m iddle  and u p p er  

c la s s es  along w ith  o th er  " r e s p e c ta b le 11 movements such as the A nti 

C o rn  L a w  L e a g u e . In th is  way they could avoid acknow ledging the 

tru th  behind the C h a r t is t  movement w hich w ould have been d e tr im e n ta l  

to th e i r  well being and the p o l i t ic a l  po w e r they he ld . Both move

ments sought socia l re fo rm  through p o li t ic a l  means. F u r t h e r ,  the  

two movements w e re  b a s ic a l ly  e g a l i ta r ia n  in th e ir  id ea ls  as w ell 

as th e i r  u lt im ate  goals . But h e re  the s im i la r i t y  ends fo r  w h ile  the  

C h a r t is ts  may have been p o l i t ic a l ly  incompetent they w e re  a rea l  

and imminent th re a t  to the p o w e r o f the m iddle and upper c la s s es .

T h e i r  demand fo r  u n iv e rs a l s u ffra g e  went r ig h t  to the h e a r t  of p o l i t ic a l  

p o w e r . T h is  coupled w ith  the huge r a l l i e s  on G lasgow  G re e n ,  the 

potentia l to v io le n c e  and the harangues of F e a rg u s  0 !C onnor makes  

it no w onder that the m iddle c la sses  gave them p re c io u s  l i t t le  

support. On the o th e r  hand, the le a d e rs h ip  and m em bership of the  

G. E .  S .  w e re  not only p o l i t ic a l ly  astu te  but in s e v e ra l cases  

p o l i t ic a l ly  p o w e rfu l .  F e w  men could ob ject to th e ir  goal no m atte r

18 W ils o n ,  T h e  C h a r t is t  Movement In S c o t la n d , p. 266
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how d if f ic u lt  o r  rem ote  it a p p e a re d . T h e  C h a r t is ts  them selves

condemned s la v e ry  (Ch. IV  p. 139) ju s t  as they would have condemned

child  beating  o r  cann ibalism  had they been prom inent issues of

the day. T h e  a b o li t io n is ts  had an inoCCuous issue which appea led

to those w ith  p o lit ic a l  po w er w h ile  the C h a r t is ts  had a p o w erfu l

issue ap p ea lin g  to the p o l i t ic a l ly  ino<Cuous. C h a rt is m  was a p o l i t ic a l

answ er to a m ultitude of in tim ate  social and economic p ro b le m s  and

it is no s u r p r is e  that its  fo llo w in g  becam e f ru s t r a te d  because those

w ith  p o l i t ic a l  po w er seemed to be m ore  in te re s te d  in the l ib e r ty  of

the b lack  s lave  thousands of miles aw ay w h ile  a ll  around them gross

ineq u a lity  f lo u r is h e d . It is tru e  that m em bers of the G. E . S .  a lso

belonged to o th e r  benevolent o rg a n iz a t io n s  m ore lo c a lly  o r ie n ta te d

(F o r  d e ta i ls  see A ppend ix  I) but to the C h a r t is ts  the v e ry  e x is te n c e

of an a n t is la v e r y  soc ie ty  was a b s u rd ly  a n a c h ro n is t ic  in the context

of G lasgow  soc ie ty . A n o th e r  im portan t d if fe re n c e  betw een the  two

o rg a n iz a t io n s  is that the w orkingm en who made up the C h a r t is t  movement

had been a l ie n a te d  from  the C h u rch es  and consequently  w e re  held  up to the

middle c la s s e s ,  which made up the G. E .  S .  , as in f id e ls  and b la s -  
1 9phem ers. C o n v e rs ly  the E m anc ip a tio n  S o c ie ty  was an in te n s e ly  

re l ig io u s  o r ie n ta te d  o rg a n iz a t io n  even a f te r  many of the chu rch es  

had ceased to support it .  It is in th is  context that one must v ie w  the 

re la t io n s h ip  between the C h a r t is ts  and the G. E .  S . in 1 8 4 0 -1 .

T h e  p a r t ic u la r s  of the C h a r t is ts  involvem ent w ith  the G . E .  S . have  

been d iscu ssed  (Ch. IV  pp. 1 3 9 -4 0  , 1 5 0 -3 .  Ch. V  pp. 1 6 0 -1 )  though its  s ig n i-  

f ic a n c e  is b e t te r  v iew ed  in light of the e n t i r e  h is to ry  of the S o c ie ty  r a th e r  

than r e s t r ic t in g  it to the p e r io d  in w hich it o c c u rre d .  It is obvious

19 F a u lk n e r ,  C h a rt is m  and the C h urches  p. 1 6 . T h e  C h a r t is ts  
w e re  not i r r e l ig io u s  but s im ply d is a ffe c te d  w ith  the chu rch es  
in ex is te n c e . T o  com pensate fo r  th is  they set up th e ir  own 
church f i r s t  in S c o tlan d  and la te r  in England. S e e  J. L .
Hammond and B a r b a ra  Hammond, T h e  Age O f T h e  C h a r t is ts
1 8 3 2 -1 8 5 4 ,  A  S tudy of D iscon ten t (London 1930) pp. 21 7 - 8 ,
2 4 6 - 7 ,  251 .
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from  the re a c t io n s  of those in a ttendance at the v a r io u s  p u b lic

m eetings o f the S o c ie ty  that they w e r e  not in sympathy w ith  the  goals

of the C h a r t is ts .  It is ju s t  as obvious that the two pu b lic  m eetings
20dominated by the C h a r t is ts  w e re  only p e r ip h e ra l ly  con cern ed  w ith  

a n t is la v e ry .  T h e  s e c r e ta r ie s  had used C h a r t is t  support to a c h ie v e  

a lim ited  o b je c tiv e  (G. E .  S .  endorsem ent of the A . A . S .  S . ) and had 

had no p lan s  to r e c r u i t  th e ir  perm anent support. T h is  had a lie n a te d  

a la rg e  segment o f the m oderate  elem ent in the S o c ie ty  w hich u lt im a te ly  

re s u lte d  in a loss of po pu la r  as w ell as f in an c ia l support. T h is  loss  

of f in a n c ia l support became e s p e c ia l ly  im portan t d u rin g  the F r e e  

C hurch  C o n tro v e rs y .  T h is  is v iv id ly  i l lu s t ra te d  when it is  rem em b ered  

that in F e b r u a r y  o f 1847 the S o c ie ty  found i ts e l f  £ 1 4 7 .  15s. 10d. in debt 

and was almost fo rc e d  to suspend o p e ra t io n s  w h ile  t ry in g  to pay it o ff .

In 1838 a f te r  the campaign to end app re n tic e s h ip  it had been in debt 

m ore than £ 2 2 0  and yet had c a r r ie d  on desp ite  the much la r g e r  debt.

In 1838 the S o c ie ty  could depend upon a w id e r  basis  o f  f in a n c ia l  

support than they could in 1847. T r u e  it was the support fo r  the  

rad ic a l p o l ic ie s  of G a rr is o n  that had been the essence  of the  

ideo log ical d ispute  but the p a r t ic ip a t io n  of the C h a r t is ts  a lie n a te d  those  

that could have sim ply ignored  G a r r is o n .  In tru th  G a rr is o n  could  

have been d ism issed  by the ran k  and f i l e  of the S o c ie ty  because  

t i t u la r  approval o f a man in Boston was not an insu rm ountab le  

ob stac le  to men of the c a l ib e r  o f W a r d la w ,  Heugh and R a to n . H o w e v e r ,  

by e n lis t in g  the support of the C h a r t is ts  and a s s o c ia tin g  them w ith  the  

S o c ie ty  the s e c r e ta r ie s  had brought in a d is tas te fu l e lem ent which  

would have p ro v e d  v e ry  d if f ic u lt  i f  not im possib le  to overcom e. Once  

d isa ffec ted  they tu rned  into b i t te r  c r i t ic s  o f the S o c ie ty  and could  

h a rd ly  have been expected to re tu rn  to the fo ld  when o th e r  a n t is la v e ry

20 T h e  C h a r t is ts  dominated the G. E .  S .  p u b lic  m eetings of 16 A p r i l  
1841 and 27 A p r i l  1841. S e e  Ch. IV  pp. 1 5 1 -3 .
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issues  came to the fo r e .  C a th e r in e  P a to n , the w ife  of A n d re w  P a to n ,

w ro te  o f them in 1847 :

!,T h e  c le rg y  who d e s e rte d  in 1 8 4 1 's t i l l  re ta in  th e i r  
en m ity , and now that they can no lo n g er contro l the  
so c ie ty  in p u b lic ,  do all they can to in ju re  us in p r iv a te ,  
th e ir  vocation  g iv ing  them g re a t  scope in that w a y ,  
lead ing  c a p tiv e  s i l ly  wom en, not to mention s i l ly  men.
You know from  e x p e r ie n c e  that d e s e r te rs  (c le r ic a l  
ones e s p e c ia l ly )  a r e  a lw ays  the w o rs t  kind of en em ies . . . 11

T h e  C h a r t is ts  w e re  th e re fo re  to a d e g re e  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  the  in it ia l

s p lit  in the S o c ie ty  and the la te r  fo rm atio n  of the G lasgow  N e w

A s s o c ia t io n  f o r  the A b o lit io n  o f  S la v e r y  in the e a r ly  1 8 5 0 !s (C h .V I

pp. 1 9 7 -9 ) .

T h is  th es is  does not suppose to put the anti s la v e ry  and 

C h a r t is t  movements in G lasgow  on an equal foo ting . N e i th e r  does 

it seek to g ive  the G. E .  S .  undue im portance  at the expense of the  

C h a r t is ts .  P r o p o r t io n a l ly  the C h a r t is t  movement was v a s tly  la r g e r  

and o f much g r e a te r  im port to the a re a .  It was the C h a r t is ts  that 

in fluenced  the G. E .  S .  and not the r e v e r s e .  T h e  C h a r t is ts  w e re  a 

rea l and p o s it iv e  th re a t  to the e x is t in g  ba lance  of soc ie ty  w h e re a s  the 

G. E .  S .  was in essence a n e g a tiv e  p ro te s t  against a rem ote  system. 

Had the C h a r t is t  movement f lo u r is h e d  it is h ighly  doubtful that it 

would have continued to a c t iv e ly  in fluence  the Em anc ip atio n  S o c ie ty  

sim ply because of the bas ic  d if fe re n c e s  which sep a ra te d  the two 

movements. P r o t r a c te d  p a r t ic ip a t io n  by the C h a r t is ts  in the a f fa irs  

of the G. E .  S .  would undoubtedly have led to an e a r ly  d isso lu tion  

of the S o c ie ty .  A s has been said(Ch.V.pp/|60- 1) th e ir  re c ru itm e n t  had 

m e re ly  been a te m p o ra ry  m easure  w hich the s e c r e ta r ie s  had used to 

gain contro l o f the d ire c t io n  and p o l ic ie s  of the S o c ie ty .  A f te r  the  

C h a r t is ts  had s e rv e d  th e ir  u se fu ln ess  the p o w e r  s t ru c tu re  o f the 

S o c ie ty  qu ick ly  made it obvious that any fu r th e r  p a r t ic ip a t io n  on

21 W eston P a p e r s ,  M .S .  A . 9. 2. vo l.  23 p. 19 , C a th e r in  Paton  
to ? ,  1 A p r i l  1847.
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th e ir  p a r t  would be unwelcom e and the two groups ceased co

o p e ra t io n . It is c le a r  that although Smeal used the C h a r t is ts  he 

would not s u ffe r  to have them take o v e r  contro l o f  the S o c ie ty  and the  

bad re c e p tio n  g iven  to one of th e ir  le a d e r s ,  the Rev. P a t r ic k  B r e w s t e r ,  

at the Annual M eeting  in 1841 (Ch. V ,  pp. 1 6 0 -1 )  c e r ta in ly  could not 

have d is p le a se d  him. A s  it happened th is  was fo r tu n a te  fo r  the  

G. E .  S .  fo r  had it continued to r e ly  on o r  accept C h a r t is t  p a r t ic ip a t io n  

it undoubtably w ould have e x p e r ie n c e d  a s im ila r  fa te  d u rin g  the mid 

1840!s. C h a r t is t  enthusiasm  was on the wane and it is  l ik e ly  that 

a c lose a f f i l ia t io n  between the two groups would have p re v e n te d  any 

a c tiv e  e f fo r t  against the F r e e  C hurch  a few  y e a rs  la te r  as by that 

time the C h a r t is t  movement was dorm ant. Th us  by s e v e r in g  connections  

the S o c ie ty  had saved i ts e l f  and w as ab le  to continue to p a r t ic ip a te  

in the a n t is la v e ry  movement.

A s has been made c le a r  a n t is la v e ry  sentim ent f lo u r is h e d  

c h ie f ly  amongst the m iddling and s m a lle r  businessm en w ith  only  

m ore o r  less  nominal le a d e rs h ip  fro m  the l ib e ra l  minded b u rg h e r  

a r is to c r a c y  (Ch. 2). T h is  is t ru e  not only in the f ie ld  of a n t is la v e ry  

s o c ie t ies  but in countless  o th e r  l ik e  o rg a n iz a t io n s  w hich when 

combined to g e th e r  show the g re a t  concern  o f that elem ent w hich was  

t ry in g  to re fo rm  a w o r ld  beset w ith  seem ingly  unso lvab le  prob lem s  

brought on by the in d u s tr ia l  re v o lu t io n . In an a tm osphere  which  

p reached  s e l f -h e lp  as opposed to governm ent in te r fe re n c e  the only  

way to a c h ieve  the needed re fo rm s  was through p h ila n th ro p ic  and 

c h a r ita b le  o rg a n iz a t io n s . As p re v io u s ly  stated (Ch. I ,  p. 12) th e re  

w e re  l i t e r a l ly  thousands of these groups of w hich the a n t is la v e ry  

s o c ie t ies  made up only a v e ry  small p o rt io n . F o r d  K. B ro w n  points  

out in his book F a th e r s  of the V ic to r ia n s  that th e re  w e re  s o c ie t ie s

11. . . to im p ro v e , to e n fo rc e ,  to r e fo rm ,  to b e n e f i t ,  to 
p re v e n t ,  to r e l ie v e ,  to ed u ca te , to re c la im ,  to e n c o u ra g e ,  
to p r o ro g a te ,  to m a in ta in , to p ro m o te , to p ro v id e  f o r ,  
to s u p p o rt ,  to e f fe c t ,  to b e t te r ,  to in s t ru c t ,  to p ro te c t ,
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to s u p e rc e d e , to em ploy , to c i v i l i z e ,  to v is i t ,  to 
p r e s e r v e ,  to c o n v e r t ,  to m it ig a te ,  to a b o lis h , to 
in v e s t ig a te ,  to p u b lis h , to a id ,  to e x tin g u is h .11̂

T h e  men p a r t ic ip a t in g  in these o rg a n iz a t io n s  d e s ire d  to im prove

soc ie ty  in o r d e r  to ach ieve  a b e t te r  w o r ld .  T h is  f,w o r ld  b e t te r in g 11

philosophy was p ro b ab ly  c a r r ie d  to its  u lt im a te  conclusion with

the founding o f c o -o p e ra t iv e  and O w e n ite  s o c ia l is t  communities which

had such an in f lu en ce  in the a re a  of re fo rm  in the 1 8 2 0 !s ,  3 0 *s , and

4 0 's .  T h e s e  groups w e re  the log ical ex tens ion  of the m iddle and

upper c la s s  b e l ie f  that soc ie ty  could be changed and im proved if

in d iv id u a ls  o r  groups of in d iv id u a ls  w ould only help them selves
23through e d u c a tio n , c o -o p e ra t io n  and d e te rm in a tio n . O ne of the

most im portan t m ovem ents, te m p e ra n c e , was not only a goal but a

v ita l  in g re d ie n t in th is  e n t i r e  re fo rm is t  a c t iv i ty .  T em p e ra n c e  o r

the abstinence  fro m  strong d r in k  was the key to im prov ing  the

w hole  of s o c ie ty ,  o r  at le a s t so it was assum ed. L e a d e rs  o f th is

movement w e re  invo lved  in all s o r ts  of o th e r  r e f o r m is t  w o rk  not the
24

leas t of w hich was the a n t is la v e ry  movement. A g a in ,  education was  

fundamental to th is  d r iv e  fo r  im provem ent as it was fe l t  that the  

enlightened and educated mind could not help but to seek fo r  im p ro ve 

ment in the condition  of so c ie ty .

U n d e rs ta n d a b ly  m em bers o f  D is s e n t in g  C h u rc h e s  p layed  a 

la rg e  ro le  in the B r i t is h  re fo rm  movement. B a s ic a l ly  the D is s e n te rs  

w e re  d is s a t is f ie d  w ith the E s ta b lis h e d  C h u rc h  and consequently  the  

es tab lish ed  o r d e r  of s o c ie ty ,  the two going hand in hand. O f cou rse  

d is s a t is fa c t io n  w ith  the e x is tin g  o r d e r  is  the essence of any re fo rm

22 B ro w n , F a th e r s  of the V ic to r ia n s  p. 328

23 R. G. G a r n e t t ,  C o -o p e ra t io n  and the O w e n ite  s o c ia l is t  
com m unities in B r i t a in ,  1 8 2 5 -4 5 . (M an chester U n iv e r s i ty  
P r e s s  1971). pp. 1 - 6 0 ,  1 3 0 -5 9 .

24 H a r r is o n ,  D r in k  and the V ic to r ia n s  p. 174 S e e  T a b le  4.
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a g ita tio n  and consequently  it is not s u rp r is in g  to f ind  m em bers of  

these sects  lead ing  and dom inating many re fo rm  o rg a n iz a t io n s .  

H o w e v e r ,  th e re  w e re  E v a n g e l ic a ls  both in the C h u rch  o f E n g lan d  

and the C h urch  o f S co tla n d  who sought to accom plish change w ith in  

the system  the most notab le  be ing W il l ia m  W i lb e r fo r c e  and Hannah  

M o re  In E n g lan d  and S tevenson  M a c G i l l ,  Thom as C h a lm e rs  and 

W il l ia m  C o ll in s  in S c o tla n d . N e v e r th e le s s  the p reo ccu p atio n  of the 

C hurch  o f  S c o tla n d  w ith  its  own d if f ic u lt ie s  du rin g  the T e n  Y e a r s  

C o n fl ic t  even on the p a r t  of its  g re a t le a d e r ,  Thom as C h a lm e rs ,  who 

had been c lo s e ly  assoc ia ted  w ith  social re fo rm  in e v ita b ly  d is t ra c te d  

the E s ta b lis h m e n t E v a n g e l ic a ls  fro m  social issues fo r  a tim e. Thus  

it was g e n e ra l ly  the m em bers of the D is s e n tin g  C h u rc h e s , e s p e c ia l ly  

in S c o t la n d ,  who took the most a c t iv e  ro le s  in the a re a  o f socia l 

re fo rm  a g ita t io n .

In the w hole f ie ld  of re fo rm  it was the m em bers of the m iddle  

c lasses  who w e re  the basis  and the backbone of the e f fo r t .  It  was  

th e ir  b e l ie f  in p r o g r e s s ,  in e v ita b le  p r o g r e s s ,  that caused them to 

take  p a r t  in th is  re fo rm is t  a c t iv i ty .  T h e  b e t te r  w o r ld  would be 

achieved but re fo rm  o f in s t itu t io n s , c i v i l ,  e c c le s ia s t ic a l  and social 

would a c c e le ra te  this p ro c e s s . T h e s e  men could see the enorm ous  

changes tak in g  p la c e  all around them and it was m e re ly  a m a tte r  of  

c han ne lling  th is  fo rc e  in the p ro p e r  d ire c t io n  and the re s u lt  would  

be ben efic ia l to a l l .  T h is  attempt to channel re fo rm is t  enthusiasm  

was the sole  reaso n  f o r  the e x is te n c e  of form al o rg a n iz a t io n s .

Any e f fo r t  which encompassed such a w ide  f ie ld  of endeavour  

and-which attem pted to resh ap e  the e n t i re  soc ie ty  was bound to be 

confronted w ith  s e r io u s  d if f ic u lt ie s .,  T h e  es tab lished  o r d e r  o f  the 

ru lin g  c lass  had e v e ry  reason to oppose rad ic a l o r  fundamental 

changes and often  confounded the r e fo rm e r s  e f fo r ts  by e i th e r  a 

n eg ative  response  as in th e ir  re fu sa l to abo lish  the C o rn  L a w s  t il l  

1846 o r  a p o s it iv e  resjaanse such as the substitul^on of ap p re n tic e s h ip
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fo r  s la v e ry  In the W est In d ies . T h is  o f co u rs e  b re d  f ru s t r a t io n  which  

in tu rn  p ro vo ked  the m ore  a rd e n t r e fo rm e r s  into ex trem ism  and 

fa n a t ic is m . In tu rn  th is  led to d isag reem en ts  and dissension between  

m oderate  and e x tre m e  r e fo rm e rs .  In e v ita b ly  th is  re s u lte d  in the  

b re a k -u p  of many of the movements into contending fac t io n s  w hich  

w e re  seem ingly  m ore in te re s te d  in a t tack in g  each o th e r  than p r o 

moting th e ir  cause. S in c e  the so le  p u rp o se  fo r  the e x is te n c e  o f a 

re fo rm in g  soc ie ty  was to channel enthusiasm  to w ard  a tta in in g  a 

s p e c if ic  goal these o rg a n iz a t io n s  became m ere ly  m eaning less  

appendages once these goals had been lost s ight of. T h e  end re s u lt  

was no m ore than could be e x p ec ted , i . e .  the d isso lu tio n  and co lla p s e  

of the o rg a n iz a t io n  though not n e c e s s a r i ly  o f the idea w hich had 

brought about its  e x is te n c e .

W ith  all these fa c to rs  in mind con cern ing  re fo rm  o rg a n iz a t io n s  

in genera l it Is p o s s ib le  in the case of the G lasgow  E m a n c ip a tio n  

S o c ie ty  to study a s p e c if ic  o rg a n iz a t io n  to see how It com pares w ith  

the o v e ra l l  scope o f re fo rm is t  a c t iv i ty .  F i r s t  of all it unden iab ly  f i ts  

the p a t te rn  as a " w o r ld  b e t te r in g 11 o rg a n iz a t io n .  T r u e  its  e f fo r ts  w e re  

d ire c te d  f u r th e r  a f ie ld  than o th er  m ore lo c a lly  o r ie n ta te d  groups but 

i ts  purpose  was identica l in that it sought to im prove the lot*of hu m an ity ,  

a lb e it  a v e ry  rem ote  p o rt io n  under p e c u l ia r  c irc u m s ta n c e s . Its  

le a d e rs h ip  and m em bership w e re  w ith  fe w  exceptions s o lid ly  of the 

m iddle c la s s e s  and re l ig io u s ly  a f f i l ia te d  w ith  the D is s e n t in g  chu rch es .  

T h ese  men w e re  convinced that the n e g ro ,  g iven his freedom  and 

an equal chance to succeed , could pull h im se lf  up by the bo ots traps  

and s u c c e s s fu lly  compete in so c ie ty . T h is  could be e a s ily  p roved  

by po in ting  to b lacks  such as F r e d e r ic k  D oug lass and James M cCune  

Sm ith who had shown th e ir  exceptional w o rth  and a b i l i ty .  It was a 

d ra m a tic  i l lu s t ra t io n  of what could be ach ieved  through education and 

s e lf  d is c ip l in e .  T h e  G. E .  S .  wanted to re fo rm  not its  own local 

society  but the s t ru c tu re  of soc ie ty  in o th e r  lands so that o th e r

248



I

b lacks  might have the same o p po rtu n ity  of b e t te r in g  them selves as 

Sm ith  and D oug lass  had done. F u r t h e r ,  s la v e ry  was a d ire c t  

c o n tra d ic t io n  of the gen era l r e f o r m is t  b e l ie f  in p ro g re s s  and as such 

its  a b o lit io n  could on ly  g ive ben e fic ia l r e s u lts .  B ecause of the  

G o v e rn m e n ts  re fu sa l a n d /o r  in a b il i ty  to take  d ire c t  action  aga inst  

s la v e ry  in a re a s  outs ide  o f its  d ir e c t  c o n tro l ,  it was up to p r iv a te  

s o c ie t ie s  l ik e  the G. E .  S .  to w o rk  independently  in an attempt to 

channel p o p u la r  re v u ls io n  against the system  into a c o n s tru c t iv e  

program m e w hich would in some m a te r ia l  way e ffec t its  o v e r th ro w .

Its  e f fo r ts  w e re  unsuccessful and, t ru e  to fo r m ,  the S o c ie ty  fo llo w e d  

the path of o th e r  re fo rm  s o c ie t ie s .  F i r s t  f ru s t r a t io n  at th e ir  

continued in a b i l i ty  to do anything of a tang ib le  n a tu re  against  

A m e ric a n  s la v e r y .  S ec o n d , ex trem ism  as i l lu s t ra te d  by th e ir  sup po rt  

fo r  the fan a tic a l W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n .  T h i r d ,  dissension betw een  

the m oderates  and the r a d ic a ls  which d iv e r te d  the S o c ie ty ’ s a tten tio n  

from  the in s t itu t io n  o f s la v e ry  to a n t is la v e ry  p r in c ip le s .  F in a l l y ,  

frag m en ta tio n  and the gradual p ro c e s s  o f d e c lin e . T h is  d ec lin e  was  

checked only by the F r e e  C h urch  C o n t ro v e rs y ,  the U n c le  T o m ’ s 

Penny O f fe r in g  and the h a rd  w o rk  of its  s e c r e t a r y ,  W il l ia m  S m e a l.

T h e  im p ortan ce  o f the w o r ld  a n t is la v e ry  movement a f te r  the  

abo lition  of B r i t is h  co lonia l s la v e ry  in 1834 should not be u n d e r 

estim ated because of its  r e la t iv e  un im portance  to o th e r  re fo rm  

movements in B r i ta in .  In A m e r ic a  the movement was of v ita l im p o rt

ance and co n tr ib u te d  s ig n if ic a n t ly  to the g ro w in g  q u a rre l  o v e r  ’’S ta te s  

R ig h ts ” . In the South the p r o s la v e r y  a g ita to rs  o v e r re a c te d  to the  

movement in the 1 8 3 0 ’ s and consequently  gave it im portance out o f  

all p ro p o r t io n  to its  in fluen ce . T h is  co n tr ib u te d  to the d is t ru s t  and  

grow ing  sec tio n a lis m  w hich u lt im a te ly  re s u lte d  in the C iv i l  W a r .

It is no overs ta te m e n t to s ay  that the issue o f s la v e ry  was one of  

the p r im a ry  c o n tr ib u tin g  fa c to rs  to w a rd  that w a r .  T h e  A m e ric a n  

a b o lit io n is ts  and e s p e c ia l ly  G a rr is o n  must take d ire c t  re s p o n s ib i l i ty  

fo r  th e ir  p a r t  in adding to the sensation a lism  and h o s t i l i ty  which
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surro u n d ed  the issue  of s la v e ry .  T h is  re s p o n s ib i l i ty  they w ould not 

and did not accept but instead attem pted to add fuel to the f i r e  fe e lin g  

that the sooner the issue  reach ed  the bo iling  point the sooner s la v e ry  

would be abo lished . T o  ju s t i fy  th e ir  a g ita tio n  they pointed to B r i ta in  

and the successful e x tin c tio n  o f s la v e ry  in h e r  co lo n ies . To  add to 

th e ir  r e s p e c ta b i l i ty  they attem pted to a s so c ia te  them selves w ith  the  

highly  re s p e c te d  B r i t is h  a b o lit io n is ts .  T h is  is why they had re a c te d  

so fa v o u ra b ly  to the two W o r ld  A nti S la v e r y  C onventions he ld  in 

London in 1840 and 1843. T h e  B r i t is h  a b o lit io n is ts  had what the  

A m e ric a n  a b o lit io n is ts  lacked -  re s p e c ta b i l i ty .

D e s p ite  the constant b ic k e r in g  the A m e ric a n  and B r i t is h  a b o li 

t io n is ts  s tayed  in c lose  com munication w ith  one ano th er and th e re  

was a d ir e c t  connection between th e ir  a c t iv i t ie s .  T h is  re s u lte d  in

the two movements having a re a l e ffec t on each o th e r  both as re g a rd s
25to p o lic y  and e f fo r t .  Consequently  the p a r t ic u la r  stand taken  by

one of the m ore im portan t B r i t is h  a n t is la v e ry  s o c ie t ie s  was of concern

to the A m e r ic a n  a b o lit io n is ts  because it  s e rv e d  as an in d ic a to r  o f the

fe e lin g s  and p o l ic ie s  held by a s ig n if ic a n t  p o rt io n  of the B r i t is h

a b o lit io n is ts .  D u r in g  the 1830 !s and 1 8 4 0 !s the G. E .  S .  was p ro b ab ly

second only to the London s o c ie t ie s  in im portance both in r e g a rd  to

p re s t ig e  and enthusiasm . T h e r e fo r e  its  p r o - G a r r is o n  stand did

m atte r  to the A m e ric a n  a b o lit io n is ts  because it lent support and

c re d e n c e  to one of th e ir  r iv a l l in g  fa c t io n s . G a r r is o n ,  whose
26a c t iv i t ie s  w e re  d i r e c t ly  s tim ulated  by the a id of the B r i t i s h ,  could  

point to the G. E .  S .  and r ig h t fu l ly  c la im  to have at leas t the m oral 

backing o f  one o f B r i t a in !s s tro ngest a n t is la v e ry  s o c ie t ie s .  H o w e v e r ,  

in the end one is  fo rc e d  to ask what rea l d i f fe re n c e  did th is  make in

25 A r th u r  Young L lo y d ,  T h e  S la v e r y  C o n tro v e rs y  1 8 3 1 -1 8 6 0  
(U n iv e rs ity  of N o rth  C a r o l in a  P r e s s  1939) pp. l 4 l - 2

26 Ib id ,  p. 141
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the movement. T h e  a n s w e r  is p ro b a b ly  none and at best v e ry  l i t t le .

It is u n l ik e ly  that G a r r is o n 's  fo llo w in g  would have v a r ie d  at a ll  if

the G. E .  S .  had taken a po s itio n  in opposition to him. T h e  movement

was much m ore  than s o c ie t ie s  o r  in d iv id u a ls . A n t is la v e ry  s o c ie t ie s

w e re  m e re ly  the form al ins titu tio n  o f  an ideology based on the
27C h r is t ia n  b e l ie f  of u lt im a te  human e q u a lity  b e fo re  God. T h e r e 

fo re  to the movement as a w hole  it w as im m ateria l who o r  what the 

G .E .  S .  supported  fo r  it was the s o c ie t ie s  which depended upon the  

movement and not the movement upon the s o c ie t ie s .

H o w e v e r ,  s la v e ry  as an in s titu tio n  had been in e x is ten ce

and had been condemned long b e fo re  the em ergence of the
28a b o lit io n is ts  s o c ie t ie s .  But in the n ineteenth  cen tu ry  a n t is la v e ry  

thought came into its  own. F o r  one thing the evange lica l thought of 

the day would brook no com prom ise on b as ic  C h r is t ia n  b e l ie fs .  A ll  

in s t i tu t io n s ,  c iv i l  o r  e c c le s ia s t ic a l  w e re  judged by the law of God 

and s la v e ry  as p ra c t ic e d  was judged by them as a c le a r  t ra n s g re s s io n  

of th is  law . T h e  S c o tt is h  P re s b y te r ia n is m  of the day w as an 

in to le ra n t  theology in judging moral t u r p i t u d e .  T h e  re l ig io u s  

enthusiasm  of the E v a n g e lic a ls  m e re ly  m agnified th is  in to le ra n c e  w ith  

the re s u lt  that s la v e r y ,  a long w ith  many o th er  socia l e v i ls ,  was  

b it te r ly  denounced as inconsistent w ith  C h r is t ia n  P r in c ip le s .  It 

is h a rd ly  s u rp r is in g  th e re fo re  that th e re  should be some con certed  

e f fo r t  on th e ir  p a r t  in opposition  to s la v e ry .  T h e  G lasgow Anti 

S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  and subsequently  the G lasgow  E m anc ip atio n  S o c ie ty  

w e re  m e re ly  m an ifes ta tio ns  of the E v a n g e l ic a l 's  condem nation of 

s la v e ry .  T h is  does n o t,  h o w e v e r ,  exp la in  the e x c e p tio n a lly  long 

e x is ten ce  of the S o c ie ty  and fo r  that m ore human fa c to rs  must 

be taken into account. In its  in it ia l  phase betw een 1834 and 1847

27 F o r  an e x c e p tio n a lly  good con tem po rary  exam ple of th is  
fe e lin g  see E s t e r  C o p le y , A  H is to ry  of S la v e r y  And Its  
A b o lit io n  (London 18 3 6 ) passim . S e e  e s p e c ia l ly  pp. 6 2 5 -3 4 .

28 D av id  B r io n  D a v is ,  T h e  P ro b le m  o f S la v e r y  in W e s te rn  C u ltu re  
(C o rn e ll  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s  1 9 6 6 ) passim .
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the S o c ie ty  had pu b lic  sympathy and support as w e ll as an 

in te re s te d  m em bership and an ab le  le a d e rs h ip . In its  d ec lin in g  

phase its  e x is te n c e  was due almost s o le ly  to i ts  le a d e rs h ip  and 

m ore s p e c if ic a l ly  to W il l ia m  Sm eal(ChVI pp;. 228^9). A f te r  1853 and 

the P en ny  O ffe r in g  it could a lm ost be sa id  to have been his  

e x c lu s iv e  soc ie ty . W e re  it not f o r  him the S o c ie ty  would have ceased  

to e x is t  but that is not to say that the p o p u la r  re v u ls io n  against  

s la v e ry  would have been the le s s . A nti s la v e ry  sentim ent did not need a 

socie ty  in o r d e r  to e x is t  but in the case of G lasgow  it had an 

exceptiona l one. As has been made c le a r  the pu rp ose  of th is  soc ie ty  

as w ith  o th e r  re fo rm  s o c ie t ie s  was to channel a g en era l fe e l in g  into 

s p e c if ic  p rog ram m es o r  a c t iv i t ie s  w ith  the in ten tion  of focusing  

p re s s u re  on the G overnm ent o r  o th e r  re le v a n t  bodies such as the 

F r e e  C h u rch  o r  the E v a n g e lic a l A l l ia n c e  in o r d e r  to fa c i l i t a te  the 

end of s la v e ry .  In 1876 the G. E .  S .  was unique in B r i ta in  in that 

it was the o ld e s t o f all a n t is la v e ry  s o c ie t ie s  inc lud ing  the B . F . A .  S .  S .  

Its  h is to ry  is the h is to ry  o f  a n t is la v e ry  sentim ent a n d  a c t iv ity  in 

G lasgow  fo r  fo r ty - tw o  y e a rs  and consequently  o f rea l im portance in 

the study of n ineteenth  ce n tu ry  B r i t is h  a n t is la v e ry  a c t iv i ty .  But to 

say that the G. E .  S .  is im portan t because it e x is te d  fo r  fo r ty - tw o  

y e a rs  is absu rd  as the m ere  ex is te n c e  of a soc ie ty  o r  ins titu tio n  

means nothing if  that soc ie ty  accom plishes nothing of w orth  o r  

im portance . T h e r e f o r e  in o r d e r  to ju s t i fy  the study of the G. E .  S .  

it is n e c e s s a ry  to show how and in what w ays it was im portant  

w ith in  the context of the anti s la v e ry  movement.

It is the contention o f th is  th es is  that th e re  a re  s ix  reasons

why the G. E .  S .  m e r its  im portance  in the B r i t is h  a n t is la v e ry

cru sade  a f te r  1833. O f  p r im a r y  im portance  is  the fact that the

S o c ie ty  was the c e n tre  of the G a r r is o n  fa c t io n  w ith in  the movement

a f te r  1840. T h is  was not a chance o c c u rre n c e  but a d e l ib e ra te
29in tention  of G a r r is o n  and his s u p p o rte rs .  T h e  s p lit  between the

29 G a r r is o n  P a p e r s , M .S .  A . 1. 2. v o l.  II p. 6 8 , E l iz a b e th
P e a s e  to S m e a l , 14 F e b r u a r y  1 841.
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p ro  and ant? G a r r is o n  elem ents e f fe c t iv e ly  c r ip p le d  the B r i t is h  

movement fo r  It  was on ly  w ith  un ity  of e f fo r t  and c o -o p e ra t io n  

that the a b o lit io n is ts  could hope to put p r e s s u r e  on the G overnm ent  

to implement its  p rogram m es. T h is  had been done d u rin g  the anti 

a p p re n tic e s h ip  campaign w ith  g ra t i fy in g  re s u lts  i f  not by W e s tm in s te r  

at le a s t  by the co lonia l le g is la tu re s .  A f te r  1838 and the end of  

a p p re n tic e s h ip  the B r i t is h  a n t is la v e ry  movement could c la im  no 

s ig n if ic a n t successes on a national s c a le .  O ne of the p r im a r y  

reaso n s  f o r  th is  was the incessant in te rn a l q u a r r e l l in g  and lack  

of c o -o p e ra t io n  between the two contending fac t io n s  and the G. E .  S .  

w as the le a d e r  o f one of these fa c t io n s . S e c o n d ly ,  the S o c ie ty  was  

to a la rg e  d e g re e  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  T h o m p s o n s  t r ip  to the U n ite d  

S ta te s  in 1 8 3 4 -5  which w as u lt im a te ly  to have such an im portan t  

Impact on the B r i t is h  movement because of T h o m p s o n s  assoc ia tio n  

w ith G a r r is o n .  H is  t r ip  had a lso been re s p o n s ib le  fo r  in f lu en c in g  

A m e ric a n  p u b lic  opin ion against fo re ig n  (B r i t is h )  a g ita to rs  in t e r 

fe r in g  into th e ir  dom estic  a f fa irs  and was ano th er wedge d r iv e n  

betw een the p ro  and anti s la v e ry  s y m p a th ize rs  in the then s t i l l  

burgeon ing  sectional co n flic t  (ChJIf p p .8 7 -9 ) .  T h i r d ly ,  the G. E .  S .  

had led the unsuccessful f igh t against the F r e e  C hurch  f o r  accepting  

co n tr ib u tio n s  fro m  A m e ric a n  s la v e h o ld e rs .  It was th is  soc ie ty  that 

had a rra n g e d  p u b lic  m eetings fo r  v is i t in g  A m e ric a n  a b o lit io n is ts  

and o rg a n ize d  a loud and , if  nothing e ls e ,  an e m b a rra s s in g  campaign  

aga inst th is  im portant S c o tt is h  k i r k  (C h. V  pp.1 71-02).S in c e  th is  

e f fo r t  by the a b o lit io n is ts  was surpassed  on ly  by th e ir  campaign  

against colonia l s la v e ry  and s ince  the G. E .  S .  p layed  a la rg e  ro le  

In the v ig o ro u s  S c o tt is h  p a r t ic ip a t io n  the S o c ie ty  can r ig h t fu l ly  

be c re d ite d  w ith  being one of the m a jo r  c o n tr ib u to rs  in th is  

successfu l cam paign. T h e  f if th  reason  f o r  the im portance  o f the  

G. E .  S . was that it was one o f the few  a n t is la v e ry  s o c ie t ie s  to 

rem ain  independent of the B. F . A .  S .  S .  throughout its  h is to ry .
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T h e re  w e re  o th e rs  of c o u rse  such as the H ib e rn ia n  A nti S la v e r y  

S o c ie ty  in D u b l in ,  the B r is to l  soc ie ty  and the E d in b u rg h  s o c ie t ie s  

but none of these w e re  as end uring  n o r  as im portan t as the G. E .  S .  

F in a l ly  the S o c ie ty  is Im portan t fo r  the com pleteness of its  re c o rd s  

which t r a c e  in deta il its  e f fo r ts  from  its f i r s t  m eeting in 1833 to Its  

final p u b lic  m eeting in 1876. B ecause  of the a v a i la b i l i ty  o f these  

re c o rd s  and the com prehensive  l is t in g  of its  m em bership it s e rv e s  

not on ly  as a unique guide to p ro v in c ia l  n ineteenth  ce n tu ry  B r i t is h  

a n t is la v e ry  a c t iv ity  but a lso as a f i r s t  c la s s  i l lu s t ra t io n  o f the 

ra th e r  com plex p e r io d  of re fo rm is t  a c t iv i ty  which f lo u r is h e d  out

side of the dominating in fluence  of London. In i ts e l f  the G. E ,  S .  

n e ith e r  added to no r su b trac ted  from  the s ta te  o f soc ie ty  in G lasgow .  

It was m e re ly  a p rod uct of ex is tin g  conditions but as such the study  

of the S o c ie ty  fa c i l i t a te s  a m ore com plete unders tan d in g  o f  G lasgow  

and the W est o f  S c o tla n d  d u rin g  the m iddle decades o f the n in e 

teenth c e n tu ry .

A f te r  the second rea d in g  of the b ill  to end the B r i t is h  s lave

tra d e  In 1807 W i lb e r fo r c e  asked H e n ry  MW e lI H e n ry  what
30shall we abo lish  n e x t? 11 In the y e a rs  fo l lo w in g  B r i t is h  a b o lit io n is ts  

by th e ir  e f fo r ts ,  good, bad and in d if fe re n t  attem pted to an sw er th is  

question by w o rk in g  fo r  nothing less  than the end o f s la v e ry  th ro u g h 

out the e n t i r e  w o r ld .  T h e  movement v a r ie d  g re a t ly  both in in te n s ity  

and success but n e v e r  in pu rpose . T h e  a c t iv i t ie s  of the a b o li t io n is ts  

and th e ir  o rg a n iz a t io n s  te ll a s to ry  o f  a long f r u s t r a t in g  and at tim es  

b it te r  f ig h t against the in s t itu tio n  of s la v e ry .  In th is  f ig h t the 

G lasgow  E m anc ip atio n  S o c ie ty  took an im portan t and a g g re s s iv e  ro le  

and d e s e rv e s  a g re a t  deal of c re d it  fo r  its  successes and d is c re d it  

fo r  its exce s se s . In sum it was a s ig n if ic a n t fo rc e  to be recko ned  

w ith  In mid n ineteenth  c e n tu ry  B r i t is h  a n t is la v e ry  sentim ent and 

a c t iv ity .

30 S i r  R eg in a ld  C oup land , W i lb e r fo r c e  (London 1945) p. 282
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A P P E N D IX  I

S o c ia l ,  P o l i t ic a l  and P h i la n th ro p ic  A c t iv i t ie s  of the M em bers  of 

T h e  G lasgow  Em anc ip atio n  S o c ie ty

T h e  In fo rm ation  c o n cern in g  the v a r io u s  a c t iv i t ie s  of the  

committeemen o f the G lasgow  E m ancipation  S o c ie ty  has been  

gleaned fro m  a w ide  v a r ie ty  o f so u rc e s . T h e  most im portan t of 

these so u rc e s  inc lude the G lasgow  P o s t  O ff ic e  D i r e c to r ie s  1833-51  , 

the G lasgow  A r g u s , G lasgow  H era ld ,,  and G lasgow  C o u r ie r ,

G lasgow  and Its  C lub s  by John S t r a n g ,  G lim pses of O ld  G lasgow  by 

A n d re w  A i r d ,  G lagow  P a s t  and P r e s e n t  by R o b e rt  R e id  (S e n e x ) ,  

M a tr ic u la t io n  Album of the U n iv e r s i ty  of G lasgow  1 7 2 8 -1 8 5 8  by W .

Innes A d d is o n , L o r d  P ro v o s ts  of G la s g o w , O ld  C o u n try  Houses of  

T h e  O ld  G lasgow  G e n try ,  T h e  Book o f Em inent Scotsm en by Joseph  

I r v in g ,  nT h e  S c o tt is h  F a c to r  In T h e  F ig h t  A g a in s t A m e ric a n  S l a v e r y 11 

by C . Duncan R ic e ,  T h e  M em oria l C a ta lo gu e  of T h e  O ld  G lasgow  

E x h ib it io n  1 8 9 4 , H is to r ic a l  N o t ic e s  of the U n ite d  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h urch  

in G la s g o w , M em o irs  and P o r t r a i t s  of One H undred  G lasgow  M e n , 

"G lasgow  P a r l ia m e n ta ry  C o n s titu en c y ” by D a v id  T e v io td a le ,  T h e B a f l l i e , 

T h e  L i f e  and W r it in g s  of Ralph W a rd la w  by W il l ia m  A le x a n d e r ,  F a s t i  

E c c le s ia e  S c o tic a n a e  by Hugh Scot (ed. ) ,  O ld  R em in iscences  of G lasgow  

and the W est of S co tlan d  by P e t e r  M ack e n z ie  and T h e  D ic t io n a ry  of 

N ationa l B io g ra p h y  by L e s l ie  S tephen (ed. ). A b b re v ia t io n s  in th is  

appendix a re  as fo l lo w s  :

G. R. A . G lasgow  R eform  A s s o c ia t io n

G. A. B . S .  G lasgow  A u x i l ia r y  B ib le  S o c ie ty

G. V . C . S .  G lasgow  V o lu n ta ry  C h urch  S o c ie ty

C .M .  B . I ,  I .  A .  S .  C a lto n ,  Mil e -e n d  and B rid g e to n  M echanics

In s t itu te  fo r  Im provem ent in the A r ts  and 

S c ie n c e s .
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O fficeho ld ers  of G. E . S . 1834-51

Name

A N D E R S O N , 
Rev* W il l ia m

O ccupation

Rel ie f  C h urch  
M in is te r

A c t iv e  Y e a r s  O th e r  A c t iv i t ie s

1834-51

B E IT H ,  James M a n u fa c tu re r 1 8 3 4 -4 0

D E N N IS T O U  N ,  
John

M erchant 1841-51

H A S T I E ,  
Al exand er

M erchant 1851

H E U G H ,  
R ev. Hugh

U n ite d  S e c e s s io n  
C h urch  M in is te r

1834-40

G. A . B . S .  ,
T e m p e ra n c e  S o c ie ty ,  
V ic e  P r e s .  G lasgow  
Religious: F r ie n d ly  
S o c ie ty ,  G . V .  C . S .

C o u n c il lo r  D is t r ic t  3 ,  
D ir e c t o r  of Tow ns  
H o s p i ta l , G . R . A . ,
G* V .  C . S .  , G lasgow  
P o l i t ic a l  Un ion

M. P .  fo r  G la s g o w ,  
1 8 3 7 -4 7 .
Bail l ie  o f P r o v a n ,  
D ir e c t o r  C ham ber of 
C o m m erce ,
D i r e c t o r  Asylum  fo r  
Bl in d ,
C . M. B . M . I . I . A .  S .

M .P .  fo r  G la s g o w ,  
1 8 4 8 -5 7
L o r d  P ro v o s t  of 
Gl asgow ,
M an ag er o f G lasgow  
Royal In f i r m a r y ,  
Comm itteeman of R iv e r  
C ly d e  and H a rb o u r  o f  
Gl asgow ,
C o u n c i l lo r  W a rd  1 ,
Bail l ie  f o r  G la s g o w ,  
C ham ber o f  C o m m erce ,  
D ir e c t o r  o f Tow ns  
H o s p i ta l ,
D i r e c t o r  o f S t i r l in g  
L i b r a r y

G. A . B . S .  ,
G. V *  C . S .
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Name Occupation A ctive  Y e a rs  O ther A c tiv it ie s

G R A H A M E ,R o b e rt  W r i t e r  1834-51

G R A H A M E,Thom as W r i t e r  1 8 3 5 -4 0

J E F F R A Y ,  U n ite d  S e c e s s io n
R e v , G eorge  C hurch  M in is te r  1843-51

J O H N S T O N ,  M erchant and 1834  5
James G enera l Agent

K ID S T O N ,  U n ite d  S ec e s s io n
R ev . W il l ia m  C hurch  M in is te r  1834-51

M U R R A Y , John

O S W A L D ,  James

Col I e c to r  of  
Canal dues 
B o w lin g  Bay

Cotton Y a r n  
M erchan t

1 8 3 4 -4 9

1841-51

P A T O N ,  A n d re w

R A T O N ,  W il l ia m  P,

Comm ission
M erchan t

Comm ission
M erchant

1841-51

1 8 3 6 -4 0

L o r d  P ro v o s t  of  
G lasg o w , F o x  C lu b ,  
P r e s .  G. R . A . ,
"C l iquen ,
G. A . B . S .  ,
F a c u lty  of  
P r o c u r a to r s .

T e m p e ra n c e  S o c ie ty ,  
Facu l ty of P r o 
c u r a to r s ,  G, A . B . S .

G . V .  C . S .

G # A . B . S .  ,
T r e a s u r e r  at 
A n derso n ian  
U n iv e r s i ty ,  S e c .  
G lasgow  M is s io n a ry  
S o c ie ty ,  M o d e ra to r  
of U . P .  , Synod 1847

G. V .  C . S .

M .P .  fo r  G la sg o w ,
1 8 3 3 -7 ,  1 8 3 9 -4 7  
" C l iq u e " ,  F o x  C lu b ,  
S e c . G lasgow  E a s t  
Ind ia  A s s o c ia t io n ,
G. R . A .

P o l ic e  C om m iss ioner

C ham ber o f  Com m erce  
C om m iss ioner fo r  
A ssessed T a x e s  fo r  
Gl asgow ,
B r id g e  C o m m iss io n e r ,  
C ly d e  C o m m iss io n e r ,  
G. R . A .



Name Occupation A c tiv e  Y e a rs  O ther A c tiv it ie s

S M E A L ,  James  

S M E A L ,  W il l ia m

P h y s ic ia n 1834

T e a  d e a le r  and 1834-51  
G ro c e r

W A R D L A W ,  
R ev. R alph

Independent
M in is te r

1 8 3 4 -4 0

W IG H A M ,
Anthony

W I L L I S ,
R ev . M ichael

W holesal e 
Iro nm on ger

O r ig in a l
B u rg h e r

1 8 3 4 -4 0

1 8 3 4 -4 7

G. R . A .

C o -e d i to r  of B r i t is h  
F r i e n d , S e c r e ta r y  of  
F i r s t  E le c to ra l  
D is t r i c t ,  C h a irm an  of  
T h ir d  W a rd  Comm ittee  
S e c r e ta r y  and 
T r e a s u r e r  of P e a c e  
C o m m ittee , M in is te r  
in Q u a k e r  C h u rc h ,
G. A . B. S .

S e c . of G . A . B . S .  , 
T h eo lo gy  P r o fe s s o r  in 
C ongregationa l D iv in i t  
H a l l ,
T r u s te e  A n d erso n ian  
U n iv e r s i t y ,
P r e s .  G lasgow  
R e lig io u s  T r a c t  
S o c ie ty ,  P r e s .
G. V .  C . S .

Committeeman -  
A b erd een  A u x i l ia r y  
B ib le  S o c ie ty ,
G. A .  B . S .

P r o fe s s o r  of Th eo logy  
to B u rg h e r  S yn o d ,  
P r e s ,  of Anti S la v e r y  
S o c ie ty  of C a n ad a ,  
T e m p e ra n c e  S o c ie ty
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M in is te rs  In G. E . S . 1834-51

Name C h urch A c t iv e  Y e a r s  O th e r  A c t iv i t ie s

A U L D ,  W il l ia m

B R A S H ,  W il l ia m

B R E W S T E R ,
P a t r ic k

Rel ie f 1835-51

U n ite d  S e c c e s s io n  1835-41

C hurch  of S c o tla n d  1836

B R O W N ,
C h a r le s

C A M P B E L L ,
E d w a rd

C hurch  of S c o tla n d  1834

Independent 1 8 3 4 -5

D U N C A N , John C hurch  of S c o tla n d  1 8 3 4 -4 0

D U N C A N ,
W a lte r

E A D IE ,  John

U n ite d  S ecess io n 1834

U n ite d  S e c ess io n  1 8 3 7 -4 4

E D W A R D S ,
John

E W IN G ,  
G re v il  le

Independent

Independent

1 8 3 6 -4 4

1834-40

G . V .  C . S .

G. A .  B . S .

C h a r t is t ,
M em ber o f Com plete  
S u ffra g e  Convention  
and C h a r t is t  T e m p e r 
ance Movement

M is s io n a ry  to H u ng ary  
1 8 4 1 -3 ,
P r o fe s s o r  of H e b re w ,  
N ew  C o lle g e ,  
E d inburgh

D ir e c t o r  -  Cowcadden: 
M echanical In s t i tu te ,  
P r o fe s s o r  of B ib l ic a l  
L i t e r a t u r e  to U n ite d  
S e c e s s io n  S yn o d ,  
M em ber N e w  Testam en  
R evis ion  Com m ittee  
(1 8 7 0 ) ,  M o d e ra to r  of  
U n ite d  P r e s b y te r ia n  
Synod 1 857 .

G. A .  B . S .  , G . V ,  C . S .  
T e m p e ra n c e  S o c ie ty

G. A .  B . S ,  ,
G . V .  C . S .
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Name Church A ctive  Y e a rs  O th e r A c t iv it ie s

F E R G U S O N , 
F e rg u s

H A R V E Y ,
Al e x a n d e r

IN G R A M ,  
G eo rg e  S .

K IN G ,  D av id

L I N D S A Y ,  
W il I i am

M A C B E T H , 
James

M C K E N Z IE ,
John M ore l I

M C O W A N , P e t e r

M C T E A R ,  James

P A T E R S O N ,
James

P U L L A R ,
Thom as

R O S E , George

C ongregationa l
Independent

G R A H A M , John R e l ie f

R e l ie f

Independent

1844-51

1840-51

1 8 3 4 -4 2

1847-51

U n ite d  S e c c e s s io n  1 8 3 4 -4 0

Rel ie f

C ongregationa l

Unknown

E n g lis h  T e a c h e r  
R e l ie f  C hurch  
M in is te r

B ap tis t

Independent

Independent
P r im i t iv e
M ethod ist

1 8 3 5 -4 3

F r e e  C hurch  of 1 8 4 4 -7  
Scot I and

1839

1834

1 8 3 4 -4 7

1 8 3 6 -9

1 8 3 6 -4 2

1841-7

S c o tt is h  T e m p e ra n c e  
S o c ie ty

G. A . B . S .  , C h a r t is t ,  
G. V .  C . S .

G . A . B .  S .  , 
E v a n g e lic a l  A l l ia n c e ,  
G. V .  C . S .

G* A .  B # S .  ,
M o d e ra to r  U n ite d  
P r e s b y te r ia n  Synod  
1 8 51 , T h e o lo g ic a l  
P r o fe s s o r .

O ff ic ia l  in F r e e  
C h u rch  Anti S la v e r y  
S o c ie ty

A g ita to r  f o r  rep e a l of 
C o rn  L a w s .

T e m p e ra n c e  S o c ie ty ,  
T h eo lo gy  P r o f e s s o r  to 
B a p tis t  U n io n ,  
P r o fe s s o r  o f L o g ic  and 
R h e to r ic  to G lasgow  
C om m ercia l C o lle g e .

T e m p e ra n c e  S o c ie ty
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Name Church A c tive  Y e a rs  O ther A c t iv it ie s

S C O T T ,  Independent 1851 G lasgow  C om m ercia l
W i l l ia m  To ta l A b stinen ce

S o c ie ty

T H O M P S O N ,  W e s le y n  M ethodist 1836  C ity  M is s io n a ry .
R o b e rt
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A c t!v e  Comm itteemen 1 834-51

Name

A N D E R S O N , 
E b e n e z e r

B A R R ,  John

B L V T H ,  John

O ccupation  

P ro v is io n  M erch an t

M erchan t (p rob ab ly )  

M uslin  M a n u fa c tu re r

A c t iv e  Y e a r s  O th e r  A c t iv i t ie s

B R O W N , Hugh J r .  M a n u fa c tu re r

B R U C E ,  James E n g r a v e r  and
C a lic o  P r i n t e r

B U C H A N A N ,  
Wal te r

M erchan t

1841-51

1841-51

1 8 3 7 -4 0

1 8 3 4 -4 0

1 8 4 1 -4

1837-51

C A IR N S ,  
Wal te r

C O N N E L L ,
R o b ert

C R A IG ,
W il liam

P a p e r  R u le r  and 
Book B in d e r

T  e a c h e r

M a n u fa c tu re r

1844-51

1 8 3 4 -4 4

1 8 3 4 -9

T  em perance  
Movement

G . A . B . S ,

T e m p e ra n c e  S o c ie ty  

G. A . B . S #

G. R . A . , " C l iq u e " ,  
M . P .  fo r  G lasgow  
1 8 5 7 -6 5 ,  D i r e c t o r  
o f M erchan ts  H o u se ,  
D ir e c t o r  of C ham ber  
of C o m m erce ,  
C om m iss ioner fo r  
A sse s s e d  T a x e s  f o r  
G la s g o w ,
D i r e c t o r  o f G lasgow  
Royal In f i r m a r y ,  
Comm itteeman of 
G lasgow  W e s te rn  
A cad em y, B r id g e  
C om m iss ioner
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S e c . of G lasgow  
P u b lic  L ib r a r y

G. R . A . , "Cl iq u e " , 
C h a r t is t ,  C o u n c il lo r  
fo r  D is t r ic t  1 , 
Com m ittee on R iv e r  
C ly d e  and H a rb o u r  of  
G la s g o w , Bail l ie  fo r  
G la s g o w , B ail l ie  of  
R iv e r  and F i r t h  of  
C ly d e ,  D i r e c t o r  of  
M e rch an ts  H o use ,  
D ir e c t o r  o f  Tow ns  
H ospita l from  M e r 
chants H o u s e , D irecta  
of T r a d e s  H o u se ,
B r id e w e ll  C o m m iss-



Name Occupation A c tive  Y e a rs  O ther A c t iv it ie s

D IC K ,  G e o rg e  C . M a n u fa c tu re r

D U N N ,  James

F E R G U S O N ,  
W il I iam

G A L L I E ,
G eorge

B a k e r

L ith o g ra p h ic  
p r in t e r  and 
e n g ra v e r

B o o k s e lle r  and 
S ta t io n e r

1 8 3 4 -4 0

1841-51

1 8 3 5 -4 7

1 8 3 4 -4 0

G U N N ,
W il I iam J r .

K E T T L E ,
R o b e rt

C lo th ie r

Cotton Y a r n  
M erchant

1 8 4 0 -4 4  

1 8 3 4 -4 0

K IN G , John M a n u fa c tu re r 1834

L A N G L A N D S ,
H e n ry

L E T H E M ,
P a t r ic k

W arehou seman

Musi in
M a n u fa c tu re r

1 8 3 4 -4 5

1834-8

G. V .  C . S .  ,
Deacon C o nvener of  
T r a d e s  House

G o v e rn o r  o f  W ilso n  
School

G lasgow  R e lig io u s  
T r a c t  S o c ie ty ,  
T r e a s u r e r  of E x e c u t iv e  
Com m ittee , S c o tt is h  
Tem p e ra n c e  U n io n .

P re s id e n t  of G lasgow  
B ro w n 's  S o c ie ty  1 8 3 3 -4

P r e s .  S c o tt is h  T e m p e r 
ance L e a g u e ,  P r e s .  
G lasgow  A b stin en ce  
S o c ie ty , E d i to r  Scottish
T e m p e ra n c e  Journal , 
Deacon in B ap tis t  
C h u rc h , G lasgow  
R e lig io u s  T r a c t  S o c ie ty

D i r e c t o r  of M erchan ts  
House and C ham ber of  
C o m m erce , D i r e c t o r  
of C ly d e s d a le  B a n k ,  
F o r th  and C lyd e  
N a v ig a tio n  and G lasgow  
and South W e s te rn  
Rail way

G. A . B . S .  , T r e a s u r e r  
of S c o tt is h  T em p e ra n c e  
S o c ie ty ,  G . V .  C . S .
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Name Occupation A ctive  Y e a rs  O ther A c tiv it ie s

L O C H H E A D ,  
W il I iam

U p h o ls te ry  fu r n is h e r  
p a p e r  hanging , down 
fe a th e r  and c h a ir  
m erchant.

1841-51

M C G IL P ,
N in ian

Ins u ra n c e  Agent 1 8 3 6 -4 0

M C K E A N D ,  
Anthony

W arehousem an 1834-51

M C L A R E N ,
D av id

Accountant and 
Com m ission Agent

1 8 3 4 -4 0

M C L E O D ,
John
(o r  A r g y l l )

B o o k s e l le r  and 
S ta t io n e r

1 8 3 4 -7

M C L E O D , John M a n u fa c tu re r 1834-41

M C L E O D , 
W il I iam

W e a v e r 1 8 4 1 -5

M A T H IE ,
R o bert

D r a p e r  Agent  
and House  
F a c t o r

1 8 4 0 -4

G. A .  B . S .

G. A . B . S .

G. V .  C . S . ,
S e c . G lasgow  
Rel igious T r a c t  
S o c ie ty , G. A . B . 
B a p tis t  P a s to r

Bail I ie  of 
Gorbal s , 
D ir e c t o r  of 
G lasgow  Annuity  
S o c ie ty ,
G. V .  C . S . ,
T e m p eran ce
S o c ie ty

G. A . B. S .
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Name Occupation A c tive  Y e a rs  O ther A c tiv it ie s

M A X W E L L ,  P h y s ic ia n  1 8 3 4 -4 3  F o x  C lu b ,
John P ro fe s s io n a l

A ttendant
G lasgow
L y in g - In  H osp ita l  
G. R . A .

M U IR ,
Hugh

T  e a c h e r 1 8 4 1 -7

R E ID ,
John

W arehousem an 1 8 3 4 -4 4 G. A . B . S .

R E ID ,
R o bert

W r i t e r  o r  
M erchan t

1843-51 S e c . of S c o tt is h  
T  em perance  
L e a g u e

R O S S ,  
John B.

H id e  and 
le a th e r  fa c to r

1841-51

S A N D E R S O N ,
R o b ert

A g e n t ,
Sh ip  Ins u ra n c e  
b ro k e r

1 8 3 4 -4 4 G. R . A . ,
"C liq u e "

S M IT H ,
James
McCune

Medi cal 
Student

1 8 3 4 -7
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Name Occupation A c tive  Y e a rs  O th er A c tiv it ie s

S T E W A R T ,
James

U n c e r ta in 1 8 3 4 -4 7

T H O R B U R N ,
G e o rg e

T U R N E R ,
James

M a n u fa c tu re r  1835-51

L a n d o w n e r  and 1841-51  
Tobacco  M erchant

W A T S O N ,
A rc h ib a ld

D y e r  and Y a r n  
M erchan t

1 8 3 4 -4 7

W A T S O N ,
G eorge

S ta t io n e r ,  
L ib r a r ia n  and  
Booksel le r

1 8 3 4 -4 7

W A T S O N ,
James

A c c o u n ta n t , 
S to c k b ro k e r  and 
Ins u ra n c e  Agent

1836-51

W A T S O N ,
Thom as

S i lk  M erchant and 
T h r o w s te r  1840-51

W R IG H T ,
Ronald

G ra in  and 
P ro v is io n  
M erchant

1 8 4 1 -7

Y O U N G , Com m ission 1 8 3 4 -4 7
A n d re w  M erch an t and

Cotton Y a r n  
Agent

G . A * B . S # (possib ly )

G . A .  B # S #

G . R .  A . , B a il l ie  of  
P r o v a n ,  C h a r t is t ,  
D ir e c t o r  of Royal 
In f i r m a r y ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  
L o c k  H osp ita l , 
C o u n c i l lo r  o f  1st D is t r i c
1 8 3 3 -4 6 ,  V .  P .  of  
G lasgow  P o l i t ic a l  U n io n ,  
G. A , B . S .

B a il I ie  o f  C a lto n ,
G # V .  C . S .  , G . A ,  B . S # , 
M a n a g e r  of Royal 
In f i r m a r y ,  House o f  
R e fu g e , C .M .  B . M. I . I . A .

G lasgow  P o l i t ic a l  U n ion

G . A . B . S .

Comm itteeman of B a ro n y  
of G o rb a ls  B ran ch  of the  
T o ta l A bstinence  
S o c ie ty .

G . V .  C . S .
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Inactive Committeemen 1834^51

Nam e

A N D E R S O N , 
D av id

B A IR D ,
Thomas

B A R C L A Y ,
R o b e rt

B R O D IE ,
W i l l ia m

B R O W N ,
Thom as

B R O W N ,
Thom as

B R O W N , 
W il I iam

B R U C E ,  P e t e r

B U C H A N ,
D a v id

C A IR D ,  
W il I iam

O ccupation

M erchant

C lo th ie r  and 
T a i lo r

S h ip b u ild e r

M a n u fa c tu re r  
and M erchant

A c t iv e  Y e a r s  O th e r  A c t iv i t ie s

1 8 3 3 -4 0

1851

1834

1840-51

U n c e r ta in

W r i t e r  and 
In s u ra n c e  Agent

O il and C o lo u r  
M erchant

1 8 4 1 -2

1851

1 8 3 4 -4 7

W h o le s a le  P a p e r  1841-51  
and Rag M erchant

W r i t e r  and 1834
In s u ra n c e  Agent

P la s te r e r  1847-51

G , V .  C , S .  , G . A . B . S .

G . A ,  B . S .

Council lo r  fo r  
A n d ers to n

T r e a s u r e r  fo r  A sylum  
fo r  B l in d ,  G . A .  B . S .  , 
D ir e c t o r  o f Royal 
In f i r m a r y ,  T e m p e ra n c e  
S o c ie ty ,  C o u n c i l lo r  
W a rd  3 ,  C o u rt  House  
C om m iss ioner 1 8 43 ,  
F o u n d e r  of S a b b a th ,  
School U n io n .

Dean of M erchan ts  Hous«
1 8 3 7 -8 ,  G. A .  B . S .  , 
G lasgow  A ssoc , fo r  
P ro m o tin g  the In te re s t  
of the C h urch  of S c o t 
lan d , Committeeman  
G lasgow  P u b lic  L ib r a r y

F a c u lty  of P r o c u r a to r s .
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Name Occupation A c tive  Y e a rs  O th e r A c t iv it ie s

C L A R K ,  James

C O U P E R ,
James

F L E M IN G ,
John

F U L L E R T O N ,  
A rc h ib a l d

F U L L E R T O N ,  
John A ,

G A L T ,  R o b e rt

G R A H A M ,
Al e x a n d e r

G R IE G ,  G eo rg e

K A Y E ,  R o b e r t

K N O X ,  John

L A N G ,  W il l ia m

L E T H E M ,
M atthew

C lo th ie r  and 1847-51
T a i lo r

In s u ra n c e  B r o k e r  1851 B a il l ie  o f P ro v a n

M erchant 1 8 3 4 -4 7 C ham ber of C o m m erce ,  
B ail l ie  o f G lasg o w ,  
C o u n c i l lo r  D is t r ic t  5 &  3 
C om m ittee  House of 
R efu g e , Com m ittee  
G lasgow  W e s te rn  Academj 
M a s te r  o f W o rk s ,  P i lo t  
B o a rd ,  G . R . A . , G. A . ELS 
" C l iq u e ’1, Com m ittee of 
R iv e r  C ly d e  and H a rb o u r  
o f G lasgow .

Publ is h e r  
and B o o k s e lle r

Publ is h e r  
and B o o k s e l le r

S i lk  M e rc e r

M erchant

1836

1 8 4 0 -3

1851

1851

G. R . A .

V ic e - P r e s id e n t  G. R . A .

H ea d m a s te r  of 1 8 4 4 -7
Engl ish D ept.
W e s te rn  Academ y

M erchant and 1851
W arehousem an

P r o fe s s o r  of R h e to r ic  
and B e l le s  L e t t e r s  at 
A n d e rso n ia n  U n iv e r s i ty

T a r ta n  C loth  
M a n u fa c tu re r

1847-51 G # A* B . S .

M erchant 1 8 4 1 -5 G lasgow  P o l i t ic a l  U n io n ,  
" C l iq u e " ,  G . A* B . S .

Musi in
M a n u fa c tu re r

1839-40
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Name Occupation A c tive  Y e a rs  O ther A c t iv it ie s

M C D O U G A L L ,  Wool I en and L in e n  1834-51
C o lin  D r a p e r

M C G E O R G E , W r i t e r  1834
A n d re w

M C N A IR ,  James M e rch an t 1841

M E L V I N ,  H a t ,  Cap and 1851
W il l ia m  S h i r t  M a n u fa c tu re r

M U IR ,  Thom as M erchan t and 1834
M a n u fa c tu re r

R U S S E L L ,
D a v id

S IM P S O N ,
R o b e rt

P r i n t e r  and 1841-51
S te re o ty p e  F o u n d e r

D r a p e r ,  S i l k -  
m e rc e r  and 
H a b e rd a s h e r

1844-51

S L A T E R ,  
Thom as H .

G ro c e r  and T e a  1834  
D e a le r

S M IT H ,  D a v id Boot and Shoe  
Shop ow n er

1 8 3 5 -7

T E N N A N T ,
A n d re w

M erchant 1834

T H O M P S O N ,
P a t r ic k

T e a  and coffee  
F r u i t e r e r  and 
G ro c e r

18 34 -6

F a c u lty  of P r o c u r a to r s

V ic e - P r e s id e n t  of  
G lasgow  A b s ta in e rs  
U nion

C o u n c i l lo r  D is t r ic t  5 ,  
Deputy C h a irm an  of 
R iv e r  C lyd e  & H a rb o u r  
of G la sg o w , " C l iq u e " ,  
C . M. B , M. I # I . A . S .  ,
G # R . A .

C om m iss io ner W a rd  9 ,  
V ic e - P r e s id e n t  of 
S c o tt is h  T em p e ra n c e  
L e a g u e ,  T r e a s u r e r  of  
S c o tt is h  P e rm is s iv e  B il l  
A s s o c ia t io n ,  C o u n c il lo r

G . A . B . S ,  , B ap tis t  
p a s to r  of G eorge  S t .  
C hurch
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Name Occupation A c tiv e  Y e a rs  O th e r A c t iv i t ie s

U R E ,  John M erchan t 1 8 4 1 -7 C o u n c i l lo r  D is t r i c t  2 ,  
B ail l ie  o f P r o v a n ,  
D ir e c t o r  o f M erc h a n ts  
H o u s e , B r id e w e l l  
C o m m is s io n e r , G. R . A.

W H IT E ,  
W il I iam

Cotton Y a r n  
M e rc h a n t

1 8 3 7 -4 2

W Y L I E ,
R o b e rt

M erch an t 1851
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H o n orary  and C orresponding Members of G. E . S .  1836^51

Name

B IR N E Y ,  James

B R E W S T E R ,
R ev . P a t r ic k

L O R D  B R O U G H A M

B U F F U M ,  James N .

B U R N S ,  R ev . D r .

D E N N IS T O U N ,  John

D O U G L A S S ,
F r e d e r ic k

G A R R IS O N ,  W i l l ia m  
L lo y d

J O H N S T O N ,  James

K E L L O G G ,  H ira m  H .

L A IR D ,  M a c g re g o r

M A R Q U IS  D E  
L A F A Y E T T E

L A F A Y E T T E ,  
G e o rg e  W ashington

O fC O N N E L L , D an ie l

P A U L ,
R ev . N a th an ia l

R O B E R T S ,
R e v . Thom as

R es id en ce  

C in c in n a t i ,  O hio  

P a is l  ey

London

L y n n ,  M assachusetts  
R o c h e s te r ,  N e w  Y o r k

T o ro n to ,  U p p e r  Canada

G lasgow

L y n n ,  M assachusetts  
R o c h e s te r ,  N e w  Y o r k

B o sto n , M assachusetts

U p p e r  C a n ad a , A u b u rn ,  
N e w  Y o r k ,  F ram m in g h am ,  
M assachusetts

Knox C o lle g e ,  I l l in o is

London

P a r is

P a r is

Dubl in

W i lb e r fo r c e  S e t t le m e n t ,  
U p p e r  Canada

B ris to l

M em bersh ip  P e r io d  

1 8 3 8 -4 7

1837-51

1838-51  

1845

1851

1 8 3 8 -4 0

1845-51

1836-51

1 8 3 7 -4 7

1 8 4 4 -7

1843-51

1834

1836-51

1836-51

1 8 3 9 -9

1836-41
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Nam e R es id en ce M em bersh ip  P e r io d

S M IT H ,  James M cCune

S T U R G E ,  Joseph

D W A R K A N  A U T H ,
T  a g o re

T A P P  A N ,  A r th u r  

T H O M P S O N ,  G e o rg e  

D E  T R A C Y ,  V ic t o r  

W R IG H T ,  H e n ry  C .

N ew  Y o r k  

Birm ingham  

Cal cu tta

N e w  Y o r k  

L iv e rp o o l  

P a r is

P h i la d e lp h ia ,
P e n n s y lv a n ia

1838-51  

1 8 3 6 -4 0

1 8 4 2 -5

1 8 3 6 -4 2  

1836-51  

1836-51

1843-51
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A P P E N D IX  II

D e le g a te s  Appointed by T h e  G lasgow  E m ancipation  S o c ie ty  to 

T h e  W o r ld  A nti S la v e r y  C onvention in 1 8 4 0 . ........

R ev . W il l ia m  A le x a n d e r

M r .  F r a n c is  C . B row n

M r .  Hugh B row n

M r. W a l te r  Buchanan

M r .  John Dennistoun

M r .  H e n ry  Dunlop

M r. W il I ia m  F e lk in

R ev . John Graham

M r. R o b e r t  G raham e

M r .  Thom as G raham e

Rev. Hugh Heugh  
(re s ig n e d  as de legate )

Rev. A le x a n d e r  H a rv e y  
( re p re s e n te d  R e l ie f  Synod  
of S co tland)

M r .  James Hutcheson

M r .  A le x a n d e r  Johnstone

M r .  R o b e rt  K e tt le

M r .  H e n ry  Lan g lands

M r .  Anthony M cKeand

M r.  M a rk  M oo re

M r .  John M u r ra y

M r .  D an ia l C^Connell 
(a lso  a d e leg ate  fo r  D ublin )

M r .  James O sw ald

M r .  W i 11 i am Paton

R e v . Thom as P u l la r

M r .  W il l ia m  Smeal 
(A lso  de leg ate  f o r  P a is le y )

M r .  G eo rg e  Thompson  
(A lso  de leg ate  f o r  E d inburgh)

M r .  G e o rg e  T h o rb u rn

M r .  W il l ia m  W h ite

M r .  John A . F u l la r to n  
( re p re s e n t in g  the C ongregationa l  
Union of S co tlan d )
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A P P E N D IX  I I I

L is t  of men e lec ted  to the G. E .  S .  com m ittee on 27 A p r i l  1841 at 

a p u b lic  m eeting held in the B a z a a r  :

E b e n e z e r  A nderson  

John B a r r  

Thomas B ro w n  

James B ru c e  

P e t e r  B ru c e  

James Dunn 

W il I iam L an g  

W ill ia m  Lochend J r .

W il l ia m  M cLeod  

James M c N a ir  

Hugh M u ir  

A n d re w  Paton  

Rev. G eorge  Rose  

D a v id  R ussell 

James T u r n e r  

John U r e  

Ronald  W rig h t

P ro v is io n  M erchan t

M erchant

U n c e r ta in

E n g ra v e s  and C a lic o  P r i n t e r  

W h o le s a le  P a p e r  and Rag M erchant  

B a k e r  

M erchant

U p h o ls te ry  f u r n is h e r ,  D ow n, F e a th e r  

and H a i r  M erchan t  

P a in te r  and P a p e rh a n g e r  

L a th -s p l  i t t e r  and T im b e r  M erchant  

T e a c h e r

Com m ission M erchant

M ethodist M in is te r

P r i n t e r  and S te re o ty p e  F o u n d e r

Pol i t ic ia n

M erchant

G ra in  and P ro v is io n  M erchan t
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A P P E N D IX  IV

Com m itteem en-of■■ the G lasgow  F re e d m e n !s A id  S o c ie ty

C o u n c il lo r  James M o ir  (C h a irm an ) W h o le s a le  and re ta i l  tea
m erchant

n E d w a rd  A le x a n d e r  J r .  N i t r a t e  and phosphate
m erchant

n John B u rt  L e a th e r  m erchant

n James Thompson F le s h e r

M r .  A rc h ib a ld  C ro s b ie  Tobacco  p ipe  m aker

11 W il I ia m  F o rs y th  B a k e r

11 W il l ia m  G ra y  B is c u it  and b re a d  m a n u fa c tu re r

11 James Hodge Tobacco  and snuff m an u fa c tu re r

Rev. D a v id  Johnston C h urch  o f S co tla n d

M r .  John Knox T a r ta n  cloth m an u fa c tu re r

" W il l ia m  Lo gan  C ity  m is s io n a ry

" G. M cC allum  U n c e r ta in

n James M c F a r la n e  F a n c y  b re a d  and b is c u it  b a k e r

n J. W . M c G re g o r  To bacco  and snuff m an u fa c tu re r

n P e te r  M cLeod  C lo th ie r

11 James M cN ish  M ill m anager -  S o m e rv i lM s  w o rk s

n John N a i r n  M erchan t and tu rkey  red  d y e r

11 John N e il  son B u ild e r

11 R o b e rt  P a te rs o n  U n c e r ta in

n A n d rew  P aton  Com m ission m erchant

D r .  A le x a n d e r  Robb P h y s ic ia n

M r .  R o b e rt  S im pson D r a p e r ,  s i lk m e r c e r  and

h a b e rd a s h e r

n James S in c la i r  P ro v is io n  m erchant

11 W il l ia m  Smeal G r o c e r  and tea d e a le r

M Thom as Sm ith  W h o le s a le  s ta t io n e r

11 R o b e rt  S t a r k  S h ip  and in s u ra n c e  b r o k e r

C o n tfd / . .



M r. John Stevenson
11 James W . W e ir
it James W ilk in s o n
ii R o b e rt  W oodside

D r . W il l ia m  Young

U n c e r ta in

W h o le s a le  s ta t io n e r

G enera l m erchant and w arehousem an

Boot and shoe m aker

P h y s ic ia n
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P P E N D IX  V
ertodlcal Expend! turesof the Glasgow Emancipation Society

1 8 7 6

1 8 6 4 - 7 6

1 8 6 2 - 4

1 8 6 0 - 2

1 8 5 8 - 6

1 8 5 6 - 8

1 8 5 5 - 6

1 8 5 4 - 5

1 8 5 3 - 4

1 8 5 2 - 3

1 8 5 1 - 2

8 4 7 - 5

18 4 5 - 7

8 4 4 - 5

8 4 2 - 3

841  - 2

8 4 0 -1

8 3 9 - 4 0

8 3 8 - 9

8 3 7 - 8

8 3 6 - 7

8 3 5 - 6

1 8 3 4 - 5
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B IB L IO G R A P H Y

C o n tem p o rary  S eco nd ary  S o u rc e s  :

A B L E ,  A n n ie  H . and 
K L IN G B E R G ,  F r a n k  J.

A D D IS O N ,  W . Innes

B A N A J l , D . R .

B A R N E S ,  G i lb e r t  H obbs,

B E M IS ,  Samuel F la g g

B E R G M A N , P e t e r  M.

B O L T ,  C h r is t in e

B R O W N , F o r d  K.

B U R L E IG H ,  J. H . S .

B U R N , W . L .

B U R N E T ,  G eorge  B.

B U R T ,  A l f r e d  L e R o y

A  S id e -L ig h t  on A nglo  A m e ric a n  
R e la t io n s ,  1 8 3 9 -1 8 5 7 ,  F u rn is h e d  by 
the C o rre s p o n d e n c e  of L e w is  Tappan  
and O th e rs  w ith  the B r i t is h  and F o re ig n  
A n t i - S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  (L a n c a s te r  
P a .  1927)

M a tr ic u la t io n  Album of the U n iv e r s i ty  of 
Glasgow  1 728-1  858 (G lasgow  1913).

S la v e r y  in B r i t is h  Ind ia  (Bombay 1 933)

T h e  Ant? S la v e r y  Im pulse 1 8 3 0 -1 8 4 4  
(N ew  Y o  r  k 1 933)

John Q u in cey  Adams and T h e  U n ion  
(N ew  Y o r k  1956)

T h e  C h ro no lo g ica l H is to r y  of T h e  N e g ro  
in A m e r ic a  (N ew  Y o r k  1969)

T h e  A n t i - S I  a v e ry  Movement and R e 
c o n s tru c t io n ,  A  S tudy in A nglo  A m e ric a n  
C o -o p e ra t io n  1 8 3 3 -7 7  (O x fo rd  U n iv e r s i ty  
P r e s s  1 969).

F a th e r s  of the V ic t o r ia n s ,  T h e  Age of  
W iT b e rfo rc e  (C am bridge  1 961)

A  C h urch  H is to r y  of S co tla n d  
(O x fo rd  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s  1960).

Em anc ip a tio n  and A p p re n tic e s h ip  in 
the B r i t is h  W est Ind ies  (London 1937)

T h e  S to r y  o f  Q u a k e r ism  in S co tlan d  
1 6 5 0 -1 8 5 0  (London 1952).

T h e  E v o lu t io n  of T h e  B r i t is h  E m p ire  
and Comm onwealth fro m  T h e  A m e ric a n  
RevolutTon (Boston 1956)
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C A R V E L ,  John L .

C O L E ,  G. D . H .

C O S T IG A N ,  G iovanni

C O U P L A N D ,  R eg in a ld  

C O U P L A N D ,  R e g in a ld

C O W A N , R . M. W .

C U R R Y ,  R ic h a rd  O . (ed. ) 

D A V IS ,  D a v id  B r io n  

D A V IS ,  D a v id  B r io n

D U B E R M A N , M a r t in  ( e d . )

D U C K H A M , B a ro n  F .

E L K I N S ,  S ta n le y  M.

F A U L K N E R ,  H a r o ld  
U nderw ood

F A Y ,  C . R.

F E R G U S O N ,  Thom as

F E R G U S O N ,  W il l ia m
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Stephen of L in th o u s e  A  R e c o rd  O f  Tw o  
H undred  Y e a r s  of S h ip b u ild in g  1 7 5 0 -1 9 5 0  
(G lasgow  n. d. ).

C h a r t is t  P o r t r a i t s  (N ew  Y o r k  1965).

A  H is to ry  of M odern  Ire la n d  w ith  a 
S ketch  of E a r l  i e r  T im e s  (New  Y o r k  1969)

W i lb e r fo r c e  (London 1945)

T h e  B r i t is h  A n t i - S la v e r y  Movement 
(London 1 933)

T h e  N e w s p a p e r  In Scot) and, A  Study  
O f 11s i r s t  Expansion  1 8 1 5 -1 8 6 0  (G la s -  
gow 1 946).

T h e  Abol i t io n is ts ,  r e fo rm e rs  o r  
fa n a t ic s  (N ew  Y o r k  1965)

T h e  P ro b le m  of S la v e r y  in W e s te rn  
C u ltu re  (London 1970)

T h e  S la v e  P o w e r  C o n s p ira c y  and the  
P a ra n o id  S ty le  (L o u is a n a  S ta te  
U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s  1969).

T h e  Anti S la v e r y  V a n g u a rd  t N ew  
E s s a y s  on the A b o lit io n is ts  
(P r in c e to n  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s  1965).

A  History^ O f T h e  S c o tt is h  Coal In d u s try  
1 7 0 0 -1 8 1 5 ,  A  S o c ia l and In d u s tr ia l  
H is to ry  (P lym outh 1970).

S la v e r y  -  A  P ro b le m  in A m e ric a n  
Ins titu tio na l and In te lle c tu a l L i f e  
(C h icago 19^9)

C h a rt is m  And T h e  C h u rch es  (London 1970)

L i f e  and L a b o u r  in the N in e teen th  
C e n tu ry  (C am b rid ge  1 945)

T h e  Dawn of S c o tt is h  S o c ja l W e l fa r e  : 
a s u rv e y  fro m  m edieval tim es to 1863  
(London 1 948)

S c o tlan d  1689 to the P re s e n t  
(E d in b u rg h  1969)



F I L L E R ,  L o u is  B.

F L  A D E L  A N D ,  B etty  

F O N E R ,  P h i l ip  S .  

G A R N E T T ,  R . G.

H A M M O N D , J . L .  and 
H A M M O N D , B a r b a ra

H A N D L E Y ,  James E .  

H A N D L E Y ,  James E .  

H A R R IS O N ,  B r ia n

H E N D E R S O N ,  G. D . 

H E N D E R S O N ,  G . D .  

K E IR ,  D a v id

L L E W E L L Y N ,  A le x a n d e r  

L L O Y D ,  A r th u r  Young

M A N N IX ,  D an ia l P .  and 
C O W L E Y ,  Malcolm

T h e  C ru s a d e  A g a in s t S la v e r y  
(London I9 6 0 )

James G i l le s p ie  B i r n e y ,  S la v e h o ld e r  
to A b o li t io n is t  (N ew  Y o r k  1 95£>)

T h e  L i f e  and W r it in g s  of F r e d e r ic k  
Dougl ass (N ew  Y o r k  1 950 £ v o l s . )

p Q .-Q P g ra t: ion and the O w e n ite  social is t 
i m m u n i t i e s  in B r i ta in  1 8 2 5 -4 5  
(M a n c h e s te r  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s  1 971).

T h e  Age of the C h a r t is ts  1 8 3 2 -1 8 5 4  
A  Study of D isconten t (London 1930)

T h e  I r is h  in M odern S c o tlan d  (C o rk  
U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s  1947).

T h e  I r is h  in S co tla n d  1 7 8 9 -1 8 4 5  (C o rk  
U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s  1 9 4 3 .)

D r in k  And T h e  V ic to r ia n s  ; T h e  
T e m p e ra n c e  Q uestion  in England  
1 8 1 5 -1 8 7 2  (London 1 9 7 1 .

H e r i ta g e ,  A  Study of the D is ru p t io n  
(E d in b u rg h  1943)

T h e  C la im s of the C h urch  of S c o tlan d  
(London 1 951)

T h e  H ouse o f Col l ins . T h e  S to r y  of a 
S c o tt is h  F a m ily  o f P u b l is h e rs  from  
1789 to the P re s e n t  D ay  (London 1952)

T h e  D ecade o f R eform  T h e  1 8 3 0 fs 
(Devon 1972)

T h e  S la v e r y  C o n tro v e rs y  1 8 3 1 -1 8 6 0  
(U n iv e rs i ty  of N o rth  C a r o l in a  P r e s s  
1939)

B la c k  C a rg o e s  ; A  h is to ry  of the  
At I an t ic  S I ave t ra d e  1 5 1 8 -1 8 6 5  
(London 1 963)
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I M A R W IC K ,  James D . 

M A R W IC K , W i l l ia m  Hutton  

M A R W IC K , W i l l ia m  Hutton

M A R W IC K , W il l ia m  Hutton

M A T H IE S O N ,  W il l ia m  L a w

M A T H IE S O N  , W i l l ia m  L a w

M A T H IE S O N  , W il l ia m  L a w

M E C H IE ,  S te w a r t

M E R R IL L ,  W a l te r  M.

M E R R IL L ,  W a l te r  M.

M IT C H E L L ,  John O sw ald  

M A C D O N A L D , D . F .

M C P H E R S O N ,  James M. 

N E L S O N ,  T ru m a n  (ed. )

A  R e tro s p e c t  (G lasgow  n. d . )

S c o tlan d  In M odern T im e s  (London 1 964)

Econom ic D evelopm ents in V ic to r ia n  
Scot!and  (London 1 936)

A  S h o r t  H is to ry  of F r ie n d s  in S co tlan d  
(E d in b u rg h  1948)

C hurch  and R eform  in S c o t  I and a 
H is to ry  fro m  1797 to 1843 (G lasgow  1916)

B r i t is h  S la v e r y  and its  A b o lit io n  1 8 2 3 -  
1838 (London 1 926)

B r i t is h  S la v e  E m anc ip a tio n  1 8 3 8 -4 9  
(N ew  Y o r k  r e p r in t  1967)

T h e  C h u rch  and S c o tt is h  S o c ia l  
D evelopm ent 1 7 8 0 -1 8 7 0  (London 1 960)

T h e  L e t t e r s  of W il l ia m  LJoyd G a r r is o n  : 
I W il l  Be H e a rd l  1 8 2 2 -3 5  (C am bridge  
M ass. 1971 -  ).

A g a in s t W ind and T id e  a B io g rap h y  of  
W ill ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n  (C am b rid ge  M ass. 
1963)

Old G lasgow  E s s a y s  (G lasgow  1905)

S c o tla n d 's  S h if t in g  P o p u la tio n  1 7 7 0 -1 8 5 0  
(G lasgow  1 937)

T h e  S tru g g le  F o r  E q u a l i ty ,  A b o lit io n is ts  
and T h e  N e g ro  In T h e  C iv i l  W a r  And  
R e c o n s tru c tio n  (P r in c e to n  N e w  J e rs e y  
1964).

Docum ents of U pheaval S e le c t io n s  fro m  
W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n 's  T h e  L ib e r a t o r
1 8 3 1 -1 8 6 5  (N ew  Y o r k  1 966).
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j N Y E ,  R ussel B.

N Y E ,  Russel B.

P A T T E R S O N ,  O r la n d o  

P O Y T E R , J. R. 

R A N S F O R D ,  O l iv e r

R E ID ,  J .M .

R U C H A M E S , L o u is

R U C H A M E S , L o u is  

S A U N D E R S ,  L a u re n c e

S C O T T ,  H . (ed. ) 

S M A L L ,  R o b ert

S T A M P P ,  Kenneth M.

S T A U D E N R A U S ,  P .  J.

S T E E L ,  D . J.

S T I R L I N G ,  A m elia  
Hutch ison

W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n  and the  
H u m a n ita r ia n  R e fo rm e rs  (Boston 1955)

F e t te r e d  F re e d o m  : C iv i l  L ib e r t ie s  
and the S la v e r y  C o n tro v e rs y  1 8 3 0 -1 8 6 0  
(M ichigan S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s  1963).

T h e  S o c io logy  of S la v e r y  (London 1967)

S o c ie ty  and P a u p e r is m  (London 1 969)

T h e  S la v e  T r a d e  T h e  S to ry  o f  T r a n s 
a t la n t ic  S la v e r y  (London 1971)

K i r k  &  N a tio n  T h e  S to r y  of the R eform ed  
C hurch  o f S c o tlan d  (London I9 6 0 )

T h e  L e t t e r s  of W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n  : 
A  House D iv id in g  A ga inst I ts e l f  
1836-1  840 (C am b rid ge  M ass. 1971 -  ).

T h e  A b o li t io n is ts  : a c o lle c t io n  of th e ir  
w rit in g s  (N ew Y o r k  1963).

James S c o tt is h  D em ocracy  1 8 1 5 -1 8 4 0  T h e  
S o c ia l and In te lle c tu a l Background  
(E d in b u rg h  1950)

F a s t i  E c c le s ia e  S c o tic a n a e  (E d in bu rg h  
re v is e d  e d it io n  1915 -  ).

H is to ry  o f the C ongregations  of the  
U n ite d  P r e s b y te r ia n  C hurch  F ro m  
1733 to 1900 (E d in bu rg h  1904 2 v o ls ) .

T h e  P e c u l ia r  Ins titu tio n  -  S la v e r y  in 
the A n te -B e llu m  South (New  Y o r k  
1956)

T h e  A f r ic a n  C o lo n iza t io n  Movement 
181 6 -1 8 6 5  (New  Y o r k  1 961)

S o u rc e s  F o r  S c o tt is h  G enealogy and 
F a m ily  H is to ry  (London 1 970)

A  S ketch  of S c o tt is h  In d u s tr ia l and 
S o c ia l H is to ry  in the 18th and 19th 
c e n tu r ie s  (London 1906)
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B r i t is h  A n t is la v e rv  1 8 3 3 -1 8 7 0  
(London 1 972)

T h e  A n g lo -A m e r ic a n  Connection  in the  
E a r ly  N in e te e n th  C e n tu ry  (P h ila d e lp h ia
1959).

T h e  L ib e r a t o r  W i l l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n  :
A  B io g rap h y  (Boston 1963)

Thom as C h a lm e rs  and the D is ru p t io n  
In c o rp o ra t in g  the C h a lm e rs  L e c t u r e r s  
fo r  1 9 4 0 -4 4  ( E dinburgh 1943)

C a p ita l is m  and S la v e r y  (U n iv e rs ity  
of N o rth  C a ro l in a  P r e s s  1945).

T h e  C h a r t is t  Movement in S co tlan d  
(M an ch es te r  1 970)

C ru s a d e r  in C r in o l in e .  T h e  L i f e  of 
H a r r ie t  B e e c h e r  S to w e  (London 1942).

T h e  Age o f R e fo rm  1 8 1 5 -1 8 7 0  
(O x fo rd  1962).

S c o tt is h  C h a rt is m  (E d in bu rg h  1953)

L e w is  Tappan  and the E v a n g e lic a l  
W a r  A ga inst S la v e r y  (C le v e la n d  1969)

A  C hro no lo g ica l Sum m ary O f T h e  W o rk  O f T h e  B r i t is h  and F o re ig n  
A n t i - S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  D u r in g  the N in e te e n th  C e n tu ry  (1 8 3 9 -1 9 0 0 )
(London n. d. )

T ra n s a c t io n s  of the In s t itu tio n  of E n g in e e rs  and S h ip b u ild e rs  In 
S co tlan d  ( In c o rp o ra te d )  F i f ty -S e c o n d  S e s s io n .  1 9 0 8 -1 9 0 9  (G lasgow  1909 -  )

B r i t is h  A sso c ia t io n  fo r  the Advancem ent of S c ie n c e .  L o c a l In d u s tr ie s  
of G lasgow  and the W est o f  S co tla n d  (G lasgow  1901)

A  S h ip b u ild in g  H is to ry  1 7 5 0 -1 9 3 2  (London n. d. )

T E M P E R L E Y ,  H o w a rd

T H I S T L E T H  W A I T E ,
F r a n k

T H O M A S , John L .

W A T T ,  Hugh

W IL L IA M S ,  E r i c

W I L S O N ,  A le x a n d e r

W IL S O N ,  F o r r e s t

W O O D W A R D , L le w e l ly n

W R IG H T ,  L e s l ie  C . 

W Y A T T - B R O W N ,  B e r t ra m
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N in e te e n th  C en tu ry  S e c o n d a ry  S o u rc e s ,  N e w s p a p e rs ,  Pam ph le ts  
and P a r l ia m e n ta ry  P a p e rs

A IK M A N , J. Logan (ed. )

A IR D ,  A n d re w

A L E X A N D E R ,  W il l ia m  
L in d s a y

A L F S O N , A rc h ib a ld  

A L IS O N ,  W. P .  

B R E M N E R , D av id

C L E L A N D , James  

C L E L A N D ,  James

C L E L A N D ,  James

C L E L A N D  , James  

C L E L A N D ,  James  

C O P L E Y ,  E s t e r

H is to r ic a l  N o tic e s  of the U n ite d  
P r e s b y te r ia n  C o n g reg a tio n s  in G lasgow  
(G lasgow  1875)

G lim pses o f O ld  G lasgow  (G lasgow  1 894)

M em o irs  o f the L i f e  and W r it in g s  of  
R alph  W a rd la w  D. D . (E d inburgh  1856)

Som e Account of Mv L i f e  and W r it in g s  
(E d in bu rg h  1883 2 vo ls . )

O b s e rv a tio n s  on T h e  P o o r  In S co tla n d  
(E d in bu rg h  and London 1840)

T h e  In d u s tr ie s  o f S c o t la n d , th e ir  R is e .  
P r o g r e s s  and P r e s e n t  C ondition  
(E d in bu rg h  1869)

T h e  R is e  And P r o g r e s s  of T h e  C ity  
O f G lasgow  (G lasgow  1820)

A nnals  of G lasgow  C o m p ris ing  An  
Account of the P u b l ic  B u ild in g s . 
C h a r i t ie s  and the R is e  and P r o g r e s s  
of the C ity  (G lasgow  1816  2 vo ls . )

E n u m e ra tio n  o f T h e  Inhabitants  of T h e  
C ity  O f G lasgow  and County O f L a n a r k  
F o r  T h e  G overnm ent Census of M. D C C C . 
X X X I  (G lasgow  1832)

S ta t is t ic a l  F a c ts  D e s c r ip t iv e  of the  
F o r m e r  and P r e s e n t  S ta te  of G lasgow  
(G lasgow  1837)

A  F e w  S ta t is t ic a l  F a c ts  D e s c r ip t iv e  of  
the F o r m e r  and P re s e n t  S ta te  of 
G lasgow  (G lasgow  1836)

A  H is to ry  of S la v e r y  And Its  A b o lit io n  
(London 1836)
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C O W A N , R o b e rt

D A W S O N , James H o op er

V ita l  S ta t is t ic s  of G la sg o w , i l lu s t ra t in g  
the S a n i ta r y  C ond itions of the P o p u la tio n  
(R ead  b e fo re  the S ta t is t ic a l  S e c t io n  of 
the B r i t is h  A s s o c ia t io n  21 S e p t.  1840).

An A b r id g e d  S ta t is t ic a l  H is to r y  of 
S co tla n d  (E d in bu rg h  1853)

D E N M A N , Hon. C apta in  R. N, W est Ind ia  In te re s ts .  A f r ic a n  
E m ig ra t io n  and S la v e  T r a d e  
(W o rc h e s te r  1848).

F I T Z H U G H ,  G eorge

G A R R IS O N , W. P .  and 
G A R R IS O N ,  F .  J.

G R E V I L L E ,  R o b e rt  Kaye

H A N N A , R ev . W il l ia m

H IN T O N ,  John H ow ard

IR V IN G ,  Joseph

J O H N S O N , J. F .

L O V E T T ,  W il l ia m  and 
C O L L I N S ,  John

C an n ib a ls  A ll o r  S la v e s  W ithout  
M a s te rs  (E d ite d  by C. V a n  W o o d w a rd ,  
C am b rid g e  M ass. r e p r in t  1 9 60 ).

W il l ia m  L lo y d  G a r r is o n .  1 8 0 5 -1 8 7 9 .  
the S to r y  of h is  L i f e  T o ld  by h is  C h ild re n  
(N e w  Y o r k  1 8 8 5 -8 9  4 vo ls . )

S la v e r y  and the S la v e  T r a d e  in the  
U . S .  A .  (E d in bu rg h  1845)

M em o irs  o f the L i f e  and W r i t in g s  of 
Thom as C h a lm e rs  D. D. L .  L .  D .
(London 1852 4 vo ls ) .

M em o irs  o f  W il l ia m  Knibb M is s io n a ry  
in Jam aica  (London 1 847)

T h e  Book of Em inent Scotsm en  
(P a i s ley  1881)

P ro c e e d in g s  of the W o r ld  A nti S la v e r y  
Convention (London 1844).

C h a rt is m  : a new o rg a n iz a t io n  o f  the 
people  ( f i r s t  published  1840 , N e w  Y o rk  
r e p r in t  1 969).

M A Y ,  Samuel J. Some R e c o lle c t io n s  of o u r  A n t is la v e rv  
C o n fl ic t  (N ew  Y o rk  r e p r in t  1968)

M IL L E R ,  W il l ia m  F . M em oria l s o f Hope P a r k . com pris ing  
some p a r t ic u la r s  in the l i fe  of o u r  d e a r  
f a th e r .  W il l ia m  M i l l e r ,  and no tices  of 
his m ore im m ediate a n c e s to rs :  together  
w ith  a l is t  o f his e n g rav in g s  (London 1886)
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M O R R IS ,  E d w a rd

M A C G R E G O R , G eo rg e  

M A C K E N Z IE ,  P e t e r

M A C K E N Z IE  , P e te r

P A G A N ,  James  

R E ID ,  R o b e rt  (Senex)  

S IN C L A IR ,  John 

S M IT H ,  Adam  

S T E P H E N ,  G eorge

S T E P H E N ,  L e s l ie  (ed. )

S T O W E ,  H a r r ie t  B e e c h e r

S T O W E ,  H a r r ie t  B e e c h e r

S T R A N G ,  John 

T U C K E Y ,  M .B .

U R E ,  A n d re w

H is to ry  of the T e m p e ra n c e  and T e e to ta l  
S o c ie ty  (G lasgow  1855).

H is to ry  of G lasgow  (G lasgow  1881)

R em in iscences  of G lasgow  and the 
W est of S co tlan d  (G lasgow  1868 2vols)

O ld  R em in iscences  of G lasgow  and 
the W est o f  S co tlan d  (G lasgow  1890 
3 v o ls ) .

S k e tc h e s  of the H is to ry  o f G lasgow  
(G lasgow  1 847)

G lasgow  P a s t  and P re s e n t  
(G lasgow  1 884 3 v o ls . )

A n a ly s is  o f  the S ta t is t ic a l  Account o f  
S co tlan d  (Ed inburgh  1831 2 vo ls )

An In q u iry  into the N a tu re  and Causes  
of the W e a lth  of N a tio n s  (London 1826)

A n t i - S la v e r y  R e c o lle c t io n s  in a S e r ie s  
of L e t t e r s  ad d ressed  to M rs . B e e c h e r  
S to w e  (London 1 854)

D ic t io n a ry  of N ationa l B io g rap h y  
(London 1868 63 vo ls . )

U n c le  T oit^ s Cab in  : o r .  S la v e  L i f e  
In A m e r ic a  (E d in bu rg h  1852)

Sunny M em ories  of F o re ig n  Lan ds  
(London 1854 2 v o ls ) .

G lasgow  and its  C lubs (G lasgow  1864)

T h e  W rongs of A f r ic a  (G lasgow  1837)

T h e  Cotton M a n u fac tu re  of G re a t  
B r i ta in  In ves tig a ted  and I l lu s t ra te d .
W ith  An Ind uctorv  V ie w  O f Its  C o m p a ra tiv e  
S ta te  In F o re ig n  C o u n tr ie s  (London 1861 
2 vol s. )
T h e  P h iloso ph y  of M a n u fa c tu re rs  o r  An 
E x p o s it io n  of the S c ie n t i f ic .  M ora l and 
Com m ercia l Economy of the F a c to r y  Systen
of G re a t  B r i ta in  (London 1835)
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W A R D ,  Samuel R inggold A u tob iography  of A  F u g it iv e  N e g ro  : 
H is  A n t i - S la v e r y  L a b o u rs  in the  
U n ite d  S ta te s .  C anada and Eng land  
(London 1855)

W IL S O N ,  G eo rg e H is to r ic a l  N o tes  of G eo rg e  T h o m p s o n s  
L a b o u rs  (M an ch es te r  I8 6 0 )

W IL S O N ,  W il l ia m M e m o ria ls  of R o b e rt  Sm ith C a n d lish  D. D . 
(E d in b u rg h  1880).

N e w  S ta t is t ic a l  Account of S c o t la n d , L a n a r k s h ir e  (E d in bu rg h  1841)

G lasgow  V o te r s  Manual being A  L is t  O f  A ll T h o s e  E n t i t le d  to V o te  
fo r  m em bers fo r  the F i r s t  R e fo rm ed  P a r l ia m e n t  W ith in  T h e  B o u n d a rie s  
O f T h e  B o ro ug h . A s  D e fin ed  By T h e  R eform  A ct (G lasg ow  1832)

A c ts  of the F r e e  C h urch  o f S co tlan d  1 8 4 3 -1 8 4 7  (E d in bu rg h  1847)
N e w  C o lle g e  L i b r a r y ,  E d in b u rg h .

P ro c e e d in g s  of the G enera l Assem bly  of the F r e e  C h urch  of S c o tla n d  
H e ld  in E d in b u rg h , May 1847 (E d in b u rg h  1847) N e w  C o lle g e  L i b r a r y

F r e e  Church of S co tla n d  O v e r tu re s  May 1 845  N e w  C o lle g e  L ib r a r y .

O ld  G lasgow  (G lasgow  1896)

T h e  L o rd  P ro v o s ts  of G lasgow  1 8 3 3 -8 3  (G lasgow  1883)

T h e  M em orial C ata lo gu e  of the O ld  G lasgow  E x h ib it io n  1894 (G lasgow  
1894).

T h e  O ld  C ountry  Houses of the O ld  G lasgow  G e n try  (Second E d it io n  
G lasgow  1878).

M em oirs  and P o r t r a i t s  o f  One H undred  G lasgow  Men (G lasgow  1886 , 2 
vol s.)

T h e  Annual M o n ito r  and Memorandum Book No. 26  (Y o rk  1838)
F r ie n d s  H o u se . London.

B io g ra p h ic a l C ata logue -  being an account of the l iv e s  of the F r ie n d s  and 
o th e rs  whose P o r t r a i t s  a r e  in the London F r ie n d s  In s t itu te  (London 1888). 
F r ie n d s  House. London

P ro c e e d in g s  of the G enera l A n t i - S la v e r y  Convention  c a lle d  by the 
Com m ittee o f the B r i t is h  And F o re ig n  A n t i - S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  and H e ld  in 
London from  F r id a y .  June 12th to T u e s d a y , June 2 3 rd  1 8 4 0 . (G lasgow  1841).
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P A R L IA M E N T A R Y  P A P E R S  :

F a c to r y  In q u iry  Com m ission 1833 (450) xx

A b s tra c t  of the P o pu la tio n  R e tu rn s  o f G re a t  B r i ta in  1831 . 1833 (149)  
x x x v i -x x x v i i i

A s s is ta n t  Hand Loom W e a v e rs  C om m iss ioner R e p o rt  1 8 3 9 -4 0  (159)
X L  11

N E W S P A P E R S  A N D  P E R IO D IC A L S  :

T h e  B a i l l ie

Bennets  Glasgow M agazine  

B r i t is h  F r ie n d

G lasgow  Post O ff ic e  D ir e c to r y

G lasgow  A rg u s

G lasgow  C o u r ie r

G lasgow  D a ily  H e ra ld

G lasgow  E x a m in e r

G lasgow  H e ra ld

N o rth  B r i t is h  D a i ly  Mail

S c o ts  T im e s

W itness

P A M P H L E T S  A N D  C IR C U L A R S  :

N e g ro  A p p re n tic e s h ip  in the C o lo n ies  -  A  R e v ie w  of the R e p o rt  o f the  
S e le c t  Com m ittee of the House of Commons (London 1837).

R eso lu tio ns  P a s s e d  at an A n t i - S la v e r y  M eeting  at E x e te r  H a l l ,
On the 11 th of Ju lv  1 8 3 7 . (L o ca te d  in Rhodes House L i b r a r y ,  O x fo r d )

D iscuss io n  on A m e ric a n  S la v e r y  In D r .  W a r d la w ’ s C h a p e l,  betw een  
M r. G eorge  Thompson and the R ev . R . J. B re c k in r id g e  of B a l t im o r e .  
U n ite d  S ta te s  On T h e  E v e n in g s  of the 1 3 th . 14 th . 15 th . 16 th . and  
17th June 1836 (second E d it io n  G lasgow  1836).

R e p o rt  of the D iscu ss io n  at the F i r s t  M eeting  o f the M em bers of the  
G lasgow  E m ancipation  S o c ie ty  31 M a y . 1841 (G lasgow  1841).

288



R e p o rt  o f the S peeches  and R eception  of the A m e ric a n  D e le g a te s  
at the G re a t  P u b lic  M eeting  o f  the G lasgow  E m ancipation  S o c ie ty  
27 Ju ly  1840 (G lasgow  1840).

R eso lu tions  o f P u b l ic  M eetings  of the M em bers  and F r ie n d s  o f the 
G lasgow  Em ancipation  S o c ie ty ;  C o rre sp o n d e n c e  O f T h e  S e c r e ta r ie s :  
and M inutes O f T h e  Com m ittee O f S a id  S o c ie ty  S in c e  T h e  A r r iv a l  In 
G lasgo w , O f M r .  John A . C o l l in s .  T h e  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  O f T h e  A m e ric a n  
A n t i - S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  in re fe re n c e  to T h e  D iv is io n s  Among A m e ric a n  
A b o lit io n is ts  (G lasgow  1841).

R ight And W rong  T h e  A b o li t io n is ts  O f T h e  U n ite d  S ta te s  o r  the  
O b je c ts .  P r in c ip le s  And M e as u re s  o f the O r ig in a l  A m e ric a n  A n t i -  
S la v e r y  S o c ie ty .  Unchanged : (G lasgow  1841)

An Appeal to the L a d ie s  of G re a t  B r i ta in  in B e h a lf  of the A m e ric a n  
S la v e s  (G lasgow  1 8 41 ).

A  D efence  of the G lasgow  F e m a le  A s s o c ia t io n  fo r  the A b o lit io n  of 
S la v e r y  (G lasgow  1851).

N ine teen th  Annual R e p o rt  P re s e n te d  T o  T h e  M assachusetts  A nti 
S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  By Its  B o ard  of M a n a g e rs . J an u ary  2 2 .  1851 
(Boston 1851).

R ep o rt o f the P ro c e e d in g s  of the G lasgow  R eform  A s s o c ia t io n  f o r  the  
Y e a r  1831 (G lasgow  1831).

G lasgow  A u x i l ia r y  B ib le  S o c ie ty  R e p o rt  1820-1  (G lasgow  1821)

B r i t is h  In d ia .  P ro c e e d in g s  at a P u b l ic  M eeting  in D a r lin g to n  
(D a r i  ington 1 839)

F o u r th  Annual R e p o rt  of the G lasgow  A b s ta in e rs  U n io n  (G lasg ow  1858)

F i r s t  Annual R e p o rt  of the G lasgow  and W est of Sco tlan d  T e m p e ra n c e  
S o c ie ty  (G lasgow  1830)

T w e n tie th  Annual R e p o rt  o f  the G lasgow  B ib le  S o c ie ty  (G lasg ow  1833)

T h e  A ccounts O f T h e  T r u s te e s  of T h e  R iv e r  C ly d e  from  1st J u ly .
1850 to 30th June, 1851 (G lasgow  1851).

T h e  Accounts O f T h e  T r u s te e s  of T h e  C ly d e  N a v ig a tio n  F r o m  1st 
July 1859 to 30th Ju n e . I8 6 0  (G lasgow  I8 6 0 ) .
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A R T I C L E S  :

A U S T I N ,  R. A . and 
S M IT H ,  W . D .

/
A N S T E Y ,  R o d g e r ,  T .

B E S T ,  G e o ffre y  

C H E C K L A N D ,  S .  G.

C H E C K L A N D ,  S . G.

D A V IS ,  D av id  B r io n

D A V IS ,  D av id  B r io n  

D IL L O N ,  M erton L .

F L  A D E L  A N D ,  B e tty  

F L  A D E L  A N D ,  B e tty

G O U R V IS H , T .  R.

"Im ages o f  A f r ic a  and B r i t is h  s lave  
t ra d e  ab o lit io n  : the tra n s it io n  to an 
im p e r ia l is t  ideology 1 7 8 7 -1 8 0 7 " ,
A f r ic a n  H is to r ic a l  S tu d ie s  vo l. ii (1969)

" C a p ita l is m  and S la v e r y  : A  C r i t iq u e "  
Eco no m ic  H is to ry  R e v ie w , vo l. X X I
(1968 ).

" T h e  S c o tt is h  V ic to r ia n  C i t y " ,
V ic to r ia n  S tu d ie s  vo l. 11 (1 9 6 7 -8 ) .

" F in a n c e  F o r  T h e  W est Indies  
1 7 8 0 -181  5" Econom ic H is to ry  R e v ie w  
v o l . X  (1 9 5 7 -1 9 5 8 )

" T w o  S c o tt is h  W est Indian L iq u id a tio n s  
a f te r  1 7 93"  S c o tt is h  Journal of  
P o l i t ic a l  Economy vo l. 4 (1957)

" T h e  E m e rg e n c e  o f Imm ediatism  in 
B r i t is h  and A m e ric a n  A n t is la v e ry  
T h o u g h t" , M is s is s ip p i V a l ie v  H is to r ic a l  
R e v ie w  vo l. 49  (1 9 6 2 -6 3 ) .

"Jam es C ro p p e r  and T h e  B r i t is h  Anti 
S la v e r y  Movement 1 8 2 3 -3 3 "  Journal of  
N e g ro  H is to ry  vo l. 4 6  (1961).

" T h e  A b o li t io n is ts  : A  D ecade  of 
H is to r io g ra p h y  1 9 5 9 -1 9 6 9 "
Journal o f  S o uthern  H is to ry  v o l . 35
(1969 ).

"W ho W e r e  the A b o lit io n s ts "  Journal 
of N e g ro  H is to ry  vo l. X L I X  (1964 ).

"A b o li t io n is ts  P r e s s u r e s  On T h e  C o n c e rt  
of E u ro p e  1 8 1 4 -1 8 2 2 "  Journal of M odern  
H is to ry  vo l. 38 (1966)

" T h e  Cost o f L iv in g  in G lasgow  in the 
E a r ly  N in e teen th  C e n tu ry "  Econom ic  
H is to r y  R e v ie w  vo l. 25 (1972)
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H E N D E R S O N , W .O . " T h e  Cotton F a m in e  in S c o tla n d  and the  
R e l ie f  of D is t r e s s  1 862-1864*1 S c o tt is h  
H is to r ic a l  R ev iew  vo l. 30 (1951)

K E L L E T ,  John R.

K L IN G B E R G ,  F r a n k  J.

L O V E L A N D ,  Anne C.

M A Y N A R D , D ouglas  H.

M O O H R , M ichael

N E S B E T ,  J. W .

R IC E ,  C. Duncan

R IC E ,  C. Duncan

S H E P P E R S O N ,  G eorge

S H E P P E R S O N ,  G e o rg e

" P r o p e r ty  S p e c u la to rs  and the B u ild in g  
o f G lasgow " S c o tt is h  Journa l o f  
P o l i t ic a l  Economy vo l.  8 (1961)

" H a r r ie t  B e e c h e r  S to w e  and S o c ia l  
R eform  in E n g lan d" A m e ric a n  H is t o r ic a l 
R e v ie w  v o l. 43 ( 1 9 3 7 -3 8 )

" E v a n g e lic a l is m  and Mmmediate  
E m a n c ip a tio n 1 in A m e ric a n  A n t is la v e ry  
Thought" Journal o f S o u th e rn  H is to ry  
vo l. 32 (196 6 ).

"T h e  W o r ld 1 s A n t i - S la v e r y  Convention  
of 1840" M is s is s ip p i Valley H is to r ic a l  
R e v ie w  vo l.  47  (1 9 6 0 -6 1 ) .

"T h e  Econom ic Impact of S la v e  
E m ancipation  in B r i t is h  G uiana  
1 8 3 2 -5 2 "  Econom ic H is to r y  R e v ie w  
vol. 25 (1972 ).

"Thom as C h a lm e rs  And T h e  Econom ic  
O r d e r "  S c o tt is h  Journal of P o l i t ic a l  
Economy vo l. 11 (1964 ).

"A b o li t io n is ts  and a b o lit io n ism  in 
A b e rd ee n  : a test case fo r  the n in e 
te e n th -c e n tu ry  a n t i - s la v e r y  movement"  
N o r th e rn  S co tlan d  v o l. 1 (1972)

" T h e  A n t i - S la v e r y  M iss io n  of G e o rg e  
Thompson to the U n ite d  S ta te s  1 8 3 4 -3 5 "  
Journal o f A m e ric a n  S tu d ie s  vo l. 2 (1968)

"Thom as C h a lm e rs ,  T h e  F r e e  C hurch  o f  
S c o tlan d  and the South" Journa l of 
S o u th e rn  H is to r y  vo l. X V I I  (1951)

" F r e d e r ic k  D oug lass  and S c o tla n d "  
Journal o f N e g ro  H is to r y  v o l.  X X X V I I I  
(1953)
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S H E P P E R S O N , George ,!T h e  F r e e  C hurch  and A m e r ic a n  
S la v e r y  " S c o tt is h  H is to r ic a l  R e v ie w  
vo l. 30 (1951)

S H E P P E R S O N ,  G eo rg e " H a r r i e t  B e e c h e r  S to w e  and S c o tlan d  
1 8 5 2 -3 "  S c o tt is h  H is to r ic a l  R e v ie w  
vo l. 32 (1 953 ).

S T A IG E R ,  C. B ru c e "A b o lit io n is m  and the P r e s b y te r ia n  
Schism  of 1 8 3 7 -1 8 3 8 "  M is s is s ip p i  
V a l le y  H is to r ic a l  R e v ie w  v o l.  36  
(1 9 4 9 -5 0 )

T Y R R E L L ,  A . " P o l i t ic a l  econom y, w higgism  and the
education  of w o r k in g -c la s s  adults  in 
S co tlan d  1 8 1 7 -4 0 "  S c o tt is h  H is to r ic a l  
R e v ie w  vo l.  X L V I I I  (1969)
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U N P U B L I S H E D  T H E S E S  :

B O T S F O R D ,  R o b e rt

D IX O N ,  E d w a rd

G R A N T ,  A l i s t a i r  C am eron

R IC E ,  C. Duncan

R O A C H , W il l ia m  M,

T A Y L O R ,  C la r e

T E V IO T D A L  E ,  D a v id

"S c o tla n d  And T h e  A m e ric a n  C iv il  
W a r TI (U n iv e r s i ty  of E d inb urgh  P h . D.
1 955 2 vol s . )

"T h e  A m e r ic a n  N e g ro  In N ine teen th  
C e n tu ry  S co tla n d "  (U n iv e r s i ty  of 
E d in b u rg h  M. L i t t .  1 9 6 9 ) .

"G e o rg e  Combe And H is  C i r c le  :
W ith  P a r t i c u la r  R e fe re n c e  To  H is  
R e la t io n s  W ith  T h e  U n ite d  S ta te s  of 
A m e r ic a "  (U n iv e r s i ty  of E d inb urgh  
P h . D .  196 0 ).

" T h e  S c o tt is h  F a c t o r  In the F ig h t  
A g a in s t A m e ric a n  S la v e r y  1 8 3 0 -1 8 7 0 "  
(U n iv e r s i ty  o f E d in b u rg h  P h .D .  1 9 6 9 ).

"R a d ic a l R eform  Movements in Sco tland  
F ro m  1815 to 1822 w ith  p a r t ic u la r  
r e fe re n c e  to events  in the W est of 
S c o tla n d "  (U n iv e r s i ty  of G lasgow  
P h .D .  1 970 ).

"Som e A m e ric a n  R e fo rm e rs  and th e ir  
In f luen ce  on R eform  Movements in 
G re a t  B r i ta in  from  1830 to I8 6 0 "  
lu n  iv e r s i ty  of E d in b u rg h  P h . D.
1960)

"G lasg o w  P a r l ia m e n ta ry  C onstituency
1 8 3 2 -4 6 "  (U n iv e r s i ty  of G lasgow  
B. L i t t .  1963).
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M A N U S C R I P T S  :

Smeal  Col I ec t ion ,  Mi tchel I L i b r a r y ,  G la s g o w .  T h e  Smeal  C o l l e c t i o n  
c o n s is ts  of the G la s g o w  E m a n c ip a t io n  S o c i e t y  M in u te  Books  ( 4 ) ,
Cash B ooks  ( 2 ) ,  Annual R e p o r t s  (1 8 3 5 - 5 1 ) ,  M is c e l la n e o u s  P a p e r s .  
S u b s c r ip t io n  Book and a l a r g e  c o l le c t io n  of pa m p h le ts  r e le v a n t  to 
the a n t i s l a v e r y  movement in G la s g o w .  A ls o  inc lu d ed  is the M in u te  
Book of the G la sg o w  F r e e d m e n ' s  A id  S o c i e t y  and the Annual  R e p o r t s  
of the fe m a le  a n t i s l a v e r y  s o c ie t ie s  w h ich  e x is te d  in G la s g o w  as  
wel l  as nu m e ro us  o t h e r  a b o l i t io n is t  p u b l ic a t io n s  issued  both  
l o c a l ly  as w el l  as in the U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  T h i s  accounts  f o r  a p p r o x i 
m ate ly  one h a l f  of the c o l le c t io n  , the r e m a i n d e r  be ing  of  s l ig h t  
i n t e r e s t  and l i t t l e  im p o r ta n c e .

B r i t i s h  And F o r e i g n  Ant? S l a v e r y  S o c i e t y  P a p e r s ,  R hodes  H o u s e  
L i b r a r y ,  O x f o r d .  T h e  B r i t i s h  And F o r e i g n  A n t i  S l a v e r y  S o c i e ty  P a p e r s  
a r e  the la rgest  and most v a lu a b le  c o l le c t io n  of a n t i s l a v e r y  m a te r ia l  
r e l a t i n g  to the B r i t i s h  anti  s l a v e r y  movement in the n in e te en th  c e n tu ry .  
T h i s  c o l le c t io n  c o n s is ts  p r i m a r i l y  of  the c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  of the S o c i e t y ,  
its  M in u te  Books as w el l  as  a vo lum in o us  a s s o r tm e n t  of  pa m p h le ts  e tc .  
c o n c e rn in g  the B r i t i s h  and A m e r i c a n  e f f o r t  ag a in s t  s l a v e r y .

G a r r i s o n  and W eston  P a p e r s .  Boston P u b l i c  L i b r a r y . Boston M ass .  
R e f e r e n c e s  in the text  to l e t t e r s  in th es e  c o l le c t io n s  r e f e r  to 
m ic r o f i l m  cop ies  ob ta ined  f ro m  the B oston  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y . A  
C o l le c t io n  o f  l e t t e r s  in th e s e  P a p e r s  in t r a n s c r i p t  fo rm  r e l a t i v e  
to the S c o t t is h  a n t i s l a v e r y  m ovement can be found in the Mi tchel I 
L i b r a r y ,  G la s g o w .

C h a lm e r s  C o l l e c t i o n . N e w  C o l l e g e  L i b r a r y . E d in b u r g h .
A s  of th is  w r i t i n g  the  l e t t e r s  of D r .  T h o m a s  C h a l m e r s  have  on ly  
been p a r t l y  o r g a n iz e d  and a c e r t a i n  amount of help  f ro m  the s ta f f  
is n e c e s s a r y  to ob ta in  s p e c i f i c  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .

D um ba rto n  C o m m is s a ry  R e c o r d  V I  1 8 4 9 - 5 2 . S C 6 5 / 3 4 / 6 ,  S c o t t is h  
R e c o r d  O f f i c e ,  E d in b u r g h

G la sg o w  F r e e  C h u rc h  P r e s b y t e r y  M in u te s  1 8 4 3 - 8 . C H 3 / 1 4 6 / 3 4 ,
S c o t t is h  R e c o r d  O f f i c e ,  E d in b u r g h

M in utes  of the W es t  Ind ia  A s s o c ia t io n  of  G la s g o w ,  M i tc h e l l  L i b r a r y  
G la s g o w .

E s t l  in P a p e r s .  M i c r o f i l m  copy lo c a te d  in the U n i v e r s i t y  of E d in b u r g h  
L i b r a r y .  T h e  o r i g i n a l s  a r e  lo ca te d  in the  Boston P u b l i c  L i b r a r y .
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