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SYNOPSIS.

Presented in this thesis are three studies which document the palaeomagnetic
record of rocks forming constituents of the Scottish paratectonic Caledonides.

The early Arenig Slockenray Formation within the Ballantrae Ophiolite, southwest
Scotland, displays a multivectorial natural remanent magnetisation. Two components (S and
M) are identified delineated by differing blocking temperature/coercivity spectra.
Component (S) is removed following treatment to 200C/10mT and is regarded as of recent
viscous origin. Component (M) forms the characteristic formation magnetisation and
resides in both magnetite and hematite. Extensive sampling of all exposed lithologies reveals
an (in situ) non-Fisherian distribution of the characteristic magnetisation defining an
envelope from SE moderate positive to SW shallow negative directions. A negative
intra-formation conglomerate test identifies this component as a pervasive overprint.

A second conglomerate test performed on the Benan Conglomerate of Llandeilo age,
reveals dispersely directed magnetisations over a stability range equivalent to that of
component M. This field test therefore defines a maximum remagnetisation window of 30
million years for the characteristic remanence.

Structurally-corrected site mean results from the Slockenray Formation are also
non-Fisherian forming a small circle partial arc centred on a vertical axis (NW moderate
positive to SW moderate positive diections). A combined palaeomagnetic fold and fault test
suggests that acquisition of component M pre-dates both folding and faulting.

The resulting palaeolatitude of remanence acquisition (28.8°S) implies a tectonic
position close to the southern Laurentian margin for the Ballantrae ophiolite in Arenig
times.

A palaeomagnetic study of the late Silurian - early Devonian St. Abbs Head outlier,
SE Scotland, reveals a multicomponent magnetic remanence structure. Three components of
magnetisation are recognised termed (L), (I) & (H) pertaining to 'Low’, 'Intermediate’ and
'High' unblocking treatments respectively, (L:< 250°C/15mT., 1:200-600°C/15-100mT.,
H:> 600°C/>>100mT).

Component (L) varies with the attitude of sample coring and is considered to
represent a Drilling Induced Remanence (DIR). Component (1) fails both palaeomagnetic fold
and conglomerate tests and is identified as a late Palaeozoic - early Mesozoic secondary
magnetisation (pole position; 317.0°E, 50.9°S, dP=2.2°, dM=3.7°). Component (H) is in
agreement with British Siluro-Devonian data after structural correction and is regarded as
an original remanence (316.0°E, 29.0°N, dP=16.5°, dM=19.9°). Contrasting tectonic
corrections applied to component (H) aid the location of the palaeohorizontal within the

volcaniclastic succession.
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Demagnetisation studies of the late Silurian 'Lintrathen Porphyry' both at
Glenbervie (south of the Highland Boundary Fault, HBF) and at Loch Lintrathen (north of the
HBF) reveal a complex component structure. Three components are recognised at Glenbervie
termed (R, S & P) unblocking through treatments of <200°C, 200°-450°C and
450°-650°C respectively. Alternating field demagnetisation failed to yield an adequate
separation of the magnetisations. Four components are determined at Loch Lintrathen
referred to as (R, S, P & D); the first three of which are considered correlative with those
revealed at Glenbervie. Component (D), uncovered at only a single site, unblocks at
temperatures in excess of 640°C, resides exclusively in hematite, and represents a late
Devonian - early Carboniferous overprint.

Component (R) is directed along a present field axis and is considered to be of
viscous origin. Component (S) fails a fold test (Acadian deformation) and represents a late
Palaeozoic - early Mesozoic overprint (357.9°E, 47.9°S, dP=3.0, dM=5.4). Component
(P) passes the fold test and is regarded as a primary magnetisation. Consistent
palaeolatitudes (component P) determined from either side of the HBF allow constraint to be
placed upon any subsequent movement between the Midland Valley and Grampian Highlands
(latitudes, Glenbervie 22.9°S +/- 1.8°., Loch Lintrathen 27.0°S +/- 3.5°).

Comparable demagnetisation structure (excluding component D) and equivalent
acquisition of Gyroremanent Magnetisation (GRM) during alternating field treatment
favours correlation of the Loch Lintrathen and Glenbervie porphyries.

A compilation of data presented in this thesis with published work allows
construction of apparent polar wander paths for the Grampian Highlands, Midland Valley and
Southern Uplands tectonostratigraphic terranes. These suggest that geological and
geophysical incompatability between blocks results from predominantly palaeolongitudinal
movements prior to late Silurian time. Additionally, a common late Silurian - early
Devonian ‘corner' in each path suggests the terranes to have docked (to within the errors of

the determinations) by this time.



AN

THESIS STRUCTURE.

In Chapter 1, the reader is guided in the basic principles of palaeomagnetism together with
the methodology used in the completion of this research work. Chapter 2 then serves as an
introduction to the concept of terrane geology and its recent application within the British
sector of the Caledonian Belt.

A thorough review of available British Ordovician data is made in Chapter 3 as a
precursor to description of palaeomagnetic studies within the Ballantrae Opbhiolite,
southwest Scotland (Chapter 4). Similarly, Silurian and Devonian results are critically
appraised in Chapter 5 and subsequently followed by studies of the Old Red Sandstone St.
Abbs Head outlier, southeast Scotland (Chapter 6) and from the 'Lintrathen Porphyry'
near the Highland Border (Chapter 7).

A compilation of thesis results with previously published data allows the
construction of Apparent Polar Wander Paths (APWP's) for the Grampian Highlands,
Midland Valley and Southern Uplands tectonostratigraphic terranes (Chapter 8); the

tectonic implications of these are then described.



CHAPTER 1: PALAEOMAGNETIC PRINCIPLES & METHODS.

1.1 THE ATOMIC BASIS OF MAGNETISM.

Electron spin about its own axis and in orbiting an atomic nucleus leads to the
generation of a magnetic field. Where electrons are paired and have opposing spin directions
within atomic orbitals, their resulting magnetic dipoles will cancel. For substances
containing 'free' or unpaired electrons however, all the orbital magnetic fields are not self
cancelling.

The introduction of an external magnetic field will cause interaction with the
‘atomic scale' field. In a substance containing no free electrons, the orbitals realign creating
a magnetic moment in opposition to the applied field which is then lost with external field
removal. Behaviour of this type is termed diamagnetic. For a substance containing free
electrons however, their spins become rotated so as to produce a moment parallel in
direction to an applied field. This behaviour is referred to as paramagnetic. Diamagnetic and
paramagnetic effects are generally weak and as they do not result in a permanent
magnetisation, are geologically unimportant.

A few materials contain electrons which can be coupled either directly or via
interstitial anions between atoms. If the potential energy for coupling is minimised with
dipole moments in both parallel and additive alignment, then a strong spontaneous
magnetisation results. This is termed ferromagnetic behaviour with the resulting
magnetisation being retained even following removal of an applied field.

It is the retention of 'ancient' external fields by ferromagnetic materials that
forms one of the cornerstones of palaeomagnetic study. In geological materials, dipoles may
align either parallel, anti-parallel or oblique to an external field. Variations in the
ferromagnetic behaviour can therefore result termed ferromagnetic (sensu Sstricty ),
ferrimagnetic, antiferromagnetic and canted antiferromagnetic (see Piper, 1987, p.10-11

for explanations).

1.2 THE DOMAIN THEORY OF MAGNETISATION.

The directional alignment of magnetic dipoles within a ferromagnetic substance is
controlled by several factors. For a given structure there will be certain ‘easy’
magnetisation directions within the crystalline solid along which the dipoles will tend to
align. Alignment along these directions reduces the magnetocrystalline energy of the
substance. Taking the simplest case of a singular dipole orientation, this results in separate
north and south poles occurring at the opposite extremeties of the crystal. A situation of this
type is opposed by the magnetostatic attraction of the opposite poles however.

In resolving these opposing energies, magnetic domains are formed in the

magnetic material within which dipoles are uniformly directed but between which



magnetisation directions differ. The interfaces between domains are known as Bloch or
domain walls and consist of gradually canted over atomic dipoles. (Magnetite domain walls
are approximately 10 - 100nm in thickness). Magnetic grains which contain several
domains are termed multidomain (MD). Grains that are too small to form several domains
are single domain particles {SD). In grains containing only a few domains, domain wall
movement may be restricted by either impurities, dislocations or the size and shape of the
host grain. These particles are termed pseudo-single domain (PSD).

In a null field situation, the magnetic domains tend to form closure patterns
(adjacent north and south poles) so minimising the magnetostatic energy. With the
application of an external field, magnetic domains favourably oriented to this field will grow
at the expense of others not so oriented by the unrolling of domain walls. For low fields these
effects are reversable but with higher fields energy barriers are such as to prevent a
complete return to the initial domain state on removal of the field. An isothermal remanence
(IRM) has then been imparted to the material.

When all magnetic domains have unrolled and single domain dipoles rotated into
alignment with the increasing applied external field, the ferromagnetic material reaches its
saturation magnetisation. On removal of the saturation field a maximum isothermal
remanence remains. The magnitude of an opposing field required to reduce this IRM to zero
is the maximum coercivity of the material. These concepts are illustrated on a hysteresis

loop (acquired magnetisation versus applied field) in Figure 1.1 (after Collinson, 1983).

1.3 MAGNETISATION ACQUISITION.

Increasing temperature relates to an increase in the thermal agitation of
constituent atoms and an expansion of the crystalline lattice. Both these effects oppose the
ferromagnetic coupling of atoms such that for a critical temperature, electron coupling and
therefore ferromagnetism can no longer occur. The spontaneous magnetisation of the
material then reduces to zero at what is known as the Curie point or temperature.

For a given temperature below the Curie point, the atomic thermal vibration will
allow the magnetisation of certain highly agitated grains to move through the unrolling of
domain walls. These will then align along low energy 'easy' magnetisation directions which,
in the presence of an external field, will lead to the slow acquisition of an isothermal or
viscous remanence (VRM). In the absence of an external field, domains will form closure

patterns leading to a reduction in intensity of any existing remanence.
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FIGURE 1.1: Acquired magnetisation (Ji) versus applied field (B)hysteresis loop.

With initial application and increase of an external field, the induced magnetisation
increases linearly caused by reversible domain wall movement (curve segment a).
Irreversible wall movement then takes place with domains aligned close to B growing
preferentially (curve segment b). Finally, domain rotation (c) occurs and a saturation
magnetisation (Js) at a saturating field (Bs) is reached. On reduction of B the curve follows
path (d) to ultimately leave a saturation IRM (Jré) or lower IRM (Jr) if saturation was not
reached. With reversal of the applied field (-B), the IRM is reduced to zero at a value of B

known as the coercive force (Bc).



For a single particle, the time for its magnetisation to relax to its thermal equilibrium

value is termed the relaxation time (z). In the absence of external forces this is given by :

{(from Tarling, 1983).
%— =2f exp(— VMsHc/ 2kT)

where  fis a frequency factor, Ms is the spontaneous magnetisation(Js)
Hc is the field required to reverse the direction of magnetisation along the
‘easy' direction at absolute zero (coercivity term).

V is the volume, k is the Boltzmann constant, T is absolute temperature.

Accepting that for a given material, f, Ms, and Hc are approximately constant, this
importantly implies the relaxation time to strongly depend on both grain volume and
temperature (relaxation time being proportional to the log V/T). As a result, very small
particles have extremely short relaxation times and effectively behave in a paramagnetic
fashion but with ferromagnetic magnetisation intensities. This behaviour is termed
superparamagnetic there being a critical volume above which the grain becomes single
domain (SD) and the remanence effectively 'blocked'.

The concept of critical volume is important in palaeomagnetic work as chemical
growth exceeding the superparamagnetic to SD volume will impart a stable remanence (e.g.
the in sitv post depositional growth of hematite in red beds). A magnetisation acquired in
this manner is referred to as a chemical remanent manetisation (CRM).

Similarly for a given grain, there is a critical temperature or blocking
temperature below which thermal agitation is insufficient to maintain superparamagnetic
behaviour and ferromagnetic behaviour ensues. Further cooling below the blocking
temperature is accompanied by increasing relaxation time to geological time spans. A
'coofing' remanence acquired in this manner is called a thermo-remanent magnetisation

(TRM).

1.3.1 DEPOSITIONAL REMANENT MAGNETISATION.

The erosion and deposition of rock particles initially carrying a TRM or CRM may
give rise to a further remanence type. During the settling of such magnetised particles
within the earth's field, they are able to rotate their remanence into alignment with the
external field. With subsequent preservation to form sedimentary rocks, the retention of
this depositional remanence (DRM) may occur. As might be expected, complications to this
apparent simplistic mechanism abound. King (1955), using experimental analogues, found

that a systematic shallowing of a magnetite held remanence from the applied fil7 or



inclination error occurred. This he explained by the preferential alignment of discoid shaped
particles parallel to the bedding orientation. Tauxe & Kent (1984) observe similar
inclination errors using hematite redeposition.

Specific studies of red bed palaeomagnetism show that remanence acquisition can
vary in these rocks from DRM (Elston & Purucker, 1979) through post-depositional DRM
(PDDRM, Irving & Major, 1964) to CRM (Walker et al. 1981). For palaeotectonic
purposes, preservation of a DRM may complicate interpretation given the possibility that

inclination or bedding errors may occur.

1.4 DEMAGNETISATION METHODS.
1.4.1 THERMAL TREATMENT.

The progressive stepwise thermal demagnetisation technique applied in the
laboratory 'cleaning' of palaeomagnetic samples effectively reverses the mechanism of TRM
acquisition. Due to the varying magnetic grain sizes present in a given rock sample, a
spectrum of blocking temperatures exists imparted during the natural cooling of an igneous
rock. The complete TRM of the sample then represents the sum of remanences acquired over
a range of blocking temperatures. For this reason, rocks are prone to partial thermal
remagnetisation (PTRM) if they subsequently become heated to values within the blocking
temperature spectrum but below the Curie point.

We have noted (1.3) that the relaxation time for a given magnetic grain is
strongly temperature dependent. Therefore, the heating of a variable grain assemblage will
reduce the relaxation time of some grains from geological time spans to around a few
minutes. In the absence of an ambient field, these grains unblock and are prevented from
acquiring a new PTRM. By stepwise increase of temperature and subsequent measurement
therefore, geologically imparted PTRM and original TRM components of magnetisation might
be separated for example.

The application of stepwise thermal demagnetisation in the studies recounted in
this thesis proved very successful. The method was used extensively due to the obvious
occurrence of hematite (unsuitable for alternating field treatment) notably in the Old Red
Sandstones and volcanics at St. Abbs Head (Chapter 6).



1.4.2 ALTERNATING FIELD TREATMENT.

The variable grain size and shape distribution of magnetic minerals in naturally
occurring samples gives rise to a similarly variable distribution or spectrum of coercive
forces. This fact is utilised in the stepwise alternating field (AF) demagnetisation of samples
which cycles the sample through hysteresis loops of gradually decreasing amplitude from an
initial field setting, (Bi). In the stepwise technique the value of (Bi) is increased from one
treatment to the next thus affecting (randomising) particles of sequentially higher coercive
force.

The behaviour of SD and MD particles during AF demagnetisation is somewhat
different. SD grains with a coercive force less than (Bi) will 'follow' the alternating field
direction until the external field drops below the coercive force leaving the SD moments
randomised in the sample. MD grains on the other hand will demagnetise to form ‘closed'
domain patterns which, in the absence of an external field, have no magnetic moment.
Imperfect MD and PSD grains may retain a residual moment which, like the SD grains is
random throughout the sample.

In practice, AF demagnetisation is usually predominantly used in the treatment of
samples containing magnetite and titanomagnetite remanences. The strong crystalline
anisotropy of hematite produces a coercivity well in excess of presently attainable 'clean’
peak fields. Within the present work, AF demagnetisation has been performed on samples
from each study area with varying success. For rocks of the Ballantrae Ophiolite (Chapter
4), it proved useful both in distinguishing magnetisation components and allowing
comparisons to be made with previous studies. In the palaeomagnetic study of St. Abbs Head
(Chapter 6), the technique proved of limited use due to the prevalence of hematite as a
remanence carrier even within the volcanics.

The problems of the AF method centre on the acquisition of spurious
magnetisations particularly with treatment to higher fields (>40 mT). The presence of
minor even harmonics within the sinusoidal waveform may expose the sample to a residual
direct field (Collinson, 1983, p.312) and subsequently lead to the acquisition of an
anhysteretic remanence (ARM). A similar problem will result from the ineffective
magnetic shielding of the sample.

A further disturbing remanence may have its origins in the magnetic anisotropy
of the sample grain assemblage. This is known as gyroremanent magnetisation (GRM) which
is directed perpendicular to both the easy magnetisation axis of the sample and the AF
demagnetisation axis (Stephenson, 1981., Roperch & Taylor, 1986). The effects of this
latter 'spurious' magnetisation can be removed using a multiple demagnetisation procedure
(Dankers & Zijderveld, 1981). Their procedure is also capable of removing ARM effects if

repeated with the sample axes reversed and subsequently averaged (7.6).



1.5 ASSUMPTIONS OF THE PALAEOMAGNETIC METHOD.

An important assumption in palaeomagnetic studies is that sampled lithologies
accurately retain a record of a past orientation of the earth's magnetic field (1.1). This is
due to the inclusion in the rock of a mineral fraction exhibiting a form of ferromagnetic
behaviour.

For palaeomagnetic studies to be of use for palaeotectonic purposes however, the
orientation of the field itself must be shown to vary in a systematic fashion with respect to
the geographic poles both presently and for previous periods of geological time.

At present, approximately 90% of the earth's field can be modelled as that
resulting from a geocentric magnetic dipole inclined at some 11.5° to the axis of rotation.
This is termed the dipole field with the 'non-dipole’ field accounting the remaining 10%.
Both historic and archaeomagnetic records indicate changes in the orientation of the
magnetic field over periods of hundreds to thousands of years. These changes are referred to
as secular variations and are thought to follow an approximately cyclic pattern; (as such
they will average out given a sufficient time sampling of the field).

When combined with palaeomagnetic observations made on rocks of the last few
million years (e.g. Opdyke and Henry, 1969), the collective data conform to a model in
which the time averaged palaeo-field approximates that of an axial geocentric dipole. An
influence of long term non-dipole effects has been recognised however (e.g. Coupland & Van
der Voo, 1980., Livermore et al. 1983) which may result in errors of a few degrees in
estimating a pole.

in the geocentric axial dipole model, the field at the geographic poles is directed
vertically downward (upward) for north (south) poles respectively. Similarly, the field at
the geographic equator is directed horizontally. It is important in palaeomagnetic work to
demonstrate that a sufficient time averaging of palaeosecular variation has occurred. In
practise, the observation of polarity reversals within a given stratigraphic record satisfies
this requirement. The axial geocentric dipole assumption allows the relation of field

inclination to latitudinal position through the following relationship:
tan 1 = 2 tan

where | is the field inclination
& A is the site latitude.



1.6 INSTRUMENTATION & LABORATORY PROCEDURE.

In accordance with presently accepted standards concerning laboratory cleaning,
all samples of the reported studies have undergone stepwise demagnetisation by either
thermal, stationary AF or combination (thermal & AF) demagnetisation. In several cases,
due to observed complexities in component structure, this led to more than twenty

demagnetisations being performed on particular samples.

1.6.1 SPINNER MAGNETOMETER.

A complete results fluxgate magnetometer (Molyneux, 1971) was used for
measurement of both NRM and ensuing demagnetisation steps. The magnetometer at Glasgow
is interfaced with a BBC microcomputer from which data files can subsequently be
transferred to a VAX minicomputer for data processing purposes. Generally the 'short-spin’
(6 second) facility was used in the measurement of samples unless the total moment dropped
below approximately 1mA/m when the ‘'long-spin’ (24 second) mode was employed. Better
precision was sometimes observed using the latter spin mode for low intensites. The earth's
field is attenuated at the 'mouth' of the spinner using a Helmholtz coil arrangement
(diameter 65 cms). This precludes VRM acquisition by the sample upon reorientation during
the 6-spin measurement procedure

Following each demagnetisation step, a computer drawn orthogonal projection

allowed the choice of an appropriate further treatment.

1.6.2 'SINGLE THERMOCOUPLE' THERMAL DEMAGNETISER.
(Glasgow University built, 1985-6).

The 'single thermocouple' (ST) thermal demagnetiser is capable of holding a
maximum of eight core samples during one heating/cooling cycle. The demagnetiser is
algorithm controlled by a BBC microcomputer receiving input from a chromal-constantan
thermocouple initially situated at the centre of the sample array. With experience, the
samples were arranged in a 5-thermocouple-3 formation to minimise the thermal gradient
effects within the oven (more heat being lost from the 'open’' end of the heating tube). No
actual measurement of the gradient was attempted but it is approximated at 20-30°C from
comparison of sample data from within a single site along the array. The oven of the ST
demagnetiser is housed within four Mu-Metal shields for earth field attenuation. Residual

fields are less than 4 nT.



1.6.3 'TRIPLE THERMOCOUPLE' THERMAL DEMAGNETISER.
(Glasgow University built, 1986).

The 'triple thermocouple' (TT) demagnetiser holds a maximum of ten core
samples during a single treatment cycle. The demagnetiser is again interfaced with a BBC
microcomputer operating a control algorithm receiving output from three thermocouples.
These are positioned at both the ends and at the centre of the core sample array. The
algorithm compensates observed thermal gradients within the oven during the heating cycle
by varying the time over which three independent heating elements are powered.

For elevated temperatures (approx.>400°C), consistency to one or two degrees
celcius is maintained over the sample array. This allows the accurate determination of
unblocking temperatures particularly for thermally discrete samples. At lower
temperatures, any residual thermal gradient is interpolated so that sample temperatures
will again be correct to +/- 1 or 2°C. A similar four Mu-metal shield set up as for the ST
demagnetiser attenuates the earth's field. Residual fields are again estimated at less than
4nT.

1.6.4 ALTERNATING FIELD DEMAGNETISER.

(Glasgow University built, 1986).

The AF demagnetiser operates using a stationary three axis demagnetising
procedure. The sole noid is housed within two Mu-metal shields for ambient field
attenuation to less than 15nT. The demagnetiser is interfaced with a BBC microcomputer
which provides a digitally generated ramp multiplied by a pure 186Hz sine wave. The signal
is then sent through an 8 pole Chebychev filter to attenuate harmonics. Peak demagnetising
fields are predetermined to 0.1mT with ramp times to and from this peak setting being

adjustable.
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CHAPTER 2 : THE TERRANE CONCEPT AS APPLIED TO THE
BRITISH CALEDONIDES.

2.1 INTRODUCTION.

Tectonostratigraphic terranes are defined as fault bounded geological entities of
regional extent, each having a distinct geological history from neighbouring terranes
(Howell et al. 1985). The emergence of the terrane concept represents one of the major
advances in the earth sciences since the advent of the plate tectonic paradigm in the late
1960's.

Terrane theory took shape during the 1970's following detailed work by the
United States Geological Survey aimed at tracing the geological history of Alaska. Their
detailed structural, sedimentological and metamorphic records for given areas were found to
have much attenuated regional application and hence tectonostratigraphic zones or terranes
each characterised by a unique history were recognised.

Since this early work, a traceable evolution of the growth of Western North
America has been documented integrating the geological disciplines of palaeomagnetism,
sedimentary provenence and faunal provinciality. Current understanding as to the evolution
of the region has been summarised by Debiche et al. (1987).

The application of terrane theory to ancient orogenic systems has since taken
place and found considerable support. The recognition of terranes within the British sector
of the Caledonian - Appalachian belt has gained momentum throughout the eighties following
an initial synthesis by Dewey (1982). Present research efforts are being directed at
elucidation of the identity, origins and amalgamation history of constituent terranes within

Palaeozoic Britain.

2.2 BRITISH PALAEOZOIC TERRANES.

Before outlining the present consensus relating to the identification of British
Palaeozoic terranes, it is useful to document the history of research which led to the
recognition of the former (lapetus) ocean which lay between northern and southern Biritain.

The initial suggestion was put forward by Wilson (1966) who advanced the
'Wilson Cycle' concept in which an ocean basin first opens and then subsequently closes.
Dewey (1969) then invoked a model of ocean floor spreading with the formation of
ocean-continent subduction zones to explain the observed pattern of Caledonian volcanism,
sedimentation and plutonism. This proved to be the forerunner to several plate tectonic
schemes for the British Caledonides (Figure 2.1., Anderton et al. 1979). A common feature
of these is both their representation in terms of schematic 'across strike' sections and the

ubiquitous preservation of all their constituent palaeo-tectonic elements.
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Evidence on which these interpretations were based came from three main sources

listed by Anderton et al. (1979) as follows:-

i)  the presence of ophiolites as remnants of consumed ocean floor. (e.g Ballantrae
Complex, see Chapter 4).

iiy  the presence of features related to subduction zones. e.g. trench sediments, volcanic
arcs.

i)  evidence of the former separation of continental plates. i.e. palacomagnetism, faunal

provinces. {Palaeomagnetic reviews form Chapters 3 & 5).

The accumulation of this evidence subsequently led to the widespread acceptance of
the physical reality of lapetus in some shape or form. The ancient suture marking the
closure of the ocean basin is believed to lie along the Solway Line (Moseley, 1977) between
the English Lake District and Southern Uplands of Scotland.

Recognition of diverse terrane assemblages within the British sector of the
Caledonides led to the replacement of 'across strike' tectonic models based on orthogonal
convergence (e.g. Dewey, 1969., Figure 2.1) with more mobilistic models incorporating
the probability of strike slip movements parallel to the palaeo-continental margin (e.g.
Bluck, 1984, 1985, Hutton, 1987). The realisation that major along-strike movements
may have occurred during the assembly of the terrane collage adds considerable severity to
the problem of establishing former relationships between presently juxtaposed blocks.

A Caledonian terrane map of the British Isles (Figure 2.2., Hutton, 1987)
summarises presently recognised tectonostratigraphic divisions. A detailed interpretation of
the Scottish sector is illustrated both in terrane map (a) and flow diagram (b) form in
Figure 2.3. (courtesy., B.J.Bluck).

During the closure of an ocean basin such as lapetus, it would be expected that
some component of oblique slip movement be present. This will necessarily result from any
converging plate configuration in which the opposing slip vectors depart from pure
anti-parallelism. Debate therefore surrounds the problem of imaging this 'strike parallel’
movement and estimating its relative importance.

The first suggestion of relative oblique movement during the closure of lapetus
was made by Phillips, Stillman & Murphy (1976). These authors envisaged about 1270
kms of late Ordovician to Devonian dextral displacement along the lapetus suture generating
570 kms of foreland convergence in the East Greenland - Scandinavian Caledonides. Evidence
supporting this model hinged on the diachronous ending of subduction related volcanism and
plutonism observed across the orogen.

In su%equent studies, abundant evidence has emerged which supports sinistral
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rather than dextral transpression across the paratectonic Caledonides (e.g. Anderson and
Oliver, 1986., Soper et al. 1987). The relative timing of this movement (or movements)
differs between studies and may potentially reflect a long history of sinistral convergence at
the southern Laurentian margin. Caution should be attached to such an inference however as
few of the methods used in the identification of movement sense are quantitative. Indeed,
several 'indicators' of displacement sense (e.g. microstructural fabric) may - result
from only small scale rather than 'terrane scale' displacement.

An exception to this qualitative approach is the sedimentological study of Elders
(1987) which claims to link conglomeratic units of the Southern Uplands with a source
area in Newfoundland. This would require a continuum of sinistral displacement from late
Ordovician to Early Devonian times with a cumulative offset of some 1500 kilometres. Other
studies involving provenence work (e.g. Bluck et al. 1984., Haughton, 1988), whilst able
to demonstrate geological incompatability between adjacent terranes, cannot easily constrain
either the sense or magnitude of the displacement which has resulted in their present
juxtaposition. In some cases, (e.g. Robertson, 1987., Bluck, unpubl. data), the geometry of
sedimentary sequences or their soft sediment deformation may provide evidence of lateral
movement sense.

The faunal assemblages of McKerrow & Cocks (1976) and Cocks & Fortey (1982)
have been used as evidence for the former separation of northern and southern Britain
during the Cambro - Ordovician. The latter authors' palaeogeographic reconstruction for
Arenig times incorporating both sedimentary facies and shelf/pelagic faunal evidence is
illustrated in Figure 2.4. Cocks & Fortey add a cautionary note to their model to the effect
that "no fix on longitude" is made and hence "no measure of transcurrent movement within
the same latitudinal belt is possible". In context therefore, although faunal provinciality
aptly demonstrates the existence of lapetus, it is unable to image the suspected strike-slip
dismemberment of terranes produced in response to oblique subduction.

The palaéomagnetic method suffers a similar problem in longitudinal constraint to
that described for faunal studies. As such, palaeomagnetic work within the Caledonides must
relate either to the latitudinal positioning of terranes with respect to the ocean bordering
continents (e.g. Ballantrae Complex, Chapter 4), or to the detection/constraint of
strike-slip movements when the palaeoazimuth becomes favourably oriented for so doing
(e.g. St. Abbs Head, Loch Lintrathen/Glenbervie, Chapters 6 & 7 respectively).

The input of the various methods of terrane analysis to our present understanding
of paratectonic Caledonide evolution is briefly summarised as follows:-

(2.2.1) Structural evidence.

(2.2.2) Sedimentological evidence.

(2.2.3) Faunal/Palaeomagnetic evidence.



18

‘(2861 ‘Aauod B S%900 Jaye) sawi
Buasy o) sluaunuods Buuapioq sniade; ay; jo uonomisucos) odesboaboseled v 1y IUNDIL

's3a11qo|l piIbAdopdho g isnydesboquihion
Y 'snideibobAzy ‘v ‘senuiosen euqol abejed eyl ‘5 ‘sns0ononyy snjdesbesney ‘4 'snjesbojpred

u A
pue snjdesboouo 'O 'sewn Bueiy ul senqojul oibejed pue saijoidesb paoaies jo uonnquisip eyl (g

s .
11jodous|es 8qo|ul Byl 'S SN1eINasaN BNGOUL Byl ‘N [SAUOQWELOBIUY ‘sejuoquel) ‘BlIoydoaf]
spodoyaeiq eyl *y ‘(eseusb pejejes pue ‘snoeuue] sidseysibayy) selqoju pdseisibaw ‘py ‘Pwseyony

asnjjow eyl ‘3 !sanqojul pundyreq ‘g sewn Buesy ul seune; J13ys paidalas jo uonnquisip eyl (2

"Jeehnuog Jo ejes Buisopd Jo uojesedas B yitm JUBISISUOD BIB UMOYS SIUBUNUCD

eyl Jo suonisog ‘sewn Bluery ur urelng Buipunouns ease eyl jo saloe; ARuswipas jaIys eyl (|

2
L]
NOLXNYe i

19n111¥) HOIN

SYNNRYY QIXI W

yanitiv ILVIQIWEILINRD

NOLXNY1d
16N0111YY MO)

13020} BT1I0AD B IIOWIY

o
1Aau
1}
! Lt monies s ]

\\\\\\\\\\\ 1r10v0qiB> 19310 N @

5,00

(1



19

(2.2.4) Palaeotectonic environment.
(2.2.5) General.

2.2.1 STRUCTURAL EVIDENCE.

The relative contribution of structural geology to the elucidated terrane history of
the Caledonian orogeny far outweighs that for the Western Cordilleran belt in which terrane
theory was founded. The reason for this stems from the equivocal sense of Caledonian terrane
movement, (which has prompted much research effort), contrasted with the ongoing dextral
movement of Cordilleran terranes with respect to cratonic North America.

Structural evidence of displacement sense in the paratectonic Caledonides has been
recovered on widely differing scales and from both temporally and spatially separated
strata. Hutton & Dewey (1986) recognise sinistral S-C fabrics, rotated porphyroblasts and
extensional crenulation cleavages relating to D3 deformation of the Ox Mountains inlier,
Western Ireland. This deformation is interpreted as synchronous-post intrusion of the Ox
Mountains granodiorite (478 +/-12Ma., Pankhurst et al. 1976).

A further sinistral transpressive event is envisaged by Hutton & Dewey (once
again imaged through structural fabric), considered approximately synchronous with
intrusion of the Corvock granite (387 +/-12 Ma Rb/Sr., O'Connor et al. 1983).
Interpretation of this second deformation as responsible for terrane scale displacement may
be erroneous however particularly given the stratigraphical linkage of the Dalradian and
Midland Valley evidenced through correlation of the Lintrathen/Glenbervie Porphyry (415
+/-6 Ma., Thirlwall, 1988., 7.7). Sinistral emplacement deformations have elsewhere
been reported as operative during Siluro-Devonian times controlling the intrusion of the
Newer Granite suite (Hutton,1982., Smith & Watson, 1983., Watson, 1984).

On a larger scale, Soper et al. (1987) interpret the cleavage/fold axis
transection geometry of the English Lake District as representative of a late stage sinistral
transpression. They refer to this transpression as the Acadian event interpreted on
stratigraphic grounds as climaxing during Emsian times (394-387Ma, Harland et al.
1982) and recording the northward impingement of the Anglo-Welsh terrane onto the
Laurentian margin. Woodcock et al. (1988) note similar sinistral convergence (although
not as profound) for the Acadian orogeny in Wales.

Anderson & Oliver (1986) report structural and stratigraphic evidence in
support of major (> 400kms) sinistral translation along the Orlock Bridge fault; the
bounding fault of the Southern Uplands/Longford Down northern and central belts. Floyd et
al. (1987) dispute this interpretation however claiming it to hinge on a 'misinterpretation

of the available stratigraphic dating.’
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2.2.2 SEDIMENTOLOGICAL EVIDENCE.

Studies of the sedimentary provenance in coeval terrane successions may be able
to provide an important record of former tectonic relationships between presently
juxtaposed blocks. Their potential importance has been outlined by Haughton (1988) as
follows:-

- To constrain the timing and scale of relative displacements between terranes.

- To constrain the timing and type of eventual terrane amalgamation.

- To image the former presence of terranes not obviously preserved in the final crustal
mosaic.

Jones et al. (1983) further illustrate the relative importance of this work in
that provenence linkage forms one of their three 'main criteria' in establishing terrane
accretion/amalgamation (Figure 2.5).

In the British sector of the Caledonides, the recognition of proven sediment
sources as feeding particular basins has provoked much controversy (c.f. Simon & Bluck,
1982., with Allen & Crowley, 1983, for the ORS). Even accepting evidence for a particular
source as unequivocal; arguments surrounding the resultant tectonic implications may still
remain. An example of this type relates to the Ordovician versus Silurian collision/closure
of the lapetus basin (c.f. Murphy & Hutton, 1986., Hutton & Murphy, 1987. with Soper &
Hutton, 1984., Soper et al., 1987). In the Murphy/Hutton models, a distinctive siliceous
microconglomerate facies of Wenlock age is recognised as deposited across the trace of the
lapetus suture in Ireland. The unit was interpreted as representative of an overstep
sequence between terranes (see Figure 2.5 a) and hence thought to reflect a final stage in
terrane amalgamation. Soper et al. (1987) suggest that one of the first signs of impending
collision may be the appearence on one terrane of sediment sourced on the other. In this
instance therefore, they interprete the presence .of the microconglomerate as reflecting
merely a precursor to terrane amalgamation.

Other evidence which has been used in documenting Caledonian terrane history is
the present occurrence of what appear incompatable source-sediment dispersal
relationships in the exposed column. Several examples are neatly illustrated within the

Midland Valley as follows:-

i) The diverse lithological assemblages of the Highland Border Complex (Tremadoc-Ashgill;
Whelan, 1988) contain no apparent sedimentary record of the now adjacent Dalradian block
despite its contemporaneous uplift and deformation (Dempster, 1985). Such a lack of
association therefore requires substantial subsequent relative movement to have occurred

(Bluck, 1985., Bluck & Leake, 1986).
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FIGURE 2.5: Geological criteria used in the establishment of terrane amalgamation and

accretion (after Jones et al. 1983).
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iiy Conglomerates of the Kincardineshire Old Red Sandstone contain palaeocurrent indicators
which suggest both northerly and southerly source derivation. Those of southerly
provenance record the unroofing of a heterogenous lithological sequence not presently
preserved at outcrop. Subsequent burial of this source below an Upper Palaeozoic cover
succession and/or its removal by strike slip migration is therefore implied (Haughton,
1988).

iii) Exposed within the Silurian inliers of the southern Midland Valley is the 'Igneous
Conglomerate' interpreted as of southeasterly derivation (McGiven,1967). Such a source
provenence is contrary to the present disposition of the Southern Uplands greywacke pile
presently exposed to the south of the inliers and requires overthrusting or strike slip
shuffling of terranes subsequent to conglomerate deposition (Bluck, 1983).

The largest uncertainty inherent in provenence studies involving palaeocurrent
indicators is the assumption of no subsequent block rotation. Such an assumption may be
ill-founded when applied to regions believed to have undergone substantial strike-slip
deformation, block rotation having been unequivocally demonstrated over a range of scales in
such areas (e.g. Beck, 1976., 1980., Ron et al. 1984., Ron, 1987). The close integration
of palaeomagnetic with sedimentological studies therefore remains a potentially

advantageous area of research in the Caledonides.

2.2.3 FURTHER EVIDENCE FOR THE FORMER SEPARATION OF TERRANES.
iy Faunal Evidence.

The uses of palaeontology in studying terrane history and evolution can be
subdivided into two categories. These are its use as an indicator of palaeo-faunal
provinciality and its traditional use in the age dating of given lithological successions.

In the former case, the usefulness of faunal provinces in imaging the former
existence of lapetus has already been recounted (Figure 2.4). For the latter, the
palaeontological dating of successions is inherent in all studies of terrane evolution not least
within the British Caledonides where it has proved invaluable in the recognition of

individual terranes (e.g. Highland Border terrane; Curry et al. 1984).

i) Palaeomagnetic Studies.

The input of palaeomagnetic studies to Caledonian terrane evolution has been
reviewed for the Ordovician - Devonian periods in Chapters 3 & 5. It is hoped that the work
presented in this thesis both from the Arenig Ballantrae Ophiolite (Chapter 4), the

Siluro-Devonian sediments and volcanics of St. Abbs Head (Chapter 6) and the Loch
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Lintrathen & Glenbervie porphyries (Chapter 7) contribute substantially to this.

2.2.4 CONSIDERATION OF PALAEOTECTONIC ENVIRONMENT.

The assignment of a palaeo-tectonic origin to particular Caledonian terranes has
proved the subject of much debate and diversity of opinion (see ‘the Southern Uplands
Controversy' Journal of the Geological Society, London, 144, part 5, 1987). Nevertheless,
the allocation of a tectonic setting to a given terrane may have implications for its evolution
with respect to neighbouring terranes.

A case illustrating this point can be described for the Girvan (Ordovician) terrane
(Bluck, 1985) with respect to the neighbouring Southern Uplands terrane(s). The Girvan
succession comprises a variety of conglomerates, sandstone turbidites and shallow water
limestones ranging in age from Llanvirn to Ashgill (Ingham, 1978). It has been suggested
to represent a remnant proximal fore-arc environment (Bluck, 1983). The sequence is
presently preserved in fault contact with the coeval Coulter-Noblehouse succession of the
Southern Uplands' northern belt which has been equated both in lithology and structure to
that expected to occur within an accretionary prism (McKerrow et al. 1977). Their present
juxtaposition therefore requires the removal (either through strike-slip shuffling or
overthrusting) of a missing fore-arc succession (Bluck, 1983) implying a minimum of

45kms shortening to have occurred (see Dickinson, 1973).

2.2.5 GENERAL.

The assessment of the relative contributions of differing geological methods to our
present understanding of the tectonic evolution of the Caledonides is necessarily somewhat
artificial.

In reality, the successful elucidation of even a single terrane history will draw on
evidence from a broad cross-section of techniques. Hence, considering the Ballantrae
Complex for example, significant contributions pertaining to its traceable history include
studies of palaeontology (Rushton et al. 1986), geochemistry (Thirlwall & Bluck, 1984),
radiometric dating (Hamilton et al. 1984), sedimentology (Bluck, 1982), igneous
petrology (Bloxam, 1968) and palaeomagnetism (Chapter 4).
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CHAPTER 3 : BRITISH ORDOVICIAN PALAEOMAGNETISM.

3.1 INTRODUCTION

Ordovician rocks occur as scattered outcrops ranging throughout the British Isles.
Consideration of their palaeo-tectonic environments supports the existence of the lapetus
Ocean during this period (Wilson 1966, 2.1-2.2). The study of palaeomagnetism provides
the only quantitative method through which to assess the width of lapetus at this time
together with its variation thereafter.

To this end, considerable palaeomagnetic work has been performed on Ordovician
rocks in Britain over the past thirty years. The majority of data come from volcanic
successions. These are augmented by results from their plutonic equivalents and to a lesser
extent from contemporaneous sediments. Due to the long history of palaeomagnetic research
involving Ordovician rocks, they provide an ideal opportunity to reflect upon changes in
laboratory methods and techniques through time. The effect of these changes on the quality of
the derived palaeomagnetic record can then be perceived.

Two study areas are considered which have been subjected to several independent
investigations and which subsequently chronicle developments in applied research methods.
These areas are as follows:-

(3.1.1) Newer or Younger Gabbros of Aberdeenshire, Scotland.

(3.1.2) Builth Volcanic Series, Wales.

3.1.1 NEWER GABBROS, ABERDEENSHIRE.

The first palaeomagnetic investigation of the Newer Gabbros was that of Blundell &
Read (1958). They measured the NRM of samples covering all the major masses in an
attempt to determine whether the gabbros had been subjected to large scale Caledonian
folding (F3). No laboratory demagnetisation was performed but samples were subject to
storage tests. On the basis of broadly consistent in situ results between masses, they
concluded that intrusion must post-date F3. Stewart & Johnson (1960) challenged this
interpretation believing the internal variation in NRM data to result from structural
deformation. Further to this, they suggested that deformation may have occurred at
temperatures exceeding the blocking temperatures of the constituent magnetic minerals.

Sallomy & Piper (1973) undertook a second study of the gabbros aimed at
resolving this problem. This formed one of a series of six thematic papers entitled
'Palaeomagnetic studies in the British Caledonides'. Both alternating field and thermal
cleaning techniques were employed although to a somewhat restricted extent. One specimen
from each site was subjected to progressive AF (Alternating Field) demagnetisation. On the
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basis of this, an optimum cleaning field was calculated (Briden, 1972) at which remaining
samples were treated. Final sample directions for statistical analysis therefore generally
relate to a single demagnetisation treatment. In addition, one or two samples from each site
were thermally demagnetised in steps up to 685°C.

A fold test relative to igneous layering was found to be negative and the measured
magnetisation therefore considered to post-date the major F3 folding. The Insch mass proved
anomalous however having an in situ site mean direction somewhat removed from those of
the other masses. In addition, correction for the igneous layering appeared to reduce this
discrepancy. A purely tectonic origin was considered untenable however as the Insch mass
forms an extension of the Boganclough mass which yielded concordant results. Following
consideration therefore, a combined magnetic pole was calculated using the in situ
directions of magnetisation.

The calculated pole of Blundell & Read (1958) differs from that obtained by
Sallomy & Piper (1973) by sixteen degrees. The latter must be considered a better estimate
however following the removal of low blocking temperature/coercivity contaminating
effects. An overall shallowing of the resulting combined magnetisation direction with
cleaning is consistent with removal of soft recent field effects from the NRM.

Carmichael & Storetvedt (1981) report a third examination of the magnetic
properties of the gabbros. Initial study was aimed at palaeointensity determination of the
Ordovician field. However, this proving unsuccessful, attention was diverted to thorough
demagnetisation analyses. Specimens were cut from twelve oriented block samples and
subjected to either stepwise thermal demagnetisation, progressive AF demagnetisation, or a
combination of the two methods. Reported results differ markedly from those already
described.

In addition to directions consistent with the results of previous studies, Carmichael
& Storetvedt report two other axes of magnetisation. These they refer to as axes A and B, of
flat lying SSE and flat lying SSW directions respectively. Magnetisations of both polarites
are recorded for each axis. The stability ranges of the axes do not appear to be systematic
however and components of dissimilar stability are grouped within supposed single axis
populations.

The authors use an arbitrary vector subtraction method for selection of their data
points. End point directions were calculated as the mean of at least three closely grouped
points over a repeatable range of demagnetisation treatment. The results of previous
investigations were regarded as not completely resolving axes A or B due to insufficient
laboratory cleaning. Carmichael & Storetvedt took their A and B axes to define a segment of

apparent polar wander for the Ordovician period. Non-agreement with reported resulis
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elsewhere in Britain (e.g. Briden & Morris, 1973., Morris et al. 1973) was seen as
grounds for the re-examination of these earlier studies. Further to this, they note the wide
scatter in Ordovician field determinations and suggest that up to this time (1981), there
exists no satisfactory explanation of this. They suggest a failure of the dipole approximation
as a possibility, citing evidence for a weak field intensity in the Palaeozoic era (Carmichael,
1967).

Watts & Briden (1984) replotted the data of Sallomy & Piper (1973) on a map of
K-Ar biotite chrontours. They found a variation in magnetic direction with younging
chrontour age which was paralleled by a shift in the correct sense along the published
British Apparent Polar Wander Path (APWP) of Briden & Duff (1981). More extensive
sampling was employed to further explore this relationship.

Both stepwise thermal and AF cleaning techniques were carried out. Emphasis was
placed on the former to complement the AF analyses of Sallomy & Piper (1973). Orthogonal
projections (Zijderveld, 1967) were used for standard demagnetisation analysis in contrast
to the stereographic projections of the previous studies. The weighted principal component
analysis algorithm (LINEFIND) of Kent et al. (1983) was also used in assignment of
significance to demagnetisation trajectories.

The demagnetisation results of Watts & Briden (1984) establish the relationship
between the APWP and the K-Ar chrontours. This conclusion was obviously at variance with
that of Carmichael & Storetvedt (1981) and a re-examination of results from the earlier
study was made. Watts & Briden (1984) convincingly demonstrate inaccuracies in the
interpretation of Carmichael & Storetvedt (1981) whilst portraying the advantageous use
of orthogonal projections over their stereographic equivalents (Figure 3.1).

Two problems are outstanding with respect to the magnetic signature of the
gabbros. These are the assignment of an absolute age to the measured magnetisation/apparent
polar wander and an explanation for its completely reversed polarity. Radiometric
determinations are able to place constraints on the first of these problems.

The K-Ar biotite chrontours of Dewey & Pankhurst (1970) record the differential
cooling of the terrain through approximately 300°C. The Rb-Sr whole rock age of 489 +/-
17 Ma (Pankhurst, 1970) can be interpreted as a crystallisation age at least for the Insch
and Haddo House masses (Carmichael & Storetvedt, 1981).

If the magnetic signature dates from a period bounded by these limits, this would
place the age of magnetisation between late Tremadocian and late Caradocian times of the
Ordovician (from Harland et al. 1982). To further constrain this age range, a better
estimate of the temperature at which the magnetisation was acquired is needed. Given a

purely TRM origin this may be possible using laboratory unblocking temperatures and the
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FIGURE 3.1: COMPARISON OF DATA PRESENTATICN & INTERPRETATION: ABERDEENSHIRE
GABBROS;
(A,C) Carmichael & Storetvedt (1981)., (B,D) Redrawn by Watts & Briden (1984).

SPECIMEN H-1-2,, (A,B).
(A) Carmichael & Storetvedt report the existence of interacting N & R components. Thermal
demagnetisation data are displayed in stereographic projection.
(B) Watls & Briden display the redrawn data in orthogonal projection. They draw attention to
the erratic demagnetisation trajectory thought to be indicative of laboratory noise influence.

SPECIMEN 1-2-3,, (C,D).

(C) Carmichael & Storetvedt contend the existence of magnetisations of opposing polarities
revealed upon A.F. demagnetisation. Data’ presented using JAI and stereographic plots.
(D) Watts & Briden show the high treatment ‘component' to result from non-repeatable
demagnetisation steps close to the origin.
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reference curves of Pullaiah et al. (1975). Briden et al. (1986) favour a CRM origin for
the remanence however, the thermodynamic constraints on which are still poorly
understood. A close agreement exists between the inferred youngest of the gabbro directions
and stratigraphically constrained Silurian/Devonian results. This favours a low
temperature origin for the observed swathe of results (Torsvik, 1985).

Watts & Briden (1984) note the inferred prolonged period (c.40Ma) required to
magnetise the terrain and propose that the field almost certainly changed polarity over this
duration. This proposal is consistent with the preliminary polarity time scale for the
Palaeozoic era (Piper, 1987. p.337., largely from Khramov & Rodinov, 1980). Both this
time scale and a numerical assessment of published results (by Watts & Briden) indicate a
bias toward reverse polarity over this interval. The almost complete reverse polarisation of
the gabbros is therefore explicable if the time for site magnetisation is long compared to the
duration of the polarity chrons (Watts & Briden, 1984., see also Morgan, 1976).

3.1.2 BUILTH VOLCANIC SERIES, WALES.

A preliminary palaeomagnetic investigation of the Builth Wells-Llandrindod inlier
was carried out by Nesbitt (1967) as part of a wider study aimed at deriving an Ordovician
geomagnetic pole. The inlier comprises a predominance of volcanic rocktypes which are
relatively undeformed and of low metamorphic grade. The volcanics are dated from the
graptolite fauna of intercalated shale horizons as of Upper Llanvirn age (Jones & Pugh,
1949).

Twelve hand specimens were collected by Nesbitt (1967) in the initial study of
which three were subsequently rejected. This was presumably due to either directionally
anomalous or unstable results. Details of laboratory treatment are absent but the use of both
thermal and AF methods is mentioned. Comparison with other reported results in the paper
would suggest alternating fields of up to 85 Oersteds to have been used. The nine samples
from which results are reported yield a north pole at 162°E 15°N.

Piper & Briden (1973) report results from fifteen sites in the Builth Volcanic
Series together with twelve sites from intruding Ashgillian dolerites. The study forms a part
of the same thematic series as that of Sallomy & Piper (1973, Aberdeenshire Gabbros) and
laboratory methods are consequently comparable.

One or two specimens from each site were subjected to progressive AF
demagnetisation up to a maximum field of 100 milliTesla. One specimen from each site was
also cleaned using partial thermal demagnetisation. Optimum AF treatment was calculated
using the Briden Stability Index (1972). Consequently, reported magnetisation directions
are generally the result of a single treatment at fields of 30 mT or less. At higher fields
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several specimens acquired new magnetisations attributable to the limitations of the
demagnetisation apparatus/technique (McElhinny, 1966).

Piper & Briden (1873) considered the sites from the Builth Volcanic Series to
show a simple systematic variation with AF cleaning. A gradual approximately exponential
decrease in magnetic moment was accompanied by only slight changes in the direction of
NRM. Results of thermal demagnetisation at treatments of 200, 320 and 450°C were found
to be "in general accord" with those of the AF method. Laboratory cleaning of the Ashgillian
dolerites produced less systematic behaviour than the volcanics. As these intrusives have not
been resampled however, they will not be further considered here. On the basis of the AF
cleaning of samples from 15 sites (68 specimens) in the volcanics, Piper & Briden
(1973) report a south pole at 359°E 16°S.

The considerable scatter in Ordovician palaeomagnetic directions has been used as
evidence to support contrasting apparent polar wander paths for this period (3.2). A
generally accepted discordance in the database exists across the lapetus suture (Solway
Line) however. This has been interpreted as representing a measurable width of the lapetus
Ocean (Deutsch 1980, 1981. Briden et al. 1984). The palaecomagnetic pole from the Builth
Volcanic Series conflicted with this generality however and precluded confident estimation of
the former width of the ocean.

Briden & Mullan (1984) reinvestigated the Builth pole to determine whether
insufficient laboratory demagnetisation might explain this apparent conflict of results.
Eleven stratigraphic horizons (49 specimens) were collected over the same 400 metre
section to that sampled by Piper & Briden (1973). Detailed thermal demagnetisation was
performed on the larger part of this collection together with AF treatment of a single
specimen from each site for comparitive purposes. Demagnetisation data were displayed in
both orthogonal and stereographic projection and processed using the principal component
analysis routine of Kent et al. (1983).

A far more complex build up of NRM than previously reported was uncovered.
Detailed thermal demagnetisation reveals three distinct components of NRM (termed P, S &
R) between which there was very little blocking temperature or directional overlap (Figure
3.2 b-d). Comparative AF demagnetisation failed to completely resolve all three components
of magnetisation except in the case of a single specimen. The overlapping coercivity spectra
of components led to magnetisation directions intermediate between those resolved by
thermal treatment.

As with the previous studies, the lack of a suitable geological structure prevented
the performance of a statistically significant fold test. To overcome this, Briden & Mullan

(1984) sampled an agglomerate horizon to enable provision of a conglomerate test. On the
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AF cleoned

FIGURE 3.2 a: NRM and A.F. cleaned (15-30 mT) site mean data following dip correction:
Piper & Briden, (1973).

FIGURE 3.2 b: In situ and dip corrected component directions determined from stepwise thermal
and A.F. demagnetisation: Briden & Mullan, (1984).
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FIGURE 3.2 ¢, d: Thermal (c) and A.F. (d) orthogonal demagnetisation projections from Briden &
Mullan (1984).
P- ‘primary’ (Ordovician)., S-'secondary’ (Permo-Carboniferous)., R- 'recent" field
components are indicated.
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basis of this test and by reference to the known APWP for Southern Britain; magnetic ages
were then attributed to each component.

A comparison of the demagnetisation data of Piper & Briden (1973) and Briden &
Mullan (1984) is made in Figure 3.2. An explanation for the differences in the derived
palaeomagnetic poles of the two studies then becomes apparent. Briden & Mullan report the
presence of three components P, S and R to which they assign Ordovician,
Permo-Carboniferous and Recent field origins respectively (Figure 3.2, b-d). Piper &
Briden (1973) assign an Ordovician age to the resultant magnetic vector following AF
cleaning to fields between 15 and 30 milliTesla (3.2 a). Figure 3.2 d shows the
multicomponent build up of NRM when subjected to progressive AF cleaning (Briden &
Mullan, 1984.) It is seen that the 'primary’ Ordovician component (P) is removed at fields
greater than 40 mT. Correspondingly, the 'secondary’ Permo-Carboniferous direction (S)
is removed over treatments between 10 and 40 mT.

It is evident therefore that the resultant magnetic vector measured by Piper &
Briden (1973) contained subtantial contamination from a Permo-Carboniferous
magnetisation. As this secondary magnetisation is entirely of reverse polarity (southerly
sub-horizontal attitude), its presence led to an overall shallowing of the reported
magnetisation direction. This in turn would lead to an apparent ‘closing' of lapetus with
Builth having an artificially low palaeolatitude. The revised Ordovician pole calculated by
Briden & Mullan (1984) is located at 2.8°S 355.2°E which is in better agreement with

comporaneous results to the south of the Solway Line.

3.1.3 CHANGES IN LABORATORY/PROCESSING METHODS.

The two case studies which have been recounted neatly outline how changes in both
laboratory and data processing techniques have greatly affected the quality and
interpretation of palaeomagnetic results. Several key points become apparent which are

summarised as follows:-

i) The introduction of orthogonal projections (Zijderveld, 1967) into standard
demagnetisation analysis has had the advantage of incorporating both directional and
intensity data in a single plot. Unfortunately, the use of orthogonal projections did not
become commonplace amongst all workers until the mid 1970's - early 1980's. The merits
of their use are well displayed in Figure 3.1. Stereographic projections still have important
applications however notably for the display of data collections and for the uncovering of
'hidden' magnetisation components using either remagnetisation circle (Halls, 1976) or

difference vector circle methods (Hoffman & Day, 1978).




37

ii) In both case studies, an earlier investigation using 'pilot' specimen techniques was
superseded by later work involving full scale demagnetisation of all specimens. This
progression has been helped by recent technological advances which have greatly reduced the
laboratory time and effort required for such an undertaking. The general inadequacy of the
pilot specimen technique becomes apparent in Figure 3.2 where the 'optimum' treatment of
Piper & Briden (1973) lies within the stability field of a secondary magnetisation
component (Briden & Mullan, 1984). An analogous situation is evident in early
palaeomagnetic studies of the Old Red Sandstone (5.2.3) where blanket thermal treatments
at 300°C (Turner & Archer, 1975. Tarling, 1976) appear insufficient to fully describe
the complex magnetic signature of the sediments.

iii) More detailed cleaning of all specimens has the consequence of greatly increasing the
volume of acquired demagnetisation data. In this respect, care must be taken in using only
the statistically significant part of the overall dataset. Recent applications of statistical
techniques to demagnetisation data have been aimed at the attachment of significance and
error to determined magnetisation directions (Kirschvink, 1980., Kent et al. 1983). Use of
one or other of these statistical treatments should negate the possiblityofattaching
significance to what may indeed be experimental artifacts within the data.

McFadden & Schmidt (1986) point out that whilst the estimated errors of
particular directions are fundamental to the computer-based statistical methods, they have
yet to be utilised in the overall mean analysis of data. They propose a weighted statistical
analysis accounting the individual precision of each component direction. The application of
this modified analysis changes the computed means of their examples by a few degrees. It is
expected that their statistical treatment will find widespread usage amongst workers in the

near future although it has not been applied in this thesis.

iv) Despite the advances with respect to both laboratory and computing facilities, some of
the most fundamental problems relating to palaeomagnetic analyses still remain. These
notably include the provision of sufficiently stringent age and structural controls to the
measured remanences.

Once again the reported case studies provide a good basis on which to discuss these
problems. For the Aberdeenshire Gabbros, the problem lies in correctly assigning a
magnetisation age to the inferred apparent polar wander (APW) for the Grampian block.
This is particularly problematical given the probable CRM or TCRM nature of the

remanence. Differences in age interpretation allow the rival polar wander hypotheses of
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Briden et al. (1984) and Piper (1987), (3.2).

In the case of the Builth Volcanic Series, the age of the demonstrated primary
magnetisation is afforded through palaeontological evidence. Structural constraints are less
stringent however. In particular, Piper & Briden (1973) note the succession to have been
affected by dextral tear faulting prior to deposition of the earliest Silurian rocks in Late
Llandovery times. Consideration of the possible rotation of both faults and fault blocks is
therefore necessitated. Indeed, sizable rotations have been demonstrated within analogous
areas of strike slip faulting (e.g. Ron et al. 1984). Where possible therefore,
palaeomagnetic studies are extended over the maximum area of outcrop so as to image any

local structural rotation.

3.2 APPARENT POLAR WANDER MODELS.

The scatter in determined Ordovician poles has led to the development of differing
versions of the British Apparent Polar Wander Path (APWP) for the Lower Palaeozoic.
Three published paths are outlined and the evidence on which each is based is then assessed.
The published models are as follows:

3.2.1) Briden, Turnell & Watts, (1984).

3.2.2) Storetvedt & Deutsch, (1986).

3.2.3) Piper, (1987).

3.2.1 BRIDEN, TURNELL & WATTS. (1984).

Briden et al. (1984) attempt to construct Ordovician - Devonian APWP's for
three major tectonic blocks within the British Isles. These are :-

a) North of the Great Glen Fault.

b) South of the Great Glen Fault and North of the lapetus Suture.

c) South of the lapetus Suture.
The determined paths from each of these form Figure 3.3 a, b & ¢ respectively.
Differences in the respective APWP's may reflect palaeo-translations along the
discontinuities separating the blocks. In this light, conclusions were drawn with respect to
the former width of lapetus and potential large offset along the Great Glen Fault (GGF).

Ordovician poles from north and south of the lapetus Suture appear systematically
offset by approximately 10° of latitude. On the basis of this, Briden et al. contend a
minimum former width for the lapetus ocean of 1000 kilometres. Unlike estimations based
on consideration of singular poles (e.g. Deutsch, 1980), no formal error can be computed
with respect to this figure. The comparison of segments of polar wander between continental

blocks affords a more comprehensive approach to the problem however and incorporates a




Abbreviations arc explained below but original references are only given for data not included by Briden
ct al. (1984). (a) Data from north of the Great Glen. In the Borrolan Complex BL = Ledmorite, BP =
Pscudoleucite and BSy = syenite, LL = Loch Loyal, LA = Lock Ailsh, Dy = Assynt dykes, AD = Achmel-
vich dyke. Newer Granites: R = Ratagan (Turncll 1985), HG = Helmsdale (Torsvik er al. 1983), SG =
Strontian (Torsvik 1984). Solid triangles = sitc mean poles from Moine metasediments; inverted triangles
= high blocking temperature components and upright triangles = intermediate blocking temperature
components, Orcadian Old Red Sandstone poles are John O'Groats Sandstone (JG) and Lower and Middle
Old Red Sandstone (LM). Poles from Stornoway Beds (ST) and Duncansby Volcanic Neck (DA) are also
shown although these magncelizations are likely to be Permian or younger (cf. Permian (PE) and Triassic
(TrE) poles for Europe). (b) Data {rom south of the Great Glen. BG and BSP = gabbro and serpentinite
of Ballantrac complex: MW = Mweclrea ignimbrites; BZ = Dalradian Barrovian Metamorphics (Watts
1985); PA = Port Askaig tillite (Stupavsky ¢r al. 1982) Newer Granites: 'G = Foyers (Torsvik 1984),
PG = Pcterhead (Trosvik 1985), CM = Comric (Turncll 1985), A = Arrochar and GF = Garabal Hill-Glen
FFyne, CG = Cheviot; MV and LP = ‘Old Red Sandstone’ lavas of Midland Valley and Lorne Plateau; CV =
Cheviot Volcanics. Site mecans from Aberdeenshire Newer Gabbros are denoted by solid circle, diamond
and inverted triangle according to whether the localitics have inferred K-Ar cooling ages of >463, 463~
443 or <443 Myr respectively. Middle and Upper Old Red Sandstone at Foyers (IFS) and Jedburgh (J) are
also plotted, and the Carbonifcrous Kinghorn Lavas (K) (Everitt & Belshé 1960).

FIGURE 3.3 ORDOVICIAN TO DEVONIAN PALAEOMAGNETIC POLE POSITIONS FROM THE BRITISH
ISLES; Briden, Turnell & Watts. (1984,1 986).

a) NORTH OF THE GREAT GLEN FAULT.
b) SOUTH OF THE GREAT GLEN FAULT & NORTH OF THE IAPETUS SUTURE.
¢) SOUTH OF THE IAPETUS SUTURE.
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much wider dataset. As such, determined estimates of former separation can be treated with
greater confidence.

The palaeomagnetic result from the Carrock Fell Complex (Briden & Morris,
1973) contradicts the established relationship. This may be explicable either in terms of
unresolved structure (suggested by Briden & Morris) or result from insufficient
laboratory demagnetisation (analogous 1o the revision of the Builth Volcanic Series data,
3.1.2). Recently, Harris & Dagger (1987) suggest a structural reinterpretation which
removes the discrepancy in pole position.

The APWP from north of the GGF shows a striking similarity to those of the other
tectonic units. This is based largely on results from the Borollan Complex (Turnell &
Briden, 1983) and on overprint magnetisations from the Moine metasediments (Watts,
1982). The similarity constitutes strong contradictory evidence to the model of Van der Voo
& Scotese (1981) which invokes 2000 kilometres sinistral displacement along the GGF in
Carboniferous times (5.3).

The APWP (Figure 3.3 ¢) constructed by Briden et al. does not include several
steep inclination results (e.g Thomas & Briden,1976., Piper et al. 1978) reported from
the southern margin of lapetus. This is consistent with the interpretation of Thomas &
Briden (1976) that their data reflect an anomalous geomagnetic period of approximately 10
million years. Piper (1979), accounting available radiometric and stratigraphic
constraints, suggests this anomalous period to date from Caradocian times. Furthermore he
points out that the occurrence of both polarities within the dataset might favour more than

one such event.

3.2.2. STORETVEDT & DEUTSCH, (1986).

Storetvedt & Deutsch (1986) select data from the published studies of Turnell &
Briden (1983), Stupavsky et al. (1982) and Torsvik (1984,1985b) which are then
formulated into a proposed Ordovician - Silurian APWP for Scotland. Their revised polar
wander path consists of three distinct magnetisation axes (I, /Il & I1ll) dated as of
Mid-Ordovician, Mid-Late Ordovician and Silurian ages respectively (Figure 3.4).

The contention of Watts & Briden (1984) and Briden et al. (1984) that the
Aberdeenshire Gabbros record a segment of polar wander is rejected by Storetvedt &
Deutsch. They argue that the observed directional swathe reflects the mixing of two separate
magnetisation axes of equivalent stability. One axis is derived from that reported by
Stupavsky et al. (1982) in the Upper Pre-Cambrian Port Askaig Tillite. The second axis is
the well established Late Silurian - Early Devonian direction recorded in ORS volcanics and

intrusives (e.g. Thorning, 1974., Briden, 1970., Torsvik, 1985a).
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FIGURE 3.4 : MID-ORDOVICIAN TO SILURIAN FIELD PATTERN RELATIVE TO SCOTLAND;
Storetvedt & Deutsch (1986).

a) Stereographic Projection.
b) Summary of Incorporated Data.
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In reply, Briden et al. (1986) criticise this model emphasizing there to be no
evidence for two overlapping components in their data. This is despite considerable ranges in
petrology, intensity and blocking temperature observed over their 500 square kilometre
sampling area. Furthermore they restate that the observed variation in K-Ar biotite ages
(Dewey & Pankhurst, 1970) relates to waning of orogeny and not to later magmatic events

as suggested by Storetvedt & Deutsch.

Magnetisation Axis (I).

Storetvedt & Deutsch define their axis () as of mid-Ordovician age derived from
a recalculation of selected results from Turnell & Briden (19883).
Unfortunately age constraints relating to the intrusion of the NW Scotland syenites are poor.
U-Pb zircon analyses resuited in a spread of results from Lower Silurian - Lower Devonian
with a suggested intrusion age of 430 Myrs (van Breeman, Aftalion & Johnson. 1979).
Turnell & Briden (1983) concluded their magnetic ages to range from late Ordovician to
late Silurian times. Storetvedt & Deutsch (1986) prefer a mid-Ordovician origin for the
earliest recorded magnetisations. All in all, the only warranted conclusion appears to be that
both magmatic and magnetic ages remain particularly ill-constrained.

Storetvedt & Deutsch reject some of the data of Turnell & Briden as of composite
origin drawing attention to smearing of component directions (their Figure 2c, p.1196).
They then combine the results of two intrusions to give a best estimate of the
mid-Ordovician field axis (l). Briden et al. (1986) contest this statistical combination
(which enhances the apparent precision of the resulting pole) claiming the two results to be
unrelated.

Finally, Storetvedt & Deutsch rotate their combined result through 20° about a
local Euler pole. They suggest this to account the net relative rotation of NW Scotland

produced by successive translations along the Great Glen Fault (Storetvedt,1987., 5.3).

Magnetisation Axis (ll).

Storetvedt & Deutsch quote a revised magnetic overprint direction from the Port
Askaig Tillite (Stupavsky et al. 1982) as their mid - late Ordovician axis (Il). They suggest
the smeared component distribution from the Borrolan Outer Phase (Turnell & Briden,
1983., Figure 2c of Storetvedt & Deutsch, 1986) to result from the incomplete resolution
of this axis.

Once again the attachment of age and structural constraints to the considered
magnetisation (in this case of the fillite) is difficult. Consideration of both the analysis of
Storetvedt & Deutsch (1986) and Stupavsky et al. (1982) gives rise to several points.
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These are discussed as follows:-

1) Storetvedt and Deutsch choose a SE (southeast) horizontal componént as
representative of the mid-late Ordovician field. Briden et al. (1986) note this to be both
shallower and more easterly than that originally regarded as the best estimate. This
difference arises partly from the laboratory methods employed by Stupavsky et al. Pilot
specimen cleaning was carried out followed by demagnetisation of all remaining specimens at
20 mT, 550°, 650° and 670°C. Individual poles were calculated for both clasts and matrix
of the tillite following each treatment. Best precision was obtained at 550°C and
subsequently taken to be a best estimate. At higher treatments, the precision of the
determined poles decreases substantially (Stupavsky et al, Table 4 p. 65). This latter
point may be attributed either to the influence of randomly orientated laboratory noise or to
an invalid assumption that all specimens demagnetise in a similar fashion; the basis of the
pilot specimen approximation. In either case, the attachment of special significance to the
poorly determined high treatment directions (as adopted by Storetvedt and Deutsch) should

be treated with extreme caution.

2), Stupavsky et al. show the characteristic magnetisation of the tillite to be a
remanence overprint on the basis of a conglomerate test. They regard the overprint to be of
pre-folding origin and infer a Lower Ordovician magnetisation age. Storetvedt and Deutsch
revise the inferred magnetisation age to mid-late Ordovician but do not cite any new
evidence to support this revision. This interpretation seems surprising considering that
maximum deformation and metamorphism are thought to have occurred between 510 and
490 Ma (quoted by Stupavsky et al. 1982, Dewey and Pankhurst 1970). A minimum age for
any pre-deformational overprint must therefore be early Ordovician time.

3), The contention of both Stupavsky et al. (1982) and Tarling (1974) that the
tillite magnetisation is pre-deformational appears open to question. Neither study is able to
statistically demonstrate this point as the tillite is sampled over an area of uniform dip.
Arguments therefore relate to the approximation of magnetisation directions to the British
Phanerozoic APWP. Tarling (1974) reports two distinct magnetisation axes from the
tillite; one is the aforementioned SE and approximately horizontal component (dip
corrected); the second has a northeasterly (NE) declination and moderate-steep negative
inclination when corrected. Stupavsky et al. (1982) interpret this latter direction to

represent the widely reported late Silurian-early Devonian axis (e.g. Briden 1970,
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Latham and Briden 1975), suggesting a pre-deformational origin. A similar
pre-deformational age was then inferred for the SE component due to its greater stability
during demagnetisation. Despite this representing a plausible palaesomagnetic solution to the
respective component ages, it fails to account for the geological controls however, since the
Grampian deformation(s) are responsible for the present orientation of the tillite. (The
logical implication that the Grampian Orogeny continued into Silurian-Devonian times is at
variance with established geological constraints.) Also, their failure to reproduce the NE
component on resampling further invalidates its use in constraining the age to deformation
relationship of the SE componen:.

Stupavsky et al. contend that the resulting demagnetisation path of the tillite
clasts lies within the Palaeozoic APWP when corrected, but outwith the path when
uncorrected. Their uncorrected poles move successively away from a present day field
direction at the sampling site however and are considered (here) to represent the removal
of a recent viscous magnetisation (VRM). (In situ and corrected demagnetisation paths
followed by tillite clasts are illustrated in Figure 3.5.) As such, the polar path followed
during demagnetisation does not provide useful evidence with respect to the age of the SE
directed remanence.

Finally, Stupavsky et al. point out that their best estimate results agree better
with other Ordovician age data after tectonic correction. This is indeed the case given the
then available Ordovician database (Stupavsky et al. Figure 6 p. 64). The subsequent
revision of particular results, (e.g. the Aberdeenshire gabbros) and addition of new data
(e.g. Watts 1985) yields an APWP which better approximates the uncorrected tillite data,
however.

Both corrected and uncorrected results are plotted on the APWP of Torsvik
(1985) on Figure 3.6. The better approximation is still not significant at the 95%
confidence level however (as both corrected and uncorrected poles overlap with the
Ordovician cluster) but the weight of evidence now favours a post- rather than
pre-deformational magnetisation age. The remagnetisation of the Port Askaig tillite may
well be analogous to that observed upon waning of orogeny both for the Aberdeenshire
Gabbros (Watts & Briden,1984) and Barrovian zones (Watts,1985).

Given these facts, evidence supporting the proposed Scottish APWP of Storetvedt &
Deutsch (1986), which relies heavily on the corrected tillite result, is considerably

weakened.

Magnetisation Axis (lIl)
Storetvedt & Deutsch again select data from Turnell & Briden (1983) together
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PORT ASKAIG TILLITE (CLASTS):
MEAN DIRECTIONS DURING DEMAGNETISATION.

(Calculated from Stupavsky et al. 1982)

NORTH

a) IN SITU.

WEST EAST

SOUTH

b) STRUCTURALLY CORRECTED.

NORTH

WEST EAST

SOUTH

FIGURE 3.5 : IN SITU (a) & CORRECTED (b) DEMAGNETISATION MEAN DIRECTIONS OF PORT
ASKAIG TILLITE CLASTS. (calculated from Stupavsky et al. 1982).

Note that upon progressive demagnetisation, the in situ directions (a) move successively away
from a present field direction (PEF) at the site. This indicates removal of a VRM (viscous)
component of recent origin.
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FIGURE 3.6 : UNCORRECTED & TILT CORRECTED POLE POSITIONS FROM THE PORT ASKAIG
TILLITE; Stupavsky et al.(1982).

(RESULTS ARE PLOTTED ON THE APWP OF TORSVIK, 1985.)

KEY: 1 Corrected Matrix Pole (550'C).
1' Uncorrected Matrix Pole.
2 Corrected Clast Pole (550'C)
2' Uncorrected Clast Pole.

Note that the uncorrected pole positions better approximate the updated Ordovician data.
Abbreviations as Torsvik (1985) & Figure 5.1.




47

with Newer Granite data (Torsvik 1984, 1985) for their third magnetisation axis (Figure
3.4). They infer any intermediate directed results to reflect incomplete resolution of either
axes (ll) & (I} e.g. Tarling, 1974., SSE component of Carmichael & Storetvedt, 1981.

Torsvik (1984, 1985) interpretes his Foyers and Peterhead granite poles to
represent an earlier part of the APWP than poles derived from other Newer Granites (e.g.
Briden 1970., see Figure 5.1). Storetvedt & Deutsch agree with this interpretation taking
the granite results to adequately define their axis (lll). Palaeomagnetic poles from Newer
Granites both north and south of the Great Glen Fault are in general agreement
(Torsvik,1985).

Briden et al. (1986) point out that the 20° rotation of the NW Highlands required
by Storetvedt (1987) leads to internal inconsistency in the Newer Granite data. This point
is not discussed in the model of Storetvedt & Deutsch; the Strontian and Helmsdale granite
data not having been included in any of their datasets. This observation becomes relevant to
the validity of axis (lll) as it suggests the correction applied to the Loch Ailsch data (Figure
3.4) to be invalid.

3.2.3 PIPER. (1987).

Piper (1987) suggests an APWP for Britain and Ireland which incorporates the
'steep inclination' data previously regarded as indicative of anomalous Ordovician field
behaviour (Thomas & Briden, 1976., 3.2.1). His revised APWP is sub-divided by inferred
magnetisation age into units of Lower-Middle Ordovician, Caradoc-Ashgill and Lower
Silurian-Permian. These polar wander segments are illustrated in Figures 3.7, 3.8 & 3.9
respectively.

Piper suggests that the Lower-Middle Ordovician records a West to East polar
wander for all the major tectonic units of the British isles (Figure 3.7). This can be
accounted by clockwise rotation about a local Euler pole within Britain. A rapid translation
of Britain into high latitudes is then required by the Caradoc-Ashgill dataset. This would
explain the steep inclination of remanences observed in the North Wales Igneous Province
(Thomas & Briden, 1976) and in the Northern Lake District (Piper et al. 1979).

Such a model appears plausible for the southern margin of lapetus given the
considerable number of palaeomagnetic results available. The application of the determined
polar wander path to the other tectonic units appears questionable however.

'Anomalous’ or steep remanences are reported from a number of intrusives and
volcanics from the southern margin of lapetus but are absent from the northern margin
(Figure 3.8). The only possible exception appears to be an overprint direction reported by
Taylor (1988) from the Unst ophiolite of Shetland.
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(a) Palaeomagnetic results from Britain and lrcland assigned to Lower and
Middle Ordovician #imes. The data are separated according to the following tectonic sub-
divisions: BRITAIN SOUTH OF THE IAPETUS SUTURE (CIRCLES): 1, Trefgarn
Andesitic Series (Of, Arenig); 2, Builth Volcanic Series (O/, Llanvirn); 3, Eycott Group
(0!, early Llanvirn); 4, Carrock Fell Complex (0)); 5, Round Knott dolenite (Ol-m, <4);
G, Stapely Hill Volcanic Series (Of, Llanvirn); 7, Caerfai Series (Cl, O diagenetic
remanence); 8, Caerbwdy Sandstone (Cl, O magnetisation as for 72); 9, Lowerr Borrowdale
Volcanic Series (O, Llandeilo-Lower Caradoc); 10, Upper Borrowdale Volcanic Series (O,
Liandeilo-Lower Caradoc); 11, Upper Borrowdale Volcanic Series, highest levels at Kent-
mere; 12, Haweswater dolerite (O, Upper Lianvirn-early Caradoc); 13, Dolerite intrusions,
Shelve Inlier, tilt corrected (O, Caradocian); 14, E-W dolerite dyke swarm, Welsh
Borderland (O, as for 13); 15, Moel-y-Golfa andesite (O, Caradoc); 16, E-W Kersantite
dyke swarm, Northern England (Ou?); 11, Breidden Hill dolerite (Ou, Caradoc-mid
Ashgill). BRITAIN NORTH OF THE IAPETUS SUTURE (upright triangles): 1, Canisp
Porphyry (Ol, probably Arenig); 2, Ballantrae serpentinites; 3, Byne Hill gabbro (Ol-m,
475 KA). IRELAND SOUTH OF THE IAPETUS SUTURE (squares): 1, Tramore Volcanics
(O, Lianvirn-early Caradoc); 2, Grangegeeth Volcanic Series (O, Llanvirn). IRELAND
NORTH OF IAPETUS SUTURE (inverted triangles): 1, Loch Nafooey Spilites (O, Arenig);
2, Glensaul Felsite (O, Arenig); 3, Mweelrae ignimbrites (O, mid-Lianvirn).

FIGURE 3.7 : LOWER - MIDDLE ORDOVICIAN APPARENT POLAR WANDER SEGMENT;
Piper (1987).
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The “anomalous” Upper Ordovician palacomagnetic poles from Britain,

Ireland and Armorica which define a rapid APW movement during Caradocian and Ashgill
times. The preceding and succeeding APWPs are illustrated in Figures 10.2(a) and 10.2(5)
respectively. The poles are numbered: BRITAN SOUTH OF THE IAPETUS SUTURE
(circles): 1, Haweswater dolerite (Om-u); 2, Dolerite intrusions, Shelve Inlier (O, Carado-
cian); 3, Moel-y-Golfa andesite (O, Caradoc); 4, E-W dolenite dyke swarm, Welsh
Borderlands; 5, Breidden Hill dolerite (Ou, Caradoc-mid Ashgill); 6, E-W kersantite dyke
swarm, N. England (Ou); 1, Corndon Hill phacolith (Ou, Caradoc); 8, Gurndu
granodiorite; 9, Foel Fras granodionite; 10, Cader ldris basalts (Ou, Caradoc); 11,
Threlkeld-St. John's microgranodionite (445 RS); 12, WNW dyke swarm, N. England; 13,
. Stockdale rhyolite (Ou, mid-Ashgill, 430 RS); 14, Lower Borrowdale volcanics, overpnint
(post-Llandeilo); 15, Penmaenmawr granodiorite; 16, Carreg-y-Llan granodionite; 17,
Penmaenbach rhyolite; 18, Yr Eifl microgranite; 19, Garnfor granodionite; 20, Bodeilias
granodionite; 21, Myndd Nefn granodiorite; 22, Cautley Fell rhyolite (Ou, Ashgill).
IRELAND SOUTH OF IAPETUS SUTURE (diamond): 1, Lambey Island andesite (O).
ARMORICAN MASSIF (squares): , Thouars massif rocks (Ou, 444 RS); 2, Moulin de

Chateaupanne Formation (Ol, Ou diagenetic remanence?). IBERIAN PENINSULA (in-
verted triangle): limestone (Ol, Arenig-Llanvirn). Pole marked U is the Shetland (Unst)
ophiolite A component (435~425 AA). This unit is emplaced onto Dalradian rocks at the
northern margin of the lapetus susure and may define the first closure of the ocean here;
115 tectonic relationship to the tectonic block south of the suture at this time is, however,
unclear. Pole K is a pole from the Karmoy ophiolite of SW Norway with the magnetisation
dated ca. 445 Ma. This unit is of similar age and tectonic setting to the Shetland ophiolite
but is emplaced onto the opposite foreland of the Caledonian orogen.

FIGURE 3.8 : UPPER ORDOVICIAN (CARADOC-ASHGILL) RAPID APPARENT POLAR WANDER;
Piper (1987).
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Piper also suggests the steep magnetisations to be recorded in Baltica citing an
occurrence in the Lower-Middle Ordovician limestones of the Baltic foreland in Sweden
(Claessen, 1978). The limestones range in age from Arenig to Llanvirn and would therefore
require a remagnetisation event to have impressed the observed 'steep' inclinations. In fact,
Claessen (1978) reports the limestone remanence to be of 'polyphase’ nature and not 'single
component' as cited by Piper. Detailed stepwise demagnetisations carried out by Claessen to
clarify the polyphase component spectra are shown in Figure 3.10. It is clear that the
resultant magnetisations become progressively shallower with increasing thermal
treatment and that no stable end point is reached. This evidence strongly suggests the
magnetic signature to contain at least two components as put forward by Claessen. There is
no evidence therefore to support Piper's contention that the remanence most likely has "a
diagenetic origin in Upper Ordovician times".

Previous discussions of the steep inclination results from the southern lapetus
margin had discounted an explanation in terms of apparent polar wander (Thomas & Briden,
1976., Piper, 1979). This was due to the excessive rates of plate motion required by the
inferred changes in palaeolatitude. Thomas & Briden (1976) calculate a minimum
translation rate of 50 cm/year to be required to explain the 'anomalous' data.

Piper notes that a period of thus far unrecognised rapid polar wander is required
to reconcile the continued polarities of the Laurasian and Gondwanan APWP's. McElhinny,
Giddings & Embleton (1974) identified this problem proposing a rapid shift in the Early
Cambrian Laurentian path. Piper presents an alternative solution with rapid APW applying
to both the 'British sub-plate' and one of the other major continents (probably Gondwana)
in the mid-late Ordovician. This interpretation implies the APWP of Figure 3.7 to be of
northerly polarity whilst that of Figure 3.9 becomes of southerly polarity.

The results from the Aberdeenshire Gabbros (Watts & Briden, 1984) are
attributed a Silurian age (Figure 3.9). Remaining segments of Piper's APWP are equivalent
to those of Briden et al. with the addition of the Carboniferous and Permian data.

3.3 COMMENTS ON POLAR WANDER MODELS.
The basis of three contrasting polar wander models relating to Ordovician times
have been recounted. No single polar wander scheme is able to adequately explain the entire
British Ordovician dataset without using either non-dipolar, rapid APW or composite

magnetisation origins for some results.
Particular arguments of the model of Storetvedt & Deutsch (1986) have been

shown to be ill founded (3.2.2). Also, the application of the rapid APW model of Piper

(1987) to the northern margin of lapetus and to Baltica is as yet inconclusive.
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Mcan directions of all pilot specimens for cach province at different demagnetization levels. All inclinations are positive
(down). The circles denote the values of ags. Note the change of scale.
A. Nirke, nine specimens. The Jarge value of ags is due to the specimens moving apart in a NE-SW system.
B. Ostergdtland, cleven specimens.
C. Oland, 30 specimens.

FIGURE 3.10 DIRECTIONAL CHANGES WITH PROGRESSIVE THERMAL DEMAGNETISATION:
Claessen (1978).

Note the lack of a stable end point direction following treatment to 500'C.
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The Briden et al. (1984,1986) model is favoured but relies on non-dipole
behaviour to explain certain steep inclination data to the south of the lapetus suture.
Further detailed demagnetisation studies may be required to qualify the true extent of this
'‘anomalous' dataset (c.f. Claessen, 1978, for Baltica).
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CHAPTER 4: PALAEOMAGNETIC STUDY OF THE SLOCKENRAY
FORMATION WITHIN THE BALLANTRAE OPHIOLITE:
MAGNETOTECTONIC & REGIONAL TECTONIC IMPLICATIONS.

4.1 INTRODUCTION & GEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND.

The Early Ordovician Ballantrae Ophiolite is exposed over an area of
approximately eighty square kilometres on the Ayrshire coast of SW Scotland. The ophiolite
comprises a heterogeneous assemblage of oceanic and mantle derived lithologies which have
become structurally juxtaposed during obduction (Thirlwall & Bluck, 1984). The outcrop
area is dominated by two SW-NE trending tracts of ultramafic rocks and spilites referred to
as the southern and northern belts of the ophiolite (Figure 4.1). The ophiolitic character of
the complex was first recognised by Church & Gayer (1973) and Dewey (1974).
Subsequently, the ophiolite has played an important role in the moulding of tectonic models
for Caledonian Britain. The original tectonic setting is controversial however and various
authors invoke ocean island, marginal basin and oceanic ridge settings for ocean crust
generation (cf. Barrett et al. 1982., Bluck, 1982., Lambert & McKerrow, 1976).

The present palaesomagnetic study focuses on the Slockenray Formation of the
northern belt. This unit is comprised of a sequence of spilitic lavas together with a variety
of intercalated sediments. The present investigation considers samples from all the exposed
lithologies of the Slockenray Formation including an intra-formational conglomeratic
facies. The sampled area is bounded on the south side by a major fracture and to the north by
an unconformable younger sedimentary sequence (Figure 4.1). Large scale outcrop maps
(Bluck, 1982) were used to constrain stratigraphic, structural and geographic control for
the palaeomagnetic sampling sites. _

An additional palaeomagnetic conglomerate test was performed in the Benan
Conglomerate of mixed source provenance containing volcanic clasts likely derived from the
Ballantrae Ophiolite. This conglomerate forms part of a proximal fore-arc assemblage
founded on the obducted ophiolite complex (Longman et al. 1979). Figure 4.1 shows the
geographic and stratigraphic positions of the Slockenray Formation and Benan Conglomerate.

The Slockenray Formation is Arenig in age (Rushton et al. 1986., Stone, 1984)
which accords well with radiometric determinations elsewhere in the ophiolite summarised
by Hamilton et al. (1984). Macrofossil evidence from a lateral equivalent of the overlying
Benan Conglomerate dates the unit as of Llandeilo age (Ingham, 1978., Ince, 1984).

Previous palaeomagnetic results from the ophiolite, i.e. Nesbitt (1967) and
Piper (1978) have been incorporated with other British Ordovician data in apparent polar

wander schemes (e.g. Briden et al. 1973., 1984). This carries the assumption of a
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post-obduction origin for the recovered magnetisations as no accretion-related deformation
was accounted for.

The present study was therefore aimed at the uncovering of 'primary' or
pre-obduction magnetisations using more detailed demagnetisation analyses compared with
these earlier studies. Also the availability of a detailed map of this part of the complex
affords the opportunity to deal with structural complexity using the palaeomagnetic data
interactively. It was hoped that constraints might then be placed with respect to the tectonic
evolution of the ophiolite in the context of the British Caledonides.

4.2 SAMPLING & METHODS.

Palaeomagnetic sampling sites were chosen to incorporate all the exposed
lithologies of the Slockenray Formation. These included sheet lavas, pillow lavas, shale,
chert, lithic arenites and lithic tuffs (15 sites, 97 samples; Table 4.1). Both intra-and
extra-formational conglomerates were sampled to test the stability of identified
magnetisation components (Slockenray Conglomerate, 19 clasts; Benan Conglomerate, 21
clasts).

A portable petrol driven drill was used to collect 2.5 cm diameter samples
oriented using both magnetic and solar compass wherever possible. All sites were located on
the large scale outcrop maps (Bluck, 1982, & Figure 4.2) and comprised at least five
independently oriented samples. Samples were later trimmed to 2.3 cms. in height in the
laboratory.

Remanent magnetisation measurements were made using a complete result
fluxgate magnetometer (Molyneux, 1971). Thermal and AF cleaning techniques were
performed on samples in the approximate ratio 2:1. Thermal demagnetisation was carried
out using two (mu-Metal shielded) ovens capable of holding a combined total of 18 samples.
A.F. demagnetisation proceeded using a micro computer controlled static three-axis system
working at 186 Hertz.

Demagnetisation results were plotted on Zijderveld (1967) diagrams/orthogonal
projections and interpreted interactively utilising the LINEFIND statistical analysis
algorithm (Kent et al. 1983).
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4.3 RESULTS OF PALAEOMAGNETIC ANALYSIS.
4.3.1 GENERAL.

NRM intensities vary considerably between sample sites expectantly reflecting
the variation in sampled lithology. In general, the volcanic samples have greater magnetic
moments than the intervening sediments although sites of particularly weak intensity (< 5
mA/m) for both lithological realms were discovered. Ranges of NRM intensity determined at
each site are illustrated in Figure 4.3. Laboratory cleaning techniques produced good results
independent of initial NRM intensity thoughout the study.

NRM directions are reasonably well grouped with southerly declinations and
moderate positive inclinations. Generally, on cleaning, resultant directions tended towards
shallower inclinations reflecting the removal of a present day field direction (cf. Figure 4.4
a & b).

Both thermal and A.F. cleaning methods were both found to successfully resolve
magnetisation components for the majority of site lithologies. Usually two components of
magnetisation are resolved within the samples of the study. A 'soft' component (S) generally
removed below 200°C/10mT evolves gradually to a more stable component (M) which
decays linearly to the origin by approximately 560°C/60-100mT. Typical examples of
characteristic demagnetisation behaviour are illustrated in Figure 4.5 for both thermal (a)
and AF (b) treatment.

The soft component (S) aligns close to a present day field in situ and is
undoubtedly of VRM (viscous) origin. The more stable component (M) varies in attitude in
situ and forms a swathe of directions of SE-SW declination and moderate positive to shallow
negative inclinations, (Figure 4.4 b, Table 4.1). Component (M) forms the characteristic
magnetisation of the formation and occurs in all samples; Component (S) is sometimes
absent or only expressed as a minor kink in the. demagnetisation projection following the

first demagnetisation step.

Exceptions to this typical demagnetisation behaviour are three-fold:

a) Sites BOL1-BOLS3.

These sites comprise a reddened lava top (BOL1) and reddened lithic tuff units
(BOL2-3) within the Formation. Although true boles (palaeosoils) are not developed,
Smellie (1984) suggests subaerial weathering as a possible explanation for the reddening.
Thermal and AF demagnetisation of these sites is dual component as for previous sites but the
stability spectrum of component (M) is extended. Thermal demagnetisation produces two

discrete unblocking temperatures of remanence in the 500-560°C and >600°C thermal
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different sampling sites. Values are plotted against a logarithmic scale.
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Figure 4.4 : Directional distribution of NRM (a) and component (M), (b), from the Slockenray
Formation. Starred symbols denote downward pointing magnetisations; open circles upward

pointing magnetisations.
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Figure 4.5 : Examples of orthogonal projections showing components (S) and (M) defined by
both thermai (a) and AF (b) cleaning methods for the Slockenray Formation. Throughout this
paper crossed symbols in the orthogonal vector diagram refer to points in the horizontal plane
and starred symbols to points in the vertical plane. Thermal (AF) treatments are always given
in degrees Celslus (milliTesla).
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windows. Figures 4.6 a-c illustrate this behaviour for sample BOL1.3. LINEFIND analysis
confirms the decay of the magnetic vector to be univectorial spanning both unblocking
spectra. A.F. demagnetisation of samples is incomplete at 100mT indicating the presence of a

high coercivity remanence phase (Figure 4.6 d).

b) Site BOL4.

This site was also sampled in a reddened lithic tuff unit. Demagnetisation using
both cleaning methods again reveals the presence of two components of magnetisation. The
stability properties of components (S) and (M) are markedly different from those
previously described however. Component (S) is found to predominate over component (M)
in relative intensity at this site. Thermal demagnetisation removes only component (S)
until temperatures exceeding 250°C and curvature of orthogonal projections indicates
considerable overlap of component stability to temperatures approaching 600°C (Figure
4.7 a-b). AF demagnetisation is incomplete after treatment at 100mT and reveals only
component (S). The existence of component (M) is demonstrated as the demagnetisation does
not proceed to the origin however (Figure 4.7 c-d).

c) Site TSRe6.

For several samples of the study, the LINEFIND statistical algorithm is unable to
successfully include the origin within the stable magnetisation decay defined by component
(M). This effect is particularly evident for the cherts sampled (TSR6) for which component
(M) visibly decays past the origin (Figure 4.8).

Possible explanations for this behaviour are discussed by Klootwich (1980) and are as
follows:-

-Inhomogenous magnetisation (Collinson, 1977) which becomes more prominent as
demagnetisation continues.

-Presence of an unidentified additional magnetic component. Noise levels preclude the
identification of such a component for this site.

-VRM acquisition due to a residual field within the magnetic shield of the thermal

demagnetiser.
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(b) BOL4.2 HIGH TREATMENT
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Figure 4.7 : Orthogonal projections record the demagnetisation behaviour of site BOL4 lo
thermal (a,b) and AF (c,d) cleaning. Enlarged projections (b,d} are included to show the dual
component nature of remanence revealed close to the origin.
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Figure 4.8 : An orthogonal projection shows typical demagnetisation behaviour for site TSR6
with component (M) not proceeding to the origin. Treatment at 560°C was repeated to show the
magnitude of laboratory noise at elevated temperatures.
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4.3.2 CONGLOMERATE TESTS.
Two conglomerate tests were performed within the course of the study as follows:
i)_Slockenray Formation intra-formational conglomerate facies.

The conglomeratic unit of the Slockenray Formation forms the proximal facies of a
hyalotuff delta sourced from the Slockenray basalts themselves (Bluck, 1982). A total of
forty samples were collected from nineteen clasts for laboratory analysis. NRM directions
agree closely with those obtained from the parent flows (southerly declination, moderate
positive inclination). Intensities of magnetisation from the conglomerate clasts are slightly
higher than those observed in the parent flows but are of the same order (Figure 4.3).

A two-component magnetisation signature characterises clasts and is analogous to
that observed for the rest of the Slockenray Formation. A 'soft’ component (S) of steep
inclination and generally northward declination is removed by 250°C/10mT. This leaves a
more stable component (M) of southerly declination and moderate positive inclination which
decays linearly to the origin following treatment to 560°C/100mT. In situ stereographic
projection of component (M) and representative orthogonal projections for the Slockenray
Conglomerate form Figure 4.9. Statistical analysis of component (M) from the conglomerate
is included in Table 4.1.

Atypical behaviour to that described above occurred in only one sampled clast
(TCC1). Eleven samples were cored from this clast of which only one showed the
characteristic demagnetisation behaviour. The remainder of the samples appeared to contain
only component (S) which was of unusually high stability decaying linearly to the origin by
550°C/65mT. Representative demagnetisation analyses for samples of site TCC1 are

illustrated in Figure 4.10.

iy Benan Conglomerate,

The Benan conglomerate has a dual provenance comprising lithologies of the
underlying ophiolite and those of an eroded arc terrane (Longman et al. 1979).
Thirty-seven samples were collected from twenty one clasts of the conglomerate exposed
directly above the ophiolite at Byne Hill (Figure 4.1). NRM directions showed a widely
dispersed distribution but with some clustering close to the present field orientation at the
site. NRM intensities covered a range similar to those determined within the ophiolite;
(Figure 4.3). Many clasts were found to display a 'soft’ magnetic component (S) again
aligned, in situ, close to a present day field orientation. Magnetisation components of similar
stability properties to component (M) do not display a singular orienation however. In situ
stereographic projection of these 'high treatment’ components and typical orthogonal

projections for basalt clasts from the Benan Conglomerate form Figure 4.11.
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Figure 4.9 :(a) Directional dislribution of Component (M) magnetisalions for lhe intra-
formational Slockenray Conglomerate. Slarred symbols refer to projeclions on the lower
hemisphere; open circles 1o projections on the upper hemisphere. (A similar convention is
adopled for Figures 4.11, 4.13 & 4.14). Thermal (b,c) and AF {d) orthogonal projeclions show
typical demagnetisation trajectories.
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Figure 4.11 : (a) Directional distribution of cleaned magnetisation components from the Benan
Conglomerate. Typical thermal (b,c) and AF (d) orthogonal projections show the directionally
dispersed nature of the high treatmen! component magnetisations.
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4.3.3 PALAEOMAGNETIC FOLD & FAULT TESTS.

The Slockenray Formation has a general NE-SW strike younging, (where
determinable), toward the northwest. The observed dips vary from steep to subvertical
(Figure 4.2).

Both original depositional and tectonic components of bedding are identified (Bluck, 1982)
consistent with the interpretation that the unit formed at a palaeo-shoreline. Large scale
foresets, identified at sites TCC 1-8 (Slockenray Conglomerate), have not been structurally
corrected. Elsewhere, observed bedding and/or lava tops have been taken as representative
of the palaeo-horizontal. Despite the broad similarity in bedding attitude throughout the
sequence, a comparison of pre and post structural correction site mean distributions has
been made in an effort to relate magnetisation age to deformation. Furthermore, comparison
of magnetisation directions between small scale fault blocks (identified from outcrop maps;
Figure 4.2) has been performed. This allows the relation of magnetisation age to fault

deformation.

i) Eold test,

Poles to bedding at each sampling locality form a partial great circle distribution
(Figure 4.12). The pole to this plane has declination 290°, inclination 80° and represents
the axis of a plunging fold structure affecting the Slockenray Formation. The structural
correction of the palaeomagnetic data may therefore be problematical. Two differing tectonic
corrections have therefore been applied to the in situ distribution of the characteristic
magnetisation component (M).

Firstly, tilt can be assumed to have taken place about a horizontal strike axis at
each site and restored using the conventional tilt correction. Secondly, sequential unplunging
and unfolding of the determined fold axis can be performed. The effects of these two
contrasting tectonic corrections applied to the Slockenray data are illustrated in Figure
4.13.

The in-situ site means form a circular swathe which varies in both declination and
inclination (Figure 4.13 a). By contrast, the structurally corrected site mean distributions
show considerably less variation in inclination than declination (Figure 4.13 b-c).
Exceptions to this relationship are the mean results from sites BOL1 and BOL4 which appear

markedly shallow in inclination.
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Figure 4.12 : Equal angle stereographic projection shows the partial great circle distribution of
poles to bedding for palaeomagnetic sampling sites.
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SLOCKENRAY FORMATION
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Figure 4.13 :In Situ (a), strike corrected (b) and plunging fold correcled (c) site mean
distributions (component M) for the Slockenray Formation plotled in equal area stereographic
projection. Ovals depict cones of 95% confidence for each site mean. Intra-fault block sites are
denoted by consistent ornamentation. Confidence cones for single site blocks have been omitted.
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iy Fault test,

Numerous small scale faults transect the study area as becomes evident in Figure
4.2. A comparison of magnetisation directions both within and between fault blocks has been
carried out and is illustrated in Figure 4.13 (Consistent ornament denotes sampling sites
from within individual blocks). Fault blocks themselves were defined as bound by
discontinuities of sizable or unknown displacement. Within-site minor offsets of decimetre
to metre scale were therefore ignored.

Component (M) site means are found to overlap at the 95% confidence level
within blocks but significant departures are apparent when results are compared between
fault blocks. This relationship appears to be valid both for in situ and corrected site mean
distributions. Once again site BOL4 is an exception proving statistically different from other
intra block sites (BOL2,3) at 95% confidence.

4.4 INTERPRETATION OF PALAEOMAGNETIC RESULTS.
4.4.1 IDENTIFICATION OF REMANENCE PHASES.

Laboratory unblocking temperatures approaching 560°C for the characteristic
magnetisation component (M) at most sites is consistent with a magnetite - low Ti
titanomagnetite-held remanence. Persistence to temperatures in excess of 600°C for the
reddened lava top (BOL1) and reddened lithic tuffs (BOL2-4) indicates hematite to be an
important remanence carrier at these sites however. Incomplete demagnetisation following
cleaning to 100mT confirms the presence of high coercivity hematite. Both results are in
accordance with reddening resulting from sub aerial exposure of the lava/tuff sequence at or
soon after extrusion/deposition (Smellie, 1984). The affirmed uni-vectorial nature of both
magnetite and hematite demagnetisation (Figure 4.6} suggests their remanence to have been

acquired synchronously.

4.4.2 CONGLOMERATE TESTS & REMAGNETISATION AGE CONSTRAINT.

Magnetisation components of comparable stability spectra have been identified in
both the Slockenray Conglomerate facies and the overlying Benan Conglomerate. In the
former case, this characteristic component (M) is of similar attitude to that found in the
remainder of the Formation (Table1). This forms a negative palaeomagnetic conglomerate
test with respect to component (M) and identifies it as a pervasive remanence overprint.

The 'soft’ magnetisation component (S) aligns along a present day field direction
for both conglomerates consistent with its interpretation as of recent VRM origin.

For the Benan Conglomerate, a magnetisation component of similar stability

criterion to component (M) displays no evidence of pervasive overprinting compatible with
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that for the Slockenray Formation (Figure 4.11). This constitutes a positive conglomerate
test and therefore defines a remagnetisation age window for the underlying Slockenray
Formation. Maximum width of this window is approximately 30Ma when assigned ages of the
conglomerates are considered (base Arenig - top Llandeilo, 488-458Ma, Harland et al.
1982).

Directions from the Benan Conglomerate are not completely random in orientation
however owing to the presence of 'hard' VRM in some of the clasts. This phenomenon would
also account the demagnetisation behaviour of clast TCC1 of the Slockenray Conglomerate
(Figure 4.10., 4.3.2) and explain the change in stability spectra of components (S) and
(M) for site BOL4 (Figure 4.7., 4.3.1).

Hard viscous remanence has been noted in ophiolitic rocks previously
(Beske-Diehl & Banerjee, 1979), where it occurs in intimate association with rocks
containing VRM of 'normal' stability. The 'hard’ viscous magnetisation reported here appears
resistant to both thermal and A.F. cleaning methods (Figure 4.7).

The overprinted magnetisation component (M) ubiquitously resides in magnetite
for clasts of the Slockenray Conglomerate. Attempts to follow demagnetisation to hematite
unblocking temperatures proved unsuccessful despite the sampling of reddened basalt clasts
(see Figure 4.9b). The problem of whether both magnetic phases are overprinted therefore
remains. Figure 4.6 clearly shows both magnetite and hematite remanences to be
univectorial and implies synchronous magnetisation (4.4.1). Metamorphism of the lava pile
is to low grade (zeolite to prehnite-pumpellyite facies; Oliver et al. 1984) and may reflect
operation of a submarine hydrothermal system (Lewis, 1975). Maximum temperatures are
therefore insufficient to effect thermal remagnetisation using the unblocking criterion of
Pullaiah et al. (1975) but may result in at least resetting of magnetite applying the
alternative theory of Walton (1980). Magnetite remagnetisation by hydrothermal
circulation sufficiently apace after lava formation as to preserve directional consistency
between magnetic phases is therefore suggested. Such an interpretation is consistent with
the differential application of unblocking theories proposed by Kent & Miller (1987). They
invoke the Walton theory to be applicable to multidomain magnetite but the Pullaiah theory

to apply in the case of single domain hematite.
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4.4.3 RELATIONSHIP OF COMPONENT (M) TO BEDDING ATTITUDE & SMALL
SCALE FAULTING.

We have ascertained (4.4.2) that the characteristic magnetisation component (M)
identified for the Slockenray Formation forms a remanence overprint; i.e. it post-dates the
deposition of the intra-formational Slockenray Conglomerate. There remains the problem of
deducing the temporal relationship of this magnetisation to the observed fold and small-scale
fault deformations however. The ages of these deformations are poorly constrained and may
relate to either ophiolite obduction, main phase Caledonian compression, or in the case of the
faulting, even to opening of the present Atlantic.

The polyphase structural history described by Williams (1959} for the
Ballantrae cover sequence is not readily recognisable within the rocks of the ophiolite
basement. Furthermore, Piper (1978) argues that Caledonian movements did not effect
major refolding in the ophiolite based on the directional consistency of remanence data from
the northern serpentinite belt. The weight of evidence therefore suggests the bulk of folding
to relate to obduction (Stone, 1984) with the age of small-scale faulting remaining
uncertain.

Neither the 'in situ' nor the 'corrected' site mean distributions from Slockenray
are Fisherian {Figure 4.13) and therefore a meaningful application of the classical fold test
(Graham, 1949., McElhinny, 1964) is not possible. An inspection of Figure 4.13 reveals
that whilst ‘in situ' results vary both in declination and inclination; 'corrected' results vary
predominantly in declination only. This behaviour can result from the incorrect assumption
that folding of the magnetisation took place about the local strike direction (MacDonald,
1980) producing the effect of apparent tectonic rotation about local vertical axes. A
corrected pre-folding magnetisation will then form a small circle partial arc centred on a
vertical axis (cf. Figure 4.13 b & ¢).

In the present case, localised fault blocks between which true tectonic rotation
may have taken place have been identified during plane table mapping. Statistically
significant directional differences become apparent between blocks both before and after
tectonic correction backed up by internal consistency of directions within individual blocks.
It is not therefore possible to fully evaluate the relative contributions of true and apparent
tectonic rotation to the remaining small circle partial arc distribution following tectonic
correction. The existence of this vertically centred small circle does strongly suggest
component (M) to be of pre-folding origin however. Similarly the existence of statistically
significant directional differences between blocks would favour a pre-faulting age for the

component.
Two site mean results (BOL1, BOL4) appear to disobey the described relationship




83

in that neither lies on the small-circle partial arc described by the remainder of the
sampling site means following tectonic correction. In addition, site BOL4 remains
statistically different from its corresponding intra-block sites (BOL2, BOL3).

The explanation of this latter disparity becomes evident when the previously
described stability properties of components (S) and (M) at site BOL4 are considered
(Figure 4.7). Note also that in Figure 4.13 a, the BOL4 site mean lies close to a
remagnetisation circle between a present Earth's field direction (PEF) and the in situ
palaeo-field direction determined from the other sites of the particular block. Therefore,
although the LINEFIND algorithm detects linearity in the region 550°C - Origin, this is in
fact the result of blocking temperature overlap between components (S) and (M). The true
orientation of component (M) for site BOL4 is therefore never attained but is expected to be
close to those of sites BOL2 & 3.

For site BOL1, there are unfortunately no intra fault block sites with which to
draw direct comparison. The demagnetisation characteristics for the site reveal the presence
of both magnetite and hematite remanence phases (Figure 4.6) and do not appear in any way
‘anomalous' other than in direction following tectonic correction. This suggests that the
applied stuctural correction for the site may be in error and implies that the measured lava
top may not accurately record the palaeo-horizontal. Such problems may well have been
predicted given the prevalence of syn-depositional dip components in the hyalotuff delta
environment (Bluck, 1982). For these reasons, both sites BOL1 and 4 have been omitted

from overall statistical analyses.

4.5 COMPARISON OF RESULTS TO PREVIOUS PALAEOMAGNETIC WORK.

4.5.1 SLOCKENRAY LAVAS

Two previous palaeomagnetic investigations have been performed which include
data from the Slockenray lavas; those of Nesbitt (1967) and Piper (1978). The present
work improves on both previous studies on a number of counts as follows:
- the use of large scale plane table outcrop maps (Bluck,1982) enabling the relation of
remanence to small scale fault blocks; a form of palaeomagnetic 'fault’ test.
- the undertaking of two conglomerate tests.
- the sampling of the interbedded sediments in addition to the lavas.
- the use of detailed thermal demagnetisation in conjunction with the previously used AF
method.

Nesbitt (1967) reports results from twelve hand samples collected from four
sites in the Slockenray lava sequence. Following AF cleaning at 8.5mT, a better clustering of
sample vectors prior to tilt correction was described. This was interpreted as possibly
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reflecting an Ordovician overprint direction at declination 189° and inclination +40° for
the formation. In the light of the present evidence, this explanation becomes suspect given
the apparent effects of later faulting and the arguments for a pre-deformational
magnetisation. It may also be debatable whether cleaning at fields of 8.5mT will be sufficient
to completely remove presumed 'soft' magnetisation components in some cases (cf. Figure
4.7).

Piper (1978) states that the Slockenray pillow lavas "did not yield an overall
significant direction” and attributes this to "variable amounts of remagnetisation during
folding and metamorphism”. In contrast, the current study presents evidence for a pervasive
remagnetisation (at least of the magnetite held remanence) as evidenced from the negative
Slockenray conglomerate test (Figure 4.9). The problems in determining "an overall
significant direction” therefore result from the dispersion caused by both fold and fault

deformations.

4.5.2 BYNE HILL GABBRO & NORTHERN BELT SERPENTINITE (Piper, 1978).

Piper (1978) reports palaeomagnetic data from eight sites (41 specimens) in
the Byne Hill Gabbro and nine sites (57 specimens) from serpentinites in the northern belt.
Directions result largely from AF demagnetisation complimented by those from a limited
number of thermally demagnetised pilot specimens.

Site mean results of this study are plotted in stereographic projection on Figure
4.14. The resultant distribution from the Byne Hill Gabbro is found to be clearly
non-Fisherian smearing along a NW-SE oriented great circle. This effect results from
either incomplete resolution of magnetisation components (compare sites BOL4 vs. BOL2/3,
Figure 4.13a) or less likely, may reflect unresolved structure affecting the gabbro. In
either eventuality, the calculation of a Fisher mean and its interpretation as representative
of a single Ordovician palaeofield becomes suspect. The northern belt serpentinite data form
a better approximation to the Fisherian distribution and yield a mean direction of
declination 147.7°, inclination +32.4°. This magnetisation was similarly attributed an
Ordovician age and probably relates to magnetite generation during serpentinisation.
Serpentinsation itself took place during late syn- to post obduction of the ophiolite as
evidenced through its geochemical influence on Arenig dyke suites cross-cutting the
metamorphic sole (Holub et al. 1984).

The questioning of the Byne Hill Gabbro result as indicative of an Ordovician field
removes one of the 'large error' determinations currently problematical for the
statistically significant resolution of lapetus during the Ordovician period. This problem

arises due to the partial overiap of polar confidence circles determined in studies of
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Figure 4.14: Equal area projections show the site mean distributions of Piper (1978) for the
Byne Hill Gabbro (a) and Ballantrae northern belt Serpentinite (b).




86

Ordovician rocks either side of the Solway Line (see Figure 1 of Briden et al. 1986).

4.6 DISCUSSION & TECTONIC IMPLICATIONS.

The realisation that the characteristic magnetisation component (M) predates
obduction related folding allows the calculation of a palaeolatitude. Furthermore, if
remanence dates from the circulation of an early hydrothermal system, then the resulting
latitude will approximate that of ophiolite formation.

Certain difficulties remain, however, in the statistical derivation of the latitude.
Inappropriate calculation of a Fisher mean from a small circle partial arc centred on a
vertical axis will result in a mean inclination that is artificially steep and consequently in a
latitude that is incorrectly high (Macdonald, 1980). This relationship is apparent in Table
4.2 where calculated Fisher means of strike and plunging—fold—corrected arcuate
distributions yield palaeolatitudes of 34.5°S and 32.8°S respectively. A more reliable
estimate is given through one dimensional analysis of inclination data only which yields a
mean palaeolatitude of 28.8°S.

If the declination scatter following structural correction is attributed solely to a
combination of true and apparent tectonic rotation about vertical axes, then the site mean
results can be artificially constrained in declination (cf. Achache et. al. 1984). An example
of this is given in Table 4.2 producing a palaeolatitude confidence of +/- 4.1°. This result
should be treated with caution however as the analysed distribution is necessarily
non-Fisherian.

Unfortunately the absence of a well preserved sheeted dyke complex within the
ophiolite precludes calculation of a palaeospreading orientation (cf. Pozzi et al. 1984).
Nevertheless, the calculated palaeolatitude warrants comparison with existing Ordovician
data from the lapetus margins. A good agreement.is evident when the result is compared to
recently published palaeomagnetic data bordering the southern Laurentian margin (Vick el
al., 1987. Noel et al., 1987., both 22°S). Conversely, results agree poorly with time
equivalents from the Armorican massif (i.e. Hercynian Europe excluding southern Britain,
cf. Perroud et al. 1984) and Gondwana which are both estimated to lie in high southerly
latitudes during Ordovician times (Perroud et al. 1984).

With reference to the British database, the Ballantrae palaeolatitude lies within
'lapetus' as imaged by the 10° polar discordance in results to the north and south of the
Solway Line (Briden et al., 1984, 1986). Any resultant pole will not lie on the Ordovician
segment of the British APWP however due to the sizable tectonic rotation (approximately
80° clockwise when referred to contemporaneous British poles). This rotation may have

been acquired either at the time of generation of the sequence, during ocean crust migration
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on to the Laurentian margin, or by subsequent rotation after terrane amalgamation.

The results from the northern belt serpentinites (Piper, 1978) appear
concordant in declination with other British data and yield a palaeolatitude of 17.5°. If this
magnetisation relates to post obduction serpentinisation then both a cessation of tectonic
rotation and a palaeomagnetic record of northward obduction are implied.

Formation of the Ballantrae Ophiolite at a spreading axis close to the Laurentian
margin is required by the palaeolatitudinal data. The nature of such an axis has been the
cause of differing opinion (cf. Barrett et al. 1982, Bluck, 1982., Lambert & McKerrow,
1976) and cannot be addressed by the present data. The latitudinal similarity between
southern Laurentia and Ballantrae is consistent with the short lived pre-obduction history
of the ophiolite suggested by both radiometric and stratigraphic constraints however
(Hamilton et al. 1984., Bluck, 1985).

Finally, consideration of palaeolatitudinal data both north/south of the Solway Line
and from Armorica suggests measurable separation between each block at least for a part of
Ordovician times. The Southern British terrane ('Eastern Avdlonia', Soper et al. 1987) is
separated from Laurentia by the lapetus Ocean to the north and from Armorica by the Rheic
Ocean to the south. The possibility that southern Britain represents a far travelled micro
continental fragment which may have undergone rapid drift therefore becomes apparent. A
fuller understanding of its role will await the recon~iling of disparities between published
apparent polar wander schemes for the period however (cf. Briden et al. 1984, 1986.
Storetvedt & Deutsch, 1986., Piper, 1987). This uncertainty in the former position of

southern Britain is reflected in the palaeo-reconstruction shown in Figure 4.15.

4.7 SUMMARY & CONCLUSIONS.

The magnetic signature of both sediments and volcanics of the Slockenray
Formation is multivectorial. Two components (S and M) are identified on orthogonal
projection differentiated on the basis of differing stability criteria. The less stable
component (S) aligns (in situ) close to a present day field direction and is of recent viscous
origin. Component (S) occasionally displays higher stability both to thermal and A.F.
cleaning attributed to the presence of 'hard’ viscous remanence.

Component (M) forms the characteristic magnetisation of the formation residing
in both magnetite and hematite remanence phases. This component fails a conglomerate test
on an intra-formational lava conglomerate and is identified as a remanence overprint.
Remagnetisation may have taken place during circulation of an early hydrothermal system

which effected magnetite resetting.
A magnetisation component of similar stability criterion to component (M) is
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found to display a near random distribution in the Benan Conglomerate of mixed provenance
stratigraphically overlying the Slockenray Formation. This forms a positive conglomerate
test and constrains a remagnetisation window for the characteristic magnetisation to a
maximum of 30Ma from Arenig to Llandeilo times.

The relation of component (M) to both folding and fault deformations suggests it to
be pre-obduction in age. This allows the calculation of a palaeolatitude (28.8°S) for the
complex during the Arenig which is consistent with a tectonic position close to the southern
Laurentian margin at the time of ocean crust generation.
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CHAPTER 5 : BRITISH SILURIAN-DEVONIAN PALAEOMAGNETISM.

5.1 GENERAL

Late Silurian and Devonian times in Britain were characterised by deposition of a
series of continental red beds. These are referred to collectively as the 'Old Red Sandstone’
(ORS; Conybeare & Phillips, 1822). The obvious presence of hematite in the sediments and
the occurrence of relatively untectonised interbedded volcanics has consequently led to an
extensive history of palaeomagnetic research .

The earliest NRM results from ORS sediments were reported by Creer (1957)
which were apparently confirmed by similar data recorded in Russian Devonian sediments.
Controversy arose however, when results from Scottish Midland Valley voicanics (Stubbs,
1958) were found to differ significantly. Thermal demagnetisation studies (Chamalaun &
Creer, 1964) resolved the apparent discrepancy yielding a two component NRM. The
component of higher blocking temperature (>600°C) was found to broadly coincide with
Stubbs' (1958) pole which was later substantiated by the results of Creer & Embleton
(1967), McMurry (1968, 1970) and Embleton (1968, 1970). The component of lower
blocking temperature was interpreted as of Permo-Carboniferous age and thought to have
originated during tropical weathering (Creer, 1968).

Storetvedt (1970) disputed the validity of the Scottish lava data claiming them to
have been remagnetised during low temperature oxidation processes. He believed that the
lavas did not accurately record the Devonian field and used this to explain differences with
respect to coeval Norwegian sediments (Storetvedt & Gijellestad, 1966., Storetvedt et al.
1968).

Subsequent work on the Midland Valley lavas (Sallomy & Piper, 1973., Torsvik,
1985a) and Lorne Plateau lavas (Latham & Briden, 1975) essentially confirm the initial
results of Stubbs (1958) and must be considered overwhelming evidence for the validity of
the resulting pole position. They also refute the critcism of the lavas as not being reliable
rocks for palaeomagnetic study (see Storetvedt, 1971).

More recent ORS work (Torsvik et al. 1983. Torsvik 1984, 1985b) has centred
on the plutonic equivalents of the volcanics; namely the Newer Granite suite. These
intrusions yield north pole positions at approximately 25°N 170°E which differ
significantly from the Midland Valley lava results and from those of other near
contemporaneous intrusives (Briden, 1970). They were interpreted (Torsvik, 1985a) as
representing an older part of the Apparent Polar Wander Path (APWP) as defined North of

the lapetus suture (Figure 5.1).
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FIGURE 5.1b: PALAEOLATITUDINAL RECONSTRUCTION OF THE
BRITISH ISLES FROM ORDOVICIAN TO DEVONIAN.
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5.2 ORCADIAN BASIN.

The Orcadian Basin ORS has been subjected to a most intensive history of
palaecomagnetic study. Despite, or perhaps resulting from this, the magnetisation history of
the basin is highly controversial. In a review of published work, Tarling (1985) outlines
two main remanence groupings identified upon previous work. These are referred to as
groups (A) and (B) having approximate southerly declination, moderate negative inclination
and southerly declination, horizontal inclination respectively. Controversy concerns the

inferred ages of these groups and in the case of (B), its physical reality.

5.2.1 GROUP (A) REMANENCES.

Group (A) remanences occur in nine independent studies of the Orcadian ORS and
contemporaneous intrusives (Tarling 1985) and have subsequently once again been
identified (Robinson, 1985). Individual studies have attributed remagnetisation ages
ranging from Devonian to Tertiary to this component dependent on its proximity to the
APWP for northwest Europe (e.g. McElhinny, 1973., Tarling, 1983). Assuming
identification of the group as a single remagnetisation to be correct, a contrasting approach
is to pool the results of all studies. Pole determinations from both individual and combined
studies are outlined in Table 5.1 (after Tarling, 1985).

The Group (A) pole positions fall on the Triassic section of the European path
although there is considerable scatter between studies (Figure 5.2). This may be due both to
differing levels in laboratory cleaning and potentially to unresolved local tectonic effects.
Tarling argues for a Permian remagnetisation effected in the Kiaman reverse polarity
interval. This would explain the single polarity of the results and correlate with
Potassium-Argon determinations from the Duncansby necks (Storetvedt et al.1978).

(Suggested ages and potential origins for Group (A) magnetisations are

summarised in Table 6.5).

5.2.2 GROUP(B) REMANENCES.
Tarling cites six studies performed by Storetvedt and co-workers which he

interprets to be Group (B) remanences. Subsequently, a further occurrence has been
reported by Storetvedt & Torsvik (1985) from the Middle-Upper Devonian Esha Ness
ignimbrite of West Shetland.

Group (B) components are resolved at higher blocking temperatures than Group
(A) largely when only a small percentage of the initial NRM remains. This led Van der Voo &
Scotese (1981) to question their physical reality (see Figure 5.3). Furthermore, Xu
(1984) has convincingly shown that viscous or magnetometer components can occur at high

laboratory treatments which could potentially be taken for geologically significant
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ORCADIAN BASIN POLE POSITIONS
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FIGURE 5.2 : GROUP (A) & GROUP (B) ORCADIAN BASIN POLE POSITIONS
(after Tarling, 1985) PLOTTED ON THE EUROPEAN APWP (Tarling, 1983).

KEY
Tr - Triassic
P - Permian *
C - Carboniferous

Circles are 95% confidence limits, References are as given in TABLE 5.1.

A - Group (A)
B - Group (B)
O - Miscellaneous Other results.
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FIGURE 5.3: TYPICAL DEMAGNETISATION DIAGRAMS CONSTRUCTED BY
VAN DER VOO & SCOTESE (1981) FROM DATA OF
STORETVEDT & CARMICHAEL (1979).

Storevedt & Carmichael favour the existence of a high treatment component demagnetised at
temperatures greater than 550°C. Van Der Voo & Scotese argue that the magnetisation has no
physical basis and cannot be distinguised above laboratory noise.
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magnetisations.

Storetvedt & Torsvik (1983) stress the need for detailed examination of the final
stages in demagnetisation of individual samples and call for the common use of expanded
orthogonal projections. This method can be particularly useful but due to its very nature is
hazardous because interpretation may hinge on only a very few data points close to the
origin. It is essential therefore that it be used in conjunction with a sophisticated line fitting
technique (e.g LINEFIND, Kent ef al. 1983) which is able to account the errors of the
individual measurements. Failure to do so may lead to the attachment of geological
significance to laboratory-induced remanences.

The results obtained from the Esha Ness Ignimbrite (Storetvedt & Torsvik,
1985) are of superior quality to previously reported (B) remanences. The component is
thermally discrete (unblocking through temperatures of 620°-670°C) and lacks
contamination by stable secondary magnetisations (Figure 5.4).

The authors report the remanence to predate possible Devonian folding although
this relies on a single site and tectonic correction only changes the mean result by less than
one degree. Precision actually decreases with strike correction but a marginal improvement
is observed when magnetic fabric data is used. As the fold test is not statistically significant,
any inference regarding remanence age must remain inconclusive.

Both normal and reverse polarities are reported from what is presumed a single
ignimbrite sheet. This, it is argued, suggests secular variation to have been averaged out in
the final mean. The implied duration of remanence acquisition would seem at variance with
the intuitive cooling period of an ignimbrite sheet although no comment is made with respect
to this. (The geographical restriction of differing polarity to opposing fold limbs also
requires explanation or further investigation). Despite these reservations, the Esha Ness
result is seen as strong evidence for the physical reality of Group (B).

The question of the inferred remanence age is outstanding and will remain so until
a statistically significant fold or conglomerate test is applied within the Orcadian Basin.
Tarling (1985) suggests a Permo-Carboniferous age based on proximity to the European
APWP (Figure 5.2).

Torsvik (1984,1985a) implies Group (B) remanences (as listed by Tarling;
Table 5.1) to represent two discrete ages of magnetisation acquisition. The Newer Granite
results are interpreted as of late Silurian age whereas red bed results are seen as of
Middle-Upper Devonian age. This interpretation discrepancy clearly requires the
performance of a contact test on one or all of the granites. Such a test was carried out by
Kneen (1973) for the Foyers Complex but data o regarded as insufficient by Tarling
(1985) although accepted by Van der Voo & Scotese (1981). Briden (1970) reports a

positive contact test for the Garabal Hill Complex although this pole compares with other
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Lower Devonian data (e.g Latham & Briden, 1975) and not Torsvik's granite results and as

such cannot resolve the problem.

5.2.3 COMMENTS ON ORCADIAN BASIN PALAEOMAGNETIC WORK.

The controversy in interpretation of data from the Orcadian Basin in many ways
reflects the changes in accepted standards of laboratory treatment with time. It may have
been expected that studies which favour bulk demagnetisation at 300C (e.g Tarling et al.,
1976. Turner & Archer, 1975) would not reveal remanence directions which unblock at
temperatures above 500C (Torsvik,1984) and sometimes in excess of 600C (Storetvedt &
Torsvik,1983).

The use of pilot specimens in earlier studies has also perhaps led to an
oversimplification of reported magnetic signatures and the loss of vital information. The
discrepancies in age interpretation of Orcadian Basin magnetisations may well be resolved if
sufficient field tests with respect to each component can be effected. For example, although
Storetvedt & Torsvik (1985) report the presence of agglomerates in the Esha Ness
succession, no conglomerate test is attempted. It would also be interesting to study the
demagnetisation behaviour of ORS sediments from the northern Midland Valley where at
least the contemporaneous interbedded lavas have a widely accepted magnetic age. Important
lessons may then be learnt with respect to equivalent and younger sediments of the Orcadian

Basin.

5.3 TECTONIC CONSTRAINTS AND PROPOSED FAULT DISPLACEMENTS.

Various interpretations of the Siluro-Devonian palaeomagnetic data have been
quoted as evidence for large scale translations within the Caledonides (e.g. Storetvedt, 1974,
1975., Van der Voo & Scotese, 1981). By contrast, certain equivalence of results
transecting major dislocations have been used to constrain potential movements (Harte et al.
1984 ., Briden et al. 1984).

Storetvedt (1974) explains differences existing in Group (B) determinations
from north of the Great Glen Fault (GGF) and Norway by invoking 200-300 kilometres of
sinistral strike slip movement. This was initially opposed on geological grounds by Mykura
(1975) who argued that this would lead to stratigraphical incompatibility. In reply,
Storetvedt (1975) states this to be a minimum estimate and lengthens inferred movement to
of the order of 500 kilometres. Donovan et al. (1976) similarly oppose large displacement
on stratigraphic grounds outlining that ORS sediments on both sides of the fault have similar
development histories unique in the British Isles.

Differences in Devonian palaesomagnetic data between Britain and Norway were

earlier noted by Briden (1970) who outlined potential causes of the disparity. One
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possibility essentially forms the basis of Storetvedt's argument in that "Britain and Norway
belonged to different crustal plates between which large relative movements have since
occurred.” Briden notes that failure of the geomagnetic dipole approximation or differing
ages of remanence could also explain the results.

Storetvedt (1987) has maintained the need for sinistral displacement (now 600
kms) evidenced in Group (B) directions despite criticism on palaeomagnetic grounds
(Briden et al. 1984., see also 6.6, 7.4.2, 7.5.1, Figure 7.10). He further suggests a
compensating dextral movement (300 kms) in 'Hercynian time' based on apparent contrasts
in Group (A) results across the GGF.

Briden et al. (1984) point out that the Norwegian data differ significantly from
British results soyth of the GGF and hence require an alternative explanation. Newer Granite
results (i.e. Torsvik et al. 1983, Torsvik, 1984, 1985) do not indicate sizable
transcurrent motion. These are explained by Storetvedt as being "not sufficiently well
defined to enable reasonable assessment of the model involving a few hundred kilometres
translation.”

Storetvedt & Deutsch (1986) use the hypothesis of sinistral then dextral
transcurrent motion to correct data from northwest Scotland syenites (Turnell & Briden,
1983) by twenty degrees in declination and subsequently construct a new Lower Palaeozoic
APWP for Scotland (3.2.2).

Van der Voo & Scotese (1981) presented palaeomagnetic evidence for ¢.2000
kilometres sinistral displacement on the Great Glen Fault during Carboniferous times. Their
proposal was based on selected British data and proved comparable in scale with similar
mega shear postulated for the Appalachian Belt (see Kent & Opdyke, 1978, 1979).
Displacement would resolve palaeomagnetic latitudinal differences between Europe and
North America on the Bullard et al. (1965) reconstruction. Geological evidence quoted in
support of the hypothesis is the great similarity reported between the Pre-Cambrian of
Greenland and that of the Lewisian of Scotland (Tarney et al.1972). Palaeomagnetic results
West of the Great Glen were re-examined in the light of the proposed offset. Group (A)
remanences originally regarded as secondary (e.g. Tarling et al. 1976) were reinterpreted
as of primary origin and thought to reflect a discordancy across the fault zone (e.g. with
respect to Kneen, 1973). The reported group (B) results (e.g. Storetvedt & Carmichael,
1979) were considered to have no physical basis (Figure 5.3).

This mode! has subsequently been opposed both on geological (e.g. Smith & Watson,
1983) and palaeomagnetic grounds (Briden et al. 1984, Torsvik, 1984, Torsvik et al.
1986). Briden et al. point out that displacement of this magnitude is not compatible with a
single Eulerian rotation for the exposed length of the fault. Further they provide evidence
(largely from Turnell & Briden, 1983) that the APWP North of the GGF is of "British"
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rather than "American” affinity. Turner & Archer (1975) recognised a group (A)
remanence of identical direction and unblocking properties south of the GGF in the Gamrie
outlier not considered by Van der Voo & Scotese. Similarly, the (I) component of the St.Abbs
outlier (6.6) is demonstrably a secondary magnetisation and in this context would also
argue against a model for 2000 kilometres displacement (6.7).

Palaeomagnetic data within the paratectonic Caledonides can also provide
constraints on the timing and magnitude of potential displacements between
tectonostratigraphic blocks. Bluck & Leake (1986) have summarised the geological evidence
for disparate positioning of the Grampian and Midland Valley blocks during Ordovician times.
Watts, (in Harte et al.1984), notes the identity of Lower ORS poles from either side of the
Highland Boundary Fault (HBF) and infers constraint on late-stage (post ORS) displacement
to "less than the errors of location of the palaeomagnetic poles". The lack of detectable
motions between the blocks following extrusion of the Old Red lavas is consistent with
correlation of the 'Lintrathen Porphyry' across the HBF for late Silurian time (Paterson &
Harris, 1969., 7.7).

Briden et al. (1984) note there to be no discrepancy in Silurian-Devonian data
across the Solway Line (lapetus Suture). They suggest that, if this represents closure of
lapetus, then a minimum rate of ~2cm per year is implied. Piper (1979) suggests that a
certain longitudinal difference in poles from north and south of the suture is consistent
with, but does not establish, the 1000 kilometres of dextral shear postulated by Phillips et
al. (1976). The poles used in this analysis are poorly constrained however (e.g. Cautley
Dolerite., Piper,1979. Cheviot., Thorning, 1974) and of uncertain age (Fishguard Volcanic
Group, secondary magnetisation). A sinistral shear sense is now thought to have
predominated during Lower ORS times by most workers (e.g. Hutton,1987., see 2.2) but
may not have effected major translation (7.7).

The motion of the British Isles as derived from palaeomagnetic data can be
considered in two phases during Ordovician-Devonian times (see Figure 5.1a). Firstly, an
east-west polar wander can be explained by an in situ anticlockwise rotation with respect
to the present pole. This rotation occurred through Ordovician to Late Silurian time.

Palaeolatitudinal translation is then required between early and late Devonian
time (or mid-Devonian to early Carboniferous time; see Torsvik et al. 1988) producing a
north-south spread of poles. A moderate southerly latitude hence becomes a more equatorial
latitude by late Devonian (early Carboniferous) time. Torsvik (1985a) suggests a 'kink' in
the polar wander path to accommodate his Newer Granite data. This produces the

north-south-north palaeolatitude movement indicated in Figure 5.1b.
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CHAPTER 6: PALAEOMAGNETIC STUDY OF THE O.R.S. VOLCANICS
AND SEDIMENTS OF ST.ABBS HEAD, BERWICKSHIRE,
S.E.SCOTLAND.

6.1 INTRODUCTION.

The volcanics and sediments of St. Abbs Head represent an outlier of Lower Old Red
Sandstone which unconformably overlies the Silurian greywackes of the Southern Uplands
(A.Geikie, 1864). They form a minor southerly constituent of a voluminous volcanic suite
ranging from the Cheviot Hills to the Grampian Highlands of Scotland (Figure 6.1.,
Thirlwall, 1981).

Current geological evidence suggests large scale transcurrent movements within
the British paratectonic Caledonides persisting into early Devonian times (Hutton, 1987.,
Elders, 1987., Soper et al. 1987., Anderson & Oliver, 1986., see Chapter 2 for review).
Recent palaeomagnetic studies from Norway (Douglass, 1988) show substantial separation
between Britain and Norway to have persisted until at least middle - late Devonian times.
There exists therefore, the possibility of revealing palaeomagnetic anomalies between
individual terranes within the Caledonian mosaic through the study of the O.R.S.

A palaeomagnetic investigation was initiated at St. Abbs Head in an attempt to
image the translations and/or rotations expected from the geological models. The coeval
Siluro-Devonian pole derived from the northern Midland Valley volcanics (Sallomy &
Piper, 1973., Torsvik, 1985) might then be used comparatively to resolve relative
movements between the two areas subsequent to lava extrusion. Elsewhere, palaesomagnetic
constraint is offered by a pole position from the Cheviot Volcanics (Thorning, 1974) which,
although having a large error and being derived.from a younger member of the voicanic
suite, is in general agreement with the Midland Valley result.

Further to this, the O.R.S. outcrop at St. Abbs Head afforded the opportunity to
investigate and compare the palaeomagnetic properties of both volcanics and sediments;
previous work from the Orcadian Basin having revealed substantial complexities in their

signatures (Tarling, 1985., 5.2).

6.2 GEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND.

The St. Abbs Head outlier comprises a sequence of reddened andesitic lavas
interstratified with water lain bedded tuffaceous horizons of equivalent composition. The
tuffaceous horizons range in bed thickness from centimetre to metre scale and in grainsize
from ash to boulder grade. Clast composition is universally intra-formational (J. Geikie,

1887). The St. Abbs Head outcrop covers an approximate one and a half square kilometre
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area bounded to the west by the St. Abbs Head fault and possibly to the south by the
Halterem's Loup Fault (Figure 6.2). Further poorly exposed O.R.S. volcanics occur south of
St. Abbs at Mordington, Eyemouth and in a SW-NE belt between Auchencrow and Coldingham.

The lava/tuff succession unconformably overlies Llandovery greywackes,
siltstones and shales which form a component of the Southern uplands accretionary prism
(McKerrow et al. 1977). An outlier of the Lower O.R.S. 'Great Conglomerate' which
comprises clasts of these greywackes occurs in fault contact with the St. Abbs Head volcanics
at Bell Hill (918680) and is inferred present at depth below the volcanics (J.Geikie,
1887., Rock & Rundle, 1986).

A minimum age for the lava succession is provided by an intruding biotite -
lamprophyre dyke (400 +/- 9 Ma; K-Ar Biotite, Rock & Rundle, 1986) which forms one
of a suite of such dykes concentrated in the southern half of the Central Belt and northern
edge of the Southern Belt of the Southern Uplands (Rock et al. 1986).

The structure of the St. Abbs Head succession is equivocal due to the great
difficulty in obtaining reliable dip indicators south of Burnmouth Harbour (Figure 6.2). To
the north of this point, the strata generally dip to the southeast at values between 18° and
35°. Further south, the volcanics are thought to be upended against the Halterem's Loup
fault to produce a complementary NW directed dip and hence may form a synclinal structure
(see J.Geikie, 1887., map & Fig.2. p.181).

The trend of this structure is comparable to that of the Strathmore syncline -
Sidlaw Anticline fold pair of the northern Midland Valley and hence may also date from the
late Caledonian (Acadian) transpression. Stratigraphically, the deformation is regarded as
having climaxed during Emsian times (Soper et al. 1987., 394-387 Ma; Harland et al.
1982).

There is no direct evidence which relates to the post-emplacement thermal
history of the lava/tuff succession but indirect evidence can be gleaned from studies of the
underlying greywackes. Oliver et al. (1984) report illite crystallinity and acritarch
colouration data from the Coldingham and Linkim beds which suggest metamorphism
transitional between zeolite and prehnite-pumpellyite facies (i.e. thermal conditions of 90°
- 200°C). They infer heating to result from burial under "an unknown thickness of Upper
Silurian and early Devonian sediments” hence providing an upper palaeo-temperature limit

to the base of the O.R.S. cover sequence.
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6.3 SAMPLING & METHODS.

Palaeomagnetic sampling sites were chosen so as to potentially afford maximum
relative age constraint to the recovered magnetisation components. Sites were
geographically dispersed to include the proposed upended strata at the southern end of the
promontary (fold test), a boulder grade facies of inter-stratified tuff (conglomerate test),
and a traverse across the dated lamprophyre dyke (contact test).

In addition, it became evident at Horsecastle Bay (918685, SAH 1-4A), that both
original aswell as tectonic components of dip were present. It was hoped therefore that
palaeomagnetic studies would complement sedimentological work initiated at this locality
aimed at determining the palaeo-horizontal. Table 6.1 outlines the sampled site lithologies
and their use in the respective field tests for the St. Abbs Head section.

TABLE 6.1. ST. ABBS HEAD: SITES, SAMPLES, & FIELD TESTS.
LITHOLOGY SITE(S) SAMPLES FIELD TEST
N (n)

ANDESITE LHL1 6 (5) (F)

a/a LHL2 7 (6) (F)

a/a LHL3 7 (7) (F)

a/a LHL4 8 (8) (F)
Fine Tuff LHS1 6 (6) (anomalous)
ANDESITE FTS1 6 (5) (F)

a/a FTS2 6 (5) (F)
LAPILLISTONE FDS3 11 (11) (F)
ANDESITE FDS4 7 A7) (F)

a/a FDS5 6 (6) (F)
LITHIC TUFF SAH1-4A 26 (22) (TS/FS)
DYKE & CONTACT K2/7 1-2 24 (21) (TS/FS, CT)
LAVACONGLOMERATE  SAH5-17 27  (27) (CO = 13 CLASTS)
FIELD TESTS: - (F)= FOLD TEST

(TS/FS)= TOPSET/FORESET DIFFERENTIATION

(CO)= CONGLOMERATE TEST

(CT)= CONTACT TEST

N = Total samples collected.,

(n) = Samples used in calculation of statistical means.
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For sites north of Horsecastle Bay and sites SAH 5-17 & KZ/7 1-2, tectonic
control was obtained from inter-stratified tuffaceous horizons within the volcanic
succession. For the remainder of sites however (FTS1-2, FDS3-5), although a general
northward dip may be inferred from the orientation of columnar joints/cross joints within
the volcanics, absolute measurement proved difficult and dips therefore represent best
estimates only.

Samples were cored using a portable petrol driven drill (diameter, 2.5 cms) and
later trimmed in the laboratory to heights between 1.8 and 2.3 centimeters dependent on the
quality of recovered cores. Each sample was individually oriented in the field using both
magnetic and sun compasses wherever possible.

Detailed demagnetisation experiments were undertaken using both stepwise
thermal and static three-axis alternating field methods. Thermal demagnetisation data
predominate as many samples were found to contain magnetisations which could not be
removed by the AF method (i.e. coercivites greater than 100 milliTesla). Several samples
were treated using combined demagnetisation firstly with alternating field then
subsequently with thermal treatment. Remanent magnetisation measurements were made
using a micro computer controlled complete result spinner magnetometer (Molyneux,
1971). Orthogonal projections were computer plotted after each demagnetisation step so as
to allow optimum choice of ensuing treatments. Results were interpreted using the LINEFIND
statistical algorithm of Kent et al. (1983); selected lines being checked by visual inspection

of data.

6.4 PALAEOMAGNETIC RESULTS.

Variations in the NRM intensity and apparent susceptibility determined for the
volcanics and tuffaceous sediments are illustrated in Figure 6.3.

Following detailed stepwise demagnetisation, a maximum of three remanence
components were identified as present in any given sample. These were termed components
(L), () & (H) pertaining to 'Low’, ‘Intermediate’ and 'High' unblocking spectra
respectively. A brief description of the properties of each magnetisation component now

follows:-

(Examples of orthogonal projections revealing the characteristic components are illustrated
in Figure 6.4 and further referred to in the following text. The distribution of magnetisation
components between palaeomagnetic sampling sites is summarised in Table 6.2. Site mean

and sample statistics for components () and (H) are given in Table 6.3).
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FIGURE 6.3: Observed variations in NRM Intensity and Apparent Volume Susceptibility for the
differing palaeomagnetic sampling sites. Parameters are plotted on a logarithmic scale. Solid
circles indicate distribution means. Triple bars delineate the extent of one standard deviation.

Single bars mark the total observed range.
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TABLE 6.2 : DISTRIBUTION OF COMPONENTS BETWEEN SAMPLING SITES.

SITE COMPONENT (L) COMPONENT (1) COMPONENT (H)
LHL1-4

LHS1
FTS1-2
FDS3-5
SAH1-4a
SAH5-17
KZ/7 1-2

<. 2 2 L 2 2 <2
<. L Ll 2L 2 0 4
< X <4< X X v X

(* No statistical mean calculated as component distribution is non-Fisherian).

6.4.1 COMPONENT (L).

The relative magnitude of component (L) with respect to the other components
varies considerably between sites and to a lesser extent between samples of a given site. It
may be expressed merely as a minor 'kink' in the demagnetisation trajectory, (i.e. <5%
total NRM), or form the predominant component present in a particular sample (c.f. Fig.
6.4., a & b, respectively). Component (L) is generally removed following treatment to
approximately 250°C/15milliTesla upon demagnetisation. The component is poorly
constrained in direction often being defined only by the difference vector of the NRM and
ensuing first demagnetisation treatment (e.g. Fig.6.4 a-d).

A correlation was observed between the direction of component (L) and the
orientation of field drilling. This is particularly evident at sites where the component forms
a relatively high proportion of the NRM (i.e. sites SAH1-4A). Examples of this relationship
are illustrated in Figure 6.5.

The correlation stBngly suggests at least a proportion of component (L) to be
imparted during sampling. As such, it can be of little or no geological significance. Recent
field (viscous) effects may also contribute to the component.

Drilling Induced Remanence (DIR) has been previously reported by Burmester
(1977) and Jackson & Van der Voo (1985). It is ascribed to the acquisition of a
stress-aided viscous magnetisation by large surficial magnetite grains during sawing or
drilling. Burmester (1977) suggests a method for its removal based upon etching of the
sample surface with HCI. In the present study however, little or no spectra overlap was

observed between component (L) and components of higher magnetic stability (e.g. Figures
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6.4 & 6.5). Traditional cleaning methods were therefore regarded as adequate for its
removal.

It is notable that the DIR orientation survives the later disturbing effect of sample
trimming in the laboratory. This process should act to degrade any correlation between
component (L) and the sample drilling axis. In this respect, the reported DIR is akin to that
described by Watts (1979, p.191) for the Upper Cambrian Eau Clair Formation and
somewhat unlike those of Burmester (1977) and Jackson & Van der Voo (1985) both of

which were reset to the direction of the ambient field during sample preparation.

6.4.2 COMPONENT (I).

Component (1) occurs in all samples of the study with the exception of site LHS1
(Table 6.2). It generally unblocks between treatments of approximately 200-600°C/15
-100mT but stability may exceed the upper limit in the absence of component (H), (Figure
6.6a). This suggests both single/pseudo-single domain magnetite and hematite to carry
proportions of the remanence.

In situ, the component is south - southwesterly directed and of moderate negative
inclination. Thermal stability overlap is rare with respect to component (L) but common
with component (H) indicated by substantial curvature of the demagnetisation trajectory
(Figure 6.6b). Some overlap of coercivity spectra with component (L) is evident upon AF

demagnetisation (Figure 6.6a).

6.4.3 COMPONENT (H).

This component is restricted in occurrence to the tuffaceous sediments of
Horsecastle Bay (SAH 1-4A) and to the biotite lamprophyre dyke (KZ/7 1-2; Table 6.2).
In situ, the magnetisation has east - southeasterly declinations and is of moderate - steep
negative inclination. Unblocking occurs at temperatures in excess of 600°C during thermal
demagnetisation and it is not removed upon AF treatment to maximum fields of 100mT. This
indicates the remanence to reside exclusively in hematite.

When present, component (H) is usually uncovered within the final 10 - 15% of
NRM remaining following successive demagnetisations (Figure 6.4 b & c). As such, it
becomes particularly prone to the disturbing effects of laboratory induced noise, level of

instrument resolution etc.
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FIGURE 6.6: Orthogonal projections display a marked curvature indicating the overlap of
component stability spectra.

a) SAH 6.2: Components (L) & (I) overlap in coercivity spectra. Treatments are given in
milliTesla. 'Spiralling’ of the orthogonal projection during demagnetisation at treatments of 52
to 100 mT indicates minor GRM acquisition. Demagnetisation was then continued using thermal
treatment.

b) SAH 2.5: Components (l) & (H) overlap in unblocking temperature spectra. Little or no

overlap occurs between components (L) and {(I).
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6.4.4 ANOMALOUS RESULTS FROM SITE LHS1.

Both NRM and demagnetisation studies of site LHS1 are atypical to the
characteristic behaviour previously described. In situ, NRM directions are of southeasterly
declination and moderate negative inclination becoming south-southeasterly directed and of
steep negative inclination with tectonic correction (Table 6.3). NRM intensity and magnetic
susceptibility values are low when referred to the observed range at St. Abbs Head (Figure
6.3). With cleaning, a minor low blocking temperature/coercivity component gives way to a
stable magnetisation of similar direction to the total NRM. This unblocks at temperatures
between 200° - 650°C and at coercivities of between 15 and 100mT. A small proportion of
remanence remains after maximum AF treatment (100mT).

No satisfactory explanation becomes apparent for this 'anomalously directed’
component although it has been omitted from statistical analyses. Constraints upon bedding
are particularly good for the site such that an aberrent structural interpretation is
precluded. An explanation in terms of the 'mixing’ of magnetisation components (l) and (H)
remains possible however (as the anomalous direction is intermediate between these

components).

6.5 PALAEOMAGNETIC FIELD TESTS.
6.5.1 FOLD TEST.

The uneven distribution of both remanence components and palaeo-horizontal
indicators between sampling sites greatly hinders the successful application of a fold test at
St. Abbs Head.

As previously described, component (L) appears related to sample drilling axes
and therefore any fold test would be inappropriate. The restriction of component (H) to
Horsecastle Bay precludes its employment in a fold test; tectonic correction being
additionally complicated by the presence of syn-depositional dip surfaces. For this reason,
all sites within the bay were omitted from the fold test analyses.

A test was therefore only attempted for the component of intermediate unblocking
(1). The results are outlined in Figure 6.7 showing site mean distributions of the component
before/after tectonic correction (a,b) together with evolving Fisher statistical parameters
upon incremental correction (c). Employing the criteria of McElhinny (1964), the

intermediate component fails a fold test (i.e. is post deformational) at the 99% confidence

level.
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JABLE 6.3 : COMPONENT (1) and (H) STATISTICS & POLE DETERMINATIONS.

: U, (s
SITE N DEC INC
LHL1 5 213.2 -27.0
LHL2 6 216.4 -30.1
LHL3 7 214.1 -28.7
LHL4 8 217.2 -36.7
FTS1 5 190.4 -43.3
FTS2 5 190.1 -36.1
FDS3 11 208.8 -47.7
FDS4 7 186.2 -48.2
FDS5 6 205.9 -38.9
u ONE
LHS1 (IN 8ITU) 6 140.2 -42.4
LHS1 (CORRECTED) 6 163.2 -69.5

COMPONENT (1) POLE DETERMINATIONS,

SITE/LOCATION N DEC INC «95
(N = No, Samples)

NORTH LIMB 26 215.4 -31.2 2.6
(LHL1-4)

SOUTH LIMB 34 198.1 -44.3 3.4
(FTS1-2, FDS3-5)

BOTH LIMBS 60 206.4 -38.9 3.1
(above combined)

CONGLOMERATE 26 203.4 -35.0 4.5
(SAH5-17)

DYKE 21 198.1 -38.3 5.3
(K2Z/7  1-2)

COMPONENT (H) (STRUCTURALLY CORRECTED)
DYKE (SAMPLE) 11 65.1 -67.1 12.0

a95
3.5
9.2
4.4
2.6
6.1
8.4
4.7
6.3
4.9

9.7
a/a

116.9

52.6

36.3

40.6

37.5

15.6

k
482.1
53.8
188.9
454.3
157.0
84.1
94.4
92.5
191.9

48.4
a/a

POLE POSN.

LAT.

308.9E

326.6E

317.0E

322.6E

329.0E

316.0E

LONG.

42.7S8

5§7.4S

50.98

49.58

53.28

29.0N

4.99
5.91
6.97
7.98
4.97
4.95
10.89
6.94
5.97

5.90
a/a

dP dM
1.6 2.9
2.7 4.2
2.2 3.7
3.0 5.2

3.7 6.3

16.5 19.9
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c) COMPONENT (1): INCREMENTAL TILT CORRECTION
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FIGURE 6.7: Sile mean distributions plotted in equal area projection both prior to (a) and
following (b) simple tilt correction. Circles (stars) refer to projections in the upper (lower)
hemisphere. Evolving Fisher precision parameter and apical hall angle of 95% confidence are

also illustrated (c).
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CONGLOMERATE CLASTS
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FIGURE 6.8: Orthogonal projections (a,b) show the presence of components (L) & (I) during
conglomerate clast demagnetisation. An equal area plot of individual Component (I) directions is

shown in (c).
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6.5.2 CONGLOMERATE TEST.

An extensive bed of cobble-boulder grade tuff (volcanic conglomerate) was
sampled for provision of a palaeomagnetic conglomerate test at Horsecastle Bay (Figure
6.2). The unit is matrix supported and comprises clasts of intra-formational andesitic lava.
In total, thirteen clasts, (27 samples), were collected for palaesomagnetic analyses.

Following demagnetisation treatment, components (L) and (I) were obtained from
all clasts but no evidence of component (H) was recovered. Examples of conglomerate
demagnetisation trajectories are plotted in Figure 6.8 a,b. The distribution of component (I)
within the conglomerate is shown in Figure 6.8 c.

The directional consistency of component vectors between clasts represents a
negative palaesomagnetic conglomerate test; that is, component () forms a post depositional

magnetisation.

6.5.3 DYKE STUDY & CONTACT TEST.

Twenty four oriented cores were sampled from the biotite lamprophyre dyke and
contact zone intruding the lava/tuff succession on the south side of Horsecastle Bay. The dyke
is thought an extension of that exposed within the Lower O.R.S. (Great) conglomerate at Bell
Hill (Greig, 1975) dated at 400Ma +/-9., (Rock & Rundle, 1986).

A traverse through the country rock, contact zone (northern dyke margin) and
dyke interior was sampled for comparison of both magnetic properties and magnetisation
component structure. Variations in the NRM Intensity, volume susceptibility,
Koenigsberger Ratio and component build-up are graphically illustrated in Figure 6.9.

Several points arise from inspection of this Figure as follows:-

Ei 5.9 2 - NBM | ,

- A significant difference in NRM intensity between the lamprophyre dyke and
surrounding tuffaceous sediments (country rock) is apparent, intensities being
up to an order of magnitude greater in the country rock.

- Intensites of magnetisation in the country rock increase gway from the
(northern) dyke contact zone.

Ei 5.9 b : Vol S ibili

- Susceptibility increases away from the (northern) dyke contact into the country
rock; no systematic variation is observed within the dyke interior.

Ei 5.9 ¢ : Koenigst Rali

- A local 'peak’ in Koenigsberger ratio is apparent in the country rock close to the
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(northern) dyke margin.

- Trends in the predominence of magnetisation components across the sampled
profile were investigated in some detail but proved largely non-systematic with
dyke geometry.

- Apparent systematic variations at the northern dyke margin (KZ/7 2.4 - 2.9)
are generally in direct conflict with those observed for the southern dyke margin
(KZ/7 1.11 - 1.12).

- The preservation of component (H) outwith the dyke margin is noted for samples
KZ/7 1.11 & KZ/7 1.12. Component stability is atypical for these samples

however; component (H) unblocking in the magnetite range.

Representative orthogonal projections from the sampled dyke traverse are illustrated in
Figure 6.10.

Brunhes (1906) pointed out that if magnetisation directions from an igneous body
and its contact aureole were similar, then they could be regarded as stable. Everitt and Clegg
(1962) extended this stability test to include consideration of surrounding unbaked country
rocks. Thus, if both intrusion and baked aureole were shown to be significantly different
from unbaked rocks, the possibility of complete remagnetisation of all phases was removed.
Subsequent investigations have proven the usefulness of contact studies in palaeomagnetic
work (e.g. Wilson 1961, 1962. Buchan et al. 1980, McClelland-Brown, 1981).

The present investigation looks at a dyke and associated contact zone found to have
undergone substantial remagnetisation (Component I) but which also retains evidence of a
high temperature component possibly reflecting an original remanence (Component H).

Although remagnetisation now obscures much of the effects of intrusion, some
changes in magnetic properties are still apparent close to the dyke margin (Figure 6.9a-c).
Whether these presently observed trends in NRM intensity, susceptibility and Q ratio date
entirely from the time of intrusion is uncertain however. They more likely represent a
summed response of the magnetic mineralogy to i) changes induced upon heating in the dyke
aureole, and ii) effects of differential later remagnetisation possibly controlled by
porosity/permeability contrasts along the profile.

The present test is also complicated by the fact that dyke intrusion most probably
took place soon after deposition of the surrounding tuffs. As such, both dyke and country rock
may have had originally similar magnetisation directions. A criterion of the contact test
requiring dissimilar orientations was therefore never met.

The problem of 'picking' component (H) directions above laboratory noise is
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FIGURE 6.9 : Variations in the magnetic/demagnetisation properties across
the lamprophyre dyke - country rock profile (Sites KZ/7 1-2).

Sample numbers are indicated along the horizontal axis for each parameter. Dyke width is
approximately 1.5 metres; horizontal axis is not to scale.

a) NBM_Intensity, (mA/m); closed (open) circles refer to the right (left) hand intensity
scale.

b) Apparent Volume Susceptibility: Additional measurements were taken betwzen cored

samples for the dyke interior.

c) Konigsberger Ratio.(Q),
(L

Q= (xH)

| = NRM Intensity.

x= Susceptibility
H = Earth's Field at sampling site.

d) % Component build up of NBM. e.g. for Component (L) below:
—_
O/ N L
oL 7~ T ik de T

where component vectors are determined by vector subtraction.

e)_/H Component Ratio.
That is, the magnitude ratio of secondary magnetisation (l) to primary magnetisation (H)
for each sample along the profile; magnitudes determined by vector subtraction.

(FIGURE 6.9 IS ILLUSTRATED OVER PAGE).
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particularly acute given the low initial NRM intensity of the dyke samples. In some
instances, although samples showed the presence of this component, no directional
determination was considered reliable due to the large error encompassed in its
computation.

Limits of line data quality were therefore set as follows using the LINEFIND algorithm:
Acceptance criteria; error arc tolerence (RADTOL) <20° for excess standard deviation
parameter (RHO) = minimum 0.8. (see Kent et al. for explanation of statistical
parameters).

In situ distributions of components (I) and (H) recovered from samples of the
traverse are shown in stereographic projection on Figure 6.11a. Tectonic correction was
then performed about southerly dipping metre scale stratification observed in the
surrounding tuffs. Mean corrected directions for both components and their associated cones
of 95% confidence are shown in Figure 6.11b. Also denoted are the overall results from the
northern Midland Valley volcanics (Torsvik, 1985), Cheviot volcanics (Thorning, 1974).

The restricted occurrence of component (H) precludes its inclusion in a
palaeomagnetic fold test (6.5.1). Consideration of the respective ages of magnetisation and
deformation therefore relies entirely on the proximity of the component to the British
APWP both in situ and following structural correction.

The in situ orientation of component (H) in the dyke is unlike that of any
recognisable Phanerozoic field for the British Isies. Following correction of dyke data for
southerly dipping conglomeratic units however, the component is in close agreement with
reported directions from other Siluro-Devonian rocks (Figure 6.11b). This strongly
suggests component (H) to be pre-deformational. A significant 'steepness’ of corrected dyke
components (DHC., Figure 6.11b)) with respect to Midland Valley data may reflect either
contamination by a corrected (I) component (DIC), relate to the insufficient averaging of
palaeosecular variation or potentially have a palaeotectonic origin. Any palaeotectonic
interpretation is considered premature however particularly given the small dataset and the

likelihood that the other possibilities prevail.
These results prompt the following conclusions;

i) Dyke intrusion took place prior to deformation of the succession when the strata were
still horizontal. This accords well with available radiometric and stratigraphic constraints;
that is, a dyke emplacement age of 400Ma followed by Acadian transpression in Emsian

times (394 -387Ma).
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i) Directional agreement of component (H) with coeval results following correction for
southerly dip attests to its accurate recording of the palaeohorizontal and is consistent with
field evidence for a topset-foreset relationship between the southerly/easterly dipping

units respectively (Figure 6.12).

iii}y The preservation of component (H) in tuffs immediately adjacent to the dyke margin
(Figure 6.9d, samples KZ/7 1.11., 1.12) indicates a local baking of the country rocks. The
dyke's greater resistance to complete remagnetisation may reflect a lower porosity/

permeability than the surrounding tuffs.

6.5.4 DIFFERENTIATION OF LARGE SCALE TOPSETS & FORESETS.

The orientation of bedding surfaces within Horsecastle Bay is such as to preclude
their formation by tectonic means alone. Angular discordances between beds are interpreted
as reflecting the presence of syn-depositional dip, i.e. large scale foreset bedding, within the
succession.

South of the Horsecastle Fault, southerly dipping units appear to form topsets to
easterly dipping foresets (Figure 6.12). North of the Horsecastle fault only easterly dipping
sets are evident however. The problem arises therefore, as to how best to correct the
palaeomagnetic data from the lithic tuff sites (SAH1-4a) to the palaeohorizontal.

Tectonic corrections for both easterly (?foresets) and projected southerly
(?topsets) were therefore attempted for component (H). In situ and corrected component
directions are shown in Figure 6.13. Examples of the three component demagnetisation
structure ubiquitous for the lithic tuffs are shown in Figure 6.14.

The in situ distribution of components (I) & (H) forms a continuous directional
swathe approximating that of a partial great circle arc (Figure 6.13a). Such a
non-Fisherian distribution suggests neither component to have been completely isolated
using the thermal demagnetisation technique. This situation results despite the employment
of the LINEFIND algorithm accompanied by visual inspection of chosen line segments.

The probability that 'picked’ component (H) directions for these sites actually
reflect composite magnetisations resulting from blocking s