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ABSTRACT

The book Talkhis al-mutashabih :Ez l-rasm wa hj_rr-ayat ma ashkala minhu

c‘a_ﬂ bawadir al-ta§h—if wa-l-wahm together with T-ali al-Talknis is among

the most notable works of al—Irr‘gm al—HEfiz Abu Bakr al-Khai;Ib al-
Baghdadi (1). In fact these two are among the most notable bocks ever

compiled in the field of Talkhis al-mutashabih, representing as they

do a new approach. Scholars vefore al—Kha{:-J'-.b al-Baghdé'di- divided the
task of analysing names spelt similarly into two separate categories:

al-MXalif wa-l-Mukhtalif and al-Muttafiq wa-l- Muftarig. al-Khatib

merged the material of these twc categories to create a new one, which

was called by some of the later Muhaddiths al-Mutashabih (2), and by

others Talkhis al-mutashabih (3), from the title that al-Khat.:-ib had
given to these two bocks. Since the method adopted by al—Khai‘:-ib in
arranging and classifying the material of the bocks was unfamiliar
(4), Ibn al-’mrkuxrgn-i. decided to present it in a more accessible form.
Thus he arranged it in alphabetical order and summarised it in such a
way as to retain the maximum amount of important infcrmation.

Because of the great importance of this Mukhtasar, I decided to chocse
it as a topic for my Doctoral dissertation. I have edited the work

and compared it with the original al-Talkhis and Tali al-Talkhis. I

have appended 156 biographies, for which al-Khatib merely refers the

reader to other books of his or to al—-'I-‘ar.j-de al-kabzr by al-Bukhari.

I have also provided notes on the text where there is a need for them.
This comprises Part Two of the thesis. Part One, consists of the

following: an Introduction and a general Index. In my Intrcduction, I



have given the lives of the two scholars, al—Khat.:zb and Ibn al-
Turkurari. I have then discussed the phenomenon of al-Taghif,
examined the meaning of the word and explained the reasons that gave
rise to it. In addition I have surveyed the various views and
positions of scholars on the subject and their classifications of it,
and I have given a bibliography of the major works on it. I have then

defined the category of Talkhzi al-mutashabih and indicated its

advantages. I have then discussed the method used by al—Khai;_Ib in al-

TalkhI§ wa-Talih and that adopted by Ibn al-Turkurani in surmarising

and reorganising the material they oontain. To oconclude  the
Introduction, I have given a description of the manuscript of

Mukhtagar Talkhis al-mutashabih and my own methodology in editing and

commenting on the work.
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The Biography of al-Khatib al-Baghdadi *

His Name and Origin

His full name was Ahrmad ibncAl—i ibn Thabit ibn Algmad ibn Mahdi, , his
kunya was Abu Bakr, and he was known as al-Khai_:?_b al-Baghdadi. Fe was
an Arab belonging to a clan famous for horse riding, which inhabited

the village of al-Hassasa, one of the districts of al-Kifa.

His Birth and Upbringing

He was born in 392H in a village in one of the districts of Nahr al-
Malik near Baghdad. His fatﬁer, Abu l-I—}asancAl-i', knew The Qur’3n by
heart and eventually assumed, for a pericd of same twenty years, the
role of KhatEIb and Imam in the village of Darzijan. As a result, he
‘was given the title al-Kl':ai:‘:fb. This title was carried over to his
son.
It was in Baghd3d that al-Khatib was brought up. He memcrised The
Qur’an at an early age and was educated by Hilal ibnclxbdullgh al—';'.;i-_bi-.
When he was eleven, his father urged him to listen to Ed.i-th and
attend lectures on the subject. He attended only one session given by
‘ Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Rizqaw-a'yh and then left him for a pericd of
three years. During this pericd he studied Sh'a'fiai' figh and other
sciences with prominent contemporary scholars. He then resumed
attending lectures by his old Shaykh, Ibn Rizqaw.a'yh, and other
Muhaddiths, like Ab Bakr al-Bargdni, Abd al-Eusayn Ibn Bishr3n and

Abﬁ Nasr al-Narsi.

* This biography is adapted fram Siyar ac'lam al-nubala, 19/270 ard
al-Khatlb al-Baghdadi mu*arrikh Baghdad wa—rmhaddlthuha



His Travels

The first scientific trip al—Fhat_;b made was at the age of eighteen
when he visited “Ukbura in 410H. In 412H, he went to al-Basra and
al-Kufa, and then returned to Baghdad, where he stayed until the
beginning of 415H. He then started thinking seriously of going to
either Egypt or Naysabur. When he conferred with his Shaykh, al-
Barqgnz, he suggested that he should go to NaysEbL.nr and gave him a
letter to take to Abu Nu€aym al-I§bah5nI, in which he praised al-
Kha%i-b's academic achievements and status. It said: "Ee has, thank
God, preeminence in this subject and is firmly grounded; he has
travelled in search of it, and has achieved high standards that cannoct
be matched by many others who search for it like him.... I hope that
if you are impressed with him you will treat him well and bear with
him even if he burdens you and tries your patience by being so
demanding". During this trip, he went to Isbahan, Hamadhan, al-Ray,
Naysabur and al-Dinawar; he apparently returned to Baghdad in 417H.
In 445H, on his way to the Hajj, he went to Syria and visited Damascus
and Tyre.

Baving finished his pilgrimage, on his way back to Baghd;;d, he went

through Syria again and visited Jerusalem and Tyre for a second time.

His Move to Damascus

When al—Khap?b returned fram his pilgrimage, he settled in Baghdad and
devoted his time to lecturing and writing. However in 45CH, Aou 1-

I—;.;rith Arsalan al-Basasiri occupied Baghdgd. He exiled the Calirh al-

05 ?im bi Amr Alldh to I;iadfthat ®Ana and arrested his minister, Abu



l—Qgsim ®ali ibn al-Hasan ibn al-Maslama, whom he executed at the
Khurasan gate. Ee then ordered people tc pay allegiance tec al-
Mustansir al-QUbaydI, the ruler of Egypt. Since al-Kha’g:Tb was very
close to Ibn al-Maslamah, he left Baghdgd in disguise to save his life
arnd headed for Damascus. That was in 457H. He took with him all his
books and his writings, with the intention of settling permanently
there. But, after eight vyears he decided to leave because of
accusations fram Shi®I circles that he was a N§§:ibi-. These
accusations nearly cost him his life at the hands of Badr al-Armani,

Amir of the armies based in Damascus, who was a Sh‘ﬁte himself.

His Stay in Tyre and his Return to Baghdad

When al-Khat‘:i.b left Damascus, he settled in Tyre, which he left only
for occasional visits to Jerusalem. However, in 462H he felt homesick
and decided to go back to his cwn country. In Dhu 1-Hijja of that

year he reached Baghdad after visiting Tripoli, Aleppo and al-Rahbah.

His Illness and Death

According to Makki al-Rumayli "It was in the middle of Ramadan that
al-Khatib was taken ill, and by the begimning of [hu l-Hijja his
condition was critical. He made a will in favour of Ibn Khayrun to
whom he delegated the task of léoking after his bocks, and he gave all
his money to charities and the Muhaddiths. He died at four o'clock on

the morning of Monday 7th of Dhu 1-Hijja, 463H".
L J

His Character and Appearance

“Both physically and morally he attained a high degree of excellence".

He was "awesome, dignified, well-disciplined and eloquent, and he



possessed good handwriting." — His voice was loud and clear "so when
he used to read I:IadIth in the Damascus mosque, his voice could be
heard at the far end of the mosque. He also read in excellent
Arabic." He was quick at reading; in fact he read the S_a;hlih__ of al-
Bukhari with Abu Bakr al-f}?r:’. in three sessions anly, and he read it
with Karima al-Marwaziyya in five days. Because of his obsession with
acquiring knowledge, ‘'he uéed to read while walking". When he was
going to the Hajj, 'he used to recite the whole cf The Qur’an every
day, and when he was riding pecple used to gather around him and ask
him to lecture on I;Iad-l..th

He was pious, righteocus, genercus and modest.In this connection, Sac ia
al-Ma'addib said: "I asked Abu Bakr al-Khatib when I met him: Are you
the H;fig Abu Bakr? He replied: " Memorisation reached its limits

. - - . < .7 . = . -
with al-Daraqutni. I am Ahmad ibn Ali ibn Thabit al-Khatib".

His Learning

al—Khai;_Ib was a great scholar, well versed in fidh, I-;ad-i.th and
History. Many scholars praised him for his learning, among them hié_
own pupil, Abu Nasr ibn Mg.kl;l;, who said about him: "He was the most
distinguished person of our time in the knowledge, study, retention
and ordering of the hadith of the Apostle of God (p.b.u.h.), in
control of the various cillahs and isnads of the I‘—}adfths, in

familiarity with the narrators and transmitters, and in learning

concerning what was .sah-ith, gharIb, fard, munkar, saq?_m and matruh. In

fact, since Abu l—IjasancAli- itn € Umar al—DExaqut.:nI, the people of

Baghdgd have never possessed anyone else who oould match his standards”.



al—Kha}'i-b and Accusations of Plagiarism

Abu Sa d al-Samani said: "I read this note by my father: I heard Abu
al-fusayn ibn al—?uyﬁri. in Baghdad say that, except for his bocks on
history, most of what al-Khat.:Ib wrote was oopied fram al-.Stzr-i's
unfinished works. He added that al-g uri had a sister in Tyre with
whom, after his death, he left twelve bags packed full of bocks. Vhen
al—Khat.J'Tb went to Syria, he acquired scme of these books, copied them
and claimed them to be his own" (1). Before attempting to refute this
allegation, I will first say someg'ing about Ibn al-—’?uerI and al-?]rz.
Concerning Abu al-Husayn ikn al—’{\:yari-, the accuser, his full name was
al-Mibarak ibn ®Abd al-Jabbar ibn Ahmad ibn al-Casim al-Sayrafi al-
Ijanﬁmi_ (2) al-Baghdz.ldi— . Be learnt I;’adzth fram al-Khaw.th, Abu Abdullah

al—gﬁrI and others. He wrcte a great deal about al-Mutaqaddim'i-n and

those that came after them. The majority of I:qufgg transmitted E‘iadffh
on his authority. Scholars considered him trustworthy, but al-M¥ taman
al-SEj‘J'T considered him a liar (3). He was born in 411H and died in
50CH.

Regarding Abu Abdullih ibn Muhammad al-Suri, al-KhatIb wrote about him
as follows: |

"In 418H, he came to Baghdgi, where he stayed, writing I.-IadIth to which
he was dedicated. He wrote many bocks on the subject... No stranger

whom I have met has come amongst us who understood the Science of

Hadith ... he was trustworthy; I wrote down E‘IadIth fram him and he
wrote down Hadith from me a great deal" (4) . Likewise, al-Sam® anT
said: "He compiled many volumes but could not finish most of them

because of his death" (5). He died in 441H.



To return to the accusaticn levelled at al-Kha’t‘:i-b, mest of these  who
reported it either quote or paraphrase Ibn al—’z‘uyx?ri-'s statement;
except Ibn Kathir summarises it in a malicious way. Fe claims, in his
biography of al—§ﬁr-i: " Vhen al-garz died, he left twelve bags packed
full of books with his brother. The latter was contacted by al—Khat‘:J?b
who gave him samething in exchange for same of the bocks. He turned
them into his own books"(6). He repeats this accusation in a
different version in his biography of al-Kha:c-ib. He alleged that
“When he left Damascus, he settled in Tyre and wrote down much from
the works belonging to Abu Abdullzh al—?zzrz, which he used to borrow
fram his wife" (7).

al-Imam al-Dhahabi appears to be the only one of the early scholars to
reject the allegation. He says: "al—Kl'lai:_ij had no need of al-S.Gri.,
for he memorized better and had wider experience of travel, as well as
a wider range of I.-}Edith and knowledge" (8).

Among presemt day scholars who have been concerned to rebut the
allegation are €Abd al-Rahman ibn Yahya al-Mi®allimi in his bock al-
Tarkil (1/141) and YGsuf al-CIshsh in his book al-Khatib al-Baghdadi,

mu ?arrikh Baghdad wa muigaddithuha (p.156). Despite the quality of

the evidence advanced by these scholars, it seems to me that they have
overlcooked one important argument.

Ikn al—’z‘uyﬁr-i- says, while praising his Shaykh al—§¢.1ri-, "he was
versatile and knowledgeable in every branch of learning. What he said
was authoritative. It was fram him that al-Khai.:J?b learnt the sciencé
of Hadith" (9).

This last claim is unfounded, for the following reasons:

10



First, al-KhagIb began learning @ad;£h fifteen years before al-guri
even arrived in Baghdad; he began in 403H, and al-Suri arrived in
418H. We know that al—KhaEEb stopped attending lectures con ga&th for
a period of three years, during which he studied figh. He then
resumed attending lectures and finally travelled for the purpose of
collecting Hadith until 417H. Can it be true that thirteen years of
learning from praminent scholars in Baghdad, al-Kufa, al-Basra,
Naysabur and Isbahan was of no use at all and that the mere arrival
of al-Suri in Baghdad in 41€H was sufficient to provide him with all
the learning he acquired? This is far fram likely, especially when
the person involved was al- Khagib, who was renowned for his
intelligence, dedication and hard work.

Secordly, the letter of reference, sent in 415H by Abu Bakr al-BarqénI
to Abu Nuaym al-Isbahani, in which he praised his pupil al-Khatib,
states clearly that in @adIfh "he has pre-eminence ... and is firmly
grounded; he has travelled in search of it and has achieved high
standards that cannct be matched by many others who search for it like
him". If this testimony by a praminent scholar was made before al-
Khapzb arbarked on a trip in search of further learning, one can only
wonder what his achievements were at the end of this two-year trip.
Thirdly, when al—Kha@Eb wrote his biography of al—§ﬁr§2 he said: "I
wrote down @adith fram him and he wrote dcwn gadiﬁh fran me a great
deal". This statement shows that he did not learn gadzih fram him, as
claimed by Ibn al—?uyﬁiiz but that they benefited fram each other.
These three oonsiderations strongly suggest that Ibn al—?UyGiI’s

account is false. This is not surprising, since he is known, in other

11



connections, to have falsified historical facts.
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The Bicgraphy of Ibn al-Turkumani

His Name ard Origin

His full name was CAlL itn CUthman ibn Ibrahim ibn Mistafa ibn
Sulaymz;n al-Maridini, al—Migri-, al-[;lanafi', also knowmn as Ibn al-
Turkumani. His kunya was Abu al-Easan and his lagab was “a13? a1-pin.
The nisba Maridini refers to Maridzn, a town in al-Jazira al-
Furatiyya. It has a strong fortress at the tcp of a mountain which was
captured in 19H by “Iyad ibtn Ghurm (1). Nowadays it is part of
Turkey. The other nisba, Turkumani, refers to the Turkuman tribe.
His brother, Taj al-Din Ahmad (68l - 744H) refers to both in a letter
sent to K3tib al-sirr Shihab al-Din Ahred ibn Yahya itn Fadl Allah al-
“Umari (700 - 749H): "as far as tribe is concerned it is from al-
Turkuran ... as far as nisba is concerned it is fram Maridin." (2).

So far as we know, this is all that historical sources say about his
family. Nothing is said about the date of their moving fram Maridin

to Egypt, nor is any explanation given for their move.

His Birth and Backgrcund

Ion al-Turkumani was born in Cairo in 683H. He was brought up in an
atmosphere of scholarship and religion as well as rank and position.
His father, AL SAmr Fakhr al-Din Uthman (660 - 731H), was a great
scholar and a distinguished fanh. In fact, 'he was the Shaykh cf the
leaders of the Hanafiyya of his time" (3). He was preeminent in the
giving of. fatwas and in teaching for many years" (4).

He taught figh and usUl in al-Madrasa al-Mansuriyya (5), one cf the

most prestigious schools in Cairo at the time, where "only the nost

13



highly esteemed fugaha’ came" (6). Because of his firmly grounded
learning, "he was elcquent and highly respected by both secular and
religiocus leaders" (7). He was also genercus, devout and moral (8).
Ton al-Turkumani would seem to have had the most propitious possible

background in which to grow up.

His Studies and his Shaykhs

We have little information cn In al-Turkumani's education. Ve are
told that he studied E.iadi—th with his father (9) and fich with the gadl
al-qudat, Abu al-“Abcas Ahmad itn Tbrahim ibn“Abd al-Ghar al-Saruji
(637 - 710H) (10). It is also reported that he received I‘-Iad-ith fram
the following scholars:

Abl al-Ma“ali Abmad ibn Ishaq itn Mibammad al-Abarquhl (619-701H),
Abu Miammad “Abd al-Mu'min itn Khalaf al-Tuni al-Dimyati (613 -
705H), Shihab al-Din iln ®Ali itn“Abdullah al-Mihassini (d. 708H), Abu
al—I-}asan °Alj-. ibn Na§r Allzh itn “umar al—QurashI kncwn as ibn al-
Sawwaf (d.712H) (11), al-Sharif Musa ibn °AlT in AbL Talib al-Busayni
(628 =-715H), with whom he studied the Sahih of Muslim in 713H (12),

and Ibn al-Casim.

His Intellectual Standing

Ibn al-Turkumani is considered one of the greatest scholars of the
eighth century. He was known for his penetrating intelligence and his

versatile expertise. He was an authority on tafsir, ljadi-th, fidh,

u§sl and far® id. He was also well versed in the Arabic language,
history, mathematics, and the rational sciences as well as

literature, both poetry and prose (13).

14



§alzT}.1 al-Din ibn Aybak al-gafadf said about him: "He was a dedicated
writer; he wrote about many things in each of which he excelled. He
canpiled interesting works and his achievements are unrivalled. In
Egypt, he and his brother were like twin moons lighting up its night
sky, twin streams refreshing its gardens" (14). Itn I;Iab-i-b said: "He
was a learned Imam of blameless life". ©SAbd al-Gadir al-Qurashi
called him: "the Irrgm, son of the Irrgm, brether of the Imam and father
of the two Imams" (15). al- Iragi called him: "our Shaykh, the Imam,
the Scholar and the Hafiz" (16). Similarly, Ibn Taghri Bardi said:
"He was without .question the Imam of his time, especially in the

rational sciences and figh" (17).

His Life and Character

He was insatiable for learning and dedicated all his time to study
and teaching. "He worked and wrote incessantly, never jaded" (18).
He was morally pure, "altruistic® {19), of high reputation and had SGfi

le@mings. He propagated Sufism verbally, in his epitame of al-Risala

al-Cushayriyva, and practically, in educating and directing aspirants

at al-Madrasa al-Jamaliyya. He was very kind and good-natured.
His pupil, “Abd al-Cadir al-Qurashi said: " then I tcok to him the

bock I wrote on Abgd_fth al-Eidaya, to which I had given the title al-

Kifaya _f‘_JT E_afrifat ah3dith al-hidaya, he said jckingly, : “"You have

stolen this title fram me; I have used al-Kifaya as a title for my own
epitame of al-Hidaya, and I said at the beginning: "Praise be to God,
who gquarantees sufficiency (al—Kifa—ya) . "So, you must change the
title"., I replied: "Sir, mo-one but you can nare it". He then

C - - - -
entitled it al- Inaya fi E‘rifat ahadith al-Hidaya" (20).

15



He was very affectionate to his pupils, eager to teach them as much as
he could, and he always enccuraged them to spread learning and write
about it. He advised Amirs to treat them well. In this connection,
his pupilc'Abd al-QEdir al-Curashi tells a stery in which he gave the

reason for his writing his bock al-I;IgwI f_: bayan athar al-Tahawi :

"It was at the instance of our Shaykh ... Ny ! al-Din al-Maridini

..When a certain Amir asked him about this subject and said to him:
'We have al—'.I‘al;xa?dI's book, but vhen we cite a Eiadzth fram it to cur
adversaries, they say: 'We will receive I‘-Iadzth only fram al-Bukhari
and Muslim"' ... the qﬁgﬂ al—qudat “a15'a1-Din said: 'Most of the

ahadith that are in al-Tahawi are also in al-Bukhari, Muslim, al-Sunan

and other books of the Huffaz ...' The Amir said: 'I ask you to index
it and to make the proper attribution of the alggd-fﬂx in it to these
books.' The qa?c.li al-qudat said: 'I have no leisure for that, hut I
have a companion who will do it.' Be talked to him about treating me
well, and he spoke highly of me. The Amir tcck me and treated me
well. He helped me by providing me with many books ... the qggi— al-
quqé't provided me with a litte bocok in which were the names of al-
'I"al’.la-w-f's Shaykhs and said:'This is all that I need tc give you'" (21).

al-Qurashi also gives in the introduction to his bock al-Jawahir al-

mudiyya f_I ;abaqgt al-Hanafiyya the names of the scholars who helped

him to write this bock. He said: "The one who benefited me most and
gave me most support, was our Shaykh .. .Abu al—I;Iasan at al-Maridini,
I used always to show him the biographies that I had come across and
he would give me useful suggestions" (22). Vhen Ibtn al-Turkum@ni

. . -, - N '
assumed the position of qacEJ, al-qudat of the Hanafiyya in Egypt, a

16



dangercus post in which cne could make sericus blunders, his conduct
was good (23) and people witnessed his honesty and uprightecusness.

Yet, despite his moral standards and qualities, "he scmetimes went tco
far in his interpretations" (24). 1In 748H, he gave a strange fatwa
which caused an uprcar in the ranks of the Amirs and scholars in

Egypt. The fatwa was about "a dispute that erupted concerning the

ceremony of wuquf at “Arafa. In the view of the I@ccans' it should
take place on the Friday, according to what was established with the
qa-c}i- cf Mecca in the pres@nce of the qgc;ﬁ.— al qu?a’t ®1zz al-Din “axd
al-®Aziz ibn Jama% and other pilgrims fram Eqypt, Syria and Iraq.
However, 1in Cairo and Alexandria, the day of c?krafa was celebrated cn
the Thursday. Shaykh “Ala’al-Din “A1T itn al-Turkumani al-Eanafl
disagreed with Ibn Jam €3 and cave a fatwa disallowing the Hajj
performed by the pilgrims. EHe held that those who had caused them to
stand at c'Arafa on the Friday shculd campensate the pilgrims for all
their expenses, and that all the pilgrims shculd remain in the state
of ;ll}_@, ‘having no sexual intercourse and touching no perfume, until
they had stood once again atcArafa. [i;e. at the next year's E.!ajj at
the earliest]. The Amirs found his judgement distasteful, and the
pecple received it with sadness and regret for the money that they had
expended. It was particularly painful to the Amir, Tughayi:amur al-
Dawadar, whose wife was among the pilgrims. The Shéfic iyya were angry
and rejected this fatwa outright; Ibn Jama 6a decided to convene a
meeting to challenge the authority of Ibn al-Turkumani and prove that,
even by I;Ianafi— criteria, his fatwa was invalid. He was eventually

persuaded by the people to cancel this meeting for fear of the scandal
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it would cause" (25).

His Standing with the Amirs

Like his father, Itn al-Turkurani was highly regarded by the Amirs of
Egypt. It appears that his relationship with them was very close,
since he used to advise them and share his learning with them. In
exchange, he was greatly respected and his advice heeded. The Sultan
of Egypt al-N5§ir Muhammad ibn Qalawun'did not like his asscciation
with the princes" (26), prokably motivated by fear that such an
association could threaten his power. Ibn al-Turkumanl praised one of
these Amirs, Sayf al-Din Uljay in“Abdullah al-Nasir al Dawadar (d.

732H) in the following poem:

u\;z,\_,ggp_a;;fﬁ uua:sa;@\@;ufn

o Slainee S sl antn & 20

Ll dicsesl o, Al doA e Ses
LlogaeoinGes LS (Ut & oy
\-ﬁ\JJ‘\‘;-DC\’J)\\-; L;':B $r‘L‘-’ € &é v s

(27) LALA \:f}\ Lt Jb TP L;-L- W o2 2 Ms

His Offices

Ton  al-Turkumani taught in more than one school in Cairo (28). When
the Amir, “A13” al-Din Mughlatay itn Abdullah al-Jamall (d.732H) built
a school in 730H, which "he made into a place for teaching the I;ianaf'j:
doctrine and a hospice for Sufism", he appointed him "as the teacher
and the §G£{ Shaykh" (29). In Shawwal 748H (30) he assumed the post of
qa—d? al qudat of the Hanafiyya in Egypt. At Qal%t al-Jakal, "he had

bestowed on him the judge's robe without prior anncuncement" (31). He
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then went to al-Madra sa al-:c,gli}.liyya, a residence for all vho held
such ‘an appointment. He went into the quarters of the qgs’; al-quggt,
Zayn al-Din “Umar itn “Akd al-Rehman al-Bistami (d. 771H). Vhen the
latter saw him as an official judge, '"he was startled and left the
place" (32). Ibn al-Turkumani held this position till his death. Ee
had also been one of the four q-a-c'izs to pledge allegiance to the Sultan

of Egypt, al-NZiir Hasan ibn Mubarmmad ibn Qalawun in 748H. (32).

Many praminent scholars had the privilege of being taught by itn al-

Turkumani. Among them are the follcwing:

1. al-Imam al-Hafiz Abu 1-Fadl Abd al-Rehim iln al-Husayn al-Tragi
al-shafi T (725 -806H). Itn Fahd reported that Abu 1-Fadl learnt
E}adl-th fram Shaykh ©p13 al-Din in al-Turkumnl and he "studied
with him and with Ibn Sh3hid al-Jaysh the Sahih of al-Bukhari"
(34).

2. al-Tmam al-Mhaddith Ab3 Muammad Abd al-Gedir ibn Miamrad
itn Mihammad al-Qurashi al-Hanafi (696 -775H). He said, in the
biography he wrote of Itn al-Turkumani: "I studied part of al-
Hid;ya with him and I was constantly with him in my cuest for
I;Iad?th" (35). We menticned earlier that al—Curashz wrote two of
his books with the help and supervision of Ibn al-Turkumani.

3. al-Imm al-tuhaddith Abl Miammed Jaral al-Din Abdullah ibn
Yt.x-suf al-Zaylac i al—[:]anafI (d.762H). In Hajar said: "He acquired
learning fram al-Fakhr al—Zaylaci-, the commentator on al-Kanz,
and fram the qadi, “am13? al-Din itn al-Turkumani® (36).
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4. al-Iram Jalal al-Din Sawla ibn Ahrad al-Thayri, known as al-
Tabbani (€. 793H). ITkn Hajar reported that "he received scme of
al-Bukhari fram al-Shaykh “A13? al-rin itn al-Turkumani® (27).

5. al-Iram T3j al-Din AT ikn Muhammad itn “Abd al-“Aziz al-Tha®labi
al-shafi ©T al-Migill, known as Ibn al-Durayhim (712 -762H). Tbn
Hajar said: "He was taught by “a13" al-Din itn al-Turkurani” (38).

6. al-Infin SirFj al-Din “Urar itn Iskaq itn Atmed al-Ghaznawi al-
Hindi al-[;]anaf-f (d. 773H). TItn Hajar reported that: " he studied
with al-Shams al-Isbah@ni and the sons of Ibn al-Turkurani” (39).

7. al-Imdm al-Faglh Tzz al-DIn “Abd al-SAZiz (d. 749E) (40).

8. al-Faqih Sa'd al-DIn “Abd al-RahTh (d. 749H) (41).

- -— e - - c' Lo
9. al-Imam gadl al-qudat Jamal al-Din Abdullah (715 -76SH) (42).

The last three listed (7, € and 9) are the sons of Ibn al-Turkumani.

AT al-Hassan3t Abd al-Hayy al-Laknawi reports in his bock al-Fawa: id
al-bahiyva (p.25) that Taj al-Din Ahmad ibn S Uthman al-Maridini
studied figh under his own brother “A13? al-Din. This assertion, is
impossible; mno other bicgrapher cf the two brothers merrtions- it. In
fact, the c¢pposite is more likely to be the case because Taj al-Din
was two years older than ®a13? al-Din. It was custamary at the time

that the younger should learn fram the older.

His Works
Ibn al-Turkumanl was not a prolific writer because he devoted rost of
" his time to teaching and helping his students. Ve mentioned earlier

. . G
that when he was asked by an Amir to index the bock Sharh ma ani al-

athar by al-Tahawi, he simply replied: "I have no leisure for that”.
A— ¢ e
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Hence the bocks he campiled did not exceed 14, of which five were

epitames. These works are mentioned in various places by variocus

scholars:

1.

20

7.

Bahjat al-arib bi _,,'é i al-kitab al-SAziz min al—gharIb.

Juz” fj-.—jawa—z istibdal al-wagf. 1In his bicgraphy of the qta.dl_ Shams
al-Din Mllilamnad in c'Utl*)aTn. al—f!ar.i.r'i‘ al—{ianafi_- (653-727H), Ibn
fiajar says: "I came across a small work of his dealing with the
prchibition of receiving samething in exchange for wagf which was
criticised by In al-Turkumani in a booklet"(43).

al-Jawhar al-fard é- al-munazara bayn al-nirjas wa l-ward; this is

mentioned in Hadiyvyat al-Srifin (44).

al-Durr al-nagi fi al-radd “ala al—Baykan This is menticned in

a number of sources. Same call it al-Jawhar al—naqi—.' It is

printed as an appendix tc al-Sunan al-kubra by al-Bay’naqi—.

Cammenting upon it, C'Abd al-Cadir al—Curashi says : "It is a great
bock; if it had been seen by any of the E‘iuffa-g before him, he
would have asked him to let him kiss his tongue, as Aba Sulayman
al-Darani asked Abu Dawud who wrote al-Sunan to stick out his
tongue so he could kiss it " (45).

Likewise, Ibn Taghri— Bardi says: "Its content is sublime, and it

shows wide and deep knowledce" (46).

al-Lurr al-saniyya g l-qa§'i.da al-sunniyya. This is menticned in

Co ans
Hadiyyat al- arifin (47).

Sharh al-Hidaya. He was unable to finish this, but his son, q-gglr

al—qug,;:, Jamal al-Din Ahmad did so.

Kitab al—;iuaafé-)_wa; 1-matrikin.




8. al-Kifaya fi Mukhtasar al-Hidaya.

9. Mukntasar 'I‘a]khi's_ al-Matashabih f_; al-Rasm. This is mentioned in

Hadiyyat al$3rifin (1/720).

10. Mukhtagar al-Risala al~Qushayriyya.

11. Mukhtagar al-Muhasgal £1 ilm al-kal3m.

12. al-Muntakhab fz “ultm al—badi-ﬂq. This is a shortened version of

-— -, Q - - .
Mugaddimat Ibn al-Salah. al-Hafiz al- Iragi says of it 'he

fulfilled his task; we know of no-one who has: equalled him" (48).

- - c
13. al-Mu’talif wa l-mukhtalif fi ansab al-Arab.

14. Mupddima £1 al-’usil. al-SuyGtl refers to this as al-Madin £

dusdl al-fich (49). Others call it Sa‘diyya £I al-dugil (50).

To conclude this brief survey of his works, one might also quote 'Sal'a'l'x
al-Din al—§afad?i'.' : "He started writing many bocks as introductions to

various branches of learning but they were never campleted" (51).

His Death

- - : [ <2 - - ,.
Ibn al-Turkumani died of the plague on the day of Ashura in 75CH.
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al——Tas;lﬁf, its meaning, definition and etymology

The dictionary meaning of al—Tas}gi-f is a mistake made when reading al-
§a}}—ifa, as a result of similarities between letters. al-Khalil ibn
Ahmad al-Farahidi, cne of the oldest lexiccgraphers te define al-
Ta§1;1If said: "al—?al.laf'i- cr al-M.lga}.ﬂ:lif is the one who makes mistakes
when citing al-?u}:.uf because the letters lock similar" (1).

Many later lexicographers also use this definition in  their
dictionaries and other writings (2). The meaning of the term, however,
later expands to cover any mistake made while reading al—?al.li—fa,
whether the mistake arises because of similarities between letters or
not. The first lexicographer to define it in this way is al-Jawhari ,
who says: "al-Ta%qu is making mistakes in al—§a}:1-j-.fa" (3). Many
others adopt the same definition. al-MJt:arrizI- says: "al Ta§1:1-ff is
to read a word in a way not intended by the writer or different fram
what is comonly established" (4). Similarly, al-Firuzabadi said:
"al-—§a1:1afI is one who makes mistakes when reading al—§abi_fa" (5). al-
Fayy&m'-. said: "al-Ta.§1;1§f is changing sounds of a word in a way that

changes the meaning" (6).

Now that we have given the meaning of al-Tashif as it appears in
various dictiocnaries, let us consider its meaning in common usage.

Scholars have cammonly used the word sahhafa/tashif in the first sense

that we gave, and evidence for this abounds. Sametimes they also use
it, in the wider sense, to refer to any mistakes maede while reading
al-§a1:1-i-fa. In this regard, al- Asma 1 says: "al-KisE’i. used to make
tas.lp'?f in reading this verse: )

i s csen il e AL
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() 5t dide KiLm . ety
Likewise, Muhamrad in Hab.i.b says: "Abu cUbayda used to say:
(8). AN 8_s5ias sy o (.3 Ju;—- — it ‘b_, Casas ¢ vl & u—-.::
Cthers extend the use of .§ah1;1afa and apply it to one who explains a

word but gives the wrong meaning. In this respect, the following is

reported in Tahdhib iglah al-mantig (p.79€):

- ( - - S \-ws s 4
\Jﬂ_ﬁuﬁﬂf’g&tp-ﬁ\gg.‘ra_,dﬁc\\:)a(}-od}ﬂé LS\(Ge\.; VH\L..\L&\L)

C : AT A : .
c')_,_,@l\gcw:u,_e.g;\_hm\d),bJ‘ln:suaF—:»LﬁJ..u.j\:d_,a:»_,
. Lau

The word al—Tag@If is derived fram al—§a}.1-i-fa; it is a coined word, not
one handed down by the early Arabs (9). The word 1is originally
applied to "people who acquired knowledge straight fram al-Suhuf and
not fram scholars. As a result, distortions were cammonplace in what

they used to narrate. Therefore, it is said that these people

{sese (10).

The verb sahhafa is conjugated as follows:
J—‘—A—

¢ . ’ < - -
€, J/“/ w/ s 4 @ > ¥} -

‘_gs“’)(u\s-o)(m)b;(w& m:a@\mhw.)r\.a‘:;\:uewfus\o
q_,\,_,cuw w\wo_wolu_,s,m” c.c.a-unJ‘dLs O_AL,,M_,AA\JQ\.»\&.,
Qa_,;-d\__v_;g!,.a.\\_; e‘_,c\to‘_.-c»\,_k,\_,,u,La..\(_,Lma.\\d\:..__...\\e(v-‘.a:“‘-‘
u—-d\dd\a.-u(un:‘-a r.\\.mzw&;wﬂ-)\eu-o ulr.c..__.llcs,,ao\

(11) (t‘._\-b\_;-\\ A\.\)\ n.a.__J\u.:.J-‘-u ‘:v-».\.\ c_;ﬂ--bccu..—odl
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The Difference between al—Tag‘Q-if and al—Tal;lrIf

al—Ta}'lrIf has a wider sense than al—Ta§hi.f since the meaning cf al-
Tal;lri-f is al—TaghyJ'-.r (12), i.e. change, and this covers any kind of
change. al-Ta§l.ﬂf, on the cther hand, refers to cases where a reader
reads a particular word wrongly because he confuses its letters and
vowel signs. This in itself is a change but of a special type. EHence
any taglzzf is tal;lr‘if kut not the other way around. The other
difference between these two words, as it appears to me, is that al-
Tal.lr‘i-f can be both intenticnal and unintentional whereas al—Ta§1;1i-f is

always unintentional.
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The difference between al—Ta§}.1zf and al—Ta}grff

according tc Ikn Eajar

Scholars of EiadIth use the temnm al—Taglﬁf to refer tc mistakes in
reading al—§al;x-i-fa. These may be caused by confusing a dotted letter
with another dotted one, an undotted one with ancther undottea cne, a
dotted letter with an undotted cne, or vice versa. They also use al-
Ta§}:..j..f to refer to cases where the reader confuses the vowel signs of
a word. Tbn I;Iajar however, restricts al—Tang-if to cases where the
letters of a word are confused, applying al—Tal;rIf to those where ti'xe
vowel signs are confused. This is his definition:
¥ \-sfuL_..J\d LN o s\ u.:..-b;\ u_,-b..m-w a.a.\ B G u\
(13) - u_;il_, ,ja_)\ d) a_ul u\! olo (u_fte.l\.-s .L...\\d\q_.dhus.;
It seeans probable that what Ibn Hajar means by c_\(__““_u is vowel marks
and not similarity in the shape of letters such as JL)land \Jlas

Muhammad “Abd al-Salim Harin believes. (14)

The differentiation suggested by Ibn Hajar is adopted by scholars of
al-Badi who divide al-Jin3s into various categories, including jinas

musahhaf and jinas muharraf: "al-tusahhaf refers to cases where the

two elements of al-Jinas are similar in the shape of their letters hut

differ with respect to their dots. An example.of this is in the
s~ 2 . v oL e” A {- -

Qur'dn: csalo IV LY I cCma s (SR s UL, (15)

On the other hand, there is "al-Jinas al-Miharraf whose elements are

similar in the shape of their letters but differ with respect to vowel
signs. They can be two nouns, two verbs, a noun and a verb or anythlng
else. An example in The Qur' 3n is: c_)\gu.d/,.-b\: o-'./ (q-u-i L., .»|-4-nJ:

L L4

(16) .L:-_‘./.'.'J\q:.‘a‘.:
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The Causes of al-Tag,}g.If

To my knowledge, no scholar has ever devoted a separate book or even a
separate chapter to the causes of al—Ta§}.1-j'.f . Bowever, 1in their
discussions, one can find references to the problem either stated
directly or in an cbligue manner. I have traced them here and there,
and I have found that there are five major causes of al—Ta§}.1§f.

First the cmission of dots and vowel signs. These were, of course,
not used in pre-Islamic and early Islamic Arakic script, so that the
identical and similar shapes of certain letters led to widespread
confusion.

To remedy the problem scholars were forced to devise a system of naqt
and i‘jgm. al—cAskarI says: "It is said that the reason for the use of
nagt in the Masdhif was that people continued to read the “Uthmanic
Masahif for forty-odd years until the reign of “Abd  al-Malik ibn
Marwan. al-Ta§1'.11'f as a result became widespread, and it proliferated
in Ir3q.

al-Hajjdj was concerned and instructed his secretaries to create a
system of distinctive signs to distinguish similar letters. It is
said that Nasr ibn c’l&gim devised such a system, placing dots either
singly or in pairs, above and kelow letters to distinguish them.
People thereupon followed this system for a while, using only the
dotted script, but even with the use of dots, al-TashIf occurred. So
they devised al-ch;m, to be used in conjunction with the dots. Only
if a word is not properly examined can al-Ta hif occur” (17}.

Despite the introduction of these orthographic conventions as

safeguards against al—Tagl;z-if , mistakes still happened. So anocther
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- . . G - ann N -
device was introduced, namely that of alamat al-ilhwal. This

involves: ‘"putting under the G¢«la small ¢ and under sV a smill
s The same is done for. s\ W sl el . This was cammon ameng
same of the people of al-Mashrig and al-Andalus. Same pecple simply
used a kind of nabra (hamza) under these undotted letters" (18).

There were other devices used for the same purpcse.

Perhaps the first tc pioneer the use of such devices for undotted
letters and to pave the way for others to follow was cAbdullEh in

Idris al- Awdi al-Kufl (d.192H). He is quoted as saylng.

ly ° [/

Clses L8 a.\.A—-\CuJ :u\swu__g\u.cc.,.._n,,;\u\u,.,m@au
(19) ..L’A\gsaqn—”Jrs.;_,%‘I,»\:o‘_,l:Jg'\-u_-.ustw
al-}‘wz;dz says: "The ic’_jé of a bock is its light" (20).
Similarly SAffan ibn Muslim says: "I heard Hamrad ibn Salama telling
scholars of I.-Iad.i-th "Woe untc ycu! make changes!" by which he meant
"Put dots on the letters!" (21). Acain, A1l i al-Madini says: "le
were attending a lecture cn I;Iadzt‘n when Abz ?Abdull—ah al—JarmEz came
and said: "You children, you do not know how to write I;Iadith properly.

* " 4 * .
How would you write: ‘.l 1, A

Y

f::...._.!” This was my' first initiation
into the art of pointing words" (22). |
al-Ramahurmizi says: "Our cclleagues say, it is essential to use dots
because only in this way you can make difficult names clear.... They
also say that 'Vowel signs should only be used in difficult cases;
where there is no difficulty there is no need for wvocalisation."
Others believe that thev should be used throughcut'" (23).

- "'G L] " 3
The qan;ﬁii Iy?ic} agrees with the latter part of this statement. This
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is right, especially for a kegimner and cne who is inexperienced in
learning; he cannot distinguish what is difficult fram what is not, or
the correct fomm of }_‘é_b_ of a werd fram the false." (24)

The second cause of al—Ta§1'.1-if is the acquisition of learning from
boocks and not directly frcm scholars, even if in these bccks all the
orthographic ccnventions we have mentioned are used. It is almost
impossible that every word in a boock should be so pointed; a scribe
may forget to point some words, make mistakes in pointing others, and
deliberately not pcint others because whiﬁ;zwv%gll known and unambigucus
to him and his contemporaries. al-"’Ir;q?. says: "The only way to
overcare the problem of al-Tag,}}-if is to acquire learning directly
fran scholars and not to rely only on books. Very few of these who
acquire learning fram bocoks, withcut proper training fram the Shaykhs,
are immumne to it" V( 25).

Early scholars were uncampramising towards anycne cbtaining knowledge

fram al—gﬂ:.uf and regarded him as a person unfit to teach. al—‘AskarI

says in Taghifat al-muhaddithin: "Sulayrrgn itn Musa al-Ashdag says:

It is said you should nct learn the Qur'an from al-Mushafiyyin and ycu

should not acquire knowledge fram al—ga}}afiyyin" (p.6).

The third reason for al-Ta§1:1if is the reader's unfamiliarity with the
conventions adopted by the scribe since these differ fram one to
ancther. Same, for instance, drcp glnl:bl in names like {_Ui( Jle
and if‘ the reader is unaware of this he may read these names without
c:n-\.;ul , and so a ta§l;1:f would occur. In fact, al—Khax:_;b al—Baghd;d?L'
reminds us about this:

(26) L3V asipdde o=l Mol it i3 S e sa b Suddl ol
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He also says:

(27) s bdies sV Gl oi\f@;_o‘;}«g;-_»j%@&i_bﬁi ol
The fourth cause of al—TaﬂEf is the reader's finding a name
embarrassing or disgusting and his consequent modification of it. AbG
A?mad al—c?\skar_i says:

i el camedl Al daad M) o1 ) G Gy it bl B e L
(2 3)‘9-0\-3-%4 AV P ;»J ) W 3-.435\ §u > ¢ 5:-54*@.‘) ¢ & 3
The fifth cause is inattenticn and lack of concentration on the part
of the reader. This happened to Aad iln Abi Knalid when he was
reading to al—Ma'mGn canplaints made by his subjects. When he reached
a camplaint by esw ) &as he read it as g_.s.g_;dl SGMms.  al-Ma'mun
laughed and ordered his servant tc bring food to Abu al- cAbb:al-s because
ne was hungry. The latter was embarrassed and said: "I am not hungry
but the man who sent the complaint is stupid; he has put the dots of
sWion sWEn al-da? min said:  "Never mind." He was brought food
anyway and he ate. He then resumed reading and when he reached a

carplaint by «— go'd) ¢ aus , he read it as (_“9:_2 |. al-Ma'mn laughed
and said: "Slave, bring a bowl of Q—G:u.b becaus; Abu al- Sabbas' meal
is unfinished. The latter replied: "The writer of this complaint is
stupid; he has opehed the circle cf (dlsc that it locks like two
letters”. al-Ma'mun laughed and said: "If he had written them as one
you would have remained hungry". Vhen Khab;.é was brcught, al-Ma 'mun

said: "You must eat." He proceeded to do so, then he washed his

hands; he resumed reading and did not make a mistake again" (29).
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Categories of al-Taghi

Later scholars of hadith divided al—Ta§1;‘if into six  separate

categories. First, tashif al-isnad, which refers to errors made in

spelling the names of transmitters of hadith, for example, reading

— lf; for o_"_l_i’. This is the most uncertain type of al-Ta?l;lZf CNT
itn al-Madini says: "The worst type of al—Ta§}}-if is that to do with
names" {30). Aku Ishgq Ibrahim ibn ®Abdull3h al-Najirami explained the
reason. The most important thing to establish is names, because cne
cannot work out what they must be. Cne can adduce no evidence fram
what comes before or after." (31)

The second, Tashif al-matan, refers to cases where an error is made

in the exact wording of a tradition. As an example, TIkn Lahi cah
' reports that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) ,,._.,--H gr;-nl but the correct reading
is _,.'s-‘-olwiﬂq sWl. Ion Lahi%h made this mistake because he quoted it
fran a bock" (32).

- "
The third, Taghif al-basar, literally visual mistakes' refers to errors

arising fram misreading a particular word lecause of the close
similarity of the shape of its letters with those of ancther. The
previocus example by ITbn Lahi‘sh is a case in point. The tag?Zf
occurred because of the partial resemblance between the shape of
sLJiand i .

The fourth, Tashif al—sam‘," literally "auditory wmistakes". It refers

. - .
to errors made when a person mishears a word. Ahmad ilm Ubayd said:
" I ace attended a lecture given by Yazid ibn Harmn and vhen he
dictated: C--:—.rb u».:v—"— (< . A man sitting next to me asked: "Did he

pd

b}
say P &*n—l a4l el (33)
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The fifth, Taghif al-lafz, involves mistakes in the letters or vowel

signs of a particular word.

The sixth is Ta§}_1-if al—rrac‘_né, literally "mistakes of meaning”. This

involves cases where a word is given a meaning not intended by the
speaker. As an example, Aba Misa al- gAnazI said: 'We are honoured
people; we are fram ®Anaza towvards which the Proghet (p.b.u.h.)
prayed. It was reported that the Prcphet (p.b.u.h.) prayed towards
eAnaza, but the word here means a spear that he set up in front of him

-1 - - e
while praying, and not to the tribe of Anaza as Abu Musa thought"(34)

Mo doubt, calling same of these tyres t_agh-if is not strictly accurate.
For this reason after enumerating these types of t;aihzf, Ibn al-Salah
says: "We call same of the categories that we have mentioned t_i.ghi-f

only figuratively."(35).
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The Verdict on transmissions by al-Sahafiyyun

-vﬂtl‘J.S}orlJ
All schcolars agree that - - related by al-Sahafiyyln are

unacceptable and must be rejected. In this connection Sulayman in
Musa al-Ashdaq says: " It was said: do not take the Qur'an frem al-
pughafiyyin and do not take learning fram al-Sshafiyyun" (36).
Likewise, Sa°i-d i éard al—"'Az;z al-Tan:ﬂdi?. is repcrted to have given
a similar warning. Again, Muhammad ikn Sallam al—analgI says: "Muach
poetry is fabricated and falsified. People circulate it fram one rock
to ancther; they do not take it fram desert-dwellers cr show it to
scholars. No-one shculd accept anything fram a ?alzlzfa or transmit
fram a .Sal;xafI, if scholars and reliable sources unanimcusly agree in
rejecting parts of it" (37).

Speaking of the repulsiveness of al-Ta‘sl;If, al-‘AskarI says: "A nurber
of scholars have been disgraced by this and many literary men have
been shamed by it. They are kncwn as al-gahafiyya, and sholars have
refused to receive transmissions fram them and have rejected as
unfounded their had.iths." (32).

Scholars have also rejected the transmissions of the careless, whe
make seriocus tas.,}g‘j-.fs which distort the meaning, even if they believe
that they are speaking the truth. —Abdullah itn al-Zubayr al-Humaydi
says, on the subject of carelessness cn account of which the ’r:.acﬁths
of honest men who are noct known to lie should be rejected; " or if
they meke sericus ta§}2;fs which distort the meaning, this should not
be considered reasonable, andtheyshould be avoided". (39) Similarly,
Yal:xy'a' ibn Mac'i—n said: " Vihoever relates Hadzth without distinguishing

vhat is right fram what is not, shculd not have them accepted."(40).
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One such exangle is reported by 2bu al—ehyns : "I attended a lecture
by a careless Shaykn who said, A.’o:;.:. alil (o &gﬂ&f‘é‘:ﬁfqnwr,gg
< . - .
I looked at him and said: "ho is this perscn qualified to be Ged's
;/ 47

shaykh? I then realised that he had rade a mistake. It is o, 5" (41)

Another case in which scholars reject the transmissions of a Musahhif
is when he makes a tash;.f and scmecne reminds him of the correct
version but he contemptucously ignores it. In this regard, Mu.j;hid im
Musa said: "I visited Kmlid ibn al—<Gsim al-Mada’ini and vhen he
said: c__s\f—swis}f,w..:' us...h.wg"..:lg\:...a I said: c__,\.i: He replied
c‘_s\.i:and da\g-t:are the same. So I stoad up and left him" (42).
Similarly, €rhdullah ibtn al-Mubrak said: "There are four types of
person fram whan one should not write down @.ith: scmecre  whe
continues repeating the same mistakes, a liar, somecne who innovates
and asks people to accept his versions, and someone who does not
memorise properly and narrates fram his own memory" (43).

Ancther case ~in which the transmissions of a Mugahhif are to be
rejected 1is when he makes many tag.hIfs and these dominate his
transmission. Sufy;n i Sa‘i.d al-Thawri said: "Mo-one is exempt fram
mistakes. If a man has predominantly a gocd memory, he is a p’éfi?,

even if he makes mistakes, but if he predominantly makes mistakes, he

should be left alcne" (44).



Works on al—’I‘ag}‘;if

Since al—’I‘a§}}:-'Lf is an obstacle to the acquisition of learning, many

scholars have compiled bocks on the subject in order to combat error

and to protect sound scholarship. Prominent among these works are the

following:

1.

3.

9.

<

c - - -
Muhamammad ibn Abdullah ibn Muslim ibn Cutayba al-Dinawari

(4.360H), Tashif al<ulama(45).

. Hamza ibn al-Hasan al-Isfahani (d.360H), al-Tanbih “ala huduth al-
taghif (46).
A5 Nu€aym All ibn Hamza al—Bag.r.i (d.375H), al-Tanbihat “ala
aghalit al-ruwat (47).
Aol Apmad al-Basan ibn “Modullsh al< Askari (d. 382H), Sharh &
vaga“fih al-tashif wa-al-tahrif (48).
......... veevesenens...Taghifdt al-mubaddithin (49).
Abu  al-Hasan ‘ALt ibn “Umar al-DE'raqui;_n-i (d4.385H), Tashifat al-
muhaddithin (50).

. bu Sulayman Hand ibn Muhanmad al-Khattabi (d.28eH), Islah Khat3’
al-muihaddithin (51).
Ishag ibn Ahmad ibn Shabib (d. 405H), al-Radd “al3 Hamza £1 huduth
al-taghif (52).
Ta@’ﬁfgt “ulama’al-Kofa (53). This is mentioned by Abu Ahmad al-

Askar.;. in comnection with certain scholars of Baghdgd whe

fanatically supported the Basran school.

10. Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Mufarrij, Islah al-
[ ] L Y Py Y B,

huruf allati kana Isiqu ibn Ibrahim al-Dabari yusahhifuha fi

C -
Musannaf Abd al-Razzaq (54).
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am [ — C= = - -
11. Abu al-Fath Uthrman itn Isa al- Musili (d. GOCH), al-Taghif wa-

al—tahr?.f (55).
12. Salah al-Din Knalil itn Aybak al-Safadi (d.764H), Tashih al-
[ ) e [ ¥ S—

ta§}2if wa—tal;u;;.r al—tal;xr-if (56).
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The Avoidance of al-Ta‘s"nji.f

According to ARG Ahmad al—GAs}:ar.i., avoiding al-Taghif in words and
difficult names is "Samething that cannot be completely achieved
unless one excels in the sciences and has met scholars, transmitters,
and those who are pre-eminent in their subjects and expert in what
they have memorised; instead of relying on bocks one acquires
kncwledge directly fram men's mouths; and one dislikes the pleasures
of an easy life whilst cherishing hard work and research. One will
then understard clearly al—DirEya and al-Riinya, commensurately with
one's dilligence and care; cne will then e as cautious about making
mistakes as about avoiding ugly defects; and one will be aided by a
certain sagacity and intelligence.

So al—Ta§}zzf can be avoided only if one possesses wide learning, much
transmission and deep understanding. OCne rust also know what precedes
in a statement and what can suitably follow this, what cannot possibly
be cambined cr Joined with it and shculd not occur after it.
Determining this is extremely difficult, except for experts who are

prepared to endure the burdens of doing so and to find its bitterness

sweet - "(§7).

Even after all this, there are few people who can campletely avoid al-
Ta%rfif , however extensive their portion of learning

For this reason al-Imam Ahmad in I;Ia.nbal says: '"No-one is exempt fram
mistakes and al—'I‘a§}‘1If" (58). |

In what follows same names of praninent scholars of I-.Iad‘::ﬂ’l known for

al-Tashif are given:
L)
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1. al-Tram al-Fafiz al-fujja Swiba itn al-Eajjaj itn al<fard al-
Ataki al-lesiti Abu Bistam (4. 160H). About him GIT itn al-
Madini says: "Snu“ba used to comit ta§}.1?_f in the nares of
transmitters (59). He also camnitted tas.}}If in the wording of
traditions" (60).

2. al-Imam al-Eafiz al-Alam Abd al-Relyan itn Mehdl itn Hassan al-
2zdi al-Basri al-Lu'Lu’f Abd 2°id (d.196H). CAffan itn tuslim
says of him: "Ibn Mahdi used to commit tashif" (61).

3. al-Imem al-Kabir Iuhamrad ikn Ishag itn Yasar al-Muttalibl al-
Madani Abu Abdullah (d.151H). Yahya itn Sa"id al-Urawi says: "
Ibn Igb‘éq used to commit ta§};xzf in names because he quoted them
only fram al-Diwan" (62)

4. al-Iram al-Muhaddith al-Thiga Muhammad imn "Ubayd itn Abi Urayya
al—'}‘an;fisz al—I'(tlfI al- Al;ldab (d.205H). According to Alurad im

I;Ianbal "there are a lot of errors in his bodks. For instance, in

-

e

ons bock he wrote: = ¢ g.:.zll instead of ;_,1'—-/- " (63).

5. al-Imam al-Miaddith al-Thiga Warcd itn ®Umar al-Yashkuri- al-
Mada’ini AbT  Yanus. Ahmad  said: “"He mde mistakes in many
traditions" (64).

The avoidance of al-Ta§1'.1-if is an aim impossible to achieve, but it is
incunbent upon the scholar who is zealcus for learning to apprcach as
near to it as he can, and, if he is responsible for ta§}2.if, to try tc
ensure that this happens very infrequently and in the least important

places.
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. e i - . - .
The Definiticn of Talkhis al-lutashabih and its advantages

- -
Tallinig al-lutasha®binh is on2 of the major fields of rugtalah al-

-
hadith, It is divided into two senarate sub-fields; al-Ma'talif wa-1-

makhtalif and al-Muttafig wa-1- ruftarig.

-
In order to arrive at an appropriate definition of Talkhig al-

-
mutashabih, let us first consider its two sub-fields:

Pirst, al-Mu Y £a1if wa-al-mukhtalif refers to cases vhere two cr more

names consisting of one single word only show similarities with

respect to the shapes of their letters but differ in pronunciation: (.i_:.g

-

s, P '
(-\'..nls’r (-\._}-5 . On the other hand, al-Muttafiq va-al-ruftariq refers to

cases where we have a single compound name with variocus (different)
/
s .
referents. A5 an exaxple, consider 4P\ ¢y ‘}.Lll . There are more than
ten scholars known under this name.

Speaking of these differences, Talkhig al-Mutashabih mentions cases

where we have two or more compound names which resemble each other in

-

the shapes of their letters but are pronounced diZferently: g yl_ue(y oLl

-
A W

aV) s o o—Lle, . Doth names would naturally fall under the heading

al-tu’talif wa-al-Mikhtalif; but since both are compound names and the

first refers to four cdifferent persons and the second to three (65),

they can also be classified as instances cf al-Muttafig va-l-muftariqg.

Arong the advantages of this field of stucy is tc "safeguard us Zfram
al—Ta§}:.if and the risks of considering two different perscns as cne"

(66).

There is no doubt one of the great dangers in SIim al-l.ladith is

indeed to regard two persons as one. This would have far reaching
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consequences that could ultimately compramise what scholars tave
established as accurate sayings. Suppose we regard two perscns with
the same name, or whose names resenble each other in writing, as one
single perscn. If cne of them is trustworthy while the other is nct,

then there 1is a risk of putting our trust in somecne who does not
deserve it or, in the opposite case, of diminishing our trust in
saneone who is fully trustworthy.

Similarly, if ocne of the twec persons involved is Matagaddim and the -
other is Mut@’axhkkiz and we regard both as a single person, then the
danger 1is that we will ccnsider as Mmqar.ic the saying which is

Muttasil, or vice versa.

Arrong the books compiled on Talkhzs al-Mutashabih are:

1. Talkhis al-mutashabih é._. al-rasm

2. Tali al-talkhis

3. Mutashabih asami al-ruwat

by AbG al-Qgsj_m P—Ial.mﬁd i]mCUmar al- Zamekhshari (67).

4. Mukhtasar Ta]kh-i.s;. al-rmutashabih va Talih.

5. Tunfat al-nabih bi Talkhig al-mutashabih

by #bl al-Fadl Abd al-Rehran ibn AT Bakr al-Suyuti. (68).
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al-Khatib's Methad in al-Talkhis va Talih

It would be very difficult to have a clear picture of the method used
by Ibn al-Turkumani in adapting and organisirg the raterial in the two
books without first knowing how they were originally organised by al-
Khag?.b It is necessary to discuss this in detail before one can

assess Ibn al-Turkun@ni's method.

al-Khatib's Method in al-Talkhig

al—IQdai;.-j':b divides the book, al-Talkhi-§ into five chapters (fusgul);
each chapter consists of a number of sections (abwab). In each
section, he mentions the biographies of the persons whose names are

similar in spelling. The persons involved may be fugehd) mhaddithun,

Amirs, poets or other important personages. The method he adopts is
as follows: 2As a heading for these biographies, he uses twc names
which reserble each other. He then, for each name, supplies the
biocgraphies of the persons known by that name. Vhen he has finished,
he dces the same for ancther pair of similar names and so on.
However, in variance with the common practice arong scholars of al-

) . . =<
Mutalif wa-l-Muftarig of his time, al-Khatib dces nct order sequences

-

of names alphabetically. For instance, he deals first with (|__,Q. r:i_
(L—-ur::l:f-.: and then moves to A q{é_»_)_.(‘_‘{_.d,_,_{._:;(l). The nurber
of bicgraphies in the various secticns of the book varies. The largest
is 205, 1in Section One of Chapter One; the smallest is two, as in the

last section of B3b Mufrad in chapter Cne.

When I carefully studied the various sections, I realised that these

were of two kinds: first, major sections in which al-Khatib gives the
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biographies directly; secondly, minor sections which are subdivisions
of a mjor one and under each of which he «¢ives the relevant
biographies. al—Khat}Ib scametimes amits to provide headings at the
beginning of sections, both in the case of minor and major cnes, and
sametimes he refers to them at the begimning of a chapter, as in
Chapter Tvwo, vhen he says: .
L5l Qlid abot oew s UL I dd allils 85 o il e 3 U1 deadht 5
(2) LLingdgs b s e ‘p_’,u-"\a.a;m,l‘,’\ 3 aidl L

In what follows, I will survey all the chapters and sections of the
ook, I shall supply titles for the sections that al—fma’.c;b aid not
give titles to, using al-Khat:..i-b's terminclogy.
Major sections and minor ones will be distinguished by using figures
for the former and letters for the latter. Twe similar names will be
provided under each section:
Chapter One: this deals with cases where there is similarity between
twe names as far as the consonants are concerned, but they differ with
respect to the vowel signs (3). This éhapter is divided 'into five
major secticns.
Section One: the personal names are similar but the fathers' names are
different.

(4) 2l i oefs - adoraf
Section Two: this is the opposite of Secticn One, since the fathers'
names are similar but the personal cnes are different..

(5) VA -l L3S
Section Three: this involves the difference of a vowel which is

conventionally amnitted in the script (6): This is divided into two
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subsecticns:

a. the personal names are similar but the fathers' names are different.
) Sbr s - i
b. the fathers' names are similar but the personal names are different.
(8) Ale (8 A2 - el iy LS
Section Four: this deals Wlth the cases where kunyas dominate personal
names. (ie. when the person is camonly known by his kunya rather than
by his personal name).
@ mhdantest o abio e
Section Five is svuagﬂg - (mufrad).
a7 2o
(10) a2 alil s (7o — 2 L @bl e a2
Chapter Two:  this deals with cases where there are similarities Yut
not actual coincidences, 1in the shapes of letters (11). It is divided
into seven major sections:
Section One: the similaﬁ.ties lie in the personal names but not in the
fathers' names (12). This is divided intc three subsections which
cover the following cases:
a: Cases where the distinction lies in one single letter.
(13) _J—E-g'l:.b-*‘a_!.\\.‘:..:-_,-_;—-o—""_aﬂ\.‘.&
b: Cases where the distinction lies in two letters.
(14) o—’\‘!&&.w\*‘_)-w\fﬁi%a”\-‘:h‘
c: Cases where the distinction lies in three letters.
(15) Eriob i Aot 5 = un s alll e
Section Two: there are similarities in the fathers' names and but not
in the personal names (16). This is also divided into three

subsecticns which cover the following cases:
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a: Cases where the distincticn lies in cne single letter.
(17) wnrculs - v Sl
b: Cases where the distincticn lies in two letters.
(18) At s bl &
c: Cases where the distinction lies in three letters.
(19) - o—:éu.._n--a.p_p-u—-_-'buo--_aa
Section Three: this deals with prcblems arising fram names similar to
where,,_’,\__,vmi& follows (\d! is omitted (20). This is divided into
two subsecticns:
a: there the fathers' names are different and the personal names are
similar:
2 -
(21) o anl s - G alll e
b: the personal names are different and the fathers' names are similar:
(22) b bt - e
Section Four: this deals with names vhere it is conventional to anit
in the script letters which are still prcnounced (23). This is divided
into three subsecticns:
a: the fathers' names are similar but the personal names are different:
(24) audsdeonaf 5o ade dn i’
b: the perscnal names are similar tut the fathers' names are different:
(25) Bl G o — i 3
c: The kunyas dominate personal names:
CORIS SRR P L
Section Five: this deals with cases where toth names and Nasabs are

different:

“ . . . g N . ge
(27) J\._._——L.A_\U:'_;\:-——_,—UL_-—(:-S'\U%QL—»
Section Six: this deals with cases where kunyas surnames dominate
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personal names (28). This is divided into two subsections:

a: the kunyas are similar but the nisbas are different:

- -

’ . o r
(29) C.'!»\.'..._EJ‘_);“_,_J ‘_J-_dl_a:_nJL;_r‘“,,{s\

b: the nisbas are similar tut the kunyas are different:

-

Wy . A y
(30) il gl 2 oo - Ghad S

Section Seven: this is mcre general:

;&;;;\qn\.,s;g&,ub -g‘_s\_i:é\ all s e &Y
i cals i — SR Gl 7
(31) . C—ssadi_nas i\ - csoall nai
Chapter Three:
this deals with cases where the crder of letters within names is
different (32) It is divided intc two major sections: al-Khai:.JT_b called
them € _ses o «
Section Cne: this covers names whose letters are similar but differ
only with respect to their order (33). It is divided into three
subsections:
a: There the personal names are similar but the fathers' names are’
different:
(34) (_,3‘\ O all s ~ (3:‘\ & atllns
b: the fathers' names are similar but the personal names are
different:
(35) ..u—-c‘)f,LF.: -.A—l—-—-é)-:_r‘Lﬁ

'c: the personal names and the fathers' names are different:

-

$ [N
(26) _sleadlis ko lecdionle
Section Two: this deals with cases where same of the letters of the

names are different and there is also a difference in order within the
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names (37). It is divided intc three subsections:

a: the personal names are similar but the fathers' names are different:
(38) S VS W W

b: the fathers' names are similar but the perscnal names are different:
(39 ol—irEetss dlalcroadbe

c: both the personal and the fathers' names are different:
(40) Ao sl ol

Chapter Four: this deals with names which resemble each other except

that the shapes of sane letters are different (41). It is divided into

four major secticns:

Section Cne: this deals with cases where all the letters in the word

are similar in shape, except one {42). It is divided into three

subsections:

a:the personal names are similar but the fathers' names are different:
(+2) cleenmlos - plioen o

b:the fathers' names are similar but the rersonal names are different:
(44) A s e

c: both the personal and the fathers' names are different:

- H . - - s

Section Two: this deals with cases vwhere all letters of the word are
similar except one (46) It is divided into two subsections:

a: this covers al-Muttasil wa-l-munfasil (joining and non-joining

letters) (47), particularly in the fathers' names: '

(48) _,:...p_(_';-a a\:.}_; - S P ;.»fa\_-\)

b: This covers al-Mittagil wa-l-munfasil and involves disagreement on

both personal and fathers' names:

s
[e)



-

(49) TN A}

Section Three: this deals with cases of confusion between <M and sl
(50) s o TG pa s
Section Four: this is referred to as nufrad (sd/rLjQ,e_,.v):
(51) TR P
Chapter Five: this deals with al-Nawadir (52) It is divided into
four mjor sections:
Section Cne: this covers cases where there is a gender difference but
the letters of the names are similar:
. . >
(53) ol st - bl 3] 6
Section Two: this covers cases where there is a gender difference and
also a difference in the letters of the names (54). It is divided
into two subsections:
a: There is a difference in the letters of the personal names only:
(55) ShawnarS, _ohiecials
b: There is a difference in the letters of both perscnal and the

fathers' names:

< P -

-

(56) alpeat coale, - 2 Ghen S
Section Three: this involves differences of the kunya of the
father and that of the mother:

(57) af\_g_’\c'ga..-\._..-atl_(ig,..a,u__

Section Four: this involves differences of al-Niska and al-Sifa:

(58) Gl M Bl 5 —Bin B)
Thus far, we have surveyed the method al-Khatib adcpts in classifying
and systematically arranging the material in al-Talkhig. Let us row

turn to the method in which he presents this material:
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al—Khai:__ib starts off with the two names that resemble each other. Ee
takes the first and establishes it, with the correct dots and vowel
signs. He then supplies the biographies of the persons that go under
that name. He subsequently moves to the seccrd name which undergoes
the same treatment as the first. If, howvever, the bicgraphies
associated with one of the names happen to be very extensive, he does
not give them, hut simply indicates this. If they are given in cthers
of his own bocks or in those of other scholars, he refers the reader
there. Since rost of the scholars whose biographies are included are
transmitters of Hadith, al—KhaiO:-i-b adopts the fcllowing method in
presenting their bicgraphies.

1. He mentions the name of the person, his descent, his kurya, his

lagab and his country of origin.

2. He gives the names of a nunber of his celebrated Shaykhs and pupils.

3. He relates a hadith or report in the isnad of which the subject of
the biograghy figures; if there is a mistake or a disagreement in

either isnad or matn, he explains and caments on this.

4. He points out in same bicgraphies, the ta,s_h?.fs and cther errors of
the subject.

- \ e~
5. He menticns in his isnad the views of scholars of Jarh wa-l-tadil

on sane of the persons whcse biographies are dealt vith.

6. In scme biographies he intrcduces stories and poems.



al—muai.ﬁb devotes his cok Tali a_l—Tal}:h-i-? to pairs of names of
Mupaddiths which are similar but differ in that cne has an additional
letter (59). The bock is divided into two separate chapters:

Chapter One @eals with cases where the additicnal letter is part of
the perscnal nare rather than the father's (60).

ten sections.

al-Khetib's Methed in Tali al-Talkhig

extra letter first:

1. The

The

catecory where
(el)
category where
(62)
category where
(e3)
category where
(64)
category where
(65)
category where
(66)
categcry where
(67)
category where
(e8)
category where

(69)

al-Khai;:i.b's method is to deal with the names with the

<a) 11 is added:
—eplr o = T sl
sl is added:

e W won S G s
sl is added:

S et ta
slhl is added:

BIVH) C'A-"(\-—‘-‘_: -d"'.“"m"‘?('u_f
syl is added:

D Gslhes —dlpcs olhe
(-_uus is added:
Eenglmo-8 i
(d! is added:

A ad o, _droad
ol is added:
DR PUST A

sY) is added:

adl sy /_)\:\,'/_)—G..“‘-A:ﬁﬂ-c'_)? 5.)‘_4.)
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10. The category where sli| is addea:
(70) atl e 1 e bl - b @1 at e
Ccnversely, Chapter Two deals with cases where the additional letter
is part of the father's name only (71). This is divided into eleven
sections. Again, al—Khat.:Ib deals with the names with the addefi letter
first:
1. The category where c'.)_;m is added:
(72) -~ (..r‘_-‘-P.l:-”--.—ﬁ-.: - by .-.oLM.g.a
2. The category vhere slJl is added:
(73) ‘ {Jé,-tcvl-r-_:--fa‘.'ac‘?d-ﬁ
3. The category where sli)| is added:
(78) s AVaios, o doWleat.s
4. The category where s!'J\ is added:
(75) s e o = o 7
5. The category where sla)l is added:
(76) ,an\,;;-c;JLQJLJ
6. The category where (—\‘U\ is added:
(77) (M i s - s
7. The category where r.:-JI is added:
(73) F\___UU_AL,-(L_»@&,__JA
8. The category where <&sd\ is added:
(79) Gt 8 Z - it
9. The category where _slsd3l is added:
(20) O s st e
10. The category where sWJl is added:

(81) _;\.;_‘,('yo&.\\..:a_.ﬁ-a—o.)\_»_‘/t..:f o.\-“u_u—‘-ﬁ

[97]
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11. The category where W\ is added:
- /5 . N %
(e2) o &\ » P, ;_{._.cgf\g',_\(',}_,l\_‘:_g
al-Khai;_-ib follows the same methed in his orcanisation of the

biographies as in al—’i‘a]kh-j:s.
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Ibn al-Turkumani's method of abridging and organising

al—Talkhi_§ wa Talin

Having surveyed al—f’hafzzb's own methodolegy in the twe bocks, we may
turn our attenticn to Ikn al—Turkwn;n‘i's rethod of organising and
akbridging them. As far as organisation 1s concerned, first, he
carbines the material contained in them inte cne bodk, making nc
distinction concerning its source.

Secondly, he places in alphabetical order all similar names, vhether

two or more, in the same way as the the becks of al-Matalif wa-1-

Mukhtalif are arranged. Ur:dex: the heacding Alif, he takes each name
beginning with a) £\ and considers it with those that are similar,
whether or not they begin withalif. Ee then moves to E‘ and repeats
the process, until he has dealt with all the letters of the alphabet.

The following two examples will serve as an illustration:

P P

R LA d.
o Fs - sbo b sl
Thirdly, under each letter, he generally deals with his material under
three headings:
One, where there are diféences in the personal names only, €.d.:
2
ISR PP W RFRR
Two, where there are differcnces in the nisbas only, e.G.:
Slp s @0l - Ole b bl - Sle (il
Three, where there are differences in both the personal names and the
nisbas e.g.:
Uu ucgJJ -;\i_’,u‘ c_,aé)s\

Eowever, not all letters are equally represented with respect to these
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headings: some have twe; others such as SLJ| and & ;3\ have only cne.
Same letters, such as S| and sl are not represented at all.

Ton al-Turkur@ni's arrangement cbliges him to reverse the ordering of
names fram that in which they appear in al-mlat.:l"b. Thus al-Khatib's

order:

-

(83) AVEREN d\_, -mu@.\

becanes in in al-Turkumani:
rd ;/ }
(e4) W - sb el
Undoubtedly, iln al-Turkurani rendered a great service to al—Talkh-i'ﬁ

wa talih with his rearrangement, which solvad a nunber cof puzzles and

brought to light points that had been concealed.

His method of abriaging is the follcwing:

He takes as a heading two or more similar sames, and deals with the
first if al—Iﬂua‘::-ib has dore so, but not necessarily in the same words;
and indeed he sametimes leaves out persons ccvered oy al—mqai:.jtb, since
they are sufficiently well-known already. If there is only e
individual, he simply gives his bicgraphy. If there are more than
one, he says, for instance: "The first [name applies to] three

Lpersons]; the first: ", and gives his biography; "the second: ", and
sc  on. Having dealt with the first name, he proceeds tc deal with
the second in a similar manner. He does mot repeat the name in each
biography; it appears only in the heading. Thus:

c_s.\.;.-' Lq,-\_.\ ‘ c_\_,-ow,_r\-:-\-mﬁ s o\S) A:.»\ o\...a__.o.sua 5 ¢ U\a‘_—qwg\.\\

(85) . o.a-:\.ac.-.\\u_,éo-nu_«.n r__-'aLJ Ly-t\.._,...c_,.\\@o_.ac_,.su_,.p

whereas in al—-Khat‘:J.b, this information appears in the following form:
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2, 7 ”
. . s . . . 4 [ . . 5 - .o
ool 1”-0;‘3\_;5\1“@0'5\:-\\?—L.S):)J\L\A(_)\.‘.a_———v GLlse b la o (ol
~ - ) ) N . 15 . . . . N e . A )
e Hup M ole— o L Ly SOL W e BiL gl ola

8 - ‘\ . {‘ 0 . ~ S < ' /S .

(86) SRS o fbe Hup SWIG e oLl L N
Secondly, when it ccames to naming the Shayvkhs and rmupils of the
perscns whose biography is in question, he simply gives the name by
vwhich they are best knovm, whether this is actually a personal name, a

kunya or a lagab. For instance, if the name is AbQ Hucaym al-Fadl itn-

Dukayn or Sufygn al-Thawri or Yahya in saia al—Cat;.iE;n, he simply
refers to A Muayn ' al—Thawr-i, or al-Qai.:t.:En.

Thirdly, he retains only a small amount cf the traditicns, reports
and poems that appear in the original.

Fourthly, he abridges the text cf the original whether the words are

- - . : -
al-Khat;.lb's or cthers'. He goes as far as tc abridge some jpadiths of

the Prophet; e.g., instead of ad_ Cjsdohe has simply o7, e do (87).
Also he replaces the phrase <r\___, aude alll csleo with (“ Naldes ©On the
whole, his abridgements are faithful to the sense of the criginal.

Fifthly, if he quotes fram the original a hadith whose isnad or matn

is disputed, he simply refers this briefly without reporting the whole
hadith. Sixthly, he does not examire critically or amend what is in
e ces——

the original. His intention was merely tc abridge and to organise,

which he did.
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Objections to his abridgement

One of the criticisms to be levelled at Ibn al-Turkumani is his
excessive zeal for abridgement. This led him to compress ‘r\:ad;'.-ths, and
to curtail the formula ‘A--.a ads aul ko, samething that should not be
done by a Muhaddith., 1In some cases, his abridgements tend to cbscure
the meanings of what is clear in the original. This I have indicated
in my notes (see 120, 130, 182 ard 206). One can also criticise him
for making same strange errors (see comments 98, 1Cl, 142 and 169).
Another shortcoming in his method of abridging is that, when there is
disagreement concerning a particular bad-i-th or there is same c'_i_l_l.i in
it, he merely refers to these in a perfunctory manner without even
mentioning the hadith itself. It would have been better had he
mentioned both or disregarded koth altogether.

In spite of these shortcomings, Ibn al-Turkumdni on the whole
succeeded in making his abridgement without deviating from the

original objectives of al—K‘hat-;—ib in al-Talkhis wa-Talih.

It is, in fact, hardly an exaggeration to say that, for anyone

investigating Fann al-Mutashabih g al-rasm this Mukhtagar is

sufficient, and there is no need to refer to the originals.
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Description cf the Maruscript

Mukhtasar Talkhis al-MutashSbih

In the summer of 1624, I paid a visit to the University of leiden in
Holland to oconsult the manuscripts stored in its library. As I was
looking through them, I came across a large volume containing the
fcllowng works:

1. al-lushtarak wac}‘g al-Mukhtalif saqcﬂ

- c - — - - L
by Abu Abdullah Yagut al-}.’,anawi al-Baghdadi.

2. al-Jiral wa al- Awdiya wa al-iyan

by AU al~Gsim Mahrd ibn “Urar al-zamakhshari.
3. al-Ansab al-Mittafiqa fi 1-Khaft al-Mutamathila fi al-Nagt wa=l-
bt

by Abu al-Fadl Muhamrad ibn ?Ehir al—-Maqdis-i.

4. ziyadat 1- AnS3b al-iuttafica fi al-Khatt

by Abu Musa Muhammad in Mﬂ:larrmad al-Hamadhani.

5. Mukhtasar Talkhis al-Mutashabih f£i al-Rasm.

py %13 al-Din itn al-Turkurani
The volume is nuridbered OR 334, It contains 245 folios of large format,
The nurber of lines to a page varies fram cne page to anocther. Scme
have 22 lines and cthers 24. It is written in Naskhi script and the
hancwriting is clear and beautiful.
There are no gaps or blanks in the MS. It is the work of one single
scribe who was very accurate and careful. He did not anit dots cver

vowel signs or‘Alan*Et al-Thmal in the arbiguous cases. If he cmitted

anything, bhe inserted it in the margin with an indication cf cmissicn

at the appropriate point in the text. Virtually all the marginalia
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are in his hanrd. If he mistalkenly intesrchanged the crder of two
words, he put the sign —wabove them tc signal that the oppesite crder
is the correct one. If a letter is not geminated, he wrote above it

the word eas to ensure that it was read correctly. If he repeated
sanething, he put at the beginning of the repetition ;.v_ and at the end
to indicate that it should be disregarded. He tock great care with
the headings of chapters, sections and biograph:ies, which are written
larger in red.

Heither at the beginning nor at the end of the volume are there any

Balsgh?at cr Sar:ﬁ‘_glc_. Cn the obverse cf the first folio there are the

titles of the five works it contains, and surrounding these are the
autcgraphs of those scholars who, at one stage or another, pessessed

the volume. These are as follows:

P

‘o.'..c.qn\\.is.:cs_\.'u:{d{d:-\-;f-ﬂéa-l

.a»\abg,.bfs\(,.__,s\g.w CIYRI PRI TR

| At ety

T ea— c.&g,l:;f-\\d_.g L’;‘_...?/‘\ a d) el 2o 9 @ g
.{.&:hafa.l.\\é\!.&a-;l_:‘ﬂEp‘—:e:‘:jl*;’g'_:d/,_}.».c',:LUlg‘_uw*}\_a
"9:23“'-’?-*?){@(‘:"'-7“.-5-‘3 -\

.;,._.‘(i,._.m(_ﬂ_am. WAQJ\A\.\/&,&\QJ% Qs s FYRTIIPT VSRS
AL o;ﬁkw‘J:JJ\uL@m}uQQBLL%\_A
. alecas o)b..._f\v-ﬂl,g’_,_-.m\qfsm:__.\é -4

PG I e @il a._‘.!)‘.iﬁﬂ\a-ﬁ- -1

.--cb-“’.)\-—.—-hr;—)/b-' <l

S @}-?m‘““/‘(,’-\c

" \ /S ' N ‘-
. ausos Ml F - a.._\a.u\u‘e_\ e O e e B &
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Mukhtagar, Talkh.igs al-mutashabih begins on folio 18lb and ends on

folio 295a. It occupies sixty five folios and is divided intc seven
parts, each of which consists of ten folios. This division was made by
the scribe and not by Ibn al-’I‘urkum-an-i, since the other four works
are similarly divided. 1In the top left-hand corner of the first folio
of each work is written d;\ ; ten folios later, in the same position,
is written @\5 and so cn to the end of the work. The next work is

then similarly divided.

On the cbverse of the first folio of Mukhtagar, Talkh-ig al-mitashahih

the incipit is as follows:

. \‘__._,_:\_g' L LAY o.a_.;'-‘_n-a:.s' QL:J/

@A L)y de e (2 L,

MWD et al, ool el Col e Sle q,._gi\_,{a/gj\_}asu\'&;n
EoW Al adon sl \Lds o5 Vistus o_ndis |

2 At ANl 5 Gkl wal) sk b Lall &)

- G dotat L1 Ll A B e 3k i s

. E‘;;Augb_uux (D) & Olas il 3 Gt s

This oopy of al-Mukhtasar was made from Ibn al-Turkuaani 's autograrh,

according to the explicit:
é——uw.w\l\f‘-“.:}ua\-«acyghd\u e d) 2l o o e u\aﬂ\_,:
Gaw‘f——w\@\adu);db&ﬁabWJ wlﬂ-—_,o_,__sg.wa.._.;w
_MTA—MM\Q-M\LS\X\GW\\J:_%.*U\(’-& aAlo G awdls
o\-a-w_nr-—ug_.u-\ At J;U‘dw\_a._;\.mubmcbb},“.bmeu
&*.‘wd‘—&‘—d'«rd‘*’?e-‘-d‘ L T N
. q,a.m‘_abeéfuﬂ\(.—mn

al—I;Iaf-iz Ibn Hajar wrote a biographical notice of al-Fariqi, the scribe
. L)
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cf the MS:

Muharmad in ”.b-l- al—C;sjm ibn Muzaffar al-F;riq:was born in 676H. e
received E_aﬁi:c fram the following schelars: Ihn Khai.:-ib al-Mizza,
al-iajm ibn Famdin, Abdulish itn al-shena .  In Alexandria, he
received _s@ia_" fram ‘I.'-aj al-Din al—Fir-afI and cthers. He used to read
a lot on his own and whenever he was in al-J-a.mic'al—Azhar, he always
used to read the @_J-_J}_ of al—Bukh-ar-i'. Cur shaykhs received @_@ fram
him. Our Shaykh al-clrzq-i. said: '"there was no more senior scholar at

the time of his death. He died in the middle of Mlﬂ:.arram, 861H (1).
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The Edition

Having begun to transcribe al-Mukhtagar franm the Ieiden 1S, I searched

for other IMSS, but I was unable to trace any of the copies that are
mentioned in the varicus bibliographies. Fowever, I knew perfectly
well  that even if I succeeded in getting hold of cne or more such
copies, I should be obliged to refer also to the original al-Talkhis
va _’I‘_Ef:i since the copy Ibn al-Turkumani used for his original versicn
"was full of spelling mistakes and Tag'r.lifs." Tvwo MSS of these works
are extant; one in Dar al-kutub al-Misriyya nmurbered 31; the cother in
Dar al-kutub al Vataniyya in Tunis, numbered 11421. Having failed to
gain access to the Cairo MS, I asked a Tunisian colleacue to send me a
copy of the Tunis MS which he did; I am grateful to him. This MS was
the property of al-Maktaba al—Al:mdiyya bi al-Jami‘al — A‘z'am. It
contains twe hundred and sixty pages cf the large format, =ach of
which has twenty-five lines. The script is adghrabi. It can be
easily read but errors and distorticns are numercus. The MS comprises

both al-Talkhis and Talih. At the end of al-TalJ<h-i$ is the follcowing:

oW ‘\-nl_f(f\-——.’ Qo aliide s U isle alll L;L.o)m',...LL.Jl gda_u..}‘;.z‘_.\;\:\ pe
C-.u__m_,c.s (\.\‘\afu)..\ g‘u\.u a_m_,l_,u ) _,a_u\_,..b,.;.ncu\ S RADLEns
Mo (JJ‘;aM\M\WLng;m_,Ad\e;\A\w(_Q‘ L,_,Q._.D,u__.a_._..dJm
aus:.s_,.\\ w_;\-\\u-o_,u\.. asls aw o\a—a—‘d-«-\\d‘%-\)\u&‘w;-“w aislas ) S 5
3524, « 231k u__s‘o.u\,..\éuu.\\ albuds an (\-—‘J)_’u-\-no.MM\ (3 oins s
e G s al i b o801 U aB ¥ o ol ol St a b b 3 3 5
T T ol ) 5 @3 )

However, there are many pages missing fram Tali al-Talkhis and at
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the end of it we find:

/,2 . a/’s - - - N 2 .7 Ve
B R N I T N T WP I W] My Iy B
As socn as I received this copy, I began to compare it with al-
Mukhtasar. Though it ocontains a let of errcrs and mistakes, I was
able tc make use of it to make major corrections. However, I did not
introduce a single mcdification until I had assured myself that it was
correct, either by camparing it with al-Txmal of Ibn :-E}:ﬁ'lg, cr the

- - - -~
scurces of al-Khatib al-Pachdadi, such as al-Tarikh al-kabir of al-
.

-~ o= < had —-— Ed
Bukhari, al-Jarh va-1-Ta &il of Ibn Abi Hatim, or al-dw’ talif wa-l-

Mukhtalif of al-Eafig Abd al-Ghani al-Azdi.
Eventually, the text was almost entirely corrected except fcr some
twenty names of which I was uncertain, Fortunately, TCr, Mal.irﬁd al-

Ta‘.nl}gn brought to my attention the fact that the bock Talkhis al-

mutashabih had been edited by Sukayna al-Snhihabi and publisked in

Damascus. In her edition al-Shihebi relies on the MS in Dar al-Kutud
al-Misriyya, and other parts of the werk that are preserved in the
al-Agsa Mosque and al-laktaka al-Zahiriyya in Damascus.

A comparison of this work with al-Mukhtagar enabled me to correct the

R

following names: OLLEChie s mALisbale  (2) as well as

most of the twenty names of vhich I was uncertain.
Apart fram this, it was of no significant help. The comparison also
revealed a nunber of serious mistakes made by the editor Ybothh in

reading and editing the text. I have indicated these in my notes.
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1.

Editerial Practice

I have adopted the MS reading for my text of al-Mukhtagar

throughout, except when there is an cbvicus error; in this case I

have relegated the MS reading to the apparatus-criticus,

indicating there by means of the letter - that this is the MS

reading. I have then adopted the reading of al—TalkhJTé or T-‘él;h,

respectively, for my text, placing it within brackets. lhen the

texts of al-Talkhis and Talih are at variance with that of al-

Mukhtasar, but there is no way of judging which of them has the

correct reading, I have placed the reading of the former in the

apparatus, indicating there by means of the letter < that this is

the reading of al—Talkhié or Talih, as the cas= may be.

Biographical notices, names and cther matter that I believe to

nave fallen out of al-Mukhtasar I have restored to their correct

position in the text, placed within square trackets. In the case
of biographical notices, I have restricted these to the first part

of the form in which they appear in al—TaL‘qhis. or Talih, excising

any hadzths transmitted by the subjects, and any anecdotes,
reports or poems that may figure in them, in conformity with the
practice of Ibn al—Turkwr;n.i‘. I have not drawn attention to these
restorations in the apparatus, considering it sufficient to do so
here.

I have added, as an appendix, the bicgraphical notices taken fram

al-Tarikh al-Kabir, al-Muttafiq wa~l-Muftariq and TSrikh Bachdad

for which al—Khat_:ib refers his readers to these three works, to
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E.

the nuiber cf 155 nctices. (3)

1,

I have provided brief nctes, vhere these are called for, in a
separate section at the end of the edition [second wvolume]. (4)

The points in the text of al-Mukhtasar to which these notes apply

are indicated by consecutive numbers.

I have given in the notes the hadiths in which Ibn al-Turkurani
indicates that there is dispute cr some 1illa, without giving the

text.

I have provided references for the verses cited fram the FHoly
Qur'an, for the hadiths occurring in the text and in my notes, and

for the statements attributed to the variocus scholars.

I have indicated the mistakes made by Ibn al-Turkumani. I have
also indicated one mistake made by al—Khat_Yb, in biography no.

1557.

I have nubered the bicgraphical notices of  al-tlukhtasar

consecutively, regardless of vhether they are major or minor ones
— the latter being those that al—K.hai:Eb gives as supplementary to
the former. Vhen a notice is repeated, I have marked it with a
smll circle. The number of notices totals 1€065, exclusive of the
two that I have restored fram the printed text of alJI‘alkh-iﬁ.

I héve provided various indexes for the book.

A general alphabetical index of nmames, with reference tc the

secticns in which they appear in al-Mukhtasar.

63



~
>
.

3.

)F’

An index of the biocraphies as arranged in al-Mkhtagar

An index of the biographies alphabetically ordered to vhich I have
added biographies. The latter are distinguished by the letter

(-..

An index of the Qur’anic verses vhich appear both in al-Mukhtasar

and notes.

An index of the ‘r.lad-iths of the prophet menticned in al-Mukihtasar

and my notes (ordered alphabetically).

An index of the sayings and proverbs reported in al-Mukhtasar and

S - .
al-Ta ligat. They are ordered according to the names of those who
to wham they are attributed or vho are described in them.
An index of the errors made Ly scholars. These are arranged

according tc the correct form of the nave.

An index of countries and regions rentioned in al-Mukhtasar.

An index of battles menticned in al-Mukhtasar.

An index of the poetry quoted in al-Mukhtasar.

An index of the bocks mentioned in al?D«nkhmﬁar, ordered according

to the names of the authors.
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HCTES Cf THE ARSTRACT

. Mucaddimat Ibn al—ﬁlalgh, 231.

Tadrib al-rawi 2/369; Nughat al-nazar, 67.

al-Tabsira wa-l-tadhkira, 3/217; Fath al-muchith, 3/259

See the discussion of this method on page 42 of

Introduction.
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lictes on the bicgraphy of al-I<1'1at;_'J'-b al—Bagh-ad-:f

c. =2
1. Mu jam al-udaia , 4/21.

2. al-Tagqyid, 2/3.

3. Lisan al-mizan, 5/-10.

4. Tarixh Baghdad, €/106.

5. al-Ansab, 8/106.

5. al-Bidaya wa al-nitaya, 12/60.

7. Ipbid., 12/60.

8. Siyar a%13m al-nuRla, 15/253.

9. Tadhkirat al-huffaz, 3/116.
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10.

11.

12,

23.

24.

25.

Notes on the biograpiyy of Ibn al-Turlcarani

p-3 -
Mu jam al-buldan, 5/39.

al—Tabath al-saniyva, 1/449.

al-Nujum al-zanira, 9/250.

Ibid.

. al-Durar al-kamina, 3/49.

. al-Khutat al-Magriziyya, 4/218.

Taj al-tarajim, Folio 23.

Tadhkirat al-nabih, 2/213.

al-Durar al-kamina, 3/49.

)

al-Fawa’id al-bahiyya, 13.

Lahz al-alhaz, 125.

al-Jawahir al-mudiyya, 2/987.

al-Nujum al-zahira, 10/246; al-Jawehir al-mdiyya, 1/367.

. A"y%n al—°a§r, Folio °4.

. al-Jawahir al-mdivya, 1/366.

. Lajz al-alhaz, 125.

al-Nujun al-zahira, 10/246.

al-Jawehir al-mudiyya, 1/366.

. Raf® al-isr, 2/401.

. al-Jawahir al-mudiyva, 1/367.

Ibid., 2/430.

al-Jawahir al-mudiyya, 1/5.

al—Nuj;n al-zahira, 10/246.

al-Sulik _f;;:_ E‘rifat duwal al-nml&, Part II vol 3, £13.

Ibid., 725.



4l.

42.

43.

. Ivid., &13.

N < .
. Ayan al- asr, Folic 94.

. Lahz al-albtaz, 125.
—, e A

al-Khutat al-Magriziyya, 4/237.

. but in Badg'ic' al-zuhUr it is mentioned that this

toock place at the end of Jumad al-'akhirah, 1/515.

Paf® al- isr, 2/401.

Faf®al-isr, ibid ; Ac'yEn al-c'aar, Folio 24.

. Bada'i®al-zuntr, 1/519.

Lahz al-alhaz, 222.

al-Jewahir al-mudiyya, 1/367.

al-Durrar al-kKamina, 2/417.

Ibid., €2.
Ibid.

Ikid., 3/330

. Ibid., 2/4£7.

Lahz al-alhaz, 116.

Raf© al-isr, 2/286.

al-Durar al-kamina, 4/159.

Ibid., 1/720.

. al-Jawahir al-mudiyva, 2/432.

. al-lujum al-zzhira, 10/247.

Hadiyvat al-~3rifin, 1/720.

Rafcal—isr, 2/401.

Rusn al-rnuhgd‘lara ’ .

. Taj al-tarajim, folio 25; Iadiyyat 1-Sfarifin, 1/720.

écygn al-Susr, folio 94.
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MNotes on the study of al-Taghif and Talkhig al-rutashabih

1. Kitab al-Sayn, 3/120

L = <. e
2. Tahdhib al-lucha, 4/253; al-Muhkam wa-l-mifiit al- azam;

!’

- C -— -
Lisan al- Arab, 9/187; Sharh ma yaqac' fih al-taghif, 13.

3. al-Sihanh, 4/1324
PREDSESES S VA—
4. al-Maghrib, 263.

5. 2l (amus al-mdgif, 3/166

6. al-Misteh al-munir, 395.

7. Sharh ma vace®™ fin al—ta;sb:i'f, 120

8. Ikid., &7.

9. Lisan alAr ab, 9/127; al-Miikam wva-l-mhit al-a%gam, 3/114.

10. Sharh r& vage™ £ih al—tas'ig-if, 13.

11. Taghih al-tashif, 347.

12. al-gihah, 4/1343.
13. Nughat al-nazar, 47.

14. Ta}_lq-zq al-nusus wa nashnia, 61.

- "
15. Arwar al-rabi, 1/120.

16. Ibid.

17. Sharh r& yea® fin al-taghif, 13.

18. al-Tlma 157 -

19. Ibid.,155.

20. Taghifat al-mihaddithin, 2/14.

21. al- ILB<154.

22. Sharh ma Yaga— fih al-taghif, 14.

23. al-Muhaddith al-fagil, 208.

24. al- 11a€ 150.



39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44,

45,

. Sharn al-Alfiyyah, 2/175.

. al-Talkhis, 1G67.

Ibid., 553.

. Sharh 1A yacg® fih al-tashif, 50I.

Ibid., 49.

- -
Tashifat al-muhaddithin, 1/12.

. al-Tim= 154.

Mucaddimat Ibn al—JSalzb, 253.

. Taghifat al mhaddithin, 1/37.

. Mucaddimat Ibn al-Salah, 254 .

Ibid., 256.

- -
Tashifat al-muhaddithin, G.

Tabagat fuhul al—shucéxa, 1/4.

Taghifat al-mthaddithin, 1/5.

Ibid., 12.
Ibid., 11.
Ibid., 14.
Ibid., 8.
al-Kifayd, 143.
Ibid., 144.
al-—Fihrist, 85.

Published, Damascus 138CH.

. m:Sjam al- udaba, 13/208.

Published, Cairc, 13E3H.

. Published, Cairo, 1982 A.D.

. al-Fihrist, 17, 204.



51.

52.

53.

£4.

55.

— <
Viafayat al-a yan, 2/14.

e -?
HMu Jjam al-udaka, 2/229.

Sharh @ yaqac' fih al—ta%x?f , 6.

al-Fihrist, 131.

Kashf al—&uxian, 1/411.

Published, Cairo 1987A.H.

Sharh :"E yaqr.—l6 £ih al tagh?f, 1.

Muggadirat Ibn al-Salah, 252.
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28. Ibid., 572.

29. Ibid.
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38. Ibid.

39. Ibid., 699.

40. Ibid., 705.

41. Ibid., 707.
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43, Ibid.

44, Ibid., 774.

45. Ibid., 717.

46. Ibid., 723.

47. al-Muttagil is wused to refer to names whose letters are linked

together, e.g. _subp al-tUnfagil, on the other hand refers to
names which are separated, e.g. —_ |
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49. Tbid., 829.
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53.
54.
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56.
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70.
71.
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76. Ikid., 239.
77. Ibid., 240.
8. Ibid.
79. Ibid., 243.
80. Ibid., 244.
81. Ibid.

82. Ibid., 24°.

&3. al-Ta]J<hi§, £29,.
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MOTES Gl DESCRIPTION CF IANUSCRIPT
uD EDTTCRIAL, TORK,

al-Durar al-Kaminah, 4/265.

lMukhtasar Talkhis al-Mutashahih, 449

See p. 352 of the Arabic section: al-Tarajim al-rmlhaga bi-1-

mukhtagar.

See p. 392 of the Arabic section: al—TakhrIj;t wa-al-taslzqat. ;
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