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CHAPTER 1.

INTRODUCTTION.

Ryle (1948) draws our attention to the science
of social pathology. Medicine has tended to ignore this
aspect of disease. The trend has been rather to focus all
attention and energies on the practice of remedial medicine,
with its quest after a specific cause and a specific cure.

It is not my intention to elaborate on modern
treatment methods and their relative adﬁantages in the
field of syphilis. It is felt that perhaps something of
value can be contributed to the social pathology of the
disease.

This thesis will embrace a survey of syphilis
as it affects the Bantu (African) race in the Lions River
District of Natal. Two methods of assessing the incidence
will be employed. Firstly, there will be an enumeration
of consecutive cases encountered over the period December,1950
to September, 1951. Secondly, the results of three serological
surveys (Wasserman test) in the district will be reviewed.

Syphilis has spread among the Bantu race at an
'alarming rate. In the Lions River District in the year.

1924 - 1925 the District Surgeon saw twelve fresh cases
among Africans. During the period under review (not quite
ten months), I, as District Surgeon, have found 198 cases.
The population figures for 1924 - 1925 are unfortunately

not available. Nevertheless, the increase in population
falls far short of this increésed incidence of syphilis.
Table 1 shows the increase of venereal disease in the City
of Durban over this period. Durban 1s seventy-two miles

from Howick.




TABLE 1.

INCIDENCE OF VENEREAL DISEASE IN THE CITY OF DURBAT
FOR THE YEARS ENDING SEPT.30, 1925, AND
- SEPT. 30, 1950, 1IN AFRICANS.

1924-5 (popul. 27,861) 1949-50 (popul. 127,496)

Fresh cases Fresh cases
City Imported Total
Total M. F. Total. M. F. Total.
48 5849 2046 7895 2542 1348 3890 11785
(With acknovledgerent to the 77.0.7. of the City of Zuirtong,

The above figures illustrate the formidable
increase in venereal infections in Durban amongst the Africans.

The District Surgeoncy in the Lions River District
i1s a part-time appointment. Included among the various dutiles
is the treatment of venereal disease for all sections of the
community at Government exXpense.

The Lions River District covers anarea approximately
fifty miles by forty miles, with Howick as its magisterial
centre and the headquarters of the District Surgeon. This
district lies in the Natal Midlands. Apart from a rubber
factory at Howick, there is no other industrial undertaking.
This factory employs 220 Europeans, 54 Coloureds, 186 Asiatics,
and 1049 Africans. The remeinder of the district is primarily
cattle - farming and timber,(wattle), country. The farms
are mainly European owned, the labour being provided in the
main by the Bantu. These latter live in family units, and
are given a small portion of land to cultivate. They are
- usually allowed fo run a few cattle.

The census population of the district, as

enumerated in May 1951, is as‘appears in Table 11.




IABLE 1l.

-

EXTRACT FROM CENSUS OF LIONS RIVER DISTRICT, MAY 1951.

Howick North
Howick South
Howick S. of
Umgeni
Howick Native
Location
Howick West
Cedara
Merrivale.
Lidgetton West
Lions River
Rosetta
Tweedie

Fort Nottingham 8

Nottingham Road

Total Urban and
Rural towns.

Balgowan

Upper Karkloof

Shafton Karkloo

Upper Mooi-Rose

Dargle

- Lidgetton
Howick

Mvale-Boston Ro

Cedare-Hilton

Lot 10

Kamberg

Iotal Rural

GRAND TOTAIL

- males to 100 females) for the rural areas was 109.6,

with 152.4 for

was 105 as compared with 167.

URBAN AND RURAL TOWNS.

European Asiatic Coloured Native
M. F, Total.
348 242 20 224 128 352
452 196 3 191 80 271
178 - - 342 5 347
- - - 183 163 346
- 710 173 592 588 1180
22 104 10 52 47 99
218 14 3 151 114 265
9 85 22 65 74 139
9 - 204 - 121 118 239
101 62 20 281 158 439
- 57 - 21 27 48
- - 31 35 66
266 165 11 268 118 336
1611 1839 262 2522 1655 4177
RURAL.
Buropean Asiatic Coloured Native
M. F. Total.
565 117 10 927 677 1604
17 15 - 454 483 037
£ 119 27 4 1661 1748 3409
tta9?7 18 6 805 594 1329
101 17 - 19 899 802 170X
261 158 12 1489 1435 2924
139 28 11 913 779 1692
adl40 63 15 1243 1150 2303
640 144 38 1330 1204 2534
3 - 1 21 20 41
3 - - 69 83 152
2085 587 116 9811 8955 18766
3696 2426 378 12333 10610 22943

The Bantu tertiary masculinity (proportion of total

the urban areas. In 1946,

as compared

the tertiary masculinity

It appears that Bantu females are

tending to migrate in greater proportions to the urban areas.
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According to the Handbook of Race Relations in
South Africa (1949), which has based its researches on the
1946 census, the tertiary masculinity of Africans in urban
areas throughout South Africa was 218.2, and in rural areas
86+4, For the individuval provinces of South Africa, the
figures were:

Cape Province..... 8147

Nataleieeesoossoses 9156

Transvaal.....;...129-98

OFeSeeececeneesses95.85
The high rate in the Transvaal (where the Unionk major
industry is concentrated) reflects a high degree of urbanisation.
This preponderance of males in urban areas must tend to
disintegerate the Bantu family. )

In the period which this thesis reviews, I have
found one Asiatic, two European, and no coloured cases of
.syphilis. The problem of this disease is thus clearly confined
in this district to the Bantu. This race has only of recent
vears become vietims of the disease. Ahrens (1948) refers
to venereal disease having in the 1876s the Zulu name
"ukufa kwa belungu', which means '"the disease of the European."
In fact, the word syphilis has no counterpart in the Zulu
language.

Kark (1249) puts the year 1867 with its discovery
of diamonds at Kimberley as being virtually the stariing W
point of syphilis in the Bantu of Southern Africa. Previously,
in spite of wars and repeated minor conflicts between
frontier groups of White and Biack, the two races had no
common soclety. 1In 1877, ten years after its inception,
Kimberley had a population of 8,000 Europeans and 10,000
Africans. The latter lived under conditions which inevitably
promoted the spread of syphilis. Housing was inadequate,
very few if any had wives or families with them, and

alcoholism, the Siamese twin of venery (McFarlane-1948)was rife.
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In 1884, gold was discovered én the Witwatersrand.
Table 111 shows the number and distribution according to
area of origin of African men employed in the mining industry
of the Transvaal.
TABLE 111.

NO. AND DISTRIBUTION ACCORDING TO AREA OF ORICIN
OF AFRICAN EMPLOYEES IN THE TRANSVAAL MINING INDUSTRY.

Areas from which the men came (expressed as a percentage
of the total).

YEAR NO. Cape Natel 0.F.S.Tvl.Bas-Bech-Swaz-FEast  Tropical
employed Prov. uto-uana-iland Coast
land land

1904-77,425 127 3.49 0-30 6.96 2.91 069 0-64 66-23 591
1914-179,837 25-0 5.96 0.48 7.76 7.44 1.87 289 47.71 0-90
1924-191,355 33.0 2.43 0.43 7.59 9-15 118 2.19 43-88 0-18
1934-269,547 42.0 4.62 1-23 8.60 13-0 2.48 2.60 24.67 0-80
1939-248,048 33.9 4-83 1-49 7.82 15.0 2-72 2.03 26.11 6-01

(Adapted from "The Social Patholosy of Ayprilis in Africong™

. §.A.Ved, Journsl, 1949, 23 79, by Kark)
Tt is of interest 5 Hote that Fathl’ hos provided, over the

past 35 years, never more than 6% of the total.

Following upon these two basic discoveries came
the development of secondary industries - a much slower and more
recent process. The rubber factory at Howick is an example of
such a recent development. Its biggest customer is the gold
mining industry, and it opened in 1920.

Nearly all the African labourers on the gold and
~ diamond mines still come from rural areas, to vwhicl they return
after spells of work lasting for months or years. They leave
their families on farms, or in the Native Reserves. This
Process must inevitably involve a disruption in their family life
with far-reaching social consequences.

In the /ooooooo
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In the Lions River District, there are no Native Reserves,
whence this process of migration takes place on a large

scale. There has of recent years, however, particularly
since the 'thirties, with the development of secondary
industries (which offer much higher wages), been an increasing
tendency for the farm labourer to seek employment in industry.
(Handbook of Race Relations in South Africa - 1949.)

African tribal customs, with their accent on the
family unit, still prevail to a great extent in the rural
areas of this district. There is evidence, however, that
the power of these customs is on the wane., The main factors
causing this wane are: (a) The introduction of schooling,

(b) the adoption of Ghristianity, (¢) a trend to monogamy,
and (d) a breaking away from the broad family unit to form
single family units. (Kark-personal cormunication.)
Intimately connected with Bantu tribal customs, is the
system of "lobolo", whereby to obtain a wife an African has
to provide in payment a certain number of cattle. It is a
fact that the African feels that to have no children is
tantamount to having no life hereafter. (Krige-1250.) He
must therefore have avwife. Here lies one of the driving
forces behind the migrant labour process, as,on the farms
and particularly in the impoverished Native reserves of
South Africa, there 1s often little or no prospect of being
able to provide the "lobolo" medium necessary for the purchase
of a wife. This and other cultural factors will be dealt
with more fully in later sections.

As Kinsey (1948) states, sexual response involves
the most intense emotional changes. The propagation of
syphilis in a race is intimately connected with the sexual
behaviour of that race. The latter is closely associated
with religious values, rituals, and customs. With a process
of social disruptions such as the Bantu race appears to be
undergoing, 1t is inevitable that the sexual behaviour, however

ordered/. ceee
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ordered it may have been previously, will adopt freer
standards.

It seems evident that remedial medicine per se
has had little effect in the control of syphilis in the

Bantu. Allied with,state of affairs is the difficulty met

A
in providing adequate treatment. The African in the main
views disease in a primitive mamner little influenced by

the degree of education he has received. The witch doctor’s
influence is still present. There is little or no stigma
attached to the contraction of syphilis. As far as he is
concerned the Bantu patient is "gula" (sick). His conception
of pathology goes little further. Consequently, it is
extremely difficult to convince him that, once external
lesions disappear, there is a need for further treatment.

In addition,the difficulties of out-patient treatment are
magnified by the distances, which must for the most part

be travelled on foot.

McFarlane (1948) has reviewed the social
pathology of syphilis with special reference to the mal-
adjustment of the individual. His survey was conducted in
England, on a society which had €ndured the inroads of a
world way, but which by South African standards must be
considered an essentially stable society.

In this country, however, we are dealing
with a process in which the society itself is pathological.
Successful therapy requires the establishment of African urban
and rural communities based on a stable family life. In such
ordered urbanisation lies the answer to the social pathology

of syphilis (Kark -1949).



CHAPTER 11, PAGE 14.

HISTORICAL SURVEY.

It is essentlal for the purposes of this thesis to
be conversant with the cultural background of the Bantu. As
he is being introduced to a new disease, so he 1s meeting, and
being influenced by, a new culture.

A century ago, syphllis woula have made scant head-
way in a people who adhered to a strict sexual code. Likewise,
if the Bantu could adopt the Westerm way of life in entirety,
the disease would assume gn unlmportant role. It 1s this
transition period, when he is straddling two cultures, that
provides an admirsble soil for the spread of syphilis.

This section will embrace a brief early history of
the Bantu, a description of his culture prior to the advent of
the Buropean, and the changes which have been wrought in his
mode of life as a result of Western influence.

Before the days of Ghaka (King of the Zulus fronm
1816-1840) the Zulus were an insignificant clan of many such
clans, who had migrated southwards from Central Africa (BRYANT
1949). Bryant supposes that about 900 A.D. the Southern Bantu
had become separated into 3 branches in Central Africa. They
were the Nguni, the Venda-Karanga and the Thonga. These
gradually migrated gouth—wards. The Nguni, in their travels,
met the Bushmen, and adopted from them the clicks which
characterise the Nguni languages. The name Bantu includes all
these clans of South-~East Africa who have a common language
origin. The three branches mentioned split up, leaving sections
behind in their travels, the remainder intermingling to form
three further groups. These were the Ntungwa-Nguni, the
Embo-Nguni and the Thonga-Nguni, who all entered Natal at about
the same time in the 16th Century.

The Zulus/cecees
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The Zulus get their name from one Zulu, the son of |
Malsndels. It is from Malandela that the Zulus are descended.
They were a small clen of the Ntungwe-Nguni, and were thus
clésely related to thelr neighbours. They neverthelesg had by
chence a profound influence in unifying the verious tribes of
Natel into one people, so that today most of the Nguni clans of
Natal call themselves Zulus.

Sheke, an lllegitimate son of the Zulu King, was
lergely reeponsible for this process of unification. By virtue
of his unpopularity he had to flee his home. He socught refuge
with Dingiswayo, head of the Mthetwa tribe, close nelghbours of
the Zulus. Dingiswayo had, on a small sceale, been busy sub-
jugating nelghbouring tribes by force. Sheka showed such
prowese ae a warrior that he gained Dingiswayo's favour and
with the death of the Zulu king in 1816, Shaka, alded by
Dingisweyo, took the Zulu throne by force. He was a cfuel and
ruthlees man. He re«~corganised his army and sbandoned the tamer
methods of fighting then in vogue. He pursued the enemy to
their kraal, killed their chief and as many sble~bodied men as
poesible and retunned_with their cattle and women as bcoty.

By ;820 he had completely subjugated the entire territory of
what is today known as Natal. He reigned supreme. It meant
nothing for a man to be put to death for possessing a face
ugly enough to offend the king, =nd life became precarious in
a brutal atmosphere.

Apart from thies effect of unificstion, his influence
on Bentu life and customs was»prpfound. -Avgroup of pastorsal
clens had in four years been transformed into a powerful
military weapon. The entire socilal structure was re-orientated
end focussed upon military matters, and the young men were
trained in age sets for military service.

Shaka/ceeeees..
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Shaka wae succeeded by Dingene, then umPande and
then Cetshwayo. Cetshwayo was the last of the independent
Zulu kings. He was defeated by the British at Ulundi in 1879.

In South Africa today, no Bantu can owh land except
in the areass known as reserves. The lend which was in his
posseseion was elther teken over by European farmers or re-
garded as Crown lands and called reserves. In these reserves
the Bantu were allowed to continue the form of lend ténure
they were accustomed to prior to European conquest. The
largest Bantu occupied land is the Trenskel territories. In
Natal, certain reserves were set aside followlng the British
annexation in 1843. ( In addition, Zululand, annexed in 1879
still remains largely in Africen hands.) The Lions River
district has two such reserves on ite boundaries. They are
the Swartkop and Impendhle native reserves. Since Union (1910)
the total area set aside as reserves has risen from 7.3% to

9.6% in February 1945 ( HANDBOOK OF RACE RELATIONS 1949).
THE RURAL BANTU.

KRIGE (1950) deals at length with the social
organisation of the Zulus as 1t exists among thoee as yet
uninfluenced by Western standards. Hfg'descriptions are
appliceble in the main to the rural Bantu of this district,
among whom the bulk are Zulus. Recent importations of a few
foreign tribes such as Basutos (from Basutoland), Xosas (from
the Cape) and Nyaeae ( from East Africa ) have occurred.

In the krasls the old customs are still maintsined
to a great extent based on kinship which exerts a powerful
influence on the Zulu. The family unit is held together by
strong ties within a kinship system which provides no small
megsure of socilal security for its members. In fact,it acts

as a /QOQI.Q
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as & kind of community chest. It is indeed remarkable that
a preliterate society such as that of the Zulus should have
such a clear cut set of rules as thoee embracing kinship.

The “beba" or father is the great light of the
femily and commands the utmost respect. The "mama" or mother
is the lesser light. The children are on a par socielly,
differentiation being bssed on age snd sex, the males being
given priority over the females. _

4 If a wife ie barren, & sister 1s sent to provide
children for the husband, but she assumes the rank of a second
wife. Herr eldest son, nevertheless, becomee the helr. If a
man dies, his younger brother inherite his wife or wives.

The father's brothers and sisters are all loocked
upon as fathers, recelving the same degree of respect as the
father. Here again we find a differentiation as to age and
sex and a father's elder brother is paid more respect ‘than
a younger. A father's sister is accorded less respect than
a father's brotker but more than a mother's dbrother.

The same strict parsllel is drawn to the mother's
relatives. The female side in the Zulu family generally
assumes a more passive, supplicant role. As sn example - the
mother will make representations to the father on behalf of a
son ( a men does not talk in his father's presence unless
addressed. )

Reletives - in - law are also evaluated socially.
There is, thus, a strictly_ patrilinesl vstructure tor Zulu
society and this is carried to the grandparent relationship
even moré foreibly - the father'é father commands the
greatest respect of all.

As a result of this complex and extensive ramification,
a large number of relatives, based on the father-mother re-
lationship, ere drawn together.

In gddition/.....
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In addition, there is the system of the sib (clan).
This includes relatives on one side of the family only. The
8ib is celled the "isibongo" and is patrilinfal. It 1s the
surname and csn be likened to the Highlend clen system of Scotland.
Finally, in Zulu soclety, there are the age-sets.
This system arose from the military era of the Zulus. It
embraces both boye and girls and has as its object a treining
in discipline for circumscribed age sets of boys and girls.
This age orgaenisation is gradually falling away with the tendency
of yéung boys to leave home early to enﬁer'European employment.
Each family unit lives in a separate village.
With the disintegration of the old tribal life, the village is
tending to shrink in size and may now include only one man with
his wives and children. Although there may be several wilves,
éach is independent. S8he has her own separate cattle and
end separate lands for cultivation. The women of the village
attend to the necessary domestic duties as well as work in. the
fields. The younger girls fetch water and collect firewood.
The young boys act as herd boys while the little girls help
their mothers tend the children. Compared with the above the
men are relatively idle. They appear to view life gs soldiers
on permgnent leave. They devote some of their day perhaps to
attending e case, or drinking keffir beer. I recollect, in my
youth, our kitchen servant telling me it was beneath his dignity
to work as a house-servant - this wae "women's work". Cne can
detect a new air of pride asmong the mgles now that industry has
opened its doors to the Zulu and he can again do "msn®s work."
The soclal order of the Zulus postulates completely
oppoelte spheres of activity for men and women, down to the
most minute detail of their daily 1ife. They must even sit
differently end wash differently.

The concepts8/cecececes
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The concepts of ancestry play a vital role in the

R village snd, despite Christienity, still govern major kraal policy.
For example, moving to a new village requires that a series of
teboos be adhered to for fear of offending the ancestors. It
is for this resson that I meet such obstruction when I am called
upon to perform a post mortem exsmination at a kraal. The

Zulu mind regards such an exemination as a trespass into the
province of the ancestors. The police often acknowledge to

me that' investigation of a death by violence (particularly
lightening) is in most cases met by a singularly unco-operative
attitude.

No marriage is complete till a child is born.
Childlessness to a woman is a major disaster.

Every child is supposed to be tainted at birth with
"isigwemba" - a constitutional defect to which several allments
are attributed, such as sbnormal sexusl irritability in adults
(KRIGE 1950). One remedy is to twirl the stem of the castor
0ll pleant round in the rectum of the child ti_.ll bleod is drawn.
Another, the one most commonly practiged in these parts, is to
administer daily enemata of witch-doctor concoctions to the
unfortunate child. It took me three years to uncover this
procedure, which on interrogation I find is the common practice
in almost every rural infant brought to me. It serves to
1llustrate a concept of pathology certainly different from ours
snd explains the indifferent attitude towards continuation of
treatment once external lesions of sypl'zilig have Vq.isappeared.

Zulu babies are weaned late - usually at the age of
about 18 months or two years. This is a saving grace, a8 the
customary change over to solids is to crushed raw meglies
("mcunbi") and mey be s #ajor cause of the high desth rate
of infents from gastro enteritis in this age group.

It 18 / eceeens
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It 1s not permissible for the mother to fall pregnant
ﬁill the child is weaned, whereupon sexual intercourse may be
practised again.

It is of mterest to compare the series of inltiation
cersmonies which ptm;buate the Zulu's development vﬂ& adult-—
hood, with other primitive races. Benedici (1935) has dealt
with the Pueblos of New Mexico, the Dobu of New Guinea and the
Indiens of the North;West America. Margaret Mead (1950) deals
with the Samoans.

Among the Zulus there are the ear-piercing ("Qhumbuza"),
and the puberty ceremonies and the publie recognition of a
girl's marriageable state ( the "ukwomela" ).

The ear;piereing ceremény (done “ on every child before
reaching puberty) is today regarded as the mark of the heathen.
I have been agpproached by asplring Christians on at least four
occasions to close these holes by dolng a small plastic pro-
cedure under local anaesthesia.

The puberty ceremony in the boy is signalled by his
first nocturnal emission. He initistes proceedings by stealthily
driving his father's cattle to 'the river before sunrise and
having a bathe. He is symbolised as one of the beasts and must
be driven back with the cattle to a ceremony which may last
seversl days. He is thersafter acclaimed a man.

In the girl, the ceremony is initiated by her first
menstruation, and follows similar lines, ghe accent being placed
on seclusion (menstruation is regarded as a thing unclean.)

The "ukwomela" 1s a ceremony on similar lines. Like
the above cerenionies, a beast or goat is slaughtersd as a token.

A closer study of the period of the puberty ceremony
SHwards is indicated for the purposes of this thesis. It
demarcates the period of the excursion into adult sex conscious-
ness of the young Zulus.

The Westorn/ceeses
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The Western concept of sex is foreign to the Zulu.
There is no redicence on sex matters before children and indeed
children indulge in playful sexual intercourse. |

The elder girls ( "amaghikiza" ) assume the respons-
ibility for the behaviour of ~the newly initiated girl. Once
initiated she is paid attention by the young men. She is given
a probation period during which time she may not address a young
men even under duress. The "amaghikiza" then walve this
restriction, but she may not éhoose a swéetheart for a further
period of from six months to a year. To accept ("goms") a
lover is a serious matter in Zulu society. It is 'the Western
equivalent of an engagement » with this exception, that one
cannot "qoma" twice.

A young man who has been accepted for at least three
months may approach the "amaghikiza" to have external sexual
intercourse with his 'beti'othed. Tis is called "Hlobonga',
or more commonly in these parts "soma". Permission is rarely
refused. Parents invariably accj_uiesée to this, provided the
control by the "emaghikiza" is recognised as adeguate.

A cus-f;om which aﬁpears to have died out nowadays, is
for Zulu mothers to condﬁct a routine inspection of their
daughter's’ gemitalia in case of defloration.

It is considered a disgrace for an unmarried girl to
have a child at her father's kraal. A discovery of pregnancy
is followed by hurried efforts to marry her off to someone.
At such a wedding, however, the "amaghikiza" would refuse
the meat, it being considered unclean. )

Premarital laxOness 1s strictly forbidden. The
worst insult a girl can receilve is to be termed "isigalagala",
which implies that she has had excessive sexual intercourse.
The insulf; is taken as an aspersion on the entire age-group
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and is dealt with by that group collectively. Formerly she
would go to the slanderer's kraal and submit to an examination
by the mothers of that kraal. If innocent she was given free
licence to destroy any possession of value of the slanderer.
Thereupon the girls of her age group would seize a beast,
slaughter it, and pour the stomach contente over themselves to
cleanse away the aspersion. Nowadays, according to the Natal
€ode, such redress is not permissible and a ciwil action is
necessary. If she wins her case she is entitled to a head of
cattlie.

| During my practice over the past five years I have
dealt with at least six such cases. In none so far has an
intact hymen been encountered.

Love-making is an important part of the 1life of a
young man once he has reached puberty. He is very interested
in love charms which are either self administered or given to
the girl in guestion. The bead work he wears and the colours
chosen have an implication of love.

He may marry at any time after puberty. In former
years he had to wait as long as ten years, most of which was spent
in military service.

Marriage among Zulus has two implications. The
couple concerned are firstly involved in the translation into
a higher category - from unmarried to married. In addition
great play 1s made of the fact that the girl has to loosen her
family ties and enter in a humble fashion those of her husband's.
As a result the ceremony involves certaln seclusion rites and
& speclal ceremony 1s necessary before she may eat the meat or
drink the milk of her husband'’s kraal. All this and many
other taboos she must follow in recognition of her husband's
8ib and the feelings of his ancestors.

The second /eceeee
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The second implication of marriage 1is a conciliation
in a gradual manner of the two sibs. Here we find the explan-
ation of the "lobolo" custom. A marriage is no moment of re-
joicing to the girl's family. She is a loss to them and a gain
to the boy's family. Consequently the latter must restore the
equilibrium by giving something of great value. Cattle have
always been looked on as a Zulu's most valued possession and
hence the motive of "lobolo'. In former days four or five
head of cattle was the maxiﬁum paid. Since the codification of
the Zulu law "lobolo" values have been more or less fixed. The
price paydble‘for thé average Zulu girl is fixed roundabout ten
head of cattle. Chief's daughters require more. Nowadays
payment in cash is acceptable. My dispensary boy, who 1is con-
templating marriage, has been called on to pay £456.

The antagonlism existent between the two sibs is by no
means gbated gt the onset of the wedding ceremony. It is the
rule for opposite camps to hurl Jibes at each other, and in fact
to be most forthright in their insults. As beer drinking is a
blg attraction at a wedding it is not unusual for serious
fighting to break out. At the conclusion of the ceremony
however, there is an end to such antagonism and gifts are exchanged.

Rosenthal & Kerchner (1944) found in New York for the
years 1940 -1943 that the largest number of cases of venereal
disease occurred in the 20 to 24 age group, and according to
Koch and Wathur (1944) sexual promiscuilty is the most vital
factor in the spread of venereal disease. Under such a strict
tribal custom as holds in the kraals the main factor in the
spread of venereal disecase 1s absent, since the seduction end
defloration of an ummarried girl would produce sush g::ggction
from the family, with serious consequences to the girl and seducer.
Such reaction is much less or absent today in the urban areas

where the society is neither strict nor tribal, and the

number urbanised is increasing.
The Urban Bantu /ev..s
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THE URBAN .
Table 1V shows the 1ncreése of the urban native
population in the Union of South Africa.
TABLE _1V.

THE URBAN NATIVE POPULATION IN THE UNION OF
SOUTH AFRICA, DURING THE PERIOD 1911 - 1946.

Date. Men « Women Total

1911 410,161 97,981 508,142
1921 439,707 147,293 587,000
1936 784,769 366,874 1,141,643
1946 1,162,022 642,190 1,794,212

(HANDBOOK OF RACE RELATIORS 19%9)

No estimate is available for the proportion per-
manently urbanised. There 1s no doubt, however, that there
is an increasing trend towards permanency. This is evidenced
by the increasing number of urban marrisges and the increase in
the number of women in urban areas.

In viewing the position of the urban Bantu a review
of the historical background is necessary. The Native (urban)
Areas Act of 1923 was the firet legislative move towards the
segregation of the various races of the Unlon of South Africa
in urban areas. Prior to this the policy was one of laisser-
faire. Numerous amendments have followed this act, all of
theg_having the basic motive of safeguarding the labour supply
ofwthe European farming community (HANDBOOK OF RACE RELATIONS
194Q).  Despite this legislation, however, the townward flow
of the Bantu has continued unabated. World War 11 was re-
sponsible for a great increase in the economic dgveloPment of
'this country and this townward flow was greatly accelerated.
It is becoming increasingly evident that a re-orientation of
the problem of the urban Bantu is necessary.

The provisions of the Act of 1923 and its amendments
delegate responsibility for the control and housing of such
urbanised Bantu to local authorities. In fact the financial
burden has had to be shouldered almost entirely by local

authorities. The net result/ec...
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The net result 1s that provision of adequate housing
has lagged palnfully behind. As a result, slum belts have
grown mushroom-like round most of the urban areas. In 1943
it was estimated that the Union required 125,000 native houses.
In 1947 the Native Administration Department estimated that
154,000 houses were reguired for natives as well as accomm-
odation for 106,900 single natives. (HANDBOOK OF RACE RELATIONS
19§ )e

As regards the economic and social conditions of such
urban Bantu, wvarious comissions have submitted reports. The
Smit Report (Union Government No.8, 1940) was “impressed above
all by Athe poverty of the Native community. 'i’his poverty is a
factor, the 1ll effects of wh:l.?h permeate the natives’ entire
socisl structure”. The Department of Bocial Science of Cape
Town University in tam 1939 did a random survey of 1926
families. It revealed that 6% of European families, 52% of
Coloured, 48% of Natives and 26% of Asiatic, lived below the
Poverty Datmﬁ Line, In 1944, ﬁ commission enqﬁiring into the
operation of bus services for ﬁon-Europeans in the Witwaters-
rand, Pretoria and Vereeniging areas concluded that "in all
areas of the commission's enquiry, the vast bulk of Africen
workers are below the Poverty Datum Line" (HANDBOOK OF RACE
RELATIONS 1949 ). |

In the Lions River district with which this thesis 1s

-

particularly concerned, there is the somewhat exclusive position
of there being only one major industry - the South African
Rubber Manufacturing Company. This falle under t he category
of a private manufacturing industry. It is of a type in which
the African can schieve greater scope and he can perform the
work, for instance, of a machine operative.

The standerd of living is higher by virtue of higé}er
wages paid than the Godd, Coal and Dismond Mines, and :‘iﬂﬂ

higher than farm labour wages.
Table Vo/o..oe
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Teble V. shows the average cash wages paid in the
Gold, Coal and Diamond Mines in 1944.

ZABIE V.
THE AVERAGE CASH WAGES PAT] GOLD,

EQléL(-"?’V'oﬂv\ %%Mo%%mc s w)
Ye Wage.

AFRICANS \
GOLD 2Witwatersrand & Extensions £42. 13. 0.
Other Areas £33. 2..0.
COAL 2W1twatersrand £41. 5. O.
Natal £38. 1l. ©.
DIAMONDS ( Cspe Province £73. 19. 0.

EUROPEANS .

GOLD (Witwatersrand & Extension
Underground £423. 16. O.
Witwatersrand & Extension

Surface £299. 0. O.

m& é'l’ransvaal £361. 8. O.
Fatal (Miners) £348. 8. 0.
DIAMONDS ( Cape Province £406. 18. 0.

Teble VI. showes the average cash wages pald in the

South Afrieasn Rubber Manufacturing Company of Howick.

1945
umber loyed Yearly Wage.
AFRICANS 546 £ 86. 1B. 0.
EUROPEANS 131 £401. 19. ©.
1960
AFRICANS 872 £120. 17. 0.
EUROPEANS 143 £649. 5. 0.

-H' vll/.‘..
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Teble V11l shows the farm wages per annum for a few
areas of the Union (From the Division of Economics end Markets
of the Department of Agriculture.)

TABLE Vil.
THE FARM WAGES FEW
OF THE UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA.

IYPE OF FARMING AREA YEAR CASH

Frech Milk Cape Town(Peri-Urban) 1943-4 £79.37

Fresh Milk Cape - Western Prov. 1943-4 £47.19

Fresh Milk Witwatersrand 1043=~4 £29, 3

Fresh Milk Outer Rand 1943<4 £23.79
. Cattle & Cresm Cape. - North West 1944=6 £11.38

Dairy ' East Griqualend 1944«5 £1C.91

Cheese & Milk Oudtshoorn & Cockhousel943-4 £12.55

Creeam EBastern Province 1943«~4 8 7.19

Poultry Cape Western Province 1944«56 £63.20

Poultry Witwatersrand 1944+~0 £41.72

Poultry South Coast Natal 19445 £21.868

Potatoes Natel 1942~8. £13.74

Irrigation Farming

Vegetables Bon Accord. 1944~ £16.21.
[ -

There ie in addlition to cash, s hypotheticsl
estimate for Rations, Grazing, Lsnd and other. ( Extract from
HANDBOOK OF RACE RELATIONS - lQﬂQ).

It is clear that cash earnings of most farm lsbourers
are less than on the mines or in the mapufacturing industry
and must be a strong factor in the migration tendency. The
structure of wages in South Africa shows a wide gap between
the wages of skilled labour (lergely Buropeen) and unskilled
lgbour (mostly non-Europesn). VAN DER HORST (HANDBOOK OF RACE
RELATIONS 19§Q) gives a reason fer#thie wide gap and strict
delineation of the occupational distribution of the populetion.
In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, trade unions were
organised by European artisans, while Africen lebour remained
unorganised. This waee in perticular appliceble to the Rand
Gold Mines. The Europesn trade union influence was later backed
by legisletion. As a result, skilled work ie today largely the

breserve of the Europesan.
In 1958/. coee e
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In 1938 unskilled money rates in South Africa were
a querter to half of those in the United States, Great Britain
'ana the other Dominions.

Table V111l shows the occupational distribution of
the Africen population in 1936. It is appliceble to all
Africens over the ege of ten years in the Union.

ZABLE V1)l

OCCUPATION MALE % FEMALE &
Agriculture and Forestry 62.4 86.85
Mining 17.1 -
Manufeascturing 9.1 2
Trensport - Communication 3.9 . -
Commerce and Finance 3 -
Public Administretion, Defence ;

Professions, Sport, Entertainment 8 2
Personal Service 4.9 12.7
Other 1.5 od

Percentage of Population of
Age Group 96,0 82.4

(From HANDBOOK OF RACE RELATIONS - 19§Qq)
As the teble shows, the bulk of African lsbour is

engaged in farming. This has tended to lcse its attraction,
particularly for the younger generstion - wages are lower and
terms of service are less attractive. As the value of land
has incressed, the farmer has tended to limit grezing and
cult;vation rights increasingly. Simultaneously,van urban
existence has tended to become more attrective to the Afriecan.
The Western way provides more variety in life. He prefers the
European dress, end has perhaps unconsciously adopted the
Western motive of life which is a@quisitive.

The seme factors are applicable to the African
populgtion living in the reserves.

In 1913, 78% of the Union population were Africans.
They held tenure of 7.3% of the Union's ares. This diaparity

together/c....
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together with primitive agricultural methods and overstocking
led to soil eresion and e resultant decline in productivity
of the reserves.

A In 1936, en estimate gave the density of the population
of the reserves as 82/square mile compared with 21 for the
Union as & whole. The estimated maize yield in 1950 was
two bags per acre, compared with four to six bags for Eurocpesn
farms. Reserve land is overstocked. In 1918, the cattle
population wae 1.6 million. It increased to 3.8 million in
1930 and has evened out at approximately that level. Today
only the most hardy animgls can survive such barren :country.
They are poor milk producers end have & low market value for
slaughter purposes. ( The incidence gbf‘ cysticercosis is high
among reserve cattle because of primitive methods of human
sanitation.) | |

There has been a tendency for the Bantu pepple of
the reserves to sbandon their tremitional diet of "amasi" in
preference for t’he less nourishing diet of mealies; This
follows, pndoubtedly, the inadequate milk production.
Consequently there has been a marked increase in mainutrition.

All these, end many other factors, weigh in swelling
the roeds to the towns with migrsnt Bantu who tend not to 'return.

In analysing the hotch-potch of Bantu society at
present existent in urban areas, there are two striking
features noticeable. Firstly there 1s the eager assimilation
of Western materisl culture - Buropean style of eclothing,
religion, education, recreations and even furniture. Secondly
there is the substitution of the strongly knit tenets of tribal
kinship by the smaller family unit divorced in interests from
ites neighbvours. The urban Basntu is no longer one of a tribe -
the motive of kinship is tending to fall away. Selfish interests

| teke the /eceoos
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take the place of communal interests. With such a deviation,
it 18 1nevitable that roots will be as yet lightly anchored.
Thus in 1934/35 of g1l births in three Pretoria native 1ocations,
59% were illegitimate. Related to this is the high.maSculity
rate in urban areas with a dimﬂnﬂtion of the moral hold that
family life has upon a community.

One other aspect of the urban Bantu which bears
consideration is alccholism. Under the laws of this country
Africens are debarred from 6onsuming,vorﬂbeing in poessession of
eny intoxicating liquor other than K&ffir beer. This latter,
the treaditional drink of the African, is made from Kaffir corn
and meallie meal and has an alcoholic content of from 3% to 5%.

It is consumed on farms, in the reserves, snd is obtainable at
municipal beer halls in urban areas.

There 1is, however a large traffic in illieit liguer,
perticularly in the slum belts of urbsn and periurbsn commun—
ities. The ususl ingredients of this liguor (called "shimiyene")
are chegp wine, brandy end sherry, cene spirit (an alcbholic )
distillation product of sugar, and sbout 65%proof) plus
adjuvents (such as caﬁbide). It is a very potent drink end is
extremely toxice. Only of recent years has 1llicit brewing
begun in the reserves. The special brew made there is "gaveen"
a lionr of similar comstitution.

Teble 1X shows the convictions under the Llquor Laws

of this country for the year 1944 (Extracted from the
HANDBOOK OF RACE RELATIONS - 1949)

Table 1X/ceececc-o
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PABLE 1X.
CONVICTIONS UNDER LIQUOR LAWS OF THE

URION OF SOUTH AFRICA FOR THE YEAR 1944.

.

Percentage
offence Europegn African Asistic Coloured Total. of Total
M ®___M F ¥ _F M F Convictions
Possession
of Native ,
Liquor ' '
(Illicit) 31 13 42626 60855 88 19 1890 1472 106988 14.43
Possession
of QOther : C
Liquor - - 5591 3086 56 21 470 190 9413 1.27
Drunken-
ness.5724 455 19463 2221 1086 60 18930 2803 50742 6.84

e = T D L LD

It will be seen that, as far as the African 1s concerned,
convictions for possession were more than twice the convictions for
drunkenness in males, and ne#rly thirty times in the case of
females. This is because palice efforts are directed at re-
straining the source rather than the consumption of illicit liquor

z besides their having a more difficult case to prove in the case
of drunkenness. Thus the figures for drunkenness can hardly
reflect the true state of affairs.

There are no statistics to d