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INTRODUCTION

The genesis of this stuay wes the simple title
'Rebelais Franciscain', with which .,Gilson wmede one
of his rare but always invaluesble incursions inté
literature.So much has been written of Rebelais'
reletions with the humsnists,with the Reformérs,with
the Court,that one is spt to forget that whatever
influences these milieux had on hiwm---and nobody
denies that it wes considersble---1it ceme secona
in time,if riot necessarily in importance,to a Schol-
astic education of some sort,In case'one is tempted
to aismiss the years spent in the OFM zs & mere
formelity,su acte ue présence with only the most
superficial psrticipastion in Echolustic ways,there
‘és the testimony of zn expert to weke one hesitate:

Pes une d'elles(les expressious uont il use)qui

ne porte et gui ne prouve la survivance d'un théo-
logien fort compétent chez 1'auteur de 'Fantagruel' "
It 1s pleinly unressonable tc assume that this know-
leage of theology came frow snywhere but the order
in which Rebelsls was successively novice,professed
religiaus and priest,and Gilson's further arguuents
are unanswerzble,Rabelsis 2t Fontenay coula not have
escapeu a stuuy of Scholastic phnilosoohy and theo-
logy ,with hie intellect snd temperesment it is haraly
likely that he woulc &X¥ve veen content with the
bare minimun of set books,nor thet the Iranciscan
spirit in its wiuest sense shoula have failed to
merk hiw..1lson's premisses are our own,and the pre-
sent work seeks to iliustrate,however inadéquately,
this truth which most critics have admitted but
few have even begun to investigsate,

The tenaency hes been to see in Frere Jan the
accredaitec representative of monastic wesys in Rabeleis'

(23 .
book,and consequently to concentrate on his "matiere
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de brévieire” and teles of life in the cloister

by wesy of exemplifying the influences of Rabelais'
own "annéés de meinage", Such an.attitua. can easily
lead to & complete wisunderstanaing of the facts.,

In the first place,frére Jan is a penedictine,ana
the stories he tells usually concern his own oraer,
Rabelsis,it is true,hau spent some yeers in the
habit of St.Beneaict,zuu on his tours of inspection
with Geoffroi u'Sstissec haou gooda opportunities for
collscting materisl sbeout life in the monesteries

of his dey.In fect,the sort of anecdote(e.g."la
caballe monastiyue®)which has so often been linked
with Rabeleis' nersonsl experience belongs to the
common fund of monastic stories current in the Middle
Ages and 16C.,To teke an extreme example,it has never
been suggested that Chaucer's stuuies of monks,friars
end nuns owes.anything to versonal experience within
the walls,.huch of this monestic m. teriel is there-
fore irrelevant to the present purpose,Rabelais'
tales of Cordeliers fall into the same category,
Maerguerite ue Nevarre is & contemporary witness to
their wide diffusion.Again,the references te Divine
Office,to Mass,to Scripture are more often than not
ne echo of "snnées ae moinage",but comuonnlaces of
an sge when the Church was at least as familiar as
the cinema to-day,.The meny notes on Rabelais' par-
odies of EScholastic terms and methous do,on the
other hand,affeét the issue,but approach it in =«
negetive wey which the facts do not justify,If the
usual thesis is sccepteu,that,by the time he came.
to write,Rabelais' attitude to Scholasticism wes

completely hostile,any survivals of its teaching
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wust be considered involuntary ang thus perticularly
significant.At the saume time,in non-controversial
matters(Natural'Science,for instance)there was no
clear alternative to Scholesticism,and ettempts to
treat any survivels of his early instruction in
these fields &s mere paroay «re misplaced,

Gonvinced that Gilson hau pointed the wsy to
a profiteble field of research,we found zlmost at
once that a mejor obstacle,so often denouriced by
him,ley across the vath.rhis is the deep-rooted
feéling—--it is by now wore instinctive then rational
-—-that the iues 'Scholastic' demznds an sntithesis,
like 'sncient snd moaerwn',that 'Scholastic' anc
'meaisevel' sre vague synonyms in the history of
thought,that owne cen drew lines more or less neatly
to mark the bounusries betwesen what is Scholastic
and whet is not.i1t is no nart of the zresent intention
to unuertcke a‘general or even narticl revaluation
of the Renaissance in Frauce,thcugh it is impossible
to aveia steting erguments which wust eventually
lesu ig conclusions sbout it,rthe historicel fact
remcins thet nabelzis lived and worked in the first
he1lf of the 16C,aund no zwount of lebel-shifting
would Jjustify incluuing him in & course of mediseval
stuuies.On the other hesha,there is everything to
be said for incluaing & course of meuizeval studies
in any spprosch to Rsbelsis,No myth has cied herder
than thet which mekes out that the i#idule Ages
combined total ignorance of Classicel suthors with
inaifference tc any iaezs deting back to a pre-Chri-
tian era,Recent studies3have traceu arn impressive |

continuity of Platonism in the West,depenuing not
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on carbled versiouns at second or thira hend,but on
~originsl texts.From Arab and Greek sources slike
had been brought inte Letin rot only Aristotle but
much else besiaes of ancient lesrning.The greest
revivel of legel studies in the IIC hed led to the
formulstion of Canon Law,which rulea in Faris,but
no less to the schools of Civil Law &t Bologna and
later at Orleanus.As for the popular conception thet
Columbus openea up new horizens in men's minds &as
well as on the map,M.Atkinson*has shown how false
it is for our period,and for enyone who doubts
mediazeval kunowledge or curiosity :bout foreign parts
there is a fascinating fiela of study in the Mande-
villes and the Haytons,in the missionery and diple-
matic reports which sbounc from the I3C onwards.

On the score of knowleage &rnc range of interests,
the streight zntithesis between Miuule Ages and
Renaisszrice hes little or rno meaning,snd with few
exceptions,one cennct be certsin that s given ides
- appeering in the I6C hes not passed through some
medigeval intermediary.When it cémes to texts the
position is reghher aifferent,anc the ezrly histdry
of printing ensbles most Classical guotations te be
traced with rezsonable certeainty.Some suthors,like
Plutarch end Lucian,had for one reeson or another
not been generslly femiliar to the iiiddle Ages,ana
one of the first results of the Classical Reneissance
was the proliferation of compenaia and snthologies
of adsges,sentences,anecdotes and so on from such
authors,with which a respecteble fagade of Clessical
eruaition coulu be applied to the most unassuming

work,.Another popular formulsa,thst the Renaissance

£
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marked the "lsicisstken of culture",whatever its
ultimate validity,does conceal & truth of sone
impertance;among learnea men the relationship
between the Church and learning,or religion &nd
philosephy,aid undergo a certain change at this time,
It Goes not mean,however,thet sacred and profane

can be separsted in & studay such as this,

Rejecting any & priori theories &s to whet might
be Sdolastic or rnoet in Rabelsis' thought,it has
seemed best to desl in principle with all its aspects,
on the zssumption thet Scholastic influerice may be
found anywhere,By Scholastic,ve mesan tne official
teeching of the Church es represented by the chief
doctors from---say---the I3C on,regarcless of their
order or(as in such ceses &s Ockham) their personal
stending,end more svecificslly the teaching within
the OFK 1n Rebelsis' time,The whole resnge of subjects,
whether coctrinsl or not,is considerea to fall within
the Scholsstic system.,The wora has not been used
as a virtual elternative to A}istotelian or Thomist,
and while neo-Platonists from Dibnysius on ere usually
called by thet neme,tiose of their aoctrines which
have beern assimiletea into some ofiicisl system
have been accountea Scholastic.Having just denounced
readymaue antitheses,it would be uuseeumly to propose
eny more,but it uway be said that in general such
words &s 'Classical’','pagan','Protestant' have been
contrasted with 'Scholastic' in this study,though
in ne absolute sense,

There has inevitably been & tendency to exaggerate
the picture,to assume the meximum awmount of Schol-

astic influence and to minimise others,.This uay,
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“however,help to demonstrate the dangers of cencen-
- treting on nen-Schelastic %gi%gigﬁgfoften with rem-
arkable‘subtlety,ﬁhen a simpler solutien lies clese

- &t hand,As a guide,we have tried to imagine how
Rebelasis' work would have struck a reader of---say
---the time of Jean due lieung.On thet basis the work
~woula be expected to reflect seme snachronisus beth
of knoewledge and opinions,but if our initial hype-
‘thests is correct,it should ask the same questieﬁs
-as the IBC,withéut necessarily giving the saiie answers,
If such an imaginary wedisevsl criterien is object-
ionable,it may st least be defended as & change

frem the moaeru yardstick,which has net infrequently-
been applied with unsetisfectory results,

Such an appreech poses a question of definitien
which is,as slreaay mentioneu,beyond thre sccpe of
,thls work:what was the aifferernce between Scholastlc
end neun-Schoiastic in the first half of the I6C? -
'Howimuch of Scholasticisw rewains in Erasmus and..
'”LgthgrEOr,t@ come nearer Rabelzis in time and place,
°infpgle}:®r des Periers,Sceve er even liarguerite?
The answer t@,su¢h pr@b1ems demands a wajer werk,

a continuation of Rensuaet's 'Préréforme et Humenisme',
a »reluae to the '%1izabethan Werla—Picture; of
‘Tillyard,Here no juagement is attemptec as te hew

far Rabelais is typical of his age,hew far cencl-
usions about him are valid fer others,The impeossi-
bility of generslising with ceufiuence abeut the
16C is well illustrated by the three.men whe,in the
same year,l1525,were alttending lectures in the Univ-
ersity of Paris in varieus cepacities,each of them

typical of the century in the sense that he belengs



to it more ebvieusly than te any ather ,Between Calvin,
Loyole and Rebelais there is perhaps & common facter
te be found,but its formuletion would t ke much
ingenuity.If Rebelais hed been less extraordinary

it might be easier to pin & lsbel on him,but the -
anelysis which follows sims at consicering him es

he is,not as it would suit literary histeorians te
classify him, ,

In undertaking this task there are two questions
te be answered,one dependent on the other:what was
the true nature of Resbelais' theught,and how far
does it betray Scholastic influernces?The first guestion
is by far the more aifficult,lhe form oi the work
itself offers every obstavle to & finel interpret-
ation,the satire and allegory,the dialogue form,the
veriatiens between the books,the guantity of borrowed
meterial,all make it more wifficult te seize the
real theught behina whet wss,in any case,oftern meant
te be ne more than = work of imagination and running
Qommehtary on questiens of the moment, '
,f*Thé'problem really resclves itself into a pro-
gressive enquiry,;first te discover from the allusious.
as well as explicit statements in the text the extent
of Rabelzis' knowledge,then to fina out how much of
it he a@eploys,and in what %ay,and finally what opin-
iens he offers on it,It folleows frem tnis that his
views en contemporary events and zbuses &s such
de net concern us here,except for the besring they
mey have on genersl theories snG principles,It is
therefere particularly herd te>combine-what one might
call progremme texts,deliberately siming at a spec- .

ific X¥ subject of topical interest,with the half-



7

hidden texts in which ideas are unconsciously
revealedipiscdes such as Théleme,the Pan story,Hond-
ibilis' advice,Gargantua's letter,are of primary
1mportance for dlsceverlng Rabelais' intentions,
because in such passages he is catching the reader's
eye with opinions uesigneu to impress,The extraord-
inery fsine of the Théleme episode,the o.ly part
of Rebelsais' work directly kuown by & vast number
of otherwise well-educated people,is & cautionary
example of what aistertion can reult frem mere er
less fertuitous circumstences;in this case the absence
of obscene language,which mekes the text suitable
for any class of reader,snd en easily remwembered
formuls, "Fay ce que vouldras",whose meaming is se
deCeptively obvieus,Failing reliable centemperary
testimony as to Rebelsis' beliefs,one can ouly try
to mezsure the impact on the 16€ reader of the beok
and sssumé it to cerrespona with Rabelsis' intentiens,
and presumably beliefs.In non-contreversial matters,
where it is Jjust a questl@n of knowledge the diff-
1cu1ty d@es not arise, ”f ‘ ’ ‘
Several methods of conducting this enquiry suggest
themselves,aend as usuasl the choice between them is
not the least of the problems to be solved,One ceuld
follew Gilson's example in picking eut texts through-
out the work which seem to have some reference te
Scholasticism,and write appropriate notes on them,
giving possible seurcés“and interpretations.A summary
of the'results would then put in perspective Rabeleis'
positive debt to Scholasticism. Apart frou requiring
& detailed knowledge of Scholasticism beyond the
reach of all but the most expert thls method has -
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the disaavantage of offering no general picture -
of Rebelais' thought,which irncludes elements"quité!
aistinct from Schelasticism. ’ ’
i’rAn¢ther_methed,the most usual,is te chooese con-
 venti@na1 chapter headings under which the wmere B
ebviéus texts can be deslt with criticelly,with
suitable comparisons from contemperary events er -
writers,Classical or Scholestic autherities,This
unaoubtedly produces the most aesthetically satis-
fying result,and is probably the best method for a
gehéral study of Rebelais.The disadventages are
thet such & method camnnot go inte great detail(the
previeus ehe can) since the easy flow of comuent
which is its chief attraction suffers when indiv-
iduel words and phrases have to be given the same
weight &s whole episoues,and also thet it is bound
to include much which does net concern our enguiry.
A thira wethou,with features of the other twe,
ié that which we hsve chosen,despite some serieus
drawbacks.ln an attewpt to get behind the satire
énd»allagery te the mental habits benesth,we have
éhcsen‘cenventiqnal;chapter,headings,Under'which5"
all relevent texts,long or short,have been grouped
aund then sre—4hew anslysed as ebjectively as possible,
There are grest dissdvantsges te this method;te be
perfect it should be exhaustive,which weuld make
this study fer. teo leng and much more tecieus;as
it aepends on the unpreaictable material available,
ths eritries under different headings are inevitably
unéven,in guantity and quality,ana by taljing brief
texts on their own there is & danger of felsifying
Rabelais' wmeaning,There is,besiaes,an"aesthetically

unpleasing effect in all 'scissors and veste' methoas,
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enhanced when the victim is:g%th@r as entertaining
ahd pepular as Rebelais.Nevertheless,the end te which
these me&ns are proposed is a werthy and a necessary
ene ,and there is no equally sure way ef catching
Rabelais off guard,thus revealing his mental habits.
One unexpected and enceuraging illustration ef this
is in the large number of repetititiens of phrases
and examples which came to light as soon as the &
groupings began te take shape,This in itself is
valueble evidence for which ene would normally leock
fe‘arﬁhilclegical study.Another adventage for the
present enguiry is that negastive evidence is mere
easily revealed by such a methed.0dd gaps in knew- ..
ledge or comment are only betrayed by accident,but
are often as significant as pesitive evidence.The
temptatien to apply statistical metheds has at times
been teeo strong teo Xresist altegether,but as & gen-
eral rule such an spplicstion of scientific criteris
to & werk which seems in some ways the antithesis

of all scientific cempositien has not beern stressed.
One unaveidsble result of eur methoa is that the
seme text has often te do multiple duty,but -in the
nature of things this is likely to hsppen with such
a writer as Rebelais.

The Givisions of this work have been dictated
solely by cenvenience,but theugh as arbitrary as
most cen be justified & posteriori in that they -
reproduce the wein headings of Scholastic theught,
with wodifications iupesed by the nature ef Rebelais"
book,The first group of chapters deals with the ‘
hierarchy of the Universe,from God,threugh man te

the elements eof matter,cansidering the nature and
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functions of each as revesled in Rabelais' werk,
The next greup examines particular aspects of man's
lifé,religi@us,philosophicel social,end concludes
with a chapter on the actual cheracters of the work
‘aq examoles ef manklna These two groups together
attempt to answer the first questien;what was Rab-
elais' thought?The minor of our syllogism is provided
by twe chapters,one dealing summarily with the treat-
ment of CiaSCical authéfs in Rabelsais,the other
7g1v1ng &8s cmmprehenslva & picture as possible of
ﬁthe backgr@una with which Rebelais' years as a Fran-
'c1scan is asswined to have made him femiliar,The
conclusion sets the findings of the first part agalnst
those of the second,and offers 8 tentatlve estimate
ef their relatlonshlp.

During the first pert of this study & certain
;ﬁumber of Schelastic anc other references are made
es they occur,but the main intentien is to set forth
&s continuous and coherent a pictire of Rebelais'
;theught as the available material permits, Comument
ican obv1@usly not be avoided altcgether but se far
as it can be uene,we have tried te cenuuct an @bJec-
tive enquiry, of which the findings weuld still have -
value,regaraless of the constructions placed upen
them here.With the sele exception of the Pan story,
unique in some respects,no séafchvf@r'exact seurces
has:been at£empteu.We bélieve,inaeed,that any effeorts
in that airection are misplaced,since e vast bedy.
of Scholastic th@ught and writing wes a coummen quarry
for 1nnumerable cemnientaters and even erlglnal thin-
kers, whem one cannot hope te identify with certalnty.

What we have censtantly haa to bear in mlna is that
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Rabelais' text is teé vague and general in the mej-
ority of ceses teo Jjustify any detailed excursus
inte Scholastic origins,All criticism of this kind
runs the risk of shewing the traditienal outceme

to m@untaihous labour,and rniene more than where Reb-
elais is concerned,Fer this resson,though Rabelais
may - have had only passing acquaintance with the text
of St.Th@mas,we have not hesitated to quote frem
it,more accessible than that of Scotus,fer general
epiniens te which most Scholastics of all shades
would have subscribed,

Because they zre not usuelly helpful to this e
enquiry ,the msny allegories snd satirical chapters
whose meaning is still in aispute have net been
censidered in any detail;For the same reasen,every
effert hes been made te avoid polemic for its own
sake,There are inevitably many points en which we
dissgree with ether éritics,but unless they directly
teuch the preblems under review by prepesingan
accepted epinion centrary te our own,they have gen-
erally net been mentiened,It is fortunate from this
point of view that the field of the present ﬁerk'
hes net been over-cultivated by others,

There 1is one important and deliberste emission
from this study;nething heas been said ef Rabelais'
medical trasining and knowleage.The subject has been
aealt with several times by expertsféna it is net
likely that any novel centribution could be made
by & layman.Although Rabelsis' wedical studies must
have brought him into centact with many Schelastic
theories,especially on scientific subjects,they came

a good meny years after his initial Scheleastic
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training and cannot therefore be regarued as a
primary source ef knewleage There is ne doubt that
such tneerles &s had been adepted by the medlcal
sutherities of the aay(e.g. the mlcrecosm)wen thersby
& pr1v1legea p@s1tlon in Rabelals' eyes,acqulrlng
a new reupectability independent of their Schelastic
erlgln For this reason it has seemed pointless to
include Babelals’ views on phy51ology,anatomy &co
which accora perfectly well with Scholastic teaching
but wh@se appearance in his werk 1s almost certalnly
aue ta a later peried in his life, The limits ef what
Rabelais' thought owea to medicine can be cefined
clearly eneugh ana the emls°1en sheuld net affect
our main cemclusions. _
Ideally each eaitien ef the respectlve books
sheould have been stuaied sepsrstely,ana the changes
carefully neted,while this has been dene in the
mere, v1tal cases, it has not been aaoptea &5 8 genaral
prlnClple simply fer reasons of length The latest
;ealtlen ef each beok has been follewed,and the %L
ef 1548 alse taken 1nte acceunt Fer cenvenlence
page references are glven te the ene valume edltlen
of Rebelais' works in the Pleiade series, whose text
has been reproauced as falthfu11J as possible,.It
gees witheut saying that the great Lefranc euitien
has been censulted for the first three beoks and
that ef liarichal for the QL,but ne attempt has been
maae at textual emendatien. The CL has been cen51aered
1n a separate chapter,as 1ts authentlcxty is stlll
se centrever51a1 and ‘no cenclu31ons have been drawn

which rely ene way er the ether on 1ts status.
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CHAPIER_ONE
GOD o _

Supreme in the hierarchy of Rabelais' universe
is Ged,snd it is logically with Ged that any exam-
ination ¥ef Rebelais' werld-picture must begin,Igne-
ring fer the present any specifigally dectrinal
" questiens,we fina a surprisingly detziled conceptien
of Ged in the work,There is herdly a psge where the
name of God is net,in s Mesaic sense,taken in vain,
and with this we are eobvieusly nhot cencerned,There
are besides innumerable references teo Geu in verieus
contexts,illuminating in themselves,but mentiening
'Dieu' only witheut any psrticular sttribute,and
these too are of no immediate cencern,In this chap-
ter we shall deal @nly‘with'the’definitionsTof’Géd,

. of which there are twe given actually as definitiens,
and with his names,ef which more than & dezen eccur
in the feur books,semetimes alone and sometimes
combined with éne or mere others.iiere thsn a literary
habit is at stake in the cheice of God's names,The
I6C hau seen,if anything,sn increase in the interest
shewn:' from. the esrliest times in Dienysius' werk

on the Divine Names,translated'early in the céhtufy'
by Lefevre d'Btaples,

The first of these definitiens comes in the TL -
(XI11/393):"---ceste infinie et intellectuale sphase,
le centre de laquelle est en chascun lieu de 1'uni-
vers,la cércenference peinct(c'est Dieu scelen 1la
dectrine de Hermes Trismegistus) 5 laquelle rien -
ne sdvient,rien ne pesse,rien ne dechet,tous temps"
sent pree sens---7 The context is & leng expesitien :
by Pantagruel,always Rebelais' mest reliable wit-

ness,of divinstien by dreams,which he explains by .
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the participation eof the soul during sleep’"de sa
prime et divine origine",and the contemplatie@ of
the sphere Jjust described,Coming as it does in an
‘unususlly detailed and coherent chapter,the defin-
1tién carries even more weight than if it were ise-
lateda,.That it was feund striking is certaim;the
aﬁthe; of the CL,Rsbelais or another,repeats it X
almost identically(but witheut the attributien te
Hermes ;in the final chapter,and M.Lefranc Luotes
other I6C instamces of the same ¥¥ definition,The
queéti@n'of source can prebably never be solved

in this case,ana as usual Lefranc argues more
brilliantly then convincingly.The only certain facts
are that the aef1n1t¢en is not by Hermes,but is
first found in the pseude-Hermetlc and anonymeus

13C 'Liver XXIV Philosophorum',queted by Alaln de
‘Lllle and used thereafter by very many authers ,incl-
’udingfnotably*SS.Thomas end Bonaventura,and Cusa,
usually giving Heruwes &s tiae.r source,The mest econ~
ouircal hypothesis is that Rebelais saw the cempa-
:rlsen in Benaventura, %f net in other Schelastlc
‘authars as weil whlle stlll a member ef the aner
which derlvea its chief 501r1tual nourlshment frem:
the Serephic Loctor.On whet occasion,if any,this
guotation was recalled to Rebelais' mind is surely
irrelevant;its Schelastic saucestry is so large aﬁd
well—éstablished that attempts te explain Rabelais'
versien in the same way as thet of Marguerité ignoere
completely their respective backgreunds.Apart froﬁ
the faScinatimg,but gquite otiose,speculation as teo
its source,this defiustion of Rabelais' is extremely

interesting invitself.The neo-Platenic inspiratien
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herdly needs the pseude-sutherity ef Hermes feor
us to recegnise it.Ged's place eutside space and
time,his independence of matter,his emniscience,
all come eut frem this cemparisen ef the sphere,
The definitien is,ef ceourse,incemplete in that it
mekes no mention of Ged's active vowers,and fer
this very reasen it is especially intersting in
this beok ef actiomn,

The ether definitien is less cemplicated and
mere'ebviausly-Christian.Arriying at the isleand ef
Pepimanie,Pantagruel ana his cempenions are asked:
"L'evez-vous veu?",referring te "Celluy qui est”,
who 1is shewn subsequently to be the Pope,Orice mere
it is Pantagruel himself whe speaks:"Celluy qui est
-par,néstre theologicque doctrine estDieu.Xt en tel
met se declaira a ioses.Oncques certes ne le veismes,
et n'est visible a edlz corporels." No ingenieus
arguments or painsteking research are necessary te
prove the outstanding importence ef this definition
fer the Sbhelastics.Te—dayrperhaps ne mere than
& femiliar quetatien frem Excuus,for the I6C as fer
the whele liiddle Ages "Celluy qgui est” would.at ence
be recegnised as the mainspring of Scholastic phile-
sophy.A curious coinciuence,but one of & kind extre-
mely frequent in Rabelais,is that only a couple of
peges further cu Hemenaz,Bishop of Pepinanie,quotes
another text frem HExodus and immediately afterwards
the Delphic inscriptien "EI",subject of one of Plut-
erch’s dialegues,That Rabelais consciously or uncen-
sciously put these ontological texts so near is the
strenggst‘indicatien&if 8 deeply reetec training in
. Schelastic philesphy.Since the "EI" quotation is
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passcd without cémment from either side,it is net
'pbssibie to judge hew far Rebelasis wished te draw.
attention to one of his fundamenbal beiiefs,the
continuity and identity of pagasn and Christian(er
Jewish) ideas,but it is-legitimate to note the ce-
incidence for future reference, ,

These two definitions,one frem each ef the TL
and ¢L,have nething necessarily in common,but are
perfectly consistent with each other,It remaius to
see hew far the verious names and attributes acc--
erded te God throughout the werk fit in with thése
aefinitions?ﬁtatistica cen be used te uemenstrate
almest anything,and no finelity 1s claimed for these
which follew,but they de at leat show & remafkable
degree of consistency.Ged is called 'ben’' abeut
II times in the work, 'seigneur' or 'seuverain' the
. same number of times,both results to be expected,
but more surprising is the fact that 'servateur'
eccurs no less than I2 times,abeut half eof them
referring te Christ,as well as 'saulveur'(2)and
}co@serygteurf(2),An edd detail is that 'Gargantua'
is the énly_beak in which 'saulveur' is. te be feund
ana ‘'servateur' not,iMere then half the instances
of 'servateur' ere in the QL,Next in order of fre-
quency is 'createur'(er 'plasmateur'),found 8 times
evenly spread throeugh the work,and found alse in
the minor works of the e arly peried.Other names
are 'eternel'(B),'protecteur'(B),'juste'(B),'grand'_
(5),'tout puissant,emnipetent'(3),and such partiQ'
cular titles as 'dateur de teus;biens}(B),fle Dieu
Sebaoth','le tres hault Dieu des cieulx',This neot

incensiderable list is mildly surprising in itself
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in view of the general tone of Rabelais' work and
~the fact thett his age was hardly ene in which incur-
sions inte theolegy could be undertaken lightheart-
edly.

The most evident feature of this catalogus is that
attributes of essence are far outnuwbered by attri-
butes ef acyivity,lndeea,'ben,grand eternel',with
a single mentien of 'vivant',are about the only enes,
_and the first twe are often linked with an active -
- name,The centrast with the twe definitiens Jjust
S queted comes from the complementary,net the centra-
dictory,nature of the list, | .

Much the mest interesting title of all is 'serv-
ateur',for which Rabelais clearly had & marked pre-
dileetion,The werd is very rare in French(Cotgrave
does not even give it and he knew his Rabelsis well)
and-is an obviocus Letinism,In Letin,however,the word
is alse restricted in use,Mediseval and contemporary
' qurch Latin used either 'Sslvatoer' (whence the ususl
kFrenéhl}saulieur')@rr’conservater'(f@und Gallicised
.in Rebelais)Te find the werdused at all frequently
one must eitheér ge back te Classical latin or te
the works of those humanists whe tried te imitate
it.The linguistic zutherities equate the word with
the Greek ZGTnP ,but theologically this is not much
help;At least six times Rebelais uses the word of
Christ(and as we have seen aveids 'szulveur') ,A
very fine shade ef meaning is suggested by the one
instance of (QL.LXIV/743)'"le ben Dieu,nestre Createur,
Servatleur,Conservateur',and elsewhere the idea of~
preservation rather than of salvation seems té be

indicated.Rabelais' cheice of the word is doubtless
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prompted by his desire te use Classical instead ef
medisevsl ferms,and was very prebably enceuraged
by seme such humanist practise as that recemmended
by Budé (epparently fellowing Gregery"NazianzenJ:!9~
"Jesus sutem ipse Christus numquem sine praefatiene
Serveteris hominum & nebis appellandus.," Pélydore'
Vergil goes even further in a not wholly accurate
statement of etymel@g§?"Jesus,id est servater,et
Christus, hec est rex." Unfertunately the ideas which
this Clessical werd has to express are foreign te
its hlstory,and despite such statements as these
we are left with only a partial theery of Rabelais'
ettitude.On balance it looks as theugh eternsl sal-
vation was more in his mind than just preservatien
frem earthly ills,either of which meanings the wera
could bear, o

The freyuent incidence of 'seigneur,seuverain, -
roy'(sltogether equelling 'servateur')is not strange,
and the centext(eften poelitical)as well as the ferm
f@f Rabelals;\ggaelled en the remans de chevalerie,
 amcceurit for it.Mere intersting is 'createur';ef which
the theeleglcal and philesephicel significanee ‘¢annot
be o#erlooked.ln fect, 'createur' and 'servateur!'
toegether (s cowbihatien found three times in the
'wark)supply the active complement ofiyhe entolegical
definitiens.,It is particularly in 'Gargantus', the
mest unequivocally Evangelical of a1l the beoks,that
“the creative power of God is emphasised,and we find
such phrases as (VI/46)"a Dieu rien n'est impessible"”,
(XX/83)"Dieu seul peult faire choses infinies",(XL/I142)
ﬁDieu nous faict en telle ferme et telle fin---que
faict un poetier ses veisseaulx",with similar expre--
ssions in the miner werks of the peried.It is net
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suggested fer a mement that any dectrinal,or rather
sectarian,significance .s te be attached te this
emphasis,but siwply thét Rabelsis at a peried ef

seme religieus ferveur(which Calvin seems te cenfirm
in the famous passage from 'De Scandelis')was part-
icularly conscieus of the creative power of Ged, -
certainly a revelation he did nog ewe teo the Refermers,
| In all these nemes there are surprising stresses
gi.d surprising emissions,Gea as rether of all is

‘net mentiened,though there are twe references (GArg.
1VI1/186)"Dieu per son cher fils" and (Pant.,vIiI/225)
"Dieu le Pere";CGod as truth is never mentioned(this

is very edd;cf.chapter on Spirits),though his emni-
science is breught out by the definitien of the sphere,
Taken as & purely.factual record over se leng a R
peried(I532-1552)in se many centextsand usually
unpremeditated,these names shew a considerable degree
of semcensistency,and seem teo tally more clesely
with & censtant attitude of mind than with a randem
selectien.‘” ) -

: ;Theugh,the Trinity itself is newheiermentignqd—-
outside purely religi@us:writingé one. would hardly - - . _
expect it--Our Lerd is mentiened several times ahd’
the Holy Spirit at least once,The greatest number éf
references is in ‘Gergentua’',Three ceme tegether

lin the chapter which discusses white as a symbel‘ef
Joy (X/56):"la Transfiguratien de Nestre Seigneur" :
ana "la Resurrection ¥X du Saulveur et son Aécensicn".
Frére Jen in a sincere end by no means farcical
speech recalls Qur Lord's seizure by the Jews in the
garcen,Gargantua himself,in the last chapter (LVIII/
186),speaks of :"celluy qui tousjours tendra au
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but au blanc que Dieu,par sen cher fils,nous a prefix?
- In adaitien the first editiens of '@argantua' include
a mention not repeated in later ones(VI/44):"Dieu‘
(c'est Nestre Seulveur)dict en 1'Evangile Jean,I6,--"
where the phrasing is interesting as appl.ed to‘
Christ.In 'Pentagruel(the only reference is in the
femous letter of Gargantus te his son(VIII/225):
"l'heure du jugement final,quamd Jesus-Christ aura
rendu & Dieu le pere sen roysume---",and this has
‘been fully commented on by Gilsenfq@ the same peried
belengs the Almenach for 1535 where we resd(930):
"vous convient souhaiter(comme S,Pol disoit Fhilipp,
I:Cupie disselvi et esse cum Christe)yue vos asmes
seient hors mises cette chartre tenebreuse du cerps
terrien et jeinctes 3 Jesus le Christ," All these
references of the early period sre either quotations
or paraphreses from Scripture,snd reflect the same
phase of religious preeccupation which also preduced
- the texts on God's creative p@wér,The significance
-of these texts is not great,except in that they
~shew the mest nermal erthedexy,and gll we pan_sgy
frem them is that Rabelais gives every sign ef having
been & devout Christian st the time, Z
Very different is the tone of the TL and {L.By

then Scripturwl guotatiens tendsd te be tzken as a
shibbeleth of -the now establishedvRefofm,and St.
. Paul in particular was a dangerous authority.Friendly
references te the Referm(that at least eof Geneva)
-are quite absent,replaced by one er twe peinted V
attacks.,With the crystallisation of the religieus ,
situatien inte twe pewerful eppesing factians,Rabeléis'

earlier ferveur gives way to cautien,if not disill-
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usié@ent.All the more veluable are the rere indic-
atiens ef his theughts concerning Christ,In the

QL there is a cempletely anodyne reference ta’little
Zacchaeus,who wished te see(Prol,/547)"Nostre benoist
Servateur auteur de Hierusaléme",with & gibe at the
suppesed relics of Zaccheeus,alias S.Sylvain,pres-
erved at S,Ayl near Orleans,Apart frem this theré
seem to be only two refurences to Christ,one in

each beook.By one of those ceincidences which it is
almost exiematic to demand in Rabelais,the twe
references dezl with the same problem,but are so -
widely sevarsted thet the connexion must be assumed
to lie only in Rabelais' sub-conscious mind.In the
TL the yuestion arises of consulting oracles fer
advice in Panurge's marital problemsyihe erudate
Epistemen gives & list of some of the better known
oracles of antiquity and comments(XXIV/437):"uais
veusnsanez gue teus sont devenuz plus mutz que"'
poissens depuys la venue de celluy roy serveteur on
Qutlﬁentvprinsvfin tous eracles et toutes propheties.”
Tbéééﬁwiil?be mere te say in a later chapter about '

the oracles and their silence,but the point here =

is that this is the first time that we find Rebelais
linking Christianity and paganism;Christ,“celiuy

roy servateur",is a historical figure;het the hero"
of a particular religion's devotieral chronicles. -

At his ceming the pagan oracles and the Jewish pro<
phets alike lost their raison @'étre and were silent.
The idea that the Christian ere fulfilled and supp-
lented the pagen era,with’sll that was best in it,

is not eriginal,nor even & discovery ef the Renai-

suance.The earliest,znd in the 16C recently re-pep-
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ularised treatment of this theme is in Eusebius'
'Preeparatio Evangelica', whose ch01ce of texts 1s
guite parallel with Rab lais' own and from whom
he may have derived uore thun textual barr@w1ng.
The Thomist adaptatienjef Aristetle is alse'bﬁzit
primerily on such en essumption,This single Senténce
is mere significant'and sugegestive of & pers@nair
philesephy than 211 the previous texts Jjust ment—v
ioned,What confers on it gquite unique imﬁertance'
is its relationship to another text published some
six years later---the Pan chapter which marks in
many weys the highest point of'Rabelais'rthdught.
The Pan stoery will be exsmined in another chapter
o its many implicatiens,but in its direct bearing
ori Rebelais' ideas about Christ‘someihing nay be
said of it here.The titles used(XXVIII/640)are
"eelluy grand Servateur des flifles" , "nostre 4nlcque
_Servateur" "le grana Pasteur"cgnd the el@quent elab—
oration of the name Pan:"le nestre tout,tout ce
une sammes t@ut ce yue vivons,tout ce yue avons,
“tout ce que esperens est luy,en luy,de luy par luy,
There are two pelnts relevant te the present questlen.
First is the greatly expended but essehtlally similar
trestment of the theme Jjust seen in the TL of the
centlnulty betwsen pagan ‘and Chrlstlan egras whereby
2 pagan suthor(Plutarch) is quoted as previdaing
unwitting testimony of the histericity of the G@spéis.
The other lies in the unﬁSusally deveut apestrephe
to Qur Lord,The place of Christ in the ﬁniver$e>is
affirmed here in'phileswphical,net religiaus,£erms,'
and brings out the transitien effected in Rabelais'
thought between the first twe and second twe beoks.
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If the rellglous fervour is less evident in the
secona peries,such oassages as this show thet the
Qeepest intellectuel foundations new underlle Reb-
elals' faith, where it mey be suspected a mere part—
isan spirit had earller prevalled At all events,“ 
this chapter ef the QL blends all the elements to
be feuﬁé scattered elsewhere into a carefully ref-
lected attitude to Christ:The use of vagen authers,'
even of pagan religions in confirming the univefs—
allty of Chrlsy s power, the hlstarlcal cornicord bet-
| ween the Gospels end 1naependent pagan witnesses,
flnally the supreme nlace of Christ in the ex1stence
of those who profess his faith,

For the sake of cempleteness the single mentlen';
of the Holy Spirit should also be recerded., That there
is but orie reference is not very strange even in
rellgleus centexts the third person of the Trlnlty,
' by aeflnltlen the m@st abstract is seldow mentlened
It is not altegether unexnected thet this reference
sheulu come durlng e rellgleus dlscu381en in 'Garg—
antua'.Frere Jan 8 presence has pr@mptea & debate
on menks whem Gargantua aeclares quite useless 1n B
the world He denies that even if they daid pray as
they shoula their orayers would be of amny use: (XL/
141) Teus vreys chrlstlans—-—en tous lleux en teus
temps,prlent Dieu et l'Esperlt prle et 1nternelle
peur 1ceulx et Dieu les Drent en grace." ‘The attack
ori monastlclsm and 1ntercessory prayer is unmlst—
akably pertlsen but the seme cannot vetgtge Sala
of the role ass1gned te the Snlrlt whlch anpears
perfectly orthodox (and Paullne)

‘Several other aspects of Rabelaié‘ tﬁeéleg} de
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“not properiy beleng to this chspter,and will be

considered in ethers,What may be called the ways -
of God to men,his Providence and grace,with the

questien of will,as well as the ways of man te Ged,

in prayer and reverernce,are more conveniently treated

uriaer the separate headings 'Previdence' and 'Religien',
If general coriclusions can be darswn from these scat-
terea texts sbout Ged,first of all must come their

censistency.Bmphasis changes in & man's work, just

" @s it dees in his life,and the 20 years of Rabelais'

‘literary output saw changes of the mest fundamentsl

nature in the life of 211 civilised Zurope,let alone
ef his own.Neverthelesé,such centrasts as thepe>are

seem to spring from complemcntary,not contradictery

idees,The development of the work,te be seen in its

very style,is mest clearly towards s more intell-

ectual position in the later books,ana a centinued

‘use ofearlier expressions would thus be mere strange

than the modifications which do in fact exist.aAt

the same time,the previous markédd preoccupat.ion

- with simple Scriptural XEXXE idezs cannet reasonably

be assumed te have disappeardéd frem Rabelsis' mind
because or wren it disappeared from his werk,.Here,
as in alaiost every case to be studied,the pattern
is of a synthesis,rejecting nothing once uttered
and always striking roots deeper into the subseil
of philo{phy.ln the two definitions of God,in the
two parailel texts about Christ,the TL anda QL are

- exactly similar,and amplify in exectly the saue way

the more direct wnd Scriptural texts of the first

. two beoks and the contemporary minor works.There is

net ene instance in sny of the four books where
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one text concernihg Géd conilicts with anether,net
ene where haphazard cemposition betrays itself ,and
on these grounas alone it can. be claimed that Rab-
elais' thcught wes cemplete coherent ‘and cen81stent
thr@ugheut the years of his literary activity.Te
what extent this gheought can be proved cantinueus
,w1th his tralhlhg s a novice and priest, frlar and
monk 1s mere controversaial,but, 1n the absence @f
axy cehtrary ev1dence 1t mey at ledst be postulatea
that Rabelals v1ews on .the G@aheaa &8s seen in his

work are - based on his ch@lastlc trulnlng and rep-

resent rio important departure from it.
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- CHAPTER_TWO
THE_SPIRIT WORLD

Neture could never abhor & vacuum more than did
the philosphers of the ancient werld,The detailed
end complex hierarchy of beings which they set up
between God and man was no fruit of idle speculation,
but the expression of a fundamental law governing.
their mental operations.When the more precise doct-
rines of Christiesnity replaced the hospitable syn-
theses of paganism,this law continueda te operate
and in the main the only development is one of term-
inelegy.With the curious atmosphere of the Renaiss-
anice,the law still obtained and owly a fresh ceonf-
usion of terminolegy marked the new fashion fer things
antique,practised by these whese cleser heritage
- Wels more pérsistehtiy in their minds then thsir.
protests of uisavewal suggest.A prieri it can be
asserted that all Rebelais could learn in addition
to normal Scholastic teaching en spirits would be’
detail,either histericsal or verbal,and ne new prin-
‘eiples whatever. need#ge postulated.Te & Classicel
schelar ceming upen Schelasticisu,the preblem is =
quite aifferent,but the case must be rare and is -
not thet ef Rebelais.Ais far as the work,theugh most
probably“nét the personal philesophy,of Rabelais
isrcencefned;the first two books shew a cenception
of the spirit world ‘in line with pepular behiefs -
of the time and with erily infrequent hints ef a
systematiCLphilesophy underlying it.Net unnaturally,
the evil spirits play & mere preminent part than .
‘the good ;centemperary sveech tec queteu devils at
“least as often as Ged,

Typlcalj@f purely pepular,even farcical(in & -
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araemetic sense)notions are the references in the
last chapter ef'¥Pasntagruel',anneuncing the ferth-
coming attractiens (XXXIV/333): "cemuent Pantagruel
cembatit centre les diables et fist brusler ecing
chambres d'enfer---et gette *reserpine au feu,et
rompit quatfe dentz & Iucifer et une corne au cul,"
The mixture of Classical and Bivlical wythology was
ari 0ld meaiaeval popu ar traditicn.ln similarly
popular vein,though nearer realisuw thsau roumence,
is the scene in ‘'Gsrgantua' where Gyuneste is chall-
enged by the enemy captain(fXXV/I26):"Agieos he Theos,
Si tu es de Lieu,sy parle!Si tu es del'Aultre,sy
t'en val" and having thrown the enemy into confusien,
he mekes them flee crying:"c'est un lutin ou un
diable ainsi deguise.Ab hoste maligno libers nos,
Demine, "Panyrge uses the same formula of exorcism
with mere success(Pant, XIV/251):"Meis je fis le signe
e la creix,criant:lgyes athanates,ho Theos!ZEt nul
ne veneit,” These amateur attempts at exorcism neea
- net be taken as unauly exasggerated for literary
‘purpeses;the evil eye is still & petent enough fear
in many places te this day.The incidents sre enter-
taining illustratiens of contemporary superstition,
but ne wore than that or: the intellectual plane,
Still pepular,out now quite Serieus,are:the woras
of Grandgousier te the pilgrius returning frem their
jeurney te placate St.Sebastian,He attacks these
who attribute evil pewers(in this case plagues)te
particular saints,saying(Garg.XLV/153):"Elasphenent-
ilz en ceste fag,on les justes et sainctz de Dieu
qu!ilz les font seublables aux diables qui ne font

que mal entre les humsins,comme Homere escript que
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1z peste Tfut wise en l'eust Ges Gregeys »ar Apelle,
et comme les postes feignent un grand tas de Vejoves
et dieux mslfsisans?® Here something like & thought
cen be seen behind the woras;the appeal te pagan
authors fer ceufirmation of a ourely Christian ar-
gument is nat fortuitocus,snd,ss we kiow,will form
the basis fer much of the theerw ii the TL snd QL.

Several other referesnces te wevils belong te
pepulsr tracitien ana &Gl nethiug tg this study.i'
Of & mere eruuite natﬁge ere such stestements :s this
quotztien froi Eiciﬁ@{ﬁarg.Xfﬁ?}:”Plus aict que en
forse lecrnine ont esté uiables scuvent veuz,lesguelz
2 1& pressnce d'un cog blenc soubdsinement sont
disparuz.” inether,of Schelasstic #inmspiratien,is
shen Panurge asks (Pent.IVIII/274):"Y-et-il hemme
tznt sgevent que sont les Gisbles?"---Kon,vrayement
(Gist Pentagruel}sans grace civine especiale." 3)
This lsst i1s the mest interecting se far,pertly
oeczuse Pentagruel is nermslly the meuthpiece for
Rabelais® ewin views,and pertly because of the syst-
ematic thought it presuppeses.The minicters of evil,
&s spirits,ere higher in the plane of knewledge than
wen ,®¥no Cal,nowever,on occesion Graw on help from
God te evercoume them.

- Twe more references from 'Gargantua' are equslly
rremising.In the very first ch pter & theme is st. ted
which Rebelzis wes still embreiderirg itwenty years
later{I/30}:"les aizbles|ce sont les czlumnizteurs
et c&ff&rs},” This psrenthesis,prearntec originally
o philelegical grounds,uust heve eppeszled te hiam,
and mzy eventuslly have celourec his theought on the

subject of evil.ln this iustunce,the inclusion of
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neaffars" indicates the Jjeu de mets,and the centext
is not reslly diabelological.Deeply embedded in his
philosophy, though,is Rebelais' next mention ef the
idea .Ulrich Gallet concludes his Cicerenian harangue
to Picrochole by enumerating the pessible metives
for his aggression,of which the last is(XXXI/II6):
"si l'esperit celumniateur,tentant & mal te tirer,
eust par falleces especeset phantssmes ludificat-
oyres mis en ton éntendementque envers toy eussions
:fa§ct‘choses nen Gignes de nestre shciemne smitie--1
The mechanics of this deceptién haeve been fully
explained by Gilson:ghd there is ne need to dwell
further here on the very technical Scholastic dect-
rines represented,The idea which recurs is that of
the devil,"l'esperit calumnisteur”,deceiving,net
cempelling men ageinst his will,but falsifying the
evidence presented to the will by the understanding.
The information sbout sngels in the first twe
béoks is much mere sketchy,and ameunts te little
"mere than passing mentions.Pantagruel in his prayer
“before . battle calls en Ged(Pant,XXIX/3I3):"qui as
mille milliers de centaines de miliens de legiens
d'snges duguel le meindre peut eccire tous les hum-~
bains et tourner le ciel et la terre & sen plaisir,
comme Jjadys bien apparut en 1'srmée de Senaccherib,"
»With allowences for gigantic arithmetic,the words
are  substantially these of the Biblei?&ere is-anether
Biblical reference in 'garganyua}(X/57)when Raphsel's
appearance before Teobias is guoted te illustrate
a peint quite irrelevant here.This particular beck
seems to have appe%led to Rabelais,whé guetes the
.scme chapter again in the TL(XViI/407) and s little
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earlier;in'therﬁlmanach for 1533%,had queted ch, -
X11,Finally,fer the sake of a complete record,mention
may be made eof Grandgousicr's parting words to the
pilgrims(XL/154):"Veus aurez la garde de Dieu,des
anges et Ges sainctz avecques vous." As far as angels
are c@ncerﬁed,Rabelais in his first period shews
the most orthodex views,but is apparently not very
intensted in the intricate problems imvelveu,

With the TL a very much fuller picture begins
te take shape,From the first words ef the beok,with
the dedicatery peem "A l'esprit de la reyne de Nav-
arre”the unseen world pleys & proeminent part.Antique
and Christian demenology appear side by side,until
in the QL & whole gf@uP of chapters is given ever
te a synthesis at once incredibly cemplex and inf--
initely suggestive,

The hierarchy of evil spirits includes,net unnat-
urally,seme of theX popular elements from the earlier
beeks.The lively episede of Papefigue introduces

. usto the mediseval werld of demen-king and EEFEEXER

'iﬁpéf&ﬁﬁfentiee,with'certain topical accretiens. -
Lucifer gives permissien fer his Jjunior assistant
te visit the islend(QL,XLVI1/684),a little later we -
read of his varied diet,ef his "plein chapitee"
and ether person:l details,All this belengs to the
world of mediseval imagery,the picturesque details
in glass and stene,in MS illuminatien,as well as
te the pepular theatre,It weuld,hewever,be a mistake
to dismiss it outright like the similar references
et the end of 'Pentagruel'.Net se very long béf@re,
Luther's reputed enceunter with the devil in persen

had net been generally treated as pure fantasy,and.
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even when Lucifer was s figure ef fun,his existence -
was not called in deubt,

iiere philesephical is an explanatien of hew things
in themselves indifferent wre right er wrong,Panta-
gruel says(TL.VII/374):"---bien,si benue est,et par
le esprit munde reiglée l'sffection;mel,si hors
aequité par ldprit meling est 1l'affection depravee."
A few chapters further on he uses a2 similar idesa,
aisagreeing with Psnurge's interpretation of the’
Sibylle's woras(XIX/416):"L'esprit mal¢ng vous seduyt,
mais eceutez,"

The idea o§ deceptiOn(intellectﬁal and thence ,
morsl)is the most frequently found ef those. cennected
with the works ef darkness An 1aterest1ng text cenes
at the end of . P&ntagruel's extremely erudite das-

. ceourse en areams\TL.XIV/402):"sauvent l'ange de
Sathen se transfigure en snge devlumiére,ga—-x1'aqge
maling et seaucteurbau commencenent resjouist 1l'homme,
eﬁfin le 1disse perturbé,fesche et pernlex." Here
the 1aea of "seduction” is linked with the notien

’ @f a Sataulc hlerarchy,oract1s1ng aeceptlen by ass-
umlng the gulse of their angelic counterparts.is
sereiten in ﬁabelals,the ides lingered,and the saume.
Pauline text is quoted again,this time‘by Epistemen
in cennexion with the recoru of Briaeye(XLIV/507): .
“la fraulde du Calumnlateur infernsl lequel seuvent
se transflgure en messagier de lumiére" The aeceptien
1s,thls time attributed to the Devil nimself ,and

not just te eue of his emissaries,but the idea is

the same.Two verbal points may be neted frem the
cemparisen of tinese two texts:-"l'ange" becemes

"messagier” ,and "Sathan" "Calumniateur",The difference
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is purely a verbal one,but in the case of the secend
marks so strowig a personal predilection on the part
of Rabelais,that,as already suggested,it way event-
ually have coleured his thought,

e have slresdy seen in 'Gargsntuz' that the
jeu de mets on 'diable' was originally literary,
and the {L gives two more examples of ueliberate
emphasis laid en the philolegical aspect,In the
Ancien Frologue there is a leng develdpment which
ey expléin this emphasis(755):

"Si ~--sntendez les calumniateurs de ues escrpts,
-plus epteuwent les pourrez-vous unommer diables,

. i S e e

a.testeble est usvent vieu et des snges,ce vice
aict calumnie(c'est quana on impugne le bienfaict,
guana on mescict des choses bonnes)que par iceluy
nen par sutre,quoyque plusieurs sembleroient

plus enormes,sont les aisbles d'enfer nemuéz

et sppeléz,"

There follews much more sbout these perseonal enemies
ef Rabeleis whem he centinues te csll "diables",In
an age when philology snd religien were so clesely
linked,end equally dangerous fer deviationists,there
‘weuld be nothing strange in Rasbelais tasking the
‘calumnie-aiabole' equation Jjust as serieusly as
gppears from this text.is one might expect,s second
airect reference te the Greek origin of the wora
is te be found,in the dedicatery Epitre te Odet de
Chatillen of seme feur years later,sgein in cennexien

with his enemies(542):"1l'esprit calumniateur,c'est
A!&Bo)n, "
The Devil himself appeers once more in the TL,

during e discyssion on dice.Pantagruel says(XI/386):

"Le maulaict livre du Pessetemps des dez feut,leng

temps &,inventé par le Calumnisteur ennemy ,en Achaie

---faisoit jadis,de present en plusieurs lieux faict



meintes simples asmes errer et en ses lacz tomber,"
0f the knuckle-benes he adus:"Ce sentvhamessens par
lesquelz le Calumniateur tire les simples asmes
& perditien eternelle," A facetious reference a mom-
ent later by Panurge te the aspecryphal 'Liber de
patria diabeclerum' by Merlin Coecceaie brings eut the
difference between the seriecus and the cemic.,Panta-
gruel'¢ examples frem pagan ages of the Devil's
wiles are,ef course,perfectly consistent with Christ-
ian teaching,;Saten has been the ssme through the
ages,and no new devil came to take his place at the
time of the Christiasn revelatien, ,
A1l these texts cencern calumny or deceptien,er
- beth,and since they are not related in centext;ner
cencentrated in any ene part ef the werk may reasen-
ably be teken azs the expression of Rabelais' mature
thought on the subject of evil,The most striking
fact is the avbsence of any idea of sin ss such,and
the emphasis on the intellectual precess by which
wen are impelled te ue wreng.Falsificatien ef metives,
représeﬁfati@n ef~évil,inspiratien as geod;expleite.~
atien of simple seuls,are se many ways in which: the
Dewil dees his work,The recsponsibility fer erring
is threwn sqyuarely on the sheulders of men,whe by
vigilence can slways oeutwit the ferces of evil,.Any
suggestien th.t sin is predestined er eutside man's
centrel is campletelyrine@nsiStent—with what Rabelais
'saygmHeaseems te be quite clear,hewever,that,the:»;
pewers ef darkness are erganiseu and thet theose who
falilreceive aue punishment,theugh net necessarily
an- the popular Hell of 'Pantagruel'.,

A rather specialised additien te the hierarchy
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ef evil is Antichriét,Whose appearance'is @niy”flaix-'
- ing but not without intemst.As they leave Her Tripps,
Panurge rails at the(TL.XXV/444)"sorcier au daiable,
enchanteur de 1l'Antichrist™, A whole litany of TFrere
Jan's vinle attribute fellows,and then Ffrere Jan
himself says(XXV1/447):"L'Antichrist est desja ne,
ce m'a 1'on dict.,Vray est qu'il ne faict enceres
yue esgratigner sa nourisse et ses gouvernantes,
et ne monstre enceres les thesaures,car il est enceres
petit."It looks almest certainly as though Panurge's
eutburst haa leu Rabelais to ada the seconu reference,
which derives from the Lchelastlc tradition,The nanie
wes femiliar eriough as a term of abuse, %ut the mere
recondite dectrines cencernlng the coming of Anti-
christ were hardly cemmoen property.The scqguaintance
with occult writers demonstrate. by the chapter en
Her Trippa was ne doubt the occasien of Rabelais!
temperary iutemst in this odd apécalyptic figure,
but”he would riet have to ge eutside his own Orider
ef Mlners te find Reger Bacen ser;®sly speculating
as “to the directien of Antichrist's eventual cemlng:&
. 0f the lesser ministers of the evil ene ,there
are seversl mentiens on & per with these ef the
earlier books,popular or farcical.Te this categery
belengs the first part of Panurge's leng protest-
atien after Raminegrobis' dangerous words.All the
ela faveurites are there,Preserpine,lucifer,iemi-
ourgon anG much embreidery on well knewn diaboelical
thewes besides,One phrase is werth neting as an
example of }abelals' censtant habit ef repetltlen
(XXIII/A)O) "Je les oy (dlables)aessa soy pelaudans

et entrebattans en disbles a gqui humers 1l'asme
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reminsgrabidicque,et qui premier,de brec en boue,
le peftaahé messer Lucifer." IH the QL the Papefigue
episode,already guoted,effers seme mere Qiab@lo;ogy
of this kind,incluaing this phrase(XLVI/éB?)'"(Luc—
1fer)promlst double paye et nwtable 8ﬂp®1nctement

a guiconyue luy en apperteroit une (asme de cafiard)
de broc en bouc." No significence attaches te these
ﬁggiﬁi£igﬁg as regaras their centents,but the fact
that they so frequently eccur is the strengest afg—
ument in faveur ef a static reservoir ef ideas fromr
whlch Rebelais drew ever a periea of years.

_anurge 's uiscourse aoes not remain on this pop—
uler level,ena towsrds the end he shews himself
semething of & cenneisseur in diabelol@gy Te be
exact,he speaks ef the tlme when he studlea ~at
Telede,where (XXIII/433): "le Reverend Fere en diable
Picatris,recteur de la faculte aiabolologigue,nous
diseit que naturellemnt les uaiables cfaignent 1s
splendeur des espées aussi bien que la lueur au
soleil," Examples from the Classics,from recent
_hlstory,fr@m "les masseretz et caballlstes" f@llew
_in suppert ef this theary.ﬁanutge gees on:

"Car parlant en vreye alabelelegle de Telete,ge
cenfesse que les diables vrayement ne peuvent par &¥d
coups G'espée mweurir;meis je msintiens scelen

la dicts Qldb@lobgle qu'ilz peuvent pitir sel-

utien de centinuité,coume si tu ceuppeis de travers
avecques ton uragmard une flembe de feu ardent

ou une grosse et obscure fumée,Et crient comme
diables a ce sentement de solution ,laquelle leurs

est aelereuse en alable.
He next describes the clameur and d1n ef the;,
battlefield:

"Mais le grand effr@y et vacarme pr1n01pa1 prev1ent
du dueil et ulement des dlables,qul la guestans
pelle-mells les peouvres asmes des blessés,receivent
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ceups d'espee &a 1'1m0rev1ste et patlssent s0l-
‘ution en la centinuité de Jeurs substances aerees
et invisibles---,"

Another eche of this comes in the Papefigue stery,
which ends thus(6€89):"Le diable,veoyant 1'enorme
solution de continuité en teutes dimensions,s'escria’
'Mah@n,Demi@ﬁrgen,Megbre,Alectc,Preserpine,il ne
me tient pas&!"Apperently even when it is only enti-
cip&téd,n@thing is more frightening to devils than
"solution de centinuité",At sll events,the verbal
similarities between the two unrelated episedes are
sufficiently close te suggest that Rabelais' Toledan
authority was still in his mind half a dozen years
later, '

Which particulsr autherity he had befere him
for this chapter is not very impertsut;the dectrines
were by no means confined teo students pf the occult.,
Inst,Themas Rebelais would have feunégi"Daemenes,
secundﬁm Apuleium,sunt cerperé aeresa ,animo passive,
mente ratienalis,tempere aeterna." The essential
details ef Teledan disbelelegy are all there;"subst-
énct#«aeréis et invisibles",immune frem death‘byvt
the swerd because "tempere aterna",and liable te
pein and "selutien de centinuité" because "anime
passive", If an suther so relatively indifferent
te the niceties of uisbelelogy as St.Themas guetes
these basic details,there is no need te leok beyond
standard Schelastic daéctrine fer the originsl theught
‘in Rebelais' chapters,theugh the mere recondite
detsails ne doubt came frem later reading.Anyene
trainea in Schelastic ways weuld find ne new ideas
'in Rabelais' eXositien,and even if it is deliberately
adapted fer cemic effect,the arguments and facts




contained in if‘wbuia‘hé%e’WOn‘généréihaCéeﬁiahcéi
’The'questién of Rabelsis' persensl beliefs on this,
as oen so many other subjects,must remein interesting
but insoluble, ,

Far more invelved than the nature ef evil Spifits
is that of the geeu ones,znd the change between
the very cursery notices of the Iirst two books
and the others with their techniceally bewildering
richness is at ence ebvious.Only in the case of angels
can céntinuity be dimly seen running threugh the
work,Twe mentions of angels have elreazuy been neted
in cennexion with Satan---where thé deceptien of
the Devil clething himself in the srmeur ef light
is expesed,The first eof these centrasts the respec-
tive effects ef the good and evil spirits(TL.XIV/
402):"1'ange bening et conselateur,spparcissent a
1'homme ,l'espevante su cemmencement,le coensele en
la fin,le rend content et satisfsict."The s:-cond

(TL.XLIV/507)gives "messagier de lumitre" instead

"&fo"aﬁge“'and thus peints eut ence more Rebelais'

-~ fendn ss fer changing between Greek,Latin end French
synenyms A thirg angellc reference cemes frem Ponta-
gruel,who comments upen an sznecdote of Alexander
‘the Great refusing te hear an undistinguished adv-
iser(TL.XV1/407):"Et veut-étre que eelluy hemme
esteit ange;c‘eSt & dire messagier de Diewm enVeyé,

 cemme feut Raphael & Thobie," The philelegical par-
enthesis is typical,and the cheice of an example
isAalso'interesting;The enly other specific instance
‘of angelic apperition te be feund in the work has
already been mentiened(in 'Gargantua')snd is exactly
- the same as this,It is true that the beok of Tebit
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was net dectrinally dangereus,snd being ef an att-
ractive literary and dramatic quality was moere appr-
eciated in the Midule Ages and I16C than ether mere
edifying beoks ef the Bible,but it is at least werthy
of nete:that Gabriel,the angel ef j$he Annunciatioen,
ana Mich&el,captain ef the heavenly host,were cert-
ainly as well knewn as Raphael,and are yet net chesen
for either eof Rebelais' examples,

These three texts are sll perfectly straightfer-
- ward,and 2ll drawn from Scripture.Of a very ciff-
erent character are those which fellew,Frem the
TL enwards -Rebelais seems te delight in syntheses
between ancient and medern,Classical end Christian,
at- first sight quite haphazard,but on cleser inspe-
‘ectien revealing a definite intentien,It is idle
te leek for clearcut,logical mwethed in Rabelais,

~but it is net tee much te give him credit for bread

- . censistency when this can reasonably be preved,

Intreduced with the angels of darkness and light
-.te £1ill the gap between Ged and man,ceme the figures
;pfalaier,Classigal demenelegy,the daemenes,heroes, |
genii,It is uniikely that Rabelais went further '
than Plutarch fer his infermatien,and thst imprecise
auther's cemplexity dees not help te preduce those
qualities of clarity without which demonelogy bec-
emesqmore fenciful inventien thaen real philosephy.
Typical eof Rabeleis' mere mature attitude is the
first text on the subject,frem the first chapter
ef the TL(354):"De faict Hesiede en sa Hierarchie
celleque les bons daemons(appelez-les,si veulez,
anges ou- genies)cemme moyens et meaiateurs des aieux

-et homes,superieurs des homes,inferieurs des dieux.
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&t pour ce gue par leufé meins nous sdviennent les.
richesses et biens au ciel et sont centinﬁéllement
envers nous bienfaisans,tousjeurs du mael neus prae--
serven$,les dict estre en effice de roys,cemme bien
tous jours faire, jamais mal,estant acfe unicquement
royal," ’
The qﬁet&tien i s in fact from Plutarch,whe rather
frequently invokes the autherity of Hesioed.liest
inter%ting feor the light it throws on Rabelais'
th@ught is the parenthesis "appelez-les---",Neither
Hesie#nor Plutsrch would,of amrse,have used the
Christian(and lebrew) netion of angelsv£@~explain
their text,anc the werd "genies" supplies & Rowan -
equivalent which adds nething te the eriginal but
brings out the purpese of Rabelsis' cemment.For
him the Christian truth is abé@lute,under ne cir-
cuwstances te be questioned or modified,but th.t is
ne reason for rejecting pagan idess which appear
fundamentally theisame,and need only apprepriate
phiielegical netes befere -they can be included in
' é*general:synthesiskef theught'extendiﬁg oen beth--
sides of the Incarnatien,The parehthesi$~maynhavéfi3
seemed te Rabelais necessary'as well as being a lit-
erary ewbellishment,because the Greek werd 'daemen'
had taken en & standard mesning from‘ﬁT days,per-
petuated in’Latin and still current in medern French
and English,A single example of this usage is a
remark by Gargantua in the TL,speaking of the parents
cencerned in clandestine marriages(XLVIII/5I9):"Ilz,
toutesfeis,tant sent de craincte du Daemonet super-
stitiesite espris---,"The epithet 'ben' applied te
a deemen would seem to all but the mest learned
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quite as peradexical as,for instance,'ben diable',
but fer Plutarch,and Plato befere him,the daemens
were spirits gooed er bad accerding te their nature,
Both 'ange' and 'genie' can be equally quealified
as evil,but otherwise are terms as gemeric as 'daemon!
The narticular definition of daemons as inkrmedisries
given here was basic for Plutarch,whe seemscﬁﬁ heve

he

last of the functiens('du mel nous praeservent')

been inspired by a text frem the 'Sympesium',

is similer te the Christian idea of guardian angels,
whe in effect obviate the necessity for direct diine
interventien in huwmen affairs,One recalls the werds
of the Tempter in the Wildernessc:“ to give his sangels
charge over thee---,"

The next text eof this kind introduces & new elemmnt,
the hardest of all to resolve satisfsctorily.It comes
in & very serious speech of Pantagruel cencerning
the gift of prephecy traditienally vouchsafed to
dying men(TL.XX1/424):"---sussi les sanges,les heroes,
1es bens daemens(sel@n la doctrine des plat@nlcques)
voyans les humeins or@chalns de mert comme de pert '
tres sceur et salutaire---les saluent ,les c@nselent
parlent avecgues eulx et ja cemmencent leurs cemu-
unicquer art de divinetiorn,"

We knew already that the effice of the "ernges
benings" is te console,and here they are shown rev-
ealing the secrets of future things teo men,The list
new adds "herees" to the previeus one,"les plate-
nicques" seems ence more to be Plutarch,er,ef course,
& modern Platonist cemmentator like Ficine,and "dngeé"
is therefore an addition by Rabelsis er ancther '
@edern hand,uade in the same sense &s that of the
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previous text,The idea ef dying men having the
pewef”t@ prophesy haa been acknewledged by ethers’
than the Platonists?eAnima vicina mertis cegneScit.
aligus futura ex revelstione vel ex impressions =
, causarﬁﬁ naturzlium,nen autem propria virtute,"
Granted the earlier identificatien of "anges" and
"bons daemens",the idea is normal enough,but the
exact place of herces is net easy to determine and
cen enly be surmisea after comparing ene or twe

other texts. - |

'The third eccasien on wgiéh angels appear in

unusual cempany is a crucial one for Rabelais' phil-
osophy.Pantagruel aud his companiens have been having
a leng and seriéus aiscussien on immertality and
kindred subjects,and the last werds Pantagruel‘speaks
before telling the great story of Fan and ending the
discussion ere these(QL.XXVII/639):"Je crey que
teutes aémes intellectives sont exemptes des‘ciZeadlx
de Atrepes Teutes sent 1mmerte11es anges,daemons,et
humalnes." C@mlng as it does between twe quatatlons
fr@m Plutarch this phrase looks mere like a personal
prefe531on of falth than mest in Rabelans and theugh
the ides wss naturally a commen one, the exact cheice
ef expressiensuggests for ence that Rabelais was
rélying on no external autherity as a screen for

hls own bellef For Schelastic philesophy, angels were,
11ke msn yendowed with an 'snima intellectiva' as
agalnsy the ‘animse sensitivae' er 'veget&tlvae'

of lower crestures. Slmllarly,aaemenes fer the Class-
ic&l authers(ana indeed demens for the Chrlstlans)shared
“the same rnature.The brevity of this partlcular text

makes 1t pr@blematlc whether "daemens" is here meant
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generically te cever beth good and bad alike,er y
whether fer ence Rabelais is using the woerd in its
mere usual Scholestic sense,The preceding chapters
give every indication that the first is the case,
snd that the phrase mesns in effect 'spiriﬁts;Chris—
tiaen eor pagan,and human beings,' Though Rabelais'
mind was anything but tidy,it must heve seemed illog-
ical teo him that at least the good spirits ef the
pre-Christian werld;heither denied nor even discussed
- by Schelastic thinkers,sheuld have any different
- gert of existence from the eternal angels of Chris-
tianity.From & purely philosophical point eof view,
Pletenic or Aristotelian spirits could be aefined
like sny other part of creatien and theelegical
cemplicatiens are seceondary te intellectuszl unity.

This latter peint is berne out by esnother text,
from a purely pagen cengext.Psnurge's famous praise
- of debt is te be teken no mere seriously than any-
thing else Panurge says,but it seems te bear witness
: te censidersble erudition en Rebelais' part.With
. the cessatien of débts,says Panurge (TL.I11/363):
"Juppiter---suspendera teutes les intelligences ,
Gieux,cieulx,daemons,genies,heroes,disbles,terre,
mer,tous elemens," Though the dGevils sre a.little
unexpected in this cempany,the angels are this time
absent,and zlso,rather eddly,men,Just what herees
are meant te‘be is still net clear,’

The wuscraeon chépters bring a selutien a little
nearer,but not without aading their ewn cemplicatiens,
When Pantagruel discusses with the Macreobe sbeut
the island te which they have come,he hears(4L.XXVI/
634):"En ceste ebscure forest que veyez---est 1'hab-




itatien des Dremeris ot Heroes lesquelz sont devénuz
vieulx,et creyons---que hier en seit mert quelqu'un,"
Pantagruel pursues the tepic,using the same simile '
of the cendle as Plutarch,fremwhem the whole episede
is teken,snd gives as his own view:"Teut le temps
gu'elles(les asmes nobles et insignes) habitent leurs
corps est leur demeure pacificque---sus 1theure de
leur discessien-—-," There follews an acceunt ef

the treubles neted abread at that time,Psntagruel's
words already help to clear up the cenfusien abeut
herees,and his precise choice of the werd 'dlsce551an'
in place eof the Macrobs's 'mort' and ‘trespas"ls

a variatien not selely due te literary censideratiens,
Still mere ‘helpful is the title ef the chepter,"le -
Maneir et ‘Discessien des Herees",If" the "Daemons"

are net mentioned in the title it is extremely pre-
bable that it is because Rabelais(theugh not his
seurce Flutarch)identified them here with 'heroes'
and used the two words tegether without intending

te describe twe different cdasses of beings,However
that mey be,it is quite certain thet dsemons as such
were net Rabelais' concerr in this,the mest censid- -
ersble greup of chapters in the whele werk,where he
sets forth what are unmistékably his ewn views en

the subject of herees.The titles ef ‘the feollewing
chapters demenstrate this &t ence; (XXVII)"Comment
Pan&&gruei raisenne sus ls discessien des asmes =
hereiques", (XXVIII)"Comment Pantegruel racente une
piteyable histeire teuchent le trespas des herees,"
Nething shews mere clearly than this the difference
between Rebelais' somewhat uncritical citatien of . -

Classical autherities and his definitive pefsénal




philesephy.In the case of the "bens Gsemens™ he” sup-
plied his ewn interpretatien("anges et genies") , here
in the case of heroes he gives two examples as well
as an explanation---Guillaume du bellay and Pan,

As a later chapter is devoted te the stery of
Pan znd the section preceding it,it is mere cenvenient
net te anticipate here,even at the risk of some in-
ceherence,lt can,however,be ssid that after sevefal
unsatisfactory instances of Rabelais' use of the word
'hereoes',these chapters shew that he finally had a
perfectly clear conception of what he meant.For pre-
sent purpeses,the essentizl peint is that Pantagruel
(and by implicatien Rabelais)ceonceived heroes &as-
having bedies plus souls ef unusuel excellence,which
at some given mement are sepsrated from the bedy,
and in the werds of Pantagruel (XXVII/627):"telles
venerables asmes laissereont leurs cerps et la terre,"
Their future destination is &lso known:"les cieulx
beneveles comme joyeulx de 12?%38%%%i@n dz ces beates
asmes," Net enly is this dectrine ne lenger vague,
it is net even strikingly unerthedex.Frem it emerges
a distinctien which the Macrebe's words de-net neé-
essarily belie---the. daemens,like angels and'genii;
are pure spirits,while the herees are at least temp-
erarily endowed with a body.At last‘the synthesis
begins teo take en seme recegnisable shape,theugh it
would be dishenest te pretend that the simplificatie
is ceomplete - : : , L

One last example frem this section ef the QL illu-
strates very well the difference between‘Rabeléis'
attitude te quoted autherity and his ewn belief,Quest-

iened by Feere Jan on the subject of immertality,




Pantagruel qu@tes(@r»rather,paraphrases)Plutaréhm?-
again,whe in his turn quetes Pindar,Hesied and the
Steics.One of the sentences begins(XXVII/639):"Quant
aux semi-dieux,Panes,Satyres,Sylvains,#gypanes,Folletz,
Nymphes,Herees et Daemons---" end ssys their age is
9720 years.Frere Jan very reasenably exclaims:"Ce n'est
peint natiére de breviaire,Je n'en crey sinen ce
que vous playra." Teo this Pantagruel answers with
his epinien alreasdy yueted:"Je croy que toutes asmes
intellectives~--sont immertelles---,"The list ef
demi-geds and se on,enlarged frem the original which
only speke of Naiads,is net taken serieusly ewen by
Frére Jan,and it would be a waste of time to seek
in it any perseral beliefs eof Rabelais.It is a pity
that ether remarks are net‘preVided,with an equally
reliabie touchstene. ,

If this dispeses mederastely well ef the hereces,
there remain the genii to be acceunted for,and they
present less difficulty.The equation of genii with

'~ angels and good daemens has slready been gueted,and

with that in mind it is pessible te nake further -
édentifications.The learned Epistemen gives the key
in a remark te Panurge about prephecy(TL.XXIV/437):
"Aulcuns Platenicques disent gque qui peut veeir son
Genius peut entendre ses destinées,Je ne comprens
pas blen leur dlsc1p11ne et ne suys d adv1s que M
adhee rez." Jamblichus and Servius apparently advance
this theery,but it is clearly enough in the traditien
of Plutarch, with his fameus acceunts of genii in the
'legs’,se exten81vely used in 16C 11terature.s»e
Genius is in this instance the persenal spirit er

daemen,net a general intermediary between God and man,
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‘The same ides cemes agsin in s special and cel-
ebrated connexion---the daemen of Socrates,Mentiened
by Plate,this daemen inspired Plutarch to write a
treatise with that title('De Genie').In Rabelais'
day it must have .been the best knewn ef all Classical
exsmples,as the prestige of Socrates,never wholly
dimmed during the siddle Ages,had resched new brill-
isnce at the time of the Renaissance,RalRlaistwice
refers to it,using the Greek fdaemon' instead ef the
Latin 'genius',but witheut deubt intending no dist-
inctien ef meaning betwesn the twe. |

The first text is a pessing réfefence in a cemic
context ,Nazdecabre,the deaf mute called in for cen-
sultatien on Panurge s preblem,has just sneezed,and
Pantsgruel says(TL. XX/441)'"Cestuy esternuement(selen
la aectrine de *erpsien)est le daemen socraticque---"
The autherity ef Terpsien is misleeding,as the whele
sentence,including his neame,is a literal'translation
frem the dislogue of Plgutarch just mentiened, It
wéuld;entail a break with his usual habits of -mind
‘had net ‘Rabelais subsequently recalled this 1nter-
estlng theory,ana in the QL we Ilna it agaln Thls
tiue the cempasnicns are debating whether to land en
the island of Ganebin,when Pantasgruel says(LVI/746):

"Je sens en men asmwe retractien urgente,cemme si
feust une veix de leing euye,laquelle me dict
que ne y deibverns descendre,Toutes et guantes’
- foys qu'en men esprit j'ay tel mouvement senty,
je me suis treuvé en heur,refussnt et laissant
la part aent il me ret1r01t ,au centraire en heur
pareil me suys trouve suyvant la part qu'il me
‘peulseit,et jamais ne m'en repenty, :
‘-C'est\alst Eplstemen)cemme le Daemen de Socrates,
tant celebre entre les Academiqgues,"

The mechanlcs of this inner veice attributed te
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‘Secrstes ana attestea by several w1tnessea 1s thus
explainea by Pantagruel, @ut it is perhaps 81gn1f1cant
that net he but Bpistemon mekes the compar.son, the
more so &s the TL shows Pantagruel perfectly well
aware of qocrates' reputea veice.Maybe Pantagruel _-'
toek hlS inner prempting to be divine dlrectly or
inairectly,but as the conversation stands ene can“
enly speculate, ' o
Se far the examples given of genii are dlrecter

virtually airect,berrewings from the Classics,and

but for a fertunate coincidecnce we sheuld have te

be satisiied with that,As ‘it is,in the 'Sciomachie',
a very officiel ana formal piece of writing wiich
barely goes beyond description of events,oene very
helpful phrase eecurs.fhe Sciemachie was part ef the
of ficial celebratiensheld in Reme by Cerdinal du
Bell:y en the eccasion of the birth of a sen te
Henri II in I550.Rabelais begins his account by
speaking of the exact and circumstantial rumour of
the birth,which spparently without asny restional ex-
iplénaiienqcirculated in-Rome on the very seaue day,
theugh it was seven days befere efficial news resached
the city frem France.Rabelais cemments(935):"Est un
peinct sus lequel les Platonicqgues ont fonde la part-
icipatien de divinite es dieux tutelaires,les ucis
nes theolegiens appellent anges gerdians." The 'dieux
tutelaires' include almest certeinly the genii and
Secratic deemon mentiened elsewhere,and the typical
,parenﬁbgsis,ef "nes theolegiens" supplies the f;ﬁai.
link in the chein.Frem the first text in the TL we
know that genii are the same as engels and,geedraae-
mens ,and frem this we now learn that they perfarm “
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the particuler functien of looking after ene fndiwéﬂi'v
idual or group,which orthedex theolegians attribute

te guardian angels,"Angeli custediant particulsres
howines,Arcangeli previnciss,Principatus totem naturam
humanam,Virﬁutes csrpera;PétestateS’supra aaemones, -
sed Deminationes supra benos spiritus hebent cust-
ediam," %Zmplex as Plutsrch's demenolegy may be ,
these words of Dienyéius(here guoted from St,Themas,
but femiliar te all Schelastics)show that the theery
of guardian angels was still miore intricate, . '

The ideas of Rabélais aréradmittedly not clearcut
ner at first sight very systematic,but this invest-
igatien inte his dem@nelegy reveals ence mere the
basic cen51stency of all his thought and shows tee
his censtant preeccupatien in the later books: te
achieve seme viable synthesis between Classical and
Christien suthorities.In every case Rabelais some-
where gives an indication of his own vicws,either
by direct cemment(as in the equatien of "anges" end
?pgﬁs_gaemens")or by implicit comparisen(as in the
case eof du. Bellay &nd the herees) As it stanas Rab-
elais' 1nterpretatlen of the 5p1r1t world seems to :
be as fellews;first .coue th: angels,pure splrlts
and messengers of God en specific eccasions,and ner-
melly understood in a Christian context,ie'these
~correspend in the n@n-Chrsstian world. thé daem@ns,
distinguishable like angels as geed or ev1l ,but always
(with a single exceptl@n)taken by Rebelais te be good.
Strictly speaking,both angels and daemons are generic
terms for gll the inhabitants of the splrlt W@Tld
but generally Raoelals seems to treat angels at least

as ranking higher than the next in the hierarchy,




the genii,the Secratic,daemghg}er the "dieux tutel-
aires of the 'Sciemeachie',The distinction'betwgen
Latin 'gendus' end Greek 'aaemon' cerrespends te a
llultatl®n in functien of the genii,which is guite
 inexact phlleloglcally but which Rabela;s finds cen-
venient,These sp901a1‘funct;ons de not affect the
nature of genii,Socratic uaemons anu the rest,wﬁe
are equally pure spirits.It does,though,allew the
pagan conception of a perseonal spirit to be cerrelated
with the Christiah idee of guardian angels,without
bringing in the un asy guestioen of a1v1ne\1n a Chrls-
tian sensejluter¢vent¢on which the associatiens of
the worda ‘'ange' wight suggest.

~ lext come the heroces, whe after éeme vague aﬁd _
general refemnces are flrmly enough defined as humen
souls of exceptional merit gkd as such encowed with
a bedy of flesh and blood.Rabelsis' csutious treat-
ﬁent,ef the lacrobe's speech{frem r'lutau."ch)cr;:m_pa.re.d
with the eleyuent account of uu bellay's aeath shows
'that in this case experience weighec more with hiw
_th&n Cla551cal euthority.It wauld be askiug tee much_
to leek fer explanatery texts en each of the many :
préeblems raised by Rabelals scattered philesephy
ana here we can only hazara & guess at a rappréchgf
ment which might have been made,In an eafiy text
Grandgeusier speaks.ef "les Jjustes et saihétz de
Dieu" as opposed te 7les_¢igblgsﬁ,énd it ceuld be
thet had Rabelais ever theught eut seriously his M
attltuae -te the Christian teaching en salnts he weula
have found it similar te his notiens ef heroes dn:
general and du Bellay in partlcular.,;:, '

Tmls phllesaphy may be cempared with that @f
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Hesied as gu@ted by Plutarch rimum Uees,mox lDaem-
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‘@nes nultes et bones,deinde Hereas'pestrem@ hemines---
The hierarchy is plainly the saiue &s Rabelals with
the primery change of menotheism fer pelythelsm The
ideas,however,which fellew in Plutarch's text diverge
widely frem Reavelais:"---ex heminibus in heroas prae-
stantiores animi,ex hereibus in Deasemones mutantur:
ex Daemenibus autemw snimi perquam paucg---divinitatem
consequantur,”" There is ne deubt that this theresugh-
going uetempsychesis was entirely unaccepteble te
Rabelais,with the sole exception of the first trans-
itioern,In quoting frox his many seurbes,Rabelais gives
the iupressien of effering the widest veriety ef
aectrines in a gquite undiscriminating way,but these
passages in which his persenel couments appear are
sufficiently riumereous to offset th;s impression,The
wethod ef assimilating as much Classical thought
a8 possible inte a mind well versed in Schelastie
ways preduces its own characteristic results.
An@ther cemparisen may help te assess the impe-
rtance of Rabelais' early training in its. appllcatlen
te Classical idezs en demenelegy.The fameus posem
by Reusard,'l'Hymne des baimens',gives & gcod‘idea
of hew the themes discussed in this chapter are pre-
sented bj an suthor who haa a thereugh Classical
greundirig but no mere theology than was cemmen te
all educated men of the time.},Cohen,whe has eulted
Renserd's werks,censiders: ‘ﬂ

"Teut l'hymne est de nouveau d'iuspirstien plus
‘ medlevale gu anthue y rappelle les imeginations
gu¥'ent peintes un Jérdue Besch et un Breughel
le vieux,Cependant influence de kichel Psellos
(XIe.s,) Sur la pulssance des démens,traduit en
latin par karsile Ticin,”
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A geed case could be made out for laying dewn as
axiewstic that all Renaissance literature is in one
sense "a'inspiration plus wédiévale gu'antique”,but
there are limits te everything and a brief descriptien
of Rensard's werk may clarify the perspective,

The peet begins with an sccount of creation:

"]1(1'Eternel)peupla de poissens les abysmes de

l'ende,
D'hemmes la terre,et l'air ae Desimons,et les cieux
D'Anges,a-celle fin qu'il n'y eust point de lieux
Vuides en 1'Uuivers---"

Next are Gescribed the sngels:"sans corps","francs
de passiens,non plus que luy(Dieu) ne meurent" and
"qul cognoissent les ans tant pesséz que futurs."

All this is eordinary umediseval teaching,snd in line
with what Rebeleis says., A -

The ﬁaimens féll@W'

— o - ——

fousaeurs remply ae vents ae foudres et d'oreges,
11 loges les Daimous au mllleu des nuages,"

The rest of the peem aeals in great detail with
the Daimens,their ncture(bodies of air er fire),their
'ﬁbili%y'ti assume endless variety of shapes,their
péwér'tﬁ"terrify men,Their intermediary status is

made cleer: '
"Ils sent participans de Dieu et des huwains:
De DLieu coume immortels,des homumes comue plelns
De teoutes passiens;”
‘Rensard aees not take the word in an exclu51vely

bad sense any mere than Rabelais:"Et sent bens eu
uauvais teut ainsi qu'iis s'affectent.," The good enes
act as messengers freuw God snd carry back eur prayers
‘te him (this is & theery of Plutarch);they show us
-in drea s:"De nes biens,de nos maux les signes veri-
tables.D'eux vient la prephetie . "There follew

seme Classical examples and then an impressive pic-




ture of the evil Daimens"activity.Numerous>examples
frem mythelegy,Classical,Celtic,Germanic and other,
show hew versatile the Daimens are in land and ses,
meountains and rivers,assuming infinitely varié& p&mes,
ahd guises,en occasion predicting the future,Against

them there is enly ene remedy:
Moo - ils craignent les couteaux,
Et tremblant vent fuyant s'ils veyent une espee,
~De peur de ne sentir leur liasisen ceupée,"

"Selutien de centinuité" is easily recegnised
in this less senereus phrase.A few lines en Rensard

remembers anether remedy:
"uwals sl guelcun les tence au nom da XI#HTres -
Puissant,
1ls vent hurlant,criant,tremblant et fremlssant
Bt forcéz sont cantralnts d'abanaenner la place.
These few extracts shew that mest ef Rensard's idess

are concerned with evil épirits,though he distingui-
shes more than ence between geod and bad Daimens within
th e varieus categeriés,amd that most eof Rebelais'
theeries sbeut zngels,devils,daemons and>genii come
inte the poem semewhere'ln effect ,the peem is a cem-
prehen31ve caetalogue of everythlng Rensard ceuld o
remember abeut Deimons ,arranged in falrly laglcal
sequence by effects,elements and so on but w1theut
the sllghtest attempt at synthg51s.The 1ntreauctory
lines en the prder of creatien afé:seon féfgétten

in the artlstlc cenfu519n of what fellews ,ana there
is ne- sign of one theory appeallng mere to Rensard
than" anether His persenal experlence( e.g. in flghtlng
off the Daimens w1th a swora)ls glven ne mere smp-
asis then the 1mprebable sterles fram N@rway wuanti-
tatively it 1s true that the ‘peem centazirns more thah
is centemperary or nen—Cla381cal than net,and a few

lines are mediseval in their sketchy philesephy,but
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if we adwit with ..Cehen that nensard is here more
mediseval than arntique,we must insist that mediaeval
is net & synenym fer Schelastic.

In Rensard we find exactly what we dé rnet find -
in Rabelais:sen uncriticel,if peetically excellent,
selection of theories and legends with ne philesaphy
te act as teuchstene,.,Hsd the examples chesen couse
frem antique seurces,insteasd ef frem different pep-
uiar mythelegies,the balance weuld have swung alwest
entirely in faveur of antique iuspiratien,except
fér the first snd last few definitely Christiasn lines,
The cenclusien frem all this is that a highly intell-
igent and cultured men like Ronsard,desling with
much the saue material ,centrary te all expectatiens
lecves a far less ceherent picture than Rabelais,
whe was censcieusly trying te express in terms eof
Geeply reoted training the'antique cgoctrines which
céme his way.Hensard lacks a 'fil cendaucteur',and
'if Ravelais eften seems to have lest his,he is always
searching te pick it up afresh,

- ‘Considering that the eriginsl Pantagruel wes &
Celtic ump,causing thirst in his victims,it is rem-
arkable how insignificant a place is eccupied in the
werk by the various sprites,geblins,fairies and the
rest ef pepular traditien in demenelegy.Rabelais'
attitude te the naive animism ef the peep & ,who
saw devils er spirits in every nafural feature or
phenomenen;affords a most striking centrast with
Rensard's peem,The reasons fer this centrast are
best left for a mere general discussien,but te thém.

<9

must beleng his Schelastiw training.
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-/ CHAPTER_THREEE - -~ . LAl nEemiahs
PAN
The greup ef chapters in the QL immediately fell-. -

cwing the end of the partisl editien has an except-
ional :interest fer the study of Rabelais' theught, -
As a bedy of text,this section is as substantial .-
as the Pantagruelien or Gaster chapters,which are
equally hemegeneus,or as the central censultatieis

in the TL;the chapters deal with questions ef furnda-
mental impertance,which the ethers de net;they rep-
resent the latest knewn state eof Rebelais' mina en .
these preblems,and even if the CL is claimed &s asuth-~
entic,it could be enly.a tittle later in cempesitien;
sbeve 2ll the sources fer these chapters are cemp-
aratively easy -te determine,er at least discuss,bec~-
ause the greater part is a clese imitatien ef Plutarch
end the cemments interspersed threughout can be mere
satisfacterily zccepted as Rebeleis' own then is -
usually the case.The main questiens at issue are &%
clesely related,and in discussing them it is iupes-
‘sible net to repeat seme of what has been said else-
where,Immertality,the meaning of;cemetsnand:simiiar ,
pertents the cennexien between this- werld and. “the:
next ,and flnally a perseoral 1nterpretatlon ef the
bas1c>truthverChrlstlanlty are the issues treated -
in thgse §§aptérs,and it need'hardlyfbefétiessed :
that'the latter alene demands the most,rigoreus,exaﬁé
inatiég if any cenvincing statement of Rebelsis'
religieus views is te.be made.The final chapter,on
Pan, cannet be properly understeod eut @f its context
and it 1s first necessary te trace the signs whlch |
lead to 1t

A llterary ana1y51s prev1aes sewe serious reasen
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fer thinking that these particul&r’problems;ithhg
GL had been in Rebelais' mind when he was writing -
the TL,and thst he sketched a tentative eapproach there
which besars S@me‘striking resemblance te the final
versie. ef the GL.Te what extent the TL anticipates
the QL,er the QL remembers the TL,it is impessible
te say,but & cemmoen pattern can bé established.In
ch . XXI ef the TL,in the series of censultations dis-
cussea by Pantagruel and tried byPanurge,the sugges-
tion is made that Panurge sheuld seek advice frem
& dying man,and better still,a dying peet,Pantagruel
quetes the legena of the swan's song,and then the XX
theory that poets,like swans under the special pre-
tection of Apoelle,are alse endewed in their lasy
heurs with ﬁhe,giftvef prephecy.leaving the realms
ol mythelegy,Pantagruel says:"i?ay dédventaige soeuvent -
ouy aire que teut hemme vieulx,decre.it et prés de
se . fin,facdilement divine des cas advenir.," The reasen
for this is no lenger fanciful but philesephical, -
Using the graphic simile ef the mariners at& sea
watched by these en shere Pantagfuelicentinues:
faussi les anges, les herees les bens aammons‘:],, _r’

( (selenla dectrine des. platenlcques)veyans des~
humains prochains de mert cemume de pert tres _sceur
et saluteire,port de repous et de tranquilité
hers les troubles et sellicituaes terriennes, 1es
saluent,les censelent,parlent avecgues eulx et ja
ccmmencent leurs cemmunlcguer art de divinatien,"

‘Seme crltlcs seem te thiik that "les platenlcques"
refers te the 'Phaede',but Pluterch in 'De Gen;o' ‘
(ch.XXIV)has & very similar péssage'and‘Rabélais mé}h
equally well have been thinking of this ,theugh the
whole chapter has reminiscences ef the 'Phaeam' Where-

ver Rabelais teoek his’text,the idea is common te all
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Platenists,and .as an- explanatlen>ef ‘oRe. ferm-of-p: ,
pi.ecy may be cempared with Rabeleis' quallerlat@nic—
theery of dreams,where airect participation in Ged's '
wisdem rather than»the mediatien of spirits is maae
the cause of irophecy.ln the previeus chapterSt.
Themas' text has been quoted{“Anima,vicina meortis - .
cognescit aliqua futura---",and it can be seen that
the fact and te seme expent the explanation stated

by Rabelis is not in this instance & uarked bresk
with Schelastic tradition.The spirits,angels and even
demens fer the Scholastics,daemones and heroes fer -
the pagans,snd all ef them for Rabelais,were genera-
1lly admittea te knew future contingents,and there-~
fere their cemmunicatien of this knowledge te these
souls s¢ shertly to beceme pure sp;rits pressented

ne serious aectrinal aifficulty,

- The fellewing paragraph is already a streng indi-
cation thet semething mere than abstract philosphi-
‘cal speculation is st stake,Pantagruel guotes seme
Biblicul and Classical examples of his thesis,ana then:

"seulement veus veulx ramenteveir le decte et.
preux cheveallier Guillaume du Belley---lequel
oni mont de Tarare mourut-—-l'an ‘1543---.Les treys
et quatre heures avent son deces il empleya en
~ parolles vigeureuses,en sens tranquil et serain,
‘nneus pree disant ce' que aepuyspgrt avoiis veu,part
~attendons cavenir---," : .

~-The .cenfident expectatien that the rest of Langey s
‘prephecy weuld be fulfilled was &ll the mere remar-
keble for the absence ef any sign er hint at the time
which»mightrhave‘led them te expewt the events pre-
dicted,We knew that L&ngeyrmaae-a deep impressien -

-on these with whom he came into centact,and centemp-

erary histerians like Sleidan 23 well as his -mere
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fecent biographer;M.Beurilly,agree'about his eutst-
anGaing qualities.Rabeleis,as Langey's physician,wss
intimetely concerned with his patren's last heurs,
and was with his fellew~dector Taphenen respensible
fre preparing the boay feor burial.This,as well as
the previsien masae for Rabelais in Lengey's will and
his centinued service in the fawily with Jean,the
Cardinsl du Bellay,explain the apperently gratuiteus
reference only in pert.A man's death is not tﬁe most
suitable subject for eulogy prempted Dby mo.ives of
self-intereéf,and the opening chapters ef the TL weuld
havé offered & far better occasion for this kina
of ingratiatien,Every piece of eviuence supportis
the belief that Rabelais was genuinely aifected by
~this inciaent,that he toek it very serieusly and
that he expected his readers te de the same.lt is
onie of the rare.m@ments in the weork when Rabelsis
allows his personal,as distinct frem polemical,
feelings teo ceme to light,and would be notable for
that reason if fer ne other.

The finsl ses:tien of this chapter is the death-
bed scene of Raminegrobis,the ola peet.lhis wgy have
seome f@unaati@n.in fact,but is written with an ‘ebvious
- bias,The scene begins with & direct reference to the
'Phaede' (the white cock promised to Aesculapius by
vecrates in his dying worasjand ends with a remini-
scence of twe ef Erasmus‘-Cellequia?%hevt@ne,is poin-
tedly Evengelical,but besides this partisan nete,
Heminagrebis' death is that ef a perfectly aeveut
Christian,whe happens to resent the intrusion of the
rival Mendicants, -

I'ne pattern of the whole chapter is thus trapge;




beginning~ﬁith thepenunciati@n'of afphiIQSQPhiéal,/ =
in fact Platenic,theory,goeing on with the first-hend
exsmple of uu Bellay snd linishing with the moedel
of & Christedn desth,The link between the sectiens
is the gift of prephecy vouchsafeda te uying men frem
the spirits in the other werld. |

A second text in the TL is ne mere than a brief
reference,but is seo apposite te the similarity neted
between the two beeks that it mey be guoted here,
On the way back frem Raminagrobis,Panurge seeks the
advice ef Epistemon,The learned schelar makes twe
suggestiens in & halfhearted way,The first(XXIV/437)
has been qu@ted in the previeus chapter:"gui peut
veeir sen Genius peut entendre ses destinéés”,which
looks like anether eche of 'De Genie',and the secend
is thet Panurge should visit some eracle,ef which a
leng list is then given.Epistemen enas:"Mais veus
séavez que tous sent devenuz plus mutz que peissens
depuys la venue de celluy rey sefvateur,en,quel ent
prins fin teus eracles et teutes prepheties," Pan-
urge ceps this with a suggestien that they sheuld
visit "les isles Ogygies",where a race eof prephets
lives and where Saturn lies beund.This last reference
is,frem its form,taken from Plutarch's 'De Facie',
but in slightly altered terms appears also in 'De
Defectu',whese title is echeed by Epistemen's werds
Just, queted,Presented with a purely pagan preblem,
Raebelais characteristically gives it a Christian
interpretatioen,The evidence is teo slight te cenclude
whether Rabelais' cemment is mesnt te be persenal,
~or fellews conscieusly the leng and respectable line
-ef autherities beginning with Eusebius' 'Praqparatie




sﬂ - S .

 Evengelics',whe linked ‘the prephecies of the pagen
world with Christian dectrine.The idea we.S aﬁcémmen-
place in the Miadle Ages,when the Sibylls took their
place in Church art beside the OT pranhets and'Vir-‘
gil's me581an1c fclogue won him near membership ef
. the Church, Rabelals and his readers woula tzke it
for granted,but it is a little unexpectea to find v
the fleod of Classical erudition in the chapter thus
‘1nterruutea.

~In the QL all these elements are blended int@ the
-Macraeen episede,and & textual comparisen is révéél-
ing beth fer the light it threws on Rebelais' methods
of compesitien and fer the mental habits it suggests,
The pertial editien finishes with the great'sterm;
with ne hint of what is te follew,and it has been
shown thet the 1552 editien gives an scceunt of the
tempest even cleser to that of Erasmus' 'Naufrogium’',
This is net,however,its enly literary parallel&;at
the end ef the tempest Epistemon cries(XXII/625):
"je voy-terre,je voy pert,je voy granda nombre de
gens sus le havre!" When they land Pantagruel(XXV/
632):"ne voulut partir du mele que teus ses gens
feussent en teme." The subseqguent details glven by'
the Macrebe show that this is indeed "pert tres sceur,

hers les troubles et sellicitudes terriennes," and

if they are net actually there te gféet the travellers,

"Daemens et Heroes" are net far awsy in the ferést
Except fer the angels(hardly suitable company in .

thls c@ntext)there is ne detail of the nautical 51n11e
in the TL emltted frem thls descrlptlen The ceinci~-
dence 1f 1t is. ne mere than thet,is certainly stri-

klng,and net very easily explained,What fellews .

N\ -



6o
mekes it mere unlikely that the resemylahce taW§h§7
TL is purely fertuitous.The theme of the TL passage
is the cemmunicatiorn between the spirit and huﬁan
werlds which zccounts fer the power of aying wen
to prophesy,the theme of the QL is the cemuunicatien
between the two worlds,zgain effected on the o@casi@n
of death,this time through natural phenomena;storms,
comets ana so on.hAfter the Macrobe has described
the islandana his opiniouns concerning the death of
leroes,Pantagruel elaborates the argument with the
simile of the candle,and then Epistemen refers briefly
te the death of Guillauuse du Bellay.

the mentien of this incident 1s enough te att-
ract our attent.on,but this time it is no uore @han
& foetnete to Eantagruelis woras ”é#ersiens4uéé'rep-
ublicques"”,which result from the death of these "asmes
nebles et insignes”.Pantagruel preceéds to give &
catalogue of Classicel examples befere reverting to
the main thewe in the next chapter..here hersays
(XXVII/636):“uu1cuneé telles zsumestant sont n@biés,
precieuses et hereicyues,que de leur aeslogeuent
et trespas nous est certains jeurs davant denﬁéei
significstion Ges cieulx.- These signsiére'thenﬂ»
described ss "cometes et épp&ritiens‘meteores"glt
is,he says,as if & last cheice were being giveﬁ té
men.en zarth to take ceunsel of these>great seuls.,
-ne -ceneludes: 7

o "Clest que,peur aeclalrer la terre et gens terrlens
‘n'estre dlgnes de la presence,cempaignie et fruitien
de telles insignes asumes,l'estennent et espovantent
per prediges,pertentes, menstres et zultres precedens
signes forméz contre teut erdre de nature.Ce que
veismes plusieurs Jjours avant le departement de celle
“tant illustre,genereuse et heroique ssme du decte

et _preux chevaller da L&ngey,uuquel vous avez parle.
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The tale is taken up by Epistemen,whe recalls~
the poertents seen befere Langey's death,lists the
witrnesses,including Rsebeleais himself,and ends:"tous

. . . \ )
pensans----que les cieulx le repeteient cemme a eulx

‘deu par pr@prieté'naturelle." Just as in the TL,the

recent example of Langey's death is cited in suppert
of a general philosephical theery;this time the per-
senal teuch is underlineda by Rabelais'ewn siguatuee
as a present witness,

The reference in the TL and the first brief ref}

‘erence in the QL are capable of é raetiensl interp-

retation,and could cenceivably ve attributed te a
sincere or interested desire of Rabelais te flatter
the family ef his late patron.We krew frem varieus
seurces é%dt the au Belleys had an extremely effic-
ient intelligence service,mainly in Germany,of which
Rebelais must heve been aware,and in which he may
even have servea while in Metz,and this woula explain:
in large measure the apparently inspired prophecies
which came to be fulfilled.Again,the situation in
Piedment‘was'se very delicate (and se mismanaged by
langey's predecessor,lMentjehan}that the suduen death
of the enly man whe seems really te have ccntf@lléd
.itrw&uld naturally account for the reversal ef French

fortunes in that theatre,and te seme extent elsewhere,

Knewing these pelitivel facts,;net femiliar te the
-general public,Rebelais may be imagined as celouring
‘them slightly with hints ef supernatural influence

in erder te impress has readers,There would be ne

‘compelling answer te this rationalist explanatien

but for the third end last reference te lengey's

-death.In every way this ceutweighs the other twe in

impertance and authority.Unfortunately there seems
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te be no centempersry cenfirmation of Rabelais' re-
port,but it is hardly crecible that he would list
SO ery indepenaént witnesses if his account of the
portents were untrue,Indeed,if it were untrue,far
fr@m'winning the faveur of the du Bellay tamily,
Rabelais would be offering them a grave affrent.X
Feiling historical corroboration,it seems reasonable
te accept the fact of th. portents,ﬁhatever thej may
have been,.This being se,the deep impressien preduCed
‘on Rabelais at once zppears in its true light,The
facts ef prophecy ana French reverses are epen té
rational explanstion,eas has just been skown,but the .
- portents are ewphatically not teo be interpreted in
these terms,The bellei in pertents 2? this kina and a
their significance was so unlversal hat no spec1a1
explenation need be looked fer in Rabelais' case.
Having linked the "prediges horrificqgues" with the
aeath of Lengey,Rabelais drew the natural cenclus.en
frem the philesphical theory with which he begius
this sectien.Vhat must have seemed te him a direct
cenfirmatien of the theory gu@tea frem Plutarch gave
that theery a guite unique value in hls system.’;
The serious tone of the devate is enhanceq by the
meﬁ@ry of Lengey,but the last speech of Pengsgruel
evershadews everything else in Rebelais for its direct
ana unequlvecal answer to two funaamental questiens;
the 1mmorta11ty of the soul and the. relatlonshlp of
Chrlstlanlty te paganlsm.mven te appreach such pre-
blems wes risky and to'eXpeund unususl views ceuld
be fatzl.Te give unususl vicws fer any other metive
than persenal convictien would have been foolishly

provecatlve and it can safely be assumed that Rabela;s
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is speaking for hiuself in these striking lines,
leaving for a moment the question of signs and
porténts,Pantagruel,at Frere Jan's reqguest,gives
the views on immortclity,first of various Classical
autherities,as quétéd by Plutarch,and then his ‘ewn:

"Je croy que toutes esmes intellectives sent ex-
emptes aes cizezulx de Atrepos.Toul'es sont imme-
rtelles;anges,caemons et hwnsines.Je vous airay
t@uteSons ure histoire bien estrange,mais ese-
ripte et asceur&e par plusieurs dectes et sgavans
histeriographes,a ce propous,"

~ The story is,ol course,that of ren's aeath,which

Rabelais interprets as relating te Christ.This is
fhe final point of similarity with the TL:a Platenic
(or neo-Platenic;thuory in each case cencerning aeath
snd its attendant phen@mena the case of langey's
aeath used in each es & part¢cqlar exumple,ln the
TL & Christizn dezth,in the QL Eﬁg'Christian aeath,
'he associatea aetails of the sterm.and so on bring
out still more forcibly what may have begun as a
litefury,but seeis to have ended as & pnilosphical
reminiécence.The seconu passage guoted from the TL
is eyually reminiscent of the cerreép@nding passage'
in the L,the Pan chapter."Celluy rey servateur”
becomes "celluy grana servateur aes fidéles",the
~theme of silent oracles in the TL is balawced by the
‘whole chapter of Blutarcl's 'De Defectu' quoted here,
and,mest strange Panurge s remark abeut Saturn and
"les isles Ogygies™" with which the TL chapter ends
is the passage immediately fellow1ng(1n slightly
,differeht form)the Pan legend in 'De Defectu', Its
tetal omission from the Macraeon group of chéptérs,
;n,whigh{thersmallest details of Plutarch's accounts

appear,could be'explained by the assumpt;en that
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Rabelais only knew the relevant passage ef Plutarch
at second-hand,which is almest certainly‘not the case
in view of his kuwown enthusiasw for Flutarch and
other yuotations ff@m the same £K dialegue,ie nave
suggestea alsewhere<z at the immediate source eof
these chapters is Fostel,who also emits the Saturn -
reference,but at the same time the possibility can-
not be overlooked that Rabelais adeliberzdaly left
out the passage to aveid repeating what he had alreaaqdy
said in a siwilar context in the TL, |

This literary parallel has been stuuied in seme
detail,because 1f is accepted as velid it pro./es -
a preeccupatien of some auratiern on Rabelasis' part
with the particuler preblems enumersztea,and suggests
a link between his Classical eruditicn,his¥ persenal
experience with langey a1.d his Christi.n (net te
say ,Scholastic)upbringing.As a pattern of the syn-
thesis which ,as far ss can be ascertained frou the
werk,repfesents Rabelais' thought,this is ef the
- greatest value,The relative impertance of the three
facters is. the central peint of our quuiry,and there-.
foere the place of the Pan chapter in the development
of these themes is of capital impertance fer any
aftempt et evalustien.Failure to admit anything like
& coherent system of thought in Rabelais ever & per-
ied ef years invelidates this contentien,but all
evidence Goes peint te the existence of such a system.
.~ Rebelais! treatment ef texts from 'De Defectu'
is illuminating in itself,His ch.XXV,with the desc- -
riptien of the island,is & clese paraphrase ef ch. -
XV.II in Plutarch,altered only in ﬁh&t Plutarch's

traveller arrives before the storm;Rabelais' ch,XXVI
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continues Plutarch's ch XVIII,with the explenation
of the storm and the simile of the canule,omitting
Plutarch's final sentence abo.t Satﬁrn.At the endu

of ch.,XXVII Rsbeliais returns te Piutarch,quoting his
ch.XIX on the Steics.So far Rabelais has not changed
Plutarch's order,but his nsxt worus refer back,quot-
ing Flutarch by name, to ch.XI,whence he guetes the
views of “inuar ena Hesioa,censiderably elaborated

by hiwm with gratuitous (lassicel erudition.Postel,

or some unki.owr authef,could have previded Rebelais
with the reyuisite guotations,enc Festel actually
gives them in the same eorder,but that does not ex-
plein the situstion of the Pan story,last in Rsbelais'
arrangement and ch,XVII in Pjutarch,:1l the other
suthers whe use Plutarch meintain his arrangement,
yet here we have Rabelais deliberately changing this
oruder for rewsons of his own,The most obvieus expl~
anatien is that habelais wishea te grade the subjects
of his text in ascenuing erder of impertance?first,
the Classical writer beleved of the I6C,then the
recent and celebrzted Langey,finally'Christ.TheEcamm@n
theme is the effect en nature of the death of gféat
men,suppofted in turn by Plutarch,by living witnesses
end by the NT,Plutarch's theme,orn the other hand,
is,in this part of tHe dialegue,the iumortality of
Gaemons,which becomes a purely seconaary éne for
Rabelais,who naturally ceuld net have expressed an
open mind on the subject like Plutarch,and who any-
hew had long s.nce dcided his belief,The compositioen-
of these chapters,so{;o}hemogen@us in their thought
and expressien,shozsthé‘greatest cere in Sélecting7

and srranging meterial of a¥ varied nature,
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The Pen stery is intreduced by a "teutesfoys™ -

which poses & miner preblem,On the face of it,the
word seems te inaicate sn exception to the rule of
immertality Jjust stated by Pantegruel,and if se
apparently implies that Pan-Christ wes mortal,There
is semething similar in Plutarch,where the story

is used to attack & previous speaker,whe claims that
deemons are immortal,but this does not sltogether
satisfactorily explain Rabelasis' text,Since signs

in nature and net immertality previde the theme which
Rabelesis wished te state,he dees net bother te ex-
plain the spparent centrzdictien,All the ether cases
observed of these portents corncerned the pascsing of

s great man's soul frem the world ef metter te the
werld ef spirits,a transition frem ene part of the
created universe te another.In the case eof Christ
alone,the transition was irem the world of matter

te the infinite,eternal uwelling-place whence he had -
ceme ,the created universe ne lenger included as &
part him whe is its whele,lf something like this were
' in Rebelais' mind,it would explain the "teutesfeys”
&8s intreducing an exception te the rule,but ene which
Rebelais kriew te be unique and which ‘hus dees net
disprove the rule.

In the actusl relsting of the story,Rabelais makes
~ene small slteratien which is in fact decisive feor
his interpretation,Te the eriginasl A%v uev@s he sdds
the ene word "Dieu”"---"Pan le grand Dieu"---snd at
a streke mekes his presentatien of the story different
fréa the nerwel traditien.His cemments at the end
of the tale follew more neturally after this simple
additien,First he offers his interpretation of Pan
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as "celluy“graﬂd.Servaerr des- fideéles™,with a-barely - -

veileda gibe at.his enemies "les pentifes,cocteurs,
presbtres et mwoines de la ley mesaicque”,Then he
shows how the werd "Axv" applies pRrticularly well

te Christ "veu qu'il est le nostre tout,tout ce que
somues ,tout ce que vivens,tout ce qu'esperons est
luy,en luy,de luy,par luy." Pestel before him had.
alreaqy mede the philelegical peint in his interp-
retation of ran as christ,and it is sufficiently
ebvieus to hsve occurred to others,thocugh net in this
particular context,

ts well as the word's etymological significance,
Fan wes also the name of the shepherd god,uore ex-
actly uewi-god,end this 1s the next variation en +
Rebelsis' main theme:"Le ben ran,le grand pasteur,
qui,comume ctteste le bergier passione Ceryden,nen
seulement & en ameur et affection ses brebis,mais
aussi ses bergiers." The references to Virgil and
St.Jehn fit in well with this Christizn treatment
of pagan legend,It is curious that "Panes" are listed
as'demi;geds in the chapter preceding this,and the
cenfusien of the All and shepherd god H¥¥ is less
admissible on that acceount.inether curieus ceinci-
dence,neted esrlier,is that ene of the meaiseval &

. meanings fer 'servater'(whence "servateur") given
by du Cenge is 'paster gregarius',whiéh gives a deuble
link with the idea of the geed shepherd. ‘

The third sentence brings back the centrasl theme
ef this whole sectien ef chapters:"A la mert duquel
feurent plaincts,seuspirs,effreys et lamentatiens
en. teute la machine de l'univers,cieulx,terre,mer,

enfers," The real peint of the chapter is thus made
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clear;and the Pen stery becemes the finsl,crewning
~illustration of the theory of peortents,The except-
ienal nature of Christsdeath is shown by the univ-
ersal mourning,including ever the heavens,which in
other cases are described as "joyeulx & la neuvelle
reception de ces beates asmes," lhey toc were losing
the greatest soul ever to be parted from its bedy.
B Pentagruel ends with = chrenelegical justifica
tion of his theory:"A ceste miene interpretation
cwmpéte le temps,car cestuy trés~b@n,trés—grand Pan,
nestre unicque Servateur,mourut lez Hierussalem,reg-
. nant en Rowe Tibére Caesar." The authority fer the
rnetural phenomena(eclipses &c.)at the time of the
Passien was guite unimpeachable,and had long been
e faveurite peint de départ for Christis. apologists.
The histerical identity of these phenemena with sim-
ilar enes reported by mere or less contemporary pagen
writers hada an ebvieus propaganda value which had
been fully expleited,

The foeur features of Rebelais' interpretation---
All,shepherd,universal mourning,chrenelegy---are
all te be found in ether asuthors in similar cennexiens,
but seldom if ever combined in Jjust this wg .The
first assumptien,that 'Ban' for the Greeks ceould
bear a menoth:uistic interpretatien,was a typicael
precauct of the enthusiastic pﬁilelgy éf the Rensai-
ssance and centinued for a century or two te inspire
éimilar comments,One of the great uarawvacks for thﬁsé‘
whe wished to reinstate the philespphers of Greece
and Reme in the heneurable positien frem which their
paganism debarred them was their ebvieous and neto-
rious pelytheism,If Plate wss'divine'for the Middle
Ages it wes because a vague sort of menotheism ceuld

be read into his thern known werks,and mere partic-
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ularly because the neo-Pletonists with their trinity -
of the One,the Word,the World-Soul came so near Chri-
stian theelogy.Rediscovery of the Platenic corpus

lea to & new attempt to.Christisnise Plato,net in

the same sense or with the ssaue object as St.Themas'
bartism of Aristotle,but iwn the spirit of comparat-
ive religien.By the ena of the 17C,Relph Cuuworth,‘q>
follewing Rebelsis' interpreastion of Pen as Christ,
actually quotes the end of the 'Phaedrus',6 where
Socretes prays to Pan,ss proef of the wonotheism of
the Greeks,or at least of Socrstes.Theugh the cen-
text of this uialogue makes it clear beyona doubt
that & local woodlena deity is in question,the less
critical huwenists of the I16C woulu have been even
more easily misled than Cudworth.Such a miscencep-
tien of Greek religion was also assisted by late
Classical writers,whose authority in the 16C wes
quité dispropertienste to their real impertarnce,

Thus ilacrovius,e specislly appropriate author for
this aialogue with "le ben‘macrobe",writesifHunc
deum(sc. Fan)ircades colunt appellantes Tev Tns UAng
kvpiov non silverwn dominum sed universae substant-
ize maferialis adiniatorem significari velentes,cuius
meterise vis universoruw corporum,seu illa divine
sive terrens,componit essentiam," Follewing Macro-
bius,the early encyclopzedist Isicore of Seville,

who wss quoted and copied througheut the iidule Ages,
writes:‘“) '

"Pan dicunt Graeci,letini Silvianus:deum rustic-
orum,quem in nsturae similitudinem formaverunt:
unae et Pan uictus est,ia est oune,¥ingunt enim
eum ex universali elementorum specie---caprinas
ungulas hebet,ut seliditatem terrse ostendat quem
volunt rerum et totius naturse Deum;unde Pan quasi
emnie dicunt,"
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This is far from ﬁhe lofty moniotheism later;&sc;
ribed teSocrates,but contains the germs eof an idea
which ceuld guite easily be developed into semething
like Rabelais®' "nostre tout",The true significéncev
of Pan for the Greeks is really irrelevant,as Rah~-
elais and his contempoaries lackec the critical app-
aratus necessary for deciding the questien,and these
gquetations shew that the standard late Classical
and then medizeval cenceptien of Pan included the
philelogicel as well as the pasteral interpretations.
‘The next point,the idea eof the goed shepherd,was
nafurally a commonplace,msde familiar in poetry
threugh Virgil and applied freely in & metapherical
sense,Marguerite de Navarre calls her deac brether ’ﬁ
"le grend Pan" snd shews him meurned by his shepherds;
the author of the CL;paraphrasing his eriginal(pro-
bably Lucien)describes Pan as (XXXIX/889):"homme
herrificque et menstrueulx" with hisaniwal wembers
""hemme herdi,ceurageux,hassarceux et facile & entrer¥
en ceurreux," Thus the purely pegan traditiens ef
the satyr—like Pan existed in literature side by
" side with the sublimated geed shepherd based en -
Christian teaching. 7 ’ '
The lamentatiens ef the stery have been'variéuély
explained,depending on an auther's ZEEKXEX general
'~t&1nterpretat1@n Thus Ficine deoes net diverge very
far froem Plutarch estantur enim ex multis: prodlglls

temp@rlbus centlgerunt Pans magnum deem-

Guse sui
—eriém,aliesque multes daemenes eiulasse primum,deinde
etiam obiisse," Agrlppa ;Lotes this verbatim in his
~turn,Those writers whe were primarily interested in
the nature of daemens naturslly tended te emphasise
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this Classical ev1dence of thelr mortallty An ext-
ensioen of this pr1nc1p1e led te the usemade by Chrls-
tien apelogists of the story.Fer : useblus the pagans
themselves previded unw1tt1ng but adequate test;meahy
to the falseriess of their ewn religien and the“truth
of the Christian revelation.For him,Pan was a well
knewn pagan god whose death as related by Plutarch
coincided with the work of Christ in ridding the V
world of evil spirits.He writes: ”s)

"So far Flutarch,.But it is 1mpertant te note the
time at which he says the death of the daemen
took place,For it was the time of Tiber.us in
which our Savieur,making his sejourn among men,
is recorded te have been ridding human life from
Kdaemons of every kind:so that there were some
of them now kneeling before him and beseechinj him
not te deliver them over to the Tartarus that &
awaited them,You have therefere the date of the .
overthrow of the deemons,of which there was no
record at any other time.,"

This became the traditional interpretation,and
oné which Rebelais had every opportunity of kn@wing.nq
The translation made by Geerge of Trebizond in I470
was widely read,and shortly befere the QL a Greek
euition was published by Henri Estienne.Petrus Crln-
1tussgas one of the authors who gueted the story from:
Eusebius and geve Tusebius' cemment at the ‘end, From
& Christian point ef view,the’ cenfirmation of a
knewn' feature eof Christ's ministry,the eéxpulsien of
demens ,by ‘éxternal sources was valuable in itself,
when so few external witnésses were to hand, It is
stilan9t~eertain whe first preposed the identific-
atien ef Christ and Pan,but whether it was Postel,
as seemslvery likely,or someone else;the>reasén&f®r'-‘"
- the shift ef emphasis must be sought in a slightly

aifferent interpretation of the lamentstiens cembined
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with the histerical event under the reign of ‘Tiberius,
Nearest and yet centrary to Rebelais' interpret-

stion comes Pedro iexia,who gives more data than
Rabelais for cencluding the same t?ing and then offers
a completely oppesite explanatieﬁ?ﬁg is concerned,
like Eusebius,te show thet pegan geds &and oracles

all failed at Christ's ceming,and he gives an int-
eresting end rather feee versien of the Pan stery te
prove his point.,For him,as for Fusebius,but mere
explicitly,an is "el grande demonie,el Dies Pan" -
anu "el gran diablo Pan™,while a final remarkexplains
"Poryue Fai. llamebzn elles al dies de los pasteres.".
What gives iexia's version a ® eciel interest here

is his next passsge.,Continuing the expesition ef

his mwain theery,pagan testimeny to Christ's presence
on earth,he speaks of the heavenly portents,eclipses,
earthquakes end the rest obs:rved at Christ's death
both by the Evangelists snd by pagans.He quotes
Josephus,and then gives the famous story of Dienysiﬁs
the pseude-Areopagite,who is described as a learned
astreleger commenting on the phenemena:"Either the
freme of the world shall be disselved,either the.
Ged of nature presently suffereth----for which cause
----the ssges of Athens strangely disturbed did:te
be built incentinently an altar te the Geod unknéwn
{Acts XVI1I.22-23)." This clue te Rabeiais’ text is
made mere helpful still by an editorial comment of
Juan Cromberger,giving the authority of Petrus Com-
estor(Scel,Hist.cap.XVII),Jacques Lefévre at the

end of his ceumentary en Sacrobosce's 'De Sphaera’,
Erasmus' cemmentarj on Matt;ZVIl;and also Bede,Origen

and Augustine,jgrlier in the chapter Paulus Oresius,
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Butrepius,Busebius and St.Jerome ére-all cited ae
well,

This precious list of sources ehables us at once
te reconstruct Rabelais' most probable scheme of
cempeéltion.An additional comparison makes this even

: cIéarer.The only two authers who seeuw te have pro-
////////fﬁesed Rabelais: interpretation before him are restel
“ and Bi§gt.P@stel's chapter hesding tells us what teo
expect:"De substantiis separatis,sive daemenibus,
geniis &c." ana his whole chapter is on these lines.
After telling the Pan story,he writes:

"THasec Flutarchus:quae multiplicem daemonam exper-
ientism,substzrntisrumyue separataruw demonstrant,
tum vero menifeste fidem faciunt de morte Jesu
Christi,qua tum centremerunt inferuus,ubique uae-
menes sunt profligati et afflicti.Sea non est
admittendum,quoa hac infert ex eo,mortales daemenes
esse," ’

It is this latter idee which leaus him to his
cenclusion:
"sed guis corrore magnus ille 7Wxv universi arb-

iter woriebatur,sentiebant suam prefligatienem
futuram----ltaque nec peterant validiera testi-
monia de tempore mortis Christi,nec dae substantiis
separatis adferri,Nulli alii quam Christe certe
omniwn rerum moderateri,instauratori et arbitre
Tov Axvigvocabulum cempetit,” ‘

What brings Postel te his interpretatien is his
desire to preve,like Rabelais,th&t "teutes esmes
intellectives sont immortelles:anges daemons et humfi-
aines",and in explaining away the apparent exceptien
(cf;Rabelais' "teutesfoys")he uses the identificatien
of Pan and Christ based on philelogical grounds,Once-
haiing made the identificatien,he uses it agesin,in
'De Orbis' and also in 'De Etruriae'(gg one of the

"externa testimonia de morte Jesu Christi”;
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Exectly the same approach is used by Bigetﬁﬁhé“
__queteé the Pan story te illustrate the theme of eora-
cles ana spirits foeretelling thevfuture,anﬁu ives
the same philelegical explanatien of ‘Pan'.Referring
\back to his text,he speaks later on in his beek ef
ngfflictiones lementaque deemonum Thami," showing
//*his affonity with the traditionel theory of Eusebius ,
— Ficine anu the others,In Bigot's case,the 'externs
testlmon1a are guite sccondary to the ides of daem-
~ons' 1mmerta11ty. ‘Pi\ , v
.This cemparlsenrbrlngs out very well the partl-
uler bias Rabelzis gives to the stery.In his centext
intellective iumortazlity is & subsidliary issue,and
though the Pan story has & direct anda ebvieus bearlng
on this theme,Rabelais' cemplete 51lence regardlng
the nature of Thamous' veice,the identity ef the
mourners on shore and their relationship to Fan,makes
the chapter relatively insignificant s a contrib-
utien te demonolegy.As a further example of the cause
_and effect observed at the tempest ana at Langeyfé
Geeth,however,it follews guite naturally andvneéaé
no more cpmwuent then Rebelais has given it.What he
has done in effect is to combine Pestel's(rather _
then Eigot's)philelegical identificatien of Pan- 7
Christ with the historical evidence of tﬁeiPassi@n
es given,fer instance in Mexia thaugh net necessérily
~from that author, The link is the remerk attrlbuted
te Dleny51us and as soen as one sees this and the
philelogical 1ntﬂrpretat4en side by sxdethe.selutlen
to the whole problem becomes evident, Lﬂ |  ‘
Checking the sources given in Mexia,we find Petrus
Comestor wq?tfng of the ‘earthquakes &c. which f@ll@wed
the Passiou: "Dienysius dlklt quod Deus naturae pat-

4
iebatur,"Sacrebesco(John of Holywooa)adds to thls,
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the story of the altar to the‘unknawn God;Leféﬁre’
in his cemmentary on Sacrobesco uses the same werdsf
the French translatien of Sacrobosco by Jehan Loys
(1546)gives "ou le Dieu de Nature saffre---",Besides
these,Vincent de Beauvais,perhaps the greatest of
medizeval encyclopsedists,gives the whole story,te~
- gether with the unknown God;in his chapter on ecl-
ipses?aierre Aa'Ailly writes(agut deus naturae pat-~
itur,aut totius machina mundi destruitur",most inter-
esting ®f>all,Michael S?gi in his commentary on Sac-
robesce suds at the end:"Dicebant(sc,Athenienses)
enim guod crezstum cempatiebatur sue creatori dedic-
entes eos ares ueo aubieso sue icnote." It is werth
sdaing that in Sacrebesce anu all the commentaries
on his werk,this text cemes in & v.ry censpicuous
place at the very ena of the beok,ss & crowning
example of previous theories,

. This impressive list of Scholastic authorities
ceuld easily be enlarged,ana the origim of the stery
in the 'Legenaa Aurea' undoubteuly expleins its wide
diffusien.An early(I3C) Franciscen book ef.exempléf/
of Irish prévenance{g'etes the story,and even mere
convincing ?reof from the same order of its universal
familiarity i. the fact that Michel Menet{alotes |
precisgly the same words of Dionysius in each of hLis
Passiens presched at Teurs(I508) and Peris(I1517).
The speciel heneur paid in France te St,Denis,iden-
tified in the Middle Ages with the Dionysius of the
legend,perhaps incressea still mere the general use
of his words in sermons for the people &s well as in
treatises for the learned,It can therefore be stated
witheut any hesitatien that Rebeleis could net pess~

ibly heve been ignerant ef these woraus,er inueed
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heve fergetten them,so censtant is their repetitien,
In every versien of the story Dienysius' words inc-
lude the phrase "Deus neturae" ana in French "Dieu
de nature",Now this,as we have seen from Isidore,
wes o standarda definition of Pan,"tetius naturae
aeus",and would eesily evoke the name of *en in a
man w..o was currently interested in Plutarch's Stofy.
The substitutien in Dionysius' exclameatioen of 'Pan'
for 'deus naturse' is simple,ana at once gives the
identification Pan-Christ,supportea both by philo-
legicéi"and astrolegical arguuents.The second part
of’Dibnysius' exclamation is equally cenclusive,;for
hiwm end all those who guoted him,"totius machins
munai¥ destruitur" is the only slternative explan-
étiéh of the phen@menarthey observe,sna exiactly this
phrase, "toute la machine de 1'univers",comes in
Rabelais,where Fostel and Bigot had dwelt on the
deemons' lamentastions. '

‘Another vount is equally relevant,Rabelais' peint
~de depart for these chapters was the effect on nature ,
the'signs and pertents,connected with the pasSinga
of éreét souls,and frem this peint of view he would
have been led to the Dionysims story by almost any
meaiaefal treatise ou astronemy and meteor@logy}He
geuld”equally well have been led to the same result
by starting from s study of 'exjerna testimonia'.
Petrus Cemestor brings in the portents following the
Passidn‘in Jjust this wgy,ahd this\w&s the reguler
}Scholéstic approach to the historicity of the Gespels.
Husebius,whese 'Preeparatie Evangelica' has alreadw
been mentioned ,was even better knewn as anreLQCles—

iestical historian,and most of. the authers yuoted

’
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sbove refer to hi by neme in this capacity.Iﬁ his

grest chrenoleogicel survey,'Chronicerum Canonum',

trenslated by St,Jerome,the following entry comes
‘ 31-)

under A,D,J2:

"Jesus~Christus secunuuw Frephetias,quae de €9
fuerunt prolocutse,eu pzssionew venit enno Tiberii
KVIII.guo tewpore etism in sliis Ethnicorum comm-
snteriis heec aa verbum scriptsas reperimus:

'Solis facte defectio:bithynia terrsewotu concuscea,
et in urbe Nicsea seues plurimae corruerunt,'

Guae omniz his congruunt,quze in passione Selv-
storis acciaerunt,”

Further similar references follow from Yosephus,
Phlegon enu others,Thus from the esrliest tiumes the
wain proof that Christ's desth aid heppen unuer Tib-
erius wee airectly essociated with $he Gospel sccount
of the portents seen st the time of the Pussion,Hist-
ory aua meteorology are insepsreole in this matter,
anG no one witn the sl.ghtest interest in either sub-
ject coulc fz2il sooner or leler to ve reminaed of
Dienysius' worus.
~ Seen in this light,Hsbelsis' presentetion of the
stery can be more auequately Judged,The prebsbility
is eoverwheluwing that he knew either from Yostel,Bigot
or some so fer uniuentified suthor thet “en ceuld
be iaentifieda with Christ,it is very likely that
he knew also the olaer interpretstion of Eusebius,
‘&gain either cirectly er through some intermedaiary
like Grinitus and breferred the other,no Goubt attr-
ected by tne philelegicel arnproach.it the ssuwe time,
the theme of meteeroleglcal pheriocuene. woula meke hiw
more zttent.ve to that zspect of the P@ssicn than

to the vaguer theie of aemanelegy,anu any reflection
ou these lines coulc not fsil to remina hiw of vien~

- ¥ysius' woras,The very enprooricte adefinition of Pen
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as tke god of mature fits in even better with Reb-
elais' context than the more general idea of the
£11,ana gives him & airect link with the historical
events unaer Tiberius.lhough Rabelais goes against
BZusebius' traditional interpretetion of “an,in ether
respects he is closer to the Schelastic traaitien
then any of his immeuiste predecesseors..exis's men-
tion of Uienysi.s(which uey not originally have been
his ownjshows that the comnnexion was ore that came
naturally te & writer .f wide interests,asnu it is
indeed aifficult.te find & really sutisfactory exp-
lanetion of Faceleis' text which excludes the hype-
thesis put forwerd sBeve, 4

The constant pattern of Ravelais' theught,which
starting from & Christian education seeks to incor-
porate as much &s poessible of Classical philesophy,
is nowhere more clearly seen than here,it comes as
something of a shock to preconcsivea notions of the
Reuaissance attituae to iiwna thet the siuale Ages
hau never ce sea to folivw =usebius in meking use
o1 every pagan zuthor whe could be made to further
the cause of Christian apologetics.Te the g@reeks,
thet is te Uionysius,a monotheisiic idea is attri-
buteu before there can be ' ny cquestion of direct con-
tact with the ipostles,snd by extension it is easy
to see how the idea of grace coulng as reacily to
HEthnic as to Hebrew proghets could asvelop,lhe imp-
ortance ef pagen historisis i1s eften poiunted out by\
Rabelais, (cf.Gargantua's letter) in a humanist sense,
but here he uses Flutarch Just as the Bchelastics
would have deone,If he uses phileloegy te support his
interpretatien,he is enly fellewing in the line of

Isidore and his Etymologies,In quoting the phenomens
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of the TPession héfig'éiting the exsmple best knewn
in 81l Scholastic treatises on meteorology and kKin-
‘areu subjects,lven the juxtaposition of Virgil and
St.John is the sign of & humsnism which uid net weit
fer the ItCbefore it came to full meturity,While it
woula be sbsurd to ueny the. this ciapter,like thosge
prececing it,is typical of the Renaiscunce outleok,
it is ne less sbsuru to forg. t thet in not o few
respects the Rensissance outlook hsa slresdy cxisteu
fer seme centuries.Oue uway go even further snd say
thet the eulogy ef Langey snu his aeuzth are L0 more
“the signs of men's reswsk-oning interest in wan than
the Pen chepter,arnc thet thie tes would heve sreused
no flicker of surprise an the mediaevel reaaer.r
Rebelais' emancipatien from the habits of meaimevsl
ana Scholestic theought must be sought elsewhere then
i these charters on such fundsmentsl subj@ctg.”33


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































