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CHAPTER OKE.

INTRODUCTORY.

Industrial Revolution destructive of existing
social order: the cash nexus: idyllic relations depend
on goodwill: large scale organisation tends to be impersonal:
goodwill more difficult to maintain: indignation at the
effects of Industrial Revolution on aesthetic and moral
grounds: Ruskin: the Church's part in it: varied views
of Lecky, Marx, Tom Johnston, Sydney and Beatrice Webb,
Butterfield: the church's answer to criticisms.—
(1) self-criticism, (2) criticism of other forms of
Christianity: Calvin blamed for Capitalism: Industrial
Revolution comes to Scotland in period of Calvinist decline:
Weber's thesis: modified by Tawney: profound influence of
Adam Smith: clerical emphasis on frugality and application
helpful to economic development: ‘Calvin blamed for socialism:
ministers of the early industrial Scotlaﬁd best described
as "Tory Socialists": the church divided against itself:
ecclesiastical issue diverts attention from social problems:
the Statistical Accounts: Chalmers: their great social

importance.
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"The new class of great capitalistic employers
made enormous fortunes, they took little or no part personally
in the work of their factories, their hundreds of workmen

were individually unknown to them; and as a consequence,

the 0ld relations between masters and men disappeared, and

la(gcash nexus" was substituted for the human tie. The workmen

on their side resorted to combination, and Trades-Unions

began a fight which looked as if it were between mortal

(1)

Few would be disposed to doubt the general accurécy

enemies rather than joint producers."”

of Toynbee's summary of the social changes brought about by
the Industrial Revolution. So great a change in the working
conditions, environment and habits of men and women as the
machine (by its very nature) imposed, did not take place
without a corresponding upheaval in social relations. The
steam engine and the spinning jenny, so nearly qontemporaneous
in point of discovery, came with as great an impact upon the
domestic industries as the invention of gunpowder upon the
Medieval castle and the mail-clad knight. To agriculture and
the relatively small scale industry, though developed commerce,
of the middle 18th century there came a new and unsettling
influence. It was to the social structure that had been built

(1) Toynbee, op.cit. T3.
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up an explosive force. All the changes enumerated by
Toynbee were set in motion. ©Population increased as never
before and the previous distribution, mainly based upon
agriculture, gave way to an overwhelming preponderance of
town dwellers. This sudden upsurge of technological interest
and advancement has continued with unabated zeal and shows
no signs of flagging. With its social readjustments we are
8till concerned.

There is one caveat that may be uttered against
Toynbee's summary. If it implies that the cash nexus was
necessarily a worse relationship than feudal ties between
one man and another, those who advocate the abolition of
tied houses will disagree. In a sense the cash nexus was
the ultimate development of mercantile relationships from
the stage of barter; it was the crux of the movement from
status to contract in human relations. Romanticism has
provided us with the notion of idyllic relations existing
between masters and men under the old clan system, or under
the o0ld estate system inherited from feudalism or in the
industries small enough to be personally supervised and

without the great concentrations characteristic of the age
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of the machine. 1Idyllic relations can exist only on a basis
of goodwill and this varies exceedingly between one man énd
another. Peasant revolts are a reminder that the lack of
goodwill within a society is not peculiar to the industrial

system.
What is true of the new situation is that the

opportunities for personal relationship became less frequeﬁt
between the different strata of society. Over-population

weakened and often destroyed the sense of community. "There
is a great danger," wrote a minister of Paisley in 1841, "of
the man of affluence and power ceasing to care for the poor

n(1)

with whom he seldom or never comes in contact. The large
scale organisation facilitated by the machine tended to be
impersonal. Coming itself to resemble the machine which so
much ordered its life, it lost the respect that is only
possible between persons. Employees were often so numerous
that any resemblance of the master to the head of a family
workers
disappeared; teey were looked upén as units and hands; 'in
their relationship to their employer they were powerless
except as a group. With masters, on the other hand, goodwill

?

where it existed, was diluted by the numbers with which it

(1) Burns. op.cit. 155.
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had to deal. A group morality rather than an individual
morality was imposed upon them; the head of a firm, in
contrast to the small employer, could only be generous at
partners ox

the expense of his/éhareholders. In short, confidence
between the various ranks of society was far more difficult
to maintain. In 1881 when Toynbee was writing, it may have
seemed that horizontal divisions would replace the vertical
cleavages formerly the occasion of so much conflict. They
had certainly grown more prominent, though the economic issue
has not yet proved to be the vital and paramount one om which
men divide.

The indignation which the term Industrial Revolution
conjures up in so many minds was initiated by Ruskin and,
to some extent, on aesthetic grounds. As a boy of twelve
he was taken to see one of its earliest triumphs, the Menai
Bridge, which, he says, "I looked at ..... with reverence for
the mechanical skill of man - little thinking, poor innocent,
what I should see the creature putting his skill to in the
(1)

half-century to come." But there are moral as well as
aesthetic grounds for this indignation. The undoubtedly
grave and much advertised horrors of the Revolution have
continued to be the driving force of much political activity,

(1) Ruskin: Praeterita 132.
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have contributed no little to the rise of Communism and
hastened the formation of the Welfare State. They are
responsible also for a guilt complex in many minds comparable
to the guilt of war. There has been justifiable criticism

of the evils of the factory system, of the "degrading

(1)

dependence of workers upon capital"” and of the unfair
distribution of national wealth. Butterfield expresses this
criticism at its very mildest: "The Industrial Revolution
and the rise of the Capitalist system are the best that
Providence can do with human cupidity at certain stages of
the étbry."(z)

It is our concern to examine the part played by

the Church of Scotland in this great transformation, for

we assume (without complete accuracy) that the clergy were

the mouthpiece of the church. Here are some of the questions
which we shall attempt to answer. How far and on what grounds
did they welcome the machine and how was this related to the
Bible, their supreme standard? How far did they foresee

the results of the Revolution or try to mitigate them?

What were their views on the new social order that the machine

was partly responsible for shaping; on the most grievous

(1) Brunner: op.cit. 15.
(2) Butterfield: op.cit.34.



-6 -

features of the factory system, its long hours of work,
its child labour and unemployment; on the standard of living
of the people; on the new political self conéciousness of
the masses; on the new form that the problem of poverty
began to assume? In short we are trying to discover where
the church stood in relation to the broad developments
that are now more clearly seen and how it influenced the
currents of opinion that were then agitating the life of
the country.

The part played by the church at large has been
widely studied throughout the western world. It has been
s0 differently estimated by writers of different shades of
opinion that there is room to wonder how the same historical
data could produce such a variety of praise and blame.
"My highest ambition," wrote Arnold of Rugby, "is to make

(1)

my history the very reverse of Gibbon." We take note
therefore, first, of views on the church's social influence,
the very reverse of each other, some as appreciative as

others are hostile, for there are versions of the church's
part in the Industrial Revolution as different as the Catholic

and Protestant views of the Reformation.

(1) Strachey: op.cit. 211.
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When Lecky made his famous 3tatement about Wesley
saving England from revolution, he becomes representative
of a climate of opinion not unfavourable to the church.

For though it is possible to construe the effect of Wesley's
preaching - the spreading of docility and the spirit of
reconciliation among the masses -~ as nothing but an opiate,
Lecky meant it for praise. And Lecky had no warm feelings
for the church, since he viewed things from a kind of agnostic
empiricism, absorbed as he was with the History of Rationalism
and much criticised by the orthodox. Classic historians like
Hume Brown and Trevelyan seem to have endeavoured to present
as true an account as possible, on the evidence available,

of the interaction of the wvarious branches of the church
with each other and with the state and society - and to
present it with a maximum of interest.

The leading representative, on the other hand, of
the hostile and destructive criticism of the church's
influence on society, is Karl Marx. He does the church the
honour of treating it as a whole with equal disfavour,
though the Church of England may have received most scorn.
"(It will more readily pardon attacks upon thirty-eight of

its thirty-nine articles, than upon one thirty-ninth part

. 1
of its incoma)"( )Being at issue with Christianity itself,
(1) Marx: op.cit. 864.
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however, he scarcely selects any branch of it for special
blame. Perhaps, he reserves his most acid criticism for
éhurchmen of whatever school, who were foremost in their
political and economic interest. Thus Shaftesbury becomes
the "Low-church Pope", Chalmers is styled "the arch parson",
and the works of Malthus, though still exercising a profound
influence, are "nothing more than a school-boyish, superficial
and parsonic_declamatory plagiarism."(l)
Yet the climax of Marx's opposition is not to
the earthen vessels but to what St. Paul considered the
very treasure itself. The very substance of the faith is
the real object of his attack. An ancient Greek lyric on
the water-wheel is held to exhibit the greater healthiness
of the Pagan outlook: "Lacking the gift of Christianity,
it never occurred to them to advocate the enslavement of
the masses in order to transform a few vulgar and half-
educated upstarts into 'eminent cofton spinners', 'extensaive
sausage makers' and 'influential blacking dealers'."(Q)
Here we have the characteristics not of the historian but
of the propagandist; not of one attempting to judge

dispassionately on the evidence available, but of the

(1) Marx: op.cit. 681.
(2) Marx: op.cit. 435.
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advocate of a system; and for the church he holds no brief.
It may have condoned some evils as a lamentable necessity;
the libel that it instigateg?ﬁgs no ground at all.

Since Marx selects his incidents from the whole
span of the Christian era with great shrewdness and dexterity;
he cannot help finding the eérthen vessel particularly
earthen at different times and places. Such being the
nature of the vessel he may find something to support but
never to establish his thesis that the social influence of
Christianity has been malign. To be true, he drew attention
to much historical material hitherto neglected. But since
truth itself 'is rejected as an absolute value it is doubtful
how seriously his interpretation of history should be taken.

It is likely that men at large would have little
noted nor long remembered so distorted a picture(or assortment
of pictures)of past developments had they not formed the
groundwork of a political philosophy containing within itself
a new economic theory and an attractive social gospel. Yet
the influence of this reading of history has been enormous
and forms, it may be said, one of the great imponderables
in the modern mind. There ought to be enough serious and

comparatively objective history to counteract its influence.
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But the sneer about religion being the opiate of the people
has not lost its currency and many historians have shown the
same bias. The modest Whig garments which history has been
supposed to wear - and these have been varied enough - have
been discarded, and with them much of the historical conscience
as it had been previously understood. Scholarship has been
scrupulous but not in the widest sense for it has been too
partisan, too selective of past material for present purposes.

Thus Tom Johnston's "History of the Working Classes
in Scotland", with all its sincerity, is more properly a
history of their tribulations. It is a tale of man's
inhumanity to man, as if nothing else had obtained and no
beneficent influences had been at work; patriotism, religion
and the considerable cultural achievements of thé country
are at a discount. Its failure to give a proper account of
even the working classes, is notable in its somewhat casual
treatment of the Irish who composed a quarter of Glasgow's
population in 1845 - even before the mass migrations of the
famine years.

J.E. Handley, the historian of the Irish in Scotland,

(1)

describes it thus: "The book covers the period from the
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Middle Ages to the end of the nineteenth century and its
pages contain a mass of facts about the economic and social
evils of the past, collected under chapter headings illustrative
of the writer's point of view, such as, "The Slavery Period",
"Under the Capitalist Harrow", "The Great Massacre", "The
Communist seeds of Salvation". Absorbed in his examination
of the injustices inflicted down the centuries on the Scottish
working people, Johnston can find place for no more than a
passing reference to the Irish immigrants who formed such é
large proportion of the industrial population of Scotland
in the nineteenth century."(l)
Thus in Johnston's work there is no hint of the
decided gain in physical well%being that came to broad sections
of the population within fifty years of the great inventions.
Nor amidst his emphasis upon the sufferings of the downtrodden
is there any suggestion that the vast majority enjdyed a
higher standard of living than they had ever done before.
To this fact the Statistical Accounts bear abundant testimony,
supported by much evidence of better housing, clothes and:
food. To be true, there was a very dark side to industrial
progress and this alone appears in Johnston's pages. When

he says, for example, "if the middle-class cared nothing for

(1) Handley: op.cit. (Introduction)
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the bodies of the broken workers, it looked well to their
souls",(l)he draws an unnecessary inference from the appoint-
ment of poor-house chaplains. This is the drift of his
interpretation of the church's part in social history and
it is less impressive than if it had come from a more impartial
politician or a more balanced historian.

In the same vein are'the voluminous works of
Sydney and Beatrice Webb. The Liquidation of the Kulaks
bears a surface resemblance to the Highland Clearances but
by no means the resemblance alleged in the following sentence:
"We have no wish to minimise, still less to seek to justify,
this ruthless expropriation and removal of the occupiers
and cultivators who were stigmatised as Kulasks, any more
than we do the equally ruthless expulsion, little more than
a century ago, of the créfters from so much of the Scottish
Highlands, or the economic ruin of so many small-holders
that accompanied the Statutory enclosure of the English

(2)

Commons." The writers do not seek to minimise the horrors
of this liquidation but when they speak of the "equally
ruthless expulsionﬁ of the crofters they are in fact
exaggerating the darkness and distorting the picture of

(1) Jobnston: op.cit. 295

(2) wWebb: op.cit. 571.
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our Scottish past.

Thus when they try to estimate the influence of the
church upon business and industry we find the historical
imagination exercising itself in a direction precisely the
opposite to that of Butterfield who writes as a churchman:
"The capitalist employer or trader or financier usually
supports the church and even attends its services; but his
common sense and business experience forbid any attempt on
his part to square his profit-making, which competition
makes ruthless and even nationally destructive, with the
denunciation of the prophets and the exhortations to mercy
and compassion, and brotherly love toward all men, to which
he piously listens on Sundays."(l)

Butterfield, on the other hand, thinks this
preaching by no means ineffectual but likely to be wholesome
and productive of unmeasured blessings: "The ordinary |
historian when he comes, shall we say, to the year 1800,
does not think to point out to his readers that in thig
year still as in so many prefious years, thousands and
thousands of priests and ministers were preaching the gospel
week in week out, constantly reminding the farmer and the

(1) webb: op.cit. 1139.
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shopkeeper of charity and humility, persuading them for

a moment to think about the great issues of life and inducing

them to confess their sins. Yet this was a phenomenon

calculated»greatly to alter the texture of human history."(l)
These, then, are two very diverse views of the

influence of the church; the one that its preaching has

been more or less beneficent in every realm of life and the

other that, in business, its role has been, at best, neutral,

at worst, to provide a salve for eonsciences, a cloak for

(2)

many a selfish and shady transaction, and a facade of
respectability for a viecious system. When the same historical
material is woven into such different patterns we may suspect
that the predilections of the historians are coming to the
surface. There are, indeed, two main versions of the part
played by the church in our social history. And one of them
has affinities with the views expressed in the Communist
Manifesto: "Law, morality, religion are so many bourgeois

prejudices, behind which lurk in ambush just as many bourgeois

interests.”(B)
(1) Butterfield: op.cit. 131.

(2) Halevy. Quoted Morton. op.cit. 68.
"pA twofold duty, to make a fortune
in business and to preach Christ
crucified" attributed to some Methodists.

(3) Rehott om Ghmumin0P.Cit. 16.
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What has been the answer of the church to the
charges made against it? Is there foundation for the belief
that it has betrayed some pf the deepest interests of
humanity? First, there has been, by churchmen, a healthy
acknowledgement of their manyvfailures in the trust that has
been committed to them. King David furnishes the example
of a man willing to hear and even to learn from what his
enemy has to say: "Let him curse; for the Lord hath bidden

(1)

him." There is in this, the humility which claims no
perfection and acknowledges that God is not limited as to

the means He may employ. He can use enemies of His church

to point out its weakness. This attitude questions whether
attacks are but a phase of the perennial conflict between
light and darkness or whether darkness has found its way

into the church itself, obscuring its primary witness and
requiring to be expelled. The church ceases to be the church
when it no longer confesses its sins. If it is a rather
doubtful procedure to confess the sins of its fathers or to
uncover their nakedness it is wholesome to study what seem .
to be their errors for the sake of avoiding them. Confronted
with the assertion of betrayal, scrupulous disciples have
asked, "Is it I?"(2)

(1) 2 samuel 16.11.
(2) Matthew 26.22,
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This first reaction can be seen in the frank
admission of past failure by the Church of Scotland's
Commission on Communism: "Churchmen today would do well to
realise that the failure of the Church of an earlier day
to bring the full weight of Christian Gospel and its
implications upon the new social order is at least one of
the chief causes of the present tragic predicament which
has made possible the rise and spread of Communism."(l)
This sense of guilt has been particularly apparent in the
Protestant churches of Great Britain but Dean Inge thinks
that the grounds for it exist throughout the whole church:

"No branch of Christendom was ready to face the problems
of the age of industrialism and of rapidly advancing scienee."(z)
Because a sense of guilt for the social wrongs of the past
profoundly affects the church of today, instances of this
type of thought could be indefinitely multiplied. For example
in 1911 the Rev. Dr. Watson wrote: "Many hold aloof from the
church from the conviction that she has not done all she
might have done for social amelioration; that she has
aequiesced, and so helped to stereotype, their environment
and those bad conditions uqder which they groan. That
ow Comumnom
(1) Rc.’\MAop.cit. 15.
(2) Inge. op.cit. 19.
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undoubtedly is a shortcoming for which the church should
now stand in sackcloth. She has not preached sufficiently
the Gospel of the Kingdom. She has not applied Christian
ethics to social, economic and industrial conditions. She
has emphasised’charity more than justice.” (1) So the
heart séarching of the church has continued and she has
wisely submitted herself to the self-examination which St. Paul
urges upon the individual Christian. Confession of the sins
of the fathers may indeed have been excessive for such
confession so readily becomes pharisaic‘- especially if it
be intended to carry Weight in political circles.

A second reaction amongst Christians, however,
in face of violent attacks upon the faith, has been to charge
other disciples with betrayal and apostasy. This has been
facilitated by the deep divisions and animosities that have
existed between various branches of the church. Thus the
Rev. Robert Burns of Paisley (1789-1869) says that "science
was not the prime mover in the French Revolution but an

(2)

obscurantist religion."” And it is a commonplace for
Western Christians to point to the erastianism, corruption
and obscurantism of the Orthodox Church in Russia as amongst

(1) Watson. Quoted MacKinnon. op.cit. 226.

(2) Burns. op.cit. 164.
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the reaeons for its downfall: "After reading a "plain,
objective and not unsympathetic account of Russian religiomn,"
the professor of Moral Philosophy in the University of London
declared in 1934 that he could "only come to the conclusion,
and it is a conclusion that all true friends of religion will
share - nearly all that religion has been, and has meant, in
Russia ought to perish forever from the face of the earth
‘ and from the memory of men.""(l)

In a less drastic fashion this process of blame
continues in the west between Christians of different
ecclesiastical background and social outlook. For the
betrayal of Christian values in the economic sphere Calvin
has sometimes been accounted the chief villain in the piece. -
as if the church having "washed its face at the Reformation"(z)
had proceeded. in the course of time and under Calvin's
influence. to soil its hands with business enterprise.

Bishop Gore in his preface to R.H. Tawney's,
"Religion and the Rise of Capitalism", tells us that it is
the very aim and object of the book to reach some satisfactory
conclusion in this controversy: "We have for many years

been feeling our want of such a study, sufficiently documented

(1) Prof. John MacMurray.
Quoted. Webb, op.cit. 1005.

(2) Archbishop F. Temple.
Quoted. Glasgow Heralf 15/1/53.
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and grounded upon an adequate knowledge of the literature
of the period, as we have watched the modern battle between.
zealous Mediaevalists impugning the Reformation as deeply
responsible for the sins of modern industrialism, and no
less zealous Protestants rebutting the charge, or throwing
1t back, (1)

It is the same interest which prompts this present
study. For Tawney deals mainly with Luther and Calvin, with
the English Puritans and Nonconformists, he touches little
upon Scotland and finishes his study before modern industrialism
has well begun. There is also the consideration that the
social history of Scotland is a field by no means overworked.
In fact according to a recent reviewer, "the social development
of modern Scotland must be amongst the most neglected fields

(2)

of historical research." This is particularly true of the
social impact of the church. The Disruption has stolen the
field and other aspects of church life and influence have
been neglected.
Scotland may well offer a most fruitful field for
the study of that much canvassed theme, the influence of
Calvinism upon Capitalism. The Deism of the 18th Century -

(1) Tawney. op.cit. XV.

(2) English Historical Review.
July 1949. p.377.
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the enemies of Professor 3imson in 1721 called it Arianism —(l)
affected the church to such a degree as to capture the
machinery of the establishment in the form of Moderatism.
Under the leadership of Principal Robertson the Westminster
Confession was in danger of being abandoned.(z) But the
French Revolution is thought to have operated in favour of
a return to orthodoxy; and when it came to the test case
of Macleod Campbell in 183%1, Calvinism appeared again
triumphant. No one can dispute the profound and continuous
influence of Calvinism upon the life of the country. If
there be connection, however, between Calvinism and
Capitalism, Scotland would seem to offer an example of
delayed action. The Reformation was established in 1560,
but it cannot be said that the economic virtues or commercial
expansion are much in evidence before 1707. The rapid
development of material wealth coincided with an epoch
when Calvinism was on the wane. 1t was lamented by the true
Govenanting Succession. Woodrow, writing in 1709, may serve
as a type of the stauncher Calvinism that was passing away:
"the sin of our too great fondness for trade, to the neglecting
(1) Boston. op.cit. 6.

(2) Cempbell. op.cit. 132.
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of our more valuable interests, I humbly think will be
written upon our judgment.... I am sure the Lord is remark-
ably frowning upon our trade... since it was put in the
room of religion."(l)
That the development of material prosperity in
Scotland followed the decline of theocratic tendencies in
the church is in accordance with Tawney's conclusion that
there is no direct connection between the rigorously
disciplined society envisaged by Calvin and the vigorous
plutocracies that have since been associated with his name,
In 1903 Max Weber propounded the thesis that there is a close
connection between the Protestant Ethic, as it is found in
Calvin, with the Spirit of Capitalism: "it stood at the
(2)

cradle of the modern economic man." Tawney modifies this

thesis so drastically that it is surprising that he does not
reject it altogether. He acknowledges, for example, that
Capitalism flourished to the limits of possibility in

(3)

Pre Reformation Flanders, Florence and Venice. He remarks

upon the coincidence that the countries most touched by

(1) Tawney. op.cit. 214.
(2) Weber. op.cit. 174.
(3) Tawney. op.cit. 284.
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Calvinism were on the western seaboard of Europe where the
discovery of America made economic expansion almost inevitable.
Though admitting elsewhere the moral intensity of Calvin,

he quotes with approval Brentano to the effect that
"Machiavelli was at least as powerful a solvent of traditional

(1)

ethical restraints as Calvin." He says somewhat significantly

that the mine opened by Weber has paid handsome dividends but

suggests it is now worked out; by implication it has been

overworked. He reaches the modest conclusion: "Thé capitalist

spirit is as old as history, and was not as has sometimes

been said the offspring of Puritanism. But it found in

certain aspects of later Puritanism a tonic which braced

its energies and fortified its already vigorous temper."(z)
When the General Assembly rearranged its bueiness

b on certain days because Mrs. Siddoﬂfsyappearances at the

(3);

theatre were working havoc with the sederunt, it demonstrated
how far the church had deviated from the Puritan standards

of the previous century. This was in 1784, at the very

time when key inventions had rendered possible the factory

system and Glasgow merchants were seeking to make good

(1) Tawhey. op.cit. 284.
(2) Tawney. op.cit. 208.
(3) ACarlyle. op.cit. 339.



- 23 -

in cotton, shipping and iron, their lost pre-eminence in
American tobacco. 1In the preceding decades Adam Smith had
been enquiring into the causes of the Wealth of Nations,
publishing his work in 1776. He laid down as the most
decisive cause of wealth, the freeing of trade from all
fetters and becomes the Apostle, par excellence, of economic
individualism. He was the close friend of David Hume and
though holding appointments subject to religious tests, he
betrays a latitudinarism quite alien to the spirit of Calvin.
He is appreciative of Presbyterianism and'of the Church of
Scotland in particular: "There is scarce perhaps to be
found anywhere in Europe a more learned, decent, independent,
and respectable set of men, than the greater part of the
presbyterian clergy of Holland, Geneva, Switzerland, and

Scotland. (1)

But he has no great liking for established
churches. He believed that laissez-faire was the ideal in
religion t0o and that it would so multiply the number of

gects as to "reduce the doctrine of the greater part of

them to that pure and rational religion, free from every
mixture of absurdity, imposture, or fanaticism, such as wise

(2)

men have in all ages of the world wished.to gsee established."

(1) Adam Smith. op.cit. 638.

(2) Adam Smith. op.cit. 623.
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In spite of his heterodoxy the clergy, broadly
speaking, accepted his economic teaching, not because it
was in any way allied to their theological views but in the
manner of those who trusted the expert. They saw its brilliant
successes more than its weakness. Indeed, they were not alone
in this, for these theories had almost an unchallenged sway
for a hundred years. Lord Milner says of them: "When I went
up (to Oxford) the laissez-faire theory still held the field.
All the recognised authorities were "orthodox" economists of
the old school. But within ten years the few men who still
held the old doctrines in their extreme rigidity had come
to be regarded as curiosities."(l)
The Industrial Revolution took its immediate
impetus from the inventions of Watt, Hargreaves, Crompton,
Arkwright and many another lesser name. It found the just-
ification of its methods in the writings of Adam Smith.
Its beginnings coincided with the reign of Moderatism in
the Church. The tonic of Calvinism is more diluted than
it has been for two hundred years but tonic effects emanating
from other quarters are more oconspicuous than ever before.

In Scotland, at least, the Calvinist-Capitalist thesis can

be made to appear maladroit and even ridiculous: a tonic for

(1) Toynbee. op.cit. XXV (Preface).
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the exploiter and an anodyne for the exploited. Could even
the most paradoxical faith sustain such different roles and
produce such contradictory effecta?

Yet in Scotland too a case may be made out for
the influence of its religion upon its wealth. Was it
coincidence that Dale, the greatest name in the early cotton
industry, was the leading layman of the Independent Church,
or that the Bairds, the largest employers of labour in the
middle of the nineteenth century, were churchmen of great
repute? It happens commonly enough that wealth comes to
the intelligent, the frugal and the hard-working and these
were of the very ethos of the church in Scotland, the latter
being amongst the traits most deeply implanted by the preaching
of the word. John Knox's insistence upon a school being
erected in every parish succeeded to the point that Scotland's
educational lead over her southern neighbour has often been
acknowledged. A nation so taught was bound to increase in
wealth. Grant but the conditions of internal peace - of the
wide expanse opened to trade in 1707, of the impetus that
came to enterprise and invention when their rewards were seen -
and the effects of the intelligence, carefulness and application,

80 studiously nurtured, were bound to be striking. This is
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in keeping with Troelisch's estimate of Calvin's ethics:
"His practical active ethic... set in the forefront those
elements of behaviour which were practically possible to
achieve, while the radical commandments about love and
suffering were relegated to the background."(l) As will

be seen hereafter, this element is prominent in the outlook
of the Scottish clergy of the early industrial epoch.

They feared indolénce far more than avarice; they had a
tremendous respect for enterprise; where many have seen a
hidden nefariousness they beheld an overt virtue.

There is, therefore, in Scotland, much to support
and much to undermine the thesis associating Capitalism
with the Protestant ethic - even in the modified form it
has taken frbm Tawney. Certain aspects of Puritanism did
act as a tonic to enterprise but they are so mixed with other
elements that no clear conclusion can be drawn. Thus
Moderates and Evangelicals are indistinguishable in their
outlook on economic affairs. Deeply at issue on the
Calvinist principle of the free election of ministers,
they differ little in their attitude to Parliamentary

Reform or to trade unions or poor relief. Temperamentally
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and, at bottom, theologicallyzthey found it impossible
ultimately to walk together but they are at one in their
interest in the material prosperity of the nation. What
truth there is in the not "recondite conclusion",(l) that
there is a connection between some post-Reformation religious
movements and outbursts of economic energy lies mainly in
this: "the duty of labour coupled with the ban on luxury
worked out "economically as the impulse to save'", and the
impulse to save had the effect of building up capital.(z)
This was shared also by Christians at the furthest remove
theologically from one another. The Quakers, as Weber himself

(3)

admits, according to their numbers, can record just as great
a proportion of successful businessmen as the followers of
Calvin.
I have said that the tworeactions of Christians

to the charge brought against them by Marx for their share
of responsibility for the social malaise of the industrial
era have been to take blame to themselves and to their

(1) T@wney. op.cit. X: .

(2) Troeltsch. op.cit. 645.

(3) Weber. op.cit. 149.
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fathers in the faith, or to endeavour to shift the blame

to other branches of the Church. The bias of a particular
ecclesiastical allegiance is present in all the writings of
the parties to the controversy described by Bishop Gore, as

it is inevitably present in my own as a minister of the Ghurch
of Scotland. The most opposite contentions have been put
forward in this very field. What if the strong radical
tradition of religion in Scotland has fostered not Capitalism
but Socialism? This is at least hinted at hw Mrs. Agnes Mure
MacKenzie, in the most recent history of Scotland: "The very
close temperamental affinity of Marxism and Calvinism is often
remarked on; and it is interesting that the strongholds of both

(1)

in Scotland should be the Cymric south western districts.’
This seems to reduce the whofé/gggceding arguments, to which
reference hés been made, to a measure of absurdity. For the
only thing that Calvin, Marx and the "Capitalist" had in
common was that they did nothing by halves.

This last association between Calvinism and
Socialism has not received the emphasis of the association
with Capitalism nor has anything like the same attention

been given to its investigation. It tends to be either

(1) Mackenzie. op.cit. 264.
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ignored or discredited by writers of the left. We may
gather from the previous quotation that there is little
sympathy for its content amongst certain historians of the
right. Yet Troeltsch takes account of this too and finds
it a derivative from the doctrine of stewardship. He links
it with the frequency with which ministers and leading
laymen of the non established churches in Britain became

(1)

pioneers of the labour movement. It may have affinities
also, with the pronounced Liberalism of the ministries of

the Free and Secession churches in Scotland after 1843,
Stewardship, then, is not unconnected with Socialism; the
faith that rebels is related to the spirit of enterprise;

and the faith that acquiesces can be caricatured as an

opiate. Yet these are all doctrines not peculiar to Calvinism
but deeply embedded in the Christian revelation. Anglo-
Catholicism in the development of its social-political

outlook betrays the same anomalies.

With these many seemingly contradictory theories
in mind I have tried to discover what the attitude of the
clergy of the Church of Scotland actually was to the

(1) Troeltsch. op.cit. 649. "The Christian

Socialism of the English people

at the present day is essentially
of Calvinistic origin."



- 30 -

Industrial Revolution. It is an attitude strangely mixed,
and would probably best be described as "Tory Socialism".
But assured conclusions are of very limited scope. As it
was not always easy to differentiate between Moderates and

(1)

Evangelicals, if we attempt to praise or blame ministers
collectively or by the parties into which they divided, we
are confronted with the inexhaustible diversity of history.
They were above all things individualists with many outstanding
personalities.

I have endeavoured to show the clergy as I have
found them; I have not suppressed the unedifying; having
a natural inclination to present them in the best light, I

of Campsie«,

have deliberately given large place to Themas lapslie, their
most reactionary figure; I have judged them, at times perhaps
unfairly, from the point of view of social-political develop-
ments with which they had no sympathy. Sometimes their
foresight and benevolence will appear astonishing; sometimes
their blindness to social issues will seem deplorable. They
were deeply divided among themselves and appear by modern
standards to have treated the sopial question as far more '

secondary than it really was. The problems of the factory

(1) Wwatt. op.cit. 6.
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system though affecting an area territorially small, seem
to us far more grievous than the right of patrons in electing
ministers. If they were prepared to divide and sacrifice
upon the latter point, it seems that they should have been
- less inclined to accept the former as largely inevitable.

Yet there are situafions in which a church can only
retain its identity by asserting its freedom to‘appoint its
own leaders. Who can be certain if this 19th Century Scotland
were not such an occasion? The Erastianm of one generation
has sometding in common with the collaborator of another
for both are in danger of unworthy compromise. We may think
that they strained at a gnat and swallowed a camel, that they
planted roots of religious bitterness where roots of social
bitterness were already showing signs of vigorous growth;
or we may think the Christian tradition of Scotland indescribably
enriched by the numbers prepared to "go without the camp
bearing His reproach."
| In this study our concern is with the new region
of historical data which Marx brought to notice,énd I have
used the documents which best exhibit the church in its social
context and outlook. To these documents the Disruption is

purely incidental. Little or no light is thrown upon the
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Voluntary Controversy or the Non-Intrusionist Controversy
by the Statistical Accounts or the pamphlets on the Poor Law.
From them it would be impossible to decide what line their
authors would take in 1843.

To diséover the hard core of facts regarding the
Church's attitude to industry I have drawn most heavily upon
Second Statistical Account and have confined my researches,
6n_the wnole, to the Industrial Belt. In the seventeen
nineties when the First Account was being written, Scotland,
by and large, was untouched by industry. Glasgow was already
a flourishing centre and so were placés like Paisley, Palkirk
and New Lanark and some which have returned to complete
obscurity like Catrine in Ayrshire; but in most counties
industry was non;gxistent or merely vestigial. Even in 1850
Edinburgh offers but a poor field for studying its effects,
though its overcrowding and slums and epidemics give wide
enough scope to the social historian. It is more than likely
that I have left untraced'in some stagnant backwater,the
opinions of some ﬁinisters upon industrial conditions that
they had seen before their translation from the spectacle

of mines and factories and an incipient proletariat. But
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the general trend of their thoughts, established by large
quotation,is clear enough.

It might be thought that the social outlook of
the church could be best determined from the extensive
writings of Thomas Chalmers, its most distinguished figure.
These constitute, indeed, one of the largest and most
fruitful sources of information but they have been the
subject of much attention; little could be added to the
brilliant exposition of them in Professor Saunders' Scottish
Democracy. I have therefore used them but little, believing
that Chalmers was a représentative churchman but that his
experience of industrialism was more limited than that of
many others. His views are not unusual except in their
copious yet trenéhant utterance and in their triumphant
application to the poor in St. Johns, Glasgow, and to
Scotland at large in church extension. I have on the other
hand, made much use of the writings of the Rev. Robert Burns
of Paisley whom Saunders records as a convert from the old

(1) He "came out" at the

system of poor relief to the new.
Disruption but emigrated to Toronto in 1845. 11 may well
be that he was unique in thinking the social question more

(1) Saunders. op.cit. 411.
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important than the ecclesiastical or at any rate in giving
expression to that view.

At a time when the Third Statistical Account is
making its appearance it is wholesome to recall the great
service rendered by the clergy in their overwhelming
responsibility for the First and Second. The introduction
to0 the Second Account expresses the belief that it will
remain a monument to their intelligence. It is also a
monument to their humour, their broad human sympathy and
their desire to increase that quantum of human happiness
they were instructed to examine. For though many show &g
consciousness of belonging to a privileged class and their
tone is sometimes patronising, there is evidence too of a
deep humility in face of grave social conditions and of a
strong sensitiveness to the still sad music of humanity.
The contemporary importance of their work is attested by
the use that Malthus made of the 01ld Account and by his
entering into correspondence with some of its authors.(l)
Marx himself pays indiredt and unconscious tribute: "in

comparison with the social statistics of Britain, those of

(1) N.S.A. IX. 166.
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Germany and the rest of Western Continental Europe are
wretchedly compiled."(l) Society today maintains its very
existence upon an immense basis of statistical information,
and it is liable to be forgotten how much the clergy pioneered
and contributed directly to this great foundation. From
Webster's analysis onwards they provided much of the knowledge
which is the sine qua non of collective action.  They
furnished their country with the most‘picturesque and widely

deseriptive social information of any in‘Europe.

(1) Marx. op.cit. 863.
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CHAPTER TWO.

The Clergy received the Industrial Revolution with
approval.
"In labouring for the good of their eternity
they have reaped by the way those blessings
which religion so abundantly sheds over the
pilgrimage which leads to it". Chalmers: Op.Cit.27
Summary: Biblical attitude to invention: 1its association
with Cain: conservatism not in itself approved: invention
accepted with misgiving: guilt attaching to ambition:
littleﬁsense of guilt in promoters of Industrial Revolution:
moral and material progress essential to each other:
clerical attitude Deuteronomic: approval of Blantyre mills:
desire for mills at Strathaven: for mines at Cambusnethan
for industry at Ayr and Row: decay of rural population in
Cadder and Crawford: industrialists regarded as benefactors:
Shotts iron works: praise for industrial magnate: cotton
mill wanted at Dunbar: the Bairds and D%?ns: enterprise
at Greenock and Paisley: minister become§ industrialist:
another invents reaper: another improves blast-furnace:
another plans a canal: pride in Glasgow's industries:
the steam engine: the self acting mule: clerical zeal
for economic expansion disinterested.
The attitude of the clergy to the first stages

of the Industrial Revolution, to the invention of new

machines, the buildings of large factories, the introduction
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of new manufactures and the general expansion of commerce
between 1790 and 1840 is, broadly speaking, one of approval
and even welcome. There is, with regard to the new
developments, scarcely any of the hesitation which a close
study of the Bible might have been expected to arouse.

For it is significant that the earliest inventions recorded
in seripture are attributed to the descendants of Cain:
"And Zillah, she also bore Tubal-Cain, an instructor of
every artificer in brass and iron And Lamech said unto
his wives Adah and Zillah, hear my voice: ye tower of
Lameéh, heaken unto my speech: for I have slain a man

unto my wounding, and a young man to my hurt. If Cain
shall be avenged sevenfold, truly Lamech seventy and
sevenfold."(lhamech's song of exultation over the new crafts
springing up within his family breathes a spirit of
contempt towards God. Cain had received a mark upon his
brow to protect him from the vengeance of the blood feud.
But Lémech can now dispense with that protection, seeing

he has devised very serviceable instruments of his own.
Henceforth he is no longer completely dependent on the

Divine mercy.,

In this passage of Genesis the first products

of the artificers in brass and iron are destructive, but

(1.) Genesis 4 vv 22-4.
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but the ordinary tools by which man subdues nature and makes
the earth productive have inevitably the effect of lessening
his sense of creatureliness and dependence. They are,
however, "a necessary human enterprise"j'for man, according
to a famous definition is a tool making animal and is so

differentiated, in outward activity, as to his species.

The spiritually minded descendants of Seth began also to
use inventions and they did it without censure, as
pé%sumably Abel had used his shepherd's staff without
ihcurring the blame of the sacred writers.

The association of invention with Cain indicates
a tendency in scripture to look askance at the mechanical
skill of man and to be apprized of its dangers. But
elsewhere in scripture there is much tacit acceptance
of the changing technology of an advancing civilisation.
The Rechabite attempt to contract out oﬁf a new phase
of civilisation is not in itself approved. They
represented a conservative protest against settlement and
agriculture on behalf of the former nomadic life, and
tnef are commended, not for their ideals but for the
tenacity with which they clung to them.

"Thus saidth the Lord of hosts, the God of

Israel, Go and tell the man of Judah and the inhabitants of

(1) Neébuhr Op.Cit 29.
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Jerusalem, will ye not receive instruction to hearken
to my words? Saith the Lord, The words of Jonadeb the son
of Rechab, that he commanded his sons not to drink wine,
are performed; for unto this day they drink none, but
obey their fathers commandment: notwithstanding I have
spoken unto you, rising early and speaking; but ye hearkened
not unto me." (1) Here is no commendation of loyalty to
an obsolescent culture but commendation of the virtue of
loyalty itself.

The Rechabite alliance with Jehu has given rise
to a contrast of their outlook with that of the prophets.
"Rechabities believed they could only remain loyal followers
of Jehovah if they continued to maintain the habits of
their fathers when they lived in the wilderness. The
prophets on the other hand had tsken part in the settlement
in Palestine and had even encouraged the setting up of
the Kingdom. They believed that Israel could maintain
its old faith though it accepted civilisation. A1l for
which they were anxious was that their people should avoid
the vices of civilisation."(z)
Though one of the Apocryphal books revels in
(3)

craftsmanship the attitude of scripture to technological

advance may be said to be one both of misgiving and of

(1) Jderemiah 35 13 - 14.
(2) Welch Op.Cit 86.
(3) Ecclesiasticus Chapter 38.
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tacit acceptance. The attitude of the Scottish clergy
of the early industrial era shows little of the first.
In their work as statisticians they give the impression
of an acceptance of new machines and factories more eager
than scripture would warrant, and, as a rule, without
hesitation.

‘the crux of the scriptural position is to
attach guilt, with its attend{ght judgment, to all high
reaching human ambition. This is vividly presented in
the well known story of the Tower of Babel and has its
counterpart in other ancient traditions. In the legend
of Prometheus his discovery of fire is regarded as stolen -
as if he had invaded a domain not properly his possession -
and for this he is imprisoned by Zeus. "the Lower of
Babel myth belongs to the same category of mythical fancies
as the Promethean myth, though the two are independent
and not derived from each other. They both picture
God as being jealous of man's ambition, achievements and
pretengions. the modern mind, which has enchanged the
wooden-headed literalism of orthodoxy for a shallow
rationalism can find no validity in the idea of a jealous
God ... A jealous God impresses the primitive fear

of higher powers from which the modern man feels himself
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happily emancipated. Yet the idea of a jealous God

impresses a permanently valid sense of guilt in all human

striving." (1)
The lack of this sense of guilt in the social

effects of their actions seems, in general to have

characterised the promoters of the Industrial Revolution.

It entered little into that "pure and rational religion"

which was Adam Smith's ideal, but it must have been

lacking too in many religiously orthodox industrialists

with regard to the condition of their employees. This was

the most ambitious expansion of human effort and the most

thorough going attack upon environment that the world had

seen. Yet it was to a large extent spontaneous and

unimaginative with regard to the deeper needs of man,

confusing wealth with well - being. The caveats implicit in

the early wisdom of the race were Qompletely ignored.

Significantly, the main protests were instructive and came

from displaced and unemployed workers. “The Tuddites,

and some of the agricultural labourers of the south in

1830 struck out blindly at what hurt them most -

(2)

magistrates or masters or machines". There would have
been little point in a new order of Rechabites protesting
against industrialisation as their predecessors had
protested against settled communities. It would have

O bl [ (1) Necbukr. Op.Cit. 27

(2) Clapham OCp.Cit. 313.
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become a new monasticism; to decide what degree of
techology was to be rejected would not have been easy.
But the clergy were very much the children of their
generation in their somewhat uncritical acceptance

of so great a change in society and of much of the
ruthlessness with which it was accomplished.

The Deluge following closely upon the first
inventions, the speedy judgment upon the Tower of Babel,
the imprisonment of Prometheus - these are formidable
warnings against thinking that material adv&nce can ever
be a substitute for moral progress. Tc rely on the
one to the exclusion of the other is always disastrous.
But in the human situation the two are so inextricably
mined that they are often both advanced at the same time.
This was the dilemma which faced the clergy in the
early days of industry, Were their parishioners to be
more adequately fed housed and employed than they had
been before? They were morally bound to answer in the
affirmative. So we find them welcoming the factory
which promised all these advantages and even displaying
an inventive genius themselves.

There was, in fact, an attitude to inventiveness
far more positive than anything in scripture, though

some have seen it as the legitimate offepring of the
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Christian revelation. "Are you surprised", asks
Chesterton, "that the same civilisation which believed
in the Trinity discovered steam?" (1) Chesterton has
overlooked the association of invention with Cain (and of
Capitalism with Calvin) but his question assumes the very
real truth that the spiritual life of maﬁ and his
technology are essential to each other. His argument
goes further, that if people have all their doubts resolved
as to things unseen and behold behind all things the
personal and the pﬁrposive, they have a release of energy
to dominate things seen. If this be the reason why
western civilisation, in contrast to others, developed
technology to the unique mastery of environment, then the
clergy of Scotland had thelr due share in this advance.

To sum up: their outlook was Deuteronomic.
It had much the same emphasis upon the rewards attaching
to judicious toil. "Blessed shalt thou be in the qity,
and blessed shalt thou be in the field. Blessed shall
be thy basket and thy store".(z) The New Testament admonition
"not slothful in business" (3) nas become at once more
positive and more central; the temporal fruits of
religion are more obtrusive than in the Sermon on the Mount.

Here is a typical instance: "Diffuse the

(1) Chesterton. Op.Cit 63.

(2) Deuteronomy 12 verses 3 & 5.
(3) Romans. 12 " 11.
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knowledge of pure religion, let its healing virtue
descend on the dwellings of the rich, and the humbler
habitations of the poor, and to the higher spiritual
blessings of which it shall be productive there shall

be added the contentment, the peacefullness, the temporal
prosperity which are its natural fruits, and in the good
providence of God its gracious and blissful reward." (1)
This exhortation i1s Deuteronomic. The main difference
resides in the new and difficult yet fruitful medium

of tempéral prosperity; for "the city" and "the field'
had been replaced for many by "the dark Satanic Mills'".

‘We proceed to give many illustrations of the
enthusiasm, of churchmen for industry and invention.

Thus the clerical writer on Blantyre remarks
upon the improved living conditions in industry compared
with agriculture: "The ordinary food of the workers
is much better than that of the agricultural labourers
in the neighbourhood".  The whole passage indicates that
the factory village had more social amenities and |
a better living standard than its agricultural counterpart.
"In general the working people marry young and in all |
cases where any degree of care 1ls exercised they live very

comfortably. Many of them have brought up large and

(1,) N.S.A. Vol VII Greenock 493,
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respectable families. The village is kept clean

and neat; +to insure which the company provide both
watchmen and scavengers. With regard to the habits of the
people they may be said to be cleanly. To encourage
this desirable object the company built a public washing -
house several Years ago to which the house holders

have access in rotation; and a large bleaching green on
the banks of the river, with a good exposure capable

of accommodating ten times the amount of the population
has also been provided. The village is provided by
means of force pumps at the works with both soft and hard
water ...... A considerable quantity of butcher's meat
is consumed every week in the village. There are also
several shops or stores from which the people derive

the advantage of competition and low pridegkl)

_"Here is a clergyman obviously convinced that
the Industrial Revolution had brought great blessings.
Leisure had decreased, as we shall afterwards observe,
but it was a price which the workers were willing to
pay for the ampler provision of food and of general
welfare which they enjoyed over their agricultural
neighbours. No wonder the minister of a parish, not

so far removed, lamented the absence of mills which

(1.)N.S.A. VI Blantyre 324.
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not a little remarkable that no public works or mills
have been erected at Strathaven or in its neighbourhood.
Abundance of water to drive machinery might be obtained
at trifling expense. An embankment might be erected
at Hapton's Graigs for perhaps less than £100 which
might supply any number of mills every day of the year.
The excellence of the roads and the ready communications
with Glasgow and the Clyde, as well as the healthiness
of the situation are all most favourable for such
undertakings. I am of opinion that Strathaven is only
in its infancy; and that from its locality, and from
the industry and enterprise of its inhabitants it is
likely to rise speedily into importance." (1)

That the Rev. James Proudfoot should make
this his leading, "miscellaneous observation", is an
indication of the large advantages to a community
that were thought to accompany the arrival Qf industry.
The minister of Cambusnethan looks forward to the
expansion of the railway system for the better
exploitation of the rich coal seams in his parish,
"Wearly the whole of the parish is full of coal, and in

many places it 1s of great thickness. Should the railway

(1.)N.S.A. VI Strathaven 313.
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come through this parish, as is expected, it will
open up the coal-fields in various places where there
is at present no demand; and will add greatly to the
wealth and improvement of the district." (1)

The minister of Ayr, which in 1830 had only
6000 of a population, looked with envious eyes at
Kilmarnock whose growing industries had made it about
three times the size. His desire for a distillery may
be exceptional, but the tencr of his observations
represents the clerical mind of the times.

"It has often been a matter of surprise that
Ayr has not been more benefited by manufacturers and
public works, - possessing, as it does, so many
advantages'for this purpose, and such facilities of
communication with other places poth by sea and land,
with such an extensive grain country surrounding it,
distilleries could ndt fail to thrive; the price of
labour is low rated and all the other requisites are
easily procurable. Cotton works might prbsper as
well here as at Catfine, the town being favourably
situated in regard to all the materials necessary, - coal,
water, and labourers in abundance; while it has the

great advantage, by enjoying the means of sea as well

(1) N.S.A. VI Cambusnethan 610,



T+ 48 -

of land carriage. And we can see nothing to hinder

the manufacture of wool in its various branches,

particularly in the weaving of carpets; and we mention

it thus partiéularly, because it is the only experiment

of the kind that has yet been made by any of our townsmen."(l)
The minister of Row wished to have industries

set up as a cure for the poverty in his parish: "The

expenditure on poor, however, is now threatening to

exceed the income, and must4¢g long do so, unless some

means are taken to arrest the increase of the growing

nunber of paupers; and by far the most effectual means

would be to introduce some public works, and curtaill

both the facilities and the places for dram-drinking".(?)
With the exception of weaving which was not a

particular product of the industrial revolution, though

its organisation became "capitalist" under its impact,

the operatives in factories were normally better paid

‘than agricultural workers, The agricultural wage, as

we shall afterwards observe, was regarded as a minimum,

on the same level as that of the unskilled labourer;

and the addition of perquisites,(of uncertain assessment, )

has seldom countered the tendency of the agricultural

(1) N.S.A. V Ayr 53.
(2) N.S.A. VIII Row 81.
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worker to move into the towns. Rural depopulation
was a marked feature of the times. There was the
pressure of lairds, consolidating their farms, upon
the people to move; there was the attraction of the higher
wages pald by the new industries in the towns.

The clergy of some rural areas lamented this
decay of the population with as much vigour as their
fown brethren applauded its increase. "The love of
money, and the desire to lay house to house and field to
field, have made many parts of this parish once populous,
now a wilderness. The few who yet linger here of former
generations can tell of ten farm-steadings in their
remembrance now effaced from the map of the parish.
Within the last twenty six years, no fewer than thirteen
properties some of them of considerable extent, and which
were considered as gecure as the foundation of the
everlasting hills, have from necessity exchanged proprietors
and the decent families have been reduced and sca%%red.
Many passages in the deserted village apply strongly
and appropriately to the parish of Cadder"jlj This
is a formidable indictment of thé rapacity of lairds;

the minister has become a village Hampden, expressing great

(1.) N.S.A., VI Cadder 404.
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social concern. With so gradual a development he was
not in position to do much more,
There were, however, more impersonal forces (
at work than enterprising landlords. We save seen i
in Blantyre the greater convenience and amenities of town
life. When the transition from subsistence agriculture
to the commercial agriculture of modern times, is taken
into consideration, we see that the lairds were but
hastening on an economic process forAwhich they were not
altogether responsible. The small holding has been
notoriously a subsidised unit; the larger farm was to a
great extent the answer to the new economic situation;
increasing population and improved transport invited
a commercial agriculture. It is to the credit of certain
of the clergy that they denounced the selfishness and
rapacity which accompanied this agricultural revolution.
Bound up as their interests were with the heritcrs and
land-owning classes, they were not blind to the abuse
of power, in that frequently unscrupulous dispossession
of crofters which was steadily decreasing number of their
parishioners:
"The practice which now so generally prevails
in this country, of uniting many small farms into one, is

no doubt the chief cause of this decreasse. There 1is
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perhaps no parish where this practice has so generally
prevailed as in this (Crawford); and indeed nearly half
of this extensive parish is in the hands of non-resident
tenants, - the resident tenants occupying only two or
three farms. In the memory even of the present
generation, fifteen families lived where there is now
scarcely the vestage of a ruin. Other parts of the
parish show the same marks of depopulation."(l)

From the consideration of rural depopulation
accelerated by the Industrial Revolution and deplored
by some of the clergy we return to the general approbation
with which their brethren viewed the growth of towns
and cities. There lies here a difficult question of
ethics. The laying of "house to house and field to field",
reprehensible as it was, when motivated by greed and
acquisitiveness, was, on the whole, less reprehensible
than in the times of Isaiah who gives us the phrase,
In Isaiah's time many were dispossessed or reduced in
status circumstance for the aggrandisement of the powerful
who were simply multiplying the resources of their own
families, and this was common enough in the Highlands
and poor agricultural areas of Scotland. But from

the dispossession which created the farms of modern

(1) N.S.A. VI Crawford 331.
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times there came a greater productiveness and a larger
supply for the outside world. Very often the crofters
became workers in the larger unit. In Cadder and
Crawford this did not take place = holdings were cleared
to make sheep runs. The richer farm lands like the
%pthians were never depopulated, and the uniting of {Qf.r
}arms was beneficial to the world at large.

When it comes to laying machine to machine
and factory tou factory, the charge that others were
being dispossessed does not arise directly -- though the
domestic industries were ruined in the process.. The
ethical problem is changed and the first industrialists
had all the appearance of benefacters. In so far as
their enterprise brought work and more ample provision

they have a claim to respect not easily dismissed.

"I-am-satisfied!ysays -the minisbor—of--Lochwinneeh

"$hat the -inhabitants-of —the-village-heve-for—a-

for than those of -places-where. there-are-no m111sgﬂ1)

Ethical judgment on the early industrialists
will depend mainly upon the considerateness with which

the individual pursued his enterprise. Loocking back

3 )N Ss A VIT—Loshwinnooh 104,
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from the present day it seems that considerateness
of the claims of women and children, of the needs of
personality for leisure and of the beauty of nature,
was at its lowest ebb. But the clergy of that day
saw the man of enterprise as a great provider of
food and employment for the people. No doubt the
bird's eye view, which history takes, misses much
that was clear to the man on the spot. We have no
direct experience of the poverty that was being
transformed by the new employments.

The Industrial Revolution was a fresh
instance of man's learning from the Ant (1) "Tpe
suppression of spirit by nature is the result of that
inherent indolence to which humanity is so prone
and in which many thinkers have seen the root of all
evil = theﬁxgu (w of Chrysostomf the laziness
or "inattention" of Fichte, the propensity to drift,
to follow the path of least resistance"{2) A Church

which bore nearly the whole burden of poor relief,

(1.) Proverbs 6 6.

(2.) Bowman Op.Cit. 18.
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tended to take Chrysostom's view of indolence.

Its mistake may have been to elevate the opposing
virtue into a beatitude. Its blessing is for
enterprise; for the man who makes two blades of

grass grow where one grew before; for the inventor

of machines; for the great entrepreneur who multiplies
machines and factory chimneys, and whose wealth,
produced by unéiring effort, is in some way balanced
by the enormous wage bill of his employers. |
Ministers placed assiduilty amongst the higheét of

the virtues. "If he was deemed a patriot who made

two stalks of grass to grow, where one grew before,

he certainly has a better titlerto the name, who

makes abundant crops for human food to rise from the
barren heath".(l)

At this time some of the most barren heaths in
central Scotland were beginning to sprout with factory
chimneys. This makes the minister of Shotts
rejoice in the productive use of land that had been

nearly desert. "The country around these works was

formerly altogether unproductive, and, from the

(1.) N.S.A. VII Neilston 320.
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want of roads was of little or no value; but from
the impulse given to improvement by the circulation
of £500 weekly amongst the workmen, etc. the face of
the country has undergone a most surprising change."(l)
Seeing so great a change for the better
he cannot but glve it his blessing and desire its
extension: '"Much advantage has of late years been
derived by the inhabitants of this parish from the
Shotts Iron-Works - the employment which is given
there to the active and well - behaved, and the money
which is there circulated weekly, may well call
forth on the part of all of us a desire for thelr
prosperity and extension." (2)
The pioneers of these industries are often
" the subject of favourable comment for some of them,
like Mr., Dunn of 0ld Kilpatrick, - with his cotton
mills at Duntocher, his paper and chemical works
at Dalmuir, his employment roll of 1650 in the parish

and 200 in Glasgow and his annual wage bill of

£39,000 - were founders of churches as well as mills:

(1) ©N.S.A. VI Shotts P. 361,
(2) N.s.A. VI " 364,
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"Mr. Dunn is one of the most remarkable instances
which the history of our country presents, of a
person who has risen to great affluence, whose only
patrimony at the first was the knowledge of a trade,
united with great sagacity, great industry and

gfeat penseverance.“(l)

It is worthy of notice that Massillon,
rone of Louis XIV's court preachers would have
congidered this a very worldly standard of judgment
because he treates the same subject satirically:
"The art of raising, from an obscure patrimony, a
monstrous and overgrown fortune, at the expense
often of justice and probity, is the science of
business and individual good management."(2)

As a spur to enterprise the profit
motive was never selected for blame. On the
contrary, the clergy saw the activity of the new
capitalists as springing not so much from the love
of money as from praisworthy initiative and

unremitting application with even a measure of

(1.) N.S.A. VIII 01d Kilpatrick 27.

(2) Nljfssillon, Op.Cit. 3.

.
o~

o



- 57 =

altruism. The industrialist inevitably employed
labour and paid Wagés. At the outset it seemed
their sufficient merit and justification, and just
about as practical a form as patriotism could then
assume:

"At the village of west Barns. a cotton and
flax mill is just new begun to be erected, from
which we have great expectations. The cotton
manufacture is at present (1P93) one of the most
flourishing and useful branches of commerce in
Britain. It employs a number of hands, and especilally
young people, This mill is a new thing in this
country, and if it succeeds will be great blessing
to this corner. It is generally esteemed a
patriotic attempt and has the good wishes of every
person of public spirit"ﬂl) When cotton mills had
been long established we shall find some ministers
very dubious sbout child labour and deploring the
total effect of the mills.

Great names still extant in Scottish
Industry, receive honourable mention, almost as if

thelr founders had been the disinterested agents

(1,) 0.8.4. 5 476,



- 58 =

of human welfare: "It is to the Messrs Baird,
especlally to James Baird, Esq., of Gartsherrie

~that we are indebted for an invention as new and
important in the history of heated air as Watt's
invention was in the history of the Steam engine.

The Messrs Baird were clearly entitled to a patent

- had they thought it to apply for it but these
gentlemen have generously sacrificed self-emolument
and that in various ways greatly to their own 1053"11)
Among the qualities of the Bairds that commended

them to this clergyman was their abstaining from
Sunday work at the blast-furnances where it would

have been most profitable. Others already worked
seven days. This may, indeed, be“prejudiced
reporting because the Bairds became the most celebrated
benefactors of the church; and their reputed

purchase of five estates with mansion houses within

a few years, shows that the losses, above stated,

‘had been amply compensated by gains in other
directions. But they developed the resources of

many parishes, creating, it may seem to us now,

(1) N.S.A. VI 014 Monkland 662.
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squalid towns, where before there had been only
squalid villages or barren land.

In 1839 the ifan works with which Govan has
been both blessed and cursed were being rapidly
extended; "The iron works of Mr. William DiXon
claim a more particular description.... He has
erected two hot blast furnaces in the immediategfx 6J
neighbourhood of his extensive collieries in tﬁis {
parish. Other two are now erecting and will be
in operation in the course of a few weexks. His
intention is to erect eight in all, each of which
will produce the average quantity of 4000 tons of
pig iron annually. Near his blast furnaces Mr. Dixon
is likewise constructing a bar iron manufactory in
which he will have forty two puddling furnaces.

These if kept constantly at work, will make according

to the lowest calculation 400 tons of bar iron weekly.(l)
This is objectively recorded but the emphasis is

on production; there is an undertone of praise

for enterprise so outstanding.When we come to

consider child labour we shall take note of another

aspect of the collieries which the minister does not

mention.

(1.) N.S.A. VI Govan 697,
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The idea that an employer of labour might
be also an exploiter of labour did not cuickly become
articulate in an age of swiftly increasing properity.
In Scotland, apart from Robert Owen and later Carlyle,
the economic awakening was diverced from the intellectual
life; 1in a wider sphere Shelley's famous call to
révolél%as within an agrarian, not an industrial
context. The clergy were so aware of the benefits of
employment that they are not shrewd observers of
exploitation. In their view, a community might well
be grateful to the discoverers and organisers of
the new sources of wealth with which it was being
enriched. To found and factory was to bless one's

feliow men.

Thus, as we shall see, no comparison. of
wages and profits 1s to be found within the scope of
their survey. It was enough that more people were
being employed and that, in appearance at léast, and
on the whole, the spectre of want which had so long
haunted the country, was being laid. Greenock,
for example was held to be deeply in the debt of
these who founded her mills.

(1."Men of England, wherefore plough
For the Lords who lay ye low?"
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"o the enumeration which has now been
given of the manufactories in Greenock, we add the
following‘description of the splendid cotton works
recently erected on Shaw's water by a few gentlemen
residing in the town who feel a lively interest in
promoting its prosperity." (1)

Under conditions of employment relative
to the times the modern world welcomes its new
industries. When society at large made no provision
for its ablépbodied unemployed, the ascription of w.(
high patriotism to the men who opened up new fields |
of wealthAis scarcely surprising: "Mer Humphrey I
Fulton of Maxwelltown, Paisley was the first who
introduced the silk manufacture into Scotland.....

In company with his two sons he often employed from

400 to 600 looms, and in the various branches of the
manufacture gave daily tread to 1000, frequently

1500 people. Many with him have merited of their
family; few have deserved better of their countfy."(z)

In the case of Barrhead it was the
minister himself who brought about the Industrial
Revolution within his parish. "Manufactures -
These form the chief destinction of this parish.

(1.) N.S.A. VII Greenock 442.
(2.) N.S.A. VIII Paisley 270.
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About the year 1767 or 1768 the idea was entertained
of making this parish a manufacturing one. The
Rev. Mr., Henry Miller a man of great spirit and
enterprise, having succeeded to the fortune of his
late brother, the celebrated bookseller in the Strand
London, projected an inkle factory, and established it,
with some of the influential heritors as co—partners."(l)

There are indications here of a planned economy
just as there are instances of villages and towns laid
out in accordance with the lights of the times and the
disposition of the lairds and industriglist who planned
them. Here the minister and his heritors have treated-
the parish as a development - area but, (as we shall. see, in
studying the moral and physical effects of industry, )

his scheme by no means worked out to the satisfaction

of his successor some sixty years later.

A survey of the favourable reception accorded
by the clergy to the new industries would not be
complefe without some instances of their enthusiasm
for invention. Whether it was the spirit of the times

or the nature of their task as statisticians there

(1.) N.S.A. VIII Neilston 335,
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is nothing more prominent in the accounts of growing

parishes than lists of the inventlons and processes

which initiated and stimulated the growth of industry.

Clerics themselves made notable contributions. It

was the Rev. Dr, Cartwright who invented the power loom

and took out many patents in the field' of textiles.

In 1827 the Rev. Patrick Bell of Carmyllie produced a

reaping machine "to mitigate the incessive toil of the

harvester" for which he took no patent. "Forty years

later he was presented with £1,000 subscribed by Scottish

agriculturalists in recognition of his services"gl)
A minister was credited with a méjor contribution

to the improvement of the blast-furnace: "Mr. Stirling

one of the ministers of Kilmarnock, in December 1816,

obtained a patent for his" invention of diminishing

the consumption of fuel," The great principle of

Mr. Stirlings patent was that a constant stream of heated

alr might be kept uﬁ by its being passed through long

and narrow flues, alternateiy heated by which a more

intense heat might be produced with less expenditure

of fuel. This was the first patent taken out for the

(1.) Mackinnon Op.Cit 67.
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n (1)

application of heated air to furnaces.
While one minister refers to the ™mania™ (2)fop
railways, more were concerned like the minister of
Cambusnethan, previously quoted, that their parishes might
reap tue full benefit of this amazing revolution in
transport. The minister of Greenock foresees the enormous
advantages of linking Edinburgh and Glasgow by rail:
"Bvery addition made to the means of communication is a
béon conferred on the districts to which it is applicable ;..
When tﬁé Edinburgh and Glasgow railway shall be opened
the number of travellers will be still more augmented;
the communication between the East and West coasts will
be more frequent and all the towns on the whole line of
railway will profit.by this beautiful invention of.
modern times."(3)
A new development in the canal system was
actually planned by a minister: '"When the improvements
above-mentioned are complete. (l.s. the deepening of

the river Cart linking Paisley with the Clyde)"

(1.) N.S.A. VI 01d Monkland 660,
(2.) N.S.A. VIT Neilston 340.

(3.) N.S.A. VII Greenock 454,
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It is expected, that a plan suggested by Dr. Boag

in the former Statistical Account, by which the inhabitants
of Paisley may reap the full benefit of the completion

of the great canal between Forth and Clyde, wiil also

be carried into effect. It is the formation of a branch
from the great canal to the Clyde, to terminate as nearly
opposite to the mouth of the Cart as the ground will
permit; the advantages of which must be great".(l)

The full enthusiasm for inve.tion and industrial
expansion is best seen in Dr., Macfarlan's account of
Glasgow. In the progress of the Industrial Revolution
the city was éeveral decades in front of the rest of
Scotland. Forty pages are devoted to commerce and
manufacture; only twenty are given to history. A
noted statistician.James Cleland L.L.D. colaborated with
the minister of the Cathedral in compiling the account.

In all likelihood he contributed most of the industrial
information. But the editorship of Dr. Macfarlan =
giving such large room to industry - shows that he
relished the idea of Glasgow flourishing by’means quite

additional to the preaching of the word. The history

(1.) N.S.A. VII Paisley 147.
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of the various trades of Glasgow, their advances and

recessions the effect of the union, the passing of the

staple industry from tobacco, through cotton to iron, is

set forth at length. And one quotation will serve to

illustrate fhe pride of the authors in Glasgow's industrial

pre-eminence: = "On the expiration of the exclusive

privilege, the engineers of this city commenced making

steam-engines; and to such an extent is this business

carried on here for every part of the country that there

are now fourteen firms, who make steam-engines or mill

machinery. Some of the works are more like national

than private undertakings. Three houses alone employ )

upwards of 1000 persons in this important branch of trade."'u}

To compare the works to national undertakings shows how

greatly the writer was impressed.by their extent. He

felt himself invested with a kind of vicarious glory

in the achievements of his t ownsmen, ()
Interest in inventions runs high in Glasgow

Account. Here 1is a shrewd observation on the important

change that machines brought to the labour problem.

"In 1767, Mr. Hargreaves invented the Spining jenny. @Xf“
r s

(1.) N.S.A. VI Glasgow, 140.
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This machine though of limited powers when compared with
the beautiful inventions which succeeded it, must be
considered as the first and leading step in the progress
of discovery which carried improvements into every branch
of the manufacture changing as it proceeds, the nature
and character of the means of production by substituting
mechanical operation for human 1abour"(l) This acute
insight into the significance of the machine is not
followed (as we might have wished) by any enlargement
upon the social problem it created nor upon the para&m&
that labour saving devices attracted more labourers wherever
they were introduced, We shall deal later with the
attitude of the clergy to the unemployed and to the new
poverty which existed alongside industry. But it must
be said that the Accounts in general are more conscious
of the prosperity brought by industry than of the
distresses it created.

Amongst a galexy of talent which included Bell
of the Comet and Macintosh of the waterproof, primacy
in invention amongst Scotsmen is generally given to
James Watt. The Accounts give him a higher place (2)than

he would now be accorded in the ranks of famous Scotamen.

(1.) N.s.A. VI Glasgow 141.

(2.) His fame exceeds that of all the warriors
and statesmen of Scotland N.S.A. VII 418.
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"his inventions ... besides the ingenuity and beauty
of contrivance which they possess have had an influence
upon the circumstances of this country and of mankind
far more important than that produced by any other
mechanical discovery." (1%his is high praise - from
- Glasgow which made such ample use of his discovery - but
the minister of Greenock, Watts native place, quotes
from a French writer, a eulogy that now seems excessive.
"Man formerly spoke of the Augustan age and the age
of Louis XIV. Some great men have ere now maintained
that it would be right to say" the age of voltaire,
of Rousseau, of Montesquiey. For my own part I
have no hesitation in predicting, that when to the
immense services already rendered by the steam-engine
shall be added all the wonders which it yet holds in
prospect, grateful nations will also speak of the ages
of Papin and Watt."(2)

We have dwelt at length upon invention because
the statistical writers dwell at length upon it and display what

may best be termed a strong Promethean interest. If the

(1.) N.S.A. VI Glasgow 142.
(2.) N.S.A. VII  Greenock 122.
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monks introduced agriculture into many areas there is
reason to believe that, (by their keen interest}the
clergy of Scotland did much to promote the growth of its
manufactures. The most obscure foreman who impfoves
a process is to them a great benefactor. '"One of the
greatest of those ingenious artisans and mechanics to
which this parish has given birth was the late
Mr. John Robertson, foreman to James Orr, Esqg., of
Crofthead. A self-acting mule had long been a
desideratum in cotton spining for more than half a century.
What neither Crompton of Boiton; nor Kelly of Glasgow;
nor Buchanan of Catrine; mnor Eaton of Derby; nor
M., de Jonge, an ingenious Frenchman, nor Roberts of Manchester,
nor even the talented Mr. Smith of Deanston Works, could
do with all their skill - Mr. Robertson single-~handed and
alone accomplished.(l)ln a statement like this there is
enthusiasm fbr mechanical skill:and zeal for local talent
has destroyed historical perspective.

What was it the clergy approved in all this
vast change which they saw taking place? They had, it

seemg.a great desire to see the resources of their parishes

(1.) N.s.A. VII 326,
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fully developed, and the people to whom they ministered
better served with employment. This was in turn to
be the basis of better food, clothing and subsistence in
general. They had in mind the increased wealth and
status of their towns and villages and the prestige of
Scotland itself - for a developed country regards its
undeveloped neighbour with disdain. It was their obvious
intention that neither their parishes nor their country
should fall behind in the race for prosperity.
Competition was in the air, the elation of an expanding
economy and industry had both its moral and materisl
rewards. The minister of Greenock provides us with a
summary of their outlook: "Enjoying those advantages,
Greenock will, we trust, continue to hold her place in
the mighty competition which, if it has not already
commenced, is already approaching, and will rise to still
higher emimence than she has yet attained. That this
may be her lot is the earnest wish of the writer of this
account, " (1)

We have already seen that the warnings

implicit in the Book of Genesis and the Prometheon myth

were largely unheeded at the beginning of the Industrial era =

(1.) N.S.A. VII 492,
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by the world and by the church; machines and inventions
recelved ehe blessing of the clergy. "With veneration
not far removed from worship we look upon mighty

engines, mammoth bridges, terrific forges, upclimbing
steeps of masonry; and the tendency is to exalt man and
let God down. Watt, Stephenson, Arkwright, Wheatstone,
Faraday, Lord Kelvin, these be thy Gods, O Israel, which
brought thee up out of the Medieval bondagé."

That note can be detected in some of the previous quotationst
with their great zeal for invention and economic expansion.
The religious consciousness of the time may have been

too much concerned with /gugu/u.{m ; too little with fJ//:?/OIS.
There was very little anticipation of the 1ills that would
attend this new exercise of human ingenuity. The
factories which gave work were also a new sphere for

the predatory instincts and one more complex and
difficult to investigate than the feudal economy they had
finally dispelled. It is arguable that hesitation

and misgiving as to the new developments, on the part of
the spiritual 1eaders might have led to less haste, to

a more contfolled expansion and a greater humanitarianism

in the methous of the new industrial system.

1. Selby Op.Cit 174.
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To improve the material prosperity of the
areas of which they had spiritual charge was, however, no
mean ambition. We have said their outlook was
Deuteronomic, but the quotations show it also to be
pragmatic. As the ministers of Glasgow in the Nineteen
thirties welcomed the opening of Hillington Industrial
Estate so their forbears hailed the advent of every
new industry; as the Presbytery of Dunoon protested against
the closing of Clyde piers so, it may be said, their
predecessors applauded their erection. They deplored
the deserted village. They came also to deplore the
overcrowding of towns and cities. Their zeal for
eXpansion was disinterested. Since industry, unlike
agriculture, Wasvnever tithed and there was no question
of its being so, vecuniary considerations scarcely
influenced their outlook. The feuing of glebes for
factories and housing may have begﬁh to operate but
it had not assumed major proportions at the time of the
Statistical Accounts; it does not enter into their
computations of stipend. There was, of course, very often
a friendship between ministers and the "rich men furnished

with ability" who founded or controlled the mills and
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whose Christian liberality though not directly affecting

the Beheficéd clergy, was of enormous weight in matters

like Church Extension and in the poor's funds administered

By Kirk Sessions. Yet it was:grsomewhat disinterested

enthusiasm, that they sought the development of their parishes

just as from patriolism they desired the greater wealth,

power and enlightenment of their country: Scotland was

- to flourish