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THE ENGLISH BIBLE : ITS CONRIEUTION
TO THE
ART AND SCIENCE OF MEDICIRKE

INTRODUCTION

The Blble has mot received due sppreciation in ore
domai n - that of ite references to the Art and Science
of Medicinre, Naturally, men have rot regarded it as a
scientific book and it mwekes m claim to be such, but
there 1s much in it which surprises and rewards the scient-
ific student on a diligent perusal of 1ts pages,

For solie reason also the Bible has been dismissed in
somewhat cavalier fashion by certain writers of Medical
Hi story, In one History of Mecdicine the author states, "The
ancient Jews, like other Semitic peoples, were mt pathfinders
in medicine,..ID orly one branch, public hygiene, were early
Jews pre-emi nent; 2long this line they enjoy the reputation
of belng creators, "

Arother medical historian tells how he made 2 compilation
of the medical references in the ancient classics, but adds
that the Bible was a disappointment because of the pegcity
of 1ts medical allusions,

A third writer states, "There are very few biblical refer-
ences to the facts of anatomy and physiology." One wnders
how he mi ssed St, Paul's fairly rmumerous remarks embracing

these very subjects, €.8.,4



*"The whole body fitly Jjoired together and commacted
by that which every joint sunplieth, according to
effectual vworkirg ir the measure ot every »nart,
mek eth increase of the body." TFphesians 4:16,

Or "The head, from which all the body by joints and
bands havirg rouri shment mini stered and knit to-
gether, increaseth," Cologsians 2:19.

The comparionship of the physician Luke for over twenty
years left an indelible impression on St, Paul's recentive
mind, as one wuld expect,

Against the foregoing statements of certaln writers may
be placed that of a recent author vwho remarks, "Ir some
respects the kvl edge of disease of the Israelites was
truly remarkable, Moses and his assistants were good clin-

jcians s far as ebeservation was concerrned,"

Bible and Primitive Medical lMethods contrasted

To one who has first-hand krorledge of the crude, futile
and often cruel medicel methods mrevalent amorngst primitive
peoples, it comes as a striking contrast that there is m
trace of such methods in Bible literature, It wuld be a
simple watter to harrow feelings by narrating the expedients
resorted to by practitioners of sorts among Negro and Bantu
peoples, One 1lifts the curtain orly a 1little: The writer has
cournted 134 krife cuts on the legs of a smwall girl, Those
cuts renreserted the attempts of a native doctor to banish
the gnawing vain in the bones which accomparies syphilitic
di sease. In South Africa a Furopean doctor went to see a

native doctor at work, A yolng voman came forward complaining

of severe headache, The native medico told her to kneel. He



then took a dirty krife and made two cuts cross-wise down to
the bone in the forehead, The cure for pain ir the head? Mothirg
csimpler - let it out!

Ever in nations which can boast a more or less civilised
past we find rude treatments, Too often they take the form of
filth therspy.

One turns from the throwing of bones, the wearirg of charms
and amulets, the welter of superstition, the admini strationof
vile concoctions and one is gladdened to firnd that there are
rone such in Bible pages; rather the principles erunciated are,
in many instances, the nrinciples of modern medical methods in
the Western "orld, and in other instances modern medicine is
definitely foreshadowed: anti-sepsis, incineration, muararntine,
strict public health measures, the danger of disease finding a
suitable nidus for its growth in blood, insect and animal trans-
mj.ssion of sicknesses, compensation and redress for injury, the
services of ambulance and hospitalisation, the accessories of
mrsing and defraying of costs, and many other modern nrincivnles
and practices - all are found in the Book which we have reasd
for other purposes than medical education,

It is sigrnificant that we find in the Bible that the sick
are enjoined on occasions to wash, It is altogether foreign to
the thought of primitive slck peoples to wash their bodies rhile
they are 111, The writer has often had to send natients to bathe
before it was possible to attempt a dlagmsis of their comnlaints,

Again, the natives of West and South Africa have a definite
rule in midwifery that the umbilical cord is mt to be cut till



the after-birth has come away, The child may be left lying

or the mud floor of the hut for hours, if there is delay in
the extrusion of the placenta, The uncut umbilical cord is
mentioned once in the Bible - Book of FEzekiel 16:4 - but there

it 1 s mentioned as an emphatic illustration of gross negl ect,

(linical Signs and Symptoms

The clinicsl descrintions in the Bible in many cases make
a moderr diagmslis easy, Jawmes Oollier, formerly Physician
to the National Hospital, Queen's Sguare, London, in vriting
the chapter on Fpilepsy in "A Short History of sowe Gommon
i seases" stated -
"Full conversance with the clinical features of epilepsy
is shown in many ancient writings, mne of which describe
epilepsy o completely or in so few vords as that irn the
ni nth chapter of St, Mark's Gospel, which, with two
addi tions from St, Matthewts and St. Luke's versions of
the same story, form so full a summary of events in
epilepsy as forbld omission in any history of the subject."
In following descriptions given in Bible pages of dl seases,
arrival at the diagmsis is at times easier than followi ngthe
rationale of the treatment employed. It will be admitted that
thig is in keeping with medical progress generally, Diagrosis
is almwost invariably in advance of treatment; the latter may
be empirical for a long time,
As was to be expected, the signs and symptoms of tropical
and sub-tropical diseases are prominrent in biblical accounts

of allments; but many of the comnmon conditions of modern

times are al =0 encountered, This 1is in keeping with what is
found in tropical and sub-tropical countries to-day. The



doctor who has his npractice ir such regions is struck by

the rumber of patients who consult him on account of rheuma-
tism, tuberculosis, gastritis and such like afflictions, "e
have mo cases in the Bible which suggest cancer or aprendi-
citis, It is rare to find cases of such maladies among Africans
to-day 1f they have kept to their primitive ways, particularly
in regard to food,

The di seases ermumerated in Holy W"rit cover the various
systems of the human body - alimentary, circulatory, &eletal,
nerwus, renal, glandular and reproductive, There are mt the
fine distinctions of kindred types which present-day wedical
sclence has el aborated, but there are interesting accounts of
well-k mwn and lesser-krown troubles which arrest the attention

of those trained in the medical art,

The Value of the Study

It may be asked what benefit such a study as this can
afford? 4Apart frowm the fact that ancient literature vhich
has survived the ravages of the centuries has usually done
so because of intrinsic merit, the assertion can be made that
the respect which the Bible has acquired in many fields will
mt be lessened by a study of its pages from a medical stand-
point, and, in addition, such a study, while found to be inten-
sely interesting, way be of real vractical value, To 1llustrate:
Sir ™11iam Macewen once asked Colonel Liston, the authority
on Plague, to address his class in Glasgow University. Colonel
Liston described the early researches in regard to Plague in

India, and spoke of almost tw years spent before the part



played by the rat and rat flea was discovered. He polnted

out how this period of time, and many lives, might have been
saved 1 f the indication given in the First Book of Samuel as
to the agent of plague transmi ssion had been taken up, Thus
it was only at the beginning of the present c_entury that the
connection between emerods - buboes - and rodents was real-
ised, and yet that fact is mted far back in the 0ld Testament
record,

That there is a vast continent separating the cultured
Furonean from a lovwly member of a savage race will be readily
admitted, The difference, however, is mt greater than that
between a witch doctor, with his hideous paraphernalia and
agoni sed victims, and the humane priestly medical of the 01d
Testament, In Bible accounts there is added to the oriecstly-
medical of the Mosalc dl spensation that courtly exponent of
the Greek Medical School - the beloved physician Luke, And
beyond comparison even with these, there i1 s the superb atti-
tude and perfect manner - ©bedside manner, if one wishes the
term - shown in the story of the raising of the daughter of
Jairus, of Him "ho wherever He went was besi eged by the di seas-
ed, and of %hom we are told that when He went forth He "saw
a great multitude, and was moved with compassion toward them,

and He healed their stck.," Matt, 14:14,

The Course of the Present study

In the follovwing pages the Bible 1is largely left to speak
for itself, Medical and Biblicab study and the experience of

a nuarter of a century in service as a mi ssionary doctor
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among primitive tribes in Africa - first in Calabar ard
later in Bechuanaland Protectorate - are drawn upon to

clarify certain points,

The Sections are listed according to the subjects of the
Medical Curriculum, namely, MEDICINE : SURGERY : MID"LFERY ¢
THE SPECTALTIES - Ophthalmology; Ear, Throat and Mose; In-
sarity; Diseases of Children; and Skin Diseases ¢ MEDICAL

JURISPRUDENCE : PUBLIC HEALTH : MATERTA MEDICA AND THERA-
PEUTICS : PATHOLOGY ¢ -ANATOMY s AND PHYSIOLOGY. In addition,

there are chapters on the BASIC SCIENCES - Botanyy; 7oologys
Physicsy; and Chemi stry,
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"Jesus went about all the cities and villages,
teaching in thelr synagogues, and preaching
the Gospel of the kingdom, and healing every
si ckness and every di sease, among the people.”
Matt, 9:%5.

"And there came a leper to him, beseeching
him, and kneeling down to him, and saying
unto him, If thou wilt, thou canst make me
clean, And Jesus, moved vith compassion, put
forth his hand, and touched him, and saith
unto him, T will; be thou clean, And as
s00n as he had spoken, immediately the leprosy
departed from him, and he was cleansed, ‘Arnd he
straitly charged him, and forthwith sent him
away; And saith unto him, See thou say rothing
to any man: but go thy way, show thyself to
the priest, and offer for thy cleansing those
things which Moses commanded, for a testimony
unto them, But he went out, and began to pub-
lish it much, and to blaze abroad the matter,
insomuch that Jesus could o more opernly enter
into the city, but was without in desert places:
and they came to him from every quarter,"

Mark 1:40-45.
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MFDICINE
SECTION 1 GEEERAL

Speclfic Diseases 3 Mostly Infectious or Contagious

It was to be expected that prominence be given in Bible
pages to di seases which devastated the country of Palestine
and adjoining lands, and which decimated the popul ations,

One has orly to read Pepys' Diary to see how the arrival
of Plague in Britaln caused vanic among the irhabitants of
this country, Parmic was rone the less among the Phili sti nes,
who were the hereditary enemies of Israel. It is mt suroris-
ing that there was alarm among the Philistines vhen Plague
was spreading from city to clty in their 1and, Quite evidently
they knew the signs and symptoms and also the vectorsof the
di sease, The Bible narrative - abbreviated - 1s as follows:

"The hand of the Lord was against the city vith a
very great destruction: and he smote the men of the
city, both small and great, and they had ewerods
(buboes) in their secret parts...And the men that
died ot were smitten with the emerods: and the cry
of the city went up to heaven,..Then said they, ™hat
shall be the trespass offering?...They (the priests
and dlviners) answered, Five golden emerods, and
five golden mice,.,Therefore ye shall wake images
of your emerods, and images of your wmice which mar
the land," 1st Samuel 5th and 6th chapters,

"ile the Israelites were in thelr desert wanderings
there were four outbresks of Plague, See Book of Nimbers
11:3%; 14:%7; 16:46; 25:9. The first may have been con-
tracted from the quails; the fourth could possibly be traced
to a breach of the Law in mixing with the Moabites, It has

been averred that the destruction of the army of Sennacheribdb

was al s> due to this cause, 2 Kings 19:%5,
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Lenrosy is often referred to in the Bible, It is apparent
that it was much feared, as it still is in countries where
it 1s endemic, | "hile other conditions were included under
the term 'leprosy' there can be m doubt about the prevalence
of leprosy in Bible times and lands, Segregatior in the case
of the wuspected leper was most rigidly enforced, (See Section
on Public Heslth), That leprosy was considered one of the
direst of afflictions is seen in the anxious exclamation of
Aaron when he saw signs of the dreaded di sease in his of ster
Mriam -

"Aaron looked unon Miriam, and, behold, she was
leprous, And Aaron said unto Moses, Alas! my lord,
I beseech thee, 1ay mt the sin upon us... Let her
mt be as ore dead, of vhom the flesh is half con-
sumed when he cometh out of his mother's vonmb,"
Mumbers 12:10 - 172,

The estimatior of the conditionis al= seen in the bitter
wrds of the supposed Leper Psalw -

"My soul is full of troubles: and my life draweth
righ unto the grave, I am courted with them that
go down into the pit: I am as a man that hath r
strength, Free among the dead, like the slzin that
lie in the grave, wvhom thou rememberest m more:
and they are cut off from thy hand, Thou hast 1sid
me in the lowest pit, in darkness, &n the deeps...
Thou hast put mine acguaintance far from me; thou
hast made me ar abomination unto them: I am shut
up and I canrot come forth," Psalm 88:3-8,

Mo type of patient seems to have more readily excited
the compassion of Jesus tharn the leper -

"Ard as he entered into a certain villege, there
met hiw ten men that were lepers, vhich stood afar
off: And they lifted up their wices, and saiq,
Jesus, Master, have mercy on us, And wher he saw
them, he said unto them, CGo show yourselves unto
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the priests, And it came to pass, that, as they went,
they were cleansed, And one of them, wher he saw that
he was healed, turred back, and with z loud voice
glorified God, And fell down on his face at his feet,
giving him tharks: and he was a Samaritan, And Jesus
answering gaid, Were there rot ten cleansed? but vwhere
are the mMne? There are rot found that returred to give
glory to God, save thic stranger, And he said unto him,
Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee vhole,"
Luke 17:12-19,

The benefits of clearliness in deeling vith leprosy are
clearly indlcated ir the Levitical Law, and the association
of the cure with bathing in the case of Naawan - 2 Kings 5 -
is mt without slgrificance.

Job!'s Disease : Yaws or Fromboesia

It has been suggested that Job's affliction was leprosy
or elephantiasis, but modern research rather indicates that
it was Yaws, This affliction is widely prevalent in many
tropical countries; in certain areas few children escape, It
was a commoll experience of the wvriter vhile in Calabar to
treat scores of such patients every morning for months orn end,
Job's action in taking a potsherd and scraping the 'sore boilst
is of interest in view of the fact that, irn areas to which
Furopean medicine has mt penetrated, the native treatment for
this disease is to hold the child down and subject hiw or her
to the excruciating sgony of having the sores scraped vwith a
rough stone,

Oriental Sore or Tropical Ulcer

There are a number of references in the Bible to ulcerative

condi tions, There are those who suggest that Job's di sease

wert on to Oriental Sore or Tropical Ulcer, and they affirm
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thelir contention by the signs and symtoms givern in Job's own
words -

"Satan,,, smote Job with sore boils from the sole of
his foot unto his crown, And he took him a potsherd
to scrape himself vithal. Job 2:7 & 8.

My roarings are poured out like waters, Z:24,

The arrows of the Alwighty are withirn me,,the terrors
of Cod do set themselves ir array against me, 6:4,
Wearl some nights are appointed to me, ™hen I lie dovwn,
I say, "hen shall I arice, and the right be gone? and
I am full of tossirge to and fro unto the dawvning of
the day, My flesh is clothed »ith worms and clods of
dusts my skin is broken ard become loathsome, (My skin
closeth up and breesketh out afresh -R.V.) 7:3 - 5.
Thou hast filled me with wrirkles, which 1s a wvitness
against we: and my leanness rising up 1n we beareth
vitrness to my face, His archers compass me round sbout:
he ©leaveth my reins asunder, and doth mt spare; he
poureth out my gall unon the ground, 16:8 & 173,

My breath is strange, 19:7. By the great force of my
di sease is wy garment changed (disfigured - R.VJ): it
birdeth me about as the collar of my coat., My Kinis
black upon me (falleth frow me - R.,V,), and my bones
are burned with heat.," 20:18 & %0,

Boils and Carbuncles

Ore can hardly excuse the cowardice of King Hezekiah in
turring his face to the wall and weeping sorely at the thought
of death coming to him, But the depression and the great 4 s-
confort which accompany a carbuncle must be adwitted, The
aonlication of a 'lump of figs' to the carbuncle and the sub-
sequent recovery of the patient is worthy of mtic_e. See

? Kings 20:1-7. The vwriter on wedical matters in "Hadtings
Di ctionary of the Bible" suggests that Hezekiah's 'boil' may
have been the bubo of Plague,

Dysentery - Chrorniec anrnd Acute

Chronlc dysertery has been judged the di sease producing

the wiserable conditiorn of Jehoran as narrated irn the 7 st
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chapter of the Secord Book of Chronicles, Evidently nrolapsucs—
ari was present in the l1ater stages of the di sease, and one
does mt wonder that the curtain is rung down with the state-
ment "he died with =ore di seases.,"

jcute Dysentery afflicted the father of Publius, whom Paul

cured after the shipwreck at Melita (Malta), His condition
1 s described as that M"of a fever and of a bloody flux", but
the Revised Bible states that he lay "sick of a fever and
dysentery," Acts 28:8,

Anterior Poliomyelitis 1s belleved to be represented at least

twice in the New Testament, 1. The man with the withered hand
whom Jesus cured, The first three Evangelists all relate this
cure, but Luke, true to the mting of detall which his profess-
ion engenders, alone states that it was the man's right hard
which was affected. Luke 6 : 6 - 10.

? The patient 1ying at the Pool of Bethesda who had the
cordition thirty-eight years, John 5 : 2 - 15,
Spinal Merirgitis has been read into the descrintionof his

servant's 111l ness,as given by the Centurion of Capernaum: "Lord,

my servant lieth at home sick of the pilsy, griewusly tormented, "
) M'atto 8 pd 5 - 131

Tetamus has ail so been suggested as this patient's sickness.

Swmall-pox of the confluert type has been cited as covering the

sad condition vortrayed in the 28th Psalm - 2 -~ 11 ~ with its
final words, "My lovers and friends stand aloof from my sore, "
Perhaps this Psalm calls for more than a cryptic quotationof

its ending, for the words leading un to that ending are:
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"Thy hand presseth me sore. There is o soundness in
my flesh,..neither is there any rest in my bornes ...
My wounds stirk and are corrupt...I sm troubled: I am
bowed down greatly...For my loins are filled with a
lozthsome di sease: ard there is m soundness in my
flesh, I am feeble and sore broken: I have roared by
reason of the di souietness...My heart panteth, my
strength faileth me: as for the light of wine eyes,
it is alwo gore from me," Psalm 38 : 2 - 10,

Mal arial Fever eviderntly was resoonsible for the sickness

of Peter's wife's mother, as recorded in the first chapter
of the Gospel according to St. Mark, and which fever Jesus
o thoroughly cured that the fever left her immediately and
she was able to rise at once anc mini ster to her guests,

Thomson in his "Land and the Book" - page %56 - provides
-evidence for the belief that around Cap erraum, vhere Peter's
mother-in-1aw 1ived, were marshes vhich probably were the
breeding grounds of the malarial carrying mosguito.

The Psalwmi st gives A vivid picture of a debilitating con-
dition vhich wight be brought on by walari a1l fever: "He wesk-
ened my strength i the way: he shortened my days., I said, 0

my God, take we mt away in the midst of my days.” Psa,10?: 23&74,

Vernereal Di ceases, It has been guestioned if the writers in

biblical times knew of veneresl disease, but that they mted
a conrection between vice and di sease is indicated by the words:
"Fool sy, becauce of thelr transgressiorn and becaucse of
their imouities, are afflicted, Their soul abhorreth
all marrer of meat:; and they draw near unto the gates
of death," Psalm 107:17 & 18.
And the words of 7ophar in the Book of Job could hardly
be stronger or more nointed:

"Hi s (the wicked man's bones are full of the sinof
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his youth, which shall 1ie down with him ip the dust,
Though wickedness be sweet in his mouth, though he
hide 1t under his tongue,..¥Yet his wmeat in his bowels
is turred, it is the gall of asps within him,"
Job 20:11 - 14,
Solomon al so related licentiousness with an ultimate
pathological state:
"Remove thy way far frow her (the strange woman), and
come ot nigh unto the door of her house; Lest thou
glve,..thy years unto the cruel,..And thou mourn at
last, vhen thy flesh and thy body are consumed,"
Proverbs 5:8 - 11,
Srmowmman in his "Short History of Talwudic Medicinen
throws 1ight on the closing words of the lurid description
of the enticements of the womwan of easy virtue, and what
they lead to in the case of "a young mwan wid of understandingv,
as portrayed in the seventh chapter of the Book of Proverbs,
Smowman explains that ™ on biblical times the liver was symbol-
ised as an erotic organ'", hence folomon adding: "He goeth
after her straightway, as anox goeth to the slaughter, or

as a foonl to the correction of the stocks; Till a dart strike

thmugh his liver," Proverbs 7: 2% & 24,

Gomrrhoea may be read into the Levitical Law where it spenks
of uncleanness of issue, with or vithout breaking down of
tissue., It has been postulated that the slaying of all the
mn-virgi ns, as narrated in Mmbers #:1-19, was an attempt
to ronot out venereal taint, The prophylaxis of gomrrhoea al s
receives attention in the Law, and the grounds for divorce in
case of a partner having the di sease are al so di scussed, See

Issues in Leviticus chapter 15, and Diwrce in Deuterormuwy

chapter 24,



Plagues of Fgynt

The Plagues of Fgyrt form an interesting study.
Four of the ten 'Blagues' were nrobably defirite diseases:
the rewaining silx affected health indirectly,

Plagues directly affecting Plagues indirectly affecting
heal th hesalth

2, Lice or sandflies 1. Blood in rivers

4, Flies or mosquitoes 2. Frogs

6. Boils and blains 5. Mirrain of beasts

10. Death of firstborn 7. Heil

8., Locusts
9. Darkness
Plagues directly affecting health

The third plague, stated to have been lice, is thought by
some authorities to have been sandflies, That this sickness
i1is m small matter will be accepted by those who have exper-
ienced the 1ntense headache and prostration of sandfly or

three day fever, The fourth plague was probably mosqguitoes.

Perhaps m insect vector has been the cause of so much misery
to the human race as the mosquito, carrying, as certain species
do, malartial fever, yellow fever and elephantiasis, The sixth

plague - bolls and blains -may have been an ordinary pustul ar

condition, or it may have been venereal in nature and a cond-
eonation of the lewd practices of the Fgyptian priests., The

rash of swall-pox has al so been suggested, The tenth plague

- death of the firstborn, Pulmonary Plague, which is invariably

fatal, has been mted as the possible cause of this devastation,
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Others have seen a conriection between plagues nine and ten,

since the plague of darkness may well have been a severe

form of wind, kmwn as the hamein, The mortality of the
country was greatest at the time of the hawsin, for the temp-
erature was lowver than that of the rest of the year, Al
this wind carried a fine dust which gave rise to respiratory
troubl es.

Plagues indirectly affecting health

The first nlague - Rlood in the River Mle - has been associ-

ated with an emrmous increase of red crustaceans, which is

kmwn to occur regularly, The gecond plague — Frogs are very

common In tropicsl countries and they are usually very much

larger than those krownin temperate lands, The fifth plague

~ Murrain of Beasts - may have been anthrax, The severnth

plague — Hail - was probably of devastating onset. One hag

heard of peovle and animals battered to death on the South
African veld with the violence of large hail stones, The
eighth nlague - Invasion of focusts — ate up all the veget-

ation the hail had left, and thus famine conditions in the
land were intensified, The ninth+¢plague - darkness - may be

nartly explained by the rmotes added previously to plague ten,
Profesor D. M, Blair has an interesting mte on the semu-
ence of the Plagues of Fgypot, a mte which may well satisfy
the medical reader rather than the theories already exwounded
in these nages, Therefore I thirk it orly right to add that

mtes
"Tt has been pointed out that a certain medical sequence



runs through a number of the plagues, The first was
the turning of the water into blood, an orgaric fluid
which in that sub-tropical land quickly became putres-
cent and stark, Decomposing orgatric matter is a fav-
ourabl e breedi ng-ground for many kinds of undesirable
life, and there followed hordes of frogs which devel-
oped in the putrid waters, The frogs died and were
gathered together into decompvosing heaps, and the whole
land stark. The putrid earth became alive with lice,
and these may have been the larval forms of the swarms
of flies which followed, Flies, we kmow, are potent
carriers of infection, and may well have been the veh-
icles concerned it the spread of the septic infections
among anmimals and man in the plagues which next succ-
eeded, "

MEDICINE ¢ SYSTEMATIC

Di seases are often tabulated according to the various systems
of the human body, e find, as already stated, the diseases
emumerated i n the Bible cover these various systems - Alimen-
tary, Circulatory, Nerwus, Renal, Skeletal, Glandular and
Repaoductive. e shall consider examples found under these
varyi ng heads,

Alimentary Di seases., There are mt a great many references

to dl seases affecting the alimentary system, Dysentery has

been mentioned, St, Paul's remark about Timothy's gastric
condition is well krmown, and the prescrintion Paul gave has
proved acceptable to many with a like condition, and popul ar
vith others with quite other complaints: "Dritk m longer water,
but use a little wine for thy stomach's sake and thine often
infirmities,” 1 Timothy 5:23, It has been hinted, sowevhat
ingeniously, that Timothy's gastric condition produced a 1ack
of energy, which called forth Paul's exhortations as they are
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found in 1st Timothy 4:13 - 16, The African is often accused
of laziness when any inertia he shows may be traceable to an-
aemia frow vorm infection or malaria, or both,

The writeér of the Book of Proverbs warns that vowiting may
result from over-indulgence in honey: "Hast thou found ho ney?
eat so much as is sufficient for thee, lest thou be filled
therewith, and vomit it." Proverbs 75:16,

Jerewi sh has a reference vhich suggests flatulent distension

of the stomach ard bowels: "My bowels, my bowels! I am pained
very
at my'heart; my heart maketh a mwise in me," Jeremiah 4:19,

References to loss of appetite are contained in the wordss

"Hi s 11 fe abhorreth bread, and his soul dainty meat," Job *%: 70,
"Their soul abhorreth all manner of mweat; ard they draw near
unto the gates of death," Psalm 107:18,
Famine., In his Lamentations Jeremiah gives a vivid picture
of debility follewing upon fami ne conditionss
"The tongue of the sucking child cleaveth to the roof
of the mouth for thirst: the young children ask bread,
and m man bresketh it to them, They that did feed
delicately are desolate in the streets: they that
were brought up in scarlet embrace dunghills,"”
Lamentations 4:4 & 5.

"They that be slain with the sword are better than
they that be slain wlth hunger: for these pine away,
stricken through for want of the fruits of the earth,"

Lamentations 4 : 9,
Al coholism, Jeremiah spoke in his usual direct manner when
he sald, "Drirk ye, and be drurken, and spue, and fall, and
rlse m more," Jeremianh 25 : 27,
Isaiah also did mt wmince matters when he condemned the

drurk ards of Fphraim, and the priests and the pronhets for
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thelr addiction to alcohol:

"They al oo have erred through wine, and through strong
drirk are out of the way:; the priest and the pronhet
have erred through strong drirk, they are swallowed
up of wline, they are out of the way through strong
drirk:; they err in vislon, they stumble in judgment,
For all tables are full of womit and filthiness, so
that there is m place clean," Isatah 28:7 & 8.

Isaiah al .o adds: "A drurkebn man staggereth in his vomit,"
Isaiah 19 : 194,

The writer of the Book of Proverbs gives a fairly full
account of the signs of alcoholism, and he also comments on

1ts soporific effects

"who hath woe? who hath sorrow? who hath contentions?
who hath babblirng? who hath wounds without cause?
who hath redress of eyes? They that tarry long at .
the wine; they that go to seek mixed wine.
Look mt thou upon the vine vhen it is red, vhen it
giveth his colour in the cup, vhen it moveth itself
aright; At the last it biteth like a serpent, and
stingeth like an adder...
Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in the
midst of the sea, or as he that lieth upon the top
of a mast, They have stricken me, shalt thou say,
and I was mt slck; they have beaten me, and I felt
it rot: vwher shall I awske? I vill seek it yet again, "
Proverbs 2% : 29 - %5,

Circul atory Di seases figure in a rumber of instarnces in

Bible pages, Nabal, from his habits, canl be readily pictured
as subject to high blood pressure and brittle arteries, and
ove 1s mt surprised at his apopnlectic sel zure after an out-
burst of passionate anger, He see_ms to have been comato se
for ten days before he dled:

"Nabal's heart was werry within him, for he was very
drurken; vherefore she (Abigail - his wife) told hiw
mthing, less or more, until the morning 1ight, But
it came to pass in the morring, when the vine was

gove out of Nabal, and his wife had told him these
things, that his heart died within him, and he became
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as a stone, And it came to pass about ten days after,
that the Lord smote Nabal, that he died."
1 Samuel 73:%6-%3,

Apoplexy may als explain the deathsof Ananiss and Sepohira,
Acts 5 ¢+ 5 = 2,

Syncope. An instance of syncovpe may be seer in the fainting

of Jacob when told that his son Joseph was still slive: "Ard
they (Joseph's brothers) told him, saylng, Joseph is yet slive,
and he is govermr over a1l the 1and of Egypt. And Jacob's
heart fainted, for he believed them mt." Genesis 45 ¢ 76,

In l1ike manrer may be explained the tragic end of ¥li the
priest: "It came to pass, when he (the messenger) made wention
of the Ark of God, that Fli fell from off the seat backward
by the side of the gate, and his neck bresgk, snd he died; for
he was an old man, snd heavy.," 1 Samuel 4 : 18. As will be
seen 1n the Section on Midwifery, the dire news of the c_apture

of the Ark caused Fli's daughter-ir-law to give birth to her
| child, vhom she called I-che-bod - "Thy glory has departed" -
before che died,

A wlume icssued some years ago has an interesting naragraph
on the cause of the Death of Jesus:

"Somwe elghty years ago an Erglish wedical man, €troud,
in a treatise 'On the Physical Cause of the Death of
Jesus)y drew attention to the fact that there is such
a thing as heart rupture through intense physical or
mental anguish, He contended that orn such occasions
the heart bursts and the blood cortained in it flows
into the surrounding sac in which it separatec irnto
tvo substances, one being clotted and of the colour
of blood, 3and the other a pure, colourless substance
recsenbling water, And #f the sac thus filled should
be plerced by a sharp instrument there wuld flow
out both substances, which, to the ordinary spectator,
muld apoear as blood and water, This theory, which



was supported by eminent medical men, was anplied to
the death of Jesus to explain the cause of his guick
and sudden passing, To the soldiers it came as a sur-
prise to find Jesus dead when, since the esrly decease
of the pri soners was desired in view of the spnroaching
Feast-day, they arrived with the customary mallet to
bresk the victims' legs. Many pri soners rerainred or the
cross alive for dsys, but Jesus passed away within six
hours, Before He died, however, He cried aloud again
and agaln as if His strerngth were by m means exhausted,
but sudderly with a cry He 'yielded up the ghost.' And
whern the soldier plerced His side with a spear 'forth-
with came there out blood and water.!"

"The Humari smw of Jesus" - R,H.™. Shenherd,

This dlagmosis has been guestioned by Professor Rendle Short.

One difficulty which the vwriter of this Thesis finds is in
the fact that in anciert paintings of the Crucifixion of Jesus
the spear wound, which the Roman soldier wade by thrusting his
weapon into the side of Jesus, 1s almost invariably depicted
on the right side of Jesus,

Nerwus Diseases. The cases of nervous di sease irn the Bible

arrest attention, Neurasthernia might be read into the words:

"A trembling heart, and failirg of eyes, and sorrow of minds
And thy life shall harg in doubt before thee; and thou chalt

fear day and night, and shalt have m assurance of thy life."
Deuterormmy 28 : 65 & 66,

Angina pectoris has al 0 been cited as covered by the sbove

description,

Temporary Anhasia took place in the experiences of Ezekiel

- Fzekiel 3:26 - and Zecharias - Luke 1:5-2% & 57-66. The
cordition of gecharias is almost a 'book picture' of aphasia,
though curiously while the Aphasia lasted he seems mt to have

suffered from agraphia,



27
The Pronhet Zechariah threatens the 'idolt!' shenrherd with

heminlegia: "'oe to the idol (vorthless - R.V.) shenherd that

leaveth the flock!...His arm shall be clean dried uo, =and his
right eye shall be utterly darkened," Zechariash 11 : 17.

Brachiasl moroplegia fell unon King Jeroboam wher he commanded

the arrest of the wan who protested against the king's action
in offering incense at the false alter: "His hand, which he nut
forth against him, dried up, so that he could mt pull it in
again to him," 1 Kirgs 13:4, Paraplegia has been disgrosed

as the affliction of the man who was borre of the four undaunted
comparions wvho did mt stop at stricning the roof so that Jecsus
might be reached, Mark 2:3%11, The added word of Jesus to this
man, "Thy sins be forgiven thee" might be construed to imply
guilt, and this brings to mind the disease locomotor ataxia, Al so
the guestion is prompted, Is there a conrection between the bib-
lical phrase "visiting the inicuities of the fathers unon the
children" and the fact that of the dire nhysical scourges of the
wrld, e.g., carcer, leprosy, malaria, yaws, sleeping sl ck ness,
tuberculosls, syphilis, orly in the last - vhich is generally
contracted by moral default - is the disease found, with its
germs visible in the tissues of the newly born child?

Paranlegia from myelitis has been given as the sickness of Fnesas

whow Peter fourd had kept his bed for eight years, Acts 9:%%,

Trarce oY (Catalepsy. There are a number of descrintions of

a state of trance in Bible pages. Paul, in words which have been

much commented on ard frow which many deductions have been made
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tells of his vislons "whether in the body, or out of the body,
I canmot tell: God kmweth," 2 Cor, 12:1-6, In the case of
the Apocstle Peter the v}ord' 'trance' is employed twice over:s "I
was 1n the city of Joppa praylng: and In a trance I saw a
vision," Acts 11:% als Acts 10:10.

In the Book of Numbers we are told of Balaaw "The man who se
eyes are open hath said: He hath sald, which heard the words
of God, which saw the vision of the Almighty, falling into a
trance, but having his eyes open," Mmbers 24 : 3 & 4,

Temporary Amaurosis is mted in the section on Bohthalmology.

Other nervous conditions are dealt with in the sectionon In-
sarity,

Sunstroke, There can be little doubt that the Shunammite's
boy found the sun too strong for him when he followed his
father's reapers in the harvest field, and which caused hinm

to cry "My head, my head!"™ 2 Kings 4 : 19, It should be added

that fulmwinating cerebro-spinal mweningitis has also been given

as the dlagmsls of this boy's condition.
Mali ngering, Sir John Collie, in an admirable essay on this

subject, has observed: "Malingering is as old as Jacob and
Jacob flourished 2000 B.C., Jacob's fawurite wife, Rachel, mal-
ingered when she tried to secrete the idols which she stole
from her father Laban," The exact vords of Scrinture ares
"Mow Rachel had tsken the images, and put them in the camel's
furniture (saddle - Moffat's Translatiorn), and sat unon them,
And Lsban searched all the tent, but found them mt., And she

sald to her father, Let it mt di splease my lord that I canmt
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ri e up before thee; for the custom of mnen is unon re, And

he searched, but found rot the i1wages." Geresis Al:7%4 & %5,

Renal Disease. A reference in the seventh verse of the six-

teenth Pedlm to the reins instructing in the right season
has been held to bear out the corndition of di sturbed rest

which freguently accomparies kidney trouble,

Keletal Digseases. The Bible references to disenses involving

the bores are mostly in regard to conditions which debarred a
man frow entering the priesthood, even though he was of the
House or Tribe of Levi, from vhich tribe the priests were
recruited. Such conditions were described as 'flat msef

(saddle mse or cleft palate), 'broken footed' (talines or

club foot), 'bmken handed' (dropt wrist), and'Crookbackt’,
See Leviticus chanter 71,

Te are also told of the di sease which apneared in the feet
of Mephibosheth, which was a sequel to his nurse letting him
fall., 2 Samuel 4 : 4,

Jesus cured a woman of kyphosls who "was bowed together,
and could in m wlise 1ift herself up," Luke 1% : 11,

These skeletal conditions belong more to the Sections of
Surgery and Pathology, in vhich they will again be dealt with,

glandular Di sease., How far pitultary dl sturbance was respon-

sible for the gigantism of 0g King of Bashan, whose bed was
rine cubits in length - 13t feet - and four cubits in breadth
- 6 feet - 1s a guestion open to debate, Coliath al o might
be brought into the discussion, Deut, 3:11 & 1 Sam,17:328-51,
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Sentlity, The Bible's nicture of old age, as given in the
last chapter of the Book of Fcclesiastes, 1s unsumassed, if
at all equalled, in the vhole of the world's literature,
This extract deserves to be better krown and understood than
it seems to be in our day:

The keepers of the house tremble = trewbling arms of age

The strong men bow thsmsel ves = legs fTeeble

W

Grinders cease because few teeth gone

iy

Dark ened windows failing sight

oors shut in the streets when
sound of grinding is low

f

fallen-in mouth

i

Rise at the wice of the bird €l eepl essness

fi

Daughters of music brought low vocal chords affected

it

breathl essness

timidity

Afragd of that which is high

i

Fears shall be in the way

if

Almond tree shall flourish vhite or grey head

Grasshopper a burden = irritability

i)

Silver cord loosed spinal cord lacks tone

if

golden bowl broken brain impaired

Pitcher broken at fountain . = heart failing

n

"™heel broken at cistern prostatic erlargement
Feclesi sates 12 ¢ 2 - 6,
Armother vivid portrayal of senility or 0ld age is seen
in poor old Barzillal, who was conscious of going down the
other side of life's hill rapidly, when he renlied to King
David's kind invitation to come and stay with him as a guest:

"T aw this day four score years old: and canI

LS



di scern betveen good and evil? can thy servant
taste vhat I eat or what I drirk? can I hear any
more the wice of singing men and singing womer?
wherefore then should thy servant be yet a burden
unto my lord the king? cesLet thy servant, T nray
thee, turn back again, that I may die in wine own
city, and be buried by the grave of my father and
of my mother," ? Samuel 19 : %% = 27,

Poisons, Tt is mt surprising to hear that the Israelites
encountered snakes in their desert travels, as, for examle,
in Mumbers 71:6, And it is true to type to read, as inp
Paul's case, of a2 snake being encountered when he gathered
a bundle of sticks, That it must have been a deadly species
1s evident from the expectancy of the spectators that Paul
would swell rapidly and die quickly, People in countries
where snakes are common generally have a good kmrvledge of
the various kinds and of the poisomus and mun-poisomus types:
"*hen Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks, and 1aid
thewm on the fire, there came a viper out of the heat,
and fastened on his hand, And when the barbarians saw
the vermmmous beast hang on his hand, they said among
themselves, M doubt this man is a murderer, vhom,
though he hath escaped the sea, yet vengeance suffer-
eth mt to 1live., And he shook off the beast into the
fire, and felt m harm, Howbelt they looked when he
should have swllen, or fallen down sudderly: but
after they had looked a great vhile, and saw m harm
come to him, they changed their minds, and said that
he was a god," Acts 28 : % -
A vivid story of polsoning and recovery by the annlication
of an antidote 1s given in the Section of Materia ¥Medica
and Therapeutics, Also there we mte Christ's promise to Hic
di scivles: "They shall toke up serpernts; and if they drirk

any deadly thing, it shall mt hurt them," Mark 16 : 18,



Tynes of Patients cured by Jesus

The Bible records that Jesus cured 'divers diseases!,
There 1 s indeed variety in the types of patients He dealt
with, and this variety the Gospels reveal without further

comuent, Examples of the range of His cures are found in

Lameness Matt, 15: 3
Serile kyphosis Luke 13%:11-17%
Laceration of ear Luke 22:50 & 51
Fever Matt, 8:14 & 15
Leprosy Matt, 8: 2 & 3
Anterior poliomyelitis John 5H: ?2-14
Spinal meringitis Matt, 8: 5-173
Fpilepsy Mark 9:17-27
Paraplegia Matt, 9: 2-7
Maria Luke 8:76-3%6

Deafness & impediment in speech Mark 7:31-37

Blindness Matt, 9:27-3
Drop sy Luke 14: 2-4
Metrorrhagia Luke 8:4%2-48

Raising of Dead - Three cases Mark 5:25-4%
Luke 7:11-15
John 11:1-44
The above are orly examples of the types of patients
wvhich Jesus cured., Many of the cures mentloned are repeated
in the four Cosnel narratives and many instances givenof
the same afflictions which yielded to Christ'!s healing touch,

In this connection the comments of a recent vriter are to be

mteds
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nThe amazi ng character of Jesus' miraculous work
should mt blind us to the fact that He verformed
o wiracle when one was unneeded, and that He was
content to use vhere nracticable the ordi nary
means of relief krown to His time., "hen He demanded
of the demoriac '"Yhat is thy name?' it may well be
that He was simply following the common practice of
promuncing a mariac's name to produce a lucid in-
terval, a practice m doubt kmwwn to His contempor-
arles, and which is followed still, Again, when He
made clay and aminted the eyes of the blind, He
may simply have observed a custom of His time for
protecting from the glare of the sun eyes that had
lately recovered the power of seeing: in His day
cataract was sometimes removed by a thorn and the
eyes lmmedi ately aminted with a mixture of clay.
It is mtewrthy also that in the Parable of the
Good Samaritan - an utterance of incalculable in-
fluence in the establi shment of hospitals — modern
anti septic methods are largely anticipated: Jesus
says that the Samaritan poured oil and wine into
the wounds he dressed,"

Patients with undi agm sed di seases

In the following cases sickness is referred to but un-
speci fied, and there seem 1 clues by vhich one wight be
led to venture diagroses, It may be that in time modern
excavators will unemrth evidence, as they have done in other
fields of research, which vill throw light on the conditions
mw veiled, For example, recently it has been pointed out
‘that Fpaphroditus, in his journey to Bome to visit Paul, had
to go through a region where malarial fever was prevalent:

Abi jah - 1 Kings 14:1 Berhadad - 2 Kings 8:%7

Flisha - 2 Kings 13:14 Joash 2 Chron, 24:75

Lazarus - John 11:1 Torcas - Acts 9:%7
Foaphroditus - Phil, 2:27 Trophimus - 2 Tim, 4:70

See alsn section on Di seases of Children for other cases
of unspecified disease.



gt, Luke's Contribution to Medical Krovl edge

In attempting to write a Thesis on The Bible's Contribution
to the Art and Science of Medicine, Professor D.M,RBlair's
drawming attention to St. Luke's writings - particularly sas
they are brought out in Hobart's morumental work "The Medical
Language of St, TLuke"- calles for admission, Prof, Plair wrote:

"The full flawur of medical authorship canorly be

savoured in the original, but even in our Authorised
Version characteri stic points emerge. There 1is the
vivid precision of detail, 1ittle points which do
ot matter except to the trained wedical observer -
the age of the patient; the duration of the disease;
whether it was congenital; which side was affected,
right or 1left; the specific acts of hesling; the
immediateness of the cure - alone of all the FEvar-
geliste, Luke stresses this point, striking to the
medical eye accustomed to observe the slow progress
of disease towards recovery or death, In recording
miraculous cures, Luke uses a techrical word demting
complete restoration to health, vhile the other go =
pels employ a term of common usage, which, however,
in the mouth of a physician would have a2 restricted
slgrificance of getting over the attack, possibly
with permanent after effects,

It may be well to explain why such speci2l Tegard
can be pald to a physician of nearly two thousand
years ago., Had Luke lived nearly one thousand year_s
ago, 1t would be 2 very different “thing: m welght™
eould have been nut on the medical testimony of =a
physician of those times vwhich were the Dark Ages in
medicine as in much el se, But Luke was a product of
the Greek medical school that flourished from the
time of Hippocrates in the fourth cerntury before
Christ to the days of Galen in the second century
of the Christian era, and is recognised &e having
been imbued vith a true scientific spirit, Tiagmsis,
in this school, meant logical deductiorn from careful
observation; the doctor was trained to write careful
case-histories of his patients - a modern disgmsis

gan often be wmade from the Hippocratic case reports
which have come to us, Treatmert was simple, and on
qulte modern hygienic 1ines: clean water, fresh air
and@ sunshine, were important,"

- St, Luke was the vorthy representative of a worthy School.
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"The Lor¢ God caused 2 deep sleep to fall
upon Adam, and he slent: and he took one
of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in-
stead theréof, " Genegis 2:21.

nJesus answering said, A4 certaln man went
down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell
amo ng thieves, which stripped him of his
raiment, and wounded him, and departed,
leaving him half dead,..A certain Samar-
itan, as he Jjourneyed, came where he was:
and when he saw him, he had compassion
on him, and went to him, and bound up his
wunds, pouring in oil and wine, and set
him on his own beast, and brought him to
an inn, and took care of him, And on the
morrow, when he departed, he took out tw
pence, and gave them to the host, and
sald unto him, take care of him: and what-
soever thou spendest more, when I come
again, T will repay thee.,"

Luke 10 : 3 - 35.

"Son of man, I have broken the arm of
Phareoh king of Egypt; and, lo, it shall
mt be bound up to be healed, to put a
roller to bind it, to make it strong to
hold the sword...I am agalnst Phareoh king
of Fgypt, and will brezk his arms, the
strong and that which was broken; and I
will cause the sword to fall out of his
hand,..and he shall groan,...with the
groanings of a deadly wounded man, "
Ezekiel 20 : 21 - 24,
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s U R G E R Y

The surgicsl references ir the Bible are more diagrostic
than operative in character,

It is a striking fact that we have the germ of the idea
of surgery under anaesthesia ir the second chapter of the
Book of Genesis, The early surgical procedure there recorded
recalls the modern operation "sub-periosteal resection of a
rib, " The statement "and closed up the flesh instead thereofr
might be held to justify the conclusion that there was sutur-
ing.

Sir James Y, Simpson guoted the words of Genesis 2 : 71
- See Forewrd to this Section - to justify the use of chloro-
form to alleviate the pains of childbirth vhen he found him-
self demunced from certain puloits for aiding and abetting
vowen 1n an attempt to evade the judgment "In sorrow thou
shalt brirg forth children," Genesis 3 : 16,

In contrast to the Hebrew acceptance of this statement
rTegarding a 'deep sleep' the reactionof primitive people in
the African Bush to anaestheslia is of interest. At first.the
assurance that a Furopean doctor will put a man to sleep a_nd
perform the overation that i s renuired, while the patiernt
feel s mthing, is received with scepticism, Fven vhen a pat-
iert bears wli:r.-ess after an operation that he felt m pain
from the knife, the ordinary native mind canmt concelve a
sleeoing man mt waking when the sharp edge of a krife is

apnlied to him, Such primitive neople rather ircline to the



idea that the vhite doctor has the power to kill a man,
then operate on him, and bring him back to 1life vhen the

surgery is donel

mounds. As we krow, apart from the discovery of anaesthetics
the epoch-making events in modern surgery were the advents of

anti-septic and aseptic methods, Anti-sepsis is anticivated

in the statement that the Good Samaritan poured oil and wine
into the wunds of the victim of assault, In the Master's
unsurpassable story we have al o the accessories of ambul ance

- "set hir on hli s own beast"; hospitalisation - "brought hiwm

to an inn": mursing - "take care of him"; defraying of costs

- "he took out two pence and gave them to the host, and caid
«ssWnatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will
repay thee,"” TLuke 10 : %0 - 35,

H, V, Morton in his book "In the Steps of the Mastern,
telling of his jourrey down the Jerusalem to Jericho Road

says:
"On the crest of the ridge stood the Inn of the Good
Samaritan...The building 1 s the usual Turkish khan
«e.The foundations of the khan, and the arcient rock
cisterns below in which water is stored, nrove that
an inn has been on this site from Roman times and
possibly even earlier, There can be mwdoubt that
this 1s the inn our Lord was thirking of when He
told the Parable of the Good Samaritan, because there
has never been any other inn between Jerusalem and
Jericho." (page 97).

Healing of "ounds, Sir "1liawm Macewen al ways emphasi sed
to his class of students that a healing wound is nurple in
colour, One wonders if his mearming can be read into the

words of the writer of the Book of Proverbs: "The blueness
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of a wund cleanseth away evil.," Proverbs 20 : 0.

Among primi tive peonles we do mt find a readiness to
wash wounds, Probably because of the fear of fatal haemorr-
hage the common practice is to apnly styptics, usually in
the form of dirty, though often effective, concoctions. "e
read, however, when Paul and Silas were flogged and cast
into prison, the jailor "washed their stripes." Acts 16: %%,

In 01d Testament times there must have been those who were
more or less exnert in treating wounds, for we read: "King
Jorsm went back to be healed in Jezreel of the vounds vhich
the Syrians had given him at Ramah, when he fought agai nst
Hazesl king of Syria," 2Kings 8 : 2.

Reference has already been made to the wound Peter in-
flicted by drawing his swrd ard cutting off the ear of the
servant of the high priest., The healing of the ear of Malchus
is the orly instance amorng our Lord's miracles of the restor-
atlon of an amputated nart.

Fractures and other Injuries

Abimel echt! s tewerity in besieging the Tower of Thebez
earned for him a fracture of the sull, He was m coward,
It is evident from the descrintion that he had m cerebral
compression, otherwi se Abimelech wuld mt have shown such
clarity of speech, mr been able to command his own death
with such quick and determi ned purpo se:

"4 certaln wowan cast a plece of a willstorne (unver
mill stone - R.V.,) upon Abimelech's head, and all to

break his skull, Then he called hastily untc hkhe
young man his armourbearer, and said unto him, Draw



thy sword, and slay me, that wen say mt of me, A
woman slew him, And his yourng man thrust him thrmugh,

and he dled,"
Goliath and Sisera also suffered from fractures of the
skull, but in thelr cases death resulted frow these fractures:
"And 1t came to pass, when the Philistine arose, and
c_ame and drew nigh to meet David, that David hasted,
and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine, And
David put his hand in his bag, and took thence a
stone, and slang it, and swote the Philistine inhis
forehead, that the stone surk into his forehead; and
he fell uvon his face to the earth,"
1 Samuel 17:48 & 49,
"Then Jael, Heber's vife, took a nail of the tent
(tent-pin - R,V.), and took an hamwer ipn her hand,
and went softly unto him (Sisera), and smote the
nail into his temples, and fastened it into the
ground; for he was fast asleep and weary; o 3hei
he died (o he swoned and died - R.,V,) Judges 4:71,
The above three cases are well worth reading in full for

thelir human details,

Paul evidently suffered from concussion as a result of
the mauling he received at Lystra: "And there came thither
certain Je_ws from Antioch and ITcornium, who persuaded the
people, and, having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city,
sunpo sing he had been dead, Howbelt, as the discipl e‘s stood
round about him, he rose up, and came into the city: and

the next day departed with Barnabas to Derbe.," Acts 14:19&70.

Falls from ™i ndows,

Scripture tells of tw men vho fell from windows. In the
first 1nstance death resulted., Ahaziah "fell down through a
lattice in his upper chamber that is in Samaria.” 2 Kings 1:2.

Futychus was more foftunate in the results of his fall:
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"And unon the first day of the week, vhen the discinles
came together to break bread, Paul oreached unto them,
ready to depart on the morrow: and contimied his
speech until midright, 4nd there were many lights
in the upper chamber, where they were gathered toget-
her, And there sat in a window a certaln young man
named Futychus, being fallen into a deep sleep: and
as Paul was long preaching, he surk down vith sleep,
and fell down from the third loft, and was taken up
dead, And Paul went down, and fell on him, and embrac~
ing him said, Trouble mt yourselves; for his life is
in him, "hen therefore he was come up again, and had
broken bread, and eaten, and talked a long vhile, even
till break of day, so he departed, And they brought
the young man aslive, and were mwt a little comforted,n

Acts 0: 7 - 12,

Professor D, M, Blair commented on the -above 1incident
mo st appositely when he wrote:

"Being fallen into a deep sleep...he surk down with
sleep - the double statement, in which Luke makes

use of a characteristic Greek medical term for fall-
ing asleen, used mwhere else in the New Testament,
expresses the deepering unconsclaisness vhich resulted
finally in complete muscular relaxation so that Futy-
chus collapsed out of the window, But why the =ppar-
ently irrelevant mention of the 'many light'? Tt is
mt irrelevant, but simply the trained medical recorder
giving the etiology of what he is about to describe,
The 1lights were 0oil lamps, swelly and smoky, and one
can well imagine the polluted atmosphere of that crowd-
ed chamber as the might vore on, The overheated air
would pass out of the open window in a constant stream,
Bnd the poisomus fumes in time brought Futychus to a
state of coma,..Just this little voint of the 'wany
lights' - the swift technical indication that ordi nary
sleep had passed into helpless stupor - the falling
down of the flaccid body - what an urmi stakable stamp
of truth the story bearsin

Mention has already been made of Fli's death from fracture
of the cervical part of the spinal column following syncopes
a2l s0 the case of Mephibosheth, the bones of vhose feet were
injured by his mirse letting him fall, See pages 75 and 79.

Shock from fracture, Since victims of crucifixion were kmwn,

in certain cases, to live for days unon the cro ssy, the Roman
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oldiers at times found it desirable to hasten death by
adding further shock from fracture of the legs, and so end
their vigil, Christ's companions in death suffered in this
way., Johnl9 : 3 - 24,

Fracture, shock, death - form a seguence of events to be
feared, especially in countries where patients with fractures
are brmught to hospital on springless waggons over the roughest
of tracks, One was specially apprehensive wvhen it was mted
that the patient was elderly., Aviation as a rapid and comfort-
able means of transport is proving a boon in such cases.,
Bandaglng, The bandage, krown as a roller, so comwon in our
surgical wrk arrestingly appears, albeit figuratively, in
conrection with a fractured arm in the Book of Ezekiel, as

quoted in the Foreword to this Section of Surgery,

Abdominal Injuries, One canrmot fail to be interested vwhen

coming upon the statement relative to the fumnction of the
omentum as the 'policeman of the abdomen' as it is found in
the Book of Judges, A surgeon of eminence has pointed out
that i n the case of Eglon, king of Moab, the omentum gathered
itself round the thrust-in dagger: "Fhud came umnto him (Fglon):
and he was sitting in a summer parlour, which he had for him-
self alone, And Fhud said, I have a message from God unto
thee, And he arose out of his seat, And Fhud put forth his
left hand, and took a dagger from his right thigh, and thrust
it into his belly: And the haft also went in after the bl ade:
and the fat closed upon the blade, so that he could mt draw
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the dagger out of his belly: and the dirt came out,"
Judges 3 ¢ 0 - 22+

Perforation of the Bowel

It has been suggested by one authority that this condition,
vhich calls for imwediate surgical attention,was probably
responsible for the death of King Herod - his alimentary
tract being perforated by vorms, Acts 12 ¢+ 20 -2%, It has
been a matter of surprise to the vriter of this Theslis that
there are mt more deaths in tropical and sub-tropical lands

fromw perforation - and also from obstruction - by worms,

Circumci sion. The comronest form of operative surgery in the

the Bible was circumcision, Many pr'imivtive veoples employ
this rite, and from excavations there have been many proofs
that a sharp or sharpened stone was the instrument employed
in early days, This throws light on the use of a stowe (flint
- R.V.) by 7ivporah, the wife of Moses. Her strong language

to her husband was an emphatic reminder to hiwm of his duty as
a Hebrew in the matter of the circumcision of his offerrings
"Then 7ipporah took a sharp stone, and cut off the foreskin:
of her son, and cast it at his feet, and sald, Surely a bloody

husband art thou to me.,..because of the circumcision, n
Exwdus 4 : 24 - 26,

To be uncircumcised, or to be associated with one uncir-
cumci sed was a reproach to the Jew, e.g., "The sons of Jacob
answered Shechem and Hamor,..me canrot do this thing, to give
our sister to one that is unclrcumci sed; for that is a re-

proach unto us," Genesls 34:14,
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To-day, 1n countries where circumcision is nerformed mt
orly or males but als on fewales, women perform the oneration
or their own sex, The descrintion of the operation of circum-
ciglon being nerformed in 2 vholegale manrer as stated in
Cenesis 17: 7% and 34:74 has its emuivalent in present times
vhen scores of youths of certain Africap tribes are collected
into 'circumcision camps' to have the oneration @one unon
them 211 as part of the tinitiation rites' - vhich means ini-
tiation into the full privileges of marhood, The medical
examination of wen who have been circumcised in this way made
one mte that, from the surgical pvoint of view, the operation
had been thoroughly done, The operators must have been expert
at the maripul ative part of thelr job, though the want of an-
aesthesla, anti-sepsis and asensis must have been handlcape.

Castratiorn ir eastern courts was employed for various reasons

to prevernt a mumber of males frow reaching rmormal marhood,
That the operation was in vogue im Christ's day is proved by
His statement, "There are some eumichs, which were made
euruchs of men, " Matt, 19:12, The Ethiopian whow Philip met

and instructed was a euruch who had prestige in a court circle.
Acts 8:726 - 29,

Various Surgical Conditions

Dislocation or Spraln, 4 multinlicity of explanationshas

been given for the condition vhich came upon Jacob 2s he
aoroached Permuel, One such explanation is found ip the
diagmsis of sprain in tw of the important muscles of the
thigh ~ the psoas and adductor longus, The well-km»n con

dition 1n modern times of disnlaced intervertebral ai SCy




45

nressing on the sciatic nerve, has been nut forward as a
possible reason for Jacob's lameness, Perhaps the state-
ment of the Revi sed Versionof the Bible leaves as clear a
plicture as can be obtained: "And Jacob was left alone; a_nd
there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day.
4And when he saw that he prevailed mt against him, he touched
the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob's thigh was
strai ned as he wrestled with him,...Therefore the children
of Israel eat mt of the sinew of the hip which is uvon the
hollow of the thigh, unto this day: because he touched the

hollow of Jacob's thigh in the sinew of the hip."”
Genesls X2¢ 2% = D, .

-

Varicose Ulcers, Sir A, Macdlister expressed the view that

we have a case of varicose ulcers irn the picture of " A
certal n beggar named Lazarus, vhich was 12id at his ( the
rich man Dives) gate, full of sores...moreover the dogs came
and licked his sores," TLuke 16:20 & 21, Hobart, ir his
excellent vork, "The Medical Language of ct, Luke", already
referred to, has an interesting mte which runs: "There is
one particul ar mentioned.,..vhich comes aptly from a physi-
cian - that the dogs licked the sores of Lazarus, It is
thus put by St. Cyril - 'The ornly attention, and, so to
speak, medical dressing, which the sores received was from
dogs who came and licked them,' "

Amputations, It would be interesting to krow what the

surgical results were like after the amputation of the

thumbs and great toes of the seventy kings - tchiefs?
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pTobably - vho were subjected to this di sfigurement by
Adori-bezek, The perpetrator of those mutilations adwitted
the Tough justice when the same puri shment was mweted out
to him in turn: "Adoni-bezek fled: and they pursued after
hiw, and caught him, and cut off his thuwbs and his great
toes, And Adori-bezek said, Threescore and ten kings, hav-
ing their thumbs and their great toes cut off, gathered
thelr meat under my table; as I have done, so God resuited

me, And they brought him to Jerusalem, and there he die_d."
Judges 1 : 6 & 7.

Then one reads that purni shwment for i ndecency on the
part of a woman was, "Then thou shalt cut off her hand,
thine eye shall mt pity her" - Deuter, 25:11 & 1?2 - one
wnders where the line of oneration was marked out.,

Sernile Kyphosis i illustrated by the "wan,,.bomwed toget-

her, and could in m wise 1ift herself up.," Luke 1%:11-17%,
The cure by Christ created a sensation, It is mt surorie
ing that in connection with other surgicai cures we reads

"The multitude vondered, when they saw,..the maimed to be

whole, the lame to walk," Matthew 15:%,

Boring hole in ear, A very mimor surgical operation, in-

cluding the mention of the namwe of a surgical instrusent

- the awl or aul - is found in the boring of a servant's
ear who declined to take his liberty in the year of jubilee,
but preferred to become a perpetual servant, One mtes

that a doarcost, instead of a table, steadied the head or

ear while the awl was spglied., Fxd, 71:2&6: Deut.15:16&17.
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"0, children are an heritage of the
Lord: and the fruit of the womb is
his reward, As arrows are in the hand
of a mighty man; so are childrenof
the youth, Happy is the man that hath
his guiver full of them: they shall
ot be ashamed, but they shall spesak
with the enemies 1n the gate,"

PsaJ.m 1?7:3 - 5.

"A wonman vhen she 1is in travail hath
sorrow, because her hour is comez but
as soon as she 1s delivered of the
child, she remembereth m more the
angul sh, for the joy that a manis
born into the world," John16:71,

"And there was a certain wanof Zorah,
of the family of the Darites, whose
name was Marpah; and his wife was
barren, and bare mt, And the angel
of the Lord epneared unto the vwoman,
and said unto her, Behold rmow, thou
art barren, and bearest mt: but thou
shalt cakeive, and bear a son, Mow
therefore beware, I oray thee, and
drirtk ot wine mr strong drirk, and
eat rot any unclean thing: For, lo,
thou shealt conceive, and bear a son;
and o ragzr shall cowe on his heads .
for the child shall be a Nazarite unto
God from the womb," Judges 13:2-5,
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Like the majority of oriental and primitive neoples
the Hebrews had simple concepts regarding the processes
of reproduction and the maintenance of the race,

Sterility was dreaded by the Jewish voman, as it is
dreaded to-day by women irn the lands of nrimitive peoples,
Rachel's appeal to Jacob, "Give me children, or else I die”
- Genesis *:1 - in understood when it is declared that
"Children are an heritage of the Lord: and the fruit of
the womb is his reward, " Psalm 127:3, It is slso aoorecia-
ted wvhen Flisabeth is declared candidly to have rejoiced
because God had looked on her to take away her renroach
among men, Luke X : 25, "hat that reproach means amongst
aprimitive race orly they who bear it kmw, In the eyes
of an Africanit is unthirkable to kill a cow vhich is
still capable of bearing a calf, A man's wealth lies in
his cattle and his children, Oxen are for labour: cows to
increase the herd, So an African husband, in blitter dis-
aonoitment at finding his wife sterile, may taunt her vith
the words, "Go to the field and plough; you, too, are only
anox!{"

In the foregoing ideas we find the explanationof
Hagar's insolent conduct to her master's childless wife -
even though that wife was the 'first' or f'great vifer',
"hen she (Hagar) saw that she had conceived, her mistress
was despised in her eyes." Genesis 16:4, Tn this attitude
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to 1life we also find the reasonof Flkanah's difficulties

in his polygamous household, "Her adversary (rival - R.V.)

~ Flkanah's second wife Perinnah -~ also prowked her (Hannah)
sore, to make her fret, because the Lord had shut up her
womb," 1 Samuel 1 : 6, Perhaps such a situation canmt be
described better than in the words of Scripture itselfs

"Then said Flkanah her husband to her, Hannah, rhy
weepest thou? and why eatest thou mt? and wvhy is
thy heart grieved? am mt I better to thee than

ten sons? S Hannah rose up after they had eaten

in shiloh, and after they had drurk. Mw Fli the
priest sat upon a seat by a post of the temple of
the Lord, And she was in bitterness of soul, and
prayed unto the Lord, and wept sore, And she vowed
a vow, and said, 0 Lord of hosts, if thou wilt
indeed look on the affliction of thine handwaid,

and remember we, and rot forget thine handmaid,but
wilt give unto thine handwaid a wan-child, then I
will give him unto the Lord all the days of his 1life,
and there shall 1 razr come upon his head.

And it came to pass, as she contimed nraying before
the Lord, that Fli marked her mouth, Mw Hannah she
snake in her heart; orly her 1lips moved, but her
voice was mot heard; therefore Fli thought she had
been drurken, And Fli said unto her, How lomg wilt
thou be drurken? put away thy vine from thee, And
Hannah answered and saldy Mo, my lord; I am a voman
of sorrowful spirit: I have drurk neither wine rr
strong drirk, but have poured out my soul before the
Lord, Count mt thine hasdwaid for a daughter of
Belial: for out of the abundance of my complaint

and grief have I spoken hitherto, The Fli answered
and saldy, Go inpeace: and the God of Israel grant
thee thy petition that thou hast asked of him, And
she said, Let thine handmaid find grace in thy sight,
So the voman went her way, andi did eat, and her
countenance was 1 more sad," 1 Samuel 1:8 - 18,

Sarah, the vife of Abraham; Samson's mother: Hannahe
the 'great woman of Shunem: the mother of John Banti st
- all seem to have been primipara and unipara late in life,

Ml scarrying vombs and dry breasts were also viewed with

special abhorrence: "Give them, O Lord:s vhat vwilt thou give?
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give them a mwiscarrying vwomb and dry breats.,"” Hosea 2:14,
Yet one recoils at the bitter cowplalints of Job and
Jeremi ah about their births:

"After this opened Job his mouth, and cursed his day.,
And Job spske, and said, Let the day perish vherein
I was born, and the might in vhich 1t was sz2id, There
is a man child conceived,..Because iy shut mt un the
doors of my mother's wmb, mr hid sorrow from mine
eyes, ™y died I mt from the vowb? vhy did I mt
give up the ghost when I came out ot the belly? "hy
did the knees prevert me? or wvhy the breags that I
should suck?...as an untimely birth I had mt been,
as infants vhich never saw light," Job %:1 - 17,

One thirks of Dean Swift rétiring to his room every birth-
day, after he was in the grip of Meriere's disease, retiring
to read the third chapter of Job with bitterness, anniyi ng
it to his own lot,

Jeremiah is rot one wvhit behind Job in declziming agai nst
his having been born:

rCursed be the day vherein I was born: let mt the
day vherein my mother bare me be blessed, Cursed be
the man vho brought tidings to my father, saying, a
mar-child i s born unto thee, making him very gl:=d,
And let that wan be as the cities which the Lord
overthrew, ard repented mwt: and let him hear the
cry in the morring, and the shouting at mon-tide;
Because he slew me mt from the womb; or that wy
mother might have been my grave, and her vowb be
always great vith me, "herefore came I forth out
of the vomb to see labour and sorrow, and that my
days should be consumed vith shame,”

Jeremiah 20:14 - 18,

Ante-natal Care, Ir the Foreword to this Section we see

that the. advice to Samson's mother - Mamah's wife - took
very much the same form as given to-day in regard to abetin-
ence from alcohol while nregnant, Her child was to be a

Nazarite from birth, John the Bantist was to be an abstai per



from the time he was born, for his father was told: "Fear
mt, 7achariss: for thy prfa.yér 1 s heard; and thy »ife 117~
a_beth shall bear thee a sorn, 3and thou shalt call his name
Johr ,,.,He shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall
dritk nelther vine ror strong drirk; and shall be filled with
the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's vwomb," Luke 1:13%15,

Fertility of the Jews, It is contended by some modern writers

that the greater fertility of the Jews even to this day is
contributed to by the strict adherence to the Mosaic Laws
regarding the period a voman is set apart for 'uncleanness',

See Section on Public Health and Leviticus 12:1-5,

Foetal Movements., Movements in the womb were recogni sed

subjectively and spoken of by Rebekah, the wife of Isaac,
when, "The childrern struggled together within her: and che
said, If it be =0, why am I thus? Genesis 25: ?’?‘. And Flis-
abeth, the mother of John the Baptist,sooke to Mary, the
mother of Jesus, of foetsal movements within her, Luke 1:24,

For Embryology see Section on Anatomy,
Childbirth

In regard to Christ's remark that Solomon in all his
glory was ot arrayed like the 1lilies of the field, Thomas
Carlyle mted that such an observation was a look into the
deepest deep, Surely in like category were the Master's words
about a woman remembering ro more the anguish of childbirth
once the child was born, See quotation in Forevord of this

Section,



The Materrity Cases given in the Bible are arresting,

and, in addition to mormsal births, the mwmber of abrmrmal
ores 1s relatively high and varied, Altogether, krorl edge
in the art of aids in childbirth seems to have been much

in advance of vwhat we find amongst primitive neonles to-day.

Premature I abour is exemplified by the case of the daughter-

inlawof Fli the priest giving birth as a result of the
shock of evil tidings:

*And his daughter-in-law, Phinehas' wife, was w»ith
child, near to be delivered: arnd when she heard
the tidings that the ark of God was taken, and
that her father-ir-law and her husband were dead,
she bowed herself and travailed; for her pains
came upon her, And about the time of her death
the womer that stood by said unto her, Fear mt:
for thou hast born a son, But she answered mt,
nei ther did she regard it, And she named the
child I-cha-bod, sayirg, The glory if departed
from Israel, "™ 1 Samuel 4: 19 - 71,

Precipitate Labour seems to have been falrly common durirg

the sojourn of the Israelites in Fgypt. ID this connection
it is interesting to mwte that the corntention that advance-
went in civili sation mskes women less able to bear children
is upheld by the comment of the midwives when the Fgyntian
king remorstrated »ith them for mt reducing the overonlus
of 1live births, particularly of wale children, among the
Israelites: "The Hebrew women are mt as the Egyptian roman:

for they are lively, and are delivered ere the midwives come."
Fxodus 1 : 19,

It has been hinted that the rapid births were expedited
by the thought of 3 vislt from the same tvo midvives -
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chiphrah and Puah!
Probably members of the general public in reading

George Fliot's "Adam Bede" have wondered — as I did vhen
I read it before I was a medical student - if the writer
did mt portray the impossible whern she told of Hetty
Correl walking away immediately after giving birth to her
unwanted child, That sceme was recalled to the vwriter of
this Thesis one morring vhen, andfst a tropical dowmour
which had lasted for hours, an African woman entered the
di spensary. the had walked along narrow bush-paths for
eight miles through the deluge of rain, Farly that mornirg
she had given birth to a child, but the after-birth had
ot come away, 0 she set off to the Misslon Hospital, where,
she believed, things would be out right, The child was dead
but it was still attached to her body simply because, as
al ready mentioned, Africans do mt believe in severing the
umbilical cord until the placenta has come away. Besnite her

experience that vowan survived.

Difficult Labour, e have an example of this in Rachel

giving birth to Benjamin, Exhaustion, from a previous del-
icate state, and haemorrhage were probably the causes of
the death which her husband Jacob never ceased to mourn:

"Ard they Journeyed frowm Bethel: and there was but
a 1ittle wvay to come to Fphrath: and Rachel travailed,
and she had hard labout, And it came to vass, vhern
she was i hard 1aboup, that the midrife said unto
her, Fear mt: thou sh 1lt have this son also.And
it came to pass as her soul was denarting, for qh@
dled, that 'she called his name Ben-oni ( fm
sr7ow): but his father called him A LI

of the right hand). Genesis #5: 16 ~ 18.
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Twins, Two outstanding cacses of twin-birth are recorded
in the Bible, Rebeékan gave birth to Esau and Jacob, and

Tamar bore Pharez and Zarahe

"And Isaac entreated the Lord for his wife, because
she was barren: and the Lord was entreated of him,
and Rebekah his wife corceived, And the children
struggl ed together within her; and cshe said, If it
be o, why am I thus? And she went to enguire of
the Lord, And the Lord said unto her, Two nations
are in thy vowmb, and two manner of people shall be
separated from thy bowel s; and the one people shall
be stronger than the other people; and the elder
shall serve the younger, And when her days to be
delivered were fulfilled, behold, there were twins
iv her womb, And the first came out red, all over
like a hairy garment; and they called him Esau, And
after that came his brother out, ard his hand took
hold on Esau's heely and his name was galled Jacob:
and Isaac was three-score years old vhen she bare
them, " Genesis 25:71-"6,

App arently Esau had persi stent lamugo., Though he may mt

have been s extreme a case as the Russiman 'dog-man', it

seems evident that he had the condition in a warked degree,
The story of Tamart!e bearing Pharez and 7Zarah claims

close attention, for we find portrayal of abrormal position,

abmrmal presentation, and spontaneous ewlution, Added to

these there was seewirgly a perineal tear because of the

unexpected delivery of Pharez:

"And it cawe to pass, in the time of her travail, that,
behold, twins were ir her wowmb, And it came to nass,
when she travailed, that the one put out his hands

and the midwife took and bound unon his hard a scarlet
thread, saying, This c_ame out first, And it came to
pass, as he drew back his hand, that, behold, his
brother came out: and she said, How hast thou broken
forth? this breach be upon thee: therefore his name
was called Pharez (= a breach). And afterward c_a me
out his brother, that had the scarlet thread upon

his hand: and his name was called 7arah (= Fast or
Brightness). Genesis %8 : 27 - 20,
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It is evident from the foregoing narrative that Tamar

had an abrormwally roomy pelvis,

Uterine Inertia is figuratively referred to in the PRook

of Kings and the Prophecy of Isaliah: "Thus saith Hezekiah,
this day is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and blasphemy:
for the children are come to the birth, and there is mt
strength to bring forth," 2 Kings 19:% and Isaiah *7:%,
Tt is to be mted that both passages are in exactly the

sawme words,

Child Welfare, The use of salt, as cited in Fzekiel, was

suppo sed to harden the skin and strengthen the childs

"As for thy nativity, in the day thou wast born
thy navel was ot cut, nefther wast thou washed
in water to suopnle thee; thou wast mt salted
at all, mr swaddled at all, lore eye pitied
thee, to have compassion upon thee; but thou
wast cast out in the onen field, to the loathing
of thy person, in the day that thou wast born,
And when T passed by thee, and saw thee nolluted
in thine own blood, I said unto thee when thou
wast in thy blood, Live; yea, I said unto thee
when thou wast in thy blood, Live..Then washed
I thee with water; yea, I thoroughly washed away
thy blood frow thee, and aminted thee with oil."
Frzekiel 16 : 4 - 9,

Aoart from the above picture of attention to the new -
born child, the Scrivture references to child wel fare are
mostly in regard to lactation and wearing, The following
is typical of a mumwber: "Hadad found great favour in the
sight of Pharasoh, so that he gave him to wife the sister
of his own wife, the sister of Tahpenes the ~ueen, And

the sister of Tahperes bare him Germubath his son, whom
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Tahp enes weaned in Pharaoht's house," 1 Kings 11 : 19 & ™M,

One has mt heard amorg other neonles of a feast of
wearing such as Abrahawm gave for Isaac: "And the child grew,
and was weaned: and Abraham made a great feast the same
day that Isaac was weaned,” Genesis 71 : 8.

In Luke's Cospel — 21:2% and 23:76-320 -~ Chricst foretells
the plight of those mursing and carrying children vhen
calamity should overtske Jerusalem, His words were fulfilled
when Rome's encircling hordes caused famine., Josenhus re-
lates that a Jewish vowan ate her own child in the siege,

0 desperate were the peonle made by starvation, The inhab-

itants resented every fresh birth,

Overlying, King Solomon's handling of the dispute between
two women who both claimed the one child has always evoked
adwi ration, A doctor has his interest stimulated since the
medi co-legal aspect comes into the case, as the death of

the second child i the drama was gtated to be from over-

lylnge

"Then came there two women that were harlots unto
the king, and stood before him, And the one woman
said, 0 my lord, I and this woman dwell in one
house; and I was delivered of a child with her
in the house, And it c_ame to nass the third day
after that I was delivered, that this vwoman was
delivered al =o: and we were together; there was
o stranger with us in the house, save ve tvo in
the house, And this wowan's child died in the
i ght; becauce she overlaid it,n

1 Kirngs 2 : 16 - 19,

For the contimuation and result of the altercation he-

tween the tvwo vomen, see Section of Medical Juri snrudence.
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Gynaecology, One of the most touchirng scenes in the

New Testament 1is the staunching of the blood of the
woman who suffered from metrorrhagia., Desnite the fact

that Luke was himself a physician, in his Gospel story

he is almost as frark as Mark, who,describing the woman'sg
plight, writess

"And a certain woman, which had an issue of blood
twelve years, And had suffered wany things of many
physicians, ard had spent all that she had, and
was mthing bettered, but rather grew vworse. "hen
she heard of Jesus, cawe in the nress behind, and
touched his garment, For she said, T I may touch
but his clothes, I shall be vhole, And straightway
the fountain of her blood was dried up: a_nd che
felt in her body that she was healed of that vlague,
And Jesus, imwediately krowing in himself that vir-
tue had gone out of him, turred him about in the
press, and said, ™ho touched wy clothes? And his
déscirles said unto him, Thou seest the multitude
thronging thee, and sayest thou, "ho touched me?
‘A_nd he looked round about to see her that had done
this thing, But the woman, fearing ard tremwbling,
kmvwing what was done in her, came and fell down
before him, and told him all the truth, And he said
unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath made thee vhole;
go in neace, arnd be vhole of thy nlague.”

Mark 5 : 25 =34 and Luke 8 : 4% - 48,

Metritis and uterine fibroids have been given as the

diagmsis,

The Virgin Birth, The Birth of Jesus, about rhich theo-

logians and others have debated so much, is admittedly an
altogether extraowdinary and supernatural hapvnering, The
medical writer Luke - the orly Gentile who penred narts
of the New Testament — gives a wealth of detail which con-
firms his own belief in the miraculous hapnening, Tt is pro-

bable that he received the details frow Mary the mother of



our Lord.,

See Luke chapters 1 and 2,
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THE SPECTALTIES - Ovhthalmology; Ear, Throat and b se;

Insanity: Diseases of Children; and Skin Diseases are

represented in Scripture,

Onhthalmology., @ nsideration for the blind is commanded
in the Levitical Law: "Thou shalt mt,..put a stumbli ng-
block before the blind," Leviticus 19:14, T"Cursed be he
that wmeketh the blind to wander out of the wayl Deut,?27:18.
Isaac and Fli are both stated to have had eyes rhich 'waxed
dim' by reason of age: "And it came to pass, that when
Isaac was 0old, and his eyes were dim, so that he could mt
see, he called Esau his eldest son," Genesis 27 : 1.
"And 1t came to pass at that timwe, vhen Fli was l=id down
in his place, and his eyes began to wax dim, that he could
mt see," 1 Samuel % : 2,

Ahijash's cordition was al so that he "could mt see: for

his eyes were set by reason of age." 1 Kings 14 : 4,

ghijsh was a prophet who had the temerity to spesk plain
wrds to those in power,

Jacob!s wvife Leah is generally thought to have been
beautiful because she has been described as 'terder eyed:'.
In cortradictior to this it has been asserted that she pro-
bably suffered from blepharitis: "Lesh was tender-eyed: but
Rachel was beautiful and well fawoured," Geresis 79:17.

The nrevalence of blindness in Bible records is in keen-
ing with the widespread eye troubles in trovical ard sub-

tropical countries to-day,
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The blind seem to have moved profoundly the compassior
of Jesus, I one instance the cure snecially arrest atten
tion, Jesus adonted two stages in the treatwent, askirg the
man the result after the first apnlication, Jesus seemed to
concentrate narticularly i1 the case - 2and incidentally gave
a contradiction to the thought that He sought to convince men
of His claimg by displays of power - for before commercirg
the cure He first led the man out of the towns

"A_nd He cometh to Bethsalda; and they bring a blind
man unto him, and besought him to touch him., And he
took the blind man by the hand, and led him out of
the town:; and when he spit or his eyes, and nut his
hards upon bim, he asked him 1f he saw ought, And

he looked up, and sald, I see wen as trees, walking,
After that he put his hands again unon his eyes, and
made him look up: and he was restored, and sar every
mar clearly, And he sent him away to his house, say-
ing, Neither go into the torn, mor tell it to apy in
the town, " Mark 8 : 22 - 26,

There are at least eight recorded instances of Jesus
healing the blind, and more than one of these instarces
inwlved a pnlurality of nersons, The mental alertness of
the blind man mertioned in the rinth chanter of John's
Gospel . adds interest to a fascinatimg story,

One has a suspicion that Jesus was making somevhat merry
over the respective sizes of the foreign bodies in tw nmen'«
eyess

""hy beholdest thou the mote that ig ir thy brotherte
eye, but considerest rot the beam that i~ tim thi re
own eye? Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let
me pull out the mote out of thine eye: and, beholgd,
a beaw 1s in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, first
cast out the beam out of thine own eye: and then

shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of
thy brother!s eye," Matt, 7 ¢« 2 - 5,
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There are tw cases given in Scrinture of temporary
amaurosis, 1. That of Flymas on whom fell a mist and
darkness so that he did ot see the sun for a season, ard

who went about seeking someone to lead him by the hand,
Acts 17%:11.

?. The Apostle Paul when he was struck down on the Damas-
cus Road by a blinding light, and was thereafter three days
wi thout sight, until "there fell from his eyes as it had
bee_n scales.," Acts 9 : 1 - 18,

Tt may be apnronriate to mte that there are those vho
cortend that Paul suffered from enilepsy. Probably Dr,
rarker, the mted nreacher of the City Temnle, London,
enjoyed himself vhen he dealt with the supnocsed enilentic
corndition of Paul, and, in face of the change in Paul's
life, sought an epidemic or pandemic of a like affliction
in the words, "Fly abroad! thou wihghty epilepsyl™

Professor Rendle Short suggested that 8t, Paul's 'thorn
in the flesh' - 2 Corinthians 12:7 - way have been
trachoma, This sore eye condition may account for Paul'e
frenquent employment of an amamiensis in the writing of

his Fpistles.

Ear, Throat and Mse. The exwert in this field »i11 mwt

find wany allusions to his specialty i the Bible,
Patience with the deaf is enjoined in the Levitical Lar;

"Thou shalt mt curse the deaf,,.but shalt fear thy God, "
TLeviticus 19:14,

Reference has already been wmade to the nicture of olAd
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age 1 the last chanter of Fcdesiastes {page *0). The
rdaughters of music! canmt be mistaken, but there are those
vho hold that the 'silver cord' points to the mecharism of
hearing, and mt to the spinal cowd,

MosBstrying to avoid the acceptance of the Fgyotiam Comm-
ission, and excusing himself or the grounds of his slowness
of speech, gives us an interesting dialogue:

"And Moses said unto the Lord, O my Lord, I am mt
elosuent, neither heretofore, mr since thou hast
snoken unto thy servant; but I am slow of speech,
and of a slow tongue, Arnd the Lord said unto him,
"ho hath made man's mouth? or rho maketh the duuwb,
or deaf,..? have mt I the Lord? ldow therefore go,
and T vill be with thy mouth, and teach thee vhat
thou shalt say." Fxodus 4:10-12,

The incident of Christ restoring the ear of Mal chus,
the high priest's servant, which had been cut off by Peter,
rerinds s that the replacing of the vinna of an ear, if
the pinna has mt been severed frow its base, 1s more poss-
ible than might be expected: as the treatment of rugby and
other accidents in our day hasg demonstrated, Tuke, with
John, mtes that the ear struck was the right ear, but Luke
is the orly one who records the healing adwmiristered by
Chri st, though all the Fvangelists tell of Peter's action
and its result: "And ore of them smote a servant of the high
priest, and cut off his right ear. And Jesus answered and
sald, Suffer ye thus far, And he touched the ear, and healed
him," Tuke 22 : 50 & 51.

As in Ophthalmology s in Ntology Pible references

centre round the healing votk of Christ, Just as the blind
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brought out the lMaster's comoassion and help, <o the deaf
brought His power into nlay, "Great uwyltitudes c_ame unto
him, having with them those that were.,.dumb.,..and cast
them down at Jesus feety and he healed them," Matt, 15:7%,
It was a matter of astoni shment to the Calilean crowd that

He made "both the deaf to hear, and the dumb to spesk."
Mark 7 :+ *7.

"And again, denarting from the coasts of Tyre and
Sidon, he came unto the Sea of Galilee, through the
midst of the camsts of Decapolis, And they bring
unto him one that was deaf, and had an impmedimernt
in his speech: anc¢ they beseech hin to nut his hand
unon him, And he took him aside fromw the mul titude,
and vutsdsg his fingers irnto his ears, and he spit,
and touched his toigue; And, looking un to heaven,
he sighed, and saith unto him, ¥phohatha, that is,
Be opened, And straightway his ears were onened, and
the string of his tongue was loosed, and he sp=ke
plain, And he charged them that they should tell m
man: but the more he charged thewm, so much the more
a great deal they oublished it: and were beyond
weasure astori shed, saying, he hath done all things
well, " Mark 7:71 - =7,

Helen Keller, the blind, deaf and dumb genius, has said
that had she her life to live over agaln, she would inten-
sify her labours for the amelioration of the lot of the
deaf and dumb, as they orobably recuire more helpful sym-
pathy and understanding than others,

We have in the Bible figurative references, inwlving
blessing and derunciation, to the deaf and dumb by such
as the Prophet Isalah, TIsalah 25:5 & 6, The same nronhet
speaks also of a fierce peonle of deener speech than can
be nerceived, and a stammering tongue that canmt be under-

stood. Isaiah %% : 19,
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Insanity. It is evident that in anciert tises mot only
the poor but also the insane were always with them, There
are a number of cases of alien di sease recorded in the N1d
and New Testaments.

King Saul iec a tyoical case of recurring paroxysmal mani a,

In his connected history we find depression succeeding exal-

tation,and jealousy leading to several attemnts at homwicide,

These fits of depression increase until, finally, Saul conmi-
ts suicide. The paragranhs are vorthy of citation:

"hen they came thither to the hill, behold a comany
of prophets met himy..and he (Saul§ nronhesi ed amng
them, 1 Samuel 17:10. And Samuel cawme to faul: and
Saul said unto him, Blessed be thou of the Lord: T
have nerformed the comuandwert of the Lord., 1 “am,15:17%,
Saul's servants said unto him, Behold mvw, an kvil
spirit frow God troubleth thee, Let our Lord mw
comizand thy servants, vhich are before thee, to seek
out a man, who is a cunring nlayer on an hawn: arnd
it shall come to pass , when the evil spirit from Co 4
is uopon thee, that he shall play with his hand, and
thou shalt be well., And Saul said unto his servante,
Provide me row a map that can play well, and brirg
him to me,.,.And it came to pnass, vher the evil emirit
from God was upon Saul, that David took an harp, and
played with his hand: = ©aul was refrecshed, and wag
well, and the evil spirit devarted from him,

1 Samuel 16:15-17, 2%,

It cawe to pass on the morrow , that the evil
spirit from God cawme upon Saul...and David played
with his hand, as at other times: and there was a
javelin in Saul's hand. And Saul cast the javelin:
for he sald, T »ill o te David even to the wiall
with it, And David awoicded out of his nresence twice.

1 Samuel 18: 1n & 11,

Jonathan answered faul his father, and said unto
him, "herefore shall he (David) be slair? what hath
he done? And Saul cast a javelin at him to smite him:
whereby Jonathan knew that it was determined of his
father to slay David. I Samuel 0:32 & 73,

He (Saul) strivped oit his clothes also, and nro-
phesied before Samuel in like wanrer., 1 Cam, 19: 74,

Saul fell straightway all along on the earth, and
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was sore afraid,..and there was ro strength i him,
1 Camuel 78 : o,
Then said Saul urto his armourbearer, Draw thy
srvard, and thrust me through therewith,..But his
aprourbearer wuld rot; for he was sore afraid,
Therefore Saul took a sword, and fell umon it, "
1 Samuel # ¢ 4,

Nebuchadnezzar was amther king ®ho suffered from Mar a,
b longer fit for humar society he was driven out, His tody
became s urkempt that his hair was matted till it resembled
eagles'! feathers, and his nails were like birds' claws, Put

later, he 1ifted up his eyes and his understanding returred,
Dariel 4 : %% & 24,
Pararmpia is an alternative diagmsis of Nebuchadnezzar!s

sick ness,

King David's felgned insanity before the kirg of Gath,
mhen he sought refuge at that monarch's court because of
Saul's pursuit, is perhaps the most ludicrous incident in
the vhole range of Scrinture, One wonders that David's sence
of humour did rot become too wuch for him to carry the thing
off! And did Achicsh, King of Gath, see thmugh the game and
chuckle vhen he annealed to his courtiers?:

"David arose, and fled that day for fear of Saul, and
went to Achish the king of Gath, And the servants of
Achish said unto him, Is this mt David the king of
the 1and? did they mt sing one to amther of him in
the dances, saylng, Saul hath slain his thousands,
and David his ten thousands? And David 1aid up these
mrds in his heart, and was sore afraid of Achish
king of Gath, And he changed his behaviour before
them, and feigned hiwself wad in their hands, and
scrabbed on the doors of the gate, and let his spittle
fall down unon his beard, Then said Achish unto his
servants, Lo, ye see the wman is wad? vherefore have
ve brought hiw to me? Have I need of mwad men, that
yve have brought this fellow to vlay the mad manin
my presence? shall this fellow come into my house?"
1 Samuel 21 : 10 - 15.
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Toubtless David sought to nrocure imsurity from irjury
by felgring madness, for even to-day mary primitive tribes
refrain from interfering with the insane urless the afflicted
perscli is darngerougly violent,

Jesue and the Treatmert of the Insane,

That Jesus was familiar with wertal diseases is seenin
more than one detailed account recorded by the Fvangeli =ts,
True, as has beenh remarked, "with the imverfect develonment
of medical science in those days, differences ir di cease
passed unrmticed, o that generszl rames - e.g, unclean soirit
- would be used for the classificationof forms which modern
science would di stinguich,"

Maria seems to have been the most outstandirg mertal ill-
ness in Jesus day, doubtless because the nrecence of wen and
vomen so afflicted was most felt by the nublic at 1arge.

Jesus meeting the insane in various places, e.g., in the
synagogue, onen spaces, and among the tombs, is in keenirg
with vhat is found in many quarters of the rorld to-<day.

Vivid indeed is Luke's picture of the tynical waniac
vho dwelt iv the tombs, arnd "whow rm man could bind, m, mt
with chains,” The Physician-Evangelist in his deccrintion
of this npatient coined amther phrase vhich has passed irto
current speech, when he told of the cured condition belirg
proved by the man "sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed,
and in his right mind, "

"Ard they arrived at the country of the Gaderernes,
which is over against Galilee, And vhen he wernt
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forth to land, there met him out of the city a
certain man, vhich had devils loig time, and ware
o clothes, reither abode ir ary house, but in the
tombs,,.(For oftertimes it had caught him: ard he
was kept bound with chains and in fetters: and he
brzke the bands, and was driven of the devil into
the v..ilderness.s And Jesus asked him, sayirg, "hat
is thy name? And he said, Legion: because many
devils were entered into him, And they besought
him that he would mwt comwmand them to go out irto
the deep., Anc there was there ar herd of many svine
feeding on the mountain: and they besought him that
he wuld suffer them to erter irto them, And he
suffered them, Then went the devils out of the man,
and entered into the swine: and the herd ran violertly
dovwr a steen nlace into the lake, and were choked,
*her they that fed ther saw what was done, they fled,
and went and told it i the city ard in the courtry.
Then went they out to see what was done: ard c_ame to
Jesus, and found the man out of vhom the devils were
deoarted, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and
inhis right mind.” Luke 8:26-%2, ;

See al o Matt, 8:28-34 and Mark 5:1-18.

Luke also makeg thirgs 1ive before our eyes rhen, ir the
Acts of the Apostles, he tells of the maniac vho scared the
'quack s' who pretended to possess powers of divine healing:
"The man irn whom the evil spirit was leaned on them, and
overeame them, and vrevailed against them, so that they fled
out of the house naked and wounded," Acts 19: 1% - 17,

Buf probably Liuke had far more pleasure in relating amther
instance of the Master'!s power to deliver the mariac:

mArd in the synagogue there was a man vhich had a
spirit of arn unclean devil, ard cried out =ith a
loud woice, saying, Let us alone; what have we to
do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come
to destroy use? I kmw thee vho thou art; the Holy
One of Cod., And Jesus rebuked him, sayirg, Hold
thy peace, and come out of him, And when the devil
had thrown him ir the midst, he came out of him,
arnd hurt him rot. And they were all amazed, and
spake among thmeselves, saying, "hat a vord is
this ! for with authority and nower he commardeth
the unclear snirits, ard they come out,
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Ard the fame of him went out irnto every nlace of
the country round about," Luke 4 : 3% - %7,
NDther cases of mwental ill nesses are to be found in

inLuke 8 ¢ 23 Mark 1 : 2% - 28; and Acts 8 : 7.

In the Parable of the unclean spirit leaving a man and

returning to him after seeking rest and finding rowe, the

mt
primary meari ng seems plain - that the heart mustiorly be

cleansed of evil but it al o must be fille.d with good,

May it ot bé, however, that Jesus aleo ir this gave amther
example of His powers of penetrationirn hinting at the un-
enviable position of the cured lunatic - dogged by neonlete
recollec_tion of his nrevious state?:

"hen the unclean spirit 1= gone out of a man, he
walk eth through dry nlaces, seeking rest; ard
finding mne, he saith, T »ill return urnto my
house wherce I came out, And vhen he coimeth he
findeth it swept and garrished., Then goeth he,
and taketh to him seven other spirits more wicked
than himself; and they enter in, and dwell there:
and the last state of that man is vworse than the
first, " Luke 11 : 24 - 26,

Di seases of Children

That the Bible was ahead of its day 1s seern in its
attitude to children:

"Since Ruskir drew the world's attention to the fact,
many writers have emphasi sed that children are igmred
ip the classics of anciernt Greece and Rome but flit
in the New Testament vith viviecity and freedom. “hen
Xavtiooe, at the final interview, brirgs her chilad
(apd his) to Socrates, we exvect Plato to 1ift the
curtainon an affecting scene, but he merely gives

a glimose, and to our disanmointment it discloses

the oy enfolded, mt in the father's, but in the
mother's arms, "



In viewof the Bible's attitude, ve do mt find it
strarge that there are a mumber of cases recorded of sick-
nesses of children, In a few lines we have a vivid pnicture
of Mephibosheth!s accidert when still a child: "Jonathar,
Saul's son, had a son that wag lawe of his feet, He was
fiwve years old when the tidings céme of Saul and Jonathan
out of Jezreel, and his murse took him up, and fled: and
it c_ame to pass, as she made haste to flee, that he fell,
and became lame, And his nawme was Meohibosheth.," 2 fam, 4:4,
Toubts have been cast on this child's corndition beirg an
accident ard mthi ng more, Tuberculosis of the bores has
been suggested, vhich orly showed itself afiter a kmock, Thie
at aryrate seems feasible,particularly from the fact that a
later reference is indicative of a chronic sunnurative con-
dition in Mephibosheth's 0ld injuries, urlecs the nagsage
merely refers to waching of the feet: "And Mephibosheth the
wonof Saul came down to meet the king (David), =and had rei-

ther dressed his feet, mor trinmed his beard, mr washed

his clothes, from the day the king departed until the day
he came again in peace,”" 2 Samuel 19:24, King David had
a ternderress for the physically unfit, for we find him irn
viting Mephibosheth to be his permanent guest, as he al =
invited ol1d Barzillai, 2 Saw, 9th chap, & ? Sam, 19:%%.7%5,

A dlagmsis of enilensy is easy in the case of the boy
who ce father apnealed o =strongly to Jesus to do something
for the 1ad:s




"Macter, T have brought urto thee my s=orn, for he is

a lunatick ard sore vexed, vhich hatn a dumb =irit.
And wheresoever he taketh him, he teareth him, and
bruicing him hardly departeth from him: and he foam-
eth, and gnasheth vith his teeth, and pineth away:
«es And they brought him unto him: and rhen ne sgaw
him, the soirit straightway tare him: arnd he fell

on the ground, and wallowed foaming, And he asked
his father, Hovw long is it ago since this came urto
him? And he gaid, O0f a child, And ofttimes it has
cast him into the fire, ard into the waters, to
destroy him...Jesus rebuked the foul spirit, saylng
unto him, Thou duwmb and deaf spirit, I charge thee,
come out of him, and erter m more into him. And tne
spirit cried, and rent him sore, and cawe out of him:
ard he was as one dead; inasmuch that many many said,
He is dead, But Jesus took him by the hand{and lifted
him up; and he arose,” Mark 9 : 17 - 27,

The narts underlined above indicate additions from
the Gospels of Matther and Luke,

Possibly the condition of the daughter of the Syronkern-

ician wwan vas also enilensy. See Mark 7 + 24 - %0,

One faile to find any clue to the sickness of Rathshebsa's
child, However, the circumstances of the child's death give
nroof of King David's suvnerior poise of mind before the
death and in his accentance of the blow vhen it had fallen:
and on that account the passage 1s wrthy of gquotation, His
attitude is mt that of the ordinary primitive man, vho often
tries one's patience vith his inert fatalisw ir face of ser-
ious i1l ness and his wrked-iin walling after the death has
occurreds

"Pavid therefore besought God for the child: and David
fasted, and went in, and lay all night upor the earth.
And the elders of the house arose, and wert to him, to
ral se hiw from the earth: but he would mwt, reither

dtd he eat bread w»ith them, And it came to pass on the

severth day, that the child died. And the servants of
David feared to tell him that the child was dead: for
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they said, behold, while the child was yet =alive, re
spake unto him, and he wuld mt he~ricen unto our wice:
how will he then vex himself, if we tell him that the
child is dead? But when David saw that his servante

whi spered, David nerceived that the child was dead:
therefore David said unto his servants, Is the child
dead? and they said, He is dead, Ther David aroce from
the earth, and washed, and armirted himself, and changed
his apparel, and came irto the houce of the Lord, and
wrshinped: then he came to his own house; and ~hen he
renuired, they set bread before him, and he did eat,
Then satd his servants unto him, "hat thing is thie that
thou hast done? Thou didst fast and ween for the child,
vhile 1t was yet alive: but vhen the child was dead,
thou didst rise and eat bread, Ard he said, "hile the
child was yet slive, I fasted and wept: for I said, "ho
can tell whether GCod will be gracious to me, that the
child may live? But mw he ig dead, wherefore cshould T
fast? can I bring him back agair? T shall go to him,
but he shall mt return to me," 2 famuel 12:15-7%,

We are also baffled in an attempt to diagmse the disease
that carried off the daughter of Jairus, But there is sati s
faction in the considerate command of Jesus that "sowething
be given her to eat," Mark 5:43%,

Nne wonders how wuch medical kmvl edge was imparted to the
"sons of the pronhets.," We find both Flijah and Flisha resus-
citating childrer by a method which suggests direct insuffl-
ation as the tyne of artificial respiration emmloyed: "And
he (Flisha) went up, and lay uvon the child, and nut his mouth
unon his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands
upon his hands; and he stretched himself upon the child, and
the flesh of the child waxed warm, 2 Kirngs 4:18-27, See 3l so
1 Kings 17:17-74, References have already been made to in-
stances of sunstroke ard spirnal meningitis in young peonle,

See pages 28 and 17,
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Di seases of the &kin

The range of skin diseases mentioned in the Eible is¢

mt a large one, There are di cseases already mertionhed under
soecific infectiong vhich have ciitaneous mani festations, e,¢.
lepro sy, swall-pox, plague, venereal, In addition there is
particul ar reference to the loathsome state accommanyl ng
oriental sore: "The Lord shall smite thee in the kneesy and
in the legs, with a sore botch that canrot be healed frowm
the sole of thy foot unto the top of thy head." Deuter, 28: %5,

Varicose ulcers, as already stated, has been judged the aff-

liction of Lazarus who 1lay at Dives gate., Tuke 16 : 19 ~ =1,
There are five other di seases of the skin wentioneds

1. Tinea Tonsurans or Ringworm

This disease - differentially diagrosed from lenmey -
is dedalt with in sowe detail in the Levitical Law:

"And if the priest shall look on the nlague of the scall
and, behold, it be mt ir sight feeper than the kin,
ard there ie o black hair in it: then the priest shall
shut him up that hath the plague of the scall severn
days. And in the seventh day the nriest shsll look on
the plague: and, behold, if the scall spread mwt, and
there isin it I’D yellow hair, and the scall be mt in
sight deeper thar the skin; He shall be shaven, but
the scall shall he mt shave: and the nriest shall shut
him up that hath the scall seven days more. And in the
seventh day the priest shall look on the scalls and,
behold, if the scall be mt spread in the skin, mr be
in sight deeper than the skin; then the nriest shall
promunce him clean: and he shall wash his clothes and
be clean, " Leviticus 12 : 29 - *4,

?« MAlopnecia or Baldness. The Book of Leviticus makes it

clear that baldness ner se is mt to be a matter of renmach

or to be deemed associated with uncleanness: "The man vho ce
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hair is fallenoff his head, he i bald; yet is he clean,
And he that hath his hair faller off from the nart of hie

head toward his face, he is forehead bald¥ yet is he clean,®
Levit, 1% ¢ 40 % 41,

In certain instances baldness is caused by a 1life spent
in excessive labour, ~ith exposure to the sun, In the Book
of ITsalah the condition ic threatened as a mark of degrada-
tion, and in Fzekiel as a badge of servitude:

YPecauce the daughters of 7ion are haughty, and walk
with stretched forth necks, and wanton eyes, walking
and mincing as they go, and making a tirkling with
their feet...It shall come to pass, that instead of
sweet smell there shall be stirk:; arnd instead of a
girdle a rent; and irnstead of well-set hair baldness:
amd instead of a stomaciner a girding of sackcloth: and
burring instead of beauty," Tsaiah 3 16 & 72,

"on of mwan, Nebuchadnez7zar king of Babylon caused his
arwy to serve a great service against Tyrus: every
head was made bald, and every choulder was neel eds

yet had nhe mt wages, mwr his army, for Tyrus, for the
service that he served against it." ¥rekiel 29 : 18,

%« Favus or Scab is associated vith the condition named aes

Scurvy in Leviticus 21:20, It certainly does mt mean the
di sease named scurvy to-day., Favus is ringworm of a honey-
cowb type, vhich goes or to a sc_ab and is wuch mwore di ffi-
cult to treat tharn ordinary ringrvorm., This condition seeme
al so indicated ir the reference vhich cites the wayward and
wanton daughters of 7ion having a scab on the cro n of the
head, Isaiah % : 17,

4, Itch is probably vhat is krmown to us to-day as Scabies,
This aleo, at times, spreads over the body and causes a

crust or sc_ab to develop, Like favus, itch can pass from
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person to nerson, Both these corditions disqualified a
mar. for the nriesthood., Both di seases are threatened as

purl shments, Deuter, 28 : 27,

Perhaps in m section of biblical medicine can there
be so 1little defiriteness as in the remaining skin condi-
tions, This is mt surorising. To expect definiteness would
be to exmect Dermatology ir its present-day advarnced state,
5 Psoriasis wight neverthel ess be read into the following:
"If a wan also or a voman have ir the skin of their
flesh bright spots, ever vhite bright spots; Then
shall the priest look: and, behold, if the bright
spots in the skinof their flesh be darkish rhite:
it 1is a freckled spot that groweth in the skin: he
is clean," Leviticus 172 : =8 & %9,
In tropical and sub-tropical countriies one is apnalled
at the amount of suffering vhich arises from di ceases of
the skin, Dust, filth, lice, fleas and other insects, as
well as impure water, all add their gquota to the breskirg
down of the skin and the spread of ulcerative corditions,

As in Bible times, =0 are things, largely, to-day,
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"If men strive together, and one smite
arpther with a ston e, or vith his fist,
and he die mt, but keepeth his bed; If
he rise again, and walk abroad upon his
staff, then shall he that smote him be
guit: orly he shall pay for the loss of
hic time, and shall cause him to be
thoroughly hesled,” Fxodus 71:18 & 19,

"Ye shall ap~oint you citiegc to be cities
of refuge for you: that the slayer may
flee thither, which killeth any person
at unawares, And they shall be unto you
cities of refuge frow the avenger; that
the wmanslayer die mot, until he stand
before the corgregation in judgment,..
six cities shall be a refuge, both for
the children of Israel, and for the
stranger, and for the sojourner among
them, " Mumbers 25:11 -~ 25,

"?hen thou bubldest a new house, then

thou shalt wmake a battlement for thy

roof, that thou bring mt blood upon .

thine house, if any man fall from thence,"
Deuter, 27 : 8.
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MEDICAL JURI ePRUDEUDNCE

It is a platitude to say that much of Moderr Law has
its roots in the Mosaic Code, The medical jurist has a
fairly large field to survey in the details of the subject
as they are found in Bible pages.

It is striking that so many of the directions and deduct-
ions which Moses 1aid down can be applied with benefit to
our ownh day, "ith the advent of the Yelfare State we are in-
clired to imagine that we have evolved much which was mwt
even thought of before our owrn day, but that is far from
bel ng the case, Our "orkmen's Compensation Act is of compara-
tively recent date, but the substance of it was 1aid down
thousands of years ago in the Mosate Law, 3s can be seen by
glancing at the Forewrd to this Section,

ometimes it 1 averred that the law 'an eye for an eye
ard a tooth for a tooth', is a vengeful one, Certairly Jesus
erurnciated a higher 1law; but the original law c_an also be
read as restrictive, curbing a man when his ire was roused
and forbidding him to go all out for double measure in re-
taliation, This restraint is aleo seen in the establi shment
of the Cities of Refuge and the laws which goverred their
usage, Insistence on judicial handling of all such cases, and
the refusal to encourage revengeful feelings wher the hot
bloocd was unvermost, were the chief motives behind such nrov-

sio ns,
Care was also taken to prevent accidents occurrirg, as



seen by the stipulation that a3 narapet or battlement must
be nrovided for the flat rofs of the houses,

fhe laws 1aid down ip the Book of Leviticus corcerning
the circle of relationships within vhich marriage wag nro-
hibited, are largely as we find them listed in the closing
page of the Book of Common Prayer,

The descriptions given in the Books of Genesis and Judges
of sex obsession are just what is found in pm’.miti.ve life
to-day, Added to the enervating effects of hot climates, and
the undermini ng of physicue by diseases such as malarial fever,
the irhabitants of such lands are heavily handicanned by here-
ditary and envirormental circumstances, incliring them to
allow sexuel matters to occuwy rather much of their time and
thought‘.

Tho se who advocate the removal of the Book of Genesis
from the Camn of Scripture, simply nrove that they have
little kmledge of nrinitive 1ife as 1t was in the nast
and as it is to-day, That Book, with its pictures of the
elemental passions of an early nastoral neople, taken at
its lowest, is a balanced document of great anthropologicsal,
and, it might be added, of wedical value,

Mo ses has rightly been hslled as ar. outstardi ng 1lawgiver,
or trarsmitter as he nrobably wuld have said, And the 1aws
associated with his name have defirnitely 1left their imnress

on the vrld's Medical Juri sprudence,
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"wunds, The instances given ir the Bible of men »ho suffered
from the infliction of vounds show a variety of weanons ard
mi s8l es employed, To take a few: Ahsb died of haemorrhage
because "a certain man drew a bow at a venture, and smote
the king of Israel between the joints of the harness (between
the lower armour and the breast-nlate - R.V.)...2and the

blood rar out of the wound irto the midst of the chariot. "
1 Kings 22 ¢« 74 & *5,

Goliath died from a wound in the forchead inflicted by

'the boy David' by means of a slirg and stone, 1 Saw.17:49.

Two adulterers were put to death by Phinreas who "rose up
frow among the congregation, and took a javelinin his hand
.eeand thrust both of them through," Mwmbers 25 : 7 % 8.

Baal's prophets cut thewmselves with knives and 1grncets,
1 Kirgs 18 : 28,

The slde of Jesus Christ was nierced by a spear, John 19: 74,
Precent day methods of the wedical jurist would have corn-

firmed that the Lord's wound was a post-mortem one.,

Criminal Offences varticularly instanced in Scrinture

are mumerous, Murder, mansl aughter and comaon assault are
mi mitely dealt with both in regard to the evidences re~ruired
and the nurl shments to be meted out.

Murder, It was laid down with great emphasis in the Mosaic
Law that the taking of 1life vittingly and by intent must be
puri shed resolutely: "At the hand of every man's brother

will T require the life of man, "hoso sheddeth man's blood,

by man shall his blood be shed: for ir the image of Goé
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made he man," Genesis 9 : 5 & 6,

"If a man come presumptuously uvon his neighbour, to slay
him »ith guiles; thou shalt tske him from mine altar, that
he may dle," Exodus 21:14, "Woreover ye shsall teke m
satisfaction (ransom ~ R,V,) for the 1ife of a murderer,
which 18 guilty of death; but he shall surely be nut to
death. "  Numbers * : 3,

The time spent in readirng carefully the 25th chapter of
the Book of MNMumbers will be amply repaid: here it is 1aid
out 1n the greatest detail the variety of weawons by which
a mwar may weet his death - 1instrument of iron, stone,
weapoﬁ of wod - whether those weapolis were in the hands of
a man who had murder in his heart or who guite unvittingly
was the cause of amther's death, Al so the rules are care-
fully detaliled which should guide the judges or elders of
the Cities of Refuge vhen trylng such cacses,

It is expresdly 1aid down that without doubt there must
be proof of the deed and of the evil intent,

*"ho __so killeth a nerson, the murderer shall be nut to
death by the mouth of witnesses: but one vitness shall mt
testify against a nerson to cause him to die, " Mumbers 25: 70,
The recuiremernt of more than one witness to establish guilt

is irherent in British Law to-day.,

Instarces of Death by Violence. We are mt told by ~hat

-

means @ain took the life of his brother Abel, Tt is pose-

ible to argue that this was ot a case of murder, but rather



ore of mansl aughter, This may exlain Cain's nurichmert
beirg less than death, Geresis 4 : 8 - 15,

Jael's wurder of &isera was deliberate ard cold-blooded,
being carried out with amazing resolution for a wman, the
mwt orly struck the tent-pin through his temnle and fast-
ened it in the ground, but vwhen Barak the pursuer of ¢ sera
arrived she came out to meet him and said to him: "Come, T
will show thee the wan vhom thou seekest, Ard when he came
into her tent, behold, Sisera lay desd and the nail (tent-
pin - R.V.) was in his temples."” Judges 4 : 27,

In the case of Hazael'!s murder of king Ben-hadad suff-
ocation was brought about by mweans of a wet cloth, In the
accourt given of Ben-hadad's death we see duplicity and
cruelty by vhich Hazael could usurp the place of his master
and callously plan treason:

"Ard Hazael said, "hy weeneth my lord? And he (Wlicha)
answered, Because I kv the evil that thou wilt do
unto the children of Israel: their strongholds thou
wilt set on fire, and their young wen vilt thou &lay
with the sword, and wilt dash their children, and
rip up their vomen vith child, And Hazael said, Dut
wvhat! 1s thy servant a dog, that he should do this
great thing? And Flisha answered, The Lord hath
shored me that thou shalt be king over Qyria, © he
devarted from Flisha, and came to his master: rho
said to him, "hat said Elisha to thee? and he ansr~
ered, He told me that thou shouldest surely recover,
And it came to pass on the morrow, that he took a
thick cloth, and dipned it in vater, and soread it
on hie face, 0 that he died: and Hazael relgned

ir his stead.” ?Kings 8 : 172 - 15,

Jehu's killing of Jezebel makes even mwore vivid and

gruesome readl ng:
""her Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it:



and she nainted her face, and tired her head, and
looked out at a vindow, And as Jehu entered in at
the gate, she =ald, Had "imri veace, "o sler hic
master? And he 1lifted up his face to the vindow
and said, "ho ison my «ide? vho? And there lonoked
out to him tw or three eumichs., Ard he said, Throw
her dovn, So they threw her down: and some of her
blood was sorirkled on the wall, arnd on the horrces:
and he trod her urder foot., Arnd ~hen he was cowme
in, he did eat and drirk, and said, Go, sece mw

this cursed woman, and bury her; for che is a king's

daughter, A _nd they went to bury her: but they
found m more of her than the skull, and the feet,
arnd the palms of her hands.,..Tn the portionof Jez-
reel shall dogs eat the flesh of Jezebel.,"

2 Kings. 9 : %0 - %6,

Jehu's forceful ness earned for him more than a name for

8a

furlous driving - 2 Kings 2: 2. That the parish dogs, which

seem to have abounded in the Middle Fast from time immemori
to the nresent day, were capable of doing what is above in-

dicatéd, is ot to be doubted.

C apital Puni shment, Among the Jews the execution of those

al

condemned to death took various forms, Hanging was ome form,

and perhaps Hawan suffered death in this way on a gallows
vhich was severty-five feet high, as described in the Book
of Fsther - 7th chapter., But hanging seews in most cases
to have been resorted to after the victim had been killed;
which reminds of the custom in the vast inour own country
when portions of the bodles of those executed were hung in
oublic places. Joshua meted out this imdigrity to five
kings whom he first imprisoned in a c_ave till the battle
in which they were captured was over:

"Jo shua csmote them, and slew them and hangeq them
on five trees: and they were hanging uoon the trees
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until the evering, And it came to pasgc at the time
of the going down of the sun, that Joshua cowmwanded,
and they took thew down off the trees, and cast
them into a cave vherein they had been hid, -ard
laid great stones in the cave's mouth, vhich remain
until this day," Joshua 10 : 26 & 7,
"hatever the faults of King Saul's daughters, ve carmt
withhold admiration from Rizpah for so faithfully watching
the hanging bodies of her tw sons and those of the five
adopted sons of her sister Michal:
"The king took the tw sons of Rizah,..arnd the five
sons of Michal the daughter of Saul.,..arnd he deliv-
ered them into the hands of the Gibeorites, and
they hanged thewm in the hill...And Rizoah the daugh-
ter of Aiah took sackcloth, and spread it for her
upon the rock, from the beginrirg of harvest until
the water drooned upon them out of heaven (till the
rains fell from the sky unon the bodies - Moffat),
and suffered neither the birds of the air to rest
upon them by day, rmor the beasts of the field by
right, " 2 Samuel 71 : 8 - 10,
By his actions King David often showed himeelf a man
above the average, 2s when he comwanded that the bones
of those seven men, and the bones of Saul and Jonathan,

be buried in the grave of King Saul'c father - Kish,
? Camuel 721: 12 - 14,

Stoni ng was the commonest form of judicial slaying: "all
Israel stoned him (Achan) with stones." Joshua 7 : 75,
The usual procedure seems to have been for the chief =it-
ness to cast the first stone and to hit the guilty person
on the chest, If this did mt kill him, other bystanders
hurled more stones until death sunervened., It must have
beer a vicious scene. Stenhern, the first Christian martyr

was killed in this way, and to give freedow of action
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those who threw the stones took off their upper garmerts,
which were taken c_are of by a young mwan pamed $aul, vho

was later the Apostle Paul, Acts 7 : 54 - 60.

Burri ng was al o employed to put to death a man vho took

to wife both a vowman and her mother, All three were to be

"burnt with fire". Leviticus M:14, This oun shment was

called for by Judah against his daughter-ib-1aw Tamar, when

it was reported that che had played the harlot: "And Judah

sald, Bring her forth, and let her be burnt," Cenesis *8:.24,

This story takes a curious turn vhen it is revealed that

it was Judah himself vho had committed adultery with Tamar

-~ mwt krowing vho she was!

Beheading was al o employed by the Jews, but mostly on

enemi es, the beheading being done within or without the gatess
"Then he (Jehu) wrote a letter the second time to
them, saying, If ye be mine, and if ye vill hearken
unto my woice, take ye the heads of the men ypur
master's sons, and come to me to Jezreel by to-morrow
this time, lbw the king's (Ahab) sons, being severty
persons, were with the great menof the city, which
brought them up, And it came to vass, when the letter
came to them, that they took the king's sons, and
slew severty pnersons, and out their heads in baskets,
and sent them to Jezreel." 2 Kings1l0 : 6 % 7,

Crucifixdon wae mt a Jevish but a foreign wmethod of exec~

ution,

Sami ng asunder implied a crushing of the body between

iron i nstruments, Hebrews 11 : %7.

Accidental Death, "hile emphasis was laid on the necessity

of suni shwent in cases of murder, awole provision was made
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for the nrotection of the man vwho took the life of amther
by accident, Six\ Cities of Refuge were apnointed throughout
the 1and, to any of which an unwitting taker of amther's
life might resort and find a safe haven from 'the averger
of blood! til_l he was given a fair trial in the Court of
the Flders, In the Foreword to this Section of Medical
Juri spru‘dence 1s found ar account of the establishment of
those Cities of Refuge, Tw further paragraphs detail vhat
types of cases are to be nrotected in this way:

"Thi s 1s the case of the glayer vhich chall flee
thither, that he may live: whoso killeth his
reighbour igmrantly, whom he hated mt in time
past; as when a man goeth in to the wood with
hi s neighbour to her wod, and his hand fetcheth
a stroke wvith the ax to cut down the tree, and
the head slinneth from the helve, and lighteth
upon his neighbour, that he die." Deut, 19:4 & 5.,

"If he thrust him sudderliy vithout emity, or have
cast upon him anything without lying in wait, or
with a stone, vherevith a man may die, seeing him
mt, and cast it upon him, that he die, and was
mt his enemy, reither sought his harm: Then the
corgregation shall judge between the slayer and
the avernger of blood accordirng to these judgments:
and the corgregation shall deliver the slayer out
of the hand of the revenger ot blood, and the conr-
gregation shall restore him to the city of his
refuge whither he was fled.," Mumbers *5:°2-75,

It is plain that there 1s mothing nebulous in the 1aws
passed: there are precedents amd possible eventualities
ready at hand to be cited in case of need, It is the care
in detailing the law's requirements and protections which
impresses one on readi ng the medical jurisprudence of <o

ancient a time.

Absalow! s death resulted fromw a curious accident, Toubtless
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he had reasmr to be nmoud of hie head of hair, but his
lock s were the means of his undoing:
"Absalom rode Uporn 3 mule, and the mule wert under
the thick bows of a great osk, and his head caught
hold of the 8k, arc he was taken up between the
heaver and the earth; and the mule that was under
him went away...And Joab took three darts in his
hanrd, and thrust them through the heart of Absalom,
while he was yet alive ir the midst of the ok, "
2 Samuel 18 : 9 - 14,

As has already been pointed out,it was required that
all reasonable steps be taken to prevert accidents, cuch
as falls from the flat roofes of the houses, which accidents
might have been comson but for the injunction to erect a
battlemert or narapet as part of all such roofs.

The Law ot orly enjoined all reasonable precautions to
be taken, but it decreed that compensation be paid to those
vho suffered by want of care on the part of others, and this
leads us to observe with adwiration the rules 1aid dovn in

judging such cases as wight c_all for compernsation,

Compensation for Injury., Our text-books on Medical Juri s-

prudence gevnerally deal vith abortion frow the pvoint of
view of a woman criminally seeking to procure it, or a
docto(;fdther person aiding or abetting her in her desire

to get rid of the fruit of her vomb, The Nosaic Law treats
the subject from a different angle. ™hat part a voman might
have "L wen striving" - vwhether che sought to separate
them, or the shock to her feelings in seelng them fighting,
is mt detailed - but the dire and urndesired results of

such strife are to be taken into account: "If wmen strive,
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ard hurt a voman vith child, so that her fruit denart from
her, and yet m wi schief follow: he shall be surely puni ched,
according as the voman's husband shall lay uvon him: a_nd
he shall pay as the judges determine, And if any mwi schief

follow, then thou shalt give life for life,"
Exodus 721 ¢ 22 & 2%,

4 master might pay dearly for an outburst of temper +hich
led hiwm to strike a servant, The servant implied was evid-
ently a bond-servart: "If a man smite the eye of his servant,
or the eye of his maid, that it pericsh; he shall let him go
free for his eye's sake, And if he swite out his man servant’s
tooth, or his maid-servant's tooth, he shall let him go free
‘for his tooth's sske," Fxodus 2L : 26 & 27.

Urwillingness to part with a vicious ox might cost a
man very dearly. In our own day we read of a vicious dog
or other animsl being ordered to be shot, but we do mwt
deal so drastically with their owners as they were dealt

vith in 01d Testament times:

"Tf anox gore a mayn or voman, that they die: then
the ox shall be surely stoned, and his flesh shall
ot be eaten: but the owner of the ox cshall be ouit,
But 1f the ox were wont to nush with his hornin time
past, and it hath been testified to his owner, and
he hath mt kept him in, but that he hath killed =a
man or woman; the ox shall be stoned, and hig owrer
shall be put to death, If there be laid on hiw a
sum of money, then shall he give him for the rarsom
of hic 1ife whatsoever is 1aid upon him, "hether he
have gored a son , or nave gored a daughter, sccord-
ing to this judgment shall it be done unto him, Tf
the ox sghall push a man-servant, or a mald-servant;
he shall give unto their master thirty shekels of
silver, and the ox shall be stored. ™ Fdod,71:78-3%2,



Adultery = Pro stitution : Unpatural Offerces

The above crimes were heavily indicted ir the Mosaic Law.
The detalls of such offences are mwt glossed over in the
Bible, and the cases mentioned are often wost glaring., The
Jews have undoubtedly benefited frow the starndard of their

domestic 1life beirg abo¥e the average,

"here bestiality was the crime, the animal was al s killed

in an endeavour to obliterate all memory of the deed, This
last helmus act is described as 'confusion', Levit, 18: 2%,

Death to both parties was the penalty for immorality
between a man and a married wman, The betrothed girl was
put in the same category, and liable to the same penalty, as
the married woman,

The implied consent of the betrothed girl who was £=aned
ingdde a city, but who cried mt, was deemed worthy of the
highest penalty - both were to be stoned; the man becauce
"he hath humbled his neighbour's vife"; the girl because
she erled mt, Deuter, 22:74, But if the deed took place
in s field, orly the man was to be out to death: "If a man
find a betrothed damsel ir the field, and the man force her,
eeosthe manornly...shall die, But unto the damsel thou shalt
do mthing: there 1s in the damsel mw sir vorthy of death:
for as vhen a wan riseth agalinst his neighbour, and ¢l ayeth
him, Vm is this matter: For he found her in the field, and

the betrothed damsel cried, and there was mre to save her,T
Deuter, 27 : 725 - 27,
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I the case of a girl rot betrothed, the man was due to
pay Tifty shekels of silver to the girl's father, and he
must accept the girl as his wife, "Because he hath humbl ed

her, he may mt put her away all his days," Deut. 77:8&72,

Instances of Tmworality, An instance of imrorality is given

in the gross conduct of Reuben, Jacob's eldest son, towards
his father's concubine Bilhah, This was something Jacob never
forgot rwr forgave, On his deathbed he stigmati sed Reuben i1
the vords, "Reuben,..unstable as water, thou shalt mt excel
eeohe went un to my couch," Into the story of Joseph we
have a parenthesi s inserted ir the tale of Judah's dealirgs

- with his daughter-irn-law, In this internolation we are told

of an act of coitus-interruptus practised ir that far off day,
Genesis 8 : 9,

Rape. In the Books of Geresis - 19th chapter - and Judges
- also 19th chapter - we have tw similar and revoltirng
stortes vhich show the subjection of primitive women to the
will and dictates of wen, To-day we carrot conceive of men
operliy claiming to practiée sodomy - theoriginof the word
'sodomy' is to be mted - as did the menof Todom., Mr can
we imagi re mern acting towards a daughter or mistress as did
Lot and the Levite, The humbling of a daughter, as in the
cases cited, was later provided against i the 1aw forbidd-
ing prostitution, Leviticus 19 : M.

Ammon' s conduct towards his sister Tamar is irexnmlic_able

urless we simply dismiss him as a moral ververt, Absalom's
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plot for reverge ard the c_arrying of it out wae ruthlecs.
If there is a desire for a human short story, one has it
in the fecond Book of Samuel -~ the thirteenth chanter. Imn

that story the elemental passions have full nlay.

Incest. In the story of Lot and his tw daughters there
i1s the record of amazing acts of incest, {nexcusable even
in the 1ight ot strong primitive aréd natural desires to
avwid barrenness, Genesis 19 : % - =3,

Fal se accusations of immorality. Mrs., Craik - the author

of '"John Halifax, Gertleman' - has apnraised the Story of
Joserh as one of the finest chort stories in the v,o.rld' s
literature, In that story we have displayed the wviles and
crafti ness of a licentious voman to overcome the inmcence
of a decent 1ad, Genesis 2%2th chapter, In setting un Heb-
rew Lav stens were taken to nrotect young people, girls in
particular, from an evil name imnuted to thewm in the matter

of accusations of immorality., Deuter, 272 ¢+ 1% - 71,

Medicsl grounds for Divorce, In the Book of Deuterormwmy -

24th chapter - there is the suggestion that the finding
of gomrrhoea in a woman is a just ground for divorce. In
the Authorised Version of Scrinture the condition s named
mincl eanness” ard in the Revised an ™unseemly thing", A
wife found with such a condition on warriage i1s described
as finding m favour in her husband's eyes: and after di-
vorce, on her marryirg again, the second husband is esnoken

of as nrbably hating her,
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Law of Jealousies or Suspicion, Ir the Law nrovisiorn

was made for even the anearance of jealousy ir a husband
agairst a wife, with or vithout cause, Dne wonders vhat
was the rature of "the bitter water that causeth the curse"
vhich was =0 effectusl 41 declding vhat 1s so often ir the

rature ot things a matter of extreme ¢ifficulty,
Mumbers 5 ¢ 12 - 78,

Qonsanguirity and Marriage, The circle of relationship

within which marriage was prohibtedyas set forth in the
eighteenth chapter of the Book of Leviticus, 1s almost
identical with what is generally accented in civili sed
states at the present day,

Proper marriage recelved every encouragement among the
Jewl sh neonle, even to the extent of passing an extraord-
inary law vhich reads: ""hen a man hath taken a new wife,
he sghall mt go out to war, neither shall he be charged
with any business: but he shall be free at homwe one year,
and shall cheer un his wife vhich he hath tsken,"

Deuter, 24 : 5,

Matilation and Tattooing, In most nriwmitive tribes

various swall or large mutilations in the flesh are common
as tribal or other marks, Tattooing is also a familiar
nractice, though by m weans confined to primitive neonles!
In the Levitcal Law we find embargoes on such custowms: "Ye
shall mt -round the corrers of your heads, neither shalt

thou mar the corners of thy beard, Ye shall mt make any

cuttings i your flesh for the dead, ror nrint any marke



upon you," Leviticus 19 : 27 & 78,

sutcide. ITf mutilation and tattooing were forbidden, the

taking of one's own 1life was still more vetoed, It is int-

eresting to mte that four outstanding cases of suicide
mentioned in Scripture are all of men who in other ways
had been weighed in the balance and found wanting:

1. Kirg Saul fell unon his swrd vhen the battle went
against him and the enemy archers wunded him, Hé
had recourse to death by his own hand ",est" he said,
"these uncircimei sed come and abuse me,"” 1 Chror,10: *&4,
Tt is mt to be forgotten that 2 Sam, 1:10 states an
Amal ekite claimed to add the fini shing touch,

2. Zimri vhen he found corspiracy ard treason did mt
bring him the destred results, "Went into the p3alace
of the king's house, ard burnt the king's house over
nim with fire, and died." 1 Kings 16 : 18.

%, Ahithonhel's exit showed a neurotic's touchinese and

deliberateness: ""hen Ahithophel saw that his counsel
was mwt followed, he saddled his ass, and aros=e, and
gat him howe to his house, to his city, and put his

household in order, and hanged hiwself and died. "
? Samuel 17 ¢ 2%,

4, Judas ran amok after his traitorous act, according
to the account Peter gave in preaching: "This man
hurchased a field vith the reward of iricuity: and

falling headlong, he burst asunder in the widst and

all hig bowels gushed out," Acts 1 : 18,



Peter's larguage in his sermon way have been figurative
si nce Matthew's account reads: "Then Judas...repernted
himself, and brought again the thirty vieces of silver to
the chief nriests and elders, saying, T have sinned in
that I have betrayed the inrocent blood...Ard he cast down
the nieces of silver in the temple, and departed, a nd went

went and hanged himsel f," Matthew 27 ¢« 3 - 5,
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Yo saic NDrders to spldiers:
" ye ablide without the camm seven days:
vho soever hath killed any nerson, and
who so ever hath touched any slain, nurify
both yourselves and your cantives on the
third day, apd or the seventh day., And
purlfy 211 your raiment, and all that is
made of skins, and all vwork of goats! hair,
and 21l thi ngs made of vood.,..
Nrly the gold, and the silver, the brass,
the iron, the tin, and the lead, FEverything
that may abide the fire, ye shall make it
go through the fire, and it shall be clean;
rnevertheless it shall be purified with the
water of separation: and all that abideth
ot the fire ye shall make go through the
water,
And ye shall wash your clothes orn the
severth day, and ye shall be clean, and
afterward ye shall come into the camp,.,"
Muwbers 71 : 19 - 24,

"If a woman have an issue, and her issue in
her flesh be blood, she shall be put spart
seven days: and whosoever toucheth her
shall be unclean until the even, And every
thing that she lieth uron in her separation
shall be unclean: and every thirng also that
she sitteth unon chall be unclean, :And who-
o ever toucheth her bed shall wash his clo-
theg, and bathe hiwself 1n water, and be
unclean until the even, And whosoever touc-
heth anything that she sat uoon shall wash
his clothes 4 and bathe himself in water,
and be unclean until the even,..

But if she be cleansed of her issue, then
shall she mumber to herself seven days, and
after that she shall be clean,"

Leviticus 15 : 19 - 28.
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4s in Medical Juri sprudernce so in Public Health the
beginnings of modern princinles are found in the Yenic
Code, Seelig in his "Medicine : Ar Historical Nutline"
says, "The ancient Jews like other Cemitic peoples, were
mt pathfinders in wedicine,..In orly one branch, nubliec
hygi ene, were the early Jews nre-eminent; along this 1ine
they enjoy the reputationof being creators,”

The Mosalc Law emphasi sed the benefite to be derived
from personal, domestic and communal hygiene, but the
foundations of all were based on the hesal th-sense and the
protection of the individual,

Personal defilement or uncleanness was reckoned on a
variety of scores - by taching the dead body of a vperson
or carcase of one of the lower arimals; an issue in the
flesh; mcturnal emissions; and childbirth made a voman
unclean for a veriod,

Directions, simple but effective, were given ipn regard
to the di sposal of faeces, "e find guidance also given
as to the burial of the dead, and there is a reference to
the washing of a body before burial, Cremation and embal w-
ing are al o mentioned,

The strictness and defiriteness of the laws dealing
with lenrosy ard leprous patients are imoressive., It is
guite true that other conditions were covered by the term

leorosy, though, again, the differential diagmses with
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other diseases are giver ir the Bible, It is to be remem-
bered al so that the factors which nrobably caused 1ento sy
to be 0 feared, and o riégouroudy treated, were the

app arently honeless asnect of the disease from the curative
point of view and the seeming inevitableness of the hidesus
end-results, Though, one mtes that recession and even cure
of the disease were provided for in the Law,

The 1ists given in the Levitical Law of the 'clean' and
tuncl ean' beasts are in accord with vhat are considered
edible and inedible in civilised countries to-day, with
the excentions of the nhare and the pnig,

The 1aw regarding diverse things mt to be mixed; the
fruit of fruit trees mwt to be eaten for the first four
years; and the ultra purificationof the nriests are all
roteworthy,

The recogntion of the value of good water systems goes
far back in Jewish history and practice.

Professor D, M, Blair in his booklet " A Toctor looks
at the Bible" well sums un the contribution of the ¥nsgaic
Law to preventive medicine and hygiene:

"The Mosaic Law contains the very first code of
preventive medicine, Our wodern winds, conscious

of the fact that orly irn our own day has the nre-
vertive side of medicine begun to be strescsed,,.

are amazed to find ir thig anciert code a medical
csectinnp vhich i s entirely nrevertive ir it emnhaci o,
Somethirg of the sort was necessary if the children
of Israel, physically weskened by the grinrding
slavery it Fgynt, were to survive the rigours of
the ™ 1lderness journey and the hygienic difficulties

of their close-nacked encamomerts,.The efficacy of
the el aborate ritual irn cowbating the snread of
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'uncl earnese', or irfection, received a curiousc
recogrition wany certuries after its incention.
During the Middle Ages, Turone was devasated
neriodically by nlague, vhich shread over *hole
courtries and decimated re2tions, The Plack Teatn
ip Frgland was nart of such a visitation, ~hirsh
earlier swept through Italy, vhere the erlighterned
ruler of ore of the Ttslian States, »ho mticed
that the Jevish comiurity escaned more 1lightly
than others, correctly attributed thies to the
periods of 1=lation observed after cortact with
infected nersons or dead bodies, and immosed the
Jevi sh code upon the vhole cstate, In the following
ceptury the Verneliar cuarartire laws were formed,
the term 'quarantine', ctill with us to-day, being
deri ved frow the Italian vord guarants, me=aning
forty, because the Vernetiars took over frow the
Moszic Code one of the longest neriods of 1:0l--
tion, that of forty days. It is strange to thirk
that our modern ouarantine laws derive their or-
iginal authority from the thunders of Sinai."

Uncl earness by Touching a Dead Pody

The Mosalic L,aw enacted that anyone vho touched the dead
body of a person was to be unclean seven days, If a man
shoulé die in a ternt, then all who ertered the tent were
to be reckoned unclean for a week, This 12w also =apnlied
to anyone vho touched a human bone or a grave, To all such,
a clean person was to teke a bunch of hyssop and dio it inp
water ard sprirkle the tent, the persons who were there,
ard the vessels of the tent, This sprirklirg with hysscoo
was to be dore on the third ard seventh days, Mim, ch=»,19,

After a battle - as we have seen in the Forevord to this
‘Section -~ anyone who had slain amther was to stay outcide
the cawp seven days and go through the purifying ritusal.
And thei;' caotives had to do the same. The process of nur-

ifying was to extend to all articles - clotning or iomedi-
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merta of any kind which they had vith them - and these too
had to be thoroughly dealt with according to the mirute
i petructions vhich were 1aid down,

Ir the ordinary way a oriest was rot to touch a dead
body - he must rot defile hiwself in this way, But the
Law vas relaxed for him in the case of his father, mother,
son, daughter, brother, and urmarried sister., T/ev, 71:1-4,
One mtes that there is m snecific mention of relaxation
of the 1aw on the death of the nriest's wife,

It calls for remark that, important as was the tornof
Tiberlas orn the Sea of Galilee, there is m mention in the
New Testamert of Jesus ever entering it, It is believed
that this was because Herod Antipas igrmored the fact that
the gite he had chosen was over an ancient cemetery, Tewout
Jews avoided the place., Jesus kept the Law, yet His comm-
assion moved Him to touch the bier on wvhich 1lay the dead
body of the young man who was being carried through the
gate of the city of Nain, thus to all apnearance making

Hiwself ceremorially unclean., Luke 7 : 11 - 16,

The law al o apnlied to whoever touched the carcase of
a beast it the list of those deemed unclean, It was laid
down that he "shall be unclean until the everning, and vho-
soever beareth ought of the carcase of them shall washhis
clothes, and be unclean until the evering,” Lev. 11:24&75,

to what
The taboo extended!were esteemed clean beasts - 1f they

should die by themselves , or be torn by other beasts -~ if
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anyone touched such an arimal he had to wash his clothes

and bathe himself in water, The estimation of uncl eanress

was also to embrace anything the carcase fell upon, A

woden vessel must be put in water until the evering: an
earthen vessel was to be broken., Tf the carcase fell unon

an oven or range for nots, these were also to be broken down,
A fountaln with vlenty of water was to be deewmed clean: al <o
seed for sowing, but if water was upon the seed the see_d wasg

unclean, Leviticus 11lth chapter,

Uncl eanness after Chil dbi_rth

4 woman was to be considered unclean for seven days after
giving birth to a male child, and unclean for fourteer days
after giving birth to a fewmaele child, In addition, she was
' to contime in the blood of her purifying ' thirty-three
days for a male child and twice as long for a fem=le child,
The reason for this law lay in the belief that the lochia
of the mother 1lasted longer in the case of a female child,

Leviticus 12th chapter,

Uncl eanness by an issue in the flesh

A nerson vho had a 'running sore' was flagrantly unclean,
In the Forewrd to this fection the part quoted shows that
the 1law for a voman with an issue was so worded that there
was 1o loophole, Similar restrictions apnlied to a man with
a 'rurring 1ssue out of his flesh', but there was ap addi-
tion in regard to the saddle he rode upon, the uncleanness

of the saddle defiled the groom vho might carry it,
Leviticus 15 : 9 & 10,
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As has been said, "There is an extraordirnary annreciation
of the danger of the soread of infection by contagion - note
and stoves, water vessels, tent, bedding, if exmosed to ir-
fection, must all be cleansed or destroyed, Most extraordirary
of all is the recogrition of spitting as a means of snreading
disease.”" The actual citatlon in regard to spittirg reads:
"Arnd if he that hath an issue snit uvon him that is clean:
then he shall wash his clothes, and bathe himself i1 water,

and be unclean until the even," Leviticus 15 : 8.

Unclearness by Fmissions., 4 man's emission rendered him

unclean and he was enjoirned to wash himself in water, and
wash any garment upon which the emission fell, and be un-
clean until the everning, If it chanced him by right he must
go outside the camp, wash himself as the evening was comirng

on, and come into the camp again vhern the sun was set,
Deutérc ?_z M4 1() &: llc

Fxcrement, There is a suggestion that something akin to
trench 1latrines was the system in vogue among the Israelites,
The simnle rule in Peuteromwmy 2%:12 &£ 1% ~ "Thou shalt have
a nlace also without the camp, vhither thou shalt go forth
abrosd: Arnd thou shalt have a paddle unon thy weapon; and

it shall be, vhen thou wilt ease thyself abroad, thou shalt
dig therewith, and shalt turp back ard cover that -hich
cometh from thee" - if that simple rule was kmvn and acted
upon by‘oriental neoples to-day, it would revolutiorkre

heaslth conditions and be the means of saving countless lives,
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Blood was likevise to be covered with dust, Levit, 17 : 1%

Disnosal of Dead Bodies

Lack of decent burisl was regarded as a calamity by
biblical veovles, A wan's body being given up to the fo-ls
of the air and the beasts of the field was judged fitting
retribution for evil doing, Deuter, 28 : %6,

Opne is imoressed by the instance given in the Pook of
Fzekiel where a comnany of men were detailed of T for the cuty
of burying bodies after slaughter on a large battlefield, The
method employed of putting uo a sign for the guidance of
tho se whocse duty it was to inter, and the performance of
those duties for a protracted period, are typical of the
order of things in various countries after recent warse

"Seven morths shall the house of Israel be burying
of thewm (Gog and his multitude), that they may
cleanse the land, Yea, 3ll the neonle of the land
shall bury them,,.And they shall sever out menof
contimal employwent, passing through the land,
to bury with the passengers those that remainon
the face of the earth to cleanse Tt: after the
end of seven wonthg chall they search, Arnd the
vassergers that nass through the 1and, when any
seeth a wan's bone, then shall he set up a sign

by it, till the buriers have buried it in the
valley of Hamon-gog." Fzekiel ®9:17 - 15,

"ashing of dead body., The nractice of washing the dead

before burial has a reference in the case of Torcas vho
when
"was sick,and died: whom!they had washed, they laid ir

an upper chamber.” Acts 9 : 37.
Premation is mentioned in the Book of Samuel: "All the

valiarnt men arose, and vert a1l right, and took the body
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of Saul and the bodies of his sons from the wall of Beth-

shan, and came to Jabesh, and burnt thew therel! 1 Sam.=1:19.

But we are informed that the bones were mt o treated but
were buried: "And they took their bores, ard buried them
under a tree at Jabesh, and fasted severn days." 1 Sam,Z1:17%,
Amo s says Moab vill suffer nuri shment "Becaucse he burned

the bones of the King of Fdom irto lime.," Amos 2 : 1.

Fobalwirng, Josenh had so far embraced Fgyotian customs
that he "Commanded his servants the physicians to embalm

his father: and the physicians embslmed Tsrael," CGen, 50: 7,

Lenrosy. Acs already stated, it ic aonarent from Bible narr-
atives that leprosy was a much dreaded di sease, The 1%th and
l14th chepters of the Book of Leviticus give full accounts
of the diagrosis of leprosy and the measures to be addnted
for the nmtection of the comwurity againrst those carrying
the mal ady, The responsibility for upholding the laws of
nublic health was vested ir the nrgtst, The rule to guide
the »nriect in diagrosis was simple:

"hern a mar shall have i1 the skinof his flesh

a rising, o scab, or bright spot, and it be in

the &&inof his flesh like the nlague of leorosy:

then he shall be brought unto the priest...And

the priest chall look on the plague in the kin

of the flesh: and rhen the hair in the pl=ague is

turned vhite, and the nlague in sight be cdeeper

tharn the skin of his flecsh, 1t is a nlague of

lentosy: and the nriect shall look on him and

nrorounce him unclean," Levit, 1% 2 & 7,

That contagion was susnpected to be responsible for

the enread of the disease 1c seer irn segregation beirg
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strictly _enforced, even in the case of a patient ~ith a
susoiclor of lenrosy, ©Such a natient vas to be shut un
seveli days and then re-examined, If the di sease secemeld to
be at a staj he was shut up for seven other days. If the
diagmsls was at once seen to be positive: "If the rising
be white in the skin, and it have turned the hair vhite,
and there be ocuick raw flesh ir the rising... the nriest
shall nromunce him unclean, and shall mt shut him un: for
he isunclean,” TLeviticus 13 : 18 % 11,

Differential diagmses were made between leprosy and boils,

ti nea tonsurans, neoriasis, and alopecia, Levit, 1%:18 - 46,
There must have been moments of great anxiety to the
suspected nerson vhile the nriest was waking his exami nation
and comirg to his decision, for fear an adverse judgment
was promunced, such as is cortained in the vords:
"He is A leorous man, he is unclean: the nriest
shall nromunce him awtterly unclean,..And the
leper in vhow the nlague is, his clothes shall
be rent, ard his head bare, he shall out a
covering unon hig unner 1lip, and chall cry,
Unclean, unclean, All the days vhereln the
nlague shall be in him he shall be defiledshe
is urclean: he shall dwell alone; -ithout the
camm shall his habitation be." Levit, 17%:44-46,
The outcast, however, could apneal if hig disesase
seemed to heal, and it was nossible to be prormunced
clean again, and be re-admitted to the nleasures of home,

friends ard rormsl human life:

"Thi s shall be the law of the leper in the day of
his cleansing: He shall be brought unto the nriest:
And the nriest chall go forth out of the c_awp: and

















































































































































































































































































