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Chapter One:

THE PARERNT OF OUR SCHOOILS

nour youth also aucht to be nurischit and mentenit at the
schuilis, that thairoutof efterward micht spring Preicheris,
Counsellouris, Phisiciounis, and all uther Kyndes of leirnit
men that we have neid of.,  For the Schuillis are the seid of
the Kirk and comnmoun-welth, and our Children ar the hope of the
posteritie, quhilk being neglectit, thair cen nathing be luikit
for, bot that barbarous ignorance sall overflow all,"

- David Fergusson, (1)
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Scottish parochial education of the 19th century has its
roots in the Reformation, In a2 speech at a tradesmen's meeting
in Edinburgh, 1838, Dr, Thomes Chalmers said: "It was religion
in Scotland which gave the first impulse to Bducation. John
Knox and his associates convinced the popular understanding of
the country, that the Bible was the genuine record of communica-
stion from God to man; and that within the four corners of that
book there were the words which were able to make them all wise
unto salvation, It was this that inspired them with a universal
desire to possess the faculty of reading, that they might unlock
the mysteries of the Scriptures, and acgquire that knowledge of
God, and of nis Son Jesus Christ, whicn is life everlasting., It

was this which created a universal demand for Education among the

1. From: Ane Sermon, Preichit befoir the Regent and Nobilitie,
upon a part of the thrid Chapter of the Propnet Malachi, in
the Kirk of Ieith, 2t the tyme of the Generall Assemblie, on
Sonday the 13 of Januarie, Anno, Do, 1571, Be David
Fergussone, Minister of the Evangell at Dunfermlyne,



people of Scotland. Therefore, let them never forget that
religion is the parent of our Schools.” (2)
It would be impossible to write of Education in 19th

century Scotland without a long backward look to the Reformation.

In a period prolific in speeches, SeTmons, pamphlets and reports
on the subject of popular education almost every printed paper
concurs with Chalmers' view on the main features of the Scottish

educational heritage: that it was the Reformers who prepared the

ground-plan for parochial schools; that such schooling was to be
_based on the Biblej and that it was for everyman,

It is true that learning was not altogether lacking before
the days of Knox, From the arrival of St, Columba in Iona in
563 Mother Church was the parent and nurse of the schools of

Scotland, The parish system which John Knox bodied forth in

his plans for general education goes back to the days of the
Roman Church, where, within the parish, the priest was usually
the instructor, Young priests-to-be were the tutors of the
sons of the nobility.

The first compulsory education Act was that of the Scottish:
Parliament of 1496, in the reign of James IV, which required: |

"It is statute and ordanit throw all the realme, that all barronig
and frehaldaris, that ar of substance put thair eldest sonis and %
aires to the sculis fra thai be aucht or nyne yeiris of age, and

till remane at the gramer sculis quhill thai be competetlie

2e From a speech by Dr. Thomas Chalmers at a meeting of the
tradesmen of Edinburgh, Novermber 14, 1838, Reported in ‘
The Scotsman, Saturday, November 17, 1838, Vol, XXII. No,196¢&



foundit,and have perfite latyne, And therefter to remane thre
yeres at the sculis of art and Jure, sua that thai may have

knawledge and understanding of the lawis," These youths were

to be the 'quality' of the land in more than pride of place,
for the object of the Act was that "Justice may reigne uni-
sversalie throw all the realme, So that thai, that ar gheriffis
or Jugeis Ordinaris under the kingis hienis, may have Knawledge
to do Justice, that the pure pepill suld have na neid to seik
our soverane lordis principale auditores for ilk small Injurié?z
0f this pre-Reformation Education Act it may be said, as
of so many later enactments, that it was far from being honoured
in the observance. At best, education was the apprenticeship
of a profession rather than the habit of a people., Nevertheless,
it ensured that John Knox had the support of a2 literate nobility
in his proposed reforms, He himself came to the notice of the
rulers of Scotland in troubled times because he was priest-tutor j
of "some gentlemen's children whom for certain years he had ‘
nourished in godliness."(4) It was at the intercession of their |
fathers that ne came to the Castle of St. Andrews, from which

place all his adventures started. It was in St. Andrews that

he taught his pupils "grammar and other human authors" and made

Se The Acts of the Parliaments of Scotland. Vol, 2. p. 238,
Apud Edinburghs 13th June, 1496,

4, John Knox: The History of the Reformation of Religion in
Scotland. ed, Cuthbert Lennox., p. 84.




them memorise a catechism for public repetition in the Parish
(5)
Kirk of the town.

Like many another after him Knox was a schoolmaster before

he was a minister. ILater events in Scotland were to lose him

the support of some of the nobility; the love of many waxed cold

in the intrigues for power and position at the Court of NMary,
Queen of Scots; his demands on the patrimony of the old Church
for the practical realisation of his parish schools touched the
self-interest of the nobles too nearly., Nevertheless, it was
men nurtured, like himself, in the o0ld schooling, who supported
him in his plans for Scotland., There was already a heritage on
which to build, and the love of learning had long since struck
its roots deep in Scottish soil,

The Bible, too, was in some measure the possession of
Scotland even before the reforms of Knox, Some of the nobles,
at least, were in sympathy with his proposals because they knew

the Book which inspired them, In one satirical poem after

|
|

another, Sir David Iyndsay of the Mount had pleaded for the Vord |

of God in the language of the common people.

"Bot lat ws haif the bukis necessare
To commoun weill, and our Saluation,
Iustlye translatit in our toung Vulgare," (6)

5. Ibid. p. 85.

i
|
|

Note: DProbably this was a translation of Calvin's Catechism

of the Church of Geneva (publishned in Iatin,1538),
which the First Book of Discipline later directed to
be used in the Church in Scotland, describing it as
"the most perfect Catechism that ever yet was used
in tbhe Church.,"

6, Sir David Iyndsay: The Testament, and Complaynt, of our
Souerane Iordis Papyngo, King Iames the Fyft. 1530,
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During the controversy for an open Bible in the vulgar tongue,

it was a noble, iord Ruthven, who reasoned for the party of the
gseculars against the opposing clergy. Bventually, in 1542, the
Estates of Parliament, in spite of dissent from the Church repre-
ssentatives, authorised the common reading of the Scriptures:

"It is statute and ordanit that It salbe lefull to all our
sovirane ladyis lieges to haif the haly write baith the new
testament and the auld in the vulgar toung In Inglis or scottis

of ane gude and trew translatioun and that thai sall Incur na

crimes for the hefing or reding of the same.” (7) All Acts of {
contrary effect were abolished,

The Scriptures, indeed, had become fashionable. "Then
might have been seen the Bible lying upon almost every gentleman'si
table.“(a) Knox shrewdly allows that a fashionable Bible is not
necessarily studied, but nowhere does he suggest that the poesess-§
tors of the Scriptures could not read the Word of God for them-
¢selves had they a mind to it. Their letters, and even their
Acts of Parliament bear witness to the fact that the Book was
indeed familiar, for they could readily cite Scripture for their

purpose, But Knox's aim went far beyond the homes of the nobil-

:ity or the literate godly. The Bible was to be in the hands of

Te The Acts of the Parliaments of Scotland., Vol. 2, p. 415.
Apud Bdinburgh: 15th of March, 1542,

8. Knox: op. cit. p. 37.




every man, woman and child throughout the realm; its truths were
to be diligently read and its teaching faithfully performed, This
Book was to be their guide in all the affairs of daily life, for
the trials of time and for the hope of eternity. The same ideal
persists in the minds of those who follow in Knox's footsteps in
the 19th century. At the conclusion of his speech to the trades-
smen's meeting in Edinburgh, Chalmers declares: "We mean to have
the Bible the regular and daily school book, We mean to have the
catechism the regular and daily school exercise, and these shall
be taught openly and fearlessly, — not dealt with as contraband
articles; ...... we will place the Word of God in the forefront
of our system of Education."(g)

Although we may make due allowance for the literacy of the
nobility in 16th century Scotland, there is little evidence that |
the "first Kirk" as Knox calls it, did much for popular educationi
The Kirk, which in Sir David Lyndsay's phrase, Was "spowsit with
dame Propirtie", was a Kirk which "thocht bot paine pure pepyll
for to teChe"Slo) It must be remembered that not merely did the
0old Church oppose the rendering of the Scriptures into the vulgarg
tongue, but that there were also many practical obstacles in the |
way had they ever been in earnest about parish education for all.?

|

The printing-press was a comparatively recent invention, still f

very limited in its output; paper was handmade and expensive;

9. The Scotsman: loc. cit.

10. Sir David Iyndsays: loc. cit.




even when English versions of the BiBle began openly to appear i
they were too bulky and too costly to be widely used. One reason;
for the later popularity of the Genevan Bible of 1560 was that 1
it was a handy gquarto volume in Roman and itelic type, in con-
strast to the ponderous, Gothic-lettered Great Bible,

In any case, reading and writing was the business of the
"magistrate and the clerk, Likely lads from the peasantry might
be taught by the parish priest as well as the sons of the ruling
families, but it was with a view to the service of the Church,
not that they might pore over the Scriptures as they drove the
plough. The Renaissance is inseparably linked with the Reform-
sation. The spread of the printed word and the growing idea of
the dignity of man raised the status of the common folk, The
day of democracy was dawning across Europe, and the Reformers
gave democracy a faith by which to live and a Book in which men
and women might discover for themselves their individual worth,

It was the Reformers who pressed the Scriptures into the hands

of the common people. Tuney had therefore to see to it that
everyone could read and understand this Book which contained a
message that spoke to every man of his duty towards God and his
fellows, They were not primarily interested in the idea of
parish schools gua schools. Their primary aim was to teach the
supreme reading matter because it contained the words of life for
this world and for an eternal destiny. Religion was, indeed, in

Chalmers' phrase, "the parent of the schools",



An open Bible, however, is not necessarily an understood
Bible. More important even than the reading of the Word was
the right understanding of it. If a Christian realm were %o
be fashioned, it was essential to have a doctrine of the Word,
of the God Who gave it, and of the man who read it. That
doctrine, which was to inspire all his plans for the Christian
good of Scotland, John Knox learned at the feet of Calvin in
Geneva, It is to the teaching of Calvin that Scotland largely
owes an educational system that endured for more than three
centuries, and still endures. The influence of the Church on
day school education in the 19th century, as in the later part

of the 16th, is a Calvinist influence.
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In Geneva John Knox sat under "that notable servant of God,
John Calvin",(ll)to whose discourses students flocked from all
over Burope. Knox's own life-story had been full of strain and
gtress; the galleys had almost killed him; in his forties he was
en exile from hig native land, If there was work still to be

done for 'Christ and His Congregation' in Scotland, it was hid -

in the future, and meantime Scotland was in the throes of polit- |
sical and religious controversy. But in Geneva Knox caught fire?
from Calvin, and when the times called him back to his native '
land as prophet and leader, he knew for a certainty what he had

“to do, He had a model for Church and State, a ground-plan for

parish kirk and school, and a doctrine to breathe life into the
whole, "This place," he wrote to a friend in 1556, "I nether
feir nor eschame to say is the maist perfyt schoole of Chryst
that ever was in the erth since the dayis of the Apostillis.

In uther places, I confess Chryst to be trewlie preachit, but
maneris and religioun so sinceirlie reformat, I have not yet sene

in any uther place." (12)

The "yet" is significant. It was from

Calvin that he learned the "maneris and religioun", the precept

and the practice, which he was to apply with such zeal to Scotland,
John Celvin's purpose was to educate the whole man, for

time and for eternity, and by that education to fit him for his

duties in this life towards God and his fellow-men. His views

11, Knox: op. cit. p. 111.

12, Ietter to Mrs, Anne Iocke, 9th Dec. 1556, See ILaing: The
Works of John Knox, Vol, 4., p. 240, Edinburgh: The
Bannatyne Club. 1885,
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on the main purpose of such education are classically expressed

by the English Calvinist, John Milton, in his Tractate on Educa-

stion:

"The end then of Learning is to repair the ruines of our first
Parents by regaining to know God aright, and out of that know-
sledge to love him, to imitate him, to be like him, as we may
the neerest by possessing our souls of true vertue, which being
united to the heavenly grace of faith makes up the highest
perfection.ﬁlS)That true learning is to be shown forth in the
state of life unto which it has pleased God to cald a man, the
temporal community in which his life 1is set.

Calvin's system of education is founded on the Bible. It
is by knowledge of God's Word that men will regain to know God
aright and thus love, imitate, and be like Him., In the forefront
of all his preaching, lecturing and writing is the sovereign
majesty of God. Everything is in order in Calvin's cosmos,
everything logical, for God is supreme and His will is unques-
ttionable, His will is shown forth in His Word, contained in
the Holy Scriptures. Man must learn to read and obey.

Nowhere does Calvin suggest, however, that to open and
read the printed page of the Bible is immediately to apprehend
the Word of God, The meaning is there, but the treasuresof
wisdom and knowledge must earnestly be sought out by those who

are trained and qualified to dig for them and to bring them to

13, John Milton, Tractate on Education, 1673,
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the light of common day. It became the main business of Calvints
life, as a minister of the Word, so to open up the Scriptures
that wayfaring men, though simple, should not err therein, but
find for themselves the Way, the Truth and the ILife,

Calvin set forth his teaching in his theological magnum opuss

(14) :
"The Institutes of the Christian Religion", His primary aim was

to re-discover the earliest teaching of the Church, to get back
to the Bible and to the Apostles' Creed, which, he believed,

sprang directly from apostolic times, The first edition of the

Ingtitutes, published when Calvin was only 26, was not bulky.
It consisted of a simple exposition of the Decalogue, the.Apostles'
Creed, the Iord's Prayer, true and false Sacraments, and Christian
Liberty, Ecclesiastical Power, and Political Administration, his
intention being "to furnish a kind of rudiments, by which those
who feel some interest in religion might be trained to true god-
:1iness.£la)

Like all the Reformers, Calvin sees clearly the necessity

of a true doctrine of the Scriptures, Some final authority is

essential for the wise governance of men. If the authority of

the Roman Church is to be overthrown, the Bible must take its

place as the ultimate court of appeal for the belief and conduct

14, The Institutes of the Christian Religion by John Calvin,
‘Trans, Henry Beveridge., 3 vols, Edinburgh, The Calvin
Translation Society. 1845,

15, Prefatory Address to Francis I, King of France.
Ibid, 7Vol. I. pe3.
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of human society. But guidance was necessary in the inter-

spretation of the Word of God, "Although the Holy Scriptures

contain a perfect doctrine, to which nothing can be added - ;
our Lord having been pleased therein to unfold the infinite
treasures of his wisdom — s8till every person, not intimately
acquainted with them, stands in need of some guidance and
direction, as to what he ought to look for in them, that he

may not wander up and down, but pursue a certain path, and so
attain the end to which the Holy Spirit invites him," (;6) ;

Calvin saw that it would never do to have every man |
forming his own opinion about the meaning of the words of the
Bible, To admit private and personal interpretation was to
return to Babel, The perfect doctrine of Scripture must be
clearly proclaimed in the preaching of the Word, every citizen
must give assent to that doctrine, and the State, which is the |
commonalty of the citizens, must then see to it that the doctrineg
is carried out in daily living. Doctrine, education and |
discipline will produce the Bhristian society.

An order of preachers and teachers was therefore necessary.v
"Hence it is the duty of those who have received from God more |
light than others to assist the simple in this matter, and, as
it were, lend them their hand to guide and assist them in

finding the sum of what God has been pleased to teach us in his

word, Now, this cannot be better done in writing than by

16, Preface to the French edition of the Institutes, published
at Geneva in 1545, Beveridge's translation, Vol,I, p.29.
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"treating in succession of the principa% matters which are
(17
comprised in Christian philosophy." Thus Calvin justifies

the teaching of his Institutes to man. It is a statement

which holds true not only of the Institutes, but also of the
many successive catechisms ﬁhich were based on or derived from
Calvin's work, "For he who understands these will be prepared
to make more progress in the school of God in one day than any
other person in three months, inasmuch as he, in a great measure,
knows to what he should refer each sentence, and has a rule by

(18)

which to test whatever is presented to him,' In sum, Calvin
claims his work to be "a kind of key opening up to all the
children of God a right and ready access to the understanding
of the sacred volume.slg)

Calvin never faltered from the task to which he had early

set himself, Edition followed edition of his Institutes, but

although the later editions were considerably expanded, the
structure and thought remained the same, Commentaries on the
sacred Scriptures poured from his pen, to expound, illustrate,
and amplify the doctrines which the Institutes proclaimed,

In "The Epistle to the Reader" prefixed to his last
edition, published at Geneva in 1559 Calvin repeats his intro-
sduction to the second edition, Strasburg, 1539, making bold té
describe his work not merely as "a kind of rudiments," but to

states "if I mistake not, I have given a summary of religion in

17,  Ibid. p. 29.
18,  Ibid., p. 29.

190 Ibid' p. 300
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20) | |
"gll its parts.g He realises that his writings are not a key
which may be handled by all the children of God, They are to

be placed in the hands of men who are educated for the ministry

and who in turn as preachers of the Word will expound that Word

to the laity. Thuss "My object in this work has been, so to
prepare and train candidates for the sacred office, for the
study of the sacred volume, that they may both have an easy
introduction to it, and be able to prosecute it with unfaltering

21)
stepf" It was a large claim, but the students and €isciples
of the Genevan reformer were prepared to prosecute with unfalter-i

¢ing step not only the sacred volume which Calvin opened to them,

but also this theological handbook which made plain its‘central
message.

| The main theme of the massive work is stated plainly in
the opening sentence:

"Our wisdom, in so far as it ought to be deemed true and solid

wisdom, consists almost entirely of two parts, the knowledge of
, 22

God and of ourselves." To make plain that vital knowledge
the Institutes were to be studied along with the Bible,

Successive catechisms based on the Institutes continued so to

be read in the countries which came under Calvin's influence ;

20, Ibid, p. 33,
21. Ibid. p. 35.

22 The Institutes of the Christian Religion, ed. Beveridge,
Vol, I. p. 47. ,
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through his students. Trained men were to be the ministers
of the Word, and the Church was the institution for the preach-
ting of that bed. Thus the sermon came to have a leading
place in the worship not only of Calvin's Geneva, but of evefy
land on which Calvinism laid hold, Faith comes from what is
heard, and what is heard comes by the preaching of Christ.

For private study of the Bible and for teaching it to children,
the catechism in briefer compass served the same purpose, pro-
tclaiming in print the true doctrine of the Word,

The Institutes firmly delineate the doctrine of God and

man, but Calvin was not content to be an academic theologian
only,. Doctrine must not merely be proclaimed in sermon and
catechism; it must be wrought out in living deed in the arena
of the commonwealth, the home and workshop in which man lives
and moves and has his being, the community of hig fellow-men in
which he earns his daily bread. To love God is the supreme
commandment, but the second is inextricably bound up with it,
to love one's neighbour as oneself, Doctrine can only be

testified in 1life, Calvin insists that & man's service of God,

which is his bounden duty, must be accomplished per vocationem.

"The daily duties of men were to be not only the setting within

23)

which, but the means by which, they might serve God.‘ God's

23, JoeWeD, Smithe: Calvinism, Article in the Year Book of
Bducation, 1951,
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word was addréssed to the individual, but the response must be
wrought out in the community of his fellows., Calvin's teach-
ting sought to prepare men for citizenship of the familiar
world as well as for the world to come, The spiritual kingdom
of Christ begins the heavenly kingdom in men, while the civic
government serves to "foster and maintain the external worship
of God, to defend sound doctrine and the condition of the
Church, to adapt our conduct to human society, to form our
manners to civil justice, to conciliate us to each other, to
cherish common peace and tranquility.“(24) Civil government is
as necessary to men as bread and water, light and air, It
should be as wholesome. Its object iss: "that no idolatry, no
blasphemy against the name of God, no calumnies against his
truth, nor other offences to religion, break out and be dis-
:seminated among tne peoples that the public quiet be not dis-
tturbed, that every man's property be kept secure, that men may
carry on innocent commerce with each other, that honesty and
modesty be cultivateds in short, that a public form of religion

25)
may exist among Christians, and humanity among men."(

24, Institutes, ed, Beveridge, Vol. 3. p.521,
Institutes: &, IV, p3. 20, 2.

25, Ibid. p. 522, Institutes: &, IV, 3. 20, 3.
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To achieve this, Calvin sought, not without difficulty
and opposition, to establish in the city state of Geneva a
theocracy within which the Church expounded from the pulpit
the laws by which the State could best be governed and the
lives of its citizens regulated in obedience to the suprene
rule of God. Civic discipline was to take care of the moral
and religious welfare of the people, Calvin's memorandum to

this effects Articuli de regimine ecclesiame (1537) was submitted

to the Council of the city and adopted at least in principle,

(The 'Articles' were superseded by the Qrdonnances of 1541).
He also framed a Catecnism and a Confession of Faith, based on

the teaching of the Institutes which were presented almost as

an ultimatum to Geneva. The citizens had to swear individually
to maintain the Confession,. It was then the duty of the magis-
strates to see that the subscribers lived up to the faith they
had professed, in manners and morals. It was an attempt to

set up a Genevan Civitas Dei; the Bible was to be the statute

book of God's law, the Church was tfo proquim its ordinances,
and the civil govermment was to enforce them on the commonalty.
Such a theocracy required an enlightened system of educa-
:tion, and this also Calvin was ready to furnish. He needed
both an educated ministry and an educated laity, the one know-
tledgeable to proclaim the truths of Scripture, the other
capable of receiving them and profiting by them, The revival
of learning and the invention of printing would, in any event,

have made for a literate people. At so crucial a moment the




Reformers were able to offer the Scriptures as the supreme
reading matter, essential to salvation, But faith must be

intelligent. Calvin therefore prepared his Catechism and

18

made his plans for wide-~spread popular education through the

schools,

Calvin's first Catechism was brought forward in 1537,

with the purpose, as he explained in the Institutes, of

"containing, and briefly explaining, the substance of almost

all the heads of our religion, in which the whole body of the

(26)

faithful ought to concur without controversy," Children were

to be bfought before the ministers of the Church in the presence!

of the whole congregation at certain seasons of the year to

give a reason for their faith, Thus, a2 boy of ten years of

age, "while the whole Church looked on and witnessed, would

profess the one true sincere faith with which the body of the

(27)

faithful, with one accord, worship one God," Such a practice

would, Calvin hoped, not only preserve purity of doctrine

among old and young, but would also shame neglectful parents

into attending to the careful instruction of their children,

The 1537 Catechism was, in fact, a résumé of the Insti-

ttutes. A greatly improved version for the teaching of the

young was prepared in 1541, Bntitled "Catechism of the Church

(28)

of Geneva" it is in the familiar form of short questions and

26,
27,
28.

Institutes, ed, Beveridge. Vol. 3. p. 493.
Institutes: IV, pe. 19, 13.
Ibid, p. 493,

Tracts by Jonn Calvin, trans. Beveridge., Vol, 2, p. XI,
Edinburgh., The Calvin Translation Society., 1849,
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answers, and was used in the regular instruction of children

at school and in Church, The whole Cateshism was systematic-

sally gone through in fifty-five Sundays, and in the early

French editions there were even distinct markingsin the margin
specifying the different portions allotted for each day's |

examination. Like the parent Institutes, the Catechism treats

of Feith, of the Iaw, of Prayer, of the Word of God, of the

Sacraments, But whereas in the Institutes the expounding of

the Decalogue comes before the Apostles! Creed, in the Catechism
the order is reversed, Faith comes before the fruits of faith.
It was this Catechism of the Church at Geneva that became
the supreme text-book of the Reformed Church, not only in Geneva,;
but wherever Calvin's doctrine was taught. lost notably was
this so in Scotland, and even when Calvin's Catechism gave way
to the Heidelberg Catechism, Craig's Catechism, and eventually
the Lerger and Shorter Catechisms of Westminster, the Geneva
practice of regular catechising of the young was followed. In
school and kirk in 19th century Scotland, as in the school and
chupch of Geneva, the Catechism was the standard summary of the
Reformed faith, and to be able to repeat the 'carritches' was
to own oneself orthodox.
For the furtherance of his plans Calvin turned also to
the school, He was not the pioneer of primary education in
Geneva. Largely through Farel's influence a scheme had already
been proposed for compulsory popular schooling, But the

thorough, effective enforcement of that ideal was Calvin's work,
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For the children of the city he established a scholia

rivata, & complete system of classes corresponding to a primary
and secondary school, The school day began at 6 a.m, in summer
and 7 a.,m. in winter with prayer and the catechism. Amid
regular instruction in French, Iatin, Greek, dialectics and
grammar, considerable time was decreed for religious instruction
and psalm-singing, while each day ended with the repetition of
the Lord's Prayer, the Confession, and the Ten Commandments.
Calvin never forgot that the children in school were the
citizens-to-be of the theocratic state. Every scholar had to
attend church regularly, under the oversight of a teacher, and
at noon each Suhday there was a service devoted to the teaching‘
and catechising of children, A delightful picture of the life
of a boy in the Genevan school of Calvin's day is revealed in
the Colloguies of Corderiug, Calvin's own revered master and

later colleague. (NS ipgmmmer £.F

The crown of Calvin's educational system in Geneva was

the scholia publica, or Academy, which provided training in

theology and in which he himself taught. The gcholia privata

was preparatory to it, but in addition it attracted students
from all over Europe, A condition of gdmission was that
every candidate had to sign the Confession okoaith.

Daily John Calvin lectured to hundreds of students of
all classes, ages and callings. From the Academy he sent out
men who influenced the thought of XEurope. "The gpirit of

Calvin spoke from their pulpits, presided over their kirk
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ngessions and councils, modelled and controlled their eccle-
ssiastical organisations," (29)

0f no country was this more true than of Scotland., From
Geneva John Knox brought back Calvin's doctrine, his organisa-
¢tion of Church government, and his educational systemn. Knox
was not the initiator of the Scottish Reformation, but he was
the master-builder of the re-formed schools of Scotland no less
than of the re~formed Church, His thought, his writings and
his work were shaped by the inspiration and training he had
received from the Genevan reformer, The many plans and
provisions of the Scottish Church for popular education

throughout the three succeeding centuries were an attempt to

approximate to his Calvin-inspired ideals,
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29. The Educational Work of John Calvin, by Rev. A. Mitchell
0. Hunter, article in Religion in EBducation, Vol. V. No. 1,
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Two other Genevan influences in the Scottish tradition
are worthy of note, One is the use of the psalms in the
school and in public worship. The Psalms were Scriptural,
and therefore worthy of approval, whereas the Iatin hymns of
the Roman Church were suspect as containing false doctrine,
Again, the melodies were simple enough to encourage congrega=-
stional singings; both words and music could be understood and
easily remembered, That Calvin approved of Psalm-singing is
made clear not only in his teaching but in his practice.
"Since the glory of God ought in o manner to be displayed in
each part of our body, the special service to which the tongue
should be devoted is that of singing and speaking, inasmuch as
it has been expressly created to declare and proclaim the praise

'(30)

of God, Secular songs, on ithe other hand, "composed merely

to tickle and delight the ear, are unhecoming the majesty of
the Church, and cannot but be most displeasing to Ggg}z Calvin
encouraged the practice of psalm-singing in school, and through
the singing together of the children taught words and music
alike to the congregations of the Genevan churches, He himself

was the founder of the metrical Psalter which, in its later

forms, has had such a profound influence in the religious

30, Institutes, ed. Beveridge., Vol. 2. p. 499,
Institutes: ¥, III, BEm. 20,31,

31, Ibid, p. 501,
Institutes, ¥8, I1II, p». 20, 32.
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history of Scotland, Calvin fashioned the Strasburg Psalter
of 1539, a small volume containing seventeen Psalms in metre,
five of which he composed himself, The remaining twelve were
by Clement Marot.,  This Psalter, with the Marot-Beza French
Psalter of 1562, has its place in the pedigree of the Scottish
Psalter,  From the refugee English congregation»ip»Geneva, of
which John Knox was for a time minister, came a Book of Order,
"gpproved by the famous and godly learned man, John Calvynfgg)

which contained One and Fiftie Psalmes of David, in Bnglisghe

- meire, and which also entered into the Scottish,heritage;

.. . Mueh has been said and written about the sternness of
Calvin's creed and practice, of his disapproval of ornamentation
in the church, of instrumental music, of church bells and the
likgfz}But,if”Lutherts,hymns weme sang in the Reformation in

Germany, of no less. account were the metrical Psalms in the

32, Sees Four Centuries of Scottish Psalmody, by Millar Patrick,
-DeDey Oxford University Press, 1949, passim,

33+, Note: "The beating of timbrels may indeed appear absurd to

' gsome, but the custom of the nation excuses it, which
David witnesses to have existed also in his time,
where he enumerates, together with the singers, 'the

~ damsels pleying with timbrels' (Psalm 68. 25),
evidently in accordance with common and received
‘euston, Yet must it be observed, at the same time,
that musical instruments were among the legal cere-
- smonies which Christ a2t His coming abolished, and
therefore we, under the Gospel, must maintain a

" greater simplicity." = R ’
- = Commentary on Exodus, 32, 2.

Commentaries on the Four ILast Books of Moses,
Arranged in the Form of a Harmony, by John Calvin,
Trans, by Rev, Charles William Bingham. Vol, I.p.263,
Bdinburgh: Calvin Translation Society. 1852,
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Churches of the Calvinist tradition, Their influence is
clearly seen in 19th century education in the period under
review. They were the spiritual songs the children learned

and sang in school, as well as in church on the Sabbath day.

Indeed, if we allow for tne Scriptural paraphrases, they were

almost the only sacred songs, for the Scottish Hymnal of the
(34)
Church of Scotland did not come into being until 1870, Zven

the secular moral songs of David Stow's Infant Training System
have a close relationship with the metrical Psalms in verse-
pattern and metre, and many of them could be sung to the familiar
Psalm tunes. The tradition of Psalm-singing which is deep-
rooted in Scottish religious sentiment comes down to us from

the school and Church of Geneva, Some of the tunes loved and
sung through three centuries and more of Scottish worship, in

the home, in the school and in kirk, were the tunes equally

well known to the schoolboys of Calvin's day.

The second influence which played its part in Scottish
scnooling for many a day was the work of lMathurin Cordier,
Cordier, or Corderius, had been one of Calvin's boyhood tutors
at the College de la lMarche in Paris, and he later joined his
famous pupil in Geneva, In educational theory he was a teacher

far in advance of his time, In his affectionate dedicatory

24, Note: The Relief Church publighed a hymnbook in 1794;
the Secession Church in 18523 the Church of
Scotland in 1870; and the TFree Churech in 1873,
Millar Patrick, op. cit. p. 219,
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epistle to Corderius, prefaced to his Commentary on the First |

Bpistle to the Thesgsalonians, Calvin recalls how his master

abandoned the highest class in the school because the boys had
been 1ll grounded in the Iatin tongue, and with admirable
thoroughness went down to the lowest class to ensure thorough
teaching, not only of correct grammar,, but also of the fluent,
conversational use of ILatin. Cordier also conceived the idea
of furthering the true doctrine of the Reformation by means of
the task sentences used in class,

The Colloguies, published in 1564 when Cordier was 85

years of age, sets out his system. e book is amazingly
modern in conception. In the form of question and answer and
mutual discussion the pupils are encouraged to converse in Latin'
about the everyday things that interest them, The daily round
of school life is thus described, the class-room, the background
and characteristics of the boys, the work of field and farm and
market-place in their home villages, as well as the life of the
city. Simply and naturally, and with acute sympathy for the
thoughts and interests of boyhood, Cordier depicts the child-
life of his times, And because he is a missionary of the
Reformation as well as one of its greatest teachers, he weaves
religious and moral training into every lesson. The school is

a theocracy no less than the State for which it is training

these budding citizens,
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Even in colloquial conversation the Calvinist doctrine is
never lost sighf of. The boys imbibe true theology in the talk |
and exercises of the class-room. In the schools of 16th century f
Geneva, a8 in 19th century Scotland, Church influence permeated |

the very text~-books and subject maf¥fer of learning. Nor did

the Collogquies make their mark only in the Swiss State. ore

than one hundred editions were published in many parts of Europe,
and Cordier's work was a text-book in Scottish schools right
into the 19th centuryf35)

Thus the influence of Calwin not only shaped the educationalj
and church polity of Scotland through his disciple John Knox,
It pervaded the Scottish class-room by means of catechism,
psalter and Latin primer, as well as by the teaching of the Bible.
The school was a religious training-ground in which right think-

sing about God and man, right manners and morals, were to be

inculcated by the master for the future profit of the realm,
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35. "For beginners it will not be easy to find a better intro-
tductory work than Cordery's Colloquies, which combine
the advantages of good Latin, facility, pure morality,
and interest." — A Practical Essay on the manner of
Studying and Teaching in Scotland., Anon. Edinburgh. 1823,
De 234,
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Chapter Two:

DOCTRINE AND GROUND-IPTAN

"Seeing that God hath determined that His Church here on earth
shall be taught not by angels but by men; and seeing that men
are born igunorant of all godliness; and seeing, also how God
ceaseth to i1lluminate men miraculously, suddenly changing then,
as He changed His Apostles and others in the primitive Churchs:
it is necessary thnat your bonours be most careful for the
virtuous education and godly upbringing of the youth of this
realm, i1f ye now thirst unfeignedly for the advancement of
Christ's glory, or desire the continuance of His benefits to
the generation following. For as the youth: must succeed to
us, so ought we to be careful that they have knowledge and
erudition, for the profit and comfort of that which ought to
be most dear to us, to wit, the Church and Spouse of the Lord

Jesus, " 1)
- John Knoxe.

ERE N AR BN B BN AN AR A I I I B I I B I I I I I B I I B I N N

The nobles who called Knox home to Scotland summoned him
to lead them in the proclamation of the 'Bvangel of Christ' to
His Congregation, Protestantism and national independence
made common cause in 3Scotland. The ILords of the Congregation,
a8 they came to be known, recalled Knox "for their comfort and
for the comfort of their brethren the preachers and others that
then courageously fought against the enemies of God's tr&%%."
Knox at once sought the counsel of his master, John Calvin, who
saw in the letters from Scotland a vocation which to ignore

would be to rebel against God,

1. John Knox: The History of the Reformation of Religion in
Scotland, ed., Cuthbert Lennox,. Appendix: The Book of
Discipline, 'Of Schools and Universities,!

2 John Knox: op. cit. p. 128,
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The true notes of the Reformation ring through the
Covenant in which the Lords bound themselves to further the
cause of Christ and His Kingdom in Scotland. They saw them-
:selves not merely as civil magistrates craving the blessing
of the Church, — for indeed the Reforming clergy were few, «nd
had as yet no ecclesiastical authority, - but as members of the
true Church of Christ seeking faithful ministers to guide them
aright. "The which our duty being well considered, we do
promise before the llzjesty of God, and His Congregation, that
we, by His grace, shall with all diligence continually apply
our whole power, substance, and our very lives to msintain, set
forward, and establish the most blessed Word of God and His
Congregations and shall labour a2t our possibility to have falith-
sful ministers purely and truly to minister Christ's Evangel
and Sacraments to His people. VWe shall maintain them, nourish
them, and defend them, the whole Congregatidn of Christ, and
every member thereof, at our whole power and wearing of our
lives, against Satan, and all wicked power that does intend
tyranny or trouble against the foresaid Congregation ..... "
Solemnly they set their hands to it: "At Edinburgh, the third
day of December, the year of God 1557: God called to Witnesg?l

The Covenant thus entered into expressed the ideal rather
than the execution, but,for sll that, the ideal survived the

storms of politics and the troubles of the times, It was only

B John Knox: op. cit. p. 131,
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with the backing of the Lords of the Congregation that the kirk
was established, and it was the laity who throughout subsequent
Scottish history gave strong support to all movements for the
care and education of fevery member' of 'the whole Congregation
of Christ?,

Meanwhile, as Knox still tarried on the Continent, the
rulers made a start by ordaining that in all parishes of the
realm common prayers be read, as well as the lessons of the New
and 0ld Testaments, and "that doctrine, preaching, and interpre-
station of Scriptures be had and used privately in quiet houses,
without great conventions of the peoble thereto;*until after-
swards God move the Prince to grant public preaching by faithful ?
and true ministeré%z ‘

More boldly still, they instituted the office of elder‘by'
vcommon election, to whom "the whole brethreﬁ promised obedience; |
for at that time we had no public ministers of the Wéi%". They
engaged in continual controversy with the Queen Regent "towards
a godly reformation”. To that end, too, they sent "public
letters written to that excellent servant of God, John Calgg%,"
seeking his advice, In a crucial moment, when the debate f

between the Queen Regent and the ILords was moving to open strife,§

John Knox arrived from France, The date was 2nd May, 1559. f

4, John Knox: op. cit. p. 132,
5. John Knoxs op. cit. p. 137.
6. John Knox: op., cit. p. 146,
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From the first Knox's leadership was strong and decisive,
Fis sermons, rich in the imagery of Biblical warfare, reveal
his complete conviction of the rightness of the Protestant cause,
For a time there were two armed camps in the land, the forces
of the Queen Regent, sup.lied with French soldiery and encour-
saged by the ecclesiastics, and, on the other hand, the Coven-
tsanted forces of the Congregation, supported by England. Vhen 7
the Queen Regent died, peace with France was arranged and !
secured, the French troops were got rid of, and the English
army was also withdrawn. "After that, the Council began to
look upon the affairs of the commonwealth, as well as upon the
matters that might concern the stability of religiong?)

A day of public thanksgiving was appointed when nobility
and commonalty alike assembled in St, Giles' Kirk in Edinburgh
to give thanks to God for His merciful deliverance, Thereafter
the Commissioners of Burghs, with some of the nobility and
barons, were appointed to see to the supply of ministers
throughout the realm, Then followed the preparation of a
petition "presented by the barons, gentlemen, burgesses, and
other true subjects of the realm, profegsing the Lord Jesus
Christ, to the Nobility and Estates of Parliameé%g. The

petition sought the reform of the Church, Parliament was not

7 John Knox: op. cit. p. 210,

8e John Knox: op. cit. pe 213,
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unanimously in favour, for some of the nobles were guiltily

aware that they had taken possession of the patrimonmy of the
Kirk, But they called on the petitioners, barons and ministers,
to "frame in plain and distinct heads the sum of that doctrine
which they would maintain, and would desire that Parliament to
establish, as wholesome, true, and alone necessary to be
believed and to be received within that re;i&".

All that John Knox had learned of Calvin and in the
reformed churches furth of Scotland was now to be put to good
account., Within four days he and his coadjutors had their
answer ready for Parliament in the Confession of Faith, the
declaration of doctrine which underlies the Church's future

work for the good estate of kirk and school and common weal

in Scotland,
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9. John Knox: op. cit. pe. 214,
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Scottish democratic education grew out of 'The Confession @

of the Faith and Doctrine, Belevit and professit be the Protest—J
(10) |
santis of Scotland'. It was not merely a religious document, f

but also a State paper: ‘'Exhibitit to the Estaitis of the same
in Parliament, and be tneir publick Votis authorisit, as a
Doctrine groundit upon the infallibil Worde of God, Aug. 1560.
And afterwards stablished and publicklie confirmed be sundrie |
Acts of Parliaments, and of lawful General Assemblies'.(ll) i

This simple statement of belief starts with no great
ringing phrases, but as a homely epistle from 'The Estaitis of
Scotland with the Inhabitants of the same professand Christ
Jesus his haly Evangel, to their natural Countrymen .....'(12)
to teld them of what has been proposed for their weal.

Again the two Reformation notes are struck:s first, that j
the doctrine is 'proponed! for the whole congregation of Curist's
pedple, and second, that all doctrine must be grounded on the |
Word of God. Although the influence of Calvin is clearly to
be seen in the Scots Confession, there is a pleading modesty

here that is as far removed from the dictatorial incisiveness |

of the institutes as it is from the legalism of later Calvinism

10,  Scots Confession, 1560. ed. Professor G.D. Henderson,
D. Iitt., DeD., Edinburgh, 1937.

11. Ibid. p. 37.
12. Ibid, p. 39.
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in Scotland, Thus: "Protestand that gif onie man will note
in this our confessioun onie Artickle or sentence repugnand to
Gods halie word, that it wald pleis him of his gentleness and

for christian dharities sake to admonish us of the same in

writings and we upon our honoures and fidelitie, be God's grace
do promise unto him satisfaction fra the mouth of God, that is,
fra his haly sScriptures., or else reformation of that quhilk he
sal prove to be amisse."(IS) He would have been a bold man,
however, who would have dared to challenge Knox on the matter

of the Confession, so closely thirled is it to Scripture, so

learned was he in the teaching of his Genevan master,

The Scots Confession goes on, closely following the great
Creeds and Calvin, to define the doctrine 'Of God', 'Of the

Creatioun of Man','0f Original Sinne', and so through the whole
|

range of the Chrigtian faith. The influence of Jounn Calvin is
most clearly seen in Article XVIII: "Of the Notis be the quhilk ?
the trewe kirk is decernit fra the false, and quha sall be judge
of the doctrine," where it is stated: "The notes therefore of
the trew XKirk of God we beleeve, confesse, and avow to be, first,
the trew preaching of the Worde of God, into the quhilk God has j
revealed himselfe unto us, as the writings of the Prophets and j
Apostles dois declair. Secundly, the right administration of

ef the Sacraments of Christ Jesus, gquhilk man be annexed unto

the word and promise of God, to seale and confirme the same in

13, Ibid. p. 41,
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our hearts. Last, Bceclegiastical discipline uprightlie 1

ministred, as Goddis Worde prescribes, whereby vice is repressed,!

and vertew nurished. Wheresoever then thir former notes are
seene, and of ony time continue (be the number never so fewe,
about two or three), there, without all doubt, is the trew Kirk
of Christ......'l4) Such 2 Kirk, Knox roundly claims, have the

innabitants of the realm of Scotland in their citieg, towns,

and places reformed,

The Confession goes on to define the authority and scope
of 'General Councils!' which are to direét and govern the lives
of the members of tne Kirk. It is not enough that a Council
enacts laws; they must be laws which are in accordance with the
plain Word of God. "Bot gif mén, under the name of a councel, ‘
pretend to forge unto us new artickles of our faith, or to make
constitutionis repugning to the Word of God; then utterlie we
must refuse the same as the doctrine of Devils, quhilk drawis
our saules from the voyce of our onlie God to follow the doc-
t$trines and constitutiones of mengfs)

God and His Word are supreme and immutable, and no Council
or Assembly meets to make a new law which God has not already ]

made or to give external authority to the Word of God, The sole

cause of the meeting of Councils or Assemblies of the Church is

t

14, Ibid: p. 75.
15, Ibid: 7p. 8l.
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that heresies may be confuted, public profession of the faith
made, and the utterance of good policy and order be observed in
the Kirk, Discipline and‘good order are inevitably consequent
to sound doctrine,

The Scots Confession then defines the 'twa chiefe Sacra-
tmentes'! and the place of 'The Civile lMagistratef, It touches
finally on the doctrine of election, for not every member even
of the 'trew Kirk' is tane elect member of Christ Jesus'. "Xor
we acknawledge and confesse, that Dornell, Cockell and Caffe may
be sawen, grow and in great aboundance lie in the middis of the
Wheit, that is, the Reprobate may be joyned in the societie of
the Elect, and may externally use with them the benefites of the
worde and Sacramentsf%e)

The twenty-five Articles of the Confession were read "in
the face of Parliament, and ratifyed be the thre Estatis, at
Edinburgh the 17 day of August, the Zeir of GOD 1560 Ze§%3i."
One by one they were read over and voted upon, "and the vote of
every man was required’. Three lords of the Egtate Temporal
voted against, saying: "we will believe as our fathers belié#gg“.

The Bishops said nothing. The rest of the three Estates by

their public assent affirmed the doctrine,

16. Ibid. p. 97.
17, Ibid, P. 99.
18. John Knox: op. cit. p. 215,
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Immediately upon the acceptance of the Confession by the

majority of Parliament, there followed two Acts, one against the

llass and the other denying the supremacy of the Pope. The
Reformation in Scotland was now lawfully established, requiring
only royal assent, Ambassadors from the "lawful and free
Parliament" were therefore despatched to France to inform Queen

Mary and the Ilng of France what had been enacted, that these

Acts of Parliament might be formally ratified, This was refused,

and there ensued a long struggle between the Sovereign and the
people of Scotland, between Mafy and Fnox, In the meantime,
however, Knox and the leaders of the Reformed Xirk pressed on
to carry out the doctrine promulgated in the Confession, Their
aim was to establish tne Kirk "in a good and godly polig;gz to
frame a constitution, The six men, including John Knox, who
had brought forward the Confession of Faith, were charged with
the preparation of a dbcument "containing the policy and disci~

(20)
tpline of the Xirk", The result was The Book of Discipline,
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19. . John Knoxs op. cit. p. 217,

20, John Knoxs op. cit. p. 217.
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The TIirst Book of Discipline, as it was afterwards callai,l

sets out the ground-plan for kirk and school in Scotland, a

plan inspired by the doctrine of the Confession of Faith. The

authors turn at once to Scripture for their system of Church
Govermment, and in their argument the influence of Calvin's

Institutes is clearly marked. All Scripture, they claim, is

profitable to instruct, to reprove and to exhort: "In which |

books of 01ld and New Testaments we affirm that all things
necessary for the instruction of the Kirk, and to make the man
(21)

of God perfect, are contained and sufficiently expressed." |

Before the administration of the Sacraments the people are to

be plainly instructed by a lawful minister in such a tongue as
they understand, and nothing is to be added to or diminished
from the institution of Christ and His holy Apostles, |
Because of fhe scarcity of 'lawful ministers' in the
newly reformed Kirk, a class of Readers is provided fors: "the
most apt men that distinctly can read the Common Prayers and
the Scriptures, to exercise both themselves and the Kirk, till
they grow to greater perfectiggaz The reader might in time
become a minister, but only after examination of his doctrine
and his reading. His duties were to include the teaching of
the children of the parish, He should be over twenty-one
years of age, and be a person endowed with "gravity, wit, and j

(23)
discretion”, Readers were to be appointed by the Kirk,

21. John Knoxs op. cit. The Book of Discipline, p. 363.

22, Ibid, p. 371.
23, Ibid. pe 375.
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T™wo further classes are provided for, the poor and the
teachers of youth. The poor are to be cared for parochlally,
for that is a Christian duty. But a clear distinction is drawn
between the deserving poor and the "stubborn and idle beggars,
Who, running from place to place, make a craft of their begging.
Them the civil magistrate ought to punieh; but God commandeth His
people to be careful for the widow and fatherless, the aged,
impotent, or lemed, who neither can nor may travail for their
sustentation. For these letter, as also for persons of honesty
fallen into decay and penury, such provision ought to be made,
that of our abundance should their indigence be relieveégf) The
distinction between 'deserving' and 'undeserving' poor was one
which long remained in Scotland and when, in the changed circum-
tstances of 19th century a line could not clearly be drawn betweenj
the two, it was difficult for Christian people to adjust their
thinking and their attitude to those in distressed wircumstances.

Nothing laid hold on the imagination of the people of
Scotland more than the policy for schools. As in all the
Reformed countries, schools were a necessity, since men and
women must be trained in the knowledge and habits of religion.

"Therefore we judge it necessary that every several church |
have a schoolmaster appointed, such an one as 1s able, at least, |

to teach Grammar and the ILatin tongue, if the town be of any

24. Ibid. p. 575.
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"reputation. If it be upaland, where the people convene to
doctrine but once a week, then must either the reader or the
minister there take care of the children and youth of the parish,
instructing them in their first rudiments, and especially in |
the Catechism, as we have it now translated in the Book of our ?
Comunon Order, called the Order of Geneve., And, farther, we
think it expedient that in every notable town, and especially

in the town of the Superintendent, there be erected a college,

in which the Arts, at least Iogic and Rhetoric, together with

the tongues, shall be read by sufficient masters. For these
honest stipends must be appointed; and provision made for those
that are poor, and are not able by themselves, nor by their
friends, to be sustained at letters, especially such as come
from landwar %?)

As with Calvin's educational policy in Geneva, the fruit
will appear in godly citizens who will be of some service to
the State: "The fruit and commodity hereof shall speedily
appear. For, first, the youths and tender children shall be
nourighed and brought up in virtue, in presence of their friends;i
by whose good care may be avoided those many inconveniences into |
which youth commonly falls, either by too much liberty, which
they have in strange and unknown places while they cannot rule |
themselves; or else for lack of good care, and of such necessitieé

as their tender age requireth, Secondarily, the exercise of the

25' Ibido p. 5820
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nghildren in every church shall be great instruction of the
aged"S26) In these two provisions Knox shows himself in favour
of the day-school as against the boarding-school, and sets a
pattern for the democratic parish school which indeed became
the strength of the Scottish educational system, The regular
catechising of the children in the kirk would not only win the
approval of the parents, but would serve to teach the aged
illiterate without making them feel that they were being put
to the A.B.C. of Bible learning in their latter years.

Higher up the scale, schools and Colleges were to furnish

the Universities with able students: "for this must be care-

tfully provided, tunat no father, of what estate or condition

i

that ever he be, use his children at his own fantasy, especially

in their youth. All must be compelled to bring up their
children in learning and virtu@?z

The rich and powerful are to be compelled to send their
children to school, at their own expense, because they can
afford to do so. The children of the poor are to be at the
charge of the Kirk. A1l will share alike in the privileges
of education, The only aristocracy recognised is that which
shall appear in the school-room and University, the aristocracy

of talent and morsal worth, For all, the aim is that the

Church and Commonwealth may have some profit of them,

26. Ibid. p. 383,
P Ivid, p. 383,
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A visiting committee is to see that education is satis-
s:factorily carried out: "For this purpose must discreet,
learned and grave men be appointed to visit all schools for the

trial of their exercise, profit, and continuance; to wit, the

ministers and elders, with the best learned in every town, shall
every quarter take examination how the youth have profite§§2

The school course and curriculum is then set out:
"p certain time must be appointed to reading, and to learning %
of the Catechism; a certain time to Grammar, and to the ILatin j
tongue; a certain time to the Arts, Philosophy and to the gther
tongues; and a certain time to that study in which they intend
chiefly to travail for the profit of the Commonwealth.....
"Care must always be taken that first they have the form of
knowledge of Christian religion, to wit, the knowledge of God's
laws and commandmentss the use and office of the same; the chief
articles of our belief; the right form to pray unto God; the
number, use, and effect of the Sacraments; the true knowledge

of Christ Jesus, of His office and natures, and such others,

Without this knowledge, neither deserveth any man to be named a

Christian, nor ought any to be admitted to the participation of

the Iord's Tables and therefore, these principles ought to be
29)

taught and must be learned in youté." Implicit in this clause

is not merely a religious sanction, but a civil one. To be

28. Ibid. p. 384.
29. Ibid. p. 384,
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jdebarred from the Sacrament was to be deprived of worthy status
as a citizen in the community, |

Knox then sketches out the probable length of the school
course: "Two years we think more than sufficient to learn to
read perfectly, to answer to the Catechism, and to have some
entrance to the first rudiments of Grammar. Tor the full
accomplishment of the Grammar, we think other three or four
years, at most, sufficient. Tor the Arts, to wit, Iogic and
Rhetoric, and for the Greek tongue, we allow four years, The
rest of youth, until the age of twenty-four years, should be
spent in that study wherein the learner would profit the Church
or Commonwealtin, be it in the Iaws or FPhysic or Divinity. After
twenty-four years have been spent in the schools, the learner
must be removed to serve the Church or Cormonwealth, unless he
be found a necessary reader in the same College or University.
If God shall move your hearts to establish and execute this order,
and put these things into practice, your whole realm, we doubt
not, within few years, shall serve itself with true preachers
and other officers necessary for your Commonweéi%%.“

The First Book of Discipline goes on to discuss the
Universities and the courses and professors thereof, An import-
sant link with the school is provided as follows: "We think it
expedient that no one be admitted unto the first College and to

be suppost of the University, unless ne have from the master of

30. Ibid, p. 385,
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"the school, and from the minister of the town where he was
instructed in the tongues, a testimonial of his learning,
(31)

docility, age, and parentage,"”
i

O0f so masterly a plan the Estates might well have approved{
But Knox and his colleagues go on with equal practicality to |
the "stipends and expenses necessary" for the upkeep of this
ambitious fabriec of education in Scotland. For the Universi-
:ties,#the authors of the plan think it expedient that the lands;
rents and revenues of the Bishoprics' temporality be made avail-
table., TFor the rest, the ministers and the poor, together with
the schools, "must be sustained upon the charges of the Church.
Provision must therefore be madf, how and from whom the
necegsary sums must be lifteds?ﬁ)

There is some plain speaking to those gentlemen, barons,
earls, lords and others who have already seized upon the patri-
smony of the old Kirk and are proving as harsh landlords as
ever were the ecclesiastics. It is proposed that the whole
rents appertaining to the Church be paid to deacons, coxmon
treasurers, for the support of the ministers, the poor, and the
schools, Town dwellers, too, have tneir part to play.

"Ehrchants and craftsmen in free burghs, who have nothing to do

with the manuring of the ground, must make some provision in

310 Ibid-o p- 586.
32, Ibid, p. 391.
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ntheir cities, towns, or dwelling-places to support the need
of the Church.“(BS) !
"To the ministers, and failing these thne Readers, must
be restored their manses and their glebes; otherwise they
cannot serve the flock at all times as their duty gg?z
There follow orders for the discipline of the Xirk and
the excommunication of ofienders, Also, concerﬂing the policy

of the Canurch, it is noted, inter alia, that every church should

have a Bible in Znglish, and that the people be commanded to
hear the plain reading or interpretation of the Scriptures,

"so that by frequent reading, this gross ignorance, which iy
the cursed Papistry hath overflown all, may partly be remgggg".
The Scriptures are to be read in order, with no jumping about,
and the preacher is to follow a text.,  Family worship is
insisted oh. Hvery master of a household must be commanded
either to instruct, or else cause to be instructed, his children,
servants, and family, in the principles of the Christian reli-
igion,. Without such knowledge none was to be admitted to the
Iord's Table,

"We therefore judge it necessary tnat, every year at least,

public examination be had by the ministers and elders of the

33 Ibid, p. 394.
34. Ibid. p' 394.
39, Ivid., p. 407.
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" kxnowledge of every person within the Church; to wit, that every
master and mistress of household come themselves, and so many
of their family as be come to maturity, before the ministers
and elders, to give confession of their faith, and to answer
to such chief points of religion as the ministers shall demand,..
"If these stubbornly continue, and suffer their children and
servants to continue in wilful ignorance, the discipline of the
Church must proceed against them unto excommunication; and then
must the matter be referred to the Civil Magistrate., Xor,
seeing that the just liveth by his own faith, and that Christ
Jesus justifieth by knowledge of Himself, we judge it insuffer-
table that men shall be permitted to live and continue in
ignorance as members of the Church of God..f?g)

Such is the progremme for the Christian Education of the
community. It is sound Scripture., "Faith cometh by hearing,
and hearing by the Word of Godf§7) It is sound Calvinism, %00,
for discipline is to be the nerve of the Church.

To the doctrine upon which the First Book of Discipline
was founded, the Estates of Parliament had already agreed. But
the lords were not equally agreeable to the use of the tempora-

slities of the old Kirk for the support of the Reformed Church,

Some nobles had already possessed themselves of church lands;

36. Ibid. p. 407.

37. Romans: 10. V. 17
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others saw the opportunity of following their friends' example.
Knox recalled the old proverbs "The belly has no ears.” It

was the chapter on the use of the patrimony of the old Kirk that
prevented the First Book of Discipline from being accepted by
the Estates. It was signed by a number of the nobles, and
later accepted by the General Assembly of the Church, but it

did not become a 3tate document.

Iack of support from the nobles did not prevent Knox and
his associates from pressing on with their plans for the
Christian good of Scotland, It did, however, prevent the
carrying out of parochial education and church settlement in
Knoxt's own day, and for many a day thereafter, The Reformed
Church in Scotland was poor, the means for the provision of
education poorer still. Poverty, indeed, was still the main
handicap in the 19th century. Right up to the transfer of
schools in 1872 the Church was constantly struggling to fulfil
the purposes and plans of the Reformers.,

Not only did the nobles withhold their support of the
First Book of Discipline. Mery, Queen of Scots actively
opposed all that Knox had adumbrated, in season and out of
season, It was not until 1567, after she had been deposed,
that the Acts of the Listates of 1560 (which included the
Confession of Faith) were legally placed on the Statute Book
of Scotland. The years betweenvtell of a continual struggle

between the Queen and the reforming party. In one stormy
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interview after another Xnox held doggedly by the right of the
people to worship as they willed. Mary tried wiles, tears and
treachery to subdue her stern opponent, but to no effect. Calvin
had taught well. It was a democrat firmly grounded in the
knowledge of his worth as a child of God who gave the Queen her
answer,

"Quhat have ye to do," said sche, "with my Mariage? "Or
gquhat ar ye in this Comon-welth®?"

"A Subject borne within the sam," said he, "Madam., And
albeit I be nyther Erle, Lord, nor Barron within i%t, yit hes
God maid me (how abject that eveir I be in your Eies) a profit-
t2bill Member within the sam.“(38)

It was to make every citizen in the commonwealth "a profit-
tabill Member within the sam" that John Knox and his fellow
reformers set heart and hand, The history of Scottish parochial
education ffom the time of Knox until the 1872 Act is the story
of continual attempts by the Church in Scotland to carry out
the ideals inspired by Calvin and set forth in the Confession

of Faith and the First Book of Discipline.

38, John Knox: The Historie of the Reformation of Religion
within the Realm of Scotland. ed. R.S. Walker,
The Saltire Society. p. 69.
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Chapter Three.

The Educational System in 19th century Scotland:

THE RURAL SCENE:

"In Scotland, there are at present more than 500 school-

cmasters on the legal establishment, none of whom receive
above £16 sterling a year, including every emolument and
perquisite annexed to his office. O0f this, seldom above
one half is stated salary; the other part being entirely
contingent and uncertain. A considerable number fall even
greatly short of this trifling pittance; .... the heritors,
instead of paying the salary themselves, as directed by the
act, commonly parcel it out in fractions of about 3d or 4d
among perhaps 50 or 100 tenants, which they leave the
master to extort in the best way he can. From such an
allowance, the schoolmaster is to furnish, for himself, and

his family, if any family has the misfortune to be connected -

with him, all the requisites of a decent subsistence, suit-
sable to nis station in society. It ought to be observed,
indeed, that he is generally accommodated with the bare
walls of a small hovel, which forms part of the public
school-house. But of this convenience he can seldom avail
himself: for, beside accidental circumstances, its size,
for the most part, is so small, as not to afford accommoda-
ttion for more than a single person; and its state of repair
such, as to render it fitter for the climate of Italy, than
to repel the piercing blasts of the north, or the 'pelting
of the pitiless storm'.," (1)

N.X.

At the beginning of the 19th century, the Church of Scot-

sland, so far as its parish system was concerned, had stood

almost unaltered for more than two hundred years, The educa-

stional provisions so nobly set forth in The First Book of

Discipline were still in the main paper proposals., During the

1.

A letter to Sir John Sinelair, Bart. on The State of
National Education in Scotland, by N.X. In General
Appendix to Tne Statistical Account of Scotland. Vol,XXI.
1799,

Y -
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period 1560 to 1690 this was largely due to the turbulence of

b

the times, the general unease of Church and Crown within the
body politic, the religious controversies between the Episco-
spalian and Presbyterian parties, In part it was due to the
extreme poverty of Scotland, to the lack of communications and
the difficulty of carrying out in practice a purpose of parish
education in a land where communities were remote and self-
contained, cut off from one another and from any central
authority. The people of Scotland were for long divided in
purpose not merely bg geographical barriers, but also by oppo-
tsing loyalties, It was only with the final establishment of
Pregbyterianism by Act of Parliament in 1690, and the Union of |
1707, that renewed attention could be paid to Knox's ideals of
education for the generality of the Scotiish people.

Yet the aims of The First Book of Discipline had never

been forgotten. Repeated resolutions of the HEstates in secret

or open council, as well as of the General Assembly, had declared
the intention, if not the fulfilment., Thus, a meeting of the f
Privy Council of James VI, held at Zdinburgh, 1lO0th December, 1616,§
discussed 'the planting of schooles' and set down resolutions |
which echo the wishes of the Reformers in almost every particular,
In sum, it is stated that: The true religion is to be advanced -
and established in all parts of the kingdom; the youth are to be
exerciged and trained up in civility, godliness, knowledge, and.

learning; wherever a school is needed it i1s to be established so
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that the youth may be taught at the least to write and read and
be catechised and instructed in the grounds of religion; and a
fit person is to be appointed to teach, at the expense of the
parishioners, Since many parents are as careless and negligent
as their chiidren, they are straightly commanded, charged and
ordained by His liajesty in Council to see to it that their
children are instructed and brought to the ordinary pastor for
catechising and examination, under pain of a fine if the statute
is ignored or disobeyed. The common ZEnglish tongue is to be
'universallie plantit' to replace Gaelic, which is condemned as
‘one of the chief and principall causis of the continewance of
barbaritie and incivilitie amongis the inhabitantis of the Ilis
and Heylandis'fz)

This Act of the Privy Council was ratified by Parliament
in 1633, with the addition that the heritors were to be compelled
to establish and maintain schools and provide schoolmasters
wherever they were required, This 1633 Act, being approved and
passed by Parliament, as The First Book of Discipline was not,
thus became the first legislative enactment with regard to parish
schools in Scotland. .

But the Magna Charta of Scottish Education was the Act for
Settli of Schools, of 1696, It emanated from the first

2e The Register of the Privy Council of Scotland., ed. David
Messon, LL.D., Vol, X. Edinburgh, 1891,
Also: Acts of the Parliaments of Scotland, Vol. V,
Apud Edinburgh, June 1633,
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Scottish Parliament of King Williem, and it proclaimed:
~ "Our Soveraign Lord Considering, how prejudiciall the Want

of Schools in many Places have been and how beneficiall the

esteblishing and setleing therof in every paroch will be to this
Church and Kingdom Therfor His lajestie with the advice and
consent of the Estates of Parliament Statutes and Ordains That
there be a School settled and Established and a Schoolmaster
appointed in every paroch not already provided by advice of the
Heritors and lMinister of the paroch And for that effect that the
Heritors in every paroch meet and provide a commodious house for

a School and settle and modifie a sallary to a Schoolmaster which

shall not be under one Hundred merks not above two Hundred merks |
to be payed yearly at two terms Whitsunday and Martinmass by |
equall portions and that they stent and lay on the said sallary |
conform to every Heritors valued rent within the paroch allowing
each Heritor relief from his tennents of the half of his propor-
ttion for settling and maintaining of a School and payment of
the Schoolmasters sallary ....“(5)
Under the Presbyterian system, now by law established,
the Presbytery had the power to see to it that the heritors
obeyed, or, if they failed to do so, to apply to the Commissioners

of Supply to establish a school and settle a salary for the

Schoolmaster and to tex the heritors for the same,

de Acts of the Parliasments of Scotland, Vol. X,
Apud Edinburgh, 9th October, 1696.
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In conclusion, the 1696 Act embraced all former resolu-
:tions regarding parochial education in Scotland: |
"And lastly his Majestie with advice and consent forsaid
Ratifies and Approves all former Iawes Customs and Constitutions
made for establishing and maintaining of Schools within the J
Kingdom in so far as the same are not altered nor innovat by

(4)

this present Act,"

This Act for Settling of Schools remeined the leading
enactment until 1803, when, in the reign of George III, Parlia=-

:ment passed An Act for making better Provision for the Parochial

Schoolmasters, and for making further Regulations for the better

Government of the Parish Schools in Scotland, This 19th century

statute, indeed, is, in the main, a recapitulation of the 1696
Act, though it goes into much greater detail with regard to the |
provision of an adequate salary and housing for the schoolmasters.
The superintendence of schools is to continue with the Ministers 1
of the Established Church, and Presbyteries have the power to g
regulate the hours of teaching and the duties and conduct of f
the schoolmaster, The latter is required to testify his loyalty
to both Crown and Church:

"Every Schoolmaster elected under the Provisions of this Act,
shall carry the Minutes, or an Extract or certified Copy of the

Minutes of his Election to the Presbytery, accompanied with

4' op. Cit.
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npttestations of his having taken an Oath to his Majesty before
any of His Majesty's Justices of the Peace; and the Presbytery

shall thereupon take Trial of his Sufficiency for the O0ffice, in

respect of Morality and Religion, and of such Branches of
Literature as by the Majority of Heritors and Minister shall be
deemed most necessary and important for the Parish, by Examina-
stion of the Presentee, by Certificates and Recommendations in
his Favour, by their own personal Enquiry or otherwise, and
shall see him sign the Confession of Faith and Formula of the
Church of Scotland; and their Judgement or Determination as to
the Qualifications of such Presentee for the O0ffice of School-
:tmaster shall not be reviewed or suspended by any Court, Civil

(5)
or Ecclesiastical......"

The Acts of 1696 and 1803, re-stating Reformation ainms,
provided adequate Parliamentary sanction for the provision of
parochial education throughout the length and breadth of
Scotland. But it was left to the Cuurch, or, rather, to
Churchmen, to transform the will into the deed, It was no
easy task, Repeated Acts of Assembly in the 18th and 19th
centuries bear witness to the Church's efforts to see to it
that every parish should have g well-equipped school and a

suitable schoolmaster. Parish education was not merely an

5. An Act for Making better Provision for the Parochial
Schoolmasters, and for making further Regulations for the
better Govermment of the Parish Schools in Scotland, 1llth
June, 1803, Anno Quadragesimo Tertio Georgii III Regis,

cap. IJIV.
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act of idealism or of faith, or even of Christian duty. It
was also a work of necessity, for the very existence of a
Reformed Church on the pattern laid down by Calvin and Xnox
depended on the education of its members, But again and again
the desire of the Assembly had to wait upon the frustration of
circumstances, the strife of politics, the poverty of the means
to carry any plan into effectual execution, even the lukewarm-
sness of the commonalty towards any official resolutions for
their betterment, Amelioration by Act of Parliament or by
decision of the Courts of the Church, had, as always, to wailt
upon the pioneers who would not rest until the blue~prints had»
taken material form,

The 19th century matchned the moment with such men,
Parliamentary control subsisted in far-off London., The General
Assembly had become in a sense the national court of Scotland.
Church politics took the place of the old Estates; in the early

part of the 19th century the perfervidum ingenium Scotorum

flashed forth in religious controversy which had its effect on
the remotest village of the land, That national religious
fervour, fostered by the Calvinism which had taken deep root -
in Scottish soil, was brought to bear, as never before, on the
great task of education, Vnere the ecclesiastical courts
progressed but slowly in their official capacity, charitable
organisations, supported by churchmen took the field, VWhere
the National Church was frustrated by the land-owners, it took
action through private ventures, But whatever the enterprise,

the aim was always the same: the Christian education of the
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community, not only in the truths, but also in the duties of
the Christian faith,

Acts of Parliament notwithstanding, it was plain that
the heritors would of themselves do little, Many of them were
of small property and poor; most of them were quite indifferent
to the task of education. The great land-owners, more and more
beguiled by the culture and connections of wealthier England,
were the moral descendants of the nobles who had prevented The
First Book of Discipline from becoming = legal statute., John
Knox himself had noted of Iord Erskine (afterwards BEarl of Mar),
thats "yf the poore, the schooles, and the ministerie of the
Kirk had their awin, his keching wald lack two parttis and more
of that whiche he injustlie now possesses.é The lairds of
later days were just as unwilling to put their hands in their
pockets for the establishment of schools. "To them," notes
Dr, Thomas Guthrie, "with honourable exceptions, the country
owed little gratitude. They grew rich by the spoils of the
Church; starﬁed the teachers, and opposed with dogged determina-
étion every reform in Church and State, reminding one of what -
Dr. Chalmers related as the speech of a professor of St. Andrews
“to his students: 'Gentlemen,' he said, 'there are just two
things in nature that never change. These are the fixed stars

(7)

and the Scotch lairdsdt' "

Be The Works of John Knox: ed, Laing. Vol. II, p. 128,
EBdinburgh, 1895.

7 Autobiography of Thomas Guthrie, D.D. London, 1877. p.35.

M
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If the heritors failed to act, as was all too commonly
the case, then, under the terms of the 1803 Act, the Presbytery
was authorised to apply to the Commissioners of Supply of the
county to carry out the law at the expense of thne lairds, Thus
the Church had the authority to make the Act work. But even
here all was not plain sailing. The appointment to a parish
did not go by merit, but by influence, and it was the land-owner
who was usually the patron of the living. The minister who had
his hopes set on a comfortably-endowed parish would not care to
cross swords with his patron over the subject of school accommo-
séation. The parish schoolmaster, who was often a divinity
student or licentiate of the Church dared not quarrel with one
on wnose favour he depended to find him & parish. The heritor,
too, in a National Church was perhaps ruling elder, fellow
Presbyter, and fellow Commisgsioner to the General Assembly.

He was responsible for the fabric of church and mangse, as well
as for school and school-house, A minister in concord with
his heritors could live comfortably. At variance with the
local landlords he would suffer materially as well as in author-
ity in the community.

Thus, although it was the avowed duty and task of the
Church to see to it that schools were established and maintained
throughout the land, many parishes at the beginning of the 19th
century were in fact without the means of education, But where

the Church was slow to act legally and nationally, it could and
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did act through private and charitable organisations., Indeed,
throughout the period under review, it was private ventures
which led the way, supported by enlightened Churchmen, until
the endeavour of national education attained the countenance of
the whole country.

Such an organisation was the Society in Scotland for
Propagating Christian Xnowledge, which had been erected by
Letters Patent in 1709, in the reign of Queen Anne, Its primary
aim was the propagation of the Reformed faith in the remote and
barbarous Highlands, where ignorance and Romish superstition
largely abounded and where the scattered population was all too
easily disaffected in their loyalty fto the Crown. The stated
policy of the S.S.P.C.K. Was ...... "the Increase of Piety and - |
Virtue within Scotlend,- and especially in the Highlands, Islands,
and remote Corners thereof, where Error, Idolatry, Superstition,
and Ignorance do mostly abound, by reason of the ILargeness of
Parishes and Scarcity of SchoolsS cecees” (8]

The Society was granted "full Power to receive Subscrip-

stions, Mortifications, Donations, Legacies, Sums of Money, Lands,

|
i

Goods and Gear, and therewith to erect and maintain Schools, to
teach to read, especially the Holy Scriptures, and other good |

and pious Books; as also to teach Writing, Arithmetick, and such E

8. A Short Account of the Rise, Progress, and Present State
of the Society in Scotland for propagating Christian
Knowledge. By Mr. Robert Walker, Edinburgh,l1748, p. 29,



58

"1ike Degrees of Knowledge in the Highlands, Islands, and remote. .
Corners of Scotland, ...... and to use such Means for instructing
the People in the Christian Reformed Protestant Religion as may
be competent ...."(9)

Members of the Committee were required to be Protestants,
the rules, ordinances, instructions and directions had to be
"gsgreeable, and nowise contrary, to the Laws and Constitu?ions
of Scotland, in Church and State, presently in Force," l@énd the
Presbyteries of the Church had to make exact enquiry into the
manner of life and conversation of the teachers to be employed
by the Society to ensure that they were "llen of Piety, ILoyalty,
Prudence, Gravity, competent Knowledge and Literature, and otber
Coristian and necessary Qualifications suited to their respective
Stations."(ll) None was to be employed who was not first tried
and examined, certified and attested by the Church Courts. It
was the duty of the Church, too, to visit the Society schools
annually and to report on them,

It is clear from the S.5.P.C.K. reports that the schools -
were intended to be largely under the control of the Established
Church and to be supplementary to the parochial schools. The

Society are "particularly careful, not to place or keep their

schools too near any Parochial Schools, lest the one might hinder

Oe Ibid. p. 32.
lo‘ Ibid- po 5’70
11. Ibid, p. 37.
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: 12)
" the Success of the otherg. The educational syllabus, too,

is very similar to that of the parish school, though more
circumscribed. The duty of the S.S.P.C.K. schoolmasters is
"to instruct their Scholars in the Principles of the Christian
Reformed Religion; to direct their ilorals, and to train them up
in the Social Virtues; to teach them Writing and Orthography,
Arithmetick and Church Musick, but no Lating .... to worship
God every Dey and every Night, and to take care that the
Scholars attend Publick VWorship on the Lord's Day.glz)

Neither tihe 1715 nor the 1745 Rebellion seriously
hampered the progress of the Society. Indeed, they served to
point a moral in the public appeal for further subscriptions,
To support the Society's schools would be to enlighten a "wild
and barbarous people", rendered such by their climate, their
religion and their clanships; it would help to make them loyal
to "the most merciful and best modell'd Govermnment in Europe;”
and it would free the Highlanders from their bondage to’“these
very assiduous Creatures, the Priests’, Not least is the aim
of the Society to extirpate "the Irish Language",

"The Wisdom of the Nation have attempted several methods to
civilise the Eighlands, they have disarmed them, they have

destroyed tneir Feudal Tenures, they have changed their dress,

nay, changed their very Nameg, but never have they attempted to

12, Ibid. p. 47.
13,  Ibid. p. 47.
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change their language, And yet nothing tends more to perpetu=~
tate Barbarity and Ignorance among them thnan this very Thing,

which renders it impossible for them to learn of the re?t ?f
14

the World or the rest of the World to understand them," -

A Second Patent, granted to the Society in 1738, ratified
and perpetually confirmed the first, and, in addition, proposed
the setting up of Schiools of Industry, "to cause such children
28 they shall think fit, to be instructed and bred up to
Husbandry and Housewifery, or in Trades and Manufactures, or in
guch like manual Operations, as the Society shall think propeﬁ%?)
The Directors of the S.S.P.C.K. admit that, amidst so ignorant
and barbarous a people, "if it was not possible to reform the
then Generation" at least the way might be paved for the reform-
sation of the next. In 1748 they could claim to have been "the
means of instructing Fifty thousand children in the Knowledge of
Christianity; and many of these, %too, living in the most remote
and dark Corners of the Country, where otherwise the Rays Qf the
Sun of Righteousness had never yet reached£}6) At that date they
had 134 schools with 7,805 pupils, under the auspices of 36 Pres-
tbyteries as widely scattered as Uist, Zet&and, Dumbarton, and
Bdinburgh, By the end of the first decade of the 19th century. .
they had 290 schools, containing nearly 16,000 pupils. In every

case the Church was the controllmng‘influence.

14, TIbid. p. 62.
15.  Ibid. p. 64.
160 Ibid. p. 56.
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A similar venture was The Society for the Support of
Gaeliec Scnools, which came into being in 1811, ILargely modelled |
on the S.5.P.C.K., 1t sought to reach hitherto neglected parts
of the Highlands and Islands. But per contra to the older body, ;
the new Society sought to instruct the children in the Gaelic
language, encouraged thereto by the recent publication of a
version of the Gaelic Scriptures by the British and Foreign
Bible Society, It was claimed that in spite of the work of
the SeS+.P.C.Xe and of the parochial schools, "out of 335,000
persons in the Highlands, 300,000 understood no other language
than Gaelic, so far, at least, as not to comprehend a book
written, or a continued discourse spoken, in any oth£%22

The object of the Society, therefbre, was "to teach the
inhabitants to read the Holy Scriptures in their native lang&igg”.
Their schools were to be of the circulating type, so that the
schoolmaster might move to any locality where he would meet with
8 response. For the most part, the Society was content to allow

the people of a district to provide modest accommodation for the

master,

"An untenanted house, of convenient situation, may in some
districts be found, which will be quite suitable for the purpose

in view. Wnere this cannot be got, the inhabitants will, with

17, First Annual Report of the Society for the support of
Gaelie Schools, with an Appendix respecting the present
state of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, etc.
2nd. ed, Bdindurgh. 1812. p. 10.

18.  Ibid. p. S.
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that alacrity which they have already shown, unite in erecting
ones%g) The only stipulation was that the house should be as
large as possible, not merely because a small space was injur-
sious to health and prevented progress in learning, but also
because it was hoped to make such school-rooms a meeting-place
for Scripture teaching on the Sabbath day. The Scriptures
were to take a pre-eminent place in daily teaching. "Two
different parts of the 01ld Testament are to be read by the
fifth class at each meeting of the Schoo ?9) Detailed instruc-
ttions were given to the teacher as to the methods of teaching
to be employed. Once again the Church was responsible for
oversight of the work, The public examination at the end of
term was to be held in the local Parish Church, with the
minister examining the scholars.

As well as the parochial schools and Society schools,
there were hundreds of class-rooms "at private adventure® to
be found almost everywhere throughout the land. They were of
very varied quality. Too often "the work of education was not
yet discovered to require something more than a wooden leg, a

(21)
palsied limb, an empty pocket, or the hope of a clerical gown",

19, The Teacher's Guide in conducting the Gaelic Schools.
Edinburgh 1815. p. 3,

20, Ibid. p. 18.

21. Centenary Handbook of The Educational Institute of
Scotlands A.J. Belford. P. 42,
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But whatever the nature of the school, wherever the situa-

stion, the Bible was the main text-book, the Catechism was dili-

sgently conned, the children were to be taught the truths of
Christianity, and, in particular, the teachers were to be men

approved by the Church and more or less subject to the Presbytery

and under the oversight of the parish minister. All reports of
the period, concerning many and varied types of school, agree in
their general assessment of the situation and needs of rural
Scotland in the early 19th century.

The situation was serious enough, whether the aim of the
educationists was to redeem the disaffected, enlighten the papis$s,;
civilise the barbarous, or make God-fearing members of society.

The First Annual Report of the Society for the Support of Gaelic |
Schools pointed out that since 1750 the population of almost every E
Highland Parish and every Island, had doubled, In spite of the
efforts of every educational agency, it was noted that: "Of the
numerous bands who come southward every year in the time of

harvest to reap our fields, not one in ten is capable of reading

the simplest passages of Sacred Scripture. The inhabitants of
many populdus districts are still more illiterate. In some of

these not one in sixty, in others not one in a hundred can reégaz

Of the 78 inhabited islands, a number were totally unprovided

with the means of instruction., There was no résident minister,

missionary, catechist, nor any school whatever.

2. First Annual Report of The Society for the Support of
Gaelic Schools: p. 1l.
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Written reports from parish ministers submitted to the
Societies or to the General Assembly reveal the deficiencies
of education in Scotland, In 1800 the Presbyteries were asked
by the General Assembly to report on all schools and school-
:masters within their bounds, At the time of the 1803 Act it
was noted that in the whole of Scotland there were 942 parish
schools, that is, little more thén one to each parish, no matter
how wide its bounds. Tne attendance at all schools, parish,
Society, or adventure, did not exceed one twelfth of the popu-
¢lation.

The interest aroused in education by the work of private
and charitable organisations impelled the General Assembly to
further effort, In 1824 the Assembly set up an Education
Committee (to this day the oldest standing Committee of the
General Assembly) to augment the parochial school system. By
1843 there were 146 such Assembly schools, with 13,000 scholars
currently enrolled. As in the case of the Society schools,the
work was maintained by the voluntary offerings of the Church
plate,

A study of the Statistical Accounts of Scotland of 1791
and 1845, as well as the General Assembly's REducation Committee

Reports, supports the contention that the Knoxian ideal of

parish education in Scotland was still far from being fulfilled,

These documents give perhaps the clearest account of the situ-
tation amidst all the prolific hortatory pamphleteering and

ex-parte writings of the times,
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The following reports from the Statistical Account of
1791 are samples of a general situation in rural Scotland:

Auchterderran, Fifes

"The parochial schools are by no means supplied with such
enlightened teachers as those that were formerly instrumental in
diffusing this knowledge. No one of good education and ability
now accepts of this reduced pittance, where the situation is not
favourable for producing lucrative scholars; and the village
teacher, brought in by thke subscription of needy people, is a
still more unqualified person. In such cases the feo§le do
23
!

not propose seeking out the best, but the cheapest.

Applecross, Rogs-shires

The master supplements his meagre income with cockfight
dues, which are equal to one quarter's payment for each scholar,
"It is disgraceful that a class of men so usefully employed in
the serzic§ of the public should have so little of its counten-

24 '

tance, "

Kirkpatrick-Juxta, Dumfries: "Had not the present teacher been

disabled for working as a common mason, he must have spurned
(25)
such a livelihood as this."

New (Bast) Monkland, ILenarks Over 100 heritors, Minister's

|

gtipend, £120, Teacher's salary: 100 merks, with dwelling—house,}

but no garden. The teacher is also precentor and session-clerk,

326)

"A shameful pittance, a disgrace to the country.

23. The Statistical Account of Scotland, drawn up from the
Communications of the Ministers of the different Parishes.
By Sir John Sinclair, Bart, Edinburgh, 1791, Vol.I,p.457.

24, Ibid, . III. pe. 278, .
55, Tpid: vol. 4" BisB0.t  26. Ibid. Vol., 7. p. 272-3.
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Glentrathen, or ILintrathen, Angus: Parish school salary, 6 or

7 bolls oats, collected from tenants, and some trifling fees,
"On this miserable allowance he has contrived to support a
family upwards of 60 years. The hut in which he resides is
hardly fit to accommodate the meanest beggar."(27)

Kinnettles, Anguss: School salary, £5. Fees, £4 - 13 - 9,

Registration of baptisms and marriages and session clerk:
£2 - 8 - 4., Totals £12 - 2 = 1 .... "a sum less by £2 sterling
(28)

than the income of a common labourer.!

Glenorchy and Inishail: "The office of the schoolmaster is an

useful and laborious employment, It is a pity, that the
encouragement to this class of men, should in general, be so
inadequate to their utility and to their labours, In most
parishes, though it is by no means the case in this, the winnings
of a common servant greatly exceed the income of men, whose
employments éxpose them to much waste of health and spirits; to
much hunger and cold, and to much censure; men, too, many of

them possessed of learning and cultivated minds, and by means

of whom, the first principles of morals and science ate communic-
tated to millions."(gg)

A letter on Tne State of National Xducation in Scotland

sums up the position at the turn of the century: "There are

27, Ibid. Vol. 13. p. 566.
28. Ibid. VOl. 9- p. 205.
29. Ibid. VOl. 8. pc 354.

]
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gbout 900 parochial schoolmasters in Scotland, of whom more
than 500 have no more than £16 per year in all., Half, at most,
is stated salary, the rest contingent and uncertain, He is
often left to extort 3d or 4d from each of a large numbér of
tenants. The school-houses generally are mere hovels. The
greater part of school salaries at present are enjoyed by
expectants of the church, Most are only too glad to escape to
some other job, so there are frequent vacancies and a regular
influx of novices."(so)

The New Stétistical Account of 1845 shows no very marked
improvement in the situation: |

Libertons (year 1839) Four large resident proprietors.

Minister's stipend now worth £326 - 14 - 7, DParish schoolmaster

(31)

gets maximum salary, 400 merks, plus house.

Maxton: (year 1834) The master is an infirm old man retired

for 25 years, retaining house, garden and salary of £25 - 13 - 3,

His successor has house and salary of £20 - 6 - 8 from the heri-
:tors, plus fees of 820 - 1 - 5, heritor's clerk: £4., - 4/-

: (32)

session clerk: £1 - 1/-.
Strathblane: (year 1841) Stipend of minister, £231 - 17 - 10,

plus glebe, £16,. The parish school-room is 18 ft. by 16 by 7,

30, A letter to Sir John Sinclair, Bart., on The State of
National BEducation in Scotland, by N.X, In General

Appendix to the Statistical Account of Scotland.Vol, XXI, 1799(

31. The New Statistical Account of Scotland., Vol, I. p. 24,

324 Ibid. Vol, III., p. 124,
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\
badly lighted, a most ill-aired, wretched hovel. Tﬁb heritors
propose to remove the floor further from the ceilin%[ "In
order to enlarge it, some of the heritors strongly recommend
an excavation, which will remove the floor further from the
ceiling, but they heave not shown how this process will enlarge

(33)
the area,”

The returns of 1833-34 show that the average total income

|

of 1170 parish school teachers was £47 - 6/-. In tne Highlands;

private teachers averaged £13, The average of ministers?
stipends for 717 stated parishes covering the whole of Scotland
(excluding large burghs and cities) was £225 - 8/-.

The Presbytery and Parochial Reports on the State of
Bducation in Scotland, published by the General Assembly's
Education Committee, 1842, cohtain a great deal of similar
information about the parish schools of the time, with passing
reference to voluntary, subscription, and charity schools in
the parishes. Frequent references to 'the improved system
of teaching' in the case of the parish schools show that the
influence of tne Normal Schools was already being felt, even
in rural areas,

The Presbytery reports contain a summary review of the
schools examined within their Dbounds, The following are
typical:s
Linlithgows All parochial schools examined, Several not

efficiently taught. Scriptures read daily in them all, and

33! Ibid. VO. 8. p. 87.
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other meéns of religious instruction employed. Two only
opened with prayer and one only closed with it. One neither
ppened nor closed With’prayer. In three schools the teachers
are assisted by members of their own families, In another, a
regular assistant is employed, who was chosen by the qualified
electors, examined by tine Presbytery, and is remunerated by

the fees.

Non-parochial schools: Not examined .... generally from the
teachers being averse to admit the Presbytery's superintendence,
A good many such schools are inefficiently taught, from unskil-
sfulness and incompetency. In regard to a good many non-
parochial schools it is expressly stated that religious instruc-
ttion meets with careful attention. Some are reported as
regularly opened and closed with prayer554)

Peebles: Parochisl schoolss: None reported inefficiently
taught,. Religious instruction in all, Non-parochial schools:
Two adventure schools not examined, as Presbytery's visit has
been for several years declined, None reported inefficiently
taught,

General remarks: A very few of the teachers on their own
adventure have met had any experience of the improved systems;
and some parents are not fond of what they call novelties, in

some cases removing their children from a school taught in the

34, Presbyterial and Parochial Reports on the State of
Bducation in Scotland. Published by the General
Assembly's Bducation Committee, 1842. p. 7.
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modern manner to one in which the more ancient is still retained,

One non-parochial school 'is taught by a very old man, and con-

ssidering his age he does very well,'! One is 'an evening
school for the children of colliers,' In one parish two farmersi
who have teachers for their children allow the neighbouring
children to attend.(35)

Dalkeith: Parochial scnoolss: All examined. In all the
Scriptures are read daily, and the scholars‘catechised upon them.i
The Shorter Catechism, with explanations and proofs, forms a |
most important part of every day's exercises, By this means the
children are well grounded in the doctrines of the Church of
Scotland. Thne schools are opened and closed with prayer by

the teaciuers, The other ordinary means of religious instruction
are employed, sucn as comnitting to memory the Shorter Catechisum,
Psalms, and Paraphrases. v, Muir, the parochial schoolmaster
of Pennicuik, has long been unfit for duty, by reason of his
great age,"

Non—parochial schools: The Committee do not report all these

schools equally well taught, Religious instruction holds a

prominent place in all these schools and this is communicated
chiefly by daily reading the Bible, and by learning the Shorter
Catechism, with explanations and proofs. There is great dis- |

stparity of attainments among the different teachers,

35. Ibid, p. Oe
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General: The Bible is used daily in all these schools, paro-
schial or non-parochial as a school-book, and it is gratifying
to the Committee to be able to state that great attention is
paid to the religious department of education. In the parochial
schools the teachers are gradually introducing the class of
text-books recommended by the Assembly's Committee on Educagggi.

Returns of this nature sre made by all the Presbyteries,
except those of Edinburgh, Kintyre, Skye, Kirkwall, and lerwick,
A1l have much the sazme general impressions to report, The work
in the parochial schools is reasonably well done; modern methods
of teaching are finding their way in, even, in some cases, to
the non-parochial schools. Scripture knowledge is well-taught
on the whole, the Bible and Shorter Catechism being the main
text-books. Some of the teachers are too aged and infirm for
their Wo;k, but assistants are available,

Several comments must, however, be made on the general
complacency of the Presbytery reports. They were prepared by
ministers who were not disposed to see in an unfavourable light
the educational work for which they were in large measure
responsible. The parochial schoolmaster, frequently session-
clark, was the ninister's right-hand man in the parish, and 1is

not to be hardly dealt with, These reports, too, were prepared

36, Tbid, p. 11.
Note: The information contained in the "Abstract of
Parochial Returns of School Zxaminations', made by
the several Presbyteries of the Church of Scotland

for the year ending 15th /fpril, 1849, is very similar

See Report of the Committee of the General Assembly
for increasing the means of Education in Scotland.
May 1849, Appendix,




for submission to the General Assembly, where they were read

or heard by other members from different barts of the country.
Each Presbytery was naturally anxious to 'report diligence' and
to leave in the minds of the commissioners a favourable impres-
:sion of the progress of education, particularly religious
education, in their own particular aresz.

It must also be noted that the Committee appointed by the
Presbytery to visit schools within the bounds did so very occa-~
:sionally, and spent little time making any detailed examination.;
The visit was generally arranged well in advance, the master had
previously renearsed the children, religious instruction was
well to the fore, the pupils were ready with the right answers
to the right questions, and the deputation had neither the
inclination nor the knowledge to enquire more closely into the
regular day to day teaching. Dr. Thomas Guthrie recalls such
a visitation: "I was seven years in the parish of Arbirlot
(1830 - 37); and while I believe I was just as attentive as my
neighbours, I do not recollect of being three times in the
parish school, though it was next door to me, except on those
occasions, once a year, when the Presbytery Committee came to
examine the school, The truth is, Presbyterial supervision
was very much a decent sham, To be sure, if there were any
0ld schoolmaster among the parish ministers, he pricked up his

ears like an old huniter when he hears the sound of the horn;
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" but as for the rest of us, who were not accustomed to it, %o
sit for weary hours hearing 'A - b, ab, B - 0, bo,' was the
driechest business I ever had to do with, And well do I
remember to have seen how often the watches were pulled out to
see how the time went; and the truth is, if the 'diet of exam-
t¢ination' had not been followed by another kind of 'diet' at the
manse, - a committee dinner, and a sociable crack with the
brethren - tgere would have been very few at the diet of exam-
:inationl"(5/)

In the case of the non-parochial schools within their

bounds, the Presbyteries had to go warily. Some of these schools

belonged fo schismatic bodies whose managers did not welcome a
visitation from representatives of the Lstablished Church. For
the most part the reports were content to state that although
teachers in the non-parochial schools might be ill-qualified and
poorly paid, their doctrine was sound, Established or
secession, the schools, like the kirks, were obdurately Presby-

. sterian, The educational framework was makeshift, the teachers
often ill-equipped for the task. But the ethnos of rural educa-
in the first half of the 19th century was still Calvinist and

Knoxian,

[ty

37 Autobiography and Memoir of Thomas Guthrie, D.D.
Iondon. 1877. p. 603,
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Chapter Four.

The Bducational System in 19th century Scotlands

THE RURAL CLASS-ROOIM,

"The parish schoolmaster was a scholar and an honest mam,
and if a boy really wished to learn, he certsinly could teach
him, He had attended the classes at Aberdeen during the same
sessions as the late Dr. liearns, and in mathematics and the
languages had disputed the prize with the Doctor; but he had
failed to get on equally well in the worldj; snd now, in middle
life, though a licentiate of the Church, he had settled down to

be what he subsequently remained - the teacher of a parish school.

There were usually a few grown-up lads under his tuition =~

careful sailors, that had stayed ashore during the winter gquarter

to study navigation as a science, - or tall fellows, happy in
the patronage of the great, who, in the hope of being made
excisemen, had come to school to be initiated in the mysteries
of gauging, - or grown young men, wno, on second thoughts, and
somewhat late in the day, had recognised the Church as their
proper vocations and these used to speak of the master's
acquirements and teaching ability in the very highest terms.,
He himself, too, could appeal to the fact, that no teacher in
the north had ever sent more students to college, and that his
better scholars almost always got on well in life, But then,
on the other hand, the pupils who wished to do nothing — a
description of individuals that comprised fully two-thirds of
all the younger ones - were not required to do much more than
they wished; and parents and guardians were loud in their com-
:plaints that he was no suitable schoolmaster for them; though
the boys themselves usually thought him quite suitable enough,"

(1)

Hugh Ifiller.
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The Act for Settling of Schools of 1696 had laid down the

wages of a schoolmaster, He was to get not more than 200 merks

1. Hugh Miller: My Schools and Schoolmasters, Edinburgh.
19207. Pe. 45.
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(2)
211 - 2 - 3) and not less than 100 merks. (The merk was a

silver Scotch coin first issued in 1570. It was equivalent %o
two-thirds of a pbund 3cots, or thirteen and one-third pence
sterling. Twenty shillings, or one pound Scots, was equal to
twenty pence sterling).

That stated salary remained unaltered for more than a
hundred years, By the Act of 1803, the salary of the parish
schoolmaster was raised to the maximum of 400 merks (£22 - 4 - 5)
and a minimum of 300 merks (£16 - 13 =~ 45?) It was further
enacted that a commodiousr?g; a school must be provided, and a’
dwelling-house and garden for the schoolmaster, Not more than
two apartments including the kitchen were required for the school=-
smasters the garden was to consist of at least one-fourth of a
Scots acre, suitably fenced in. Where there was no garden, the
- master was to receive an addition to his salary in lieu thereof,
Needless to say, these regulations were no more attended to than
those for providing schools. Parochial records up and down the
land bear witness to the mean housing of masters and scholars
alike. |

Many proclamations had been made both by Church and State

in the course of the years about the necessary qualifications of

the schoolmaster, Most of them were based on the ideals of the

2, Acts of the Parliament of Scotland., Vol, X. Apud Edinburgh.
9th October, 1696,

e An Act for making better Provision for the Parochial School-
stmasters, and for making further Regulations for the better
Government of the Parish Schools of Scotland. 11lth June,

1803, Anno Quadragesimo Tertio Georgii III Regis, Cap.ilV,
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First Book of Discipline, though, strangely enough, there is

no mention in that work of qualifications and character
necessary in a schoolmaster, The life and conversation of
ministers is under 'strait and sharp examination'. As for

the schoolmaster, it is mentioned only in the passing that he
must be able to teach Grammar, It can be taken for granted,
however, that the Church required of those who taught the young
as strait a conduct of life as it did of its ministers,

Tne 19th century was, in the letter at least, strict in
its requirements. The superintendence of schools was to con-
stinue with the ministers of the Established Church as hereto-
sfore. When a vacancy occurred it was to be intimated from
the pulpit, and the ministers and heritors of the parish were
to elect a person to the office of schoolmaster, in the terms
of the 1803 Act.

Such was the ideal. The reality, largely because of
he financial provisions, was very different. There was a
wide diversity of gifts and experience among this 'most useful
Body of Meng4 wno staffed the sciools of Scotland in the early
19th century. Not a few were incapacitated by age, infirmity,

or inability to teach properly. A number were 'stickit

4, Note: The opening words of the 1803 Act are: "Whereas
the Parish Schoolmasters in Scotland are a most useful
Body of Ien ..." It is a description often repeated in
19th century writing about schools and schoolmasters. In
the terms of the Dick Bequest, from IMr, Dick's last Will
and Testement, lay, 1827, the schoolmasters are referred
to as 'that neglected, though useful class of men ....'
Sees Report on Bducation in the Parochial Schools of the
Counties of Aberdeen, Banff and Lioray, by Simon S, Laurie,

A M., EBdinburgh, 1865. p. 213.
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ministers' who through lack of ability, influence or eloquence
(3)

had failed to find a patron to present them to a parish. Others

were youthful aspirants to the Kirk, birds of passage whose

sojourn in the schoolroom was as brief as they could make it.

lMost of these were in attendance at the University or Divinity

Hall throughout the winter months, leaving such substitute as
fhey could find to take their place in the class-room., Professor
Laurie, inspector for the Dick Beguest, noted that nine-tenths
of the graduates in parish schools regarded teaching as a tempo-
srary Job. There is no doubt that the task was irksome to
many of them. Thomas Davidson, the "Scottish Probationer?,
wrote to a friend:

"You know nothing about the vexation of communicating the
mysteries of number to an epitome who stares you in the face
with large eyes, and expresses his conviction, in spite of
comuon sense and what he deems a much more important thing -
the multiplication table - that 5 times 3 are 10, and 5 times
9 are 19, You know nothing, Javius, of the internal commotion
one feels wnen his zeal in the communication of knowledge is
suddenly checked by some wretcned essence of staring stupidity,

who looks him in the face and gravely tells him that f-o-xX spells

D, There were, in any case, far more licentliates than there
" were kirks for tnem. The number of divinity students at

Aberdeen alone in the early years of the century was from
150 to 180, and Zdinburgh, Glasgow and St. Andrews had still
more. Yet there were only some 30 vacancies a year in the
parish churches, See: A Practical Issay on tire manner of |
Studying and Teaching in Scotland. Anon. Gdinburgh. 1823,
p. 120.




78

"cat! ...... A teacher is always in prison, his nature is in
chains, and the business of hig life is to be a hopeless
unstriving captive. He must always live for a pattern or an
example, and you know what sort of living that must be. That
appears to me, at least, to be the state of the case; a theory
liable to two objections: I am prejudiced against the business,
and I have had little or no experience. Take my advice, how-
sever, Javius, and thank God you are not a teacher,"

There must have been many such, Presbytery, parish, and
other reports on education in the 19th. century reveal the
diversity of quality in the village schoolmasters, Thuss "The
unendowed male teacher is somewhat deaf, and without a limb."
(Parish of queensferry). "The parish teacher is am elder, and
very respectable, both as a teacher and as a man, He has
studied at a University. He practises the explanatory system
skilfully." (Parish of ILiberton). "Cotyburn, N.E. of this
parish, is taught by Peter Barclay, who was once in the army,
lost an arm, and has a pension from the Government." (Parish of
‘Gladsmuir). "The original parish Schoolmaster is session-clerk,
‘heritor's clark, and a land-surveyors; buf he does not teach. Hig
assistant has nothing but what arises from his teaching. The
proper or original schoolmaster has been found inefficient, and

.an assistant appointed. His inefficiency arises from want of

6. The Iife of a Scottish Probationer. A Memoir of Thomas
Davidson, by James Brown, D.D. 3rd. ed. Glasgow.1l889. p.49.
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ability to impart his knowledge to others, at least to children."
(Parish of Prestonkirk). "One of the teachers is inefficient
from indolence; another from natural softness of disposition.
Generally the non-parochial teachers are defectively educated,
none of them qualified to teach the non-elementary subjects.

One of them has been most of his 1life a town-officer, and was

but recently liberated from the hulks where he was sent for
forgery." (Parish of Jedburgh). "Mr, Laidlaw is a faithful
teacher, who seeks to prepare his scholars, not only for the
business of this world, but for the better world to come. He

is an elder of the church." (Parish of Stevenston), "The paro-
schial schoolmaster is superannvated and employs a substitute
under whom the school has decidedly improved, but his attainments

are limited, and he has not had the advantage of seeing any

improved system of instruction in operation." (Parish of Kintail).

"The teacher is a student in Divinity, of attainments suited to
é more advanced class of scholars than those he has to teach.,"
(Parish of Glenelg). "The teachers are both more remarkable for
their zeal as expounders and lecturers then for attention\or
success as instructors of youth." (Parish of Lochalsh)fvj

The Established Church also had the last word in the conirol

of teachers appointed to the S.S8.P.C.K., and other Society schools,

T Presbyterial and Parochisl Reports on the State of Education
in Scotland, Published by the General Assembly's Education
Committee 1842, passinm,.
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The qualifications of the S.5.P.C.K. schoolmasters were to be
certified on trial before the Presbytery within whose bounds
they were to works "The Certificate bears, that the Candidafe
is a Person well known to the Presbytery, of whose Piety, Ioyalty,
and Prudence they are satisfied; That ne understands the Prin-
sciples of the Protestant Religion, Writing and Arithmeticks
That they judge him well-affected to the present Government, and
in every respect qualified for the office of Schoolmaster."(s)

The Society also had its eye on likely lads who might grow
up to follow the profession of teaching. It was their aim to
train "such of their poor scholars who may be found of more than
common Genius, that out of these proper Schoolmasters may be had
and that in the mean Time they may assist such lasters where

(9)

~8chools are numerous."” Such bursars, who received an allow-
tance of a penny a day for the first two years and a penny half-
penny a day for the third year, with a suit of clothes and a pair
of shoes, had 2lso to be closely exemined by the‘minister of the
?arish and by Presbytery visitors in order to qualify for a
certificate of wortniness. Thus in the Society schools as in
the parish schools the Knoxian tradition was carried on and

every care was taken to ensure orthodoxy in matters of Church

and State,

8. A Short Account of the Rise, Progress, and Present State
of the 3ociety in Scotland for propagating Christian
Knowledge, By lir. Robert Walker, Zdinburgh. 1748. p. 46.

9. Ibid, DP. 48.
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As for the hundreds of 'adventure schools' up and down the

land, they ran to even greater extremes in the types of teachers

who set themselves up in the way of education. The dame's school

portrayed by George Crabbe, was familiar in Scotland as in England:

"Oné there is that small regard to rule

Or study pays, and still is deemed a school,
That, where a deaf, poor, patient widow sits,

And awes some thirty infants as she knits,
Infants of humble, busy wives, who pay

Some trifling price for freedom through the day.
At this good matron's hut the children meet,

¥no then becomes the mother of the streets

Her room 1s small, they cannot widely stray,

Her threshold high, they cannot run away."  (10)

The *dame's schools! were the forerunners of the infant schools.
They hed no connexion with the Church, nor were they in any way
a.substitute for the parish school. At best they kept very
young children out of mischief, helped them to stumble through

the first syllables of reading, and inculcated Biblical morality,

There were, however, humble schools run by men and women

in whom the love of learning was deep-rooted. Thomas Guthrie

thus describes his early training at such a schools
"With my brother Charles, who was only two and twenty months

older than myself, I was sent, when four years old {1807) to

what might be called an infant school: ‘infant schools',properly

8o called, were not known in these days. My father had a large

business to manage, and my mother a large family to look after;

10 George Crabbes The Borough. Letter XXIV. Schools.
Poetical Works of George Crabbe, ed., A.J. Carlyle and

R.M. Carlyle, Iondon., Henry Frowde. 1908. p. 205.
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and I fancy we were sent there to be out of the way, and also

because the fees offered an opportunity of contrivuting in a

delicate way to the comfort of o humble but nigh-minded and
eminently Christian man.

"Jemie Stewart, our pedagogue, was by trade a weavers...
the single room of this good old man, where he lived with his
wife and daughter - the loom standing in one coruner and their
box-beds in another - was our school, There were some half-
dozen of ﬁs wno sat on stools, conning our lessons to the eclick
of his shuttle, while he sat weaving, gently reminding us from 5
time to time of our tasks, by the use of a leather thong at the |
end of a long stick, with which he reached us without having to
leave his throne....." (12)

There were many such schools. The accommodation in |
parish, Society and adventure school alike may often have been
poor, even wretched, and the teaching rude. But alongside
much illiteracy throughout the count:y there was also on the
part of many a genuine hunger for learning, even among the
poorest of the poor. And to feed that hunger there were to be
found not a few who were born to teach, the type of Scottish
'dominie?! who has found an honoured place in the annals of
Scotland, and who, although his own circumstances were circum-
tscribed, could kindle a fire in the minds of some of his pupils.

The Scots who ranged across the world in the 19th century and

11, Autobiography and Memoir of Thomas Guthrie, D.D. ILondon.
1877. p. 22,
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and who achieved fame as engineers, builders, merchants, scholars,

lawyers and divines, owed much to the village 'dominie!’.

® ® 0 % 0 0 5 0 60 9000 %8NS

Pupilss

HEven where a school was provided, by the parish or by a
Society the attendance of the children was often far from satis-
sfactory. HEducation in Scotland at the beginning of the 19th
century was neilther compulsory nor free, It is impossible to
get complete statistics for the whole dountry, or, indeed, for
any considerable area, but there are many indications in indivi-
sdual reports that attendance was casual,

The causes were many. Frequent changes of fteachers upset
the plans of those concerned with parish education. Often there
was a gap between the departure of one teacher to 'better himself?

and the arrival of another who, in turn, regarded the work of

the schoolroom as a temporary means of livelihood. Many of the |
parish school teachers spent the winter months in attendance at
Arts classes or in the Divinity halls of the Universities,

The children, on the other hand, were needed in the fields
during the suumer. months., The Presbyterial and Parochial
reports published by the General Assembly's Lducation Committee
in 1842 reveal diverse reasons for poor attendance at the diff-
:ereht types of schools, Thuss "Boys belonging to farmers or

farm-servants are often taken away at 2ll seasons for occasional

work, and girls to assist their mothers." (Parish of Keir),
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n pttendances at all the schools are irregular, rural occupations
making demands on the children."  (Parish of Duns),
"The Committee regrets that the progress of pupils is much retarded
by the irregularity of their attendance, This is an evil which
parents do not seem sufficiently to regard." (Parisn of Elgin).
"Attendance is given for only part of the year." (Presbytery of
Dornoch).
"Attendance considerable in winter, buqlimited in summer, because
of the occupation of the inhabitants," (Presbytery of Tongueg?Z)
Other reasons adduced are: the unskilfulness and inattention
of the teachers, the lack of school books, the distance of the
population from the school, the carelessness and the pbverty of
the people, the difficulty of finding adequate clothing for the
children during the winter months,
For the majority schooling was brief and inadequate and led
only to a life's darg at the plough or the loom. It was, too,
a costly business, not only in time which might be better spent
in helping a2 struggling home, but also in fees, books and clothing,

Fees varied quite considerably from one part of the country to

3

another, The average wass Reading: 2/6d; Reading plus Writing;

3/-; Reading plus Writing plus Arithmetics 3/6d. ALl per quarter.

12. Presbyterial and Parochial Reports on the State of Education
in Scotland, Published by the General Assembly's Education
Committee. 1842, passim,
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Latin was 5/- extra, as also was Greek, with other subjects
pro rata.(lO) In general it was found that parents did not
grudge the fees so much as the cost of books, In some cases
Session funds were used to supply text-books at reduced prices,
Tnis is one reason wny a Bible became a traditional reward of
merit, for the Bible was the supreme school text-book,

Two features of the Scottish class-room in the early 19th
century are especlially worthy of notice, The first is the
concentration on the subject of reading., Almost all the day
schools of all types included the tradiﬁional toree Rs in the
curriculum, and of these, Reading was the first and foremost in
the eyes of parents, teachers and pupils alike, This was due
to the Calvinist ethos of the Scottish community. Bible and
Catechism or Collection were the chief text-books in every school,%
from the lowest class to the highest. A child might attend |
school but for a year or itwo, and irregularly at that. As he
grew up he might forget how to write anything beyond his own name;
a little arithmetic would suffice. But to be able to read,
albeit painfully, was to be respectable, According to Calvinist
and Knoxian orthodoxy it was necessary for the humblest Christian
to be able to read the Word of life for yimself., The discipline
of Church attendance and worship, the‘regular catechising at home

required it, To be literate in Scotland in the early 19tn

a3. These figures are averaged from the educational returns
given in the New Statistical Account, 1845,
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century meant to be able to read one's Bible and Catechism. The
comuent of the parish minister of Iiberton is typical of many:
"Age of entry, six. Some leave about eight or nine, or as soon
as they can read the Bible and perhaps a small Collection decently. |
Those wno cannot afford to remain longer return a few years after
for 3 or 4 months during a winter or two, to acquire a little
arithmetic, and revive their reading and Writing."(l4)

Professor R.K. Webb, in his study of literacy among the
working classes in 19th century Scotland, notes the same emphasis,
Figures from criminal returns and hospital surveys (almost the
only fairly reliable statistics of the period) éhow that the
average of literacy did not fall below fifty per cent.

"In the three years ending December 1844, 15,336 prisoners com-

mmitted were examined as to their educational attainments, These

figures include persons from all areas., The statistics are:

Cannot read: 16.9% Can read: 83%
Cannot writes: 56.3% Can writes 43.6% (15)

No matter how scanty a schooling a child may have had, such
elementary knowledge of reading as he acquired could be fostered
in church, at family worship, and in household or public cate-

schising. To be unable to read was a much greater social

14. Presbyterial and Parochial Reports on the State of Bdtica-
stion in Scotland. Published by the General Assembly's
Education Committee. 1842, p. 88,

15. Literacy among:the Working Classes in 19th cent. Scotland.
R.K. Webb: Scottish Historical Review, Mo. 116, October 1954,
Vol., XXX. 1III. 2. |
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disgrace than any ignorance of writing or counting. But
although the teaching of recading had as its aim the perusal of
the Bible as containing the supreme rule of faith and life, it
had, in the outcome, another end not anticipated by the educa-
¢tionists of the Church, For it was to a public able to read
that the political pamphleteers and propagandists appealed with
their street literature, their eye-catching posters, and their
news-sheets, It was to such readers that the Patriot, the

Chartist Circular, the Vitness were to make their appeal, not

to speak of the hundreds of fly-sheets on political and Church
governnent topics which were so widely broadcast in times of
controversy and unrest, Such readers formed, too, a lay public
to which the Disruption leaders could readily appeal. "It was
they who formed a vital political potential in Scottish society,
and, depending on one's point of view, the most challenging
threat or promise for the future.SlG)
The other significant feature of Scottish schooling in
the 19th century was the concentration of attention on the
'lad o' pairts?'. In spite of 21l handicaps, almost every
school had its few boys ... for there were no openings in the
" world of learning for girls .... wno were determined to get on,
They came from the homes of all classes of society, often from
the very poor. There was in them a love of learning, a dour

intent to overcome every obstacle, a rugged resolution to master

16. R.K. Webbs op. cit.
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each new subject as 1t came their way,. It is little wonder
that the drudging dominie, confronted by many lack-lustre
children, concentrated his enthusiasm on the lad who earnestly
sought to know all that he had to communicate and to pass

beyond his care and ken to fame in ome of the learned professions,

Where the dominie himself had failed in his ambitions, one of
his pupils might succeed, and the schoolmaster could bask in
the reflected glory of his brilliant pupil, Where the school-
tmaster was himself = graduate, still with hopes of preferment,
it was natural that he should encourage the 'lad o' pairts' to
follow in his own footsteps. The fostering of such pupils
certainly brought results, In 1863 one ih a2 thousand went to)
17

a University in Scotland, compared witn one in 5,800 in Zngland,

But above all, it created a tradition, which endured and still

endures, "Few 3cots writere have failed to seize every opportu-

snity, seasonable or unseasonable, for praising the part which
Scotland has played in the history of education., Its allegiance
to learning has been rated hardly less than its prowess on the
battlefield or its sufferings in the cause of freedom seeeees

We have often been told that the debt which Scotland owes to her
schools and universities can hardly be exaggerated, that for her
sons learning was not a captivating luxzury but a stern necessity

in the pursuit of national welfare; that in many ways our

17. Two hundred and fifty years of Scottish Education, 1696-
1946, by H.M. Knox, M.A., B.Ed.,Ph.D.,: Oliver and Boyd,
Edinburgh. 1953. p. 72.
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country took the lead, since the Reformation, in the guestion
of a learning which was democratic in that it was open fo all
and broke through the castes of man, and was aristocratic in
that it exalted to high degree the humblest of its votaries.,
With some show of rhetoric we have learned that men who have
hewn stone or ploughed the lonely furrow have risen to adorn
the pulpit and the hospital, the law coﬁrt, and the House of
#(18)
Commons.
The successiul, once they were successful, fostered the
legend., - But the concentration on the 'lad o! pairts' had its
serious defects, Many fell by the way, broken in body or
spirit by the struggle against examination barriers, cramming
thneir weary brains with facts while their godies cried out for

nourishing food, In his 'Sentimental Tommy', J.l. Barrie

portrays 'a hungry half dozen' marching from Thrums to the
siege of Aberdeen University. Five of them are from the
parish schools, the sixth is "Tod Lindertis, a ploughman from
the Dubb of Prosen, his place of study the bothy after lousing
time, or a one-roomed house near it, his tutor a dogged little
woman, who knew not the accusative from the dative, but never.
tired of holding the book while Tod recited, Him someone

greets with the good-natured jeer, 'It's your fourth try, is

18. The Church and Bducation in the 18th century.
‘ Archibald Main, D.D., D. Litt, Records of the Scottish

Church History Society, Vol, III., DPart 3. 1929,
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it no, Tod?' and he answers cheerily, 'It is, my lathie, and I'll
xeep kick, kick, kicking away to the nth time.®
Ynich means till the door flies open," says the dogged little
woman, who is the gallant Tod's no less gallant wife, and already
the mother of two." (19)

But a week later, so runs Barrie's narrative, the vanquished
crawl back, waiting for the gloaming before they steal into the
town. For them there ig a 1life of toil at the herding or the
loom,

In almost every case the successful pupils were to leave

the village commnity for the wider world of the city or the
Empire., Their subsequent fame concealed the fact that all was

not well with general parish education in Scotland, The tradi-

ttion grew that they were typical products of a land of learning,

and that the village schools of Scotland turned all their products

into men of exceptional 2bility. The truth was that the 'lad o!
pairts' was atypical, extraordinary, though the Scottish educa-
stional system gave such a one every encouragement. Thus John
Charteris, village schoolmaster of Wamphray, working within"a
small schoolroom with one hundred and twenty pupils of all ages,
from the child of six to the young farmer who had come back to

fill up some of the gaps in his previous education, " could claim

19. "Sentimental Tommy": by J. K. Barrie, Cassell & Co.,
Iondon, 1897. p. 423,
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that he had produced "no fewer than ten ministers, nineteen
doctors, eleven teachers, as well as many most successful
business men."(QO)And Cathro, the schoolmaster of Barrie's
Thrums, could claim with a pride he had won the right to wear:
"If 2ll thne ministers I have turned out in this bit school were
to come back together, they could hold the General Assembly in
the square.“(Zl) Bvery parish in the land had its notable sons
to boast of ...... but they were the exception, not the rule.
Again and again in the latter part of the 1%th century, when
Government and Churchh reports lay bare the true facis about
Scottisn schooling, it is revealed that the birthright of
learning whichh John Knox had plaﬁned for all had been grasped
only by tne few, The famous divines, lawyers, doctors, states-
imen .... themselves products of the parish school ... Who

wrote such reports were made blind to the true situation by the

glamour of their own success. They looked back on the road

they had themselves come and saw their own heritage as the common |

possession of former and better days. It was their conviction
that every pupil at the village school could be made in their
image, if he tried hard enough. Conversely, if he failed, it

was not because he was without native talent, or poor, but

20. The Life of Archibald Hamilton Charteris, D.D., LL.D. by
Rev. the Hon. Arthur Gordon, l.fA. Pe 839.

21. Je.M, Barries op. cit. p. 335,
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because he was idle, and in soﬁe sense depraved. It is this
middle class conviction that others may attain what they have
attained if only they will work hard enough that clashes with
the vast inertia of the poor in the cities of the 19th century.
The very success of the 'lad o' pairts' led to =2 deep

sense of moral superiority, a conviction that hard works appli-
tcation, the cultivation of the intellect, was 2 training in
virtue which was divinely approved by the benison of worldly
success, A writer on Rducation in Scotland notes complacently:
"It is remarkable, that in all countries where Calvinism is the
established creed, the moral character of the people is of a
higher cast, knowledge is more generally diffused, and opulence
and industry much greater than in Imtheran countries, These,
again, excel the Catholics in an equal degree ...... Perhaps a -
cool and abstract consideration of Calvinism would have led
either its friends or its enemies to anticipate this fact, which
has been discovered by the study of statistics, and merits some
consideration from those who are occupied in promoting the
happiness of states." 22)

- The Knoxian ideal of the nurture of souls for time and for

eternity tended to narrow to the cultivation of middle-class

224 A Practical Essay on the manner of Studying and Teaching
in Scotland, Anon, Hdinburgh. 1823.
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virtuess: thrift, sobriety, charity (but not caritss), prudence,
and a2ll the manners and mores with which respectability is
clothed, It was a degeneration of Calvinism into the scholas-
sticism against which Calvin had himself protested, a2 scholas-
sticism based on preaching and teaching from 'proof texts®.
There were ﬁany verses of Scripture, particularly in the
favourite bock of Proverbs, which could be quoted in support of
middle class standerds of conduct in the 19th century.

Thus morality tended to take the place of religion, and
an outward display of the works of morality was assumed to
indicate an inward moral worth. Knowledge of the faith took
the place of the response of faith itself, Most of the educa~
ttional tracts of the times speak of 'moral training' and
'religious instruction' rather than the deeper nourishment of
religious education. Little is said in the 19th century class-
room of the fruits of the Spirit. Much is made of the right-
teousness required by the Law, It was to a knowledge of that

Law that the children had té address themselves,
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Chapter Five.

RELIGIOUS TEACHING IN THE RURAL CIASS-ROOM

"Seeing that God hath determined that His Church here
on earth be taught not by angels but by men; and seeing that
men are born ignorant of all godliness; and seeing also how
God ceaseth to illuminate men miraculously, suddenly changing
them, as He changed His Apostles and others in the primitive
Church: it is necessary that your honours be most careful for
the virtuous education and godly upbringing of the youth of
this realm, if ye now thirst unfeignedly for the advancement
of Christ's glory, or deisre the continuance of His benefits
to the generation following, For as the youth must succeed
to us, so ought we to be careful that they have knowledge and
erudition, for the profit and comfort of that which ought to
be most dear to us, to wit, the Church and Spouse of the Lord
Jesus, "
The Book of Discipline.(l)

ﬂ
One text-book was common to all schools, whether parochial

Society, or adventure, and that was the Bible, Along with it
went the Shorter Catechism and usually some 'Collection' or
other work of piety suitable for training a child's mind in

the knowledge of the faith, The Presbytery and Parochial %
Reports of 1842, as well as the general literature of the times,E
are unanimously agreed that the Bible is regularly taught in |
the schools of the first half of the 19th century in Scotland,
Thuss

"All receive daily religious instruction. The Scriptures are
read every day. The Shorter Catechism is taught to all,

Daily lessons are given on Bible history." (Parish of Queens-

sferry).,

1. John Knox: The History of the Reformation of Religion in |
Scotland, ed, Cuthbert Lennox. p. 382,
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(2)
"Bible, New Testament, and Shorter Catechism used, Principles

of religion carefully taught.," (Parish of Gladsmuir).

"Wood s Scripture Biographical Catechisms are taught in the
principal parish schools With good effect. I do not think any
of the teachers have succeeded, if they have attempted, to
instil sentiments of reverence for Divine things." Parish of
Jedburgh).

"In the upper school, all in the Bible classes, two-thirds of
the scholars are familiar with the map of Palestine, Religious

instruction is given from the Bible and Shorter Catechism daily,

2, Notes: "By ‘'the Bible! both schoolmasters and pupils collo- !
tquially mean the 01ld Testament only." Simon S, Iaurie: 1
Report on Bducation, Bdinburgh, 1865, p. 299,

'Bible' and 'New Testament' were clearly distinguished one
from the other. "Under the old parish schoolmaster the pupil's
satchel simply contained the wee spell, the big spell, the 1
New Testament, the Bible, Gray's arithmetic, and a copy book."
John Neill: Records and Reminiscences of Bonhill Parish.

cf, "My laddie," we are not infrequently told, "was in the
boonmost class at his last school; he has lang been oot of

the Bible and was in the 'Beautles', he can say a' the ques-
ttions; and he was through a' the book in the coonting." -
John Wood: Account of the Edinburgh Sessional School, !
Edinburgh, 1830. p. 111, }

cf. "The general rule is, that after alphabetic and syllabic
reading is compassed in a Spelling Book, the child is

advanced to the 'Testament Class', and then in due time to

the 'Bible Class's; and these are the three steps which precede
his entering the 'Collection Class.' " ~ James Pillans:
Contributions to the Cause of Rducation. Iondon, 1856, p. 41l.

cf, "Every child committed the Westminster Assembly's Shorter
Catechism verbatim, The greatest anxiety was to get advanced
out of the Bible into the Collection.” David Stow: The
Training System, ZIondon, 1850. p. 78.

cf. "During my sixth year I spelt my way, under the dame, [
through the Shorter Catechism, the Proverbs, and the New \
Testament, and then entered upon her highest form, as a member
of the Bible Class." - Hugh Miller: My Schools and School-
imasters., Bdinburgh. 1907. Dp. 28
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which are taught, especially in the upper school, on the explan-

tatory system, and a very considerable knowledge of Bible

history and the truths of religion is shown by the more advanced ﬁ

scholars, and a considerable reverence for Divine things."
(Parish of Keir),

"The Shorter and the Mbther's Catechism, as well as psalms,
hymns, etc. are regularly taught. Tasks are prescribed for
the employment of scholars on the Sabbath day, such as psalms,
hymns, et®." (Parish of Annan).

"In regard to non-parochial schools, it is expressly stated

that religious instruction meets with careful attention.

Several are reported as regularly opened and closed with prayersl}

(Presbytery of Linlithgow).

"In all the parochial schools the Scriptures are read daily,
and the scholars catechisd upon them. The Shorter Catechism,
with explanations and proofs, forms a most important part of
every day;s exércises. By this means the children are well
grounded in the doctrines of the Church of Scotland, The
schools are opened and closed with prayer by the teachers. The

‘other ordinary means of religious instruction are employed, such

as committing to memory the Shorter Catechism, Psalms and Para-

tphrasges. Religious instruction bholds a prominent place in
 all the non-parochial schools, and this is communicated chiefly
by daily reading the Bible, and by learning the Shorter Cate-

schism, with explanations and proofs," (Presbytery of Dalkeith).i
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"Great attention is paid to Scripture geography. Dr. Wilson
of Bombay's Elementary Catechism has been used for some years
with the younger scholars, and has been found exceedingly
suitable." (Presbytery of Arbroath).(z)

Reports from up and down the country are similar in tone.
Religious instruction was, beyond all others, the subject that
visiting ministers expected to see being taught, and gsee it they

did. Not only was it pre-eminent in the curriculum by use and

wont. It was supported by the conviction of the community.

A school, whether parochial or adventure, where the Scriptures
were not in evidence would without doubt have been regarded as
unsound, not merely by the ministers, but also by the parents.
The parish schoolmaster, too, being often an aspirant to the
pulpit, had an interest in religion which he would wish to
communicate to the children in his care, Where he had little
interest, prudent conformity to the conditions which governed
his office ensured regular instruction in Bible and Catechisn,.
Religious instruction was not yet divorced from the other
parts of education within the school curriculum, In a number

(4)
of schools the Bible was the only reading-book; it provided also

B Presbyterial and Parochial Reports on the State of Bduca-~
stion in Scotland. Published by the General Assembly's

HEducation Committee, 1842, passim,

4, This was still true in some areas as late as 1865,
Sees Simon S. ILaurie: Report on BEducation. Edinburgh.

1865, p. 200,
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the history and geography lessons, so that the children were
far better acquainted with the story of Israel and the tdpo-
:graphy of the Holy ILand than with their own. The aphorisms
of the Book of Proverbs were the first sentences painfully"
scratched out on their slates, The Catechism was usually
bound up with pages containing the alphabet and short syll-

(5)
sables for beginners,

5, "In some schools, custom and economy have even sanctioned
the practice of using the Assembly's Catechism as the first
and only book for learning to read in the earlier stages,
and of superseding it, as the child advances, by an entire
Bible, of which the inconvenient weight and small print are

serious evils to a young beginner, It would be idle to

dwell on the unreasonableness of such a plan of initiatory

instruction, But teachers .... are prevented from

making any change, partly by the unwillingness of parents

to purchase new books so long as the old ones, the heir-

looms of the family, will hold together and bear the thumbs
of another generation; and partly by that obstinate adher-
~sence to former practice which I have already alluded to....
This practice was once almost universal, and would seem %o

have been sanctioned by some high authority, if one may

judge from the singular accompaniments along with which this
admirable digest of Christian doctrine has been circulated,
for nearly two centuries, through every school and dwelling-

house in Scotland. First comes a title-page, beginning

thus: 'The A,B,C, with the ShORTER CATLCHISH, etc. and on
turning the leaf, we find first, a close array of Alphabets

in characters capital, common, and italic; then a flying

squadron of vowéls and points; and lastly, a rear-guard of
two-lettered meaningless syllables in double~columnj; by the
help of all which, it was obviousliy intended that the child
should be led on next to 'What is the chief end of man?" on

page third," :
James Pillans: Contributions to the Cause of
Bducation, Iondon, 1856, ©p. 41.






























































































































































































































































































