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GLOSSARY 

 

 

Brocaded silk (broché): silk whose pattern is formed by supplementary wefts, discontinuous 

and limited to the length of the pattern. 

 

Cannelé: weave with transverse ribs parallel to the weft and formed by warp floats. 

 

Carrelé (also called cannetillé): weave with transverse ribs parallel to the weft and formed by 

supplementary warp floats on a ground weave. It produced little squares or rectangles nested 

in staggered rows. 

 

Chenille: tufted yarn produced from a taffeta weave which is cut in longitudinal stripes that 

are then twisted to be used as wefts. 

 

Chiné à la branche: fabric whose warps are resist-dyed in groups (branches) prior to the 

weaving, giving a shadowy effect to the pattern. The technique is similar to ikat.  

 

Damask (damas): monochrome fabric whose pattern is produced by areas of warp-faced 

weave against areas of weft-faced weave, giving shiny and mat effects. 

 

Gros de Florence: taffeta with a rib effect produced by a thick weft.  

 

Gros de Naples: fabric with transverse ribs parallel to weft, weaved with a doubled warp and 

a weft made of two yarns. 

 

Gros de Tours: cannelé with two wefts in each shed. 

 

Lampas: fabric whose pattern is produced by a supplementary brocading weft (see also 

ñBrocadedò), or by a supplementary weft passing from selvage to selvage. The supplementary 

weft is bound by a secondary binding warp. 

 

Gold threads (or trait/file/frisé): golden silver stretched into a thread, or golden silver or 

copper strip wrapped around a silk, linen or cotton thread, either straight or waved. 

 

Pékin: fabric with longitudinal stripes parallel to the warps. 

 

Satin (satin): warp-faced weave producing a smooth and shiny surface. Weft-faced weave is 

called sateen in English. 

 

Taffeta (taffetas): balanced plain weave, that is with regular alternating of warp and weft 

(one over, one under). 

 

Velvet (velours): supplementary warp pile on a ground weave, forming loops, cut or not 

afterwards. A velvet can be patterned.   

Ciselé velvet has areas where the loops are completely cut, giving pile of uniform height.  

 

Weft (trame): thread used across the width of the fabric, perpendicular to the warp. 
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Warp (chaîne): thread used lengthwise of the fabric, perpendicular to the weft. 

 

Watering (moire): fabric with warp ribs which are flattened by passing under calenders, 

producing rippled effects with the reflection of light on the textile. 
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Figure 1. Delafont et Lemoyne,HuguesPinet et Ferroüillat (manufacturers),Lallié

(designer),Wall hanging,silk brocadedof goldenpatterns,1731, usedin 1754in the

KingôsBedroomin Fontainebleau,in 1775in theCabinetdu Conseilin Versailles,in

1808 in the secondEmperorôsSalonat the Tuileries, H. 0,24 m, l. 0,54 m, Paris,

Mobilier national,GMMP 110/1.
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Figure 2. Marie-Olivier Desfarges(manufacturer),brocadedgros deTourson white ground,

1786, usedQueenôsBedroomin Versailles,reweaveby PrelleandTassinari& Chatel,1956,

Versailles,muséenationaldeschâteauxdeVersailleset deTrianon.
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Figure 3. Camille Pernon (manufacturer), after Dugourc

(designer),lampasbrocadedon a satin ground, 1799, for the

Casitadel Labradorà Aranjuez,H.2,81 m, l. 0,61 m, Lyon and

Paris, MaisonTassinariet Chatel,Inv. 29079.
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Figure 4. Alexis Peyrotte, Ornamentaldesignof fruit and flowers, black

chalk andpastel, 408 x 286 mm, New York, MetropolitanMuseumof Art,

61.557.3.
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Figure 5. JacquesGondoin,Projectof thebrocadedsatinwovenby JeanCharton

son for Marie-AntoinetteôsInterior Cabinet in Versailles, 1779, Berlin,

Kunstbibliothek, Inv. H.d.z. 5040.
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Figure 6. PlancheXXXIX - Soierie. Etoffesen plein, le taffetaset le raz de St-Cyr (plain weave).
Bénard,Diderot et D'Alembert, Illustrations de Encyclopédieou dictionnaire raisonnédessciences,arts et

métiers. Tome1 desplanches, Paris,Panckoucke,StoupeetBrune,1777-1779,
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Figure 7 (above). Diagramof a brocadingweft going throughtheshedof a tabbygroundweave..

Figure 8 (below). Marie-Olivier Desfarges(manufacturer),brocadedgros de Tours on white ground

(detail), 1786, usedQueenôsBedroomin Versailles,reweaveby Prelle and Tassinari& Chatel,1956,

Versailles,muséenationaldeschâteauxdeVersailleset deTrianon.

11



12 
  

 

F
ig

u
re

 9
. P

la
n

c
h

e
 L

X
IV

-
S

o
ie

ri
e
. 
D

é
v
e
lo

p
p

e
m

e
n

t 
d

e
s
 c

o
rd

e
s
 d

e
 r

a
m

e
 e

t 
d

e
 

s
a

m
p

le
e
t 
le

u
r 

a
c
ti
o

n
 s

u
r 

le
s
 f
ils

 d
e
 l
a

 c
h

a
in

e
 d

e
s
 

é
to

ff
e
s
 b

ro
c
h

é
e
s
 o

u
 l
e
 p

o
il 

d
e
s
 v

e
lo

u
rs

. 
P

a
rt

ie
 d

'é
to

ff
e
 b

ro
c
h

é
e
 v

u
e
 d

u
 c

ô
té

 d
e
 

l'e
n

v
e
r. 

W
e
a

v
in

g
p

ro
c
e
s
so

f 
a

 b
ro

c
a

d
e
ds

ilk
.

B
é
n
a

rd
, 

D
id

e
ro

t 
e
t 

D
'A

le
m

b
e
rt

, Il
lu

s
tr

a
ti
o

n
s
 d

e
 E

n
c
y
c
lo

p
é
d

ie
 o

u
 d

ic
ti
o

n
n

a
ir

e
 r

a
is

o
n

n
é
 d

e
s
 s

c
ie

n
c
e
s
, 

a
rt

s
 e

t 
m

é
ti
e
rs

. 
T

o
m

e
 1

 

d
e
s
 p

la
n

c
h

e
s, 
P

a
ri
s
, 
P

a
n
c
k
o
u

c
k
e
, S
to

u
p

ee
t 

B
ru

n
e
, 

1
7

7
7-1

7
7

9,

12



13 
  

 

Figures 10-11. FrèresBaudouinet Fils (manufacturers), Wall-hanging, Berlin, c. 1765,

Potsdam,NeuesPalais,IX 3628.
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Figures 12-13. Bron et Ringuet(manufacturers), PierreRinguet(designer),wall-hanging(detail) and

folding chairôscover, brocadedsilk with gold andsilver threadon crimsonbackground,1731-1733,

usedfor for theQueenôsBedroomin Versaillesin 1786, Paris,Mobilier national,GMMP 178.
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Figures 14-15. ProbablyIsaakBernhard(manufacturer),Curtain (details), crimson

satinbrocadedwith silver threads,Berlin, c.1765, Potsdam,NeuesPalais,IX 238.
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Figure 16. PlancheCIII - Soierie. Velourscoupé. Fers de coupé. Rabot. Taillerolle. Usagedu

rabotet velourscoupévu aumicroscopeetenperspective. Weavingprocessof thevelvet.
Bénard,Diderot et D'Alembert,Illustrations de Encyclopédieou dictionnaire raisonnédessciences,arts

etmétiers. Tome1 desplanches, Paris,Panckoucke,Stoupeet Brune,1777-1779,
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Figure 17. PlancheCIV - Soierie. Velourscoupé. Fers de coupé. Rabot. Taillerolle. Usagedu

rabotet velourscoupévu aumicroscopeetenperspective. Weavingprocessof thevelvet.
Bénard,Diderot et D'Alembert,Illustrations deEncyclopédieou dictionnaireraisonnédessciences,arts et

métiers. Tome1 desplanches, Paris,Panckoucke,StoupeetBrune,1777-1779,
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Figure 18. PlancheCXVII - Soierie. Chiner desétoffes. Suitede la manièrede chiner la chaîne

desétoffes. Dying processof thewarpfor thechinéà la branche.
Bénard,Diderotet D'Alembert,IllustrationsdeEncyclopédieou dictionnaireraisonnédessciences,arts et

métiers. Tome1 desplanches, Paris,Panckoucke,StoupeetBrune,1777-1779,
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Figure 19. Wall-hanging with flower patterns,chiné à la branchesilk taffeta,

France,c. 1780, Lyon, muséedesTissusdeLyon, Inv. MT 49463.
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Figure 20. Court train, silk embroidered with chenille, floss and spangles, France, 

1780s, London, Victoria and Albert museum, T.89-1967.
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Figure 22. Carl-Ludwig Johann Christineck, Catherine Mordvinova, 1773, 

RussianMuseum, St Petersbourg
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Figure 23. Fragonard, La Liseuse, 1776, National Gallery of Art, Washington.
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Figure 24. Man in a strippedcoat,1780s, London,Victoria andAlbert

museum, E.980-1959.
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Figure 25. Womanin a strippeddress,1775-1785, London,Victoria

andAlbert museum, E.1002-1959.
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