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1. Thoma: Arncld and Mary Penrose.

- Matihew Arnold comnsidered himself highly fortunate in nhis
parents and nis upbringinge. T0 nis mother, Mary Penrose, he wrote on
her birthday in 1853, “Accept every loving and grateful wish from a
son t0 whom you have for nearly thirty years been such a mother as few
sons have. The more I see of the world, the more I feel thankful
for the webringing up we hady s0 unworldly, so sound, and SO0 pures”
One of nhis father's letters, then Jjust discovered, he descrived in
1855 as “enmobling and refreshing, as everything which proceeds from
him always 18, ese« how he had forecast and revolved, even then, the
serious 1nterests and welfare of his children — at a time, when, to ‘
many men, their children are little more than playthings. He might ]
well hope to bring up children, when he had made that bringing-up
80 distinctly nis thought beforehands ee."2 Such an upbringing, unworid.
{1y and ennobling, was certainly rare, even among the clergy during
the Regerncy. But more remarkable than even the high tone of nis
early home life were Matthew Arnold‘'s parents themselves.

Mary Penrose was the daughter of the Rev. John Penrose, Rector
of Fledborough, in Nottinghamshire, She brought with her the unworldly
tone of her nome. When she came t0 train herchildren, she continued
many Of the religious practices of that homes There was, for example,
“a family custom retained from the Penrose household - for each
menber 0f the family t0 repeat or read a favourite hymn before the
children went to bed, and we were delighted (wrote Mrs. Fletcher) to
hear the hymns from 'The Christian Year' repeated by little Jane
Aruold and her brotherse¥’ .

With this high religlous tone, however, went no severity or
harduess, but tenderness and sweetness of rature, together with
“frankrness, vivacity,and quickness Of observation.“+ There was a
certain charm about her. YAn excellent scholar and theologian, *
wrote Crabb Robinson of Dre Arnold *with a wife whom I like better
than either his scholarship or his divinity.“® Her cnildren were
devoted to0 her: 1later all the absent ones wrote t0 her at least three
times a_week.“ In her 0ld age, “with her sorft face and her little red
shawl,"’she could still charm her grandchildren, Her sympathy, with
the tolerarce that accomparnied it, was part of the charms “How

*Letters, I. 19. IDide, I, 42, < MeRe, Autob, Of Mrs, Fletcher,
Pe 186 *1I01d.DPs 185s  SE.Je Morley, pe 422,
“Hare. Memorials, III. 327+ ’Memoir of H.Oe ATnold-Foster, ps5s
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often, " wrote Matthew Arnold, after her death, to J.D,
Coleridge, “eee Shall I miss the largeness and indulgence

Of her judgments."? And again, *She had a clearness and fairness
of mind, an interest in things and a power of appreciating what
might not be in her own line, which were very remarkable, and
which remained with her to the very end of her life.“?2

On the other side may be set the opinion of Charlotte
Bronte, *Mrse Arnold 1s indeed a €004 and amiable woman, but
the intellectua} 1s not her rorte and she has no pretensions
10 power or completeness of ciaracters esees (her) manner on
introduction disappointed me sensibly, as lacking genuineness
and simplicity — I was told that it was a ‘conventional manner?
but that it vanished on closer acquaintance,.*3

Thomas Arnold was born in the Isle of Wight in 1795. He
was educated at Winchester and Oxford, where he t00k a First
in Classics in 1815 For the next four yYears he remained at
Oxford, reading and tutoring. Wwnile there, his fellow-student,
Trevenem Penrose, invited nim to nis home, where he met nis
future wife. 1Iu 1819y he settled down along with nis mother,
aunt and sister, at Laleham, near Staines, on tne Thames, and
prepared private pupils for the Universities. 1In 34820, he
married Mary Penrose. He was then twenty-rfive, she thirty,
Their eldest daughter, Jane, tne 'Fausta'® Of Ar.old's poens,
wag born there in 1821, and Matthew on December 24th, 1822,

In 1827, Thomas Arnold was appointed headmaster of Rugby, where
he remained till nis death at the age of torty-seven, in 1842,
In the last year of nhis l1life he also held tne position of
Professor of Modern History at Oxrord.

With the same unworldly religious attitude as his wife,
Dre Aruold was yet a more various and divided character., Natural
slugglishness alternated in him with venemence, conservatism
with revolutionary ardour,

On the one hand he was physically indolent, finding great
difficulty in early rising, and was slow to abandon an
established way of thinking. Associations with particular
places, especlally historical or family assoclations, had
greatl power over nim, and he was deeply attached to the Church
and to hils country.

On the other hand he had intervals of vehemence and
intensity. He would romp and play in the garden at Laleham
or "plunge with a boy's delight into the Thames¥ or in “merry
fun es. Would battle with spears with his pupils.*4+ Stanley,

on first coming to Rugby noted how

l. Life of Lord Coleridgey II. 222 2. Letters,II. 108.
3e Shorter, Charlotte Bronte, etcs,pps 58 - 9.
4 Stanley, Life of Dr, Arnold.
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fidgety he wag, restlessly walking up and down the classroom, as
if nis nervous energy were over tense.} The same vehemence easlly
pecame indignation when he was roused by seelng unfair treatment
dealttto arLy person, Or class, or cause: anua tnen he was difficult
t0 restraile. “I must speax out or burst,* nhe said on one of
these occasions,

Of the two tendencies, the vehement and revoiutionary was the
more marked in his public careere. It was called out by the excess
of repression and conservatism that foliowed the Napoleonlc warse A
proof of this spirit in him was that he and his friends at Oriel
College, generally known as the Noetics, were, like all Oriel men
at that time, picked for ‘'originality.' They were, says Mark
Pattison, "distinctly the product of the Frenci Revoluiion ee.e They
called everything in question; they appealed to first principles,
and disallowed authority as a judge in intellectual matterss > They
expected a man to be able 10 give a reason for the faith that was
in him, and to accept no opinion until it had been chalilenged and
had satisfied the demands Of reasone That an opinion was
universal, or a custom received, was not in itself sufficient; it
was rather a ground of suspicione

In this group, then, Thomas Arnold developed an attitude of
opposition, or criticism, a tendency to swim against the stream,
His wiworldly Christianity fell in with this opposition to the
world, and the two currents united in a steady and universal
criticism of existing soclety and counvention.

One 0f the main principles arising out of this attitude was
that of equality — a princple both of the Revolution and of
Christianity. It became a channel for the expression of his
sympathy with the oppressed and his demand for fair play for all
pPeople and classes, It led him to advocate, for example, better
conditions for the factory hands, toleration for thne Irisn
Catholics and equaiity of treatment for women. Speaking of
marriage and sexual morality in one of his sermons, he said,

“The commandment ©f GOd eee 8NhOWS nO0 distinction of sexes; there

is one sentence of corndemnation for the sins 0f fornication and
adultery, be they committed by whom they may. But because a woman's
ofrfence brings disgrace upon her family, it is visited very often
with as great an excess Of worldly indignation, as the same offence
in men is passed over with an excessive lenity. 3

l. Prothero, Stanleys Pe 32¢ & Pattison, Memoirs, pe 78.
3e80rmons, I. 167. (1878 Longmanss)
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All the children absorbed from their parents this intensely
religious attitude. Thus from their early training religion became
t0 all of them the most important concern in life: and their
characters bore the same marks of unworldliness as those of their
parents. Jane, combined *high and pure thought with all feminine

cha e
<-...a%h9' things of the spirit' were ever prasent, ever deeply and
actively interesting to her.” “The ‘'spiritual face’ of Thomas and
the religious novel 'Oakfield' of William Delaflield, show the same
force at worke

But Matthew owed more to his parents, 10 his father especially,

than the ideal of unworldliness, The general impression which
remained with nim in greatest force was the helpfuiness of Dr.
ATnold,. This was the aspect Of his workKk and influeuce that he
selectaed to comuemorate him in *Rugby Chapel, 1857.' Tals aspect
1s there elaborated in the sustalned metaphor of life as a mountain
climb, beset vy difficulty and danger, tarough whicnffew ever attain
the summite, Apostrophizing nis fatner, Mattnew Arnold saysi-—

Still thou turnedst, and still
Beckonédst the trembler, and still
Gavest the weary thy handl

o BSOS L X R ]
Therafore to thee 1t was given
Marny to save witn thyself;.
And at the end of the day,
0 faitnful shepherd! to come,
Bringing thy sheep in thy hand.?

It was the helpfulness Of a man now ripe in mind, and strong
in nis own indepe:dence, riper and strénger than his son was to be
at the same age; the helpfulness, in the words of Clough, of
'rough=-hewn and mountainous strengthe" *

He helped his children, in a general way, by leaving them as
much liverty as possivle, and it is remarkadble how much liberty can
accompany sSuch a hign moral life as that of the Arunold famlly. At
Rugby, & schonl=room was set apart for the chilidren, and after 1833,
if not berfore, they had a governess, They seem to have done much as
they liked witn the garden, where they developed a form of trench
warfare with clay missiless They had aXso “little cricket,
gynuastics, quoits, swinging, gardening,"s and Matthew later added
fisning. They were free to come and go in the Doctor's study, and
he was, even there, at their disposal.sL They were free 1o choose
whatever career

le Memoir of HeOe Arnold-rosters pe 12. 2.10idype 16

3¢ Cpe Leiters, I. 42 4, Cluugh, Prose Remains, Pe 109,
5¢ Te Arnold, iassaggs in a Wandering Lifey PPe 8 = Ye

6e Stanley, Life.
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they wished.® Among the projects in the execution of walich taaey

were not only free, out encouraged, was the 'Fox How Magazine,' to
whica all thefamily contributede* They were allowed, also, to visit he
London theatre at Covent Garden, hearing, in 1837, for example,@risi
in 'Doa Pasquale,' and Macready, Helen Haucit and Charles Kemble in
'King Jonn.'3 Some of them accompanied him on two of his visits ta
the Coutinent.  In 1837, he went 1o France with his wife and taree
eldest childreni®and again in 18415 with Matthew and Thomas — a
visit of which they retalned happy memories.

Besides such liberty, the family received help in many indirect
waysd Dre Arn0ld would put new books in their hands, arouse new
interests, and encourage speclal capmcities., He gave: them an
interest, for example, in wild flowers, during their walks and
picuics in the couutlry round Fox How, their homees Jane nad every
encouragement in learning German, which ne bhad himself taught ner, and
the annual Christmas visit of Crabb Robinson was turned 10 account
for ner in reading with nim Schiller or Goethe.

The earliest stages of Matthew's education were carried on at
home by hils parents in much the same mainers In nis eighth year,
however, he was sent to laleham, his birthplace, where Dre Arnold's
orother-in-law, Mre. Buckland, kept a small school.“ Under tinis “"most
severe and even brutal pedagogue,”’as his nephew called him, Matthew
remained for two years, Among his school-fellows was Jonn Duke,
afterwards Lord Coleridges. “He came to the school," wrote Colerildge
later, "eess a little fellow full of cleverness, and I 4o not say
forced, bdut certainly unusually forward. To say by heart, for
example, whole pages Of BurkeSs speech on the Nahob of Arcot's debts,
and 1o say them with real intelligence and appreclation, was
certainly out of the common way in a boy of no more than seven
or elght years 0ld; sese"? On leaving lLaleham, he was placed, along
with Thomas and anotner of nhis brothers, under the care of a tutor,
Hervert Hill, a cousin of Southey'se In 1836y Dre Arnold sent him,
with Thomas, t0 his own old school, Winchester, *to make him familiar
with a system which had woven itself 1nto the very nature of tne
elder mane"9 At the end of the year he entered Rugby, where he spent

the next three years.

* Te Arnoldy Bs We Ls, Pe Ve *Mrse He Ward, A Writer's Recollectlons,

Ps 45« 3 Pe We Ls, Do 16 #Stanleyy Life3
Letter, DecCes Ge 18%7.

SIvide:Letter , June 26, 184ls
“PuWs Le,Pe 10e TSpencer Walpole, Essays Polit, and Bi0g.,Pe 294s

Y7 uDe Coleridge, New Review, July 1889e VYol.
I,pl12, 1The Timesy April 174 1888
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It was at Rugby thnat Mattnew came most directly under uis
father's care, learned his leading ideas and benefited most
from hils power as a teacher, The extent of nis debt can hardly
be over-estimated, On his father's deatn, he remarked to
Stanley that *the first thing that struck him when he saw the
body was the tnought that their sole source of information was
80nes eess They had consulted him 8o entirely on everytning." i

It was not only tne extent of nis information, however, but
also the breadth of his outlook, that benefited ais pupils so
remarkaply, “He was 80 wonderfully,“ wrote #atinew, “for his
nation, time, and profession, European, and tiaus so g0t nimself
out of the narrow mediuw in whica, after all, his Englisn frieunds
lived.*2 He read German at a time when tae Knowledge of German
literature was rare in kngland. His best frieuds, apart from
relations and fellow-students, were Bunsen, the Prussian ambassador
to :sngland, and Niebuhr, the Roman historian,

The subjects 1n whicin nis children were most indebted to nim
were religion and nistory. Stanley referred to tnese as “tae
two words whose meaning and nope Mattnew told me we nad bota learned
from the same sourcee.*3 “The whole question of church and State,*
he wrote again in 1868, “the Irisn Church, the admission of Dis-
:8enters to the Universities - how completely rfortified I feel at
all points by the long familiarity with the solution of these
questlons which all reasonable pe@ple have acknowledged to be the
beste"# That 1s, Dr. Arnold's solution - the identity of Caurch
and 3tate, or a chnurch co-extensive witn the nation, and in
Ireland the recognition of the Roman Catholic as the national
churchie 1In 1877, in his last book on religious questions, Mattnew
Arnold was still contending for nis father's idea - a national
church and the comprehension of all sects therein,

In nistory, Dre. Arnold's method and ideas were aiso largely
adopted by his son. He was one Of the first to read nistory as a
conzected serles Of events and ages. He described his method thus:"
"Let nim fthe pupil) be taught sess t0 trace back institutions,
clvil and religlous, to their origin; to explore the elements Of the
national character, as now exhibited in maturity, in the
vicissitudes of the nation's fortune, and the moral and physical
qualities of 1ts race; to observe how the morals and the

le. Stanley; Letters and Verses, P« 74s 2e Letters, II. 4.
3« Starnley, Letters and Versess Ps 442e 4. Ioid.
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mind of the people nave been subject to a series of influences,
some accldental, others regular; sss In sport, the pupil may be
furnished as it were witn certain formulae, which shall enable
him t0o read history bveneficialily; whicn shall teach nim what to
look for in it, now to Judge of it, and how to apply it.'} @Following
this method, Dre Arnold had formed for himself certain formulae
by which to interpret historys. The chief of these was the
division of any soclety into its component classes, analyzing
lhese, determining thelr infiuence, watching t neir rise and fali,
and inquiring into the reasons for the changes, —— following the
lead of Montesquieu. There was the aristocracy, bota of blood
and of wealtn, and there were the commons. The various forms and
fortunes orf aristocraclies were reduced to a system, and their
inter-relations made intelligivle. "States, like individuals,* he
wyrote, "go t hrough certain changes in a certain order, and are
subject at different stages of thelr course to certain peculiar
disorders. eee The knowledge Of these periods furnishes us with
a clue tn the study of nistory."% The critical period came in tne
1ife of a state “when wealth begins to possess the ascendancy
formerly enjoved by nobllity; and the contending parties in the
state assume the form of ricn and poor, the few and the many,
instead of the 0ld distinctions of novles and comuons, Oof a
conquering and a conquered.* 3

Developments or changes Of this kind took place in

ancient Greece and Rome and could be studied in their history.
The order of the changes, once determined, could then be applied
to the England of the early unineteentn century. The same contest
0f the few and the many, of rich and poor, of “property and
nunbers" had been the state of England since 1688, The aristocracy
of birth had dominated the eighteenth century, dbut with the
Industrial Revolution, was giving way to an aristocracy of wealtn,
or a strong middle class. There was thus an ancilent and a modern
period 1in the history of every nation. The modern periods in
Greex and Roman history were to be studied in this lignt, and tne
results of such study applied to the history of the nineteenth
century.

Bgsides such 1deas in the main spheres of religion and nistory,
Matthew Arnold owed his father much in other directions. He owed
nim, for example, a great part of his ideas on transliation, on
style, on the importance of morality, on philology and on the
superiority of mixed races, to mention only a few.

l. Dre ArnQld, Misce WOriksey Pe 559« 2 Ivid.,Appendix to
Thud¢idwdess 3. Ibid. .
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The general impression left by Dre Arnold, then, upon his
eldest son was that of a strong helper, both in moral and
intellectual affairse But it was more. It tells of an
Yeven cheerfuiness clear';

In the gloom of November we pass'd
Days mot of gloom at thy side;

seees 10 us thou wert still
Cheerful, and helpful, and firmet

Dre Aruold could be severe at times, but the impression remained.
¥“Stern though his look could be - and often had to0 be = there
was a veln of drollery in him, a spirit of pure fun, eee He was
not witty, nor . was he humorous, but the comic and grotesque
silde of life attracted him strongly. He gave t0 each of his
children some nickname more or less absurd, and Joked with us,
while his eyes twinkled, on the droll situations and comparisons
which the names suggestede In a sense we were afraild of him;
that is, we were very much afraid, if we did wrong, of being
found out and punished, and, 8till worse, 0f witnessing the
frown gather on his brow. Yet in all of us on the whole love
cast out fear; Tfor ne never held us at a distance, was .ever
impatient with us; always, we knew, was trying to make us good
and happye" ™ So wrote Thomas Arnold. “sStories we are told,"
wrote Lord Coleridge, *"not to be repested here, of the austere
literalness with which Dre Arnold restrained the lively sallies
of his son, and showing that he could notsee, and if he had seen
that he would not have approved O0f, those traits which were in
truth bput the clothing, to those who knew them well the charming
and attractive clothing, of a noble, sincere, and most
affectionate nature. In trouble, from which Dre Arnold was
not exampt, he found out the sterliing worth of his son; and
before his death the great though somewhat stern man did Jjustice
10 one who his whole life long honocured the memory of his father
with the undeviating and heariy loyalty of a devoted son."3

Dre Arnold's impression of his son was similar: ne wrote of
him to Lake in 184Uy “eee his amiableness of temper seoms very
great, and some of his faults appear 10 me less; and he 138 80

loving 1o meessse ¥ .
On eacn anniversary of his father's death, Mattnew used 1o

write to nis mother, always in admiration, but not blind
admiration, of his father's greatness, and of his own debi
10 him and his worke Bul more than

ls Rugby Gnapel. laﬂo 2¢ Te Arn()ld’ Pe Wo L.a, Pe 3

3, Coleridge, New ReVe, July 1889 Vol Ieppll2 - 3e
4, Memorials of Dean lake , Pe 1361
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aunything he remembered the affection and the nelpfulness of
his parents. And when he went into the world, what most
impressed him was the contrast between its hardness and
vulgarity and the unworldliness and affection of his home.



2. Ihe world and the Flesh,

sssasssssssss Wicked world,
The hardening heart, the calculating bdbrain
Narro+wing 1its doors to thought, the lying 1ips,
{The calm-dissembling eyes; the greedy flesh,
The world, the Devil — eacease

A, He Clough. Dipsychus.



2. The world and the Flesh.

By ‘unwnrrldliness', the chief sentiment that he bequeathed to nis
eldest son, Dr. Arnold meant a ver¥ sharp opposition between the world
and religion. “The world 1s emmity with God."! But he also meant
an inward as well as an outward opposition, an opposition between the
fleah and the spirit., He conceived life as a constant battle, by the
help of faith, against the evil of the external world and at the
same time against the internal corruptions of human nature. A future,
unseen world, conceived by faith, was opposed 10 the present visibple
world, wnilch governs men's actions; the flesh, ‘'@ssentially corrupt,
was opposed 10 the spirit, which overcomes the flesh and makes for
goodness.

This opposition Matthew Arnold absorbed, as did the other more
serious pupils of Rugby, like Clough, Hughes and Stanley. In
spite of considerable modifications in the scope Of the terms 'the
flesn' and ‘tne world,' they maintained the opposition all their
lives. Matthew for example, quoting Bishop wilson, wrote, “In some
way or oilner every man is conscious of an opposition in nim between
the flesh and the spirit."? *“words whichn have haunted me for the
last year or two,“ he wrote again in 1868, “Ye.. that we'should no
longer live the rest of our time in the flesnh to the lusts of men,
but to the will of God.' However different the interpretation we put
on much of the facts and the history of Christianity, we may unite
in the bond of this call, esee*® 3till using Paul's words, he wrote
10 nis wother "e.s fOr progress in the direction of the ‘'seexeta
not ner own' there is always room, up to the very end, or, at least,
near lie " 4+

The chlef moral opposition implied in the conception of
unworldliness was that of truth and sincerity on the one hand and
couvention on the other. The world was insincere, conventional;
1t acted from selfish and preconceived or interested motives, chiefly
monetary and material; it did not, it could not, arrive at the
truth, nor tell it, Dre Arnold taugnt sincerity and trutafulness in
the face of the world's hostility, however fierce. His sens and
pupils learnt to speak out fearlessdy the highest truth they knew.

l. Epistle to James,IVe 4. ; Oaxfield, IIs 31e (WeDe Arunold).
2e Ste Paul and Prote.,pe 438. 3¢ Letters, I.p.382e¢ £Ib1de, p. 344
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For rigorous teachers seized my youtn,

And purged its faith, and trimm'd its fire,
Show'd ime the high, white star of Trutn,
There bade me gaze, and there ‘aspire; 1

Every convention or catchword of the world must, then, De
approached in antagonism, and called on 1o produce 1ts
credentials, The wider the acceptance of any convention, also,
the more suspicious should they be of its truth. The rignt
direction in which to swim was against the stream. S0 W.De Arnold
makes Oakfield, the hnero of his novel, oppose the convention of
duelling among the officers in the Indlan Army, and maintain nis
unworldly attitude in spite of all contrary influences. Matthew
always remained faithful to this sentiment. Speaxing through
the mouth of Empedocles, he says:-

Yes, I take myself to witness,
That I have loved no darkness,
sophisticated no truth,

Nursed rno delusion,

Allow'd no fearl

He took speclal note when an American critic praised this
quality in his early poems and linked him in this respect with
his father. He admired Goethe for the same attitude:- “His
thorough sincerity — writing about nothing that he had not
experienced - 1s in modern literature almost unrivalled.*?

Ihis sentiment affected particularly the ideas of Mattnew
Arnold and his friends on social and political matters. Social
life was full of the counventionality and insincerity they had
been taught to oppose. Jowett, the intimate friend of both
Stanley and Matthew Arnold, states their position generally:

“@uppose a person acquainted with the real state of the world in
which we live and move, neither morosely depreciating, nor unduly
exalting human nature, tolturn to the image of the Christian
Church injthe New Testament, how great would be the contrast! How
would the blessing of poveriy contraet with tne real, even the
moral advantages Of wealth! the spirituai, almost supernatural,
soclety of the first Christians, with our world of fashion, of
business, of plexsure! the comnunity of goods, with our meagre
charity to others! "“2A little later, referring to the doub.ie
standard of sexual morality, a ruling convention:'.... again,
cer.sider how soclety, sometimes 1n self-defence, sets a false stamp
orn good and evil; as,

l. Stanzas from the Grande Chartreuses 2+ Lettersy, I« 10e
(from Eckermann), 3. Jowett, Epistles of Ste Paul, etce,

)€1859), 114 4404




-3

in the excessive punishment of the errors Of womeln, cowpared with
Christ's conduct to the woman who was a simner." ?

The idea Of convention was thus merged with that of 1lnequaliity.
According to the world's practice, neither workmen nor women were
treated as equals 1n human dignity or as possessing human rights;
they were ot ends, butl means. Jowett expressed this point also;-
“Whern men are acknowledged," he says, “to be in the sight of Goa
equal, how strange it seems that one should be heaping up money for
another, and absolutely dependent on him for his daily life.*2 He
goes orn 1o describe the feelings of young men, such as himself or
Arnold or Clough, who had looked at the world in the lignt of these
ldeals: " Susceptible minds .. may carry such reflections very far,
until society 1tself appears evil, and they desire some primitive
patrliarchal mode of life. They are weary of conventionalities;
they want as they say to make religion a reality; to place all mern
on a religious, social, political equality.*3

In similar language Dre. Arnold descrives the same absolute
cleavage between the religious life and the practice of the world,
It is vain, he says, to“sitempt 10 serve God and Mammon together; to
recounclle the low standard of your companions with that purer ana
higher oOné ee.. With which 1t has been your happiness to be made
acquainted."4+ The wgy t0 wealth and the recognition of the world
lay through ‘practice's Practice meant politics or industry.
Politics meant jobvery or insincerity. Industry would compel a denial
of morality alitogether. In any 1industrial system working to the motto
of ‘laissez falre', like the industry of the 'forties, there was
no law but the law of the strongest. There was no freedom of thought
or action, no beauty, no manners.

Two other aspects of the world are closely connected with the
‘practice’ of politics and the wealth of industry. Political practige
- 18 symbolised by Arnold as the law, Wealth is a means towards pleasure,

Both pleasure aud the Law are coucerned with outward things. They do

not touch the inward working of the spirit, or satisy the inward
working of the conscience.

With the law Jowett contrasts the inward, spiritual principle
of Faith: ‘“Faith, then," wrote Jowett in 1855, “according to the
Apostle ( Paul) 18 eees Opposed t0 the law, and or a nature purely moral
and spiritual, It frees man from the flesh, the law, the world, and fro

. BPe cite,pe 44ls 2, Ibid. 44 Dre Arnold,
sermons preached i. the Chapel of Rugby Schoolg (1832), pe 143,

3« Kbid,
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himself also; that is, from nis sinful nature, which is the
meetlng Of these three elements in his spiritual consciousness,"?

Or the outward lLaw may be opposed t0 the inward law of
cousclence; and the letter of the lLaw t0 the spirit of 1it,
This opposition is the basis of 'The Sick King in Bokhara.' The
King tries to rise above the literal tc the spiritual interpretation
of the lawe Although King, he cannot ever-ride the law.

They that bear rule, and are obey'd,
Unteo a rule more strong than theirs
Are in their turn obedient made.

Out of pity he tries to pardon or let Off easily the poor man who
has infringed the lJetter of the law and who now stands before nim
selif-accused.

Justice, 0 King, and on myselif!
On this great sinner, who hath broke
The law, and by the law must diel

The Vizier and the Ulema also repeat the phrase,
'‘ag the law 1s8.' The King orders:

"Ston'd must he be, the law stands 80:
Yet, i1f he seek to fly, give way:
Forvid nim not, but let nim go."

But the man will not fly: he dies by the law, Beilng sick aund a
young man, the King complains:

eses Whnat I will I cannot do,

but at last he finds an outlet for his inward sense Of law and
justice, and for a clemency thnat is above the law:

But what I can do, that I willl,

He therefore orders the poor man to be buried richly in his ownu

royal tombe

The world 1s also characterized by the pursuit of pleasure,
to wnicn its wealth is a meanse In ascriving this pursuit to the
world botn Dre Arnold and, in his youtu, Matthew Arnold, seem to
have held a peculiar form of psychological Hedonisme. According to
this theory, the pursuit of pleasure and the avoidance of pain are
the sole actual motives Of human conducte. The man Of

l. Jowett, Epistles Of Ste Paul, etlce (1855), 1l 4854
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the warld acts with a view to present pieasures: tae religious
man prefers to act with a view to future or unworldly pleasuresé
I men nave faltn enougn to reject present and worldly in favour ofT
future and unworldly pieasures, they have the religious 1lirfe; 1if
not, they sink into wickedness, There are therefore, according to
this interpretation of conduct, dbut two alternatives, religion: or
the pleasures of the world and the flesh. To0 abandon the one 1is to
accepl the otner. Mycelnus, for example, on 1losing faitn in a

Just God, gives nimself up to

cesees dances crown'd with flowers,
Love, free 1o range, and regal banquetings.

[ ] [ ® L} ® [ )
eses all the tumult of the feast,
Flush'd guestis, and golden govlets, foam'd with wine;

The pleasures that influence worldly actlion are those
attendant on ricnes, or those furnished by pride, self-love, passion,
ldieness - the pleasures 'of the senses and the current thoughts.®
There are the pleasures offered by the New Sirens, the love-potiouns

Crowwnling moments with the welight of years,

and there are the pleasures of wealth and position, power and
influence, action and excitement.

LiXe nis father, Mattnew Arnold appreclated tne more this
outward opposition of world and flesh to rellgion and soul, because
of the strength of the conflict within himself., Wealth, 1luflueuce,
pleasure, were witnin his grasp., He had natura:ly a spark of that
ambition which his father expressed in the phrase, ‘'Autl Caesar aut
nulluse' To Jane he wrote, “I am by nature so very different from
you, the worldliy element enters so muci more largely into my
composition, that as I become formed there seems L0 grow a gulfl
between us, wanich tends to widen Till we can nardly hold any inter-
scourse across it.* He continued, *I intend not to give mysell the
rein in following my natural tendency, but 1o make war against

10 svee®?

And the stronger the world snowed itself, and nhis'natural tendency'

towards the world, the stronger became his determination to fignt
against and control it. Had the world been already so victorious:

let him, herg foe, fignht but the harder.

le Dr. Arnold, Sermons (Rugby), Ps 15, Pe 143,01Ce
2e Letters, I, 14
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“Benold," she says, "so many rages lull'd,

S0 marny flery spirits quite cool'd Jdown:

Look how 80 many valours, long undull‘d,

After short commerce with me, fear my frown.

Ihou, 100, when thou mgainst my crimes wouldst cry,
Let thy forvoded nomage check thy tonguee"—--

Ihe World speaks well: yet might her foe reply--
"Are wills 80 weaxk? then let not mine wait 1long.
Hast thou 8o rare a poison? 1let me be

Keener to slay thee, lest tnou poison me."

As a vehlicle for the poetic expression of tals whole
couception, the subject of Ulysses, especlally his relations to the
Sirens and to Circe, attracted votn Arnold and Cloughe Clough, for
example, in ‘'Dipsychnus,' pictured any possible surreuder to the world
in terms of this story: as did Arnold in 'The New Sirens' and 'The
Strayed Reveller's Or they turned to the story of Samson and tne
Pnilistines., But the chief subjects through whicn Arnold expressed,
or internded to express, his 1ldeas, were those of Empedocles and Lucretius
Empedocles illustrated chiefly the outward side of the opposition,

Lucretius the 1lnward.
Empedocles 1s t'ever at war with mans’

sses Whose youth was fed on other_ food, was
ftrained

By other rules than are in vogue to-day;

He 1is, like Arnold, one

[ ] [ ] ® [ ) [ ] ® e [ ] [ 3
ess 1n a world he loves not must subsist
Ih cecaseless oppositicn.

Empedocles' picture of Siclly is a thinly velled
description of Liberal England. where
The brave impetuous hand yields everywhere
To the subtle, contriving head;
Great qualities are trodden dowu,

And littleness united
Is become 1lunvincivles

Everywhere

what angulsh of greatiness
Rail'd and hunted from the world
Because its simplicliyy rebuxes
This envious,miseravle agel

le The World's Iriumphs8Se.
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The inward side of the opposition also appears in the poem, but
cgspecially the appeal Of pleasure, but it plays only s subordinate

parts,

The fable O0f Lucretius, on the other hand, was tOo express
chiefly the opposition of flesh and spirit., But for the
appearance of Tennyson's poem on the same suvject} Arnold would
probably have completed and published this poem. Lucretius, at
first engrossed by the spirit, but afterwards, owing to tne
power of Luclilia's love-philtre, losing the sway of the spirit
over the flesh, would have furnished Arnold with a companion-pisece
1o Empedocles, and completed the expression of this fundamental
idea of his 1life and work,

da Letters, Is 322,
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3, Expsnsion,

pMdoleacence 13 normslly s period of transition,
About the age of fourteen or fifteen, the child
becomes s ycuth and passes through s series of important
physical and mental changes into manhccd, The senge’
are sharpened, New asusceptibilities awnke, new
desires, new 1deas, a new world., He finds, doth 1n
himeelf snd outside, a larger life, Ve expands.

Thomse Arnold conaidered that thias procesx affected
hia elder brother bevond the average, His temperament
became at thie time, he says "exubersnt" and"versstile"l
Matthew himaelf, thinking msinly of his adolescence,
described the artistic or poetic tempersament sas
"... mobile, inconstant, eager, thirsting for new
impressions ...."2 For poetry hes 1te riae in this
atage of develomment, Poetry, as interpretreas of
the natural world, has for ite basia, he says in his
exsny on Meurice de Guédrin, "an extraordinsry
suacevtibility to impressions; in exercising it the
voet 18 1n a gre-t degree pmsaslve (Wordeworth thus
spesks of 2 wise pa931venssa); he sapires to be =
sort of human 2eolisn-harp, catching and rendering
every rustle of Neture., To ss31ast st *the evolution
¢f the whols 1ife of the world 1s his craving, and
intimately to feel 1t 5ll:

'..... the glow, the thrill of 11fe,
Where, where do *these abound 2

18 what he nakse: he rasgists being riveted and held
ststionsry by any single impresaion, but would be
borne on for ever down sn enchented stresm." Ve
demands ever more and more of this sensibility, We
18 the Straved Reveller saking:

Faster, fmster,
0 Circe, goddess,

Tet the wild thronging trsin,
The bright procession
Of eddying forms,
Sweep through my soml !

%;Thomas #rnold, Pasaages 1n s Wandering lLife, v. 56.
“eEsanys 1in Criticism: Masurice de (mérin,




Impressionab1lity 1e open to painful s=e well as to
pleaagurabrle sensationa., The poetic tempersment therefore
both enjovs =nd auffera grestly, The poet enters into
the suffering of his charactera:

vesees.~8uch a vrice
The Gods exact for song;
To beccme what we sing, L

e hse the vision of the Gods,’® But, what the Goda
have not, he hag thia euffering:

These thinga, Ulyases,
The wise bards alro
Behold and =sing.
But oh, whst 1lsbour !

0 Prince, what pain !3

The eame craving for impressicns that made Arnold a
post led him to travel, He notea thgconnection of
travel with impressionsability in Mesurice de Guérin,

"Tn the same apirit”, he aays of him, "he longed for
travel, 'When one 1s a wanderer', he writes to his
e1ater, 'one feels theat one fulfils the true condition
of humanity', And the last entry in his Jjournal 1s.—
'The atream of travel 1s fll of delight, Oh, who will
a6t me adrift on thisg Nile ['"# ITn 1865, Arnpnld wrote,
"T hsve no doubt T shall again feel the charm and stir
of travel agsin, ss I did when I was yonng."S Ulysses,
the grest wanderer, attrscted him; as did the Gipsiesa,

Thia epicurean delight in the variety of sense-
inpressione was directed, among other things, to Nature,
IndNature he found 'fragrant glooma' and 'odorous pines'
an

Scent, and song, and light and flowera,°

This si1de of the expansive process brought him closer

to the classica, to the 'psgen spirit', which trests
life'according to the demsnd of the sensesa! This led
him slso to the sappreciastion of the return to the 1life
of the asenses in the Rensmscence, in the eighteenth
century, and in Heinrich Feine, of whom he wrote =as

"s man who could feel not only the pleamsurahleness but
the poetry of the 1i1fe of the sensea (sand the life of
the senses heag 1ta deep voetry); ...."7 His appreciation
of Keats, "the esrly lost and admirably gifted Keats,"§

1, The Strayed Revellsr., 2. Ibid, 3, Ibid,

. Essaya 1n Criticism: Maurice de Guerin, %, Lettere, I,253,
. The New Sirena., 7, Easaya in Crificism: Heine,

. On Tranglating Homer, p. 69.
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nlso reflects this sedsuous tendency. Fe was sable,
through thie si1de of his expsnsion, to appreciate

the exclamation of Kests, "O for a life of senastions!l”
Mnd the 'deep vpoetry' of the senses shows clesrly 1n

his own work, in:

The cowering Merchants , in long robes,
31t psle beside their weslth
0f s1lk-bales and of bslaam-drops,
0f gold and 1ivory,
0f turguoise-esarth and smethyst,
Jasper and chalcedony,

And milk-barr'd onyx atonea, 1

or:
And ssw the merry Grecisn cosester come,
Freighted with smber grapes, and Chian wine,
Green hurasting figa, and tunnies steep'd in brine;?
or:

ee...-—-the frail-leaf'd, white anemone—
NDark blue-bells drench'd with dews of summer-eves-—
And purple orchise=x with apotted leaves— 3

The snusceptibility to the'Newmsnic power of
words'4at Oxford 18 but snother sspect of the same
temperament, Already in childhood words had held him:
and i1in adoleacence their power was g0 much the gresater,
One of the earliest recollecticns describes his return
for the holidsays from school at Laleham. He was then
sbout nine yesrs old, Yhe family at Rugby were astonished
at the smount of slang that Matthew had acquired from
his compsnionsa, sand which he now ponred forth with
uninterrupted flow, He poured out his ideas on paper

with a similar fluency, "As a boy", he smi1d, "I used
to write very quickly, snd at first it wag with an

effort that T compelled myself to write more slowly
and cerefully ...."> To the end of his l11fe he remained
s great converaationslist?

The one defect in his apprecistion snd command
of languagze was his ear, As, in music, he was "by
way of being without an esr",-—Wagner's music "says
little to me"l- so, 1n poetry, as has often been
pointed out, he conld write such lines =as

When the forts of folly fal1f
or
Self-achocl'd, self-scann'd, self-honour'd, eelf-aecuraq,
or
...... @ the Sea receiv'd,”

1. The Strayed Reveller, 2, The Scholsr Gipsy, 3. Ibad,
4. Mrs H, Ward, A Writer's Recollections, H.11. 5., Life

and Corr, of lLord Céleridge, I. 124, B5,Memoir of H, O.
Arnold-Foster, 5?“???"7?gret?ers, T, 193, "8, Thé Last Word,

9. Shakespesre. 17  S.jitzerland: A Dresm,

.
.




To the rhythms and sssociations of lsngusge,
however, he was suaceptible enough, Phraasea haunted
him, Speaking in 1863, "..... some fifteen yesrs ago--"
he said, "I remember pestering those about me with
thie sentence, the rhythm of which had lodged 1tself
in my head, and which, with the atrangest pronunciation
possible, T kept perpetuslly declaiming:" and he N
gave » pasaage from The Centsur of Maurice de Guérin,
The rhythm and muaic” of lsnguage, also, drew him to
Shelley, probably with the publicstion of Shelley's
complete poems 1in 1839, The influence of Shelley on
his verse 13 quite clear in The Strayed Reveller and
other Poems: that of Byron hse diassppesred. Shelley
was, 1n this respect at lesst, » more powerful influence
than Byron,—with a more subtle command of lasnguage
and a more musical tone:

.... the breeze
Carried thy lovely wail away,
Muasicel through Ttalisan trees
Which fringe thy goft blue Spezzian bay?’

The Streved Revsller, Arnold's firat volume, shows
more than snv of his later works the influence of his
poetical reading, It sbounds in phrsses tsken from
numerous sourcea, and in reminiacences of numerous
English poeta, It opena with s sonnet (To Nature)

1n the manner of Wordsworth, It containg sbout
dozen reminiacences of Shelley. #Pa Profesaor Ssintsbury
_ pointa outy there sre many traces of the influence

of Tennyson's Poems of 1842, of Moore (A Modern
Sappho) and of Keats, Phrases algo cccur from Pope's
Iape of the Lock, Goldsmith'e Neserted Villsge,

Poe's The Raven, Coleridge's Kuble Khan, and, most
frequently of all, from the Bible,

Arnold not onlyv read, but also wrote, a good
deal of verse while st Oxford, “e had previously
written much in the Fox How Miscellsny, at home# and
1n the school magnzine at Rugby, A1l that has been
published from thaig Rericd 18 the Rugby prize-poem,
Alaric st Rome, At Oxford, he won %ﬁe Newdigate
Prize in 1843 with Cromwell, The sonnet, Shakespeare,
helongs tc 18445 and the poems of The Straved Reveller

wegg&greaumahly over the period 1844-9, Hig brothsr
n

1. Eesays 1n Criticism: Meurice de Guérin,

2., Stanzaas from The Grande Chartreuse,

3. Matthew Arnold, pp. 17-19. 4. Mrs H, Ward,

A "riter'as Recollectiona, p. 45. 5., MS., British
Miseum,
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Thomas sayva of this Oxford time, "Fe wasg cultaivating
his poetic gift carefully"} and mlao sipplies the
information that “Goethe d1qp1aced Byron 1in his
vpoetical allegiance"? Tt was st this time, too,
sccording to Clough, that Wordsworth "had taken M,

under hias apecisl protection"?
Tn poetry Arhold found an outlet or channel

of expreasion for his newly developed emotions, -He
songht emotion ar he sought new asense-expaeriencse,

There waa often sn element of vsin in 1t, He found
1t 'stormily sweet', Eut on the whcle the aweetness

predominsted. The joy of exiatence filled his veins,
the delirium of being young, the feeling that

We are yvoung, and the world i1a ours,
For msn 1sa the king of the world.,”

[

Svesking of e=rly death, he wished for the victim:

Give him emotiom, thonugh pain !
Let him live, let him feel: T have lived !

Heap up his moments with 11fe, _
Trinle hia oulaga with fame ! =

Emotion and these early vleseuresa of adoleacence to
him then wore the forms of the Graces, while he
himeelf

eeees 1N your train st morning
Strol11'd and sang with jovful mind,

L . L4 - L] -

And we too, from upland valleys,

[ [ . [ . .
Left our awful laurela hanging, ‘
And came heap'd with myrtles to your thronef’

Afterwards he could say, of this esrly time,

But, for mefiﬁy thoughta are straving

Whaere st asunriae, through the vinese,

On these 1awns T aaw you plaving,
Hanging garlands on the odornua pines,

When your showering locks enwound ¥ou

%. g. Arnold, Pasasages in a Wandering lLife, p, 56.
2. E cit., p., 57. 3. Clough, Prose Remsinas, pp.98-9,
4, e outﬁ of Man. Se Paworfﬁ‘Cﬁﬁ¥6ﬁVK?a P

. The New Suweens.




pAnd your heavenly eves shone through:
When the pine-boughs vielded round vcu
And vour brows were starr'd with dew >

He felt

The strong hand that besuty around him hsth furltad

and conceived o tyve of besauty with soft chesk, white
shoulder, golden~haired, astrangelv smiling, or with
soft amhlcoloured heir, srch eves, mocklnp monuth,

He longed fer €the atorms of love'* and wrotae

Ere the parting kise be dry?

Among the chief aources, or outleta, of hias emotion
1t 12 worth while to mention the theatre, At Esster,
1837, he snd Thomss spent the short vacation in
London, when, saya Thomas, "I had the unapeakable
pleasure of hearing Grisi, .....1n "Don Pasqusle”;
and Mario as Count Almaviva, T think 1t must hsve
Pteen on the same occasion that we ssw that wonderful
cast of "King Tohn" at Covent Gsrden, in which
Charleas Kemble plaved the bastard Faulconbr1dge
Macreadv King John, and Helen Faucit the Lady
Conatance."e g >uch visite must have occurred frequently

during these Oxford years., It 1a therefore not
unnatural to find Matthew recording a viasit to the
Edinburgh thestre, probably in 1841; and 1t 1s interesting
to note ths spell there cast over him, "T remember
how, 1n my venth, after a first sight of the divine
Rachel .... 1n the part of Hermione, I followed her
to Paris, and for two monthe never miazsed one of her
repreqentqtlonQ."7 Now Rachel "excelled .... 1n
intenaity and the portrayal of fierce passicns, particular-
1y evil snd mslignant passion ",* The low and muffrled
tones of her voice "under the influence of passion
vosseszed s thrilling and penstrating quality
which wes 1rresistible, "9

Matthew Arnold's emotions were obvionsly strong,
often toc »~trong., If he had his mother's delicate
and =sensgitive spirit, he had also his full share of
hia Father's intense feeling, hia 1indignation, On
occasinon he let thia feeling slin into his poetry,

2. The New Sirens, ar—Ihagd, 3. A Modern Sappho,
4, Switrerland: Absence, &,SwitzerTand: To My Friends{s+q).

6. T, Arnold, Pm=aasmges 1n a Wanderain Life, p. 15,
7. Irish Eqanvq‘Tﬁ§“Fr§ﬁ6ﬁ‘PI§y‘Iﬁ“ﬁ§HEGﬁ' P ’

8. Encycl, Brit,(9th ed,), Article Rschel, O, Tbid.
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where 1t 1s directed sgsinst self-complacency snd
narrownea= of mind: the 'Independent Preacher' 1ia
called 'restles= fcol': and after some srgument with
n similsr type as to a point of religious belief, he
cries:

For God's asmke, believe 1t then.L

Tt haa ceen pointed out, also, that the freguent use
of intsriections 1n hle poefrv 19 o proof of this
1nteneae underlving emotion? TIn leter 1ife he retained
this i1impatience and emotion, although he seldom
allowed 1t to bremk out, "“Ve wsa criticsl snd impatient
with people who did not come up to his standsrd.,”

At timeasa he showed the gmme fidgety disvoeition
that Stanlev had noted in Dr Arnold, "One gets
fi1dgeted"”, he wrote to J., D, Coleridge,in 1844,

"when one has an indefinite time to wait for something
cne hag got grestly intereated about"# Other signa
of nervous excitability sovpear in the frequent bilious
nttacks from which he used to suffer es s bov> Tt 1s
no* improbahle that this atate of nervous tension wsas
in some way connected with the onset of angina pectoris
of which both he and hias father died, £As early ss
1R4A-7, when he waa only twenty four, he wasa told by
sn eminent Ehyq1c1an that the action of hisg hesrt was
not regnulard

Hie bqnter and practical Jcking formed an outlet,
1n s different direction, for this emotional snd
excitable temperament,

So full of power, yet blithe sand debonair,
Rallving his friends with pleasant banter gayﬂ

We hear of his'charming waggervfgt Oxford, Tn Jsnusry
1842, when Dr, Arnold wss delivering hieg firat course

of lectures as Professor of Vodern History, the wholse
familv went nup to Oxford, VMatthew had then been in
residence for three montha, ¥We viaited him®, aays

Thomsa, "at hia rocms 1in Balllol...... When he had

got us nll asfely in, he 1s asni1d to have exclaimed,

"Thank God, you »re in !" and when the visit was over,

and he had seen the laast of ues out on the rtsircase, "Thank
God vou are ont !"'? "Our friend Matt" writes

1, P1s Al7er, 5. J. I, Davies, Contemp, Rev,, Vay, 1873,
3. Lady St. Helier, Memories of Fifty Yeara, p. 232,

4., Life and orregpondance of Tord Poler1dga TY, 125,

5. Letters, 1T, 80. 6. F. E, Coatesa, The uenturv,

April, 1894, c. Sha1rn Glen Deqqerev p. 218,
8, F.B. McGL1L éook Buyer J““”‘Jnlv, o061,

9. T. Arnold, Pazeages fﬁra Wnandering I1fe, p. ~&,
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J. Yanley Hawker, to J, D, Coleridge, on Msrch 11,
1243, "uttera asg many absurdities as ever, with as
grave a face"% and, a few months later,"Ve arrived ....
after aundry diaplaye of the most conesummate coolneaz on
the part of our friend Matt, who plessantly induced =
belief 1into the passengers (of the coach) that T waea a
poor mad gentleman, sand that he wss my keeper........
This 18 a3 atupid ep1stle& but A, has been bothering me
in the esrlyv vpart of 1t."#® »I 1sugh too much", Arnold
admitted, in a letter to Coleridge the following yesr, 3
"and they (his friende) make one's laughter mean too much";

A1l obaervers sgree in etressing another cognate
trait of Arnold's adolescence, hia foopoery, Thomas
mentions hia fmshionsble dres:ing at Oxfordt "Mis
Nlympisn manners", eays Max Miller,"began even st Oxford;
there was no hsrm in them, they were natural, not put on.
The very sound of hia voice and the wave of hiae srm were
Jove-like.,"S "His manner”, writea Charlotte Brontd, of
her meeting with him in 1850, "displesses from 1itse
sseming foopery.... ere long a real modesty appesred
nnder his assumed conceit," "I had with me" writes
Crabt Robinson in the same year, "Matth: Arnold, s very
; gentlemanly young man, with s ailght tinge of the fop
! that does no hsrm when blended with tslenta, good
1 nature and high apirits,"©

But there was also a serious side to this emotionsl
expansion, Arnold's 'unworldly' trsining could not, and
did not now, suddenly vanish, Hia early religious
sontimente rather expanded and deepened, With the fits
of elation and waggery alternated moods of thoughtful-
ness, depression, and melancholy, The religious
movements and diescuszions of Tractarian Oxford, Nr,
Arnold's sudden death, the Irish potsato famine, and the
snnouncement of hia own posszible esrly death, all
converged to accentunte the deepest current of his
feelings, the =ide of his nature which Justified those
who, like George Sand, ssw and appreciated i1t, in calling
him s 'young Milton'] But these moods he kapt for the
moat part concesled, Many of his clo=est friends, such
ns Shairp, never assw or asuspected their exiastence until
they were afterwards revesled in his poetry,

1. Life and Torrespondance of Lord Coleridge, T, 124,
>, Op, cit., T. 1°8, 3. 0p. ¢it., T. 14=. Cp. also

e

Esaays and Studiesg by MMembers of the English Association,
Vol, xv, pp. 8-9, 4, Pssssges 1in a Wandering life, Dp.57.
A, *uld Iang Svme, p. 1°8, 4. E. J. Morley, Corr, of
Cra obinson elc., p. 743.

7. John Morley, Recollections, p, 127,




Expangion of gense and emotion was nsturally sccompanied
bv exvsnsion of intellect and 1dess. This was probably
* fscilitated by the deamth of Dr, Arnold, in 1842, when
"Matthew was only ninetesn, "The development of the two
. elder acns at the University", saye Mra Mamphry Ward,
waas probably very different from what 1t would have been
‘hed their father lived."? Matthew read vorsciously
getting to know msa far sas possible the beast that had
‘been thought and asid 1n the world., With Sesinte-Eeuve
.for hia guide, he penetrated deeply into French literature:
he had the asaistsnce of the Bunsens, Stanley and Jowett,
for German: he read a good deal of Ttalian: his knowledge
i of Istin and Greek, firmly founded by his father, he
t despened conaidasrably,
: Aa n acholsr, he was brillisnt, T, D, Coleridge
- had remarked on his precocity at Ialeham, At Winchester,
"he "tcok 30 gocd a plece 1n the school that he was
heyond the resch of fagglng"f and even then he found
the work light? Many yesrs after, in the 'seventies,
‘Moberlev, then Bishop ef Salisbury, (writes T, H. S, Eacott),
" "circumatantially recalled to the present writer the
extraordinary impression prnduced during hisg first
“Winchester half by Matthew Arnold's 1intimacy, scquired
from his father, with the historical sspects and refer-
encea of Shakespeare's plays and of Scott's novels"X Fis
election »t Criel, mfter tsking only s second class,
.19 a convincing teatimony to the reccgnition of his
‘bhrillisnce at Oxford also.
3 But at this time his interest did not lie in the
“routine work of the University; the courae did not
‘attract him: and both before snd after going up to s
Oxford, he wag "eguslly brilliant desultory snd 1dle";
:H1s 1lmzine=ss called forth many comments, In Apugust
1240, Dr, Arnold wrote to Lake, his tutor, "Matt does not
- know what 1t 1s to work becsuse he 30 little knows what

1t 19 to think But I am more hopeful sbout him than T
waar ..., T'think that he 1s not so 1ale’as he waa? and

thet there 13 a better proespect of his beginning to read
n esrnest, Alss ! that we zhould have to speak of
.prospects only, and of no performance a%,yet which

deserves the name of 'earnest resding'" "Want of
knowledge of his bcoks," wrote Lake,

¢l: Mra H, Ward, A Writer's Recollections, p. 11.

2, Letteras, T.1. 4. Fortnightly Review, April, 1011,

3. Timea, April 17, 1888, 5, Memorisls of Nesn lake, D. 72,
. Cp, cat,, p. 161,
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nloat him hie'first',6 when he was oblised to =0 1into the

achaols at the end of hias third venr.""?1s compshions
seem to have twit*ed him with the ssme failing, Tn =
let*ar to Coleridere,he apeaks of "those mizeratle insinust-
1ona about 1lsziness, carelessness, and so on, which too
many of mv friends sre spt to indulge 1in...."?
vet, while neglecting his 'books', Arnold was reading
widely 1in other directiona, The truth is that he allowed
his intereatas to corry him sway, Where he wsa 1nterezted,
he was brilliant. His trether 1llusatrstes this tendency
1in Matthew during his veouth: "RBstiocination did not ot
that time charm him; and the demonstration ¢f what he did
noet care to knecw found him langnid, Ieter on, when he
applied his mind to resscnins, he found no difficulty; and
some writer who knew the facts hse lstely tcld hew eaz31ly
and guickly he mastered the princinles snd terminology of
Logic, when 1t was neceazary for him to take up thst
anbject aa’ s sut.atitute for Euclid at his Respcnsions, "3
The change 1taself from Rugby to Oxford was s grest
part of tha cause of such 1dlenesz 1n otherwize energetic
naturea, At RAupbv there had bBsen a premature casting of
respcnaibility on youns shouldeea, The prefects hsd besn
expected to do a1l they conld to assist the Nactor in has
alm of producing Chriatisn gentlemen first and scholars
recond, With 2xford came a sudden ea3ing cf *he atrsin,
"You =ee, st Rugby," goys Tom Brown,"] wag rather » srest
man, There one had s shsre in the raling of 300 boys,
and s goocd desl of reanonsibility, dut here one has only
just to tske care of onesaelf and keep out of acrapes,"*
Therse waa not even , at Oxford, encugh study to keep them
nctively intereated, "Vad I nct resd," smyve Cloush,
ptetty nearly all the broks ? was I *to g0 on kesving up
my Iatin prose writers, for three yeara more ? Loric snd
Tthics hed scme little novelty; there was s little extra
acheclsrship to te obtained in some of the college lectures,
But that was *he utmost.— .... #n 1nfinite lsaeitude snd
impatierce, which I eaw reflected in the facea of others,
gquickly began tec infect me, Quousgue Lstin proge ?"°
The =trndsrd was 1ndesd rising, especially 1ﬁE311101
and Oriel-lthe two prlaon-houses'ﬁ. with which Arnold was
a3szociated, But the Tractarisn mevemsnt sbsorbed =all the
intel’ect of these yearas (1833-45) and lit*le sttention
conld be apared for the regular reading ccurse. Even had
1t bea otherwise, the desd hand of Clsrendon still lesy
heavy on Oxferd, "Tn 1846," smys Mark Pattiason, "we were
in 014 Tory Oxford; .... there was the unguestioning
ant1sfacticn 1n the tutorisl system, 1, e, one man teach-
ing everybody everytiiing; the seme telief that all knowledge

>

ggem, of Nean Lake4 p. 72, %Iife, etc, o Cdleradre, T, 123
P, W, L, 9. 10, T. Wughes, Tor: Brown at "xford, p. 39,
Prose Remains, p. 400. HemeiFer—s, P — 044,

6 Mavlg }al'h'som} meﬁ
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wae shut up betveen the covere of 4 Greek and 4 Latan books,

T

prnold and his friends were therefore 1left vwith nothine
of 1nterest to atudy, snd no one to tske charge of ; »nd
nt the ssme time wltﬁ no one to gui1de and direct them, A
11fe of 1dleness, 1f they wished., They made the mcet of
1t. Thev escsped from the work—not a difficult matter—
and lived in Oxford "as i1in a grest ceuntry-hcuece,” Thay
osceped to the country-side round Oxford, the Cumnor Hills,
Reagley "cod, the 'a*rinling Thames', Thither they wculd
often tske the volumes that met *he needs of their expand-
ing intereats, Glenval, or Goethe, or EFmeracn, or Georgse
sand, Or they wculd gather 1in each other's rcome to
discues the guastions of the hour and the perernial protlem g
of youth, The=se discu<ssions aormetimea tock nluce 1n
Clough's reoms cn =« Sundsy: st other times 1n the Decadse,

s amall debating society which included J, D, Celeridge,
Stanley and Jowett, WMNst*thew Arnold wss received into 1t
when he came up to Cxferd., "We met in oneé sncther'e
recers," says Coleridee, "We discussed =ll thinge, human
and divine, We thonught we estripred thinge to the very
bene ,.... We fought to tha very stumps of cur intellects
and ,..many & frurtful aeed of knowledre was sown on these
plenannt, 1f rRomewhst pugnecions evenings,"® The intellect-
14l habite fermed ty Dr Arncld, his reduction of every-
thaing *o first »nrinciples, his guestioning spirit, his
love of *truth, were not thrown awsy,

An important factor i1n this intellsctusl ferment
33ems to have besn W, G, Ward, Tutor of Criel, "ard was
at that time probsdly the most bBrillimant personality in
Oxferd, Ve had masumed the lesding role in the Oxford
Movement altout 1843, on Newman's retiral to ILittlemore,

He wa3 1n addition s brilliant tslker and much frequented
the Ralli0l Commom-rcom. He had esrly come under the
influence eof Utilitsrianism, especially eof J, S, Mi1ll,
Threush Ward,frisl and Ralli10l men beceame familisr with
M111's Easnvs, then appearing in the Wes*mineter Review,
fccording to Lmke, these were'eagerly devoured'*by them
nll, Mill's Logic , onfita apnearance in 1843,was review-
8d by Ward in the Eritish Critic =and was shortly after
introduced as a text-took. Tt wss nrobably mslao through
Ward sand M1ll that Oxford men first became scquainted
with Saint—Simon snd his disciple Comte, The lstter he
introduced into Oxfcrd "before 1t wee known to thcse who
were afterwards.called Comtists, "¥

Many of M111'e 1deas are repested 1n Arnold.

_ Arneld has the ssme distruet of mere numters, cr pure
democracy, the same demand for state-intervention in such
concernes ag educstion; the same streas on culture ss an
offset and obatscle to the universsl mediocrity mhesad,

1Pattison, Yemoirs, p. 244. R

2Coleridge, = S ¥WX G, Ward and the Oxford “overent. A C. (Lake)
#Tb1d, App. D, (Joweft,) - IPP. O
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N1ll atteched sra=st

weight to the i1mportant tdess "which

have been thrown inte circilsation",” and to "an acquaintsnce
"with the thoughta and deeda of the esrest minds which pre-

cede"2n man, For i1deas are "s

power in history":® WYe also

guggeated for Englsnd asomething like the French Acedenmy,

to encourage,or st lesat to set a atandard for, 1desas,

The

English party-system kills 1dess: Englishmen dislike and
di1strust thems The French, en the other hand, accept and

apply them,

111 spesks of "the rspidity with which an 1des

threwn into Frerch soil, takes root, and bloszoms, and
fructifies..."” 30 he passes to the characteriatics of

different races,
Trish,

comparing,

for exsample,
Hia E33ays also made familisr the Comtist con-

the French with the

ception of the dual movement in the historv—critical
or negative epochs alternating with orgsnic cr ccnetruct-

ive,
Arneld's thousht,

an 1desa that became one of

the foundstions of

Fut what was probably, for theirgdeneral expansion,

of much profounder importance,

"digcovered George Sand, Emerason, and Carlyls,
in particuler, wnas s revelaticn to the two

Zon3zuelo,
voung men (Matthew esnd Thomas)
'‘garnesat' i1nfluence of Rugdby.

Arnold shd his frierds

* e 0 0 0

brought up under the
Tt aeemed to open to ther

a world of srtistic besuty snd joy of which they hsd

never dreamed;

and *o looassen *the bands of sn musters

concevtion of 11fe, which began to appesar to them too

narrow for *he factas of l1ife,
Carlvle's

Wilhelm Meisgter, read 1in

translation at the same time, exercised a

airiler liberating and enchanting pcwer upon my father.®

(Thomas) The sccial

enthuaisams of George Sand =also

affected him grestlv,"° Thomas Arnold recerds thst sbout

124~
eapecinlly the =second p»=rt,

he did not "feel sure that Goethe's Wilhelm Meister,
the besuty and calm vower

of which deeply impressed me, might not contsin the true

medicine for the world's malsdies.

The noticn of an

organized society clo=ely linked with the passt, directed
by s "Eond" of wise and rood men—thinkera, educaters,
rulera, artists—asaqocmed wenderf™lly attractive, "y From
filhelm !Mei1ater, “atthew drew the central ides of culture,

s perfection

st once many-sided and harmonionus.

This

1den fustified, centred snd guided his sdclescent expan-

rion, Tt led him to cultivate

felt himself possesised, snd to
had cultivated their peculiar

to uge these cultivated powers

aocial perfecticn, in concert,
other like-minded men of ot!ier

every power of which he

get to know hov other men
powerg. Tt slso led him

in an effort towards

as far as peossitle, with
nations,

>3, 8. M111, Dissertstions and Discuas

*Thid., I,

; +Thia,
YMrg H, Ward}

w, R,

TT. ». 73,

aP. 1%, thos‘Arnold, P,

. (1859) .
4Tbid., T. 217,°Tb1d., T. 235,
W, L.,P.151,
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The 1mmediate reanlt was that Arnold widened hi=n

1dens from a comosratively narrow to a progres=sively
bronder tasgis, To his original ideal of an unworld-
liness founded chiefly on religicn, he now added the
.1deala of art and knowledge, HReligion, then, had to
share 1te exclusive place in his outlook, to become
one of a group of 1deals which went to make up cnulture.
Ent his hold on morslity remsined firm, 1f indeed 1t
was not atrengthened hy heing thus complemented, Nor
di1d he love the world or the flesh more than formerly,
~though he felt atrongly such an attraction towsrde
"them as he had never before had to combat,



1. Hdevel* »nd Tacnve.




4. Revolt and E=scape.

The process of adaptaticn to the expanded world 1is for
+he vou*h slow snd psinful. WHe encounters rigid tarriers
in neture and eociety, thwsrting the development of his
new exvpanding powere, He finds these powers themselves
impstient of control and difficult to harmonise, He becomes
incresaingly swsre of a conflict with the outer world of
acciety snd st the ssme time of an inner conflict with his
awakening inatincts,

The vouth may react to the change of adoleacence 1n
various ways, Fe msy-—-he commonly does—conform to the
demands of society, ao far ss he can; comvlete comformity
can only come with time, He may, on the other hand, rebel
sand either resist or eacape. He may try to assert hxmqel?
throngh nenconformity of sny kind, or he may aseek an
eacape 1n litersture, day_dreqmlng, running sway,or even
suicide, T% was the method of rebellion snd escspe rather
thah the method of conformity that Mstthew Arnold fcllewed
during sdolescence.

It 12 one of the real indictments of Dr Arncld's
treining that 1t sggravsted, rather than mitigsted, the
difficult traneition from boyhood to menhoocd, by over-
amphasiaing the attitude of opvosition to the world, the
s1de of revolt, This had the effect, in those pupllg who
were most influenced ty him, of prolonglng far beyond the
normel period, their effort to reach s definite standpoint
in 11fe., The sbsoluteness of the 1desls with which he
inspired them, made conformity =11 the more difficnult, FWe
led them to demend too much——mere than the world conld ever
give, even st 1ts best—-and they were thrown so much the
mere inevitably into ovvncsition,

It would =lac =eem aa 1f Matthew*Arnold's home life
had been too sheltsared snd too full of affection and sym-
pat The need for these, snd their absence in the world,
formed st1l1l sanother 001nf of repulsion from life, In his
earliest published pcem, Alsric st Rome (1840), he wrote:

ev.. W feel the world i1s dull and low,

A 11ttle while, alas ! a 1little while,

And the asme world has tongnue, and eve; and ear,
The cerelese glance, the cold unmesning amile,
The thoughtleas word the lack of sympsthy !

In’%w1tyer1and A Parewell (1852), there 1s et1]1 the ssme
note:

But 1n the world T learnt, what there

Then too wilt eurely one dny prevs,

Thsat will, that energy, thnugh rare

fre vet fqr, far less rare than love.
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The firat onzet of adolescent revolt appesra 1in
the 1ncident relsted of Arnold's yesr st Winchester, He
wng then between fourteen and fifteen. Following his
hah1it of perfect truthfulneas, and provably unsware—
or even 1n apite of being sware—of the sttitude likely
to be sdopted by his schoolfellows, he mmde some remark
to the Yemdmsster on the "light character of the work
ther had to do"} Mie compsnions, fearing heavier work,
regarded such = remark as an unpardonable offence,
According to a writer who attended Winchester in the
aame year, "A high tone of honour was kept up 1in the
school, truth being acrupulously asdhered to between the
boys themselvesa, and by them towsrds the }Maaters,
except 1in one vparticulsr ..... and this wee when telling
the truth would bring another individusl 1into trouble"?
The reaunlt was that, towarda the end of the eession,
frnold was one of the victims selected to undergo
"that asingular form of catrsciam known ses ‘'cloister-
pealings’', when the victim was led out before the
whole aschoocl, and exposed .... to a rain of 'pontos’,
round missiles meade of the crumb of new bresd".3

The nunishment, though not in 1itself severe, wss
- orobably sufflcleni to bring home to Arnold the adolescent
conflict with the socisl environment and to rouse ths
spirit of retellion—all the more bacause of the
contraat between such mob-sacticn and hie previous home-
1178, Through auch incidents he understood snd sympsathized
with Shelley's feelings at school, and could_describe
Maurice de Gmérin as having "a temperament almost as
unfit s Shelley's for common achool life," 4 And 1t 18
worth noting that 1t was Shelley the rebel who, probadly
about this Winchereter time, first sttracted Arnold:
Shelley "the brillisnt and sttaching revel who in thinking
for himself hsd of old our sympsthy so passionstely
with him .,.." 5 The incident of the 'pontosa' 18 algo
linked with Arnold'ae sdmiration for the other greast
aristocratic rebel, Ryron, At the end of that session,
about two or three wesks lster, Arnold declmimed, on
cloaing dsy, the last speech of Marino Faliers in Byron's
drams of that name, "He was mdjudged to have obtained
the palm of rhetoric over the whole school"eby this
declamation. Apperently his temporary unpopularity

vanished, But 1t hsd left 1ts mark,

1. The Times, Avpril 17, 1888, €p.T. Arnold, Passsges 1n
o Wandering Iife, pp. 14-5. 2, R. B. Mansafield,

Scheol Tife st Wanchester College, p., 42. 3. See Note 1.
4, Essnyg 1n Criticism: Msurice de Guérin,

5. Egsays 1n Craticiam, 2nd series: Shelley.
8. Ses Note 1,




Just bafore leaving Rugby,rrncld g=ined =a verse-
prize with Alaric st Rome. The mot*o 1s from Childe
Harold—"T had teen very much resding Childe Harolde ?
and many of the pesasges sre close imitations from
Ryron, Tn the Oxford prize-pcem Cromwell, Arncld,as
he a3aya himeelf, waa just in thes tail of the 3ubsiding
wave of Ryronism? Msrgno Falierg still supplies
the theme, c¢r the trestment of 1t, In his Preface,
Byron asys:"san order to mmke Cromwell disembark frem
the ship i1n which he would hmve asiled te America,
deatroyed bo*h King and Commenwenlth,"” Arncld chose
for *the =2i1tustion of hia poem this critical mement
in Cromwell's cearecr.

He fcund Bvron'e cry 'stormily aweet'® Ve
found censolstion i1in Byron's revolt againat the
world,

ereeeeees. our scul
Tnd felt him likse the thunder's rell,
With shivering heart the strife we gaw
Of pmss=sicr with Eternsl ILaw,
And vet with reverential swe
We weteh'd the fount of fiery l1ife
Which =2erv'd fer thst Titanic strife™

Even when his own revolt wsa over, Arncld cculd
gt1ll sdmire the courage of Byron's:® "Byron, the
srentest alementary power, I cannot tut think, which
hes nppesred in our litersture since Shskespearse,"®
Pvren was emgnent ty his 'inborn force =nd fire!° And
in his lettera, Arncld compsares him with Goethe and
Wordaworth, ——great in his ownlline, that of passion,
na they were in theirs.

At times, 1na*emd of conflicting directly with
the world in his revolt agminst 1t , Arncld wonlad
8scspe, Oor wiah to e3cavps, Both movements were the
reactions—theugh 1n opvcaite directions-—of the
unworldliness in which he had Yesn trained , against
sn environment that would snrihilsete a1l his 1deals,

Among other forme of esacspe, emisration suzzest-
e8d 1taslf to several of Dr Arnold's sona, Thomnasg

emigrated to New Zealsnd in 1847; William to India

s little later, Matthew, mlthough he did not follow
their example, found eguivalents for emisrstion 1in
travel and rsmbling. The desire to escape also finds
axpreaxion in his fishing expeditinna, Tn 1943 he
wrote to J, N, Coleridege, from Westmoreland,of "the
*S. Waddington, p. A6. 2E, in C., 11, p. 177, 3Sonnet:
A Picture at Newstead. “lemorial Verses."Ccursge.

E. in C.: Feine. "Letters, T, 2309, ’
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grent delight of the yesr, fly-fishineg, ... You
cennot conceive the delight I find in my rolitary
fishing sarmong the mountaine herel?d:

Arnold slso refers to 'dreaming' ss one of
the characteristica of his youth., The word occurs
with fresnt frequency in his early poems, and sreems
to refer te the cmatles 1in the air, which he built
ont of his 1desls,

2
Nreams dawn snd fly: ...

Fig poems often run towsrds phantssy, picturing some
far off region, where dwell = pesce and beauty and
romance not found in hia own iron world, J, C,
Shmirp deascrites him at Oxfcra as

veo. half adream chaunting with jaunty sir
Grent words of Goethe, catch of Béranger,3

and Max Mtller relates that he was "full of dreams
and achemes"f Tn a letter of 1853, Arnold communic-
ates one of these day-dreams to hia wife: "T don't
know why, tnt T certsinly find 1inapecting peculiarly
oppreasive just now; but I must tackle to, ss 1t
wculd not do to let this feeling get too strong,
211 this afternocn I have been hmunted ty s vision
of living with you at Berne, on a diplomstic appoint-
ment, and how different that would be from the
incex=ant graing in =schools; dbut I could laugh =t
myeslf, teco, for the way in which I went on drawing
out our life 1n my mind."~

The world sgainst which he revoltasd snd from
which he would fain heve escsped, wss an 1iron
world, the world of the Indnstrisl Revolution, FEven
at Oxford this woerld forced 1tself upon his nctice,
The charm and ssclusion of the Middle Ages was then
being disturbed for the firat time ty the irruptien
of the manufacturing intsereat., New-rich merchants
and factory-owners were sending their sons: manu-
facturers ¥1ke Thanter who "could just write his
name and was msking s colossal fortune ty supplying
bsd 1ron rails to the new railwsy compeniex, "¢ ILike
Wordsworth, Arnold condemned these tendencies of
the snge, He gsw,—"he with his 1deals of egquality and
humsn dignity, —

The complaining miliions of men

Darken 1in labour and psin ;’

1'00181‘1(19:9 ILife,etc., I. 124, 270 fausta: A Question. 361%De55¢ra’/ 218
*puld lang’ S¥ne, p. 128. °LetTors, T. 28. 't

*Hughes, Tom Brown at Oxford. TThe Vouth of Nature,




g asaw the crusgh of competition:

Crowded mnd keen the countrv grows.?

Ye had
... theughts, ngt 1dle, while before me flow

e srmies ¢f the homelesa and unfed:- ?

g knew well the condition of the sreat cities

that hnd sprung up or expsnded with industry. Ve
knew '*he rank li1fe of towns' snd sppeecisted
Cruidkshank's victure 'The Rottle'> he knewfthe state
¢f the poor in London—begrars 1n Relgravia,t*nnd the
1agunlid streeta of Pethnal Green'? ¥e saw the
ooverty of happinesas and of nobility that waa 1n
tngland:

... the men of the crowd

Who all round me to-day

Rluster or cringe, snd make 1life
Yideous, and arid, snd vile;®

He asw thset

The brave impetuous hand yields everywhere
Te the aubtle, contraiving head;

Great gqumlities are trodden down,

And 11ittleneas united

Ts become 1nvincible, "

He was also well acquainted with the hardness, the
puramit of wealth and plessure, the conventicn and
hvoocrisy of the middle classes; their vulgarity =as
exemplified i1in Macenulay and America, their Tibsraliem
28 1t spvenred 1n the politice of the 'forties,

For Libersalisem repregented all the forces of
the world as the Arnold family had been dbrought up
to ovpose 1t., It was masociated with the whole
forward movement of the middle classes,their growing
wealth, their incresased politicsl influence after
the firat Reform Bill, and their connecticn with
NDissent 1n religion, To all three forces,—lais=ez-
faire, democracy and Dissent, with their attendant
qualities snd consequences, Arnold remasined all his
l11fe ovvosed. In other words, he joined, like his
father, 1n the 'Tnterventionist'®reaction that swept
the country from about 1835 to 1850, the movement
of pity for the oppressed working claases, the
atsrving Irish, and all the other victime of the

R nation, *T¢ Republican Friend, 2Tg Leorge
ruichshank, Esqg, FWVesa ondon, nat lcnﬁon.

“Rugby Chapel, 7TEmpedocles on Ztna, fCezamian, Le
Roman Socisl,




5e

Hunzry Fortiea, He wasg thus opposed *o the midile
cln3sea, snd 1n sympsathy with the =aims of such men

53 Pisl, NDisrseld and Sheftestury, who, however else
they m1gh differ, were sgreed 1in making the nlleviat-
1on of the dlatreeq the centre of their policy.

Tt was largely through his oppoesition to
7.186rnaliam that Newmsn alse influenced Arncld, For
the Oxford Movement, in so far as 1t was a crastion
of Newman'a, wag chiefly a resction againast the
apirit of Liberalism, To this extent, at lemat, the
qn1r1t of Newmen coincided exactly v1th that of Dr
Arnold, This 1 psrtly what 18 refgrred to 1in
Arnold's s*atement to J, D, Celeridge: " I find 1t

perfectly possible to,admire them both(Dr Arnold's
sermons ang Nevman's.,) "=+ To " the hardneas and

vnlgarity of middle-class Liberaliam"?Newmsn opposed
n. "keen desire for besuty snd swectneas"? Liberaliam
“had for the csrdinsl points of 1ts belief the
Reform Bi1ll of 1832, and locel self-government, 1in
velitics; 1n the social sphere, free-trade, un-
restricted competition, snd the msking of large
induatrisl fortunes; in the religiecns sphere, the
Dia=i1dence of D1asent and the Proteatantiam of the
Protestant religion, "L Tt was 1in his oppositicn to
this predominsnt tendency that Arnold found help
and fortificetion 1in Newmsn, "Nothing," he s2a1d,
"can ever do sway the effect you have produced uvon
me, for 1t consists 1in a general disposition of mind
rather than in s particulsr set of 1desms, In all
the conflicts T have with modern Iibersliam and
Diaaent, snd with their pretensions snd short-
comings, I recognize your work,"4
From Newmsn's 1dess and frem Newman's solution

to the conflict with Liberaliam, he wa= far removed,
Newmnan'a retrest into the Roman Zatholic Church he
found "to spesk frankly, .... impoasitle,"S Neither
he nor his brother Thomss, accoerding to Mr Humphrv
Ward, "ever showed, while there (at 0xford§
smqllest tendency tc .... Newmanism, .... ue waq
never teuched 1n the smallest degree by Newman's

_ ky—Newmenls oninicna., Fe and my father (Thomas)
and Arthur Clough, and s few other kindred spirits,
lived 1ndeed in qulte another world of thcught,"b
WVhet le}d atthew, but not Thomas, to listen to
Nermsan'a 1demss on Iibersalism was "the Newmanic power
of words"¢and the "ordo concetenatiogue veri", the
dovets1ling and long-drawn effort ty which *hlq
powaer wag attained.

*roleridge, Life, etc.,T. 123, KJan, 1843.)
2Culture and Anqrchv Y. 24. 3Tbad, s D. 23,

””hnubllghed 1.6 t*erq 56, aniscouraea 1n_Americs, p,Iiq.
CFTriter's 39001180{10n8, pp. 11-12
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Arnold, then, confirmed from his own experience
his father'a ovposition to the world, FHe maints=ined
his 'unworldlineas', Many s time, then and lster,
he wiahed *to escape, but rigorously restrained any
hankeraing 1n that direction, knowing that hais true
work =-nd development did nct lie that wsy, His
opnosition wasg reinforced by Byron and Shelley
Newman, Béranger and Saint-Simon, among many others,
Tt 18 dout.tful 1f 1t reguired much reinforcement,
Even the expansion of adoleacence, the attraction of
the world =snd the flesh for his senasss, emotions,
snd i1ntellect, were not of sufficient force tc bresk
into 'he attlﬁude in which he had been re~red snd in
which, with no grest modifications, he was slways
tc remsan,



S, Mmtaivnlancs,

The resl dizmaata me, and T cannot find the 1deal,

Amiel,  Trena, v¥re ¥, Ward,



8. Ammbivslencs.,

The coincidence of expansion and revelt produced
in Arnofﬁmagd%%w%%dly the world snd 1tae plessures,
1nwesrdly Fhe plen3ures and desires of the flesh,
became more attractive and less guilty thsn before,
Yot he atil] retsined his unworldly idesals out of
which hed sprung revolt, The result wsa = gimml-
taneon=s attrsction and repulsion .

Al ! two desires toss stout
The poet'e feverish bloced,

One drives him to the werld without,
And one to solitude,?

Hevwas new truly '@ipeychus'~——double-minded, Tt was
not, as hess teen commonly represented, a severing of
the hesrt from the intellect, Tt wsas a twofold
st*raction 1n which beth hesrt and intellect were on
both sides st once.

In esch aapact ¢f hie nature,—the outward
and the inward— twe courses of acticn were po=ailtle,
Trn the outward aspect, he could have followed his
unworldly sttitude and carried it in the face of
s11l opvositicn, as the hero does in his brother's
noval 'Oakflelﬁ'. He could 2lec have retireda from
the world and lived the hermit-life, like Obermann,
or,—what would come to much the same thing, - he
conld 'ave entered the Roman Cmtholic Church, like
Newmsn. On the other hand, he could have foliowed
his sensusl and emotional lesnings snd lived like
*he rest of the world as he esw 1t, absndcning, ss
n mat*ter of course, his unworldliness, Aas to the
inward aspect of his nature, he might, 1n the asme
way, have taken two opporsite ccurse=, He might have
given himself nup, like the world, to the life of
pleészure, Or he could have lived the life of the
=acetic, denying himself =11 satisfsction of the
agnaea and the body.

Neiilier courae, neither scceptsnce of the world
and 1ts ways nor complete 1isolstion from the worlg,
was practicable, Vet he desired deth. 'ntil he could
reconcile the values of the two, of flesh and gpirit, of
the world and solitude, he was condemned o le
bandied about between them, This 1a the dilemma of
Empedoclea ss he apveals tc Appllo:

P

} Stanrsaa 1n memcry of the suthor of 'Cbermann',

2Cp. . g, R, H, Hutton: Literary Bassys; J. M. Murry:
Discoveries,




Where shall thy votary fly then ? back to men ?
Rut thev will gledly welcome him agaaR ONce more,
And rid him of the presence of himaelf,

And keep *their friendly chatter st his esr,

And hsunt him, t111 the sbsence frem himself,
That other torment, grow unbesrable:

And he will fly to molitude agsin,

Md he will find 1its mar toc keon for him,

And 80 change tack: and many thousand timese

Be miserably bandied to and fro

Ii1ke a 3ea wsve, betwixt the world and thes,
Thou yeuns, implacable God ! and only death
Shall cut his oscillations short, and so

Bring him to poise, There 1s nc other way,?

Arneld, like Empedocles, could noet live onwt of
the world.

T in the werld must 11vef

Yet the world remained revmwuleive, despicseble, Its
1denl of plessure, for example, Arncld ansmlysed
senin and again, He saw in 1t no satiafaction for
bodv or soul, TInterspersed with fits of plessure
were fits of depression,—

Vad delighta, and frozen cslms—

Mirth to-day snd vine-bound tresses,

And to-morrow—rfolded pslms—

Ta this 811 ?2 this balsnced messure ?

Could 11ife run no easier way ?

Happy at the noon of pleasure,
Pnasive st the midnight of diemsy ©°>

To ithe New Sirens, the votsries of pleasure, ceme,
or would come, the same fatgas to the old:

e... your scente have shed their sweetnsaqa
And your charmae are overblown

Fven the intervals of plesanre themselvea do not
aatisfy,
Plessure to cnur hot grasp
Gives flowera sfter flowers,
With psasionate warmth we clasp
Hand safter hand 1in ours; _
Nor do we socn perceive how fast our ycuth 13 apent?”

*Empedocles. 2Cbermsnn, 3The New Sirens, #Ibid,
SEmpedocles.
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fgn1n, Arncld asvs,

That lenging of our yocuth

Rurns ever unconaumed: i
3t111 hunsrier for delight as delights grow more rare,

Nor ceuld sny other sspect of the world sstisfy hie . .-
1demle, The times were out of joint., Nowhere could
the real and the 1deal meet, In the preat nupheaval

of the French Revolution snd the Industrisl Revolutien
evervthing wse 1n confusicn: and, to make meatters
worae, unintelligent re=ction, repressing progress,
wag 1n f1ll awav sll over Eurove., Idesls, havihg

once besn glimpsed snd helf-realized, =sosred
remsnticslly high, The new wine of democrascy =nd
edunlity wme threstening,but wae yet vowerless, to
burst the 014 bot*leas of feudelism and mediaevalism,
Arnold, threugh hia fsther, was naturslly in the

main current of the Christisn-Revolutionsry movement
and therefore profoundly discontented with the actual
condition of things,

Yet for a long time 2rncld and his friends
l1ived on the hope of some reconciliation of their
1deala and the world, They hoped that the sctual
misht e brousht nearer the 1desl. Indeed, about
1942 many things did seem , even 1n thoee’bad days,
to pcint to the aporoach of a better time, Tn the
English Church there wag Newman, 1in politics Peel,
in socinl criticiam Carlyvle and Ssint-Simen, 1n
li1tersture Emerson; =and there were the Chartists
at home and, after s few vesrs, the reve'utions
sbrosd, There was slso George Sand,

Spesking of Newmsn ss he was about 1842, Arnold
wrote,"... he assemed sbout to transform and to renew
whet wae fer us the mos! national snd natursl instite-
ntion 1n the world, the Church of England,"2 The
Enslish Church, waa certainly rising, sbenut that
period, out or the lethargy of the eightesnth century
and Arnold h=d, on the surface, every resacn to
rejcice that Newmqn wasa leadlng that movement,

In volitice, he fixed hie honea on Pesl. So,
1t seema, di1d Arneld—and his friends., The "little
interior companyfof which Thomea Arnocld apeake as
existing i1neide the Necade clut, seems to have bsen
in sagreement on most points, What Thomae Arnold
saya of Clough might equslly heave been written for
Matthew, "After I-ceme-up » time 1t wsm sapreed
that we four (Matthew, Thomess, Clough, %Waslrond)

nmpedocleq on Etns, *Discourses 1n Apmerics, p. 139,
3¥ineteenth Centu;y, Jan, 1808, Arthur Hugh Clough:
A Sketch,
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shonld alwsya breskfsat an Clough's rcema on Sundsy
mernins., Theze were timee of srest eniocyment. Sir
Rotert Peel wesa 1n pover: he wse bresking lecae
more snd more frem the trammela of mere party coen-
nexicn, snd the shrewd Rentonl, who then edited the
ﬁvectqror welcomed 1n the Conservstive chief the
onlv true atsteaman that Englend hsd seen since the
dsye ¢f Canning, The %%ectator cf the dsy before
need to arrive at dreskfast_-time, sand the leading
articles were esgerly read snd dlqcuaﬂed Treland
sapeci1ally—eo0 Rentoul assemed to hold—-conciliated
by the Meyncoth B111 the Colleges Act, and other
healing messuresa, ée fs1r no longer to pcee a8
Englena'sa d1f’1cu1*v. With this eatimate of Pesl
P1ourh seemed on the vhole to te 1n cordisnl agreement,
Tn the social sphere, changes ameemed no less

imminent, Theories and 1deals had therefore rocm
encugh to flourish. The chief of these, apart from
Gosethe'a, tc attract Arncld and the 'interior
circle' wns that of Seint-Simen, Saint-Simon =aimed
nt o government carried on by the 'ceptains of
indu=try' fer the good of the State, These men,
Clongh asn1d i1n one of the club debates, "were the
resl rulers of Englsnd,"?* The State would take over,
sccording to this scheme, the rights of property
veeted 1n privete individusls, This would involve
the sbolition of personsl inheritance, and, 1n
Englend, the end of primcgeniture and the nrlsto—
cracy. Arncld fally expected such e change to take
plece very scon, whether or not i1t came in the
exact way required ry SaintesSimen., Tn 1848 he wrote,
".... 8t111 the honur of the heredltary pesrage and
eldeat acnship mnd i1rmense properties, hae, I am
convinced, ... atruck,"*Ve wasr 1wmencelv 1nferented
in Emeracn 2 prognesticse: YHe gives our institutions
as they sre called, aristocracy, Church, etc.,

fiwme yesras, T heard laet night; long enough
cart*ainly, for patience, n]readv 2t desth'as door, to
have to die in,"% Eight venrs later, he was of

the smme opinion, and =still mesccinted 1t with the
name of Saint~Siman., "The English aristocrstic
system," he wrote, "aplendid fruits sas 1t has
undoubtedly borne, must go. I ssy 1t doe= not
particulsrly re301ce me to think thia, because what
n middle-clse= and peogle we have 1in Englsnd ! of
whom Saint=Simon meavs truly:"Sur tcue les chantiers
de 1'Angleterre 11 n'existe pas une senle grande
1dée. "5

1N1neteentF Century, Jan, 1898, zProse Hemsine, D.H2,

Lef*ers, I. 4. *Ib1d.,I 7. Ibld.,I 50,

nl




e

The laat hope of » regenerstion of the world
came to them 1in 184f,the yvesr of revoeluticns,
Aa one revolution qfter snother failed, Arnold
pinned his faith to the next, WHie Sonna to the
HFungerien Netion, one of the lsst to revolt, shows
his state of mind:

Not 1n sunk Spain's prolong'd desth agony;

Not 1n rich England, bent but to mske pour

The flood of the world's commerce on her shere;
Not 1in that madhouse, France, from whence the cry
Afflicta grave Heuven with 1tq long menseless roar;
Net 1n American vulgarity,

Neot wordy Germsn imbecilityv—

Iies sny hope of heroism mcre,

Hungarians ! 9sve the world! Renew the stories

Nf men who against hope repell'd the chain,

And msde the world's de=d spirit lesp sssin !

Cn land renew that Greek exploit, whose glories
Hallcow the Salsminian promcntorleq,

fnd the Armmeds flung to the fierce msain,

The oppressora c¢f the rebellicus pecples were to him
"ve 1wmbeciles in present pcwer", snd were descrited
sa "dcom'd, pompcusg, and absurd"* Clough, his
ardent "reoub11can fr19nd",v1slted both Psris =snd
Rome during the ravelutions there, honing to see
the dewn of s new era, Arnold, not so optimistic,
might appeal to the Hungsarian Nation, but he was
prepared for the worat, FHe sent Clough some sdvice
1n that sense, He was

Rather to patience promvted, than thet proud
Proapect of hope which France proclamms sc loud?

or, ss Clough auotes him, "The }Millerium won't come
this bnu*"3

So, t111 the lsat revolution died sway, he
went on with some hope of a change 1n affaira,
Beaide this hope, however, ran a growing discontent
that one hope after another shculd betray him, a
lurking dcubt of the sufficiency of hig i1deals, For
there =seemed to te no hope of reconciling the
werld and the flesh with hies 1deala, He remained,
thersefore, in the same double-minded cecndition,
attrscted 1y both sides, but unable to effect any
reconciliation of them in theory, or to find =sny 1n
practice, Some compron.1se wes sponarently necesaary,

lHaratien Echc, <2To s Republicsn Friend, “ontinued,
Prose Remn1nsi P.143,
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Towards such a compromise he was alresdy werking,
rit 1t took 2 leng time to come: and meantime hig
feveriah blecd continued te be tossed abcut between

the world and solitude, between the flesh and the
gpirat,






P, Pyrrhonigm,

Arnold'e mind, thue alresdy divided , was

further ccenfused by troubles within one gide cf 1te

sapireticna, On the spiritunl side there sroase
doubts concerning the religion which had formed 1ts
basia. These doubts were connected not with the
rorsl, but with the intellectusl, foundsticnsg of
re]1z1on " Vet thev had = certmin resction on the
mein divisiecn, where morsls were 1n some de~ree
involved, For they inclined to impair the strength
of the unworldly outlook, or st lesst to shske
confidence 1n 1it,

Doubt wsea, of course, the i1nevitable
consequence of expsnsion, and 1ts price, Indsed, Dr
Arncld had hirself begun the process, He had, after
s etrucgle, accepted Nietuhr'a thes#is of the presence
of myths 1n Greek snd Roman history. FHe had then, in
the 1lsat yesra of his 1life, carried this 'mythical’
theory from clmssicsl into Biblical criticism, and
wag thersfore on the eame lines as Strauss snd Raur
(the Germsn theologiems) whom he had not resd. F, W,
Newman reccrds that in a ehort conversation, Dr
Arnold, discussing the longevity of the Datrlarchs
the Boealc coamogony and the 014 Testament chrono-
lozy, "tresated these questions as matters of indif-
ference to religion; and did not hesitste to say,
that *he account of Nosh's deluge wesg evidently
mvthicel, and the history of Joseph 'a besutiful
poem'",* Tn a second interview, he found that Or
Arncld trented the Synoptic gosvela in the same way,
praferring to"reat the main atrength of Christian:ty

on the gospel of John,... the vivid and simple
picturs of s divine reslity, undeformed ty crsdulous
legend" 2
T™he progrers ¢f doubt 1in religion had becn
sccelerated bv the Oxford Movement, According to
W1lfrid Ward, one of the two great principles insisted
on by the Oxford philosophers (the Tractarimns) wss
"the necessarily changeable aspect of all science,
snd of historicsl science inclusively",® They
1l1lustrated this principle by the changes thst hsd
taken place 1n the explanation of the sun's movement
s8, for exsmple, in the theory of Galilec. The 1des
of historical science sa 1n a constant flux, they
turned agninat Strauss and Bsur, snd all other critics
whose methods sppenred subuernlve of Scraiptural author-
1ty. For these critics were go guickly snd sc conatsnt
ly improving on each other, that further chsnges in
IF. W, Newman, Phasca of Feath, p. A7. 2Tbid.,p. 81.
3w, Ward, W. G. Ward snd the Oxford ”ovement p. 385,




*heir viewa were bound to fellow, and no stebls
interveatation aeemed within resch., Aa 1t eeemed
to Cleugh, who had teen awept up i1n the vortex of
the Oxford 'ovement, 1t was

To gather “scts from fsr and nesr, ....
And knowing more msy yet mppesr,

Unto cne's lstest bresth to feer

The premature result to drsw-—
Ts this the oblect, end snd 1lsw,
And purpose of our being here 91

Hi=atcry, Rumour of ?umcura"‘zhe anyg sgnln, "The
huge Miazsissippir of fqlsehood cnlled hlqt.rz"? says
Arnold,

Clough, 1n his early yesrs at Oxford, became
directly acquainted with the writings of Stranss
snd "aur, He seems to hsve held, easys Thomes Arnold,
"that the mythical theory of Q*raueq snd the New
Te=tament chronology of Baur, were slike unanswerable" .t
Arncld, comwing to Oxford = few years later, =adopted
the same viewg, Eut he ceme too leste to be much
affected 1y the Oxford Movement 1teelf, The real
gsxpanaion of his mind in theclogy ceme from Germany
throigh hie friends Clough, Jowet* and Stsnley., In
the vesrs bef’:\&-’;z}, Jowett nnd Stanley hsd been
exploring the li1ttle known realms of German
theology. To extend and consolidate their knowledgse,
and find anawers to the guesations they hsd raised,
they undertock a tour in Germany, Setting off 1in
Aagust 1844, they scught out snd conversed with Ewmlad
the theqlogian st Nresden, and with Von Humboldt,
Ranke, Nesnder, and othera, "None of them," saya Stan—
ley, "struck me so much as Ewald",® The two frienda
n180 =tudied closely, or ~dded to theirkrcwledre of,
the courae of German 1deml1iat philcsophv from Kant
to Fegel,

For the time, however, the deeper atudy of
Germnan theology rather rsgpravated than sclved their
doubt=s, The reason 1s plain, Their doubts arose, not
from questioning the truths of religion,but from
uncertsinty as to the true historicsl facts and their
interpretation, "Our trruble", smid Mstthew frnold
meny vears sfter "haa ... been with dcubte whether
thing=a which people assnred us really existed or hsd
reslly hsppened, but of which we had ne experience
ourselves and conld not astisfy ourselves thst
snvene elae had experience either, were really =s
tho=s pecple told us."“There were, for exarple,
"facilities for addition snd 1nternoln’1on for
sdding touchee to what the originsl documenta made
*Perche penas ? Pensande s&'invecchis, 2K, in C.,L1it,

Tnfl, of Aceademies, <Amcurs de Vovsge,JI, 7,
4Th. Arncld, Nineteenth Cent,, Jan. 1898, p,115. :
SQtAnlev, Tewleh Church, TTT, 17,°God nnd the Pltle Chap 2 .
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Jeams do, for smplifying, above all, what they msde
Jesus ssv."1 In deudbts of this kind onlv time and
achalerahip could =aveil,

Tu*+ bsfore the tide set in a positive direction,
the hiatoricsl dcubts touched one dogme cf Christian-
1ty after snother., The chief point on which the
at*ention of Arncld and his friende aeeme to have
firat centred was the doctrine cf the Atonement,
Clongh, writing to hies siater 1in 1847, naka,"What 19
the mesning of ‘Atonement by s cracified Ssviour’? ...
Thet there may be a meaning in 1t, .... T don't
deny; Yut T do deny that Mr Neile, .... or Pusey,
or Newmen himaelf, auite know what tc make of 1t, "2
Jowett, influenced ty Beur on this gueaticn, which, as
then acrepted and underatood, wss repugnent to his
moral sense, csme to the conclusion, 1in 1855, that:

1. Our Lord never describes His own work ain the
lmnguese of stonement or ssc-rifice,

o, Thie lengusge 18 s figure of apeech borrowed from
the 01d Teatesment, ...... only a mcde of apeaking
common at a time when the rites and ceremonies
of the Jewish 1lsw were pmsaing away and beginning

*0 receive s apiritual meaning,>

From this point, doubt crept slowly from one
fact or dogma to snother, TIn 186K Jowet* "disbelieved
in the astory of Jonsh and the whale;" but he kept
hi1a judgment 1n suepense ss to whether the Law had

or hasd not been given from Sinai"; and "even when he

felt moat asceptical, his delief in immertality head
never wavered"4 In 1865, however, he hsd far advanced
on this vcairtion, "We believe 1n a risen Christ,not
risen, however, in the sen=e in which a drowning man
12 restored to life, ncr even in the asense in which

n ghoat 18 supposed to walk the @arth, nor in any
gense which we can define or expl=sin, Weé pray to

God ms 4 Person, a larger self; but there must always
te s saub-1intelligitur thst he 1s not a Person.

Our forms of worship, public and private, imply aome
interference with the course of naturs, We know that
the empire of lsw permentes sll thinga, "®

Religious doubt, in Msatthew Arnold, seems to have
begun from the time of his father's audden desth 1n
1842, =t the esrly sge of forty-semen, He wae then
himeelf ninsteen, Thig event, at any rate, =sccelerst-
ed and st the samme time gave direction to the process,
Yyvcerinus, written vprobably atont 1843, shows the
effect of the blow, Thas q&g;%*ea raises~ the Jduestion

L oY

;ng and the Rible, Conclusion, *Pr Remmins, pp. 13~k .
Eviatlea of St. nﬁl‘ 1859), . ) ictorisn &K}

Eoe, p. 106, “Tb1d,plo5. "
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which would naturally foerce 1ta2slf on Arnecld, of the

iyatice and neoture of God.

ve... On the atrsemous inst man, Heaven bestows,
Orown of his struggling life, an uniuat close,

Arneld began to racognise the force of Neceerity, He

deaponds:
.friends amile and die

- Like spring flcwers, .
cur veunted life 13 cne long funersal,

He cannot snswer the guestions which theaze bdlows
auggent, With Myvcerinus, 1t 1s:

ceso. but momething I wonld say—
Semething—vet what T know not;:

e are
Tgncrant where to stand, or whom to svoid,?

It 12 the Sick King in Bokhars:

0 Virzier, thoun art old, T voung,
Cle~r 1n theze things T carrot 206,
My hend 1= burning; and a hesat

Is 1n my skin,which sangers me,

To the cell of the New Sirens:

T am dumb, Alsa ! too soon, all
Man's grave rensons disavpesr,

Tn 1244, doubt had alresdy taken a firm hold, =nd
trhere avpe~rred no way out. In the sonnet Shakespesre,

® written in that year, he says:

We sak and sak, ...... .
... the fo11'd searching of mortslity,

In 1250, Charle*te Bronte, who met him at Ambleside,
wrote to her friend Harriet Martinemu there, "JT was
given to understand that his theologicsl opinions
were very vague and unsettled, and indeed he betrayed
ne much 1n the conrse of conversstien."> Even 1n
1855, when he had st*ained to clesarne=z= on poetry, he
wae atill, =8 to religion, '

Wandering between two worlds, one desad,
The other powerless to be born,
With nowhere yet to reat my headiy

L Jike the=e, on esrth I wesit forlorn,

Tg Fanete; A Question.,iFragment of an Anfiogne,

*Shorter, C. Bron‘te,etc, I=t=3, (1894),pp., 458-9.
“Grande Chactecuse.
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Thia atate affected nll Arnocld's gromp for sbout
the asme length of time, that 1a, t1ll 1255 or 1857,
"For nearly ten yesra",wrote Thomasg, of the year
1856, "—For neerly ten years my mind had been 1in =
velte 1 gy t ub; f religicus
%?%tﬂf"gfwfn%?r;rﬁgﬁg,oghrgggglgggcﬁego, ref%ra to
one aide of the same situstion 1n Qakfield (1253)
ng " the great problem which T, st the threshold of
11fe, heve to solve--which baffled me at Oxford,—
and which 1a =t1l1 toe much for me here,”? But even
after 18535 1t took =another ten yesra befcre Matthew
Arneld veos sble to settle i1nto his"firmer manhood" 3
Az 1ate as 12328 he talks of the beginring of =
new time to hem, eapecially through "the gradusl
gettlement of my own thought",%

H1s doubta followed a course parsllel to
that of Jowett or Clough, Reginning with the
exiatence and justice of God, he went on to dcubt
imrortelaty:

... these dreams of curas,

[ . . . . . L4 L]

Shall we go hence snd find they sre not de=di 0¥

snd, 1in the lines Wrait*en ty s Desth-Bed , he aske
concerning the pesce *hst desth gives:

And when this boon rewsrds the desd,
Are a1l debte paid, haa »ll been s»id ?

So he continued from one dogma to snother, The
resault was universal dcubt, —doubt not only of the
dogmag themselves mnd of history, but of everything.
T"he 1n*ellect 1t3elf snd 1ts competence to reach
trath, fel1l1 under smsvicion., Arnold was here 1n
sccord with the Oxford Movement snd perhsps unccon-
acicnusly oved scmething to 1ts i1nfluence., For the
Tractariansg, as they caat suspicion on science and
1ts progress, also caat auepicion on the intellect,
the inatrument of =science., J, H, Newman, for
exsmple, wrote,"T am conaidering the faculty of
reanzon =ctually snd historicsally; =nd in this point
of view, T do not think T sm wrong in saying that its
tendency 1s towsards » simple unbelief in mstters of
religion, No truth, however ascred, can stsnd
agninat 1t in the long-run,"®

1p, w, L.p.149, 205k eld, TI. 44, 3Obermann Once More,
4Letters, T, 4nl, STo Fauata: A Questicn, ®Apologis
vro Vi'ta sus, p. 243,
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frnold felt this weskness of the intellect, this

incavacitv to desl sdequstely with the problems that
overwhelmeé 1t, the distractiocnz that foil 1its beet
effort=, 1ts fragmentayy comprehension of the world.

The wit and counsel of man wass never clesr,
Troubles confuse the 1ittle wit he has,

g save arain, through the mouth of Empedoclea:-

Hi1ther snd thither spins

The wind-borne mirroring soul,
A thouédsnd glimpses wins,

And never sess s whole;

Man 13 = cresture

Who knowa not what to believe
Since he sses nothing clesr,
And dares stsmp nothing false where he finds ncthing surel

Thomas Arnecld deacribed this state of mind 1in
himaelf ss Pyrrhoniam, "There seemed to be nothing which
wag not matter of ovinion, nothing which re=ted cn a
firm obiective beasis., To no teacher or suthority
conld T anbacribe, feor beaides the fulness of my own
intellect, T could never be sure thst I rightly under-
atocd him whom I desired to follow, ..... 8 gpontaneous
renersl reaction againat set 1n within me against the
conclusicns, whether in politics, metaphyeica, or
religicn, which not long before had seemed most
certain, "2

Ry 1847, Arnold seems to have recognised the
agcondaryimportance of such perplexities ss that which
troubled his trother Thommsa concerning the historical
truth of the New Teatsment record. Like Clough, he
geams to hove found firm ground in the 1ies that the
doctrines sand truth of Christianity sre bazed, not on
hiastorical facts, but in the 1ife and soul of man,
in the nature of things, independent of time and place,
The esrlier historical doubte could therefore be 1sid
by: attention must now te concentrated on the abasolute
truth of Christian doctrine and on 1ts efficacy 1in
raising the moral life, Clough wna therefore of the
opinion,—snd Arnold evidently went along with him—
that “The thing which men must work at will not te
criticsl questiona stout the Scriptures, but philosoph-
icel problems of Grace, and Free Will, mnd of Redemption
A8 an 1des, not ss m historicsal event."3 To the =olution
cf *hese protlems they sccordingly turned, that 1s, tc

‘Empedocles on Etna, 2T, Arnold, P. W. L.pp., 152-3.
*Prose Remsina, p. 113.
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philcsophy and the great philozophsra,

) 'Hoasuet sava of Grotiua, thst when he was dis-
entiafied with the religion in which he waa born, "T1
frapoait, pour sinei dire, ™ toutes les portes, pour
treouver un refuge M\ as religion chancelante," How many
in the two centuries since Grotius have followed his
example, and with what various resnlts !'?% So wrote
Themes Arnold, svvlying the gnotstion to hie own course,
T+ appliex eguslly to his Brother's: the word 'chan-
celsnte' eapecially fits Arnold'e own metaphor:

Who prop, thou ask'st, in these bad days, my mind 72

The first 'door' at which he knocked wss that of
Descartes, the apostle of doubt. "#nd who", said
Arnold, "in this our dsy of unset’lement and of impati-
ence with suthority, convention, snd routine, who,1n
thie our dsy of new departures, can fail to te stiracted
dv the suthor of the "Méthode" and by his promisex? T
sdmit nothing which 1a not necesasrily true," "I put
sarde evervthing sbout which T can imagine there being
*he amms1leat denubt." What could we, who demand that
the propositions we sccept shall be propositions we
cen verify, ask more ?", "And we onurselves sccordingly",
he continrued, "... di1d betake ourselves once to Descartes
with great zeal, ..,, "3

Arneld found in Deacsrtes, however, two fatsl

flaw=, The first was the famcus 'Cogito, ergc sum', on
which, s= s proposition self-evident snd beyond the resch
of doubt, Descartes raiged the structure of his philoc-
sophv, ¥He conld not understsnd what Nescartes mesnt Ly
‘exiat' (eum), AMfter sesrching through many labyrinthe
of etymology for the meaning of the term, he came to
the conclusion that 1t conveyed nothing, either to
himself or to 1ts suthor, ss to the noturs or existence
of God, which Neacartes hed deduced from 1t., The
second flsw lay 1in the srgument from perfection,
Deacarteas argmed that an imperfect world invelves the
1den of perfection, and that *he 1dem of perfection
which we have implies the objective existence of such
perfection, Arncld replied that we have no clesr 1des
of complete perfection, but only of degress of perfection
—-9nhdea derived from the comparison of one sctual gcod
with snother, "The less or more in ourselves of whatever
we account good, gives us & notion of what we call per-
fection in 1t,"4 The argument from perfection was
aometimes applied to knowledge snd happines=z, In
Empedocles on Etns , Arncld replied:

*T, Arneld, P, W, 1., p. 152. :Sonnet: To s Friend.
*God and the Fitie, Chap. TT,  “Tbad,




Foole ! thst 1nm man's brief term
Fe csannot all thinge view,
Affords no ground to seffirm
Thet there are Gods who do !
Ner does being weary prove that he has where to reat.t

Arnold did not fare much tetter with Hegel than with
Descertea, After the visit of Stanley and Jowett to
Germany 1in 1844, Hegel indeed becsme familimr to Oxford
men. Jower* wsa for a time "considered ne the rspre-
sentative of Cerman hereay at Oxford,"?It wss through
Jowett that the Hegeldsn philosophv, =as represented by
T. H., Green and the brothers Caird, became the dominant
philosophy for helf a century. prnold stndied Hegel at
this time, and msy have derived from him scme temporary
nasiatance. But not much., Recelling that period, and
his etudv of Descsrtesy =and the meaning of 'being’, he
cr1la Yerel "one of those grest men, those masters of
sl atruse resecning, who diaconrse of being snd nen-being,
e3zzence snd existence, svwbiect and object, in a atyle
to which that of Descsrtes 18 merely child?s plesy%,

These sspee only bewildered us more than we were tewilder-
ed slresdv. For they were sc¢ far advanced in their
ansclulationa atout dbeing, that they were nltogether
sbove sntertsining auch a tyro's question as what

being reslly 1s."3Tn the essay on Spinoza snd the Bible
Tie airmed up Hegel's contributien ¥0 Thought:". ... Fagel
ae17ed a eingle presnsnt sentence of Heracleitus, and
ceat 1t with s thouasnd estriking spplications, into the
world of modern thought,"4 So Jowe*! =s1d to Tollemachs,
"Tt's o good th1n§ tc have resd Hegel, but nocw that
ven've resd him, ndvise you to forget him agsin.,"*

' Arnold came to the same cenclusion se to Bishop
Butler, whoee work sntered into the Oxford course of '
atudy, "A men", saya Arnold, "who 1s locking sericusly
for firm ground, cennot but soen come to perceive ....
that there 1a no help to be got from 1t," e Butler's
belief 1n miracles and in the fulfilment of prophsecy
ensured his teing left tehind by the Zeit-Geist which
hed driven Arncld =nd his friends from their o0ld positione,
Rutler did help 'in some memsure'’', however, not through
his dogms, but through his "profound sense, that 1nsttent-
10n to religion implies "s dimsclute tmmorsal temper of
minda"?',

Emnedocles on Btna, “Tollemsche Towa’f, 69. (2nd ed.)>3G.and B,1T3.
Y . Mo | T o i . e T p. . z e .) . an ey 2
fm. in &., Spinozas and the Blble.’éTollemache,pp. 70-1,

°Tnat Ensnye, "1shop Butier and the Zeit-Geist, 7Ibid,




Phile=ovphy, then, ss much, was of lit*le or no
velne, As Clough hsd a3m14 of 1t as e=rly as 1R40:

Away, haunt thou not me,
Thon vain philrsophy !
L1t*tle hast thom bestend,
Save to perplex the he=d,
And lenve the agpirit desd.

What valnue philosophy hsd, 1t had only 1incidentsally,
through the 1deas 1t cast i1into circulation, through the
vperaocnnlity of the philosopher, through his mersl
influence, or through his poetry, A philosopher, to
Arnold, waa "s fust and fruitful object of contemplation
mich more by virtue of what =pirit he 1s of than by
virtue of what system of doctrine he elsborates" 2

"Wheat s remarkable philoscpher reslly does for human
thought," he says again, "is to throw into circulstiocn
s certsin number of new end strikins i1deas and expres-
ai1ons, and to atimilate with them the thought and
imaginstion o¢f his century or of aftertires, .... To

be great, he miat have something in him which can
influence charsctar, which 1s edifying; he must, 1in
short, have » noble and lofty character himself, a
choracter ,... 1n the grand style."3 The philosopher

in whom Arnold took mest constsnt delight waa Plato,
but 1t was the voet rather than the vhiloscpher 1in
Plate *that he admired * Of Wordsworth he speamks 1in s
similsar vein: "His poetry is the reslity, his philoscphy
«v+. 19 the 111ugion. Perhspas we shall one dsy learn
to make this provmosition genseral, and to say :Poetry 1is
the reslity, philosovhy the 1llusion."?®

Philosonhv, therefore,did not, and spoarently
could not, aclve the problems or put sn end to the
deubts of Arnold., It left him, 1T mnything, more
confused, 1n deeper doudt than before,

Doubt had spresd cver everything, and wese now
indeed Pyrrhenism, Emen love fell inteo doubt. Cleugh,
in 1849, cho=se as one of the four mot*oces of his
Mmonure de Voysge, the semtence: :

I1 doutsit de tout, méme de 1'amour,

Arnold wrote:
Blame thon not thersefore him, who dare=
Judege vain baforehand humesn csrea,

. . . . . . . .

Who needs nct love and power, to kneow.
.. Love trensient, power an unresl showb®
*Tn s Tecture Room, *Lettere, 1. 179,3E, in C..Spinoza,
* The Hundred Grearest Men. by . SE, in @, :Fordaworth,
®Resignstion,
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"The *ime comes," he =aays elsewhere,"—gocner cr lster
the time comes,—to0 1ndividuale sand even to ascieties,
when *he foundationa of the gresat deep mre broken up,
and everything 1s 1in question.... "+ It 1a o

the Doubt that s3amila »ll things.z

and
The something that infects the world.?

Lonat Eeemyms, Pighop Butler and the Zeit-Geist.
lletters,1.8, - Resignation.
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T1 (Chateautriand) a comme engendrd cet ennui
incurable, mélancolique, sans ceuse, s1 souvent doux et
enchanteur dsns son expression, asuvage et desséchant an
fond, et mortel au coeur, mortel ™ 1la tonne et ssine
pratique familiéere des vertues,—1e mal de Rene, qui =
4td celui de tout notre Rge, maladie morale qui, Aapras
svolr regmnd cinquante ans plus cu moins, et avec des
varianteg sana nomtre, eat sujourd’'hui % peu »rds
dispsrue........ cet ennui qui va s'dpancher % travers
1e monde, qui cherchers psrtout 1'infini et 1'indetermind
le_dé€asrt; ... g

Sminte-Feuve, Chatesutriand et scn Groupe
*  JTattdraaire. I. 99-100,



ﬁ*T. Melancholy.

Arnold was now approaching the turn of his youthful
romantic course, He had set out with infinitely high unworldly
1denals. He had fcund himeelf invincibly obstructed by the
conatituticn of men snd nature, "e had rebelled., At
the aame time he had been at‘racted by the world, The
belief> cn which he had rested his supsrstructure of
1denla had themselves given way, So he remsined cleft
by conflicting forces and clinging to whatever survived

of his hopes and wishes, still striving to reslise
whatever remmined of his desires, But these desires snd

1dedls were destined to be robbed of fulfilment like
the rest, s31mply lecase they demanded of the world more
*than 1t comld «ive, Their character partook tooc much

cf the i1nfinite,
He hed longed, with hie expsnding sdolescent

sensibility, fcr all the 'untravelled world' of experience,
the 'bright proces<ion of eddaying forms', fcr plessure and
the gatiefacticn of the senses,

eeo. OUr ycuthful bdlood
Claims rapturs =as 1ts right;?

Fnt vouth*nul dleccd exhausts 1t=:elf, 1ts faculty for
delight wanas, Even then _

That leonging of our youth
Rurns ever unconsumed: *
St1l11l hungrier for delight as delighta grow more rare,

After 5 time

At orce our eves grow clear:
and we see that

Te world hath fe11'd to 1moart
The joy our youth forbodes,
F211'd to f111 up the void which 1n our bresasts we bear,

He had longed, with his expanding curiosity, for
all knowledge, and certsin knowledge. But this 18 Just

a8 1mpracticeadble as to sbsorb all plesaurs,

Look, the world tempts our eye,

And we would know 1t =11 !

Ve map the starry sky,
. We mine this enrthen ball, L
Ve memsure the sea-tides, we number the sen-sands;
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We scrutinise the dates
0f long-psat human thingse,
The bounds of effac'd ststes,
The lines of decems'd kings;
Ve search out desd men's worda, sand works of dgad men's
hands;

Ve shut our eyes, and muse
Fow our own minds sre made,
What gprings of thought they use,
How righten'd, how betray'd;
Mnd apend our wit to name what most employ unnemed ;

Rut atill, as we proceed,
The mags awelles more snd more
0f volumes yet to read,
0f =zecrste yet to explore,
Mr heir growa grey, our eyves are dimmed, onur hest 19
teamed,?

The 1ntellect of man, then, cannot "Apan the 1llimitsble
A11". Thought stops shert of 1te ot ject, i1nevitstly
short,lesving

Nothing but s devouring flsme of thcusht—
But s nesked, eternally restles= mind.

For the intellect fs1ls not only in covering the width of
reality,but slso 1n penetrsting its depth, The mind
seemed to Arnold, =t this psriod, te lack =any sffinity

with 1ts obliect, to have no power to penetrate ite
final nesture,

To the elements 1t came from

Everything will return,

our bodies to esrth;

Cur blood to watsr;

Heat to fire;

Breath to air,

They were well born, they will te well entomb'qd,
But mind ? ....

Vhere w111 mxndand theught find their parent element °?

But mind—bdut thought—

Tf these have been the msster part of ns—

Where w11l thev find their parent element °

What w1ll receive them, who will call them home °
Eut we shsll be 1n ThHem and they 1in us,

And we shall be the atrangers of the world,

And they will be our lords, ss they are now
And keep us prisonera cf ehr consciouzneas,

And never let na clasp and feel the All
But through their forms, and mcdee, snd stifling veils,
_pndocleq on Etna,

>
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te the de=1ire for experience and knowledge, frcm 1ta
infinite character, frustrated 1tself, so m1so0 Arnold's
political and religicue 1desls, from their infinite
expactations, left him, as they were shattered rne after
another, ncthing but the empty- husk of deaire,

Firat ceame the aecession, 1n 1845, of Newmsn to the
Roman Cstholic Church, Wsrd followed. It wss Newman who
had =seemed to Arncld sbout "to renew snd reform .... the
English Church,"1 Peel, the political hope of the Dacsde,
anlit his party over the Bepeal of the Corn Iswe 1n 18486,
and lost all i1nfluence 1n politice, 1In the yesrs 1845- 7
the herrors of the Irish petatc famine showed the 1mpo*enqﬁx
of the Englieh Government, snd emphnsized the injnatice of
1ts trentment of Treland, Tn 1848, Chartiam fixzled out
and one after snother the revoluticna sbrosd were
crunvhed, Thus the only novements from which Arnold might
hope for sven a partisl fulfilment of his 1deala were
for the time checked, These were the 'shocks' of which he
30 often apeaks: '

For what wesra ont the l1i1fs of mortal men °
'Tis that from change to change their being rolls:

'Tfia that repested shocks, sgain, sgain,
Exhsnuat the energy of q{ronges, soula

fnd numb the elsatic powers.,?

Already i1n 1217 he declmred his disastiafaction snd
disgust with politice ss 1t subjfected him to shock after
shock, with

... the dsi1ly gqui~keni pace
Cf the 1inveding mul&a&ggo ponulnca
on the cne hand and on the other with the

.+.+. 1mbeciles 1n prezent power
Doom'd, pempous, and sbsurd,

H1ig conclusion waa:

Omit, omit, my simple friend,
St111 to inquire how psrties tend,
Or what we fix with foreign powers

Ts ne concern of oura.'3

aco . (Emerson. p. 139. 2>The Schclar
Gipey, Torafian Lch é- )P
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The movements of 1848 , Chertiam st home and the
revolnuticns abrosd— roused his interest sagain, but nct
hia enthusisasm, "It 1s g0 herd," he wrote from Lans-
downe Yousze 1n that vear, "to sequester cneself here from
the rush of public chsnges snd talk, =2nd yet géo unprofit-
able to =2t*end to 1t, T wss myself tempted to attempt
some political writing the other dsy, but in the watches
of the night T =seemed to feel that in that direction I
had acme enthnaieasm of the head perhaps, tut ne proefound
qtirring,"?* And sbout the gsme *ime:"T ,,,. restire more
snd more from the modern world snd modern litersture
which 13 all only what hss beén before and what will be
agaln ..,..." 2 One by one the verions movements guttered
ont, and Clough'as conclusion wna the only one possible:

Farewell, politics, utterly!?

The sensersl reanlt was a state of intense desire for
the pre~t snd noble, but asn entire absence of sny cbjlect
that might asti1sfy the desire; = desire to be st one

* with the world,but no cheance of realigation; a deeire
for accisl regenerstion, but not the fsintest prospect
of progre=s; a deaire for truth,but no sign of certainty
on the horiron; only a gleam here and there, 1ineffectusl,
ephemernl; only desire and 1demls empty cf their end,
The 'Powera that aport with man' hsve

.... hurl'd him_on the Field of Life,
An a1mleze unsllay'd Besire, &

Arncld wes now

.. the pale !l'aster on his spsr-strewn deck

. - [} . . o . . .

St111 bent to mske some port he knows not where,
St111 atanding for someé fmlae impos=ible shore.*

He knew now
ceeessses. their silent vpsin , o
Who hasve long'd deeply once,and gtong'd 1in valin;

In the 1iprht of thia, his ovn experience, he was able
later to put his finger on thoae pssaages 1in G; Sand
that axpre=ssed his snd her mslsdy: Lelis crying, for
exanmple,"T grope in derknese, and my tired arme gZIrsep
nothing ssve delusive shadows, #nd for ten thousand
vears, aa the sole anaswer to my criee, =as the sole
comfort in my agony, I hear astir, over this esrth

., 5. *Ibid.,T. 15, 3Amours de VOVnge, TTT, 3,
A Summer Night. ©Tbid,
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scenuret, the despsiring sob of impotent sgcny. For ten
thonasnd vears T have cried in infinite spscs: Truth !
Truth ! For ten thouesand yeare infinite space keeps
snewering me Deaire, Desire, "?*

T™e effect of auch s condition 13 ennui—Tecpardi's
nein— 8 a'ate of melancholy. Tnto this state Arnold
sesems to have bean plunged dAbent 1842-3 and to have
remained to aome depgree for the next fifteen yesmrs, Fe
vng, of conrse, constitutionally dispc=sed to melanchcly,
and his predisvositicn was now reinforced ry his mode of
l11fe., !Yelanchkely came ss a naturaml resction sgesinst the
over-exertion of the mind, He =and his friends had
"hoads o'ertax'a"s

But mo many books thon readest,
Rut so msny schemes thou breedest,

But so¢ many wishes feedest,
That thy pcoor head almost turna?

He was tco miuch exercised over the finsl problems of the

nniveree:
Weary of myvself, and sick of asking
What T am, and what I ought to be,”

Pe had become, as he msakes Empedocles say of himself,
thought's slave', To complete his wearines= of spirit

came the influence of the onutside world:

+.1t 1= not sorrow, as I hear,
)\TOt quf‘f'er ’-ng’ s s 00 00
Ne: 'ti1a the gradusl furnace of the werld,
In whose hot air our spirits are upcurl‘'a,
Until they crumble, or else grow like steel—~

Tn David Grieve, Mra Humphry Ward outlines such a
stnte of mind, brcught on chiefly by religicuz deubts,
but alao partly by mental strain, in s mind a2 1deslistic
28 Arnold's, She calla this par%lcu1~r atste 'inter-
mitient melsncholia'., Her analvaiz of this state no
dourt oves acmething to her knowledge of her wuncle's
7outh,  However that may be, 1t was 1ntermittent melan-
cholis that fo11 on Arnold.

Jev comes and goes: hope ebbs sndi flovs
lLike the wave.,®

1 —
¥lK§Q_ESsays, George Sand, p. 324, *The Scholsar Cipsy.
mhe Second Fesf, #3el1f-Dependence., “Tristan snd Taeult,
8 _Fausta. A Juestion,
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Arnalda at*ribnu*ed *he asre atate of mind to Empedecles,
who, to e2:cepe from 1t, leaps 1nto *he creter of Etna:

veose The numbing cloud
i“euntg of f my soul: T feel 1t, T bresthe fres,
Ta 1t but for s moment °
Ah ! bo1il up, ve vaponurs !
Leep snd rosr, thou rea of firs !
My aoml glowas to meet you,
Ere 1t flsg, ere the miats
Nf despondency =and gloom
Rush over 1t again,
Receive me ! Save !

He de*earted the ssme maypy in Lucretius, snd the cauce
ef 1t: "The predominance of thcught, of reflection, 1in
mcdern epoche 18 not without 1ts penmltie=x; 1in the
unsound, 1n the overtasked, in the over-sensitive, 1t has
produced ths moest painful, the mc=at lsmentable reasulte;
1t har vrodnuced ,.... the feeling of depre==ion , the
feeline of ennui,"? And no deubt, 1f he had completed
his pcem on Iucretius, melancholy wonld hsve formed
anct*her of the mspects of his character to te portrayed,
Te effect of melanchely Arnold descrites sgmin
snd =ga1n 1n his pecems. The main characteristic 1s the
vanishing of lov, of yeuth, The werld becorea flat and
unprofitadle, Empedoclea, who 18 1n this the best
representative of Arnecld, 1s 1n revolt against the
world, the "swelling evil of hig time", so that "the times
look amd and dlack to him". He recslls his vcunger dsys

Then we could =till enioy, then neither thought
Nor ou*ward thinge were cloaed and dead to nus,
But we received the shock of mkghty thoughts
On simple minds with a pure natural joy;

And 1f the ancred losd oppress'd our brain,
We hmd the power to feel the prasaure ess'd,
The brow unbound, the thought flow free agaln,
In the dellghtrui commerce of the world,

Thia joyful time 1s gone, however, and he 13'dead to svery
natural joy'. "I only", he exclasims,

"hose apring of life 1s dried, whose spirit has fei1l'd—
I, vho have net, 1ike these, 1n solitude

Maintein'd ccurage snd force, and 1n ryself

Nure'd an irmortal vigour—I alone

Am dead to life snd joy; therefore I resd

Tn 211 things my own deadness.

I~
U

,’P. nlao the emsays on e, g. Gray snd E. de Gudrain.
On the Modern Element in Literature,
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With joy goes youth, It dies 'in the fires cof r:ngwnsh',L

the 'gradinel furnsce of the world',

Which kills 1n us the bloom, the youth, the spring—
Which lesves *he fierce necessity to feel,

Rut takes sway *the power—thias csn ave1l

Ry drying up our Jjoy 1in everything,

To make onr former plessures all ascem stsle?

prnold envied the Scholar Gipay becsuse of his freedom
from this
e.s. trange disesae of modern life,

With 1te eick hurry, 1its divided sims
Tts hemds o'ertax'd, i1ta palsied hearts,

He wearng him to svecid the modern 'mental =atrife', for, at
1ts contsct, '

«.. thy glad perennisl youth would fadse,
Fande, sand grow o0ld at last, and die like oura,

The cther main affect of melanchclis was the weskening
of the w111, The mind, divided and beset by doubt, can

arrive at no decision, It merely fluctustea, WMelancholy
ha g
Pealsied all our deed with doubt;®

Arneld 1s now one of thoae

Who fluctuste 1dly without term or scope

* o . L) . . L] L] L4

Who never deeplv felt, or clearly will'd,
Vhoae 1naight never has borne fruit 1in deeds,
Whose wemsk resolvea never have teen fulfill'd;

. . . . . . . . . .

Vho hesitate and falter 1life sway,“

e hna st111
ees... the 0ld unqguiet breast
That neither desdens into rest
Nor ever feels the fiery glow )
That whirls the spirit from itself sway,”

He admits:

Our tsane, disguise 1t =s we may o
Ts weaknesas, 1s a faltering course,

iiﬁ ﬁa&a;ﬁyganbho. 2Trigtan and JTseult, 17T, 30bermsnn

', 3hce VMore, #The Scholsr Gipay, =A Summer Night.

e e 3 T i

Coursge,
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The protctyvpe ¢f his fluctusting will he found in
Hamlet, armlet, frem an attitude to 1ife very asimilar
to his o¥n, showed him clearly his own tendencies, his
own melsncheolv, his own weaknesgs, hig own insction, Tt
wng g the creator of Hesmlet, more than in any other wsy,
that Shmkespesre inavired the fsmous sonnet, and the

lines:
A11 neins the immortal spirit must endure,

A11 weakness that impseirs, 211 griefs that bdow,
Find their scle voice in that victorioue brow.

Hamlet repressented the modern tendency of whichk Arnold, 1in
his youth, knew himself the victim,—the growing-pains of
a modern spge, Tt wag ",.. the dislogue of the mind with
1tself" which "hae commenced; ..... we hear ..... the
doubts, we witneas the discouragement , of Hamlet and of
Faust."t0f this doubt snd discouragement Arnold, 1in his own
poetry, intended Empedocles to be a representative>
Himself vacillating in this wsy, Arnold admired thcse
characters who hed what he hsd not, snd who knew what they
wented snd went etrnight to their gosml, those 'sterner
Apirits’,
"ho, though the tendence of the whole
Thev le== than us might recognire,
Kept, more thsan us, their strength of aoul?

Cato, whe took hia llfe'dauntlessly@ Byron, becanuse

..... in snguish, doutt, desire,
Thy fiery cournge still was strong.

Wellington, vho
Ssw one clue to 11fe and follow'd 1t ¥
the Scholsr Gipsy, who likewise had

.... 0ne sim, one business, one desire,

being "born in dsva when wita were fresh and clesr,”
Arnold could , in this, sdmire even the men of the world,
¥ho had at lemst the power and energy of decision,

Who, with such paasionste_zenal
Are, what we mean to be,

T, too, he sava Agaln,

"ave prais'd the keen, unscrupulous course,
Vhich knews no doubt, which feels no fear.,°

' pr f-a.c to a5 . vi, 2Tbid, 3Coursge, #To the
ﬁ%ﬁ_ ?%%n}%—l"‘}n. ﬁmg Werld and the Quietist,

Witzerlana; arewell,




Arncld 3 melsnchcly wes probably never sa desp ns that
£ Leepnrdi or Sensnceur, Of the Gipay Child by the

Qea-ghore, he =ava, mesking light of 1t:

Glocma that g¢ deep mss thine T have not known:
Mocda of fantsatic sadness, nothing worth,'

And outwerdly he wesa at1ll able to preserve his banter,
his 'tli*he and detonmir' sttitude, William Wordaworth,
(@randson of the poet) for example, writes to Cratt
Robinaon, ss late ss 1858, "It seems to me that these
voung gentlemen who sre as melancholy =8 night, and kick
under the burden of life.... seem aufflclently resigned
and proaperous when one msets them," 2 And even 1in 'the
deep wide =es of misery', there was many a green 1isle,
There waa sleep, and work, snd the sen=es,

The Guide of our dark steps s triple veil

Betwixt our sensea and our sorrow keeps:
Hath sown, with cloudlese passsges, the tale
0f srief, and emss'd nug with a thoudand sleeps?

%

.

'To n Gipay Child by the Sem-shore., 2 Correapondsnce of
“Iabb ?ob1n§on with the Wordaworth Circle,(dE. J. Morley),
Pp. 895.4 3To » Gipsy Child.




. §:. OBERMANN,

Mm1s cher Obermann, 1s pensée, l'imagination et le
coenr aont aufflsqyent en accord et en dquilitre, dans
ce aens que leur dtat de souffrance réciprogue et de

tirsillement aourd peut durer et s'éterniser, Aussi
Obermann eat-11 le vrai type permsnent de la situstion

moralg dont René nous figure svec 1déalisation un
moment

Sainte-Beuve, Chatesubrisnd et aon
Grouve littéraire,
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Arnocld's first approach to heslth out of this depreas-
ed and tangled state wsg stoicism, He found himaelf
checked on every hand ty eventa snd thinga, subject to =
melsdy he did not yet fully understand, snd unable to find
sny fixed moint on which to take his stand. The best he

could do waa to endure: to tryv to reconcilse himself to
*he nature ¢f thinge and to suffer atoicelly what he

conld not mend, VFHe megked therefeore to te given the
w1ll "to neither strive nor cry"® He tried to sttsin to
the c¢s1lm of nesture, to find and follow the lsw of his
own being, ns the forces of nature did theira, and to
rancunce desirea which were not in conformity waith the

trne needs of his beln§.
e made scquaintance esrly with the stoic Epictetus,

vrobably 1ust after the desth of his fsther 1in 181°2:

Who prop, then sek'at, in these bBad daye, my mind ?

. - . . L] [ ] . L] . [ L] .

ach- he, whose frierdship T not long since won,
That helting slsave, who in Nicopolis
Teaught Arrien, ,...... 2

Shakespesre he sdmired as ocut-topping knowledge and the
1lls of men, a true stoic, but without the suffering of

the stoic: eelf-secure,

#11 pmins the 1mrortsl spirit must endure,
11 wemkneas that impairs, all griefs that bow,
Find their sole voice in that victorious brow,3

He asks of the Gipey-child, also victorious over the 1lls
of 1life:

Te thine *he calm of stoic souls, who weigh

Llre well, sand find 1t wanting, nor deplore:

But 1in disdsinful silence turn sway,

Stend mute, self-centred, stern, and dresm no more ?4

'n 1855 he recslled how the last poem of Emily Rronté,
(1R46) the poem of = stoic, roused him with a call to
Erester independence and coursge 1n his wavering courae,
the poem beginning "No cowsrd coml 1a mine", "And She",-
he saya, "whose soul

l“—-‘—-e
Linea: Writ*on in Kensington Gardens. 25onnet: To m Friend. > Shakesheare.

pre
T0 A Gipay-Child, HewerthShurehyard,




Knew no fellow for might,

Paa=3icn, vehaemence, grief,

Daring, =ince Ryron died,

Thst world-fem'd Son of Fire; She, who =ank
Baffled, unknown, self-coneum'd;

¥heoese toc bold dying song

Sheok, like m clarion-blast, my soul.?

; This period in Arnold's life, from spproximetely
1843 to 1”48, weasg known tc his friends by the name of
the rmodern stoic to whon especially he hsd receourse, —
Sensncecur, the suthor of Obermsnn, "With Renan to =es¢
Sainte-Beuve, .... " sayes Grant-Duff . "We tmlked of
manv thinge; of Mst, Arnold snd his Obermsnn periced."
Arnecld lster spnatrophised him sae

Thon master c¢f my wandering vouth?2

“He imsrines Sénancceur addressing him in the stsnza:

"Arid 1s 1t then," he cried, "sc long
Held tv the warld, which we

Loved not, who turneet from the throng
Fack to thy vouth and me 2" 4

This period waa mt 1tas height 1n 1846, when Arncld meade
n vie1t to France, calling on George Sand at her home at
Nohant, and then travelling cver to Switzerlsand =and
Obermann's €cuntry, He was "voysgeant ens$u%g§e et y
amivent 1a trace 4'Obermann",® For Obermandﬁﬁbre to him
aasocinted, as he wrcte to Sminte Reuve: " ... 1'idée
que j'a1 de lui se liant toujours dans mm pensée avec
celle de 1s Suisse frangaise."®

Obermann aummed up in himself more completely than
any other the romantic maladies to which Arncld was at
th1s time subiect, He rose sbove them, sz Arncld wes now
trying to do, by his stoicism. He wss, next to Goethe
and Wordaworth, the only modern spirit who had attsined
to "see his way"_to interpret the troubled sage in which
he 1ived =nd sttempt » =solutiocn:

The hcpeless tangle of our sge—
Thon too hast =zcann'd 1t wellf

He was "leg vre1 tvpe permsnent"?of the romsntic melan-
chely and the romsntic =toicism,

Vaworth Churchyard. 2Sir 1, E, Grant-Duff, Note= from =
Diary, T, wWe=®E, °29-30, >Obermann once Mgre, +Ibid,

Sminte Beuve, Chatesubriand et son Groupe lattérmare,
qT. 355, ©Ibid. 1The Author of "Obermsnn", € Tbid.
Sainte Beuve, op, cit., I. 341,
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Senancenur, like Arnold, hsad bepun with unworldlineass,
nitchad his 1demla toc high, been driven to despmar,
rebellion and escnape, and when his 1desla fell short, he
wnas left with melsncholy and empty desire, Arnold
reocel1ls his vounthful debt to himbohis :

ceee... 8nd, tranguil 1lore.

pAenin T feel 1ta words inspirse
Their mournful calm-—serene,
Yot tinged with i1nfinite desire
For all that might have been,

The harmony frcm which man awsrved
VMade hia l1fe's rule once more !

The nniverassl crder gerved !
Earth hanvier than before ! %

Ryt Obermann, 1n his melsnchely, wss composed, ns Arnold
had not then lesrned to become:

Immovedle thou sitteat; atill

Az dea*th; compon'd to bear.

Thy head 18 clear, thy feeling chill—
And 1cy thy despair.?

For refuge frem the world Obermann hsd fled to a solitary
11fe with Nature, From Nature he had set himself to learn
resignation, impasssivity, calm, So the refuge of Nature
cvéened to Arncld, In Reeignaticn he expresced this
attitude to Nature snd 1tas lesson for man:

Erongh, we live:—sand 1f s 11fe,
With largze results 2o little rife,

Thiengh bearable, seem hardly worth
This pemp of worlds, this pain of birth;

Yot , Fauatn, the mute turf we tresd,
The solemn hills around us apresd,
This stresm that falla i1nce3asntly,
The strange-scrawl'd rocks, the lcnely sky,

If T might lend their life = voice,
Seem to basr rather than releoice,

0f the hille, he =avs

Their joy 1s 1n their calm,®

Obermann snd his stoiciem, then, served Arneld for
s time. DBut ag he returned to his works in 1849, when he
had himgelf largely risen out of the mood of melancholy,
he felt that Obermann's wss not a natural or heslthy calm,
Obermsnn Once More., >1bid, >Fsded Leaves; On the Rhine,
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T turn thy leavesa: 1T feel their bresth
Once more uncn me roll;

The air of languour cold and denth
Which brocded o'el thv soul’

There 18 no comfort in Obermsann, no help for those 1in
doubt:

Flv hence, nocr Wretch,whoe'sr thon art,
Cendemn'd to cast sbout,

A1l shipwreck ain thine own wesk heart,
For comfort from withonut:

A fever 1n these pages turns
Rgne«th the cnalm they feign;
» wonnded human aparit turns
Here on 1its bed of pain,'

Through his werks

There soba T know not what groung tone
Of hummn sgony, '

Rut the final meesnge of Obermann was not the

arony and desveir, the melancholy snd stoicism whgeh
Arncld mt this time found in him, It wsa not the negative
but the pesitive side of him to which Arnold remained
sttached, tha high 1deals, the unworldlinese, More than
811, 1t woq to the Joy and hope which Obermann desired but
ra1led to attain, Senancour, wrote Arnold long after,"a
little known but profound French meralist, ..... has
#91d sdmirebly: 'The aim of man 1s to augment the
feeling of jfov, ....'".2 So Sensncour exhorts him in his
manhocd: ,

n .

"What 3t11]1 of strength 1s leoft, employ,

That end to help men g=in:

One mighty wave of thought and Joy

Lifting menkind smain 1" 3

Tatersture and Nogmm, Grant-Duff records, wae presentsd
*o him Yv the author, with the 1nqcr1p*1on "ITn memory
of Obermann".# Literature snd Dogma wna s contribution to
the weve of thcought and joy It 1s no sccident, then,
that Arnold put in the mouth of Obermann the vereea
*hat expreass many of his most fundamental 1demss ¢n his
own mge and 1ts tendencies, snd what hops there wns for
the future, Tt 1s Obermnnn too, who forecesta the
r911g1on of the future,

'Stanzse 1n Memory of ...."6bermann," 2ILsst Easnve oOn
Church and Religion, p. >Obermann Once More.
Grant-Dnff,~ Out of the Past, 11, 85,




Alone, =elf-pcised, henceforward man
'net lsbour; muat resign

His a1l too human creeda, and scen
Simplv the way divine,/

Rut even with smuch a positive element 1in his
attitade, Oberwmann and his stoicism had no sufficient
cure for Arncld's 11la, He had only =a certsin 'fellow-
ship of mcod'|, sincerity, a love cf nsture, and the
nower of endursnce, Arnold must bid him s regretful and
affecticnete farewell,

tnd thew, amd Guide, =adien !

T go; Pn*te drives me: but I lesve
Falf of my life with vou.*

————. —

I
Obermann Once More, Stanzne ,.... "Obermsnn",




q { MYSTICISM,

On the mind's lonely hill-top lying,
T saw man's 1life go by like a dbreath,

Newbolt,



q -, MYSTICISM,

A 11t*1a 1ster, probashly shout 1847-89, Arncld shows
n decided vein of myeticiam, This attitmde 1a partly
collateral with the stoical, and partly 1ts sequel, 1its
extreme, The evila of the finite world Arnold revolted
sgainat: and where revolt was ineffective, he muat neéds
anffer astoiceally, But where eacape wess open, he took 1t:
and mysticiam waa an eacape. Tt was an ercape 1into his
own mind, hia own 1deals, At the same time 1t was a union
with the Abaolute, the All, counter-bslancing his 1impat-
1ence with all finite thinga which had betrayed his hopes
snd had sent shock after ashock agminat his i1demlism—the
infinite in which all 1deals are realized, all perfection
attained,

*Nothing finite 1s true," asys Amiel, "1s interesting,

18 worthy to fix my ettention., All that 18 varticular 1is
exclusive, and all that 1s exclusive repels me, Thers 1s
nothing non-excluaive but the All; my end is communion with
Being through the whole of Being."! Therse 1s 11t%tle doudbt
that 1t was from this =ngle that mysticism chiefly attract-
ed Arnold, "The desire for the all," he mays 1in his essay
on Amiel,"the impatience with what 1s partial and l1imited,
the fascinstion of the infimte..... It 1s a prosaic mind
which haa never been in contact with 1dess of this sort,
never felt their charm,"

Tn these mocda the only reality which remained to
Arnold wsa the reslity of his own mind and of the All of
which hig mind wms s fragment, The external world bec=me
his dream, losing 1ta subatantiality. In 1849, for
example, he entertsina this view as one alternstive
theory of the nsture of the world—a asort of mysaticsl
1dealrgm:

Tf, 1n the silent mind of One all-pure,
At firat immgain'd lay
The ascred world; and by orocession surs
From thoze at1ll desps, 1n form and colour drest,
Seascna nlternating, and night and day,
The long-mused thought to north, south, esst and wesat
Tcok then 1ta mll-seen way:

teeese. O waking on Life'a atream !

By lonely pureneaa to the all-pure Fount

(Cnly by this thou canat) the colour'd dream
Of Ti1fe remount,?

ey

:mel’ Journal (*rans. Mre H, Ward.) p. XXIV,
N _Utrumque Parstusa.




The world, the ‘long-mused thought', becomes for his
mind, as 1t was for the infinite mind, an 1ides, dependent
on the mind for 1its reslity. Eut Arnold retained sufficient
contact with 1t to contemplate from his height the spectacle
of the world as 1t unrolled itself before him. The world

..... ROGMS
To 116 hefore ns 1ike a land of dreams.,>
T™is attitude Clough calla pictoriml-neaa, "Pictoriml-ness]
he save, " yes; that, when 1t becomes s wonderful vision of
211 thinga, 1s “the 'Spirit of the Universe'. The pictor-
1al sttitude 18 not a good one for one's continuoiue life,
but for a sesson it tranaporta one out of reality." 2 The
poet 1a the grest geer, and 1s therefore moat nearly 1in
contact with the universe, and at the same time most trans-
ported ~ut of reality. To Arnold, in 1849, or 1850, Goethe
typified thise attitude:

And he was happy, 1f to know
Canaesa of thinga, and far below
Hig feet to see the lurid glow
Of terror and insane distre=e,
Mnd hesdlong fate, be hapvinesas,?

Arnold nc doubt thought also, as Clough did, of the famous
lines of Tucretinuse;

Suave, mari magno turbsntibus smequora ventis
@ terra msgnum altering spectare laborem; .....~

Tn his first scqueintance with Goethe at Oxford, Arnold
had been forcibly affected by a passamge 1in Carlvle's
tranalation of Wilhelm Meister, dealing with the 1dea of the
voet and poetry, The tranalation emphaaizes,still more
than the original, the 1dea of the poet as geer, or spectator
ralised nhove the conturbstions of humanity, Wilhelm Meister
after apesking of the discontent of most men, assys:" Now fate

has examlted the Poet above all this, ss 1f he were a god,
He views the conflicting tumult of the paseinna; sees families

and kingdome rsging in airlesa commotion; seea those i1nexplic -
ahle enigmms of misunderstanding .... occasioning convulelon «
umtterably btaneful." 5 Not only doee he ses the wide world,

but alao the paat and the future. Arnold, with this paseage

In his mind, describes the poet sa apectsator of all time

and a1l exparience, He )

.Sees, 1in gome great-hiatoried 1and,
A ruler of the people atand;

[
4%Qﬁu;§gggp. *Remsins, p. 170, *vemorial Verses.
U8 Rerum Naturs, IT, 11.4-2. ? Qﬂ"'l‘/u’s !’rc\msiahbn,(‘(g]-?)’i. ©9.
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gees his strong thought in fiery flood
Roll through the heaving multitude;

@ o o o ] . . [ . .

surveva each hanpy group that fleets,
To1l ended, through the shining streets;

() . * . . . . »

He sess the gentle stir of bairth
When morning purifies the earth;

He lemns upon s _gate, and sees
The pasturgs and the’quiet trees,

Lean'd on his gate, he gares: tears
Are 1n his eyes, and 1n his ears
The murmur of s thousand years:

Before him he sees life unroll,
» plascid =and continuous wholse;*

frnold had slready used this , or s similsr, 1des,in The
Stroyed Reveller, There the gods have this power of
vigion,

The Goda are hanpy.
They turn on all sides
Their shining eyes:
And see,below them,
The earth, and men,

He returned to it again in Balder NDemd. "n Balder's death,
0din rode sway

To Lidakialf, and sate upon his thronse,
The Mount, from whence his eye surveys the world.

And far from Heaven he turned his shining orba
To look on Midgard, and the earth, and men

The grestest poets have also this porer of vision, Homer,
though blind, 1s
. +.es the 014 man, who, cleareat-asonl'd of men,
Saw the Wide Proapect, end the Asian Fen,
And Tmolus' Hill, and Smyrna's bay,?

Sophocles
.. aaw l11fe standily and asw 1t whole}

¥ith the Gods, the poet escapes from the 'iron round' of
l1fe. He 1s met free from the power of the moment, from

e SN

Resignation, >Sonnet: Who prop .... % bid
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pag3ion, from Chance, from the 'busineas’of men. So he
gaine a 'rant security', He escaves through his power of
vision, his 1lncidity of soul. To live trulv, he muat have
wide vision. He must 3tand apart from life, a spectator,
viewing li1fe truly becsnse he aubduea his own feelinga and
eners18a to acsan Nature and Man, So he 'drswas homeward to
the genersl 1ife' by rencuncing hie own,>

The poet, then, has from the Gods vision, as they
have themaelvea: but he has also, as the Gods, who sre
happy, have not, the pain of everything he sees. We hawm
‘borne immottal pains', Through his guicksr sensihility
he fesla deeply.

.... 8uch a prica
The Gods exact for song;

To become what we sing.?

Thia , then, 18 the attitude of 'pictorial' nmyaticism
which, Arnold eavs, lends 1tself well to noetry.’ Along with

this, Arnocld also adopted naturally some of the spparstus
of mysticism, what Clcugh calls his "rehabilitsted Hindoo-
Greek theosophv"* Tt contained, of course, the anima mundi
or acnl of the world, as one of i1ta fundamental ideas, Of
this world-sonl, individuals are merely fragmenta or in-
cernationa, During 1ife, these are separated by their
finiteness, but they- long to be remnited in the All, from
which they came,

For surelv once, they feel, we were
Parts of a single continent,®

For at that time,

Long, long since,undower'd yet, our spitit
Roam'd ere birth, the tremsuries of God:“

Hence their resl affinity, real though often concealed:

Yot we ahall one day gmin, l1fe peat,
Clear prospect o'er our being's wholse;
Shell see ourselves, snd lesrn st laast
Our true sffinities of =oul,

L) * . . . .

And we, whoae ways were unlike hsre,

May then more neighbouring courses ply;
May to each other bs brought near
And greet across infinity,

—~———,

5951 nation. *The Strayed Reveller. *E. in C.,°nd meries,
.GEEE%T_ﬂ’Fbmaln8, P. 373, °Switzerland: lsolamtion.
Selr-hecept1on.




Wow sweet, unreach'd by earthly Jsars,
My sister ! to behcld with thes

The hush amongz the shining stars,

The cmalm upon the moonlit sesa.

Tn 11fe, however, 1individuala remain sevarste, finite;

A God, a God, their aeverance rul'd;
And bade between their shores to be
The unplumb'd, 8alt, estranging sea.?

They remain ignorant of each other:

And what heart knows snother °
Ah ! who knowa his own @3

But the real and underlying affinity remains. The whole
conception 18 Goethe's, 1Inhia £Pragment uber Nie Natur:,
which Arncld mmust have studied very carefully, Goethe savs,
apeaking of Nature, "Sie macht Kliifte zwischen allen
Wesen, und alles will sich verschlingen, Sie hat alles
13011rt, um alles zusammen zu ziehen,"

This Hindoo-Gresk theosophy implies also pre-
existence:

... bafore we woke on enrth, we were.”

AMfter desth, the tranamigration cf sounls:

eo.. the sounl
Which now 1s mine, nmust re-attsin
Tmmanity from my control,

#nd wander round the world sgain;?®

and immortalaty,

Tn the sounding labour-house vast
0f being, ©

but perhaps not for all:

No, no ! the energy of life may be

Ke t on after *he grave, but not begun;
he who flagg'd not i1in the esrthly qtrlfe,

From strength to strength advancing—only he,
His gonl well-knit, and »11 hia bsttles won,
Mounts, and that hardly, to eternal 1ife.’

———

Swltzerland~ A Farewell. 2Tbid.:Taolstion. *Toid.:Parting.

Selr-ﬂecegtlg ‘Faded T.eavea:; The River. “Rugby Chapel.
Immortalaty.
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Rut Arncld reslized the dangers of this view of 1life.
Fe knew 1ts vaslue, but i1ts value lay partly in 1ts temporary
nature, Jt wae s halting-plsce, on the right road; 1t was
one of several at*itudes to be held simultaneously, But
1f treated sz permanent or sllowed = monopoly, it was
fatal, Both Clough and Arnold record their sense of this
danger. Such 1deas, wrote Arncld, "lend themselves well to
poetry, but what are we to say of their value ag 1deas to
ve lived with, dilsted on, made the governing 1dieas of 1li1fe?
Except for use 1in passing, and with the power to dismiss
them again, they are munprofitsble," ) Clough saya, " As to
mysticism, to go along with 1t even counter to fact and to
renson may sometimes be tempting, though to do so would
take me right away off the terra firms of practicable duty
and business into the 1imbo of unrevealed thinga, the
forbidden terra 1incognita of vague hopes and hypothetical
agpirations, But when I lose my legs, T lose my head; I
am gse1zed with apiritual vertigo and mesgrims unutterable."?
Towsrds the end of hia 11fe, Arnold wrote of Amiel 1in similar
terme, "2Amiel waa psarmlyaed by living in these 1deas of 'vague
aspiration and indeterminate desire', of 'confounding his
peraonal life 1n the general 1ife', by feeding on these
1denas, tresting them ms august and precions, and filling
hundreds of pmges of Journal with them, He was paralysed
by 1t, he became impotent and miserable." Arnold alao
criticized his own peems of this period, in these =ame
sdjectives, vague snd indeterminate.?

The pictorial or mystical view, then , had charm, lent
1tself to poetry, and served as a atsge towaris a lster,
rore positive development, Tt allowed Arnold to retsin his
1denla, —realized 1n the All 1f not on earth-—and therefore
to reassume some sort of positive attitude to the univerase,
Tn doubt, 1t wes something to cling to, It sheltered his
ambivalence, by sllowing him to be thua at one with the
world, the soul of the world, through poetic vision, and
vet to remain hostile to particular sspects of 1t which
d1d not accord with his ideals,

But his melancholy remsined, hieg doubte, his ambivalence,

J18 nature wag sti1ll a bsttle-ground of unruly impulaes,
unharmomyed, flesh warring agsinat spirit, the worlad
againat the soul, For these,myaticism was no cure, Tt was
8t111 too far removed from everyday life and prsctice. He
¥ae 8t1l1l, a0 far as he took the myatic view, out of touch
¥ith the concrete world, too much concerned with his own
mnd amd 1ts 1deals, and too little concerned with the
object and the nnture of things.

——

i .
,k1n C.,°nd aeries, Amiel., >Prose Remsins,pp. 120-1.
Unpub, LeHers, . |1€ .




0. WORDSWOATH,



(0. WORDSFORTH.

Under cover of his pictorial view, and eide by side with
1t, there began to develop the variona concrete and positive
forces which were to bring Arncld to his finsl equilibrium,
Although in 1tself abstract, and to some extent withdrawn
into the subjec*ive world, ‘pictorisl-ness' waa yet com-
patible, through poetry, with a return of interest in the
externsl universe, of which i1t was a vision, For s time,
too, 1t set aside his religious queationing by giving him
some sort of interpretation of life, temporary though 1t
might be, He had thus a respitse dquring which to set 1in
order his other trouvles and internal conflicts, and at

the aame time gained confidence that s true religious
orientstion wenld come with time,

In this way the yvear 1848-——he hsd just reached the age
of °5—marks for Arnold the beginning of a new time, He
himgelf certainly seems so to have thought, conaidering the
previous yesara aa too negative and unprofitable to be of
any value, except perhaps for the formation of hie own
character and as a stsge in the evolution of his more
mature attitude and i1deas, It was presumadbly for thie
reason that—probsbly st hisa own wish—hisg letters begin
with the year 1842,

Tn the few yesrs immediately following, also, signs
of growing clearness and confidence begin to appear. In
1849, for example, he was getting "more of a distinct
fesling as to what T want to resad."'Tn 1853, apeaking of
Sohrab and Rustum, he wrote, "I .... never felt so sure
of mpself."2 The following year he expresased "a stronger
desire than usual not to vacillate snd be helpless, but to
do my duty"? He remarked that "To make a hah1¥ua1 war on
depregsion and low apirits, which i1n one's esrly youth one
18 apt to indulge and be somewhat interested in, 1is one of
the things one learns aa one gets older. They are noxious
alike to body and mind, and already psrtake of the nature
of desth,"”* Finally, "the hour of sgony and r gsed
away ?or her [Geo¥ée Sand] as°1ta%ga§eg awa§V?3§ ’ggthe,
a8 1t passes away for their readers likewise, Tt Passee sway
and does not return; .... " °

The first stage in this recovery was the recapture of
2N 1nterest in the finite, concrete world., The cure 18 that
Which 18 prescribed for Empedocles:

But lesd haim through the lovely mountain paths,
And keep his mind from preying on 1tgself,
And talk to him of things at hand and common.’

Such an interest in cormon things Arnold had slways pre-
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aqerved 1n poetry., The practice of poetry had done much to
maintain for him s positive and stable sttitude during his
worat period of doubt, melancholy, and atoicism. For
poetry must desl with the concrete world in a positive way,
¥hile all cther truths totter and fall, the truth of poetry
remaine, It 18 stable. Poetry i1a unaffected even ry the
negative thevries of the poet, in so far as 1t must be the
expression of s positive, not a negative, attitude to life,
It 1mpl:es a judgment that 1life, or some of 1t, 1s besutiful
It 18 further an eacape from the ugliness, the iron round,
of 11fe, a8 mysticism 1s: snd yet 1t mainteins concrete
contact with 11fe, as mysaticiam doea not,

To the power of poetry were now, sbout 1847-8, =dded
geveral other nowers, which together completed the process
of restoring Arnold's mind to i1ts equilibraium with the world
and which at the aame time solved the conflicts and divieions
by which 1t had boen beset, Ofthe chief of these powers was
Wordsworth, Wordsworth had himself passed through a similar
atage of development. He had begun with high hecpes and a
prospect of their early fulfilment, through the French
Revolution,

France 3tanding on the top of golden hours
And human nature seeming born sgailn,

He had, like Arncld,’ ssen these hopes shattered, and had
passed into a state where he yielded up moral questions 1n
despair., He had finally been restored to moral amd mentsl
health, to his true e6lf, by three main influences, Nature,
Poetry, and his sister Dorothy. In reality, he had not been
altered fnrther

Than ags a clouded or s waning moon,

The Prelude, in which appeared some sccount of this
development, waa not published till just after his death 1in
1850, But Wordaworth hed, =as early as 1845, taken Arnold
"under his special protection"} and , no doubt, Arnold was
acquainted, directly or indirectly, with the subject-matter
of the Prelude. In 1849, at any rate, Arnold classed
Vordeworth with Goethe snd Senancour, as the only modern
writer who had both undergone the same mental disease as
himself—romanticism—and had also found for i1t a satis-
factory, or st least s working, solution, Wordaworth had
attained to "mee his way"? He found his cure in Nature and
the simple primery affections of those who live in contact
with Nature. There he found joy. But he won joy at *he
coat of giving up the problems of thought,which had been
Inrgely responsible for his melancholy. He had "retired
into a monsatery" 3

I
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But Wordaworth's eyes avert their ken
From half of human fate;}

g0 far as he went, however, Wordaworth wes a physician. His
poetry 1s grest, Arnold says, "becanse of the extraordinary
power with which Wordaworth feela the joy offered to us 1in
nature, the Jjoy offered to us in the simple primary affect-
1ons and duties; and because of the extraordinary power with
which, 1n case after csse, he shows us this jov, and renders
1t 80 as to make us share 1t.

"The sonrce of ki loy from which he thus drsws 1s the
truest and most unfailing source of joy sccesaible to man,
It 18 also accessible nniveraally." >

Tt was 1n thie wav that Vordsvorth had snpesled to
John Stnart 11!, He had re-ovened, or perhaps simply
opened, the channel of hia emotions, his deligh* 1in *the
simple primary affections and in nature, after s youth
devoted entirely to the one-sided exerciae of the ressoning
facnlties,®> Now, he re-opened this channel for Arnold
after a aimilar over-exertion and melancholy.

He apoke, mnd looe'd our heart in tesrs”

This 18 Wordaworth's "healing power", Arnold had esrly
felt the vower of Nsture:
ee.. 1n my helplesa cradle T
¥nq bresthed on by the rural Pan.$

He had loat the feeling of delight in Naturs, ao long as he

lay nnder the cloud of melancholy, He had cried to Neturs
to renew her influence:

"Ah, once more,” T cried,"ye Stars, ye Vsters,
On my heart vour mighty chsrmerenew,"“

It wea Wordaworth who effected this renewsl.

He 1m1d na ~a we lsy st birth

On the cool flowery lap of earth,

Smiles broke from ua, snd we had easme;

The hilla were round ua, snd the hreeze
Went o'er the eunlit fielda sgain;

Our forehemds felt the wind and rain,

Our youth rsturn'd; for there was shed

On apirits that had long been dead,

Spirits dried up and early¥ closely furl'd,

Por The freshness of the early world,’

+«-.., he wag a prieat to us all
0f the wonder and bloom of the world,
~—Vhich we saw with his eyves, and were glad.’

!

?ﬂﬂlﬁﬂp- *E. 1n 0., °nd aeries, Wordaworth. 3M11,
obiography,  *Wemorial Verses, SLines Written in Kensing-
uﬂLﬁiEQﬂQf. ®3¢1f-Dependence. ’Memorial Verses. *Ib1id.




Nature renews the freahness and the joy of yeuth, when

the world haa caught the spirit in its hot ahrivelling
2D,

Bre ?n The Youth of Msn, Arnold calle to Nature to pre-

gorve 1n man this spirit of vouth and 1ts delight 1in the

world. He cries to Nature:

Make, oh, make yourselves felt

To the dving spirit of yonuth |

Come, like the breath of the spring,
Leave not s humsn soul

To grow 0ld in darkness and pain.

Only the living can feel you:
But lesve us not while we live,

Nature, then, 1s one sntidote to the overstrsain of thought
imposed by the modern mge, Tt reatorea yonth; and 1t
irawa outwsard the self-tormenting mind of man, estabdlishing
s healthy balsnce between the mind and tts obiect,
Arnold's re-born delight in Nature suffered a shock
on the death of Wordsworth., Fe felt aa 1f the delight
were dependent on the man who had restored it, snd with
hig death
... darkness returns to our eyes=,

He surmounts the shock, however, and disperses the dark-
ness, The joy of Nature 1s indevendent of the pcets who
act a3 her interpretera:

"They are dust, they sare changed, they ars gone.
T remsain."

Arnold had now permanently recaptured his early delight in
Natnre, Now mgain he can enjoy continuously and unhampered
the countryside of Laleham or Oxford or Mmbleside.s Now
3gain he can enjoy the "great delight of the year, fly-
fishing" ,1n the asclitude of the mountsins;

Scarce fresher 1a the mountsin sod,

Where the tired angler liea, atretch'd out,
And, ensed of basket and of rod,

Counts his dsy's apoil, the apotted tronut.?

Yow again h1s emotions flow freely. He reslizea the value
ggi?g primary emotions, which depend othe aimple things
8,

Ta 1t 80 small a thing

To have enjoy'd the sun,

To have lived light in the asvring,

To have loved, to have thought, to have done;*

T
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Aamong the chief primary emotiomns that restored Arncld's
joy 1n life and diapersed the clouds of melancholy was
love, He had fallen 1in love by 1849, 1f not earlier, with
lucy Wightman, to whom he wags marr1ed in June, 1851,

Tn two »vas=nges he refers to the effect of being 1n
love on such a atate of mind ss his own then wae, Some-
times, he says, though rarely,

When our world-deafen'd ear

Ts by the tonea of a lov'd voice careasn'd—

A bolt 18 shot back somewhere in our breast

And a lost pulse of feeling atirs agsin:

The eye einke inward, and the heart lieas plein,

And what we mean,we sny,and what we would, we know,*

Again, looking back msny yesrs later: "Every one knows,"

he saya,"how being 1in love changea for the time = man's
spiritusl atmosvhers, and makes snimation and buoysncy
where before there was flatness and dulnesa, One may even
gay that this 13 the resson why being in love 1a so popular
with the whole humsn race,—becsnuse 1t relieves in 8o

irresistible and delightful s manner the tedium or depression

of common-nlace human 11fa, And not only does 1t change
the atmosohers of our spirits, making air, light, and
movement where before was atagnation and gloom but 1t also
senaibly and powerfully increases our facu1t1eq of action..
ees. Thig, T any, we learn from the anslogy of *‘he most
everydsy experience;—that s powerful attachment will give
» man spirite and confidence which he could by no means
¢sll up or cemmand of himself; and that in this mood he can
do wonders which would not be vpossible to him without it "2

' The Buried Life, »St, Paul and Proteatantiam, pp., 61-°.







GOETHE,

Tt wam to Goethe, more than to any other single
infilnence, that Arnold owed his recovery, Goethe had the
width of view and acquaintance with i1deas that were lacking
to Wordsworth, He knew and held the key to all Arnold's
tronbles, religious, mentsl and moral, It wes Goethe, Max-
Miller wrote, who "helped him to soar, where others toiled
and sighed,"3 Arnnld 414 not, he adn1§ted, ever hove to
reach Goethe's pinnacle of detsched serenity, where he sat
in Olympian 180lation, asking no love and expecting none,

And Goethe's course few sons of men
May think to emulate,>

For Arnold conld not dispense with affection and love., His
need of affection, the result of hia affectionate home-1l1fe,
led him to sacrifice grest prospects in politics or
diplomacy, in order to marry. He alao =sw and marked clear-
1y Goethe's fanlts, But, with these sllowances, he found
in Goethe the man most fitted to hring him out of the
osc1llsating confusion in which he then lay.

In a letter to hie mother on May 7, 1R48, he wrote,
*I have besn returning to Goethe's Life, and think higher
of him than ever. WVis thorough sincerity—writing about
nothing that he had not experienced—1s in modern liter-
ature almoat unrivalled." On July 29, 1849,he 1s again
occupied with Goethe's Life, TIn Janusary, 1851, he had
rend the ccrreaspondence with Frsu von Stein, was reading
the lettere to Tavater, and talked of getting those to
Mguste zu Stolberg, At the mame time he sent to his
sister, Jane, a3 m vresent, Goethe's Tasso,

Tn Goethe, and especially 1in hia Dichtung und Wahrheit,
and his Gesprache (Eckermann), Arnold recognized s kindred
temperament, Goethe showed every one of his own tendencies,
There wee the game impressionability, the same intensity, the
sameé inastisble desire for experience, the eame artistic
leanings towsrds simplicity , poetry, disinterestsdness,
the aame conflict between bodv and soul, medimeval and modern,
leading to the same religicus doupt and melancholv. Goethe's
descripticn of hia own general atate just before writing
Werther, would exactly fit Arncld; "We have haere to do with
those whose 11fe 11 embit*ered by a want of action, 1nhhe
midat of *he most peacefnl circumstances in the world,
throngh exapgzerated demandas upon themselves," Tt was
Precisely through such exaggerated demands upon himself and
the world that Arncld had been driven into awbivslence and
melancholv, Goethe first showed him what his trouble waa,
and thet 1t was not peculiar to himself but typicsl of hia
828, the modern mge. ‘uch more, he showed him the csuse and
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the cure of the disesse, how one could adapt oneself to
auch an age, how one could live an sdequate life 1n 1t,
and what was the task of one who lived in such an en-
vironment,

Goethe waa to Arnnld "by far our greatest modern man,"
The emphssis 1a on the modern, He was the greatest modern

ptsiniocfioreidiuntti)

man becaunsze of the "width, depth, and richness of his
eriticism of li1fe," He wams therefore more valuahle to
pArnold than poets of "other and more alien times, who as
poets rank higher"? For he interpreted the modern world,
explained 1tas elements, 1ts wents,the cure of 1ts evils,
In his'Werther period, he had himself felt the various
111s of Eurovpe, and in his serener manhood had found a
remedy.

Physician of the Iron Age

Goethe has done his pilgrimage.

He took the suffering human race,

He r=2ad4 each wound, each weskneas clear—
And struck hias finger on the place

fnd ani1d—Thon aileat here, snd here,—?2

¥hat Goethe found in Europe was mainly the end of the

Middle Ages mnd the begXkinning of the growth of the
modern apirit, The o0ld Eupope was dving, the new coming

to hairth,

His eve plung'd down the weltering strife,
The turmoil of expiring life;”

He aaw that what wag required was to sasist the process
to proceed as quickly and as amoothly se posiidble, to
dissolve and liberote from the old forms and ideas, and
to establigh adequate new 1dess and forms in their place,

In his work, therefore, Goethe conceived himself as a
liverator,.

Among other medimevsl 1dems then surviving was that
of the sharp separation of religion and the spirit from
the flesh and the world, the opvosition in which Arnold
had been reared, and out of which had sprung his smbi-
valence and melancholy. He wams now seeking some recon-
cilisticn of the two sideas of the opposition, aome trans-
1tion from the mediasval to the modern outlook., By show-
ing him how this was to be achieved, by interpreting to

h1 '
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Arnold a deliverer, a liberator.
It was Goethe who first showed him his malady and that
of hie age—romanticiam, and the normal, healthy state to
%hich he should strive—classicism, "Clssaisch 1st daa
Gesunde, Romantisch das Kranke."+Romsnticism was the product
(Of the mediseval ovoposition, through the infinite 1deals
ll\med Esanya, A French Critic on Goaetha, pp. 311-2, _
Memorisl Verses., >Ibid. “Maximen und Reflexionen: WerRe:, T . 247
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1t originated, snd the frustration of these excexaive 1ideals
py the nature of things. The root of the trouvle, then,
was desire, hut desire without any object upon which to
rest, without any hope of fulfilment, empty desirs, "Thig
demire," eays leopardi,the great romasntic, "when 1t 18
not astisfied nor on the other hand directly opposed dy
what 18 contrary to enjoyment, 1a ennui. Ennui 1s the
desire for happinesas left, so to apemk, pure," >
To curse ennui or melancholy,it 13 not enough to follow,

ag Arnold did, the stoic philosophy of Marcus Aurelins,
Epictetus, or Senancour, To renounce the object of
desire is not to cure desire, Tt 1s only to deflect 1t
from the actusl to the 211, or the visionsry: 1t 1is to
leave 1t without sn odbject, unsatiafied, pure, Ennm
remains, The desire must be satisfied, Ent when 1t sims
at the i1nfinite 1t cannot be satiasfied. DNesire must,
therefore, be restrained within limite, and turned to
practicable sims., This 18 the process through which
Goethe shows Meiater and Fauat paassing in order to sttsin
a happiness that their infinite desires hed sought 1n
vain, Aa Schiller wrote to Goethe, "If I had 1n bare
words to define the goal which Wilhelm Meister finally
reasches..... I shculd say,"he ateps from an empty and
undefined ideal into definite, active 1life, but without
losing any of his i1idesmlising power,"'2 It 1a, again,his
learning to limit himself, but in tiis very limit sgain
finding his way to the infinite by meana of form, ....
this T call the crisia of his life; the end of his
apprenticeship....."3

After describing Amiel's 'bedazement with the
infinite', Arnold immediately counters with Gosthe's
corractive, as he had found 1t in his own experience:
"Nay, the thoughts which have positive truth and value,
the thoughtes to be lived with and dwelt uvon, the thoughts
vhich are a real acquisition for our minds, are precisely
thoughte which countersct the'vague sspiration and in-
determinate desire' possessing fmiel .....: they are
thoughta 1nsisting on the need of limit, the fessibility
of performance. Goethe says admirably—

'Wer grosses will muss sich zusammenraffen!?
In der Beschrankung zeigt sich erst der Meister.'

ces.. The 1deas to live with, the 1deas of sterling value
to ua, are, T repeat, 1deas of this kind: 1deas staunchly
counteracting and #educing the power of the infinite and
indeterminate, not paralysing us with 1t," 4

-
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Desire muat therefore nc longer lesd to sn impracticsl
vielonary eacape, or a violent, unressoning rebellion, but
mset be turned into s limsted, positive channel, Thie 18
clssaiciam, daa Gesunie, Even in his most romantic and
melancholy vesrs, Arnold had alwsyas kept in close touch with
the classical spirit, partly through conatsnt resding of
Greek and Latin authore, and partly through the writing of
poetry on their mcdel, Goethe now showed him that here lay
one avenue of return to health, Here, 1in poetry, was s
limited channel into which to turn his unlimited emotions,
a form to which to mould, by which, therefore, to control,
hie vague feelings, "What 1s not intereszting" in voetry,
he says 1n the Preface to the Poems of 1853, "is that which

vees 18 vaﬁualy conceived and loosely drawn; a repre-
gentation which 1a general, indeterminate, and faint,

instesd of being particulsar, precise, and firm.," Poetry
in 1tgself 18 not enough; 1t must be poetry written in
the clsssical spirit, poetry in which the form 1e
precise and strongly marked., As he aays again, inthe
Preface to Merope, "Powerful thought and emotion, flow-
ing 1n strongly msrked channels, make s stronger impress-
.10n; ..... 1n the metrical form, the very limit gives a
gense of precision and emphaais, This sense of emphatic
distinctness 1in our impressions rises, as the thought
and emotion swell higher and higher without overflowing
their boundsries, to a2 lofty sense cf the mastery of the
human spirit over its own stormiesat agitations;..... "
The resding and practice of the clsssical in poetry was
therefore, with 1te demand for precision and particularity
an antidote to his vague myaticism and indeterminate
deesires,

Goethe showed Arnocld atill another channel into
wvhich to direct thie stream of the particular and the -
limited, "I went on troubling myself about general 1deas!

saya Goethe, "until T learnt to underatand the psrticular
achievements of the best men.">So,1n the period between
1248 and 185°, Arnold made a practice of reading a good

deal of biography. After returning to the life of Goethe
he mentions resding the lives of Napoleon, Scott, Burna,

Byron? and no doubt he might have added Plutarch, Diogenes
Iaertius (for Empedocles), boswell, Franklin, and a good
many more,

He found a further antidote to the indefiniteness of
mysticism in work or duty,—not work for its own sake,
a8 Carlyle presched,but work as dealing with the actual,

outward world and ss counteracting his inward dreaming. He
and Clough seem to have found here their chief safety for
» time, Abgolute problems might wait, Finite exiatence

&ggt %0 on, and for mental and spiritual health, contact
h the finite world must be maintained.

l

¥ax, und Reflex. *letters, T. 11.




ee.o. Tt seems W1ig newer will
We should not think at all of Him, but turn,
And of the world that he has given us make
What beat we may.!

or. m8 Clough again expressed 1t: "Ia 1t for nothing,but
for the fob%lsh gouls of men to be discontented and

repine and whimper at, that he hes made this very toler-
ably besutiful esrth, with 1ta logic and arithmetic, snd
1its exnct and punctusl multifarious arrangements, %c.Z%c.”
Is 1t the end and object of all finite ctestion that
gentimental human simpletons may whine about their infinite
longings ? Was 1t ordered that twice two should make four,
gimplv for the intent that boys and girls ghould be cut

to the heart that they do not make five ? BEe content
vhen the veil 1a raised, perhsps they will make five i

who knows ?"%*".,. onlyitime can work out any sort of answer
..., for us, 'Solvitur ambulaendo, '"he says., "All things
become clesr to me by work more than by anything else,
Any kind of drudgsery will help one out of the most un-
common either sentimental or apsculative perplexity; the
attitude of work 1s the only true one in which one can
886 things properly."> Arnold's final attitude to the
vagueness of mysticism,the indeterminste in life, on the
one side, snd to the process of limitation on the other,
ghows aufficiently his agreement with Clough and his
reaction against the indefinite: "No one hag a stronger
and more abiding sense than T have of the "daemonic"
element—as Goethe called i1t—which underlies and en-
compasses our life; but I think, as Goethe thought, that
the right thing 1e, while consciong of thie element,
and of all thst there 1s inexplicable round one, to keep
pushing on one's posts into the darkness, and to eatab-
l1sh no post that 1e not perfectly in light and firm.
One gaina nothing on the darkness by being, like Shelley,
38 incoherent ss the darkness 1itgelf."4

Activity, then, can be limited 1in these ways, by
work and duty: 1t can be studied in the lives of great
"men, Expreassion can be limited by the form in poetry.
It st1ll remmins, however, to find some standard for
desires, They are to be ilmited, certainly: but what
are the true limits ? what does man really deesire ? what,
vhen desired and sttamined, will truly satisfy % - Thie can
be di1acovered only by finding what hig true nature 1s,
What 1t really desires; that is, by self-exsmination,
Man does not really desire the infinite snd unlimited:
he 18 not thereby satiafied. What, among finite, limited
ldeals, are the true onea® We must lesrn, therefore,
hie true self, his true needs and povers, and cultivate
these, Fe has gone aatray, has 'wandered', like Meister,

LY
%;'1011371, Prose Remains, p. 181, *Ihid., -Ibid.,p. 180.
Stters, T, 240, |




by following the demands of his apparent, superficisl,
gelf,

For there 1a a duslism 1in the self: there are two
gelvez., There 1s & real aelf and sn apparent self,
The apparent 3elf 1s obvious, on the surface: the real
self, the soul, lies deeper, and 1is hard to find, It
1s the real ﬁelf that must be found and estisfied, 1f
man 18 to gain hapoiness and content,

The New Testament lesson was that men have =a
‘beat and resl self aas oppomed to their ordinary snd
apparent one, snd tha*t their happiness depended en
asving this best =elf from being overborne. Then to
find hig own soul, his true and permanent «elf, hecnme
set up 1n man's v1ew ns his chief concern, ss the secret
of happinea=z; and so it reslly 1s.,'$

‘Below the surface-atream, shallow snd light,

Of what we aay we feel-~below the atraeam,

As light, of what we think we feel—there flowa
“1th noiselesa current atrong, obscure and deep,
The central atream of what we feel 1indeed:

And by this alone sre we truly charscterised,'?>

First, then, in order to come at and lesrn his
real aelf, man must discsrd his sppsrent self, aa such,
The apnarent 361f 18 the self of the asenses, the appetites,
convention, plessure, and everything that Arnold had been
hrought nup to aesoc1nte with the flesh snd the world,
It 13, 1n Aristotle's words 'the movement of thought and
desire': in St. Paul's, 'the flesh and the current thoughts, '3
Now 1t wase the annarent aelf that had demanded the
infinite, both in unworldly 1desls and in the satisfact-
ion of the expanding senses, Arnold had not been able
with either to eatiafy his real self, for the resl self,
a8 he was discovering, weaa content with moderate, 11m1ted
1deales snd satisfaction, Purely personsl a*t1tudeq, then,
a3sertions of the apparent, superfieial self, must be
renounced,

The chief of these sttitudes waa rebellion,the
assertion of the personal self against s world which
d1d not prant it 1ts deaires. Arnold therafore absndoned
the attitude of revolt., He now condemned this sttitude,
both as being personal and as being negative. He salso
condemned, therefore, those who sdopted such an sttitude—
in so far ng they d1d 80: those 'attaching rebela', Byron
and Shelley, snd Senancour and Charlotte Bronts. He
condemned Vlllet*e, bacauae Charlo’*e Bronté hsd nothing
in her mind but "hunger, rehellion, snd rage."+ Goethe
said of Byron:".... his perpetual'negat1on ceee 18

ther&ture and Dggma ITT, 2, *St, Psul snd Prot. . 83-4
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iniurions evenko his excellent works, For not only does
the diacontent of the poet infect the reader, but the end
of all opposition 1s ne"atlon and negation 1s nothing. ..
For the grest point 1s, not to pll down,but to huild

up, and in this humanity finds pure joy. L] Arnold asdopted
and extended the criticism

For what avails 1t, all the noise
And ontcry of the former men ?—

- * L] . L] L]

What helpa 1t now, that Byron bots,

With haunghty scorn which mock'd the amart,
Throuagh Eurove to the Aetolian shors

The pageant of hie bleseding hesrt °

L4 [ ) . [ ] [ * .

What boota 1t, Shelley ! that the breeze

Carried thy lovely wsil awsy,

tugi1cal through Italian treses

Which fringe thy soft hlue Spezzian hay °
Inheritors of thy distress

Have restleas hesrts one throb the leass ?

Or are we easier to have resd,
O Obermann ! the sad, stern page,.......2

In place of the negative, rebellions apirit, ‘'der Geist
der stets verneint', must be cultivated s positive
ontlook, to aatisfy the real self., For

No amsall pnrofit- that man earns,
Who through all he meets can steer him,
Can relect what cannot cles~r him,
Cling to what can truly cheer h1m 13

0f Amiel and the negative or u=eles=s sideof hia work,
Arnold wrote 1n the lmsat year of his life, "T wonld

have sahbatsained from writing abonut him 1f I had only to
disparare and to find fault, only to say that he had been
overpraised, snd that his deallngs with Mais goemed to me
profitanle ne1ther for himself nor for othera,"

Obermann, the vrototype of thoase who,li1ke himself, had
held excesaive and infinite peraonal 1deala, Arnold also
renounced:

Awsy the dreams that but deceive !
And thou, sad Guide, adieu !

I go; Fate drives me: but T lenve
Half of my life with yon,*

ckermann, Feb., 24, 1855, >(Grsnde Chartrewuse.>3The Second

Beat 48, 1n C,,gg, Amiel. “Obermsnn,










































































































































































































































































































