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PHLFACK.

The following thesis is an English
translation of the poetical prophecies of
the prophet Jeremiah. The work of translating
has been the work that has taken the largest
proportion of time, &and wlthough much pre-
liminary preparation was involved, it is
the trawunslation, wihicn wust bear the brunt
of scrutiny and by it the thesis be tested.
‘The work, therefore, is first and foremost
s translation. Herein lies its originality.

in approaching the task of translating,
however, the scholar umust adopt certain
methods. In the present instance he can
" set aside wll the prose work in the chapters
concerned, as being outside the scope of his
operations, wna there is no attempt in the
following pages to wodernise the stately
Llizabethan language of the Authorised
version. =Even when the poetry is thus
separated from the prose, the translator is
coufronted with the delicate task of defin-
ing the liwits of each poetic prophecy.LI1t
becomes at once obvious that the units of
poetry are much shorter than previous trans-
lators have been accustomea to think, and
each is a separate and indepencent creation
ot the prophet. Such a fact necessitates xhxk
& separate trestuwent for each piece, and this,
it will ve found ,has been carried out.
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ii.

NO theory of strophic construction, such as
gornill evolved, has been wllowed to dictate
either the length or the lines of each poem,
so that both ir length and in metre the
translations will be founa to portray the
richest possible variety.

unce the poem had been defined, the text
of the Hebrew original calld for careful
consideration. The Textus Receptus had to be
critically examined, and variations from
the oseptuagint ana other Versions taken into
account.! The sigplest course has been to
write out the new and revised Hebrew text,
with footnotes, explaining the changes from
the iassoretic Text, and to arrange the lines
in the form of poetry,2so that the reader may
follow the original and trace the source of
the translation with perfect ease., In arriv-
ing at this Hebrew text, no special prefer-
ence has been zgiven to tho Greek over the
Hebrew, nor indeed to any Version, since the
priority of one over another is still an open
question.* whereas some scholars, such as
Duhw, have wllowed a metric theory to dictate
the nature of the poetry, no such procrustean
bed has been provided in this instance, but
only the bread and universally acknowledged
principles of enlightened textual criticism.

The true text having been arrived at,
the translator applies himself to his task.
The canmon that has been kept constantly in
prominence in the present work is to repro-
duce the original as far as the limits of
the knglish language will allow. A line of
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Hebrew poetry is composed of & certain
number of beats or stresses, either two,
three or four, ana in this work = serious
aitteupt has been made to produce in each
line oI inglish the exact number of bheats
that occur in the Hebrew. The trsnslation is
tuerefore more than & line for line one; it
is ®l1s0 & mgtre for metre translation, An
even more cdelicate ideal has been kept in
view, which like wost ideals has been
often una«ttainable, ie. to arrange the words
ol each line in the same order as they
appear in the original. In this way, the
ewphasis of say a noun at the heginning

of the line is maae clear, although the
usage of Hebrew are always to be kept in
nind. Fortunately for the translator, the
occurrence of rhyme constitutes no such
probleus a8 face the scholar of say Arabdbic,
for in the poems which follow there is only
one case of rhyme. At the same time, the
Hebrew original is so tantalizingly brief
&nd clear and vivid that the knglish langusge
is taxed almost beyond its limits to yield
an acgegquate reprocduction. z

It will be found that all the poems
contained in Chapters 1-13.v.l1l7, have been
translated, and although this does not ex-

haast the poetical achievement of the prophet,

it incluaes the largest section of his poens,
anc 1t provides ample evidence of the success
of this method of translating. Not only does
tiils con&&in the very best in his literary
output, but it &lso portrays good specimens
of every type of his composition. For the
purpose in hand, therefore, the range pro-
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iV.

vided within these chapters may be deemed
quite udequate.

1t is possible that pieces so small
anc so detached might be found difficult of
uncerstanaing, ana & short exposition has
pbeen awttached to each to elucidate the
thought, but this id7no wa)y &n essential
and integral part of the work. £

The Literary Introduction is designed
to link up the work of Jeremiah with the
wain streww of iHebrew poetry, and to point
out the peculiar literary qualities that
distinguished his poetic output. z.

The Systeaatic View of His Teaching
is an attempt to co-orainate his thought,
and to inaicate his point of view on the
great issues with which his life was cen-
cerned. 3
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A LITERARY INTKODUCTION

o
THE POKTRY OF JEREWIAH.




A LITERARY INTRODUCTION

TO
THE POETRY OF JERENIAH.

The poetry of Jeremliah is to be found
in the Book of the same name salong with much
prose material relating to the events in the
Jife of the prophet. Some of these prose
pieces contain a prophetic phrase or thought
snd some describe the experiences of the
orophet as seen by a contemporary, but in
each case they are clearly distinguishable
from the p»rophecies composed in the poetic
style. VWithout entering into the relative
"historical value of these two classes of
material, and without conceding that Jeremigh
did not use the medium of prose himself, it
is clear that in these genuine poetical
passages we come closest to the living soul
of the prophet, for here we come upon the
very words he used and can enter into the
emction that animated him. It will hardly be
disputed that the original fire of the pro-
phetic soul is best preserved through the
medium of verse, while in point of accuracy
it 18 clear that the human memory grips
poetry more easily and retains it more readi-
ly than prose. The poetical pileces, therefore,
agsume the importance of first-class historic-
al material, by ueans of which we are abdle
to come very close to the mmn and the poet,
and to measure nis standard of literary
excellence. Insofar as the style is the man
it will Dbe possible also to estimate the
range of his mind ard emotions.



Hebrew postry possesses certain broad
features, which, quite naturally, are present
in the ‘work of the prophet of Anathoth. He
followed & line of prophets, who made poetry
their chief means of communication with the
world, and it would have been strange if,
living in their worldx of ideas and hopes,
he had not composed his messages in poetry
too. 1t requires to be remembered, in
approaching this type of poetry that it is
essentially poetry with a purpose. Greek and
Latin poetry form e decied contrast to this,
because in these there is primarily a sense
of beauty expressing itself in the medium
of lenguage, and it is the aesthetic impulse
which cdominates in these the process of poetry.
But the Hebrew prophet, whatever might have
been saia about secular Hebrew poetry, made
the moral and religious impulse the one
compelling power in his literary work. He

would have refjected the dictum "Art for Art's
sake" most emphatically, for all his liter-
ary art was but a means to the saving of the
nation. It is only too obvious that his
interest in the pootic art was subsidiary
and contributory to the declaring of the
will of his God. It is therefore a poetry
which is harnessed to a great religious
purpose. Another fegture that will strike
the modern reader is the concrete and un-
sophisticated nature of the thought. The
Hebrew of all poets shunned the purely philo-
sophical, but rather he endowed abstract
terms with personality and 1life, for he
took tmxerms like "righteousness" and inter-
preted them in simple and humen terms. He
changed the abstraction called "Israel"
into the figure of Rachel weeping for her =kid
children.

In order to illustrate typiecsl



points in Hebrew poetry with greater clear-
ness, let us take a verse that often comes
from the prophet.

such people shall I not punish,
oalth Jenhoval,
AnG Oon such w nation as this
ohall L 1ot tuxke revenge? (Ch.d.v.9.)

In the Hebrew of this verce there are but
thirteen wc>»ds, while in the English we have
no less than twenty, and this is a fair
indication of how much more concise snd
telling Hebrew poetry can be. Indeed, a
very few Hebrew words oc®h?8 very great

deal in human thought and sypiritusl vision.
This brevity of diction is effected by the
elision of particles and connectives that
are normally used in prose, and constantly
the uncommonly neat participle 1s utilised
to take the place of an entire clause. In -
this way the poet turns off compact and
pra3grant lines thet arrest the attention
and remain long in the memory of his
audience. ‘ :

This verse also illustrates the use
of parallelism, which, it will be noticed,
is a parallelism not of sound, as in English
postry, but a parallelism of idea.. The Hebrew
poetic genius never attempted to match its
lines with the same rhyme, but its likeness
was grounded more deeply in a similarity of
idea. Here, in the present instance, the
idea of revenge in the Xabhker part of the
verse repeats and accentuajes the idea of
vunishment in the former part. This art, it
will be seen,is not an exercise in word
mosaics as 1is so patent in Arabic and even
English poetry; it 1is rather the masterly
handling of great and coupelling ideas, which
inflame the heart and stir the soul of man.
But, of course, a simple duplication of idesa

/5 Akl\-}v ,(.NIL (1733)1,«4 & pt i ttpharise b pentine.



failed to satisfy completely the taste of
the poet; developments of this device were
called for, and changes were duly rung upon
this parallelism. As long ago as 1753 Lowth (1)
distinguished three distinet types of this
poetry. Synonymous parallelism, seen in

the verse just cited from Ch.5.v.9., repeats
in the second half the idea but not the
words of the first. This is probably the
simplest and commonest form. The second type
appears where an amithesis is drawn, and

one statement i€ made, followed by a con-
trasted statement, as in Ch.8.v.7.,

Lven the stork in the heavens
is awere of her time.....
Sut wy pceople know not
ihe Doom oI Jehovah.

such a device was valuable alike for variety
and for emphasis and is used largely and with
telling effect by Jeremiah. It is seen perhars
to best advantage in the poetry of the Book
of Proverbs., Lowt und, however, many
instances that cou e quite so neatly
classified as those of the synonymous and
entithetic kinds, and he tried to distinguish
a third type, which he called the synthetic.
His typical instance is from Psalm 19.8.

Tne statutes or the Lord are right,
rejoiecing .the heart,

The comuandment of the Lord is pure,
enlizhtening the eyes.

Dr. Buchanan Gray*has carried the investiga-
tion further, and peefers to call this type
not synthetic but incomplete parallelism,
with and without compensation. The sense of
a verb, for instance is often carried on into
the second half of a verse, while the verd

1. Le ovuacrua roesi Hebraeorum Praelectiones
aluteuicue , (1F3)
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itself is dropped, as in Gen.4.23,

A man have 1 slain for woundinz me,
And a youth for bruising me....

Here there 1s no compensation for the lost
verb, but often there is compensation, which
gives of course a better balance, as in
Deut.32.28,

aile he cwelt Israel safely,
Untouched the fount of Jacob.

In addition to these varieties, the Hebrew
poet achieved considerable success by
changing the relative terms in his two, three
and four word-lines, for like all artists

he wasg facyﬁ/%he problem of mcnotony in

Lis art, and he strove to avoid it in this
way. Thus parallelism, in whatever form and
with whatever variastions, is a fundamental
element in Hebrew poetry and is present in it

from beginning to end. From the verse quoted
above, by way of illustration, it is easy

to see that parallelism is funamental to the
poetic work of Jeremiah.

A third outstanding feature is evident
from the same verse, namely the presence of
rhythn or stresses. Taking "line" to mean
the shorter unit of rhythm, anc not the
double sticho#, we have here three stresses
in the first line, two in the second, three
in the third and two again in the last, as

such pcople shall I not nunloh
oaith Jehovag
ANncG on such & nation as thls
shall 1 nbt take revénge? (Ch.bH.v9)

This is a very typical rhythm, and one to
which Jeremiah is very partial being the only
one withx a definite aeulgnatlon name 1y



the @ina rhythm from its close association
with the elggiac mood. Budde, however, in
giving this name to the metre has turned

out to be misleading, for as we shall find
the metre is used for more tran one mood.
Torrey prefers to cell this 3:2 verse the
"lyric verse"(l;, but this is hardly more
satisfactory. A designation of &n even more
general nature is called for. The main
member of this 3;2 verse is of course the
first helf-line or line as above defined of
3 beats, and it will be found that this

lies at the foundation of all Hebrew verse.
Yihether the 3;3 verse is "trulv the national
meter”(sic) as Torrey maintains or not, it
can hardly be disputed that a line havi
three stresses, with a varying number o
ungstressed syllables before and after @hmsmd,
gress, lies at the basis of all the rhythms,
The second line, or the minenfiember of ’
two stresses amay be explained either as a
shortened three stress line or as an expans-
ion of the main member. VWhile the 3:3 verse
is the natural way of expressing the para-
llelism so dear to the Hebrew mind, the
poetic instinet would not long remain content
with such & restricteq meddum, and the 3:2
verse must have emerged almost contemnoran-
eously.*Indeea the demmnd for variety led

to & three-beat line being added to both
these rhythms, thus creating such definite
verses as 2:3:3 and 3:2:3 and even 3:3:2.
Some years ago Duhmipmsintained that Jeremiah
used only the 2:2 verse, and carried through
his critical treatment of the text on this
theory. This Procrustean bed is obhviously
too crude a method of assessing the genimus
of such & poet as Jeremiah. In any case it

l.7he seconu lsaiah, C.o.Torrey,p.l159.
‘?'/110,. !M .L, ﬁ&«wub 2



is sgainst the facts, for there are unnumer-
able cases of 3:3 verses, which indeed &al-
most equal 3:2 in number. It is to be noted
however that in an independent study of Second
Isaiah Professor Torrey cannot find any

cases of the 2:2 metre, while four beat

lines are so isolaked as to defy classific-
sation.(l) On the other hasnd,we seem to come
upon indubitable instances of the two best
line in Jeremiah, as in Prophecy No0.42 and

of the four beat line in Prophecy No.23.

Each of the two members of a verse "has a
certain logical distinctness, the structure
of the sentences setting it apart &8 a re-
cognisable unit"(2). The decision as to
whe .her & verse belongs to the 2:2 or the
4:4 metre is & more delicate point, as it
rests gpon considerations of context and
sense, but it may be taken as a general
rule that each rhythmic unit should carry
within it a definite anc unbroken sense.
Notice how complete is the mental content
of each rhythmic unit in Prophecy No.43.

They cling to sheir wile, .

Ihey refuse co return,

i qearnencu wna listened,

L0U & wora cia they opeak

20U & adads woula xepent

Froste mq,'mmthan Idmmw
Similarly any attempt tO‘dlvide\up the lines
of Prophecy No. 23 into the 2:2 metre would
end in disaster. We are, therefore, compelled
to credit the prophet with a range of metres
Bf 2,3 and 4 stress lines and with all kinds
of permutations of these, and we must also be

The veconc lsalah, C.C.lorrey,n.l€D.
1
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prepared to find that these mtres are not
arranged in stanzeas, with a fixed number of
lines, nor is there the same elaborate
constructions as one finds in the English
sonnet.

It might &appear that with such a
limited means of expression Jeremiah's
poetry would necessarily be restrained and
monotonous, but in point of fact no poetry
could be more unfettered and spontaneous
and none could so reflect swift changes of
mood and emotion. In the same poem the
metre will change twice and sometimes thrice,
g0 careless is the poet of stanzas so long
a5 he gives linguistvic body to his thought.
1t is just here, indeed, in the use of
rhythm that Jeremiah aisplays his supreme
literary gifts, for by his unerring instinet
he is able to secure poetical effects that
may be felt even through the medium of a
translation. How he conveys the changes
or emotion by means of the changing rhythm
can only be shewn by an exceptionally close
translation, such as is attempted in the
following pages, where the original is
followed, line for line, stress fcr stress,
ana so far as possible word for word.

It is clear, as the outset, that the
prophet aid not confine himself to one part-
icular metre. In contradiction of what Duhm
naintained, he emnloyed a four-stress line
&8 in Prophecy No.23.

I scanned the earth .nd lo! coniusion,

Lne Lewvens opuiv wuot a sincle iisht,

I scanneu the hills anc lo! they jquaked,

Anua all the .:ill-tops went u-tro.ible,

1 scunnicd anu lo! rno huin being,

LVeTy wing lu newven nuG tled,

AllG SCuiulew aut lo! tne orchard desert,
acia Civ, levellea low.

[



By using this four-beat line the poet gained
powerfully in securing his effect, for he
had a larger canvas to work upon, with
greater room for portraying the terrible and
uevaig% ing effect of the invasion. The
longerf reates Jjust the sense of awe and
terror he endeavours to induce, and yet

evern in choosing such a four-beat line he
does not feel chainec to it, for he rounds
off his eerie piece by a pathetic three-beat
line. Other examples will be found, too
arresting and original to be denied to the
prophet, which ,refute the suggestion that
Jeremiah confined himself to one partieular
‘rhythm, Qins or any other..

At the same time, it is just as clear
that the poet had & particular liking for
the $:2 metre ana it is this medium that
gives him his most winsome and appealing
‘effects.. When he touches the highest flights
of his genius it is always on the wings of
this measure. Take, for instance, Prophecy
No.22. . :

U Vitals or mine)} 1 writhe!
walls of wmy wind!
wmy wind 1s all a tumult,
w0 wileuce for me!
£'0x viie ougle-cwll 1 hear,
ine slogwn 01 battle.
UraS upon cruasih resounds,
ror spcilec is tne land,
li & Ilush wre spoilea uy tents,
in w moaernt my curtains.
now long wust 1 see the ensign,
ALQ hear the pugle-call?

One may feel here the fire of & real heart
‘&flame, and it is a&ll too clear that the

3 ﬂ‘;.’, e, hre Aicce, NwMS,JwJ all rnwelenn. scthelars
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writer is going through & mental maelstrom.
Here is a perfect mastery of his linguistic
meaium, nor is is easy to see how he could
have secured such an overwhelming effect
with any other medium. The emotional tone
ol this poem is the gauge of the artist's
skill.

A further observation on this piece
is that on closer inspection it disproves
the common belief that the 3:2 rhybhm is
essentially a Qina or elegiac measure, for
it can easily be seen that this is not an
elegy at all: it is & lyrical expression
of the poet's inmost feelings. He is dis-
turbed at the national threat and upheaval,
he is thrilled to the core by the advance of
armies and the blowing of bugles, but the
time has not yet come for elegies. Indeed,
it may easily be shewn that to regard this
a8 essentially & "lyric" measure is & mis-
take, for wide though the term "lyrie" can
be(l), yet some instances of this 3:2 metre
fall outside of it. A notable instance is
Prophecy No.8., where the sentiment is
exactly the reverse of elegiac, namely stir-
ring and challenging:-

They have tusneq upon ke the back,
But never the face,

Ye¢t iln tiwe of their trouble they call,
"Up an. preserve ust”

St .aere wre the gous ye made you?
"Up, let them save you,

For the sum of thy cities has rewchea
fhy. gods, O Judah. 2

This is a direct reduke that is meant to
sting the conscience of the listeners;

there is too mnch of moral psssion for it to
pass as merely lyrical. There are also other

1. ihe oeC Ul la“ian, G.u.lorrey,pr.luB/9.
2, Hhi du”lﬂ’m! uo/‘ via Ki Qena fne ddodeS Hi welice 1 alldends

g Joromink



11.

pleces which are even farther removed from
the elegiac strain, as for instance Prophecy
§0.27 which concludes on a note of towering
anger:-

- .Cil people viwdll 1 not punish,
owita Jenovah,

ANC 0L such « nation as this
oanlil 1 nol tuxke revenge?

The perusing of Jeremiah's poems
elicits another interesting fact. While the
3:2 metre is peculiarly adapted for the
elegy, the elegy can be and is expressed by
other metres. The short two stress line
is usea priwarily for descriptive work, but
Jeremiah can make i$ convey the pathos of
the elegy too. In Prophecy No.71l, for
instance he begins with the 3:2 rhythm in
the approved fashion, but at the end he
slips inbthe dwindling two beat line with
great effect:-

Hear, anc pay heed, nor be vain,

Fo. Jehovah nata spoken, o
Give Jehovuh gour God the glory, .
Before it turns dark, o

Ane pbefore ou lose footing,
vl bwilight nills,
Anc yo lons rfor s light,
That He changes to gloom
Anc turns into darkness. L.

The short two-beat line, it will be noticed
permits the poet to introduce into his verse
more de&ail in rapid time and with & lighter
touch. It is adnirebly suited to quick
movement and swift action, and time and again
it is used in this way:-

1. JL.. mt’ﬂ-o 2“/‘-«, AML\"’;‘(&“ M.o(:q) %,,‘
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At uae shout oI horsewwn anG bowman,
Flees all the land,
Lhey enter tas :ﬂickets,
L£ic Uliffu the useand,.
wGCll Givy ab uluodeu N
wicn never o dweller within-it.(No...4).

In descriptions, too, this short line is
very useful, for it allows the facts to be
stated with almost breathless haste, as in
Prophecy No.43:- :

why oes Jerusalem go wrong?
For ever sou wrong?
fhey cling to thelir wile,
They refuse to return:
i nearkeneu anc listened: .
- Not w.wora.dia they speak: -
- Not a-man. woula repent,
sl Say ,whwt have 1 done?

Such & measure enabled the prophet te strike
off laconic and biting phrases that eowld. -
not -easily .-be forgotten, and without waste of
words it made his meaning clear and. unmistak-
able. Just as the supreme artistx with his
brush can create his impression by & few
deft strokes, so the poet by & line.or two

of this mwift measure can draw his graphic
pieture. 1t may lack the dramatic power

of the Second Isadah, but it is truly
"impressionistic art".(1l) Prophecy No.49

is further preof that Jeremiah was the master
of this two-beat. meaaure.

Like all poets ;nd like most nrophets

l. The second- Isaiah C.c.Torrey,p.187.



Jeremian was subject to rapid moodsx and
fancies. rnls acti¥e brain aoved swiftly

from thought to thowsht, and his highly-strung
temperament ranged through the whole gamut

oI human emotion without intermission. As

he watches the breaking of his nation, his
wind darts from possibility to possibility

on the wings of nis bwo-beat measure,

in tne opreak of my nation I break;
norror nas grippea me!
16 pelw not in Gilead?
18 @ newler 1.0t there?
Then why does not grow?
New flesh on wy people? (Nho.48).

The point to be noted here is that the
rhythm, which 1s used to describe swift
action in the external world, is the very
same rhythm- and naturally so3 which indic-
ates the swift changes in the thought of
the poet.

It might be thought, from reading
the foregoing pages, that a study of these
poems gives no ground for classifying either
their form or their content. And yet it
-must not be assumed too readily that the
poet was haphazard in his verse-making(l).
On the contrary, a close study makes it
clear that between the ideas and their
linguistic expression there was the closest
possible correspondence, and this correspond-
ence was & triumph of art. That he did not
adhere to any artificial and mechanical

rule of stresses is to be accounted to his
credit. He trusted rather to the idea
embodying itself in its most fitting meas-
ure, and how successful he was and how sure
was his feeling for rhythm a&nd sound may be

1. Cornill explains uis irresular rhythas ag
IS ) B (] . o
being «ue to hig regsaraing poetry as secend-
wIy Tu 0is wesswge. Lus 3uch Jeremis,x1Vi.
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gauged from his finest effort, Prophecy
No.D2:=~

vall {or the wailers to coue,
70 the experts send to give voice,
{fo 1irt ror yourselves a luuwent,
Mat jour eyes wusy run witn tears,
AllG jour eye-lius gusn with water;
ror the sounc ol lament resounds in Sion,
"jiiow ruined we are!l
w¢ dDlusih indeed, for we leave the land,
yutcast ixuu our houes",

In this first part of the piece the measure
is appropriate to the command of the prophet
and the self-pity of the nation, but in a
flash he changes to the grave concern of the
Wora of Jehovah, and the sad fate of the
thousands lying dead on the field of battle,
and with this change of thought and emotion
the rhythmic measure changes too. It may be
followed in the translation:-

sut hear,0 women, the Wora of Jehovah,

Take in w1ta yvour ear the Word of His mouth,
AnG. teach to your daughters s wail,
b&ci wowan her neighbour & dirge:

For up went leath througa your lattlce
wentl into your palace,

vlearing the child frow the street,
Ihe youths frou the squares,

Ang strewn are the boaies of men
-un the face of the field,

Like sheaves behinc the,reaper,
That nobouy gkeans.

This second part, it should be noticed, begins
in the strong and sustained four-beat measure,
being itself & strong ana sustained command to
his listeners, and then with the thought of



the dirge it slips quickly into the three
peat measure to end in the echoing strains
ol the eleglac, with its alternate swing

of three anc two beats. One can feel the
enc «pprosching as it moves from 4 beats to
¢ ana then to 2, poetically symbolic of the
dying nation. Jeremish was obviously a
mnester in the art of using more than one
metre in the same piece anda of ringing the
changes so subtly as to reflect the changes
of mood anu emotion in his own soul.(1l)
insofar «8 his own feelings were neither
staic nor unchanging, so too his poetic
measures enjoyed the sameﬁabgigon, with

the happy result that the git of his
verse is too patent to be denied.

In passing from Jeremiah's use of
rhythm, it is interesting to consider how
he handled the xhm less obvious materials
of the poetic art. Words have been called
the tools of the poet, and &« moment's con-
siderstion will shew that the prophet was
in & unique position in this regard. The
genius of the Hebrew langusge might almost
be termed & genius for brevity, so parsimon-
ious is it of words, and he added to this
a very definite hatrec of mere wordiness. He
seems to have learneu in his solitude the
value and the beauty of mere words, and to
have turned them over and over in his mind
until he could see each side of them. The
result is that every word in his verse tells,
and he achieves & simplicity which is the
reward of long toil. In Prophecy No.4 his
gself-restrainea emotion finds chaste express-
ion:-

1. lorrey 1incs the sawe in the Secona
Isaiah, see puge 1CU0. bwb B dacwey was
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I orood on the cherm of thy youth,
Phe love of thy weclock.

Not only does he shew & preference for
particular words in the Hebrew vocabulary,
but it is clear that he brooded EMExrmyExiazd
upon his favourites, for they appear and re-
appear. Such expressions as crash(l),
bigotry(2), terror(d), vex{(4) are constantly
on his 1lips. Two features exist, also,
which contirm this, namely the pun anc the
paranomasia. The pun, or the playing upon

%« word, is & favourite device among the
literary prophects(b), and the poet of
Angthoth has some striking instances of it,
the best known being the almond-tree,
Prophecy No.2. bome of these are to be found
suong fine prose passages in a highly -
polished setting as in the Parable of the
Jars(6). Two good examples of the para-
nonasis may be found in Prophecies 19 and
487 ,and there are many others, which may be
recognised in the Hebrew text. In addition
to these manipulations of words, it should
not be forgotten that Jeremiah was exceedingly
fond of securing a greater effect by simply
repeating his key word, as in Prophecy ¥o.l

Be not scared at their face,
Lest I scare thee pefore them...

or again in Prophecy No.22,
crash uwpon cresn resocunds.

l.on.4,6., vn.6,1.,00.14,17 etc.
Z2.on.4817, vh.8,24, ete.

v, 6,20. etc.

+.0h.7,18.19, Ch.8,19 etc.

v.lhe oceconc Isaiah,v.C.Torrey,n.l198.
€. Ch.lu,12.21.

7o MY 9ITAW a7 cpap2 MehY



17.

it is clear, then, that he valued and weighed
each word of nis prophecy, according to it
the thought and medi&&tion it deserved as

& wWord of Jehovsah.

, Not less interesting, frcm s literary
point of view is the prophet's use of
simile and metaphor. It is well-Xmown that
the Uriental, and especially the Semitic
mind loves the syabolical way of speaking
ana thinking. Jeremiah was & true Semite
in this regard, and insofar as this literary
practice illustrates the skill and exper-
izuce of the poet, it helps us to appreciate
the mind behina it. The similes he uses are
drawn from rural and homely scenes, such as
the cageful of birds, the false woman, the
city of otrength, the lamb led to the
slaughter.. The usage lends colour and
vividness to many of his passages and
indicates the breadth of his interests.
Wwhen he compares the invader's approach to
the sea, &as

rfneir voice like the sea Keepds roaring

the inference is that he must have stood on
the coast near Carmel and seen the billows
breaking on the shore. His similes are all
suited to the intelligence and experience

of his listeners, and they are wrought into
the fabric of his message with amazing deft-
ness.

The netaphor, however, demands even
more skill than the simile, and if it is wmore
telling it is also wore exacting on the
artist. nere Jeremiah is highly successful.
The telescoping of an idea into a concrete
image suits his pithy style ana appeals to
nis unwetaphysical mind. 3y the magic of
aetaphor he turns his disloyal nation into a
sweet ,young bride, who spends the idylliec
days of love in the blissful quietude of the
desert. A glance at his metaphors shews

I /4« gh’t Qd . /mu'f: tadls Hemr ™ comise ienagged " 0,, ind 413,
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how large a place rural life took in his
mind. rFounts of fresh water(No.5), fallow
ground(No.18), thorns(No.18), winnowing
winds(No.19), horses in heat(No.43), sbrks
swifts and swallows(No.33), the lowing of
caittle(No.5l), grapes and figs(No.46), wild
grass(No.5l), wild herbs(No.64) and olives
(No.60) all are strewn among his pages with
an uvlywpian profusion, indicating at once
his powers of keen observation, his love

of the simple things ana his literary

skill and deftness. The city and the city
life occupy but & susll place in his
thought, i1 his metaphors are any indica-
tion of his uind. Even the mighty Babylonian
aS he msrches to invasion is charmed by the
poet-prophet into & "lion destructive".

Closely related to the use of meta-
phor is the prophet's fonaness for personi-
ficaution. He shunned the pure abstructions,
&nd wherewer possible turns to the concrete
and the near-at-hand. "Rachel weeping for
her childrenvis much more appealing than
any computation of national decline and
exile. Jebbwxzh Himself is endowed with all
the attributes of manhood and distinguished
by & personal name. Nor must we assume that
Jeremiah was inisled by this process of -
personification into thinking that Jehovah
was merely a person. He treats Israel in
exactly the same fashion, knowing full well
that 1srael was no mere female. When he calls
Iisrael a bride, & woman in travail, =
harlot, it is clear he uses & poet's licence.
He refers otften to Isrzel as The ..aiden of
oion, and what wore beautiful figure could
he have used? Just as the figure of Brit-
annia stands for the British people, so the
«aiden of Sion stood for Israel. Jeremiah
also persorifies his people as a man, & slave
and a step-son, &nd the enemy he treats as
&« lion. His greatest triumph is his person-
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-tication of death, which he regards as a
man, stealing up the wall and climbing in

by the window, searching even the palace of
the king, wnd then, going out into the
.public places, he clears away the young life
and finally appears on the battlefield,
where like a reaper he leaves behind him
heaps of slain.

SOOI UD wiedl pewlil shrough your lubltice,
wClib 1ilto Jour pwlace,
vlewrling tae c¢anllae Irow the street,
Inne ouths froia the sguare,
Al Strewn wre tile bowlies of men
un the face of the field,
Like sheaves behinc the reaper,
witvi never a gleaner....(Prophecy Ko.b2).

This exawple is sufficient to prove that the
prophet is worthy to rank with the greatest
masters in the art of personification.

Another literary usage should be
noted in these jsoems, for it is probadbly the
commonest of all, and that is the rhetorical
question. It usually expresses very strong
emotion, and it forms a pleasing variety
from statements of fact or mere descriptions.
lle was artist enough to discover that a
succession of threats and condemnsatiops
would soon prove ineffective, and time and
again he has recourse to the question, which
usually admits of only one answer. His
coumumon practice is to begin his prophecy by
&8king & question, thus arousing interest
at the start of his piece:-

wiet I'sult founa your fathers in ile
That ke they estranged? (No.b).

or again:-
wily Lo ye wrangle ith me? (No.9).

or.: -
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How can 1 forgive you? (No.27).

Often he ends a piece by a question, which
by its very uncertainty heightens the effect.
ihis was symbolic of the great question-
mark that he saw over -his nation's d¢stiny.
He rounds off & denunciation several times
with the question:-

Allle O.. bBuCi «w nwbtion &s this
waall 1 10t tuke revenge? (No.27).

de can iuwply the most awfgl calamities
by & subtle use of the question at the end
of his prophecy:-

ine proophets 1oretell by fraud,
sl tae priests are hana in glove,
ALl wp people wre fona or 1t s0;
sut what will ye wo wt the last? (No.2s).

Even in messages from Jehovah, which are xii
addressed to the prophet himself, the same
device appears, thus enabling the prophet

to experience the awful effect of his own
literary device:-

fnou hast racew witn tne foot anc they
tirew thee,

Jivn how wilt taouw vie with the horse?

i luaw 01 salety tnou fearest,

lats 40w 1o toe jungle of Joraan? (No.€5H) .

Case after case might be adduced, and all would
alike prove that Jeremiah was no novice in
the handling of the rhetoriceal question.

And yet it camnot be too strongly
euphasised that while we have here in these
pieces specimens of genuine poetry, it is
poetry widely different from that of our own
age. It is clear to the writer that any
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attempt to divide them into strophes is
foredoomec to failure, and any reconstruct-
ion of the text based upon a theory of
strophes or even stanzas is fanciful. The
maker of this poetry claimed the utmost
freedom in his arrangement of rhythms and
lines, in this shewing himself far removed
from moaern verse. 1ln one point, however,
there is a resewmblance, namely that just as
a voluwme of modern poems beals no necessary
connection the one poem to thepther, so also
tnese pieces, even though lying side by side
have no direct connection in thought or
situation. In our case, we suffer through
there being no title and separate page

for each poem.

, unce again, the most of these poems
are in fact revelations or messages from the
Divine. Just as ..ohammed could reveal the
words of Allah in rhymed prose, so Jeremiah
aeclared Jehovah's message in rhythmic
lines. In these the prophet is merely the
mouthpiece of God, &8s in Prophecy No.9:-

why do ye wrangle with iie?
You «ll have rebelled.

in vain 1 struek yrour song,
a lesson they leuarned not,

A OWOLG wevoOurew your prophets
nike w lion destructive.

The words "osaith Jehovah" are often found

in these pieces, although it is not a uni-
form feature. It will be found that sometimes
this phrase is an integral part of a poem,
and cannot be explained away, while in other
cases it has been obviously added. It is
sufficiently clear, however, that both in
his own time and at later periods, the phrase
was the hall-mark of the divine message,



carrying with it the prestige of the Divine.

There are many pieces,on the other
hand, which are not such pure messages from
Jehovah, and these begin often with =
suummons from Jehovah, followed by the comment
of the prophet, and close with a proclamation
of doom. This is the form usually taken by
the longer poems, such as Prophecy No.26:-

AW0Ve LuroUgh Jerusilewn's streets,
LO0K wnu e sure,

alle o€arcn 1 acs 0pia S Uares,
L0 Glscover & wan,

+I anyohe prectises fairness,
Alwing &t nonour,
ana 1 will forgive.....

sehovsh, tanlne €;es wre on honour....

i salcd,
i‘hese, ..or souls, have no sense....

o0 Swites thew a lion from cover....

The movement of the piece is well-defined,
and comprises elements both of Jehovah and Jer-
emiah. Other examples are to be found in
Prophecies No.3l and 35. We do not know
what value the prophet placed upon his own
contribution to the message, but it is clear
from Ch.15.v.19 that at times he entertained
serious doubts regarding it. The point to
observe is that it was quite permissible to
blend the guidance of Jehovah with the
application or the comment of hisx prophet,
both being couched in the same rhythm and
both forming real and essential elements in
the poemn.

S5till greater poetic license may be
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observed in certain pieces, where the pro-
phet places into the mouth of his people,

not the words which they utter, but rather
the words which he would fain they did utter.
In this way he no doubt relieved the terrible
tension of his own soul, for he longed to
hear his people repenting and returning to
Jehovah: -

oveel we belong to Thee,

For Taou wrt Jehiovan our God,
Lruly Leceptive are buaals,

Tine wob on tne mountain,
But wlon. l1lu Jehovah our Goa,

18 tne saving os Israel...(Prophe; IN..17)

his highly poetical usage, appearing in the
midst of & wWord of Jehovah, reveals the
breadth of view and freedom enjoyed by the
prophet in his literary usages.

There are poems included in the
collection that do not profess to be messages
&t &ll from Jehovah, but are gquite plainly
challenges thrown out by the prophet to
stir the hearts of his people. These are
designec to rouse them to activity of some
kind, and may best be compared to Wordsworth's
Poems on National Independence and Liberty.
Such poems carry with them a direct command
or urge a particular policy, and they clearly
prove that while the prophet did toi travel
far from the Divine command and the revealed
guidance of Jehovah, he could and did give
political guidance. This appears from Pro-
phecy No.l1l9,

fell it in Judsn, yroclwim anc say,
3low . @ 0last throusi the land,
Cry to the rull!
oeY, uet us gother wnd enter
The c¢ilies of strength.
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Curry the ounnci to oion!
flee wnu aelay not!

For aisaster cowes from “he North
Al & erash tremondous.

And that Jeremiah had something definite

to say to nis people, when the invader had
investec the city, can be illustrated from
several of his poetic pieces. Even although
his counsel nay have been almost a counsel
of despair, he did not hesitate to deliver
it, as in Prophecy No.37:-

We have heard theil. rumour,
Limp wre our hands,
Distress overpowers us,
wilthing like cnildbirth.

Go not to ihe open,

Nor the footpath tread,
For armea is the foe,
witn terror around....

In such pileces there is a suspicion that
there is more of the poet than the prophet,
and they do indeed mark the transition point
where Jeremiah passes from being the pure
spokesman of Jehovah and becomes the lyrical
man of verse. He was certsinly the prey of
the wost intense and disturbing emotions,
which found relief only in the exercise of
poetry.

One of the deepest emotions in the
soul of the prophet of Anathoth was that of
religious doubt and agony, and this he ex-
pressed direct to God in outbursts of the
most moving verse .. These poems so far from
being messages from Jehovah to Jeremiah are
communications from the prophet to God. In
Chapter 20 verse 7 we find Jeremiah in
anguish charging Jehovah with misleading him,
and verse 12 is & request addressed to God

to ‘
1, Si Guwge Bdase Swaills Jc«.;/\.z/][//_aw 1;L;, k- ”'a“*'/‘mji



to take vengeance upon his enemies. Such
pieces though not numerous are impressive
by their intensity of feeling, and they are
so unifue in the prophetical writings that
they form & class by themselves.

Closely related to these passion-
ate outbursts of poetry, and yet quite distinct
is the soliloquy. Study of the prophets is
shewing that the soliloquy was & distinct
artistic and literary device used in these
writings; it has been shewn to be used with
g&reat dramatic power by the Second Isaiah,(1)
&nd to an even greater degree Jeremiah was
a lover of the soliloquy. ~Prophecies 48
and 49 are goou examples of the usage, while
22, beglnngng with

(0} Vltulu of mine, I writhe!

must surely vie with any example in any
literature. The prophet touched the level
of despair that Hamlet knew, for in Ch.20
vv.1l4ff. he describes his feelings:-

Cursed be the day I was born,
The day mother hore me,
o blessing upon it!

gursea be bhe breaker of news,
wino tola to wy futher,

A DOy 1is born you,

Coumpleting nis joy.
Let him hear a cry st morn,

A slogan at mid-day,

For sparing my life at birth,
Nor waking my wother =& brave.

Such lines are not addressed to anyone in

l. he veconu Iseian, v.v.lorrey,».1l88.
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particular: they are the genuine thoughts
and feelings that animated the troubled soul
of the man of God, and in them we see the
movements of his mind as he faced the great
problems of conduct and moral action. It is
well for ug that besides giving classical
expression/the umoral nature of the Divine
and the holy will of God for Israel, he in-
cludecd &lso the deeper reaches of his own
intimate experience, and in the form of

a series of soliloquyes, unmatched in the
Ula Testament, drew aside the vell that
screened his soul from the public gaze.

It will thhs be seen that Jeremiah,
while a great and heaven-sent prophet, was
& poet and an artist of no mean order, that
he was a master of the minutiae no less than
& createxr, gf mesthetic values, and that while
his outward mas tottering to its fall, he
was rearing a palace of spiritusl and artistie
and literary beauty, where the most discern-
ing of men still love to dwell.



27,

TIANoLATION.
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UL CALLS JiudulAl Tl Triww UF HIS UUae.loSION

PROPHECY NO.1.

Ch'ln4“9 ,17-19 ,lO'

TRANSLATION.

And the Word of the Lord fell upon me,

Before 1 formed thee within I planned thee,
Ana before you came forth I set thee apart,
A prophet to peoples I made thee,

Anéd I said,

Alas! O my Lord,
No speaker am I,
I am but a lad.

But Jehovah replied;

Say not, 'I am but a lad',
For to all that I smmd, thou shalt go,
And &l1ll I command, thou shalt say,

Be not feared of their face,
For beside thee am I to deliver,

And Jehovah stretched his hand and touched my mouth, and
Jehovah said to me; :

Behold! I place liy Word in thy mouth,
And you are to gird up your loins,
You shall stand and declaim against them,
Be not scared at their face,
Lest I scare thee before them.
And I, behold! I have made thee,
To-day like & city of strength
Like & wall of brass to the Kings of Judsah,
To her princes and folk of the land;
They shall struggle with thee, but never defeat thee,
For beside thee am I to deliver.
See! I appoint thee this day,
High over nations and kingdoms,
To tear up, tear down, and demolish,
To build up and to plant.
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PROPHECY NO.1l.

Ch.1.4-9,17-19, 10.

EXPOSITION.

These verses may be taken together as a single
prophecy, &8 they obviously belong to the origin of
Jeremiah's ministry as a prophet. They indicate
clearly that he recdved a definite call from God, who
intended the prophet for a great destiny; no less
than the bearing of His message to the peoples of
the werld. Jeremiah was unwilling to carry out
this comwmission, pleading that he was both too young
and too inexperienced as & speaker. But God will tsake
no refusal, but commands him to go forward with his
mission, assuring him of His Presence. By the symbolic
action ef touching Jeremiah's lips, Jehovah endows
him with the message, and fortifies him to defy his
enemies, like a brazen fortress, even though these
enemies be the kings and princes of Judah. All people
shal] fight with the prophet, but in the end he shall
win, because God is on his side. Indeed, the prophet
will effect the end of many things and building up
of many other things.

This call is interesting, because it proves that
Jeremiah had a sense of destiny; he was sure that God
meant him, It reveals also the timidity and backward-
ness of his personality, and. a typical unwillingness te
embark on so great a God-given mission. But notice
should be taken of the overbearing power of the
divine, which crushes every excuse and drives on the
trembling prophet to his fate, and yet endows him at
the same time with the message to deliver., In the
rise and fall of nations the prophet will have a vital
part to play- a fact which history confirms again and
again, and God warns him that his own people will
offer him & stubborn resistence. It is a large, stern,
statesmanlike commissien that God places in his

hand.
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THe INNbLD snAMNING OF ik, WAKRL-TREE,

PROPHECY NO.2.

Cholo 11—120 *

TRANSLATION.

And the Word of the Lord fell upon me, thus:
4hat are you seeing, Jeremish?

And I said:
The rod of a wakeLI am seeing.

And Jehovah said to me:
Well have you seen!

For I am awsake,
To make good My Word.

Yhe tamaret v T Afmncnd - st
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PRUPHECY NO.2.

Ch.l.ll-lz.

EXPOSITION.

While Jeremiah was in keditation one day,
contemplating a tree, he hears Jehovah speaking to
him. God enquires what he is looking at, and the
prophet answers that he is contemplating an almend
tree; a name which in the Hebrew has the sense
of"being awake". Jehovah then makes the rod ef
the tree interpret His message to his prophet, for
He is awake, like the tree, and He will make sure
that His Viord comes true.

This plece proves that Jeremiah was & psychie
person, who was subject to both visions and auditions.
Itx also portrays a favourite literary device of
the prophet, namely "the play upon a werd", fer
the"wake"refers to both the tree and te Ged. Notice
also how in this contemplative meod, the prophet
sees the inner significance of common things like
trees.
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vvvvv

THE INNhK «BANING OF Mk oliIAING POT.

PROPHECY NO.3.

Ch.1. 13-16.

TRANSLATION.

And the Word of Jehovah fell upon me the second time,saying:
What are you seeing?
And I said:

A seething pot, with its face to the North.

And Jehovah gseid to me:-

From the North shall flame the trouble
Against @ll that live in the land,
For, behold! it is I that eall

To &ll the resalms of the North.

They shall come and take their place
On Jerusalem's Judgement seat,
Against each circling wall,

And sagainst each c¢ity of Judah.

I will utter my final decree,

For all their abandoning Me;

They paid homasge to other gods,

And bowed to the work of their hands.
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PROBHECY NO.3.

Cholvlz-le .
EXPOSITION.

Another psychic experlence comes te
the prophet, while he is gsazing agseethinz pot.
God challenges him to state what he is gazing upon,
and this being done, He explains the deeper meaning
of the seething pot, which has its face turned to
the Nerth. The fact that the pot spills over teo-
wards the North indicates that from the North
the trouble will emerge- or boil ever-, for it is
Jehovah who is calling the peeples ef the North to
attack Jgrusalem and take over the rule of the city.
This will/God's punishment fer the false religion
of the people of Israel.

This prophecy marks a fg§§§§r stage in
definiteness, for now the prophe m what quarter
the Jjudgement ef God will come., The North was the
traditional point of the compass, from which the
trouble of Palestine was supposed te emerge; but in
addition the Fall of Nineveh in 612 B.C. was bound to
give a suggestion to the perdeptive mind of Jeremisah.
The other details of the Bmky Fee from the North, as
shewn by F. Wilke(Das Skythenproblem in Alttestament-
liche Studien fur Kudolf Kittel) indicate the
3abylonians.

L. C‘ %".W W [ 279 }ﬂoy&, ;'lmm Ni‘#\. l;\. /-ro‘, &Cl»dd.‘s jML.#
47-I.
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PROPHECY No.4.

Ch.2. 1-3,

TRANSLATION.

And the Word of the Lord fell on me thus:

Go and cry in the ears of Jerusalem,

Saying, Thus ssaith the Lord;

I brood on the charm of thy youth,
The love of thy wedlock

Thy journey with.me in the desert,
In the land never sown,

Sacred was Israel to God,
The first of the crop,

All that touch her shall suffer,
Evil o'ertakes them,

Saith the Lord.
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PROPHECY NO.&.

Ch-z. 1‘3.

BXPOSITION.

This piece, couched in the most touch-
ing terms, is the poetical expression of the
prophet's theology. Jehovah has been the
national God from the youth of the race, and
He hgs been exclusively so. In these early
times, when the »jeople wandered in the desert
no misunderstanding or disloyalty marred the
serenity of their intercourse. A mutual pacy -
existed between the two, &nd there was no
thougnt of & third. So precious is Israel
to Jehovah that he defends her against any
threatening oppressor.

The charge of favouritism falls to the
ground when it is seen that Ismzel chose
Jehovah just as anxiously as Jehovah chose
Israel, nor can it be disputed that in
the Hebrew people God chose the spiritual
aristocrats of the world to mediate His will
to men,

The text requires no emendation.
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PROPHECY NO. 5.

Ch.2.4-13u

TRANSLATION.

Hark to the Word of Jehovah,
Ye House of Jacob,
And all ye tribes,
Ye House of Israel.

Thus doth Jehovah spesak;

What fault found your fathers in me,
That Ne they estranged, '
And off they went after phantoms,
Till phantoms they turned,nor said,
"Where is Jehovah that raised us
From the land of Egyptians,
Wwho guided us through the desert, »
Through land of waste and pitfalls®?

And I brought you to the Garden,
To taste its fruit and bounty,
But ye came anc stained my land,
And my Gomsin ye made & scandal,
And the legal experts shunned Me,
The leaders rebelled against Me,

* And the prophets foretold by Basl,

And after the worthless pursued.

Therefore, still make I charges sgainst you,
The very oona of your sons do I charge.

Just cross to the Iule of Cyprus and see,
To Kedsar send and note full well,
And see if there be the like of this.

Does & people change its gods,

And they not gods at all?

But my people has changed its Glory,

For what has no worth.

Tremble, ye Heavens, at this,

And bristle up with hoppor,

For twain are the wrongs of my people,
Me they have left, the Fount of Fresh Water,

And hewn for themselves wells that

are cracked
That cannot hold water. ’
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PROPHECY NO.8.

Ch020 4"150

EXPOSITION.

This is & sustained, dramatic indiect-
ment of the nation. Opening with a call to
the entire country, he fires stinging
rhetorical questions that can admit of only
one answer, to be followed by unmitigated
charges of wickedness, and so he rises to a
thrilling crescendo by apostrophising the
Heavens, and then the effort closes in & verse
of pathos and beauty.

There is & play on the word "hebel",
translated &s "phantoms", & favourite device
of the prophet to secure ridicule. The
"Garden" is of course not the Garden of Eden
but obviously the Promised Land.

The argument 1s that 1srael has given
its allegiance to other gods, but this is
unreasonable, firstly because nations do not
change their gods as & rule, and secondly

because it brings dire consequences to their
souls.
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THE REAL KiASON OF ISHARL'S rUIN.

Prophecy No.6.

Ch.2.vl4-19.

TRALSLATION.

Is Isrsel slave or stepson?
¥hy is he plundered?
Against him bellow the lions,
They let out a roar,
They render his land a waste,
His cities they ruin.
Even the sons of Memphis and Daphnae,
Are shaving thy crown.
Is not this the result for thee,
Of leaving me, thy God? o
‘What business have you with Egypt
To s8ip Nile-water? i
What business have you with Asshur,
To sip Stream-water?
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PrROPHECY No.6.

Ch. 20 14'19.

BAPOSITION.

The Nabopolassar Chronicle ‘makes it clear
that at this time Egypt and Assyria were
scting in concert, and the prophet asserts
that Judah was placing its trust in this
slliance, and therefore in the gods of these
two world powers, to the ruin of their
cities sna the disgrace of their name.
Frienaless and alone, like a slave or a
step-son, the land is plundered by the
invader. The cause of their disasters is
their lack of faith in Jehovah.

Here Jeremiah reveals his spiritusal
penetration, for when & nation deserts its
religion it aisintegrates. lioral power and
coursge, and the incentive to sacrifice
anda enthusiasm &all wither when the religious
wotive is not there. This is more especially
true of & higher religion like that of the

prophets, in which moral values were so
" strongly d.veloped.

1 S Nobojubasens Chosusd € § Gudd. 1923
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PROPHECY No.7.

Ch.2. 20-25a.

TRANSLATION.

Of yore thou breakest thy yoke,
Thou snappest thy thongs,
And sayest "I will not be bound".
And I, I planted thee choice,
Seed wholly stlect;
How have you come to be bitter,
A grape gone wild?
Yes! wash you with soda,
Ané multiply soap,
But deep is your guilt in my eyes.....
Saith Jehovah,
How can you say,"I am stainless"?
"I never went after false gods"?
See your career in the Valley!
Think what you did!
A camel of spirit,
kRecrossing her tracks,
An ass inured to the desert,
In heat she scents the breeze,
Kexxisxxxexwis
Her desire who can thwart?
Not a single suitor need faint,
In her month they can get her,
Save then thy foot from exposure,
Thy throat from the parching.
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PROPHECY No.7.

Ch.2. 20-25a.

rXPOSITION.

This is an effort bo bring home to the
people the sense of sin. They cannot claim
merit for the past, for the past has been a
record of consistent "breakaways". As an
animal goes wild and breaks its trappings,

&3 & plant of fine stock goes wild, so has

the nation rejected the restraints placed on
it by the worship of Jehovah. In reply to
their protestations of innocence, the prophet
points them to the Valley- probably the Valley
of Hinnom, where other gods were worshipped-
ana likens them to & wild, careering camel

ana & witless ass. So far from stainless the
nation has guilt ingrained in its nature,

and God cannot condone it.

The prophet is very conscious that mono-
theism is a religion of restraint.



DISASTIER KiVEALS T, FUTILITY OF FALSE GODS.

PROPHECY NO.S8.

ChoZn 26-280

TRANSLATION.

Like the blush of & thief when dlscdvered

So blushes the House of Israel,

They, their kings and their princes,

Their priests and their prophets,

Who acddress a block as "iy father",

And & stone, "Thou gavest me birth%,

They have turned upon me the back,
But never the face.

Yet in time of their trouble they call,
"Up and preserve us!”

But where are the gods ye made you?
"Up} let them save you!"

For the sum of thy cities has reached,
Thy gods, 0 Judah,
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PROPHECY NO.8.

Cho 2. 26-28 .

BAPUSITION.

4 thief really kmows better than to steal,
anc when he is caught he blushes. Israel
too knows better than to worship idols, and
when the futility of the idols is exposed.
what can they do but blush? The "fair
weather" gods can do nothing in the hour of
need, but there is & trenchent reply waiting
for them wnen they appeal to Jehovah, whom
they have slighted. Therown gods should be
able to save them, for they have so many of
them!

Notice the distinct dramatic toueh in
the piece, and the change of rhythm in the
.middle to reflect the change of emotion.
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PROPHECY No.9.

Ch.2. 29-30.

TRANSLATION.

why do ye wrangle with iie?
You all have rebelled!

In vain I struck your sons,
A lesson they learned not.

A sword devoured your prophets,
Like & lion destructive.
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PROPHECY No.9.

Ch. 2. 29-30.

RXPOSITION.

The nation may try to evade the
charge by legal quibbles- the term is & legal
term especially in Proverbs- but the fact of
rebellion is indisputable. Jehovah corrected
them by striking the young men in battle-
such is the énference of the original- and
by making an example of the prophets, presum-
ably the false prophets. A well-supported
emendation in the text changes the sense of
the last lines of the piece.



Ioratl, FCRGLTS GOD AND HIS BOUKTIES.

-

Prophecy No.lO.

Choza V.31—32.

TRANSLATION.

A desert zm 1 to Israel?
A land uwnillumined?
why do ye say,"We are off;
Nevermore to return unto thee?"
Does a maiden forget her adornings?
Or a brice her bands?
Yet my oeople forget)for days
In number untold.
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PhOPHECY No.1lO0.

Chn 2. 51"320

BAPUSITION.

There is souething strikingly original
in the opening question. That a God could
ever be & desert seems irrg;ional, and yet
israel shnnned its God Jjust/a man might
shun a pathless waste or a pitch-black
country. Could it be that Jehovah frightened
worsnippers away from Him? Certainly the
people ran off ag if in terror, and Jehovah
slipped out of their minds altogether.

In the popular mind in our own age there is
‘the same dread of moral religion as of an
uninviting ana pathless waste or a dreadful
aud dark regionm.

Notice how the poetic instinet can
relieve the note of complaint by picturing
the happy bride decking herself for the
wedding. No bride would ever forget the
cress thet sets her off; yet Israel forgets
its God, its true price and glory.
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PROPHKCY NO.1ll.

Ch02056-370
TRANSLATION.

How very exhausted you are,
Your policy shifting!

At the hands of Egypt you blush,

Just &8s you blushed at Assyria.

out of this thing shall thou come,
With thy hands on thy head,

For Jehovah has spurned thine allles,
No success at their hands!
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PRUPHECY No.ll.

Choz; 36‘57.

EXPOSITION.

This is a threat that the nation will
suffer aisaster from its Egyptian alliance,
and the prophet offers his sympathy for a
country that is constantly shifting its
Giplomatic policy. It must be recalled that
Lgypt and Assyria were at this time allies in
an endeavour to crush the rising power of
sdabylon. Assyrisa w:..s a disappointment to
Juaah, and the prophet promises that Egypt
will be the same, ana his promise was ful-
filled 1n 586.8.C.

The typical gesture of grief and shame in
the kast 1s placing the hands on the head.

It is a declaration that the nation ought
not to rest upon the strength of other countr-
ies, but upon its own courage and its great
God. The day came when Jeremish unblushingly
advocated the claims of Babylon as the friend
ant helper of Judah.
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PROPHECY No.l2.

Ch. 3.1.

Translation.

If & man divorces his wife, and she
leaves him and belongs to another man, can
she really return to him again? Is that
woman not thoroughly polluted?  And yet you,
who have played the harlot with many lovers,
would dare to come back to me} Saith
Jehovah.
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PRUSHECY No.l2.

ch., &x. 1.

BAPUSITION.

This verse appears to be a prose
precis of the following verses of poetry,
anG may or may not be Jeremianic in origin.
There is no cogent reason why the prophet
should not have used the medium of prose
just as he used verse.

It is one of the prophet's favourite
& fortiori arguments. If a polluted woman
cannot expect to get back to her husband, how
can polluted israel _.ope to be received by
an outraged God?

Although couched in what is termed the
Deuteronomic style, it need not necessarily
be associated with that Code or school of
thought. It is typieally Jeremianic in
thought and spirit.
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SHe BATION 1o Dlwldia DUUSL. Wliii J.HOVAH.

PhOPHECY No.l3.

Cho 3. 2"5.

THRANSLATION.

Lift thine eyes to the heights and see,
where not wast thou ravished?
un the roadsides you waited for then,
Like an Arab in the desert.
Thou hast spoiled the land with thy lustings,
Too many friends are thy snare,
The brow of & harlot is thine, ’
You refuse to be shamed.
Hast thou not called me,"udy Father",
"priend of my youth"?
"Will He always hold back,
"Or forbear evermore?"

Thus have ye spoken,
But wrongs have ye done to your utmost!
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PROPHECY No.l3.

Ch.5. 2-5.

EAPOSITION.

ine worshnip of gods other than Jehovah
was always regarded by Jeremiah in terus of
a sexual image. opiritual indédelity was as
loathsome to the pu.e soul of Anathoth as
maritsl infidelity. Just as the Arad lurked
about the tracks of the desert, ready for
spoil, so Judah haunted the places where
she played false to Jehovah. It is probabdble
that the "heights" referred to were scenes
of vulgar devotion to the baals or local
gods. Lo accustomed is Israel to worshipping
other gods that she is unconscious of being
false to Jehovah, and this is the tragedy in
the eyes of the prophet. It is the old charge
of hypocrisy.
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PROPHECY No.l4.

Cho Za 6_"150

Prosge.

This prose piece, despite its resembl-
ances to beuteronomic diction, has the
phraseology of Jeremiah embedded in it.
"5tocks and stones®,"turning to Jehovah",
"Under each green tree®, and "rebellion"
all are the literary stock-in-trade of
the prophet. Usually in his poetry he
makes no distinction between Israel and
Judah: here h-is contention rests vitally
upon the distinction.

As againstiktthose who would deny this
plece to Jeremiah on the ground that it is
merely & Demteronomic paraphrase, it may be
urged thut the Deuteronomic. style was not the
perquisite of a school, but the essential
literary style o a whole age, Jjust like the
Elizabethan in ¥nglish, and that if Jeremiah
wrote in prose, he would use no other style.

The thought of the passage is clear.
Northern Ilsrael, which went into Exile in
721 B.C., is instancec as a warning to Judah.
woral and spiritual feaithlessness, which
caused God to exile the Northern Kingdoms,
will also be the ruin of Judah.
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PROPHECY No.lo.

Ch, 3. 14-17.

2rose.

Verses 17 and 18 are inconsistent with ,
Jerewiah's thought-world, snd do not belong
to the prophecy in its original form.

it is clear that the destruction of Jer-
usalem has taken place, and the Temple along
with the Ark isxdestroyed. The nation is in
exile. Now the prophet's hope shines clearer
than ever in the dark hours of the nation's
life. Firstly, he assures them that they
will certaihly return from exile, not perhaps
in large numbers- one from a city and two
from & tribe- and that they will find the Ark
quite unnecessary to their religious life.

It is the bold message of a faith that could
triumph over every disaster.
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Ch. &. 19-20.

TRainoLATION.

As for e, I had meditated,

How shall I rank thhe as sons?

50 1 gave thee & lané of delight,

A gift, the beauty of nations.

And I thought,"iy Father" you'd call iie,
And from xe ye never would turn.
But,alas! as a woman betrays her sweetheart,
hven so has betrayed me the House of Israel,

Saith Jehovah.
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PROPHECY No.l6.

Cho:b- 19-20.

2XPUSITION.

‘This brief and yet besutifully complete
.piece illustrates the prophet's ingenious
use o1l rhythm, for he starts with the
matter of fact two stress line, swelling out
&t once into the sweep of the three beats,
and concludes with the fullness and roundness
of the irresistible four beats.

Jehovahsplan was to place Israel on
‘& par with other nations of the world, and to
do this He had to secure for them & land of
their very own. He did this, expecting the
nation would gladly acknowledge Him and cleave
to Him, but despite the beauty and delight i
of Palestino, they lightly scoffed his care
and affection in the style of a wanton
woman .

Notice that God takes the initiative
throughout, an iaea that is fundamental to
the ilew Tegstament likewise.

otice &lso the resemblance between
"wy Father™ here and in the New Testament.
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PROPHECY No.l7.

Ch.3.21- 4.2,

TRANOLATION.

un the heights re-echoes weeping,
The pleadings of Israel's sons,

Because they have lost their way,
Forgotten their God.

"heturn! ye retrograde sons,
Let Me cure your relapses".

"See! We belong to Thee,
For Thou art Hehovah our Godf¥
Truly, deceptive are baals,
The mob of the mountain,
But truly in Jehovah our God
1s the safety of Israel.
The baal has devoured the toll of our fathers;
Sink we in shame ,heaped o'er with reproach,
For our God have we wronged,
Nor paid heed to the voice of Jehovah.”

If thou wilt return, Israel,
Saith Jehovah,

Anda clear out your icols before Me,
Nevermore to go wrong,
And swear'"By Jehovah",

with honesty, justice and virtue,

Then blessed through thee are the nations,
Ana in thee shall they glory.
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PROPHECY NO.L7.

Ghnatzl- 4.20

LAPOOITION.

The prophet hears the cry of those who
are on the heights-probably the high places
of baals-weeping in despair, for they have
lost their way, but his poetic insight
percadves that it is really their God
Jehovah they are looking for, and he seems
to hear Him urging them to return. Then,
by & strong poetic conceit, Jeremiah hears
israel confessing with shame its sin of
apostasy, while in reply the voice of Jehovah
promises the netion world honour.

The quaint and dramatic use of dialogue
in this piece is worth noting, and also the
skilful way by which each dialogue express-
es s movement of thought in the mind of the
poet. God takes the initiative by inviting
them to return; they respond with repentance,
and He replies with the promige of & high
place among the nations.

1t is & matter of historic fact that
the world has been blessed by the Hebrew
conception of & moral and holy God.

-
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PrOPHECY NO.18.

Ch64. 3-4.

TRANSLATION.

For thus hath spoken Jehovah,
To Judeans and people of Jerussalem:-

Plough up your unploughed land,

Nor sow among thorms,

Turn up for Jehovah, (1)
And scatter your hardness of heart,
Lest belch like fire His anger,
And blaze with never a quencher,

1. The root Dbesides meaning "strip off"
has also the meaning "scrape or turn up"
See B.D.B. p.576.
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Ch.4o 3"40

EXPOSITION.

with & few well-authenticated but

vital changes, this plece yields admirable
thought. The rural wind of the prophet sees
tracts of the nation's soul left barren and
uncultivated, and he summons it to "drive
the coulter deep” and carefully cultivate
this land, devoted to Jehovah. Such plough-
means the ploughing up of their own hearts,
so that there is no hard crust left. If the
nation refuses, terrible punishment will be
administered by Jenovah.

The analogy is besautifully suggestive.
The nation has moral and spiritual resources
lying undeveloped, and waiting for the hand
that is willing to work them. The moral
teaching of Jehovah is like a plough driving
through a man's soul; it turns things upside
down ana seems cruel, The idea is worked out
by John wasefield in the Everlasting uercy.

The warning not to sow among thorns is
the seed-thought which blossomed later in the
lovely parable of the Sower, told by Jesus.
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PROPHECY No.l9.

Ch.4.5-8,15-18.

TRANSLATION.,

Tell it in Judah, proclaim and say,
Blow ye & blast through the land,
Cry to the full.
Say,"Let us gather and enter
The cities of strength;
"Carry the banner to Sion,
Flee and delay not,
"For disaster comes from the North
And & crash tremendous"®.

Up mounts the lion from cover,
The feller of nations,
He is up and out from his spot
To turn thy land into waste,
Thy cities shall burn,
With never a dweller.
For this gird on sackecloth,
Beweep and bewail,
For noneturns the heat
Of God's anger from us.

See! like & cloud he arises,
A whirlwind his chariots,
Swifter than eagles his horses.
"YWoe be to us!
"We are spoiled",
The shout of a scoumt from Dan,
A sentry from Ephraim's height.
Impress on the proud,"Beware",
Announce to Jerusalem,
"Invaders have come from the land of beyond,
And raised against towns of Judah their voice.
They patrol in the open,
They face her all round,
For Me she defies" saith Jehovah.
Cleanse from evil your heart, O Jerusalem,
To be worthy of saving.
How long will you harbour within you,
Your troublesome plots?

BT A EE NG LT e iR
This thy woe is so bitter,
That it pierces 3y the heart.
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PROPHECY NO.L9.

Ch.4.5-8,1%-18.

EXPOSITION.

This 1s the finest exhortation of the
poet. It thrills with emotion, and marches
forward to an inevitable close. It opens like
& trumpet blast, calling the nation to retrest
to the cover of the impregnable Sion. The
invader sweeps down from the North, and
nothing can stay him. One thing only can
save the nation: let Jerusalem repent and do
right.

The invader from the North was not the
Scythian, but Babyldn(See Fritz Wilke, Das
Skythenproiem in Jeremiabuch, in Alttesta-
mentliche Studien fur Rudolf Kittel,
Lebpzig,1913). This would indicate that
the piece. which has all the first fine
rapture of prophecy, is to be placed about
6l2 8.C., the new date for the Fall of
Nineveh and the rtse of Babylon, or if not
certainly 605 B.C. the date of the Battle
of Carchemish.

This is also & splendid illustration of
how the poet rings the changes of emotion
by sudden and unexpected changes in the
rhythm,
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PROPHECY No.20.

Ch.4. 9-10.
TRANSLATION.

And it shall come to pass in that day,
saith Jehovah, that the courage of king and
prince shall fail, the priests shall be
shocked and the prophets bewildered. And they
shall say, "AR! Lord God,indeed right well
have you cheated this people and Jerusalem,
saying, "well will it go with you", and
look! the sword touches to the quick.
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wioPiadi AnND 21olLLUoludebnT wlldl SKEIZE
LHe, NLTION.

PROPHECY No.20.

Ch. 4. 9210.

PROSE.

Although couched in prosaic language
this section breathes a daring idea, which
coulc only have come from the prophet. He
pictures the time when the leaders of the
nation in sheer bewilderient and terror will
turn upon Jehovah and accuse Him of mislead-
ing them. They will assert that He assured
them &ll would be well, whereas they have
found disaster and ruin.

Jerewuiah, in another place, charges God
with misleading him personally, and this
indicates that he tended to think along such
unconventional lines. (See Ch.20.v.7.)

The truth is that it was the false or
time-serving prophets who promised such
rosy dawns to the nation, and not Jeremiah.

There is & clear Jeremianic idea at the
core of the passsage.
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Gob'o Teniionie. BEROCCO.

PhuPHRCY No.Z2l.

Cho4. ll"lz-

PROSE.

The sirocco-perhaps an actual occurrence
in the experience of the prophet- is a
"thought-starter" snda opens up a fresh
idea of moral and spiritual cleansing of
the people. Altough expressed in prose,
quite possibdy the prose of the prophet,
the idea 1s & poetic one, and the form is
exceediingly dramatic, especially the end.
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PROPHECY No.22.

Ch-4019-2l-
TRANSLATION.

0 Vitals of mine! I writhe!
walls of my mind!

My mind is all a tumult,
No silence for me!

For the bugle-call I hear,
The slogan of battle.

Crash upon crash resounds,
For spoiled is the land,

In & flash are spoiled my tents,
In & moment my curtains,

How long muB$ I see the ensign,
And hear the bugle-call?

N TR
O aadiviie
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PKOPHECY Fo.22.

Ch.2. 19-21.

This intensely personal effusion shews
the poet «t the height of his literary
power. 1t is & marvelléus revelation of
his inmost feelings, and a perfect example of
how invasion wust have struck home to the
average Hebrew, He is thrilled to the finest
fibre of his being by the slogan and the
trumpet, ané &s he looks around at his
ruined country his heart reaches breaking-
point.

Poetically, this is & gem that haunts the
mind by its artistic finish, while it shews
how the 3:2 beat can be sustained with
telling and touching effect.

It is clearly an eye-witness speaking, and
the invasion is probably the first attack
of iNebuchadnezzar in 597 B.C.
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1iVasION DisVAoTATES Tilk, COUNTRHY .

PRUPHECY No.23.

Ch. 40 23-260

TRANSLATION.

scanned the earth, and lo! confusion,

The heavens with never a light,

scanned the hills, and behold! they quaked,
Ana all the hills were trembling,

scanned, behold! no human being,

bBach wing in heaven had fled,

scanned, behold! the orchard desert,

kach city laid low.
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PROPHECY No.23.

Ch. 4. 25-26.

2APUSLTION .

That Jeremiah could employ more than one
metre to describe the desolation of war is
proved by this prophecy. The 3:2 beat was
used in Prophecy No.23, while here we feel
the sweep of the long 4 beat line, and the
effect is almost terrible. It is possibdble
to feel the touch of the "numinous", as
Otto would say.

1t is probwuble that we have here a
degceription of the effect of the invasion
of 697 B.C.
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LHIL INVAoIUn Io GOD's PLAN i ULo swi 1dupalT.

PROPHECY No.24.

TRANSIZTOON .

Waste becomes all the land,
Yet a finish I make not,
Yor this lamenteth the land,
Ana dark is heaven on high,
For I have spoken and plannedqd,
And 1 neither repent nor resile.
At thefshouting of horseman and bowman,
Flees all the land;
They enter the thickets,
The cliffs they ascend,
Each city abandoned, ‘
With never a dweller within it.
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PROPHECY No.24.

Ch. 4. 27-29.

This passage 1is no¥7peake suggests "A
mitigating gloss", but a vivid message hot #£x
from the heart of the prophet. The A.V.
ambiguously translates the second half-line
"vet will I not make & full end", but the
exact meaning is the opposmite of saving the
nation. Jehovah, in fact, is not yet finished
with His work of punishing the nation, and
this wmesning is confirmed by the line, "I
neither repent nor resile"., It is & grim
prophecy.

The change in rhythm in the middle indiec-
ates the quick movement of the refugees,
flying for their lives.

The God revealed here 1s a majestic and
uncompro:aising Being, with sowmething of iron
in His nature.
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APPhiticiinCid CANNGT DECLIVL THE BNELY:
THL LaTlON COLLAPSES.

PROPHECY No.25.

Ch.4. 30-31.

TRANSLATION .

And you! what are you doing,
That you dress up in scarlet,
Ana deck you with trinkets of gold,
Anu widen your eye with cosmetic?
In vain you look pretty!
kejected art thou of thy darlings,
Thy life are they after!

A voice a&s in labour I heard,

The scream of first travail,

The voice of the said of Sion agasp,
ohe spreads out her hands!:

Alas for me! but it fainteth-
wuy soul at the slayers!
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PROPHLCY No.25.

Ch.3. 50-31.

BXPOSITION.

Judah had professed friendship to
lgypt ana Babylon by turns and not
seldom &t one and the same time, bheliew
ing that such professions would secure
her peace if not prosperity. The pro-
phet resorts to the device of person-
ifying his nation as a woman, who
endeavours to increase her charms
by artificiak methods. She little
knows that they mean to end her.

Dramatically, he hears & piercing
scream; it is the painted and powdered
beauty reduced to anguish and tears,
~overwhelmed with panic at the brutal-
ity of the invaders.

Anc such is the incarnation of Israel.
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WU dlaeoTY  da Tihs CAPITAL:
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PROPHECY No.26.

Ch.b-l"bb-Ch.4.22-Ch-5.50-6.

TRANSLATION.

nove through the streets of Jerusalem,
Look well and make sure,
Ana search in her squares,
To fina out a man;
If anyone practises fairness,
Adhering to truth,
Ana I will forgive.
But if "3y Jehovah"™ they speak,
indeed, it is falsely they swear.

Jenovah, thine eyes are on truth,

You strike,but they will not faint,

lou end them, they wont pay heed,

They harden their faces like flint,
They refuse to return.

As for me I concluded, .
Poor souls! THESE have no sense,
They know not the way of Jehovah,

The Law of their God.

Off will I go to the leaders,

And daiscuss it with them,

For THEY know the way of Jehovah,

The Law of their God.

But dull are my people,
e they ignore.

Sons stupld are they,
No sense have they got.

Cunning are they to do wrong,
Doing good they ignore.

Yes! they have shattered the yoke,
Burst asunder the thongs.



©0 swites them & lion from cover,
A wolf of the waste despoils themn,
A leopard preys on their cities,
All that go outside are torn,

For great are their sins,

And mighty their treason.
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Prophecy No.26.

Ch.5.1-5b. Ch.4.22. Chb.5c=~6.

EXPOSITIORN.

The Tester of the nation is seen at work here.
He challenges the city to produce a single honest man,
either from the dark and narrow alleys or from the bright
oven mariet places where the idlers were wont to gather.
lie incites the searchers to ransack every corner that no
chance be lost of finding a msn. ‘There were plenty of men,
of & xind, but not ,the real kind. ..en who acted squarely -
and kept their word of honour were at a premium, and one
alone was needed to save the city. What an indictment! . -
hven when the people do promise’ bv the sacred name of . .
Jehovah, they break thelr word, and when moral punis hment
falls they cannot see the noint of it. They wont take a
lesson, but rather harden and feel offendr a.

The provhet's appeal tc the influential people far
no better. The; nrove as dull and stupid as the rank and
file. Although cunning in wickedness, they do not know.
the first thing about virtue and human kindness. In the
final mutters of life,“thev have Xkicked the traces".

ATl thin, says Jeremish, is closely connected witb
the troubles .0f the’ nation and the straits in which it fin
itself. Indeed this is the" very cause of dimster. Behindl
every political and national i8pue- Jeremiah believed .

ther8?E moral and religious issue. Sin and rebellion ‘sla;
expdained the national catastrophe, and virtue alone e,f*
reverse it. '
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Ul wUST PUNIoH JluwwORAL hinl.IGIONISTS.

PROPHECY No.27.

Ch-5. 7"90
TRANSLATION.

How can I forgive you?
Your sons have left iie,
And sworn by unreal gods.
1 sated them and they lusted,
In harlots' houses they dwell,
Stallions lusty are turned,
Each other's wives are they after!

such people shall I not punish?
saith Jehovah,
And on such a nation a&s this
ohall ‘I not take revenge?
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PROPHICY No,.27.

Chuﬁo 7"9.
BXAPOSITION.

God is anxious to forgive the
nation, but how can He, when it is so
morally worthless? Instead of follow-
ing virtue when they were prosperous,
they broke the bonds of matrimony and
becaae licentious. For God, therefore,
there is no alternative.

such conduct goes hand in hand with
the desertion of the religion of Jehovah,
for the gods they follow are "nons
entities? -

it is possible to regard "harlots'
houses" as the gods of the "nonentitiesg”
and in this case the rites would have
been definitely imworal, but we possess
too few facts regarding this worship of
false gods to pronounce on the subject.

The famous question at &he end is
purely rhetorical: the answer is a re-
sounding negative,



1lo.

THE NATION TOLs NOT TAK: GOL shnluloLY:
1T wUsT SUFFrk.

PROPHECY NO.28.

Chaﬁ- 10-140

TRANSLATION.

Up through her vines, and despoil!
No stop must ye make!
Cut away their defences!

For none of Jehovah's are they.

For badly have broken with Me,
The Houses of Israel and Judah, Saith Jehovah.

They denied Jehovah, affirming, "Not He! "
"There comes upon us no evil,
"Sword nor famine we see",
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PROPHECY NO.28.

ch.5. 10-14.

EXPOSITION.

By rejecting the last two verses as s
later addition, the idea of the piece gains in clearness
ana point. It is & ringing summons to all concerned to
deal ruthlessly with Israel, to tear cown her defences,
since God has withheld His protection from His own
people. They have played false to their God, never
areaming that He would avenge Himself upon them for
their treachery. The "defences" were the strong branches
that supportec and protected the vines on the hills of
Palestiine, but now these were to be stripped away and
the choice vine despoiled. 1Israel forgot that it is a
terrible thing to fall into the hands of the Living God.

By a fine poetie indifference, the piece
is asddressed neither to the prophet, nor to the nation,
nor to the invader, but to all and sundry. It is the
lyrical cry of the poet-prophet, who must deliver his
message ana give expression to his pent-up emotions,
careless of the class or sect that hears.
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PROPHECY No.29.

Ch.b. 156-17.

TRANSLATION.

Behold! I am bringing sgainst you
A nation from afar,

A nation of unknown tongue,

None can grasp what it says,
All of them heroes.

It shall eat thy crop and bread,

It shall eat thy sons and daughters,

It shall eat thy crop and herd,

It shall eat thy vine and fig,

It shall shatter thy mighty cities,

Wwhereon ye rely.
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PROPHECY No.29.

Choso 15-17.

KRXPOSITION.

God is here the God of history
anu of action. He causes the enemy to
come and invade Palestine, and overturn
every defence of the country. This in-
volves the conception of a God of the
world, &s One that can summon nations
"from afar®. Such an invader devastates
the entire land, demolishing crops and
hexrds, and even the truated fortresses
will be levelled.

The pasmgex belongs with 4.6.,
4.7., 4.16, to the invasion group of
prophecies. 1t cannot be Egypt because
it comes "from the north", nor can it
apply to the supposed Scythians, whosge
invasion, if it ever took place, was but
a passing skirmish. Wilke(Das Skythen-
problem in Jeremia Buch, see pp.223-
254 of Alttestamentliche Studien fur
Kittel, 1913) has demonstrated that
this group ofx passages refers to Bab-
ylon.

The. terror is increased by the
fact that the invader speaks a different
language, and also the last line of de-
fence, the fortresses, will be smashed.
Thus only Jehovah is left as their
defence.
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GUL wILL TULE THb T4BLss uii LoKAEL.

PROPHECY No.20.

Ch.5. 18-19.

PROSE.

Although this piece 1s couched in prose
it bears the stamp of originality, and
refddots even though faintly & literary
ingenuity. The folk who are worshipping
the gods of strangers, will get more than
enough of strangers: they will be their
slaves. Just as they left Jehovah to serve
strange gods in their own land, so they
would serve strsnge men in a land not their
own.

The phraseology may be stereotyped, but
the idea rings true to Jeremiah's thought.
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PROPHECY No.3l.

Ch. 6. 20-24.

TRANSLATION.

Tell this in the House of Jacob,
Announce it in Judah.

w&rk this, O senselmess people,

kyes have ye got but see nothing,

Ears have ye got but hear nothing.

ke ye should fear, saith Jehovah,
iy presence should dread.

No thought in their minds:
"Let us fear Jehovah our God,
Who sends the autmmnal shower,
The rain in the springtime,
The rotation of weeks,
The harvest He watches for us"

Your guilt has disarranged these:
Your sin has kept back the blessing.



121,
fwﬁtcﬁ Na. Jl.
Ch. 5 20-20

Yurd:

l?’_ PR P S Y
Cawwa Myl
*hap kY IXNT X1TiYRe

Lff LT ' F
e -ibl anh wry

! i¥pgr Xh1o mAY @3N

QA" " XD ANTD X2 AXD
3 .

,jban)-xs \Jﬂ{’ ﬂ..\

! , - ‘2
01172 e XX2
X AT Ax X1

Mir ¥ 7N F;-’J@

iAYa  9IPm

10k Vhx) sl xx ﬂl‘?n ﬂﬂlw

2 il l";l l'\! AL s ‘l:f!n/.l

N - ) VP
} Ok peot 2‘”} wed v 33 anAedee addilive Budessorc - o, ! -IJLZ ah “" !r
4 Oud ‘\4Mﬁ Aest leh/u_‘g, SHertun o~ . ' 4

§ Ounik 'D3h s eeiiciglien

nhx " 4N B2

5.
‘Rizn A DI NIXBN]



122,

PROPHECY NO.31.

Ch.5.20-24.
EXPOSITION.

The ideas in this passage move smoothly
and clearly,if we omit the latier »art of
vergse 22 and the whole of verse 23, This is a
prose inseriion, which fits ill with the voetry
and it smacks too clearly of = later slossator
of the Deuteronomic tyne. It looks very like =
marginal comment that has been grafted into
the text,

The message to the nation is definite. It
must return to common sense, use its eyves and
ears, and give resnect to the God who does
things. Unfortunately, the peonle never
dreamned of thinking back from the seasons -
to the One who arrangeéd the seasons with un-
failing regularity. ‘A medern~version might be:-

Back of the loaf -is the snowy floewer,
And back of the flour the mill, i
And back ‘of the mill is the wheat and the showex
And the sun ‘and -Jehovah's will. b

The econelusion of the prophet is arresting.
It is the sin of the people that has affected
the seasons. This implies that the harvest has
failed, with, no doubt, varalysing effects upon
the whole country. The reasoning from the bad
harvest back to a moral issue might appear
crude to & modern mind. The natural world seems
to be run by unchanging laws, and does not allow
for interference even by God. It anspears, how-
ever, that even physical laws do not cover all
events, and the religious mind cannot admit.that
God is shut out from the world He made. It.ls
s fact of hurén experience that material cisaster
does, and perhaps, should, lead men to turn to

God.
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PROPHECY No.32.

cho 5. 26-290

TRaNoLATION.

iy people .are found to have villains,
onares they lay down to destroy,

uen they take captive.
As & cage that is filled with birds,
30 their houses are filled with plunder;
Thus are they great and wealthy,

They overstep justice,

They make no plea for the orphan,
Nor the case of the poor decide.

For this shall I not punish,
Saith Jehovah,

Or on such & nation as this
Shall I not take revenge?
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PROPHECY NO.32.

Cho5026"290

LXPOSITION.

The Septusgint gives welcome help at this
point, for its reading is clear and simple. It omits
reference to "lying in wait", "waxing fat" etc., and these
seem to be words that are dispensible. The nAythm is
improved and the meaning is plainer if these are delexted.

The nation as a whole is discovered to be
misled by rogues and cheats, Not everyone is a villain,
but the villains have their own way. As a hunter sets a
snare, so do these rogues, but it is men and not beasts
that they capture. In the prophet's mind is the contrast
between human beings and the sanimal world. And much the
same idea is carried on in the next verse, where the
vlunder in the houses of the wicked is compared with the
cage-net full of birds. The birds have heen snared into
the cage, and the nlunder has been snared into the houses.
It csn hardly be doubted that the prophet refers not to
"deceit" but to the proceeds of deceit here, that is to
plunder. The thought moves very naturally, for as a con-
sequence of this ill-gotten gain, these neople become
important, so important that they pau no heed to the
decisions in the courts of justice, they scorn the orphan,
and when the poor seek redress they put the case off.

On five counts he indicts the people sand asks
the rhetorical question, if a God like Jehovah will endure
such things. The assumption is, be it noted, that right
liging and pure justice are directly the affairs of God, and
to fail there is to let down God. If men refuse to carry out
justice and fairness and mercy, all Jehovah can do is to
punish. There is something splendid in the very anthropo-
morphism of God wreaking vengesnce on the villains of the
nation, '



126.

DISASTRR ARD FKkAUD AFFLICT THE TLAND.

PROPHECY No.33.

Ch.5, 30-21.

A desolation and a shuddering
Falis on the land;
The prophets foretell by fraud,
And the priests are hand in glove,
And my people are fond it so;
But what will ye do &£t the last?
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PROPEECY NO.23.
Ch.5.2081.
EXPOSITION.

The wastage of the land affects the soul
of the veople with terror and dread, carrying a sense of
blankness and shuddering, and this goes along with
cheap and tride assurances from the time-serving nronhets.
The Septuagint reading of "striking the hands™ is just
what 1s required to clear up the vague iasopetic Text.
From Proverbs 6.)l. etc., it appears that this sction of
striking the hands was symbélie of the clinching of a
bargain, and this fits well &3 %% the fraud of the prophets.
It thus means that the whole organised religious community
was playing a game of its own. The very guardians of
morality and religion were combined in a conspiracy to
mislead the whole nation.

a

When fhe light of/nation is darkness there
can only be one end to it.  The issue would be disaster,
but what will the comnlaoent netion do when the. blow:
falls? This is the unansWeruble queqtion Jeremlah levels

at his oeople.
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RALLY 10 Tiln CAPITAL: TiHln INVADER APPROACHES.

PhOPHECY No.24.

Ch.6.1-8,
TRANSLATION.

veek safety! Sons of Benjamin,
In the heart of Jerusalen,
In Tekoa blow ye the bugle,
On the Vine-house 1ift up a light,
For trouble peeps from the North
And a crash tremendous.

The soft and languorous one I destroy,
The Daughter of Sion. '
Against her advance the capteains,
They pitch about her their tents,
Their followers around,
They lead each one his band. -

"Prepare against her for battle!
"Up! and storm at moon-day)
"Alas! but the day's on the turn!
"And the shadows of eve are lengthening!®
"Up! and storm by night-time,
"And let us demolish her strongholdc,
"Cut down her wood, and throw up
At Jerusalem a mound".

The city doomed for Jjudgement!
All is oppression within her,
As a well keeps fresh its water,
S50 she keeps fresh her evil.
utrage and pillage resounds,

I see illness always and wounds.

Take heed, O Jerusalem,

Lre My soul is cevered from thee,
. kre 1 make thee a waste,
A land with no dwelling.
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PROPHECY No. 34.

Choso 1‘8.
BEXPOSITION.

This bdece belong§in tthe group of invasion
passages, which occur in the mxx% half of the book of
Jereniah, After the onening words of advice to flee to
safety in the capital, there is a description of the
approach of the enemy to the city. He comes thundering
down from the North and the delicate and dainty Jerusalem
cannot stand up against him. If we read "shevherds" as
leaders (c¢f.17.16) then the army surrounds the city by
divisions or companies, each under its commander, who
marshals his force and orders the advance. The city with-
stands the first attack in the middle of the day, but

again they attack at night, and to help the scaling of

the walls they hew down the trees and raise a mound sgainst
the wall of the city. '

Such is the kind of punishment that is falling
on the city, because tyranny abounds with in, and just as
a well is always bringing forth fresh water, so Jerusalem
supplies fresh evils. Still the violence goes on inside the
walls, combined with the sickness born of siege and the
wvonnde of the fighters. )

But even vet it is not final, The land will not
be desolated, if the xEmxim city take its lesson and
changes 1ts ways.

Two points are worth noticing in this fairly
long and rousing piece. The pronhet had advice to offer
before the military menace...Seek safety, and he had advice
to give on the moral menace that lay at the back of the
nilitary one....Take heed. He was no mere visionary.

A subtle meaning lies behind the command,
'Prepare sgainst her fm¥ battle'. It really means 'Proclainm
the jihad against her'. The enemy was fighting a holy war
against the holy peopleof God. What a paradox! The people
from the North were actually doing the consecrated work
of God. ' , ~
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PROPHECY No.35.

Ch.6.9-15.
TRANSLATION.

Glean well, glean well, like a vine,
What is left of Israel!

Turn again thy hand like a gleaner
Back again on its temdarils!

To whom can 1 speak that will hear?
Behold! how closed is their ear,
Unable they to pay heed.

Lo! the Word of Jehovah is scorned,
No joy have they in it.

The YWrath of Jehovah imbues me,

I tire of the strain.
Pour out on the lad of the street!
Ofnthe circle of striplings together!

Both men and women are taken,
The old and long-lived alike.
Consigned are their homes to others,
The fields and the women together,
I an lifting My Hand,
To folk of the land.
From their least to even their greatest
Everyone is grasping and greedy,
And from prophet even to priest
Everyone is making up lies.
And they heal my nation's fracture
But flippantly, and say,
"Tis whole! Tis wholel"
But it is not whole.

They blush, byt the idols they made
...ﬁé.blush do they shew,

No #nsult they feel.
Thus they shall fall with the falling,

In the time I affléct they collapse,
Saith Jehovah.

..00.","....'0.....0..‘.'..
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ROPHECY No.3d.
Ch.6. 9-10.

BEXPOSITION.

This strong and virile piece, so
beautifully varied in its rhythmic changes
opens with & dramatic apostrophe, calling |
for an even more trenchant cealing with
the unrepentant nation. It is clear that
the prophet's cry is going unheeded, and
the very repression of his message in-
tensifies his anguish. It was the peculiar .
cross that he carried that while his
heart was full of his message it was
scorned by the rank and file of the
people. This anguish is heightened by 4
the sight of homes and fields lying wasted, |
and forms one anglex of Jeremiah's tri-
angle. The other two are the vengeance
of Goa and the corruption of the nation:
within these three angles the thought of
the prophet sonstantly operates.

'i
!

The count against society is direct
anc severe; the laity are unscrupulously |
greedy, the clergy are fabricators of lics,
who bolster up the courage of the nation
with & cheap and worthless optimism. A
striking contrast is drawn between the ;
people, with their blushes of shame, and the:
idols, which are so dead and futile that ‘
they csaunot blush.
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PROPHECY No.36.

Ch.6.16:20-21:17-19,

TRANSLATION.

Thus saith Jehovah:-

Stand in the highways and look!
And ask for the pathways of old,
Why bring me incense from Sheba
And cane from a far-away land?
Your gifts are not welcome,
Your rites do not please.

Behold! I will place for this people,
Stones over which they will stumble,
Fathers and sons alike,

Dweller and neighbour shall perish.
And I will set over you watchmen.

Hark! to the call of the bugle!l
But they said,'We heed not'.

Therefore, listen, ye nations,
Behold! I am bringing evil
Against this people,
The fruit of their treasonm,
For my words they heed not,
iy direction they spurn.
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PROPHECY k0. 3®.

Ch.6. 16: 20-21: 17-19.

EXPOSITION.

The cry of the prophet, like that of all
reformers, is back towards a pristine purity. Like
wmohammed and Knox and Calwin, Jeremiah invokes the
example of the earliest times as the norm of religion.
The earliest religion, before incense and aroma from
Sheba, was the purest and best. This along with vil.
22, sand viii.8 gives the prophets view of the sacrific-
ial gystem, which is that it is unessential to the
best religion. Perhaps the ornate worship of the
Temple may be regarded as the stones of stumbling,
set by uou, that will bring down the nation. Spies,
the advance guard of the invader, sound the bugle, but
the people refuse to pay heed. God has no altermative
but to bring home his warning to: - the heart of the
nation by disaster, which is at.  once the aftermath
of their apostasy and the retribution of Jehovah.
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PROPHECY NO. 37.

Ch.6., 22-26.
TrANSBATION.

Thus saith Jehovah:-

Behold! & people has come# from the north,
A nation stirs from the corners of earth, 1
Bow and dart they can handle, :
savage and ruthless they,
Their voice like the sea keeps roaring,
Un horse and chariot mounted,
Like the flame of bauttle around thee,
O waiden of Sion.

We have heard their rumour,
Limp are our_ hands,
Listress overpowers us,
writhing like childbirth.

Go not to the open,
Nor the footpath tread,
~ For armed is the foe,
Wiith terror all round.
waid of my people! wear sackecloth,
Besprinkle with ashes, 4
The mourning of solitude make you, ‘
wailing most bitter,
For suddenly shall come
The spoiler upon us.
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PROPHECY NO.3%.

'Cho 60 Vv. 22-26.

TRANSLATION.

The message from Jehovan announces the
coming of the enemy Tfrom the Jorth, who excel in
handling the bow and the javelin, anc who, if we
follow the Septuagint, are equipped with chariots and
horses. The noise of such a host vies with the thunder
of the sea, and as it encircles tiae city it seems
like the fire of war that shall eat up everything.

Terrible rumours hfive scared everyone, until
nerves get the better of the population, and they are
able to do nothing in face of the overwhelming terror.
3oth the open country and the main roads are in the
hands of the terrorising foe. '

This state of things gives reason and urgency
to the prophe{'s call to repentance. There is, in fact,
nothing left but their eyes to weep with. It is tike
now to mxxx affect the garments of mourning and
experience the loneliness of grief. lLeantime the
enemy is preparing for his last spring at the prey.

This is a fine specimen of the prophetic
message. It is finished and moves forward logically
with poetic measures to its climax. It displays the
usual method of describing the political danger xmi
followed by the call to humiliation. It should be
carefully noted, however, that here there is no mention
of sapostasy or the vengeance of Jehovah, which goes to
shew that the prophet did not press his theology into
every niece he composed.
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Tilly PRUPILST Io CHi, NATION'S TESTER.

HROPHECY No.d8.
Chaeo 27"30.

TRANSLATION.

A Tester I give to my people,
To know and to test their life,
All of them stubborn, vending their slander,
kveryone of them causing mischief.
Bellows blow the lead from their fire,-.
Vainly he smelts ana smelts,
But the wicked wont smelt.
"Silver Disowned" they name them,
For disowned of Jehovah are they.
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PROPHECY NO.38.

CH.G. V.27—50.
—EXPOSITION.”

The idea worked out in this piece is
fresh and arresting. The prophet is appointed the
analyst, or better the metallurgist of the nation,
for with so much stubbornness and slander there is a
need for dividing the good from the bad. Just as
the smelter blows the bellows and tries to find the
silver, only to find that everything is lead, so
the prophet finds th® wicked cannot be separated from
the good because there is no good. lien despise the
metal as rejected, as counterfeit, and so God rejects
the people of Israel, '

' This is a new idea that Jeremiah bodies forth.
o other srophet before him had hit upon it. Only
eccasionally in Psalm and Job does it appear, in
Zechariah and iialachi. But lio Amos or Isaiah had coined
it. Ané yet how accurate and arresting it is! The
prophet was perpetually shewing up the wicked and yet
searching for the pure in religion and ethics.
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GOL'S dUUsk A Didv ur nUBBLIS.

PROPHECY No. 39.

Cht'?o 1‘15.

EXPOSITION.

This passage, thouch not couched in noetiec
form, undoubtedly contains the kernal of a message that
was spnoken in the Temple. It is addressed to Judah, and
promises that if there is an improvement in the conduct of
the people, the lard shall not be taken from them. The
inference is that the land is threatened, nrobably by the
Babylonian invader, It was a false security to depend upon .
the fact that the Temple was standing, even although Isaish
had »reached the inviolability of Sion. The only security
was high morality, and yet the Temple itself was the screen
for all kinds of abuse and violence, which made 1t resemble
a rendezvous of robbers. The appeal culminates with crushing
effect in the example of Shilo, a most telling and terrify-
ing lesson to the remmant of Judah. ,
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PHE klThs UF FALSE heLIGION ANGHR GOD.

PILOPHECY NO.40.

Ch.7c 16-200

2XPUSITION.

7his piece, although in prose langusage,
seems to be & transcript from the soul of
the prophet. 1t records the words addressed
by Jehovah to Jeremiah, and issues the
startling command to stop praying for the
chosen people. And with good reason, for
everybody in the country is busy in doing
something to help the worship not of Jehovsh
but of the Queen of Heaven. Thiz cult was
of Babylonisan origin and was clearly as
obnoxious to the prophet as that of the
local baslim. The passage might be taken
to indicate how zealous the people were in
their devotions to the goddess, and also
how poor they were, when &ll the preparatim
had to be cone with their own hands. -

The vividness and strength of the piece
predisposes one to forget it is eouched in
prose, snd indicates sufficicntly its
authentic nature.
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PROPHECY NO.@R.

Ch,7. 21-29.
EBXPOSITION.

The whole of the burnt-offering was
given to Jehovah, while part of the sacrifice went to Jehovah
and part to the worshippers. The pronhet now urges the
people to regard these offerings as secular and not sacred,
because Jehovah never eXxpressed any desire for them., At
the beginning of the racial history all that existed was
a simple pnact between Jehovah and the people of Israel; if
the people were true to their God then He would guide and
nrosper them, Thele disowned their God- and of ccurse
¢eelinad instead of progressing- in spite of the fact that
Goé sent nronhets to give them guidance in ample time to
avoid calamity. Thus the double shame ensues of disowning
the very God they have chosen and also of being so dull
as to learn no lesson from experience. A low standard of
integrity prevails.....Probably a half-line is lost to
parallel this one. . \

: The four half-lines of poetry that end the
passage tingle with peetic passion and are obviously
genuine. They call upon the peopleiadopt the mourning
attitude for the fact that God has rejected the people,

Shear off thy lock and fling far,

Lift up on the heights a lament,

For spurned has Jehovah and left
The race of his wrath,
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PROPHECY KNo.42.

Cho7 .30-8.5.

BXPOSITION.

This charge against Judah is two-
fold. Firstly,.they have contaminated the
Tewmple with the worship of other gods,
which shews the spirit of syncretism creepi
ing into the national falth, and secondly
they have gone to Ben-Hinnom and erected a
« special place of worship. Topheth seems
to mean "fire-place®(Iss.30.33), and the
worship clearly involved human sacrifice,
probably in imitation of Phoenician
practices, Jehovah not onady repudiates
such rites, but he vows punishment on the
nation that carries them out, death so
great that Ben-Hinnom will be filled,
and exile so bitter that death will be
better. )

Lespite the familiar phrases, the pilece
may be regarded as & genuine spec¢imen of
Jeremianic protest against the nation's
decacent religion.
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JaukHO AL 10K UHe UUswUN SENSE
0 nwilUndy 10 GOD.

PHOPHECY No.43.

Chnso 4-70

ThaNSLATION.

For thus saith Jehovah:-

Does anyone fall and not rise?
Or go wrong, without turning back?
Why does Jerusalem go wrong,
For ever go wrong?
They cling to their wile,
They refuse to return.
1 hearkened and listened,
Not & word did they speak,
Not a man would repent,
Saying"what have I done,"
kveryone turns on his traces,
Like & horse careering in heat.
BEven the stork in the heavens
Is aware of her time;
.Turtle and swift and swallow
Watch for the time of return,
But my people kmow not
The Doow of Jehovah.
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W
Ch.8.4-7.

EXPOSITION.

This appeal is based upon common
sense. A man who stumbles has sense enough
to get up again, and a man who loses his
way generally tries to find his way back,
but the nation in matters of religion
has lost even this coumon modicum of
reason, for they persist in their
wickedness, imagining themselves to need
no repentance. The proohet's last thought
is even more despairing, for he concludes
that even the sense of animals, the insting
of the seasons, is lacking in his people.

The concluding verse, with the shortened
metre is very effective in pathos.
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" DOCULLENTS

PROPHECY No. 44.

Choso 8-9-

TRANSLATION.

How can ye say,
"Experts are we,
"Th¥ Guidance of God is with us"?
with deceit works the pen,
Deceit of the scribes!

Shamed and confused, they are trapped,

For the Word of Jehovah they spurn;
What learning have they?
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PHECY NO. &4.
Ch.8.8-9.

EXPOSITION.

It is a proof of the imvortance of this
nassage that it bears traces of tampering..The very fact
that it charges the seribes with falsehood is enough to
attract the pen of the later legalists. With the help of
the Versions however it is possible to make the meaning
clear, ’

Already a code of sacred law existed in
Israel, and those who handled it claimed, like all experts,
to be authorities. They urge that they and they only know
the Divine will. Jeremiah's answer is that the written
law has been twisted by the deceit of the seribes, and
therefore cannot be relied on. The legalists therefore
are in a lLopeless nosition,

Against the Law of Jehévah the pronhet sets
by contrast the Word of Jehovah, that is the living and
vibrating message that God is sending for the present
situation of the nation, and this vital message is Just _
the very thing the legalists reject. No wonder that Jeremiah
argues that they have no real learning at all, when they -
canﬁ%%??%ﬂ%%’living word.
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A FRAG..LNT: IDENTICAL wlTil CH.6.10-15.

PPROPHECY No. 45.

Ch.8, 10-12.

TRANSLATION..

Therefore I will give their wives to others;
their fields to new owners,

R S
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PROPHECY No.45.

Cho 801.0"120

EXPOSITION.

The first half of verse 10®% is suggestive of
prose, and adds little except the usual threat for
disobedience to the guidance of Jehovah. The rest
of this prophecy is clearly taken from Ch.6. vv,13-15,
and it seems that some scribe has simply taken that
earlier message and appended it here as a suitable
conclusion to Ch.8.8-9.

oo A 4 T
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IH FALL OF THE NATION AND
TTTHE FALL OF THE YEAR.

\j.;

" PROPHECY No.46.

Ch.8. v.l3.
IRANGIATION.

I wiBR finish them off
oaith Jehovah,

Not & grape on the v1no,

Not a 1fig on thetres,
And the foliage fallen.
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PROPHECY NO.&6.

Ch.8,v.13,

EXROSILTONN.

Vie have not here a complete piece of prophetic
noetry, but only a fragment, and yet short as it is it N
ig graphic enough. The brjef words betray the disppmoint-
ment of the husbandman looking for some sign of fruit and
finding none. The very leaves of the tree are blasted.
God has no alternative but to end them,

Can we see in this pregnant piece the seed
that finally blossomed into the qtrlxinp parable of
Jesus in Luke 13, 6-9.7 If 80, then it throws not a little
light on the method of Jesus' treatment of 01d Testament
teac}hnu Out of a trifling hint the greatest minds are
able to fashion something rieher and -more compelling.




LiHL NalION IS DCOWEDL TO SUFFLE INVASION.

PROPHECY No.47.

Ch08o14-16¢

TRANSLATION.

Why are we sitting still?
Rally together!
Let us enter the cities of utrength
And there be undone!
For our God has doomed us,
And slaked us with gall,
For we sinned against God.
We hoped for the best,
Yet never a boon,
For a time of healing,
Anc behold! a shock!
From Dan resounds the snort of his steeds,
At the sound of the neighs of his stalwarts
Trembles a&ll the land,
He comes and devours both land and produce,
Both city and people.
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PROPHECY No., 47.

Ch.8. 14-16(17).

EXPOSITION.

Won

A breath of excitement nasses across this
plece, for the distracted neople are speaking. The enemy
advances down from the north, and for safety the scattered
groups rally and make for defended places. It is better
to die there making a last stand then go down like a
ninepin in the open. In any case there is no hope, for
God has been wronged and takes His vengeance on Israel,
Every ‘hone was blighted, and things instead of mending
develovned into a nanic. Nearer and nearer comes the foe,
for the snorting and stamneding of hoofs echoes from
as far ofs as Dan. The thud, ~thud, thud mekes the
ground qusake. The crons of the field and the citizens
in the town simnly disanpear hefore the onslaught.

The verse referring to the coming of the
venomous serpents can hardly have been delivered along
with the passage as a whole,; Tor it breaks the thought
which as a matter of fact is already complete and
rounded. o Srges ol moornmtion 1o Lreaw,
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PROPHECY No.48.

Ch.8. 18-23.

TRANSLATION.

Never a cure for my snguish!
For me the sick heart!
Hark! the cry of my daughter people,
From a far-away land.
"Igs Jehovah not in Sion?
Her King not there?
Passed the harvest: gone the summer,
And we not saved! "

In the break of my nation I bresak,
Horror has gripped me, .
Is balm not in Gilead?
Is & healer not there?
Then why does not-grow
New flesh on my people?
Would that my head were waters!
jine eyes the fountain of tears!
I would weep by day and by night
For the slain of my people,
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PROPHECY NO.48.

) Ch 8 18 25

| EXPOSITION.

This is a poetic gem among the prophecies
of Jeremiah, for when strinpped of additions and glosses
it becokesn clearlv a paus1onate lyrical outburst. By it
we can plumb- oomethinu of the denth of the »nrophet's
emotions., .

Evidently the blow has fallen upon the
nation, for the cry of The peonle comes "from beyond".
Jehovah is not in bion else it would not have fallen.
The fighting is over for another vear, for winter is
annroaching and there is no hope of help. The nation is
broken snd with it breasks the heart of the pronhet. With
the fratture of the nation arises ‘the need for a healer
and medicine, but there is no balm to cure it and no
physician. There is no‘sign of fhe f?esh healing.

- ‘ With nerfect poe+ic instinect he returns to
his first anguish, ané longs that he could fully express
in tears the passion of his’he&rt

The hiqtoric background Sresunvosed by
these lines would re emb]é that of the vneriod immedlatelv
after the first caﬁtivitv of 597 B.C.
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PROPHECY NO.49.

Ch.9, 1-5.
TRANSLATION.

Would that I had in the desert
An inn of wayfarers,
I would leave my people,
Go out from among them,
For all are immoral,
A circle of cheats,
They release their tongue
Like & bow of deceit,
With never a virtue,
They master the land.
For from wrong to wrong they go on,
And me they ignore.
Let each of his neighbour beware,
Nor in any brother have faith,
Everyone cheats and cheats,
Each friend goes and gossips,
Everyone swindles his fellow,
The truth they won't tell.
They train their tongue to tell lies,
They wander and tire of returning;
Losn upon loan,
Cunning on cunning,
They mean to ignore me.
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PROPHECY No.49.

ChtS. 71-5-
\ o 2 L - o .
EXPOSITION.

This strong indictment of the nation
makes no exception in its sweeping asseverations., The
prophet longs to get away from the sight of such men. They
evidently cannot be saved; they are past gedemption. He
proceeds to draw out the list of wrongs; immorality,
imposture, swindling, social wrongs are practised by the
very people in power, and the will of God is ignored.

It behoves everyone, gsays the prophet, in
such:. a society to trust nobhody, neither neighbour nor
brother, for cheating, scandal and lies are rife. Their
tongues tell lies of their own accord, so well-trained are
they! They geat lost in ‘their intric&ie money dealings,
their usury and-*bluff®. They are determined on one thing
namely to-ignore Jehovah. - S

: The -phkade is-compléte in itself, and
finds its best setting ‘riet“in the later days of clash
and invasion, for there is no echo of war in it whatever,
for in the earlier perio6d, when the prophet is making his
estimate of the nation's religion and morals. [In addition
we seem to heve the lingering echo of his desire to
"ecut and run" from the Rivine commission, He had yet to
find that it was useless to run away from God.
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PROPHECY NO.50.

Ch0906-8010'

TRANSLATION.

Therefore thus ss&ith Jebovah:-

Behold!I smelt anc I test them}
How else can I act

Through the wrong of my people?

A piercing shaft is their tongue,

Deceit the words ot their mouth,

Peace with his fellow he talks;

In his mind he lays him a trap.

For these must I not punish?
Saith Jehovah,

Or on such a people as this
Never take vengeance?

I will make of Jerusalem ridges,
The haunt of the jackal,

The cities of Judah make waste,
With never & dweller.
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PROPHECY No.50.

Ch.9.6-8.10.

BXPOSITION.

While here we have the usual protest against
the lying tongue and all forms of deceit, a notable
idea takes shape in the "refining and osroving" of the
nation. We pass from mere indictment and denunciation to
a morel estimate of suffering and national disaster, The
srophet mekes plain that God can do no other than test
Ilis people with trials in order to nurge the nation of its
wrong . When God visits he "visits™ to test and search.
And the vengeance He takes will be sore; no proud citadel
left on Sion, but only mouldering heaps, and the stealthy
jackal heunting the ruins of the country towns.
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ALL LIFE HAS GONE FROM THE LANDLSCAPE.

PROPHECY No.51.

- Ch.9.v9.
TRANSLATION.

For the mountains 1lift ye a dirge,

For the grass of the wilds a lament,

For barren are they of men,

None hear the lowing of cattle,
"Both the birds of the air and the beasts,
Have fled and gone.
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PROPHECY NO. 8L.

Ch.9,.,v.9,
BXPOSITIOH.

It is doubtful if we are Jjustified in
teking this as a lament "for" the mountains. It
might equally well be ftaken to mean "on" the mountains.
In faect 7,29 would induce us to the latter interpret-
ation, The general impression of the piece, truncated
though it be in its present form, points however
to a dxevastation of the whole land. The grass is
scorched, the cattle have famished and died and noxk
stir of life can be seen, It is a pathetic picture
of the fair and qmiling land of Palestine,

It rings true as a picture of actual
conditions the prophet himself saw. It is not a
vropheoy of the future N

At the _same time, ‘we have to remember that
the condition of -the country may be due to an invading
enemy, quite as much as to drought.
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PROPHECY NO.52.

Ch,9. 16-21.

TRANSLATION.

i

fhus saith Jehovah:-

Call for the wailers to come,
To the experts send to give voice,
To 1ift for you a lament,
That your eyes may run with tears,
And your eyelids gush with water.,
FPrx the sound of lament resounds in Sion,
"How ruined we are¥!
We blush indeed for we leave the land,
Cast out from our homes",

But hear, O Women, the Word of Jehbvah,
Take in with your ear the word of HEs mouth,
And teach to your daughters a wail,
Each woman her neighbour a dirge,
For up went Death through your lattice,
Went into your palace,
Clearing the child from the street,
The youths from the squares,
And strewn are the bodies of men
On the face of the field,
Like sheaves behind the reaper,
With never a gleaner,



182 .

//)" cy. .‘\/a. 2
C{, 7 v./L-21.
S

! B
AA°Inx I
m'xm{ NiNIPR1 4%P

7/'

n "aa"q 4

%

)
2

F

o

o A
U
W :

2

)

)

-t

v

‘:J

D'h‘-l'?.?‘ 133‘51!59;
. b .
Ji2 ¥mo1 Dy 4ipe2
13936 75
4
Z\X 'l];?‘{ '3 Xn 'l)l.‘jl

ARID BRI 1)37 u‘u

- DIV ST D HI MY
T - ‘T T :

%
(9~ DYWN P

: 0“‘4 N'J ‘ ldL‘IL [_\x

. ¥ Lll 7] g &Y = jl‘
¥ ) ¢ )’énd w . n m«.:mw_ por ol
0 N Wl Lxx.

Lﬂ LJ,:.‘ ~ad 4“5 I‘“’“"

b Snene

b LAk wcads 3 pw o, Se Rollslin.

Omik D Wik bn_xx‘ Aok Wl i plcid. S Rt
L8, Sypiae ANedgohie snd 2k fom. plrd. At
""* 4‘5‘»! Ak }\huk /;“; .

) PINN AITIRY
. e o ) g -
:aL, AN il Surise v XX Sy Rithsles : " ;s

o 109207 il Syime 7 XK Sy Rthsle ng? m};,‘? nuxl
DJ JI’lﬂl Nin Dj)lj 3



183.
Leophacy No. $2.
L.g vy
Just

Z/

yinh 5?1‘:! a0k
Mgk B
DIXND M2 A
) v "
A0 130
vF- .t -
WiIPD Nk THhYI "

L exk X

1 Quadks )nﬁ) A mw‘fﬁ»w«d{ LAY ~ade &1§ Tied 3"},"“* . S, pAu/«’L

I3

i’

!

will, KRR



184.

PROPHECY No.82.

Chogov.le"?le

EXPOSITION. .

This is the finest examnle of the poetic
nowers of Jeremiah. The more we consider it the more we
reglise how mmuch we must have missed of the beautiful
outpourings of this great spirit,

Notlce how exquisitely oomplete the plece
is. It begins with a summons to mourning in the vrofession-
al ancd recognised fashion, so that the effect of this
walling may cause everyone to weep, after the volatile
Oriental fashion. But there is resson for all this
weening, for the canital is full of people who are heart-
hroken at the ruined city and who feel the shame of going
into exile. But the nronhef calls on the wommn to use
not the time-honoure@ exclemations of lamentation but
rather +to use the YWord of ‘warning that Jehovah haq sent.
He even summons them to pads on- tHIs nessage ‘to others. -
Then comes the loveliest and most nathetic picture in
nrophetic poetry. Death, says Jeremiah is stealing up

the wall anéd creeping 1n the windows; not even the palace

is proof eagainst Death. The streets are empty of yroung
life, and the idling fellows of the mymm public squares
are gone. Outs&de on the surface of the ground beyond
the city the dead bodies are gxkhmxmi heaped like
newly-cut grain, but wnlike the grain there is no one
to gather them together and care for them.

Notice again how the stresses are arranged.
The beginning is =& succession of three beats, for it isa
summons and a call. But each time the two beat line
oceurs we have a pathetic detail, until at the end comes
the most touching fact of all, namely that nobody cares.

e SN s
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Ui BhST 30487 Is A GO OF JUSTICE.

PROPHECY No.53.

Ch.9.22-23.

TRANSLATION.

For thus saith Jehovah:-

No boast of the wise in his wisdon,

No boast of the strong in his strength,

No boast of the rich in his wealth,

But in this let him boast who boabss-

In thinking and knowing that I am Jehovah,

Who does kindness and Jjustice and right on the earth,
For in these I delight saith Jehovah.
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PROPHECY NO.b5&.

Ch.9.v.22-23.

EXPOSITION.

This niece reveals the nrophet not in the
elegiec strain, but in the strong line of denunciation
and exhortation. It is a protest against the exalta-
tion of the three great human forces, cunning, physical
force and money. Over against these Jeremiah zlorifies
the three great spiritual forces of indliness, justice *#

and integrity, for behind these three stands Jehovah.

It is ezxtraordinarily difficult to suggest 4
en aponronriate historical hackground for such a
rounded and complete piece. It i1s obvious that certain
sections in the country had been boasting, perhaps
of diplomatic triumphs, perhaps of feats of arms, perhep
of buying off the enemy. The boastful days belonged
rather to the days before the good king Josiah died.
And yet the years of Zedekiah were the very days when
every wile was used to propx the falling dynasty,
both political cunning, and feints of armies, and
money tributes,

The poem lays emnhasis on the true right-
eousness which exalts a nation.

i
2
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THm FUTILITY Or ClnCUnClolONl.

PROPHECY No.b54.
Chogo 24-25.

EXPOSITION.

This short prose section, based apparantly
upon & distinctive Jeremianic idea, foretells
the time when circumcision will avail nothing
to shield Israel from danger. God will punish
the people of kgypt, Edom, Ammon and koab-
uncircjucised people-no more severely than
he will punish Judah itself, for Judah though
circumcised outwardly is not so in heart.

It is a bold thought and a definite challengs
to the religious ritual of his generation.
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JLHUVAL CONTRASTED WIPH IDOLS.

PROPHECY NO.55.

Ch.10.1-10.12-16,

TRANSLATION.

Thus saith Jehovah:-

The faith of the world do not follow,
The signs in the heavens do not fear,
Though the nations may tremble for them,
For the rites of the people are empty.

For a tree from the *forest is felled,
It is worked by a woodman's axe,

With silver and gold embellished,
Silver refined from Tarshish,

And gold conveyed from Opnhir,

Violet and purrle their clothing,

With nails aad hamners made firm,

They fix it up lest it rock.

Like a scarecrow they cannot spezk,
They are carried, they make not a step.
Have no fear of them they are harmless,
To do even good they are helpless,

Jehovah, He made the earth by His might,

He set up the world by his skill,

He stretched the heavens by his reasgon.

The waters roar in the heavens; .

He raises the mists from the ends of the earth;
The lightnings He makes into rainx,:

And he brings -out winds from his treasures.

Dull is each man through knowledge,

Shamed each smith through the idol, .
For false his image, with never a breath,
Empty are they the objects of laughter;

In the time of their trial they perish,

Unlike these is the Portion of Jacob,
For the Maker of all is his by right,
Jehovah's His name,
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PROPHECY No.55.

Ch.10.1-10.12-16.
EXPOSTITION.

- Three points have been urged against
accepting this piece as belonging to Jeremiah, It is
suosposed to interrupt the flow of thought from 9.22. to
10.17. But 9.22 is obviously the end of a nrophecy, and
in any case 9.23.-24, which is certainly Jeremianic, also
interrupts it. It must be realised there is no continuity
of thought running through long nassages and chapters. Each
prophecy stands entirely by itself. It is supnvosed in the
second place to presuppose concitions of exile, with heathen
gods all round. It does not say so. We know that influences
from Babylon and Egypt were playing powerfully on the religin
of Jerusalem, and these are sufiicient to evoke the warning
of Jeremiah in these terms., It is supposed in the third
place that this style is not Jeremiah's. Apart from the
words for 'nails' and 'hammers', which are obviously
inaispensible, the vocabulary is Jeremish's and the
metre and style are just as much his as any other writer,

If vie are not to be swayed by o theory, we cannot withhold
this piece from the nroshet. -

It is one of the most sustained pieces in
the book, and is & cirect attack upon icdols. From it we
gather quyible details in regard to the idolatry of the
period. The gods referred to can hardly be the Baalim, since
these were agricultural for the most part, and also "the
netions" may be reasonably identified with Babylon and
Egypt. The Hebrew sense of exclusiVeness appears here,

Isrgel must not sink to the level of the world, and the reasn
is obvious. The religions of the outside world are futile

snd absurd.

Against the dumb and helpless idol he places
his magnificent God, who created the world and rules the
day and night, governing the lightning and controlling the
wind, and after centuries the grandeur of his conception
is not dimmed. Nowhere is the intellectusl superiority of
the prophet so apparant as here, and his mopgotheistic
religion becomes irresistible., Notice xh= how sapart from
any moral oredicates, Jehovah stands out supremely as
the only God worthy of the human intellect. And this
splendid monotheism, we often forget, is the mother both
of philosophy and science.
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Ch.l0.v.11.

AN ARAMAIC MARGINAL NOTE ADDED LATER.

Thus shall ye say unto them, "The gods that
have not made the heavens and the earth, even they shall
perish from the earth, and from under these heavens".
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A UsiiOKo 10 PhBPARL FOI RXILE.

PROPHECY NO.86.

Ch.lO.l?-lB [N

Translation.

Take ®p from the ground thy bundle,
Thou dweller besieged!

Forfthus saith the Lord, Behold I am on the
point of slinging out those who dwell in this land, and
will harass them in order that they may find me.
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PROPHECY No.56.

Ch.10.17-18.
EXPOOITION .
Exxxxtatinx

The first verse is a fragment of some summons
to the beleaguered city of Jerusalem, but it consists of
no more than the opening verse. Curiously, though poetfg,
this verse is linked to a verse of prose, which however
continues the sense most admirably and probably synopsises
the content of the prophet's message. It can hardly have
been written or even dictated by Jeremiah, for he would
surely have given his own poetic version. If we compare
Jer.29.1% and Deut 4.29. it seems feasible that the text
of xgp* is quite oounn as it stands.

The nation, now besieged in the capital, is
called upon to gather its bundle of eartily belongings
together, and make ready to depart from Palestine, for
Hehovah has determined to hurl them from the land. Not
only exile awaits them, however, but also trouble and Zkxk
dlstress, for only by chastisement can the nation find
God. And it is quite true that uffering may bc the road

to God.
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THi. 5aTION oThIUKLN: THE LEADERS POWLLLESS.

PROPHEGY NO.57.

Ch.lQ.l9-21(22).

TRANSLATION.

Woe is me! I am broken,
Sick of my wound.
And I said,

Yes, let me bear my sickness.
k¥ tent is plundered,

And all my tent-ropes are snapped,
And my flocks are no more;

No one to re-pitch my tent,
Or hang up my curtains,
For stunned are the shepherds,
And Jehovah they seek not.
Thus are they powerless;

All their flock is dispersed.

Hark! A sound! Behold, it approaches,

A rattle loud from the land of the North,
To make of Judah a desert,
The home of the jackal,
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PROPHECY No.57.

Ch.10.19-21.(22).

EXPOSITION.

It is possible that the last verse of this
piece belongs to another prophecy, since the nation is
depicted as already ruined. But this last verse at the
same time yields a deeper meaning to the whole if we retain
it. The first blows of the enemy have been struck at
Palestine; the nation® reels and staggers under them, but
retains enough courasze to sustain them. No sooner, however
does she gewermine to hold out than the rattle of the
chariots falls upon her ears and the arm: from the North
is at hand &o completely devastate the land. The rattle
is the rattle of an army(Cf.Jer.47.3 and Nahum 2.2.).

The nation is sickening of the wound of
invasion, the homes are levelled, the flocks gone. A
people with resource might have nitthed their tents
again and hang&¥ up the curtains, but the leaders are
stupefied. kvery measure they take meets with failure.
The regal point, however, is that they are not depending
" on Jehovah, and because of this their confidence and
resource, both physical ana moral, are gone. If they
really sought God, they would feel his strength behind
them and take courageous and adequate remedies. Without
God they are stunned and unnerved, while the rank and
file of the nation is mmagiE® to exile.

carried
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skl Nkl JLLIOVAH'S GUIDARCEH.

PROPHECY No, 58.

Ch.10,23-24(25).

EXPOSITION.

: The last verse, asking for God's wrath
on the nations, is clearly a later gloss, quite out ofthe
sa2irit of Jeremiah, and with no real connection with
either preceding or succeeding verses,

: The niece hangs well together as a confess-
ion by the nation that it is powerless to do the right

thing, anc as & recognition of the essential Jjustice of

God's chastisement. The impotence of man comes, not so much
from Jehovahsoverpowering might as from the weak will of.
human beings. Ilankind needs correction from God, and

while it may be sore and painful, it is necessary and
hclpful.

' The use of the flrst person singular
is the prophet's poetic way of %peaking of the nation and
for the nation., The best instinets and feelings of the
people, come, as it were, to expression in his words.
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NATIONAL LIovhiolhh WwILL FULLOW 1EL BLBAKING OF
T, WGYPTIAN COVeNANT .

Ch.11.1-12(13-14).

Proge,

This nrose piece is generally cited to prove
that Jeremiah had a connection with the Deuteronomic
Keformation of 622 B.C., the assumption being that the
"covenant" referred to here is the "Book of the Covenant"
.referred to in 11.Kings 23.2. Some scholars even assert
that the prophet may have gone round Judah advocating
the keform of Josiah,

It is necessary to note however that Jeremiah
makes no reference to any book at all, and on the contrary
uses the word for "covenant" several times without any
reierence to any reform, as at 33116, 14.21, 22.9. 32.40.
Indeed, a study of 11 Kings 23 reveals the interesting
fact that the covenant there mentioned is not the Egyptian
Covenant at all, but the one made by Josiah at the pillar
in the Temple. The covenant, therefore, referred to by
Jeremiah and that by 11.Kings 23.2 are two quite different
things. . . :

If, as is likely, the prophet was called
not in 626 B.C. but in 616, then the Reform was an old
affair in the public life of the people, and had no doubt
passed out of memory. Nor must we forget that Jeremiah
had & living message of his own, which permitted little
room for second-hand revelations.

It looks as-if the piece wasx composed df
phrases from the Deuteronomic school of writers, with here
and there a reminiscence of the prophet's words, as in

“verse 13, where we seem to have 2.28 dressed up in a
prose form., The conception of the covenant can be found
full blown in Jer. 2.2. Ve have then nothing new here,
but only poetical material done into prose. '

The. .mgsgage, addressed to the men of Judah
sand Jerusalen, denounces those who have broken the old
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PROPHECY No.59.
EXPOSITION.
| e.

covenant made in Egypt between God and Isrsel.
Jehovah had kept His promise to give them a land flowig
with milk and honey. Jeremiah is theh commanded to
nroclaim this same ancient covenant again throughout
the lend, and in doing this he is continuing the

work of Jehovah, which has been going on since the
Egyptian canptivity, for God has constantly been
requirins obedience, presumably through his prophets.
But the nstion paid no heed. Specifically, the nation
is following other gods than Jehovah, thus bresaking
its agreement with its own God. God means to punish
them by sending disaster on"them, and then they will
see how useless these gods are to them, Nct that they
have not enough of these useless gods: they have as
many gods a8 cities, as many altars as streets,
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Trills, GIFTo CAHNOT oAV: FhOM DOOkM.

PROPHECY No.60.

Ch.11.15<17A.

TRANSLATION.

Why is my Love in my House?
She has done such wrong!
Can vows and holy flesh
Avert thy retribution,
Or can ye by these escape
At the c-11 of tumult tremendous?

An olive fresh and fruitful,
Jehovah called thee by name.

He has 1it a fire against it;
Burned are its branches,

And Jehovah that planted thyself

Has decreed against thee disaster,
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PROPFECY No.60.

EXPOSITION.

Wwith the ai¢ of the Sentuagint the clear
sense of this piece hecomes appargnt. Jeremiah joins E/
nands with Micah(6.7) and Isaiah(l.12) in protesting
sgainst the insincere worship of the .House of Jehovah.
After following their own selfish desires and secret
plans, the worshippers come with gifts to the altar,
honing by these to vlacate Jehovah. The true Jeremianic
touch- distinet from preceding nrophets-is seen in the
endearing term "ky Love"., Sadness and not irony is
suggested by it., Cf. 12.7.

The theme changes to the symbolism of an
olive tree, fesh and fair, which,though blossoming and
beautiful when planted, the Great Planter is compelled to
burn down. Perhapns burning suggests that mere cutting was
not enough, but 1like a bush infected with disease,
the whole tree had to burped into ashes, He who planted
the tree has the right to burn it, but to Him the task
must be so much the sadder,
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2i0TS AGAINOT Tar, PLOUPHRT'S LIFh.

* PROPHECY No.6l.
Ch [ 1.1 . 18"20 .

TRANSLATION.

Jehovah told me and o 1 knew;

Then 1 saw through their actions:

But I like an innocent lamb

- Was led on for killing.

Against me they plotyed plots;

"Iell the tree in its prime!

"Cut him off from the land of living!
"That his name be recalled no more!"

But Jehovah who Jjudges aright,

Who tries the feelings and thoughts,
Let me see Thy vengeance on them,
For to fhee have I shewn my case.
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PIOPHECY No.61,

Choll.lB‘ZOc.
EXPOSITION.

This is like a leaf from the autobiogra hy
of the prophet, and carries its genuineness on its face.
It deals with no national issue, but Wit s ourely personal
conflict in the life of Jeremiah. It is obvious that the
delivering of the message of Jehovah has raised up &
lot—ef enemies against the nrophet, who lay plans to
ambush him and take his life, The simple-hearted nrophet
never suspected any danger, and was amazed anc crateful
when the plot came to his ears. It is significant that
he gives Jehovah the glory of revealing the secret to
him, although this does not preclude an ordinary human
agency, such as some friend at court.

The close living contact of Jeremiah with
his God is revealed in the understanding that existed
between the mind and motives of the prophet and the
righteous nature of God. He has already made a clean breast
of everything to Jehovah, anc is willing to abide by :
His judgement. All the prophet has declaimed Las been
for the sake of his God. His one motive has been the glory
of Jehovah, and now when that Word of Jehovah has stirred
up enemies, it is for Jehovah to defend his servant. Thus
the prophet finds refuge in his God. :

To call down vengeance on Kis foes may
appear small-minded and weak, but we have to remember
that his age was cruel and unscrupulous, and in addition-
he was a prophet not by choice but by the compelling spirit
of Jehovah, whose business it was to Jjustify his message

and his prophet.
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hTHIBUTION SHALL COidk ON sd.N OF ANATHOTH.

PROPHECY No.62.

Ch.ll. 20-22.

EXPOSITION.

The mei of Anathoth had evidently not only

laid a subtle plot for Jeremiah, but had s&lso told him
trankly to abandon his prov.so,Zii;, o elce they would
take his life. It is clear that the experience had
affected theprovhet cdeeply. It is dangerous to silence the
word of God, however, and Jehovah himself comforts Jeremiah
by assuring him that He means to punish the people of
Anathoth. The young and active men shall die in battle,
211G the rest shall die of starvation. Total extinction ,
shall be the 1ot of the village. This message or revelation, .
coming with all the force of the prophet's prestige,must '
have had = profound effect. ™~

The year of their punishment came in due course,
with all the inevitability of law, and even in the pages of
the Book of Jeremiah (Ch.32) we can hear the trampling :
of the invaders' feet in the village street of Ansthoth.
The prophecy was grimly fulfilled in 586 B.C. '

The fact that this pronhecy is couched in terms
of prose and not poetry, and et is so obviously genuine
and to the point, increases confidence in the prose
sections as prose. At the same time, this does not mean
that Jeremiah himself wrote the prose, altHough he may
have. It is clear from the,Sentuagint that this piece
has been re-touched by later editors, but the core of the

orophecy is sound.
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Jinimlin oPPRALL L0 ITHh JUSLICL OF GOD.

PROPHLCY No.6d.

Lh 12.1-2

TRANSIATION.

Impartial &rt Thou, 0 Jehovah,
When I make my appeal unto Thee.
Yet cases there sre I dispute with Thee;
Why ¢o the ways of the wicled succeed?
Untroubled are all the treacherous traitors.
You Plant them,res, xmzt theyv teke root,
They; seed,yes, Thev bfinéige?%h fruit.
Often art Thouw in their mouths,
But far from their feelings.

But thou, O Jehovah, dosti know me,
Thou hast proved my heart is with Thee.

Drag them off like -sheep for slaughter,
Set aside for the day of their slaying.
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PROPHECY No.64d.

chol?: .’1-3.

EXPOSITION.

This is an intimate monolEgue of the
prophet, adcdressed to his God, which reveals the serious
religious doubts that gmawed like & worm at the heart of
his faith. He begins from the helief that God is absolutely
Just anéd impartial, but he cannot reconcile this with
instances of wicked men zchieving success ih the world.

God gives them their position in 1ife, and they thrive in
it, using the name of Jehovah frequently, but actually

they are out of touch with Him, The wicked, it should be
observed, are not neople bevond the nale of religion. God
plante¢ them, and they use His name. For this reason they
cannot be the men of Ansthoth, but are most probably the
false prophets, who were-recognised as of divine origin and
33 cpeaking in the name of Jehovah.

In contrast with these, the nrophet knows
that he is in the closest understanding with his God, since
He has proved him time and again, and each time Jeremiah
hag been utterly loyal.

Little wonder that he feels the only
option for God is to exterminate such hypcrites, and he
prays Gpd to deal with them as the butcher deals with
the sh .Just as the prophets imagined themselves as
"set §" for their peculiar function, so Jehovah will
set them aside alright-but for slaughter.



A CRY FOR BLITER T1.JS.

PROPHECY No.64.

Ch.l2.4,

TRANSLATION.

How long will the land 1 1i3h?
Ané every herb of the field dry up?
Throush the wrong of its dwellars/
Swept off is beast and bird,
For they say, . 3
He heeds not our ways,
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PROPHECY No. 64.

Ch.12.4.
EXPOSITION.

It is clear that drought has afflicted the
whole country, bringing with its terrible toll of suffering,
and the heart of the prophet is urged to make an appeal
for the cessation of the drought. He was no ¢oubt echoing
thw words of everyone in city and country, when he said
this.

But the drxought does not puzzle him, It
has its explanation in the inherent wickedness of the
peovle themselves. They imagine that Jehovah is indifferent
to whether they are good or had. The weathar they think
will never fail., Now they ought to see that Jehovah does
carepbout their mode of life, and sends the drought to
correct them, -

The prophet's nhilosophy is adequate for
each tragic event, and from each he draws his unwavering
and unchanging moral.
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JuilOVAH'S SThKN ANSWER.

PROPHECY No.65.
TRANSLATION.

Thou hast racec with the foot and they
' tized thes,

Then how wilt thou vie with the horse?

In & land of safety thou fearest! (1)

Then how in the jungle of Jorgan?

1. Cf.Provs.28.1. where batah means 'bold'.
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PROPHECY NO.€5.

Ch.12.8.
KXPOSITION.

This is undoubtedly a divine answer to the
queries of the prophet, and indeec¢ it offers him little
comfort, if comfort he sought from his God. It is rather
a2 summons to the prophet to brace himself for still worse
and more trying conditions thar he has yet known. Jehovah
¥new his man, for Jeremiah was certainly thetype of man
who can g0 a long way after he isk tired. It would never
do for the .prophet to be timid arnd afraid in a perfectly
safe and secure country, for how -then.could he face the
dangers from wild beast and robber which awaits the
traveller:in the thick undergrowth of the Jordan valley?

What was the query of the prophet? It may have
erisen from the stsate of drought, or the approach of the
invader, or the attacks of his mmmmkmx personal enemies, or
from all three. We have no grounds for attaching it to any
one t> the exclusion of the others.
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A WARNING AGAINST THI, PROPHET'S FA.LILY.

PROPHECY No.66.

Ch.12,.6.
TRANSLATION.

Even thy brothers ahd thy home,
Even they have deceived thes,

Even they cried after thee loudly.
No fatth put in themn,

Though they utter fine words to thee,
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PLOPHECY No.€8.

Ch.12.8.

EXPOSITION.

This is the actual revelation, given by
Jehovah, referred to in Ch.11,v.18, and is a warning to
the prophet to put no trust in the promises of his
family &t Anathoth. They were the ones who raised the hue
and cry after the prophet, . although they xmx& spoke
a8 friends to his face. Like Jesus, Jeremiah found .
his blood relatives an offence and a stumbling-block.

It is clear that the prophet had heen
putting his faith in his brethren, relying no doubt on
the blood-relationship and in their fine words. It was
e severe shock to him, when it dawned upon his mind that
even his own flesh and blood wire willing to see him
despatched, presumably by the men of Anathoth,
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JunOVAH KailUUnClo rlo PrORLn.

PROPHBCY No.67.

Ch.l2. 7213.

TKRANSLATION.

I have given up iy House,

1 have cast off iy Own,
I have placed the Loved of Iy Soul
In the hand of her foes,

Wy Own has become

As & lion in 1lair,

ohe has raised against iie her voics,
Therefore, I loathe her,

Is wy Own & bird thatx is spotted?
with birds that prey &ll round?

Go, gather eacn beast of the field,
Bring them in to devour.
Shepherds in number have ruined My Vine,
Have trampled iy Plot,
They have made the place of Ay Joy
A wild desolation,
They made it & waste,
It mourns &«ll round me,
All waséed the land,
And no man takes it to heart,

On every height of the wilds,
Arrive the plunderers,

For Jehovah's Sword is devouring
From end to end of the land,

No peace for mankind.

kheat have they sown, .

But thorns have they reaped,
Their plots have miscarried,
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PROPHECY No.67.

Ch.12.7-15.

TRANSGLATION.

2.

They blush at their outcome-
Hot wrath of Jehovah!
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PROPHRCY No.f7.

Ch,12.7-13.

EXPOSITION.

Speaking for his Ged, the nronhet declares
that Jehovah has abandoned his covensnt people, snd
rejected the nation with which He has identified Hims
self. This neople,so dear to Him, He has handed over
to the power of the enemy., Jehovah, who for so long
has stood between them and their foes, defends them
no longer. The resson is obvious. The nation has
gone wild, and thrown off allrestratnt. like a lion
in the jungle, and God's great love has turned to
hatred and loathing.

The result of God's giving up of His neople,
is that like a strange bird =smong a fli~tt of
2irds of prey, she will be devoured by the surround-
ing peoples. It behoves her to gather in the sheep
anc oxen into the cities for food for the beleaguered
citizens., The shepherds refers most probably to the
captains or lesders of the invading forces, and
these have levelled the vwineyards and turned a delighs
ful spot into a waste. No wonder it grieves the
heartn of Jehovah,

The last two verses are Jeremiah's own
message, for Jehovah is nentioned in the 'third person
The invading forces can be seen on the top of the
ridges of the hilly country, and they cdevour the whole
nroduce of the land and harry the population. And
yet they are but wielding the sword of Jehovah, who
in this way is punishing the nation. The fine crops
they sowed yielded them nothing at all, and well
may they be ashamed. All these things evidence the
fact that Jehovah is angry with them,

The invasion of 597 B.C. is the only back-
ground against which we can place thig piece with
any degree of confidence. The Temple it will be
remembered(My House) was robbed of all its fine
vessels at that time(1ll Kings 24.12.), which were

taken to Babylon.
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To the mind of Jeremish it was clear that the
Bahylonians could not possibly have stripped the .
House of Jehovah bare, unless Jeloveh had first of all
abandoned it.

The last verse gives colour to the suggestion
that the Babylonians appeared in Judah betwsen the
time of wowing and reaning in fhe vear 597 B.C.
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A sobwAl YU THOoR Wil wdeDILE WITH ISRALL.

- PROPHECY No.68.

Ch.l2.14-17.

LAPOSITION.

i

This is & threat directed against the small
surrounaing peoples that flanked Judah, and
who, after the cream of the nation had been
taken into exile, might interfere in the
affairs of the depleted land. It promises
that 1f these nations, presumably the Mosbites
and Ammonites and others, follow Jehovah they
shall be incorporated in the true Judah, but
if not they shall lose their land like the
exiles of Judsah.

The piece has an exilic flavour about it,
ana the lip-service it mmuires is hardly
consonsnt with Jeremiah's lofty and ethical
idess.
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THi sbANING OF THi 0OlLnD GInDLE.

PEKOPHKCY No.69.
¢h.ld. 1-11.

BAPUSITION.

This section records in prose the exper-
ience of the prophet, in which Jehovah in-
structs him to carry out & symbolic action.
This consists of wearing a loin-cloth, un-
soaked in water, and after wearing it for a
time taking it to a place aalled Parah,
where it was to be hidden in the nook of a
rock. This the prophet does, but later
when he returns for it, accorcing to the
word of Jehovah, he finds the cloth ruined.
The meaning is that Israel was intended to be
&3 close to Jehovah a8 & loin-cloth to a man,
but the nation fell away, and so would be
ruined like the cloth.

The "Parah" can hardly mean the Euphrates,
as being beyond the reach of the prophet, but
was perhaps & local spot near Anathoth. It
carries the suggestion, however, that Israel
woula one day be taken to Babylon, with con-
seguent contamination.

The experience would fall on a time before
the Fall of Jerusalem, although it may have
been edited into its present form.
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PROPHECY NO.70.
Ch.13.,12-14,
EEPOSITION.

This piece,in prese, portrays the prophet as
instructed te éeclaim that each earthen Jjar is teo
be filled with wine. If this appears a platitude,
however, to the people- & thing they knew already-
Jeremiah is to point out its deeper implicatiens,
namely that each Jjar is really not a jar but an
Hebrew, who will be filled with the wine ef Ged's
wrath till he reels and staggers, for Jehovah is
determined to disperse the whole nation till it is
destroyed.

The prophet was fond of taking & proverbial
saying from the lips of the people and relating it
to his message, &8 in 31.29 and 4.3., and it is more
than likely thatk here also he takes a catch-werd of
the people and makes it serve his bigger purpose.

The idea of the wine of God's wrath is clearly
expressed in 25.15, where it relates to the nations
beyoné Juédah.
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AN APPmAL BeFOKM UHi NIGHT 0F LISASTEK.

PROPHECY No.71.

ChllZQ 15-160

TRANSLATION.

Hear, and pay heed, nor be vain,
For Jehovah hath spoken,

Give to Jehovah your God the glory,
Before it turns dark,

And before your feet go stumbling
Un twilight hills,
ana yve long for a light,
That He changes to gloom,
And turns into darkness.
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PROPHECY No.71.

Ch.l@. 15"160

EXPOSITION.

This is a plea for God, made by the prophet
direct to the hearts of his countrymen, and it is sall
the more pathetic and powerful, because while he
is asking them to render obedience to Jehovah, he
sees clearly the night descending on his nation, and
the scattered remnants of his people, crouching in
hicing on the cold dark hills of Judea, As they
€0 they slip and stumble, and long for the day to
come to see their way, but ne day dawns, for God has
turned the very light to darkness. 1t is & terrible
picture, so terrible that we can almest hear the
heart of Jeremiah breaking at the prospect.

The poetic flair that appears again and agsain
in Jeremiah gives here an awesome ané uncanny tone to
his tender appeal.



A LALRNT FOh THi, EXILES.

PROPHECY NO.72.

Ch. 13.17.
TRANSLATION.

And if ye should pay no heed,

In hiding your soul shall bewail,
Caused by vainglory,

And drenched be your eyes with tears,

For the flock of Jehovah is captive.
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PROPHECY NO.72.

Ch., 13.Y.
EXPOSITION.,

If the nation continues- to make light of
Jehovah and disregard His message, it will be driven
to take refuge in the hills, and while there in
hiding-places, it will weep and wail for the rest
of the nation, which by that time will have been
captured and carried captive to Babyken. All this
tragedy will have been caused by the presumptienm
and high-mindd®%, which refused to return te Jehevah.

The piece may quite well be placed alengside
13.15-16, which it helps to complete. The reference teo

fhills of twilight" suggests that the secret hiiing-placew

belongs to the same historiml background. A military
eneny, clearly, is envisaged by the prophet, and one
with sufticient striking pewer to shatter the natien.
The invasion of the Babylenians in 597 B.C. is the
most likely occasien ef the prophecy.

e ey



i e ieantly V1

ur

L Joavhlot Uy JolduwlAH.




A SYSTEwATIC VIEW OF THE TEACHING OF JEREWIAH.

THE DOCTkI.zx OF GOD.

God was the fundamental fact for all
the prophets, and round Him centred all
their thought and activity. The morsal truths
wnich they successively pressed home to their
countrymen evolved naturally out of their
couceptions and experiences of God. Theér
social teaching was based not upon the find-
ings of reason, nor upon a system of philo-
sophy; still less upon zn analysis of human
instincts ana desires, but upon a definite
zna clear-cut conception of God. Jeremiah
was not aifferent frow the rest of the
propnets in this respect; indeed there is
abundents evidence that he accepted fully
the main ideas of the higher prophecy, parti-
cularly as expressed by Hosea, ana his God was
the sae moral potentate that Amos and Isaiah
had declared. '

It is remarkable that there is no
record of any prophet before the Exile
preaching the idea of God as the (Creator
of the world. God had been conceived, of
course, as the Sender of Rain in the early
half of the eighth century (1), but this
is a far cry from the noble conception of
the Creator of the world. On the other hand,

l. Agocs, vh.4«.v.7.
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the great prophet of the Bxble amply
illustrates this dogma,(l), in all its
impres%byeness, and it is probably fair to
say tha /farge inééllectual conception was
beyona the mental reach of the pre-exilic
Hebrews., Jeremiah seems to touch the
highest point of intellectual power in
pre-exilic thinking when he declares that
Jehovah controls the elements of nature (2),
ana while the prophet did not attempt to
trace back the world to the cfeating hand
of God, he achieved a signal advance in
seeing that all nature is subject to His
will. He is thus within measurable distance
of the doctrine of God as Creator, but he
never quite reached it.

Ana yet it can be saic with truth
that the prophet did assupe the Transeendence
of Jehovah, for he ascribes to Him not only
the ordering of indivicual human lives (3),
but also the guiding of the destinies of
whole nations (4). The break-up of the
political world and the rise of Babylon after
the Fall of Nineveh in 612 B.C. were ascribed
to Jehovah's influence.(5) God, therefore,
transcends human powers and decides the fate
of nations. This transcendence, however, is
seen most clearly in the protection and
blessings enjoyed by Israel as a nation, since
its Captivity in Egypt, for it was their God
Jehovah who shialded them from the perils of
the Lesert (6), after He had led them out of
bonaage (7). Not a human power, but the
transcendant Jehovah alone had achieved this
for them. The unbearable and overpowering

1. lswiah, Ch.«0.v.28.

2. Jerenigh.Ch.5.v.256.,0h.1uv.vv.8-10.
. Jer.in.l.v.b.

. dJer.ch.2.v.2.

. Jer.Ch.l.v.1lo. vn.u.v.1lo.

. Jer.cn.2.v.2.

* YEr.lh.2.€.,00.25.v.7,

BN & S &
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nature of this transcendence is felt by the
prophet when he receives his messages from
Jehovah, for at these times contact with the
Livine becomes almost unendurable.(1l)

God, however, while above history
in the prophetic thought anéd particularly so
in the mind of Jeremiah, is not by any means
separated from His world. Indeed, His
supreme power is most clearly seen when He
breaks into the historic process, as in the
Deliverance from Egypt (2), and the destruct-
ion of Shiloh (3}XXXx, and His action on the
worlc o. human affairs is designed to express
His care for the people of Israel and His
continued loyalty to the early vow of mutual
devotion (4). While Jeremiah leaves no room
for an lmmenent God-at least in the sense of
& spirit that comes to self-consciousness in
the longings snd strivings of men-~for in his
most intense moments Jehovah is always the
Great QOther (&), yet Jehovah was the Sender
of the great succession of prophets, who
revealed His message generation after generata
ion to the people of Israel(6). These prophets
were the points of contact between the trans-
cendant Jehovah and the plane of human
affaeirs. 1t needs, further, to be emphasised
that no action on the part of the prophet
coulo by itself secure the Divine message.
It was purely on the initiative of Jehovah
that Israel learned the will of its God. It
is always "ihe Word of the Lord came to me..",
(7). God on His own takes action., The prophet,
indeed, is only too keenly conscious of human

1. Jeremiah, Ch.17.v.17, Ch.23.v.9.
2. der. Ch.2.v.6.

3. dJer. Ch.7,v.12,.

4. Jer. Gh.2.v.5,v.8.,v.20.

5. der..ih.17.v.17.

6. Jer. Ch,7.v.20.

7. Jer. Ch.l.v&.,v.11.



impotence before the power of Jehovah (1),
and he recognises that even the »rophets were
but mere spokesmen of the Omnipotent Divinity.

And yet, transcendent as Jehovah 1is
to the mind of Jeremiah, he, like all his
race, looked upon God as essentially a Person.
Indeed, Jehovah was His personal and dis-
tinguishing name, and all the attributes of
personality were assigned to Him. Jehovah was
able to reumember (2), to hear (3), to
speak (4); He could be angry (86) and could
harbour vengeance(€t)., Indeed, there were
moments of high tension in the soul of the
prophet when it seemed that God had strange-
ly misguided not only the prophet butalso
the people (7). 1t may be thought an extreme
anthropomorphism to ascribe deception to
God, and yet the prophet seems to have felt
no inconsistency in holding both to the
Omnipotent and the Personal Jehovah. He was
uighty and Terrible just in the specifically
human traits, nor is it easy to see how the
limited human mina can ever conceive the
Divine in other but hwuen terms. The right
and the wrong of anthropomorphism is-only
8 question of degree. In holding to the
personality of Jehovah, therefore, the pro-
phet was on surer grouna than he suspected;
s0 sure indeed was the ground that he was
able to build on it a solid moral and spiritusal
religion.

The personality of Jehovah being

l. Jereuniah, Ch.20.v.24.

2. Jer. Ch.2.2.

b. Jer. Ch.7.v.1l6.

4, Jer. Ch.7.v.1lo.

b, Jer. vh.4.v.8.

6. Jer. Ch.H.v.Y. en¢ Ch.9.v.9.
7

JET. Ulew.V.1U unc Ch.20.v.7
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once posited, the prophets quickly and
easily arrived at the moral character of
their God., Just as Jeremiah ran out vengeance
far beyond huuan limits, thus endowing God
with revenge, so also he found in Jehovah
the perfect moral ideal of man, In Jjustice
anc righteousness He was transcendantly
great. Fraud and oppression, immorality

ena doublee~desling He abhorred and punished
(1), ana 8ll forus of insincerity and
overreaching He denounced (2). Here, indeed,
we touch the central nerve and the final
value of the prophetic theology,- for without
wasting thought on barren metaphysical
problems, the prophets singled out the

human virtues, carried them to the Nth

power of excellence until these became
attributes of the Divine. Jehovah to Jer-
emiah was the supremely Faithful, the
supremely Just and Good One (%). The pro=-
phets, therefore, were in the first place
particularly keen ethical discerners even
before they were prophets, and this explains
ahy, with history and their own moral sense
to guide them, they say that Jehovah could
have little or no use for rites and sacrifices
(4)s It was to them clear as daylight that a
Transcendant and keral Ged could have no
interest in offerings and religious cere-
nonles, especially when these were divorced
from Justice and the milk of human kindness.

It shoula be observed that if Jer-
emiah's conception of Jehovah hardly coin-
cided with that of the Creator of A}l, it

l. Jeremiah, Ch,5.v.29.

2. JGI'. Ch,8¢v.8. ‘ )

5. Jer. Ghed.v.19., Ch.5.v.1.
4, Jery,, Ch7,v.22,
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also was limited by its nationalism. Israel's
God, of course, had been and still was an
active Divinity, but He acted essentially
for the sake of Israel, True, He was preent
in kEgypt with woses, but He was there only
to lead His people out of Egypt(l). Not
that Jehovah is chained unalterably to
Israel, because ide can bring another nation
against it to punish and correct it(2), dut
His interest is primarily Israel, It was no -
business of Jeremiah to define Jehovah's
interest in other nations, for Nis mission
was necessarily to his own people. He may .
or may not have believed that Jehovah loved
the Babylonians as sincerely as He did the
Hebrews, but in the records before us it is
clear that his central passion was for
Israel and indeed for Israel alone. Indeed,
the paradox emerges in the theology of the
prophet that Jehovah seemingly possesses the
power to guice the destiny of Babylon, and
yet He makes Babylon subserve the destiny of
israel. Here we see the prophet's thought
breaking its national barriers, but his
heart Was scarcely large enough to allow
Babylon within the charmed circle of His
favour. It is clear, then, that in Jeremiah
prophetic theology was only on the threshold
of that internationalism, which the Book of
Jonah was to portray. It required the Exile
to usher it into the larger sphere of & world
religion.

But Jeremiah's supremem &nd unigque
contribution to theology was the experience
of God he enjoyed. The personality of Jehovah
for Bim was not merely a dogma in the traditior
of the higher prophecy, as it was for Isdiah
(o), but it was a vital fact almost every

l. d_eremiah’ Ch.B.V.6., Ghnzg.V.V.
2. Jer. vh.8.v.17. etc,
4. lsaiah, vh.€, vv.1l.foll.
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day of his life. There are sections of the
book so intimate and deep that they have
been termed his "Confessions", but they are
indeed more than that, for while they record
ris own inmost thougnts they enshrine also
the traffic between his own soul and God.(1l)
No prophet of the 0ld Testament enjoyed such
& close and personal fellowship with God, -and
insofar as theology must be built upon the
spiritual experience of man, Jeremiah pro-
vides the indispensible basis for a real

and living religion., It is possible for man
to be on the most intimate terms with Jehovah
(2), and the idea of the New Covenant (3)

is nothing more than the intellectualising
of the prophet's deep personal experience
of his God. After Jeremiah religion could
never again be a crass and external affair,
for his intense spiritual contaet with God
proved that He was in the heart of every
man.

1. Jeremish, Ch.15.vv.10-21.,Ch.20.vv.7=10.
2. JeI’.Ch.l7.V.9. :
. der.Ch,3l.v.381.
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THE DOCTHINE OF MAN.

1f Jeremiah's view of God is on the
whole a tolerably optimistic one, his view
of man is decidedly pessimistic, He, of course,
accepts the typicsally Hebrew conception
of man as made up of the breath of life(u 31),
a centre of consciousness termed the heart
(05), which may also extenc to mean all
mental processes, and also the emotions
designated as both "reins" and "spirit".
It is noteworthy that Jeremiah had singularly
little use for the term @, except in the
sense of "wind". wan is thus a sentient
being, self-conscious and emotional, capable
of thinking great thoughts and capable also
of harbouring great stubbornness in his
mind (1).

Now, in contrast to the great Potter
man is the clay that is shaped by His great
Hand. Taking his own people as typical of
the world, the prophet portrays humankind
as coumpletely dependent on God.(2) He has
no power or capacity to guide his own conduect;
he is certainly anything but "the master
of his fate"(o). He is entirely at the mercy
of God, and can be moulded into whatever
pattern He chooses (4)., Men are more or less
blind to the inner meanings of the events
and occurences of life, and they require
light end knowledge to be revealed to thenm
by the definite act of God.(5) Hence arises

l. Jerewiah, Ch.s.v.17 ete.
2. Jer. Ch.18.1-10,

3. der. Ch.10.v.23.

4, Jer, vn.ld.v.1l-1lu.

b. JGI‘. uhcl. VOIl-lZ
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the need for revelation, and & revelation

by Jehovah to particular and carefully
chosen men, who in turn announce the content
of the revelation to their fellowmen. Only
through the goodness of Jehovah in giving
such revelations is the humen race guided
in the right path.l)In addition to blindness
man suffers from weakness and helplessness,,
which renders him incapable of carrying out
the Divine will (2), but it is possible for
God to re-inforce human personality by His
own presence, and indeed to change a timid
man into a force of invulnerable strength.(3)

Though man of himself lacks knowledge,
fortunately, guidance is afforded and disaster
to the nation is averted, ISrael, for instane
could never of itself have found its way
t.cross the Desert t¢ *he land flowing with
milk and honey if Jehovah himself had not
guided it(4). aore specifically, God
appoints prophets, who act as "watchmen"
to warn and instruct humanity(5). So long
as men are willing to accept the advice of
these prophets all goes well with the world,
but whenever this advice is scorned and re-
pudiated, nothing but trouble and tragedy
ensue.

Huuman nature, however, is inherently
wayward ana for ever deserting the valuable
guldunce revealed by the prophets. It cannot
even aistinguish between the false prophets,
who manufacture their own messages, and the
true prophets who deliver God's message.
wmen persist in forgetting the Source of these
revelations(¢), and they stand convicted of

. Jeremiah Ch.7.v.1ld.
. der. ¢h.l.v.17, ana Ch.lo.v.20,
. der. Ch.l.v.18.

. Jer. Ch.2.v.6.
.Jder. vn.€.v.17.

. JET. LR.2. VV.OLlr o2,
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gself-will(l), injustice(2), and greed(d).
Not only are men guilty of abandoning
Jehovah and bresaking the yoke that tethered
them to Him, but they cannot realise that
this kinda of thing is sin(4). Wwhen dissster
comes on them as a punishment for sin, they
confiaently appeal to Jehovah to save them
(o), ana are blind to the fact that they
wust first repent of their gsins. The
punishment has thus no effect on their
minds and fails to result in good(€). On
the contrary, their hearts grow harder and
their minds stiffer(7), and although the
prophet makes it plain that not an honest
man can be found in the lamgth and breadth
of the whole capital(38), they obstinately
refuse to repent. A sSpring never stops
putting forth fresh water and men never
cease to put forth fresh wickedness. Indeed,
it is as aifficult for man to change his
evil heart and nature &s for the leopard

to change his spots(9).

This isx truly a black picture of
man, for it looks as if man were beyond
hope of recovery. He 1s unchangeably and
irrewocably wicked. And yet, curiously
enough Jeremiah assumes the dogma that
threats and warnings can have an effect
upon unregenerate hearts, And he is right,
for his address in the Temple, in which he
threatened Jerusalem with the fate of
shiloh(1lu), nearly cost him his life. This
bludgeon of a threat may not have been the
most desirable weapon to use, but it was
only one of Jeremiah's methods. Indeed, the
predominating note of his teaching is not

1. Jereamiah, Ch.b.v.208.
2. Jer.vh.0v.248.

J. JET. UL.6.V.18.

. Jer. Ch.2.v22.

Jer. vh.2.vv.2€-28,
. der. Uh.2.vv.29=40.
..Jer. Ch.4,vv.o/4.

. der. Lh.b.v.1l.

. Jer. Ch.1u-v.23. 10.s

.
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that of threats, but is rather that of a
sweet persuasion and a winsome appeal. He
appeals to their sense of honour, and reminds
them of all that Jehovah has done for then,
and he shews that God has done ncthing to
deserve such cavalier treatment from his
people(l). With tears and entreaties he
pleads with his people to return to the fine
0lé allegignce of Jehovah(4). God may
comuand Jeremiah to cease praying for his
people~they are past praying for-but still
the prophet believes utterly that the cure
for all the national ills is a pure and
intimate knowledge of Jehovah(3). This know-
ledge includes not only an accurate conception
of the moral character and moral requirements
of God, but also a personal experience and
certainty of the Divine(4).

iden will not only respond to such
appeals, but they are made of such stuff that
when material disasters overtake them they
are capable of gaining in character and virtue.
This is the deep truth the prophet tesaches
in his vision of the Figs($), for he sees
that men and wouwmen who have known little of
life's discipline tend to degenerate, while
those who have tasted hardship and even exile
gain in worth and moral value. While those
who had escaped captivity were congratulating
themselves, Jeremiah's doctrine was that
the best of the nation were undergoing the
bitter trials of Babylon and that it was just
thase bitter trials that made them the best,

The prophet adheres to the faith that
ultimately the nation will see its exceeding
sinfulness, and will repent and return to the
old loyalty (& . Either God's deliverance of
them from Babylon will soften their hearts or
- else having repented the deliverance will
follow~ for on this point Jeremiah is not ex-
plicit- and so goodness will triumhh at last,

l.Jeremiah,ch.2.v.0.
Z-Jerﬁ.v.l. deder.ch.9.v24. 4. Jer.ch.sl.vsl.
D-J&I’.Ul’l.z‘k.l—e. 6. Jer.Ch.:ﬁl.Vv.lB-l‘a.
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This repentance and moral recovery will

fit man to enjoy a materisl prosperity as
well, and Jeremiah's doctrine of the future
of the nationi.. is a bright and confident
one, for he sees a prosperous end happy
nation arising which will be in perfect
accord with its God, the giver of every
material as well as spiritual blessing.(1l).

But the true gauge of the prophet's
Goctrine of man is seen in hils idea of the
New covenant, for here we see how implicitly
he believes in the grandeur of mankind. It
is in man, be asserts, to rise into personsal
touch with the Divine, and just as specially
chosen men are meanwhile selescted to stand
between God and mankind, the day is not far
distant when each man shall have the dignity
and prerogative of direct and untrammelled
intercourse with the Divine. ian as man
can and will be 1lifted above his weakness,
stubbornness, sin and folly until he exper-
iences Divine fellowship and lives in a
perfect understanding Wwith his God.(2)

l.Jeremiah; Ch.31.v.6,.
2.1)31'. ch-bl.vv-zl"“(lé.
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THE DOCTRINE OF SIN.

The assumption that lies underneath much of
tne prophet's thinking in relation to sin is
that in the palmy pristine days of the nation
sin was hardly evident at all., The early #Zays
were idyllic days of perfect love and loyalty
between Jehovah and his people and nothing
disturbed their happiness and joy.(l) That
harmony was based aMd built upon a pact that
bound Jehovah to Israel as His people and
Israel to Jehovah as their God. It is not
clear whether this pact or covenant excluded
other nations, but it certainly meant that
a special bond existed between these two
parties to the pledge. This covenant, the
conception of which is so fundamental to the
religion of the 0ld Testament, was the only
safeguard of Israel's happiness, and it
needed no other, for as the character of this
Jehovah revealed itself, the pact assumed
larger and still larger implications until it
related itself to all life spiritually,
morally and socially. The singularly
solemn feature of this covenant, also, lay in
the fact that it was not so much a Divine fiet
in the manner for instance of the Rainbow(2)
nor & merely legal arrangement, but that it
was similar to the marriage pact of the lover
and the beloved(3). It was, indeed, a pact of
love and affection, which was preserved un-
broken in the youth of the Hebrew people.

Now, s8in in the eyes of Jeremiah was
essentially and primarily the breaking of this

l. Jeremian, Uh.Z.V.Z.
2. Gengsis, Ch.9.v.1l6.
‘5' Jer- ChozoVoZ.
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pact; it was disloyalty to a solemn and
sacred vow. It was the falling away from
early and holy ideals under various kinds
of pressure and influence. The prophet,
therefore, is constantly re~iterating the
charge that his nation has broken its
plighted word to Jehovah and thus committed
sin(l). Not only does he press the charge
of 8in in a general way, but he deals in a
full and revealing manner with specifiec
forms of sin,

There is, for instance, the pure for-
getfulness of God, or what we should to~day
call "irreligion". It was not as if Jehovah
rewained in their religious life as one
among many gods, but they actually have dis-
missed Him from their minds and their lives,
He who is their peculiar pride, their only
boast, their richest possession, they have
blotted from their memories, As a sash adorns
e maiden, so Jehovah adorns and glorifies -
Israel, and yet Israel has forgotten its
glory for untold days(2). It is thds utter
neglect of the old and tender pact which
constitutes in the mind of the prophet the
gravity of his people's sin(3). If Jehovah
were one on the pantheon of their eclectic
faith, His name at anyrate would be remembered
but no they have quite deserted and forgotten
Him,

But the most obvious and undeniable
proof of sin was the public worship of gods
other than dehovah, Insofar as the original
pact was an exclusive pact, the inclusion
of baals and other divinities in worship was
& breach of the covenant, and therefore a sin.
He charges the nation, therefore, with chang-
ing its god-a thing unheard of among the )
nations of the world-(4) and he accuses them

1. Jerewiash, ch.ls.10.
2. dJE€Ir. LUN.2V.S2.

S. Jer.cn.2¢.v.27.

4, Jer. ch.2.v.11,
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of wandering after the baals(l), which were
most probably the agricultural gods assoc-
iated with the land in the time of the Can-
aanites. He also singles out the religion
of uoloch as peculiarly objectionable(2),
and the snare of the rites of Astarte rouses
him to a passionate protest, indeed the last
ana not the least vehement of his invectives
(Y). The worship of these false gods may or
may not have been sexually imumoral in them-
selves, for the facts hardly allow us to
dogmatise on the point; to Jeremiah the sin
lay not there, but in the fact: that when
other gods were acknowledged the pact with
Jehovah was sutomatically broken. Sin was
therefore in the first instance apostasy and
infidelity to Jehovah,

The doctrine of sin, as advanced by
the prophetpy makes no attempt to explain
8in as due to heredity or to an ineradicable
twist in human nature as such. He believes
on the contrary that sin and the tendency to
8in may be overcome, for these arise through
lack of sufficient knowledge of God(4) on the
one hand, and on the other a selfish stubborn-
ness on the other(5). ien have dull and un-
perceiving minds(6), rendering them so blind
that they stumble and fall(7), This spirite
ual blindness of theirs leads them to deny
thelr sin and wrong-doing, and thus presents
the prophet with the constant problem, which
he never finally solved, namely that of
creating a sense of sin in the hearts of his
people(8). - '

Now the prophet's theology is based

l.Jeremiah, Ch.,2.v.8.,v.23,,Ch.7.v.9. etc,
2.Jer,ch.22.35.

b.Jer.Ch.44.v.17.

4.,Jer.Ch.0.vv,1l=0.

v.Jer,ch.8.v.b.etc.

6.der.Ch.5.v.4.

7.Jer. Ch.,6.v.21, 8.Jer.Ch,.2.v.23,
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upon two sweeping deductions that were made
from the character of Jehovah. He argued that
since Jehovah was not only a covenant God but
& moral God, then everything that was not
moral and righteous came under His condemn-
ation, and amounted therefore to sin. The
interests of morality are the interests of
God, and all that is derogatory to morality
is ipso facto derogatory to Jehovah and there-
fore sin., Thus the theology of Jeremiah leads
straight to social ethics and social teach-
ing. If infidelity to God is sin, then in-
fidelity to man is sin likewise, and indeed
the moral insight of the prophet revesaled to
him that this fidelity ofm man to man wes the
very stuff and fabric of society, for when
auring the advence of the Babylonians the
slaveeowners broke their word to their
Hebrew servants, the prophet protested in the
name of God(1l). The miscarriage of justice
wes in the very same way & sin on the soul of
the nation, for God's nature wes just and
therefore injustice in any form was a denial
of that nature and therefore sin(2). And so
as the implications of God's nature became
apparant every form of civic or social wrong
assumed the proportions of & sin against
~Jehovah.

Nor does this exhaust the categories
of s8in, as taught by the prophet, for he toock
a step further and shewed his penetration of
nind by detecting &« subtle thard form of sin,
more heinous perhaps than the other two. This
consisted of a moral degeneracy that cloaked
itself behind established religion. It may
be a sin to use the pen deceitfully, but it is
infinitely more heinous for a holy scribe to
do so under the name of religion(3). To cheat

1, Jeremiah, Ch.34.v16.
2. Jer, Ch.,5.v.28,
. Jer.Ch.8.¥.8.
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is wrong for anyone, but doubly so when done
by & priest(l). To tell a lie is a mean and
contemptible thing, but for a man to pose as
a prophet, and under the guise of religion to
pass off a tissue of lies as a revelation from
Jehovah; this was the height of hypocrisy
(2)s Here Jeremiah lays his finger upon a
real snd sinister form of sin, which he ex-
poses in classical fashion, when he addresses
the people in the Temple, for they seemed to
imagine that after committing the most out-
rageous sins such as murder and theft they
were free to claim the shelter and protection
of the official religion.(3)

The prophet made a second sweeping
aeduction from the character of God. The
physical world was in the hand of the Almighty.
In addition to be™a Covenant God and a Moral
God, He was at one and the same time the
Governor of the Seasons and the Dispenser of
temporal blessings. This meant, for Jeremiah,
that sin went hand in hand with national and
individual trouble and loyalty to God went
hand in hand with prosperity. It was, there-
fore, a quite logical process for him to re-
gard sin as the cause and mainspring of
all the troubles of the nation, and there
is in his mind a direct relation- almost
that of cause and effect-between the commit-
ting of sin and the occurrence of some physical
or national catastrophe. The drought, for in-
stance, which is reféered to in Chapter 14,
is clearly regarded as the result of the sin
of the nation(4). Sin as a matter of fact
has the power to change and alter the seasons
(5). - Once grant that Jehovah is both Omni-
potent and Moral and the conclusion is in-
evitable that loyalty to such a God spells
confort and happiness and disloyalty invadlves
usterial loss and damage.(6) To scorn the
Supreme Power Wwho gives the rain is to en-
danger the harvest,

l.Jder.ch.8.v.1lu. 2.der.ch.2.v.8.,Ch.5.v.41
d.0er.Ch.7.v.9. 4,Jer.ch.l4.v.7.

e A - A . e -t

.Jer.Ch.12.v.6. 6.Jer.Ch.5,v.24.
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By exactly the same deduction the
whole nation in its corporate life imperil-
led itself by falling away from the worship
of Jehovah, for He possessed the power to
move the world powers against Israel, and
this in point of fact He is stated to have
done(1l). 3in, therefore, conceived as
Jeremiah conceived it, carried with it the
most condign punishmenty and he was right
in his prognostication that only exile
could expiate the long period of national
apostasy and infidelity to Jehovah,(2)

It may be difficult always to assert
that physical catastrophe proves previous
sin, either individually or nationally, but
few can dispute that in teaching his country-
men that persistent and unrepented sin
ends in national disaster, the prophet was
a sound theologian and a careful logician.

In any case it was a theology, and more
especially a doctrine of sin, close to
reality and amazingly confirmed by history.

l. Jeremisah, Ch.l.v.1l5.
20 JeI'. CholZQ 'V'V.lb-l?.
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THE DOCTRINE OF REDENPTOON ,

while it was the peculiar fate of the
prophet to feel intensely the sin of his
nation and to denounce it in the strongest
possible terms, he salso proclaimed a doctrine
of redemption which was Jjust as definite and
Just as positive, Jeremiah, perhaps more
than any other prophet of his race, persisted
in pleading with and persuading men to
change from their way of life to a moral
devotion to Jehovah. His view of sin and
his view of redemption.are, naturally enough,
closely allied and indeed logically connected.

Although the actual term "redeem" occurs
but twice in the records of Jeremiah's
work(1l), the whole conception runs through
his thinking from beginning to end. Just
a8 8in was primarily the breaking of the
pact between Jehovah and His people, so
redemption is the restoration of that spec giﬁgp
end exclusive connection; it is the return
to & complete a;éga}ance to the national God.
(2). hettemption ig onceived as an individual
movement, although Jeremiah was xx outstand-
ingly an individualist; buxix it will come
about on a national scalex and will smount
to a national conversion to Jehovah(3).
Ana so the prophet bends himself to the task
of winning his people back again to their oad ‘
loyalty, for in that alone lies their salvation.
No less than twenty-four times in the written
record does he plead with the people of Israel
to return to the worship and service of Jehovah.
It is clear that the prophet considered the
be-all and end-all of his ministry to be the

1. 713 occurs at Jeremiah,Ch.lov.21, & 31.11.
2. Jer. ch.24.v.6.
. Jer. Lh.o0.22.
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sincere and penitent return of men to the
service and devotion of God.

But this spiritual return of the
sinful was not merely an emotional exper-
ience, which was to end in itself; it in-
volved anc expressed itself in the cleansing
of public ana private life., Just as God loves
kindliness and justice and integrity of
character, so these shall be practised by
the redeemed, and no confidence shall be
placed in cleverness, arms or wealthg(l)

The treachery and oppression that was ramp-
ant in the country, and which evoked the
vengeznce of the Almighty(2), would be a
thing of the past. The return would, in
other words, be & moral return, and the
redemption a moral gedemption,

And Jjust as this meant & cleansing of
moral life, so it carried with it a complete
change in the ordinary religious life of the
people. Whereas there was & public and ornate
worship, which centred in the Temple, so in
the state of redemption, the Ark would bde
forgotten(3), and the essentials of religion
would be redhced to the simplest and yet
most personal forms(4). No priest, with his
sacrifices would be necessary, nor would
any prophet or even teacher be called for.
keligion would sgain become, what in fact it
had always been, & natural and uninterrupted
contact with the Divine. Pilgrims would pay
their homage of thanks in Sion(5), but not
to the detriment of their more personal faith,
Religion would becmome, through this redempt-
ion, & simpler and yet more intense affair.

l. Jeremiah, Ch.9.v.23.
2.Jer. Ch.9.v,9,.
De JET. Chod.v.16.

4. Jer, vh.0l.v.%4. b. 8er. Ch.s1.v.6.
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The most distinctive connotation of
the word "redemption", and one which the
prophet himself sanctioned, wsa is that of
"The Rg ?ygg -from Exile" (1). This is in
cica £n his doctrine of God and of sin,

for it is inevitable that One who has the
rower will recognise the practice of goodness
which He loves. Ana so redemption means,
along with spiritual and moral regeneration,
also a revival in material prosperity and
the bringing back of the Captivity. The one
involves the other and the two go hand in
hand, And it should. be noted that this
salvation is not merely the restoration of
Isreel to its ancient capital and country,
but also agricultural prosperity and happi-
ness(2). Thus redemption becomes in the
mind andfteaching of Jeremiah a manifold

and impressive conception.

Not only has he clear ideas concern-
ing redemption, but he knows very well the
process., He is aware that certain changes
must take place before certain results
ensuxe. Here, indeed, begin his perplexities
and problems. He soon finds that his psople
lack even the sense of sin(3), and it is this
which proapts him to plead, to exhort and to
threaten, and even to act in dmmatic oriental
fashion, if only he can start his nation into
& sense of their sinfulness. He knows that
gedemption begins with this feeling of self-
committed sin, hence his ardent desire to
hear Israel acknowledging its guilt(4). This
sense of sin leads naturally to a genuine
repentance~indeed is its sine qua non- and
it hurts the heart of Jeremiah to see that
with every evidence of sin about, his people
will not repent(5). He sees clearly that
confession and repentance will bring the sin-
ful nation to a genuine return to Jehovah,
who, having assured them of gorgiveness(6)

l. Jeremiah,Ch.15.v.¥1l.,& Ch.31.v.11.
. Jder.Ch. ul V.0. Jd.Jer.Ch.2. 3u

> Jer,Ch.v.v.25H. etc
€. Jer.4.l. a Ch.o.v. 5 Jer, “h 2.v.22.



257.

and being satisfied that truth and justice
prexvail in the country(l), will restore to
them the blessings of wmaterial prosperity
and will institute a New Covenant with
Isrgael. The end of the process shall be a
state in which Jehovah shall not only be the
national God, although He shall be that in

a8 much deeper measure than ever before, but
also the inaivicual and personal God of each
soul.

In the most real sense it is God
whoxx will effect this redemption. The pro-
phet is merely the spokesman of Jehovah in this
respect, for it is Jehovah who sends the
drought and changes the seasons and sfirs up
Babylon to attack Jerusalem, and all these
things He does with a view to developing in the
soul of Israel a deep sense of guilt. And in
case the people mhould fail to understand the
meaning of these punishments, Jehovah sends his
prophet to make the meanings plain. So dull
and impervious are the minds of the people(2)
that blow after blow must be struck before
they realise how serious God is in the matter
and indeed He has finally to banish them to
exile before their final redemption is
effected. Not only in explaining these
chastisements and announcing forthcoming
disasters. is the prophet essential, however,
xxt he i%7%%e mouthpiece of Jehovah in utter-
ing those tender words of invitation and
affection that are cadculated to recapture the
heart of Israel(3)., And it is clear, xXXX xu3
mtuxx, that in addition to the messages of
Jehovah, the prophet added his own impassion-
ed appeals(4).

¥z Redemption, on its spiritual side,
is likewise the work of Jehovah, for He it is

l. Jerewish,ih.v.v.1l.
2.0er. Gh.4.v.22.

e JEI'.CL.x.V,.]1,

4. Jer. Ch.3.v.18.
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who takes the initiative, first by sending
the prophet(l), second by inviting the nation
to return to the old alliance(2), third by
assuring them of forgiveness(8), and fourth
by delivering them from exile(4). And yet,
while Jeremiah is conscious that Jehovah is
the active agent in the securing of redempt-
ion, he is not less conscious that even the
blows directed against the hardened heart of
Israel make little impression. Although he
belggved firmly in his doctrins of redemption
and in the power of Jehovah to carry it through |
he saw little in his lifetime to evidence a i
change of heart or a change in the national !
doom, It is probable that his own pleading *
words ana still more, his own pathetic l1life
did more to melt the hearts of the best in
Israel than any other influence ir +the story
of the nation. The finest spirits of the
nation, reflecting in exile on the amazing
accuracy of the prophet's forecasts and on

the equally amazing cruelty of their attitude
towards him, must have become subtly conscious
of terrible guilt.

Bera i L AR T SIIIT L

Jereniah was remarkable among his con-
temporaries by the fact that he took such =
serious view of sin, and while he never ceased
to preach the willingness of God to forgive sin,
he gives us reason to believe that this sin,
at least from the peoples's side, involved
expiation. This becomes clear when two pro-
vhecies are placed side by side. In the vision

l. Jereuwiah,Ch.l.v.7.
2. Jer. Ch.4.v.1l.

b. Jer. Ch.s.v.22.

4, Jer., Ch.lo.v.21.
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of the Beskets of osummer Fruit(l) we have the
igea crystallised that exile alone could atone
for the sins of the nation; this in fzet is
the necessery means of sxpistion. Again, fronm
the iLrophecy, which limits the exile to the
seventy yesars (), it is clear that the
vaostivity aoes not involve the erd of the
nation as it might easily have dome, but in the
view of Jeremish-or if one prefers i$,in the
view of God- ssventy years will be snfficiont
time for the expiatiom of tha2 1satiomn's 3.i.,
The p1-ohet Gid nmot explicitly preach this .
idea of expiation,acecording to our records, - .
but tnis does mot mean that the idea was got
there. Indeed, it isx plain the doetrine was
in his mind ané in his teaching, and it re-
quired only the elogquence of the great proph.t
of the Exile to clothe it in classic phrase-
ology.and beauty.(2). i
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GOD AND THE INDIVIDUAL.

The .first prophet of the 0ld Testament
who ¥ ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁi usl responsibility was
Jeremiah. By his daring treatment of the

old slogan "The fathers have eaten,grapes

and the children's teeth are set on edge"

he shewed that the prophetic tradition was
breaking away from its o0ld moorings and
heading for the open sea of religious doudbt
anc perplexity.(l) io doubt the lonelipess

of the man and his lack of spiritual fellow-
ship with his kin developed within him a strom
indiviaual life, of which he Dbecame increas-
ingly aware, and it is evident that he
considered the cause of Jehovah in the world
to rest on his shoulders and on his shoulders
alone.(2) So far from Goa dealing only with
the nation as a unity, he knew through his own
experience that messages with a purely
incividual referencex came from the Divine.
His own call,(v), the doom of Hananiah(4),

the guidance designed for Zedekiah(5),all
these pointed to the fact that Jehovaﬁ dealt
directly with specific persons and for
specifically personal reasons, The individual
&8 an indivicual was thus an objest of
interest to God.

In those passages of the book, which
refer to the intimate experiences of the pro-
phet, it is evident that he cherished a
double view of God. He did not quite free
himself from the numinous conception, wherein

l. Jeremiah, Ch.s1.29.
2. Jer, Ch.20.v.12.

3. Jer, Ch.l.v.b,

4, dJer. vh.28.10.

. Jer. Ch.38.v.1l7,
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God was an insufferable presence, against
Whom it was futile to struggle(l), and Whose
word mafte him stagger like a drunken man(2).
Here we have the last remnant of the ecstatio
lingering on in the emotional experience of
the conscious moral personality, the sign
and token of the divine afflatus. God in
this experience was overpowering and super-
personal. But in eddition to this, God

spoke to the conscience and mind of Jeremiah,
passing moral judgements and revealing
definite knowledge(d), and so He was also
intensely and intimately personal. It is the
glory of the prophet that he never allowed
his intemfiely emotional and ecstatic exper-
ience to blind his moral sensitiveness and
power,

Jeremiah's contact with Jehovah press-
ed home upon him the tremendous truth that
he was not a free agent, but was predestined
by Godv«lle tries again and again to assert
his own divergent will, but again and sagain
God compels him to carry out His will. In
this sense of predestination he is of course
at one with the great religious geniuses.

The consciousness that one's life and move-
ments, even one's thoughts, are determined

by the Divine, carries with it a feeling of
utter and complete dependence, and this is
exaoctly how the prophet feesls in the course of
his career.(5)The governing hand of God is :
seen and felt also when the prophet's life

is in danger, and He foils the plot of his
enemies(6). Both on the positive side, when
Jehovah urges him to act and prophesy, and on
the negative -side, when Jehovah defends his
life from danger, it is clear that man is

l. Jerewiah, ¢h.20.v.7.
2. Jer. vh.24.v.9.

Y. der. vh.ll.v.138.

4, ver. uvil.l.v.b.

U. JETr. LL.1U.V.28.

6. Jer. vn.l8.v.18.
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completely dependent on his God.

The indiviaual, of course, was not a
free agent by the very fact that it was
through the channel of the individual that
Jehovah revealed himself and his message to
men. There is not enouzh materisl availe
able to justify us in saying that every
incividual is preaestined and completely
dependent on the Divine according to the
mind of the prophet. There is warrant only
for stating that Jehovah over .certain
persons, such as prophet§XPk§s°G8mplete and
absolute sovereignty.(l) This view, it will
be noticed, is in strict accord with the
historic line of sdebrew prophecy, for it was
the first principle of that unique tradition
that Jehovah used individuel men as prophets
to guide the destiny of His people. Such
& doctrine involved a direct contact, such
a8 speaking(2), enlightening(3), touching(4),
filling with anger(5), and indeed the pro-
phetic doctrine assumes that Jehovah comes into
a full personal intercourse with human beings.

Now, this intimste attitude of Jehovah
to man had as its correlative, especially
in Jeremiah, & corresponding intimacy on the
part of man towards God. It is in the words
of the prophet of Anathoth that we find for the
first time a full-fledged use of prayer, both
intercessory and meditative(6). It is poss-
ible for the human soul to express petitions
for God listens to man's prayers and answers
them, When Jeremiah is forbidden to pray for

l. Jeremiah,Ch.l.v.1l7.

2. Jer. Ch.l.v.1l1l,

. Jer. Ch.ll.v.18.

4. Jer. Ch.l.v.9.

5. Jer. vh.6.v,.11l. :

6. Jer. Gh.l4.v.1ll. etcUf.F.Heiler's Prayer,

3.2€0.
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Israel, it proves that he had the desire

and was in the practice of so doing. But

the interesting and unique feature in Xkx his
religion was that while other great spirits
had prayed to Jehovah as spokesmen of their
natiop, Jeremiah could and did speak to God
in his own right as an individual soul. He

did speak to God, it is true, as spokesman

of his people, but this did not exhaust his
converse with the Divine. Nor did even
direct and personal petitions exhgust his
spiritual life, for he indulged in soliloquy
of the soul(l), and he carried on dialogues
with the Divine(2). Both these facts point

to & very highly developed individual life
end place Jeremiah well in advance of higs
predecessors and contemporaries. It may be
urged that these secret effusions of the
prophet are highly charged with self-reproach,
with emotional appeals to God, and with
venomous hatred towards men, and yet it cannot
be denied that here we have a genuine and ind-
tvidual life of prayer, which must be ranked
of first importance among all the saints of
the 0ld Testament.

The breakaway from communal religion,
which is so evident in the soul of Jeremiah,
carried with it also the perplexities no less
than the pleasures of an individual faith.
And in point of fact, just as the fullness of
personal religion dawns on the soyl of Jer-
emiah, so do also the problems of individual
life and falth, He cannot understand why
the wicked should prosper(3), or why his
own endurance should be tested to the break-
ing point(4), or why he should be destined to
fight against all the world(5), or why his
life-work should yield no fruit(é6). He
assumes that God is righteous and indeed he
states it in clear language(7), but whereas
& public and national religion never thought
of questioning this fundamental tenet, Jeremiah
l.Jer,8.1811. 2.Jer.12.1-5, 3, Jer.l2.1,.

4.Jer.lo.12. 5.Jer.15.10. B.J
7iSer1s 8.Jer.8.20.
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is constantly finding it difficult to

see how righteousness works out in his own
personsl experience. He is deceived by

his enemies and almost led like a lamb to

be killed(l). Although he has led a straight
ana honest life he finds that the world
curses him(2). His whole life of self-
devotion to the will and message of Jehovah
yields such little fruit that he contemplates
resigning his mission us a failure(3). Little
wonder that he asks querulously if his

God is not playing him false. Indeed so
completely disillusioned does he become -
before the end of his career that he suspects
Jehovah has been leading him on a false
scent; in other words that his great mission
of righteousness has been a form of self-
deception(4). The poignanc these doubts,
so well attested by themw Aeuhsx, is indica-
tive of the strength of the faith that lay
behind the doubts, nor would it be fair and
accurate to insinuate that the prophet was
~more of & doubter than a saint, but they
shew that this ploneer soul that launched

out on the spiritual waters on his own frail
bark found it & perilous and perplexing
venture, It was the price that had to be
pald for advancing into a personal and
individual religion.

There was still anothggyggerged from
the indiviaualism of the prophet. So long
as the nation worshipped in its corporate
capacity in the Temple, it felt that Jehovah
was there in actual fact. He was no nearer
and no farther off than the Temple. The people
never doubted this for one moment. Now, when

l.Jeremwiah, Ch.,11.v.19.
2.Jer. Ch.l5.v.1C.
b.Jer.1lb.v.19.

4.,Jer. sh.20.v.7.
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the centre of religion moved, as it did with
Jeremigh, from the external place of worship
to the numan soul, it was found that God

was not always in the human soul a&s He had
been always in the Temple., He is certainly

a livinity that is both near and far, so

much so that nothing can be hid from Him(1l),
but the prophet came to realise that He was,
in addition, & passing experience of the

soul and not & constant and intensive presence
there. He knew, as all religious natures
know, that there are times when the Divine
seems very near and there are other times
when e seems very far away indeed. Now this
truth is the direct outcome of Jeremiah's
personal and individual religious experience
(2).

l. Jeremiah, Ch.23.v.24.
2. Jer. Ch.l4.v.8,
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