SHREWSBURY

A BIOGRAPHY
-
.+.~1660-1718

"0oft, in the clear, still mirror of retreat,
I studied Shrewsbury, the wise and great."

- Pope [
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CHAPTER I

BOYHOOD.




CHAPTER I -  BOYHOOD

On the 24th of July, 1660, two months after the King
for whom he had fought had returned from his 'travels,'
Francls, eleventh Earl of Shrewsbury, knew himself so
fortunate as to have a son to carry on his proud and
ancient title. The blessing was the more real since
he had already lost two male children in infancy, one
daughter only remaining from the children of his first
wife.(a) In 1659 he had married a second time, his
bride being the most comsely of the Earl of Cardigan's
three daughters, Anna Maria Brudenell, much younger
than himself, and of a totally different disposition;
for she was fond of pleasure and of late hours.(b)

The consequences of an unwise match had not, however,
at that time affected the Earl, and his satisfaction
must have been complete when King Charles did him the
honour to make his infant son the first royal godchild.(c)

(a) G.E.C. gives their names as Conyers and George.
For the daughter, Mary, see Burke, and Phillips'
"Genealogia (Bodleians

(b) They were married in St. Giles's-in-the-Fields before
a Justice of the Peace on 1l0th January 1658-9,.-
Althorp Memoirs 25,

Rachel Newport to her brother Sir Richard Leveson
Sutherland MSS. 145.
Reresby 67,
(¢) Anonymous Life 3.
Cooksey's Life of Somers l6.
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A8 Charles Talbot, therefore, the heir to the Shrewsbury
earldom makes his appearance to history. Both his father's
and his mother's families were Catholic, and the child was
baptised in the faith of his parents.

With characteristic Stuart generosity, Charles II
had rewarded with a name the son of a man who had suffered
111 fortune in his service. The Shrewsbury fortunes were
at the beginning of that reign at a low ebb. Representatives
of the second oldest Earldom in England, the Talbots believed
that they could trace thelr descent back before Domesday
Book, and took no pleasure in claiming Norman ancestry,
since the boast of Saxon blood was of more ancient honour.
In the female line they were proud to show the sister of
De Valence, Earl of Pembroke, as one of their progenitors;(d)
Whatever doubts might surround the founder of their family,(e)
history cast no shadow on the first Earl of their line, who
won both title and renown in the French wars of Henry VI.
with the death of Edward the eighth Earl in 1618, the main
branch of the family died out, and George, the ninth Earl,
who was a priest, a great uncle of Francis, was descended

from a younger son of the second Earl, Sir Gilbert Talbot

(d) Add. MSS. 18446. History of the Talbots.

(e) The family apparently claimed a more ancient origin than
some of the peerages would allow them. - "Great Governing
Families of England."

r



of Grafton in Worcestershire.(f) 38ir Gilbert's son, John,
known as Sir John Talbot of Albrighton, appears to have

made Albrighton in Shropshire his family seat. His son

was buried there, and after him many of the Talbot family.(g)
By descent and by marriage, the Shrewsbury lands were wide,
‘but the family wealth had not correspondingly increased, so
that the property was encumbered.(h) Like many another
loyal gentleman, Earl Francis had held out for the Stuart
family to his own detriment after the battle of Worcester,(a)
but even before his time the Shrewsbury fortunes must have
suffered to some extent by the adherance of the main line of
the family to the Catholic faith.

With the settlement upon him by his father of the family
lands at Alton, when he was only three years old, Charles
Talbot began his 1life as a landowner. The years of his
childhood seem to have been spent at Grafton, in company
with his half-sister, Mary.(b) His mother, one of the

acknowledged beauties of the Restoration Court,(c) must have

(f) Burke, G.E.C. Phillips .

(g) Albrighton Parish Registers.
Cranage's Architectural Account.

(h) Buccleuch MSS. I passim.

(a) Boscobel Tracts.

(b) Muniment Book. Fitzalan Papers.
Buccleuch MSS. I. Ietters 2, 21, 29.

(c) Grammont. T /33.
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had little time or inclination to care for her small son
and the daughter of a former Countess. Their early
education probably gave the family 1little trouble. One

Mr. Rathbone, who filled some minor position at Grafton,
later put in a claim to be paid for teaching the boy, but
though some money was allowed him because he was in
necessity, the justice of his claim appeared to be dubious.(d)
The child's affections were centred on his sister Mary,

"who I love as well," he wrote, "as any Brother can love a
sister."(e) Of his mother he knew little in these early
years, certainly nothing of the constant intriguing, or of
the numerous succession of admirers that sought and obtained
favours from the Countess of Shrewsbury.(f) The gaiety of
the Merry Monarch's Court had gone to her head like wine.
Her portrait shows a vivacious, provocative woman, like a
full=blown flower, of a dazzling pink and white that may
well have owed much to nature, for her son inherited the
beautiful, unhealthy blush-rose complexion. Admiration

was the air she breathed, and her custom was to set one rival

(d) Shrewsbury to Sir John Talbot April 6.16757 N.S.
Buccleuch MSS. I Letter 29.

(e) Shrewsbury to Sir John Talbot Dec.3l. 1673. Buccleuch
MSS. I Letter 8.

(f£) Shrewsbury's correspondence suggests that he believed
the intrigue with Buckingham to be the only one.



(5)

against another, until duels about her charms became a
common outlet for roused passions.(g) Her husband bore

the scandal well, made no complaints that the world could
see, sald 1little, and kept aloof from the quarrelsome
gallants. Her extravagance and his own lack of money were
food enough for worry. But this solemn indifference to the
frallties of his wife may have been the most aggravating
thing about him in her eyes. 8She complained that he offered
no rebukes to affronts shown her. The most scandalous of
all her lovers, the shameless Killigrew,(h) when he found
himself replaced in her affections by the Duke of Buckingham,
took revenge in descriptions of his mistress that even
Grammont found unprintable; but such treatment did not

rouse the Earl, and his infuriated wife left him and fled

to France.(a) The intrigue with Buckingham had commenced

a year earlier, in the summer of 1666, when the Cardigans
and the Shrewsburys stayed with Buckinghem at York. So
patent was the growth of this new intimacy that Shrewsbury's

(g) Grammont. . M0-2. fhk .
Verney MSS. App; to 7th Report. - Aug. 21. l662.
(h) For Henry Killigrew see "Thomas Killigrew.
Cavalier Dramatist "by Alfred Harbage 126.
cf. Pepys July 22,1B67; May 30, 1668; May 19, 1669
Grammont. U 1435 .
(a) Henry Savile to Sir G. Savile Sept.17. 1667.
Savile Correspondence 21.
House of Lords Calendar 9th Report Jan.l4.1674.
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friends had remonstrated with the Countess, but her power over
her husband was sufficiently great to induce him to prolong
his stay.(b) Her association with Buckingham so begun, was
of longer duration and of more seriousness than most of her
intrigues. Where the daily scandals surrounding his wife
had failed to move the Earl, her flight after the dispute
with Killigrew in the autumn of 1667 succeeded in rousing
him to defend his honour. He believed, perhaps with good
reason, that she had left him to join Buckingham: their
intimacy was at least common gossip: and in the following
January he challenged Buckingham to a duel. It was fought
on the 16th of the month at Barn Elms, with disastrous
results, Buckingham with two seconds engaged the Earl,

who was supported by two of his kinsfolk, his 'cousin,!

Sir John Talbot and one of the Howards.(c) Jenkins, one

(b) Reresby 67.
Luke whittington to williamson July 1l4. 1666.

S.P.DOm.534.

(¢) The editor of the Report on the Buccleuch Papers, and,
following him, the biographers of Shrewsbury, have
strangely assumed that Sir John Talbot was a brother
of Francis. He was, in fact, a falrly distant ‘'cousin,’
being descended from Sir John Talbot of Albrighton by
his second wife, while the Earls of Shrewsbury were
descended from the first wife.

1st wife. = Sir J. Talbot of Albrighton » 2nd wife.
John Talbot aof Salwarpe

Sherington Talbot of Salwarpe and
) \ Lacock.

Sheriﬁgfon Tgﬁbot. willi Talbot (Sthﬁ)

4 : Sir John . lliam Talbot. :
There was & ﬁa‘?‘fﬁg@ x‘%ﬁm&s%atgm&xe Howards, the <

daughter of the seventh Earl having married Thomas Howa}
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of Buckingham's seconds, was killed outright; all were in
greater or less degree wounded, Shrewsbury so badly that
he did not recover. He was carried to Arundel House, where
he died exactly two months later. The duel, and its cause,
scandalised even the London of Charles II's day. That so
much blood should be shed for such a reason, and that a
minister of the King should so sully his honour, was a
stimulus to the Town's disapproval. The story went about
that the Countess had accompanied her lover to the scene

of the fight, and, disgulsed as a page, had held his horse
while he cut down her husband. It was perhaps only a story,
but it cast a further slur upon the lady's already spotted
reputation(d). No signs of remorse were shown by her on
her husband's death. On the contrary, she openly became
the mistress of Buckingham, took up her residence in his

house, went everywhere with him, and eventually bore him

a son. The infant did not live, but was buried in the
Buckingham vault in Westminster Abbey, under the style of

Earl of Coventry.(e)

(d) P‘pyﬂc Jm.l?, 19.
Cooksey'!s Life of Somers 1l6.
W. Denton to Sir Ralph Verney. Jan.23., March 19,
Vermey MS3. App.7th Report.
Newsletter, Fleming MSS. 55.

(e) Pepys. May 15.1668.
8ir Bernard Gascon to Williamson Jan.9. 1674.
Calo SoPoDomo 1673"5. p.98-
Portland III 322.
Cf. Petition of Shrewsbury's Guardisns to the House o
Harlelan Soc. X 173. Westminster Abbey Registers. :
Charles II was godfather to this infant also!
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Charles Talbot was thus left fatherless, and, in a
sense, motherless, before he was eight years old. By
the death of his father, he became the twelfth Earl of
Shrewsbury, (f) and a weight of responsibility beyond his
years was sovon to be thrust upon him. 8o confused werse
the family finances upon the death of Francis, that a
sale of the furniture and pictures at Grafton had to take
place,(g) and the boy and his sister were sent to stay
with their uncle, Mervin Tuchett at Southcot in Berkshire.(h)
Throughout, his grandfather, the Earl of Cardigan, took

an interest in the young Earl, and during the summer had

(f) Doyle gives his titles as "Earl of Shrewsbury, Wexford
and waterford, Baron Talbot, Strange of Blackmere,
Furnival, Verdon, Lovetot, Giffard of Brimsfield,
Comyn de Badenoch, Valence and Montchesny. ”

(g) Buccleuch MSS. I. Letters 21, 29.

Oone Mr. Mawson appears to have advanced money for the
expenses of Shrewsbury and his sister.
Ibid. Letter 2.

(h) Buccleuch MSS.I. passim.
Mervin or Mervyn Tuchett, afterwards fourth Earl of

Castlehaven, had married Lady Mary Talbot, sister of
Francis, the 11lth Earl of Shrewsbury, and widow of

Charles Arundell.

One can only reject Cooksey's story that Shrewsbury

made his home with the Somers family at White Ladies

from 15672-1674. White Ladles is so near Grafton that

he may well have known John Somers, but there is not
sufficient reason to suppose that he stayed with him, .
and if he did, it certainly was not then; for he had

gone to Southcot before the summer of 1672.

Cooksey states that Somers's father managed Shrewsbury!'s
affairs: yet his name has not been discovered on one
family document or letter of the period. ‘
Cf. Cooksey'!s Life of Somers 16-17. 25
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him to stay at Déene in Northamptonshire.(a) But relations
between his mother's and his father's f#milies were not at
first too cofdiai, and the boy found himself in a difficult
position in his eﬁdeavcur to please both sides. On the .
.ono hand, there ‘were his grandfather, his grandmother and
his aunt, Lady Westmoreland, who were showing affection
towards him, and yet who in a measure were involved in the
disgrace attending his mother's conduct; on the other were
his father's relatibns,.distant, most of them, and many of
them seemingly indifferent, to whom he desired to be loyal.
Uncle and Aunt Tuchett he heartily disliked. They showed
him no affection; he could not trust them; and dimly he
guessed that they offered him and his sister a home only
for the opportunities of remuneration, present and future,
that might arise from his stay. For Sir John Talbot; in

the course of his boyhood, he developed a strong feeling

of respect and affection, and an interest that perhaps
arose from the part that 8ir John had played in the drama
that robbed him of a father. His cousin Will Talbot, who,
like Sir John, belonged to the Protestant branch of the

femily, also won his liking. But the 1ife at Southcot was

(a) Sir John Robinson to Williamson from Farmingwoods.
Aug024o 1671 - S.P.Dom.
"Last Tuesday I had to dine with me the Earl of
Shrewsbury with his grandfather, Earl Cardigan,
Earl Westmoreland, Lord Hinchinbrooke, Lord Brudenell,
Lord Montague, Arthur Montagae." - Farming Wood Hall wa
a few miles distant from Deene. 3
Cf. Buccleuch MSS. Letter 8.
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dreary. The atmosphere was one of suspicion and complaint;
and the child grew up to feel that those to whom he was
forced to entrust his business were trying by all means to
take unfair advantage of him.(b) At an early age he was
obsessed with the idea of strailghtening all his accounts,
and finding some way out of his financlal difficulties.
But no one could be found to help him with accounts,
The Tuchetts only grumbled at the expense of keeping him
and his sister; an attempt to go to Deene for the help
of his grandfather laid him open to a charge of slighting
his fathert's relations; and he begged Sir John Talbot to
assist him. His earliest known letter to Sir John is full
of concern for his worldly affairs that comes strangely
from a boy of twelve.(c)

"At my first coming hiether" - he wrote - "I found a
greate forewardness in my Uncle Tuchett, as to my greate

t

affaire of my estate, and y~ the overseers would not take

their accounts, w°l

t

was greate trouble to me, and my Ants

complaint was, y° she was not able to live without she could

ch

have her areare payed of, w  was run behind for my diet,

ch
on the other-side I found 1little or noe debts pd, w  made
me press to goe to my Grand-father summer was twelve-month,

where I got my Cossin Will: Talbot to meete me there, to

(b) Correspondence with Sir John Talbot - passim.
(c) Shrewsbury to Sir John Talbot December 31 173,
Buccleuch MSS. I. Letter 8.
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consult him about this business, who is a man, yt I could
trust my soule in his hands, and all things elce yb belongs
to me, therefore y* did not in the least fright me, in
threatning to place me with him, but alas I laughed at all
those things. Wwhen I came theither it was ordered by my
Grand-father my Uncle Tuchett, and my Cosin Will: Talbott,
vyt anl ye accounts should be brought into me because the
overseers would not looke after them, and when I came home
my Uncle Tuchett tolde me he would goe up to London, and
bring them all downe to me, and from yt time till this
yeare as I went to Deane againe I heard noe more of them,
and I found my ant Tuchett was conserned yt they were to
be brought to me"----

Sir John Talbot responded to the boy's appeal, and
assisted him with the perplexing accounts.(d) Assistance
was needed; for few of those concerned would render proper
accounts for anything, and so little ready money was to be
had, that the only expedient suggested was to sell part of
the estates.(e) The idea roused the boy to an anguish of

anxiety.

(d) Buccleuch MS8S. I. Letters 2, 3, 4, 5.

(e) Buccleuch MS8S. I. Letters 4, 20, 21.
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"I am concerned,” he wrote to Sir John, "to heare they
talke of selling my lands, which if they shoujld, I must
expect noe better an account, then I have had hitherto,
both of my reall, and personall estate. As concerning
my Unckle Tuchetts Legacys, they being payed of, he will
still be indebted to me abve a 100 pds: What he pretends
due to him, upon the account of looking after my affaires, (f)
I supose will wholy depend upon me to be the Judge of, which
he shall find will allwas be according to equity and reason
If you find any crying debts upon you, I shall condescend
to the selling%%f leas within this twelve months, and is
about 80 pds a yeare, and yt s¥ wiliem Coventry would give
twenty years purchasse for it at that rate. But never
will give my consent for selling a foot more in which
(I hope) both you and Mr. Crouch (g) will stick close unto
me, and if they should except against your acting as a
Guardian in my affaires, doe not be concerned thereat, for
I know my Cosin Will Talbott will be soe iust to you, and
soe kind to me as not to doe anything without our knowledge,
and approbation. I am most sensible both of the charge and
trouble I put you to, but I hope, I shall live, one day

to repay all your kindnesse' ---

(f) He claimed £600.
(g) Gilbert Crouch appears to have been the family solicitor.
Buccleuch MSS. I and Fitzalan Papers.
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The letter contains expressions so remarkable from a
boy of thirteen, that it may have been prompted by a& more
mature mind. From boyhood to death Shrewsbury was |
followed by a faithful servitor, John Arden. In later
years he was steward to the Shrewsbury estates, but in
what capacity he acted in the early days it would be hard
to say. He was devoted to the boy, and could not do enough
for his interests. To some extent, indeed, he fell under
the displeasure of the guardians, who suspected that he
interfered over much, and Shrewsbury, who evidently gave
little credit to the charge'mockingly called him the
Agitator.(h)

One other thing besides accounts troubled Shrewsbury
greatly. The Tuchetts, he thought, treated his sister
badly, and he felt that he was her only protector.(a)

His guardians had planned for himself an education abroad,
and it concerned him that no suitable match had been found
for her.(b) That the Tuchetts had made thelr own arrangements

for the disposal of Mary, arrangements totally beneath her

(h) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot Jan. 15 N.S. (1678)
and postscript to Letter of March 2. - Buccleuch MSS.
Letters 69 and 74.

(a) Ibid. Letters 8, 13.
"You shall know all my agrivances, w°2 I doe asshure
you are very many,"™ he wrote to Sir John, "and the more
to see my sister soe dealt with as she is."

(b) Ibid Letter 15.




(14)

position, he was convinced. He described the situation in
bitter words as a plan "to betray my sister to Tom Buttler.
To have her cast away thus," he ¢continued, "would have cut
my very hart to have seene it."(c) He was, therefore,
anxious to have arrangements made for her marriage to some
fitting person while he himself was yet in England,

Early in 1674 the plans for his own departure had matured.(d)
By that date, his guardians had been roused to a sense of
their own responsibility, and of the shame that was cast on
the name of Shrewsbury by the doubtful position of his mother
The Talbot family had been deeply resentful of the stain of
the Countess's continued association with the murderer of
her husband. Sir John Talbot had after the death of

Francls procured a promise from the Queen through Lord
Arlington that Lady Shrewsbury would not be permitted to
appear at Court,(e) but he could not prevent Buckingham

and the Countess from appearing together in other places

in public.(f)

(¢) Ibid. Letter 8.
(d) Ibid. Letters 3. 1ll. 15.
(e) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot Feb.26 N.S. 1676.
Bucec. II 20.
() cr. POpe's well lkmown lines
in Cliveden's proud alcove
The bower of wanton Shrewsbury and love"
Cliefden was, however, unfinished even at the time
of Buckingham's death.
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Evelyn noted her bold behaviour at Newmarket.(g) She
accompanied Buckingham everywhere, and so great was her
influence over him that she was actually palid a pension

by the French King.(h) The scandal weighed heavily with
the Talbots. More heavily still perhaps weighed the favour
enjoyed by their enemy, Buckingham, at the expense of his
rival, Arlington; for they had all along been supporters

of Arlington.(a) Wwhen they, therefore, decided to make

the shame to their family a matter for redress by the

House of Lords, it may have been that the political far
outbalanced the personal necessity. Buckingham's favour
.with the King, always an unstable thing, was rapidly declining.
By 1674 the whole power of the Cabal was tottering, but the
rivalry between Buckingham and Arlington continued, and the
relations and guardians of the young Earl of Shrewsbury made
a shrewd attack on thelr enemy by presenting a petition to
the Lords against his scandalous behaviour, which had been

meant to synchronise with his impeachment in the Lower House.(b)

(g) Evelyn Oct. 21. 1671.
Cf. R. Brockenden to Sir Robt Paston Aug.l9. 1671, 6th
Report 369.
(h) Dalrymple Appendix 81-2 Colbert!s Despatches of Aug.25. 1670.
Jan. 1 and Nov. 9. 1671.
It was Arlington strangely enough who proposed the pension.
(a) Pepys 12th Dec. 1667.
Buccleuch MS8S. I. Letters 47, 48.
Bucc. II 20.
(b) Sir Gilbert Talbot to Williamson. Jan.2. 1673=4,
Williamson Correspondence 105,
S8ir Bernard Gascon to Williamson. Jan. 9. S.P.Dom.
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The Talbots were reinfofced in this move by Lord Brudenell,
brother of Anna Maria, so that .there was an appearance of a
united front on the part of both {amilies. The three Talbot
uncles, Gilbert, Thomas and Beuno, Mervin Tuchett, and
Shrewsbury's cousin, William Talbot, were the other petitioners,
The Earl, they petitioned, "a youth of great hopes, as
he grows in age and understanding, becomes every day more
sensible of the deplorable death of his father, and of the
dishonour caused to his family by the wicked and scandalous
life led by George, Duke of Buckingham with Anna Maria,
Countess of Shrewsbury, relict of the late Earl, multiplying
new provocations to two noble families by.the inso}ent‘and
shameless manner of their cohabiting together since the
death of the late Earl., The Petitioners, apprehending
dangerous consequences therefrom, feel bound to complain to
their Lordships. They would not have done so, had the
offenders employed the usual care to cover their guilt and
shame; but inasmuch as no sense of reproach, nor of the
blood that has been spilt by the occasion of their open
and odious way of living together, has wrought so much as
an outward show of remorse or amendment, but on the
contrary, they ostentatiously persist in their shameless
course of 1life, 1in defiance of the laws of God and man,

having caused a base son of theirsto be buried in the Abbey
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Church of Westminster, with all solemnities, under the title
of Earl of Coventry, the petitioners hope their Lordships will
not think this address presumptuous or irregular: since the
unparallelled circumstances of the case afford them no
other hope of relief. They pray their Lordships to take
the honour of the orphan peer under thelr protection, and,
by timely relief, exempt him from the danger of such
unjustifiable ways of resentment as have already plunged
that noble family into so sad and bloody misfortune,"

The petition, presented on the 7th of January, was
answered by Buckingham a week later.(c) His defence was
ingenious if not successful. He suggested first that his
faults ought to be tried in the ordinary courts., 1In any
case, he asserted, the late Earl had had little ground for
resentment against him, since the Countess had left her
husband for his non-vindication of a public affront, and
had taken refuge in a 'monastery!' and not, assthe late
Earl believed, with him. He pointed out that as nothing
had been said in the petition about his killing Shrewsbury,
their Lordships did not require any discovery from him.

He did not say what he well knew, that the King's pardon

(c) House of Lords Calendar. 9th Report.
Sir E. Seymour to his wife Jan.1l0. 1674. Somerset MSS. 104.
Reresby 92.
Portland III 343,
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had been extended to all the participants in the duel within
a few weeks of its occurrence, ;nd some months later he had -
been granted a royal pardon for killing Shrewsbury, after-
wards to be confirmed by a bill.(d)

Before the matter was closed, Buckingham was brought
to ask pardon for his faults; and the House required both
him and the Countess of Shrewsbury to enter into bonds of
ten thousand pounds each, as a guarantee of their future
good behaviour, the Countess's jolnture to be sacrificed
in case of default.(e) Thus abruptly was concluded Lady
Shrewsbury's association with Buckingham, which had astonished
the Town both by its audacity and its duration.(f) 1In spite
of this public humiliation, however, she soon reappeared
with her father in London, as though nothing had happened.(g)
One way of progress being shut to her, she bethought herself

of another. Her son was to come to London to make preparations

(d) House of Lords Calendar 9th Report. Jan.l4.
cal. S. P. Dom. vol. 66 p.p. 192, 193, 198, 205, 233, 400.
Cal. S. P. Dom. vol. 70. p.226,

Pepys. Feb.5, 1668,

(e) Letter of Jan.31 and Feb.7.1673. Essex Papers 169. 173.
House of Lords Calendar 9th Report. Feb.6, 7, 10, 17.
Sir Gilbert Talbot to Williamson Jan.l6. 1673-4.
williamson Correspondence 118,

(f) Grammont.

(g) When the Petition was first brought before the House,
the Countess had fled.
williamson Correspondence 120; Essex Papers 160.
Buccleuch MSS I. Letters 15 and 26,




(19)

for his going abroad,(h) and she was anxious that he should
visit her there, to wipe out the marks of the family's
displeasure. Perhaps her attitude was not wholly selfish,
and in the melancholy of parting from a lover, she may have
been stirred by a mother's natural affection for her first-
born son. She wrote to him, and the letter was one
calculated to move the boy to pity and tenderness.(a)

"My deare®t Somne" - it ran - "I have for some time bin
putt in hopes of receiving the satisfaction of seeing you,
wChl I doe truly (?) assur you I have not, nor doe desire
out of any wordly consideration so much as that I might
have an opportunitie to express to you the true sence I
have of my former errors, and most harty sorrow for, those
high provocacions and iniuries done to yr deceeased Father
now wth God, whose excallt virtues I hope you will ever
imitate, and who I am now too late made sensible was a
blessing given mee by heaven greather then I knew how to
prize. I thanke God I am now noe less sensible of the
injuries I have since that done to you and the honoT thereby
of yr owne Family, and that I have the same compunction

and sorrow for it and firme resolutions for y® future
never to err in that kind, the same Almighty wol hath

given mee a prospect of my past conditlion and whose
highest attribute is that his merey is above all his

(h) Shrewsbury to Sir John Talbot. April 26, 1674. Buce.II 17;
May 3. Buccleuch MSS. I Letter 10.

(a) Buccleuch MSS. I Letter 9.
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workes, will I hope through y® assistance of yT prayers
(wCl I hereby request) and merits of Jesus in his due

time seale my pardon. Sonne I begg you to believe that I
doe really intend my future deportment shall convince you
and the world of the truth of what I write and if you do
not find the effects of it (if you will afford mee the
satisfaction of seeing you once before you leave England)
I shall bee left wibout a just pretence of ever claiming
it for y® future although I have y® title of y* mother weh
is that I most value my self upon.

"] am informed that you have taken umbrage at some
women wCP have and some that doe resort to mee, at some
sei:tlemt’8 woh have bin made to me by y© unhappy author of
my miseries, as to the first I doe hereby promise you I
will neither see converse nor correspond wth (from ye time
I shall have the satisfaction to see you) either M'®* Knight,
or any other men or women that you shall disaprove of, and
that T will live to y¥ satisfaction rather as a Wife then a
MoT to you. As to y® other perticular bee most assured I
will wth al) expedition wash my hands of any remaines of 1it.
T will satisfie those just debts wOh I am lyable too (but
have not singly contracted) and I will make hast after you
into France to putt my self into such a retirem® that you
will not bee displeased at and wel may afford me a bettT

title then that of y¥ most unhappy Mother."
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The boy had been brought up to feel that there was no
person especially eager for his companionship, and the
picture of his mother, penitent and begging only to see
him, moved him to plead with his relations that he should
be allowed to stay with his grandfather in town, and pay
his respects to his mother privately.(b) The Earl of
Cardigan having invited him, let it be understood that 1if
his grandson should refuse to visit him, he would himself
leave the town when Shrewsbury arrived in it. The poor
lad was torn both ways. "Pray, Sir John," was his cry,
"what ever you doe, doe not disoblige my Grand-Father,(c)"
and finding no concurrence among his relations, he wrote
off to the Marquis of Halifax, who was one of his guardians,
to ask his advice.(d) The Talbot family, however, was
determined that there should be no reconciliation at that
time with his mother, and he was refused permission to call
on her when he visited London in May. True to his threat,
Cardigan retired in great annoyance, and Shrewsbury was

sent off to France in June without having seen his mother.(e)

{(b) Buccleuch MSS. I. Letters 15 and 22.

(c) Ibid. Letter 5. I am, however, a little doubtful as to
the date of this letter. The letters have not been in
every case bound in thelr correct order.

(d) Ibid. Letter 11 (undated but makes an appointment for
Friday 22 May)

(e) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot Aug.25 N.S. 1674 and Nov.24.
Buceleuch MSS. I Letters 22 and 26.



One James Morgan had been chosen to accompany him
abroad as his tgovernor.'(f) The boy's shrewdness (or
perhaps Ardent's) was evident even at that early age;
for he had enquired most particularly concerning Morgants
abilities, since, 1f the governor were not a talented
man, he saw that there would be further expenses involved
in engaging masters to teach him French and 'al; things
els--=-- fit for him to learn.! Morgan's qualifications
proving satisfactory, he and Arden accompanied their young
charge across the Channel, both of them very sick during
the crossing, and much surprised that the Earl was not the
same. Morgan, writing to the boy's guardians in obedience
to their commands, and in the necessity he was under of
finding further supplies of money, suggested that this immunity
from sea-sickness argued that Shrewsbury was rather "designed
to become an admiral at sea, than to be esteemed a passenger,

the first time he ever was on ship-board."(g) Many years

later, the Earl was even to offer his services as an
admiral;(h) but there is reason to believe that he did
not go through 1life without the melancholy experience of

mal de mer! (a)

(f) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot (undated) Buccleuch MSS.I Lettgr

(g) Morgan to the Guardians., June 20 N.S. Bucc.II 17.
Morgan to Sir J. Talbot June 23 N.S. Buccleugh MSS.I Let{gr

(h) Infra Chapter IV.
(a) Journal. Bucc.II 765.
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Boy though he was, Shrewsbury had decided views in the
small matters that affected him personally. He was to
study at Navarre College in Paris, but he refused to "shut
himself up in the walls of it," and chose instead to lodge
in a neighbouring house, his window overlooking the great
court of the College - an arrangement that cost more than
his guardians intended to expend, and this in spite of the
fact that the food was poor. His uncle, Beuno Talbot, had
met him on the journey, and accompanied him to Paris to see
him safely settled there. Sir John Talbot's son was also in
Paris, 'exercising! at the Academy, and probably not sorry
to see how his young cousin admired his riding, dancing, and
perfection in speaking French.(b) As soon as he was settled,
Shrewsbury wrote to Sir John to describe everything to him,

"I am now in pention iust by Navarre College, which I
thought more convenient then being in it: the furniture I
have been forced to bye (which I should have done if I had
gone into the Colledg) will amount to a great deal more then
I find, by the letter to Mr. Morgan, is reckned upon, though
there is nothing laied out, which could have been conveniently
spared. I must also acquaint you that I find the dyat soe bad,
that I believe I shall hardlf be long able to endure it; soe

that thesre must be some expedient found out; if you write to

(b) Morgan to Sir J. Talbot June 23 N.S. supra.
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Mr. Morgan, he will be best able to give you an account of
what it is, and the remedy how to mend it. I have seen my
Cosen Sharington doe all his exercises, which I doe assure
you noe body dose better; and if you where here to see him,
it would very much pleas you, as it has done me: ------ I am
confident none of you will think 1t much to allow me what
is necessary, as long as there 1s nothing spent, which can
conveniently be avoided"------- (c)

Expenses were a real anxiety, as a letter from Sir John
Talbot made clear. The expedient of selling part of the
Shrewsbury estates had again come up, and the boy wrote
back begging that his guardians would reconsider the
matter, and "lay by the thoughts of selling one acre of
inheritance." He proposed, he declared, to live as
sparingly as he could without denying himself what was
necessary, and when a further letter showed him how bad
things really were, boyishly he agreed to deny himself
even necessities 1n order to avoid selling 'one foote! of
his lands. oOnce more he reverted to his old complaint
that accounts were not properly kept, and he had the
gravest susplcions regarding his uncle Tuchett's management

of his affairs. Three thousand pounds only of the debt had

(¢) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot. July 7 N.S. Buccleuch MSS.
I. Letter 19.
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been pald, although on his own calculations, much more
money ought to have come in. No proper account of the
goods sold at Grafton had ever been delivered, and a f'sett
of Hangings' from Mary's room there had been sold to his
uncle and was in use at Southcot, yet his uncle denied
having purchased them and would give no money for them.
"If my Unkle is soe forgetful in these things yt he
hath dayly in his sight," Shrewsbury wrote bitterly, "he
may well forgett the money he recelved, keeping noe account®(d)
In August a fresh problem arose, on which the boy sought
advice from his friend Sir John. His grandfather, the Earl
of Cardigan, had been, or affected to be, deeply offended
at Shrewsbury's neglect of his mother. There had besen an
understanding that if Anna Maria were allowed to see her
son before his departure to Paris, she would thereafter
follow him to France, and lead a retired l1life therse.
Cardigan took the method of addressing a letter to his
grandson, to be delivered by a Benedictin:monk, in which
he described himself as persuaded to a reconciliation with

the boy, only by the good offices of his mother and grandmother,

(d) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot July 28 N.S; Aug.4 N.Se.
Buccleuch MSS. I Letters 20 and 21.
"I looke upon it as an ill omen," he wrote to Sir John
on the proposal to sell land, "haveing for this six
years lived in hopes yt my debts would have been payed
before I came of age" -
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He urged Shrewsbury, therefore, to write and thank them.
"As you shall steer yourself to them, so shall you find me
to you," he assured him, and further informed him that he
and the Countess of Shrewsbury were coming at once to
Paris, where the Countess intended to take lodgings in

a convent.(e) Questions of the desirability of a visit
‘from his mother were, however, soon forgotten; for no
sooner had his mother and grandfather arrived in France
than they heard that he had fallen ill with small-pox,
and they at once made haste to be with him.(f) The
attack, though not severe, gave some anxiety to Morgan
and Arden. Morgan had lost his heart to the Earl, even
before the journey to Paris was completed. "I find wt

is within him is as charming as wt is without," he had
explained to Sir John Talbot: and now they could not do
enough for him. Arden had not himself had small-pox,
yet he attended the boy both day and night.(g) A nurse-

keepert was found for him, and a doctor, whose virtues

(e) Shrewsbury to Sir J.Talbot. Aug.25 N.S. Buccleuch
MSS.I. Letter 22.
Cf. Letter from his mother. supra.

(f) Cardigan to Sir J. Talbot in Arden's hand. Nov.7 N.S.
Fitzalan Papers (Calendared H.MS8S.Com.)
The biography "Charles Talbot, Duke of Shrewsbury," by
T.C.Nicholson and A.S8.Turberville, suggests that it was
because of Shrewsbury'!s illness that Cardigan and Lady
Shrewsbury went over to France. But this was not so.
In any case, they heard of his illness only on their
arrival in France, as the letter shows.
"At my comming into France I was very much trubled,
at ye newes of my Lord Shrewsbury's being Ill, wCh cawse
us to make all ye hast wee possiblie could to him.” »

(g) Morgan to 8ir J.Talbot. June 23 N.S. Oct.l7.NS.
Buccleuch MSS.I. Letters 18 and 23.
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did not stop with medical skill, but extended to a knowledge
of the Shrewsbury family, and whose pleasure in seeing "soe
worthy a descendant of soe great and warlike Progenitors"
impressed Morgan exceedingly.(h)

By the time the boy's mother and grandfather had arrived
in Paris, the worst of the illness was over, and it was
certain that he would not be disfigured.(a) Wwhile he was
still convalescent, he interested himself in a matter that
he was most anxious to see settled, the arrangements for
his sister's marriage. One of his greatest concerns at
the refusal of his grandfather to be friendly with him
80 long as he did not visit his mother had been that
he wished the Earl of Cardigan's advice as to the disposal
of Mary.(b) A suitable match had at last been found in the
son of Mr. Stonor of'Watlington Park in Oxfordshire, of an
ancient Catholic family, but details remained to be arranged,
and Shrewsbury was concerned that the settlements should be
made so as to give his sister ample "pinne money." Sir

John Talbot was deputed to have everything settled to the

(h) Morgan to Sir J. Talbot. Oct.20 N.S. Ibid Letter 24.
(a) Cardigan to Sir J. Talbot supra.
(b) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot. May 3 (1674)

Buccleuch MS8S. Letter 15.
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satisfaction of both parties.(c) 8Sir John's hands were
full, for he was also supervising Shrewsbury!s affairs on
his estates at Grafton and Pepperhill.(d) The marriage
negotiations, however, were not concluded in any hurry,

and in spite of the Earl's desire to see his sister happily
settled as soon as possible, the ceremony was delayed until
the summer of the following year.(e)

Meanwhile, the Countess of Shrewsbury was doing her best
to make a favourable impression on the young son by whose
approval alone she could hope for any reinstatement into
the favour of society. She succeeded remarkably well.,

A present of a diamond ring and a pair of silver candle-
sticks helped to please him; but, to the lonely boy, her
unhappy circumstances wére enough to draw his pity, and
the fact that she was his mother, and apparently eager
for his affection, stirred a nature that all through

life was deeply affectionate.(f)

(¢) Cardigan and Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot - joint letter
of Nov.7.N3S.
Cardigan and Shrewsbury to 8ir J. Talbot Jan.l6 N.S.
"we both wish y® a good journey to Wattleton parke, and
shall threw an old shew after yY, wishing y“ may finish
yt affaire, to my Lady Marys happynes, and our satisfactiom
Buccléuch MS8S.I. Letter 12.

(d) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot Nov.29. N.S.
Buccleuch MSS. I Letter 27, _

(e) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot. July 27 N.S.1675 Ibid.
Letter 36.

(f) Shrewsbury to 8ir J. Talbot Nov.24 N.S.1674. Ibid.
Letter 26.
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Almost his first outing, when he had recovered from his
illness, was to see his mother in her "monastery." She
told him she 1liked the people there very well, and he
began to have hopes that she would be content to spend

the next few years of her 1life retired from the world,

so that he might enjoy her company.(g) Within a few weeks
of her coming to France, he was beginning to feel even

his grandfather's presence a hindrance to that enjoyment.
"I wish w'B all my soull,™ he confided to Sir John Talbot,
"y¥ my Grand-Father was with you in England, y® I might
have my Mo: to my self, for good man he is soe passionately

fond of her, yt I must as well work w'B

my friends, to
perswade him to let her stay, as to perswade her to stay,
You may well imagine the difficulty I have, being obliged
to force honour, and reason, to overcome nature betwixt
my Mo: and me but by the grace of God, I will banish
nature till I  can in full comply wil 1t. She

doth now show a very repentant heart, and she mst
continue soe till all the world sees it. There is none
of my freinds shall complaine y' my unkindness to her
should make her returne back into England, for whilst

she stayes here I will be as kind to her as any child

(g) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot. Nov.l0 N.S8. Ibid Letter 25.
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can be to a mother. Still reserving the main chance till
I see it 1s over y' must be done by degrees. I doe
asshure she has gone through a part of a Purgatory since
she came hither"----- (h)

In a short time the boy had become so intimate with his
mother’and visited her so frequently, that his friends in
England were beginning to complain.(a) Some surprise was
felt among those who had known her previously at the
Countess's reformed life.(b) But her son was determined
that so long as her way of living warranted his visiting
her, he would continue his "expressions of duty." The
truth was that he had grown to love her, and owned that
he could not think of parting with her "without a great
deal of grief and concern."(c)

His money difficulties still continued. 1In his
endeavour to live sparingly, he made up his mind to move
into cheaper lodgings.(d) 1In the spring of 1675 his
godmother died, and left him a small legacy, but this he

(h) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot. Nov. 24 N.3. supra.

(a) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot. March 27. N.S. 1675:
April 10 N.S. September 25 N.S.
Buccleuch MSS. I Letters 28, 30, 39.

(b) Letter from Sir W. Throckmorton Dec.l N.S. 1674.
"I have been to visit my Lady Shrewsbury to whom
Mr. Serjant is now Confessor. All I can say of
that business is that she makes strong resolutions
and he has great faith."
Fitzherbert MSS. 51.

(¢c) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot. March 27 N.S. supra.

(d) Ibid.
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was reserving to buy plate.(e) His father's family had
devised a fresh way of saving money, which apparently
involved diverting all or part of the Countess's jointure
for the boy's needs, but he begged them not to mention
such a thing, since he was sure 1t would drive his mother
back to her old way of living.(f) His fear was that he
might not be able to attach her to him so that she might
take her place in his household when his studies should
be over. On one occasion, when he was with her, he read
over a letter he had just received from Sir John Talbot,
and omitted a part referring to her, but, seeing that she
was troubled at the omission, he afterwards showed her
the letter.

"She fell a crying," he wrote to Sir John, "and tould
me yt she must confesse yt she had done very ill formerly but
for the future all that she desired of me was yt I would
be kind to her as she should deserve. Thls saying of hers
did please me better then any thing she hath ever given me
or could (have) sayd to me. She aloweth me now £100 a
yeare for coach hire £50 of it is already payd.--- In ths
way she now lives we may very well hope that God hath
forgiven her and during her living thus any body may visit

(e) Shrewsbury to Sir J.Talbot. March 27 N.S.; an undated
letter; April 6 N.S. and April 20.N.S.
Buccleuch MSS. I Letters 28; 31;29;32,.

(f) Shrewsbury to 8ir J. Talbot April 10 N.S. Ibid Letter 30.

A
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her without the least blemish to their honours.” (g)

In May, he accompanied his mother and grandfgther to
Pontoise., He wrote to Sir John Talbot from there, but was
so long in receiving a reply that he began to suspect that
his kinsman was displeased.(h) On his return to Paris his
mother spent a week at his lodgings, and together they
visited Versailles, with Lord Abbot Montague, who used his
interest, to Shrewsbury's delight, to get the fountains to
play. In accordance with the Countess's new determination
to lead a retired life, the visit was made when the Court
was absent, and her son assured his relations in England
that she would not have gone at all had the King been there.
He believed that the end of that summer would settle his
motherts future one way or another, either that she would
cut herself quite adrift from her old associates, sell the
Irish lands, which were the mark of her shame with Buckingham,
and retire altogether to a convent until the boy was old
enough to return to the management of his estates, or that
she would go back to England by herself and be lost to the
Talbot famlly.(a) By the beginning of July,(N.S.) his

(g) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot Ibid Letter 31.

{h) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot, May 16.N.S.1675 (The date
in the original appears like 1674, but the letter is
written from Pontoise and must be 1675).

June 22 N.S. 1Ibld Letters 16 and 33.

(a) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot. June 22nd 1675 N.S.
Buccleuch MSS. I Letter 33. Part of this letter 1is
printed in Bucec.II 19.
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grandfather informed him that he and the Countess would
both be in London in the autumn.(b) There had been a
suggestion that Shrewsbury himself should pay a visit to
London at that time, for, since the beginning of that
year, his guardians had been trying to arrange a match
for him with the Earl of Northampton's daughter, and he
had made it a stipulation of his consent that he should
first see the lady. Approval of her person he counted

"a condition equal if not more necessary to our future
happinesse then either Fortune or Aliance."(c) The
proposal had lagged somewhat, partly owing to the
alternative suggestion of a match with the Earl of
Peterborought's daughter;(d) but as Lord Northampton
appeared to be willing to proceed with a match, Sir John
Talbot thought the autumn & suitable time for his young
cousin to view the lady. The appearance of his mother at
the same time might present complications, which Shrewsbury

himself was shrewd enough to realise, The startling news

(b) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot (undated) Buccleuch MSS.I.
Letter 41; and July 27 N.S. 1Ibid Letter 36.

(c) Shrewsbury and Cardigan to Sir J. Talbot (in Arden's hand)
Jan.16, 1674-5. N.S. Ibid. Letter 12.

Shrewsbury to 8ir J. Talbot March 27, May 16, July 3 N.S.
Ibid Letters 16, 28, 34.

(d) One of the Talbot uncles appears to have been managing
the match. The Earl of Peterborough had two daughters,
Elizabeth, who died unmarried in the summer of 1676, and
Mary, who married the Duke of Norfolk in 1677 and was
divorced in 1700. The Correspondence does not show
which daughter was regarded as a prospective bride.
Charles Mordaunt) their cousin, afterwards suggested that .
Shrewsbury had bLen the Duchess of Norfolk's lover. L
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of his mother's proposed return to London, therefore, led
him to write a most amusing letter to 8ir John, in the
first part of which he spoke of his journey as almost a
settled thing, while at the end he advanced many reasons
why it should not be made. Without an explanation, Sir John
might well have been puzzled, but the explanation was
simple. His grandfather,had come in while he was writing.
"The latter part of my other letter," he wrote in a separate
communication to his kinsman,"I have worded as yu see, to
shew my unwillingnesse of coming over at this time if
possibly I can avoid it; and if I had not writ soe they
would most certainly have sayed, yt you had perswaded me to
the contrary, if I had not seemed unwlilling before it had
come to yur knowledge, and might have caused her to have
laine as hard on y® (if in her power) as she hath formerly
done"----(e) The boy had sufficient knowledge of his
Talbot relations to know that they would forbid his
returning to London and living there 1in the same state

of friendliness with his mother as he had done in France.
The fact that he accompanied her on her return journey as

far as Rouen, was sufficlent to annoy Sir John extremely,

(e) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot July 3 N.S. supra.
Cf. undated letter No.4l.




(35)

and draw from him a demand as to why 1f had been done
without his knowledge. Shrewsbury protested that the
expedition had been decided upon at the last moment,

and declared that he could not at first remember that he
had omitted to write to England about it. He assured

his cousin that it was "purely forgetfulnesse and nothing
else." "Nor can you imagine," he continued, "any dessigne
I could have in concealing it from you, i1t being done in
the face of soe many English. The strangers, y' tould you
this news, are like some whom I have had formerly to deale
with, who take pleasure in setting(?) friends, and Relations

together by the ears: you alsoe say they replied I might see

by yt how much I was made a stranger to the interest the Lagz

had got in your kindnesse, and they coulde telle me of

presents and other things(f) in answer to this I desire

you to have recourse to my former letters, and there take
notice how freely I have opened my hart to you, which I
have not done the like to any Relation I have; and in such
a measure that I could almost take 1t unkindly that you
should, even soe much as harbour a thought, that might
question my syncerlty: I am sure, as to matters of any

considerable moment, I have at all times given you an

(f) The underlined portion is a quotation from Sir John's
letter. '
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account of: for the presents you speake of, the greater I
have acquainted you with, the smaller are not worth your
trouble, nor mine, You must imagine it is my Mothers
interest to make the world believe, how kind I am to her:
but (I think) I am not soe great a stranger to my selfe,
but yt I know my owne resolutions: neither doe I know any
harme in expressing my kindnesse to her, by a free
correspondence: and shall make noe scruple of 1t soe long
as she continues her present course of 1life. I doe not

question but you will alsoe heare of my Picture y® she had
drawne here and has now with her which being as publicque

as my going to Roan, I thought it as little worth my
paines of acquainting withall." He concluded with the
complaint that Sir John was "to scrupelously iealous."(g)

His own journey to England was not made just then,
although the idea of a suitable match for him was the main
subject of his thoughts and correspondence during the next
few months. The prosposals regarding Peterborough's daughter
had not matured, and Shrewsbury begged that nothing should

be done "to revive such a treaty."(h) A new suggestion arose

(g) Shrewsbury to 8ir J. Talbot Oct.26. 1675 N.S.
Buccleuch MSS. I Letter 40.
A small portion of this letter is printed Bucc.II 19.
(h) "As to the new treaty you speak of, with my Lord
Peterborough; I am wholy a stranger to it; if there is
any such thing, they act without my knowledge; I hope
there 1s none of my freinds, will be soe indiscreet, as
to revive such a treaty, or offer to propose it to me."
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for a match with Lady Elizabeth Seymour, whom the Earl
hoped to see at the same time as he saw Northampton's
daughter, the Lady Alathea.(a) There was one serious
drawback to the alliance with Northampton. It was the
di fference in religion, a difference which Lady Pembroke,
the lady's grandmother,(b) thought so grave that the
negotiations had to be conducted without her knowledge.
Sir John Talbot seems to have suggested that Shrewsbury
might be able to alter his faith to suit his friends,
but the boy's reply was decisive. "As for --- the Lady
of 16800 1 a yeare," he wrote, "---if she cannot be got
any other way, then by a change 1in a matter of this

importance I desire you will not mention it to me againe

(a) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot. Dec.ll N.S.
Buccleuch MSS.I. Letter 42,

(b)
George Clifford,Earl of Cumberland

(1) Richard Sackville - Anne,Baroness Clifford -(2) Philip

3rd Earl of Herbert:
Dorset. : 4th Earl of Pem-
! broke.
{ —
Margaret Isabella

=John Earl of Thanet = James Earl of Northampton.

Alathesa,
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and you once promesed me never to touch upon yt point wch
I suppose you have forgott for as nothing could be more
welcome to me then a fortune of 16000 1 a yeare so I would
not for 16 times 16000 have her upon these termes. This
is the plaine sense of my hart, which as it is alwailes
yours so it shall ever be freely opened to you"e---- (e)

Meanwhile, his mother was continuing in England the
quiet, retired life that she had been leading in France,
Sir John Talbot even was able to tell Shrewsbury how
prudently she was behaving.(d) There was a special reason
for the discreet conduct; for the Countess was hoping that,
with her son's help, she might be permitted to appear at
Court once more, and so wipe out the "particular blot" that
had been put upon her. During the month of January Abbot
Montague approached Shrewsbury with the request that he
should write to Lord Arlington asking him to procure for
his mother the privilege of kissing the Queen's hands,

The boy was inclined to resent this interference on the
part of the Abbot; but it was followed by a letter from
his grandfather containing & similar request, and one from

his mother to Morgan. Abbot Montague then brought him a

(c) Shrewsbury and Cardigan to Sir J. Talbot. Jan.16.,1674«~5.N.S
Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot. April 10.N.S. Buccleuch MSS.I.
Letter 30.

(d) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot. Jan.22 N.S. 1676,

Ibid.Letter 43.
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letter from his mother in which she begged that her son
should write to his uncles, Gilbert and Thomas, to ask

them to join with Arlington in the request, since the

Queen was pledged to the Talbot family not to admit her

to Court without their consent. Shrewsbury turned to his
usual friend and adviser, Sir John Talbot, gave him an
account of the whole matter, and enclosed two letters for
his uncles.(e) The letter to Lord Arlington he delayed
until he should have a reply from his own relations.

Qite obviously, he did not wish to bring any person out-
side the family into the matter. Sir John Talbot was not
altogether pleased, but probably considered the result
inevitable. He kept back the letters that Shrewsbury had
written to his uncles; they were, in fact, unnecessary, since
it was he himself with his own uncle, Sir Gilbert,(e®) who had
secured Arlington's influence with the Queen to forbid Lady
Shrewsbury to appear at Court; and, after consultation

with Lord Bellasis, resigned himself to the idea of a
restitution of Lady Shrewsbury's position in society.

He was anxious, however, that it should be done only a

short time before Shrewsbury arrived in England,since, as

(e) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot. Jan.22 and Feb.26 N.S.1676.
Bucc. II 19-21 and Buccleuch MSS.I. Letter 43.
Shrewsbury to "My Uncle Talbotts" Jan.22. Letter 45.
Shrewsbury to Cardigan. Jan.22 Letter 45.

(e} sir gilbert Talbot, younger brother of Sherington Talbot,

and Master of the Jewel House. A volume of his papers
is with the Buccleuch MSS.
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he told his cousin, "If it be done some very litﬁle time
before you come over, 1t may prevent her going to Court,
#hen you goe, which to me waies much." Shrewsbury, boy as
he was, had a shrewder notion of his mother's real desire.
"Doe you believe," he retorted, "she will never goe but one
time? & if she goes oftener, doe you think she will not

goe along with me, when ever I goe?" The opportunity

might at least be taken, he belleved, to get the Countess
to give up her Irish lands, and to drop her acquaintance with
Mrs. Knight, (f) of which her son seriously disapproved.(g)
Sir John having given it as his considered decision that
the request for Lady Shrewsbury'!'s forgiveness should be
made, Shrewsbury begged him not to "stand upon the

ceremony but doe it out of hand."(h) He wrote also a
formal letter, from a draft sent by his kinsman, thanking
Sir John and Sir Gilbert for their kindness in obtalning
from the Queen the ban against his mother's appearance at

Court, and begging that as her enforced retirement had

(f) Presumably Mrs. Knight, the singer, one of the King's
mistresses,

(g) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot. Feb.l N.S. 1676.
Buccleuch MSS.I Letter 46.

(h) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot Feb.5 (N.8?) Ibid. Letter 10.
This letter is bound with those of 1674, but the contents
I bellieve refer to 1676. The postmark, howsver, appears
to be Feb.ll. which, of course, raises a doubt,
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k3 brought her to "a happy temperament" they would not
obstruct her in her suit to the Queen for pardon.(a)

Nevertheless, Lady Shrewsbury's reappearance at
Court did not take place until the following December,
and came even then somewhat as a surprise to her son.

Sir John Talbot had apparently managed the business, but
he did not keep Shrewsbury informed of the various stages
in the Countéss's pardon, until her reappearance at Court
was an accomplished fact.(b) Possibly the Queen was

slow to forgive insults given her in the past, for when
the ban was 1lifted it was done, according to the gossip
of the day, by express command of the King, "who did beg
it ~=~=-- to gratify as he said the long reiterated request
of her son and father."(c)

Long before that Shrewsbury had been back 1in England
in order to see the Lady Alathea, although the journey
that he had deemed so necessary some months earlier, he
now undertook with the greatest reluctance. Possibly his
mother's presence in London, and his disinclination for the
gossip that would necessarily follow his own arrival thers,

had brought about an alteration in his wishes. Certainly,

(a) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot Feb.8. N.S. Ibid. Letter 48.
Cf. Undated Letter No.51. and Letter 47, dated Feb.5th (N. S)

(b) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot Jan.9 N.S. 1677. Bucc.II 23.
Part of letter pasted on back of Letter 69.
Buccleuch MSS.I.

(0) Rutland MSS. Dec.19 and 25. 12th Report AD«S5e p.33o
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when Sir John Talbot in February of 1676 renewed the project
of his return, he was most unenthusiastic.(d) Already he

had been displeased that news of his possible visit had
leaked out in public, and was afraid that his real object might
also be known.(e) He advanced as many reasons as possible
against leaving France at that time, pointing out how serious
an interruption in his studies would be, and to how great an
expense the jJourney would put him. Yet he remained determined
not to bind himself in any way without a sight of the lady.
"In a thing of this neere concerne which may make my life
happy or unfortunate to me, as long as I live,™ he declared,
"T will chiefly depend upon my owne eyes."™ If his journey
that year were considered necessary, he suggested May as

the most suitable month, since his studies at Navarre College
would by that time be drawing to a close, and in the autumn

he intended beginning his "exercises" at the Academy.(f)

Sir John, however, insisted that the time had come for a
personal step in the direction of the match, and urged him

to hasten to England by the middle of March, accompanying

the messenger who brought Sir John's letter. Shrewsbury

(d) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot. Feb.26 N.S. Buccleuch MSS.I.
Letter 52. '

(e) Shrewsbury to Sir J.Talbot. Dec.ll N.8.1675. Ibid.
Letter 42. He believed that both items of news might have
"runne thorough the same sivve" - in other words, that
his Uncle Tuchett was the culprit.

(f)Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot. Feb.26 N.S. supra.




was most indignant,
"I have received yours on the 24th of Pebruary," he
replied, "and in it your resolution for my coming over,

though in a much different style from what I expected by

your former; for in that you asked me whether, when, and
for how long I desired 1it? whereas now you fix a necessity
upon the thing; limit a time that circumstances make
impossible to comply with, nay, your own orders contradict;

and lastly tell me of a month's stay, as i1f you designed me

nothing but the drudgery of a troublesome journey to and fro.
"As to the first, though it 1s necessary I should have

a view of the young lady, yet I cannot see the necessity of

this particular time, or at least how you should not

necessarily have foreseen it, and so be able>to have given

me timely notice, that I might not have been forced upon

the disorder I am now in to prepare myself, upon such a

troublesome journey as I must expect from a ILenten
accommodation, and such a distraction as I must necessarily
receive in the Holy Week, a time far differently employed by
other countries, and other beliefs, than that you live in.(g)

(g) This implied reproach must have stung Sir John.
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It is an easy thing to give orders; those that comply only

find the inconveniences that attend them, If you had
reflected on that maxim, may be you would have concluded
after Easter had been as proper a time to travel as Lent;

a competency to have prepared in, much easier than

precipitation; a yacht more commodious than a nasty packet

boat. But by a good fire-side in a handsome room, and good

company, none of these unpleasant circumstances have

admittance; and so it was resolved I was to come over in

ten or twelve days' time, though the impossibility of my
compliance 1s sufficiently grounded upon the contradiction
of your own orders; for you would have me bring over two
sults of clothes, two sults of linen, periwigs, belts, hats,

gloves, shoes, boots, etc. (for all must be new, nay, even

my lacquays' liveries too, having delayed from time to time
the clothing them and myself in expectation of this journey);
and to prepare all this tackling you allow me bare two or
three days' time, whereas under ten or twelve Chedreux will
not undertake to make a periwig, and it is a great favour

if he keeps his word.

"when I reflect on the troubles and inconveniences of

my Jjourney out of England, and those that I am like to meet

with in my return back again, I conclude I was not born
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under the favourable influence of that wandering planet

which bewitches so many travellers with the unquiet passion

of visiting worse countries than their own; though (may be)

hereafter, when the reins are in my own hand, I may chance

to change my opinion, for it will be then in my own power to

avoid those rubs which hitherto I have uneasily jolted over.

But in the mean time I hope this will be the last which will

be thought fit for me to undergo. what relates to my stay

in England I shall better discuss when I am with you than at
this distance; only, in a few words, a month's time is very
short to enjoy my mother my sister, and wait upon the rest
of my friends, especially since this journey will not prove

80 much an interruption of my studies as a conclusion of

them; and the weather and season, at my return, like to
be too hot to begin any exercises in the Academy.

"But, in conclusion, as for my coming over, you see a
moral unpossibility at the time you have prefixed, and
therefore you must not expect me by the 15th or 16th of
March. All I can promise you is, that I will make the
greatest haste I can."----- (h)

(h) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot, March 14 N.S. Bucc.II 21.
The underlining is omitted in the printed letter.
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This letter, so unlike the lad's usual courteous and
affectionate style, naturally offended his kinsman, who
requested him to bring over with him the letter at which
Shrewsbury had shown such annoyance, that he might justify
his conduct. 8Sir John's kind concern did more than railing
could have done. Probably Shrewsbury was the first to
recognise that his indignant outpourings had been both rude
and ungrateful. He certainly took an ingenious way of
apologising; for he protested that the whole thing was
written in "mirth," and only intended to show that he
could not possibly be in England until a later date than
that requested. He begged Sir John to burn his former
letter, "& soe remove out of the world what ever may be
the least subject to breed any coldnesse & difference
betwixt us," and he promised to leave Paris without fail
on the 30th of March N.S.(a)

One of the royal yachts was sent for him, and on the
24th of March 0.S. he arrived in England.(b) His sister
Mary had been married in July of the previous year,(c) and

after his business in London was done, he was looking

(a) Shrewsbury to 8ir J. Talbot. March 28 N. S. Ibid. Letter 54
(b) James Walsh to Williamson March 24.

Cal. S.P.Dome.
(c) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot July 27.N.S. 1675.

Buccleuch MSS. I. Letter 36.

She was married on the 8th.
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forward to going to stay with her in Oxfordshire. Part of
May, therefore, he spent at Watlington Park.(d) Rather to
his surprise, the Earl of Northampton did not receive him
with the encouragement that he had been led to expect, and
the young man was nettled at the coldness shown him.(e)

He was allowed to meet the Lady Alathea, but was given

the impression that she was not satisfied with the match
proposed.(f) This, his first serious rebuff in life, he
did not easily forget. His return to France was delayed
by the illness of his governor, so that he waited on in
England until September.(g) He took back with him his
brother Jake, who was gbing to begin his studies at Navarre
College.(h) History remains almost silent as to the birth
and short life of this younger son of Francis Talbot.
Shrewsbury mentions him so seldom that he can hardly

have been brought up along with him, and must have been

considerably younger than himself.(a) Morgan, who was

(d) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot. May 19 (0.S.) Ibid. Letter 55

(e) Ibid. Letter 67.

(f) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot July 10.1677% Ibid. Letter 56.
Cf. Letter to Lord Montagu April 27. 1679.

Buce. I 330

(g) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot. Oct.l4 N.3. Ibid. Letter 57.
and 0ct.28 N.S. Bucc.II 23.

(h) Cal. S. P. Dom., 1676. p.308.

(a) In the letters to Sir John Talbot, Cardigan mentions him
once, and Shrewsbury once. If Jake was under twenty-one
when he was killed in 1686 (infra), he must have been
about five years younger than his brother.
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not sufficiently recovered to be able to travel with them,
followed later.(b) Shrewsbury was to begin his "exercise"
at the Academy in the autumn; but for this he needed a
coach, and he was doubtful whether to hire a coach by
the month, or obtain one of his own., To hire would be
"both cheaper and more serviceable," but he doubted whether
a hired coach would be consistent with his position, and;
rather than do 'a thing below himself,' in the end he
procured a coach of his own.(c) 1In the first place,
however, money for the new necessitles was essential, and
Sir John Talbot's reply to his request for more was hardly
encouraging. "I suppose you know," Shrewsbury retorted
impatiently, "Coach and horses are not bought without
cash, soe that I hope to have a sudden supply."(d)
Within a few months'! time, the money difficulty had
becoms so vexatious that he was enquiring once more into
his accounts, and questioning the justice of some items
in them.

"I should be unwilling," he wrote, "to doe anything

that should in the least question my honour, as any body,

(b) Bucc.II 23.

(c) Ibid and at p.25. and Buccleuch MSS. I. Letter 62.

(d) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot. Dec.2 N.S. Buccleuch MSS.
I. Letter 60. ,
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wherefore as to the businesse wee are now upon, it is my
judgement soe long as I pay every man soe férr, as Law,
and Conscience oblidges me, that is honorable, and just
but to be exacted upon farther is noe way honorable,
except you count it honorable to be imposed upon, and

to pay that which wiil be drowned in Account and then
noebody will give you thanks for it. The first part of
the Coachmakers Bill which is 1i 12 f& I desire may

be payed, for the latter part of that Bill, you may see
there was nothing but what might have beene done at
Reading and what should my Coach doe at London, when

you know I was not there nor had noe occasion to send

it up. I am very sorry to understand that my Unckle
Tuchett is selling Land, and that he should say, 'tis
principally occasioned by his sufferance upon my sisters
account and mine, this dose very much trouble me and the
more, because I never as yet could see the least apperence
of it, in any of his accounts, therefore in my Judgement
I ought to desire my Unckle Tuchett, either to dis-abuse
himselfe, or mee, otherwlse I am affraid he will talk
himselfe into a beliefe of it, and doe me a prejudice without
reason. --- Tho you sent me a while a goe a bill for 2%0,
I suppose you remember it was to pay for my coach, and

horses and therefore will enot think it much, if I now make

it againe my request for a speedy suply of 2%0 more: I hope
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you will not look upon my expences, as any ways extra-
ordinary I am &as frugall in all things, as I handsomely

can bee, and if any of you shall think my present revenew,
will not allow what I am necessarily forced to spend, I
think noe body can think it much if I scruple at paying what
I am not indebted for, or making liberalitys to those whose
kindnesse to me, or my unckle, little deserves; and shall

be less thanked for its" ----(e)

It is little to be wondered at that the search for rich
heiresses continued. Gossip had suggested, when he was in
England, that he was thinking of a match with Mistress ~
Downes, a lady of considerable fortune.(f) But in May,

Just a year after he had seen the Lady Alathea, the
Northampton match was again proposed. It was brought

to Cardigan's ears that the iady had said she did not

refuse Shrewsbury of her own accord, but only on persuasion.(g)
Nobody was more surprised than Shrewsbury himself. He
strongly suspected that there must be some pitfall. He

suggested that perhaps the lady's fortune was not so great

(e) Shrewsbury to S8ir J. Talbot. Feb.l3. 1677. Ibid Letter 62

(f) J. Verney to Sir R. Verney Nov.l7. 1676. App. to 7th
Report.
C. Hatton to his brother Charles Hatton. June 29. 1676 -
Hatton Correspondence I 133=4.

(g) Shrewsbury to Cardigan. May 12 N.S. enclosed in letter
to 8ir John of the same date. Buccleuch MSS. I Letter 64.
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as was believed, and that her father, having failled to
obtain a better match, was trying that method of interesting
the Talbots again. With the recollection of how coldly
Northampton received '"the forward indifferent traveller"
of a year before, he was determined to be extremely
cautious how he moved in the matter, and urged his
relations to the utmost care and secrecy in any enquiries
they might make.(h) The difference in religion also
weighed with him. "Few people marry to & contrary
opinion and engage themselves so young," he maintained,
"without it be either for Love, or else to better their
condition by a very considerable fortune."(a) The
discussions on the subject, therefore, went on slowly,
and by the autumn Shrewsbury had convinced himself that
the fortune was not after all so considerable or so
desirable, and waxed sarcastic at his own kinsfolk's
gullibility. A broad hint that he would do well to put
himself in readiness for a journsey to England amused
almost as much as it annoyed him. "Things standing

in this posture," he protested, "and you sufficiently assured

(h) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot July 10; Oct.20. Ibid.
Letters 56 and 67.

(a) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot Juin 5th N.S. Ibid Letter 65.
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I was not in Love but only expected a fortune, could my
comeing over againe (have) beene rationally expected till
all things were settled and agreed upont" — "Was not one
folly sufficient, for certainly tho now the young Ladys
case may be deplorable, I am sure myne would have then been
rediculous --- I hope they doe not think me soe young, or
soe weake, as to marry me before I know what I am going
about," he added.(b) Possibly by this time, the young
man's inclinations were attracted elsewhere. A match

had been suggested also with Mistress Preston;(c) but it
was in some third lady whom he did not mention by name that
the Earl appeared most interested. "The person you know
of," he called her to Sir John Talbot.(d) Lord Bellasis!'
daughter was a match suggested to him during that year,

and at the beginning of 1678 a rumour went round that a
marriage was belng arranged between the Earl and the
daughter of Will Chiffinch, who was keeper of the King's
private closet, and extremely wealthy, though of humble
origin.(e) Shrewsbury was indignant when the gossip came

to his ears.(f) Chiffinch was much in Charles's favour,

(b) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot. Oct.20 supra.

(¢) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot. Oct.20. 1677; Jan.15,1678.
Ibid. Letters 67 and 69.

(d) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot. Nov.l3. Ibid. Letter 68.

(e) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot Feb.5. Ibid Letter 71.

(f) Shrewsbury to S8ir J. Talbot Jan.l5; Jan.26.
Shrewsbury to Cardigan. enclosed in letter to Sir
John of Feb.5.Ibid. Letters 69, 70, 71.
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and the bait of preferment at Court for the Earl should
he accept the proposed match was held out. But this
increased rather than abated his resentment. When he
understood that his grandfather was actually advocating
the match, he considered it time to deny the rumour,
though in such civil terms as should not give Chiffinch
the excuse, as he had the power, to do him any harm at
Court. 8Sir John Talbot was at first tempted to disown
the affair with boldness and less discretion, but had

the sense to see that Shrewsbury's way was best. "The
gentler the refusall is the better," was the Earl's
‘view, "provided it doe the busynesse." Discretion was
the more necessary, since Sir John believed that the
family was promised preferment, if the proposal should
meet with success. Perhaps," wrote Shrewsbury, "you may
deserve the titles, and preferments you speake of, when
you shall produce her pedigree, which perhaps few Heralds
could doe."(g) In these early years, pride of his position
playéd a large part in the Earl's conduct. The story had
already been told of him how as a boy not sixteen, he had
angered Berkeley, during a visit to the Ambassador, by
seating himself and keeping his hat on, because Berkeley
would not do his callers the honour of offering them a

chair.(h) 8o now, the 1dea of a marriage beneath his rank,

(g) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot. Feb.5; Feb.9; Feb.1l6:
&) Tpia. TetLers 71, 72, 73. ’ ’ ’

(h) J.Verney to Sir R.Verney.April 12,1676. 7th Report p.4!
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though accompanied with ample wealth, greatly offended
his pride. The fact that Mervin Tuchett favoured the
match was only another reason for disclaiming it, and
he laughed at his uncle's efforts to prove the lady's
gentle birth. "Mrs. Nun and her family ought not to be
ungrateful to my Un: Tu: for makeing them Gentry," he
declared. Mrs. Nun was a sister of Chiffinch, and had
brought up his daughter.(a) He was perhaps the more hurt
that his mother also was said to have an interest in the
matter; but he hastened to assure Sir John Talbot that
she had not communicated with him on the subject. His
mother had repaid her son's kindness with scant courtesy.
All his dreams of binding her to him through the depth of
their mutual affection, and of having her to live with him
on his return to England, had been abruptly shattered.
She had been able to endure the retired life in France
for less than a year, and had chosen to go back with her
father to England rather than share the company of her
young son, to whom she had promised to act "rather as
a wife than a mother."(b) Having obtained her object -
her reinstatement at Court in the winter of 1676 -~ she

wrote to him but seldom. 1In the summer of 1677, she made

(a) Quotation from his grandfather's letter in a letter
from Shrewsbury to 8ir J. Talbot. Feb.5.
Cf. Pepys. May 26th and 29th 1669.

(b) Lady Shrewsbury to her son. 1674. supra.
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public that she had married again, but kept her son in
ignorance for six weeks later.(c) The Cardigans were
extremely indignant at the match, which provided her

with a Protestant husband, and she was forced to leave
Cardigan House.(d) The new husband was George Rodney
Bridges, and he was suitably rewarded by the Countess

with the purchase of a place as gentleman of the bedchamber
at the price of £4,500.(e) Two years earlier, a rumour
had gone round the Town that 8ir John Talbot was trying

to persuade someone to marry her, no doubt with a view

to removing her from the Talbot family and from her son.(f)
Whether the Bridges match was of his arranging or not, he
probably was not ill-satisfied with it. Shrewsbury heard
the news first from his own kinsfolk, and, anticipating
that Bridges might himself write to acquaint him of the
marriage, wished to know what answer he should make.

His boyish affection for his mother had been stunted in
its growth, and he looked, or affected to look, only on

worldly considerations, wished to know whether the book

(c) Shrewsbury to Sir J.Talbot. Feb.l6.part printed Bucc.II 24.

(d) H.Savile to Sir G. Savile. June 24. 1677.
Savile Correspondence Letter 51,

(e) G. Lady Chatworth to Lord Roos, Rutland MSS. II 52.
Bridges, however, lost this place in February of 1684,
"for speaking words tending that Colonel Sidney had not a
fair trial." - Portland III 377.

(f) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot. Sept.25 N.S.1675. Buccleuch
MSS.IO Letter 39,
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debts his mother had promised to pay were yet satisfied,
and professed to have no further "occasion of dispute.®(g)
But his letters began to acquire a more acid flavour.
There was less talk of the affections of 1ife, and more
of the material reckonings: and he grew more frequently

sarcastic at the expense of his cousin and his grandfather.(h)

(g) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot July 21 N.S. (The letter is
otherwise undated, and has been bound with the letters

of 1675) Ibid Letter 35.

(h) Later rumour spoke of Charles II's frequent visits to
the Bridges'! residence at Avington, and hinted that
the King enjoyed the favour that had once been Buckingham's,
The Countess appears in the sourrilous poems of the day
as the mistress of both Charles and James, Duke of York.
She certainly enjoyed a pension on the Crown lands in
Ireland; but this was probably in exchange for the
"Irish lands," which the Talbots had wished her to give g
up. Bridges well knew of its existence, for in 1697, ’
during Shrewsbury's second Secretaryship, he petitioned
successfully for the renewal and arrears of this grant.
Political Satires of the 17th Century edited by Edmund

Gothschmid. Edinburgh 1885 - Satire by Earl of Dorset 1683,
Cal. 8. P. Dom. 1697 - Petition of George Rodney Bridges,
May 26.

(Qbhory. Tomrio F-33. nobe . a
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CHAPTER II

STARTING IN LIFE

In November of lé%V, James, Duke of York's elder
daughter, Mary, the heiress presumptive to the throne,
had been married, much to her father's regret, to
William of Orange; and it became part of Charles II's
tortuous policy for a short time to oppose lnstead of
support Louis XIV. The English Commons was clamorous
for war; Charles saw that supplies would not be forth-
coming without a move in the popular direction; and
there was always the expectation of annoying France
into promises of further remuneration. As Barillon,
the French ambassador, pointed out, also, in a letter
to Louls of January 13th N.S. the King "could not
without his own ruin allow the rest of Flanders to be
taken by the French."(a) By January, both in France
and in England, everyone was talking of "a breach betweene
the two Kings,"(b) and by March men were raised and troops
sent out to the Netherlands "to help the Spaniards,"

as Mary of Modena put it, "who are very few,

(a) Dalrymple's Appendix.

(b) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot. Jan.26. 1678,
Buccleuch MSS. I. Letter70.
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and have lost almost the whole of Flanders."(c)
Shrewsbury, fresh from his military exercises at the
Academy, was eager to see what turn events would take,
and whether he could have any part in them. He wrote
to ask Sir John to talk things over with the other relations,
and let him know what was expected of him. He professed
indifference himself, so long as he should do what was
"most convenient and honorable," but the interest he
showed belied the assumed indifference, particularly when
he received word that he was to wait on the Duke of York,
whose 'commands were positive for his going.'(d) Sir
John Talbot's son, Sherkington, had already advanced so
far to maturity as to have procured 'an employment.'

" wrote Shrewsbury, when

7611 him I am extream glad ----
congratulating the father on his Cousin Shell's good luck.
®----and for your selfe I know not well what to wish you
any more then that you may have your owne desires, and
good success in your employment and allways love S* John

your most affectionate kindsman and humble servant ---"(e)

(c) Duchess of York to her brother March 10. 1n Halle's
"Mary of Modena."69.

(d) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot March 9 N.S. and March 30 N.S.
Bucc. II 25, 26. |
Sir John Talbot had approached the Duke of York for
advice in refusing the Chiffinch match (Letter of Feb.
9 N.S.) so apparently the Duke had begun to evince an
interest in the Earl,

(e) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot March 16 N.S. Buccleuch
MSS. I Letter 76.
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On the threshold to manhoog,;himself, he too was eager to
be up and doing. He was a little afraid that his grand-
father might not approve of his wish to go on campaign;
but was determined that, although he must, for civility's
sake, inform him of his intentlion, he would do it in such
a way as admitted of no refusal.(f) He and his grandfather
had been drifting away from the old days when Cardigan

had been the one kindly, interested relation that the boy
knew. One or two differences of opinion had arisen between
them, particularly on the subject of Shrewsbury's marriage.
Cardigan, looking around for someone to blame, had turned
on Sir John Talbot, who, he evidently believed, had put
into Shrewsbury's mind the objections against the match
with Mistress Chiffinch; and he had at last stated bluntly
that he would no longer act along with Sir John Talbot in
Shrewsbury's affairs.(g) One or other of them must go.

The military situation offered a way out of the impasse;
for Sir John, on the plea of other dutles, appointed one
Mr. Woolf to act for him, and Shrewsbury hoped that his
grandfather might be persuaded to act again. The loss

of Sir John as one of his trustees he lamented exceedingly.

(f) Shrewsbury to Sir J, Talbot March 9 N.S. Bucc.II 25.

(g) Shrewsbury to Cardigan, in letter to Sir John of Feb., 5 N.S.
Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot. March 9 N.S. and April 2 N.S .
Buccleuch MSS., I Letters 71, 75 and 79.
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"Mhe only persen I could willingly part with," he
exclaimed, "and whome I conceave to be the unhappy author
not only of these, but many of my former troubles, does
so cunningly manedge my grandfathers weaknesse, to effect
his owne designe; that I want opportunity of speaking
those trubles to him, which I dare not urge to his LAP;
least hls subtle interpretation should cast upon my G:father,
what was only intended, and due to himself."(h)

But there was not much chance of losing the services
of the 'unhappy author of his troubles.! "My Unckle
Tuchett," as he wrote in another letter, "will too farr
apprehend being taken at his word ever to desire not to
act."(a)

The request to Cardigan did not after all give rise
to any difficulty. A discreet letter was duly penned.

"The noise of warr with France," he wrote, "has beene
the discourse and now I find 1s come to preparation and
that the greatest part of the young nobility intends to
waite upon the Duke into Holland this Campagne. My
ambition of rendring my service to his R.H. in the same
engagement is not lesse than others of my age and quality

I have alreddy his countenance and encouragement and

therefore only want your LIP® 1eave and approbation to make

(n) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot March 26. N.S. Ibid.
Letter 77,

(a) Letter 75. supra.
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my resolution inchangeable, when I shall immediately
settle my affaires here and dispose my selfe for a journey
into England where I remit a farther answer to your LAPS
former letter hopeing to give you a fuller satisfaction
by word of mouth then what you can receave at this distance?(Db)
The anticipated outburst from his grandfather, upon the
recelipt of this letter, never came. Cardigan took the
quiet course of approaching the Duke of York for advice,
and then gave his consent that Shrewsbury should return
to England.(c¢) Shrewsbury, meanwhile, was eagerly
preparing for his campalgn. For weeks past, he had
been discussing with Sir John the question of equipage,
and the advantages and disadvantages of red, blue and
pink as colours for livery. Red he discarded as too
common in France and too presumptuous in England, since
it was the royal colour: pink he thought "neither
handsome nor lasting." So blue it was to be, with blue
and orange "clothes for the led horses." The colours for
the embroidery he left to his kinsman to choose, and
anything else which in his inexperience he might have
omitted. His coach, which had been purchased for his

exercise at the Academy, he debated taking over with him,

(b) Shrewsbury to Cardigan. March 30, N.S.
Buccleuch MSS. I. Letter 78,
(c) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot April 6.N.S. Bucc II.27.
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for while it had not "the lustre of a new coach," it was
yet "neat enough for anybody to ride in;" but in the end,
perhaps with some qualms, he sold it.(d) Ready money was,
as usual; a burning question. He was hopeful of raising
money from the tenants,(e) and dreaded lest his grandfather,
acting as his guardian, should obstruct him financially.(f)
By the first week of April 0.S. he was ready to come over
to England, in some haste, since all the English in Paris
were removing, and hils grandfather had urged him to come
speedily, so that he was prepared to forego even the
comforts of a yacht, and come away in the "nasty packet
boat" that two years earlier had been beneath his dignity.(g)
In actual fact the military preparations came to little.,
Shrewsbury did that summer have his first taste of campaign-
ing(h); but his patron, the Duke of York, did not get the
length of leaving England before the end of hostilities, and

lived to regret during the remainder of the reign that his

(d) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot March 2, March 9, March 30,
April 6 N.S, 1Ibid 24-27.

(e) Probebly, in view of the statute 12 Charles II cap. 24,
not very successfully.

(f) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot. April 2 N.S.
Buccleuch MSS. I. Letter 79.

(g) Shrewsbury to Sir J. Talbot April 13 N.S. Bucc.II 27. ~

(n) igigwsbury to Sir J. Talbot from Charelville June 17 N.S..

28,

@)
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military ambitions, and the popularity he had envisaged
as coming from them, had perforce to remain unsatisfied.(a)
An English force under Monmouth assisted the Prince of
Orange: another body of troops under Ossory supported
. the Spaniards; but England's ardour for war soon became
lukewarm; the English Parliament which had pressed for
hostilities was slow to give supplies; and in September
the Peace of Nimeguen put an end to the fighting.(b)
Shrewsbury, while he had enjoyed his first experience of
"this sort of curiosity," had thus no opportunity to win
glory for himself in war, and returned to England to a
sterner and harder conflict than he had yet known.

Before the autumn of that year England was in the
throes of the Popish Plot panic. For some years previous,
"there had been growing increased animosity to Catholics,
which had expressed 1tself on one hand in the Test Acts,
and on the other in the output of literature of an anti-
Romanist blas. The open avowal of Cathollcism by the heir
to the throne, and his marriage to a Catholic wife, appeared
to 5r1ng the threat against the Protestant Chureh all too
near. Monmouth's amazing popularity was due in great

measure to distaste for a Popish successor to the throne.

(a) "Mary of Modena™ 70.
Barillon to Louis XIV April 18, Dalrymple's Appendix.
Cf. Barillon to Louls May 28. Ibid.

(b) Coxe's Marlborough I 10-11.
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Even before 1678 the Duke of York was uﬁpopular. The Test
Act of 1673 had alreadyrdeprived him of his position as
Lord High Admiral and when, at the end of 1678, Catholics
were excluded by statute from both Houses of Parliament,

an exception was made in his favour by only two votes.

The troops he had gathered round him in the spring of 1678,
which had been meant to restore Britain's military prestige,
served only to raise more bitter dislike and greater fear
among those who apprehended hils adopted religion. The
spreading unrest awaited only a flame to set it alight,

and Titus Oates! tales of the plot were material to start

a conflagration that was not so easily put out. While

the flames raged, the Catholics were in no enviable
position. Shrewsbury, returned from the continent, ready
to begin his manhood's career, and eagerly awalting a start
in his fortunes, found all roads blocked to him. Full of
pride of birth, and an anxious desire to do everything
becoming to his noble position, he saw himself one of a
suspected and-despised sect, As the terror increased, so
increased the violence with which his co-religionists were
treated; and, instead of the promise that his youth should
have held out, he was given the poor comfort of finding
protection with his Protestant cousins, William Talbot's
femily, at Stourton.(c)

(c) Bucec.II 29.
Burke.
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While Shrewsbury was still a child, Sir John Talbot
seems to have spoken to him on the subject of changing
his religion, and when the negotiations for the Northampton
match were afoot, some definite suggestion of the kind was
made.(d) There was every reason, during the scare of the
Plot, for renewed persuasions on the part of the Sher#ington
Talbot branch of the family. In December of 1678 the new
Test Act excluded all Cathollic peers from the House of
Lords, and, quite apart from the fact that the Earl had
thus no political future, feeling had run so high that no
Catholic could be certaln of going unmolested. Houses of
Papists were being searched; thelr persons were not always
respected; in Worcestershire a priest had been put to
death.(e) Even Tom Oakley, who had been the butler at
Grafton, was thought worthy of examination by the House
of Lords, and was thrown into prison.(f) Shrewsbury's
relations would have little difficulty in advancing
reasons both of profit and of safety for a change in
faith, Moreover, the kinsmen of whom he was most fond
were Protestants, although, on the other hand, hls sister
Mary retained the faith in which she had been reared, and

became in time the mother of a Catholic churchman.(fi)

uprea.
(e) Victoria County History.
(f) Buccleuch MSS.I. Letter 29,
1 House of Lords MSS. 1llth Report Ap.2 p.70. Dec.4.1678
(£Y) John Talbot Stonor (1678-1756) afterwards Bishop of
Thesplae. - Catholic Record Socliety vol. IX p.ll3,
Cf. Chapter XIV
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He had once told Sir John that considerations of profit
could never move him to a change of religion; but to some
minds safety has a stronger pull than profit, and where
profit could not attract, motives of safety led him to

be willing at least to consider the differences between
the two faiths, with a view to belng persuaded 1if he could.
In December of 1678, while he was at Stourton, Sir John
Talbot and the Marquéss of Halifax, were both urging that
he should come up to London, and when Shrewsbury accepted
it was no doubt with a taclt understanding that he was
prepared to éxamine into the controversles of religion.
He was extremely aglitated at the prospect of the journey,
dreading the thoughts of the publicity he must suffer,
and the inconveniences and indignities that he might be
forced to endure., He begged Sir John to tell him which
was the safest way to travel, and whether there were any
pass procurable or special privilege to plead by which he
might be secure from affront.(g)

When he arrived in London at the beginning of the
year 1679, he found his first patron, the Duke of York,
in suoch disfavour that he was soon to be banished from
the Court. The talk of the exclusion of the Catholic
heir from the throne was everywhere. Both hls immediate,

and his more distant future, therefore, must have appeared

(g) Shrewsbury to Sir J, Talbot Dec.14 and 21.
Bucc. IXI 28-29.
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unpromising to the Barl; and his examination into the
Protestant doctrines was, not very surprisingly, followed
by a change of faith., He was not alone, and enjoyed the
family support of his brother, and his uncle Lord Brudenell.(h)
On the 4th of May he made his first public appearance at
the Anglican service conducted by Dean Tillotson in
Lincoln's Inn Chapel.(a) It was the reasoning of the

Dean that was said to have converted him, though one may
well suspect that the cause as well as the occasion of

his change was the panic of the Plot. His anonymous
biographer suggests that for two years Shrewsbury had
seriously considered the merits of the two falths, welghing
evidence put forward by Tillotson with that procured for
him on the Catholic side by his grandfather; but this is
manifestly mistaken.(b) That Shrewsbury knew Tillotson
before coming up to London at the beginning of 1679 1is
extremely improbable, and though his cousins may have
obtained for him some of Tillotson's sermons, which were,

in later 1life, favourites with him,(c) his consideration

(h) Memoirs of Publick Transactions (Defoe?) 7.
- Dartmoutht!s note in Burnet III 275,
(a) Birch - Life of Tillotson I 38,
(b) Anonymous Life 4.
Burnet III 275 and Original Memoirs 288,
Tillotson to Shrewsbury April 22. 1679. Chequers Court MSS.
(c¢) Bucc. II 752, Journal,
Buccleuch MS8S. Duke of Shrewsbury's Remarks on
Various Books, IV.
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of the matter cannot have extended even over one year.
His attachment to Catholicism cannot certainly have been
very deep. There was, possibly, little in the lives of
those who had educated him to suggest their devotion to

a higher 1life. His mother's short-lived reformation had
induced him to cynicism; and he was at an age when doubts
of his childhood's easy beliefs frequently come t0 a man.
For Tillotson he had a great respect: the charm of the
man's writing, the beauty of his sincerity, and the
affectionate interest which he showed in himself, all
made & lasting impression upon him. Having once altered
his faith, he became a loyal Protestant. He was always
fond of the dictum that actions speak louder than words,(d)
and in all his future actions he upheld the Church of
England, refusing in James II's relgn to reconsider his
steps, and in later years remalning a Protestant in the
midst of numerous persuasions to make his peace with Rome.(e)
Twice he used his influence to bring converts to the
Anglican Church, and twlce he secured the Protestant
succession. In his own words, if he could not be a good
Protestant, he would at least be a true one - no very
enthusiastic vindication of Protestantism, but typical of
the man.(f)

(d) Shrewsbury to Somers July 5 N.S.1704. Coxe 642,
That he prided himself on his actions d4id not escape the

ballad writers of his day. Cf., "Polyphemus" (infra).
(e) Cf. Chapter XI.
(f) Shrewsbury to Dr, William Talbot 1704. Downshire I 838,
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As to his real faith, it was tied to no creed. A
contemporary repeats a story purporting to have come from
Pope, to whom, it was sald, Shrewsbury once remarked that
he held the same religion as he did when he was ten years
0ld; whereupon Pope 1s reported to have called him a deist,
Unfortunately for the aptness of the story, it seems a
rather improbable occurrence and appears in somewhat bad
company: but in Pope's remark, if Pope really did make 1t,
there probably lies the truth.(g) Burnet's criticism of
him that he was "too sceptical and too little fixed in the
points of religion" was no doubt equally true;(h) but to
read into it indifference to religion is to misunderstand
Shrewsbury. Whatever shortcomings he may have had in
embracing a new doctrine without proper conviction, he
endeavoured in after years to remove by a careful study
of controversial works, and the weight of evidence as he
found it was with the Protestant side. But he suffered
from grave doubts as to the reality of religion; in his
periods of retirement from public aeffairs he read what he
could on the subject, and, if one may judge from the remarks
that he wrote, pondered deeply. His conclusions, who can
tell. On his death-bed he solemnly declared that he dled
in the religion of the Church of England, but no intimate

(g) Egmont MSS. App. 7th Report 244,
(h) Burnet III 275.
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joy in salvation came from his dying lips; rather the age-
0ld, human cry of "Whither." (a)

His brother Jake, who must have been a mere boy in 1679,
did not live to have hls loyalty to his new faith tested as
Shrewsbury's was, He met his end seven years later, as his
father had met his, in a duel, but fought for a less

honourable cause, The night before he had given "ill words’

)
to the King's natural son, the Duke of Grafton, and in the
morning he was killed where he stood. The superstitious
recalled a prophecy that he would be killed before he was
twenty-one, and spoke of how he had mocked at death by
dancing at the Duke of Devonshire's ballet in a shroud.(Db)
This was the third death of the kind in the Talbot family.
Less than a year earlier, Sherfington Talbot, Sir John's
son, had been killed as a result of a dispute with a
fellow-militiaman as to whoge soldiers fought the better

at Sedgemoor.(c)

(a) Buccleuch MSS, Rgmarks on Various Books.
Anonymous Life. 33-4.
(b) His name was John, but he appears to have been known as
Jake,
Robert Harley to his father Feb.2 and Feb,.9. 1686, Portland
III 393-4.
Luttrell I 371.
Bucc. I 345.
Downshire I 115,
Moray to Queensberry Feb.2. Bucc. MSS. at Drumlanrig.
(¢c) Evelyn July 8. 1685,
Henry Shere to Lord Dartmouth. July 8.
Dartmouth MSS, 1lth Report Ap. 5 p.128,.
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The immediate effect of the acceptance of Anglicanism
on Shrewsbury himself was that it allowed him to mix
without fear in the social 1ife of the London of his day,
with 1ts accompanying lack of moral restraints. In the
following October, Tillotson, who continued to feel an
interest in the Earl, was moved to remonstrate with him
on his loose way of living.

"It was a great satisfaction to me," he wrote, "to be
anyways instrumental in the gaining of your Lordship to
our religion which I am most firmly persuaded to be the
truth; but yet I am, and always was more concerned that
your Lordship should continue a virtuous and good man
than become a Protestant, belng assured that the ignorance
and errors of men's understanding will find a much easier
forgiveness with God than the faults of their wills.

I remember your Lordship once told me you would endeavour
to justify the sincerity of your change by a consclentious
raegard to all the other parts and actions of your 1life: I
am sure you cannot more effectually condemn your own act
than by being a worse man after your profession to have

embraced a better religion." (4d)

(d) Tillotson to Shrewsbury Oct.23.,1679 Add. MSS. 32084 f.S.
This copy differs in a few words from the letter as
printed in Birch's Life of Tillotson.
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The 1dle 1life about town did not, however, quench all
Shrewsbury's young enthusiasm, By the beginning of June,
1680, he had volunteered, along with others of the youthful
nobility, for a second military exﬁedition.' The cessation
of war,by the Peace of Nimeguen, had meant no cessation in
the Moorish attacks upon the King's possession of Tangler,
attacks which were in all probabllity encouraged by the
French; and the English garrison there was finding it
more and more difficult to preserve the place. Public
feeling, already mortified by the sale of Dunkirk, was
roused about Tangler, especially as it was suspected that
the King's ministers would be glad enough to yleld it up.
Many volunteers, among them Shrewsbury, offered to go during
the summer of 1680, to see 1if the place might yet be saved.
By the middle of June the troops were ready to leave London.
But only a small part of the expedition ever salled. In
July, the Earl of Ossory was appointed Governor and General
of the forces; but his untimely death from fever on the eve
of his departure discouraged the King.(e) The troops that
were ready to sail were countermanded, a small rellief
force only being sent, and the adventurous young nobles

were disappointed of their share of glory(f).

o) Evelyn, July 26, 1680.
tf) Barillon to Louls XIV 10 Juln 1680 et seq.

Baschet Transcripts 145,

Corbett - England in the Mediterranean II Chapter XXIV
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Although he had not yet attained his majority,
Shrewsbury was summoned to the Parliament that met in
October of that same year, and, having subscribed the
Test, took his seat with the Lords.(g) That session of
Parliament saw the real struggle for the Exclusion Bill,
which was defeated in the Lords largely owing to the
efforts of Halifax, who was hoping to substitute
limitation for exclusion. But the session came to an
abrupt end with the prorogation of Parliament in the
following January, and the Earl had little chance of
galning political experience during Charles II's reign.
Charles's only other meeting of Parliament, the Oxford
session of 1681, lasted for one week. In all probability,
Shrewsbury's political ambitions were not roused so early
as this., He preferred to be one of a set of fashionable

young men in town.(h) He was still unmarried, though rumour

(g) Lords MSS. 1lth Report Ap.2. p.157. October 21,

(h) In September 1679 Evelyn mentions him as one of
Sunderland's guests. In 1681 he was one of the
fashionable company at Fitz Harris's trial.
Luttrell I 80,
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continued to suggest suitable brides.(a) He himself
appears to have considered approaching Lord Ogle's widow,
the sole heiress of the Earl of Northumberland, but the
lady was persuaded to marry Thomas Thynne, a wealthy

friend of the Duke of Monmouth.(b) No sooner was the
ceremony completed than the bride fled to Holland, declaring
that her grandmother had arranged the match without her
wishes.(c) Thynne applied to the courts(d); but the sequel
to this strange wedding was peculiarly horrible; In
February of 1682, Thynne was brutally murdered. He was
passing along the Strand in his coach, when he was set

uoon by three men and mortally wounded. As one of
Monmouth's most ardent supporters, it was at first feared
that he was the victim of party violence. But the motive

for the murder was not political, but personal. One of

(a) In May 1679 there was talk of a marriage between him

and Lady Henrletta Wentworth.

App. to 7th Report. 472.

Eight years later he was the innocent cause of a domestilc
quarrel between the Duke and Duchess of Newcastle.

The Duchess wished him as a husband for her daughter
Margaret, but the Duke refused to provide the necessary
portion, - Reresby 366.

(b) Information is scanty, but Lord Fauconberg's letter, below,
read in conjunction with the entry 1n Lady Cowper's
Diary for 26th and 27th October 1714, certalnly suggests
that Shrewsbury considered Lady Ogle as a sultable bride.

(c) Reresby 230, 235.

Evelyn, Nov.15. 168l.
Verney MSS. Nov.26, 7th Report. 479.

(d) 8th Report Ap. I p.5l.
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Lady Ogle's suitors had been the notorious Count Koningsmark,
and he 1t was who had set on the murderers to attack and
kill Thynne, with a view to marrying the lady himself,
No sooner was the widow free from her unwelcome husband
than a number of fortune-seeking young suitors pursued
her into Holland, Shrewsbury among them. "The murder,"
wrote Lord Fauconberg, "has carried Lord Shrewsbury and
several young lords into Holland, where we may expect to
hear of more blood, such force has gold upon the minds
of poor mortals, and such, at long run, are the effects
of 1t in all families."(e) Shrewsbury was not, howevér,
the one to carry off this matrimonial prize. The Duke
of Somerset, who had been in Paris at the same time as
he, was the one favoured, and Lady Ogle takes her place
in history as the red-haired Duchess of Somerset.(f)
Shrewsbury had already by that date been given the
responsibility of the Lord Lieutenancy of the County of
Stafford, which he continued to exercise until the year

1687.(g) In the party strife of Charles II's last years,

(e) Feb.,2o. 1682. Chequers Court MSS.49.
(f) Reresby 235-241.
O.Wynne to Lord Preston June l. 1682.
Sir J.Worden to Lord Preston June 1l.
Graham MSS. 353, 37}.
Verney MSS,., 497.
(g) Luttrell I 122 and 413.
Doyle.
Cal. S.P.Dom, Dec.4. 1679. Aug.6. 168l.
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however, he took no part.(h) It would be unsafe to hazard
a guess at his sympathies even from the fact that he copied
out Lord Russell'!s last speech, and preserved it with his
own papers.(a) He was young enough to be able to stand
aside from political feuds, though of an age when the 1life
of the Court proved attractive. Upon the Earl of Manchester's
death, in the spring of 1683, his attachment to the Court
was secured by his being made, along with Lord Lansdowne,
gentleman extraordinary of the bedchamber,(b) and before

the King's death he was reported to be treating for the
Chamberlain's staff.(c) But the death of his royal god-
father in February of 1685 altered many things, Shrewsbury's

position at Court among them.

(h) Memoirs of Publick Transactions 7.
Cf, Halifax to William of Orange Aug.25, 1687,
Dalrymple'!s Appendix.

(a) Buccleuch MSS. Miscellaneous Papers.

(b) 0. Wynne to Lord Preston April 2. Graham MSS. 363.

(c) B. Grenville to Sir W.L.Gower Jan.l7. 1684/5.
Sutherland MSS.186.
Defoe, and perhaps following him, the Memolirs of
Saint-Simon declare that he was actually Chamberlain
at the beginning of James II's reign. But this is
not likely. The "Memoirs of PublicKkTransactions"
contains many obvious inaccuracles.
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The first alterations were not immediately felt to
be serious. James's speech to his Council, in which he
promised to make it his endeavour to preserve the Government
both in Church and State as it was by law established, was
reassuring to those who had feared his rule so greatly that
they had wished to exclude him from the throne.(d) For
Shrewsbury's part, he might well wonder how his first
patron would act towards him since his change of religion;
but it seemed at first as though the King were generous
enough to reward instead of penalise him. In March the
Recordership of the town of Shrewsbury was bestowed on
him.(e) At the coronation in April he had the honour of
holding the "curtana® as a former Earl had done when Henry
VIII was crowned.(f) From being Captain of a troop of
horse in June, he was promoted in July to be Colonel of the
Second Regiment of Horse (later the Fifth Dragoon Guards),

one of the new regiments ralsed after the Monmouth Rebelli?n;
g

(d) Barillon to Louis 19 Febrier Fox's Appendix XVI
Burnet III 6.
Cobbett IV 1342.

(e) History of Shrewsbury.

(f) Coronation Volume Lambeth Palace Library 1083.
Doyle. His father carried the second sword at Charles
II's coronation.

(g) History of the British Standing Army - Colonel Clifford
Walton. - p.p. 42-3 and note 97.
Doyle.
Cf. Lords MSS. New Series III 28l.
NSS. of Lord EAmund Talbot (Fitzalan Papers) p.312,
Commission to be captain dated June 20, 168S5.
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The failure of Monmouth's rising, however, and the loyalty
with which the nation generally had rallied round the King,
emboldened James to endeavour to put into practice his
wish for a liberty of conscience in the Catholics! favour
in Englaend,(h) and Shrewsbury's position in this new scheme
of things was to depend on how far he could fall in with
the King's desires., James had taken the opportunity of
the rebellion to introduce into the army Catholic officers,
hoping that a loyal Parlliament, which had already granted
him a revenue for 1life, would acquiesce in his defiance of
the law., Unfortunately for the King, the unlawful presence
of these officers was one of the first matters raised when
Parliament reassembled in the autumn of 1685, and James,
having prorogued his Parliament the same month as it had
met, was forced to find his sanction elsewhere. He
accordingly obtained from the Bench a judgment in favour
of his use of the dispensing power to enable Catholics to
serve in his army.(a) This was but the beginning to make
way for Catholics in every branch of public life, while,

in his zeal for his adopted religion, the King tried to

(h) Barillon to Louis Feb.19, Dalrymple's Appendix.

(a) Godden v. Hales.
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convince certaln of the nobility of the benefits of
conversion. Where these proved unresponsive, they soon
felt hls displeasure. Thus Rochester was forced to give
up his Treasurer's staff.(b) Shrewsbury, as one who had
formerly left the Catholic Church, must have been approached
early, for by December of 1686 the Dutch Ambassador was
remarking that his regiment was to be reorganised and the
command taken from him.(c) Some astonishment was felt
that both he and Lumley would not yleld to the King's
wishes, since both were such recent converts, and both
owed their military commands to James.(d) But both

chose to lose their regiments rather than somersault in
this undignified way. Shrewsbury was deprived of his
command in January of 1687, although he had as yet kept

himself apart from political party.(e)

(b) He was however given "a great pension."
Burnet III 122-6,
Original Memoirs 224.

(c) Dec.28. Add. MSS. 34507 f.l1l28,

(d) Original Memoirs 220.
History of the British Standing Army - Colonel Clifford
Walton.
Shrewsbury's commission was dated 29th July, Lumley's
3lst July, 1685,

(e) Luttrell I.393.
Letter Book of S8ir George Etherege 354-5. Letter from
T.Maule - Jan.25. 1686/7.
"I will now f£ill up my sheet and tell you that the King
has taken away my Lord Shrewsbury's and my Lord Lumley's
regiments for reasons best known to himself, though the
town will have it because of their refusal to comply
with the King's desires in taking off the Test."
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Throughout that year the King's experiments in the way
of extending toleration to Catholics went on; but he well
knew that his real security would lie in obtaining such
toleration from Parliament itself. He began, therefore,
by sounding members of both Houses, on their views as to
taking off the Test Acts. The replies were not encouraging.
Many gave blunt refusals, others answers so evasive that
they were obviously hedging, and this "closetting" of
members for the purpose of learning their opinions in
private audlence, bore as 1ts only frult, a series of
dismissals from posts within the King's disposal.(f)
Disappointed in this direction, the King issued on the
4th of April his Declaration of Indulgence, to give liberty
of consclence to all., Dissenters as well as Catholics
were to enjoy it; for so James hoped to gain nonconformist
support for his schemes. In July he dissolved his first
Parliament, and then turned to the source of Parliamentary
elections, to the corporations in whose hands in many cases
lay the election of members, ousting Anglicans and replacing
them by Catholics and Dissenters. Lords Lieutenant in
the counties were bidden to put three questions to every

Justice of the peace for the purpose of ascertaining views

(f) Reresby 370-1.
Burnet III 94, 100, 176.
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on the removal of the Tests, and on the refusal of some
of them to conduct such a questionary, their Lieutenancies
were taken from them and bestowed on Catholics. Thus
Shrewsbury was turned out of his Lord Lieutenancy in
August, and lost his Recordership in January of the
following year.(g)

Even before that, however, he had taken his first
serious step towards the Opposition to the King by
writing to the Prince of Orange. As husband of the
Princess who was expected to succeed to the English throne,
and as champion of the Protestant religion on the continent
against the attacks of Louls XIV, Williem of Orange was
the man in whom the Opposition placed their hope. Until
the year 1687 they believed that if they kept in touch
with him, time would set right the political and religious
difficulties in England. At the beginning of that year
there was an interchange of ambassadors between the States
end England, for the ostensible purpose of "removing'
jealousies™ that had arisen. Both the envoys, however,
were given secret instructions. On James's part, he

wished Albeville to discover whether William approved of

(g) Reresby 387-9.
Burnet III 193-4,
Luttrell I 413.
History of Shrewsbury.
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the taking off of the Tests, while William desired Dyckvelt
to familiarise himself with political opinion in England,
and to assure the Opposition of his support.(h) In fulfilment
of these instructions, Dyckvelt on his return was made the
bearer of a number of letters to the Prince from many of
the chief men in Epgland. Among them, he brought one from
Shrewsbury, dated 30th May, remarkable for a franker
recognition of dissatisfaction with the King's policy than
most of the letters show; for after assuring William of

his service he added, "The great and only consolation

we have left 1s, that you are so generous to countenance

us in our misfortune, Sir, at the same time we know you
approve we here are in the right."(a) During that summer

a further opportunity for commnication with the Prince was
made by the visit of Count Zulesteln to England to condole
with James's Queen on the death of her mother, the Duchess
of Modena. Zulestein was speclally instructed to enquire
of the leaders of the Anglican party the probabilities of

a Parliaement's being summoned, and to bring back letters

on this subject from them. He arrived in the middle of

August, and stayed for about three weeks.(b) Meanwhile,

(h) Dalrymple's Appendix Book V p.180.

Burnet III 172-179.

Cf. Original Memoirs 257,
(a) Shrewsbury to William May 30. Dalrymple's Appendix.
(b) Dalrymple!s Appendix V. 200 et seq.
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Shrewsbury, desirous of making a personal visit to the
Prince's Court, had already applied for leave to go into
Holland, and without waiting for the end of Zulestein's
visit, left England on the 24th of the month.{(c) He was
charged by Halifax to explain to Willlam the Marquess's
views on the political situation, with his reasons for
believing that a Parlliament would not be summoned until
"by some sudden accident" it would become "necessary and
unavoidable." He carried with him a letter of recommendation
from Halifax, which throws interesting light on how he was
regarded in politics,

"It would be unnecessary," Halifax wrote, "to give
your Highness a recommending character of my Lord of
Shrewsbury, who hath already so good a one established and
allowed in the world; I shall only say, in short, that he
is without any competltion, the most conslderable man of
quality that 1s growing up amongst us; that he hath right
thoughts for the public, and a most particular veneration
for your Highness; he is loose and untryed from any faction
that might render him partial, or give a wrong bias to his
opinion; and I do not doubt, but upon the first discourse
which you shall have with him, you will be encouraged to

treat him without any manner of reserve."(d)

(¢) Downshire I 260,
Burnet III 275.
Original Memoirs., 288,
(d) Halifax to William Aug.25.1687, Dalrymple's Appendix.
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Shrewsbury was still with the Prince when Zulestein
returned, bearlng letters from Nottingham, Danby, Halifax
and Bishop Compton.(e) Assured that William made a
distinction between penal laws never properly enforced,
and the political significance of the Tests.(f) they were
content to offer him thelr respects, and explain why they
thought it impossible that a Parliament could be summoned
which would consent to the removing of the Test Acts.
Before that year was over, however, the Opposition had
become more active and with some reason. By December
the news was spread that Queen Mary was to have another
child, and fears of the birth of a son, who would almost
certainly be brought up in his father's religion to carry
on his father's policy, sharpened the opposition to James.
Hitherto, Mary of Modena had been unfortunate in her
children. Four, one a boy, had dled in infanéy; none
had survived childhood. Moreover, since the birth of the
last child, almost four years previously, she had not been
in good health.(g) So joyful were Jemes's Cathollic friends
at the prospect of an heir, and so serious did the Opposition

(o) Ibid. V 209 et seqe

(f) Burnet III 215-16.
William to James June 17, 1687. Dalrymple's Appendix.

(g) "Mary of Modena" 170.
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consider 1t to be, that the Protestants seem to have made
up thelr minds from the first that some fraud was intended.(h)
Far from stifling opposition, as some of the Catholics had
hoped, 1t merely drew the Opposition closer to William,
whose wife's succession to the throne it threatened.
In the spring, Howe carried over a further batch of letters
to Holland - replies to letters sent by the Prince - and
among them was one from Shrewsbury stating his intention
to visit Holland in the summer.(a) The sudden desire on
the part of some of the younger noblllity to travel in
Holland seemed suspicious even to the blindly obstinate
King. When Danby's son asked leave to go, he curtly forbade
it, and then, recollecting himself, added, "If you go only
for curiosity, you might as well satisfy that elsewhere
as in Holland."(b) By May, Shrewsbury was reluctantly
brought to think that he himself would not be allowed to
visit the Prince, and wrote Williem to tell him so,.

"It seems a little too severe," he objected, "to be
punished and restrained, because one has been already 111
used, If I am a little warmer upon this subject than I

ought, you would soon pardon me, if you lkmew how much I

(h) Clarendon Diary Jenuary 1G.
Danby to Williem March 27. Dalrymple's Appendix.
Perriesi to the Grand Duke of Tuscany Jan.9/19. in
Haile's "Mary of Modena." 174.

(a) Shrewsbury to William. March 14. 1688. Dalrymple's
Appendix.

(b) Danby to William March 29, Ibid.
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atomlnate all excuses; because commonly they are but
shifts; and now to be forced to make one to your Highness,
who of all men living I honour and esteem the most, is a
hardship I cannot easily forgive;----- "(e)

By the 1rony of circumstances, Shrewsbury was to spend
much time in the future in making excuses, of one sort or
another, to William,

Meanwhile, things were nearing a crisis in England.
The Opposition continued to hold secret meetings, most
frequently at Shrewsbury's London house.(d) Even so early
as the visit which Mordaunt paid to Holland in 1686,
they had endeavoured to sound the Prince as to whether he
would come over and offer armed resistance to the King.
Shrewsbury had reopened the subject during his visit of
1687, but William had put the question aside.(e) In May

(¢) Shrewsbury to Williem May.l4. Dalrymple's Appendix.

(d) Shrewsbury to Somers July 5 N.S.1704. Coxe 642.

(e) The authors of "Charles Talbot, Duke of Shrewsbury,"
are inclined to think it very doubtful whether
Shrewsbury thought of armed interventlon before the
birth of the Prince of Wales, but Burnet's accounts
suggest that he had discussed the question with
Williem. The History says "He had only in general
laid the state of affairs before the prince, without

ressing him too much," and the Original Memoirs gives
ft that "even with him the prince went not further
than to give general assurances.

"Charles Talbot Duke of Shrewsbury" 26.
Burnet III 276.
Original Memolrs 288,
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of 1688, however, Edward Russell renewed their application
to William, whose reply was that he must have a definite
invitation from some of the chief men in the kingdom.

With this, Russell had to be content. On his return, he
communicated first with Shrewsbury, Lumley, and Sidney,
and before long the conspiracy widened to include Danby,
Nottingham, Compton and "many others."(f) Halifax,
however, was discouraging., In general talk he gave it as
his opinion that any design was lmpracticable and a waiting
game more promising.(g) The King, for his part, continued
his policy of provoking the Anglican Church. In April had
come out a second Declaration of Indulgence, which the
bishops were instructed to have their clergy read from

the pulpits., There followed the famous petitlon of the
seven bishops to the King, and their imprisonment In the
Tower. Two days later, on the 10th of June, James's son
was born. His reception was prejudged even before his
birth; for all along, people had refused to belleve it
other than a pretence, while the fact of the absence of

the Princess Anne and the early arrival of the chlld convinced

(f) Original Memoirs 290.
(g) Ibid 291, Burnet III 278.
Halifax to William July 25.1688. Dalrymple's Appendix.
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the commonalty that fraud had been practised. That the
nobility also gave credence to this 1s hard to be belleved,
and, where true, speaks much for the state of political
passion at the time. Princess Anne's obstinate unbelief
and unkind hostility to her step-mother probably helped

to foster doubts in the minds of many people, as they

did in that of her sister Mary.(h) As for Shrewsbury, 1t
was sald of him that 'he belleved nothing of it at first,
and liked nothing of it at last.'(a) The same was no
doubt true of all the conspirators. Disllke of the facts
outweighed everything else, Shrewsbury hastened to assure
William that it made no difference to his service to him.
"I am this eighteenth of June," he ended his letter, "as
mich as I was the ninth, Your Highness's most devoted,

and obedient, humble servant."(b)

On the last day of that month, an invitation to the
Prince was signed in cypher by the leaders of the Opposition,
seven in number - the Earls of Danby, Devonshire and
Shrewsbury, Lord Lumley, Compton, Bishop of London, Edward

Russell and Henry Sidney.(c) Nottingham had drawn back,

(h) See Anne's letters in Dalrymple's Appendix and
"Lettres et Memoires de Marie Reine d'Angleterre."
(a) Memoirs of Publick Transactions 17,
(b) Shrewsbury to William June 18,1688 Dalrymple's Appendix.
(c) Dalrymple's Appendix,
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restrained by his principles from jolining with them, yet
forced by his affections to wish them well.(d) Admiral
Herbert volunteered to carry the invitation to Holland,
and left London on the same day as the Bishops were acquitted
Thereafter, England was marking time until the Prince's
arrival. Throughout the summer, Sunderland, who had
obligingly become a Cathollc the previous year, counselled
the King to moderation, and the rift between him and Father
Petre, which the Dutch Ambassador noticed as early as March,
grew wider.(e) He was already, through his wife, in
correspondence with William; but he probably hoped that
the King might still avert any danger now that the birth
of his son had removed the necesslity for doing his work
quickly. James, however, was firmly set on the road to
his own ruiln, and appeared more concerned for the conversion
of all his Privy Council than for hls own dangerous
position.(f) ‘ Not until September could he be brought to
believe in the Dutch preparations egainst him, refusing

Loulis's offers of assistance, and repudlating the statement

(d)Original Memoirs 291,
Burnet III 278 - 279 and Dartmouth's note.
(e) Van Citters' Despatches 30 March 1688, Add.MSS.34512 f, 75.
O April
Burnet III 262-3.
(f) Ibid 29 June f.f, 87-8.
uly
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of Skelton, the English Ambassador at Paris, that England
was in alliance with Prance.(g) When at last he did
become convinced of the real object of Holland's military
and naval preparations, he attempted too late to follow the
counsels that Sunderland had earlier proposed, and tried
to undo his work In the Universities, in the corporations,
in the counties, in the Church, and to give the nation
satisfaction with regard to the suspicions surrounding
the birth of the Prince of Wales.

Significantly, the Court began to be deserted by the
Opposition nobles. Shrewsbury and Russell, having hired
a boat privately, joined Williem in September.(h) Before

leaving, the Earl had borrowed money on his estates to the

(g) Ibia 21 ge%t. f.99.
CUo,

Burnet III 288-9.

Barillon's Despatches June 14, Aug.2, Aug,30,Sept.6.
Sept.13. Sept.18. Oct. 25 - Dalrymple's Appendix.
Louis to Barillon Sept.30 N.S.Ibid,

Clarendon's Diary Sept.24.

(h) Terriesi to the Grand Duke of Tuscany Aug. I%. 1687.

in Haile's "Mary of Modena" p.l166.

Van Citters' Despatches Sept.25. 1688, Add.MSS.34512 f,103.
Oct.5,.

Anonymous Life 5,

Burnet III 283.
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extent of a few thousand pounds,(a) part of the money, it
was sald, being actually advanced by Father Petre,(b) and
this sum he lodged in the Bank at Amsterdam for the Prince's
use.(c) Danby had retired to Nottinghamshire, and when
commanded into the King's presence, merely retreated to
Yorkshire.(d) Even Nottingham refused to enter the
Council., By October the North was drinking to the chance
of a good easterly wind, for 1t was in the North that
William's supporters imagined he would land.(e)

The Prince's fleet put to sea on the 19th of October.
He himself, in company with a few of his intimates,
Shrewsbury among them, boarded a quick-salling yacht,
Intending to overtake the fleet later. But so violent
a storm broke that the whole fleet had to return to port

two days afterwards, having lost many of the horses.

(a) A mortgage for £3000. on the Shropshire estates, dated
30th July 1688, appears in the family schedule of deeds,
and Judging by the state of Shrewsbury's finances during
his early years, it is improbable that the sum was much
greater. Contemporaries however, estimated it at sums
ranging from £12000 to £40000.

Anonymous Life 5. - £12000.
Memolrs of Publick Transactions 18 - £12000.
Ailesbury Memoirs - 129-30, - £30000.
Echard 879 - £40000,
White Kennett III 488. - £40000.
(b) Anonymous Life 5,
Allesbury Memoirs 129-30.
(c) Memoirs of Publick Transactions 18.
(d) Van Citters! Despatches 16, Oct. f.115,
26,
(e) Ibid 5. Oct.,
15
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Contrary winds delayed them till the lst of November, when
they sailed with the evening tide.(f) By the 4th they had
reached the Isle of Wight, and the Protestant wind,
conveniently changing to suit them, carried them next day
to Tor Bay, while it kept James's fleet under Dartmouth
from following after. Soldiers and horses (g) were all
landed in safety; but the first night on Bnglish soll was
spent miserably enough - the Prince in a fisherman's hut,
his army on the rain-soaked ground. The following day at
noon the infantry marched to Palgnton in the drenching rain,
and the cavalry jolned them next day at Newton Abbot.(h)

On Wednesday the 7th, Shrewsbury, Wiltshire and Macclesfield,
forming an advance party, arrived with their forces at
Exeter.(a) Already the Bishop and the Dean had fled, and
the town had made no other show of resistance than closing
the gates, which were obligingly opened on the arrival of

William's troops. Afrangements were made for the Prince

(f) Marion Grew - William III and Bentinck.130,133,
Burnet III 325.

{g) The horses were not disembarked until the following day =-
Burnet III 329.

(h) Bentinck's "Verhael Van Onse Marche" ----
Correspondentie II 626.
Rapin II 777

(a) 12th Report Ap. 8 p.219,.
14th Report Ap.4. p.207.
Cf. Macaulay f111.1152) who gives Mordaunt's arrival on
the Thursday as the first,
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to lodge in the vacant Deanery, and he himself came to
Exeter on Priday the 9th. On the Sunday his Declaration
was read in the Cathedral.(b)
Until the middle of the month, however, the 1lnvaders
felt grave anxiety., W1lllam's supporters in England had
expected him in the north-east, and not in the south, so
that sympathetic as the populace was, there was no flocking
to his standard of men of substance such as he had expected.
Lord Lovelace, who had set out to Join him, had been
captured. Danby, although resolved to get in touch with
Shrewsbury,(c) did not immediately communicate with Willlam.(d)
Moreover, the Prince was short of ready money, without which
he could not advance farther.(e) He confessed to Shrewsbury
his chagrin at the delay shown in joining him, but Shrewsbury's
assurance that 1f once the ice were broken and one came,
others would follow, proved correct.(f) Cornbury,
Clarendon's son, the first to desert from James's army, was
followed by Churchill, Grafton,(g) and the Prince of
Denmark. This was the signal for Anne's departure from
the Court. Under the protection of Bishop Compton, she
(b) Burnet III 330,
Oldmixon.
Rapin 777.

Leeds MSS. 1l1lth Report Ap.7. p.30.
Danby from York to Willliam Dec.l. 14th Report Ap. 9 p.499.
Willlam to Shrewsbury Dec.2. Bucc.lI 35.

Burnet III 331. Dartmouth's note.

Grafton had been disappointed that Dartmouth was given

command of the fleet. Van Citters Despatches 11 Sept.
21
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and her bosom friend, Lady Churchill, went north to join
the conépirators there. Meanwhile, Seymour's proposal of
an assocliation to be signed by those who Joinéd the Prince
was welcomed by Shrewsbury and the other leaders, and
bound William's followers more closely together.(h)

The longer the Prince remained 1nactive the more
dangerous was his position, and at the beginning of
December he made a first move by despatching Shrewsbury
with Sir John Guise, in command of two hundred’dragoons
and an infantry regiment, to seize Bristol, which was
known to be favourable to him.(a) He had already written
to the Mayor explalning the situation.

"I have directed my Lord Shrewsbury to march for
Bristoll, but with soe small a party that yow and ali
your fellow citizens must needs take it as an effect of
our good intentlons towards you and a desyre of having
your friendshipp and concurrence to carry on soe good a
work as the maintaining and defending the Protestant

religion and the privileges of the people. I have given

(h) Burnet III 337.
(a) Correspondentie II 630.
Luttrell I 482.
12th Report Ap. 8 p.225.
Ap. to 5th Report p.198.
Add.M8S, 34487 f.44.
Cf. Rose's Observations Ap. 9 p.LXXVII
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him instructions to acquaint you with my thoughts and
intentions upon severall points and deslre you to give
an entire credit to what he shall say to you on our behalf
for I assure you I will exactly perform whatsoever he
shall promise from us."(b)

One of these "thoughts and intentions" was hardly
constitutional, as the Prince's reply to Shrewsbury's
letter, announcing the submission of Bristol, reveals.(c)

"My Lord," he wrote, "I received just now yours of the
1st instant, and am glad you found so good a reception at
Bristoll, and that the Maglstrates were so ready to do
thelr parts towards 1t., As for what you say relating
to the ships loaden with Tobacco, I leave the conduct of
it wholly to you, to abate them what you please, so0 as
the resldue may be ready money, which 1s & necessary
commodity amongst us, and am willing to abate the last
duty in consideration of it, As for Sir John Guyse, I
have herewith sent you an order for his immediate marching
to Gloucester, as also another for Col. Cuningh(am's)

commanding in chief till further order. It seems the

(b) Williem to Mayor of Bristol Nov.28. Portland II 53.
(c) William to Shrewsbury Nov.(Dec.) 2. Bucc. II 35,
The postscript, iIn French, is written in William's hand.
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northern Lords have rescued my Lord Lovelace, and will
join me at Hungerford next Friday night; where or at
Oxford I hope Mr. Trenchard will be able to bring me a
considerable sum of money. You may tell Mr. Trenchard
that Mr. Harberd hath adjusted the matter with Mr. York(?%)
who hath engaged to pay him at Mr. George Long's house in
eight days two hundred and fifty pounds, which he must
recelve and bring to me amongst the rest you may gilve
Col. Cunningham an order, it being late, I am your
affectionate friend - 2 Ober 88,
Prince D'Orange.
( "I am willing Sir John Guyse should have those two
Erased (
( commissions, and will send them to him.,
"Mr. Harbert is so tired that he cannot despatch the
commisslon for Col.Cuningham to command temporarily
at Bristol but 1t will be sent, so that you can appoint
him notwithstanding. I am very impatient to see you
again, and am entirely yours,
G."
News of James's return to London without attempting
to strike a blow, after the desertion of Churchill and
others of hls officers, made the way easy for William's

E advance. He proceeded to Hungerford, and it was there

that the King sent Halifax, Nottingham and Godolphin to
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treat with him, Clarendon, who, forgetting his first pious
horror at his son's action, had already quitted James, was
given the doubtful reward, along with Shrewsbury and Oxford,
of consulting with the King's commissioners.(d) On the 8th
of December they gave William's answer. It was that a
Parliament should be called, the Tests respected, the
Tower of London given over to the City, the fleet and
garrisons commanded by Protestants, money set aside for
payment of the invading army, and that, while Parliament
sat, neither army should approach within twenty miles of
London, though William himself might enter the city with
a reasonable number of guards.(e) The negotiations came
to nothing, for when the commissioners returned to London,
they dlscovered that not only had the King sent away his
wife and son to France, but he himself was fled before
having more than a report of the commlssion.

James's departure completed the bad work that his
refusal to fight had begun. Obsessed with the ldea that

it was his 1ife that his subjects wanted, and convinced

(d) Burnet says Shrewsbury was one of the Prince's
commissioners; but Clarendon (Diary Dec.8.) gives
Schomberg, and as one of the three, he ought to know.
The choice of Schomberg, however, who could not spesak
fluent English, appears so improbable that one 1is
tempted to suspect a misprint, possibly due to a
contraction, in Clarendon's Diary. Shrewsbury,
moreover, was given Burnet's manuscript to read, and
would almost certainly have corrected any error in a
point of this sort.

(e) Burnet III 341,
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that he could not trust his army,(f) he had determined

not to await the return of the three commissioners. In
doing so, he also completely alienated Halifax, who had
already asked Burnet the significant question, "What if
he had a mind to go away?"(g) From William's point of

view,the flight was most desirable. It rid him of the

bulk of his problems, and made his advance upon London

not only possible, but essential.

The capital was in a state of confusion, the more so
as news had not been coming through as regularly as
usual, because of the King's proclamation in October,
forbidding it.(h) As last marks of his foolishness,
James had written to Feversham in terms that his General
understood to mean an order for disbanding the army; and
to throw the kingdom into still further disorder, he had
cast the Great Seal into the river. The 1l2th of December
was a wild dey in London. The mob, fired by the rumour
of an approaching Irish army, broke out, made of the

Spanish Ambassador's house "a ruinated plaée, nearly pulled

to pleces Jefferies, whom they found escaping in disguise,
and generally terrified the more law-ablding.(a) No wonder

(f) The army seems to have been really in a state of unrest
before the Revolution. Cf. Portledge Papers, July 14;
Aug.3s Aug. 193 Aug. 25: Sept.15: 1688.

(g) Burnet III 341.

(h) A. Pye to Abigail Harley Oct.28. Portland III 420.
Lapthorne to Coffin Dec.ll. Portledge 51.

(a) Portland III 420.

Burnet III 345 (Cf. 348)
Reresby 421-2,.
Evelvyn Dac.9 ?
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the Lords, who had assembled in the Guild Hall on the
news of James's flight, anxiously awaited the coming

of the Prince of Orange, which they had then requested.
In the circumstances, the capture and return of James

was something of an antiplimax, but a very dangerous
antdmclimax for William. When the Privy Council, hearing
of his capture, moved that he might be sent for, some
significantly opposed that he was King and it did not -
become them to send for him.(b) But the Prince, who had
reached Windsor, was in no mood to be trifled with.

His enswer to James's order, conveyed by Feversham,

to come and consult with him, was the arrest of Feversham
for travelling without a pass. Approach James himself,
he would not, and he was further resolved that the
fortunate circumstance of the King's flight should not

be spoiled by an unhappy accident. James, having first
fled of his own accord, must ﬁow flee at the Prince's
desire. He was too late to stop the King's return to
London; for James had already arrived there on the 16th;
but on the 17th December, the Prince summoned a meeting
of Peers at Windsor. He himself retired to allow them

to debate the situation, leaving the Marquess of Halifax,

(b) Burnet III 352.
Se-Necandey3T1 1227,
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who had joined him, to preside.(c¢) According to Halifax!'s

note, twelve were present during the secret discussioma(d)

(¢) Macaulay III 1227.

(d) The note is in Halifax's hand, in the Savile MSS. It is
undated.

"  Present.

D of Grafton
Ld Maclesfileld
Ld Wiltshire
Ld Delamere

Ld of Stamford
L4 North

Ld Churchill
L4 Mordaunt
L4 Carbury

L4 Clarendon
Ld Halifax

L4 Shrewsbury

1.4 Delamere moved the Tower
L4 Macklesfield the Same
L4 Stamford the same
Ld Mordaunt 2R
D of Grafton against 1t
L4 Churchill the game
L4 Shrewsbury - 2n

"Ld Clarendon said it would bear a debate whether

the K: should bee left at liberty.

"The whole thing told him, (William?) of what had
passed before hee came in.
"Heoe went and gave particular instructions about

the Avenues at Whitehall to the Conte of Solmes.
"A1l spoke against his going to any of his own houses,
"Would not do anything that might look like treating
him as a friend(?)

‘Baok of sheet)

Id Cla: went out &c.

“The debate of ?he 1ds who were for the §word
indecypherable) upon the g er sic) of the
Govt by the K:s going awa 288814884

"The Generell sense seemed for letting him go away
upon which Ld Cl. and as above"

(Endorsed) "Concerning the message to the K."
Mordaunt and Shrewsbury appear to have seconded, one
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A few of the lords suggested that the King should be
imprisoned in the Tower, but Grafton, Churchill and
Shrewsbury were against this, and, as William himself
afterwards declared, he knew that Mary could never bear
such treatment of her father, Clarendon gave it as his
opinion that it was a matter for debate whether the King
should be left at liberty or not, and Burnet charges him
with the suggestion that James should be imprisoned at
Breda.(e) But the general feeling of the meeting was
against treating James so harshly, although the lords
were unanimous in their decision that he should not be
permitted to go to any of his own houses. The simple
solution appeared to all of them to be that the King
should be allowed to go away again. For the moment Ham
was chosen as the most suitable place for him to lodge,
and on the Prince's rejoining them, they informed him

of their decision. There was some disposition to delay

matters while the discussion took place as to what should

the proposal to put James in the Tower, the other the
objection to it. Conceivably, however, Halifax may
have msent Q and not 2, in which case Shrewsbury!'s
attitude would remain unknown.

(e) Original Memoirs 303.
Burnet III 355 and note from Clarendon's Diary.
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be the procedure of the officers in the event of James's
escape; but here Shrewsbury came to the rescue with a
proposal that decision on that point should be postponed,
and a message was then arranged to be delivered to the
King.(f) The question having arisen as to who should
deliver 1t, William was determined that it should be

done by members of the Lords themselves. He accordingly
suggested Shrewsbury, Halifex and Delamere, and gave them
their orders in writing.(g) The three lords so selected
lost no time in writing to Middleton, begging to know
where they might find him to introduce them to the King.(h)
It was after midnight when they arrived at Whitehall,

(f) Clarendon's Diary. Dec.l7.

(g) William to Halifax, Shrewsbury and Delamere Dec.l7.1688 -
Savile MSS.
Copy in Shrewsbury's hand - Buccleuch MSS. 12th Report,
Ap.G. Lords MSS. 18.
Ap. to 7th Report Denbigh MSS. 228.
Clarke's Life of James. II 266.

(n) Letter from three Lords to Middleton. - Savile MSS.

"
uy m, t
There is a message to be delivered to his Ma®Y
from the prince, which is of great importance
that wee who are charged with it desire wee may
bee immediately admitted and therefore desire to
Imow where wee may find your LYP that you may

introduce
My 14,
Your L4PS most humble servants,
Halifeax,
Shrewsbury,

Delamer."
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Already Count Solmes, by the Prince's order, had forced
Lord Craven to dismiss the guards and had substituted

his own men.(a) The King had retired and was asleep

when Middleton came to tell him of the arrival of the
three lords; but on learning their business, he had them
called in; and they delivered the Prince's message.

James suggested that Rochester would be more convenient
than Ham, as the Prince had first desired him to remain
at Rochester. The three agreed to sound William on the
matter, and promised an answer by nine that morning, when,
they said, he must be ready to go. There was little
prospect of William's refusal, since Rochester presented
easier chances of escape. At nine the Lords returned
with the news of his consent, and the royal barge was

got ready. Halifax, no doubt smarting under the humiliation

he had received when he was one of the King's commissioners,

(a) According to Burnet, the Prince's order for the removal
of the English guards was given to Solmes by the three
lords, and Macpherson describes Shrewsbury and Delamere
as being with Solmes "in the park," although they did
not come up with him. But Halifax's note makes clear
that the order to Solmes came from William himself,
during the meeting of the peers.

Burnet III 357.

Macpherson I, 167,

Clarke II 264,

Charles Bertie to Danby . Lindsey MSS. 445.
Clarendon's Diary Dec.l7.
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was extremely brusque. He wished the King to keep out
of view by going over the river at Lambeth Ferry; but
Shrewsbury, with characteristic courtesy, supported
James's wish that the horse guards should be sent over
the bridge and meet him at Gravesend, while he embarked
at Whitehall.(b) The King remembered it to his credit
long afterwards.(c) A captain and a hundred of the
Dutch foot guards accompanied the royal barge. William
had stipulated that, but James also desired it.(4d)
That night he spent at Gravesend, snd the following day,
the 19th, arrived at Rochester. A little group of officers
were with him, and Sir John Talbot was one of them.(e)
At Rochester the guards were purposely 1ll-posted, so
obviously indeed that the King suspected that William
wished him to go. But his fear lest 1f he dld not go
of his own will, he might be sent by way of death, urged
the unhappy monarch to complete his own ruln. Hls wife
had written him from France begging that he should join
her, and though the letter had been intercepted, the Prince
took good care that 1t should be brought safely to Rochester.
(b) Clarke II 266-7.
Macpherson I. 167.
(c) Journal Nov.23 N.S.1700. Bucc.II 747.
"He (the Duke of Lauzun) began to tell me how kindly
King James had always taken the distingulshing civility
I had showed him when I was sent on the message.,"
(d) Stephen Fox to Mrs. Grsham. Dec.1l8. Bagot's MSS.329,.

(e) Clarke II 268.
Macpherson I.163.
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On the 23rd James made his escape, and set out from his
kingdom never to return. Christmas Day saw him arrived
at Ambleteuse, the snow on the ground.(f) The Revolution
was practically accomplished,

For Shrewsbury it had meant more than a revolt against
a political danger. It had meant also the completion of
that revolt against his early friends and education which
had begun with his change of faith. It had meant his
first serious step towards free action and self-determinatio
The friends and relations of his boyhood were, most of them,
in the opposite camp. In making his decision,he had left
behind even his politic guardian, the Marquess of Halifax;
and at the early age of twenty-elght was entitled to be
ranked as one of England's new leaders. When he came back
to London that December, he was no longer the unambitious,
suave young courtier of King Charlesfs day, but a statesman
with a new future before him,

The situation had its own domestic complications; for
he arrived in London to find two embarrassing visitors in
his house. Terrified by the fury of the mob, Lady
Shrewsbury and her sister, Lady Middleton, had taken refuge
there, and there Lady Middleton's child had been born.

(f) Burnet III 363.
James II to J.G. Dec.25. 0.S. Bagot's MSS, 329,
Clarke II 2689

Ne
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It was obviously impossible to move her, and so perforce
one of the seven saviours of the Protestant religion had
to harbour the Catholic wife of a loyalist, who, however
much he had disapproved of his master's foolish policy,
still thought himself "fetterd by great obligations and

a present Trust."(g)

(g) Middleton to Shrewsbury Dec.(date indecyphersble -
appears to be 17th.) endorsed "Ld Middletons Letter

to me." - Buccleuch MSS. Miscellaneous State Papers.vol.I.

London Dec: ye 17th(?)

"My Lord,

You can best bear witnesse how little I have
approvd of what has been acted in thls unfortunate
Reigne, but only have thought myself fetterd by
great obligations and a present Trust; however 1if
little things are vexatiously to be laid hold on,
none, that have been employd, can be secure; therefor
I begg y° favl of yr LAP, that by speaking to ye
prince & others, you would be pleased, assoon as can
be, to lett me know, if I may live safely and quletly
in England, this is all that In justice I can pretend
too, or can Reasonably expect. tho many children have
been begotten in y* house, yet ther is now one borne
in it, he shall Remaln in this state of paganisme,
t11l you come to Regenerate him, yT Mother & Aunt
tooke refuge against the tumults, they had cause
to apprehend, beleeving the destroying angell would
passe by: they could not well foresee that you should
be so soon in town, and therefor I hope you'llle
forgive ye trouble that one of them must put you too,

who cannott, for some tyme, be removd without endangering

her l1life, however if you had rather be at my Lodgings,

then in yr own appartment, you know you may freely

command them, and y* most faithfull humble servant
Middleton." _
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CHAPTER III

THE FIRST SECRETARYSHIP

Williem's intention in coming to England, as set
forth in his Declaration, was to see that a free and
legal Parliament was summoned. Not a word had been
said as to the Crown, far less any suggestion that
he should take possession of 1t, and had James retained
sufficient sense to realise the significance of this,
no revolution in the monarchy need have taken place;
but from the moment of Willlam's landing the King had
insisted that no Parliament could be free while an
invading army remained in the country, and had refused
to reissue writs so long as the Prince's forces were
in England. It is true that there can be little doubt
as to William's real viewswith regard to the Crown,
views shared in common with most of the English
fefugees. They peep at every turn from the pages of
Burnet.(a) Nevertheless, it would be wrong to assume

that the majority of Englishmen held these views.

(a) Burnet himself, however, at first considered a
Regency.
Clarke and Foxcroft 260-1,
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Just as many Anglican loyalists had found themselves
forced by circumstances into opposition to the King, so
many of these same loyalists were driven to adopt the
view that the throne was made vacant by James's flight
and could only be filled practicably by his son-in-law.
Events at the beginning of 1689 were marching inexorably
to put William on the throne; yet it 1s probably true

that of the Prince's supporters in England few had realised
immediately whither they were tending. When the promised
Parliament, or, more correctly, Convention, was assembled,
there was a substantial number of the opinion that
William really did hold the altruistic views that his
Declaration had expressed, and that he would gratefully
receive the position of Regent at thelr hands. Others
again, under Danby,(b) belleved that James having left

his kingdom, and the birth of the Prince of Wales being
suspicious, the Crown had devolved on Mary, who was as

yet in Holland, anxiously awaiting news of the expedition.

Her views on the matter were not at first known. As for

PRGN

William, he kept silent, so that even those who wished

only to satisfy him hardly knew how to proceed. Thus,

(b) Burnet III 395-4.
ﬁmmm4 ¢QMemoirs 308, "Danby, Shrewsbury, Sidney, and all
the moderate church of England men were for putting
both in the throne."
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though the Commons voted that King James, having broken
the original contract between king and people, had
abdicated the Government, and the throne was thereby
vacant, the Lords first considered whether there should
be a regency or a monarchy, aﬁd the regency vote was
defeated by only two volces. Further, on the followling
dey they proceeded to discuss whether there was an
original contract between king and people as the
Commons had declared. Next day they substituted the
word 'deserted! for 'abdicated,! and came to the really
significant polnt - Was the throne thereby vacant?
According to Danby's supporters 1t was not; according to
the Regency party it was not. The two together were too
strong for thelr opponents, so that the question was
negatived. About forty lords, however, among them the
Earl of Shrewsbury, entered their protests.(c) Nor
would the Commons  accept the Lords' amendments, sb that
matters might have been at a deadlock, but for the fact
that William at last made clear his wishes, Through one
of his Dutch friends(d), he let it be made known that he
(¢) Rapin II 785-793,

Lords Journals. 1689,

Lords MSS. 12th Report Ap.6 p.p.16-18, Shrewsbury was

teller for the minority on the question whether to

agree with the Compons that the throne was therebdb

vacant. Contents 53. Not Contents 54. (Feb.4 p.l7
(d) Cf. Mary Sandars!' "Mary II" 192 note.
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had no wish to be "his wife's gentleman usher,"
Meanwhile, Burnet was assiduously spreading the news
of Mary's intention never to act save in concert with
her husband, a statement which Mary's reply to Danby's
enquiries fully bore out; for she showed the latter
how much she resented any attempt to "set up a divided
interest" between herself and the Prince.(e) And lest
there should still remein doubt on the quéstion, William
gt last sent for Halifax, Danby and Shrewsbury, and told
them plainly that, if there was to be a Regent, he would
not be that Regent, nor would he hold the throne by his |
wife'!s apron-strings. Unless he were given the govern-
ment in his own person, and that for 1life, "he would go
back to Holland, and meddle no more in their affairs.®
He concluded with the plaln suggestion that left no \
room for doubts as to his wish for the Crown, that he
thought the Princess Anne's issue should be preferred
in the succession to any 1ssue he might have by another
wife than Mary.(f) This plain speaking undoubtedly was
the reason for the woting in the Lords when the question
of the vacancy of the throne came up for the third time.
The Commons' original vote was approved, and from that

it was a natural step to declaring William and Mary

(e) Burnet III 393, 397,
(f) Burnet III 395-6.
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King and Queen, Halifax wes a lone voice, crying for
William without Mary; his proposal outraged too many
feelings to have any chance of support.(g)

Throughout, Shrewsbury had voted with the idea of
making William and Mary joint King and Queen.(h)
His steady support had been a great help to William
in the Convention debates, and he had helped to shelve
the discussion of the Prince of Wales in relation to
the Crown by pointing out that the Prince of Orange's
Declaration had not sald the infant was spurious,’but
suspicious, yet James's party had not taken pains to
convince them to the contrary.(a) Marks of William's
favour were not slow to come. Already, at the beginning
of January, he and Oxford and Lumley had been restored

to the regiments from which they had been dismissed.(b)

(g) Burnet III 390-2.

Halifax was not seconded (Rapin II 794), but Burnet
says many of the Republican party approved.
Original Memolirs 308.
Memoirs of Publick Transactions 27-8.

Lapthorne to Coffin Jan.l1l.1689. Portledge 56.
Cf. however Spencer House Journals in Foxcroft's
Halifax IT Ap.205-6.

"Mar.28 Sgld hee would raise Reg®® but not give the
command of them to Lds.

Note, hee hath taken those away which the Lds.

had first raised."
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His rise to the Secretaryship soon afterwards, however,
he really owed to the good offices of the Marquess of
Halifax; for William was extremely doubtful of the
appointment, possibly because of the Earl's youth.
Halifax noted in his Journal, under the date February 14,
1688, this conversation with the King.

g"Said, I am a young King, and a young Secretary and
that he required my help - Mdm hee made a good deal of
objection to the making Ld Shrewsbury Secretary, when
I mooved him to him."(c)

He was a very young King, indeed, so far as the
duration of his office was concerned, for the offer of
the Crown had been made to him only the day before.

As for the Secretary, he was sworn in the Privy Council
that very day, and his warrant was not issued until
the 8th of March.(d)

In his choice of ministers, the new King endeavoured
to satlsfy both parties. Whigs and Tories had invited
him over, therefore both Whigs and Tories must be
represented in the Government. Danby as President of

the Council was an obvious choice. He had both engineered

(c) Poxcroft II Ap. 204.

(d) Luttrell I 502.
Doyle.
12th Report Ap.6. p.179.
Cal.S.P.Dom.
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the Revolution, and taken his share in the fulfilling
of it.(e) Mordaunt, who had been the first to suggest
invasion to William, was -made Flrst Lord of the Treasury,
which was put in commission. Devonshire became Lord
Steward; Delamere for a short time Chancellor of the
Exchequer; Herbert appeared at the head of the Admiralty;
Shrewsbury was one of the Secretaries. These were all
rewards for services. But the Tory, Nottingham, who
had drawn back, was the other Secretary; and Halifax,
who had somehow fallen between the two parties, was made
Lord Privy Seal, with sufficient influence to persuade
the King to advance his protége, Shrewsbury. Some lesser
offices the King reserved for his own followers. Bentinck,
created Earl of Portland in April, was officially Groom
of the Stole, unofficially considerably more.
Auverquerque was Master of the Horse. There was no
attempt here at party government,

The appointment of the Earl of Shrewsbury was on
the whole a popular one. The only real objection to it
was on the score of his youth; for in every other respect
he showed himself fitted to the task. That remarkable
charm of character which made people refer to him as

the King of Hearts stood him in good stead, whether in

(e) Burnet III 278, 284.
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dealing with applicants for offices or irate captains
of troops. It won him also the devoted support of all
who worked under him. If one fact stands out more
clearly than any other in his life, it is that he was

a good master, both to hls personal servants and to

the clerks in his office. Burnet testifies that during
his term of office, he never heard'anyone complain of
him except for his sillent and reserved answers; nor,

he further says, did the indiscretions of those who
swarmed round him seeking places ever draw from him
one passionate word.(f) In addition, he who had

until James's reign appeared as an indolent man of
pleasure, devoted himself asslduously to business.

No one after a study of the letters he wrote and
received could question that he was a hard worker,
Ailesbury records in his Memoirs how Shrewsbury told
him that he left his subordinates to do the work, and
himself only signed the letters.(g) But this self-
depreciatory remark from a man who drafted and rewrote
much of his correspondence in his own hand, must not be

taken too seriously, During the first Secretaryship

(f) Burnet I1I 276, IV 3.
Original Memoirs 288,
Macky'!s Secret Memoirs,

(g) Cf. Burnet - "he applied himself to business with
great diligence;" and Original Memoirs 313 =-"Shrewsbury
was the best beloved of the whole minlstry, and deserved.
to be so; there lay no prejudice against him but that 3
of his youth, which was soon overcome by his great
application and wonderful temper,"
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he attended in his office at Whitehall, in Parliament,
at the Privy Council Committee meetings, at the Irish
Committees, with unfailing regularity.(h) With attention
to business, also, he combined great tact in pursuing it.
Small wonder that the King, having once realised
Shrewsbury's merits, felt that-he could hardly do without
him. Where William's blunt orders roused ill-feeling,
the Secretary was able to smooth by a courteous and
tactful letter. Orders were conveyed in such a way
that those commanded might well have imagined that
the King felt deeply in their debt.(a)

Other marks of honour were shown the Earl during
the year 1689; for iIn March he was made Lord Lieutenanﬁ
of County Hertford during the minority of the young Earl
of Essex, and also Lord Lieutenant of hls home county
of Worcester, in April Lord Lieutenant of Hereford and
of North Wales.(b) At the coronation that month of the
new King and Queen, he held the curtana as he had done
for James.(c) In May, the Governors of the Charterhouse,
among whom were the distinguished names of Halifax and
Rochester, wishing to elect a new governor in place of

the exiled Sunderland, made Shrewsbury their cholce.(d)

(h) Lords Journals 1689, 1690 passim.

Lords MSS. 12th Report Ap.6. p.p. 167, 168, 179,
(a) Cal.S.P,Dom., passim.
(b) Cal.S.P,Dom.1689, March 16. March 30,

Doyle.

Luttrell I 513. II 340, r
(c) Coronation Volume 1083(c) p.27. Lambeth Palace Library:

(d) MSS. of Lord Edmund Talbot 313 (Fitzalan Papers).
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A great variety of work passed through the Secretary's
office. On the 12th of March, King James landed in
Ireland, which was holding out under Tyrconnel, and
the state of that country soon gave England much anxiety;
for to the English the continental war, which was formally
declared a month later, mattered as little beside the
danger nearer home. In consequences of these disturbances,
it was difficult to move freely about the country, and
the Secretary's pass was required before a journey of
any great length could be made. Troops were sent up to
Chester and quartered there until they could be embarked
at Neston for Ireland. Meanwhile, little boats plied
between Wales, Wirral and Ireland, carrying unauthorised
letters and persons, Much of the correspondence from the
Secretary's office dealt with thlis and similar pin-pricks.
SQSpected persons had to be examined. Paplsts were to be
carefully watched; but at the same time it was necessary
to restrain the zeal of the military, who seized Papists!
horses instead of buying them elsewhere. To seize the
horses was perfectly legitimate, but not for the soldiers
to do it.(e) The work occasionally had its humourous

side, as when, a search having been made of a suspected

(e) Cal. S. P. Dom. 1689 passim.
Portland II 161.
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person's documents, little was found but love letters.
If the soldiers took advantage of the populace, the
people none the less took advantage of the soldiers,
as an indignant letter from the Earl of Drogheda to
Shrewsbury shows.

"They sell drink here (at Chester) by what measure
they please, contrary to law, so that they make our men
pay two pence for a little more than a pint of ale,
which common soldiers cannot afford ----- we pay ready
money for all we eat and drink in this town, yet they
cannot endure a soldier: they flatly refused quartering
us upon our first marching in, and had not Ld. Delamere
assisted us, we had not got quarters that night."(f)

Soldiers at this time were belng freely quartered
upon the people, just as horses belonging to quite
innocent persons were sometimes seized; and herevit is
interesting to note how Shrewsbury in his position of
Secretary was able to protect his own relations.
Middleton, his uncle by marriage, and Bridges, hils step-
father, were both given a protection order from his office,
while speclal care was taken of the old Earl of Cardigan,

who, as a Catholic, was subjected even in his own county

(f) Drogheda to Shrewsbury June 25, 1689, Cal. S. P. Dom.165.
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to indignities.(g)

If the work in the Secretary's office was varied during
the months of settlement after William was made king, it
was also arduous: but perquisites and privileges were many,
for every promotion and every pass went through the office.
Shrewsbury himself estimated the employment as "worth near
ten thousand pound a year,"(h) and at the beginning of
1690 the King made him also a speclal grant of five
hundred guineas from the secret service money as a "free
gift."(a) But to say, as Ailesbury said, that Shrewsbury's
whole thought was to reimburse himself for the money he
had expended to bring about the Revolution 1s to ignore
the facts.(b) He could have had much more both of wealth
and honour throughout his life, than he ever chose to
grasp. Far from showing a desire for further gain, he
was more eager to withdraw from the responsibilities of

office than to turn a comfortable into an opulent existence.

(g) Cal. S.P.Dom. 1689.
March 20, Exemption for Earl of Middleton and George
Bridges.
March 22, Exemption for George Bridges.
April 2. Warrant excusing Earl and Countess of Cardigan
from attending the Coronation.
April 6. Protection order to Earl of Cardigan, etc.
May 7. See Postscript. Shrewsbury to Bridges.
(h) Buccleuch MSS.
(a) Rawlinson A 306. Jephson's Secret Service Account Book.
(b) Ailesbury Memoirs 130.
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He soon found that the work was not congenial to him. With
apparent good-humour he listened to the throng of place-
seekers that daily plied him for promises, secretly hating
the task; and spent long hours in the Secretary's office
while his heart rebelled at the enforced labour and

longed for leisure to live his life according to his own
planning, rather than in a routine of dutlies to the Svate.
Some sense of shame must have overcome him in the early
days of the new reign, when through his offlce passed a
warrant for the arrest of his old friend and kinsman, Sir
John Talbot, who did not immediately make his peace with
the Government.(c) For one of Shrewsbury's family, indeed,
the Secretaryship was the least enviable of offices. His
position was not made easier by the fact that his health
was poor,. By the summer of 1689 he was complaining of
having fits.(d) Gone was the boy who used to be "merry
and well,"(e) and in his place there was gradually to
appear the Shrewsbury of sickly body and unhappy mind,

who was never afterwards quite to shake off his hypochon-

driaecal complaints. He suffered also from a serious

(¢) Cal. S. P, Dom, 1689 March 1.
(d) Shrewsbury to William Aug.27. 1689 Coxe 6.

Cf. Shrewsbury to Macclesfield (infra).

and Shrewsbury to Nottingham July 12, Finch MSS. II 226,
(e) Bucc.II 19,
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disability in the loss of his eye, which had become so
diseased as to necessitate its removal almost ten years
previously.(f) To a man of his sensitive nature, the
deformity must have afflicted him to nearly the same
degree as the inconvenience: but it was no light
inconvenience to a Principal Secretary of State, and
History has perhaps not fully appreciated this drawback
under which Shrewsbury carried on private studles and
public duties.(g)

His first period of office was made harder, because
of the fact that he and Nottingham failed to look on
business from the same point of view. Their differences
of opinion especially complicated the making of Crowm
appointments, and Shrewsbury declared that Nottingham
found means to overrule his own suggestions. So early
as July he was openly resentful of his fellow-Secretary!'s
attitude. "Having, according to my duty, presented a
list of persons I concelved fit to serve His Majesty as
judges and attornies in Wgles," he complained to Lord

Macclesfield, "the Lord Nottingham, taking advantage of

(f) Sidney Diary I 239 and II 62. Letters of Jan.6 and Mayf1680.
(g) "Reading is bad, and writeing much worse on occasion,"
.he afterwards described it to Stepney. - June 28. 1704
Warner 119.
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your Lordship's and my own indisposition, has endeavoured
that no person should serve in the place to which I
recommended." (h)

The King was the more ready to take the older man's
advice, since he was by nature autocratic, and Nottingham
was a keen supporcer of the prerogative., If he could not
find a King to his 1liking, he had at least found a King
for his theories, and these theories left no room for the
more republican ideas of the younger Whigs.(a) At no
period could Shrewsbury have been called a Whig militant,
but he was at this perliod recognised as one of the Whig
leaders, worked hand in hand with them, and was no supporter
of unlimited royal prerogative, In common with others of
his party, he received a rude shock when he discovered how
decided Willlam'siviews on kingship were. No Tory High
Ghurchman had higher views than the King on the degree of
confidence a King ought to have in his subjects, and the
restrictions and limitations on royal authority, which
for the Whigs were the logical outcome of the Revolution,

seemed at times to William almost more than he could endure.

(h) Shrewsbury to Macclesfield July 23. 1689, Cal.S.P.Dom.195,
(a) Burnet IV 4-5. 25,
Original Memoirs 290, 314.
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The King was soon to find, what in the common union
of oppositlon to James had not been at first obvious, that
party feeling in England meant more than a mere name, that
a divided ministry meant divided counsels, and the natural
result was that no work was done. Even by the end of May,
he had begun to feel the strain of pulling both ways, for
he confided to Halifax that he would not have two Secretaries
in Scotland, "to have one advise him one thing and the other
to another."(b) More and more he began to lean towards
the Tories, while the disgust of the Whigs in consequence
grew greater. At every turn they had found themselves
thwarted. Very wisely, the King had not allowed the
revengefulness of the more bitter among them to have 1ts
way. Thus the discussion of grievances of King Charles's
time was shelved, and the attack on his Tory minlsters was
not allowed to go farther.(c) But Whigs of quite moderate
principles also felt themselves slighted, and complained
bitterly, like Shrewsbury, that Danby, now Marquess of
Cermarthen, and Nottingham, the former of whom had already
a somewhat unscrupulous record, the latter a tardy convert

to the Revolution, were preferred before them.(d)

(D) Foxcroft II Ap.2i8.

(c) Shrewsbury was one of those who supported William in
his decision not to discuss grievances of King Charles's
time,

Burnet III 309.
(d) Original Memoirs 340,
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To add to Shrewsbury's difficulties, Dr. Wynne, the
under-secretary in his office, was discovered to be
carrying on treasonable cérrespondence with James's
supporters. James Vernon, at that time apparently a clerk,
was also suspected, though with what reason it is hard to
say.(e) Suspicion fell on the office, and Wynne was
eventually turned out.(f) This combination of circumstances
was too much for the Secretary'!s equanimity. At the end
of August he wrote begging the King to accept the seals.,
He pleaded ill-health and his naturally “lazy temper® -
the phrase must not be taken too seriously when applied
to his own inclinetions by a man of his industry - but
he made clear also how disgusted he was at the delays in
the King's business that brought everything to a stand.
He reminded William that he had not sought the position
of Secretary.(g) Probably the history of the appointment
was a secret between the King and Halifax. Expressing
amazement at this wish to resign, the King lmmediately
despatched Portland to persuade the Earl to retain ofrice.(h)i
But again his Secretary begged that he might retire. 1In |
his sensitive way, Shrewsbury had magnified the suspicions

) Foxeroft II Ap. 225. 226.

Shrewsbury to William Sept.l. 1689. Coxe 10.

Portland III 440. A Harley to her father. Sept.l4,1689,
Shrewsbury to William Aug.27. Coxe 6-9,

Shrewsbury to William Sept.l. supra.
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agalnst Wynne and Vernon, into a reflection on his own
conduct, and even put this forward as a reason for his
retiral, It was with the greatest difficulty that he was
persuaded to remain in office.(a)

The complaint that he made in his letter of 27th
August was exactly the complalnt that William also had
to make., No business was belng done. Time was being
wasted in factlousness, instead of in settling the
succession and pursuing the wars. When Parliament met
again in the autumn, a new grievance awalted the King on
the question of a settlement for the Princess Anmne.
Without first consulting the King and Queen, Anne, urged
by the Marlboroughs, endeavoured through the House of
Commons to have an annulty of seventy thousand pounds

settled upon her. The Committee rejected this large sum,

and William; anxious to stifle further talk, sent Shrewsbury
to Marlborough to propose that fifty thousand a year should
be given to Anne of the royal bounty, and offering also to
pay her debts. Lady Marlborough, however, would have none
of this. Lady Fltzharding, one of the Villiers sisters,

was then sent to the Countess to try the effects of her

persuasions, but Sarah was adamant, and flnally Shrewsbury

(a) Shrewsbury to William Sept.4.
William to Shrewsbury Sept.5. Coxe 13.
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himself was sent to treat with her.(b) We have the
account from the lady herself,.(c)

"A day or two before it was put to the vote in the
house of Commons, I was extremely surprised by a message
from the Duke of Shrewsbury,(d) who, as he did not visit
me, sent to desire to speak with me about business. When
he came he told me That he was sent by the King, who
promised to give the Princess 50,000 1. a year, if she
would desist from sollliciting the settvlement by parliament,
and that he was confident his majesty would keep his word:
That if he did not, he was sure he would not serve him an
hour after he broke it. I said, that such & resolution
might be very right as to his grace, but that I did not
see it would be of any use to the Princess, if his
Majesty should not perform the promise."

Lady Marlborough then suggested that Shrewsbury should
himself speak to Anne; but with the Princess he had no
more success. Supported by her favourites, she merely
replied that she would let the matter go on, and "see
what her friends could do for her." Anne's friends -
Rochester and the Speaker of the Commons were managing
{5} Doebner 17-18. .

Conduct of the Dychess.,

(c) Conduct of the Duchess 33.
(d) Shrewsbury was not, of course, Duke until 1694,
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the matter - were not able to get for her quilte what she
and the Churchills wanted, but they succeeded in having an
annuity of fifty thousand pounds settled upon her, while
the King's revenues were voted only from year to year.(e)
It was the Tories who had set up Anne agalinst the
King: the Whigs were further to irritate him by delaying
the Act of Indemnity that he was striving for; and by
endeavouring to have the Corporation Bill passed, with
ius Sacheverell clause that meant the virtual exclusion
of the Tories from the corporations. Meanwhile, Nottingham
and the Church party (f) were advising a dissolution of
rarliaement, promising in return that if a Tory majority
prevailed in the Commons, business would be more
satisfactorily carried through. The intention was to
prorogue Parliament for a long period, and then to
dissolve it. In pursuance of this idea, the King sent
Portland to ask Shrewsbury to compose the royal speech to
be delivered when Parliament was prorogued,(g) but he
received an indignant letter from his Secretary, dated

December 22nd, in which, declining to put any such speech

(o) Doebner 26.
Conduct of the Duchess 34,
Burnet IV 162-4; 23-4,

(f) Original Memoirs 338.

(g) For the practice of composing the royal speeches.
Cf Morgan's Political pParties 298, citing Hardwicke's
note in Cowperts Diary. Somers composed Williams's
later speeches,
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in writing, Shrewsbury begged his sovereign not to
prejudice his affalrs by a lengthy prorogation.

"I think Your Majesty does not suspect me," he
continued, "to be so violently biassed to either of
these parties as not to see the faults of both, and the
dangers that may likely ensue in joining with each of
them. I wish you could have established your party upon
the moderate and honest principled men of both factions;
but as there be a necessity of declaring, I shall make
no difficulty to own my sense, that your majesty and
the government are much more safe depending upon the
whigs, whose designs, if any against, are improbable
and remoter than with the tories, who many of them,
questionless would bring in king James, and the very
best of them, I doubt, have a regency still in their
heads; for though I agree them to be the properest instru-
ments to carry the prerogative high yet I feaf they have
so unreasonable a veneration for monarchy, as not altogether
to approve the foundation yours is built upon. I hope, Sir,
you will excuse this plain dealing, from a man that means
your service honestly and heartlily, and rather chooses to

expose himself to your censure for these lines, than to the
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remorse of his own conscience, for having writ a speech
to a purpose, absolutely disagreeing with his own
opinion."(h)

William's hand wes stayed for the moment, but not
for long. In the bitterness of his dissatisfaction, he
even consldered abandoning his kingdom to the Queen, who,
poor soul, knew nothing of the intention, and returning
to Holland.(a) Burnet, who tells the story, had it from
Shrewsbury, who with Carmarthen and some others, was
summoned to hear the King's plans., The lords succeeded
in dissuading him, but not before tears had been shed.
England, where, he sald, the Commons had used him like
a dog,(b) had become intolerable to William. He was
determined that at least he would get away from 1t to
prosecute the war in Ireland, and from this the Whigs
could not turn him. Proroguing Parliament on the 27th
of January, he made his intention known to the country.(c)
The prorogation was soon followed by a dissolution, and

in the new Parliament which met in March,'as Carmarthen

(h) Coxe l1l4.
Coxe, and the later bilographers of Shrewsbury, have,
I think, missed the point of this letter.

(a) Burnet IV 71,

(b) Foxcroft II Ap. 207.

(c) Doebner 22,
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and Nottingham had predicted, a Tory majority was assured.
A few changes took place also in the ministry. Halifax,
tired of being baited by both sides, had resigned, and
the Privy Seal was put in commission. Sir John Lowther
replaced Mordaunt as First Lord of the Treasury. Tories
were admitted into the commission for the Lieutenancy of
London, although Shrewsbury opposed Nottingham in this
matter.(d) The Whigs were further annoyed because the
King desired them to drop the Abjuration Bill, which was
indeed rejected on the second reading, Clarges argulng
significantly that the providence of God ought not to be
limitedi(e)

Shrewsbury had been foremost in urging on the
Abjuration, and its fallure caused him to reiterate his
request to resign.(f) Halifax out of office, he had lost
the support of the man perhaps nearest to him in politics.
;n common with the other Whig leaders he was openly
aggrieved, complained bitterly of the -King's inattention
to business, of the success of Carmarthen's counsels as

against his own, and was with difficulty restralned from

(d) Burnet IV 73.
(e) E. Harley to his father, April 26. 1690. Portland III 447,
(f) Burnet IV 81.
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bursting in upon the King in a passion to return the seals.
Tillotson, sent by William to try the effect of his
persuasions, could not alter Shrewsbury's determlination:

he wished to be oul of office, and four or five times
carried the seals to the royal closet, only to be forced

to take them back again.(g) He would not even await the
end of the Parliamentary session, but, accompanied by
Wharton, who had first introduced the Abjuration Bill,

and who was equally chagrined at its reception, he left
London at the beginning of May. Before golng to his country
house, he and Wharton proceeded to Newmarket, for the two
friends were keenly interested in racing.(h) Significantly
he left the seals in his office.(a)

(g) Ibld 8l-2.
Luttrell II 35.
Portledge 71.

(h) The recent biography, "Charles Talbot Duke of Shrewsbury"
(p.48) says - "he retired to his countrx house near
Newmarket, accompanied by Lord Wharton. This I take to
be a misreading of Luttrell - "the lord Shrewsbury
went to his country house by Newmarket," that is, by
way of Newmarket. Shrewsbury had not, that I can
discover, any house at Newmarket. The fact that he
usually stayed with either Godolphin or Russell supports
this belief, His famlly seats were Grafton near
Worcester and Pepperhill, at Albrighton; and his
country residence at Eyford he apparently had on a lease.
It was not, of course, Lord Wharton who accompanied
Shrewsbury, but Thomas Wharton, his son.

(a) Luttrell says it was not known whether he would act again.
Cf. Finch MSS.II 278, 279. May.9. May 12.
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William was both angry and disappointed. To Halifax
he expressed his annoyance, especlally at the reason
Shrewsbury had offered for his conduct, that he could
not concur in the King's measures.(b) It seemed to
William both foolish and ungrateful, and he, at any
rate, blamed it on the fact that he had followed
Carmarthen's advice and not Shréwsbury's in a dispute
between the two. But he still believed that he would
be able to persuade Shrewsbury to retain his office,
and in his instructions to the Queen before setting
out for Ireland recommended him as one who might be
entirely trusted.(c) Much to the astonishment of Mary,
who had not known of his Intention to resign, the seals
were delivered by Admiral Russell's hands the day before
the King left London.(d) Shrewsbury, his vitality lowered
by work and anxiety, had fallen dangerously 111, so 111l
that when Portland arrived to remonstrate with him, he
found him too weak to turn himseif in bed, and for very

plty left him to struggle back to strength in peace.

(B, Foxcrm 1I Ap02500

(c) Doebner 28,

(d) Clarendon's Diary June 3.
Doebner - 28,
This 1s not incompatible with a later visit from
Portland, as Coxe seems to think - Note in Coxe 17.
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A month had passed before he was even able to walk the
length of his room.(e)

For some time, however, his mind was still tormented
by the problems of his short term of office, and the
retirement on which he had insisted, while he brooded
on the fact that those who did not know him were misjudging
him for leaving the King's service. The draft of a curious
letter, which he must originally have meant to send to the
King, remalns among his papers. Perhaps it was never sent
to anyone, but served only to relleve a mind tortured with
sensitive misgivings. It is full of agitated erasures.

"It may seem strange to many who have remarqued ?%gr
Maiestyis(f) goodnesse in bestowing a place upon me of
soe great honour and profitt, how I come to be soe wanting
to my self and ?%3 to quitt what 98& gave with soe partiall
kindnesse and I received as the greatest mark of it I doe
not doubt but there are very many who elither out of love
to malice or hatred to me will construe this as if I were
withdrawing my self from an approaching storm, and playing
the part elither of & scoundrill or doublehearted man, but I

hope and thinck your maiestys affairs are not in soe

(e) Shrewsbury to Somers Sept.22. 1697, Coxe 496,
Cf. Downshire I 346,

(f) There are many other alterations in the original,
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desperate a condition to invite even the most cautious to
such a game, and for my unsigncerity I defend that the
actions of my life past and to come wlll vindicate me
from soe foul an aspersion, it will then be asked what
may be the ocasion of soe suddaine a retreat

"first that the constant attendance upon busynesse is
what I have been soe little used to and am soe unfitt for
that I immagine between disuse and incapacity such an
employment is more burthensome to me, then 1t willl be
to many of quicker parts and greater application

"Zdly that noe private consideration ought to make
a man loose the pleasure and satisfaction of his 1life is
%? gg circggggggces, ineasy at the trouble that attends
a great expence, and has estate sufficient for what he has
a pleasure to spend, the tolle and torture of soe much
busynesse 1s a good bargalne to none but those who are
fond either of ambition experience(?) or money

n2d1lY phe sollicitations of poeple who deserve well and
think they deserve better, who belleve it is in the power
of a man 1in great employement to gett any thing he will
ask for them is an ineasynesse one cannott comprehend till

one has experienced, if they obtalne what they pretend to

all 1s well for a time and they think they have their due,
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but if they are disappointed or soe much as delayed, then
immediately they raile at those at2 first theyl chose for
their Patrons and accuse them of neglect unfriendliness
and perhaps corruption, soe that by all your palnes you
gaine noe more frieinds then you can preferr poeple above
what they esteim thelr own desert, but all those that are
not preferred according to the same partiall calculation
think themselves ill used by all they immagine have any
creditt with the King.

"There are a multitude more of particulars of the same
nature that might be enumerated, but I am sensible to mgst
people will seem very frivolous reasons for quitting an
employment worth near ten thousand pound a year, but as
they are not equall iudges of the value I sett upon my
ease, soe I am as incompetent a ludge of the prise they
sett upon money, all that a thing of this nature is
reducible to 1s that since men must live for themselves
they ought to be thelr own chusers in what manner they will
doe it, and as I will never blame nor despise any body I
think honest and morall, soe I would ask but doe not
expect the same quarcver from others till I am found

defective in one of those great dutys."(g)

(g) Draft Letter - Bound up with Duke of Shrewsbury's Remarks
on Various Books., vol. III - Buccleuch MSS.




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































