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FORMGESCHICHTE, ESCHATOLOGY, and th e  LIFE o f  JESUS.

(A) INTRODUCTION.

The L i f e  o f  J e s u s  .

To modern minds i t  seem s s t r a n g e  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  l i f e  

o f  J e s u s  d id  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a prob lem  u n t i l  l a s t  c e n t u r y .  We 

a r e  so  a c cu sto m ed  t o  r e g a r d in g  t h i s  as the f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  C h r i s t 

i a n i t y ,  t o  r e f e r r i n g  a l l  t h e o l o g i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  b a ck  t o  t h e  

q u e s t i o n :  What t h i n k  y e  o f  C h r is t?  t h a t  i t  a p p ea r s  p a r a d o x ic a l

to  m a in ta in  t h a t  u n t i l  a c o m p a r a t iv e ly  r e c e n t  d a t e  p r a c t i c a l l y  

no i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  was e v in c e d  a t  a l l .

I t  r e q u i r e s  l i t t l e  r e f l e c t i o n  t o  show t h a t  u n t i l  th e  

R e fo r m a tio n  su ch  a s i t u a t i o n  was bound t o  p r e v a i l .  J e s u s  was 

th e  Son o f  God, H is V ic a r  r e ig n e d  on e a r t h ,  His power and a u t h o r 

i t y  w ere v e s t e d  i n  th e  Pope, th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  th e  Church was t h e  

p le d g e  o f  a l l  t h a t  sh e  c la im e d  f o r  Him. H e r e t i c s  t h e r e  w ere  who 

d o u b ted  H is D i v i n i t y ,  b u t  th e  F a i t h  proved  s t r o n g e r  th a n  i t s  

a g g r e s s o r s  and dogm atism  s i l e n c e d  e v e r y  c r i t i c .

That t h e r e  w ere  docum ents b e h in d  th e  Church*s f a i t h  p r o f e s 

s i n g  t o  g i v e  an a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  e a r t h l y  l i f e  o f  J e s u s  was s e c o n d a r y  

to  th e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  t h a t  a u t h o r i t y  r e p o se d  n o t  t h e r e  b u t  i n  t h e  

A p o s t o l i c  S e e .

The i n t e n s i f i e d  s tu d y  o f  t h e  g o s p e ls  t h a t  was c a l l e d  f o r t h  

by t h e  R e fo r m a t io n ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  th e  t r a n s f e r e n c e  o f  a u t h o r i t y  t o  

Holy S c r i p t u r e ,m i g h t  h o w ev er  have w rought a c h a n g e .  But in  f a c t



i t  d id  n o t ,  f o r  on th e  w h o le  t h e  R eform ers  t o o k  o v e r  t h e  

C a t h o l i c  p o i n t  o f  v ie w  b o th  a s  t o  d o c t r i n e  and as  t o  th e  

v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  g o s p e l s  as  h i s t o r i c  d o c u m en ts .

In  th e  b a r r e n  d a y s  o f  o r th o d o x y  t h a t  s u c c e e d e d ,  g o s p e l  

s tu d y  r e a c h e d  a lo w  ebb su ch  as  i t  had n e v e r  known i n  t h e  d ays  

o f  Roman d o m in a t io n :  v e r b a l  i n s p i r a t i o n  was e m p h a s is e d ,  h arm on ies  

w ere c o n c o c t e d ,  e v e r y t h i n g  was done to  prod u ce  a u n i f i e d  p i c t u r e  

o f  J e s u s  in  w h ic h  a l l  th e  g o s p e l  m a t e r i a l  s h o u ld  f i n d  a p l a c e .

T h is  j i g - s a w  t h e o l o g y  c la im e d  t o  h a v e  d isp o se d  once  and f o r  a l l  

o f  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  g o s p e l  c r i t i c i s m :  t h e y  had p i e c e d  

t o g e t h e r  th e  v a r io u s  a c c o u n t s  and fou nd  t h a t  t h e  d i s c r e p a n c i e s  

were o n ly  a p p a r e n t .

Y e t  i t  was t h i s  v e r y  a t te m p t  a t  a harmony w h ic h  p roved  

t h e i r  u n d o in g .  For many f e l t  t h a t  i f  a c o n s i s t e n t  r e c o r d  w ere  

t o  b e  p r o v id e d ,  a l t e r a t i o n s  h e r e  and t h e r e  i n  th e  n a r r a t i v e  w ould  

be e s s e n t i a l .  By rem ovin g  s u p e r f lu o u s  m a t e r i a l  th e  p u rp o se  o f  

r e d u c in g  th e  g o s p e ls  t o  a common d e n o m in a to r  w ould  be im m easu rab ly  

f u r t h e r e d .  T h is  a s  w i l l  be s e e n  was th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  e n d ,  o r  

on a n o th e r  v ie w  th e  f i r s t  s t e p  fo r w a r d .

N e v e r t h e l e s s  i t  i s  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  e v e n t s  d id  n o t  move more 

r a p i d l y  and that more sw e e p in g  a t t a c k s  on t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  

g o sp e ls  w ere n o t  made. Perhaps i t  i s  t o  be  a c c o u n te d  f o r  by th e  

in b o rn  r e s p e c t  f o r  S c r i p t u r e ,  th e  a b se n c e  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  methods  

o f  a p p ro a c h ,  or th e  f e a r  o f  a t o t a l  c o l l a p s e  o f  t h e o l o g y .  What

e v e r  be th e  r e a s o n  i t  i s  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  u n t i l  S t r a u s s 1 " L ife  o f  

J e s u s "  in  1 8 3 5 ,  th e  g o s p e l s  were r e g a r d e d  more or  l e s s  i n  th e



same l i g h t  a s  t h e y  had a lw a y s  b e e n .

In  s p i t e  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  r a t i o n a l i s t s  and s u p e r n a t u r a l 

i s t s  fo u g h t  b i t t e r l y  o v e r  th e  q u e s t i o n  o f  m ir a c l e s  and g e n e r a l  

c r e d i b i l i t y ,  t h e y  ap p ro a ch ed  t h e  prob lem  o f  J e s u s  r a t h e r  from  a 

d o g m a tic  s t a n d p o i n t ,  and assum ed t h a t  t h e y  w ere c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  a 

f i x e d  body o f  m a t e r i a l  on w h ich  t h e y  w ere  o b l i g e d  t o  t a k e  o p p o s in g  

s i d e s .

S t r a u s s *  " L ife "  u sh e r e d  in  a new ep o ch  i n  g o s p e l  s t u d y .

H is w ork , b a s e d  a s  i t  was on a H egelian  a t t e m p t  to  f i n d  a mean

b etw een  s u p e r n a t u r a l i s m  and r a t i o n a l i s m ,  was in d e b t e d  i n  t h e  

l a s t  r e s o r t  n e i t h e r  t o  t h e o l o g y  n or  c r i t i c i s m .

I t s  d e f e c t  was t h a t  h i s  a t t e m p t  t o  f i n d  th r o u g h o u t  th e  

n e c e s s a r y  t h e s e s  and a n t i t h e s e s  put t o o  g r e a t  a s t r a i n  on th e  

r e s o u r c e s  o f  th e  g o s p e ls  and sh a rp e n e d  th e  c o n t r a s t s  u n n e c e s s a r i l y .  

I t s  m e r i t  was t h a t  t h i s  c o n t r a s t  f i r s t  e x p r e s s e d  by him i n  term s  

o f  "John or S y n o p t ic s ? "  b rou gh t i n t o  b e in g  th e  most p r o d u c t iv e  

p e r io d  o f  c r i t i c i s m  l a s t  c e n t u r y ,  w h ich  ended  i n  th e  e s t a b l i s h 

ment o f  th e  t w o - s o u r c e  th e o r y  as  a p r e lu d e  to  a l l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .

T his  * g o ld e n  age* o f  L iv e s  o f  J e s u s  b u r s t  i n t o  ren ew ed

a c t i v i t y  w i t h  th e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  R en a n 's  V ie  de J e s u s  i n  1863  

and l a s t e d  i n t o  th e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  By t h i s  t im e  i t  had  

become c l e a r  t h a t  im a g in a t io n  must be u sed  t o  ek e  o u t  th e  gaps  

in  g o s p e l  h i s t o r y .  There were i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s ,  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s ,  

and d e f i c i e n c i e s ,  but on th e  w hole  t h e r e  was no r e a s o n  f o r  

d e s p a i r .  H igh er  c r i t i c i s m  had l e d  t o  o p t i m i s t i c  r e s u l t s .  T h in gs

w hich  had a p p ea red  rep u g n a n t  to  modern minds w ere shown t o  be no.



e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  th e  g o s p e l  s t o r y .  We c o u ld  r e j e c t  much t h a t  

had p e r p le x e d  and d i s t r e s s e d , k n o w i n g  t h a t  a l l  our work w ould  

o n ly  s e r v e  t o  en h a n ce  t h e  hu m an ity  and charm o f  J e s u s .

He in d e e d  was shown t o  be th e  most i n s p i r i n g  o f  men: a 

l e a d e r  and h e r o .  K in d ly ,  b e n e f i c e n t , a n d  c o m p a s s io n a t e ,  He 

wended His m i ld  way th ro u g h  th e  f i e l d s  o f  G a l i l e e :  f a s c i n a t i n g

a l l  who came under His s p e l l :  a winsom e f i g u r e ,  c a p t i v a t i n g  and  

r e f r e s h i n g .  He was a s p e a k e r  o f  w is e  w o r d s ,  a man whose d e v o t i o n  

to  His F a th e r  was o n ly  t o  be compared w i t h  His l o v e  f o r  His  

f e l l o w  men. T h is  went beyond a l l  bounds s a v e  where He l a s h e d  

w i t h  H is  s c o r n  th e  h y p o c r i t e s ,  th e  !unco g u i d 1 and P h a r i s a i c a l .  

A l l  a r c h a ic  o b s e r v a n c e s  He b ru sh ed  a s i d e ,  He was a modern among 

m oderns, a f i t t i n g  l i o n  fo r  1 9 t h  c e n tu r y  u r b a n i t y .

Many th an k ed  God t h a t  th ey  had b een  f r e e d  from t h e  s h a c k 

l e s  o f  an i n c r e d i b l e  C h r i s t o lo g y  and b a sk ed  i n  th e  f r e s h  a i r  and  

s u n s h in e  o f  l i b e r a l  humanism.

The y e a r  1906  put an end t o  t h e i r  r e j o i c i n g s .  S c h w e itz e r *  

b r i l l i a n t  book th o u g h  n o t  s ta r tL in g ly  new i n  i t s  c o n c l u s i o n s  was 

n e v e r t h e l e s s  p o w e r fu l  enough  t o  put a new co m p le x io n  on h ig h e r  

c r i t i c i s m .

He showed t h a t  t h e i r  p o r t r a i t  o f  J e s u s  was s e n t i m e n t a l  

and u n h i s t o r i c a l : t h a t  f a n t a s y ,  s u b j e c t i v i s m , a n d  m odernism  had  

a l l  p la y e d  t h e i r  p a r t  i n  c r e a t i n g  a f i g u r e  v a s t l y  u n l i k e  a n y t h in g  

t o  be fou n d  i n  th e  g o s p e l s .

The J e s u s  t h e r e  was a c h i l d  o f  His r a c e ,  a p r o p h e t  o f  

o ld e n  t im e s  w i t h  a cry  t o  r e p e n t  -  f o r  th e  Kingdom o f  God was



a t  h a n d . T h is  was no d i s t a n t  f u l f i l m e n t  o f  th e  m oral la w  h u t  

a v e r i t a b l e  c a t a c l y s m i c  e v e n t  i n  w h ich  He H im s e l f  w ould  a p p ea r  

a seco n d  t im e  b u t  on t h i s  o c c a s i o n  as  th e  M ess ia h  com ing on t h e  

w in g s  o f  t h e  c l o u d s .  To r e g u l a t e  t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  th e  m eantim e  

He l e f t  them su n d ry  r u l e s  and g u id a n c e ,  b u t  f a r  from  t h e s e  b e i n g  

t h e  e t e r n a l  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t r u t h  as th e  L i b e r a l s  b e l i e v e d ,  th e y  

w ere no more th an  a way o f  l i f e  c o n d i t io n e d  by th e  a p o c a l y p t i c  

end and t h e i r  e x p e c t a t i o n  o f  t h e  com ing c a t a s t r o p h e .  T h is  p u n gen t  

r e a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  th e  p r o p h e t i c  s i d e  o f  J e s u s  has  made a v a s t  

im p r e s s io n  on New T estam en t t h e o l o g y  w h ic h  l a s t s  t o  t h i s  d a y .

But what i s  ev en  more i n t e r e s t i n g  th a n  th e  c o n t r a s t  b e tw e en  th e  

l i b e r a l  and t h e  e s c h a t o l o g i c a l  v i e w p o i n t s ,  i s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  

th e  main b o th  were b a se d  on th e  same c r i t i c a l  f o u n d a t i o n .

B oth  s c h o o l s  a g r e e d  t h a t  in  th e  g o s p e l s  as t h e y  s t a n d  a l i f e  o f  

J e s u s  c o u ld  b e  fou n d : t h a t  a p a r t  from  minor d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  ju d g e 

ment th e  t e x t  f o r  b o t h  was a l i k e .  The S y n o p t i c s ,  p erh ap s  a id e d  

in  a g e n e r a l  way by J o h n , c o n t a in  an a c c o u n t  o f  J e s u s *  m i n i s t r y  

w h ich  c o r r e sp o n d s  on th e  w h ole  t o  th e  f a c t s  o f  h i s t o r y .  There  

may be gaps  b u t t h e s e  can be f i l l e d :  t h e r e  may be i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  

bu t t h e s e  a r e  o n ly  in  th e  n a tu r e  o f  t h i n g s .

B eh ind  b o th  p o in t s  o f  v ie w  l a y  a c e r t a i n  background on 

w h ich  t h e y  a g r e e d :  Mark was th e  f i r s t  g o s p e l ,  w r i t t e n  app rox im a

t e l y  3 0 -4 0  y e a r s  a f t e r  th e  d e a th  o f  C h r is t  as  a memoir o f  th e  

e v e n t s  o f  H is  l i f e .  F o l lo w in g  upon t h i s  came th e  g o s p e l s  o f  

Matthew and Luke -  p erh ap s  t e n  y e a r s  l a t e r  -  u s i n g  M ark's m a t e r i a l  

and a l s o  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  L o g ia  w hich  had n o t  b een  a t  h i s  d i s p o s a l .
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L a s t  o f  a l l  came J o h n ’ s g o s p e l  i n  w h ic h  a c e r t a i n  amount o f  

i m a g i n a t io n  had b een  m in g le d  w i t h  h i s t o r y .

None o f  t h e  l a t e r  g o s p e l  w r i t e r s  had c o p ie d  a c c u r a t e l y  

what t h e y  fo u n d  i n  Mark, and t h e y  a p p a r e n t ly  had a l s o  a d d i t i o n a l  

k n ow led ge  o f  t h e i r  own: th u s  t h e  d i v e r g e n c e s  in  t h e  s y n o p t i c s  a r e  

t o  be e x p l a i n e d  by t h e s e  in d e p e n d e n t  w o r k e r s .  A ccom panied  by a 

l e s s  e x t e n s i v e  s e r i e s  o f  L iv e s  o f  J e s u s ,  g o s p e l  c r i t i c i s m  w ent on 

i t s  way a f t e r  S c h w e i t z e r ’ s t h u n d e r b o l t .  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  

s o u r c e s  c o n t in u e d :  M. and Q. w ere  s u b j e c t e d  t o  f u r t h e r  a n a l y s i s ,

f o u r  docum en ts  w ere  m ooted as  o r i g i n a l  ( S t r e e t e r  1 9 2 4 ) ,  t h e s e  

grew t o  e i g h t  b e f o r e  v e r y  l o n g  (Bussmann 1 9 3 1 ) .  I t  seem ed a s  i f  

th e  s t a g e s  b ack  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  g o s p e l  s o u r c e s  w ere i n t e r m in a b le :  

h a v in g  d i s c o v e r e d  a P ro to  Mark t h e y  must th en  d i s c o v e r  a P r o to -  

P ro to  Mark: a f t e r  t h a t  a P ro to  Mark t h r i c e  rem oved.

I t  was l a r g e l y  as  a p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  what th e y  b e l i e v e d  t o  

be an i m p o s s i b l e  r e t r o g r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e  F o r m g e s c h i c h t l i c h e  S c h u le  

to o k  t h e  f i e l d .  They d e s p a ir e d  o f  e v e r  a c h i e v i n g  any p o s i t i v e  

r e s u l t s  by  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  methods and p r o p o se d  one  w h ich  

h a s  in v o l v e d  much more th d n  mere t e x t u a l  a l t e r a t i o n s  .

For i t  i s  bound up w i t h  a c e r t a i n  p o s i t i o n  r e g a r d in g  J e s u s  

w h ich  i s  c e r t a i n  t o  a f f e c t  our a t t i t u d e  t o  a l l  a t t e m p ts  a t  

f o r m u la t in g  H is l i f e ,  and prom pts u s  in d e e d  t o  q u e r y  w h eth er  we 

can know a n y t h in g  a b o u t  Him a t  a l l .

T h is  p o s t -w a r  a c t i v i t y  on th e  p a r t  o f  a few  German New 

T estam en t p r o f e s s o r s  i s  o s t e n s i b l y  a movement t o  c l a s s i f y  t h e  g o s p e l  

m a tte r  a c c o r d in g  t o  i t s  form  and t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e r e b y  a p r o c e s s  o f
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d e v e lo p m e n t  i n  th e  v a r io u s  c a t e g o r i e s .  In  p r a c t i c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  

i n v o l v e s  a much more th o r o u g h g o in g  change  o f  a t t i t u d e  t o  g o s p e l  

l i t e r a t u r e  a s  a w h ole  and to  th e  l i f e  o f  J e s u s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .

I t  i s  n o t  w i t h o u t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t h a t  F o r m g e s c h ic h te  f i n d s  

i t s  e a r l i e s t  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  a p o e t  and n o t a gram m arian. For i n  

i t s  e s s e n c e  i t  i s  th e  r e p l y  o f  th e  a r t i s t  and th e  p o e t  t o  th e  

s c h o l a r .  I t  em b od ies  th e  c la im  t h a t  th e  b e s t  eq u ip m en t f o r  approach*  

in g  th e  g o s p e l s  i s  a s y m p a th e t ic  and u n d e r s t a n d in g  m ind. In  I t s  f

i d e a l  form  i t  w ould i n s i s t  t h a t  to  a p p r e c i a t e  s u c h  a phenomenon |

as  th e  r i s e  o f  a new f a i t h  and th e  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  i t s  fo u n d e r  I
j

what i s  r e q u ir e d  i s  n o t  th e  m ic r o sc o p e  o f  a t r a i n e d  a n a l y s t  bu t j

\
th e  w id e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  a c u l t u r e d  and d i s c e r n i n g  a m a teu r .  W hile {

1
i t  em p loys  th e  t o o l s  o f  th e  s k i l l e d  workman i t  u s e s  them o n ly  t o  J

!r
c l e a r  away th e  brushwood in  o r d e r  t o  en h an ce  th e  v ie w  and n o t  t o  §

|
hew down e v e r y  t r e e  to  a s c e r t a i n  i t s  age  and h i s t o r y .  j

T his  work has made su ch  an im p r e s s io n  on t h e o l o g i c a l  j

w r i t e r s  t h a t  A l f r e d  L o i s y  t o - d a y  r e f u s e s  t o  r e g a r d  a s  a d e q u a te  a |

s k e t c h  o f  g o s p e l  h i s t o r y  whida he p r e f a c e d  t o  h i s  commentary on \

I
th e  S y n o p t ic  G o sp e ls  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  a g o .  I
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I I . F o r e ru n n e r s  o f  F o r m g e s c h ic h t e .

From t h e  su d d e n n e ss  w i t h  w h ich  t h i s  movement e n t e r e d  th e  

f i e l d  i t  m igh t be assum ed t h a t  i t  was an  e n t i r e l y  new d e v e lo p m e n t .

In  some r e s p e c t s  t h i s  i s  t r u e :  f o r  w h i l e  many p r e p a r a t o r y  s t a g e s  

may be d i s t i n g u i s h e d , t h e  e x a c t  s i t u a t i o n  had n o t  a r i s e n  b e f o r e .  

F o r m g e s c h i c h t l i c h e  m ethods had been u se d  to  d i s c o v e r  Q; now fo rm -  

g e s c h i c h t l i c h e  m ethods a r e  u se d  to  g e t  b e h in d  Q.

The new movement u n d e r ta k e s  the i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  th e  o r a l  

s o u r c e s  w h ic h  a r e  fou n d  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  w r i t i n g  i n  th e  s y n o p t i c s .

I t  d oes  n o t  o s t e n s i b l y  e n g a g e  in  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m ;  i t s  method  

i s  r a t h e r  e x a m in a t io n  o f  th e  forms in  w hich  th e  g o s p e l  t r a d i t i o n  

i s  p r e s e r v e d ,  c o u p le d  w i t h  c r i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l  

f r a g m e n t s .  For i t  i s  t h e i r  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  th e  g o s p e l s  a r e  p r o d u c t s :

o f  n o n - l i t e r a r y  men, t h a t  in d e e d  t h e i r  o r i g i n  i s  w h o l ly  anonym ous, I
* ’>

s i n c e  t h e y  a r e  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s a y in g s  and t a l e s  e d i t e d  and

c o l l a t e d  by t h e  v a r io u s  e v a n g e l i s t s . They f i n d  t h e i r  p a r a l l e l  J

w h erev er  th e  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  a group or a p e o p le  a r e  g a th e r e d  i n t o  

book form . Thus we may lo o k  f o r  th e  same d ev e lo p m en t h e r e  a s  has  

ta k en  p l a c e  i n  th e  t r a d i t i o n  c o n c e r n in g  S t .  F r a n c i s ,  t h e  s t o r i e s  

o f  t h e  J e w is h  H asid im  i n  Poland, and o f  D r . F a u stu s  i n  Germany.

In H e l l e n i c  l i t e r a t u r e  t o o  a r e  t o  be found a n e c d o t e s  o f  

p h i lo s o p h e r s  w h ich  i n  tim e made t h e i r  way i n t o  l i t e r a r y  b i o g r a p h i e s ,  

w h ile  th e  s t o r i e s  o f  m i r a c l e s  a s c r i b e d  t o  a god , su c h  as  t h o s e  i n

the  S e r a p is  c u l t  must a l s o  be c o n s i d e r e d .

I t  i s  n o t  by any means h e ld  t h a t  t h e r e  was a c o n n e c t io n

betw een t h e s e  and th e  g o s p e l s  b u t a t  many p o i n t s  th e  same p r i n c i p l e s

o f  em ergence and d ev e lo p m en t may be found i n  b o t h .

( c f .  D i b e l i u s  i n  Harvard T h e o l . R ev iew , 1 9 2 7 ,  p . 1 5 3 . )
__________
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The g o s p e l s  a re  th u s  q u i t e  im p e r s o n a l  u n t i l  t h e i r  f i n a l  

a s s e m b l in g  s t a g e ,  and by e x a m in a t io n  o f  th e  m a t e r i a l  i n  th e  

s y n o p t i c s  we can  t r a c e  t h e i r  h i s t o r y  and h a b i t a t ,  t h e i r  o r i g i n  

and d e v e lo p m e n t ,a s  i s o l a t e d  p i e c e s  o f  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n .

I t  h ap p en ed  t h a t  b e tw een  1919  and 1921 t h r e e  German 

p r o f e s s o r s  w o r k in g  in d e p e n d e n t ly  p rod u ced  n o t a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  

t o  New T esta m en t C r i t i c i s m  on f o r m g e s c h i c h t l i c h e  l i n e s .  W hile i t  

i s  t r u e  t h a t  o w in g  t o  Old T esta m en t s c h o la r s *  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and  

th e  em ploym ent o f  t h i s  method i n  c l a s s i c a l  p h i l o l o g y  F o r m g e s c h ic h te  

was ! i n  t h e  a i r , 1 i t  i s  s t r i k i n g  t h a t  a t  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  same t im e  

t h e s e  t h e o l o g i a n s  s h o u ld  h ave  b een  e n g a g ed  i n  t h i s  w o r k .

They w ere  K. L . S ch m id t,  l a t e  o f  Bonn, who p u b l i s h e d  D er  

Rahmen d e r  G e s c h ic h t e  J e s u  in  1 9 1 9 ,  M artin  D i b e l i u s  o f  H e id e lb e r g ,  

w hose F o r m g e s c h ic h te  d es  E van ge liu m s a p p ea red  i n  t h e  same y e a r ,  

and R u d o lf  Bultm ann o f  Marburg, who produ ced  D ie  G e s c h ic h t e  d e r  

s y n o p t i s c h e n  T r a d i t i o n  i n  1 9 2 1 .  Other c o n t r i b u t o r s  o f  l e s s  

im p o rta n ce  h ave  been  M. A lb e r t z  and G. B ertram  who i n  1921  and  

1922 p u b l i s h e d  s t u d i e s  i n  s p e c i a l  d e p a r tm en ts  o f  t h e  g o s p e l  

m a t e r ia l ;  D ie  s y n o p t i s c h e n  S tr fc e i tg e s p r f ic h e  and D ie  L e i d e n s g e s c h i c h t e  

J e su  und d e r  C h r i s t u s k u l t .

B e f o r e  p r o c e e d in g  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e i r  work and i t s  b e a r i n g  

upon t h e  L i f e  o f  J e su s  i t  would be as  w e l l  t o  n o te  th e  d ev e lo p m e n ts  

a lo n g  t h e s e  l i n e s  w h ich  p r e c e d e d  th e  f i n a l  o u t b u r s t .  I t  may 

s a f e l y  b e  s a id  t h a t  th e  p u rp o se  o f  a l l  s y n o p t i c  c r i t i c i s m  h a s  b e e n  

d i r e c t e d  t o  one end: a f u l l e r  and more r e l i a b l e  kn ow led ge  o f  th e  

c ir c u m s t a n c e s  i n  w h ic h  t h e  Founder o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  f i r s t  made H is

 i



a p p e a l .  A l l  r e s e a r c h  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n  how ever o b s c u r e  and how

e v e r  u n e x p r e s s e d  be t h e i r  m o t iv e  have  had t h i s  u l t i m a t e  p u rp o se  

b e h in d  th em . The j u s t i f i c a t i o n  t h e r e f o r e  f o r  a l l  a t t e m p t s  t o  

p i e r c e  b e n e a t h  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  th e  g o s p e l s  t o  t h e i r  i n i t i a l  s o u r c e s  

l i e s  h e r e .  W en d lin g * s  a t t e m p t  t o  d i s c o v e r  an  Urmark, or S p i t t a * s  

t o  r e p r o d u c e  an U r lu k e  o r  Zahn*s s u g g e s t e d  Urm atthew a s  w e l l  as  

H arn ack ’ s r e s o l u t i o n  o f  Q, w ere  v a l u a b l e  as  f a r  a s  t h e y  w en t:  b u t  

t h e y  w ere  bound t o  come t o  an e n d ,  f o r  b e h in d  t h e  Urmark t h e r e  

w ould a lw a y s  be an Ururraark. F o r m g e s c h ic h te ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  was r i g h t  

when i t  s a i d  t h a t  work a lo n g  su ch  l i n e s  i s  i m p o s s i b l e ,  and t h a t  

t h e  a p p ro a ch  m ust be made from th e  o t h e r  en d ,u p w ard s  i n s t e a d  o f  

downwards.

The c o n s e r v a t i v e s  had few  m i s g i v i n g s :  t h e y  p r e su p p o se d  

e y e w i t n e s s e s  and n eed ed  no o r a l  t r a d i t i o n :  Mark was b a se d  on  

P e te r » s  a c c o u n t  o f  e v e n t s ,  w h i l e  Q, was M atthew*s own i n f o r m a t i o n .

On t h e  o t h e r  hand many had s e e n  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and w ere  

p rep a red  t o  a t te m p t  t h e i r  s o l u t i o n .  E. F a s c h e r ,  th e  h i s t o r i a n  

o f  F o r m g e s c h ic h t e ,  g i v e s  some a c c o u n t  o f  t h e s e  e a r l y  Formge-  

s c h i c h t l e r  i n  h i s  D ie  F o r m g e s c h ic h t l .M e th o d s  1 9 2 4 .  E ic h h o r n ,  

fo r  e x a m p le ,  m a in ta in e d  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  an U r e v a n g e l iu m , i n  

A ram aic , t h e  Greek t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  w hich  a c c o u n te d  f o r  t h e  v a r i a n t  

r e a d i n g s .  Y e t  he  a n a ly s e d  th e  m a t e r i a l  i n  a s u r p r i s i n g l y  modern  

way, t r a c i n g  i t s  d e v e lo p m e n t s ,  and found i t s  o r i g i n  i n  t h e  m i s s i o n .  

The h i s t o r y  o f  J e su s  b e lo n g s  t o  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n  p r o p h e t i c  m i s s i o n ,  

b e in g  o r i g i n a l l y  a s h o r t  w r i t t e n  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  most im p o rta n t  

p o in t s  o f  t h e  l i f e  o f  J e s u s .  T h is  was g iv e n  t o  m i s s i o n a r i e s  a s  a



fo r m u la  t o  u s e  i n  t h e i r  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  a s k e t c h  o f  th e  e v e n t s  from  

th e  t im e  o f  Joh n  th e  B a p t i s t  t o  t h e  R e s u r r e c t i o n .  S in c e  th e  

p r e s e n t  s y n o p t i c s  a r e  t o o  b i g  t o  h a v e  been  u s e d  i n  t h i s  way he  

s u g g e s t s  t h a t  th e  G ospel o f  th e  Hebrews must h a v e  c o r r e sp o n d e d  

w i t h  th e  e a r l y  s k e t c h .

E ic h h o r n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i n  h i s  i n s i s t e n c e  on th e  m i s s i o n  i s  

g o d f a t h e r  t o  D i b e l i u s ,  in  h i s  th e o r y  o f  th e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  th e  

m a t e r i a l  t o r c h b e a r e r  t o  B ultm ann.

The m ost im p o r ta n t  fo r e r u n n e r  o f  F o r m g e s c h ic h te  was 

s t r a n g e l y  en o u g h  th e  p o e t  H e rd er . He t r a c e s  th e  s i m i l a r i t y  o f  

th e  s y n o p t i c s  t o  an  o r i g i n a l  o r a l  g o s p e l  w h ic h  c o n t a in e d  fo u r  

s e c t i o n s :  ( a )  th e  R e v e l a t i o n  o f  God (B a p t ism , T r a n s f i g u r a t i o n  and  

R e s u r r e c t i o n ) ;  (b )  m i r a c l e ;  ( c )  s p e e c h e s ;  (d )  e s c h a t o l o g i c a l  m a t t e r .  

T his  he d e d u c e s  from  P e t e r ’ s s p e e c h  (A c ts  2 ,  2 2 - 3 9 )  and c o n c lu d e s  

t h a t  su ch  a schem e f o r  m is s i o n  p r e a c h in g  was th e  f o u n d a t io n  o f  

th e  w r i t t e n  g o s p e l s . In o r d e r  t h a t  t h i s  m igh t n o t  d e v e l o p  i n t o  

a mere c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t r i f l i n g  i n c i d e n t s  from th e  l i f e  o f  J e s u s  

i t  must be d i s c i p l i n e d  and c o n t r o l l e d .  T his  to o k  p l a c e  th ro u g h  

th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a c l a s s  o f  m e n ,a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  th e  a p o s t l e s ,  

whose b u s i n e s s  i t  was t o  sp r e a d  th e  g o s p e l :  and he s u g g e s t s  a 

s c h o o l  o f  e v a n g e l i s t s  in  th e  h o u se  o f  John  Mark a t  J e r u s a le m  

(A cts  1 2 ,  1 2 * 2 5 )  . T hese  e v a n g e l i s t s  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  m a t e r i a l  from  

P e t e r ,  James and J o h n .  We have t h e r e f o r e  a f l a w l e s s  l i n e  o f  

t r a n s m i s s i o n .

P r e a c h in g  and i n s t r u c t i o n  w ere th u s  fo r m a t iv e  i n f l u e n c e s  

a l th o u g h  c r e d i t  f o r  th e  fo r m a t io n  i t s e l f  must in  th e  l a s t  r e s o r t



go t o  P e t e r .  The l i t e r a r y  f i x a t i o n  came a b o u t  th r o u g h  t h e  

n e c e s s i t y  f o r  p r o v in g  J e s u s  t o  be t h e  M e s s ia h ,  w hence i t  i s  

c l e a r  t h a t  we h a v e  n o t  a b io g r a p h y ,  n o t  n o te w o r th y  f a c t s  a b o u t  

a p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  but a g o s p e l  o f  C h r i s t .

A part from  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  any e v id e n c e  w h a te v e r  o f  an  

’E v a n g e l iu m k a n z le i*  w here m a t e r i a l  was s u b m it te d  and a p p r o v e d ,  

t h e r e  i s  o b v i o u s l y  h e r e  t o o  much o f  t h e  p o e t  and n o t  en ou gh  o f  

th e  t h e o l o g i a n .  In  many p o i n t s  how ever t h e  a p p ro a ch  i s  to  be  

commended, and a more or l e s s  s i m i l a r  c o n s t r u c t i v e  m ethod has  

become t h e  m a in s t a y  o f  t h e  work o f  D i b e l i u s .

A n o th er  l i n e  o f  Form gesch ichte  method i s  e x e m p l i f i e d  by  

Krummacher. H is  c o n t e n t i o n  was t h a t  we must t r y  to  d i s c o v e r  th e  

im p r e s s io n  made by J e s u s  on th e  d i s c i p l e s :  and d i s t i n g u i s h  t h a t  

from a c t u a l  h i s t o r y ,  //hat had h i s t o r i c  v a lu e  f o r  them h a s  o n ly  

a e s t h e t i c  v a lu e  f o r  u s .  T h is  a e s t h e t i c  e f f e c t  how ever  he  a s c r i b e s  

t o  th e  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  t h e  e v a n g e l i s t s  w h ereas  F o r m g e s h ic h te  i n s i s t s  

on t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  any su c h  f a c t o r .  I t  i s  how ever a lo n g  s i m i l a r  

l i n e s  t h a t  B ertram  has r e a c h e d  h i s  p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n .

In  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  t h e o r y  o f  an U rev a n g e liu ra , w hich  he  

r i g h t l y  ju d g ed  t o  be an i m p o s s i b i l i t y ,  S c h le ie r m a c h e r  advan ced  

th e  t h e o r y  t h a t  th e  g o s p e l s  w ere  th e  work o f  c o l l e c t o r s ,  t h a t  t h e y  

c o n s i s t e d  o f  many s o u r c e s  w hich  c o n t a in  groups o f  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  

o f  m a t e r i a l :  w h i l e  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  to  b o t h ,  i . e . ,  E ich h o rn  and 

S c h le ie r m a c h e r ,  G i e s e l e r  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  th e  f o u n d a t io n  was an o r a l  

g o s p e l .  Of an U rev a n g e liu m  t h e r e  i s  no t r a c e ,  and f o r  c o l l e c t i o n s  

o f  fra g m en ts  t h e r e  was no t im e  ( c f .  A ct 8 ^-). I n th e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  

o f  t h i s  o r a l  g o s p e l  t h e r e  was no a r t i f i c i a l  r e s t r i c t i o n  or



d i s c i p l i n e ;  th e  d e s i r e  t o  t e l l  t r u l y  what had h a p p en ed , t h e  f a c t  

o f  r e p e t i t i o n  and t h e  s i m i l a r i t y  o f  e d u c a t io n  and u p b r in g in g  o f  

t h e  A p o s t l e s  w ould  g u a r a n te e  t h a t . .  As t h i s  o r a l  g o s p e l  came i n t o  

t h e  v a r i o u s  c o u n t r i e s  th e  e v a n g e l i s t s  w r o te  down what m ost f i t t e d  

t h e i r  n e e d s .  Thus in  t h e  l a s t  r e s o r t  Mark’ s g o s p e l  i s  t h e  g o s p e l  

a c c o r d in g  t o  P e te r  a s  L u k e ’ s i s  a c c o r d in g  t o  P a u l ,  w h i l e  M atth ew ’ s 

i s  a S y r io -C h a ld a ie  g o s p e l  w h ich  w a s .-a f te r w a r d s  t r a n s l a t e d .

These v a r i o u s  e x p o s i t i o n s  o f  th e  t r a d i t i o n - h y p o t h e s i s  w ere  

a c c e p t e d  f o r  a t im e  by Roman C a t h o l i c  and P r o t e s t a n t  a l i k e  b u t  

su p p o r t  f e l l  away n o t  o n ly  b e c a u s e  th e  t h e o r i e s  w ere  i n  many 

c a s e s  f a n c i f u l ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  gave  a l o o p h o l e  t o  th e  m y t h ic a l  

t h e o r i e s  o f  men l i k e  S t r a u s s .  S in c e  th e  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  i d e a  was 

b e in g  u s e d  t o  d e s t r o y  th e  h i s t o r i c i t y  o f  th e  g o s p e l s  a t t e m p ts  

were made t o  d i s p o s e  o f  i t .  I t  was shown t h a t  th e  s y n o p t i c s  were  

n ot in d e p e n d e n t  n or  c o u ld  t h e y  be s im p ly  th e  w r i t t e n  form  o f  an  

o r a l  g o s p e l . T h i s  -  m a in ly  t h e  work o f  W ilk e  and W e is se  -  l a r g e l y  

d e s t r o y e d  th e  t r a d i t i o n - h y p o t h e s i s , but a t  t h e  same t im e  b a n is h e d  

th e  c o n c e p t io n  o f  a g r a d u a l  d ev e lo p m en t by word o f  mouth from th e  

r e c k o n in g  o f  th e  t h e o l o g i a n s .

The Mark h y p o t h e s i s  g r a d u a l l y  g a in e d  ground and i n t e r e s t  

c e n tr e d  round l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m ,  and e x a m in a t io n  o f  s o u r c e s .

This rem ain ed  more or  l e s s  t h e  p o i n t  o f  v ie w  o f  s y n o p t i c  s tu d y  

u n t i l  t h e  r e c e n t  b u r s t  o f  a c t i v i t y .  The id e a s  o f  f o l k - t r a d i t i o n  

d is a p p e a r e d  s i n c e  what was w r i t t e n  down was th e  work o f  e y e w i t n e s s e s  

I t  was a s o l i d  body t h a t  had t o  be d e a l t  w i t h ,  n o t  a f l u i d  m a s s .



The p r e s e n t  r e t u r n  t o  th e  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  c o n c e p t io n  is '  in  

so  f a r  d i f f e r e n t  from  th e  H erder and S c h le ie r m a c h e r  p e r i o d ,  t h a t  

th e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  a l t e r e d  by th e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  Tw o-Source  

t h e o r y .  What th e  o l d e r  F o r m g e s c h ic h t l i c h e  Method was u se d  t o  

d i s c o v e r ,  i s  now th e  s t a r t i n g  p o in t  f o r  fu r th e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .

Gunkel had l e d  t h e  way in  th e  Old T estam en t by t u r n i n g  

h i s  b a c k  on t h e  p r e v io u s  method o f  s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  s o u r c e s  JEP 

and a p p r o a c h in g  from  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  i t  was n o t  

a h i s t o r i a n ’ s e y e  b u t  a p o e t ’ s t h a t  was r e q u i r e d ,  t h a t  G e n e s i s  

was n o t  h i s t o r y  b u t  l e g e n d ,  and t h a t  l e g e n d s  a r e  a p r o d u c t  o f  

f o l k  t r a d i t i o n  n o t  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  w r i t e r s .  G e n e s is  i s  n o t  a 

c o m p o s i t io n  o f  s o u r c e s  b u t a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  l e g e n d s  w h ich  s h o u ld  

be exam ined  s i n g l y .  JEP were n o t  i n d i v i d u a l s  but s c h o o l s  o f  

n a r r a t o r s  who d id  n o t  form t h e  n a r r a t i v e s  t h e m s e lv e s  b u t  p r e s e r v e d  

what t h e y  r e c e i v e d .  The e d i t o r s  m o d i f ie d  t h e  m a t e r i a l  b u t  rem a in 

ed l a r g e l y  t r a n s m i t t e r s .

T h is  i s  l a r g e l y  th e  a t t i t u d e  o f  th e  F o r m g e s c h ic h t le r s  t o  

th e  New T e s ta m e n t .  They a c c e p t  th e  s o u r c e s  bu t b e g in  w i t h  them  

i n s t e a d  o f  w o r k in g  back to  them . The m a t e r i a l  o b t a in s  i t s  form  

l a r g e l y  th r o u g h  f o l k - t r a d i t i o n  w h ich  works a c c o r d i n g  t o  la w s ,  

a l t h o u g h  th e  e d i t o r s  have  o b v i o u s l y  some p a r t  t o  p l a y .

W e llh a u se n ,  V /en d lin g , and von Soden w ere o f  some im p o rta n c e  

as more im m ed iate  p r e c u r s o r s  o f  th e  new Form geschichte ( t h e  l a t t e r  

p a ir  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e i r  p e r c e p t io n  o f  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  ty p e  

b etw een  th e  s e c t i o n s  Mk.2^-36 and 4 3 5  -  5 4 3  w h ich  D i b e l i u s  h as  

s i n c e  s t y l e d  Paradigm en and N o v e l l e n )  but th e  f i r s t  F o r m g e s c h ic h t le r  

p rop er  o f  t h e  2 0 th  c e n tu r y  was K. L . S ch m id t .



I l l *  S c h m id t .

K. L . Schm idt s t a r t s  o u t  from  t h e  q u e s t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  

Where and How Long o f  J e s u s ’ m i n i s t r y .  C o n tr o v e r s y  h a s  raged  

m a in ly  round t h e  d u r a t io n  o f  J e s u s ’ a c t i v i t y ,  w h e th e r  on e  y e a r  

(b a se d  on t h e  s y n o p t i c s )  or  two to  t h r e e  (a s  i n  J o h n ) .

In  an e x a m in a t io n  o f  th e  a p p ro a ch  t o  t h i s  p rob lem  Schm idt  

d i s c o v e r s  t h a t  t h e  I n s p i r a t i o n i s t s  among t h e  P r o t e s t a n t s  and th e  

p r e s e n t  d a y  C a t h o l i c s  on th e  one hand j o i n  i s s u e  w i t h  th e  F a th e r s  

and th e  modern Reformed t h e o l o g i a n s  on t h e  o t h e r .  So l o n g  .as 

th e  g o s p e l  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  h e l d  t o  b e  i n f a l l i b l e ,  d i v i n e l y  d i c t a t e d ,  

n o t h in g  can  em erge t h a t  i s  n o t  h a r m o n i s t i c .  The p r o c e s s  from t h e  

Reformed s t a n d p o i n t  i s  one o f  e x p l i c a t i o n  and r e c o n c i l i a t i o n ,  n o t  

one o f  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m .  O sia n d er  (1 5 3 7 )  e x p r e s s e s  th e  ex trem e  

p o s i t i o n  t h u s ;  "Harmoniae e v a n g e l i c a e  l i b r i  q u a tu o r  i n  q u ib u s  

e v a n g e l i c a  h i s t o r i a  e x  q u a tu o r  E v a n g e l i s t i s  i n  unum e s t  c o n t e x t a  

u t  n u l l i u s  verbum u i lu m  omissura, n i h i l  a l ie n u m  immixtum, n u l l i u s  

ordo t u r b a t u s ,  n i h i l  non su o  l o c o  p o s itu m ; omnia v e r o  l i t t e r i s  

e t  n o t i s  i t a  d i s t i n c t a  u t  q u id  c u iu s q u e  e v a n g e l i s t a e  prop r iu m ,  

q u id  cum a l i i s  e t  q u ib u s  commune s i t ,  primo a s p e c t u  d e p r e h e n d e r e  

q u e a s ."

The human e le m e n t  i s  e n t i r e l y  l a c k i n g ,  t h e r e  can be  no  

q u e s t i o n  o f  a rb itra ry  arran gem en t o f  m a t e r i a l ,  o f  s e l e c t i o n ,  o f  

gaps i n  th e  n a r r a t i v e ,  o f  f r e e  c o m p o s i t io n .

That t h i s  has n o t  b e e n  th e  h i s t o r i c  a t t i t u d e  o f  th e  Church 

i s  shown by A u g u s t i n e ’ s d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  "Ordo gestaru m " and "Ordo 

r e c o r d a t i o n i s " , th e  a d m is s io n  t h a t  th e  ap p ea ra n ce  o f  an i n c i d e n t



i n  a c e r t a i n  p o s i t i o n  in  th e  g o s p e l  n a r r a t i v e  d o e s  n o t  im p ly  

t h a t  i t  must n e c e s s a r i l y  h a v e  happened  i n  t h a t  s e q u e n c e .  In  

t h i s  m a t t e r , t h e  t h e o l o g i a n s  o f  t h e  M id d le  Ages c o n c u r r e d  and  

B ish o p  J a n s e n  (1 5 7 6 )  was o f  t h e  o p in io n  t h a t  th e  e v a n g e l i s t s  

c l e a r l y  b e t r a y e d  t h a t  t h e y  to o k  no g r e a t  p a in s  t o  f o l l o w  o u t  

th e  a c t u a l  c o u r s e  o f  th e  a c t i v i t y  o f  J e s u s .

On t h e  o t h e r  hand modern C a t h o l i c  t h e o l o g i a n s  h a v e  g i v e n  

up t h e i r  form er  broad tr e a tm e n t  o f  th e  s y n o p t i c s  i n  fa v o u r  o f  a  

m in u te  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  d u r a t io n  o f  th e  m i n i s t r y ,  b a se d  on  

th e  i n c i d e n t a l  r e f e r e n c e s  o f  th e  e v a n g e l i s t s ,  w h i l e  modern  

P r o t e s t a n t  t h e o l o g y  h as  fo r s a k e n  t h e  I n s p i r a t i o n a l  t h e o r y  and  

ap p roach ed  t h e  q u e s t i o n  from a l e s s  b i a s s e d  s t a n d p o in t  th a n  

e v e r  b e f o r e .

The s tu m b l in g  b lo c k  to  a d i s p a s s i o n a t e  a p p ro a ch  t o  th e  

s y n o p t i c s  had b e e n  th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  J o h n .  C a t h o l i c  and P r o t e s t a n t  

a l i k e  s o  l o n g  as  John was h e l d  t o  be t h e  g o s p e l  ’par e x c e l l e n c e *  

w ere ham pered i n  t h e i r  t r e a t m e n t  o f  th e  o t h e r s  . They w ere  i n  

t h a t  c a s e  o b v i o u s l y  o f  l e s s  moment and d e s e r v i n g  o f  l e s s  c o n s i d e r a 

t i o n .

G iven how ever t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  John i s  l a t e  and s u b j e c t 

i v e ,  a t t e n t i o n  was a t  on ce  d i v e r t e d  t o  Mark as th e  o l d e s t  and m ost  

r e l i a b l e  o f  them  a l l .  From t h e r e  i t  was b u t a s t a g e  t o  t h e  Two 

Document h y p o t h e s i s  and t h e  a ttem p t t o  g e t  a t  Ur-Mark; w hich  some 

s a id  was l o n g e r  and 3orae s h o r t e r .

I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  by J .  W e is s ,  W e l lh a u se n ,  L o i s y  i n t o  t h e  

t e x t  o f  Mark gave r i s e  t o  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s c e p t i c i s m  as  to  i t s  v a lu e



a t  a l l .  T h is  how ever l e d  t o  p u r e ly  n e g a t i v e  r e s u l t s  and was 

q u i t e  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y .

The m e r i t  o f  S c h m id t ’ s work i s  t h a t  h e  shows Mark as  

c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  o l d e s t  a c c o u n t  o f  J e s u s ’ m i n i s t r y  bu t n e v e r t h e l e s s  

a c o m p o s i t e  work i n  th e  same s e n s e  as  J o h n . F u rth er ,vt h a t  Matthew  

and L uke, th e  o l d e s t  i n t e r p r e t e r s  o f  M ark,have changed  much and 

im proved upon i t .  His main t a s k  i s  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  o l d e s t  

fram ework o f  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  J e su s  w h ich  can o n ly  be  done by  m in u te  

l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .

In  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  an e l a b o r a t e  e n q u ir y  i n t o  t h e  c o n n e c t i n g  

l i n k s  i n  t h e  Marcan n a r r a t i v e ,  i n s t e a d  o f  r e g a r d in g  th e  s y n o p t i c  

m a t e r i a l  a s  a f i x e d  g i v e n ,  whence a s t a b l e  and i n v i o l a b l e  c h r o n o lo g y  

and i t i n e r a r y  can be d e d u c e d ,  he a p p ro a ch es  t h e  q u e s t i o n  from t h e  

s t a n d p o in t :  " Is  t h e r e  any to p o g ra p h y  and c h r o n o lo g y  a t  a l l ? "  He 

p ro v es  s u c c e s s f u l l y  on th e  w h ole  t h a t  what i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  l o c a l i t y  

and p e r io d  do o c c u r  a re  in  f a c t  a c c i d e n t a l ,  and t h a t  a c o n s e c u t i v e  

c o n s i s t e n t  n a r r a t i v e  was n o t  t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e  o f  g o s p e l  t r a d i t i o n .

On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  th e  Marcan o u t l i n e  g i v e s  e v e r y  i n d i c a t i o n  

o f  b e i n g  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  in d e p e n d e n t  n a r r a t i v e s  and s a y in g s  

a sse m b le d  l a r g e l y  under t h r e e  or fo u r  w ide t o p i c s  and r e d u c e d  t o  

some sem b la n ce  o f  a s e q u e n c e  by  t h e  w ork o f  th e  e v a n g e l i s t .  A 

s im p le  form o f  t h i s  i s  th e  s e r i e s  o f  p a r a b le s  on t h e  Kingdom o f  

God, Mark 4 2 1 - 3 4  (p a g es  1 3 0 - 1 3 1 )  more com plex bu t s t i l l  d i s c e r n i b l e  

i s  th e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  B ir t h  S t o r i e s  in  Luke w h ich  show by t h e i r  

c o n t r a d i c t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  w ere o r i g i n a l l y  in d e p e n d e n t  a c c o u n ts  ( 3 0 9 ) .

Thus h e  e x p l a i n s  th e  r e p e a t e d  p r e s e n c e  o f  Ka* in  th e  

g o s p e l  n o t  as a c o n n e c t i v e  s u p p l i e d  by t h e  c o l l e c t o r  ( s i n c e  i t  i s



o f t e n  u n n e c e s s a r y )  b u t as  th e  norm al giode o f  i n t r o d u c i n g  an 

a n e c d o t e  i n  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n .  T h ese  t a l e s  and i n c i d e n t s  from  th e  

l i f e  o f  J e s u s  w ould  be t r a n s m i t t e d  and c i r c u l a t e d  by  C h r i s t i a n s  

i n  th e  e a r l y  d a y s ,  r e c a l l i n g  them when t h e y  were t o g e t h e r ,  and  

w it h o u t  a d o u b t  e m p lo y in g  them in  t h e i r  w o r s h ip .  In  norm al co n 

v e r s a t i o n  one t a l e  w ould  be added t o  a n o t h e r ;  -  tc-aJ e y w e r *  

and in  t h i s  f a s h i o n  t h e r e  w ould  a r i s e  t a l e - c o m p l e x e s , s e v e r a l  

a n e c d o t e s  h a v in g  th e  same theme w h ic h  w ou ld  i n  t im e  t a k e  on a
V

more or l e s s  s t a b l e  c h a r a c t e r .  In t h i s  way l<a i  became a ty p e  o f  

c a e s u r a .

Such co m p le x e s  w ould come to  be w r i t t e n  down f o r  t h e  

pu rp ose  o f  r e a d in g  i n  p u b l i c ,  c o m p le te  w i t h  Kac . As i s  s t i l l  

th e  cu stom  o n ly  one n a r r a t i v e  w ou ld  be r ea d  b u t th e  c o n n e c t i n g  

l i n k  w ou ld  r e m a in .  Thus when Mark came to  c o l l e c t  t h e  v a r i o u s  

s e c t i o n s  o f  m a t e r i a l  he s im p ly  to o k  o v e r  th e  p a s s a g e s  as t h e y  

s t o o d  and p r e s e r v e d  th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  u n ch a n g e d .  Matthew and 

Luke on t h e  o t h e r  hand have s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  i t  c o n n e c t i v e s  o f  a  

more e l a b o r a t e  k in d ,  in  Luke e s p e c i a l l y  do t h e s e  c o r r e sp o n d  t o  

th e  l i t e r a r y  n a tu r e  o f  h i s  g o s p e l . ( 1 9 ) .  Schm idt exam in es  t h e  

Marcan t e x t  i n  d e t a i l  a d d u c in g  p a r a l l e l s  in  Matthew and i n  Luke 

and where n e c e s s a r y  com m enting on m a t e r i a l  p e c u l i a r  t o  e i t h e r  o f  

th e  l a t e r  s y n o p t i s t s .

The p a r t i c u l a r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  e v a n g e l i s t  to  th e  c h a in  

o f  n a r r a t i v e s  c o n s i s t s  in  s o - c a l l e d  S a m m elb er ich te  ( e . g .  Mark l 3 9  

21 3 , i ! 4 - 1 5 )  i n a few words h e  sums up a ph ase  o f  J e s u s *

a c t i v i t y  ( e .g ." A n d  He p rea ch ed  i n  t h e i r  sy n a g o g u es  th ro u g h o u t  a l l



G a l i l e e  and c a s t  o u t  d e v i l s  . " i 3 9 ) o t h e r w is e  h i s  t a s k  i s  one o f  

c o l l e c t i n g  and a r r a n g in g  m a t e r i a l .

S c h m id t ! s c o n t e n t i o n  i s  t h a t  i n  t h i s  arra n g em en t no o t h e r  

p r i n c i p l e  p r e v a i l e d  th a n  t h a t  o f  s e t t i n g  s i d e  by  s i d e  a n e c d o t e s  

or s a y in g s  w h ich  b o re  some r e l a t i o n  to  e a c h  o t h e r ,  u s u a l l y  by  

v i r t u e  o f  t h e i r  them e ( e . g .  3^ -  6 ^ 3  J e s u s  and t h e  P e o p le ;  6 ^ - 8 ^® 

J e s u s *  a c t i v i t y  o u t s i d e  o f  G a l i l e e ;  1 0 ^ 6  -  1 3 3 ^ J e s u s *  l a s t  d a y s  

in  J e r u s a le m )  (171  f f . ) .  In  such  c a s e s  t h e r e  i s  no c o n n e c t io n  

b etw een  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  a n e c d o t e s 9o n ly  a b a s i c  m o t i f .  W ith in  th e  

l a r g e  s c o p e  o f  " Jesu s  and th e  p e o p le "  s t o r i e s  a r e  in c l u d e d  

a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e i r  t o p o g r a p h i c a l  i n t r o d u c t i o n  e . g .  t a l e s  c o n n e c te d  

w ith  t h e  s e a ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e s e  w ere n o t  o r i g i n a l l y  c o n n e c te d  can  be  

s e e n  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  no i t i n e r a r y  can p o s s i b l y  be form ed o u t  o f  

t h e  m a t e r ia l  g iv e n  h e r e .  4 1  - 5 2 1 f f .  e . g .  a re  a c c o r d in g  t o  Mark 

th e  e v e n t s  o f  one d a y  w hich  i s  m a n i f e s t l y  i m p o s s i b l e .  J e s u s  

p r e a c h e s  t o  t h e  p e o p le  (4 1  f f . ) ;  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  or l a t e  a f t e r n o o n
rt c

o f  th e  same day He s a i l s  t o  th e  la n d  o f  th e  G aderenes (4 );  on

H is a r r i v a l  t h e r e  He h e a l s  a madman (5^ f f . ) ;  He s a i l s  b a c k ,  i s  

c a l l e d  upon by J a i r u s ,  on th e  way h e a l s  a woman and th e n  r e c a l l s  

J a ir u s *  d a u g h te r  t o  l i f e  ( 5 2 1  f f . ) .  A f u r t h e r  exam ple  o f  e v e n t s  

w h ich  app ear  t„o be c o n n e c te d  b u t a re  i n  r e a l i t y  in d e p e n d e n t  o f  

e a ch  o t h e r  i s  t o  be found in  22 3  -  3 6 . A f t e r  t h e  p lu c k in g  o f  

th e  e a r s  o f  c o rn  J e s u 3 and th e  d i s c i p l e s  a c c o r d in g  t o  th e  n a r r a t i v e  

go i n t o  th e  te m p le  -  w h ich  a c c o r d in g  t o  th e  la w  w ould  be f o r b id d e n .

Much o f  Mark’ 3 d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  J e s u s *  a c t i v i t y  t a k e s  p la c e  

s i m i l a r l y  upon one s i n g l e  d a y .  I n v e s t i g a t o r s  h a v in g  f e l t  th e  

need  o f  some o t h e r  s o l u t i o n  have  a t te m p te d  i n  v a r io u s  ways t o



l e n g t h e n  t h e  p e r io d  o f  t im e  by a s su m in g  i n t e r v a l s  b e tw e en  th e  

n a r r a t i v e s .  Matthew how ever had no s u c h  d i f f i c u l t y .  He t r a n s f e r s  

th e  p a r a b le s  i n t o . c h a p t e r  1 3 ,  th e  s t i l l i n g  o f  t h e  s to r m  and t h e  

h e a l i n g  o f  t h e  dem oniac  t o  c h a p te r  8 , and t h e  t a l e  o f  J a i r u s  f i n d s  

a p l a c e  i n  c h a p te r  9 ( 1 5 2 ) .  R e a l i s i n g  th e .  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  Marcan 

n a r r a t i v e  b e t t e r  than we Matthew hhd no h e s i t a t i o n  in  d e s t r o y i n g  

th e  s e q u e n c e  i n  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  o t h e r  a rra n g em en ts  o f  h i s  own.

Of a d i f f e r e n t  ty p e  i s  th e  p a s s a g e  i 2 1 * 3 9  ( 6 7 ) .  Here i s

a f i x e d  c h r o n o lo g y  i n c l u d i n g  th e  h e a l i n g  o f  th e  man w i t h  t h e

u n c le a n  s p i r i t  and S im o n Ts m o t h e r - i n - la w  e x t e n d i n g  o v e r  a d a y  and

th e  f o l l o w i n g  m o rn in g . These s e t  t im e s  c o u ld  n o t  o r i g i n a t e  from

th e  e v a n g e l i s t  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  t h a t  had h e  found t h e s e  t a l e s

w it h o u t  any i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t im e  a t t a c h e d  t o  them and added t h e

d e t a i l s  h i m s e l f  th e n  i t  w ould  s u r e l y  have  b een  n a t u r a l  f o r  him
4 0 -4 5t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  1  more h a p p i l y  i n  th e  seq u e n c e  th a n  i s  th e

c a s e .  As i t  s ta n d s  th e  a b ru p t  t r a n s i t i o n  from th e  c o n c lu d i n g  

w ords; "And He p rea ch ed  in  t h e i r  s y n a g o g u e s  th r o u g h o u t  a l l  G a l i l e e  

and c a s t  o u t  d e v i l s "  to  t h e  im m e d ia te ly  f o l l o w i n g  s e n t e n c e ;  "And 

t h e r e  came a l e p e r  u n to  Him b e s e e c h i n g  Him" shows p l a i n l y  t h a t  

th e  l e p e r  n a r r a t i v e  m igh t e q u a l l y  w e l l  o c c u r  a t  any o t h e r  p o i n t  

and i s  i n  f a c t  u n l o c a l i s e d .

But th e  t e c h n iq u e  o f  th e  e v a n g e l i s t  fo r b a d e  him t o  tam per  

w ith  i t ;  f o r  as can be s e e n  th r o u g h o u t  th e  g o s p e l  he i n c l u d e s  o r  

om its  c h r o n o lo g y  or  to p o g ra p h y  in d e p e n d e n t  o f  w h eth er  i t  a s s i s t s  

h i s  framework o r  n o t .  In o t h e r  words he i s  so  f a i t h f u l  a c o l l e c t o r  

th a t  he i n c l u d e s  com plex  n a r r a t i v e s  ( i . e .  a c o l l e c t i o n  a l r e a d y  

e x t a n t )  a t  t h e  r i s k  o f  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  theme w h ich  he 'has



h i m s e l f  c o n s t i t u t e d . 6 ^ 4  -  8 ^  m ig h t  be d e s c r i b e d  a s  an a l r e a d y

e x i s t i n g  se q u e n c e  u n d er  t h e  h e a d in g  o f  f,J e s u s T a c t i v i t y  f u r t h  o f  

G a l i l e e ” . I t s  i n c l u s i o n : h a s  a d i s t u r b i n g  e f f e c t  on th e  g e n e r a l  

sch em e. Perhaps t h e  b e s t  exam ple o f  a com plex  s e c t i o n  i s  t h e  

o b v i o u s l y  in t e r w o v e n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  h e a l i n g  o f  J a i r u s *  d a u g h te r  

and th e  h e a l i n g  o f  th e  woman w i t h  t h e  i s s u e  o f  b lo o d  ( 1 4 7 ) .

Thus i f  i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  t im e  and p l a c e  o c c u r  i n  t h e  fr a g m e n ts  

w h ich  came i n t o  h i s  hands t h e s e  were a l lo w e d  to  r e m a in .  I f  t h e y  

d id  not o c c u r  he d id  n o t  i n s e r t  them . Matthew and Luke on th e  

o t h e r  hand -  and e s p e c i a l l y  th e  l a t t e r  -  a r e  n o t  m e r e ly  c o l l e c t o r s  

b u t up t o  a p o in t  w r i t e r s . ( 6 8 ) .

To sp ea k  t h e r e f o r e  o f  a Proto-M ark w h ich  c o n t a in e d  e i t h e r  

more or l e s s  th a n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  Mark, but was more c o n s i s t e n t ,  i s  

t o  h ave  a f a l s e  c o n c e p t io n  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t .  T h is  

can b e s t  be s e e n  by n o t i n g  th e  u s e  made o f  t h e  Marcan m a t e r i a l  

b y  Matthew and Luke and l a t e r  w r i t e r s .  Mark l 4  in t r o d u c e s  John  

th e  B a p t i s t  w i t h o u t  any a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  a n c e s t r y  o r  th e  p e r io d  

when h e  m i n i s t e r e d .  Luke 5 a l r e a d y  in t r o d u c e s  in f o r m a t io n  as  t o  

th e  t im e  o f  J o h n Ts a c t i v i t y  and h i s  f a m i l y .  W hile  i n  th e  E b i o n i t e  

g o s p e l  a f t e r  an e x a c t  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  d a t e  comes a c o m p le te  b i o 

g r a p h ic a l  summary ( 2 0 ) .

J u s t  as  Mark g i v e s  no in t r o d u c t o r y  in f o r m a t io n  a b o u t  John  

so h i s  a c c o u n t  o f  J e s u s  i s  e q u a l l y  b r i e f  "And i t  came t o  p a s s  in  

th o se  days  t h a t  J e s u s  came from  N a z a r e th  o f  G a l i l e e " ( l 9 ) .  That 

he knew s o m e th in g  o f  His en v iron m en t i s  c l e a r  from i n c i d e n t a l  

r e f e r e n c e s  ( 3 2 1 , 6 1 ) b u t so  f a i t h f u l  i s  he t o  th e  t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  

has come down t o  him t h a t  he r ep ro d u c es  i t  v e r b a t im .  Where' •



b i o g r a p h i c a l  d e t a i l s ,  j u s t  as  t o p o g r a p h i c a l  and c h r o n o l o g i c a l ,  

are  e s s e n t i a l  t o  th e  s i t u a t i o n  in  th e  i n c i d e n t  or s a y i n g ,  th e y

a re  g i v e n  fen p a s s a n t ’ a s  t h e y  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  e a r l i e s t  f o r m s .  Luke
23(3 f f . ) on th e  o t h e r  hand d e v e lo p s  t h i s  by g i v i n g  J e s u s 1 a g e  and 

H is a n c e s t r y  w h i l e  t h e  E b i o n i t e  g o s p e l  h as  an e x em p la r y  i n t r o d u c t i o n :  

"There a p p ea red  a c e r t a i n  man named J e s u s  and He was t h i r t y  y e a r s  

o ld "  ( 2 8 ) .  A f u r t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  th e  same t y p e  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t  

i s  th e  nam ing o f  t h e  m ou n ta in  o f  th e  T em p ta t io n  i n  th e  g o s p e l  o f  

th e  Hebrews as  th e  g r e a t  Mount Tabor ( 3 1 ) .

T his  a m p l i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  e x i s t i n g  n a r r a t i v e  i n  th e  i n t e r e s t s  

o f  c o n s i s t e n c y ,  s t y l e  and c o m p le t e n e s s ,  had b een  r e c o g n i s e d :

S c h m id t! s c o n t e n t i o n  i s  t h a t  n o t  o n ly  must th e  framework o f  Matthew  

and Luke be r e c o g n i s e d  as a r b i t r a r y  b u t  a l s o  t h a t  o f  Mark h i m s e l f .

I t  i s  n o t  enough t o  a ck n ow led ge  th e  work o f  Matthew i n  

l o c a l i s i n g ,  c o l l e c t i n g  and a r r a n g in g  t h e  Sermon on th e  M ount; i t  

m ust be a d m it te d  t h a t  th e  Marcan n a r r a t i v e  i s  b u i l t  up on i d e n t i c a l  

p r i n c i p l e s .

Those who a r e  n o t  p rep a red  t o  f a c e  t h i s  must h ave  d i f f i c u l t y  

in  a c c o u n t in g  f o r  th e  summary t r e a tm e n t  m eted o u t  to  t h e  Marcan 

arran gem en t by Matthew and L u k e , and t h a t  w i t h i n  t h e  same g e n e r a t i o n .

Mark h i m s e l f  p la c e d  no v a l u e  on c h r o n o l o g i c a l ,  t o p o g r a p h ic a l  

and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  c o n n e c t i o n .  That i n d i c a t i o n s  o.f t im e  and p l a c e  

appear a t  a l l  i s  due t o  ch an ce  ( e . g .  2 2 3  where tim e and p la c e  -  

Sab bath  and c o r n f i e l d s  -  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  th e  n a r r a t i v e ) .  There  

i s  no r u l e  f o r  th e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o r  o m is s io n  o f  s u c h  d e t a i l s  i n  

th e  e a r l i e s t  t r a d i t i o n :  a l l  t h a t  can  be s a i d  i s  t h a t  b o t h

t e n d e n c ie s  w ou ld  be a t  w ork , on th e  one hand th e  d e s i r e  t o  l o c a l i s e



2 3 .

e v e n t s  w h ic h  w ere w i t h o u t  f i x e d  l o c a t i o n ,  and on t h e  o t h e r  th e  

em p h a sis  on t h e  n a r r a t i v e  i n  th e  C u ltu s  w here  th e  i n c i d e n t a l  

d e t a i l s  w ere s e c o n d a r y .  T h is  t e n d e n c y  i s  c l e a r l y  t r a c e d  i n  t h e  

p o s t -M a r c a n  d e v e lo p m e n t  and from  t h a t  we a r e  a b l e  t o  draw c o n c l u 

s i o n s  f o r  t h e  pre-M arcan  p e r i o d .■

To p e r c e i v e  t h i s  i s  n o t  t o  have  m e r e ly  a n e g a t i v e  r e s u l t  

f o r  i t  i s  to  r e a l i s e  t h a t  when Matthew and Luke a l t e r e d  t h e  Marcan 

n a r r a t i v e  Ce * S «  Matthew 9 ^  t r a n s f e r s ' t h e  t a l e  o f  t h e  p a l s i e d  man 

(Mark 2^"^^) t o  a p e r io d  a f t e r  t h e  G aderene sw in e  e p i s o d e  and h as  

t o . i n t r o d u c e  a s e a  jo u r n e y  f o r  t h i s  p u rp o se  (7 9 )3  t h e y  d i d  n o t  

t h e r e b y  d e s t r o y  a f a u l t l e s s  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  s e q u e n c e  and d ark en  

h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t  by t h e i r  e f f o r t s .  R a th er  was i t  r e c o g n i s e d  by  

them as i t  m ust be by us t h a t  th e  Marcan schem e was i n  th e  l a r g e  

h i s  own and t h a t  th e y  w ere  n o t  bound t o  f o l l o w  i t  i f  a n o t h e r  

a rran gem en t a p p ea r e d  t o  them more s a t i s f a c t o r y  ( 7 6 - 7 7 ) .

S c h m id t ’ s a t t i t u d e  t o  Mark’ s g o s p e l  i s  i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  

m a t e r ia l  v e r y  c o n s e r v a t i v e .  He d o es  n o t  c r e d i t  th e  e v a n g e l i s t  

w it h - h a v in g  i n v e n t e d  any i n c i d e n t  or  framework fbr a s a y i n g ,  th e  

l a t t e r  on t h e  grounds t h a t  s o  fe w  o f  th e  s a y in g s  p o s s e s s  su ch  a 

fram e ( 2 3 7 ) .

The work o f  Mark t h e r e f o r e  c o n s i s t s  in  n o t h i n g  a p a r t  from  

th e  arran gem en t o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n ,  th e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  c o l l e c t i v e
3 1 -3 2

a c c o u n t s ,  a n d  su c h  o t h e r w is e  i n e x p l i c a b l e  i n t e r p o l a t i o n s  as  8 ’ ,

g30-32^ c 0 n t a j_ni ng j e s u s ’ p r o p h e c ie s  o f  His D e a th  and

R e s u r r e c t io n  in  s i m i l a r  term s w hich  a re  a l s o  t h o s e  o f  t h e  c o n f e s s i o n  

o f  t h e  e a r l y  C h u r c h  ( c f . A c t s . )  and w h ich  w o u l d  make t h e  a t t i t u d e  

o f  t h e  d i s c i p l e s  and women i n  16*  ̂ u n i n t e l l i g i b l e  i f  t h e y  had been



sp ok en  by J e s u s  H im s e l f  ( 2 1 8 ) .

The q u e s t i o n  o f  to p o g ra p h y  and c h r o n o lo g y  i s  f u r t h e r  

v e n t i l a t e d  i n  h i s  t r e a tm e n t  o f  t h e  f i n a l  c h a p t e r s  o f  Mark. He 

com pares L u k e ’ s a c co u n t  o f  th e  jo u r n e y  t o  J e r u s a le m  ( 9 ^ ~ 1 9 2®) 

a p u rp ose  w h ich  i s  n e v e r  a l lo w e d  t o  fa d e  from  t h e  r e a d e r ’ s m ind ,  

a d i s t i n c t  p r o g r e s s  tow ards  a g o a l  w i t h  g e o g r a p h i c a l  n o t e s  and  

d e v e l o p i n g  a c t i o n ,  t o  th e  much more d i s j o i n t e d  p a r a l l e l  p a s s a g e  

in  Mark ( 8 ^  - 1 0 4 ^ ) .  He shows how Luke t a k e s  o v e r  Mark’ s fra m e

work t o  some e x t e n t ,  a d d in g  and r e a r r a n g i n g  m a t e r i a l  to  s u i t  h im 

s e l f  b u t  t h a t  f o r  l a c k  o f  m a t e r i a l  e v e n  h e  i s  u n a b le  to  c o m p le te  

a p ro p e r  i t i n e r a r y .  The o n ly  l o c a l i s e d  s c e n e s  a r e  two d e a l i n g  

w it h  J e r i c h o  and one w i t h  S a m a ria ,  and t h e  J e r i c h o  s t o r y  s h o u ld  

n o t  b e lo n g  to  a jo u r n e y  t o  J e r u s a le m  v i a  Sam aria but v i a  Perada  

(a s  i t  i s  i n  Matthew and Mark). A part from t h e s e  s c e n e s  th e  

m a t e r i a l  h as  no f i x e d  l o c a l i s a t i o n  n o r  has i t  an e s s e n t i a l  

c h r o n o l o g i c a l  s e q u e n c e  ( 2 4 6 - 2 7 1 ) .

S i m i l a r l y  when th e  s e c t i o n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  J e s u s ’ l a s t  days  

in  J e r u s a le m  i s  exam ined  (Mark 1 0 4 ® -  1 3 ^ ) ,  on t h e  s u r f a c e  i t  

would ap p ear  t o  e x te n d  o v e r  t h r e e  days and t o  be a c l o s e l y  c o n n e c te d  

s u c c e s s i o n  o f  e v e n t s .  But a p a r t  from  th e  m ost u n eq u a l  d i v i s i o n  o f  

sp ace  a l l o t t e d  t o  t h e s e  t h r e e  days  ( 1 s t  day  1 0 4 6 (1 1 1 ) -  l l 1 1 ,

2nd d ay  l l 12 -  l l 1 0 , 3 r d  day l l 20 -  13 3 *7 ) t h e  t r e a tm e n t  o f  th e  

p a ssa g e  by M atthew a n d  Luke who o m it ,  i n s e r t ,  a l t e r  and rem od el  

a t  w i l l  i n d i c a t e s  c l e a r l y  how c o m p le t e ly  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  composed  

o f  fr a g m e n ts  w h ich  do n o t  o f  n e c e s s i t y  b e lo n g  t o g e t h e r .  I t  can  

be s e e n  h e r e  how l o o s e  i n  f a c t  th e  Marcan o u t l i n e  i s ,  n o t  j u s t  in  

th e  s e n s e  t h a t  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  gaps i n  i t s  n a r r a t i v e  i t  n e v e r t h e l e s s



25 .

p r e s e r v e s  a c h r o n o l o g i c a l  c o n n e c t i o n ,  b u t  t h a t  e v e n  t h a t  i s  

a b s e n t  and t h e  w h o le  r e s o l v e s  i t s e l f  i n t o  i s o l a t e d  s t o r i e s .  For  

Matthew and Luke t h e  Marcan p o r t r a y a l  i s  n o t  a s t r i n g  o f  p e a r l s ,  

l o o s e l y  s t r u n g  t o g e t h e r ,  w here odd b ea d s  may b e  i n s e r t e d  h e r e  

and t h e r e ,  b u t  r a t h e r  a h ea p  o f  u n s tr u h g  p e a r l s ,  w i t h  perh ap s  

some c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  ( 2 8 1 ) .  They a re  b e s t  r e g a r d e d  as th e  f i r s t  

i n t e r p r e t e r s  o f  Mark ( i n t r o d u c t i o n  I X ) .

In  a c t u a l  f a c t  th e  p r e - P a s s i o n  n a r r a t i v e  i s  i n  a l l  t h r e e  

c a s e s  n o t h i n g  more than a schem e; in  Mark sp r ea d  o v er  t h r e e  d a y s ,  

in  Matthew tv /o , and in  Luke over  a l o n g e r  t im e .  I n to  t h i s  p e r io d  

have  b een  c o l l e c t e d  v a r i o u s  i s o l a t e d  i n c i d e n t s  w h ich  may q u i t e  

w e l l  h a v e  h ap p en ed  in  p r e v io u s  y e a r s  and o u t s i d e  o f  J e r u s a le m .

Only th e  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  c i t y  and t h o s e  p a s s a g e s  w h ic h  d e a l  w i t h  

J e s u s ’ a t t i t u d e  t o  i t s  p e o p le  can be s a f e l y  a t t r i b u t e d  to  t h i s  

s t a g e  in  t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  a l l  th e  r e s t  has b een  f i r s t  by Mark and  

th en  by M atthew and Luke made t o  s u b s e r v e  th e  g e n e r a l  h e a d in g  

’’J e s u s ’ l a s t  d a y s  i n  J e r u s a le m ” ( 3 0 0 - 3 0 1 ) .

The q u e s t i o n  o f  th e  l e n g t h  o f  th e  m i n i s t r y  o f  J e s u s  i s  on 

S c h m id t’ s sh o w in g  u n a n sw er a b le ;  th e  commonly h e l d  t h e o r y  o f  a 

one y e a r  p e r io d  w ould  seem t o  be e x p lo d e d  on th e  e v id e n c e  o f  

Matthew 2 3 3 *7"3 ® (Luke 1 3 3 4 "3 5 ) w here C h r i s t  p r o p h e s i e s  t h e  doom 

o f  J e r u s a le m .  I f  th e  s a y in g  i s  g e n u in e  -  and t h e r e  i s  no a d eq u a te  

rea so n  t o  doubt i t  -  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  iro<r*Kis c a n n o t  mean a n y t h in g  

© lse  th an  more f r e q u e n t  v i s i t s  and l o n g e r  a c q u a in ta n c e  w i t h  

J e r u sa le m  th a n  th e  s y n o p t i c  seq u en ce  on th e  s u r f a c e  i n d i c a t e s  (271  

2 7 2 ) .



The P a s s io n  n a r r a t i v e  how ever r e q u i r e s  a d i f f e r e n t  e v a l u a t i o n .  

I t  i s  t h e  o n ly  s e c t i o n  o f  th e  g o s p e l s  w h ich  p r o v id e s  e x a c t  d e t a i l s  

as t o  t im e  and p l a c e .  T h e r e fo r e  i t  i s  p l a i n  t h a t  from  t h e  o u t s e t  

a c o n t in u o u s  r e c i t a l  was i n  m in d . In  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n a l  g a t h e r i n g s  

and m is s io n a r y  a c t i v i t y  o f  th e  e a r l y  C h u r c h ,w h i le ,  i n d i v i d u a l  t a l e s  

w ould  be n a r r a t e d  f o r  t h e i r  a p o l o g e t i c  or  d i d a c t i c  w o r th ,  th e  

P a s s io n  s t o r y  must have  been read  a s  a w h o le .  Only th u s  co u ld  t h e  

q u e s t i o n  be a n sw ered ;  how d id  J e s u s  come to  be c r u c i f i e d  by t h o s e  

whom He had b e n e f i t e d  by H is s i g n s  and m i r a c l e s ?

I t  I s  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  o l d e s t  and most r e l i a b l e  p a r t  o f  th e  

g o s p e l .  On t h e  one  hand t h e  g o s p e l  w r i t e r s  had t o  c o l l e c t  and  

a rra n g e  i s o l a t e d  i n c i d e n t s  and s a y i n g s ,  o f  d i f f e r e n t  d a t e s  and 

o r i g i n s ,  w i t h  r e s u l t a n t  d isharm on y  i n  many p l a c e s ;  on th e  o t h e r  

hand th e  l a r g e  m easure o f  agreem en t in  th e  s y n o p t i c s  on t h e  m a t te r  

o f  th e  P a s s io n  -  e x t e n d i n g  in d e e d  t o  th e  o t h e r w is e  w id e ly  d i f f e r i n g  

f o u r t h  e v a n g e l i s t  -  p o i n t s  to  a much e a r l i e r  f i x a t i o n  th a n  t h e  r e s t .  

Changes t h e r e  a r e  by way o f  a d d i t i o n  and im provem ent on t h e  p a r t  o f  

th e  l a t e r  g o s p e l  w r i t e r s ,  j u s t  as t h e  hand o f  Mark h i m s e l f  may be  

t r a c e d  i n  h i s  a c c o u n t ,  bu t th e  a l t e r a t i o n -  i s  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  compared  

w i t h  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  th e  r e m a in in g  m a t e r i a l  ( 3 0 5 - 3 0 9 ) .

Schm idt sums up h i s  g e n e r a l  c o n c l u s i o n  as f o l l o w s ;  t h e  o l d e s t  

s k e t c h  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  J e s u s  i s  t h a t  o f  Mark. The la c k  o f  

a d ju stm en t  o f  m a t e r ia l  c o n ta in e d  in  t h a t  g o s p e l  i n d i c a t e s  how t h e  

e a r l i e s t  t r a d i t i o n  c o n c e r n in g  J e s u s  ap p eared  -  no c o n t in u o u s  

n a r r a t iv e  b u t  r a t h e r  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  s t o r i e s  w h ich  a r e  

on th e  w h o le  a r ra n g ed  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w ith  t h e i r  main th em e. T h is  i s  

not a l w a y s  a t  on ce  r e c o g n i s a b l e  s i n c e  t h e y  a r e  s t r u n g  t o g e t h e r  i n t o



th e  h i s t o r y  o f  e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n i t y  w i t h  i t s  d i f f e r e n t  r e l i g i o u s ,  

a p o l o g e t i c  and m i s s i o n a r y  i n t e r e s t s .  Luke b e lo n g s  to  t h i s  p r o c e s s  

t o o ,  th o u g h  he i s  th e  o n ly  e v a n g e l i s t  who has o v er  and above t h a t  

any l i t e r a r y  a s p i r a t i o n s .  W hile  we h a v e  th e  im p r e s s io n  from h i s  

p r o lo g u e  t h a t  h e  h as  i n v e s t i g a t e d  th e  g o s p e l  m a t e r i a l  more th o r o u g h 

l y  and o f f e r s  a more r e l i a b l e  a c c o u n t  o f  e v e n t s  th e  c o n t r a r y  i s  th e  

c a s e :  a l l  t h a t  he b r in g s  t o  t h e  Marcan o u t l i n e ,  a p a r t  from  th e  e x t r a  

m a t e r i a l  w h ich  he l a r g e l y  s h a r e s  w i t h  M atthew, i s  a r e a r r a n g e m e n t  

i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  b e t t e r  p s y c h o lo g y  and l o g i c .

T his  how ever s i t s  i l l  upon t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  s h o r t  a n e c 

d o t a l  form o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  m a t e r ia l  w h ich  was above a l l  d e s ig n e d  

fo r  t h e  p u rp o se s  o f  t h e  d u l b u s . P r o o f  o f  t h i s  l i e s  i n  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  t h e  most b e lo v e d  g o s p e l  in  t h e  e a r l y  Church was t h a t  o f  

Matthew w h ic h  o u t b id s  Mark i n  i t s  a b s e n c e  o f  fram ew ork and i t s  

o b j e c t i v e  g r o u p in g  o f  m a t e r i a l .

In  Mark who on t h e  w h ole  m e r e ly  s e t s  i n d i v i d u a l  s e c t i o n s  

s i d e  by s i d e  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  t o o  much u n n e c e s s a r y  d e t a i l .  In  h i s  

in t r o d u c t i o n s  t h e r e  s t i l l  can  be s e e n  th e  fr a g m e n ts  o f  an i t i n e r a r y .  

Luke o b s e r v e d  t h e s e  and enhanced them . Matthew on th e  o t h e r  hand  

h e ld  them to  be o f  s e c o n d a r y  im p o r ta n c e .  And s i n c e  th e  r e a l  

i t i n e r a r y  o f  J e s u s ,  i n  w h ic h  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  community from i t s  

i n f a n c y  had no i n t e r e s t ,  has been i r r e t r i e v a b l y  l o s t ,  we can  o n l y  

f o l l o w  M atthew ’ s exam ple and in d e e d  o u td o  h im .

The J e s u s  n a r r a t i v e s  l i e  p r i n c i p a l l y  on one and th e  same 

l e v e l .  Only now and th en  can we in  r e s p e c t  o f  t h e  in n e r  n a t u r e  o f  

a s t o r y  d e te r m in e  a c c u r a t e l y  i t s  t im e  and p l a c e .  But on th e  w h o le  

t h e r e  i s  no l i f e  o f  J e s u s  i n  th e  s e n s e  o f  a d e v e l o p i n g  l i f e  s t o r y ,



no c h r o n o l o g i c a l  s k e t c h  o f  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  J e s u s  b u t  o n ly  i s o l a t e d  

t a l e s  and s a y in g * w h ic h  a r e  g iv e n  a fram ew ork ( 3 1 7 ) .

The v a l u e  o f  S c h m id t ’ s work i s  u n d e n i a b l e .  As o p p o sed  t o  

e a s y  s o l u t i o n s  o f  g o s p e l  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  by condem ning th e  o f f e n d i n g  

p a s s a g e s  as  u n h i s t o r i c a l ,  he  assum es t h e  w h o le  s t r u c t u r e  i n  e f f e c t  

t o  be a c t u a l  t r a d i t i o n  m a t e r ia l  and t h a t  from e a r l i e s t  t i m e s .  H is  

m e r i t  l i e s  i n  h i s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a c a s e  f o r  a d o p t in g  a new s t a n d p o in t  

in  r e g a r d  to  t h a t  m a t e r i a l ,  nam ely  t h a t  w h ich  v ie w s  i t  a s  a c o l l e c 

t i o n  o f  in d e p e n d e n t  f r a g m e n t s .

T h is  i s  in  f a c t  t h e  b a s a l  a s su m p t io n  o f  a l l  Form c r i t i c s : 

and i s  t h e  r o c k  on w h ich  th e  w hole  s c h o o l  b u i l d s .  V in c e n t  T a y lo r  

(page 1 3 )  i s  o f  th e  o p in io n  t h a t  t im e  w i l l  q u a l i f y  th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  

the' s y n o p t i c .  fram ework i s  a p u r e ly  a r t i f i c i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  On

th e  o t h e r  hand he  i s  f o r c e d  t o  adm it (p age 3 8 )  t h a t  " w ith  th e

g o s p e l  o f  Mark b e f o r e  us  i t  i s  i m p o s s ib l e  t o  deny t h a t  th e  e a r l i e s t  

t r a d i t i o n  was l a r g e l y  a mass o f  f r a g m e n t s ” . Schm idt has r e c o g n i s e d  

th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  s m a l l  co m p lex es  w i t h i n  t h e  g o s p e l  so  t h a t  T a y l o r ’ s 

o b j e c t i o n s  on t h i s  head  a r e  b e s i d e  t h e  p o i n t . ( 3 9 - 4 0 )

Hor d o e s  h i s  argument t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a " s e n s e  o f  movement" 

in  Mark a l t e r  th e  p o s i t i o n  in  any l a r g e  d e g r e e .  Mark’s g o s p e l  

co u ld  n o t  become a " fo r m le s s  c o l l e c t i o n "  by i t s  v e r y  n a t u r e  as  

s t a r t i n g  w i t h  J e s u s ’ B a p tism  and e n d in g  w i t h  H is D ea th  and R e s u r r e c 

t i o n ,  n o r  can t h e r e  f a i l  t o  be a " s e n s e  o f  movement" i n  any s e r i e s  

o f  a n e c d o te s  and s a y in g s  w h ich  a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  under r o u g h ly  p r o g r e s 

s iv e  h e a d in g s .  Mark had c e r t a i n l y  " a c c e s s  to  good t r a d i t io n  c o n c e r n in g  

the p u b l ic  M in i s t r y  o f  J e s u s "  -  in d e e d  t h e  b e s t  t h a t  t h e r e  was -

"out t h a t  d o es  n o t  a l t e r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  when he g o t  i t  i t  was so  f a r



as we can  ju d g e  i n  a v e r y  much l e s s  c o h e r e n t  form th a n  t h a t  i n  

w h ic h  h e  p r e s e n t s  i t .

S c h m id t ’ s g e n e r a l  c la im  rem a in s  un an sw ered  and must now be  

r eg a r d e d  as  a p r e l i m i n a r y  a s su m p t io n  f o r  a l l  g o s p e l  s t u d y .  I t  I s  

t h e  m ost r e a s o n a b le  and p r o b a b le  s o l u t i o n  as  w e l l  a s  t h a t  m ost i n  

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  t e x t u a l  e v id e n c e  t o  im a g in e  t h e s e  f r a g m e n t s ,  

w hether  o r a l  o r  w r i t t e n ,  as  r e a c h in g  Mark’ s hands In  a d i s j o i n t e d  

or  i s o l a t e d  s t a t e  and b e i n g  grouped and a r ra n g ed  by him  w i t h  l i t t l e  

a l t e r a t i o n  i n t o  a g e n e r a l  scheme o f  a l i f e  s t o r y .

I f  a t  t im e s  S c h m id t ’s e f f o r t s  t o  prove  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  

c h r o n o lo g y  o r  to p o g r a p h y  seem  a t r i f l e  s t r a in e d  ( e . g .  p ages  7 9 ,  8 5 ,  

1 9 1 . )  h i s  g e n e r a l  c o n t e n t i o n  i s  a d e q u a t e ly  e s t a b l i s h e d .  We do 

n o t  r e q u ir e  t o  s u b s c r i b e  t o  more th an  h i s  fu n d a m en ta l  p o s i t i o n  

and may h o ld  t h a t  in  some r e s p e c t s  he h a s  e r r e d  on th e  s i d e  o f  

c o n s e r v a t i s m  in  o t h e r s  on th e  s i d e  o f  r a d i c a l i s m .  1
i

Perhaps he w i l l  be shown t o  h a v e  b e e n  t o o  c o n s e r v a t i v e  i n  !

h i s  e s t i m a t e  o f  th e  e v a n g e l i s t s ’ r o l e  or  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  a p p r e c ia t iv e !  

o f  th e  work o f  th e  Church in  th e  fo r m a t io n  o f  th e  e a r l i e s t  t r a d i t i o n .  

That he seem s t o  h ave  h e ld  some form o f  t h i s  b e l i e f  i s  how ever  

i n d i c a t e d  in  h i s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  • " in  my o p in io n  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  

th e  e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n  C u l t u s ,  th e  s e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  Church, f o r  th e  

d eve lop m en t o f  g o s p e l  l i t e r a t u r e  ca n n o t  be t o o  h i g h l y  e s t i m a t e d .

The o l d e s t  t r a d i t i o n  o f  J e s u s  i s  c o n d i t i o n e d  by th e  C u l t u s ,  t h e r e f o r e  

s y m b o lic  ( B i l d h a f t ) and s u p r a - h i s t o r i c a l . " (VI)

The a d v a n ta g e s  o f  t h i s  d i s c o v e r y  from our p o i n t  o f  v ie w  a r e  

o n ly  t o  be compared w i t h  i t s  d i s a d v a n t a g e s .  On th e  c r e d i t  s i d e  can  

be s a id  t h a t  i n s t e a d  o f  b e i n g  c o n t e n t  to  r e g a r d  th e  y e a r s  30 t o  70



as a b la n k  ( i . e .  from t h e  D eath  o f  J e s u s  to  th e  c o m p o s i t io n  o f  

Mark) we a r e  p u t i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  a mass o f  m a t e r i a l  r e p r o d u c e d  

more or l e s s  i n  t h e  form  in  w h ich  i t  was t o l d  from mouth t o  mouth  

o r  on s c r a p s  o f  p a p y r u s .  We have  th u s  a c o n t in u o u s  l i n e  o f  in f o r m a 

t i o n  as  t o  t h e  t e a c h i n g  and th o u g h t  o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  C h r i s t i a n s  i n  

t h e s e  h id d e n  y e a r s ,  i n s t e a d  o f  b e i n g  l e f t  e n t i r e l y  i n  th e  dark  

u n t i l  th e  em ergen ce  o f  t h e  f i r s t  g o s p e l .

On th e  d e b i t  s i d e  how ever what we must reck on  w i t h  i s  t h i s :  

t h a t  what seem s t o  us  t o  b e  a c o h e r e n t  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  l i f e  o f  J e s u s  

i s  on t h e  c o n t r a r y  n o t h in g  o f  th e  s o r t .  What seem s t o  be a s e q u e n c e  

o f  e v e n t s  i s  in  r e a l i t y  th e  a r t i f i c i a l  fram ework o f  th e  e v a n g e l i s t . .  

What seem s t o  be d ev e lo p m e n t  i n  th e  th o u g h t  and a c t i o n  o f  J e s u s  i s  

b u t th e  arra n g em en t and r e v i s i o n  o f  Mark.



IV. D i b e l i u s  .

D i b e l i u s  b u i l d s  on S c h m id t ’s  f o u n d a t i o n s ;  h e  a c c e p t s  t h e  

b a s a l  a s su m p t io n  t h a t  t h e  g o s p e l  w r i t e r s  w ere c o l l e c t o r s  o f  i s o l 

a t e d  fr a g m e n ts  r a t h e r  th a n  com p osers  o f  c o n s e c u t i v e  n a r r a t i v e s .

H is  p e c u l i a r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  i s  h i s  t h e o r y  o f  th e  Sermon (C h a p te r  2 ,  

F o r m e g e s c h ic h t e  d e s  E v a n g e l iu m s ) .

The g e n e r a t i o n  o f  C h r i s t i a n s  im m e d ia te ly  f o l l o w i n g  on t h e  

d e a t h  o f  Our Lord e x p e c t e d  th e  end o f  th e  w o r ld  i n  t h e i r  own l i f e 

t im e  : i t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  im p ro b a b le  t h a t  t h e y  had any i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  

d e v o t e  t h e m s e lv e s  t o  l i t e r a r y  a c t i v i t i e s :  b e s i d e s  w h ich  t h e y  w ere  

by n a t u r e  and p r o f e s s i o n  u n l i t e r a r y  men. How th e n  a r e  t h e  g o s p e l s  

to  be a c c o u n te d  f o r ?  Our Lord d i e d  around 30 A .D .;  t h e  f i r s t  

g o s p e l  a p p ea r s  a f t e r  70 A .D . There i s  a h i a t u s  o f  o v e r  f o r t y  

y e a r s ,  i n  w h ic h ,  c o n te n d s  D i b e l i u s ,  e i t h e r  th e  g o s p e l s  had an  

u n l i t e r a r y  e x i s t e n c e  o r  t h e y  had no e x i s t e n c e  a t  a l l .

In d eed  we m ust a s k  o u r s e l v e s  c o u ld  any t r a d i t i o n  a r i s e  

under su ch  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  and ou r  t a s k  i s  f i r s t  and fo r e m o s t  to  

r e c o n s t r u c t  th e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  e a r l y  Church and to  s e e  w h e th e r  

c o n d i t i o n s  th e n  w ould  l e n d  th e m s e lv e s  t o  th e  r i s e  o f  g o s p e l  

m a t e r i a l ,  and o f  what s o r t  t h a t  m ig h t  be e x p e c t e d  t o  b e .  We m ust  

g e t  b ack  to  th e  HS i t z  im L eb en11 o f  th e  e a r l i e s t  s tr a tu m  o f  th e  

g o s p e l s ,  exam ine th e  en v iro n m en t and th e  g e n e r a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  o t h e r 

w is e  we are  a t  a l o s s  to  e x p l a i n  why t h e r e  s h o u ld  be any  g o s p e l s  

a t  a l l  and t h e y  w ould  s ta n d  i n  a vacuum from  w h ich  t h e r e  w ould  be



no d e l i v e r a n c e .

We may assum e t h a t  b e f o r e  and a f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  J e s u s  

H is  w ords and d e e d s  w ere c u r r e n t  among H is  f o l l o w e r s  and t h a t  

added t o  t h i s  w ould  be th e  n a r r a t i v e  o f  H is  p a s s i o n  and d e a t h .

When t h e r e f o r e  t h e s e  make t h e i r  a p p ea r a n c e  i n  g o s p e l  form  

we s h o u ld  e n q u ir e  how t h a t  came a b o u t .  I t  i s  n o t  enough t o  s a y  

t h a t  i t  i s  e x p l a i n e d  by  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n :  f o r  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  men 

who a w a i t e d  t h e  end o f  a l l  t h i n g s  would h ave  no c o n c e r n  w i t h  

e v e n t s  o f  th e  im m ed ia te  p a s t .

By f a r  th e  more l i k e l y  d e v e lo p m e n t i n  v ie w  o f  th e  

E s c h a t o l o g i c a l  a t t i t u d e  o f  th e  t im e s  w ould be t h a t  amid p r o p h e t i c  

u t t e r a n c e  and a p o c a l y p t i c  e x c i t e m e n t  th e  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  o f  J e s u s  

w ould v a n i s h ,  o r  by h a v in g  a f a l s e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  p u t on  i t  w ould  

l o s e  i t s  v a l u e .

Thus i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  g o s p e l s  b e in g  a n a t u r a l  c o n s e q u e n c e  

o f  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  c u r r e n t  o r a l  n a r r a t i v e  c o n c e r n in g  J e s u s ,  t h e  

p rob lem  i s  to  d i s c o v e r  how i t  was t h a t  a n y t h in g  was p r e s e r v e d  a t  

a l l .

T r a d i t i o n  can o n l y  become s t a b i l i s e d  e i t h e r  u n d er  o r d e r e d  

p r e a c h in g  o r  by immanent l a w s : we m ust e n q u ir e  t h e r e f o r e  a s  t o  t h e  

O c ca s io n  f o r  th e  w r i t i n g  o f  th e  g o s p e l s  and t h e  Law w h ich  g o v e rn ed  

th e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  m a t e r i a l .  I f  i t  i s  d i s p u t e d  t h a t  a law  o f  

d e v e lo p m e n t m ust be t r a c e a b l e ,  th e n  i t  m ust a l s o  be shown t h a t  

th e  g o s p e l s  a r e  n o t  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  i n c i d e n t s  and s a y i n g s ,  r e p o r t e d



i n  t h e  norm al f a s h i o n  o f  f o l k - l o r e  : t h e y  t h e n  c o n s t i t u t e  a  p u r e l y  

l i t e r a r y  phenomenon w h ich  i s  o t h e r w i s e  i n e x p l i c a b l e .  On t h e  o t h e r  

hand i f  t h e r e  had b e e n  no o c c a s i o n ,  t h e n  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s e e  why 

l e t t e r - s h y  men sh o u ld  c r e a t e  a t r a d i t i o n  w h ich  was to  p r e c e d e  t h e  

l i t e r a r y  p r o d u c t io n s  t h a t  f o l l o w e d .

D i b e l i u s  f i n d s  th e  s o l u t i o n  t o  th e  r i d d l e  i n  t h e  p r o lo g u e  

to  L u k e 's  g o s p e l :  ••For a s  much a s  many h a v e  ta k e n  i n  hand t o  s e t

f o r t h  i n  o r d e r  a d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  t h i n g s  w h ich  a re  m ost s u r e l y  

b e l i e v e d  among us , t v e n  a s  t h e y  d e l i v e r e d  them unto  us w h ich  from  

th e  b e g i n n i n g  w ere e y e w i t n e s s e s  and m i n i s t e r s  o f  t h e  w ord , i t  

seem ed good  t o  me a l s o  t o  w r i t e  u n to  t h e e  i n  o r d e r ,  e t c . 11 T h is  

o t h e r w is e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  I n t r o d u c t i o n  i s  n o te w o r th y  f o r  i t s  v a r i a t i o n  

i n  one im p o r ta n t  r e s p e c t .  The u s u a l  fo r m u la  i n  a work o f  t h i s  k in d  

would h a v e  b e e n  111 who was an e y e w i t n e s s  h a v e  i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  e t c . 11 

Luke h ow ever  b a s e s  h i s  own work and th e  a t t e m p ts  t h a t  p r e c e d e d  him  

upon t h e  t e s t im o n y  o f  unnamed p e r s o n s  who had l i v e d  i n  th e  t im e  

i n  q u e s t i o n .  F u r t h e r ,  t h o s e  who had b e e n  e y e w i t n e s s e s  o f  th e  

e v e n t s  became a c c o r d in g  to  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  " s e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  w ord",  

i . e .  p r e a c h e r s ,  and m i s s i o n a r i e s .  Here a r e  t h e n  b o th  th e  o c c a s i o n  

and t h e  law  o f  t r a n s m i s s i o n :  th e  e y e w i t n e s s e s  become p r e a c h e r s  and  

r e l a t e  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  and t h e s e  e x p e r i e n c e s  a r e  s u b j e c t e d  to  

c e r t a i n  a im s and i n t e r e s t s .  From an e x a m in a t io n  o f  th e  s y n o p t i c s  

i t  w i l l  be  s e e n  t h a t  m a t e r i a l  was n o t  a l lo w e d  t o  s e e k  i t s  own f a t e ,  

but t h a t  i t  was n o u r is h e d  and r e g u l a t e d ,  many t r a d i t i o n s  e x i s t i n g



i n  a lm o s t  t h e  same form  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s ,  and a s  t o  th e  o c c a s i o n ,  

t h i s  can  a l s o  be o b s e r v e d  i n  many i n c i d e n t s  and s a y i n g s  w hose p u r 

p o s e  i s  c l e a r :  n am ely  t h e  M i s s i o n .

M is s io n a r y  e n t e r p r i s e  i s  t h e r e f o r e  th e  k e y n o te  o f  th e  a c t i v i t y  

o f  th e  e a r l y  C hu rch , and to  t h e  p r e a c h in g  i n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  we m ust  

l o o k  f o r  th e  " S i t z  im Leben" o f  th e  g o s p e l  m a t e r i a l  and th e  p r e s e r 

v a t i o n  o f  any  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  J e s u s .

Thus t h e  r e m i n i s c e n c e s  o f  t h e  e y e w i t n e s s e s  w ere  n o t  m e r e ly  

e x ch a n g e  o f  e x p e r i e n c e s  w h ich  w ould  l e a d  t o  no s e t  form  o f  t r a d i 

t i o n ,  n o r  w ere  t h e y  f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  p o s t e r i t y ,  f o r  t o  t h e i r

t h i n k i n g  t h e r e  w ould  be no such  t h i n g .

Only a s u b j u g a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  k n ow led ge  t o  t h e  n e e d s  o f  m i s 

s io n a r y  a c t i v i t y  c o u ld  g i v e  any s t a b i l i t y  t o  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  

m a t e r i a l :  i . e .  t h e y  w ere n o t  h ap hazard  r e c o l l e c t i o n s ,  b u t  r e c o l 

l e c t i o n s  p o w e r fu l  enough t o  ev o k e  r e p e n ta n c e  and to  w in  c o n v e r t s .

For t h i s  p u rp o se  o n l y  a d i s c i p l i n e d  t r a d i t i o n  w ould  be o f  any  

s e r v i c e ,  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  m a t e r i a l  had to  be u sed  t o  i t s  b e s t  a d v a n 

t a g e ,  and n o t  l e f t  t o  th e  ch an ce  a t t e n t i o n s  and f a l l i b l e  m em ories  

o f  t h e  m i s s i o n a r i e s .

T h is  body o f  p r e a c h in g  m a t t e r  w ould be u s e d  f o r  t h e  c o n 

v e r s i o n  o f  Jews and G e n t i l e s ,  f o r  w o r sh ip  i n  a l r e a d y  e s t a b l i s h e d  

c o n g r e g a t i o n s ,  f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  n ew ly -w on  c o n v e r t s .  In  a l l  t h e s e  

c a s e s  in f o r m a t io n  a b o u t J e s u s  w ould be e s s e n t i a l  th ou gh  i n  some

c a s e s  r e f e r r e d  t o  more th a n  i n  o t h e r s ,  e . g .  i t  w ould  be e x p e c t e d



t h a t  t h o s e  c o m m u n it ie s  w h ic h  a r o s e  on a J e w is h  f o u n d a t io n  w ou ld  be  

i n  c l o s e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  a c t u a l  e v e n t s  th a n  t h o s e  

fo u n d ed  b y  P a u l .

A c c o r d in g  t o  D i b e l i u s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  th e  Sermon i n  t h i s  w id e  

s e n s e ,  i n c l u d i n g  a l l  p o s s i b l e  form s o f  C h r i s t i a n  p r e a c h in g  and  

i n s t r u c t i o n ,  i s  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  a l l  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  J e s u s  t h a t  we 

p o s s e s s ,  a s  t h e  M is s io n  i s  th e  c a u s e .

From L u k e ’s p r o lo g u e  i t  can  be f u r t h e r  s e e n  t h a t  t h e  m a t e r i a l  

i n  h i s  g o s p e l  i s  n o t  th e  c o n t e n t s  o f  serm ons b u t  a p le d g e  f o r  what  

was i n  t h e  serm on . A l l  our o b s e r v a t i o n s  te n d  t o  c o n f ir m  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  t h e  m i s s i o n a r i e s  d id  n o t  r e l a t e  t h e  l i f e  o f  J e s u s  b u t  t h e  

s a l v a t i o n  t h a t  had a p p ea red  i n  Him. W hatever t h e y  r e l a t e d  was su b 

o r d in a t e d  t o  th e  G o s p e l ,  and had t o  c o n f ir m  and j u s t i f y  i t .

I t  n e e d  n o t  be im a g in e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a s p e c i a l  t y p e  o f  

sermon p r e a c h e d  i n  t h o s e  t i m e s ,  In  w h ich  a l l  th e  g o s p e l  m a t e r i a l  

can f i n d  i t s  p l a c e :  th e  m a t e r i a l  p r e s e n t e d  t h e r e  r a t h e r  o b j e c t i -
\

v a t e s  th e  p r e a c h in g  o f  s a l v a t i o n ,  w i l l  so m etim es  be i n c lu d e d  i n  

th e  serm on , som etim es  ta c k e d  on to  i t .

The o l d e s t  fr a g m e n ts  must h a v e  b e e n  o f  t h i s  t y p e ,  a l th o u g h  

no serm ons o f  t h e  f i r s t  few  d e c a d e s  e x i s t  t o  c o n f ir m  t h i s  f u l l y .  

There a re  how ever  th e  serm ons i n  A c ts  w hich  h ave  a n o t a b l e  s i m i 

l a r i t y :  t h e  q u e s t i o n  w h e th e r  th e y  a r e  a l l  g e n u in e  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  

u n im p o r ta n t .  F or  i f  t h e i r  s i m i l a r i t y  d ep en d s  on  h i s t o r i c  f a c t  i t  

i s  no more s t r i k i n g  th a n  i f  th e  a u th o r  -  l i k e  J o sep h u s  -  composed



th e  s p e e c h e s  h i m s e l f .  The same g e n e r a l  l i n e  i s  a d o p te d  i n  t h e  s e r 

mons o f  P e t e r  and P a u l on  t h r e e  o c c a s i o n s : t o  t h e  p e o p l e , b e f o r e  

C o r n e l i u s ,  and a t  A n t i o c h ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  w r i t e r  o f  A c ts  had  o t h e r  

sch em es w h ic h  w ere p o s s i b l e  -  a s  i n  t h e  s p e e c h e s  b e f o r e  F e l i x  and  

A g r ip p a .

I n  t h e  fo rm er  group t h e r e  i s  a p a r t  from  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n , w h i c h  

v a r i e s  a c c o r d in g  t o  c o n t e x t ,  th e  same sch em e: Kerugma, s c r i p t u r a l  

p r o o f  and c a l l  t o  r e p e n t a n c e .  S a l v a t i o n  th ro u g h  C h r i s t  i s  c o n f ir m e d  

by th e  Old T estam en t and i s  made t h e  ground o f  an a p p e a l  f o r  c o n 

v e r s i o n .  The c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  em erges  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  was a c o n s c io u s  

a ttem p t  on  th e  p a r t  o f  t h e  a u th o r  to  show t h e  s i m i l a r i t y  o f  C h r i s t i a n  

p r e a c h in g  -  a s  o p p o se d  t o  an  a t te m p t  t o  show t h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e

11A p o s t l e s ’ m in d s ,  and t h i s  i s  c o n f ir m e d  by a r e f e r e n c e  t o  1 C o r .  15  

where P au l sp e a k s  o f  a l l  C h r i s t i a n  p r e a c h in g  a s  b e in g  o f  th e  same type,

D i b e l i u s  p r o c e e d s  t o  b u i l d  m ost o f  h i s  argum ents  upon t h i s  p a s 

sa g e  In  P a u l .  I f  t h e  serm ons i n  A c ts  are  d i s p u t e d  t h e r e  i s  no d o u b t  

as  to  th e  g e n u in e n e s s  o f  P a u l ’s l e t t e r ,  where h e  q u o te s  a s  a  t r a d i 

t i o n  w h ich  h e  h i m s e l f  r e c e i v e d  th e  m essa g e  o f  th e  d e a th  o f  C h r i s t

Tor th e  s i n s  o f  men. T h is  must t h e r e f o r e  h ave  b een  a l r e a d y  e s t a b -
as

l i s h e d  by th e  t h i r t i e s  i n  A n t io c h  o r  Damascus -  a p p a r e n t l y / a  f o r m u la .  

T hese co m m u n itie s  w ould th u s  ap p ear  t o  h a v e  g i v e n  t h o s e  whom t h e y  

s e n t  o u t  a s  m i s s i o n a r i e s  fo r m u la e  o f  t h i s  k in d ,  summary o f  t h e  

C h r i s t i a n  serm on, t o  u se  i n  m i s s i o n  work o r  to  keep them f i r m  i n  

th e  f a i t h .  We may t h e r e f o r e  assume t r a d i t i o n  o f  t h i s  ty p e  v a r y in g  

in  s m a ll  d e t a i l s  ( c f . th e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw een  I  C or . 1 5 ,  t h e  s y n o p t i c s
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and A c ts  i n  t h e i r  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  d e a t h  and r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  J e s u s )  

a c c o r d in g  to  t h e  p l a c e  o f  i t s  o r i g i n ,  s i n c e  no p a r t i c u l a r  com m unity  

p o s s e s s e d  suprem e a u t h o r i t y  on t h i s  m a t t e r .

Such a Kerugma was i n c lu d e d  i n  th e  serm on a s  a s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  

f o r  im p a r t in g  in f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  J e s u s  : t h a t  t h i s  Kerugma was th e  

g e n e r a l  p r a c t i c e  i s  s e e n  from  th e  p a s s a g e  q u o t e d .  I t  w ou ld  s e r v e  

b o th  a s  an  o c c a s i o n  f o r  p r e a c h in g  to  n o n - C h r i s t i a n s  and w ould  a c t  a s  

a r em in d er  t o  th e  C h r i s t i a n s  t h e m s e l v e s .

D i b e l i u s ’ c o n c l u s i o n  from  t h i s  p a s s a g e  i s  t h a t  th e  t r a d i t i o n ,  

o r i g i n a l l y  sp o k en  i n  A ram aic , t h e n  f u r t h e r  r e c o u n te d  i n  G reek , was  

e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  su ch  a f i x e d  fo r m u la  i n  G reek s p e a k in g  co m m u n it ie s  

f o r  m i s s i o n a r y  p u r p o s e s .  Paul seem s i n  h i s  use  o f  

and wyuu t o  r e l a t e  th e  p r o c e d u r e  o f  th e  e a r l y  Church t o  t h e

^ 3  I? and &  o f  c l a s s i c a l  J u d a ism .
•»  •*  ** 1

From t h e s e  serm ons w hich  are  p r e s e r v e d ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  

i n t e r e s t  c e n t r e d  round th e  s u f f e r i n g ,  d e a t h  o r  r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  

J e su s  and o n l y  o c c a s i o n a l l y  round t h e  r e s t  o f  H is  l i f e .  T h is  i s  

o n ly  to  be e x p e c t e d  i n  v iew  o f  th e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  H is  d e a t h  i n  

r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  e x p e c t e d  P a r o u s i a .  The e v e n t s  i n  J e r u sa le m  w ere  

th e  p r e lu d e  t o  th e  com ing en d , w ere th e  f i r s t  a c t  o f  th e  £<r)(A-tA . 

S a l v a t i o n  came to  them n o t  o n l y  i n  th e  p e r s o n  and s a y i n g s  o f  J e s u s  

bu t a c t u a l l y  i n  t h e s e  h a p p e n in g s .  The p arad ox  o f  t h e  C ross  and th e  

q u e s t i o n  o f  g u i l t  c o u ld  o n l y  be e x p la in e d  by a h i s t o r i c a l  s e q u e n c e  

su ch  a s  i s  fo u n d  i n  Mark’s  P a s s io n  w i t h o u t  i t s  n e c e s s a r i l y  b e in g  so
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c o m p r e h e n s iv e . That t h e  s y n o p t i c s  and John show h e r e  a lo n e  g r e a t e s t  

m easure o f  a g r eem en t i s  a c o n f i r m a t io n  o f  th e  e a r l y  o r i g i n  o f  su ch  

a c o n n e c te d  w h o le .

In  p r e a c h i n g ,  d e t a i l s  o f  th e  l i f e  o f  J e s u s  w ould  o n l y  be o f  

s e c o n d a r y  im p o r t a n c e .  They h a v e  no v i t a l  r o l e  i n  th e  g r e a t  m a t t e r  

o f  s a l v a t i o n :  t h e y  a r e  n o t  c o sm ic  a c t s  o r  a p r o lo g u e  t o  t h e  end o f  

th e  w o r ld ;  r a t h e r  a r e  t h e y  a f o r e t a s t e  o f  th e  f u t u r e  power o f  th e  

M e s s ia h .  They n e e d e d  o n l y  to  be m e n t io n e d  a s  e x a m p le s ,  n o t  a s  c o n 

s t i t u t i v e  p a r t s  o f  th e  w o r ld  r e d e m p t io n .  No b i o g r a p h i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  

o f  J e s u s '  a c t i v i t y  c o u ld  be u s e d ,  s i n c e  t h a t  w ould h ave  no r e d e m p t iv e  

v a l u e ,  n o r  c o m p l i c a t e d  n a r r a t i v e  s i n c e  t h a t  w ould  o n l y  h a v e  r u in e d  

t h e  e f f e c t  o f  th e  serm o n . Some su ch  use  t h e r e f o r e  o f  t h e  d e t a i l s  

o f  J e s u s ’ l i f e  m ust be assumed on t h e  l i n e s  o f  C lem ent o f  Rome's

use o f  th e  s t o r y  o f  C a in  and Abel t o  i l l u s t r a t e  th e  s i n  o f  e n v y .

38Where m e n t io n  o f  t h e  l i f e  o f  J e s u s  i s  made i n  A c ts  10 and

222 t h i s  i s  b orn e  o u t .  !,J e s u s  o f  N a z a r e th ,  a man ap p roved  o f  God

22
among you  by m i r a c l e s ,  w onders  and s i g n s ' 1 2  . " J esu s  o f  N a z a re th

who w ent a b o u t  d o in g  good  and h e a l i n g  a l l  t h a t  were o p p r e s s e d  o f  

th e  D e v i l"  10 . B oth  c a s e s  c o n c e r n  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  His power

end may be ta k e n  to  i n c l u d e  a l s o  d e c i s i o n s  i n  c o n t r o v e r s i e s ,  a n sw ers  

to  q u e s t i o n s  and o t h e r  s a y in g s  w h ich  a r e  a l s o  r eck o n ed  a s  e v id e n c e  

o f  power (Mark l 2 2 ) .

They are  m e n t io n e d  a t  a l l  t o  show t h a t  "God was w i t h  J e s u s " :  

had t h e y  n o t  had t h a t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t h e y  c o u ld  h ave  fou nd  no p l a c e  

in  th e  serm on . And s i n c e  i t  i s  o b v io u s  t h a t  th e  serm ons i n  A c ts  a re



mere s k e l e t o n s  o f  a c t u a l  p r e a c h i n g ,  s o  i t  may be assum ed t h a t  no  

su ch  b a re  s t a t e m e n t  was made i n  p r e a c h in g  a s  t h a t  "He w ent a b ou t  

d o in g  g o o d  and h e a l i n g  a l l  t h a t  w ere  o p p r e s s e d  by t h e  d e v i l "  o r  

t h a t  He p er fo r m ed  " m i r a c l e s , w onders and s i g n s "  w i t h o u t  i n t r o d u c i n g  

ex a m p les  o f  t h e s e  pow ers i n  c o n f i r m a t i o n .

Such I n c i d e n t s  w ould  be u t i l i s e d  w i t h o u t  n a r r a t i v e  e x a c t n e s s ,  

and i n  a manner t h a t  w ould  n o t  im p a ir  th e  s t y l e  o f  t h e  serm on: t h e y  

c o u ld  o n l y  be u se d  i n  t h e  sermon a s  e x a m p le s .

They w ere n e i t h e r  t o  p r o v id e  a c o n n e c te d  n a r r a t i v e ,  n o r  t o  

s a t i s f y  a d e s i r e  f o r  k n o w led g e ,  n o r  t o  a s t o n i s h  by t h e i r  own v i r t u e ,  

but o n l y  t o  s u p p o r t  th e  d i d a c t i c  m o t iv e  o f  t h e  p r e a c h i n g .  Such

exam p les  from the l i f e  o f  J e s u s  D i b e l i u s  c a l l s  P a ra d ig m s.

B e s id e  th e  P a s s i o n  S t o r y  (w h ich  w ould  be to o  lo n g  f o r  u se  i n  

p r e a c h in g )  and t h e  P a ra d ig m s, t h e r e  m ust be assum ed a d i f f e r e n t  

d ev e lo p m en t f o r  t h e  s a y i n g s  o f  J e s u s  w h ich  h a v e  no n a r r a t i v e  i n t r o 

d u c t i o n  o r  c o n n e c t i o n ,  su ch  a s  p a r a b le s  and commandments. T h ese  

would h a v e  t h e i r  p l a c e  p r i n c i p a l l y  i n  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a l r e a d y  c o n 

v e r t e d  C h r i s t i a n s .  The f a c t  t h a t  Q, can  be i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a s e p a r a t e

c a t e g o r y  i n  t h e  g o s p e l s  i s  c o n f ir m a t io n  o f  i t s  d i v e r g e n t  d e v e lo p m e n t .

N a r r a t iv e  and s a y i n g s  were form ed under d i f f e r e n t  c o n d i t i o n s .

To m od em  m inds t h i s  may seem od d , i n f l u e n c e d  a s  t h e y  a r e  by  

th e  b i o g r a p h i c a l  c o n c e p t io n ,  w hich  would combine words and d e e d s  i n  

a compact w h o le  and e x p e c t  them t o  be u n i t e d  from  t h e  b e g i n n i n g .  

J ew ish  t r a d i t i o n  on th e  o t h e r  hand was f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  c l e a v a g e



b e tw e en  H alakha and H a g g a d a : th e  fo r m e r  c o n t a i n i n g  r u l e s  f o r  l i f e ;  

t h e  l a t t e r  h i s t o r y  and t h e o l o g y .

The c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o f  t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  t h e  J e w is h  r e l i g i o n  

w it h  t h e  f a c t s  o f  t h e  New T estam en t t e x t  i s  c l e a r l y  e v i d e n t .  I n  

t h e  H alakha e v e r y  s a y i n g  had t o  be  p r e s e r v e d  w i t h  th e  g r e a t e s t  ca re  

s i n c e  t h e y  demanded o b e d i e n c e ,  w h erea s  th e  Haggada e n jo y e d  c o n s i d e r 

a b le  fr e ed o m , r e q u i r i n g  o n l y  to  be r e s p e c t e d  by th e  i n d i v i d u a l .  I f  

th e  same c o n d i t i o n s  p r e v a i l e d  i n  th e  e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n  co m m u n it ie s  i t  

w ould  b e  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  s a y in g s  o f  J e s u s  w ould  be  t r a n s l a t e d  

l i t e r a l l y  from  th e  o r i g i n a l  sp o k en  o r  w r i t t e n  A ram aic , w h i l e  th e  

s t o r i e s  w ould  b e  r e l a t e d  f r e e l y .

T hat t h i s  was t h e  c a s e  a p p ea rs  to  be i n d i c a t e d  by Matthew

2 - 0  I p 2311 and Luke 7 -L0“<i0 w here t h e  q u e s t i o n  and answ er r e g a r d in g  John

th e  B a p t i s t ’ s a c t i v i t y  a r e  p r a c t i c a l l y  i d e n t i c a l ,  w h erea s  th e  n a r r a 

t i v e  fram ew ork d i f f e r s  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  S i m i l a r l y ,  Matthew 8 ® " ^  and

6 -9Luke 7 , th e  words o f  th e  c e n t u r io n  and J e s u s ’ r e p l y  c o i n c i d e

w h i le  th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n s  a re  q u i t e  d i s t i n c t .  W hether t h e r e  was 

o r i g i n a l l y  a fram ew ork round t h e s e  s t o r i e s  w h ich  was r e g a r d e d  w i t h  

i n d i f f e r e n c e  by  one o r  b o th  w r i t e r s ,  or  w h e th e r  t h e r e  was none t o  

b e g in  w i t h ,  th e  t r e a tm e n t  i s  I l l u s t r a t i v e  o f  th e  v a r y in g  c o n d i t i o n s  

under w h ich  sp o k en  and w r i t t e n  m a t e r i a l  d e v e l o p e d .

On t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  where th e  t r a d i t i o n  m a in ly  o r i g i n a t e d  

D i b e l i u s  a s c r i b e s  i t  m o s t ly  to  th e  G reek s p e a k in g  Jews o f  t h e  

D ia s p o r a .  The f i r s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n s m u s t  h ave  sprung from  t h e  c i r c l e



around J e s u s  i n  P a l e s t i n e .  But o f  t h e s e  e a r l i e s t  g ro u p s  we know 

l i t t l e ,  and n o t h i n g  h a s  b e e n  p r e s e r v e d  i n  A ra m a ic .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand  

h ow ever  much we e x p l a i n  away P a u l ’s s i l e n c e  r e g a r d in g  t h e  e a r t h l y  

l i f e  o f  J e s u s  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e s i s t  th e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e  

C hurches fo u n d e d  by h im  d i d  n o t  i n t e r e s t  t h e m s e lv e s  t o  any e x t e n t

i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  P a l e s t i n i a n  t r a d i t i o n .

23 3In d eed  th e  a p o s t l e  ( I C o r .  11 .1 5  ) s p e a k s  o f  h i m s e l f  a s  h a v in g

a c q u ir e d  h i s  t r a d i t i o n  m a t e r i a l  from  o t h e r  h a n d s .  U i i s  on t h e  e v i 

d en c e  o f  G a l a t i a n s  c a n n o t  mean J e r u sa le m  and m ust r e f e r  t o  t h o s e  

c o m m u n itie s  w here P au l h i m s e l f  was a m i s s i o n a r y :  Damascus and A n t io c h  

i n  S y r i a .  H e l l e n i s t i c  C h r i s t i a n i t y  t h e r e f o r e  b e f o r e  Paul was a b le  

to  hand on t r a d i t i o n  and so f a r  a s  i t  was i n  G reek , t o  form  i t .

T hese  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  b e a r in g  a c l o s e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  Ju d a ism  

th an  d i d  t h e  c h u r c h e s  fo u n d e d  by P au l grew o u t  o f  th e  J e w is h  s e t t l e 

m ents a t  A n t io c h ,  D am ascus, A le x a n d r ia  and Rome w i t h o u t  s e v e r i n g  

c o m p le t e ly  from  J e w is h  p r a c t i c e s .

They b rou gh t w i t h  them a s t o c k ‘o f  p r a y e r s ,  s o n g s ,  and p r e c e p t s  

i n t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Church f o r  l i t u r g i c a l  p u r p o s e s ;  w i t n e s s  t h e  

J ew ish  m a t e r i a l  i n  C h r i s t i a n  g u i s e  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  th e  p r a y e r s  i n  

D idache 9 . 1 0 . ,  i  C lem . 5 9 - 6 1 ,  many so n g s  o f  th e  A p o c a ly p s e ,  Odes 

o f  Solom on, and th e  p a r a n e t i c  m a t e r i a l  i n  James and Hermas (M a n d a ta ) .  

I t  was c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e s e  c o n g r e g a t io n s  t h a t  t h e y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  

Judaism fou n d  i t s  f u l f i l m e n t  i n  t h e  a p p ea ra n ce  o f  C h r i s t  a s  t h e  

M essiah  ( a s  op p o sed  t o  P a u l ’s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  a new and p a r a d o x ic a l



r e v e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  God o f  t h e  J e w s ) .  Thus i n  t h e s e  co m m u n it ie s  t h e r e  

n eed  be added to  w hat was a l r e a d y  b e in g  p r e a c h e d  o f  a C r e a to r  God, 

t h e  m ora l l i f e ,  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  th e  d e a d ,  and th e  l a s t  ju d g em en t,  

o n ly  what hap p en ed  i n  P a l e s t i n e  a s  t h e  f i r s t  a c t  o f  th e  end o f  th e  

w o r ld .  Thus t h i s  ty p e  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  w ould  be v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

m a t e r i a l  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  l i f e  o f  J e s u s .  Not t h a t  t h e y  m igh t p r e s 

e r v e  i t  f o r  p o s t e r i t y  -  f o r  t h e y  b e l i e v e d  t h e r e  w ould  be none -  a s  

b e in g  o f  h i s t o r i c  v a l u e ,  bu t from  t h e  p o i n t  o f  v ie w  t h a t  a t  l a s t  

s a l v a t i o n  had come to  t h e  J e w ish  p e o p l e .

P a u l ’s g r e a t  p r o b le m s  w ere  n o t  f e l t  by th em . C o n v er ted  Jews  

and c o n v e r t e d  h e a t h e n s  m ig h t  l i v e  p e a c e a b ly  t o g e t h e r  a s  C h r i s t i a n s  

f o r  t h e y  c o u ld  l o o k  b a c k  on t h e  a d m is s io n  o f  " G o d -fe a r in g  G reeks"

i n t o  th e  J e w is h  c o n g r e g a t i o n s .  How th e  h e a t h e n  c o u ld  be  sa v ed  w i t h -
$

o u t  th e  Law p r e s e n t e d  no d i f f i c u l t y  f o r  th em . T h e ir  a f f a i r s  w ere

g o v ern ed  by J e w ish  c o d e s  and g r a d u a l l y  s a y i n g s  o f  J e s u s  w ould  be

I n c l u d e d .

I n  such  com m u n it ie s  w o r s h ip ,  p r e a c h in g ,  and t e a c h i n g  w ere  

c a r r i e d  o u t  a f t e r  J e w ish  f a s h i o n  b u t  i n  th e  G reek  l a n g u a g e .  Here

th en  i s  t o  be so u g h t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  a t r a d i t i o n  w hich  w ould  be

g iv e n  t o  m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  p r e a c h e r s  and t e a c h e r s  a s  m a t e r i a l  f o r  t h e i r  

w ork. The c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  t r a d i t i o n  a r o s e  from  t h i s  n e e d ,  n o t  from  

l i t e r a r y  and b i o g r a p h i c a l  a m b i t io n .

Such c u l t i v a t i o n  i m p l i e s  d i s c i p l i n e : i t  can  p r e v e n t  d e s t r u c t i o n  

or d im in u t io n  o r  c o r r u p t io n  by t h e  o u t s i d e  w or ld  s i n c e  su ch  d e v e l o p 



m ents  make th e  t r a d i t i o n  u s e l e s s  f o r  p r e a c h in g  and t e a c h i n g .  T h is  

i s  n o t  t o  s a y  t h a t  no c o r r u p t i o n  e n t e r e d  th e  p r o c e s s ,  b u t  t h a t  by  

t h i s  means t h e  t r a d i t i o n  was n o t  e x p o s e d  t o  t h e  h a p h a za rd  r e c o l 

l e c t i o n s  o f  u n l i t e r a r y  m en. On t h e  o t h e r  hand t h e r e  w ould  be a 

t e n d e n c y  t o  im p ro v e ,  e x p l a i n ,  and a r r a n g e .  In  t h i s  way t h e  C h r i s t i a n  

co m m u n it ie s  p r e p a r e d  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  w h ich  th e  e v a n g e l i s t s  u s e d .

Thus i t  came ab ou t t h a t  men who were by n a t u r e  f a r  rem oved

from  men o f  l e t t e r s  c r e a t e d  a s t y l e  o f  t h e i r  own, d r i v e n  t o  i t  by

th e  e x i g e n c i e s  o f - t h e i r  b e l i e f s .  What t h e y  had s e e n  and h e a r d  t h e y

20c o u ld  n o t  b u t  sp e a k  a b ou t ( A c t s  4 ) .  The r e s u l t  I s  so m e th in g  a s

f a r  rem oved from  t h e  m in u te s  o f  p r o c e e d in g s  a s  can  p o s s i b l y  b e :  

and t o  t r e a t  P r o to  Mark and Q, a s  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  i s  t o t a l l y  t o  m i s 

u n d e rs ta n d  t h e i r  o r i g i n .  I f  th e  g o s p e l s  w ere t o  h a v e  b een  w r i t t e n  

i n  th e  s p i r i t  o f  an a c c u r a t e  r e c o r d  o f  e v e n t s  t h e y  would n e v e r  h a v e  

r ea c h e d  p a p e r  a t  a l l .  The e a r l i e s t  p u rp o se  i n  th e  m inds o f  t h o s e  

who handed down t h e  t r a d i t i o n  was t o  w in  men o v e r  and to  c o n v in c e  

t h o s e  who had b e e n  th u s  won. S in c e  t h i s  p u rp o se  was ev ery w h ere  

a l i k e  a s i m i l a r  s t y l e  was bound to  e m e r g e , w i t h  d i f f e r e n c e s  c o r r e s 

ponding  t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  th e  f o r m u la t o r :  D i b e l i u s  com pares t h e  

r e s u l t a n t  d i v e r g e n c e s  where two p o l i t i c a l  s p e a k e r s  w i t h  th e  same 

P la t fo r m  expound t h e i r  p la n s  i n  n e ig h b o u r in g  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s . In  

th e  c a se  o f  t h e  e a r l y  Church, t h e  fo rm er  d i s t i n c t i o n  w i l l  be l e s s  

a c t u a l  th a n  t h e  l a t t e r : w h ereas  men o f  s m a l l  l i t e r a r y  g i f t s  w i l l  

tend t o  r ep ro d u c e  more o r  l e s s  th e  same v e r s i o n s  o f  a common body



o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  t h e  a u d ie n c e  on t h e  o t h e r  hand w i l l  be a p r o m in en t  

d e t e r m in in g  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  r e s u l t .  W hether t h e y  m em orised  them o r  

had them w r i t t e n  down i s  a q u e s t i o n  o f  l i t t l e  im p o r ta n c e  s i n c e  b o th  

w ere p r o b a b ly  common.

D i b e l i u s ’ t h e o r y  th e n  i s  b r i e f l y  t h i s :  t h a t  from  t h e  r e c o l 

l e c t i o n s  o f  e y e w i t n e s s e s  to  th e  f i n i s h e d  g o s p e l  s t a g e s  o f  d e v e l o p 

ment can  be t r a c e d  and d i s t i n g u i s h e d  i n  th e  t e x t .  A l l  t h a t  i s  

p r e s e n t e d  t h e r e  was o r i g i n a l l y  grounded  i n  th e  m i s s i o n a r y  a c t i v i t y  

o f  th e  Church and had i t s  p l a c e  i n  p r e a c h in g  -  t h e  word b e in g  u se d  

i n  th e  w id e  s e n s e .  I t s  m o t iv e  was th ro u g h o u t  e v a n g e l i c a l ,  c o n 

d i t i o n e d  by t h e  b e l i e f  i n  th e  a p p ro a c h in g  end o f  th e  w o r ld ,  arid 

t h e r e f o r e  n o n - b i o g r a p h i c a l , n o n - r e m in i s c e n t  and h i g h l y  d i d a c t i c  

( e r b a u l i c h ) .  We s h o u ld  e x p e c t  t h e r e f o r e  n e i t h e r  a d i s p a s s i o n a t e  

a c c o u n t  o f  what h a p p en ed , n o r  can  we l o o k  on th e  g o s p e l s  i n  any  

s e n s e  a s  a l i f e  o f  J e s u s : r a t h e r  a r e  t h e y  composed o f  i s o l a t e d  

fr a g m e n ts  w h ich  a re  t h e m s e lv e s  o n ly  i n  t h e  sec o n d  i n s t a n c e  c o n 

cern ed  w i t h  p a s t  e v e n t s  and p r i m a r i l y  a lw a y s  w i t h  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  

men. What i s  p r e s e n t e d  i s  n o t  h i s t o r y  b u t t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  r ed em p tio n

He th e n  p r o c e e d s  to  th e  t e x t  and c l a s s i f i e s  th e  m a t e r i a l  t h e r e  

c la im in g  to  f i n d  c o n f i r m a t io n  o f  h i s  c o n s t r u c t i v e  m ethod by means  

o f  a n a l y s i s .  I t  i s  u n n e c e s s a r y  h e r e  t o  do more th a n  name h i s  g r o u p 

i n g .  F i r s t l y ,  come th e  P a ra d ig m en : s h o r t  i s o l a t e d  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  

fr a g m e n ts  o f  a d e f i n i t e l y  r e l i g i o u s  c h a r a c t e r ,  c o n t a i n i n g  o n ly  

e s s e n t i a l  d e t a i l s  and c e n t r i n g  round a s a y in g  o f  J e s u s  a s  t h e  k e r n e l



T hese a s  we h a v e  s e e n  h e  h o l d s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  th u s  form ed  a f t e r  a  

p a t t e r n  f o r  p r e a c h in g  p u r p o s e s  ( e . g .  Mk.2 ^*** % % ?> ££ . 3 ! ^ .

and 3 S l f f * e t c . ) .

T h e ir  h i s t o r i c i t y  w i l l  be c o r r e s p o n d in g ly  g r e a t e r  a s  t h e i r  

form  i s  s t a b i l i s e d  by  th e  u s e  t o  w h ich  t h e y  w ere p u t .  The q u e s t i o n  

i s  one h ow ever  w h ic h  c a n  o n ly  be s e t t l e d  w i th  r e f e r e n c e  to  ea ch  

i n d i v i d u a l  i t e m  and i s  n o t  p r o p e r ly  t h e  p r o v in c e  o f  F o r m g e s c h ic h t e : 

o n ly  w here a Paradigm a d e v i a t e s  from  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c h a r a c t e r  - 

a d ju d ged  from  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  them a s  a w hole  -  can  F o r m g e s c h ic h te  

i n d i c a t e  a s t e p  from  th e  more t o  th e  l e s s  h i s t o r i c a l .  In  any  c a s e  

t h e i r  h i s t o r i c i t y  i s  o n l y  r e l a t i v e  i n  t h a t  we can n ot hope t o  d i s 

t i n g u i s h  b e tw e en  t h e  c o m p le ted  Paradigm a -  th e  r e s u l t  o f  an i n 

t e n t i o n a l  s u b o r d i n a t i o n  o f  h i s t o r y  t o  t h e  e v a n g e l i c a l  m o t iv e  -  and  

th e  o r i g i n a l  fo r m . Indeed  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r  i t  i s  im p o s s i b l e  t o  s p e a k  

o f  an o r i g i n a l  form  s i n c e  t h e  i n c i d e n t  o r  s a y in g  from  i t s  f i r s t  

ap p earan ce  i n  t r a d i t i o n  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  c o lo u r e d  by t h i s  p u r p o s e .

To d e s i r e  h i s t o r i c a l  a c c u r a c y  w ould be s im p ly  t o  a p p ly  th e  

o ld  c o n c e p t io n  o f  I n s p i r a t i o n  w h ich  was u se d  o f  th e  w h o le  t o  t h e  

c o n s t i t u e n t  p a r t s .  The v a lu e  o f  th e  Paradigm s d o e s  n o t  l i e  i n  

th e  a u t h e n t i c i t y  o f  e v e r y  word but i n  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  g i v e  an  

im p r e s s iv e  p i c t u r e  o f  J e s u s ’ l i f e  and work ( 6 0 ) .  We c a n n o t  r e p r o 

duce t h e  o r i g i n a l  by s t r i k i n g  o f f  what a p p ea r s  to  be a l a t e r  

a d d i t i o n ,  we m ust a c c e p t  i t  a s  b e in g  from  t h e  f i r s t  an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

° f  t h e  e v e n t s .



S e c o n d ly ,  t o  be  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from  t h e  P aradigm s a r e  t h e  

N o v e l l e n :  t h e s e  a re  l o n g e r ,  w i t h  a g r e a t e r  w e a l t h  o f  d e t a i l ,  and  

more s e c u l a r  i n  t h e i r  m o t i f .  They fo u n d  t h e i r  p l a c e  o u t w i t h  

p r e a c h in g  and f o r  them D i b e l i u s  p o s t u l a t e s  a c l a s s  o f  n a r r a t o r s  

( e . g .  Mark 1 ^ 0 -4 5  ^ 3 5 -4 1  g l - 2 0  e t c . ) .  They a r e  n o t  c o n c er n e d  w i t h  

th e  p ro b lem s  o f  t h e  P a ra d ig m s, how d o e s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s ta n d  w i t h  

r e l a t i o n  t o  God, how d o e s  h e  e n t e r  th e  Kingdom o f  God, what i s  

th e  t r u e  demand o f  God. Much more a re  t h e y  c o n c er n e d  to  show 

J e s u s  a s  a w onder w o r k e r ,  t o  make th e  g r e a t n e s s  o f  H is  m i r a c l e s  

p l a i n ,  and t o  d e s c r i b e  H is  m ethods ( 9 0 ) .  The m is s i o n a r y  p u rp o se  

i s  h e r e  i n  a b e y a n c e . They do n o t  a s  i n  t h e  Paradigm s show the  

w i l l  o f  God th r o u g h  t h e  words and d e e d s  o f  J e s u s  ( e v e n  i n  t h e  

h e a l i n g  m i r a c l e s  o f  t h e  Paradigm  c l a s s )  b u t f i n d  t h e i r  end i n  

show ing t h e  a p p ea ra n ce  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  on e a r t h  i n  t h e  m i r a c l e .

( I t  i s  a l s o  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  th e  e l a b o r a t e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  c u r e s  may 

have b e e n  d e s i g n e d  to  g i v e  g u id a n c e  to  th e  m ir a c l e  w o rk ers  o f  th e  

e a r l y  Church ( 8 4 ) .

J u s t  a s  th e  p r e a c h in g  was d i r e c t e d  t o  a t t r a c t  c o n v e r t s  

and th e  P arad igm s w ere in t r o d u c e d  a s  v e r i f i c a t i o n  so  th e  N o v e l l e n  

a t t r a c t e d  a n o t h e r  ty p e  o f  c o n v e r t  by sh ow in g  t h e  s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  

J e su s  t o  a l l  o t h e r  c u l t  g o d s .  Both c o u ld  w in  b e l i e v e r s  f o r  th e  

^°rd t h e r e f o r e  Mark in c lu d e d  b o th  ( 9 3 ) .  D i b e l i u s  t r a c e s  th e  

fo r m a t io n  o f  th e  N o v e l l e n  a s  a d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  Paradigm s -  exam p les  

° f  such m ixed  form s may be fou n d  i n  t h e  s y n o p t i c s  e . g .  Luke 1 3 ^ " - ^



and i n  t h e  a p o c r y p h a l  g o s p e l s - o r  a s  h a v in g  t h e i r  o r i g i n  i n  n o n -  

C h r i s t i a n  e n v ir o n m e n ts  ( e . g .  t h e  t a l e  o f  t h e  G adarene s w i n e ) .

The fo r m e r  w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  h a v e  more h i s t o r i c a l  r e l i a b i l i t y  th a n  

t h e  l a t t e r .

A t h i r d  t y p e  o f  m a t e r i a l  i s  th e  L egend , a l th o u g h  t h e  name

i s  no v a l u e  judgm ent -  t h e i r  h i s t o r i c i t y  m ust be a d ju d g ed  on  t h e i r

i n d i v i d u a l  m e r i t s .  T h is  group c o n s i s t s  o f  p io u s  t a l e s  -  common

to  C h r i s t i a n  and n o n - C h r i s t i a n  w r i t i n g s :  b u t  t h e  commonest fo rm ,

th e  p e r s o n a l  l e g e n d ,  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  d e e d s  and e x p e r i e n c e s  o f

h o l y  men and women, i s  c o m p a r a t iv e ly  a b s e n t  from  t h e  g o s p e l s ,

s i n c e  where J e s u s  i s  c o n c er n e d  H is  v i r t u e  and h o l i n e s s  and p i e t y

a re  n o t  th e  s u b j e c t  b u t th e  d i v i n e  m e ssa g e  He b r in g s  and th e

d i v i n e  r e v e l a t i o n  w h ich  He d i s p l a y s  ( 1 0 2 ) .  For p e r s o n a l  a n e c d o t e s

we m ust t u r n  t o  th e  a p o c r y p h a l  g o s p e l s  w here many t y p i c a l  l e g e n d a r y

i n c i d e n t s ,  i l l u s t r a t i v e  o f  th e  pow ers o f  J e s u s  a re  to  b e  fo u n d ,

w hereas  th e  s y n o p t i s t s  h a v e  p r a c t i c a l l y  e x c lu d e d  su ch  t a l e s .

Exam ples o f  t h i s  c l a s s  i n  th e  g o s p e l s  a re  th e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  box

3 —8o f  o in t m e n t ,  th e  f a t e  o f  J u d a s ,  Matthew 27  , o r  th e  s t o r y  o f  

Z a cc h e u s ,  Luke 19^ The o n ly  l e g e n d s  p r o p e r  c o n c e r n in g  J e s u s

are  th e  t a l e  o f  Him a s  a t w e l v e - y e a r  o ld  boy  i n  th e  Temple and 

th e  B i r t h  S t o r i e s .

L a s t l y ,  i n  th e  n a r r a t i v e  c l a s s  comes t h e  P a s s i o n  S t o r y ,  

r e l a t e d  a s  a w h o le  -  a s  op p osed  to  a l l  o t h e r s  -  on  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  

fu n d am en ta l s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  th e  d e a t h  and r e s u r r e c t i o n  i n  t h e  e a r l y



C hu rch . O b v io u s ly  i t  m ust a t  one t im e  h a v e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  i s o l a t e d  

i n c i d e n t s  b u t a s  i t  s t a n d s  i n  th e  g o s p e l s  i t  i s  a u n i t y .  I t s  

p u rp o se  was t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  f a i t h  -  t o  p ro v e  t h a t  a l l  

t h a t  had h ap pened  i n  J e r u sa le m  was a c c o r d in g  to  t h e  w i l l  o f  God.

For t h i s  p u r p o se  th e  Old T estam en t was adduced and s c r i p t u r e  and 

h i s t o r y  became woven i n t o  one p a t t e r n .  The P a s s io n  S t o r y  i s  n o t  

co n c er n e d  t o  p o r t r a y  to u c h in g  and h e r o i c  e v e n t s  n or  t o  p r e s e n t  an  

a c c u r a t e  c h r o n i c l e ,  b u t  to  p r o c la im  G o d ’s p u rp o se  i n  t h e  C r u c i f i x i o n .

In  h i s  a c c o u n t  o f  M ark's r o l e  i n  c o l l e c t i n g  and e d i t i n g  t h e  

n a r r a t i v e  m a t e r i a l  D i b e l i u s  a g r e e s  w i t h  S c h m id t ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  h e  

a t t r i b u t e s  g r e a t e r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  to  t h e  e v a n g e l i s t .  H is  p u rp o se  

was to  show J e s u s  a s  M ess ia h  b u t a t  th e  same t im e  t o  make i t  c l e a r  

why He was r e j e c t e d  by th e  J e w s .  D i b e l i u s  t r a c e s  h e r e  what h e  

c a l l s  a " s e c r e t  E p ip h an y  m o t iv e "  w h ich  c a u s e s  Mark t o  i n t e r p r e t  i n  

many c a s e s  i n s t e a d  o f  s im p ly  a r r a n g in g .  He m ust show t h a t  J e s u s  

was t h e  M e ss ia h  b u t  a l s o  make i t  c l e a r  why He was n o t  r e c o g n i s e d  by  

th e  p e o p le  and why He was c r u c i f i e d .  Only H is  c l o s e s t  c i r c l e  w as  

p r i v i l e g e d  t o  know H is  d i v i n e  g l o r y  u n t i l  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  r e v e a l e d  

i t  t o  t h e  w o r ld .

As to  th e  c o l l e c t e d  s a y i n g s ,  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  Q, i s  r e c o g n i s e d  

w ith  r e s e r v a t io n s .*  i t  can n ot be s a i d  f o r  exam ple i n  what form  Q, 

c o n s t i t u t e d  an in d e p e n d e n t  s o u r c e  and we know n o t h in g  o f  what  

c h r o n o l o g i c a l  o r  b i o g r a p h i c a l  fram ework may h a v e  e n s h r in e d  th e  

i n d i v i d u a l  f r a g m e n t s .  We are  f o r c e d  t o  sp e a k  o f  a ’S c h i c h t ’ r a t h e r



th a n  a ' S c h r i f t ’ ( 2 3 6 ) .  Mark i s  o b v i o u s l y  o n l y  g i v i n g  e x a m p le s

o f  a much l a r g e r  s t o c k  o f  m a t e r i a l  a t  h i s  d i s p o s a l  when he  s a y s :

!,and He t a u g h t  them many t h i n g s  by p a r a b l e s  and s a i d  u n to  them  i n  

2 1 23
H is  d o c tr in e* *  4 ( c f .  12 . 3  ) .  Such a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s a y i n g s  i s  

t o  be e x p e c t e d ,  a s  f o l l o w i n g  on J e w ish  m o d e ls  and f o r  m i s s i o n  p u r 

p o s e s :  e v id e n c e  o f  t h i s  l a t t e r ,  i n  show ing  th e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  su ch  

g ro u p s  o f  s a y i n g s  by m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  i s  to  be fo u n d  i n  I C o r .7 ^ ® .7 * ^ .  

9 ^ .  T h is  p a r a n e t i c  m a t e r i a l  i s  th e  a c t u a l  s u b s t a n c e  o f  th e  e a r l y  

C h r i s t i a n  p r e a c h i n g ,  a s  o p p o sed  to  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  m a t e r i a l  w h ic h  

was o n ly  t h e  p le d g e  f o r  i t .  Whereas Luke i n c r e a s i n g l y  h i s t o r i c i s e s , 

Matthew r e d u c e s  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  e f f e c t  o f  M ark's t r a d i t i o n :  and th e  

d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e e n  t h e  sp ok en  and n a r r a t i v e  s e c t i o n s  t e n d s  t o  

d i s a p p e a r .  When t h e  p a r a n e t i c  m a t e r i a l  becom es in c o r p o r a t e d  i n  

th e  n a r r a t i v e ,  we a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  sp e a k  o f  a g o s p e l  b u t n o t  b e f o r e :  

s i n c e  th e  o f  t h e  e a r l y  Church was th e  p r e a c h in g  ab ou t

J e s u s  and th e  t e a c h i n g  o f  J e s u s  u sed  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y .  Mark m e r e ly  

makes r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  l a t t e r  w h ereas  Matthew r e p r o d u c e s  i t .  I t  

was th ro u g h  M atthew t h a t  a book (M ark 's  g o s p e l )  w hich  was o r i g i n 

a l l y  in t e n d e d  a s  a su p p lem en t to  p r e a c h in g  became i t s  s u b s t i t u t e s  

F i n a l l y ,  D i b e l i u s  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  th e  M yth u s: p o i n t i n g  o u t  

th e  c o n s e r v a t i s m  o f  t h e  g o s p e l s  i n  t h a t  w h i l e  Paul c o n s t r u c t s  a  

c o m p le te  d y in g  and r i s i n g  God, p r e - e x i s t e n t  and a l l  p o w e r f u l ,  and 

such i d e a s  m ust h a v e  b e e n  i n  th e  a i r ,  y e t  t h e y  rem ain  s i n g u l a r l y
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f r e e  from  any  ̂ m atter  o f  t h i s  k in d .  The l a t e r  g o s p e l s  b e t r a y  many 

o f  th e  u s u a l  f e a t u r e s  o f  th e  M ythus, bu t a p a r t  from  t h e  B a p t ism ,  

T e m p ta t io n ,  and T r a n s f i g u r a t i o n  a c c o u n ts  t h e  s y n o p t i c s  h ave  

p r e s e r v e d  a rem a rk a b le  p u r i t y .

So mi^ch f o r  D i b e l i u s  and th e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  ap p roach  w h ich  

l e a d s  him t o  th e  g e n e r a l  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  th e  b e g i n n i n g s o f  t h e  g o s p e l  

m a t e r i a l  a r e  b a r e l y  t o  be r e g a r d e d  as  l i t e r a t u r e  a t  a l l :  a p a r t  

from  th e  n a r r a t i v e  o f  t h e  P a s s io n ,  s h o r t  i s o l a t e d  i n c i d e n t s  from  

th e  l i f e  o f  J e s u s  a re  u se d  f o r  p r e a c h in g  p u r p o se s ,  and f o r  th e  

p r a c t i c a l  n e e d s  o f  t h e  gro w in g  community s a y in g s  and p a r a b le s  a r e  

put i n t o  c u r r e n c y .  The l i t e r a r y  d ev e lo p m en t p r o p e r ly  b e g in s  w i t h  

th e  N o v e l l e n ,  w h i l e  on th e  f r i n g e s  le g e n d a r y  m o t i f s  a r e  in t r o d u c e d  

as  a norm al c o n se q u e n c e  o f  th e  grow in g  w o r l d l i n e s s  o f  th e  Church. 

Through i t  a l l  t h e  t e n d e n c y  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t o r s  t o  i n t e r p r e t  a s  w e l l  

as r e c o r d , s u b o r d i n a t e s  th e  m a t e r ia l  t o  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e o l o g i c a l  

v ie w  o f  C h r i s t  t h e y  w is h  to  im p o se .

Thus w h i le  i t  i s  m a in ta in e d  t h a t  th e  main p a r t  o f  th e  

Marcan t r a d i t i o n  was form ed a t  a t im e  when e y e w i t n e s s e s  s t i l l  

l i v e d ,  a t  th e  l a t e s t  b etw een  50 t o  70 ( c o n f i r m a t io n  b e in g  fou n d  i n  

P au l»s  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  d i f f e r e n t  e l e m e n t s )  th e  h i s t o r i c i t y  may be 

regard ed  as  i n  d e s c e n d in g  ord er  o f  f o r m a t io n .  The Paradigm en  

w i l l  h ave  g r e a t e r  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  c o r r e s p o n d in g  w i t h  a c t u a l  f a c t  

than th e  N o v e l l e n ,  th e  N o v e l l e n  th a n  t h e  L eg en d en , and so  on .

But more th a n  t h i s ,  e v en  i n  th e  most l i k e l y  s o u r c e s  f o r  

a h i s t o r i c a l  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  l i f e  o f  J e s u s  we ca n n o t  s a y  t h a t  i t  i s  

to  be found: f o r  on h i s  th e o r y  o f  th e  o c c a s i o n  o f  th e  a p p ea ra n ce

any m a t e r i a l ,  i t  can n e v e r  be c a l l e d  p u r e ly  h i s t o r i c a l .



W hatever was r e l a t e d  o f  J e s u s ! words and d e e d s  was from  t h e  

b e g in n in g  a w i t n e s s  o f  f a i t h  t o  w in  c o n v e r t s  . I t  was n o t  k n o w led g e  

o f  a h i s t o r i c a l  seq u en ce  t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e d  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  b u t f a i t h  

i n  th e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h i s  h i s t o r y  as t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  r e d e m p t io n ,  as  

th e  d e c i s i v e  b e g in n in g  o f th e  l a s t  s t o r y  o f  a l l  ( 2 9 5 ) .  The g o s p e l s  

made no a t t e m p t  t o  p r e s e n t  th e  s t o r y  o f  an  exem p lary  and p io u s  

man and w i t h  few e x c e p t i o n s  t h e y  g i v e  no answ er t o  q u e s t i o n s  as  

to  th e  c h a r a c t e r ,  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  and q u a l i t i e s  o f  J e s u s .  ( 3 0 0 ) .

In  h i s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  D i b e l i u s » work ( p p . 5 2 - 8 2 )  F a s c h e r  

i s  d i s t i n c t l y  u n f a i r .  S e i z i n g  upon th e  c la im  t h a t  th e  Paradigm en

app eared  o r i g i n a l l y  i n  th e  Sermon, he la b o u r s  t o  show t h a t  h a v in g

no sp ec im en  Sermons preserved th e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  t h e o r y  i s  o f  no v a l u e .  

S i m i l a r l y ,  n o t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no i n d i c a t i o n  i n  s c r i p t u r e  o f  a

s p e c i a l  c l a s s  o f  n a r r a t o r s ,  he d i s a l l o w s  most o f  D i b e l i u s ? work on

th e  N o v e l l e n .  And-on t h e  grounds t h a t  he d o e s  n o t  p r o v id e  Form- 

.C r i t i c i s m  b u t S t y l e - c r i t i c i s m ,  he  h o ld s  t h a t  D i b e l i u s  makes no  

advance on W en d lin g  and von Sod en .

In  a l l  t h i s  he  i s  l e s s  th a n  j u s t  s i n c e  th e  a c t u a l  i n c l u s i o n  

o f  th e  Paradigm s in  a sp o k en  sermon a f f e c t s  n e i t h e r  t h e i r  c l a s s i f i 

c a t i o n  a s  a d i s t i n c t  group w i t h  c e r t a i n  common f e a t u r e s ,  nor  t h e  

Tact t h a t  t h e y  were from t h e  b e g in n in g  s u b s e r v i e n t  t o  th e  M is s io n .  

F u r th e r ,  D i b e l i u s  has s i n c e  shown h i m s e l f  to  be p rep ared  t o  e x te n d  

h i s  c o n c e p t io n  o f  p r e a c h in g  t o  i n c lu d e  t e a c h i n g  and d i s c u s s i o n  

w ith in  th e  c o n g r e g a t io n .  (Zur F o r m g e sc h ic h te  d es  E van geliu m s in  

T h eo l.  Rundschau 1 9 2 9 ) .  L ik e w is e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  th e  

1 o v e l i e n  a r e  n o t  t o  be d i s c o u n t e d  b e c a u s e  th e  n a r r a t o r s  c a n n o t  be
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i d e n t i f i e d .  D i b e l i u s ’ main p o in t  i n  b o th  c a s e s  i s  n o t  t h a t  w h ich  

F a sch er  a t t a c k s  -  and h i s  c r i t i c i s m  l e a v e s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o n t e n t i o n  

unharmed -  n a m e ly ,  t h a t  b o th  a r e  r e l a t e d  n o t  as h i s t o r y  o r  b io g r a p h y  

b u t as  b r i n g i n g  " th e  good n e w s ” i n  d i f f e r e n t  fo r m s .

I t  may be t h a t  D i b e l i u s  i s  wrong i n  r e f u s i n g  to  a n a ly s e  

in  o rd er  t o  a r r i v e  a t  an o r i g i n a l  form and t h a t  Bultm ann i s  r i g h t  

in  p o s t u l a t i n g  a n a r r a t i v e  a c c r e t i o n  to  t h e  o r i g i n a l  sp ok en  word, 

bu t t h i s  d o e s  n o t  d e p r iv e  th e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  ap p roach  o f  i t s  v a l u e ? 

nor e n t i t l e  F a sch er  t o  d i s m is s  D i b e l i u s *  work as  i n  m ost r e s p e c t s  

o f  l i t t l e  a c c o u n t .  I t  i s  i n  f a c t  a m e r it  i n  D ib e l iu s *  work t h a t  

i t  i s  what F a s c h e r  s l i g h t i n g l y  c a l l s  a "programme” r a t h e r  th a n  an  

e x h a u s t iv e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  He i s  sa v ed  t h e r e b y  from l o s i n g  h i s  way 

in  th e  u n d erg ro w th  o f  m e t ic u lo u s  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  g o s p e l s  and i s  

a b le  t o  p r e s e r v e  a w ide and em b rac in g  v ie w  o f  t h e  w h o le .  T a y lo r  

a p p o r t io n s  p r a i s e  more a d e q u a t e ly  when he s a y s ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  th e  

f i r s t  e d i t i o n  o f  F o r m g e sc h ic h te  d es  F v a n g e l iu m s : "There c a n  be  

l i t t l e  d o u b t  t h a t  when th e  h i s t o r i a n  o f  con tem p orary  c r i t i c i s m  

makes up h i s  a c c o u n t  h i g h  p r a i s e  w i l l  be awarded t o  t h i s  s l i m  

volume o f  a b o u t  one hundred p ages"  ( p p . 1 1 - 1 2 ) .



V. O ther F o r m g e s c h i c h t l e r s .

( a )  B u ltm an n .

I n  a l l e g e d  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  D i b e l i u s 1 c o n s t r u c t i v e  m eth od ,  

Bultmann s t r e s s e s  a th o r o u g h - g o in g  i f  n o t  e x h a u s t i v e  a n a l y s i s .

His m ethod i s  b a se d  on th e  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  th e  d evelopm ent o f  Mark 

by Matthew and Luke and l a t e r ,  by t h e  a p o c r y p h a l  g o s p e l s :  on  

t h i s  a n a lo g y  h e  assu m es t h a t  Mark and Q, th e m s e lv e s  h ave  b een  

s i m i l a r l y  a l t e r e d  from t h e i r  o r i g i n a l s .  By t h i s  means he c la im s  

t o  d i s c o v e r  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  ea ch  i n d i v i d u a l  fra g m en t what i t s  

o r i g i n a l  form  must have  b e e n .  H is c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  i s  much t h e  

same as t h a t  o f  D i b e l i u s ,  d i f f e r i n g  how ever  i n  t e r m in o lo g y .

In  d e a l i n g  w i t h  th e  spoken m a t te r  he h o ld s  t h a t  w h a te v e r  

n a r r a t i v e  m a t e r i a l  e x i s t s  as  a fram ework f o r  s a y i n g s  i s  m a in ly  

i n v e n t i o n .  W hether t h e y  h ave  a h i s t o r i c a l  background or n o t ,  as  

th ey  l i e  b e f o r e  u s  t h e y  a r e  i d e a l  s c e n e s  ( 2 1 ) g i v i n g  c o n c r e t e  

exam ples i n  c a s e s  where t h e  Church f i n d s  i t  n e c e s s a r y  to  go b ack  t o  

J e s u s  f o r  g u id a n c e  -  w hich  i s  as  much a c o n s t r u c t i v e  a t t i t u d e  as  

any o f  D i b e l i u s  . H is r e a s o n  f o r  s a y i n g  t h i s  i s  p a r t l y  d e r i v e d  

from co m p a r iso n  w i t h  p a r a l l e l s  i n  R a b b in ic  l i t e r a t u r e ,  and p a r t l y  

from th e  t e n d e n c y  o f  l a t e r  g o s p e l s  to  i n v e n t  s c e n e s  f o r  s a y i n g  w h ich  

are s t i l l  unfram ed i n  th e  s y n o p t i c s .  The i n t e r e s t  i s  in  th e  s a y i n g ,  

not in  t h e  d r a m a t is  p e r s o n a e .

Of t h e  s a y in g s  t h e m s e l v e s , i t  i s  im p o s s ib le  t o  t e l l  w h ic h ,  

i f  an y , a r e  g e n u in e  words o f  J e s u s .  They may b e  o l d ,  t h e y  may be 

R ab b in ic , t h e y  may be  o r i g i n a l :  t h e  Church i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  d id  

n o t c o n f in e  i t s e l f  t o  a c t u a l  u t t e r a n c e s  o f  J e s u s  b u t u se d  w h a tev er



was w o r th  r e p r o d u c in g  f o r  i t s  c a t e c h e t i c a l  p u r p o se s  ( 6 0 ) .  S p e c i f i c  

s a y in g s  o f  J e s u s  may be found where o r d in a r y  f o l k - s a y i n g s  a r e  

t r a n s c e n d e d , . or  where th e  to n e  i s  n o t  o b v i o u s l y  R a b b in ic a l  o r  

J e w is h  a p o c a l y p t i c  ( 6 3 ) .  Even th e  res idu um  may n o t n e c e s s a r i l y  be 

J e s u s ’ own b u t  as r e a d i l y  t h e  work o f  th e  Church ( 7 5 ) .  We may assum e  

t h a t  t h e y  had a c e r t a i n  number o f  s a y in g s  o f  J e s u s  -  th ou gh  we 

do not know how many- p r i n c i p a l l y  d e te r m in a b le  by b e i n g  op p osed  t o  

J e w is h  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  ( e . g .  what comes from w i t h i n  d e f i l e s  a man): 

to  t h i s  t h e y  add ed  some o f  J e w is h  o r i g i n  ( e . g .  w h o so ev er  r e c e i v e t h  

one o f  t h e s e  l i t t l e  o n e s ) :  and c o n s t r u c t e d  some t h e m s e lv e s  ( e . g .

I am come n o t  t o  d e s t r o y  th e  la w  bu t t o  f u l f i l  i t ) .  We must a l s o  

assume an a l t e r a t i o n  o f  a lr e a d y  e x i s t i n g  s a y i n g s ,  and f i n a l l y  t h e i r  

c o l l e c t i o n .  In  most o f  t h e s e ,  J e s u 3 i s  a s e c o n d a r y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

and p la y s  a m inor r o l e ,  i n  t h o s e  where He i s  t h e  l e a d i n g  f i g u r e ,  

we may be s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  th e  work o f  t h e  Church ( 9 8 ) .

B u ltm a n n ’ s c o n c lu s io n  i s  t h a t  we can r e c k o n  as  r e a l  

u t t e r a n c e s  o f  J e s u s  t h o s e  w hich  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  J e w is h  e t h i c s  and 

p i e t y  or e m p h a s is e  e s c h a t a l o g y  -  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  His p rea ch in g  -  

and t h o s e  w h ich  s e r v e  no s p e c i f i c a l l y  C h r i s t i a n  i n t e r e s t .  O th er w ise  

t h e y  a r e  p r o b a b ly  J e w is h  or  l a t e r  C h r i s t i a n  ( 1 2 9 ) .

In  th e  n a r r a t i v e  p o r t io n s  a s i m i l a r  r e s u l t  i s  r e c o r d e d .

The M ir a c le  S t o r i e s  ( N o v e l l e n )  a r e  n o t  i n  p u rp o se  b i o g r a p h i c a l :  

th ey  a r e  n o t  p r o o f s  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  J e s u s  b u t  o f  H is d i v i n e  

power. They a r e  a u to m a t ic  and r a r e l y  c o n n e c te d  w i t h  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  

°T th e  p a t i e n t ;  i f  Tntf-ciS i s  m en t io n ed  i t  has i t s  o b j e c t  n o t  

in  J e s u s ’ p e r s o n a l i t y  or i n  His g o s p e l  b u t s im p ly  i n  th e  m ir a c le  

i t s e l f  ( 1 3 5  f f . ) .  The main em p h a sis  i n  t h e  m ir a c le s  l i e s  on th e



wonder i t s e l f ,  j u s t  a s  i n  t h e  Apophthegm ata (P a ra d ig m a s)  i t  lay- 

on t h e  s a y i n g .  T h e ir  o r i g i n  i s  l a r g e l y  i n  f o l k  l o r e ,  th o u g h  

some h a v e  h i s t o r i c a l  a n t e c e d e n t s  -  e v en  t h e s e  h ow ever  a r e  shaped  

by t r a d i t i o n  ( 1 4 0 ) .

In  a l l  c a s e s  f o l l o w i n g  c e r t a i n  la w s  d i s c o v e r a b l e  from  t h e  

m a t e r ia l  as  a w h o le ,  h e  c la im s  t o  be a b le  t o  r ep ro d u ce  th e  o r i g i n a l  

form , w h e th e r  s a y i n g  or  d e e d .  Bultm ann d o e s  n o t  a t t r i b u t e  th e  

c o l l e c t i o n  o f  m a t e r i a l  t o  any one e s p e c i a l  n eed  or  p u rp o se :  as  he  

s a y s ,  s p i r i t u a l  p r o p e r ty  i s  i t s  own j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  At a l l  e v e n t s  

we may l o o k  on t h e  v a r io u s  th r e a d s  o f  g o s p e l  t r a d i t i o n  a s  b e in g  

c o l l e c t e d  under v a r io u s  m o t iv e s  o f  w o r sh ip  and d i s c i p l i n e .

Mark u sed  no s o u r c e s  v /hich gave him a c o n n e c te d  n a r r a t i v e  

o f  J e s u s ’ l i f e * ,  h e  j o i n s  i n c i d e n t s  t o g e t h e r ,  g i v i n g  them a s u i t a b l e  

p la c e  i n  th e  s e q u e n c e  and p rod u ces  a p i c t u r e  o f  J e s u s ’ a c t i v i t y .

He a l s o  g i v e s  i t  th e  t o n e  i t  n eed ed  f o r  P a u l in e  H e l le n is m  and  

in t r o d u c e s  t h e  d o g m a tic  i n t e r e s t .  The i n t e n t i o n  b eh in d  t h i s  i s  t o  

b in d  th e  C h r i s t  Mythus o f  Paul to  th e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  th e  J e s u s  o f  

h i s t o r y .  Of t h e  l a t t e r ,  h o w ev er , we have  o n ly  an o u t l i n e  and t h e r e  

i s  no d e v e lo p m e n t .

The id e a  o f  making a u n i f i e d  p i c t u r e  o f  th e  l i f e  o f  J e s u s  

l a y  f a r  from th e  P a l e s t i n i a n  community w here t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o r i g i n a t e d -  

t h e i r  E s c h a t o l o g i c a l  background fo r b a d e  i t .  W hatever t h e r e f o r e  i n  

the g o s p e l s  t e n d s  t o  g iv e  t h a t  im p r e s s io n  i s  t h e  work o f  th e  H e l l e n i s 

t i c  Church w h ich  n eed ed  su ch  a p i c t u r e  p a r t l y  t o  show th e  i d e n t i t y  

° f  J e su s  w ith  th e  K u r ios  and t o  c o n f u t e  s i m i l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  th e

Greek c u l t s .  Mark’ s g o s p e l  i s  th u s  n o t  b io g r a p h y  but a C ult L egend  
( 2 2 7 ) .



B u ltm a n n 1s c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s y n o p t i c  m a t e r i a l  v a r i e s  

in  th e  main v e r y  l i t t l e  from  t h a t  o f  D i b e l i u s :  th o u g h  h i s  n o m e n c la t 

ure  i s  d i f f e r e n t .  He d i s a p p r o v e s  o f  th e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  a p p r o a c h ,  

and c r i t i c i s e s  D i b e l i u s 1 emphasis on p r e a c h in g  as b e i n g  t h e  s o u r c e  

of t h e  A pophthegm ata (P a r a d ig m e n ) . But i n  t h e  main t h e r e  i s  

agreem en t b e tw e e n  them a s  t h e r e  i s  i n  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  t o  t h e  b i o 

g r a p h ic a l  q u e s t i o n ,  where th e y  b o th  m a in t a in  t h a t  i t  was n o t  th e  

i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  e a r l y  Church t o  r e c o u n t  t a l e s  o f  J e s u s  o u t o f  an  

i n t e r e s t  in  H is a c t i v i t i e s .  The v i t a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw een  them  

l i e s  i n  t h e i r  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  th e  h i s t o r i c i t y  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l :

D i b e l i u s  t a k i n g  a much more c o n s e r v a t i v e  v ie w ,  w here  Bultm ann  

ap p roach es  c o m p le te  s c e p t i c i s m .  The l a t t e r  a t t r i b u t e s  much more 

to  th e  Church, t o  i n f i l t r a t i o n ,  and t o  c o r r u p t i o n ,  and l e a v e s  a 

bare s k e l e t o n  o f  m a t e r i a l  w h ich  we may c a l l  our kn ow led ge  o f  th e  

h i s t o r i c  J e s u s .

H is book, a s  F a sc h e r  s a y s ,  r e a d s  l i k e  a l e x i c o n  and one  

cannot b u t f e e l  t h a t  o v er  and over  a g a i n  h i s  w h o le s a l e  d e s t r u c t i o n  

o f  m a t e r ia l  i s  w i t h o u t  s u f f i c i e n t  j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  H is  " g e n e r a l  

laws o f  d ev e lo p m en t"  are  t o o  o f t e n  b a s e d  on a few  i s o l a t e d  i n s t a n c e s  

and where i n  ea ch  g ro u p  o f  m a t e r ia l  o n ly  a p p r o x im a te ly  o n e - t e n t h  

i s  a c c e p t e d  as  h i s t o r i c a l l y  g e n u in e ,  g o s p e l  s tu d y  becomes l i t t l e  

sh o r t  o f  i m p o s s i b l e .  S c e p t i c i s m  and s u b j e c t i v e  ju dgem ent d e s t r o y  

the  v a lu e  o f  h i s  c o n c l u s i o n s  and make demands on th e  g o s p e l s  w h ic h  

t h e y  a re  u n a b le  t o  m e e t .  Where D i b e l i u s  i s  c o n t e n t  t o  r eg a r d  a l l  

th e  g o s p e l  n a r r a t i v e  as h i s t o r y  s e e n  th r o u g h  t h e  e y e s  o f  f a i t h ,  

bultmann demands m in u te  a c c u r a c y  an d , b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  t o



be fo u n d , d i s m i s s e s  th e  w h o le  as  f i c t i t i o u s .  Where th e  s l i g h t e s t  

ground e x i s t s  f o r  d o u b t in g  th e  a u t h e n t i c i t y  o f  a s a y i n g  h e  c h e e r f u l l y  

adds i t  t o  t h e  l im b o .

(b )  A l b e r t z .

For th e  p u r p o se s  o f  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  A l b e r t z ! s work i s  o f  

some im p o r t a n c e .  U n f o r t u n a t e ly  he ex a m in es  o n ly  a s m a l l  s e c t i o n  

o f  th e  g o s p e l  m a t e r i a l  -  th e  S t r e i t g e s p r S c h e  (P arad igm en: A p o p h th eg -  

m a ta ) .  He a d o p ts  h ow ever  a more c o n s e r v a t i v e  v ie w  th a n  e i t h e r  

Bultm ann or  D i b e l i u s  i n  t h e  m a t te r  o f  t h e i r  h i s t o r i c i t y .  W hile  

r e c o g n i s i n g  t h a t  t h e  unknown n a r r a t o r  shows no t r a c e  o f  th e  i n t e r e s t  

o f  a c h r o n i c l e r ,  he r a t h e r  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  d e t a i l  i s  

due t o  a d e s ig n e d  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  on th e  s a y i n g s •and r e p r e s e n t s  a 

sh o r te n e d  form  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  r e a l i t y ,  th a n  t h a t  th e  fram ework  

was i n v e n t e d .  As t o  t h e  pronouncem ents t h e m s e l v e s ,  he f i n d s  i n  

them a c t u a l  words o f  J e s u s ,  s e e i n g  i n  them s i m i l a r i t i e s  t o  t h e  

p a r a b l e s .

( c )  B er tr a m .

B er tr a m ’ s work has b een  d e s c r ib e d  as  d e a l i n g  more w i t h  

the  h i s t o r y  o f  Church w o r sh ip  th a n  w i t h  t h e  form o f  t h e  g o s p e l s  

(F asch er  1 7 1 ) .  H is  p u rp o se  i s  t o  show t h a t  th e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  J e s u s  

was formed from t h e  n eed s  o f  t h e  com m unity. T h ese  n eed s  s p r i n g  

from th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw een  t h e  w o r sh ip p e r  and t h e  o b j e c t  o f  h i s  

w orsh ip  ( K u l t h e r o s ) .  In  t h e  P a s s io n  s t o r y  t h e r e  i s  a p i c t u r e  o f  

C h r is t  w h ich  grew out o f  t h a t  n eed  and n o t  a n a r r a t i v e  o f  the



5 8 .

J e s u s  w i t h  Whora t h e  d i s c i p l e s  l i v e d  on e a r t h .  We must t r y  t o  

u n d e rs ta n d  t h e  P a s s io n  s t o r y  from th e  R e s u r r e c t i o n  f a i t h .  I t  

i s  a work o f  a r t  t o  he compared w i t h  S h a k e sp ea r e  and I b s e n .  Of 

h i s t o r y  t h e r e  i s  no t r a c e :  in d e e d  i t  i s  b e s i d e  t h e  p o i n t  t o  i n q u i r e  

where h i s t o r y  l i e s .  Vi/hat we know i s  t h a t  i n  t h e  b e g in n in g  was t h e  

C u ltu s  and from  t h a t  th e  g o s p e l s  h ave  d e v e lo p e d .  Thus h i s t o r y  

d is a p p e a r s  and B ertram  d o e s  n o t  r e g r e t  i t s  p a s s i n g .
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V I. F o r m g e s c h ic h te  and th e  L i f e  o f  J e s u s .

I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  f i n d  a c e r t a i n  m easure o f  agreem en t  

among t h e s e  v a r io u s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  th e  F o r m g e s c h i c h t l i c h e  

S c h u le :  t h e i r  n o m en c la tu r e  may d i f f e r  and t h e i r  m ethods may be  

a t  v a r i a n c e ,  b u t a g e n e r a l  p o s i t i o n  may be e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  w h ich  

th e y  would a l l  a s s e n t .

F i r s t l y ,  th e y  are  a g r ee d  t h a t  th e  g o s p e l s  r e s t  upon o r a l  

t r a d i t i o n ,  t h a t  from t h e  t im e  o f  J e s u s ’ m i n i s t r y  onwards a n e c d o t e s  

and s a y in g s  w ere  c u r r e n t  among H is  f o l l o w e r s  and c i r c u l a t e d  f r e e l y  

in  t h e  e a r l y  Church.

S e c o n d ly ,  t h a t  t h e s e  a n e c d o te s  and s a y i n g s ,  som etim es  i n  

s m a ll  g r o u p s ,  w h e th e r  i n  w r i t t e n  or o r a l  form , were c o l l e c t e d  by  

th e  w r i t e r s  o f  t h e  g o s p e l s  -  presu m ab ly  f i r s t  by Mark -  a rra n g ed  

in  some o r d e r  w h ich  was n o t  i n v i o l a b l e ,  and t h a t  v a r io u s  a l t e r a t i o n s  

were made by t h e  c o l l e c t o r s  i n  th e  p r o c e s s .

T h i r d l y ,  th e  c h r o n o lo g y  and t h e  i t i n e r a r i e s  o f  t h e  g o s p e l s  

are e i t h e r  n o n - e x i s t e n t  or u n r e l i a b l e .

F o u r t h ly ,  t h e r e  was no i n t e r e s t  i n  r e l a t i n g  a n e c d o t e s  o f  

J e su s  f o r  t h e i r  own s a k e ,  from  a d e s i r e  t o  know what manner o f  man 

He w as.

F i f t h l y ,  what in f o r m a t io n  we have ab ou t J e s u s  has no 

doubt a b a s i s  i n  f a c t  y e t  we can o n ly  r e g a r d  t h i s  a s  a g e n e r a l  

c o n f ir m a t io n  o f  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  background o f  th e  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h  

and n ot as an a c c u r a t e  r e c o r d  o f  e v e n t s .  W hatever k n ow led ge  we 

have o f  th e  fo u n d e r  o f  our r e l i g i o n  i s  m ed ia ted  by t h e  f a i t h  o f



the e a r l i e s t  b e l i e v e r s  and s u b j e c t e d  t o  p r o p a g a n d is t  i n t e r e s t s ,

S i x t h l y ,  t h e  most r e l i a b l e  s e c t i o n  o f  g o s p e l  m a t e r i a l  

c o n s i s t s  o f  u n a t t a c h e d  s a y i n g s  o r  t h o s e  w i t h  a minimum o f  n a r r a t i v e :  

even h e r e  how ever  we ca n n o t e x p e c t  a b s o l u t e  c e r t a i n t y .

Thus t h e  g o s p e l s  a r e  n o t  l i t e r a t u r e .*  t o  e d u c a te d  Greeks  

th ey  w ere " m o n stra " . They a r e  w i t h o u t  a c c u r a t e  a n a lo g y  o r  p a r a l l e l  

a lth o u g h  r e s e m b la n c e s  may be fo u n d . A l l  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  not  

b io g r a p h ie s ,  n or  w r i t i n g s  in v e n t e d  f o r  m i s s io n  p u r p o s e s ,  but  

popular d e v o t i o n a l  m anuals (K u ltb u c h e r )  a r i s i n g  from  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  

urge w h ic h  p o s s e s s e d  t h e  community as  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  R e s u r r e c t i o n  

f a i t h .

W hile  c o n t r o v e r s y  may r a g e  o v e r  th e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  

g o sp e l  m a t e r i a l  and o v e r  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  th e  o r i g i n  o f  t h e  v a r io u s  

s t r a n d s ,  f o r  Hew T esta m en t t h e o l o g y  t h e  im p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  o f  th e  

s c h o o l ’ S work d o e s  n o t  l i e  in  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  o p i n i o n  on t h e s e  

m a tter s ,  but i n  t h e  agreem en t w h ich  th e  F o r m g e s c h ic h t le r s  show on  

the o ld  problem  o f  J e s u s  r e s e a r c h .

I t  i s  n o t  a new c la im  t h a t  t h e y  make when t h e y  t e l l  u s  ;

that h i s t o r y  and im a g in a t io n  have combined t o  form th e  g o s p e l s  o r  

th at th e  l i f e  o f  J e s u s  o f  N a z a r e th  meant l i t t l e  t o  t h e  men o f  th e  

0an ly  Church. But i t  i s  backed t h i s  t im e  by more c o n c r e t e  e v i d e n c e  

than m ere ly  a d e s i r e  t o  e r a d i c a t e  a l l  d i f f i c u l t  p a s s a g e s  as  " a c c r e 

t io n s  |

The r a t i o n a l i s t i c  a t t e m p t  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  whose aim  

was to  red u ce  t h e  in c o m p r e h e n s ib le ,  c o u ld  be s u c c e s s f u l y  e x p lo d e d  

by S c h w e itz e r  b e c a u s e  i t  c h o s e  s im p ly  t o  om it what o f f e n d e d  " r e a s o n a b le



men". D ogm atic  m o t iv e s  had o u tru n  t h e i r  c r i t i c a l  f a c u l t y  and  

la r g e  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  g o sp e ls  w ere r e g a r d e d  as  u n h i s t o r i c a l  b e c a u s e  

th ey  c o u ld  n o t  h a r m o n ise  w i t h  a p r e c o n c e iv e d  p o r t r a i t  o f  J e s u s .

S in c e  t h o s e  t im e s  much h as  h a p p en ed . The Two S o u rce  

th eo r y  h a s  become a f o u n d a t io n  o f  g o s p e l  c r i t i c i s m  and r e c o g n i t i o n  

has been  g iv e n  t o  t h e  l a r g e  p a r t  p la y e d  by e s c h a t o l o g i c a l  e x p e c t a 

t io n s  i n  t h e  minds o f  J e s u s  and His f o l l o w e r s .  The c o n c l u s i o n s  o f  

th e  F o r m g e s c h ic h t le r s  a r e  how ever d o u b ly  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h a t  t h e y  

base t h e i r  e s t i m a t e  o f  J e s u s  n o t  on t h e o l o g i c a l  p r e c o n c e p t io n s  

but on c r i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  and a new p o in t  o f  v ie w  w i t h  r e g a r d  to  

g o sp e l  o r i g i n s .

I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  t h e o l o g y  t o  exam ine t h e i r  

cla im s and t h e i r  e f f e c t  on our c o n c e p t io n  o f  th e  h i s t o r i c  J e s u s .

That i t  w i l l  r e q u ir e  t o  be v a s t l y  a l t e r e d  i f  t h e i r  c o n t e n t i o n s  a r e  

c o r r e c t ,  i s  c l e a r :  f o r  i t  d e s t r o y s  th e  w h o le  e d i f i c e  on w h ich  t h e  

L ives o f  J e s u s  r e s t .  I f  t h e  order  o f  e v e n t s  d i s a p p e a r s  i n  d e f a u l t  

c o n n e c t io n s ,  no p s y c h o l o g i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  w h ich  w ould  a t te m p t  

bo in tr o d u c e  a c o n t i n u i t y  t h a t  th e  g o s p e l s  l a c k  w i l l  have any v a l u e .

And th e r e  has  p erh ap s  b e e n  no age  when more s t r e s s  has been  l a i d  on 

the p e r s o n a l i t y ,  c h a r a c t e r  t r a i t s ,  and a c t i o n s  o f  Our L ord .

The human J e s u s  a t  th e  moment g o e s  f a r  t o  o u t s t r i p  t h e  

Risen C h r is t  i n  p o p u la r  a p p e a l:  th e  h u m a n ity ,  a f f e c t i o n s ,  d i s p o s i t i o n s ,  

and moods o f  J e s u s  a re  a n a ly s e d  and d w e lt  o n .  Sermons and p o p u la r  

t h e o lo g ic a l  works c o n c e n t r a t e  more on t h e  "manhood o f  t h e  M aster"  

than on th e  w o r sh ip  o f  C h r i s t :  t h e  b r o th er h o o d  o f  J e s u s  w i t h  a l l  

men b e fo r e  t h e  F a th e r  i s  t h a t  w h ich  a p p e a ls  m ost to  modern m in d s .



Any who can rea d  more i n t o  t h e  New T es ta m en t  a c c o u n ts  th a n  t h e i r  

n e ig h b o u rs  a r e  e a g e r l y  b e s o u g h t  t o  sh e d  more l i g h t  on l e s s e r  known 

a s p e c t s  o f  J e s u s :  His hum our, H is  a n g e r ,  H is  s a r c a s m . " S i r s ,  we 

would s e e  J e s u s "  i s  t h e  cry  o f  to d a y  a s  s t r o n g l y  a s  i n  th e  h ey d a y  

o f  L ib e r a l i s m .

P a r t l y  t h i s  i s  t o  be a c c o u n te d  f o r  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  r e s e a r c h  

p e n e tr a te s  s l o w l y  i n t o  t h e  p u b l i c  mind and th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  

ja r r in g  e l e n e n t s  by t h e  e s c h a t f t l o g i c a l  e x p o n e n ts  h a s  n o t  y e t  been  

f u l l y  f e l t .  But on t h e  o th e r  hand t h e  p r o d u c t io n  o f  L i v e s  o f  J e s u s  

by r e s p o n s i b l e  t h e o l o g i a n s  shows no s i g n s o f  a b a t i n g .  W ith in  th e  

past t h i r t y  y e a r s  t h e r e  has b e e n  h a r d ly  l e s s  a c t i v i t y  a lo n g  t h i s  

l i n e  than  i n  th e  S t r a u s s - R e n a n  e r a .  The a u th o r  o f  t h r e e  volum es  

on th e  s u b j e c t  h i m s e l f  a s s e r t s  t h a t  th e  t o t a l  o u t p u t  o f  books about  

Jesus d u r in g  t h e  p a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  "would f i l l  s e v e r a l  f i v e - f o o t  

s h e lv e s " .

I t  would a lm o s t  a p p ea r  as  i f  t h e r e  w ere a p a s s i o n a t e  

Qagerness t o  v i n d i c a t e  a w a n in g  f a i t h  by an a p p e a l  t o  h i s t o r y  and 

by a d e s p e r a t e  a t t e m p t  t o  p r e s e n t  a c o h e r e n t  p i c t u r e  f o r  ou r  g u id a n c e  

and i m i t a t i o n .  To sh ed  new l i g h t  on t h e  l i f e  o f  J e s u s  i s  t h e  g e n e r a l  

aim, w h i le  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  p u rp ose  i s  t o  s e e k  m a t e r i a l  whereby we can 

c o n s t i t u t e  a l i v i n g  p e r s o n a l i t y  w i t h  c l e a r l y  d e f in e d  a t t r i b u t e s  and 

ac t io n s :  whose th o u g h t s  and ways a r e  made p l a i n  t o  u s ,  whose exam p le  

We may th e r e u p o n  f o l l o w . I f  th e  w r i t e r s  o f  t h e s e  L iv e s  have any  

grudge a g a i n s t  t h e  g o s p e l  w r i t e r s ,  i t  i s  t h a t  t h e y  " l e f t  so  much t o  

chance", t h a t  so  much more has b e e n  " l o s t " ,  t h a t  f a c t s  and f i g u r e s  

v° n° t  b een  p r e s e r v e d  as c a r e f u l l y  and l o v i n g l y  as t h e y  ought and



t h a t ,  in  s h o r t ,  f o r  men who lo v e d  t h e i r  Lord t h e y  b e t r a y  a s i n g u l a r  

la ck  o f  c a re  i n  p r e s e r v i n g  r e m in i s c e n c e s  o f  Him. I t  i s  t r u e  o f  

course t h a t  t h e y  t h e m s e lv e s  knew much more b u t w ould  t h a t  t h e y  had  

on ly  handed i t  down t o  us a l s o  and n o t  b een  so  h ap h azard  i n  t h e i r  

r e c o l l e c t i o n s !  N e v e r t h e l e s s  we must ack n o w led g e  our d e b t  t o  them  

in  t h a t  t h e y  have  p r e s e r v e d  so  much o f  t h e  M aster’s e v e r y d a y  l i f e  

fo r  us and p r e s e n t e d  u s  w ith  a more or l e s s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  b io g r a p h y .

I t  i s  j u s t  t h i s  a t t i t u d e  w h ic h  th e  Form c r i t i c s  c la im  t o  

s h a t t e r .  Men l i v i n g  i n  e x p e c t a t i o n  o f  th e  end o f  th e  w o r ld  c o u ld  

have no i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  even ts  o f  th e  p a s t  y e a r s ,  t h e y  s a y .  J e s u s ,  

for them, was t h e  C h r is t  who was a b ou t t o  come i n  g l o r y  e r e  t h e i r  

g e n e ra t io n  had p a s s e d  aw ay. Of b i o g r a p h i c a l  i n t e r e s t ,  o f  c h e r i s h i n g  

of a n e c d o te s  c o n c e r n in g  J e s u s ' b e c a u s e  o f  th e  l i g h t  t h e y  sh e d  on H is  

p. p e r s o n a l i t y ,  o f  a c o n s e c u t i v e  a c co u n t  o f  His m i n i s t r y  t h e r e  i s  no  

; trace  b e c a u s e  t h e s e  w ere  m a t te r s  o f  no moment t o  th e  men o f  t h o s e  

t im e s .

What i n t e r e s t e d  them was t h e  s a l v a t i o n  t h a t  had come th ro u g h  

; the D eath and R e s u r r e c t io n  o f  J e s u s :  His p r e c e p t s  w ere a r u le  o f  l i f e  

" t i l l  He come", a n e c d o t e s  c o n c e r n in g  Him w ere o n ly  r e l a t e d  w i t h  a 

view t o  c o n v e r t i n g ,  p e r s u a d in g ,  or c o n f ir m in g  men i n  th e  new f a i t h .  

That h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t  l i e s  b e h in d  them i s  u n doub ted  bu t i t  i s  beyond  

0Ur pQach, s i n c e  from  t h e i r  v e r y  n a tu r e  t h e y  a r e  made t o  conform  t o  

a Purpose o t h e r  th a n  a r e l a t i o n  o f  e v e n t s .  They adduce P a p ia s  and 

us th a t  Mark d o es  n o t  c o n t a in  "memoirs o f  a h i s t o r i a n ” but
t!

emoirs o f  a p r e a c h e r " .  Thus th e  Form c r i t i c s  d i s c o u r a g e  a t t e m p ts  

to base a l i f e  o f  J e s u s  on th e  g o s p e l s  on th e  a ssu m p tio n  t h a t  t h a t



i s  t h e i r  p r im a ry  f u n c t i o n  and warn u s  a g a i n s t  a r e v i v a l  o f  th e  

V erb a l I n s p i r a t i o n a l  t h e o r y  i n  th e  New T e s ta m e n t .

I t  i s  n o te w o r th y  t h a t  a t  a t im e  when B a r th ia n ism  h as  

em p h asised  t h e  o t h e r n e s s  o f  God and d i s c o u n t e n a n c e d  e a s y  t h e o r i e s  

o f  t h e  " B roth erh ood  o f  t h e  F a t h e r ,"  F o r m g e s c h ic h te  s t e p s  forw ard  

and i n s i s t s  on a s i m i l a r  r e v i s i o n  o f  our a t t i t u d e  t o  J e s u s .  We 

must n ot l i k e  W ein e l r e p l y  t o  th e  q u e s t i o n  "Do we know J e s u s ? "  

by s a y i n g  "Y es, we know Him v e ry  w e l l  in d e e d ."  S c h w e i t z e r f s 

famous c l o s i n g  words i n  th e  Q u est  o f  th e  H i s t o r i c a l  J e s u s  a r e  

b e in g  r e p e a t e d  to d a y  w i t h  new m ean in g . Goguel p u ts  t h e  c a s e  

in  i t s  ex trem e  form when h e  s a y s :  "What i s  a g r ee d  on by ev en

th e  m ost p ron ou n ced  o p p o n en ts  o f  t h e  m y t h ic a l  t h e o r i e s  can be  

put i n  a s i n g l e  s e n t e n c e ,  nam ely: "Between th e  y e a r  25 and th e  

y ea r  30 o f  our e r a  a r a b b i  by  th e  name o f  J e s u s  was c r u c i f i e d  

a t  J e r u s a le m  by o r d e r  o f  P o n t iu 3 P i l a t e  in  c o n se q u e n c e  o f  a 

m e s s ia n ic  m ovem ent." (H arvard T h e o l o g i c a l  R ev iew  1 9 3 0 ,  p . 1 1 1 . )

O p p o s i t io n  t o  th e  Form c r i t i c s ’ c o n c lu s io n s  has  n o t  b een  

l a c k i n g .  W ith th e  n o t a b le  e x c e p t i o n  o f  L i g h t f o o t ’ s H is t o r y  and  

I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  in  th e  G o sp e ls  1 9 3 5 ,  m ost E n g l i s h  c r i t i c i s m  has  

been u n f a v o u r a b le ,  as a l s o  much c o n t i n e n t a l  s c h o l a r s h i p .  I t  i s  

contended  t h a t  i n  t h e  growth o f  t r a d i t i o n  a s im p le  h i s t o r i c a l  

i n t e r e s t  in  p r o d u c in g  a p i c t u r e  o f  th e  l i f e  o f  J e s u s  was a t  work.  

W indisch (D e u ts c h e  L i t e r a t u r z e i t u n g  1934 c o l .  2 4 0 8 )  fo r  e x a m p le ,  

asks w h eth er  i t  was not s im p ly  a n a t u r a l  d e s i r e  on t h e  p a r t  o f  th e  

b e l i e v e r s  t o  know and t o  remember what had ta k en  p l a c e  and how i t  

had come a b o u t .  He compares t h e  q u e s t i o n s  o f  E c h e k r a te s  in  P l a t o ’s



Phaedo r e g a r d in g  th e  d e a t h  o f  S o c r a t e s  t o  t h e  w i l l  t o  know a l l  t h a t

happened t o  J e s u s  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  e a r l y  Church.

An u n co m p ro m is in g  op p o n en t o f  F o r m g e s c h ic h te  i s  t h e  B ish o p  

o f  G lo u c e s te r  who i n  an a r t i c l e  in  t h e  Church Q u a r t e r ly  R eview  

(Jan. 1 9 3 5 )  e x p r e s s e s  th e  f u l l  b i o g r a p h i c a l  s t a n d p o i n t .

"There i s  no e v id e n c e  t h a t  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  C h r i s t i a n s  

w ere m is e r a b l e  e s c h a t o l o g i s t s  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  end o f  t h e  

w o r ld .  From t h e  b e g in n in g ,  t h e y  would want t o  remember 

th e  words and  deeds o f  C h r i s t .  The new c o n v e r t s  would  

want t o  h e a r  them  and t h e r e  w ould  be  many who had t h e i r  

s t o r i e s  t o  t e l l . "  "We can f i n d  i n  a l l  t h i s  modern 

c r i t i c i s m  no argu m en ts  adduced why we s h o u ld  n o t  t r e a t '  

t h e s e  b i o g r a p h i e s  as  many o t h e r s  t h a t  have  come t o  us

from t h e  a n c i e n t  w o r l d ....................... They a r e  a r e c o r d  o f

l i f e  and words n a r r a te d  by e y e w i t n e s s e s  and handed  

down by t r a d i t i o n .  They p r e s e n t ,  a hom ogeneous p i c t u r e  

o f  a l i f e ,  a t e a c h e r ,  a p r o p h e t ."  (P ages  2 8 9 ,  2 9 5 . )

T h is  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  v ie w p o in t  b e tw e en  t h o s e  who b e l i e v e  

‘'bat th e  e a r l i e s t  t r a d i t i o n  c o n c e r n in g  J e s u s  a r o s e  from  an i n t e r e s t  

^  His e a r t h l y  l i f e ,  and t h o s e  who h o ld  t h a t  th e  e a r l y  Church had  

no such c o n c e r n  and t h a t  in f o r m a t io n  a b o u t J e s u s  i s  i n c i d e n t a l  can  

put to  t h e  t e s t  a l o n g  o t h e r  l i n e s  th an  t h a t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  th e  

C o p t i c  m a t e r i a l .

We p o s s e s s  c a n o n i c a l  and e x t r a - c a n o n i c a l  w r i t i n g s  d a t i n g  

hoards from 20 t o  30 y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  d e a th  o f  Our L ord . T h is  i s  

bs on ly  m a t e r i a l  w h ich  we h ave  t o  g u id e  u s  i n  our kn ow led ge  o f



the c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  e a r l y  Church. They a r e  w r i t i n g s  c o n c e r n e d  

w ith  t h e  p r o p a g a t io n  o f  t h e  f a i t h ,  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  o r d i n a n c e s , 

moral c o d e s ,  i n  s h o r t  a l l  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t te r  o f  th e  C h r i s t i a n  

m iss io n .

I f  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  l i f e  o f  J e s u s  w ere  o f  su c h  i n t e r e s t  

to th e  e a r l i e s t  co m m u n it ie s  i t  s h o u ld  n o t  be d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  an  

abundance o f  r e f e r e n c e s  to  them i n  t h e s e  w r i t i n g s .  L e t t e r s  from  

m is s io n a r ie s  t o  t h e i r  c h u r c h e s ,  t o  new f o u n d a t i o n s ,  w ould p resu m a b ly  

r e la t e  c o p i o u s l y  from  th e  e v e n t s  i n  N a z a r e th ,  p o r t r a y in g  a b e lo v e d  

Master, l i n g e r i n g  o v e r  H is  words and w a y s ,  s e e k i n g  t o  a c q u a in t  th e  

newly-won c o n v e r t s  w i t h  th e  b e h a v io u r  and c h a r a c t e r  o f  th e  fo u n d e r  

of t h e i r  s e c t .  J u s t  as  p u p i l s  l o v e  t o  n a r r a t e  t h e  e c c e n t r i c i t i e s  

of a b e lo v e d  t e a c h e r ,  s o  t h e s e  men who had b een  w i t h  J e s u s  w ou ld  

pass on t a l e s  o f  t h e i r  l i f e  i n  N a z a re th  t o  make t h e  newcomers  

fa m il ia r  w i t h  o l d  t im e s  ( c f .  Xenophon*s M e m o r a b i l ia ) .

We know t h a t  f r o m  th e  d e a th  o f  J e s u s  -  and b e f o r e  i t  -  

there were men who had b een  w i t h  Him th ro u g h o u t  His m i n i s t r y  and 

that t h e s e  men fou nded  th e  Church. That th e y  had a g r e a t  s t o r e  of  

in form ation  ab ou t J e s u s  i s  o b v io u s  and i t  i s  t o  be assum ed t h a t  t h i s  

was landed  on by  word o f  mouth or i n  w r i t i n g  t o  th e  m i s s i o n a r i e s  

°f  ohe e v e r - w id e n in g  c om m u n it ies .

I f  i n  th e  New T estam en t and l a t e r  w r i t i n g s  how ever t h e s e  

M iss io n a r ie s  i n  t h e i r  l e t t e r s  r e f e r  o n l y  t o  c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  o f  the  

l i f e  o f  J e s u s  e . g .  His maxims and p r e c e p t s ,  H is  p a s s io n  and d e a t h ,  

l,b i l e  th e  e v e n t s  o f  H is  m i n i s t r y  are  e i t h e r  un m en tion ed  or  b r i e f l y  

r®ferred t o ,  th e n  i t  w i l l  be rea so n a b le  t o  su p p o se  t h a t  t h e r e  was 

M°re i n t e r e s t  i n  some p a r t s  o f  H is work th an  i n  o t h e r s ,  and t h a t



6 7 .
a regard  f o r  r e m i n i s c e n c e  f o r  i t s  own sa k e  was n o n - e x i s t e n t .

In d eed  i f  i t  i s  shown t h a t  in  a l l  th e  1 s t  c e n t u r y  w r i t i n g s  

Jesu s  as a man among men i s  in  f a c t  e n t i r e l y  a b s e n t  and e v e n t s  from  

the  N a z a re th  m i n i s t r y  f i n d  no p la c e ^  th e n  we a r e  a t  a l o s s  t o  a c c o u n t  

fo r  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  th e  g o s p e l  m a t e r i a l  w h ich  d e v e lo p e d  w i t h i n  t h o s e  

years and among th e  same p e o p l e .  E i t h e r  we assum e t h a t  th e  Church 

w ith in  th e  1 s t  c e n t u r y  o f  i t s  e x i s t e n c e  knew n o t h in g  o f  J e s u s  -  i n  

which c a s e  th e  g o s p e l s  a r e  f i c t i t i o u s  -  or e l s e  t h e  s i l e n c e  o f  t h e s e  

e a r ly  w r i t e r s  i s  t o  be a c c o u n te d  f o r  i n  some o t h e r  w ay. I f  i t  can  

be shown f o r  e x a m p le ,  t h a t  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  an a b s e n c e  o f  m e n t io n  o f  

Jesus o f  N a z a r e th ,  t h e r e  g o e s  a l i v e l y  e x p e c t a t i o n  o f  th e  coining  

of th e  C h r i s t ,  th e n  we s h o u ld  in d e e d  have  a c l u e  t o  th e  a t t i t u d e  

of th e  Church t o  what knoy/ledge t h e y  p o s s e s s  c o n c e r n in g  J e s u s .

I t  w ould  be p o s s i b l e  f o r  s u c h  k n ow led ge  t o  be i n  c i r c u l a t i o n  

and to  be r e g a r d e d  n o t  as  h i s t o r i c a l  r e m in i s c e n c e  b u t  r a t h e r  as  

w itn e s s in g  t o  th e  c e r t a i n t y  o f  th e  P a r o u s ia .  When we d i s c o v e r  from  

t h e ir  w r i t i n g s  w here  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  Church l a y ,  what J e s u s  

im plied f o r  th em , th e n  we s h a l l  be i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  s y n o p t i c  m a t e r i a l .  I f  i t  i s  shown t h a t  i n t e r e s t  

i i o s  in  th e  p a s t ,  th en  t h e  g o s p e l s  may p r o p e r ly  be r e g a r d e d  as  

memoirs and as b i o g r a p h i c a l :  i f  how ever i n t e r e s t  l i e s  i n  th e  f u t u r e ,  

then the  o r i g i n a l  p u rp o se  o f  th e  g o s p e l  m a t e r i a l  was n o t  r e m in i s c e n t  

however b i o g r a p h i c a l  a sh ap e  i t  may l a t e r  h ave  assu m ed . The Form- 

SQs c h i c h t l i c h e  c la im  t h a t  th e y  w e re  fr a g m e n ta r y  u n i t s  s u b s e r v i e n t  

1 0  m is s io n a r y  p u rp o se s  w ould  th e n  be e n t i t l e d  t o  s e r i o u s  c o n s i d e r a 

t io n ,  Under t h i s  p o in t  o f  v ie w  we t h e r e f o r e  p r o c ee d  t o  exam ine  t h e  

C hristo logy  o f  th e  e a r l y  Church  as r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  a l l  t h a t  we 

P°3sqs3 0p t h e i r  l i t e r a t u r e .



(B) ESCHATOLOGY" AND THE LIFE OF JESUS.

I .  P a u l .

A d o l f  D e issm an n  (The R e l i g i o n  o f  J e s u s  and t h e  F a i t h  o f  

Paul p . 1 7 1 )  s a i d  "I t h i n k  i f  we w is h  t o  g a in  a r e a l  u n d e r s t a n d in g  

o f  Paul we s h o u ld  b e g in  w i t h  th e  fo rm u la  ?£V k t t w  »». 

Whereupon h e  p r o c e e d e d  t o  exam in e  t h i s  and s i m i l a r  p h r a s e s :  " in  

the b lo o d  o f  C h r i s t " ,  " in  t h e  name o f  C h r i s t " ,  " w ith  C h r i s t " ,  

"through C h r i s t " ,  com ing  t o  th e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  a l l  a r e  t o  be 

taken as e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  th e  s p i r i t u a l  communion o f  Pau l w i t h  t h e  

r i s e n  C h r is t  and n o t  a s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  th e  h i s t o r i c  J e s u s  a t  a l l .

The k e y n o te  i n  f a c t  o f  D eissm an n *s  a t t i t u d e  t o  P au l i s  t h a t  he  

was a m y s t ic  and n o t  a t h e o l o g i a n ,  t h a t  h i s  l e t t e r s  are  t h e r e f o r e  

to be rea d  a s  th e  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  a p e r s o n a l  r e l i g i o u s  c o n v i c t i o n  

more th a n  as t h e o l o g i c a l  t r e a t i s e s .

W ith  v a r i a t i o n s  and l i m i t a t i o n s  t h i s  p o i n t  o f  v ie w  s t i l l  

h o ld s .  P au l*s  C h r is t  i s  th e  r i s e n  C h r is t :  m y s t i c i s m  i s  th e  

t e x tu r e  o f  h i s  f a i t h ,  q u e s t i o n s  o f  th e  Law o r  J u s t i f i c a t i o n  are  

s u b s id ia r y .  The s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h i s  p o in t  o f  v ie w  was a h e a l t h y  

P r o te s t  a g a i n s t  s y s t e m a t i s a t i o n  and i t  has b een  v i n d i c a t e d  by  

ttore r e c e n t  s t u d i e s .  That P a u l ’ s l e t t e r s  a re  o c c a s i o n a l ,  non -  

l i t e r a r y ,  and p e r s o n a l ,  i s  th e  f a c t  w h ich  must be remembered in  

t h e ir  p e r u s a l .  They a r e  n o t  co m p le te  schemes o f  h i s  b e l i e f s  

d e l iv e r e d  f o r  g u id a n c e  t o  v a r io u s  c o m m u n it ie s ,  b u t  m e ssa g es  as  

s u b s t i t u t e s  f o r  th e  3 poken word d e a l i n g  w ith  some s p e c i a l  s i t u a t i o n .



P a u l’ s b e l i e f s  are  bound t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e s e  com m u n ica tion s  b u t

on ly  as s u b s t r a t a  t o  t h a t  w h ich  i s  p r im a r y ,- 'n a m e ly  h i s  u n io n

w ith  th e  e x a l t e d  C h r i s t  w h ich  he s h a r e d  w i t h  a l l  h i s  c o n v e r t s .

I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  a w r e s t i n g  o f  th e  framwork o f  P a u l in e  C h r i s t o l o g y

to  s u g g e s t  ( e . g .  Weymouth) t h a t  i n  2  Cor. 5 1 6  k o l i m p l i e s

p e r so n a l k n ow led ge  o f  J e s u s .  T here i s  no more f l e s h l y  k n ow led ge

here th an  t h e r e  was a p h y s i c a l  ap p ea ra n ce  on th e  Damascus road

where Paul d e s c r i b e s  J e s u s  as  h a v in g  b e e n  seen  by him:

K o ^ j x o {  I Cor. 15®, a l s o  b o ^ i  '’l ^ f T o v v  to V  (Cy^iov £ <4 0̂ 0 6 *̂,

In th e  l a t t e r  c a s e  i t  was t h e  l i v i n g  C h r is t  who a p p e a r e d ,  j u s t  as

in  th e  form er th e  th o u g h t  i s  "we h a v e  known C h r i s t  up t i l l  now in

a f l e s h l y  i . e .  n o n - s p i r i t u a l  f a s h i o n " .  He had n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  b een  
tv .

However p l e a s a n t  may be t h e  c o n j e c t u r e  t h a t  P au l was a 

w itn ess  o f  th e  c r u c i f i x i o n ,  how ever i t  may c o r r e sp o n d  i n  t im e  

to t h a t  p e r io d  when S a u l  was u n d er  G a m a lie l  i n  J e r u s a le m ,  i t  must 

remain n o t h in g  more th a n  a mere p o s s i b i l i t y ,  and p h r a se s  o f  t h e  

nature o f  icat* (T<xpi<a , and r e f e r e n c e s  t o  th e  "blood" are  i n

no w ise  t o  be r e g a r d e d  a s  h a v in g  any b e a r in g  upon th e  q u e s t i o n

at a l l .

W ith t h e s e  p r o v i s o s ,  t h a t  a l l  t h a t  Paul s a y s  i s  to  be  

in t e r p r e te d  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  h i s  m y s t ic  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  C h r i s t ,  and 

tnat h i s  a c q u a in ta n c e  w i t h  J e s u s  may o n l y  be r e m o t e ly  c o n j e c t u r e d ,  

i t  may be f r e e l y  g r a n te d  t h a t  h i s  know ledge o f  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  J e s u s  

ftust have been c o n s i d e r a b l e .



What J e s u s  s t o o d  f o r ,  l i v e d  f o r ,  and d ie d  f o r ,  h e  had  

ample o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  f i n d i n g  out d u r in g  h i s  P h a r i s a i c  p e r i o d .

His p e r s e c u t i o n  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s ,  h i s  own r e s t l e s s  and i n q u i r i n g  

mind, above a l l  h i s  i n t e r c o u r s e  w i t h  P e t e r ,  Mark, and B a rn a b a s ,  

would n e c e s s i t a t e  t h e  a s su m p t io n  t h a t  h i s  kn ow led ge  must; have  

been c o n s i d e r a b l e .

F u r t h e r ,  i n  t h e  tw e n ty  y e a r s  t h a t  p a s s e d  b e tw een  h i 3 

c o n v e r s io n  and h i s  f i r s t  e p i s t l e  t h e r e  w ere ample o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

in  c o n v e r s a t i o n  ’w ith  m i s s i o n a r i e s  and p r e a c h e r s  t o  l e a r n  a l l  t h a t  

was to  be known w h eth er  i t  came t h r o u g h  e y e w i t n e s s e s , t h e  d i s c i p l e s ,  

or t h e i r  f o l l o w e r s .  W hatever o r a l  o r  w r i t t e n  t r a d i t i o n  wa3 c u r r e n t  

at th e  t im e ,  i t  i s  t o  be presumed t h a t  he  had a c c e s s  to  i t  .

He h i m s e l f  r e f e r s  i n  two s e p a r a t e  p a s s a g e s  t o  t h i s  know

led g e  which he had a c q u ir e d ,  where i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  th e  r e f e r e n c e  

cannot be to  h i s  m y s t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e :  I  C o r .I S *5 (F or  I d e l i v e r e d

unto you t h a t  w h ic h  1  a l s o  r e c e i v e d ) ,  w hich  p r e c e d e s  an a cco u n t
_ 23

° f  th e  D eath  and R e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  C h r i s t ,  and I  Cor 11 where th e

same form u la  i s  u sed  to  in t r o d u c e  th e  n a r r a t i v e  o f  th e  Lord*s  

Supper.

D i b e l i u s  as  we have s e e n  p o i n t s  out t h a t  k a t ocAayujSifvavand 

a r e  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t s  o f  th e  Hebrew and ~\CT/3

which were u s e d  o f  r e c e i v i n g  and h a n d in g  down th e  p r o p h e t ic  t r a d i t i o n  

(P .2 0 ) .

W hatever t h e o r y  may be b u i l t  upon t h e s e  two p a s s a g e s ,  t h e y  

are o b v io u s ly  u n iq u e  i n  th e  e p i s t l e s ,  b e a r  th e  mark o f  f o r e i g n  

m ater ia l embodied i n  a f i x e d  form , as o f  a l e s s o n  l e a r n e d  and



com m itted to  memory or  p r e s e r v e d  i n  w r i t i n g .  Such in f o r m a t io n  

as t h i s  c o n c e r n in g  J e s u s  we may assum e to  h a v e  been  p a r t  o f  

'P a u l's  e q u ip m e n t ,  m e n ta l  o r  m a t e r i a l .  In d e e d  m e r e ly  from t h e s e  

fragm ents we l e a r n  t h a t  he knew o f  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  C ephas, o f  

the  T w elv e ,  o f  th e  C r u c i f i x i o n ,  th e  B e t r a y a l ,  and th e  L a s t  

Supper.

S in c e  t h a t  i s  t h e  c a s e  we s h o u ld  e x p e c t  t h e r e  to  be a 

h o st  o f  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  th e  e a r t h l y  m i n i s t r y  o f  J e s u s ,  a c o n s t a n t  

d is p la y  o f  a l l u s i o n s  q u o t in g  in  t h e  e v e n t  o f  a d e s i r e d  e x a m p le ,  

in s t a n c i n g  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  a d e s i r e d  a u t h o r i t y :  i n  s h o r t  t h a t  

knowledge o f  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  C h r i s t ’ s l i f e  sh o u ld  be one o f  the  

most c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  f e a t u r e s  o f  th e  l e t t e r s .  I s  t h i s  t h e  c a s e ?

Perhaps th e  m ost c o n v in c in g  form i n  w h ic h  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  

can be an sw ered  i s  to  be found in  a book by Mr G. 0 .  G r i f f i t h  

e n t i t l e d  f,s t .  P a u l ’ s L i f e  o f  C h r i s t ” . At one  p o in t  i n  t h i s  w ork,  

he s e t s  o u t  t o  g i v e  i n  r e v i e w  P a u l ’ s b io g r a p h y  o f  J e s u s  i n  th e  

a p o s t l e ’ s own w o rd s .  T h is  framework o c c u p ie s  f i v e  p a g es  ( 4 5 - 4 9 )

° f  which t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e x t r a c t  c o n c e r n in g  t h e  e a r t h l y  l i f e  

°ccu p ies  a p p r o x im a te ly  on e: i t  may b e  ju dged  how much o f  i t  i s  

j u s t i f i a b l y  to  b e  r e g a r d e d  as h a v in g  a b i o g r a p h i c a l  i n t e r e s t  a t  a l l .

,r3 u t  when t h e  f u l n e s s  o f  th e  t im e  cam e, God s e n t  f o r t h  H is  

Son, born o f  a woman -  remember t h a t  J e s u s  C h r is t  was o f  th e  

seed  o f  David a c c o r d in g  to  my g o s p e l  -  born under th e  Law 

th a t  He m igh t redeem  them w h ich  w ere un der  th e  Law, t h a t  

WQ might r e c e i v e  t h e  a d o p t io n  o f  s o n s .  -  For o f  ( D a v id ’ s )  

seed  h a th  God, a c c o r d in g  to  p r o m is e ,  b rou gh t u n to  I s r a e l



a S a v io u r  J e s u s ;  when John had f i r s t  p r e a c h e d  b e f o r e  

His con iin g  t h e  b a p t is m  o f  r e p e n ta n c e  t o  a l l  th e  p e o p le  

o f  I s r a e l .  And a s  John  was f u l f i l l i n g  h i s  c o u r s e ,  h e  

s a i d :  What su p p ose  y e  t h a t  I  am? I  am n o t  H e. But 

b e h o ld  t h e r e  com eth  One a f t e r  me th e  s h o e s  o f  whose  

f e e t  I  am n o t  w o r th y  to  u n l o o s e .  (F o r )  John  b a p t i s e d  

w it h  t h e  b a p t i s m  o f  r e p e n t a n c e ,  s a y in g  u n to  t h e  p e o p le  

t h a t  t h e y  s h o u ld  b e l i e v e  in  Him who s h o u ld  come a f t e r  

Him, t h a t  i s ,  i n  J e s u s .

"And b e i n g  fo u n d  i n  f a s h i o n  as a man He hum bled  

H im s e l f .  For y e  know t h e  g ra ce  o f  Our Lord J e s u s  C h r is t  

t h a t  th ou gh  lie was r i c h  y e t  f o r  our sa k es  He became p o o r  

t h a t  y e  th r o u g h  H is p o v e r ty  m igh t become r i c h  (an d) y e  

remember t h e  words o f  th e  Lord J e s u s  how He H im s e l f  sa id* .  

I t  i s  more b l e s s e d  to  g i v e  than t o  r e c e i v e  -  C h r i3 t  a l s o  

p le a s e d  n o t  h i m s e l f  -  becom in g  o b e d ie n t  u n to  d e a t h ,  y e a  

th e  d e a th  o f  t h e  C r o s s : -  a s  i t  i s  w r i t t e n :  The r e p r o a c h e s  

o f  them t h a t  r e p r o a c h e d  Thee f e l l  upon me. For th e y  t h a t  

d w e l l  in  J e r u s a le m  and t h e i r  r u l e r s ,  b e c a u s e  th e y  knew 

Him n o t  nor th e  v o i c e s  o f  t h e  p r o p h e ts  w h ic h  are  rea d  

e v e r y  Sab bath  day  f u l f i l l e d  them by condem ning Him.

"(And) I  r e c e i v e d  o f  th e  Lord t h a t  w h ich  a l s o  I  

d e l i v e r e d  u n to  y o u ,  how t h a t  t h e  Lord J e su s  i n  th e  n ig h t  

in  w h ich  He was b e t r a y e d ,  to o k  b r e a d ,  and when He had  

g iv en  th a n k s ,  He brake  i t  and s a i d ,  T his  i s  my Body w h ich  

I s  f o r  you; t h i s  do in  remembrance o f  Me. In  l i k e  manner



a l s o  t h e  cup a f t e r  s u p p e r ,  s a y i n g ,  T h is  cup i s  th e  

new c o v e n a n t  i n  My B lo o d ;  t h i s  do y e  a s  o f t  a s  y e  

d r in k  i t  i n  rem embrance o f  Me. For I  d e l i v e r e d  u n to  

you f i r s t  o f  a l l  t h a t  w h ich  I  a l s o  r e c e i v e d  how t h a t  

C h r is t  d i e d  f o r  our s i n s  a c c o r d in g  to  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s .

For th o u g h  t h e y  fou n d  no c a u s e  o f  d e a th  i n  H im ,y e t  

d e s i r e d  t h e y  P i l a t e  t h a t  He s h o u ld  be s l a i n :  ( b e f o r e  

P o n t iu s  P i l a t e  (Be) w i t n e s s e d  th e  good c o n f e s s i o n )

(and t h u s )  t h e  r u l e r s  o f  t h i s  w orld  c r u c i f i e d  t h e  

Lord o f  G lo r y .  And when t h e y  had f u l f i l l e d  a l l  t h a t  

was w r i t t e n  o f  Him th e y  took Him down from th e  g i b b e t  

and l a i d  Him i n  a s e p u lc h r e ."

So much f o r  t h e  e a r t h l y  a p p ea ra n ce  o f  J e s u s ;  t h e r e  p r e c e d e  

th is  p a s s a g e  e x t r a c t s  b e a r in g  on C hrist’s p r e - e x i s t e n c e ,  and t h e  

remainder o f  th e  s e c t i o n  i s  composed o f  an a c c o u n t  o f  th e  reaurraC' 

t io n  a p p e a r a n c e s ,  th e  e x a l t e d  Lord, and th e  Second Coming.

Even o f  t h a t  p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  s m a l l  s e c t i o n  o f  P a u l ’ s L i f e  

° A C h ris t  -  i f  we c a n  in d e e d  sp eak  o f  such a t h i n g  -  i t  i s  o n ly  

by c o u r t e s y  t h a t  i t  c o u ld  be s a id  to  be b i o g r a p h i c a l  and t h a t  t.oo 

Wlth most o f  th e  b i o g r a p h i c a l  m a t e r i a l  drawn from o u t s i d e  t h e  

s t1 q 3 ( A c t s .  P a s t o r a l s . ) .  For on t h e  most c u r s o r y  v ie w  th e  

t h e o lo g ic a i  i n t e r e s t  i s  so a p p a ren t  a 3 t o  dw arf any h i s t o r i c a l  

d e t a i l  t h a t  r e m a i n s .  I t  w i l l  be shown l a t e r  wily t h i s  sh o u ld  b e ,
btit* . i ■>

|J the p r e s e n t  i t  may be  s a i d  t h a t  beyond th e  f a c t  t h a t  J e s u s
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was b o rn , was b a p t i s e d  by Jo h n , was b e t r a y e d  and c r u c i f i e d ,  we 

should  know p r a c t i c a l l y  n o t h in g  o f  H is  l i f e  i f  our o n ly  s o u r c e  o f  

in fo r m a t io n  w ere  P a u l .  And even  t h e s e  p i e c e s  o f  f a c t u a l  e v id e n c e  

are so bound up w i t h  d o g m a tic  i n t e r e s t s  a s  t o  be o n ly  i n  a v e r y  

second ary  s e n s e  b i o g r a p h i c a l .

S in c e  P a r e t ’ s a r t i c l e  on Paul and J e s u s  i n  th e  Jahrbtfcher  

fttr D e u tsc h e  T h e o l o g i e  1858  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  o f  P a u l ’ s a l l u s i o n s  to  

in c id e n t s  and s a y i n g s  from  t h e  g o s p e l s  has. e x e r c i s e d  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  

amount o f  s c h o l a r s h i p .  S a b a t i e r  i n  The A p o s t l e  P a u l ,  t a k e s  a 

view t h a t  seem s as  p o s i t i v e  a s  any w r i t e r  s h o r t  o f  a r o m a n t i c i s t  

can s u b s c r ib e  t o ,  when he s a y s  t h a t  th e  g e n e r a l  p i c t u r e  Paul draws 

of th e  S a v i o u r ’ s l i f e  " e x a c t l y  answ ers t o  t h e  im p r e s s io n  l e f t  on 

us by th e  g o s p e l  n a r r a t i v e s  as a w h o le " .  I t  i s  d o u b t f u l  w h eth er  

t h i s  can be s e r i o u s l y  m a in ta in e d ;  i f  a g e n e r a l  p i c t u r e  be sp ok en  

o f ,  s u r e ly  th e  f i r s t  im p r e s s io n  i s  t h a t  o f  c o n t r a s t .  I t  i s  o n ly  

in  th e  d e s c e n t  t o  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  t h a t  one f i n d s  Paul t a k i n g  any  

cogn isan ce  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c  J e s u s  w h a te v e r .

H au sra th  (d er  A p o s t e l  P a u lu s )  i s  s u r e l y  a r g u in g  b e s i d e  t h e  

tnark when he s p e a k s  o f  th e  a p o s t l e ’ s know ledge em bracing  th e  w hole  

l i f e  o f  J e s u s ;  His D a v id ic  d e s c e n t ,  H is B a p t ism , t h e  L a s t  Supper  

aud th e  P a s s i o n .  The q u e s t i o n  i s  n o t ,  D id  he know ab ou t them?; t h a t  

he d id  i s  a p p a r e n t ;  r a t h e r  i s  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  Had he  any i n t e r e s t  

ln them as f a c t s ,  a s  b e in g  p a r t  o f  t h e  l i f e  o f  th e  J e s u s  o f  h i s t o r y ,  

and was h i s  w h ole  a t t i t u d e  tow ard s  t h a t  l i f e  n o t  r a t h e r  a t r a n s 

formation o f  what k n ow led ge  he had i n t o  a t h e o l o g i c a l  c o n c ep t?



J o w a t t  i n  h i s  comment on 1 Thes . ^ o n  "What d id  S t ,P a u l  

know o f  th e  l i f e  o f  J e s u s ? ” i s  much more t o  t h e  p o i n t  ■when he  

sa y s:  "In I  C o r .I S 3 *-**0  t h e  a p o s t l e  d e s c r i b e s  h i m s e l f  n o t  o n ly  

as p r e a c h in g  t o  t h e  C o r in t h ia n s  th e  d o c t r i n e  o f  th e  R e s u r r e c t io n  

of  C h r is t  b u t  a s  d w e l l i n g  on th e  m in u te  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w h ich  

a t t e s t e d  i t .  Had he t o l d  them i n  l i k e  manner o f  o t h e r  e v e n t s  i n  

the l i f e  o f  C h r i s t  -  had t h e  p a r a b le s  and d i s c o u r s e s  o f  C h r i s t  

in terw oven  t h e m s e lv e s  i n  h i s  t e a c h i n g ,  w ere th e  m ir a c l e s  o f  C h r i s t  

a w i t n e s s  to  w h ic h  he a p p e a le d ? ” These q u e s t i o n s  h e  s a y s  must  

remain w i th o u t  an an sw er:  "but as f a r  as we can t r a c e  i t  was n o t  

the s a y in g s  or  © ven ts  i n  th e  l i f e  o f  C h r is t  b u t  th e  w i t n e s s  o f  

the Old T estam en t p r o p h e t s  t h a t  form ed th e  l a r g e r  p a r t  o f  S t P a u l ’ s 

te a c h in g ,  th e  e x t e r n a l  e v id e n c e  by w h ic h  he s u p p o r te d  i n  h i m s e l f  

and o th e r s  th e  inw ard  and l i v i n g  s e n s e  o f  u n io n  w ith  C h r i s t ,  th e  

medium th ro u g h  w h ich  h e  p r e a ch ed  C h r i s t  c r u c i f i e d . ” (Quoted by  

S o m er v il le ;  St P a u l ’ s C o n c e p t io n  o f  C h r is t  -  A ppendix  A ) .

I t  w i l l  be our  c o n t e n t i o n  h e r e  t h a t  Paul d id  n o t  i n t e r s p e r s e  

p a r a b le s ,  m i r a c l e s ,  and d i s c o u r s e s  o f  C h r i s t  w i t h  h i s  t e a c h i n g ,  f o r  

the very  good r e a s o n  t h a t  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  h i s t o r i c  J e s u s  as  

l i v i n g  an ev ery d a y  l i f e  was n o n - e x i s t e n t .  The e x a l t e d  C h r i s t ,  th e  

Chri3 t  who was t o  com e, th e  same C h r is t  whom he had s e e n  on t h e  

Damascus road and  who was t h e  most v i t a l  r e a l i t y  o f  h i s  d a i l y  

Qx p e r i a n c e :  t h i s  was t h e  C h r is t  f o r  t h e s e  grow in g  com m u n ities  t o  

Deed on, not th e  J e s u s  o f  H a z a r e th .

Nor n e e d  t h i s  c o n t e n t i o n  be b a sed  on th e  r e a d in g  o f  

2 Cor .5 1 6  y n ere  3 pQa]£S o f  h a v in g  known C h r is t  a c c o r d in g  t o  th e



f l e s h ,  and c o n f e s s i n g  t o  d o in g  so  no l o n g e r .  I t  would be t o  b a s e  

our argum ent on t o o  s l e n d e r  a f o o t i n g  t o  i n s i s t  t h a t  t h i s  m ust mean 

a r e s o l v e  t o  t a k e  no f u r t h e r  i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  h i s t o r i c  J e s u s  b u t  

to  c o n c e n t r a t e  a t t e n t i o n  upon t h e  e x a l t e d  C h r i s t .  "To c a s t  a 

s l i g h t  on t h e  words and a c t s  spoken and done i n  t h e  m i n i s t r y  ( o f  

C h ris t)  and on th e  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  c h a r a c t e r  made t h e r e b y  was n o t ,

I im a g in e ,  i n  a l l  h i s  t h o u g h t s " .  Bruce (S t  P a u l ’ s C o n c e p t io n  o f  

C h r i s t i a n i t y  2 5 5 - 6 rq u o ted  by S o m e r v i l l e  p . 267 ) i s  s u r e l y  r i g h t  

in  t h i s  a t t i t u d e  b u t  wrong i n  h i s  e m p h a s is .  Paul had no i n t e n t i o n  

of c a s t i n g  a s l i g h t  on J e s u s ’ work on e a r t h ,  he s im p ly  ig n o r e d  i t

in  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  im p re s s  upon th e  w or ld  t h e  trem endous t r u t h  o f

the  r i s e n  C h r i s t  and H is im p en din g  r e t u r n .  That J e s u s  l i v e d  an  

e a r th ly  l i f e  a t  a l l  was o n ly  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  him i n  so  f a r  as i t  

served h i s  t h e o l o g i c a l  p u r p o s e s ,  i n  r e g a r d in g  Him as t h e  sec o n d  

Adam.

That t h e s e  c o n t e n t i o n s  a r e  amply borne  out by the  e v id e n c e

° f  th e  e p i s t l e s  t h e m s e lv e s  w i l l  be shown by t h e i r  e x a m in a t io n  f i r s t

°D a l l  under t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  v /hether  Paul b e t r a y s  any c o n c e r n  f o r  

the G a l i l e a n  m i n i s t r y  e i t h e r  a s  a h i s t o r y  t h a t  was w orth  r e c o r d i n g ,  

as an exam ple  t h a t  o u g h t  t o  be f o l l o w e d ,  or  as  a m a t te r  t h a t  i n t i 

mately c o n c er n e d  t h e  e a r l y  Church.

I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  th a t  the most d e t a i le d  r e fe r e n c e s  1  C o r .11 

an  ̂ 1 Cor.153 are d i r e c t l y  bound up w ith  the f a i t h  and worship o f  

fche Church; in  the one case  b e in g  a n a r r a tiv e  o f  the R e s u r r e c t i o n  

aPpearances which f a l l  in to  the supernatural ca tego ry , and i n  th e

other a b a s i s  f o r  t h e  E u e h a r i s t i c  r i t e .  This l a t t e r ,  w h ich  d o es



f a l l  w i t h i n  th e  e a r t h l y  m i n i s t r y  i s  o b v i o u s l y  n o t  r e l a t e d  w i t h  

r e f e r e n c e  t o  h i s t o r y  so  much a s  to  p r e s e n t  p r a c t i c e s ,  and t o  sa y  

th is  is  n o t  t o  d e n y  i t s  b a s i s  i n  f a c t  b u t  t o  p o in t  to  t h e  c e n t r e  

of  i n t e r e s t  w h ic h  l i e s  n o t  i n  i t s  s h e d d in g  any l i g h t  upon th e  

l i f e  o f  C h r i s t  b u t  as b e i n g  a g u a r a n te e  f o r  th e  o b s e r v a n c e  o f  

the E u c h a r i s t .

Less  d e t a i l e d  are  t h e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  th e  d e a t h  o f  J e s u s  and

His r i s i n g  a g a in :  i n  m ost c a s e s  t h e y  a re  m en t io n ed  i n  a d o g m a tic

co n tex t  (1  C o r . I 1 7 * 2 3  2 2  8 1 1  1 5 14 ; 2 C o r .4 1 0  4 1 4  5 1 4 ' 1 5 ; R om .I4  

424 5 6 . 8 . 1 0  6 o . 4 . 5 . 6 . 9 . 1 0  y4 q 1 1 .3 2 .3 4  1 ( 7 . 9 .  1 4 9 *1 s . G a l . l 1  2 2 0

3 1 .1 3  61 4 .  E p h . l 7 , 2 0  21 6 ; E h i l . 2 6  3 1 0 ; C o l . I 2 0  )

Here i t  i s  o b v io u s  t h a t  th e  abundance o f  a l l u s i o n s  to  th e

death and r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  J e s u s  are n o t  c o n d i t io n e d  by  I n t e r e s t  in

them as e v e n t s  c o n c e r n in g  J e s u s  b u t as  e v e n t s  c o n c e r n in g  th e

s a lv a t io n  o f  th e  w o r ld .  R edem ption has b een  o b t a in e d  by th e  d y in g

and r i s i n g  o f  C h r i s t  (Rom.42 5 ): t h e  new age has b egun  w hich  is; to

be com pleted i n  th e  a p p earan ce  o f  th e  Lord H im s e l f ,  t h e r e f o r e ,

and o n ly  as t h e  a c t  w h ic h  h e r a ld s  t h i s  f r e s h  b e g in n in g ,  i s  th e

death o f  C h r is t  an o b j e c t  o f  i n t e r e s t .

How t r u e  t h i s  i s  can be o b se rv e d  from th e  c o l o u r l e s s  n a t u r e

the words u s e d :  m o s t ly  atir©B v y r t c z i K /  and 05

Cor.8 1 1  1 5 3 . 2 C o r .5 1 ' :̂ Rom. r e p e a t e d l y  i n  5 , 6 , 7 , 8 , 1 4 ;  G a l .2 2 1 ;

^ i l . 2 ^  C o l . l ^ :  1 T h e s .4 ^ 4  5 ^ ) .  D eath  on th e  Cross s p e c i f i -

call y  i s  m en tio n ed  bu t se ld om  (1 C o r . l i 2 ;  2 C o r .IS 4 ; G a l .3 1 5 11  6 1 4 ;

^Ph.2 l 6 . g o l . l ^ ^ )  bu t t h e s e  a r e  b a la n c e d  by th e  o c c a s i o n s

Vr-cre C ru c if ix io n  i s  used o f  the in n er  experien ce  o f  the a p o s t le  
(Koa. 6 6 . _ o 2 0



L ik e w is e  th e  P a u l in e  u se  o f  and T

i s  n o n - b i o g r a p h i c a l  h u t  r e f e r s  to  th e  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  o f  th e
"1 7 10 R /

b e l i e v e r  (Rom. 8  ; P h i l . 3 ; 2 C o r . l  ), Where t h e  (TTiyjuaTa a r e

s p e c i f i e d  i t  may h e  n o t e d  t h a t  th e  same th o u g h t  l i e s  b eh in d  i t  

(G a l .6 1 7 ) .

I I n  one or tw o i n s t a n c e s  t h e r e  a p p ea rs  to  b e  a more e x t e n s i v e

I use made o f  th e  d e a t h  o f  C h r is t  b u t  i t  can n ot b e  s a id  e i t h e r  t h a t  th e

t h e o l o g i c a l  i n t e r e s t  i s  a b s e n t  or t h a t  th e y  amount t o  a n y t h in g

approaching n a r r a t i v e :  1 C o r .2^ They w ould n o t  have c r u c i f i e d  th e  

} i lo r d  o f  G lory ;  2 C o r .1 3 4 Though He was c r u c i f i e d  th r o u g h  w e a k n e ss ;

-i Rom.4 ^ 5  was d e l i v e r e d  f o r  our o f f e n c e s  ( c f  . I s a . 5 3 ^ ) ;  Rom.8 ®^

He th a t  s p a r e d  n o t  H is  own Son but d e l i v e r e d  Him up f o r  us a l l  

j ( c f . I s a . 5 3 ) ;  G a l .3 -**3  where th e  f a c t  o f  th e  C ross s u b s e r v e s  a 

j v in d ic a t io n  o f  C h r i s t ' s  d e a th  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  Old T estam en t la w ;

and 1 T h e s .2 ^ 5  The Jews who k i l l e d  th e  Lord J e s u s .

The s u f f e r i n g s , . ,  th e .  d e a t h ,  and r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  J e s u s  

th e r e fo r e  a r e  n o t  r e g a r d e d  by Paul as w orth  n a r r a t i n g  f o r  t h e i r  

own s a k e s ,  a 3 s h e d d in g  l i g h t  on th e  r e s t  o f  th e  work o f  J e s u s  on 

ear th ,  as b e in g  in  harmony w i t h  H is l i f e ,  as  b e in g  t h e  c u lm in a t io n  

a l i f e  o f  s a c r i f i c e .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e r e  i s  no t r a c e  w h at

ever t h a t  he was c o n s c io u s  o f  i t  i n  t h a t  l i g h t  a t  a l l .  I t  was a 

fac t ,  a h i s t o r i c a l  o c c u r r e n c e ,  o f  supreme i n t e r e s t  and v a l u e ,  

hot w ith  r e f e r e n c e  t o  J e s u s  b u t f o r  th e  s a v in g  o f  m ankind. Of them  

as in c id e n t s  in  th e  l i f e  o f  J e s u s  he ta k e s  no c o g n is a n c e :  t h e y  a re  

of cosmic r a t h e r  th a n  o f  p e r s o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .

J e s u s '  own a t t i t u d e  and p u rp o se  w h ich  seem t o  be l i g h t l y  

fetched on i n  Rom.153 " fo r  in d e e d  C h r is t  d id  n o t  s e e k  H is own



p le a s u r e ” i . e .  i n  H is  d e a t h ,  w ould be more c o n v in c in g  i f  i t  w ere  

not u se d  t o  e x e m p l i f y  an  Old T estam ent q u o t a t i o n .  The o t h e r  

r e f e r e n c e  P h i l  2 8  "He hum bled H im s e l f  and became o b e d ie n t  u n to  

death  " i s  o c c a s i o n e d  by th e  a d m o n it io n s  i n  the c o n t e x t  2 and 

i s  o f  i t s e l f  a c o m p l e t e l y  a b s t r a c t  c o n c e p t io n  (v .S o d e n  1 1 6 ) .

The r e m a in in g ,  a l l u s i o n s  t o  t h e . l i f e  o f  J e s u s  are s c a n t y .

A few c o n c e r n  H is  b i r t h :  2  C o r .8  ̂ "The Lord J e 3 us C h r is t  th o u g h  

He was r i c h  y e t  f o r  yo u r  sa k e s  became poor"; 2  C o r .8  ̂ "God s e n d in g  

His own Son i n  t h e  l i k e n e s s  o f  s i n f u l  f l e s h " ;  G a l .4^ "God s e n t  

fo r th  His Son made o f  a woman"; P h i l . 2  "Was made i n  th e  l i k e n e s s  

o f men". Here c l e a r l y  th e  em p h asis  i s  on th e  e n tr a n c e  i n t o  human 

l i f e  o f  th e  K u r io s  C h r i s t o s :  i t  was e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  as  by man came 

s in ,  so by man a l s o  s h o u ld  come th e  d e l i v e r a n c e  from s i n .  The 

B irth  i s  t h e r e f o r e  a p o s t u l a t e  o f  th e  e t e r n a l  C h r i s t  n o t  o f  th e  

H is to r ic  J e s u s ,  th e  hu m anity  i s  an  empty fo r m u la ,  n o t  th e  r i c h n e s s  

° f  p e r s o n a l i t y .

A few  s c a t t e r e d  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  H is  e x i s t e n c e  on e a r t h  b e a r

th is  out t o  t h e  f u l l :  Rom .I3  J e s u s  C h r i s t  Our Lord w hich was made
15

°f the s e e d  o f  D a v id  a c c o r d in g  t o  th e  f l e s h ;  5 th e  g i f t  by  g r a c e

which i s  by one  man J e s u s  C h r is t ;  9 °  I s r a e l i t e s  o f  whom as

concerning th e  f l e s h  C h r i s t  came: 15^ J e s u s  C h r i s t  was a m i n i s t e r  

°f  the C ir c u m c is io n  f o r  th e  t r u t h  o f  God. Here Old T estam en t  

Prophecy and th e  c o n t r o v e r s y  w i th  Ju d a ism  a r e  th e  p r e v a i l i n g  

130- i v e s ,  n ot an a t t e m p t  t o  p r o v id e  h i s t o r i c  a n n o t a t i o n .

Did Paul n o t  th en  make u se  o f  t h e  e a r t h l y  l i f e  o f  J e s u s  

as an exam ple fo r  h i s  c o n v e r t s ?  That i s  t o  sa y  t h a t  even a d m i t t in g  

^He i n c i d e n t s  o f  th e  G a l i l e a n  m i n i s t r y  sh o u ld  be p a s s e d  o v e r



in  s i l e n c e ,  i s  t h e r e  no t r a c e  o f  th e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  J e s u s  b e in g  

held up as a p a t t e r n  f o r  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  t o  co p y ? . 2  C o r .5 2 1  " fo r  

He h ath  made Him t o  be s i n  f o r  us who knew no s in "  i s  so  much 

part and p a r c e l  o f  a d o g m a t ic  M e s s ia n ic  C h r is t  t h a t  i t  can h a r d ly  

be regarded as p e r t a i n i n g  t o  th e  h i s t o r i c  J e s u s .  2  C o r .10*  ̂ " th e  

meekness and g e n t l e n e s s  o f  C h r is t"  i s  as l i t t l e  a h i s t o r i c a l  t r a i t  

as Rom. 15® (F or  e v e n  C h r i s t  p l e a s e d  not H im s e l f )  and r e f e r s  no 

doubt to  t h e  same i d e a .  Where i n  C o l . 3̂ -® he exhorts th em  to  be 

forgiving he  d o e s  n o t  c i t e  t h e  exam ple o f  J e s u s  f o r g i v i n g  H is en em ies  

nor does h e  so  much as m en t io n  J e su s*  t e a c h i n g  on th e  s u b j e c t ,  b u t  

in troduces t h e  d o g m a t ic  m o t iv e  o f  C h r is t * s  f o r g i v e n e s s  o f  t h e i r  

sins (th ro u g h  H is d e a t h ) .  I n s te a d  o f  a d d u c in g  su ch  exam ples  from
n  *

as we m ig h t  e x p e c t ,  Paul f a l l s  back  on th e  e n tr a n c e  i n t o  

the w orld , th e  d e a t h ,  and th e  l i f e  i n  g l o r y  o f  X^t<Tros .

The r e s u l t  o f  th e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  t h e r e f o r e  t h i s :  t h a t  th e

death and r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  J e s u s  are  in t r o d u c e d  in  a l l  c a s e s  as a 

^© n atic  m o t iv e :  t h a t  a p a r t  from t h a t  o n ly  th e  in c a r n a t i o n  i n  th e

doctr inal s e n s e  f i n d s  a p l a c e ,  t o g e t h e r  w ith  a few  r e f e r e n c e s

aPparently b i o g r a p h i c a l  but a c t u a l l y  a p o l o g e t i c .

I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  D e l 3 smannf s c o n t e n t i o n  i s  j u s t i f i e d  t h a t  

Christos f o r  P au l means t h e  co sm ic  C h r i s t ,  th e  K u r io s ,  and

Uilat where th e  name J e s u s  i n  in t r o d u c e d  i t  i s  n o t  i n  our s e n s e  o f

c° n t r a - d i s t i n c t i o n  t o  C h r i s t ,  but i s  s y n o n y m o u s .  Paul h a s  u n i f i e d
hi

3 d o c tr in e  t o  em brace t h e  e a r t h l y  J e s u s  under th e  c o n c e p t io n  o f

C hrist:  th e  s u b s t a n c e  o f  h i s  f a i t h  i s  n o t  th e  G a l i l e a n  m i n i s t r y  

but f h
e V e r n a l  p u rp o se  o f  God,



For him  t h a t  m i n i s t r y  was o n ly  o f  im p o r ta n c e  i n  t h a t  i n  i t  

the C h r is t  became man, was o b e d ie n t  u n to  d e a t h  and r o s e  a g a i n ,  

resuming t h e  s t a t u s  He had e n jo y e d  s i n c e  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  t i m e .

The hum anity  o f  J e s u s  was e s s e n t i a l  f o r  P a u l ’ s t h e o l o g y ,  bu t th e  

d e t a i l s  o f  t h a t  human l i f e  w ere o f  no co n seq u e n c e  i n  th e  l i g h t  o f  

the m a je s ty  and g l o r y  o f  th e  r i s e n  S a v io u r  and th e  p rom ise  o f  H is  

speedy r e t u r n .

I t  h a s  b een  s u g g e s t e d  by F a sc h e r  t h a t  th e  r e a s o n  f o r  P a u l f s 

f a i lu r e  t o  g i v e  any a c c o u n t  o f  th e  l i f e  o f  J e s u s  i s  t h a t  he had  

already g iv e n  t h a t  I n f o r m a t io n  i n  h i s  p r e v io u s  m e e t in g s  w ith  th e  

converts c o n c e r n e d .  The o n ly  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  a s su m p tio n  

would appear t o  be G a l . 3 " f o o l i s h  G a la t ia n s  . . . .  b e f o r e  v/hose v e r y  

eyes was p o r tr a y e d  J e s i i s  C h r is t  c r u c i f i e d "  w hich  in d e e d  may be  

nothing more th a n  t h e  g o s p e l  o f  th e  c r u c i f i e d  C h r is t  a 3 r e t o l d  i n  

the e p i s t l e s ,  or  2  T h e s .2 ^  "remember y e  n o t  t h a t  when I  was y e t  

with you I t o l d  you t h e s e  t h in g s "  where t h e  r e f e r e n c e  i s  how ever  

t°  the e x p e c t a t i o n  o f  t h e  P a r o u s ia .  Apart from t h a t  i t  would be 

strange i f  t h e r e  had b een  any form er t e a c h i n g  t h a t  no e c h o e s  sh o u ld  

find t h e i r  way i n t o  th e  l e t t e r s ,  no r e f e r e n c e ,  no r e p e t i t i o n ,  no

illustration.

The p s y c h o l o g i c a l  as w e l l  as t h e  t e x t u a l  argum ent m igh t
Wsl 1 T~

he u sed  i n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n .  P a u l ’ s c o n v e r s io n  to o k  p l a c e  a t  

nQ ^Qginning o f  h i s  m i n i s t r y :  w h a te v e r  know ledge he had p r e v i o u s l y  

°he J esu s  h i s t o r y  became th er e u p o n  tra n sm u ted  i n t o  t h e  l i g h t  

6 C h r is t  o f  f a i t h .  H is th o u g h t  p la y e d  upon t h i s  f a c t  i n  th e  

 ̂ ^iod o f  r e t r e a t  and t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  became dimmer and 

ep Urvfcil th e  o n l y  t r a c e  o f  i t  rem ain ed  i n  t h e  b a re  a s s e r t i o n s  o f



humanity and d e a t h .

S u r e ly  we c a n n o t  argue w i t h . in ie r s o n  S c o t t  (p .  1 3 )  "The f a c t  

of Our L o rd ’ s h u m a n ity  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  f o r  th e  a p o s t l e ’ s 

theory o f  r e d e m p t io n .  I t  p r o v id e s  th e  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  

Redeemer w i t h  th e  r a c e  He w ould  redeem , i n  a l l  human e x p e r i e n c e  

save the  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  h a v in g  s in n e d .  I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  w h o l ly  

a m istake to  r e p r e s e n t  th e  em p h a s is  w h ich  Paul puts upon th e  r i s e n  

Christ as  e x c l u d i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  or know ledge o f  th e  h i s t o r i c a l

Jesus; th e  H e a v en ly  Man, th e  L i f e - g i v i n g  S p i r i t  had no m eaning

for him e x c e p t  f o r  H is  b e in g  t h e  same as  The Man C h r is t  J e s u s ."

This c o n fu se s  two e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  t h o u g h t s .  In  th e  f i r s t  c a s e  

the im p ortance  o f  th e  f a c t  o f  th e  hum anity  o f  J e s u s  f o r  P a u l ’ s 

theology and i n  t h e  s e c o n d ,  t h e  p la c e  o f  th e  c o n t e n t  o f  t h a t  

humanity i n  h i s  fram ew ork .

D e issm a n n ’ s r e p l y  t o  t h a t  w ould  be: "To Paul C h r is t  i s  n ot

a great h i s t o r i c  f i g u r e  b u t  a r e a l i t y  and power o f  th e  p r e s e n t ,  an

energy whose l i f e - g i v i n g  power i s  d a i l y  made p e r f e c t  i n  him" (1 8 8 - 1 8 9 )  

hsissmann’ s c o m p le t e ly  s p i r i t u a l i s e d  c o n c e p t io n  o f  the  P a u l in e  

theology i >e# as  op p osed  t o  t r a n s a c t i o n a l  r ed em p tio n ,  d oes  n o t  

Prevent h i s  em p h asis  f a l l i n g  on th e  s i d e  o f  t h o s e  w ith  whom he 

7°uld o th e r w is e  d i s a g r e e  .

Von 3oden h a s  p r o b a b ly  e x p r e s s e d  th e  p o s i t i o n  as w e l l  as
it

maY b e * ” o n ly  th e n  w i l l  Paul be c o m p le t e ly  u n d e r s to o d  in  h i s  
WllO Ip . . .p o s i t i o n  as w e l l  as in  h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  u t t e r a n c e s ,  when we
have 1 •-earned t o  t h in k  with him. a lw a y s  o f  th e  g l o r i f i e d  Lord, where
hS rl

es not e x p r e s s l y  g la n c e  f o r  an i n s t a n t  a t  H is  e a r t h l y  ap p earan ce
0 03U3 f f ( p . 1 1 8 )_



I t  may b e  h e r e  n o te d  how i n f r e q u e n t l y  th e  name o f  J e s u s  

alone i s  q u o t e d .  In  C o l .  i t  d o es  n o t  o c cu r  a t  a l l :  i n  G a l . ,  P h i l .

1 Cor. o n ly  o n c e ;  i n  1 Thes . t w i c e :  i n  Rom. t h r e e  t im e s :  i n  2  Cor. 

tw ice .  The fo r m u la  " th e  Lord J e s u s  C h r i s t ” o c c u r s  i n  t h e  u n d is p u te d  

e p i s t l e s  s e v e n t y - t h r e e  t im e s :" T h e  Lord J e s u s "  a lo n e  a l i t t l e  o v e r  

a dozen t im e s :  <{KurIos" a l o n e ,  w here  th e  r e f e r e n c e  i s  t o  C h r i s t ,  

is  found ab ou t one hu ndred  a n d  t h i r t y  t im e s ," C h r i s t "  a l o n e ,  one  

hundred and e i g h t y  ( S o m e r v i l l e  p . 1 0 ) .

When we come t o  exam ine th e  d ep en d en ce  o f  Paul upon s a y in g s  

of J e su s  much t h e  same p i c t u r e  p r e s e n t s  i t s e l f .  W hile he r e p e a t e d l y  

quotes th e  Old T es ta m en t ( i n  Gal., t e n  t i m e s ,  and in  Rom. f i f t y )  i t  

i s  a v e ry  r a r e  o c c a s i o n  on w h ic h  he c i t e 3 a c t u a l  words o f  J e s u s .

It is  u n d e n ia b le  t h a t  much o f  h i s  e t h i c a l  t e a c h i n g  i s  i n  agreem en t  

with the g o s p e l s  a l t h o u g h  p erh ap s  n o t  enough to  w arran t t h e  ju d g e 

ment o f  P a r e t  t h a t  "he was c o n s c io u s  t h a t  he was i n  p e r f e c t  harmony 

with the mind o f  C h r i s t  so t h a t  h e  d id  n o t  n eed  su p p o r t  or p r o o f  

from i n d i v i d u a l  q u o t a t i o n s " .  Nowadays, i t  i s  r e c o g n i s e d  t h a t  th e  

d ifferen ce  in  t e r m in o lo g y  and th o u g h t  b etw een  th e  g o s p e l s  and 

QP is t le s  i s  n o t  so  l i g h t l y  t o  be brushed  a s i d e .  There i s  agreem ent  

combined w ith  d i f f e r e n c e  and t h e  e x p la n a t io n  l i e s  d ee p e r  th an  t h e

c°niplacency of Paul.
rPhe q u e s t i o n  i s  n o t  so much, how f a r  d oes  P a u l ' s  m oral  

eaching compare w i t h  th e  g o s p e l s ?  a s ,  how f a r  d oes  Paul show 

lms0l f  c° n s c i o u s l y  d e p en d en t  upon s a y in g s  o f  J e s u s ?  There i s
tiity i

-at m ight p a s s  f o r  e v a n g e l i c a l  i n f l u e n c e  i n  h i s  work ( e . g .
1 Co ^  -p

iivery man s h a l l  r e c e i v e  h i s  own reward a c c o r d in g  t o  h i s
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own labour; 1 The s .  4 8  Pie t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  d e s p i s e t h  d e s p i s e t h  n o t

man but God who h a t h  a l s o  g i v e n  u n to  us H is  H oly  S p i r i t  (Luke 10-*-8 );  
14

Rom.12 B le s s  them w h ic h  p e r s e c u t e  y o u ,  b l e s s  and c u r s e  n o t ;

Rom.14.^° Why d o s t  th o u  ju d g e  t h y  • b r o t h e r ? )  bu t where no d i r e c t  

acknowledgment i s  made i t  i s  i m p o s s ib l e  t o  s a y  w h e th er  Paul u s e d  

current t r a d i t i o n s  o f  J e s u s ’ w o r d s ,  m is q u o te d  from memory, o r  s im p ly  

employed moral p r e c e p t s  w h ic h  were in  c i r c u l a t i o n  a t  th e  t im e  and n o t  

necessarily  d e p en d en t  on J e s u s  a t  a l l .

Those c a s e s  w here he c i t e s  th e  a c t u a l  words o f  J e s u s  p r e s e n t  

an in t e r e s t in g  p r o b le m . 1  C o r .7 ^  ^  U nto  th e  m a r r ied  I  command 

yet not X but th e  L ord . L et  n o t  t h e  w i f e  d e p a r t  from  h e r  husband . . .  

but to the r e s t  sp e a k  I ,  n o t  th e  L ord . 1 C o r .9 -1-4  Even so h a t h  th e  

kord ordained t h a t  t h e y  w h ich  p r e a c h  t h e  g o s p e l  s h o u ld  l i v e  o f  th e  

gospel. i  C o r . I I 2 3  por I  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  o f  th e  Lord t h a t  w h ich  a l s o  

d e l i v e r e d  un to  you  ( I n s t i t u t i o n  o f  L o rd ’ s S u p p e r ) .  1 T h e s .4 1 5  For
fir!

s we 3ay u n to  you by th e  word o f  th e  Lord t h a t  we w h ich  a r e  a l i v e  

remain unto  th e  com ing  o f  th e  Lord s h a l l  n o t  p r e v e n t  them w h ich  

are asleep . G a l . 6 2  B ear ye  one a n o t h e r ’ s b u rd en s  and so f u l f i l  th e  

la'5 °f C hrist ( c f . 5 1 4 ) .

In the  f i r s t  p l a c e  th e  s u g g e s t i o n  may be  d i s m i s s e d  t h a t  t h e

P l e d g e  i s h ere  r e v e l a t i o n a l ; 1 CJor.71 0  i s  a s u f f i c i e n t  r e f u t a t i o n

this. s e c o n £ p l a c e  th e  f a c t  t h a t  o n l y  i n  one o f  t h e s e

Nations

PeciPients

N a t i o n s  ( i  c o r . l l 2 3  ) i s  a p r e v io u s  k n ow led ge  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e

assum ed, and t h a t  i n  a c a s e  where r i t u a l  w ould  make i t
V Q y  1 *1**

F j l e a d s  t o  th e  q u e s t i o n  w h eth er  su ch  s a y i n g s ,  a s  a u t h o r i 
s e  WOrfn

0 l  J e s u s ,  w o u ld  be i n  f a c t  known t o  h i s  r e a d e r s .  Then
^ l y  i t - •

9 i s  rem a rk a b le  t h a t  t h e s e  are  n o t  g r e a t  p rob lem s o f  v i t a l
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importance w h ic h  a r e  t o  he s e t t l e d  by a d d u c in g  words o f  J e s u s .

On the c o n tr a r y  t h e y  d e a l  l a r g e l y  w i t h  t r i v i a l  m a t te r s  o f  d i s c i p l i n e  

and o r g a n i s a t io n ,  w h i l e  on th e  o t h e r  hand w here  th e  q u e s t i o n  o f
 ̂ 1Q i

holy days i s  r a i s e d  (Rom.14" ; G a l .4 ; C o l .2  ) t h e  a t t i t u d e  or

words o f  J e su s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  S a b b a th  O b serv a n ce  a re  n e v e r  m e n t io n e d .

F i n a l l y  t h e r e  i s  no d i r e c t  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o f  t e x t  b e tw een

Paul and th e  g o s p e l s  ( o f  .1  C o r .7 1 0  and Mark 1 0 9 *1 1 ; l  C o r .9 1 4  and

Luke 10^; 1 C o r . l l ^ 3 , 2 5  and Mark 1 4 2 2 *2 5 ) arid o f  one s a y in g  (1 T h e s .  
a15\
4 ) th ere  i s  no t r a c e  w h a te v e r  i n  t h e  g o s p e l s .

This a p p a re n t  freed o m  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  a p p ea ra n ce  o f  t h e

last-named m ight be a c c o u n te d  f o r  by v a r i a n t  t r a d i t i o n s  i n  t h e

possession o f  t h e  a p o s t l e .  But t h e  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  a t t e n t i o n

Paid to th e  Old T es ta m en t  as an a u t h o r i t a t i v e  w r i t i n g  -  in  f a c t  
c

-  com pared w i t h  th e  meagre r e f e r e n c e  t o  words o f  J e ~

susis s i g n i f i c a n t .  T here i s  o b v i o u s l y  n o t  y e t  th e  same v a lu e

Placed on s a y in g s  o f  J e s u s  as  on Old T es ta m en t p r o p h ec y  and wisdom .

^ ere t h e y  are  q u o te d  t h e y  h a v e  a b s o l u t e  a u t h o r i t y  b u t t h e y  a re  

^°ted seldom.

a l l  p r a c t i c a l  p u r p o se s  th e  p r i n c i p l e  h o ld s  h e r e  w h ich  

n the n a r r a t io n  o f  th e  l i f e :  P a u l assum es t h a t  t v  a
yrtit i

Kn°w what i s  r i g h t  and p ro p er  w ith o u t  any d e f i n i t e  words

M o n i t io n  or  e x h o r t a t io n .  The h i s t o r i c  J e s u s  h a s  n o t  s o  much

 ̂ y th e  C h r i s t i a n s  as  t h e  r i s e n  C h r is t :  "be tr a n s fo r m e d  by

^hewing o f  y o u r  mind t h a t  you may d i s c o v e r  what i s  t h a t  good

accQptable and p e r f e c t  w i l l  o f  God"Rom.1 2 2  . He can t h e r e f o r e  
§lvg them
* m commandments h i m s e l f  i n  th e  name o f  th e  Lord J e s u s  (1  T h e s .

^hich ^
0al  wi t h  q u e s t i o n s  not to u c h e d  on by J e s u s  ( c f . a l s o  1 T h es .



517) . The p r e a c h in g  a b o u t  J e s u s  and t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  J e s u s  become 

in term in gled . W hile  t h a t  was s o ,  h e  assum ed th r o u g h o u t  t h a t  th e  

Old Testam ent m o r a l i t y  h e l d :  th e  m ost v i t a l  e t h i c a l  p rob lem s a r e  

based on Old T es ta m en t  t e a c h i n g  r a t h e r  th an  on J e s u s  -  a d u l t e r y ,  

murder, t h e f t ,  c o v e t o u s n e s s ,  i d o l a t r y .  The c o n f l i c t  b e tw een  J e s u s  

and the J e w ish  la w  d o e s  n o t  seem  t o  h a v e  b een  a p p a re n t  t o  h im .

But g r a n t i n g  t h a t  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s  o f  th e  

law which he r e g a r d e d  a c c o r d in g  t o  Rom.22^ "as th e  embodiment o f  

knowledge and t r u t h " , t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a s e n s e  o f  what was " f i t t i n g  " 

(Rom.l2^) op "becom ing" ( C o l . 3^ ® ), h i s  em p h a s is  th ro u g h o u t  i s  t h a t  

without th e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  C h r i s t  a l l  p r e c e p t s  a r e  v a l u e l e s s .  Thus 

the n ett  r e s u l t  i s  t h a t  where s a y in g s  o f  J e s u s  a r e  q u o ted  t h e y  a r e  

treated w ith  fr e ed o m , and one m ig h t  a lm o s t  sa y  o n ly  in t r o d u c e d  where  

the Old Testam ent f a i l s  t o  g iv e  g u id a n c e .  They a r e  a lw ays  s u b s i d i a r y  

the C h r i s t i a n s ’ communion w i t h  t h e  e x a l t e d  Lord. Once a g a in ,  

therefore th e  h i s t o r i c  J e s u s  g i v e s  p l a c e  to  t h e  C h r i s t  o f  f a i t h .

; ^  ^0r P arab les  t h e y  s im p ly  do n o t  o c c u r .

As has been  a l r e a d y  s u g g e s t e d  t h e r e  was even  more b e h in d  

3 n e g le c t  o f  words or  d e e d s  o f  J e s u s  th a n  m e r e ly  an e x p e r i e n c e
Of fji. ,

r i s e n  C h r i s t .  For i f  h i s  i n t e r e s t s  w ere  s o l e l y  c e n t r e d  upon

that ii*AC could be w e l l  a rg u ed  t h a t  n e g l e c t  amounted t o  i n d i f f e r e n c e

 ̂ d i f f e r e n t  P au l c o u ld  n o t  by n a tu r e  b e .  I f  he makes no r e f e r 
ees .

in c id e n t s  or s a y in g s  from t h e  G a l i l e a n  m i n i s t r y  i t  i s  n o t
Wq hniro seen  b e c a u s e  h e  was n o t ,  a t  a l l  e v e n t s  a t  some t im e  i n

j -his
aware o f  them : n o r  i s  i t  b e c a u s e  h e  s u b s t i t u t e d  so m e th in g

r°* them
* a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  id e a s  from th e  m y ste ry  r e l i g i o n s ,  f o r



example; i t  was n e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  but r a t h e r  a change  o f  e m p h a s is ,  

a d iv e r t in g  o f  t h e  a x i s  t o  a n o t h e r  p o s i t i o n .

That new p o s i t i o n  as  h as  been s e e n  was h i s  c o n v e r s io n  e x p e r i 

ence £V t o  s a y  w i t h  D eissm an n  t h a t  t h e n c e f o r t h  t h e o l o g y

disappeared i n t o  m y s t i c i s m  i s  t o  e x a g g e r a t e  u n d u ly  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  

that e x p e r ie n c e .  I t  m igh t ch an ge  h i s  o u t l o o k ,  m ig h t g i v e  him a 

new point o f  v ie w  from  w h ic h  t o  ju d ge  a l l  o t h e r  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  but  

it could not e r a d i c a t e  t h e  m en ta l  b a ck grou n d . There s t i l l  rem ain ed  

the d i a l e c t i c  o f  t h e  t h e o l o g i a n  : r e d e m p t io n ,  j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  and 

salvation w ere s t i l l  c o n c e p t s  b a sed  on o b j e c t i v e  h a p p e n in g s ,  n o t  

expressions f o r  t h e  one  g r e a t  m y s t i c  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  C h r i s t .

True they w ere  e x p e r i e n c e d ,  b u t t h e y  had t h e i r  b a s i s  in  h i s t o r y .

That i s  t o  sa y  t h a t  P a u l ’ s t h e o l o g y  was n o t  e n t i r e l y  o t h e r 

worldly; th e  d i v i n e  im p in g e d  upon th e  human, God in t e r v e n e d  i n  man’ s 

affa irs .  The l i f e  i n  C h r i s t  w q s  n o t  c o n c e iv e d  o f  a s  a N ir v a n a h .

was a v i t a l  p e r s o n a l  power whose work among men d id  not  

°ease when ffe was made man f o r  t h e i r  s a l v a t i o n ,  n or  when He d ie d
&Ucl

rose a g a in :  n o r  y e t  when He was e v e r  p r e s e n t  w i t h  H is f a i t h f u l  

S e v e r s .  He was much more th a n  a l l  t h a t  t h e  C h r is t  who was in  

distant t im e com ing  to  ju d ge  t h e  w o r ld  and c o m p le te  th e  work  

^  had begun.

lo s u s  f o r  Paul was one w i t h  C h r i s t :  t h e  C h r i s t  who was from

^ g in n in g  and who w o u ld  be u n t i l  t h e  en d . Of H is  p r e e x i s t e n c e  
nothin

S need be s a i d  e x c e p t  t h a t  He had l e f t  H is  h ig h  e s t a t e  and

ftan: o f  His l i f e  among men i t  was enough t h a t  He had b e e n  
Of »

°man, endu red  t h e  c r o s s  o f  h u m i l i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  s i n s  o f



mankind: but v i t a l  f o r  men and  women who w ere  s e e k i n g  t h e  t r u t h  

was t h i s ,  t h a t  h e r e  and now t h e y  c o u ld  l i v e  i n  C h r is t  and would  

by the grace  o f  God s e e  Him f a c e  t o  f a c e .  The C h r is t  t o  come a n d ,  

as a p ledge  o f  t h a t ,  t h e  C h r i s t  i n  e x p e r i e n c e :  t h e r e  was t h e  e m p h a s is ,  

there was th e  r e a l i t y .  The g o s p e l  o f  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  th e  w o r ld  

could not be c o n t e n t  w i t h  an unknown p r e e x i s t e n c e ,  o r  an  u n r e c o g 

nised m in i s t r y  i n  t h e  byways o f  J u d ea ;  t h e  s o a r i n g  t h o u g h t s  o f  

the a p o s t le  ■ b u s i e d  t h e m s e lv e s  w i t h  f a i t h  and hope r a t h e r  th a n  w i t h  

remembrance, w i t h  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  s a l v a t i o n  r a th e r  th a n  w i t h  t h e  

history o f  a m i s s i o n .  P a u l ' s  l i n e  v/as drawn th r o u g h  t h e  C r u c i f i x i o n ,  

what went b e f o r e  was p a s t ;  f o r  t h e  w o r ld  h i s t o r y  began  on E a s t e r  

Sunday and t h e  t a l e  would be c o m p le te  b e f o r e  many o f  them w ere  

Prepared. Then w ould  b e g in  th e  M e s s ia n ic  r e ig n :  J e s u s  C h r i s t  t h e  

L°rd, the K in g .

How c o u ld  t h e  G a l i l e a n  m i n i s t r y  f a i l  t o  d w in d le  i n t o  i n s i g -  

nificance b e s id e  s u c h  a c o n c e p t io n  o f  com ing g l o r y ?  Then l e t  

history be r e c o r d e d ,  t h e n  l e t  men d w e l l  upon t h e  wonder and m a j e s ty  

f the rUpe C h r i s t ,  but s u r e l y  n o t  upon t h e  p r o s a i c  h a p p e n in g s  

y the Jordan and t h e  L a k e . What were t h e  e a r t h l y  b a p t i s m ,  t h e

3 > th e  j o u r n e y i n g s ,  t h e  w hole  h i s t o r y  u n t i l  th e  C r o ss ,

Pa**ed w ith  t h e  wonder t h a t  was y e t  t o  be?

How g r e a t  a p a r t  t h i s  e s c h a t a i o g i c a l  hope p la y e d  i n  th e
Qai ŷ p-,

breh and e s p e c i a l l y  i n  P au l had b een  r e c o g n i s e d  l a r g e l y  
trough • .

116 i n i t i a l  work o f  R .K a b it s c h :  E s c h a t o l o g i e  d es  Pa u lu s  1 8 9 3 .
^ is not -t-u&ne p u rp o se  h e r e  t o  exam ine t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  P a u l ' s  e s c h a t a -  
lo§ical b en  op° j - ie i  so  much as t o  a s s e s s  t h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  t h a t  b e l i e f  
rop his a t H ,  ,

c i tu d e  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c  J e s u s .  Our a t t e n t i o n  w i l l  t h e r e f o r e



be concentrated on the question whether there is  evidence for

maintaining t h a t  P a u l lo o k e d  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  f o r  C h r is t  r a t h e r

than to  t h e  p a s t ,  t h a t  h i s  e y e s  were upon t h e  com ing of t h e  Saviour,

rather th an  turned w i s t f u l l y  and l o v i n g l y  upon t h e  y e a r s  t h a t  l a y

behind.

We are aware th r o u g h  t h e  work o f  C h a r le s  o f  t h e  trem en dou s  

apocalyptic e x p e c t a t i o n  t h a t  s a t u r a t e d  t h e  l a t e r  J u d a ism . W ith in  

the two c e n t u r i e s  p r e c e d in g  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  e r a ,  an a g e  o f  c r i s e s  

where the  m i s e r i e s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  w o r ld  seem ed t o  f i n d  t h e i r  o n ly  

palliative in  c a t a s t r o p h i c  t e r m i n a t i o n ,  i t  i s  s a f e  t o  sa y  t h a t  

popular r e l i g i o n  c o n c e r n e d  i t s e l f  more w i t h  h o p es  and f e a r s  o f  

this kind th a n  w i t h  t h e  m o r a l i t y  o f  th e  Church ( c f .  D ewick p . 5 5 ) .

The R abbis w ere  h o s t i l e  t o  t h i s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  but t h e y

could not th e m s e lv e s  a v o id  s u b s c r i p t i o n  t o  t h e  M e s s ia n ic  id e a s  o f  
the Prophets: s u c h  e x p e c t a t i o n s  were common to  a l l .  The D e l i v e r e r  

 ̂ I srael was w a i t e d  upon by g e n t l e  and s im p le  a t  t im e s  w i t h  more 

times w ith  l e s s  e a g e r n e s s  and a n t i c i p a t i o n .  In t h e  l a t t e r  d a y s  

Judaism th e  r e l i g i o u s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on th e  hop e  o f  

fu ture . The b e t t e r  t im e s  w h ich  w ere  a w a ite d  form t h e  r e a l  end  

■ *Ck aH  r0l i g i o u s  m o t iv e s  s u b s e r v e .  "They e a g e r l y  ob ey ed  t h e

order t o  ta k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  rev/ard" (S ch U rer , q u o te d  by 

Kabitsch p . i i ) ,

■'te must assum e f o r  Paul a s i m i l a r  o u t lo o k :  and j u s t  a s  b e f o r e

! er s i o n  th e  Law was h i s  means o f  a t t a i n i n g  b l e s s e d n e s s  i n  th e
I ^ nEdom

9 30 a f t e r  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  same g o a l  w ould  a t t r a c t  him but
diffgY*

enb p a t h s .  What i n d i c a t i o n s  do P a u l* s  w r i t i n g s  g iv e  t h a t



this was t h e  c a s e ?  I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  i t  i s  not enough to  show t h a t  

in a few p a s s a g e s  P a u l  i s  e x p e c t a n t  o f  t h e  c a n in g  o f  C h r is t  in  

glory, but i f  i t  can be shown t h a t  t h i s  e x p e c t a t i o n  l a y  b e h in d  h i s  

whole th ou gh t h i s  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  P a r o u s ia  w i l l  h a v e  th e  more 

weight.

I t  h as  b e e n  s e e n  t h a t  t h e r e  w ere  tw o  a s p e c t s  to  P a u l ' s  t h i n k 

ing: f i r s t l y ,  t h e  a c t  o f  J e s u s  i n  r e c o n c i l i n g  man to  God by H is

death and s e c o n d l y ,  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  b e l i e v e r  i n  t h e  r i s e n  C h r i s t ;  

d*e. j u s t i f i c a t i o n  and l i f e ,!e n  C h r is to "  a r e  t h e  v i t a l  e le m e n t s  i n  

hie th e o lo g y .  Can t h e s e  be shown t o  h a v e  an e s c h a t e l o g i c a l  b a c k -  

Ŝ ound then i t  may b e  t a k e n  t h a t  h i s  w hole  o u t l o o k  was d i r e c t e d  t o  

the fu tu re .

For t h i s  p u r p o s e  t h e  p a s s a g e  P h i l . 3^ i s  s i g n i f i c a n t :

Isa d o u b t le s s  and I  c o u n t  a l i  t h i n g s  but l o s s  f o r  t h e  e x c e l l e n c y

°f the knowledge o f  C h r i s t  J e s u s  my Lord f o r  whom I  h ave  s u f f e r e d  

the 10ss a l l  t h i n g s  and do co u n t them b u t dung t h a t  I  may w in

^ i s t  and be fo u n d  i n  Him n o t  h a v in g  mine own r i g h t e o u s n e s s ,  w h ich
is

°f the law , b u t t h a t  w h ic h  i s  th r o u g h  t h e  f a i t h  o f  C h r i s t ,  t h e

^S^QgUsness w h ic h  i s  o f  God by f a i t h  . . . . .  f o r  ou r  c o n v e r s a t i o n

8 in Heaven from w h en ce  a l s o  we l o o k  f o r  t h e  S a v io u r  th e  Lord J e s u s  
Christ ,
‘ who s h a l l  change our v i l e  body th a t  i t  may be fash io n ed  l i k e  
Mo m c

nj-3 g l o r i o u s  bod y e t c . "

Here are c l e a r l y  th e  two main c o n c e p t i o n s  of P a u l ' s  th e o lo g y ,  

n a t io n  by f a i t h  and l i f e  i n  C h r i s t  c o n s id e r e d  as  p r e l im in a r ie s
theI great day when t h e  Lord w i l l  come i n  p e r s o n  and r e i g n  upon  

5Mh r| * Christ we a r e  made h e ir s  o f  God through f a i t h  i n  H is



atoning d e a th :  r e c o n c i l e d  i n d e e d ,  but. t h e ’work has j u s t  b egu n .

The consummation i s  y e t  t o  com e. P eace  w i t h  God i s  a s s u r e d ,  t h e ' . ’ . 

l i f e  in  C h r is t  s e c u r e s  t h a t ,  b u t  i t  i s  a l i f e  w h ich  h a s  a  fo rw a rd  

gaze; th e r e  i s  t h e  g o a l  t o  be r e a c h e d ,  th e  p r i z e  o f  t h e  h i g h  

calling in  C h r is t  J e s u s  ( P h i l . 5 - ^ ) .  "Much more h a v in g  been  

ju stif ied  now by H is b l o o d ,  we s h a l l  be s a v e d  th r o u g h  Him from  

the wrath"Rom. 59 c z

This i s  n o t  t o  s a y  t h a t  Paul m in im is e s  .■ 'J u s t i f i c a t io n  ( t h e r e  

is now no co n d em n ation  t o  them t h a t  a r e  i n  Chris-t Jesus^R om .B1 );  • . 

or communion w i t h  t h e  e x a l t e d  C h r is t  (who sh a lT  “s e p a r a t e  -us; f f p n n v -. 

the love o f  C hrist?); t h o s e  two q u o t a t i o n s  a lo n e  d i s p r o v e  th a t .' -  But.  

throu$i i t  a l l  t h e r e  was t h i s  hope o f  th e  fu tu r e '  w hich  -should!.. • 

establish th e  r e ig n  o f  C h r i s t .  " J u s t i f i c a t i o n  may t r u l y  be c a l l e d  

toe a n t ic ip a t io n  o f  s a l v a t i o n ,  t h e  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i n a l  judge^- 

^nt. gut St P au l c r a v e s  t h e  r e a l i s a t i o n  o f  t h a t  b l i s s f u l  f u t u r e  

sin and d e a th  and ju dgem ent a r e  no more t o  be reck o n ed  w i t h .  .
He v

nows h im s e l f  t o  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  b u t  th e  s a l v a t i o n

j a ppQcosg w h ich  c u lm in a t e s  when t h e  e x a l t e d  

s h a l l  r e t u r n  i n  g l o r y  and b o th  t h e  dead and th e  l i v i n g  s h a l l
t)Q

^form ed i n t o  p e r f e c t  f i t n e s s  f o r  h i s  f e l l o w s h i p . "  (Kennedy
to-9,10.)

P a u l’ s c o n c e p t i o n  o f  r i  c « ) ( t tx* h a s  many f a c e t s ,  but
bh© J* q

j re only  two p o i n t s  w h ich  c o n c e r n  our i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  f i r s t l y ,
h
119 b e l i e v e d  i n  t h e  com ing o f  C h r is t  and s e c o n d l y ,  w hether

ho
9V9d i t  to  be im m in en t .  What h i s  id e a s  o f  R e s u r r e c t io n  and

we r e ,  as a l s o  t h e  manner o f  C h r i s t ’ s com ing , a re  n o t  t o  
9 Point T

• i f  i n  th e  l i g h t  o f  th e  above em p h a sis  upon t h e  C h r is t  o f



9 2 .

the fu tu re  as t h e  crown o f  f a i t h  and e x p e r ie n c e  i t  can be shown 

that throughout h i s  e p i s t l e s  t h e  a p o s t l e  had t h a t  b e l i e f  e v e r  

before him, th e n  t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  h i s  c u r s o r y  tr e a tm e n t  o f  

the Jesus o f  t h e  p a s t  w i l l  be  a p p a r e n t .

And h e r e  i t  may b e  s a i d  w i t h  S c h w e i t z e r  ( p . 5 2 ) ’ t h a t  from  

his f i r s t  l e t t e r  t o  h i s  l a s t  P a u l ! s th o u g h t  i s  a lw ays  u n ifo r m ly  

dominated by t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n  o f  t h e  im m ed ia te  r e t u r n  o f  J e s u s  and 

of the M ess ia n ic  g l o r y .  1 T h e s . l * ^  Ye tu r n e d  u n to  God . . . .  t o  w a i t  

for His Son from H eaven , ev en  J e s u s  w h ich  d e l i v e r e t h  us from th e  

wrath to  come. In  r e p l y  t o  th e  T h e s s a l o n i a n s ’ a n x i e t y  ab ou t t h o s e  

who had a lr e a d y  d i e d  h e  t e l l s  them 4 ^ 4 -1 7  t h a t  ”we who a r e  a l i v e ,  

who survive t i l l  t h e  co m in g  o f  th e  L o rd , s h a l l  i n  n o w ise  p r e c e d e  • 

them e t c . ” . He may in  5^*^ t e l l  them t h a t  th e  t im e  o f  th e  L o rd ’ s 

coming i s  a t h i e f  i n  t h e  n i g h t ” but i t  i s  s t i l l  t o  come w i t h i n

the present g e n e r a t i o n .

So w ith  th e  o t h e r  r e f e r e n c e s  i n  t h i s  l e t t e r  t h e r e  i s  t h e  

hoistence an t h e  P a r o u s ia  i n  t h e i r  l i f e t i m e ,  e . g .  5 ^  May your  

Pi^it and s o u l  and body be p r e s e r v e d  e n t i r e  w i t h o u t  blame a t  t h e  

®iag of Our Lord J e s u s  C h r i s t  ( c f .  a l s o  2 ^  3^3 ) .  I t  ap p ears  

n th e  i n t e r v a l  b e tw e e n  t h e  r e c e i p t  o f  th e  f i r s t  l e t t e r  and  

S i t i n g  o f  th e  s e c o n d  an u n h e a l t h y  e x c i t e m e n t  had r i s e n  o v er  

immediateness o f  t h e  A dvent: i n  t h e  l a t e r  e p i s t l e  P a u l ’ s e f f o r t  

^Qcted to  c o r r e c t i n g  t h i s ,  b u t  by no means to  change t h e  t o n e
Of Q y

ectancy o r  p o s tp o n e  i t  i n d e f i n i t e l y .  1 -^  ”When He comes t o  

oa J-n H is s a i n t s  and t o  be wondered a t  in  a l l  who h ave
Sieved

I n t h a t  d a y ” i s  s t i l l  w i t h i n  t h e  l i f e t i m e  o f  h i s  r e a d e r s .
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And at the b e g in n in g  o f  t h a t  p a s s a g e  w here he  n a r r a t e s  th e  c o u r se  

of events w h ich  must p r e c e d e  t h e  doming h e  a f f i r m s  i t  as  s t r o n g l y

as ever (2 ^) and c o n c lu d e s  w i t h  an e x h o r t a t io n  t o  a w a it  i t  w i t h
5

patience (3 ) .

I f  t h e r e  i s  any d i f f e r e n c e  in  t h e  e s c h a t o l o g y  in  t h e  e a r l y

ep istles  from t h o s e  o f  t h e  t h i r d  m is s io n a r y  jo u r n e y  i t  l i e s  in

expression more th a n  em p h a sis  . In t h e  f i v e  y e a r s  t h a t  i n t e r v e n e

the te n s io n  w i t h  t h e  Jew s was i n c r e a s e d  and t h e  to n e  becom es

d e f in ite ly  l e s s  J e w i s h ,  b e s i d e s  w h ich  th e  o c c a s i o n  l e n t  i t s e l f  l e s s  to

expansive t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  The Law, f a i t h ,  and i n c i d e n t a l

governmental a f f a i r s  form t h e  main them es o f  t h e  C o r in th ia n  and

Roman l e t t e r s  and t h e  e p i s t l e  t o  th e  G a l a t i a n s .  But th e  e x p e c t a t i o n

13 s t i l l  th e r e  and as s t r o n g  as b e f o r e .
,  7
t  Cor. 1  y e  a r e  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  com ing o f  Our Lord J e s u s  

Christ; 4 T h e r e fo r e  ju d g e  n o t h in g  b e f o r e  th .9 t im e  u n t i l  th e  Lord  

c°me who both  w i l l  b r i n g  t o  l i g h t  th e  h id d e n  t h i n g s  o f  d a r k n ess  

and w in  make m a n i f e s t  t h e  c o u n s e l s  o f  t h e  h e a r t s  $ 7 2 9 . 3 1  Bu .̂

Say brethern  t h e  t im e  i s  s h o r t  . . . .  f o r  t h e  f a s h i o n  o f  t h i s  w o r ld  

PaSS0th away; i n  1 0 1 1  he  sp ea k s  o f  t h i s  as  th e  g e n e r a t io n  w h ich  i s  

witness th e  end o f  t h e  w orld  c f . a l s o  5 " 1 5 ^ ;  as t h e  e p i s t l e
began . 2 2

with th e  Advent hop e  so  i t  ends w i th  i t ,  16 Maranatha (come 
Lori! ) .

In t h - Q  s e c o n d  l e t t e r  t o  th e  C o r in th ia n s  we f i n d  s i m i l a r
teferencQq, ->14 _• 1 N e  a r e  y o u r  r e j o i c i n g  even  a s  y e  a l s o  a r e  ours

5:16 4ay of th e  Lord J e s u s .  The words o f  I s a i a h  t h a t  "now i s  

CCePoed t im e ,  now i s  t h e  day o f  s a l v a t i o n  "are q u o ted  i n  6 2



with obvious c o n c l u s i o n s  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  w h i l e  l l 2  sp eak s  o f  

espousing them t o  o n e  hu sb and  t h a t  he may p r e s e n t  them a s  a c h a s t e

virgin t o  C h r i s t .

16Rom. 2 l o o k s  f o r  t h e  day when God s h a l l  ju d g e  t h e  s e c r e t s

of men by J e s u s  C h r i s t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  P a u l ’ s g o s p e l .  "The e a r n e s t

expectation o f  t h e  c r e a t i o n  w a i t e t h  f o r  t h e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  t h e

3ons of Godw8-i9 , f o r  " th e  g l o r y  w h ich  s h a l l  b e  r e v e a l e d  t o  u s ,,8 ^®f

while "we o u r s e l v e s  g r o a n  w i t h i n  o u r s e l v e s  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  a d o p t io n ,

to wit the r e d e m p tio n  o f  our bod yM8 2^ . ,  "Now i t  i s  h i g h  t im e  t o

awake out o f  s l e e p  f o r  now i s  our s a l v a t i o n  n e a r e r  th a n  when we

(first) b e l i e v e d ” 1 3 ^  , " th e  n i g h t  i s  f a r  s p e n t  and th e  day  i s  a t  
12

Rand" 13 when "we s h a l l  a l l  s ta n d  b e f o r e  th e  Judgem ent s e a t  o f  

Christ,,i 4 -R° t o  g i v e  an a c c o u n t  o f  o u r s e l v e s  t o  God 14*^2 .

Less s t r i k i n g  a r e  t h e  a l l u s i o n s  i n  t h e  G a la t ia n  e p i s t l e  b u t  

n°ne the l e s s  c o n v i n c i n g ;  J e s u s  who g ave  H im s e l f  f o r  our s i n s  t h a t  

R® might d e l i v e r  u s  from  t h i s  p r e s e n t  e v i l  w o r ld  1 ^ . We th r o u g h  

^ r i t  w a it  f o r  t h e  h op e  o f  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  by f a i t h  5 ^ . In  due  

3853011 WQ s h a l l  r e a p  i f  we f a i n t  n o t ,  t h e r e f o r e  so  l o n g  as we h a v e  

l o t  us do good t o  a l l  men 6 ^ #1° .

'Fho e p i s t l e s  o f  th e  c a p t i v i t y  b e t r a y  no d im in u t io n  o f  im m inent  

d o t a t i o n .  P h i l .  I 6 . He w h ic h  h a t h  begun a good work i n  you  w i l l  

^form i t  u n t i l  th e  d a y  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t ;  l 1 0  That y e  may be  

inC9re and w ith o u t  o f f e n c e  t i l l  t h e  day  o f  C h r i s t ;  2 1 6  That I  may 

'1°lce in  th e  day o f  C h r i s t  t h a t  I  have  n o t  run i n  v a in ;  3 2 0  For

°&vei*sa t i o n  i s  i n  H eaven: from  whence a l s o  we l o o k  f o r  t h e
iSaviou

r t ^e Lord J e s u s  C h r i s t  who s h a l l  change  our v i l e  body t h a t  i t  

f be fash ion ed  l i k e  u n t o  H is  g l o r i o u s  b o d y ;4 5  L e t  y o u r  m o d e r a t io n  be



known unto  a l l  men: The Lord i s  a t  h an d . S i m i l a r  a l l u s i o n s  are

to be found i n  E p h e s ia n s  (1 1 4 *2 1 27 4 30 ) and C o lo s s ia n s  ( l 2 8  2 1 7
34 .2 4 )<

I t  ca n n o t  he  a r g u e d  i n  f a c e  o f  t h i s  e v id e n c e  t h a t  as  P au l  

grew o ld er  h i s  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  P a r o u s ia  was e i t h e r  dimmed o r  d i m i n i s h 

ed: th ere  i s  t h e  same a s su m p t io n  i n  h i s  l a s t  words as  in  h i s  f i r s t ,  

without d e v e lo p m e n t ,  w i t h o u t  r e a c t i o n ,  t h a t  th e  C h r is t  was on t h e  

point o f  a p p e a r in g .  D ew ick  ( p p . 2 8 0 - 1 )  i s  s u r e l y  m i s i n t e r p r e t i n g
i 22—28
1 Cor, 15  "* when h e  s e e s  i n  i t  a c o n t r a d i c t i o n  o f  th e  u s u a l  e a r l y

expected Parous i a .  The th o u g h t  i s  t h a t  C h r is t  w i l l  come and go-

after which when He h a s  p u t  a l l  H is  en em ies  i n c l u d i n g  d e a th  under

Sis f e e t  He w i l l  r e s t o r e  t h e  Kingdom t o  H is F a th er  i . e .  th e  Kingdom

°f Christ i s  not th e  p r e sen t  w o r ld  era up to  the  consummation, but

the time b etw een  t h e  P a r o u s ia  and th e  f i n a l  a c t  o f  u n i f i c a t i o n .

Ihat i s  to  sa y  t h a t  h e r e  t o o  P au l s h a r e s  t h e  c u r r e n t  b e l i e f  t h a t

Jesus was a t  t h a t  t im e  r e i g n i n g  a s  M ess ia h  but t h a t  h i s  r e i g n  would

shortly become v i s i b l e  on e a r t h .  I f  P a u l ' s  th o u g h t  underw ent a

°pment i t  c e r t a i n l y  d i d  n o t  c o n s i s t  i n  th e  s l a c k e n i n g  o f  h i s

e t i o l o g i c a l  e x p e c t a t i o n  as t im e  went on (S c h w e i t z e r  p . 5 4 ) .

I t  i s  o f  l i t t l e  u s e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  th e  s o u r c e s  f o r  P a u l ' s

d a ta lo g ic a l  b e l i e f  and t o  c la im  t h e r e b y  t o  have  e x p la in e d  away 
hig -vu-
: o n e s :  a c u r s o r y  g l a n c e ,  a lm o s t  as  much as d e t a i l e d  i n v e s t i g a -
tton

I * snows t h a t  h i s  fram ew ork f o r  t h e  Day o f  Judgem ent i s  as  s p a r e  

as Id h is oi-'her fu n d a m en ta l  d o c t r i n e s .  He i s  h e r e  as  a lw a y s  c o n te n t  
^ Assort .primary t r u t h s :  t h e  d ev e lo p m e n t  o f  them i n t o  a l o g i c a l
®Fs t em

3 f a r  from h i s  t h o u g h t s .  H is  a t t i t u d e  tow ard s  t h e  sec o n d
i-i0 v&suiy d i f f e r e n t  from  t h a t  o f  h i s  e n v iro n m en t;  p a r t l y  by



9 6 .

reason'of h i s  em p h a s is  on t h e  c e n t r a l  f a c t  o f  C h r is t  and p a r t l y  by

the v i t a l i t y  o f  h i s  r e l i g i o u s  n a t u r e .

When d e t a i l s  a r e  proffered they  a re  t r e a t e d  a s  s u b s i d i a r y :  i t

was not. in h is  i n t e r e s t s  to  g iv e  a c l o s e l y  worked out programme

for the L ast Days i n  t h e  manner o f  t h e  J e w is h  a p o c a l y p t i s t s .

Schwi<|tzer * s resume t h e r e f o r e  ( 6 3 - 6 9 )  o f  th e  events  fo l lo w in g  upon

the D a y ,'w h i le  t r u e  t o  c h a p t e r  and v e r s e  i s  n o t  t r u e  t o  P a u l .  The

impression he g i v e s  i s  t h a t  P a u l Ts i n t e r e s t s  w ere  i n  c r e a t i n g  a

patchwork o f  im a g ery  and e x t r a v a g a n c e , l i k e  any Baruch or E zr a .

Whereas i t  i s  much more c o r r e c t  to  say  that ju s t  as h i s  term inology

°f salvation was secondary  to  the  f a c t  i t s e l f ,  so h is  conception  o f

the Parousia was not an in t e g r a l  part o f h i s  b e l i e f  in  i t s  imminence.

We are p r o b a b ly  t r u e r  t o  P au l when we r e c o g n i s e  t h e  Jewish*

e8ch a te lo g ica l  s t r a i n  i n  h i s  w r i t i n g ,  one among many h e r i t a g e s  from  
his t raining and environm ent, but at th e  same time r e c o g n ise  th a t
4.1 .

r e a l ly  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t  f o r  him i s  t h a t  i t  i s  C h r is t  who i s  

th at He i s  com ing s o o n ,  and t h a t  He i s  t h a t  same C h r is t  

emptied H im se lf  t o  becom e man. I t  i 3 a background f o r  a l l  h i s  

n a b a s i s  f o r  a l l  h i s  h op es  u n t i l  th e  v e r y  end, t h a t  he
^ill VQ+- _ t

0 SQe f a c e  t o  f a c e  th e  Lord whom h e  has g l o r i f i e d  s i n c e  h i s  

P rienee on th e  Damascus r o a d .

*’faatever  t h e r e  may b e  o f  ju d g em en t,  o f  c o n f l i c t ,  o f  a n g e l s ,

I rest r r e c t io n ,  o f  men o f  s in  in  the mind o f  the a p o s t le  th ere
jig flpgj.
; 3t and fo r e m o st  th e  tr iu m p h  o f  C h r i s t ;  t h e  p e r f e c t  u n io n ,  
j sal vabio
I n and p e a c e .  Then he would know even  as  he was known,

7  would put on i m m o r t a l i t y .  The t r a n s f o r m a t io n  v h ic h  was



begun here  w ould  be com p leted  h e r e a f t e r :  th e  l i f e  i n  th e  S p i r i t  

which he e n jo y e d  now was th e  f o r e t a s t e  o f  what was t o  come.

(cf. Headlam p . 3 3 ) .

Under th e  l i g h t  o f  t h i s  "summing up o f  a l l  t h i n g s  i n  C h r i s t ,  

the th in gs  i n  Heaven and t h e  t h i n g s  i n  earth!* E p h . l 1 0  . w h ich  l i e s  

before h im ,th e  a p o s t l e  k e e p s  h i s  e y e s  f o r e v e r  f i x e d  upon t h a t  con

summation when red eem ed  h u m a n ity  r e a c h e s  i t s  f i n a l  a s s i m i l a t i o n  i n  

Christ. "His l i f e  c i r c u l a t e s  th r o u g h  them i n  unim peded r i c h n e s s ,  

They have now a t t a i n e d  t o  t h e  m easure o f  t h e  s t a t u r e  o f  th e  f u l n e s s  

°f Christ1*Eph.41 3  . (Kennedy 3 3 3 ) .

Speaking o f  t h e  f i n a l  s t a g e  o f  P a u l ! s th o u g h t  Kennedy s a y s ;

" I t  w ould  be u s e l e s s  t o  s p e c u l a t e  on th e  manner 

in which St. Paul c o n c e iv e d  t h i s  g r e a t  consummation to  

be f u l f i l l e d .  U n q u e s t io n a b ly  he would have r e g a r d e d  

al l  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  c a t e g o r i e s  a s  i n a p p l i c a b l e  t o  h i3  

momentous th em e. For h i s  mind, i t s  i n t e r e s t  and im

portance a r e  w h o l l y  r e l i g i o u s .  He c o u ld  n o t  r e a l i s e  

a more g l o r i o u s  i s s u e  f o r  t h e  wondrous p r o c e s s  w hich  

germinated f o r  h u m a n ity  w i t h  t h e  I n c a r n a t i o n ,  b lo sso m ed  

ln  ^ke A to n in g  P a s s i o n  and came t o  f u l l  m a t u r i ty  i n  t h e  

E x a l ta t io n ,  th a n  a r e e n t r a n c e  o f  t h e  g l o r i f i e d  Lord i n t o  

the d epths  o f  t h e  Godhead, so t h a t  H is  own words s h o u ld  

deceive  t h e i r  p r o f o u n d e s t  s i g n i f i c a n c e :  I and my F a th er  

are one. i n t h a t  c r o w n in g  e n d , t h e  Consummation o f  t h e  

^ugdom o f  God i s  a c c o m p l i s h e d (3 4 1 )
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I t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  n o t  t o  s e e  i n  t h i s  c o n c e p t io n  o f  a cosm ic  

Christ a f a c t o r  v /h ich  a c c o u n t s  c o m p le t e ly  f o r  P a u l* s  d i s r e g a r d  o f  

the h i s t o r i c  J e s u s :  f o r  him  r e l i g i o n  d id  n o t  c o n s i s t  i n  m e d i t a t io n  

upon the ways and words o f  a p a s t  Redeemer b u t  i n  l i f e  i n  a p r e s e n t  

Lord and hope f o r  a g r e a t e r  and f u l l e r  e x i s t e n c e  i n  t h e  Coming 

Kingdom. J e su s  t h e  man c o u ld  n o t  b u t  become a m inor f i g u r e  b e s i d e  

Christ th e  Judge and K in g .  The Day o f  th e  Lord was not i n  t h e  p a s t  

tot in th e  f u t u r e :  H is  w ork was y e t  t o  be d o n e .  As r u l e r  and Messiah 

how could Hi3 s t a t u s  be com pared w i t h  t h a t  o f  a w an d er in g  r a b b i ;  His 

acts of mercy and c h a r i t y ,  and h e a l i n g ,  His words o f  wisdom and 

insight, what w ere  t h e s e  com pared w ith , t h e  m a j e s t y  and th e  power o f  

his coming g lo r y ?

The o n ly  l i g h t  i n  w h ic h  t h e  e a r t h l y  m i n i s t r y  c o u ld  be reg a r d e d

as a n e c e s s a r y  h u m i l i a t i o n ,  a b r i e f  th o u g h  e s s e n t i a l  c h a p ter  in

00418 PTan f o r  th e  r e d e m p t io n  o f  th e  w o r ld .  The J e s u s  who had d ie d  
is
8 the C h rist ,  b u t i t  i s  o n ly  i n  H is D ea th  and R e s u r r e c t io n  t h a t  He

8COffl9a s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  m ankind . I t  ca n n o t  b e  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  th e  same

5X1 who w r i t e s  i n  S p h .  2 ^  o f  J e s u s  h a v i n g  a b o l i s h e d  i n  H is  f l e s h

enmity, even  t h e  la w  o f  commandments, where th e  e a r t h l y  l i f e  
is

thing more or l e s s  th a n  a d o g m a t ic  sym b ol, sh o u ld  d w e l l  w i t h

upon i t s  d e t a i l s :  f o r  P au l th e  r e a l  l i f e  o f  J e s u s  began
(WoBi th 1 0  ,

°  grave Rom.5 . I t  was so m e th in g  t h a t  s h o u ld  be borne
# -I Q T -1

nQrn i n  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  u n io n  w i t h  Him- 2  C or .4 * ,
H  a svimm

r y  o f  b i o g r a p h i c a l  e v e n t s .  What J e s u s  d i d  a n d  s a i d  w as
■'■ittle

consequence bes ide  what He is  and w i l l  be.

L



I t  i s  t h i s  p o i n t  o f  v ie w  w h ic h  m ust he s t r e s s e d  i n  r e g a r d in g  

the thought o f  t h e  e p i s t l e s .  Hot t h a t  P a u l d id  n o t  know -  th ou gh  

how much, and how and v/here h e  a c q u ir e d  h i s  in f o r m a t io n ,  i s  u n c e r t a i n .  

There i s  no a t t e m p t  t o  deny t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h o s e  around J e s u s  must have  

had som ething t o  sa y  o f  H is  l i f e  and t h a t  t h a t  may have been communi

cated to  P a u l.  1-Tor i s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  h e r e  u n d er  what i n f l u e n c e  t h e  

earliest n a r r a t o r s  w ould  t r a n s m i t  t h e i r  f a c t s ,  f a t h e r  i s  th e  need  

fundamental t o  r e c o g n i s e  t h a t  P a u l ,  p resu m ab ly  know ing  o f  t h e s e  

everyday e v e n t s ,  w r i t e s  as th o u g h  he  had no i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  J e s u s  

°f the p ast and c o n c e n t r a t e s  on t h e  J e s u s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  and f u t u r e .

Thus J o h a n n es  W e i s s 1 e f f o r t  t o  p rove  t h a t  Paul d id  know f a c t s  

aoout Jesus (J e s u s  and P a u l  1 7 - 2 2 )  a p a r t  from s t r a i n i n g  th e  t e x t u r e

°f “he l e t t e r s  e s t a b l i s h e s  i n  f a c t  n o t h i n g .  Much more t r u t h  l i e s  
in

ffrede’s em p h asis  (P a u l  147  f f . )  when he a s k s ,  what was th e  

of th e  P a u l in e  c o n c e p t io n  o f  C h r is t?  For i t  i s  o b v io u s  t h a t
;thej, ̂ 0̂ *

“ 10s C h r is t o s  i s  n o t  d e r i v e d  from  J e s u s  o f  ITazareth b u t was i n

aP03tle*s mind b e f o r e  he b e l i e v e d  t h a t  J e s u s  v/as t h a t  K u r io s .

thing i s  f a t h e r  a l o o f  from  him th an  r e l i g i o u s  v e n e r a t io n  f o r  a  
[hero, nv» -

8 ®oral m a j e s t y  o f  J e s u s ,  H is  p u r i t y  and p i e t y ,  H is m i n i s t r y
0  4-V0
° P e o p le ,  H is  manner a s  a p r o p h e t ,  t h e  w h ole  c o n c r e t e  e t h i c a l

e^-igious c o n t e n t  o f  th e  e a r t h l y  l i f e  s i g n i f i e s  f o r  P a u l i s  C h r i s t -

n° th in g  w h a te v e r .  " (Y/rede 8 9 ) .

3 n o t  as  i f  th e  C h r is t  o f  t h e  e p i s t l e s  i s  a t r a n s fo r m e d  
ffiSUs. 4.1» t^a4- 4.1 _ .tn e  d e t a i l s  o f  J e s u s  f m i n i s t r y  h a v e  been  r a i s e d  to

3'tat u 3 and tr a n s m u te d  i n t o  e t e r n a l  p r i n c i p l e s .  On t h e  c o n tr a r y  

s t e n t ,  d y in g  and r i s i n g  S a v io u r ,  who w i l l  s h o r t l y  come t o



judge the world, betrays obvious Judaistic and H ellenestic in

fluence. Schweitzer makes out a good case as against Bousset and 

Deissmann for deriving Paul's whole theology from la te  Jewish 

eschatology (pp. 37 f f . ) .

I t  would b e  u n t r u e  t o  s a y  t h a t  Paul had s im p ly  a d o p ted  th e

current m ythus, b u t  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  n o n - g o s p e l  i n f l u e n c e s  a r e  

evidenced i n  h i s  l e t t e r s .  Where t h e y  o r i g i n a t e d  and i n  how f a r  

they were p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  a p o s t l e  fs mind from  th e  b e g in n in g  i s  n o t  

of great moment. The f a c t  i s  t h a t  w h a te v e r  k n ow led ge  o f  J e s u s

he had has b een  s a c r i f i c e d  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  a l a r g e r  u n i t y :  t h a t

°f i d e n t i f y in g  J e s u s  w i t h  t h e  e t e r n a l  C h r i s t .  J e w is h  a p o c a ly p s e ,  

S o l le n is t ic  m y s t e r y ,  and h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t  a r e  b le n d e d  in t o  an 

imposing s o t e r i o l o g y  and e s c h a t o l o g y  -  i n  t h e  m id s t  o f  i t  what 

P°om could t h e r e  be f o r  t h e  h i s t o r i c  J e s u s ?

(The e p i s t l e s  o f  d o u b t f u l  a u t h e n t i c i t y  -  2 T hes. and Eph. -  

have been h ere  t a k e n  a s  a p o r t i o n  o f  P a u l f s l e g a c y :  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  

^ere i a not u n i v e r s a l  a g reem en t on t h e  s u b j e c t  and p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  

present prob lem  i s  n o t  a f f e c t e d  by t h e i r  g e n u in e n e s s .  On t h e  

hand t h e  g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d  v ie w  t h a t  th e  P a s t o r a l  E p i s t l e s  

u o n  P a u lin e  h a s  b e e n  a d o p te d  -  and t h i s  l a r g e l y  f o r  c o n v e n i e n c e . )



101.

II. Other New Testament W ritings.

Hebrews.

"Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so 

great a cloud of witnesses le t  us lay aside every weight and 

the sin which doth so e a s ily  beset us and le t  us run with patience 

the race that is  set before us, looking unto Jesus the author 

and finisher of our fa ith : who for the joy that was set before 

Him endured the Cross, despising the shame, and is  set down at 

the right hand of the throne of God.” With these words at the 

beginning of his tw elfth  chapter, the author of Hebrews sums 

up his peroration on fa ith .

It has been often said that Our Lord*s humanity has been 

better served by th is  writer than by any other in  the New Testa

ment, yet while there are some slig h t developments in th is direction  

it will be shown that his point of view is  largely that of the 

remaining authors, and the above quotation represents both the 

lim its of the in terest and the typi>cal attitude of the composer 

bo the l i f e  0f  Jesus.

is the author and fin isher of fa ith , rather than the 

Prophetic healer: He endured the Gross as a correlative to 

ubering into glory, rather than as a climax to a l i f e  of sacri-
f 1

ce* Even when fu l l  credit is  given to the allusions to Jesus* 

humanity i t  i 3 seen ll0W 0f  the motive is  dogmatic and not 

^graphical, and how the emphasis l ie s  elsewhere than on His

aarthly l i f e .L



102.

When i t  is  remembered that a knowledge of the existence 

of Jesus must be presumed, together with the theological neces

sity for affirm ing His humanity in the interests of His High 

Priestly ca llin g , the claims that a greater attention is  paid
|

here to the earthly l i f e  than in the other ep istles  w ill be seen ! 

to be largely exaggerated. |

Milligan (p .79) in an attempt to show that the author makes
i

repeated reference to the events of Christ*s earthly l i f e  can only | 

summon up a meagre skeleton of information: the fact that He sprang j
, 1 A

out of Judah7 (obviously Messianic dogma and not history c f.

Hum. 24^ ); that He preached salvation 2  ̂ (mentioned because i t  

salvation and therefore their chief concern); the opposition 

He encountered 12 (th is does seem to have more ju s tif ie ia t io n  as 

a non~dogmatic d e ta il, being used to encourage the readers to 

boar their own sufferings with fortitude); the in tensity  of His 

personal sufferings 5  ̂ ( i t  would be more convincing i f  the 

description of these had been more obviously dependent upon the 

evanSQlists and le s s  obviously upon P s.2 2 ^ * ^  - c f . V.Soden 119).

It w ill be seen that only one of the above can be called  

a pure biographical reference, therefore dictated by an interest 

in of Jesus Himself, and that that is used rather as an

dmonition. Other references not given by Milligan have a purely
A *
0 °gical sign ificance (29 Jesus made a l i t t l e  lower'than the 

for the suffering of death; 2̂ ® He took on Him the seed 

Abraham; 914  Christ offered Himself without spot; io 1 9 *20  Having j
bbersfrw

9 boldness by the blood of Jesus to  enter into the h o liest



by a new and liv in g  way through the v e i l ,  that is  to say His 

flesh). We can hardly speak of a strong emphasis on His humanity 

when i t  is  capable of being regarded as a v e i l ,  i . e .  a symbol of 

His physical mortal aspect (West. Comm. p„84).

What M illigan ca lls  references which bring out the true 

humanity o f His inner l i f e  are a lso  seen to be dictated not by a 

regard for that inner l i f e  as such but in  i t  as a facet of the 

High Priesthood of Jesus. "We find Him spoken of as exercising  

faith or tru st in God” but 2*^-1 w ill put my trust in Him - is  

an Old Testament quotation applicable to  the Messiah: ”as moved 

by mercy and sympathy towards His brethern on account of His 

likeness to them” 2̂  - wherefore in  a l l  things i t  behoved Him 

be made lik e  unto His brethern that He might be a merciful and 

faithful High Priest in  things pertaining to  God to make reconcili 

ation for the sins o f the people. The sign ificant word here is  

behoved”: not that Jesus was lik e  us and therefore was now a 

îsh Priest reconciling us with God. Primarily He must be a High 

driest • from etern ity  -  therefore had to become man, to be lik e  

Allows, to share their d if f ic u lt ie s ,  temptations, and sorrows
in °rder that having suffered (2^8 ) He might help sin fu l man by

i n t e r c e s s i o n s .

That is to say that those characteristics o f His earthly  

inistry that are introduced are introduced not for themselves 

on their place in the concept of the o ffice  of the Christ:
Qyj p i

must be regarded allusions to His being tempted, His 

asuess, His obedience, and His suffering.



His High. P r iestly  work depends upon His absolute oneness 

with humanity, except in the matter of sin: only thus could the 

Old Testament prophecies of a second Covenant be fu lf i l le d , and 

the perfect Priest o f the order of Melchizedek be conceived o f. 

The High Priesthood of reconciliation  with God is the framework 

and into th is  the Jesus of h istory must be f it te d . Once more we 

have faith not biography, interpretation of history rather than 

factual knowledge.

Just as pre-existence was requisite  (1^) to His humanity, 

so His humanity was req u isite  to His exalted l i f e .  It may be 

admitted that the fact of Jesus in history and fa ith  is  the axis 

on which the whole scheme revolves, that the author did not start 

out with eternal priesthood in hismind and then proceed to f i t  

the l ife  of Jesus in to  that scheme: but on the other hand, 

assuming him to start with Jesus, i t  is  clear that in meditation 

uPon the Old Testament scriptures he seeks confirmation in them 

for almost a l l  that has any significance for him in Jesus1 l i f e .

facts of Jesus1 existence that concern him are those which 

show Him as the fu lfilm ent of prophecy or the p riestly  o ffic e , 

the nett resu lt that the h isto r ic  interest is  replaced by

the dogmatic.

When Milligan therefore (p.80) says: "Whether we regard 

Chriâ s  l i f e  from the outside or the inside it  is  the l i f e  of 

°te who in the path of actual experience and tr ia l was prepared 

fop Hia great work", the statement is correct but the emphasis 

misleading. For i t  is  the "great work" that determines just



how much o f Jesus1 l i f e ,  outward or inward,has any significance  

for the writer.

Milligan recognises th is when he speaks of a "perfected” 

and "representative” humanity as being characteristic o f the 

Jesus of the e p is t le  and fu lly  acknowledges the minor rdle of 

the earthly l i f e  (p#84); "The exalted Son is  the main aspect 

in which He is  presented to us in the ep istle  and a l l  that has 

been said regarding His pre-existence and incarnate states is  

only introduced for the l ig h t  which they throw upon i t . . . . . .

Even where the thought of the h is to r ica l Son is  prominent the 

writer proceeds immediately to describe Him as having "sat down 

on the right hand of the Majesty on high””.

Further, the concept of the P riestly  Office of Christ 

with its  basis in Old Testament r itu a l which is  unique in the 

^w Testament writings should not conceal from us the sim ilarity  

thought with the Pauline and other ep istles  in the matter of 

the Parousia. There is here as always the expctation of an 

immediate Advent: the current eschatalogical hopes are ever 

actively in the w riter's mind. The day is  approaching (10 ),

it is a n ^ t le  while t i l l  He that sh a ll come w ill come and

not tarry (103^). Christ was once offered to bear the sins 

of raany and w ill appear a second time separated from sin to 

those who are eagerly expecting Him to make their salvation  

COrn p l e t e  ( 92 8 ) .

These among other indications are clear proof of where 

the 3 in terests lay , for the High Priesthood of the Lord,



His Atoning S acrifice  and Sacerdotal intercession at the throne 

of God find their fulfilm ent in  the Messianic kingdom common 

to the New Testament.

Notwithstanding that the writer disclaims any attempt 

to give a detailed  treatment of eschatology; "Let us cease to  

speak of the f ir s t  principles of Christ and press on to perfec

tion: not laying again a foundation of resurrection of the dead 

and of eternal judgement1̂ ,  i t  is  only the d eta il that his 

topics exclude, for his expectation is  as much a matter of course 

as the more sp ec ific  allusions of Paul.

Ever and again we have seen in these New Testament writings 

aven when the Last Things are not d irectly  concerned, a word or 

a phrase which brings up the whole picture in a l l  i t s  vividness 

and reveals the Parousia hope in a l l  i t s  strength as a background 

to their thinking.

So it  is  in  Hebrews: with these few direct expressions o f  

belief in an imminent Advent to give the clue, many strands of

bought become disentangled and are brought into a framework of
Messier 5 6 .1 4  1 .9  11 .18  15 37 1 4 x

ssianic e x p e c ta t io n  (2 3 4 6 9 10 12 ) .

Jesus is the captain of their faith  1 2 2, and they must keep

t'keir eyes npon Him, but it  is  as the perfecter of that fa ith  as

race that is set before them that He commands atten-
■L j

°n# Their holiness is of value to them in that through i t  they 

3ball see 1 2 14   ̂ Their thoughts are not on th is l i f e  but on 

°n® to come, 1314, and that l i f e  is  rendered the more tolerable
by

Q very High Priesthood of J e s u s ,  as Mediator of the New 
c°vQnant 1224



Thus the High. Priesthood of Jesus in Death, in Intercession, 

and in His Second Coming is  the real motif of the le tter : i t  i s  

inconceivable that any great amount of attention could be paid to 

the Galilean story. The fact that Jesus had lived , suffered, 

died, and risen was a l l  that the author wanted to know: these 

were fulfilm ents of the Old Testament - therefore of importance 

for the salvation of men. But what bearing on that High Priesthood 

could His l i f e  among men have, His thoughts, His environment,

His followers, His friends, a l l  that we regard as important for 

an understanding o f Him, what meaning had that for a man who 

saw in Christ the coming Judge of the world?

As an ind ication  of how l i t t l e  the author concerns himself 

with Jesus1 earthly m inistry, we should consider the forlorn 

little  observation almost at the end of the book - "Jesus suffered 

without the gate**^12., The very fact that it  strikes us as being 

°ut of place is  a fa ir  proof of how unbiographical a tone pervades 

the letter . For this has the appearance of being a genuine piece 

°f historical d e ta il , introduced in passing for it s  own in terest 

an<i not as a p illa r  of fa ith .
12 14 10.14

But the reference in these verses * is to 11 the

city sought by Abraham (West. Comm.) and the reference to Jesus* 

toath outside the gate would have no point except with reference

to tlle ucMootfa c f. 217  and for ttuJo, cf.Rev.2112.
HlQ

e thought would then be that Jesus had to become man and die 

Qarth to constitute His sa cr if ice . (V.Soden 1^0).

it  is clear therefore that such an apparent biographical 
$9tail ■?

is much more in  harmony with the rest of the ep istle  when



1 0 8 .

it is shown not to be so, but rather a theological im plication.

While therefore admitting that in some respects th is ep istle  

exceeds the Pauline le t te r s  in i t s  emphasis on the humanity of 

Jesus, i t  must be recognised that the primary in terest in that 

humanity is  theological and that even without that caveat what we 

have can only by exaggeration be called biography.

As M illigan points out p .218, when c r it ic is in g  a claim by 

A.V.G. Allan in Christian Institu tions that attention to the actual 

historical l i f e  of Christ was more important than to the Christ 

of the creeds, "It was not by the presentation of Christ as He 

was but of Christ as He is  now liv in g , sovereign," - and we may 

a(id "and as He sh a ll be, judging, ruling", - "that the world was 

first won to Him, the apostles themselves being witness". Then 

goes on to quote Denney: Studies in Theology, "it might sound 

Psrhaps too paradoxical to say that no apostle, no New Testament 

writer ever remembered Christ: yet i t  would be true in the sense 

that they never thought of-Him as belonging to the past. The 

halted Lord was l i f t e d  above the conditions of time and space: — 

when they thought of Him memory was transmuted into faith: in a l l
4 .1  #

virtue of the l i f e  they had known on earth He was Almighty,

9v®r present, the liv in g  King of Grace. On this conception the 

r7 being of the Christian relig ion  depends".

Ih the e p is tle  to the Hebrews this is  manifestly plain.
Hot thft

119 Jesus of h istory but the Christ of faith: not the Lord 

n ear*th but the Lord in Heaven occupies the centre of the picture,

| ckrist the same yesterday, today, and forever. (13®).



James.

The e p is t le  of James is  neither occasional in i t s  purpose 

nor sp ecifica l in  i t s  references. I f  therefore i t  might be 

argued in the case of Paul that the l i f e  of Jesus was not mention

ed because the theme was in some way defined for him before he 

commenced w riting, in  the case of James th is can hardly be so.

The le tte r  is  couched in  the most general terms; no 

reference is  made to any Church, situation , or individual. I t  i s  

rather, to quote Rope!s Introduction in I.C .C ., that the writer 

"has in mind in his counsels the general needs of such Christians 

as 110 is acquainted with or of whose existence he is aware . . . .

• • The author addresses any Christian into whose hands his work 

®ay fa ll and touches upon subjects of wide and general interest" . 

Apparently d eta ils  of the l i f e  of Jesus were not considered of 

sufficient in terest to be included.

If i t  be granted that the aim of the writer was not 

Qxpositoryn so much as "hortatory" surely the greatest sanction 

r adherence to the precepts of Jesus would have been to adduce 

example of Our Lord Himself. It may well be admitted that 

topics which must have been of moment to the Church at large 

this time are not dealt with. The absence of decisive data 

indeed been noteworthy enough to m ilitate  against the establish-
| A A

j 1 an accurate date. But on the other hand where such a

! Vepsity of subjects is dealt with and such- a wide range of

j îgious thought displayed, the feeling must arise that the ep istle
1 q 0 ,^

a tolerably accurate picture of the w riterfs in terests .



The background of h is e th ica l and theological opinions becomes 

fairly plain. "We have a right to believe that the ep istle  

offers a picture not indeed complete but yet fa ir  and trust

worthy of the w riter's relig iou s position . And for that . . . . . .

... the silences of the e p is t le  are highly sign ifican t and must 

be given f u l l  weight" (I .C .C .) .

While the theological element is  in abeyance i t  is not 

difficult to find expressed in the precepts a d efin ite  system 

beliefs - these being largely Jewish in character. Together 

with such more or le s s  predominant motives are to be found several 

characteristically Christian - su ffic ien t to introduce a tone 

conclusively disposing of the suggestion made by Spitta and others 

that the ep istle  was written by a Jew.

A Jewish-Christian author is  writing in Palestine somewhere 

between 7 5 -1 2 5  A .D . (c f.I .C .C .) a le tte r  in which he displays 

convictions obviously Christian to such an extent that we may 

assume bhat we are given what was for him the framework of his 

rQligious b e lie f , and yet he makes even less  reference to the 

kistorical Jesus than Paul or the other New Testament writers.

axeeption of Hermas his ep istle  displays the greatest 

abaence °f deta il of th is kind in a l l  the writings of the early
Church.

For there is  no single allusion  to the l i f e  or death of 

in the whole e p is tle  ( *r« tcA6t 5 ^  is  now

gai*ded as referring to God's purpose for Job and not as in 

R atine to the death Qf christ ) .  This absence of narrative



has been considered remarkable principally  from the theological 

point of view in the uniqueness of i t s  testimony to a type of 

religious b e lie f ,  obviously Christian, which la id  no stress upon 

the death of Jesus as bringing salvation to men. In contrast with 

Paul it is  certain ly  a str ik in g  divergence, a c le ft  which becomes 

the more v is ib le  when i t  is  realised  that most of James* stand

point is based on an ill-d ig e s te d  knowledge of Paul and a protest 

against his theology.

But i f  we may explain the lack of reference to the death 

of Jesus as a reaction against Pauline thought and as an omission 

for theological reasons the same cannot be said for the to ta l and 

absolute absence of any mention whatever of the character, deeds 

°r personality of Jesus . No trace whatever ex ists of the s lig h t-  

eat allusion to an incident, miracle or parable as related in the 

gospels.

Whether James was aware of any facts or not it  is  impossible 

to say, the truth remains that while echoes of the gospels recur 

w*th unusual frequency, these echoes are exclusively references 

sayings and admonitions, never to biographical events. In the 

of the sayings i t  has been argued that many passages in 

^03 show dependence on the Synoptics: much of this has been 

^  however to be again "lexikalisch".

A common use of words is indeed perceptible together with

C0I*tain sim ilarity of ideas, many of which however can be shown 
to t

Pa^t o f  th e  n orm al e v e r y d a y  J e w is h  b ack grou n d , ( e . g .  th e  

t3?ee m© taphor 31 2 ) .  T h is  c r y s t a l l i s e s  i n  c e r t a in  c a s e s  i n t o



obvious parallelism , though i t  should be rioted never into actual

quotation. Such correspondence may for example be seen in the 
12 • 25

Beatitudes of 1 ' compared with Matthew and Luke or in the

taking of oaths ,5*  ̂ compared with Matthew 534~37#

But not only is  there no direct transference into his own

material of sayings of Jesus even where i t  might be expected (e .g  
5.13 1 2

2 4 ) arguing much le s s  recognition of Jesus* words than in :

Paul (since the sanction for him s t i l l  remains the inviolable '

scriptures -  c f . 2^*^) but a lso  where the best vindication of

his exhortation would have been examples from-the l i f e  bf Jesus

there is no trace of his in terest in th is aspect of the matter, 

at a ll.

For example, in the short passage 513-18 there are surely

I ainPl® opportunities for even a stray allusion: 5 ^  Is any one of

| you suffering, le t  him pray. Here might i t  not have been natural

to add "even as Our Lord did upon the Cross or in  the Garden”.

histead of that Elijah is  cited  as an authority for praying. 
gl5

The prayer of fa ith  w ill  restore the sick man " - naturally 

there should follow !,as the Lord heaDed them that were brought to 

| ^  • Forgiveness of sins brings no mention of Jesus: for an 

Xample of suffering Job is  cited  5 ^ , for a miracle recourse is
V

i Unwise to the old Testament 5 I 8.i1
Not only is  there ample reason for the introduction of 

i S apel matter but i t s  complete absence must be regarded as more

a c°lncidence. I t  is  obvious that just as there is a theolo-
Sical T»a

I eson behind the omission of the death of Christ, so there



is a practical reason behind the omission of His l i f e ,  namely 

the complete absence of in terest in  i t .

And the ground for that lack of in terest is  again in i t s  

turn theological and is  dependent on James1 system of values. 

Clearly salvation is yet to come and that right early: the f ir s t  

chapter has not even begun, as in Paul, with the death of Christ, 

it is yet to be experienced. nBe patient therefore, brethren,

until the coming of the Lord keeping up your courage for

the coming of the Lord i s  at hand. . . . . . .  See the Judge is

standing at the door.”

Once more the Christ whose approach a l l  good Christians 

must await with patience is  the centre of attraction while in 

the Jesus of Hazareth Interest is  non-existent. That is to say 

that in Palestine forty or f i f t y  years at the ea r lie st after the 

death of Jesus, a le t te r  of th is nature could be written in a 

distinctively Christian stra in , where countless opportunities are 

given either for reference to  or quotation from events and sayings 

in the earthly ministry of Jesus, and these opportunities the 

^iter almost goes out of h is way to avoid. The only clear 

reason can be that expectation was centred on the future rather 

^an the past, that the Christ who was to come was the Christ of 

8ignificance ana t i l0  j 03US of history of l i t t l e  or no importance.



1st P e te r .

Resembling the le t te r  to the Epb.6 sjL3.n3 in subject mutter 

in many ways and dating s t i l l  within the 1 st century in a l l  

probability, the 1st e p is t le  of Peter reveals also the character

istics of the writings of th is  period.
1  t(5 H<k£tus tmv Tbd JĈi<Tt©G mystical in sense and

refers not to the w riter's presence at the Crucifixion but to his 

own sufferings in  the manner of Christ - c f . passim in the e p is t le . 

There is no ju s t if ic a tio n  on other grounds for the assumption that 

the letter was written by P eter .)

Once more there is  l i t t l e  or no reference to the l i f e  of 

Jssus and together with that a l iv e ly  expectation of His Coming 

in the immediate future. The f ir s t  few lin es of the le tte r  enshrine 

this position and give the proper perspective: God the Father of 

Lord Jesus Christ has begotten us anew to a liv in g  hope through 

tbe Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead and to an im- 

^ishable inheritance reserved in Heaven for you who are kept by
(Jofl I

3 P°wer through your fa ith  for a salvation which is  ready to 

be unveiled at the end of the world - tv c^oitw
]3-5

• They are to rejoice in th is prospect, even i f  now for a
short -m  6cime they are compelled to sorrow amidst various tr ia ls  1  ,
Th.Qij» +•

roubles are a l l  designed to te s t  their fa ith  that they may 

J 6 glory and honour and praise at the appearing of Jesus Christ

1116 sufferings of Christ and the g lories vftiich are to follow —
tOgftj.'U

er constituting salvation - were indicated by the sp ir it of
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Christ to the Old. Testament prophets, and just as these sufferings 

were predicted and have come true, so God's e lect df the Diaspora 

are to prepare themselves calmly and hopefully for the blessing  

which is soon to be theirs in the revelation of Christ Jesus 

Having been ransomed by the precious Blood of Christ who was pre

destined for th is work before the creation of the world, but has 

only in these recent times been made manifest, raised from the 

dead, and given glory, they are to spend in fear the rest of their  

time on earth il7 -2 1

Clearer utterance of the recognised attitude to the work 

of Jesus could not be wished for: His merits were redemptive 

(cf.l2), His l i f e  a fulfilm ent of prophecy, His sojourn on earth 

tut a phase - and that, save for His atoning death, the least 

important - His real abode is in Heaven from which He is  almost

Hourly expected to return.
m 4That He should be rejected by men (2 ) was part of His

°£fice: that He never sinned (cf. I19), that no guile was heard

from His mouth, that when He was reviled He reviled not again,

that when He suffered He did not threaten but committed Himself

to Him that judges righteously, that He bore our sins in His own
Bodv rwi / 21—24

* the Cross, that He healed us with His stripes (2 ) -

^  tllia is not biography but fulfilm ent of prophecy. Because

ls the C h rist He had to  f u l f i l  a l l  th a t  had been f o r e t o ld

Warding the Suffering Servant ( I s .53). Nor does it  constitute  
Mo

®?aFhy i f  these sufferings are held up as an example to the
 ̂i,

Pe;t,sed C h r is t ia n s  (2 21 . 2 5  4 ^ ) .  The in t e r e s t  i s  in  th e  Messiah



of prophecy not the Jesus of h istory.

So a lso  with sim ilar passages - 31 8  Christ also once for a l l  

suffered for sin  in order to bring us to God, into which main 

theme is worked an amount of Jewish eschatology. On the other 

hand these sufferings - for which they have a prototype in  

Christ - are to be a subject for rejo icing , for the greater 

their hardships the greater w ill  their joy be at His Coming. 413.

Their moral l iv e s  w ill  stand them in good stead over against 

the Gentiles and they w ill have no long time to wait; the end of

all things is at hand 4*̂ , and in preparation for i t  le t  them liv e

righteous and godly l iv e s .  The Day of V isitation  (2 ^ ) w ill search

out the Gentiles: they w ill  have to give an account to Him who
i 53 ready to pronounce Judgement on the liv in g  and the dead (4 ).

The time has come for Judgement to begin at the House of God and

what w ill i t  be for those who reject God’s gospel? (4^®). Pastors

ai*e to be d iligen t in their  duties so that when the Chief Shepherd

spears they w ill receive the never-withering wreath of glory (5^).

Y°ung men are to humble themselves before God so that at the right

Miey may be exalted. (5 3 ).

Thus throughout the writing there is  emphasis on the times

lie  ahead, exhortation to l iv e  in accordance with that ex-

Pe°tation of the Messianic Kingdom, and therefore no conception

Christ in His Incarnation as other than the Servant of God who

0 suffer to redeem His people. Of interest in His daily  l i f e

surroundings there is  no indication. There are no quotations



from the sayings of Jesus though the language bears more resem

blance to that of the Synoptics than do the ep istles  of Paul: 

this dependence is  however again “lex ik a lisch ” and does not go 

so far as c it in g  actual words.



2nd P e te r ,

The 2nd e p is t le  o f Peter - which is  perhaps the la te s t  

book in the New Testament -  is  in so far therefore sign ifican t.

Three points of in terest arise  in  th is connection; f ir s t ly  

that the expectation of the Coming of Jesus is  yet undimmed, 

secondly that that expectation takes the place of a l l  other refer

ences to Him, including His Death and Resurrection, and thirdly  

that for the f ir s t  and la s t  time: an episode from the gospels is  

introduced.

To deal with the last-named f ir s t ,a s  it  is  of greatest 

moment-, there are several things to observe. The text runs: "When 

we made known to you the power and Coming of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

we were not follow ing cleverly-devised legends but we had been 

eyewitnesses of His majesty. He received honour and glory from 

God the Father and out of the wcndrous glory words such as these 

we3?e conveyed to Him: This is  My Beloved Son in whom I am well 

Pleased. And we ourselves heard these words conveyed from Heaven

wken we were with Him on the holy mountain" (l^6"*^).

Obviously the Transfiguration story is  known and in the

yn°ptic form: but the noteworthy features are the type of narrative

9 and the motive for it s  appearance here. Both of these are

r° tilan sign ifican t, for the nature of the incident was exactly  
aueh ag *.

»o raise Jesus above earthly existence: to show Him as 

01orifiecj One even while He was on earth, a prelude to His 

nsi°n into Heaven. That is  to say that the one fact of Jeans’



earthly l i f e  which the writers of the ep istle s  consider worthy 

of notice is  that which has least connection with His ministry 

and harmonises most read ily  with the conception of the Exalted 

Lord. Further, the motive for i t s  mention at a l l ,  as stated by 

the author (v.16) is  even more ind icative. For it  is  as a ju s t i

fication for the assertion  that Jesus is  about to return in power 

and glory that th is  foretaste  of the same honour and glory being 

conferred on Him on earth is  narrated.

Thus the pressure of b e lie f  in the Second Advent is  the 

determining factor and only as proof of the valid ity  of that hope 

Is the l i f e  of Jesus drawn upon at a l l ,  and that at the one point 

during the account of His ministry where He has lea st relation to

His environment.

Just as in  James the Parousia embodies the interest in 

Jesus so here throughout the le t te r  the references to Him are as 

of the Coming One. In reply to those who doubt the certainty of 

Last Day He brings assurance of i t s  in ev ita b ility  (3 ^). Its  

^lay i s only to give a l l  possible opportunities for repentance
(g9 X

, 'the fact that scoffers are active is  sure proof (3^). The

y win come lik e  a th ie f  and the earth and a l l  i t s  works w ill
Vanish r*;1 0 \ ™)• Therefore since a ll  things are on the verge of

°Iution they ought to l iv e  uprightly (3 ^ ) ,  for in accordance
with Hiq

promise they expect new heavens and a new earth in which
§̂ht 13

®°usness dwells (3 ). There w ill be the fu ll  knowledge of

8 Christ ( i 8 2 2 0  318) when the Day dawns and the Morning Star
îSQg ^

men!a hearts ( l19) and they become sharers in the divine
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4
natu re  (1  ) •

Redemption by the Death and Resurrection of Jesus has even 

lost i t s  importance ( c f .2 -̂) and we find salvation centred round 

His awaited appearance* This appearance and their triumphant 

admission into the eternal Kingdom of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus 

Christ has become the content of faith> the yearned for salvation, 

and the object of a l l  their hopes and in terests as ;well as the 

fulfilment of prophecy*  ̂ .

Jude.

So in the e p is t le  of Jude there is  no allusion to Christ’s 

life or death but d efin ite  reference;- to His Coming (v.21) in  

Judgement on the Great Day (v .6 ) where they sh all stand in the 

j Presence of His glory free from blemish and exultant (24) and 

eventually enjoy eternal l i f e  (2 1 ).

Philemon c o n ta in s  n e ith e r  b iograp h y  nor e s c h a to lo g y .



121 .

John.

As i t  has been recognised (I.C.G. XXXVIII - LII) that not 

one but many heresies are combated in th is ep istle  i t  would be 

unreasonable to emphasise unduly the importance of i t s  anti- 

Docetic teaching. It is  in  any case not the narrower form of 

the doctrine, denying the actual humanity of Jesus that is  attacked, 

so much as th eir  general denial that the Christ could become man. 

For if the former were admitted to be the opposing claim we should 

Qxpect as the best rejoinder characteristics and personal tra its  

°f Jesus to a ttest his f u l l  manhood: on the other hand, the more 

general form of the heresy would require l i t t l e  more than repeated 

affirmation that the Christ did in fact become flesh .

It is th is la tte r  in terest that appears to be supreme;

®°re the assertion o f fa ith  that the Son of God was made man and 

fch&t the man Jesus was the Son of God. iiVe therefore expect inter

polation and not biography and i t  is  that which the author offers, 

the writer was the evangelist the to ta l lack of gospel references 

Îd be surprising though not altogether out of harmony with the 

^ctrinal nature of his m aterial, but since this is doubtful and 

933 ^ e  writer wishes to pass for the apostle, the opening 

ay be taken quite generally and not with a h istorica l



This current knowledge which he claims to be the basis 

of faith i s ,  to judge from the tone of the e p is t le , largely  

dogmatic and quite in  keeping with the point of view which has 

been found prevalent in  the other New Testament writings.

It concerned the eternal nature of Christ ( l 2 

its manifestation in Jesus ( l 2 38  42 520); His Baptism (56); that 

Ho died for men’s sins (I 7 2 2 *1 2  3 s 3 I 6 49.10.14 ^ a t  H0 ig

&ow interceding for them with the Father (2^). But clearly these 

ore merely a background for the fellowship with Christ which they 

now enjoy (X3 31 4  520), with i t s  promise of eternal l i f e  (225  315  

& and this is  gained as much by eth ica l conduct as by b e lie f  

the name of the Son (323 5^3 ). Such behaviour is based some

times on God’s love to us (4 ^), sometimes on the l i f e  that Jesus
lived / 96  \

;• But since God and Jesus and Christ are used as synonyms 

is d iff icui t  to place any reliance on such a phrase as denoting 

ôwleigQ and evaluation of h isto r ica l fa c t. So with the attributes | j  

rlglrt90U3" (21- 89) and "pure" (33 ). jj

Even th e  bare f a c t  o f  t h e ir  ransom by th e  d ea th  o f  Jesus !;
Ĥich i o t d.n

3 almost a ll/H is  l i f e  on earth that is  considered "knowledge"

ace to the present consciousness of union soon to be

904 f^ ll .  That they are already God’s children they know, |
but th

ab they are to be something more is  a lso  certain, though
it  a |i

s th ey  ca n n o t y e t  s a y .  A ll th e y  know is  that when Christ
^p03jei p

S h a l l  be like Him and shall see Him as He is  (3 ) and

3 fa r  o ff . The signs are in their midst, witness the



presence of A ntichrists (2 *̂8  4 )• But the darkness is passing
0

away and the true lig h t  is  already shining (2  ); the world also

18with its  desires i s  fading (2*^). I t  is  the la s t  time (2 ) and

therefore they are exhorted to abide in Christ that when He sh all

appear they may have confidence and not shrink in shame from Him,

at His coming (228). Their love w ill  be shown to be perfect i f

1*7they can stand fea r less  before the Judgement (4 ). Jesus’ work

on earth was to be a propitiation  made by God but their eyes were

not turned back upon that except in thanksgiving: their joy lay

before them in the knowledge that His perfect revelation was at 

hand.

Nevertheless i t  i s  noticeable that in th is ep istle  the 

idea of a present Christ seems to be almost as prominent as the 

a a .t  to come (or. 2 1 8  2 1 7  2 2 8  3 2  4 1 7  with 2 1 3  31 4  513). In 

Panl this contradiction was also v is ib le : l i f e  en Christo was 

a guarantee of the l i f e  eternal i f  not i t s  equivalent.

Thia in tr o d u c t io n  o f  th e  more m y s t ic a l  a s p e c t  o f th e  f a i t h  

bound to  follow on th e  d isa p p o in tm en t o f  th e  e s c h a to .lo g ic a l  

'“Ws.As the P a ro u sia  f a i l e d  to  ta k e  p l a c e ,  a ttem p ts  were made to  

Sttl>atltute a more s p i r i t u a l i s e d  a l l e g o r i c a l  c o n c e p tio n  o f  th e  

^  and Judgement. The Lord i s  a lr e a d y  p r e se n t  to  th o se  who hay#  

talth- The g rea t Day when O h r ist  sh o u ld  appear was a lr e a d y  th e r e

l® fteir experience.

This tendency in  Paul, more openly expressed here in John, 

^ t h e l e s s  at th is  time not su ffic ien tly  strong to displace



Acts.

The investigation  of Acts, i f  not the most fr u itfu l  

Among the New Testament writings is  perhaps the most in terestin g .

On many occasions in perusal of the e p is t le s , with th e ir  to ta l 

lack of reference to the h isto r ica l Jesus as other than a theologi

cally s ign ifican t fact, the thought must have arisen that th is  

absence of a llu sion  must surely be in  some way connected with lack 

of knowledge. The Chris to log ica l barrenness of James and 2nd 

Peter must surely be explained by ignorance of any d e ta il con

cerning Jesus. I f  that was the case -  for which there is  no evidence 

since the gospels reached their  completed form before the la ter  

epistles were written - a sim ilar argument cannot be employed with 

respect to Acts.

There appears to be no adequate reason for doubting the 

opening statement which claims the same authorship for the gospel 

Luke and for th is book. The la tter  is  a continuation of the 

gospel and carries on the narrative after the death of Jesus, 

difference there is  l ie s  in the sty le: in Acts the writer 

a freer hand, he is  not so bound to a pre-existent framework 

°* finished m aterial. It is  therefore more litera ry  in i t s  nature:

*•0. the author is  not so much here a co llector as a producer.

But th is d istin ction  does not rob of i t s  sign ificance the 

kot that here we d e fin ite ly  know that the writer was aware of

^  whole Lucan m aterial, that he had himself given i t  i t s  form.

If th ere fo re  t h e r e  i s  any p a r t  o f  th e  New T esta m en t w here d i r e c t



allusions to gospel incidents should be frequent and prominent 

it  is  here. Nor does the nature of the topic invalidate th is  

expectation, since the sim ilarity  of much of the narrative (e .g . 

the m iracles) would normally inv ite  comparisons, the substance 

of the sermons being concerned with Jesus would presumably refer  

back to the Nazareth m inistry, scattered throughout would occur 

sayings and events from the l i f e  in G alilee: the Lord's attitude  

to the various questions that arose, pious reco llection s of His 

personal habits and the lik e . These, even some of them, we are 

entitled to look for as natural and f i t t in g  in a book i/diich 

I professes to be the account of the spreading of the influence of 

I that same Jesus throughout the world, the proclamation of His 

I significance, and that from the same hand as was responsible for 

I His biography.

I Yet i t  is  clear from the very f ir s t  that that proclaiming

jsf Sis work consisted on principle and in essence in something 

lastly d ifferen t. (The sermons are probably free ly  composed by 

pke on the basis of what was actually the framework and substance 

p*8e reproduced are obviously too short to be records and too 

pBppehensive to be excerpts.) The subject of the Kerugma of Acts 

, p elsewhere throughout the New Testament is the risen Lord: i t  

r* fcbe Son of God, the Christ, the Name of Jesus.

In th is &v<yM\ ’I fy i< r T ® 0 is  to be found the object of 

^ h; i t  is  the subject of confession, the aim of baptism, the 

Stance of teaching. Not Jesus in His earthly habit but in



His present glory is  once more the centre of in terest : just as 

once more the knowledge of His greater might that is  to come 

diverts attention  from what is  past.

The Resurrection is  not so much the pivot round which 

the whole existence of Jesus turns, as the beginning of His r igh t

ful power and the pledge of the majestic reign which is about to

commence. God had made th is Jesus whom the Jews crucified to be
36

both Lord and Messiah (2 ). Not so much that He had been cruci

fied as that He was now the Christ, and that as they had seen Him 

taken up into Heaven so they would see Him come again (l^ *).

It is  b e lie f  in the absolute certainty of the Christhood 

®f Jesus that is the mainspring of the early Christian preaching 

reproduced in Acts. The "fascination exerted by the moral 

jtoauty of the character and teaching of Jesus" is  not the subject 

the new relig ion  but that as the Christ He had suffered as was 

fradieted by the prophets: He had come unto His own and they had 

fcceived Him not. And as He had fu lf i l le d  the Messianic prophecies 

p  earth so He would complete the ta le  of predestination by return- 

in power and might.

In the Crucifixion they had witnessed the climax of the 

of the people: but with the Resurrection the new age began. 

^  for them was the beginning of h istory, not the years that 

^before i t :  th is was the history of their salvation . He had 

{» He had been amongst them, He had been carried up before 

eyes, and from beside the throne of grace, as Son of Man



upon tli© right hand of God, He had poured out His Sp irit upon

them at Pentecost: these were wondrous happenings hut more wondrous

s t i l l  were to come. The Holy Ghost descending upon them, the

ecstasy and miracle of that experience had f i l l e d  their hearts and

their minds with hope and assurance that their redemption was at

hand. They were a fire  with expectation: the end of the world was

ttpon them: they were liv in g  in the midst of ra eVjfaYd.

It had a l l  happened as the prophets had foretold: He who

las despised and rejected, the Man of Sorrows, whom they had hanged

ion a tree, whom God had on the third day raised again, now sat at

jBia right hand. And the prophets would not f a i l  them now, for

Joien as they had been inspired to predict the things that they

I themselves had seen, so their words that the Son of Man would come

W the clouds of Heaven were about to be ju s tif ie d  in lik e  manner.
1 (32 0 .2 1  p
1 ). Then the dead should r ise  (4 ) and receive justice  for

pQir merits or sins (10^ ) and a l l  who were counted worthy should 

pare in the Kingdom at Jerusalem (1515“ 8̂ ).

1 Afire with th is  expectation, and driven by the knowledge

>pita imminence, they urge their gospel upon Jews and G entiles, 

pe it  is not a bare proclamation of the Advent: there is  a moral 

■̂ pfcent involving repentance, but for that morality as well as for 

p  ioctrine the sanction and the urge is  the Parousia. Only under 

p shadow of the Day could the gospel have been preached with such 

Iwr and vehemence.

I If the substance of early preaching had been merely the



e t h i c s  o f  th e  L o g ia  -  t h e r e  i s  o n ly  one s a y in g  q u o te d  in  A c ts
■zc

20 and t h i s  i s  n o t fo u n d  in  th e  g o s p e ls  -  t h e r e  w o u ld  i n  a l l  

p o s s i b i l i t y  h a v e  b een  no o p p o s i t io n  from  th e  t o l e r a n t  f a c t i o n  

©f J u d a ism . The e x p la n a t io n  o f  t h e  ban o n  C h r is t ia n  p r e a c h in g  

by th e  S a d d u cees  (A c ts  4 )  was t h a t  t o  t h e s e  r a t i o n a l i s t i c  m o d er a te s
A T I

th e e x c it e m e n t  and tu r b u le n c e  cau sed  among t h e  com m onalty (2  ) b y

the p r o c la m a t io n  o f  an  im p en d in g  ju d gem en t and a g e n e r a l  r e s u r r e c 

t io n  (4 ^ ) was anathem a (2 3 6

Had t h e  a p o s t l e s  c o n te n te d  th e m s e lv e s  w it h  com m ending  

C hrist a s  He l i v e d  no one w ou ld  p erh ap s h a v e  m inded: ev en  as  th e  

, Ifessiah  who had b een  don e to  d e a th  He w ould  n o t h a v e  b een  more 

than a p a s s in g  i n t e r e s t  and th e  a u t h o r i t i e s  w ould n o t  h a v e  i n t e r -  

1 to red . But t h a t  t h e s e  f a n a t i c a l  f o l l o w e r s  o f  H is sh o u ld  a r o u s e  

I the p e o p le  t o  a p i t c h  o f  e x c it e m e n t  by p r o c la im in g  H is s p e e d y  

Itoturn was a d e q u a te  ground f o r  in t e r v e n t i o n .

I Thus th e  m ost s t r i k i n g  g u a r a n te e  f o r  th e  f a c t  th a t  e s c h a -

ltoiogy was t h a t  s i d e  o f  th e  e a r ly  p r e a c h in g  t h a t  a p p e a le d  m ost and  

I M e th e  g r e a t e s t  im p r e s s io n  i s  j u s t  th e  h o s t i l i t y  o f  th e  o r g a n is e d  

Ht*a. i n no o th e r  way can we e x p la in  t h e i r  c h a rg e  t h a t  th e  d i s c i p l e s  

pahed t o  “ ch an ge th e  cu stom s w h ich  Moses d e l iv e r e d "  ( 6 * ^ ) .  For 

p ^ e  was n o t  enough d iv e r g e n c e  i n  th e  m o r a l i t y ,  nor .enough d a n g er  

p th e  d o c t r in e  o f  th e  C r u c i f ie d  and R ise n  J e s u s  to  m e r it  t h e i r

o f  th e  cu stom s o f  M oses, b u t i f  th e  s t a b i l i t y  o f  th e  w h o le  

^ I t ie a l  and s o c i a l  f a b r ic  was in  je o p a r d y  th ro u g h  t h e s e  w i ld  

p i ic t io n s  o f  th e  a p p ro a c h in g  end o f  a l l  t i l in g s ,  th e n  t h a t  p r e a c h in g  

I * be s u p p r e s s e d . I t  was j u s t  t h i s  th a t  b ro u g h t ab ou t th e  a r r e s t



6 21 
Of P a u l (23  2 4  ) .

The Kerugma a s  r e p r o d u c e d  i n  A c ts  i s  o b v io u s ly  n o t  m e r e ly

th e  s im p le  s ta te m e n t  t h a t  t h e  L o rd ’ s com ing i s  a t  hand: we h a v e

seen  t h a t  th e  p a s t  M e s s ia h s h ip  o f  J e s u s  a l s o  p la y e d  a p a r t .  But

th e p o s i t i o n  may be e x p la in e d  th u s :  i n  ig n o r a n c e  t h e  Jew s had

c r u c i f i e d  J e s u s ,  n o t  kn ow in g  t h a t  He was th e  C h r is t  ( 3 I 4 ) .  B ut

*11 men knew t h a t  D av id  had p r e d ic t e d  H is  r i s i n g  a g a in :  th e  b on ds

of d e a th  c o u ld  h ave  no power o v e r  Him: He c o u ld  n o t  r em a in  i n  th e

grave f o r s a k e n ,  n o r  c o u ld  Hi3 body u n d ergo  d e c a y . T h e r e fo r e  He
29 —32must r i s e  a g a in ,  and in d e e d  th e y  had s e e n  Him (2  ) .  By H is

, appearances a f t e r  d e a th  and by H is a s c e n s io n  He had p ro v ed  H im s e lf  

I to be th e  A n o in te d  o f  Cod (2^ 4 1 ^ * ) .  H is s u f f e r i n g s  and d e a th  had  

1 boon f o r e t o l d  by th e  p r o p h e ts  and had b een  o r d a in e d  by Cod (2 ^ 3 ) .  

iBut to  r e j e c t  and k i l l  th e  M ess ia h  was a m o n stro u s s i n  and God 

Would v i s i t  i n  H is w ra th  t h o s e  who had b een  g u i l t y . ( 2 3 3 ) .

1 That same J e s u s  w ould come a g a in  ( 1 ^  3 ^ )  on th e  a p p o in te d

1% and ju d g e  th e  w o r ld  (1 7 3^)« That day was a t  h a n d , f o r  had n ot  

Ifca S p ir i t  b een  pou red  o u t upon a l l  n a t io n s  on P e n t e c o s t  a s  th e  

Ifeophet J o e l  had f o r e t o l d  a s  a s i g n  o f  th e  end o f  a l l  t h in g s  (2 * ^ )..

one hope rem a in ed  o f  s a l v a t i o n  from  th e  d i v i n e  v e n g e a n c e :  

pat to o  had  b een  in d ic a t e d  by th e  s e l f - s a m e  p r o p h e t (2 2 i ) ,  n am ely  

pat th ey  sh o u ld  c a l l  on th e  name o f  th e  Lord ( c f .  J o e l  2 2 8 "3 2 ) .  

r  th ere fo re  th e y  r e p e n te d  and w ere b a p t i s e d  in  th e  name o f  J e s u s  

^iat (2 3® ), b e l i e v e d  t h a t  He was th e  M ess ia h  and t h a t  b y  H is d e a th  

redeem ed them , th e n  t h e i r  s i n  was f o r g iv e n  and t h e y  c o u ld  f a c e



19th e  ju d gem en t t h a t  was upon them  w ith o u t  f e a r  (3  ) .  r,The g o s p e l

in  th e  e a r l i e s t  p r e a c h in g  o f  t h e  a p o s t l e s  i s  above a l l  th e  Good 

T id in g s  o f  th e  p d s s i b i l i t y  o f  e s c a p e  from  th e  w rath  t o  come" (D ew ick  

2 3 9 ) .

T hat t h e r e  was b e s id e  t h i s  p r im i t iv e  t h e o lo g y  an e t h i c a l  

u n d e r to n e , w h ich  grew  s tr o n g e r  a s  th e  P arou s ia  r e c e d e d  from  p o s s i 

b i l i t y  and e v en  in  th e  e p i s t l e s  i s  s t r o n g e r  th a n  i n  t h i s  r e c o r d  o f  

the e a r l i e s t  p r e a c h in g , h as b een  p erh a p s t h e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  C h r i s t ia n 

i t y .  For h o w ever  c o n d it io n e d  th e  r ig h t e o u s n a s s  o f  t h e s e  f i r s t  

eon verts was by cru d e b e l i e f s  i t  was a t  l e a s t  r ig h t e o u s :  t h e r e  

| iere no d o u b ts  as t o  th e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  l i v i n g  a m ora l l i f e ,  and 

I that o f  th e  m ost e x a c t i n g  t y p e ,  th o u g h  in  th e  h e a t  o f  th e  moment 

l i t  s u f f e r e d  from  t o o  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n .  But when much o f  t h e  p r im i t iv e  

I outlook had b een  s u p p la n te d  by a more a d e q u a te  d o g m a t ic s ,  th e  a t t i -  

JttdQ t o  p r a c t i c a l  l i f e  and i t s  r e s u l t s  upon c h a r a c t e r  rem a in ed  as  

jthe most c o n s ta n t  w i t n e s s  t o  th e  e f f i c a c y  and t r u t h  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n

U it h .

1 At t h i s  e a r l y  t im e  h ow ever " s a lv a t io n "  from  s i n  was n o t  s o

Uucji a m a tte r  o f  m oral re fo rm  as c e r t a i n  b e l i e f s  w h ich  w ou ld  s a v e  

p® in d iv id u a l  from  th e  j u s t  p e n a lt y  t h a t  h i s  r a c e  had in c u r r e d  

p  denying th e  C h r is t  and t h a t  he h i m s e l f  by h i s  o r d in a r y  s i n f u l  

pQ would b r in g  upon h i m s e l f ,  ( c f .  2 ^ ) .

J e s u s  th e n  was th e  M ess ia h , r a i s e d  up by God and a t  t h a t  

*1* moment s e a t e d  a t  God*s r i g h t  hand: i f  th e y  r e p e n te d  He w ould  

pgive them t h e i r  s i n s  (5 3 ^ ) and g iv e  them H is  S p i r i t  t o  p r o t e c t



them a g a i n s t  th e  t r i b u l a t i o n s  th r o u g h  w h ic h  t h e y  m u st p a s s  b e f o r e
22

th e y  m ig h t e n t e r  t h e  Kingdom (14  ) .  O nly th r o u g h  b e l i e f  i n  Him

and H i3 power was t h e t e  any hope o f  e s c a p e  from  th e  w r a th  t h a t

th r e a te n e d  them , and  e v e r y  s o u l  w h ich  w ou ld  n o t h e a r  t h a t  m essa g e
23would be d e s t r o y e d  (3  ) .  I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  i n  th e  l a t e r

c h a p ter s  o f  A c ts  t h e  w h o le  Kerugma i s  r e f e r r e d  to  s im p ly  a s  th e  

p rea ch in g  o f  th e  Kingdom o f  God ( 8 ^  19® 2 8 ^ * ^ ) .

In  v ie w  o f  t h i s  i t  i s  h a r d ly  to  be e x p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  

would be much i n t e r e s t  in  what had gone b e f o r e  th e  C r u c i f ix io n .

The e v e n t s  t h a t  l e d  up to  i t  w o u ld  c e r t a i n l y  r e c e i v e  a t t e n t i o n  

but beyond t h a t  v e r y  l i t t l e .  N a r r a t iv e s  c o n c e r n in g  Him w i l l  o n ly  

occur i f  th e y  sh e d  l i g h t  upon H is M e s s ia h s h ip  and th e  q u e s t io n  o f  

s a lv a t io n :  t r a i t s  and  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  J e s u s  r e c a l l e d  f o r  t h e i r  

bwn sa k e  sh o u ld  n o t  a p p e a r . T h is  i s  a c t u a l l y  th e  e v id e n c e  o f  th e  

book.

In  t h e  f i r s t  c h a p te r  Ju d as*  b e t r a y a l  f in d s  m e n tio n  n o t  

for i t s e l f  b u t b e c a u s e  i t s  end was a f u l f i l m e n t  o f  p ro p h ecy : th e  

o f  J e s u s  i s  d is m is s e d  su m m arily  a s  a g o in g  i n  and o u t  am ongst 

113» ttavt? £  tc<r^A&€ c fa k b e v  c<^’ s

, and l e a d in g  up to  th e  c e n t r a l  f a c t
i

He who i 3 c h o sen  t o  be th e  s u c c e s s o r  o f  Jud as i s  

Elected from  t h o s e  who had b een  w it h  J e s u s  a l l  t h a t  t im e , n o t  

S^ve in f o r m a t io n  a b o u t H is l i f e  fc^Ay^tv©* *«© ***£■ ^Atrri<py**x©s
/ op

»Vfv©o pr QaCh H is R e s u r r e c t io n  (1 ) .  I t  i s  as a

^besa o f  th e  R e s u r r e c t io n  t h a t  h e  i s  w a n ted , and o n ly  a s  a



g u a r a n te e  o f  t h a t  m ust h e  h a v e  b een  a w i t n e s s  o f  th e  l i f e .

P e t e r ! s serm on (C h a p .2 )  d i s m is s e s  J e s u s 1 m in i s t r y  on  

e a r t h  as th e  w ork o f  tt^ tvov  t*£
» e » # \  f  ' r ?

£(S  OJ*AS D o Y A p W  icotc T € p « < r c  (C*l  ( p J ^ C C O f S ,  © i s

)  ^  v > > r* I  1^  '  > t  (  «i a  »

o t  AowA © Crcdi ?v yxscw , icavcos

M Ye'c o’f t a r f  , b u t th e  c lim a x  i s  c l e a r l y  t h a t  co»<* £opc«v
)  \  ' V '  »  C \  '  > '  .  <1 \  f .  A f V  f  “*

fcOrdV fcAl  A . p t f r 6 V  © CrWS E r t ^ c ^ j  T O U T « V  T©V ©V  OJaC U

» <
CtfTAopwcoiTt, I t  i s  to  t h i s  f a c t  t h a t  th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  h i s

h ea rers i s  draw n, th e  forego in g  i s  l i t t l e  more th a n  a p r e a m b le .

R e fe r e n c e s  t o  th e  P a s s io n  a re  n a t u r a l l y  common and
13 15compared w it h  t h e  e p i s t l e s  m ore e la b o r a t e :  e . g .  3 " J e su s

whom you  d e l i v e r e d  up and d iso w n ed  i n  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  P i l a t e

when he had d e c id e d  to  l e t  him  g o . You d iso w n ed  th e  H oly and

Righteous One and a sk e d  as a fa v o u r  th e  r e l e a s e  o f  a m u rd erer” .

In H ero d ! s name i s  added . ( c f .  a l s o  2 2 3  4 1 0  1 0 3  ̂ 1 3 2*7)

The m ost co m p reh en s iv e  a c c o u n t o f  th e  G a l i l e a n  e p is o d e  
3 7 -4 3

is to  be fou n d  in  1 0  w here th e  f o l l o w i n g  s ta te m e n t  o c c u r s :

c f l l t r t  re yiv©^*v©v fV ** t«£s ’Uo& cucts,

tW a tv© fV^arpcT , u> S 9£j(pt<rev ocvjtov 

* &w©s nV«oyAic*rc °Aytw i ‘ *oi *h<̂ A&“€v

rccti \voy*evt>S rr iv ra s  t ©os w n  hora^-r£o  

'Jit© fOKi >̂tÂ ©Xeu. , Vti © ©«.os *̂ v OcOT&O .

ginning with Vs V^KHv th is is  the most biographical 

aSQ in the New Testament.

J e s u s *  m in i s t r y  i s  l o c a t e d  as e x te n d in g  th r o u g h o u t J u d e a ,



f o l l o w i n g  upon J o h n Ts m ovem ent i n  G a l i l e e .  He i s  H im se lf  d e s c r ib e d  

as a N a z a r e n e , whom God had a n o in te d  w ith  th e  H o ly  S p i r i t  and  

power -  th o u g h  w hat i n c i d e n t ,  i f  a n y , t h i s  r e f e r s  t o  i s  n o t  c l e a r .  

I t  i s  r a t h e r  an  a f f i r m a t io n  o f  H is M e s s ia n ic  i d e n t i t y  th a n  a 

r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  a h i s t o r i c  e v e n t .  He w en t ab ou t d o in g  good and 

I c u r in g  a l l  who w ere o p p r e s se d  w ith  th e  d e v i l .

I Now a p a r t  from  th e  mere s p e c i f i c a t i o n  o f  tim e  and p la c e

I and H is d e s ig n a t io n  a s  a N a z a re n e , w h ich  may o n ly  r e l a t e  Him t o  
I 5I the C h r is t ia n s  ( c f . 24' ) ,  when th e  p a s s a g e  i s  exam in ed  c l o s e l y  

i there i s  in d e e d  v ery  l i t t l e  t h a t  i s  n o t c a l l e d  in t o  b e in g  by th e  

1 demands o f  f a i t h .  For i f  n o t  th e  t o  e p y t ' r Z *  c e r t a i n l y  t h e
1 i f  .
I i s  a s much a s ig n  o f  M e s s ia n ic  pow ers a s th e

I p o sse ss io n  o f  t h a t  same f a c u l t y  in  th e  a p o s t l e s  was a  s i g n  t h a t  

1 surely  acco m p a n ied  th e  end o f  a l l  t h i n g s ,  ( c f .  4^*“^^ 4 -̂** 13" ^ )

I Such m ir a c u lo u s  m a n i f e s t a t io n s  e s p e c i a l l y  th e  d r i v i n g  ou t o f  th e  

jf lev ils , w ere b u t fo r e r u n n e r s  o f  th e  f i n a l  r o u t  o f  S a ta n . T h is  had  

jbeen r e c o g n is e d  a s  su c h  in  th e  g o s p e l s :  th e  w o rk in g  o f  w onders was 

p  sure s ig n  t h a t  th e  Kingdom o f  God was i n  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  r e a l i s a 

tion , th a t  i t  was come am ongst them .
I c 21
I In  M a tt. 1 1 °  (Luke 7 ) th e  c u r e s  a r e  r e p r e s e n te d  a s

Ifcoofs o f  M e s s ia h s h ip , w h i le  in  Luke 1 7 ^  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  th e

p ariaees r e g a r d in g  th e  Kingdom o f  God i s  r e p u ls e d  w ith  th e  w ords:

Itbe Kingdom i s  among you  a lr e a d y "  i . e .  in  th e  p e r so n  o f  J e s u s  

r Sytos = i n  you r m id s t ) .  J u s t  as t h e  T rans f i g u r a 

n t  was a to k e n  o f  com ing g lo r y ,  so  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  m ir a c le  in



t h e i r  m id st  was an e a r n e s t  o f '  th e  w onders t h a t  s h o u ld  u sh e r  i n  

Tit . That demons w ere put t o  f l i g h t  was n o t

o f  h i s t o r i c  i n t e r e s t  so  much a s  r e d e m p tiv e  and i t  i s  w ith  t h i s

p u rp ose  t h a t  i t  i 3 r e l a t e d .  Thus w hat a p p ea r s  t o  h a v e  b een  d i c t a t e d  

out o f  p u re  c o n c er n  fo r  th e  l i f e  o f  J e s u s  i s  s e e n  t o  be in c lu d e d

o n ly  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  b e a r in g  upon th e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  th e  p r e s e n t

w icked  a g e .

A l l  t h a t  rem a in s  i n  A c ts  b e a r in g  upon J e s u s 1 m in is t r y  

has th e  same m o tiv e :  He was o f  th e  s e e d  o f  D avid  (1 3 2 3 ) -  w h ich  

prophecy dem anded; He was r ig h t e o u s  (7 5 2 ) and h o ly  ( 3 ^ )  o r  th e
P7

holy S e r v a n t  (4  ) -  th e  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  th e  M e s s ia h . The c e n t r a l

fact i s  th e  R e s u r r e c t io n  t o  w h ich  th e  a p o s t l e s  a r e  w i t n e s s e s :  t h a t  

*hey w ere a ls o  w it h  Him in  H is l i f e t i m e  i s  an  e x p e r ie n c e  w h ich  i s  

to be e v a lu a t e d  i n  th e  l i g h t  o f  H is a p p ea r a n c e s  a f t e r  d e a th  ( I 2 2  

2s2 3 ^ 5  1 0 4 0 ) .  That i s  th e  fo c u s  o f  t h e i r  p r e a c h in g ,  j u s t  a s

Advent is  i t s  dynamic: within that ambit lay the question and 

toBwer to the problem of redemption, and the Galilean ministry was 

toiy sign ifican t in so far as i t  affected present needs.



1 1 1 • EXTRA CANONICAL WRITINGS.

■' D id a c h e .

I t  i s  p erh a p s n o t  t o  b e  e x p e c t e d  i n  a m o ra l and p r a c t i c a l  

t r e a t i s e  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e ,  so  e x c l u s i v e l y  c o n s i s t i n g  e i t h e r  o f  

e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  govern m en t o r  e t h i c a l  i n j u n c t i o n s ,  t h a t  a b io g r a p h i 

cal i n t e r e s t  w ou ld  be fo u n d , and i t  m ig h t be c la im e d  t h a t  i t s  

absence i n d i c a t e s  p r e c i s e l y  n o t h in g .  B e fo r e  c o n s id e r in g  t h a t  p o in t  

however i t  may be a d v i s a b le  t o  ex am in e  w hat C h r is t o lo g y  and h op e  

of th e  P a r o u s ia  i s  t o  be fo u n d .
4. 5T h is  l a t t e r  i s  h in t e d  a t  in  v a r io u s  p la c e s  (9  10 ) and

C

openly e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  post-C om m union p r a y e r  (10  ); "Let g r a c e  

come and l e t  t h i s  w o r ld  p a ss  aw ay. H osannah t o  t h e  God (S o n ) o f  

David. ( I f  an yon e  i s  h o ly  l e t  him  com e, i f  an yon e i s  n o t h o l y ,  

lot him r e p e n t . ) M aran atha, Amen." ( UK
Is c l e a r ly  e s c h a t o . l o g i c a l . -  c f .  S c h a f f  p . 197  ) But i n  t h e  l a s t  

fo&pter (1 6 )  no more c o n v in c in g  s ta te m e n t  o f  t h e  im m ed iacy  o f  

foe Advent cou ld  b e d e s i r e d :  th e  f a m i l i a r  Hew T esta m en t p h r a s in g  

Is here i n  f u l l .  T hey a re  t o l d  t o  b e  r e a d y , f o r  th e  h ou r o f  

^ i s t t s  com ing i s  any moment t o  be e x p e c t e d .  They m ust a s se m b le  

^ten and p r a y , a w a it in g  th e  a p p o in te d  s ig n s  w h ic h  w i l l  p r e c e d e  th e  

to when t h e  L ord w i l l  b e  s e e n  com ing on th e  c lo u d s  o f  H eaven .

In  l i n e  a l s o  w ith  t h e  New T esta m en t w r i t in g s  t h e r e  i s  

C orresp on d in g  la c k  o f  r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  h u m an ity  o f  J e s u s  i n  

^ h in g  b u t th e  b a r e s t  term s: He i s  th e  h o ly  v in e  o f  D a v id  and



2 6 Godf s S e r v a n t (9  ) ,  t h e  (S on  o r )  God o f  D a v id  (1 0  ) ,  th e  P ounder

o f  th e  g o s p e l  ( 1 5 ^ ) ,  and G iver  o f  commandments ( 8 ^ ) ,  b u t more

o f t e n  d i r e c t l y  in  term s o f  H is e x a l t a t i o n  as L ord ( p a s s im ) ,  a s

b e in g  p r e s e n t  w here w hat c o n c e r n s  Him i s  sp o k en  d f  (4 1 ) ,  a s  g iv in g

His name t o  th e  S a b b a th  ( 1 4 ^ ) ,  as a member o f  th e  T r i n i t y  ( 7 l ) ,  as

th e  K u r io s  o f  th e  S e p t u a g in t  (1 4 3 1 6 7 ) .  C om parable w it h  t h e  v a gu e

a l lu s io n s  to  H is h u m an ity  i s  th e  te n u o u s  S o t e r io lo g y :  th e  D e a th  and

R e s u r r e c t io n  a r e  d is r e g a r d e d  i n  fa v o u r  o f  a s a l v a t i o n  d e p e n d in g  upon

His r e v e l a t i o n  o f  k n o w led g e  and e t e r n a l  l i f e  (9 3  1 0 ^ ) .  On t h e  o th e r

hand s a y in g s  from  th e  L o g ia  a r e  q u o te d  more f u l l y  h e r e  th an  i n  any

other w r i t i n g .

Thus th e r e  i s  to  be fo u n d  a v i v i d  P a r o u s ia  e x p e c t a t io n  

coupled w it h  a n  a b se n c e  o f  d e t a i l  o f  th e  e a r t h ly  l i f e  o f  J e s u s :  a 

1 union w h ich  h a s  b een  n o te d  th r o u g h o u t th e  w r i t in g s  o f  th e  e a r ly  

1 Church. T h ere  i s  h e r e  a s e ls e w h e r e  th e  fo rw a rd  lo o k :  th e  w r i t e r  ! s 

1 in te r e s t  l i e s  i n  th e  f u t u r e  and i n  th e  p u b l i c a t io n  o f  m oral p r e c e p t s  

f i t  men f o r  th e  l i f e  t h a t  i s  t o  be u sh e r e d  i n  b y  th e  com ing  o f  

jO irist. The h i s t o r i c a l  J e s u s  t h e r e f o r e  s u f f e r s  a t  t h e  e x p e n se  o f  

C h r is t  o f  th e  P a r o u s ia .

I A m ost i n s t r u c t i v e  co m p a riso n  can  be drawn i n  t h i s  c o n -

p e t io n  b e tw een  th e  D id a c h e , d a t in g  from a b o u t 1 0 0 , and th e  A po- 

p o lic  C o n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a 4 t h  C en tu ry  p r o d u c t io n , o r i g i n a t i n g  l i k e  

p® T eaching i n  th e  E a s t .  ( c f .  The T ea ch in g  o f  th e  T w elve A p o s t le s :  

^ c o c k  and Brown p p . XLVII-LXIV • S c h a f f  2 5 9 -2 8 7 )

Book V II o f  t h i s  work c o n s i s t s  o f  an e n la r g e d  form  o f
l

didache w ith  em en d a tio n s  and m o d i f ic a t io n s  to  m eet th e  ©hanged



c ir c u m s t a n c e s .  I t  i s  t h e s e  m o d i f i c a t io n s  t h a t  a r e  o f  i n t e r e s t .

For t h o s e  p a s s a g e s  o f  th e  D idachb  w h ic h  sp e a k  o f  th e  S econ d  A dvent 

in  no u n c e r t a in  to n e  as an im m in en t e v e n t  a r e  i n  t h e  a p o s t o l i c  

C o n s t i t u t io n s  o f  n e c e s s i t y  rob b ed  o f  t h e i r  u r g e n c y . The Lord had  

not come as  had b een  e x p e c t e d  and c o n s e q u e n t ly  w h i le  th e  d o c t r in e  

rem ained  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  hope had b een  d i l u t e d .  Thus i n  th e  

p arap h rase  o f  D id . 16 (A p o s t .  C o n s t . V II 3 1 )  in s t e a d  o f  b e in g  

ex h o rted  t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  th e  com ing o f  th e  L o rd , t h e y  a r e  e n j o in e d  

to  a c t  l i k e  men who w a it  f o r  t h e i r  L o rd . The a p p e a l  i s  no lo n g e r  

d ir e c t ly  t o  th e  h e a r e r s ,  r a th e r  a r e  th e y  l ik e n e d  th r o u g h o u t to  

lie n  w hose c o n n e c t io n  w ith  them  i s  r e m o te . I n s te a d  o f  t h e i r  l i v i n g  

I ** th e  l a s t  d a y s ,  t h e y  a r e  w arned a g a in s t  g o in g  a s tr a y  i n  t h e  l a s t  

I part o f  t h e i r  l i v e s .  The c o n c lu d in g  c h a p te r  o f  th e  b ook  d w e l l s  on  

Jttoe P a r o u s ia  a s  an e v e n t  In  t h e  d i s t a n t  f u t u r e .

1 Thus th e  e s c h a t o lo g y  h as b een  m o d if ie d  b u t t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t

1 fiact i s  t h a t  w ith  t h i s  comes th e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  a f u l l e r  s o t e r i o l o g y  

lwnd more d e t a i l e d  b io g r a p h ic a l  r e f e r e n c e s .  In  A p o s t .  C o n st. 2 (D id .  

y )  th e  n a r r a t iv e  o f  Ju d as 1. b e t r a y a l  o f  J e su s  i s  m e n t io n e d . C hapter  

p  (D id . 4 ^ ) in t r o d u c e s  th e  in c id e n t  on  th e  Sea  o f  G a l i l e e  w here  

pma reb u k es  P e t e r ’ s la c k  o f  f a i t h .  Where i n s t r u c t i o n s  a r e  g iv e n  

b ap tism  (2 2 ; D id . 74 ) th e  f o l l o w i n g  b io g r a p h ic a l  a c c o u n t  a p p ea r s :  

th e  Lord when He was f i r s t  b a p t is e d  by John  and abode i n  th e  

p d e m e ss  d id  a fte r w a r d s  f a s t  f o r t y  d ays and f o r t y  n i g h t s ” , 

p s r t h e le s s  t h a t  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  b io g r a p h y  i s  n o t y e t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  

S lop ed  i s  shown by th e  u s e  t o  w h ich  t h e s e  f a c t s  a r e  p u t .  For

b a p t is e d  and th e n  f a s t e d  t h a t  He m igh t t e s t i f y  th e  t r u t h



t o  Joh n  and a f f o r d  an  exam p le  t o  u s .  W h erefore  Our Lord was n o t  

b a p t is e d  i n t o  H is  Own P a s s io n  or D ea th  or  R e s u r r e c t io n  -  f o r  non e  

o f  th o s e  t h in g s  had th e n  h ap p en ed  -  b u t f o r  a n o th e r  p u r p o s e .  . . . .  

But He who i s  t o  be i n i t i a t e d  in t o  H is D ea th  o u g h t f i r s t  t o  f a s t  

and th e n  t o  b e  b a p t i s e d ” . The f a s t i n g  and b a p tism  o f  J e s u s  a re  

t h e r e f o r e  r e l a t e d  as  a j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  r i t e s  i n  th e  C hurch.
■i

C h ap ter  23 (D id . 8  ) o f f e r s  f a i r l y  e x t e n s i v e  a c c o u n ts  o f  

the b e t r a y a l  by J u d a s ,  t h e  C r u c i f ix io n ,  and th e  R e s u r r e c t io n  -  a l l  

however i n  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  k e e p in g  f e a s t  and f a s t  d a y s .  S im i l a r l y  

also  a lo n g  summary o f  th e  work o f  C h r is t  i s  g iv e n  i n  C h ap ter  25  

1 there t h e  D id a ch e  ( 9 .  ) i s  c o n te n t  t o  r e f e r  t o  th e  " l i f e  made

I known by J e su s  Thy Son” .

1 Thus w ith  a d im in is h in g  i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  P a r o u s ia  a r i s e s

1 a v o w in g  c o n c e r n  w it h  d e t a i l s  o f  th e  earth ly  m i n i s t r y : a s  y e t  

Jaofcryonie i n  i t s  s c o p e ,  b u t n e v e r t h e l e s s  a v i s i b l e  te n d e n c y . Even  

|!*t th e  l i f e  o f  J e s u s  i s  s t i l l  o n ly  a m a tte r  o f  c o n c er n  i n  so  f a r  

p  i t  a f f e c t s  m en's l i v e s ,  b u t i n  th a t  i t  i s  now ad d u ced  i n  j u s t i -  

jila a tio n  o f  r i t u a l  a s a norm al p r a c t i c e  o f  th e  Church i t  h a s  

Pranced  a s t a g e  from  th e  p u r e ly  p e r s o n a l and d o g m a tic  schem e o f  

P & *ation . The p r e s e n c e  f u r t h e r  o f  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  Joh n  and Herod  

B®) and a l l u s i o n s  t o  t h e  t a l e s  o f  L azarus and th e  P h a r is e e s  ( 8 ) 

P & eate  th e  l i n e s  a lo n g  w h ich  i n t e r e s t  was d e v e lo p in g .



P o ly c a r p .

In  t h i s  r a t h e r  u n im p o r ta n t l e t t e r  -  p resu m a b ly  w r i t t e n  

about 150 -  t h e r e  i s  l a r g e l y  a con ven tion al t r e a tm e n t  o f  th e  l i f e  

of J e s u s .

The p h r a s e o lo g y  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  e p i s t l e s  i s  s im p ly  

a p p ro p r ia ted  and th e  t h e o l o g i c a l  fram ew ork i s  th e  s o l e  i n t e r e s t .  

A few q u o t a t io n s  from  t h e  L o g ia  a r e  in tr o d u c e d  b u t  i t  i s  p l a i n  

that th e  a p o s t l e  P a u l i s  a much more l i v i n g  p e r s o n a l i t y  i n  th e  

au th or's m ind th a n  J e s u s  ( c f . 3 )  and h i s  w ords a r e  t r e a t e d  w it h  

equal r e s p e c t .

On th e  o t h e r  hand th e  P a r o u s ia  e x p e c t a t io n  i s  n o t  

immediate: w here r e f e r e n c e  i s  made t o  th e  Second Coming i t  i s  

rather a s  p a r t  o f  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  b e l i e f  th a n  a s  a m a tte r  o f  

Present c o n c e r n . The l e t t e r  i s  c l e a r l y  w r i t t e n  in  a  t r a n s i t i o n  

Period w h ere th e  a p o s t o l i c  c o n v ic t io n  i s  g iv in g  p la c e  t o  a  more 

*Gftsured b u t s t i l l  h e s i t a n t  a p o c a lp y t i c .



B a rn a b a s.

T h ere  i s  l i t t l e  o f  n o t e  i n  t h i s  A le x a n d r ia n  e p i s t l e  

(£ ir c a  1 3 0 )  a p a r t  from  w hat h a s a lr e a d y  b e e n  o b s e r v e d . The 

w r ite r  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  th e  L a s t  Days a r e  upon h im : th e  B la c k  One
c ,

( A n t ic h r is t  -  o ) i s  ab ou t t o  a p p ea r  (C h a p .4 ) .  J u d g e 

ment w i l l  f o l l o w  f o r  th e  q u ic k  and th e  dead and C h r is t  w i l l  be  

seen " h a v in g  a s c a r l e t  r o b e  ab ou t H is bod y  down t o  H is f e e t ” and  

w ill fo u n d  H is Kingdom ( 7 ) .

The n a tu r e  and work o f  C h r is t  a r e  rep ro d u ced  i n  co n v en 

tion al term s w ith  th e  a ccu sto m ed  c L o th in g  o f  H is human e x i s t e n c e  i n  

I prophetic la n g u a g e .  H is B a p tism , H is S u f f e r in g s  and D ea th  a r e  

1 shown in  m ost o b sc u r e  f a s h io n  to  be f u l f i l m e n t s  o f  Old T esta m en t  

p is to r y  and p r o p h e c y . I t  i s  n o tew o r th y  h ow ever  t h a t  in  s p i t e  o f  

jthe i n t r i c a c y  o f  th e  a u t h o r 's  reasoning and h i s  in g e n u i t y  i n  f in d in g

I Old T estam en t i n c i d e n t s  and s a y in g s  w h ic h  h a v e  a b e a r in g  on  th e

vlUfe o f  J e s u s ,  t h e s e  a r e  o n ly  ad d u ced  w ith  r e f e r e n c e  to  th e
II

Id e o lo g ic a l c o r n e r - s t o n e s  e . g .  th e  ( f o r  t h i s  t im e  e la b o r a t e )  

inference t o  H is b e in g  o f f e r e d  g a l l  and  v in e g a r  on  th e  C ross ( 7 ) .  

Jdere i s  n o c i t a t i o n  o f  E l i j a h  a s  a p r o t o t y p e  o f  m ir a c le  w o rk in g  

r  °f f a s t i n g ,  a lth o u g h  Moses i s  in  an o b sc u r e  f a s h io n  u p h e ld  a s  

p in g  fo resh a d o w ed  th e  C ross ( 1 2 ) .  He d w e l ls  upon th e  l i v e s  o f  

p  Testam ent p a t r ia r c h s  and h e r o e s ,  r e c a l l s  i n c i d e n t a l  d e t a i l s ,  

p  N eith er d i s p l a y s  eq u a l i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  manner o f  J e s u s '  a c t i v i t y  

r M n g s  fo rw a rd  Old T esta m en t ex a m p les  o f  a n y th in g  b u t th e



d o g m a tic  s k e l e t o n .

The o n ly  p a s s a g e  w h ich  in  a  m anner o v e r s t e p s  t h i s  i s  

th e  s h o r t  r e f e r e n c e  ( 5 ) :  "M oreover t e a c h in g  I s r a e l  and d o in g  

so  g r e a t  m ir a c le s  and s ig n s  He p r e a ch ed  to  him  and g r e a t l y  

lo v e d  h im " . T h is  p r e c e d in g  a s  i t  d o e s  a r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  

c a l l i n g  o f  t h e  a p o s t l e s ,  a lm o s t  c e r t a i n l y  b orrow ed  from  M a tt, 

would im p ly  p erh a p s  t h a t  th e  above was a summary d e r iv e d  from  

kn ow ledge o f  t h e  m a t e r ia l  c o n ta in e d  i n  t h a t  g o s p e l .  The f a c t  

rem ains t h a t  i f  a s  i t  i s  c la im e d  t h e  w r i t e r  had k n o w led g e  o f  

Matthew more or l e s s  a s  i t  s ta n d s  ( c f , Cunningham LXXXV-XCII) 

lie h as n o t  th o u g h t  i t  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  im p o r ta n c e  to  in c lu d e  

a n y th in g  more th a n  a fram ew ork o f  J e s u s '  a c t i v i t y  among men.



F i r s t  C lem en t.

T h is  e p i s t l e  w h ic h  comes w i t h in  t h e  p e r io d  o f  th e  Hew 

T estam en t w r i t i n g s  -  d a t in g  from  a b o u t 95 -  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  

th a t  i t  i s  th e  f i r s t  o f  many s i m i l a r  p r o d u c t io n s  o f  L a t in  C h r is 

t i a n i t y :  t h e  s t r o n g  em p h a sis  on m o r a l i t y ,  th e  la c k  o f  s p e c u l a t i o n ,  

andtfre a b s e n c e  o f  m y s t i c a l  c o n c e p ts  b r in g  i t  c l o s e r  t o  th e  e p i s t l e  

of Jam es th a n  any o th e r  i n  th e  ca n o n . As t h e r e  was i n  Jam es a  

s tr o n g  J e w ish  f la v o u r  s o  i s  t h e r e  h e r e  an  i n t e n s e  p r e o c c u p a t io n  

w ith Old T esta m en t S c r ip t u r e .  Exam ples o f  f a i t h ,  h u m i l i t y ,  

lo v e , h a t r e d ,  a r e  ta k en  w ith o u t  e x c e p t io n  from  th e  n a r r a t iv e s  

of I s r a e l ,  w it h  o n  one o c c a s io n  a p r o lo n g a t io n  i n t o  th e  l i v e s  • 

of th e  e a r l y  w o r t h ie s  o f  t h e  C hurch.

T h is  s t r o n g  H e b r a ic  back grou n d  i s  t o  be o b s e r v e d  In  

the tr e a tm e n t  m eted o u t t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  d e t a i l  o f  t h e  s y n o p t ic s :  

for where J e s u s  i s  n o t s im p ly  a d o c t r i n a l  form u la: He i s  th e  

fu lf ilm e n t o f  Old T esta m en t p ro p h ecy  and n o t h in g  m ore. "The b lo o d  

of C h rist was sh ed  f o r  our s a lv a t io n "  ( 7 . 2 1 ) ,  "H is f l e s h  f o r  our  

flash and H is s o u l  f o r  our s o u ls "  ( 4 9 ) .  " A cco rd in g  t o  th e  f l e s h  

was d e sc e n d e d  from  Jacob "  (3 2 )  and H is R e s u r r e c t io n  i s  an  

*8ta b li3 h e d  f a c t  ( 4 2 ) .  Beyond t h i s  t h e r e  i s  n o t h in g  r e c o r d e d  

in  th e  s o l e  p a s s a g e  (1 6 )  w here th e  e a r t h ly  l i f e  o f  J e s u s  i s  

^ I t  w ith  a t  any l e n g t h  th e  d e s c r i p t i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  C h ap ter  53 

0f Isa ia h  and P sa lm  2 2  v v . 6 - 8 . I t  i s  n o t s u r p r i s i n g  t h e r e f o r e  

^  the a c c o u n t o f  t h e  S u f f e r in g s  i s  in tr o d u c e d  a s  t h o s e  o f  th e



1 5 3 .

S c e p tr e  o f  t h e  M a je s ty  o f  God.

T here i s  o b v io u s ly  n o t  a v e s t i g e  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  

h i s t o r i c  m in i s t r y  b u t  an in t e n s e  i n t e r e s t  i n  J e w is h  p r o p h e c y .

A f u r t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  w r i t e r ' s  p o in t  o f  v ie w  i s  t h a t  

im m e d ia te ly  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  e x c e r p ts  from  I s a i a h  w h ic h  w ere d e s ig n e d  

t o  show  how th e  Lord hum bled H im s e lf ,  h e  g i v e s  a l i s t  o f  t h o s e  

who h a v e  th e m s e lv e s  e x e m p l i f i e d  t h e  g r a c e  o f  h u m i l i t y ,  in c lu d in g  

among them D a v id , J o b , and M o ses . That i s  t o  sa y  h o w ev er  much 

he may r e c o g n i s e  t h e  e a r t h ly  e x i s t e n c e  o f  J e s u s ,  when c h a r a c t e r -  

‘ i s t i c  ex a m p les  o f  C h r is t ia n  v i r t u e s  a r e  so u g h t h e  f i n d s  them  among 

the Old T esta m en t h e r o e s ,  b u t w h e r ev e r  J e s u s  i s  c o n c er n e d  He 

becomes t h e  M ess ia h  o f  p ro p h ecy  and i s  r e g a r d e d  as  e x i s t i n g  on  a  

d if f e r e n t  p la n e .

When t h e  d e a th  o f  u p r ig h t  men th ro u g h  t h e  en m ity  and  

Jealou sy  o f  o t h e r s  i s  h i s  s u b j e c t  ( 5 .4 5 )  t h e  d r a m a tis  p e r so n a e  

are men o f  I s r a e l :  h e  was w r i t i n g  t o  men who u n d e r s to o d  w e l l  

the sa c r e d  s c r i p t u r e s  (5 3 )  and as s u c h  th e y  knew t h a t  th e  J e s u s  

*ho had come was th e  M ess ia h  and t h a t  a l l  t h a t  was o f  any co n 

sequence i n  H is  l i f e  was w hat had b e e n  f o r e t o l d  by th e  p r o p h e t s .

hu m bling  o f  H im s e lf  had n o t  a l t e r e d  H is p o s i t i o n  in  th e  

scheme o f  s a l v a t i o n ,  He was "High P r i e s t  and P r o te c to r "  (5 8 )  

tather th a n  H e a le r  and M a ster .

He i s  in  t h e  e y e s  o f  C lem ent t o  b e  m en tio n ed  t o g e t h e r  

^ h  th e  name o f  God -  a t  t im e s  synonym ous w ith  Him ( 2 . 1 9 ) .

we n o t  on e God and One C h r is t  and we a r e  members o f  C h r is t  (4 6 ) '.



I t  was a s  t h e  " f lo c k  o f  C h r is t"  ( 5 4 ) ,  t h e  " e l e c t  th r o u g h  C h r is t"  

( 5 8 ) ,  t h a t  th e  g r o w in g  Church was r e g a r d in g  i t s e l f .  P a u l ' s  

€v h a s becom e a m e c h a n ic a l p h r a se  and th e r e  i s  non e o f

th e  d e e p  r e l i g i o u s  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  u n io n  w it h  t h e  R ise n  L o rd , 

bu t i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  th e  C h r is t  o f  t h i s  e p i s t l e  i s  a lw a y s  th e  

e x a l t e d  J e s u s  and  much l e s s  th a n  i n  P a u l i s  t h e r e  a r e f e r e n c e  

back  t o  H is human e x i s t e n c e .

I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  a l l  th e  more s t r i k i n g  t o  f i n d  v e r b a t im

q u o ta t io n s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  th e  Lord J e s u s  C h r is t  ( 1 3 . 2 7 . 4 6 . ) .

That t h e s e  a r e  r e g a r d e d  o f  suprem e im p o rta n c e  i s  o b v io u s  from

the c o n t e x t ,  from  t h e i r  fr e q u e n c y , and from  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  p la c e d

upon th em . H is  w ords e q u a l i n  im p o r ta n c e  th e  p ron ou n cem en ts o f  
c /
i  r f an -  "L et Him who h as lo v e  i n  C h r is t  k e e p

the commandments o f  C h r is t"  ( 4 9 ) .

Thus i t  a p p ea rs  t h a t  th e  w r i t e r ' s  i n t e r e s t  c e n t r e s  

round w hat J e s u s  was r a t h e r  th a n  w hat He d id .  A c t u a l ly  t h i s  i s  

la r g e ly  t r u e :  a s  th e  Lord J e s u s  C h r is t  He c o u ld  l e a v e  command**- 

meats b u t by t h e  same to k e n  a l l  o f  co n seq u en ce  t h a t  He d id  was 

*hat b o re  upon m en 's  s a l v a t i o n .  For t h a t  s a l v a t i o n  was a s  much 

tound up w i t h  r ig h t e o u s  l i v i n g  on t h e i r  p a r t  a s  w ith  th e  s a c r i f i c e  

^ C h r ist: t h e r e f o r e  w hat w as o f  moment t o  them  was t h a t  th e y  

8bouid h a v e  g u id a n c e  f o r  t h e i r  l i v e s  a s  w e l l  a s  an e f f e c t i v e  

|^ d em en t. B o th  a r e  from  th e  Lord J e s u s  and b o th  o f  e q u a l v a lu e *  

S o v th e  e t h i c a l  p r e c e p t s  o b t a in  a p la c e  i n  t h e  e p i s t l e  

^  th e  r e d e m p tiv e  d e a th  and t h a t  f o r  th e  same r e a s o n  a s



e x c lu d e s  any m e n t io n  o f  th e  e a r t h l y  l i f e .  What He d id  was n o t  

what m a tte r e d  b u t w hat He d id  f o r  th em . I t  i s  o f  much more 

i n t e r e s t  t o  C lem ent to  r e p e a t  w hat P a u l s a id  ab o u t th e  C h r is t  

th an  t o  r e l a t e  w hat h ap p en ed  i n  J u d e a . He had sh e d  H is  b lo o d  

fo r  th em , had l e f t  them  i n j u n c t i o n s ,  and now t h e y  w ere i n  o b e d ie n c e  

to  t h e s e  a w a it in g  th e  f i n a l  a c t .  "Soon and s u d d e n ly  s h a l l  H is  

w i l l  be a c c o m p lis h e d , s c r i p t u r e  h a s  p ro m ised  i t ;  !The L ord s h a l l  

su d d en ly  come t o  H is  T em p le , ev en  t h e  H oly  One f o r  whom y e  lo o k * ” 

( 2 3 ) .  E ven  in  th e  p h o e n ix  we o b s e r v e  a r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  how th e n  

can we d o u b t t h a t  we t o o  s h a l l  e x p e r ie n c e  i t  ( 2 4 - 2 6 ) .  L et us 

th e r e fo r e  l i v e  s o b e r ly  and r i g h t e o u s l y  t h a t  we may b e p r o t e c t e d  

from t h e  ju d g em en ts  t o  come ( 2 8 ) .  The w a rn in g  h as b e e n  g iv e n  t o  

us o f  o ld :  " B eh old  t h e  L ord com eth  and H is  rew ard  i s  b e f o r e  H is  

fa ee , t o  r e n d e r  t o  e v e r y  man a c c o r d in g  to  h i s  work" I s a i a h  4 0 ^ .  

"Therefore l e t  u s  c ry  t o  Him e a r n e s t l y  t h a t  we may b e  made 

I partakers o f  H is  g r e a t  and g lo r io u s  p ro m ise s"  ( 3 4 ) .

1 How ca n  we d e s c r ib e  th e  rew ards t h a t  a w a it  th e  f a i t h f u l

l*ho do th e  w i l l  o f  God? (3 5 )  "By t h i s  means we f in d  our S a v io u r  

Ueaus C h r is t  th e  H igh  P r i e s t  o f  a l l  ou r o f f e r i n g s ,  th e  D e fen d e r  

h e lp e r  o f  o u r  i n f i r m i t y .  By Him we lo o k  up to  t h e  h e ig h t s  

•° H eaven. By Him we b e h o ld  a s  in  a g l a s s  H is im m a cu la te  and  

post e x c e l l e n t  v i s a g e .  By Him a r e  t h e  e y e s  o f  o u r  h e a r t s  o p e n e d ,  

n  Him our f o o l i s h  and d ark en ed  u n d e r s ta n d in g  r e j o i c e s  t o  b e h o ld  

pew His m a r v e llo u s  l i g h t "  ( 3 6 ) .  At th e  v i s i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  Kingdom  

r  Christ ( 5 0 ) ,  t h a t  Kingdom w h ic h  th e  a p o s t l e s  ta u g h t  was a t



hand ( 4 2 ) ,  t h e  g o d ly  o f  a l l  a g e s  w ou ld  be rew a r d e d , l e t  them  

bew are l e s t  th ro u g h  p r id e  t h e y  be c a s t  o u t  from  t h a t  h op e  ( 5 7 ) .

H ere th e n  i s  t h e  em p h a sis  and th e  e x p la n a t io n  o f  th e  

w r i t e r ' s  a p a th y  to w a r d s  b io g r p h ie a l  d e t a i l :  t h e  k ingdom  o f  th e  

f u t u r e  i s  th e  p ro p er  sp h e r e  f o r  t h e  M e s s ia h , i t  i s  a s  E u le r  and  

Judge o f  t h a t  t h a t  he r e g a r d s  Him. I t  i s  im p a s s ib le  f o r  him  t o  

n a r r a te  f o r  t h e i r  own sa k e  e p is o d e s  from  th e  h u m i l ia t io n  t h a t  

found i t s  o n ly  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  on t h e  C r o ss .



S econ d  Clem ent;.

L ig h t f o o t  (1 1 * 1 9 1 )  ju d g es  t h i s  h o m ily  t o  be s p u r io u s  

b u t d a t e s  i t  b e tw e en  th e  b e g in n in g  and m id d le  o f  th e  2 nd c e n tu r y  

(v .  a l s o  D ib e l iu s  I I  5 8 ) .  In  to n e  i t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  e a r l y  and  

b e tr a y s  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  p r im i t iv e  J e w is h - C h r is t ia n  th o u g h t  

in  s p i t e  o f  i t s  G reek t e n d e n c i e s .

The p o in t  o f  v ie w  o f  th e  a u th o r  i s  d e te r m in e d  i n  th e  

f i r s t  s e n t e n c e :  " B r e th r e n , y e  s h o u ld  t h in k  o f  J e s u s  C h r is t  a s  

o f God". C o n se q u e n tly  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  d i s t i n c t i v e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  

Him a s  Godrs Son, much l e s s  t o  H is human e x i s t e n c e .  When He 

became f l e s h  ( 9 . 1 4 ) ,  and s u f f e r e d  ( 1 ) ,  i t  was a s  God t h a t  He 

c a l le d  u s  i n t o  l i f e  and so  sa v e d  us ( 3 ) .  Our t a s k  i s  t o  k e e p  

His commandments th a t  t h a t  l i f e  may becom e e t e r n a l .  The w r i t e r  

quotes f r e e l y  from  th e  L o g ia ,  a t t r i b u t i n g  t o  them t h e  im p o r ta n c e  

be g iv e s  t o  t h e  s a y in g s  o f  th e  p r o p h e t s ,  and on o c c a s io n  r e g a r d s  

them as th e  w ords o f  God H im se lf  ( 1 3 ) .

1 . In  C h ap .5 th e r e  i s  q u o te d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  f o r  s y n o p t ic

1 B brm geschichte, a c o n v e r s a t io n  b e tw een  P e te r  and J e s u s  w h ic h  i s  

Uot r e c o r d e d  i n  o u r  g o s p e l s .  The s a y in g s  o f  J e s u s  a r e  fo u n d  in  

1 . lO’1-  ̂* b u t t h e  in t r o d u c t io n  and th e  r e p ly  o f  P e te r  a r e

lo t t in g .  T h is  i s  t h e r e f o r e  f a i r l y  o b v io u s ly  a sp e c im en  o f  

p a lo g u e  fo r m a t io n  o u t o f  o r i g i n a l  in d e p e n d e n t s a y in g s  e i t h e r  

p  the w r i t e r  o r  h i s  s o u r c e .

1 0n th e  o t h e r  hand th e  s a y in g  (9 )  "These a r e  My b r e th e r n

p c h  do t h e  w i l l  o f  My F a th er"  i s  g iv e n  w ith o u t  th e  s y n o p t ic



4 6 -5 0
fram ew ork M a tt. 1 2  , w h ich  F a sc h e r  b e l i e v e s  w o u ld  a rg u e

w it h  B ultm ann t h a t  th e  s a y in g s  w ere o r i g i n a l l y  u n a t ta c h e d  and 

had a n a r r a t iv e  f i t t e d  on t o  th em , r a t h e r  th a n  w ith  D ib e l iu s  

t h a t  t h i s  was a p arad igm  fro m  th e  b e g in n in g .  I t  c o u ld  h ow ever  

be a rg u ed  t h a t  a f t e r  th e  e s t a b l is h m e n t  o f  p arad igm s i n  th e  

g o s p e l  m a t e r ia l  th e  same need  was n o t f e l t  t o  n a r r a t e  th e  w h o le  

s to r y  i n  p r e a c h in g , b u t o n ly  th e  s a y in g .  On t h e  w h o le  i t  i s  

d o u b t fu l  w h e th e r  e i t h e r  p o in t  o f  v ie w  can p r o f i t  b y  u t i l i s a t i o n  

of t h i s  i n c i d e n t .

The p a s t  work o f  J e s u s  i s  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  to  t h a t  o f

the f u t u r e .  He i s  S a v io u r  and P r in c e  o f  I m m o r ta lity  ( 2 0 ) ,  J u d ge

o f t h e  l i v i n g  and th e  dead  ( 1 ) .  That t h e  e a r l y  b e l i e f  i n  H is  

speedy r e t u r n  i s  s t i l l  p r e v a le n t  i n  t h i s  serm on i s  f r e q u e n t ly  

a t t e s t e d .  ”The Lord s a i d ,  I  come t o  g a th e r  t o g e t h e r  a l l  th e  

n a t io n s , t r i b e s  and la n g u a g e s .  H ere in  He s p e a k e th  o f  th e  Day
I c! /

°f H is A p p ea r in g  ( ) when He s h a l l

1 come and redeem  u s e a ch  man a c c o r d in g  t o  h i s  w o r k s . And th e  

1 n n b eiiev erg  s h a l l  s e e  H is g lo r y  and H is  m ig h t and th e y  s h a l l  

I amazed when t h e y  s e e  th e  Kingdom o f  th e  v /orld  g iv e n  to  J esu sV  

1(17) .  They a r e  t o  a w a it  th e  Kingdom o f  God hou r by h ou r (

I K pav ) in  lo v e  and r ig h t e o u s n e s s  s i n c e  th e y  do n o t  know

p e  Day o f  God*s A p p ea r in g  (1 2 )  -  th e y  a r e  t o  r e p e n t  w h i le  t h e y

I We tim e f o r  th e  Day o f  Judgem ent i s  com ing e v e n  now l i k e  a  

jW »ning o v e n ” a s  th e  p ro p h et had f o r e t o l d  ( 1 6 ) .
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T here i s  n o t  p erh a p s th e  u r g e n c y  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  w r i t e r s

b u t t h e  e x p e c t a t io n  i s  s t i l l  s t r o n g  and th e  c o n c e p t io n  o f  J e s u s

i s  s t i l l  bound up w i t h  H is com ing r e i g n  and summons to  a l l  men

dead and l i v i n g  t o  s ta n d  b e f o r e  Him and r e c e i v e  t h e  rew ard  o f

t h e i r  d e e d s  ( 9 . 1 9 ) .  Ho man ca n  d e c la r e  o r  t e l l  t h o s e  t h in g s

w hich t h e  Lord h as p rep a red  f o r  H is e l e c t  ( 1 4 ) ,  b u t t h e y  know

th a t  th e y  w i l l  p a r ta k e  o f  t h e  m ercy o f  J e s u s  ( 1 6 ) .  The s o jo u r n

o f  t h i s  f l e s h  i n  t h e  w o r ld  i s  b r i e f  and t r a n s i e n t  b u t th e

prom ise o f  C h r is t  i s  g r e a t  and  m a r v e llo u s  -  e v e n  th e  r e s t  
■» ✓

( rr*o<n* ) o f  th e  Kingdom to  come and l i f e  e v e r l a s t i n g  ( 5 ) .

Thus as i n  F i r s t  C lem ent th e  p e r so n  o f  J e s u s  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y

the Coming h o r d j H is D ea th  has l e s s  f o r c e  th a n  t h e  f a c t  o f  H is  

^ c a r n a t io n :  H is commandments a r e  th e  way o f  s a l v a t i o n  and th e  

guide t o  H is  Kingdom t h a t  i s  t o  b e .

O l .  Zrpx'r'kX ' V ' :. l

m t i t ts e-i

.iLs, ia



Hernias.

A lth o u g h  t h e r e  i s  e v id e n c e  t h a t  th e  a u th o r  o f  t h i s  

docum ent was a c q u a in te d  w i t h  t h e  s u b s ta n c e  o f  t h e  s y n o p t i c s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  p erh a p s w ith  Mark ( c f .  Z ahn, 4 5 7  f f ) ,  th e r e  i s  no  

p a ssa g e  w h e r e , a s  o f t e n  in  th e  e p i s t l e s ,  a d i r e c t  d ep en d en ce  

on o r  em ploym ent o f  m a t e r ia l  from  any g o s p e l  may b e a s s e r t e d .

T here a r e  o n ly  tw o  s a y in g s  r e c o r d e d :  on e  (Com. 4 ^ )  

i s  u s e d  i n  s u c h  a c o n t e x t  a s  to  r a i s e  d o u b ts  w h e th e r  i t  i s  

q u oted  a s  a word o f  J e s u s  ( e . g .  from  M a tt. 5 ^ ) ,  th e  o th e r  may 

more p r o b a b ly  be an ech o  o f  Jam es (Com. 1 2  ) .  Once f o r  a  b r i e f  

in s t a n t  th e  f i g u r e  o f  C h r is t  c r o s s e s  h i s  p a g es  (S im . 55 ) a m id st  

a w e a lth  o f  a l l e g o r y  w h ic h  a p p a r e n t ly  d o e s  n o t  p e r m it o f  H is  

t i t t e r in g  a word or p e r fo r m in g  a d e e d , o r  i n  f a c t  o f  t a k in g  a 

more n o t a b le  p o s i t i o n  th a n  p a r t  o f  a schem e i n  w h ic h  v in e s  and  

angels seem  t o  be o f  a s  much a c c o u n t .  A part from  t h i s  t h e r e  i s  

s i l e n c e .  H ot a word o f  H is  d e a th , o r  o f  H is  l i f e ,  t o  rem ind  

tos th a t  t h i s  i s  a p r o d u c t io n  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  Church o f  e a r l y  

fames s t i l l  c h e r i s h i n g  th e  memory o f  t h e i r  L ord . Where He i s  

I deferred t o  i n c i d e n t a l l y  i t  i s  a s  th e  Son o f  God (S im . 8 . 9 )  and  

1 the o n ly  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  t h i s  i s  i n  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  H is  r e t u r n .

I T here a p p ea r s  to  be a c o n t r a s t  b e tw e en  t h e  V is io n s  and

15°mmandments and th e  S i m i l i t u d e s .  In  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  th e  

l*°rk th e  e s c h a t o l o g i c a l  e x p e c t a t io n  i s  a t  i t s  h e i g h t ,  i n  th e  

l e t t e r  h a l f  i t  a p p ea rs  t o  b e  l e s s  p r e s s in g  an i s s u e .  T h rou gh ou t



t h e  book  h ow ever  i t  may b e  s a i d  t h a t  th e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  C h r is t  

i s  more th a n  e v e r  in  th e  w ork w h ic h  He i s  a b o u t to  d o .

The V is io n s  s e r v e  t o  rem in d  t h e  Church t h a t  t h e  Day o f  

R eck o n in g  i s  a t  hand: t h e  to w er  i s  a lm o s t  c o m p le te  ( V i s . 3 4 *®); 

w ith  i t s  c o m p le t io n  com es t h e  P a r o u s ia  (S im . 9 5 ) .  The l a s t
2

g r e a t  o p p r e s s io n  w h ic h  i s  t h e  s i g n a l  l i e s  b e f o r e  them ( V i s .  2 ) .  

Above a l l  in  th e  V is io n s  i s  t h i s  im p r e s s io n  o f  th e  n eed  f o r  

h a s te  in  r e p e n ta n c e  and p r e p a r a t io n  o u t s t a n d in g  and a lth o u g h  

in  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  th e  work t h e r e  i s  more em p h a sis  on  th e  

o b l i g a t io n s  w h ich  i n d iv id u a l  b e l i e v e r s  m ust u n d e r ta k e  i n  t h e  

i n d e f i n i t e  i n t e r v a l  b e f o r e  th e  e n d , s t i l l  th e  p o in t  i s  m a in ta in e d  

that n o t  much m ore i s  t o  happen u n t i l  th e  c l im a x  o f  h i s t o r y  i s  

Reached ( c f .  S im . 1 0 4 ) .  In  th e  S im i l i t u d e s  t h e  Lord r e s e r v e s  

the r i g h t  t o  H im s e lf  t o  c h o o se  H is tim e  and p l a c e ,  b u t th e  

"suddenly He can com e” o f  9  ̂ i s  i n  a s e n s e  a s  s p e c i f i c  a s  th e  

more d e f i n i t e  e x p e c t a t io n  o f  th e  V i s i o n s .



D io g n e t u s .

"God H im s e lf  who i 3 A lm ig h ty , t h e  C rea to r  o f  a l l  t h in g s  

and i n v i s i b l e  h a s  s e n t  from  h e a v e n  and p la c e d  among men (Him; 

who i s )  th e  t r u t h  and th e  h o ly  and in c o m p r e h e n s ib le  Word and  

has f i r m ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  Him i n  t h e i r  h e a r t s .  He d id  n o t  a s  on e  

m igh t h a v e  im a g in e d  sen d  t o  men any s e r v a n t  or a n g e l  o r  r u le r  

or any one o f  t h o s e  who b e a r  sway o v e r  e a r t h l y  t h i n g s ,  o r  one o f  

th o se  t o  whom th e  govern m en t o f  t h in g s  in  th e  h e a v e n s  h a s  b een  

e n t r u s t e d ,  b u t  th e  v e r y  C r e a to r  and F a s h io n e r  o f  a l l  t h in g s  -  

by whom He made t h e  h e a v e n s  -  by whom He e n c lo s e d  th e  s e a  

w ith in  i t s  p r o p e r  bounds . . . . . .  As a k in g  sen d s  h i s  so n  who

is  a l s o  a k in g  s o  s e n t  He Him: a s  God He s e n t  Him: a s  t o  men 

He s e n t  Him: a s  a  S a v io u r  He s e n t  Him and as s e e k in g  t o  p e r su a d e  

not t o  com pel u s :  f o r  v io l e n c e  h a s  no p la c e  i n  th e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  

Sod. As c a l l i n g  u s  He s e n t  Him, n o t a s  v e n g e f u l l y  p u r s u in g  u s :  

la s  lo v in g  us He s e n t  Him n o t as ju d g in g  u s .  For He w i l l  y e t

1 send Him t o  ju d g e  us and  who s h a l l  en d u re H is A p p e a r in g ? ...............”

1 (Chap. 7 )

I N o th in g  more s p e c i f i c  th a n  t h i s  e i t h e r  b io g r a p h ic a l  o r

1 ®8cha to  l o g i c a l  i s  fou nd  i n  t h e  e p i s t l e .  The w r i t e r  c la im s  to  

W e  been  a d i s c i p l e  o f  th e  a p o s t l e s  ( 1 1 ) ,  y e t  n o th in g  c o u ld  b e  

p sa r e m in is c e n t  o f  th e  J e s u s  o f  th e  g o s p e ls  th a n  t h e  ab ove  

psaage. H is p u rp o se  a s  o u t l in e d  i n  C h .l  i s  to  expound th e  

p d a t ia n  r e l i g i o n  to  a G e n t i le :  f o r  t h a t  p u rp o se  a p p a r e n t ly  no  

p aren ce  t o  J e s u s  * m in is t r y  i s  n e c e s s a r y .  I t  i s  s u f f i c i e n t



t h a t  He e x i s t e d  on e a r t h :  f o r  t h e  good  l i f e  t h e  e n q u ir e r  i s

r e f e r r e d  n e i t h e r  t o  H is  d e e d s  or w ords b u t i s  e x h o r te d  t o

im i t a t e  t h e  l o v e  o f  God in  H is  work o f  C r e a t io n  and P r o v id e n c e . ( 1 0 ) .

I t  i s  an im p e r so n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p  w h ic h  b in d s  th e  

b e l i e v e r  t o  C h r is t ,  He i s  more th a n  e v e r  a c o sm ic  n e c e s s i t y .

H is  com ing a g a in  d o e s  n o t  a p p ea r  t o  be o f  im m ed ia te  co n cern  

a lth o u g h  i t  i s  a f f ir m e d  and t h e  Kingdom f r e q u e n t l y  sp o k e n  o f  

( 9 . 1 0 ) .  The m y s t e r ie s  w h ic h  t h e  Word show ed t o  H is  d i s c i p l e s  ( 1 1 )  

in  H is  c o n v e r s a t io n  c o n s i s t  o f  th e  schem e o f  r e d e m p tio n  more 

than t h e  s e c r e t s  o f  H is s o u l .



I g n a t i u s .

So much c o n f u s io n  and d o u b t e x i s t  a s  to  t h e  d a t e  and  

a u t h e n t i c i t y  o f  t h e s e  l e t t e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  

m e r it s  o f  th e  S h o r t e r ,  L o n g e r , o r  S y r ia c  v e r s i o n s ,  t h a t  l i t t l e  

w e ig h t  can be p la c e d  on them  a s  g i v i n g  a r e l i a b l e  c lu e  t o  t h e  

m ind o f  t h e  Church w i t h in  th e  p e r io d  o f  t h e  New T esta m en t  

w r i t in g s  . I f  t h e  S y r ia c  and s p u r io u s  e p i s t l e s  may b e  d is r e g a r d e d  

th e r e  s t i l l  rem ain s much c o n f l i c t i n g  e v id e n c e  a s  b e tw e en  th e  

more or l e s s  g e n u in e  p r o d u c t io n s .

E x a m in a tio n  o f  them  from  th e  s t a n d p o in t  o f  t h e i r  

i n t e r e s t  in  th e  l i f e  o f  J e s u s  and e x p e c t a t io n  o f  H is Coming 

d oes n o t  r e v e a l  t h a t  i n  one or th e  o th e r  a g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s e r  

co rresp o n d en ce  o f  t h e s e  two id e a s  can be d i s c o v e r e d .  A t on e  

time t h e r e  a p p e a r s  t o  be more em phasiis l a i d  on t h e  m in i s t r y  o f  

Jesus i n  t h e  L on ger e d i t i o n ,  a t  a n o th e r  i t  a p p ea rs  t h a t  b o th

jape e q u a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d ,

1 I t  w o u ld  be h e l p f u l  i f  i t  c o u ld  be shown t h a t  th e  L on ger

porm i s  t h e  l a t e r ,  s i n c e  on th e  w h o le  more t r a c e s  o f  an i n t e r e s t

1& th e  f a c t s  f o r  t h e i r  own sak e  a r e  t o  be fou n d  t h e r e ,  w it h  on  

o th e r  han d a d im in u t io n  o f  a P a r o u s ia  e x p e c t a t i o n .  B ut i t  

p a t be c o n f e s s e d  t h a t  on many o c c a s io n s  t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  b r e a k s  

p fti, and any e v id e n c e  w h ich  t h e s e  a s p e c t s  p r o v id e  in  t h e  m a tte r  

p  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a d a t e  m u st be reg a r d e d  a s  o f  n e u tr a l v a lu e ,  

i The w h o le  to n e  o f  th e  e p i s t l e s  i t  may be added i s  q u i t e

p ik e  t h a t  o f  any o t h e r s  in  t h i s  p e r io d  w h ich  h a v e  b e e n  s u b j e c t e d



t o  e x a m in a t io n  and d i f f e r s  v e r y  l i t t l e  i n  i t s  s e t t l e d  o u t lo o k  

and a b s e n c e  o f  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  p r im i t iv e '  C h r i s t i a n i t y  

from  much l a t e r  p r o d u c t io n s . I f  t h e r e f o r e  th e y  a r e  t o  b e  ta k en  

a s  d a t in g  from  t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  o f  th e  2nd C e n tu r y , a s  seem s t o  

be g e n e r a l l y  h e ld ,  t h e y  m u st be c l a s s i f i e d  r a t h e r  a s  wb orn  o u t  

o f  t h e i r  t im e ” th a n  a s  b e in g  i n  harm ony w i t h  th e  m ind o f  t h e  

Church o f  t h a t  p e r io d .  For j u s t  a s  t h e  r i g i d i t y  o f  t h e  e p i s c o p a l  

o rd er  and th e  s o l i d i t y  o f  t h e  t h e o l o g i c a l  schem e b r in g  t o  m ind  

th e  r e g im e  o f  a c e n tu r y  or  more l a t e r ,  th e  same may be s a id  f o r

th e  a t t i t u d e  t o  t h e  Second  Coming.

Thus a lth o u g h  i n  b o th  S h o r te r  and L on ger  v e r s io n s  t h e r e  

i s  o c c a s io n a l  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a sp e ed y  t e r m in a t io n  o f  th e  w o r ld * s

h is t o r y  -  The l a s t  t im e s  a re  come upon u s  ............ l e t  us s ta n d  in

awe o f  th e  w r a th  t o  come ( E p h . l l ) .  He w i l l  m a n if e s t  H im s e lf  

i b efore  our f a c e s  (E p h .1 5 )  -  y e t  on  th e  w h o le  th e  a tm o sp h ere  i s  

I calm: t h e r e  i s  no t e n s e n e s s  o r  e x p e c t a n c y . On t h e  c o n tr a r y  

1 Greek p h i lo s o p h y  b e g in s  t o  ta k e  th e  p la c e  o f  J u d a ic  f e r v o u r .

U t m ost t im e s  th e  a u th o r  seem s t o  h ave  in  m ind o n ly  in d i v i d u a l  

1 Im m ortality and n o t  a g e n e r a l  r e s u r r e c t io n  ( P o l .  2 ;  P h i l .  3 ;  

p a l l .  2 ;  Eph. 1 6 ) .  When h e  sp e a k s  o f  th e  good t h in g s  h e r e a f t e r  

p  im p lie s  n o t so  much th e  Kingdom o f  God a s  e t e r n a l  l i f e ,  and 

p a t  may b e  e n jo y e d  i n  th e  J o h a n n in e  s e n s e  even  h e r e  (Sm yr. 6 ) .  

p e P a r o u s ia  o f  C h r is t  i s  no lo n g e r  i n  th e  f u t u r e  b u t i n  t h e  p a s t :  

ll c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  H e l l e n i s t i c  em p h a sis  on  th e  I n c a r n a t io n  ( P h i l . 9 ) .  

1 I n s t e a d  o f  lo o k in g  f o r  th e  Son,w ho i s  t o  c o m e ,th e y  a r e

r  "look f o r  th e  C h r is t  who was b e fo r e  t im e ,  y e t  a p p ea red  i n  t i m e 11



One n o t a b le  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e en  t h e  S h o r t and Long  

R e c e n s io n s  l i e s  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  in  t h e  l a t t e r  o f  many more 

g o s p e l  s a y in g s  e s p e c i a l l y  from  J oh n  (E ph. 3 . 4 . 9 . 1 0 . 1 4 ;  Mag.

4 . 7 . 1 2 . ;  T r a i l . 8 ; Rom.3 ; P h i l .  3 ;  P o l . l ;  Sm yr. 3 ; 6 ) b u t on  

th e  o th e r  hand a number o f  t h e  L o g ia  from  M atthew  i s  t o  be  

fou n d  i n  b o th  (E p h .1 4 ; Rom.6 ; P o l . 2 ; S m yr.6 ) .

A sec o n d  d i s t i n c t i o n  l i e s  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  o n  sun d ry  

o c c a s io n s  i n  t h e  L onger v e r s io n  th e  r e a d e r s  a r e  e x h o r te d  t o  

im i t a t e  C h r i s t ,  w h ic h  n a t u r a l l y  p r e su p p o s e s  an i n t e r e s t  i n  

the exam p le  w h ich  t h e y  m ust f o l l o w  (E p h .3 . 4 . 1 0 ;  T r a i l . 8 ) .

This ex a m p le  a p p ea rs  how ever t o  c o n s i s t  m a in ly  i n  H is s u f f e r i n g s ,  

a lth o u g h  H is  h a v in g  l i v e d  ”a l i f e  o f  h o l i n e s s  w ith o u t  s i n ” i s  

added t o  t h e  S h o rt a c c o u n t  in  S m y r .l .

1 Some a d d i t i o n a l  m a t e r ia l  p e c u l ia r  t o  t h e  L on g er

1 R ecension may b e  c o n s id e r e d  b e f o r e  p r o c e e d in g  t o  w hat i s  common 

I to b o th . When in s t a n c e s  o f  t h e  w isdom  o f  c h i ld r e n  a r e  g iv e n  

l(Mag.3) m e n tio n  i s  made o f  e v e n t s  i n  t h e  e a r ly  l i v e s  o f  D a n ie l ,  

ISaiHuel, S o lom on , J o s i a h ,  T im o th y , b u t no r e f e r e n c e s  t o  th e  b o y  

llasus i n  t h e  t e m p le .  Where ex a m p les  o f  c h a s t e  l i v i n g  a r e  s o u g h t  

p i l . 4 )  t h e  names o f  E l i j a h ,  J o s h u a , J e r e m ia h ,o f  John  t h e  B a p t i s t ,  

p U s , and C lem ent o c c u r  t o  him  bu t n o t  t h a t  o f  J e s u s .

|  We may now c o n s id e r  th e  g e n e r a l  a t t i t u d e  o f  th e  w r i t e r

¥  the e p i s t l e s  t o  th e  l i f e  o f  J e s u s  i n  v ie w  o f  t h e  d a t a  common 

I11 both v e r s i o n s .  H is m ain o b j e c t  i s  t o  com bat D o c e tism : a  

p s y  w h ic h  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  t h i s  e n q u ir y .  F or i f  th e r e  had



b e e n  s u f f i c i e n t  a t ta c h m e n t t o  th e  h i s t o r i c  e v e n t s  i n  G a l i l e e ,  

w it h  an  a p p r e c ia t io n  o f  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  J e s u s ,  a common 

k n o w led g e  and i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  H is  m i n i s t r y ,  t h e r e  

w o u ld  p resu m a b ly  n e v e r  h a v e  b een  an y  d a n g er  o f  d e n y in g  th e  

r e a l i t y  o f  H is human a p p e a r a n c e . " L ater  g e n e r a t io n s "  s a y s  

L ig h t f o o t  ( 1 . 3 9 ) " m arvel t h a t  su c h  a form  o f  e r r o r  c o u ld  h a v e  

c a u se d  e v e n  m om entary a n x ie t y  t o  th e  Church o f  C h r i s t .  I t  seem s  

so  v e r y  u n s u b s t a n t ia l :  i t  i s  s o  d i r e c t l y  a n t a g o n i s t i c  t o  th e  

b ia s  o f  l a t e r  a b e r r a t io n s  from  th e  f a i t h .  To den y  th e  t r u t h  

o f  C h r i s t a  h u m a n ity , t o  q u e s t io n  th e  r e a l i t y  o f  H is  B ir t h  and  

L i f e  and D e a th  in  th e  f l e s h  i s  t h e  shadow o f  sm oke, i s  th e  

dream o f  a dream  t o  o u r s e lv e s " .

I t  may b e  t h a t  D o c e t ism  i s  t o  be t r a c e d  t o  H e l l e n i s t i c  

in f lu e n c e  and t o  t h e  im p in g in g  o f  p h i lo s o p h y  upon th e  e a r l y  f a i t h ,  

but may i t  n o t  b e r e g a r d e d  as  a l o g i c a l  i f  d a n g ero u s  d e v e lo p m e n t  

o f th e  te n d e n c y  w h ich  h a s  b een  o b s e r v e d  th ro u g h o u t th e  w r i t in g s  

o f th e  a p o s t o l i c  a g e ,  t o  r e g a r d  J e s u s  as th e  e x a l t e d  L o rd , th e  

L ogos, o r  t h e  com ing  K in g  a t  t h e  e x p e n se  o f  H is l i f e  on e a r t h .

In a t im e  w here l i t t l e  or  no h eed  a p p ea r s  t o  h a v e  b een  p a id  t o  

the e v e n t s  o f  t h o s e  y e a r s  i t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s in g  t h a t  we f i n d  men 

b eg in n in g  t o  d o u b t w h eth er  i t  was a r e a l  e x i s t e n c e  a t  a l l .

Hor d o e s  I g n a t iu s  com bat t h i s  by a d d u c in g  i n c id e n t s  

from th e  g o s p e l s  w h ich  w ould  be en ou gh  t o  rem in d  them o f  t h e  f u l l  

humanity o f  J e s u s :  H is in t e r c o u r s e  w it h  m en, H is a c q u a in ta n c e s  and
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f o l l o w e r s ,  H is  t e a c h i n g  p i l g r i m a g e s ,  o r  H is  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  th e  

a u t h o r i t i e s .  I t  i s  o f  c o u r s e  o b v io u s  t h a t  i f  t h e s e  had been  

r e c o l l e c t e d  w i t h  any e n th u s ia s m  and c h e r i s h e d  f o r  t h e i r  own s a k e s  

th e  h e r e s y  w o u ld  n e v e r  h a v e  e m e r g e d . But e v e n  now when i t  i s  a  

p r e s e n t  d a n g e r  I g n a t i u s  f a c e s  i t  n o t  by  h a v i n g  r e c o u r s e  t o  d e t a i l  

but by  r e - s t a t i n g  and r e - a f f i r m i n g  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  H is  I n c a r n a t i o n ,

His P a s s i o n ,  and R e s u r r e c t i o n :  i n  o t h e r  w ords t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  

C h r is t ia n  t h e o l o g y  and n o t  th e  Manhood o f  J e s u s  (E p h .7 ; Mag.1 1 ;

T r a i l . 6 . 9 ;  S m y r .3 ) .

He was t h e  Way, t h e  R ock, t h e  D e f e n c e ,  t h e  K ey, t h e  

Shepherd, t h e  S a c r i f i c e ,  and t h e  Door ( P h i l . 9 ) ;  He d ie d  f o r  u s  

in  o r d e r  t h a t  b y  b e l i e v i n g  i n  H is d e a t h  we m igh t e s c a p e  from  

Heath and by b a p t is m  be  made p a r t a k e r s  i n  H is  R e s u r r e c t i o n  ( T r a l l . 2 ) .  

He was th e  Son o f  God, t h e  e t e r n a l  Word n o t  sp o k en  b u t e s s e n t i a l  

Su bstance  b e g o t t e n  b y  d i v i n e  power (M a g .8 );  God e x i s t i n g  i n  t h e  

f l e s h  b o t h  o f  Mary and o f  God ( E p h .7 ) .  The b rea d  o f  l i f e  i s  t h e  

f l e s h  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  t h e  Son o f  God, who became a f t e r w a r d s  o f  

the s e e d  o f  D av id  and Abraham; and H is b lo o d  i s  t h e  d r in k  o f  

GoH w h ich  i s  i n c o r r u p t i b l e  l o v e  and e t e r n a l  l i f e  (Rom.7 ) .

In  v ie w  o f  t h i s ,  t h e  p a s s a g e  (E p h .1 5 )  where t h e r e  I s  a  

r e fe r e n c e  t o  t h e  " t h in g s  w h ich  He d i d  i n  s i l e n c e "  a s  b e i n g  

"worthy o f  t h e  F a t h e r ” may be  u n d e r s to o d  to  mean His work from  

the b e g in n in g  as  L o g o s ,  and not as  L i g h t f o o t  s u g g e s t s  { I I . 6 9 ) :

"His r e t i r e m e n t  in  c h i ld h o o d  and y o u t h ,  H is  r e f u s a l  t o  a l l o w  H is  

m iracles  o r  His K in g s h ip  t o  be p u b l i s h e d ,  H is  w ith d r a w a l  f a r  t h e



p u rp ose  o f  p r a y e r ,  H is  s i l e n c e  b e f o r e  H is  a c c u s e r s  and t h e  l i k e ;  

in  s h o r t  t h e  p a s s i v e  s i d e  o f  Our L o r d 's  l i f e ” . I t  was t h e  v e r y  

fa c t  t h a t  t h e  e a r l y  Church u n l i k e  o u r s e l v e s  r e g a r d e d  m ost o f  

Our L o r d 's  e a r t h l y  l i f e  as p a s s i v e . w h i c h  e n s u r e d  t h a t  no i n t e r e s t  

in  i t  w o u ld  be d i s p l a y e d  by th e  w r i t e r s  o f  t h e  t i m e .  H is  a c t i v i t y  

fo r  them c o n s i s t e d  i n  H is  b ecom in g  man: i n  d y in g  f o r  t h e i r  s a l v a t i o n :  

b e in g  r a i s e d  f o r  t h e i r  j u s t i f i c a t i o n :  and com ing a g a in  f o r  t h e i r

e t e r n a l  b l e s s e d n e s s .

I f  t h i s  h o p e  o f  g l o r y  as  a common e x p e r i e n c e  a w a i t i n g

the w h o le  Church r e c e d e s  i n t o  th e  back grou n d  m  I g n a t i u s ,  t o  b e  

e x p la in e d  p e r h a p s  by  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  own im m ed ia te  p r o s p e c t  o f  

martyrdom, p erh a p s  by a r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  th e  d a t e  o f  th e  e p i s t l e s ,  

the a t t i t u d e  t o  C h r i s t  r em a in s  more or l e s s  as  i t  h a s  b een  th r o u g h 

out t h e  c e n t u r y .

In  one Instance only does there appear to be a gospel

in c id e n t  in t r o d u c e d  f o r  i t s  own sa k e  (E p h .1 7 ) :  For t h i s  end

dla. th e  Lord s u f f e r  th e  o in tm e n t  t o  be p ou red  upon H is  head  t h a t  

He m ight b r e a t h e  im m o r t a l i t y  i n t o  H is  Church” , ( c f .  M a t t .26 ) .

On th e  o t h e r  hand on tw o  o c c a s i o n s  e x t r a —c a n o n ic a l  m a t e r i a l  i s  

in trod u ced  (E p h .19 -  w here  an e x a g g e r a t e d  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  S t a r  o f  

Bethlehem i s  g iv e n  -  and Sm yr.3 -  where a s c e n e  from  t h e  p o s t -  

R ea u rrec t io n  a p p ea r a n c e s  o c c u r s ,  s u p p o s e d ly  from t h e  g o s p e l  o f  

N a z a r e n e s ) .

What we m ight e x p e c t  i n  a c o n f u t a t i o n  o f  D o c e t ism  and  

p ro o f  o f  t h e  h u m anity  o f  J e s u s  i s  fo u n d  i n  t h e  s p u r io u s  

| eP i s t l e s  (Philtfppians 6 . 7 . 8 . )  w here a t  g r e a t  l e n g t h  th e  h i s t o r y  o f



Jesus is  re -to ld  more or le s s  in  accordance with, the gospel

picture. Bait th is was presumably several centuries la ter  when

the situ ation  both with regard to the in terest displayed in  d e ta ils  of

Jesus* l i f e  and the prim itive expectation o f the Advent had

completely changed. The Farousia had receded into the far-d istant

future mn>d the mind of the Church looked backwards rather than

ahead.



( 0 ) .  COHCLUSION.

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  the: w r i t i n g s  i n  c i r c u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  

e a r ly  C h u r c h .w i t h i n  t h e  f i r s t  two c e n t u r i e s  -  a p a r t  from th e  

g o s p e l s -  h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  th e  f o l l o w i n g  f a c t s :  f i r s t l y ,  t h a t  a t

t h i s  t im e  t h e r e  v/as no i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  J e su s  o f  h i s t o r y ,  and  

s e c o n d ly ,  t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n t e n s e  e x p e c t a t i o n  o f  H is  S econd  

Coming.

The p r o p h e t  o f  N a z a r e th ,  t h e  w a n d er in g  T ea c h e r ,  t h e  

Leader o f  t h a t  l i t t l e  band o f  f a i t h f u l  f o l l o w e r s ,  th e  p i c t u r e s q u e  

k in d ly  f i g u r e  o f  L i b e r a l  T h e o lo g y  and modern p r e a c h in g  r e c e i v e s  

h a r d ly  a p a s s i n g  g l a n c e  w h i l e  t h e  tr iu m p h an t Son o f  Cod, m ig h ty  

but m e r c i f u l ,  w hose  A dvent t h e y  a w a i t  so e a g e r l y ,  u su r p s  a l l  

t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n .

O b v io u s ly  t h e s e  two f a c t s  a r e  o f  com plem entary  s i g n i f i c a n c  

Q-ud m u t u a l ly  e x p l a n a t o r y .  T h e ir  r e l a t i o n  to  one a n o th e r  i s  c a u s a l :  

b e l i e f  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  o c c a s i o n s  a p a th y  to w a rd s  th e  fo r m e r .

We must a t t e m p t  to  v i s u a l i s e  t h e  s t a t e  o f  e x c i t e m e n t  t h a t  

p r e v a i l e d  i n  J e w is h  r e l i g i o u s  c i r c l e s  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  J e s u s :  t h a t

e a r n e s t  e v en  p a s s i o n a t e  l o n g i n g  f o r  th e  Day o f  God, th e  Day when  

w ith  c a t a s t r o p h i c  su d d e n n e s s  t h e  new e ra  w ou ld  be u s h e r e d  i n ,  when 

wrongs w ould  be r i g h t e d  and th e  c h o s e n  p e o p le  j u s t i f i e d  b e f o r e  

the e y e s  o f  th e  w o r ld ,  when a l l  t h e  h o p es  and p r a y e r s  o f  a down

trodden  and s u f f e r i n g  f o l k  w ould  f i n d  f u l f i l m e n t  and th e  r e i g n  

of w ic k e d n e s s  and s i n  come to  an end .



For some among them t h a t  im m inent e v en t  had become bound  

up w i t h  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  J e s u s .  The lo n g  p r o m ise d  M e ss ia h  had  

app eared  on  e a r t h ,  had b e e n  r a i s e d  up i n t o  H eaven , and w ould  

once more m a n i f e s t  H i m s e l f ,  but t h i s  t im e  i t  w ou ld  be i n  i n d e s c r i b 

a b le  g l o r y  a s  Judge and R u le r  o f  a l l .

As J e s u s  o f  N a z a r e th  He had l i v e d  among them : some had  

been w i t h  Him and had s e e n  f o r  t h e m s e lv e s  H is  m ir a c u lo u s  p o w e r s ,  

had b een  s t i r r e d  by t h e  t i d i n g s  He had b ro u g h t o f  t h e  n e a r n e s s  

of th e  Kingdom and had f e l t  i t s  u r g e n c y  i n  H is un can ny p r e s e n c e .

They had becom e b e l i e v e r s  i n  Him on t h e  e v id e n c e  o f  t h e i r  own 

eyes  and th r o u g h  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  H is  m e s s a g e .  H is  jo u r n e y  t o  

Jeru sa lem  had b e e n  f o r  them th e  p r e lu d e  to  t h e  f i n a l  a c t :  but  

i n s t e a d  o f  a tr ium ph t h e r e  had come d is h o n o u r  and r e j e c t i o n .

I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  f o r  a l i t t l e  t h e y  w ere  n o n p lu s s e d  by 

the  f a c t  o f  th e  G ross  and i t s  h u m i l i a t i o n :  t h e y  had hop ed  f o r  s o  

much and had b e e n  so  b i t t e r l y  d i s a p p o i n t e d .  But t h i s  was o n ly  

fo r  a t im e :  th e  f a i t h  t h a t  had b e e n  evoked  i n  G a l i l e e  c o u ld  n o t

be e x t i n g u i s h e d .  D eath  was u n a b le  t o  h o ld  th e  M e ss ia h  i n  t h r a l l ,  

bhe g r a v e  was n o t  t h e  end bu t th e  b e g i n n i n g .  For He had c o n 

quered m o r t a l i t y  and r i s e n  a g a in  and had a p p ea r e d  to  them t o  

c o n v in c e  them t h a t  He was a l i v e .  The m ir a c l e  had in d e e d  hap pened:  

the s i g n s  t h a t  t h e y  had s e e n  i n  G -a l i le e  w ere  v i n d i c a t e d :  now 

th ey  u n d e r s to o d  t h a t  He must s u f f e r  and be r a i s e d  up b e f o r e  H is  

g r e a t e r  g l o r y  c o u ld  b e g in ,  a s  th e  p r o p h e t s  had f o r e t o l d .  He had  

become t h e  f i r s t - f r u i t s  o f  t h e  R e s u r r e c t i o n  and t h e y  t o o  w ou ld



in  l i k e  manner e r e  l o n g  be p r i v i l e g e d  t o  m eet Him: i f  t h e y

sh o u ld  f i n i s h  t h e  c o u r s e  b e f o r e  t h a t  day t h e y  w ould  b e  l o o s e d  

from d e a t h  to  j o i n  t h e i r  l o v e d  o n e s  i n  H is  p r e s e n c e .

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  us to  a v o i d  m o d e r n is in g  th e  

a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  C h r i s t i a n s :  or  r e a d in g  i n t o  t h e i r  b e l i e f s  

a b a la n c e d  and s t a b l e  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  su ch  a s  p r e v a i l e d  i n  l a t e r  

c e n t u r i e s .  The e a r l i e s t  s t a g e  o f  t h e  f a i t h ,  t h e  v e r y  f o u n d a t i o n  

of th e  C hurch, i t s  s o u r c e  and im p etu s  was r e l i g i o u s  e n th u s ia s m .

I t  d id  n o t  b e g i n  w i t h  m o ra l t e a c h i n g ,  w i t h  dogma, w i t h  a r e a d in g  

of th e  Old T esta m en t p r o p h e t s ,  w i t h  l e g e n d s  o r  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  o f  

the s u b s t a n c e  o f  th e  M y s t e r y - c u l t s .

The c o n v i c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  men was t h a t  th e  end o f  th e  

w orld  was a t  hand: t h a t  l i t t l e  s t o o d  b e tw e en  them and e t e r n i t y ,  

und i t  was th e  u r g e  o f  t h a t  b e l i e f  in d u c e d  by J e su s  i n  word and  

a c t i o n  t h a t  g a v e  them t h e i r  in d o m it a b le  c o u r a g e  and en d u ra n ce ,  

t h e i r  u n sw e r v in g  d e v o t i o n  to  th e  f a i t h ,  i n  th e  kn ow led ge  t h a t  

soon, how s o o n  t h e y  knew n o t ,  t h e i r  Lord w ould  r e t u r n  i n  tr iu m p h  

to pu t a l l  t h i n g s  un der  H is  f e e t .

I t  i s  o b v io u s  t h a t  i n  th e  l i g h t  o f  what was t o  come 

such men c o u ld  have  no i n t e r e s t  i n  v / r i t i n g  r e m in i s c e n c e s  o f  p a s t  

e v e n t s .  A w a i t in g  a c a t a c l y s m i c  end to  th e  w o r ld  t h a t  t h e y  k n ew ,  

they l i v e d  a l r e a d y  p a r t l y  i n  a n o t h e r  s p h e r e :  t h e  o l d  age  was  

p a s s in g  away: to  e x p e c t  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u ld  be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  som e

th in g  so bound up w i t h  th is  d y in g  w o r ld ,  so o b v i o u s l y  p r e l im in a r y  

a&d p r e p a r a to r y  a s  th e  G a l i l e a n  m i n i s t r y  i s  to  f a i l  t o  do
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j u s t i c e  t o  t h e  I n t e n s i t y  o f  t h e i r  e x p e c t a t i o n s .

B e s i d e  t h e  m y s t i c i s m  o f  ,]Bami an d  M m  'and t h e  p r a e t l e m l  

p i e t y  o f  James we h £ i e  s e e n  t h i s  P a r o u s is ,  h o p e  u n ch a n g ed  t h r o u g h -  

out t h e  e a r l i e s t  w r i t i n g s . The l a s t  d a y s  a r e  upon them ms s u r e l y  

in  1  T h e s s .  a s  i n  2 P e t e r ,  I n  1  Glem. a s  I n  Hermms, h u t  t h e y  w i l l  

not come o u t  o f  t h e  unknown f o r  t h e  c e n t r a l  f i g u r e  w i l l  h e  t h e  

Jesu s  who was c r u c i f i e d ,  and who h a s  now b een  e x a l t e d .

f i l l s  th e n  i s  t h e  r e a s o n  why, a s  w e l l  a s  t h e i r  b e i n g  I n  

no mood to  w r i t e  a .h i s t o r y  o f  th e  r e c e n t  e v e n t s  i n  J u d e a ,  I n  

the p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e  o f  J e su s  su ch  an e v e n t u a l i t y  I s  d o u b ly  ex 

c lu d e d .  They l o o k e d  on  Him a s  e x i s t i n g  on  a  d i f f e r e n t  p l a n e .

He w as t h e  M e s s ia h ,  t h e  g l o r i f i e d  .Lord; w hat c o n c e r n  was I t  o f  

anyone w hat He had  done i n  H is  y o u t h ,  how He h ad  p r e p a r e d  H im s e l f  

f o r  H is  t a s k ,  who H is  f r i e n d s  and a c q u a in t a n c e s  had b e e n ,  how  

He had c o n d u c te d  H is  a f f a i r s ?  He had come from God and g o n e  to  

God and on e a r t h  h a d  b ro u g h t  t i d i n g s  o f  s a l v a t i o n  and shown by  

His pow ers and R e s u r r e c t i o n  t h a t  i t  was t r u e .  To p a i n t  a p i c t u r e  

o f  Him was t h e  th o u g h t  t h a t  was f a r t h e s t  from  t l i e i r  m in d s . When 

th e y  r e f e r  t o  Him i t  i s  e i t h e r  i n  term s  o f  dogma, Old T estam en t  

p ro p h ecy , or t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  communion w i t h  Him. H is  e x i a t e n o e  

as  a man i s  r a r e l y  m e n t io n e d ,  t o  t h i n k  o f  Him a s  a man was n e v e r

p o s s i b l e .

Y e t  t h e  f a c t  rem ain s  t h a t  th e  im p r e s s i o n  w h ic h  th e  g o s p e l s  

g iv e  a t  f i r s t  s i g h t  i s  b i o g r a p h i c a l .  They a p p ea r  to  be  a  s e l e c t i o n  

o f  i n c i d e n t s  c h o s e n  from  t h e  l i f e  o f  J e s u s ,  p u r p o r t in g  to  g i v e  an



a c c u r a t e  a c c o u n t  o f  H is  w ords and d e e d s ,  and p o r t r a y i n g  Him a s  

f a i t h f u l l y  a s  th e y  c a n  i n  t h e  a tm o sp h er e  i n  w h ich  He l i v e d :  t h e  

s t o r y  o f  J e s u s  t o l d  t o  show what manner o f  man He was. and t o  

s a t i s f y  t h e  e n q u i r i e s  o f  H is  f o l l o w e r s .

How i s  t h i s  t o  he a c c o u n te d  f o r ?  The g o s p e l  n a r r a t i v e s  

came i n t o  b e i n g  a t  t h e  same t im e  a s  t h e  e p i s t l e s ,  w i t h i n  t h e  

same C hurch, f o r  t h e  same p e o p l e .  The i n t e r e s t  o f  on e  c a n n o t  be  

d i f f e r e n t  from  t h a t  o f  t h e  o t h e r :  t h a t  i s  to  s a y  th e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  

b e tw e en  t h e  e v i d e n c e  o f  th e  g o s p e l s  and t h e  e v id e n c e  o f  th e  

e p i s t l e s  must be o n ly  a p p a r e n t  o t h e r w i s e  we a r e  f a c e d  w i t h  t h e  

a l t e r n a t i v e  t h a t  th e  g o s p e l s  w ere  w r i t t e n  l a t e r  th a n  t h e  Hew 

T estam en t p e r i o d ,  w h ich  w ould rem ove them from t h e  r ea lm  o f  

r e l i a b l e  h i s t o r y  a l t o g e t h e r .

The d i f f i c u l t y  i s  to  a l l o c a t e  docum ents w h ic h  ap p ear  on  

th e  s u r f a c e  to  h a v e  b een  d i c t a t e d  by an i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  L i f e  o f  

J e su s  to  a p e r io d  i n  w h ich  s u c h  an  i n t e r e s t  was an i m p o s s i b i l i t y .

When however i n  t h e  book o f  A c ts  t h e  a u th o r  o f  one o f  

th e  g o s p e l s  g i v e s  no more i n d i c a t i o n  o f  p o s s e s s i n g  a b i o g r a p h i c a l  i  

o u t lo o k  th a n  do h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r ie s ,  t h e n  we must assum e t h a t  he  

d id  n o t  r e g a r d  h i s  g o s p e l  a s  r e m i n i s c e n c e  a t  a l l .  I f  Luke had  

been  w r i t t e n  to  s a t i s f y  a d e s i r e  f o r  in f o r m a t io n  a b o u t  J e s u s  i t  

i s  o u t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  some t r a c e s  o f  t h a t  d e s i r e  and an  

a ttem p t to  m eet i t  s h o u ld  n o t  be s e e n  i n  a work w h ic h  i s  r e g a r d e d  

as th e  s e c o n d  p a r t  o f  h i s  h i s t o r y  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  T h e r e f o r e ,  

e i t h e r  L ukef s  g o s p e l  -  and t h i s  a p p l i e s  even  more c l e a r l y  t o  

Matthew and Mark -  a p p ea r e d  i n  a vacuum, or  e l s e  i t  was c ir c u m -



s c r i b e d  by t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  T hese  c o n d i t i o n s  a s  w e  

have s e e n  r u l e d  o u t  a L i f e  o f  J e su s  i n  our modern s e n s e .  Men 

were c o n c e r n e d  n o t  w i t h  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c o u r s e  o f  H is  e x i s t e n c e  

on e a r t h  b u t  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t  work t h a t  He had w r o u g h t .

The g o s p e l  m a t e r i a l  must t h e r e f o r e  i n  i t s  e s s e n c e  be  

a w i t n e s s  t o  t h e  f a i t h  o f  th e  Church and n o t  r e l a t e d  o u t o f  a 

r e g a r d  f o r  h i s t o r y .  W hatever im p r e s s i o n  a c u r s o r y  g l a n c e  a t  

t h e i r  c o m p le te d  form  may g i v e  th e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p r e 

s e r v a t i o n  o f  t r a d i t i o n  c a n n o t  h ave  b e e n  a c o n t r a d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  

e s s e n c e  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h .  That e s s e n c e  was hope i n  t h e  

s u p e r n a t u r a l  and s u p r a h i s t o r i c a l , and we c a n n o t  e x p e c t  to  f i n d  

i n  t h e  g o s p e l s  t h e  p r o d u c t s  o f  th e  calm  and d i s p a s s i o n a t e  s u r v e y  

o f  th e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  h i s t o r i a n  and b io g r a p h e r .

That a h i s t o r i c a l  background i s  t h e r e  i s  b eyond  q u e s t i o n .  

There i s  no ground  f o r  s u p p o s in g  th e  g o s p e l s  to  be an  i n v e n t i o n .

But t h e y  a r e  h i s t o r y  s e e n  th r o u g h  t h e  e y e s  o f  f a i t h  n o t  th r o u g h  

th e  e y e s  o f  f a c t s .

The argum ent a g a i n s t  W in d is c h ’s c la im  t h a t  th e  e v a n g e l i s t s  

d id  s im p ly  s e t  down w hat had hap pened  o u t  o f  a d e s i r e  to  know a l l  

t h a t  had b e f a l l e n  J e s u s ,  a s  E c h e k r a te s  d id  i n  th e  c a s e  o f  S o c r a t e s ,  

i s  to  be fo u n d  i n  th e  c l o s i n g  words o f  t h e  P h a e d o : "Such, E ch ek ra 

t e s ,  Wa s  t h e  end o f  our f r i e n d  -  a man a s  we s h o u ld  s a y  t h e  b e s t  

o f  h i s  t im e  known to  u s  and i n  e v e r y  way m ost w i s e  and j u s t . ”

I f  J e s u s  had b e e n  m e r e ly  t h a t  we s h o u ld  h ave  had th e  

R e m in isc e n c e s  so e a g e r l y  d e s i r e d  by many to d a y  b u t  we s h o u ld  n o t  

have had th e  C h r i s t i a n  Church. ITT here w ould  have  b een  no t r a d i t i o n



c o n c e r n in g  J e s u s  had t h e r e  b e e n  no p r e a c h in g  a b o u t  J e s u s  C h r i s t " .  

( D i b e l i u s :  G o sp e l  C r i t i c i s m  and C h r i s t o l o g y  p . 4 5 . )  I t  was t h e  

c o n v i c t i o n  on  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e s e  e a r l y  b e l i e v e r s  t h a t  J e su s  was  

n o t  a w i s e  and j u s t  man, th e  b e s t  o f  h i s  t im e ,  b u t t h a t  He was 

th e  Son o f  God a b o u t  to  r e t u r n  w h ich  d i f f e r e n t i a t e s  t h e  g o s p e l s  

from t h e  Phaedo and g i v e s  them t h a t  c la im  to  u n iq u e n e s s  o f  w h ich  

a  m is g u id e d  m odernism  w ould  d e p r iv e  them .

The o n l y  p e r m i s s i b l e  p o i n t  o f  v ie w  r e g a r d in g  t h e i r  

m a t e r i a l  i s  t h a t  i t  was p r e s e r v e d  b e c a u s e  i t  c o n c e r n e d  s a l v a t i o n  

and t h e  Kingdom o f  God. The s a y in g s  o f  J e s u s  w ere  remembered  

b e c a u se  t h e y  p r o c la im e d  i t  or e n s h r in e d  i t ,  t h e  a n e c d o t e s  w ere  

c h e r i s h e d  b e c a u s e  t h e y  t o l d  o f  th e  s i g n s  o f  i t s  sp e ed y  a p p r o a c h .  

B oth  b ro u g h t  th e  "good new s" .

T hat o u t s i d e  i n f l u e n c e s  w ere  l a t e r  a t  work and t h a t  

more " w o r ld ly "  e le m e n ts  fo u n d  t h e i r  way i n t o  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  i s  

u n d e n ia b le ,  t h a t  some form o f  b i o g r a p h i c a l  i n t e r e s t  i s  p r e s e n t  

i n  t h e i r  f i n i s h e d  form  i s  a l s o  c l e a r ,  b u t th e  o r i g i n a l  p u rp o se  

o f  th e  fr a g m e n ts  was to  p r o c la im ,  to  c o n v e r t ,  and to  p e r su a d e  

t h a t  J e s u s  was Lord and t h a t  H is  Kingdom was a t  hand.

I t  i s  th u s  t h a t  th e  d e f i c i e n c i e s  i n  t h e  g o s p e l  r e c o r d s

may be a c c o u n te d  f o r .  Ho p e r s o n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  J e s u s ,  no t a l e s  

o f  H is  y o u th  and u p b r in g in g ,  no a c c u r a t e  in f o r m a t i o n  a s  to  th e  

l e n g t h  o f  H is  m i n i s t r y ,  no p la n  o f  H is jo u r n e y s  a r e  to  be fo u n d

b eca u se  t h e s e  w ere  m a t t e r s  o f  no c o n c e r n .  That t h e r e  a r e  l o o p 

h o le s  i n  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  i s  i n e v i t a b l e  s i n c e  t h e r e  was no d e s i r e  to  

produce a c o n n e c te d  w h o le .



We m ust n o t  im a g in e  a group o f  c u l t u r e d  d i s c i p l e s  

round a b e l o v e d  t e a c h e r  so much a s  a group o f  s im p le  Jews

under th e  power o f  th e  Kingdom o f  God.

The l i b e r a l - h u m a n i s t i c  p o i n t  o f  v ie w  w h ic h  w ould  make

th e  l i f e  o f  J e s u s  i n  th e  g o s p e l#  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e o l o g y ,  w h ich

assum es t h a t  t h e i r  p u rp o se  was to  s e t  up J e s u s  a s  an exam ple  to  

be f o l l o w e d ,  a s  a t e a c h e r  or fo u n d e r  o f  an e t h i c a l  s y s te m ,  o r  

as a p r e a c h e r  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  and s o c i a l  r e fo rm  w h i c h  w ou ld  g r a d u 

a l l y  b r i n g  a b o u t a b e t t e r  w o r ld ,  must r e c o g n i s e  t h a t  t h e s e  a r e  

p u r e ly  modern c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  H is  work, t h a t  th e  men o f  H is  t im e  

had no e n th u s ia sm  or  u n d e r s t a n d in g  f o r  any o f  them , and t h a t  ev en  

a l l  o f  them t o g e t h e r  w ould  h a v e  b e e n  u n a b le  to  g i v e  b i r t h  to  t h e  

C h r i s t i a n  C hurch.

Our a t t i t u d e  to  b io g r a p h y  to d a y  i s  t o  r e g a r d  i t  more or  

l e s s  a s  a r e c o r d  o f  f a c t s . :  th e  h i s t o r y  and a n t e c e d e n t s ,  t h e  

words and t h e  d e e d s ,  t h e  n a t u r e  and c h a r a c t e r  o f  th e  s u b j e c t  must 

be c l e a r l y  and c a r e f u l l y  s e t  o u t  f o r  u s .  I n  th e  g o s p e l s  we h ave  

no s u c h  i n f o r m a t i o n  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  was no s u c h  i n t e r e s t  but we 

may w e l l  a sk  w h e th er  t h e y  do n o t  p r e s e r v e  a b e t t e r  and f u l l e r  

p i c t u r e  o f  J e s u s 1 a c t i v i t y  th a n  i f  th e y  had b e e n  d i c t a t e d  by a 

p u r e ly  in f o r m a t i v e  m o t i v e .

They a r e  d i s t i n c t  from  su c h  w orks:.as X enophon1 s M em o ra b il ia ,  

A r r ia n ’ s  E p i c t e t u s ,  or  P h i l o s t r a t u s 1 L i f e  o f  A p o l lo n iu s  o f  Tyana. 

These men w ere  a l l  w r i t e r s  o f  h i s t o r i e s  who c la im e d  to  b e  making  

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to  l i t e r a t u r e ,  w h ereas  as  Hans von  Soden r i g h t l y  

a s s e r t s :  " I f  th e  g o s p e l s  have  a h i s t o r i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  f o r  u s ,



t h a t  was i n  no way t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t i o n :  t h e y  h a v e  no fo r m a l  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  e i t h e r  w i t h  a n c i e n t  B io g r a p h y  or  M e m o i r w l i t e r a t u r e . "

The a p o l o g i s t s  and l a t e r  F a t h e r s  whose t a s k  i t  v/as to  

e s t a b l i s h  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a s  a r e l i g i o n  f o r  " c i v i l i s e d "  p e o p l e s  

were f o r c e d  to  i n s i s t  t h a t  th e  g o s p e l s  had t h i s  c h a r a c t e r ,  and  

th e  ju d g em en ts  o f  J u s t i n  and P a p ia s  s e t  th e  to n e  f o r  s u c c e e d i n g  

a g e s .  But i t  was a p o s i t i o n  w h ic h  h a s  no j u s t i f i c a t i o n .

K. L . S ch m id t i n  h i s  S t e l l u n g  d er  E v a n g e l i e n  i n  d er  

a l lg e m e in e n  L i t e r a t u r g e s c h i c h t e  h as  exam ined t h i s  q u e s t i o n  a t  

some l e n g t h  and show s s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  i n  th e  

n a tu r e  o f  t h e  g o s p e l s  to  p r o v id e  a b io g r a p h y  i n  our s e n s e  o f  

th e  w ord. That w ould  demand a p o r t r a y a l  o f  t h e  l i f e  o f  a  p e r s o n  

c a r r i e d - o u t  w i t h  a r t i s t i c  s k i l l .  I t  w ould  em brace t h e  in w ard  

and ou tw ard  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y :  i n  t h i s , a rra n g em en t  

o f  m a t e r i a l ,  p s y c h o l o g i s i n g ,  and p e n - p a i n t i n g  w ould  a l l  h a v e  a 

p l a c e .

Su ch  a r e s u l t  i s  o f  c o u r s e  n o t  p r o v id e d  by t h e  g o s p e l s .

In t h e i r  f i n i s h e d  form t h e y  may be r e g a r d e d  a s  p o p u la r  b i o g r a p h i e s ,  

w hich i s  n a t u r a l l y  no argum ent a g a i n s t  t h e i r  a u t h e n t i c i t y .  I n  

a n c ie n t  t im e s  i t  i s  d o u b t f u l  w h eth er  s u c h  a p o p u la r  work was any  

l e s s  r e l i a b l e  th a n  one  w h ic h  p r o f e s s e d  to  be  a l i t e r a r y  p r o d u c t i o n !  

th e  l a t t e r  i n  f a c t  u s u a l l y  ga v e  more s c o p e  to  an im a g i n a t i v e

w r i t e r .

"Y/e may sp e a k  o f  th e  g o s p e l s  as  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  J e su s  bu t  

not a s  a h i s t o r y  o f  J e s u s ."  ( p . 90) They a r e  from  a l i t e r a r y



p o in t  o f  v i e w  j u s t  s u c h  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  w o r d s ,  d e e d s ,  s p e e c h e s ,  

and s t o r i e s  a s  may be fo u n d  a s se m b le d  round  t h e  names o f  s a i n t s  

su ch  a s  S t .  F r a n c i s .  In  s u c h  e a s e s  w hat r e s u l t s  i s  n e i t h e r  a  

p u r e ly  o b j e c t i v e  nor  a p u r e ly  s u b j e c t i v e  p i c t u r e : t h e  d e t e r m in 

in g  f a c t o r  w i l l  much r a t h e r  be t h e  r e v e r e n c e  w i t h  whi'eh t h e  

h o ly  f i g u r e  i s  r e g a r d e d .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  e a s e  o f  t h e  g o s p e l s - 

t h e i r  u s e  i n  t h e  w o r sh ip  o f  th e  Church may b e  r e a s o n a b l y  su p p o se d  

to  be a d e v e lo p m e n t  from  t h e  e a r l i e r  u s e  o f  t h e  f r a g m e n ts  i n  

d e v o t i o n a l  l i f e .  Such p r a c t i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  

o f  t r a d i t i o n  may t h e r e f o r e  be t a k e n  to  h a v e  had a f a i r l y  s t r o n g  

i n f l u e n c e .

I n  Hie i n t r o d u c t i o n  to  h i s  book o f  B a a l-S ch em , Buber  

w r i t e s :  TTI  do n o t  r e c o u n t  d a t e s  and f a c t s ,  w h ich  i n  t h e  m ass m ig h t  

be c a l l e d  t h e  b io g r a p h y  o f  B a a l-S ch em . I  b u i l d  h i s  l i f e  upon h i s  

legen d: i n  w h ic h  a r e  t h e  dreams and d e s i r e s  o f  a p e o p l e " .  We m ust

a l l o w  f o r  t h e  same f a c t o r s  i n  th e  g o s p e l s  w i t h o u t  f e e l i n g  t h a t  

th e y  l o s e  a n y t h in g  t h e r e b y .

They w ere  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  a r e l i g i o u s  movement and c a n n o t  

become h i s t o r y  e i t h e r  by  a p p ly in g  p s y c h o lo g y  or g i v i n g  romance t h e  

r e i n .  What fram ework t h e r e  i s  may g i v e  c o lo u r  to  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  

th e y  r e c o r d  f a c t s  f o r  t h e i r  own sa k e  but i n  r e a l i t y  th e  schem e  

i s  i n c i d e n t a l .  T h e ir  f i n a l  s t a g e  may h a v e  b e e n  i n s p i r e d  by a 

d e s i r e  on t h e  p a r t  o f  th e  c o l l e c t o r s  to  com pete  w i t h  t h e  Greek  

b io g r a p h ie s  a s  S treeter  s u g g e s t s  (Modern Churchman: O c t . 1934  p . 438)  

but i t  i s  more p r o b a b le  t h a t  th e y  w ere  s im p ly  handbooks f o r  

d e v o t i o n a l  or l i t u r g i c a l  u s e .



T h e ir  o r i g i n  was a t . a l l  e v e n t s  n e i t h e r  " h i s t o r i c a l ” 

nor "‘b i o g r a p h i c a l ” b u t m i s s i o n a r y :  and t h a t  p r o p a g a n d is t  e le m e n t  

ca n n o t  b e  rem oved . "The o r i g i n  and p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  t r a d i 

t i o n  h a s  th r o u g h o u t  some c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  C h r i s t o l o g y ,  p r o v id e d  

t h a t  by  C h r i s t o l o g y  we do n o t  mean a d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  

C h r i s t ,  b u t  t h e  p r e a c h in g  o f  th e  S a v io u r  and f a i t h  i n  t h e  

s a l v a t i o n  w h ic h  i s  r e v e a l e d  i n  H im .” ( D i b e l i u s :  G-ospel C r i t i c i s m  

and C h r i s t o l o g y ,  p . 4 2 . )  I t  may be s a i d  t h a t  t h e  c o m p le te  h i s 

t o r i c a l  d e t a i l s  a r e  u n a t t a i n a b l e :  t h i s  i s  i n  f a c t  t r u e .  B ut t o  

a ttem p t  t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e  b a r e  b on es  o f  h i s t o r y  from  th e  p i c t u r e  

as i t  h a s  b e e n  handed  down to  u s  i s  a f u t i l e  e f f o r t  and w ould  

be u n tr u e  to  th e  r i s e  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  We must a c c e p t  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n  a s  i t  s t a n d s  r e c o g n i s i n g  i t  a s  th e  p r o d u c t  o f  m en 's  

a s p i r a t i o n s  and b e l i e f s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e i r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  

h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t s .

A r e l i g i o n  s p r i n g s  n o t  from  a d o g m a tic  or e t h i c a l  s y s te m  

but from  communion w i t h  a god and th e  r e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r s h ip p e r s  

to  t h e i r  d i v i n i t y .  W hatever i s  s a i d  o f  th e  god w i l l  be c o lo u r e d  

by t h e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  t h a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p .

In  th e  e a r l y  Church J e s u s  d id  n o t  become f o r  them M e ss ia h  

by some d e v e lo p in g  p r o c e s s ,  i t  was no r e f l e c t i o n  t h a t  in d u c e d  them  

to  c a l l  Him Son o f  Cod. I t  was th e  k n o w led g e  o f  so m e th in g  t h e y  

c o u ld  n o t  e x p l a i n  i n  C a l i l e e  w h ich  made t h e  C ross  o n l y  th e  

b e g in n in g ,  j u s t  a s  i t  was t h e i r  kn ow led ge  o f  communion w i t h  th e  

r i s e n  C h r i s t  w h ic h  a f f e c t e d  a l l  t h e i r  th o u g h t s  r e g a r d in g  Him.
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The e le m e n t  o f  legen d , and. myth was "bound, to  e n t e r  i n

but a s  d i s t i n c t  from  o t h e r  c u l t s  i t  was a f a i t h  b a se d  on  h i s 

t o r i c a l  f a c t ,  i t s  b ackgroun d  was n o t  a l e g e n d  b u t  an e s t a b l i s h e d  

human e x i  s  t  enc e .

We ca n n o t  hope to  u n r a v e l  h i s t o r y  from  f a i t h  nor  s h o u ld  

we t r y .  H i s t o r i c a l  c r i t i c i s m  h as  i t s  own p r o v in c e  b u t i t  i s  

in c o m p e te n t  t o  d e a l  w i t h  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f .  G oguel h i n t s  a t  t h i s -  

when he s a y s  (H arvard T h e o l .  R ev iew  1930 p . 94) t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  

th r e e  p ro b lem s  c o n c e r n in g  J e s u s ;  th e  J e su s  o f  h i s t o r y ;  h i s t o r i c  

C h r i s t i a n i t y ;  and th e  r e l i g i o u s  v a l u e  o f  C h r i s t .  B ertram  (D ie  

L e i d e n s g e s c h i c h t e  J e s u  p . 100) i s  more d e f i n i t e  when he d e c l a r e s :  

”J u s t  a s  none o f  th e  e v a n g e l i s t s  f e a r e d  t h e  c o - o p e r a t i o n  o f  h i s  

im a g i n a t io n  i n  h i s  p o r t r a y a l  o f  C h r i s t ,  so  s h o u ld  we n o t  s h r in k  

from r e c o g n i s i n g  myth and l e g e n d  a s  d i v i n e  means o f  e x p r e s s i o n  

f o r  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  J e s u s ,  h a v in g  r e g a r d  to  t h e  t i m e s ” .

T h is  has  b een  r e c o g n i s e d  i n  th e  c a s e  o f  John. That we

f i n d  t h e r e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  m in g le d  w i t h  f a c t  i s  a ck n ow led ged  by  

m ost. In  i t s e l f  su c h  an a d m is s io n  i s  a v a s t  ad van ce  on th e  

h a r m o n is t s  b u t  i t  d o e s  n o t  go fair enough . For what a p p l i e s  to  

John a p p l i e s  l i k e w i s e  to  th e  S y n o p t ic s  i f  i n  a l e s s e r  d e g r e e .  

D iv in e  and human m in g le  i n  a l l  f o u r . i n  v a r y in g  p r o p o r t i o n s .  The 

e a r l i e r  g o s p e l s  show more t r a c e  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  b e c a u s e  t h e y  

c o n s i s t  l a r g e l y  o f  th e  e a r l i e s t  f r a g m e n ts ,  b u t i t  i s  f a l s e  t o  

reg a r d  them a s  more v a l u a b l e  on  t h a t  a c c o u n t .



John l o o k i n g  back o v e r  a lo n g e r  p e r i o d  o f  t h e  C h u rc h 's  

h i s t o r y  s e e s  more and more th e  d i v i n e  e le m e n t  e x c lu d in g  t h e  

human. But i n  t h e  m ain  t h e r e  i s  no d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e en  him and  

h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r s : a l l  a l i k e  have  n e i t h e r  power nor d e s i r e  to  

g i v e  a d i s p a s s i o n a t e  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  G a l i l e a n  m i n i s t r y  b u t to  show  

th e  a u th o r  o f  t h e i r  f a i t h  a s  l o r d  and S a v io u r .  The m a t e r i a l  

t h a t  l a y  n e a r e s t  th e  c o l l e c t o r s '  hands i n  th e  c a s e  o f  th e  S y n o p t i c s  

was l a r g e l y  t h o s e  a n e c d o t e s  and s a y i n g s  w h ic h  sh ed  l i g h t  on t h e  

new l i f e  t h a t  J e su s  had b r o u g h t ,  w h ereas  John w r o te  i n  a p e r i o d  

when t h e  Church lo o k e d  more i n t o  i t s  own e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  an  

e v a l u a t i o n  o f  C h r i s t  th a n  to  t h e s e  e a r l y  f r a g m e n t s .

We must d e c l i n e  to  a t te m p t  t o  s i f t  o u t  a h i s t o r i c a l  

k e r n e l  i n  Mark j u s t  as  we h a v e  b een  f o r c e d  to  do i n  th e  c a s e  o f  

Joirn: we ca n  a t  th e  b e s t  sp e a k  o f  mere p r o b a b i l i t i e s .  For i t

was o n l y  l a t e r  t h a t  any i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s t o r y  f o r  h i s t o r y ’ s  sa k e  

emerged, f o r  exam ple by th e  t im e  o f  th e  s p u r io u s  e p i s t l e s  o f  

I g n a t i u s .  I n  t h a t  a g e  g o s p e l  i n c i d e n t s  w ere r e c o r d e d  f o r  them

s e l v e s  and n o t  f o r  th e  s a l v a t i o n  t h a t  th e y  c o n t a i n e d .  They w ere  

r e g a r d e d  a s  a u t h o r i t y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  had hap p en ed , w h ereas  i n  t h e  

e a r l y  C hurch i t  was b e c a u s e  t h e y  b ro u g h t  news o f  th e  Kingdom.

.T h is  a t t i t u d e  tow ard s  th e  g o s p e l s  as  h i s t o r y  p e r s i s t e d  -  

h en ce  t h e i r  m is t a k e n  assessm ent a s  L iv e s  o f  Jesus-. H is  c h a r a c t e r  

t r a i t s  and ' 'p e r s o n a l i t y "  w ere  o f  no a c c o u n t  t o  t h e  e a r l y  Church  

however u n p le a s a n t  t h a t  may sound to  modern m in d s: i t  i s  o n ly  

t h o s e  who l a y  s t r e s s  on  t h e  h u m a n is t ic  v a lu e  o f  t h a t  p e r s o n a l i t y
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whom t h i s  a b s e n c e  o f  i n f o r m a t io n  w i l l  d i s t u r b .  What k n ow led ge  we 

have o f  Him a s  He moved a b o u t  on  e a r t h  i s  s e c o n d a r y  to  th e  r e l i g 

io u s  and d i d a c t i c  v a l u e s  w h ic h  s e c u r e d  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  m a t e r i a l .

V e r b a l  in e r r a n c y  o f  s c r i p t u r e  h a v in g  been  d i s c a r d e d  i t  i s  

im p o s s ib l e  to  m a in t a in  th e  in e r r a n c y  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t s .  We 

must t a k e  t h e  g o s p e l s  a s  a w h o le  and r e g a r d  them a s  a g e n e r a l  

p i c t u r e  o f  J e s u s 1 w ork, a s  much what He meant to  t h e  Church a s  

what He w a s .

B u ltm a n n 's  c o m p le te  s c e p t i c i s m  ( c f .  J e su s  p . 11) a s  to  our  

a b i l i t y  to  d i s c o v e r  or  s a y  a n y t h in g  a t  a l l  ab ou t th e  l i f e  and  

p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  J e s u s  i s  an u n n e c e s s a r y  c o r o l l a r y  to  th e  ab o v e  p o s i 

t i o n .  I f  t h e  g o s p e l s  c o n s i s t e d  p u r e ly  o f  l e g e n d ,  or  f u l f i l m e n t  o f  

Old T estam en t, p r o p h e c y ,  or d ogm atic  t h e o l o g y  t h e r e  m igh t be some 

r e a so n  f o r  s u c h  an a t t i t u d e .  W ith out a h i s t o r i c a l  backgroun d  

C h r i s t i a n i t y  w ould  have  c o l l a p s e d :  on th e  o t h e r  hand i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

of t h a t  h i s t o r y  was an i n e v i t a b l e  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  th e  C h u rch 's  f a i t h .

The f o u n d a t io n  o f  t h a t  f a i t h  was th e  r e s u l t  o f  e t e r n i t y  

b r e a k in g  i n  upon t im e .  J e su s  b ro u g h t  a word and a power w h ic h  

were s e t  f r e e  from  c o n t in g e n c y  th ro u g h  H is b e l i e f  i n  t h e  end o f  

th e  w o r ld .  I f  t h e r e  had b een  no such  b e l i e f  t h e r e  w ould  h a v e  b e e n  

no g o s p e l .  One o f  t h e  m is t a k e s  o f  l i b e r a l i s m  was to  t r y  to  e f f a c e  

th e  E s c h a t o l o g i c a l  s e c t i o n s  from  th e  S y n o p t i c s  and to  a p o l o g i s e  

fo r  t h e  im p r e s s io n  t h a t  J e su s  gave  o f  s h a r in g  th e  th o u g h t s  o f  

His t i m e .  A c t u a l l y  i t  was t h a t  v e r y  c o n v i c t i o n  w h ic h  g i v e s  s i g 

n i f i c a n c e  to  t h e  b e g in n in g s  o f  our r e l i g i o n .



The e r r o r  o f  l i b e r a l i s m  was to  r e g a r d  t h e  a t t r i b u t i n g  

o f  e s c h a t o l o g i c a l  b e l i e f s  to  our Lord a s  so m e th in g  w h ich  d e t r a c t e d  

from  H is  d i v i n e  a u t h o r i t y .  But w h e th er  we lo o k  on  H is  l i f e  on  

e a r t h  a s  a v o lu n t a r y  h u m i l i a t i o n  or  n o t  we a r e  bound to  r e c o g n i s e  

t h a t  a l l  human e x i s t e n c e  i s  c o n d i t i o n e d .  Wes. a r e  p e rh a p s  f o r t u n a t e  

i n  t h a t  we p o s s e s s  so l i t t l e  c o n c e r n in g  H is l i f e ,  p e rh a p s  i f  

more had b een  r e c o r d e d  th e  "Skandala" w ould  h ave  become more 

o b v io u s  th a n  t h e y  a r e  e r e  now. For s i n c e  a n y t h in g  i n  h i s t o r y  

i s  s u b j e c t  to  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  a p a r t  from  th e  human f a l l i b i l i t y  o f  

t h e  r e c o r d e r s ,  H is  words and d e e d s  ca n n o t i n  t h e i r  outw ard  form  

be f r e e  from  s u c h  d i s a b i l i t i e s .

We r e c o g n i s e  by t h i s  t im e  t h a t  our L o r d 's  k n ow led ge  was  

n o t  u n c o n d i t i o n e d ,  t h a t  th e  v e r y  f a c t  o f  H is  b e in g  b o rn  a man 

im p osed  r e s t r a i n t s ,  t h a t  n a t i o n a l i t y ,  u p b r in g in g ,  and t r a d i t i o n  

i n f l u e n c e d  Him a s  th e y  w ould  any o t h e r .  Ho l e s s  i s  t h i s  th e  c a s e  

i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  H is  e s c h a t o l o g i c a l  b e l i e f s .  V/e know now t h a t  

th e  w o r ld  d id  n o t  come to  an end a s  He e x p e c t e d ,  bu t t h a t  He 

s h o u ld  s h a r e  t h i s  b e l i e f  i s  no more s u r p r i s i n g  th a n  t h a t  He s h o u ld  

l i k e  h i s  c o n te m p o r a r ie s  be ig n o r a n t  o f  w i r e l e s s  t e l e g r a p h y .

The s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  J e su s  was n o t  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  but 

r e l i g i o u s ,  What form s H is  th o u g h t  to o k  a r e  m a t t e r s  o f  i n d i f f e r 

e n c e .  The p r im ary  f a c t  i s  t h a t  He p o s s e s s e d  so m e th in g  w h ich  

in d u c ed  th e  d i s c i p l e s  to  c a l l  Him L ord , w hich  d e a th  was u n a b le  

to  co n q u er  and w h ic h  He com m unicated b o t h  i n  H is  l i f e  on e a r t h  

and a f t e r  H is  R e s u r r e c t i o n  to  t h o s e  y/ho b e l i e v e d  i n  Him, and t h a t  

t h a t  same r e a l i t y  h as  b een  p r e s e n t  i n  th e  C h r i s t i a n  Church to  t h i s



d a y . We may c a l l  i t  d i v i n i t y ,  th e  power o f  God, new l i f e ,  

t h e  e t e r n a l ,  t h e  w o r ld  o f  t h e  s p i r i t ,  b u t w h a te v e r  name we 

g i v e  i t  i t  i s  th e  same to d a y  a s  i t  was t h e n .  So l o n g  a s  He 

was on  e a r t h  i t  was s u b j e c t  to  t h e  form s and c o n c e p t s  o f  t h e  

s i t u a t i o n  i n  w h ic h  He fo u n d  H im s e l f  -  j u s t  a s  to d a y  t h a t  power  

i n  t h e  w o r ld  i s  l i m i t e d  by th e  outw ard  c ir c u m s t a n c e s  o f  t h o s e  

who s h a r e  i t .

The form  i n  w h ic h  i t  e x p r e s s e d  i t s e l f  d u r in g  H is  l i f e 

t im e  was t h a t  o f  th e  e x p e c t a t i o n  o f  th e  com ing end: th ro u g h

t h a t  b e l i e f  H is  m e s sa g e ,  th ou gh  o u tw a r d ly  c o n d i t i o n e d ,  was i n 

w a r d ly  t h e  word o f  God w i t h  p ow er . The b e l i e f  i n  t h e  end was 

a d m i t t e d l y  m is t a k e n  b u t  t h e  r e a l i t y  b e h in d  i t ,  th e  n e a r n e s s  and  

a w f u l n e s s ,  t h e  judgem ent and th e  m ercy o f  God, was t i m e l e s s  and  

u n r e s t r i c t e d .

I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  we s h o u ld  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw e en  form  

and s u b s t a n c e .  I f  we have any b e l i e f  i n  th e  s u p e r n a t u r a l  our  

s e n s e  o f  i t s  im p ingem ent upon l i f e  w i l l  n o t  be d ep en d en t  upon  

t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  fram ew ork i n  w h ic h  i t  i s  c l o t h e d .  For our own day  

b e l i e f  i n  a c a t a s t r o p h i c  judgem ent i s  a lm o s t  w ith o u t  m eaning  

b u t t h e  k e r n e l  o f  J e s u s ' s  p r o c la m a t io n  o f  th e  Kingdom, nam ely  

t h a t  God i n t e r v e n e s  and makes H is  demands upon us h e r e  and now, 

h a s  a s  much u r g e n c y  f o r  u s  a s  f o r  H is  e a r l y  h e a r e r s .  The h i s 

t o r i c a l  form  m e r e ly  sh ro u d s  th e  s u b s t a n c e  w h ic h  i s  beyond h i s t o r y .

J e s u s  b ro u g h t  n e i t h e r  s y s te m s  o f  e t h i c s  nor programmes 

o f  r e fo rm  but b ro u g h t  men f a c e  to  f a c e  w i t h  God i n  th e  im m inence
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o f  t h e  Kingdom. H is  m i r a c l e s  w ere  s i g n s  o f  i t s  a p p ro a c h ,  H is  

w ords a h e r a l d i n g  o f  i t s  sp e e d y  r e a l i s a t i o n .  N e i t h e r  was u n 

c o n d i t i o n e d .  H is  e t h i c ,  was o b v i o u s l y  an I n t e r i m s e t h i k  -  e v e r y  

e t h i c s  i s  -  b u t i t  i s  by no means rob b ed  o f  i t s  e t e r n a l  s i g n i 

f i c a n c e  t h e r e b y .  For H is  c o n te m p o r a r ie s  He b ro u g h t  new commands 

and d e e d s  o f  w onder, f o r  mankind an . E th os  w h ich  u n d e r l i e s  a l l  

t r a n s i t o r y  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  i t  and a power o f  w h ich  H is  m i r a c l e s  

w ere  t h e  ou tw ard  fo rm . ( c f .  D ib e l iu s : E v a n g e l iu m  und W elt p . 5 9 ) .

I t  was n o t  t h a t  th e y  w ere  moved by H is  wisdom or H is  

t e a c h i n g  b u t  t h a t  th e y  k in d l e d  t h e i r  own l i v e s  from  H is .  The 

c o m p a r a t iv e  a b s e n c e  o f  q u o t a t io n s  from H is t e a c h i n g  i n  t h e  

e p i s t l e s  s h o w s t h a t  t h e y  r e c o g n is e d  t h a t  n o t  t h e  words but th e  

new l i f e  i n  Him was what m a t t e r e d .  H is s e n s e  o f  th e  n e a r n e s s  

o f  God, e x p r e s s e d  i n  H is  c h a l l e n g e  to  them to  f a c e  th e  d i v i n e  

r e a l i t y ,  and H is avowed i n t e n t i o n  o f  s h o c k in g  them i n t o  r e a l i s a 

t i o n  o f  God by c o n f r o n t i n g  them w it h  t h e  Kingdom, was to  them  

what H is  p r e s e n c e  w i t h  t h e  Ghurch th ro u g h o u t  th e  a g e s  h a s  b een  

to  t h o s e  who have  drunk o f  th e  v /a ter  o f  l i f e  w h ic h  i t  has  m e d ia t e d .  

Ho fo r m u la  h a s  ev er  been in v e n t e d  w h ich  c o u ld  d e f i n e  t h a t  power  

f o r  s a l v a t i o n ,  t h a t  l i f e  w h ich  He b ro u g h t  and s t i l l  b r in g s  from  

God. I t  was and i s  e t e r n i t y  i n  t im e ,  God i n  h u m a n ity ,  d i v i n i t y  

in  our m id s t .

I t  was a s  we have  s e e n  n o t  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  d i s c i p l e s  

to  a m a s te r  t h a t  fou n d ed  th e  Church, n o t  even  a m a ste r  who 

p r e a ch ed  and s u f f e r e d  i n  a u n iq u e  f a s h i o n ,  b u t  communion w i t h



t h e  g l o r i f i e d  C h r i s t .  That communion c o u ld  o n l y  p r o p e r l y  b e g in  

w i t h  H is  d e a t h  when He was f r e e d  from  t h e  r e s t r a i n t s  o f  m o r t a l i t y :  

y e t  i t  was c l e a r l y  p o s s i b l e  to  some e x t e n t  d u r in g  H is  l i f e ,  n o t  

to  be  c o n c e i v e d  o f  a s  sw e e t  c o n v e r s e  and f r i e n d s h i p ,  b u t  a s  a 

s e n s e  o f  awe and wonder n o t  unm ixed w i t h  f e a r .  I t  was h ow ever  on  

E a s t e r  m orning t h a t  t h e  new w o r ld  had i t s  b e g in n in g ;  th e  R e s u r r e c 

t i o n  o f  J e s u s  was t h e  f i n a l  p r o o f ,  t h e  c o r n e r - s t o n e  l a i d  upon a l l  

t h e  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h e y  had  p r e v i o u s l y  r e c e i v e d .  T h e ir  own d ead  

w ou ld  now r i s e  i n  l i k e  manner and t h e y  t h e m s e lv e s  w ould  be ca u g h t  

up to  j o i n  t h e i r  Lord and t h e i r  b r e t h r e n .

That th e  f a i t h  d id  n o t  c o l l a p s e  as th e  P a r o u s ia  hope  

r e c e d e d  i n t o  t h e  d i s t a n t  f u t u r e  i s  th e  o u t s t a n d i n g  p r o o f  o f  i t s  

r e a l i t y :  no c u l t  so  d ep en d en t  on  a m is ta k e n  b e l i e f  c o u ld  p o s s i b l y  

s u r v i v e  u n l e s s  i t  had w i t h i n  i t  th e  s u b s t a n c e  o f  t r u t h .  Though 

th e  form  was r e j e c t e d  t h e  e s s e n c e  r em a in ed . T h e ir  s e n s e  o f  t h e  

o t h e r  Y/orld was too s t r o n g  to  l e a v e  them: t h e y  c o u ld  n o t  go b a c k  

to  w here t h e y  had b e e n ,  t h e y  must go on w i t h  th e  a s s u r a n c e  t h e y  

had to  f o r m u la t e  t h e  f a i t h  i n  new w a y s .

The d o g m a tic  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  has been r e g a r d 

ed by many a s  i t s  d i s a s t e r ,  when t h e  o r i g i n a l  f i r e  c o u ld  n o t  

s u r v i v e  i n  th e  r a r i f i e d  a i r  o f  p h i l o s o p h i c  c o n c e p t s .  A d m it te d ly  

C h r i s t i a n  dogmas a r e  a com prom ise , a c o n c e s s i o n  to  t h e  w o r ld ,  b u t  

i t  was e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  t h e r e  s h o u ld  be t h i s  s u r r e n d e r  i f  t h e  f a i t h  

was t o  b e  p r e s e r v e d  a t  a l l .  A l l  t h e o l o g y  i s  a compromise b e tw een  

th e  k n o w led g e  t h a t  what we ' h ave  to  e x p r e s s  i s  i n  th e  l a s t  r e s o r t



i n e x p r e s s i b l e ,  and th e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  s e t t i n g  o u t  our b e l i e f s  i n  

an o r d e r l y  and i n t e l l i g i b l e  f a s h i o n .  C r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  d o g m a tic  

d e v e lo p m e n t  i s  no more j u s t i f i a b l e  th a n  c r i t i c i s m  o f  th e  e s c h a t o 

l o g i c a l  o u t l o o k  o f  t h e  e a r l y  Church. The i n i t i a l  e n th u s ia sm  o f  

th e  f a i t h  n e v e r  c o u ld  e x i s t  i n  t h i s  w o r ld  w i t h o u t  b e in g  com prom is

ed , i t s  h a b i t a t  i n  t im e  c o n d i t i o n e d  i t  from i t s  v e r y  i n c e p t i o n .

What we m ust r e a l i s e  i s  t h a t  b e n e a th  t h e  hard  e x t e r i o r  o f  

th e  C h r i s t i a n  c o n t r o v e r s i e s  and sy m b o ls ,  men w ere  c o n s c i o u s  o f  

t h a t  same power and r e a l i t y  w h i c h  had a p p ea red  i n  G a l i l e e ,  w ere  

a s  c o n s c i o u s  o f  t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  to  e x p r e s s  i t  a d e q u a t e l y ,  b u t  were  

a s  c o m p e l le d  t o  p r o c la im  i t  a s  th e  d i s c i p l e s .

W h e n  t h e  b e l i e f  i n  a p r e - e x i s t e n t  d y in g  and r i s i n g  Son o f  

God was f u l l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  s s  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  schem e o f  t h i n g s  i t  

may be o b j e c t e d  t h a t  t h i s  was a m i s c o n s t r u c t i o n  am ou ntin g  to  a 

b e t r a y a l  o f  t h e  G o sp e l:  but n o t h in g  c o u ld  be more u n l i k e  t h e  

t r u t h .  There i s  no g r e a t e r  p u r i t y  or  o r i g i n a l i t y  i n  th e  G ospel  

n a r r a t i v e  th a n  i n  t h e  dogmes, b o th  s p h e r e s  h ave  t o  be p e n e t r a t e d  

i n  o r d e r  t o  r e a c h  t h e  fu n d a m en ta l  r e a l i t y  w h i c h  i s  t h e  same i n

b o t h ,  t h e  word o f  God to  man.

The Kingdom o f  God had g o n e ,  t h e  P a r o u s ia  had b een  d i s 

c o u n t e d ,  b u t w h eth er  J e su s  was i n  G a l i l e e ,  or ab ou t to  come, or

r a i s e d  beyond t h e  s k i e s  f o r e v e r ,  a l l  t h a t  ch an ged  was t h e  outw ard  

form , t h e  c ir c u m s t a n c e s  or th e  e n v ir o n m e n t ,  w h i l e  t h e  i n t e g r a l  

f a c t o r  rem ain ed  t h e  sam e. D ogm atics  t h e r e f o r e  e x p r e s s  more f u l l y  

t h e  C h r i s t i a n  g o s p e l  th a n  any a t t e m p te d  rem ova l o f  them to  o b t a i n
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an o r i g i n a l  f a i t h .  S u ch  a f a i t h  i s  on  t h e  c o n t r a r y  a s  much 

e x p r e s s e d  i n  th e  d o c t r i n e  o f  "two n a t u r e s  i n  one  p e r so n "  a s  i n  

t h e  e a r l i e s t  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  r i s e n  C h r i s t ,  and much more th a n  i n  

an y  a t t e m p t  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  f a i t h  o f  t h e  e p i s t l e s  and l a t e r  

a p o l o g i s t s  to  some im a g in e d  s t a t e  o f  p r i s t i n e  in n o c e n c e .  There  

was no s u c h  i n i t i a l  s t a g e  f o r  from  t h e  b e g in n in g  C h r i s t i a n  men 

h ave  b e e n  moved to  a t t e m p t  to  e x p r e s s  i n  words what c a n  o n l y  be  

s y m b o l i s e d .

The g o s p e l s  a r e  a s  much a p r o d u c t  o f  t h i s  e f f o r t  as  t h e  

C h r i s t i a n  c r e e d :  i n  b o t h  e a s e s  t h e r e  was an endeavour  to  d e f i n e  

or d e s c r i b e  what i s  a c t u a l l y  beyond  d e s c r i p t i o n  or d e f i n i t i o n .

In  b o th  c a s e s  th e  s u r f a c e  must be  p i e r c e d  b e f o r e  t h e  t r u t h  i s  

a p p reh en d ed :  n o t  t h a t  we can  hope i n  th e  g o s p e l s  any more th an  

i n  th e  c r e e d s  to  a r r i v e  a t  a p r im ary  and fu n d a m en ta l  s t r a tu m .

The f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  a r e l i g i o u s  and n o t  a f a c t u a l  c o n t e n t  p r o 

h i b i t s  u s  from  m aking th e  a t t e m p t .  We c a n  o n ly  s e n s e  i t  a s  we 

s e n s e  t h e  d i v i n e  dynamic w h ic h  i s  common to  a Bach O r a to r io  and  

a R e v i v a l i s t  hymn.

A l i f e  s t o r y  o f  J e su s  i n  modern s t y l e  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  o f

a t t a in m e n t  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  m ix tu r e  o f  t h e  r a t i o n a l  and i r r a t i o n a l
*

t h a t  t h e  g o s p e l s  o f f e r ;  t h e y  t r y  to  e x p r e s s  what i s  i n e x p r e s s i b l e ,  

and a t  t h e  same t im e  c a r r y  o v e r  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  i n e x p r e s s i b l e  

i n t o  t h e  e x p r e s s i b l e .  Thus a h i s t o r y  o f  J e s u s ,  w h ic h  by i t s  

n a tu r e  must be r a t i o n a l  and e x p r e s s i b l e ,  i s  u n a t t a i n a b l e :  we a re  

o f f e r e d  f a i t h ,  w h ic h  i s  n e i t h e r ,  p lu s  t h a t  w h ic h  i s  c a p a b le  o f



b e in g  r e d u c e d  t o  w o rd s ,  nam ely th e  a c c o u n t  o f  t h i n g s  a s  t h e y  

we r e .

I f  we e x c lu d e  e i t h e r  th e  one  s i d e  or t h e  o th e r  we h a v e  

s o m e th in g  w h ich  may be s im p le r  b u t  i s  in a d e q u a t e ,  b e c a u s e  b o th  

w ere i n t e g r a l  t o  th e  r i s e  o f  th e  C hurch. To s t r e s s  t h e  im p o r t 

a n c e  o f  th e  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  J e su s  f o r  C h r i s t i a n i t y  i s  to  m i s 

u n d e r s ta n d  C h r i s t i a n  o r i g i n s .  Our s tu d y  o f  th e  e p i s t l e s  h as  

shown how f a r  s u c h  an i n t e r e s t  la y  from  t h e i r  m in d s , and t h a t  

t h e r e f o r e  we ca n n o t  e x p e c t  to  f i n d  i t  v/here i t  c o u ld  n o t  e x i s t .  

What i n c i d e n t s  a r e  a u t h e n t i c  and how f a r  th e y  a r e  a u t h e n t i c  i t  

i s  b e s i d e  th e  p o in t  to  enqu ire '. N e i t h e r  F o r m g e s c h ic h te  nor  

L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m  can  say  w i t h  c e r t a i n t y ,  and ev en  i f  t h e y  

c la im e d  to  e s t a b l i s h  f a c t s  we sh o u ld  h a v e  a t  th e  b e s t  to  r e c o g 

n i s e  th e  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  m ethod when a p p l i e d  to  a 

r e l i g i o u s  p r o d u c t io n .

We may s e e  h e r e  and t h e r e  what we b e l i e v e  to  be a d o g m a tic  

m o t iv e ,  or a v & t ic in iu m  ex  e v e n t u ,  a h i s t o r i c i s i n g  o f  p r o p h e c y ,  

t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  e x t r a - C h r i s t i a n  b e l i e f s  bu t we s h o u ld  be c o n t e n t  

t o  ta k e  th e  w h o le  a s  a p i c t u r e  o f  J e s u s 1 work w h ic h  th e  e a r l y  

Church c o n s id e r e d  to  be s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e i r  n e e d s .

They d id  n o t  s h a r e  our i n t e r e s t  i n  Him a s  an exam ple o f  

good  l i v i n g  or in d e e d  a s  a good man a t  a l l  b u t  a s  t h e  " in stru m en t  

o f  G od's r e v e l a t i o n " :  w h e n  t h e y  r e q u ir e d  p r o t o - t y p e s  o f  v i r t u e  

and p i e t y  t h e y  so u g h t  them i n  th e  Old T estam en t or among th e  

s a i n t s .  H is  k in d n e s s  to  c h i l d r e n ,  c h i v a l r y  to  women, l o v e  o f
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n a t u r e ,  p o e t i c  tem p eram ent, humour and d i a l e c t i c  and a l l  t h e  

q u a l i t i e s  w h ic h  a r e  s t r e s s e d  so  much to d a y  w ere  m a t t e r s  o f  i n 

d i f f e r e n c e  to  them : H is  work and n o t  H is  n a t u r e  was t h e i r  c o n 

c e r n .  We s h o u ld  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  b e c a u s e  we s h o u ld  h a v e  w r i t t e n  

s u c h  an a c c o u n t  and l a i d  s t r e s s  on  s u c h  a t t r i b u t e s  t h a t  t h e  

d i s c i p l e s  m ust h ave  b u s i e d  t h e m s e lv e s  w i t h  s i m i l a r  r e m i n i s c e n c e s .  

The d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e en  us  l i e s  i n  t h e i r  e s c h a t o l o g i c a l  o u t l o o k :  

t h e y  had no i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s t o r y  a s  h i s t o r y  b u t  a s  t h e  h i s t o r y  

o f  t h e i r  s a l v a t i o n .  T h e ir  a t t i t u d e  to  t h e  g o s p e l  m a t e r i a l  was 

l i t t l e  rem oved from  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  to  t h e  Old T es ta m en t:  " th ey  

w ere  w r i t t e n  f o r  our a d m o n it io n  upon whom t h e  ends o f  t h e  w o r ld  

a r e  come" (1 C or . 1 0 ^ ) .

I t  i s  n o t  w i t h o u t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t h a t  e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n  a r t  

a s  d i s c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  Catacombs a p p ea r s  o n ly  a t  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  

t h e  3 r d  C en tu ry  to  t a k e  any n o t i c e  o f  g o s p e l  i n c i d e n t s  or in d e e d  

to  p o r t r a y  J e s u s  a t  a l l :  u n t i l  t h e n  Old T estam en t and p agan  

m o t i f s  p r o v id e d  t h e  m a t e r i a l  f o r  m ost o f  t h e  p a i n t i n g s ,  w h i l e  

t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e l y  C h r i s t i a n  m e ssa g e  was d e p i c t e d  i n  t h e  E u c h a r i s t  

or  t h e  s y m b o l ic  f i s h .

S a l v a t i o n  was t h e i r  c o n c e r n :  to  l o o k  f o r  a n y t h in g  e l s e  

i s  to  c o n f u s e  i n c i d e n t a l s  w i t h  f u n d a m e n t a ls .  I t  was o n ly  l a t e r  

t h a t  what was o r i g i n a l l y  n o t  r e g a r d e d  a s  b io g r a p h y  b u t a s  a 

fram ework t o  th e  p r o c la m a t io n  o f  t h e  Kingdom came to  be r e g a r d e d  

a s  t h e  m ain  p u rp o se  o f  t h e  g o s p e l s .  B io g r a p h ic a l  e v e n t s  w ere  

n o t  r e c o r d e d  i n  th e  e p i s t l e s  where t h e  g o s p e l s  w ere  known b e c a u se



th e  g o s p e l s  w e re  n o t  r e g a r d e d  a s  b io g r a p h y  so lo n g  a s  t h e  e a r l y  

e x p e c t a t i o n  o f  t h e  Kingdom was m a in t a in e d .

H ence a r o s e  th e  w h o le  h o s t  o f  a p o c r y p h a l  s t o r i e s  i n  th e  

l a t e r  e v a n g e l i s t s .  I f  th e  c a n o n i c a l  i n c i d e n t s  had b e e n  lo o k e d  

on a s  b i o g r a p h i c a l  how a r e  t h e s e  c o n s c i o u s  i n v e n t i o n s  t o  be e x 

p l a i n e d ,  b e a r i n g  a s  t h e y  do no t r a c e  o f  th e  e a r l y  u r g e  w h ic h  made 

men i n d i f f e r e n t  to  a c c u r a t e  r e c o r d in g  o f  e v e n t s ?  I t  c a n  o n l y  be 

t h a t  t h e y  f e l t  t h e  n e e d  o f  b io g r a p h y ,  su ch  a s  th e  p agan s p o s s e s s 

ed, and r e a l i s e d  t h a t  t h e i r  own r e l i g i o n  had n o n e .  Much more a t  

t h i s  s t a g e  i n  t h e  C h u rch f s h i s t o r y  can we sp e a k  w i t h  S t r e e t e r  

o f  a d e s i r e  to  com pete  w i t h  th e  Q e n t i l e s  th a n  a t  t h e  e a r l y  

S y n o p t ic  p e r i o d .

T h ese  l a t t e r  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  c o n c e r n e d  to  b ea r  w i t n e s s  t o  

th e  power o f  C h r i s t ,  to  p r o c la im  t h e  s i g n s  o f  th e  com ing Kingdom, 

to  i n d i c a t e  what may be e x p e c t e d  to  hap pen  i n  t h a t  new w o r ld ,  

and t o  g i v e  g u id a n c e  a s  to  what a t t i t u d e  s h o u ld  be a d o p ted  tow ard s  

i t .  " A ll  t h a t  was w r i t t e n  o f  o ld "  -  and a l s o  t h e y  w ould  have

added "and o f  more r e c e n t  d a y s " . -  "was w r i t t e n  f o r  our i n s t r u c t i o n  
4

(Rom. 15 ) :  " i t  i s  p r o f i t a b l e  f o r  d o c t r i n e ,  f o r  r e p r o o f ,  f o r  c o r r e c
1 At i o n ,  f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  r i g h t e o u s n e s s " .  (2  Tim. 3 )

Yet t h a t  d o es  n o t  i n v o l v e  su ch  a l a s t  word a s  t h a t  o f  

S c h w e i t z e r :  "He comes to  u s  a s  One unknown, w i t h o u t  a name, a s  o f  

o l d ,  by t h e  l a k e s i d e ,  He came to  t h o s e  men who knew Him n o t " .

J e s u s  i s  no more a p e r so n a  in c o g n i ta ,  t o  u s  th a n  He v/as t o  them , 

and t h e i r  k n ow led ge  o f  Him v/as s u f f i c i e n t  to  in d u c e  th e  b e l i e f



t h a t  He w as t h e  Son o f  God. Can we a sk  f o r  more? The f a l l a c y  

o f  to d a y  i s  t h a t  we d o , and employ a l l  the. a p p a ra tu s  o f  p s y c h o lo g y  

and i m a g i n a t i o n  to  r e a d  o u t  o f  th e  g o s p e l  more th a n  t h e  Church  

e v e r  p u t  i n .

L i g h t f o o t ’ s c o n c lu d in g  words i n  h i s  " H is to r y  and I n t e r p r e 

t a t i o n  i n  t h e  G o s p e ls "  sound p erh a p s  an u n d u ly  p e s s i m i s t i c  n o t e .  

" I t  seem s th e n  t h a t  th e  form o f  th e  e a r t h l y  no l e s s  th a n  o f  t h e  

h e a v e n ly  C h r i s t  i s  f o r  t h e  most p a r t  h id d e n  from  u s .  For a l l  . 

th e  i n e s t i m a b l e  v a l u e  o f  th e  g o s p e l  t h e y  y i e l d  u s  l i t t l e  more  

th a n  a w h is p e r  o f  H is v o i c e :  we t r a c e  i n  Him bu t th e  o u t s k i r t s  

o f  H is  w a y s .  Only when we s e e  Him h e r e a f t e r  i n  H is  f u l n e s s  

s h a l l  we know Him a l s o  as He was on e a r t h .  And p e r h a p s  t h e  

more we p on d er  th e  m a t te r  th e  more c l e a r l y  we s h a l l  u n d e r s t a n d  

th e  r e a s o n  f o r  i t  and t h e r e f o r e  s h a l l  n o t  w is h  i t  o t h e r w i s e .

F or p r o b a b ly  we a r e  a t  p r e s e n t  a s  l i t t l e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  one  

as  f o r  t h e  o t h e r . "  ( p . 225)

F o r m g e s c h ic h te  i s  n o t  m e r e ly  d e s t r u c t i v e  c r i t i c i s m :  i t  

can  h a r d ly  be r e g a r d e d  a s  on th e  same p la n e  a s  t h a t  s c e p t i c i s m  

to  w h ic h  A rch b ish o p  W h ately  r e p l i e d  w i t h  h i s  fam ous " H is t o r ic  

d o u b ts  a s  to  t h e  E x i s t e n c e  o f  H apoleon  B o n a p a r te " .  I t  d o e s  n o t  

c a s t  r e f l e c t i o n  on th e  h i s t o r i c i t y  o f  J e su s  but d i s c o u n t s  a t t e m p t s  

to  f i n d  i n  th e  g o s p e l  what i s  n o t  t h e r e ,  and e n c o u r a g e s  us  to  

make t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  s e e  J e su s  as  He was s e e n  by t h e  e a r l y  Church.  

D i b e l i u s  s t a t e s  i t s  p o s i t i o n  f a i r l y  c l e a r l y  i n  h i s  l a t e s t '  book  

when he  s a y s :  "That th e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  th e  e v a n g e l i s t s  i s  to  r e l a t e

a p i e c e  o f  h i s t o r y  i s  c e r t a i n ;  but t h a t  i s  n o t  a l l ;  t h e y  want to



r e l a t e  i t  i n  s u c h  a way t h a t  t h e  r e a d e r  may comprehend what  

God w a n ted  to  s a y  to  t h e  w o r ld  th ro u g h  th e  e v e n t s  i n  q u e s t io n "

(46) and "to d e m o n s tr a te  t h a t  God H im se l f  a c t e d  and sp ok e  

th rou gh  J e s u s  o f  H azareth "  ( 6 6 ) .

I t s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  tow ards th e  a u t h e n t i c i t y  o f  t h e  g o s p e l s  

i s  in d e e d  more c o n s i d e r a b l e  th a n  i s  g e n e r a l l y  r e c o g n i s e d  f o r  

ev en  i f  we a d m it  t h a t  what in f o r m a t io n  we have  a b o u t  J e s u s  h a s  • 

b een  p r e s e r v e d  a s  i t  w ere  by a c c i d e n t ,  i t  i s  s u r e l y  more s a t i s 

f a c t o r y  th a n  t o  f a c e  th e  a l t e r n a t i v e  t h a t  th e  w hole  o f  th e  

n a r r a t i v e  m a t e r i a l  i s  an i n v e n t i o n  -  a c o n c l u s i o n  w h ic h  i s  a lm o s t  

f o r c e d  upon u s  by a p e r u s a l  o f  t h e  Hew T estam en t w r i t i n g s  o u tw i ih  

th e  g o s p e l s .

E i t h e r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  t h e s e  e a r l i e s t  i s o l a t e d  fr a g m e n ts  

v/as to  w in  men, to  p e r su a d e  them , to  c o n f ir m  t h e i r  f a i t h ,  and  

f o r  t h i s  p u r p o se  th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a c t u a l  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  l i f e  

o f  J e su s  was s e c o n d a r y  -  t h a t  i s ,  we h ave  a r e f l e c t i o n  o f  th e  

h i s t o r i c a l  a n t e c e d e n t s  -  or e l s e  we a r e  f a c e d  w i t h  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  

o f  t h e i r  b e in g  t o t a l l y  u n h i s t o r i c a l . Once t h e  p e r so n a l-m e m o ir  

t h e o r y  h as  b een  d i s p o s e d  o f  -  and t h e r e  i s  n o t h in g  to  su p p o r t  i t  -  

F o r m g e s c h ic h te  w i t h  i t s  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  "hidden  y e a r s ” o f  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n  o f f e r s  t h e  m ost s a t i s f a c t o r y  s o l u t i o n .

I t  i s  p r o b a b ly  r i g h t  i n  h o ld in g  t h a t  th e  s a y i n g s  o f  J e su s  

w ere p r e s e r v e d  w i t h  more a c c u r a c y  th a n  th e  n a r r a t iv e s  -  we h ave  

o b s e r v e d  t r a c e s  o f  t h i s  te n d e n c y  i n  t h e  e p i s t l e s  -  and i n  m aking  

a d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  h i s t o r i c  v a l u e  b e tw een  m i r a c l e s  w h ich  ap p ear  t o



b e  i n t i m a t e l y  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  th e  p r e a c h in g  o f  t h e  Kingdom and  

t h o s e  w h ic h  b e t r a y  no s u c h  i n t e r e s t  (P arad igm en  and N o v e l l e n )  . 

W hether P i b e l i u s  i s  c o r r e c t  i n  a s su m in g  t h a t  t h e s e  p a r a d ig m a t ic  

fr a g m e n ts  e x i s t e d  from  th e  b e g in n in g  a s  a w h o le  o r  w h e th e r  t h e y  

w ere  a s  Bultm ann h o ld s  o r i g i n a l l y  s a y i n g s  f o r  w h ic h  an i n t r o 

d u c t i o n  was s u p p l i e d  may r em a in  an op en  q u e s t i o n .

The f a c t  f o r  t h e o l o g y  i s  t h a t  we must r e c o g n i s e  t h a t  

t h e  p i c t u r e  o f  J e su s  i s  h i s t o r y - c u m - f  a i  th  and Hew T esta m en t  

c r i t i c i s m  i s  u n a b le  to  s a y  d e f i n i t e l y  w here  t h e  l i n e  m ust be  

drawn. Nor w o u ld  t h i s . b e  l e g i t i m a t e ,  f o r  s i n c e  t h e  b e l i e f  i n  

t h e  Kingdom o f  God c o n s t i t u t e d  C h r i s t i a n i t y  and n o t  th e  human- 

l i f e  o f  J e s u s  we a r e  f a c e d  w i t h  s o m e th in g  w h ic h  i s  n o t  r e d u c i b l e  

to  o r d in a r y  c a t e g o r i e s ,  we a re  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  i r r a t i o n a l  

and i n c a l c u l a b l e  b e f o r e  w h ic h  a l l  c r i t i c i s m  m ust bow i t s  h e a d .  

There we a r e  i n  a w o r ld  w h ich  t r a n s c e n d s  h i s t o r y  and our e v e r y 

day ju dgm ents  must b e /S u sp e n d e d .  We may c r i t i c i s e  th e  form  

w h ic h  t h a t  t r a n s c e n d e n t  t a k e s  i n  th e  te m p o r a l  but we c a n n o t  do 

more th a n  s t r i v e  to  r e c a p t u r e  t h e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  th e  s u p e r 

n a t u r a l  w h ic h  t h o s e  who form ed t h e  t r a d i t i o n  p o s s e s s e d .


