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Chapter I

The Meaning of Primitive

The question of the value of a study such as this depends at the
outset upor the definition of "primitive®, Strictly speaking
"primitive® 1z near to the beginnihgs, the origins of the things
so desiymated.s The "primitive" in man, therefore, should be
that which characterises him near his origin as man, when he
began to be humang Remote as that may seem to bhe from us, there
are not wanting materials, as we shall see presehtly, for knowing |
something about it, The reconstruction of the skull & thence
also of the brain of fossil man, from remains preserved from the
ages when, along with human characters, hls bodily structure was
full of vestiges of his kinship to the anthropoid apes, throws
unexpected light upon how he must have thought, & upon the diffex-
~oice in that regard between him & olvilised or mmiwx cultured

nan, But we give the term a fuller extension, albeit with all

necessary caution, We accept this statement by Pror, Hopkins of
Yale as expressing our views "In using the word prinmitive of
9arly undeveloped forms of religlion it rmst be understood that
primitive is not synonymous with primordisal, The word is applia-
~ad exactly as it is commonly applied to primitive art, to connm
~ote art found among peoples at a low stage to~day or in ancient
+ines, .1. When we thus inelude under primktive the mind of the
savage who, in the present day, is at a low stage of culture &
in religion, as in other respects, is at the "levels" probsbly

\
The History of Religions. E.Washturn Hopkins,(Macmillan., 1918) J
Pel4.
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occupled by early mmm, the range of the study is very greatly
increased,

"With some exceptions", says Prof, Hopkins, continuing the sentence
Just quoted, "the simpler form is the more primitive form of
thought, whether In art or religion." And in pursuing man's
thoughts on reljgglion to thelr simpler & rore primitive forms, the
student of religion is merely following the most modern method
of other sclences, The hyper-sensitive student of anatomy nay
view with disgust the snail or worm he is required to dissect,
until he discovers that their digestive system is a kinad of
Alagram or groundplan of the human & enables him to see how the
rore cpmplex system has heen built up, The zoologist finds in
the nervous arrangements of the mollusc or the sea~anemone ana=
~logues to the simplest nervous reflexes of the human body which
are the antecedents & rudimentery forms of thinking, So the
Investigator of neligion sees a great & keemly discrininating
light cast upon its highest forms from its simpler & ruder expres—
~silons in primitive & savage lifofrhore is no modern science
*hich does not assume the Law of Evolution as the backbone of its
study; & the sciences of religion are no exception, The richest
{1lumingtion of the growing thing is to see it grow - especially,
& this is important, when keeping the highest stages, the perfect-
-ion of the thing, always in view, The end interpretis the be~
=~ginnings, as Aristotle taught us to say, rather than the begins




~nings the end. The seed by itself has little meaning until the
flower it 13 to become sheds backward its radiance upon it, Each
of the great evolutionary Sclences, it is sometimes forgotten,
has some rich & complex form or forms always in its mind as it
investigates what is rudimentary & primitive, The zoologist
never quite forgets that the splendid orgenism of man is "the
roof & crown of things®, The astronomer as he studies the nebulm
=a@ has at the back of his mind that "daedal® earth on which he
stands at his telescope, And the student of religion, let us
32y, the Christian philosopher, is but following the same legite
=inate track when he views all the previous stages in the evol-
~ution of religion & morals in the light of the highest forms,
the richest unifications, of these,known to him, such as an ideal
humanity or an ideal of human society, With these final express—
=ions, which in some sense are also final causes, ix xdkmw of
man's progress in view, the rudimentary formas of his belief &
conduct are illuminated with meaning, & the direction of his
tendencies becomes significange On the other hand, these prime
=itive e]ements & tendencies throw light upon the highest embod~-
=imentw of ethiocs & religion from their simple, disgrammatic
forms; & the value, which modern science keenly naintains in all
its spheres, of seeing a process of evolution slong the whole
Iine of its development ~ stage melting into stage -~ may justly
be claimed for the study of the Psychol ogy of Primitive Relipg~

Hionq
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Professor Elliot Smitk, in dealing with the word "primitive®,
Aeclares that "1t 1s necessary to protest against the cormon misa
~use of this expression, of which”, he says, "modern ethnologists
in partioular are guilty. For instance, it has become a practw
=ice to refer to all the‘customs & traditions of such peoples as
the ahoriginal Anstralians & the Bushmen of South Africa as 'prim-
=itive', although it is patent that many of these elements of
culture, & especially those which are most often used as illustr-
~ations of 'prinitive’ beliefs & practices, & labelled as such,
have been borrowed in relatively recent times from rore advanced
& alien civil lsations.“l‘ This staterient we quote not recause
e are in agreement with it, b::alilzoexpresses a8 theory whose sub=
~stantiation would considerably reduce the value of any psychol=
=ogical analysis which might be attempted of primitive mind. The
difference hetween this theory & what this new school would call
the orthodox ethnology is concentrated in the contrasted inter-
=protations given of a large fact with which all anthropologists
are familiar, This fact is the striking similarity of human
institutions in all ages of man's development & in widely separ-
~ated areas &f the world, Identical or extremely similar ideas,
ryths, customs, magical & religious rites, forms of art, invent-
-ionsoi discoveries, & invented articles, are found among tribes

the most remote from each other, There are, for instance, no

!mown peoples who are ignorant of fire, just as the trihes have

The Evolution of Man, (Oxford)l924. pp. 49-50,
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et to be Aiscovered which have no beliefs that can neither be
calied religious nor described as at least tending towsrds relipw
~lon, Of invented things, the universality of wrought flints

of Neolithic or Palaeoldthic tvpe which are found in all quarters
of the globe & align the Australian native of to~day with the
Mousterian man of perhaps a hundred thousand years ago, is a good
oxample, Or agaln, of the "bull-~roarer? that simple piece of
sharpened stick?‘;\ndrew Lang wrotes "It is found, alwavs as a
sacred instrument, emploved in religious mysteries, in New Mexico
in Australia, in New Zealand, in ancient Greece & in Africa;
vhile it is a peasant boy's plaything in England."l. The Spane
=iards invading Mexico found a sacramental service among the Az~
~tecdpresenting astonishing reserblances to the Christian Euchar-
—-ist.z. The conquerors, indeed, regarded the native ceremonies

as nalignant caricatures invented by the devil in mockery of the
true sacred rites of the Catholic Church, As a further example,
baptismal washing or sprinkling af a child in oconnection with the
glving of a name existed among the Cherokees, the Peruvians, the
Yegroes of the Guinea coast, & many other tribes in different p=xx
parts of the world.

The two main explanations of these similarities in religlous
iInstitutions & practices which, up to a few years ago, had occum=
~red to anthropologists, are thus stated by Dr, L.R.Farnell. Re-
~ferring to Anthropolagy, he says; "It has shown us that through

Custom & Myth.(Longmans) p.3l.
Primitive Ritual & Belief, E,O0.James, p.133,




all the present socleties of savage men there prevails an extras
~ordinary unifomity, in spite of much local variation, in ritusl
& nythology, a unifomity so striking as to suggest belief in an
ultinately identical tradition, or, perhaps more reasonably, the
psychologlc theory that the human braif-cell in Aifferent races
alt the same stage of development responds with the same rel igious
speech or the same religious act to the same stirmli supplied by
the environment."l. The former of the two explanations here
slven by Dr. Farnell refers really to the old theory of a dogmat-
~ic orthodoxy, that there was an original revelation of God to
nan, & consesuently an original monotheism from which the count-
=less superstitions & varieties of religion grew by a process of
degeneration, So considerable an authority as Prof, Jevons
adhered to this theory in his earlier works, & he endeavoured to
fdentiry, without much success,the tribal god of totemism with
such a rnonotheistic belief; but he has since altered his opinion,
This idea is so o‘loarly the product of a credal position & dogm-
=atic blas that we shall not stay to refute it,

More irportant is the theory to which the brilliant ¥, H, R.
Rivers inclined in the last year or two before his death, to
which G,Ell1iot Smith has attached his distingulshed name, & which
Prof, W.J. Perry devotes himsel? with equal industry & ingenuity
to substantiating, Rivers pointed out with truth that the reast-

=lon against the orthodox theological theory just mentioned went

The Evolution of Religion, p.9



too far in its neglect of the influence of degeneration on the
history of human society.l. The many cases in which degeneration
rhad actually taken placg thus csme to be ignored, Where, for ex-
=ample, the means of navigation were rude, it was not realised
that in such cases a higher art rniight have been lost through
degeneration, Hence very early nigratiors across wide seas were
ruled out as impossible, But once degeneration was restored as
~ factor in the argument, & such migrations were seen 4o he
feasihle without the hypothesis of land connections, the possib-
~ility of transmission of one culture over a wide area of the
slobe was recovered, From his study of the Melanesians & Polvae
-nesians Rivers was rmuch irpressed hy the evidence of nigrations
over large areas of the South feas, & of the transmisaion of the
culture of a higher people to a lower, masked often, however, by
the incapacity of the lower race to retain the transmitted belier
or practice, or only in a mutilated forme The importance of
this transmission hypothesis 1ies in the fact that it accounts
for similarities Iin ideas & rites among far-separated peoples hy
the contast of one race with another by means of migration, In
such a c2se what might seem to be "primitive”,~a myth, a religio=
-~us rite, a magieal practiceg & original to % people, may
prov; to have been derived from some superior & perhaps forgotten
race,

are
A full statement & oriticiam of this theory here % not possible,

Medicine, Magioc & Religion. pp.58-59,
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We sirply sketeh it as a background to the psychological theory
*hich we hold & which must be adjusted to the truth in it, Ve
find 1% carried out with great thoroughness by Professow Elliot
Smith. The essence of his view is that all man's beliefs were
practically created at a certain, no doubt verv extensive, period,
% probably by ohe race, the Pre-dynastic Ngvptians, In refer-
~ring %0 myths & bellefs connected with agriculture & irrigation
in Egypt, he says that they "came to include within their scope
111 the innermost beliefs of mankind at{?ﬁnw when the foundat-
~lons of the thoughts & hopes of civilisred man for all time were
being extabl 1shod."1. At this time,, he says,man was "framing the
whole of his beliefs", The effects of this first svstem of thoue
~ght "are seen not only in the ritual practices of every religion
hut also in the direction of the innermost thoughts of all peoples
& their expression in every lm,g;uaga."2 These heliers it is
maintained by this school were carried Into all quarters of the
world by the diffusion & migrations of a peeple, called by b,
Perry "the Children of the Sun", who mumified their dead, made
mnegalithie tombs & monuments, & worshipped the sun, ¥ would de
contended, moreover, that the religious ideas & customs & the
nagical practices of savage man everywhere have not originated

in the country in which they are found or in the crude reflect-
=ions of the people who hold them, but have filtered through to
them from direct or indirect contact with that wonderful origin-

The Evolutionm of Man, G, Elliot Smith, (Milford. 1924.) p.128
op. cito P.130.
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~ating race,

We shall mark our divergence fror. this theory hy referegce to two
further sentences of Prof, Elliot Smith, which we quote, italicm
=ising the first for its bearing on our own position, In speal=
~ing of the elements of civilisation, he sayss "There is no nat~

-ural impulse in Man to invent such customs or ability to do so

indlependently in one peneration, In other words, the possession
of the arts of civilisation by any population is positive evid-

~&énce of the most definite kind of contact, directly or indirest
' 1

13

~1ly, with the people who actually invented their particular arts,
It appears, then, that there is such a thing as invention & orige
~inglity, And there seems to be no good reason for supposing
that the mind of man was nowhere inventive & original except
among the Pre~dvnastio Egyptianse Yot this is distinotly the
impression conveyed by Prof. Perry in his book, "Iho‘Origin of
Magic & Religion", where we must say the arguments appear to us
often highly conjectural & ill-supported, Ouxr position is quite
the contrary to that of Dr. Elliot Smith in the statement we have
italicised, There _i;_s_ in man just such a natural impulse as he
Aenies, It is an impulse which it is the main purpose of this
essay to investigate, an lrmpulse which is in the nature of mind
& is operative in all races, It is the impulse towards unific=
=ation, the tendency to unify both his thought & his practical
life, what we shall name his Quest for Unity, In this endeavour

]
The Evolution of lane P.122,
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the imperfection of his instrurment, his mind, its slow growth
itself in unification & in all its powers, its uncertain grasp
upon phenomena, accounts alike for the crudeness & irmense vari-
~ety of his primitive bellers on the one hand, & his long periods
of stagnation at low levels of culture, on the other; while the
developing power of unification, of mental integration, is the
means by which he attains the loftiest achievments of his philo=
~sophy & his art, his ethiocs & his religion,

The dust of the controversy between the Transmission & the Psych=
~ological Theories of primitive mind is still in the airs & time
rust be allowed for the newer hypothesis to he tested by refer~
=ance to the facts it sets out to explain, In adhering to the
other, we would acknowledge the value of the transmission theory
in directing attention to the great part played by the migration
& contact of peoples, & the oconsequent diffusion of one culture
over a wide area, & also to the important role of degeneration
of races, so that the higher culture becomes a half-forgotien
tale, a myth, a dim memory of a Golden Age, These must be given
their place in the causatior of similarities of human belief &
oustom in lands far distant from each other., We should also
accept Prof, Elliot Smith's oriticism of the idea involved in the
phrase "psychic unity” emplofed by some of the older school of

1,

ethnologists to acocount for these similarities, It involl:ros&. e
, an

imagine, sn unnecessary dogmatic postulate, On the othor«wo

1. Op. cit, pp. 112 7.
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should dissent from the idea of Rivers that ihe Psychological
theory takes the view that "{he human mind is the same everywhere
o on tne contrary, the human mind is different at different
stages of its Rkptwemwk development, just as the human brain is;
& both are Aifferent in various races, And these differences
account for rwuch in the variety of human belief & custom, But
we shall maintain throughout this study that the resemblances in
man's ideas & practices are chiefly traceable to the similarity
In structure of the human brain wwerywhere & in the consequent
nature of his mind. As the physical organ is at all known stage
=as of man's history subhstantially the same in constitution & in
nervous processes, so the mind has certain universal charactexw
=igtics, powers & methods of action, The lowest savage has the
tendency, however ineffectual it often is, to work up his percep=
~ts into concepts, to form general ideas from observed facts; &
he succeeds even in arriving at what are for him general laws, xx
rague & faulty as they are to us, Given data he makes inferen~
=cen & leaps at conclusions: often the inference is an unexpected
one, & he takes a very long & erratic leap which lands him in
some odd places & queer notions; but he is learning to walk ment~
~ally, feebly essaying the road to sclence & phiiosophv, This
similarity of the operation of the brain is seen in the nineteen~
~th century intellects of Darwin & Russell Wallace, which worling

on the same data arrived simultaneously at the Theory of Evolut-

Medicine Magic & Religion. p.?7.
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=ion; & it accounts for numerous claims in the same age to prior-
~ity with respect to the same invention or discovery, of which
~.-rireless' telegraphy & the "tanks" are fariliar exerples, Zhe
similar operations of the cormon nind of the race -~ more fragment
=ary in their data, more rudimentary in their powers, & vaguer
in their resulis -~ explain the appearance of such institutions as
Exogamy, Totemism, & the many purificatory rituals, in nmost

1idel y-3eparated peoples & portions of the globe,

Moreover, the data for the thoughts & inferences of primitive man
are very limited, & they 'ﬁggy mich the same everywhere.,thEs—=amm,
The nearer we come to the primitive man, the more the means to
his ends tend to coincide over the whole race, as is shown by
flint tools & wespons scattered all over the world & in many
strata of time. Hence, as might be expeoted, the similarity in
the means he takes in various peoples & ages to express his early
meligious & social ideas & to attain his crude moral & spiritual
ands, As Mr, Stanley A. Cook well says: "if we look back upon
the history of thought, it is obvious that there was once a time
vhen the amount of divergence must have heen exceedingly small.
The factors that made for variation of ideas were wanting, &, as
we repeatedly see in primitive or rudimentary societies, a cert~
=2in oneness of all thought is characteristic of the lower levels,,
Starting as we must with groups, & not with isolated individuals,
7e 1ust conceive a sta,gé of development when the cOnth:il’.s of
rninds were quantitatively wery small & closely related."'

The Study of Religions. p.584.
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There is, therefore, a primitive type of brain, such, for instance,
as that of Palaeolithic Neanderthal man or that of the existing
native Australian: there is a prinitive type of mind, such as

are those in which imagination is active, the brain centres for
it being well~developed, while, owing to lack of pre-frontal dev~
-~6loprient of the cortex, there is a deficiency in reason, co-
~ordination & control, Those beliefs & oustoms of savage man
are prinmitive which are the product of that primitive type of
mind, or of non~primitive mind which for some reason or other
eeps the co-ordinative, reasoning, controlling power in abeyance,
That man is “"primitive", vhether he is a Vedda of Ceylon of a

Furopean peasant, whose ideas & practices are of that character.




Chapter 11

liaterials for a Psychology of Primitive Man

1, Maturally the first source of data for a psychology of the prim-
~ive rind is Palaeontology, The fossil remains of early man &
the relics of his life & work discovered & investigated by that
sclence are surprisingly fruitful ir knowledge of hinm constdexring
the fragmentary nature of the material, The reason is, of
course, that we can bring to bear upon each small relic of his
anatomy or his work our general knowledge of the bodily & mental
structure of rnan, both savage & civilised, as he is, & thus fom
1 falr idea of what he was like & even of what he thought, But
hesides this, the remains of prinitive man in fossil & other foms
are themselves so nurerous & so well-authenticated that there may
he said to be a sufficiently continuous anatomical chain of inter-
-mediate forms hetween modern man & a generalised ancesior both
of him & of the existing anthropoid apes, For example, the
Heanderthal type of man, so-called from Feanderthal near Hissel
=dorf vhere one of the earl icsfspocimms was f&and, is represen~
=ted by a great many remalms, portions of & even complete skelet-
-ons, It is not necessary for our particular purpose in this
#tudy that we should trace the anatomical history of msn from the
beginning down to modern times, There are numerous works in

7y

vhich thisldono. The data we are seei:ing may hest be found by

glaneing at a number of the types of early nan & s¥ages of his

<
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development, & observing the relation hetween them & the type of
rnind by which they may have- been accorpanied, the psychologicnl
characters of his mind, indeed, which can with some acouracy be
inferred from his anatomical siructure & above all, naturally,
fror: the structure of his skull & of his brain as inferred fron
his skull.

(2)s In turning, then, first to Homo neanderthalensis, it is to De

noted at the outset that this race is generally regarded by
anthropologistis as not an ancestor of modern man but as constit~
=Uting a distinoet species which became extinct. None the less
vhat can be gathered concerning his mind is of ruch interest to -
us, Elljiot Sinith gdves a vivid picture of him, which we may
quote as displaying many of the sub=human characters which rust
have helonged to man's true sncestors. "His short, thick-set,

% coarsely built body was carried in a half-stooping slouch upon
short, powerful, & half~flexed leps of peculiarly ungraceful fomrn.
His thick neck sloped forward from the broad shoulders to support
the massive flattened head, which protruded forward, so as to
form an unbroken curve of neck & back, in place of the alternat=
~ion of curves vwhich is one of the graces of the truly erect Homo
ssplens, The heavy overhanging eyebrow-ridges & retreating
férohead, the great coarse face wiih its large eye-sockets, broed
nose, & receding chin, combined to corplete the picture of un-~

~atiractiveness, which it is momprobable than not was still
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further erphasised by a shaggy covering of hair over rost of the
bodye. The arms were relatively short, & the exceptionally large
hands lacked the delicacy & the nicely-halanced co-~operation of
thurmb & fingers which is regarded as one of the rmost Aistinctive
of human characteristics,“ ’ Zo this strange being, so ape-like
in many respects, we cannot deny the name of human; for he knew
the use of fire, inade rude flint weapons, hunted the siwphaxk
mnarmoth & the wooﬁy rhineceros.. in Europe during more than one

i€ is probable
lce~s;e, &,—-st-rangr:r—to—/t%&fﬁc—ef—su-l-l—. buried his dead with

some faith in a future 1life,

There 1s special significance in the character of the brain of
Neanderthal Man, His skull & pwesumably his zxaxkum brain were
actually larger than those of modern Europeans. But Elliot
Briith points out that "the development of the brain of Neander-
thal Man was partial & unequal, Thet part of the organ which
rlays the outstanding part in determining mend&l superiority was

not only relatively, but getually, much smeller than it is in

Homo sapiens, The large size of the Neanderthal brain was due -

to a great development of that region which was probably concern-
;-o‘i primarily with the mere recording of the fruits of experience
rather than with the acquisition of great skill in the use of the
hand & the attainment of the sort of knowledge that comes with
nanual exporiment.,"z. The importance of this characteristic of
Neanderthal g‘&. 1ies in the fact that the low development of

The Evolution of Man. pp.689-70.
Op. clit, p.70.
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of the frontal region of the cranium is necessarily accorpanied
hy a low development of the pre-~frontal region of the brain, It
is striking to discover that this deficiency in the frontal part
of the cortex is shared by the human infant, & by such a primitive
axisting type as the Australian aborigine, with Neanderthal Man.
The cerehbral area referred to is that in which the power of co-
~ordination or of unification resides, In its lowest develop~
=ment this co~-ordinatior iz at first simply of ruscular riovement,
rarticularly of the r.ands & eyes; but with the increase in size
& refinement of this preefrontal rsgion of the neo-pallium, the
power of co~ordination also grows until the mind is capable of
making complex wholes of its experience, & of integrating $ts |
thought into the higher unifications of religion, science & philo-~
=~sophv, On the other hand, it is part of our task to show in ‘
later pages how the absence or defect of this capacity of co~oxrd~
~inative thought accounts for the forms taken by the bellefs &
custorns of primitive & savage man,

(b)e At an immense distance in earlier time from the appearance of
Neanderthal Man in the world, there existed a creature of a
nature & characteristics so ambiguous that there was for a tinme

after its diwcovery in a few fossil fragnenis a vigorous contro~

~versy as to whether it was ape or man, Pitrhecanthropus erectus}

reconstructed from & skull, a feur, two molars & one pre-molar

tooth unearthed by Dr, Dubois in Java in 1894, is now, however,
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generally accepted as belonging to the human family, & as the
nos¥ prinitive known member of it. It is at least as early as
the Lower Pleistocene, There are two characters observable in
this most ancient skeleton which are extremely interesting to us
as pointing forward to the line of human progress & hinting at
the development of early man's psychology.

The flrst point is that the skull of Pithecanthropus shows that

the speech cenires in the brain were highly developed, the corres-
=pondirg lobe belng twice the size of that of the ape, though
still onliy half that of the normal human, "The endooranial cast
of Pithecanthropus”, says Elliot Smith, "reveals a localised &
precocious expansion of those areas of the brain which we assoc~
~iate with th§ power of articulate speech, that is, ability to
nppreciate, in a far greater degree than other animals are cap~
~abhle of, the aulitory syrbolism of sounds, & to reproduce them
28 A means of cormunication with its fellows, not merely as sig=
~nals expressive of emotional states, such as moat animals can
irpress upon one another, but also as the means for transmitting
information & ideas, & atteining the communion of krowledge &
helief that is Man's exclusive prerOgativo.'l. This suggests the
important question as to the relation between man's brain & his
humaz; characters on the one hand, & the modifications of his

hodily structure in the process of its evolutio%. Here, for
on the other

Op. cit. Pe 84,
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instance, we hare highly-developed speech centres combined with
the erect position of the hody, The necessary connection is
ovident enough; for the hanging position of the head in quadru~
~peds makes the free passage of sound lmpossitle & prevents the
svolution of such vocal orpans as are compatible with artisulate
speech,

The second proint which emerges, a similar & related one to the
first, from this glimpse of the Java Man, is kaised by the fact
that the ferur of this skeleton is of a less apelike & more human
sharacter than the skull, Prof. Scott~Elliot has pointed out
that this is " a curious confirmation of what ought to lLappen on

theoretieal grounds, Man theoretically ought to have begun to

valk uprightly beforolhis brain developed to the average scale
.
required in mankind," This statement is substantially txrue, 1irf
it is remembered that there is an erect position of the body
epart from wallking upfight, which was attained by those more
primitive forms, such as the Tree-Shrews of ithe type of the
Spectral Tarsier, which wers the probable ancestors of the Bimi!a
=88 & thus of nan. In any case, the relation of the erect’
to the bram
fosture of the bodsxremains the same, The forward hanging pos~

~ition of the head in quadrupeds & to & less degree in arboreal

2pes, necessitates stromg neck rmscles & massive bony attachments
on the skull, The erect position, with the skull resting as on

the top of a columm, dispons’es with theze ruscles & their attache

Primitive Man & his Story. Scott-Elliot. p.44.
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~rmente, & gives roor & opportunity for backward enlargement of
the brain).It 1s clear also that in the hanging position only a
linited weight of brain is tolerable, while in the resting posit-
=ion there is rnuch greater scope, Agaln, the massive projecting
Jaw in apelike forms demands powerful ruscles, especlially with thg
added weight of heavy teeth, & these ruscles require strong bony
ridges about the termples & eye-ortits for their atiachment, As
the jaw recedes & the teeth decline in size & welght - perhaps
as a result of the invention of fire & the eating of cooked food
= these rmuscles grow less riassive, the bony ridges cease to be
necessary, & a larger frontal development & a higher forehead
heacome possible,

(c)e The remark just made points to the fact that at a certain stage
in his evolution man's fiiness to survive in the sirugglbe for e
sxistence concentrated in his brain, We may connect this ract
with a third early human type which occurs on the evelutionary
ladder somewhere hetween Pithecanthropus & Neamderthsl Men, It
is the fossil type known as EKoanthropus or frori the place of its
discovery in Sussex, Piltdown Man. There has heen a farous
Alspute concerning these fragments, the crucial point of which
vas the question whethexr the exiremiely apelike lower jaw found
near them belonged to this undoubtedly human individual. In
accepting Elllot Smith's view that the whole of the remains con=

~8titute a very early humar type, we may quote the inference he




connects with 1t. "The duistanding interest of the Piltdown
skull is the confirmation it afroids of the view that in the
evolution of Man the brain led the way, gt is the veriest tru-
~ism that Man has emerged from the sinian state in virtue éf the
enrichment of the structure of hisx mird. It is singular that so
ruch biological speculation has neglected to give adequate recogs
=nition to this dardinal ?nmct, The brain attained what may be
termed the hi@man rank at a time when the jaws & face, & no doubt
the body also, still retained rmuch of the uncouthness of Man's
asinian ancestors, In other words, Man at first, so far as his
seneral appearance & 'bulld' are concerned, was merely an Ape
with an overgrown brain. The importance of the Piltdown skull
lles in the fact that it affords tangible rockdwwoxs confirmation -
of these inferences,'l.

Up to a certain point then, the bodily organisation of the being
*ho ultirately becarme Man was the main subject for development.
He acquired, for instance, the kind of jaw & teeih necessary for
the kind of food ~ nuts, fruits & the like -~ he lived upon. But
he was neither strong nor swift enough to escape the great carn-
~ivora among which he lived ~ had it not been for the irees, ‘ge
survived because, like his fellow-primates, he was not "probably
rrboreal” as Robert Louls Stevenson called ﬁis far-hack ancestor,
but actually so, When, therefore, he left the irees & walked
on thoe ground, his chance of survival would have fallen to zero,
But here, so to say, the brain stepped in. Mental power took

charge of the business of life, The erect position into which

Op. cit. pp,67~588,
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he was probsbly forced by the thinning of the trees & the vanish-

~ing of the forest, gave room for the growth of the brain, Man's

organs of speech In their new position became capable of a new
variety of sounds, & he acquired his unique possession of langum~

=age, Words became the instiruments rnot merely of speech but of

thought, & reflection as well as language hegan to be artioculate.

The great advantage of speecl: would be in making cooperation,
social action, possible, A mere bleat or growl night call an-
mother to his assistance; but to be able to spesk is to have the

rowver to communicate a plan & to unite in common action, "The

Aifferentia of ma.n", says Marett, "the quality that marks him of?

is
from the other animals kinds -Aundoubtedly the power of artiocul-

=ate speech. Thereby his mind itself becomes articulathe. Ir
language is ultinately a creation of the intellect, yet hardlir
less fundementally is the intellect a creation of language o ’
(d)e A very irportant element in the development of man:s brain &
| sonsequently of his psychology is curiously connected with an
interesting phase in his very distant animal ancestry, The
striking part discovered by Profe Elllot Smith, his pupil Mr. W

Wood Jores, & others, to have been played by a family of ancient

small insectivores, the Sree-~Shrews, in the ancestry of man & the

history of his brain, is one of the recent romances of discovery
in this rield, We can only briefly touch upon the two sallient

points in the story. The first is the substitution of reliance

1. Anthropology. R.R.arett. (Williams & Norgate,1823) p.130,
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upor. the sense of sight, upon vision, in one of these Bhrew-1ile
sreatures for reliance upon smell & the olffactory functions.
This occurred when it became arboreal, The result of this as
shown in Tarsius, or the Spectral Tarsiwe, that curious living
representative of extinct types, is "a noteworthy reduction in
the size of the olfactory parts of the brain" & "an enormous
*development of the wisual cortex in the neo-pallium,“l. The
evolution which brought the eyes to the front in Tarsius was s
step in the direction of the conjugation of the eyes so as to
co~ordinate two images into one, which is the function of stereo-
mscopic vision.a. This i3 not yet in the power of the little
Tree~Shrew, but it 1s on the way towards it, Out of this simple
tendency to stereoscopic vision, to co-ordinaté the two separate
images of the eyes into a distinet whole,. & the unifying, concen~
~irating effort of attentlon involved in it, there haweprobably
)‘tclll‘g‘general visualising & imaginative operations of thought, Ve
may have here the gemm of the co-ordinative power of imagination
vhich will play some part in our future discussions, We remarl:
ot the moment that imagination appears to reside in the visual
(& auditory) ares of the brain ; its co-ordinations are generally
in visual fom, images seem.in the mind; & in the order of brain
& mind development both imagination & its mrgan are well-develope

=~6d when the pre-frontal ares of the cortex & iis funciion are

comparatively rudimentary, The importance of these facts may

. -
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appear in dater chapters,

The second point 1o which we referred concerns the evolution of
that pre-frontal region of the brain just mentioned, It is in
cornection with the development of ruscular control & co-ordinet-
~ion, especially In the use & guldance of the hands in this early
ancestor of the apes & of man, the clirbing Tree-~Shrew, in con~
~junction also with its Adevelopment of eve-mindedness as Prof,
JeArthur Thomson calls it, that according to Elliot Smith °° -
this area & function begantg remarkable course, We may be
permitted to quote his account of the process, "The high spec~
~ialisation of the sense of sight awakened the curiosity to exam-
~ine the objects around it with closer minuteness & supplied
suldance to the hands in executing more precise & more skilled
noveriente than any that the Tree~Shrew atiempts, Such hablts
not only tended to develop the motor cortex itself, trained the
tactile & kinaesthetic senses, & linked up their comtical areas :
in bonds of more intimate aésociations with the visual cortex,
hut they stirmlated the process of specialisation within or along
~side the motor cortex of a mechanism for regulating the actlon
nf that cortex itself, Thus arose an organ of attention which
co~ordinated with tihe activities of the whole neopallium so as
the more efficiently to regulate the various cenires dontrolling
the rmuscles of the whole body, In this way not only is the guid-

~ance xmxwxwit of all the sénses gsecured, but the way opened for
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for all the ruscles of the body to act harmoniously so as to
permit the concentration of thelr action for the performance of
Aelicate & finely adjusted 1ovements,

In some such way as this there was evolved from the motor area
1tsel?, in the form of an outgrowth placed at first irmediately
in front of it, a formation that attains rmech larger dimensions
& a greater specialisation of structure in the primates than in
any other Order, It is the germ of the great prefrontal area of
the human brain, which is said to be “concerned with attention &
the general orderly co-ordination of psychie processesi, This
area, in far greater measure than any other part of the brain,
Aegserves of heing regarded as the seat of the higher mental rac-‘
~ulties & the crowning glory & distinction of the human fabrio."*
Deficiency in this prefrontal development with the accompanying
sloping forehead is a marked point of difference in primitive man
from rodern cultured man; & the absence of the power to make
srderly, coherent unifications of experience in the mentality of
primitive tvpes of men acocounts for many things in their bellefs
. practices whiech later we are to investigate,

It is the possession of this area of the brain well-developed,
with the consequent higher forehead,which distinguishes the men
of the Upper Palaeolithic age from earlier types, such as Pilt~
Qdom & Neanderthal Man. These men of the Caves of Prance &
Spaiﬁ & elsewhere in Furope, with their truly remarkable art &

their great variety in weapons & thelr burial customs showing

Op. eit, 32-33, : J




some idea of a fuiure existence for their dead, are true members

of the speciss Homo sapiens, Still they are of primitive type

in some respects; & the fact that their often realistic & accur-
=ate work in painting & carving animals on the walls of their
caves 1ad evidently a magical purpose & was probably the occupete
=ion of an ertist-magician caste, indicates the distance between
them & the rmodern mentality,

Enough has perhaps been sald upon these types to show the considm
~erable amount of material which Palaeontology supplies for ousm
study & the ways in which that material becomes available in
11iuminating the nature & processes of the mind of early man,
Even so general a survey provides us with an Impression of the
nighty struggle upwards of those primitive ancestors of ours &
thelr kin, which moves':fho a certain sympathy & reverence towards
them for the heritage they have conquered for us & for the din,
unrecorded heroisms by which it was won, "We stand,” says Sir
Jaries Frazer, "upon the foundations reared by the generations
that have ;or.e before, & we can but dimly realise the painful &
rrolonged efforts which it has cost humanity to struggle up to
the point, no very exalted one after all, wh_lch we have reached,
Our gratitude is due to the nsmeless & forgotien toilers, whose
patient thought & active exertions have largely nade us what we

are,"

Teboo & Perils of the Soul, Pp.421.
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The sources in rodern life of material for a psychology of prim-
;itive nan Aare largely those which are the sgbject of Psychology
in general., TWe shall touch 1lightly some of these sources in
order to dispose of a few preliminary questions which arise in
connection with the study in which we are engazed, From what
has been already sald of man's animal anocestry & the influence
of that far distant hereditiy upon him, it will bhe clear that we
recognise no unbridgeable gap between the animal & nman or between
instinet & intelligence, The latter distinction will ocoupy us
considerably in later chapters. With regard to the other quest-
-ion, it seems to us unnecessary to postulate a special creation
to account for man, since the creation take:xax(:oh more beautifule
-1y & interestingly by the growth which goes on all the time,
like the arraying of the lilies as described in the Sermon on the
Mount, or the prowth of the corn in the little parable, We like
the stout words of the late Prof. Sandayv, in one of the latest
lectures he wrote: "It requires an effort to realise, truism as
i1t is, that to write the history of Religion, we have t0o begin
with a tabula rasa,. We have to go back to the cave-men. When
man first appearodugn the earth, everything existed in posse but
sbsolutely nothing in esse, The oreature newly stranded &pon
the earth's surface, from the first morent that he acquired a
substantative existence, was left - or seemed to be left ~i.to his

mm resources, Whatever divine help might be awaiting him, was

n8 yvet invisible & poteatial." "Religion", he says again, "be=
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~gins with a blank., But everything begins with a blank, It
seems almost too 1mecl. to say that Msn began as a conscious beirg,
He be an as a sentient being:, with the potentiality of conscious
..ness"l.We shall look, as we have already done, therefore, to the
psychology of andmals to illustrate that of man, because the
riental life of man flows in a current continuous with the instirm
ncts & rudimentary ideas of his animal ancestry, & thus what we
tnow of the "mind stuff® of animals leads us nearer to the sprin.
-3 & simpler streams of that human mentality,

A further source of 1ight upon the rind of the "primitive” semes
Lo kitwx is found in the rmind of the savage of our own day, Ve
have already r1aintained in our first echspter that in some respeots,
& in certain races & regions especially) the savepe is the primit-
=ive, The Austiraslian is physically an early type of man; his
skull & brain are of an early type; therefore, raking all akinwmse
nllowance for possible irpacts of other & perhaps superior races
very far back in his history - whence, 1t may be, his myths of
the Altcheringa, his Golden Age in the past, ~ it is safe to
treat his thinking as of a primitive character, We devote a
part of this essay to a criticism of the mistaken theory of a
French school of ethnologists or rather sociologists, as they
ould prefer to Le called, who hold that the thought of primitive
nen ~ & this includes the present-day savage - is fundesmentally

or at least radically different from the thought of civilised man,

Por the same reason this French school of Durkhein & Levy-Bruhl

Divine Overruling, (Oxfordj PP.32~33,
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Aeclare that there is nothing infantile or analogous to the
Mind of the Child In the thinking of the "prinitive'; & so they
reject all light from that small human lamp, But, on the contre
=2Yy, theé child not only before birth hut arter 11;, is the embry-~
~onic huma:n; & there are siriking préhitive traits in the chila
rind. We have noted the important point that in the infant as
in the race the prefrontal area of the brain is the last to be
developed, The deficiency in the co-ordinative, & -~ which is
hut the obverse side of the same thing ~ in the discriminative
power of the nind, which is chiefly localised in thet prefrontal
reglon, may be seen in the ease, for example, with which a child
can he led to treat a dead thing, such as a table or a chalr
*hich has hurt him, as living & culpable, The same lack of
clear distinctions in his concepts, as between "living" &"l8ead",
1s, as is pointed out later, characteristic of truly primitive
ran. Another analogy of value is found in the fact that imagine.
~ation, with its functional area in the brain, develops earlier
than the prefrontal area & the co~ordinative reason, Hence the
oarly imaginative constructions of the child, its simple accept~
-ance of the reality of the unseen, its invisible playmates, its
nythopoeic faculty, are reflections as in a clear mirxemr of a
primitive trait,

Lastly, 'the Modern Mind itself 1s not =o far removed from the

primitive & the savage that the study of it nay not be necessary
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in order that we may understand that distant cousin or ancestor
of ours, "Reversion® is a very real phenomenon in civilisation,
Primitive physical iypes reappear, primitive passions break
voleanlically to the surface, & primitive superstitions are found
like fossils even in the upper sirata of the modern mind, in the
world as we know it, These are material fitted to help us to
understand primitive & savage man, just as his mind - & that is
one of the encouragements of such a study as this - helps us to
understand our own, It is probably an exag; eration, as Dr,
Marett points out,to say as some anthropologists are inclined to
?0, that "the iypical pmmxmm savage & the typical peasant of
Europe stand exactly on a par in respect to their power of generw
=2l intenigsnco.”l. But speaking of the endeavour to project
nurselves into the life of the peasant, he says it fis no easy
task, Yot we are nearsmmmphx enough in sympathy to our own folk
%0 make 1% well worth the trying. Then, using the peasant as
our bridge, let us proceed as best we can to do the same for the
remoter savage, From folk-lore to the anthropology of sava,::es,;
that, I am sure, is the only sound method in social psychology.” i
There is finally, one cormon feature in all human thought from
1ts lowest to 1ts‘sub11mest. It is that it always seeks a wholo)
strives for unity within itself, & resis most gladly in some
unification vhether of the inward or the outward 1ife, The
phn?SOPher, the man of science, the reformer, the mystic, the

nan of faith - all "declare that they seek a city”, some finely
L. Anthrol’ology. P.151, 2. Psvchology & POlk~LOXe.p.l9
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unifried whole in theory or in life, So adso we have sight of
that low-browed, shaggy ancesior of ours, with his bleak look,
regarding his world, seekin.g, it is true,first the unity of his

own body, but not long after seeking the unification of his soul

in the unseen, We may find thus A siring to hold the heads of our

studies of the prinitive togethor, in-the Quest for Unity,

oo




Chapter TI1II f2.

MAN'S QUEST FOR UNITY

An avenue of approsck to the psychology of Primitive Man may be
found in the principle of the Quest for Unity which it appears to
us is fundanmentel in humen rature, It is a tendency which can
be traced & which 1s profoundly influential through all man's
thinking & practical life as soon as, & wherever, he is recognis-
;ably human, Its presence in the mental life of civilimed man
needs no demonstration, The late Mr. Besanquet defined Reason
as "the spirit of totality" & again as "the nisus towards the
vhole", Certainly, the characteristic activity of the ming,
-from the formation of a gemeral idea to the great systems of
Philosophy, from the humblest perception to the laws of Sclience
& the Uniformivy of Nature itself, from the vaguest conception of
Pirit to the monistic unity or the Supreme Perso:zal.ity of Relig~
~ion, i3 the endeavour to create "wholes"” in thought, to 61‘g9n-
rise experience into some form or oither of coherent totality. As
{8 well-lmown, it was one of the works of Herbert Spencer's gen-
~lux for generalisation to show that this tendency in men's mind
is but a particular instance of the ;eneral course of the evoluté
~ionary process. Thisf;evment from his famous definition of
that process as a passage of matter from "an indefinite, inco.er-
-ent bhomOgeneity to a definite, coherent heterogeneitvy" through

& continuous series of "integrations" & "gifrerentiations"®, We




shall find these latter terms useful in the exposition of the

prirciple of the Quest fer Unity; fer we conceive that man's

pregress towards & im clvilisation proceeds by a series ef Interr_

~ations, by the formation of more & rnore cemprehensive & yet more

definite wholes, which are linked tegether by sdcoessive Differem—

~tiations, What happens is that mam with his unifying tendency
ferms a prinitive integration whether in his mental er practiecsal
lifes this integration, on the emwrgence of some new power or
idea in man, is found inadequate & is broken through by a differw
~extigtion which applies the new idea or power to wider areas of
experience, Out‘{tho mere differentiated phenomensa & relations
thus srrived a%;, the mind with its determined search fer Unity
creates a new intepration, larger, richer & mere erganised than
the fermer, This agai: is fellewed by a differemtiatien, & se
the precess poes on, man becoming ever more capable of more oom-
~prehensive, higher & finer integrations beith of his own inner
life & of his outward secial relatiens.

Innumerabl1e examples of this precess could be givem; but we shall
simply mention & few, which are ef special interest to eur engquiw
~ry, & will come up for fuiler treatment later em, The nost
obvieus illustratien is probably in the develepfment of man's
secial 1ife, “"Cemmunity® in human 1ife passes through the

Successive integratiens of the Pamily, er mere preperly the erig~
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~inel secial unit ef mether & child, the Herd or Clan, the Tribe,
the Natien, & =ze en te ithe dream or hepe ef social eptimists, the
Yori1d~Cemmunity, what the late Prefesser Reyce called "the Great
Secietyl Beiwsen these successive unifiocatiens of man's 1ite
there are the approepriatfe differentiatiens as his interests & pw
pewers expand, Anether impertant instance is te be foumd in the
inner life of man, in the grewtq of his mimnd, As his mental

life rises up eut ef the animal stage, carrying with it inte its
highest moments some ef its most primitive elements, the integrw
~stiens of his theught can be observed merging inte ene ahw an~
~other, frem lewer te higher, frem simpler te more cemplex, by
imperceptihle jradatiems, through the st\agos of Instinotive
Betlex, Perception, Apperceptiem, Cencept, & thus enward te the
greater unifications of human Reasoning, net stoppéiﬁgg’:r the great
claim of Pascalg "By space the universe encempasses & swallews me
a8 an atem; by thought I encempass it.* The transition between
the integrations, inseparable frem each as the treugh ef the wave
frem the succeeding ocrests, is made by a differentiatien, result-
~lag frem the pressure ef seme new necessity, er the acquisitien
°f & new pewer, er whatever change of man'’s inner 1l1ife er eutward
¢ircumstances cempels his mind te grasp & erganise, by its native
hunger fer Unity, a wider ramge & cemtent ef experiemnce, “_
vill fall te us te trace in later pages a similar series ef Integ_
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~-rations in the develepment ef Religion frem its mest primitive &
"generalised®ferm, whether it he semething analegeus te"Uana"ss
mest British anthrepolegists tend te believe, er the "Sacred® as
contrasted with the "Prefane”, as Hubert & Mauss Say, 6r seme
other "indefinite, inceherent heregeneiiy®~ en te the higher
integratien eof Aninism & bellef in spirits, & se te mere or less
sathropemerpliic & persenalised geds, & beyond by a tendenoy ob-

servable in mest higher religions te the richest unity ef all in

Merotheism, Let these be sufficlient illustrations in the memntt

=time of the character of man'®s ma®ch upon the leng read ef his
Quest ferxr Unity,

The Integrations, hewever, inight with semw truth be called rest~
=ing places en that nomadic narchssEBEncampments, Por in the
ovelution ef man as in that of every other ‘11ving thing there is
astion & reactien hHetween Inertia & Variability., Throughout all
the range orf life resting is easier than movement; there is ecen~
-~y of energy, which, other things being equal, makes for sur-
vival, Hence the tendency of organimms to remain in an ihwexk
integration which werks well, that 1s, in which there is more or
less parfect equilibrium between the living creature & the cem~
~ditions of its survival, Se long as the adaptation ef the
orpanism to 1ts surroundings is maintained, it may continue to

exist unchanged for whole geolegloal periods. This acceunts for
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the persistence down to the present aje of archaic forms of lire)
like Peripatus)almost an intermediate form hetween insect & wernm,
Amphiexus a very primitive vertehrate, & the Marsupials, In
like manner man may remain within a certain integratien of his
1ife for immense ages, previded the adsptatien eof his heods &
pevers te the enviromment continues substantially unchanged, &
no differentiation in his ewn life, in that of his fellews, or

in the external cenditiens eof existence, calls for a new efrfert
te gsecure survival or for an advance to a further stage in his
development, Thus he remains for an enormous peried at the
Palaeolithic stage ef culture as regards his tools & weapons, ne
doubt because these unpolished f1l "\ ts are sufficient to ensure
his survival against the natural oéhditions which threaten his
sxistence,] the corpeting aninals, & the members of his ewn spec~
~ies who are no Letter armed or equipped than he, The discevery
or 1§1vention of Pire was an integration ef his life of incalcul-
~tble inportance, supplying perhaps the ene condition which
brought the species at 1east in the nerthern hemisphere through
the Ice Ages; but its use alone for cooking & fer pretection con~
~tinued xmxk for vast ages of prehisteric time & remains its sole
function in many primitive tribes at the present hour, while its

aployment for the smelting of metals belongs to corpargtively x=

Yer'y recent & rmuch briefer periods. Nevertheless each Integrat-
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~ion, rowever lorng-1lived, is mortal, & whatever new departure or
variation deals the death-tlaw leads rian out inte the wider areas
& larger experiance of a riore differehtiated life, The precess,
nereover, accelerates with human pregress, The simple Palaee~
~lithic culture in Europe may have lasted one er several hundred
thousand years; the Neolithic thirty thousand; & the later ages
may be corpressed intoe less than twenty thousand; while in the
civilisation of to-day the unifications & wvariations of lirfe are
innumerahle, & a differentiation -~an inventien er discovery, fer
sxample~ which would have initiated a new age fer early man,
occurs within eveyy decade. The characterisztic of the process
hewever, which is ef specisl interest te us is the itendency trace—
-=able frem beginning te end ef it, the tendency in man towards
unification ef his 1life, which is part ef his inner censtitutien,
shared indeed by all ether living things, but in him hecomes a
mere & more censcious quest, We study %: in primitive man , as
the anatemist investigates simple orga:ni,mu;, in the hope of find~
-ing there in sirple diagrarmatic ferms some essential qualities

of man's nature in general,

In censidering the stage ef Differentiation fer a moment, 1t may
be neted that its characteristic feature is that an earlier Integ-
~ratien has been broken up & & new one has noet yet been fermed,

It 1s 1ike the Ghildren of Israel released frem Egyptiamn bondage



in which & certain unification of order & appeinted task was
imposed upen them from abeve by their masters, bursting into the
larger & freer life of the wilderness, but finding it a 1ife ef
wandering, more vague, rore diffused, less orzanised than the
more unified 1ife oa the lewer plane of slavery, & rore than ine
~clined teo lapse back upon it at times were it net that a higher
integration Leckons them onward §e settlement in The Promised
Land': to Nationhood & the function of Prophet te the world. Any
differentiation in this sense means that a larger range ef phen-
~omena & of activity al:o eper.ed up to mer than hefore; & for a
time they elude the grasp ef his mind & of his practical enieav-
-durs to reduce them &0 some unity of mental comprehensien or
some form of unified life, He wanders sbout in the wide new
tield, trying many wreng paths & cul-de~sacs, making many false
integrations, hefore his unifying pewer is sufficiently developed
te ferr. the new & higher Integration., An illustration may be
drawn from rian's primitive mental development, His animal ances-
~ter at the Instinctive stage meves within the small circle of
b::“i:!tlegration marked by certainties & regularities ef connection
Asemsations & the appropriate reflexes, His later reliance on
Perception opens te him a vastly wider world; but the new power

has to grow in rangse & refinement immensely before its results

éven appreach the sureness of instinct. The Conceptual stage
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supplies still better examples. The Cencept, though the higher
animals have it in sketchy outline, is chiefly a human achievment,
& its Integratien is attaimed by a precess ef mastering Aifferent-
~iatiens which is Aifficult fer the early type ef mind. The cen-
~cept, for instance, of "the dansereus® is diffused fer primitive
nan over innumerable things which te civilised man are net langer-
-~ous at all. The oddly-shaped stone, the hird on the left hand,
the newhern shild, ihe corpse & a host of other harmless things
are charged with peril fexr the savage, irn the =sme way as the

high explesive, the gun at full ceck & an Infected article are
perilous to civilised man, The allied cencept of "pewer®, usuale
~ly for the sava; e power te harm & therefere "damgerous®, has the
like vague & wide spplicatien te many classes ef phenemena ~they
have in fact *"Msna"~ te which nething ef the kind is ascribed by
the cultivated nind. Here one has a glimpse ef what may preve

te be the primitive mental character which gives rise to Petich~
~ism, In like manner the vague & fluid nature of the cencept
*living® in the primitive mind, te which, therefere, the distinct
~len hetween arimate & inanimate things is diffiocult te make, may
be found on fuller examination te be the reet of what Dr, Marfett
has mamed Animatism, the antecedent & mere rudimentary form of
that Animism which is one of the most widely spread & well define

~*1 types of primitivw religien, These are questions which will
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ascupy our attention very considerably at a later strge of this
stulv, At the moment thew illusti‘ate the characteristic or
primitive mentality we have been describing, namely, that its
concepte, which gather topether a number of particulars into a
totality usable as a whole by thought, are of this indefinite,
vague & changeful nature, hecause the primitive nmind has nof yet
acquired the capacity for unification, the power of integration,
vhich is at its best in the trained civilised mind., The historw
of man's rmind, Irom the shatiering of the earthem vessel of the
Integratiorn of Instinet which he shared with the animals, to the
tighest forms of the Integration of Intelligence which emerged
out of it, 1s the story of its growth in the "grasp® which unif-
'-iea the particulars of experience into rore or less integrated
*holes for thought, such as the concept, the general idea, the

aplopable category, the inference, the scientific law, the

wrld-view of Philosorhy or Religion,
Pari passu with hia power to inteprate his inrer world of mind,

30 as to form various coherent vholes & unifieations of thought,

there grows for man the co-ordinate power to integrate his outer

vorld, to create varied forms of Unity in the relations hetween

himself & his envirorment & between himself & his fellows, We
have already irstanced the different embodiments of the principle

of "Cormunity" as an example of this process, vwhere integrations
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can be traced frem the family er g:l:gi life up through the varieus-
~ly organised Tribe, with differentiations intervening such as
matriarchal & patriarchal ferms of the community & the nomadic &
settled or the pastoral & agricultural stages ef culture, onward
te the higher unifications of civilised society, We shall con~
~0eTn ourselves presently with a further exsmple which must be
dealt with in greater fulness since it is very irpertant fer our
specific subject, an example in which unifications of the inner
& outward life of primitive man berder upor esch other & indeed
intermingle, It is that in which the early hurman is seen pro-
~ceelins out of the animal stage, in which he is mainly within
the Integration of Instinct, upward through the differentiations
of Intelligence which are the preduct of Reflectien upen Instinct
(in our view an extremely impertant facter), te the very wide &
far-reaching, & yet in many respedts very definite & ceherent
Integratien ef Custem, In this the tribal censcieusness & its
habitual 1deas, the 're’prosentations collectives® of Levy-Bruhl
& the scheel af Dudrgkhein, ar‘t?/izmer dide ef that Integratien of
vhioch the varieus practices of tribal cenduct, Magic, & Religien,

are the outward manifestatien in practical life, The Integratasny
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of Custem recevers
Mmich of the static nature & stability ef the Instinctive stage, &

8 resists qifferentiatien in virtue of its adaptdtien te immense




variations of ihe enviremment, <hat is te sav, in virtue of ihm
its power of survival without the necessity of new departgres, te
such & degree that it raintains a great pertien of uncivilised
nankind at the stage of TIribal Custem through courtless generatim
~ions_& but fer the irruptien of civilised influences & conditiens
would & deoes keep them in a state ef arrested development resemb~
=ling these primitive ferms of animal & plant l1ife which survive
dewn te the present age, The Integratien ef Custem is, hewever,
hreken through at last by inevitable differentiatiens, such as,
for instance, the mere growth to unwieldy proporiions ef the Tribe
itself, by unifications under single leadership & submission te
the autherity of great individusls, & the greaﬁer leisure ;iven
by safely te reflect upen Custem with grewing intelligence, &
thus te introiuce variatiens & new departures in its theeries &
practices, We shall presently endeavexr te trace the precess by
Yhich the Integratien of Custem is fermed through differentiation
frori the Integration of Inatinct by the eperatien upen it of
Inereasingly intelligent Reflectien, in the ceurse ef which there
fmerge such custems & Institutiens as Tetemism, Exegamy & Tabee,
& the further prosress bheyend whereby Custem ltself is different~
~lated inte the structures ef civilised thought & mere highly

organised secial relatiens,
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7hapter IV

THE ORGANIC BASIS OF THE QUEST FOR UNIZY

Before proceeding to deal with those great Integratioms in the
1ife & thought of man which are of significance for the early
forms of his religion, it may advance the subject to glamoce at
the roets of this temdency to unification which is so 1nvetoraf.‘o
in him, The irmpulse in man to integrate his thought, to form
coherent, definite wholes out of his experience, is undoubtedly
connected with the fact that biologically he is & urity, that as
en. organism he is an integration bound together by the close &
sensitive honds of life. In this sense, as slready suggested,
nan is a wave in the ocean~tide of the evolutionary process as a
vhole, That process, fror the saseous mass of the Nebular Hypo-
~thesis, integrating itself into stars & planets, onward to the
niad of the man of Science, integrating that hypothe#ds within
itself, is, as Spenocer showed, one of continuous progress from |
intégration to integratiom., Life, on its first appearance in an
inorganic world, intmoduces into the process a new & powerful in-
~tegrating force; & Mind continues the a\%mco with its more &
more conscious quest for unity, organising ran's inner experience
into orderly & employahle totalities, & unifying into the forms
of society his relations to the world of things & mem outside of
him,

The growth of Individuality is hut another way of desoribing the



the same process, There 1s a certain uniqueness in the lowliest
form of organised 1ife in that it keeps the whole world at bay
except that which serves the ends of its own existence. Never~
~theless, thosze animals are reoognised to be lowly-organised, not
closely integrated, which can be divided into two or more parts,
each of which reconstitutes it=elf into a new animal of the same
kind, like the Hvdra, a primit%\%%'e/or animal whish has heen divid.
~8d & grafted in as wonderful ways as any plant, The higher
animals cannot be so treated; they are more literally individual;
& the main reason is the integrative action of a more complexm

& differentinted nervous syatem, It is the network of nerves,
even before the brain is in any degree developed, which, const~
~ituting in all! parts of the organism the cirouit of afferent, =mh
central or transmiitent, & efferent neurones, makes of it a unity
Yhich manirests itself in coherent & compr.ehensiblc ways of re~
=sponse to the environment & at least instinctive action upon it,
Professor Lloyd Morgan, In amalysing the primary experiences of a
moerhen, which he observed making its first dive as an instinot-
=~ive Tresponse to the impulse of fear, describes well in the folle-
~ewince passage the Integrative actiom of the mervous system at

the instinctive stage, & at the same time points forward to the
higher integration which depends upon cortical processes & hecomes

Possible with the development of the cortex or uppmsr portiom of
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the brain, "Just as," he says, "there is one moorhen with inters
-rolated patts & organs, one united nervous system coxrelating
the incoming date of presentation & co-erdinating the outgoing
nerve-impulse in responsive behaviour, so there grows up in corw
~relation with the cortical processes, one experience for which
the presentetive data acquire meaning & become precepts for the
guldance of future behawiour. Thus is it, I conceive, in the
case of the moorreng thus is it in the case of the human infant,
Such in all cases is the starting point of the natural history of
experiance, the unification of vhich finds expression in bahawv-
-iour & conduct."(Imstinct & Experience p.20.).

The unity of experience may thus be said to originate in the
unity of the "experiencer®, to use Lloyd Morgan's word. Behind
svery experlence of the moorhen there is the integration of the
living creature itself, "one moorhen®, with its finely unified
rervous syvstem -so finely that an alarm sets in operation all the
varied & complex actions involved in diviag & swimming away from
denger, TWhen it dives, the living oreature is obeyiag the in-
stinot whioh bide it maintain & defend the integratiom which may
be called its =elf. When, newly out of the egg, it pecks at
foed, it is seeking instimctively to enrich that integration. 8e
vhen man, taken at the instinctive stage, seeks food, it is the

maintenance or enrionment of the integratior. of his bodily life
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at which he aims; & when he legs aside at a sudden denger, it is
the integration of his animal bodyAh:‘instinctively protects, In
the passage quoted, however, ther§ é.re two stages of integration
svident in the 1ife of the young moorhemn. There is the integrat-
~ion which is constituted by the nervous system acting through
purely instinqtivo reflexes, through the cirouit, namely, of
afferent nerve, spinal cord, & efferant nerve; hut there is alss
the integration of incipient experierce which Lloyd Morgan holds,
ve think rightly, is specially the work or creation of the grow-
~ing Lrain, When the chick of a few days old pecks once of
twice at an unsultable insect & then refuses it altogether, there
has been an elementary putting two & two together, a rudimentary
Judgment, which is Adifferent from the swift response of the in-
=stinctive reflex ~as different as the slipping of a small stream
into a shallow pool where it pauses & flows round in an eddy be-
-fore it emerges again, from the unbroken flow of the same bmook
down a smooth slide of rock. It is the brain vhich gives pause
t0 the swift passage of a reflex, perhaps, as the older psychol-
~0;ists such as Romanes suggested, by the very irterposition of
1t2 substance, which retains semsory impressions in memory so
that they modify hoth perceptions & actions thereafter, & opems
even to the animal mind a varisety of means for the satisfactionx

of its instinots & the attainmqnt‘ of its ends.
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The Integration of Mind or Intelligence, which in man kargely
though not completely supersedies the Integration of Instincé, has
fpr itg organic basis the Brain, We have already suggested how
the earlier & sirpler integration of the instinctive stage in
nimal development is broken through by differentiations intro-
~Juced by intelligence, so that, for example, the sensory impres.~
=3ion inducing =an instinctive reflex passes into the sygccessivelr
higher unificationa of Perception, the Concept, & all the various
forms & products of human reasor., This we described as heing
largely a growth in "prasp", in the povwer of the nind to grasp
the phenomena of experience in such a way as to unify them, to
~rganise them into coherent totalities for thought, The organ
hy which these unifications are asccomplished is the Brain, As
the unity of the hodily 1ife in the animal, what one might call
its unique selfhood, is hehind all the integrations of its behave
~iour & achievments at the instinctive level - a unity oconstit-
-uted above all by its nervous system - so the unity of the brain
ith its cellular interconnections (aynapses) within itself & its
sontinuity with the rest of the nervous system, is behind all tre
integrations of intelligent experience. The unifications of
*he mental 1ife depend upon the degres of unification in the
*rain as a physical organ to an extent which is extremely import-

~anit for our dlscussion, For the brain, the oxgan of mental
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Integrations, passes, like every other element in the evolutions
~ary system, through an ascending series of inteprations with the
appropriate differeantiations in haetween, It thus evolves from
wery "generalised” & indefinite types cormon to a wide range of
aerly vertebrate 1ife to rore & rmore Aefinite & speciric forms.
The advance can be traced step by step both in the human embryo

& in the ascending scale of the brains of vertebrates through the
mthropold apes & (inferémntially, of course, from the skull) foss-
=il rman to the highest modern types, Beginning (at least Per-
~ceptibly) in a slight bulbous expansion at the anterior emnd of
the spinal rord, the brain is at first chlefly an olfactory organ,
The immediately succeeding course of its evolution may bhe given l\
in the words of Professor J, Arthur Thomsor. *The most irpor~
~tant fact is the relative reduction of the smell~recelvipg area
& the preponderant grovth of the part of the cerebral hemispjeres
that has to do with vision, hearing,speech, & memory, Man is
the climax of a crange towards eye-mindedness, which bega.n‘ in the 1
Lemurs, Prof., Elliot Smith has made nuch of this., He points
out what a gain there was in looking forward, in a stereoscopic 1

vision, in attemt-
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~tively focussing the eyes & concertrating the gane, It reactedyn,
he thirks, as a stirulus or. the cerebral cortex, It promoted

nore precise discrinination, rore delicate manipulation, It was,
as we should say, a sieve that would foster serminal variations;

in these directions. Then there was a great increase in the area
concerned with receiving sound-tidings., These steps of progress
are representied by sitages in Primates: they are corroborated hy

the early Hominid skulls," Specially interesting here is the
point that with the increasing irportanse of the eyes the optical
region of the brain becormes doriinant, & the ancestor of man ac-
~quires what Prof. Thomsor. elsewhere calls "eve-mentality", It
seems protable that from this point oot & & for a comsider~
~2ble period onward the pre-human being thought (8§ to call it) i
largely in pictures. The experiemce of this eye-mimded subhum~
~a creature would take the form in the mind of a series of snap~
~shois of things & eventis, to use Bergson's metaphor; hut the
cinematopraphic picture would be like one taken too slowly, & the
images would he ill-connectied, unco-ordinated, & issuing there- 5
~fore ir irpulsive action resembl mg the reactions of Instinot,
Hewever, this may well have heen an imaginative period in the pre
~history of man, in whioh he saw things & evenis plctorially, &
Sven visualized himself doing things ~a period which is perhaps

recapitulated in that well-marked age in l1ittle childremn (say




hetweer. the ages of three & six) when imaginative powers are
ofter. singularly ective, in the evident visualiznimg of invisible
playmates & the like, only to vanish usually with the acquisition
of facts & the development of reasoning powers, This type of
rnentality we shall consider at a later stage of our enquiry, with
reference to its influence upon the primitive forrs of man's
Religion, wuch as the visualizimg of spirits & ghosts in Animisnm,
Meanwhile, continuing the surmary description of the evolution of
' the Brain, we observes that the cortex has heen developing towarils
the frontal region in the form of the 'Neo-Pallimn”,- & at the same
time as this new mass of brain cells gradually in the upward pro-
-grass of the race spreads over & covers the visual & olfactory
repior, the spasifis co-~ordinative power of the mind of which this
is the organ 1evelops with it, The characterictic activity of
Reason, that according to Bosanquet of forming totalities in
thought, thenceforward comes increasingly into play; & the spec~
~1al organ of this new integrating quality of Mind -new, not
shsolutely, for it is present very early in rudimentary forms of
co~ordination, hut in its predominance & cormend of man's future-
s, as just said, the Cortex,

The importance of this ygradual integration of the Brain itself, as
& organ of the body, & the consequent slow growth of its integr-

~ating power, for the presemt stage of the discussion, lies in




this, that at the transition period when man is hecoming human &
passing fror: thé Integration of Instinct to the Integration of
Intelligence, his Lrain is rot yei fully integrated, & his power
of Co-ordination is, therefore, far helow that of civilised man.
'n?:o difference hetween & xkzxm the skull & also the brain of Pal~
~2e0lithlec ran & those of the modern higher races is not in
comparative size, The avergge cuhic capacity of, say, the FNean~
=derithal or the Cro-Magnon wkulls may even be greater than that
of the ayerage European, It is probable, since, according to
Elliott Smith, there was at one stage of animal evolution a gener~
ral rize in size & weight of brain in proportion to the hody in
allyl the leading marmalia, that Nature experimented with hrains
of large sire as a means of Inltegration, in the hope, 10 spesak
very anthmopomorphically, that the greater mass of brain cells
would be the hetter ahle to grasp & unify the phenomena of exper~
-ianc‘o. A better mathod, however, was found in the expediemt of
conwlutions,. which enables the brain to he more closely packed, .
& secures a more econonical & effective form of unification., A
further improvement in integration was the development of the
frontal region of the braim, with its specific function of Co-
~ordination & the formation of wholes in the mind, Accordingly,
1% does not sur prise us to find that the chief difference be-

~iween the primitive & the modern skull im in the fromtal or
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*pre-frontal® area: & the nost)/ striking deficiency in the early
type of brain was spparently in the low development of the cortex,
the physicael organ of the co-ordinating & integrating functions

of the 1mind, whereby it is capable of reflection, forming general
idees, reasoning from cause to effect, & other activities of the
the highest types of thought, This is also the difference he~
~tweean the skulls & braihs of existing primitive types of savage,
such as the Australian aborigines, & those of cultured man, The
former are srialler on the average in proportion to the body, gcnn
=erally lezss convoluted, & certainly less developed in the front-
~al region of the cortex, upon whiech the higher powers of intell.
~igence & reflection appenr to depend. Dr. Bernard Hollander,

who in his learned book, "In Searsh of the Soul” maintains strong-
~ly the thesis of the close organic relation of the frontal lobes
to the intellect, says,(Vol.Il. p.90), "It has been shown that

the frontel lobes vary Iin size & weight in different races accerd- °
~ing to their intellectual capacity., Anthropologists have demon~
~strated from examinatior. of Buropean skulls that the progress of
civilisation Las resulted in raising the anterior & flattening

the posterior part of the head."” Interesting furkker in view of

the influence of pause or delay in the brain as leading to the

differentiation of reflective mizd fron the instinctive, is the

following statement, p.92: "The larger the frontal lobes, the

greeter the power of inhibition, suspenling & postponing the




immediate & direct pursuit of an end, a step which lies at the
root of al} progress, civilisation & morality, The larger & rorse
perfect the frontal lobes, ihe riore reasoned adaptation enters
into the action of instinctive tendencies, & the greaier the self-
~gontrol." Hollander quotes Bianchi as expressing the same
facts in the followihs wordss "That the frontal lobes are the
seat of co-~ordination & fumion of the inconing &. outgoing prod-
~ucis of ithe several sensory & motor areas of the cortex. The fxw
frontal lobes sum up into series the products of the sensory-
~motor re;sions, as well as the emotive states which accompany all
the perceptions, the fusion whereof constifutes what has been
termed the psvchical tone of the individual, Removal of the
frontal lobes loes not so much interfere with the pexceptions
taken singly as it does disaggregate the personality, & incapacit~
~ate for syhthetising grpups of representations,”

Yhen, in view of these facts, we consider the mind of primitive
nan at the stage in his development at which he is emerging out

of the Integration of Instinct, where his life #m like that of
the higher animal s,:dominated by the habitual connections of
Instinet but showing intelligence ir the selection of means to

the ends of instinet, & moving towerds the higher Integration of
Intellicence in which he reflects upon the phenomena of his life,

ihcluding his instincts, & forms theories & modes of action based
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upon these reflectiions, we must see him approaching this new task
exmed with a very imperfect instrument, his irperfectly integrat~
~od Brain, Trat physical basis of the intelligmt ce~oerdination
of experience is far from complete, Like the hand of his early
subhuran sncestor, wih the imperfectly "opposable” thumb, capable
of hanging on to things by the fingers, prehensile-fashiom, but
2ot of grasping them 211 round as a whole, corprehens8vely, so0
the Brain o'f prinitive man is deficient in prasp, in the power to
take in things in the forms of wholes, in a word, in corprehens.
~ion, Accordingly, when 1an of the primitive type proceeds to
integrate his experience by means of his Intelligence, the true
integrations inevitably escape Liini in a rmltitude of wavs., He
lwps at conclusions unreflectively, in the swift irpulsive way
9f Instiret but without its inmate accuracy, & arrives at false
conclusionrs, Ir. place, for example, of the instinctive associat-
~ion of dsrcer with flight he forms the concept "dangerous®, but
Ik his concepts are loose, fluid, ircompletely grasped; & "dang-~
~érous® includes innumerahle things not really dangerous, while

It excludes many things, to his cost, which are actually perilous,
80, where Instinct for his amimal ancestor connected unreflect-
~ivaly effect & cause, as moving reeds with lurking foe, in such
& way as to induce caution or flight, the savace, attempting with

hs orude intelligence to make causal comections, appears almost
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to exhaust the possibilitles of error., He connectis things aa
cause & effect vhich are not causally connected, as whistling or
top~-spinning with stormy winds, & establishes that almost univers~
~al law of his crude Sclence, that like i3 the cause of 1like,
vhich 1s the foundation of his Imitative Maglo. At the same
time he misses the true causal relations in the most aséamishing
way, &s for exarple, anong the Australian tribes’the connection
between death & its ratural causes, decease being invariably
agerihed 1o the sorcery of ar enemy, or among many savaces the
connection hetween =exual intercourse & the birth of childrem, of
which they are ignorant.

These are instances of the point we are making, that the primitive

nind, in attempting the higher unifications of intelligent refle

~ection ir place of obeving unreflective instinct, has in the !

"zceneralised"” brain of early man an lmperfect instrument, It is

one which by reason of the undeveloped condition of the fromtal
ce~ordinative centres o?‘%rain makes such integrations of thought if
difficult, & accounts, therefore, for the many strange & childish |
forms of customary thought & practice which appear as infarior to
the steady instinctive accuracy & marvellous adaptation of means ®
onds in such "lower® creatures as ants & bees, on the one hand,

&8s they are to the sanest & loftiest judmnents & conduct of civil

~ised men, om the other. The intermediate stage hetween the i
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Integratiorn¥& the Integration of Thought is the Integration of
Custori, the custom of the Clan or the Tribe, Here something of
the stability of Instirct is recovered. As Walter Bagehot =aid,
("Physics & Polities®,.p.27.) "A chke of custom was necessary for
neking the riould of civilisation, & hardening the soft fibre of
early man®, The aberrations of the individual rr%'é;pusing crude
imagination & incipient intelligence & following endless strange
fencies, night he infinite, & turn the tribal world -~if indeed it
survived, wiish is not likely- irto an assemblage of the insane,
are chacked by the necessities of the cormon interest of the many.

e\sgg.llnstmct working through intelligence ' ecomes the Tribal
Mind, with cormon ideas, "collective representations®, customary
vays of thinking & Acting which command the individual with al-
~nost the unmiestioned suthority of the instinctive, There is
in this Integratior. of Custor so complete an adaptatiom to many

kinds of environment, providing safety & other means of survival

vhich maintain an equilibrium with the conditions of existence,

that & great part of savage mgmkind remains for ages at this stege,:

Portunately for humen progress, pressure from within or without

the Tribe, the mere increase in numbers, epoch-making invention

or discovery such as domestication of animals or smelting of ores,

or some striking change in the emviromment, hreaks up the crust
°f custom; & man moves out from that Egyptian bondsge in search
of his new Land of Promise, achleved by the strivings & conquests

of Reflective Thought.
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Chapter 'V
INSTINCT & INTELLICINCE

In the course of iracing ran's Quest for Unity in hinself & in
the world, or in other terms, his tendency towards Integration,
we have come to percelive the exlstence of two great urifications
in 'is 1ifeg the Integration of Instinct & the Integration of
Intelligence. These are not strictly separable for the reason
that they are successive stages in the lifm of a growing thing;

& they are not easy to distingulsh bvecause the difference between
Instinct & Intelligerce is so variously defined by authoritative
witers, chiefly on account of the ambiguity in the meanings given
to the word instinect. As Lloyd Morgan says, "No two writers use
the term in quite the same sense," The statement of Dr, Myers

is also sigificant. "We ought", he says, "to speak, not of inste
=inct & intelligence, but of Instinot-intelliger.ce, treating the
two as one indivisible mental function.® Bergson, in "Creative
Evolution®, illuminates boih the Aifficulty of definirg the terms,
& at the same time the distinction between them. He declares,
*Nelther Intelligence nor instinot lends itself to rigid definit~
~iong thev are tendencies; & not things"; & he has just said, *
all concrete instiret is mingled with intelligemce, as all real
intelligence iz penetrated by instinot," A picturesque express~
~lon of the distinetion Bergson makes, which helps us onward, is
found in the statements k"instlnot ix perfeoted is & faculty of us-
~lng & even of constructing orgenised instruments: intelligerce

Perfected is the faculty of making & using unorganised Instruments?

57




on this principle an organised instrument is a part of the creat-
~ure’s body; an sxpmx unorganised Instrument is a tool whiel nay
te usel for the rekirgc of other tools, Thus the hand itself is
the »rixiised instrument using which instinctively nman does not
asdvance rmch beyond the chimpanzeez but the hand using, under the
'the direction of intelligamce, unorganised instru ments, like the
stick & the flint =tone, is on the way to all the triumphs of fire
& the pwwmr~engine. Instinct no riore than enakles the animal %o
adapt itself to the environmert; intelligence empowers man to
naster the environment & maeke of the world a more or less organ=~
~ised unity under his doninion,

In moving forward to a fuller understanding of this distinction,
vithout attampting rizid definitions, we may mention another mkwmh
slement which 1Is of interest to us, It is that at the instinct~
~ive stage man's life-energy is devoted to the Integration of his
Body: at the Reflective stage he is much occupied with the integr-
-ation of his MMnd, seeking to make rational wholes of his experw
-1mc§. At the period in his evolution whacr?‘eis still an animal,
Prﬁhm, his whole concern is to maintain his body as a living
Integration, to preserv&? in fact, from the disintepgration of
rrivetion,hurt, or deaths And since the final dlsintegration of"
death cannot for ever, & rarely for long, be pushed from the Joor,

Yature "careful of the type®, or the' urge of the evolutionary
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process expressing itself in a »odily eppetite, the sex-impulse,
vhich satisﬁtgfﬁi’% & vet zoes Layond hinself, drives him to
seek a new Integration in his offspring, We have here touched
vhat is commonly known as the supraxﬁa aninal *instirct of self~

~praszervationy & it is evident Low this integrating tendency may

be the perent of a vlole familml of what are familiarly called

*instincts®, for exauple, the Pood Instinct, the Flight Instinct,
& the Sex & Herd Instincts, MoDougall says that the "instincte j
ere differentiations of the will to live"; & J. Varendonck re-
~gards shéinstinots as various forms of the tendency in the animal
to "adaptation”, namely,to the envirorment, adding however that
consciousness or intelligence is sirply a more developed form of

the same tendencys thus; "consciousness.... is that part of intelli-

-genée which is organised for the reaction egainst the outer worlg,
for adaptation to the non-ezo."; & again, "wish & iill should be
defined as aspects in Adiffereht deprees of the vital irpulse tend-
~ing towards adaptation.® These are statements in other words of
our position, which is thm!the process of Integration which is

the universal method of Evolution as a whole, takes the form in m
nen of the integration of his bodily l1ife by means of his instin-
~cts at the animal or instinctive stage, which merges, however,

by gradual & at first imperceptible differentiations into the
Integretion of his mental 1ife, with its more & more numerous
subordinate Integratiors, constituting ihe Integration of Mind or
Intelligence.




The nature of Instinoct & its relation to Intelligence may be
further illustrated by the following definition of "instinctive
behaviour® by Prof, Llovd Morgan, with which we are in agreement.
It is "a definition of instinctive behaviour as that whic]"x;, on
its first occurence, independent of prior experience; which tends
to the well-being of the individuak & the preservation of the
race; which is sinmilarly performed by all the memhers of the same
more or less resiricted group of animals; & which may be subject
to subsequent modification urder the guidance of experience.”
Such behaviour, he goes on, "is, I conceive, a rmore or less com~
=~plex orpanic or biological response to a more or less complex
group of stirmli of extermal & internal origin, & it is, as such,
wholly dependent on how the organism, & especially the nervous
system & brain-centres have been huilt through heredity, under
thak mode of racial preparation which we call hiological evolut=
-10n.f‘ ¥We add to ithis another statement, which is one of the
main theses of Lloyd Morgan's book, & which unfolds the physieal
processes underlyving these relations with which we are conocerhed.
'He sets out, as he says, "to defend the hypotheses that intelllig-
~ndw guidance is the function of the cerebral cortex with its
8istinguishing pmper‘ty of consciousness; that the co~ordination
involved in instinetive bhehaviour, & in the distribution of

Physiolosiasal irpulses to the viscera & vascular system, is the

60

e



primary function of the lower brain-centres; that, in insténctive
behaviour as such, consciousness correlated with processes 1ir the
cerebral cortex is, so to speak, a mere speotator of organic &
hiological occurrences at present beyond its contwol; but that, as
spectator, it recelves information of these occurences through
the nerve-charnels of connéxion between the lower & higher parts
of the brain,”

T™he archetype of Instinct, then, 1s:l’1"eflex action of the most
primitive forms of arimal lire, There are simpler & more come
~plex reflexes; hut the characteristic features are, rfirst, the
three~1inked chain of receptor, conductor & effector, (to use the
terms of Prof. Sherrington), the afferent nerve, the spinal cord, .
& the efferent nerve; secondly, the speed or practical irmediacy,-
with which the nerve impulse is sent through the chain; &, thirgd,
their independence of the influence of the cortex of the brain,
Experiments with decerebrate or "spinal® animals show that in very
nany §f thelr normal activities, whimh they continue to perform
vhen the cerebrum has been removed, the cerebral cortex ix norm~
~8lly sustains the role of passive "spectator®"; which means that,
these manifold movements, which are instinctive in Dr., Morgam's
sense, that is, which are mxm the work of the spinal cord & the
Sub~cortical centres without the intervention of the cortex, are
7et within the cognisance of the cortex through the connections

of the nervous system as a whole. # great part of the instinctime
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fe of civilisedf nan, a ruch larger portion of his life as =
vhole than used to be imagined, comes under this category. Start-
~ing at a loud noise or a sudden appearance, blinking the eyes at
& threatened blow, coughing sneezing, & so forth, are accom)iished
without the intervention of the cortex, although they immediately
become part of ihe experience of the cortex & material for memorvy
§ reflection, These are survivals of the Integratior of Instinct
vithin the Integration of Intelligence, But the course of Evoi-
-ution in general is along the line of integration; & the nervous
system of man is ro exception, The higher uni fication of cortie
~al control, in wvirtue of its better adaptation to the animal'’s
more differentiated 1ife, surersedes progressively Integration
through the spinal system & the subcortical centres, The higher
mimals, such as the parge carnivora for instance, in hunting
their prey, act doubtless upon many reflexes, hoth simple & com~
=plex, & upon racial, inherited connections hetween scent & nove-
-ment, hunger & seeking, sight of the game & stealthy approach, &
the 1ike; hut, should exceptional circumstances, especially if xxy
ithey present an obstacle, intervene, say, a suspicion of Aanger,

S new kxind of prey, & so on, there comes a Pause: & then a new
method is taken of dealinz with the new situation., This is most
Probably the work of the cortex, the elemenfarily reflective

brain, forming a mental integration which thereupon influences &

g§overns action,
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In turning now to our pre-humen ancestor at that stage of his
evolution at which he rust be classed as & higher animal, though
also at the point where he is hreaking out of the Integration of
Instinet through various differentiations which elude that integr-
~ation & are driving him forward to the Integration of Intellig-
~ence, the stage, perhaps, at which the Java Man, Pithecanthropus
erectus, had arrivedm, we find him to an overwhelming degree a
creature of instinct, In seeking his food or hunting his prey,
in escaping his enemies, in mating & so forth, he acts on swirt
reflexes, living an impulsive 1ife, obeying impulses that flash
from the sensory receptor to the rotor effector like electricity
albng a wire, But he has also a fairly develnped cortex, super-
~lor as suoh to that of any other animal, This Brain is at first
meinly a "spectator®of man's instinctive 1ife, but the integrat-
~ing tendency which is inherent in the living organism & is the
rain current of the evolutionary stream itself, naturally shifgs
the centre of gravity in the nervous chain between sensation &
behaviour from the spinal cord & the subcortical centres to the
nore powerfully integrating mass of the cortex, We have already
dccepted the suggestion of the older psychologists that the mere
nmaterial substance of the cortex with.its millioms of cells rmust
set up a certain mechanical resistance & so produce delay, that

Pause which, however infinitesimal, is the first cdndition of




true Reflection, The process hecoies clearer as we recall that
the tendency towards Integration -the essential 'urge of Evolution
{tself- which is present even in inorganic nature?’vmich is power
,—ful as the very energy of its life in the hurhlest speck of
living matter, is most varied & intemse in Mind, & mightiest
above all in the mind of man, We may therefore conceive of the
organ of mind, the cortical area of the hrain, as thrillizig in
every cell which is awake & under the stimulus of some necessity
or excitement, & through all their synaptic interconnections, with
the impulse to integrate, to make a harmony which preserves &
enriches lif%lfotf the elements in the situation, to "find peace®,
as it were, in some great unification of 1ife within itself, oxr
with the outer world, or both of these, It is thus that the
swift passase of the instinctive impulse is arrested, & there is
substituted the Pause of Aeliheration which allows of storing

in nemory, & that co~-ordination of a sensory impression with a
memory by which a mere reflex is transmuted into Perception,
Apperception, & other besinnings of reflective thought.

he resistance which induces delay i%esponso to sensory impress—
~ions in place of the irmediate flashing on to the motor nerves
of the instinective reflex, may come not only from within, from the
e obstacle of the brain-substance itself & from the.integrating
ection of thedmind ; it may come'\frém withdut, frori theenviron- -

~ment. An example may be taken from the constructlive instinct

In bees. The rerlexes of instinct whereby the bees Luild up the
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ecombs may 0 on for many generations without cessation t111 one
day the bees find themselwvesz -confronted with a peculiar shape in
the roof of the hive, There is a pause of consciousness of the
obstacle, & out of that delay there issues, 1ike Atl.ene from the
head of Zeus, a cormplete adaptation of reans to end, a new method
of working which, in virtue of itﬁ employment of experience in
the crention of & new integration, has the quality of intellig-
wence., It is in this resistance of the external world to the
mooth machine~1like workings of instinet, the interposition of
obstacles to 1ts reflexes from without, that Bergson finds the
orlgin of consciousness, He says, "where consciousness appears,
1t does not so much 1lght up the instinct itself as the thwart-
~inrs Lo which Instinct 1s subject; it is the deficit of instinst,
the distance Letween the act & the idea, that becomes conscious~
-0683," He has already mad‘%%ggnstion that intelligence issues
from "the very insufficiency of the natural means at man's dis~
=posal for defence agafnst his enemlies, against 00l1d & hunger.
T™his insufficiency, when we strive to fathom its signifiocance, #x
tcquires the value of a prehistoric doocurmmnt; it is the final
leave~taking between intelligence & instinoct."” This is probadly
true to the prehistomis faots, It is legitinate to imagine the
akckykaxtw prehuman ancestoxr at the stage at whioch some irmense

"insufficiency® of his instinotive reflexes presents itself to
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him, say, at the stage when he nade his (probably enforced) desce

went from the trees, & assumed more or less the erect position,
He is facod}with new situatlonsz then for which the earlier integw-
srations of his instinctive life are inadequsate, New reflexes
are indeed being forred, such a&s those for speed in runnihg in-
~stead of climbing; but by themselves they would be insufficient.
n the other hand, this subhuman being has acquired a new integre
=ating organ in the brain, especially the cortex, The necessit~
~ies of countless desperate situaiions set the brain working with
the primeval effort of integration; the cells of the cortex are
awake & as it were throrhing with the sense of need & at the same
time with the innate tendency to integrate some whole response of
sotion which shall ensure safety & survival; & thus the "will to
live* which according to MaDougall differentiates into ahm all
the instincts at the instinctive stage, using now the new instru~
~2¢nt of {the brain, makes a novel response to the situation by
neans of an integration in which there is consciousness of the
tbstacle to the smooth working of instinotive 1ife & of insuffio~-
~lemoy to cope with the difficulty, but also consciousness of the
Wvel means of meeting the peril or the need, & which therefore

s definitely an integration of intelligence, It is in this way
that the first discoveries or inventions of primltivo;;x?obably
&rrived, The danger, whether of wgnt or capture & death, impelld

"¥d the developing brain to the new integration of seeking refuge
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in a cave, or of using a stlick or stone in defence, as a weapon,
or of calling the kin or the horde, by a call with something of
meaning in it, to the aid of the indlwvidual, In these, enreg~
~istered in memory, which itself is a furbher power of the integr-
~ating brain, one may find not irprobably the origin of cave-
-dwelling, of the use of tools & weapons, & of human speech, &
thus of the foundations of intelligent & civilised 1ife.

An interesting sidelight on this element of Pause or delay, which
breaks through the Integration of Instinet with the differentiat-~
of conaciousness, & is the preliminary céndition of reflection,

is given hy the snalysis of Attention in Miss Washburn's book,
*The Animal Mind", This author says; "In attention, the detalls
of the object attended to hecome clear & distinct. That is, atteaf-
-ion is a state where discrimination is improved. Purkher, atten
ntion irvolves varying degrees of gffort, & these are marked by
varying intensity of certain bodily prpocesses. Attention. under
lifficulties is accorpanied by a rigid position of the body, by
holding the breath, & by various ruscular effects, aside from the
rocesses which, l1ike frowning, are concerned with the adaptation
of the sense organ to receive an impression, These general bod-
~ily effects of attention are all such as to suggest that the

Yody is to be kept as quiet as possible during the attentive state

In other words, 1.0 reaction is to be made to the object attenled
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to, except sucﬂ as rey he neces=3ry to allow its being carefully

digserininated from other objects, Attention, in its intenser

jeprees, at least, seens to involve a state of suspended reaction?

Yo have here arain the Pause which interrupts the smooth flow of

‘ 1nst1nc‘1?& involves consclousness of an object, To irace, however

briorlz{, the development of attention is to pursue the pgrowth of

thaught from thatf:ﬁ:m awareness up towerds the rich integrations

of intelligence & reflection, & even if desired to the richer

mifications of man's rioral idealism, At the lewest end of the

scale there is stillness, rmotionlessness, of the primitive animal

issimilating itself to its environment in order to escape danger,

in response to sensations of scent or sound, An immense advance

‘ hflhneiuado by the levelopment of eve-mentality., As Dr, Washburn

says; "The rablit or wild bird érouching motionless close to the

ground; watching eaéh movement of a pdssib'le enemy, suggesis

strongly to our minds a condition of breathless attention.® The |
focussing of the eyes to produce a single & then an ever clearer ‘

ngo doubtless irmensely stimulated the integrating activity of ;

the early brain. The eye-uinded brain thinks in images. The |

rouching motionless rabhit or wild hird has an image or series

*f images in its mind of what ik its enemy is doing, & possibly
% image of what he is about to A0, an ideal inage therefore,

Yhich roves the creature to run or take some other alternative
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mode of instinctive action besides that of simulated immotbility,
The ancestor of man for lon;; periods had this eye-mentality, He
must have thou;ht in ima:es, irmer representations of the world
& of himself, But with the growth of his brain its integrating
quality took the form of inciplent imagination, That isg, in
place of a flickering cinemato raph of inmages in the mind, there w
was a grasp upon these to integrate them into new totalities,
ideal ima;ses, visions of things that might happen, of things he
night 4o, of himself Aoing things in the future, of what might be
nade of or done with things., And then came Speech. The word
made the image into an idea, A thousand images are gathered

as bnages,
into one general idea, representedmt by a word, & then rorgottu?
As Miss Washburn says again;"The highest grade of attention, the
final triumph of wvital irportance over mere intensity of stimulat-
~ion, is to be found where the focus of attention is occupied by i:
m idea or train of ideas.” Attentlon thus devoted to what is
within the mind is essentially Reflection; & man, his life domin~
~ated no longer by his instinctive reflexes but by the integrat-
~ions of Intelligence iz now Homo Sapiems,
Interested as we are in this study in the implications of primit-
~ive man's Psychology for his moral & religious development, a .
8lance back upon the process just outlined may not be out of place.

It is one of continuous Integration in the 1ine of Evolution as a

“hole, Ir the case of the plant, where there is the Integration
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of Life without instinect, there is in growth from the seed an un-
~se0ing pursuit of the Integration of the perfect plant., It may
be remarked, in parenthesis, that the metaphors of Finalism
sppear to us inevital,legs the urze of the whole process, viewed as
8 whole, is as manifestly directed towards the completion of the
organism, as is the movemant of an aninal hunting with its prey
in full view or the running of an athlete on a track towards the
goal, Ir animals the integration which is mainly that of Instin-
~ct, i=s Aaccomplished by means of a more & more connected & sensit-
~ive nervous wystem, working, however, through unconscious reflexes,
¥ith the appearance & development of the Brain there comes at
tirst a vague swareness of these reflex operations, which, with
the interposition of olatacles & difficulties in the way of the
smaeth flow of instinct, becomes a more & more definite & discrim-
~inating consciousness, The ends of the life-~integration in the
higher animals are to a certain extent visunal ired, & the method of
pursuit is varied with variations in the outer circumstances & in
the behaviour of the object, In Man the unificatlon of his life
Is gradually taken over by the inoreasingly co-ordinated & co-orad
~nating éral.n » which aided by speech & the growing power of
sbstraction, turns the images or visualizations of the ends of
lite into ideas. With these the mind works Integratingly, pur-

~suing them within itself, sombining them into temntative or final
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_totalities, projecting their realisation into the future, making
them ideals yet to be realised. The Quest for Unity thus bee
~comes the Quest for the Ideal,
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Chapter VI 77

REFLECTION upon INSTINCT

Reflestion, having in it the metaplior of a mirror, suggests a
stillne’ss in the mind, such that images are seen in it, quiet &
sontemplation, Consciousness, as we have seen, awskens at a
Pause in the mehtal 1ife of the higher aninal, delay in the flow
§f the instinctive reflexes created by some obstacle or difficul~
=ty which hereditary adjustments cannot meet, This pressure of
dirficulty in the environment of early man would act as a stirulw
=us t0 his new & peculliarly rich endowment of the co-ordinating ‘
Brain, now taking over 1ifé's integrations, Such an event as
the descent of arhoreal nan from the treeé, involving many new
adaptations, probably called into play the new activity, consci=
~ous adjustments which become more & more intelligent in their

imaged connection of means to end, supplementing the reflexes of

Instinct., There is much to be said for the view of some author-
-ities that the Ice Age, making life for primitive man mush more {
lifficult & demanding from all existing forms of 1ife new ooncut;

~lons of survivel or pain of extinction, impelled the primitive

nind, relying on its sole resource, the co-ordinating Brain, to

treate certain new integrations which should make that survival

Possible, Raphael Pumpelly, for example, saya:’ *What I wish
Marticularly to emphasise is the conception that in the intervemt.

"lon of the glacial period & its reaction on the inter-continertal

‘nditions, we must see the initial~ the motiving- factors in the

brierations—in Turkestan—ps 06—
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ia=t¥re evolution of the iIntellectual & social life of man," A~

~nongst the integrations achleved in this age-~long emersency by
the primitive mind & brain may have been fire or cave-dwelling,

or the use of stone weapons & tools, or all of these. It will be
noted that these integrations are not adjustments within the bodldy
itself such as the animals use to meet a changing sktuation, organ-
~ized instruments in Bergson's sense, but unorganised instruments,
integrations of the environment, of things outside his body, &
therefore entitledl to he called inventions & discoveries of Intelm
«ligence, the firstfruits of man's intellectual rnastery of the
worid,

A\ furkher step in man's mental development was doubtless made
from the vantage ground of the comparalive safety whioch these new
integrations of Mind & the accession of power they brought to hin,
provided. Within his cave, or heside his fire, or armed with

his coup~de-~peing, man has that seourity from the restless search

| for food & incessant watchfulness against & flight from enemies,

to which irpulsive & reflexive 1o0vement is the natural answer-back.
io has in a small but real degree leiware to think, to conterplm
~ate, to reflect. Palaeolithic man in the recesses of Lis caw-
*arn & Pheidias in the peace of the Greek city~state may both
levote long hours to the creations of their art; but they are
lifferent mainly in the fact that outside his cave the primeval

Mplorations in Turkestan. p.68.
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artist is the hunting & hunted animal, depending largely or his
instinctive reflexes to escape & hundred perils, while the Greek

may go & philosophize in the Agora, It is true of man’s life

ag it is of a river, that the proportion of stillness is the

measure of reflection. The security of a late stage in his

history, like the pastoral stage , gives him leisure to “consider

the heavens” & evolve a solar mythology; while the safety & quiet

times of the agricultural level emable him to add to the earlier

mykhs those of fertility spirits & deities. But we are concern~

~ed with an earlier period, the earliest of rman®s history as humon, |
In emerging from the Integration of Instinct & presemted by these
inventions & discoveries of Intelligence with a certain deliver-
~ance from the rest less & impulsive life of an animal to which
the environment is dangerous, man has opportunity to look on at
things & even at hinself, & to advance to purely mental integrat-
~iens, such as general ideas & classifiocations of things, & ex-
~Planations how & reasons why of events, Being however on the
verge of the instinctive life, it is aspeots of that 1ife which
naturally are the subjects & pre-occupations of his thought, The
Problems over which early man wrinkled his low forehead in the
first efforts of concentrated thought were sirply the problems of
bis.bodily life-~ te get food, to keep safe, & te reproduce his
kind, These problems, solved earlier at the animal stage by




instinctive connections hetween sensory impressions & motor im~
~pulzes, im the main, are now increasingly to be solved by integr~
~atlions of intelligence, by generalisations, rudely classified
results of observation, inferences, plans, & even theories, In
place of the swift nervous circuit hetween hunger, sight or sceft
of food, & movement towards it, there is pause for consideration
as 10 how the supply of food may be increased; instead of the
animal reactions to fear of either flight, or lying low, or turn-
~ing in rage upon the enemy, there is classifiocation of things as
langerous or not; & around the various impulses of the sex-inst.
=~inct there play innumerable crude theories as to its mystery,
power, pleasure & peril,

The theories aw crude, the generalisations are faulty, to an
almost inereiible depree, because the mind’s instrument in fornr;
~ing them 1is imperfect., =REhe co-ordinating brain, the organ with
vhich the mind accomplishes these unifications, is, as already
described, in the early stages of its evolution,derecﬂva in
‘srasp”, in this very power of oreating unities of idea, judgment
or a train of reasoning, It is the strangeness to us of =0 much
of the reasoning of primitive man which has led a school of French
nthropolegists, such as Levy Bruhl, to postulate for him a radic-
ally different mentality from that of ocivilised man, That, as

¥e shall argue later, is not necessarv. The thought of the




savage is not "prelogical®; but hias logis is hurried & impulsive
like his inst inctiv;a actlons, thougk witrout their accuracy. He
*puts two & two together®; hut Lis "two® is often our three or
tive, He reasons of cause & effect, but he makes innumerable
false causal connections, As Sir James Frazer says, the errors
of savage men a2re "not wilful axtravagances or the ravings of
insanity but simply hypotheses.® The hypotheses are extravagant
& to us apparently insane for two reasors. The one is that they
are formed by intelligence after the ancestral fashion of Instinct

in sudden impulsive, unreflective ways; & the influence of the

ingtincts, still very strong, such as thé Herd Instinct & more
than all the instinctive emotion of Pear, makes him jump to con~ l!
~clusions which are wildly erroneous, The other reason ies that i
the unifying power of the mind)through the co—ordinatimglbrain,

is crude & undeveloped, & those unifications whibh by their grasp F
3 ooho:rénce imply accurate dlscrimination,aé truth of generaliz-
~ation, judgment & inferemce, are naturally at that stage imposs~ i‘
~ible, Molern theories of the "Subconscious® make rmch of the H
Influence of primitive instincts, lying "perdu® in that hypothet-
~ical region & breaking up occasionally to the surface of consc—
-ousness in order to influence profoundly even lLiighly intell igent i
thought; & Mr. Jonhn Galsworthy has ocrystallised ih a penetrating

03say the well-known fact of the extraordinary power of unreason~ |




~ing, Instinctive Pear to drive kindly rivilised people into acts
'of savage cruelyy, & te account for the inhumanities of "Reigns
of Terror", "Reprisals, & modern warfare., The point is that man
theorizes at the stage of intelligence; but while his intelligenc
is 8till prinitive in character or when ancestral instinct lays

its spell upon his thought, his theories are infinitely more

stupld & often mucl more cruel than the impulses of animal instin-

nct, In escaping frem the Egyptlan bondsge of Instincd he has
muy strange wanderirgs in the wilderness ef error before him,
mtil by the growing integrations of Intelligence he arrives at &
bezins Lo conquer ithe Promised Land of Intellect, Moxraliiyv &
Religion,

Tese limitations & aberrations are naturally most evident at the

most primitive stages of man's intelligent 1ife, when he is near-

nest 10 the realm of Instinot; & we have now to observe in certain

salient examples of his chief instincts the fermation of those
trude conécptions & theories concerning the subject-matter of his
lnstinotive 1ife, which, under the influence mainly of his tribal
tsseciations & what is called the Group~Consciousness, become
Ister his deeply-rooted & wide-spread customs, & g0 to form the
lntegration of Custom. The psychology of these processes will

b dealt wiih at a later stage in more details they are brought
rward now in a general way as examples of the working of savage

ltel11gence upon the concerns of its own instincts.
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The FOOD INSTINCT & TOTEMISM.

Tetemism has all the appearance of an extremely prinitive human
custom; for, while there are traces of it in very many peoples &
in all quarters of the world, it seems to Lave broken up in most
cases under the disintegratine influence of later conditions &
ideas, leaving fossil remains in animal names of tribes, rites of
corrur-ion, & so forth, AW, Howiit says; "It has always seemed
to me that the origin of totems & totemism must have been in se
early a stage of man's social development that tmaces of its orig-
-inal structure cannot be expected in tribes which have long pgss-
~ed out of the early conditiond of matriarchal times." Totemisn,
then, in our view, is the outcome of primitéve reflection upon
the Food~Instinct, or rather on its suhbject-matter, csomhineaq,
however, with other elements such as the feeling of kin or 1if one
may so cal]l 1t, the Instinct of Kinship. Instead of the simple
reflexes between the perception of, say, the foed-animal, or the
the image of it awakened by the feeling of hunger, on the one
hand, & on the other, the impulse to go on the hunt for it, which
nan shares with the higher animals, there is reflection upon the
Pleasantness of the food, the value g&leflomoo of the foeod~
~oreature, the usefulness of increasing its numbers, & the prob-
~lem, on which he éoncontratos his primitive brair») as to how te
nake it more abundant, & especially in times of desperate scarom

~ity te bring it when absent. Dr, Hewitt rightly states the
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view of Messrs, Spencer & Glllea & 2lso of Bir J.G. Frazexr when

he saysi”"that in Australian tribes the primary function of a tote—

~nistic group is to ensure by magic a supply of the object which
‘zives its name to the totemistie group.'l” Here come in the rude
effortsrof the sava;e's Sympathetio Magic, based on crude infer~
-ences such as that like is the cause of like, his potent .spells,
his rudimentary prayers, all Adesigned to solve that food problem
by making the food-snimal come in greater numbers, The Instinct
of Kin or Blood-~relationship adds its suggestion \to the struggling
intelligence. The beneficent creature when eaten hecomes "one-#
=fleash® with the savage, how natural then to think of it as all-
~one~flesh with the tribe it nourishes, Dr, Frazer says, for
sxamples"As A clan consists of those in whose veins the same blood
runs, & who are therefore one flesh, the totem animal is spoken o
by the Mount Gambier tribe, for instance, as beilng their tumsmang
{s0, their flesh, & is yreated in all respects as a clansman." It
is no great step further te think of it as the ancestor, The
ceremonies of blood-bretherhoed by which strangers or yeuths are
admitted to the tribe are used to symbolise uniyy with the teten.
The forms ef address in conciliatory & suppl icatery prayer slip
tasily inte the terms of kinship & of ancestry, as the Red Indian
of the buffalo totem addresses the totem as "Grandfather", Add
the element of mystery or mystoriéus power 10 the savage's refl-~

~8¢ction on the food~animal & vou hLave the rudiments of awe &

(# ™e Native Tribes of South-East Australia. p.152.




reverence, which require hut the later evolution of idesas of
spirit to raise the totem to the status of the tribal god, Tot~
~emism is thus a striking example of the process whereby man,
seeking at first the simplest kind of Unity in himself, the unif-
mication of his body through his food, passes through intellig~
=ence Into a rore & more differentiated & ever higher unity with
his environment, & into that cloze & intense unity which is the
Tribe, It is 8ls0 an instance of how the differentiation of
intelligence works upoh the earlier integration of instinet, &
how reflection, forming new integrations, broodihg upon an inste
~inct, creates out of it a Tribal Custom,

The Sex Instinot & Exogamy,

The Instinct of qu reflected upon &t prinitive man leads to Lis

innumerable varieties of custom & theory as applied especially to

Adolescence & Marriage, & gives rise to many strange cults &
ba:cbarous practices. The wildness of these theories often, &
the strangeness of the customs & their luxuriant variety, point
to a strong primitive irpulse, It is, in fact, the urge of the
svolutionary process itself characteristically seeking new integ~
=rations by means of differentiation, It 1s sn impulse hecome
px 8 powerful passion, thus escaping from the regulation of
Instinct & ite restirictions, suoh as, for example, seasonal

ralring, efflects of climate & other limitations, into Airection ;.
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& control hy Intelligence, which for long, owing to ita undevelop~-
~ed powers, is in this respect like Phaethon in sharge of the .
chariot & steeds of Apollo, We shall lesve aside other projucts
of savage man's consideration of this instinct, & use as our
sxample of the process the theory & practice of Exogamy.

Bxogamy or Outbreeding, marriage outside the kin, however kinslip
be concelved, is not by any means universal in prixﬁitive life; 1%
shares tlie £181d -rith Endogamy, marriage within the kin, "Thore
are", =ays Prof, J.Arthur Thomson, "many races in which mating
with oth.er races 13z disapproved or prohibiied,..Marriage may be
prohibited outside the clar, or .utside the corrunity, or outside
the caste, oxr outside tlLe class, In nany cases the kind of,
marriage most approved of is & so-called "cross~cousin rerriage®;
that 1a to say, a man should marry his father’s sister's Jdaughter
or 1.is 110ther's brother's daughter. There is no 3oubt that ran
bas given ruch thought to enforcing some AOgrée of endogamy." It
1s easy 1o see how w.en he began to reflect on the sex-relation,
nan would find reasons, such as race-pride, 1isiike of stran_gers,
8tc,, for marrying within his own folk. Buf Endogamy has a
certain biological value, as hreeders of pedigreed stock well

kow. And as L,T.Hobhouse says, *"What has survival-value be~
tomes organised into a hereditary structure in the mind, in other

wrds, an instinet.® It is dirficult, however, to discover an
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instinet or instinotive tendenny corresponding to the practice of
Indogamy., The most that can be s&dd in that regard is that be~
~hind it is the general urpge in Nature to Integration, which moves
in the direction of consolidation of the tribe & the transmission
of qualities which have survival value, Endogsmy has rather the
appearance of being the product of reflection uporn the sex relat-
nwion In cgeneral, which has evoked such an amazlng variety of
oustom & tribal practice in meny other directions, The highly
sophistiocatel ilea of royal hlo0od is an exarple, where marriage
beneath the zacred caste was irmposzible in Europe even to raecent
times, & the Egyptian Pharaohs were still more logical in marryde
eirg thelr slsters, Marrying within the kin, therefore, in so
far as it may be regarded as an mxswiwmx unconscious tendency
vithout the right to be called an instinct, iz prorably best de=

~teribhed as an expression of the tendency in inorganic & organd-

Jture to Inertia, to the preservation of integrations existing
§ achieved, which the primitive & even the civiiised mind, reflec-
wting on it, translates into a customary & often highly-elaboreted

practice.

ogamy, orn the other hand, is oonnected with the profoungd urge

In Rature towards Variel 11ity, which is another name for differ- i

sntiation; & differentiation is the movement of Nature not towaerd

rd
he preservation of existing integrations, but tome production

& richer
f newYintegrations. Here the impulse, the obhjection to the




marriage of near kin, is so strong that it 1s cormornly regarded
as an "instinet", Dr. Preud, in applying his characteristiec
theories to the subject of "Totem & Taboo", spaaks in general of
*the savage's dread of incest®, Certainly the repugnsnce is
almost as urniversal as that which induces respect for pregnancy
throughout the animal kingdom, & which has so obvious a survival
value. It is, as just =ald, widely held to be an "instinctive®
repugnance; & this idea is supported hy what are supposed to be
the disastrous effects of human endogamy. But cloder & more sci~
~entific investigation has. shown that the evil results of inbreed-
~ing ar:;::o self-evident as l:as been imagined, The evils observed
nay not he the effect of inbreeding at all; & endogamy has frequw
=ently the advantage of improving the stock, by transmitting
desirable qualities, Prof, J.Arthur Thomson says;"Thére is no
hint that close inbreeding in Wild Nature has any deteriorative
effects.” He quotes 21s0 the authorities, East & Jones, xa shms
thus; *"in-~breeding is not in itself harmmful; whatever effect it
nay have is due wholly to the inheritance received."

. Exogamy, therefore, outypbreedins, cannot safely be accounted for
by an instinot against inpbreeding, But, on the other hand,
there is evidence that it represents a very strong tendency in
life, which bescomdng conscilous in man gives rise to many repugn~
~amces & inkibltory customs. GI‘OOSafertilisation, which is.out~
dreeding in plant l1ife plays an irmense part in the vegetable
kiﬁtzdom. And it 1s found that crossing of strains hoth iIn
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animal & plant 1ife carries with it a2 hiological adventare, has
rdistinct survival value, As Darwin sald, "hoth with plantes &
animals, there is abundant evidence that é crors hetween very ata-
‘atinet individuais of the same specles~ that is, bhetween memhers
of different strains or sub-breels- glwves vigour & fertility to
the of fspring . Prof, Thomson says, "There is often an increase
in‘vi;;our,’ resisting power, size, & other good qualities,® "And®
he adds, "there is another thing that out-breeding does, It pro~
motes variability, The hybrid offapring may be a new thing & its

offspring may be new, Sometines the crossing seems to start "an

spidemic of variations®® It is striking to find that this tend-
~moy to Warlability (that 1s, to Differentimtior) is tracoablo,

lilke the uppery waters of the evolutlionary stresm, as far back as

the origin of sex itself, Thus, the writers of "Taboo & Genetios” ‘E
y? "Having once originated, the sexual type of reproduction
Possessed a definite survival value which assured ite continuatiomn, f
ex makes possible a crossing of strains, which evidently possess~
"®s some great adlvantage, since the few siiple forms which have

10 such division of reproMictlre fnctions have undergone no

freat development & all the higher, rmore corplicated animals are K
Yxual, This crossing of strains may make possible greater i
nriety; it may help in crossing out or weskening variations which

e too far from the average, or both, Schéfer thinks that an

change of nuclear substance probably gives a sort of chemical




rejuvenation & very likely stirmlates division. At any rate, ihe
groiips in which the reproductive vrocess became thus partitioned
betweer: two kinds of individuals, male & fennale, not only survive
~ed, but they underwent an amazing development compared with
those which reriained sexless."

Anthropologists gave still to formulate a distinet theory of

Exogamy. We venture n@t s0o much to present a theory as to arra--

~ge the facts induectively in that direction, as an illustration
hoth of our principle of Man's Quest for Unity & of the subordin~
~ate tuestion of the influence of primitive man's reflectior upon
his tendencies & Instircts, in oreating his crude theories & ous-
~toms,

¥e have, then, to hegin with, the universal tendency in Evolution
to advance from integration to integration, from simpler to more
complex, by means of differentiations, The first great differ~
~mtiation in the realm of life is that of Sex, whose value for
thwe process- value for survival & progress- evidently lies in
the irmense range of Variability to which it gives access, This
trossing of individuals in Sex is succeeded by Cross-fertilisatm
~lon in plants, which, though not by any means universal, contin~
“ues the same biological advantage of‘promoting variability &
tarrying 6:1 the primal urge of differentiatiorn irn vhe direction
f new integrations, while there is an additional advantage to

integration beaause new individuals produced by the orossing of

25

i




strains probably possess a certain access of“vigour.’ This advan~
~tage of Outbreeding is continued in animsls & man. The urge of
iifferentiation, (with *higher" integrations in view), universal
in Xature, is there; & the advaniage of Variability, together

vith the probably greater vigour of crossed or exmyamous stirains,
is organised into a temdency which is almost an instinoctive pref-
~erence for Outbreeding.

In Man all instincts, fulfilled in the lower animals by unconsc~
-ious reflexes, tend to become objects of intelligence; their aims
are more & more consciously pursued. With him, therefore, into
the sex relation we are considering psychological factors enter,
it Of these the most Important in this connection is the attract-
»ion of the unfamiliar & =trange., This is maz}ifestly a form of
lifferentiation iz the direction of new integrations. It must

be o;)served that with the advent of consclousne=sg in animals &
mn, Nature attaches a certaln pleasure or satisfaction to nerv~
~ux & mental Integrations, Assimilatior. of food, capture of

the prey, expression of sex, are examples of this in bodily integ-
~rations, §h110 unifications of the mind, the formation of wholes
n thowht, such as the assinilation of new & interesting facts,
% imaginative picture , the emergence dr A new idea or discovery,
the satisfaction of curiosity, is accompanied by a definite pleas-
"Ire, which is obviously of advantege for the asquisition of
howledze, an irportant new condition of human survival. It 1is

e impulse of Curiosity with which we are specially céncemed at
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the rmoment. ‘' Both in animals & in man it drives the mind towsrxrdse
the mantal acquisition of the unfamillar & strange, thus forming
in experience new & more differentiated integrations to which is
at»tached s certain mental pleasurs, Now, this attraction of the
unfemiliar i{s clearly operative in sexwal selection, The bio~
rlogical advantage in certain variations, such as striking plum~
~age, peculiar crests, the Australlian Bower Bird's elaborately
decorated structure, the Secretary Bird'd mating dances, & so on,
must have lain initially in ati¥racting the attemtion of the other
sex, appealing to its curiosity & interest in the unfamiliar,
which 1s reinforced by the pleasure which accorpanies a new in-
~tegration In the 1inds, In the case of human beings Westemarck
has pointed out that one :?%oots of Exogany is prohaltly the lack
of Interest in the females who are near & famillar, & conversely
the greater interest & attraction of the distant & unfamiliar. He
otes his Berber teacher, asked if marriages of oousins were
common amdng his people, saying, "How could you love a girl whonm
7ou had always seenl” We have suggested wherein the attraction
consists, the psychologiocal appeal of the stranse & unfamiliar in
tlroumstances in which fear could have l1ittle or no influence,

dut in whioch the tendency towards variation, the primel impulse

In Hature of differentiation & integration, takes the form of

that appeal to attention & ourlosity, the satisfaction of which

tarries with it an accorpaniment of pleasure, These various =X

lements, which yet are but expressions of the supreme tendency




in Evolution, takirg the form, om the one hand, of the preference
for a crossing of strains, & on the other hand, of the attraction
of the distant & unfamiliar, hoth of these embodying the urge
towards Variability, go some way towards accounting for the wide~
-spread objection in prinitive nman to narriage of near kin, which
{s almost an "instinctlvefrepugnance & expresses itsel’ in the
mmerous & varied custons of Exogany.

Yo are employing ExOga:ny as an exaiple of the growth of an integr-
~ation of Custom from an integration of Instinect by the operation
of crude intelligence reflecting upon it. We are not prepared

to call 1t an instinet, but it is sufficiert for our purpose to =t
lescribe 1t as an almost instinctive repugnance, which both for
prinitive & for civilised man is embodied in most siringent cus~
*foms & laws against what the latter calls "incest", The re-
{puenance is there in savage man; the tendency becomes conscious,
Instead of obeving an impulse hlindly, reflectlon makes him wonder
%y. Especially his chLild & his yvouth are curious about reasons,
%8 the 0ld Hebrew legisiators wisely anticipated, The first

mswer on this point is that which Pear, that all-pervading infl-

»nce in primitive 1ife & thought, prescribes, ramely that it is
‘langerous®, Calamity of one sort or snother will follow to the
ndividual, & what 1s more important to the tribe, Savages
imewhat above the most primli$ive in intelligence rake the same

leduction from observation that civilised & scientifio men do,



remely that dnbreeding is undesirable because the offspring tend
to be sterile & otherwise defective, Mr. d.H. Hutton, for ex-
~mmple, says of the Sema Ragas, an Assamese tribe; "That the Seme
recognises the evils of consangiuineous marriage is clear enough,
the describes it as sterile or resulting in idiocy or deformityr
of itw offspring, & it is also clear that he considers exogany a
wfficlently efrective bar," The observation or. whiash this
theory is founded, is, as we have seen, of doubtful accuracy,
tince there is no satisfactory proof that inbreeding produces
liiocy or Aeformity if these undesirable characters are not al-
~ready in the heredity, This, however, is an inference which
an of Science have heen satisfied with, & it may he pardoned in
the intelligent savage, Nevertheless, it is not orly doubtful
n itserr, bﬁt it is probably too logical, the olservation too
Intel1ectual, for the more primitive types such as the Austraiian
mtives to be able to make it. It 18 too elaborate to be taken,
8 Westermarck does, as the origin of exogamous practices in such
iribes, - The most} that can be said perhaps is.that primitive man
ls consclous of a preference for marrving outside of his own
"mily & near relationg-the preference whose roots we have en~
leavoureqd to trmce. He asks himselp & his neighbour or is nsk-
"3, In those interchanges of tentative thought which build up

‘e tribal consclousress & 1tm'collective representations; the

My of this preferenze. The first & most natural answer is that



!! to do this thing would be disastrous to the man & the tiribs,
It would involve the usual penaltiies of the breach of a Taboo,

To avert the danger the ulmost ingenuity of the iribe, particular
~ly that of their specialists, the Medioine Men, is concenirated
upon the adjustiment of these relatlons, And when, as in the
cagse of the Australlan aborigines, Exogamy 1s one of their chief
interests in a life in which Interests are few, the concentration
of thought upori it results in a maze of exegamous rules, which
has all the simple complexity, so to say, which children ofter
introtuce into their games, easily corprehensible to the initihte
but mysterious to the outside spectator.

The main prohlem for these primitive minds in considering marri-
~ag® relations is that of the meaning of "Kinship®, The crude
intellect interprets this in ways stirange to the civilised mina,
§ its inferencos frequently make connections which are not in the
facts & miss others which are real; but it works upon hasal in~
=stinctive tendencles, & its logic is a rudimentary form of our =
om. Thus Dr, Howitt'found that the division of a tribe into
two exo-amous moleties was intended to prevent the marriage of
%1004 brothers & sisters; & he accepted the suggestion of Dr,
Mrazer that the further subdivision into fom)rxogamous sections
Yas to prevent the marriage of parents & children, These a.fe
laturally the first & strongest forms of the inherited tendency
V8 have already described, which is instinctive in the animals

/
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tbecomes onscdous in man & the subject of his simple reflection,
1 turkkexr corplication is introduced by Totemism, The totem
Ming "all-one~flesh® with all the members of the clan creates a
1w & more sacred idea of kinship. And as the "sacred®™ or holy
s at first that which 1ls invested with dengerous poﬁer, marriage
rithin that kin is the mebject of deeper aversion than incestuous
rnlations in the ordinary sense & becomes the subject of more
Jsringent laws, These are the more carefully elaborated & more $
strletly enforced in that the whole tribe, through its nystie

wity with the totem-god, is involved in the peril & disaster of
realing them. It is not dirfiocult to see in these tendencies &
gulations the rudimentary forms of the religious samnctions of
wrriage in civilised life, & also the process by whimh there

fFow up the laws of socliety & the imperatives of morality, It

lt probably unnecessary to add that to trace the most sacred rites
! Religion & the highest ideals of Morality back to these rudi-
wtary beginnings is not to derogate from their meaning or to
Wreoiate their value, any more than to see in the Magie of the
|'™¢e the primitive pattern of Soience & in the art of Paiaeo-
thik ran the ancestor of modern Art is to diminish their worth,
& does 50 only to remark the 1mpro‘ssiveness. of the continuous
Rooess whereby man In his Quest for Unity, in that endeavour

"Yr Unitication which is the urge in him of evolving Rature as

{
Yhole, expressed in the integrations of the inorganiec worlgd, in



the instinctive unifications of organic life, & finally inr the
structures of man's conscious intelligence, moves on through that
prinitive order ~so0 ta.tative & fumbling as hardly to deserve the
name~ the order of such crude theories, beliefs & customary laws
es thoge of Totemism, Exogamy, & Taboo, which Reflection substit-
~utes for the less fallible but narrower co-ordinations of Inst~
=inct, towards the higher unifications of Knowledge, Morality &
Religion, What we have been particularly ohserving at this
point 1s that part of the long process in which man breaks out at
from the Integration of Instinot by means of the differentiatlons
of Intelligence on his was; to a new Integration, This view
shows man as like some of Rodin's sculptiures of Creation, half~
eomerging from but still hal’~held by the primsl clay,. Intelllig-~
~ence is still near to Irnstinct & partakes of its sudden impuls-
~ive character, The subjects, too, of its reflection are natur-
~ally the Instincts themselves, the irpulséw he now for the first
tine must reason about & explai;x; & out of the theories he forme,
8 primitive man, his surdisos, inferences, & practice¥ endeav~
murs to avert the dangers of the unseen. power & later Powers he

Umly fears & guesses to be all around him, the new Integration of

Gistom 1s oreated.
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Chapter VII

THE GENFERAL ISED MIND
(a) Commm Ideas & Mental Grasp,
The Integration of Custom is that stage of primitive culture at

vhioh nost savajze peoples are found at the present day, It is
associated everywhere with tribal organisétion. The Custom,
vhioch is law, science & religion for the members, is the custom
of the iribe, This unification of 1ien's 1ife has great stabil~
=ity, restorimg upon the higher plane of intelii;;ence & crude
reflection the adaptation to the environment which made for sur-
«vival at the instinctive stage, The oustoms are so implicitly
& alnost mechanically obeyed that they might be oalled the instin-
=cts of the tribve, It is man at this point of his development
vho is the subject of our enquiry; & we are seeking the pspcholog-
sioal roots & early forms of that thought of his which assumes a
certain definiteness & compkexity in tribal custom, We returh.
then, t0 exsmine in this & following chapters the mind of man of |
vhich we have taken a somevhat general view in order to trace its
tendency to unification, whioch sesms to us so fundamental, We
nake the investiration in more detail of that mind emerging from
the Integrations of animal instinoct & moving towards those new
wmifications of customary belief & practice whioch are character;
~istic of tribal 1ife. The mind thus observed has that character
of*indefinite, incoherent horogeneity® at first which 1s the
carliest observable stage of every developing tring, including

the universe itself. To put it ig terms of Zoology, it is
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"generalised"r.ind. A generallised animal is one usually of
prinitive form which possesses qualities corron to wvarious alliad
zenera, but lacks those specific characters which have been acqie
~ired in the course of evolution by the species & varieties lesc-
m~ended from it; as, for example, the earliest known ancestor of

the horse shares the toed foot of irmumerable kinds of quadruped,
vhile it =z lacks the specific hoof of the horze of history &

the rultitude of special characters whieh belong to the rmany varw
=ieties evolved or bred in recent times, from the Clydesdale

horse to the Shetland pony. The Remur, which in its prinitive
typ®s is the ancestor of the monkeys, 1s such a generalised aninal, 1
In certain general characters it covers, or sprawls loosely over, ;
a wide area of life, It belongs to the quadrupeds, & yet its %
feet tend towards the hards of the rorkeys; & its facial characte
~eristics show 1t moving away from the long~ruzzled marmals to-
~wArd the apes, & acquiring a more & more humanl ike face, Sone
species of lemur have developed a single long finger, very useful
for digping grubs & insects from the bark of trees, as though

this ocreature, instead of taking the straight road of evolution
toward the human hand, had diverged into this by-path of evolute
~lonary variation & acquired: .something like a human finger. Thus
the generalised sncestor of the present lemurs, of the apes & of

nan, had certain sirple characters common to all three; bhut it k#

lacked the specialised rfeatures which



distinguish the anthropoid apes fror the 1’emurs’& man, on his side,
trom the apes, It had not, for instance, the human hand or

weight of brain orxr ereét positiorn in walking,.

Pithecmmthropus erectus, the ape-nar whose tvpe iz that of the
remains fourd by Dr, Dubois in Java, night ‘ée called a generalised
nam, By moani of common qualities this tyvpe of creature covers

.\)‘./!/
in great part both the simian & human tribes, Its three teeth

es discovered are definitely hmn]\m, & 80 also is the temur, denote
=ing the erect position in walking; but the skull is simian in
shape & subhuman in size, It mey be conjectured wiih probabilisy
that it had the projecting upper jaw & strong eyebrow ridges of
the apes & of low & primitive Luman races; it would have the

rect human posture, hut it would be without the smooth skin & the
meh lﬁgw & iaore convoluted brain of recent man,

In 1ike manner, to apply the figure, prinitive man possesses a
generalised mind, He stands somewhere Letween the animals &
¢lvilised man, In certain general characters the primitive nina
covers hoth, It has the instincts which belong to both; & it

has the intelligence, more rudlmu;tary in the animal, more highly
developed in oivilised nman, than its own, which they have in ocomm
"m0n, But the hrain, the organ of the mind of primitive man, is
{tself of & generalised type, as we have seen, undeveloped, for
!n“&n«. in the frontal & temporal region; & =0 his mind is not
furnished with those ce-ordinative centres & funotions which play



0 great a r8le in highly developed thought, An illustrative
paralle}l, touched upon eariier, may be drawn between the evolute ,
«ion of the humsmn hand & the growth of the coe~ordinating power of
the mind « hetween physical & mental grasp, The hand of the
mnkey withou»t the opposable thumb is very ruch a purely prehense-
rile organ -~ a little more varied & effective than the prehensile
tall -~ an orgamn for hanglng on to things, just as the hand of the
wry young infant is, The hand of early man with the thumb in
the human position is _c_ggprehmsivo: it has resal grasp. It takes
0id of the stick all round & can use it as a weapon, It grips
the stome & can throw 1t at an enery or use it to chip another
sone into a sharp-edged tool. Thus arrives man the employer of
Wols & the fire-maker, And after the han%%eached this point, ~
%e innumersble kinds & qualities of grasp, fror. the Land on\ the
Min or the plough to the hand of Raphael or the fingers of
Mginini, are already on the way;.

%e function of the mind which corresponds to the hand ir this
Waphor of *grasp® is the apprehending & later the comprehending
ttivity of thought, In percepts & perception thought is almost
Rrely prehensile; it hangs on to things, or, with the finger-grip
" the ape on its branch, it hangs on to one thing just long

Wugh to swing i1t on to another; & that is characteristic, as we
%all note more fully later, of the animal mind & rore or less of

% nind of primitive man. In concepts & in conception, on the

-
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sther hand, the nmind grasps a thing all round, ﬁuf.zprohonds i¢,
sparates 1':}{ from other things, individualises it by its peculs
wr qualities or classifies it with other things of the same kind,
fe mind thus acquires two forms of concept, first, the distinet~
oy individualised thing with all 1ts distinoctive qualities corm
fréhended in the idea of it, &, second, the general 1dea under
hich is grouped a whole class of things,

his power of foming concepts 1s the hand (with the opposable
hwb) of the mind, It is present bhut very rudimentary in the
timals: 1t is stil)l rudimentary in primitive & savage man; but

ke power to individualise objects, to get a comprehensive presp
' them, on the one hand, & the power to form general ideas,
Tasping meany things under one class-~name, on the other, make man
%o mental-tool-using animal, That is, they provide Xim In cor-
wepts with those mental tools & the increasing ability to emplor
en whioch 1ead him on from the medicine-man to Socrates & St.

il & Charles Darwin, On the other hand - & this 1s very ime
"Wrtent for our later consideration of primitive meligior ~ it is
e limitation in savage man of this power of forming concepts,
'* vagueness & wavering character of them, the aiffioulty of
"Ming them distinctly at all, which accounts in great measure

{
‘T the crude & strenge shapes of man's early & savage religions,



a M‘M @

In SRt chapter 'we shall discuss in more detail the formation
of concepts, with reference 1o certain special theories of til.e
rature of primitive mind, At the morient we are considering in
-yarious aspects the character of that nind as gemeralised; & we
may be permitied to illustrate the growth of a concept or general
idea in such a mind from Rudyard Kipling's Jungle Book & Mowgli's
idea of fire, To the animal#x (in the book but also in reality)
fire is in the great dim class of thingseto~be~feared, It is a
percept, a ihing seen, felt perhaps, fled~from,thut not a conoept,
in no real or definite sense grasped by the mind. They call 1%,
indeed, the Red Plower, which is a rudimentary attempt to classify
it under the general 1dea of "flower®, but it eludes that concept
s an incomprehensible flower which hurts vhen touched & moves
like a living thing, Mowgli, however, goes down to the village
to get some to fight Shere Khan the tiger with. He finds out
some things about fire by experience, that it ocan he carried in

e play pot, that it eats dry branches, that he can use such a
branch, burning, to terrify the tiger & the recrsant wolves, Thus
It can be observed how Increasingly definite the concept fire
bocomew to the human brain of the animal-reared Mowgli, & how as
the cancept fire does so become definite, both the thing & the
ldea grow more & more serviceable tools in the thought & practice
°f the young sevage, Here Mr, Kipling's imagination - as is the

Y8y with poetio genius ~ serves the same purpose as the patient

The Jungle Book Ch,.l



induction of the scientific ohserver; for it is very likely thai
this is not far-off from the kx twue history of primitive ran's
relation to fire, from the percept of it vin his brute stage as a
thing of terror to the concept of it as something that could be
crasped & kindled & mastérod; & that orude power over it which
made the savage Masier of the Jungle is the lineal ancestor of

the mastary of modern man over the jungle of industiry with its
stranger monsters of the blast-~furnace & the factory,

The concept of spirit -~ extremely important rfor the present enquiry
§, naturally, the subject of fuller consideration at a later stag;
» has a very similar history, N In the generalised mind of
erly man, or of the precursor of ran, it is not there as a core
wetpt at all, It is hardly even a percept at first. The forrw
eless protoplasmic gexm, so to say, of spirit floats about on the
(reat sea of things-to-Le~feared, The first distinotion is beté
e things-tonbe~fcared which are seen, knowmn & familiar, such
8 the animal or human enemy, on the one hand, & on the other,
thingg=to~be~reared whioh are unseen, indefinite, unfamiliar,

Such as the things vaguely behind the strange, unidentifisble
$hape or sound or unexpested ocourence, Then, probably with

um's dim but growing sense of himaélf as doing things when he he~
"€ to use tools, osme the rudiments of the idea of power, of
Wmseen entities which did things, & to which he dimly referred the
Inexp11canie things-to-be~feared, Anthropologists amploy the



polynesian word Msna for savage nan's idea of power or mysterious
sgenoy sirply because power as understdod by civilised minds is a
jefinite concept of which the generalised mind of the savage is
inoapable. A little more definiteness comes when Mana or force
is regarded as resident in definite things, as in a cmrious stick
or unusual stone; & with this definiteness mxxtwsx Xwm in mental
grasp arrives the idea of physical mastery over the thing in which
the power 1s, so that he can use it to attain desirahle enis =
which, it is evident, 1is the beginning of Petichism & Magio. It
is not necessary at this point to trace further the gradual ererg-
~ance, urder the Influence of dreams, visions of ancestors, & man®
growing conception of himself as A spparate being, of the idea of
soul or spirit, As M. Levy-Bruhl says; "Between the exact con;
=oeption of spirits which take the form of actiual demons or gods,
of vhioh each has his name, his attributes, & often his worship,

& the idea, at once general & concrete, of a power immanent in
objecis & beings, such as Mana, although that power is not indi—~
~ldurlised, there 1s room for sam iInfinite number of intermediate
forms, some more derfinite ,others more elusive, vaguer, less defin~
=ite in outline, though not less real for a mentalily which is

but 11ttle conceptual in character (peu oonooptuollo) s in which
the law of partiocfipation is etill dominant.” As to the "law of
Partdoipation® in M. Levy-Bruhls psychology of primitive man we

shall have more to say; but we riay accept his description of the

l.La Mentalite Primitive. Levy~Bruhl. p.55.
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hardly conceptuel character of savage man's idea of spirit as
11lustrative of the aspect of the generalised primitive mind. with

vhich we sare corcerned, namely, its difficulty in forming concepts.



Chapter vVIIX
THE GENERALISED liIND

(b). Patigue or Waariness of Effort,
A further characteristic of the generalised primitive 1ind which

leads to irmportant consequences for religion, may be called

tatigue or the dairficulty of sustained mentel effort, As the s=k

early mind of man is deficient in mental grasp, in the powexr to
grip various similar or related objects into the colrerent wholéem

of a general idea, so it is deffcient in the capacity for continu~

. mous effort along a particular line, to hold to & pursue one

thread of thought, to join up the memories or ideas of the past
with the facts of the present & the possibilities or expectations
of the future, The poet Coleridge in one of his prose works has
noted this quality of the unocultivated mind from the testimony of
nissionaries in India: “"How often, & how feebingly, do they de-
~soribe the dif’iculty of rendering the simplest chain of thought
intelligible to the ordinary natives, the rapid exhaustion of
their whole power of attention, & with what distreesful effort it
is exerted while it lasts."’ M. Levy=Bruhl remarks that "primite

~ives® "dispense with thought as often as they possibly can® &

i that *the simplest reflection is insufferable fatiguc." De La

Saussaye says of savages, '!ghoy follow impulses & irpressions

vhich change every mﬂnmt.'l’

This irpulsiveness or changoableness
In thought is in ore aspeot _ta cornsequence of the difficulty of
smtinuous mental effort. If one may go to the Jungle Book again
for fllustration, one finds that Bhis is the character the other
Aids to Refleotion. p.10.

la Mentalite Primitive. p49.
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animals give to the Bandam=Log or Monkey People, *They never go
faxr® sald Ramn the Kite, using his own bird language, "They never
do what they set out to do, Always pecking at new things are the
Bandar-Log." This restlessness of the mind which in Kipling's
fency provoked the contempt of other animals was in one sense the
pledge of the greater inheriiance of these primates to which man
belongs, The other oreatures moved placidly in the groov‘-os,
smoothly along the rails, of instinet; but the animal which be-
~came human was thrown by its new power ef intelligence into a
forest of ideas among which it had to make its own paths, To
repeal a figure already employed, the prinitive nind, esceped froh
the Egyptian béndage of animal instinod & dimly seeking the Prome
1sed Land of rich & ordered civilised thought whioch was vet far
in the fusure, wandered, less guided than the children of Israel,
in an aimless & spasmodic way, in circles & interlacing paths, in
2 wilderness of harren, vague & transitory notions, Intelligence
as driven by its fundsmental restlessness - that divine discone
atent really which we have named the Quest for Unity, whose only
'& final rest In Augustine’s famous saying is in God - from one
idea to snother, seeking always the path of its progress; but all
the time intelligence was hampered by its own defeot, ':uu. 235
defect, which 1s that under disoussion, was its undeveloped powenk
8 therefore its insbility, to make a sustained mental effort, %o
pursue, for exmmple, one line of thought long enough to arrive at

some larpge & comprehensive, hroad & yet deep conception, The

The Jungle Book, p.57,



prinitive intelligence 1s thus easily tired, like a child learning
to walk, & falls haok upon various ways of escaping the fatigue,
various forms of rest for the mind. One of these is just this
tendency to change of thought, to variety of idea, to pass easily
from one notion to another, Another is to put an act in place of
; thought, to cut the Gordian knot instead of solving the riddle
of i, to do something ~ ritual, magical or the l1ike ~ instead of
thinking, A third fexm of rest, which is very muoch a dm;opmant
of the preceding, 1is to 40 the same thing over & over again, in
other words, Custom, which is always tending backwards, to throw
the mind back from the more difficult operations of intelligence
to the egsier working of instinet, With such inclinations to
rest arising from the early mind's incapacity for a long strain of
thought, the deep urge of the nobler restlessness, essentially
the urge mf towards unification of life, within & without, contin
=utlly strives, breaking out from them in-the forms & along the
paths of pregress,

This tendency to relax frem the effort of thought to some resting
«wplace for the mind nearer to the level of instinot may be illuste
=~rated by reference to a stage in msn's physioal development. The
ereot position of the hody which means so much for the growth of
the human mind by pexmitiing the development of the brain, is only
attained in evolution slowly &, so to say, with difficulty, The
stages from the lemurlike quadruped to xkm Pithecmmthropus erectus
& the European Apolle or athlete might easily be traced. The



gorilla, for example, supports the erect position by resting on
the knuckles of the hand against the groung . The orang-utan
may grasp & branch overhead as he stands, or wadk with his arms
balancing above his head. When the upright posture was new to

the precursor of man the necessity of frequent rests fromm it

i would be greatly felt., And it is the familiar faot that when

sivilised man is wesk from childhood, from age, from 111ne$s, it

is the erect position of the body which falls; when he iIs tired

the muscles which keep him upright are the rirst to corplain; &
vhen he rests it is sitting or lying down,

The capacity for continued mental effort resembles in these re~
espects the erect pesture of the body which is itsmm physioal basis
in the evolutionary precess,\. We are accustomed to speak on our
om part of an effort of memory, an effort of imaginetion, an I
effert to pursue a thought, all of which imply a certain strain-
~ing of the mind, from which not to think or to think 1ittle is a
relaxation & a rest, The late W.H.Hudson, that poetie observer

of nature & of himself, desorfbes in one of his boeks the strange

peace & elation which he found in riding out into the vast plain

of Patagenia day after day & simply gazing on its desolate expanse,
He says; "during those solitary days it was a rare thing for any
thought te oress my nind; animal forms did net oross my vision

or bird-velces assail ny hearing more rarely, Ir thaﬁ%ﬁto of
nind I was in, thought had become impossible.... mv mind had sud~
=~denly trensformed itself from & thinking machine into a machine
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for some other unknown purpose, To think was 1lke setting in
motion a noiny engine in riy brain; & there was something there
whiseh bade me be still, & I was forced to obey, My state was
ore of suspense & watchfulnesss vet I had no expectation of meet
~ing with an adventure, & felt as free from apprehension as I feel
now when sitting in a room in Londor, The change in me was just
as greai & wonderful as if I had changed my identity for that of
er.other ran or animal;....the state® (he continues) “"seemed farmil-
~iar rethér than strange® & was "acoorpanied hy a strong feeling
of elation.®” Hudson's explanation is that "such changes in us.,.
can orly be attridbuted to an instantaneous reversion to the prime
~itive & wholly savage mentizal conditions.'l‘ He appears to us to
be right in his explanation; & what one notes partisculakly is
that in this primitive mental state part of the satisfaction lay
in the ocessation of thought involving mental effert, & the returmn
to the suspense & watohfulness of the animal or the savage in the
Jungle, That condition of suspense & watchfulness is quite diffe.
~erent frorm the sirain ef thinkings it is simply the keen aware-
~ness of the animal segses to the external world at the Instinct
-;-ivo stage of development, which on the emergemnce of any new
sight or sound would touch the spring or release the trigger of
€ some instinotive movement or other response, The elation, in
part, & ocertainly the restfulness of thiz mental state as felt

by Mr. Hudsor. axre due to the relaxation of the effort of thought,

|. 1d1e Days in Patagomia, pp.2311-212,



¥hich 1s often felt as & strain even by civilised men, In the
prinitive nind the effort is far more diffioult, the strain 1is
nore pronounced, & thence the incl 1nation to rest, to relax from
thought altogether or to seek some kind of support for it, is

mich more infliuential, In order, however, 10 make progress in

thinking i%{ is necessary to be ahle to recall the course of past
thought, to visualise at least a 1ittle way ahead its course in

i the future, & by a certalin concentration to "Lold the line® ih
hetween, This is hard for the uncultured mental ity.whlch does
not easily hold ideas in memory nor see whither they tend or leag,
& finds it Airficult to concentrate upon & pursue a smain of Zkmx
thought, In such efforts the brain of primitive man is soon
tireds it sinks down from mental erectness, & seeks & 'rlnds verie
Qous vays eof resting, We shall examine a few ef these,

)« The rirst we note is, as already suggested, the swift response,

(resembling the reflexes of instinot) ef primitive man to impulse

& sense impression, & hence the quick passage from one ob ject of
interest to another, In the jungle,it has been said, the law is,
*8trike first & ask questions afterwards®; it night bg put as,
*Leap aside first or run like the wind from the strange sight or
soeund & then stop & think about it = if you have time, that is, &
some other danger dees not send you flying again,* Everything
around early man, depending as he did,not upon sirength or speed

but on his brain for survival, seemed Adsngerous, especially te




his awakenel ima;;ination, his new human power of visualising

phenomena within his mind. Hidden power to hurt was in everys

thing he did noet understand; & the impulse of flight was for the

‘most part stronger than the inclination to dwell on things, to

reflect upon themm, Henoe® that disconnectedness in thought, which

for want of a better word, we shall call atomism, We have already
seen it in the Mmabllity of the savage to fomm distinct concepts

or general ideas; & it resppears in the tendency to leap impuls~

~1ively from one object of fear or interest @ another without

dwelling long emouzk: upon orne in particular to understand it

thoroughly, or to form any definite conception or habit of thouzht

about it, Thus, for example the savage may s“qmaf his vague

notion of power, in an object, say an o0dd stick or stone, owing to

i{ts curious shape or some lucky or unlucky experience connected 1
with 1t in his 1ind; but, edther through the entrance of some ) 1
other of his innumerabld fears or through the lack of capacity te |
reflect long enough upon the object or the occurence, he fails to
penetrate any furkher into its meaning or to form any idea of it

vhich lasts & thus may be applied to other objects of similar kind.

A common mistake of observers of savage tribes in our time has

been to regard "mana® as a sort ef pantheistic tem representing
universal spirit or as representing spirit (in the ferm of soul

or demon)er god) la individual ebjects, whereas the savage , who

thinks in conorete texms, simply asoribes‘mana,' something vaguer
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than what we mesn by "pewer®, te one thing & then another & te
innumerable things,

The following quotation givern by M. Levy-Bruhl provides an excell-
=ont 111ustration of the sudden & irpulsive rnaner in which the
imaginative fears of the primitive mind translate the sirplest
ratural phenomena in the environment, if not immediately explio=

- =abhle, inte manifestations of unseen, dangerous povér. It prob=
=ahly represents a stage in human development very near to the
instinctive, the atomism or discomnnectedness of the thought & the
impulsiveness & irmediacy of the leap ef the mind, dictated by .
fear but tekins its form from imagination, reproducing with a
human difference the character of imxkt the reflexes of instinct,
The quetgtion is from a paper in Anthropos by Pr, J.,Jette "On the
superstitions of the Tem'’a indians'. VI(1911), p.p. ?21-722, "One

nay say that the Ten'a maintain an alrmost constant intercouwse
- with the "undesirable®imhabitants of the spirit world. Theythink
they are liable to see or hear them at any moment. Every sort of
unusual noise, every fanoy whatever of their imagination takes
the form of the manifestation of a devil, If the black trunk of
a tree, sosked with whter, appears, disqppoai‘s, &.roappem in
the river under the action of the curremnt, they have seen a neked-

ha
ozaltara, If theyYheard in the weeds a faint sound whioh is net

clearly the ory of birds with which they are familiar, it is a
pekedzaltara which is calling them, Net a day passes in a cap
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of Indisns without someone relating that he has seen er heard
something of that nature...These manifestations of the presence

of the "devil® are as familiar to the Ten'’a as the nolse of the

[
. wind or the song of the birds." As M, Levy-Bruhl is cmwéful to

point eut, the idea of "devil® or evil spirit is prebably tosdef=
~inite te represent acourately the vague imaginings of the=e
savages, It should be conceived rather as mysterious & dangerw
poewer in these unexplained phensmena, tending with the alvance of
intelligence & of the savage's sense of his ewm Individuality to
become personalised in the foxm ef spirits at the stage of the
amimistic relizions. The earliexr & more rudimentary stage is
adnirably expressed in the following repexrt on the in%ellectually
low tribes, the Junglemen, of Chota-Nagpur, It is quoted by Prof

| Hepkins frem Risley in Cemsus for India 1901, Partl, 353f., “The

indefinite something which they fear & attempt to propitiate is
rot a person, The idea which lies at the reet ef their religion
is that of power or rather of many pewers, the shifting & shadowy
company of unknown powers or influences making fer evil rather
than fer geod, whioch resides in the primeval forest, in the orumb-
~ling hills, in the rushing river, in the spreading tree; which
gives itz spring to the tiger, its venem to the snake, which gen~
=~erates jungle fever, & walks abread in the terrible guise of
cholorh, small-pex, er murrain, Closer than this he does net

define the object to which he offiers his victim, or whose symbol

|. Levy-Bruhl; La Mentalitd Primitive, P.56,
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he daubs with red at the appointed season, Some sert of power

is there & that is enough for him,* /

This desoribes what we regard as the most generalised & elementary
fexm from whioch man®s religion hLas develpped. It illustrates
alse what we mean by the atomimm, the atomle, disconnected or
impulsive character of the thought of primitive man, leaping from
one object to snother witheut dwelling of reflecting upon any,
The oppomtunity, & with it the pewer, se to dwell & reflect upon
things must have come with some deliverance from f«ar ~same safety
wvhich enabled the primitive humsn, having takem to the ground & ix»
the ereot posture, with all their perils, te pause & consider his
world or at least some things in it, Such safety & eppertunity
might oome with cave~dwelling, or with the inventier of corparat~
~ively effeoctive rlint weapons, er with the use ef rlro,vor'with
a combination ef these, It is tepiing because of its pictures
-:cnoss, though we are here in the realm of camjecture, te sug-
=gest that fire emabled mam te sit down pretected by its red &
smoky veifA frem his brute enemies, & like the psalmist “"caonsider
the heavens®, or in that dim,ancostrai traumerei or reverie see
in the embersrore & rmere distinot shapes ef ideas & less fleeting
irpressions ef his world., 1In his daydreams or night rivtrios by
his campfire would grow especially that rore & more distinet
visidn of himself which does so0 much to unify Loth his inward &

outward life. The histery, indeed, of progress in early human

.). The History of Religions, p,18.
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theught is in some degree ithe history of the safety of his life

& consequent leisure & eppexrtunity for reflective thought, which
developed in pewer with the epportunity, But the point with
vhich we are concerned noew is that for a leng time in the evolute
~ien of the race sustained mental effort would be fatiguing, as it
is with existing backward peeples & even with backward sections
among the highly civilised; the pursiit ef an elusive general idea
or of & linked chain of cause & effect would quickly tire the
primitive brain, & rest would be found ir relapse into the earlier
& easier atomism of thought, flitting l1ightly like a winged insect
from one object to another, These epposite tendencies may be
sesn both at werk in Petichimm, There, enm the ene hand, a cert~
=ain asseclation of ideas er at least vague mental oconneotion
between an object which can be grasped & te a certain extent used,
& mysterious power in that edbjeot, acquires a degree ef permanence
& makes the ebject into a fetioch; but, on the other hand, the
permanence of the association is limited & tends to break dowmn in
the savage's impulsive & discohnected mentality, when the ohject,
having ceased to bring luck or seriously disappointed its wership~
=pexr in some ether way, is thrown aside, ceases to he a fetich, &

is supplanted by seme ethexr object of reverence.,

e




7 .

(I), Anether form of rest from mental effort in the savage mind is
Custom, This is the opposite of that form ¢f relief from mental
strain which we have just disoussed, Instead of novizig lightly
from ene ebjest of interest or fear to another - the creature of
impulse ~ primitive man contents himself with doing the same thirng
& therefore thinking the same thing, over & over again, becoming

! thus the creature of custem, Indeed, action for man is fundame

. ~antally essier than thought, hecause genetically & in the course

of evelution actien was prior te thought. ®Animal thought® says
- Yaremdenck, "geoms inseparable from movmcnt':’ & this is perhaps
the meaning of Ribet when he says that "every idea is a mevement
whioh 1s just cormemcing®. At any rate at the instinctive stage
of amimal developmeat before 1'.hought;‘mm be said to exist, m'sﬂ
animal ancestor weuld 1live by & for action & mevement under the
irpulse of his instinotive reflexes. It is easier te slip dewmne
eward than te strive upward on the slope ef evolution, & man finds
rest frem the fatigue ef mental effort in musocular movements of
his animal bedy er in deoing things which require the minirwum of
thought, It is in this sense that games are relaxatiens. Here
also is the attractien ef ritual & maglo, | Man selves his preb-
~lems, whioch primitévely are mainly practiocal, by doing things &
saying things instead ef thinking them out. This preference for

actien over thought, in ether werds of the outward feor the inwarg,

Bvelution of the Censcious Faculties. Varendonck. p.155,
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* is reinforced when it is action not of the isolated individual
bhut of a mass of people, of the clan or tribde, The feeling of

cormunity, vhich has its roets far off in the herd instinset & in

. vhat i1s not quite ihe same, the sense ef kin, gives a Adeeperel

| teeling of safely & well-béing, a heightened sense ef pewer & a

1 warmer sxhilaration to the great cormunal actions of iribal magic
& religion. In the correberee there is exprexsion in outward
ferms of kinship~Teeling, sex-feeling, & alse xef artistic impulw
=ses; fer Iin Australia nusical tunes are sometimes exchanged at
these gatherings & thus spread over the continmti.' In the orde-
=2l there is a simple & to the savage mind extraerdinarily effective
action which obviates that weighing of evidence which would be

| an impossible task.z' The imitative magic which increases the
supply of grubs or kang T008 provides the pleasure of Adrama & play e
without the hard & desperate thinking which invents bettexr weapons
& metheds of hunting. The various ceremonies by which man seeks
unification with his wer}d & with himself through unity with his

ged, as in the totemistic & saoriticial rituals, secure that

1 unificatien upen their lower plane so successfudly that net only |

~ fer savage men fer mest tribes & In all ages, but even for many {

civilised & medern peeple, the higher unification through search~

~=inpg of heart, thoughtfulness ef mimd & spirituality eof character

~is largely unsought & unatteined. The stmength ef Custem, the

i, Tom Petrie’s Reminiscences of Early Queensland.p.l9.

hCt. Levy-Bruhl. La Mentalite Primitive, p.74?
F Spencer & Gillen; Kative Tribes of Central Australia. p.195.




custem of the tribe, = sp great that it keeps a very large pertion
of mankind undexr its "tyranny® - lies very mueh in its adaptation
te g stage of mental development in which the effert of actien is
preferred to the more Aifficult effert ef thought, especially #f
oo=erdinative & preolemged, Its attraction censists in its evase
~ien, by practical ways ef selving life’s problems, of the stirain
which reflectien impeses upen the inferier & less developed co~
=ordimative pewers of the savare brain, It is, as we shall
see more fully latexr, the acquisitien of these ce~erdinative
pewers, relieving the mind frem the effert of thought whiol is
4iffiocult & even painful 1o the savage, & substituting the pleas-
=ure & delight of unificatien which these higher faculties such as
imaginatien & reasen bring with them, whioh makes all the differw
~ance between the savage mind & the oivilised, between the tribe
with its irmemerial ocustoms & the sciences & arts ef highly ocivile
~ised natiens, |
Custem, then, is a ferm of rest frem the fatigue ef the primitive
mind, Mutatis nmutandis, the lines ef Wordswerth in the Ode to
Duty might be spekem ef primitive mu"u

Me this unoha:r'%rﬁ freedem tires;

I feel the weight ef chanoe Jdesires;

My hopes no. mere must change their name,

I leng fexr a repose that ever is the ssame,

The esoape frem the mechanism ef instinet inte the comparative

freedem of intelligence finds nan net yet contrelled by any inner

7
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law er comprehensive principle such as duty, & net yet capable of
*the quietness of thought®"t he is oppressed by chance-desires &
ever-chamging hopes, his seul driven, by fear especially, like Io
by the gadfly, from ene impulse te anether, until he comes te the
resting~place ef custem, This system ef rules & methed= for life
stamped with tribal autherity & almest instinctively ebeyed, has B
this advantage for primitive man that 1t provido;::?d:ertainty &
oeven great tracts of assured & tried security ef hellef & cénduct
for the mind to rest upon from its veyage on that eceamn of dangere
=ous possibilities & countliess things-{e~be~reared which filled
the subhuman & very early human experiemce, As fire & flints

were nian's earliest effeoctive weapons against his physical enemies

. & g&ve him leisure frem a restless & impulsive, spe~like life %o

refleoct & se te make progress; so the comferting & protecting fire

" of his belief in practices which his mncesters had tested & found

 effeotive for generatiens, & these practices hardened by habit &

the autherity of the tribe, previded him with spiritual weapons =g
against the "perilsx ef tho seul®, & gave him leisure from the terr

- =ers of immaterial enemies ~ the evil spirits whem he oceuld avert

or master by Magie exr propitiate by sacrifice- fer the theught,
refleoctien & originality whioch would hreak through ocustom itself

& epen & way te material, moral & spiritual advancement,

i
i
v
'

i

Por thi:ro, on the ether hand, was the disadvantage of custom. The

mental effert required te break threugh tribal traditions & age-




=leng practices is as difficult as for the individual te conquer
ingrained persenal habits, & indeed more se, as the collective

consciousness in the prinitive state, with the herd instinet in

' the heart of it like the iron in reinforced concrete, is extiremely
resistant to alteration, The tendency to rest in what has appar-
. =ently preved safe is strenger for the moest part than the advent~
‘ ~urous impulse te launch out upon the new & the unimown; & this
accounts for the innumerable cul-=3e=sancs in racial history, the
stagnatior in which so many iribes remain for long perioeds, Self-
«prazervation seems all en the side ef inertla, The oontrary
urge ih nature, however, that ef variability,is net te be defeated;
the inveterate tendency te differentiation for the purpose, se to
- spesk, of higher unifications, hreaks up this integratien of custem
at 1ast, & the tribal habit ef resting in custom is evercome by
the restlessness of the human spirit which is the irpulse & impet.

~us of progress, How these revolutions are accemplished hy whieh

sertain tribes of men meve out frem the savage stage of custem
tewards nationhood & civilisation is to be touohed upon later, At
~ the mement this integration of custem, man’s next & prolenged ress-
f =ingplace after the integratien e¢f instinct, is am illustration n
of the Aifficulty of maintaining the erect pesture ef the mind &
| 5f the tendency to relapse to various ferms ef rest frem mental

: strain er fatigue which are characteristie of primitive mam,

Mt s e ey St e 5+



M V2 &

1

;(3)0 One more example ef the temdency of the primitive mind to fall

back from mental strain upon some form of rest or support, is to

| be found in the place of authority in early religion, & indeed in
some of the latest & highest types of religion, Custon, as nay
be gathered from what we have just been saying, is the supreme
spthority for savage man, embodying the authority of tradition &

‘ of the tribe, Primitive man is a Pragmatist, Life is too aif-
=fioult & Aangerous for him not to trust to what has "worked®,
vhat has been safe for his ancestors, There are two elements in
the religious conservatism of primitive rnan, in which one may see
0ddly & yot with some faithfulness reflected, as m\a}mcimt mérrox,
the same oconservatism of modern times, The one is the fear which
{s the essence of all taboo & moves hLim to let well alone, the
fear which sees in all religiom & religious objeocte a perilous
force resemdbling a pewsrful modern explosive, which the average
man dare not handle & which only highly trained & specialised
Lands may touch,& these with the most extrasrdinary precautions,
the other element 19 this factoxr ef ratigue, the diffieculty in
the generalised mind first of grasping & themn of holdi%;“"mm -
varimts, in & more inward & more spiritual directiondf thought or

practiep,,vhich o211 for mental effort, The existing ideas or

rather sustoms are those of the tride; the fear is alse that of

the tribe as a whole which is exposed to the dangexrous power which

hend
& ocareless or ocontumacious’may let loose upon it; & it is into



the trihal mnind that any new departure must penetrate, as a "repr-
~gsentation collective®, in Levy-Bruhl‘'s phrase, a collestive idea.
Hence it is that originality or gemius in individuals such as ro
doubt appearsfrom time to tino)probably h!:ti almost no effect

upon the tribal 1ife: & the tribal integration, ithe integration of
custom, i{s broken up)not as & rule by the power of sreat individe-
=uals, lawgivers, prophets & kings such /s emerge at a later stage,
but by movements & developments of the trihe itself, by itz own .
crowth under favourable conditiomns to great proportions, by migrw
~ations, impact of higher civil isations & the like. The tribal

integration resists the onset of originality or individual genius

- within itself almost as the iron cliff flings back the exceptional

Zages

wvave: & that is why savage or primitive remain for so mamny ages

& in 80 many parts of the world at the same stage within the
integration of ocustem. It is in tribes which from other causes

- are imeipiemt nations, at the pastoral or agrisultural or evemn

town~awelling stage of eulture, that great Aim figures, half-
=legendary but representing the pewer of original genius at last

- to influence the lives of masses of men, sppear in the mists of

. early history,, men like Abraham, Moses, Solom, Lyeurgus, founders
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of religiens, lawpivers & makers of rations, At earlier stages

in humen development the tribal selidarity & inertia Of custom are

80 strong that the savage mind, o which mental concentration is

already diffiouit & the formulation of a new idea or even any

/)?




Leneral idea whatever involves an intolerable strain, falls hack
all but Ltvarlabléupon the authoritv of custom & the tribe, Mr,
Chas. W. Ab¢l records the following ocanversation with a Christian
native of Papua regarding a burial which was taking place.

:Ihy have they painted & decorated the corpse?”

*It is our ocustom,® replied the chief,

*Yes, I know that, but what does it mean?” I inquired.

-n;_u,' he saiqd,

I grew hopeless. 1Ibal is a very comprehensive expression. It
nay be literally $ranslated, "query®, mx "who knows?” Spmetimes
it also covers the wider meaning, "I don't want you to know,"
"Thou art not willing to enlighten me," I saila,

*Nay, Master,® he repllied respestfully, "it is not that. Thy
question is a haxd onc%m. We do these things because it

is our ocustom. 'It is what our forefathers 4id with their dead,

& we do it, I Jnow no more than that,® '

There is nothihg unfamiliar to our age in this attitude of mind

on the part of the New Guihea chief, Many things in medern 1i‘e
are maintained for no other reason than that of unreasémed oustom,
The duel, that survival of the ordeal, has been maintainea t111
wvery reocent times in Germany _& Pranoe for reasons which could

only be convincing to a um\g:%’ Masterlinck’s essay on the duel
written in war time is a singular & uhder the ciroumstances. pardom-

=able exsmmple eof that primitive mentality into which most of us

1. Savage Life in New Guinea, p.9S3.



were brought through the stirring up of the ancestral depths & the
inhibition of 1.0re recently acquired powers by the Great War, In
the "religions of authority® as contrasted by Auguste Sabatier
with the "religion of the spirit® there are the most striking
examples in civilised sooiety of what we have named fatigue & of
the falling back upon a more primitive state of mind, that of
submission to authority, from the exeroise of the higher & more
recently acquired capacities of the mind & from the mental effort
& strain of feeling which were demanded by that exeroise, | The
attraction of Roman Catholieism for nminds under the influence of
the fear of change & fatigued hy the problems presented by Soience
& Biblioal Criticisn, is the primitive one of providing in the
amthority of the Church the rest from thought which is the normal
condition of the savage mind, It is not surprising that the
mnethods & means of the maintenance & transmission of that authote
~ity should remind the anthropologist in many respects of the
magical notions & practices of primitiive man, & that, in Roman
Catholioc countries espccially, the peasant « who, acoording te ReR.
Marett, is by his folk~lore midway between the cave-man & the

oul tured medem ~ retains many superstitions in cormon with the
savage.

In Protestentismm the extreme amphasis upon the authority of Seripe
=ture has inourred a sinilar nemesis, Dr, Martineau has duc:ibé
~6d vividly this attitudes "The blind idolater of *Holy Writ® wil}

)20




have it all infallible, that it may spare him the smres of though®
& consclence, & serve him as sortes faticinae for the solution of
every question, & the relief of every saxruple.” _nxo result of
this return upon ithe prinitive, driaing from the amolient ’ear of
& for the sacred & from the enticement of relief from memtal
strain, is evident In the atherente of verbal inspiration who
nake texts into magic spells, prophets & apostles into medicine~
«Lién or mechanioal oracles, & in their reverensce for numbers &
expectation of sudden apocalyptic events recover the rental attit—
~ude of the childhood of the race, In both these reversions to
authority -~ that of an infellible church or am infallible book =
a certain intezration of the mird, a unification which it is the
inveterate tendency of the human mind to endeavour to reach, #m &
in whieh it nomsally inds rest & satisfaction, is attained, But
it is unification upon a low level, a level indeed not far abovs
that integration of custom & tribal authority in whioch 30 nany
peoples have remained & from which the human spirit has escaped
with such enormous difficulty. Te revert te it is to turn again-
«st the whole twend & urge of tho)rom- of evolution in the
universe itself which prooceeds from integratiom to higher integr-
=ation by ever rioher/ differentiations, & which has cemmitted its
highest unifications to the mind & spirit of msm,.

Besides the suthority of the tride & tribal custom in primitive
life, there is the autherity of the individual, The suthoritat-

Seat of Authority in Religiem, p.28?7
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