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JVTHE MEDICAL £ND ALLIEL REFERENUES 1 CHAUCEA.
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.the conceptions which. the lay mind entertains of ihe science and axt
of medicine and its praciitioners. This profession is probably
viewed under stranger conditions than that of any other class ol m=n
and it is not surprising. that doctiors are noi inirequenily credj ien
with. the possession of powers»and knowledge falling not iar shori of
cmniscience.

The first year or.two of medical study is a critical
perics in the life of the professional siudent of medicine, for he
gradually oiscovers that many beliefs acquired from his mother and
reverewtly upheld, are nothing but {igments or only the insignia of
refined charlatanism, and he slowly appreciates how little it is
possible 1o know of nature's secreis in health and disease. I
his mind be at all critical it will not be.the first which has found
-refuge in the Mephistophelian cynicism

"Der Geist der Medicin ist leicht zu fassen;
Ihr durchstudirt die gross' und kleine Welt
Urn es am Ende gehn -u lassen,

Wie's Goti geflilt.”

The only saieguard against this prostitution of medical
knowledge lies in the remembrance of a common humanity and. the
practice of a scientific curiosity. I'¢ ths medical man cynical,

benevolent or philosophical, it cannot be otherwise than pleasing. to

acquaint himself with the ideas and fancies which have beem formed
by other men of his sciemnce and methods.

It was with this object that a special study of Chaucer
was entered upon;:io ascertain how that acute and genial observszr
represented medicine and iis practitioners in his wriiings. The
collected resulis and the gencral impressioBs arising out of . this
search are embodied in this thesis.

A medical mam reading Chaucer will find in him asundant
illustrations of a period in the History of ledicine, when the
interpretation of natural processes proceeded more rrom certain
systems of general philosophy than from an inductive study of

phenomena. .The physicians and surgeons of Chaucer's day were
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rigidly atfached.to the Hipprociatic cogmata as modified by Calen,
whose authority was paramount, his medical teaching bzing considered
final. Indicaiive of the exalied position of these larous
physioiénsvin medieval medicine is ihe couplei, taken probably frou
the "Komaunt de la Rose" .

"#e hele me may no phisicien,

tleght Yrceras, ne Galyen.™

(The Dethe of :launche the Iuchesssc. £7C-]1).

Paracelsus Lad not cuestioned the teaching of these rsnowned
authors,and medicine, like every other natural science, was darkenea
by fanciful and fzntastic explanations of phenomena. Unborn was the
experimental spirii, forgoiten the Aristnteiian injunction. to collac
and record observations, and more. than three hundred years had to
come and go before darvey stirred into life, by a direct appeal to
Nature, the dead bones of a Science which since his death has
wrought such wonderful conquestis.

A system of medicine so crude, almost formless, must be
reflected in strange lights for modern readers in the writings of a
man who appealed for his audience. to the common people. _ust as
Bures wished "to sing a sang for Scoitland’'s sake" so Chaucer wrote
in his most famous and best remembered work with the express object
of pleasing "lewed peple’’.

Any allusion to medical subjecis musi. then have bezm
familiar and readily comprehensible. Moreover, it is probable that
a wide and sagacious reader like Chaucer was almosi as able to
make use of current medical doctrines as was his average medical
contemporary, and certainly more fitied than a modern poet or drama-
-tist who attempted the same task. to-day: for since the Fourteenth
Century. the aris and practices of medicine havé become converted
into a body of facts and inferences demanding a prolonged and zlmost
exclusive mental training for their proper understanding. Again,
Chaucer was a child of an age which had not the modern reverence for

~

accurate quotations, and we must accordingly not be astonished to
find him intercalating his original work with references to
medical authors, precisely as the School iien when they wisnhed to
silence an Opponent>quoted Aristotle, a revered name, bui one

whbse teaching was oftener referred to than studied. Authority
préssed heavily upan Geoff{ee#y Chaucer but his gift of humour pre-
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-served him from groiescue serviliiy.

.The best and the correct method *o pursue in this
special study of Chaucer would ke to work chronologicaliy through
his writings, commencing with the work of earlier years and finish-
-ing with.those of maiurity and declining powers. .To an extent this
would be pcssible,for a pains-taking criticism has established the
most probable secuence of a consideratle azmount of Chaucer's iiter-
-ary output, but as ihe order is not incontrovertiblie, [ propose to
work through. the medical ailusions under several headings rather

than attempt the evolutionary method.

FATHOLCGY AWC GEXERAL AETIOLOGY CF DISEASE.

T s s . D - —— —— . " ————— T P ——— T r——E— " G - — i ———

Regarding the causation of disease the humoral pathology
was dominant in. the Fourteenth Century. The four Humors,Blaok Eile,
Yellow Eile, Rlood and Phlegm, were called upon, by their excess or
admixture, to explain all diseases, and from this docirine arose the
famous notion of the four temperaments, or in Chaucer's word
"complecciouns"., Np singularity is shown by Chaucer in referring to
and accepting this venerated teaching of Galen. Early writers
generally make use of it, and numerous instances can be quoted of
.these medieval beliefs.

In the Frologue of the "Canterbury Tales" there is a
characteristic physiognomy depicted in that of the Somonour

"That hadde a fyr-reed cherubynnes face,
For sawcefleem he was, With'eyen narwe.
~As hoot he was, and lecherous, as a sparwe,
With scaled browes tlake and piled berd”.  (bau-b2).)
.The word "sawcefleem" indicates a red, pimpled face caused, so it
was believed, by the presence of too much salt-phelgm --salsum
phlegm-~ in the blood.

It was a medieval notion, a part of the huﬁoral pathology,
that moisture in variocus parts of the body roée as a vapor to the
head -~ the vapors or fumes from potations producing, for instance,
the deep sleep which follows the free use of alcoholic beverages.

Dreams too were sometimes explained in this way

"dire dremes shul nat been y-toold for me;
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Ful were hire heddes of fumositee,
That causeth drecem, of which ther nys no charge”.

( Squire's Tale. 3ET7-%.)

.The subjecti of dreams seems to have had z strong fascina-

~tion for.Chaucer: he retiurns to the subject frequently and his

allusions indicate a close acquaintance with the accepted, so-called

scientific

based upon

partner of

docirines of their occurence and causation, — doctrines

the idea o¢of humors.

In the "hNun's Priest's Tale' Fertelote the sensible

the drsaming Chauniecleer says

"Have ye no mannes herte, and han a berd ¢

' 'Allas! and konne ye been agast of swevenys %

No thyng, God woot, but vanitee in swevene is.
Swevenes engendren of replecciouns,
And ofte of fume, and of complecciouns,

Wkan humours beszn to nhabundznt in a wight.

:'Certes this dreem, which ye han met to-nyght,

Cometh of the greei superfluytee

Cf youre rede éoléra, pardee,

Which causeth folk to drede¢l in hir dremes
0f arwes, and of fyre with rede lenes,

Cf rede beestes, that they wol hem byte,
0f cdntekes and of wheipes, grete and lyte;
Right as the humour oi malencolie

Causeth ful many a man in sleepe to crie,
For feere of blake beres, or boles blake,
Cr elles blake develes wole hem take.

Cf othere humours koude I telle also

‘That werken many 2 man in sleepe ful Wwos (MJ\D“\+VL%)

‘Light-~hearted Pandarus, a man of the world, makes use of this anciemnt

hypothesis

his dreams
W

to destroy the belief of Troilus in the significance of

Thy swevenes ek and al swich fantasye

Drif out, and lat hem faren to mischaunce:;

For they procede of thy malencolye,

That doth thee fele in slepe al this penaunce.

A straw for alle swevenes signefiaunce:



God help me so. I ccunte hem nought a benel

Ther wot ne¢ man aright what dremes mene.

:;For prestes of the temple tellen this,
‘That dremes ben the revelaciouns

Cf{ Goddes; and as wel they telle, y-wis,
.That they ben infernals illusiouns;

And leches seyn, that of complexiouns
Proceden they, or fast, or glotonye;

- : Who wot in soth thus what they sigﬂefye 2

"Bk othre seyn that thorugh impressiouns,

As, if a wight hath faste a thing in minde,

That therof comen swiche avisiouns;

And othre seyn, as they in bookes finde,

That, after times of the yeer, by kinde

ken dreme, and that th'effect go'th by the mone:

But lef no drem, for it is nought to done:

:'"Wel worth of drewes ay thiss olde wives,
And treweliche ek augurie of thise foules
For fere of which men wenen lese hir lives,
As ravenes gualm, or shriking of thise oules.
To trowen on it bothe fals and foul is:
Allas, allas, so noble a creature

t

As is a man shal dreden swich ordure:

(Iroilus and Criseyde.Be$.3c6 - 386.)

Any reference to medical topics found in "Troilus & CUriseyde" is
especially interesting from the fact that Chaucer took the subjec%

and much of the treatment of it from Boccaccio's "Filostrato".

.The "Filostrato’ has

A . .
I sogni e le paure caccia via,

In quel che son lasciali andar ne:'ventis;



Lssi procedon ca malwnconia,

quel fanno veder che tu paventi;

Eq
Solo tddio sa il ver di cuel che fia,
Ed i sogni et gli augurii, a che le genti

Stolte riguardan, non montano un mocq,

o "
Ne al futuiﬁanno assai o poco.

( Parte guinta 32.)

The observations concerning dreams in the above extract
commence, as will be seen, with an zlmost literal transcription from
the Italian model. The remaining stanzas are Chaucer's own, and
illustrative of his calm judgment founded upon sound observation
and careful rezding. put it is in the Proem of the "Hous of
Fame" that we find the {rankest expressions concerning dreams, an
occurrence which evidently puzzled Chaucer more than a little. ke
cannot altogether escape from a vague belief in their having some
serious meaning, and appeals to "Grete Clerks" for an investigation.

“But why the cause is, noght wot I.
. Wel worthe, of this thyng, grete clerkes,
That trete of that, and other werkes;"
(The Hous of Fame. &2 - Sk. Bv..\.»

There is in this Proem an admirable enumeration of well known
causes, - "Complecciouns",”Greet feblenesse of her brayn',
"abstinence", "seeknesse”, ""prisoun", "sterve or greet distresse'.

The following lines are a variant of Solomon's remark upon tne
weariness produced by much reading.

“Or elles by disordynaunce,
Cf naturel acustomaunce,
That somme men ben to curious
In studie, or melancolious; !
(The Hous of Fame. 27 - 50.BKAJ)

An interesting reference is made in the same place to the dre®
‘and visions so commonly reported by the over-zealous in religious
work. The imagination of the middle ages was excited by the variow
monkish orders or individuals who practised ascetism and seclusion
from the world, with the coﬁsequent development of hallucinations.

) Gr elles that devocioun

Cf somme, and contemplacioun,

Causeth swiche dremes ofte; " ‘
(The hous of Fame., 23 - 3t4f3v=}



Medieval metaphysics find a place in
“or if that spirits have the myght
To make folk to dreme a-nyght:
Or if the soule, of propre kynde,
Ee so parfit as men fynde,
That hit forwot that is to come,
And that hit warneth alle and somme
Of everiche of her aventures,
By avisiouns, or by figures,
but that our flesh ne hath no myght
To understonden hit aright,
For hit is warned to derkiy; "
( The Hous of Fame. 4l - &1 Bw). )

- The whole Proem is richly expressive of the doubting, critical
and yet reverent mind of Chaucer; he feels the force and self-
destroying influence of authority but is unable to throw off its
yoke, and his conclusion, humane and kindly, is touched with that
quiet humour which must have made him so generally beloved.
Wycliffiite or Roman Catholic cannot have objected to

“For 1 of noon opinioun
Nil as now make menciouns;
But oonly that the holy rode
Turne us every dreem to gode;"
( The Hous of Fame. &bt - B&.BW.\))
.The doctrine of humours did not exhaust the medieval notions
advanced in the explanation of disease; planetary influence was
unquestioned in this regard. One line in "The Knight's tale" tells

us of the pathogenic power of Saturn,

"My lookyng is the fader oi pestilence"

) ( L. 240%.)
There is in the "L'Bnvoy de Chaucer 2 Scogan" a hint of
another cause of pestilences. The lines are : -~
" But now so wepeth Venus in hir spere,
That with hir teres she wol drenche us here.

Allas, Scogan! this is thyn offence!

L]

.Thou causest this deluge of pestilence.

Chaucer seems to imply that the bad weather may cause



enother plague. (Skest.)

A time-honoured scrap of populai pathology is mentioned
twice. These allusions express the old belief that offensive
odours; simply on account ¢f their unpleasantness, were able to
produce disease.

“¥or al the world they stynken as a goot;
Hir savour is so rammyssh and so hoot
That though a man a mile from hem be
The savour wole infecte hym, truste me.”
(Canon's Yeoman's Tale. &66 - &6%)

The Cook has been drinking heavily and part of the reproof
administered to him by the Host is

" Hoold cloos thy mouth, man, by thy fader kyni
The devel of helle sette his foct ther-in.
.

Thy cursed breeth infecte wole us alle.'

(Words of divers of the Pilgrims,-
The Canterbury Tale Group He. 37-3%)

This belief in the disease producing power of stenches is
also referred to by Shakespeare. Another old theory finds mention
in the description of the death of ircite in "The Knight's Tale".

‘' The clothered blood, for any lechecraft,
Corrupteth, and is in his bouk y-laft,
That neither veyne-blood ne ventusynge,
Ne drynke of herbes may ben his helpynge;“
| (knight's Tale. 274E-2748.)

It was thought by medical men of Chaucer's time, and still is
by many ignorant people, that clotted blood in the system is
'peculiarly poisonous. in the book "Batman upon Earthoﬁ@é His Ebook"

published so late as lEoZ2 this injunction is found: -
""Also when bloude rotteth in anye member, but it be taken

out by skill or kinde, it tourneth into venime."

‘There is in the "Farson's Tale™ an aetiological discussion of

wide range which may be most fitly inserted here.

"Another synne aperteneth to leccherie that oo%&h in
slepynge; and tnis synne cometh ofte to hem that bsen mavdenes

and eek to hem that been corrupt. And this synne men clepen
polucioun, that ooﬁ}h in thre maneres. Somtyme of lanzwissynge

of body, for the humours been to ranke and habundanyﬁn the body
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of man: somtyme of infermetes, for the fieblesse o1 the vertu
retentif, as phisik maketh wencioun; somtyme for surfeet of
mete and drynke; and somtyme of vileyns thoghies that been
enciosed in mannes mynde whan ne gooth to slepe, which may nat
been withoute synne; f{or which men moste kepen hem wisely, or

elles may men synnen ful grevously.”

(Parson’s Tale?félc. p.3CZ.)

Apart from the presence of humour in the blood another cause of
disease, Gluttony, is freqguently mentioned. .There is a general
observation made in "The Knight's Tale".

“ Som man desireth for to han richesse,
That cause is of his moerdre, or greet siknesse;”
("Enight's Tale". 126E-12E6.)
And in the "Pardoner's Tale'’ is found the distich
* 0, wiste a man how manyemaladyes
Folwen of excesse and of glotonyes,"
( Pardoner's Tale. b513-614.)

Gluttony has, in this respect, the ban of Holy Writ, and readers
of Shakespeare have only to be reminded of the frequent and telling
allusions which he makes to the ill-results following over-indulgence
in wine and food. Medical men ought in this connection to be
grateful to Chaucer that he did not brand them as Rabelais did, who

said of Doctors that "The skin of their bellies was a long way from
their kidneys." Chaucer wrote of the "Doctour of Phisik',
" Of his diete mesurable was he,

For it was of no superiluitee,
Eut of greet norissyng and digestible.

( The Prologue. 435-437.)
.The "Parson's Tale', an adaptation from a French religious

manual, is a sermon directed against the great sins and contains a

curious mélange of orthodox teaching and homely sense upon the sins
of gluttony. ’

"This synne hath manye speces. The firste is dronkenesse,
that is the horrible sepulture of mannes resoun, and therefore
whan a man is dronken he hath lost his resoun, and this is a
deedly synne. Etut soothly, whan that a man is nat wont to
strong drynke, and peraventure ne kncweth nat the strencthe

of the drynke, or hath feblesse in his heed, or hath travailed,
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thurgn which he drynketh the mocre, al be he sodeynly caught
with drynke, it is no deedly synne, but Venyal. ihe seconde
spece of glotonye is, that the spirit of a man wexeth al
trouble, for dronkenesse bireveth hym the discrecioun of his

wit. The thridde spece of gliotonye is whan a2 men devoureth

his mete, and hath no rightful manere of eiynge. The fourth
is, whan thurgh the grete habundibce cf his mete, the humours
in his body been destempered. The fifthe is forgetelnzsse by io¢
muchel drynkynge, for which somtyme a man forgeteth er the
morwe whét he dide at even, or on the nygiht biiorn.

In othere manere been distinct the speces of glotonye, aiter
Seint Gregorie. The firste is for te ete biforn tyme to ete:
the seconde is whan a man get hym to delicaat mete or drynke;
the thridde is whan taken to muche over mesure; the fourthe is
curiositee with greet entente to maken and apparzillen his mete:
.the fifthe is for to eten to gredily. Thise been the fyve
fynzres of the develes hand, by whiche he draweth folk to synne.'

(Parson's Tale. Part of para. 820 - &30)

.The same preacher has simple but good advice to offer upon one

of the consequences of luxurious habits

"snother remedie agayns leccherie is specially to withdrawen
swiche thynges as yeve occasion to thilke vileynye, as ese,
etynge and drynkynge; for certes, whan the pot boyleth strongly
the beste remedie is to withdrawe the fyr. Slepynge longe in
greet quiete is eek a greet norice o leccherie.”

(Parson's Tale. Part of para. 950.)
But the "Pardoner's Tale" is famous ior what is so clearly Chaucer's
own attitude towards gluttonous delights.-
‘o wombe! O bely! O stynkyng is thi cod:

Fulfilled of donge and of cerrupciouns

At either ende of thee foul is the soun;

How greet labour and cost is thee to fynde.

Thise cookes, how.fhey stampe, and streyne, and grynde,
And turnen substaunce into accident,

To fulfillen al thy likerous talent:

.Cut of the harde bones knokke they

The mary, for they caste noght awey
That may go thurgh the golet softe and swoote.
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Of gpicerie, of leef, and bark, and roote,

Shal been his sauce y;maked by delit,

.To make hym yet a newer appetit;

But certes he that haunteth swiche delices

Is deed, whil that he lyveth in tho vices."
(Pardoner's Tale. B34 - B48.)

A

Famous too is the vigorous portraiture, a perfect genre painting

in words, of drunkenness in the same tale.

* A lecherous thyng is wyn, and dronkenesse
Is ful of stryvyng and of wrecchednesse.
C dronke man! disfigured is thy face,
Sour is thy breeth, foul artow to embrace,
And thurgh thy dronke nose semeth the soun,
As though thou seydest ay," Sampsoun. Sampsouni"
And yet, God woot, Sampsoun drank never no wyn.
"Thou fallest as it were a styked swyn,
Thy tonge is lost and 21 thyn honeste cure;
For dronkenesse is verray sepulture
.Cf mannes wit and his discrecioun;

In whom that drynke hath dominacioun,
He kan no conseil kepe, it is no drede.d
( Pardoner's Tale. 546 - 561)
There can be no doubt of Chaucer's interest in the matter of diet
‘To his observant nature it must oftew have been clear what advantage
and disadvantages followed carefulness or excess in feeding.

A minor poem, " The Former Age " is largely an advantageous contrast
of simplicity with luxury.
* Unknowen was the quern and eek the melle,
They eten mast, hawes, and swych pounage,
And dronken water of the colde welle.

( AEtas Frima. 6- 8.)

‘The advice given by the Friar to the Merchant, in the "Shipman's
Tale", on the latter's departure for Eruges is a propos of this
matter of diet, and expresses also the belief that some foods were

considered more 'heating' to the blood than others.




12.
"l prey yow, casyn, wisely that ye ryde;
Governeth yow aiso of youre diete
Atemprely, and namely in this hete".
( Shipman's Tale. .i456—2 ).
.The "Nun's Priest's Tale" gives, on the other hand, an

opportunity to exhibit the benefits of pfain living, with. the con-

~-sequent freedom from gout and apoplexy
"Ful sooty was hir bour, and eek hire halle,
In which she eet ful many a sklendre meel;
'Of poynaunt sauce hir neded never a deel.
No deyntee morsel passed thurgh hir throte,
Hir diete was accordant. to hir cote;:
Repleccioun ne made hire never sik,
Attempree diete was al hir phisik,
And exercise, and hertes suf f isaunce.
The goute lette hire no-thynge for. to daunce,
Napoplexie shente nat hir heed". (Meoan—=31.)
A common article of food-consumption requires specific
mention in consequence of a generally known result of its properties.
The particular effect of alcohol upon the sexual desires is noted
in the "Prologue of The Wife of Bath's Tale™
"In wbmmen vinolent is no defence, --
.This knowen lecchours by experience".
( Prologue of the Wife of Bath's Tale. 467-5 ).
‘There aré two further references to this effect of
alcohol, one made by the "Doctour of Phisik" when telling the story
of Virginia, the other found in the '"Merchani's Tale". An instruc-
-tive comparison of these quotations may be made with one from
'Shakespeare which need not be quoted but is found in "Macbeth”.
Chaucer nowhere approaches in medical matters the precision of
‘Shakespeare, but Chaucer is‘like'Shakespeare in this particular,
that the allusions to alcohol are almost entirely to its effects
when taken in excess; it is never mentioned by Chaucer in connection

with its medicinal employment. However, Chaucer was cquite familiar

with the appearances of the various stages of alcoholic poisoning.

He notices on several occasions the pallor of extreme intoxication
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JThe Millere, that for-dronken was al pale".
( Host and Millar. éiéo 5.
"For, in_good feith, thy visage is ful pale”.
( Words of Divers of The Pilgrims. 30).
"Ful pale he was for;dronken, and nat reed".
( Reeve's Tale. 4150 ).
Continuing this subject, it does not miss Chaucer's
attention how characteristically speech too is affected in advanced

stages of drunkenness:

" He yexeth, and he speketh thurgh the nose,

As he were on the quakke or on the pose'".

( Reeve's Tale. 41bl-2 ).

" For were it wyn, or oold or moysty ale,

That he hath dronke, he. speketh in his nose,

And fneseth faste, and eek he hath the pose'.

( Words of Divers of the Pilgrims. 60-2 ).

This is a fitting place to refer to the only precise

mention which Chaucer makes of the intentional employment of aphro-

~disaics. In the "™ Merchant's Tale" the story has arrived at the

stage when the old man January is to go to bed with his young wife
May:
"Soone after that, this hastif Januarie
Wolde go to bedde, he wolde no lenger tarye.
He drynketh ypocras, claree and vernage,

O spices hoote, tencreessen his corages

And many a letuarie hath he ful fyn
"Swiche as the cursed monk, Daun Constantyn,

Hath writen in his book, De Coitu'.

( Merchant's Tale. .1805-1811 ).
'Ypocras;‘Claree’and‘Vernage/are the names of wines, the
first two being highly spiced. Amomgst the works of Constantius
mentidnéd by Sprengel in his "Geschichie der Arzneikunde" (S.465,

B.2) is one entitled "De Coitu'.

—————— — " —— T —— —— T ——— o W T

_To make out a list of the particular diseases mentioned by

Chaucer is not a difficult matter, the references not being large in
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peint of number. Madness, syncope, ague, fevers, gout, apcpiexy. am
some skin affections make up the bulk of the specifically mentionéd
ailments. Erysipelas is instanced but not under that designation:
""A wilde fyr upon thair bodyes falled™
( Reeve's Tale. 4172 ).
.The old English synonym "Fir of Seint Antony" for krysip-
-elas is found in the "Parson's Tale", who also ;efers to the "Mal-
-adie of Hirnia" and ”Cancre”(?ﬂ%%\
Another skin affection, under the form of a famous
. malediction, is found in Chaucer's "Words unto Adam, his owne
"Scryveyne' :
"idam Scriveyn, if ever it thee bifalle
Eoece or Troylus for to writen newe,
Under thy long lokkes thou most have the scalle'. (1-3.)

.This 'Scalle’ is equivalent for 'Scabbe’ , of which disease Lanfrank

says "also Scabbe, sum is drie and summe is wet. If it be drie, it
schal propirli be clepid icche. And if it be moist it schal be
clepid scabbe'". ( Science of Chirurgie.PJqq‘

In the portraiture of the "Cook™ there is an interesting
and common disease of the skin introduced.

"But greet harm was it, as it thoughte me,

"That on his shyne a mormal hadde he'".

(.The Prologue. '~ 38&b-6 ).

The derivation of "Mormal” is from the Middle Latin
"malum mortuum" and the Middle French '"Mort Mal"; both mean an old
callous sore, but the word "mormal” has also the sense of Gangrene
or Cancer. Professor Skeat gives a parallel line in Ben Jonson's
"Sad Shepherd" where a cook has an old "mortmel on his shin’ and
the Century Dictionary supplies another from the same author in
"Mercury Vindicated" --"They will give him a quantity of the quint-
-essence shall serve him to cure kibes or the mormal o'the shin”.
It is clear that not only in Chaucer but in Een Jonson the condition
meant is that of a callous ulceration of the leg. Lanfrank makes

use pf both words and indeed distinguishes bbkéween them. .Cne sectian

of his book is headed "Of the Cancre and the Mormole' and we are

told how "Cancrene ben rounde ulceris that fallith in a mannes
leggis, and malum mortuum also, and thei fall{th bothe in oon place
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therfore [ wole make diiference therof”. ( Science of,Chirurgie)F:¢3q
Mention has already been made of the Sommnonour's face'

"of his visage children were aiferd". He is szid to have had

"whelkes white and knobbes sittynge on his chekes"., Shakespeare
similarly describes the facial appearance of Fardolph in Henry Eth.

"Cne Lbardolph, if your Majesty know the man; his face is all
bubukles and whelks and knobs and flames o' fire'". By 'whelkes’

would seem to be meant suppurating and ulcerative acne spots.
Skeat cuotes from "Fatman on Earthollé" to the effect that
" such whelkes have small hoales out of which matter cometh. And
this euill coE%th of vicious and gleymie humour, which coaéth to the
skin of their head and breedeth therein pimpies and whelkes."
"Enobbes', - excrescences, the shape of buds or buttons, - may wellle
the reddened papular stage of acne or the large inflammatory
papules often seen on the face of hard drinkers. [t is curious
that the facial appearance of the Sommonour and bardolph should be
sketched in such similar terms.

A disease of freqguent mention is Ague and its congeners.
Saturn in the "Xnight's Tale" says

“And myne be the maladyes oolde,"
(Knight's Tale . 2467.)

Pertelote warns Chaunticleer in the "Num's Priest's Tale"

with
A\

Ye been ful coleryk of compleccioun,

Ware the sonne in his ascencioun

Ne fynde yow nat repleet of humours hoote;

And if it do, I dar wel leye a grote

.That ye shul have a fevere terciane,

Or an agu, that may be youre bane. '

(Nun's Priest's Tale. 4145-4180.)
~The known periodical recurrence of these fevers is attested
by
i"Sey that thy fevere is wont thee for to take
"

The same time, and lasten til a-morwes;

(Troilus & Criseyde. 1520-1521.Pw.7.)

The phrase "had a blanche fevere" found in "Troilus &
Criseyde" is a jocular reference to a love-lorn state, passionate

lovers being credited with a marked degree of pallor. The allusion
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© it

And seyde he hadde a fevere, and ferde amis.
(Troilus & Criseyde. 491.2)%,,.\,)
may have a general signiiicance, but it probably means an Ague
attack. And the same may be said of

W

0s soth is seid, that heled tor to be
As of a fevere, or other gret siknesse,
Men moste drinke, as men may alday ses,
Ful bittre drinke;
(Troilus & Criseyde. 1212-1215.BWI.)
The translation of Petrach's &8th. Sonnet in "Troilus &
Criseyde" is interesting from its concrete rendering of the poet-
ical figure in the original. Chaucer's words derive their apposite-
~ness from the incidents of a malarial seizure.
| “s} lieve di saver, d'error si carca
Ch'i'medesmo non so quel ch'io mi voglio,

"
E tremo a mezza state, ardendo il verno.

“Allas! What is this wonder maladye?

For hete of cold, for cold of hete, I dye:‘
(Troilus & Criseyde. 419—420.%\‘(.1.)
To another phase of deranged health, insanity, there is scant
- reference made. Many poets are attracted by the 'mind diseased' ,
‘but Chaucer was no metaphysician, and his imagination did not employ

itself with conditions of mental alienation.
We find many references to poetical and fanciful states of madness,

but only one which takes us back to medieval ideas of actual diseass.

It occurs in the "knight's Tale."

“.....f...abut rather 1yk manye,

Engendred of humour malencolik,

{

Biforn, in his owene celle fantastik.

(Knight's Tale. 1374-1376.)

Mania is thus referred ~ in its causation to the presence of
melancholic humour; the site of the disease was located in the
"fantastic cell", said to be in the foremost part of the head:
melancholia, on the other hand, was believed to arise from infection
of the "middle cell of the head".

Chaucer uses on several occasions the word "traunce'" but it
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conveyed a different meaning from its modern eqguivalent 'trance .
It seems, in general, to imply a dull, perhaps apathetic state,
wut one characterised by speechlessness. Arcite in the "Enight's Tdée
after a recital of his love pangs
"fil doun in a traunce
B longe time."
(Knight's Tale. b572-3.) '
‘To another love-sick man the same accident happens after an
impassioned prayer to "Lord Phebus” for help in his wooing,
‘*And with that word in swowne he fil adoun,
ind longe tyme he lay forth in a traunce."
(Franklin's Tale. 1080-106l.)
Troilus, the famous lover, also sutfers in a similar way
| “And Troilus he fond allone a-bedde,
That lay, as don these lovers, in a traunce

i

Bi-twixen hope and derk desesperaunce;
(Troilus & Criseyde. 1306~ 1307.Bx 1)

"The word has a graver import in one passage. Of Caesar it is

said-
"And as he lay of diyng in a traunce,”
(Monk's Tale. 3%06.)
Allied to this matter is the use of "{renesye" and
A "litargye". The one has the simple meaning of the modern word

'frenzy;, a temporary state of uncontrollable excitement.

“His sike heed is ful of vanytee;
h

I holde hym in a manere frenesye.
(Summoner's Tale. 22086- 2206. )

“And up his yen caste he, that in fere

Was Pandarus, lest that in frenesye

He sholde falle, or elles soone dye;

And cri'de "A-wak' ful wonderliche and sharpe;

"What! slombrestow as in a litargye?

(Troilus & Criseyde. 726-730. Bel)
"Litargye" is best explained by a passage from Chaucer's own

translation of Eoethius, "And whan sche say me nat oonly stiil
but withouten office of tonge and al dowmbe, sche leyde hir hand

sooftly uppon my breest, and seide;:'here nys no peril', quod sche,
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"' he is fallen into a litargye, whiche that is a comune
sekrniesse to hertes that been dépeyved"‘. (QMnQﬁQ,P$5p9

Two medical references, one of more precise significance
than the other, are of interest. 1In the "Friar's Tale™ is found
* “1 have been syk, &nd that tul many a day;

I may nat go so fer, quod she,'ne ryde,

Eut I be deed, so priketh it in my syde."

(Friar's Tale. 1b&2-~-1Eu4.)
A pain in the side while walking is often experienced during
convalescence from exhausting diseases, though heart failure
mgyrgé understood. The second of these allusions is made by the
Host who, with characteristic boisterousness, breaks in after the
"Doktour's Tale" with the well-known observation about "Cardynacle”.
His feelings have been harrowed by the story of Virginius' daughter,
so much so that he cries out
’ Eut wel I woot thou doost myn herte to erme
That 1 almoost have caught a cardynacle.
By corpus bones: but I have triacle,
Or elles a draughte of moyste and corny ale,
Or but | heere anon a myrie tale,.
Myn herte is lost, for pitee'of this mayde.“
' | (Doctor's Tale. 312-317.)

Since "cardynacle" is simply a variant of "cardiacle" or
“cardizc, the general meaning is that sense of oppression which is
felt about the heart Whenevernthe sympathetic emotions are actively
aroused.

Eut in his banter the Host wilfully exaggerates, maintaining
that "triacle", "aleu or "a myrie Tale" is reguired to save his
heart from disease. The suggested remedy, "Triacley illustrates
an altered significance ol a common word. '"Treacle has changed its
meaning;vOriginally an antidote against the bite of a wild animal,
it came to mean a medicine and later the favourite vehicle for
medicine." (E. E. Morris. "An English Misceliany” 1¢Gl, page 346.)

4 metaphor arising out of this supposed all-powerful efficacy of
¥
treacle is found in the line
"Christ, which, that is, to every harm triacle".

(Man of Lawe's Tale. 47%)

Another meaning of the exclamation is tha?:Cardiaolé is an
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enlaryed form Oi\CZTdiac; a8 the New English Dictionary shows,
the Host may chaffingly have accused the Doctor of giving nim an M3WE
attack oif the Cardiac passion, Cardiaca passio, which is an old nane,
according to the Sydenham Society's Lexicon, itor Cardialgia or
Heartburn. FProf. William 6sler, an accomplished student in the
bye-ways of medicine, gives the Host's reference to Cardynacle on
the title page of his book "4ngina Pectoris and allied Neufoses”.
If he suzgest by this that the Rost was a sufferer from Angina,
which supposition is hardly probable, since the introductory
chapter is mainly historical, showing that the diséase was not
definitely recdgnised till the 1&th. century, then our assent can
only be given to the gensral statement that Cardynacle was a
generic terﬁigbplied to many imperfectly understood Cardiac conditiams,
Angina Fectoris being among them. '

Chaucer refers in several places to the very common attacks
of weakened heart power which frequently culminate in the act of
fainting. In thé "Compleynte of Faire Anelida and False Arcite"
there occurs a clear presentment of this accident
“She wepeth, waileth, swouneth pitously,
To grounde deed she falleth as a stoon;
Al crampissheth hir lymes crokedly;
She speketh as hir wyt were al agoon;'
.Other colour then aSshen hath she noon,
Non other word she speketh moche or lyte,
But: 'Mercy! cruel herte myn, Arcitel ' ”

(Compleynte of Faire Anelida and False Arcite.
166 - 176)

Anelida faints again,
“With face deed, betwyxe pale and grene,

She {2l a-swowe;

(Compleynte of Faire Anelida and False Arcite.
3c3-3c4. )

In "Troilus and Criseyde'" we are told of the love-sick
warrior that
“And down he fil al sodeinliche a-SWOWNE.
(Troilus and Criseyde. IOQQ.BK.ﬁ.)
The treatment he received is also narrated

‘ Therwith his pous and paumes of his hondes

"

They gan to frote, and wete his temples tweyne; s
(Troilus & Crissyde. 1114-11156.Bwvi0 )
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The well-known wmovemsnt of the eyeballs in » fainting-iit
is thus described
M i icessevenossesscessessaNd she lay as for ded;
Withoute answere, and felt her limes colde,
Her yen throwsn upward to her hed”.(ijNLus.ﬁbuiv,\ﬁq-q)
In the "Scuire's Tale'" Hemorrhage is definitely mentioned
as the cause of the syncope: '
"She swowneth now and now for lakke of blood" (430).
These references by Chaucer to a common accident are
simple, direct and accurate, but present no special feature. ie
seems tp have been impressed with the often observed bodily eiiects,
the result of powerful emotions. Swooning is very often mentioned,
whilst pallor, blushing, weeping, temporary speechlessness are all
referred td in this connection.
Facial disficurements are mentioned twice, warts and
freckles being selzeted . .0Of the Miller it is said
“Upon the cope right of his nose he hade
A werte, and theron stood a toft of herys,

Reed as the brustles of a sowes erys; "’

(The Prologue. b54/556.)
Eut is not Chaucer in this case really describing a raised
hairy mole %
In the description of one of the combatants iﬂ the
‘,Tournament recorded in the "Knight's Tale" occurs
“ A fewe frakenes in his face y-spreynd,
Eitwixen yelow and somdel blak y—meynd,"
(Enight's Tale. 2166-2170)
These quotations are simple in themselves but medical
men will recognise their accuracye. They are also in keeping with
the minuteness of description which Chaucer gives to moet of his
characters} the physiognomical descriptions, as-well as the general
body-habit of his subjects, are presented in a remarkably clear
way. In this particular he makes a very early predecessor of
Lavater. |

Requiring no special comment are the three following ref-
-erences. An excelient description of a kind of RNight-mare is

found in "Troilus and Criseyde"

"And whan he fil in any slomberinges,
Anon biginne he sholde for to grone,
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And dremen of the dredfulieste thinges
That mighte ben: as, mete he were allone
In place horrible making ay his mone,
.Or meten that he was amonges alle
His enemies and in hir hondes falle.
And therwithal his body sholde sterte,
And with the stert al sodeinly awake,

And swich a tremour fele aboutt his herte,
.That of the fere his body sholde quake;
And thefwithal he sholde a noise make,
And seme as though he sholde falle depe
From heighe on-lofte. ! (B\&.V Lo~ 'LS*))
Boccaccio's description is
“Qual tu m'odi, ora, Pandaro, oofale
Ho tutta notte fatto, ne dormire
Lasciato ni'ha quest'amoroso male;
'C pur se sonno alcun nel mio languire
.Trovato ha luogo, niente mi vale,
Perche dormendo sogno di fuggire,

.0 - d'esser solo'in luoghi paurosi,

.0 nelle man di nemici animosi.

E tanta noia m'e questo vedere,
E si fatto spavento m'e'nel core,
Che vegghiar mi saria meglio e dolere:
'E spesse volte mi giugne un tremore
Che mi riscuote e desta, e fa parere
Che d'alto in basso io caggiar, e desto, amore
Insieme con Griseida chiamo forte,
.Or per merce pregando, ora per morte' .
( Parte GQuinta. 26-27 ).
.One mode of death is thus given
"And with. that word his speche faille gan,
For from his feet up to his brest was come

The coold of deeth, that hadde him overcome;
And yet moore-over, in his armes two,

.The vital strengthe is lost and al ago.
.Oonly the intzllect, withouten moore
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That dwelled in his herte syk and soore,
Gan faillen when the herte felte deeth,
Dusked his eyen two and failled breeth".
( K’w»g\»‘h s Tolt. 1148 .-g%)
There is a suggestive hint of death by Asphixia in the " Man of

Lawe's Tale'", the bursting appearance of the eyes being very
noticeable in theat condition.
"An hand hym smoot upon the nekke boon,
That doun he fil atones as a st@on;
And bothe his eyen broste out of his face
In sighte of every body in that place:". (666-672).
A group of observations on sickness in general aay be
cited: -
"The syke met he drynketh of the tonne'".
(The Farlement of Foules.)Oyw.
.The Greek aphorism is mentioned

"But, cesse cause, ay cesseth maladye:"

(Troilus and Criseyde. Book 8. 483).
"Light is not good for sike folkes yen".
(Troilus and Criseyde. Book 3. .1137).
"And she is faire as is the bryghte morwe,
That heeleth seke folkes of nyghtes sorwe".
(The Legende of Good Women. 1202-3 ).
"Thenk not on smert, and thou shalt fele nenl"
(Troilus and Criseyde. Book 4. 466 ).
A frequent accompaniment of old age 1is cleverly introduced with

dramatic effect into eme story:

"...lea.oetooolde Januarie .t!ﬂo.ll’

That slee%ﬂ%hat the coughe hath hym awaked."
( Merchant's Tale. 1866-7 ).

.The heddache of sleeplessness is one of the deceptions ofPandarus,

"Al night’, quod he, hath reyn so don me wake
‘That som of us for gode his hed may ake: 1;ml»515x\n\550;\

Chaucer in one passage notices the sleep which follows

a carousal or hard physical labour
* The norice of digestioun, the sleepe,

Gan on hem wynke, and bad hem taken keepe
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That muchel drynke and labour wolde han reste;
(Squire's Tale., 347 - 346.)
A4 sirange @xample of wvulgar irony is found in "Troilus and
Criseyde’
“Right as a man is esed for to fele,
For ache of hed to clawen him on his hele;
(Troilus and Criseyde.) 727- 728.55Kj?\
‘This, however, is not original to Chaucer: the idea is in
Boccaccio's Filostrato, but the Italian author applies the remark
to a character, while Chaucer gives a general meaning to tile
alleged fact.
S..essess@ non era altro che grattarla
Nelle calcazne, ove'l capo prudea. -
(Farte Guarta. &56.)
4 somewhat similar expression is applied to the Cook after
' the hearing of the "Reeve's Tale"
* The Cook of Londoun, whil the Reve spak,
For joye him thoughte he clawed him on the bakf
(Cook's Tale. 4326 - 4326)

It is certainly to be expected that instances would occur
in thé writings of a Fourteenth Century Poet of obsolete words
and phrases anent medical matters.

The following are the most important:-

"Nostrils" is the modern, shortened form of "Nosethirles'",
*His nosethirles blake were and wyde;
(Prologue. EE7.)
"Bote'"is used in the sense of remedy.
"Lacerte",(strictly a flesh y muscle, so called from its having
a tail like a lizard. Latin, lacerta= a iizard.) This word is found
in the "Knight's Tale", bearing the sense of muscle.

NN 1"

And every lacerte in his breste adoun.
(Knight's Tale. 2753.)
"Wood", or "Woodnesse", having the meaning of "Mad" or "Madness"
-is used by Chaucer on too many occasions to guote. He seemed to
have thought that it strengthened his description of various states
of excitement.

"Canel-boon" may mean either the "neck-bone', i.e. the cervical

vertebrae, as is probable in the "Dethe of EBlaunche the Duchesse”
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seesscessnscocs NOT canel boon,
As be semynge, had she noon. '
| (The Dethe of claunche the [Duchesse. ©42-3)
or collar-bone, which is the meaning, according to some authorities.

of this passage. The word was used with these different
aéplications, but. the Editor of Lanfrank says that the earliest
reference for canel-bone (= clavicula) is found in that book
(Science of Chirurgie. p. 1lbt.)
"Wang-tooth" (Monk's Tale L.32%4) and plural - "Wanges", (Reeve's
Tale L. 4030) mean cheek-tooth and cheek-teeth respectively. ‘Wang’
has the same derivation as the modern German "die Wange', the cheek.
In the second of these allusions there is also a reference
to a shivering seizure or Rigor.
Mention is made in several passages of the '""Nekke-bone':
some of them convey the meaning of there belng a single bone in the
neck, but one clearly indicates Chaucer's knowledze to the contrary.
“Eut swich a fairnesse of a nekke
Had that swete, that boon nor brekke
Nas ther non sene that mys-sat;
Hit was smothe, streght, and pure flat,
. Wyth-outen hole:‘l
| (The Dethe of Blaunche the Duchesse. ©37-942)
"Coillons", (0. Fr. coillon, couillon; Ital. coglione;
Lat. colems) for Testicles, is vigorously used by the Host in the
trouncing he administers to the Pardoner.(Pardoner's Tale. L.®52)
" Throte - bolle" (Reeve's Tale L.4272) answers for Pomum Adami.
" Herte - spoon" for breast bone occurs in the "Knight's Tale.
“He feeleth thurgh the herte-spoon the prikke.
(Knight's Tale. 2606.)
" Barm " for bosom is found in the "Monk's Tale" (L.36350) as is
also "Wombe" for stomach. (L.3627) |
Quaint metaphors, tinged with medical meaning, are the follow-
ing, found also elsewhere than in the quotations below: -
“And Jhesu Crist, that is oure soules leche.
(Pardoner's Tale. ©16)
“Moder, of whom our merci gan to sprynge,
Beth ye my juge and eke my saules leche.'
(Chaucer's A &£ C. 133-134.)
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& variant is
“And which a goodly, softe speche
Had that swste, my lyves leche! '
(The Dethe of Blaunche the Duchesse. $18-91¢)
.There are a few allusions to the Cardio;vascular system,
b3¥f§? course, to the fact of circulation of the blood.
A statement of the old error about the 'domination' of the blood
(in this sense one of the four humors) is made in the "Squire's
Tale"
"For blood was in his domyhaciunf
( Lo 362. )
‘This was supposed to last from. & pem. to 3 a.m.
A fanciful explanation of pallor produced by strong emotion
is
“Whan he hadde mad thus his complaynte,
His sorwful herte zan faste faynte,
And his spirites wexen dede;
The blood was fled for pure drede
Doun to his herte, to make hym warme;
For wel hit feled the herte hadde harme;
To wite eke why hit was a-drad
By kynde, and for to make hit glad;
For hit is membre pfincipal
.0f the body; and that made al
His hewe chaunge, and wexe grene,
And pale, for ther no blood was sene
In no maner lyme of his.
(The Dethe of Blaunche the Duchesse. 466-465.)
No mention is made of arteries: veins were the important
vessels, as still is vulgarly believed. They were also considered
the conduits of sensation
Y @ eveeseesseasesasesss and bisily,
Him for to glade, I shal don al my peyne,

And in my herte seken every veynef
(Troilus and Criseyde. . &41-%43.BR.Y)

Chaucer varies from the original

‘NP4 il mio male e'l perduto diletto

LY
Tutto nel cor serrato mi terragio: ’
(Parte Quarta 108)
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“That feleth harm and suert in every veyne,ll
(Troilus and Criseyde. 417.E5K?ff)
“For cetes, longe I may nat live in payne,
For in myn herte is corven every veyne; "
(The Parlement of Foules. 424-425.)
Both "Herte-blood" and "Veyne-blood" find mention
* That ta thy Creatour which that thee wroghte,
And with his precious herte-blood thee boghte;
(Fardoner's Tale. &01-502)
“For which that Jesus Crist hymself was slayn,
That boghte us with his herte blood agayn. *
(The Summoner and the Friar. 717-716.)
“That neifher veyne-blood ne ventusynge,
Ne drynke of herbes may ben his helpynge;“
| (Knight's Tale. 2747-2746.3
"Veyne-blood" signifies here the operation of phlebotomy,
and "Herte-blood" bears a metaphorical sense.

The introduction of a poison into the Tale told by the
Pardoner illustrates the medieval ignorance of toxicology. FPoisons
were not infrequently used but the popular imagination had created
~a common belief in their power to destroy life within a few minutes,
~a property possessed by very few of them, and these are certain
alkaloids only discovered within recent years. The Apothecary,
tlchemist and Aistrologer were watchedwith strange emotions, and
their operations not béing understood the lay mind fell back upon
the principle, | |

.Omne ignotum pro magnifico.
' It may safely be said that
, Do poison was known in Chaucer's day which could in such small
doses, and so quickly, produce death. No clue is given to the
recognition of the agent in its effects upon the body, and it would
be idle, therefore, to make any guesses.

“And forth he gooth, no lenger wolde he tarie,
Iinto the toun, tinto a pothecarie,

And preyde hym that he hym wolde selle

Som poysoun, that he myghte his rattes quelle;

And eek ther was a polcat in his hawe,

That, as he seyde, his capouns hadde y-slawe,
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ind fayn he woide wreke hym, 1! he myghte,
Cn ¥ermyn, that destroyed hym by nyghte.

The pothecarie answerde,"and thou shalt have
A thyng that, al so God my soule save!
In al this world ther nis no creature,
That eten or dronken hath of this confiture,
Noght but the montance of a corn of whete,
That he ne shal his 1if anon forlete;
Ye, sterve he shal, and that in lasse while
Than thou wolt goon a-paas nat but a mile;
This poysoun is so strong and violent:"

(Pardoner's Tale. 8E£1-5667.)

e s - - — —_— — > ——— 3 W . o~ —— — ——— i — - —

Chaucer does not introduce into his works many references
to the surgical states whfgﬁfﬁave often been brought before his
eyes, especially since it is true that he went through some of the
French wars. There is, however, one graphic description of an
a.cident which happened to Arcite in the Tournament for the possess-
ion of his love, Emily.

- “He pighte hym on the pomel of his heed,
That in the place he lay as he were deed,
His brest to-brosten with his sadel-bowe.
As blak he lay as any cole or crowe,
So was the blood y-ronnen in his face."
(Xnight's Tale. 2689;2695.)

The thorax is evidently injured and there is a gravely
impaired aération of the blood. The body, according to medieval
medicine, was endowed with what was called the "virtue expulsive":
this virtue had the power of expellihg from the body that which
Was hurtful to the system. It had three parts, one resident in the
Liver and called the ﬁnatural virtue", another in the Heart styled
the "Spiritual.virtue”, whilst the "animal virtue' was located in

the brain. Arcite is in such a sad plight that

[\

The vertu expulsif, or animal,
Fro thilke vertu cleped natural,

[}
e may the venynm Voyd‘n ne 8\50119- o
’ (nnignt s Tale. 2742-2751.)
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.The remaiirder of the description indicates a gradually increasing
pulmonary obsiruction, with ihe issue of bloody and mucous froth
from the dying Kaighi's mouthe
"The pipes of his longes gonne to swelle,
Ard every lacerte in his brest adoun
Is shent with venym and corrupcioun.
Hym gayneth neither, for to gete his lif,
Vomyt upward, ne dounward laxatif;
£1 is to-brosten. thilke regiouny
Nature hath no dominacioun."
( Knight's Tale. 2752-8 ).
And with a charmipg naivete we are told
"And certeirly, ther Nature wol nat wirche,
Farewel, phisik! go ber the man to chirchei"

( Hnight's Tale. 275¢-2760 ).

An obselete word having a surgical application is once
- used by Chaucer.

" His brest was hool withoute for to sene,

but in his herte ay was the arwe kene;
And wel ye knowe that of a sursanure
In surgerye is perilous the cure,
But men myghte touche the arwe, or come therby."
( Franklin's Tale. 1111-1115 ).
"Sursanure”, coming from 'super' and 'sanare', has an etymology
which clearly indicates that it is a wound healed, or better,
covered in only on the surface. The necessary care required for
the proper healing of wounds is alluded to in a fine iflustratinn
by the Parson:
"The seconde condicion of verray confession is that it
be hastily doon; for certes, if a man hadde a deedly wounde, ever
the lenger that he taried to warisshe hymself the moore wolde it
corrupte and haste hym to his deeth, and eek the wounde wolde be the
wors for to heele; and right so fareth synne that lonqstyme is in a
man unsﬁewed."

( Parson's Tale. Par. 955 ).
‘There is another reference to a wound:

" For trewely ther is noon of us alle,



2
It any wight wol clawe us on the pallie,
fhat we oyl kike, for ne ssith us sooth.”
( Wife of Zath's Tale. . =55-841 ).
"Galle" here means ' a sore place' and since this word is historic-
-ally interesting, from a medical point of view, the liberty is taim
of quoting from Haeser's Geschichte der Medicin .

.The Germam historian is discussing the origin of one of
the several syvmonyms of the disease Syphilis -- Morbus Callicuz--
"Es scheint namlich fast, als ob der erstézﬁame ( Morbus Galiicus !
durch ein etymologisches Missversiandniss entstanden sej. In
Frankreich selbst hiess die Syphilis unter Anderem auch "galle"
was entweder "kratze"(,ale) bedeutet, oder an dis Aehnlichkeit des
Hautleidens mit Galiapfeln oder Eicheln erinnern soll, mit denen
von deutschen Schrifistellern ausdricklich die "Zapfen" der Haut-
-affection vergl ichen wurden. A4uch noch mehr: Auch im Altenglis-
~-chen heisst der Tripper "galle' und "apepalle'. Ferner bedeutet
das Englische Zeitwort "gall" abreiben, reizen, wunddrlcken, und
das gleichlautende Substantivum nicht blos "Galle", sondern auch
eime Schramme. "Ape" heisst "Afle, hassliches Weib"; "ipepalle”
demnach eine durch Umgang mit gemeinen Weibern erworbene Schramme.
Fs ist deshalb durchaus nicht unwahrscheimlich, das der Name "zalle”
als dis Wurzel des "morbus gallicus" zu betrachten ist, und dass
diesem Namen nicht allein die "Mala Franzos" der Deutschen, sondern
auch die Hypoihese des Ursprungs der Krankheit in dem Heere Carl's

VIII vor Heapel ihre Entstehung verdankt."( B.2. S.221-222 1.

e o o — —— ————— T " (o W S T -
P ———— ———— " —— - ——— -~ -

,One would expect to find in such sarly poetry only those

references to therapeutic measures involving the use of drugs of
the commonest kind. 1t is so. Women had in those and later days
a great deal to do with the drugging of the sick, and they were
relied upon for information of t his kind. Eundles of herbs were
annually collected and kept ready for use in most houses.

Illustrative of the high esteem in W hich women held such knowledze

ot

2 e

is the present of the 'Magic Ring' to Canacea in the "Scuire's Tz

which revealed to the wearer the medicinal secrets of all plants.
L4

ANY

And every gras that groweth upon roote

She shal eek knowe and whom it wol do boote,
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4l be his woundes nevar so depe and wyde.
(Scguire's Tale. 153-16L.)
Again, in the sanc tale
“Wow kan nat Canacee but herbes delve
.Cut of the ground, and make salves newe
.Of herbes preciouse, and fyne of hewe,
. To heelen with this hauk; "
(Squire's Tale. 638-641.)
Popular treatment is exemplified in the remedial measures
adopted for those injured in the Tournament described in the
"Knight's Tale"
o

"To othere woundes and to broken armes,

Somme hadden salves and somme haddencharmes,

Fermacies of herbes, and eek save

i

They dronken,’for they wolde hir lymes have.
(éinight's Tale. 2711-2714.J
"Save" is the common herb fage, which was one of the most
highly esteemed of medieval remedies.
“Cur moriatur homo cui Salvia crescit in horto.

‘Salvia comfortat nervos, manuumgue tremorem

Tollit, et ejus ope febris acuta fugit.
Salvia cum ruta faciunt tibi pocula tuta."

These are only a few of the praises of Salvia Salvatrix,
naturae conciliatrix, which may bé found in the Salernitan Kegimen
Sanitatis and similar compendiums.( Janus. dJanvier 1%0l.)

Salves and ointments, together with herbal concoctions,-
"fermacies"- constituted the staple treatment of the Doctor.

.The extensive use of salves is illustrated by two general referencos.
Criseyde says
“If to this soor ther may be founden salve,
It shal not lakke, certain, on myn halvel
(Troilus and Criseyde.\944—ﬁ45.55kﬁk)

And in Rosemounde

"

”

1t is an oynement unto my wounde,
(Kosemounde. 7s)
& Plaster, composed of various medicinal agents, was another

very commonly employed method to promote the healing of wounds.

Greet was the sorwe for the haukes harm
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Thet Canacwse and llie hiy wommen made;

iney rnyste how they myghte the raucon giads,

put Yanacee hom beveth nhire in hir lappe,

And softely in plastres gan hire wrappe,

]

Ther ag she with hire beek hadde hurt hirselve,

( Squire's Tale. 632-657.!

"Drogges" or Drugs, '"Letuaries" or Electuaries, were prepar~i-
by the Apothecaries according to the prescriptions of the
Physicians. 1t is not cuite clear what Chaucer meant by "Drogges'.
it may be that they were dried powdérs, mainly powdered herbs,
but "lefjuaries" were practically what would be understood by .the
word fo-dayg i.2., a thick concoction to be licked from a spoon.
.That they were in extensive use is evident from

‘' But al too late com'th the letuarie
Whan men the cors unto the grave carielu
(Troilus and Criseyde. 741-742.DKV. )
Also in "Troilus and Criseyde" Chaucer makes a poetical use of
this common knowledge of medicinal herbs in the beautiful lines
“For th'ilke grounde that ber'th the wedes wikie
Eer;th eek these holsom herbes as ful ofte;
ind next the foule netle, rough and thikke,

"The rose waxeth swete, smothe., and softe;”

(Troilus and Criseyde. .$46-%45.PHK.).)

And again,-
“ Ko worth the faire gemme vertules:
74

Wo worth that herbe also that doth no bote!
(Troilus and Criseyde. 344-345.PK.IT )

,Of particular remedies and’drugs mentioned there are the
following: - Laurel, Centaury, Hellebors, Fumitory, Caper-spurgs,
Gattertree, Herbe yve, Borax, Ceruce,.Cil-of-Tarter, Cuicksilver,
Litharge, Brimstone, Aloes,.Opium, Gold, Narcotics and Hyaena's-gzllk

Perteslote says to Chaunticleer in the "Nun's Friest's Tale
A day or two ye shul have digestyves
.COf wormes, er ye take youre laxatyves
.0f lawriol, centaure and fumetere,

.Cr elles of ellebor that groweth there,

.Cf katapuce or of gaitrys beryis,



.01 herbe yve, growyng in oure yosrd, fher aely 18
Fefize hem up right as they growe and gie nsm yns

Nun's Friezt's Tale. 4lbl-4icT.)

A "digestyve' is"a medicine or substance promoting dizestion
of food," (New English Dictionary) and it may be observea that
Pertelote was well informed in advising Ghaunticleer to pick the
remedies"as they grew", for it was the herbalisi's custom to ceoilect
his plants as iresh as possible.

ventaury and nellebore ars included in the Herbarium ipulein

&

and of his work it is said that, - "Its translation into English
shows its popularity, and amid the scarcity of old English manuscripks

four copies still exist of this work, and three glossaries snow
themselvesz indebted to it." (Rev.,Oswald Cockayne, &, &0G. Saxon
ezchdoms) .

information thus promulgated before the Norman conquest must
have nad to do with ithe formation of the common regard {or these
dru.s. Doth of them, - Centauria Major and Helleborus Albus~ are
found in the Herbarium and the Saxon translation endowed with specid
buraiive vowers in Liver derangements, from which, according to
Pertelote, her husband was suffering. it is probable, however,
that Helleborus nigrus is alluded to by Pertelote, as Helleborus
Albus is not a native of England and the blackbvariety was considerd
by ithe ancients a mighty pUrger'of melancholy.

Later r rence to the efiicacy of these drugs is made by
1 I'd

4. "Lawriol" is Laurel, Dafne Leaurecla. The

efe
Batman upon Baﬂc;

o

Berries were accounted good "for hardness of the inwards”.{‘P.4

Saxon Leechdoms). "kKatapuce" is Caperspurge, Luphorbia uamﬁfr 53

it ton was good for "sore of the inwards”. (P.4t, Saxon Leechdoms)
Skeat surmisss that the berries of the Buckthorn which closcly

rCSPmbLP and are often mistaken for those of the Cornel-iree, may

‘('wc OMO\, o Coveed: 4 e f3Lanv"
probably be meant here(u~b cgrgjt o '

"Gaitrys'" is a name properly belonging to the Dogwood(Clornus
sanguinea) but in various districts applied to other similar shrub=.
(New English Tictionary).

"Zerbe-yvae" is somewhat doubtlul, Professor Skeatl identifyin:
it with Ground Fine, whose leaves are extremely nauseous: Fertciots
1s ironical in saying "Ther mery is".

it may be mentioned that "Earth Ivy" is given in the



,tramgﬂxxmiorlxyi Lng serbacium Apuieil as uselul tor “"sore ol miitte
(Fa “43a)

Trumstere', ie.e. Fumitory, was larx
complaints.

Though these and other drastic purgatives were used by medieviy
Dbotors to an exireme degree we do not find that Chaucer satirisss
their smployment, nor does he deal at all slightingly with the
equally destructive custon of bleeding.

.The popular credit of purgatives is seen in the earnest

advice of Fertelote to her troubled husband;

N £y

" Now Sire; quod she, whan we flee Iro the bemses,
for Goddes IOVﬁ, as taak som laxatyfs
Up peril of my soule, and of my lyf,
I conseille yow the beste, [ wol nat lye,
. That bothe of colere and of malencolye
Ve purge yow, and, for ye shal nat tarie,
Though in this toun is noon apothecarie,
I shzl myself to herbes techen yow
" That shul been for youre hele, and for youre prow;
And in oure yeerd tho herbes shal 1 fynde,
- The Whiohe han of hire propretee by kynde
To purge yow, bynethe and sek above. |
"
Forget nat this, for Goddes owene love.
(Hun's Priest’s . Tale. 4152-4144.)
Chaunticleer's is the only voice raised in disbelief of
purgation.
M eseanseesee; and I seye forthermoor,
That I ne telle of/laxatyves no stoor,
For they been venymes, I woot it weel;
1 hem diffye, I léve hem never a deei!
(Nun's Friest's Tale. 4343-4346.)
Chaucer was unlike Moliere in this respect, who whipped with
his tremendous satire the medical men of his t ime for their
idolatry and ruinous practice of these modes of treatnent.
MOli%Ee nad besen a patient: Chaucer sQ far as we know enjoyed gaod

health. = Zowever, these two writers had minds of =z greatly diffsrent

order.,  The Frenchman had a kesner insight into the characiers ol
me * .1 r o - 1 . “wr A 3 M 1 PN
N and women and an unerving seye Iol taell defects, which he hald
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11 1s very pleasing 1o Rot

2 That medical men are ire:ied mos
kindly by Uhaucer, at all events they are neitner satirised nor
ridiculed. TInere is 6n1y one indirect allusion of a slighting
character made and it is by ithe Host
“The devel made a Reve for to preche,
,Cr of a soutere snipman or a 1eohe.“
(Reeve's Tale. 3603 - 3604.)
nEx Sutore medicus" was an old populay proverb.
,0f the Sommonour we are told that
“Gf his visage children were aferd.
Ther nas quyk-silver, 1ytarge, ne brymstoon,
Boras, ceruce, ne oille of Tartre noon,
ile oynement that wolde clense and byte,

. That hym myghte helpen of the whelkes whitse,
Nor of the knobbes sittynge on his chekes.
(Prologue. 626 - 633.)
it would appear as if‘mﬁd‘gthe drugs here meniioned were
intended for extsrnal applicatiion only, since the Arabian modific-
ation oi Creel wedicine, 2 method which Was dominant in <haucer's

5

day, dreaded the poisonous efiects of internal administiraiion.

"Yor den metallischen Mitteln wurde iast stets nur ausserlicn
Gebrauch pemacht, weil man die giftige Wirkung der meisten idrcnisty
(daeser. B. 1. S.240.)

Quicksilver, Litharge, and Sulphur are ancient remediss fox
skin diseases. Lanfrank mentions Litharge as a remedy for et
scab". (Science of Chirurgie. F.192.) The same author (ibid Fa.ltw)
in giving soms dirsctions for the cure of dertain cutaneous
~aifections says, " And than anoynte his face with olic tartarino’.

In a note to tnis recommendation the Editor remarks :-
"The translator has omitied the prescription of oleum tartarinun
giver in the Latin original. '"Cylle of tarter- Recips, Zarter o:i:
Whyt wyn made in pouder temperd wit venygre as past, bynde yt in 2
clothe ang out i under embers, to yt be welle brent: than out 7°
n a svon pot with an holle benethe. ind this ys oylle ctf tartor’.
(In modsrn inglish, Cream of Tartar.)

"Laruce] ( a complex subsiznce formed of the oxides and
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carneiatEd o Lhad) wasm o dntrodacss 1T medical wss Sy Lhe ao2d il

PhysiGiins wio Sede w0t adarse ol 11s complex CompmMiTiuni. it
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forinad a prot ool ccertaln cozeetlic
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“Borax had aiso Lhe same origin and application.
Narcotics are mentioned in several places. In the "knight's Tale'—
' for he hade yeve his gayler drynke so,
,0f a clarres, maad of a certeyn wyn,
kith nercotikes, and opie of Thebes fyn,

fhat al that nyght, thogh that men wolde nim saslie.
. ”"
“The gayler slespe, he myghie nat awake;

(Enight's Tale. 1470-1474.)

“Tho Legende of Good Women'",-

And seydegvﬂereof a draught, or two, or thre;
vif hym to drynke, whan he gooth to reste;
ind he snal slepe as longe as ever the lesie;
‘he narcotikes and opies ben so_stronge.”

| (The Legende of Good Women. 2€67- 2670.)

Though opium was known to the Greeks it is uncertain what i=

of Thebes".

D

meant by YUpi

iloss-wood is only used in a simile

“+he woful teres that they leten falle

Ls bittre weren, out of teres kinde,

For payne, as is ligne aloes or galle;ﬂ
(Troilus and Criseyde. Book 4. 1130-11¢7 )
(haucer is more concrete than boccaccio: -
B i evessessessssas@ le cascanti
Lacrime si bevean, senza aver curla
Ch'amare fosser oltire lor natura.q
(Parta quarte 118.)

in the short Poem, "Fortune", an undoubted medisval remedy 8
nentioned: -
“ Thee nedeth nat the galle of nbon,hyene{

1

cureth §en_derke fro hir penaunce;

3

o
e

=
r—
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@
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( Fortune., 3H - 36.)

The belief in the eificacy ot the gall of various animele

[&]

T
IS very ancient. The redicina de Guadrupedibus of Sextus rlacitus,

R

Which was translated into English belore the Norman Connuest, . Iv
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gi, 01 0F 0CUlar Dailf. (Wole Lo waxon weschdoms)
The allusion to gold
el the Lobbg © of Fhisik,~-
“ior ¢#old in phisik is a cordial, ’ ]
( Prologue. 443.)

A testimeny to the fancied and fantastical value ascribed o
the Rex nectaliorum in disease. nowever, the difficulty ior the
doctors was the dissolving of the metal: a prescripiion lor ths naling

[ : : i ~ _
of furum potabdle is frequsntly given by old wriders, tne solution

J I S
WGGETRTON

F-
-
et

ol the aetal by the mineral acids Leing very imperfectis

Cno therapseutic measure to which sbaghtreferenoe ig madges is

that ol blseding. 1t is well known tnat nedicine suffered during 1
dark ages as did other branches ol knowledge. Empiricism was ramy iy

monks and women practised their superstitious habits and tne
orihodox medical praciitioners were in most cases arrant humbug:se

L vivid portrait has been left by Charles Reade in the "Cloister

n 1

alid tne deartn” ol a doctor and his unblushing ruaoker cthods

;\,

illussrative of the period immediately prior to the introduction
ol printing. The unien of the priest and doctor in the midale 2g%-
was very close. Fuller gives a quaint notice of it :-
| "The ipcient Brittans, who went without cloathes. may weil b=
prosumed to live without physick. Yet, seeing very wceasis
inow wnat is good for themseives (the Deer, Cretaniictamum;
and Tozd, his antidote of Plantaine) sure they had some experiment-

al receipts used amongst them, and left the rest to nature

Esay

arrd temperance to cure.  The Saxons had those they termed

in meinod-

{.)‘

Leacnes, or Bloud-letters, but were little skille:
ical pr abtl"ﬁ Under the Hormans, they began in Ingiand (an.
would we had~fetohed FPhysicians only and not disszces from
franced) vel three hundred years since it was no distinct
profiession by itself, but practised by men in.Orders; witnes:
Nicholas de Fernham, the chief English Fhysician and Bishop
of Duzphem; Hugh of Eveshams, 2 Fh sician and Cardinal; Grisant.

a Physici n and Fope. Yea, the word rhysician appears not in cur

&

)

. Statutes {ill the days of king Henxy the fignte who
incorporated their Uolledge at Londong since which time they

w7

Ca Ve maltiei s o s T e e er T fyoa 1 AN o
avVe multinlied and [louvished In our .2tich. o
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pnn wentcinaly the stwiomical part thereol, 18 nuoh

peichancs oucasioning the lat or.”

siapruved: our Civil wWavs
From 2 varieiy of causes the Priest was forbidden to practise
medicineg.  ore wucknill remarks that

v lingen, in his Curiesiiies of Medical Exporienoeg

axpliaing the origin of barber surgsons, from the decadence

oL medical practice among the priests. In 11656. at ihe
Council oi Tours, Pope Alexander 3rd., maintaining that
the devil, to seduce the priesthood from the duties af the
aliz2r, involved them in mundane occupations undsr the plea
ol humanlty, prohibited the study both of medicine and law
smong st 211 who had taken religious vows. In 1Zio
Hcnourics Srd. "fulminated a fresh anathema" ordzining, tha.

1

an ithe church abhorred all cruel and sanguinary practices,

L

not only should no priest be allowed the practice of

garpery, but that the priestly benediction should be
refused to all those who professed it. Unable ito quit
cheir cloisters, in surgical cases, which could nci be so

aasily cured at a distance, sooner tihan lose ths emolumente

oi ine profession, they sent their servants, or rather ing

barbers ol the community, who shaved and bled and drew feetil
in ineir nesighbourhood ever since the clergy could no longe:

12k H

perform theif operations, on the plea of the maxim, "Zccles:

oo

abhorret a sanguine"; bleeding and tooth-drawing Seing,

believe, the only cases where this maxim was noiiceds r7Tok

fatad

2ig circumsiance aroce the barber craft or "barver surgson:’.
it iz ecasy o understand how naturally, under these circumsianves,
blesding, as a remedial measure, would fall into the hand: of ine
éeoulax ztiendants eof a church. We find in Chaucer a simpie bul
oonﬁinciné illustration of this decadence of medicine. "The gay a1s
Joly c¢lsrk, Abhsolon, iﬁ that broadly humorous tale told Ly the iil.x

Is an adept at many things, and amongst others

A} 1

»1 koude ne iaten blood and clippe and shave,
( #iller's Tale. 50264)
Ihis reference and the followings-'Veyne-bloocd" ,=are sirang«

to Say, the onlv instanpces found in Chaucer's writings ol the praciiee
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e civiherea oioed, for any iechectali,
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vorrupteth, and is in his bouk y-laft,

Tnat neitner veyne-blood ne ventusynge,

fl
e drynke of herbes may ben his helpynge;

( knight's Tale. 2745 — Z274C. )

There is a remarkable aliusion to a subject which concerns
Midwifery in the "Merchant's Tale": it is' to the strange 'longirn; o

which womon frequently experience during pregnancy,

“‘nis fresshe May, that is so bright and sheecne,

[\Y
san for to syke and seyde, Allas, my syde.
H

[ d 1. * o 1 9 . g
low. Sire, cquod she, for aught that may biiyde,

I moste han of the peres that I see,

.37 1 moot dye, so soore longeth me
o eten of the smale peres grene.

Help, for hir love that is of hevene queene.

I telle yow wel, a womman in my plit

say han to fruyt so greet an appetit
.That she may dyeﬁg but she of it have:‘
( Merchants Tale. 2526 - 2387.)

“hile there can be no doubt of the accuracy of the referencs
it ig odd that it is not expressly told that May is enceinie.
Anotner mention of pregnancy is found in the "Knight's Tale'.

* 4 womman travaillynge was hire biforn,
tut, for hir child so longe was unborn,.

f‘\l DltOUSIY Lucyna gan she calle ;

And seyde,‘i—lelpe9 for thou mayst best of ailgc.

(¥night's Tale. 2085 - 20c6. )

A curious reference is made to the suckling of children in i
"Olerk's Lale”, To temp¥ his patient Wife Gristldis, tae nusband

Causes onw child after another to be tzken away lrom her, and oi

1t is saig
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(Uierk ol,Oxford's {ates 617 - s
Laciation over such an sxiended period is noi an unCowien

incideny evan row- a- days, and it is interesting to compare

Chaucet’'s casual introduction of the function with the pavruious

chriter of Juliet's nurses who weaned her charge when the iniant

TLin anmas-eve at nlgnt shall she be fourteen inat saal
sne, marrys I remember it well: Tis since the eavihrizke
]

now elevenr years: and she was weaneds

That tedious sermon, "The Parson's Tale", contains picuant

tzaching upon the subject of infantile [eeding,

A

{or gooihly ther is nothyng that savoureth so wel fo a c¢iilc
2¢ the miik of his norice, ne no thyng moore abhomyranlec U
’ 1

e millk whan it is medled with oother mete.

‘._J

ini
(Parson's Tale. F. 207, para. 120,)
The birth of a monstrosity is alluded to in the "dan of

Law's iala®
The lettre spak, the queene delivered was
.Uf so horrible a feendly creature,
‘hat in the castel noon so hardy was
‘That any while dorste ther endure:

(¥an of Law's Tale. 750 - 758.)
1o another phase of child-bearing the Host glxes expression

1

in unmeasured termg,-
. .

-

ceensasssssaaccsbul and I were a pope,

Hai éonly ihou, but every myghty man,

Though he were shorn ful hye upon his pa
Shoide nave a wyf, - for al the world is lorn;
deligioun hath take up al tbe corn
L2 tredyngs and we borel men been shrympes:
i iieble trees ther comen wrecched ympes.
Sihic maleth trat oure heires beth S0 sklendr=

L}
And feble that they may nat wel sngendres

(Herry words oi :ost to monk. 3140 - 01486.)

) "’i sSomeE
Fracticas thought fo be uite modern are denouncsd in Lhe

12
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of vandyck. . Ihis combination c¢i vigorous and refined obs. Tvatiow

is weirs axaibitsd in the portrait or an early English usdical

e

3 creetion wihilch should appeal to every practitioner oi mcdicine.

W

Wit us ther was a Doctour of Phisiks

n all this world ne was ther noon hym 1ik.

ot

i apeke of phisik and of surgerye;

i'or he was grounded in astronomye.

se wepte his pacient a ful greet deel

in houres, by his magyk natureel.

we1l koude he foriunen the ascendsnt

 Gf his ymages for his pacient. "

( Prologue. 411 - 416.)

The "Doctour” was evidently a practitioner of thi asirolog!
25 well == of ihe medical art: it is not just to accuse him of
chariatanisa as would be done if 5 modern doctor relied upon such

Lythical helu in the treatment of disease. Chaucer himssll wos Do

the

N tne Yoarn of Law's Tale" our author expresses himsell vers

ol this subject, -

L L . . " ,;--‘ - -
Faraveniure in thilke largse book,

shich that men clipe tne hevens, y-writen was

+ith sterres, whan that hs his birtne took,

v in the sterres, clerer than is glas,

-,

e written, God wwots whoso koude it rede,

The deeth of every man, withouten drede.

Lo

in sterres many a wynier iher biforn

Was writen the desth of Lctor, Achilles,

.2 Fompei, Julius, er they wers born,

Ta steife of Thebes, and 0l LICULaS.
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b WDAMPE 0N Tarnus e il OL seera tes
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ve desth; but mennes wities ben so dulle

' . o4y ]
Inat no wight kan wel rede it atie [ulle.
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froc of tne old beliei in the inijuence ol,stars upon Gan's dests o
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metierne .niv treatise is unfinished, but one quoitaiion is
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encugh to o whow with what kind of information its auvany
o supoly aie son, in so far as health and disesase wors Solinys

it

to bn aitiectied by astronomical influencss: -

SAnd utcierstonde élso that wharn an hote planei. co:un ind
ar noes signe, than encresith his hets; and yf 2ovlansis
e G0l A6, tnan amenusith his coldenesse by causs ou owne
P toaine.  And by fays conclusioun maist. thuu tala
onuani.le in aile the signes, be thei moist or dvie, o3
wooble or fixe, reknyng the qualite of the plarste as I
iivsi neides  And everiche of inese 12 signes hata rospoc,

P

Looa oorteyn parcel of the body of a man, anc
_ovarnaunce; as Aries hath ihin heved, and Taurus iny o
ard thy throte, Gemini thin armeholes and thiw ATWNL . Al
50 wurine as shal bée shewid more pleyn in ihe o rartie of
" ’ ’
rnie Lretils,

4 Treatise on the Asfrolabe. LEY2s 2la)
lstrolog s did not exhaust this practitioner's diagnosiic asility
"ie knew %the cause of sgverich maladye,

Wera it of hoot, or cold, or moysie, or diys.
“ind where they engendred and ol what humoir;
“: was a verray parfit praktisour. "

| ( Prologue. 416 - 422.)

The continuation of the portrait is really an accusation wr
medical mep alwaysidevoutly hope may bavg been a libel out one i
Cknow at s saue time to De oocasionally true even in =hesg
2liruigiic dayu .-

L P,

ine causs y-knowe and of his harm the roote,
inon he yaf the sike man his boote.
ful redy aadde he his apothecaries
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<O meTede o aim o drogy s ana N1ls LETUATLIES,

LOT eoh of hea made oother [0 50 WYNNe.
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Zi0 irverdishipe nas nat newe o bIgynne.
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Y

d.e in o ohr vielen ochriiten dieser und der spat-oon ooif.

(v oadznhor is speaking of Jdohn of Gaddesden's work "Hosn

ghﬂlicﬁy){tluhn'lCu@ Trennung der Heilmittel [Ur (oich i

A dew Lonainlose Wucher mit irkanen, und die Lufsiollor

ciroo bosondern napitels solcher krankheiten, wsiche J-m oo

12
Wil cintragen.s (Laeser Bal. S.521-022.)

this hit -at the money-making procliv:ii ns of
ceovant of the psople, is the enuweration of - he
aduua tonal works upon which the mxnd of the Doctour had buoen
el knew he the clds Lsculap1us

and Deyscorides, and eek dufus,

.Ulde Ypocras, kaly and Galysn,
seranion, nazis, and Avycsn,
Damascien and Lonstantyn,

and Gatesden and Gilbertyn.
( Prologue. <2 - 434, )
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 of these fiftecn authors the majority are Arabian, 2o
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T s, zipvocrates, Dioscoridess . oaon

WO are well known, but it was 1mnu;si?le P b oot

10 Lave known the works of Alsculapius , [or no writ cn woil o

coe  Indeed, it is widely believed that ALscualap i was

myiniozi figure. 1t is not to be supposed that the ~ootois ol

rsad phe writinge of these authorities in Greck ov Lvab.
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e "Cernard and Gatesden and Cilbertyn' o oa Tuibad
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Ghaues s bo contenporary medicines pernard was a 5

womion, ad taught medicine at the lamous School of aoni

Liibsrivr is oilbevius Anglicus, one of the earlisst -un, i.8h
podical Wil and lived in the 18th. Century. (a2 ST

e n e T moe vl S e
2 fellicw of asriton woileg EREEV I N

of meeting him, since 1340 ir avouil 57

nf Uhaucer's birth and both were London men. Ihil
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o rana’ ( cuoted by iaeser, Lesoicitedsr '134_‘1" ST

Svom dnnn of waddesden is supported by the following —2s 3.7 0
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Citns, Waiue of Kpnesuss Saliabbag, Seraplon. oL caazsi
AV LCHT L, AVerThoSS s John i Damascus. [82a0, ;oL
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