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Sichts Unseen

The piece and its text were suggested by View from St Cyrus by James Morrison, a
painting in the Heriot-Watt University art collection. The piece won the Heriot-Watt
composer competition of 2016, and was performed in St Giles Cathedral in July of
that year. The score was updated in March 2021.

The text, in the Scots of the North East, is intended to reflect the main elements of
the painting — the sky, the woods shielding the village, the sand and the furrows that
cut across it. The words are also intended to reflect what is unseen but implicit — the
work of the fishermen harvesting the sea and hauling their catch over the beach.

The text is:

Grand sky, braid blue,

Braw bield afore the toon;

Rauch straiks convergin ower the sand —
Fit sichts unseen div they convey

O hairsts hard won ahint wer een?

The piece is scored for SATB and six instrumental parts:

Flute
Oboe
Bassoon
Violin
Viola
Cello

The voice parts are intended for chorus but could also be sung by single voices.
However, the Sprechstimme sections of the voice parts should be taken by soloists;
these sections are indicated by crossed noteheads and are intended to be to closer
to speech than song.

Performance time is about 13 minutes.
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