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Richard Barron

Sang o Sangs

A setting of verses from a Scots translation of

The Song of Songs

for

Soprano and Bass soloists

SATB

Oboe, Horns, Tuba, Bass drum, Strings



Sang o Sangs

The text has three elements. The principal one is a selection of extracts from the
modern Scots translation of  the Song of  Songs by Gavin  Falconer and Ross G.
Arthur in  The Old Testament in Scots  (Wordzworth Publishing, 2014).  The other
elements in the text are some quotations from the Latin translation of the Bible by the
16th Century scholar Tremellius and from the King James version.

The text is shown in full on the following pages.

The piece is for the following forces:

Soprano solo – Bride
Bass solo – Bridegroom
SATB chorus
Oboe
4 Horns in F
Tuba
Bass drum
Violins)   
Violas )  a minimum of three of each is recommended
Cellos )

Transposing instruments are written at concert pitch. 

Duration: 35 minutes



Sang o Sangs texts Bride          Groom          Chorus

Movement Old Testament in Scots Tremellius King James
I Sang o sangs The sang o sangs.
II Sangs o luve – 

and 
admoniƟoun

Lat him gie me the kisses o his mou.
Sweet is the waff o yer perfumes.
Sae the young lassies gies ye their luve.

See, ye ar bonny, ma luve, ye hae the 
een o a dou.
See, ye ar bonny, ma luved ane, an a 
pleisur, oor bed is green.

A am a rose o Sharon, a flouer o the 
glens.
As the lily flouer amang the thorns o the 
waste,, sae is ma luve amang the 
dochters.

A say tae ye, O dochters o Jerusalem, 
dinna lat luve be muived Ɵll it is ready.

Osculetur me osculis oris.

Ecce, pulcra es, amica, oculi tui sunt 
columbini.

Ego rosa Scharonis, ego lilium 
convallium.

Adiuro vos, Jerosolymitanae, ne 
exciteƟs neque expergefaciaƟs hunc 
amorem.

Behold, thou art fair, my 
love, thou hast doves’ eyes.

III Afore the 
weddin

The vyce o ma luved ane!
See, he comes dancing on the muntains,
stappin swith on the knowes.
Ma jo he said tae me, Rise ma luve, ma 
bonny ane, an come awa!
Ma jo is mines, an A am his. Come, ma 
luved ane, an be like a rae on the 
muntains.

By nicht on ma bed A socht the luve o 
ma saul: A socht him, but A seen him 
na. A will rise nou an gang aboot the 
toon, in the gates an in the braid weys 
A will gang eŌer him that’s the luve o 
ma saul: A gang eŌer him, but A seen 
him na.  The waukmen as gangs aboot 
the toon come by me; tae thaim A said, 
Hae ye seen him that’s ma hert’s 
desire?
Whan A come forenent him that’s the 
luve o ma saul, A taen him by the 
haunds an didna lat him gang.

A say tae ye, O dochters o Jerusalem, 
dinna lat luve be muived Ɵll it is ready.

Adiuro vos, Jerosolymitanae, ne 
exciteƟs neque expergefaciaƟs hunc 
amorem.

IV Weddin day Wha’s this, comin oot the hirsƟe fields 
like pillars o reek?
Gang furth, o dochters o Jerusalem, an 
see Keeng Solomon.

   (instrumental)

Wauk, O north wind, an come, O sooth, 
blawin on ma gairden sae that its spices 
comes oot.
Lat ma jo come intae his gairden an tak 
guid fruits.
A hae come intae ma gairden, ma sister, 
ma bride, for tae tak ma myrrh wi ma 
spice.

Quaenam illa, ex deferto 
suffumigata?
Spectate, puellae Tzijonis, spectate 
regem Schelomonem.

Who is this, who cometh out 
of the wilderness like pillars 
of smoke?



Tak flesh, O freends, tak wine, ay, be 
owercome wi luve. Bibite, inebriamini dilecƟ.

V EŌer A sleep, but ma hert is waukrife; it’s the
soond o ma jo at the door, sayin, be 
appen tae me, ma sister, ma luve, ma 
unco bonny ane.
Ma jo pit his haund on the door, an ma 
hert was muived for him.  A gat up for 
tae lat ma jo in, an ma haunds wis 
dreepin wi myrrh on the sneck o the 
door.
A appened the door tae ma luved ane, 
but ma jo had taen hissel awa, an wis 
gaen.  A gaen eŌer him, but A didna 
come near haund; A said his name, but 
he gien me nae repone.
The porters as gangs aboot the toun 
owertaen me; thay gien me blaws an 
wounds; the hauders o the waws rived 
ma wimple frae me.

Whaur is yer jo gaen, O bonniest o 
weemen?
A am for ma luved ane, an ma jo is for 
me.

Ye ar bonny, O ma luve, as bonny as 
Jerusalem.
Lat yer een turn awa frae me, see, thay 
hae owercome me.
Wha is she, leukin doun as the forenuin 
licht, bonny as the muin, clear as the 
sun.

A am for ma luved ane, an his desire is 
for me.

Surrexi ego, manus sƟllarunt 
myrrhinum.

Ecce pulcra es, amica, pulcra ut luna, 
pura ut sol.

Ego rosa Scharonis, ego lilium 
convallium.

Open to me, my love, my 
dove.

Behold, thou art fair, my 
love, thou hast doves’ eyes.

VI Conclusioun     (instrumental)

The freends taks tent tae yer vyce; gar 
me tak tent tae’t.
Come swith, ma luved ane, an be like a 
rae on the muntains o spice.

Accurre, dilecte mi.
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