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The three movements that form this piece are orchestral settings of poems by the Scottish
poet Edwin Morgan (1920-2010). The texts are shown below.

Duration is approximately five minutes.

Opening the Cage

14 variations on 14 words

| have nothing to say and | am saying it and that is poetry.

John Cage

| have to say poetry and is that nothing and am | saying it
I am and | have poetry to say and is that nothing saying it
I am nothing and | have poetry to say and that is saying it
| that am saying poetry have nothing and it is | and to say
And | say that | am to have poetry and saying it is nothing
| am poetry and nothing and saying it is to say that | have
To have nothing is poetry and | am saying that and | say it
Poetry is saying | have nothing and | am to say that and it
Saying nothing | am poetry and | have to say that and it is
Itis and | am and | have poetry saying say that to nothing
It is saying poetry to nothing and | say | have and am that
Poetry is saying | have it and | am nothing and to say that
And that nothing is poetry | am saying and | have to say it
Saying poetry is nothing and to that | say | am and have it
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Instrumentation:

Piccolo

2 flutes

Oboe

Clarinet 1 in B flat
Clarinet 2 in A
Basson
Contrabassoon

2 Horns in F

2 trumpets in B flat
Trombone

Tuba
Glockenspiel

Bass drum

Strings

Transposing instruments are written at concert pitch in the score.
(Piccolo sounds an octave higher than written, glockenspiel two octaves
higher than written, and contrabassoon and double bass one octave lower
than written.)



Score

Piccolo

Flute 1

Flute 2

Oboe

Clarinet 1

Clarinet 2

Bassoon

Contrabassoon

Horn 1

Horn 2

Trumpet

Trombone

Tuba

Glockenspiel

Bass Drum

Violin I

Violin IT

Viola

Cello

Double Bass

Opening the Cage

after Edwin Morgan
Spoken text:

I have nothing to say and I am saying it and that is poetry.

A piacere, senza misura
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Opening the Cage
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