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negative) perceptions of profile-checking and monitoring practices. Embarrassment
also resulted from what Bourdieu (1998) described as a result of a 'gap between the
objective truth, repressed rather than ignored, and the lived truth of practices' (p.114).
In other words, there was sometimes an ' apparent' contradiction in between what
participants had just said (‘I don’t use Facebook to look up people’) and what their
search history displayed, provoking embarrassment. Digital prompts were perceived
by some participants as ‘true’ or 'objective' depictions of their activities, contradicting
directly their accounts. Aaron (20), for example, appeared slightly embarrassed when
he discussed with me his activity log which showed that he had requested and
friended someone the day before. In his earlier account during his interview, he
explained that he never sends friend requests. As a researcher, I also struggled to
negotiate the position I was in by asking participants to discuss their activity logs and
search histories and potentially being perceived as 'checking' on them and on the
'veracity' of what they previously said. In doing so, I felt that I was creating an
unintended and unwelcomed situation of individual scrutiny as well as embarrassment

as my field notes show:

Embarrassment when I asked Luke about his search history. I need to

figure out a better way to introduce the task without appearing

judgmental. (Fieldwork diary entry 10.03.15)
I made this note as I felt that the digital component during the interview with Luke
(21) closed down the discussion instead of encouraging him to disclosure his feelings.
With other participants, the search history was a very good prompt to encourage
discussion about detailed examples. This was closely connected to the building up of
trust between the participants and myself as well as the other factors which impacted
on this relationship (see discussion below). Furthermore, embarrassment was
sometimes triggered as some participants have looked up my Facebook profile prior

coming to the interview which meant that my profile was appearing on their search
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